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A Dwarf Shirazz Japanese M aple planted in 2012 by Mar Iborough resident Paul
Cullen at the gravesite of his wife Michelle was hues of red as of May last year.
However, last month thetreewas*“ severely pruned,” in the wor ds of one member of
the Marlborough Cemetery Committee, to promote growth. Thisaction — of which
Cullen was not notified ahead of time — sparked outrage from Cullen and his son.

A Tree Pruned
In Marlborough

by Allison Lazur

Marlborough resident Paul Cullen is de-
manding the town remedy what he believesto
have been a mistake in partially cutting down
the tree that he planted on hiswife's grave six
years ago.

He is requesting an apology from cemetery
committee chairman Kristine Hudock and a
replacement tree from the town.

The reason why the tree was cut remains
unclear.

Hudock told the Rivereast in an email Tues-
day “I pruned the planting to meet the height
of the [head]stone” to adhere to the rules and
regulations of the cemetery.

However, earlier on Tuesday, Marlborough
Cemetery Committee member Joan Christmas
said the tree was dead and was pruned “to pro-
mote growth.” She further added that Cullen
would not have received notice of this—as per
the cemetery rules and regulations — because
he was not in violation of the rules.

First Selectwoman Amy Traversaechoed this
sentiment Tuesday and said Hudock told her
directly that the tree was pruned because it was
dead.

Hudock declined to elaborate on the discrep-
anciesin why the tree was cut.

Hudock, Traversaand Christmasall disclosed
that they were present at the May 5 cemetery
cleanup when the tree was cut.

However, Cullen said he and his son both
visited the gravesite two weeks after the cleanup
and the tree was “definitely not dead” and
“looked fine” at that time.

According to current cemetery rules and
regul ations—which were adopted in April 2017
—“no trees or shrubs are to be planted by any
individual.” However, therulesclarify that “ ex-
isting trees and shrubs may remain, if current
owners maintain them. Trees and shrubs must
be kept trimmed to not exceed the height of the
monument nor encroach on adjoining plots.
Ownersnot complying will benotified and their
tree/shrubs will be removed.”

Cullen told the Rivereast last week he regu-
larly maintained the treeto stay within the cem-
etery guidelinesand visited the gravesite every
couple of weeks.

“If they had given us notice | would've re-
moved the tree to a planting pot at home,”
Cullen said, adding “It was an absolutely gor-
geous tree — it reminded me of my wife.”

Cullen's wife Michelle, who died from ter-
minal cancer in 2012, had a final wish; she

SeeA Tree Pruned page 2

Documents Allege Pattern of Lewd Behavior

by Sloan Brewster

[WARNING: This story contains language
that may be offensive to some readers.]

Documents obtained this week by the
Rivereast allege a pattern of inappropriate be-
havior at Andover Town Hall by Selectman Jay
Linddy.

Linddy, the documents — which were origi-
nally submitted to Town Adminstrator Joseph
Higgins — allege, used rude gestures and ob-
scenitiesin his Town Hall workplace for years
—with“thefinal straw” being when heworean
explicitly-adorned apron at the building last
July.

According to a stack of records containing
information on alleged sexual harassment com-
plaints against Linddy, a now-former town
employee but still-current member of thetown’s
Board of Education, Board of Selectmen and
Recreation Commission, last July he brought
theembellished apron to hisofficein Town Hall
and showed it to his coworkers. It was not the
first time heengagedin lewd behavior, the docu-
ments allege — though nothing was as graphic
as the apron which, when worn, depicted are-
alistic-looking penis.

On Wednesday — based on a May 23 deci-
sion by the Freedom of Information Commis-
sion [FOIC] infavor of the Rivereast —thetown
rel eased records stemming from anincident last
summer inwhich Linddy was accused of sexual
harassment.

In October, after a two-month investigation
into sexual harassment complaints filed last
August, the Board of Selectmen unanimously

voted to fire Linddy from his jobs as animal
control officer and transfer station attendant.
Linddy had been removed from his office in
Town Hall inAugust, but retained hispositions
during theinvestigation.

Following his termination, the Rivereast re-
quested copies of records containing informa-
tion regarding the complaints against Linddy,
which the town declined to provide. The paper
subsequently filed acomplaint with the FOIC.

In May, the commi ssion determined thetown
must release the records, which it deemed to
be public, but instructed the town to redact the
complainants’ names and certain wording.

In the folder of papers, town hall employees
describefrequently hearing Linddy usevulgari-
tieswhile at work, often under his breath, give
obscene gestures and engage in behaviors that
made them uncomfortable.

One of the complainants, whose name was
redacted, pleaded with Higgins for help, the
documents allege.

In her statement, the employee, who said she
had worked with Linddy for three and a half
years, said when she mentioned the incident
involving the apron to Higgins, the town ad-
ministrator said he would talk to Linddy. She
also relayed to him Linddy “daily makesinap-
propriate comments to people.”

Higgins, the complainant wrote, “then told
meif it makes me uncomfortable when he does
this, to tell him. | told him | had been uncom-
fortable for three and a half years. He said that
there was not much he could do about it. He

suggested moving him out of hisoffice, but that
he didn’t want to go there.”

However, Higgins, when asked Wednesday
about the complaint, denied giving the impli-
cation he couldn’t do much about it and said he
told the complainant to come to him if there
were any moreincidents.

“Please bring it to my attention right away,”
he recalled advising her.

‘HostileWork Environment’

The documents obtained by the Rivereast
also allege a host of other inappropriate com-
ments and actions from Linddy, ranging from
giving members of the public the middlefinger
to mocking the religion of a coworker.

“We areworking on aclass action complaint
to be filed with the labor board for a hostile
work environment, bullying in the workplace
and sexual harassment,” Assessor John
Chaponis wrote in an email to Town Attorney
Dennis O’ Brien, which was included in the
packet.

The situation came to a head when Linddy
brought in the apron which, according to one
of the complainants, he donned in the work-
place.

The complainant, a town employee whose
name was redacted, said they shared an office
with Linddy for morethan threeyears, and that
during that time Linddy would say or do mul-
tiple“vulgar and inappropriate things.”

In oneincident, the complainant said Linddy
allegedly repeated, several times, avulgar ver-
sion of the child’'s nursery rhyme “Hickory

dickory dock...” inwhich therest of the phrase
was replaced with an obscenity-laced rhyming
verse.

The complainant went on to list other inci-
dents, including calling women “f—king
whores’ under his breath when they left the
office and relaying astory about thetime when
he asked an 85-year-old woman, in front of a
dining roomfull of people, “whenthelast time
she got laid was”

But the “final straw,” the complainant said,
came last July.

“Hewasalready intheoffice, when | arrived
one morning, wearing an apron from Mexico,”
the complainant wrote. “He proceeded to lift
the apron and expose avery large skin-colored
stuffed cloth penis.”

The complainant went on to say they initially
mistook the stuffed embellishment for the real
thing —and that they “gaged (sic) with shock.”

In documents, other employees describe the
same scenario asthe complainant, and they say
Linddy left the apron out in the open on the
microwave for aweek.

In awritten statement, Higgins said that af-
ter theitem wasremoved, he spokewith Linddy.

“1 told him that this was unacceptable and
that | have zero tolerance for this type of be-
havior going forward,” Higginswrote. “Hewas
apol ogetic and remorseful.”

While Linddy did not return a call for com-
ment for this story, he, in a six-page statement
included among the documents provided to the

See Linddy page 2
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A Tree Pruned cont. from Front Page
wanted the Dwarf Shirazz Japanese Maple she
had fallen in love with — four months prior to
her death — to be planted at her gravesite.

“We were looking for a tree to put into a
planter and she fell in love with this little
Charlie Brown tree that was in the back of
Jessica’'s Garden Shop — located in
Marlborough — because it had been destroyed
by the winter,” Cullen said.

Cullen explained that at the time he and
Michelle left without purchasing the tree be-
cause the price was a bit high. However, after
the tree remained on his wife's mind through-
out theweekend, Cullen decided to surprise her
with it for Mother's Day.

After Michelle's passing that September,
Cullen received approval to fulfill Michelle's
wish of planting thetreeat her gravesite by sex-
ton Violet Schwarzman — as there was no cem-
etery committee at the time. A cemetery com-
mittee was not established until 2014, accord-
ing to committee meeting records.

Once a cemetery committee was formed,
Schwarzman'srolewith the cemetery changed.

Up until the time of the committee’'s forma-
tion, Schwarzman would addressissuesoneon
one as they were brought to her attention, she
said. She also noted that she took the time to
speak to familiesindividually about issuesthat
existed on each gravesite.

Schwarzman’s role was eventually changed
to an advisor to the cemetery committee, ac-
cording to July 16, 2015 meeting minutes.

Cullen told the Rivereast that, in addition to
receiving the green light to plant the tree in
2012, he & so proceeded to purchase two addi-
tional plots so thetree—which was not expected
to grow more than 4 or 5 feet — would have
plenty of room.

However this past May, when the tree was
chopped approximately 2 feet from its base,
Cullen and his son Nick were outraged.

“Thisisarandom act of vandalism,” Cullen
said. “[The treg] survived hurricanes, the tor-
nado that came through town. It survived all
thesewinter storms, it survived the caterpillars
and survived multiple other cleanups, but it
didn’t survive [this committee]

Schwarzman backed Cullen’sanger and told
the Rivereast thisweek that “the cemetery com-
mittee came along and destroyed that tree,”

adding, “I think the town owes him a tree and
an apology. He'sregularly [at the gravesite] and
he takes care of that tree,” she said.

