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A{ﬁsitwith Mr. Rabbit... TheHebron Lionsheld their annual pancake breakfast
fundraiser March 18 — which featured one of the highest turnouts ever for the
event. The Easter Bunny also stopped by and visited with kids. He's shown here
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Dollar General Back '
On Bdltown Table

by Elizabeth Regan

A plan to build a Dollar General store on
Route 66 in East Hampton, near Lake
Pocotopaug, isback on the tabl e after the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission conceded their
origina denial of acommercia zoning appli-
cation for the site would likely be a loser in
court.

The commission voted 3-3 last November to
deny the zone change application submitted by
Gary Eucalitto, of Harwinton-based Garrett
HomesLLC, for theallegedly residentia prop-
erty onthe corner of East High Street and Lake
Road. Members had become aware just weeks
prior that the site had been approved as acom-
mercial zone in 1998, but had never been up-
dated on the zoning map.

Property owner Walter Smith, of Portland,
filed an appea of the commission’s decision
with the state Superior Court in January. The
suit aleged that denying the zone change de-
spite evidence of the 1998 approval was “ille-
ga” and “arbitrary.”

According to Planning and Zoning Official
Jeremy DeCarli, consultation with the town
attorney revealed ajudge would likely uphold
the 1998 zoning commercial designation based
ona“validating” act in state statute that cures
certain errors and omissions.

“Instead of spending money fighting afruit-
less fight, we said the 98 decision was made
and we have to stand by that,” DeCarli said.

Buoyed by approvalsfrom the Conservation-

Lake Commission and the Design Review
Board, the Dollar General project was presented
by Matthew J. Bruton of the engineering firm
BL CompaniesInc. at a public hearing before
the Planning and Zoning Commission Wednes-
day night.

The commission voted to continue the pub-
lic hearing until May 2 to give members time
to review the latest site plan and to officially
approve the zoning map identifying the site as
commercial.

TheDollar General plan would demolishthe
Route 66 Snak Shak and the red house that sit
on the 1.38-acre property. In their place, the
devel oper would construct a 7,500-square-foot
building Bruton said would evoke a “colonial
New England look” with amansard roof, acu-
pola, engineered siding designed to look natu-
ral, and brick wainscoting on thefront and sides.

Maple, cedar, pine, oak and arborvitaetrees,
aswell asshrubsand groundcover, will linethe
property, according to the site plan.

Signage will be part of a separate applica-
tion, Bruton said.

During Wednesday’s public hearing, Jenni-
fer Palma, who lives in the adjacent lakeside
neighborhood, stood up to say Dollar General
will “cheapen” the area.

“They are unfortunately alow-end storethat
brings nothing to atown,” she said.

Bruton bristled at the idea, describing the

See Dollar General page 2

Snow Days Pile Up for School Systems

by Sloan Brewster

Snow days mean sleeping in, launching
snowballs and building snowmen — but there
eventually comes areckoning.

With area districts faced with nine or more
weather-related cancellations already this
school year, some schools in the region held
classeslast Friday — Good Friday —in addition
to hacking away at vacationsand summer break,
swapping professional development days for
class days and cutting down to the minimum
number of school days permitted by state law.

RHAM Superintendent of Schools Patricia
Law said that, including two cancellations due
to awind storm at the end of October, the dis-
trict has had 10 days off due to weather.

Despite so many unexpected days off, the
state sent aletter to districtsinforming them it
would not issue waiversto alow for less than
180 school days, Law said.

With that in mind, after the most recent snow
daysin March, the RHAM Board of Education
scheduled ahalf day on Good Friday, whichis
normally a day off, Law said. Attendance
among teachers and staff was good and while
Law said she had not checked student atten-
dance, it appeared decent.

“The building looked pretty full to me,” she
said.

The elementary school in Andover, one of

the three towns that send students to RHAM,
was also in session. However, the other two
school systemsthat feed into RHAM —Hebron
and Marlborough—did not have school on Good
Friday. Whilethe Marlborough Superintendent
of SchoolsDavid Sklarz did not return callsfor
comment for this story, Hebron school s super-
intendent Timothy Van Tasel said the Hebron
school system has had 11 weather-related can-
cellations so far.

Over in Colchester, school board members
aso decided in mid-March, as the snow days
piled up, to hold a half day of school on Good
Friday, said interim schools superintendent
Mary P. Conway.

“We have had 10 weather cancellation days
and two of those were the last days of October
when we had heavy winds and power outages
al over town,” Conway said. “ So we have two
before we've gotten into winter.”

Attendance on Good Friday was not bad, she
said. The absenteerate at the middle school was
11 percent; at the elementary and intermediate
schoals, it was 13.5 percent and at Bacon Acad-
emy it was the highest with 17 percent of stu-
dents calling out.

“That’shigh, that 17 percent,” Conway said.
Still, overall school attendance was “not too
bad, giventhat ... parentsonly had two weeks'

notice.”

Only nine staff memberswere absent dueto
illness, which is not as bad as atypical school
day, she added.

“1 was pleased for our staff,” shesaid. “1 think
people made every effort to be here”

In East Hampton, which has seen nine
weather cancellation days, schools remained
closed on Good Friday — but opening them was
a contingency plan if necessary, said schools
superintendent Paul Smith.

“1 had sent a note to families in mid-March
saying if welost aday between March 19 and
29 they would have to go Good Friday,” Smith
said. “But they didn’t.”

However, thedistrict did hold school on two
days in March and February that had been
planned as teacher professional development
days; the development days were rescheduled
for after the end of the school year.

“We try to avoid using the April vacation,”
Smith said.

If Mother Nature causes more cancellations
—and with snow in the forecast for this week-
end, it seemswinter ishanging on—thedistrict
would push everything back one day and could
bring the school day total down to 180 daysfor
seniors.

The last day of school in East Hampton is

June 21 for students and June 25 for teachers,
Smith said.

Other schools in Rivereast-land are going
until June 22.

That is when RHAM seniors will graduate,
Law said. Thelast day of school wasoriginally
June 12.

RHAM aready hasthe number of daysdown
to the state minimum so cutting into that would
not be an option in the event of more days off,
Law said. Like in East Hampton, RHAM held
class on what was scheduled as a teacher pro-
fessional development day in February, and in-
stead moved that day to after the school year
ended.

The district has no specific plans for how it
will deal with any more cancellations.

“We deal with them as they happen,” Law
said.

Colchester’slast day wasa so originally June
12, Conway said. The board did not want to go
beyond June 22 because of the William J.
Johnston Middle School renovation and expan-
sion project. The schedule calls for construc-
tion work to continue as soon as school breaks
for the summer.

“They're [aready] almost aweek behind in
the summer construction,” Conway said.

See Snow Days page 2
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From the Editor’s Desk

Dollar General cont. from Front Page
Dollar General designation as misleading.

“It'sahorrible name,” he said.

Thestore sellsitemsranging from diapersto
dish soap, according to Bruton — “and not ev-
erything isadollar.”

Palma also questioned the wisdom of plac-
ing another business near Lake Pocotopaug,
which has been bearing the brunt of pollution
from stormwater runoff for decades. The lake
suffersfrom annual and potentially toxic algae
blooms.

“Thelake is already damaged,” she said. “I
don’t think we want a big-box business doing
any more damage than there already is”

Traffic engineer Fred Greenberg of BL Cor-
poration objected to theterm “big-box,” which
refers to larger retail chains than Dollar Gen-
eral. Hesaid thestorewould qualify asa“small-
box” establishment.

Greenberg said a traffic study by his firm
found traffic would increase by 1-1.5 percent
during peak periods if Dollar General moves
in.

Truck deliverieswould be made once aweek
during off-peak business hours, according to
Bruton.

The project would need approval from the
state DOT in order to get adriveway permit on
Route 66.

According to Bruton, the stormwater man-
agement planfor thesitewill resultinlessrun-
off than there istoday.

Ryan and Danielle Noir, of Sequonia Trail,
spoke during the public hearing to say they
would not have purchased their homein Octo-
ber if they knew it was so close to a commer-
cia zone. Their research into the zoning map
at thetimeindicated 197 East High St. wasresi-
dential.

“It never occurred to us that a Dollar Gen-
eral would goinonthis property when wewere
buying our house,” Ryan Noir said.

Danielle said the couple chose the location
because it was “a lakeside community with a
lakeside vibe.”

“When we were looking for somewhere to
live, we had the option to choose Manchester,
and there were lower taxes there, but we de-
cided it was worth the additional taxesto live
somewhere that was quiet and private and you
could seethe stars at night,” she said.

She said she is concerned Dollar General
won't deliver the kind of grand list benefits
touted by economic development proponents
asaway to lower property taxes.

Several residents said they believe the store
will actually drive down property values.

Not everyone was opposed to the idea, how-
ever.

Jennifer Mikulski of Daly Road said sheisa
small-businessand commercial property owner
who findsit frightening that an otherwise-com-
pliant business could be driven out of town for
subjective reasons.

“As unfortunate as it is for the neighboring
residents, it is a commercially-zoned piece of
property. If the business being proposed is
within the allowable uses and within the exist-
ing building regulations, | don’'t see how you
can stopit,” Mikulski said.

