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Birth Announced...Sage Reinholtz and Arlene M cK elvey of Marlborough have
announced thebirth of their identical twin daughters, SabrinaLily and Katrina
Holly McKelvey. They wereborn Jan. 20 at Middlesex Hospital. Sabrinaweighed
six pounds and seven ounces. Katrina weighed five pounds and seven ounces.
Paternal grandparents are Ted Reinholtz of Colchester and Suzanne Reinholtz
of Colchester. Maternal grandparentsare Don McKelvey of Winsted and Linda
McKelvey of Marlborough. M ater nal great-grandparentsareWilliam and Anetta
Caffyn of Marlborough. Thegirlsjoin a big sister, Abbey Rose, 3.

Gregg Schuster
to Leave Colchester

by Melissa Roberto

Gregg Schuster has been a familiar face in
Colchester. He grew up here and, since 2009,
has served as the town’s first selectman.

But the seasoned politician won’'t be seeing
the end of his third term, which runs through
November 2015. Schuster announced Wednes-
day he planstoresign, ashe’'s accepted atown-
ship manager position in Pocono Township, Pa.

Due to his future position involving arelo-
cation, Schuster said he does not yet know when
his last day in Town Hall will be, but said he
anticipates staying until the end of May.

In Pennsylvania, Schuster's new role will
involve many of the same duties he has in
Colchester. As a township manager he'll still
act as a chief administrative officer, and,
Schuster said, his responsibilities will include
“running day-to-day operationsjust asl’ m do-
ing herein Colchester.”

However, unlike the position he's used to,
Schuster’s new role is not elected; it's ap-
pointed. He will also report to a five-member
Board of Commissioners, which servesasboth
the governing and legislative body of the town
he is to serve. That board is also responsible
for adopting a budget, which differs from
Colchester’s budget process Schuster has ac-
tively been involved in during his stint asfirst
selectman.

Gregg Schuster

But what pushed Schuster to choose the
Keystone State —adecision he labeled as “ bit-
tersweet” on his Facebook page —was that his
new role comes with less responsibilities out-

See Schuster Page 2

RHAM Board Cuts— Then Approves — Budget

by Geeta Schrayter

After much back and forth, heated comments
among board members, and proposed amend-
mentsflying fast and furious, the RHAM Board
of Education this week adopted a $26.85 mil-
lion 2014-15 budget — an increase of 3.49 per-
cent over the current year — and sent it to dis-
trict meeting and referendum next month.

Things began camly enough on Monday,
when the regional school board held a public
hearing on the proposed spending package.
Superintendent of Schools Bob Siminski pre-
sented a budget of $27,058,069, an increase of
4.29 percent.

Of that number, he explained, 55 percent was
for salaries, 13.1 percent for benefits, 9.2 per-
cent for bonding, 4.7 percent for tuition, 4.4
percent for transportation, 2.2 percent for utili-
ties, .9 percent for fuel and the remaining 10.5
percent for other areas.

Siminski said it was important to recognize
some of the drivers in the budget, which in-
clude the cost of continuing the existing pro-
gramming at the school, mandated and statu-
tory increases, capital requests, the Common
Core State Standards and teacher evaluation
plans.

Siminski explained the major areas of in-
crease were health insurance, which climbed
$190,180; specia education, up $360,649; a
$286,147 increasein fundsfor Capital Projects;
and anincrease of $33,081ininstructional sup-
plies.

Contracts also impacted the budget, with
certified staff scheduled to receive a.5 percent
general wage increase plus step and adminis-
trators slated for a 1.9 percent increase; non-
certified staff is currently in negotiations.

However, the budget also features several
reductions from the current year’s budget, in-
cluding $183,590 less for transportation, as a
result of asuccessful bid; $102,667 lessfor text-
books; $58,466 lessfor utilities, resulting from
energy conservation measures like installing
solar panels on theroof; a$13,811 decreasein
heating oil, dueto lower fuel costs; and $36,595
from magnet and vocational school tuition, as
aresult of fewer students leaving the district
for the next school year.

Regarding special education, Siminski said
therewere currently 17 studentsinthedistrict’s
Clinical Day Treatment (CDT) Program which
also saved a substantial amount of money. The
cost of the CDT programis$204,746, compared
to $886,635 for those students to attend the
Manchester Clinical Day School plus $63,135
for transportation.

“1t paysto keep those studentsin school, have
them ride theregular busand havethe program-
ming here,” Siminski stated.

Other offsetsin the budget proposal included
some non-grant revenue sources such as
$833,437 from employee medical/dental pre-
mium cost shares, an estimated $130,000 from
pay-for-play sports and $21,480 from rental

income.

Although the district receives some federal
grants, Siminski said the number “ continuesto
decline” as does the amount received through
some of them, such asthe IDEA grant whichis
decreasing $18,884 next year.

As Siminski concluded his presentation, he
mentioned the district’s average per pupil ex-
penditure — at $11,958 per student in the year
2012-13 —was low when compared to the sur-
rounding towns “and we have a lot more spe-
cialized activities”
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After Siminski presented Monday, several
individual s spoke out against the spending pack-
age. Among them was Hebron selectman Dan
Larsen, who said he couldn’t support the bud-
get amount.

“I"'m not saying that the needs aren’t readl,
but the needs of thetaxpayersareasoreal,” he
said. “Connecticut’s economy is still terrible.
... There'sgot to be somesort of relief. It'sjust
that smple”

Marlborough Board of Finance Chairwoman
Evelyn Godbout shared similar feelings. She
read ajoint letter sent from the Marlborough
boards of selectmen and finance that said the
boards were “shocked” at the originally-pro-
posed increase of 6.83 percent. She read that
while historically, there have been “high posi-
tive vote levels’ in Marlborough, the boards
weren’t sure that would be the case with this

year'sbudget.

“We are concerned the level of support in
our town for the RHAM budget will decline,
putting its approval in jeopardy,” she read.

Marlborough selectman Dick Shea also
spoke.

“I"mvery concerned that we will belessthan
able to provide the level of support for the
RHAM budget Marlborough provided in the
past,” he stated.

Ontheflip side, RHAM Board of Education
member Rich Jacobson — who said he was
speaking as an individual —offered his support
of the numbers, and suggested money that has
been given back to the towns over the years
should have been saved for capital improve-
ments. He said there were safety issues at the
schoolsthat have needed attention for yearsand
urged the community to support the budget as
it stands.

But when the public hearing came to an end
and the Board of Education entered into its
meeting, member Kevin Williams quickly of-
fered up a motion to reduce the budget by
$207,147 toinclude a$187,147 reduction from
the capital budget, $30,000 from security,
$25,000 from salariesand $12,000 frominstruc-
tional supplieswhile addingin $38,000 for text-
books and $8,000 to professional development.

The change would bring the budget down to
$26,850,922 for an increase of 3.49 percent.

See RHAM Board Page 2
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Schuster cont. from Front Page
sideof theoffice, giving him moretimeto spend
with hiswife, Faith, and two children.

“Asfirst selectman, | obviously have mana-
geria dutiesday-to-day,” Schuster said. “1 also
have political dutiesasthe political head of the
town and lots of night meetings. Between work-
ing during the day, meetings during the night
and eventson theweekends, it’ sextremely time-
consuming.”

Referencing his 2-and-a-half year old son
Brett and 4-and-a-half year old daughter, Leah,
Schuster furthered, “I’ve missed a lot of their
childhood already and | just don’t want to miss
anymore.”

Schuster was born and raised in Colchester.
After stintsliving in Fairfield County and New
Jersey, hereturned to town in 2005, and he has
sinceraised afamily.

And Colchester, Schuster said, “will aways
be my hometown.”

“1 still have long-standing tieswith the com-
munity,” hesaid. “I have so many friends here.
| have family here. It was avery difficult deci-
sion for me.”

However, the Republican said the choice to
leave was made with his wife and children in
mind.

“| felt it was the best decision for me and
my family but | will absolutely missthis com-
munity,” he continued.

Schuster reflected thisweek on the highlights
of his career asfirst selectman in Colchester.
He recalled the town being named the eighth
“Best Community to Live In” within the Least
Crowded Category by CNN/Money Magazine
in 2013. Other highlights he's enjoyed are the
events put on by the town, from 57 Fest to the
International Food Festival.

“All of those have been fantastic,” Schuster
said.

Though the greatest highlight for the select-
man, he said, hasbeen “just enjoying thefriend-
shipswith all the people in the community.”

Per the town charter, Schuster’s vacant seat
isto befilled by one of the remaining members
of the Board of Selectmen of the samepolitical
party. In this case, that would mean the seat
could go to Republican selectmen Stan Soby
or Denise Mizla. However, the charter stipu-
lates if none of the members of the board of
selectmen is ableto assumetherole of first se-
lectman, the Board of Selectmen shall select
an elector in the town to assume the role.

The last time a first selectman resigned in
Colchester was in early 2007, when Jenny
Contoisleft office with 11 monthsto go in her
term. Stan Soby filled the seat for those 11
months, as he was also amember of the Board
of Selectmen at thetime.

Schuster first shared the news of his intent

toresign last week with department heads and
public officialsat Town Hall. Thisweek, many
who have worked with Schuster over the years
commented on the news.

Town Planner Adam Turner said, “He' sbeen
very supportive of the Planning Department.
I’m sorry to see him go. | wish him the best in
what he’'s going to do.”

Former selectman, and now town treasurer,
Greg Cordovasaid hewas surprised by the news
but is happy for his friend. “I support him in
whatever he does,” Cordova said. “I’'m not
happy for thetown but I’ m very happy for him.”

Asis Derrik Kennedy, Schuster’'s longtime
assistant who last year was hired as Enfield’s
assistant town manager. Kennedy said he's* ex-
tremely happy” for Schuster.

“He was agood role model,” said Kennedy.
“Inmy experiencethe best interests of theresi-
dentswas hisfirst priority. No matter what the
issuewasit wasmaking suretheresidentswere
served in afair and equitable manner and that
was something to be admired.”

Soby also responded to the news this week,
stating Schuster’ sdepartureis“certainly aloss
for Colchester but obvioudly again for Pocono.”

“A lot of good things have happened during
Gregg's time with us,” Soby said, “and we're
going to miss his energy and his great ways of
looking at things differently to be more effi-
cient and effective to delivering the citizens of
Colchester.”

Soby said Schuster has succeeded in bring-
ing economic growth to Colchester — “a real
positive” for the town, in addition to negotiat-
ing contracts with employees “that have been
fair to them, thetown and the taxpayer.”

“Balancing all of that isnot an easy thing to
do and Gregg's done a really good job with
that,” Soby continued.

Asfor filling Schuster’s seat, Soby said the
board will go through the appropriate process
asdictated in the charter.

“We are all committed on the Board of Se-
lectmen to doing our absol ute best for thetown
of Colchester,” Soby said. “ That includes how
we're going to deal with the situation of filling
the vacancy and being able to go forward.”

