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Thanksfor All You Do...Katherine Kosiba, |eft, president of Colchester Garden
Club, accepts the Lillian M. Rathbun Award from Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut President Jacqueline Connell at the 2013 FGCCT Annual Awards
ceremony at the AquaTurf in Southington. The award was presented to Kosiba
for her extensive work through the Colchester Garden Club. See arelated story

Hebron School Board Delves I nto

by Geeta Schrayter

At their meeting last Thursday, Jan. 9,
Hebron Board of Education members spent
some time digging deeper into the proposed
$12.01 million budget for 2014-15.

Last month, after Superintendent of Schools
Jeff Newton presented the proposed budget for
the first time, board members were asked to
submit to him any questionsthey had about the
spending proposal. At last week’s meeting,
Newton provided a written list of these ques-
tions and their answers, as well as some
PowerPoint dlides to supplement the informa-
tion already provided.

The PowerPoint slides, Newton said, offered
some “additional breakdown” of the informa-
tion he provided at December’s meeting when
the budget was first presented. These break-
downsincluded the various unfunded mandates
the district was saddled with and their cost,
which totals $251,000.

Another slide depicted the number of class-
room sections at the schools over time, and
showed the number has been continuously de-
creasing since the 2007-08 year (from 60 sec-
tions in pre-kindergarten through sixth grade
down to 43 proposed for 2014-15) aswell asa
staff analysis that showed a decrease in staff
from 68.3 in 2012-13 to 60.5 estimated in
2014-15.

The dlides aso stressed that the proposed
budget, which is an increase of $64,805 or .49
percent over current year spending, isthesmall-
est increase since 2010-11 when therewas a0
percent increase (in the five years prior to that,
the increases were all over 1 percent).

Asfar asthequestions Newton received, they
ranged from why certain accountsincreased or
decreased to what the meaning was of particu-
lar lineitems.

For example, one board member had asked
what “ Teacher Specias’ was. Newton'sanswer
explained it's aterm used in specia education
“to budget for speech, social work and psycho-
logical services”

Another member had wondered why there
was a decrease in money set aside for curricu-
lum development (from $19,320 in the current
budget to $12,500 proposed for next year) when
that seemed to be a “key need” with the Com-
mon Core changes. Thiswas explained as due
toachangein theway curriculum devel opment
is handled; last year's budget supported three
daysof curriculum devel opment after the school
year ended for approximately 25 teachers, as
well as some ongoing work by a few teachers
during the school year.

However, changeswere made after that setup
didn’'t work as effectively as planned. Instead,

Water Talk Returns
to East Hampton

by Elizabeth Bowling

East Hampton's on-again, off-again discus-
sion of amunicipal water system ramped back
up last Thursday, Jan. 9, when about 45 mem-
bers of the public attended a special “water
workshop” held by the Town Council.

Of those 45, many spoke, with some express-
ing strong opinions and even outrage about the
water situation in town.

Town Council Chairwoman Barbara Moore
told thosein attendancethat the council is“wide
open for ideas” She added, “We're here to
learn.”

Vincent Susco, the public utilities adminis-
trator of East Hampton’sWater Pollution Con-
trol Authority, kicked off theworkshop. Hetook
to East Hampton High School’slibrary podium
and explained that the town established task
forces in the past in attempts to bring about a
town water system.

Susco said the first task force, the Public
Water System Task Force, wasformed in 1996.
After years of work, the town in 2007 held a
referendum on a $28 million proposal to bring
water to the Village Center, but the proposal
failed.

A second task force, called the Water Devel -
opment Task Force, was established in 2007.
Whilethe 2007 task force still exists, there has
been very little activity regarding the munici-
pal water system since 2010, Susco said.

After Susco’s brief explanation of the
town’swater history, East Hampton residents

the decision was made to complete curriculum
work through substitute release time for teach-
ers(when asubstitute comesin, thereby allow-
ing the teacher to work on curriculum devel op-
ment instead of classroom instruction) and ad-
ditional half-days so the work could be done
without funds or substitutes— the amount pro-
posed for next year represents these changes.

Another question inquired as to why there
was a large increase in the office supply line
for the two schools (from $8,490 in the current
year’s budget for Hebron Elementary School
t0 $18,532.64 proposed for 2014-15; and from
$8,490 in the current year’'s budget for Gilead
Hill School to $14,050 proposed).

“With principal input, this budget better re-
flects building needs,” Newton wrote.

At the meeting, board member Ramon Bieri
asked for detailsasto what wasincluded in the
supply line amount for each school.

Hebron Elementary School Principal Amy
Campbell explained the increase there was for
the replacement of three large office items she
called “quite dated or broke.” Money was in-
cluded to replace a large paper cutter, alami-
nator and a die-cutting machine —all of which
she said are used by the teachers.

These items, she said, have “passed their
time.”

took thefloor.

Resident Jim Gooch, also a member of the
Economic Development Commission (EDC),
addressed the town’s “unique opportunity” to
decide “how we want our community to look,
for the next 50 to 150 years, by deciding ex-
actly how and where we want to supply water.”

He explained that the town isin a position
now to determine whether to develop either
within theVillage Center or to “ spraw!” devel-
opment at the outskirts of the town, such ason
routes 16 or 66. But, hefurthered, according to
the EDC’s Plan of Conservation and Develop-
ment (POCD), the commission doesn’t want the
town to sprawl. Rather, the POCD states that
East Hampton should “ maintain its small-town
character” but have a“vibrant center,” Gooch
said. He added that whatever the town decides
now will determine if East Hampton remains
rural or becomes suburban.

He prompted his fellow residents to “imag-
inewhere the next 5,000 houseswill bebuiltin
town.”

He said if more water isn’t supplied to the
Village Center, then development there would
cap. Thus, “the decision to do nothingisjust as
much adecision as to do something,” he said.

Gooch added that doing nothing is free for
the town now, but will be very expensive later.

Resident Larry Lawrence expressed a simi-
lar concern regarding current or future devel-

See Water Talk Page 2

Budget

“So at least at our school that’sabig portion
of theincrease thisyear — | wouldn’t anticipate
it continuing in the future,” she said.

Another reason for the increase was for the
return of agenda books for the students,
Campbell explained, which had been cut the
last two years but were included again in re-
sponse to feedback about how much they were
missed.

Over at Gilead Hill School, Principal Eric
Brody said he also needed a new lamination
machine. In addition, he explained money for
paper, which had previously been included in
central office monies, had been pulled out, and
was now being budgeted with each school’s
office supplies.

“Some other thingsshifted,” hesaid. “| don’'t
think it's so much that anything has changed,
it'sjust how the accounting works.”

“You're going to see alot of those percent-
ages look very skewed because [some things
are] alocated differently this year,” Newton
explained at the meeting.

(However, during public comment, Board of
Finance liaison Malcolm Leichter said the
board should focus on dollar amounts morethan
the percentages, because that’s what taxpayers
are concerned with.)

See School Board Page 2
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Water Talk cont. from Front Page
opments in town without additional water.

Lawrencesaid, “1’mjust questioning whether
there should be some sort of more detailed ap-
provals of further development, whether it's
individual houses or larger developments in
town, until this problem isfinally solved. I'm
not saying an all-out moratorium, but at least
an intelligent consideration of the water de-
mands before things are approved.”

Mark Barmasse, the chairman of the Water
and Sewer Commission and a member of the
Weater Development Task Force, also echoed
Gooch’'s concern for the town’s future.

“Thistown, in order to basically addressthe
water issue, first needsto decide what it wants
tobewhenit growsup,” Barmasse said. “ Once
we decide what we should do, then we can fig-
ureout how to do it. And much of the engineer-
ing work that was done previously as part of
thewater system devel opment can beused asa
basis of information to then ... do aninitial as-
sessment of what alternatives would be and
what costs might be.”

Barmasse said it would be necessary for the
town’swater goalsto bereflected in the POCD
as well as zoning regulations “because one
doesn’'t work without the other.”

He added that having a water system in the
Village Center isthe “minimum goal” in order
to further develop there.

But regarding the possibility of putting a
water system in at the Village Center, resident
Larry Lowesaid, “Who'sgoing to pay for this?
Sinceit’sonly benefiting asmall portion of the
community are they paying the bill, or are we
going to have to pay for it city-wide?’

Lowe said he was also concerned about the
longevity of whatever the town decides to do,
urging the Town Council not to come up witha
“short-term repair for along-term problem.”

* k% %

Ed Jackowitz, a member of both the 1996
water task forcein East Hampton and the CEO
of American Digtilling, Inc. —awitch hazel dis-
tilling plant located in town, aso spoke out at
last Thursday’s workshop.

Hesaid, “ Thereisno question that the water
quality in the town of East Hampton is not
good,” specifically noting that the water has
“iron al over the place.”

He said that the wells at his plant are good,
but his company would be happy to hook onto
atown water system.

Jackowitz furthered that over the years, the
problem with developing atown water system
has been the cost.

“1t'salways been: kick the ball downtheroad
from time to time. And that’s where we sit to-
day,” he said. “Every time we kick this ball
down theroad, it’sincreased the cost more and
more and more and more.”

He said the town’s wells should eventually
belocated at Oakum Dock Road, “becauseitis
the only place that can ensure along-term wa-
ter supply for thistown.”

“Rock wellsdo not work,” he furthered, not-
ing that East Hampton currently has a sewer
system but “you are constantly adding water to
that sewer system, which is going down the
Connecticut River.”

Jackowitz said if the town turned the project
over to a private company such as Connecticut
Water, it might wind up costing more than if
the town handled the work itself.

“In addressing the water system here, thisis
about the health, safety and welfare of thetown.
The problem is not going to go away; it's go-
ing to get worse,” he said, adding that if the
town suffers from a bad drought, there would
surely be people with no water.

