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AHM’s Summer
Musical Returns

Sam Little, left, and Libby Quesada, both of Hebron, rehearse a scene for the
upcoming AHM Summer Youth Theater production of Mulan. The show runs from
Thursday, July 23, through Saturday, July 25.

by Sarah McCoy
The AHM Summer Youth Theater is back.
One of the youth and family service bureau’s
oldest and largest programs is wrapping up
preparations for its 26th show. Mulan Jr., based
on the mid-90s Disney musical, will run from
Thursday, July 23, through Saturday, July 25,
at 7:30 p.m. all three nights, at RHAM High
School, 85 Wall St., Hebron.
With all the focus on the budget this past year,
AHM Youth and Family Services Director Joel
Rosenberg is thrilled to be talking about anything but dollars and cents. “It’s been a hard
year for us,” he said. “It’s great to see everyone
excited for the show.”
Like in the past, Hebron resident Mary Rose
Meade is back at the helm. Meade is taking 75
students ages 12-18 and directing a show in just
six short weeks. “Every year I wonder how it’s
going to get done,” she said. “But we always
find a way.”
The story of Mulan did not originate with
Disney. Rather, it’s a tale that traces back nearly

2,000 years, to China. It is a story of individuality, bravery and sacrifice.
Libby Quesada, 15, of Hebron, will be playing the lead role of Mulan.
“She’s a natural,” Meade said of Libby. “She
can dance, she can act, and she sings beautifully. The voice had to match the songs and we
found that in Libby.”
Libby has been performing in AHM summer plays for the past four years. After playing
an orphan in Annie in 2006, she was cast as the
lead character, Ti Moune, in Once on this Island in 2007. Last year, she played Yente (the
matchmaker) in Fiddler on the Roof.
“I honestly didn’t think I was going to get
the part of Mulan,” Libby admitted earlier this
week. “I was so excited especially because it’s
a role with a lot of singing and dancing.”
Mulan’s eventual love interest, Shang, is
played by Sam Little, also of Hebron. Sam, 18,
is about to perform his final show with AHM.
See Musical on Page 2

Successful Old Home Days in East Hampton
by Michael McCoy
Three straight days of gorgeous weather
helped drive thousands to East Hampton’s annual Old Home Days last week.
The only rain that fell during the three-day
event, which ran from Thursday, July 9, through
Saturday, July 11, came during the last hour of
the festival, on Saturday night. And even that
didn’t drive away the crowds, as hometown
band The Johnny Five went on with their show,
closing the Glorious Celebration in style.
Once again, the centerpiece of the annual
event was the Old Home Day Parade, which
kicked off at the high school at 11 a.m. Saturday. The front of the parade was stacked with
six Town Council members, Town Manager Jeff
O’Keefe, state Attorney General Richard
Blumenthal and even Governor M. Jodi Rell.
The parade’s theme this year was “Hometown Hollywood,” and participants were encouraged to make their floats cinematic. This
included East Hampton Public Library’s
Ghostbusters float, which included several staff
members wielding water guns. (Fortunately, the
guns just shot water, and not ectoplasm; still,
library director Sue Berescik made it especially
clear she wasn’t afraid of no ghosts.)
The town Senior Center walkers carried a
morbidly funny banner that read “Pushing Up
Daises,” followed by a Driving Miss Daisy
float. Local karate studio Defensive Edge showcased martial arts-themed films like Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles, The Last Samurai, Enter
the Dragon and Bloodsport (the latter including a brief reenactment of a movie scene, complete with fake blood.)
Cub Scout Pack 8 had an Up-themed float,
while Epoch Arts also went the Disney route
with a Lion King-inspired production. Cub
Scout Pack 57, meanwhile, recreated another

family blockbuster with a Harry Potter-themed
float.
Other parade participants included Miss
Connecticut Sharalynn Kuziak of Southington
and the East Hampton Village Lions’ Citizen
of the Year (and fireman for 51 years) Donald
Ingraham.
The parade also boasted a slew of bands like
the East Hampton High School Band, the
Bandmaster’s Crimson Brigade, the Cromwell
Grenadiers, Colchester Continentals, Boston
City Windjammers, 3rd Connecticut Regiment
of Fifes and Drums, the forever bodypainted
trio Kindred Spirit and the South Philadelphia
String Band – which is becoming something
of a mainstay at the parade.
There were also two sets of Shriners, the
Sphinx (from Newington) and Melha (from
Springfield, MA) Shriners carried a whole division. Amid the clowns and mini-fire trucks
was the Melha go-kart that, with the help of
trucks, repeatedly hopped over a truck. As the
go-kart was hopping the truck, Red McKinney,
once again the parade’s MC, declared over a
loudspeaker, “We’re all kids at heart.” McKinney
also reminded parade-watchers that the Shriners
provide 22 burn hospitals for children across
the country, free of charge.
East Hampton ambulances and police cruisers brought up the parade rear.
After the parade, Town Council Chair and
Old Home Days Association (OHDA) member
Melissa Engel announced the float winners: the
Senior Center Walkers, East Hampton Public
Library, Young People’s Center for the Creative
Arts (YPCCA), Cub Scouts Pack 57, Epoch
Arts and Haddam Neck Covenant Church.
The main events for Old Home Days took
place on the Center School grounds, which
started filling with people as soon as the pa-

Old Home Days was fun for young and old alike. Shown here with a Shriners
clown are East Hampton kids Ryan Phillips, Tom Driggs, Carly Carpino, Grace
and Molly Dominov and Hope Phillips.
rade ended. The north side of the grounds featured the carnival, with games and rides like
the American Flyer kids coaster, Charlie’s
Drive-In (which were bumper cars) and “Team
of the Century,” a Yankees-themed thrill ride.
There was also a Ferris wheel, and for the more
adventurous, the Zipper, similar to the Ferris
wheel, but defying gravity.
The southern side of the grounds was home

to the various booths, most of them selling food.
There was no shortage of food this year. The
Republicans had fried dough, while the democrats had Italian Ice. The Lions served hot dogs,
while the Rotary took care of the hamburgers.
The Anchor Lodge was cooking up cheese
steaks and sausage and pepper grinders, which
looked delectable. There were French fries,
See Old Home Days on Page 2

Old Home Days cont. from Front Page
fried vegetables and clams, tacos and ice
cream. One of the best deals was Haddam
Neck Covenant Church’s considerablesized watermelon slices for just a dollar.
The Rotary Club’s free Amber Alert registration also took place Saturday, inside
Center School. Originally scheduled for 14 p.m., high demand forced it to run until
5:30 when they ran clean out of material.
“It was a good thing, because you had so
many kids there,” said McKinney, who is
also a Rotary member. He added that he
“would not be surprised” if the registration hours were extended next year.
At 8 p.m. Saturday, the OHDA gave
away a trove of raffle prizes. Ten prizes
were raffled altogether. Third prize Weber
gas grill went to Diane Annelli, while second prize, a 32-inch Sony LCD television,
was won by Dennis Merlino. The grand
prize went to Frederick Hansen, who won
a 19.5 horsepower Poulan riding mower.
There were events the other two days of
Old Home Days as well. Friday evening
was the 11th annual Glorious Gallop, a 5K
that starts at Nelson’s Campground and finishes at Center School. Sheila Oakes and
Jennifer Collingwood organized the race,
which drew a record 358 runners, stampeding over the record of 322 which was set
in 2001. Oakes sounded amazed since organizers did not advertise it except in the
Rivereast. Other than that, she said only
the Old Home Days website and word of
mouth could be responsible for the draw.
Danielle Lyons, 20, of South Glastonbury, placed 17th overall, and was the topfinishing female. Her time was 18:08. The
top three overall runners were East
Hampton’s own Matt Roloff, 31, who came
in third, and Peter Oviatt, 39, of Bellingham, WA, who placed second. Calvin
Carosso, 19, of Ivoryton, finished first, with
a time of 15:20 (besting Oviatt by more
than a half-minute). Oakes called the race
a “fabulous success.”
McKinney was one of a small group who
rejuvenated Old Home Day in 1979 (the
event only expanded to three days in the
late 1990s). “A group of us chipped in some
money,” he said, and that was that. He explained that from that point on it has
worked with a sort of “reverse budgeting”
system. Basically, whatever organizers
raise, they spend the next year. “By God,
it’s worked,” said McKinney.
So, the OHDA holds fundraisers, take
in a percentage of the earnings of various
vendors, charge for booth space, and man
the only drink stand on the grounds: the

Old Home Days soda booth. In addition,
McKinney personally writes a letter that is
sent to “every mailbox in East Hampton”
asking for donations.
The biggest single contributors for Old
Home Days this year were Shaw’s and Liberty Bank, who gave $5,000 and $4,000,
respectively. McKinney said that, all told,
the OHDA spent about $40,000 on this
year’s festival. The only thing the Town of
East Hampton pays for is the police overtime necessary for the event, he said.
Also, McKinney said, the association recently installed lights on the grounds, and
said the lights “can now be used for athletics year-round.”
McKinney said everybody in the OHDA
“takes care of a little something.” Association president Pam Joslyn seemed to agree.
“It’s a good group,” she said. “Everybody
just knows their part.” She added that “hundreds” of people help the 15-member
OHDA put on the three-day event every
year.
“We had literally no complaints,” Joslyn
said. She said all the raffle tickets sold out
and “all the vendors did great.”
Commenting on the weather, she said,
“We couldn’t have asked for anything better.”
As for entertainment, she said The
Johnny Five was popular with adults Saturday night, while kids loved the band The
Dramatix on Thursday night.
McKinney said the OHDA is always sure
to end music by 11 p.m. sharp each night,
and asks the musician’s to plan accordingly
if they want to do an encore.
Cleanup started at 5 a.m. Sunday, when
Billy Banning appeared on the grounds.
McKinney said Banning is not an OHDA
member by “but just a great asset” who can
be depended on year after to year to be on
those grounds bright and early. And, like
every year, McKinney said Banning was
joined minutes later by OHDA member
Larry Emmons. McKinney said he showed
up at 7 a.m. and, after a small group assembled, the cleanup was done by 11:45
a.m. The last of the tents and vendor booths
were picked up Monday, and it was like
the whole Glorious Celebration never happened.
But it did, though, and it will happen
again next year. Joslyn said she expects the
OHDA association to elect Jim Vick president at a wrap-up picnic later this month.
Planning will start in the fall for the 2010
edition of Old Home Days.

