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" RHAM High School senior Skylar Hainescover*s._fheWomen'sMarch in Hartford

aspart of theRHAM Newsproduction team. Hainescreated a seriescalled Speaking

Through Stories on the Community Voice Channel. On March 19, at 1:30 p.m., the

most recent show in the series: “ Connecticut’s Response to Gun Violence” will air.
In the episode, which will also air on March 28 at 7 p.m., Hainesendeavorsto start
a conver sation about both sides of the issue.

Temporary Fix Floated

by Allison Lazur

A subcommittee of membersfrom the Board
of Selectmen and Board of Finance this week
drafted an agreement to temporarily mend a
major charter issue recently brought to light.

The issue involves the discovery of a sig-
nificant, one-word omission in the town char-
ter, which was last revised and approved in
2017. The charter is a fundamental document
outlining the power structure and procedures
that guide local government.

First Selectman Art Shilosky last month was
thefirst to call attention to current charter lan-
guage that seemingly strips the Board of Fi-
nance of its ability to help craft the town bud-
get by making members responsible for pre-

senting the budget — but not for “ developing”
it.

The memorandum of understanding hashed
out at the subcommittee’s meeting Wednesday
is designed to serve as a short term solution
until along term remedy can be brought to vot-
ersat referendum in November. The agreement
will allow the town to proceed through the up-
coming budget processasit hasin the past, with
thefinance board making cutsto both the town
and school budgets.

The subcommittee — which consisted of
members Rob Tarlov and Andreas Bishikos
from thefinance board and Stan Soby and Rose-
mary Coyle from the Board of Selectmen —

Hebron Teen
Tackles Gun Violence

by Sloan Brewster

RHAM High School senior and blooming
journalist Skylar Hainesis passionate about the
truth.

Haines, who sat down with the Rivereast | ast
week to talk about some of her projects and
endeavors, created a news show called Speak-
ing Through Stories. The most recent episode
of the series, which airs on the Community
Voice Channel [CVC], is about gun violence.

Inatimewhen “mostissuesareincreasingly
polarized,” Haines, aHebron resident, said she
is about opening dialogues and starting con-
versations“ wherewe could find where our val -
ues, our intentions, and our visions could over-
lap.” To get there, she said, she does thorough
research and has conversations with folks on
al sides of an issue.

The in depth programs Haines creates are
newsy but are a bit longer than typical news-
castsand resembl e mini-documentaries, accord-
ing to Nick Lavigne, CVC's executive direc-
tor.

Not only does Haines come up with her own
ideas, she has the drive and follow-through to
completethem and asksfor feedback along the
way, he said. He noted that she has even asked
during the editing processif cutting footagein
acertain way would project a certain angle or
position on the subject — which is something
she does not want to do.

“She'sawaysinterested init representing the
truth and not a specific mindset,” he said.

Melanie Merkel, community outreach man-
ager and trainer at CVC, said Hainesisat CVC
three to five times aweek, spending up to five
hours a day there, and is constantly striving to
do better.

“She's got such a good head on her shoul-
ders,” Merkel said. “I know she'sgoing to make
agreat journalist someday and | am very proud
of her”

For her latest episode, entitled “ Connecticut’'s
Response to Gun Violence,” Haines sat down
with along list of people, including members
of Mothers United Against Violence; Mark
Barden, wholost his 7-year old soninthe Sandy
Hook shooting and is founder and executive
director of the nonprofit organization Sandy
Hook Promise; Jeremy Stein, executive direc-
tor of CT Against Gun Violence; Ray Johansen,
director of education for CT Carry; and Rich
Burgess, president of CT Carry.

Haines said she met Burgess and Johansen
at a brewery and while she was interviewing
them aman from anearby booth started shout-
ing, using explicit words about how he dis-
agreed with what the members of thegunrights
advocacy group were saying.

“1 was in awe of how the people from CT
Carry handled the situation. They kept saying,
‘We would love to have a conversation with
you,” shesaid. “That really struck me because
that waswhat | wastrying to do, trying to have
aconversation.”

When she was editing all her interviews,
Haines said she found a lot of soundbites in
which peoplewere saying the same thing about
trying to have a conversation.

“|1 alsofound every single person | wasinter-
viewing was searching for a dialogue where
there could be that middle ground and at |east
an understanding of where the other was com-
ing from,” she said.

Haines said she wanted to do the show be-
cause the country has been involved in onewar
or another since was born — and also because
gun violence has been on therise of late.

“1 spent my prom night [in 2018] watching
coverage of the SantaFe shooting and Parkland,
earlier that year, had devastated our school com-
munity,” she said.

TheMay 10, 2018, shooting at SantaFe High

See Gun Violence page 2

for Colchester Charter

unanimously approved the draft agreement at
what they hoped would be their first and only
meeting.

Tarlov, Bisbokos and Soby are Republicans;
CoyleisaDemocrat.

The draft agreement must be approved by
the full Board of Selectmen as well as the fi-
nance board.

A lega opinion from town attorney Matthew
D. Ritter said the omission of the word “ devel-
oping” in the charter takes away nearly al of
thefinance board’sinvolvement in the creation
of the town budget, including making neces-
sary cuts, while enhancing the Board of
Selectmen’s power over the yearly spending

package.

Thelegal opinionwasrequested by Shilosky
after he discovered the omission last month.

Letters sent to Shilosky by several people
who served on the charter revision commission
—MonicaEgan, Don Philipsand Gregg LePage
— state it was not the intent of the commission
to ater the powers of the finance board, but
merely to offer clarification.

“In our view the town budget is developed
by the first selectman, department heads, and
the office of the CFO. The BOF reviews, modi-
fies and adjusts the budget as the process goes
along,” LePage wrotein hisletter.

See Temporary Fix page 2
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Gun Violence cont. from Front Page
School in Santa Fe, Texas, left 10 dead and 14
injured. Three months earlier, on Feb. 14, a
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla, killed 17 and wounded
another 14.

Following the two shootings, “ The gun de-
bate in Connecticut and on afederal level was
rising intoneand [was| polarized,” Hainessaid.

To make mattersworse, misinformation was
being spread.

In response, Haines decided to make an epi-
sode of her show that would utilize research
and legislation and information on past effects
of gun violence, and on what the state hasdone
and isattempting to do to addressgun violence.

Topics in the “Connecticut’s Response to
Gun Violence” episode show include:; Ethan's
Law, aproposed bill requiring the safe storage
of firearms; aproposed bill on homemadefire-
armsknown as* ghost guns;” the ban on bump
stocks, which are modificationsthat all ow semi-
automatic weapons to fire at a faster rate; the
proposal to arm teachers; and the rise in gun
sales.

“It wasajournalism piece, completely unbi-
ased and displaying the beliefs on both sides of
the debate so that people could truly understand
where they stood,” Haines said. “I mostly
framed the episode around the idea of wanting
this two-sided conversation.”

With hopes of becoming aforeign correspon-
dent, Haines plans to major in journalism and
international studies in college. She said she
has not yet chosen her top college as she has
found aspects she loved in severa universities
she has toured.

Haines realized she wanted to pursue jour-
nalism whileteaching English to impoverished
children in Serapio, Mexico during the 2016
presidential election campaign — a campaign
that saw then-candidate Donald Trump pledge
to build a border wall between the U.S. and
Mexico.

“1 was with the kindest and most resilient
children| ever met, beingimmersedin that, and
there was misinformed dialogue in the U.S.,”
shesaid. “I found that | could beavoicefor the
voicelessand to create conversationsthat woul d
have all perspectives.”

Haines threw herself into studying journal-
ism to find out how international newsis cov-
ered, discovering along the way that it is the
least-watched news.

She decided she wanted to put different sto-
ries out, stories that “deserve and need to be
heard” and expose people to one another.

“Personally, | am looking forward in the fu-
ture to being an advocate for interesting jour-
nalism; it'ssomething | feel very called towith
my timein Mexico,” shesaid. “| feel that inter-
esting cultural exchange and interesting group
contact is extremely important today.”

“1 redly believe in exploiting the basis of
human connection,” she added. “When you're
flipping through the channelsand you see ahu-

man being that already has a similarity to you
just by being a human being ... it has an im-
pact.

The first episode Haines created for Speak-
ing Through Stories was about a refugee re-
settlement program and a Syrian family reset-
tling in Manchester.

The show gave the family members a plat-
forminwhich they could feel comfortable shar-
ing the tale of “the immense struggle and jour-
ney,” Haines said.

“Our conversations are so much more rich
and informed if we are able to internalize dif-
ferent people's perspectives,” she said. “ They
spoke for about an hour on tape. | produced,
directed and reported and led theinterview delv-
ing into every aspect of the conflict in Syria,
their journey to apply for refugee status and
eventually resettle.”

Haines has also been a part of the RHAM
News production team, which covers storiesfor
the school community. In January 2018, she
covered the Women’'s March in Hartford.

“1 found so much purpose in just being able
to hold the microphone up and give people a
platform and share why they’re marching,” she
said. “I think that was the first moment that |
knew | was ajournalist and that | was sharing
news and news that needed to be heard.”

Hainesisn’t only about journalism. She also
started a foundation called “Peace, Love and
Art: Hope for the Children of the Serapio
School in Mexico,” which provides creative
therapies such as art and musical instruments
and classes where student can express their
culture, backgrounds, and dreams. The foun-
dation also raised money to install acomputer
lab and started a letter exchange program,
whereby Hebron students email the kids she
taught in Serapio.

Another of her venturesistheActivism Club
at RHAM, which sheand fellow student Abigail
Perrin co-founded in response to the Parkland
school shooting.

Through the club, students are supported in
using their voices to become change makers,
she said.

“Thisisaplacefor peopleto usetheir voice,
whatever that voice hasto say,” she said.

L ast weekend, club membersand others par-
ticipated in an Activism Boot Camp in the so-
cia hall at Gilead Congregational Church.

According to Haines, it went well.

“It was awonderful experience to be part of
encouraging peopl € sinner activist and passion-
atevoices,” shesaid. “I know that weall learned
from each other while we were there and that
people walked away feeling as if they could
change the world.”

* k% %

The “Connecticut’s Response to Gun Vio-
lence” episode of Speaking Through Sorieswill
next air on March 19, at 1:30 p.m. and then on
March 28 at 7 p.m. It can also beviewed inthe
“On Demand” section of cvcct.org.

Temporary Fix cont. from Front Page

He added the charter givesthe finance board
the power to approve supplemental appropria-
tions and transfers within the town budget and
“it would not make sense” for the board to have
that authority but not be involved in theinitial
budget process.

The current town charter reads “ The Board
of Finance shall be responsible for presenting
to the town voters the budgets for al the town
departments and the combined budget and shall
have al of the powers and perform al of the
duties conferred or imposed upon Boards of
Finance by the general statutes.”

But before charter revision occurred, thelan-
guage outlining Board of Finance duties and
powers read “shall be responsible for devel op-
ing and presenting to the town voters the bud-
gets...”

Theboards of selectmen and finance formed
the subcommittee over the past two weeks, each
nominating two members. The short meeting
Wednesday night got off to a rocky start as
Coyleand Bishikos exchanged cutting remarks
about how the meeting should proceed and what
should be discussed.

“l don't need your sarcasm, Rosemary,”
Bishikos said.

“Andresas, this is going to be a civil meet-
ing,” Coylesaid. “There are not going to be at-
tacks of people. We are here to make a process
go forward so that the town of Colchester and
the people we represent can have a budget and
vote on a budget.”

Tarlov and Bishikos questioned a portion of
the memorandum of understanding, which was
written by Soby, that stated the agreement
would stay “in effect unless amended or ended

by vote of the Board of Selectmen.”

Tarlov said hefelt that line allowed the Board
of Selectmen to have a possible “change of
heart” in the future.

Bishikos agreed, stating theline allowed the
selectmen, at any point, to lift the “checks and
balances” imposed by the Board of Finance*at
awhim.”

Soby said thelinewasincluded to avoid “ en-
cumbering afuture Board of Selectmenwith a
decision that this board made.”

Tarlov suggested changing the line to state
the agreement would stay in effect until No-
vember 2019 when the change could be for-
mally voted on by residents at referendum.

However, Coyle interjected: “Rob, Rab,
Rob, it just feelslike [there's] no trust at all.”

“Thenwhy doesthelinehaveto beinthere,
Tarlov responded.