Jackowitz also mentioned that if the town had
agood municipal water system, thenthetown’s
classification would change regarding fire pro-
tection, leaving every resident to benefit ontheir
homeinsurance.

“When are you going to pick up thetab?’ he
asked. “| hope that this Town Council will try
to take the bull by the horns. | hope that the
whole town will unite behind this once and for
al”

East Hampton resident John Hines chal-
lenged Jackowitz to invest in a water system
for the town.

Jackowitz responded, “1 will. I'll be one of
the biggest payers.”

Hines continued, “If this thing was going to
move forward, somebody would have stepped
up and said — Connecticut Water or one of these
other major companieswould have camein and
said, “We'll develop the system for you, and
here'sthe cost.” Thetown doesn’t know how to
build awater system.”

He also said he wouldn’'t want to pay for a

water system that he wouldn't directly benefit
from.

“Thecost of itisthe stumbling block —that’s
the ball that we're kicking down the road,”
Hinessaid. “If you can’t put itin and giveit to
the whole town, why should the whole town
have to pay for this?You can say that, ‘ Oh the
businesses with benefit and the tax rate might
come down and this and that and the other
thing, but only afew people are going to ben-
efit by awater system in the town here.

“Itisneeded,” he continued. “1"m not going
to dispute the need for a water system in the
town — and it will happen at some point but
you have to come up with away that those that
aregoing to useit and are going to benefit by it
are going to bear the cost of it.”

* % %

One resident who said she would directly
benefit from a town water system is Lori
Wilcox, who lives on Hawthorne Road — on
the east side of the lake — and does not have
drinkable water.

“1 haveto buy my water,” shesaid last Thurs-
day. “ Secondly, | happen to haveashallow well
so in the summer | literally can do one load of
laundry for aday. | haveto plan very carefully.”

Wilcox echoed Hines, however, in saying
even peoplewho wouldn’t benefit directly from
awater systemintheVillage Center would ben-
efit indirectly, as hopefully more businesses
would come in and taxes would go down for
individuals.

Resident Dean Markham, meanwhile, of-
fered an ideato cut costs.

He suggested apublic/private partnership that
would develop awater bottling company. The
company could then market some of the water.

“Bottled water is one of the biggest com-
modities in the marketplace. It isn’'t going
away,” he said, furthering that the town could
use the money it makes from the bottled water
to “jumpstart” building a plant.

Other residents said they’d like to be very
informed about any water-related progress.

For example, John Tuttle, aformer vice chair-
man of the Town Council, said it would beim-
portant this time around — if the town moves
forward with plans for a water system — to
present the public with alot of information.

“Information is paramount,” he said.

Tuttle, like others, also talked about the cost
of such aproject.

“The only viable way to make this work is
that everyone in town is going to have to sup-
port this” hesaid. “Clearly the userswould pay
hook up-fees and usage fees’ but, he added,
the system would benefit the entire community
in terms of jobs and retail opportunities.

“1t'd be naive to think the system could be
paid for solely by those on the system,” Tuttle
said.

Resident Barbara Suprono, in addition to
echoing the remarks of many who spoke be-
fore her, said one of her concernsis regarding
any chemicals that would be put in her water.

“1 don’t want to drink river water that’sgot a
ton of chlorineinit,” she said. “I'd rather deal
with alittleiron in my water than be drinking
all these chemicals”

* % %

Members of the council expressed their
thoughts to the members of the audience to
conclude the workshop.

Moore said, “I don’t think that putting in a
water system generally meansthat we'regoing
to develop the town.”

She furthered, “It’'s not for more develop-
ment; that’s not the point. The point isthat we
areacommunity and we need to hel p each other
and we're asmall community.”

Council member Ted Hintz echoed Moore.
He said, “To say that a water system of any
sizeisjust thereto develop thetown, | think, is
amisstatement.”

Hintz also expressed that it would bea* great
thing” to get members of theformer water task
forcesback together to get new plansin action.

Vice Chairman of the council Kevin Reich
sang asimilar tune.

“We have been over and over this topic for
years,” he said. “I’m hopeful that those folks
who were on that |ast committee would bewill-
ing to give us alittle more of their time so that
we can resurrect that committee, look at the
information that they spent countlesshours pre-
paring and then use that as our first and natural
step to move forward because we need to move
forward.

“1’m not thinking of water to support more
businesses other than the downtown area,”
Reich added. “I would like awater system that
will assist the people who are my neighbors.”

School Board cont. from Front Page

The alocation changes are due to the first-
time use of the Phoenix Financial Management
System to present the budget.

The system is being used “in an effort to
improve transparency in budget development,”
Newtonwrote. “Whilethisprovidesagreat deal
of information, the format is dictated by the
software and meets accounting protocol. Aswe
move forward wewill ook into what modifica-
tions can be made to more clearly present the
information.”

Also in atransparency effort, budget infor-
mation presented at last week’s meeting (in-
cluding the question and answer sheet that was
distributed and the PowerPoint slides) as well
asthe December meeting has been made avail-
able onthe district website hebron.k12.ct.usby
clicking “Budget Information.”

Discussion on the budget was scheduled to
continue at the next Board of Education meet-
ing, which was held | ast night after presstime.

Colchester Police Investigate
Rash of Credit Card Fraud

by Geeta Schrayter

A criminal investigation is currently un-
derway in Colchester after the discovery of
nearly three dozen credit card fraud and
identity theft cases in town, dating back to
late last year.

In arelease sent out by the Connecticut
State Police, it was explained the Col chester
resident trooper supervisor, Sgt. Joe Mer-
cer, and town officials have been working
cooperatively with other local, state and fed-
eral authorities on the investigation, which
isrelated to approximately 35 cases of iden-
tity theft that occurred beginning in late No-
vember.

After observing a “marked increase” in
the number of identity theft complaints, the
release stated a pattern was found that pin-
pointed the | chiban Asian Bistro restaurant
as the location where the credit card infor-

mation was compromised.

As aresult of the investigation, a search
warrant was served at a Norwich residence
where evidencein the case was discovered,
and an arrest was made of a female con-
nected to identity theft in Rhode Island, the
rel ease explained.

The investigation is considered “active’
and additional arrestsare anticipated, but Po-
lice said thefts have stopped since the in-
vestigation progressed and no new com-
plaints have been received.

According to therel ease, management at
Ichiban has been “very cooperative” and
steps have been taken to protect patrons
moving forward. Anyone with information
related to the investigation is asked to con-
tact the Col chester resident trooper’s office
at 860-537-7270.

Colchester Police News

1/6: State Police said Scudder Evans, 20, of
17 Fairview Run, Marlborough, turned himsel f
into Troop K on an outstanding warrant and was
charged with first-degree failure to appear and
disorderly conduct.

1/7: State Police said Kecia M. Goodwin,
47, of 6 Cove Rd., Moodus, was arrested on an
outstanding warrant and charged with second-
degree failure to appear and failure to pay or
plead.

1/9: State Police said Corinne M. Ciochini,

Marlborough

Police News

1/7: State Police said Stephen Rose, 42, of
392 Hampton Rd., Chaplin, was charged with
DUI.

1/14: State Police said Aleksander Bejleri,
36, of 1710 Meriden Rd., Waterbury, was
charged with DUI, speeding and operating a
motor vehicle without alicense.

East Hampton

Police News

1/2: Anne M. Heselton, 49, of 64 Main St.,
was arrested for DUI and failure to driveright,
East Hampton Police said.

26, of 156 Halls Hill Rd, Apt. 5, was arrested
and charged with sixth-degree larceny.

1/9: State Police said Robert T. Abbott, 48,
of 191 Robin Rd., Glastonbury, was arrested
and charged with speeding, operating under the
influence of drugs/alcohol and failure to have
lightslit and devicesilluminated.

1/12: State Police said Brittany A. Rondeau,
25, of 18 High Meadow Rd., Marlborough,
turned herself in on an active arrest warrant and
was charged with second-degree forgery.

Hebron Police News

1/7: State Police said Richard Burger, 50, of
159 Blue St., Winchester, was charged with
DUI and possession of firearmswhileunder the
influence of drugs or acohol.

1/8: State Police said LisaK arvoski-Grasso,
47, of 98 Hunt Rd., Columbia, was arrested and
charged with DUI following an accident.

1/13: State Police said Alexander Philbrook,
43, of 461 Wall St., was arrested on aPRAWN
warrant for second-degree failure to appear.



New Andover Senior Van Coming?

by Geeta Schrayter

When the Andover town budget for 2014-15
is approved in May, Cathy Palazzi hopes the
spending package will include $50,000 to al-
low an additional senior van to roll into town.

Currently two larger vans, which can seat
around 12 and 20 people, are utilized to help
make the world a bit more accessible to
Andover’s seniors. These vans take seniors on
different recreational trips, to the senior lun-
cheons, FoodShare, for groceries and shopping
at other stores. The vans also are used to trans-
port people to medical appointments — and
Palazzi, Andover’s senior transportation coor-
dinator, feels that, for this purpose, a smaller
van would be more appropriate.

Palazzi explained this week a smaller van
would be more convenient and economical. She
said sometimes there may be a single senior
with an appointment on a given day and using
the bigger vansis “such awaste of gas”

“We pay for fuel, then we're taking one per-
son there, waiting [for them to finish] and then

taking them back,” she said. “We decided it
would be much more economical to have a
minivan.”

Along with saving on gas money, anew van
could help with expenditures. Palazzi said there
have been “enormous expenditures’ for repairs
ontheother vans, sincethey’renow 10-12 years
old and have seen increased use lately.

In addition, a smaller van would make it
easier to park and turnaround at locationswhere
parking can sometimes be an issue, such asthe
hospitals.

Selectwoman Elaine Buchardt, who is aso
a member of the Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP) committee and the selectmen’sliaison to
the Senior Transportation Committee, furthered
those thoughts. She reiterated the two current
vans “have been breaking down a lot” and
added, “They’revery difficult to use, tojust take
one passenger to the doctor’s office and find a
parking spot.