Musical cont. from Front Page
“To be honest, I haven’t thought about it that
much,” he said. “Right now I’m focused on the
show. When it’s done I’m sure I’ll miss it.”
Sam has been performing in the AHM Summer Youth Theater for eight years. Last year,
he played the lead, Tevye, in Fiddler on the
Roof. He’s also been Daddy Warbucks in Annie,
a brother in Joseph and the Technicolor
Dreamcoat and a baseball player in Damn Yankees, among others.
In the fall, Sam will attend Hofstra University in Hempstead, NY, to study broadcast journalism.
Both he and Libby agreed that they continue
to be a part of the summer theatre each year
because of the people. “I love it,” Sam said.
“You make awesome friends. The directors are
great. Honestly, it wouldn’t feel like summer if
I didn’t do it.”
Sam said he hopes to return to help out in
future summers.
This year’s play is the first without incoming sixth grade students. Due to the high enrollment in the Summer Youth Theater, AHM
decided to split the program in two this year.
Younger students were invited to a 2-week
workshop to learn the foundations of acting.
“Honestly, it got to be nearly unmanageable,”
Meade said about the 96-student enrollment that
the program saw last year. With 75 students this
year Meade said she can feel a difference.
“Yes, there are fewer of them on stage to arrange,” she said. “But, more than that, it’s an
older cast that we can try different things with.”
Meade said one of the biggest changes has
been the way in which the actors have taken

“ownership” of the production. “I told them that
this is their show,” she said. “It was like a giant
light bulb went off. People have been coming
in with ideas and suggestions to make this show
our best yet.”
Also this year, Meade and her staff are being extra careful with the program’s budget.
“We know what’s happening with AHM. We
know that budgets are tight,” Meade explained.
“We’ve taken it upon ourselves to be mindful
of that and keep our costs down.”
By borrowing supplies, asking for discounts,
and reusing material, Meade estimates that the
entire set cost about $50. “Maybe $60 because
we had to buy duct tape,” she said.
But Meade isn’t looking to throw a pity party
for herself. “In some ways [the budget] ties your
hands,” she said. “On the other side it forces
you to be creative.”
Rosenberg praised Meade and her staff for
their efforts. “It’s indicative of the type of staff
we have,” he said. “Our staff members were
one of the first to offer furlough days and cut
back in any way possible. There is such a strong
commitment to the families of these communities.”
Tickets for Mulan Jr. will be $9 for adults
and $6 for children under 12 and senior citizens. AHM has kept tickets prices at the same
level as prior years in an effort to encourage
families to come out. “It’s a G-rated show that
even a 3-year-old would enjoy,” Meade said.
Tickets can be purchased from the AHM office at 25 Pendelton Dr., Hebron; from the
Hebron Town Clerk, 15 Gilead St.; or at the
door.

East Hampton Fire Truck Rolls Over, No Serious Injuries
by Michael McCoy
An East Hampton fire truck could be the casualty of a rollover that fortunately left no one
seriously injured.
East Hampton Police Sgt. Garritt Kelly said
East Hampton Volunteer Fire Department Captain Martin Swan rolled Engine 2 onto the
driver’s side while traveling on Route 151 late
Thursday morning, July 9.
According to Kelly, Swan was returning from
a mutual aid call in Haddam Neck. While driving north on Route 151, just past the Hurd Park
Road intersection, Swan “traveled a little too
far to the right,” and his wheels ended up in the
soft grass, Kelly said.
“With a truck that large, it’s rather difficult
to recover,” Kelly said, who said it was inevitable at that point to lose control once the huge
engine dug into the ground.
While attempting to regain control of the

truck, Swan sideswiped a utility pole, causing
the truck to be “sent into a tailspin,” Kelly said.
The engine spun 180 degrees, and, in the process, rolled onto the driver’s side. Before the
engine came to a stop, it hit another utility pole.
Kelly said both poles were severed near the
bottom, and have already been replaced. However, the utility line that connected the poles
kept them from falling over.
Kelly said calls came in from multiple motorists starting at 10:42 a.m., shortly after the
accident took place. Kelly said about 20 emergency personnel responded.
Kelly said about 20 emergency personnel
were on hand
Swan was still in the vehicle when Kelly arrived. Eventually, he climbed out of the driver’s
seat, and was lowered onto a stretcher with an
emergency rescue basket. Kelly said Swan suf-

fered minor head injuries and chest contusions.
He was taken by ambulance to Hartford Hospital, and was released later that day.
Kelly also said there was not evidence that
Swan was distracted by something such as a
cell phone or radio. “It’s a matter of a split second action that occurs,” Kelly said, explaining
that with a truck that big, small mistakes become magnified.
Swan was issued a written warning for failure to drive in the right (established) lane, police said.
As for the fire engine, it is a 1994 Pierce,
which carries hose, emergency equipment and
has a 750-gallon water tank. Kelly said the engine weighs more than 20 tons, and “sustained
significant damage” in the accident. Damage
to the right side came from the collision with
the first poll, while the left side’s bruises came

from the flip. According to Kelly, the exact
cost of the damage has not been ascertained,
and he was unsure if it would be totaled. Town
Manager Jeff O’Keefe also said insurance adjusters were still working the numbers, but
noted that the fire truck is fully insured up to
$345,000.
O’Keefe said he was thankful no one was
seriously hurt. Though he acknowledged this
was an accident, he said, “Safety and training
need to be at the forefront of everything we
do.” He also said, he asked Fire Chief Chuck
Stickler to reexamine the department’s training program.
“Could it have been prevented?” O’Keefe
wondered. “Possibly.”
Still, O’Keefe called Swan a “very experienced fire volunteer” and said this mishap has
taken a toll on the captain personally.

Portland PZC to Rule on Elmcrest Proposal in Two Weeks
by Michael McCoy
After years of meetings, hearings and watercooler talk, the Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) is expected to make a decision on
the proposed Portland Town Place mixed-use
development at its July 30 meeting.
The meeting will be held at Brownstone Intermediate School, in order to accommodate the
large crowd anticipated to attend. (Around 100
people attended the PZC hearing on the proposal last Thursday, July 9.)
Portland Town Place is a much-talked-about
proposal for the former Elmcrest Hospital property at the southeast corner of Main Street and
Route 66, near the approach to the Arrigoni
Bridge. After years of speculation and preliminary talks, the site plan just hit town hall in
February. The proposed 14.89-acre development calls for office, residential and commercial space, most notably a 65,000-foot grocery
store.
In general, the town has seemed to support
the project, with most dreaming of the tax revenue it would yield. Opponents have included
small businesses owners in town, and those
concerned with traffic problems it may create.
However, the most vocal critics have been
people concerned about historical homes on the
property, including the Hart/Jarvis Home, the
John H. Sage Home and the Erastus Brainerd
Sr. Home.
During preliminary discussions with the
town, the project developer, Portland Town

Center, suggested all three homes would be
preserved, according to Town Planning and
Land Use Administrator Deanna Rhodes. However, the February site plan said all but the Sage
House would be demolished and replicated
later. Several residents, specifically those from
the Portland Historical Society, criticized these
plans during a May public hearing. The developer returned earlier this month with a revised
plan that rotates the Hart-Jarvis House, and relocates on the property.
At the July 9 PZC hearing, the developers
said that, at 1,100 tons, the Brainerd home was
too heavy to move. Instead, they proposed to
replicate it, while saving some railings, windows, fireplaces and a cupola. During the hearing, PZC alternate Bruce Tyler asked the obvious question that many surely sought the answer to. “Why not leave [the Brainerd House]
in place?”
“It could not stay and provide the safe circulation as required by the site,” said project engineer Patrick Gorman of the LRC Group, explaining that it is situated in a central location,
and if left there would obstruct the necessary
traffic flow.
Portland Historical Society President Claire
Frisbie addressed PZC, posing an alternative
to tampering with the homes. Speaking of the
homes set to be moved or disassembled, she
said, “These two houses, along with the John

H. Sage House, have the promise to be signature pieces with great drawing capability in a
significant and beautiful new extension to Main
Street Portland.”
Frisbie added, “The developer has acknowledged that it is possible to do this development
and reuse all three of these buildings on their
present sites,” and said the Historical Society
had experts at the ready who have said this is
possible.
Frisbie suggested the PZC do three things:
decrease parking requirements, and give conditional approval to the plan, prohibiting demolition of any of the homes until two anchor tenants have signed leases. Finally she asked the
approval also stipulate that the historical society could then meet with said anchor tenants to
plead their case.
“You can improve the future of Portland
while preserving and carrying forward its valuable history,” she concluded.
Other talk at last Thursday’s meeting included concern over tress that will be lost if the
proposed development goes forward. Resident
John LeShane specifically pointed out the Dawn
Redwood, only identified recently in the state.
(Nine significant tree species have been identified on the property, and only the sassafras will
be preserved, according to the site plan.)
“It distresses me that they have to be removed,” said LeShane, and said the tree in ques-

tion is about 50 years old. He suggested that, if
this were a Charter Oak and not a Dawn Redwood, no developer would even consider removing it.
Project consultant Stephanie Fuss, a landscape architect, responded by saying, “I’m 53,
and 50 years doesn’t seem too long to me.” And,
she added, “This is not the Charter Oak; it’s a
tree.”
However, not all those present at last week’s
hearing were critics. In fact, about half the room
seemed inclined toward the project. One of
these was Middlesex Chamber of Commerce
President Larry McHugh, who said the idea for
the development was good to begin with, “and
the developers have made it a great project.”
This week, First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield said the development should double
the town’s tax revenue. She praised the developer for the work they have put into accommodating the town’s desires, and reminded people
that this is private property. She also lauded the
Portland Historical Society for aiming to preserve the town’s heritage, adding, “You have to
be sure it’s a pleasant place for people to live
and shop and work.”
Those who wish to weigh in on Portland
Town Place haven’t missed their chance; a public hearing on the project will also be held at
the July 30 meeting, before PZC renders its
decision.

