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Bearsfor Cancer Patients...The “ Bear Ladlad’ of the Portland Senior Center
made itsfirst of the year Sojourn Bears delivery to the Helen and Harry Gray
Cancer Center in Hartford. Acting as chaperones for the 70-plus bears were
Fran Schoell, Nella Bartalotta, Marian Kolias (row one); Irene Negrelli, Myra
Finklestein, Phyllis Clark (row two) and Joan Strom, Carolyn St. Paul, Joyce
Gould (row three). The Sojourn Bears and Ladies were chauffeured from
Portland to Hartford by David Finklestein. The Portland Senior Center maintains
a supply for Portland residents; if anyone knows of a cancer patient who would
appreciatereceiving abear made by the Sojourn Bear L adies, call 860-342-6760.

Marlborough Budget
Passes Easlly, Quietly

by Melissa Roberto

Controversy did not strike twice at
Marlborough’s town meeting Monday on the
budget for the upcoming 2013-14 fiscal year.
Taxpayers, by a 123-25 vote and without any
debate, approved the $21.61 million spending
package put forth by the Board of Finance
Monday night.

Take two — following the first budget town
meeting on May 13 — started out like the last,
with voters electing First Selectwoman Cathi
Gaudinski as moderator, who highlighted the
new proposal to the crowd. The environment
seemed calm and votersremained hush thistime
around, that isuntil the voteswere counted, and
then amajority of the nearly 150 taxpayersthat
filled the Marlborough Elementary School caf-
eteria burst into applause, as the results con-
firmed &l three votes — on the town budget,
capital itemsand closed projects—for the next
fiscal year had ultimately been approved and
supported by almost everyone in the room.

The meeting followed the controversial May
13 town meeting, where finance member Beth
Petroni pitched her own budget to voters just
minutes before they were supposed to vote on
theoriginal $21.67 million budget that had pre-
viously been approved by the Board of Finance.
By a dlim margin of 61-56, Petroni’s $21.45
million budget — that reduced the town opera-
tions by $215,093 — passed, but not without

residents throwing their arms up in fury and
referring to Petroni’s last-minute actions as a
“stunt” and a showing of “disrespect.”

The June 3 meeting was scheduled back on
May 16 at aBoard of Finance special meeting,
when Gaudinski announced that thetown’sle-
gal counsel deemed Petroni’sbudget invalid for
including increases, which by town charter, are
not permissibleif proposed at atown meeting.
That same night, Petroni’s budget was nixed
and thefinance board, with Petroni, crafted the
third —and now approved - $21.61 million bud-
get, which is a readjustment of the origina
$21.67 million proposal.

The spending package approved Monday is
adecrease of nearly $55,000 from the original
budget and an increase of nearly $160,000 from
Petroni’s budget.

It also represents a .28 percent increase in
spending overall from the current year, but a
decreasein taxesof .86 percent. Themill rate—
which was set by the Board of Finance imme-
diately following the town meeting Monday
night —will be 30.76 for the 2013-14 fiscal year,
meaning a property owner with assets valued
at $200,000 would be charged $6,152 in taxes
—adrop of $54 from the $6,206 they're charged
under the current 31.03 mill rate.

On Monday, Gaudinski briefly highlighted

See Mar|borough Budget Page 2

Voters Pass EHHS Renovation Project

by Elizabeth Bowling

Taxpayers approved the $51.7 million East
Hampton High School renovation project Tues-
day with afina tally of 1,536 votes for and
1,258 votes against.

When the results were announced in the
EHHS gymnasium Tuesday night, thosein sup-
port of the approval eruptedin celebration, like
they had just counted down to midnight on New
Year'sEve.

Board of Education Chairman Mark Laraia
said, “It’s time this town moved forward and
it'smoving forward now.”

Laraiacalled thevoter turnout “ unbelievable’
and added he was excited at the possibility of
East Hampton turning over anew leaf, as both
this project and the town budget last month
passed on their first trips before the voters.

Town Council Chairwoman Sue Weintraub
said, “I’m thrilled that the community turned
out and voted for what we needed. | was antici-
pating awin. ... It's great for our community
on so many levels”

The push to renovate the high school
stemmed from a 2007 report from the New
England Association of School and Colleges,
or NEASC, which puts schools through an ac-
creditation process over a 10-year period.

Voters approved “Concept 5, which ad-
dresses the improvements emphasized in the
NEASC report. Thoseimprovementsarein the
areas of science and technology to make for a
more effective learning environment for the
school’s students. The report also noted safety
concerns regarding inoperable windows, out-
dated infrastructure and ventilation issues
throughout the building.

With the project approved, the next step is
for the High School Building Committee to
apply for a state grant by June 28 in order to
receive reimbursement from the state for 52.5
percent of the project.

Upon receiving the grant application, the
statewill have oneyear to review the grant and
ultimately accept or reject it, Weintraub said.

In that 12-month period, the team, which
consists of Downes Construction, the building
committee, SLAM of Glastonbury and Capital
Region Education Council (CREC), will con-
tinueto design and engineer the project, accord-
ing to Cindy Abraham, a member of the High
School Building Committee.

According to the design team and construc-
tion manager Downes Construction, the total
cost of the project is $51.7 million but under a

See Renovation Page 2

The'yes sgnsrelgnedwpremeTueeday, asEast Hampton taxpayer svoted 1,536-

-I

1,258 to renovate East Hampton High School.



Cover Story 1 Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cov

Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cov

Marlborough Budget cont. from Front Page
thereductionsthat |owered the new budget from
the original by nearly $55,000 —all reductions
found in the town operations spending package.
The town operations budget was |lowered from
the initial $4,491,748 to $4,437,315 due to a
$20,000 cut to both the snow removal and legal
fees accounts, as well as a $4,888 decrease in
the drivers for the Senior Van account, $3,925
cut to election supplies, and minor reductions
to salary board clerks, advertising and legal
notices, personal mileage reimbursement, the
Landuse Department, the Resident Trooper
grant, and Board of Finance account.

The budget vote also passed the remaining
figures that make up the town’s overall spend-
ing package: the RHAM budget at $7,312,439;
the local Board of Education budget at
$7,181,605; $20,000 for contingency, as well
as debt at $2,659,873.

Then, by a vote of 128-21, the bottom line
total of $350,500 for capital itemswas approved
—another large gap separating taxpayersfor and
against thefigure. The capital purchasesfor the
2013-14 fiscal year include $35,000 to replace
the Richmond Memorial Library roof; $40,000
for the 2015-16 reval uation; $45,000 for thefu-
ture capital expenditure reserve, $55,500 for a
Town Hall generator; and $175,000 for a Pub-
lic Works seven-yard dump truck that will be
used to plow roads.

Theaforementioned capital itemswill be paid
for through cash for the upcoming fiscal year —
a method that town officials have announced
over the last month will save the town money
instead of bonding items.

In her presentation Monday night, Gaudinski
explained why there was a request of $45,000
to go towards the future capital expenditurere-
serve. The first selectwoman stated that the
Board of Selectmen isnot able to spend money
from the reserve at their discretion — an argu-
ment Petroni originally made at theMay 13 town
meeting.

Instead, Gaudinski said capital itemswill still
follow the current proceduresin place of going
to the Board of Finance for approval. Also, she

by Geeta Schrayter

The adventure started a bit early for some
RHAM High School seniors on their trip to
Lake Compounce last Friday, May 31, as the
bus they were taking to Lake Compounce
caught fire.

After thebusleft Interstate 84 in Southington
on its way to the Bristol amusement park, Su-
perintendent of Schools Bob Siminski said a
motorist motioned to the driver that there was
smoke coming from the hood of the bus.

“The driver pulled over to the side of the
road, al the kids got off and the firemen came,
the medics came and thefirewas obviously put
out,” he said.

According to the incident report from the
Southington Fire Department, the call on the
bus fire came in at 10 am. and crews arrived
five minutes later. The bus driver said smoke
started from the engine compartment and she
pulled over and evacuated the bus, which, in
addition to thedriver, contained 41 studentsand
three chaperones.

“Passersby and others used multiple dry
chemical extinguishers and one partly opened
the hood of the bus to gain access burning his
fingers in the process,” the report stated. The
fire department then used an extinguisher and
tank water to put out the rest of the fire. Ac-
cording to the report, atrail of diesel fuel and
an oil spill was noticed leading up to the bus,
which was consequently reported to the state
Department of Energy and Environmental Pro-
tection and sanded by the state Department of
Transportation.

High school principal Scott Leslie and as-
sistant principal Tom Mueller were accompa-
nying students on the outing and | eft school not

said the request “does not increase taxes and
does not increase debt level .

Lastly, 139 voters supported and only 10
voted against returning leftover money from
closed out projectsback to the capital and non-
recurring fund. The total that will go back to
the fund is $15,130.44, which includes
$11,338.31 for the Public Works dump trucks;
$1,920.31 for the Public Works Ford 4 x 4; and
$1,871.82 for the Public Works lavn mower.

After al was said and done, many residents
left the room relieved, and one resident was
even heard saying, “ The drama’s over!”

On Tuesday, Gaudinski said shefelt a“sense
of relief” now that the town has a budget in
place for the upcoming fiscal year.

“1 was pleased the town came together and
overwhelmingly supported the recommended
budget by the Board of Finance and Board of
Selectmen.”

Shealso seemed pleased that the turnout was
greater than the first town meeting.

