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Hurricane Sandy hit hard in some areas of the state Monday, Ieavmg road
blockages and downed power lines. Shown hereisafallen tree at theinter section of
Hodge Road and Edstrom Road in Mar|borough.

Three Battle for State Senate Seat

by Joshua Anusewicz

A unique batch of candidateswill fight next
Tuesday for the soon-to-be vacant seat in the
33rd Senatorial District, which represents 12
Connecticut towns, including Colchester, East
Hampton and Portland.

Democrat Jim Crawford of Westbrook, 62,
the current state representative for the 35th
Assembly District (Clinton, Killingworth, and
Westbrook), will square off against 23-year-old
RepublicanArt Linaresand MelissaSchlag, 38,
the Green Party candidate from Higganum. All
three are running for the seat that is currently
occupied by theretiring Eileen Daily, theformer
first selectwoman of Westbrook who has served
the 33rd District for the past 20 years.

Trying to keep the trend of Westbrook poli-
ticiansrepresenting the district going, Crawford
said he has steadily been growing confidence
throughout the campaign “with each door
knocked.” Crawfordiscurrently inhisfirst term
asstaterepresentative, previously working asa
teacher in the Westbrook school district for 37
years. He has aso served on the Westbrook
Economic Development Commission and the
Westbrook Board of Selectmen.

Crawford admitted Tuesday that despiteliv-
ing inthedistrict hisentirelife, he was mostly
unfamiliar with the towns in the northern part
of the district like East Hampton and Portland.
Hesaid campaigningin thedistrict hasbeen“a

real education” for
him, as he has learned
there are distinct dif-
ferences and similari-
tiesinall of thetowns.

“I"'m pleased with
what 1've learned
about this part of the
state” Crawford said.
“There are state parks
and forestsand natural
resourcesthat show the ;
importance of the en- L
vironment to this dis-  Jim Crawford
trict. It'sawonderful place, and we need to keep
it that way.”

To that end, Crawford said that protecting
the district’s two greatest resources —the Con-
necticut River and the shoreline—will be para-
mount, not only for environmental protection
but for tourism, an untapped resource for many
townsinthedistrict. Crawford said that by fol-
lowing the state’s lead of promoting tourism,
the district would be able to create jobs and a
steady flow of revenueto alleviate the tax bur-
den put on residents.

Over the past week, however, Crawford said
his biggest concern has been his job as state
representative in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy. He said that despite “a great deal of
preparation,” thethree-town district was* pretty

Hurricane Sandy
SwipesArea

by Melissa Roberto

Hurricane Sandy’ sforceful windsand heavy
rainfalls slammed Connecticut Monday, and
liketherest of the state, the six Rivereast towns
experienced electricity lossand wind damages.
Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) as well
as town public works and fire departments as-
sessed the damage.

The effects of Sandy varied in the Rivereast
towns, ranging from only around 5 percent of
Portland losing power to close to 100 percent
of Hebron and Marlborough landing in the dark
at the peak of the storm.

Marlborough'’s First Selectwoman Cathi
Gaudinski explained Tuesday the town’s first
priority was for Connecticut Light and Power
towork onimpassible roads caused by downed
trees and wires. And all of the other towns did
the same.

“It's a statewide initiative and all crews are
working on that, and then the next areaare com-
munity structures that towns have prioritized
and then hopefully all line connectionswill be
restored,” she said.

Bacon Academy in Colchester was open for
shelter Tuesday morning. Michelle Morgan,
Board of Education office professional, said
nine residents took advantage of the shelter in
town. However, the shelter even faced a power
source problem.

“There was a close call,” Morgan said. “A
generator stopped working at the shelter be-

well hit” by the storm,
with most residents
still without power on
Wednesday.

“But we learned a
lot from last year,”
Crawford added, refer-
encing the back-to-
back storms the state

suffered last year. -
“We've had a great e
spirit of cooperation h

and we're getting b

through.” Art Linares

Linares, who also lives in Westbrook, said
Tuesday that he's toured the district, as well,
and suspended his campaign in recent days to
helpinrelief efforts. Throughout hiscampaign,
though, Linares said he has connected with the
people of the district, who have shaped his
message with their concerns.

“The people are worried about jobs, taxes,
even the price of gas,” he said. “And so am I.
I’m hereto help. I've worked hard in my cam-
paign, and that reflects how hard | plan towork
when | get to Hartford.”

Linares is a recent graduate of the Univer-
sity of Tampa, where he worked as a legisla-
tive aide for Florida Sen. Marco Rubio. Since
returning from Florida, Linares hasworked for
hisfamily company, Greenskies, aMiddletown-

cause something broke on it.”

Luckily, as town officials were making an
attempt to transfer residentsfrom the shelter to
Jack Jackter Intermediate School the generator
started to work again. By late afternoon Tues-
day, al of theresidents|eft the shelter and then
it closed down. However, Bacon Academy still
offered showersand charging stationsthrough-
out the week from 4-8 p.m. Tuesday, 6-10 am.
and 4-8 p.m. on Wednesday and 6-8 am. Thurs-
day.
Though the other fivetownsdid not open up
shelters, all provided places in town offering
hot showersand charging stationsfor electronic
devices. East Hampton, in particular, offered a
“comfort station” at East Hampton High School
which provided food and water in addition to
showers and electricity. East Hampton Town
Manager Michael Maniscal co also announced
Tuesday that the town will waive fees for the
dump through the weekend so people can re-
move any debristhey may have.

All six towns set up emergency operation
centers during the power outages which sup-
plied radios, telephonesand televisionsfor town
officials to communicate with CL&P.

“] can’t say enough good things about the
CL&P response and our public works depart-
ment to assist them,” said Portland First
Selectwoman Susan Bransfield.

See Hurricane Sandy Page 2

In 33rd

based company that
provides solar energy
to businessesalong the
East Coast. He hasre-
cently been endorsed
by several small busi-
ness organizations in
the state, as well as
New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie.

Going into
Tuesday’s election,
Linares said he feels
“very optimistic” that  Melissa Schlag
voters have heard and appreciated his message
that he plans to “restore the seat to the people
of the district and put the people before the
party.”

“1 planto work tirelessly, and it would be an
honor and a privilege to represent the district,”
Linares said.

Providing athird optionintheraceis Schlag,
asmall business owner and cofounder of Citi-
zens for Protection of Public Lands, a group
that was integral in stopping the controversial
Haddam land swap earlier thisyear. Inthe pro-
posed deal, the state would have | et private de-
velopers acquire state-owned land aong the
Connecticut River in exchange for aland par-
cel the private developers owned elsewhere in

See State Senate Page 2
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Colchester residents Geraldine and Clarence Transue took precautions bre

the arrival of Hurricane Sandy, moving their new car to avoid falling tree limbs —
but instead, a solar panel from their Elliot Drive home fell on top of it. The car,
which the Transuesjust got two weeks ago, was left with dents, and the solar panel
is shattered and will need to be replaced, but Geraldine said she is thankful that
was the only damage her household received.

Murphy, McMahon Race
tothe Finish for Senate

by Joshua Anusewicz

Over the past month or two, you might have
heard about the U.S. Senate race between Con-
gressman Chris Murphy and former president
and CEO of World Wrestling Entertainment
(WWE). There have been afew signs posted, a
coupletelevision commercial sand radio spots,
adebate or two. Your standard political race...

Well, not really. In what has been a conten-
tious, drawn-out and, occasionally, downright
nasty campaign, the Democrat Murphy and
Republican McMahon have battled for the U.S.
Senate seat that will soon be vacated by cur-
rent Sen. Joe Lieberman. Both candidates eas-
ily won their respective party primariesin Au-
gust and set their sightson each other sincethen,
inaracethat has garnered attention at thelocal
and national level.

Murphy, 39, is a resident of Cheshire and
has previous stints in both the state House of
Representatives, serving the 81st District from
1999-2002, and the state Senate, serving the
16th District from 2003-2006. Since 2007,
Murphy has represented the 5th Congressional
District, a district that counts among its mu-
nicipalitiesthe cities of Meriden, New Britain,
Waterbury and Torrington.

WhileintheU.S. House of Representatives,
Murphy has served on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform; whilein the Connecticut
General Assembly, Murphy served asthe chair-
man of the Public Health Committee, helping
pass a workplace smoking ban and the Stem
Cell Investment Act, which invested $100 mil-
lion over 10 yearsinto stem-cell research.

During histimein the U.S. Senate, Murphy
has supported President Barack Obama shealth
care reform hill, as well as the economic re-

covery hill. He was also a voca critic of the
war in Irag, but believes that the U.S. needsto
takeastronger stance onthe effortsin Afghani-
stan.

McMahon, 63, of Greenwich, has been best
known for her time with the WWE, which is
based in Stamford. In 2010, McMahon made
an unsuccessful run for the U.S. Senate, losing
out to current Sen. Richard Blumenthal.
McMahon'sonly political experience hasbeen
serving on the state Board of Educationin 2009.

McMahon has run her campaign with afo-
cuson theeconomy and job creation; to do that,
she has outlined a list of six “common-sense
solutions’ that she plansto institute if elected:
tax cuts for the middle class, tax cuts for busi-
nesses, ending “job-killing” regulations, reduc-
ing spending by 1 percent per year, empower a
skilled workforce, and develop American en-
ergy Sources.

Over the past month, polls have shown
Murphy with a sizeable lead over McMahon,
with an Oct. 28 Quinnipiac University poll
showing Murphy leading by six percentage
points, 49-43. But if thisrace holdstrueto form,
you can expect anything to happen next Tues-
day on Election Day.

Voterscan cast their ballotson Tuesday, Nov.
6, from 6 am.-8 p.m., at each town’s polling
location(s): in East Hampton, at East Hampton
High School, 15 N. Maple St.; in Colchester,
at Abundant Life- Assemblies of God Church,
85 Skinner Ave.; Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich
Ave.; and Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.; in
Marlborough, at Marlborough Elementary
School, 25 School Dr.; in Andover, at Town
Hall, 17 School Rd.; and in Hebron, at Hebron
Elementary School, 92 Church St.
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. Thestorm t;roug-r;t-down several treesthroughout thearea, includingthisE)ineon

Pettengill Road in M arlborough, which took wireswith it asit barreled totheground.

Photo by Janie Boston.

Hurricane Sandy cont. from Front Page

All town officials also wanted to thank the
firemen, police and public works departments
aswell astown employeesand citizensfor help-
ing out.

CL& P spokesman Mitch Gross explained that
the storm’s damages were “extensive and pri-
marily caused by trees,” which caused a major-
ity of the six towns to experience road block-
age.
Hebron had three major road blockages on
Wall Street, Jones Street and Gristmill Road
which were al cleared by noon on Tuesday. A
large tree in Hebron also fell on a residential
home on Bass Lake Road collapsing the roof
and leaving it uninhabitable. The Hebron Fire
Department confirmed that there were no inju-
ries.

Although the entire town of Hebron waswith-
out power, Town Manager Andy Tierney re-
mained positive on Tuesday, saying, “We're
working very well with CL& P and we're hop-
ing that we're going to get agood portion of the
power today and fully restored by tomorrow.”

Asof late Wednesday afternoon, Hebron sig-
nificantly dropped down to 23 percent of cus-
tomersin town without power.

Marlborough al so suffered with multipletrees
and wires down. Gaudinski said a tree fell on
Quinn Road causing the transfer station to be
shut down Tuesday, as well as Hodge,
Lakeridge, Phelps and Johnson roads.

In Colchester, the storm left Amston Road
(Route 85) closed, though Morgan said thetown
anticipated it would be cleared by |ate afternoon
Tuesday.

In East Hampton, Fire Marshal Rich
Klotzbier said the hardest hit areas were the
Middle Haddam section and White Birch Road.
He said that East Hampton wouldn’t expect a
change in power until Wednesday.

Andover’'s Vice First Selectman Jay Linddy
said hewas surprised by the amount of tree dam-
age and described Hurricane Sandy as “one of
the worst storms the town has seen” because of
downed trees that were four to five feet wide.

Although Portland had minor tree damage and
power outages compared to other towns, thefire
department responded to a house fire on Cox
Road Monday night. Portland Fire Chief Rob-
ert Shea confirmed that the fire did occur dur-
ing the storm but the causeis unknown. He did

State Senate cont. from Front Page

town, which was worth more than $1 million
less than the one by the river. She has also
served on the Haddam Senior Tax Abatement
Committee and Anti-Blight Committee.

