P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

RIVEREAST

POSTAL CUSTOMER

LOCAL

US. POSTAGE

PAID
GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

PRESORTED STANDARD

00000

News Bulleti

Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

Volume 39, Number 33

Published by The Glastonbury Citizen

December 5, 2014

Podium Players
Perform ‘Pageant’ Play

by John Tyczkowski

Despitealast-minute changein the proposed
fall play, and asubsequent changein play dates,
East Hampton's Podium Players are on track
for a successful holiday show season.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever opened on
the East Hampton Middle School stage the
weekend of Nov. 21 and 22. After having last
weekend off for Thanksgiving, the show will
continue this weekend, Dec. 6 and 7.

“Our opening weekend was well-received,”
Valerie Bozzi, the production’s director and
member of the Podium Players' board, said.
“We have good audiences, they loved it and they
thought it was funny.”

ThePlayersinitialy werelooking into Foot-
loosefor their fall production, but that changed
to The Best Christmas Pageant Ever after some
issues with staging.

“We couldn’t get the casting that we'd need
inthetimethat we had, so we decided to adjust
our development to do something with young
peoplelater intheyear,” Bozzi said. “We were
having trouble putting all the right people to-
gether. It will be done —just not this year.”

Bozzi said she decided to select the new play

All-State Athletes... Portland High School senior Jonathan Dolan, junior Brooke
Townsend and freshman Shannon Dolan (pictured from left) were all named
2014 All-State cross country athletes for their performance this season. Thisis
Jonathan’s second year asan All-State cross country athlete. Seerelated story on

based upon the success it enjoyed when it was
last performed 14 years ago.

“It had been one of our more popular pro-
ductions, we had lots and lots of positive feed-
back and lots of people came,” Bozzi said. “ So

page 25.

Bacon Academy Remen

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

DonnaKaik, also known as* Chef Kaik,” was
awoman known for her creativity inthekitchen
and her passion for her students.

Kaik, 63, of Colchester, passed away Nov.
22 dfter an illness while in Rochester, New
York, and the Bacon Academy family will al-
ways remember her.

“Chef Kaik became part of the Bacon Acad-
emy family and created aculinary program with
extremely high standards,” Superintendent of
Schools Jeff Mathieu — a former principal at
Bacon—said of Kaik’sAcademy Café program.
“She was such a big part of the Bacon tradi-
tion, that soon after coming to the Academy,
she bought a house in Col chester so she could
be part of the larger community. She will be
truly missed.”

Kaik began Academy Café, arestaurant op-
erating out of Bacon Academy, in 2008. The
first year of the café, only seven students were
intheclass. That number was up to 24 students
by 2011. The café combined studentsin Kaik's
Bake Shop and Food Services classes to pre-
pare mealsfor school staff along with the pub-

lic. Anyone could register for
that week’s meal and come to
Bacon and either sit down and
eat or take the food out.

“Chef Kaik taught us the
skills needed to be successful
in the culinary field,” Kylie
Dorothy, a former student of
Kaik's, said. “But shetaught us
much more. She never ac-
cepted anything but our best.
Somekidsthought shewastoo
tough but she wasn't; she just
wanted us to be our best in
whatever we chose to do. She
told us to work hard and be
proud of our work.”

Kaik madeAcademy Caféa
licensed restaurant, and it also
became recognized by the Cu-
linary Institute of America, giv-

ing students the experience and hours they

would need to apply to the culinary school if

they attended the class for six months.
Originally a chef at the Milford Yacht Club

why not do it again?’
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is based

bers Beloved

and theMercy Center at Madi-
son among other places, Kaik
had decided it wastimeto do
something different and at-
tended the University of
Branford for her master’sde-
greein education.

Kaik told the Rivereast in
2011,“l gottoo oldto beinthe
kitchen.”

“Her creativity inthekitchen
and passion to see her students
go on to a career and love for
food is second to none,”
Mathieu said.

Kaik had retired from Bacon
Academy last year; however,
Academy Café continues to
live on at the school under the
Family and Consumer Science
department.

“Chef Kaik wasan amazing woman,” Killian
Maloney, aformer student of Kaik'’s, said. “ She
truly represented the phrase * Do what you love
and you'll love what you do.’”

upon the award-winning 1971 young adult
novel by BarbaraRobinson. It detail sthe head-
aches and hilarity that result when a couple,
casting for a church Christmas pageant, is
forced to turn to the Herdman kids — the town
troublemakers—for their acting needs.

Riley Harrington, who plays Gladys
Herdman, gave asimple description of the play
for prospective goers.

“Bullies really learn the true meaning of
Christmas,” she said. “People can change.”

At the same time, Bozzi said that while the
play teaches alesson, it doesn’t “hit you over
the head with it.”

“It’s about making changes based upon
something that impacts you in a major way,”
she said. “It's got the genera flow of alot of
Christmas plays like A Christmas Carol, and |
think it’'s very relatable.”

Several Players characterized the production
as “aplay with music,” as opposed to a tradi-
tional musical or play.

“| think the definition of musical is that at
random moments, people will break out into
song and dance,” Julien Minnick, who plays
CharlieBradley, said. “But in thisplay, wejust
sing songs like you would in aregular Christ-
mas pageant.”

Bozzi said that the production featuresaplay
within aplay, but left it at that —not wanting to
spoil too much for prospective audiences.

See Podium Player s Page 2

Chef Kaik’

Maloney said he remembers going into
Kaik’s classroom feeling very welcomed.

“1 had her as my Bake Shop teacher and she
told me if | ever wanted to help her out, she
would be glad to have me,” Maloney said. “So
that year | became her chef’s assistant. She
taught with such passion that you could become
passionate about it yourself.”

Maloney said Kaik loved baking and “ mold-
ing the future bakers and cooks.”

“1 don’t have a doubt in my mind that she
will alwaysbeinmy heart as one of the greatest
rolemodels| could ever ask for,” Maoney said.
“If I could tell her one more thing, | would tell
her that she has truly showed me that | can be
passionate about what | will dointhefutureand
that she was an amazing teacher and mentor.”

Kaik left behind two children and their
spouses, Beverly and Craig Mott and William
and ErinKaik Jr., four grandchildren; abrother,
Robert Hawtin; and numerous extended fam-
ily members and friends.

Services for Kaik will be announced in the
spring, and will be observed at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Homeon Old Hartford Road.
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Scott Minnick, Julien Minnick, Bailee Palen and Margie Wilson (pictured fom
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left) perform a scene during The Best Christmas Pageant Ever’s opening weekend.
The Podium Players production debuted Nov. 21, and will wrap tonight and

tomor row.

Podium Players cont. from Front Page
However, shedid say that the music features
at a“touching moment.” She also said because
the music is songs that many already know,
actors were able to focus on their characters
feelingsrather than having to learn music.

The Players also said they all enjoyed the
intergenerational aspect of community theatre.

For example, East Hampton Board of Edu-
cation member Scott Minnick is Julien
Minnick’s father, and the two also play father
and son in the play.

“If my kidscouldn’t beinit, | couldn’t bein
it,” Scott said simply. Hisdaughter Charlotteis
also performing in the play.

Fellow resident Roy Gauthier, who plays a
fireman and who isthe Players' treasurer, said
he enjoys community theatre of the commu-
nity aspect.

“Many times you don’t know most of the
people in the room,” he said. “But you work
together building setsand acting, and thewhole
process builds community over atwo-to-three
month window. It's very rewarding.”

“You have adults and kids and they all work
together. And there’s no rivalry between the
younger kidsand the older kids; everyoneworks
together,” he said.

Cindy Harrington, assistant producer and
stage manager, agreed.

“It redlly is a true community effort,” she
said. “Everyone has something important to
contribute.”

Cast members said reception to their open-
ing weekend was overwhelmingly positivefrom
the town.

Pat Gauthier, who plays Mrs. Armstrong,
said she received a positive review of the play
just walking down the street.

“| saw someone who attended and | stopped
tosay ‘hello,” Gauthier said. “ Shetold meshe
enjoyed the play thoroughly and that the kids
were fantastic!”

Bozzi said the play has“alot” to keep audi-
ences satisfied.

“It's got antics, it's got drama, it's funny —
it'srealy quite packed with alot of things for
an hour-and-fifteen-minute show,” she said.
“It’'s got something for everybody.”

Along thoselines, many of the Playersmade
referenceto “thefire scene,” naming it astheir
favorite part of the play — but were careful not
to give away any details.

“You'll just haveto come and seeus!” Riley
said.

Harrington and Bozzi also said they were
grateful to the East Hampton Public Library for
being “so generous’ toward the Podium Play-
ers.

“We're a community theatre; we don’t re-
ally have apermanent home,” Harrington said.
“The library is where we know we can go to
rehearse”

“They'rejust sogood to ushere” Bozzi said.
“They really help us do what we do.”

The Podium Playersalso hold their monthly
meetingsin thelibrary’s Community Room on
the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
For moreinformation, thoseinterested can visit

podiumplayers.org.

* % %

Thefina weekend of the productionwill take
place Friday, Dec. 5, and Saturday, Dec. 6, at 7
p.m. both nights, at East Hampton Middle
School.

Ticketsare $8 for adults, $6 for studentsand
seniors and $3 for children under 5.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

A good friend of mineworksin retail down
inNew York, and earlier thisweek, he wished
acustomer, “Happy Holidays.” Soundsharm-
less enough, right?

Wrong.

Thewoman to whom he said it bit hishead
off: “It’'s‘Merry Christmas.” We can still say
‘Christmas’ in this country, right?’ she re-
plied, followed by some choice words about
President Obama.

It wasn't even December yet, and the
brush-back against the so-called “war on
Christmas” had apparently already begunin
earnest.

Every year | wonder: what are people get-
ting so upset about.