After continuing the public hearing to next
month’s meeting, Planning and Zoning Com-
mission membersvoted unanimously to update
the zoning map to reflect the property’s com-
mercial status as approved in 1998.

The new zoning map will be effective April
20.

Member Angelus Tammaro said hewould not
be comfortable voting on the Dollar Genera
site plan application until the map makesit clear
the property is commercial.

The next Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting will be held Wednesday, May 2, at 7
p.m., at Town Hall, 20 E. High St.
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Snow Days cont. from Front Page
“There's a small window in summer to do it.
The board was very concerned about holding
up a multi-million dollar building project, so
they didn’t want to go past June 22.”

The board combated the problem by reduc-
ing the school year to the state minimum of 180
days, shesaid. Originaly, thedistrict had a181-
day school year.

If there are any additional cancellations, the
district will hold school on April 16, the first
day of April vacation, and the next step would
beto take Memoria Day —something Conway
said she had never heard of happening before.

“This is an anomaly this year,” she said.
“We'vehad quiteafew snow days, butitisNew
England.”

Going forward, Conway said she would ask
the school board to specifically notein the 2018-
19 academic calendar that inclement weather
may alter vacation periods, so that parents and
staff members “truly are aware that this could

happen,” she said.

In Hebron, rather than extend the last day of
school beyond June 22, the local school board
knocked off two daysfrom April vacation, Van
Tasel said.

“TheBoard of Education made the decision
to keep our last day of school June 22, a Fri-
day, meaning we had to make up two days,” he
said.

If there are any more unscheduled days off
leading up to April vacation, the board will
knock more out of the break.

“We'rejust going to keep taking away from
April vacation,” Van Tasel said.

The superintendents said it was unusual to
have so many weather-related cancellationsin
oneyear.

“Hopefully we're done,” Smith said. “Last
year, we had four snow days and the year be-
fore that, we had two — so nine snow days and
five delaysis pretty uncommon.”

Hebron Woman Charged
with Attempted Murder

A woman from town has been charged with
attempted murder, according to state police.

PaulaChristakos, 77, of 435 Old Colchester
Rd., was arrested on March 26, according to
arecord of arrest from the State Police. The
charges against her include disorderly con-
duct, attempted murder, first-degree assaullt,
first-degree assault of an elderly person, first-
degree threatening and first-degree reckless
endangerment.

Police reported that shortly before 4:30 am.
March 26, they received a 911 call from an
Old Colchester Road residence, reporting an
assault with injuries. When they arrived on
scene, policesaid, thealleged victim had face

and head injuries and had been assaulted with
afirearm. Thealleged victim wastransported
to the hospital for evaluation.

Christakos was identified as the accused
and charged with the above offenses. Shewas
assigned a$100,000 cash surety bond, which
she could not post, and was transported to
Rockville Superior Court for arraignment.

According to the state judicial website,
Christakosremainsin custody, avaiting plea,
and is next due in court April 13.

Theincident is under investigation by The
Eastern District Major Crime ClI Unit at
Troop K.

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

| love watching the live musical produc-
tionsthat have sprung up on NBC and Fox in
recent years, so of course | watched NBC's
live concert-styled show of Jesus Christ Su-
perstar thispast Sunday night. It wasincred-
ible!

With acast buoyed by pop stars John Leg-
end as Jesus and Sara Bareilles as Mary
Magdalene, and Broadway’s Brandon Victor
Dixon as Judas, the singing performances
were fantastic, the set designs captivating —
and the whole show wasjust apowerful,, even
moving experience.

I’d seen the 1970s movie version of the
rock opera-turned-Broadway musical about
six or so months ago, so the songs were still
fairly freshin my mind. By and large they’re
terrific numbers, and they tell the story of
Jesus' last daysinaway you don'’t often hear.
The excellent cast of Sunday’s performance
certainly did the songsjustice—and 10 min-
utesinto the show I'd already decided to buy
the soundtrack CD when it comesout (which,
for the record, will be April 20).

If you haven't seen it yet, I’d highly rec-
ommend checkingit out. It'savailable online
at nbc.com or on the NBC app, and, if you
have cable, you could probably catch it on
NBC On Demand.

It was, in short, afantastic show —and even
Bill O'Reilly couldn’t ruin it, though he cer-
tainly tried. On Twitter Sunday night,
O'Reilly wrote, in a poor attempt at humor,
“Watching JC Superstar on NBC. Who knew
Jesus of Nazareth ran atattoo parlor? Geez.”
He was referring, presumably, to the tattoos
many in the cast sported.

I’m pretty surethere wasn’t rock musicin
Jesus' time either, Billy Boy. The dude's a
smug, unfunny jerk —and while hefortunately
doesn’'t have hisshow on Fox Newsanymore,
that doesn’t stop him from finding ways to
dispense his windbaggery to the masses.

* k% *

Speaking of television, | caught the first

two episodes of the Roseanne revival last

Tuesday, and | enjoyed them —the second one
morethan thefirst. The back-to-back episodes
scored fantastic numbersin the ratings, afact
that was unfortunately seen as a victory for
Donald Trump. I’'m guessing it’s because star
Roseanne Barr is a Trump supporter in rea
life and — big shock, for anyone familiar with
Barr —hasn’t been shy about sharing that news.
Infact, thefictional Roseanne Conner iswrit-
ten on the show as a Trump supporter.

So when the ratings came in sky-high — it
wasthe most-watched comedy on network TV
infour years, andinterestingly ratings climbed
from the first episode to the second, indicat-
ing viewers must've liked what they’d seen —
someread thisasasign that maybethisDonald
Trump fellow is aright after al. It couldn’t
have been the fact that the original Roseanne
wasoneof TV’shiggest hits of the 1990s and
folks were maybe curious to see what the
Conners were up to after 20 years?

In any event, Trump personally contacted
Barr and offered his congratulations on the
show’s success— I’m glad to know the presi-
dent of the United States is keeping tabs on
the Nielsen ratings — and now the show has
become tinged by politics. Some are saying
they enjoyed the show but can’t tune in now
that it's been seen asavictory for Trump Na-
tion. Likewise, I’ m surethere are Trumpeteers
out there who had no desire to watch but now
will, since it seems to have The Donald’s
stamp of approval.

The wholething iskind of ashame. | have
no big attachment to Roseanne the show or
Barr the actress, but the fact that the show’'s
success or failureisnow tied up in politicsis
disappointing. It's aimost like there’s this
sense now that conservatives can watch the
show, but liberals should stay away. The show
should be judged in terms of quality, not in
terms of whether Donald Trump likes it.
Hasn’t the man ruined enough already?

* % %

See you next week.

Police I nvestigate Gun
‘Utterances at Local Schools

by Elizabeth Regan

Two separate elementary school students
last week made “ utterances allegedly indicat-
ing they were planning to bring a gun to
school,” according to a March 29 statement
from acting East Hampton Police Department
Chief Thomas Davoren.

Davoren said the two unrelated cases oc-
curred March 27 and 28 at Memoria School,
the town’s K-3 elementary building.

Police found no “actionable information”
in their conversations with school officials,
parents and children, according to Davoren.

Superintendent of Schools Paul K. Smith
this week provided a copy of the March 29
email he sent to all parents and guardiansin
the district to aert them to the situation. He
said Memorial School Principal Andrew
Gonzalez had been in contact with K-3 par-
ents prior to the district-wide message being
sent out.

“No law enforcement action wastaken and
as a school district, we are addressing these
mattersinternally,” Smith wrote.

Thisweek, Smith said peopleingenera are

“under alot of stress’ from reports of school
shootings that have led to events like the
March 24 March For Our Lives ralies play-
ing out across the country.

“1 think based on what’s happening in the
news, everybody ishypersensitive over every
comment, which they should be,” he said.

Smith said while the district does not want
to cause “undue stress’ to parents, it is also
committed to acting “quickly and appropri-
ately for the safety of children and staff” when
fearsarise.

“We're going to investigate absolutely ev-
erything,” he said.

In hisletter, Smith urged parentsto contact
administrators promptly with any concerns
about school safety.

Both Smith and Davoren said the school dis-
trict and police department “work closely to
ensure the safety of our children and our
schools”

Smith put it thisway: “You just take noth-
ing for granted anymore.”



Marlborough Students Advance

to Invention Convention State Finals

by Allison Lazur

After being led to a victory in the regional
competition by second grade teacher Mary
Cochefski and third grade teacher Lynda
Quigley, five students from Marlborough El-
ementary will compete in the Connecticut In-
vention Convention (CIC) finals event at the
University of Connecticut’s Gampel Pavilion
onApril 28.

Kindergartener William DeCesare, first-
grader Nicolas Peach, second-grader Elle
Boutilier, fifth-grader Trevor Hooker and sixth-
grader AaronAlloccaall brainstormed problems
intheir livesand created inventionsthat offered
aresolution to their chosen problem.

