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Marlborough will soon lose one of its veteran school administrators. Principal

L oraine Giannini, who hasworked at EImer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary School

for 13 years, will retirein June.

Principal Says Goodbye'
to Marlborough

by Katy Nally

Childrenwill remember her bright smile, her
stash of 101 penguin figurinesand toysand her
ubiquitous presence throughout EImer Thienes-
Mary Hall Elementary School.

Principal Loraine Giannini, who has presided
over the Marlborough elementary school for the
past 11 years, and worked for two years as as-
sistant principal, will say goodbye to students
and staff June 30.

In retirement, Giannini said she would miss
her co-workers and the students most of all.
“The sunshine in your day isto walk out and
visit a classroom,” she said. The children are
“warm no matter where you go.”

Asaprincipal, Giannini didn’'t havethe same
interaction with studentsthat teachers have, but
during her time at the school, she has formed
lasting bonds with a few alumni. Giannini re-
membered one kindergartener who left aletter
in her mailbox about once aweek for theentire
school year. She said the student became busier
infirst grade, so theletters stopped, but thetwo
werestill ableto establish aconnection through
the correspondence.

“She could write enough, and | could under-
stand her inventive spelling,” Giannini recalled
withasmile. “That didn’t happen with any other

child”

Like the little kindergartener, now other
students write Giannini letters through the
Wee Deliver program and address them to
her mailbox at Main Meadow, Penguin Park.
Special education students retrieve the in-
ter-school mail, sort through it, and distrib-
ute it, she said. Many of the same students
asowriteletters. “ They say interesting things
and it givesmeachanceto answer their ques-
tions,” she said.

Giannini still meetswith one special educa-
tion student about three times ayear. Giannini
said she first met the then fourth-grader when
she was working as a teacher in Wallingford.
She said the girl had “very, very significant
needs,” and was working to maintain eye con-
tact. But, fortunately, during fourth grade the
student made abig improvement, Giannini said.

Now that student is 25 years old and works
as a teacher’s assistant, Giannini said. “It's
wonderful finding out that you have children
who are successful,” she said.

Giannini has a fluffy token to remember
that student by — a stuffed penguin named
Muffles. Muffles sits in Giannini’s office in
his own chair, surrounded by 100 other pen-

See Principal on Page 2

AHM Telethon Celebrates Twenty Years

by Lindsay Fetzner

Next Thursday will kick-start the 20th an-
nual AHM Youth and Family Servicestelethon,
an event staff and volunteers at the regional
agency say is its largest and most important
fundraiser of the year.

The goal for thisyear'stelethon is $65,000,
afigure many believe is attainable. AHM was
able to raise that amount last year over the
course of the telethon, according to AHM Fi-
nancial Director Nella Stelzner.

Thetelethonisheldineach of thethreetowns
AHM serves — Andover, Hebron and
Marlborough. This year, the Andover portion
will take place May 4-6. The Hebron one will
take place on May 3-6, and the Marlborough
end will take place April 29 and May 3, 5 and
6. On these days, volunteers from each com-
munity will gather in the evening at their re-
spective town hallsto call residents and solicit
donations.

The telethon was started 20 years ago by
Marlborough resident Robert McBrair, who saw
AHM’s need for increased funding. Patricia
Morency, chair of the telethon, referred to
McBrair asthe“ mastermind” of the operation.

Although AHM held several smaller
fundraisers at the time, they did not yield sub-
stantial results. McBrair said the idea to call
residents from Town Hall to raise money took
off, and the telethon has been successful ever

since. “Every year, we top the year before,” he
said.

Stelzner said the telethon raises funds “for
the whole operating budget” and for all of the
programsthat AHM offers—including theteen
center, social work services, family resource
center, family counseling, summer youth the-
atre and more. “You can’t put a price on the
servicesthey offer,” Morency said.

Brenda Bula, a Marlborough resident and
member of theAHM board, said nearly 50 per-
cent of the youth service bureau’s budget is
raised through donations or grants, proving just
how important thisyear’stelethon is.

Morency said she started attending AHM
with her daughter, now a student at RHAM
Middle School, when shewasthree monthsold.
The Morency family has “stayed heavily in-
volved” with AHM over the years and views
events such as the telethon as a way “to give
back” and “to pay it forward,” she said. “We
believethat we haveto make adifferencewhile
we are here” she said. “And that is why we
volunteer.”

The telethon, Morency said, “isatrue com-
munity effort” that is able to happen because
of the countless volunteers and time they do-
nate to the cause. “We do it all asateam,” she
said. Morency aso credited the AHM office
staff, who she said are “amazing” and “work

countlesshours’ to keep the programs and ser-
vicesAHM offerstoday a possibility.

With the current state of the economy,
Stelzner said people are utilizing AHM's ser-
vices more and more. Bula said there is irony
inthe situation, because “when the economy is
bad, it'shard to raise money.” However, “that’s
when the services are most needed,” she said.
Inlight of the hard timesmany arefacing, Bula
said, “we are just so honored that people kept
us at the top of our list to support because they
realize how important our services are to the
community.”

“AHM is needed more than ever because of
these economic times,” Morency said. “It's
neighbors helping neighbors.” Shesaid eventhe
smallest donationsadd up and help to reach the
overriding goal .

Andover resident Dianne Grenier said she
is “very grateful for any donations.” “Times
are tough,” she said. “We are not twisting the
screw too hard here” She said that many people
realize that others are going through difficult
times, and as aresult, “step up their contribu-
tion levels”

Grenier, who helped to start the telethon in
Andover, said itsmain ingredient is the volun-
teer callers. However, she said, “thereis some-
thing for everyone” to do, be it donating food
and drinks, or filling envelopes with pledge

cards.

“We are ateam of individuals that make up
this amazing team, that makes this telethon
happen,” Morency said.

Younger volunteers, too, many agree, keep
thetelethon fun and lighthearted. JoleenYorio,
aHebron resident, said the telethonisa*“win-
win” with theyounger generations, asthey “get
so much out of getting to support.” Yorio said
the energy and enthusiasm from everyone at
the telethon “is wonderful.”

Over the years, Yorio, who has been on the
board for over 10 years, said Hebron has been
“very blessed with the people that have come
forward throughout the yearswhen we've been
inneed.” Like Morency, Yorio stressed that any
donation, of any amount, is welcome and that
every bit counts toward working to the bigger
goal.

Since Andover is smaller than Hebron and
Marlborough, only three days are needed for
their telethon. Grenier said Andover's goal is
to reach every householdintown, and “isgrate-
ful for any and al support.”

“AHM isawonderful organization,” shesaid.
“And al the money raised stays right here in
town to help local people” Grenier said the
funds raised help to support AHM’s services,
but also “keep our tax dollars here at home.”

See Telethon on Page 2
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Principal cont. from Front Page
guin figurines.

Once, when she taught in Wallingford,
Giannini told her students she thought penguins
were “the most adorable creatures,” and ever
since, the Antarctic animal has followed the
principal. Now students will comeinto her of-
fice and drop off anew creature for her collec-
tion. “I've never purchased a penguin,” she
noted.

When Giannini retiresin June, shewill take
her penguinswith her, and leave behind 21 years
of experience in the world of education. Be-
fore teaching, she held a previous position in
business, but was convinced to earn her teach-
ing degree and work at an elementary school.
Sincethen, she's“ never looked back,” she said.

She began working in Wallingford where she
taught fourth and fifth grade for eight years.
From there she became assistant principa in
Marlborough, and two yearslater, sheacquired
her current position as principal. Giannini said
her transition from teacher to administrator was
somewhat challenging. “You're now the evalu-
ator, the coach, the supporter,” shesaid. “You're
role changes dramatically.”

But Giannini won’t completely depart from
education when sheretires. One of her passions
is mentoring, which she first began to do in
Wallingford with first-year teachers. “I1t’s near
and dear to my heart,” she said. “I’m passion-
ate about being there and offering an experi-
ence”

Now sheworkswith studentswho arelearn-
ing to become school administrators. Giannini
helps fledgling principals to build a portfolio
and understand the work responsibilities.
“That’s the direction I'd like to continue to
take” she said.

Giannini has also been looking into teach-
ing overseas, specifically in Tanzania, through
the program Pocket Full of Joy. Charlotte
Hunter, founder of the organization, recently
came to the elementary school for Multi-Cul-
tural Day. Giannini said Hunter is looking for
teachers to work at new schools in Tanzania
and when Giannini offered her expertise, Char-
lotte said, “I’ll be calling you.”

Although Giannini’s expertise will depart

by Katy Nally

Although they graduated high school over
40 yearsago, in the summer of ‘69, and it’snot
quite the same RHAM they remember, seven
lifelong friendsare still dedicated to their alma
mater.

The seven alumni, plus one more from
RHAM'’s first graduating class, the Class of
1958, comprise the RHAM Alumni Commit-
tee. Together they raise money for Project
Graduation —the annual drug- and acohol-free
party held for seniorsthe night of their gradua-
tion — as well as a scholarship fund. “It was
almost a forgone conclusion to help out with
RHAM,” committee member John Gregory
said.

Thisyear, arock ‘nroll danceis scheduled
for Saturday, May 22, from 6:30 p.m.-midnight
at Blackledge Country Clubin Hebron, toraise
money for RHAM students.

Unlike when the eight alumni attended
RHAM, now the high school hasatrack, afoot-
ball field and an “auditorium that rivals the
Hartford Stage in my opinion,” Gregory said.
“1 remember a lot of hours of looking at the
black board,” he added. “But through it al, |
had alot of good times.”

Because the eight alumni still have “strong
ties” to their high school, they have been
fundraising for RHAM for over 10 years, com-
mittee member Rob Gasper said. “Because
we've been fortunate enough to go through the
ranks,” the group now helps current students
dothe same, Gregory said. “It’'samatter of giv-
ing back,” Gasper added.

Thefirst celebration organized by the group
was in 1997 and marked RHAM’s 40th anni-
versary. Committee member Bob Gonci, from
theclassof ‘58, explained RHAM’s cornerstone
waslaid in 1957.

from Marlborough and perhaps move to Tan-
zania, she hasmanaged to leave quitethelegacy
behind.

When Giannini began working at Elmer
Thienes-Mary Hall as the assistant principal,
her “first big charge” wasto initiate an enrich-
ment program, so she visited other exemplary
elementary schools to get some ideas. During
her time exploring these schools, Giannini said
shemadeit her goal to put Marlborough on this
list of excellence.

