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Twenty-oneWor|ld War || veteranswere honored at the Middle Haddam home of
Pierreand Margaret Faber on Saturday. The veterans, who came from asfar away
as Vermont and ranged from 92 to 103 years old, were: top row, Charles Holland,
Army Air Corps; George Ruhe, Army; Seb Giacco, Army; Herb Stearns, Army; Joe
Stanley, Navy; and Russell Waldo, Navy Air Corps, middlerow, Hunt Voelker, Army;
Carroll Gilson, Army; Ernest Peterson, Navy; Angelo Bartolotta, Army; Dominic
Perrone, Navy; Bud Haines, Merchant Marines; Vin Volpe, Army; front row, George
Birner, Army; Paris Kollias, Army; Walter Budney, Army Air Corps, Winthrop
Guptill, Army Air Corps; Richard Bolles, Navy; CharlesAlex, Army; Harold Bailey,
Army Air Corps; and Donn Trenner, USO.

WWII Veterans
Gather, Reminisce

by Elizabeth Regan

Almost two dozen World War |1 veterans
werefeted Saturday on lush grounds overlook-
ing the Connecticut River as part of oneMiddle
Haddam family’seffort to honor the dwindling
cadre of service members.

It wasthe eighth dinner event hosted by Pierre
and Margaret Faber. The event started in 2011
with fewer than 10 veterans and continued this
year with 21. Attendance peaked in 2013, with
55 veterans enjoying appetizers, dinner and
dessert served by volunteers.

Some veterans this year came from East
Hampton and surrounding towns. Othersarrived
from pointsasfar away asVermont. They served
in all the theaters of the war, covering Europe
to the Mediterranean to the Pacific.

“Thanksaredue,” Pierre Faber said in atoast.
“You'rethe generation that established America
as the greatest superpower the world has ever
seen. And those of us who come after, we en-
joy the freedom and the prosperity you helped
to set up”

Pierre Faber, born and raised in South Af-
rica, became an American citizen in 2004.

Thedinner, whiletypicaly held inlate sum-
mer, was moved this year to the beginning of
June to commemorate the 75th anniversary of
the Allied Invasion of Normandy.

D-Day isrecognized as the turning point in
WWII. More than 160,000 Allied troops from
the United States, Great Britain and Canada
converged on a50-milestretch of French coast-
lineon June 6, 1944, to lay the groundwork for
the destruction of the Nazi forcesin Europe.

More than 9,000 Americans were killed or
wounded on D-Day, according tothe U.S. De-
partment of Defense.

“1 think what'sreally special about D-Day is
that it was a microcosm of what was happen-
ing in al the other theaters of the war,” Faber
said. “All the extraordinary events, all the ex-
ceptional bravery, the ingenuity, the tenacity,
all theincredible features of what happened at
D-Day was really just representative of what
the American soldiers were doing everywhere
else”

One of those soldierswas George Birner Sr.,
who was brought up in East Hampton and now
livesin an assisted living facility in Vermont.
He said he had not finished high school when
he enlisted in the U.S. Army.

“Uncle Sam got me right around the neck,
put me right in the Army in New Haven,” he
said.

Birner participated in the Battle of the Bulge,

See WWII Veterans page 2

D-Day Veteran Looks

by Allison Lazur

Walter D. Karrenberg of Colchester wasjust
20 yearsold when he parachuted out of aB-47,
landing in Normandy, France on June 6, 1944.

He was part of the 326th Engineer Battal-
ion, Company C, a unit of the 101st Airborne
Division of the United States Army. The C
Company was paratroopers, Karrenberg said.

Upon jumping at about 2 am. on D-Day,
Karrenberg's duffle bag with all his supplies—
attached to himwith a15-foot rope—wasripped
from his body, falling to the ground and lost
forever.

At just 125 pounds, Karrenberg was car-
ried by the wind to afield where he landed by
himself, hiding in hedgerowswith other infan-
try soldiers he met up with shortly thereafter.

While hiding in the hedgerows, Karrenberg
said he remembers the sound of American ma-
chine guns.

“1 hear the American machine guns behind
us, we didn’t do anything about that, but out in
thefield about 50 yards away, alady’s milking
acow and we're saying ‘ get down, get down’
because bullets were going overhead and she
just kept milking the cow,” he said, chuckling.