“Thiswastotally onthem,” Assistant Princi-
pal Kim Kelly said of the students. “What
makes these guys so fantastic is it was their
own initiative; they did this totally outside of
the classroom. It was something that spoke to
them.”

According to its website, the Connecticut
Invention Convention was founded in 1983 as
part of the Connecticut Educators Network for
the Talented and Gifted, “designed to devel op,
encourage, and enhance creative problem-sol v-
ing and critical thinking skills through inven-
tion, innovation and entrepreneurship.” Each
year more than 250 Connecticut schools par-
ticipate, totaling over 17,000 inventors.

Quigley and Cochefski brought the program
back this year after having children who par-
ticipated in the convention several years ago.

“We were simply amazed at the number of
students who were willing to participate given
the amount of work involved; most of thework
was completed at home. Inventorsdid check in
with us during their recess time and we were
able to support them as needed,” Quigley and
Cochefski said in ajoint email.

Theinventions, which draw primarily onthe
fields of science, technology, engineering and

mathematics (STEM) to develop their proto-
types, provided solutions to dilemmas ranging
from motion sickness while reading in the car
to missing aloved one.

Allocca, inventor of the “Eye Sock-It,” ex-
plained that extended wear of his eyeglasses
meant discomfort for the back of hisears.

“1 thought the Invention Convention would
be a great opportunity to fix that [problem] so
it's like a sock for your glasses that you can
slide on to the back of your glasses; on the out-
sideit’sastretchy, spandex-type of material and
on theinsideit’'s memory foam,” he said.

Allocca went on to explain his process,
which involved using the heat from aniron and
an adhesive tape called PolyWeb. The heat
helped the materials attach to one another, af-
ter discovering sewing through the memory
foam was not possible.

DeCesare was inspired to create something
that would help him cope with his mother be-
ing in the hospital for surgery.

“It’s called the ‘Miss You Doll,” said
DeCesare. “When you're missing somebody
you can remember them because there saprint-
ableface, whichyou can changewiththeVelcro
on the back. There's also Velcro on the doll so
you can dressit up.”

Boutilier, the creator of “Car Sick NoMore,”
said she often experiences motion sickness
whiletrying to read in the car.

“| tried to figure out something to keep the
book up high so you don’'t have to look down,
shesaid. “You put the top part around the head
rest and then the other two clips attach to the
back of the book.”

Hooker, atrumpet player, had theideato at-
tach amicrofiber towel to theinside of afolder
with Vel cro, to create the “ Brass Spigot.”

“When you play abrassinstrument, you have
todrain your spit [valve] on the ground, which
iskind of gross and unsanitary; you could slip
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After ining the regional competition at the end of March, William DeCesare,
Nicolas Peach, Trevor Hooker, Elle Boutilier and Aaron Allocca (pictured from left)

will attend the Invention Convention Finals Event at UConn on April 28.

and it could stain carpets,” he said. “So | was
thinking of something that would not only ab-
sorb it, but be better than current solutionslike
garbage cans or placing atowel down.”

Peach combined hisremote control car with
avery adult predicament to create the“ Remote
Control Wall Painter.”

The car “climbs the wall to paint because
it's too much work to paint the wall by hand,”
Peach said.

Peach explained that with the help of hisdad,
and some putty, he was able to attach a small
paint brush roller to the top of the car.

If the students win the finals, they could go
home with not just recognition and awards —
but a possible invitation to participate in the
National Invention Convention and Entrepre-
neurship Expo (NICEE) scheduled to take place
at the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Mich.,
from May 31 to June 2.

Regardless of whether or not the students
advance again wasless of aconcernto Quigley
and Cochefski.

“We are so proud of all our talented inven-
tors,” they said in the email, “and can’'t wait to
see what they come up with next year!”

Two-Car Hebron Crash L eaves
One with Suspected Injuries

A two-vehicle collision on March 30 |eft
one driver with suspected minor injuries, ac-
cording to State Police.

Police said at approximately 6:45p.m., Lee
J. Lambert, 66, of Columbia, was driving a
BMW west on Route 66, approximately 200
feet east of Stone House Road, when the ve-
hicle collided with a Subaru Impreza Sport
driven by Timothy Mcguire, 29, of 290 Foote
Rd., South Glastonbury, who was traveling

east on Route 66 and crossed into the west-
bound lane while trying to navigate a turn.

Lambert was transported to Marlborough
Clinic, asaprecaution and Mcguire wastrans-
ported to Windham Hospital, after complain-
ing of wrist and leg pain, police said.

Mcguire was issued an infraction for trav-
eling too fast for road conditions, said police
and both vehicles were towed by Evans Au-
tomotive.

Meet the New RHAM School Board M ember

by Sloan Brewster

The RHAM Board of Education has a new
member from Andover.

At a specia town meeting in Andover last
Thursday, resident Stephanie Bancroft was
elected to represent the town on the education
board. She replaces Danny Holtsclaw, who re-
signed from the board in March.

Thethreeresidentsinterested in the post were
giventimeto discusswhy they wanted it. After
they had all spoken, folksin the audience asked
questions.

Eric Shrevchenko, member of the Andover
Board of Finance, who said he sat in on the
latest round of teacher contract negotiations,
was a candidate. He made it clear the RHAM
board would be his priority. If elected, he said
he would “ease off” the finance board.

Challenges Shrevchenko said he would ad-
dress if elected included the diminishing stu-
dent population at RHAM and the special edu-
cation budget.

Neil Westhers, director of accountability, data
and assessment for Windham Public Schools
who said he has written math curriculum, also
ran for the position.

“1 have a lot of experience in curriculum,”
he said. “Having that background and knowl-
edge, | think, would serve the position well.”

Bancroft, who has been a music teacher for
20 years, said she was interested in the board
because she has concerns with the budget and
cuts that would affect the variety of available
courses for students.

Her son, a 2012 RHAM graduate, explored
many subjects in the quest to determine what
he wanted to do, she said. The fewer topics at
the high school, the greater the chance students
will chose to study out of district.

“1 believe we can provide for our students a
widerange of subjectsbeing financially respon-
sible at the same time,” she said. “I’m fearful
of these cuts because if students don’t have
these subjects to explore, they may go off to
VoAg and if they do, they take our tax dollars
with them.”

There are no plansto cut any classes, Super-
intendent of Schools Patricia Law said in a
phone call Tuesday. While some positions are
being reduced, class offerings will remain the
same.

That said, Law added that if students don’t
sign up for classes, she would cease to offer
them.

For the 2018-19 school year, RHAM's ca-
reer offerings will include engineering classes
in Project Lead The Way and technical, com-

puter science and medical career classes, Law
said.

In answering questionsfrom residents at the
meeting, Bancroft said that while budgets can
be consolidated and money can be saved on
equipment by getting grants, curriculum should
be thoroughly looked at before being cut.

“Anoverall cut without looking isthewrong
way to go,” she said. “Education is very fluid,
there are trends and new technology and new
ideas that come all the time.”

Resident Jeff Ballard asked the candidates
to speak about the arts.

“1’ve always been concerned about the pro-
grams being cut in creative arts,” he said.
“Spesak to that.”

Bancroft responded that cutting those pro-
grams is a mistake, as the arts require use of
parts of the brain students do not use in aca
demics.

“Sometimes music and art isthe reason kids
gotoschool,” shesaid, adding that cutting them
would be “areal travesty.”

The other candidates concurred. “ Cutting arts
isn’'t saving alot of money inalot of instances’
Shrevchenko said, while Weathers said such
cuts “would be foolish.”

David Gostanian, aRHAM Board of Educa-

tion member from Andover, was in the crowd
and advised the candidates of the long hours
required.

“1 didn’t realize just how much timewas re-
quired of theposition,” hesaid. “In the past four
yearsthere's been anew makeup on the board,
the monthly meetingsrun five hoursand some-
times six hours, plus liaison meetings that can
go two to three hours”

It was something Bancroft had addressed in
her speech in the beginning of the meeting.

“1 do understand the time demandsfor being
on the Board of Ed,” she said, adding she was
willing to make the commitment. “I love the
town and | do believe that RHAM is an excel-
lent school and I'd like to keep it that way and
| do believe we can do it by being smart with
our money.”

The vote was taken by ballot and counted
during an intermission at the meeting. With 31
votes, Bancroft was declared the new Andover
representative to the board and given a round
of applause. Weathers took 23 votes and
Shrevchenko received 16.

On Friday, Bancroft, after being sworn in,
met with Law, who introduced her to residents
at apublic hearing on RHAM'sbudget on Mon-

day.



Portland Selectmen Eye Town Budget Cuts

by Elizabeth Regan

Board of Selectmen budget deliberations
Wednesday yielded $455,955 in reductions to
the 2018-19 budget proposed by First
Selectwoman Susan Bransfield.

If approved by selectmen at a special meet-
ing on April 11, the cuts would bring the po-
tential tax impact for the total $34.05 million
budget proposal to a 4 percent increase over
the current mill rate. That's down from the 6
percent increase signified by the original $34.38
spending plan presented by Bransfield and Su-
perintendent of Schools Philip O'Reilly last
week.