“We have alwaysneeded asmall van, for just
one or two peoplewith awheelchair,” she con-
tinued. “It will certainly save on gas. | found
out we get eight to 12 miles per gallon for the
larger oneswhich isridiculous.”

Buchardt said a van was needed that was
“more efficient” and newer.

With a new van, she summarized, “we fig-
ured we'd save on maintenance and gas and
have the convenience of being able to find a
normal parking space at the hospital or doctor’s
office we bring [seniors] to,” she stated and
concluded “we aways needed it.”

Thevan, which would be retrofitted to make
it handicapped-accessible, would be paid for
out of the CIP account —and Buchardt said this
would be a good year for the purchase, since
the only other CIP request was for $16,000 for
16 communication devices for the fire depart-
ment. These devices would attach to their air
packs and allow firefighters to communicate

Car-Charging Station Grant Approved

by Geeta Schrayter

This week Hebron received news sooner
than they expected, but the news was not un-
welcome: the town was approved to receive a
$5,000 state grant for theinstallation of an elec-
tric car charging station at the Town Hall.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney applied for
the grant last month, and told the Rivereast last
week he expected to find out if the money were
approved “within acouple of months.” Instead,
he found out Wednesday.

“I"'m very happy of course” he said. “I'm
glad for the quick turnaround. Thisisaproject
| think is going to be somewhat easy to imple-
ment.”

The total cost of the project is $11,000,
whichincludesinstallation of the ChargePoint
Dual Charging Station and the portion not cov-
ered by the grant will come from the Town’s
Capital Non-Recurring fund. The station will
be available for use by residents, commuters
and employees and will show up on a charg-
ing station application drivers can use to find
nearby stations.

Inaletter sent to Tierney, Daniel Esty, com-
missioner of the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection, applauded Hebron
for having “foresight” by recognizing the op-
portunities available through the introduction
of electric vehicles(EVs) inthe state, and said
the town’s charging station would bring Con-
necticut “one step closer towards our goal of
ensuring that everyoneinterested in owning an
EV knows that they will aways have access

to EV-charging stations when needed.”

Now that the grant has been approved,
Tierney said the next step would be to solicit
prices for the project.

“I"'m going to contact some vendors we
know, at least four of them, and pick the most
qualified vendor and move forward with the
installation,” he said.

Tierney explained Town Hall was chosen
as the location for the station because it al-
ready had an electrical panel that could be used
for the station that was put in place when a
new generator was recently installed.

“That was the reason it was easier to make
the decision to put the charging station here
versus the library, which is more central,” he
said. “The electrical system there would have
needed substantial upgrades, so that wouldn'’t
have been fiscally responsible.”

Tierney furthered he anticipated the station
would beinstalled sometimeinApril, “ assoon
as there’s some good weather after the win-
ter”

Around the same time as that installation
the town will also be ableto apply for an addi-
tional grant through the Department of Trans-
portation for the purchase of an EV for the
town — something Tierney called the “biggest
plus”

“March or April is when the DOT comes
out with grants for electric cars, and now we
can apply for that,” he said, adding that the
cars and charging stations have been “well-

received” intownssuch asMansfield and Cov-
entry, which have already made grant-aided
purchases of the items.

In Coventry, an el ectric charging station was
installed in November and a hybrid car is cur-
rently being used by Town Manager John
Elsesser. Elsesser said this week that, so far,
the town was “very happy” with both.

Heexplained thecar, aFord C-MAX, which
isaso referred to as a plug-in hybrid, has the
ability to run on full battery power, a mix of
battery and gas or full gas. Between the three,
the car has a 600-mile range. Running on all
electric, it can go about 15 miles, “which is
fine for around-town use,” Elsesser said.

In hybrid mode, he furthered, the car got
about 45 miles to the gallon. Since October,
when the town received the car, the gas tank
has only been filled three times, Elsesser said,
and the car has had about 2,200 miles put on
it.

“So far it lives up to our expectations’ he
said, adding “the only thing to get used to is
how quietitis”

In addition, an electric car meant a slight
change in routine, since Elsesser said he had
to get in the habit of plugging the car in when
he gets to the Town Hall.

“It's just a new routing” he said, adding it
only takes afew seconds and requires nothing
more, unlike pumping gas where, he laughed,
“you have to hold the handle in therain.”

without taking out their mouthpiece or using
walky-talkies.

“Thiswill make [the packs] state-of-the-art
and safer,” Buchardt said.

The cost of the communication devices and
the van will beincluded in the CIP budget for
the coming year along with $33,000 as part of
an annual |ease-to-purchase amount approved
for atown dump truck last year.

In total, the CIP request for the upcoming
year is“alittle over $99,000,” Buchardt said.
That amount, which she called “reasonable,”
has been approved by the CIP Committee and
the Board of Selectmen and is now headed for
the Board of Finance.

“It'suptothemtoletit pass,” Buchardt said,
“and then, of course, it's ultimately up to the
town.”

And, if Palazzi gets her wish, that ultimate
decision will be one that brings a new van to
Andover for the town’s seniors.

INn Hebron

Elsesser said he* absolutely” recommended
other townsfollow suit and get acharging sta-
tion and electric car.

“For our property taxes it's a winner,” he
said.

The car Elsesser used previously, which was
also a hybrid they received through the DOT
grant program about three years ago, replaced
a 15-year-old SUV the town had been using
that got about 10 miles to the gallon.

“So there's multiple savings on our opera-
tional cost,” he said.

In Hebron, Tierney said he had no plans to
use the EV like Elsesser, but it would instead
replace some of the police cruisers the town
turns over to be used by different employees.

The DOT grant would cover $15,000 out of
approximately $30,000 for the EV, and Tierney
said the gas savings from the vehicle would
end up covering the cost of the electricity at
the charging station, which has an approximate
annual cost of $1,180.

The addition of the charging station and an
EV in town would create a situation Tierney
said made him “very ecstatic,” and Esty added
would help Connecticut “meet our state's en-
ergy and environmental goals while spurring
economic development.”

“1 thank you for helping us send the mes-
sage that EVs are a key part of Connecticut’s
cheaper, cleaner, morereliable energy future,”
Esty concluded.
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Erratic Driver Causes Police Pursuit

by Elizabeth Bowling

A Middletown man was arrested last Thurs-
day, Jan. 9, after he allegedly evaded multiple
crashes in Portland and East Hampton, ulti-
mately leading police on a high-speed chase
through East Hampton, according to a press
release from the state Department of Public
Safety/Division of State Palice.

James Millett, 50, of Middletown, was driv-
ing a 1997 Mitsubishi Talon with a New York
license plate through the two towns at around
2:30 p.m., when he evaded four collisions be-
forefinaly losing control and coming to a“fi-
nal rest” on Route 16 near Flatbrook Road in
East Hampton, the press release stated.

Theresa Goss, 57, of East Hampton, was in
the Mitsubishi’s front passenger seat.

According to Sgt. Scott Cunningham of the
Portland Police Department, the first two
crashes occurred within aminute of one another
in Portland.

Cunningham said the first occurred at 2:22
p.m. when Millett “ struck from behind” aTown
of Portland vehiclethat was stopped in the left
lane going southbound on Main Street, attempt-
ing to make aleft turn onto Route 66.

Thedriver of thetown vehicle, aFord E1 50
van, was town employee Karen Perruccio.
Perruccio was the sole occupant of the van and
did not sustain any injuries. The van obtained

“minor damage” Cunningham said.

Within a minute of the first crash, the sec-
ond one occurred, Cunningham said. Millett
took a left turn off of Main Street onto Route
66 and was traveling eastbound. He traveled
about one mile — he got to the Tri Town Foods
intersection at 316 Marlborough St. — before
he rear-ended a second vehicle. The second
vehicle was a 2002 Jeep Liberty, driven by
Bernice Schaller, 31, of East Hampton.

Millett evaded the scene once again,
Cunningham said, and continued traveling east-
bound on Route 66. Schaller followed Millett
eastbound on Route 66 for about a mile and
then pulled over, Cunningham said. Millett, on
the other hand, continued eastbound on Route
66 toward East Hampton.

Schaller sustained minor injuries from the
accident and was transported to Middlesex
Hospital via ambulance. Her Jeep had “minor
right rear damage,” Cunningham affirmed.

Once in East Hampton, Millett then drove
from Route 66 to Route 16, according to East
Hampton Police Chief Sean Cox, and was in-
volved in athird rear end collision near Chest-
nut Hill Road in East Hampton. Millett struck
astate vehicle, which sustained “minor rear end
damage,” Cox said. The state employee oper-
ating the vehicle was the sole occupant.

Again, Millett evaded the scene and contin-
ued to operate the vehicle “erratically” head-
ing eastbound on Route 16, according to the
pressrelease.

But at that time, Cox said, East Hampton
Police had already received reports and were
waitingin strategic locationsin an effort to“in-
tercept” Millett, who Cox affirmed had trav-
eled from Route 66 up Route 16 toward
Colchester “at a very high rate of speed.” Ad-
ditionally, police observed Millett “weaving all
over theroad,” Cox said.

“We observed the collision at Chestnut Hill
Road. Then we attempted to stop him,” Cox
said. “He was clearly demonstrating a lack of
concern for human life at that point.”

Millett then crossed over into the travel por-
tion of Route 16 and side swiped another ve-
hicle near Route 196, Cox said.

The vehicle that got side swiped, a 1995
Toyota Corolladriven by Thomas Simmons, 32,
of Colchester, was heading westbound.

Cox said the Toyota sustained “moderate
damage,” for example, “chunks of the car were
missing.” However, with the exception of acut
in his hand due to a piece of glass, Simmons
sustained no injuries, Cox affirmed.

