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Cross Country Success... T

he East Hampton Middle School cross country team

ol

had a strong performance at the recent Pantherfest invitational meet to kick off
thefall sportsseason. M edal winnersfor the Panther sincluded, top row from left,
SamanthaKearney (third place, eighth gradegirlsrace), Jocelyn Gustavson (third
place, sixth/seventh girls race), Clara Romero (second place, sixth/seventh girls
race), Katie Ireland (first place, sixth/seventh girls race) as well as, bottom row
from left, Aiden Palen (third place, eighth gradeboysrace) and Cameron Nephew
(second place, eighth grade boys race).

Area Officials React
As EEE Moves Closer

by Sloan Brewster, Michelle Richmond
and Karla Santos

Eastern equine encephalitis, known as EEE,
avirus transmitted by mosquitoes, has caused
three deaths in Connecticut and a Col chester
man, who has been hospitalized for weeks, is
the fourth person in the state to be diagnosed
with it.

The spread of the virus has prompted area
officialsto ask for state intervention.

According to astatement from the Connecti-
cut Department of Public Health (DPH), the
individual has been hospitalized sincethethird
week of August. While DPH officials declined
to say inwhich areaof Colchester theindividual
was bitten, they did say that the person is be-
tween 40 and 49 years old.

Officialsalso declined to comment about the
current condition of the Colchester resident, but
said three other cases of EEE in the state had
been fatal.

“All four weremost likely exposed to infected
mosguitoes sometime between August 11, 2019
and September 8, 2019, which was the peak
period of mosquito activity in Connecticut,”
Epidemiologist Dr. Matthew Cartter saidinthe
statement released on Tuesday. “All four resi-
dentsliveinapart of eastern Connecticut where
EEE activity hasnot been aproblem beforethis
summer.”

Inresponseto thefirst two EEE deaths, alist
of 20 senatorsand state representativeswrote a
letter to Gov. Ned Lamont requesting that the
state spray in areas where there’'s a high con-
centration of the virus.

“With two constituents on the Shoreline hav-

ing already passed away after contracting EEE,
we feel that it may not be enough to simply
advise the public to avoid times when mosqui-
tos are most active,” the letter states.

In a press release Tuesday, the DPH an-
nounced the third death.

According to the press release, the latest
death was of an East Haddam resident between
the ages of 60 and 69. The individual became
ill the second week of September and died a
week later

“Sadly, this has been an unprecedented year
for EEE activity in Connecticut,” Cartter said,
in another pressrelease. “Before thisyear we
have had only one human case of EEE in Con-
necticut, and that wasin 2013. “

In a phone call Wednesday, Senator Cathy
Osten, (D-19), whose district includes Hebron
and Marlborough, as well as Columbia,
Franklin, Lebanon, Ledyard, Lisbon, Montville,
Norwich and Sprague, said senators and legis-
lators asked the state to do targeted spraying to
control the virus since it’s unclear when there
will beahard frost to kill off the infected mos-
quitoes.

“It’'sactually in East Haddam, so that’sliter-
ally downtheroad,” Osten said. “ Soit’salready
traveling down the road into an interior town.”

Osten said the lawmakerswere schedul ed for
aconference call with Lamont yesterday to get
updates on what the state will be doing about
thevirus.

“We all just want to make sure that we're
doing whatever we can,” she said. “We're just

See Officials React page 2

State Grants Advance Hebron Projects

by Sloan Brewster

Phasetwo of upgradesto Hebron’s Stonecroft
Villageisago.

Last week, Town Manager Andrew Tierney
received notification that the town had been
awarded a $700,000 Small Cities Community
Development Block Grant to completetheim-
provementsto the town’s six-building, 25-unit
senior community.

InApril, the Board of Selectmen applied for
the grant.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney said the
project isabout caring for theincreasing aging
population, adding that it goes hand in hand
with projectsto increase connectivity through-
out town, such as sidewalks being installed
along Route 85 and paths that will soon con-
nect local trail systems to the sidewalks and
the center of town.

“It al goestogether, it showsthat we have a
plan,” hesaid. “We'retrying to take care of the
demographic.”

Dan Larson, Board of Selectmen chairman,

said much the same thing when the board agreed
to apply for the grant, pointing out that since
27 percent of Hebron residents were over the
age of 60, the repairs are necessary.

The grant is part of $13 million in funding
that Gov. Ned Lamont and state Department of
Housing Commissioner SeilaMosquera-Bruno
announced last Thursday would be spread be-
tween 13 municipalities.

According to apressrelease, thefunding will
be used for infrastructure upgrades to modern-
ize and rehabilitate low and moderate-income
housing and is specifically being awarded to
citiesand townswith lessthan 50,000 residents,
looking to improve neighborhoods, eliminate
blight, and attract economic development.

“These grantsgo along way toward improv-
ing neighborhoods so that we can make our
communities more attractive and encourage
continued growth for the benefit of al of our
residents,” Lamont said, according to the press
release.

Tierney also pointed to economic growth as
areason for the improvements.

“We're striving for acommunity atmosphere
to create new businesses and keep the old,” he
said.

Tierney said work had not started on the
project.

Work will include installing asidewalk, up-
grading kitchens and bathrooms, replacing
kitchen appliances, replacing exterior doors,
replacing hot water heaters, installing exterior
security cameras, installing new kitchen and
bathroom faucets and fixtures, replacing win-
dows, adding exterior lighting and replacing
flooring in common halls and the community
room.

Florence O’ Sullivan, chairman of the local
Housing Authority, said thewindowson thesix-
unit senior housing community wereinstalled
in 1990.

“Some have lost seals” she said. “We want
things to be more energy efficient.”

A large amount of plumbing work will also
be completed on corroded pipes, O’ Sullivan
said. Water previously supplied by awell had a
high concentration of salt.

Access panels will be installed to make fu-
turerepairs easier for workmen, who have had
adifficult time getting to them.

Somelandscaping will also be done and new
gutters and downspouts will be installed.

The Housing Authority is also working on
items not funded through the grant, including
beautifying the circle in the parking lot,
O’ Sullivan said. Sofar volunteers have planted
a weeping cherry and are looking for shrubs
and flowersso theareawill flower continuously
from spring through fall.

Anyone interested in making contributions
toward the project should call O’ Sullivan at
860-967-4942.

The town is aso looking to increase senior
housing.

See Hebron Projects page 2
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trying to make sure that the targeted spraying
doesnot harm any environmental issuesbut that
we're protecting human life.”

State Rep. Robin Green (R-55), whose dis-
trict includes Andover, Bolton, Hebron and
Marlborough, said the state should be more
proactive.

“1 think it's important to spray based on the
fact that we have avulnerable population,” she
said. “The elderly and children, their immune
systems are not as strong.”

State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) —whose
district includes Cromwell and Portland —is a
member of thelegidature's Public Health Com-
mittee. She was not available to speak to the
Rivereast for this story and provided a state-
ment viaemail.

“The sharp increase in EEE deaths in our
region is a public health issue,” the statement
reads. “Mosquitoes don’t know town bound-
aries and the issue must be addressed in our
part of the state for everyone's safety.”

Meanwhile, local officialssaid they weretak-
ing steps to assure residents are safe.

Portland First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield
stated that the town has hired TruGreen to ap-
ply their organic compound on Thursday around
the perimeter of the Portland Fairgrounds for
mosquito and tick control. Inaddition, sheurged
all attendees to wear proper fitting tightly knit
clothing and to use insect repellent, which will
be available at the Fair.

In Hebron, the RHAM high and middle
schoolswill not hold outdoor athletic events or
practices after dusk or before dawn.

“We continue to advise you to protect your-
self from potential insect bites as much as pos-
sible by wearing clothing that covers the skin
and applyinginsect repellent,” readsastatement
on the district’s website.

RHAM High School Principal Scott Leslie

said Rich Calarco, director of the Hebron Parks
and Recreation Department, sends out daily
emails with what time sunset will take place.

“We're definitely taking precautions,” Leslie
said.

Ledliesaid heimaginesother school districts
were also making similar decisions about ac-
tivities after dusk.

“| suspect that everybody hasgonedown this
road,” he said. “West Nile and Lyme Disease,
they’ve always been around but once we're see-
ing that people are actually dying fromthisdis-
easg, | think it’s more serious.”