The$34.05 million 2018-19 budget proposal
under consideration represents an increase of
$403,831 — or 1.2 percent — over the current
budget.

The$20.68 million proposed education bud-
get is flat compared to the current year, and
selectmen did not recommend any additional
cuts.

The$13.37 million general government num-
bers — including debt and capital expenses —
represent an increase of 3.11 percent over the
current town operating budget.

The majority of the reduction being consid-
ered by selectmenistheresult of aplan created
with town financial advisors to mitigate the
budget impact on taxpayers by issuing bonds
in July of thisyear instead of May.

The budgeting move will push $416,400 of
debt payments into the following fiscal year —
at which time the bonds from other projects
would be coming off the books, according to
Bransfield.

The debt service expenses stem from a $10
million bond package approved by voters to
construct a Route 17 recreation park and to
make infrastructure improvements.

Police I nvestigate
Andover Break-Ins

State Police are investigating a pair of
home break-insthat allegedly occurred Tues-
day, March 27.

According to police, thefirst break-in oc-
curred on Hebron Road between the hours
of 7 am. and 2:15 pm. The residence was
entered without force and three items were
stolen, totaling $1,831.

Police said the second incident occurred
at aresidence on Route 6 | ater that afternoon,
between 3:40 p.m. and 5:20 p.m. According
to police, theresidence was entered by force
and a number of items were stolen with an
estimated value of several thousand dollars.

Police said both incidentsare currently un-
der investigation.

Debt service in the budget proposal being
considered comesto atotal of $2.06 million, a
$41,190 increase over the current year.

The revised spending plan also makes sev-
eral adjustment to operating and capital expen-
ditures.

Due to Chatham Health District budget ad-
justmentsresulting in adecreaseto the per-resi-
dent fees the district had originally proposed,
selectmen were able to decrease that line item
by $3,555.

Bransfield said shewastold by Air Line Trail
volunteers that $10,000 in capital funds ear-
marked for construction would not be needed
in the coming year. Thetown in 2016 received
a$685,932 state grant to allow construction of
atrall from the East Hampton border to Camp
Ingersoll.

Selectmen al so expressed awillingnessto cut
$10,000 allotted for boarding up windows of
blighted properties; $5,000 for the clean energy
fund; and $500 each for Middlesex County
Substance AbuseAction Council and Middlesex
Behavioral Health through the social services
budget.

Members discussed energy savings opportu-
nities, including the completion of an
Eversource initiative to change over all street
lightsin town to LED lights, which they said
they will continue to explore.

Bransfield said Thursday she's thrilled the
board is moving “in anew direction where we
are redly, really going to make some energy
savings improvements’ to reduce both usage
and expense.

‘Rock Bottom’ Education Budget

The education budget presented last week by
O'Reilly and Board of Education Chairman
MaryAnne Rode remainsflat despiteincreased

East Hampton

Police News

3/28: Brandon Yon, 25, of 98 Middletown
Ave., was taken into custody pursuant to two
warrantsfor hisarrest stemming from two sepa-
rate incidents, East Hampton Police said. Yon
was charged with third-degreelarceny inregard
tothefirstincident, police said, and credit card
fraud, fraudulent use of an ATM, identity theft,
misapplication of property, third-degreelarceny
and criminal impersonation.

Also, from March 19-25, officersresponded
to nine medical calls, three motor vehicle
crashes and four alarms, and made 14 traffic
stops, police said.

medical insurance premiums and escalating
special education costs.

“1’ve been in this business 36 years [or] 37
years, and I've never seen such anincreaseand
such arapid increase in the number of students
of special needs that have moved into our dis-
trict,” O'Rellly said.

To mitigate thoseincreases, the school s bud-
get cut one teaching position each in kinder-
garten, first grade, third grade and fourth grade.
A special education teaching position, a full-
time custodian and afull-time library assistant
position were eliminated through attrition.

O'Relilly said the elementary school teach-
ing cutswill resultin classsizesin thelow 20s,
with 16-17 students projected for each of the
kindergarten classes.

The budget proposal reduces the technology
department, athletic department and building
budget lineitemsby 10 percent each, whilethe
special education is cut by $12,000. A plan to
purchase an $18,000 floor scrubber that has
been requested for years was scrapped again.

Rode said the school board'seffort to whittle
down O'Reilly’s origina recommended bud-
get, which came in at a 2.34 percent increase
over thecurrent year, hasresulted inno “wiggle
room” in the spending plan for the schools.

“1 kid you not, weareat rock bottom. There's
no room. If we have further cuts, | don’t really
know where that’s going to come from other
than sacrificing our class sizes and the quality
of our education,” Rode said.

Rode expressed fear about the prospect of
education aid from the state continuing to de-
cline asthe cost of educating the special needs
population rises.

“ Special education has been extremely vola-
tile this year, so | have some real concerns

Colchester

Police News

3/28: State Police said that an unknown
person(s) entered a building on Old Hartford
Road and stole numerous clothing-related
items. According to police, theinvestigationis
active.

3/29: Colchester Police said Rhonda K.
Lami, 45, of 66 Pinebrook Rd., was arrested
and charged with violation of probation.

3/30: State Police said Dillon R. Haines, 29,
of 766 Tobacco St., Lebanon, was arrested and
charged with first-degree failure to appear.

around whether or not we're going to be able
to stay in budget on that. So that’s just some-
thing | want to put out there. Not for us mis-
managing, but because we keep having new
students move into the town and more special
needs being identified within our current popu-
lation,” she said.
Taxpayer | mpact

The bulk of the tax burden associated with
the 2018-19 budget proposal comes from an
expected decline in education funding as state
lawmakers grapple with Connecticut’s fiscal
woes. Portland officials are estimating a$1.16
millionlossin state revenuein the coming year.

Whileit’suncertain how much Portland will
ultimately receivein state funding for the com-
ing year, revenue estimates in Portland’s bud-
get proposal are based on preliminary numbers
announced by Gov. Dannel P. Malloy in Feb-
ruary. The exact extent of the damagewon’t be
known until lawmakers approve the state bud-
get and Malloy signsitintolaw later thisspring.

Based on the revised budget proposal under
consideration by selectmen, the mill rate could
riseto 34.42 mills. That's a 1.44 mill increase
over the current year.

The anticipated reduction in municipal aid
accountsfor 1.42 mills of that total increasein
the mill rate, according to officials.

A mill is$1 tax per $1,000 of assessed prop-
erty value. Based on the potential mill rate as-
sociated with the proposed budget, taxes paid
on a home assessed at $200,000 for the 2017-
18 fiscal year would be $6,884. That's an in-
crease of $288 over the current year.

Selectmen will meet Wednesday, April 11,
to vote on the budget proposal. The approved
budget will go to town meeting Monday, May
7, and then to referendum Monday, May 14.

Mar Iborough

Police News
3/30: State Police said Francis Usher, 48, of
28 Laurel Heights Rd., Higganum, was arrested
and charged with DUI and failureto obey atraf-
fic control signal.

Tree-Trimming Plan Rankles Portland Residents

by Elizabeth Regan

An Eversource Energy plan to deal with en-
croaching flora around high-volatage power
lines from the Glastonbury border to the Con-
necticut River is meeting with resistance from
somelocals.

The energy company last month sent aletter
to 81 affected residents saying “routine veg-
etation maintenance” will occur on or near their
property thisyear.

Eversource spokesman Frank Poirot said af -
fected streetsinclude portions of Thompson Hill
Road, East Cotton Hill Road, Old Marlborough
Turnpike, Cox Road, Penfield Hill Road, Jobs
Pond Road and Breezy Corners Road.

The letter said contractors will trim tree
branches, cut down tall-growing trees, and re-
move vegetation by cutting, mowing and spray-
ing herbicides.

According to Poirot, the targeted approach
to herbicide useis monitored by state and fed-
eral agencies and carried out by trained spe-
cialists. He said certain plant speciesidentified
as incompatible with the right-of-way are cut
at the base, leaving the stump to be sprayed.

Stumpswill be treated with herbicide in the
early spring and actively-growing foliage will
be sprayed selectively in the summer, the let-
ter said.

Poirot said thework will cover approximately
300 feet of aready-cleared space surrounding
the transmission lines.

Resident Deb Goodrich, who owns 80 acres
on Old Marlborough Turnpike, said the com-
pany undertook a“ massiveclearing” around the
lines abutting her property as part of a sepa-
rate, months-long project to replace wooden
transmission linesthat iscurrently finishing up.

She said she was able to work with the en-
ergy company to save some trees around one
of the vernal pools on her property, but added
that “alot” of trees came down.

“Therewasabobcat under my birdfeeder this
morning,” she said on Wednesday. “They're
taking away their habitat; there’'s no food for
them.”

She described the areaashometo birds, coy-
otes, foxes, deer and other animals.

Larry Cyrulik, a conservation committee
chairman with the Mattabeseck Audubon So-
ciety and Portland resident, said heis concerned
about the ability of declining bird species to
thriveif their habitat continues to be cut back.