Coyle said she interpreted the line as pro-
tection in case the charter change did not pass
at referendum.

“If the charter doesn’t pass, this gives us a
mechanism already in place to continue [the
memorandum of understanding]. | just read it
as the opportunity for us to protect the town,”
shesaid.

The committee ultimately changed the agree-
ment to read “ the memorandum of understand-
ing shall remain in effect until superseded by
revision of section C-601.C. of the town char-
ter”

Thefull Board of Financeisexpected to vote
on the agreement March 20 at 7 p.m. in the
Town Hall. A special meeting of the Board of
Selectmen had not been scheduled by press
time.

Read the Full Text of the MOU

The Memorandum of Understanding
drafted this week by a subcommittee of the
Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance to
address a pressing issue with the town char-
ter will go to the full boards for approval in
the coming weeks. The full text reads:

“The Board of Selectmen and the Board of
Finance agree, by mgjority vote of each Board,
that the budget process for the Fiscal Year
2019 - 2020 shall be the same as that which
occurred under the immediate past Town
Charter.

Thisprocessisdescribed on page 49, Town
of Colchester 2018-2019 Adopted Budget

document asfollows: “ The First Selectman’s
and Board of Education’s Proposed Budgets,
and the Capital Improvement Plan are final -
ized and submitted for review by the Board
of Finance.

Budget meetings are held to examine the
proposed budgets. The Board of Finance may
adjust Town department budgets, and can ad-
just only the bottom line total of the Board of
Education budget.”

ThisMemorandum of Understanding shall
remain in effect until superceded by revision
of Section C-601.C. of the Town Charter.”



Capital Improvements Drive Portland $35.07M Budget

by Elizabeth Regan

First Selectman Susan Bransfield and Super-
intendent of Schools Philip O’ Reilly thisweek
introduced a proposed $35.07 million spend-
ing plan heavy on capital improvements.

The combined budget proposal representsan
increase of $1.04 million, or 3.05 percent, over
the current budget. The officials presented their
plan at apublic hearing Tuesday in the second-
ary schools' auditorium.

Bransfield'sgenera government budget pro-
posal comes in at $13.68 million - including
operations, debt and capital. That's $321,756,
or 2.41 percent, over the current budget.

The school board in January unanimously
approved a $21.46 million education budget
proposal, which is $781,951 — or 3.78 percent
— higher than the current budget. A $65,000
reduction by Bransfield brought the proposed
increase to 3.47 percent over the current bud-
get.
Bransfield described the capital improvement
plan —which is up by $294,740, or 40.39 per-
cent, over the current year —asone of themain
factors driving this year’s budget increase.

The proposed $1.02 million capital improve-
ment plan for the coming year includes
$188,500 in technology upgradesfor the school
system as part of what O’ Reilly described as
“huge, huge changesin technology” inthe com-
ing year.

The school board decided to move several
technology purchases from the education
spending plan to the capital budget before vot-
ing to approve the proposal unanimously in
January. The technology needs include
$131,500 for the secondary school wifi system,
$35,000 for anew Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math lab, $10,000 for smart boards
and $6,500 for projectors.

A request for $41,500 to upgrade a heating,
ventilation and air conditioning system in the
district brings the capital requests for educa-
tion to $230,000.

The town side of the capital improvement
plan includes $88,000 to replace a police
cruiser, $50,000 for communication equi pment
upgradesinthefire department, $40,000 to save
up for the planned 2021 revaluation, $30,000
each for sidewalk and municipal parking lot
improvementsand $10,000 for work ontheAir
LineTrail.

Expected state grants amounting to $268,064
for improvements to Main Street sidewalks,
town sports fields and municipal parking lots
will reducetheimpact on taxpayers, according
to budget documents. Water and sewer usage
feeswill fund $250,000 of the capital improve-
ments.

Andover

by Sloan Brewster

The Public Works Department is getting
some new equipment after all.

Voters at a referendum Tuesday confirmed
what those in atown meeting had already de-
cided two weeks ago — that it's okay for the
town to purchase about $335,280 in equipment
for the Public Works Department.

Voters agreed to pay for a $141,875 Volvo
payloader over four years, with an interest rate
of 4.07 percent. Thefirst $36,195 payment will
comefrom thecurrent year’s undesignated fund
balance. Voters al so gave the go ahead to buy a
plow truck outright for no more than $200,000,
with funds also being drawn from this year's
fund balance.

Both questions passed 132 to 21.

Thetown will purchase a$193,405 Peterbilt
plow truck, whichincludes $99,405 for the body
and plow and $94,000 for the chassis, Town
Administrator Joseph Higgins said.

The projected increase to the mill rate based
on the total proposed budget would be 0.81
mills, or 2.39 percent, over the current mill rate
of 33.81. A taxpayer with a home assessed at
$200,000 would pay $6,762 based on the pro-
jected 34.62 mill rate. That'sanincrease of $162
over the current year.

The budget proposal must be approved by
the Board of Selectmen. The board can make
changes to the proposed education budget’s
bottom line, but must leave it up to the school
board to decide how the changes are itemized.

The largest chunks of the spending plan in-
clude salaries, at approximately 33 percent of
the total operating budget; employee fringe
benefits, at 22 percent; and debt service, at 13
percent.

Staffing changes include full-time adminis-
trative assistants in the Parks and Recreation
Department and at the Waverly Center. Thetwo
positions were each previoudly filled for 17.5
hours a week by a shared assistant, according
to Bransfield.

Oversight of the senior center and youth ser-
vices department is shared, according to the
proposed budget.

The changes contributed to an overall 14.39
percent increase in the parks and recreation
budget line and a decrease of 5.51 percent in
the senior center line.

Bransfield also added five hours to the part-
time land use and economic development co-
ordinator position and approximately fivemore
hours for the zoning enforcement officer.

Debt and Aid

Bransfield noted a$151,204 decreasein debt
compared to the current year despite the issu-
ance of a significant bond package approved
by votersin 2016.

The $10 million bonding project funded the
Route 17 recreation park and infrastructure
improvements to roads, sidewalks and a few
buildings.

“Some of our bonds have fallen off; we've
paid them in full. Even with the $10 million
bond we put on this past year, the debt pay-
ment is down,” she said.

Bransfield noted that revenue projectionsre-
main uncertain as the Connecticut General As-
sembly decides how it is going to apportion
funding to towns in the coming state budget.
State lawmakers won't vote on the massive
spending plan until several months from now.

The town’s budget plan will continue to
evolve over the coming month aswell, accord-
ing to Bransfield.

“We're still in the middle of trying to deter-
mine what the state’ s going to do, trying to de-
termine our needs, fine tuning some of our num-

Taxpayers OK

The town will order the cab now and it will
take about ninemonthsto buildit, hesaid. Once
it'sbuiltit will be outfitted with the chassisand
plow.

Thetruck will replace a 1996 truck that, ac-
cordingto Higgins, “iswell past itsuseful life”
With athree-person crew, the public works de-
partment breaks up the 30-mile route through
town between the three of them and they need
three dependabl e trucks.

The town is coming to the end of a three-
month lease on the payloader, whichisused to
load trucks with sand and road salt and move
large amounts of snow, Higginssaid. Thetown
will be reimbursed for the lease if it buys the
equipment outright when the lease expires.

The lease, which started in January, comes
with an option to buy and, after trading in the
town’s 1992 John Deere payloader for $5,767,
the new one will cost $136,108.

bers— and that will occur over the next month
by the Board of Selectmen aswe review in de-
tail this proposal,” she said.

The last severa years have been marked by
uncertainty in education funding, coming to a
head in 2017 when former Gov. Dannel P.
Malloy made drastic and unanticipated cutsthe
Education Cost Sharing program that | eft offi-
ciasin Portland scrambling to close a result-
ing budget gap of more than half amillion dol-
lars.

While selectmen at the time discussed the
possibility of going to the rainy day fund or
sending out a supplemental tax bill, they did
not have to do so. Bransfield this week said
officials were able to find savings by holding
off on purchases and new hires, as well as by
delaying the $10 million bond issuance until
the current fiscal year.

The budgeting move pushed $416,400 of debt
payments from May of last year until July,
Bransfield has said.

The state budget plan from Gov. Ned Lamont
released in February recommends an increase
of $73,505 in Portland’s share of education
funding from the state.

Bransfield said Lamont’srevised formulafor
apportioning education aid for municipalities
is more favorable to Portland than it's been in
the past.

“1"m happy that we're on this side, although
it meant in the past we weren't getting asmuch.
But [the state] istrying to makeit up for usand
| think that’s certainly healthy,” she said.

Lamont also proposed as part of hisbudget a
cost-sharing arrangement that would require
municipalitiesto pay aportion of teachers’ pen-
sion costs.

Figures from Lamont’s plan show the move
could result in abill of $59,327 for Portland’s
share of the expense if the governor gets his
way.

Teachersin Connecticut do not pay into the
Social Security system. Instead, they make a
mandatory contribution of 7 percent of their
annual salary into the state retirement fund,
according to the 2018 Connecticut Teachers
Retirement Handbook.

But the state underfunded the Teachers' Re-
tirement System for decades and is now grap-
pling with how to keep the spiraling costs in
check.

Education

O'Reilly in his presentation at the public
hearing described special education costsasone
of the biggest expenses facing the district.

“Ladies and gentlemen, | cannot emphasize
strongly enough the challenges, the changes,
that are occurring in our world relative to stu-

dents with special needs,” O’ Reilly said.

State law requires towns to provide special
education services for al qualifying students
who live there, which can result in expensive
outplacement costs if the school district is un-
ableto meet the students’ needsthroughitsown
existing programs.

The proposed education budget’s emphasis
on enhancing special education optionswithin
the district adds one special education teacher
to the applied behaviora analysis initiative at
Valley View School. The program started in
2017 to give students with autism and other
developmental disabilities specific techniques
and principles to help them learn, communi-
cate and interact with peers more effectively.

The budget also continues a specia educa-
tion program in collaboration with Wheeler
Clinic, currently initsinaugural year, that pro-
vides counseling and a supportive educational
environment for students in seventh through
12th grade with mental health and behavioral
challenges.

The district pays $107,000 for a counselor
and supervisor from Wheeler Clinic, O’ Reilly
said in January. The program requiresonefull-
time teacher and at least one paraeducator, ac-
cording to Director of Student Services Dawn
Davis.

O'Reilly at this week’s public hearing em-
phasized no additional staff members are be-
ing requested in the upcoming budget.

The education spending plan a so bolstersthe
district’sinitiative to make sure al studentsin
grades five through 12 have a Chromebook to
use during the school day. The school rolled
out 775 Chromebooks in 2016 for $200,000.
The program was funded in part through a
$48,000 grant from the Gildersleeve Wheeler
Educational Fund.

The proposed education budget includes
$75,000 to begin the yearly replacement cycle.

The school board during last year’'s budget
planning process approved a flat budget that
cut oneteaching position each in kindergarten,
first grade, third grade and fourth grade. A spe-
cial education teaching position, a full-time
custodian and afull-timelibrary assistant posi-
tion were eliminated through attrition.

Budget Planning Dates

Department headswill present their requests
to the Board of Selectmen on March 19 and
26. Selectmen are slated to deliberate April 2
and 3, with avote scheduled for April 10. The
selectmen-approved budget will go to a town
meeting on May 6 and a referendum on May
13 from 6 am. to 8 p.m. at Portland Middle
Schooal.

Public Wor ks Purchases

Using the lease funds toward the purchase
leaves about $122,000 on it, Higgins said.

“It's agood deal for the town and acritical
piece of equipment that the town needs,” he
said.

The public works department has asked for
the payloader for the past three years, accord-
ing to Board of Finance member Adrian
Mandeville. Thefinance board turned down the
requestsdueto lack of information about it and
because, at $170,000, the one the department
previously asked for “was too expensive,” he
said. In addition, it was too big for the garage.

The old payloader is unsafe and rotted out,
Mandeville said.

Voters overwhelmingly agreed to the pur-
chase during a Feb. 27 town meeting in a 42-
to-1 vote on the payloader and a 40-to-3 vote
on the plow. While the vote triggered a refer-

endum based on town charter, no mention was
made of a referendum that night. It was dis-
cussed briefly at last Wednesday’s Board of
Selectmen meeting.

In a phone call last Tuesday, Vice First Se-
lectman Jeff Maguire told the Rivereast the
board did not know a referendum was needed
on the purchases. After reaching out to thetown
attorney, selectmen determined it would need
to go to referendum, Maguire said.