Schlag, an independent running under the
Green Party label, could not be reached for com-
ment this week, but stated on her campaign
website that being independent means she is
“not beholden to a party but to the citizens of
the 33rd.” She added that roughly 50 percent
of votersin the district are registered as inde-
pendents and that “it’s time to give them, and
everyone el se, representation with ambition and
integrity.”

On her website, Schlag liststhe state’sthree
biggest challenges as reforming the unfair tax
structure, job creation, and funding the man-
datesthe state places on our townsand schools.
She added that the state needs to stop corpo-
rate welfare, instead using that money to fund

explain that it was an electrical issue from the
service line in the road that runs to the house.
Shea also explained that the house was vacant
at the time resulting in no injuries. There was
minor exterior and interior damage to an area
of awall inthe house. No oneiscurrently liv-
ing in the house but a family member of the
owners showed up to the scene. Shea said that
repairs to the house started this week.

By presstime Thursday, the number of cus-
tomers without power in these six towns all
decreased. Andover had the most outages, at
38 percent, followed by Marlborough at 19 per-
cent, Hebron at 9 percent, and Colchester and
East Hampton at 7 percent each. Portland,
meanwhile, was down to less than 1 percent
without power.

CL & P spokesman Frank Poirot noted the six
Rivereast towns were spared by the more se-
vereimpacts of Hurricane Sandy. He also said
that since the late October nor’ easter last year
that left many in the area without power for
days, CL&P had doubled the tree trimming
budget for 2012 and $54 million was spent for
a more robust tree trimming program to rid
trees away from power lines.

Poirot also confirmed that electricity for
more than 338,000 customers had been restored
in the state by Wednesday afternoon. “It's a
tremendous accomplishment,” he said.

Schools in Hebron, Marlborough,
Colchester and East Hampton resumed Thurs-
day, while Andover Elementary School and
Portland’s school s resumed Wednesday.

And while last year’s storm resulted in the
widespread cancellation of Halloween, that
wasn’t entirely the case this year. RHAM
Middle School in Hebron held a “Trick or
Trunk” event on Oct. 31 from 5-7 p.m. in the
school parking lot, allowing peopleto drive up
and have kids walk between cars and receive
candy. RHAM Superintendent of SchoolsBob
Siminski thought thiswould be a“ good diver-
sion” for families that lost power.

However, the town of Colchester did post-
pone Halloween activitiesto Wednesday, Nov.
7. The Town of Marlborough’s website said
the town is “not responsible for Halloween”
but recommended parentsto not send children
out due to remaining debris.

small and existing businesses in the state that
provide “middle-class jobs.”

The race for the 33rd might best have been
described by Crawford, who stated that whether
the candidates* agree or disagree, [they] al have
the best interest of the district at heart, just a
different idea on how things should be done.”
On Tuesday, voters will have the opportunity
to cast their ballots for which candidate they
believewill best represent themin the state Sen-
ate for the next two years.

Voting will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 6, from
6 am.-8 p.m. in Portland, at the Portland Se-
nior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.; in East Hampton,
at East Hampton High School, 15N. Maple St.;
and in Colchester, at Abundant Life - Assem-
blies of God Church, 85 Skinner Ave.; Bacon
Academy, 611 Norwich Ave.; and Town Hall,
127 Norwich Ave.
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After Surprise Entry, Three Fight for 34th Seat

by Joshua Anusewicz

After a series of candidate forums and de-
bates in recent weeks and a whole bunch of
placing signs, waving and door-knocking, the
candidates for the state’s 34th Assembly Dis-
trict have reached the home stretch to Tuesday’s
election that will determine a new representa-
tive for the newly-configured district.

The election will feature Republican Mel-
issa Ziobron of East Haddam and Democrat
Christopher Goff of East Hampton, both vying
for the seat that will soon be vacated by current
state Rep. Gail Hamm, a Democrat from East
Hampton.

Due to recent redistricting, the 34th District
will, starting in January, represent East Hamp-
ton, East Haddam and the Westchester section
of Colchester. Thedistrict currently represents
East Hampton and Middletown.

What waslast week thought of asatwo-horse
race, however, has changed a bit, with the re-
cent announcement that East Hampton's Bill
Devine will challenge Ziobron and Goff as a
write-in candidate. Devine, a former state li-

quor commissioner
and Town Council
member, narrowly lost
the Republican nomi-
nation earlier thisyear
to Ziobron by a 6-5
vote and elected not to
primary at the time.

DuetoDevine'slate
entry, the race for the
seat has been focused
on Goff and Ziobron
over the past few - o
months. Goff, an East Meélissa Ziobron
Hampton native, isbest known for serving four
terms on the Town Council and three years on
the Board of Education. He elected not to run
for council againin 2011, instead focusing his
efforts on the state seat, for which heran unop-
posed and received unanimous support fromall
three towns' Democratic committees.

Ziobron, who grew up in East Hampton but
resides in East Haddam, is East Haddam’s
former economic devel opment coordinator and

also served for six years on the town’s Board
of Education. She has also served asthe presi-
dent of Friends of Gillette Castle.

The two campaigns, having spread out
throughout the district over the past several
months, met up a few times in recent weeks
through candidate forums and debates designed
to contrast the two candidates to the voting
public. One such event — a debate — was held
last Thursday at Nathan Hale Ray High School
in Moodus, where Goff and Ziobron answered
questions posed by voters on a wide array of
issues, including the state economy, jobs and
taxes.

Ziobron stuck with her stance that the state
is“not going intheright direction” in terms of
the economy and the district “ deserves a pro-
active staterepresentative’ that will changethat.
She said her experience as an economic devel-
opment coordinator gives her familiarity with
how to promote business and create jobs at a
local level, something she said a state repre-
sentative can aid towns with.

She also added that the biggest culpritinthe
state’sincreased deficit is“ wasteful spending,”
highlighting Gov. Dannel Malloy’srecent trips
to Chinaand considerable funds spent on anew
fence at the Governor’s mansion.

“What's the return for Connecticut?’ she
asked rhetorically. “We need to reallocate that
spending on promoting business.” Ziobron
stated she was against the state’'s new “First
Five” program, which she called corporate
welfare, and lamented that, conversely, the
state’'s Small Business Express program only
had $100 million in funding.

Goff targeted downsizing of government pro-
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cil elected to support then-Town Manager Jef-
frey O’ Keefe'slaying off of Police Chief Mat-
thew Reimondo, citing budgetary reasons. The
decision wasnot popular with many East Hamp-
ton voters, who petitioned for areferendum that
reinstated Reimondo to his position.

Goff stood by that decision on Thursday.
“Every decision | made was based on informa-
tion and facts,” he stated. “ They were madein
the best interest of the town.”

Ziobron said this week she feels confident
that the debates “demonstrated a clear differ-
ence” between the candidates, and showed that
she was “concise” and “outspoken” in a way
that Goff wasn't, adding that she has received
bipartisan support throughout her campaign

Goff didn’t return callsfor comment for this
story.

The new wrinkle in the 34th District raceis
the inclusion of Devine, who said Tuesday he
officialy filed with the
state to be a write-in
candidate for the elec-
tion. Devine said that
he had hoped to pri-
mary in August, aong
with the other state
races, but “didn’t have
the funds’ at the time.

Devine, who ranfor
the same state Senate
seat in 2006 but was
defeated by Hamm, : .
said his focus, if  Bill Devine
elected, will be on matterslike promoting small
business and lowering taxes on items like gas
and clothing.

“These taxes are hurting the people they’re
supposed to be helping,” Devine said. “It’'s
wrong.”

Devine aso stated that his business experi-
ence — he is the owner of Devine Jewelersin
the Village Center — gives him aleg-up on the

two other candidates, who don’t have experi-
ence running asmall business.

His campaign, Devine stated, has “a lot of
peoplebehindit” who areready to votefor him,
but not everyone has been thrilled with Devine's
decision. He admitted that he has heard grum-
bling that he will be taking votes away from
the other candidates and is doing so on pur-
pose, but Devinesaid it doesn’t give either can-
didate a distinct advantage.

“[Goff] knew | was going to do this and so
did Melissa,” Devine said. “People are saying
I’mtaking votes away from their candidate, but
it's from both candidates, really. There are
people out there who don’t like Goff or don’t
like Méelissaand, I’m sure, don’t like me. But
that’s the way an election works.”

Ziobron said Wednesday that Devine is
“clearly allowed” to enter the race, but admit-
ted that she has heard “people announce dis-
pleasure” since his announcement, including

from the Republican town committees in the
area. She added that Devine had called her af-
ter she had won the nomination and pledged
his support, but he had also made asmall dona-
tion to Goff’s campaign earlier this year.

Ziobron herself didn't seem happy with
Devine’' sannouncement, stating that he had his
opportunity to put his campaign to the voting
public.

“If he really wanted to represent the dis-
trict... he should have primaried me,” Ziobron
said. “He had that opportunity in August.”

Devine'sinclusion only adds more intrigue
to an aready interesting race, which gives vot-
ers three familiar names to choose from. Reg-
istered voters can cast there ballot on Tuesday,
Nov. 6, from 6 am.-8 p.m.; in East Hampton,
at East Hampton High School, 1I5N. Maple St.;
and in Colchester, at Abundant Life - Assem-
blies of God Church, 85 Skinner Rd.

grams at the state and local level as a way of
closing the state's deficit. Having been a state
employeefor almost 20 years, Goff said he has
seen many programs funded by the state that
are unnecessary, and the state should look to
reduce them.

“We need to look at what's not working and
makeit go away,” Goff stated. “Asan employee
of the state, | saw it myself. You have these
duplicate programsthat are working toward the
same goal, but there was no communication or
partnership.”

Goff aso touched upon the regionalization
of services at alocal level to help defray the
costs of these services to towns. By lowering
the town’s costs on landfills or public works
departments, Goff said, the tax burden on
homeownerswould improve.

While most of the queﬂlons at the debate
focused on economic
matters, one particular
guestion drew interest-
ing responsesfrom the
candidates: “What is
the biggest misconcep-
tion of you?” Ziobron
started by stating that
she is a moderate Re-
publican that is “not
rigid,” which she ad-
mitted “draws the ire
from the party some-
times”’ Shg ad):ied that Christopher GOff
sheisflexiblebut doesn't “go against [her] prin-
ciples”

Goff’sanswer focused on histumultuousfi-
nal term on the Town Council, when the coun-
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Coutu Facing Osten for State Senate Seat

by Geeta Schrayter

Longtime Democratic state Sen. Edith
Pragueisretiring and, asaresult, the seat she's
held since 1994 isup for grabs. Two candidates
arevying for that 19th Senatorial District seat:
Democrat Cathy Osten —who is Prague’s en-
dorsed candidate — and Republican state Rep.
Chris Coutu.

The 19th District currently covers 11 towns.
However, due to recent redistricting, in Janu-
ary the district will feature 10 towns, and will
include the Rivereast towns of Hebron and
Marlborough, as well as Columbia, Franklin,
Lebanon, Ledyard, Lisbon, Norwich, Sprague
and a portion of Montville.

Osten, who has been the first selectwoman
of Sprague since 2007, said Monday she had
been getting “great support” and was “very
confident” in her chancesof being elected. And
if that happens, she said the first thing she'll
focuson isjob creation and retention.

“That’sthe number one priority that | have,”
shesaid, adding she also planned to beinvolved
with farmland preservation, open space, edu-
cation, senior issues and infrastructure repairs
within the 19th District.

“1 have along list of things that need atten-
tion,” Osten stated.

To address some of these issues, Osten had
anumber of thingsin mind, some of which she
said she'd already been working onin Sprague
and would expand that “toincorporate the other
nine towns.”

In regards to seniors, Osten said she would
help ensure seniors can stay in their own home
for aslong as possible — which includes keep-
ing property taxes down “so seniors aren’t
forced out of their homes.” She added shewould
also see about providing additional resources
to senior centers“ so people have aplaceto go
for socialization or to have amea” or for dif-
ferent health clinics.