If you're Christian and somebody says
“Happy Holidays’ to you, don’t takeit asan
attack. There are other holidaysin December
besides Christmas; should somebody just
make an assumption from looking at you or
speaking to you that you're Christian?
Couldn’'t you just as easily be Jewish? And
besides, last time | checked, Christmasisin-
deed a holiday. So if somebody wishes you
“Happy Holidays’ aren’t they, by extension,
including “Merry Christmas” in there?

In other words, chill out.

And if you're not a Christian and some-
body wishes you “Merry Christmas’ — deal
with it. Nobody’s trying to shove their reli-
gion down your throat. (At least they
shouldn’t be, anyway.) After al, this season
is still the Christmas season. I’ ve argued be-
fore that the “commercialization” of Christ-
mas is not as against the Christian meaning
of the holiday as it's made out to be, and |
still believe this to be true. But at the same
time, there are alot of symbolic elements of
Christmasthat havelittle to do with the birth
of Christ. There was no Christmas tree, no
egg nog, no Bing Crosby records by thefire-
placein Biblical times.

So if somebody’s wishing you “Merry
Christmas,” maybe they’re doing so because,
well, it’s Christmastime. There's no agenda
to try to decode.

So the next time somebody wishes you
“Happy Holidays’ or “Merry Christmas,” ac-
ceptitinthespiritin whichit’sgiven. Some-
body is wishing you well. It's that simple.
People are being kind.

As my friend, the one who was verbally
attacked for daring to wish “Happy Holidays,”
said to melater on, “1 don't care what people
call it; just spread peaceand love and, at | east
for one day, forget how horrible the world is
and can be, and be sure everyone you love
knowsyou love them. And if someonewishes
you a happy, non-denominational ‘Day of
Love and Forgetting Awful Things, and you
get upset because it’s lacking your title,
well...I don’t know. Work on yourself.”

* k% *

As it does every year, PNC Wealth Man-
agement has released its Christmas Price In-
dex — detailing just how much it would set
you back if you wanted to surprise your sig-
nificant other with all of the gifts mentioned
in the classic song, “The Twelve Days of
Christmas.”

A set of giftsin each verse of the song
would set you back $27,673 in stores— steep,
yes, but an increase of less than $300 from
last year. If you want to go even crazier, and
buy all theitems each timethey’re mentioned
in the song — 364 times in all — get ready to
fork over $116,273.

PNC'’ssourcesfor the pricesincluderetail-
ers, the National Aviary in Pittsburgh, Phila-
delphia-based PHILADANCO (as you may
have guessed, a dance company in Philadel-
phia) and the Pennsylvania Ballet Company.

Here stheitem-by-item breakdown, in case
you're interested:

— Partridge: $20.

— Pear tree: $188.

— Two turtle doves: $125.

— Three French hens: $181.

— Four calling birds (canaries): $600.

— Five gold rings: $750.

— Six geese a-laying: $360.

— Seven swans a-swimming: $7,000.

— Eight maids a-milking: $58.

— Nineladiesdancing (per performance):
$7,553.

— 10 lords a-leaping (per performance):
$5,348.

— 11 pipers piping (per performance):
$2,635.

— 12 drummers drumming (per perfor-
mance): $2,855.

* % %

See you next week.



KX Consolidation Moving Right Along

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

The consolidation of KX Communications
and the Montville dispatch center is moving
forward, with five of KX’stownssigning anew
five-year contract to stay in the revamped dis-
patch operations facility.

Currently, the Colchester Emergency Com-
municationsLLC, or KX, isstationed inasmall
room at the Troop K headquarterson Old Hart-
ford Road. KX was founded in 1976 and is
governed by aBoard of Directors. Thedispatch
center takes care of eight towns, Colchester,
Marlborough, East Hampton, Haddam Neck,
Bozrah, East Haddam, Lebanon and Salem
along with dispatch services for Middlesex
Memorial Hospital paramedics within the
northern portion of Middlesex County and its
northern service area.

KX’s services include dispatching fire and
ambulances. KX currently also dispatches East
Hampton police.

Hebron had been a KX member until June
2012 when it elected to transfer its services to
Tolland County Emergency Communications.
When Hebron left, KX lost $100,000 a year
from Hebron and the state. The cost had to be
absorbed by the remaining towns.

So, faced with lessfunding aswell asaneed
for capital improvements — including a new
CAD system and other equipment updates,
which could cost $400,000 or more —to better
serve the KX community, a committee was
formed to find a new regional dispatch center
to mergewith or amunicipality’sdispatch cen-
ter. The committee eventually narrowed down
the choice to Montville, amunicipality with a
new state-of-the-art public safety and dispatch

facility.

“Inthelegal point of view, Montvilleisjoin-
ing KX,” project manager Doug Knowlton of
Marlborough has said. “In the facilities point
of view, we' removing operationsto Montville”

Thisisbecause, Knowlton explained, legally
aregional center with aBoard of Directorscan
only merge with another regional center witha
board. Centersunder municipalitiesdo not have
aboard and are under the authority of thetown.
The current KX Board of Directors has repre-
sentatives from each town that it serves.

Knowlton has said he expects the move to
be complete by July 2015 — and so far, five of
the eight towns have decided to proceed with
the consolidation and include Colchester, East
Hampton, Marlborough, Salem and Bozrah.
Knowlton reported that L ebanon choseto leave
the group and switch to Willimantic for their
dispatch services.

“All of the KX towns signed a [memoran-
dum of agreement] previously that contains a
penalty if the consolidation issuccessful and if
the town terminates with KX prior to Jan. 15,
2016,” Knowlton explained.

The current contract the KX townshaveruns
through June 30, 2016. However, once atown
signs a five-year contract accompanying the
Montville move, that supersedes the current
contract, Knowlton said.

Therefore under contract agreements, atown
like Lebanon, who chose to leave the group,
will haveto pay apenalty of $50,050 for break-
ing the contract early.

“Lebanon has sent KX aletter notifying us
of their intention to terminate and to switch to

Willimantic for their dispatch services,”
Knowlton said. “KX hasreplied, acknowledg-
ing their notice and reminding them of the pen-
aty payment.”

Knowlton went on to say that East Haddam
iscurrently still comparing KX-Montvillewith
Valley Shore; however, the East Haddam Emer-
gency Committee, at a recent tour of the
Montvillefacility, “ made the comment that they
do not intend to terminate from KX and incur
the penalty.”

Knowlton said the East Haddam committee
said the town would continue until its current
contract expiring June 30, 2016 — although the
committee stressed it may still changeitsmind.

The KX Board of Directors has yet to hear
from Haddam regarding the small section of
Haddam Neck that uses KX services.

Knowlton said a draft of the new contract
was sent to Middlesex Hospital for its consid-
eration. The hospital’s contract expires June 30,
2015, since Middlesex contracts for two years
at atime.

“Since they are not a municipality, they do
not have an obligation to provide for a911 an-
swering point and dispatch services,” Knowlton
said. “ Rather, they contract just for their para-
medic dispatch and communication services.”

Currently Middlesex is split between Valley
Shore and KX with KX handling the northern
service area and Valley Shore handling the
southern service area.

* k% %

For the consolidation, Montville has been

approved to receive a $250,000 State Transi-

tion Grant. The physical facilitieswill moveto
MontvillewhichisNFPA 1221 compliant, has
the needed space and is state-of-the-art. KX's
full-time employees will continue on; nobody
is getting laid off. Also as part of the consoli-
dation, the CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch)
data will transfer to Montville's TriTech sys-
tem. The TriTech system ismore up to date and
easier than the old system, Knowlton said, and
it also allowsfor moreimmediate accessto the
data.

Knowlton and the KX Board of Directors
said some of the other benefits of the consoli-
dation include financia stability with future
budgetsthat are more predictable; the elimina-
tion of capital needs for improvements at the
current KX location; providing a facility that
could handle more towns; and strengthening
police department dispatch operations for East
Hampton and Montville.

To continue with the transition, the CEC
Board of Directorsiswaiting for the Attorney
General George Jepson to sign off on the
$250,000 Transition Grant.

“It will allow us to move forward with the
necessary equipment and instal lation purchases
to link the tower sites and radios together be-
tween Montville's towers and KX’s towers,”
Knowlton explained. “ It has been approved, but
still needs his signature.”

At the next KX Board of Directors meeting,
scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 16, the board will
vote ontheofficial consolidation. The meeting
will be at 7:30 p.m. at the Colchester Fire De-
partment.

EHHS Boys Soccer Team Celebrates Champlonshlp

by John TyczkowsKi

When the East Hampton High School boys
soccer season began, Coach Jermaine Keller
asked his team to look at the championship
banners on display in the gym — and note that
there wasn’t one for boys' soccer yet.

“We wanted to change that. We set a goal
that we wanted to bring home abanner,” Keller
said thisweek. “And that’s what we did.”

On Nov. 15, the Bellringers captured a co-
championship with Somers Spartans after a
double-overtime scorelesstie game at Munici-
pal Stadium in Waterbury. East Hampton was
seeded No. 7 and Somers was top-seeded at
No. 1.

Butitwasn'tjust “a’ Class S championship.
It was the team’ sfirst.

“It is a huge accomplishment that has a lot
to do with the young men on the team,” Keller
said. “They wereready and prepared, and they
needed the right push and motivation to win it
al”

It was also Keller's first championship in
general. This is his first season coaching the
team; after spending two years coaching junior
varsity girls' soccer at EHHS, he was selected
to coach boys' soccer after the retirement of
23-year coach Bob Bascarino.

“A lot of peopleliketo kid me; they’re say-
ing | should retirenow,” Keller said. “I think it
was a combination of several different things.
Sometimes a new coach does help, but there's
also plenty of skill and mativation involved, and
some luck involved too.

“Everything hasto align just right,” he said.

Keller said the seven seniors’ experienceand
history were key factors this year, as well as
their interplay with the rest of the team.

“We had the right mix of players, young and
old. We had seniors, juniors and sophomores
on the team,” he said. “A lot of these young
men have been playing soccer their wholelives
aswell”

“They also al bought in early during the pre-
season to what we were challenging them with,
and they took that responsibility,” he said.