Traveling down the hedgerows, Karrenberg
said heand the other soldiersapproached alittle
shack with asingle door.

“Coming out of the shack was German pa-
trol and they machined us,” he said. “So | laid
on the ground and a hand grenade went off and
| got shrapnel in my leg. So then we surren-
dered because we had no placeto go.”

Karrenberg, 95, was a prisoner of war in
Germany for nearly 11 months; he recalled
working for ablacksmith and beinginterrogated
by the Germans in Frankfurt nearly a month
after being captured —yet still exchanging jokes
with fellow POWSs throughout the entire expe-
rience.

“They put usin ajailhouse al by ourselves
and they gave us cookies and everything,”
Karrenberg remembered. “ Then we went into
aroom and a German officer who spoke En-
glish interviewed me and asked what ouitfit |
waswith and | told him | would only give him
my name and serial number. | had my patch on
and he said, ‘I know that patch, that's 101st
Airborne’ and | said, ‘ Yeah, well, | guess.”’

He remembers passing another infantry
solider during interrogation, and promptly ask-
ing the other POW what happened to him.

Karrenberg said the soldier responded by
saying the German officer had asked how many
people were on the ship he was on, to which
thesoldier responded: “I don’'t know, they didn’t
introduce themselves.”

The Germansthen slapped him, Karrenberg
said.

The POW was then asked what kind of ship
he had been on, Karrenberg said, to which the
POW replied: “It was like a big canoe.”

They both laughed, Karrenberg said.

While a POW, Karrenberg worked in
Falkenberg, Germany as ablacksmith, extend-
ing the railroad yards, dumping sand, loading
coal and laying track.

Back on Expien(;
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Walter D. Karrenbérg, a D-Day veteran and German POW, sits with his wife
AnnaKarrenbergintheir homein Colchester. ThisNovember will mark 72 year s of
marriage for the couple.

therailroad work, where hewas eventually lib-

erated when Americans captured the city.
“The night | was liberated the German po-
See D-Day Veteran page 2

“1 got soup because | was working for the
blacksmith,” he said, adding that other Ameri-
can POWsdidn't get soup.

In 1945, hetraveled to Leipzeig, continuing
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WWII Veterans cont. from Front Page
which began roughly six months after the Al-
lied forces stormed the beaches of Normandy.
Morethan 19,000 Americansdied in the freez-
ing, desolate Ardennes forest spanning Bel-
gium, France and Luxembourg during the
month-long battle.

The fight caused a bulge 60 miles deep in
the Allied line as German soldiers pushed for-
ward in an attempt to recapture Antwerp Har-
bor.

Birner said hearrived inthe Ardennes as part
of the 99th Infantry Division during theinitial
week of the battle.

“Thefirst platoon went in first, right into the
Battle of the Bulge, and most of them didn’t
come back,” Birner said.

He described himself as fortunate to have
been in the second platoon one day later.

The U.S. Army Center of Military History
credits the 99th Infantry Division in the early
days of the Battle of the Bulge with fighting
heavy resistance from the Germans and “ hol d-
ing firm against violent enemy attacks’ at the
westernmost edge of the Ardennes.

Birner came home and settled in New Brit-
ain, where he married and started his own au-
tomoative business.

It was at the Fabers' celebration that Birner

discovered he had gone to grade school in East
Hampton with fellow WWII veteran Hunt
Voelker.

Voelker, 95, is a member of the local fire
department and aformer East Hampton sel ect-
man.

Like Birner, Voelker recalled entering the
Army asavery young man—though hemadeit
out of high school first. He was at his gradua-
tion ceremony in June 1945 when the man hand-
ing him his diplomaslipped in asheet of paper
directing him to the American Legion the fol-
lowing morning.

The next thing he knew, he was being sworn
into the Army in New Haven.

Voelker started out as a medic at a military
hospital in Framingham, Mass., where he was
made the ward master of about 150 men para-
lyzed in the war. He was assigned next to a
military facility in Brentwood, N.Y. for service
members experiencing what is now recognized
as post-traumatic stress disorder.

“Every week they got shock treatment, try-
ing to make them forget what'swrong,” hesaid.

Voelker remembered holding down soldiers
asthey convulsed from the procedure.

“| would rather have been on the front lines,
to be honest with you,” Voelker said. “But you

don’'t get a choice. It wasn't anything about
choice”

Other local veterans seated inthe Fabers' yard
— while volunteers passed hors d oeuvres and
tended bar under a dry, blue sky — included
Portland residents Paris Kollias and Ernest
Peterson.