“It was agood night last night,” Gaudinski
said.

While the budget is now set in place for
2013-14, finance member Beth Petroni said
she'sstill weary of thelegal opinion Gaudinski
received that rendered her budget null and void
—an opinion that Gaudinski announced but had
not submitted to the finance board in writing.

“| still believe that there are legal issues,”
said Petroni, “ but that’snot my fight. My fight
was making sure the taxpayers get the most
value for their money.”

Petroni added that she’sjust happy thetown
operations budget has been reduced — not as
large of acut as her proposal had, she pointed
out, but at least the $55,000 cut isa“ good start,”
she said.

Board of Finance Chairwoman Evelyn
Godbout said Tuesday that she, too, was
“pleased” that the budget ultimately passed.

The three bottom line totals that were ap-
proved will go into effect at the start of the
2013-14 fiscal year on July 1.

long after the buses. Asaresult, they arrived at
the scene five to 10 minutes after the incident
occurred. When he got there, Leslie explained,
students were already off the bus, the fire had
been put out and police had separated students
into those that were 18 years old and those that
were younger.

Both Leslie and Siminski explained while
the medics found no one was injured, anyone
under 18 needed a parent or school official to
sign off saying they didn’'t need to go to the
hospital.

“There's a lot of protocols that need to be
followed here,” said Siminski.

“Each of thekids called home on their own,
then we worked with the emergency medical
personnel and they confirmed there were no
injuries, and no concerns about any injuries
from the accident,” Leslie added.

According to thereport, Lesliealsosigned a
blanket medical refusal for all students under
18.

After that process was completed, one of the
buses that had already dropped students off at
the park returned to bring the stranded busload
to their destination.

Back at the school, Leslie said staff then
called each parent to confirm everything was
fine.

“Everything wasgood” after that, said Ledlie,
and students were then able to experience ad-
venture on their senior trip the preferred way:
by riding the roller coasters at Lake Com-
pounce.

The school’sbus company, First Student, did
not return calls to comment for this story asto
what may have caused the fire.

Renovation cont. from Front Page
“renovate-as-new” project, the state will reim-
burse the town 52.5 percent, leaving the town
to cover the remaining $28.3 million.

Because the project passed the vote, thetown
isnow expected to bond over 20 years, starting
in 2018. Taxpayers will see an approximately
$300 increase in annual taxesto go toward the
renovation.

Weintraub noted the shameful, falserumors”
that spread through town in the days|eading up
tothereferendum. She said misinformation, like
that taxes would increase by $500 per person
annually, was written in to “ L etters to the Edi-
tor” at the Rivereast News Bulletin and spread
oraly.

Luckily, Weintraub said, social media out-
letslike Facebook helped to quickly correct the
misinformation and squash the rumors.

Another concern among some East Hamp-
ton residents was Superintendent of Schools
Mark Winzler's use of the East Hampton
Schools Emergency Alert System to remind
East Hampton parents, but no other residents,
about the referendum vote viaavoice-recorded
phonecall.

The recording did not attempt to influence
votersoneway or the other, but becauseit only
targeted acertain demographic, onewith aprob-
ablevested interest in the approval of therefer-
endum, some residents took issue.

One concerned citizen, George Gallo, filed a
State Elections Enforcement Commission
(SEEC) complaint against Winzler before the
final votewastallied, he said. The alert system
isatelephone system paid for by the taxpayers
of East Hampton, Gallo said in his complaint.

“1 contend this robo-call isanillegal use of

RHAM Senior Trip Startswith BusFire

i il S
On the way to their senior outing at Lake Compounce last Friday, around 70

taxpayer funds because of the dissemination of
this targeted Get-Out-the-Vote Message to a
select few,” Gallo said in an emall. “If thiscall
isdone, it should be donefor everyone, not just
atargeted, select few like the parents of schools
who have an obvious special interest to seethis
referendum pass.”

In responseto al the controversy surround-
ing therenovation project, Abraham said, “ Con-
troversy can create great things.”

East Hampton resident Vernon Lanou said
he voted ‘no’ because he thinks the project is
too expensive.

“It'san overbid on thejob,” theretiree said.
“They could have just done what’s necessary.”

But EHHS Principal John Fidler disagrees.
“We'renot trying to build aTaj Mahal,” hesaid.

Rather, Fidler said, he wants his studentsto
have the quality education that studentsin East
Hampton deserve. He noted the importance of
something as simple asthe benefits of learning
in aroom that is a comfortable temperature, a
luxury that EHHS students don’t currently en-
joy.
Voterslike Russell Oakesand Jennifer Flood
agree with Fidler and voted ‘yes!

Oakes said other schools, like RHAM,
Tolland and Moodus, offer more to their stu-
dents than East Hampton does.

“East Hampton [students] should have the
same opportunities as other kids,” Oakes said.

Flood, a mother of two children enrolled in
the East Hampton public school system, said,
“My mother went to this school and it hasn’t
changed since. East Hampton needs a change,
agood one, for our kids.”

RHAM seniors had a dight delay when the bus they were riding caught fire a few

miles from the amusement park.



Hebron Resident Hospitalized After Bicycle Crash

by Geeta Schrayter

Hebron resident Ross Dapsis, owner of the
local business Something Simple Café, is cur-
rently in critical condition at Hartford Hospital
after sustaining injuriesin abicycle crash over
the weekend.

Fire Chief Frederick L. Speno, who wasin
charge at the scene, said a report came in at
3:37 p.m. Saturday, June 1, of an unconscious
person on the side of Old Andover Road.

“He was on the side of the road,” Speno
stated. “We don’'t know what he hit or how the
accident happened.”

Speno said LifeStar wasimmediately called
in because Dapsiswas unconscious, apparently
dueto abicycle accident.

Deputy Fire Chief Nick Wallick was in
charge of the landing zone for LifeStar and
Speno explained Dapsiswas transported to the
landing zone within five or six minutes and the
helicopter had him to Hartford Hospital in half
an hour.

“Half the time of the ‘golden hour’” Speno
said, which the Merriam-Webster dictionary
defines as “the hour immediately following
traumatic injury in which medical treatment to
prevent irreversible internal damage and opti-
mize the chance of survival is most effective”

Speno added one of the first technicians on
the scene is a full-time paramedic, so Dapsis
“got very good care very quickly.”

On Wednesday, Speno said Dapsis was still
in critical condition, but the hopeishe'll soon
recover.

“It'sanicefamily,” he said of the Dapsises,
which includes Ross's wife Jessica and their
children Tristin and Evan. “It's a tragic thing
sowe'reall just hoping and praying that every-
thing turns out well.”

Town Manager Andy Tierney added onto
that.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with him and
hisfamily at thistime,” he said.

Tierney explained he found out over the
weekend a local businessman had been in a
serious bicycle accident and was taken by
LifeStar to the hospital. He said he'd met the
family several times, and helped them through
the process of opening their café, which made
its debut last October.

“He'sbeen abig part of the community, hav-
ing acafé right in the center of town,” he said.

(Dueto what happened, the café was closed
Monday, but opened again the next day.)

“If there's anything that we [the town] can
dowe'reherefor them,” said Tierney, and he's
not the only one in the community with those
sentiments.

Inaletter sent out by “ Friends of the Dapsis
Family” and forwarded by members of the
Hebron school system—where Tristin and Evan
are students — the seriousness of the situation
and how to help the family was shared.

“The Dapsisfamily iscurrently facing avery
challenging time,” read the letter. While the
family is “truly touched” by the love and sup-
port of the Hebron community, residents were
asked to respect thefamily’s privacy during this
physically- and emotionally-overwhelming
time.

In addition, Jessica Dapsis' wish to be the
sole person who relaysinformation to the chil-
dren about their father’'s condition was ex-
pressed.

“Sheisalsotryingto create some‘ normalcy’
for [thekids] with regular activitiesand schoal,”
the letter furthered, asking that the children be
allowed to “go about their normal routine, en-
joy their typical childhood distractionsand the
task of just being kids.”

While the family has plenty of meals and
“the children and petsare being lovingly cared
for by family,” the letter explained a fund had
been set up asaway to help.

“Both Ross, Jessica and the entire Dapsis
family work [at their café] tirelessly and have

Resident Ross Dapsis (right), co-owner of Something Simple Café, iscurrently in

critical condition after a bike accident over the weekend. Heis shown herewith his
wife Jessica, daughter Tristin, son Evan and his mother Kathy, shortly after the

opening of the café last year.

put their heart and soul into this family busi-
ness. The little café on our Main Street is en-
joyed by many and has added so much to our
community,” read the letter. “We felt strongly
however, that no one should haveto worry about
paying the bills or business while facing this
traumaand the greatest gift we could givethem
was peace of mind and the ability for Jessicato
focus on her children and Ross.”

Theletter furthered contributionsto the fam-

ily would be “the greatest support at this point
intime,” and added that “when the time is ap-
propriate the family will provide an update.”
At present, however, they’re unable to answer
questions, the letter said.

Donationsfor the Dapsisfamily can betaken
directly to the Savings I nstitute Bank and Trust
in Hebron at 115 Main St., or mailed there to
the attention of Valerie Short. Checks should
be made payableto the“ Dapsis Family Fund.”

