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Colchester native Robert Riddell, right, was among the seven victims of a tragic

plane crash at Bradley International Airport last week. His wife Debra, left,
remembered her husband on Facebook this week as “the best person I've ever

known.” Photo by Tony Chamberland

Colchester NativeAmong
Plane Crash Victims

by Karla Santos

For WorldWar |1 history buff Robert Riddell,
taking aride on avintage B-17 Flying Fortress
was truly an item for the bucket list. It would
be the perfect precursor to atrip to Normandy
next year for his 60th birthday.

Tragically, that trip to Normandy will never
come.

Riddell, aColchester native and East Granby
resident, was among the seven peoplewho died
when the World War |1-era bomber crashed at
Bradley International Airport last Wednesday,
Oct. 2.

Riddell had showcased his excitement about
the flight through a series of Facebook posts—
including one photo, taken from inside the
plane, which he posted mere minutes beforethe
fatal crash.

Riddell’s wife Debra accompanied him to
Bradley on that fateful day last week —and af-
ter the crash waited for crash survivors to be
identified. After learning her husband was not
among them, she took to Facebook and wrote,
“Words cannot express how devastated | am.”

“Rob was the best person I've ever known,”
she wrote. “He was my soul mate; | will miss
him beyond words can ever express. He loved
his children more than anyone could know and
the new grandson was the apple of hiseye. He
embraced my daughter and grandchildren and
loved them as his own. He was brilliant, lov-
ing, funny, reliable, compassionate and the best

man I've ever known. Theworld lost an amaz-
ing person today.”

According to the Hartford Courant, within
minutes of the B-17’s takeoff last Wednesday,
the crew radioed into air traffic control, saying
the plane was experiencing engine problems.
Upon attempting an emergency landing, the
plane hit approach lights about 1,000 feet from
the end of the runway, before crashing through
agrassy area, then onto the taxiway and into
an airport de-icing facility.

The plane burst into heavy flames brought
on by the aviation fuel aboard, the Courant re-
ported.

Riddell wasa1978 graduate of Bacon Acad-
emy, according to his obituary. He served asa
volunteer for the Colchester Hayward Junior
Fire Department and studied accounting at the
Morse School of Business. Riddell wasan em-
ployee at The Hartford Insurance Company —
and would have marked his 36th anniversary
with the company on Oct. 3. Riddell alsowould
have cel ebrated hisfourth wedding anniversary
with Debra on Oct. 18. The two met in 2011
and got married in 2015.

Reached by phone thisweek, East Hampton
resident Antoine “Tony” Chamberland,
Riddell’s brother-in-law, said the tragedy was
“just unreal ”

“He was probably one of the most amazing
people anyone can meet,” Chamberland said.

See Plane Crash Victims page 2

Colchester Scarecrows Come Back to the Green

by Karla Santos

Driving by the Colchester Green can offer a
unique experience this time of the year as the
20th annual scarecrow display isup, featuring
avariety of scary, funny and imaginative Hal -
loween-themed art pieces.

People can vote for their favorites through
an online survey. Jake Snyder, media coordi-
nator for the Col chester Business Association
(CBA), said that prizes are typically gift cer-
tificates to local merchants and will be
awarded for the scariest, funniest and most
imaginative.

Voting will be open until Oct. 25 and win-
ners will be notified Nov. 5. Votes can be cast
at surveymonkey.com/r/J5SN39LD.

Carl Guild & Associates have entered the
scarecrow contest for the first time.

Guild, the owner of the company, said he
wanted to enter the competition to get involved
with the community.

“We recently opened our Colchester office
inAugust and what better way to celebrate and
diveintotruly becoming apart of the Colchester
community than to enter into the Scarecrow
Contest on the Green,” Guild said.

Guild said histeam wanted to make their art
pieceascary one so they used thetheme“killer
realtors.”

“It is great to see local businesses coming
together to sharein thefestivities of the season

and putting on thisfun contest for the commu-
nity to enjoy,” Guild said. “We truly had fun
working together with our team to create our
display while also getting to connect with the
other businesses for this fun contest.”

Becky Scott, of Colchester Dental Group,
said the business has been participating in the
scarecrow contest for “quiteafew years.” Scott
worked on the project with dental assistant Julie
Carrier. She said they didn’t cater to any of the
categories, they just wanted to put adisplay up.

“Wejust wanted to do something cuterelated
to the denta field,” Scott said. “We felt just
doing traditional pumpkins would be easy
enough so wejust got some pumpkins and kept
coming up with more ideas and adding alittle
at atime as we started. We were happy with
the outcome. We just like to participate so it's
really not about winning for us, it's about be-
ing part of the Colchester community.”

Tom and Wendy Dempsey, owners of
Colchester Eye Care, aso entered their busi-
ness into the scarecrow contest. Their scare-
crow has the theme of a*“sight for sore eyes”

Wendy said shelikesto put up the scarecrow
because it’s a nice display to take children to.

“They love going and checking out the scare-
crows,” shesaid. “It'ssuch agood thing for the
community. | enjoyed doing it asamom when
my kidswerelittle. It'sfun doing it now think-

See Scar ecrows page 2
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Thlshappy guyfrom theCoIchester Bus nessAssociation |soneof many Scar ecrows
currently being displayed on the Town Green.
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Scarecrow dlsplaysfrom Carl Gwld & Assouat% left, and Colchester Dental Group, right, are also peppering the Town Green. From now through Oct. 25, people can
vote for their favorite displays, with the winners being notified Nov. 5.

Scarecrows cont. from Front Page
ing that other kidsand momsare doing the same
thing.”

Wendy said the business haswon the contest
in previous years and thisyear they would like
towin the “funniest” category.

The Dempseys, aong with their office man-

ager and Wendy’smom, were the onesthat cre-
ated the scarecrow.

The United Community and Family Services
(UCFS) in Colchester al so created ascarecrow.
Internsand staff members created the art piece,
hoping to win the most imaginative category.
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Robert and DebraRlddeII on thelr honeymoon in 2015 Debrawroteon Facebook

shortly after the crash that she will miss her husband “beyond words can ever

express.” Photo by Tony Chamberland
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Chamberland described Riddell as someone
who was “aways laughing,” “intelligent,”
“compassionate,” and “ always seemed happy,”
Chamberland said.