Schuster, known to many in the community
as an avid socia networking user, took to his
Facebook and Twitter pages this week to an-
nounce his intent to leave. To his friends and
followers, hewrote, “ Colchester isan amazing
community and | have been honored to serve
you. Over the next few weeks, | hope to have
the opportunity to personally say goodbye to
many of you. Until then, I'll still be working
hard at this job which | have been blessed to
hold.”

RHAM Board cont. from Front Page

Williams explained that, based on public
commentsat meetings, communication that had
been received viaemail and conversationswith
local officials, “the amount of increase we're
at, even 4.29 percent —no matter how urgent or
how important an issue might be —is just too
high for taxpayers.”

He called the number “not palatable,” and
said in response, reductions needed to be made
that were spread across the entire budget “so
no one area gets hit too hard.”

Regarding the cut to the capital budget, Wil-
liams said he was aware some members felt
projects had been “delayed, delayed, delayed”
and couldn’t be held off any longer, but he also
said the board “can’t rectify it al in one budget
cycle”

Speaking on the cut to salaries, Williams said
there was still a chance more teachers would
accept the early retirement incentive offered by
the district and the new teachers that are hired
could be Step 1 with a bachelor’s degree in-
stead of Step 3 with a master’s degree, which
would result in lower salaries.

After sharing his rationale, some members
expressed support for the reductions, while oth-
ers expressed concern.

Mike Turner, for example, said while he
might have suggested different reductions,
“overdl thislooks fairly reasonable for divid-
ing up the cuts’ and he'd support the motion.

But Jacobson wasn't ready to reduce the capi-
tal budget, and made an amendment to the mo-
tion that would add back in $159,000 for capi-
tal improvements.

In response, Turner moved to make an
amendment of hisown to add $39,608 for tech-
nology and another $30,000 for textbooks.

“If you don’t want to compromise, | don’t
want to compromise,” he said to Jacobson.

Tothat, Board of Education Chairman Danny
Holtsclaw said he felt Williams' motion was
“fair and reasonable,” and while he understood
there were capital needs that had been unad-
dressed for years, “I’mnot going to sit hereand
go back and forth with amendments| can’t keep
track of

He furthered he was trying to get the board

through the budget process, and one of theis-
sues was that members were “in al different
directions.”

“I"m asking al to set aside differences and
addressthis. If wedon't, the budget isgoing to
get handed back to us,” he concluded. “ There
aretough decisionsthat need to be made here”

Shortly after, board member Dieter Zimmer
called Turner’'s amendment to avote; Turner's
was the only ‘yes’ vote, and the amendment
failed 1-6, with Ken Lee abstaining. Jacobson’s
amendment wasthen voted on, and it too failed,
2-6.

Two more amendments were then made to
Williams motion. First, Jacobson moved to
withdraw thetotal $109,860 set asidefor secu-
rity. Both heand D’ Amaddio said they wanted
to know exactly what the money was going to
be used for before including it in the budget:
that amendment failed 3-3, with two absten-
tions.

D’ Amaddio then moved to amend the mo-
tion to reducethe salary lineitem by $344,723
because she felt there were too many special
education teachers for the amount of special
education students in the district. The amend-
ment failed 2-6.

This brought the board back to the original
motion made by Williams, which was amended
by Holtsclaw to include forwarding the budget
to adistrict meeting.

But before the motion could be voted on,
Jacobson attempted to make yet another amend-
ment to further reduce the budget by $38,245
by removing monies added in for the STEM
Program. The amendment however, received no
second.

After all that, the original motion Williams'
had made at the start of the meeting cameto a
vote: the motion passed 6-2 with D’ Amaddio
and Jacobson againgt, bringing the budget down
t0 $26,850,022 for an increase of 3.49 percent.

The budget will now head to adistrict meet-
ing, scheduled for Monday, May 5 at 6:30 p.m.
in the RHAM High School chorus room. The
referendum on the budget proposal is sched-
uled for the next day, May 6, in each of the
three RHAM towns.



$35.76 Million Budget Sent to Referendum in Hebron

by Geeta Schrayter

The Board of Finance held a public hearing
onthe proposed 2014-15 budget Tuesday night,
after which they voted to forward the presented
number to referendum May 6.

Board of Finance Chairman Mike Hazel
went over the $35,760,407 spending plan, an
increase of $807,118 or 2.31 percent, over the
current year’s budget. Included in that number
is $8,666,437 for general government, which
isan increase of 4.06 percent; $11,990,454 for
the local Board of Education, for an increase
of .29 percent; and $13,699,066 for Hebron's
share of the RHAM Board of Education bud-
get, which is an increase of 3.35 percent.

In addition, the budget includes $1,404,450
for Hebron's share of RHAM’s debt, which is
down .66 percent from the current year.

“From the budgets originally projected,”
Hazel explained, “the town is down modestly,
the Hebron Board of Education was felt to be
responsible, and the Hebron levy is what the
RHAM board appropriated.”

Hazel explained whilethetown hasasay over
the government budget, the Hebron education
budget and the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
budget, “RHAM we don’t have any authority
over; it'ssolely up tothe RHAM Board of Edu-
cation to bring that budget forward.”

And that’s what the RHAM board did Mon-
day night, when the budget was cut by $207,147
and then approved at $26,850,922, for an over-
all increase of 3.49 percent. Of that, Hebronis
responsiblefor 56.26 percent based on the num-
ber of Hebron students attending the schools.
Although that percentage is down .29 percent
from the current year, thedollar anount Hebron
isresponsible for is going up $434,540 due to
the overal increase in the RHAM budget. (A
story on the RHAM budget appears el sewhere
inthisissue.)

Regarding the town government budget, Ha-
zel showed Tuesday there were a number of
initiatives that had been included, such as “a
modest pay-per-call” for EM Sresponders. Ha-
zel said thiswas to entice more peopleto turn-
out to calls.

As a volunteer town, Hazel said the town
response rateis “very important.”

The budget also includes $23,736 for apart-
time mechanic for the public works department;
$1,725 for a subscription to JobNow! Live Job
Assistance and adult programming at Douglas
Library; $1,000 for anetwork-based emergency
notification system; and $1,000 for the Citizen's

Green Committee.

During public comment held at the end of
the hearing, Board of Selectmen Chairwoman
Gayle Mulligan spoke about these initiatives.
The JobNow! subscription, she said, was only
$225, and would add value to the community
and help those who were unemployed find jobs.

The same held true for the $1,500 included
for adult programming. Mulligan said it would
help bring in some speakers* and hopefully help
out the community alittle bit better.”

The emergency notification system would
alow employees who felt they were in danger
to usetheir computer to send anotification out
that would reach al the town employees and
the town manager or alow them to dial 9-1-1.

“So for the safety and security of the staff,
we think it's very important to be added in
there,” Mulligan explained.

Mulligan went on to say there was currently
one mechanic in town who works on al the
machinery at public works, the parks and rec-
reation department and the town cars.

“That's alot of work” she said, adding the
mechanic aso has a route for plowing in the
winter.

“So we felt it was important to add a part-
time mechanic onto the staff so we can dlevi-
ate some of those issues,” she stated.

Themoney for the Citizen's Green Commit-
tee would assist members in advertising and
putting up more signs at the transfer station re-
garding recycling — particularly in view of the
fact $36,500 was included as part of CIP for
the purchase of asingle stream recycling com-
pactor that would need some explaining and
“signage so people understand where they need
to beand whereto put things,” Mulligan stated.

The CIP budget total s $946,284. Out of that,
$642,114 is included in the proposed budget
(the remainder would be funded through the
bal ance from previous appropriations, LOCIP
funding, state reimbursement from asbestos
abatement work done at Gilead Hill School, and
money from the CIP designated fund balance).

Along with the compactor, which is a tier
threeitem, anumber of other projectswererec-
ommended under CIP. For example, intier one,
$245,967 isincluded for road resurfacing and
road improvements. Then there’s $105,000 for
a mechanical system upgrade at the Douglas
Library; $95,000 to work on theroof of Hebron
Elementary School over the 1947 wing; and
$76,370for thelease payment on areplacement
fire truck. Under tier two, projects include

$50,000 for asalt shed at the public works de-
partment; $45,947 to join Glastonbury in the
shared purchase and use of some equipment for
the parks and recreation department; and
$30,000 to put toward the restoration of the
Peter's House.

“If [CIP] goesthrough it’s budgeted to fund
all of these projects. If it doesn’t go through
CIPwill have to make decisions about what to
do” Hazel said, adding “the largest [project] is
road resurfacing which is a big thing in New
England and we're probably several miles be-
hind.”

Along with the $642,114 for CIP, the gen-
eral government budget is made up of
$6,841,960 for town government; $963,364 for
debt service; $125,000 for open space; a
$50,000 contribution to reval uation; a$34,000
contribution to the fund for capital projectsbe-
tween $5,000 and $25,000; and $10,000 for
capital non-recurring projects.

Hazel said factorsin thetown’scost increase
includeinsurance, whichisrising 4 percent this
year; contractual raises; and an increased con-
tribution to open space. However, he explained
some of these increases were because “we're
trying to make up for past cuts”

Of the proposed budget, the board estimated
$8,343,065 would come from revenue sources,
leaving $27,417,342 to comefrom taxes. If the
budget were to pass as presented, it would re-
sultinamill rateincrease of 1.05, bringing the
mill to 35.75. For a house valued at $200,000
thiswould mean a$210 increasein taxes, from
$6,940 to $7,150.
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After Hazel completed his presentation a
number of individual s spoke during public com-
ment. Most expressed their appreciation for the
work of the boards, and asked that the budget
not be cut any further.

Selectman Dan Larson, who said he was
speaking as an individual, called the budget
“very lean [and] austere but workable”

Mulligan shared Town Manager Andrew
Tierney and town staff had cut the budget by
over $190,000 even before the selectmen be-
gan their review, at which point they reduced it
by another $26,000. Shecalled thebudget “very
reasonable and thoughtful to the community.”

Mulligan also commended the Board of Edu-
cation and said they’d done “abetter job being
transparent, explaining the numbers and [us-
ing graphs],” which meant the budget figures
were “better received by our board.”

About half a dozen parents also spoke and
asked the finance board not to make any cutsto
the town’s education budget.

Board of Education member Carol Connolly
spoke as an individual and mentioned she'd
moved to town because of the quality of the
schools and urged the board, “Please do not
make any cutsto this budget.”

The same held true for other residents like
Michele Zern, who said the schoolswere “one
of the main reasons we moved to town.” She
asked the board to “please keep students and
schools a priority when considering the bud-
get”

* k% %

After the hearing, the Board of Finance
opened a meeting where Hazel immediately
made a motion to forward the budget, as pre-
sented, to referendum.

Finance board member Henry Sawicki added
an amendment to that motion to cut the Board
of Education budget by $239,118 to reflect de-
clining enrollment, but other board members
expressed disagreement with the idea.

“1 think out of respect for the voting com-
munity we need to send it theway itisand let
peopletalk withtheir votes,” said member Lynn
Guerriero. “Then we'll have alittle more data
togoon.”

Hazel felt similarly.