Keller said the Shoreline Conference, which
East Hampton belongsto, is* perhapsthe tough-
est” initsdivision.

“We were definitely battle-tested and ready
to play for the state championship because of
that,” he said.

With regard to co-championship status,
Keller said, “it’sjust the way the rules work.”

“My goal wasto focus on the positive. It'sa
co-championship, but it'sstill achampionship,”
he said. “ That’swhat we’ ve been communicat-

ing to the players, to the parents, to our fans.”

Keller said heand theteam were pleased with
their ruling of the field, though they were not
able to score any goals.

“We were fixated on wining that game. We
felt like we dominated the mgjority of the game
even though we were the underdog,” he said.
“But we had alot of missed opportunitiesright
in front of the goal. The object of soccer isto
score more goals, and neither team did.”

Keller named senior Jordan Casey, an All-
Conference and All-State athlete, a standout
player of the season.

“Hehasbeen aconsistently good playmaker,
he's been our top goal-scorer,” he said. “1 saw
not only hisskillson thefield improve, but also
his leadership, in rallying the other guys.”

Casey said hefelt the co-championship was
fair, and a definite high note to his senior year.

“To me, it feels that the way it was played,
neither team deserved to lose” he said. “We
both played very good games. We both played
our hearts out.”

Hea sofelt the championship was* an amaz-
ing accomplishment” and that hefelt theteam’s
hard work showed the underclassmen even be-
fore pre-season that with hard work, anything
ispossible.

“It was one of the best games that we've
played asateam,” Casey said. “ Everyonefrom
front to back stepped up. Itisn’t dwayseasy to
do, but we did it.”

Heal so wanted to note that he saw the cham-
pionship asa“top-to-bottom effort” and praised
the coaching staff.

“Coach Keller's very passionate about the
game, and knowsal ot about it. He brought that
bothtous,” Casey said. “And assistant coaches
[Mike Hill and Drew Debowsky] were always
pushing ustoo.”

Keller said senior Kyle Stiano was another
important team member. He started out as a
forward but moved back to defense.

“Hedid atremendousjob, particularly inthe
state game. He shut down the leading scorer in
the state during the championship game,” he
said. “That was due to Kyle man-marking him
the entire game.”

Stiano said he felt the championship win
helped prove East Hampton as a soccer town
and move it out of its sports stereotype.

“We'vereally just been known as a basebal |
town before, but now we have a state champi-
onship to show for soccer,” he said.

Healso said that the challenge wastwo-fold
for the team this season, as they aso had to
adjust to a new coach and his new coaching

" The East HonHigh School boys soccer teamibaskig i thelow of its
first-ever state championship. Photo courtesy of East Hampton High School.

style.

“It really was awhole team effort this year,
the players and the coaches too,” Stiano said.
“Everyonedidtheir bestintheir ownroles, and
that’swhat won usthe championship thisyear.”

He also said that despite sharing thisyear's
championship with Somers, he was happy to
have ended his senior year this way.

“1 couldn’t have asked for a better ending,”
Stiano said. “I’ve been dreaming of this since
my freshman year, winning the state champi-
onship, and we did.”

Keller also said senior Connor Wall has been
another solid and consistent player throughout
the whole season.

“Our winsor losses come from whether you
can control the middle of thefield. He'sabox-
to-box player; he plays from one end to the
other, on attack and defense,” Keller said.
“Without him controlling the middle, it
would’ve been very difficult.”

Wall said that though the co-championship
victory was bittersweet to him, the “sweet far
outweighed the bitter.”

“The championship game was a statement.
We showed the skill and firethat our team has,”
he said. “We stuck to the well-established game
plan from coaches and each man upheld their
task.”

He also said he wanted to acknowledge the
“relentless efforts” of the entire team through-

out the season, and in the final game.

“The men that played on the field that day
depict, inan dl-round fashion, what ateam rep-
resents,” Wall said.

In addition, he said next year East Hampton
should use its combination of experience and
younger playersto keep other teams guessing.

“| feel theteam’s mix of youth, passion and
play style will al be factorsin catching oppo-
nents off guard,” he said. “They’re willing to
put in the work and that will take them where
they want to be.”

Inaddition, Keller said hewanted to empha-
size the importance of all seniors' efforts this
past season.

“They al stepped up on thefield and off the
field, challenging the young players, staying
motivated and staying focused,” hesaid. “They
challenged themselves to get better and chal-
lenged the younger guysto get better aswell.”

Keller also wanted to emphasize that the
teamis“only co-championsfor thisyear,” and
that their own championshipisnext year’'sgoal.

“Hopefully next year we can claim thetitle
for ourselves,” he said. “It's a mgjor motiva
tional point for us, and amajor goal ”

* k% %

For more photos from the championship
game versus Somers, as well as photos from
other games over the season, visit flickr.com/

photos/128472403@N02/s¢ety .



New Vice Chair for Marlborough School Board

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

The Board of Education, at its meeting last
Thursday, Nov. 20, elected member Wes
Skorski to serve as the board’s vice chairman.

Member Betty O’'Brien is stepping down
from therole, though she remains on the board.

Also at the meeting, Ruth Kelly was re-
elected board chair, and Louise Concodello
board secretary.

The elections of board officerswere drama-
free this time around. Last year at around this
sametime, it took two board meetingsfor mem-
bersto come to aconsensus on officers. At the
first one, the board was split right down the
middle on who should be chairman and who
should be vice chairman. At the second meet-
ing, the board — by atight 5-4 vote —agreed on
Kelly over Bob Clarkefor the position of chair-
man, and O’ Brien over Skorski for the role of
vice chairman.

O'Brien’s experience appeared to give her
the edge; Skorski at the time was new to the
school board, having been el ected mere weeks
earlier.

Thisyear, though, O’ Brien was actualy the
one to nominate Skorski for vice chair; a mo-
tion to name him vice chair and Concodello
secretary passed by an 8-0 vote, with board

member Judithe Kaplan abstaining. Explaining
her votein aphoneinterview thisweek, Kaplan
said shefelt board members should have more
experience before being elected chair or vice
chair.

In a separate vote, Kelly was unanimously
elected board chair.

Also at the Nov. 20 meeting, Superintendent
of Schools David Sklarz reported to the board
the New England School Development Coun-
cil (NESDEC) enrollment projections for the
2015-16 school year.

According to Sklarz, there are currently 28
sections at Marlborough Elementary School.
However, due to a predicted decline in enroll-
ment, the number of sectionsisslated to dip to
27, which would require one less full-time
teacher, yielding a savings of $50,000.

Sklarz went on to say enrollment is expected
to continueto decrease over the next fiveyears.
Some of the reasons for this, he said, include
decreasing birth rates, decreasing number of
building permits in town. Sklarz stressed that
other towns are handling similar situations.

Sklarz asked the board to consider how they
should plan for the decreasing enrollment and

look at it asatime for opportunities to reduce
class size or foster enrichment possibilities.
* k% %

Theboard also began its preliminary budget
discussions regarding the 2015-16 year.

Sklarz said certain items the board should
consider while building the budget — in addi-
tion to the aforementioned enrollment projec-
tions — include: class size guidelines, special
education requirements, staffing needs, contrac-
tual obligations, mandates, and requests from
departments balancing needs versus wants.

According to Sklarz, salaries make up 84
percent of the school budget, leaving other
needs and wants to fill the remaining 16 per-
cent. Employee salaries will increase approxi-
mately 2.7 percent, Sklarz said, and benefits
have been increasing by 6.6 percent or so the
last five years.

Cost per pupil in Marlboroughislower than
in Hebron and Andover, but that will beincreas-
ing dueto increasing out-of -district placements
at $135,000 and the full-day kindergarten pro-
gram costing $115,072, Sklarz said.

Thereisalsoincreasing costsassociated with
implementing Common Core and the teacher
eva uation system, Sklarz said. However, Sklarz

said heforesees some savingswith the $50,000
lessfrom the declinein enrollment and the Spe-
cia Education excess cost of approximately
$50,000.

The board then discussed the budget
timeline, and the overall feeling among mem-
bers was that they wanted a “wants versus
needs” budget, which makesclear whichitems
are necessary, and which onesaresimply items
the board wants. Also, since the board has com-
munity outreach meetings planned for January,
at which residents can offer their own budget
thoughts, board members said they wanted to
wait until then to begin crafting the 2015-16
spending plan, so as to allow time to receive
feedback.

Concodello told the board it should keep in
mind the state salary increase of three percent
and Clarke clarified that items previously left
out of budgets for cost savings and other rea-
sons have been caught up and built back into
the budget. Sklarz assured Clarke that every-
thing is caught up.

* k% %

The next Board of Education meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m., at
MES.

Andover Residents, Selectmen Talk Field Plans

by Geeta Schrayter

What's taking so long?

That seemed to be the question on several
residents’ minds Wednesday, as the Board of
Selectmen discussed the long-gestating plans
for arecreation field behind Andover Elemen-
tary School.

“We haveto do something different with the
way we handle things,” resident Jeff Maguire
said during a public comment session at the
beginning of the meeting. “This project is go-
ing to benefit the kids in town and it’s stayed
stagnant in my mind.”

The project hasbeen in theworkssince 2007,
and is supposed to include the construction of
a multi-use field behind Andover Elementary
School. A walking trail is also supposed to be
installed around the field, with the possibly to
later add facilities such as a pavilion and pic-
nic tables.

The construction for thefield will be funded
by a $225,000 grant the town was awarded
along with an additional $225,000 grant origi-
nally awarded to help build a new senior cen-
ter. When the cost of the center was estimated
to betoo much for the town at over $1 million,
the money was coupled with the field grant.

However, Maguire said at the meeting there
were issues with the field that needed to be
addressed from adesign standpoint. He said the
field dopesfour and ahalf feet from goal to goal,
and thefields are “tight” with no sidelines.