Town charter dictates any spending amount-
ing to morethan 0.5 percent of the current bud-
get that occurs outside of the budget planning
process must go to referendum. If voters ap-
prove the supplemental appropriation, it must
go to referendum on the “second following
Tuesday.”

Maguire said the board needs to be updated
on the charter.



Hebron M aple Festival ReturnsThlsWeekend

by Sloan Brewster

Thisweekend the annual Maple Festival will
fill the center of town for the 29th year running.

Whiletherewill bethe usual food and maple
syrup offerings, this year's festivities will in-
clude some new fun, Diane Nadeau, president
and CEO of the Windham Region Chamber of
Commerce, said.

Included in that list is a partnership with
Colebrook Village, the senior living facility on
John E. Horton Boulevard. As part of the part-
nership, the facility is sponsoring “Little Miss
Maple,” acontest for children between the ages
of 6 and 8, who livein Hebron or nearby towns
of Columbia, Andover, Marlborough, Lebanon,
Coventry, Colchester, Glastonbury or Bolton.
The contest includes atalent show that will take
place at Colebrook Village at 6 p.m. tonight —
the first time the festival has expanded past its
normal two days, Nadeau said.

Little Miss Maple was part of the festival
years ago, Nadeau said.

A festival king and queen will also be named.
Nominees must be over the age of 55, livein
Hebron and have ahistory of volunteerism and
helping others. The winners will be crowned
tomorrow at a sock hop dance at Colebrook
Village.

Little Miss Maple and the king and queen
will also participate in the tractor parade Sun-
day at 1:30 p.m. “That’s Connecticut’s largest
tractor parade,” Nadeau said.

This year, Town Manager Andrew Tierney
won’t be making hisusual run atop atractor in
the parade. Instead, he plans to watch.

He said that, after the long winter, he's glad
good weather isin the forecast for the festival
—and added he hopes the fun spills over to lo-
cal businesses that should get lots of traffic
throughout the weekend.

Tierney said he enjoys the festival food and
looks forward to seeing folks come out with
their families and dogs.

“It seems like a lot of families bring their
dogsout,” he said.

Mr. Maple L eaf —an annual face at the festi-
val —will make hisusual appearancein the pa-
rade. While the identity of the man in the cos-
tumeis a secret, the same guy has been wear-
ing it for years, Nadeau said. “He bought the
costume and has been doing it for years.”

While the majority of festival activities and
food vendors will take place in the Douglas
Library parking lot, therewill also be eventsin

By Sloan Brewster

Ted Bromley has stepped down as chairman
of the Hebron Democratic Town Committee,
citing clashes with the committee’s direction.

However, when contacted this week by the
Rivereast, Bromley refused to comment further
on the matter.

“After much reflection, it has become clear
that the committeeismoving in adirection that
may not be one | personally choose,” Bromley
told the committee Sunday in an email that was
obtained by the Rivereast. “ That being said, the
committee mgjority, and not my personal ide-
als, iswhat should rule”

Hedid not clarify what thedirection hedidn’t
choose was.

In the email, Bromley tendered his resigna-
tion aschairman after nearly nineyearsbut said
he would remain a member of the committee,
and said hewould be availableto assist the new
chair.

He wrote that he “always supported core
Democratic values but leaned dlightly to the
center,” adding he“ never disagreed withanidea
just because the idea came from the ‘wrong’
party” and that he ran meetings to “ensure ev-
eryone and every ideawas considered.”

other locations.

One such activity is a newbie to the festival
— “abig huge arts and crafts sale a8t RHAM
Middle School,” Nadeau said.

The majority of crafters will be local and
from the surrounding communities, and “they
have some beautiful things,” Nadeau said.

On Saturday, AHM will host Adventure Day,
with birds of prey and outdoor programs.

At Hebron’sOld Town Hall the Hebron His-
torical Society will have quilts, gift basketsand
food and drink, including maple milk, maple
baked beans and bags of maple cookies. Ac-
cording to Maryann Foote, Historical Society
president, everything will be madelocally from
local maple syrup.

TheHistorical Society will aso host the 30th
annual quilt show in the Old Town Hall —
event that has been going on since before the
1990 start of the fest —and Connecticut Quilts
of Vaor will be on hand to present quilts to
local veterans.

The Douglas Library will have programs by
the Lutz Children’s Museum.

Nadeau singled out some of her favoritefes-
tival eats. “Theadultin melikesthe maple kettle
corn,” shesaid. “Thechildin melikesthe maple
cotton candy.”

She'saso afan of sugar on snow, whichwill
be available at the Company 1 Fire Station on
Main Street.

Sugar Houses Open

While the center of town will be bustling,
Nadeau said her favorite part of the Maple Fes-
tival is going to the sugar houses. Two in town
will be open this weekend — the Wenzel Sugar
House on East Street and the\Woodyacres Sugar
House on Cone Road.

When you walk into a sugar house, “the
steam is in the air with the [aroma of] maple
syrup,” Nadeau said—and added, “I’ m afarmer
at heart”

Nadeau said the reason she was drawn to
organizing the festival when the chamber took
it over was because of her own history with
farming, which includesgardening, raising pigs
and chickensand making her own maple syrup.

When the children in the family were grow-
ing up, they would gather and collect sap to
boil for syrup, Nadeau said. Now that they have
grown, she has given her evaporator to her
nephew to let the next generation take over the
process.

AttheWenzel Sugar House, RonWenzel will

Bromley went on to thank committee mem-
bers for their support and kindness and said
work and family also contributed to his deci-
sion to quit the leadership role.

“Recently, family issues both positive and
difficult have required me to focus my atten-
tion away from the committee,” hewrote. “Ad-
ditionally, new career opportunities with the
newly-elected administration at the state level
will require even more of my attention and |
feel it would no longer befair to hold the chair-
manship while not being able to devote the en-
ergy necessary to fulfill that role.”

Malcolm Leichter, committee vice chairman,
who spoke to the Rivereast Tuesday, said he
was not surprised by the resignation and that
he knew it was coming.

“Hehad alot of family issues,” Leichter said.
“He's now looking at a career change — posi-
tive career change.”

Leichter said Bromley had served the com-
mitteewell during histenure and had done good
things, including increasing membership.

“We were lucky to get six to nine people
[at meetings] before,” he said. “Now theroom
isfull”
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The Maple Fest returns to Hebron this weekend. Pictured here from last year’s

festival is Ron Wenzel, owner of The Wenzel Sugarhouse, demonstrating how to

make maple syrup on his evapor ator.

make maple syrup, while the ladies from the
Gilead Congregational Church Women's Fel-
lowship will sell maple pudding cake downin
his garage.

Ned Ellis of Farmer’s Cow will aso be at
Wenzel’swith a cow and calf.

Last year, Wenzel estimates about 2,000
people visited his sugarhouse in the two days
of thefestival.

“It'sagreat event andit’sfree; it doesn’t cost
anickel tocome,” he said.

In anti cipation of amuddy weekend, Wenzel
warned attendees to avoid wearing high heels.

The process of making maple syrup hasn’'t
changed since Native Americans showed colo-
nists how to do it, Wenzel said.

“It’sthe same process, except with evapora-
tors,” he said.

Prior to theinvention of the modern machin-
ery, sap drawn from a maple tree was boiled
when hot rocks were placed in it.

Native Americans who used the old fash-

An excellent leader, Bromley will be missed,
according to Leichter.

“Heled by consensusand did not try to steer
peoplein other directionsif he did not happen
to beon the same side of themgority,” he said.
“He did not try to push his agenda. He had no
agenda other than trying to rebuild the com-
mittee from the pits of no membership.”

In his resignation email, Bromley recom-
mended Tiffany Thiele—whoin November tried
to unseat Republican Robin Green asrepresen-
tative for the 55th Assembly District — as the
next chair.

“ She has devoted countless hoursto the com-
mittee and has the best understanding of our
situation,” Bromley wrote. “ She put so much
of herself into the 55th Assembly District cam-
paign, garnered a great understanding of the
values and needs of thedistrict, and met count-
less voters. Arguably, the 55th Assembly Dis-
trict is the most important position within our
town and she campaigned in an honorable man-
ner.”

Thiele said she was humbled by the recom-
mendation — but would not say if she'sinter-

ioned technique, however, did not make syrup,
Wenzel said. Instead, they made it into sugar
crystals, which they carried with them while
hunting.

Wenzel learned to make syrup the modern
way, with an evaporator. His first teacher was
his wife's grandfather. Later, when Seldon
Wells, who passed away in 2001, founded the
first Maple Fest, he became Wenzel’s mentor.

Russ Schaller of Woodyacres Sugarhouse
will also be demonstrating how to make maple
syrup. Like he did last year, Schaller will be
selling maple coated wal nutsin memory of his
wife, Denise Schaller, who made the tasty treat
for thefestival every year until she passed away
Dec. 24, 2017. They weremarried for 33 years.

Schaller will also have maple candy and
maple cream.

* k% %

After tonight’s talent show, hours of the
Maple Festival are 10 am.-4 p.m. both Satur-
day and Sunday.

Head of Town Democrats Steps Down in Hebron

ested in therole.

“| was humbled to hear that, but that’s in-
dicative of how Ted was as chair: fully sup-
portive of our local Democrats while growing
our membership,” shesaid. “Hewill bemissed,
but I’ m glad he's staying amember of the com-
mittee.”

Carol Connolly, former member of the
Hebron Board of Education and also wife of
former gubernatorial candidate Sean Connolly,
said thisweek she had been approached to take
the leadership seat and declined.

“1 was deeply flattered by those who reached
out and asked if they could nominate measchair
—but theanswer isadefiniteno! (Laughingly),”
shewrotein a statement. “I need a break from
politics!”

Leichter said hewas not aware Connolly had
been approached.

The committee will next meet on March 19
at which time memberswill nominate and vote
for anew chair, Leichter said.

“It comes down to who gets nominated that
night,” he said.



Hebron VotersApprove 89 Acre Land Purchase

by Sloan Brewster

Votersat alengthy town meeting last Thurs-
day, with more than 100 in attendance, agreed
to the $600,000 purchase of 89 acres behind
Colebrook Village for a new Public Works
Complex.

But it was not a foregone conclusion. Many
speakers adamantly opposed the notion of put-
ting town buildings on a parcel with wetlands
and historic value. After the vote, town offi-
cids, including Town Manager Andrew Tierney,
admitted they were nervous about the outcome.

In the end, the ayes had it, 63 to 29.

Officialswere surprised and gratified by the
number of people who showed and moderator
Catherine Marx opened the meeting with some
wit.

“We have over 100 in attendance, so there-
fore we do have aquorum,” she said, eliciting
achuckle from the audience.

Thefundsfor the purchasewill be split, with
$440,000 coming from the unassigned fund
balance and $160,000 from the Open Space
Land Acquisition fund.

The property is on John E. Horton Boule-
vard, tucked behind the senior living facility
and ispart of theVillage Green District, a130-
acre parcel behind CVS owned by Horton
Brothers, LLC. It was appraised at $630,000
and the town has an agreement with the seller
to purchaseit for $600,000.

According to town officials, itisanideal |o-
cation to build an approximate $9 million pub-
licworksfacility and other municipal buildings,
including afirehouseto replacethe aging Com-
pany 1 Fire Station on Main Street.

One by one, Board of Selectmen members
rose to the microphone and shared their sup-
port for the purchase. Chairman Dan Larson
said the property’s value to the town “cannot
be overstated.”

L arson stressed the votewasonly for theland
purchase and not for any future town complex
that may be built there. Still, he used East
Hampton as an example of why the purchase

wasi mportant describing town facilitiesthere
asbeing “spread all over town becausethey did
not have along-range plan.”

Brian O’ Connell, selectman and chairman of
the Open Space Land Acquisition Committee,
said the committee voted in favor of the pur-
chasefor “amyriad of reasons,” including that
itwill allow for an additional connectiontothe
Air Line Trail, bringing it closer to the center
of town.

Officias have said the plan for the parcel,
which abuts the town-owned Raymond Brook
Preserve, includes creating trails linked to an
existing trail system.

Hea so commented that while putting atown
complex on the land may have an effect on the
Kinney Road neighborhood, which is on the
northern side of the parcel, it's better than a
high-density residential development.

Last week, Tierney told the Rivereast he had
been contacted by an affordable housing de-
veloper interested in putting adevel opment on
that parcel.