Chamberland also said that Riddell was the
type of personto “put others' needsbefore him-
self”

“He would not hesitate to help someone if
they were in need,” Chamberland added.

Chamberland said that when he got to know
Riddle, he knew “he was a perfect fit for my
sister,” he said.

Chamberland also recalled Riddell’slifelong
interestin World War |1 history. He said Riddell
even owned a vintage WWI1-era Jeep, which
he had picked up as a teenager and lovingly
restored.

“When he gave me aridein his Jeep for the
1st time| felt amost like akid,” Chamberland
said. “Those were fun timeswhich | will cher-
ish for the rest of my life”

Chamberland said that Riddell’s son will
drivethe Jeep to thefuneral and display it there.

Because of Riddell’s interest in WWII, he

went to Pearl Harbor as part of hishoneymoon.
Riddell also had plans to go to Normandy,
France next year, Chamberland said.

Chamberland also told the Rivereast that his
brother-in-law was a very dedicated person.

“1 know when Rob would put hismind to do
something he would do it with 110% effort,
even if he never did it before,” Chamberland
said. “He would methodically research it until
he was absolutely certain he could do it right
thefirst time. | absolutely admired the man.”

Chamberland said his family is thankful for
the support they have received from communi-
ties across the globe.

“Never put off something you were supposed
to do today with someoneyou loveor care about
until tomorrow,” Chamberland said. “Always
stick to your plans, because tomorrow is not
promised to any of us so we must cherish every
moment we have with the ones that we love.”

There will be a visitation hour today, Oct.
11, from 5:30-6:30 p.m., a The Lodge Com-
munity Chapel, 130 Deerfield Rd., Windsor. A
memorial service will follow, at 6:30 p.m.

Riddell’sfull obituary appears on page 33.

Ann Marie Maffuid, a marriage and family
therapist and the practice manager at the UCFS
Colchester office, said the scarecrow was cre-
ated in part asaway to reduce the mental health
stigma.

“1 think it's a great way for the community
to do something fun, to come together,” said
Maffuid. “I1t'sagreat way for local businesses
to be featured in sort of a fun way that’s not
soliciting people in anyway.”



Hebron Recognized Again for Financial Achievement

by Sloan Brewster

For 15 yearsrunning, the town has been rec-
ognized for excellencein financia achievement.

The Government Finance Officers Associa-
tion of the United States and Canada [GFOA]
awarded thetown for itscomprehensive annual
financial report [CAFR] with its Certificate of
Achievement, Town Manager Andrew Tierney
said last week.

“Its excellence in accounting practices and
that’s huge for a municipality,” Tierney said,
adding that many towns and cities do not do so
well.

According to a letter from Michele Mark
Levine, director of the Technical ServicesCen-
ter for the GFOA, to Finance Director Elaine
Griffin, the certificate is the highest form of
recognition in government accounting and fi-
nancia reporting and “its attainment represents
asignificant accomplishment,”

“Congratulationsfor having satisfied the high
standards of the program,” the letter goeson to
state. “We hope that your examplewill encour-
age othersin their effort to achieve and main-
tain an appropriate standard of excellence in
financial reporting.”

The town continued receipt of the award is
dueto auditorsfinding “nil or minimal” issues

because the town has appropriatefinancia poli-
cies in place and are adhering to government
principals, Tierney said.

“That’s pretty impressive when they're deal -
ing with taxpayer funds,” he said.

Tierney credited Griffin with the continuing
success. Griffin, in turn, credited her staff and
aconstant flow of communication from depart-
ment heads.

“There’'sawhole processtoit, so everybody
hasto be on the same page and make surewe're
managing taxpayer dollars,” she said.

The process is pretty much the same year to
year, Griffin said in aphone call Tuesday, add-
ing that there are some tweaks, based on new
standards incorporated each year by the gov-
ernment accounting standard board.

To qudify for theaward, thetown hasto con-
tinuously adhere to those requirements, she
said.

“It'swhat they interpret astrying to simplify
the report, so someone without an accounting
background can understand it,” she said.

The award isthe result of a positive audit of
the year's financial records, Griffin said. The
2018 fiscal year-end audit was completed in
December. The 2019 fiscal year-end auditisin

progress.

In addition to financia statements, Griffin
and her staff compile the demographics of the
town, including population numbers, the me-
dian age and salary of town employeesand resi-
dents, how many fireand police callstherewere
inagivenyear, how may parksthereareintown
and the number of town employees.

“It’'san extensive section in the audit,” Grif-
fin said. “It then ties to how we' re managing
taxpayer dollarsand the effectsto theresidents,
becauseit’s their tax dollars”

In addition, thetown must disclose the value
of all town infrastructure, which, according to
Griffin, isjust under $55 million. That includes
all town property, fixed assets and buildings,
such as the library, town offices, fire depart-
ments, schools, roads, sewer systems, natural
gas pipelines, parking lots and plow and dump
trucks.

“It's more than just what the annual operat-
ing budget is” Griffin said. “It’s not just num-
bers. It'salot of work to compile.”

The process, which startsin mid-to-late June,
includes alook at the town’s genera financia
ledger as well, and it must be properly main-

tained and all postsdone correctly, Griffin said.

While department heads maintain their own
budgets and are responsible for staying within
the bottom lines, everything flows through the
finance department, she said. The town has a
stringent policy on purchases that everyone
must follow with department heads authorized
to approve purchases under $3,000 and required
to get three quotes for anything over that
amount.

Anything $25,000 or more must go to bid,
she said.

The finance department, in turn, takes care
of expensesthat affect everyonein Town Hall,
such aspaying heating, electric and phonehills,
she said.

The department works closely with the tax
collector and assessor to assurethat all revenue
is accurately posted and that the numbers bal-
ance with the bank statements.

Auditors ook closely at every detail.

“They test everything assimple asa$35 pay-
ment as well as a $300,000 payment,” Griffin
said. “It'smanaging all of our records and mak-
ing surethat we are accountablefor everything
that we do with taxpayer dollars.”

Hebron Town Budget Could See Sharp Increase

by Sloan Brewster

Thetown of Hebron’s 2020-21 budget could
rise nearly $1 million.