Kollias was the grand marshal of thisyear’'s
Portland Memorial Day Parade. The 94-year-
old servedinthe U.S. Army from June 27, 1944
to Dec. 7, 1945 as part the 135th engineer com-
bat battalion in numerous campaigns, includ-
ing the Battle of the Bulge. He was wounded
by shrapnel that wasn’'t removed for two
months, he said.

Peterson, 93, was a signalman on the de-
stroyer escort U.S.S. John M. Bermingham. The
ship protected convoys of men and supplieson
numerous trips to Europe and Africa.

Peterson, whosefather founded the Portland-
based Peterson Oil Company, is one of three
Sons.

“My mother awayswanted agirl, but it never
happened,” he said.

Instead she got three boyswho, it turned out,
would al end up in WWII at the same time.

Peterson’s brothers were both in the Army;
Arthur served in the Pacific, while Paul flew

with the Air Corpsin the European theater.

“My father, he was involved in politics and
he was on the go al the time, but my mother
was home all alone. It was tough on her,” he
said.

Ingrid Swanson Moss, Ernest Peterson’s
granddaughter, said she’'s seen an article cut out
of the newspaper in the early 1940s about her
grandmother spending one Christmas with no
ideawhere any of her boys were.

Then Paul Peterson was shot down and held
asaprisoner of war by the Germans at the tail
end of the war. He was forced into a500-mile,
86-day forced march across Germany that his
brother said claimed the lives of most of the
captives.

Paul’simprisonment ended when thewar did,
according to his brother.

Moss, who ismarried to amajor inthe U.S.
Army Reserve and is pregnant with their third
child, marveled at what her grandmother must
have gone through.

“Wethink about that now and just can’'timag-
ine what that would've been like” she said.
“But al three of them made it home.”

Ernest Peterson echoed his granddaughter.

“Everybody got home safe,” he said.
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licecame and put usal injail at night and we
were dl in jail and then all of a sudden at 12
o'clock we look and there were no guards
around and the gates were open so we snuck
out of thejalil,” he said.

Discovering awarehouse next to thejail full
of food, they ate.

Karrenberg said hethen hidin the cellar of a
nearby apartment building until he heard ma-
chine gun shots upstairsin the hallway.

He said hewent up the stairsand peered into
the hallway where he was met with American
machine gun fire.

“| said ‘Hey, I'm aYankee,” and that’s how |
got liberated,” Karrenberg said.

* k% %

Karrenberg, a Manhattan native, wasn't al-
wayson the path to be aparatrooper of the 101st
Airborne Division — dubbed “Screaming
Eagles”

His height —at about 5 feet 3 inches—and a
paratrooper’ssalary played apart in putting him
on track to be involved with one of World War
I1’'s most pivotal battles.

“l was 17 years old and | wanted to join the
Navy and they said | was a quarter inch too
short,” Karrenberg said. He said he spent about
a year doing various exercises to try to grow
that last quarter of an inch, but was unsuccess-
ful. So, herecalled, “1 said, * The heck with the
Navy, and | joined the Army.”

In 1942, Karrenberg joined the Army work-
ing as medic at Camp Lee (now Fort Lee) in
Prince George County, Va., and then as an or-
derly at Camp Drum in Jefferson County, New

York.

“1 was an orderly boy in the hospital and
then somebody says ‘we'relooking for a para-
trooper and, you get $50 a month and | said
“ooh, that's good because | was getting $30 a
month at that time,” he said, adding, “I sent all
my $50 to my mother back home.”

From there, Karrenberg said he traveled to
Fort Benning, Ga., for paratrooper training —
where heremembersvividly the challenges as-
sociated with jJumping.

“We had to pack our own [para]chutes after
you jumped,” hesaid. “1 was about 115 pounds;
| was light, and at the edge of the jump field
they had cactuses— | alwayslanded in the cac-
tus. So at night when | went down to pack my
chute | had to take all of the cactus out of my
chute and after five jumps | got my wings.”

Karrenberg recalled travelling to Fort Bragg,
in Fayetteville, N.C., and then on an English
ship from New York to travel overseas.

“We went up to St. John’s, Newfoundland
because the ship had troubleand it docked there;
we were there for about two weeks,” he said.

