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Semper Fi!.

.. Bacon Academy rising senior M aile Blumber ger and Bacon'’svar sity
soccer coach Lee Elliott attended the four-day Semper Fidelis All-American
Program in July. Thehighly-selective program involvesintense athletic challenges
under the direction of a Marine Corps sergeant and allows attendees the
opportunity to becomeeligiblefor specific scholar ship opportunitiesavailable only
to program participants. See story on page 21.

A Reprieve
For Rocky?

by Elizabeth Regan

Animal advocates clamoring for the release
of a dog on death row at the Portland pound
have renewed reason to be hopeful now that
First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield has ex-
pressed willingnessto explore “ alternative op-
tions” to Rocky’s death sentence.

The 90-pound pitbull mix has been held at
the pound for two and a half years stemming
from a2016 biteincident while hisowner, Paul
Bell, appealsakill order from Animal Control
Officer Karen Perruccio.

Bransfield last week sent an email to Bell’s
attorney, Thom Page, inviting him to “explore
and discuss aternative options to the disposal
order on Rocky.” She provided a copy of the
email to the Rivereast.

Bell said this week that his attorney will be
setting up a meeting with Bransfield to be held
later this month.

“1’m getting my f—ing dog back,” Bell said
in an exuberant phone interview Tuesday.

He credited adedicated group of Rocky sup-
porters for joining him at Board of Selectmen
meetings and writing to local officials to call
for Rocky’s release. The advocates have spo-
ken for aslong as two hours during the public
comment portion of selectmen’smeetingssince
May.
“| don’t even know what to say,” Bell said.
“It's amazing. People are beautiful. Support-
ive. Compassionate. It's inspiring in a major
way.”

He said their support has put a lot of pres-
sure on Bransfield to reconsider the kill order.

“I'm anice guy, | really am,” he said. “But
don’t mess with me, because | will win.”

Heavily documented infilingswith the state
Department of Agriculture and the court sys-
tem, the case revolves around a Jan. 31, 2016
attack by Rocky on 68-year-old Stephen
Demarest. The bites resulted in injuries to
Demarest’s | eft ankle, inner leg and below his
knee. Demarest said the dog was unattended

and unleashed at the time of the attack, which
occurred across the street from Rocky’s resi-
dence.

Rocky’scaseiscurrently in front of the New
Britain Superior Court, where Page has ap-
pealed the state agriculture department’s deci-
sion to uphold the town’skill order. Heis ask-
ing the court to vacate the agriculture
department’sfinal decision and to grant atem-
porary injunction to prevent thetown fromkill-
ing hisclient’s dog.

Bransfield described the meeting with Page
as a precursor to a scheduled pre-trial confer-
ence at the New Britain courthouse. Originally
set to be held Aug. 29, the conference has been
postponed until Oct. 1.

She said she sees the meeting, which will
alsoinclude TownAttorney Kari Olson and rep-
resentatives from the state Department of Ag-
riculture, as achance to “do some homework”
ahead of the pre-trial conference.

Alternative Options

“1’m going to keep an open mind and do what
| said, which is discuss aternative options,”
Bransfield told the Rivereast.

She alluded to options ranging from
rehoming Rocky to returning him to Bell with
behaviorist-recommended precautionsin place.

The rehoming possibility has come to the
forefront as officials in Waterbury consider
sending a dog named Rose to a rescue shelter
inNew York state, according to Bransfield. She
said she has spoken with the city’slegal office,
where she was told officials are interested in
speaking with the dog’'s owner about accepting
the rescue group’s offer to take the dog.

A post on social mediafrom Bell’ s attorney,
who represents Rose’sowner in afederal court
case, expressed profound opposition to that
option.

“What troubles usisthe generalized assump-
tion that the only way to get Rose released, is

See Rocky page 2

Deteriorating Conditions at Andover Senior Center

by Sloan Brewster

Deteriorating conditions at the Andover Se-
nior Center have already forced out severa pro-
gramsin recent years, and now the senior lun-
cheons are moving.

When the luncheons return in September,
they’ll be held at Andover Pizza — due to the
fact that the kitchen at the senior center isn’t
up to code.

The weekly luncheons are just the latest ca-
sualty for the senior center, which islocated in
the town’s old firehouse on Center Street. The
building has mold, mice, and ants, according
to Senior Center Coordinator Cathy Palazzi.

The senior center’ sweekly exercise programs
and line dancing classes have already been
moved, and currently take place at the commu-
nity room in Town Hall. Thisis due to people
who have alergies to mold, Palazzi said.

The moving of the luncheons, however, is
due to the center not being up to code. Palazzi
said the center does not qualify for an annual
permit to serve food. It had been getting
monthly permits from the Eastern Highlands
Health District, making the lunches permis-
sible, she said.

Robert Miller, director of health at Eastern
Highlands, said that in order to get an annual
permit the town would need to make someim-
provements to the kitchen and bring it to com-
pliance with town and state health codes.

Improvementswould includeinstalling three
sinks, getting a specific type of refrigerator and
having staff qualified to servefood, Palazzi said.

“[Eastern Highlands] said my people, who |
had serving thefood, are not qualified to serve,”
she said.

The last temporary permit expired June 29,
and Palazzi said she was under the impression
the center could not get another one. While
Miller said that’s not necessarily the case,
Palazzi said she still is going to try the lun-
cheons at Andover Pizza— at least for thetime
being.

Palazzi said she actually expectsthelunches
will be better attended at Andover Pizza, how-
ever —because of the lack of mold.

Some seniors skip lunches at the center, she
said, because of the mold. “They have an al-
lergy to the mold and they walk in and have
issues,” Palazzi said.

However, First Selectman Robert Burbank
said he has concerns about the lunches being
moved — and that he plans to contact Miller
about getting another temporary permit.

“We're careful how we handle the food,” he
said.

Burbank said hefeared for thelong-term fu-
ture of the senior luncheon programif it is per-
manently moved to a private facility, as ares-
taurant could prove too small to accommodate
it. In addition, if the luncheons are held at the
senior center, with food brought in from out-
side establishments, it is easier to change the
menu. For example, folks could decide they
wanted Chinese fare on occasion.

Burbank said the senior luncheons are “a
great program” and that they represent “theonly
socia hour some of the seniors get.”

“1 want to clear this whole situation up be-
cause | think it's very unfortunate, because if
wehaveto goto privatefacility to hold thefunc-

See Senior Center page 2



Cover Story 1 Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cov

Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cover Story i Cov

Rocky cont. from Front Page

to permanently take her away from her owner
and give her to asanctuary,” Pagewrotein June.
“Where this assumption has come from, and
the basis for it elude us. We're sure most dog
ownerswould strongly object to this, aswould
anyone regarding their own property, which is
what dogs are still considered under the law.
Governments just don’t have the right to uni-
laterally take away your property and giveit to
someone else”

Bell said Tuesday sending Rocky away is
“absolutely not” an option he will consider.

Bransfield al so referenced recommendations
from animal behaviorist Michael Shikashio, of
Complete CaninesLL C, who evaluated Rocky
in June 2016.

Shikashio said his visit with Rocky, as well
ashistorical information about the dog provided
by Perruccio and Bell, led him to believe the
biteincident may have been attributableto “ ter-
ritorial behavior in which a dog may be moti-
vated to protect hisproperty.” Shikashio added
Rocky did not exhibit aggressive behavior in
any other context.

The animal behaviorist recommended sev-
eral precautionsbe putin placeif Rocky issent
hometo Bell.

Shikashio said the dog must be contained
securely in the home using self-closing doors
or gates. He said a second barrier must also be
put in place between any doors|eading outside
“to decrease therisk of Rocky accidentally es-
caping the house should any main entry/exit be
left open.”

e
Annabelle Maruschock, 11, hopes Rocky will soon bereturned to hisowner after
two and a half yearson death row at the Portland pound.

The animal behaviorist said a fence with a
“Beware of Dog” sign must be installed on
Bell's property. Rocky must be muzzled and
leashed under Bell’s control at al times when
outside of the fence.

Shikashio’s final recommendation specified
Bell must work with a dog behavior profes-
siona with a background in aggression cases
to decrease the likelihood of further incidents
of aggressive behavior.

“I make no warranties or guarantees of
Rocky’s future behavior,” Shikashio said.

Bransfield emphasized any aternative op-
tions must keep in mind the victim of the at-
tack.

Bell has said hisinsurance company settled
a lawsuit filed by Demarest and his wife for
$275,000.

“We do have to be aware of public heath
and safety,” Bransfield said.