Millett evaded this crash scene as well, but

East Hampton Police continued their pursuit
until finally Millett “lost control and crossed
over into the westbound lane and struck the
guardrail and cametofinal rest in the eastbound
lane,” the press rel ease stated.

Cox explained further that Millett “ drove off
totheright shoulder,” then sideswiped aguard-
rail on the opposite side of the road, and spun
back to the side of the road he had started on.

Once the car came to afinal rest, police of-
ficers “immediately” transitioned from their
vehicle pursuit into employing “life-saving ef -
forts’ for the two inside, Cox affirmed. Cox
also acknowledged the assistance of off-duty
state troopersin aiding in these efforts.

Millett and Goss both sustained serious in-
juries, according to the police press release.
Millett wastransported viaL ifestar to Hartford
Hospital and Goss was flown via Lifestar to
St. Francis Hospital.

Goss was discharged Wednesday but infor-
mation on Millett’s condition was not available
as of presstime.

* % %

An investigation by the State Police Colli-
sion Analysis Reconstruction Squad is ongo-
ing, state police said.



EHHS Renovation Project to Be Scaled Down

by Elizabeth Bowling

The Board of Education reviewed an enroll-
ment projection report at its meeting Monday
that showed adeclinein student enrollment for
upcoming years—thusrequiring asmaller reno-
vate-as-new high school building project.

Theinitial eight-year enrollment projection
from the New England School Development
Council (NESDEC) was incorrect; it was off
by about 51 students, or 10 percent, according
to Vice Chairperson of the High School Build-
ing Committee Michele Barber. (Barber pre-
sented the progress of the committee at Tues-
day night’s Town Council meeting. Shewas not
present at Monday night’s Board of Education
meeting.)

Superintendent of SchoolsDiane Dugassaid
the NESDEC numberslast year were “inaccu-
rately reported and included the special educa
tion numberstwice”

The corrected projection, which wasreleased
last week, according to Barber, reported that
East Hampton's enrollment numbers for the
next eight years are currently at their highest —
527 students — and will decline in upcoming
years.

Incalculating itsprojections, NESDEC |ooks
at the number of homes built in a town, the
number of birthsin atown and additional fac-
torsthat could impact long-range projectionin
atown.

Dugaslisted the approval of the high school
building project and the possibility of full-day
kindergarten as factors that could impact en-
rollment.

According to Barber, the town can use the
highest enrollment number within NESDEC's
eight-year projection when applying for state
grant reimbursement rates, which is what the
committee did for the high school renovation
project.

Barber said that because of the incorrect en-
rollment projection, the EHHS building’s sche-
matic design now needs to be scaled down
dlightly fromitsoriginal design, asthe amount
of square footage necessary was based on those
incorrect numbers.

Dugas affirmed, “We don’t need to build a
space aslarge aswhat we had anticipated given
the numbers are going to be declining.”

Barber explained that now the architectsare
working to cut out 5,000 sg. ft. from the
125,600-sq. ft. project, but “the differencesare
small,” sheaffirmed. For example, one proposal

includes eliminating a science lab, shrinking
the cafeteria, and turning some athletics space
into storage space.

Board of Education member Bill Marshall
said Monday that this downsizing would lower
the project’s overall cost — it currently stands
at $51.69 million — but cautioned thisin turn
would lead to the state's projected reimburse-
ment also dropping, thus not necessarily de-
creasing the project’s cost to the town.

However, Dugas affirmed the redesign would
not cost the town any more money than origi-
nally anticipated.

Marshall then recalled when the New En-
gland Association of Schools and Colleges
(NEASC) reviewed East Hampton High School
during the 2006-07 school year.

“The NEASC report recommended a mod-
ernization of thefacility,” hesaid. “ Enrollment
was not what drove this project.”

Town Council member Ted Hintz expressed
concern during Barber’s presentation Tuesday
night regarding eliminating asciencelab, asone
of the NEASC requirements for accreditation
was in regards to the school’s science labs.

Barber affirmed that even with the potential
elimination of a science lab, the project would
still be up to NEASC's standards.

“Therewill bethe new lab. The new lab will
be up to date,” she said. “It may mean that one
lab has to be shared”

For exampl e, ascienceteacher could teach a
lecture in a classroom, and only use the sci-
ence lab for lab periods, Barber explained.

“The end result of it isit’'s going to be less
sguare footage. And less square footage means
that the overall price of the project will be de-
creased,” she said.

But, like Marshall said, Barber stressed that
doesn’t necessarily mean the town'’s portion of
the bill isgoing to decrease because the state’'s
reimbursement may also decrease; however the
actual amount of state reimbursement will re-
main unknown until the project is completed,
Barber said.

Hintz noted that East Hampton's state reim-
bursement rate for thisyear could beashigh as
52.5 percent of the project cost, but next year
the maximum is increasing to 58.21 percent.
He suggested that if the reimbursement isn’t
“great” this year, then maybe the town could
hold off and resubmit for the state grant next
year.

However, Barber said Thursday there’'d be
no point in holding off for another year; the
town is bound by the 52.5 percent reimburse-
ment rate that existed when the project was
approved at referendum last June.

Barber told the council Tuesday the project
should get out to bid as soon as possiblein or-
der to be the most cost-effective.

“Every day that we don’'t get this moving
forward and get those bids out is a day that the
bids can go up,” she said.

Sofar, Barber said, “ Our contingencieswent
up, not down. In other words, we have not used
as much money as we thought we were going
to use and it gets put back into the contingen-
cies”

Once the state approves the town’s grant —
which the committee anticipates will happen
inthe summer —the process of going out to bid
will begin.

“Theultimategoal, of course, isto be shovel-
ready” as soon as the state approves the grant,
Barber said.

The groundbreaking of the new high school
isscheduled for November of thisyear and the
project is due to be completed by the summer
of 2018.

Barber informed the Town Council Tuesday
that the project’s grant application to the state
of Connecticut received a “priority level B,
which Barber called a “quite high priority
level”

* k% %

Also regarding enrollment, Dugas said the
number of students from East Hampton who
opt to attend magnet school s hasincreased from
2110 111 in the past four years.

But according to the NESDEC report, the
impact of the new high school building should
bring back about 30 percent of those magnet
school students, or 33 students.

The district is aso trying to retain students
by marketing some of itsimpressive accolades.
For example, East Hampton High School has
appeared on the Advanced Placement Honor,
received sports recognition in the form of
Michael’s Cup, and received positive School
Performance Index rankings, Dugas said.

* k% %

Dugasal so discussed the budget calendar this
year. She explained that the budget should re-
flect the board’s goals, which are: to “engage
al students in integrated curriculum that fos-

tersessential life skills of critical thinking and
reasoning, collaboration and communication,
problem solving and innovation;” to “prepare
all students for college, career and life by ad-
vancing digital literacy;” and to “ensure that
all students are taught and led by highly quali-
fied professionals through the continuous im-
provement of feedback and reflection provided
through the advancement of professiona learn-
ing communities.”

Dugas said the school board’s budget goals
“really support thosethreegoas’ and take small
steps each year over a three- to five-year pro-
cess to bring East Hampton students to where
they should be academically.

The superintendent will present her proposed
2014-15 budget to the Board of Education at a
special meeting Monday, Feb. 3, and budget
workshops will be held throughout February.
The board will vote on the spending proposal
Monday, Feb. 24, and is required to submit it
to the Board of Finance by March 1.

Minnick asked how much money the board
needed to spend to meet the technology needs
of the state mandated Common Core State Stan-
dards and the Smarter Balanced Testing. He
noted that the cost to the board would be offset
by East Hampton’s grant money from the state
of Connecticut for technology improvements,
with which the board decided to purchase
Chromebooks.

School Board Chairman Ken Barber assured
Minnick that the information would come for-
ward during the budget presentation and work-
shop process.

* k% %

Also at Monday’s meeting, the board voted
for Dugas to gather information on brain inju-
ries related to secondary school football and
present that information to the policy and cur-
riculum sub-committee.

* % %

Theall-day kindergarten feasibility commit-
tee will make a presentation at the next regu-
larly scheduled East Hampton Board of Edu-
cation meeting, Monday, Jan. 27, at 7 p.m. at
the East Hampton High School library.

Parents are welcomed to attend a
superintendent’s forum Thursday, Jan. 30, at
6:30 p.m. at the East Hampton Middle School
mediacenter. Theforum will addressthe Com-
mon Core State Standards and the Smarter Bal-
anced Assessment.

Proposed Cul-De-Sac Draws Mixed Reviews in Portland

by Elizabeth Bowling

Residents of the Strickland Street neighbor-
hood attended Wednesday’s Board of Select-
men meeting to express their thoughts on the
possibility of turning Strickland Street into a
cul-de-sac asaresult of the Route 17 park com-
plex proposal.

The conceptual design for the park complex
includes two soccer fields, two Little League
fields, a basketball court, a cross country run-
ning trail, a playground, apicnic area, awalk-
ing trail, aconcession stand, arestroom build-
ing and a splash pad that could be user acti-
vated.

Portland purchased the 37 acres of land on
Route 17 back in 2006 for $500,000, which the
town has been paying off at $50,000 per yearfor
a 10-year span, First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield said.

Because Portland doesn’'t own a lot of the
recreational fields it uses, it planned to turn
this area into a place for soccer and baseball
fields and passive recreation, Bransfield ex-
plained.

A $238,000 grant from the state of Connecti-
cut isfunding the town’s planning for the land.
But the funding of the actual park is currently
undetermined. She affirmed that the cul-de-sac
could be completed prior to the implementa-
tion of the park.

Bransfield went on to explain the purpose of
the cul-de-sac, which would deter traffic from
the quiet neighborhood, and also push the en-
trance and exit to the park to Route 17.