“To take a preemptive strike against a bud-
get that isa .29 percent increase would be dis-
respectful to the process’ he said, adding “the
limited amount of comment we've had doesn’t
propel me to do anything but move forward,”
he stated.

Sawicki pointed out there had been com-
mentsduring other meetings about lowering the
budget, but even so, Hazel said he was going
on what the board had heard at the hearing, and
member Malcolm Leichter added onto that.

“The democratic process is set so we as
elected officiaslistento our electors,” he stated.
“1 think to go against what we heard tonight is
aperfect example of not doing what we're sup-
posed to do as elected officiales.”

Intheend, Sawicki’samendment failed 4-1,
with just Sawicki voting in favor.

The original motion to forward the budget
to referendum then passed 4-1 with Sawicki
voting against.

The referendum on the proposed budget for
fiscal year 2014-15 will take place Tuesday,
May 6, from 6 am.-8 p.m. at Hebron Elemen-
tary School, 92 Church St.

Colchester Police Joins Facebook

by Melissa Roberto

The Colchester Police Department just went
viral.

In recent weeks, the local police force has
set up itsown Facebook page asaway to com-
municate to the public what crimina activity
is occurring in town. The idea to do so came
from officers Craig Scheel and Jonathan Goss,
who have each been with the local department
for four years.

Scheel explained that, because the State Po-
liceTroop K barracksarelocated in Colchester,
on Old Hartford Road, there has been some
mix-up about which casesarebeing investigated
by the local officers as opposed to state police
troopers. Scheel said he hopes the sharing of
information viaFacebook will makethe public
aware of what the local officers areinvestigat-
ing.

“With the amount of social mediathat people
useinthe present day, wethought it would be a
great outlet to submit our own press releases
here,” Schedl said, “and that way it would be
very clear to voters and people in town what
work we actually do and what criminal activity
takes placein town.”

Officerscontrolling the site post information
on arrests, accidents, investigations and public
safety information. And while hard copies of
thereleasesareavailablefor viewing at the state
barracks, the Facebook page includes pictures
related to investigations, which Goss said serve
as an alternative resource for officers.

“There are alot of times we talk to parents
and family memberswho are not aware of what

some of the drugs look like,” Goss used as an
example. “I think it's going to be great when
we get some drug arrests and put up photos of
the evidence. People can be aware of what they
should belooking for becausealot don’t know.”

Goss furthered another benefit of the
Facebook pageisit will help thecommunity to
get information faster.

“People are going to see what’sgoing onin
their neighborhoods faster than a newspaper,”
he said. “If there’'s a burglary in someone's
neighborhood they need to know as soon as
possible”

The site has been up and running for about
two weeks, according to the officers. As of
Wednesday afternoon, the page has received
396 “likes,” a socia networking tool that al-
lowsauser to show that they enjoy or support a
page, without leaving a comment.

So far, the Facebook page hasreceived posi-
tive feedback. First Selectman Gregg Schuster
—who isn't a stranger to social networking —
commented this week on the new page.

“It certainly is something new and I’'m glad
they’re getting more information out to citi-
zens,” Schuster said. “It's a good project for
them to take on. Anything that increases com-
munication with the citizensis obviously ben-
eficial”

Individuals interested in checking out the
police Facebook page should log on to
Facebook.com and type* Colchester Police” in
the search engine. To contact the police depart-
ment, visit it at Town Hall, or call 860-537-
7270.

Colchester Police

& o

¥ v 296

Prr
F - Treaits

The Colchester Police Department isnow on Facebook. The new page listsdetails
on arrests, accidents and investigations, includes mug shots, and offersother pieces

of public safety information.



by Elizabeth Bowling

Most shoppers are familiar with the concept
of going to theregister to check out and having
a cashier ask if they'd like to donate a dollar
for charity. But what they may not know isone
of those fundraisers — the $1 donations to the
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center —was
thought up by none other than a Bellringer.

Eleanor Lancey, 79 and now retired, is
dubbed the creator the Miracle Balloon project
for the Connecticut-based children’s hospital.

In August of 1983, Lancey had been work-
ing at the Newington Children’sHospital (now
called the Connecticut Children’sMedical Cen-
ter) for 20 years and was the “director of
fundraising by mail.”

In an interview this week, she recalled re-
ceiving a piece of mail one day from the
Children’s Miracle Network, located in Salt
Lake City, Utah. The envelope had on it the
Children’sMiracle Network logo, whichwasa
red and yellow hot air balloon with two chil-
dren standing in the balloon’s basket.

(Theimage has since been updated and sim-
plified to what is now ayellow oval shop atop
ared sguare shape — still resembling a hot air
balloon.)

Lancey, who was 54 at the time, considered
enlarging the image of the logo and giving the
balloons to local bars, restaurants and stores,
which could then charge $1 to their patrons to
have their names written on the balloons and
hung up on the establishments’ walls.

She didn’t know if her idea would take off,
but she figured she'd try. So she made several
hundred printouts of the balloons and went to
101ocal businesses, sherecalled. Thefirst nine
turned her down.

“They said ‘'no’ to me. They just weren’t in-
terested in doing it,” she said.

But then she went to the 10th business,
O’ Rourke'sDiner in Middletown, which, at the
time, was owned by Brian O’ Rourke, and he
agreed to participate in the fundraiser.

She left him with 300 paper balloons and

East Hampton ‘Balloon Lady’
L ooks Back on 30 Years of Fundraising

went back one week later and “was shocked to
seethe celling and walls covered with balloons,”
sherecalled.

“1 was so excited | ran back to the hospital
and went to the photography department and
borrowed acamera,” she said.

She used the camera to take photos of the
wallsand ceiling of the diner. Then shemadea
booklet of the pictures, which she showed to
other businesses and soon her ideatook off.

Inthefirst year of itsexistence, the program
raised $3,000. By the second year, that amount
doubled, she said.

Lancey explained that each $1 donation is
“a donation into the hospital fund to help the
children” at Connecticut’s Children’s Medical
Center. She furthered that the money doesn’t
go to any department specifically, rather to a
general fund.

Lancey recalled working at the hospital from
9 am. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and
then going out after work to try and recruit busi-
nesses for the program, or to pick up money
and drop off balloons. She aso went out every
Saturday and Sunday from 9 am. to 5 p.m. to
do the same thing. Her work with the Miracle
Balloon project was done strictly on a volun-
teer basis.

“1 had the time of my life. It was so much
fun,” Lancey said, looking back on her volun-
teer work. “1 wasthrilled to do it”

In explaining some of her fun, she said, “I
would choose a section of the state and work
until 1 got 10 new places. I'd never go home
without 10 new places.”

Lancey said the program’s popularity con-
tinued to grow every year in mostly local bars
and restaurants, but alsoin big-name storeslike
Wal-Mart and Kmart.

With so many businesses on board, Lancey
had her volunteer work cut out for her. She
spent alot of time dropping off balloons and
picking up donationsto be brought back to the
hospital.

“1 needed someway to collect thedollar bills

safely from the businesses and bars,” Lancey
said.

So she had inmatesfrom the Hartford prison,
as part of their community service work, build
“these great big bright red boxes’ that were
about afoot high and afoot widewith abig slit
in the middle. The prison provided the boxes
free of charge and each participating business
was given abox for money collection.

Lancey said she'd wait “severa weeks’ af-
ter dropping off balloons to a business before
going back to pick up the donations.

Sherecalled, “The owner of the place and |
would sit down and count the money.”

She said she kept the cash in the back of her
car and would drive it back to the hospital’s
finance department where it would get count
again.

“1 remember bringing boxloads [of dollar
bills] back,” she said.

Regarding Lancey’s use of the Children’'s
Miracle Network logo, she said, “ Therewas a
problem with me using [the logo initially] but
somehow it got straightened out.”

She said she couldn’t remember exactly
how it was sorted out, but she presumed it
had something to do with the program’s na-
tional expansion.

After three years of successin Connecticut,
the Miracle Balloons program was picked up
by the Children’s Miracle Network on the na-
tional level in 1986 and has withstood the test
of time, asitisstill going strong today and raises
$88 million each year, according to childrens
miraclenetworkhospitals.org.

“TheChildren’sMiracle Network learned of
my successlocally, because by then | had earned
over $75,000locally,” Lancey recalled. “ That's
when it went national.”

Lancey earned the nickname*“Balloon Lady”
— atitle she said she thought was funny.

Lancey haslivedin East Hampton for nearly
60 years. Sheretired from the hospital in 1992
but continued to volunteer with the Miracle
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East Hampton resident Eleanor
Lancey came up with the idea for the
Miracle Balloon project in 1983. Now,
more than 30 years later, her initiative
isstill raising money for the Connecticut
Children’s Medical Center (formerly
known as the Newington Children’s
Hospital) and has spread into a nation-
wide fundraiser for the Children’s
Miracle Network.

Balloon project until Scott Organek took it over
in 1996. (Organek is still in charge of the
Miracle Balloon project today.)

The retiree said she stayed involved in the
program for “anumber of years after retirement
—aslongas| could”

In aconcluding remark regarding the future
of the Miracle Balloon project, the Balloon
Lady said her hopeisfor it “to continue.”

East Hampton Town Council Discusses Budget

by Elizabeth Bowling

The Town Council discussed the 2014-15
budget as presented by the Board of Finance at
its meeting Tuesday night. However, no action
wastaken on the spending proposal, as council
members remain divided on just how much
needs to be cut fromit.

Board of Finance Chairman Ted Turner pre-
sented to the council his board’s adopted bud-
get. He explained that the finance board isrec-
ommending a total budget of $40,872,675,
whichisa4.17 percent, or $1,634,700, increase
from current year spending.

In relation to current year spending, Turner
said the Board of Education budget would in-
crease $961,697 or 3.49 percent; town opera-
tionswould increase $303,152 or 3.11 percent;
and debt servicewould increase $54,996 or 4.99
percent.

Additionally, transfers to capital would in-
crease $314,855 or 38.8 percent. Turner ex-
plained, “We felt the capital has suffered for
many years. We're trying to take a bite out of
it.”

Turner further explained that the Board of
Finance reduced the town manager’s proposed
total budget by $506,491. Those reductionsin-
cluded a $26,584 reduction to the town
manager’s budget; a$20,000 reductiontolegal
fees; $37,800 from Parks and Recreation;
$142,407 from debt service; $77,700 from
transfer to capital; and $215,000 from the Board
of Education budget.

On the opposite end of the spectrum, $13,000
was added to the senior center budget, Turner
said.

Turner also relayed that the Board of
Finance's proposed mill rateis 27.72 and rep-
resents a 1.09 mill increase, or 4.09 percent.

Town Council Chairwoman Barbara Moore
then gave each council member a sheet of pa-
per that listed two potential motions.

Thefirst wasto “ accept the recommendation
from the Board of Finance for the Capital Im-
provements Fund with the following changes:
move $55,346 from the Parks and Recreation
Program Accountsin the Special Revenue Fund
to Capital to offset improvements to the boat
launch.”

Thefirst motion would |eave approximately
$10,000 in the Special Revenue Account.