Puppy Takes Top Spot in Hebron

by Geeta Schrayter

A golden retriever puppy is definitely start-
ing life out on the right paw. Along with being
smart and sassy, 14-week-old Graciewill soon
start puppy kindergarten, and last week, she
learned she' d been named the Top Dog intown.

Each year, the town clerk’s office putson a
Top Dog competition as away to remind resi-
dentsit’s time to renew their dog licenses. As
the winner, Gracie will get to wear the number
one dog tag — at no cost to her family —for the
upcoming fiscal year.

Residents who wanted their four-legged
friends to participate submitted photos to the
Town Clerk’s office throughout April and part
of May. Then, during thelast two weeksof May,
votes were cast at the Russell Mercier Senior
Center.

Town Clerk CarlaPomprowicz explained the
success of each dog often depends upon how
hard their families campaign.

“1f someone had adog submitted they could
tell their neighborsand friendsto vote,” shesaid,
“and some people obviously campaigned very
hard.”

Pomprowicz added along with reminding
residents about dog licenses, the competition
also gave people the opportunity to check out

the senior center.

“One owner said he'd never visited the se-
nior center and hewas so pleased with the beau-
tiful facilities and how well maintained it is,”
she said. “So it’s another way to get people to
these facilities they may not go to otherwise.”

And as far as the winning pooch,
Pomprowicz was all praise.

“The dog is adorable,” she said. “When
people looked at the picture they just smiled.
Thedog isjust so cute”

Owner Andrea Boardman, who's lived in
town with her husband Bob since 1999, agreed.

“She's just so darn cute,” she said, adding
her dog was a so intelligent.

“Gracie cameto usat seven weeksold house-
broken because she's just so smart,” she ex-
plained. But that intelligence comeswith aside
of mischief.

“We keep her in the kitchen [when we're
out]” Boardman said. “ She did break out one
night and did get into some mischief. Shewent
upstairsin abathroom and pulled down my flat
iron and a towel, pulled apart the back of the
bath mat then went into the bedroom, pulled
my husband's sweatpants off the dresser and
fell asleep on them.”

Boardman said she didn’t know how Gracie

got out, noting her husband had closed off the
kitchen with wooden gates he'd made.

“She’s extremely intelligent,” Boardman
said. “That’s obvious”

Greacie isthe third golden retriever to make
her home with Boardman and her husband.
Boardman said “ wejust cameto thetimewhere
we wanted another” —a decision that made her
nieces happy aswell.

Boardman explained her niecesAmeliaand
Carolinehel p out with the puppy and even came
up with the name. Boardman said the girls
brainstormed anumber of namesto choosefrom
and Gracie“just felt right.” In addition, thetwo
decorated a“welcome box” for the puppy that
Gracie now usesto sleep in.

But just because Gracie is Top Dog doesn’t
mean she getsto livealife of total leisure, nap-
ping the day away in her box; her puppy kin-
dergarten classes, whereshe'll learn basic train-
ing and obedience, are sure to keep her busy.

And while she's learning canine etiquette —
and in a scene reminiscent of the classic film
Lady and the Tramp when areadogs“ ooh” and
“ahh” over Lady’s gleaming new dog tag —
Graci€'s classmates are sure to notice her own
tag, which proudly shows she’s number onein
Hebron.

5.--:’!:'

Gracie, a14-week-old golden retriever
puppy, wasrecently named the Top Dog
in Hebron and awar ded the number one
dog tag for fiscal year 2013-14.



by Melissa Roberto

Onedog in town has areason to wag histail
all year long.

Duffy, afour-year-old West Highland White
Terrier, now proudly wears a shiny, new dog
license with an engraved “No. 1" around his
neck to signify hiswinning title of Colchester’'s
Top Dog.

Owners Barbara and Edward Caffegan sub-
mitted a picture of their friendly pooch last
month, which wasfeatured on thetown website
alongside 26 others. Thanks to awhopping 48
votes, out of atotal of 139 that were cast, Duffy
took home the title along with a free license
renewal for the2013-14 year. Runner-up Sophie
—apuppy whose information has not yet been
filed in the town clerk’s office — a so received
much support from the public, with a total of
29 votes.

The top dog contest has been held in
Colchester for the last 22 years during the last
two weeks of May, right in time for the month
of June, which is dog licensing month.

This year’s voting was open to the public
from May 15-29, giving anyone in or outside
of town achanceto view picturesof thisyear's
canine contestants online and cast a vote for
which pet they fancied the most.

The 139 votes that were cast this year sur-
passed |ast year'stotal number of votesby 28 —
a“wonderful” turnout, Town Clerk Nancy Bray
said.

On Friday, May 31, Bray contacted the
Caffegans, who admitted they were quite sur-
prised yet “very excited” that Duffy won. The
couple said Duffy’s high number of votes prob-
ably camefrom the many family membersthey

recruited — but they suspected his recently-
groomed fluffy white coat may have persuaded
other votersthisyear.

“We entered our other dogs in the past but
they just never came out to be number one,”
Barbara Caffegan recalled. “It just happened
that way thisyear.”

Duffy is the third “Westie” and fourth dog
the Caffegans have owned. The only dog the
couplecurrently has, they say Duffy camefrom
a breeder in Rhode Island, and was brought
home four years ago not long after their previ-
ousWestie, Corrie, passed away. Before Corrie,
the couple owned another Westie named
Christie, and before her, ablack poodle named
Midnight.

“We weren't sure if we wanted another dog
after welost Corrie,” Barbaraexplained, while
adding that after giving the idea some thought
they decided to go through withiit. “We' ve just
been very happy that we did it. We've enjoyed
every moment with him.”

Westies are native to Scotland, Edward ex-
plained, which prompted the coupleto research
namesonline. Edward said Duffy seemed to be
afitting name for their furry Scottish male.

On any given day, Duffy is a spunky and
energetic dog that is often seen carrying around
his favorite stuffed animal, a bat (the animal,
not the piece of baseball equipment, Barbara
pointed out), or is energetically playing in his
backyard.

Duffy aso enjoys watching television “in
order to find acommercial with adog or a cat
init,” Barbarasaid, and when hedoes, he starts
barking excitedly.

But just as Duffy enjoys his Colchester

home, his owners are quite happy having him
around as well.

“He does bring alot of joy to us, that’s for
sure” Barbarasaid. “He' svery loving and cud-
dly and just agreat little dog.”

Edward took Duffy’s winning picture on a
sunny day in April while the 19-pound pup sat
atop alargerock in their backyard. Though the
couple said they believed the picture to be a
good one, they admitted they entered just for
fun.

“In our hearts Duffy is number one, so we
just thought we' d giveit ashot,” Barbaraadded.

And after taking the Top Dog crown—which
also saved his owners from paying the $8 li-
censing fee for neutered male dogs — the
Caffegans gave Duffy a reward he no doubt
loved — extradoggy treats.

“We probably gave him afew more than we
should have,” Edward said on Monday with a
chuckle. “Wefelt hewasdeserving of it. It was
okay to spoil him for the day.”

Juneisdog licensing month so if you own a
dogintown, stop into thetown clerk’sofficeto
purchase alicense. If you prefer to license by
mail, include a stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope, proper documentation, and acheck made
payableto “Town of Colchester.” A rabies cer-
tificate aswell asvalidation of being spayed or
neutered isrequired at thetime of initial licens-
ing. If you are renewing a license, be sure a
current rabies certificateison filewith thetown
clerk’'soffice.

By state law, penalty charges are added if
licenses are not renewed by June 30. The pen-
alty is$1 per month, starting July 1.

For moreinformation, contact thetown clerk

| ntroducing Duffy: Colchester’s Top Dog
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Colchester’stop dog, Duffy, a 4-year-
old West Highland White Terrier, sits
atop a large rock in his backyard on a
sunny April afternoon. His owners,
Edward and Barbara Caffegan, sub-
mitted the winning photo, which
received 48 of the 139 votes that were
cast in the 2013 top dog contest. The
Caffegans describe Duffy as an ener-
getic pup wholovesto play outdoor sand
watch television.

at townclerk @col chesterct.gov or call 860-537-
7215.

Colchester Couple Charged With Using Bad Check for Home

by Shawn R. Dagle

A Colchester coupleisfacing numerousforg-
ery- and larceny-related charges after
Glastonbury Police say they gave their lawyer
a counterfeit check valued at more than
$472,000 for the purchase of ahomeearlier this
year.

According to Glastonbury Police, Kimberly
and Scott Gross, both 41 years old and both of
559 Old Hartford Rd., were arrested Thursday
after a Glastonbury attorney reported that he
had been given a counterfeit check for the pur-
chase of a home earlier this winter by the
couple.

In an affidavit on file at Manchester Supe-
rior Court, police said they were contacted Feb.
22 by attorney Thomas Kane reporting that one
of his clients had given him a fraudulent
cashier’s check valued at $472,204.59.

According to the affidavit, Kane said he had
been retained by the Grosses to represent them
in the purchase of a home on Jolin Lane in
Colchester. Kane told police he was given a

Bank of America cashier’s check for the
$472,204 by the couple. Normally, he said, he
would deposit the check in the firm's banking
account and then issue checks for payments
stemming from the purchase of the home.

Something, however, did not look quiteright
with the check. According to the affidavit, Kane
noticed that the check appeared to be peeling
apart. When the check wasfurther peeled back
it became apparent that another check had been
pasted on top of an original check. The origi-
nal check had been issued to Kimberly Gross
for $704.59, the affidavit said. It appeared to
have been scanned and altered to read
$472,204.59 and then pasted on to the original
check.