A change.orq petition to save Rocky had gar-
nered 3,070 signatures by presstime. The peti-
tion was started by Annabelle Maruschock, an
11-year-old Brownstone Intermediate School
student who was inspired to advocate for the
dog after reading about the casein the Rivereast.

She said thisweek sheishappy Bransfieldis
open to discussing aternatives to the kill or-
der, but added it’s something the first
selectwoman should have considered earlier.

“1 believe that instead of having Rocky go to
New York like they are having Rose do from
Waterbury, that he should be sent back home
with afence and training,” she said.

Mold, miceand antsareamong the isu reported at theAndover

Senior Center,

which islocated in the old firehouse on Center Street. The weekly senior luncheons
arethelatest program to move out of the center.

Senior Center cont. from Front Page
tions | don't think it's going to last,” Burbank
said.

Eric Anderson, chairman of the Planning and
Zoning Commission and thetown’sLong Term
Planning Committee, said the building’s dete-
riorating condition has aso kept him away.

“I"m mold-sensitive,” he said. “| don’t want
to spend any more time in that building than |
haveto.”

Anderson, who blamed the mold on aleaky
garage roof, said other people have concerns
about the mold aswell.

Burbank, however, expressed his doubts on
the presence of mold. He said he believed mold
was eliminated when aventilation system with
an air purifier was installed in the building —
and he said hehadn’t heard of anyone avoiding
the building due to mold sensitivities.

“1 can’t say 100 percent [that there’sno mold]
because we haven’t had a specialist come in,
andit'san older building,” hesaid. “I just think
that it's overblown to be honest with you.”

But even beyond the mold, Anderson said,
“the building has had a number of issues.”

Anderson and Palazzi each mentioned mice
have been spotted in the building, and Palazzi
said there has also been a problem with ants.

“The redlity isthat’s a 100-something year-
old building that was appropriated for the fire
department many years ago and was aproblem
for thefire department for many of theissuesit
has now,” Anderson said.

Town Administrator Joseph Higgins said he
had not heard about the mold, rodents or ants.

“Those particular issues haven' t been brought
to my attention,” he said.

Despite the issues with the building, some
senior center activitiesarestill held inthebuild-
ing, including bingo, movie night and Young at
Heart meetings. Those activitiesare “ potluck,”
or folksjust bring their own snacks, sothey are
not regulated by the health district, Palazzi said.

Some town meetings are also held there, as
are meetings of local civic groups, Anderson
said. For example, next week’s meeting of the
Charter Revision Commission is being held at
the senior center.

Young at Heart secretary of programsMarge
Surdam concurred with the deteriorating state
of the building — as well as the presence of ro-

dents.

“We've had somelittlefour-legged creatures
there for quite sometime,” she said.

Surdam said she has commented at |ocal
meetings that the center “could really use an
upgrade.”

“Pretty soon one of these daysit’ll fall down
around us,” she quipped.

Higgins added that the old firehouse build-
ing was “beyond its useful life,” and that it
would not be cost-effective to repair it.

He said somein town have discussed a new
community center, as well as a new building
for the Public Works Department, which
Higgins said also hasissues.

TheLong Term Planning Committee, which
islooking at the needs of the town going for-
ward, may include a community center in its
goals, Anderson said.

“| assume arecommendation would beanew
community center starting by working on the
design,” he said. But, headded, “ That's not set
in stone; the committee has not made that con-
clusion yet.”

Last month, the Long Term Planning Com-
mittee sent out asurvey that wasincluded with
motor vehicletax billsand wasdesigned to help
the committee determine the town’s goals and
objectives on an ongoing basis. The two-page
survey included questions about support for a
community/senior center.

The committeeisnot ready to releasethedata
gathered through the survey asit has not com-
pleted compiling it, Anderson said.

“We'restill wading through the results of the
survey and tabulating everything,” Anderson
said.

Still, he added that from what he has seen
folks around town support the idea of a new
community center.

“There was a clear consensus,” he said. “A
lot more people were in favor of acommunity
center than weren't.”

Burbank, however, said he felt that, at this
time, a new senior center would be cost-pro-
hibitive.

Palazzi, for her part, is confident anew cen-
ter isnot far down the road.

“1 believe that in between two and five years
they will build a new senior center,” she said.



Shea Steps Down From RHAM School Board

by Sloan Brewster

With a move out of state in her future,
Marlborough resident Carole Sheahasresigned
from her seat on the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion.

TheMarlborough Board of Selectmenisnow
seeking areplacement.

Shea, who was one of four Marlborough rep-
resentatives on the regional school board, sent
her | etter of resignationto First Selectman Amy
Traversa on July 12. The resignation was ef-
fective the following Monday, July 16.

“It hasbeen an honor to serveand | sincerely
appreciate the opportunity | have had the last
four years to represent the Town of
Marlborough on the District Board of Educa
tion,” Sheawrote in the |etter.

In a phone call Monday, Shea said she had
resigned because she and her husband Dick,
who is on the Marlborough Board of Select-
men, are planning to move out of state.

“My husband and | are retired now and we
aregoing to berelocating out of stateand | felt
that it would be best to resign from the board at
the summer bresk,” she said.

She added that she thought it would be best
for thedistrict if she gavefolks enough timeto

find her replacement while school was on break
and the board had no meetings scheduled.

Shea said she is not certain when she and
her husband will be moving.

“We're building ahouse elsewhere,” shesaid.
“The house is under construction, but it's al-
most done.”

Shea' shusband Dick said Thursday he plans
to stay on the Marlborough Board of Select-
men, on which he has served for the past seven
years, for aslong as possible.

“We're subject to the usual difficulties with
building schedules,” hesaid. He said hedoesn'’t
expect to move before late October or Novem-
ber, but noted the date has not been finalized.

Carole Shea has been on the regional school
board for four years, one year as an appointee
to replace a vacancy and three as an elected
member. Her term runs through November
2019. Prior to joining the RHAM board, she
served on the Marlborough Board of Educa-
tion for six years.

Shea said she would missthe RHAM board.

“| think it's an interesting board and alot of
interesting things happen in alarge school, es-
pecially amiddle school and high school,” she

said. “1 hopethey get someonewho isgoing to
make a positive contribution.”

Sue Rapelye, another RHAM member from
Marlborough, said Shea has been an insightful
addition to the board and would be missed.

“Losing Caroleisahugelossto the RHAM
Board of Education,” she wrote in an
email. " Carole’s insight and attention to the
details showed in everything she did for the
RHAM Board of Education. | wish her noth-
ing but the best and thank her for her dedica-
tion.”

Rapelye said Marlborough board members
have no input into Shea’s replacement.

“It’sin the hands of the Marlborough sel ect-
men to appoint a Republican replacement
within 30days,” she said. ” Although, it would
be nice to have some input into the selection.”

Ken Hjulstrom, Marlborough Republican
Town Committee chairman, said much thesame
thing about the town committee.

“1 would like to see the Republican Town
Committeeinvolved morein the selection pro-
cesswhenit comestofilling vacancies,” hesaid.

At the Marlborough Board of Selectmen
meeting on Tuesday, Jannat Gill, aMarlborough

resident who isunaffiliated, told selectmen she
was interested in filling Shea's seat on the
RHAM board, Hjulstrom said.

Based on the town charter, aperson filling a
Republican vacancy on aboard or commission
must be a Republican, he said.

Hjulstrom said he would not be opposed to
an unaffiliated voter registering as a Republi-
can and filling the seat as long as the person’s
qualifications were suitable.

“1"m looking more for qualified people,” he
said. “I’m not concerned with a letter beside
her name.”

Hjulstrom also said Shea would be missed.

“She has been an excellent member of the
RHAM board,” he said. “Her level of insight
has been fantastic and I’ m sure she'll be sorely
missed.”

Traversa did not return calls for comments
for this story, nor did RHAM Board of Educa-
tion Chairwoman Judy Benson-Clarke, who
also livesin Marlborough.

The next RHAM Board of Education meet-
ingisMonday, Aug. 20, at 6:30 p.m., at RHAM
High School, 85 Wall St., Hebron.

Bill Introduced Would Change Agent Orange L aw

by Sloan Brewster

Dueto alocal Vietnam veteran’s mission, a
bill has been introduced in the U.S. House of
Representativesthat, if passed, will maketreat-
ment possible for veterans with certain Agent
Orange-connected ail ments.

Vietnam veteran Gerry Wright went on asix-
week, 10,357-mile motorcycle journey to 32
states seeking signatures on a petition to get
treatment and disability benefits for veterans
exposed to Agent Orange, whose allments have
been al but ignored. Wright returned homein
June.