Schwarzman also explained that —in her ex-
perience — during cleanups like the one that
occurred May 5, the cemetery committee was
to pick up things like glass and cans, but there
was hot supposed to be any trimming.

“Clean up does not mean take down,” she
said.

Schwarzman, who has been the town sexton
for over 20 years, disclosed that in the past she
had depended on the Public Works Department
to take care of the things that needed profes-
sional attention — like the trimming of trees.

During the May cleanup, the cemetery com-
mittee trimmed the trees themselves.

Christmas told the Rivereast she thinks the
tree was trimmed then, as “it would not have
been cut at any other time.”

However, Cullen stood by the statement that
the tree was till standing and healthy after the
May 5 cleanup.

Cullen also wantsto know what happened to
the wind chimes that were hanging in the tree
which he gave Michelle for what would have
been her 50th birthday.

But Christmas said she does not remember
ever seeing wind chimesand if they werethere,
they would have been moved to a lower por-
tion of the tree that was not pruned.

While several questions surrounding thetree
remain, Hudock said in her email Tuesday that
“It was not my intent to cause harm to any indi-
vidual”

Hudock also stated she was never contacted
by Cullen and that she invites him to express
his concerns to the committee.

Traversadefended Hudock’s actions.

“It was done by avolunteer; it was beyond a
severe pruning,” said Traversa. “[Hudock] is
trying to do the best job she can and the act was
not intentional ”

Christmasdid reach out Wednesday night and
offer her apologies and said that she would
“look into areplacement tree,” Cullen said.

However, as of press time Thursday morn-
ing, Cullen had not received an apology from
Hudock, nor told the whereabouts of the miss-
ing windchimes.
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Linddy cont. from Front Page

Rivereast, denied ever showing the allegedly
offensive piece of clothing to anyone but one
coworker.

“1 didn’t show it to anyone else,” he said. “I
put the apron on my desk.”

According to Linddy’s statement, and those
of several people whose recollectionswerein-
cluded in the documents, the apron was given
to him by aresident who came to the transfer
station.

“1 looked at the apron and put it in my truck,”
Linddy wrote.

According to Linddy’s statement, the resi-
dent said Linddy should show it to one of the
complainants, whose namewas redacted. When
the resident came into Town Hall a few days
later, he asked the complainant if Linddy had
shown it to her.

“She said ‘What apron?” Linddy wrote.
“And he said, ‘You didn’t show her? | said |
didn’t bring it in because | felt uncomfortable
showing it. For the next two days [she] asked
meto bringitin...”

Linddy stated that when he did bring the
apronin, the coworker did not express offense
at it. He went on to write that he left the alleg-
edly offending item on his desk and added, “|
didn’t show it to anybody else.”

Linddy described afriendly relationship with
one of the complainants whom he accuses of
giving him “R-rated birthday cards’ and other
items.

“‘| left you some special things on your front
seat,”” Linddy claimed she once told him. “I
discovered the ‘special things were a box of

X-rated bookswith avideoanda2' 7" by 2’ 1"
hand-painted nude man in agold frame.”

Linddy also wrote that when he is made
aware he is causing offense or hurting
someone’s feelings, he stops the behavior in
question.

“Sotosumthisup,” Linddy wrote, the com-
plainant “never made it known to me or any-
oneéelseat the Town Officethat our mutual jok-
ing was unwelcome or upsetting to her [and]
most times shewould start thejoking. She never
said anything or did she appear she was un-
comfortable or upset, she always madeit seem
like we were good friends.”

Linddy insisted that the complaint was made
in retaliation of recommendations he made as
a member of a Board of Selectmen subcom-
mittee to reduce some employee hours.

However, Michael Rose, an attorney who
conducted theinvestigation into the complaints,
didn’'t seemto buy it.

Rose concluded that Linddy’s conduct was
“serious enough to warrant the most severeem-
ployment action.”

Hewent onto state that the town should take
additional action.

“However, substantiated reports of other
misbehavior (such as referring to female po-
litical adversaries as[expletives])... and other
comments (such as mocking the religion of a
coworker) al require substantial remediation
or action by the employer to fully comply with
TitleVII, the CFEPA, and arguably other civil
rights statutes,” Rose concluded.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

A few months ago, you may recall — or
not; | won't takeit personaly if you all don’'t
commit each of my columns to memory — |
wrote about a highly enjoyable obituary 1'd
recently come across about a man named
Terry Wayne Ward, of Indiana. Ward, by all
accounts, was abeloved, fun-loving guy, and
his family wanted to celebrate his good na-
turewith alighthearted obit that they felt he'd
have very much enjoyed.

With lines such as “Terry graduated from
Thornridge High School in South Holland,
I11., where only three of histeacherstook an
early retirement after having had him asastu-
dent” and “he had zero working knowledge
of the Kardashians,” the obituary was a de-
light to read.

Less delightful was an obituary that went
viral on Monday. Asit spread acrossthe coun-
try —and, really, the world —many seemed to
have a good laugh at it. However, after my
initial shock, | was struck with a feeling of
sadness more than anything else — sadness
that afamily had been shattered thisway, and
that ill feelings had quite clearly never been
resolved before it was too late.

The obit in question was for a Kathleen
Dehmlow, and ran in the Redwood Falls Ga-
zette in Minnesota. It began innocently
enough: “Kathleen Dehmlow (Schunk) was
born on March 19, 1938 to Joseph and
Gertrude Schunk of Wabasso. She married
Dennis Dehmlow at St. Anne’s in Wabasso
in 1957 and had two children Ginaand Jay.”

But then it took aturn.

“In 1962 she became pregnant by her
husband’ sbrother Lyle Dehmlow and moved
to California.

She abandoned her children, Ginaand Jay
who were then raised by her parents in
Clements, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schunk. She
passed away on May 31, 2018 in Springfield
and will now facejudgement. Shewill not be
missed by Ginaand Jay, and they understand
that thisworld is a better place without her.”

That's pretty...... brutal. And like | said,
rather sad. Maybe Kathleen deserved it; |
don’t know. But it’svery unfortunate the fam-
ily quite clearly couldn’t settle their differ-
ences.

The newspaper received some harsh criti-
cism for running the obit — indeed, on Tues-
day it was del eted from the paper’ swebsite—
and one of Kathleen’srelatives, aman named
Dwight (who would not specify how he was
related to Kathleen), talked to the Minneapo-
lis Sar-Tribune about it, and told the paper
that while the facts are true, “thereisalot of
stuff that is missing.”

“The sad thing about thisisthereisno re-
buttal,” Dwight told the paper. “ Thereismore
to it than this. It's not simple.”

Dwight told the newspaper Kathleen—who
apparently had been living in anursing home
for the past year, and her sisters were present
when she died — “made a mistake 60 years
ago, but who hasn't? Has sheregretted it over
theyears?Yes”

Dwight said that whoever wrote the obit
“decided to go out with hate,” and added,
“Thisisgoing to hurt alot of people”

According to the Star-Tribune, the obitu-
ary called such astir that the people who run
L egacy.com, thewebsite that publishes obitu-
aries supplied by its various member news-
papers, said that, in the future, the company
would “review and re-eval uate” its procedures
when it comes to publishing obits.

Again, I’'m sure there’s more to the
Kathleen Dehmlow story than I’ll ever know

— perhaps more than anyone beyond her chil-

dren Ginaand Jay will ever know —and maybe

she deserved everything she got in that brief

obit. But it just seems sad to me an obviously

painful, splintered relationship couldn’'t be

resolved before Kathleen'slifecameto an end.
* % %

Whilethat obituary is pretty harsh, it's not
the most brutal I’ve seen. Indeed, it's tough
to top the 2013 obituary that ran in the Reno
Gazette-Journal, of a woman named
Marianne Johnson-Reddick. Right from the
start, the obituary paints a horrible picture:

“Marianne Theresa Johnson-Reddick [was]
born Jan 4, 1935 and died aone on [Aug.]
30, 2013. Sheis survived by her 6 of 8 chil-
dren whom she spent her lifetimetorturingin
every way possible. While she neglected and
abused her small children, she refused to al-
low anyone else to care or show compassion
towards them. When they became adults she
stalked and tortured anyonethey daredtolove.
Everyone shemet, adult or child wastortured
by her cruelty and exposureto violence, crimi-
nal activity, vulgarity, and hatred of the gentle
or kind human spirit.”

The obituary adds: “On behalf of her chil-
dren whom she so abrasively exposed to her
evil and violent life, we celebrate her passing
from this earth and hope she lives in the
after-life reliving each gesture of violence,
cruelty, and shame that she delivered on her
children. Her surviving children will now live
therest of their lives with the peace of know-
ing their nightmare finally has some form of
closure”

Ouch. What Kathleen Dehmlow got is
nothing compared to this. And to be honest,
it soundslike Marianne deserved all of that —
and more. Her daughter Katherine, who co-
wrote the obituary with her brother Patrick,
later expanded on it in an essay for the site
xoJane.com, and described an absolutely
awful childhood in which her mother would
routinely beat Katherine and her siblings at
the slightest provocation, drug the younger
children to keep them quiet while she had cli-
ents over (Marianne was an escort, by the
way), and scream at them, “I hate you un-
grateful sons of bitches and despise the day
you were born.”