According to the affidavit, Kane called Kim-
berly Grossand she agreed to meet him on Feb.
22 at the bank to make good on the check. How-
ever, he told police, Kane later received a call
from her sister saying Kimberly would not be
coming to meet him at the bank.

Colchester Police News

5/28: Colchester Police said sometime be-
tween May 23 and May 28 numerous rolls of
copper pipeweretaken from the AmeriGas fa-
cility at 275 South Main Street. Colchester
Police are currently investigating the case.

5/28: Colchester Police said a resident of
Norwich Avenue reported the possibl e tamper-
ing of atire/rim of his vehicle after it fell off
while traveling on Mill Street. Police Officer
Robert Labonte said al of the lug nuts on the
tirefell off at the sametime, giving policerea-
son to believe the car had possibly then tam-
pered with. Labonte is still investigating the
case.

5/28: Colchester Police said a resident of
Heatherwood Drive reported that he found what
he suspected to be narcotics in a room of his
house, which is rented by another tenant.
Colchester Policeare currently investigating the
case.

5/28: State Police said Nicole M. Klusek,
21, of 67 Park Ave., was charged with posses-

sion of heroin and possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

5/29: Colchester Police said Samuel Kranc,
53, of 59 Carli Blvd., was charged with DUI
and following too close.

5/31: State Police said Gary E. Tutt, 41, of
303 Mohegan Park Rd., Apt. 112, Norwich, was
charged with second-degree failure to appear.

5/31: State Police said David W. Fisher 1V,
24, of 12 Spruce Ln., South Windsor, was
charged with possession of narcotics.

6/2: State Police said David Rowland, 42,
of 11 Meadow Dr., Apt. 4, was charged with
DUI, possession of marijuana and failure to
wear seat belt.

6/2: State Police said David Gazdzicki, 25,
of 773 Middletown Rd., was charged with vio-
lation of probation.

6/2: Colchester Police said Alex Jennes, 20,
of 60 Balaban Rd., was charged with posses-
sion of heroin.

On Feb. 27, according to the affidavit, po-
lice interviewed Kimberly Gross at her
attorney’s office and she admitted to altering
the check. According to asworn statement pro-
vided by policein the affidavit, Gross said she
made a deposit on the home in January.

“1 had intended on having therest of the pur-
chasepriceat thetimeof closing,” shewrotein
her statement. “1 was trying to come up with
the cash but was not able to. The sellers had
moved out and when | could not come up with
the needed funds | panicked. My husband had
no idea what was going on. ... We never went
to the new house.”

Police allegethat the Grosses provided their
real estate agent with false proof of funds as
well. Accordingto investigators, Kimberly and
Scott Grossgavetheir real estate agent savings
account information showing that they had
$492,181.49 in their account. In reality, the af -
fidavit said, they only had $81.49 in their ac-
count.

Marlborough

Police News

5/29: State Police said Keith Cooper, 61, of
10 Lafayette Rd., was charged with DUI and
making an improper turn.

6/1; State Police said Ethan Francks, 19, of
86 Jones Hollow Rd., was charged with DUI,
failureto secure child with aseat belt and trav-
eling unreasonably fast for conditions.

6/2: State Police said Eric Michael Wallace
Treece, 40, of 93 North Main St., was charged
with third-degree assault, interfering with an
emergency call and disorderly conduct.

The real estate agent told police she used
her $6,000 commission to pay her home mort-
gage. When the fraud was discovered, thered
estate agent said she had to pay back that
commission.

According to the affidavit, the Grosses owe
thereal estate agency $12,875.

Theownersof the Jolin Lane home al so suf-
fered lossesin theincident, police said. Accord-
ing to the affidavit, the homeowners said they
have lost approximately $20,000, including a
lease for another residence, rental of storage
units and other moving costs.

Kimberly and Scott Grosswere each charged
with first-degree criminal attempt to commit
larceny, conspiracy to commit first-degree lar-
ceny, second-degreeforgery, conspiracy to com-
mit second-degree forgery, third-degree forg-
ery and conspiracy to commit third-degreeforg-
ery, Glastonbury Police said.

Their bonds have been set at $25,000 and
both are due in court on June 19.

Hebron Police News

6/1: State Police said William Andrychowski,
38, of 69 Crouch Rd., Amston, was charged
with disorderly conduct and interfering.



$1.01 Million Sewer Project Heads
to Town Meeting in Marlborough

by Melissa Roberto

Following Wednesday night’s public hear-
ing on Phase Il of the sewer project, the
Marlborough Board of Finance sent the $1.01
million project to atown meeting scheduled for
later this month.

The action taken by the finance board came
after about 15 residents attended the public
hearing to receiveinformation about the project
delivered by the board, Water Pollution Con-
trol Authority Commission (WPCA) and Town
Planner Peter Hughes.

The hearing was similar in fashion to the
several hearings that have occurred since the
fall of 2012, when the Phase Il process began.
Wednesday's hearing started with a presenta-
tion given by finance board chairwoman Evelyn
Godbout who highlighted just what Phase I1
consists of.

Phase Il is proposed to pick up where Phase
| left off, at the intersection of Lakeridge and
Cheney roads. The construction will continue
down Cheney Road to the intersection of Park
Road, and then up Beverly Lane. It would also
hook up five houses on North Main Street to
the sewer linethat already existsfrom Phasel.

The project also includes a portion that the
townisnot responsiblefor paying: asewer line
extension to hook up the Marlborough Health
Care Center (MHCC). Hughesexplainedtothe
crowd that the center isin need of asystem due
toits“failing septic system,” which has caused
the MHCC to pay hundreds of thousands of
dollars each year to hire acompany that manu-
aly pumpsits effluent.

Officialsthen explained how much Phase 1
would cost. The finance board sent the project
to atown meeting with a price tag of “up to”
$1,010,000 based on the one bid received by
Hubble Construction, which covers the plan-
ning, acquisition and construction costs. The
construction of the project cameto $721,000 —
acost that was actually $200,000 |essthan what
the engineers originally anticipated, Hughes
said.

Whilethetown would enter into ashort-term
note when the project begins, —for an amount
of years that would be decided after approved

and if thetown receives state funding—the town
would then enter into a 20-year repayment pe-
riod with a3.75 percent interest rate.

The 20-year repayment period is made up of
an annual cost of $74,300, whichispaid for by
two separate entities: an annual payment of
$50,200, or 67.6 percent, would be paid for by
the usersfor their benefit assessments, and the
other is a cost of $24,100, or 32.4 percent,
would be paid for by general taxes.

Hughes explained that the annual user ben-
efit assessment payment of $50,200 would ac-
tually be paid for by the users who hook up to
the sewer system — partialy by the 23 house-
holds hooking up to the system at acost of $603
each year, and the remaining would be covered
by the MHCC, who is aso hooking up to the
system.

However, project costs could be lowered if
the town receives Clean Water funding from
the state level. Godbout assured attendees
Wednesday that the town would be applying
for state funding if the project goes forward,
which would lower the total annual payment
for the users from $50,200 to $46,651, and
whichwould actually eliminatethe annual town
contribution altogether, down to zero, which
Godbout admitted would be “great.”

In terms of state funding, Hughes reminded
the crowd that it's not a guarantee, but that the
stateinformed the town that they’relooking for
“shovel-ready projects,” which Phasell issince
its design and bid are already set in stone.

Godbout shared just what Phase 11 will ac-
complish. For starters, shesaid it would reduce
pollution in the lake, as the project will hook
up the entire east side of Lake Terramuggus to
sewers. Also, she said the project would help
MHCC —a*viabletaxpayer,” —dispose of their
waste properly and still remain in town.

Additionally, Godbout said the sewer line
extension is a component of future growth for
the town of Marlborough because it would ex-
pand the tax base.

The chairwoman pointed out that the ap-
prova of Phasell inthenear futurewould come
at agood time, as she said the current economic

Marlborough Teen Dies After
Fall Near Granby Waterfall

by Melissa Roberto

A Marlborough teen passed away Sunday,
June 2, asaresult of injuries she sustained from
afall near awaterfall at Enders State Forest in
Granby, police said.

The girl, Amanda Monington, 15, of 105
Hebron Rd., appeared to havefallen 15-20 feet
off of rocks nearby the waterfall on Saturday,
June 1, around 5:30 p.m., a Department of En-
ergy and Environmental Protection (DEEP)
press release states.

Asaresult of the fall, Monington sustained
a head injury and was transported to Hartford
Hospital via LifeStar, DEEP spokesman Den-
nis Schain said, while adding that he did not
know if Monington sustained any other inju-
ries.

DEEP Environmental Conservation (EnCon)
police officers and fire departments from sur-
rounding townsincluding Granby, East Granby,
Simsbury and East Hartland reported to the
scene for assistance, Schain said. Emergency
rescue personnel used ropes and a rescue bas-
ket to lift Monington out of the water.

On Sunday, Monington was pronounced
dead at Hartford Hospital, the rel ease states.

The Enders State Forest is home to a series
of waterfalls, Schain explained, and people of -
ten go there to look at the waterfalls and the
river that runs through the forest, and to hike.
Schain said thereisnot asignintheareawhere
Monington fell that forbids people from enter-
ing into thewater. Asked if Monington was pre-
paring to jump off of the rocks into the water,
Schain said EnCon officers are still investigat-

ing that.