The second potential motion called for “re-
ductions from the Board of Finance budget,”
including: the removal of the benefits clerk
position from the operating budget; $2,842 from
the town manager’s budget; and $23,742 from
the employee benefits total. It also called for
the removal of $45,549 from health insurance;
and an offset of $55,346 for the boat launch.

The total of those reductions would equal
$127,479. But the second motion also called
for the addition of $37,800 to the Parks and
Recreation budget for mowing. Thus, the total
reductions from the Board of Finance's pro-
posed budget would be $84,679, which would
cause an increase in the mill rate of 1.01 mills
or 3.79 percent.

After listening to Moore's proposal, council
member Mark Philhower said, “My feeling is
that it's till too high.”

He furthered, for example, that increases to
the Board of Education’s budget should be*“no
more than 2 percent.”

Council member Patience Anderson said she
agreed with at least one aspect of the finance
board’s proposal.

She said, “I like the fact that we've made a
commitment to really address capital. So that
part of the budget I’ m very pleased with. But |
have a problem with using fund balance to arti-
ficialy affect the mill rate”

Because she was not on board with the en-

tirety of Moore's proposal, she said she would
not vote for it.

Councilman Ted Hintz said hetoo, would not
votein favor of the motion.

“Thisisan absoluteirresponsible budget and
| cannot support it. It is way too high,” Hintz
said, noting specificaly, “I’'m not in favor of
adding any new positions.”

The*"new positions’ to which Hintz referred
areatown benefitsclerk, apolice captainand a
facilities manager. (The Board of Finance in-
cluded those three positions in the budget it
moved forward to the council .)

However, council member Kevin Reich dis-
agreed with Hintz on the matter of at least one
of the new positions.

Reich said, “That [police] captain’s position
is needed. It's needed or we're not going to
make improvementsto the police department.”

Similarly, councilman Phil Visintainer called
the facilities manager “direly needed.”

In a more general overview of the budget,
council member George Pfaffenbach said, “I'm
for moving the [budget] forward to get things
done, get things accomplished in town.”

He said the townspeopl e should be the ones
to decide whether they can afford the proposed
budget, and that’s a decision they can make at
referendum. He furthered that it’s not up to the
opinions of the Town Council members to de-
terminewhat amount the people of East Hamp-
ton want to pay.

“It'supto the peopleto decide,” Pfaffenbach
said, adding, “We can’t continue to pass bud-
getsthat don’'t meet the needs of the town.”

Board of Finance member Don Coolican —
who said he was speaking as an individual and
not on behalf of the finance board — spoke dur-
ing apublic comment portion of Tuesday night's
meeting.

He informed the council members that he
voted against the budget that cameforth to them
from the Board of Finance, and said that, in his
opinion, “arealistic increase would be 2.3 per-
cent overall.”

He then reminded the council, “If you don’t
present areasonable budget then it’snot going
to pass [in the town referendum].”

The council decided to hold off on voting on
the budget until its next regularly scheduled
meeting, Tuesday, April 22, at 6:30 p.m. a Town
Hall.

M oore explained that by waiting on the vote
for two weeks, the council will have time to
further look into, and better understand, the
concept of bonding a fire tanker and the East
Hampton High School athletic facility project,
asexplained by thetown financedirector at this
week’s meeting.

The extratwo weekswill a so give members
of the council timeto come up with aternative
adjustments to be made to the budget.

Regardless of the Town Council’s lack of
action on the budget thisweek, membersvoted
unanimously to hold a town meeting on the
budget Monday, April 28, at 7 p.m. a Town
Hall.

* k %

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, East Hampton
resident Sam Oliva spoke during public com-
ment regarding an upcoming road project at the
intersection of routes 66 and 196.

He expressed dissatisfaction with thetown’s
lack of involvement in the project, which is
being implemented by the state. Oliva said he
isconcerned with the safety implications of the
project, specifically that there ought to be more
sidewalksinthe design. He concluded that he'd
like the town manager to hold a public forum
regarding the project.



$22.23M Budget Sent to Public Hearing in Marlborough

by Melissa Roberto

A $22.23 million Marlborough budget for
the 2014-15 fiscal year was approved by the
Board of Finance Wednesday, and sent to a
public hearing later this month.

The budget totals $22,230,125, which re-
flectsanincrease over the current fiscal year of
2.86 percent. That bottom line number features
five components: Marlborough'’s portion of the
RHAM budget, which standsat $7,793,370, an
increase of 6.58 percent; the local Board of
Education package at $7,271,585, an increase
of 1.25 percent; the town operations budget at
$4,612,856, an increase of 3.96 percent; con-
tingency, which stays the same as the current
year at $20,000 to be used for emergencies; and
town debt at $2,532,314, which decreases over
the current year by 4.80 percent.

The recommended town budget that will
head to the hearing reflects an overall tax in-
crease of the current year’s budget of 2.23 per-
cent. Inturn, that resultsin aproposed mill rate
for the 2014-15 fiscal year going up .69 mills,
from 30.76 to 31.45.

The public hearing is the next step in the
budget process, to alow taxpayers the oppor-
tunity to weigh in on the bottom line totals. A
Board of Finance meeting will directly follow
the hearing, at which time it can vote to send
off the budget to a town meeting — which is
whereapublic vote on the budget will betaken.

Traditionally, the Marlborough budget town
meeting also featuresavote on capital expenses.
Rather than being incorporated into the overall
bottom line total of the budget, these expenses
are paid for through a transfer of the general
fund balanceto thereservefor capital and non-

recurring fund. Thefinance board a so approved
the proposed capital expensesto go to the pub-
lic hearing. Capital for the next fiscal year to-
tals $485,750 — which increases by $135,750
over last year’'s $350,000.

The capital itemsto be funded, if approved,
are: $45,000 set aside for the future capital ex-
penditure reserve, $40,000 for the revaluation
reserve for the 2014-15 fiscal year, $136,500
towards the engineering of rebuilding Fawn
Brook Bridge, $35,000 for design and engineer-
ing costsfor repairsto Williamsburg and South
roads, $30,000 for an above ground fuel oil tank
at fire house 2, $4,200 for the replacement of a
police car mounted radio, $11,500 for three
police portable radios, $60,000 for afuel mas-
ter system at Public Works, $73,550 for a Pub-
lic Works backhoe/l oader, and $50,000 for road
improvements.

A third vote to eventually be taken by the
public at atown meeting is the termination of
unexpended portionswithinthereservefor capi-
tal and non-recurring fund. Thosetotal $8,634,
$410 of whichisto go towardsthetermination
of a Public Works 4X4 and the remaining
$8,224 would terminate thelibrary roof project.

* k% %

TheBoard of Finance met Wednesday night
and offered its support of the RHAM Board of
Education budget. The spending plan for the
regional middle and high schools was reduced
by the RHAM Board of Education Monday,
from an overall 4.29 percent increaseto a 3.49
percent increase; this brought Marlborough's
levy —the portion of the RHAM budget it pays
each year —down from a9.99 percent increase

Marlborough Man Arrested
for Subway Robbery

by Melissa Roberto

A Rivereast story about an armed robbery
at the Subway in town last November hasled
to the arrest of alocal man, state police said.

Patrick Meskers, 26, of 210 NorthMain St.,
wasarrested March 26 and charged with first-
degree robbery and sixth-degree larceny, fol-
lowing aninvestigation conducted by the East-
ern District Mgjor Crime Squad.

According to police, at approximately
12:26 p.m. last Nov. 19, awhite male was re-
ported entering the Subway, located at 1 South
Main St., through the back door. The suspect,
described aswearing agrey hooded sweatshirt
and red bandana-type scarf over his face by
witnesses, entered behind the cashier and bran-
dished a knife while attempting to take cash
out of the drawer. He then left through the
same door he entered in on foot, to avehicle
that had been parked on the eastern side of
the adjacent business. The vehicle was de-
scribed as an “older, four-door sedan, color
gold or rust, with a partial registration of
EL942 or IE942.”

Video footageinside of Subway also caught
the suspect on tape. At thetime, police said a
witnessreported the vehicle the suspect drove
off in had aloud exhaust, and was headed east
on Route 66. Police reported the suspect a so
left the store, having stolen $60 in cash from
the register, and no injuries were sustained.

According to an affidavit on file at
Manchester Superior Court, Meskers’ mother,
also of Marlborough, spoke with state police
on Nov. 23, after reading a story about it in
that week’s Rivereast. Shetold police the de-
scription of the vehicle in the story matched
the vehicle she owns, which at timesisdriven
by Meskers.

Accordingto the affidavit, Meskers mother
told police Meskersrecently got laid off from
work and also has aproblem with heroin. Ad-
ditionaly, the document furthers Meskersis
a former employee of the Subway in
Marlborough. The mother also stated Meskers
had been driving her vehicle the day of the
robbery.

The affidavit states a search warrant was
executed to search the vehiclefor physical evi-
dence connected to the case. Upon the seiz-
ing of the vehicle, the document states, police
determined the car “ had an extremely loud ex-
haust,” which matched the description given
to them by witnesses last fall.

According to thedocument, digital pictures
of the vehicle were taken and shown to wit-
nesses of the robbery, who “confirmed that
thevehicleinthe pictureswasthe vehiclethey
saw the robbery suspect get into and flee the
scene”

Two itemswere also located in the vehicle
that were found in connection to the case, the
document furthers. Those itemsincluded one
pair of dark sunglasses and a bandana — two
articles witnesses described the suspect to
have been wearing at the time of the crime.

Theaffidavit furthersaDunkin’ Donutsem-
ployee visor cap was also discovered in the
vehicle. A Dunkin” Donuts existsin the same
plaza as the Subway in Marlborough.

Theinvestigation linked the hat to aformer
employee of the Dunkin’ Donuts in
Marlborough, who also was identified as
Meskers' girlfriend.

On Dec. 18, Meskers was arrested on mo-
tor vehicle-related charges. He was trans-
ported to Troop K in Colchester, at which time
the detective investigating the Subway rob-
bery contacted Meskers and interviewed him
on hisinvolvement in that incident. Meskers
denied hisinvolvement, but admitted to driv-
ing his mother’s car “al the time” and said
hisgirlfriend “isalwayswith him,” according
to the document.

However, based on all the evidence police
had collected, they arrested Meskers in con-
nection with the Subway robbery. He is due
in court on those charges on April 28.

That same day, according to the state judi-
cial website, Meskersisduein court in rela
tion to the Dec. 18 arrest, which was on
charges of improper use of a marker, operat-
ing an unregistered motor vehicle, and ille-
gally operating amotor vehicle without mini-
mum insurance. He hasaready pled not guilty
to those charges.

Also, according to the statejudicial website,
Meskersis also facing charges of second-de-
gree breach of peace, third-degree criminal
mischief and interfering with an officer, stem-
ming from an April 2012 incident. Meskers
was arrested on those charges last Dec. 13,
and has yet to enter aplea. He is next duein
court in relation to those charges May 13.