Portland Country Market Closing Its Doors
by Michael McCoy
For the first time in over 50 years, Main Street
in Portland will be without a grocery store.
On July 22, Portland Country Market will
close its doors.
Since 1983, J.R. Carlson and his family have
run Portland Country Market at 272 Main
Street. For the 26 years prior, it was Portland
Supermarket. Carlson was unsure of the spot’s
history before that. Nevertheless, that means the
location has hosted a grocer since at least 1957.
When asked what led to the closing, Carlson
said, “It’s a little of everything,” mentioning the
economy, as well as the probability of a new
supermarket in town. He said he has been kicking the notion around for about a year, but officially decided to close the store this past Sunday, July 12, when they got an attractive offer
to buy the property. (Carlson wouldn’t disclose
the property’s new owner.)
Though, he said business has slowed somewhat, Carlson said the decision was based more
on what he thought the future held. Portland
Town Place, a mixed-use development, has been
proposed for the former Elmcrest site in town,
and the project is expected to include a bigname supermarket. “I don’t know if we can
make it with us, Tri-Town and a superstore,”
he said, adding, “I don’t want to find out.”
Carlson said he is planning to open a store
in the Tylerville section of Haddam. The store,
which will be named Tylerville Country Market, could open as early as late next month.
When asked how he picked the new location, he laughed, “For one thing, they don’t have
a big store coming.”
Carlson said a lot of people have already
expressed their grief over the closing. “A lot of

people rely on us,” he figured.
“We’re gonna miss everybody,” Carlson said,
thanking the town for 26 years of loyalty.
“I think it’s awful,” customer Linda Ziegler
said Wednesday, when asked about the closing. Ziegler has been a regular shopper at the
market since she moved to Portland 23 years
ago. “We try to support each other,” she said of
the small businesses in town. (Ziegler works
at local pharmacy Bordonaro’s.)
“They’ve been here forever,” Ziegler continued, adding, “I’m really sad to see it go.”
Another customer, Frank Rustek said he’s
“been going here ever since I was a kid.” Rustek,
a lifelong resident, said “the meats are always
good,” and later complimented the friendly service of the staff.
“I used to come here when I was little,” said
Sara Golab, 22, who works at the store. Golab
said her family always shopped at Portland
Country Market. Speaking of all the shoppers
who have come in lamenting the closing, she
said, “I want to cry.”
She and friend Lauren Anderson also fondly
remembered late employee Lorraine Milardo
giving them cheese slices when they came in
as kids.
Resident Geoffrey Rich said he or his wife
came to the store nearly every other day, especially for deli items and produce. “That’s too
bad,” he said shortly after learning of the closing. He called the store “very convenient.”
Rich also had some connections to the store.
Warren Carlson, J.R.’s father, was a regular golf
partner of his. Also, Rich’s wife Maureen and
daughter Andrea both used to work at the store.
First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield said she
also shops there, and said she already got a call

Portland Country Market will close for good next week. Store owner J.R. Carlson
said “a little of everything” contributed to the closing.
from a resident distraught over the closing.
“There are going to be some sad people in
town,” she predicted.
Bransfield figured Portland Country Market
would be remembered most for its meats, convenience and friendly staff. “They’ve been a
part of the community for many years,” she said.
“They’ve always been there when we need

them,” she said, noting their location “in the
heartbeat of town.”
“There’s probably not anyone in town who
hasn’t utilized them,” Bransfield surmised.
Grocery, frozen and dairy items are all currently 25 percent off at the store. Portland
Country Market’s last day of business will be
Wednesday, July 22.

Colchester Teen Feels Singled Out by School Administration
by Adam Benson
Rachel Blandina has shown a talent for art
since childhood. So when she was able to enroll in an Advanced Placement art class during
her senior year at Bacon Academy, she was
thrilled.
However, her feelings soured a little when it
came time for the class art show last month,
when she said Bacon Academy administration
singled her out.
At the art show, held days before graduation,
students in the class – which is open only to
seniors – get the chance to have their work displayed for members of the community.
Students in the AP course spent the final four
months of the year creating 10 pieces of art
centered around a theme of their choice. Rachel
opted to depict graphic scenes of drug abuse
and addiction.
Rachel, 17, said the concept came to her naturally, and was based on history in her family.
“I’ve had people in my family who have a
lot of problems with it, and I found that if I
wanted to actually focus on art, I had to be interested in the subject I’m doing,” Rachel said.
“I came up with ideas right away, and I had
everything planned out.”
But before she was able to display her work
in the schoolwide art show, Bacon Principal
Jeffry Mathieu required an explanation to be
attached to the pieces outlining Rachel’s message.
“When you saw it and if you didn’t know
what was going on, you’d be taken aback a little
bit, because it was a little bit graphic,” Mathieu
said.
He said the explanation was an effort to give
visitors context about Rachel’s portfolio and
alleviate concern that the pieces were actually
glamorizing the use of illicit substances.
But Rachel – who received an ‘A’ from her
teacher for the work – said she felt officials were
singling her out because she chose a subject
matter some considered too edgy or dark for a

school project.
“I don’t want school to be a thing where you
have to cover up however you’re feeling at the
moment,” Rachel said.
Rachel – who joined the Army National
Guard after graduating and is shipping out in
September for basic training – said she was told
that without the explanation affixed to her portfolio, her work would not have been allowed in
the show.
“It did not seem fair at all. They want to cover
themselves and make sure the parents aren’t
questioning anything,” she said. “They don’t
want to deal with any problems.
Mathieu said school administrators never had
any intention of barring Rachel’s work from the
show.
“I never spoke with the mother, nor did I
speak with the girl. All I did was speak to the
teacher and ask that an explanation be put up.
There was never any discussion of it being taken
down,” Mathieu said.
Superintendent of Schools Karen Loiselle
said she supported Mathieu’s decision.
“I support Mr. Mathieu’s decision because
we needed to ensure that many of the younger
students at the show would not misinterpret the
purpose of her art,” Loiselle said. “We understood her need to share her work, but we needed
people to understand its context.”
Rachel’s mother, Debbie, wondered why
administrators waited so long (according to
Rachel, she was told of the need for an explanation the day of the show) to decide an explanation was needed.
“It really bothered me, and I felt bad for her,”
Debbie Blandina said. “The whole way it happened was wrong.”
Rachel said the class was a hands-on workshop that included hours of personal interaction with the teacher.
“No one said anything. I just did my art and
handed it in,” she said. “All of the problems
went down the day we set up.”

Rachel Blandina poses next to her display at Bacon Academy’s annual Art Show.
Rachel’s paintings depicted the consequences of drug abuse and addiction, and she
was required by the school to attach an explanation to the display.
Loiselle said in the wake of the incident, she
hadn’t heard from either Rachel or her mother
about any hard feelings about the decision.
Mathieu said no other student has ever had
to include an explanation with his or her work,
and the decision was made based on the subject matter.
Loiselle said district officials work hard to
strike a balance between student expression and
instilling in them responsible behavior.
“While we value and encourage student expression, any time we have a school event, it’s
very important we send appropriate messages
to students about health and wellness,” she said.
“It’s unacceptable to us that any of our students

engage in behavior that may cause them or others harm. We felt that [an explanation of
Rachel’s work] was a fair and appropriate compromise.”
But, Rachel said, a few days before the art
show, the school released an annual literary
magazine with pieces written by students that
includes references to drugs and sex.
Rachel said she didn’t know why her work
“would be any different from what they were
writing. It’s still all the same subject. If anything, there should be a set of rules for kids to
know about. There has to be a way to prevent
this from happening again.”