Schain added that there have been occasions
where people have been injured at the Granby
forest but could not recal if anyone had ever
died from an incident there.

Theareawhere Monington fell hasremained
open throughout the week but Schain confirmed
EnCon officers will be investigating the case,
and doesn't expect areport to come out for “ sev-
eral weeks”

Monington was a freshman at RHAM High
School in Hebron. There, the community con-
tinues to mourn her loss.

RHAM High School Principal Scott Leslie
described Monington as “just a delightful,
young woman,” who several staff membersen-
joyed.

“Shewas just alikeable and genuinely nice
kid,” Leslie added, while pointing out that she
was “very smart” and a student that held “so
much promise.”

Both the RHAM middle and high schools
utilized the many counselorsthey havein place
for additional support to students and faculty,
Ledlie said. On Sunday afternoon, he said, the
district’s crisis team met to discuss how the
RHAM community would cope with her loss.
OnMonday morning, at the start of school, both
schools held a moment of silence in remem-
brance and to honor the 15-year-old, who Ledlie
added had “very close friends’ and was liked
within the community.

An obituary for Amanda Monington can be
found in this week’s issue of the Rivereast.

climate “provides us with the best contract
pricesand lowest interest rates’ —ratesthat are
only anticipated to “go up,” she added.

Other details officials stressed revolved
around the val ue of the MHCC. Hughes pointed
out that the center currently employs 24
Marlborough residents, and a remaining 125
employees from other towns that use
Marlborough businesses. Godbout explained
that the MHCC pays about $90,000 annually
in taxes, and if the project does not move for-
ward and the entity can no longer afford to
manually pump its effluent, the short-term and
long-term care for Marlborough residents and
others would most likely vanish.

With the basicinformation complete, WPCA
Chairman Jack Murray took the floor to stress
what would happen if the project doesnot move
forward, and the MHCC - an entity he de-
scribed as a “40,000-square-foot all-electric
building builtin 1970” —isleft without asewer
system.

“That'san old building.” Murray said to the
crowd. “It would be very difficult for afuture
user to use it without some significant modifi-
cations. And if it did not have sewers avail-
able... it would indeed be very difficult [to oc-
cupy]”

One resident spoke to the argument that the
MHCC isanimportant asset to the community
and without it, the town would lose jobs and
$90,000 annually in taxes.

“1f they leaveit’stheir responsibility to con-
tinueto pay taxesonit and sell it,” theresident
stated. “I1t’s not our responsibility.”

“Thatistrue,” said Murray. “However, inthe
real world what people do is just walk away
fromthings”

Murray added that, for him, the project is
important because Phase |1 continues a project
thetown started years ago, while stressing that
if the town receives clean water funding, it
would be of no additional cost to taxpayers.

While many Marlborough residents often
associate thetown’s sewer project with Phasel
— aphase that included a series of delays and

lawsuits — official s also spoke of how Phasel|
would differ from Phase |, thanks to the con-
tractor of the project, Hubble Construction of
Burlington.

Unlike Phase |, Godbout and Hughes high-
lighted a piece of equipment that will be used
to crush up the rock and ledge in the construc-
tionarea. “It’'sabig dig, rock-eating machine,”
Godbout liked to call it, and Hughes explained
to the crowd that it’s an eight-by-20-foot ma-
chine that grinds up therock it encounters and
processes it, which would then be used in the
rest of the project.

Dueto themachine, Hughes said therewould
be“noblasting” during construction. Construc-
tion would a so includea20-inch trench instead
of the 36-inch trench made in Phase I, which
Hughes said would lessen the costs of paving
theroads. Speaking of paving theroads, Hughes
added that unlike Phase |, the contractor would
be responsible for paving instead of the town.

At the end of the hearing, a handful of resi-
dents asked questions and made comments to
the speakers. One resident asked how Phase |
could affect the cost of Phase | users who are
currently still paying for their systems. Murray
explained that it has a chance of lowering us-
ers’ annua operation and maintenance fees,
which are currently around $400 each year.

“The addition of more customers drives
down those fixed costs of the operation and
maintenance fee,” Murray explained.

Another asked how long it would take to re-
celve aresponse from the state on whether or
not thetown would receive funding, and Hughes
informed the crowd that the state has 60 days
to respond.

After the hearing, finance members admit-
ted they wished more people came out to the
hearing to hear about the proj ect specifications.
However, they hope more residents will come
out to vote at the town meeting, where the fate
of the project will be left up to voters.

Thetown meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, June 19, at 7 p.m., at the Marlborough El-
ementary School cafeteria

East Hampton Man Charged
with Assault of Pregnant Woman

A Walnut Street man appeared in court this
week on charges he assaulted a 33-year-old
pregnant woman late last year.

John Foran, 38, of Walnut Street, was
charged May 22 with two misdemeanors and
two felonies, including third-degree assault
of a pregnant woman, second-degree threat-
ening, second-degree strangulation and risk
of injury toaminor, East Hampton Police said.

The assault occurred in East Hampton on
Thanksgiving of last year, police said, but the
alleged victim said shewastoo afraid tofilea
complaint to the East Hampton Police Depart-
ment until Feb. 27 of thisyear.

Officer Hardie Burgin of the East Hamp-
ton Police Department conducted the investi-
gation, police said, which began Feb. 27 and
ultimately led to Foran’s arrest.

East Hampton Police News

5/18: Stephen Rose, 42, of 392 Hampton Rd.,
Chaplin, wasissued aticket for operating with
an illegal plate and possession of marijuana,
East Hampton Police said.

5/23: Robert Norris, 64, of 2141 Chapel St.,
New Haven, turned himself in pursuant to an
active arrest warrant, police said, and was
charged with third-degree larceny.

5/23: Gail Distefano, 71, of 45 Forest St.,
was issued asummons for operating an unreg-
istered motor vehicle, failure to comply with
emissions testing requirements and failure to
maintain minimum insurance requirements,
police said.

5/24: a17-year-old juvenile of East Hamp-

ton wasissued ajuvenile summonsfor posses-
sion of cannabis, possession of paraphernalia,
intent to sell and possession of ahallucinogenic,
police said.

5/25: Kristen Karpuska, 26, of 4 Hyde Farm
Ter., was charged with DUI and failureto drive
right, traveling unreasonably fast.

5/25: Police responded to ashoplifting com-
plaint at the Rite-Aid on East High Street and
charged Brooke Tegge Jr., 19, of 5 Niles t.,
with sixth-degree larceny.

5/29: Sara Stratoti, 31, of 2 AaronsWay, was
issued aticket for possession of less than half
an ounce of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia, police said.
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Portland Middle and High Schools Hold Evacuation Dr|II

by Elizabeth Bowling

The Portland secondary schools' emergency
evacuation drill Tuesday afternoon was a suc-
cess, according to Superintendent Sally Doyen.

All 600-plus students were accounted for
during and after the 45 minutedrill, after which
classes resumed.

Students, faculty and staff throughout the
entire building, which includes both the high
and middle school, evacuated in 10 minutesand
walked to the Valley View School down the
street where they relocated.

“It was very quick,” Doyen said. “The stu-
dentswerewell-behaved. It waswell worth the
practice.”

The drill simulated areal necessity for off-
siteevacuation, likeif abomb scare was called
in to the secondary school building, Andrea
Lavery, the principal of Portland High School,
said.

The drill was recommended by a district-
wide Safety Committee that was put together
after the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown last December, Doyen said.
The committee focuses on al types of emer-
gency drillswithin the town’s schools.

The Safety Committee, which addressesthe
concerns of the Board of Education and the
Town of Portland, is made up of representa-
tivesfrom both the public schoolsand the town
with 21 memberstotal.

“We've always had a safety plan,” Doyen
said, “but not one that took everybody off the

But now, Portland’s public school buildings
al have off-site evacuation plans. Thethreeel-
ementary schoolswill each have an evacuation
drill beforethisschool year isover, too, Doyen
said.

Valley View Elementary School will conduct
an off-site evacuation drill on June 12,
Gilderdeeve Elementary School on June 14 and
Brownstone Intermediate School on June 17.

Starting in the next school year, each of the
town’s schools will have two to three evacua-
tion drillson an annual basis, Portland Middle
School Principal Scott Giegerich said, and the
students, faculty and staff will not betold about
the drills ahead of time, which they were for
thisone.

On Monday, the high school and middle
school faculty practiced the drill after school
to ensurethat the actual onewould run smoothly
the next day.

Giegerich said he hopes he'll never have to
really use the evacuation plan, but he was very
proud of his students during the drill.

“The kids were very responsive,” he said.

Lavery added, “We were very pleased. The
kids were great.”

Giegerich said the schools' coordination with
the police department was excellent, too. At one
point during the exodus, a car backed out of a
driveway on Butler Lane where the students
were walking. It could have been an issue, but

Students from Prtlad High Sco d Middle School retreat back to class

during a successful building evacuation drill. The entire building relocated down
thestreet to Valley View School and walked back within 45 minutes Tuesday. Every
school in town will practicetheir emer gency evacuation plansthismonth beforethe

school year isover.

with the help of two teachers and a police of-
ficer, Giegerich said he was able to handle the
situation.

Giegerich said the school building performs
aminimum of 10 drillseach school year, which
averagesout to about onedrill, of any kind, each
month.