On the town side, Hebron Town Manager
Andrew Tierney said Tuesday the town was
working closely with the Chatham Health Dis-
trict and that the Park & Recreation
Department’s Haunted Happenings had been
cancelled.

“With the uncertainty of the hard frost, we
have to be proactive,” he said. “It's not just for
thekidsand parents. It'sfor the volunteersthat
are out there all day.”

The department’s Trunk or Treat will take
place in daylight hours at Gilead Hill School
on Saturday, Oct. 19, Erica Santos, recreation
supervisor, said. Cars should be parked for the
event by 3:30 p.m. and the event will take place
between 4 and 5:30 p.m.

The Town Center Project’s Harvest Moon
Festival has not been cancelled, the town man-
ager said.

“We had a conversation [ Tuesday] morning;
we'regoing to continueto try to makethat hap-
pen,” he said. “But we have to be safe.”

RHAM High School is also holding an in-
door Halloween activity, Leslie said. Called
Halloween Hallway, it is open to al children
up to age 10 and includes abounce house, trick-
or-treating down the hallway, face-painting and
crafts.
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Sidewalksbeinginstalled on Church Street in Hebron will increasethe connectivity
in town, which is part of the town’s long-term plan and, among other things, will
makeit easier for seniorsto walk from Stonecroft Villageto the center of town.

Hebron Projects cont. from Front Page

Last month, Tierney said the town was on
the hunt for money to pay for aproposed project
to build 40 new units of senior housing on town
owned property adjacent to Stonecroft.

* k %

Hebron also received notice last week that it
will be getting $919,000 from the Department
of Transportation Local Transportation Capital
Improvement Program toward traffic improve-
ments in front of RHAM High School and to
enhance the intersection of routes 316 and 66.

“It's part of the RHAM campus improve-
ments,” Tierney said.

An engineering study on what should be done
to reconfigure traffic at the school included
looking into how to addresstraffic issues at the
intersection, Tierney said. The Town of Hebron
and the RHAM Board of Education are work-
ing collaboratively on the project.

The design includes about a dozen changes,
including a one-way parent drop off loop to
separate parking from moving traffic, accord-
ing to Ron Dagan, project manager and princi-
pal at Luchs Consulting Engineering. The new
driveway would bring parents exclusively to
pick up and drop off locations with pavement
markings to manage traffic flow. It will also
provide longer lanesfor dropping off and pick-
ing up children.

Funding for theintersection changeshad been
put on hold by former Governor Dannel Malloy
while designs were completed, Tierney said.

“We had to wait ayear, which increased the
cost,” he said.

Once the design was completed, the town
went back to the state for the funding.

The project will include adding another lane
and upgrading the technology of the lights so
they will communicate with one another and
with the crosswalk controls to prevent busses
from stacking up while waiting to turn.

“It’s all coming together,” Tierney said.
“We'removing along with the campusimprove-
ment construction season.”

Accordingto RHAM Superintendent Patricia
Law, construction for the campus reconfigura-
tionswill begin at the end of the school year.

The approximately $1.1 million project is
being funded by a state grant secured in 2015,
following the death of Dawn Mallory, 65, a
teacher at the middle school.

Mallory, 65, who had taught seventh and
eighth grade math at the school, was walking
through the parking lot around 7 a.m. the morn-
ing of March 14, 2014, when she was struck
by avehicle. State police said the driver, Eliza-
beth Everett, 50, of Hebron, backed up and ran
into Mallory after she realized she had driven
into the bus lane.

Everett was|ater found guilty of misconduct
with a motor vehicle by criminal negligence
and unsafe backing, and sentenced in February
2017 to 20 monthsin prison.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

I’'ve kind of enjoyed the back-and-forth the
past several weeks on climate change. Sure,
it'sobviousthat nobody’s changing anyone’s
minds at this point, but there is something to
be said for the fact that they keep on trying.

And while there have been some pretty
nasty swipes at each other, for the most part
the conversation has been civil.

| just find it alittle baffling.

I just frankly don’t get how now, in 2019,
anybody can be aclimate change skeptic. You
don’'t even have to do a deep dive into data;
just look around you. If it feels like the re-
cently-wrapped summer was hotter than
usual, that’s because it was. July was not just
the hottest July on record — it was actually
the hottest month period Connecticut had
experienced since data began being tracked
in 1904.

The second-hottest month on record was
July 2013. The third-hottest? July 2010. In
fact, according to the Hartford Courant, of
the 20 hottest months on record, nine occurred
in just the past decade.

This is going beyond “it’'s summer; it's
supposed to be hot” levelshere. Thisisadefi-
nite trend — an alarming one at that.

Want more than just temperatures? L ook
at storms. The number of Category 4 and
Category 5 hurricanes — the strongest, dead-
liest hurricanes — has increased in recent
years. Infact, CBS Newsreported last month
that in 169 years of record keeping, there have
been only 35 Category 5 hurricanes. How-
ever, five of those have occurred in just the
last four years.

Don't point to cold temperaturesthis com-
ing winter asasign climate change is a hoax
(amistake our president hasmadein the past).
As I've said here before, one of the worst
mistakes scientists made was to call climate
change “global warming.” Becausewhileit’s
true the overall temperature of the globe is
rising, calling it “global warming” givesfuel
to folksto laugh off the concept just because
the thermometer may hit 10 degreesin Janu-
ary. No, climate changeisjust that —achange,
and it can manifest itself in temperature ex-

tremes becoming more extreme; both on the
high end and on the low end.

Now, | know some of the climate change
skepticsintheletters pages have dug up quotes
from various scientists poo-pooing the con-
cept. And yes, I’'m sure those scientists are
real. According to NASA, 97 percent or more
of actively publishing climate scientistsagree
climate changeistaking place—and feel man-
kind is to blame. There are an awful lot of
climate scientistsin the world, so that means
if there are 1-3 percent who don’t, then yes,
the skepticswill probably continueto be able
tofind adifferent doubting scientist each week
for quite sometime, if they so desire.

But it's still 1-3 percent. The vast, vast, vast
majority of climate scientists disagree with them.
If 97 percent of polled diners advocated one
particular restaurant, and 3 percent advocated
another one, you'd be inclined to go with the
one with the 97 percent approval rating, no?
Particularly if your life — or the lives of your
children or grandchildren — depended on it.

And | don’t think it's hyperbole to say that
it does. Climate changeis happening, rapidly.
You can put your head in the sand or you can
try to do something about it. It's why | have
no problem with Greta Thunberg, the 16-year-
old Swedish girl, speaking so passionately re-
cently about thetopic. Yes, some have mocked
her for it, some have called her a victim of
child abuse (whichisjust absurd), but the fact
is this is something she feels very strongly
about —and | can't fault her for that one bit.
Maybe if more people shared that passion
something could be done.

So, inconclusion, yes, | haveindeed found
the lettersthe past several weeks entertaining
— though in no way does that mean | agree
withthemall. | suspect the back-and-forth will
continue to take place—and | suspect the po-
sition of the skeptics will continue to baffle
me. For | just cannot see how you can con-
tinue to deny something that, to me, isasplain
as the nose on your face.

Climatechangeisred. | believemaniscon-
tributing to it. The time for action is now.

* k%

See you next week.



by Michelle Richmond

Longtime Portland resident and Planning
and Zoning Commission Chairman Bruce M.
Tyler, 79, passed away Wednesday, Sept. 25,
after alongillness.

Tyler was a graduate of Groton public
schoolsand held degreesfrom Wesleyan Uni-
versity, the University of Wisconsin (Madi-
son) and the University of Connecticut where
he earned a Ph.D.

After teaching for six yearsin Norwich and
East Hampton, he worked as a management
trainer at Electric Boat. He then joined the
Hartford Insurance Group as a management
trainer and after anumber of promotionstrans-
ferred to the Consumer Finance Division of
ITT Corporationin Minneapoliswhere here-
tired as vice president and director of human
resources.

Tyler was active in community affairs all
of hisadult life. In Portland he was chairman
of the planning and zoning commission, chair-
man of the housing authority, member of the
board of education and acharter revision com-
mission. He was also a member of the Port-
land Exchange Club and the Portland Repub-
lican Town Committee.