Last week, Rep. Joe Courtney (D-02) intro-
duced the bill removing astipulationinthelaw
that prevents treatment and disability benefits
for many Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent
Orange. Wright said he wrote the bill with
Courtney.

Agent Orange, an herbicidethat containsthe
contaminant Dioxin, was sprayed over Vietnam
by the U.S. military to get rid of the jungle
canopy and makeit possibleto see enemy com-
batantsand to get rid of the food supply, Wright
said. The defoliant killed food including ba-
nanas, coconuts and rice and took out wildlife,
including monkeys.

“That’s what they were trying to do, starve
them out,” he said.

Wright served two toursinVietnam with the
U.S. Army and was on active duty during Op-
eration Desert Storm.

Many Vietnam veterans, including Wright
and Ed Fortin —who accompanied Wright on
part of his cross country journey — ended up
with health issues and diseases connected to
the herbicide, they said. Those with three spe-

cific ailments have faced challengesin getting
disability benefits and treatment.

In order to receive treatment or to be put on
partial disability fromthethreeailments, which
include skin problems causing lesions, rashes
or blistering and nerve disorders, the Veteran's
Health Administration (VA) requires that vet-
erans had registered their exposure within one
year of separation from the war, Wright said.

Wright, who sprayed the contaminant, did
not register hisexposurewithin ayear, and said
he did not learn he was required to do so until
eight years after his tours ended.

H.R. 6566, which was referred to the House
Committee on Veterans Affairs on July 26,
strives to amend Title 38 of the United States
Code “to remove the manifestation period re-
quired for the presumptions of service connec-
tion for chloracne, porphyriacutaneatarda, and
acute and subacute peripheral neuropathy as-
sociated with exposure to certain herbicide
agents,” according to the bill’stitle.

Courtney, who spoke to the Rivereast
Wednesday, called the one-year registration
mandate “ridiculous’ and likened it to expect-
ing people to self-diagnose based on limited
information, which he said was “ unbelievably
unfair.”

“We'retal king about going back to the 1970s
for folks that had no idea that Agent Orange
was a problem,” Courtney said. “They were
being told that this stuff was safe.”

Veteran's groups have ralied around theis-
sue, Courtney said. Helauded Wright's efforts
to spread the word.

Wright said he got 1,500 signatures on the

petition on his trip alone. He also sent it al
over the country, where it had amassed 37,188
total signatures as of Tuesday. And the effort
continues.

Wright said he plans to walk into Congress
with a huge pile of signed pages and that he
wantsto be ableto say to members of congress
that he visited their district and their constitu-
ents are watching them.

Heisalso working on getting national veter-
ans organizations, including the American Le-
gion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, to back the
bill.

The Hebron American Legion approved a
motion to give its support and forwarded the
motion to the state convention in Trumbull,
Wright said. He spoke at the conventionin July,
where members approved the measure and
passed it up the chain.

“Now it'sin the hands of national,” Wright
said.

Hewill find out on August 25 if the national
convention will also giveits support to thebill.

The more support and sponsorsthe bill gets,
the less likely it will die on the floor, Wright
and Courtney said.

“It'sredlly critical that we get external sup-
port with the American Legion,” Courtney said.
“Gerry’sdoing great at that.”

Thisisnot thefirst bill seeking to overcome
barriers to Agent Orange treatment, Courtney
said.

“If you go back in time, Agent Orange cov-
erage by the VA has been a knock down, drag
out fight for 40 yearsin termsof theVA'sresis-
tance to covering Dioxin,” he said. “This has

been anonstop contentiousissue with the VA"

The “blue water” Agent Orange bill, which
ispending asenate hearing, strivesto get treat-
ment for sailors with Dioxin-connected ail-
mentswho have been denied care because they
were not on the ground in Vietnam, Courtney
said.

“If you did not step foot on Vietnam soil, you
are not covered,” he said.

Agent Orangewastransported viaU.S. Navy
ships and sailors were exposed, which has re-
sultedin health issuesfor some, including heart,
respiratory and skin conditions, Courtney said.

If the“bluewater” bill is passed, sailorswill
receive the sametreatment assoldierswho were
on Vietnam soil.

When Congress is back in session in Sep-
tember, Courtney said he will work on round-
ing up committees to co-sponsor H.R. 6566,
including the armed services and veterans com-
mittees and to raise the bill’s visibility.

“They were ordered to spray this stuff, being
told it's safe, that it was only an herbicide and
only affected plants. Obviously that wasn't the
case,” Courtney said. “They should be cared
for”

In the meantime, Wright continues with a
long list of dates to speak with groups on the
matter and get more signatures on the petition
and backing for the bill.

“God bless Gerry,” Courtney said. “He's a
man on amission.”

Wright urges folks to contact their congres-
sional representatives and ask them to co-spon-
sor the Agent Orange hill.



Portland Site Plan Approved with ‘Extensive’ Excavation

by Elizabeth Regan

Members of the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission last week rejected the advice of the
town attorney and approved the excavation of
approximately 200,000 cubic yards of material
from a Route 66 property based on a site plan
only.

The commission voted 4-1 in favor of the
application after the public hearing despite a
strongly-worded opinion from Town Attorney
Kari Olson, of Murtha Cullina, stating that a
special permit isrequired.

Theexcavation isrequired to make room for
two commercial buildingstotaling 8,200 square
feet, according to the application from local
business owner Tom Clausi. Portland Select-
man Ben Srb identified himself at the Aug. 2
public hearing as the devel oper for the project.

The approval paves the way for Clausi and
Srb to excavate a 5-acre portion of the site
Monday through Friday from 7 am.-6 p.m. and
on Saturdaysfrom 10 am.-4 p.m. for up tofive
years. They told commissioners they expect to
finish the first phase and begin construction of
the front building within two years.

Local zoning regulations call for a special
permit in order to removeor bringin earth ma-
terial. But alist of 10 exemptions has been the
subject of differing interpretations over the past
several years.

Srb has been involved in the debate since
2014, when he secured site plan approval to
remove an unspecified amount of earth mate-
rial in order to build a single-family house on
the corner of Sage Hollow Road and Cornwall
Street. Excavation of the one-acre siteisongo-
ing.

Someresidents, aswell ascurrent and former
zoning officials, have expressed concern with
Srb’sinterpretation that local zoning regulations
don’t require special permit oversight for earth
removal if asiteplanfor abuilding lot hasbeen
authorized by the commission. That is, regula-
tions for sand pitsdon’t apply if oneissimply
removing earth material to accommodate anew
house or a business.

Srb stood up during the public hearing to
defend himself and his history asthe devel oper
of numerous propertiesin town.

“I’ve never had adenial from any board,” he
said. “That's because of two things: | under-
stand the rules and regulations and | only ap-
ply for what is appropriate for Portland. Hav-
ing said that, there's always a few people that
can’t handle that.”

‘Extensive’ Excavation

Olson’sJuly 12 written opinion described the
amount of excavation in Clausi’s proposa as
“extensive” and argued that a project of that
magnitude has never been approved by thecom-
mission without a special permit.

A document prepared by Land Use Admin-
istrator Ashley Majorowski shows numerous
excavation operations approved with asand and
gravel excavation special permit since 2010,
including one directly across the street from
Clausi’slot. Land use records show 1561 Port-
land Cobalt Rd. is being excavated via a 2012
special permit that has been renewed every two
years since. Owner David Erlandson was ap-
proved last year to remove up to 249,860 cubic
yards of earth material.

Other excavation projects approved via spe-
cial permit range from the removal of 35,000
cubic yardsof material to 562,000 cubic yards,
according to the document.

George Law, a Portland-based attorney and
chairman of the town Ethics Commission, rep-
resented Clausi at the public hearing.

Law pointed to the same exemption to the
earth removal regulations that has been cited
by Srbinthe past. Thelanguagelaid out in sec-
tion 9.5 of the regulations specifies a specia
permit is not required in connection with “any
subdivision, special permit use and/or site plan
approved by the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion.”

Law said the earth removal regulationsaren’t
conducive to development because they forbid
excavation within 25 feet of the property lines
and don’t alow construction to begin until al

phases of excavation are complete.

“That'swhy it'sasite plan. It's not an earth-
removal operation. It’sincumbent upon [Clausi]
to do this in order to build the buildings that
are put forth in the site plan,” Law said.

Both Law and Srb argued that other site plans
that included excavation have been approved
without a special permit. Srb said the Chris
Cote's Golf Shop site, which he &l so devel oped,
included 30,000 cubic yards of earth removal.

Olson’sargument hinged on the tense of the
word “approved” in the exemption to the earth
removal regulations.

“[T]he commission does not have to approve
thissite plan so there currently isno ‘ approved’
site plan for which to grant an exemption un-
der thisrule,” she wrotein her opinion.