“Thetown isalow-impact user,” O’ Connell
said. “It’snot abig city; we don’t have alot of
vehicles and we want to be a good steward.”

Some residents were not convinced, stating
that if Public Works goes there, truck traffic
would ruin their peaceful rural road.

Residents were also concerned that the
department’s salt shed would harm the 35 acres
of wetlands on the property. Town officialshave
stated the opposite, insisting that the best way
to protect the wetlandsis for them to be town-
owned.

Mary Anne Zeh, of Kinney Road, said the
Village Green District was created to draw in
economic development and increase tax rev-
enueto thetown. She questioned how that could
happen if the town builds there. She also said
the property would be better served as protected
land.

Instead of sellingit for development, thefam-
ily should “donate their father’sbeloved land,”
which during his lifetime he refused to parcel

.

Votersat atown meeting last Thursday agreed to atown purchase of the 89-acre
Horton Property on John E. Horton Boulevard, behind the senior living facility in
theVillage Green District. Thisisthe back portion of the property on Kinney Road

near theintersection with Church Street.

off, and protect it in his name as the John E.
Horton Wildlife Preserve, Zeh said.

Other speakersdecried thelossof history that
would result if the land is developed, saying
historic mills once occupied it.

Maryann Foote, chairman of the Historic
Properties Commission, said the commission
should have been involved in considering the
purchase.

Foote also had reservations about making a
new town green on a portion of the property.
Town Planner Mike O’'Leary said at a public
hearing earlier this month that the space could
be used as a larger town green, where local
activities, such as the Maple Fest, could be
held.

But Foote said sheliked the green inits cur-
rent location.

“The Town Green was there from the begin-

nings of town; the Plan of Conservation and
Development saysthegreenistoremaininthe
center of town,” Foote said.

The Town Green that starts beside Old Town
Hall on Route 66, and stretches down to the
intersection of routes 85 and 66.

Foote forwarded the Rivereast a line from
page 111 of the Plan of Conservation and
Development to emphasize her point.

“The Hebron Green should remain the focal
point of the town and should continue to serve
as an attractive entrance to the Town Center,”
the excerpt reads.

“Town greensare historic locations; they can
neither be bought nor moved,” Foote said.

After all the speakers said their piece, the
votewas held, first by voice but to be certain
she had it correct, Marx requested a hand
vote.

Marriage at Marlborough Health and Rehab

by Allison Lazur

Love can often be found in the most unex-
pected placesand —for PatriciaRoss and David
DePaolis it was at Marlborough Health and
Rehabilitation Center.

Rossi, 77, and DePadlis, 75, are both resi-
dents at the facility and when the Rivereast ar-
rived for aninterview with the couple, they were
patiently waiting, handsintertwined, outside of
their joint room.

The two decided to tie the knot last Satur-
day in the center’s recreation room after meet-
ing nearly one year ago.

“1 showed him how to play bingo,” Rossi
said.

DePaolis said the relationship began when
one of the nurses suggested he play bingo after
dinner, but he didn’t know how.

It was at that bingo game about 11 months
ago that “we [first] caught a glance at each
other” hesaid.

The relationship progressed and DePaolis
said the coupl€e’s “first date” was at a family
night hosted in the center’s dining room.

“We went to afamily night here and it esca-
lated from there,” he said.

But decades ago, destiny was already at
work, as Ross revealed the pair attended the
same high school and grew up two streets apart
from one another in the south end of Hartford,
but never met as teenagers.

Unbeknownst to the future lovebirds, ro-

mance would be in the air more than 50 years
later.

Rossi said what she loves most about
DePadlisis the way he treats her calling their
relationship “a special bond.” DePaolis said
“seeing each other every day” made him real-
ize he “wanted to be with her.”

Part of why he wanted to marry Rossi was
because“weget along,” he said through chuck-
les.

So last Saturday, March 2, the two were
married by Pastor Dan Earhart of Marlborough
Fellowship Church surrounded by about 25
family, friends and staff members.

Rossi’s friend Donna Benard-Florindo was
the maid of honor while friend Walter Tracz —
who is also another Marlborough Health and
Rehabilitation resident — served as best man.

Director of Admissions/Marketing Allison
Schmauder said this was the first time the fa-
cility had ever hosted a wedding.

Callie the border collie served dual roles as
the flower girl and ring bearer, while Town
Clerk Lauren Griffin arrived at the facility to
complete the newlyweds marriage license.

Thedecorativetulle and arch were borrowed
from It's So Ranunculus Flower Shoppe.

“It felt like young love,” Schmauder said.
“Therewasalot of love in the room both from
their residentsand friendsand family. You could
tell they have areally good support system.”
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Marlborough Health and Rehabllltatron residents Patricia Rossi and David
DePaolismarried last Satur day, after meeting at thefacility nearly ayear ago. Pastor
Dan Earhart of Fellowship Community Church officiated thewedding while Donna
Benard-Florindo (standing, left) and Walter Tracz (standing, right) served as maid
of honor and best man, respectively.



East Hampton Champion Wrestler

by Elizabeth Regan

State champion East Hampton wrestler Dylan
Levesqueisateam of one.

The 15-year-old East Hampton High School
student is the only wrestler currently compet-
ing under his school’s banner. He trains and
travelswith the Portland High School wrestling
team under coach Drew DeBowsky.

Levesque earned the Class S state title on
Feb. 16 at Windham High School when he
bested Windham'’s Elijah Vertefeuille 3to 1 in
the 113-pound weight class.

Levesgue went on to beat Vertefeuille again
in the State Open — which brings together the
best athletes from schools of all sizes — but
missed a spot in the New England Champion-
ships by one place.

East Hampton's only other state wrestling
champion won the title in 1989, according to
DeBowsky. That was also the last year East
Hampton had its own wrestling team.

Asateam of one, Levesque's scores did not
contribute to the Portland’ stotal sthisyear. But
DeBowsky said the champion wrestler’s com-
mitment to the sport inspires the Portland ath-
lete.

“1 think with hiswork ethic, knowledge and
hisdrive, it helped make everybody on the Port-
land team a better wrestler,” DeBowsky said.

Laura Levesque described her son as “ner-
vous’ thefirst time shedropped him off at Port-
land High School for practice.

“But right when | picked him up, hewaslike
‘I've already made friends.” They were warm,
welcoming,” she said.

Levesque said the Portland wrestlers didn’t
act differently toward him because he's on his
own.

“They treat me like I’'m on the team,”
Levesque said.

Levesque has been wrestling for about five
years with MarcAurele Wrestling, a Niantic-
based club. He and his brother, Kyle —who is
in seventh grade at East Hampton Middle

(shown with Levesque at right).

School — have amassed numerous tournament
wins.

Levesgue creditsayear-round training sched-
ulefor his success.

“During the off-season, | worked really hard
and | didn’t stop wrestling. It kind of helped
keep mein shapeand allowed meto build more
on my technique,” he said.

Levesque trains three times a week at the
wrestling club during the off-season and works
out every day for one to two hours.

Levesque said theindividual aspect of wres-
tling isthe main thing that drew him to the sport.

“1 like how it's just you out there. You have
no excuses,” he said.

His coach described wrestling as “success
from within.”

Gun, Drugs, Cash Found in

by Elizabeth Regan

An East Hampton
man was arrested this
week after members of
the East Hampton Po-
lice Department found
a gun, bullets, drugs
and amost a thousand
dollarsincashduringa
search of his White
Birch Road residence.

Addison Clegg, 18,
of 35 White Birch Rd., .
wasarrested March 11 Addison Clegg
and charged with first-degree robbery, second-
degree larceny, second-degree threatening,
criminal use of afirearm, sale of a controlled
substance, possession of heroin and possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Court documents state the arrest stemmed
from a March 5 incident during which Clegg
allegedly stoleabout $2,040 from aguest at his
home.

East Hampton and Middletown police had a
history of “extensive contact” with Clegg on
roughly 40 occasions, according to an incident
report written by East Hampton police officer
John Wilson. Clegg has no criminal record on
file, but Wilson noted any juvenile offenses
would not be accessible.

Inasworn statement, the alleged victim told
police he went to Clegg's house with an un-
named friend to play the video game Fortnite.
He said he was robbed during the visit by sev-
eral men. He described one asablack man, one
as a Hispanic man and one as a white man.

The aleged victim met Clegg about aweek
prior and had been corresponding with him
through the social media platform Snapchat,
according to the report.

Thealleged victim told police Clegg showed
him ashopping bag containing roughly apound
of marijuana before grabbing a gun from the
vicinity of therefrigerator and shooting ablank
round into the air.

According to the sworn statement, Clegg

demanded his satchel while the Hispanic man
held aknife with afour-inch blade against the
alleged victim's stomach.

The aleged victim said Clegg took awallet
containing $2,000 from his satchel along with
$40 from another wallet in the bag. He told
police he was carrying that amount of money
because he was going to look at a Ford Mus-
tang later in the day.

The alleged robbers continued to search the
man and his unnamed friend, according to the
statement. The alleged victim said they made
race-related commentslike“whatchagonnado
cracker” before he and his friend left through
the front door.

Court documents state the victim called 911
toreport the alleged robbery on hisway to drop
off his friend, who did not want any involve-
ment with the police.

Officers who responded immediately to the
White Birch Road residence found Clegg and
his brother in the house, the report said. The
brothers denied any sort of disturbance at the
house and made no mention of the alleged vic-
tim or his friend having been there. Clegg
claimed the officers were harassing him, ac-
cording to the report.

An officer during the same visit got permis-
sion from Clegg and his brother to look in the
area of therefrigerator for the gun they’d been
told was shown during the incident, the report
said. No gun was found.

The alleged victim in his statement told po-
lice he had visited Clegg the day before to buy
THC vape pen cartridges. He stayed at the house
to play video games, smoke and “have a good
time” and saw Clegg open a package that had
just come in the mail. The aleged victim said
the package contained a“ ghost gun,” which he
described asafirearm made by assembling parts
from an unfinished kit.

Clegg was wearing alocator bracelet on his
ankle asacondition of probation for aprevious
incident, according to the police report.

Police returned to the house on March 11
around 6:50 p.m. with asearch warrant for guns

Finds‘Succfrom Within’
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East Hampton wrestler Dylan L evesque, 15, (shown at |eft on top) haswrestled hisway to successthisyear, and captured the
Class S statetitlelast month. Hetrainsand travelswith the Portland High School wrestling team under coach Drew DeBowsky

“The sport builds a lot of character,”
DeBowsky said. “It’sjust you out there. There's
nobody else you can blame for your mistakes
or nobody else you can look to for your fail-
ures. You've got to look within yourself.”

But there's still a team aspect — and that's
what DeBowsky said he hopes to build on by
expanding theteam of one concept into alarger-
scale cooperative effort between the two
schools. Hewould liketo create a Portland/East
Hampton “co-op” that would allow interested
athletes from East Hampton to compete even
though there aren’t enough of them toformtheir
own team.

A co-op would enhance the experience for
wrestlers from both schools, according to

DeBowsky

“[Levesgue] has obviously been a huge as-
set to theteam and all, but at the end of the day
there’ stimes he's actually competing against a
Portland guy. With aco-op, it allows usto com-
bine forces and be able to score as one team,”
DeBowsky said.

Successful co-op teams in class S include
Lyman Memorial High School and Windham
Technical High School aswell as Suffield and
Windsor Locks, according to DeBowsky.

A co-op program would have to be approved
by the participating schoolsaswell asthe Con-
necticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference.
DeBowsky said the idea of a Portland/East
Hampton co-opisstill in the discussion phase.

Raid of East Hampton Home

East Hampton police seized 25 itemsduringtheMarch 11 search of aWhiteBirch
Road residencein connection with arobbery investigation. Theitemsincluded 4.103
ounces of marijuanain prepackaged bags, $980 in cash and a Kahr 380 handgun.

or gun-related components authorized by a
Middlesex Superior Court judge, the court
documents said.

Wilson's report said a team of six officers
forced their way into the house after nobody
answered thedoor. They secured Clegg and read
him his rights, which he waived. He observed
the search from the living room while saying
things like “you ain't gonna find sh-t” and
“you're going to be looking for along time,”
according to the report.

Court documents show police seized 25
items, including scales with white powder that
|ater tested positivefor heroin, 4.103 ounces of
marijuana in prepackaged bags, $980 in cash

and a Kahr 380 handgun.