Throughout her timeat EImer Thienes-Mary
Hall, Giannini wasableto achieve her goal. The
school was named the 2008-09 Elementary
School of theYear by the Connecticut Associa-
tion of Schools (CAS) and it was recognized
for its school climate practices in 2008 by the
same organization.

The school had to meet severdl criteria to
winthe*school of theyear’ recognition, includ-
ing: providing education for all students’ needs,
going beyond atypical school day and a wel-
coming atmosphere. CAS said it awarded
Marlborough because staff members“focuson
their students being successful studentsand citi-
zens,” anewsletter read.

“*Children First’ has really been our slogan
inthe 13 years I’ve been here,” she said.

Other than the school’s recognitions,
Giannini noted another accomplishment during
her timeat Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall: the Pride
Assemblies. When she started in Marlborough,
students and staff had to gather outside for as-
semblies because there was no facility to ac-
commodate the 650-670 students, she said.

When the school underwent its renovation
several years ago, the community room was
built and now Pride Assemblies occur once a
month to celebrate the achievements of stu-
dents. “I don’'t know if the community really
realizes what a gift that was,” she said. “It's
wonderful to be able to do that.”

Giannini will leave the Marlborough com-
munity come June, but her accomplishments
and relationships will still endure in her ab-
sence. “It's a pretty emotional thing,” she said
about leaving. “I love this school and | love
this community.”

In 2008 the committee held the first Hebron
Rocks dance and raised over $2,000, Gonci
said. Hebron Rocks | isthisyear, so thea umni
group can replenish its scholarship fund.

Each year theeight dumni avard one RHAM
High School student ascholarship. Gregory said
they award applicants who partake in many
community service projects and afterschool
activities. “ They’ve got to have abalance of all
the things we're looking for,” he said.

Past candidates have been class officers,
membersof various clubsand committees, have
volunteered at soup kitchens, senior centersand
the Hebron Maple Fest, just to name afew ac-
complishments.

“It doesn’t seem possible they can spend that
much time helping and assisting people,”
Gasper said. Gonci called the applicants’
amount of community and school service
“mind-boggling.”

The students in line for the scholarship go
through three rounds of scrutiny, Gregory said.
Sometimes it’s difficult for the committee to
make a decision, because many of the candi-
dates are “ extremely deserving,” he said.

Usually the committee hears back from
scholarship winnerswho say the money hel ped
them during their freshman year of college.
Gregory said hewas happy to beapart of some-
thing that allows students to “achieve their
dreams’ and “reach their goals.”

This year will mark the second rock ‘n roll
dance to raise money. The committee hopesto
continuethistrend and hold afundraising dance
every two years.

While Gregory, Gasper and Gonci are the
founding members of the RHAM Alumni Com-
mittee, the three men enlisted the help of four
women from the 1969 class to help organize

Telethon cont. from Front Page

In addition, Grenier said the telethon serves
as “an educational outlet,” informing the pub-
lic about the different programs AHM offers.
When the telethon first started, Grenier said
many people were not aware of what AHM of -
fered, but now, “we get very little of that.”

Inlight of more peopleusing cell phonesthan
landlines, McBrair said, it has become more
difficult to contact people, and said he is not
sure what the future will bring. Grenier agreed
with McBrair, and said that the combination of
answering machinesand cell phoneshave made
reaching people hard in the past. “We are al-
ways competing with people’stime,” she said.

RHAM Alumni Staying Trueto Ther School

In a press release, AHM board members ask,
“Please answer your phones during thisyear’s
telethon.”

According to AHM, it takes 75 volunteers
to cover the shiftsinthethreetowns, which are
organized by each respective town's commit-
tees. InAndover, chairsare Dianne Grenier and
Kay Corl. In Hebron, it is Joleen Yorio and
Lauren Whitesell. In Marlborough BrendaBula,
Erin Pase and Craig Williams are on the com-
mittee.

For more information on the AHM or the
telethon, call 860-228-9488 or visit

www.AHMyouth.org.

TheRHAM Alumni Committeewill host the Hebron Rocks|| danceat Blackledge
Country Club, May 22. Pictured above are people who attended the rock ‘n rall
fundraising dance in 2008.

thedances. “We needed the women’sexpertise,”
Gasper said.

“It’sfun to set something up and see people
havefunatit,” committee member Carol Groves
said. “It'srewarding.”

Likethe 2008 dance, thisMay event will have
arock ‘nroll theme and the band The Rockin’
Heartbeats will perform music from the 50s,
60s and 70s. Door prizes, light refresnments
and hors d’ oeuvres will be available.

“Themainthingis, it'sfor agood cause and

it'salot of fun,” Grovessaid. At the 2008 dance,
she added, “many people walked up to me and
said they had a great time.”

Tickets for the dance are now available for
$30 and can be purchased by calling Gonci at
860-228-3388, Gasper at 860-228-3325, Gre-
gory at 860-295-8484, Carol Palen at 860-295-
9299 and Groves at 860-759-9544. They will
not be sold at the door.

Other committee members include Robin
Hodge, LindaVenoit and Ed Foote.



Colchester Selectmen Hear From Commission Chairs

by Katy Nally

Selectmen heard updates from various com-
mission chairslast Thursday, beforetheboard’'s
regularly scheduled meeting.

At the meeting that followed, the Board of
Selectmen (BOS) approved the purchase of a
$41,000 tractor with a wide-width mower at-
tachment for the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC)
Chair Joseph Mathieu said he was pleased to
announce an appeal has not been filed against
the approval for the big-box development. He
said this was “very good news in terms of the
parcel on Parum Road,” adding “the bleeding
of legal funds at least has stopped with respect
to that parcel

Project planscall for abig-box anchor store,
along several smaller ones, to be built in be-
tween Parum and Chestnut Hill roads. It is a
253,000-sg. ft. devel opment on a 72-acre com-
mercially-zoned plot, but no tenants have been
announced.

The PZC approved the plansin February by
a vote of 4-1, but the commission has been
working on this application since 2002, when
it was first approved.

That same year John Fedus, a neighboring
property owner, sued the PZC claiming the
commission acted illegally by going against its
regulations.

The case bounced around several courts and
Feduswon the last appeal in 2009. Asaresult,

the PZC changed some of its regulations, such
asthose dealing with drainage and the way state
and federal approvalsof projectsinfluencesthe
town PZC’s actions.

Mathieu a so mentioned the PZC would un-
dergo a*“comprehensive review” of its zoning
regulations in the coming months.

Overdll, Mathieu said the construction and
building applications in Colchester is “a very
good sign in terms of what this town has done
to encourage development.”

Later on, the BOS heard fromYouth Services
Advisory Board Chair Tom St. Louis, who said
the board's “biggest need right now” is avan.
Youth Services current van, St. Louis said, is
“pieced together with paper clips and scotch
tape” Theboard hasdone“alot” of fundraising
for a replacement, but “$200-$300 at a time
takesalong timeto get avan,” St. Louis said.

Oneideathe board istoying with, isto get a
local sponsor of the new van. St. Louissaid the
new vehicle could wear asign on the back stat-
ing “proudly donated by...” “It's something
we'd liketo pursue,” he said.

Lastly, Board of Finance member Rob Tarlov
commended the BOSfor keeping the“expense
side” of thetown’s portion of the 2010-11 bud-
get down. “Therea problem thisyear wasthe
revenueside,” Tarlov said, adding, “the expense
side was pretty lean.”

At a public hearing on Monday and Tues-
day, April 25 and 26, the finance board will

present a budget that is about 3 percent higher
than the 2009-10 package, Tarlov said. The
town operations budget represents a 1.68 per-
cent increase, and the education budget, a 3.3
percent increase. Despite the increases, Tarlov
said there have been “major” cutsto programs
and services, and reiterated the revenue short-
fall.

The last reductions made to the education
budget included cutting 10 athletic teams; six
from Bacon Academy and four from William
J. Johnston Middle School, reducing funds for
library books at all four schools and decreas-
ing fundsfor capital improvements.

On the town side, funds for the fire depart-
ment and Cragin Memorial Library were de-
creased. First Selectman Gregg Schuster said
he found some savingsthrough purchasing new
vehicles, which cuts down maintenance costs,
and through lower-than-projected insurance
rates.

Schuster and the BOS unanimously approved
the purchase of one of these new vehicles, af-
ter the commission chairmen meeting.

Parks and Recreation Director Jay Cohen
said the $41,000 tractor would replace an ol der
model that was “down as much as it was up”
last year, he said.

The new vehicle will be “going virtually all
the time” from April to October, Cohen said.
Just mowing alone, the Parks and Rec. Depart-
ment “actively maintains’ between 50 and 60

acresof fields, headded. “Wehavealot of land
we'reresponsiblefor,” Cohen said.

By purchasing anew tractor, Cohen said the
department could cut down on vehicle mainte-
nance costs and staff time spent fixing the cur-
rent model.

“Having heard all the presentations, this
makes a lot of sense,” selectman James Ford
said. The purchase was recommended by the
BOF at its March 17 meeting.

Schuster rounded out the meeting by recus-
ing himself from a potential lawsuit that in-
volves a property owned by his relative. He
designated selectman Stan Soby to represent
the BOS.

According to a notice of injuries on file at
Town Hall, John Matheson, of 13 Chestnut
Hollow, waswalking on the sidewal k on Chest-
nut Hill Road, adjacent to the property at 584
Norwich Ave., in January when he slipped on
ice and snow and fell. Matheson suffered inju-
riesto his head and back, the report said. The
noticedid not indicate what type of compensa
tion, if any, Matheson is seeking.

Soby said the property listed in thereport is
owned by Schuster’s grandmother, who is
Sidney Einhorn, according to phone listings.
“| certainly hope Mr. Matheson has recovered
from whatever injuries he's sustained,” Soby
added.

The next regularly scheduled BOS meeting
will be Thursday, May 6.

Hebron Residents Air Budget GrievancesOneMore Time

by Lindsay Fetzner

Last Thursday’s meeting of the Board of Se-
lectmen (BOS) was its last before the May 4
budget referendum, and several residents took
advantage of this fact to voice their concerns
about the proposed 2010-11 spending plan,
paying particul ar attention to the Board of Edu-
cation portion.