Shewent onto argue that any other interpre-
tation would “completely undermine” the en-
tire section of regulations governing earth re-
moval.

“In other words, if all that isrequired to es-
cape [the earth removal regulations] is apend-
ing site plan application, section 9.5 would be
rendered completely moot,” she wrote.

Law told commission members during the
public hearing that Olson’sinterpretation would
force the commission to deny any site plan ap-
plication that has an excavation component.

“1 understand that thisis not yet an approved
site plan,” he said. “But you have the ability
and obligation, if my client meetsthe site plan
criteria, to approveit. Then it's exempt.”

Each attorney quoted established case law
to describethe other’sinterpretation of theregu-
lation as “absurd and unworkable”

In addition to recommending that the com-
mission require a special permit as part of
Clausi’sapplication, Olson suggested members
come up with new language in section 9.5 of
the regulations to address any unreasonable
constraints based on her interpretation.

“We strongly recommend that the commis-
sion revise section 9.5, by text amendment, to
the extent that it deems necessary to balance
the desires of property owners to conduct rea-
sonable site development work with the need
for specia permit conditionswhen larger more
extensive earth work isproposed,” Olsonwrote.

Language for a text amendment has been
drafted and will be discussed at a future meet-
ing, according to Land Use Administrator
Ashley Majorowski.

Conditions of Approval

The motion to approve the site plan came
with 36 conditions designed to mimic much of
the earth-removal regulations from which the
applicant was exempted.

The conditionswere added despite objections
outlined in Olson’s written opinion that “the
commission has no authority to grant a condi-
tional site plan that ignores the current zoning
requirements’ and that to do so in this case
“would set a dangerous precedent.”

Oneof theconditions of thesite plan approval
requires the applicant to submit erosion and
sediment control bonds and performance bonds
in an amount to be determined by the town en-
gineer. A July 27 email from consulting town
engineer Geoffrey Jacobson provided aprelimi-
nary estimate of $98,300.

Performance bonds arerequired to ensurethe
siteis stabilized and planted to the satisfaction
of local zoning officials upon the completion
of excavation, according to the earth removal
regulations.

Other conditions of the site plan approval are
more generous than the earth removal regula
tions, including ones that allow excavation
within 25 feet of property lines, permit con-
struction to begin before excavationiscomplete,
and authorize excavation and hauling activity
to occur on Saturdays.

Instead of the two-year renewal requirement
and associated costs that come with a specia
permit, a condition of the site plan approva

vaguely requiresa“2 year update to PZC.”

Majorowski told the Rivereast after the meet-
ing she was unclear what the “update” would
entail or how it would be enforced.

Public comment during the hearing included
endorsements by the closest residential neigh-
bor and a nearby business owner.

Neighbor Patrick Farley credited Clausi with
dropping the level of the property in the site
plan so Farley doesn’t have to look directly at
the new buildings. He also said he has no prob-
lem with excavation activity on Saturdays.

Jesse Morin told commissioners approxi-
mately 50,000 cubic yards of material came out
of the Morin Diesel site severa years ago as
part of asite plan.

“But you see the finished project: It's flat,
it'slevel. You'vegot irrigation, beautiful lawn,
everything’s manicured just to the tee. But that
wouldn’'t be achievable if [Clausi] wasn't al-
lowed to pull somemateria out of there,” Morin
said.

The site plan for the Morin Diesel property
was approved as part of aspecial permit for the
sale and repair of diesel vehicles, according to
land use documents.

However, resident Dave Murphy, of Carou-
sel Drive, stood up in opposition to the project
based on his experience as a neighbor of what
he described to commissioners as“the debacle

known as the Sage Hollow sand pit.”

Murphy said excavation has been happening
for four years on the corner of Sage Hollow
Road and Cornwall Street with no signs of the
single-family home Srb got site plan approval
to build there.

“Let’sbevery clear. Thisisasand-and-gravel
operation,” he said of the Sage Hollow prop-
erty. “There’'s no doubt in anyone’s mind of
that.”

Murphy said he appreciated the “2 year up-
date” provision in the 1600 Portland Cobalt
Road approval asaway for the commission to
keep tabs on progress.

“There should never be a five-year window
for a project of this magnitude to go un-
checked,” he said.

Only Planning and Zoning Commission
Chairman Bruce Tyler voted against the mo-
tion to approve the site plan. He said after the
meeting hefelt Olson made a“ persuasive case’
that a special permit isrequired.

Commission member Chantal Foster said she
doesn’t feel good about going against the town
attorney’srecommendation, but acknowledged
the current regulation as written can be inter-
preted in different ways.

“Ultimately, they did put in the conditions
we were looking for, and that was the most
important thing,” she said.

| s Portland Protecting the Fen?

by Elizabeth Regan

The Planning and Zoning Commission ap-
proved afive-year planto excavate aproperty
on Route 66 amid unanswered questions about
arare wetland on the site.

The 33-acre 1600 Portland Cobalt Road site
includesa“ significant natural community” of
peatland known as a medium fen, according
toaNov. 6, 2017 review by state Department
of Energy and Environmental Protection ana-
lyst Dawn McKay.

The commission authorized the removal of
200,000 cubic yards of material from a5-acre
portion of the property in preparation for 8,200
square feet of commercial space.

Portland Wetlands Agent James Sipperly
said the fen is more than 200 feet from the
excavation site. He signed off on the project
on May 15.

The federal Environmental Protection
Agency described fensassimilar to bogs, but
more hospitable to plants and animals. The
EPA saidit “iscrucia to protect” therarefens
that have been declining in number since 1950.

McKay said fens are threatened by devel-
opment and associated runoff, recreational
overuse and habitat alteration in the adjacent
landscape. Such wetlands can be destroyed by
direct stormwater discharge and by ground-
water diversion activities conducted in the vi-
cinity of the fen. Any road construction or
development activities should strive to avoid
those practices, she concluded.

McKay said this week the purpose of her
review in part isto inform municipalitiesabout
the significant natural communities within
their borders. Thereis no mechanism for en-
forcement by the state, she said.

“It can be used by the local planning and
zoning commission to make decisions about
what happensintheir town,” shesaid. “Maybe

the inland wetland commission could review
it to see if they agree and would like to pro-
tect it in any way.”

The 1600 Portland Cobalt Road site plan
application has not been reviewed or discussed
by members of the Inland Wetlands Commis-
sion, according to land use staff. The wetlands
commission has not had a meeting since
Sipperly signed off on the project.

Sipperly isgranted the authority inlocal in-
land wetlands regulations to approve projects
that are not directly inside a wetland as long
astheactivity “would result in no greater than
minimal impact on any wetlands or water-
courses.”

Sipperly in his May 15 memo said the ex-
cavation areaiis “well over 200’ from any po-
tential wetland areas’ on the parcel. The in-
land wetlands regul ationsrequire apermit for
any excavation within 100 feet of any wetland.

“No permitsare required and | will inspect
regularly,” Sipperly wrote.

Site plan applicant Tom Clausi’s project en-
gineer, Frank Magnotta, told Planning and
Zoning Commission members at the public
hearing last week that the site effectively acts
as a bowl that contains runoff and keeps it
away from the fen.

“There's no surface water that leaves that
developed area,” Magnotta said.

Thetown'’s planning consultant, Terri-Ann
Hahn of LADA Land Planners, said in a July
26 memo that thereis not enough information
to determine whether the site plan adequately
addresses concerns raised in McKay's | etter.
Hahn recommended Clausi’ssite planinclude
areport from a qualified soil scientist with a
map of the exact location and extent of the
fen as well as strategies to mitigate any im-
pact from excavation and construction.



Bacon Academy Senior Has Semper FI Summer

by Allison Lazur

Rising Bacon Academy Senior and soccer
player Maile Blumberger, along with 95 other
athletes from around the country, were chosen
from 6,000 applicants to attend the Semper
FidelisAll-American Program in Washington,
D.C. this past July.

Blumberger explained she was looking for
more scholarship opportunitiesto get involved
with and stumbled upon the U.S. Marine Corps
Semper Fidelis program. Realizing she met the
qualifications, she applied and was accepted.

“1 remember reading through [the qualifica-
tions] and realizing it was super competitive —
so | thought ‘I'll just apply and see what hap-
pens,”’ she said.

Thelonglist of qualificationsfor high school
juniorsincludes a 3.5 GPA or higher, arecord
of community service and a spot on acompeti-
tive sports team.

Blumberger said the overall experience left
her feeling inspired and motivated.