He cited birds such as the Prairie Warbler,
Blue Wing Warbler and the Rufous-Sided To-
wheeresiding in the shrub-scrub wetlands char-
acterized by low, woody plants. He said the

Eastern Red Cedar tree is particularly impor-
tant to birds that spend their summersin Con-
necticut and othersthat live here all year long.

“We understand the power has to be deliv-
ered; it just has to be a balanced approach,”
Cyrulik said. “If we can get the folksinvolved
to look at the thousands of acres underneath
these power lines as a habitat rather than as a
clear-cut industrial zone, we can make some
progress on that front.”

According to Poirot, abalanced approach is
what the energy company provides.

“We have looked at the acreage along our
transmission linesasavery special habitat,” he
said. “It's one that birds rely on, as well as
turtles and other species of specia concern.”

The environmental needs are balanced with
federal mandatesfor system reliability, he said.
Those mandates guide the company’s vegeta-
tion management when it comes to how close
or far certain trees can come to the lines and
what is allowed to grow beneath the wires, he
said.

Poirot listed maples, white pinesand red ce-
dar as tree species that aren’t compatible with
the company’sresponsibility to provide power
due to height and proximity to power lines.

“We take our responsibility as an environ-

mental steward of these shrubland habitatsvery
serioudly,” he said. “Not only do the overhead
linesdeliver energy to tens of thousands of cus-
tomers, but the land beneath the lines play a
key role in the lives of threatened and endan-
gered insects, migratory songhirds, turtles and
plants”

Goodrich and Cyrulik plan to meet with an
arborist, a chemical manager, and representa-
tives from Eversource and the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection in the
coming week.

Poirot said vegetation management work in
Glastonbury and Portland has been reviewed
and approved by boththe DEEP and U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

“Our compliance with these approvals re-
flects a careful balance between maintaining
electricreliability and the environmental stew-
ardship of sensitive areas,” he said.

According to the Hartford Courant, a simi-
lar planin Glastonbury was scaled back dueto
citizen response. The proposal went from clear-
ing an 150-foot expanse surrounding thetrans-
mission linesto clearing only 100 feet around
thewires—"“except for trees that have a poten-
tial to grow 80 feet and higher within the 150-
foot zone,” the Courant said.



School, Town Budgets Presented
to Colchester Finance Board

by Allison Lazur

On Tuesday, interim school s superintendent
Mary Conway and First Selectman Art Shilosky
presented the proposed school and town bud-
gets to the Board of Finance during a public
hearing.

The proposed budgets—which will be voted
on separately at referendum —total $55.48 mil-
lion, an increase of $137,427 over the current
budget.

The school spending proposal is actualy
seeing a decrease of $87,061, clocking in at
$40.55 million — whereas the town operations
budget is proposed to climb $224,488, coming
to $14.93 million.

Shilosky highlighted several aspects of the
budget proposal that had driven the increase.
Among these is the town having to fund 100
percent of the town’sresident state trooper po-
sition starting in the 2018-19 fiscal year,
wheresas currently the town is paying 85 per-
cent of the amount, with the state picking up
therest. Thisresultsin an $18,482 increase, he
said.

Shilosky added that the fire marshal position
is slated to increase from 32.5 to 40 hours,
meaning an additional $14,790. The first se-
lectman attributed this to alack of volunteers
in the fire marshal office.

“In the past we' ve had volunteers, which we
don’'t have anymore,” he said. “We are trying
to get other volunteers to come in and do the
training, but right now we aren’t successful.”

Highway road improvements were a prior-
ity for Shilosky. He explained that each year
going forward, hewill continueto put aside an
extra $50,000 for improvements, as he did in
thisyear’s proposed budget, “until the roads of
Colchester are up to par.”

But the town budget proposal wasn't all in-

creases. Among the proposed decreases were
the elimination of apart-time department clerk
in planning and code administration, saving
$17,171, as well as a part-time administrative
assistant in the recreation department, which
resulted in areduction of $16,098.

The amount for Town Hall repairs was re-
duced by $15,000, along with other minor pub-
lic works decreases like an estimated $5,100
drop in the cost of ice melt, and areductionin
the hours of apart-time custodian at the Senior
& Youth Services Center, yielding $4,626 in
savings.

Shilosky said he was excited to share a new
program, People Finder Search, to helpincrease
thetown’srevenue by collecting back taxes. The
new program would add $1,200 to the budget —
but he said it would be money well-spent.

“Thisisanew program that finds people for
us, in other words, they’re no longer here—they
own acar —they disappeared and went to a dif-
ferent town; thisprogram will find them for us.
If they owe back taxes, we can get the back
taxes,” said Shilosky. “ Thiswill pay for itself.”

The town budget also allotted $75,000 to be
used towards the Paper Mill Road Bridge as
the town had done last year to satisfy a two
year funding program.

“That's what the grant people told us to put
in, but we believe it’s [the cost of the bridge
project] going to comein at less, said Shilosky.”

School Budget Sees Decrease
The proposed 2018-19 school budget of
$40.55 million reflects a decrease of 21 per-
cent fromthe 2017-18 budget —afigure Conway
said she was satisfied with.

She added that school administrationinitialy
came in with a budget calling for a 1 percent
increase over current year spending.

“Any other time | would've run with 1 per-
cent,” Conway said. “Thisisavery thoughtful
budget. However, knowing the hit that we got
herein Colchester from the state government, |
said we have to comein as near to zero as pos-
sible, to provide the town with at least that re-
lief.”

Conway emphasized that there were three
prioritiesto the school budget: socia-emational
learning — which “helps our children grow in
theworld,” Conway said, adding, “weare part-
nerswith all of our parents’ —Research-Based
Intervention and using technology to support
personalized learning.

“Research-Based Intervention istheway we
need to identify children for special education
across the nation,” said Conway. “We need to
be working with our children continuously to
make sure what we are doing is working.”

Technology concluded Conway’s top three
budget priorities. She stressed that “weall need
to be thoughtfully planning for our infrastruc-
ture for the future”

Technology expenses for the 2018-19 year
include replacement projectors, adding iPads
and Chromebooks at Jack Jackter | ntermediate
School and replacing both businesslabs at Ba-
con Academy, which are extremely dated, ac-
cording to Conway.

“Technology is an area we are looking to
build a plan to make sure we have the funding
going forward” said Conway. “We have a lot
of technology coming into our middle school;
it would be devastating if we couldn’t keep up
on that technology.”

This helped Conway justify the $25,000 set
aside as “seed money” to continue building
upon.

The budget proposal saw a 1.70 percent in-

crease, or $426,177, to salaries, including add-
ing two new specia educators at the elemen-
tary school. However, other positions saw their
hours reduced, including teachers in health,
speech and language, Spanish and physical
education.

Conway also explained that a full-time oc-
cupational therapist was added to the district —
although that still wouldn’t bring Colchester to
where it needed to be in that department, she
said.

“A good preschool program will keep kids
graduating and ontheright track,” Conway said.
“Also these types of services [added position
of occupational therapist] keep our children
from having problems | ater.”

Overall employee benefits were reduced by
3.99 percent or $266,150 which Conway ex-
plained was the result of moving contracted
employeesfrom aPPO insurance planto ahigh-
deductible plan, as well as excluding the In-
curred But Not Reported (IBNR) incidents in
health insurance.

IBNR exclusion “was a bit of a gamble,”
Conway said. “This would be things that hap-
pened that we haven't gotten the bill for yet or
things that may happen.”

Instructional supplies saw a decrease of
$14.57 percent, or $152,884, in areaslike text-
books, library books and softwarelicensing and
support because of the start of an IT director
who was hired in July 2017.

A decreasein overall tuition by 9.53 percent,
or $264,465, was anumber dependent upon the
students who move in and out, said Conway.

The Board of Education is scheduled to
present afive-year technology plantothe Board
of Finance next Tuesday, April 10, a 7 p.m., at
Bacon Academy.

Colchester Diner ThrivesUnder New Management

By Allison Lazur

After being owned by Jane Bittman for 35
years, Herman's Diner, located at 23 New Lon-
don Road was bought in July 2017 by Jodie
Burstein. The diner has seen generations of
customers and has continued to grow under
Burstein’s new management.

“I'm all about taking it to the next level,”
said Burstein, who has grown the staff from
three to seven since taking ownership. “My
employees always brag about how great it isto
work here and how much fun we have”

With experience supervising 10 Dunkin’
Donuts' franchisesinthe UConn area, Burstein
is more than familiar with how a successful
kitchen operates. She emphasized that because
of her background, building a successful team
was not an issue.

“We work really hard, but we are al laugh-
ing and having areally good time,” she said.

Burstein continued to emphasize how her
staff membersare*the heartbeat of Herman's”

Kathy Rota, who was an employee when
Bittman owned the diner, is who Burstein at-
tributesto her successfrom the very beginning.

“1 remember on the first day [after | bought
the business] | said to Kathy, ‘ Just grab ahold
of me and drag me through whatever | need to
know and | promise each day will get better,”
Burstein said.

It was only after alongtime Dunkin’ Donuts
customer encouraged her to leave her “cushy
corporatejob” —asshereferredto it —and pur-
sue something greater that Burstein inquired
about the purchase of Herman'sDiner. Burstein
lives in Longmeadow, Mass., and makes the
daily commute to Colchester as she continues
to develop her presence in town.