To help with job creation and retention,
Osten mentioned cleaning up brownfields and
placing new businessesin those areasthat were
previously unusable. She explained she'd mar-
ket different facets of the jobs bill to different
businesses in the towns and “interface” with
small businessesto seewhat kind of helpthey’re

looking for and where
that help can be found
“to act as a true part-
ner.”

The jobs bill is a
$626 million program
that was passed |ast
October as a way to
grow jobs and
strengthen the state’s
economy. The legisla-
tion passed the state .
House of Representa-
tives147-1,withCoutu  Cathy Osten
asthesole‘no’ vote. On Wednesday, Coutu ex-
plained hevoted against thelegislation because,
as someone with a financial background, he
looked at the plan “as really, more of just a
spending package than areal jobs plan.”

Henoted unemployment inthe stateisat 9.2
percent, and when the bill passed | ast year that
rate was 7.7 percent.

“Soit’snot working,” hesaid. “I think it was
awaste of money.”

Coutu said the feedback he's received from
being the lone ‘no’ vote has been positive.

“1 was one of the only ones who thought it
wasridiculous,” he said. “It’'s an area | under-
stand and that’s why | voted ‘no.’”

But Prague said Monday his opposition to
the jobs bill was areason “I could never sup-
port him.”

“We needed something in the state to help
business grow and grow jobs, and that bill did
that,” Prague said, adding, “1 don’t respect the
way he votes on issues.”

Osten, on the other hand, was a different
story.

“l strongly support Cathy Osten,” said
Prague. “First of all, she’'s a very honest,
straightforward person. She'll always tell you
thetruth”

Prague went on to call Osten “committed,”
and said shehas*alot of confidencethat Cathy
will do avery good job.”

Coutu, aNorwich resident, said Monday that
while he respected Prague and her tenure, “I
don’t think [her endorsement] is going to have
much of an impact” on the election. He said

“at least six of thetown leaders’ havewrittena
letter to the Rivereast or commented inamailer
expressing their support for him.

“So the municipal leaders that will have to
work with me have been strongly in support of
me,” he said. Coutu added while he liked en-
dorsements, he hoped people would look at a
candidate’s background and credentials and
make a decision based upon those —not an en-
dorsement.

He added that he was feeling “really good
about the probability of being elected,” and if
that desired outcomeisreached, the first thing
he'd focus on is the budget.

“All | hear over and over is that it's getting
harder and harder to survive in the state,” he
said. “If we don't have a sound, sustainable
budget the statewill no longer be solvent, fund-
ing to towns will decrease and the state will
continue to raise taxes and borrow money.”

Coutu added, “Everythingwedo in Hartford
starts with a sound, stable, sustainable budget,
and right now that’s not what we have.”

He continued on to say the state was short
“tens of billions” in pension funds and other
benefits the state had a“long-term obligation”
to provide. He noted the amount of debt the
stateisin aswell, and called that debt “along-
term tax increase.”

Coutu said he would also work to provide
an environment that was appealing to both small
and large businesses so they would stay in Con-
necticut, hire new employees and expand.

Additionally, he wanted to see more integ-
rity in politics and noted citizens didn’t seem
to trust elected officials.

“1’ve never done anything or promised any-
thing | couldn’t follow up with,” he stated.

Coutu said the state “ desperately” needs an
ethics committeeto hel p ensure the government
cuts back on waste and fraud — he mentioned
state employees haven stolen food vouchersand
there had been numerousinstances of worker’s
compensation fraud.

“Thelist could go onforever,” hesaid, “so |
think it'sall about integrity and that’sonething
| bring to Hartford.”

Coutu said he'll “question the status quo” as
senator and would provide a needed “counter-

balance” to the pre-
dominantly Demo-
cratic senate.

This isn't the first
time Coutu and Osten
have faced each other
inanelection. In 2010,
they squared off for the
47th Assembly Dis-
trict, which represents
Canterbury, Norwich,
Scotland and Sprague.
It was a contest Coutu
won, but neither Coutu
nor Osten believe that first face-off will affect
the current one.

For Osten, the difference in 2010 was the
playing field.

“Weran against each other inadifferent dis-
trict,” said Osten, noting Coutu won Norwich
while she won Sprague. Now, however, Osten
said “we're both pretty much on an even keel”

“1 don't take anything for granted,” Coutu
said of his prior win. “I just know | have to
work really hard to make sure | meet as many
people as possible.”

OnMonday, Ken Hjulstrom, chairman of the
Marlborough Republican Town Committee,
said Coutu would work to stop “wasteful spend-
ing” in Hartford. He said Coutu’s many years
of dedicated military service“ prepared him to
make the tough decisions necessary to bring a
new vision of common sense and fiscal respon-
sibility to Hartford.”

Conversely, Rich Banbury, chairman of the
Marlborough Democratic Town Committee,
said Osten isin politics “for al the right rea-
sons.” He said she gets things done, is a “real
doer” and agood listener.

“Overdl, | just think she’sawonderful can-
didate” Banbury stated.

“1’m passionate about this,” Osten said, “and
people can seethat passion. And | plan onwork-
ing for al of the peoplein the 19th District.”

Voting in the Rivereast townswill take place
Tuesday, Nov. 6, from 6 am.-8 pm., at Hebron
Elementary School. 92 Church St.; and
Marlborough Elementary School, 25 School Dr.

Chris Coutu

Registrar of Voters Race Coming to End in Andover

by Geeta Schrayter

Election Day isupon us, and a ong with vot-
ing for president, acongressman, United States
and state senators, Andover residentswill have
to choosewho they’d liketo see astheir Demo-
cratic registrar of voters.

Up for the position are Marie Burbank and
Catherine Magaldi-Lewis, who was endorsed
by the Democratic Town Committee and beat
Burbank by a vote of 137-57 at the Aug. 14
primary. Despite the loss, Burbank explained
in a previous Rivereast article she made the
decisionto run asapetitioning candidate against
Magaldi-Lewisso she'd have moretimeto cam-
paign.

Burbank hassaid shedidn’t havethetimeto
adequately campaign beforethe primariessince
her husband, First Selectman Bob Burbank, had
to unexpectedly undergo heart surgery. This
time around, though, “We have our signs out
and we're making telephone calls,” Burbank
said Monday. “We've done more than for the
primaries.”

Burbank explained the position of registrar
was important to her since she's been working
on elections for “so long.” She explained she
was town clerk for 12 years, and during that
time she became familiar with electionlawsand

had to perform different duties which are now
assigned to the registrar of voters. She added
sheisalso acertified el ection moderator, which
requires she take a course every two years to
keep her knowledge of election law current.

“Thething is, when you deal with elections
you really value the process and see how fair it
isand how lucky weare. That'swhy I’'ve made
abig deal,” she said. “I’'m familiar with elec-
tions. | respect them and | couldn’t see placing
it in the hands of someone who's never really
showed an interest in the election process [be-
forethiselection].”

“I"ve really made an effort, not just in this
campaign, but over the yearsto beinvolved in
the election process,” she continued.

Magaldi-Lewis, who said she was asked to
run for the position by members of the Demo-
cratic Town Committee, said Wednesday her
experience working in management and devel -
opment aswell as her skillsasafacilitator and
presenter would aid her asthe registrar of vot-
ers. Shesaid she'salso been activeat the polls.

“1 have alot of training background and |
think that’s going to help; you need to be able
toinstruct others,” she said, explaining thelaws
are always changing and people in town need

to be kept abreast of them.

“1 think I’d be very good at instructing resi-
dents of town about changes,” she added.

Magaldi-Lewis said as it is now, if people
don’'t come to Town Hall they aren’t usually
made aware of thelaws. She said shewasthink-
ing about holding meetings regarding the stat-
utesand she“may be ableto get othersinvolved
aswell.”

“You haveto spark their interest and let them
know what's going on,” she said.

When people head to the polls on Tuesday,
Magaldi-Lewis said she hopes people “stay
focused.” She added being qualified for aposi-
tion wasn't always about having the most ex-
perience.

“There's all sorts of different experience,”
she said. “Mine is in training, management,
supervisory skills, knowledge — just because
you've doneit before doesn’t mean you' re most
qualified.”

Magaldi-Lewis added if only the individu-
as with experience were hired, no one new
would ever be ableto start in aparticular posi-
tion. She added thisthinking also went agai nst
the push there was in town to get new people
involved in poalitics.

“You're back to ‘ do you want new people or
not?” she said.

But Burbank feels the fact of the matter re-
mains she is the most qualified, based on her
related experience.

“Tome, if they respect the experience | have
thenthey’ll votefor me,” Burbank said. “If they
don’t care then they’ll vote for the other per-
son.”

Which type of experience the town consid-
ers most important will be decided on Tues-
day, Nov. 6. It's important to note that while
Cathy Palazzi, the Republican registrar of vot-
ers, islisted onthe ballot above Magaldi-L ewis,
the choiceisn't between thetwo of them. There
are both a Republican and a Democratic regis-
trar of votersin town, and asthe only Republi-
can ontheballot, Palazzi will win the Republi-
can slot if shereceivesasingle vote. The deci-
sion residents will have to make is whether
they’dlikeMagaldi-Lewis, whoislisted onthe
Democratic line, or Burbank, who can befound
towards the bottom of the ballot under “ peti-
tioning candidate” to fill the Democratic role.

Voting will take place from 6 am.-8 p.m. at
the Andover Town Hall, 17 School St.



Carpino, Phelps Ready for Election Day in Portland

by Joshua Anusewicz

Theracefor the 32nd Assembly District seat
between incumbent Republican Christie
Carpino of Cromwell and Democrat Christo-
pher Phelps of Portland has been run so cleanly
and quietly, if it weren’t for the lawn signs
around the area, you might not even know it
was actually happening.

“Christieand | haven't really been going at
each other; we'rejust talking about the issues,”
admitted Phelps last week.

“Everyone should look at the person and
make a choice on the candidate, regardless of
party,” Carpino said Wednesday.

Poaliticians, focusing on issues and getting
along? Get out!

But it’sthat bipartisan attitude that both can-
didates possessthat will makethisraceintrigu-
ing as it heads for the home stretch. And al-
though willing to compromise, each candidate
presents a different ideology on how to best
servethe district.

The32nd District currently covers Portland,
Cromwell and a portion of Middletown. How-
ever, due to recent redistricting, following the
election the district will include just Portland
and Cromwell.

Carpino, who is currently serving her first
term as state representative after unseating Jim
O’Rourke in 2010, previously served on
Cromwell’sBoard of Assessment Appeals, and
was the vice chair of the Zoning Board of Ap-
pealsand thevice chair of the Republican Town
Committee.

Already a known entity in Cromwell,
Carpino has become one of the most recogni z-
ableindividualsin both Cromwell and Portland
inthelast two years, reaching out to local busi-

nesses, schools, and
organizationstolenda
hand any way possible.
That type of accessibil-
ity, Carpino said, has
not gone unnoticed by
voters she has met
with.

“They notice how
hard I've worked over
the last two years,”
Carpino said. “I'll go
;ﬁdtt?,e‘;‘?ﬁ'“’,'gﬁﬂ‘g’,ff Christie Carpino
know you! I’m voting for you!”

“Peopl e have noticed how much I'vetried to
immerse myself in the community,” she con-
tinued. “The only way to represent the district
istobein district.”

Though she spends considerabletimeinthe
district, Carpino has been hard at work in Hart-
ford as well. As a freshman representative in
the minority party of the House, Carpino said
she didn’t back down from the challenge, tak-
ing part in the coordinated effort with federal,
state and local agencies to complete the
Arrigoni Bridge project, securing more Edu-
cation Cost Share (ECS) funding for the
district’s schools as a member of the House's
education commission, and championing the
passage of Caylee’s Law, which received
unanimous House support.

“I"'mvery proud of that,” Carpino said of the
adoption of Caylee's Law, which makes it a
crime for parents to delay reporting a missing
child or to lie about it.

Carpinowasaso anintegral part of the 2011
state Jobs Bill, even bringing a representative

of the Department of Economic and Commu-
nity Development (DECD) to Portland to speak
with business ownersto gather input onthebill,
which passed with bipartisan support.

“1 actively sought out these businesses and
said, ‘You tell me how | can help,” Carpino
said, adding that almost two dozen businesses
took part and are utilizing programsto improve
their businesses through the bill.