The amount — discussed at a joint budget
meeting between the Boards of Finance, Se-
lectmen and Education onWednesday —reflects
the combined total of state Educational Cost
Sharing (ECS) reductionsand thefirst payment
for bonding for proposed new sewers and road
improvements.

The ECSreduction, which Board of Finance
member Malcolm Leichter estimated to be
about $440,000, will not be calculated into an
equivalent mill rate hike, Leichter said. Rather,
it will be offset by approximately $440,000in
unanticipated ECSfundinginthecurrentyear's
budget.

A new formula to calculate ECS funding,
passed by the state legislature in 2017, will
adjust how much towns get based on current
school enrollment numbers, he said. The town
had been receiving funding based on 2005 en-
rollment.

“Hebron, in 2005, was at 1,440 kids; now
we have 650, so obviously wewere getting way

too much money,” Leichter said.

The legislators' plan was to reduce alloca-
tions to towns getting too much over 10 years
until thefunding matches enrollment, L eichter
said. But last year, Gov. Ned Lamont proposed
making the change over five years.

Thetown, in turn, budgeted for the five-year
amount. Then, legislators nixed the governor’s
proposal, so now the town will be getting
$440,000 more than it anticipated, Leichter
said.

“We actually funded for a reduction of al-
most $900,000,” he said. “The mill rate is not
going to be affected by the $440,000 because
of the surplus.”

The sewer and road payment, on the other
hand, will trandlate to taxpayers, if they are
approved by voters, Leichter said.

In August, selectmen approved a $7.6 mil-
lion bonding proposal for new sewers, which
will go before voters at a special meeting on
Oct. 24 and then to referendum on Election Day
in November.

Built beginning in 1989, the sewer system

has a 40-year lifespan and has been showing
the signs of age since 2015, Kevin Kelly, di-
rector of public works, said.

“We've been experiencing expensiverepairs
and we had a concern for the conditions of the
stations and whether there was inflow of infil-
tration into the system,” he said.

In addition to the question on the sewer up-
grades, the November ballot will include aref-
erendum question on $2.4 million in road and
parking lot improvements, Leichter said.

Thefirst-year payment on the bonds will be
$490,000, he said. That translates to approxi-
mately two-thirds of amill, whichis$790,000.

Other itemsthat could impact the budget in-
clude tree cutting, according to Board of Se-
lectman Chairman Dan Larson, who, during the
meeting, said there were many dead trees
throughout town, including on private property,
that are within reach of power lines.

Board members discussed ways of keeping
costs down, including by finding efficiencies
and regionalizing services, including education,

which Selectman John Collins said the town
should look into.

“1f we don't, it's going to be pushed on us,”
he said.

Collins recommended creating a task force
tolook at the possibility of regionalization, but
Larson pointed out that that was the education
board’spurview.

Board of Education Chairman Heather Petit
said the district shares services with other dis-
tricts, including busing and food services.

Larson pointed out that in recent years the
budget has been “basicaly flat” and said he
would not like that to change.

“1’d rather not have much inthe way of added
expenseto taxpayers,” hesaid. “We'resolid and
prudent over the last number of years. | think
it'swiseto stay with that, in my opinion.”

The joint meeting will be held again in No-
vember after the election, in order to give new
members a chance to weigh in on the discus-
sion. It is tentatively scheduled for Thursday,
Nov. 21, at 7 p.m.

Class Size Discussion Yields Tear s from Andover Parents

by Sloan Brewster

The Andover Board of Education has tabled
adiscussion on class size policy after parents
converged on Wednesday’s meeting pleading
that the fifth-grade class at Andover Elemen-
tary School be split in two.

Parent after parent — mostly mothers, sev-
eral of whom were in tears — in the standing
room only meeting said their children should
not be subjected to a 23-student classroom,
which they said was how many students were
in the single fifth-grade class.

They cited concentration issues, overcrowd-
ing, students having difficulty hearing and alack
of help for the classroom teacher LisaHopkins
aspart of the problem. Meanwhile, they lauded
Hopkinsfor ajob well done.

“Thisisagreat school. It's sad to seewhat's
happening; my child is miserable. He doesn’t
want to cometo school,” Kristin Solloway said.
“It'stoo cramped in the room. It’shard to con-
centrate.”

Solloway and other parents said other schools
had part time help in classrooms.

“We don’t have that here,” she said.

Amid the concerns over the crowded class-
room, parents pointed to the proposal to con-
vert the third- and fourth-grade wing at the
school into a senior center, saying they need
those rooms.

“We can’'t have a shared space,” Solloway
said. “We don't have a classroom.”

Solloway recommended moving theart room
to thewing.

She was not alone. Other parents chimed in
ontheissue, saying putting seniorsin thewing
would reduce the student’s safety and security.

Last October, selectmen closed the old
firehouse on Center Street, which had been used
asasenior center and for meeting spacefor the
town, when air quality tests confirmed what
folks around town have said they have known
for decades —it isinfested with mold.

The school board offered the wing as poten-
tial space for the seniors due to declining en-
rollment and plans to empty it out.

Erin Boris said she had concerns about the
decision to empty the wing, which was done
beforethe school year began and called theidea
to put the senior center there “ludicrous.”

JessicaRickert said “random people” would
have access to the school grounds.

“The people driving the seniors, who's
vetting them?Who' swalking around campus’
she said. “It just terrifies me that anyone can
drive around the campus and drop their senior
off and look, a 3-year-old... and gone.”

Board of Selectmen vice chairman Adrian
Mandeville aso attended the meeting, inform-

ing the board that selectmen, at last week’s
meeting had decided not to move forward on
the plan to move the senior center to the wing.

Later inthe meeting, when the board opened
discussion on the matter, Mandeville chimed
in to clarify that selectmen had not simply
tabled the matter, as education board chairman
Shannon Louden thought, but that they were
not moving on it at all.

“You don’'t have extra space right now so |
don’t understand how you can move forward
onthis,” he said. “We had a meeting with [ Su-
perintendent of Schools Sally Doyen] and Sally
basically explained that you don’'t have any
extra classrooms besides that wing.”

The board did not discuss the matter further
and decided to table talks on the class size
policy until next month.

“There'salot more discussion that needs to
happen from us,” Board member Steven Fuss
said.

* k %

Some parents at the meeting al so raised con-
cerns about bullying at the school.