How torturous was her childhood?
Katherine wrote that Marianne would even
demand “sibling-to-sibling abuse for her en-
tertainment and pleasure.”

“Those who instilled the greatest amount
of abuse upon the other received her greatest
praise,” Katherine wrote. “Those who didn’t
comply with sufficient brutality became the
next target.”

Like his sister, Patrick Reddick was quite
happy to see his mother pass away. “Every-
thing in [the obituary] was completely true,”
he told the Associated Press, adding that his
mother was a “wicked, wicked witch.”

You need alicense to drive a car or to get
married, you need a credit check to rent an
apartment, you need a background check to
land ajob — but you don’t need any of those
thingsto do the most important thing: become
aparent. Thereare zero prerequisitesfor hav-
ing a child. As a result, sometimes you get
people as parents who have absolutely no
business calling themselves“ mom™ or “dad.”
Marianne Johnson-Reddick seemslike one of
those people — and my heart goes out to her
tortured children.

* * %

See you next week.



New Principal for Hebron Elementary

by Sloan Brewster

Therewill beanew head of Hebron Elemen-
tary roaming the hallswhen school startsinthe
fall.

The Board of Education has appointed
Michael Larkin asprincipal of theschool. He' ll
begin July 1, taking over for Eric Brody, who
isleaving Hebron Public Schools.

Larkin was one of a number of applicants
and was chosen after alengthy interview pro-
cess, school ssuperintendent Timothy Van Tasel
said in aphone call Tuesday.

“Mr. Larkin emerged as our top candidate,”
he said. “We're excited about the ideas and vi-
sion he will bring to Hebron.”

The board appointed Larkin as the principal
at a special meeting on May 22.

Larkin, who has 20 years of experience as
an elementary educator, currently works at
Crystal Lake Elementary School in Ellington,
where he hasbeen for 10 years, Van Tasel said.
Hisfocusison curriculum and social emotional

learning, which are key focuses in Hebron el-
ementary schools.

According to a press release, for the past
sevenyears, Larkin hasledin Responsive Class-
room, a schoolwide approach to Social Emo-
tional Learning that empowers educatorsto cre-
ate engaging learning communities where stu-
dents have a sense of belonging and feel sig-
nificant.

Also according to the press release, Larkin
has a depth of knowledge in elementary cur-
riculum and programming.

Larkin has a Bachelor of Artsdegreein En-
glish from the University of Connecticut and a
Master of Science degreein elementary educa-
tion from Central Connecticut State University.
He also possesses a Certificate of Advanced
Studies in Educational Administration from
Sacred Heart University and recently completed
the University of Connecticut Executive Lead-
ership program.

According to the press release, Larkin was
one of 65 applicants seeking to fill the princi-
pal vacancy. That pool was skimmed down to
11 by a search committee consisting of Board
of Education members, parents, administrators,
teachers, and non-certified staff.

The 11 were interviewed and Larkin came
out on top.

Brody did not return multiple callsfor com-
ment. Van Tasel said the principal’sdecisionto
leave the school wasa*“ personal choice.” Brody
was principal at Gilead Hill School for five
yearsbeforetransferring to Hebron Elementary
for the current school year. Van Tasel said Brody
made a positive impact on students and staff at
both schoals.

“Eric has been here six years, he has made
many contributions to the school district and
we're very proud of his efforts to the school
district,” Van Tasel said. “ For the past six years,

$55.37M Budget Sent to Referendum in

by Allison Lazur

After several delays throughout the budget
season, residents at a town meeting Tuesday
voted unanimously to send the 2018-19 pro-
posed $55.37 million budget to referendum.

The town decided to postpone sending the
budget to referendum after Governor Daniel P,
Malloy released revenue numbersin February
that would have resulted in a 3 percent tax in-
crease for residents. However, the newly-
agreed-upon state budget restored education
funding and municipal aid to severa towns,
including Col chester.

The new revenue figures — released last
month —revealed the town would be receiving
an additional $1.33 million than what was pro-
jected by Malloy.

Anything that is coming in as revenue, in-
cluding the state aid, is used to reduce the tax
burden, Board of Finnce Chairman Bob Tarlov
said.

The proposed $55.37 million budget — com-

posed of both the town and school budgets —
reflects a slight increase of $26,166 over cur-
rent year spending and will result in a minor
tax decrease of .25 percent for residents.

The proposed budget is one First Selectman
Art Shilosky said heis satisfied with.

“1’m 100 percent confident that the budget
will passwith one exception —that voters need
to come out and pass it,” Shilosky said in a
phone call this week.

Thetown budget —totaling $14.82 million —
saw a $113,227 increase over current year
spending.

Items such as general government contrib-
uted $3.65 million — a $72,223 increase over
the current year. The proposed budget also in-
cludes $3.55 million for public works, a
$29,571 increase, and $2.93 million for public
safety, a $66,344 increase.

“Fromwhat I’ m hearing around town people
are satisfied with the budget,” Shilosky said.
“All I’'m asking the tax payers do is come out

and vote”

The revenues also saw a proposed increase.

Theoverall grand listincrease of $15.03 mil-
lion, or 1.2 percent, equates to an additional
$486,582 in tax dollars when based upon the
current year's mill rate of 32.37 mills.

Thegrand list representsthe net value of as-
sessed real estate, personal property and motor
vehiclesin town.

Interest on delinquent taxes also helped in-
crease the town’s revenue by an additional
$50,000.

The proposed school board budget of $40.55
million saw a slight decrease of $87,061.

Salaries occupied $25.50 million of thetotal
school budget, a $426,177 increase, while the
$6.41 million in benefits saw a $266,150 de-
crease over current year spending. Transporta-
tion was another big-ticket item in the budget,
reaching $2.40 million, a$17,549 decrease.

If the proposed budget passes at the referen-
dum, the mill rate would see adecrease of 0.09

Mr. Brody had been a constant in the district
that has seen alot of transition.”

The board accepted Brody’s resignation at
itsApril 12 meeting — and school board mem-
bers thanked him for his service.

“1 think that you have seen alot —I think that
you have seen growth in this district,” board
chairwoman Erica Bromley said.

Van Tasel added that in the three years he
has been superintendent, Brody has shown him
“tremendous support.”

“1 greatly appreciate what Eric has done for
thedistrict,” Van Tasel said in the phone call.

Brody said at theApril meeting it wasabitter-
sweet decision but that it was time to move on.

“It's been an amazing journey,” he said.
“Hebronwill alwayshave aspecia placein my
heart and | will always take this community,
the parents and the staff and, especially the stu-
dents, with me”

Colchester

mills, producing a 32.28 mill rate.

Onemill isequivalent to $1 in tax per $1,000
of assessed property, meaning a32.28 mill rate
would resultin aresident paying $8,070 intaxes
on ahome assessed at $250,000.

Shilosky was not theonly individual who was
content with the proposed budget.

Tarlov told the Rivereast this week that he
was " confident” with the budget, but added “you
really don’'t know how informed the voter is”

Tarlov said hisonly concerns were that resi-
dents would not show up to vote on a budget
that reflects“no tax increase,” aswell as possi-
bly being unaware that “there’s no fat in the
budget.”

“This is about as good as it gets when it
comes to maintaining services and still seeing
asmall mill rate decrease,” Tarlov said.

The budget referendum will be held Tues-
day, June 19, at town hall, from 6 am. -8 p.m.

“We' ve done our part,” Shilosky said. “Now
it's up to the taxpayersto do their part.”

Trees Repurposed in Marlborough
for Mystic’s Mayflower |1 Restoration

by Allison Lazur

White oak trees on two town propertieswill
be chopped down next week and repurposed in
acolossal and historic way.

Thetown—whichiscurrently inthe process
of harvesting timber from both the business
parks site and transfer station —will be able to
repurpose a portion of those trees.

At Tuesday’s Board of Selectmen meeting,
Town Planner Peter Hughes revealed the fif-
teen white oak trees|ocated on thetransfer sta-
tion property will be chopped down and uti-
lized in the Mayflower Il restoration project,
currently underway at Mystic Seaport.

Selectman Dick Sheajoked “Will we get to
gofor asal?’

First Selectman Amy Traversa was also ex-
cited for the use of the town’strees.

“1 love that [the trees] are being used for
something of such a high purpose instead of
for something like firewood.”

Hughes explained the town put the timber

harvest sale out to bid this spring. The highest
bidder was Northeast Land Clearing, who will
pay the town $29,100 for the wood.

“Thetimber harvester, instead of selling the
wood to amill, isselling it to Mystic Seaport,”
Hughes said, adding that Mystic Seaport
reaches out to severa timber harvesters |ook-
ing for these desired white oak trees.

The Mayflower |1 —modeled after the origi-
nal Mayflower — is currently being restored
through a partnership between Plimoth Planta-
tion and the Henry B. DuPont Preservation
Shipyard at Mystic Seaport, according to the
seaport’s website.

The website explains that the restoration of
the nearly 60-year-old wooden vessel is pro-
jected to be complete in 2019 with the goal of
preparing the ship for the 400th anniversary in
2020 of the Pilgrims’ arrival in 1620.

According to Plimoth Plantation’s May-

flower 11 Blog, The Mayflower Il will returnto
Plymouth Harbor in Massachusetts in 2019,
after its 30-month restoration at Mystic Sea-
port is complete.