EHHS Class of ’44 Celebrates 65 Years
by Michael McCoy
After a lifetime of adulthood, the four years
spent in high school might seem but a blip, but
a crew of Belltown grads recalled them this
week like they were yesterday
Seventeen members of East Hampton High
School (EHHS) Class of 1944 turned out for
their 65-year reunion, held Wednesday at
Marlborough Tavern.
Class President Dorothy (Brewer) Lawson
organized the event, as she has for all their reunions. Lawson said a unique feature of her
class was that it graduated at the height of World
War II. For this reason, she guessed only about
three boys showed up for graduation. And even
those three, she said, were either waiting for
their deployment date or were still 17 years old.
Lawson said many mothers collected the diplomas on behalf of their boys.
“Luckily, none of them were killed in the
war,” she said of her fighting classmates.
In fact, the class was so short on boys by the
time senior year rolled around, it had to combine with the junior class to have enough people
for a prom. Miriam (Hallberg) Scranton also
recalled Wesleyan students being brought over
to act as escorts for the evening.
Lawson, still a resident after all these years,
could not remember the exact date of graduation, but said it was just a week before the DDay invasion (which occurred June 6, 1944).
Ultimately, only 29 people graduated from
the Class of 1944, although that number is
somewhat skewed, as it does not include many
who were in the service at the time.
Also present, and instrumental in organizing
the day, was Dorothy’s twin sister Doris
(Brewer) Lawson. If that name looks even
closer to her sister’s than it should, that’s because the twins married brothers, both EHHS
graduates from earlier classes. Dorothy Lawson
also thanked Yvonne (Boule) Hallberg,
Madeline (Beyer) Clark, Scranton and Harold
Ryder for their help. The latter has served as
the unofficial class chaplain for years, always

delivering the blessing at reunions.
When asked how he got that job, Ryder said,
“I don’t know; I just kind of fell into it.” Ryder
said he was active for years at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in town, where he also taught
Sunday School. Ryder now lives in Portland.
Other Class of 1944 officers include Vice
President Ann (Hyde) Vaillancourt and Secretary Agnes (Knotk) King (who could not make
it to the reunion). The class treasurer, Ruth (Porter) Pettingill, has passed away.
Upon graduating, Dorothy, Doris and classmate Adeline (Patterson) Pettingill all joined
the Nurse Cadet Corps to fill the vacancies of
former civilian nurses who had vacated their
posts to care for troops.
Perhaps the class member who came the farthest to attend was Katherine (Johnson) Williams who came all the way from Grand Forks,
ND, to be there, enduring a six-hour layover in
Philadelphia.
One sad moment of the afternoon came during the reading of correspondence letter from
Jack Gorsuch’s daughter. Gorsuch, who was
voted most popular student in the class (along
with Vaillancourt), passed away this February.
A look at The Oracle, the class’s yearbook,
yields all kinds of class titles like Madeline
Beyer and Arthur Jacobson, who were best
dressed. The latter was also voted best looking, along with Scranton.
Gorsuch was also voted the male “mischiefmaker,” with the female honors being bestowed
upon Clark and Selina Williams.
Hallberg fondly recalled social studies
teacher Hannah Anderson (who later married
math teacher Wilbur Griswold). “She was,” I
thought, an “outstanding teacher.” She also
praised her for her foresight, predicting that
Spanish would be the language to learn.
Hallberg also said Anderson even predicted the
shift of businesses in town from the village center. “‘You’ll see that everything will move up
on the highway,’” Hallberg recalled, and added,
“Which it did.”

The East Hampton High School Class of 1944 held its 65th reunion this week at
Marlborough Tavern.
During her time at EHHS, which at the time
was located at what is now Center School,
Hallberg was involved in the Powder and Puff
Club, responsible for theatre production, as well
as the Glee Club, to which she said “Although
I can’t sing a lick.”
Mary (O’Neil) Scott was also in the glee club,
as well as sports. She also loved to dance, and
said, “I got into a lot of trouble with this girl
sitting next to me,” referring to Evelyn
(Robinson) Kemp.
Hallberg was also part of that scene, recalling, “I used to jitterbug with Mary O’Neil.”
Ryder was among those not present for
graduation, as he was fighting in the European
Theater. He eventually graduated through correspondence course and some condensed

courses when he returned home.
He then went to work for J.C. Barton in town,
working as a tool and dye maker. “I didn’t take
advantage of the G.I. bill,” he said, which, he
added, was not uncommon. “Our main thing
was to find a job.”
Ryder also said he was not much involved
with school activities, as he spent his adolescence working for the Bevin Bell Company.
Undoubtedly, this crew of 17 has seen quite
a bit in their 65 years since leaving their alma
mater. But for a few hours Wednesday afternoon, it was as if they were roaming those
EHHS halls again.
Lawson said she hopes to plan a 70-year reunion, but added that the group decided to meet
before that, probably in the summer of 2011.

Four Seasons Offers Heating, Cooling Needs in East Hampton
by Michael McCoy
It may be the middle of July, but East
Hampton’s Ron Trapp already has winter
weather on his mind. And six months from now,
when we’re all digging out from the latest snowstorm, Trapp will be thinking about how to cool
down in the summertime heat.
Such is life at Trapp’s business, Four Seasons Hearth and Home, located at 11 North
Main St.
Trapp opened Four Seasons Hearth and
Home with his wife Mary (a fellow East Hampton High School graduate whom he married in
2003) in 2008. It became Trapp’s second business.
In 1993, Ron began working for various gas
companies, performing installation and service.
The career actually began at the behest of a
friend who was seeking an apprentice.
Mary Trapp said many of the companies her
husband worked for “kind of monopolized his
time.” So, in 2003, after attaining his G-1 license he went in to business for himself, starting Pro-Gas Installation and Service.
Soon after starting Pro-Gas, Mary Trapp said,
the two realized, “There’s not a hearth shop in
our area.” This sparked the idea of opening their
own. She said they “kicked around” the idea of
opening their own shop for a couple of years,
and, by 2006, were actively looking to start the
business.
But finding the right place proved less than
easy. Mary Trapp said it was typical for them
to see a place they liked and go home to think
it over. “We’d take too long,” she recalled, “and
they’d be rented.”
Eventually, the Trapps saw a rental sign at
the site that is now Theater Square, saying the
plaza was coming in the summer of 2007. Before long, they secured the lease for a spot at
Theater Square, and Four Seasons Hearth and
Home opened in March 2008.
When the two started working on the interior of their new store, it was only sheet rock
walls. “It was basically like a blank canvas,”
said Trapp, who quickly, with the help of

friends, went to work on the floors and walls.
He made special mention of B & S Landscaping, located in town, who did the stonework on
the showroom fireplaces.
Four Seasons’ bread and butter is its fireplaces and stoves (both direct vent and vent
free). The store also offers insert and ceramiccoated gas logs (both fiber and cement). None
of these things may sound important in July,
but that will change in a couple of months, when
the brisk fall rolls around.
If you just can’t look past the summer,
though, Four Seasons offers patio heaters, pool
heaters, outdoor built-in grills, firepits and
skeeter vacs. For the uninitiated, skeeter vacs
are set up in the yard, away from frequently
congregated areas. The vacuum attracts mosquitoes, and when they get close enough, sucks
them up.
Four Seasons also carries brands like Empire, Napoleon, White Mountain, Peterson and
Regency.
With both businesses, Trapp, in effect, offers it all. Hearth and Home can provide the
heating unit and deliver it to your home, while
Pro-gas can install the merchandise, as well as
gas lines. The only thing you need to look elsewhere for is the gas itself.
Despite the synergy, Trapp said, “We’ll service anybody’s equipment,” Four Seasons or
otherwise.
Like all busy relationships (and for that matter marriages), the couple’s duties are split. Ron
performs the deliveries and installation, while
Mary takes care of sales, the books and generally manages the business. (This comes after
17 years as an account executive in the insurance industry.)
Mary Trapp, who never worked in retail before, said the switch was something of a change,
despite her corporate management experience.
However, she said, “Ron’s life didn’t change a
ton. He knows this stuff like the back of his
hand. He could probably tell somebody in his
sleep how it works.”
Nevertheless, Trapp is not too proud to

Ron Trapp, right, opened Four Seasons Hearth and Home with his wife Mary,
left, in 2008. Trapp said his business “had a good first year.”
keep learning as he goes. In the near future,
he plans to get certified by the National Fireplace Institute.
Trapp said that, while the winter is the store’s
busiest season, shoppers shouldn’t procrastinate. “If you wait until fall, you have to deal
with the busy season,” he said, which means a
somewhat longer period before delivery, and
the chance of items being out of stock.
In 2008, the economy wasn’t a whole lot
better than it is now and, when asked how opening a business in that climate felt, Trapp responded, “I think anybody would be nervous,”
but seemed ready to take the good with the bad.
But, he seemed upbeat about the store’s vis-

ibility, reporting, “We get a lot of traffic from
people over at Shaw’s,” which is located nearby.
Trapp said he had “a good first year.” He also
said working for himself is “rewarding,” adding, “It’s fun, but it’s also a little stressful.”
When asked if, when starting his career in 1993,
he ever thought the day would come when he
owned two businesses, Trapp smiled and said,
“Never.”
Four Seasons Hearth and Home is open Tuesdays through Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The store may be
reached at 467-4793. For more information,
visit www.fourseasonshearthandhome.com.

Marlborough Native Returns to Film Small-Town Life
by Sarah McCoy
Don’t tell Sean Hanley there’s nothing to do
in a small town.
The Marlborough native and current
Emerson College student is making a film about
life in a small town – specifically his life in
Marlborough.
The film, titled Hindsight, is a combination
of footage Hanley is shooting this year and old
home movies from his 18 years in Marlborough.
“It’s a non-verbal personal look at small town
culture,” Hanley explained.
Hanley lived in Marlborough with his older
sister, Megan, and parents, Tom and Kathy, until
he graduated from RHAM High School in 2006.
Soon after, his parents moved to Michigan, and
Hanley left for college in Boston.
Hindsight, as Hanley describes on his
website www.seanthanley.com, is “part celebration, and part eulogy.” It’s an experimental
documentary that shows life in Marlborough
over the course of a year. Hanley uses the
changes in Seasons to represent the changes in
his own life as he grows up and faces new experiences.
While the film is personal in nature, the finished product will actually serve as Hanley’s
thesis for his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at
Emerson College. The BFA is the highest degree awarded by Emerson. Hanley said he is
pursing it because he wants to challenge himself.
Hindsight has certainly been a challenge.
Still living in Boston, Hanley returns to his
hometown as often as he can to film. He filmed
the Easter service at Marlborough Congregational Church and graduation at RHAM High
School. He was in town earlier this month to
film swimming lessons at Lake Terramuggus,
a virtual requirement for growing up in
Marlborough.
Most of the time Hanley is by himself – lugging equipment, setting up shots, and filming