Harvey Desruisseaux expressed his disap-
pointment with the public hearing held last
Tuesday evening and said he felt the Board of
Finance (BOF) “went in with their minds made
up” and “did not listen” to the public’s com-
ments. He said he has a lot of respect for the
BOS, because the members “do listen, do con-
sider and do go into deliberation.”

“My judgment isthat thisreferendumis go-
ing to be voted down by numberswe have never
seen before” he said. “We need bifurcation and
| think bifurcation is the answer.”

Desruisseaux said one of the advantages
bifurcation would present is that the Board of
Education (BOE) would stand on itsown merit,
and if this particular budget was of concern to
residents, the BOF would know. “It behooves
you to convene anew charter revision commis-
sion,” he said.

DonnaM cCallaspoke out against the expan-
sion of the al-day kindergarten (ADK) pro-
gram. “I think what is happening in this town
isthat the people arevery torn,” shesaid. “They
support the general government budget, the CIP
budget, some support RHAM, but many don’t
support the [local] Board of Education.”

She said she would not support abudget that
reduces Challenge & Enrichment (C&E), apro-
gram that she feels very strongly about. In ad-
dition, McCalla said she would not support a
budget with a non-required program, such as
ADK. “Thisisnot thetime,” shesaid. “Maybe
when the economy recovers.”

McCalla described RHAM Superintendent
of Schools Bob Siminski as “totally transpar-
ent” “If you ask questions, you have answers
and data,” she said.

LindaBulkovitch agreed with McCalla, and
said that Siminski “has done an excellent job”
providing “up front ... black and white... sheer”
datarelated to the budget.

The Hebron BOE budget, however,
Bulkovitch said, iswhereher concernslie. The
BOE “planson sending it to referendum with a
big question mark,” she said, as the board has
not voted or endorsed any reductions to reach
the 1.5 percent increase. “I need to know and

deserve to know how these cuts will affect my
family.”

Bulkovitch said she asked Superintendent of
SchoolsEllie Cruz questionsregarding the bud-
get and “ her responses gave me more questions
than answers.” In addition, Bulkovitch said she
was tired of the BOE “simply saying ‘yes' or
‘no’ without saying why.” She said the BOE's
public comment at their meetings is “ineffec-
tive” because the board does not address the
public. “If you make a public comment, you
are entitled to a public response,” she said.

At the May 4 referendum, Bulkovitch said,
“1 will be voting ‘no’ because | have no idea
what I’'m voting for.”

Marie Egbert too had concernswith the BOE
and the lack of information on the budget.
“Peoplewho liveintown can’t get information
from the BOE or administration,” she said.
Egbert noted that copies of the proposed bud-
get had been removed from the school system’s
website last week. “ These people are playing
games and we are not a threat to them,” she
said. “They do what they want.”

Cruz said Monday that any materials “con-
strued as persuasive’ were removed from the
website, including the superintendent’sblog and
any other materialsthat could be viewed as pro-
moting the budget. She said the revised budget
would be posted on the website “as soon as
possible,” and withinin “the next couple of
days.” (As of press time Thursday, the infor-
mation was not yet on the site.)

Regarding the appointment of the new di-
rector of curriculum and technology at the last
BOE meeting being present on the consent
agenda, Egbert said, “this is not the way it
should berun. ...Thereis no democracy.”

Egbert also voiced her opinion on the ADK
program, and said it will only benefit lessthan
10 percent of the total population.

Dave Morrison touched upon public com-
ment in general, and said that it would behoove
the chair or vice-chair of town boards to have
the person speaking identify themselves as ei-
ther an employee of the town or non-resident,
if applicable. (Teachersat Hebron schoolswho
arenot residents of town have spoken at public
meetings this budget season.)

In terms of the budget, Morrison said that
athough he would like to see it pass, “the way
it ended up, | don’t know if | can support it.”

* % %

Earlier this month, the BOS agreed to con-

duct an exit poll at the May 4 budget referen-

dum. And at their meeting last Thursday, the
selectmen looked at adraft version of the poll.
Mulligan said the poll is completely voluntary
and that all responses are confidential, as the
poll states.

The poll asks whether residents voted ‘yes
or ‘no’ on the town government, CIP and
RHAM BOE budgets. Each of these three bud-
gets, in addition to the Hebron BOE, are part
of asecond question, which askswhether resi-
dentsfelt each budget wastoo high, too low or
acceptable. Other questionsasked if the Hebron
BOE budget and Open Space fund allocation
should be voted on separately.

Thelast question addressesADK and whether
residents think the pilot should be expanded in
the budget this year. Room for additional com-
ments is available on the bottom of the poll as
well. Mulligan asked about making the process
as “non-political and painless’ as possible.

Mulligan also said, in an effort to reach the
voters during the day and a'so at night, the se-
lectmen would ask for volunteers from town
organizations in the near future for their help
on May 4. She recommended putting together
a schedule with shifts for people to work the
polls. Although she would like to see the bud-
get pass, “if it doesn’t, wewould liketo gather
information quickly,” Mulligan said.

O’ Connell urged people to take the time to
give feedback when they are at the polls. Al-
though he said many residents have sent e-mails
to the board or voiced their opinions at the pub-
lic hearing, theinformation onthepoll is* much
more specific” and “tells us where and what
the concerns are”

Larson agreed, and said hewas very pleased
with the way the poll was presented. “We are
elected to serve at the requests and the wishes
of thepeoplethat put usinoffice,” hesaid. “ This
isatool to help usguide our future discussions.
Without that input, we are working in a
vacuum.” Larson said without the public’sfeed-
back, “we can't make intelligent decisions
based on what the people and the town want.”

In addition to the poll being auseful tool for
getting a grasp on where the public lies with
this year's budget, Mulligan said it could be
helpful in looking forward to crafting next
year's budget.

“Take the time to vote and give your feed-
back becauseit’simportant,” Mulligan told the
audience.

* k% %

Also at the meeting, the sel ectmen discussed

goalsfor the 2010-11 year. Selectwoman Gayle
Mulligan said thelist of goals needsto be both
“obtainable and meaningful to the town.” A
draft list of the proposed goals had them bro-
ken down into the following categories: finan-
cial, economic, educational, recreation, open
space, historical and community.

The board agreed to work further on the
goals, identifying time commitments, strategies
to pursue and possible outcomes, among other
things. Some of the goals on the draft list had
already been accomplished, such as hiring a
new town manager and fire chief. (Town Man-
ager Bonnie Therrien assumed her post April
12, while Fred Speno was appointed Fire Chief
at the Jan. 21 meeting of the BOS.)

Mulligan stressed the importance of getting
people involved in the community, to stay in
town for services as opposed to traveling to
surrounding towns, and to “ enjoy what we have
here,” she said. She suggested that each BOS
member identify their top five or six focuses
from thelist of goals.

Reviewing the goals halfway through the
year was also recommended by Mulligan, in
addition to acknowledging the goals that have
been accomplished in the past. “We can look
back at the year before and see what was ac-
complished, what needs to be continued and
showcase theaccomplishmentsfrom thegoals,”
she said.

Selectman Brian O’ Connell said it was im-
portant to realize that several of the goalswere
“very intensive in terms of man hours,” many
of which could takeyears. He said aBOS work-
shop “could beagood way” to begin finalizing
thelist of goalsfor theyear. Incorporating time
commitments and reexamining the goalstoin-
corporate comments from the meeting was sug-
gested by BOS member Dan Larson.

Therrien recommended that both sheand the
board work on the proposed goal s together.

* k% X%

At the close of the meeting, Executive As-
sistant Donna L anzagave an update on the 2010
census during the town manager’s report.
Hebronisnot only higher than the national par-
ticipation rate (67 percent), but also both the
state (69 percent) and county (77 percent) par-
ticipation rates.

* k% %

The next BOS meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m., at the Town
Office Building, 15 Gilead St.



State RulesAgainst Hebron in Road Closure

by Lindsay Fetzner

In adecision released Monday, the state Su-
preme Court ruled that the town of Hebron does
not have the right to close aroad that provides
accessto aproposed development in Columbia.

The opinion by Chief Justice Chase Rogers
stated that Wellswood Road in Hebron is the
only source of access to a 188-acre parcel of
land in Columbia, purchased in August 2004.
The road runs from Route 66 to the town line
between Hebron and Columbia, where it be-
comes ZolaRoad, which endsupin adead end.

In April 2006, the Columbia Planning and
Zoning Commission (PZC) granted the appli-
cation of Wellswood Columbia LLC and
Ronald Jacques, managing member of
Wellswood, to subdivide property that the com-
pany owned in Columbia. Theintent wasto turn
the property into aresidential retirement com-
munity, the opinion states.

Jacques said thisweek that the decision“ con-
firmed what we believed all along,” later add-
ing, “Hebron exceeded the authority to close
and barricadetheroad.” If Hebron did not agree
with Columbia sPZC decision, which approved
the subdivision, Jacques said there is a proce-
dure in place where the town could have ap-
pealed the decision.

ColumbiaPZC member Ernest Starkel, who
was also on the commission when it voted for
the project in 2006, said the Supreme Court’s
decision “wastheonly way it could havegone.”
“We gave Mr. Jacques approval to build,” he
said. “He has approval to do it.”

Starkel said the proposed development met
the rules and regulations of the town. The
developer’s engineer as well as the town engi-
neer reviewed the plans, “and everything
passed.”

The proposed development, Jacques said,
was based on the recommendations of thetown
of Hebron, and “from the beginning, we sought
their input and wanted to be a good neighbor.”
The opinion states that a meeting with the
Hebron town officialstook placeinApril 2004,
where concerns were raised regarding storm
water runoff, water supply and septic services,

among other things. Officials claimed that be-
cause the sole access, at least initially, wasin
Hebron, the development did not comply with
subdivision regulations, Rogers wrote. In Au-
gust of that year, Wellswood Columbia, LLC
purchased the property.

At a September 2005 Columbia PZC public
hearing on the proposed subdivision, town of-
ficialsfrom Hebron voiced concern on the prop-
erty. They said the remote location of the sub-
division, theeffect of added traffic and the ques-
tion of which town would provide emergency
serviceswere among their major concerns. In-
creased cost to Hebron for maintaining the road
was also brought up.

Current Hebron Board of Finance member
Mal Leichter said, “| believe the Columbiazon-
ing board should never have approved it with
one entrance.” Leichter asked, “How can you
trap these people without more than one
egress?’