“When | started | sat back for a while be-
cause the customers were really afraid of
change, but | befriended them one at a time,

and about nine months later [after shadowing
Bittman at the diner during that time] bought
the business,” Burstein said.

The diner — with a sguare footage of, as
Burstein put it, “extrasmall” —seats 36 and is
open from 6 am.-3 p.m., seven days a week.
Upon taking ownership, Burstein leveled the
driveway and upgraded some of the equipment,
but emphasized that every aspect loved by the
customersis the same.

“1 used to jokefor thefirst few monthswhen
| started that I’'m not changing athing; not the
sausage, not the home fries— I’ m not even wip-
ing the coffee stain off thewall,” Burstein said.

Burstein boasted about not only having the
best home friesin town, but aso the best sau-
sage, which she said usesaspecial, homemade
blend madejust for the restaurant. This contin-
ues a tradition of sausage importance that
stretches back to the diner’s earliest days.

“Intheold daysHerman [Reffel] would grind
the sausage in the basement of his house,”
Burstein said.

Inaddition toitsmeat and potatoes, Herman's
isalso known for its muffins—so much so that
the diner cals itself the “over-the-top muffin
stop.”

“If you've never had one of Herman’'s muf-
fins, you're really missing out because they're
about the size of asoftball,” said Burstein. “We
make blueberry, cinnamon swirl, cranberry
white chocolate, chocolate chip, cherry choco-
late, apple cinnamon, pumpkin asit’s in sea-
son, bananawalnut, corn —the flavors are end-
less. People come and eat their breakfast at
Herman’sand then |eave with one to four muf-
fins”

While Burstein’s staff is an integral part of
the business, her customers are hugely signifi-
cant.

“The thing that makes Herman's is its cus-

. ]
The staff of Herman’s Diner in Colchester, which underwent a change in

management last summer.

tomers—they embraced us,” said Burstein. “If
acustomer doesn't come in for awhile, we'll
call them to check up and seeiif they need any-
thing. That’sthe hard part about owning asmall
businesslikethis; you get really attached to your
customers.”

Burstein went on to explain that all the wait-
ressesand customersknow each other by name,
aswell aswho their extended familiesare. She
even referenced asituation wherearegular cus-
tomer and atown resident —who had accessto
agenerator — collaborated to get power back to

the diner after a storm.

“Wereally arethe Cheersof Colchester,” she
said.

Burstein said her plansfor thefutureinvolve
moving towards branding and selling her own
mugs and T-shirts, as well as revealing a new,
secret signature sandwich by the start of camp
Season.

“Keeping up with the growth has been my
biggest challenge since taking over Herman's
Diner,” shesaid. “Every monthisanew adven-
ture”



Andover 1sOver Budget in Legal Expenses

by Sloan Brewster

Dueto avariety of reasons—including sexual
harassment allegations against former town
employee Jay Linddy —the town has so far ex-
ceeded the $10,000 budgeted for legal fees by
more than $12,000 in the current fiscal year.

So, last week the Board of Finance agreed to
a$15,000 supplemental appropriation to cover
these expenses, which are projected to be on-
going, board chairman Dan Warren said.

At the same March 28 meeting, the finance
board rejected a proposal for a supplemental
appropriation of $5,000 to cover legal counsel
servicesincurred by the assessor’s officeto deal
with assessment appeals as part of the 2016
revaluation, Warren said in a phone call Mon-
day. The board did not agree to the expense
because the town did not have a contract with
the lawyer before he was paid.

“The town has been cited in audits that we
do not have adequate internal control,” Warren
explained. “ It was uncovered that there was no
contract with this law firm and no budget ap-
propriation and no purchase order and wewere
over budget.”

The attorney isidentified in town records as
Lloyd L. Langhammer of New London.

Thefinance board has established apurchase
policy for servicesand stepsthat should befol-
lowed before checks can be cut, he said.

“The town needs to be doing a better job of
contracting,” Warren said. “1 do alot of work
inmy career for municipalitiesand governments
and | know that we're a small town but there
are essential things”

The second issue the finance board had was
that the Board of Selectmen had not budgeted

enough for the legal fees, Warren said.

“Even though the Board of Selectmen [ig]
aware of these situations, they did not make any
provisionsfor the budget,” he said.

At Wednesday night's Board of Selectmen
meeting, Town Administrator Joseph Higgins
shared a letter he'd received earlier that day
from Langhammer. Six yearsago, thetown had
an agreement to work with the same firm.

“Hewantsthe same agreement with the same
$120 fee for the same services,” Higgins said.

The board also discussed the overexpen-
ditures.

After the 2012 revaluation, there were afew
individual appeals of assessments, but nothing
that ran up so much, First Selectman Robert
Burbank said. This year, there were four ap-
pedls at once — two that have been settled and
two that are going to court.

“We never had a situation come in where
there were four at the sametime,” he said.

The board approved a motion to authorize
Higginsto sign the engagement.

Jeff Maguire, vice first selectman, opposed
the motion — and took issue with the choice of
law firm.

“Thisis not afirm; thisis an individua at-
torney,” hesaid. “I would ask the question, have
you ever met him?’

Burbank said he had not met the attorney,
who specializesinissuesrelated to assessments,
but had seen his credentials and that other mu-
nicipalities worked with him.

* k% %

Selectmen did not specifically discuss any
of the legal matters, but Linddy’s name was
briefly mentioned.

Higgins said he had received a letter from
Linddy requesting hisemployment recordswith
the town from 1972 to 2017.

“This is my second request,” Linddy wrote
in the letter, which Higgins read to the board.

Higgins said he had sent back aletter saying
he would check into the matter, he said.

“[Records] may not go back aslong as‘ 72,
hetold selectmen, explaining that the state only
requires the town to keep records for 10 years.

In October, after a two-month investigation
into sexual harassment complaintsfiledin Au-
gust against Linddy, the Board of Selectmen
unanimously agreed to fire him from histown
jobs. He had been removed from his office in
Town Hall in August but during the investiga-
tion retained his animal control and transfer
station positions.

Linddy also holds seats on the boards of edu-
cation and selectmen, aswell asthe Recreation
Commission. He has not attended meetingsfor
either the Board of Education or the Board of
Selectmen since last summer, but has been a
regular attendee at Recreation Commission
meetings, according to Maguire and school
board chairwoman Shannon Louden.

In a phone call Wednesday, Linddy said he
was planning to retire and would likely resign
from both boards, as well as the commission,
inJuly.

When asked why hewas still attending Rec-
reation Commission meetings but was a no-
show to the boards, he said he had been on the
commission for 30 years and that he feels the
town’s recreation programs are in trouble — as
there are currently not enough programs for

older children and young adults.

“QOur recreation programs have beenintrouble
thelast fiveyears, for many reasons; more people
[have] got to get involved,” he said. “We need
more than ever to come up with programs for
the high school kids and the young adults.”

Linddy said he was not attending Board of
Selectmen meetings because of the ongoing
legal matter. As far as why he continues to be
missing from the Board of Education, he said
hewould go if he were asked but stays away to
prevent a scene.

“1t'd befruitlessfor meto go becauseit would
be a disruption because al the members on
there, | don’t get along with.” Linddy said. “It
doesn’t make the board look good and it’s not
healthy for the town.”

At the end of the meeting Wednesday,
Burbank and selectwoman Julia Haverl said
Linddy had not approached the board about the
possibility of resigning and that they have no
authority to ask for hisresignation.

“Being an el ected office, he hasto makethat
decision,” Burbank said.

Maguire has said he was frustrated about
Linddy’s continued absence — but conceded
“thereisvery little as aboard we can do to ask
him to attend,” he said.

Louden said Linddy’sabsencewas“troubling.”

“It is troubling that Mr. Linddy has not at-
tended aBoard of Education meeting sincelast
June, without having provided any reason or
notice about his prolonged absence, especially
in light of his attendance at meetings of the
Recreation Commission that immediately pre-
ceded Board of Education meetings,” she said.

Pool Named for Accomplished Andover SNlmmer

by Sloan Brewster

Marcella MacDonald, an Andover resident
known for multiple swimsof the English Chan-
nel, isgetting apool named for her in Manches-
ter.

In June, the West Side Pool will becomethe
Marcy MacDonald Pool, Christopher Silver,
director of the department of leisure, family and
recreation in Manchester, said. New signage
and aplacard are currently being made.

MacDonad wasinducted in the Manchester
Hall of Fame for her swimming successes, ac-
cording to her good friend Barbara ‘ Chickey’
Barrera.

MacDonald was born and raised in the town
and moved to Andover in 1995. She has prac-
ticed podiatry in Manchester since 1992.

Silver, who is afew years younger than the
54 year old MacDonald, knew her and her twin
sister Elizabeth Collins growing up.

“I’'ve known Marcy my whole life, we grew
up on the same side of town,” he said.