“The specific proposal hasn’t been madeyet,
but what essentially is on the table is that
Strickland Street would become a cul-de-sac,”
Bransfield said. “| think that having the cul-de-
sac would benefit Strickland Street and could
benefit the entire neighborhood.”

Several nearby residents supported the cul-
de-sac idea, aswell.

Leslie and Joseph Lawler, of Dolores Road,

sent the board an email that was read aloud at
the meeting Wednesday night. They wrote that
they are in favor of the cul-de-sac idea if the
entrance to the park is on Route 17 rather than
Strickland Street because that would “ keep the
traffic on Route 17.”

The Lawlersalso expressed interest in being
able to “break down the barrier in case of fire
or emergency issues.”

Al Rosenthal, of Michael Drive, said in an
email it would be “logical” to turn Strickland
Street into acul-de-sac, asit would eliminate
alot of traffic going down Strickland Street,
though he would miss the neighborhood’s
short cut.

Rosenthal suggested atraffic light at the four
cornersintersection to offset anincreasein traf-
fic on Bartlett Street and Route 17.

Headded, “ The nicest thing about the neigh-
borhood ishow quietitis. I'm surethat will all
change with the park, especialy if the lights
areinstalled [for the soccer field].”

Another resident of Michael Drive submit-
ted an email in support of the conversion of
Strickland Street into a cul-de-sac, asit would
be “essential to preserving safety and security
of our neighborhood.”

Herequested that a“tall, chain-linked fence”
be provided to separate the park from the homes
in the neighborhood.

However, someresidentsweren't so keenon
theidea.

An email to Bransfield from Bill Hodge
called the idea of developing a park in town
“commendable, asit would provide some great
recreation space for the town, but | feel it'sa
much too ambitious plan for a town such as
Portland and that it won’t be maintained as it
needs to be and will eventually become an un-
attractive place.”

Hodge cautioned the town on making
Strickland Street acul-de-sac because of safety

concernsinvolved with traffic passing through
Gospel Lane to Bartlett Street.

Another letter from aresident wasread into
the minutes, stating that the resident was
“greatly concerned” about a“big city ideabe-
ing forced onto our peaceful Gospel Lane
community by a group of people who don’'t
appreciate what small town charm is all
about.”

Theresident said the proposed park complex
isa“terribleidea’ because the location is “far
too small and far too close to the surrounding
community.”

She said a park complex would replace the
“peace and quiet” of the neighborhood and
cause property values to plummet.

An email from another Portland resident
called the proposal for arecreation complex a
“frivolous project” and “non-essential.”

One resident who is new to Michael Drive
said shewas concerned that if Strickland Street
was turned into a cul-de-sac then the volume
of cars in the neighborhood would increase
because peoplewould park thereto cut through
to the park.

OliviaHandy, of Dolores Road, who attends
school in town, said her bus currently gets her
to school just on time, and if Strickland Street
isturned into a cul-de-sac, she'd likely be late
for schoal.

Additionally, she said people who liketo go
to bed early would be kept awake by night
gamesat thefuture park. For those reasons, she
said she doesn’'t support the cul-de-sac or the
park itself.

Once dl the residents in attendance got a
chanceto voice their opinions, Parks and Rec-
reations Director Sean Dwyer invited the pub-
lic to attend upcoming meetings of the park’s
planning committee.

* % %

Wednesday’s meeting of the selectmen also

included an informative presentation regarding
Portland’s newest clean energy initiative.

According to Andy Bauer, chairman of the
Clean Energy Task Force, Portland was named
a “pilot community” for Sagewell’s Energy
Efficiency Thermal Imaging Program.

Tim D’Souza, a representative from
Sagewell, presented an overview of the pro-
gram.

According to D’ Souza, Sagewell will take
thermal images—which measure ahome’s heat
loss— of each housein town. Then, if and only
if a homeowner requests a thermal image re-
port, Sagewell will provide the online report
based on the thermal image taken.

The online report includes a collection of
imagesand relativeratings. For walls, windows
and doors.

“Everyonehasenergy leaksin their homeand
they don’'t see anything so they don’'t do any-
thing about it,” he said. “What these [thermal]
imagesreally doisjust act asacatalyst for ac-
tion.”

But he said theimages do not replace having
an in home energy assessment.

“Theideaisto get peopleinvolved in energy
assessments,” he said.

* k %

The board aso heard from Lincoln White,
the town’s building official, at its meeting
Wednesday night.

White informed the board that 20 blight is-
sues in town have “been resolved,” and 14 re-
main.

He said, “So far | think we've been quite
successful in applying the blight to many
properties in town. There is still some ways
togo.”

* k% %

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Board of Selectmen will be held Wednesday,
Feb. 5, at 7:30 p.m. at Portland Library.



The Cumberland Farmsat thecorner of Route66 and High Street hasbeen razed,
and work is underway on a new and improved version of the gas station and
convenience store. The revamped store should be completed by June.

New and I mproved Cumberland
Farms Coming to Portland

by Elizabeth Bowling

Portland residents may have noticed achange
at the corner of Route 66 and High Street —the
Cumberland Farmsthat used to stand therewas
demolished last month to make room for anew
and improved version, which will takeits place
this summer.

According to Lincoln White, Portland’s
building official, the demolition permit wasis-
sued Nov. 27, 2013. The original building was
demolished in December and the new
Cumberland Farms should be completed by
June of thisyear.

Portland Land Use Administrator Deanna
Rhodes said the new gasstation will differ from
the original because it will be located further
back on the same lot and will be parallel with
the road.

White added that Cumberland Farms' “new
look™ isalready on display in Glastonbury and
Cromwell. He called the company’s new brand-
ing “apparent.”

Rhodes affirmed that the Cumberland Farms
in Portland will be “very similar” to theonein

Glastonbury, but will have a pitched roof on
the gas tank canopies.

“It'sareally significant project,” Rhodessaid
Tuesday, noting that the cost comes to
$1,161,000.

But, since it's a business, the rebuild won't
cost the town anything, White said.

“Cumberland Farmsis fully funding this as
their private property,” he said. “ The town has
no financial interestin it except for the hope of
acontinued successful enterprise.”

White explained that the renovation process
begins when the town accepts applications
through the land use office; then the town’s
development group meets informally as early
as possible during the planning stages of
projects to support and assist with the regula-
tory and permitting process.

Rhodes affirmed that the Cumberland Farms
project at 204 Marlborough St. was then ap-
proved by Planning and Zoning and thus is
moving right along.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

To say 2014 isoff to aless-than-swell start
for New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie would be
an understatement, obviously.

To put it briefly, since I’ m sure, if you've
been anywhere near anews outlet in the past
week you've heard all about it: Last Septem-
ber, several lanes on the George Washington
Bridge were closedr, causing huge traffic
jams. The move was ordered by Christie's
deputy chief of staff, Bridget AnneKelley, in
apparent retaliation for the mayor of Fort Lee,
N.J. (the town most impacted by the traffic
tie-ups) not supporting Christie’sre-election
campaign. The deputy chief of staff hassince
been fired, and Christe's been adamant that
he knew nothing about this. Still, many have
written his presidential ambitions are just
about finished — and | can’'t help but agree
thisdefinitely dentsany White House dreams.

Which is sort of ashame, because he’'sthe
one Republican | could actually see myself
voting for in 2016. He seemslike anice guy,
but beyond that, he'stough when he needsto
be, hasn’t enacted any policies| grossly dis-
approve of, and he also seems truly capable
of putting politics aside and people first. We
all saw that with Hurricane Sandy, when
Christieembraced President Obamawhen the
latter came to tour the damage and destruc-
tion left by the vicious storm. (By the way,
I’m still annoyed with the Republicans who
chastised Christie for being so friendly with
Obama. Really?1t was such ahuman moment.
Can't politics be shoved aside for amoment?
| found the criticism quite disgusting, and
saddening.)

Now, | realize the Christie of today and
the Christie what would have emerged after
the Republican National Committee machine
turned him into another GOP-bot may have
been two very different animals. But as of
now, | like Christie. And perhaps|’m being a
little naive, but | —for the moment, anyway —
am choosing to believe Christie himself re-
ally didn't know about the bridge scandal.

Still, there'sno arguing it makes him look
bad, inthat heA) appoints peopleto his cabi-
net who may not be on the up-and-up, and B)
isn't doing a great job of minding the store
(assuming, again, that he didn’t know what
Kelley was up to).

It'll beinteresting to see how thisall shakes
out. | hope I’'m proven right, that Christie
never knew about the lane closures. But even
if | am, | think hispresidential aspirationsare
introuble.

* k% *

Moving on to sunnier topics — did you all
watch the Golden Globes Sunday? | watched
the whole show, despite not seeing any of the
moviesthat were nominated. (I did alittle bet-
ter on the TV end, though — and was quite
glad to see Breaking Bad win big and Parks
and Recreation’sAmy Poehler take home her
first Globe). It was an entertaining three hours.
Poehler and Tina Fey hosted, asthey did last
year, and most of their jokes landed. My fa-
vorite (and, it ssemed, the audience’ saswell)
referenced amovie | haven't seen, but knew
enough about: Gravity, starring Sandra Bul-
lock and George Clooney. In the film — and
this is a pretty big SPOILER ALERT —
Clooney dies after he untethers himself from
Bullock in outer space and smply driftsaway.

Or, asFey describedit, Gravity is“the story
of how George Clooney would rather float
away and diethan spend another minute with
awoman his own age.”

(Clooney’s something of a man-about-
town, and often dates women who tend to be
agood deal younger than heis; for example,
the 52-year-old recently had a two-year
relationship with 34-year-old Stacy Kiebler.)