Mdilli’'sHasit All, Under One Roof |n Portland

[

by Elizabeth Bowling

Mélilli Caffe & Grill Pizzeriaisbringing the
tastes of Italy to Portland.

Owner Seby Milardo wasbornin Sicily and
moved to the United Stateswhen hewas 9. Now
the family-oriented 52-year-old hasbeeninthe
restaurant businessfor 19 years after being in-
fluenced by his grandmother’s and mother’s
cooking.

After working asacarpenter, Milardo started
his restaurants. He's owned restaurants in
Waterbury and Southington, then Middletown
and Cromwell. Somewere bakeries, somewere
cafesand some pizzerias. He's never been able
to combinethethree under oneroof until mov-
ing to Portland, as his prior locations were just
too small.

“1 couldn’t grow out of there,” he said of his
Cromwell location, where hewas unableto in-
clude a bakery or pizza options on the menu.
“I"'m able to do alot more here [in Portland].
Every other place | [had] was limited. Here |
can combine al three places.”

Milardo aso owns Méelilli’s By the River in
Rocky Hill, which opened about aweek before
the Portland restaurant. But the two eateries
have very different menus. Rocky Hill’s offers
foods like hamburgers, hot dogs, |obster rolls
and whole belly clams, Milardo said.

Since opening in Portland May 9, he's been
abletoincorporate every aspect from all of his
previousrestaurantsunder oneroof. That is, he
can serve deli foods, hot lunches, breakfast
sandwiches, bakery goods, pizza and grinders
in one place.

“l plan on being here for a long time,”
Milardo said. “But hopefully some day my

daughter can take over and | can sit back.”

Milardo hopes hisdaughter Nicole, 25, who
attended culinary school and now worksfor him
full-time, will keep the family businessrunning
for years to come. His other daughter,
Josephine, 29, is a schoolteacher but works at
Melilli part-time, along with her mother,
Milardo’'swife, Teresa.

“We are successful because | have my fam-
ily working together for 19 years,” Milardo said.

He also credited Mélilli’s great customer
service and great food for bringing success to
Milardo’s restaurants over the years.

Some of that great food includes the Port-
land restaurant’s signature arancina, a deep-
fried rice ball stuffed with meat sauce, mozza-
rellacheese, hard-boiled eggsand peas. Another
specialty isthe Olive Stampede, which features
Sicilian olives with carrots, celery, spices and
fresh mint.

Milardo a so raved about the Italianices, the
“graband go” optionsat the deli and the signa-
ture sandwiches, one called the “Sicilian
Bomber” and another called “ Seby’s Favorite.”

However, don't let the name of thelatter con-
fuseyou; “Everythingismy favorite,” Milardo
quipped.

Milardo said catering for every occasionwill
begin soon. Everything is done in-house.

“We have access to halls to rent out in
Middletown and Cromwell,” Milardo said re-
garding his catering services.

Mélilli Caffe & Grill Pizzeria is located at
264 Main S. Its hours are Sunday through
Wednesday, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Thursday
through Saturday, 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. It can be
reached at 860-342-4035.

Portland welcomed Italian-styled Mélilli Caffe & Grill Pizzeria to Main Street
last month. Owner Seby Milardo is shown herewith hisdaughter, Nicole, inside his
newest restaurant. Milardo has been in the business for 19 years and said his
restaur ants have been successful because his family wor ks together.

Plan for Yellow Ribbon Tree Sign Withdrawn in East Hampton

by Elizabeth Bowling

For two years, a tree in the Village Center
has served as home to yellow ribbons tied in
honor of East Hampton soldiers serving over-
seas. Theribbons are then removed by the sol-
diers upon their return home to Belltown, in
what are often moving ceremonies held in the
Center.

It'satreethat meansalot to alot of people,
and, as an outpouring of people at last week’s
Town Council meeting would indicate, there’'s
no need to distract from it with alarge sign.

Thereused to beasmall sign that read “Wel-

cometo East Hampton™ in front of thetree, but
the sign was destroyed during asnowstorm this
past winter, Ann McLaughlin, who helpsmain-
tain the ceremonial area, said.

Theorigina signwasoften thevictim of graf-
fiti and theft, Town Council Chairwoman Sue
Weintraub said. That’s why when the Town
Manager asked her to design a new one to re-
placeit, shedesignedit to be“huge, like abea-
con with a bell on top, so people would know
where the yellow ribbon treeis,” she said.

But McLaughlin said she and many local

veteranswere opposed to Weintraub’snew sign
design because it would be disrespectful to the
veterans. Many veterans showed up to the May
28 Town Council meeting to voice their objec-
tionsto the plan. As aresult, the council voted
unanimously against installing the new sign.

“Therewill beno sign asof now,” Weintraub
confirmed.

Town Manager Mike Maniscalco said his
staff brought the destroyed sign to his atten-
tion, so he asked Weintraub to design a new
sign, knowing she had design experience and

had been involved in other signage issues.

M aniscal co said the vote against his proposal
“isn’'t abig deal”

The safety pedestrian island, on which the
yellow ribbon tree is planted, is not a town
green, Weintraub said. Theland is state-owned;
therefore any installation of a sign requires a
state permit.

Theoriginal signwas never permitted by the
state, Weintraub said. Had she been able to go
forward with her replacement sign, she would
have gotten installation permission, she said.



Hitch in Farmers Market Plan in Andover

by Geeta Schrayter

A hitch has recently come up in the plan to
start afarmers market in town.

Selectwoman Elaine Buchardt told her fel-
low sel ectmen Wednesday that those preparing
for the market had been “ quite active” and there
were 10 vendors lined up to participate. But
there was also amajor issue.

“There was a suggestion made to us by the
State of Connecticut that all of the vendors have
amillion-dollar liability policy and not asingle
one of [the vendors] hasamillion dollar insur-
ance policy,” Buchardt explained.

Sheadded it would cost the vendors close to
$500 to put one in place, and considering the
farmersmarket isonly expected to run for nine
weeksitsinitial year, if the vendors had to pay
that amount they wouldn’t make a profit.

“We may not have afarmers market thisyear
if we can’t resolve this,” she said.

Buchardt noted the vendors at the Coventry
Farmers Market had such policies but that par-
ticular market is larger and runs for a longer
period of time. Conversely, the vendors at the
Ellington Farmers Market, which Andover’s

was supposed to be based on, did not.

“Her 30 vendors [in Ellington] — none of
them have amillion-dollar insurance policy so
thequestionisif wereally need torequirethat,”
Buchardt furthered.

However, First Selectman Bob Burbank said
if the vendors didn’t have policies, the town
would have to pick up the liability.

“This sounds like a lot of red tape,” said
selectwoman Cathy Desrosiers.

“We're getting close to the start date and
[vendors] are now saying they probably can’t
doit,” added Buchardt.

“Well, that's a shame and very disappoint-
ing,” Desrosiers continued.

The farmers market was supposed to start
up July 12 and run every Friday for nineweeks
by the ball fields on Long Hill Road. The Eco-
nomic Development Commission, of which
Buchardt isalso amember, had hoped the mar-
ket would provide a variety of local produce,
maple syrup, soaps, cheeses, meats, herbs and
more.

“We'll still ook into this and see if we can

resolveit,” Buchardt concluded.
* k% %

Also at Wednesday’s Board of Selectmen
meeting, Vice First Selectman Jay Linddy
shared the town was looking to purchase a
defibrillator for the town office building. He
explained thiswas something that had been dis-
cussed and approved afew yearsago and money
had been placed in the budget for its purchase
however the defibrillator had yet to be bought.

“We aready voted on this, it's in the bud-
get,” said Burbank, but the actual purchase“fell
through the cracks.”

“So we're restating our feeling that yes, we
want to buy it and we're going to buy it this
month,” Burbank said.

The cost of the defibrillator will come to
around $2,400. Linddy added some employees
will be able to take part in training on the
defibrillator's usein the fall.

* % %

Burbank al so shared thetown had finally re-

ceived a monthly report from the Connecticut
State Police. He explained he had been asking
for such reportsfor sometime and now that the
police werefinally complying, residents could
see the services they’re getting.

During the month of April, the report stated
the Andover resident trooper and officersfrom
Troop K responded to 225 calls for services.
Out of these, the most notable were listed as;
three for accidents, one for a burglary, two for
other criminal matters and one for other non-
criminal matterswhile 122 callswerelisted as
“non-reportable matters.”

Non-reportable matters were explained as
possibly being informational calls or requests
for house checkswhile afamily ison vacation.

In addition to the above, thereport said troop-
ersal so conducted 83 traffic citations, gave out
39 written warnings and one on-sight DWI.

* k% %

The next Board of Selectmen meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, July 10, at 7 p.m., at
the Town Office Building, 17 School Rd.

Andover Selectmen Recognlze New Top Dog

by Geeta Schrayter

At the Board of Selectmen meeting Wednes-
day, the new Top Dog for the 2013-14 fiscal
year was recognized. The 9-year-old boxer
named Roxy was present at the meeting and
wriggled around excitedly as shewasgiven her
Top Dog bandana and a certificate to go along
with her “number one” dog tag — the perks of
thetitle.

The Top Dog Contest isan annual event put
on by the Town Clerk’s office as a way to re-
mind residents it's time to renew their dog li-
censesand raisemoney for alocal charity. Now
in its third year, any dogs in town could have
entered the contest, vying for thetitle and brag-
ging —that is, barking —rights.