Hebron Resident Vicki Avelis, whowaschair
of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) in 2005, said
the board was concerned with the increase of
servicesthe town would have had to provideif
the property was devel oped. Shesaid it wasthe
town’s opinion that the road was not the
developer’s only access — abandoned roads or
other land could have been utilized to reach the
property. “ Thereisavariety of accessthat could
have brought [the devel opers] through Colum-
bia"” shesaid.

Because the Hebron fire, police and EMTs
are the closer to the property than their
Columbian counterparts, Avelis said if a call
came in, the town of Hebron would respond.
“If acall comesin, we go,” she said. In turn,
this could cost Hebron more money because
they are the most direct route to the property.

Current BOS member Mark Stuart agreed
and said town officials brought up having an
aternate egress point from the property at the
ColumbiaPZC meeting so that Columbiaemer-
gency personnel could reach the property. “ Be-
cause of the situation, it would be unlikely that
Columbiawould get there first,” Stuart said.

East Hampton Police News

4/7: Nicole Barber, 20, of 47 Mallard Cove,
wasinvolved in aone-vehicle accident on West
High Street, two-tenths of amile east of Middle
Haddam Road, East Hampton Police said. Bar-
ber wasissued aticket for failureto driveright,
police added.

4/8: Colin B. Shirshac, 27, of 81 Clark Hill
Rd., wasarrested for operating under theinflu-
ence of alcohol, operating an unregistered mo-
tor vehicle, operating without insurance, fail-
ureto driveright, possession of narcotics, pos-
session of narcotics with intent to sell, posses-
sion of a controlled substance and possession

of drug paraphernalia, police said.

4/9: Marie Sawrun, 35, of 10 Cone Rd., and
Endre Farkas, 74, of 23 North Main St., were
involved in a two-vehicle accident on Main
Street, two-tenths of a mile north of Summit
Street. Sawrun was arrested for following too
closely and operating without insurance, police
said.

4/14: Jonathan D. Ballard, 41, of 690
Middletown Rd., Colchester, was arrested for
failure to drive right and operating under sus-
pension, police said.

“Unfortunately, in this situation, with the
ruling as it came down, Hebron now finds it-
self inasituation whereit will haveto provide
services without tax revenue,” Stuart added.

But, Starkel said, “Mutual aid is for every-
one.” If onetown does not have the manpower
fromtheir fire department, he said, many neigh-
boring townswill respond and help.

Traffic wasanother concern Avelisdiscussed.
“The road was developed for a much smaller
use,” she said. Stuart described Wellswood
Road asahill, whichis*“windy” and “atypical
New England rural road.” Avelis said when the
development isfully built, it would cause traf-
fic problems and that the town would probably
be forced, at its own expense, to change the
road in order to accommodate the traffic flow.
Stuart said this would eventually fall upon the
taxpayers.

Leichter said such expenses “should not be
put on the shoulders of the Hebron taxpayers.
That isunfair.”

Starkel said, though, “I don’t think that the
traffic would be a big deal.” If each unit aver-
aged two cars and there was amaximum of 15
unitsin the early construction phases, Starkel
said that would only amount to 30 cars. “Where-
ever you go, you are going to get traffic,” he
said.

In terms of what the town can or cannot do,
Leichter said it seemsthere should be someway
to recoup the additional expenses that will be-
come not only short term, but also long term.
Although he is not opposed to the idea of the
retirement community in general, heisopposed
to funding any road improvement that Hebron
would beresponsiblefor. “Let the state get in-
volved,” he said.

In October 2005, one month after the Co-
lumbia PZC meeting, the Hebron BOS voted
to close and barricade Wellswood Road after
the Hebron PZC made the recommendation.
Therecent state Supreme Court decision voided
this decision.

Since the selectmen’s vote prevented him
from devel oping the property, Jacques|ater sued

thetown. The plaintiffs sought an injunction to
prevent the defendants from closing the road,
asitwould cause“irreparable harm” to the pro-
posed project. When the action was filed, a
“road closed” sign was posted at the end of
Wellswood Road, Roger wrote in the opinion.

However, the court denied the request for the
injunction, ruling in favor of the defendantsin
2008. Judge Trial Referee Lawrence Klaczak
stated in hisruling that the town of Hebron was
“properly exercising their police power to pro-
tect the hedlth, safety, and welfare of their town”
when they closed the road, according to a July
2008 article of the Rivereast.

Asaresult, the plaintiffs appealed the deci-
sion, citing that the court “improperly denied”
the request, according to the opinion.

In hisopinion issued Monday, Rogers stated,
“We agree that Hebron has the power to build
roads within the limits of the town for the ben-
efit of its own residents” He went on to state,
“That does not mean, however, that it has the
power to close roads at the town border for the
sole purpose of preventing residents of adjoin-
ing towns from using town streets. Town roads
arefor the benefit of the genera public, not just
the residents of the town.”

Stuart a so mentioned that it has been specu-
lated that the property doesn’t actually end on
the town line, and that it falls short of theline.
There has aways been discussion on this, he
said.

Overall, Stuart said, thisentire development
is“aconcern and it's been a concern for vari-
ous boards and planning and zoning,” which
were raised “at the appropriate meetings in
Columbia’ nearly five years ago.

“1 am sure the judge made the proper deci-
sion under thelaw,” Leichter said, but isintent
on the single-access point issue being looked
at and remedied.

Starkel said, “Maybe [devel opers] will even-
tually get aroad that comes out on Route 66.”

Asfor the future, Jacques said, “We are al-
ways open to working with the neighbors and
the neighboring towns.”

Colchester Police News

4/12: Salvatore Branciforte, 29, of 256
Middlefield Rd., Middletown, was charged with
conspiracy to commit third-degreeburglary, two
counts of third-degree burglary, second- and
third-degree larceny and two counts of second-
degree criminal mischief, State Police said.

4/13: Christine Seitz, 50, of 100 Dean Rd.,
East Lyme, was charged with a license plate
violation, DUI and risk of injury to a minor,
State Police said.

4/13: David Legienza, 50, of 15 Berry Ln.,
was charged with failureto driveright and DUI,
State Police said.

4/15: Ryan Henk, 19, of 297 Old Hebron Rd.,
turned himself in for third-degree burglary and

third-degree larceny, State Police said.

4/17: SandraGarcia Galvin, 38, of 920 Riv-
erside Dr., Apt. 8, Willimantic, was charged
with operating an unregistered motor vehicle,
operating without insurance, misuse of regis-
tration, driving without a license and having
articlesthat obstruct the view of theroad, State
Police said.

4/18: Shelton Martin, 31, of 1238 Hartford
Tpke., Vernon, was charged with DUI and
speeding, State Police said.

4/18: Coty Nichals, 21, of 674 Deep River
Rd., was arrested after striking a police officer
with a lit cigarette, State Police said, and
charged with assaulting an officer.

Hebron Residents Meet New Town M anager

by Lindsay Fetzner

With almost aweek under her belt, the new
town manager, Bonnie Therrien, waswelcomed
by residents in town at a meet-and-greet cel-
ebration last Thursday, April 15. The well-at-
tended gathering offered the public an oppor-
tunity to meet Hebron’s newest employee.

Therrien said her first week has been very
busy, laden with meetings, introductionsto de-
partment heads and the April 13 public hear-
ing, among many others. Recalling on last
week’s hearing, Therrien said she felt it was
both “civil and respectful .”

Shesaid her fellow employeeshave been very
accommodating while going through her tran-
sition to Hebron, offering her support and as-
sistance. “The staff has been great and help-
ful,” Therrien said last Thursday afternoon. She
jokingly said one of the hardest things to get
used to last week was none other than the tele-
phone.

Therrien said one of the hurdlesshewill face
early onisfinishing off projectsthat have been
intheworksfor awhile. Shealso said sheplans
on taking a hard look at the town’s core ser-

vices. Board of Selectmen (BOS) Chair Jeff
Watt proposed in late March of this year that
work on the 2011-12 budget start immediately
after the 2010-11 budget is passed. Watt pro-
posed that Therrien start the process during
June, identifying not only the core services but
aso the town’s priorities. Therrien said these
initiatives would be done with the citizen’sin-
put and help from the public. Watt recom-
mended presenting the budget to the public no
|ater than December.

Residentswho attended the event, held at the
Town Office Building, agreed that it would be
the town’s finances that would pose the great-
est challenge for Therrien. “ She's got a chal-
lengeon her hands,” said 46-year resident Jacob
Yopp.

Asamember of the Hebron Fire Department
for 30 years, Patie Griffin said that, asawoman,
she was “very excited” to have Therrien on
board. (TherrienisHebron'sfirst full-timetown
manager.) “It is a good thing,” Griffin said.
Drawing on her experience in the department
and in the town in general, Griffin noted the

strong camaraderie the town boasts and thefel -
lowship Therrien is becoming a part of .

Gladys Bryant agreed and said, “| think it's
great” to have a new town manager. She com-
mended Public Works Director Andy Tierney,
Town Planner Mike O’ Leary and ExecutiveAs-
sistant Donna Lanza— the trio that had served
as the town management team for much of the
past year — for their hard work and assuming
therole of town manager, in addition to there-
sponsibilities of their own regular jobs. “ They
did agood job,” shesaid.

Bryant said that, although there are “chal-
lenges with everything you do,” she said she
felt “trying to get the budget back in order” was
one of the main hurdles Therrien would have
to tacklein her new role.

Bryant, a resident since 1965 and member
of thefire department since 1984, said Hebron
has gone through many changes over theyears.
“It is a small community,” she said, but has
grown greatly over theyears. “ You used towalk
down the street and know whoever you bumped
into,” she said.

Therrien’squalities, resident Elaine Wallace
said, are very suitable for Hebron. “1 am very
impressed,” shesaid. “ Sheisvery up front and
downto earth.” Wallace said acandidate’ s back-
ground isvery important when looking tofill a
position, and Therrien, who has been town man-
ager of Berlin and Wethersfield, as well as
deputy city manager of Hartford, has “lot of
experience to draw on.”

Wallace said she thinks building on the
town’s economic development will be
Therrien’snumber one challenge over the next
few years. Economic development is greatly
needed, she said. Therrien has“donealot with
economic development in other places’ and can
draw on this experience to bring business into
town.

Despite her busy schedule and getting ac-
customed to the new environment, Therrien is
confident for the future. “It will take a month
or so to iron things out,” she said, but as the
summer months arrive, she said she will start
tackling new projects.