his vision. When he does have help, it’s fellow
classmates at Emerson.
Hanley has also been relying on the help of
local residents to make Hindsight a reality. And
whether it’s a bed or a meal, Hanley has gotten
the help he needs.
He’s even been able to borrow equipment
from local friends. Last month Hanley met up
with Hebron resident Matt Troy. Troy, who
wrapped up filming on a film about Lowis and
Cesar Peters earlier this summer, was able to
provide Hanley with a piece of equipment
needed for Hindsight.
Support is even coming in the form of donations. The Marlborough Arts Center has stepped
up to be a fiscal sponsor for the production. This
means that any donations that Hanley receives
are tax-deductible, as the Arts Center is a nonprofit organization.
Hanley estimates the final product to have
an $8,000 price tag. He’s applied for grants to
defray the cost, but the balance will have to
come from donations or out of Hanley’s own
pocket.
One of the grants Hanley is up for is from
Kodak. Film schools from across the world select one of their students to be eligible for one
of five Kodak grants. Hanley is Emerson’s selection. The grant winners are expected to be
announced later this summer.
The inspiration for Hindsight came from
Baraka, a film Hanley watched in Spanish class
when he was a student at RHAM. The film is a
visual journey through the world. “It focuses
on culture on a massive world scene,” Hanley
explained. “I wanted to make a Baraka about
small towns.”
Hanley said the subject was important to him
because, “I have come to appreciate the town’s
importance on my life.” Hanley’s film is a balance between the images and rituals of smalltown culture told in a cinematically interesting
way. Using time lapses, mixed media and other

Sean Hanley, originally from Marlborough, sets up a shot at Blish Park last Friday.
Hanley is documenting life in Marlborough for a film, entitled Hindsight. The film
will combine footage of Hanley’s childhood with current shots to tell the story of
Marlborough in a year.
filming techniques, Hanley hopes to show life
and changes in Marlborough.
Filming has provided Hanley a trip down
memory lane as well as an opportunity to connect with people he hasn’t seen in years. There
is a group site about the project set up at the
social networking website Facebook.com, and,
through that group, he received a message from
his fourth-grade teacher “wanting to know more
about the film,” Hanley said, adding, “My old
Little League coach helped me get access to

film at the baseball field. It’s been a community effort.”
Hanley won’t finish shooting the film until
the end of this year. It will be screened at the
Museum of Fine Arts in May of 2010 with the
other Emerson BFA student films. Hanley is
working with the Marlborough Arts Center to
have a local premiere in June.
More information on Hindsight, including
how to donate to the film, can be found at
www.seanthanley.com.

Hodge’s Executive Assistant Announces
Bid for Colchester First Selectman
by Adam Benson
First Selectwoman Linda Hodge has at least
one competitor for her seat heading into the
Democratic Town Committee’s (DTC’s) July
28 caucuses – and she sees him every day.
Earlier this week, Mike Caplet, Hodge’s executive assistant since January 2008, announced in a press release that he planned to
seek the DTC’s nomination for the position.
“I am committed to good government, and
will sustain that focus if nominated and ultimately elected,” Caplet said. “My experiences
as a construction project manager, regional
business director, teacher and police officer
give me a unique and broad perspective on
issues affecting Colchester.”
Caplet, 31, brings limited political experience. Prior to taking his current job, he served
on the town’s Ethics Commission in his only
role on an appointed or elected body.
In 2008, Caplet also served as assistant treasurer to Linda Orange in her campaign to become State Representative.
Caplet – who got his current job through
the town’s human resources department after
several interviews – said he has no plans to
step down, and spoke with Hodge about his
intentions to run.
“I’ve had a conversation with Linda about
this, and we both agree our professional relationship in the office will not be affected by
this,” Caplet said.
For her part, Hodge said she’s waiting to
see what decision the DTC makes during its
caucuses before issuing a statement.
“I know there have been people interested
[in seeking the nomination], but I pretty much
am just sitting and waiting for the DTC’s decision and at that point, I may decide what
steps I may or may not take,” she said. “They
have not told me what they’ve decided one
way or the other.”
Caplet said his primary motivation to run
is to give delegates – and town voters – a
choice. He declined to specifically comment
on his feelings about the job Hodge has done
since taking office.
“This was a personal decision based on
what I think I can contribute to the position,
and less about what you hear from others,”
Caplet said. “I definitely spent quite a bit of
time mulling this one over, but I basically decided that I feel like I have a lot to offer, and
what better way to get involved in the democratic process than putting your name in.”
DTC Chairman John Malsbenden, also a

Mike Caplet
member of the Board of Selectmen (BOS), said
Thursday Caplet has distinguished himself by
providing the BOS and townspeople with
ample information on the town’s website
(www.colchesterct.gov) and has shown an interest in local government since taking the job.
“He goes to a lot of committee meetings
that his job doesn’t require him to go to just to
keep abreast of the process,” Malsbenden said.
“He’s extremely capable and very, very interested in government.”
Malsbenden – who doesn’t sit on the DTC’s
nominating committee – said Caplet is “eminently qualified” to be First Selectman, but
said his thoughts were an “observation” and
not a direct endorsement of his fledgling campaign.
“I do believe he would be an excellent First
Selectman should he be nominated,”
Malsbenden said.
Caplet said he plans to build his campaign
around “responsiveness to the people and
comprehsenive long-term fiscal planning.”
“Especially in these economic times, we
have an obligation to ensure that each tax dollar from every Colchester citizen is spent efficiently for the benefit of the community,”
Caplet said. “I look forward to starting a campaign focused on the issues. Colchester is a
great place to live, and I know we can make it
even better.”

Resident Displaying Art in Hebron
by Eve Potts
In an area where fine artists abound, Anita
Putnam stands out for the vivid freshness of
her painting viewpoint. Many of her works are
portraits – but not portraits as we are accustomed to think of them. Her portraits are about
gesture, body language and feeling rather than
about capturing a perfect photographic image.
Her paintings may look simple, but when
viewed objectively people become aware of the
complexity and the skill involved. Her lush
paintings are a journal of her life – keen observations of her family and friends. Her incandescent colors are clean, her forms uncomplicated.
Putnam was born in Massachusetts but lives
in a lakeside Colchester cottage in summer, returning to her Sanibel/Fort Meyers, FL, retreat
in winter. A trim, compact woman with spiky,
neatly-clipped white hair, Putnam comes from
a long line of painters on her paternal side. She
studied art at the Boston Museum School of
Fine Arts and Boston University. After a long
career as vice president of a large Hartfordbased insurance company, she retired to her
orchid-filled home and to her pursuit of her love
of painting. Her work has been shown in juried
shows in Connecticut and Florida.
There are no worked-over forms on her canvases. Her paintings are neatly blocked and conceived. Simple shapes turn complex. A visual
spell embodies the vibrant nature of her works.
From positive asymmetrical shapes, she creates
interesting negative spaces. Her bold shapes fill
the canvas, often extending outside the space.
Her backgrounds swirl with luminous colors
and patterns.
One triptych of a dancing lady with red hair
is a perfect example of her creative energy. The
delightfully large woman on the canvas gracefully dances across the three pieces, backgrounds changing, poses moving, her yellow
shoes obviously tapping. In another painting,
an older woman sits in a lavender chair, her blue
dress blending into the background, her hands
large and expressive. Yellows and oranges in
fascinating shapes complete the painting. Flowers are often featured, leaves coming from polka
dotted vases, striped fabric in the background,
the shape of a dog emerging from a solid color
in one corner. She is working on a new group
of paintings featuring runners of every size and
shape.

A piece by local artist Anita Putnam,
whose works are currently being
displayed in Hebron.
Many of her paintings are of women. Her
handsome, white-haired husband and her dog
also appear often in her work. Her landscapes
are luscious, her still lifes stunning. She paints
apples and pears and oranges. She does not
strive for realistic color. Instead, she thinks in
terms of color, density and how it impacts space.
Her color hues are carefully mixed, clear, strong
and unmuddied. Over the years, her palette has
changed from Milton Avery-like pastels to
stronger and more vivid tones. She tells her students, “Start painting what you see, set it down,
then forget nature and go with your feelings.”
She personally does this very successfully no
matter what her subject matter. What you learn
from her is to observe the subject, capturing
the expression that characterizes – the shape of
the object, the tilt of the head, the hand gesture, the sway of the hips, the length of the
stride.
A few of Putnam’s paintings are on view until
the end of July as part of a group art show at
the Artisan Frame and Gallery, 12 Main St.,
Hebron. Denise Thompson is representing her
there and can be reached at 228-1630.
Eve Potts is an Essex-based author and
writer.