Rebecca Lascko said a student had slapped
her daughter. She accused school officias of
not believing the girl and not adequately pun-
ishing the child who did it, saying the lunch-

time time-out consequence was not sufficient.

Shealso said another student tried to kissher
daughter and she was not pleased with the
school’s response about that.

“Of course, if she stayed in the seat rather
than leaning in the aisle, this wouldn’t have
happened,” Lascko said she was told.

Another parent echoed Lascko's concerns,
saying that consequences are not equivalent to
the actions of bullies and that the administra-
tionis“unsupportive” of parentswho complain
their children are bullied.

“1 get nowhere and feel attacked,” she said.

Principal John Briody said no parent had
submitted a bullying complaint, which should
be in writing and include dates and times of
incidents. He said the administration would
investigate any complaint submitted.

Briody added that said if parentsdo not agree
with what the administration findsinitsinves-
tigations, they can appeal the matter to the state.

Lascko said she had discussed her situation
with the administration several times and had
never been told to file acomplaint in writing.

“Atwhat point am | allowed to pull my child
out of school because she doesn’t feel safe?’
she said. “If somebody can provide me with
my next step, | really want to know that.”



Shilosky Faces Bylone in Colchester Debate

by Karla Santos

Land conservation, economic development,
vaping and opioids were among the topicsdis-
cussed at thefirst selectman’sdebate which was
held on Monday at Bacon Academy.

First Selectman Art Shilosky, whoisrunning
for histhird term as a Republican, squared off
against Mary Bylone, a Democrat who has
served on the Board of Education since 2017.

The debate was hosted by the Bacon Acad-
emy Young Democrats, Colchester Young Re-
publicansand the Bacon Academy Debate Club.

The debate included 14 questions that were
prepared in advance and asked by the students
during the debate. For each question, a candi-
date had 90 seconds to answer and the oppo-
nent had two minutesto respond. Then the can-
didate who initially took the question had 30
seconds for a fina response. Each candidate
was offered 90 seconds for opening and clos-
ing remarks.

Students asked thefirst selectman candidates
their thoughts on vaping and opioid use — and
what their plan is to help reduce them in
Colchester.

Shilosky said vaping should be banned. “We
have too many incidents, too many deaths,” he
said. “Vaping has just come out to be a very
serious, serious problem.”

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, asof Oct. 1, 1,080 lung injury cases asso-
ciated with using e-cigarette, or vaping, prod-
ucts have been reported from 48 states and 1
U.S. territory — and 18 deaths have been con-
firmed in 15 states.

When it comesto opioid abuse, Shilosky also
said the town needs to appropriate funds for
programsto addressit —asthereare” too many”
struggling withit.

“1f you help one child or one person get off
thedrugsor not take drugs, we' ve done our job,”
he said. “But one is not enough. We have too
many.”

Bylone, whoisanurseand hasover 30 years
of experience in the health care industry, said
she has cared for patients that have had over-
doses. She said the town needs more services
related to mental health and access to social
services. Bylone said she acknowledges that
society needs opioids but said the epidemic
comes from the misuse of these drugs.

“Opioidsare necessary,” Bylonesaid. “1 don’t
know about you but if you've had atotal knee
replacement | don’t think you want Tylenol. So
the thing is these drugs that are being used in

some ways fit into our society. They are just
being misused. Thisisamuch bigger problem
than just having accessto these medsor vaping.”

Bylone said the issue needs to be studied
further to find out why people are turning to
opioidsand vaping and added that “ thisisnot a
Colchester problem by itself” but part of a“na-
tional epidemic.”

Another question asked by the students was
what the candidates' plans were to foster eco-
nomic development in Colchester.

While Bylone focused her answer on hiring
an economic devel opment specialist, Shilosky
said the community needs to be more engaged
in terms of supporting the businessesin town.

“It's important that the community support
the businessesin town and | know they don’t,”
Shilosky said. “We can all work together. We
can support the town, we can support the people
that are doing business in town and then we
can talk it up and say okay what can we do to
build astore that we don’'t have, astore that we
need?’

Bylone said economic development is*“key”
toalot of the challengesthat Colchester faces.
She said she wants to be able to market what
thetown hasto offer to both town’s people and
individuals and businesses from out of town.

In addition, the students wanted to hear what
the candidates’ plan to rehab and expand the
existing homes and store fronts of the town.

Shilosky answered by saying that one of the
problemsin Colchester is“we are small.”

“We have approached ShopRite, Aldi, anum-
ber of chains, restaurants,” Shilosky said. “The
first thing they do isthey go out and they do a
marketing analysis to find out whether if they
spend $2 million to put astore up, whether they
are going to get areturn on their investment.
That’s where our problem lies right now.”

Bylone, on the other hand said she didn’t
want to focus on what she couldn’t do but on
what could be done.

“As first selectman I’'m not going to throw
my hands up in the air and say what we can’t
do,” Bylone said. “I’m going to say | hear the
peoplewho say they need more selections, more
optionshereintown. Asfirst selectman my plan
for that would betoidentify with the economic
development commission what are the oppor-
tunities for businesses, where are those empty
spaces and where are some opportunities for
growth?’

The students al so wanted to know the candi-

Mary Bylone, left, squared off against incumbent First Selectman Art Shilosky in
adebate Monday at Bacon Academy. It wasa civil affair, though —and thetwo were

all smiles afterward.

dates' thoughts on land conservation, which
Shilosky said was “very important for this
town.”

“We want to grow but we don’t want to lose
the rural atmosphere that we have now,”
Shilosky said.

Bylone took the time to praise the work the
town has already done to preserve the land.

“There's so much that we could do and it
doesn’t have to be about raising taxes and find-
ing money,” Bylone said. “The Colchester Land
Trust has done phenomenal work at preserving
land. Look at our right to farm that we have
here. We have alot of local farmsthat are pre-
serving their heritage, some of thesefarmshave
been in their families for quite along time”

Both Bylone and Shilosky agreed that the
residents need to be actively involved in the
town for its success.

“1 believe that the town offers many, many
opportunities for anybody that wantsto get in-
volved,” Shilosky said. “I think the key is get

the peopleinvolved.”

“1 think it starts by creating opportunities
for peopleto comeforward,” Bylonesaid. “Not
just to be president but to feel that your voice
matters.”