Asfar as the economy goes, however, both
candidatesagreethereisstill work to do. Phelps
said last week that throughout his campaign,
the economy is “what’s on people’s minds.”
Phelps, a consumer and environmental advo-
catein Hartford for anumber of years, said that
not only does the state need to help small and
mid-size businesses in the district, but it also
should hold large companies that receive state
funding accountable.

“We need to see if we are getting bang for
our buck,” he said. “A lot of those small busi-
nesses need that government support we' re giv-
ing to [larger companies].” Phelps said he also
supports legislation that would help the
economy two-fold, by providing tax incentives
to businesses that employ veteransthat are re-
turning from combat, a demographic that is
suffering from higher-than-average unemploy-
ment.

Phel ps al so has education experience, serv-
ing on Portland’s Board of Education since
2003, the past four years as chairman. During
that time, Portland has seen improved student
test scores, more students attending collegeand
improved instruction, all while keeping costs
low. The key, Phelps said, is once again bipar-
tisanship.

“We check our party affiliationsat thedoor,”
Phelps said of the school board. “We don’t
worry about partisanship.” He admitted that
being bipartisan is difficult as you “move up
the food chain,” but stated that the state’s new
education reform showswhat can be donewhen
the two sides “reach acompromise.”

Another concern Phel ps spoke of hasbecome
abuzz term of sortsthis political season: “fair

L arson Seeking Elghth Term in U.S.

by Joshua Anusewicz

Not used to running against an opponent,
Congressman John Larson (D —East Hartford)
will look for an eighth straight terminthe U.S.
House of Representativesthisyear, squaring off
against Republican challenger John Henry
Decker of West Hartford.

Larson currently represents the state’s 1st
Congressional District —which represents Port-
land — a position he has held since 1998. Prior
to winning that seat, L arson served on the East
Hartford Board of Education and City Coun-
cil, before moving on to the state Senate from
1983-1994.

Since 2009, Larson has served as chairman
of theHouse's Democratic Caucus, hehad held
the position of vice chairman from 2006-20009.

A relative newcomer to politics, Decker pro-
vides a stark contrast from Larson. A Texas
native, Decker has been a certified financial
advisor for thelast 16 years, aswell as serving

as adeacon at Asylum

Hill Congregational "
ChurchinHartford and
amember of the Board
of Directors of the
Mandell Greater Hart-
ford Jewish Commu-
nity Center and Busi-
ness for Downtown
Hartford.

Ashistop priority as
representative, Larson
lists job creation, ac-
cording to a release
from hiscampaign. Hewasasupporter of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s American Jobs Act and
has strongly supported maintaining manufac-
turing jobsin Connecticut, particularly at Pratt
& Whitney.

Larson also supports legislation that would

John Larson

Stratford Man Killed in
Head-On Crash in East Hampton

by Joshua Anusewicz

A Stratford man died following amotor ve-
hicle crash last Saturday, Oct. 27, in East
Hampton.

According to Sgt. Garritt Kelly, Joseph
Witkavitch, 67, of 79 ElImhurst Ave., Stratford,
died from injuries sustained when the Toyota
Prius he was driving was hit head-on by a
Dodge pick-up truck driven by Nicholas
Pignatello, 33, of 59 Depot Hill Rd. The ac-
cident occurred shortly after 5:30 p.m. on
Route 66 near the intersection of Route 151.

Kelly said that Witkavitch was treated for

injuries a the scene and then flown to St.
Francis Hospital in Hartford. He was pro-
nounced dead at the hospital, Kelly said, af-
ter multiplefailed attemptsto resuscitate him.

Pignatello also sustained serious injuries
inthewreck and wastreated at Hartford Hos-
pital; he has since been released, Kelly said.

Asfor the cause of the accident, Kelly said
that the incident remains under investigation
and no other information is available at this
time. Headded that no charges have beenfiled
against Pignatello.

reform the country’s campaign finance system,

aswell as decreasing the country’sreliance on
foreign energy and investing in alternative en-
ergy sources.

On his campaign website, Decker lists un-
employment asthe state’' slargest concern, asit
currently sits 10 percent higher than the national
average. He also opposesthe president’shealth
care reform bill and supports vice presidential
candidate Paul Ryan’splanfor Medicare, which
he stated would reduce health care coststhrough
competition with private companies.

Two other candidates have entered the 1st
District racethisyear, aswell: Matthew Corey,
a petitioning candidate, and Michael DeRosa,
a Green Party candidate.

Corey, a Navy veteran and small business
owner from Manchester, has stated that he is
focused on keeping jobs in Connecticut by
fighting harmful regulations for businesses, as

share.” Phelps said
that, particularly with
education, theway that
towns receive state
funding is “out of
whack” and “ putshuge
pressure” on towns
like Portland and
Cromwell. Phelpssaid
that the two towns
have some of the high-
est property tax bur-
densin the state while
ranking close to the Christopher Phelps
middle in median income, while some of the
wealthier towns in Fairfield County receive
more state funding.

“It'sridiculous,” Phelps said, plainly.

With similar focuses but different ideas on
how to reach them, the race in the 32nd Dis-
trict is expected to be close. Carpino said that
this week, her focus has shifted from the cam-
paign to her job as representative, touring the
district in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. But as
she gets back on the campaign trail in the next
few days, she's confident that the work she's
put in during her first term shows her commit-
ment to the seat.

“Yes|’m confident, but it's ultimately up to
thevoters. It'stheir seat,” shesaid. “1 know I've
worked hard for them.”

Phelps said he will continue to knock on
doorsup until the election, apractice that, over
the past six months, hasliterally worn holesin
the bottoms of his shoes. He said he expects
the election to be close and a challenge, con-
sidering heisfacing an incumbent, but that the
voters should focus on which candidate will
best servethem and havetheir interests at heart.

“For me, it’snot what the party wantsto do,
but how the publicisbest served,” Phelpssaid.
“|t's easier said than done, but that needsto be
my focus and the focus of the voters.”

Voters will get the chance to cast their bal-
lots on Tuesday, Nov. 6, from 6 am.-8 p.m. at
Portland Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

House

well as reducing the
corporatetax rateto en-
courage investments
and job growth.

DeRosa, aWethers-
field native and co-
founder of the Green
Party of Connecticut,
has stated that his big-
gest priority is ending
the war overseas and
using the money spent
on the military to fix
the U.S. economy. He John Henry Decker
also supports green energy initiatives, such as
solar and wind, as well as a clean transporta-
tion system for the state.

Voting will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 6,
from 6 am.-8 p.m. at the Portland Senior Cen-
ter, 7 Waverly Ave.

East Hampton Police News

10/20: Stacy Deanna Rivera, 32, of 16 East
High St., was arrested for second-degree fail-
ure to appear and fifth-degree larceny, East
Hampton Police said.

10/20: Wayne Goodrich, 48, of 159 Main St.,
was issued a summons for disorderly conduct
and third-degree criminal mischief, police said.

10/21: Mark Hall, 44, of 38.5 Chapman Rd.,
wasissued asummonsfor misuse of platesand
operating an unregistered motor vehicle, police

said.

10/23: William Shane Landry, 37, who po-
lice said they had no known address for, was
charged with third-degree burglary, third-degree
criminal mischief and fifth-degreelarceny, po-
lice said.

10/23: Nathan R. Hall, 18, of 22 No. Main
St., East Hampton was arrested for third-de-
gree assault, violation of aprotective order and
disorderly conduct, police said.

Hebron Police News

10/24: Timothy Meares, 17, of 80 Wellswood
Rd., Amston, was traveling north on Old
Colchester Road in the town of Hebron when
helost control of hisvehicle, went off theright
shoulder and struck atree. He was brought to
Marlborough Clinic for possible injury, State
Police said.

10/24: Matthew W. Laforge, 34, of 74 Hunt
Rd., Columbia, was charged with DUI, im-
proper turn and speeding, State Police said.

10/28: Joanne O’ Connor, 42, of 75 Smith
Farm Rd., was traveling west on Route 66 in

Hebron and was struck on the driver’'s side by
LauraTralongo, 16, of 60 Cedar Ridge Dr., who
was traveling north on Chestnut Hill Road in
Hebron and attempted to cross Rt. 66 at thein-
tersection. O’ Connor’s vehicletraveled off the
roadway and rolled onits passenger’sside. She
was transported to Marlborough Clinic for a
report of shoulder and neck pain, State Police
said.

10/28: Brian M. Didden, 22, of 509
Deepwood Dr., Lebanon, wascharged with DUI
and improper turn, State Police said.



Marz Challenglng Sawyer for State Rep Seat

by Geeta Schrayter
With Election Day

i "*
just around the corner, g"

Republican state Rep. L
Pam Sawyer, and her

Democratic opponent, i, -
Richard Marzi, each
say they’re optimistic W —=

about their chances. -
Sawyer, a Bolton

resident, iscurrently in
her 10th term as state |
representative for the * S

55th Assembly Dis- ~ Pam Sawyer
trict, which covers Andover, Bolton, Hebron
and Marlborough. From the responses she's
received from people, she said, she's “feeling
very positive.”

“1 havefound avery positive reception from
the places| visited in thedistrict and the people
I met with,” shesaid, adding “the message |’ ve
been giving isthat Connecticut needs to spend
no more than it makes. We need to make the
state more business-friendly and improve the
jobsin Connecticut, first and foremost. And we
need to repeal the huge tax increases that have
put Connecticut at the bottom of all 50 states’
in terms of where to retire.

“That messageis, | believe, resounding with
the voters,” Sawyer stated.

Marzi, aHebron resident, said hiscampaign
has also been “going well” and theindividuals
he's spoken with seem ready for change.

“1’ve been banging on a lot of doors and
making alot of cals,” hesaid. “Theresultsthat
I’ve been getting — the reaction from peopleis
positive. They realizeit’stime for a change”

Marzi haslived in Hebron for the past year,
and beforethat heresided in New Britain. Since
moving to Hebron, he has become active with
the Russell Mercier Senior Center and the lo-
cal food bank, aswell asthe American Legion
and the Hebron Lions Club. He became a jus-
tice of the peace and a so joined the Democratic
Town Committee — which endorsed him dur-
ing its May 22 convention.

If elected, Marzi said threeissues he consid-
ers important are education, development and
open space. Inregardsto education, Marzi said
he'd like to see more state funding for Educa-
tional Cost Sharing grantsfor schoolsand pub-
lic education.

He explained he'd also like to see develop-
ment along the Route 66 corridor, to look at
the potential for businesses that have a low
impact on the environment, and the redevel op-
ment of brownfields.

The Environmental Protection Agency de-
finesabrownfield as*aproperty the expansion,
redevel opment, or reuse of which may be com-
plicated by the presence or potentia presence
of ahazardous substance, pollutant or contami-
nant.” Marzi explained there was devel opment
opportunity for brownfields in the district,
which he said would generate taxes, and he
mentioned he'd liketo see morelegidation sup-
porting such development.

Marzi also said acommitment to open space
and agricultural farmland in Eastern Connecti-
cut was vital.

“It'savery important issuein theregion,” he

C

said, adding that
Hebron did “a good :ﬂ I e
job” protecting their k|

open space and that
needed to be built ‘ il-h
upon.

“We need to make f u.f""\
sure our farmers are
protected and we fund
the programs that are
available to farmers
here. Agricultural
sustainability and sup-
porting agri():/ulture a?e R'Char d Marzi
important,” Marzi stated, adding thesmall farms
helped local “mom and pop businesses” with
their products.

For Sawyer, who is the deputy Republican
leader-at-large in the Connecticut General As-
sembly and currently sits on the legislature’s
appropriationscommittee, higher education and
employment advancement committee, legisla-
tive management committee and the transpor-
tation committee, theissues of most importance
are the state’s business climate, jobs and state
spending.

“Finding ways to improve the business cli-
mate has to be number one,” she said, adding
someof thethingstolook at would bejobtrain-
ing and removing some of the “burdensome
regulations’ that arein place which can hinder
new business devel opment.

In addition, she said, “one of the things |
believe we need is more fraud investigatorsin
the Department of Socia Services for Medic-
aid fraud.” Sawyer explained if 26 new fraud
investigators were hired, the state could be
saved an estimated $200 million.