Clegg wastaken into custody and processed
at the East Hampton Police Department, the
report said. He denied any involvement in the
alleged robbery.

Clegg was unable to post a $100,000 bond
and was held at the Middletown Police Depart-
ment until a court appearance the next day.

He has been held at the New Haven Correc-
tional Center since March 12, according to the
state Department of Correction website.

Clegg has not yet entered aplea. Heis next
scheduled to appear at the Middletown court-
house on March 18.



East Hampton Voter s Approve $1.80M Worth of Projects

by Elizabeth Regan

Voters at this week’s town meeting unani-
mously approved three separate resolutions al-
locating atotal of $1.80 million on projects af-
fecting local emergency services, the fire de-
partment and Center School.

There were no dissenting voices when mod-
erator Alan Hurst called the votes on $845,000
in public safety radio upgrades, $679,000 for a
new pumper-rescue fire truck and $277,000 to
replace the failing boiler at the town’s school
for fourth and fifth grade students.

Voting officials checked in 86 taxpayers as
they filed into the East Hampton High School
auditorium Monday night, according to Town
Clerk Kelly Bilodeau.

Members of the Capital Improvement Com-
mittee, Board of Finance and Town Council
previously identified the three projectsas press-
ing needs that must be addressed before the
proposed budget goes to referendum in May.

Fire Chief Greg Voelker said the $679,000
firetruck will replace Engine 212, 21994 Pierce
Manufacturing pumper truck stationed at the
Company 2 firehousein Cobalt. Engine 212 will
move to Company 3 on White Birch Road,
where it would replace a 1989 Pierce pumper
truck the department plansto retireand send to

auction.

Voelker said after the meeting officials will
be putting together the specifications they want
inthe new truck and will either put it out to bid
or buy it through a state contract or purchasing
consortium, if that’s an option. He expects de-
livery to take 9-12 months, which means the
new truck could roll in sometime around De-
cember or January.

Upgrades to the radio system used by po-
lice, firefighters, the fire marshal’s office, am-
bulance personnel and the public worksemploy-
ees includes about $800,000 for infrastructure
improvements and equipment and another
$45,000 for contingencies and financing costs.

The current system was described in an in-
dependent 2018 public safety communications
analysis as “substandard” due to alack of in-
vestment by town officials over the years.

East Hampton Police Department Union
President Hardie Burgin said Tuesday that of -
ficers are overwhelmed by the support from
voters, which he said will benefit the town’'s
emergency servicesfor yearsto come.

“The ability for the officers of the police de-
partment to communicate with dispatchisvita

Police said adriver of adump truck wasto blamefor athree-car crash on Route
6 Monday morning that left four peoplewith minor injuries, and left onelane of the

road closed for four hours.

Dump Truck Crash and Cleanup
Closes Route 6 in Andover

by Sloan Brewster

A three-vehicle crash on Monday morning
involving adump truck and two carsled to the
closure of one lane of Route 6 for four hours
whilean environmental cleanup crew addressed
the resulting fuel spill.

Minor injuries were reported.

Theaccident, whichtook place at about 7:24
a.m., was caused by road conditions, said
Andover Fire Chief Ron Mike.

“It was pretty dick and glazed over that morn-
ing,” he said.

In the aftermath of the crash, thefuel tank of
the dump truck was leaking and about 40 gal-
lons of diesel spilled onto the roadway, thefire
chief said. The Department of Energy and En-
vironmental Protection was called to the scene
and in turn called Kropp Environmental Ser-
vicesto perform the cleanup.

According to an accident summary from the
Connecticut State Police, the crash occurred on
Route 6 about one-tenth of amilefrom thein-
tersection with Route 87 in Andover. Police said
a 2014 Subaru Legacy driven by Garrett
Boulanger, of Vernon, and a 2015 Chevrolet
Equinox driven by Kent Tedford, of Williman-

tic, were travelling west on Route 6 when an
eastbound Mack 700 dump truck, driven by
Cecil Boyd, of Middlefield, lost control dueto
icy road conditions, spun out and struck thecars.

Boyd wasissued an infraction for travelling
too fast for the road conditions.

All three drivers and Maebel Kent, of
Willimantic, a passenger in the Equinox, suf-
fered minor injuries and were transported to
area hospitals, Mike said. Ambulances from
Andover, Columbia and Hebron responded to
the accident.

It took about four hours to clean the mess,
during which time the eastbound lane of the
road was closed, Mike said. Eastbound traffic
was redirected through Columbia.

In the half hour directly after the crash, both
lanes of Route 6 were shut down while folks
were patched into ambulances and sent off to
hospitals.

The Andover Fire Department stayed on to
assist state troopersdirecting traffic and the road
was fully reopened at about 11:30 am., Mike
said.

for the safety of both the officersinvolved, and
the citizens in need. The passing of this vote
was yet another step forward for the town of
East Hampton towards the much needed mod-
ernization of its police department,” Burgin said
in astatement. “ The union would like to thank
al who came out to vote. By doing so, voters
hel ped to ensure officers can continueto do their
job and do it as safe as possible.”

The upgrades will add a communication
tower on Young Street and will make sure re-
sponders have up-to-dateradios. The new digi-
tal system could be encrypted when law en-
forcement officials deem it necessary to pre-
vent public access to the communications, ac-
cording to Police Chief DennisWoessner.

The plan was sel ected over optionsfrom an-
other private communications company and a
state-managed radio system.

Woessner said Tuesday he does not yet have
an anticipated start date or end date for the up-
grades.

Thefina project garnering approval on Mon-
day will replace the unreliable and inefficient
boiler at Center School with two smaller, natu-
ral gas-fired boilers for $277,000. The plan

leaves the current piping system in place.

The 34-year-old boiler has broken down on
numerous occasions over theyearsand, unlike
at other schoolsinthedistrict, thereisno backup
boiler in the building. District facilities direc-
tor Donald Harwood told town councilors in
January that officials spent nearly $200,000 in
repair costs over the past five years.

Harwood said major construction work
would take place over the summer break when
the school is not occupied. The project is esti-
mated to take about 10-12 weeks.

Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith said
the town meeting approval means officials can
“move forward aggressively” to make sure the
replacement is on schedule to start as soon as
the school closes for the summer.

“Over thelast three years, we have sunk tens
of thousands each year to keep the boiler going
and have experienced numerous shutdowns.
There are no replacement partsat this point for
the boiler and we are very lucky that we did
not have a catastrophic loss of heat at the
school,” Smithsaid. “I' m grateful that thetown
boards recognized the urgent need and priori-
tized this replacement.”

Marlborough Man
Helpsin Hartford Fire

by Allison Lazur

Marlborough resident Vinnie Zitowason his
way to hisHartford-based machine shop, Metal
Industries Inc., last Thursday, March 7, when
he saw “smoke billowing into the sky.”

“1 said to myself, ‘This is either my build-
ing, or the apartment building next toit,’” Zito
said this week.

It was the apartment building.

The 42-unit building located at 820
Wethersfield Ave. sits adjacent to the machine
shop and had flames coming out of the north
side of the building Zito said.

Zito spranginto action to help the building’s
residentsto safety while, unbeknownst to him,
two of his employees were aready assisting
residents trapped in thefire.

Zito said there were sounds of sirensin the
distance, but no rescue personnel had yet ar-
rived.

He said he drove past the burning building
to pull into the driveway of hisbusiness, which
abuts 820 Wethersfield Ave.

“1 then saw my employees, Joe Lauzon and
Dan Tripp, along with tenants from the apart-
ment in the front yard, scrambling to the south
side where people were screaming and break-
ing windows,” Zito said.

According to Hartford Deputy Fire Chief
Alvaro Cucuta, the fire broke out on the sec-
ond floor of the apartment building at approxi-
mately 7:18 am.

“Citizenswerefrantically calling for helpvia
several windows,” the department’s Facebook
page said.

Zito said “instinct took over” and heranin-
side the machine shop to get an extension lad-
der, but it was gone.

“It was then when | found that [Lauzon and
Tripp] had aready gotten it and were working

on extending it.”

Zito said he witnessed parents in the burn-
ing building dropping their children into the
armsof Tripp and Lauzon and other hel perswho
were below.

He said he assisted in bringing the tenants
of the building to safety and brought those dis-
placed by thefireto the customer areaof Metal
Industries Inc. where he offered candy and hot
chocolate to the children and coffee to the
adults.

Zito said his only thought during the chaos
was to help those in trouble to safety.

According to the Hartford Fire Department,
10 residents were transported to the hospital in
total —nine for smoke inhalation and one for a
hand burn.

The fire was put out by 7:54 am. after
firefighters struggled to position the fire trucks
close enough to the building because of fenc-
ing, Cucuta said.

Thefirewasruled arson by the Hartford Fire
Marshal and 38-year-old EladiaVazquez, of 169
Center St., Manchester, was arrested and
charged with first-degree arson, first-degree
criminal mischief, first-degree reckless endan-
germent, risk of injury and violation of proba-
tion.

Alvaro said there was some sort of dispute
between Vazquez — whose boyfriend lived in
the building — and another resident, which re-
sulted in Vazquez setting clotheson firein front
of the other resident’s door.

Zito said this week he decided to jump in
because in his mind, there were no other op-
tions.

“It never crossed my mind to do anything
other than help,” he said. “Instincts took over
and I'd like to believe most people would do
the samein this situation.”



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

At 39 yearsold, | know I’m not exactly
the network nightly newscast’s target au-
dience. That tends to be a little bit older.
But I'd still rather watch the half-hour
nightly national newscast — preferably on
NBC — than flip over to the drone of 24-
hour cable news outlets.

Why isthis? Because | actually want the
news.

I’ve noticed it before, and Tuesday re-
aly drove the point home: if you want just
the news— no dreaded analysis, no talking
heads there to tell you what you just saw
with your own two eyes—there'sreally no
place like the half-hour national news.

Tuesday brought a bevy of major news
stories: There was the college admissions
bribery scandal, the biggest such scandal
inU.S. history (and onethat involved apair
of famous Hollywood actresses too,
strangely). There was the fact that yet an-
other Brexit deal was voted down, the |at-
est chapter in an ugly, ugly mess in Eu-
rope—amessthat could haverepercussions
throughout theworld (and has sparked very
real fears of renewed violence in beautiful
Ireland). And then there's the controversy
with Boeing 737 Max jets, which, after
having been involved in two deadly crashes
inthe past six months, have been grounded
by most countries in the world except,
troublingly, Canada and the United States
(though onWednesday, they followed suit).

In short: lots of stuff going on. Should’ve
given the cable news channels plenty to
chew on, no?

No.

A friend of mine shared with me Tues-
day evening that, despite all that had gone
onintheworld that day, heflipped over to
CNN and was greeted with yet more wall-
to-wall Trump coverage. And it wasn't even
news about the Mueller investigation or
anything like that, my friend said; as he
put it, “it’sjust people sitting in the studio,
trying to read tealeaves.”

Contrast that with what | got onthe NBC
Nightly Newsthat night. The broadcast led
with a big story on the admissions scan-
dal, and also included two lengthy (for half-
hour newscasts anyway) stories about
Brexit and the Boeing jets being grounded
— even featuring a handy way to see if
you're actually due to fly a Boeing 737
Max and what you can do about it.

The only Trump-related story was the
news that Nancy Pelosi said she wasn't

Obituaries continued

East Hampton

GinaMarie Garofalo

GinaMarie Garofalo, 53, of Southington, for-
merly of East Hampton, died Sunday, March 10,
at John Dempsey Hospital in Farmington. Born
Aug. 28, 1965, in Middletown, shewasthe daugh-
ter of Rosemary (Anderson) Garofalo and thelate
Guy Garofalo Jr.

Gina grew up in East Hampton and attended
Vina Tech High School. She was employed by
Subway Sandwich Shop. Ginaenjoyed bingo and
crocheting, but what gave her the most joy in her
life was caring for her grandchildren.

She is survived by her mother, Rosemary
Garofalo of East Hampton; her son, Shawn
Beaulieu and wife Stacey of Florida; daughter,
Nicole Beaulieu and fiancé Tom Cedeno of
Southington; two brothers, Ricky Garofal o of East
Hampton, Justin Garofalo and wife Madalyn of
East Hampton; sister, Laurie Taylor of East Hamp-
ton; sister-in-law, Cathie Garofal o of East Hamp-
ton; six grandchildren, Christian, Aidan, | sabella,
Mason, Tiffany and Shawn I1.