The blog furthers that the Mayflower 1| was
built from 1955 to 1957 in the town of Brixham,
located in Devon, England, by shipbuilders at
the Upham Shipyard.

The sailing vessel is about 25 feet wide and
106 feet long, complete with four masts. Since
2000, the Mayflower |1 has sailed to Providence,
R.l., Boston and Provincetown, Mass., as well
as Cape Cod Bay in 2007 to celebrate the ships
50" anniversary.

The town'’s trees needed for the restoration
arewanted inforty foot sectionswith the crowns
of the trees still whole for the project, Hughes
said.

“They use the bigger limbs for the ribs [of
the boat].”

Hughes said the white oaks are 36 inches to
54 inches in diameter and “probably 25 to 50
yearsold or more.”

Shipyard Director Quentin Snediker spoke
withthe Rivereast thisweek and said the project
is about halfway complete.

“White oak is what we predominately use
for framing and underwater planking,” he said.

Snediker said trees are sourced from “wher-
ever they are big enough” including placesin
Connecticut like Mystic. He also explained that
certain varieties of trees like longleaf oak and
douglas fir are procured from Florida, Geor-
gia, Louisiana and the Carolinas.

“Most people don't, but we actually like the
curved treesfor the shape of the ship,” he said.

Interested residents can follow the progress
of the Mayflower Il restoration at https://
WWW.mysti rt.org/category/mayflower-ii-
restoration/



East Hampton Budget Sent to Referendum — SansVote

by Elizabeth Regan

The purpose of Monday evening’stown bud-
get meeting was to set atime and date for the
2018-19 general government budget referen-
dum.

But this time around, despite a long tradi-
tion of direct rule built into the budget plan-
ning process, citizens and taxpayersdid not get
the opportunity to vote. That's because an email
from town attorney Richard D. Carella, sent to
Town Manager Michael Maniscalco roughly
two-and-a-half hours before the start of the
meeting, said the town charter doesn’t require
avote to send the budget to the polls.

And the only vote that was taken — a failed
motion to adjourn—wasignored by town meet-
ing moderator Steven Greco.

M eeting minutes show Greco adjourned the
meeting three minutes after it started despite
thefact that 10 out of 18 citizensand taxpayers
in attendance had voted not to close the meet-
ing.

Some residents who attended said the pro-
cess was fast and confusing.

It wasthefirst town budget meeting resident
Cheryl Cwiertniewicz has attended.

“1 was shocked,” she told the Rivereast
Wednesday. “How could it be over if we voted
‘no’?’

She said she attended the meeting because
she was dissatisfied with the proposed budget.
She hoped that voting not to send it to referen-
dum would compel officialsto reconsider how
to allocate an unexpected influx of funding from
the state that was announced with the passage
of the state budget last month.

“| share that opinion with others, and others
who wanted to vote no attended [the town meet-
ing],” shesaid.

The education advocates were stunned when
there was no opportunity to vote on whether or
not to send the proposed budget to referendum,
according to Cwiertniewicz.

Kyle Dostaler, chairman of the Chatham
Party, was also flabbergasted. Dostaler said
Wednesday he's been a regular voter at town
meetings over his 20 yearsin town, and “I’ve
never, ever seen anything like this.”

Dostaler said Carella sopinion, which states
that the town budget meeting “shall” adjourn

to referendum “without avote,” doesn’t recog-
nize the town meeting’s vaunted placein local
and New England tradition.

“It'seroding our voters' rights,” Dostaler said.
“1’ve been to dozens of town meetings and no
attorney has said, and the town has never taken
aposition, to say your vote doesn’t count.”

According to a copy of Carella’'s emailed
opinion, provided by Maniscalco, “thereis no
vote necessary to adjourn the meeting to aref-
erendum because the moderator is required to
adjourn the meeting per town charter.”

Carellaargued that since the budget must go
to referendum, there’s no need for avote on it.

Carellasaid state statute requiring citiesand
towns to conduct meetings and hold votes ac-
cording to parliamentary procedure does not
apply to East Hampton.

Parliamentary procedure is defined by the
National Association of Parliamentarians as
“the rules of democracy.”

Thereason it doesn’'t apply hereisthat East
Hampton’stown charter dictates how the town
conducts its town budget meeting, according
to Carella.

Statelaw recognizesthat charter trumps stat-
ute when it comes to town meetings.

The meeting was conducted according to
Carella’'s analysis despite a contradictory ex-
planation in the information packet handed out
to voters. The document, which is typically
handed out at town budget meetings, stated a
vote would be taken to accept the agenda and,
if passed, would befollowed by avote on each
agenda item. It also said that if the agendais
not accepted, the meeting cannot proceed.

Cwiertniewicz said it was evident many
people at the meeting were confused about what
was happening.

“Clearly there was some sort of political as-
pect,” shesaid, adding that the moderator should
have done more to explain what was going on
once he saw many people were confused.

Greco on Wednesday cited “Robert’s Rules
of Order,” the definitive text on parliamentary
procedure, as the justification for adjourning
without a motion.

Robert’s Rules dictates a moderator can ad-
journwithout amotionif the end of the agenda

Back to the Pollsin East Hampton

by Elizabeth Regan

The $15.17 million general government
budget is going back to voters Tuesday after
failing at the first referendum last month.

Pollswill be open at East Hampton Middle
School from 6 am. to 8 p.m.

General Government Proposed Budget:
$15,168,208, a $955,460 (6.72 percent) in-
crease over the current budget.

Thespendingplan includes: $111,570in
salary increases negotiated with town em-
ployee unions; $10,000 increase for road
maintenance; $11,324 in police department
software maintenance; $7,500 to replace old
computers in various departments; and
$14,279 in rising €lectricity costs.

Decreasesin thespending plan: Over the
course of the budget planning process, offi-
ciascut several areas of the budget proposal.
Cutsinclude $10,000 from the public library
budget; $5,000 from the Middle Haddam L.i-
brary; $40,000 in capital spending on side-
walk replacement; and $25,000 in funding
for the Air Line Trail (with the town provid-
ing in-kind services instead of cash to fulfill
the local match requirement that came with
agrant from the state to connect the rail trail
to Portland).

Changes since the failed referendum:

Officials on the Finance Board and Town
Council endorsed a plan to use $716,415 in
unexpected state funding that came through
with the passage of the state budget last
month to pay outright for $117,000 in costs
for teacher laptops and student mini-laptops
instead of leasing and to use the rest of the
state funding to drive down the mill rate.
Officials also decided to buy a public works
department plow truck and paver with cash
instead of leasing them. The $347,000 price
tag would be paid for in this fiscal year us-
ing part of the budget surplus, which Finance
Director Jeff Jylkka said is expected to be a
little over $460,000 by July 1. The remain-
der of the surpluswill go into thetown’sfund
balance.

Total impact: Combined with the already
approved $30.50 million education budget,
taxpayers are looking at amill rate of 32.41
based on the new general government bud-
get proposal. That'san increase of 1.09 mills,
or 3.48 percent, over the current mill rate.
Property taxes for someone with a home as-
sessed at $250,000 would go up $272 in the
upcoming budget year if the general govern-
ment budget passes.

has been reached and, upon asking if there is
any additional business, he doesn't get a re-
sponse from the assembly.

Greco said he did not ask if there was any
additional business.

“1 announced there is no more business to
come before this town meeting, so this meet-
ing isnow adjourned,” he explained.

Greco did not know what Robert’s Ruleshas
to say when a motion to adjourn is made but
fails.

A review of the Rules by the Rivereast
showed voters may decline to adjourn “in or-
der to hear one speech or take one vote” and
may vote again to adjourn “when there has been
any progress in business or debate.” The text
cautions that a moderator must be careful the
privilegeis not abused.

Maniscal co on Wednesday acknowledged it
was not necessary to make amotion to adjourn
based on the legal opinion.

Greco “shouldn’t have asked for amotion to
adjourn the meeting, but he did. He'sthe mod-
erator,” Maniscalco said. “ That motion failed
and then he adjourned the meeting.”

WhoseVoteislt, Anyway?

Maniscal co said he asked for an opinion from
Carellaafter hereceived twoto threecallsfrom
residents asking what would happen if they
voted not to send the proposed budget to refer-
endum.

He said he and Finance Director Jeff Jylkka
discussed the calls and decided they should
consult Carella

Jylkka on Wednesday said officials were
aware of the education advocates’ plan because
of posts on social media.

“We knew this was going to be an issue,’
Jylkka said.

Maniscalco, Jylkka and Greco al said they
thought it was unfair that asmall group of vot-
ersat town meeting would try to take away the
entire town’s right to vote at referendum.

Town Council Chairwoman Melissa Engel
shared the same viewpoint with the Rivereast
on Wednesday. She said it's what she told a
group of education advocates on the stairs of
the town hall following the town meeting.

“l said, ‘you're better served getting your
peopleout to vote Tuesday. There' syour vote,”
she recounted. “This [vote at town meeting]
would not have stopped this budget nor should
it ever be allowed to.”

Engel, who served as chairwoman of the
2016 charter revision commission, said she
wished she had thought to include getting rid
of thetown budget meetinginthelist of changes
submitted to voters that year.

“Thiswas one of those stupid things nobody
has ever been able to explain: That we have to
go to town meeting to go to referendum,” she
said. “Wedid alot of little housekeeping things
[during the charter revision process] and that
one escaped everyone's thought process. My
lament isthat we didn’t eliminate it two years
ago, because it really doesn't serve a purpose,
per the interpretation of our attorney.”