Regionally, hewas chairman of the Godfrey
Memoria Library Board of Trustees, Chair-
man of Community Action of Greater
Middletown Board of Directors, president of
Literacy Volunteers of Greater Middletown
Board of Directors, and avolunteer arbitrator
for the Greater Hartford Better Business Bu-
reau.

His personal interests included geneal ogy,

Portland PZC Chairman
Bruce Tyler Passes Away

theater, reading and the University of
Connecti-cut’s women'’s basketbal | team.

At hisrequest, there will be no funeral and
buria will beat the Indian Hill Cemetery. Do-
nationsin hisname may be madeto the Ameri-
can Cancer Society or Friendsof Portland Li-
brary.

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield said
that she was “very sad to hear of Tyler’s sud-
den passing.”

“Bruce was a great friend to me over the
years on projects that we worked together on
and he was a staunch supporter of the town,”
she said. “He was very instrumental in the
development of the EImcrest project and as
chairman of the housing authority he was an
advocate of people who needed affordable
housing.”

“He was an all-round solid citizen, family
man and a friend to many people and a very
learned man. He will be sadly missed.”

Ashley Majorowski, administrator for the
Department of Land Use stated that Tyler “al-
ways had the town’s best interests at heart.”

“Heawaysdid an excellent job of running
the meetings and there was a mutual respect
between him and everyone on the board. He
will be sorely missed,” she stated. “He has
some big shoesto fill.”

Bransfield said the Planning and Zoning
Commission will haveto select achairmanto
replace Tyler and that the Board of Selectmen
will help commissioners find another mem-
ber to sit on the board.

by Michelle Richmond

All systems are “go” for the Portland Fair
this weekend. Now in its 20th year, the fair
has a line-up of 42 vendors, some old, some
new.

Anima exhibits, tractor, oxen and horse
pulls, pig races, rides, a wine-tasting semi-
nar, canine Halloween costume contest and
more are just part of the entertainment line-
up.

According to fair Chairman Don Bascom,
a new addition this year will be heli-copter
rides, which will take passengers on a 10-
minute ride over theriver.

Returning thisyear will be Jeff Pitchell and
his band with special guest Michael Allman
(son of thelate Gregg Allman, of TheAllman
Brothers Band).

Bascom said that “anywhere from 10-
15,000 fair-goers are expected this year.”

“Typicaly, that'swhat weget,” hesaid, “a-
though the Durham Fair had arecord year so,
depending on the weather, we may get even
more than usual .

New this year will be the lack of shuttle
buses from parking lots to the fairgrounds.

“We have parking less than a quarter of a
mile away,” Bascom noted. “The Portland
Game Club bought land nearby and we de-
cided to usethat for peopleto park so we can-

Portland Fair Set to
Go ThisWeekend

celled the bus service we used to use”

Handicap parking will be available on the
fairgrounds.

Bascom noted that in light of the Eastern
equine encephalitis (EEE) epidemic, fairgoers
are being offered free bug repellant.

“WEe'll have somein theofficeaswell asin
the EMT tent and it will be free of charge to
anyone who wants it,” Bascom said. “We're
also following the state’s recommendations
that if people are out in the evening that they
wear long sleeves and pants as well as using
bug spray.”

Noting the weekend weather forecast,
Bascom noted, “Friday night it's supposed to
be 38 degrees so | doubt we're going to have
any mosquitoes. We've aready noticed that
the mosquito population isway down.”

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield stated
that thetown hashired TruGreen to apply their
organic compound on Thursday around the pe-
rimeter of the Portland Fairgrounds for mos-
quito and tick control. In addition, she urged
all attendeesto wear proper tightly knit cloth-
ing and to use insect repellent, which will be
available at the fair.

For moreinformation and aschedule of fair
activities, visit portlandfair.com.

East Hampton Youth Honors Lost WWII Submarine

by Michelle Richmond

When 21-year-old Navy Seaman Fire Con-
troller 3rd Class, Herbert Marshall Dix sailed
out of New London Oct. 6, 1943, on the newly-
commissioned USS Dorado submarinelittledid
the East Hampton resident know that he would
never arrive at his destination.

The gato-class submarine, set sail on her
maiden voyage for the Panama Canal Zone
during World War 11, but she never arrived. She
was lost somewhere in the Caribbean Sea on
Oct. 12, 1943 with 77 men on board.

While the story of what really happened to
her ishazy, thefinal report attributed her sink-
ing to being bombed by “friendly fire”

For 16-year-old East Hampton High School
senior Kyle Burnham, his association with the
ill-fated submarine started withaMemoria Day
paradein 2015 with areplicathat Kyle credits
his grandfather Richard Burnham with build-
ing—with thehelp of Kyleand hisfather Kevin.

“Each year wetried to make afloat that had
something related to the VFW and history in
some way,” Kyle said. “That year specificaly,
we decided to do the submarine that Herbert
Dix was on duty on and that he died on.”

After the parade Kyle and his father didn’t
want their creation to go to waste and wanted
to find a purpose for it. They discussed donat-
ing it to the VFW but nothing came of their
plansimmediately. The submarineremainedin
Kyle'sgrandfather’sgarage until thetime came
for Kyle to come up with a project in order to
get his Eagle badge. They decided to talk to
the VFW about the project and therest, asthey
say is history.

“Wetalked to the VFW and while they were
very supportive, they were worried about hav-
ing space inside and weather conditions if it
was outside.”

The Burnhams were directed to the Greater

Middletown Military Museum to see if they
would accept the submarine.

“They were more than happy to accept the
donation,” said Kyle. “I met with the curator
Ken McClellan and we went from there. We
aso talked about doing a dedication for it at
some point.”

For some 18 months, as part of his Eagle
project, Kyle has been preparing the sub by
adding extratouchesto it and planning for the
dedication, which is set for 10 am. Oct. 12 at
the Military Museum — exactly 76 yearsto the
date after the sub’s disappearance.

“1t'sbelieved that therewas some sort of mis-
communication with planes that were on our
side” Kyle explained. “It's most commonly
believed that it was sunk by depth chargesfrom
our own people”

The original idea of making areplica of the
USSDorado in 2015 originated with Kevin, the
Scout troop |eader.

“We have a very supportive organization in
theVFW and they were always encouraging us
to have floats in the parade,” said Kevin. “So,
to give back to the post we tried to make it a
patriotic theme or something about the post.
They had information about Fowler, Dix and
Park, the three guys who were on the sub that
they named the post after. It was hard to find
info on the other two but it was easier to find
that Dix was associated with thisparticular sub.”

After someresearch, they decided to makea
float to honor Dix and the other men lost at
sea. Whileno remaining relatives of Dix’swere
found, they did find the name of a sister, who
died in 2012 and a brother who died in 1988,
both residents of Oregon.

Further research into the book, USSDorado
(S5-248) On Eternal Patrol resulted inyet more
information.

“We've invited the author (Douglas E.

Campbell Ph. D.) to come to the dedication,
and he and hiseditor are coming from Vermont
forit,” added Kyle.

Thereplicaof the USS Dorado hasbeen “ sit-
ting around, looking for a purpose since that
paradein 2015,” said Kyle.

“When the sub was originally built, | wasn’t
apart of it because| wasyounger,” Kyle clari-
fied. “It was the leaders of the pack who did
it”

“Wehad it kind of stored behind my father’s
garage,” added Kevin. “Wedidn't throw it away,
but we lost the momentum to do anything till
recently.”

“The prospect of me doing somesort of Eagle
project came up and we remembered that we
had this and figured out something to do with
thesub.”

Both of Kyl€'s parents stated that they are
very proud of their son.

“He's put a lot of work into this over the
years,” said Kevin. “I think it was a nice thing
to recognize those who were in the areawhose
liveswerelost.”

“Thiswas along time in the making and he
worked very hard onthis,” added Kyle'smother
Petty.

At arecent Town Council meeting Kylewas
presented with a proclamation designating Oct.
12,2019 USS Dorado Day inthe Town of East
Hampton.”

“We asacouncil arevery pleased and proud
of thisyoung man’s enthusiasm and dedication
to the history of our community,” stated Town
Council Chairman Melissa Engel.

The dedication ceremony is set for Oct. 12
at 10 am. It is open to the public and will be
held at the Greater Middletown Military Mu-
seum, located at Veterans Memoria Park, 200
Walnut Grove Rd., Middletown.