The state judicial site also lists Meskers as
having been convicted on a narcotics posses-
sion charge in 2012, and a sixth-degree lar-
ceny charge this past January.

over the current year to a 6.58 percent one.

Finance board chairwoman Evelyn Godbout
said Wednesday Marlborough’s overall budget
total is “much better than what we were [ook-
ing at” dueto reductions.

In recent weeks, categories of the budget
have been tweaked from the original presenta-
tions. Thetown operations budget, which First
Selectwoman Cathi Gaudinski initially pre-
sented a draft of in early February, featured
some changes. Initialy, Gaudinski proposed a
salary increase of $8,500 for the administra-
tive assistant in the selectman’s office, due to
bein line to other wages earned in Town Hall,
and other administrative assistantsin the state.
However, that increase, which would have been
a24.66 percent increase over the current year,
was|owered to an increase of 10 percent, or by
$3,450. Legal fees also were changed to in-
crease by $5,000, from the proposed $85,000
to $90,000 due to what finance member Ken
Hjulstrom anticipated would be needed in the
coming year because of union contracts ap-
proaching and legal costsrising.

Theloca Board of Education budget —which
covers the expenses of Marlborough Elemen-
tary School —had been reduced by $30,000 |ast
week following arequest made from thefinance
board to the school board. The cuts that were
reduced included anet reduction of $9,565 for
the principal and assistant principal positions,
which feature new hires in the coming year.
Additionally, arevision was made to high de-
ductible insurance costs from a 4 percent in-
creasedowntoal.7 percentincrease. That ad-
justment came from Anthem, the town’sinsur-

ance company, and produced adrop of $17,696.
A mere $130 drop in social security/Medicare
taxes also was made as aresult of taxes dueto
the salary changes, and lastly, a reduction of
$2,600 was made in emergency repair contin-
gency.

However, finance board member Susan Leser
on Wednesday night pushed to revisit thelocal
Board of Education budget, after its cuts. She
said she felt the school board was “under-
handed,” due to the decreases coming in areas
that were anticipated.

“It just kind of rubs me the wrong way that
weweren't told upfront that these cutsto these
salarieswerepossibly coming,” said Leser. “We
were looking at cuts that didn’t affect salaries
at al. I think we all agreed they could easily
cut between 30 to 50,000 dollars. There's still
alot of fluff in there”

Leser made amotion to cut the local school
budget by another $20,000, whichresultedina
vote of 2-3-1, with Leser and Godbout in favor,
Cliff Denniss, Doug Knowlton and Ken
Hjulstrom against it, and Midge Denno abstain-
ing.

Denniss, the finance vice chairman, said he
was “comfortable whereit is”

The public hearing is scheduled for Mon-
day, April 28, at 7 p.m., in the Marlborough
Elementary School cafeteria. A finance meet-
ing will directly follow, and upon the finance
board’'s approval, the budget will eventually
head to a town meeting to be voted on by the
public, which is aready scheduled for Mon-
day, May 12, at 7 p.m., also in the MES caf-
eteria.

by Elizabeth Bowling

A calculation of East Hampton'sGrand List
of taxable propertiesfor 2013 showsa.58 per-
cent increase from the previous year.

The Oct. 1 2013 Grand List, totaling
$1,134,924,705, isa$6,559,629 increasefrom
last year's $1,128,365,076 list.

The Grand List is broken down into three
items: real estate, which, according to the
town manager, makes up 89 percent of the
list; motor vehicle, which makesup 9 percent;
and personal property, which makesup 2 per-
cent.

The total net value for real estate went up
t0 $1,010,728,363, compared to the previous
year's$1,006,242,382; thetotal for motor ve-
hicles went up, too, from $96,736,194 to
$98,869,097; and personal property went
down from $25,386,500 in 2012 to
$25,327,245in 2013.

The Grand List represents the net val ue of
assessed property in town and helps set the
mill rate for the upcoming fiscal year, which
is determined by dividing the town’s budget
by the Grand List total.

The mill rate in East Hampton for the cur-
rent year is 26.63 and the Board of Finance
moved forward last week with aproposed mill

East Hampton Grand List to Grow

rate for the 2014-15 year of 27.72.

A mill is$1 tax per $1,000 of assessed prop-
erty value. Residents can calculate their taxes
by multiplying their total assessments by the
mill rate, and then diving that number by
1,000. So, using the proposed mill ratefor the
coming fiscal year, a person with ahouse as-
sessed at $200,000 would pay $5,544 intaxes
on it, for example.

Theproposed 1.09 mill increaseisstill sub-
ject to change until after the Board of Finance
officialy setsthemill ratefollowing thetown’s
approval of the budget at atown vote.

According to town assessor Carol Ann
Tyler, the top 10 property owners in East
Hampton are: Connecticut Light and Power,
with property valued at $14.79 million; Land-
mark East Hampton, at $7.40 million; Hamp-
ton 66, at $3.31 million; Skyline Estates, at
$2.65 million; East High St. Realty, at $2.34
million; Global Self Storage, at $2.29 million;
Rechovos Corporation, at $2.25 million;
Jackowitz Edward, at $2.23 million; Paul’sand
Sandy’s Too, at $2.07 million; and Z Inc., at
$1.77 million.

Combined, thetop 10 taxpayersown $41.10
million of taxable property in East Hampton.




Jessica’s Garden Stands 10 Years Strong in Mar| borough

by Melissa Roberto

Spring is approaching New England at a
slower rate than usual, but Jessica's Garden in
Marlboroughisin fuII-bI oom for thetenth year
inarow.

Sinceits opening in 2004, the garden center
has evolved to a hot spot for the whole family.
Each year in the middle of March, the bright
pink and green buildings open for business on
Route 66. Customers head to the family-owned
center to purchase plantsand specimensor gar-
den décor, while others are drawn in by the
property’s pond view and seasonal treats.

Co-owners Matthew and Jessica Carroll of
Portland opened the business upon returning
from their honeymoon in the fall of 2004. Jes-
sica, who grew up in East Hampton, recalls
planting specimens and watching them grow
at the property her parents owned on Lake
Pocotopaug. Jessica later worked as the land-
scape foreman at the Tournament Players Club
River Highlands Golf Course in Cromwell,
where her love of horticulture was confirmed.
Following that, Jessica purchased the property
on Route 66, where she and her brother Judson
Landon, also alandscape foreman at Jessica's
Garden, began to store plants.

Jessica earned her certified landscape
manager’slicense from the University of Mas-
sachusetts Green School, and is an accredited
nursery professiona with the Connecticut Nurs-
ery and Landscape Association. Sheisalso li-
censed by the Connecticut Agricultural Station
as a Certified Landscape and Garden Design
Consultant.

Jessica recalled this week what her vision
was when she and Matthew opened the busi-
ness 10 years ago.

“You can look at a plant on a computer but
it's better just to see what the plant does and
what it looks like and how to take care of it,”
shesaid. “ That wasmy plan—to openthisbusi-
ness so people could see al the cool plants.
And then it just evolved from there.”

The garden center is housed in a two-bay
garage. For thefirst few years, only one half of
the garage was used to house plants. Now, it's
completely filled. The center houses cold hardy
plants, shrubs, trees, annuals, perennials and
Jessica's favorite, specimens, which she said
areplantsthat “just makeyougo ‘wow.” When
Mother’s Day rollsaround, the garden will sell
farm-grown vegetables.

And dispersed in between thewide offerings
of plantsisgarden décor, from chairsand lights,
to iron-work from Mexico. The business also

sells bulk mulch and organic lawn care sup-
plies.

But anyone who has stepped onto the three-
acre property knowsthere’s moreto Jessica's
Garden than just garden necessities. About
five years ago when the housing market fell,
the co-ownersbrought along anice cream and
lobster shack, which has since gained much
popularity.

“It'satiny little building but it packs alot of
food init,” said Jessica

Matthew Carroll isaregional food salesman,
and therefore brings to the business ice cream
and lobster from Maine. Popular ice cream fla-
vorsinclude Toasted Coconut, Deer Tracksand
Caramel Caribou — and the hot eats are just as
mouth-watering. Sold in the shack are both
Massachusetts lobster rolls — which are cold
with mayonnai se—and Connecticut |obster rolls
— hot and drawn with butter — on toasted buns.
Grilled cheese sandwiches, seafood cakes made
of shrimp, crab meat and scallops, cucumber
sandwichesand what Jessicacalled “ spectacu-
lar” hot dogs are also on the menu.

And thelinesthat form each year outside of
the shack are just the response Jessica and
Matthew had hoped for.

“Most of my happiest childhood memories
aregoing places and getting ice cream with my
family so | just wanted to share that with ev-
eryone,” Jessicasaid.

Thisyear the owners have added something
new to the menu: healthy smoothies. Custom-
ers can choose from apple or orange juice or
coconut milk, paired with berries, bananas,
beets, peaches, carrots, kale, spinach and more.

Beyond the shack isatent and picnic tables
next to the pond, where groups can unwind and
are welcome to BYOB. Customers can also
enjoy sitting by the fire pit each night and kids
are welcome to take advantage of the rope
swing.

Furthermore, the property features a “fairy
garden” often visited by the business's young-
est customers. It's a place that Jessica said
“bringsout children’sability to believe” Infull
bloomit'sfilled with flowersand plants, and is
where imaginative children often spot flying
fairies.

In the months ahead, Matthew and Jessica
will al'so work on planting along the seasonal
garden path. The ownerslast year designed the
path as a place for customers to walk through
the property and take in anice view. And like
last year, it will be utilized up until the

Sprrng has sprung at Jca sGarden on Route 66in Marlborough The garden
center is officially open for business and isin its 10th year. The center welcomes
residentsof all agesto stop in either to purchase plantsor flower décor, indulgein a
seasonal treat from its popular food shack or take a walk on its grounds that offer
quite a view.

business's closing day, Halloween, and by then
it will be turned into a spooky trail created by
the coupl€'s children, Lilly, 8, and Laurel, 7,
and son, Harley, 15, who also help out at the
business.

And while the owners are only a couple
weeksinto their 10th year, the co-owners posi-
tively reflected thisweek on the ability to stay
open for adecade.

“It's area satisfaction building something
up from nothing,” said Matthew, who also
shared what the recipe to the business's lon-
gevity is. “For us it's been not overextending
ourselves and doing too much at once.”

Jessicaadmitted the businessisalot of work,
and joked that she and her husband often ask
each other during the winter, “Are we crazy
opening it again?’ But, she continued, there's
always anticipation for opening up shop when
spring arrives.

“It helps that we close part of the season

because then we rejuvenate and get inspired
again,” said Jessica. “And it’s cool to see cus-
tomers after the winter. They grow! Some we
don’t even recognize.”

And while this year's temperatures haven’t
peaked yet, thewarm months ahead at Jessica's
Garden are sureto be enjoyed. And when spring
and summer do come and go, it's on to pump-
kin-flavored treats, pumpkins and mums.

For now, the couple agreed they will “con-
tinueto build upon what people respond to well
to make it areally good place for families to
come,” adding they are looking forward to
greeting customers of Marlborough anditssur-
rounding communities in the seasons ahead.