In addition to Fey and Poehler, there was
entertainment to be had in the acceptance
speeches themselves, as the award-winners
had sometimes perhaps had a bit too much
to drink before jumping up on stage. Mat-
thew McConaughey, winning the Best Ac-

tor award for the Dallas Buyers Club,
seemed to be channeling his inner David
Wooderson from Dazed and Confused, com-
plete with an “Alright, alright, alright.”
Emma Thompson presented an award with
adrink in one hand and her heelsin the other
—asshe'd taken them off since they’d proven
uncomfortable.

And then there was Jacqueline Bissett, who
won thefirst award of the night. After taking
a full minute to get up on stage, she gave a
rambling speech, full of pauses and not full
of awhole lot that made sense. Everybody
assumed she was quite in the bag already.
Maybe she was. But in her defense, she said
after the show she thought her award was to
be presented much later in the evening, so she
was totally unprepared. Plus, it was so early
in the night (I don’t even think it was 8:30
yet, which means it wasn’t quite 5:30 out in
LA, where the awards were presented), she
hadn’t even eaten dinner yet. She was, as she
later said, “completely out of it.”

It wasamemorable moment from the show,
to say theleast —and it’s not ashock the show
produced such amoment. The Golden Globes
basically sells itself as a big dinner party
where people get awards at —and also plenty
of alcohol. The awards will probably never
have the prestige that the Emmys and the
Oscars do for their respective industries (for
starters, the categories are a little weird; for
example, for TV the supporting actor and ac-
tress categories aren’t broken into any kind
of genre, resulting in stars of sitcoms, dra-
mas and TV movies all competing against
each other — how do you differentiate?), so
selling itself as “Hollywood's party night”
probably isn’t a bad gambit.

Theshow’'salot of fun, and | plantowatch
again next year —especialy if Fey and Poehler
are back.

* % %

Lastly, | know it seems like January just
started, but it’s never too early to think about
April 15 —the day taxes are due. And | got a
helpful notice sent to the paper thisweek, let-
ting me know that people can turn to thefolks
at AARP to help cope with tax-time stress.
From Feb. 1-April 15, AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide, a free tax assistance and preparation
program, helps taxpayers with basic federal
and state income tax returns.

The program is available to middle- and
low-income taxpayers, though AARP said
“gpecial attention” is given to those 60 and
older. It provides face-to-face tax assistance
servicesat 96 sitesacross Connecticut, includ-
ing libraries, and senior and community cen-
ters. Volunteers are trained and | RS-certified
every year, AARP said.

Last year, volunteers with the program
hel ped 30,000 Connecticut residentsfiletheir
taxes. If you'reinterested in being among that
number this year —and it sounds like a heck
of adeal, to be honest — call 1-888-AARP-
NOW (1-888-227-7669) or visit aarp.org/
texaide.

And as a reminder to those interested,
AARP said it needs to see: proof of identity
(picture or other documentation); all income
statements that apply to you; Social Security
number (Social Security card or Benefit State-
ment-Form SSA-1099) for you and all depen-
dents; a copy of last year's federal and state
tax returns; and, if directly depositing your
tax refund, your bank checking account and
routing numbers.

Remember, April will be here before you
know it. In alot of ways, that’s agood thing.
It brings warmer weather. It brings the base-
ball season. It aso happensto bring the birth-
day of your favorite community weekly news-
paper editor.

But with al of April’sjoys come Tax Day.
Don’'t forget —and don’t forget to give AARP
acall.

* k%

See you next week.



Obituaries

East Hampton
Stephen John Hudak
Stephen John Hudak, ——
89, formerly of Rocky
Hill, East Hampton and Ju——
Stamford, passed away 4 -

after a brief but coura

geous battle with blad- -

der cancer. Steve was m
born in Stamford to the

late Stephen Hudak and [y, ""

Anna Lipko Hudak.

As a child, Steve was initially encouraged to
become adancer of tap, toe and ballet by his par-
ents. He became quite accomplished at it but af-
ter a severe foot swelling related to a bout with
rheumatic fever which caused permanent dam-
age to his foot, dance was no longer an option.

Hefound hiscallingin music. A friend offered
him a saxophone which he could play easily by
ear. After seeing a natural talent, he began taking
music lessons both in Connecticut and New York
and started playing in non-union trios. He played
alto and tenor sax and clarinet as well. Give him
apiece of sheet music and he could read it like a
book.

In 1943, he had an audition with The Frank
Dailey Band and got the job! This was the cata-
lyst that began his career of traveling with the big
bands of Vinnie Wilson, Jack Adams, Kenny
Sargeant and finally Louie Prima. He played his
alto sax to celebrities such as Dean Martin, Jerry
Lewis and Margaret Hamilton. He even had the
chance to meet Frank Sinatra.

Even though he had a passion for bebop, jazz
and swing, life on the road was not an easy one,
but he had the chance to see many citiesthrough-
out the U.S. He actually turned down an offer
from Tommy Dorsey tojoin hisband for atour in
South America. He returned to playing in small
group venues after being on the road for a num-
ber of years.

Steve also worked at Sorenson, a division of
Raytheon, of Norwalk, and Data Productsin Stam-
ford as an electronics inspector, retiring in 1989.
He was a life member of the Knights of Colum-
bus, amember of the First Catholic Slovak Union
for 50 years and a member of the American Fed-
eration of Musicians, Norwalk local 52.

He was predeceased by his loving wife Anna
Umile Hudak of 46 yearsin 2002 and by aniece,
Laurie Shesffer.

He is survived by a daughter Cynthia Dravis
and her husband Dan of East Hampton; a sister,
Helen Sheaffer and her husband John of
Shippensburg, Pa.; two nephews, Steven Sheaffer
and his wife Celeste of Florida and Johnny
Sheaffer of Shippensburg, Pa.; and by other close
family members, Lawrence Nemchek of Stam-
ford, Susan and Kevin O'Kane of Stamford,
Theresaand Jess Szczesiul of Shelton and Tommy
Nemchek, hiswife Cathy and daughter Rachel of
Vermont.

His family would like to express their deepest
appreciation to his specia friend Joan, her sup-
porting family and his extended family at The
Lodge at Coldspring in Rocky Hill, where even
there, hewasin their choir; music was just a part
of him.

“Smile, what's the use of crying; you'll find
that life is still worthwhile if you just smile” -
Charlie Chaplin.

The family also wishes to extend a special
thanks to Kathy Lundell of Caregiving by Kathy
and to the nursing staff at the Chestelm Health
and Rehab Center in Moodus, aswell asthe nurses
of the Middlesex Hospice program.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to:
Hungry for Music at hungryformusic.org.

At the request of the family, all services will
be held privately.

Mr. Hudak’ sfamily hasentrusted hisfinal care
to Bosak Funeral Home, 453 Shippan Ave,, in
Stamford. If you care to leave an expression of
sympathy for the family online, sign the
guestbook on bosakfuneralhome.com or visit the
funeral home on Facebook at facebook.com/
bosakfuneralhome.

East Hampton

Rose B. Hastings

Rose B. (Borin)
Hastings, 93, of East
Hampton, widow of
Warren Needham Hast-
ings, died Monday, Jan
13, in Marlborough.
Born Dec. 14, 1920, in
Hartford, to Swedish
immigrants Erik and
Agnes (Nelson) Borin.

Rose was retired
from Pratt & Whitney
where she had worked
asastockroom manager
for precious metals used in the manufacturing
process. She had lived in East Hampton since
1951 and was a member of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in East Hampton, a member of the East
Hampton Senior Center and had served as secre-
tary of the Belltown Seniors for 15 years. As a
young girl she had been a member of the Luther
League.

She is survived by her two daughters, Janet
Hastings of East Hampton, Carol Benson and her
husband Rick of Portland; her sister-in-law, Mary
Borin of East Hampton; five grandchildren, Scott
Minnick, Susan Minnick, Neal Benson, David
Benson, Laura Laleune; and three great-grand-
children, Julien and Charlotte Minnick, and
Caroline Benson.

She was predeceased by her parents and hus-
band and her two brothers, Walter and Roy Borin.

Friendsmay call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main $t., East Hampton, on Friday, Jan. 17,
from 5-8 p.m. Funeral serviceswill be held Satur-
day, Jan. 18, at 11 am., in Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1 East High St., East Hampton. Buria will
follow in the family plot in Lake View Cemetery.

The family would like to thank the staff of
Marlborough Health Care Center for their kind
and loving care.

Memorial donations may be made to
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, PO. Box 31, East
Hampton, CT 06424 or to East Hampton Senior
Center, 105 Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Andover

Ronald C. Giggie

Ronald C. Giggie, 71, of Andover, passed awvay
suddenly at Manchester Memorial Hospital Fri-
day, Jan. 10, with his devoted family by his side.
The only child of the late Cedric and Ruth
(Holmes) Giggie, Ronwasbornin Fort Fairfield,
Maine, on Nov. 16, 1942.

Moving to Manchester in sixth grade, he at-
tended local schools, graduated from Manches-
ter High School in 1960 and furthered his educa-
tion at Post University. On Sept. 21, 1963, he
married Barbara Chapman and they celebrated
their 50th anniversary in 2013 with an extended
trip to Alaska.

Ron worked for SNETCo (Southern New En-
gland Telephone Company) for 37 years, taking
an early retirement to establish Romar Invest-
ments, a real estate business, with his sons. He
wasactivein Troop 47 asaBoy Scout |eader dur-
ing his sons’ involvement with scouting.

Ron loved the Allagash Wilderness in Maine,
camping, harness horses, photography, books and
hisgift of magic for entertaining hisyoung nieces
and nephews. His greatest moments were his ex-
tensive travels with his wife, family and friends.
He was a seven-year cancer survivor and never
alowed it to affect hislife or pleasures.