Town Council Chairwoman Melissa
Engel recently presented Eagle Scout
Kyle Burnham with a proclamation in
honor of hisrecent Eagle Scout project.



Main Street |mprovement Project
Nears Completion in East Hampton

by Michelle Richmond

Despite some glitches recently, the Main
Street Improvement Project is nearing comple-
tion and paving should be finished by the
“middle of next week,” according to Matt
Walsh, East Hampton’'s director of public
works.

Town Manager David Cox disclosed this
week that the project had developed some
“problems’ after some heavy rainfall.

Theproject, which began Aug. 19, runsfrom
West High Street and extendsto Clark Hill Rd.

“We had some interesting issues with the
North Main St project with some run-off and
problems last week after it rained, Cox stated.
“We're trying to find ways to address that, so
that we're mitigating as much as we can the
amount of sediment that’s running into the
lake”

Originaly intended to be a “mill and over-
lay” it became more extensive and erosion con-
trol measures*“might not have been sufficient,”
Cox stated.

Cox stated that stepswere taken to “ beef that
up.”

“Unfortunately, we got somerain which dem-

onstrated that wereally were not ableto handle
thewater,” he said.

“The measures that we installed as part of
the contract work werein place and functioned
asthey were supposed to but it was pretty easy
toidentify that they were not sufficient,” hesaid.
“We ve been taking acouple of extrastepsthese
last couple of daysto improve that.”

“There were some concerns by members of
the lake community saying that we don't take
steps in our own projects to protect the lake,”
he added. “I want peopleto understand that re-
gardless of what they feel that might have gone
oninthe past, the staff isgoing to take stepsto
make sure that we're being good stewards as
much as we can.

“Themessagethat I've been trying to giveto
thefolkswho've expressed concernisthat we're
going to do everything that we can to get the
water coming off the project into the lake as
clean aswe can,” he continued. “1t’s not going
tobeclear and it’sstill going to bealittlebrown
but we're doing what we can. For this and all
of our projectsin thefuturewe' regoing to take
those steps to be good stewards.”

EHHSto Install Vaping Monitors

by Michelle Richmond

With concerns about the high incidence of
vaping among teens, East Hampton High
School plans to install vaping monitorsin all
of the school bathrooms.

According to Schools Superintendent Paul
Smith, they will be installed as soon as pos-
sible.

“We decided to partner with East Hampton
Prevention Partnership and we will purchase
these monitorsto try them to see if they're ef-
fective” Smith said.

The Prevention Partnership isan association
dedicated to reducing substance abuse among
young people.

“Our goal is not to punish students, but we
want to sincerely attempt to help students cut
down and avoid behavior which we consider
not only unhealthy, but dangerous.”

Smith stated that vaping is hard to detect.

“It doesn’t smell like smoke and there's no
visibletrace,” hesaid. “If they’'reusing thefla-

vored ones, then they emit a sweet smell but
otherwisewe have no way of knowing about it.
We do get reports about kids who vape in the
bathrooms between classes”

Smith stated that the monitors will be only
be placed inthe bathrooms becausethat’ swhere
the vaping is taking place.

“We're in the process of purchasing them,
we'll have them installed as soon as possible,
then we'll go from there.

Smith explained that the monitors work
through a cell phone app, which will alert the
principal and assistant principal that vaping is
taking place.

“We're hoping to start as soon as possible,”
Smith said. “If we get an alert about vaping,
we'll investigate. We're lessinterested in pun-
ishing the students but we do have a series of
consequences in place such as school suspen-
sion and in-school suspension.

Ratatouille Opensm East Hampton

by Michelle Richmond

When Chef Gerard Gaspel and his wife
Marina Shimshi “happened to be driving
through East Hampton,” not long ago and saw
a “For Sale” sign on what used to be the
Governor’s Tavern on East High Street, they
decided that it would be the perfect place to
open their own restaurant.

“1 told my wifethisissuch anice, beautiful
little village with a lake and when | saw that
signsaying, ‘For Sale;’ | said maybethisshould
bemy ‘Grand Finale,” said Gaspel.

Born and raised in Paris, Gaspel arrived in
the United Statesin 1982 and is no stranger to
the restaurant business, having owned and op-
erated five restaurants in Connecticut prior to
opening Ratatouille.

After alengthy renovation—inside and out —
the couple opened the bistro-style restaurant in
July. Hints of French décor can be found
throughout, starting with thered, white and blue
colors of the French flag decorating the front
door aswell along the vintage bar brought from
New York City’s venerable Gramercy Park
Hotel.

Gaspel stated that he saw a lot of potential
for aFrench bistro-style eatery in East Hamp-
ton.

“When | investigated the whole area, al it
was, was chicken wings and pizza,” he stated,
laughing. “I decided it wastime to bring some
‘medication’ to town.”

“We decided that we needed some French
food here,” added Shimshi.

The name of the restaurant was inspired by
the movie, Ratatouille.

“1 wanted to do Mediterranean dishes and
ratatouille comesfrom the south of France,” he
noted. “It'samix of vegetables so people who
arefoodieswill understand that there are going
to be plenty of vegetable disheshere. Thereare
alot of vegetarian people now and we wanted
to appeal to them.”

Gaspel aso hoped to “attract the kids,” be-
cause of the name as he thought they would
identify with the movie. And while they admit
to not seeing many kids, they are definitely at-

tracting adults in search of atrue culinary ex-
perience.

Ratatouillefeaturesavaried menu with ahost
of French specidlties for both lunch and din-
ner, aswell as awide selection of wines from
around the world and specialty cocktalls.

Gaspel owns a vinery in Argentina and he
said that they will beintroducing some of those
wines in October and is hoping to schedule a
special wine tasting for that event.

“So, we'realsoawinebar,” henoted. “Inthe
future we also want to offer ‘wine pairing’
events.

The restaurant also features “tableside din-
ing,” something which is fairly unique nowa
days.

“It'slikethe old days. We do the whol e thing
with the flames, we cut the meat, make the
Caesar Salad the old-fashioned way,” said
Gaspel.

“Gerard is the talent behind this,” Shimshi
stated. “He's the chef and he's the creator of
the menu. He no longer cooks at home because
we're always here but he's been cooking for
me for over 20 years.”

“People really come here not only for the
good food but for the tableside experience,” she
added. “ You don’t find that in many placesany-
more.”

Crepes Suzette and Bananas flambé are spe-
cial dessert favorites but menu offeringsrun the
gamut from hors d oeuvres to soups, salads,
baguettes, crepes, pastas, a variety of entrées
and delicious desserts—all with aFrench flair.

“1 did this restaurant based on what | like to
find when | go out,” Gaspel noted. “I like my
comfort and | like dining out to be an ‘event.’”

“Everybody goesout all thetimethesesdays,
but nobody dresses up and every day is the
same. | remember when going out used to be
an event and that’ swhat | wanted to bring back.”

“We have abasic menu but we & so offer daily
specials,” noted Shimshi. “This past weekend
for example, we had Osso Bucco and Dover
sole. Next weekend, we're doing venison and
veal piccata, so we change al the time.”

Restaurant manager Paul Neagu who hails
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Chef Gerard Gaspdl, flanked by wife M;r?na Shimshi and Ratatouille manager

Paul Neagu offersfine dining with a French flair.

from Romania and is a graduate of hotel and
management school, sees that everything runs
smoothly —especially behind the bar with their
specialty cocktails.

“Our cocktails are based on the concept of
using the freshest ingredients,” said Neagu.

“Whatever goes into the cocktail, including
the garnish isfresh. It gives the cocktail a dif-
ferent profile taste-wise and everything is
freshly squeezed. The basic principle behind
thisbar isthat wework likeachef in thekitchen.
It'sall about harmonioudly blending everything
together.”

“We also have a large selection of wine by
the glass,” he added. “| think we have over 75
wines by the glass so we should have some-
thing for every palate. It would be hard to come
here and say that you can’t find something you
don't like”

“We offer something different for anyone
who'’slooking for achange,” said Shimshi.

The cozy bistro has capacity for 100 diners
and featurestablecloths and candlelight aswell
as awelcoming fireplace in the evenings. It is
opendaily from 11:30 am.-10 p.m. Happy hour
is Sunday-Friday, 4-6 p.m.



by Karla Santos

Florence S. Lord Senior Housing Center has
anewly-relocated and remodel ed gazebo after
agroup of residents worked together to gather
the funds and labor to make the project areal-
ity.