“You've got to bring in people that under-
stand soccer in this town,” he said. If not, he
added the town could end up wasting money
on fields that don’t get used.

After Maguire asked when the next meeting
on the fields would be, First Selectman Bob
Burbank explained the Inland Wetlands Com-
mission had reviewed the soccer field design,
and the project now heads to the Planning and
Zoning Commission [PZC], who “may or may
not recommend changesto the field.”

Burbank added the commission would bring
the design to a public hearing “and it will be

discussed.” He added the plan would then re-
turn to the selectmen.

“At the next regular [PZC] meeting, they will
accept the application and probably set a pub-
lic hearing,” he stated.

But resident Joan Foran felt the selectmen
should review the design sooner rather than
later. She reminded the selectmen part of the
money for the construction was coming from
money originally intended for the seniors, and
said “we're dealing with agreat deal of money.”

“Just looking at some plans, the design is of
aconcern, cost isaconcern, thesteep slopeisa
concern...” she stated. “I think the Board of
Selectmen needsto review it now and not keep
sending it out to other boards or other commis-
sions. You need to look at that plan.”

Resident Shannon Louden asked why dis-
cussion on the fields was initialy part of the
agendafor Wednesday’s meeting, but wasthen
removed. Burbank reiterated the plan needed
to go to the PZC for a public hearing first.

“We can't take any action until we have ap-
proval from [PZC]. They may or may not make
changesin the plan in which time their recom-
mendations will be brought in entirety to the
Board of Selectmen and at that point we will
know exactly what we'relooking for,” he stated.
“To look at it prior is premature, because we
don’t have the final draft.”

But despite this, after the public comment
session, when it came time to add or delete
itemsto the meeting agenda, selectwoman Julia
Haverl moved to add discussion on the proposed
field and current ball fieldsin town; the motion
passed.

During the discussion, Haverl wondered if
it made senseto hold aninformational meeting
prior to any PZC hearing, “with mapsand open
discussion with people from town because
there'salot of interest [in the project].”

She also wondered whether another site in
town could work for the fields, but Burbank
reminded her others had aready been exam-

ined and the property behind the school was
deemed best.

Thenew field was originally proposed to be
located by the ball fields on Long Hill Road,
but plans changed once engineers hired for the
project discovered the property cameinto wet-
lands. As aresult, other locations were exam-
ined, but it was the town-owned property be-
hind the elementary school that panned out.

After the site was decided, Burbank said he
received approval from the state for the loca
tion change. He added, referring to Maguire's
earlier comment, that engineers had said the
slopeof thefield wasa 1.5 percent grade, which
he was told wasn't unusual .

“1.5 percent is hardly noticeable if people
arewalking onit,” he stated.

But Haverl added “1 have serious doubtsthis
is going to be agood location.”

Regarding the size of thefield, Burbank also
said“thisisastandard-sized field for junior high
—that’'swhat I’'m told.”

Once the plans are finally approved by all
the boards and commissions in town it needs
to go before, they will head to the public for a
final vote. Selectwoman Cathy Desrosiers, not
convinced the project will be approved as it
currently stands, wondered if the money allot-
ted toward it could be used to fix thefields that
already exist on Long Hill Road.

Burbank however, said about themoney, “It's
not availablefor other projects,” to which Joan
Foran could be heard murmuring in the audi-
ence, “That's not true.”

Desrosiers furthered she had gone to the
building department to look at the present plan
and “wasn't terribly encouraged by it.”

“1 have serious concerns about that plan and
the location. | don’t think we're going to get a
good valuefor our dollar out of it,” shesaid. “I
just think it's a tragedy if it gets voted down
and welose all thismoney from the senior cen-
ter and fields”

In another public comment session at theend

of the meeting, residents continued to share
their thoughts regarding the plan.

Brian Trzcinski spoke up and said, “1 may
be naive but if we could get the money from
the senior center to the fields, we could prob-
ably adjust it from [being used for] new fields
to the existing fields,” he stated. “And if what
you're saying comes to light and [the plan] is
shut down, we need to be ahead of that and shift
courseif that's the action we need to take.”

Dennis Foran spoke as well and said the se-
lectmen should provide a cost estimate along
with the plan as well as a timeline for the
project.

“From here on everything should be out in
the open,” he stated.

Marie Burbank — Bob's wife — also shared
some thoughts, reminding those present the
plans weren’t for “just a soccer field.”

“Thisis arecreation field. It has awalking
trail that goes around the soccer field,” she
stated. “This should be viewed as arecreation
field and a so the future plan wasto add maybe
tables for people to come and gather.”

She added, “| think we need to look at this
in the whole picture,” which she said was for
adults and seniors as well as children.

But Foran said under the present plan, she
wasn't sure how any of that would be possible.

“We don’t even have room for benches for
thekids[inthecurrent plan],” Foransaid. “I'm
not saying we don’t need fields or have acom-
mitment to every age group, but what I’ m tell-
ingyouislook at theplan: it sawaste of money.
It doesn’'t matter if it comesfrom thestate or is
based on our tax bases, money is money, and
unless we come up with a valid reason other
that ‘we have $450,000; oh, let'sspend it I'm
not going to be satisfied with the plan.”

* k% *

The next regular Board of Selectmen meet-
ing is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 7, at 7
p.m. in the Andover Town Hall community
room.



Andover Food Pantry in Running for $20K

by Geeta Schrayter

Visions of $20,000 are dancing around the
heads of thoseinvolved with theAndover Food
Pantry this season, asthey hopeto be one of 75
food pantries nationwide to receive money as
part of the Walmart Food Pantry Holiday
Makeover.

Food Pantry Director Joan Soucy, who has
been involved with the pantry since it began
seven years ago, explained this week she re-
ceived an email from FoodShare in September
mentioning the contest. Even though Soucy
thought “there’s probably a snowball’s chance
inHell we'dwinit,” sheapplied for the contest
and was pleasantly surprised when they were
selected along with four other Connecticut pan-
tries to participate.

“1 said, ‘Ohmy goodness, | can't believethey
choseus,’” Soucy added, explaining she’snow
trying to get the word out to as many people as
possible.

The contest runs through Dec. 12 and until
then, individuals can cast a vote for the pantry
each day through their Facebook accounts. Of
the 166 pantriesonthelist, the 75 with the most
votes will receive $20,000 each.

Walmart'sgoal for the contest, according to
its website, is to “strengthen communities by
hel ping food pantries acrossthe country refresh
their facilitiesto makeit easier for themto help
families who may struggle with hunger.”

In total, $1.5 million will be donated to the

winning pantries.

If Andover wins, its share of that pot would
be used to create a more permanent space for
the pantry’s operations. Currently, Soucy ex-
plained, the food pantry runs out of the base-
ment of Andover Congregationa Church. Twice
aweek, volunteers set everything up, then break
things back down and put everything in stor-
age until the next time.

Soucy stated there's a building behind the
church that the church said the food pantry
could useif the money isfound to renovate the
building.

“But of course, where do you find the
money?’ Soucy asked, mentioning the pantry
“strictly operates on donations.”

Soucy said the pantry had licensed contrac-
tors willing to help with the renovations, but
getting money for the materials was the prob-
lem.

Winning the contest, she said, “would be a
really great chanceto put [money] towardsthat
building and get renovations done and make it
accessible and al that. And we could have the
pantry set up right out there and not have to
share space. That's where we're at right now
so we're going to do our best to try to win that
contest.”

In addition, Soucy said the present spaceis-
sues mean the pantry is unable to service as
many people as they’d like. For instance, 162

familieswere provided with acomplete Thanks-
giving meal this year — but that number could
have been higher.

“We could be serving alot more but our funds
aresmall and we don't havethe spacesoit lim-
its us to what we can actually get,” she said.
“For example, we picked up turkeys the same
day as the distribution because we don’t have
the room or freezersto store them, so it limits
us.”

With amore permanent space, shesaid, “We
could maybe get agood buy on something and
we can say, ‘Okay, we're putting it away for
Christmas.” But we can't do that now because
we don't have the storage area.”

Soucy added she wanted to get the word out
to the broader community about the contest,
since the pantry services people from towns
outside Andover aswell.

“We're a community food pantry; we don’t
refuse anyone who comes in from any of the
surrounding towns,” she said.

TheAndover Food Pantry isdescribed onthe
contest website as “a resource to all those in
need of food in [the] community.”

The pantry hostsaregular food pantry, apan-
try geared toward senior citizens, and amobile
FoodShare site open to the public. Soucy shared
along with food, the pantry offers items such
as personal hygiene supplies and resources to
people who come by.

“We take al kinds of donations of different
things so we can help [peopl€] out one way or
another, if not strictly with food then with some-
thing else,” Soucy said. “We're a community
giving center,” shesaid, adding everyoneworks
hard to make the donations go as far as pos-
sible, including using coupons to get the big-
gest bang for their buck.”

Timeagain, Soucy said that hard work’s paid
off, and Thanksgiving was the | atest example:
between coupons and items from FoodShare,
Soucy said the Thanksgiving basketsthat were
distributed cost the pantry just 99 cents each.
That's 162 complete Thanksgiving dinners for
just $162.

“Wereally work hard at it because we're not
actually in the budget from the town or church”
Soucy explained. She added “we don’t refuse
anybody and we just want to reach out to ev-
erybody; nobody in need should go hungry.”

And now it’sup to the public to help the pan-
try so that they, in turn, can continue to help
the community.

Individuals can vote by going to
wm8.wa mart.com/holidaymakeover/#/, typing
in “Connecticut” in the lower search field and
clicking on “vote” underneath the Andover
Food Pantry. A link to the contest can also be
found on the town website at andoverct.org. A
Facebook account is required to vote, and one
vote can be cast each day.

Public Hearing Held on Colchester
Zoning Regulation Changes

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

The Planning and Zoning Commission
[PZC] hasalot tomull over after apublic hear-
ing Wednesday regarding changing some of the
zoning regulations.