Jessica’'s Garden is located at 198 East
Hampton Rd. (Route 66) in Marlborough. Itis
now open seven daysaweek from9am.-7 p.m.
Tofind out more, or to wish the ownersahappy
10th anniversary, call the business at 860-295-

1685 or visit jessicasgarden.net.

Portland Selectmen Adopt $31.56 Million Budget

by Elizabeth Bowling

The Board of Selectmen adopted a
$31,561,273 budget —a 2.39 percent total bud-
get increase from the current year — last
Wednesday, April 2, in aunanimousvote, send-
ing the proposed spending package to a May
referendum.

The adopted budget is $50,073 |ess than the
first selectwoman’s original proposal of
$31,611,346.

According to First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield, adjustmentsto her original proposal
were “pretty much across the board” and in-
cluded reductionsin the Police, Public Works,
and Parks and Recreation departments, aswell
asintheBoard of Education, Land Useand the
Fire Marshal, she said.

According to Bransfield, the revenue and
expenditures adjustments equal $134,029. (She
explained that meansthe net effect wasachange
of $134,029.)

Regarding this year’s budget process,
Bransfield said, “ The selectmen worked hard”

and moved forward with a“ modest adjustment
to the mill rate”

Bransfield's original proposal called for a
2.16 percent increase in the mill rate but the
selectmen’sbudget reduced that increaseto 1.61
percent, Bransfield affirmed.

The adopted mill rate for the current fiscal
year is 31.28. For the 2014-15 budget,
Bransfield proposed amill rate of 31.95, which
would have been a 0.67 mill increase to last
year's mill rate, but the Board of Selectmen
moved forward with a proposed mill rate of
31.78, or a0.50 increase.

For ahome assessed at $150,000, thiswould
trandateto a$4,767 tax bill, up fromthisyear's
$4,692 for the same home.

The proposed budget for 2014-15 can be bro-
ken down into three categories: education, to-
tal general government and total other expen-
ditures.

The $9,208,532 that falls under “total gen-
eral government” includes: general government,

$1,373,732; public safety, $1,830,667; public
works, $2,153,800; planning and devel opment,
$161,019; health and human services,
$285,455; Portland library, $678,700; employee
fringe benefits, $2,580,159; and risk manage-
ment, $145,000.

“Total other expenditures” comes in at
$3,103,038, including $2,061,401 for debt ser-
vice.

The education budget was cut by the Board
of Selectmen by $12,000 from the
superintendent’s original proposal of
$19,261,703. The education budget moved for-
ward by the selectmen total's $19,249,703.

Selectman Fred Knous said that the budget
“reflectsthe feelings of the townspeople—they
want services but they want thingsto be afford-
able”

Healso said, “1 think the board as awhole—
both parties — worked hard to make sure that
taxes remain as affordable as possible in Port-

land and worked cooperatively to make further
reductions to Susan’s proposed budget.”

He furthered regarding taxes, “I think that
overal it was a good budget. It won't impact
property taxestoo severely; therewill beadlight
increase.”

Board of Selectmen member Kathy Richards
added, “1’m happy that after reducing the bud-
get, the Board of Selectmen was able to come
inat a.5mill increase. We look forward to re-
viewing the budget with the voters at the up-
coming public hearing.”

* k% %

The town budget meeting will be held Mon-
day, May 5, at 7 p.m. at Portland High School
and the budget referendum will be held Mon-
day, May 12, between 6 am. and 8 p.m. at the
Portland Senior Center.

The next regularly-scheduled Board of Se-
lectmen meeting isWednesday, April 16, at 7:30
p.m. at Portland Library.



Andover School Board Approvesli ncomlng Principal

by Geeta Schrayter

The Board of Education Wednesday voted
unanimously to approve Superintendent of
SchoolsAndrew Maneggia s recommendation
for the appointment of John P. Broidy as Prin-
cipal and Director of Curriculum beginning
July 1.

Broidy was recommended by a search com-
mittee which consisted of Maneggia, board
members Whitney Covell and Christina
Tamburro, reading teacher Lisa Handfield and
Parent Teacher Association President Karen
Midolo.

Maneggiaand Board of Education Chairman
Jay Linddy said it had been a “great commit-

ee,” who Maneggiaexplained reviewed all the
applications, reduced the pool to five that they
then interviewed, after which they chose two
for site visits.

And it wasthe sitevisit to Naubuc School in
Glastonbury where Broidy iscurrently athird-
grade teacher that Maneggia said “ confirmed
the convictions of the committee” that Broidy
was the one.

Broidy has spent the last 15 years teaching
in Glastonbury; he's been at Naubuc School
since 2007, prior to which he taught the same
grade at Hopewell School. Glastonbury Public
Schools recently tabbed him as the town’s
Teacher of theYear for the 2013-14 school year.

Hereceived his Bachelor of Science degree
in marketing from the University of Connecti-
cut in 1982, followed by a Master of Science
degree in elementary education and teacher
certification from the University of New Ha-
venin 1999. Heisexpected to receive hissixth-
year certificate from UConn next month.

On Wednesday, Broidy said he was excited
about the opportunity.

“1 am very excited, thrilled, honored to have
the opportunity to — hopefully — be the next
principal here,” he said shortly beforethe board
took their vote.

Hewent on to say hefelt blessed because of
his experiences in Glastonbury where he
worked with “ amazing staff, administration and

East Hampton

Police News

3/21: East Hampton Police said Fabian
Zahuantitla Quiebras, 42, of 1487 Silver Ln.,
East Hartford, wasarrested for evading, failure
toyieldrright of way, driving under suspension,
failureto display afront marker plate and fail-
ureto carry registration and insurance after he
fled the scene of a motor vehicle accident that
occurred on Lakeview Street near the intersec-
tion of East High Street.

3/29: Jean Maheu, 26, of 12 Summit St., was
issued a summons for disorderly conduct and
third-degree criminal mischief, police said.

Portland Police News

3/28: James Millett, 50, of Gayes Road, East
Haddam, was charged with two counts of fol-
lowing too close, two counts of operating un-
der suspension, two counts of operating an un-
registered motor vehicle, and two counts of
misuse of plates, Portland Police said.

4/2: Kyle Fisher, 30, of 15 Wilkes Rd., East
Hampton, was charged with possession of less
than half an ounce of marijuana, police said.

families” and he was looking forward to the
same thing in Andover.

“I"'m very eager — just a couple of months
before we get started and I’m looking forward
toit,” he stated.

After he spoke, board member Kim Hawes
asked a very important question before the
board made their decision.

“Red Sox or Yankees?' she asked with a
smile.

After Broidy said Red Sox, Hawes shook her
head, while some of the other memberscheered,
and Linddy explained sarcastically, “Being a
Yankee fan with Andrew [Maneggia] we just
might table this...”

The vote however, was not tabled, and de-
spite some differing views on sports, the board
voted unanimously to approve the recommen-
dation.

“For me personally, it's been an incredible
week” Broidy said, with the UConn men’sbas-
ketball team winning the national champion-
ship Monday night, then thewomen’steam tak-
ing homethe national title Tuesday night, “then
tonight!” he said.

Broidy will bereplacing Principal Dave Grif-
fin, who announced last June he'd be retiring
at the end of the school year, after 10 yearsin
therole.

* k% *

Also at the meeting, the board voted to enter
into a bus contract that would save the town a
significant amount of money.

“You're going to be quite pleased,” Linddy
told the board of the new contract.

Bidding on apotential regional bus contract
between Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and
RHAM took place two weeks ago, in hopes a
morefavorableratewould bereceived if acon-
tract was sought asagroup. However, Maneggia
said |ast month there was no guarantee the con-
tract would end up being for the entire region,
and if an offer camein for Andover aone that
was morefavorablethan asagroup, that’swhat
he would recommend.

At this week’s meeting he abided by that

MarIborough

Police News
4/5: State Police said Stephen C. Kissel, 52,
of 64 Blood St., Lyme, was arrested for DUI
and failure to drivein the right lane.
4/6: State Police said Ryan Simon, 35, of
101 Stage Harbor Rd., was arrested for disor-
derly conduct and risk of injury to achild.

The Board of Education Wednesday selected a new principal to replace outgoing

David Griffin. John Broidy, second from left, comes to Andover from a 15-year
teaching career in Glastonbury. Also shown are, from left, Griffin, Board of
Education Chairman Jay Linddy and Superintendent of SchoolsAndrew M aneggia.

statement, as he recommended the board ap-
prove a five-year contract with Nichols Bus
Service to provide transportation for Andover
students.

“We were pleasantly surprised in terms of
theway the bidscamein,” Maneggiaexplained.
“1 was alittle bit surprised that the companies
were not moreinterested in bidding for the to-
tal package, but they really weren't.”

Nichols, he said for example, only placed a
bid on Andover and Marlborough.

The current rate the school ispaying for regu-
lar busesis $273.36 per bus per day, the cost of
which is split in half between RHAM.

Under thefirst year of the new contract, that
number was reduced to $248.50 per bus per day.

“So in essence, almost $25 savings for each

bus,” Maneggia explained. “When you calcu-
late for the whole year it comes out to about
$27,000, half of which is savings for RHAM,
the other half isfor the elementary school.”

It won't be until the fina year of the con-
tract, 2018-19, that the cost of the buses will
exceed the amount the school is currently pay-
ing, which Maneggia called “fantastic.”

“So when you look at it, we did very well,”
he stated.

The board voted unanimously to enter into
the contract with Nichols.

* k% %

The next Andover Board of Education meet-
ing is scheduled for Wednesday, May 12, at 7
p.m. intheAndover Elementary School Library.

Colchester Police News

3/31: State Police said Kyle Baltz, 27, of 89
Bush Hill Rd., Lebanon, wasarrested for third-
degree burglary and fifth-degree larceny.

4/2: Colchester Police said Traci A.
Llewellyn, 21, of 89 CayaAve., West Hartford,
was charged with fourth-degree larceny and
third-degreeforgery.

4/2: State Police said Matthew Murphy, 45,
of 88 Cotswold Way, Avon, was arrested on a
PRAWN warrant for second-degree failure to
appear.

4/2: Colchester Police said Creed Covone,
24, of 35 Heatherwood Dr., was arrested for
DUI, speeding and failure to drive upon the
right.

4/2: At approximately 6:49 p.m. the
Colchester Police responded to Red School-
house Road for report of an incident that took
place at William J. Johnston Middle School
earlier inthe day. Thisincident is under inves-
tigation at thistime.

4/3: State Police said JoshuaA. Freitas, 26,
of 294 Kettletown Rd., Southbury, was arrested
for fifth-degree larceny.

4/4: State Police said David Burrell, 47, of 2
Lakeview Park West Pike, Columbia, was ar-
rested on an active warrant for carrying a dan-
gerousweapon. Police reported theweapon was
afully automatic knife.

4/5: State Police said Scott St. Germain, 26,
of 15 Commodore Rd., Norwich, was arrested
for evading, possession of narcotics, making an
improper turn and operating an unregistered
motor vehicle.