“Those are the types of things we have to
address,” she said. “We haveto be careful with
everyone'stax dollars”

Sawyer added her philosophy isthat the state
should spend no more than it makes, calling it
“common sense” that the state can only bor-
row what it can afford to pay back. She added
“we should have all the government we need
but only the government we need.”

When it comesto qualifications, Sawyer said
she hopes voters will look at her record and
past dedication to the community to seeif she
has the same set of values a voter is looking
for.

“And if | do,” she said, “please vote for me
and send me back to Hartford.”

For Marzi, he said living in New Britain af-
forded him various experiencesthat would help
him serve the smaller towns of the 55th Dis-
trict. He said “quality-of-life issues’ such as
tax concerns, jobs and public works were im-
portant in both locations.

“What | takefrom alargecity, I'll beableto
trandate that here and effectively work with
everybody — and collectively — to get things
done” Marzi said.

Marzi added heis*the best candidate because
I’m astrong advocate for quality public educa-
tion, keeping and enhancing our senior pro-
gramsand essentia support and the overall pres-
ervation of the quality of life” within the dis-
trict.

On Monday, Hebron Democratic Town Com-

Police News

10/22: A youthful offender, 17, wasarrested
for stealing a President Obama sign on the
Colchester Town Green around 8:30 p.m., State
Police said.

10/24: Dustin Cote, 24, of 530 NorwichAve.,,
was charged with fifth-degree larceny after
stealing automotive partsfrom his parents, State
Police said.

10/25: Darryl Shukis, of 5 Levy Rd., was
charged with cruelty to animals, State Police
said.

10/26: Jason Fraser, 33, of 48 RitaDr., Leba-
non, was charged with possessing child por-
nography after the State Police served an arrest
warrant. The investigation dates back to June
2012 after files of suspected child porn were
discovered as being shared from an Internet
account assigned to Fraser’sresidence. In July

Mar [borough

Police News

10/23: Michael Paul Tassinari, 48, of 203
Terrace View Ct., Churchville, Md., was
charged with DUI and speeding, State Police
said.

2012, the Computer Crimes unit executed a
search and sei zure warrant at hisresidence and
seized itemsrel ated to the crime. The evidence
was previewed and located images and videos
of child porn were located which led to his ar-
rest, State Police said.

10/27: Colchester Policeresponded to aresi-
dence on Village Court to a report for a bur-
glary and missing items, State Police said. Any-
one with information about this incident is
asked to contact Officer Goss at 860-537-7555
ext. 4083.

10/28: AlyciaBrodeur, 22, of 191 Taylor Rd.,
was charged with DUI, failure to drive in the
proper lane and failure to have tail lamps dur-
ing the course of a motor vehicle stop, State
Police said.

Portland Police News

10/23: Megan Soboleski, 27, of 6-3 Country
SideLn., Middletown, was charged with third-
degree assault and second-degree breach of
peace, Portland Police said.

10/23: A 15-year-old juvenile male was ar-
rested for sixth-larceny, police said.

10/24: Virginia Wright, 35, of 37 Summer
St., Meriden, was charged with first-degreefail-
ure to appear, police said.

mittee Chairman Bill Rudis said Marzi has

“been areal hands-on person,” and added, “He
understandsthe nature of concernsthat our resi-
dents have”

Rudisfurthered that dueto Marzi’s* general
instincts and knowledge base he will make the
kind of staterepresentativethat wereally need.”

But Andover Republican Town Committee
Chair Wally Barton said Sawyer had done “a
good job” as state rep.

“Anytimeanyonein any of her district towns
needs something, Pam'’s always there to help,”
he said, added that Sawyer has always worked
to get the towns state grants if needed, is fis-

From the Editor’s Desk

cally conservative and able to effectively get
things done despite being aminority intheleg-
islator.

“[Marzi's] in a tough race against Sawyer
because of her background and longevity,”
Barton said. “Everyone in the district knows
her and likes her.”

Whether that like is enough to override the
desire for change Marzi said residents are ex-
pressing will be seen on Tuesday, Nov. 6, when
voting takes placefrom 6 am.-8 p.m., at Hebron
Elementary School, 92 Church St.; Andover
Town Hall, 17 School Rd.; and Marlborough
Elementary School, 25 School Dr.

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

Not again.

That was my thought — and that of many
other Nutmeggers, I’dimagine—as|last week-
end advanced and it became obvious Hurri-
cane Sandy wasn't going out to sea. It was
hitting land, as was predicted, and the pros-
pect of another extended power outage —
nearly a year to the day from when the last
extended outage hit — stared me straight in
the face.

| spent last weekend in southern New Jer-
sey, a afriend’sengagement party (congratu-
lations, Pete), and getting back home proved
to be somewhat more adventurous than |
thought. A fan of masstransit, | took thetrain
down Saturday morning, never dreaming |
wouldn’t be able to take it back Sunday af-
ternoon. But, with Sandy bearing down,
evacuations were ordered, and by the time
Sunday rolled around, agood chunk of New
Jersey was scrambling to get the heck out of
Dodge. Though nearly every Amtrak the en-
tire day was sold out, thanks to New Jersey
Transit and Metro-North, | was able to get
back to Connecticut (and just intime; all com-
muter trainsand subway lineswere shut down
at 7 p.m. that evening).

| was caught rather off-guard by Tropical
Storm Ireneand last October’snor’ easter. Oh,
| knew they were forecast, but | also thought
things wouldn’t possibly be as bad as the
weathermen predicted (particularly the
nor’ easter; “It's just a snowstorm,” | said to
myself. “No one loses power in a snow-
storm”). Needlessto say, | was proven wrong
bothtimes, sothistime, | adequately prepared
myself: | filled up my car with gas, stocked
up on bread, tuna and peanut butter for some
quick no-power meals, made sure | had a
flashlight and batteries, and waited.

Asitturned out, all of my preparation was
unnecessary, as Manchester got off pretty
easily; at the height of the storm Monday
night, only about 10 percent of the City of
Village Charm waswithout power. Obvioudly,
as most of you know, that wasn't the case for
alot of Rivereast land. As Melissa Roberto
reports in this week’s paper, Colchester and
especialy Andover, Hebron and Marlborough
(with the latter two nearly 100 percent with-
out power at the peak of the storm) were es-
pecialy hard hit.

One of the few bright spots of last
October’s nor’ easter isit forced Connecticut
Light & Power to reexamine the way it did
things. The utility has spent much of the past
year trimming trees and, as Sandy ap-
proached, the company called in hundredsand
hundreds of extrautility workers from out of
state to be ready to get the lights turned back
onif and when they went off. So, | was hope-
ful the power wouldn’t be off for a week or
more this time around.

And, as of my writing this Tuesday night,
things are looking pretty good. According to
the CL& P website, Colchester isdown to 34
percent without power, Andover to 39 percent
and Hebron to 21 percent. Marlborough’sstill
at ahigh 65 percent, but considering that num-
ber was 100 percent the night before, I’d say
that's definitely an improvement. Hopefully

by the time the paper comes out on Friday,
everyone has power.

Of course, I’d beremissif | didn’t mention
Sandy’s other destruction. Inland Connecti-
cut got off pretty lightly, compared to the
shoreline towns and — especially — New York
City and New Jersey. It was good southern
New Jersey got evacuated when | was there
last weekend. Thevideo I've seen of the dam-
agethereisjust unbelievable. And then there
werethe scenesfrom New York; flooded tun-
nelsand subways, riversin the streets of lower
Manhattan. It was like something out of The
Day After Tomorrow —only very, very real.

It's going to take along time for southern
Connecticut to get back to normal, and even
longer for New York City and New Jersey. In
fact, the shoreline communities in New Jer-
sey, with their iconic boardwal ks, may never
look the same. | consider myself very fortu-
nate to have gotten off aseasily as| did. The
media described Sandy as a “ superstorm” —
and for those of you who think that’s alot of
hype, well, call up someone in New Jersey,
or in New York City. They'd probably dis-

agree.

* k %

Thetiming of Sandy was unfortunate for a
lot of trick-or-treaters, as some townswound
up getting Halloween postponed for the sec-
ondyear inarow. (It wasdelayed or canceled
altogether last year, asmuch of thestate didn’t
have power.) Among those towns was
Colchester, which officially moved Hallow-
een to next Wednesday, Nov. 7, due to the
conditions of the town roads. On Tuesday,
First Selectman Gregg Schuster said this
week, “Sincethere are still and will continue
to be downed power linesthroughout thetown
for the next couple of days, public safety per-
sonnel, CL& P and myself did not feel it was
safe for children to be walking around dark-
ened streets”

Now, in Colchester and other towns that
opted to postpone Halloween, | imaginethere
werestill plenty of kidswho decided to brave
the conditions this past Wednesday and hit
the streets anyway. | remember being a kid
and going trick-or-treating; when bags of free
candy are on the line, not much can get in
your way. So, for any kidswho livein atown
that delayed Hall oween but opted to go trick-
or-treating thisweek anyway, you know what
this means: double the chances for candy.

* k% %

Lastly, don’t forget to vote next Tuesday.
I’m guessing al of us will have our power
back by then, so there’ll be no need to trudge
to the polls in the dark. I'll be voting for
Obama (big shock, | know), and | hope most
of you do the same, but no matter how you
decide to cast your ballots, | just hope you
get out and cast them. I’'m a big fan of high
voter turnout. I’d love to see 100 percent one
day. After all, it's not a percentage of people
intown; it'sof thosethat areregistered to vote.
So if you took the time to sign up to vote,
then go ahead and do it.

* k %

See you next week.



Pelletier Challenging Cassano for State Senate

by Geeta Schrayter

Come Election Day Andover residents will
bevoting for who they’d like to represent them
in the state senate: Steve Cassano or Cheri
Pelletier.

Cassano, aDemocrat from Manchester, isthe
current senator of the Fourth District, which
covers Bolton, Glastonbury, Manchester and
Marlborough. He'sup for re-election, but if he
wins next Tuesday, the district he covers will
be dlightly different as aresult of recent redis-
tricting; it will include Andover instead of
Marlborough.

Last week, Cassano said he knows there's
some concern due to the fact he hastwo larger
towns and then two smaller towns, but he noted
he grew up in Nantucket, R.1., where there'sa
population of 3,000 and hisfather was afisher-
man, affording him some experiences with
smaller towns early on. Additionally, Cassano
said he's been involved regionaly with the
Capitol Region Council of Governments and
the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities
and has continuously worked with smaller
towns as well as the cities.

“|1 probably have as good an understanding
of small town needs as anybody,” he said.

Cassano said he knows the town leaders in
Bolton and Andover and he “absolutely” plans
tobeasvisibleinthe smaller townsasthelarger.
He mentioned he'd already been to a number
of eventsin Andover including various senior
center luncheons and September’s pig roast for
the Andover Food Pantry. But there was one
recent event he said he missed.

“1 missed the installation of the bridge be-
cause | was away, but | really wanted to see
that!” he lamented.

Cassano said where
thesmaller townsneed
help in the legidlature
iswith securing Small
Town EconomicAsSis-
tance Program grants
and presently, securing
funds for the repair of
the bridge on Times
Farm Road “has be-
comeapriority.”

Cassano, who taught
sociology at Manches-
ter Community Col-
legefor 28 years, called himself “ apeople per-
son.”

“People havejust been my life—that’swho |
am,” hesaid.

As such, he said he considers quality of life
issuesimportant. If hewerereelected, Cassano
said his priorities would be keeping and creat-
ing jobs, stabilization of the budget and review-
ing state regulations.

Cassano explained if training was provided,
there are plenty of jobs availablein the statein
the field of aerospace. He said a mgjority of
the parts used at Pratt & Whitney are madein
smaller shops throughout the state, but right
now, not enough people have the appropriate
training to fill those jobs.

“Keeping and creating jobs—that’sthe thing:
keeping these places, training these people to
work in those positions so those jobs stay here,”
he said.

In regards to the budget he said some of the
tax increases that were imposed need to be ex-
amined —“we added all kinds of things.”

“We've got to help the average pocketbook

Steve Cas;sano

and you help by cutting back daily fees,” he
stated.

Cassano added state regulations that are in
place need to be examined as well, and for
Pelletier, who is also a Manchester resident,
those were areas she a so considered important.