Residents voted on their favorite canine
throughout May, paying $1 per vote. Thisyear,
the contest raised $77 for the Recreation Com-
mission Scholarship Fund — the majority of
which came from votes for Roxy.

Assistant Town Clerk Mikki Busch explained
this week Roxy’s companions, 10-year-old
Jakub and 8-year-old Konrad Jandzinski came
into the office one day eager to cast votes for
their dog.

“Onetimethey cameinto the office and they
were so cute,” she said, sharing one of the boys
came in with a $5 hill to vote for Roxy. The
other ranin afterwards and said the samething.
Then, athird boy camein and said, “I’m their
best friend and | live acrossthestreet and | want
to vote for Roxy too,” said Busch.

It'sno surprise the boyswere so determined
to help their canine companion. After all, Roxy
has been a part of the Jandzinski family since
Jakub was 1 year old. His father Janusz
Jandzinski said the two have been best friends.

“When my boy [Jakub] was growing up both
of them were inseparable — two best friends,”
he said, adding Roxy was a “good dog,” who
had no problems in the house, and wouldn’t
touch food if it was | eft out on the table.

But Jandzinski shared at one point, Jakub
and Roxy were separated; in fact, the family
thought Roxy was gone for good. Jandzinski
explained Roxy is afraid of thunder. One day
about three years ago the family went to the
beach and while they were away, there was a
thunderstorm. Roxy got scared, got out of the
house—"* she probably just went looking for us’

Jandzinski speculated —and was hit by acar on
Route 6.

“So when we came back she wasn’t any-
where around,” Jandzinski said. “We started
looking for her, went to animal control and they
told us that there was an accident on Route 6
with adog.”

The family contacted the officer who re-
sponded and were told the dog was in fact a
boxer that matched Roxy’s description. How-
ever, when the officer had attempted to get her,
Roxy ran away.

“She was gone for almost two weeks,”
Jandzinski stated. The family looked for her
every day, finally coming to the conclusion she
was gone. But then, one day, Jandzinski came
across Roxy onthe Hop River State Park Trail.

“1 found her walking along, skinny like she
didn’t eat for two weeks,” he said, explaining
he brought her home then to the veterinarian,
where it was discovered that, while she was
bruised and hungry and had ascar on her head,
there were no broken bones.

“The vet couldn’t find anything wrong with
her other than her being alittle bit bruised,” he
said, adding the only change as a result of the
incident is how much she eats. Prior to her dis-
appearance, Jandzinski said Roxy’sbowl could
beleft filled and she would only take alittle at
atimeunlikemost dogsthat will eat themselves
sick. But since her return, “every feeding, ev-
ery dish, she cleansit off,” Jandzinski stated.

And now Roxy’s safe and sound with her
family, enjoying quite the dog'slife. The boys
said they like to play fetch with their dog, add-
ing she's“playful” and “really nice.” And since
she's the official Top Dog, that means along
with being well-cared for she gets to strut
around town in her “number one” dog tag and
bandana, and ridein next year’sMemorial Day
parade.

Regarding her win, both boyssaid they were
happy she was the Top Dog, and Jandzinski
added when someone asks about Roxy’s title
he likes to joke she's on the Board of Select-
men.

“She’s in government” now, Jandzinski
laughed — so be on the lookout for new ordi-
nancesregarding dog treats and cat-chasing by
Andover’s new premier pooch.

AndO\I/er residents Konrad (left) and Jakub. Jandzinski stand with their boxer
Roxy shortly after she was recognized as this year’s Top Dog.



Obituaries

Colchester
John Stula

John Stula, 93, of Cape Cord, Fla, formerly
of Columbia and Colchester, passed away early
Saturday morning, June 1. Born Jan. 12, 1920, in
Colchester, he was a son of the late Ferdinand
and Irene (Melnyk) Stula.

John married Mary Elizabeth Harrington on
April 24, 1948. The couple shared 63 years of
marriage before she predeceased him on June 1,
2011. John built three nursing homes in eastern
Connecticut. He operated the facilities with his
wife, Mary until their retirement several yearsago,
when they moved to Cape Coral, Fla.

John enjoyed building and working on thefarm
with his son and grandsons. Helived for hisfam-
ily and will be remembered by them for al hedid
for them.

Survivors include a son, Karl Stula of Col-
chester; adaughter, Karleen Cicchiello of Colum-
bia; abrother, Kenneth Stula of Athens, Ga.; three
sisters, Frances Zawacki of Alaska, Alice Hardy of
Phoenix, Ariz., and Sr. Helen Stula of
Ronkonkoma, N.Y.; four grandchildren, John and
Shawn Stula, both of Colchester, Kara (and her
daughter, I1sabella) and Eve Cicchiello, al of Co-
lumbig; and numerous extended family and friends.

In addition to hiswife and parents, hewas pre-
deceased by five brothers, Fred, Mike, Bruno,
Edwin, George and a granddaughter, Maria
Cicchiello.

Friends and family attended calling hours
Monday, June 3, a the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. The
funeral liturgy was celebrated Tuesday directly
at St. Columba Church, 87 Route 66, Columbia.

Buria will follow in New St. Andrew Cem-
etery in Colchester.

East Hampton
Gordon Stark Dalton

Gordon Stark Dalton, 92, of East Hampton,
beloved husband of Jann M. Dalton, went peace-
fully to bewith the Lord on Thursday, May 30, at
Middlesex Hospital.

Gordon was born on July 8, 1920, to Charles
Gerald and Ethel Stark Dalton in Northampton,
Mass. While growing up, he developed alove of
farming, fishing, nature, and telling stories. He
learned how to fix watches and make clocks, com-
pletely of wood. He became alifeguard at Look
Park and swam competitively in high school,
graduating Northampton High in 1939. He at-
tended Rhode |sland School of Design, originally
injewelry design, until WWII started. Heenlisted
intheArmy and served in North Africa, Italy, and
France. After the war, he completed his degree at
RISD in industrial design and was employed at
National Steel, EthanAllen Corporation and other
companies using his engineering skills.

Gordon'’s artistic spirit, youthful essence and
sense of humor captivated all who encountered
him. He possessed profound wisdom with eyes
that saw beyond the obvious - deep into the heart
of our very existence. He was a communicant at
St. Patrick Church, which he joined in 2009 at
the age of 88 and enjoyed singing fully at Mass.
Genuine friendship is very rare, very precious,
very blessed — and we give thanks for the joy of
knowing him.

Survivorsinclude hisson Lee, wife Carrieand
grandchildren Nicolas Dalton, Katie Arrington,
her husband Luke and great-granddaughter
Caroline, all of Boulder, Colo.; grandsons John
Roper of Sammamish, Wash., and his wife
Zandra; Ward Roper of London, England, hiswife
Hoi-Yeeand their children Zen and Theodore; and
granddaughter Pheydra Schworm of Austin,
Texas.

He was predeceased by sisters Geraldine Fieg
and Carol Thornton and his daughter Ann Dalton
Mello.

As faithful best friend, companion and hus-
band to his adoring wife, Jann, Gordon became
surrogate father, grandfather and uncleto her large
family and will be deeply missed by all. He me-
morialized their wonderful life full of travel and
the richness of family gatherings with 35 years
of photos. He had many passions, including ma-
rine biology, the Civil War, motorcycles, and fly-
ing airplanesand enthralled al who met himwith
hiswar stories. At thetime of his passing, hewas
writing his World War 11 memoirs and leaves the
final edit to hisson Leeand nephew Jake Whitney.

A Massof Resurrectionwill be held today, June
7,a 11am., at St. Patrick Church, 47 West High
St., East Hampton. There are no calling hours.

The family would like to thank his many
caregivers — especially those at Hartford Hospi-
tal Cardiology and the Drs. and staff at Middlesex
Hospital Cancer Center and Hospice Unit.

In lieu of flowers, memorials donationsin his
name may be made to: Weiss Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care Unit, Middlesex Hospital, Crescent
Street, Middletown, CT. or St. Patrick Church,
47 High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron

Douglas M. Braman
Douglas M. Braman,
of Old Saybrook, for-
merly of Hebron and
Lebanon, died Wednes-
day, May 22. He was
born June 11, 1947, to
Arlene E. and Robert V.
Braman.

Heissurvived by his
two daughters, Rebecca
Quinn (husband Brian)
of Debary, Fla., and
Nicole Hansraj (hus-
band Jason) of Kissim-
mee, Fla., and granddaughter Kaylin Hansraj. He
also leaves behind his brothers and sisters, Bar-
baralL. Kelly, LoisE. Albert, Richard J. Braman,
DavidW. Braman, Janice D. Smith, all of Hebron,
Lilliane M. Boyd of East Hartford, Lisa A.
Braman of New Britain, and many nieces and
nephews.

Doug was aU.S. Marine Corps Veteran (Sep-
tember 1965-June 1969) who served in Vietnam.
A gunsmith and “jack of all trades’, he will be
sorely missed by his friends and family.

A military tribute and service will be held Sun-
day, June9, at 2 p.m., at theVFW/American Le-
gion at 18 Main St. in Hebron.

In lieu of flowers, amemorial donation can be
made in Doug’s nameto the VFW (vfw.org/Con-
tributey).

For online condolences, visit swanfuneral
homeol dsaybrook.com.