Hebron Man Arrested After Alleged
Relationship with 15-Year-Old

Joanne Collins Leaving
Hebron Elementary
by Sarah McCoy
After serving as principal of Hebron Elementary School (HES) for the last five years, Joanne
Collins has accepted a new position as Principal at East Haddam Elementary School.
Her last day in Hebron will be Aug. 1.
The Board of Education (BOE) accepted
Collins’ resignation at its July 9 meeting. BOE
Chair Jane Dube called Collins a “kind, warm
administrator.”
“You can tell in a five-minute conversation
that she’s a caring person,” Dube added. “She
loves children and the children love her.”
Both Collins and Superintendent of Schools
Ellie Cruz were on vacation this week, and were
unable to comment for this story.
The BOE and school administration are currently in the process of forming a hiring committee to consider applicants for the position
of HES principal. Dube said this committee

would likely consist of Cruz, a BOE member,
a parent, a member of the community and perhaps a member of the Board of Selectmen.
The vacancy is currently being advertised,
and Dube hopes to move forward with the process over the summer. However, a new principal is not expected to be hired before the new
school year starts at the end of August. Dube
hopes to have a new principal begin in September.
Dube said, in its hiring, the BOE is looking
for an individual who can continue the good
work being done at HES. Administrative experience at the intermediate level is desired.
“We’re looking for someone who’s personable,
has excellent communication skills and can
come in and work well with the staff, parents,
and community,” she said.

by Sarah McCoy
A local man was arrested last week following a seven-month investigation into an
alleged relationship between him and a 15year-old Hebron resident.
Derrick Viens, 20, of 48 Loveland Rd., was
arrested July 7 and charged with one count
of second-degree sexual assault and one count
of illegal sexual contact with a victim under
the age of 16, according to State Police.
Due to the victim’s age her name is withheld from documents on file at Rockville
Superior Court. She is referred to as “Jane
Doe.”
According to court documents, Doe and
Viens met when she was 14 and he 19. The
pair began communicating online and over
the telephone until last October, a year from
their initial meeting, when the victim requested Viens’ help with biology schoolwork.
Doe introduced Viens to her parents as an 18year-old RHAM High School graduate, court
documents say.
Doe’s mother told police that she didn’t
have any concerns at this point as Viens
seemed “very polite” and the tutoring
seemed “legitimate,” according to court
documents.
Viens and Doe met at his Loveland Road
house three times for tutoring in November
2008, the documents say. At their final meeting, both Viens and Doe told police they went
downstairs and began to kiss, court documents

say. The two differed on what happened next,
according to court documents.
Doe reported to police that the content progressed to intimate fondling, court documents
say. While she told police she felt pressure
“down there,” Doe said she did not believe
intercourse had occured. Later on that night
she asked Viens if she was still a virgin, he
said “yes.”
According to Viens, the two were both
touching one another and he performed oral
sex on her, but denied even attempting intercourse with Doe.
Viens also stated that he believed Doe was
16 years old. This is disputed by Doe’s mother
who said that her daughter’s correct age was
on her Facebook page. A girl identified in
court documents as Doe’s best friend also
stated that she believed, Viens knew Doe’s real
age, as it was the source of jokes amongst their
mutual group of friends.
Last November, Doe’s father was made
aware of the relationship between his daughter and Viens through Doe’s 18-year-old
cousin. Doe’s father contacted the State Police and the matter was under investigation
by Hebron Resident State Trooper Kelly
Kraynak.
Bond for Viens was set at $25,000. He was
arraigned in court on Wednesday. The case
was continued until Aug. 12.

Colchester Police News
7/8: Ronald Demers, 19, of 32 Elm St., was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of less than four ounces of
marijuana and driving to endanger other motorists, State Police said.
7/9: Geoffrey Walker, 52, of East Windsor,
was charged with driving under the influence,
State Police said.
7/9: Harold Tyles, 43, of 235 Amston Rd.,
was charged with breach of peace and criminal mischief, State Police said.
7/9: Roderick Marcoux, 37, of Willimantic,
was charged with DUI, State Police said.
7/10: Thomas Soboleski, 18, of 19 Miller
Rd., was charged with violation of probation,
State Police said.
7/10: Donald Hast, 51, of 139 Lebanon
Ave., was charged with DUI and having an
unsafe tire, State Police said.
7/11: James Gulizio, 43, of 10 Scofield Rd.,
was charged with third-degree assault, disor-

derly conduct, interfering with a 911 call and
risk of injury, State Police said.
7/11: Diane King, 44, of West Hartford, was
charged with risk of injury, driving while intoxicated and failure to drive in the proper lane,
State Police said.
7/12: Ryan Hall, 18, of East Haddam, was
charged with first-degree criminal mischief,
State Police said.
7/12: Alexander Shanfield, 20, of 986 Norwich Ave., was charged with two counts of
first-degree failure to appear, State Police said.
7/12: Jason McClellan, 29, of Manchester,
was charged with third-degree burglary and
first-degree larceny, State Police said.
7/14: Joseph Moore, 45, of East Hartford,
was charged with second-degree failure to appear, State Police said.
7/14: Christopher Geer, 27, of Dedham,
Mass., was charged with second-degree failure to appear, State Police said.

East Hampton Police News
6/25 — Henry L. Morehouse III, 43, of 64
Main St., was arrested for operating under the
influence of alcohol and failure to drive right,
East Hampton Police said.
6/25 — Brendan Danaher, 26, of 4 Penny
Corner Rd., Portland, was issued a ticket for
operating an unregistered motor vehicle, police
said.
6/26 — Heath R. Galvin, 20, of 61 N. Main
St., was issued a ticket for causing unnecessary noise, police said.
6/26 — Bonnie Parkinson, 51, of 91
Moodus-Leesville Rd., Moodus, was issued a
ticket for operating an unregistered motor vehicle, police said.
6/27 — Arthur A. Carpino, 59, of 41A Lake
Dr., was arrested for sixth-degree larceny, police said.
6/27 — Dominic D. Accarpio Jr., 40, of 266
Wopowog Rd., was arrested for operating under the influence of alcohol, failure to obey a

Andover Police News
7/1: Nathan Price, 21, of 209 Bunker Hill
Rd., was charged with operating an unregistered
motor vehicle, operating a motor vehicle under
suspension, failure to drive right and failure to
drive a reasonable distance apart, State Police
said.
7/7: Daniel Drabicki, 23, of Bear Swamp
Road, was charged with making an improper
turn, driving under the influence and having
unsafe tires, State Police said.

Marlborough
Police News
7/7: Michael Goodchild, 24, of New Britain, was charged with driving while intoxicated
and reckless driving, State Police said.
7/10: David Diaz, 23, of Springfield, MA,
was charged with reckless operation of a motor vehicle, State Police said.

Car Strikes
Marlborough Home
A Marlborough woman struck an unoccupied home with her vehicle along Lafayette
Street last week.
It happened at about 7:09 p.m. on July 9,
when 43-year-old Maryellen Fries of 159
Flood Rd. failed to negotiate a sharp curve
and collided with the home, according to police reports.
Fries’ 2002 Toyota Camry suffered major
damage, and she was transported to
Marlborough Clinic for observation, though
authorities reported there were no injuries at
the scene.
Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Bill Lord could not be reached for comment.
No charges were filed against Fries in the
wake of the incident, police said.

stop sign, operating an unregistered motor vehicle and operating without insurance, police
said.
6/27 — Jeffery T. Buchanan, 20, of 70 Mt.
Parnassus Rd., East Haddam, was arrested for
operating under the influence of alcohol and/
or drugs, failure to drive right, possession of
marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia, police said.
6/29 — Christie Merrill, of 45 Smith St., was
issued a ticket for nuisance dog, police said.
6/30 — Shawn R. Aldrich, 24, of 16 Hayes
Rd., was arrested for misuse of plates, operating without insurance, operating an unregistered
motor vehicle and failure to display plates, police said.
6/30 — Beth Moran, 35, of 252 Norwich
Ave., Colchester, was issued a ticket for operating an unregistered motor vehicle and failure
to display plates, police said.

Portland Police News
7/4: Armand Hersey, 42, of 1603 PortlandCobalt Rd., was charged with breach of peace
and violation of probation, State Police said.
7/8 — Kelly Lafave, 31, of 99 Eastern Dr.,
Middletown, was charged with third-degree
burglary, second-degree larceny, third-degree
larceny, third-degree conspiracy to commit burglary and second-degree conspiracy to commit
larceny, Portland Police said.
7/8 — Kathleen Ireton, 52, of 200 Laura Ln.,
Rocky Hill, was charged with sixth-degree larceny, police said.

Hebron Police News
7/2: Douglas Church, 20, of 171 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, was charged with second-degree criminal mischief, State Police said.
7/8: Donald Mayo, 41, of Columbia, was
charged with fifth-degree larceny, State Police
said.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson
Major League Baseball’s All-Star Game
was played this past Tuesday night, as it is
every year around this time. And, as is also
the case every year, most of it I didn’t watch.
See, while I’m a baseball fan, I just don’t
have a lot of interest in the All-Star Game.
Oh, it’s fun to see which players from the
Mets get selected to go (and, to a lesser extent, which players from my fantasy baseball
squad get to go), and, as a fan of National
League baseball, I always root for the NL. I
usually watch the start of it, with the player
introductions, the singing of the National
Anthem, and stuff like that. This year the pregame stuff was especially fun, as President
Obama threw out the first pitch, becoming
just the fourth sitting president to throw out a
first pitch at an All-Star Game (in case
anyone’s wondering, the pitch was a little low,
but he got it over the plate, and it didn’t
bounce).
But when the game starts, I watch maybe
an inning, and then change the channel (this
year, to America’s Got Talent, a fun little summertime talent show on NBC). The game itself just doesn’t hold my interest.
While I’ve never been overly enthralled by
the All-Star Game – as I’ll explain a little later,
I think I’m a little too young for it – my interest in it has waned more in recent years, after
interleague play took off. Seeing the best and
brightest from the American League take on
the best and brightest from the National
League loses a little luster when you basically saw the same thing just two or three
weeks earlier. Granted, not every team is
chock full of All-Star-caliber players (well,
maybe the Yankees), but you still get to see
the AL elite take on the NL elite, if not all in
the same game, then certainly via highlights
on Sportscenter.
Which brings me to my “little too young”
comment. The All-Star Game is really a game
that was designed for an earlier generation.
In the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s, the All-Star Game,
broadcast in prime time on national television, was your best chance to see players from
other teams. There was no ESPN, no highlight show showing you clips of all the games
being played that day. Your exposure to baseball – aside from the Game of the Week on
ABC or CBS – was limited to the team that
broadcast in your area (and that’s if your team
broadcast games; it seems almost unbelievable now, in an era when all 162 games of,
say, the Kansas City Royals are on TV, but
there was a time when not every team had a
television contract. The Mets, being in the
New York market, had one since their birth
in 1962 but, from what I’ve read, there were
several teams that went a long time without
one).
But cable TV sort of changed everything.
And I’ve probably never experienced the AllStar Game the way, say, my father did during
his youth. I started to become a big baseball
fan not long before my parents got cable – so
I could see baseball’s stars, from either league,
on a regular basis, via highlight shows on
ESPN each night. So the All-Star Game never
had many “hey, wow, look at these guys!” or
“oh, so that’s what he looks like” moments
for me. I’d already seen those guys, and knew
what they could do. Yeah, it was kinda neat
to see them all in the same park, but that was
a novelty that would generally wear off pretty
quickly.
I guess others feel the way I do – that with
cable TV and then interleague play, the AllStar Game isn’t as special as it once was – as
the television ratings for the game started really dropping in the ’90s. The game notched
its lowest ratings ever in 2002, which was also
the year the game ended in a tie, as managers
for both the AL and NL squads had simply
used all their players. That was the last straw
for MLB, which in 2003 instituted a silly new
rule, declaring that the league that wins the
All-Star Game would be given home field
advantage in that year’s World Series. “This
time, it counts,” the advertisements for the
All-Star Game declared.
But the All-Star Game shouldn’t count; it