Located off Canada’s Atlantic Coast,
Karrenberg said he remembers cliffs where
Canadian residents lived.

At the same time every day, soldiers would
gather in a spot on the ship to view the cliffs,
he said.

“At 30’ clock we'd go down thereand alady
would come from work and raise her dress —
thewhol e battalion was at that side of the ship,”
he said, laughing.

From there, Karrenberg said he got on an

American ship traveling to Liverpool, England
and then on atrain to Redding, England.

Karrenberg said he remembersthe entiredi-
vision gathered to be addressed by British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill about a month be-
fore D-Day.

When asked by the Rivereast if he remem-
bered what Churchill said, Karrenberg re-
sponded with “Gee | don't know. He didn’t
speak the New York English like | do with my
New York accent.”

* % %

Walter and Anna Karrenberg met at the re-
spective ages of 16 and 15, on New Year's Eve
1940. Anna, now 93, recalled kissing four boys
that night — one of whom was Walter.

“When | kissed him, it was just different,”
she said.

From there, the two continued to see one
another even after Walter left for the Army in
1942.

“He would write to me all the time,” Anna
said.

A telegram received by Walter's mom on
June 29, 1944 informed her that Walter was
missing in action.

“| wasasad sack; | couldn’t smile, | couldn’t
laugh,” Anna said.

On duly 29, another tel egram saying he might
be a POW wasreceived and then again on Aug.
2, 1944, athird telegram confirmed he was a
POW, Annasaid.

Shortly thereafter, Walter's mother received
another telegram from the Army, saying that
upon Welter's arrival he would call her.

Annavividly recalled the day she was able
to see Walter again.

She said she was meeting a girlfriend, who
was perpetudly late. After waiting for some
time, her girlfriend finally arrived, only to blurt
out, “We are going home; Wally’s home.”

Annasaid it had been two years since they
last saw one another and when they finaly re-
united the couple “just looked at each other,
we didn’t know what to say.”

Walter and Anna married on Thanksgiving
Day Nov. 27, 1947, and this November will
mark 72 years of marriage.

“Thefirst 50 years were the hardest,” Anna
joked.

Walter joined the Air Force in 1951, after
the Korean War broke out, and the couple stayed
together traveling to places such asWest Palm
Beach, Fla., and Alaska.

When Walter was stationed in Alaska, Anna
used a $312 check recently received from the
German government for Walter's time as a
POW to fly to be with him.

The $312 was for every day Walter was a
POW — $1 per day, Anna said.

In 1967, Walter was discharged from the Air
Force as a technical sergeant and went on to
work for the Long Island Lighting Company
for about 15 years, retiring at the age of 60. He
and Anna wound up eventually moving to
Colchester to be closer to their family.

Walter and Annahavetwo daughtersand two
sons, and continue to live independently in a
homefilled with memories of friends, family —
and an unforgettable timein history.



Colchester Library Memorial Honors Beloved 6-Year-Old

by Allison Lazur

Thememory of DeMarcus S. Whitewill live
on at Colchester Elementary School through a
dedicated section of the school’slibrary that is
now filled with things the 6-year-old loved.

DeMarcus died Feb. 21, 2018 from compli-
cationsfrom theflu—atragic death that rocked
the community.

A week after his untimely passing, resident
Melanie Hathaway, who at the time had a
daughter that was the same age as DeMarcus,
said she visited Colchester Elementary to dis-
cover teachers and staff handling the situation
“beautifully.”

It was then that the idea came about to es-
tablish amemorial in the school’slibrary.

Hathaway said she approached O’ Mearathe
following May with theideato establish ame-
morial in the school’s library that combined
what was unique about DeMarcus with what
the school needed while making sure to do
something the family would be okay with.

So Tuesday evening, friends, family, school
staff and administration filed into thelibrary to
attend the official dedication of the DeMarcus
S. White Memorial.

Colchester Elementary School Principal Judy
O’'Meara addressed those in attendance and
through tearsrecalled DeMarcus' “contagious
smile” and holding his hand to walk him into
school after being dropped off by hismother in
the morning. O’ Meara also called DeMarcus
mother, Michelle Henderson, “an inspiration.”

Thememoria includes ablue bookshelf, and
on acenter panel, additional hues of green and
white, positioned on a sidewall in the library
and filled with books about the ocean and its
animals— something DeMarcus loved.