According to Susan Schatz, administrator of
Florence S. Lord Senior Housing Center, the
gazebo waslocated in the backfield of the prop-
erty, an areathat was difficult for the residents
to get to even though therewas adirt path | ead-
ing toit.

But the gazebo was not only in an inconve-
nient location, it was also in a poor condition,
Schatz said, adding that it is unknown exactly
how many years the gazebo had been there.

“It was aready in disrepair when | started
working here 10 years ago,” Schatz said.

The process of moving and repairing the
gazebo started in the middle of last winter, af-
ter John Moore, aresident at Florence S. Lord
Senior Housing Center, communicated Schatz
his vision of moving it.

“1 kept telling him no, no, no, it couldn’t be
done, that it was going to fall apart,” Schatz
said. “I said if you can get somebody to move
it, we'll moveit.”

Both Moore and Schatz went to Carefree
Small Buildings on different occasions to ask
if they could help moving the gazebo, but they
both got no for answer.

Then Moore, who wasamember of the Sons
of The American Legion, asked the organiza-
tionif they could help with fundsfor the needed
materials to move the gazebo.

“They gave me $400to get it started,” Moore
said.

Schatz said that $400 was not enough but
Moore still found away to move the gazebo.

“He put a good effort in to try and get that
thing up here for us,” Schatz said. “It looked
like apiece of garbagewhen it washere. It was
really in poor shape. It really wasin bad shape.
It had holes in the roof that were this big. It

really did not look like anything viable”

The next step was to fix the roof, another
step of the project that required funds and la-
bor.

“One of our problems is that we could not
takefrom our general fundtofix thisup,” Schatz
said. “It needed to be done some other way.”

That's when resident Marie Jones went to
Schatz to tell her that she would donate the
money to fix the roof. Jones's donation was of
$400.

“Susan got the shingles and it went from
there,” Jonessaid. “1 was happy todoitit’sfor
everybody that lives herein Florence Lord.”

Resident Frank Jordan with the help of his
son fixed the roof of the Gazebo. Jordan said
he was “very happy todo it

“Heworked out therefor daysand those days
were those days that were extremely hot and |
saw this building just slowly transform into
something very viable,” Schatz said. “ Just hav-
ing the roof done alone, made it look 1,000
timesbetter. Not that | ever questioned hisskill,
but | was amazed at how well it came out.”

In addition, the group decided to run adver-
tisementsin the newspaper for three weeks be-
cause they still needed help with donations.

According to Schatz, after seeing the adver-
tising, community members with no relation-
ship to Florence S. Lord Senior Housing Cen-
ter made some donationsthat contributed to the
project.

Lisa Butterfield donated the stain and
Michele Kasy donated 10 mums for the prop-
erty.

The gazebo is surrounded by a variety of
plants and flowers that were planted by resi-
dents Doris Conway. Other residents gave
Conway money toward peat moss and other
planting materials.

Conway said she’s not done with the plants
and hopes to continue her work to beautify the
surroundings of the gazebo.

The residents also said they wanted to ac-

Gazebo Given Over haul, New Hme In Marlborough

DorlsConway, Frank Jordan, M arieJones, Susan Schatz and John M oore(pictured
from left) took part in the process of moving and repairing the gazebo at Florence S.
Lord Senior Housing Center. Photo by Karla Santos.

knowledge Schatz and her husband for their
help in the project. They helped power wash
and stain the gazebo.

Cushionsfor the benchesin the gazebo were
aso put on by theteam, whichis satisfied with
the final results. Conway said residents like to
sit in the gazebo in the evening.

“A lot of peopleuseit.” Jones said.

“It lookslikeit's brand new and honestly to
tell you thetruth | thought thiswas going to be
afiasco and it turned out to be something very
lovely and it was lovely in alot of ways be-
cause everybody got together and was helping
each other and it wasreally niceto see,” Schatz
said.

Introduction to Trumpet Leadsto
Emmy Winning Career In Marlborough

by Karla Santos

When 53-year-old
Charles Denler wasin
fourth grade, a band
program was intro- |
duced at Elmer
Thienes-Mary Hall EI-
ementary School.

Denler said the mu-
sic director of the pro-
gram was Bruce Foote.

“He was a trumpet
player and he was so
encouraging to me, just
incredibly encouraging,” Denler said.

Today Denler isamusic composer who has
written for major television networks and the
recipient of three Emmy Awards, including the
latest one, which he received in July.

It all started in fourth grade, when helearned
to play the trumpet at the school in
Marlborough. Then in sixth grade, Denler’'s
grandfather bought him a piano and Denler
taught himself how to play it.

“That just opened up theworld for measfar
aswriting and composing,” Denler said.

But achoral director at RHAM High School,
James Mirakian, also influenced Denler’s mu-
sical talents, he said.

Charles Denler

“He was just enlightening to me,” Denler
said.

Denler, who lives in Colorado but grew up
on Lake Terramuggus, received histhird Emmy
Award for apiano-centric suite called the Wild
Mustang Suite. He received the award in July
during aceremony that took placein Colorado,
he said.

“This Emmy was based on the music from
my last abum which wasan orchestrasuite that
I recorded with the City of Prague Philharmonic
Orchestra”

Hesaid winning an Emmy wasa“hugebless-
ing” and a“tool” to open up more doorsin his
career.

Denler received his first Emmy in 2004 for
his work on Bentley Creek and his second
Emmy in 2005 for his work in Beyond the
Medal of Honor. Both are PBSfilms, he said.

Denler has written the music of about 200
films he said, including movies and television
videos. He said his music was recently used
for the television series Dirty Jobs and Ameri-
can Chopper.

He said he has also composed music for
Honda, Coca-Colaand eventhe New York Yan-
kees baseball team.

In addition, Denler’sorigina music hasbeen
heard on the National Geographic Channel, The

History Channel, Animal Planet and Discov-
ery Channel.

Even though Denler said hefeels“ thankful”
for his awards, he doesn’'t see them as a com-
petition, but an “ awarded merit,” he said.

“I’mthankful for it but | don’t seeit as beat-
ing somebody to winit. | feel it as more of an
acknowledgement of the work that you do,” he
said, adding that there are alot of talented mu-
sicians worthy of receiving recognition.

Denler said hisofficial career in music com-
position started in 2001 after hewatched adocu-
mentary on a topic of his interest at National
Geographic. He reached out to the producers
to offer help for the music of the show. Denler
was working at arecording studio in Hartford
at the time. The producers then reached out
Denler, turning his music composition into a
career.

“It wasn't even a career path that | was con-
sidering,” Denler said. “Honestly | was just
reaching out to be helpful but yeah, that ended
up turning into three National Geographicfilms.
I’ve done a few more since then for National
Geographic but it was a cool start to my ca-
reer.”

Denler graduated high school in 1984 and
attended Berklee College of Music for two
years.

“1 didn’t really complete my college,” Denler
said. “I just kind of felt like | wanted to get into
my career, which | did. | released somealbums,
did alittle bit of touring and it was al good.”

Then, Denler started to work at the record-
ing studio, where he spent five years before
moving to Colorado.

Deler’s father, Charlie Denler said it is
“great” that his son received a third Emmy
Award.

“He enjoys it, he is doing something he
likes,” Denler's father said. “They send him a
movie, he sits on his back porch, watches the
movie and then up comes the music for it. So
that's pretty good. He's doing exactly what he
wanted.”

Denler asoworked on rock operasthat later
led him to symphonic writing. He said he taught
himself most of it.

“| taught myself how to write for orchestras
and | released afew symphoniesand | had them
premier with the Colorado Symphony Orches-
tra” he said.

One of hisgoalsisto work with aConnecti-
cut-based orchestra.

“I"d love to work with the Hartford Sym-
phony Orchestraand premiereapiece,” Denler
said.



Hebron Receives Grant to Connect
Preserveto Air LineTralil

by Sloan Brewster

Thetown has been awarded a$399,000 grant
to connect the Raymond Brook Preserveto the
Air LineTrail.

The Board of Selectmen will ask for voter
approval to accept the grant at a special town
meeting scheduled on Oct. 24.