When the students asked the candidates if
there were any issues that were not discussed
that night that they felt were important to the
town, Shilosky said hedidn’t have an answer —
but quipped, “I know Mary does.”

Indeed, she did.

“Mary’sanswer comesfrom thefact that I've
beenlistening,” Bylone said. “What you'vetold
me is you are concerned about safety. You are
concerned about police coverage, the paramedic
coverage. You're concerned about the ability to
have safe playing fields and enough of them
for our children. You've told me you are con-
cerned about the senior center and whether it's
really going to happen or not.”

Shilosky and Bylone will be competing for
thefirst selectman seat on the Nov. 5 elections.

Portland Resident’s Housing Plan
Causes Concern with Neighbors

by Michelle Richmond

Portland resident Corey Anne Armstrong’'s
proposed housing plan at her residence located
at 422 Main St. has some arearesidentsin an
uproar.

According to her website: buildinghope.net,
Armstrong is hoping to open “Building Hope,”
a“home for sober living,” a concept, which is
drawing alot of criticism —and concern from
her neighbors.

While Armstrong had originally registered
her residence“Painted Lady -1,” asanAir B&B,
investigation by Zoning Enforcement Officer
Dan Bourret reveal ed that she has been operat-
ing it as such “without a zoning permit.”

Bourret issued her acitation on Oct. 4, stat-
ing that “the use of this house as a bed and
breakfast without zoning approval is violation
of Portland Zoning Regulation Section 1.6.”

Shewas advised to “ cease operating the bed
and breakfast and obtain the “ proper permits.”

Armstrong responded via email that Build-
ing Hope—Women's Recovery “isfor afamily
or individual who have experienced arange of
challenges affecting their ability to flourish in
acommunity. Her email states that these chal-
lenges may range from “recovering from sub-

stance use disorders, post-incarceration transi-
tion, or combat veteran re-entry issues, toahis-
tory of trauma, abuse and homel essness.”

Armstrong, a single mother with eight chil-
dren said that she plans to move to Haddam —
for personal reasons—and that sheiscurrently
living between two residences.

“1 love my home and | don’t want to give it
up,” she said. “I want to be able to keep it so
that my kids can have it someday.”

She claimed that while she had originally
applied for the Air B&B permit and paid the
fee, when she went to renew the permit, she
was told by town officials that it had never ac-
tually gone through.

“A while back Air B& B offered ahome im-
provement loan, which | took them up on,” she
said. “According to the terms, half of every
booking hasto go back to them until that loan
has been paid off. | was under the impression
that | had to maintain thelisting until | paid off
theloan,” which iswhy it's till up.

“It appears that there’s still an Air B&B be-
ing operated, even though the owner had come
in and pulled that permit,” said First
Selectwoman Susan Bransfield. “We've gotten

many, many complaints from residents about
her proposed plan. It's something we're |ook-
ing into.”

Armstrong stated that she plans to model
“woman-only” Building Hope after the “ Ox-
ford House” concept, a “self-run,” self-sup-
ported recovery homes, which were established
in 1975 in Silver Spring, Md.

“Under the Oxford House plan, residents
would pay weekly into a pot into an account
we will open for the house,” she said. “They
would manage the house and pay al of the bills
fromthat, although technically I'd still be pay-
ing the mortgage, taxesetc. so | guessyou could
say that'd I’d be semi-managing it as I'll still
be writing the checks.”

Armstrong stated that she “may have some-
oneliving on site.

“1 have someone in mind who would belike
asuperintendent, fixing things, etc. It won't be
like atypical sober house with a house mother
keeping tabs on things.”

She is hoping to work in conjunction with
Trinity Church minister the Rev. Philip
Bjornberg’s Follow Me Home sober house for
men.

“1 reached out to Pastor Phil and told him
about my idea,” she said. “He said that he
had been praying to have a sister home for
women. It looks like things are falling into
place. We're hoping to model it after his
house across the street and we'll have the
same board of directors.

Armstrong stated that while her planis“go-
ing seamlessly” from the B&B to Building
Hope. Plans are to open the sober house on
Nov. 2.

“1 think there was some mis-communica-
tion,” she said. “It was never my intention to
mislead anyone. | think I’ve been open all
along.”

Bourret said that heis “still trying to square
all the facts and talk to the necessary people”

“I'm not sure if this falls under a zoning
matter or not,” he stated. “I’ m gathering infor-
mation to see how to proceed with thisand try-
ingtodrill down and get al thefacts. I’ m prob-
ably going to have some questionsfor her.”

Aninformational session on Building Hope
took placelast night, Oct. 10, after presstime,
at Trinity Episcopa Church. Look for a story
onitin next week’'s Rivereast.
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Isabelle Mayer turned 103 years young this W, and was appropriately feted

with a party at Marlborough Health & Rehabilitation Center.

Woman Celebrates 103 with
Friendsand Family in Marlborough

by Karla Santos

Wednesday was arainy day, but at Marlbor-
ough Health & Rehabilitation Center the sun
shined for aresident who celebrated her 103rd
birthday with friends and generations of her
family.

|sabelle Mayer wasborn on Oct. 9, 1916. She
enjoyed birthday presentsand lunch onWednes-
day, while surrounded by five out of six of her
siblingswho aretill living and many other fam-
ily and friends.

Mayer was born and raised in South
Glastonbury. She was born in a family of 16
children where she was one of 13 girls.

Mayer was 19 years old when she got mar-
ried for the first time. She had three children,
two of whom are still living.

She said shewas happy to turn 103 and gives
“al the credit to God,” she said.

She was part of her first husband's journey
opening four churchesin Connecticut and two
in Maine, she said.

Mayer and Joe Wagner were married for 48
years. Then he passed away and she was a
widow for seven years. Shewaslater introduced
toanother “ Christian man,” she said. That man
was Walter Mayer, who had the opportunity of
preaching with Billy Graham, she said.

She lived for two years in Brazil with her
son, where she celebrated her 100th birthday.
She said she then cameto live at Marlborough
Health & Rehabilitation Center after she heard
someone speak highly of it.

“I"'m very happy here,” Mayer said.

Mayer shares aroom with one of her sisters
that celebrated life with her at Marlborough
Health & Rehabilitation Center.