Building Administrator Marks 25 Yearsin East Hampton

L

by Claire Michalewicz

Jim Carey never expected to stay for long
when he came to East Hampton to work as a
building inspector, but he just celebrated his
25th anniversary of working with the town. For
most of that time, he’s been the administrator
of the Building, Planning and Zoning Depart-
ment, overseeing building and conservation in
the town.

“They’ve kept methislong, so they must not
hate me too much,” Carey joked. “1 took to the
town, and the town took to me.”

Twenty-five years ago, Carey was working
as a building inspector in Simsbury when he
joked to hisboss about wanting to moveto East
Hampton because heliked fishingin the Salmon
River. Within weeks, Carey said, abuildingin-
spector position in East Hampton was open, and
Carey was hired. Carey moved to his current
position after afew years, and he's been there
ever since. Inthetime he’'sbeen working inthe
department, Carey has consolidated several
town departments into one to make the build-
ing process more accessible for residents.

“1 try to make things as easy as | can,” he
said. He explained hisjob isto educate people
about the town'’s regulations, rather than pun-
ish them.

Inthetimehe' sbeenin Belltown, Carey has
noticed major changes outside Town Hall as
well. When he first came here, Carey said, the
town’s population was around 8,000, and the
area was still largely rural. Now, with around
13,000 people, thetown has expanded its com-
mercial base and seen major improvementsin
the school system, Carey said. “It's been grati-
fying to see all those changes,” he said, adding
that the town has managed to maintainitsorigi-
nal small-town character.

New England towns, Carey said, are some-
times resistant to change, and he's seen some
people protest each mgjor changein East Hamp-
ton. But he saysthe measure of the town’s suc-

Mar Iborough

Police News

4/14: Jason Larocco, 29, of 88 Mill Hill Rd.,
Colchester, was charged with failure to drive
right and DUI, State Police said.

cess is that long-time residents still feel com-
fortable in town, and new residents are still
drawn to East Hampton.

Carey said that hisfavorite part of hisjobis
working with the peoplein East Hampton, both
hiscoworkersat thetown hall and theresidents
he's met. He said the employeesin his depart-
ment are close-knit, and he's had a good rela
tionship with East Hampton’s town managers.

Town Manager Jeffery O’ Keefe had equally
positive things to say about Carey.

“He's one of the hardest working employ-
eesinthetown hall,” O’ Keefe said. “Hecares.
He cares agreat, great deal about the commu-
nity.”

Carey said he got into municipa work al-
most by accident —though heoriginaly planned
to be a Lutheran minister, Carey was teaching
classes about construction before he started
working with Simsbury, becoming the young-
est building inspector in the state.

He said he never would have lasted thislong
inhisjobif peopledidn’t get along so well. He
said the political parties have been ableto bring
broad political ideasto thetablewithout strictly
adhering to party lines. Without political infight-
ing, Carey said, the board has been able to fo-
cus on what's best for East Hampton.

“We've been very, very lucky,” Carey said.
“I’ve never had politics get in the way of the
Planning and Zoning Commission.”

Still, Carey said the hardest part of hisjobis
balancing the interests of different people and
departmentswithin East Hampton to find poli-
cies that work best for everyone. The biggest
challenges East Hampton will face in the fu-
ture, he said, will be to make affordable hous-
ing available to more people, and to preserve
theenvironment whilestill encouraging growth.
Another goal is to create a centralized water
supply.

Housing, he said, has always been a chal-
lenge. East Hampton'sgoal isto interspersethe

Portland Police News

4/12: Frank Westervelt, 40, of 19 Card $t.,
Willimantic, was charged with failure to appear,
Portland Police said.

4/13: Marylou Gonzalez, 31, of 331 Park St.,
New Britain, was charged with second-degree
identity theft, police said.

East Hampton Charter

by Claire Michalewicz

East Hampton's Charter Revision Commis-
sion (CRC) voted Wednesday to send its pro-
posed changesto thetown’scharter to the Town
Council.

Some of the significant changesto the char-
ter are aswitch to four-year overlapping terms
for Town Council members, and a clarified
policy for replacing elected officials who re-
sign. Thecommission a so made several smaller
changes throughout the charter, and changed
the language to make it gender-neutral .

The commission formed earlier thisyear to
review the town’s charter, which had not been
updated since 1987. At a hearing on Monday
evening, they presented their changes and
opened them up to public comment.

CRC Chairwoman Terry Concannon an-
nounced that the commission would not insti-
tute a proposed change that would require the
Town Council to passthe budget after twofailed
referendums. When they presented thisidea at
apublic hearing in March, many residents had
protested. Concannon explained on Monday
that the commission agreed that placing alimit
on the number of referendumswould limit the
voters' rights.

The commission also presented the new pro-
cedurefor replacing an el ected official whore-
signs. The person’sparty will choose areplace-
ment. If the person is unaffiliated, the Town
Council will appoint areplacement. Before, the
town had no clear rules for how to replace an
official.

The commission had considered |etting the
Board of Education (BOE) continue replacing
members the way it currently does, by inter-
viewing potential candidates. But at their meet-
ing on Wednesday, they decided to apply the
rule to the BOE as well. Commission member

and Town Council Chairwoman Melissa Engel
explained that it would be best to keep therules
consistent between boards.

At the hearing on Monday, BOE members
had debated whether the new policy should
apply tothem aswell. BOE Chairman Michael
Vasquenza explained that he wouldn’t mind
adopting the same policy as all the other town
boards. BOE member Don Coolican objected
to the changefor any of thetown’sboards, say-
ing that the new policy would make the deci-
sion too partisan.

John Tuttle, CRC member and vice chair-
man of the Town Council, replied that replac-
ing a member with someone from the same
party would preserve the integrity of the elec-
tion, and that interviewing people & so raised
questions of political bias.

“You didn't get elected because you're a
Democrat, John. You were elected because
you're agood man,” Coolican replied, adding
that many voters in the town are not affiliated
with a party. The interview process, Coolican
said, would let the boards choose the most quali-
fied person.

“You're not giving the political parties
enough credit,” Tuttlereplied.

Another proposed changewould let residents
elect Town Council membersfor four-year stag-
gered terms, rather than the current system of
two-year terms. The changewould startin 2011,
when four members will be elected for four-
year terms and three members el ected for two-
year terms. Starting in 2013, all council mem-
bers would serve for four years. VVoters would
then be able to vote for as many candidates as
there are open positions in each election. The
rules about minority representation would re-
mainin place, only allowing five council mem-
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Building Planning and Zoning Department administrator Jim Carey recently
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celebrated a quarter-century of working in East Hampton.

affordable housing among more expensive
houses, so that neighborhood residentsare more
diverse.

With the environmental issue comes a sec-
ondary challenge: cooperating with other towns
in the region. New England, Carey said, has
never been big on regionalism, and East Hamp-
ton has always been “fiercely independent.”

“We do it our way,” Carey explained, add-
ing that even when East Hampton was much
smaller, it till had its own police and fire de-
partments, all funded by relatively low taxes.
Working to preserve the Salmon River water-

Salem Police News

4/10: Joseph Sabat, 32, of 6 Bellevue Dr.,
East Hampton, was charged with possession of
less than four ounces of marijuanaand posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, State Police said.

bersfrom any one party.

Concannon explained that the commission
had considered imposing term limits on board
members, but decided that elections serve as
“self-imposed term limits.”

Coolican and fellow BOE member Joanne
Barmasse asked the commission about the
school board’'s term limits. The charter, com-
mission member Julie Ciucias explained, makes
no mention of term limits for the BOE, but
Barmasse and Coolican replied that they
thought that term limits applied to them.

“1 got kicked off twice,” Coolican said. Engel
joked that theterm limitswere an “ urban myth,”
but said that she thought the term limits came
from a town ordinance. After the meeting on
Wednesday, Engel explained that Town Clerk
Sandy Wieleba had found the ordinance, and
that the law would be removed so that none of
the town’s boards would have term limits.

In addition, the commission clarified lan-
guage about Town Council members’ eligibil-
ity to serve on other commissions. The new
charter would allow former Town Council
membersto serve asvolunteers on town boards
and commissions in the two years after their
council term ends. They will still be prohibited
from holding a“position of profit.”

Engel explained that the former system pre-
vented people who were on the town council
from putting their experience and energy to
work in volunteer positions for the town. An-
other change involving the Town Council will
alow them to set the referendum date, rather
than holding a special town meeting to set it.

The commission considered implementing
residency requirements for the public works
director, chief of police and emergency man-
agement director, but decided not to. Commis-

shed, however, requires dialogue between
towns, which Carey said could be difficult but
rewarding.

Carey recently received aLifetimeAchieve-
ment Award from the Connecticut Federation
of Planning and Zoning Agencies. “That means
I’m done,” he joked about the award.

Actually, Carey said he's excited to stay in
East Hampton for afew moreyearsto see what
happensin the future.

“1 consider myself very, very, very fortunate
to have been here aslong as | have, and | hope
to be here alittle longer,” he said.

Hebron Police News

4/15: Country Farms Convenience Store on
Main Street was broken into and $550 was
taken, State Police said. The incident was re-
ported at 3am.

4/15: Michael Barone, 49, of 25 Smith Farm
Rd., Amston, was charged with disorderly con-
duct and second-degree assault, State Police
said.

4/15: Joseph 1zzo, 70, of 27 Smith Farm Rd.,
Amston, was charged with disorderly conduct
and second-degree assault, State Police said.

Changes Sent to Councill

sion members aso removed language requir-
ing the town manager to move to East Hamp-
ton within a year of being hired. Concannon
explained that the residency requirements could
have a negative effect on the pool of qualified
candidates, and were unnecessary because of
technol ogy.

The commission also proposed some more
minor revisions to the charter. Unlike the pre-
vious version of the charter, which only used
masculine pronouns, the new version has en-
tirely gender-neutral language. The commission
also removed ambiguous wording about the
Planning and Zoning Commission, and clearly
defined who is eligible to vote at atown meet-
ing.

Therevised charter would also put a$15,000
threshold on public easements that require a
town meeting. Projects that cost less than
$15,000 would only need approval from the
Town Council, which Concannon explained
would help the town move forward more effi-
ciently. (Currently, there is no threshold for
Public Works projects; al of them go to town
meeting.)

In addition, the CRC added |anguage requir-
ing the town’s charter to be reviewed and pos-
sibly revised at least every 10 years.