“We need to streamline some of those regu-
lations and make sure the cost of doing busi-
ness [in the state] isn’t more than the business
can bring in,” she said.

Pelletier added looking at the debt the state
iscurrently inisaso important, aswell asthe
new taxesthat have been imposed in Connecti-
cut. She explained the legidative office raised
taxesto help bring down the deficit, but people
are unable to pay for these increases. Like
Cassano, she also said job creation and foster-
ing job growth in the state was important.

“We need to keep high paying jobs here”
shesaid.

In addition, her focusesarefinances, support-
ing services and education.

“My record is one of controlling spending
and taxation, and at the same time providing
for what | consider vital services,” she said,
adding “1’m abig proponent of education.”

Pelletier said her record is different than
Cassano'’s, partially because she'sserved onthe
Manchester Board of Directors during the re-
cession.

“1 had to learn how to build partnerships,
work with things in the community and have
done things to make sure every dollar spent is
spent efficiently and effectively,” shesaid. “That
aone makes me very different from my oppo-
nent.”

Pelletier said she thinks she has the “tools’

and personal experi-
ence necessary to be a
successful senator.

“1 think 1 could be
very efficient in legis-
lating policies for the
state of Connecticut,”
she said.

Andover Republi-
can Town Committee
Chairman Wally

Barton called Pelletier - :
a“fiscal conservative”

who has experience  Cheri P
working with both parties.

“1 think she'd be very good for the district,”
he said.

But Democratic Town Committee Chair-
woman Linda Knowlton said she felt Cassano
was the best man for the job, calling him “a
good candidate” and “areally good guy.”

“I’'mashonest asday islong,” said Cassano,
saying he was proud about there having never
been a scandal during his 28 years serving in
Manchester. “1 lovewhat | do. I’m not doing it
for atitle, not doing it because | need some-
thing to do — | do it because | love the chal-
lenge of making things better for both Connecti-
cut and people themselves.”

“I’m concerned about the debt that future
generationsaregoingto have,” Pelletier shared.
“I"mreally looking forward to helping createa
Connecticut we can al live in, work in, retire
in, and thrivein.”

Voting will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 6,
from 6 am.-8 p.m. at Andover Town Hall, 17
School Rd.

Courtney Faces Challenge from Formicain 2nd

by Joshua Anusewicz

After narrowly winning his seat in 2006,
Congressman Joe Courtney has soundly de-
feated his opponent in the two re-election at-
temptsthat havefollowed. Thisyear, East Lyme
First Selectman Paul Formicalooksto buck that
trend.

Courtney, aDemocrat from Vernon, will face
achallengefrom Formica, aRepublican, inthis
year'srace for the 2nd Congressional District,
whose municipalities include the Rivereast
towns of Andover, Colchester, East Hampton,
Hebron and Marlborough. The race will also
feature Green Party candidate Colin Bennett
and Libertarian Daniel Reale.

The three-term congressman Courtney has
served Connecticut since 1987, when he was
elected as state representative of 56th House
District, aposition heheld until 1994. A staunch
supporter of the country’s military, Courtney
has served on House Armed Services Commit-
tee during his time in Washington, as well as
the Committee on Agriculture.

On his website, Courtney lists his biggest
issue as building and sustaining the region’s
economic recovery. This would be done, he
stated, by investing in job training and educa-
tion, investing in infrastructure, and providing

tax relief for busi-
nessesto helpthemre-
cover and grow.
Courtney also states
on his website he be-
lievesin strengthening
the district’s military-
related jobs, at compa-
nies like Electric Boat

and at the Subase in
New London. He dso
supported President ‘
Barack Obama’s

health care reform,  Joe Courtney
middle classtax cutsthrough the Recovery Act
and aWall Street reform hill.

Though he's considered a political new-
comer, Formica is no stranger to the ways of
government. Before serving the past five years
as East Lyme First Selectman, Formica served
for eight yearson the town’s Board of Finance,
eight years on the Zoning Commission and as
vice chairman of the Southeastern Connecticut
Council of Governments.

Formica is aso the founder and owner of
Flanders Fish Market in East Lyme, which
shows why one of his biggest concernsisim-
proving the economy by promoting small busi-
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nesses, something he stated has been done dur-
ing his time as first selectman in East Lyme.
On hiscampaign website, he statesthat having
a “Main Street, common sense”’ approach to
economicissuesiswhat isneeded in Congress.
Formica said he also supports increased fund-
ing for returning veteransin order to find jaobs.
On the issue of health care, Formica stated
that he strongly opposes the president’s
healthcare reform, which he called “an attack
on individual liberty and freedom.” He stated
that thereform putsaheavier tax burden onthe
middle class, as healthcare should be made
available through a“free-market approach.”
Thetwo other candidates, Bennett and Reale,
will also attempt to challenge Courtney for the
2nd District seat. Bennett, a Westbrook resi-
dent, isamember of the U.S. Coast Guard Re-
serve, serving as a marine science technician.
Bennett said his campaign isfocused on stabi-
lizing the climate by using alternative energy,
creating afair tax system, and cutting govern-
ment waste to reduce debt.
Realeisthechairman of the Libertarian Party
of Connecticut, a justice of the peace, and a
freelance writer. A Plainfield native, Reale be-
lievesthat the country should have competition

in healthcare, cut
spending and borrow-
ing, and should stop
“pation building” to
reduce federal spend-
ing. Reale stated that
by collecting debt, the
country isburdeningits
citizens through the
government that is in
place to help them.

Though the incum- L
bent Courtney is once - .
again considered the ~ Paul Formica
favorite, Formicais expected to put up a chal-
lenge on Election Day next Tuesday, Nov. 6. In
the Rivereast towns, voting will take place from
6am.-8 p.m. at thefollowing locations: in East
Hampton, at East Hampton High School, 15
N. Maple St.; in Colchester, at Abundant Life -
Assemblies of God Church, 85 Skinner Rd.;
Bacon Academy, 611 NorwichAve.; and Town
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.; in Marlborough, at
Marlborough Elementary School, 25 School
Dr.; in Andover, at Town Hall, 17 School Rd.;
and in Hebron, at Hebron Elementary School,
92 Church St.

Board of Education Discusses New School Surveysin Marlborough

by Melissa Roberto

The Board of Education met last Thursday
to discuss a policy regarding teacher gifts and
anew mandatory school survey.

School board policy committee member
Carole Shea explained the committee hopesto
revise a1999 personnel policy that discourages
the giving of gifts to teachers, and instead en-
courages parents and students to write letters
to the school board to commend teachers for
their good work.

“Thisisapolicy everyone needsto givein-
put on,” said Superintendent of Schools David
Sklarz.

Board secretary Louise Concodello admit-
ted that no oneiscurrently following the policy.
Board member Shannon Bielaczyc, whosekids,
shesaid, “lovegiving giftsto teachers,” shared
her hopes for arevision in the policy to allow
students and parents to continue showing their
appreciation through gift-giving.

Shea explained that revisions of this policy
are in the primary stage; she said members of
the committee will discuss possible changes
with the School Advisory Council, teachers,

staff and PTO before presenting adjustments
to the board.

Marlborough Elementary School Principal
Scott Nierendorf and Assistant Principal
Maureen Ryan a so updated the board on anew
process of school climate surveysthat areto be
taken every other year. The state Department
of Education has asked all school districts to
start the surveys this school year. Members of
one early childhood education grade and one
upper elementary education grade, as well as
the parents of those students, and the entire staff
of each school will take the survey.

“I think it will be very helpful for us,
Nierendorf said.

He said the data obtained from the surveys
will be combinedin the safe school climate plan
whichwill help the Board of Education address
issues that students, parents or staff may raise.

Ryan said the two grades that will take the
survey thisyear are the second and fifth grades.
(Second grade was chosen, he explained, be-
cause it falls in between the early elementary
grades of first through third, while the fifth

grade was tabbed sinceit fallsin the middle of
the upper elementary grades, fourth through
sixth.) Parents, staff and older studentswill take
the surveysonline, while the second-grade stu-
dentswill begiven the surveysinthe classroom
with “happy” and “sad” facestofill in, making
thesurvey easier for the children to understand.

The board reviewed two examples of the
surveys. Nierendorf said the content of the sur-
veys is given by the state Department of Edu-
cation; the school can add questions, he said,
but cannot change ones that already exist. He
said other details have yet to be worked out,
but he said administration would be sure the
surveys are easy to understand for students.

In addition, Sklarz announced that the bud-
get season is approaching and presented the
board with the school budget’s “guiding prin-
ciplesand assumptions” for the 2013-14 fiscal
year. Among the assumptions was a prelimi-
nary estimate that student enrollment at the el-
ementary school would decline next year, from
639 students to 625.

The board approved these guidelines and
assumptionsand Sklarz reminded the board that
they arestill in the planning process of the bud-
get and that these assumptions and guidelines
will bediscussed in future meetings. Asfor the
timetable to discuss the budget, Sklarz said he
wants to “ start the process earlier and build in
additional meetings during the budget time.”

He announced there would be a meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2013, to discuss half of the
budget and another Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2013, to
discuss the budget as awhole.

Nierendorf also highlighted eventsthat took
placeearlier thismonth. He announced that the
Marlborough Education Foundation (MEF)
raised $7,000 at its Family Bingo Night and
Silent Auction on Oct. 19. “It was amazing to
see almost 400 peoplethat night,” he said. The
sixth-grade play, Thwacked, presented Oct. 24,
was a “great success.”

The next Board of Education meeting is
scheduled to take place Thursday, Nov. 15, at 7
p.m., a Marlborough Elementary School.



Wotus Brings Baseball Championship to Colchester

by Mike Thompson

For kidsgrowing up playing baseball intheir
back yard or on the elementary school diamond,
being on a World Series-winning team is the
stuff dreams are made of .

And now, former Colchester resident Ron
Wotus has lived that dream twice in the past
three years.

Wotusis bench coach for the San Francisco
Giants, who on Sunday completed afour-game
sweep of the Detroit Tigers to win baseball’s
world championship. It's the team’s second
world championship in three years. The team
alsowent all theway in 2010 —also withWotus,
who was raised in Colchester and graduated
Bacon Academy in 1979, serving as bench
coach.

“It was a great run,” Wotus said this week.
“This club this year faced a lot of adversity,
and we seemed to play better with our backs
against the wall.”

Indeed, by the time the World Series started
last Wednesday night, the Giants had played
several literal must-win gamesthis postseason.
In the best-of-seven National L eague Champi-
onship Series against the St. Louis Cardinals,
the Giantsfound themselvesin athree-games-
to-one hole, but crawled their way back, forc-
ing awinner-take-all Game Seven that they ul-
timately won.

The dramatic NLCS was immediately pre-
ceded by the best-of-five National League Di-
vision Series—where San Francisco also wound
up staring down the barrel at an 0-2 hole before
winning the next three games to advance. The
Division Series comeback, Wotus said, actu-
ally proved to be a “more daunting task” than
the NLCS one, in that it was the first round of
the playoffs.

But, Wotus recalled, after the Giants wound
up in that win-or-go-home deficit, outfielder
Hunter Pence addressed his teammates in the
clubhouse and “ spoke with so much emotion
and from the heart.” Wotus said the message of
the speech was, “He didn’t want to go home;
he loved these guys.” Wotus said he believed
that helped take a lot of the pressure off the

players, and the team went onto win threeina
row.

And so, with that comeback under their belt,
Wotus said when theteam fell behind St. Louis
three games to one, “we had the confidence if
we could bring it back to San Francisco we
could get it done.”

The way the team rallied after Pence deliv-
ered that heartfelt speech is indicative of the
kind of team the 2012 San Francisco Giants
were.

“There's no doubt they were a close-knit
bunch,” Wotus said. “They were very unself-
ish, and they love playing baseball.”

Among that close-knit group was infielder
Marco Scutaro, who wasactually arelativelate-
comer to thebunch. Scutaro cameover inatrade
with the Rockies in late July, to fill in for in-
jured third baseman Pablo Sandoval. He even-
tually moved to second when Sandoval came
back. Scutaro turned out to be an inspired
pickup, hitting .362 for the Giants after they
acquired him midseason, and then .306 in the
playoffs.