Also at the celebration was Frances Brown,
who met Mayer through church.

“She'sjust great to be around,” Brown said.
“It’s great to see somebody that old.”

Jerry Zabiski, a niece of Mayer was also at
thebirthday party with her husband and Mayer’'s
grandson Jeff Sonnichsen.

Whilethey have many memorieswith Mayer,
Sonnichsen said she* made great chocolate chip
cookies.”

He added that she is always happy, likesto
talk and cares about everybody.

Allison Schmauder, director of admissions
and marketing at Marlborough Health & Re-
habilitation Center told the Rivereast in an email
that Mayer “requires very little assistance, she
walksaround, dresses sharp and goes out shop-
ping with her friends.”

Search for Portland School
Superintendent Begins

by Michelle Richmond

About adozen residents, aswell as Board of
Education members and First Selectwoman
Susan Bransfield, attended thefirst of two “Your
Voice Matters” sessions at Portland High
School Tuesday night to kick off the search for
the town’s next school superintendent.

Current Superintendent of Schools Philip
O’ Rellly, who has held thisposition since 2014,
isplanning toretire after the current school year.

Search consultant Dr. Joseph V. Erardi Jr.,
who is working with the school board, facili-
tated the meeting at the Portland High School
library and encouraged parents to share their
insight on hiring the next superintendent.

Erardi wasthe superintendent of schoolsfor
Newtown from 2014 to 2017. During his ten-
ure, he was recognized as Connecticut’s 2017
Superintendent of the Year, the Connecticut
PTA 2016 Superintendent of theYear, and Cen-
tral Connecticut State University 2017 Admin-
istrator of theYear, and chosen asan American
Association School Administrator executive
officer representing superintendents acrossthe
country.

The search for anew superintendent will be
going nationwide and advertisements for the
position are slated to run from Dec. 2, 2019
until Jan. 3, 2020. Thefirst round of interviews

will be held the weeks of Jan. 13 and 20. The
second round will take place the week of Jan.
27, with the new superintendent being ap-
pointed the week of Feb. 3.

Erardi said that he expected to have anywhere
from 25-30 candidates for the position.

“My rolewill beto sharethe candidateswith
the school board, but the BOE will have the
final say,” he said.

When asked what parents were hoping for
and what their concerns were when it came to
the next superintendent and school issues, re-
sponsesranged from wanting to keep classsizes
down, having parents' voices heard, and hav-
ing asuperintendent with a“hands-on” attitude.
They also said Portland is a “tight-knit com-
munity” and that involvement in the commu-
nity isimportant.

Parents agreed that they wanted “communi-
cation to be visible,” and wanted the kids to
know who the superintendent is.”

“Every superintendent we've had in the past
has been a hard worker, and as a community,
we expect that,” said Bransfield. “Whoever we
get in the future has to be very involved.”

The next informational meeting is set for
Thursday, Nov. 14, at 7 p.m., at the PHS li-
brary. Parents are encouraged to attend.

East Hampton

Police News

9/30: Terence Joyce, 51, of 108 Mott Hill Rd.,
was arrested and charged with second-degree
failureto appear and interfering with an officer,
East Hampton Police said.

Also, police said, from Sept. 23-29, officers
responded to 14 medical calls, five motor ve-
hicle crashes and 12 alarms, and made 19 traf-
fic stops.

Portland Farm Brewery and
Brew Pub Regulations Changed

by Michelle Richmond

A Planning and Zoning Commission public
hearing recently on whether or not Portland
would be allowed to havefarm breweriesto sell
beer, host tastings and hold events in certain
residential and business zones, resulted in new
regulations to go into effect as of Oct. 14.

The proposed change was prompted by a
request from the Economic Devel opment Com-
mission in 2018 for the town to consider up-
dating their regulationsto allow for the burgeon-
ing craft beer market.

A farm brewery is defined as a farm of at
least five acresthat manufacturersand sellsbeer.
According to previousregulations, aparcel had
to be officialy recognized as a“farm” by the
tax assessor in order to qualify.

Residents had been concerned about theim-
pact of having such breweriesin residential ar-
eas and the resulting increase in traffic.

Zoning Enforcement Officer Dan Bourret
said that it wasimportant to protect residential
areas by requiring aspecia permit for any farm
brewery.

“We needed to put something on the books
inorder to dothis,” he stated. “ Farm breweries
are all the rage and we came up with wording
that somewhat mirrored the winefarm language
we have for that. We tried to be consistent.”

Bourret said that one of the concerns ex-
pressed by several residents was having farm
breweries along residential “back roads’ and
their exact locations will have to addressed in
thefuture.

“We don’t want people going to drinking
establishments and then drink and drive home
on these roads,” he noted. “If they border on

[routes] 17, 17A or 66, which are major roads,
this would alleviate people’s concerns about
driving home on back roads”

Land Use Administrator Ashley Majorowski
explained that the exact location of the farm
breweries will be addressed in the future.

“After Oct. 14 if someone appliesfor afarm
brewery permit, aslong as they meet the five-
acre minimum and the PA 490 [farm tax sta-
tus], they can open anywhere,” she said. “Be-
cause of concerns addressed at the public hear-
ing, this may change and will have to be ad-
dressed at another public hearing in the future.”

The PZC aso changed the regulations con-
cerning brew pubs in Portland, allowing them
to operatein industrial and commercial zones,
effective Oct. 14.

A brew pub is defined as a restaurant that
sells beverages brewed on the premises. These
would be alowed to open only in the town’s
business and industrial zones.

Planning and Economic Devel opment Coor-
dinator Mary Dickerson stated that the town has
not yet received applications for brew pubs.

“When wefirst put forward the text amend-
ment, we had interest from acouple of people,
but we've gotten nothing yet as far as applica-
tions” she said.

“Previously, brew pubs and taverns weren't
allowed but now they are,” Dickerson said.
“They'rejust going to haveto bein businessor
industrial zones.”

“We didn’t want to hold up the approval on
these regulations,” Bourret added. “So, we
passed the regul ation and we may haveto tweak
them in the future”



Obituaries

Col chester
Edward Thomas Caffegan

Edward Thomas
Caffegan, 82, of Col-
chester, passed away
peacefully Thursday,
Oct. 3, at Hartford Hos-
pital. He was the be-
loved husband of Bar-
bara  (L'Heureux)
Caffegan. Ed was born
in Hartford March 13,
1937, the son of Edward
and Rose Caffegan, and
later had a close rela-
tionship with hisstepfa-
ther, Sylvio Aube.