PZC aready had regulation revisionsin the
works, but postponed implementing them ear-
lier this year, following the state Appellate
Court’sruling against the Monroe Planning and
Zoning Commission in an appeal filed by a
developer. Inits decision, the court said PZCs
needed to be more detailed in their regulations,
and offer specific reasons for zoning changes.
After that decision, Colchester's commission
revisited their regulations to align with what
the court said.

PZC Chairman Joseph Mathieu explained at
the beginning of the meeting.

“It regards the ability of the board to wave
regulations,” Mathieu said. “Thereareisolated
sections [of the regulations] that had potential
problematic revisions”

Town Planner Adam Turner explained that
many of the changes are due to added preci-
sionintheregulationsand to defineregulations.
However along with that, some of the zoning
changes regarded changing names of some
zones to align with the town’s Plan of Conser-
vation and Devel opment.

During Wednesday night’s meeting, two par-
ticular areas of concern were brought up con-
cerning residential lots becoming commercial
lots. One wasthelot behind Tractor Supply on
Lake Hayward Road. The other lot was 9
Loomis Rd. which had been asplit-zoned lot —
half commercial and half residential.

Oneresident seemed particularly concerned
with the change to the Tractor Supply lot, and
how it would impact the development area

around Starwood Trail and Carli Boulevard.

Commission memberssaid they had not been
aware that any of the zoning boundaries were
changing. However, after double-checking,
Turner clarified the lot behind Tractor Supply
and the one at 9 Loomis Rd. would indeed be
changing zones.

“There is an existing residential lot behind
Tractor Supply,” Turner said. “It’s being con-
sidered for future development because the
water and sewer go out that way.”

Susan Mausteller of 6 LoomisRd. expressed
concern over the changing of the current split-
zoning at 9 Loomis Rd., which has been ap-
proved for a gas station/drive-thru restaurant
combination.

“How will you address transition proper-
ties?” Mausteller said. “Peoplelike meareright
next to acommercial section. Thevillageitself
has specific language, but people like me next
to it are not thought of .”

Mathieu told Mausteller the regul ations gen-
erally require buffering and transitions between
ZOnes.

John Bear, another resident of LoomisRoad,
said there have been many concerns expressed
over the proposed change to 9 Loomis.

“Theland isrural, raw land,” Bear said. “I
was involved with the original developments.
The primary objective was to keep the rural
character. Most people who built there had the
sameidea”

Bear said thelot changing zoneswould have
amajor impact on the neighborhood.

“Asit sitsnow, there' sagood situation,” Bear
said of the lot. Currently the commercial sec-
tion hasfrontage on Route 16. “1’m not adverse
to how it is. It would have adverse impacts on

neighborsif changed. Thereis an overwhelm-
ing majority of residents on Loomis and Old
Country [roads] that would strongly voice op-
position.”

Mathieu told Bear that his concerns were
well articulated and thanked him for the com-
ments.

“Over the longer period of the last decade,
we have tried to correct the issue of split par-
celsand zones running through property lines,”
Mathieu said. “It makes for difficult decision-
making. The overarching goal of planningisto
have zoning lines encompass entire properties.
That's not to say there may be some circum-
stances that we would maintain the zone to bi-
sect property.”

Mathieu went on to state that at this point,
the board is not looking at individual proper-
ties, but the long term future.

Christopher Bourque, chairman of theAgri-
cultural Commission, said yes it's the goal to
do away from split zoning, but sometimes
there’'s agood reason for the split.

“We should maintain Loomis Road as resi-
dential,” Bourque said. “Logically it's one of
the instances of why there was a split. There's
commercial lots on Route 16, but not on
Loomis”

George Veneziano, owner of the lot at 9
Loomis Rd., said he appreciated everyone's
concerns.

“1 understand where they’re coming from,”
Veneziano said. “The way | plan to develop
would betasteful. Therewould be abuffer with
trees along the way. 1’ve spoken with Susan
before. | went along with what they were ask-
ing. | would not open the door to anything dis-
tasteful. I’ m al so constrained by septic and the

wells”

Another changein the regulations concerned
the Eight Mile River watershed. Turner said the
changeto the areawould mean that |ots cannot
expand within 200 feet of the wetland. It does
not mean if they are commercial lots that they
cannot be commercial anymore—just that they
cannot expand too closely to the wetlands.

The commission took no action on the regu-
lation changes, and said it will deliberate on
them further at its Dec. 17 meeting.

* % %

Also at the meeting, the commission ap-
proved a family subdivision on Pine Brook
Road. Jamie and Josh Ruitto, brother and sis-
ter, had applied to build houses on land pur-
chased from their grandmother. Theland totals
97.5 acres, however only avery small portion
of theland isbeing used for the houses and the
remaining 93 acres will remain joint custody
and undevel oped.

“1 live across the road,” John Koopman, a
resident of the area, said. “I’ve watched them
grow up. It’sbeen Jim Ruitto’sdream for them
to live on that street.”

Koopman saidit’sonly fair that theland stay
inthe family and the town not take the 10 acres
for open space usually required of developers.
There is a provision in the zoning regulations
that states that when land stays within a fam-
ily, the family does not haveto give the 10 per-
cent of the land to the town for open space.

The commission unanimously approved the
application for the subdivision — and stressed
the terms about the open space would need to
be clearly noted in any deed for the property. If
the family wereto sell the land, the open space
requirement would go into effect.



Portland Water Rate | ncreases Floated

by John TyczkowsKi

TheBoard of Selectmen presented aproposal
Wednesday evening for increasing town water
rates to combat the growing water and sewer
deficit.

In a discussion at the selectmen’s Nov. 5
meeting, Water and Sewer Commission chair
Dick Cote said the budgetsfor water and sewer
servicesin town are running asignificant defi-
citin around $600,000 — a deficit that is grow-
ing by around $2,000 to $3,000 a week.

At thisweek’s meeting, Cote confirmed that
the budget for water services alone was run-
ning adeficit of around $262,000, as of June.

Over the past six months, that deficit has
grown by around $3,200 a week, or by about
another $86,000 total.

According to the numbers Director of Fi-
nance Tom Robinson prepared, up for consid-
eration would be 12.5 percent increases across
theboard on unmetered and metered water sales
and water salesto public authorities.

Theplan also laid out ameter schedule with
rate increases for each size of meter in town.
Quarterly rates per meter size would be about
double under the proposed plan.

In addition, there would a so be 20 percent
increases on incidental charges such as private
fire protection, service connections and cross
connection.

In addition, thewater rate proposal included
adding a new charge to the genera fund for
town fire hydrants, of aflat $200 per year, per
hydrant. That would result in an extra$50,000,
from the town’s 250 hydrants.

The flat fee was chosen after a review of
surrounding towns' hydrant fees, First
Selectwoman Susan Bransfield said.

Current budgeted expendituresfor town wa-
ter services are about $1,377,555. With these
proposed rateincreasesin place, thetown could
generate a total of $1,389,120 to cover its ex-

by John Tyczkowski

Portland High School held its annual fall
sports awards ceremony Tuesday evening.
Teamshonored that evening included girls and
boys' cross country, boys soccer and swim-
ming.

Athletic Director Rick Borg noted in his
welcomeremarksthat thisyear had been aban-
ner year for Portland sports.

“No season has ever cometo an end at Port-
land High School before with two state cham-
pions,” hesaid. “ Congratul ationsto them both.”

Borg also said that in the 50 years the Con-
necticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference
(CIAC) hasbeen awarding state championships
in various sports, Portland has won 16 state
championships

“And four of those 16 were won in the last
13 months,” he said to applause.

Borg said girls' cross country is the high
school’sleader in state championships, having
won seven for the school intheir entire history.

“They’vewon almost half of all the champi-
onships,” hesaid. “ There'sno other sport that’s
won more than two. We areagirls’ cross coun-
try state power.”

In addition, Borg mentioned how the extra-
competitive nature of the Shoreline Conference
teams “elevated” Portland sports.

“We play in a conference that is in many
sports more difficult to win the conference
championship than it isto win the state cham-
pionship,” he said. “What the Shoreline Con-
ference teaches you isto get better, or get em-
barrassed.

“And we keep getting better,” he said.

Portland Middle School Principal Scott
Giegerich aso spoke at the ceremony, about
Portland sports teams’ recognition for their
sportsmanship.

“Over the past two years, the Shoreline Con-
ference has recognized a team as the most
sportsmanliketeam in the conference,” hesaid.
“For the past two years, our boys' soccer team
was recognized.”

However, the team topped that this year,
Giegerich said.

“The Connecticut High School Soccer
Coaches' Association awarded the George F.
Ritchie Sportsmanship Award, out of theentire
state, to Portland High School boys' soccer,”
he said.

After separating into smaller awards ceremo-
nies, cross county coach and PHS math teacher
Isha Murphy wove in personal anecdotes with
the story of Canadian Terry Fox, to drive home
his points about believing in your abilities and

penses.

That would leave $11,565 in the budget for
“alittle bit of room for variables,” Bransfield
said.

“You don’t know how many customers are
going to pay, you don’t know how much water
people will actually use,” she said.

This should stop the annual deficit from
growing, but would not begin to reduce it,
Bransfield said. Shesaid thisrateincrease, com-
bined with the freeze discussed at |east meet-
ing on discretionary water and sewer spending,
could serve as an avenue to begin cutting the
deficit.

Selectman Carl Chudzik said hewasin sup-
port of the rate increase, but stressed the im-
portance of coming up with aconcrete plan soon
to cut the deficit.

“We haveto at |east stop the bleeding; some-
thing like [thisrate increase] hasto be put in,”
he said. “But we also have to think about the
deficit, and how we're going to cut it. That big
number isstill sitting out there, and it will stay
there”

Cote praised thetown for itswork in prepar-
ing the rate review, but urged for quick action.