The commission’srecommendationsfor the
charter areavailable on East Hampton'swebsite
at www.easthamptonct.org.

The CRC will present itsreport to the Town
Council at itsmeeting Tuesday, April 27. There
will be apublic hearing about the charter revi-
sion before the Town Council meeting on May
11. If the council accepts the proposed charter
changes, East Hampton residents will vote on
them Nov. 2.



Marine Welcomed Home in Portland from Afghanistan

by Claire Michalewicz

A marine returning from Afghanistan got a
warm welcome from his hometown before
Wednesday’s meeting of the Board of Select-
men.

Lance Corpora Raobert C. Ellam, who re-
turned from Afghanistan three weeks ago, was
honored for his service in aspecial ceremony.
Membersof Portland’sVeterans Affairs Com-
mission congratulated Ellam, and State Repre-
sentative Jim O’ Rourke was also on hand to
present him with a special citation from the
State of Connecticut.

“It takesalot of gutsand courageto go over
there and serve your country,” O’ Rourke said
to Ellam. “I’mglad you're back in one piece.”

Veterans Affairs Commission Chairman Reg
Farrington said he had seen many Portland resi-
dents serve in the military. “When they come
home isthe best time,” Farrington said.

Ellam said that he joined the marines a
couple of years after high school because his
father and grandfather both served as well.

“It'stradition, | guess,” Ellam said.

“And | just wanted to do something differ-
ent,” he added, explaining that he had been
unsure what to do after graduating from high
school.

In Afghanistan, Ellam drove fuel trucks for
refueling helicopters and planes with the Ma-
rine Wing Support Squadron 372. He said he
might be heading back to the Middle East at
some point, but right now he’sjust shipping out
to Camp Pendleton near San Diego.

Ellam said being back homein Portland was
difficult to get usedto at first, but he’sglad that
he could spend timewith hisfamily and friends.

His parents, Bruce and Maritsa, said that it
will be alot easier for them knowing that he's
in Californiarather than Afghanistan.

“It’s going to be so much easier to say

goodbye to him at the airport,” Bruce Ellam

said.
* k% %

The regular meeting of the Board of Select-
men (BOS) began with an executive session to
discuss an appeal from Board of Education
employee William Landers about what was
described as a*“ personnel matter.” No specific
information was provided, and, after the select-
men spent nearly an hour behind closed doors,
no action was taken on the matter.

At the public portion of the meeting, the se-
lectmen voted to pass the town’s water and
sewer budget, which they are required to pass
before May 1. The $1.27 million budget in-
cludes an extra $47,500 to replace the water
system’s telephone communication lines with
amore advanced radio-based system.

Public Works Director Richard Kelsey pre-
sented his request for the extra money. Cur-
rently, Kelsey explained, the pumps communi-
cate with each other using telephone lines,
which frequently fail during bad weather or if
a telephone pole is knocked down. When the
lines go down, Kelsey hasto bring in employ-
eeswho work overtimeto manually operatethe
system.

With the help of the Metropolitan District
Commission, the regional water company, the
money would be enough to install aradio sys-
tem.

“1 don’t like coming to you with things like
this” Kelsey said, but he explained that delay-
ing these necessary updates could create more
problemslater. “That’swhy wefall behind, and
we are falling behind.”

Selectmen Carl Chudzik voted against the
motion, explaining that the town needed a bet-
ter long-term plan for the water system.

“Wejust can’t do short-term planslikethis,”

Glastonbury Republican
Announces Bid for State Office

by Chris Seymour
Glastonbury Repub-
lican Dr. Stewart
“Chip” Beckett threw
hishat intothering last H "
week asacandidatefor —
the state legislature.
Beckett, a member
of the Glastonbury
Town Council, an-

nounced hewill runfor .
the Fourth District
State Senate seat cur-

rently held by seven- Beckett

term Democrat Mary Ann Handley, who is not
seeking reelection. The Fourth District encom-
passes Marlborough, Glastonbury, Bolton and
Manchester.

Thisis Beckett’s second try for the seat. He
ran against Handley four years ago, losing by
less than 1,000 votes. (In 2008, Handley de-
feated Republican challenger David Blackwell
of Manchester.)

Beckett announced his candidacy last Tues-
day, April 13, on the Town Center Green in
Glastonbury, cheered on by about 30 support-
ers.

With Handley on her way out, Beckett said
there will be an opportunity for discussion in
the district — something, Beckett said, “we
haven’t had ... for avery long time. Our current
senator has been there 14 years,” said Beckett.
“So | hope this exploratory committee lets us
get through the whole district, talk to people
about Fourth District issues and how to solve
them and what's best for the Fourth District.”

A Glastonbury resident since 1971, Beckett
has been a Town Council member since 2005.
He currently serves as mgjority leader. A vet-
erinarian, Beckett has operated his own prac-
ticeintown since 1983. He also operatesafarm
in South Glastonbury.

Beckett said there are two topics he sees as
major issues in the campaign. “First is the
economy so that we get job growth back for all
those unemployed and underemployed,” he
said.

“The second is to afford our government,”
Beckett continued. “ To do that, we need to el ect
new legislators that provide public service to
help the state, rather than viewing el ected state
work as the golden gravy train of retirement,

healthcare and a permanent staff job after you
leave elected office”

Beckett also emphasized the need for fiscal
responsibility. If elected, he said hewould like
to first balance the budget — a feat he realized
would not be easy. “We are going to collec-
tively have to accept that we have only bad
choices, and we have to pick the least bad
among them,” he admitted. “But, with a bud-
get deficit facing us of over $3 billion, thetime
has come to act.”

The alternative, said Beckett, will be “state
bankruptcy in the near term.” He continued,
“We have $60 billion of unfunded liahilitiesand
debt now.”

Beckett also said he wants the state to do a
better job enticing entrepreneursto set up shop
here.

“New businesses are where most job hiring
comesfrom, and the owner isby definition self-
employed,” he observed. “We must find ways
for talented and ambitious, adventurous people
to takethe considerablerisksof starting abusi-
nessin Connecticut rather than North Carolina,
Texas or Indiana, so that we have the jobs and
benefits of agrowing, vibrant economy.”

Beckett said he has been blessed with good
fortunein hislife, and thinks he “can help the
state have a model for others to obtain the
American Dream for themselves” He elabo-
rated, “We have the same issues of an
uncompetitive set of regulations and govern-
ment in Connecticut as we did four years ago
and that hurts our economy, destroying jobsand
upward mobility of our citizens.”

Beckett said helooksforward to hearing from
votersin the district. “| hopeto listen and talk
with people over the next several weeks and
seewhat their ideas are, and what they arewill-
ing to support,” he said. “We have some really
big problems, but they are solvable. Connecti-
cut isabeautiful state with temperate weather,
few natural disastersand adynamic population.
We have collectively said that whatever Hart-
ford doesdoes not affect usand wewill go about
our lives. What Hartford does matters, and regu-
lar citizens need to taketheir government back.”

For more on Beckett, visit
www.beckettforsenate.com.

Chris Seymour is a reporter for the
Rivereast’s sister newspaper, The Glastonbury
Citizen.

Before Wednesday’s meeting of the Board of Selectmen, Lance Corporal Robert
C. Ellam was presented with a special citation from the state to commend him for
his service in Afghanistan. Pictured with Ellam are, from left, Veterans Affairs
Commission member Bill Willinsky, State Representative Jim O’ Rour ke, commission
chairman Reg Farrington and fellow member Don Hutchens.

Chudzik said.
* k% %

Also at Wednesday's brief meeting, the se-
lectmen voted to extend Portland’s contract with
its current auditing firm, Carlin, Charron and
Rosen. The board was also scheduled to dis-
cuss the ongoing process to choose members
for the school facilities study committee, but
this was postponed. First Selectwoman Susan

Bransfield asked that the selectmen e-mail her
with any questions for potential committee
members, as the BOS had been busy with the
budget and had not had time to consider the
issue.
* k% %

The next BOS meeting will be held Wednes-
day, May 5, at 7:30 p.m., at Portland Library,
20 Freestone Ave.

LifeStar Respondsto
Two-Car Crash in Salem

by Katy Nally

A 25-year-old Groton woman was trans-
ported via LifeStar to Hartford Hospital, af-
ter hitting atree, an embankment and another
car Monday, April 12, at about 11:30 p.m.,
State Police said.

Megan Christinawasdriving 21996 Nissan
Maxima when she collided with Elizabeth
Koneski, 66, of Wethersfield who was driv-
ing a1992 Volvo, at the intersection of Route
85 and Skyline Drive.

Christina suffered a fractured neck and
back, apunctured lung and abruised heart as
aresult of the accident, Salem Volunteer Fire
Company Chief Eugene Maiorano said.

Koneski had minor injuries and was sent to

Backus Hospital, State Police said.

Maiorano said Christina s Nissan had front-
and rear-end, aswell asside, damage. “It was
smashed up pretty good,” headded. Koneski’s
Volvo sustained minor damage, he said.

Maiorano said Christina's vehicle was
stopped in the middle of Route 85, near the
northern entrance to Skyline Drive. Route 85
was shut down and traffic was redirected for
about an hour and half, the chief said.

As State Police are still investigating the
incident, Maiorano could not say what caused
the accident.

OnThursday, Christinawaslisted in stable
condition, Hartford Hospital staff said.

Colchester Man Charged
With Firearm Abuse

by Katy Nally

A “very heavily intoxicated” man was ar-
rested after reportedly firing a shotgun into
thewoods near his property on 357 Linwood
Cemetery Rd., Colchester Police said this
week.

At about 9:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 6, Keith
Brown, 47, was arrested and charged with un-
lawful discharge of afirearm, carrying afire-
arm whileintoxicated, breach of peace, crimi-
nal possession of afirearm and reckless en-
dangerment, State Police said.

According to Officer Green of the
Colchester Police, Brown’sneighbor, and ten-
ant, caled in to report gunshots. Green said
this was different than other reports of shots
fired, because the caller actualy “had eyes
on the person” who was shooting.

Green said Brown was drunk at the time of

the incident, and when police arrived, they

found him asleep in his truck with the shot-
gun next to him.

Brown had been drinking hard alcohol at
his residence, and there were spent shotgun
shells on the ground when Green arrived. At
the time of Brown's arrest, the shotgun was
not loaded, Green said.

Brown admitted to firing into the woods,
Green said, and Brown al so mentioned hewas
on his own property and planned to sue the
Ccops.