“Itwasall about pushing ourselves,” shesaid.
“It wasamental challenge morethan physical,
but it really got usthinking, because that’swhat
Marines go through every day.”

The program put Blumberger and her cho-
sen mentor, Lee Elliott, through rigorous ath-
letic tasks after waking up at 4 am. each day,

Minor One-Car

Collision in Andover

A vehiclewent off the roadway and down
an embankment last week, leaving one man
with suspected injuries, State Police said.

At approximately 9:36 p.m. Aug. 4, a
Toyota Camry, driven by Ethan J. Maynard,
19, of 20 Novelli Pl., was traveling on Bos-
ton Hill Road near the intersection with
Wales Road when the vehicle traveled off
the roadway, down an embankment and
struck dirt, grass and bushes, police said.

Maynard wastransported by the Andover
Fire Department to Marlborough Clinicwith
suspected minor injuries and was found at
fault for the crash, police said.

al under the direction of aU.S. Marine Corps
sergeant. Tasks included push-ups, burpees,
CrossFit and even a National Mall scavenger
hunt, which sent participants running milesand
miles through D.C. in the heat.

But the all-inclusive four-day program also
focused on showering attendees with words of
wisdom to take away from the program and
apply to their lives.

“We kept being told ‘you guys are inspira-
tional, you're the top kids in the nation, you
should be proud that you got in the seat you're
in now.’ It was arealization moment for all of
usto understand that it was really competitive,
but now that we are sitting in these seats, it
means something,” she said.

Elliott, who serves as the Bacon Academy
varsity girlssoccer coach, called the experience
“completely life changing.”

“To see these kids and mentors come from
all over the country and then gel asoneiscrazy,”
Elliott said, adding “it wasareal family bond.”

Elliott also expressed the profound impact
speakers such as Rutgers University’s head
women’sbasketball coach, Vivian Stringer, and
Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant, Verice
Bennett, had on him while at the program.

“Listening to [the speakers] talk about their

Car Stolen from
Colchester Driveway

Colchester Police said a car was stolen
from aprivate driveway Wednesday, Aug. 1.

At approximately 1:47 p.m., police re-
ceived areport of astolen gray ToyotaAvaon
from Scott Hill Road. The car has license
plate 933XDE. The vehicle, which had the
keysinside, is believed to have been stolen
sometime between July 31 and Aug. 1.

Thisisan active investigation, according
to police. Anyone with information should
call police at 860-465-5400.

Body Found on Lawn
in Colchester

State Police said abody wasfound on the
lawn of aresidence last Friday, Aug. 3.

Police said that at approximately 5:45
p.m. they responded to a report of a dead
body on the lawn of 63 Shailor Hill Rd.

The death has been ruled non-criminal,
according to police.

by Elizabeth Regan

The state Department of Health hasfined a
Portland nursing home $3,260 for two sepa-
rate violations affecting residentswith demen-
tia

The state health department issued the ci-
tation two weeks after a June 5 inspection at
Portland Care & Rehabilitation Centrelnc. at
333 Main St

The inspection revealed one resident re-
ceived an overdose of pain medication in the
early morning hours of April 21 after anurse
accidentally administered 2.5 cubic centime-
ters of morphine instead of the doctor-pre-
scribed 0.25 cubic centimeters, according to
the citation.

Notesinthe patient’sfileindicated the nurse
immediately realized the error and informed
the doctor and the patient’sresponsible party,
the citation said. The resident was taken to
the hospital for treatment of the overdose, re-
turning at noon the next day.

Aninterview with the nurse during the state
health department inspection in Juneindicated
the nurse had administered the medication in
arush beforerealizing the syringewas“ larger
than usual”

Thenursing director told inspectorsthat the
nurse who administered the wrong dose was
subsequently trained on the prevention of
medication errors and was tested on her abil-
ity to administer liquid narcotics, according
to the citation.

Portland Nursing Home
Fined by State

State health department officialsalso found
a nurse’s notes indicating a resident with
Alzheimer’sdisease was allowed to leave the
building by anurse aide who mistook theresi-
dent for avisitor.

The citation said the resident was wearing
aWanderGuard alarm bracel et around the left
ankle due to “exit seeking” behavior evi-
denced by eight attempts to leave the build-
ing in the previous six days.

Thecitation stated staff discovered theresi-
dent wasnot in bed around 1:30 am. on May
23 and that the resident had last been seen
sleeping at midnight. Staff searched the build-
ing and then the perimeter before calling the
police.

Police found the resident “roaming the
streets,” the citation said. The resident was
taken to the hospital for evaluation but was
not injured.

According to the citation, the nursing di-
rector told inspectors the nurse aide who let
the resident out of the building didn’t realize
the alarm that went off when the resident ap-
proached the door was caused by the
WanderGuard sensor.

Theaidenolonger worksat thefacility, the
citation said. Additional protocols to reduce
therisk of elopement were implemented and
staff members were trained on the changes.

The facility’s administrator did not return

challengeshelp put into context thelittle battles
wedeal with daily. They’ve gonethroughyears
of it being a thousand times worse, but now
they’re on top of their games,” he said, adding
that to listen to such inspiration was reassur-
ance “you can doiit.”

Blumberger said she chose Lee as her men-
tor for thetrip because “he’s someone that I've
looked up to from the second | met him.”

“I've have a lot of coaches and teachers
throughout my life, but something different just
stands out about Coach Lee,” she said. “Even
on our roughest days, hewas never oneto blame
us—he'saways positive.”

But after returning from the program,
Blumberger said she has another mentor — Sgt.
Brittany Keiter, a leader in the program who
was assigned to Blumberger and Lee.

“[Keiter] isthetrue definition of aMarine,”
Blumberger said. “ She's very into teamwork.”

She and Elliot explained that during the Na-
tional Mall scavenger hunt, other teams were
splitting up, but Keiter was adamant the team

members stay together and complete the tasks
“asone”

Blumberger said that among the athletic chal-
lenges was a trip to Quantico, VA. She and
Elliott, along with all other attendees, visited
the National Museum of the Marine Corpsand
learned about tanks, guns, martial artsand tac-
tical training.

Elliott and Blumberger al so experienced what
military men and women rely on for sustenance
by eating ready-to-eat meals while enrolled in
the program.

Blumberger said while not every attendee of
the program will go into the military, she plans
on taking that route.

She hopes to join the Marine option of the
Naval Reserve Officer's Training Corps
(NROTC) program after high school. She is
looking into schools such asVirginia Tech that
offer the program, she said.

“To be around 95 like-minded individuals
wasreally different,” Blumberger said. “| wish
| could be with them every single day.”

Colchester Police News

7/31: State Police said Denzel M. Mitchell,
23, of 33 Camp St., Floor 2, Waterbury, was
arrested and charged with speeding, reckless
driving, disobeying signal of an officer, inter-
fering with officer/resisting and first-degree
reckless endangerment dating back to an inci-
dent in December 2017.

8/1: State Police said Brandon Waldron, 33,
of 222 Williams St., East Glastonbury, was ar-
rested and charged with first-degree failure to
appear after turning himself in pursuant to an
arrest warrant.

8/3: State Police said Conrad Carrette, 42,
of 89 Connecticut Blvd., East Hartford, wasar-
rested and charged with reckless driving, DUI
and failure to drive in proper lane.

8/4: State Police said Trevor-lan J. Simms,
22, was arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct, third-degree assault and third-degree
strangul ation/suffocation.

8/4: State Police said Nicholas D. Alderman,
36, of 32 Carriage Dr., Wallingford, was ar-
rested and charged with second-degree failure
to appear.

State Police said atwo-car collision |eft one
with suspected minor injuries and two with
possible injuries, police said.

At approximately 2:31 am. aHondaAc-
cord, traveling eastbound on Route 2, prior to
exit 13, driven by Nicole S. Chambers, 25, of
10 S. Main St., East Hampton, rear ended a
Honda Odyssey, driven by Anjesh Patel, 48,
of 71 Slater Ave., Griswold.

Police said after the collision, the Odyssey

Two-Car Crash InjuresThreein Marlborough

cameto an uncontrolled final rest in theright
shoulder and the Accord came to an uncon-
trolled final rest in the center lane.

Patel and his passenger, Lalit B. Sisodia,
45, of 454 East Main St., Norwich, com-
plained of neck and arm pain and were trans-
ported to Marlborough Clinic. Chambers
complained of hip pain and was transported
by the Marlborough Fire Department to St.
Francis Hospital.

acall for comment as of presstime.

East Hampton Police News

7/21: Damon Jansky, 25, of 114 N. Moodus
Rd., Moodus, was arrested and charged with
failure to drive right and DUI, East Hampton
Police said.