should be a fun, light exhibition game, a nice
little break in the season. I know there have
been instances over the years where players
have played the game with a lot of intensity,
but let’s not forget there’s still the second half
of a long season to be played. The game
should be a fluffy, low-pressure affair.
Has the new “This time, it counts” strategy worked for MLB? Not really. According
to baseball-almanac.com, the 2003 All-Star
Game notched a 9.5 rating and 17 share
(meaning 17 percent of all audiences with a
TV on at that time were watching the game),
identical numbers to what the 2002 contest
posted. And that was the last time the game
rated even that highly.
So, since the new system hasn’t exactly
pulled eyeballs back to the game, I say it’s
time to go back to the former method of determining home field advantage: simply alternating year to year between the NL and the
AL park. Better still would be rewarding home
field advantage to the World Series participant with the best regular season record. (I
still don’t quite get why MLB can’t do this.)
But either way, let’s stop making the All-Star
Game into something more than it was designed to be, which was a fun, meaningless
exhibition game.
In 2003, Commissioner Bud Selig said the
World Series thing was done to restore some
“relevance” to the All-Star Game. Sorry, Bud,
that plan hasn’t really seemed to work. The
game’s glory days are still in the past, and
they’re not likely to return, not as long as cable
TV and interleague are still around (and while
it’d be silly to expect cable TV to go away,
Bud could do something about interleague if
he really wanted to – but, of course, he’ll never
want to). Restore the All-Star Game to what
it was, before 2003, and stop punishing a
World Series participant for something that
happened at an exhibition game months earlier.
***
Another reason to like President Obama
surfaced last week: He knows his classic TV.
To be more precise, he knows Get Smart.
Before I explain what I mean, here’s some
backstory. Growing up, I was a huge Get
Smart fan. Not long after I discovered reruns
of the show on Nick at Nite, I was taping it
every night (as it typically came on very late),
then watching it upon returning home from
school the next afternoon. I owned two books
dealing with the history of the show, and read
them often. I knew episodes by title, and had
memorized whole lines.
As I grew up, I stopped being quite so, well,
obsessed, but my fandom has remained. I own
all 138 episodes of the series on DVD, as well
as the Steve Carell movie that came out last
year (which, incidentally, I saw in the theaters
opening night). I met many members of the
cast and crew at an event a few years ago. I
even managed to work a Maxwell Smart
catchphrase into a story lede one time.
So, a smile formed on my face when I came
across this story last week. The Obama family recently visited Russia, and, during an interview, a reporter from ABC asked the President if his two daughters, Sasha and Malia,
were having fun in Moscow.
“You know they’re great travelers,” Obama
said. “Sasha was walking down one of the
halls of the Kremlin yesterday. She had her
trench coat on, had her pockets in her trench
coat. We called her Agent 99; she just looked
like she knew where she was going. I thought
she was going to pull out her shoe phone.”
For the uninformed, Agent 99 did wear
trench coats pretty often on the show, particularly in the earlier episodes. (In a nice touch,
the makers of last year’s movie also dressed
99 in a trench coat.)
I thought it was pretty neat when I learned
Obama had said that. It’s not often that the
President of the United States makes reference to one of your favorite TV shows – particularly one that’s more than 40 years old –
in a casual conversation.
***
See you next week.
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Charles A. Barrasso

David Arthur Hughes

Douglas Andrew

Laura Ann Fontaine

Charles A. Barrasso, 81, of the Gilead section
of Hebron, beloved husband of Bernice
(Melluzzo) Barrasso, passed away Sunday, July
12, at home, surrounded by his loving family.
Born in Gilead on Nov. 12, 1927, he was a son of
the late Joseph and Frances (Cianflone) Barrasso.
A lifelong resident of Hebron, he was very involved in the community. He was an active life
member of the Hebron Lions and Lions International, having served as past president, past president of the CT Fair Association, past superintendent of the Hebron Harvest Fair and was a recipient of the Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow Award,
Knight of the Blind and was Lion of the Year.
Charles was a life member of the Hebron Volunteer Fire Department and had also served on
numerous town committees, including the Hebron
Board of Education and the Planning & Zoning
Commission. Charles was an active communicant
of the Church of the Holy Family in Hebron.
In addition to his loving wife of 53 years, he is
survived by three daughters, Jean Barrasso of
Mystic, Dawn Barrasso of Groton and Fern
Barrasso and her husband, Steven Jones of
Glastonbury; a beloved grandson, Andrew Jones
of Glastonbury; his sister, Yolanda and Lt. Col.
Marvin Ross of Vernon; his brother-in-law, John
Malecky of Hebron; and numerous extended family members and friends.
He was predeceased by two sisters, Dorothy
Colgan and Gloria Malecky; and a brother, Joseph R. Barrasso.
Friends called Tuesday, July 14, at the AuroraMcCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd.,
Colchester. The funeral liturgy was celebrated
Wednesday, July 15, directly at the Church of the
Holy Family, 185 Church St., Hebron, with Fr.
Michael Smith, officiating. Interment followed in
Rose Hill Memorial Park, Rocky Hill.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers,
donations in his memory be made to the Church
of the Holy Family, the Hebron Lions, the Hebron
Volunteer Fire Department, or Hospice of Southeastern Connecticut.
For online condolences, visit www.aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

David Arthur Hughes, 60, of Seminole, FL,
formerly of Marlborough, passed away June 2.
David was born at Hartford Hospital on Jan. 29,
1949, to Arthur Howard Hughes and Laura Ellen
Kenealy Hughes.
He grew up in Hartford, where his father was
president at Trinity College, and raised a family
in Marlborough, where he built his own house.
He later lived in Plymouth, living on the lake and
volunteering as a fireman before relocating his
family to Seminole in 1996. After graduating from
Buckley High School in Hartford in 1967, David
enlisted in the U.S. Navy. He trained at Great
Lakes Naval Station and served as an EMT in the
service. He went on to work at Aetna Life and
Casualty, Time Realty in Marlborough, and was
employed for many years at the Hartford Insurance Group.
David was actively involved with the Freemasons both in Connecticut and Florida. While residing in Marlborough, David was also active in
his local Lions Club. His family and friends will
remember his quick sense of humor, love of a
good joke and fondness for both reading and writing. He was brilliant and self-taught in many difficult subjects including computer programming,
electrical engineering, general contracting, and he
recently passed a very difficult Commercial General Contractor’s license for the State of Florida
on the first try. His quick wit and command of
the English language will be missed by all who
knew and loved him.
David is survived by his loving wife of 21 years,
Dana, his sons Mark and Daniel, his daughter
Jennifer and his sister Kathleen.
A private memorial service will be held by his
family in Florida in July. Donations in David’s
memory can be made to Lifelink Legacy Fund,
409 Bayshore Blvd., Tampa, FL 33606 (where
successful transplant surgery extended David’s
life by eight years), or Woodside Hospice, c/o
Suncoast Hospice Foundation, 5771 Roosevelt
Blvd., Clearwater, FL 33760.

Douglas Andrew, 80, of Tolland, formerly of
Mansfield, Niantic and Colchester, beloved husband of the late Jean (Hall) Andrew, died Monday, July 13, at Woodlake at Tolland. He was born
Dec. 4, 1928, in Springfield, MA, son of the late
George and Dorothy (Gordon) Andrew.
Mr. Andrew was a veteran of World War II and
the Korean War serving in the U.S.M.C. He was
an active member of the Colchester Lions Club
and Manchester Lodge No. 73 A.F. & A.M. Mr.
Andrew was employed for over 28 years with the
Smith Valve Company before retiring in 1985 as
Senior Vice President of Manufacturing.
He is survived by a son and daughter-in-law,
Glenn and Gail Andrew of Spencer, MA, his
daughter and son-in-law, Carol and Ronald
Atkinson of Tolland with whom he made his
home, three grandchildren, Ian Andrew, Brooke
Andrew and Christopher Atkinson. He also leaves
two brothers, Rev. Leslie Andrew and his wife
Virginia of Arkansas and Gordon Andrew of
Farmington.
Funeral services will be today, Friday, July 17,
at 10 a.m., at Holmes Funeral Home, 400 Main
St, Manchester. Burial with military honors will
follow in East Cemetery, Manchester. Calling
hours were Thursday, July 16, at the funeral home.
There was a Masonic Service during the calling
hours.
Memorial contributions may be made to the
Colchester Lions Club or to the Fidelco Guide
Dog Foundation, 103 Iron Ore Road, Bloomfield,
CT 06002.
To sign the online guestbook or for directions
to the funeral home, visit www.holmeswatkinsfuneralhomes.com.