Councilman James* Pete” Brown agreed the
town meeting, based on the attorney’ s opinion,
is“unnecessary.”

He said historically poor attendance at town
meetings makes the day-long referendum the
practical choice becauseit bringsin more vot-
ers.

“Themoreyou have, the better it reflectsthe
wishes of the town,” he said.

Dostaler disagreed with the officials' senti-
ment that voting against sending the proposed
budget to referendum was disenfranchising the
rest of the votersin town.

“There’'snoway that I’mtrying to stop aref-
erendum from happening. It’'sgoing to happen.
People are going to have the ability to vote on
it,” he said.

His objection is that the town meeting vote
was ignored, he emphasi zed.

“Government has rules and a process, and
when they go about changing those rules and
process because they don't like the outcome,
that erodespublictrust,” Dostaler said. “ That's
an issue with transparency and it’s not right.
It'sjust not right.”

* k %

Thereferendum will be held Tuesday from 6
am. to 8 p.m. at the East Hampton Middle
School.

by Elizabeth Regan

Superintendent of Schools Philip O’ Reilly
on Tuesday gave the Board of Education one
year’s notice of hisimpending retirement.

Board of Education Chairman MaryAnn
Roderead fellow school board membersalet-
ter from O’ Reilly at their regular meeting.

“After nearly four decades as a public
school educator, | am writing to inform you
of my intent to retire from my position as su-
perintendent of schools in Portland on June
30, 2019,” he wrote.

O'Reilly came to Portland four years ago
toreplace Sally Doyen. He brought nineyears
of experience as the superintendent of New
Hartford Public Schools.

In hisretirement | etter, he described histime
in Portland as the capstone of his career.

“ThePortland Public Schoolsisfilled with
caring and talented people, who work tire-
lessly on behalf of the children (and families),
and who are quite successful with so many
endeavors,” hewrote.

He could not be reached for comment by
presstime.

Rode said Wednesday that the school board
isvery sad to lose O’ Reilly, whom she cred-
ited with accomplishing “ amazing things” for
the district.

“With very lean budgets, he's managed to
continueto movethedistrict forward on both
educational initiatives and the physical needs
of our buildings,” shesaid. “I think he’sbeen
aunifying force for the district.”

The school board will begin to discussplans
for the search process at its next meeting on
June 19, Rode said.

She said it’'s too soon to say exactly what

Portland Schools Superintendent
to Retirein 2019

they’ll belooking for in anew superintendent.

“Once the board decides how they want to
handle starting the search, and even when to
start the search, they’ Il talk about some of the
thingsthey’ll be looking for,” she said.

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield said
thisweek she'sgrateful for one moreyear with
O'Reilly at the helm of the school district.

“1 very much appreciatethetransitiontime,”
she said. “It alows the Board of Education
the opportunity to carefully select hissucces-
sor.”

O'Reilly came into Bransfield's office to
give her the news the same day he submitted
his retirement letter to the school board.

“I'mnot goingto say I'mgoingtomisshim,
because he's till going to be here for ayear,”
shesaid. “But I’mvery sorry to hear he'sleav-
ing”

Bransfield credited O’ Reilly with an exem-
plary commitment to staff, students and the
wider community.

She said he has been akey member of This
is Us Portland, a group of local leaders, so-
cial service providers and members of the
faith-based community dedicated to promot-
ing discussions about important i ssuesfacing
the community. Topics discussed so far in-
clude the opioid crisis and growing up in the
digital age.

“Philip is dedicated not just to education,
but to the whole growth of this community,”
shesaid.

Rode, like Bransfield, appreciated the fact
that O’ Reilly won't beleaving until next June.

“We feel it's been a good four years,” she
said. “But we have one more.”




$11.18 Million Budget Ready for
Round Two at Andover Polls

by Sloan Brewster

An $11.18 million 2018-19 budget request
is headed to referendum.

This — the second referendum in the budget
season —will take place June 12 from 6 am. to
8 p.m. in the community room in Town Hall.
The first referendum, which took place Tues-
day, May 22, failed.

The proposed budget was forwarded to ref-
erendum at atown meeting last week.

So far this year, there has been a string of
budget proposals, three annual town meetings
and one referendum.

After the proposed budget was nixed by vot-
ers, the Board of Finance tweaked the numbers
yet again, bringing the total proposal to
$558,129, or 9.75 percent, below the current
year'sbudget.

Thefinance board cut $40,000 from the edu-
cation board’s budget, ameasure that was done
in consultation with Superintendent of Schools
Sally Doyen, who informed the finance board
that two fulltime staff members had retired and
the plan is to fill the spaces with part-timers,
Board of Finance Chairman Dan Warren said.

The education board’s $4.19 million initial
budget proposal reflected an $80,000, or 1.89
percent, reduction from the current budget.

The board also decided to fund $20,000 in
track improvementsat Long Hill Ball Field out
of the non-recurring capital improvement ac-
count, areservefund, rather than through taxa-
tion, Warren said.

The latest numbers represent a tax increase
of 4.5 percent, bringing the mill rate to 33.95,
or 1.45 mills, above the current year.

When asked why the mill rate would go up

by 4.5 percent while expenditures are proposed
to go down by 9.75 percent, Warren explained
the proposed budget does not include expendi-
tures and corresponding revenues from grant
and special revenue funds, whereas the current
year's budget does. Had the same accounting
been done in the current year’s budget, spend-
ing would have been $11.12 million, which is
$617,800 less than the $11.74 million shown
in the actual budget.

In addition, in the current year, more was
taken from fund reservesto offset tax increases
then in the proposed budget, Warren said.

“We do not have the same situation thisyear
because the state budget wasin such flux when
we were estimating [this year's] revenues last
year,” he said.

The final factor Warren cited is the result of
an accounting change. He said the estimated
mill rate value was cal cul ated to reflect athree-
year running average of tax collection, which
reduced the value of one mill from the current
year to next year.

“All of these factors result in the estimated
increase in taxation,” he said.

The accounting change was made at the rec-
ommendation of the town’s auditor, Warren
said. The auditor advised the town not to mix
grant and specia revenue funds with the gen-
era fund budget.

“People should understand that thiswas done
in order to increase transparency and show
people how much money the town is actually
spending, not just from taxation,” hesaid. "We
areworking with the auditor to present thisin-
formation in a different format in upcoming

Police News

5/15: Brandon Gartner, 21, of 90 Summer
St., was charged with second-degree failure to
appear, Portland Police said. Also, on 5/16,
Gartner was charged with operating under sus-
pension, police said.

5/26: Monica Brockett, 40, of 74 Bradley
Ave,, East Haven, was charged with speeding
and improper use of marker plate/registration,
police said.

5/30: DebraFerrara, 65, of 4 Farrell Rd., was
charged with DUI and failureto drivein proper
lane, police said.

6/1: Richard Valillo, 32, of 311 Main St.,
was charged with misuse of plates, insufficient
insurance, operating amotor vehicle under sus-
pension and making an improper turn, police
said.

Two days later, on 6/3, Valillo, who now
livesat 161 Colchester Ave., East Hampton, was
charged with possession of drug parapherna-
lia, possession of greater than four ounces of
marijuana, operating adrug factory and narcot-
ics not kept in an original container.

Sticker Shock in Andover

by Sloan Brewster

A motion to nix new transfer station sticker
fees was itself nixed by the Board of Select-
men.

At its meeting Wednesday, the board —in a
three to one vote — denied a motion to cancel
the fees. In March, the board voted to incur a
fee of $40 annually for the first two cars per
household and $20 for every additional car.

InMay, First Selectman Robert Burbank sug-
gested reducing the fees but a maotion to do so
was knocked down by the rest of the board.

At the beginning of Wednesday’s mesting,
resident Debbie Scanlon presented the board
with a petition to reconsider the fees and re-
quested that the subject be added to the agenda.

“We oppose the fee that is for the sticker,”
shesaid. “There'salot of emotion to this”

Scanlon reminded the board of the outcry that
took place when the Board of Finance proposed
cutting funding for the resident state trooper.
Residents also signed a petition to remedy that
situation and attended town meetings implor-
ing the finance board to restore the funding.

Initialy, the finance board refused to suc-
cumb to the pleas and voted down a motion to
add $200,000 to the budget for the trooper.

“Our Board of Finance had an arrogance
about them and they did not listen to the voices
of thetown,” Scanlon said. “ They kind of ignored
[the peopl€], there was an arrogance to that.”

When residents voted down the proposed
budget, the finance board restored funding for
the trooper position.

“Please eliminate that sticker feg,” Scanlon
beseeched. “No one has purchased a sticker to
this point.”

Town Administrator Joseph Higgins later
confirmed no stickers have beenissued, saying
that while the stickers had been ordered, they
have not yet been received. Someresidentshave
comein looking to purchase stickers, he said.

Selectman Cathleen Dersosiers asked what
folks were saying about the fee.

A few people had similar complaints to
Scanlon’s, Higgins said.

Scanlon suggested offsetting the loss from
thefees by using the $50,000 in the contingency
budget line.

Selectman Jeff Maguire said the contingency
fund should be saved for things such as repair-
ing town bridges. First Selectman Robert
Burbank was the only one on the board to vote
in favor of eliminating the fees.