7/25: Bruce Strong, 51, of 88 Main St., was
issued a summons for operating a motor ve-
hicle with an expired license and operating an
unregistered and uninsured motor vehicle, po-
lice said.

7/27: Alex Dylan Banning, 25, of 4 Smith

Portland Police News

8/4: Lisa Loffredo, 48, of 85 N. Main St.,
East Hampton, was charged with criminal mis-
chief and tampering with amotor vehicle, Port-
land Police said.

Silver Alert Briefly
| ssued in Colchester

Colchester Police said a silver alert was
issued Aug. 1, but canceled afew hourslater.

Police said they responded to the alert of
amissing 79-year-old man at approximately
4:32 p.m.

The aert was canceled at approximately
7:38 p.m., when the man was found in a
wooded area near his residence.

St., was arrested and charged with second-de-
gree breach of peace, third-degree assaullt, in-
terfering/resisting an officer, misuse of plates
and operating amotor vehiclewithout alicense,
police said.

7/27: Benjamin Barrett, 22, of 25 Penny
Corner Rd., Portland, was arrested and charged
with DUI, using acell phonewhile operating a
motor vehicle, and carrying afirearmwhilein-
toxicated, police said.

O’Raellly to Stay
in Portland

At aspecia meeting of the Board of Edu-
cation thisweek, Superintendent of Schools
Philip O’ Reilly rescinded hisletter of resig-
nation, the board announced in a press re-
lease.

O’ Reilly had previously told the board he
planned to retire in June 2019.

Instead, O’ Reilly will stay through theend
of his current contract, which runs through
the end of the 2019-20 school year.

“The benefits of having Dr. O’ Reilly stay
on include both the potential for continued
educational advancement and a two-year
transition plan to a new superintendent for
the district,” board chairwvoman MaryAnne
Rode said in the press rel ease.

Look for a full story in next week’s
Rivereast.



Proposed Gas Station in Marlborough Draws Concerns

by Allison Lazur

A gas station and convenience store have
been proposed for 1.5 acres at 37 Hebron Rd.
However, those who would be neighborsto the
fuel station have expressed concerns about the
project.

The site would contain a 4,920-sg. ft. con-
venience store and eight self-serve fueling
pumps positioned on four double-sided fuel
dispensersunder aroof canopy, the project sum-
mary reveals. But questions have been raised
over the project’s effect on Lyman Brook —
which runs through the east side of the prop-
erty —aswell asthe local well system.

The application, filed by Marlborough One
LLC at the beginning of March, was accompa-
nied by adetailed project summary which ad-
dressed several aspects of the proposed site
development.

The property, located at the northeast corner
of Hebron Road, isbordered by the northbound
Route 2 onramp and Route 66. This has led
some residents to worry about whether the lo-
cal well water system will be impacted by po-
tential diesel and gas run off. The Connecticut
Water-owned system already faces salt run-off
from Route 66 and the Route 2 onramp in the
winter months. Thewell system serves approxi-
mately 40 homes, according to the water com-
pany.

Hickory Road resident Suzanne Karrenberg
told the Rivereast this week her main concern
with the project is the contamination of the
water system from spills from individual sfill-
ing their cars.

“To me it's a very fragile [water] system,”
she said, adding, “I used to get letters al the
time from Connecticut Water notifying the
homeowners about the increased salt content.

It'snot that hard to cause harm to our system.”

The site plan, prepared by project engineer
Robert Baltramaitis, states that protecting
groundwater isimportant, and noted that “ many
safeguardsare provided to eliminate the poten-
tia for spillsand leaks of fuels”

These“safeguards’ include fuel pumps com-
plete with an “ automatic shut-off mechanism”
and “ splash guardsto prevent overfilling.” The
fuel filling areaswill reside ona*“concrete pad,”
which the plan refers to as an “amost imper-
meable surface” that will remedy small spill
situations through evaporation and easy
cleanup. The concrete surface will also cut
down on the damage of apotential larger spill,
through the grooved concrete surface along the
perimeter “ designed to hold fuel until it can be
collected, handled and disposed of .”

Contacted by the Rivereast for comment,
David Radka, director of water resources and
planning for Connecticut Water, said that “ with-
out a detailed analysis’ he couldn’t confirm
whether the well system is directly fed by
Lyman Brook or a bedrock aquifer, but ex-
plained that concerns from residents about wa-
ter contamination and run off were not unreal-
istic.

Radka said that before the Rivereast con-
tacted him, “wewere unaware of thisproposal .”
He said “we are paying attention to [the plan]
now,” and added that Connecticut Water would
be reaching out to the town.

“1f thiswereto be approved by thelocal agen-
cies there would be certain conditions, we
would request,” he said, and explained they
would belooking for an opportunity to review
the site plan and its specifics.

Hickory Road resident Shawn DeFelice ex-
pressed concerns this week regarding the pos-
sibility of contamination to not only the well
system, but also to residents “ downstream.”

“They have the gas and diesel tanks going
into the ground; I’ m not concerned about those
leaking, but what about diesel, gasand ail drip-
ping on the ground. Then when it rains where
isit going?’ he said.

The site summary states that in regards to
storm water run-off and in order to protect the
brook whichisa“tributary to Blackledge River
and ultimately to Salmon River,” catch basins
will be constructed to “ trap coarse sediments.”
The plan a so shows that the storm water from
the proposed parking area will pass through a
“water quality enhancement unit (oil/grit sepa-
rator).”

The town’s plan of conservation and devel-
opment states that the commission must “re-
view activitieswithin 150 feet of wetlands and
200 feet from major watercourses and their as-
sociated wetlands.”

The proposal meets both of those conditions.

According to July 9 Conservation Commis-
sion minutes, the commission unanimously
voted that the proposed devel opment “may in-
volveasignificant impact or major effect onan
inland wetland and regul ated watercourse area.”

James Sipperly, acertified soil scientist hired
by Marlborough One, submitted areport Aug.
2 to Baltramaitis. The report states that “there
will be no significant adverse impacts to the
wetlands and watercourses, whether on-site or
off-site, resulting from the proposed construc-
tion.”

While worries over polluted well water and

neighboring brook encompassed most of resi-
dent concerns, others expressed opinions on
logistical itemslike traffic and safety.

Residents Dan and Donna M oore submitted
a letter to the Zoning Commission at the be-
ginning of June urging commission members
to do their “due diligence in considering
whether this site is suitable for a gas station.”
They added “we don’t think” it is.

In the letter, the Moores also expressed con-
cern about crime and safety “given the 24/7
nature of these businesses and thefact that they
are notoriousfor loitering, increased noise and
possibleincreased drug activity, etc.”

The Moores also wrote they were concerned
about how traffic would impact residents, ques-
tioning how safe entrance and exitswill be up-
held on “thisformer small residentia site” They
added that “the entrance to Route 2 west, where
this siteis situated, backs out to impede Route
66 during morning traffic now. [We] can only
imagine the danger to a car seeking to exit a
gas station toward Hebron from that site.”

The proposed site plan statesthat one drive-
way will be utilized for entering and exiting, in
order to satisfy adeed restriction by the state.

Karrenberg stressed she and other residents
aren’t opposed to the further development of
Marlborough — they just don’t feel thisis the
right location.

“It’snot that we don’t want agas station and
convenience store; we just feel it's in a bad
spot,” she said.

A public hearing on the proposed project will
be held at the Conservation Commission’s Sept.
10 meeting, whichwill beheld at 7 p.m. a Town
Hall.

Little FreeLibrary Comesto M arlborough

by Allison Lazur

Blish Memorial Park is home to a sandy
beach, Lake Terramuggus, bikers, swimmers—
and now a Little Free Library, thanks to
Marlborough Elementary School student Lexi
Nicoteraand her grandmother, Colleen Gilpin.

Approximately 20 residents gathered on the
beach Wednesday night for the unveiling of the
small wooden box, currently hometo about 30
books donated by friends, family and strang-
ers. Neighbors can take a book from the flo-
rally-adorned yellow and blue box and leave a
favorite book behind for the next reader.

Nicotera explained that the inspiration for
the library came from a school assignment.

“We had to do an articlein school on [Little
Free Libraries] and after talking about it and
talking about it, | finally | decided | wanted to
doit,” she said.

Nicotera said she pitched the project to the
Parks and Recreation Commissionin May and
received approval to moveforward—so shethen
set out to raise the funds for the book abode.

Through GoFundMe and a book fair at
school, Nicoteraraised approximately $300 to
become a player in the book swap movement.

The Little Free Library website discloses
there are “more than 70,000 registered Little
Free Library Book sharing boxes in 85 coun-
triesworldwide,” with Marlborough’sregistered
at number 76,487.