Hewaslater taken into custody without in-
cident, Green said. State Police said Brown
was unable to make the $50,000 bond and
appeared in Norwich Superior Court on
Wednesday, April 7.

Brown did not have a permit for the shot-
gun, Green said, because of three past pro-
tective ordersthat were issued within the last
year.




Obituaries

Colchester
Dean G. Drouillard

Dean G. Drouillard,
49, of 91 SE. Main t.,
Douglas, MA, formerly
of Colchester, died Fri-
day, April 9, at Massa-
chusetts General Hospi-
tal, after anillness.

Heissurvived by his
wife of 23 years, Diana
I. (Rivera) Drouillard,;
histwo children, George
G. Drouillard and
Monique D. Drouillard
both at home; hisfather,
Gordon Drouillard of Cornucopia, WI; a sister,
Diane Ignazio of Colchester; hisin-laws, Nestor
and Edith Riveraof Tennessee; and several neph-
ews, nieces, and friends.

Born in Norwich on Jan. 8, 1961, he was son
of thelate Barbara(Kendzior) Drouillard and lived
in Douglas since 1988. Drouillard was Director
of Business Development for Agion Corp. in
Wakefield, MA, the past two years. Previoudly,
he was a regional business manager for the
bioMeriux Corp. for eight years. He was a 1979
graduate of Bacon Academy and a 1985 graduate
of the University of Hartford. He coached both
youth basketball and soccer and enjoyed fishing.
He was a member of St. Patrick’s Church in
Whitinsville, MA.

His memoria funeral Mass was held Thurs-
day, April 15, in St. Patrick’s Church, 1 Cross
St., Whitinsville, MA. Buria of remains was at
St. Andrew’s Cemetery in Colchester. Therewere
no calling hours.

Donations may be made to the Dean G.
Drouillard Memoria Fund Unibank for Savings,
4 Mechanic St., Douglas, MA 01516.

Jackman Funeral Home in Douglas, MA, di-
rected arrangements.

Colchester
Armand R. Robert

Armand R. Rabert, 94, of Colchester, passed
away Friday evening, April 16, at Apple Rehab
in Colchester with his beloved daughter, Suzanne
Maikshilo, by his side. Born July 16, 1915, in
Canada, hewasason of thelate Joseph and Marie
(Petit) Robert. Mr. Robert was a machinist in
Rhode Island for many years.

Thememorid liturgy will becelebrated 11 am.
Saturday, April 24, at St. Andrew Church, 128
Norwich Ave., Colchester. Inurnment will follow
in the New St. Andrew Cemetery, Colchester.
There are no calling hours.

Careof arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit www.aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Sarah Granata Falcone

Sarah Granata Fal cone, formerly of Westchester
in Colchester, died peacefully at Woodlake at
Tolland Healthcare Center on April 10.

Sarah was born in Rochester, NY on March 1,
1920. She married her long-time friend John
Falcone in 1945 and celebrated 58 years of mar-
riage.

Sarah was active in the community; she loved
music and dancing, and was an accomplished pi-
ano player. She and John enjoyed square-danc-
ing together and managed to square-dance at |o-
cal clubs across the US and through Canada. Sa-
rah was an active and faithful member of the
Westchester Congregationa Churchin Colchester.

She is survived by her two children James
Falcone and his wife Elsje of Nova Scotia,
Canada; daughter Marilyn King and her husband
John of New Jersey; four grandchildren James,
Shannon, Shaina and Rebecca; and one great-
granddaughter Navarre.

A lilac tree will be planted in her honor at the
Buckingham Estates Memory Care Community
on Saturday, April 24 and amemorial servicewill
be held at the Westchester Congregationa Church,
95 Cemetery Rd., Colchester, at 1 p.m., Satur-

day, May 8.

Portland

Louise M. Anderson

Louise M. Anderson, 90, of Portland, passed
away Sunday, April 18, at Middlesex Memorial
Hospital.

She was born on February 7, 1920, in a snow-
storm, to Arvid and Hilda (Hanson) Anderson.
She lived her entire life in the house where she
was born. She graduated from Portland High
School and Upsala College. She was a member
of Zion Lutheran Church where she was a faith-
ful member of the Altar Society.

Always known as Aunt Weezie, she is prede-
ceased by her beloved nephew Peter Kirsche and
niece Karen (Kirsche) Miller. Sheis survived by
her loving sister, Margaret “Peggy” Kirsche and
her husband Richard “ Dick;” her brother Charles
“Bud” Anderson and hiswife L ucille; niecesPaula
Brown, Catherine Mullen, Nancy Anderson, Carol
Castelli; and nephews John, Jeffrey, Daniel and
Charles (Jr.) Anderson. She has many grandnieces
and nephews who will miss her dearly for her
loving involvement in their lives.

She never turned down arequest for arideor a
favor and always had lunch or an after-school
snack ready when needed. Louise taught English
at Portland High School for 34 years. She sel-
dom went anywherewithout running into aformer
student who commented on how valuable her
teaching was and how she helped prepare them
to enter their adult years. She gave an added boost
to those students who might have been struggling
with the challenges of school, wanting them to
feel they, too, could succeed and have a reward-
ing and successful adulthood. She was an inspi-
ration and guiding force for so many and will be
sorely missed.

She traveled extensively around this country,
Europe and Scandinavia. She spent many win-
tersin Floridaand several in Costa Ricawith her
niece Catherine. She enjoyed weekends in Ver-
mont, Old Saybrook and New York City. Shewas
aways ready to go and try something new.

Louise had many hobbies, quilting and knit-
ting being some of her favorites. She made sweat-
ers and Christmas stockings for al of her nieces
and nephews and many of her grandnieces and
nephews. She was an avid reader and a friend to
al animals. She was passionate about nature and
her gardens but most important was her love and
care for family and friends.

Funeral services wereWednesday, April 21, in
the Zion Lutheran Church, 183 William St., Port-
land. Rev. James Reemts, Pastor, officiated. In-
terment followed in the family plot in the Swed-
ish Cemetery. Family and friends called at the
church Wednesday before the service.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in memory
of Louise can bemadeto the Louise M. Ander-
son Scholarship Fund, c/o Portland High
School, 95 High St., Portland, CT 06480, or to
the Zion Lutheran Church Memoria Fund, P.
0. Box 202, Portland, CT 06480. To leave an
online expression of sympathy, visit www.
portlandmemorialfh.net.

Portland

Allen J. Carlson

Allen J. Carlson, 92, formerly of Coe Avenue,
Portland, died Wednesday, April 14, at Middlesex
Hospital. He was the husband of the late Mary
Flood Carlson.

Bornin Middletown, March 31, 1918, a son of
the late Sven Julius and Esther A. Lindquist
Carlson, he was a Middletown resident before
moving to Portland, many years ago.

He worked as an energy consultant for North-
east Utilities for many years until his retirement.
He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and
previously had been amember of Christ Lutheran
Churchin Middletown. Hewas aveteran of World
Waer Il and served in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
He was a member of the American Legion, the
Kilowatt Club, the Middletown Lodge of Elksand
had served on the Swedish Cemetery Association.

Allen is survived by his daughters, Marabeth
Gildersleeve of Portland, and Susan Whitney and
her husband John of Longmeadow, MA; his
grandchildren, Deborah Gilderdleeve of Stamford,
Jill Taradeina and her husband Toby of Portland,
Sara Gildersleeve of Cromwell, and Ryan
Whitney of Gaithersburg, MD; and his longtime
friend and companion Marion Anderson of Port-
land. He was predeceased by his sister, Ethel
Passanesi.

Hisfamily received relatives and friendsin the
Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main $t.,
Portland, Sunday, April 18. Funeral serviceswere
held Monday, April 19, in the Zion Lutheran
Church. The Rev. James Reemts, pastor, offici-
ated. Interment, with military honors, followed
in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Inlieu of flowers, giftsin his memory may be
sent to the Special Olympics, 2666 State St. Suite
1, Hamden, CT, 06517-2232, or to the MF Flood
Fund c/o Liberty Bank. For directions, or to leave
an online expression of sympathy, visit
www.portlandmemorialfh.net.

Portland
John S. Mosca

John S. Mosca, passed away Thursday, April
15, in Glastonbury, at the age of 81. Hewas born
on December 20, 1928, in Middletown, and lived
most of hislifein the Portland-Glastonbury area.

Heworked for Standard Knapp in Portland for
many years, retiring later from Pratt & Whitney
Aircraft in East Hartford.

Heissurvived by one daughter, Beverly Jervis
from Trumbull, and one son, Ricky Mosca of
Marlborough. He also leaves two sisters and four
brothers, Madeline (Dolly) Footit, Mary Lou Gil-
bert, Albert Mosca and James Mosca, all of
Middletown; Salvatore Mosca from Higganum,
and Joseph (Sonny) Moscafrom Clinton. He also
leaves several nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held in the chapel of
the Brookside Crematory Chapel, 453 Christian
Ln., Berlin, Saturday, April 17. Interment was
private.

In lieu of flowers contributions may be made
toalocal charity. The Cremation Society of New
England is handling arrangements.

For other information visit www.NewEngland
Cremation.com.

East Hampton
John Beck Jensen

John Beck Jensen, 70, of East Hampton, passed
away Thursday, April 15, at Middlesex Hospital,
in Middletown, after acourageous battlewith lung
cancer.

John was born in Montpelier, VT to the late
Hansand Lillian Jensen on March 18, 1940. John
graduated from Montpelier High School in 1958
and Vermont Technical Collegein 1960. He served
intheArmy National Guard from 1963-1969 and
worked as a civil engineer for the State of Con-
necticut Department of Transportation for 35
years, beforeretiring. Following retirement, John
worked for Phoenix Soil and FEMA's PublicAs-
sistance Grants Program.

John enjoyed spending time with hisfamily and
friends and making many tripsto the casino ashe
was an avid poker player.

John is survived by his daughter and son-in-
law, Haldana (Dana) and Marty Sitler of
Wethersfield; son and daughter-in-law, Erik and
Keri Jensen of East Hampton; bel oved grandchil-
dren, Brittany and Jessica Sitler of Wethersfield;
dear friend, Kathy Wyler of East Hampton; broth-
ers, Dick Jensen and his wife, Pat of Barre, VT,
David Jensen of Michigan and Alabama, Bob
Jensen of Derby, VT, sisters, Pat Pembroke of
Montpelier, VT, Joyce Bourgeoisand her husband,
Sam of Hollister, CA; 10 niecesand nephews; and
his longtime friends from the DOT and FEMA.