“1 was pleasantly surprised with the thor-
oughness of everything you'vedonehere,” Cote
said. “| appreciatewhat you'redoing, | just want
to stress that we need to get it done as quickly
aspossible”

Under the proposed rate increase, the aver-
age household family user, using 9,300 cubic
feet of water a year, would see a yearly water
rate increase of about $155, or a quarterly in-
crease of about $39.

Public Works Director Rick Kelsey said ac-
tual numbersfor userscould be higher or lower
depending on other factors such as their exact
amount of water used each year, aswell asthe
number of peoplein their household.

working to the best of them, and always con-
tributing what you can, no matter how insig-
nificant it might seem.

Fox was a high school athlete who in 1980,
after losing his right leg to cancer, decided to
run across Canadafrom Newfoundland to Brit-
ish Columbia, and to raise $1 for every Cana
dian, of which therewere24 million at thetime.

After receiving an artificial leg, Fox man-
aged to run over 3,300 miles, broken up into a
marathon, or 26 miles, each day, until he had
to stop the run due to a resurgence of his can-
cer, which claimed hislife the following year.

Murphy told the athletes to let Fox inspire
them, as Murphy himself was inspired when
he followed Fox’s story at the time.

“|t takes someone like Terry Fox, or perhaps
someone in this room here, to inspire others,
whether it'safreshman or an 8th grader, some-
onewho has seen uspracticeall year,” hesaid.

Murphy then spoke his two inspirational
quotes he used over the year: “Allow for the
possihility, and whatever you do may seemin-
significant, but it’'s most important that you do
it

Murphy then called up each cross country
athlete, mentioned a few of their accomplish-
mentsand gave them awards. Hea so presented
each member of the girls’ cross country team
with Canadian one dollar coinsfeaturing Terry
Fox to commemorate their championship vic-
tory.

Senior Jonathan Dolan, who was awarded his
second All-State athlete title this year, the first
inthe school’s history, and who wasrecognized
as an All-Conference athlete this year, also re-
ceived aloonie.

Gianna D’ Angelo, Rachel Osak and Jacob
Godwin al received the 133% Award for their
outstanding dedication and effort. Shannon
Dolan, an All-State and All-Conference Ath-
lete, received the Top Freshman Award.
Michaela Paternostro and David Tracey re-
ceived the Most Improved Athlete Award.
Brooke Townsend and Jonathan Dolan both
received the Most Valuable Athlete Award. Fi-
nally, Molly Kidd received an award for her
dedication to and support for the team, despite
missing the entire year due to an injury.

Theteam seniorsal so surprised Murphy with
a gift, as did the teams for their respective
seniorsaswell.

Jonathan Dolan said he and Shannon, whois
his sister, joked about being dual winners, as,
since he's a senior and she's a freshman, they
would only have the one year to do it.

“We knew coming intoit that it would be an
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“People could belooking at somethinginthe
range of a$120-$160 increase per year depend-
ing on that,” he said.

At the same time, Kelsey recommended the
board look into upping meter charges for the
large eight-inch meters that serve the golf
course and several surrounding streets.

Therearefour such metersintown, currently
charged $80 per quarter. The revised rate sheet
recommended charging $150 per quarter.

“Those revised numbers, | think, are low,”
hesaid. “1 would suggest to you that those num-
bersget increased from $150 to something more
in line with what [the Metropolitan District
Commission] ischarging for those same-sized
meters, which isin the $400 range.”

That way, Kelsey said, the town might be
able to lower the flat meter charge slightly for
5/8 inch meters, which there are over 2,100 of
in town.

“You might be able to get to the same place
with revenue and maybe not hurt the house-
hold that has a couple peoplein it that are go-
ing to get hit by a big increase on their meter
charge even if they have lower water usage,’
he said.

By way of an example, Kelsey provided av-
eraged figures he worked out for a two-person
household using alower amount of water than
9,300 cubic feet per year.

“Now they would be paying about $260 per
year, and under this plan, they would be pay-
ing around $342 per year,” he said. “The ma-
jority of that charge would be a meter charge.
So it’s pretty important that we look at that.”

At the same time, Bransfield reminded the
board and those in attendance that customers
on some streets surrounding the golf course,
such as Bartlett Hill Road, pay a private com-
pany to read their meters.

“They dready do pay feesfor their individua

meters; it just doesn’t come back to the town,”
she said.

Bransfield and the board agreed to review
that concern as part of aprocess of preparing a
finalized water rate increase proposal for resi-
dents.

Also, Bransfield urged sel ectmen to remem-
ber the law of diminishing returnsin terms of
water and sewer feesin planning.

“We can’t outprice ourselves; we don’t want
to drive customers away,” she said. “We have
to be very careful how we do this. This pro-
posal will have animpact on users, definitely.”

Water and Sewer Commission member
Norman Ward, who said he was a regular at-
tendee at Board of Selectmen discussions on
this matter, said the commission supported the
rate review and proposed increase.

“We wholeheartedly support this increase;
we haveto. Can we afford it? No. But we can’t
afford not to do it,” he said. “We just have to
bite the bullet and move forward.”

According to the town charter, al of these
rates would have to be presented to town resi-
dentsfor discussion. The town serves approxi-
mately 1,500 sewer customersand 2,300 water
customers.

The selectmen chose Wednesday, Jan. 21, at
7 p.m., astheir tentative time for atown meet-
ing on water rates.

In addition, selectmen will have to create a
proposal for theincrease of sewer ratesaswell,
to address that department’s deficit.

Bransfield said the board would have the
numbers on those ready for discussion at the
next meeting later this month.

* k% %

The next Board of Selectmen meeting will
take place on Wednesday, Dec. 17, a 7:30 p.m.
in the Mary Flood Room of Portland Library.

The Portland High School girls' cross country team was honored at an awar ds
ceremony Tuesday. The girls captured the Class S State Title on Oct. 25. Brooke
Townsend led the Highlanders, placing fourth, while teammates Shannon Dolan
placed fifth, Rachel Osak placed 22nd, Gianna D’ Angelo placed 27th, Amelia Cooper
placed 33rd, Michaela Pater nostro placed 55th and Bridget Reddington placed 62nd.
From left are Coach Isha Murphy, Allison Tewkesbury, Gianna D’ Angelo, Molly
Kidd, Amelia Cooper, Michaela Paternostro, Bridget Reddington, Erin Springer,
Shannon Dolan, Abby Dillon, Kiley Lord and Ashley Cappello. Inthefront row are
captains Rachel Osak, Mikaela Smith and Brooke Townsend. Photo by Lynne

Townsend.

impressive thing, having two athletes from the
same house win these awards,” he said. “I was
trying to keep it, and shewastrying to earnit.”

Shannon Dolan said having her brother in-
volved in cross country helped with her transi-
tion into the sport and into high school.

She also said she never had a “mid-career
low.”

“1"'m generally a pretty positive person, so |
never really had aracethat | wasgenuinely dis-
appointed with,” shesaid. “I thought | did pretty
good throughout the year.”

Jonathan said that he experienced somefrus-
tration when hehad to missaraceinthemiddlie
of the season due to his shin splits.

“| battlewith them every year, but these ones
were a lot worse and | thought | might have
actualy stressfractured my legs,” hesaid. “But
| took five days off and, with a lot of icing,
came back.

“| wasalittlediscouraged, right in themiddle
of the season, but | was happy that | was able
to save the season,” he said.

Jonathan said he plansto major in computer
engineering in college. He also doesn't intend
tojoin any collegiate sports teams; he plansto
run on the club sports or intramural level only.

“1 might also try abunch of other sports, like
Ultimate Frisbee,” he said.

Shannon said that it was “definitely over-
whelming” between both her personal accom-
plishments and the team’s championship vic-
tory.

“At the beginning, we thought a champion-
ship might be possible, but then toward the end
of the season we weren’t really sure,” she said.
“And then, we won.”

Shannon also said she plansto duplicate her
freshman year success next year.

“Injuries happen, other things happen that
you don’'t plan on,” she said. “But I'm very
hopeful and ready to go.”

* k% %

Look in next week’s Rivereast for afeature
on the Portland girls' soccer team’s Class S
Championship victory.



Obituaries

East Hampton

Mary L. Carr

Mary Legassey Carr,
66, of East Hampton,
beloved wife, mother,
sister, aunt and friend,
passed away peacefully
at Middlesex Hospital
Tuesday, Nov. 18, sur-
rounded by her loved
ones. Sheleavesher lov-
ing husband Marvin
Carr; her daughter,
Lauren Carr; her sister, Susan Matterazzo and her
husband Bill; her brother-in-law, John Formica
and his wife Linda Lavallee; her niece, Cheri
Pugatch; and her nephews, John Matterazzo and
Scott Formica.

Mary was born in Rockvilleto the late Claude
and Edith (DallaCorte) Legassey on Oct. 6, 1948.
Shegrew upin Middletown with her sisters, Carol
and Susan, and her brother, Jack. She attended
the University of Connecticut in Storrsand gradu-
ated in 1970 with a bachelor’s degree in retail
management.

After pursuing aretail career in Boston, Mass.,,
she returned to Connecticut and earned a teach-
ing certificate from the University of Saint Jo-
seph in West Hartford. She taught home econom-
ics at Illing Junior High School in Manchester
for six years before getting married to her hus-
band, Marvin, in 1977. In 1980, she gave birth to
her daughter Lauren. She took up retail banking
in 1996 and retired in 2007.

Mary wasagifted artist who pursued her crafts
in the evenings. She taught rubber stamping at
numerousretail outletsin central Connecticut. She
enjoyed the close, lifelong friendships of her
UConn classmates, al of whom supported her
tirelessly during her protracted illness. She will
be remembered for her effortless smile, kindness,
grace and strength.