The bookshelf was constructed by Steve
Stanulonis of Westchester Woodworking.

O’ Meara said because Stanulonis donated his

time, labor and talents only a small portion of
the $3,400 raised through donations was used
for supplies. The remaining fundswill be used
for library resources including books to con-
tinue to fill the shelf.

Two live goldfish and a crayfish live in a
neighboring aquarium, while a painting of
DeMarcus’ face, depicting that contagious
smile, overlooksthe bookshelf while being sur-
rounded with ocean creatures constructed from
tissue paper and acrylic paint.

Henderson said Tuesday shefelt the portrait
of her son was an accurate representation of
who hewas and what heloved, adding “hewas
aspecid, little guy.”

“They did an amazing, amazing job and I’'m
just glad people will remember him — that he
left hisimprint,” Henderson said.

Shesaid DeMarcus' loveof all thingsrelated
to the ocean began when she brought him to
Florida

“It was hisfirst timein the ocean and hejust
loved it,” Henderson said.

After that trip, she said DeMarcus would of -
ten joke about running away to Florida.

The painting, completed by 2018 Bacon
Academy graduate Cassie Bernier, was created
ona?24" by 24" canvas.

After attending DeMarcus' funeral last year,
Bernier said she discovered he liked ocean-re-
lated things, as well as goldfish.

From there she said her goal was to create
something that would reflect his personality, not
just aportrait of his outward appearance.

“1 wanted to make it bright and colorful and
educational so students would be able to see
different aquatic animals and be able to point
them out and see his face and remember it,”
Bernier said.

Below the portrait, a sign created by Scott
Lawrence of Sign Professionals, reads: “In Joy-

r.

TheDeMarcus S. White Memorial wasdedicated Tuesday evening to honor the 6-
year-old Colchester Elementary student who died from complications from the flu

on Feb. 21, 2018.

ful Remembrance of DeMarcus S. White.”
O'Meara said a Lego wall created by Col-
chester Elementary School custodians Steve
Lombardo and Ed Ninteau will be arriving soon
asamoveable part of thememorial. Constructed
on wheels, the wall will be able to be utilized
by multiple classrooms throughout the school.
While the ceremony began solemnly, it con-
cluded with chatter and smiles as those who
knew DeMarcus exchanged stories and fond

memories.

Hathaway said she was “thrilled” with the
memorial, adding “it wasmorethan | could have
ever expected.”

While the memorial will be able to be vis-
itedinthelibrary, Hathaway enabled attendees
totakehomeasmall remembrance of DeMarcus
—apostcard with a print of the portrait depict-
ing the smile remembered by those who knew
and loved him.

$56.39M Budget Heads to Referendum in Colchester

by Allison Lazur

At atown meeting Tuesday night, approxi-
mately 40 residentsfiled into town hall to send
the proposed 2019-20 $56.39 million budget
to voters at areferendum next week.

The spending plan, comprised of school,
general government and capital costs, saw a
$1.02 million, or 1.85% increase over current
year spending.

The current proposal would result in amill
rate of 32.84 mills up .56 mills from the cur-
rent mill rate of 32.28, an increase of 1.73%.

Onemill isequivalent to $1 in tax per $1,000
of assessed property, meaning a32.84 mill rate
would result in aresident paying about $8,210
in taxes on a home assessed at $250,000, an
increase of $140.

The proposed town budget totals $15.16
million, anincrease of $334, 555, or 2.26% —
and is a spending plan First Selectman Art
Shilosky said heis“fine” with.

“1"m comfortable with the budget; it'savery
modest increase,” he said.

New additions to the town budget include
$30,985 for a new paramedic program which
would provide Advanced Life Support (ALS)

servicesto residents.

The cost of the majority of the program is
deferred to the 2020-21 fiscal year.

ALS includes life-saving measures only a
paramedic can provide, such as starting an 1V,
having the equipment carried by a paramedic
to monitor heart health or the ability to handle
adiabetic emergency.

The program would also cut down on re-
sponse time for outside paramedics coming
from Middlesex Health Marlborough Medical
Center or aNorwich-based commercial ambu-
lance company.

The total projected cost of the program is
approximately $350,000 for the first year and
$450,000 for the second year.

Theprojected datefor initial paramedic pro-
gram steps would be April 2020, with full
implementation of the initial phase projected
for January-July 2021.