He grew up in Hartford, and became an All-
State High School football player at Bulkeley
High School and in 2015 was inducted into the
Bulkeley High School Athletic Hall of Fame. He
was awarded an athletic scholarship to Michigan
State University and was amember of the Michi-
gan State football team from 1955-56. Ed was
senior traffic engineer with the Connecticut De-
partment of Transportation from 1958 until his
retirement in 1992. He was manager and presi-
dent of the East Hartford Little League for sev-
eral years.

Ed was an avid gardener, focusing on growing
beautiful rosesand was amember of the Connecti-
cut Rose Society for many years. He and Barbara
enjoyed biking, hiking, and cross-country skiing.
As members of the West Highland White Terrier
Society of Connecticut, they enjoyed the club’s
many activities with their dog Duffy.

Besides his wife Barbara, of 62 years, Ed is
survived by his three children, Lori George and
her husband John, of Grain Valley, Mo., Deborah
Brown and her husband Shannon of East Hart-
ford, and Steven Caffegan of East Hartford; seven
grandchildren, Leah Brown Wilkins and her hus-
band Garrett, Madison Brown, Arianna Brown,
Eddie George, Allison George, Jennifer George
and Steven Caffegan. He also leaves behind his
sister, Linda Dineen; his sister-in-law, Cynthia
Laviola and her husband Miguel; several nieces
and nephews; and many dear friends.

Ed was predeceased by his sister Patricia
Schweighoffer and her husband Michael, and his
brother-in-law Tom Dineen.

Ed'slovefor hiswife, children, grandchildren,
family and friends was without measure. Hetrea-
sured them all of his life and words cannot ex-
press how much he will be missed.

Calling hours were Wednesday, Oct. 9, at the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home in Colchester.
A funeral Mass was held Thursday, Oct. 10, at
St. Andrew Catholic Churchin Colchester. Burid
followed at Cedar Hills Cemetery in Hartford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the American Rose Society at rose.org.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

East Hampton
William Frederick Wolf

William Frederick
Wolf (Bill), born Jan.
15, 1958, passed away
unexpectedly on
Wednesday, Sept. 11, at
age 61, from complica-
tions with heart surgery
in Huntsville Hospital,
Huntsville, Ala. Bill was
the son of Jack and Dor-
othy Wolf and the third
of eight children.

Bill issurvived by his
mother, Dorothy Wolf;
sisters, Susan Anderson (Gary), Cathy O’ Hearn
(Marvin), Sharon Wolf and Heidi Bystrek (Ed-
ward); brothers, Thomas Wolf, Robert Wolf and
Rick Wolf (Dori); along with 16 nieces and neph-
ews and 12 great-nieces and nephews.

Bill will be missed by his extended southern
family and friends — especialy BJ Brown, Cra-
vens and Ace Gibbs, Kathy Tribbles and all at
River Pine Farm, Huntsville, Ala

Bill wasa 1976 graduate of East Hampton High
School, East Hampton, and then began his life-
long career and true calling as a horseman. Bill
taught horsemanship to students of all ages in
Tennessee and Alabamafor closeto 40 years. As
amember of the Alabama Hunter Jumper Asso-
ciation, Bill was involved with clinics and horse
show judging.

A memoria servicewas held Saturday, Oct. 5,
for Bill's friends and professional family at
Brownland Farm, Franklin, Tenn. A memorial
servicefor family and friendsin Connecticut will
take place at St Patrick Church, East Hampton,
Saturday, Oct. 26, beginning at 10 am., with a
Massat 11 am.

Bill was an advocate for al animals and na-
ture. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to the organization of the giver's choice or to:
HuntsvilleAnimal Shelter, 4950 TrianaBlvd SW,
Huntsville, AL 35805.

East Hampton
Barbara VVoelker
Barbara “Bobbie” 5 = 1

Voelker 87, passed '="
away peacefully Friday, *
Oct. 4. Born in 1931, !
shewasthe daughter of .
Harold Sr. and Marion = | "a "Ei'f
Betty (Beach) Clark of

] %
East Haven. -] il f-

After graduating East ! = {‘:;'
Haven High School, ™ i‘
Barbara went on to P o \
study Pharmacy at the
University of Connecti-
cut. In 1953, shemarrledtheloveof her life, Hunt
and moved to East Hampton. Together for 66 years
they raised their two sons. She originally worked
at Hitchcock’s Pharmacy as East Hampton'sfirst
femal e pharmacist, then at Sage-Allen Pharmacy
in Hartford, beforeretiring from Thatcher’s Phar-
macy.

She loved to cook and enjoyed many hand-
crafts, including pottery, basketry and weaving.
Most summer days you would find her tending
her gardens of both flowers and vegetables that
she loved.

Barbarais predeceased by her parents, and her
brother Harold Clark Jr. She is survived by her
sister Marion of East Haven, and her brother Cliff
(Pam) of Milford and sister Judy (Craig) Peterson
of Middletown.

She leaves her two sons, Martin (Pat) Voelker
and Gregory (Christine) Voelker, both of East
Hampton; four grandchildren, James, Megan and
Cody Voelker, and Mara Owens, al of who will
miss her dearly.

Barbarawasalongtime member of the Haddam
Neck Covenant Church where today, Oct. 11, at
11 am., amemorial service will be held to cel-
ebrate her life and accomplishments, a reception
will follow at the Church, friends and family are
welcome.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to
either the Haddam Neck Covenant Church, 17
Haddam Neck Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424 or
the East Hampton Volunteer Fire Department, 3
Barton Hill, East Hampton, CT 06424.

Gilead
Philip Searle FarnSNorth 1

Philip Searle Farns-
worth 11, 80, of Gilead,
died peacefully sur-
rounded by his children
Wednesday, Sept. 25.
He was born Feb. 14,
1939 to the late Philip
Searle and Dorothy
(Monarque) Farns-
worth.