She was laid to rest in East Hampton on Nov.
21. Memorial contributions may be madeto: The
MS Program Fund of Dr. Weiner, Brigham and
Women's Hospital, 116 Huntington Ave., Bos-
ton, MA 02116.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Colchester

Bernard F. Oppelt

Bernard F. Oppelt, 86, of Colchester, passed
away suddenly Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 27.
Born Feb. 27, 1928 in Hartford, he was a son of
the late Walter and Edna (Covey) Oppelt.

Bernard married BettyAnn Doucette on Nov.
23, 1957. She survives him.

Hewas aproud veteran having served with the
U.S. Army during the Korean War. Hewas also a
member of the American Legion in Colchester
and was a member of the Antique Veterans of
Colchester providing memorial service military
honors.

Bernard retired several yearsago after acareer
with the Connecticut Department of Labor as a
mail room and supply manager. He was always a
hard-working man, holding down two jobs most
of hisworking career.

He enjoyed traveling abroad and gardening at
home. He loved air shows and was an avid tour-
nament bowler for over 25 years. Bernard also
volunteered at the Bowling office in East Hart-
ford for many years.

In addition to his beloved wife BettyAnn, sur-
vivors include a sister and brother-in-law, Bar-
bara and Paul Bansen of Winter Haven, Fla; a
brother, Walter Oppelt Jr. of Rockville; a niece
and her family, Tammy and Henry Jolly and their
children, Katie, Matthew and Brian of New
Mexico; a nephew, Glenn Bansen of Winter Ha-
ven, Fla.; hisbeloved pets, Oreo the dog and Grace
the cat; and numerous extended family members
and friends.

Calling hours were held Tuesday, Dec. 2, at
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old
Hartford Rd., Colchester, and Wednesday, Dec.
3, followed by the funeral servicethat morning at
the funeral home. Burial was in the Rose Hill
Memoria Park in Rocky Hill with full military
honors.

Donations in his memory may be made to the
Humane Society of the United States, 2100 L St.
NW, Washington, DC 20037.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

East Hampton
Yvonne Anne Hallberg

Yvonne Anne (Boule) (Barrett) Hallberg, 88,
of East Hampton, beloved wife of Roy Hallberg,
died Wednesday, Nov. 26, at her home. Born Oct.
30, 1926 in Middletown, she was the daughter of
the late Camille and Valentine (Deloye) Boule.

Yvonne had retired from Northeast Utilities
where she had worked asa secretary. Y vonnewas
a member of Amaranth and a member of the
Belltown Antique Car Club. She was a parishio-
ner of St. Patrick Church in East Hampton.

Sheissurvived by her husband, Roy Hallberg;
two sons, Rowland Barrett and wife Nancy of
Jamestown, R.1., NelsBarrett and wife Juliane of
Mansfield Center; a daughter, Leslie Moore and
husband Gerald of East Haven; two stepsons,
Gordon Hallberg of East Hampton, Karl Hallberg
of Virginia; a step-daughter, Jacqueline Burdick
of East Hampton; a sister, Helene Kieft of
Middletown; 10 grandchildren, five step-grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her brother, Henry
Boule. Funeral serviceswere held Monday, Dec.
1, in Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East
Hampton. Burial followed in Union Hill Cem-
etery. Friendscalled at the funeral home Monday
morning, before the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
madeto St. Jude Children’s Hospital 501 St. Jude
Place Memphis, TN 38105-1942 or to Shriner’'s
Hospital for Children 51 Blossom St. Boston, MA
02114.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Colchester

PatriciaA. Grenier

PatriciaA. Grenier, 59, of East Hartford, for-
merly of Colchester, passed away Sunday after-
noon, Nov. 30, at Hartford Hospital, after a cou-
rageous battle with leukemia. Born Aug. 2, 1955,
in Norwich, she was a daughter of the late John
and Stella (Anuszewicz) Skut.

For over 32 years, Patricia worked as the of -
fice manager for the 100 Club of Connecticut,
helping families of fallen fire and police officers.

Patricia enjoyed sewing, quilting, antiquing
and walking her dogs on the beach with her com-
panion Vic Strazdas. She was an avid gardener
and a woman of many talents and abilities. She
loved to fix and refurbish old things to become
new and beautiful. Most importantly, she will be
remembered by her family as a soft spoken and
devoted mother, grandmother and friend.

She will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered by her son, Justin and his wife June Potter
of Westbrook; a sister, Marie and her husband
Robert Tarnowski of Salem; a grandson, John
Potter and many extended family and friends.

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased
by two grandsons, Dylan and Matthew and asis-
ter, Joan Oliver.

Calling hours were held Thursday, Dec. 4, at
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old
Hartford Rd., Colchester, and again today, Dec.
5, at 10 am. A funeral Mass will follow today at
11am. at St. Andrew Churchin Colchester. Burial
will be private.

Donations in her memory may be made to:
Delete Blood Cancer, (Bone Marrow Donation),
100 Broadway, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10005.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Portland

Sharon Carroll

Sharon Nan (Casey) Carroll, 68, of Portland,
passed away Monday, Dec. 1, at Middlesex Hos-
pital. Bornin Bristol, she was the daughter of the
late Robert and Jean (LaCroix) Casey and had
lived in Portland the last seven years.

Sharonissurvived by four sons, Bryan Carroll
of Haddam, Jayson Carroll of Howland, ME, Jer-
emy Carroll of Middletown and Lucas Carroll of
Portland; seven grandchildren, Amber, Jake,
Connor, Jessa, Aislinn, Zoe and Morrigan; and a
great-grandson, Timothy.

A memorial servicewill be held today, Dec. 5,
at 4 p.m., at Doolittle Funeral Home, 14 Old
Church St., Middletown. Burial will be at the
convenience of the family. There will be no call-
ing hours.

To share memories or send condolencesto the
family, visit doolittlefuneral service.com.

Portland
Earl P. Hill

Earl P. Hill, 88, hus-
band of Ada (Rose) Hill
passed away Thursday,
Nov. 20, at Cobalt Heath |
Care and Rehabilitation
Center. Earl, alongtime
resident of Portland, |
wasborninMiddletown | %
Feb. 7, 1926, to Thomas
J. Hill and Nellie
(Peterson) Hill.

Heissurvived by his
wife of 62 years; a
brother, T. John Hill of
Cromwell; a daughter, Joanne Morariu and hus-
band Thomas Morariu of East Hampton and their
children Lauraand M egan; and three sons, Charlie
P. Hill and his wife Janice Gedlund of Shoreline,
Wash., and their children Davis and Meredith;
Thomas P. Hill and his wife Cindi Hill of
Franklinton, N.C., and their children Carissaand
Nathan; David P. Hill and his wife Liz
Aschenbrenner of Captain Cook, Hawaii.

Earl was predeceased by his daughter, Susan
Hill, of Durham, N.C.; asister, Helen Dillon; and
brothers Leroy and George Hill.

Earl graduated from Middletown High School,
class of 1944 and then served in World War |1 as
an Army mortarman in the European Theater. He
graduated from UConn with a degreein business
and had a long career in the insurance industry.
Earl enjoyed spending time with his family and
was a master at leading political discussions
around the dinner table. He al so enjoyed frequent
golf games with friends and relatives and played
in the Portland Golf league.

A service will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, Dec.
12, at the First Congregational Church, 554 Main
St., in Portland, followed by a burial.

Andover
Chester Joseph Grabowski

Chester Joseph Grabowski, 97, formerly of
Windsor Locks, Rockville and Andover, husband
of the late Stella (Kalina) Grabowski, died Tues-
day, Nov. 25, at an area convalescent home. He
was born in Manchester April 18, 1917, son of
Joseph and Mary (Lazarz) Grabowski.

Chester wasraised in Manchester and Andover,
where he helped his parents run the largest dairy
farm in Andover, and was aresident of Rockville
for 50 years before moving to Windsor Locks in
1999. Prior to retiring in 1982, he had been a
machinist at Hamilton Standard Company for over
30 years.

Chester had a passion for antiques and was a
dealer at many antique shows and flea markets
throughout the state. Hewas also alongtime mem-
ber of St. John’s PN.C. Church in Manchester.

Heissurvived by two sons, Richard Grabowski
and his wife Mary of Ellington, and their four
children, twins Mark and Glen Hodgson, Joel
Hodgson, and Gail Liezwski; Roy and Lynette
Grabowski of Manchester; three great-grandchil-
dren, Joshua, Emily, and Allison; and several
nieces, nephews, sisters-in-law, and brothers-in-
law. Also surviving him is his longtime compan-
ion, Ann Collette, and her family.

Chester was predeceased by histwo sistersand
his brother, Helen Bielak, Sally Kirka and Henry
Grabowski.

A prayer service was held Saturday, Nov. 29,
at the Holmes Funeral Home, 400 Main St.,
Manchester. Burial followed in St. John's PN.C.
Cemetery in Manchester. Visiting hourswere Sat-
urday, before the service.

Memoria contributions may be made to the
American Heart Association.

To leave amessagefor hisfamily, visit holmes-
watkinsfuneralhomes.com.

Colchester

Patrick FrancisVickers

Patrick FrancisVickers, 74, passed away peace-
fully Friday, Nov. 28, at Harrington Court,
Colchester. He was born Dec. 15, 1939, in Hart-
ford, to the late George and Catherine Mullane
Vickers. He graduated and attended East Hart-
ford High School, and was a proud veteran of the
United States Marine Corps.

Patrick was a communicant of Blessed Sacra-
ment Church in East Hartford. He was a loving
father devoted to his family, always available to
lend a helping hand to anyonein need. Hewasan
avid Red Sox and Patriotsfan, and enjoyed spend-
ing time with hisfamily. He will be remembered
as being a very loving son, father, grandfather,
brother and friend. He loved the outdoors sports,
playing with hisgrandchildren, camping and cars.
Most of al, he loved his family.