She was predeceased by her brother Guy
Garofalo I11.

Friendsmay call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., today, March 15, from 5-7 p.m. To
leave online condolences, visit spencerfuneral
homeinc.com.

going to focus on possible impeachment,
at least for now. It was brief and it was ac-
tual news.

Look, I've made it quite clear in this
space that I’'m no fan of Donald Trump,
and | enjoy a good takedown of him. But
I’m also realistic enough to see there are
other thingsgoing onin theworld that need
our attention. And on Tuesday, alot of other
things.

The NBC broadcast gave you what you
needed, not much of what you didn’t, all
in the span of half an hour. Then it was on
to Extra.

It's a little weird, when we have three
cable channelsdevoted to nothing but news
24 hoursaday (and that’s not even includ-
ing business news channels like CNBC),
your most reliable source for television
news is the half-hour network newscast —
aformat that’'sbeen around aslong astele-
vision itself.

Thereason, again, issimple: duetotime
congtraints, the broadcasts don’t have time
for analysis, or huge panels, or posting
tweets from viewers, or any of that other
time-wasting stuff. They’ve got 30 minutes
to recap the news— so they do exactly that.

A newscast presenting the news. What a
concept.

* k% %

Here are some of life's great questions,
asposed by thelate, brilliant George Carlin:

“What do you do when you see an en-
dangered animal eating an endangered
plant?’

“Have you ever noticed that anybody
driving slower than you is an idiot, and
anyone going faster than you isamaniac?’

“Why is the man who invests all your
money called a broker?’

“If you ate pasta and antipasto, would
you still be hungry?’

“If all the world is a stage, whereis the
audience sitting?’

“If aparsley farmer issued, can they gar-
nish his wages?’

“If apiglosesitsvoice, isit disgruntled?’

“How do they get the deer to cross at
that yellow road sign?’

“Before they invented drawing boards,
what did they go back to?’

“1f the#2 pencil isthe most popular, why
isit still #27”

And lastly, not aquestion but thisis such
afantastic, and wise, quote: “Inside every
cynical person, thereisadisappointed ide-
alist”

East Hampton

Police News

2/22: Asia Thompson, 42, of 24 Fowler St.,
Middletown, was arrested and charged with
operating under suspension, drinking while
driving, possession of drug paraphernalia and
sale of narcotics, East Hampton Police said.

2/27: DiannaAldrich, 35, of 16 Hayes Rd.,
was issued a summons for operating a motor
vehicle while under suspension, police said.

3/3: Michael Casey, 43, of 74 Main St., was
arrested and charged with DUI, failureto drive
right and failure to drive in the right lane, po-
licesaid.

Also, from Feb. 25-March 3, officers re-
sponded to 12 medical calls, three motor ve-
hicle crashesand five alarms, and made 12 traf-
fic stops, police said.

Colchester Police News

3/6: State Police said Andrew Frame, 29, of
20 Pershing St., Hartford, was arrested and
charged with second-degree failure to appear.

3/8: State Police said Michael A. Ferguson,
24, of 40 High St., Portland, was arrested and
charged with second-degree failure to appear.

Colchester Police
Respond toAlarm

State Police said at approximately 2:32
am. on March 5, troopers responded to an
alarm at abusinesslocated at 199 Old Hart-
ford Rd.

Police said a shattered front window was
discovered, but did not disclose at which
business the incident occurred.

There were no suspects or witnesses at
the scene, and the business owner was noti-
fied, police said.

This incident is currently under investi-
gation and anyone with information isasked
to contact Trooper Daniel Gonzalez at 860-
465-5400.

Portland Police News

3/4: Victoria Amenta, 32, of 183 Rose Hill
Rd., was charged with fifth-degree larceny,
credit card theft and illegal use of credit card,
aswell asthree cunts of failureto appear, Port-
land Police said.

3/6: Todd Bower, 30, of 324 Main St., was
charged with two counts of probation violation,
police said.

Mar Iborough

Police News

3/6: State Police said Sarah N. Green, 19, of
63 High Point Commons, was arrested and
charged with assault of public safety or emer-
gency medical personnel and disorderly con-
duct.

3/10: State Police said Brian M. Eastman,
37, of 191 East Hampton Rd., was arrested and
charged with failure to keep narcoticsin origi-
nal container, possession of drug parapherna-
lia, possession of narcotic substance with in-
tent to sell and possession of |essthan one-half
ounce of cannabis.

Andover Police News

3/7: State Police said Manuel Torres, 36, of
220 Valley St., Windham, was arrested and
charged with third-degree larceny, interfering
with officer/resisting arrest and second-degree
reckless endangerment.

3/8: State Police said Cynthia Conant, 20,
of 72 Bristal St., FI. 2, Southington, was ar-
rested and charged with failure to respond to
infraction.

Theft at Colchester

Toyota Dealer

Colchester Police said at approximately
2:21 p.m. on March 4, atheft was reported
from the Toyotadealer located on Old Hart-
ford Road.

The general manager of the car dealership
reported that $1,000 had been stolen, police
said.

This incident is currently under investi-
gation.

State Police said failure to yield at a stop
sign caused ahead on collision, leaving aman
and woman with minor injuries.

At approximately 4:54 p.m. on March 5, a
Chevrolet S10driven by CharlesM. Cole, 67,
of 28 Portland Rd., was traveling north on
North Main Street entering the intersection
with Austin Drive.

A Subaru Impreza, driven by Debra

Two-Vehicle Collision in Mar [borough,
Minor Injuries

Chapman, 55, of 16 Fuller Rd., failed to stop
at astop sign onAustin Drive before attempt-
ing to make a left turn on North Main Street
and collided head on with the Chevrolet.

State Police said Cole and Chapman were
both transported by Marlborough Ambulance
to Middlesex Hospital Marlborough Medical
Center with minor injuries.

Correction

In an article published on page 16 of the
March 8 Rivereast, it was incorrectly stated
that Andover Board of Finance member
Adrian Mandeville said the purchase of a
plow truck would knock the town’s $2.4
million fund balance to 10 percent of the
town’s overall budget. Mandeville actually
stated that the fund balance, which is cur-
rently 16 percent of the budget, needs to be
reduced further to get to 10 percent.

The Rivereast regretsthe error.



Obituaries

East Hampton

Shirley Lewis Cooke Dunnl ng

Shirley Lewis Cooke
Dunning, 98, of Read-
ing, Vt. and East Hamp-
ton died peacefully on
March 2inthehome she
shared with her daugh- |
ter and son-in-law,
Ledieand John O'Kelly
in East Hampton.

She was born Febru- |
ary 4, 1921 in Camden,
N.J., the daughter of
Dwight  Whitmore
Cooke and Katharine
Fiske Cooke. She lived in Merchantville and
Haddonfield, N.J. and graduated from Haddon-
field Memorial High School in 1938. She then
moved to Winchester, Mass., where shelived with
her grandmother, Mrs. Fiske-Bradford, and at-
tended school. Later she took courses at
Middlebury College while living in Middlebury,
Vt. and in past years enjoyed their Alumni Col-
lege.

In 1942, she and George R. Dunning were
married in Winchester and they lived in Marble-
head, Mass. During the war years she was in
Walnut Ridge, Ark., Dothan, Ala., and Fort Myers,
Fla. until her husband went to England asa P-51
fighter pilot. At that point, she moved to the fam-
ily farm in Reading, Vt., the seventh generation
of her family to live in Reading.

She was co-president with her husband of the
Reading PT.A., a Den Mother of Cub Scouts,
active in the Reading Christian Union (Reading
Community Church) as secretary for many years,
and was on the Planning Committee and Zoning
Board for the town. She was a member of the
Reading Historical Society and was an associate
member of the Perkinsville Community Church.

Shirley and her husband George owned and
operated the Mt. Ascutney (Vt.) Ski Shop in the
base lodge for fifteen years. She continued ski-
ing in her later life. She was happy hiking the
hillsaround her home and was acompetent hunter
into her eighties.

Being an avid traveler, shehad visited al seven
continentsand over thirty countriesand had given
talks and shown her slides on many occasions.
Sailing was a passion and she had made many
long passages — the Virgin Islands to Bermuda;
two trips from Massachusetts to the Bahamas,
Picton, Ontario to North Carolina and return;
down the St. Lawrenceto New Brunswick; Wash-
ington State to Alaska; as well as yearly sailing
cruises on the coast of Maine, and exciting sails
in Alaska and other places.

Her husband, George, died in an automobile
accident in 1978. She will be remembered with
love by her three children: Dwight and his wife
Judy of Cornwall, Vt. and their two children —
Rebecca (and her husband Brian) Jones, and Tim
(and hiswife Tiffany) Dunning; Richard and his
wifeLori Kincaid of Anchorage, Alaskaand their
children—Kitty Kincaid, KrisKincaid, and Karen
Kincaid; Leslie and her husband John O’ Kelly of
East Hampton and their children — Aimee (and
her husband Len) Carlson, Kristie (and her hus-
band Josh) Cannon, Stephen O’'Kelly, and Mat-
thew O'Kelly. Ten great-grandchildren: Eowyn
Jones, Lyra Jones, Peter Sweetman, James
Sweetman, Mckenna Kincaid, Payton Kincaid,
Ashley Carlson, Hunter Carlson, Cole Cannon,
and Milo Cannon; and one great-great-grand-
daughter — Zoe Carlson. Sheis also survived by
her nephews, Randy and Michael Mulligan, and
her niece Kathy Mulligan Lord and their fami-
lies.

In addition to her parents and her husband,
Shirley was predeceased by her treasured sister
Katharine (Kay) Mulligan, her brother-in-law
E.W. (Pat) Mulligan, and by her grandson David
Kincaid.

She was the niece of noted raconteur Dwight
Fiske and adescendent of Mayflower passengers
and founding fathers.

She will be missed by all who knew her — es-
pecialy al her Reading, Vt. neighbors and Vir-
ginia friends, including Vicki Van Mater and
Sandy Smith of Virginia (daughters of the late
Bob Van Mater — Shirley’s high school beau, and
her dear companion in later years) with whom
she spent many special winters.

Her family thanks the Middlesex Hospital
Homecare Hospice nurses and aides for their
wonderful and compassionate care, and the help-
ers from Companions and Homemakers. A Cel-
ebration of Lifewill be held in Vermont at alater
date. Friends are invited to Leslie and John
O'Kelly’shome on Saturday, March 16, between
10 am.-1 p.m. at 10 Sherry Dr.

Contributions may be made in Shirley’s name
to Middlesex Hospital Hospice, 28 Crescent
Street, Middletown, CT 06457.

East Hampton
Audrey L. Heldel

Audrey L. (Shaw)
Heidel, 84, known for [
her boundless energy,
quick intelligence and
vibrant personality, died
peacefully early March 1
at her homein Haddam.
A wife of one, amother
of four and a friend to
many, Audrey was avi-
vacious spirit with a
thirst for learning and
life who danced to her own drummer

Audrey wasborn Oct. 2, 1934, inYonkers, N.Y.,
to James and Gladys (Dolly) Shaw. After gradu-
ating from high school in Fairlawn, N.J., she at-
tended nursing school before turning to a secre-
tarial job, where she met her future husband,
Robert H. Heidel. After marrying, shewas soon a
fulltime momwith four children, whom she taught
to swim, ski and play tennis. She also became a
lifeguard at thistime. Shelater earned abachelor’s
degree in biology and education from Eastern
Connecticut State University, and then amaster’s
degree. After teaching high school, she worked
asateacher at apsychiatric facility for youths, as
executive secretary to the dean of students and
assistant to the dean of the college at Wesleyan
University, for the state welfare department, as a
realtor, and as a deputy sheriff in Middlesex
County.

She lived most of her life in East Hampton,
and was very involved in her community, volun-
teering for many civic organizations. She served
as chairwoman of the East Hampton Board of
Education, was a member of the Governor’s
Health Task Force and a representative to the
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education,
served on the board of Middlesex Community
Health Services, was an active member of the
PTA, helped out with Little League and the Girl
Scouts, was a volunteer at Middlesex Memorial
Hospital, and served as an acolyte at St. Patrick
Catholic Church.

Audrey enjoyed music and musical theater,
playing the piano, swimming, tennis, bowling,
golfing, gardening, and socializing with family
and friends. She also loved the ocean and spent
many weekend days basking in the sun and read-
ing.