4/7: Colchester Police said Jonathan Jeffrey
Jonah, 42, of 61 Loomis Rd., was arrested for
failureto register amotor vehicle for commer-
cial registration, misuse of plates, insurance
coverage fails to meet minimum requirements
and operating a motor vehicle when registra-
tion is suspended.



Obituaries

East Hampton
Catherine Santangelo

Catherine Santangelo, 89, of East Hampton,
died Wednesday, April 2, at Portland Care and
Rehab Center. Catherinewas born Nov. 28, 1924,
in Bronx, N.Y., to the late Patrick and Mary
(Kelly) McNamara. She was married to the late
Mario Santangelo.

She was a member of Saint Patrick Church in
East Hampton. She retired after years of service
as aparaprofessional in the Bronx public school
system where she influenced many lives.

Catherineleaves her daughter PatriciaO’ Brien,
of East Hampton, and her three sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Edward and Andrea Santangelo, of
Babylon, N.Y.; John and Ethel Santangelo of
Mahopac, N.Y.; Joseph and Irene Santangelo of
Bethel; her 10 grandchildren, Michelle, Dawn,
Frank, Nicolette, Samantha, Andrew, Alexsandra,
Joseph, Sean and Kevin; and her 10 great-grand-
children, Zachary, Nicole, Scott, Michael, Sophia,
Anna, Alexander, Benjamin, Kayaand Lacey. She
also leaves behind many nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her brother and three
sisters.

Catherine’s family received relatives and
friends at the Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main
St. in East Hampton, on Sunday, April 6. A fu-
nera liturgy celebrating her life was held Mon-
day, April 7, at Saint Patrick Church, 47 West High
St., East Hampton, with buria to follow at Saint
Patrick Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to the
Alzheimer’'s Association of Connecticut at 2075
Silas Deane Hwy., Suite 100, Rocky Hill, CT
06067

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
Richard F. Haynes

Richard F. Haynes, 79, of East Hampton, hus-
band of Carol (Cook) Haynes passed away
Wednesday, March 12, at Middlesex Health Care.
Born Jan. 29, 1935, in Boston, Mass., he lived in
Louisianamost of hislife.

He served in the Navy during the Korean War.
After obtaining his PhD at LSU, he taught his-
tory at Northeast Louisiana University. He later
served as chairman of the department of history
and government.

Richard authored a book on Harry Truman as
commander in chief entitled The Awesome Power.
Gardening was hisfavorite hobby and his garden
in Louisiana was home to over 100 rose bushes.
He also was a popular lector in the community
and voiced radio advertisements. A member of
the Lions Club of Monroe, La., for many years,
he served as president and several other offices.
Most of his closest lifelong friends were fellow
club members.

Richard moved to Connecticut in 2001 to be
closer to his grandchildren, and has been spotted
at many dance recitals and soccer games in re-
cent years.

Besides his wife, he leaves his daughters,
Allison Whitaker and her husband Charles of
Rockfall, and Melissa Kagan and her husband
Chrisof Portland and four grandchildren, Caroline
and Elizabeth Whitaker and Nathaniel and Lillian
Kagan.

Funeral serviceswill be private and at the con-
venience of the family. To send an online expres-
sion of sympathy, visit portlandmemorialfh.net.

Colchester

Dennis Martin Hertzog

Dennis Martin Hertzog, 67, of Colchester,
passed away Tuesday, March 25, at home. Hewas
born on May 13, 1946 in Alexandria, Va.

Mr. Hertzog served proudly withthe U.S. Navy
during the Vietnam War. Dennis worked for Pratt
and Whitney Aircraft for many years before his
retirement asasupervisor. Heleavesmany friends
both far and wide, as well as caring neighbors at
Westchester Village.

Graveside services with military honors will
be observed at 11 am. Tuesday, April 22, at the
State Veterans Cemetery, Bow Lane, Middletown.

Careof arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester

Donna Wetmore

Donna (Williams)
Wetmore, 65, of Col-
chester, passed away
Tuesday, April 1, after
acourageous battlewith
along illness. She was
born in Manchester to
thelate DorisWilliams.

Donna will be re-
membered as a loving
wife, mother and grand-
mother. Donnatouched
the lives of countless
people and was the true
embodiment of kindness and character. Always
thereto help her friends, family and thosein need,
she loved children and animals. It was her life's
passion to help children and she cared for over
35 special needs children during her life. Donna
worked with her daughter Denise and husband
Neal at The Eyeglass Place in Glastonbury.

Donnais survived by her husband of over 40
years, Neal Wetmore, daughters Michelle Harris
of California, and Denise Falbowski, son Joshua
Wetmore, and grandchildren Shawn Falbowski,
Alyssa Howard, and Jacob Howard, all of
Colchester.

She was predeceased by her brother, Keith
Williams, of Colchester.

Services were held Sunday, April 6, in the
Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave.,
Glastonbury.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to
Save the Children, 54 Wilton Rd., Westport, CT.
06880.

For online condolences, visit mulryanfh.com.

Portland
Arthur J. Hasselman

Arthur J. Hasselman of Portland, formerly of
East Hampton, died at home Sunday, April 6. Art
was born May 20, 1924, in New Brunswick,
Canada, son of the late Edward and Domitile
Hasselman.

He leaves his wife of 67 years Marie, son
Gerald Hasselman and his wife Nancy, daughter
Diane Higgins and son Roger Hassel man; grand-
children Tanya and AJ Beaulieu and her mother
PaulaHasselman, Jennifer and Ryan McCormick;
great-grandchildren Jasmine, Ciera and Kaylie
Beaulieu, Nathan and Leah McCormick; sisters
Flora and Doris; many nieces and nephews; ex-
tended family and friends.

He was predeceased by his daughter, Annette
Hasselman; grandson, Brian Hasselman; son-in-
law, Fred Higgins, brothers, Louis, Emile, Roger,
Ernest, Henry, Maurice and Albert; and sisters,
Julia, Irene and Rita.

Art worked at The Wiremold Company in the
Elmwood section of West Hartford from 1962
until 1987. Art enjoyed playing cribbage “fifteen
two,” and card games with family and friends,
listening to country music, hunting and fishing.

Thefamily would liketo extend their thanksto
the nurses and staff of Middlesex Hospital Pal-
liative Care and Hospice and his many doctors.

Friends and families may call at the Spencer
Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, Sat-
urday, April 12, from 11 am.-1 p.m. A funeral
service will be held at 1 p.m. with buria to fol-
low in Lake View Cemetery.

The family asks that in lieu of flowers please
make memoria donations to the American Can-
cer Society, 825 Brook St., 1-91 Tech Center,
Rocky Hill, CT 06067, or the Middlesex Hospi-
tal Palliative Care and Hospice c/o Middlesex
Hospital Department of Philanthropy, 55 Cres-
cent St., Middletown, CT 06457.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Jusgu’ a ce que NoUS NOUS reverrons.

Amston
Chester D. Sargent

Chester D. Sargent, “Chet,” 68, of Amston
Lake, beloved husband of Judith (Townsend)
Sargent, passed away Monday, April 7. Born Dec.
27, 1945, in Rumford, Maine, he was the son of
the late Darold Sargent and Margaret (Brown)
Braley.

Chet had worked as a machinist for Pratt &
Whitney Aircraft for many years before his re-
tirement. He was an active member and Sunday
School teacher of the Abundant Life of the As-
semblies of God Church in Colchester. Chet was
also known for his affinity to collect penguins.

Inadditionto hislovingwifeof nearly 32 years,
he leaves his stepdaughter, Carolyn Smith and
companion, Howard Saulnier of Manchester; three
stepsonsand their spouses, Charlesand Lisa Smith
Jr. of Amston, Robert and Wendy Smith, Sr. of
Plainfield and Timothy and Cindy Smith of
Clinton; seven grandchildren; a great grandson;
and many friends.

Graveside services will be observed at noon
Saturday, April 12, a the New L ebanon Cemetery,
Waterman Road, Lebanon. There are no calling
hours.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
may be made to the Abundant Life Church Mis-
sion Fund, 85 Skinner Road, Colchester 06415.

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Stuart E. Tanguay

Stuart E. Tanguay, 80, of Colchester, died
Wednesday, April 9, in New London. Born and
raised in New Britain, he was the son of the late
Arthur and Agnes (Dixon) Tanguay.

He was employed for many years at Impact
Plastics and operated many businesses through
the years. More recently, he worked at Superior
Flag Company. He was a Korean War Veteran,
having served in the U.S. Army and was an avid
boater, motorcyclist, biker and member of the
American Legion Post 156.

Mr. Tanguay is survived by three daughters,
Patricia Lamont of Colchester, Maryann and her
husband Victor Swanson of Middletown and
GloriaTanguay of Hartford; three grandchildren
Jennifer Nadeau, Stephen Lamont and Sara Peay;
asister, Lois Miano of New Britain; and several
nieces and nephews.

Hewas predeceased by hiswife, Kathleen, and
his son, Michael John Tanguay.

Funeral services will be held today, April 11,
at 1 p.m., at the Farrell Funera Home, 110
Franklin Sqg., New Britain. Burial will follow in
St. Mary Cemetery, New Britain. Visitation will
be today from noon-1 p.m., at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Alzheimer’s Association (Connecticut Chap-
ter) 2075 Silas Deane Hwy Suite 100 Rocky Hill,
CT 06067.

To light a candle or send a condolence, visit
Farrell FuneralHome.com.

Colchester
Stella Marie Worski

StellaMarie Worski, 89, formerly of Norwich,
passed away Monday, April 7, at Harrington Court
Nursing Home in Colchester. She was born Sept.
13, 1924, in Norwich, to the late Michael and
Mary (Slaga) Leniart.

Sheis the beloved mother of Maryanne Daley
and her husband George of Griswold, Michael
Worski and his wife Charlene of Lisbon, and
Lenoard Worski of Franklin. She also leaves be-
hind seven grandchildren and six great-grandchil-
dren, as well as numerous nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her husband, Frank
Worski Sr., and her son, Frank Worski Jr., and all
of her brothers and sisters.

Family and friends visited Labenski Funeral
Home, 107 Boswell Ave., Thursday, April 10. A
Massof Christian Burial will beheld at St. Patrick
Cathedral, Norwich, today, April 11, at 10 am.
Interment will immediately follow at St. Joseph
Cemetery in Norwich.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Center for Hospice Care, 227 Dunham St. Nor-
wich, CT 06360.

Visit labenskifuneralhome.com to leave an
online condolence for the Worski family.

East Hampton
Janice Elaine Hadley

Janice Elaine (Wright) Hadley, 82, of East
Haddam, formerly of East Hampton, wife of the
late Kent H. Hadley, passed away surrounded by
her family on Wednesday, April 2, at Chestelm
Health Care following a 15-year journey with
Alzheimer’sdisease. Bornin Providence, R.1., she
was the daughter of the late James Edgar Wright
and Harriet (Winsor) Wright.