Trail Connectivity is part of thetown’s mas-
ter plan, said Town Manager Andrew Tierney
and Director Parks & Recreation Rich Calarco.

It's part of a statewide plan to connect com-
munities with other transportation than carsto
maketraveling by foot and bike easier and more
convenient, Calarco said.

“To cut our carbon footprint,” he said.

Thefunding wasincludedina$13.4 million
Community Connectivity Grant Program to
support projectsin towns and cities across the
statelooking to complete pedestrian and bicycle
safety projects, according to a press release.

The grant program is an infrastructure im-
provement program that provides funding for
initiativesthat will improve safety and accessi-
bility for bicyclists and pedestrians in urban,
suburban and rural community centers, where
people can meet for employment, educational,
socia and recreational activities, the press re-
lease states. It is part of abroader Community
Connectivity Program with the goal of making
conditions safer for people of al agesto walk,
bike and take transit with the intention of en-
couraging “healthy and environmentally sus-
tainable modes of travel” and making commu-
nity centers“more accessible placestoliveand
work.”

This is the second round of grants being

awarded under the program. The funding will
complete Phase 3 of work at Raymond Brook.

Thetownwill contribute $80,000 toward the
project, Tierney told selectmen at their Septem-
ber 12 meeting. The Capital Improvement Plan
Committee approved $20,000 in the current
year's budget and $60,000 moreto beincluded
with 2020/2021 budget.

In the first round of funding, which was
awarded in 2018, 40 communities received
grants, including Hebron, which was awarded
$228,000 — the fourth-largest award on the list
—to extend trails at the more than100-acre pre-
serve connecting it to Millstream Road, where
there will be another parking lot, Calarco said.

In phase 3, a connection will be established
from Millstream Road to the Air Line Trail off
Route 207.

“Then we would have aloop,” Calarco said.

According to awrite-upin the grant applica-
tion, thissegment of the project will aso bring
a bike lane and a 60-foot pedestrian bridge to
Mint Brook Lane. The bikeway will be marked
as a shared lane along Mint Brook Lane and
Highland Drive, whereit will crosstown-owned
open space. The bikeway will then enter a par-
cel of open space owned by the state and cross
over Mint Brook viaafiberglass bridge. From
there, ashort connection will bring the bikeway
directly to the Air Line Trail.

A future phase will create a connection to
130 acresof town owned land behind Colebrook
Village on John E. Horton Blvd. with backing
on Kinney Road.

“You can come to the Air Line Trail with a
bike, bike across Raymond Brook and come
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Air LineTrail.

al the way down,” Calarco said. “That’'ll be
phase 4.

The project began with Phase 1 1ast October,
when the Parks & Recreation Department com-
pleted a1.9-mileloop at the preserve, Calarco
said. That trail was made possible through a
$62,000 Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection Trails Program grant.

The town is currently waiting for contracts
from the state to begin Phase 2 construction,
which should be completed by January 2022,
Calarco said. Phase 3 will begin ayear or two
later.

L

“The Raymd Brook Preserve will be connected to the downtown and the

Thesidewalk currently under construction on
Church Street, Route 85 will be completed this
fall andisa so part of thetown’slong-term plans
to create connectivity within town, Calarco and
Tierney said.

It will stretch approximately two milesfrom
the intersections of Route 66 and 85 down
Route 85, past the Senior Center down to
Hebron Elementary School, where it would
cross to Kinney Road and continue past Holy
Family Church down to Sunnyside Plaza.

“Thegoal isto connect your downtown area
to placeslike Air Linetrails,” he said.

Andover Selectmen Shelve Senior Center Plans

by Sloan Brewster

During a heated meeting Wednesday, the
Board of Selectmen decided to shelve plansto
bring a senior center to Andover Elementary
School.

At Wednesday’s meeting the board decided
to “sit on this issue,” as First Selectman Jeff
Maguire put it, referring to the proposal to con-
vert the third- and fourth-grade wing into ase-
nior center.

Initially, Vice First Selectman Adrian
Mandeville made a two-part motion with one
part being to send the memorandum of under-
standing [MOU] for the shared space back to
the Board of Education for review and the other
being to request permission from the school
board for use of one classroom at night as a
meeting space.

Thefirst part was ultimately scratched by the
board based on the consensus that they did not
have enough information about classroom needs
at the school.

“1 think we'reunder-informed,” Jeff Murray,
selectman, said.

The second part was moved forward.

“We have ameeting spaceissue,” Mandeville
said. “Ever since the firehouse has gone away,
we are one meeting space short.”

Last October, selectmen closed the old
firehouse on Center Street, which had been used
asasenior center and for meeting spacefor the
town, when air quality tests confirmed what
folks around town have said they have known

for decades—it isinfested with mold.

The school board offered the wing as poten-
tial space for the seniors due to declining en-
rollment and plans to empty it out. This year,
the classroomswere moved around at the school
but after meeting with School s Superintendent
Sally Doyen and asking questions about the
school’s classroom needs, Mandeville said he
was not convinced the space was available.

“Right now they really don’t have the space
from what we understand,” he said.

Mandeville said it would be premature to
spend the money on the conversion and that
based on how the MOU waswritten, the school
board could simply take back the space if it
determined therewasaneed. Without at least a
three-year commitment to allow seniorsto use
the space, he said he had reservations about
moving forward with the proposal. A year after
converting the space, the school board could
say, “sorry we don’t have room” and kick the
seniors out.

“At the very least we need athree-year com-
mitment,” he said.

A resident in the audience said she felt the
town was split about moving the seniors into
the space and that it was a “false impression”
that there is empty space at the school.

“You are correct; that isafalseimpression,”
Mandevillereplied.

Selectman Paula King, who was aso in the
meeting with Doyen, said she and Mandeville

were working on awrite-up based on the con-
versation with Doyen that they planned to put
on Facebook but after the meeting, she said it
may not be necessary to post it now that sel ect-
men had decided not to move on the shared
space proposal.

The heated conversation about the proposal
to share the space began at a special meeting
last Monday when residents raised concerns.
Wednesday even more showed up and reiter-
ated those concerns.

At last week’s meeting Maguire, after being
told residents would move out of town if the
school becomesashared space, said it wasfine.
When asked about that in a phone call the fol-
lowing day, he said he was only referring to a
singleresident, Daniel Foran, who had spoken
at the meeting.

Foran subsequently attended Wednesday’s
meeting and said Maguirewas “in fact, telling
every parent and family in town that have the
same concerns[as| do] to leave.”

“We are tired of the faces, the snickers and
the tone that we receive,” he said. “You have
driven awedge in our community.”

Resident Dave Kluczwski also commented,
saying that he was the one who had made the
initial comment that putting the senior center
in the school would drive people out of town.

Maguire, for his part, apologized to Foran
and said he did not want him to leave.

Foran later thanked him for the apology.

Other parentsjoined in the conversation, ris-
ing one after the other to voice adamant oppo-
sition to the proposal for the shared space and
to say that they felt they had been excluded from
previous discussions.

“1 think the animosity comes from not hav-
ing beenincludedin discussions,” oneresident
said. “I think the animosity isn’t personal but
it'sfrom having been left out.”

Mandeville echoed those concerns.

He and Murray aso had an issue with not
being privy to the safety report on the schoal,
citing not seeing it as another strike against
going forward with the shared space. Town
Administrator Eric Anderson said he had spo-
kento Resident State Trooper Darrell Tetreault
who said alarge part of the report included in-
formation about how state policewould respond
to acrisisat the school and that it is not a pub-
lic document.

Maguire said the board had the choiceto send
the MOU back to the school board “or just sit
onit and do nothing.” The board decided to sit
onit.

After the meeting, Maguire said not moving
forward on the issue means it is essentially
“dead.”

Doyen could not be reached for comment
before this story went to press.



‘Alice in Wonderland’ Theme Greets

by Karla Santos

When customers walk into The MAD Hat-
ter Café, they encounter an ‘Alice in Wonder-
|and’ theme with bistro table sets, flowers, mad
hatter hats and a variety of international ice
cream.

The MAD Hatter Caféisanewly-openedice
cream shop owned by Dorothy Seitz. Theice
cream shop islocated right next to Hair Magic
Salon and Academy, abusiness Seitz has owned
for decades. Both businesses are located in the
same building, 24 Norwich Ave.