East Hampton
William H. Royce

William H. Royce, -
72, alifelong resident of -
East Hampton, died
Tuesday, June 4, at the
Hospital for Special
Care in New Britain.
Born July 18, 1940, in
Putnam, he was the son
of the late Sarah
Morassini.

Bill wasemployed as
an iron worker for
Union Local 15 of Hart-
ford before his retire-
ment. He was a member of the East Hampton
VFW Post 5095.

He is survived by his longtime companion,
Cindy LeBoeuf of Jewett City; hisfive sons, Wil-
liam Langmaid of Middletown, Raymond
Langmaid of Watertown, Mark Royce of Portland,
Keith Royce of Cromwell, Todd Royce of Hebron;
a daughter, Karen Royce of Hebron; a brother,
Linden Morassini and his wife Brenda of Con-
necticut; three sisters, Charlene Cushman of East
Hampton, Bonnie Hazard of Michigan, Linda
Scaper and her husband Byron of lowa; many
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

Funeral serviceswill be held Saturday, June 8,
at 11 am. inthe Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main
St., East Hampton. Buria will follow in Lake
View Cemetery in East Hampton. Friends may
call at the Spencer Funera Home on Saturday
morning from 9 am. until thetime of the service.

To leave online condolences, Vvisit
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Amston
Joseph F. Pane

Joseph F. Pane, 74, of Amston, died peacefully
Sunday, June 2, at Windham Memoria Hospital.
Bornin Hartford, hewasthe son of thelate Ernest
and Irene (Viveros) Pane.

Joe was employed by UPS as a tractor trailer
driver for 36 years, retiring 16 years ago. Hewas
also aformer business agent, vice president and
president of Teamsters Local 671. HewasaU.S.
Marine Corps veteran. Joe enjoyed traveling, fish-
ing, boating, cooking, spending time with his
grandchildren and vacationing inthe FloridaKeys.

Heis survived by his best friend and constant
companion for 34 years, Justine“ Jesse” Rearick;
his children, Debi, Joe and Christine and their
mother, Jean; his second family that he lovingly
guided to adulthood, Gina, Dan and Rachel, as
well as 15 special grandchildren, among them his
“little peanut” Chelsea; and one great-grandchild.

The funera service will be today, June 7, at
noon, at the D’ Esopo Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly
Brook Blvd., Wethersfield. Calling hour will be
prior to the service, from 11 am.-noon.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Joe's memory
may be made to the Hebron Fire Department, 44
Main St., Hebron, CT 06248 or to the Disabled
American Veterans, 35 Cold Spring Rd., Suite
315, Rocky Hill, CT 06067.

For online expressions of sympathy, visit
desopo.com.

Colchester
Wanda T. Glemboski

Wanda T. Suroviak Glemboski, 78, beloved
wife of Thomas Glemboski of Colchester, passed
away Thursday, May 30, at Hartford Hospital. She
was born on March 11, 1935, in Colchester. She
was the daughter of the late John and Mary
Sczerba Suroviak.

She was treasurer and secretary of Glem QOil
Company Inc. of Colchester, which Tom and her
ran together for many years. Wandawas very ac-
tive with tag sales for St. Andrew Church and
Colchester Senior Center for many years, her last
eight years she becamevery activewith St. Mary’s
Church. During her lifetime, Wanda was always
there helping families in their time of need plus
Wanda was a pet lover, saving many pets.

Surviving besides her husband Tom, sheleaves
aspecial niece Beverly; a'so numerousniecesand
nephews.

Shewas predeceased by three brothersWilliam,
Frank, and Edward Suroviak; four sisters Mildred
Josiewich, Agnes Brown, Stella Berthiaume and
Ann Kornosawicz.

Visitation, including aPanahydaPrayer service,
was held Sunday, June 2, at the Belmont Sabrowski
Funeral Home, 144 South Main St., Colchester.
Thefuneral Masswill held Monday, June 3, at the
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Church, Linwood Ave.,
Colchester. Burial followed in St Joseph cemetery.

Memorial donation may be madeto St. Mary’s
Church, Colchester, Hayward Fire Co., or to the
donor’s choice.

East Hampton

Marta Sullivan

On Thursday, May 30, Marta Sullivan of East
Hampton rej oined the loving embrace of God and
her father, Jose Ivan Hincapie.

Marta was born in Medellin, Colombia, in
1975. She moved to Connecticut in 1992, and
graduated from Wilbur Cross High School. In
2010, she became a C.N.A. to follow her love of
hel ping people. Martaworked in homehealth care,
AppleRehahilitation and Clinton’sC.H.C., aswell
as an administrative assistant prior to that. Marta
bravely fought cancer with her characteristic smile
to the end; asmilewhich could only be outshined
by her love for children. Martawill be missed by
many loving friends and family members.

She leaves behind her 9-year-old daughter,
Katherine; her husband of 17 years, Keith; her
loving sister and mother, Astrid Thompson and
Belermina L opez, both of whom sat at her sideto
her final moment; her brother, Ivan Dario Hincapie
Lopez; her nieces, Valerie, AnnLise, Jennifer,
Crysta, and Grace; and her nephews, Sabastian
and Tony. Martawill also bemissed by her brother,
Jair and sisters, Cecilia, Piedad, and Stella
Hincapie-Lopez in Colombia, South America.

Calling hours will take place from 6-9 p.m.
today, June 7, at Swan Funeral Home, 1224 Bos-
ton Post Rd., Old Saybrook. A funeral Mass will
take place at 10 am. Saturday, June 8, at St.
George Roman Catholic Church Church in
Guilford.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to The American Cancer Society,
cancer.org, or to Middlesex Hospice, 27 Crescent
St., Middletown, CT 06457.

swanfuneralhomeol dsaybrook.com.

Marlborough

Amanda Lynn Monington

AmandaLynn Monington, 15, of Marlborough,
beloved daughter of Todd Monington and Louise
Gagne, died Sunday, June 2. She was afreshman
at RHAM High School in Hebron.

Amanda will always be remembered for her
creativity and her wonderful sense of humor.

Besides her parents, Amandaissurvived by her
sister, Emily Monington; grandparents, Rowan
Monington and Charelene Lavoie; also several
aunts, uncles and cousins.

A funera service will be held today, June 7, at
10 am., at Haddam Congregational Church, 905
Saybrook Rd, Haddam. Burial will be at the con-
venience of her family. Friends called Thursday,
June 6, at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St.,
Middletown.

To share memories or express condolences
online, visit biegafuneralhome.com.

Marlborough
Albert Charette
Memorial Gathering

There will be amemorial gathering for Albert
“Al” Evan Charette of Lee, Maine, formerly of
Marlborough, on Friday, June 7, from 5-8 p.m.,
at the American Legion Hall on Route 66 in
Marlborough.

Charette passed away May 7 at the age of 85,
with hisfamily and friends by hisside. His obitu-
ary ran in the May 17 Rivereast.

Marlborough
Harold Conrad Griesing

Harold Conrad
Griesing, 81, of South
Glastonbury, passed
away Monday, June 3, at
Marlborough Health
Center, after a long
battle with cancer. He
leaves behind hisloving
wife of 53 years,
Cynthia. Born in
Hazleton, Pa, helivedin
Glastonbury for 60
years.

Hal graduated from
Lehigh University in 1953 with a degree in Me-
chanical Engineering, where he was amember of
the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity and the Tau Beta
Pi honor society. He was employed at Pratt &
Whitney Aircraft/United Technologies in South
Windsor for 35 years, with hisfinal position asa
senior project manager. Whileat Pratt & Whitney,
Hal completed a master’s degree in engineering
management from Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute. He loved sports, especially skiing and golf;
he served as President of the Hartford Ski Club
and he was a member of the Captains Golf Club
in Brewster, MA, where he had a summer home.

Hal enjoyed serving the Glastonbury commu-
nity as a member of the Glastonbury Historical
Society, past president of the Exchange Club of
Glastonbury, and board member of the Chestnut
Hill Condominium Association. As a member of
the First Church of Christ Congregational, Hal
enjoyed volunteering on the transportation team
where he drove church members to medical ap-
pointments.

In addition to his wife, he leaves behind his
loving daughters, Jill (Griesing) Brown and her
husband Michael of Augusta, Ga., Holly
(Griesing) Murray and her husband, Thomas, of
Glastonbury. He also leaves his sister, Joan Held
and her husband, Ralph, of Orange; grandchil-
dren Elizabeth, Steven and Eric Brown and Anna,
Maryellen, Erin and Caroline Murray; severa
nieces and nephews; and a very special pet,
Maggie, who slept by his side during hisillness.

The family would like to thank Dr. Kevin
Schauer and his staff at the Helen and Harry Gray
Center, and aspecial thank you to thekind nurses
and staff at the Marlborough Health Center and
the Greater Hartford VNA Healthcare.

Thefuneral servicewill betoday, June 7, at 10
am., in the First Church of Christ, Congrega-
tional, 2183 Main St., Glastonbury. Buria will
follow in Green Cemetery, Glastonbury. Friends
called at the Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron
Ave., Glastonbury, Thursday, June 6.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made
in memory of Harold to the American Cancer
Society, 825 Brook St., Rocky Hill, CT. 06067
or the Glastonbury Exchange Club, PO. Box 641,
Glastonbury, CT. 06033.

For online condolences, visit mulryanfh.com.