The paramedic program was the topic of in-
terest thisbudget season, with increased meet-
ing attendance due to the regular presence of
Colchester Fire Department members.

Board of Finance Chairman Rob Tarlov said

aside from fire department members, overall
meeting turnout was“ very, very low” thisbud-
get season.

Tarlov said hewasn't surewhat the low turn-
out meant for next week’s referendum.

“Whether there’salack of interest or people
are burnt out from attending [budget meetings]
the last couple years, | think both budgets are
fair” hesad.

He said his philosophy —and likely the phi-
losophy of the rest of the finance board — is
“you don’t send a budget to the voters for the
first timethat hascut services,” adding that there
aren't many new initiatives in the proposed
spending package.

“Our budgets are up a lot less than other
towns surrounding us,” Tarlov said.

Just last month Rivereast town Marlborough
approved a 2019-20 budget with a 5.54% in-
crease while Andover approved a 10.64% in-
crease.

The school budget totals $41.24 million, an
increase of $687,778, or 1.70% and includes a
long-term sustainabl e technology plan.

The proposed budget includes $74,843 for

technology, but total fundsfor technology clock
inat $274, 843.

The decision to use $200,000 of unexpended
Board of Education fundsfrom the 2017-2018
budget year earmarked for school capital to off-
set the total technology cost was made by fi-
nance board members last month.

The proposed budget alsoincludes $130,000
for the implementation of new curriculum af-
ter having zeros in that line item for the past
two years.

Superintendent of Schools Jeffrey Burt said
he believesthe current proposal isa“balanced
budget” and that he is “hopeful” voters next
week will seethat.

“1 appreciate the hard work the Board of
Education, Board of Finance and Board of Se-
lectmen have doneto bring forward abalanced
budget that meets both the needs of the district
and the needs of the community,” Burt said.

* k% %

Voting in the budget referendum will take
place Tuesday, June 11, at Town Hall, 127 Nor-
wich Ave. Voting will take place from 6 am. to
8p.m.



Meet the RHAM Valedictorian and Salutatorlan

by Sloan Brewster

The valedictorian and salutatorian of the
RHAM High School Class of 2019 are good
friendswho enjoy the outdoors—aslong asit’s
onTV.

EricaDeskus, valedictorian, and Justin Han,
sdutatorian, both of Marlborough, met with the
Rivereast Wednesday and laughed about how
much they love the TV show Survivor — but
said they are not equipped to survivein the en-
vironments depicted on the show.

“We would not survive for more than three
days,” Han said.

“WEe're not outdoor people,” Deskus said.

Still, they said they have chatted amongst
themselves about going on the show. Later in
the conversation, when Han shared that he was
planning to explore the outdoorswhen he heads
to Cornell University this fall, Deskus mused
that maybe they will make it to the show one
day after all.

“My potential roommate, he actually grew
up on afarm and he loves the outdoors.” Han
said. “For me, being somebody who hasn’t done
all the hiking and canoeing, Cornell will be a
place for me to go outside my comfort zone
and immerse myself in the outside.”

Han is planning to major in nutritional sci-
enceat Cornell with the hope of helping people
eat healthier.

“I’m an advocate for healthy eating across
the world and across the country,” he said.

Over the summer, hetried to help hisfamily
eat healthier and one time made macaroni and
cheese, adding butternut squash and cauliflower
into the sauce.

Everyone enjoyed the dish, he said.

Deskus said she is going into the honors
mathematics and statistics program at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut. While sheisn’t certain
how that will translate into her future career,
she knows math majors and people who can
work in finances are in demand, she said. She
also likes the subject matter.

“| like that it's problem-solving and trying
to get to the single right answer,” she said. “I
like that there’s no way to say something in
between — and the process of getting there, |
think, iskind of fun.”

Asfar as both are concerned, English isthe
worst subject. It's not “as clear-cut” as math
and science, Han said.

Still, Han took on Advanced Placement [AP]
English.

“It helped me to be a better writer and think
more analytically and think in a more abstract
way,” he said.

Deskus, despitefinding creativewriting more
challenging than writing paperson factual mat-
ters, embraced acreative writing classthisyear.
She said, to her surprise, she found that while
itwas“alittlebit tricky,” sheliked it morethan
expected and even enjoyed writing poetry, “a
little.”