On Sunday Oct. 6, a celebration will be
hosted by Seitz as a grand opening for theice
cream shop and the 40th anniversary of the hair
salon.

The gathering will take place from noon-5
p.m. and it will feature music performances
from the band South of Hebron.

“We want everybody to come in and have
fun, bring their lounge chairs to listen to the
band,” Seitz said. “It’'s going to be a beautiful
day.”
Theevent will includearaffle, hair services,
baskets and freeice cream.

The event is particularly important to Seitz
because in her forty years in business she has
gone through many accomplishments includ-
ing the opening of her own cosmetol ogy school
within the salon.

“Forty yearsin business, 20 years of my stu-
dents and it's an anniversary that I’'ve never
celebrated after all these years,” Seitz said.

With the new business right next to Hair
Magic Salon and Academy, Seitz wantsto help
her customersnot only look good but feel good.

“1 just like watching people be happy and
enjoy life” Seitzsaid. “1 make peoplefed good
all day long, they look good, they feel good,
now why not eat something good so when you
leave my place you not only look good, you
actually feel good because you eat something
good.”

Theice cream shop focuseson gelato, which

isof Italian origin. The shop a so offers mochi,
a Japanese dessert. Popping pearls, French
handcrafted soda, cookie dough and sorbetto
are among the variety of ice cream The MAD
Hatter Cafe hasto offer.

Seitz said her inspiration to open the ice
cream shop not only came because she had
rented the space to avariety of ice-cream busi-
ness in the last five years but because of her
tripsto Italy in which she becameinterested in
gelato.

But 41 years ago, Seitz didn’t dream of hav-
ing her own ice cream shop or becoming ahair
dresser.

“1 wanted to go to college, actualy | wanted
to beacomposer,” Seitz said. “| wanted to bea
composer and | wanted to go to the University
of Hartford.”

But her father told her she could either be-
comeahair dresser or asecretary and she picked
hair.

At age 17 she went to New London Acad-
emy of Hair Dressing every day for afull year.

Right after graduating, at age 18, she started
her own businessin East Hartford, then opened
a salon in Manchester. She ran the two busi-
nesses at the same time, but eventually ended
condensing them into one and moving to
Colchester 24 years ago. Four years later, she
started to train students to obtain alicense in
cosmetol ogy.

Hair Magic Salon and Academy is*“consid-
ered apost-secondary school,” Seitz said. “ The
people that | want are the people who really
want to become a hair dresser.”

The school teaches full-time and part-time
students. New students can start at any given
time and there is a scholarship program avail-
able, she said.

Lauren Geary has been a part-time student
at Hair Magic Salon and Academy for about a
year. She said she chose the school because a
lot of the other hair dressing schools shelooked
into“arestructured morelikeatraditional class-

Three Jump From Truck After
Burglarizing Store in Colchester

by Karla Santos

State police reported that three individuals
jumped out of a moving U-Haul truck and
werearrested, after alegedly burglarizing the
Tractor Supply Store in Colchester on Sun-
day morning.

According to police, thefirst suspect is51-
year-old Robert Gamble, of 91 East
Morningside, Bloomfield. Gamble faces
chargesof burglary, second-degreelarceny, in-
terfering with police and criminal mischief.
Police said heisbeing held on a$50,000 bond
and heis scheduled to appear at Norwich Su-
perior Court on Oct. 10.

The second suspect of the incident is 54-
year-old Gregory Mathis, of 32 Becker Ci,
Windsor. The third suspect is 44-year-old
Tongie Johnson, of 17 Capen St. C3, Hart-
ford. According to police both Mathis and
Johnson face chargesof third-degreeburglary,
second degree larceny and conspiracy. They
are both being held on a$25,000 bond. They
are also scheduled to appear in Norwich Su-

perior Court on Oct. 10.

The three suspects are facing charges be-
cause according to state police, on Sunday
Sept. 29 at 2:03 a.m., they were dispatched to
the Tractor Supply Store for the report of a
commercia burglar alarm. When officers ar-
rived to the scene, they saw and identified a
vehicle at the entrance of the parking lot of
the store. Police said they also observed a U-
Haul truck fleefrom the scene. Policefollowed
thetruck and observed the occupantsjump out
of it while it was still moving. Police used a
K9 track to follow the suspects, which were
later located and taken into custody.

State Police Lt. Marc Petruzzi told the
Rivereast on Tuesday that the investigation
continued to be active.

“At this point | can confirm it was a bur-
glary; we did recover some stolen items that
night,” Petruzzi said.

Anyone with information is asked to con-
tact Troop K at 860-465-5400.

New Cafée Dinersin Colchester

room.”

“But Dottie is more, | would say down to
earth,” Geary said. “She has alot of expertise
inthefield when other schoolsmaybe get train-
ersthat only did the job for a couple of years.
You get to see how an actual salon is run ver-
sus a schoal. | like that — that you get to see,
you get to learn the business side, seeing how a
salon isrun, you get the expertise of someone
who's been doing it for alot longer.”

In addition, Geary said she enjoysthe school
because it provides hands on training and it
exposes students to photo shoots, beauty com-
petitions and the higher end of the hair indus-
try.

Early in her career, Seitz became involved
in photo shoots, hair and make up for local tele-
vision commercias. She later took part in the
reality show Global Beauty Masters for two
seasons and then Béttle of the Strands.

East Hampton

Police News

9/18: Connor Mortimer, 19, of 500 Dennison
Ridge Dr., Manchester, was i ssued asummons
for operating an unregistered motor vehicleand
misuse of plates, East Hampton Police said.

9/20: Anthony Robinson, 23, of 6 Edgerton
St., was arrested and charged with operating
under suspension and driving under the influ-
ence, police said.

9/21: Dree Stagni, 43, of 1 Robbie Rd.,
Moodus, was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under theinfluenceand failureto driveright,
police said.

Also, from Sept. 16-22, officers responded
toeight medical calls, six motor vehicle crashes
and 11 alarms, and made 33 traffic stops, po-
licesaid.

TheMAD Hatter Cafeisdecorated with an Alicein Wonderland Theme. The new
business offers a variety of international ice creams including gelato, mochi and
sorbetto. Photo by Karla Santos.

Because of her exposurein the shows, Seitz
recently became a judge for the North Ameri-
can Hairstyling Awards, “which is a huge rec-
ognition,” she said.

The competition is based on the top hair
dressers of the United States, Mexico and
Canada.

“Because | started young and | happened to
be in the right place at theright time and | al-
ways worked, is how everything that | ever
askedtodo | wentand didit,” Seitz said. It just
brought meto thelevel that | was at.”

Seitz said that in the |l ast few years she actu-
ally entered in the contest she was ajudge for.

“1 actually made top five People’'s Choice
Awards on that North American Hairstyling
Awards and had 25,000 votes,” Seitz added.

To learn more about Hair Magic Salon and
Academy or The MAD Hatter Café, call 860-
537-8020.



Obituaries

Andover
Mary Ann Tootell

Mary Ann Tootell,
90, passed away peace-
fully on the afternoon of
Saturday, Sept. 21, at
Cove'sEdgein Damari-
scotta, Maine, with her
daughters by her side.
Mary (a.k.a. Marion)
was the daughter of
Arthur and Alice
(Letourneau) Charbon-
neau, and washorn May
10, 1929.

Shegrew upin North
Providence, R.l., and summered in Point Judith
and Block Island, R.I. After graduating high
school, she worked at Morin's Sign Shop as the
secretary where she met her husband, Robert
David Tootell. They dated for eight years, two of
those years Robert was in the Army stationed in
Korea. They married Aug. 6, 1956 and moved to
Andover, where they raised two daughters.

Robert and Mary began visiting Pemaquid,
Maine, when Robert’s sister, Joan, met and mar-
ried alocal fisherman. They bought and renovated
a home in Pemaquid Harbor where they sum-
mered for many years. After Robert’s passing in
2017, Mary moved to Bristol, Maine, and lived
with her daughter, Patricia. In November 2018,
shewastaken ill and moved into Cove’'s Edgein
Damariscotta.