Ron is survived by his beloved Barbara, son
Bruce Ronald and hiswife, Amy of Andover and
son Mark Allen and his companion, Tina Caisse
of Chaplin; his aunts, Bertha Calabrese and
Maxine Manfreda; and many cousins. He leaves
two sisters-in-law, Jeanne Eagleson and her com-
panion Neal Illing, and Laurie Brookes and her
husband Duffy, aswell as many special nephews
and aniece, great-nephews and agreat-niece. He
also leaves his dear friends, Doug and Janet
MacGillvary, Gene and Lois Gale, Lee and Lou
Mae Albert and Rev. Paul Doyle.

Calling hours were held at Holmes Funeral
Home, 400 Main St., Manchester, on Wednesday,
Jan. 15, followed by a service that evening.

Memoria contributions may be made to The
Covenant Soup Kitchen (where he served on the
Board of Directors) 220 Valley St., Willimantic,
CT 06226 or to The DeQuattro Cancer Center,
100 Haynes St., Manchester, CT 06040.

To sign the online register book, go to holmes-
watkinsfuneralhomes.com.

Marlborough

Roberta Boucher

Ms. Roberta “Robyn” Boucher, 65, of
Scottdale, Ga., formerly of Marlborough, passed
away Wednesday, January 8, 2014.

She was born March 3, 1948, in New London,
and resided in central Connecticut the majority of
her life, including Marlborough for 20 years. Af-
ter 23 years of service as a supervisor with the
State of Connecticut Department of Mental Health,
sheretired and later moved to Georgia.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Rob-
ert and Louise Morris; and brother, William Morris.

Sheissurvived by her daughter, Sherri A. (Lori
Sinnen) Boucher of Scottdale, Ga.; son, Steven
A. (Lisa) Boucher of North Franklin; grandchil-
dren, Letisha, Jasmine, Megan and Taylor
Boucher; brother, Robert Morris; and brother,
Curtis Morris.

A memorial service will be held at 11 am.
Saturday, Jan. 18, at the Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, 35 South Main St., Marlborough.
Pastor Ted Dolewill officiate. Family will receive
guests following the service in the reception
lounge behind the Sanctuary. A private family
interment service will be held at alater date.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that do-
nations be made to: American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association, PO Box 840692
Dallas, TX 75284-0692

Colchester
Joachim Walter Plecan

Joachim  Walter
Plecan, “Walt,” 85, of
Colchester, passed away
Tuesday, Jan. 14, sur-
rounded by his loving
family, after along, cou-
rageous battle with can-
cer. Born at home in
Colchester, hewasason
of the late Joseph and
Mary (Dzuma) Plecan. [

Walt was a 1946 |
graduate of Bacon |
Academy in Colchester,
and went on to study at the Hartt School of Music
in Hartford.

Mr. Plecan was a 50+ year member of the
Colchester Federated Church, and, whileamem-
ber shared his musical talent and beautiful tenor
voice with the choir as well as deacon emeritus.

For nearly 40 years, Walt was a tool and die
maker for Pratt & Whitney before retiring as
Master Mechanic Foreman in 1986.

An avid tractor enthusiast and collector, hewas
involved with the activities at the Colchester His-
torical Society Zagray Farm Museum.

Hiszest for lifeincluded the outdoors; garden-
ing, fishing and camping, aswell as spending time
at the family summer home in the Catskills; to
taking to the open road as amotorcyclist or tothe
clear blue skiesasapilot; and reading, woodwork-
ing and following the UConn Huskies.

He served proudly with the U.S. Army Artil-
lery during the Korean War and went on to be a
longtime member of both the Donald A. Bigelow
American Legion Post 54 and the Adler-Boluck
VFW Post 6990.

Hisgreatest joy, however, wasfound in hisfam-
ily, to whom he was ever devoted.

He leaves his loving wife of 24 years, Carol
(Coer) Nelson-Plecan; five children, John Plecan
and wife Evelyn of Colchester, June Plecan and
husband Peter Govert of East Haddam, James
Plecan and wife Cheryl of Lisbhon, Walter Plecan
of Griswold and Julie Benoit and husband Ronald
of Colchester; four stepchildren, James Nelson
and partner Tom Luciaof Stamford, Betty Nelson
and Phillip Nelson, both of Southbury and
Stephen Nelson and wife Beneta of Manhattan,
N.Y.; 17 grandchildren; one great-grandson; his
sister, Olga Krukowski of West Hartford; and
numerous extended family members and friends.

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased
by his first wife and mother of his children,
Beatrice (Becker) Plecan, who passed away in
1987; and his brother, Michael Plecan.

The family will receive guests from 4-7 p.m.
today, Jan. 17, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester.

Funeral serviceswill be observed at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18, directly at the Colchester Fed-
erated Church, located at 60 Main St. (on the
green). Buria with full military honors will fol-
low in the Linwood Cemetery, Colchester.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be made to the Memorial Fund at the
Colchester Federated Church, 60 Main St.,
Colchester, CT 06415.

For online expressions of sympathy, visit
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Cobalt
Howard J. Ziegler Jr.

Howard J. “Ziggy” Ziegler Jr., 69, of
Middletown, beloved husband of Sharon Ziegler,
passed away peacefully Tuesday, Jan. 7, at Co-
balt Health and Rehabilitation Center. Born in
New Britain, he was the son of the late Howard
Ziegler Sr. and Adeline (Semrow) Ziegler.

He was a U.S. Army veteran and was a New
Britain resident until moving to Middletown in
1978. Howard was employed at Precision Plas-
ticsin Deep River and was formerly employed as
acarpenter for over 40 years. Hewasan avidfish-
erman.

Surviving are his wife, Sharon (Saunders)
Ziegler; two cousins, Ruth Lewis and Jean
Haman; an uncle, Robert Ziegler; a brother-in-
law, Dale Saunders; his Godmother, Madeline
Brandt; agodchild, Diane Cabral and her daugh-
ter Victoria; three aunts, Eleanora Busch,
Dorothea Fuller and Gertrude Semrow; many
cousins; many close friends, including Elaine
Mathewson, Daniel Mathewson and Jack
Burchard; his special caregivers, Lynn at
Middlesex Hospital and Cindy at Cobalt Health
and Rehabilitation Center; and his loving cat,
Binky.

Funeral serviceswill be held Saturday, Jan. 18,
at 12:30 p.m., at Erickson-Hansen Funeral Home,
411 South Main St., New Britain. Calling hours
are Saturday morning, Jan. 19, from 11 am. un-
til the time of the service at the funeral home.

Memoria donations may be made to Protec-
torsof Animals, 144 Main St., East Hartford, CT
06118 or to the Leukemia Society, 321 Research
Pkwy., Suite 212, Meriden, CT 06450.

Share amemory of Howard with the family in
the online guest book at ericksonhansen.com.

Andover
Frank W. Wroniak

Frank W. Wroniak, 22, of Windham, formerly
of Andover, passed away Friday, Jan. 10. Frank
was born in Hartford on May 13, 1991, the son
of GinaAszklar Wroniak of Ellington and Tho-
mas Wroniak.

He is the maternal grandson of Frank and
Regina Kovalick Aszklar Jr. of Windham, with
whom he resided, and paternal grandson of the
lateWalter and MarieWroniak. Frank also leaves
many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.

Heloved animals, especially hisdog Jade, his
dirt bikesand hishockey. He played hockey since
he was 3 yearsold, recently with the Boston Jun-
ior Blackhawks. Frank was currently employed
by the Birch Mountain Earthworks of South
Windsor.

Friendsvisited with hisfamily Wednesday, Jan.
15, at the John F. Tierney Funeral Home, 219 West
Center St., Manchester and may attend his Mass
of Christian Burial on Thursday, Jan. 16, in St.
Christopher Church, 538 Brewer St., East Hart-
ford. Interment followed in St. Mary’s Cemetery,
East Hartford.

To send a condolence, see beecherand
bennett.com.

Marlborough

Edoardo D’ Alessandro

Edoardo D’ Alessandro, 86, of Marlborough,
formerly of Cromwell, beloved husband for 56
years of the late Pasqualina (lacobucci)
D’ Alessandro, passed away peacefully Friday,
Jan. 10, with hisfamily by hisside. Born Oct. 3,
1927, in PratolaPeligna, province of Aquila, Italy,
he was the son of the late Gaetano and Maria-
Rosaria (DiNunno) D’ Alessandro.

Edoardo was a skilled mason and worked for
Elm-Cap Industriesfor 24 years. He enjoyed gar-
dening and making his own wine, but his great-
est joy in life was spending time with his family.

A loving father and grandfather, he will be
dearly missed by hischildren, John D’ Alessandro
and his wife Susan of Berlin and Annamaria
Moran and her husband Steven of Glastonbury
and adored grandchildren, Dino, Lindsey and
Gabriel Cassarino and Christian Edward
D’ Alessandro. In addition to his wife and par-
ents, Edoardo was predeceased by a son, Dino
and three infant sons, Osvaldo, Rodrigo and
Luciano.

Funeral servicesleft Tuesday, Jan. 14, fromthe
D’ Esopo Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly Brook Blvd.,
Wethersfield, for a Mass of Christian Burial at
10 am. at St. Mary’s Church, 626 Willard Ave,,
Newington. Burial followed in Cedar Hill Cem-
etery, Hartford. Thefamily received relativesand
friends Monday, Jan. 13, at the funeral chapel.

For online expressions of sympathy, visit
desopo.com.



Andover
VictoriaL. Wallace

Victoria L.
(Kolokoski) Wallace,
66, of Andover, passed
away peacefully Sun-
day, Dec. 29.

Those |eft to treasure
her memory include her
former husband,
Michael F. Wallace of
Andover; two children,
Jessica (Wallace) and §
her husband, James [
Tremblay, of Bedford, "
N.H., and Bryce Wal-
laceand hiswife, Christa (Jobs), of Easthampton,
Mass.; and two grandchildren, Alexa Wallace
Tremblay and Jackson Saunders Tremblay, of
Bedford, N.H. Vicki isalso survived by her three
siblings, Susan Briggs, and Edward Collins both
of Michigan, and Rick Kolmin of Ohio. She was
preceded in death by her parents, Edward and
Ethel Kolokoski of Michigan.