“He'sawinning player,” Wotus said, adding
that “With two outs and a runner on second
base, he's the guy you want up.”

Wotus said Scutaro played so well histeam-
mates started calling him “Blockbuster,” which
Wotus acknowledged was aslightly tongue-in-
cheek nickname. Scutaro was hardly the most
high-profile name moved at the trading dead-
line— certainly not along the lines of the acqui-
sitionsthe Giants rivals, the LosAngeles Dodg-
ers, made — yet he arguably had the greatest
impact.

Indeed, a look at the Giants' starting
postseason lineup showed that, asidefrom MV P
candidate Buster Posey, it wasn't filled with
marquee names or premier power bats. Even
third baseman Pablo Sandoval collected only
12 home runs in an injury-shortened season.
Instead, it features guyslike Scutaro, or Pence,
or Angel Pagan, an offseason acquisition who,
Wotus said, “had the best year of his career.”

While starting pitching continued to be this
team’s strength, Wotus said it wasn't quite as

dominant as it was in 2010, so it was this
scrappy bunch of batters — and fielders; “We
played good defense,” Wotus said —that was a
key to the Giants' 2012 success.

“We were able to keep the line moving with
our offense” hesaid. Thelineup “wasn't power-
laden, but we scored runs thisyear.” He added
theteam had “ quality hitters, guysthat can work
awalk, guysthat had patience.”

And these “guys that can keep the line mov-
ing,” asWotusput it, kept right on going through
theWorld Series. Unlike the matchupswith the
Reds and the Cardinals, there were no backs-
against-the-wall situations here, as the Giants
defeated the Tigersin four games.

When San Francisco went to Detroit after
winning thefirst two games of the series, “you
felt good about your position, but you weren’t
going to exhale,” Wotus said. “You don’t ex-
hale until you get that last out.”

Wotus said he “never imagined we would
sweep.” So why did they?

“Weplayed well,” hesaid. “We played pitch-
to-pitch, inning-to-inning, and we played well.
When we play low-scoring games [the Giants
won thelast three games of the seriesby scores
of 2-0, 2-0 and 4-3], we find away to scratch
out runs”

And so, once again, Wotus got to hoist the
World Seriestrophy high, and call himself part
of baseball’s defending champs. It's ajoy he
no doubt looks forward to sharing with his
friends and family back home — although he's
not quite sure when that will be. He said his
mother Jean, who livesin Colchester, is going
to be coming out to visit him for Thanksgiv-
ing. But, he said, “1 definitely look forward to
coming hometo visit.”

Wotus, who played shortstop for Bacon
Academy inthe’ 70s, said he' sheard from alot
of peoplefrom hisdayswith Colchester athlet-
ics, such as his former coach Frank Aloia and
Bacon Athletics legend Dave Shea.

“Those guys have been abig part of my life
growing up,” Wotus said. “It was a great time
inmy life. | couldn’t have had abetter group of

Former Colchester reS|dent Ron
Wotus, now the bench coach for the San
Francisco Giants, hoists the World
Seriestrophy high, after the Giantswon
baseball’sworld championship Sunday.
It wastheteam’s—and Wotus' —second
world championship in three years.

coaches.”

Professionally-speaking, what’'s next for
Wotus? He said managing ateam is something
hewantsto do, “but | think it would have to be
theright situation. What that is, | don’t know.”

What he does know, though, isthat “we have
agreat situation going in San Francisco.” And
with two championshipsin three years, it'd be
tough to argue with him.

Soby Challenges Orange in State Rep. Race

by Melissa Roberto

Residents of Colchester will have their
chance next Tuesday to choose between cur-
rent state Rep. Democrat Linda Orange or Re-
publican Stan Soby of Colchester for the 48th
Assembly District.

This year's election differs from past 48th
District elections because the makeup of the
district will change in January when the new
term begins. Portions of Lebanon, Windham
and Mansfield have been added to the district
and Colchester will remain. However, East
Haddam isno longer included in the 48th Dis-
trict.

Orange hasheld thetitle since 1997 and said
the redistricting has affected her campaign.
“Well, it's hard to say goodbye to the people
[in East Haddam] that I ve represented for many
years,” said Orange, “but I've been able to meet
new people and business owners which I've
greatly enjoyed.”

Soby, afirst-time runner, also seemsto have
enjoyed his visits to towns he is less familiar
with than his own Colchester. Soby has served
on numerous boards and commissions in past
yearsand is currently on the Colchester Board
of Selectmen.

The two candidates agree that the level of
unemployment in Connecticut isamajor prob-
lem that they hope to improve if elected.

“Unfortunately,
Connecticut hasahigh
unemployment rate,”
said Orange.

Soby said hehasmet
discouraged individu-
alswithinthe48th Dis-
trict that are unem-
ployed and have
stopped looking.

Another issue con-
cerning both candi- '
dates is that recent S8 i
graduates have been ~ Linda Orange
unable to find work that matches their degree.

“The only way we can build a stronger
economy is to have an educated workforce,”
said Orange, adding that her goal isto train fu-
ture professionalsaswell asto help businesses
create more jabs.

If re-elected, Orange explained her goal is
to enhance the technical schools in the state.
“There are manufacturing jobs that are not be-
ing filled because people are not trained prop-
erly,” shesaid.

While Soby communicated that he would
aso like to see a change made in the technical
schools and programs, he also added that he
wantsto create morejobsin CT that are“ criti-
cal for families everyday.”

He is interested in finding permanent part
time positions “ of 20 hours aweek or morein
businessesthat may be busier during some parts
of the day.” He believes there may be incen-
tives to grow a business and “to cast a large
nest on opportunities.”

His way of encouraging greater job oppor-
tunities is also by expanding the Subsidized
Training and Employment Program (STEP-
Up), a program administered by the state De-
partment of Labor that is available to employ-
ersof 50 or fewer peoplethat are adding anew
full-time employee. The program reimburses
theemployer over six monthsif they hire some-
body who had been unemployed for six months
or more.

Orange said that as a part of the general as-
sembly she hel ped to create the STEP-Up pro-
gram included in the 2011 jobs bill. She ex-
plained “the first step” of the jobs bill was to
“cut red tape and cut entity tax in half for em-
ployers of small businesses”

She explained that for every new hire, the
employer receives $500 a month, and $900 for
hiring a veteran. She said the STEP-Up cre-
ation increasestax creditsfor new hires. Veter-
ans, she said, have a difficult time finding em-
ployment oncethey return from fightingin Irag
and Afghanistan.

“1t'sagood program,” said Soby, “but | think
it could be more helpful if we were looking at
not just employers of 50 or fewer but 100, or
fewer and that incentive could be increased.”

Soby said another issueraised during hisvis-
its in the district was the level of taxation.
“Peopleare concerned about theimpact of sales
tax increase, buying shoes or gas tax, those
kinds of things,” he said. Soby said the state
saw an “incredibly large” tax increaselast year
and that the state “ really can’t continue operat-
ing that way.”

Orange admitted that Connecticut has seen
a high tax increase but also saw “the largest
spending cut in the state history of Connecti-

cut.” Sheexplained that
she contributed to the
state cutting $700 mil-
lion or 30 percent of
state agencies without
affecting the middle
class. “That’s huge,”
said Orange.

Soby said that there
is deficit this year and
the state “needs to
spend money in ways
that aregoing to be pro-
ductive.” He said if Stan Soby
elected, hewantsto “ bring some balanceto the
legislature and bring different ideas and ap-
proachesto things.”

The Democrat incumbent said she worked
“very hard” for grants for farmland preserva-
tion and open space during her tenure. Orange
said she “worked tirelessly” for her communi-
ties. She said she hel ped push along agrant that
wasin jeopardy for the town of Colchester re-
garding the sewer and water project.

“I listen and | care, and | take everyone's
concerns personally,” she said.

Soby said he felt confident that his past ex-
periences in Colchester have prepared him if
he were to be elected next Tuesday. He said
his stint as the town’s first selectman in 2007
helped him to “hear things directly from citi-
zensin town” and to work with them on solu-
tions while “engaging others including state
officials,” which he said he would continue to
do if he were elected this year as state repre-
sentative.

Colchester residentswill be ableto cast votes
for either Soby or Orange at one of the three
polling places: District 1 is Town Hall, located
at 127 Norwich Ave., Districts 2 and 4 at the
Abundant Life of the Assemblies of God
church, located at 85 Skinner Rd., and District
3 is Bacon Academy, located at 611 Norwich
Ave.




Obituaries

Marlborough
Peter Burdick Chapman

Peter Burdick Chapman, 70, of Marlborough,
beloved husband of Shirley (Johnson) Chapman,
died Wednesday, Oct. 24, at Hartford Hospital.
Hewasbornin Newark, N.J., to thelate David F.
and Janet (Smith) Chapman.

He earned his bachelor of arts Degree from
Norwich University in Northfield, Vt. The good
friends he made at Norwich have stayed with him
throughout the years. He enjoyed planning re-
unions and attended all the Norwich Homecom-
ingsover theyears. After years spent in computer
sales and customer services, he took a “retire-
ment” job as a chauffeur which he enjoyed im-
mensely.

Peter devoted many yearsof serviceto thecom-
munity of Marlborough, serving as Board of Edu-
cation chairman, Boy Scout Troop 39 chairman
and as a longtime member of the Marlborough
Lions Club.

Besideshiswife Shirley, heissurvived by their
children, Deborah Spencer, Jennifer (and Mike)
Dvorak, Gregory (and Nancy) Chapman, Dou-
glas (and Kristin) Chapman; as well as Nelida
Morales, his “adopted” daughter. Grandchildren
include Kyra Spencer, Luke and Jake Dvorak,
Thomas and Christopher Chapman, and Mikael
and Jordan D’ Oleo. He also leaves two brothers,
Jeffrey Chapman of Colorado and David
Chapman of New Jersey.

Funeral arrangements are private at the conve-
nience of the family.

The Spencer Funeral Home hascare of arrange-
ments. To leave online condolences, visit
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
Antonine Soucy

Antonine Cristine
Marie  (Stebenne)
Soucy, 94, of Colches-
ter, widow of the late
Maurice R. Soucy,
passed away Sunday,
Oct. 28. Born Dec. 19,
1917, in Magog, Que-
bec, Canada, she was
thedaughter of Philibert
and Maria (Marcotte)
Stebenne.

On duly 3, 1937, she
wed Maurice R. Soucy
and together they shared 52 years of marriage
before he predeceased her on Oct. 8, 1989.

Mrs. Soucy cameto the USA in January 1967
with her family. They lived on the farm on Old
Hebron Road in Colchester until 1977. Then they
moved to Hartford were Mrs. Soucy worked at
the Sheraton Hotel until June 1985 as a house-
keeper. In July 1985, she started working for Ste.
Anne Church on Park Street in Hartford as sex-
ton and in maintenance with love and pride.

In 1993, she moved back to Colchester to
Dublin Village. She was a member of both the
Ste. Anne and St. Andrew (Colchester) Ladies
Guilds. She enjoyed gardening, laundry, peeling
potatoes and, most of all, her devotion to the ro-
sary to Marie, and praying for her children and
family. “Je vais dire une petite priére pour toi.”

In addition to her husband, sheis predeceased
by her daughter, Annette Fauteux; a son, Marcel
Soucy; and a daughter-in-law, Claudette Soucy.

She leaves five sons, Gaston Soucy and Jean-
Maurice Soucy, both of Colchester, Rene
(Marcelle) Soucy of Port St. Lucie, Fla., Wilfred
(Debhorah) Soucy of Versailles, Ky., Roger Soucy
of Lebanon and a son-in-law, Roma Fauteux of
Lebanon; 12 daughters, Yvonne Soucy of
Sherbrooke, P.Q., Canada, Therese Soucy of
Cookshire, PQ., Canada, Rita Soucy of Granby,
daughter-in-law, Claudette Soucy of Sherbrooke,
Fernande (Rejean) Fauteux of Lebanon, Aline
Soucy of East Hartford, Anne-Marie (Denis)
Ginguesof Berlin N.H., Lise (Leonard) Rushlow
of Torrington, Francine (Larry) Hutchins of
Clifton Park N.Y., Paulette (Jack) Martin of
Wilmington, Mass., Noélla (Daniel) Daigle and
Héléne (Alvin) William, all of Colchester and
Danielle (Eric) Hutchins of Moodus; her brother,
Philip Noél et Jeannine Stebenne of 1sland Pond,
Vt.; her sister, Marguerite Rivard of Sawyerville,
P.Q., Canada; her 53 loving grandchildren; 100
great-grandchildren; 16 great-great-grandchil-
dren; and her friend, Janet Yuris of Colchester.
Pray with faith and love always.