Patrick is survived by his son, Patrick Mat-
thew Vickers of Manchester; daughter, Angelyn
Vickersof Colchester; sisters, Sally Ann Renolds
of Blandford, Mass., and Peg Vickers Whittaker
and her hushand Wally of Chandler, Ariz.; grand-
children Elyssia, Justin, Andrew and Christian.

Family and friends attended calling hours Tues-
day, Dec. 2, followed immediately by a celebra-
tion of life service, all at Glastonbury Funeral
Home, 450 New London Tpke., Glastonbury.
Burial is private and at the convenience of the
family.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Patrick’s
memory can be made to Harrington Court, 59
Harrington Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 or to Vitas
Hospice, 628 Hebron Ave. Suite 300, Glastonbury
CT 06033.

To leave an online condolence, visit
glastonburyfuneral.com.

Middle Haddam
George R. Creeger

George R. Creeger of Middle Haddam died
peacefully Saturday, Nov. 1, at Brookside Nurs-
ing Home in Wilder, Vt.

Born in 1925 in Attleboro, Mass., the son of
Methodist minister whose parishes included
Middletown, Connecticut (where George met his
wife Elva, the daughter of Wesleyan University
professor Carl Stearns - they were married there
in 1951), and other New England towns, hegradu-
ated from Depaw University in 1945, Phi Beta
Kappa. After graduation, he served atour of duty
as an Army Air Corps Master Sargent at
Tachikawa airbase in post-war Japan.

He returned to pursue graduate study at Yale
where he earned Master’s and PhD degrees and
wasaJunior Sterling Fellow. Hired asan English
instructor at Wesleyan University in 1951, by the
time of hisretirement in 1999, he had served as
Professor of English, Director of the College of
Letters, Dean of the College, Secretary and Chair
of the Faculty, and was the Wilbur Fisk Osborne
Professor of English.

A teacher first and foremost, Dr. Creeger's
appreciation of al thingsbeautiful produced many
coursesand publications on Romantic and Ameri-
can literature and poetry, American art, architec-
ture, and material culture, and opera. Known asa
brilliant teacher whose deep resonant voice was
instantly recognizable, he was much beloved by
adevoted following of students. When it wasin-
augurated in 1993, he was the first recipient of
the Binswanger Award for excellence in teach-
ing. George and Elvawere founding contributors
to the Wasch Center for Retired Faculty —aroom
there is dedicated to them.

Dr. Creeger also taught at the University of
Berlin and in Wurzburg, Germany asa Fullbright
Guest Professor, as well as Mystic Seaport, The
Museum of Americaand the Seain Connecticut.

In addition to extensive photographic docu-
mentation of early southern New England build-
ings, Dr. Creeger’s interest in Connecticut his-
tory and architecture also led to a number of pri-
vate restoration projects on historic homes, barns,
and furniture of the lower Connecticut River val-
ley, and alifelong avocation as carpenter and cabi-
net maker.

George is survived by his daughter, Katie, of
Ithaca, N.Y., his son, Christopher (Kit) Creeger
and daughter-in-law Shelley Hadfield of Meriden,
N.H., and two grandsons, Ethan and Josh, both
sons of Kit and Shelley.

He is predeceased by his wife, Elva, and by a
son, Carl, who lived in Austin, Texas.

Donations in memory of Dr. Creeger may be
made to Wesleyan's Center for Faculty Career
Development.

A memoria serviceisanticipated at Wesleyan
in May.




East Hampton
ClaraM. Aukshunas

Good friend, wife and mother Clara M.
(Miklos) Aukshunas, 91, wife of thelate John D.
Aukshunas, died Friday, Nov. 28, at her residence
in Chelmsford, Mass. She was born March 15,
1923, in New Britain.

Clara Aukshunas was born to hardworking
Polish immigrant parents Vincent and Rosalia
(Trzcinski) Miklosz in New Britain, where as a
child she grew up on High Street and attended
Sacred Heart Parochia School. Both her parents
died by the time she was 12, and her sister
Hedwig, whom Clara adored, became her guard-
ian. She graduated from New Britain High School
in 1941 and worked for the military draft board.

Clara first met her husband-to-be, John D.
Aukshunas, on the Stanley Quarter Golf Course.
Inthecourse of their lives, they spent many sunny
hours together playing golf, and many evenings
as adreamy dancing duo.

Clara helped the Aukshunas family build a
cottage at Lake Pocotopaug in East Hampton,
where the family enjoyed vacations fishing and
swimming.

Clara was a great nature enthusiast, and im-
parted that value to her children. She took plea-
surein feeding thewild birds, and there was noth-
ing that delighted her more than setting out pea-
nut butter for the mockingbird. In later years, she
supported various environmental causes. An avid
reader, she was savvy and well-informed about
political and world events that shaped our culture.

Clara and John moved over the city line to
Newington in 1967 to one of the new suburban
developments that were being built at the time.
When her children were older, she worked for
the New Britain Board of Education and |ater took
ajob with the Connecticut Department of Motor
Vehicles. She was a member of the YWCA and
swam regularly with a group of women friends.
She enjoyed frequent walks around the neighbor-
hood. Clara was a nurturing and present mother
who was always there for her children.

Clara was predeceased by her husband John,
to whom she was married for 56 years; sisters
Hedwig Masaero, Florence Majewski, Irene
Cosgrove and brother Joseph Miklos. She leaves
her children Mary Dong and husband David
Dong, of New York City; Paul Aukshunas, of
Orange, Cdlif.; John Aukshunas, of Chelmsford,
Massachusetts; JaneAukshunas, of Portland, Ore.;
and grandchildren Brian Aukshunas and Kyle
Aukshunas, of Orange, Calif.; Timothy
Aukshunas, of Seattle, Wash.; and Max
Aukshunas and Vanessa Aukshunas, of
Chelmsford, Massachusetts.

We will always hold dear in our hearts the
memory of Clara's feisty humor and her caring,
nurturing spirit, along with deep love and respect
for our mother, grandmother, wife and friend.

The family would like to extend a special
thank-you to the staff of the Palm Manor Nurs-
ing Home, Chelmsford, Mass., for the care and
compassion that was extended to Clara over the
years.

Funeral serviceswill be held Saturday, Dec. 6,
from Venskunas Funeral Home, 670 Stanley St.,
New Britain, with an 11 am. Mass of Christian
Burial at Holy Spirit Church, Newington. Burial
will bein St. Mary Cemetery, New Britain. Call-
ing hours will also be on Saturday, from 9:30-
10:30 am., at the Venskunas Funeral Home.

Portland Police News

11/19: David Fontanez, 24, of 332 Cox Rd.,
was charged with fourth-degree larceny, Port-
land Police said.

11/20: Cody Sanford, 24, of 133 West High
St., East Hampton, was charged with probation
violation and second-degree failure to appear,
police said.

11/25: Michael Cannata, 70, of 218 Main &t.,
was charged with second-degree breach of
peace and interfering with police, police said.

East Hampton

Police News

11/16: Thomas Kabara, 31, of 394 East
Haddam Moodus Rd., Moodus, was arrested
and charged with second-degree criminal tres-
pass, East Hampton Police said.

11/24: Timothy J. Baker, 48, of 1 HayesRd.,
was arrested and charged with second-degree
criminal mischief and second-degree threaten-
ing, police said.

White Powder Found

in Hebron M ailboxes

State Police said they investigated after
10 homes on Hall Road were found to have
a white powdery substance in their mail-
boxes Nov. 10.

Police said DEEP officials identified the
substance as the active ingredient in chemi-
cal fire extinguishers.

No threats were associated with the inci-
dent according to police, who said they will
be continuing to investigate.

Anyonewith information can call Trooper
Daniel Greenwood at 860-465-5455 ext.
4022.

Colchester Police News

11/25: State Police said Travis Schubel, 29,
of 25 Salem Ridge Dr., Salem, wasarrested and
charged with four counts of violation of proba-
tion.

11/26: Colchester Police said Justin
Overbeck, 28, of 19 Boulder Rd., sustained very
minor injuries after his car hit a pole on Route
149 near Church Street. Police said Overbeck
was charged with speeding.

11/26: State Police said Julia Leblanc, 17,

Hebron Police News

11/28: State Police said Brendan Akers, 20,
of 36 Scarboro Rd., was arrested and charged
with conspiracy to commit third-degree bur-
glary, criminal liability for third-degree bur-
glary, conspiracy to commit second-degreelar-
ceny and criminal liability for second-degree
larceny.

11/30: State Police said Kimberly Benevides,
45, of 54 Old Colchester Rd., Lebanon, was
arrested and charged with sixth-degreelarceny,
interfering with an officer, failure to meet in-
surance requirements, operating under suspen-
sion, evading responsibility, and operating un-
der the influence. Police said Benevides com-
mitted alarceny at FennAgain’s Pub and, when
leaving, backed into another car and fled the
scene.

of 60 Alfred Dr., sustained injuries and was
transported to the Marlborough Clinic after her
car went off the road on Route 2 westbound
and struck adirt embankment, rolling over.

11/28: State Police said Tracy Kirk, 44, of
47 Ackley Cemetery Rd., was arrested and
charged with failure to appear.

11/30: State Police said MartinaWarner, 19,
of 395 Lake St., Vernon, was arrested and
charged with failure to appear.

Mar Iborough

Police News

11/25: State Police said Donna Johnson, 52,
of 120 Old Farm Rd., Glastonbury, was arrested
and charged with DUI and failureto drive at a
reasonable distance.

11/26: State Police said Cheryl Coffe, 53, of
264 North Main St., was arrested and charged
with third-degree assault, disorderly conduct,
second-degree falsely reporting an incident,
first-degree hindering prosecution.

Andover Police News

11/24. State Police said they are investigat-
ing after aworkshop was broken into on Times
Farm Road. Anyone with information can call
Trooper David O’ Connor at 860-742-0235.

11/25: State Police said they are investigat-
ing after a GPSwas stolen out of acar on Bos-
ton Hill Road. Anyone with information can
call Trooper Paul Arigno at 860-896-3200.