With no pool at that time on the west side of
town, children from the area would swim at
GlobeHollow SwimmingArea, Silver said. The
West Side Pool, one of thetown’s newest, was
built about 15 years ago.

The idea to name a pool after MacDonald
wasfirst raised by Barrera.

“I’ve known Marcy, oh God, 30 years, 35
years,” Barrerasaid. “ She's an English Chan-
nel swimmer, she'scrossed 15 timesplusshe's
done a double, there and back again.”

When asked why she thought MacDonald
was deserving of the honor, she said she was
kind, had made the community proud through
her accomplishments and was an inspirational
mentor to young men and women to swim and
play safe in the water.

“Because of the type of person that sheis,
she'svery passionate, she'sagreat coach, svim-
ming the channel,” Barrerasaid. “Who elseis
going to swim the channel 15 times?’

MacDonald said she was surprised by the
honor.

“1’m so honored and truly till kind of amazed
that the town is doing this,” she said.

When Barrerafirst mentioned she was | ook-
ing into having a pool named for her a few
months back, she didn’t think anything would

comeof it, MacDonald said. But her friend kept
at it until it happened.

“1 can't believe that (Chickey’s) been doing
thisfor solong,” MacDonald said.

As a kid, Macdonald, who was on the
Manchester Recreation Team, said shedid most
of her training at Globe Hollow but, had there
been a pool on the west side of town, likely
would have gone there.

Still, Globe Hollow, which is a manmade
cement pond, isideal for training.

“It had a shallow areaand a giant raft and a
swimming areawith lanelines,” she said.

Nowadays, MacDonald trains at Mansfield
Community Center and, in warm weather, she
and somefellow swimmers go to Hamnonasset
State Park and brave the ocean waters.

“We actually have alot of peoplefrom Con-
necticut who have swum the channel,”
MacDonald said. “We are a great swimming
state and Manchester is a great swimming
town.”

MacDonald was also the oldest person and
first American to swim Scotland’s Loch Ness,
shesaid. Itisaswim she hasno plansto repli-
cate any time soon, or ever.

“It was amonster to swim, they are monster
swims,” she said.

Loch Ness was 51 degrees when she swam
it. To get herself to the finish, she repeatedly
told herself that it was a one-time deal.

“1 just had to tell myself that | won't go back
thereagain,” shesaid. “| wasso glad that | made
it becauseif | hadn't madeit | would have had
to giveit another try.”

Swimming in cold water is a mental chal-
lenge and requires focus, according to
MacDonald.

“You have to get your body and mind used
to the cold water,” she said.

Thebody startsto break down after six hours
and the mind starts to pipe in and argue.

“It'syour mind that tellsyou, ‘ What are you
doing to me?” she said. “You have to switch
part of your mind off for alittle while”

MacDonald swims almost every day.

“If we have asnowstorm and | just can’t get
to the poal, it's okay,” she said.

MacDonad swims — and always has — as a
personal challenge.

Marcella MacDonald swims the EngllshChanneI a swim she has completed 15

times and which she plansto do again in August.

“I've learned to actualy like it,” she said.
“Yes, | till challenge myself but I’'ve learned
to actually cherish that challenge and make the
most of it.”

She is planning her next Channel swim in
August.

It takes her about 11 and a half hours to get
across and she credits her successto the efforts
of the people who organize Channel swimsand
the pilots that accompany swimmers. They
make it a safe swim.

“It's one of the hardest swims, but it's safe”
shesaid.

MacDonald said she enjoystraining and con-
stantly tricksher mind to get through to theend.

“| take oneswim at atime. | test my body; if
it can get across, it getsacross. If not, it'sokay,
| don't beat myself up anymore,” shesaid. “’ Just
get across, | never haveto do that again, that's
one of thetricks| play.”

One thing she said she was not in favor of
was seeing her sister, a former competitive
swimmer, take the plunge in the Channel.

“We were talking about doing something at
the Channel,” she said. “You know what, | re-
ally don't want her to go through what | go
through. | don’t know if | could watchit. | don’t
want her to go through the pain.”

MacDonald noted that she is coming to the
end of her career and said she hopes to teach
adults to swim when sheretires. She currently
coaches East Hartford youth, something she has
donefor 25 years.

A ceremony to officialy name the Marcy
MacDonad Pool is tentatively scheduled for
June 27 at 5:30 p.m. at the pool in conjunction
with Family Noodle Night, when folks come
to the pool to swim and play with water noodles,
Silver said. Refreshments will be served.



Obituaries

Hebron
Richard Wallace Leach

Richard Wallace
Leach, “Dick,” 71, of |
Hebron, widower of the
|ate Betty Carol (Mont-
gomery) Leach, passed
away Thursday, March
29, after along, coura-
geous battle with pros-
tate cancer. Born June
15, 1946, in Lynn,
Mass., hewasthe son of
thelate Edmond and Iva
(Holbrook) Leach.

Hewasa 1965 gradu-
ate of RHAM High School in Hebron. InAugust
of that year, he enlisted in the Navy, serving
proudly during the Vietnam War and was a life
member of the VFW for his service. During his
enlistment, he and Betty were married in June
1968 and shared 34 yearstogether before she pre-
deceased him Oct. 11, 2002.

Mr. Leach had worked asadraftsman for many
years — early on at Electric Boat and then for
Computer Science Corp. until hisretirement. Dick
was an avid genealogy buff aswell as a collector
of awide variety of items, from coins, stamps
and model planes to name a few. He was aso a
diehard fan of the Boston Red Sox, New England
Patriots and UConn women'’s basketball.

He leaves four children (and their spouses),
Carrie-Ann and Jeffrey Kaylor, Cynthiaand Leon
Moore, James Leach and Liz Deleon and Patric
and Robbie Corbeil; eight grandchildren, Jourdon
Wucik, Andrew and LucasKaylor, Kelsey Weaver,
Landon and Logan Moore, Anthony and Gavin
Leach and Rufio Corbeil; five siblings, Linda
Scavetta, Bill, Steve and Bob Leach and Terry
Scott; and numerous nieces, nephews, extended
family members and friends.

In addition to hiswife and parents, he was pre-
deceased by a sister, Sandy Corey.

Services will be held Saturday, April 7, with
visitation from 9:30-11 a.m. at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd.,
Colchester, before an 11:30 am. graveside ser-
vicewith military honorsat the New Hebron Cem-
etery, Wall Street (Route 316), Hebron.

Inlieu of flowers, donationsin hismemory may
be made to the Relay for Life SECT “Betty
Boopers’ team online at tinyurl.com/y7ns| 5fw.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
John R. Henley

John R. Henley, aresident of Avon, N.C., died
peacefully Tuesday, March 27, after battling a
long-termillness. John wasbornin Boston, Mass.,,
Feb. 15 1965. He was the son of the late Robert
and Joan (Fitzgerald) Henley.

Prior to hismoving to North Carolina John was
a longtime resident of Colchester. John worked
as a systems analyst for various insurance com-
panies in Connecticut for his career. He loved
more his time away from work, especially when
on one of hisboats or enjoying the many dogs he
owned over the years.

John held a passion for the environment, as
evidenced by hisbeing afounding member of the
Colchester Land Trust. He was a so a gifted pho-
tographer. Throughout the years he produced a
collection of photographs that capture the beauty
of the outdoors with images from the woods of
New England, the Cape and the Outer Banks of
North Carolina. An avid storyteller, he was al-
ways in search of an audience and possessed a
lengthy repertoire of corny jokes.

Most of al John loved his children and was so
very proud of each of them. He always looked
forward to time spent with his children and would
plantheir daystogether fishing boating and work-
ing with tools.

John leaves histhree children, Connor, Brenna
and Quintin, al of Colchester. John aso leaves
hisformer wife, Amy, of Colchester; hissiblings,
Karen Lidman of Barrington, R.1., Anne Cain of
Lafayette, Calif., and Joe Henley of Longmeadow,
Mass.

It was John’s wish to not have any service or
memorial, but the family requests you join them
in remembering John in the fondest of ways.

Portland
Wanda M. Newsome
Wanda “lda” M.

(Homiski) Newsome,
89, of Storrs, passed
away peacefully Friday,
March 30. Shewashborn
in Bozrah to the late
Peter and Anna
(Brodjek) Homiski Dec.
14, 1928.

Wandamarried Will- b
iam Newsome May 4, f |
1950 and celebrated 65 : K
yearsof marriage before ll? ‘ I ]
his death in 2015. She )
isalso predeceased by her son, Billy; sister, Stella
and brothers Frank and Alfred.

Wanda is survived by her four daughters and
sons-in-law, Lisa and Jeff Ward, Cindy and Don
Hartley, Nancy Newsome, Shirley and Mike
Surette; seven grandchildren, Kendra, Brittany,
Meghan, Nicholas, Jessica, immy and Michael;
seven great-grandchildren, Charlotte, Julia,
Jennah, Christopher, Brittany, Jack and Allison;
two sisters, Genevieve Hill and TheresaK ane; two
brothers and sisters-in-law, Joe and Helen
Hominski and John and Terri Homiski; many
nieces, nephews and treasured friends.