Friends and family called Thursday, Nov. 1, at
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old
Hartford Rd., Colchester. The funeral liturgy will
be celebrated at 9 am. today, Nov. 2, directly at
St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Colches-
ter. Burial will follow in Mt. St. Benedict Cem-
etery, Bloomfield.

Donations in her memory may be made to St.
Andrew Church, the Colchester Senior Center, 95
Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 or the char-
ity of one’s choice.

-

Hebron
Guy Nicolo

Guy Nicolo, 61, of South Windsor and for-
merly of Hebron, beloved husband of Tracy
(Dugay) Nicolo, passed away Friday, Oct. 26, at
the St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center in
Hartford, surrounded by his loving family. Born
Gaeton Nicolo on Sept. 8, 1951 in Hartford, he
was a son of Frank and Joyce Lorraine (Valen-
tine) Nicolo.

In addition to hisloving wife of 30 years, heis
survived by four children, Michael, Shawn,
Beverly Nicolo Stroh and Jessi Clark; six grand-
children, Matthew, Anthony and LilyannaNicolo,
Evie Stroh and Jacob and Emma Clark; a sister,
Joyce Peirolo; and numerous extended family
members and friends.

Guy was agraduate of RHAM High School in
Hebron with the Class of 1969. He had worked
as a carpenter in the area for many years, but his
passion had always been music. Asabass player,
singer, song writer, Guy loved to entertain and
did so from his early teens until recently, in nu-
merous bands at countless venues around the state.
Hewas afriend to all who met him, and he made
a point of meeting as many people as he could.
His love and loyalty to family and friends was
unmistakable and will be missed by all.

Friends may call Saturday, Nov. 3, from 10
a.m.-noon, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A chapel
service celebrating hislife will be observed at 11
am. Buria will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be madeto theYale-NH Pediatric Oncology
and Hematology Services Fund, c/o the Office of
Development, PO. Box 1849, New Haven, CT
06508.

East Hampton
Dae Gustafson

Dale Elise Gustafson, 69, of East Hampton,
died suddenly Wednesday, Oct. 24, at Marlbor-
ough Medical Center. She was born July 4, 1943
in New Haven; she lived most of her life in East
Hampton.

Sheis survived by her loving daughter, Karen
MacDonald and her husband Doug of East Hamp-
ton; her sons, Jeff of East Hampton and Bill of
New Hampshire, and a specia daughter-in-law,
Christine Webster and her husband John of Nor-
wich; as well as seven grandchildren, Glen Jr.,
Charlotte, Jim, Britany, Brian, Jesse, Layla, and
seven great-grandchildren, William, Paris, Glen
I11, Lydia, Joey, Christine, Isabella Elise. Sheis
also survived by her sister, Judith Hilsdon of East
Hampton.

She was predeceased by her son, Glen
Gustafson.

A private memorial service will be planned.

Hebron
Louis Edmund Trepp Jr.

Louis Edmund Trepp Jr., 74, of Windham, for-
merly of Hebron, passed away Friday, Oct. 26, at
home after a short illness. Born Aug. 8, 1938, in
Glastonbury, he was the son of the late Louis
Edmund Trepp Sr. of Glastonbury and Anna
Holden Killam Trepp Sr. of South Glastonbury.

Louis moved to Hebron where he had a farm
on Buck Road called Hi Yonder Farm and has
since moved and resided in North Windham.

Besides his life partner Karen Light of North
Windham, he is survived by his daughter
Kimberlyann Trepp Mawdsley and her husband
Brian Mawdsley Sr. of Andover, son Robert C.
Trepp of Florida, nine grandchildren who were
the lights of his life, Christopher, Brian, Tyler,
Josh, Colby, Zachary, Mykenzie, Carson, Zachary
and Ashley.

At the request of Louis, his body was donated
to UConn School of Medical Research. The fam-
ily will hold a memorial to celebrate his life at
L ebanon Fair Groundsin L ebanon Saturday, Nov.
3, from 2-4 p.m. Please bring your favorite
memory of Louis to share with all.

At the request of the family, in lieu of flowers
donations can be mailed to The Savings Institute,
c/o Louis Trepp, 803 Main St., Willimantic, CT
06226, where the family will donateto The Hart-
ford County 4H and to the Future Farmers of
Americain form of ascholarship in his name.

Colchester
Frances M. Skut

Frances M. Skut, 90, wife of the late Anthony
Skut of Colchester, passed away on Saturday, Oct.
27,in Colchester with her family by her side. She
was born Sept. 5, 1922, in Chester, Pa., daughter
of thelate Apolinary and Mary Guiveys Ciekawy.
Frances was a loving mother, grandmother and a
friend to many who will sadly miss her.

Surviving are her son Anthony and wife Ruth
Ann Skut; four daughters Susan Brown, Lorraine
and husband Paul Westermeyer, Mary Jean and
husband Douglas Miller and Karen Skut, plus a
dear friend William Sukach; three brothers,
Charles, Stanley and Steven Ciekawy; six grand-
children, Nicole, Jeffrey, Erin, Brian, Ryan and
Jared; three great-grandchildren, Matthew, Collin
and Conor; several nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her sister.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held today,
Nov. 2, a 11 am., at St Andrew’s Catholic Church,
Norwich. Avenue, Colchester. Burial will be pri-
vate. Visitation washeld at the Bel mont/Sabrowski
Funeral Home, 144 South Main St., Colchester,
on Thursday evening, Nov. 1.

Andover
Gabriel Dominick Ruta

Gabriel Dominick Rutawent safely home Fri-
day, Oct. 26, after alife with so many wonderful
memories. Born on March 20, 1933 in White
Plains, N.Y., a son of the late Pasquale “Patsy”
and Jennie (Carlucci) Ruta, herecently resided in
the Andover area.

Gabe was a graduate of White Plains High
School, Class of 1952. He proudly served his
country during the Korean War, alongside Fr.
Mark Mages, Chaplin in the U.S. Air Force. He
briefly attended Harvard Divinity School and State
University Teachers College (SUNY'), Geneseo,
N.Y. In the early 1950s, Gabe worked for the
American Felt Company in Glenville. He mar-
ried Eleanor Mary Ferris on May 11, 1957 and
had three daughters and resided in Rye, N.Y., for
over 30 years. They moved to Danbury after he
retired from the White Plains, N.Y., Post Office
where he was the personnel director.

He was considered a gentleman among gentle-
men and had a wonderful sense of humor. He
considered himself awealthy man because of his
three daughters. Gabe enjoyed good food, wine,
music, reading, and the pleasure of your company.
Heal so adored histhree grandchildren who called
him “Poppy.”

In 2004, Gabe's beloved wife, Eleanor, passed
away after 47 years of marriage.

Gabe is survived by his daughters, Sally Ann
Ruta of Prospect, Therese “ Terry” Landerfin and
her husband, Joseph, of Coventry, with whom he
made hishome, Alexandria“Allie” Sandlock and
her husband, Damon, of Cos Cob. He also leaves
his special grandchildren, Joseph and Kyle
Sandlock, and Shannon Landerfin; a brother,
LouisRutaof Lake George, N.Y.; asister, Cecelia
Salvati of White Plains, N.Y.; several nephews,
nieces and their families; and many dear friends.

Funeral serviceswere Saturday, Nov. 3, at 8:30
am. from the D’ESOPO-East Hartford Memo-
rial Chapel, 30 Carter Street, East Hartford, with
aMassof Christian Burial celebrated at 9:30 am.
at St. Bridget Church, 80 Main Street, Manches-
ter, CT. Graveside services will be at 12:15 p.m.
at St. Peter's Cemetery, (Section 23), 71 Lake
Avenue Extension, Danbury. Relativesand friends
may call at the funeral home chapel today, Nov.
2, from 4-7 p.m.

Gabe's family would like to extend their sin-
cere gratitude and appreciation to the entire staff
of theAMBU Unit at Manchester Memorial Hos-
pital for their professionalism, kindness, and care
given to Gabe. Memorial contributions in
Gabriel’s name may be madeto theVITAS Inno-
vative Hospice Care, 628 Hebron Avenue, Suite
300, Glastonbury, CT 06033 or that you please
make a blood donation in his memory to your
local blood bank or the Red Cross.

For any online expressions of sympathy to the
family, visit desopo.com.

Hebron
Elaine (MacDonald) Rossi

Elaine (MacDonald) Rossi, 84, of Granby, be-
loved wifefor 51 yearsof thelate Ernest P. Rossi,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, Oct. 30, sur-
rounded by her family at her home. Bornin Hart-
ford Jan. 14, 1928, daughter of the late Arthur
Daniel and Mary (Gray) MacDonald, she grew
upinHebron, Hartford and Granby, and had lived
throughout the United States and Canada before
moving back to Granby with her husband in 1975.

Elaine was employed at Mt. Sinai Hospital in
Hartford for many yearsand after her retirement,
she worked part time as a home health aide for
families in the Farmington Valley. Elaine loved
traveling throughout the world with her husband,
and she especially looked forward to the many
cruises they took throughout the Caribbean. She
also enjoyed reading, cooking and entertaining
family and friends at her home.

Sheleavesastepson, David Rossi and hiswife
Ali of Boynton Beach, Fla.; her close friends,
caregiver Nancy Rice and her husband Brent of
Granby, TheresaRossi and Dick Huot of Bridge-
port, and many other friends and relatives too
numerous to mention. Besides her husband, she
was predeceased by her daughter, Dawn E.
Batayte-Rossi.

A funeral service will be held Monday, Nov.
5, a 11 am., a St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 30
Church St., Hebron. Buria will follow in St.
Peter’s Cemetery, Hebron. Her family will recelve
friends on Sunday, Nov. 4, from 5-7 p.m., at the
Hayes-Huling & Carmon Funeral Home, 364
Salmon Brook St., Granby.

For online condolences, visit carmonfuneral
home.com.

Colchester
Dr. Bhagat Prasad Mathur

Dr. Bhagat Prasad Mathur, 85, of Colchester,
died peacefully at home Tuesday, Oct. 30. Hewas
born in Dholpur, India, on March 21, 1927, to
the late Satguru Prasad and Saran (Kumari)
Mathur.

On Jan. 18, 1956, he married his beloved wife,
Swarup LataMathur, inAllahbad, India. She sur-
vives him. Dr. Mathur received his MBBS de-
gree from Jaipur, India and worked for several
years in India before emigrating to the U.S. in
1969. He began his U.S. career at Wyckoff
Heights Medical Center in Brooklyn, N.Y., and
later joined Maimonides Hospital to complete his
fellowshipinoncology. In 1977, hejoined Uncas
On Thames hospital in Norwich retiring in 1993
as director of the hospital after 16 years. He was
aguest lecturer and adjunct faculty at Yale School
of Medicine.

In addition to hiswife, hisfamily includes his
daughter Sujata and her husband Victor D.
Rodriguez; brothers (late) Daya P. Mathur and
wife (late) Sarveshwari, Anami P. Mathur and
wife Prabha, Soami P. Mathur and wife Shashi,
(late) Guru P. Mathur and wife Anju, Satham P,
Mathur and late wife Rajani; sisters (late) Darshan
and husband (late) Vijendra B. Mathur, Priti
Kumar and her husband Raj, Hem Mathur and
her husband Hari; grandchildren: Maya Victoria
Rodriguez, Victor Jaylen Rodriguez, Marlena
Dolores Rodriguez; and many nieces, nephews,
cousins, grandchildren all around the world.

Calling hours were held Thursday, Nov. 1, at
Church & Allen Funeral Home, 136 Sachem $t.,
Norwich. Services and cremation will be private
for immediate family at their convenience.

In lieu of flowers, memoria donations in Dr.
Mathur’sname may be madeto Eastern Connecti-
cut Hematology and Oncology, 330 Washington
St., Norwich, CT.

Toleave an online condolence, visit churchand
allen.com.