Phil spent his child-
hood in Glastonbury.
He is survived by his
son, Philip Searle
Farns-worth 111 of Gilead; his daughters, Pamela
Farnsworth Jones of Hertfordshire, England, Julie
Ann Farnsworth of Willimantic, and Kristine
Marie Farnsworth of Lebanon. Healso leaves his
beloved sister, Mrs. Donna Indomenico of South
Windsor; his grandchildren, Dean, Madisyn and
Peynton; a great-granddaughter, Allura; and
nieces and nephews.

Phil was a graduate of Glastonbury High
School Class of 1957. Phil worked as a carpenter
in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Jersey.
He was a member of the New England Regional
Carpenters Union Local Union No. 43. Phil will
be greatly missed by hisfriendsat Colchester Fish
and Game Club of which he was a member and
equally missed by his friends and colleagues at
Blackledge Country Club where he was em-
ployed. Phil had astrong presencein hiscommu-
nity and was often the “go-to” man for help and
support. Hewas alifelong lover of dogs, a Frank
Sinatra enthusiast and a sportsman.

Phil’s infectious smile could light up a room.
He will be dearly missed but never forgotten.

A memorial servicewill be held Saturday, Oct.
19, at 11 am., at Gilead Congregational Church,
672 Gilead St., Gilead. A graveside service will
take place at alater date.

Colchester
Robert G. Riddell

Robert G. Riddell,
59, of East Granby, be-
loved husband of Debra
A. (Chamberland) Rid-
dell, passed away tragi-
cally Wednesday, Oct. 2,
at Bradley International
Airport. Born in Mid-
dietown April 2, 1960,
son of the late Robert
James and Joann Mae
(Boson) Riddell, hewas
raised in Colchester and
wasagraduate of Bacon
Academy, Class of 1978.

While growing up in Colchester, Rob served
as avolunteer with the Colchester Hayward Jun-
ior Fire Department from 1975-78. After high
school, Robert continued his education at the
Morse School of Business, where he studied ac-
counting and graduated in 1983. Rob started his
career a The Hartford Insurance Company and
would have celebrated 36 yearswith the company
on Oct. 3. Throughout his career he worked in
several departments and most recently had served
as asenior business analyst for reinsurance I T.

A World War 1l history buff, he was 17 years
old when he and his father purchased and began
restoration of a 1942 Ford GPW Jeep. He spent
many years restoring the Jeep and attending car
shows. Over the last several decades, Rob pro-
vided rides to World War 11 veterans in his Jeep
for Simsbury, Tariffville and Granby parades. He
was a member of the Connecticut Military Ve-
hicles Collectors, serving as secretary in 2005,
and theValley Collector Car Club serving astrea-
surer from 2007-10.

He enjoyed working with his hands and there
wasn't anything he couldn’t do or fix. He was a
walking encyclopedia of knowledge. He was
known for his quick wit, warm smile, cam na-
ture, intelligence, bear hugs, selflessness, love of
life, and lovefor hisfamily. He was always there
for his family, co-workers, and friends, and he
wasan excellent listener and aways offered sound
advice.

Music was alarge part of hislife. He enjoyed
attending concerts, the most recent, Aerosmith
Deuces are Wild. His love of music was passed
down to his son Bryan who enjoyed attending
concerts with his father. He shared a love of
Disney with his daughter Rebecca and was [ook-
ing forward to experiencing the thrill of attend-
ing Walt Disney World in April for his grandson
Zachary's second birthday. The birth of his first
grandchild, Zachary Robert, gave him so much
joy. The project he was most recently working on
was restoring a vintage Jeep pedal-push car for
Zachary, to be amirror image of Pop Pop’s 1942
GPW. Rob'’s greatest regret would be that Zack
will never know his grandfather.

Rob and Deb met as soulmates in 2011 and
married in 2015 and were about to celebrate their
fourth wedding anniversary on Oct. 18. They built
amarriage that was filled with love, respect and
happiness — that they both knew would last for-
ever. Two people couldn’t be any more compat-
ible. They were best friends and what they called
an “effective team.” They enjoyed working on
home projectstogether and camping intheir travel
trailer. They looked forward to their retirement in
North Carolina, where they purchased 10 acres
at thefoothills of the beautiful Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. Hewarmly welcomed his stepdaughter Jes-
sica and step-grandchildren, Alyssa and Sophia,
al of whom will miss him tremendously.

Rob loved spending good quality timewith his
brothers Gary and Jim, especially going to the
Yard Goats games during the summer. Rob’s En-
glish Springer Spaniels, Molly and Brooke, will
miss him terribly; he loved the dogs as much as
they loved him.

Rob’sbucket list wasn’t long but very near and
dear to hisheart. He had the opportunity to expe-
rience thetotal solar eclipsein 2017 — something
that profoundly touched his soul. In 2015, Rob
and Deb spent part of their honeymoon paying
their respectsat Pearl Harbor —another profoundly
moving experience. A trip to Normandy, the big-
gest on his bucket list, was planned for his 60th
birthday next year. Unfortunately, a ride on the
B-17 Nine O Nine Flying Fortress was the last
item he was able to check off hislist. His family
plans to complete the trip to Normandy in his
memory in 2020.

He was a wonderful father, husband, brother,
son, grandfather, friend, co-worker, and overall
human being. Anyone who met him immediately
liked him.

Besides his loving wife Debra, he leaves a
daughter, Rebecca L. Lantzman and her husband
Adam of Riverview, Fla.; ason, Bryan W. Riddell
of Temecula, Cdlif.; his former spouse and the
mother of his children, Melissa Riddell of
Simsbury; agrandson, Zachary Robert Lantzman;
two brothers, Gary Riddell of Colchester and
James Riddell and hiswife Sharon of Lebanon; a
niece, Regina Riddell of Lebanon; a stepdaugh-
ter, Jessica Darling of Fairfield; and two step-
granddaughters, AlyssaMirizzi and SophiaFazio,
both of Fairfield.

His family will receive friends today, Oct. 11,
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., followed by amemorial ser-
vice at 6:30 p.m., at The Lodge Community
Chapel, 130 Deerfield Rd., Windsor.

Memorial donations may be made to the
Colchester Federated Church, 60 South Main St.,
Colchester, CT 06415.

Carmon Windsor Funeral Home has care of the
arrangements. For online condolences, pleasevisit
carmonfuneralhome.com.

You will be in our hearts forever. We al love
you and you will be missed by many.