Born July 18, 1947 in Detroit, Mich., Vicki
attended high school in Royal Oak and gradu-
ated from the University of Michigan with a de-
gree in elementary education. Moving to Con-
necticut in 1970, she pursued her passion for
working with young people and taught elemen-
tary and preschool for a combined 26 years in
Columbia, Andover and Coventry. Vicki's stu-
dents often referred to her as “Mrs. Green,” be-
cause she loved the color green and wore it head
to toe every day (except for Saint Patrick’s Day).

Vicki alwaysbelieved that actions speak louder
than words and she was not happy unless shewas
doing her part to make the world a better place.
Over the years she poured her heart and soul into
programs such as the Andover Library Board,
Andover Economic Development Commission,
Community Organized and Operated Latchkey
Program (COOL), Brownies, Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts, Playgroup, Andover Library Story Hour,
Andover Playschool, and the Andover Beautifi-
cation Committee to name a few.

Andover residentsmay recall running into Vicki
at the town transfer station where she collected
recyclablesfor CART (Collecting Andover's Re-
turnable Treasures) or at the Andover Historical
Society’s museum at the Old Town Hall where
she served as a docent (dressed in colonial wear)
and helped to paint a sixty foot mural depicting
the history of Andover.

Her most ardent work included her many con-
tributions to Andover, Hebron, and Marlborough
(AHM) Youth and Family Services. She served
on the Executive Committee for ten years and on
several subcommittees, including the Juvenile
Review Board and Project Graduation, of which
she was the general chairperson for three con-
secutive years. She was particularly fond of her
work with the Family Resource Center that
brought activitiesto parents of newbornsthrough-
out Andover, Hebron, and Marlborough. In 1997,
Vicki received AHM’s Friend of Youth Award, an
honor bestowed upon one of the region’s most
outstanding citizens.

Vicki wasatruly unigque and passionate woman,
aloving and caring friend, and someone who al-
ways brought out the best in others. She greatly
cherished time with her children and grandchil-
dren, all of whom she nurtured with unconditional
love and support.

A memorial to celebrate her life was held Fri-
day, Jan. 10, at the First Congregational Church
of Andover, 359 Route 6, Andover.

Memoria donations may be made in lieu of
flowers to AHM Youth Services, 25 Pendleton
Drive, Hebron, CT 06248.

Colchester
Richard J. Hynds

Richard J. Hynds, 87, of Norwich, died Thurs-
day, Jan. 9, at Harrington Court Convalescent
Home in Colchester. He was born April 5, 1926,
in Norwich, the son of the late James and Marga-
ret Hynds.

Richard grew up in Norwich and attended the
Norwich schools. Richard spent many of hisyears
living on McKinley Avenue, later moving to the
AHEPA apartments. Hewasthefirst male gradu-
ate of the Huntington Institute, with a certificate
for office accounting. Richard was employed by
the State of Connecticut asamember of themain-
tenance department of Norwich Technical School
and the Hartford and Norwich armories for the
National Guard.

Richard was amember of the Elks of Norwich,
the Knights of Columbus both the White Cross
Council and the 4th degree Daniel Mullen As-
sembly, holding many positions in these organi-
zations. Hewasalifetime member of the Knights
of Columbus. Richard was an avid sports fan es-
pecialy for the Boston Red Sox, New England
Patriots and the teams for UConn. Any sport
brought enjoyment to Richard during hislife.

Heis survived by his daughters, Jackie Hynds
of Hoboken, N.J., Gisele Dunn and her husband
Chris from St. Petersburg, Fla; and two grand-
daughters, Abigail Dunn Hobbs and her husband
Steve of New York, N.Y., and Katherine Dunn
from St. Petersburg, Fla.; and a sister, Judy Jor-
dan of St. Augustine, Fla. Heis also survived by
many nieces and nephews.

Richard was predeceased by two brothers,
James Hynds Jr. and John H. Hynds, and asister,
Peg LeBoeuf.

A graveside service will be held Friday, Jan.
24, a 10 am., at St. Joseph Cemetery in Nor-
wich. The Cummings-Gagne Funeral Home is
assisting the family will arrangements.

To share acondolence, astory of Richard or to
light a candle, visit cummings-gagnefh.com.

Marlborough
Vincent F. Casella

Vincent F. Casella, 92, of Newington, formerly
of Marlborough, passed away Friday, Jan. 10. He
wasthe beloved husband of Vita(Angelo) Casella
for 71 years.

Born in Marlborough, the ninth child of the
late Louis and Mary (Calamari) Casella, he at-
tended Marlborough grammar school, where he
played baseball, and graduated from East Hamp-
ton High School, and was then employed by Colt
Manufacturing Co.

Vincent honorably served his country in the
U.S. Army during World War 11 for threeyears as
atechnical sergeant in the 98th infantry in Ha-
wali and Japan. He was also employed by vari-
ous propane gas companies and retired after 40
years of service.

He was an avid Red Sox fan, enjoyed card
games and extensively traveled around the coun-
try with his wife. He also looked forward to his
annual Army reunions. He was a member of St.
Mary’s Church, Newington and of various clubs
and associations including the VFW, and loved
all types of animals and wildlife.

Along with his wife, he leaves a brother,
Raymond Chester Casella of Pinellas Park, Fla.,
and several nieces, nephews, cousinsand friends.

He was predeceased by his six brothers and
two sisters.

Relatives and friends called Tuesday, Jan. 14,
a the Newington Memorial Funeral Home, 20
Bonair Ave., Newington, followed by a funera
service that day. Burial with military honors fol-
lowed in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford.

Memorial donations may be made to the St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or the CT Humane
Society, 701 Russell Rd., Newington, CT 06111.

To share a memory with his family, visit
newingtonmemorial.com.

East Hampton
Erik T. Robinson

Erik T. Robinson, 49, of Newington, formerly
of East Hampton, passed away unexpectedly
Monday, Jan. 13. He was the loving husband of
Jennifer (Cook) Robinson for over 18 years.

Born Nov. 24, 1964, he grew up in East Hamp-
ton, where he spent many afternoons skating at
the cranberry bog and was an active Boy Scout
member throughout his childhood. Erik gradu-
ated from Xavier High School in Middletown as
well asThe College of the Holy Crossin Worces-
ter, Mass., where he received a Bachelor of Arts
in Chemistry. Analumni ‘Lifer, Erik’sHoly Cross
days were among his most treasured times and
he loved to relive those days through stories.

Shortly thereafter, Erik was accepted into one
of the country’stop chemistry Ph.D. programs at
Purdue University. After a year, he decided to
move back east to work in the family business
and then eventually move on to McPhee Electric
in Farmington where he remained. Throughout
his life, Erik enjoyed learning about the finer
things such as wine, cigars and scotch. He loved
cooking, bowling, movies, college football and
being at home with his family and three cats.

In addition to hiswife, Jennifer, who will miss
him dearly, he leaves behind his “proudest ac-
complishments,” his children, Emily (14) and
Kevin (13), his beloved mother Louise (Sciutti)
Robinson of East Hampton; father, Gary
Robinson and his wife Dolores of New Britain;
his sister, Kris Robinson of East Hampton;
mother-in-law, Sandra Charland and her husband
Henry, father-in-law Henry Cook Jr., all of
Newington; and sister-in-law, Jacqueline Cook of
Wethersfield.

Hisfuneral servicewill begin Saturday, Jan.18,
at 10:30 am., at the Newington Memoria Fu-
neral Home, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington, followed
by a Mass of Christian Burial at 11 am. at St.
Mary’s Church, Newington. He will be laid to
rest privately in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford.
Relativesand friendsareinvited to call today, Jan.
17, from 4-8 p.m., at Newington Memorial.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Erik T. Robinson Scholarship Fund c/o 35
Stuart St., Newington, CT 06111.

To share a note of sympathy, visit newington
memorial.com.

Portland

Lucia Fazzino Sardo

Lucia(Lucy) Fazzino Sardo, formerly of Port-
land, passed away at Wellington Regional Medi-
cal Center, Wellington, Fla., on Friday, Jan. 10.
Lucy wasthe beloved wife of thelate Guy Sardo.
Lucy, the daughter of the late Rosa (Amato) and
Sebastaino Fazzino, was born on June 10, 1930,
in Mélilli, Sicily.

Lucy resided in Middletown and Portland for
many years, and was a resident of Royal Palm
Beach, Fla., where she lived with her daughter,
Mary Ann Loftis.

She is survived by her daughters, Mary Ann
Loftis and Rose Lyn Staron, and her son-in-law,
Charles E. (Chuck) Staron of Illinois. She aso
leaves her five grandchildren, Stephanie (Matt)
Van Olst. Stacey Loftis, JamesAustin Loftis, Lisa
Staron and Robert Staron, and her great-grand-
son, Caiden Tyler. Lucy is survived by her sib-
lings, brother and sister-in-law Salvatore C. and
Rose MarieFazzino, sister CarmelinaFiorillaand
sister-in-law, Rosalia Sardo.

Shewas predeceased by her siblingsVincenzina
(Jennie) Marino Daniele, Giuseppe (Joseph)
Fazzino, CanditaDiMauro and Sebastiana (Anna)
Vinci.

Sheis survived by many nieces and nephews.

Viewing was Thursday, Jan. 16, at D’ Angelo
Funeral Home, 22 South Main St., Middletown.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10 am. to-
day, Jan. 17, at St. Sebastian Church, Washing-
ton Street, Middletown. Lucy will belaid to rest
at St. Sebastian Cemetery, Middlefield.

Donations can be sent to St. Sebastian Church
Renovation Fund, 155 Washington St.,
Middletown, CT 06457.