“1 think it'skind of animpositionto chargea
feefor peoplewho don’t get any other services
in town,” he said. “I don't think it's an equal
feesoI’mfor endingit.”

He spoke of residentson afixed incomewith
no children in the school system.

budgets.”

Items that have been hot issues during the
budget season include aproposal by thefinance
board to cut funding for the resident state
trooper. In responseto public outcry about |os-
ing thetrooper, the board put $187,000 in fund-
ing back into the budget to cover the position.

A plan to spend $100,000 for concession and
bathroom improvementsat Long Hill was nixed
by voters at the May 17 town meeting. That
decision hasled to another controversy.

DuringtheMay 17 meeting, which took place
in the Andover Elementary School cafeteria,
some parentswere down the hall in the gymna-
sium at atalent show. Moderator Wally Barton
said they had asked to be informed when the
budget came to a vote and he said he would
send atext.

Barton did not inform the absent parents of
the vote to remove the $100,000.

Since then, Board of Finance member Jef-
frey Murray has claimed those parents were
denied their charter given eligibility to vote and
asked Town Administrator Joseph Higgins to
have the town attorney look into the matter.

Higgins forwarded the request to Town At-
torney Dennis O’'Brien, who responded in a
letter dated May 21 —one day beforethefailed
referendum.

According to O'Brien, Murray may have
some grounds.

“Asatown officia | am very much concerned
by Mr. Murray’s claims, especially that he was
not allowed to check in at the cafeteria,”
O'Brien wrote, referring to requests by some
residents to check in before the meeting and

then attend the tal ent show before returning for
the vote.

Theattorney wasless convinced by Murray’s
assertion that theregistrar violated theresidents’
rights by not sending someone to the talent
show to inform them a vote was taking place.

Nothing in the laws requires them to do so,
O'Brien wrote in the letter. He added, though,
that rights may have been violated, as a prom-
ise was made to inform the parents.

“Theright to voteis preciousand hasitsroots
in the First Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States,” he wrote.

If hewere ajudge, he said, he “might bein-
clined to enjoin the referendum scheduled to-
morrow as it is inextricably intertwined per
Charter section 8308 with the May 10 mest-
ing.”

In a phone call Monday, Town Administra-
tor Joe Higgins said the letter was irrelevant.

“At this point now anyways, it's kind of un-
important because [the budget] failed at refer-
endum,” he said.

In addition, an advisory question on the ref-
erendum ballot asking if voters supported
$100,000 for theimprovements solicited avast
majority of no votes.

While it may be a moot point now, Higgins
said the town could set up some protections
from similar situations taking place in the fu-
ture.

“At this point, I mean, maybe, some mea-
sures[could be put] in placefor if thereis con-
flicting meetings that there's proper notifica-
tion,” he said.

East Hampton Police News

5/23: Coty Nichols, 29, of 674 Deep River
Rd., was issued a summons for criminal mis-
chief and disorderly conduct, East Hampton
Police said.

5/24: Reid Keener, 26, of West Road,
Marlborough, was arrested and charged with
sixth-degree larceny (shoplifting) and interfer-
ing/resisting police, police said.

5/28: Anthony Lapenta, 41, of 197 E. Rob-
insAve., Newington, was arrested and charged

with DUI, disorderly conduct and second-de-
gree harassment, police said.

5/29: Anthony Fasciani, 24, of 18 EIm Rd.,
Cromwell, wasissued asummonsfor disorderly
conduct and third-degree criminal mischief,
police said.

From May 21-27, officers responded to 22
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and
16 alarms, and made 24 traffic stops.

Cars, Home Reported

State Police said a home was burglarized
and severa carsin the areawere suspected to
have been rifled through on May 28.

According to police, between midnight and
5 am., aresidence on Gilead Lane was en-
tered without force while the home was oc-
cupied. A purse containing a cell phone, car
keys, credit cards, other personal items and
$300 was taken, police said.

Additionally, the homeowners' vehiclesap-

Burglarized in Andover

peared to have been gone through, but noth-
ing was reported stolen.

Police said during the on-scene investiga-
tion it was determined that other vehiclesin
the area were al so gone through.

Thisincident is currently under investiga-
tion and anyone with information is asked to
contact Trooper Avery 608 at 860-465-5400
ext.4003.

State Police said atwo-vehicle crash Mon-
day |eft onewith suspected injuries, and autil-
ity pole damaged.

According to police, Matthew D. Kazierad,
30, of 17 Crescent Circle, Westfield, Mass.,
was traveling south in a rental Honda Civic
on Route 85 when a Dodge Caravan, driven
by Shawn Bennett, 53, of 121 Hansen Rd.,
Norwich, hesitated when turning out of apri-

Car Crash on Route 85 in Colchester

vate driveway.

Asaresult, the Honda Civic collided with
the Dodge Caravan and theninto autility pole.

Kazierad was transported to Marlborough
Clinic by Colchester Fire for possible inju-
ries, police said.

Eversource also arrived at the scene to
evaluate the damageto the utility pole, which
wasreported as snapped, according to police.

Pair of Car Break-ins
in Colchester

Colchester Police said apair of car break-
inslast Saturday resulted in two stolen purses.

Accordingto police, thetwo carswere bro-
ken into at approximately 4 p.m. at the rec-
reation complex on Old Hebron Road.

Police said both vehicles had the passen-
ger side, front window smashed and purses
within the vehicle were stolen.

This incident is still under investigation
and anyonewith information isasked to con-
tact the Colchester Palice.

Andover Police News
5/29: State Police said Timothy Whitehead,
28, of 8 Kingsley Dr., Apt. D-1, was arrested
and charged with violating arestraining order.

Hebron Police News

5/31: State Police said Diane P. Campbell,
54, of 215 Burnt Hill Rd., was arrested and
charged with first-degree failure to appear.




Obituaries

Portland
Dean Bordonaro

Dean Bordonaro, 50,
of Lake Road, Portland,
passed away unexpect-
edly on Memoria Day
weekend. He is the son
of Lorraine (Chandler)
Perrotti, his late father
Anthony Bordonaro and
his stepfather Michael
Perrotti.

Dean is survived by
his brother, Michael =
Bordonaro and hiswife |
Nancy; asister, Loretta L i i 0
Faraci and her husband Richard; niecesand neph-
ews, Jennifer Chabot and her husband Brandon,
Michael and Taylor Bordonaro, Anthony and
Nicholas Faraci; also, great nephew and niece
Cameron Oliver and Caysen Jones,; hisaunt, Eliza-
beth Bordonaro and uncle, Ronald Chandler. He
also leaves behind his lifelong love, Rebecca
Bordonaro.

He was predeceased by his grandparents Sam
and BellaBordonaro and Frank and Helen Chan-
dler, and his uncles Thomas and Daniel
Bordonaro.

At the age of 18, Dean began his lifelong ca-
reer as a mason. He was the owner and operator
of Portland Masonry, LLC. His masonry is a
masterful work of art and his legacy will live on
in the beautiful brick and stone work he created.

Dean’s greatest pleasures were fishing, skiing,
snowboarding, snowmobiling, softball dirt bike-
riding and hanging out with hismany friends. Dean
loved animals, saving three stray cats and his dog
Copper, that all became his four-legged family.
Dean’'sfavoritefour-legged friend was hisfirst dog
Bailey, who was often at Dean’s side cruising in
histruck or job sites. Dean will beforever remem-
bered by his contagious smile, silly jokes, huge
heart, kindness and outgoing personality, which
arejust afew of hisendearing qualities.

A memorial Masswas held Tuesday, June5, in
St. Mary Church, Portland. Burial will bein the
family plot in St. Mary Cemetery, Portland.
Friends called at the Portland Memorial Funeral
Home, 231 Main St., Portland, on Monday
evening, June 4.

Marlborough

Richard N. Tousignant
Richard N. Tousig- pm
nant, 79, of Marlbor-
ough, peacefully passed
away surrounded by his
children Sunday, June
3, at the Marlborough
Health and Rehabilite-
tion Center in Marlbor-
ough. He was born in
Woonsocket, R.I., May
11, 1939, the son of the
late Cecile Lavalle
Tousignant and Noe
Tousignant, and had re-
sided in Marlborough
for the past 50 years.

Asayoung man, Richard enjoyed tripsto Block
Island, although his favorite trip was to beautiful
Colorado with his family. Richard served as a
proud member of the Marine Corps for severd
years. Following his time in the Marines, Rich-
ard was a master gunsmith and a chief law en-
forcement armorer who worked for Colt Manu-
facturing Co. in Hartford for over 30 years.

Richard was a gun enthusiast who thoroughly
enjoyed target shooting, hunting, and the work
that he did at Colt. Additionally, Richard enjoyed
photography, fishing, and horseback riding; his
horse was named Mr. Blue. He was an avid out-
doorsman, amember of the Glastonbury Fish and
Game Club, and avolunteer for the Marlborough
Fire Department.

Heissurvived by his daughter and son-in-law,
Michele and Joseph Grasso of Colchester; hisson,
Johnny Tousignant of Wethersfield; hisgrandchil-
dren, Carys, Camryn, Cateand Ava; hissister and
brother-in-law, Suzanne and Alfred Piche of
Florida and his brother and sister-in-law Gerald
and Bonnie Tousignant of Florida. In addition to
family, Richard leaves many great friends and
neighbors who brought much joy and laughter to
hislife, as hedid to theirs.

He was predeceased by his older brother
Donald Tousignant.