She loved music; her favorite artist was Neil
Diamond. She bragged that she attended her first
concert at the age of 60 when she saw him live.
She could play the slide guitar, ukulele & the ac-
cordion. She had many pen pals, and was aloyal
UConn Husky women’s basketball fan. Sheloved
to crochet, and over the years she crocheted many
afghans that she donated to local hospitals and
nursing homes both in Connecticut and Maine.

Besides her parents, she was predeceased by
her husband, Robert; her brother, Emil David
Charbonneau; sister-in-law, Joan Elizabeth Bun-
ker; and son-in-law, Dwayne Lee Boynton.

Sheissurvived by her daughters, PatriciaMarie
Boynton of Bristol, Maine, and Debra Tootell
Furman and husband, Robert Wallace Furman of
Waldoboro, Maine; sister-in-law, Virginia Ann
Reilly of Lantana, Fla.; grandchildren, David
Wesley Boynton of Newport, N.H., Elizabeth
Michelle Boynton of Fort Myers, Fla,, Andrew
Ross Furman and wife Brenda Boucher Furman
of Windham, Maine, and Matthew Robert Furman
of Portland, Maine; two great-grandchildren,
Broderick William Boynton and Kathryn Patricia
Boynton of New Hampshire; nieces, Annette Cash
of Vinalhaven, Maine, and her children and grand-
children, and Robin Reilly of Lantana, Fla;
nephew, Arthur Prentice and son of Shelburne,
Vt.; and longtime friend, Carol Lorenc of
Andover.

A graveside servicewill be held at the Harring-
ton Cemetery in Pemaquid, Maine, Saturday, Oct.
26, at 11 am.

Arrangements are under the direction and care
of the Strong-Hancock Funeral Home, 612 Main
St., Damariscotta, ME 04543.

Condolences, and messagesfor her family, may
be expressed by visiting StrongHancock.com.

Marlborough
Ryan Nathaniel Stachelek

Ryan  Nathaniel
Stachelek, 37, of
Groton, formerly of
Marlborough, passed
away Sunday, Sept. 22.

Ryan’s passion for
food and cooking led
him to Johnson and
Wales University, from *
which he graduated in ’
2005 with degrees in
baking, culinary arts,
and nutrition, and to his - L
long career as a chef,
most recently working at Liv's Oyster Bar in Old
Saybrook. His family and friends will miss the
care and creativity he put into the meals he pre-
pared. He always surprised us with some special
dish that we had never tried before.

Ryan had agentle and generous personality that
everyone loved. If you needed a place to stay af-
ter anight out, Ryan would welcome you. If you
needed money to get home, Ryan would lend it
to you. If you needed a special dishto serve at a
party, Ryan would cook it for you. He enjoyed
spinning his tables, for an audience or just for
himself, and is remembered for his love of the
Hartford Whalers hockey team, even after they
moved away and changed their name.

Ryan is survived by his parents, Lindaand Ri-
chard Stachelek of Marlborough; brother Keith
Stachelek of Monson, Mass., and his daughter,
Arwyn; brother Adam and his wife Janine
Stachelek, and their daughter, Gemma, of
Marlborough.

Calling hourswere held at Glastonbury Funeral
Home, 450 New London Tpke., Glastonbury,
Monday, Sept. 30; amemorial church servicewas
held the following day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, at
Marlborough Congregational Church, 35S. Main
St., Marlborough, followed by burial at Marlboro
Cemetery, East Hampton Road (Route 66),
Marlborough (near theintersection of East Hamp-
ton Road and School Drive).

For an online condolence, visit glastonbury
funeral.com.
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East Hampton

Patricia Ann Ransom

Patricia Ann (Griffin) Ransom, 83, of East
Hampton, formerly of Meriden, beloved wife of
Denton Ransom died Thursday, Sept. 26, at
Middlesex Hospice. Born June 30, 1936, in
Meriden, she was the daughter of the late Gerald
and Regina (Hamp) Griffin.

Patricia was a longtime resident of Meriden
before moving to East Hampton with her husband
Denton. Patricia had worked as a hairdresser be-
fore her retirement.

Besides her husband, she is survived by her
son, Gary Ransom and his wife Bonnie of East
Hampton; her daughter, Linda Ransom and her
companion Joseph LeCara of East Hampton; her
grandsons, Benjamin and Devin Graham; and her
two great-grandsons, Silas and Eli.

She was predeceased by her brother, Thomas
Griffin, and her grandson, Timothy Ransom.

Friends called at Spencer Funeral Home, 112
Main St., East Hampton, Monday Sept. 30. There
was a funeral service that evening. Burial was
private at the convenience of the family in Lake
View Cemetery.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron
Carol Ann Wells

Carol AnnWells, 72, of
Hebron passed away r
peacefully in her sleep
Sunday, Sept. 29, at |
Marlborough Health and
Rehabilitation Center.
Bornin Hartford on Nov.
7, 1946, she was the
daughter of the late Leon
and Caroline (Sumidlaski)
D’ Onofrio.

She married her be-
loved hushand Stephen Wells on November 25,
1966. Carol worked as a secretary for Pratt &
Whitney before taking time to raise her family.
Shewasan animal lover who cherished many pets
throughout the years. Carol enjoyed traveling with
her family and took special tripsover the summer
each year.

L eft behind to cherish her memory are her hus-
band, Stephen of 52 years; her children Lynda
(John) Majewski of South Windsor, Scott (Dotti€)
WEells of Lyme; grandchildren, Andrew Goulet,
Trevor, Ellie, and Mason Wells; her beloved aunt,
Adella“Boots’ Carneilla; and numerous extended
family and friends.

Calling hours will be held Saturday, Oct. 5,
from 4-6 p.m., at Aurora McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. The
funeral service will be held the following Friday,
Oct. 11, at 11 am., directly at St. Peter’s Episco-
pa Church, 30 Church St., Hebron.

Donations in Carol’s memory can be made to
the American Cancer Society by visiting
cancer.org/donate.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Middle Haddam

Susan Ferguson Johnson

Susan  Ferguson =
Johnson, nee Smith, of
Hartford, formerly of
Broad Brook and New-
ington, passed away
Wednesday, Sept. 18, at
Avery Heights, Hart- |
ford. Born Oct. 26,
1936, in Middle Had-
dam, Susan was the
daughter of the late
Leroy Richards and
Louise (Bleser) Smith
and thewife of 35 years
to Robert Edward Johnson.

She was a graduate of East Hampton High
School, Class of 1954, and Fisher Junior College,
Class of 1956. Prior to her retirement, she was
employed as an executive secretary for the
Traveler's Insurance Company. She was a mem-
ber of Farmington Avenue Baptist Church. An
avid gardener, Susan loved spending time in her
yard and in the company of her many feathered
friends. She enjoyed looking for bargains at tag
sales, sewing, photography, and creating greet-
ing cards from her photos. She spent time travel-
ling and biked over 500 miles in England, Scot-
land, and Wales.

Sheissurvived by her children, Peter Combes
of Haddam, Suzanne CombesWinslow (Greg) of
New Hampshire, Dianne Combes Agarwal
(Rajan) of California; her siblings, John Smith
(Marilyn) of Maine, David Smith (Karen) of Min-
nesota, Elizabeth Treadway of East Hampton; her
grandchildren, Evan and AlyssaAgarwal, Olivia
Winslow Rodriguez (Elias), Josiah Winslow
(Paola), Lysandra Winslow Fernandez (Chris),
Caleb, Samuel, and Ruth Winslow; her great-
grandsons, Stephen and Ethan Winslow; a spe-
cial niece Paige Quinn, as well as many other
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her husband, Robert
Edward Johnson; her son, John Tapley Combes
of California; her sister, Sally Smith of East
Hampton; and her beloved border collie, Midnite,
of 16 years.

A celebration of Susan’slifewill be held Sun-
day, Oct. 6, a 2 p.m., at the Laurel Ridge Club-
house, 55 Laurel Ridge, East Hampton, with a
reception immediately following. Floral-themed
attire is welcome in memory of Susan’s love of
gardening. Buria will be held in Beaver Mead-
ows Cemetery in Leyden, Mass,, at the conve-
nience of the family.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Elizabeth Park Rose Conservancy, 1561 Asy-
lum Ave., West Hartford, CT 06117.

Newington Memorial Funeral Home, 20 Bonair
Ave., Newington, is assisting with her arrange-
ments. To share a memory with Susan’s family,
visit newingtonmemorial.com.