Janice grew up in Providence, R.l., graduated
from Katharine Gibbs Secretarial School and
worked asalegal secretary. In 1952, she married
theloveof her life, Kent Hammond Hadley. They
raised their family together in Killingworth, CT,
and Janice devoted severa years to being an at-
home mom. Shewent on to graduate from Wilcox
School of Nursing with high honors and work as
alicensed practical nurse. In her late forties, she
took up flying, owning and piloting her own
Cessna 150.

For the past eight years, Janice lived in East
Haddam and prior to that, Benton, Pa., and East
Hampton.

Janice volunteered as a Girl Scout and Cub
Scout Leader and was a gifted pianist who spent
years asachurch organist. She and Kent enjoyed
the outdoors and raising several rescued golden
retrievers.

Janice is survived by her daughter, Jacalyn
Penyak and her spouse Mark of Danbury; her son,
Jonathan Hadley and his spouse Tinaof Haddam;
four grandchildren, Katherine Cancellaro and her
spouse Dana, Jeffrey Penyak, Matthew Plum, and
Michelle Plum; abrother-in-law, Glen Hadley and
his spouse Ruth Anne of Hebron; and several
nieces and nephews.

The Hadley family would like to say a special
thank you to the staff and volunteers at Chestelm
for their years of loving care.

Funeral serviceswere held Sunday, April 6, at
Cromwell Funeral Home, 506 Main St.,
Cromwell. A time of visitation followed the ser-
vice, and areception aso followed. Interment was
in Winsor Family Cemetery, Johnston, RI, at the
convenience of the family.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made
in Janice'smemory to Heartland Golden Retriever
Rescue, 234 Morrell Rd. 118, Knoxville, TN
37919-5876; or Alzheimer's Association Con-
necticut Chapter, 2075 Silas Deane Highway,
Suite 100, Rocky Hill, CT 06067.

To share memories or send condolences to the
family, visit doolittlefuneral service.com.

Portland

Edward Perrotti

Edward Perrotti, 74, of Bonita Springs, Fla.,
formerly of Portland and Cromwell, passed away
Friday, April 4, with hisloving family by hisside.

Hewasemployed for 38 yearsat Waverly Print-
ing in Portland, and two yearsat Stanley Wiseson,
Inc., before retiring to Florida in 2004. He mar-
ried theloveof hislife, Beverly (Riding) Perrotti,
54 years ago on April 1.

Besides his beloved wife, Bev, Ed leaves to
mourn his passing two sonsand daughters-in-law:
Michael and Lorraine Perrotti, William and Su-
san Perrotti, all of Portland; a daughter and her
boyfriend, Debra (Perrotti) Petzold and Mark
Roux of Middletown; three grandchildren,
Heather Petzold, Abby Perrotti, and Joshua
Perrotti, al of Portland; abrother, William Perrotti
of St. Petersburg, Fla., a brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law, John and Kathy Riding of Ellington.

Ed was predeceased in 1988 by a brother, Jo-
seph Perrotti. A memorial service for family and
friendswill be held at the family’s conveniencein
Florida, and amemorial and burial servicewill be
held at a date to be determined in Connecticut.

Walter Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home in
Bonita Springs, Fla., has charge of arrangements.



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

| was genuinely bummed to hear last week
state Rep. Pam Sawyer won't be seeking re-
election. | first met Pam back in 2001, when
| was fresh from college and just starting out
as areporter, covering Andover and Hebron.
She struck me as a genuinely nice person —
and my interactions with Pam over the 13
years that have followed only bolstered that
opinion of her.

Regardless of your political affiliation —
and |, asalot of you know, am a Democrat —
| imagine it would be pretty difficult not to
like Pam. During my timein journalism, I’ve
met a lot of paliticians — from local select-
men to state legislators to even a couple of
governors (okay, one was lieutenant gover-
nor when | met her, but still) —and Pam has
aways been one of my favorites. She has a
smiling, very pleasant demeanor and also
seemsvery genuine; | never detect even ahint
of phoniness. Pam always seems to care —
because | think shereally does care.

She's also quite accommodating — which
isatrait reporters (and editors) like very much.
She's always available for a quote, and not
just an empty, canned-sounding quote either.
She'll give you areasoned, well-thought-out
quote that, far more often than not, will only
improve your story. A lot of times when in-
terviewing somebody they can provideyou a
five- or 10-minute answer to your question
without ever answering your question. That
hasn’t been the case with Pam.

And she'saso donealot for thetowns she
represents — a foursome that includes three
Rivereast towns: Andover, Hebron and
Marlborough (the fourth town Pam represents
is Bolton). Geeta Schrayter touched on sev-
eral of those achievementsin her story on Pam
last week, such as: reducing the deadly crash
rate on the stretch of Route 6 from Bolton to
Columbiaknown as*“ Suicide 6”; pressing for
development of the East Coast and Air Line
Greenway Trail; helping to pass the Safe
Havens bill, which allows distressed moth-
ersto leave their babies at hospitals without
risk of arrest; and helping to establish the
STEAP (Small Town Economic Assistance
Program) grants, which all of our Rivereast
towns benefit from.

Pam, as Geetawrote | ast week, isnot done
yet. Among the issues currently on her wish
list are removing the tax from over-the-
counter medicines, and changing the salt the
state currently uses on its roadways, which
she said doesn’t contain arust inhibitive.

So it’'ll be a busy next several months for
Pam before sheleaves officein January —and
| hope she accomplishes what she wants to.
Pam also plans on still being involved — do-
ing “some more community service in other
ways,” as she puts it, and | hope she does.
Meanwhile, it's aloss for Andover, Hebron
and Marlborough —and, frankly, for newspa-
per reporters too.

* k% %

Last week brought the big finale of How |
Met Your Mother. And while the show was
definitely popular, and ran for nine seasons,
it never achieved the likes of, say, Friends or
Seinfeld in the ratings. | expected a lot of
people to watch the finale, but | didn’t really
expect it to become the talk that it did. It
wound up being one of the most polarizing
sitcomfinales| canrecall since, well, Seinfeld
— to the point that even people who didn’t
watch the show were saying to me, “Wow, |
hear alot of people didn’t like that last epi-
sode”

Like most that saw it, | have my thoughts
—and will sharethem here. So, if you haven't
seenit yet, read no further, for these thoughts
contain mighty spoilers. Let mejust say that,
as someone who's seen nearly every single
episodethese past nineyears, | was..... disap-
pointed. Therewerealot of good parts, but at
theend, | was just left shaking my head.

Here's why: over the past nine years, the
show had given us ample reasons as to why
Ted and Robin just wouldn’t work. Just this
past February, it looked like Ted finaly let
her go, wasfinally able to move on from her.
The show had indicated the mother was in-
deed “theone” Shewastheonewho, as Stella
had put it on the series so eloquently a few
seasons ago, was running to Ted as fast as
she could. The Mother wasn't some consola-
tion prizefor Ted never having ended up with
Robin; she was indeed better for him than
Robin, as the show had proven.

However, the ending to the series we got
last Monday acts as if this is just not true.
Partly because, at the time this ending (well,
the part with the kids anyway) wasoriginally

filmed, it wasn't. The ending was shot in the
middle of the show’s second season, and at
that point in time—and heck, even for acouple
seasonsthereafter — it would've worked fine.
But over the course of the series, it became
clear Robin and Ted were not a good match;
Robin was in fact a better match for Barney
(and | wasn't afan that the finale — although
I’ll grant you the wheels for this were set in
motion this past season, when the regression
of Barney’s character started to unfold — ru-
ined any growth Barney had exhibited in sea-
sons 6-8; true, he was redeemed somewhat
when he saw his new baby at the end, but that
sweet-but-kinda-forced moment didn’t quite
make up for what the show did to Barney the
rest of the hour), and Ted's inability to fully
get past Robin just got alittle sad, especially
when you knew, since the pilot madeit clear,
she was not The Mother. Ted was a better
match with Victoria, and with Stella, than he
was with Robin.

Last Monday’s ending, though, just seemed
to forget the Victorias and Stellas and even
Zoes Ted encountered along the way (largely
because they mostly hadn't happened yet
when the ending was written), and give us a
Ted and Robin coupling because, hey, that’s
what we all would’'ve wanted six or seven
years ago. Veteran sitcom writer Ken Levine
(who, as a writer for MASH, Cheers and
Frasier, knowsathing or two about long-run-
ning sitcoms), in hisreview of the finale, put
it quitenicely: “Fromwhat I’ veread, [the cre-
ators of the show] had the ending planned all
aong, which may or may not be such agood
thing. On the one hand, it’s great to have the
structure in place. But on the other, a long-
running TV series will take on a life of its
own and you haveto follow wherever it takes
you. And that can sometimes be counter to
what you’ ve planned and aready established.”

You can’t ignore the entire second half of
theseries' run. Sure, that ending with thekids
was shot; that doesn’t mean you have to use
it. Make it aDV D bonus feature.

As for The Mother dying in the final epi-
sode, | wouldn't say | liked it, but | was OK
with it. One of the thingsthat attracted meto
this show way back when it first came out
was that, as far as sitcoms go, the characters
and the situations seemed pretty realistic. It
was avery true-to-life show, and while some
of that may have been diluted abit asthe show
went on, the show never lost its ability to slap
you with aharsh dose of reality just when you
werecaught upinall thescrewball antics. The
show not giving us a perfectly-happy ending
worked. Sometimes, people get sick. Some-
times, soulmates dieway too young. (I didn’t
even really have a problem with Barney and
Robin getting divorced; in red life, people
sometimes get divorced even though their
wedding seemed at the time to make perfect
sense—although I'll grant thistoo-drawn-out
weekend-before-the-wedding season made
their coupling seem a wee less perfect.) So,
to that end, The Mother dying was OK.

What | didn't like was the way it was
handled. Evenif it wasjust afew minutesat a
time, The Mother wasin nearly every episode
this season; we felt like we got to know her.
We not only saw why Ted would fall in love
with her, wefell in love with her alittle too.
She deserved much more of a send-off than
she got.

Ultimately, the idea of Ted moving on &f-
ter The Mother diesisn’t a bad one. Again,
it'srea life, and it's something she herself
even encouraged Ted to do a few episodes
back, in away. (“Life only moves forward,”
she told him.) But him moving on to Robin
just feels like regression, a bummer that |
didn’t really want to see.

And, it became apparent almost as soon as
it aired, not alot of people wanted to seeit.
So, for those of us, there'shope: latelast week,
oneof the show’s creatorstook to Twitter and
said an alternate ending for the show was ed-
ited; in fact, as recently as two weeks before
the airing of the finale, the co-creators were
debating which onetoair. They said they stand
by their choice, but they’ll show the rest of
theworld what thisalternate ending lookslike
|ater thisyear, asabonusfeature onthe DVD
of the ninth season (and in the complete se-
ries box set).

There's no word on what exactly the end-
ing is—insiders hint it's a“happy ending” —
but I’m hoping it’sless disappointing than the
one we got last week. Like | said, the finale
wasn't terrible — but it just didn’t work.

* kx %

See you next week.