She was predeceased by her husband, Robert
H. Heidel, to whom shewas married for 51 years;
brother, Robert Shaw; and daughter-in-law, Mary
Bridget (O’ Sullivan) Heidel.

Sheissurvived by her children, Paul Heidel of
Middle Haddam; Ken Heidel and his wife Lisa
Hayden of Sturbridge, Mass.; Kathleen (Heidel)
Conklin of East Hampton; and Thomas Heidel of
East Hampton; grandchildren, Chris and Kelly
Conklin, Ryan and Nora Heidel, and Eric and
Evan Heidel; sisters Jacqueline Foley of Cleve-
land, Ohio, Beverly Millson of Aurora, Colo.; and
several nieces and nephews.

There was a wake on Monday, March 4, at
Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East Hamp-
ton. A funeral Mass was celebrated Tuesday,
March 5, at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 47 W.
High St., East Hampton. Burial followed at Rock
Landing Cemetery in Haddam Neck.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St.,
East Hampton, CT 06424.

Marlborough
Anetta Caffyn

Anetta (Marsh) Caffyn, 98, of Marlborough,
widow of the late William Caffyn Jr., died peace-
fully Thursday, March 7 at Middlesex Hospital.
Born Dec. 13, 1920 in Glastonbury, she was the
daughter of the late Arthur and Marion (Royce)
Marsh.

Anetta was a lifelong member of the
Marlborough Congregational Church and amem-
ber of the Moose Club both in Marlborough and
in Alaska. Anetta loved to travel and spent sum-
mers in Alaska. She also loved to bake and won
many Blue Ribbonsin Alaska.

Sheis survived by her son William Caffyn I11
and his wife Mary Jane of Marlborough; two
daughters, Marion York and husband Morris of
Marlborough and Linda McKelvey of
Marlborough; 13 grandchildren, 17 great grand-
children and 5 great-great grandchildren. Shewas
predeceased by her son Lawrence Caffyn, her
brother Anson Marsh and her great-great grand-
son Leon.

Friends may call Monday, March 11 from 5-7
p.m. at the Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main .,
East Hampton. Funeral services will be private
with burial in Marlboro Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made to the Roy B. Pettengill Ambulance Assoc.,
P.O. Box 308, Marlborough, CT 06447.

For online condolences, visit spencerfuneral
homeinc.com.

Portland

Thomas Henry Manning Jr

Thomas Henry Man-
ning Jr., 86, of Portland,
passed away inthe early
morning of Thursday, °
Feb. 21, after a valiant
and lengthy battle with
melanoma, oral cancer
and heart disease. He
was born in Gloucester,
Mass., on Sept. 7, 1932,
to Thomas Henry Man-
ning Sr. and Frances
(Clancy) Manning.

He, alongwithhissis-
ters, wasraised and educated in Rocky Hill. After
high school he proudly served in the United States
Air Force during the Korean Conflict. After his
service hehad avaried and interesting career path.
From builder to door to door salesfor both Fuller
Brush and Electrolux he moved on to car sales
followed by diner owner/cook/food service. He
then, along with his sons, returned to the build-
ing trade forming their company Manning Home
Builders. At the time of his passing he was presi-
dent, remaining active until illness slowed him
down in March 2018.

Always active, he and hiswife Eileen were of -
ten seen on the sidelines of many sporting, dance
or school events supporting their seven children.
After many years supporting his children he hap-
pily resumed his place in the stands for many
sporting, educational, or cultural activities of his
grandchildren. He was a proud member of the
Portland community and contributed in many
ways. Asabusinessman he supported many com-
munity organi zationswith donations of goodsand
services. He served on many boards of youth or-
ganizations for his children. He attended many
town board and commission meetings delivering
insightful commentary after much study and re-
search of the prevailing issues.

He is survived by his second wife Ann Marie
Drozd of Portland; his seven children and their
spouses, Kim and Bill Hanna, Sheila and Kurt
Peterson, Colleen and Don Kimball, Tom and
Chris Manning, Kelly and Larry Mainetti, Tim
and Penny Manning and Shaun and Teri Man-
ning; his beloved grandchildren, Will (Brenda),
Kevin and Brian (Ashley) Hanna, Rachel (Erin)
Peterson-Lemke and Andrew Peterson, Kerilyn,
Matt and Claire Kimball, Taryn (Drew) Schroll,
Logan and Hayden Manning, Jessica (Tom)
DeBeaumont, Joshua (Vicki) and Casey Mainetti,
Luke Manning, and Stephanie (Shawn) Murray;
hisgreat-grandchildren, Makayla, Ayden, Emma,
Theo and Arig; his beloved sister, Rachel Wiltsie
and brother-in-law Richard Drozd. Heisalso sur-
vived by many beloved nieces, nephews and
friends including special friends George and
Patricia Kalber.

He was predeceased by his beloved first wife,
Eileen (Coleman) Manning; hissistersand broth-
ers-inlaw, Virginiaand Frank Partridge, Ritaand
Glen Smith, Marcia and Earl Fisher, Patricia
Mannix, Charles Wiltsie; and his niece Brenda
Mannix.

The funeral will be held Saturday, March 2, in
St. Mary’s Church, Portland. Burial with full mili-
tary honors will be in Middlefield Cemetery,
Middlefield at a later date. Friends called at the
Portland Memoria Funeral Home, 231 Main St.,
Portland, Friday, March 1.

Donations may be made to the Portland Volun-
teer Fire Department, PO. Box 71, Portland, CT
06480 or Middlesex Hospice Unit, c/o Develop-
ment Office, 55 Crescent St., Middletown, CT
06457.

East Hampton

Alice Grimshaw

Alice Grimshaw, 86,
of East Hampton,
passed away Friday,
March 1, at Hartford
Hospital Hospice, with
loving family by her
side. She was born in
Norwich Oct. 27, 1937,
to Albert Z. and Mar-
celine Godaire Babhitt.

Shewasaloving, de-
voted mother, leaving
behind a son, John
Grimshaw Jr. and his wife Jamie Grimshaw, and
a daughter, Melaney McHale and husband
Norman McHale, and a granddaughter, Katelyn
Grimshaw.

Alice was soon to be a great-grandmother this
month, to a son that will carry out the Grimshaw
name. She was so proud to hear that.

Alice worked for the State of Connecticut for
over 30 years. She loved gardening, building
puzzles, watching old movies and reading books.
Earlier this year, she also was awarded a Certifi-
cate of Acknowledgment by Father Flanagan's
Boys Home in appreciation of her contribution
to the children of Boys Town.

Hebron
Richard Earl Verizzi

Richard Earl Verizzi,
80, of Hebron, passed
away Sunday, March
10, at Windham Hospi-
tal, surrounded by his
family. Born Aug. 16,
1938, in Hartford, he
wasason of thelateVito
Verizzi and Evelyn
(Allshouse) Strickland.

Rich married his be-
loved wife, Nancy
Graves, on Oct. 10,
1959. Soon after, the
couple made their home and raised their family
in Hebron. Richard was a proud veteran having
served our country inthe U.S. Marine Corps. He
later went to work for the state, retiring after 37
years with the DOT bridge department as a gen-
eral supervisor.

Rich was an avid outdoorsman who loved fish-
ing, hunting, and camping, especially in Ontario,
with family and friends. Hewas askilled pie baker
and gardener. Rich will be remembered fondly
by his family as a hardworking family man who
put his all into every endeavor.

He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by his wife of 59 years, Nancy;
his children, Richard Verizzi (Halina Kilroy) of
Colchester, Michael Verizzi of Houston Texas,
Steven (Lisa) Verizzi of Lebanon, Donna
(Rodney) Small of Conway, Ark., and Jodie
(Mark) Lebreux of Lebanon; siblings, Mark (Mar-
garet) Verizzi of Columbia, Gail Novakowski of
New London, Tina (Jay) Clapper of Plantation,
Fla,; friend and brother-in-law, Dick Carpenter;
10 grandchildren, who lovingly knew him as
Poppy: Anthony, Steven, Catherine, Michagl Jr.,
Samantha, Shelby, Tyler, David, Meg, and Emma;
great-grandchildren, Harmony and Dawson; his
pet cat, Mitchie; and numerous extended family
members and friends.

The family would like to thank Masonic
Healthcare and all the wonderful caregivers that
helped Dad.

Calling hours will be held Sunday, March 17,
from noon-1 p.m., at the Aurora-McCarthy Fu-
neral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester.
A memorial service will follow at 1 p.m. at the
funeral home. Burial will be private in the Co-
lumbia Center Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the animal shelter of one's choice.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester

Edward E. Kerwin

Edward E. Kerwin,
67, of Colchester, for-
merly of Warwick, R.1.,
passed away unexpect-
edly Wednesday, Feb.
27, at Hartford Hospital,
with his longtime girl-
friend, DonnaBigalbal,
at hisside. Hewasborn
Feb. 5, 1952 in Provi-
dence, R.I.

Ed will be loved and
missed by many. He'll
forever be remembered
by those whom he touched with his selfless life,
in awaysthinking of othersfirst. Ed dwaysgave
a helping hand to those in need and was a gener-
ous and loyal friend with his kind disposition.

Ed lived in Rhode Island most of his life, but
spent hislast remaining nine yearsin Colchester.
He coached Little League in Rhode Island for 20
years and for the most part had a winning team.
He attended Westchester Congregational Church
in Colchester for the past two years, at which he
made a lot of new friends. Ed was very fond of
sports. He was an avid fan of both the Boston
Red Sox and the New England Patriots. He loved
togofor long walks and was known for out walk-
ing others. In addition, he enjoyed spending time
with his close friends and had a great sense of
humor.

Besidesbeing survived by hisgirlfriend, Donna
Bigalbal, and her daughter, Heather Bigalbal of
Colchester, Ed |eaves behind adaughter, Dorothy
McNutt, her husband, and his granddaughter,
Alexis McNutt, of Florida. He leaves behind a
large family, including many nieces and neph-
ews. Ed is survived by seven siblings. They are
Caroline (“Lucky”) of Florida, Kay of Florida,
Nancy (unknown address), Alice of New Hamp-
shire, John of Warwick, R.1., Sandy of Cranston,
R.l., and Doris of Maine.

Therewill beno calling hours. A private burial
service will be held with family members and
closefriends at alater date.




Obituaries continued

Amston
Richard Frank Alfano

Richard Frank Al-
fano, 83, of Amston
Lake, formerly of Ken-
sington, passed away
Tuesday, March 5. Born
April 3, 1935, in New
Britain, he was a son of
thelate DominicAlfano
and Jane (Labieniec)
Parson.

Richard wasaveteran
who served our nation
by enlisting in the
United States Navy in
1952. After being discharged from the navy, he
became a familiar face around the town of
Kensington where he worked as a U.S.P.S Mail
Carrier for 37 years and was aregistered member
of the National Arm of Letter Carriers. While he
was till aresident of Kensington, Richard went
into business as a co-owner of the Parsons Cater-
ing Service. He was aloving husband, father and
grandfather who enjoyed golfing, bowling and
spending time cooking for hisfamily and friends.

Hewill beforever loved and missed by hislov-
ing wife of 61 years, Georgette (Albert) Alfano;
his son, Gregory (Cheryl) Alfano of Hebron; his
daughter, Brenda (Thomas) Gutner of Denver,
Colo.; sisters, Elizabeth Chiger of New Britain
and Sharon Mercaldi of Rocky Hill; and his six
grandchildren, Jessica, Jennifer, Todd, Chad,
Lindsey and Tyler, plus six great-grandchildren
and many nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased
by his brother, Robert Alfano.

The family will receive guests from 4-7 p.m.
today, March 15, at theAurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. The
funeral liturgy will be celebrated at 11 am. Sat-
urday, March 16, directly at the Church of the
Holy Family, 185 Church St., Hebron. Burial will
be private.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made to the Church of The Holy Family
or to the Disabled American Veterans Connecti-
cut Chapter, 33 Oak St., Watertown, CT 06795.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Harold Woltag

Harold “Hal” Woltag,
82, of Colchester, be-
loved husband of Fay
(Gelbert)  Woltag,
passed away peacefully
surrounded by his lov-
ing family Wednesday,
March 13. Born March
30, 1936, in Brooklyn,
N.Y., he was the son of
the late David and Eva
(Marenberg) Woltag.