The non-profit organization began with a
goa of not only inspiring a love of reading
around theworld, but also building community
and sparking creativity through neighborhood
book exchanges, especialy to low-incomefami-
lies that may not have age appropriate books
for children at home, the website explains.

Little Free Libraries are scattered all over
thestate, including Rivereast towns East Hamp-
ton, Colchester and now Marlborough.

Wednesday night, Nicoteratold the Rivereast
the culmination of hard work “felt good” al-
though she admitted to being “ pretty nervous’
at the reveal.

After the post for the Little Free Library was
installed by the town, Nicoteraand Gilpin had
help from elementary school janitor ChrisJudge
installing the book house.

Thebox, painted by Nicoteraand Gilpin and
finished with aglazeto serve asprotection from
the weather, also had a contribution from
Nicotera'sfriend, Lily Farrelly.

Below the box, sits a plaque which reads
“Books are not just pages and chapters. Books
are adventures waiting to be taken,” wordsthat
werewritten by Farrelly during apoetry unit at
school, she explained.

Nicotera was already discussing future
projects at Wednesday’s gathering and said in-
stalling another Little Free Library in town
might be a possibility.

“1 hope to do more. | really want to put [a
LittleFreeLibrary] in Jessica's Garden because
that'sareally popular spot,” she said.

Gilipin also shared her wish for Little Free
Library number 76,487.

“1 hope everyonetakesbooksall thetime and
replenishes them and reads more and more,”
she said. “That was the goal, to get people to
read and have books available to people relax-
ing at the lake”

Anyone interested in finding a Little Free
Library or starting their own can visit

littlefreelibrary.org.
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Marlborough Elementary School student Lexi Nicotera and her grandmother,

Colleen Gilpin, unveiled a Little Free Library Wednesday night at Blish Memorial
Park. Thelibrary is part of an international book swap movement, where people
can take a book and leave a book in various locations around the world.



Obituaries

Portland
Richard Wiseman, PhD

Richard “Doc” Wise-
man, PhD, child psy-
chologist, one of the
pioneers of modern
mental health treatment
for children and author
of Riverview Hospital
for Children and Youth,
passed away at age 89
on Saturday, Aug. 4.

Hewastheson of late
Gladys and C. Henry
Wiseman and son-in-
law of the late Gladys
and C. Raymond Ganung. Bornin New York City
in 1928, helived in North Arlington, N.J. He re-
ceived degrees from Springfield College and
Michigan State University, where he made life-
long friends. He served two yearsinthe Air Force
during the Korean War and wasinducted into two
Halls of Fame for his athletic accomplishments.

Dr. Wiseman was founder and first superinten-
dent of Riverview Hospital for Children. “Doc”
was the first in Connecticut to argue that autism
was a developmental, not psychiatric, disorder.
His work was an important factor in the State of
Connecticut’s decision to shift the care of chil-
dren with autism from mental hospitals to the
Department of Development Services. Heand his
wifewere house parentsat Children’sVillageand
foster parents. He built and was director of Camp
Quinebaug, a camp for patients from state men-
tal hospitalsin collaboration with college student
helpers from the Connecticut Service Corps. He
was a past member of the Portland Exchange
Club, The Brownstone Quorum and a Corporate
Board Member of Middlesex Hospital. “Doc” was
an Advisor to Wesleyan students who created
Gilead House and recently honored for al his
work in mental health at their 50th anniversary.
After retirement, he developed Community
Collaborativesfor familieswho had children with
emotional and behavioral needs, which kept them
from needing hospitalization, by providing free
services from local child agencies, using grants.

He cherished hisloving family, Eunice Ganung
Wiseman, wife of 63 years; son Ken (Betty Lou)
Wiseman; daughter Lauren (Arthur) Sullivan;
grandchildren Justin Wiseman, Eric (Mary)
Wiseman, Sara (Daniel) Roy, Jared Slingerland;
great-grandchildren Connor, Brooke-Lyn and
Noelle; step-grandchildren Ryan Sullivan and
SaraSullivan; familiesof thelate Donald (Bonni€)
Wiseman, Laurence Ganung, George Ganung and
James (Beth) Marshall; siblings and families of
Betty (Ray) Townley, Roger (Barbara) Wiseman;
and his many Canadian relatives.

Hisextended family included many friendsand
staff who stayed close to him throughout hislife
and showed their love and respect for hismission
in life. His home was aways open to those in
need, especially Jm, Sue and Steve. He loved
sharing the family cottage with hisfamily, friends
and colleagues. The Friday Night Group were
treasured friends as were the Donlons, Barlows,
his colleague Dr. Lou Ando and loyal Assistant
Jackie Reardon.

He lived in Portland for 50 years before mov-
ing to Covenant Village of Cromwell in 2010
where he enjoyed the companionship of new
friends and helped start a CVOC Community
Partnership with Middlesex Community College.
He continued his passion for children’s mental
health and autism and mentored students from
Cromwell High School, who came twice weekly
to assist him. He leaves alegacy of being along-
time advocate for bringing people together to
work for the good of children and showing fami-
lies and students the importance of passion, tol-
erance, community and work ethic.

The family is grateful to Dr. Pascale, Dr.
O'Donoghue, the Pilgrim Manor staff and the
Hospice team, who took great care of him. The
family is also grateful to his many visitors from
all paths of hislife who came to honor him.

Calling hours will be held at The Cromwell
Funeral Home, 506 Main St., Cromwell, Mon-
day, Aug. 13, from 4-7 p.m. A memorial service
will be held at the Portland Congregational
Church, 554 Main St. Portland, Tuesday, Aug.
14, at 11 am. Buria will be at alater date.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Gilead Community Services, Inc. PO. Box 1000,
Middletown, CT 06457 attn: Lucy McMillan.

To share memories or send condolences to the
family, visit doolittlefuneral service.com.

East Hampton
Johann L. Pardi

Johann L. (Ferrigno)
(Draghi) Pardi, 81, of
East Hampton, wife of
John G. Pardi, died
Wednesday, Aug. 1, at
Hartford Hospital, sur-
rounded by family.
Born Jan. 14, 1937, in
Middletown, daughter
of the late Louis and
Lucy (Cavanna) Fer-
rigno, shewasraised in
East Hampton and had
lived in Glastonbury
many years before moving back to East Hampton.

Johann attended Holy Apostles Seminary in
Cromwell where she earned three degrees: aBA
in socia sciences, aMA in moral theology and a
post-master’s certificate in theology. Johann
taught CCD at St. Patrick Church in East Hamp-
ton for many years and was alector at St. Patrick
Church and St. Augustine Church in South
Glastonbury and St. Paul Church in Glastonbury.

Johann had alovefor life. She enjoyed gather-
ing with family and friends celebrating what life
had to offer. She loved making a difference in
lives of the children she taught. She worked in a
preschool program at Sisters of Our Lady of the
Garden for 34 years and was employed at KOCO
in East Hampton. She lived her life through her
faith. She touched many lives through her jour-
ney in life and will not be forgotten. We love you
Mom and we will miss you.

Besides her hushand sheissurvived by her two
children and their spouses, Heidi and James
Moody of Marlborough, L uke Pitcher-Draghi and
Edward Pitcher-Draghi of Burlington; two sisters,
Kathleen Anzalone of East Hampton, Frances
Samuelson and her husband Peder of Portland;
three grandchildren, Matthew and Rebecca
Moody and Evan Pitcher-Draghi; and several
nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws and friends.

She was predeceased by a son, Paul Draghi;
the father of her children, David Draghi; asister,
Paula Riley and her husband Harold; and a
brother-in-law, Tom Anzalone.

A specia thank you to Dr. Yaffee and the car-
ing team in the cardiac ICU at Hartford Hospital.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
Monday, Aug. 6, in St. Patrick Church, 47 W. High
St., (Route 66), East Hampton. Buria followed
in St. Augustine Cemetery, South Glastonbury.
Friendscalled at the Mulryan Funeral Home, 725
Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, Sunday, Aug. 5, from
2-5p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
madeto Holy Apostles College and Seminary, 33
Prospect Hill Rd., Cromwell, CT 06416.

For online condolences, visit mulryanfh.com.