The family wishes to thank all of the staff and
especially onespecial caretaker at the Marlborough
Health and Rehabilitation Center, Marcia, who
cared for our dad with comfort, compassion, and
friendship during histime in rehab and hospice.

Family has decided to respect Richard’swishes
to hold a private family Mass.

In lieu of flowers, please share a memory or
photos of Richard at spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton

Barton W. Blau

Barton W. Blau, 70,
of East Hampton, for-
merly of Portland, died
unexpectedly Wednes-
day morning, June 6, in
the Marlborough Emer- ¥
gency Department of

=
Middlesex Hospital. " j‘ |
Born Dec. 2, 1947, in |
h 7

New Haven, he was the g T
son of the late William . F
and Beverly (House) - |
Blau.

Bart grew up in Port- © :
land and moved to the lake in East Hampton in
the 1950"swith his parents and siblings. Bart was
a graduate of Seton Hall University and was the
owner of several businesses over the years. He
was the past president of the East Hampton Ro-
tary, and a Past member of the East Hampton
Town Council.

Bart was bigger than life, even as a toddler:
with an adorable head of curls, big brown eyes
that didn’t missatrick and agregarious personal -
ity. He would walk away from his parents and
start up conversations with strangers. In grade
school, he was hyperactive and industrious and
drove the teachers crazy as he took control of the
classroom with hiswit, or walked around selling
pencilsto his classmates (as he later bragged was
his FIRST business).

Bart never met a person he didn’t or couldn’t
like, and spent hislifewith the giving heart, laugh-
ter and determination of that little boy; he would
give you the shirt off his back and hislast dollar.
He was afree spirit who flew through the sky on
hishang glider, and sailed on the lake at 50 miles
an hour intheice boat. Hislatest joy wasthe sail-
boat he recently restored to once again race on
thelake, teach othersto sail, and share hislove of
the beautiful lake he grew up on.

He believed the most important thing in life
was time, and he gave his freely. He once re-
marked that you could get through anything so
long asyou had $20, aroll of duct tape, and your
wits.

Heissurvived by hiswifeMaria(Martins) Blau
of East Hampton; son, Eric Blau and hiswife Julia
of New York; daughter, Britany Blau and her part-
ner Brandon Luenaof Higganum; two stepdaugh-
ters, Camila Tougas and husband Jeremy of
Manchester, Caroline Laurindo and wife Carmen
of West Hartford; sister, Sherry Wintory and hus-
band Michael of Arizona; four grandchildren,
Grayson, Gwendolyn, Caio and Benjamin.

Hewas predeceased by abrother, William Blau.

Friendsmay call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, today, June 8. Burial
will be private.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made to the East Hampton Food Bank, 22 East
High St., East Hampton, CT 06424.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer-
funeralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
Denise Ledoux Shields

Denise Ledoux -
Shields of East Hamp-
ton, born Feb. 18, 1956,
in Middletown, to Rita
(Belva) Ledoux and the
late Richard Ledoux,
passed away Tuesday,
May 29. She was a jet
engine mechanic at Pratt
& Whitney.

Deniseissurvived by
her daughter, Stacie
Ristau, her husband
Arisand their two chil-
dren Lilaand June; her daughter, Shayna Shields;
brother, Robert Ledoux; nieces, Sarah D’ Arcy
(Haight), Megan Daley (Haight); and nephew,
Roy (CJ) Haight; former husband, Kevin Shields;
loving in-laws; and a host of longtime friends.

Denise was a kid at heart and loved to have a
good time.

Donations can be madein Denise’'snameto Cure
PSP (psp.org) and The Association for Frontotem-
poral Degeneration (theaftd.org).

Friends and family can pay their respects at
her celebration of life service Saturday, June 16,
from 1-5 p.m., at Moodus Sportsmen’s Club, 299
East Haddam-Colchester Tpke., Moodus, CT
064609.

Colchester
Adeline E. Pasternak

Adeline E. (Patter-
son) Pasternak, 91, of
Colchester, widow of
the late William D.
Pasternak, died peace-
fully at The Hearth in
Glastonbury. Born
Aug. 7, 1926, in
Manchester, she was
the daughter of the late
Rudolph and Adeline
(Frazier) Patterson.

Adeline proudly
served in the U.S. Na-
val Nursing Corps, graduating in 1947 with her
nursing degree. She worked as an RN in many
different facilities until her retirement. Adeline
was a member of the East Hampton Congrega-
tional Church and was active in the East Hamp-
ton Senior Center for many years. Adeline en-
joyed spending time with family and friends es-
pecialy visiting those in nursing homes or the
ill. She also enjoyed baking her famous apple pies
and baked beans.

Sheis survived by her son, William Pasternak
Jr. and hiswife MaryJane of Colchester and Ari-
zonga; her daughter LindaPasternak of Colchester;
her granddaughter, Julie Goodale, and her hus-
band Arthur of Marlborough; and her two great-
granddaughters, Hannah and Rachel.

She was predeceased by her sister Lois Gre-
gory.

A funeral service was held Thursday, June 7,
in the Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East
Hampton, with the Rev. Thomas Kennedy offici-
ating. Burial followed in Westchester Cemetery.
Friends called Thursday before the service.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the East Hampton Congregational
Church, PO. Box 237, East Hampton, CT 06424.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer-
funeralhomeinc.com.

Portland

Homer Bond Ambler

Homer Bond Ambler,
90, of Wilmington, Vt.,
passed away peacefully
Tuesday, May 29, sur-
rounded by his family.
Born in Bristol on Oct.
12, 1927, hewasthe son
of the late Homer and
Lillian (Ashley) Ambler.

Heissurvived by his
devoted wife of 68
years, Barbara (Reiman)
Ambler, and their five
children: Carol Sara-
ceno and husband Mario, Robert and wife
Barbara, Thomas, Roger and hiswife Karen, and
Michael. He leaves 12 loving grandchildren, as
well as 11 great-grandchildren.

After growing up in Portland, he enlisted in
the U.S. Army, where he served as staff sergeant
in the Occupational Forcesin Japan after WWII.
Upon returning home, he was hired by Cromwell
Motors. Soon after he met the love of his life,
Barbara, and they settled in Cromwell, where
Homer continued his life of service. He volun-
teered for the Cromwell Fire Department for 35
years, holding the positions of Assistant Chief,
aswell asfire marshal. He also served in a vari-
ety of youth organizations, including 4-H,Y MCA
Indian Guides and Cromwell Sea Scouts.

Whileraising hisfamily, Homer held avariety
of jobs, including maintenance supervisor at both
Cromwell Hillsand Queens Conval escent Home.
In 1976, Homer and Barbara opened Ambler's
Bakery and Deli in Cromwell. Despite his busy
work schedule, Homer always made time for the
annual cross-country family camping excursions.

In 1986, he completed the construction of his
retirement home. He and Barbara moved to
Wilmington Vermont, where they would spend
the next 32 years building countless lifelong
memories for his extended family and friends.
Affectionately known asThe Mayor of Boyd Hill
Road, Homer could always be found helping his
neighbors, endlessly giving his time and talents.
While in Vermont, he and Barbara owned and
operated a horse-boarding facility, which forged
the beginning of lifelong friendships of Belved-
ere Farm. Hecould easily befound riding histrac-
tor, cooking a family meal, or planning one of
his famous parties.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 1 p.m.
Saturday, June 9, at the Coles Road Fire Depart-
ment in Cromwell. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to the Cromwell Fire Department,
PO. Box 269, Cromwell, CT 06416.

Thanks to the Middlesex Hospice for the ex-
traordinary care.

Marlborough
Emanuel Joseph Parade

Emanuel Joseph Parade passed away Wednes-
day, May 30, at the age of 89, at Marlborough
Health and Rehabilitation Center in Marlborough.
He was born in Hartford to Samuel and Rae Pa-
rade and attended the University of Connecticut,
where he graduated with a degree in accounting.

In 1953, he married Sybil Lippman and soon
after was drafted into the United States Army
where he served in the 101st Airborne Division
at Fort Campbell, Ky. During his Army service,
their daughter Jeryl was born. After serving for
two years, Manny returned to Connecticut and
went to work for Acme Auto Supply until 1969.
He then opened up his own business, Manny’s
Auto Supply in Wethersfield, where he worked
until his retirement in 1999.

People who worked for him said he was the
best boss they ever had. He was kind, gentle, and
honest to afault and had astellar reputation. There
are many stories about his generosity, his cour-
age, and hishumility. Hewasan avid Celticsbas-
ketball fan and heloved to dine out. In retirement
in Hallandale Beach, Floridahe becamethe presi-
dent of his condo association.

After 49 years of marriage, Sybil passed awvay
in 2002. Later he enjoyed a long, pleasant rela-
tionship with his friend Phyllis

Manny leavesason, Steven Paradeand hiswife
Cindy, and adaughter Jeryl. Heleaves six grand-
children: Stephanie (Jeffrey), Danielle (Nave),
Melissa, Corin (David), Rebecca (Sam) and
Samuel. He had five great-grandchildren:
Bri’Nayshia, Benjamin, Davion, Leia, and
Greyson. Hissister Bernice Pattison predeceased
him. He was close with her children Stuart and
Jeffrey.

A graveside service took place Friday, June 1,
at Hartford Mutual Society, 80 Wolcott Rd., East
Granby. Thefamily sat at Steve and Cindy’shome
in Hebron on Saturday evening, June 2.