He served proudly
with the U.S. Marine
Corpsduring the Korean War. Hal went ontowork
as a quality assurance inspector for Pratt &
Whitney for many years before his retirement in
1999.

His involvement in the community over the
years was vast and his associations included
former membership with (the former) JewishAid
Congregation, Colchester-Hayward VFC, the
Antique Veterans Honor Guard and serving as
Scoutmaster of Troop 72 and currently with Con-
gregation Ahavath Achim, the Jewish Federation
of Eastern Connecticut, American Legion Post 54,
Wooster Lodge AF & AM No. 10, Colchester
AARRP, the Connecticut State PoliceAuxiliary and
the P& W Aiircraft Club.

In addition to his loving wife of 61 years, he
leaves their three children, Diane Dias (and her
husband Fernando) of Deltona, Fla., Michael of
Charlestown, Mass., and Robert (and his wife,
Christine) of Wilmington, Mass.; and three grand-
children, Nathan, David and Evan. Hal was pre-
deceased by his brother-in-law, Max Gilbert.

May his memory be for a blessing.

Funeral serviceswill be observed at 2 p.m. to-
day, March 15, in the sanctuary of Congregation
Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon Ave., Colchester.
Burial with military honorswill follow in the Jew-
ish Aid Cemetery, Colchester. ShivaMinyan will
be observed thisevening at 7:30 p.m. at the syna-
gogue and at the home Saturday evening at 7:30
p.m. and Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m.

Donationsin his memory may be made online
at cancer.org, diabetes.org or heart.org.

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Walter James Sawchuk

Walter James “ Corky”
Sawchuk, 53, of West
Chester, Ohio, formerly
of Colchester, passed
away at home unexpect-
edly after a brief illness
Sunday, March 3. Hewas
born June 16, 1965, in
Middletown, loving son
of Dolores (Bengston)
Sawchuk of Colchester
and thelate Walter Henry
Sawchuk.

Corky grew up in
Colchester and graduated in 1983 from Bacon
Academy and went on to earn his bachelor’s de-
gree from Lincoln Memorial University
(Harrogate, Tenn.) in 1987. Early on, he acquired
alove of travel from his parents. Cork’slifejour-
ney found him navigating the country for school,
ball games, concerts, visiting friends, and later
for work.

His lifelong love of baseball began as just a
little guy wearing “1/2" as batboy for the cham-
pion Walt's Country Motors softbal | team. It con-
tinued from Little League, through Legion, to the
Bacon Academy High School and LMU college
teams. Just afew years ago, his White Sox base-
ball team captured the city |eague championship,
with Cork still playing. He loved to coach, play,
watch and talk sports. He also learned the love of
horse racing from his dad.

During his school years, he honed his writing
skills as editor of both his high school and col-
lege newspapers, even writing a weekly article
for a Kentucky newspaper titled “That's Life”
These skillswould serve him well throughout the
yearsto the many organizational newdletters, notes
and lettersto friendsand hislove of social media.
Walt's career path brought him to many statesand
positions, where he made a myriad of lifelong
connections and friends, culminating in his cur-
rent position and successful career with Deufol
North American, Inc. as regional business devel-
opment manager. He was able to find balance in
life while traveling for work by exploring each
city and what they had to offer.

He will be sadly missed but aways remem-
bered with love by children, Cameron Sawchuk
and Olivia Sawchuk, both of Ohio; brothers, Wil-
liam (Teri) Sawchuk and John Sawchuk, all of
Colchester and Charles (Sherrie) Sawchuk of
Plainfield; nephews and nieces, Justin, Matthew,
Amandaand Madeline; an aunt, Annette Bengston
of Florida; and many other extended family mem-
bers and friends.

The family will receive guests starting at 11
am. Saturday, March 16, at the Colchester Fed-
erated Church (located at 60 Main St. on the
Green) before a celebration of hislife at noon.

Inlieu of flowers, donationsin hismemory may
be made to the Colchester Federated Church,
wherethefundswill be used for the much needed
replacement of atree that was dedicated in honor
of his grandfather, Carl A. Bengston, and will be
rededicated in both their names.

An additional service for Mr. Sawchuk will
be held in Ohio at alater date. For online condo-
lences, visit auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Kristopher Paul Kahle

Kristopher  Paul -
Kahle, 35, died the
weekend of March 9 of
an apparent opioid over-
dose, after a decade-
long battle with a sub-
stance use disorder.

Kris was born Sept. |
20, 1983. He had alove
for al things technical
and mechanical. Hehad
a particular interest in
cars, but he was enrap-
tured by anything with
speed and power. Hewasknown for hischarisma,
hisrecklessly adventurous spirit, and hisquick wit.

Kris was preceded in death by his beloved
grandfather, Richard Parsons. He is survived by
grandmother, Lillian Parsons; mother, Linda Par-
sons; mother’s partner, Scott Corey Sr.; aunt,
Laura Parsons; father, Paul Kahle; uncle, John
Kahle; grandmother, Catherine Kahle; sister,
Katherine Kahle; and brother-in-law, Kyle
Marrotte.

Thefamily hasdecided tolist hiscause of death
publicly in order to break the pervasive silence
and shame of opioid abuse. In lieu of flowers,
please consider donating to Southeastern Coun-
cil on Alcohol and Drug Dependency (SCADD).
If you are still using, please let Kris's death serve
as your wake-up call.

Careof private arrangements has been entrusted
to the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester. For online condolences, visit aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Marlborough
Gregory Edward Bader

Gregory Edward
Bader, 24, of Norwich,
formerly of Colchester
and Marlborough,
passed away unexpect-
edly Friday, March 8.
He was a 2012 gradu- |
ate of RHAM High
School.

Greg was a loving,
generous, young man
who found life to be
both ajoy and astruggle.
He was very warm-
hearted, outgoing and fun-loving. Greg was an
extremely hard worker and very proud of hiswork
ethic and accomplishments. His ability to work
non-stop for hours, performing labor-intensive
tasksthat few would see through completion, such
as spreading countless yards of mulch on the hot-
test summer day, was truly admirable. An avid
Yankees fan, he loved to play baseball and bas-
ketball. He took great joy in al types of accom-
plishments, like climbing Mt. Washington and
learning to drive a stick shift car.

He was very proud of his most recent jobs at
Lucas Tree Expertsin Norwich and Friends and
Family, LLC in Marlborough, where he viewed
all of his coworkers as his friends and the latter
as his “second” family. These connections and
relationships had placed him proudly on the path
to becoming the Greg Bader he believed he was
meant to be, but he had a misstep that took our
beloved Gregory from us. Our hearts are broken
and will never fully mend, but we will move for-
ward in hishonor, focusing on all thethings Greg
taught us about how wonderful life can be.

Greg and his brother, Kevin Bader, were not
only brothers, but also best friends. Greg was al-
ways there for Kevin or anyone who faced any
type of struggles. Greg would never think twice
about taking a risk to help someone in distress.
Wewill awaysremember what hewould do with-
out giving it asecond thought.....from swimming
out to the middle of Lake Terramugus to help a
child who fell out of aflipped canoe, to proudly
helping his parents, sisters and friends with ev-
erything from home renovations to the messiest
clean-ups of all types.

Greg inspired hisimmediate family to always
be and do better. His father and mother, Edward
and Nancy Bader, learned to be the best parents
they could be in aworld very different from the
one of their own youth. Gregory would become
the parent and help them understand and deal with
these differences. He was never embarrassed to
have parents old enough to be his grandparents
and a sister old enough to be his mother. His sis-
ters, Suzanne Salemi and Christine Peach, helped
him grow up, and in the process became forever
grateful about what he taught them so that they
could be better parents and classroom teachers.

In addition, no words can sum up how impor-
tant Gregory and his brother, Kevin Bader, were
to each other. They were adopted from the same
orphanage and shared their lives, joys, and mis-
fortunes as only true brothers could.

Above all else, Gregory was a complicated
young man. He always played his favorite song
loudly in his bedroom from the time he started
really listening to music and lyrics: Louis
Armstrong “What aWonderful World.” Hewould
want us to share these words with you as you re-
member him.

| see trees of green, red roses too,
| see them bloom for me and you
And | think to myself what a wonderful world.

| see skies of blue and clouds of white
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night
And | think to myself what a wonderful world

The colors of the rainbow so pretty in the sky
And also on the faces of people going by

| see friends shaking hands saying ‘ how do you do’
They'rereally saying ‘I love you’

| hear babies crying, | watch them grow,
They'Il learn much more than I'll ever know
And | think to myself what a wonderful world.
And | think to myself what a wonderful world.

Greg was predeceased by his grandparents,
Nenaand Russell Schlitter of Hebron. Heis sur-
vived by hisimmediate family members, Edward
and Nancy Bader of Colchester and formerly of
Marlborough, Kevin Bader of New London,
Suzanne Salemi of Colchester, Christine and
Caollin Peach of Marlborough, and hisfour neph-
ews Sam and Ben Salemi and Nicolasand Finnley
Peach. In addition, we, hisimmediate family, will
beforever grateful to therole his second families
played in his life — Greg and Erica Barker of
Hebron and Jim and Mary Anne Salemi of
Haddam.

Private memorial serviceswill beheld at alater
date to be announced.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations in
memory of Gregory Bader to AHM Youth and
Family Services, Children’s Trust Fund, 25
Pendleton Drive, Hebron CT. 06248.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences, visit
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Hebron
Charles Bartkowski

Charles *“Chuck”
Bartkowski, 72, of
Amston, died Thursday,
Feb. 28, after alongill-
ness.

Chuck issurvived by
his wife, Karen Larson
Bartkowski; son David
Bartkowski and hiswife
Stephanie Bartkowski,
of Torrington; and son
Matthew Bartkowski,
hischildren Morgan and
Zachary Bartkowski, his
partner Kelly Larson and her son Jordan Morales,
of Waterford. Chuck was predeceased by his par-
ents, Stephen Bartkowski and Eunice Pratt
Bartkowski; sister Dorothy Champowick; and
brother Stephen Bartkowski.

Chuck was born Sept. 5, 1946 and grew up in
New Britain. He attended New Britain High
School and graduated in 1964. He continued his
education at the Ward Technical Institute, gradu-
ating in 1966. He then went on to serve our coun-
try inthe United StatesAir Force during the Viet-
nam War era from 1966-1970.

Chuck married Karen Larson in 1967. Karen
accompanied Chuck on his tour of duty as he
served in Germany and England. When Chuck
was off duty, they enjoyed traveling and explor-
ing various parts of Germany, England, and Scot-
land. At the conclusion of Chuck’s service, he
and Karen returned to the United States where
they eventually made their home and raised their
family in Amston.

After returning to the states, Chuck went to
work for United Technologies in East Hartford,
Connecticut, where he worked as an Instrumen-
tal Technician at the Research Center until his
retirement. His hobbies included woodworking,
reading, and volunteering at the local food bank.

Serviceswill be private. Inlieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Hebron Interfaith Hu-
man Services, PO. Box 634, Hebron, CT 06248.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements.

Colchester

Allan David Maclnnis

Allan David Maclnnis, 82, of Colchester, for-
merly of East Lyme, beloved husband of Sandra
(Grillo) MaclInnis, passed away unexpectedly
from natural causes at home on Ash Wednesday,
March 6. Born July 25, 1936, in New London, he
was the son of the late Daniel and Frances
(Delmore) Maclnnis.

Mr. Maclnnis had worked as stockroom head
for many years at Northeast Utilities before his
retirement. A devout Catholic, he was an active
communicant of St. Andrew Churchin Colchester,
where in recent years he served on the altar for
countless Masses, most of them funeral liturgies.
While living in East Lyme, he was a Eucharistic
Minister at St. Matthias Church. Al was a 4th
Degree member of the Knights of Columbus as
well.

In addition to his beloved wife of 60 years, he
leaves three children, Jeffrey Maclnnis of
Waterford, Pamela Cunningham and her husband
Daniel of San Jose, Cdlif., and MariJo Maclnnis
of Colchester; two grandchildren, Nicholas and
Tyler; asister, Marjorie; and numerous extended
family and friends.

Thefamily received guestsMonday, March 11,
directly at St. Andrew Church, 128 NorwichAve.,
Colchester, before the celebration of the funeral
liturgy that morning. Buria will follow in St.
Mary’'s Cemetery, New London.

Inlieu of flowers, donationsin hismemory may
be made to the American Heart Association
(heart.org).

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.