Wandaenjoyed afull life. She was one of four
daughters to Polish immigrants, a sister to seven
siblings, an aunt, godmother, wife, homemaker,
mother, mother-in-law, “Botchie” Den Mother,
10-pin bowler and friend. Wanda lived her entire
lifein Connecticut, including 47 summers at the
log cabin on Amston Lake and 20 years asasnow-
bird in Fort Pierce, Fla., where she and her hus-
band enjoyed the warm weather, walks on the
beach, arts and crafts, bingo, shuffle board, and
potluck dinners with fellow retirees.

Recently, Wanda celebrated her 89th birthday
with a wonderful gathering of over 40 family
members and friends sharing countless memories
and laughs.

Wanda's family is extremely grateful for the
compassion and quality of care their mother re-
ceived from the EMTs of the Mansfield Fire De-
partment, who were called upon on numerous
occasions. In Wanda's memory, donations may
be made to The Mansfield Fire Fighters Associa-
tion, PO. Box 122, Storrs, CT 06268.

There are no calling hours. A graveside ser-
vice will take place at noon Friday, May 4, at the
St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Windham.

For an online memorial guestbook, visit potter
funeralhome.com

East Hampton
SandraA. Kaosky

Sandra A. Kaosky, 56, of Moodus, formerly
of East Hampton and East Hartford, wife of Rob-
ert Kalosky, passed away Friday, March 23. Born
March 15, 1962, in Hartford, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Peter and Frances (Kryla) Kaluza.

Sandrahad been employed asaclaims special-
ist for Zurich North Americalnsurance Company.
Sandra enjoyed camping, cooking and traveling,
especially to Phoenix, Ariz., to visit their son
Phillip.

Besides her hushand Bob, she is survived by
her loving son, Phillip Kalosky; two sisters, Bar-
bara of East Granby and Janet of Glastonbury;
four nephews; several great-nephews, aunts and
uncles; and her close friends Sue Angelo and
Janine Boisvert.

She was predeceased by her brother, James.

Friendsmay call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, today, April 6, from
9-11 am. A memorial service will follow at 11
am. Buria will be private at the convenience of
the family.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron
Clyde Washburne

Coach Clyde Wash- -
burne, 87, of Hebron,
passed away at his
home, surrounded by his
wifeand children, Mon-
day, April 2. Clyde was
born July 26, 1930, in .
the Bronx, to EdnaMae hh\
Canvin and Arthur
Lewis Washburne.

He s survived by his
loving wife, Cynthia; his three children, Ledlie
Wight Hilary Dorris and Jim Washburne; six
grandchildren, Nicole Michael Jillian Justin Brian
and Sarah; great-grandson, Josiah; and hisbrother,
Bryant. His wife's mother, siblings and numer-
ousniecesand nephewsall feel hisabsenceaswell.

Clyde grew up in Willimantic. At avery early
age his prowess as an athlete emerged. He gradu-
ated from Windham High in 1948, where he
played foothall baseball and basketball and was
class president his senior year. Clyde was known
for his outstanding athletic abilities and his mod-
est character. He served in the Coast Guard until
1954 and returned to his academic studies at the
University of Connecticut, earning a Bachelor of
Science degree in 1957 and a master’s degree in
1964.

Clyde started his coaching career in 1957 at
RHAM High. Ten years later he started his 23-
year head coaching career at Eastern Connecticut
State University that involved three sports.
Washburne touched thelives of hundreds of young
men and women from awide range of socio-eco-
nomic and cultural backgrounds devel oping them
into champions on and off the field.

Clyde was voted Coach of the Year multiple
times at Eastern and was inducted into Eastern’s
Hall of Fame and the Connecticut Scholastic and
Collegiate Softhall Hall of Fame. In 2006, Clyde
was inducted as a pioneer in women's softball
into the National Fastpitch Coaches’ Association
Hall of Fame. In 1972 federal legidlation enacted
Title IX which forbade discrimination on the ba-
sisof sex. Hebecameavery vocal and determined
supporter of equality for women’s athletics. His
persistence over time produced results.

Clydewas aunique individual —gutsy and de-
termined, he was “all in” and strived for the im-
provement of everything for which he had a pas-
sion. He often spoke his thoughts and philoso-
phies about life through in what became known
asClyde-isms. AsClydewould say, “ Don’t thank
me; just passit on.” Whilehewill be missed dearly
by family, friends, colleagues and athletes, he will
awaysbe admired asaman who lived an extraor-
dinary life and thought more about others than
he did himself.

A celebration of alife well-lived will be held
at 1 p.m. Sunday, April 22 (Earth Day), at East-
ern Connecticut State University in the Francis
Geissler Gymnasium.

Inlieu of flowers, make donationsto Covenant
Soup Kitchen, 220 Valley St. in Willimantic, or
the Eastern Connecticut State University Softball
Endowment Fund in his name.

For an online memorial guestbook, visit
potterfuneralhome.com

Portland

AsuntalL. Green

Asunta L. Green, 82, of Portland, wife of the
late Frank Green, died Saturday, March 31, sur-
rounded by her family. Born May 21, 1935, in
Middletown, she wasthe daughter of thelate Guri
and Pasqulina (DeRita) Rossitto.

Asuntahad been aresident of Rocky Hill most
of her life and a member of St. Mary’s Church,
Portland. Asuntaand her husband werethe former
ownersof the Brownstone Restaurant for 15 years.

Sheissurvived by her loving family: two sons,
Frank and daughter-in-law Bernadette Green of
Rocky Hill, Thomas Green and his partner Mark
Drapeau of Bristol; two sisters, Pam Cox of
Oakdale and Mary Esposito of Portland. She is
also survived by a granddaughter, Susan Green,
and honorary grandson, Kyle Drapeau, aswell as
several nieces and nephews.

The funeral was held Wednesday, April 4, at
the Portland Memorial Funeral Home 231 Main
St., Portland, followed by a Mass of Christian
Buria in St. Mary’s Church, Portland. Burial was
in the family plot in St. Mary’s Cemetery Port-
land. Friends called at the funeral home Wednes-
day morning, before the service.

Marlborough
Anna (LaPira) Doner

Anna (LaPira)
Doner, 87, of
Marlborough, passed
away peacefully Friday,
March 30, with her fam-
ily by her side. Anna
was born in Hartford
June 7, 1930, and was
the daughter of the late
Corrado and Pauline
(Scirpo) LaPira.

Annaworked for Dun and Bradstreet, retiring
after 37 years of service. Annaleaves behind her
son, Alfred Doner and his wife Kathy of
Marlborough and her beloved grandchildren
Stacy Ann Tewari and Frank Andrew Doner, as
well as many nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, Anna was prede-
ceased by her brothers, Paul LaPira and Peter
LaPira, and her sisters, Mary Smith and Mildred
Dickey.

The family will receive relatives and friends
today, April 6, from 9:30-11:30 am., followed
by an 11:30 am. memorial serviceat the D’ Esopo
Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly Brook Blvd.,
Wethersfield. Burial will immediately follow in
Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery Bloomfield.

For online expressions of sympathy to thefam-

ily, visit desopo.com

Marlborough

DoloresL. Firmin

Dolores L. Firmin,
82, of Marlborough,
passed away Tuesday,
April 3, at Hartford
Hospital. Born in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii, May
18, 1935, she was the
daughter of the late
James and Alma
(Blatchley) Bradley.

Dolores graduated
from the Robert E.
Fitch High School in
Groton, where she enjoyed being a majorette
for the marching band. She later attended the
New London Business College.

Dolores married her beloved husband War-
ren Aug. 15, 1959. The couple moved to
Marlborough where they made their home and
raised their family. Dolores worked as an Ad-
ministrative Assistant in several capacitiesin-
cluding the Department of Higher Education,
State of Connecticut and the Capital Commu-
nity College. Sheretired in July 1997.

Dolores was very involved in her commu-
nity. While her children wereyoung, she served
with the Marlborough PTA and hel ped with the
local Cub Scouts. She also worked on the Hall
Park Beach Committee, serving as secretary for
atime. Dolores attended the Christ Church in
Middle Haddam, where she served as secre-
tary for them aswell. Shewas passionate about
sewing, quilting and gardening.

Dolores will be remembered by her family
asawoman who never rested from taking care
of anything that needed attending to within her
community, her home, her church, and most
importantly her family.

Shewill be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by her husband, Warren of 59
years; her children and their spouses, Kevinand
hiswife Cindy Firmin of Maryland, Felise and
her husband Greg of Georgia, Sandra and her
husband Edward Godbolt of Connecticut; a
brother, Clarence Bradley; grandchildren,
Michelle Firmin, Tyler and Jordan Peck, Aus-
tin and Marielle Godbolt; and numerous ex-
tended family and friends.

Calling hours will be held Sunday, April 8,
from3-5p.m., at theAurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A
memoria service will be held Monday, April
9, beginning at 10 am., at the funeral home
with a memorial service at 10:30 am. Burial
will follow in the Marlboro Cemetery.

Donations in her memory may be made to
the Richmond Memorial Library, 15 School Dr.,
Marlborough CT 06447.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.