Laura Ann Fontaine, 42, of Pickens, SC, formerly of Colchester, moved on to her heavenly
home Friday, July 3. The daughter of Stuart H.
Fontaine and Judith (Hussey) Fontaine, Laura attended Dudley Hall in Massachusetts, where she
studied business and Bacon Academy.
Laura was a former member of the Thompson
Grange and St. Andrew’s Church. She loved
spending time with her grandson, sewing and
quilting and teaching those crafts to others.
Laura is survived by her parents of Colchester;
her children, Dalton T. Greenleaf, Joshua L.
Greenleaf and his fiancé Elizabeth M. Schreffler,
Reba O. Greenleaf, all of Easley, SC; her sister,
Debra A. Holt of Colchester; her brother, Stuart
H. Fontaine II and his wife Kimberley of East
Hampton; her beloved grandson, Tristan L.
Greenleaf; and many nieces and nephews.
A private memorial service will be held at
Pickens Presbyterian Church in Pickens, SC.
In honoring Laura’s lifetime of helping others
less fortunate, donations may be made in her
memory to the Salvation Army.
Online condolences may be made at
www.westvillefuneralhome.com. Arrangements
are in the care of Westville Funeral Home.

Colchester

Mary Jane Helveston, 71, died Sunday, July
12, after a long, brave battle with breast cancer.
She passed away peacefully in her sleep at
Middlesex Hospital. Mary Jane was born in Portland, on Aug. 13, 1937, to Mary Bloomquist and
the late Milton Bloomquist.
She lived in Portland her entire life and loved
the community very much. Mary Jane graduated
from Portland High School and worked at Guida’s
Dairy, Liberty Bank, Farrell’s Restaurant and
McDonald’s, a job she especially loved because
she got to talk with so many different kinds of
people. Mary Jane was passionate about her family and especially her grandchildren. She was happiest when gardening, bowling, building
dollhouses, and shopping for bargains at tag sales.
Mary Jane is survived by her husband of 25
years, Howard Helveston; her son Skip Wagner
and his wife Mary; her three daughters, Kimberly
Fischburg and her husband Kenn, Gidget Matulis
and her husband George and Jackie Gotta and her
husband Dickie. She also leaves three step-children, Bill Helveston and his wife Rose of East
Hampton, Ted Helveston and his wife Leisha of
Schenectady, NY, and Gail Larcher of Annapolis, MD. She is also survived by her 12 grandchildren, Heather Kissinger, Kasie Wagner, Jessica and Jules Fischburg, Erica and Lindsey
Matulis, Elizabeth and RJ Gotta, Liz and Blake
Helveston, Tom and Bryan Helveston; and two
great-granddaughters. She leaves her brother
Charles Bloomquist; her sister Ruth Ann Chong
of Honolulu, HI, and sister Sue Horii and her
husband Paul of Seattle, WA.
The family would like to thank all of the supportive friends who loved Mary Jane for her kind,
unselfish nature and wonderful sense of humor.
Additional sincere thanks to Dr. Robert Levy and
the Connecticut Oncology staff for their compassionate care. Her family received relatives and
friends in the Portland Memorial Funeral Home,
231 Main St., Portland, Wednesday, July 15. Funeral services were Thursday, July 16, at Zion
Lutheran Church. Interment followed in the
Swedish Cemetery in Portland.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions be made to the Middlesex Hospital Hospice Unit, 28 Crescent St., Middletown, CT
06457, or to the Portland Food Bank, 33 E. Main
St., Portland, CT 06480.
For directions, or to leave an online expression
of sympathy, visit www.portlandmemorialfh.net.

Agnes E. Fish
Agnes E. (Snell) Fish, 68, of Sharptown, MD,
passed away Friday, July 10, at Peninsula Regional Medical Center. She was the daughter of
the late Harold and Maxine (Nelkin) Snell of
Colchester. Born Feb. 8, 1941, in Hartford,
Annore grew up in Colchester and graduated from
Bacon Academy in 1959.
Annore worked as a receptionist at Pratt &
Whitney in East Hartford, where she met the love
of her life, Jim Fish. They were married April 2,
1966, and had a loving marriage. Annore was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis at a young age
and yet still managed to be a great homemaker.
She enjoyed cooking, bird watching, reading, traveling and raising her family. She was a devout
Christian and taught Sunday School at the
Westchester Congregational Church as well as the
Heritage Congregational Church.
Annore was instrumental in getting handicap
access for voting at the local gymnasium with the
help of Sam Gejdensen. Prior to this, anyone from
Colchester bound to a wheelchair had to use an
absentee ballot.
Annore is survived by her husband, Jim Fish,
her three children and spouses: Dale Fish of West
Hartford, Eleanore and Steve Kelly of Salisbury,
MD, and Debbie and Gilbert Kaback of
Colchester, as well as her brother Brian Snell of
Colchester, sisters Minnette Facey of Williamsport, PA, Karen Snell of Colchester and Hilary
Snell, as well as six grandchildren and many extended family members and friends.
A memorial service officiated by Reverend
Karl Ostberg, will be held Sunday, July 26, at 2
p.m., at the Westchester Congregational Church.
Burial will follow at the family plot at the
Westchester Cemetery.

Portland

Mary Jane Helveston

Marlborough

Madeline Forland Sevich
Madeline Forland
Sevich, resident of
Marlborough for 40
years, died Sunday, July
12, following a brave
battle with cancer. She
was born May 25, 1944,
in Westfield, MA,
daughter of Mary
Forland and the late Olaf
Forland. She was the
loving wife of George
Sevich for 40 years.
She was a secretary
for eight years in the ‘60s for Agway, Combustion Engineering and United Technologies Company. She also worked part-time in the ‘70s and
‘80s for the Richmond Memorial Library, Little
People Unlimited and RHAM Junior High
School. She was an active volunteer in the elementary school for both of her children. She was a
member of the Congregational Church since 1972.
She was an active volunteer in the ‘70s and ‘80s
serving as Deacon, Sunday School teacher, served
on the Missions Committee, and worked on the
Christmas Bazaar for 10 years. Her hobbies were
making beautiful cards and knitting; it brought
her much joy to make them for her family and
friends. Beside her family and friends, she also
had a special place for angels in her life.
She is survived by her loving husband, George
Sevich, her daughter, Karen Sevich Myers, her
son, Jeff Sevich, her sister Marie Forland and
mother, Mary Forland. She was the adoring grandmother of Jake, Dessa and Bogalay Myers.
Funeral service was Wednesday, July 15, at the
Congregational Church of Marlborough. Burial
followed at the Marlborough Cemetery. There
were no calling hours.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made in her name to the Congregational Church
of Marlborough, P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT
06447 or the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 10
Brookline Place, 6th Floor, Brookline, MA 02445
or dana-farber.org/how/gifts.
Spencer Funeral Home in East Hampton has
care of the arrangements.

Hebron

Francis J. Williams
Francis J. “Fran”
Williams, 64, of Hebron
and formerly of Manchester, beloved husband of Kathy V. Williams, died unexpectedly
Saturday, July 11, at his
home. Fran was born
Dec. 21, 1944, in Hartford, son of the late
Francis J. and Rose May
(Wright) Williams and
lived in Manchester before moving to Hebron in 1974.
He has been chief of the University of Connecticut Fire Department for over 15 years at the
Storrs Campus and would have celebrated 37
years of dedicated service this coming September. In addition, he was a life member and former
Deputy Chief of the Hebron Volunteer Fire Department, the Connecticut State Fire Fighters
Association, the Connecticut Fire Chiefs Association, the Connecticut Career Chiefs Association, the International Assoc. of Fire Chiefs, the
Connecticut State Fire Marshalls Association and
the New England Association of Fire Marshalls.
Mr. Williams was a longtime member of the
Southern New England Region of The Vintage
Chevrolet Club of America and loved going to
Stowe, VT., his favorite vacation spot for more
than 20 years.
In addition to his loving wife, he is survived
by his sons and daughters-in-law, Kevin J. and
Cheri Williams of Hebron, Allen D. and Jeanne
Williams of Manchester, he was especially proud
of his five granddaughters, Ashley Williams of
Manchester, Kaitlyn E. Williams, Christina M.
Williams, Shannon R. Williams and Jessica L.
Williams all of Hebron. Other survivors include
two sisters, Joan F. Chesanek of Woodstock,
Bonnie A. Eells and her husband Robert of
Andover, two brothers, Terry J. Williams and his
wife Connie of Waterford, David R. Williams and
his wife Lynore of Salem and numerous nieces
and nephews.
Fran was predeceased by a brother Norman R.
Williams.
The family would like to extend a special thanks
to the Doctors and staff at the Middlesex
Marlborough Emergency Care Center for the
wonderful and caring treatment shown to Fran
and his family.
Funeral services were held Thursday, July 16,
at 11 a.m. at the Storrs Congregational Church, 2
North Eagleville Rd., Storrs. Burial was in the
New Hebron Cemetery, Route 85, Hebron. Calling hours were Wednesday, July 15, at Watkins
Funeral Home, 142 East Center St., Manchester.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations in Fran’s memory can be made to any of the
following organizations, The American Heart
Assoc., 1 Union St. Suite 301, Robbinsville, NJ
08691or to the American Cancer Society, 538
Preston Ave., Meriden, CT 06450 or to the UConn
Fire Dept., 126 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs, CT
06269-3165 or to the Hebron Volunteer Fire Dept.
P.O. Box 911, Hebron, CT 06248.
To sign the online register book, go to
www.holmes-watkinsfuneralhomes.com.