Hebron
Rachel Carin Lawrence

Rachel Carin Law-
rence, 19, of Hebron,
beloved daughter of
Michael Lawrence and
Lynne Olson, ended her
life Friday, July 27, in
the early morning hours.
Rachel was born on
Nov. 19, 1998 in Man-
chester Hospital, atwo- ]
pound miracle baby. |

Rachel lived life to I
thefullest, never passing
up a challenge or adventure, be it dancing,
cheerleading, fishing, shooting gunswith her dad,
cliff-jumping, or just eating sushi with her friends.
She was a successful model with Tillet Studios
for 3+ years. She was larger than life on her so-
cial mediaaccounts, #Raynochill, where shewas
followed by her many “fans.” Rachel was an in-
credible artist, from painting portraits and mu-
rals to tattooing her friends. Rachel moved to
Florida in 2017 with her mom and was leaving
for the Navy to start her career asan MA in early
August.

Rachel will be remembered by her friends for
her constant tardiness as she perfected her make-
up, her 5' 11" height towering above all, her silly
videos and millions of selfies, her zany impres-
sions and her ability to make anyone laugh. She
was always kind and loyal. Rachel grew up sur-
rounded by family who love her dearly. Sheleaves
behind many broken hearts.

She is predeceased by her grampy Pete
Lawrence, her brother Kyle, and her sister
Marissa. Shealso leaves behind her older brother
Robert; her brother David, his girlfriend
Stephanie, and their four children, niecesArianna,
Victoria, Mia, and her nephew Wesley; her grand-
parents, Robert and Carol Olson of Glastonbury;
her grandmother, Sue LaBonne of East Hartford;
her mimi Claudette Hill of Georgia; her auntsand
uncles and five specia cousins, Gina, Danielle,
Samuel, Tobias and Noelle. She also |eaves be-
hind her beloved Boston Terrier, Daisy, of ten
years.

Friends called at the Mulryan Funeral Home,
725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, on Wednesday,
Aug. 8. A celebration of her life/memorial ser-
vice was held Thursday, Aug. 9, at Trinity Cov-
enant Church, 302 Hackmatack St., Manchester.
Buria was private.

In lieu of flowers, please honor Rachel and
make adonation to SuicidePreventionL ifeline.org
in her memory.

For online condolences, visit mulryanfh.com.

Colchester
Clifford Langdo

Clifford Langdo, 84,
of Colchester, passed
away Wednesday, Aug.
1, a Middlesex Hospi-
tal in Middletown, sur-
rounded by his loving
family. He was born in
Madawaska, Maine,
Aug. 7, 1934, a son of
thelateArthur and Delia
(Defour) Langdo.

He was also prede-
ceased by an infant
daughter, Debra Ann,
and five siblings. ).«

Heleavesto mourn hispassing hisbeloved wife
of 62 years, Monica; his son Gary and wife Joan
Langdo of Tolland; his daughter, Jeannine Garri-
son of Colchester; three granddaughters, whom
he adored, Marie Smith, Heidi Garrison and Jes-
sica Langdo; two great-grandchildren, Morgan
Larrabee and Calvin Smith; six siblings; and nu-
merous extended family members.

Cliff served his country in the U.S. Army In-
fantry. He retired from Colt Industries after 30
years. Cliff was a communicant of St. Andrew
Church in Colchester. He loved to be outdoorsin
any season. He especially enjoyed camping, hunt-
ing, fishing, or just sitting outside, enjoying abeer
and a cigar. Cliff will be remembered with love
by hisfamily for his strong work ethic, big heart,
willingness to help anyonein need, but most im-
portantly, for thelove and devotion he generously
gaveto all of them.

A memorial service was celebrated Thursday,
Aug. 9, directly at St. Andrew Church, 128 Nor-
wichAve., Colchester. The family greeted guests
followed by celebration of the funeral liturgy.
Burial will be private at alater date.

Donations in his memory may be made to the
Alzheimer’'s Association, alz.org.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester has been entrusted with care of these
services. For online condolences, visit aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.




From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

Over the weekend, my work email got a
pressrel ease from the Bob Stefanowski cam-
paign. It was a bulk email, sent to | imagine
mediaoutletsacrossthe state. The subject line
was eye-popping though: “Left Wing News-
paper Endorses Stemerman.”

Poor punctuation aside — “left-wing” re-
aly should've been hyphenated in that in-
stance—| wasintrigued. What newspaper was
hetalking about? So, for laughs, | opened the
press rel ease.

This dastardly left-wing rag Stefanowski
was talking about was....... The Hartford
Courant. The newspaper’s editorial staff on
Sunday endorsed David Stemerman for next
week’s Republican primary.

The endorsement obviously ruffled
Stefanowski’ sfeathers, but “left-wing news-
paper” ? The Courant? Really? | read alot of
the Courant’s coverage of variousitems, and
it'snever struck meas particularly left-wing.
Yes, it's not right-wing either, but it’s gener-
ally apretty fair read.

At least, that’s my viewpoint. It's clearly
not Stefanowski’s. The press release goes on
to quote Stefanowski as saying—and the ques-
tionable capitalization is his own — “While
David will surely brag about this endorse-
ment, Republicans around Connecticut don’t
want a candidate who is proud of appeasing
thesame Liberal editorial board that endorsed
failed Governor Dan Malloy, twice. While
David talksalot about being ‘ outside the box,’
he was just endorsed by the paper of record
for the Hartford Insiders.”

What does that even mean? “Paper of
record for Hartford Insiders’?1 mean, it'snot
like there's another Hartford-based newspa-
per. Although | admit to getting achuckle out
of “Hartford Insiders.” Theway Stefanowski
capitalized it, it sounds like it could be the
next minor-league hockey team.

The pressrel ease al so accuses Stemerman
of “catering his campaign to the tastes of lib-
eral editorial boards around Connecticut.” At
that point, | said, “Okay, enough.”

It was a nasty, insulting, condescending
attack ad in the form of a pressrelease. The
language was used in it was vitriolic, hyper-
bolic and all-too-reminiscent of the ugliness
we see from Republicans on the national
level.

If I wereinclined to vote for a Republican
in next week’s primary (amoot point as|’m
aregistered Democrat), I’ m not surewho I’d
choose but | know who | wouldn't, and that’s
Bob Stefanowski. There'senough of thenasty,
media-damming, bullying, insulting language
onthenational political scenethese days. We
don’t need to let it invade Connecticut.

* k% *

New road signs are apparently headed to
Andover this month, to let motorists know
there might be walkers, joggers and/or bicy-
clists on the road.

This prompted Andover resident Carol

Barton to reach out to meto let me know that,
while of course drivers need to be watchful,
that walkers, joggers and bicyclists need to
look out for driversaswell. Indeed, I’ ve seen
first-hand that they’re not always mindful of
this — especially bicyclists. I’ve seen people
on bikes blow through stop signs and red
lights, as if they have the right of way no
matter what. That's incredibly dangerous —
obviously for the bicyclists but also for mo-
torists.

Carol asked me to pass along this article
stating the “Rules of the Road” for those of
us who aren’t in cars. I'm happy to share it
because | do fedl it's a problem that needs to
be addressed before someone gets hurt, or
killed. Here are therules of the road she typed
up — and it would come in handy not just in
Andover but throughout the Rivereast area:

“Andover Town Crews will begin putting
road signsand pavement signson L ake Road.
Thesesignsareto alert driversthat there may
be walkers, joggers and/or bicyclists on the
road. BUT the people who want these “signs”
will not advise residents of the Rules of the
Road. They want drivers to watch out for
everyone, but what about the walkers, joggers
and bicyclists watching out for the drivers.

Here are the Rules of the Road required by
law to be followed by walkers, joggers and
bicyclists:

Bikers: Ride on the same side of the road
as traffic (under 12 can legally ride on side-
waks—whichwedon’t have). Obey ALL traf-
fic signs— Stop, One-Way, Yield, etc.

Walkers and Joggers: Walk/jog facing
traffic. Cross Safely —don’'t weave from side
to side. Walk/jog in asingle file. Be visible;
wear bright clothing — in winter reflective
items should be worn; Be aware of your sur-
roundings; If walking dogs, use ashort leash.

Many residentsthat use L ake Road and sur-
rounding lake roads to walk, jog or bike DO
NOT follow many of the above rules. Many
drivers come up upon residents who don’t
even know avehicleis behind them (they are
on the wrong side of the road), because they
are busy talking with friends, on their phone,
or walking two or more abreast. If they were
following the Rules of the Road they wouldn't
be surprised by a vehicle coming up upon
them.

Please review the above rules with your
family and make sure your kids understand
theimportant and safety these rulesmean. We
want our Town of Andover to be a safe and
happy place. Following the rules for riding
bikes, walking with friends and jogging for
your health are just as important as drivers
having to follow the Driving Rules of the
Road. Thanks for making Andover a safe
placeto live”

And thank you, Carol. Thisis sage advice
that we'd all do well to follow.

* *x %

See you next week.