There date and location of amemorial celebra-
tion of John'slifeis to be determined. There are
no calling hours.

Contact Erik at gjjensen@yahoo.com or Dana
at danasitler@cox.net for further information.

The family requests that donations in John's
memory be sent to Middlesex Hospice and Pal-
liative Care, 28 Crescent St., Middletown, CT
06457.

Hebron

Barbara Smith

Barbara (Theroux) Smith, 62, of Amston, a
former Bristol resident, died Sunday, April 18, at
home.

Barbara was born in Bristol on May 3, 1947
and was a daughter of Edgar Theroux of Bristol
and the late Olive (Mareane) Theroux. She was
formerly of Bristol and hasresided in Amston for
the past 30 years.

She graduated from Bristol Central High
School in 1967, received her Bachelor’'s Degree
from Eastern Connecticut State University, and
completed her Master’s Degree at Central Con-
necticut State University. She was self-employed
asamarriage and family therapist in the Amston/
Hebron area.

Barbarahad apassion for literature and the arts,
she so loved her nieces and nephew, shewasfond
of her pets throughout the years, and appreciated
her close friends: Tom, Ray, the two Pattys, and
Gethyn.

In addition to her father, Barbara is survived
by her two brothers and their wives, David and
Sandra Theroux of Bristol, Edward and Debbie
Theroux of Pascoag, RI; a sister, Patricia Quick
of Rocky Hill; two nieces and anephew Amanda,
Megan, and Christopher Theroux.

Funeral services were Thursday, April 22, at
St. Gregory Church, 235 Malthy St., Bristol, for
aMass of Christian Burial.

Relatives and friends called the Funk Funeral
Home, 35 BellevueAve,, Bristol, from 9:30-10:30
am. Buria was at the convenience of the family
in St. Joseph Cemetery.

Visit Barbara’s memorial website at
www.FunkFuneralHome.com.

Obituaries continued on page 31

Colchester
Gary W. Harris

Gary W. Harris, 64,
of Colchester, beloved
husband of Bonnie,
passed away peacefully
Wednesday, April 21, at
home after acourageous
battle with cancer. Born
Oct. 19, 1945 in
Greenfield, MA, hewas
the son of the late
Clifford and Dorothy
(Reynolds) Harris.

He proudly served
with the US Navy from
1967 to 1987, with wartime service during Viet-
nam and Granada. Heretired at the rank of Com-
mand Master Chief at the Naval Submarine
School in New London.

Gary was very active in his community. He
wasamember and past Commander of the Donald
A. Bigelow American Legion Post 54 and was
instrumental in the establishment the Sons of the
American Legion Squadron 54. In addition, he
was a member of the Adler-Boluck VFW Post
6990, the Colchester Republican Town Commit-
tee and the Board of Assessment Appeals.

Following his service, he went on in the pri-
vate sector to engineer underwater simulators and
was currently in tool repair for NEFCO in So.
Windsor.

Gary loved the outdoors, hunting, fishing and
tending to his meticulous yard, but his greatest
joy and love was for his family.

In additionto hisloving wife of 40 years, heis
survived by hisdaughter and son-in-law, Keri and
Nick Shkutzko of Colchester; his grandson,
Gavin; his sister, Diane Harris of Cummington,
MA; and numerous extended family membersand
friends.

Friends may call starting at noon Saturday,
April 24, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home,
167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A Legion/VFW
Memorial Service will be observed at 1:45 p.m.,
followed by achapel service. Committal with full
military honors will follow in the New St. An-
drew Cemetery, Colchester.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be made to the American Legion Post 54,
P.O. Box 54, Colchester 06415 or to the Gastric
Cancer Fund, 106 Towerview Ct., Cary, NC
27513.

For online condolences, visit www.aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
David A. Zettervall

David A. Zettervall,
57, of Colchester, be-
loved husband of Diane
and father of Sean and
Eric, passed awvay Tues-
day, April 20, at the
Hope Lodge Center in
Boston after a battle
with cancer. Born May
7, 1952 in Torrington,
he was a son of Grace
(Smith) Zettervall of
Bristol and the late Ber-
nard Zettervall.

He earned hisbachelor’s degree from Harvard
and went on to earn his master’'s degree from
UConn. Since 1980, Mr. Zettervall had been a
math teacher for Norwich Free Academy. In ad-
dition, he established the girls' soccer program
therein 1985 and had been their coach ever since.
His coaching skills were recognized as 2002
Coach of the Year by the Connecticut Girls Soc-
cer Assn., and 2002-2003 Gatorade High School
CoachesAssociation “ Outstanding Coach Award”
in Girls Soccer and he was inducted into the
Southeast Connecticut Soccer Hall of Fame.

Over the years, he also coached Little League
and Youth Soccer in Colchester for many years.
When not coaching, he was an avid fan of both
the Boston Red Sox and UConn Huskies Basket-
ball, as well as the No. 1 fan of his two boys
sports teams.

In addition to his mother, his loving wife of
29 years and his sons, he is survived by three
brothers, Dennis and Daniel, both of Bristol and
Donald of Old Saybrook; his mother-in-law, Ruth
Paulette of Bristol; and numerous extended fam-
ily members and friends.

Friends may call 5-8 p.m. today, Friday, April
23, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. Thefuneral liturgy
will be celebrated at 1 p.m. Saturday, April 24,
directly at St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave.,
Colchester. Burial will follow inthe New St. An-
drew Cemetery, Colchester.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be made to NFA Athletics, 305 Broadway,
Norwich, CT 06360 or to the Hope Lodge Cen-
ter, American Cancer Society, 125 So. Hunting-
ton Ave., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130-4769.

For online condolences, visit www.aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.




From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

Last Saturday night wasafairly bigonein
the sports world. The NBA playoffs had just
started, and a Colorado Rockies pitcher threw
the team’sfirst no-hitter. Yet it was my Mets
that dominated the headlines on the sports
shows. Why?

Because they played one long baseball
game.

The Mets-Cardinals game Saturday after-
noon was the Fox game of the week, and it
had become quite the pitchers’ duel. Johan
Santana was pitching for the Mets, and he
waspitching like....well, like Johan Santana,
and was shutting down the St. L ouis offense.
The Cardinals had a rookie pitcher making
just his third big-league start. He was shut-
ting down the Mets offense, but | don’t know
how much of that can be attributed to him
and how much to the fact that the Mets were
in one of their periodic funks where they can
make anybody ook like Cy Young.

The game was scoreless after nineinnings,
So it went into extras. It was still scorelessin
the 11th, and that waswhen | |€eft to go to the
movies. After the movie got out (it was Hot
Tub Time Machine, in case you're wonder-
ing; it was funny, and | laughed out loud a
lot, but it could have been alittle better) and
| was driving home, | noticed the radio —
which had been tuned to the Mets game as |
was driving in —was still playing the game.
Perhapsit wasthe post-game highlight show?
No, it was the actual game. It was the 17th
inning, and the game was still scoreless.

It was the 18th inning when | got home
and flipped back on the TV. The Cardinals,
having exhausted their bullpen, now had their
shortstop. On themound. Pitching. And guess
what?The Metsstill couldn’t score. The Car-
dinals didn’t score in the bottom half of the
18th, but at |east the Metswere still using an
actual relief pitcher at that point.

In the 19th, Cardinals manager Tony La
Russa brought in another position player to
pitch, thistime an outfielder. Like the short-
stop before him, he couldn’t really pitch; he
had difficulty finding the strike zone, and his
fastball was....well, not exactly fast. And the
Mets still had a tough time with the guy. In
fact, after Jose Reyes walked to lead off the
inning, Luis Castillo hit a sacrifice bunt to
move him over. A sac bunt, when the team’s
opposing leftfielder was on the mound! This
wasn't Tim Lincecum the Mets were facing
here. Chances are Reyes could have advanced
without Castillo giving up an out.

Eventually, though, the Mets did scorein
that 19thinning, albeit on asacrificefly. How
you could go scoreless against a shortstop
moonlighting as a pitcher and then the very

next inning notch just one run against a
|eftfielder moonlighting as oneiskind of be-
yond me, but hey, at least the Mets scored,
went into the bottom of the 19th up 1-0, and
had their ace closer, Francisco Rodriguez, on
the mound.

Only thing is, Rodriguez didn’t haveit, and
before long, the Cardinals evened the score,
thanks to an RBI single by perpetual Met-
killer Yadier Molina. “Of coursethey tied up
the game,” Fox commentator Tim McCarver
said incredulously as Albert Pujols crossed
home plate. “Of course they did. Unbeliev-
able”

And so it was, the game moved to the 20th
inning, with leftfielder Joe Mather entering
his second inning of work. Again, the Mets
scraped out arun—and again, they didit on a
sacrifice fly — and headed into the bottom of
theinningwithaone-runlead. Thistime, start-
ing pitcher Mike Pelfrey was brought in to
try to close things out. And he did, abeit a
little shakily, and the Mets had a 2-1 victory.
It just took them 20 innings to do it.

A 20 inning ballgame! To be honest, that
would’'ve been a great game to be at. | was
once at a 14-inning game at Shea Stadium,
and it was fun. It took on sort of a surreal
aspect, and the crowd — or what was |eft of it
—redlly seemed into it. And in the middle of
the 14th inning, the public address guy did
the seventh inning stretch again, complete
with a reprise of “Take Me Out to the
Ballgame.” It was afun night.

I’'m glad the Mets scraped out that win,
even though, to be honest, it was kinda dis-
heartening that we had three straight innings
of position players pitching, and we could
barely muster two runs. We should have
mopped the floor with those guys. But still, it
was agood win, and the relief pitching did a
fantastic job holding the Cards scoreless for
aslong asthey did.

And who knows, maybe it was the start of
something for the Metropolitans? After a
tough loss the next night, the Mets got two
very nice wins against the Cubs at Citi Field
on Monday and Tuesday. Their record still
isn't very good (6-9 after Tuesday’s game),
and they still really miss Carlos Beltran, but
their hitting seems to be getting a little bit
better — Tuesday’ sgame gave you hope Reyes
isturning back into the sparkplug we all know
and love — and the recent performances of
Mike Pelfrey and Jonathon Niese make one
think that maybe, just maybe, there’smoreto
this pitching staff besides Santana.

* % %

See you next week.