The family thanks Masonicare Partners Home
Health & Hospice.

In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of
Emanuel Joseph Parade may be made at
give.connecticutchildrens.org/tribute for cancer
and blood disorders.

Arrangements are entrusted to Weinstein Mor-
tuary, Hartford. For further information, direc-
tions, or to sign the guestbook for Emanuel, visit
online at weinsteinmortuary.com/funerals.cfm.

Portland

Lorene Mifflin

Lorene (Wilkerson) Mifflin, 71, of Portland,
wife of thelate Charles L ee Mifflin, passed awvay
Thursday, May 31, at Middlesex Hospital. Born
in Harriman, Ten., she was the daughter of the
late Wayne Johnson and Mary (Gallaher)
Wilkerson.

Lorene lived in Portland since 1966 and was
employed at Standard Knapp, W. A. Parsons and
Lee Manufacturing. Shewasan avid Red Sox fan
and enjoyed gardening, fishing and camping.
Most of al, Loreneloved spending timewith her
family.

Lorene is survived by her son, Charles L.
Mifflin Jr. of Portland; her daughter, Anquinette
Hoggard and her husband Nicholas of
Middletown; a brother, Charles E. Wilkerson,
William and his wife Jackie Johnson of Tennes-
see, Vincent, Albert and Arvin Johnson, al of
Tennessee; two sisters, Debra and her husband,
Larry Wells of Tennessee, MillasWitt of Tennes-
see; one sister-in-law, Teresa Wilkerson of Ten-
nessee; four grandchildren, Elijah Williams,
Shameca Williams, Sean Mifflin and his wife,
Rebecca and Leah Mifflin; four great-grandchil-
dren, Isabella Mifflin, Ronin Hamblin, Thomas
RiveraJr. and Alyssa Rivera; and ahost of nieces
and nephews.

She was predeceased by her stepfather, J.B.
Wilkerson; her stepmother, Carrie K. Johnson;
and three brothers and three sisters.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, June
6, at the Doolittle Funeral Home, 14 Old Church
St., Middletown, with the Rev. Y vonne Gallaher
officiating. Burial followed in the State Veterans
Cemetery. Family and friends called Wednesday
morning before the service.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Lorene’s
memory may be made to Middlesex Hospital
Cancer Center, 540 Saybrook Rd., Suite 280,
Middletown, CT 06457.

To share memories or send condolencesto the
family, visit doolittlefuneral service.com.




Obituaries continued

Colchester

William Loughery

William Loughery, 61, of Colchester, passed
away Sunday, May 27. He was born on March
30, 1957, in New Britain, to the late Francis and
Elizabeth (Sullivan) Loughery.

William graduated from Bentley College in
1979 with a B.S. degree in accounting and was
knownfor selling cornat “Bear's’ vegetable stand
in Colchester for over 25 years.

Bill was an avid sports fan, always bragging
about his beloved Dallas Cowboys. He loved to
play football, starting with midget football, mov-
ing on to the Bentley University Falcons NCAA
Division Il and finally many years of flag foot-
ball in the New Britain League.

William is survived his brother, James and his
wife Pamela Loughery; his brother, Mark
Loughery; a nephew, James Loughery Jr.; and
nieces, Gina Loughery and Kimberly Loughery.

A memorial servicewas held Tuesday, June, 5,
at Luddy & Peterson’s Funeral Home, 205 South
Main St., New Britain.

In lieu of flowers, make donation to American
KidneyFund.org.

To share memories or to express condolences
online, visit luddyandpetersonfh.com.

East Hampton
Leo Marquis

LeoMarquis, 81, for- pmm
merly of 125 E. High
St., East Hampton, who
resided in Moro Planta-
tion, Maine, passed
away peacefully after
battling cancer. He
passed at Houlton Re-
gional Hospital, Houl- |
ton, Maine, Friday,
April 13.

He was beloved son
of Ruby Marquis and
Leo Marquis of East
Hampton, for 76 years.
He leaves one sister, Sharlene Marquis Gagnon
of Maine, and many nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by brothers Cedric Mar-
quis and Steven Marquis.

Heworked at the KUHN Center for the Handi-
capped for 35 years and never missed a day. He
was loved by many in and around East Hampton
and Maine. God Bless!

Donations can be sent to Sharlene Gagnon,
1556 Aroostook Scenic Hwy., Moro Plantation,
ME 04780, in memory of him.

Portland
William J. Maher Jr.

William “Billy” J. Maher Jr. went to the top of
the mountain Saturday, April 28, in Harrisonburg,
Va., after a brief illness. Billy was born in Port-
land Dec. 11, 1944, to William and Estelle
(Guzewicz) Maher.

Following his graduation from Portland High
School, he began working at Continental Can/
Smurf Stone Container, where heretired 43 years
later. In his younger years, Billy was the drum-
mer for alocal band, played various sports and
enjoyed hisinvolvement with the St. Francis Club.
Most of all he enjoyed spending timewith family
and friends. He alwayslooked forward to histrips
to Maineto visit his daughter and her family and
to get hisfill of homemade dessertsthat hewould
describe as tasting like a mouse's ear. Although
he lived in the south, he remained an avid New
England sportsfan and enjoyed having hisweekly
game recap with his son-in-law, Galen.

Over the years, Billy touched so many lives,
making specia friendships and leaving us with
many memories. He will always be remembered
for his easy going personality, kindnessto others
and witty one-liners.

Missing him every day are hiswife of 32 years,
Hildegard (Becker) Maher of Weyers Cave, Va,;
daughters, Christine (Maher) Nickerson and her
husband Galen, Lori Rosano; his son, Richard
Rosano and his wife, Julie, all of Staunton, Va.;
sisters, Alice Cram, Evelyn Maher and Dolores
Jarzabek; brothers-in-law, Jurgen and Kurt Becker
of Germany; grandchildren, Brandi, Derek,
Samantha and Nicholas; six very specia great-
grandchildren, who he loved to make laugh with
hisjokesand silly sayings, alwaysreminding them
that squirrels were looking for them because they
were nuts, Monique, Maddox, Kaydence, Chloe,
Mason and McKenzie; several niecesand nephews.

His loved ones that clear the path before him
are his parents; his son, Robert Rosano; grand-
daughter, Jessica Nickerson sisters and brothers-
in-law, Anna and Edward Bojorek, Estelle and
Armand Arsenault, Charles Cram, Joseph
Jarzabek and Otto Becker; his mother-in-law,
BerthaBecker and hisspecial four-legged friends,
Snapper, Rags and Max.

During his fina days he reminded us to aim
straight and that love was real good. So in his
memory, please tell those special peoplein your
life that you love them often.

A memorial Masswill beheld at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, June 16, at the Church of the St. Mary, 45
Freestone Ave., Portland.

In lieu of flowers, those who wish may donate
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis TN 38105, or to your local
animal shelter.

East Hampton
Charles Bennett Nichols

Charles Bennett Nichols, “Charlie” of East
Hampton, beloved husband of Marie (Robida)
Nichols died peacefully Wednesday, June 6, at
his home surrounded by his family.

Charlie was born Dec. 16, 1927, in Middle-
town, the son of the late Stanley and Aline
(Galpin) Nichols. He proudly served his country
inthe U.S. Army during the Korean War. Charlie
was the owner and operator of Nichols Bus Ser-
vice, safely transporting the children of East
Hampton, Portland, Andover, Marlborough and
East Haddam to school every day.

Charlie was very active in the town of East
Hampton, having served on the Board of Select-
men from 1971-73, amember of the Police Com-
mission from 1985-1989 and serving asthe Chair-
man of the Zoning Board of Appeals from 1961
until his passing. Charlie was a life member of
the Middletown Elks Club, amember of the East
Hampton V.FW., the American Legion Post in
East Hampton, the Moose Club in Marlborough,
the Falconsin Middletown, the Lions Club in East
Hampton, and was a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of CBT.

Charlie was a very generous man who was al-
ways there to help someone in need, whether it
was donating his serviceswith abusfor atrip, or
helping someone financially, he did it discreetly
and didn’t want any recognition. Hisfavoritetimes
were at his annual Fourth of July parties at his
lake house and his Christmas parties at his home
on North Main Street. Charliewasawaysthelife
of the party and will be greatly missed by every-
one who knew him and by his beloved town of
East Hampton.

Charlieissurvived by hiswife, Marie (Robida)
Nichols; his daughter, Deborah Johnson and her
husband Carl of Portland; stepson, Timothy
Stackowitz and hiswife Cindy of East Hampton;
stepson Courtland Rogers of Florida; stepdaugh-
ter Corinne Farren and her husband Walter of East
Hampton; 10 grandchildren and five great-grand-
children; and several nephews and many close
friends.

Hewas predeceased by hissister Ann Plummer
and his step son Francis Rogers.

Friendsmay call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, Sunday, June 10,
from 2-5 p.m. Funeral serviceswill be held Mon-
day, June 11, at 11 am. in the East Hampton
Congregational Church. Burial will follow in St.
Bridget Cemetery in Moodus.

In lieu of flowers, memoria donations may be
made to Hartford Health Care Hospice Program
at hartfordhealthcareathome.org; Protectors of
Animals, 144 Main St., East Hartford, CT 06118,
or to Ray of Light Farm Inc., 232 Town St., East
Haddam, CT 06423.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer-
funeralhomeinc.com.