They reminisced about high school memo-
ries, including asmall classin honorsglobalism
they took together asfreshmen. They said they
enjoyed the small intimate class and getting to
know their fellow classmates and had fun, do-
ing outside-the-box things such as bowling in
the hallway.

Asfar asteachers go, they have different fa-
vorites.

For Deskus, it's statistics teacher Alan
Bukowinski.

“He'sreally funny and goofy,” shesaid. “He
just made it really entertaining and | just en-
joyed theclassalot. Mostly because | had him
for ateacher and | enjoyed it so muchthat that's
what | decided | wanted to study.”

Bukowinski, for his part, was very frank
about Deskus.

“ She'sawesome, great student,” hesaid. “ She
was always one step behind me in stats class,
asking questions two chapters out; very, very
smart.”

When he wrote a letter of recommendation
for her, Bukowinski said hefelt like he wasn’t
qualified enough because“ she'sjust incredibly
smart, an incredibly high-flyer.”

Sheisalso downto earth, willing to help her
fellow classmates, likeshaving funandis*“well-
rounded,” he added.

“She’snot al school,” he said. “I’mlooking
forward to see everything she can do with her
future”

For Han, AP biology teacher AlexaMitchell

Tierney In ‘Prime’ of

by Sloan Brewster

Town Manager Andrew Tierney is getting a
A% raise.

Theraise, which goes into effect July 1 and
was unanimously approved by the Board of
Selectmen in April, is larger than the 2% hike
awarded to Tierney last year.

The increase will bring his salary from
$126,321 to $131,374.

“You need to act positively when you have a
positive employee” Board of Selectmen Chair-
man Dan Larsen said. “ There'salot of bigger
fish out there that would like to gobble him up.”

Giving him a bigger raise was a way to en-
tice Tierney into staying around, according to
Larson and Selectman Gail Richmond.

Richmond said Tierney had been offered an-
other position.

“He gives a lot of time to the town, night
meetings and whatnot, and we don’'t want to
losehim,” Richmond said. “ There' salot of jobs
out there, but therewas onein particular hewas
offered.”

Tierney clarified that he had been asked to
submit his resume for the open town manager
position in East Hampton, but did not do so.

“1 want to make that clear —my resumeisn’'t
out there,” he said.

Tierney —who was director of public works
for 17 years before becoming town manager
six years ago — said he has spent a “good por-
tion” of hiscareer in thetown and has gotten to
know the community.

He said he has been approached by “head-
hunters” for other postings as well and that
many towns are searching for experienced town
managers.

“[There] seemsto be avoid in town manag-
ers,” hesaid. “There's ahuge amount of open-
ingsand alot of pressure on town manager as-
sociations for experienced town managers and
my name keeps coming up, because I’ m not at
the end of my career.”

Towns including Bloomfield, Tolland, Ber-
lin and Bolton are looking for new town man-
agers, he said. Andover is looking for a town
administrator.

At 55, Tierney said he's the average age of
town managers“so | pop up with headhunters.”

Tierney said he enjoys working in Hebron
and that it's “in good fiscal shape”

“Hebron’s been very good to me and | to-
tally love and respect the people in this com-
munity and I’vegot alot of time vested in mak-
ing it grow and want to continue doing that,”
he said.

After nearly two and a half decades in the
town, Tierney said he hasalong standing rela-
tionship with his staff and that it “seemslike a
family.”

Still, he said headhunters have actively tried
to get him to apply for open positions, reiterat-
ing that he has not done so.

“I"'m in the prime of my career,” he said. “I
don’t want to scare anybody, I'm very happy,

ishisfavorite.

“Shereally madetheclassfun,” hesaid, and
added that sheinspired him to study nutritional
science in college.

Han aso recalled a stop in Ecuador on a
schooal trip to the Galapagos over the 2018 sum-
mer, during which Mitchell was a chaperone.

“We had definitely bonded because we salsa
danced one night and | think that’s a moment
that | still talk about today,” he said.

Mitchell remembered thedance aswell —and
said Han was an exemplary student who always
scored highly in class assessments.

“Hewasacurious student, heisalwaysvery
detail-oriented and | think that’swhy heexcels,”
she said.

In addition, he is self-reflective, focused on
self-growth and receptive to feedback, learn-
ing from it and making corrections.

Mitchell said it was good to see Han going
into afield that interests him.

“He hasreally strong abilities to understand
science and apersonal interest in nutrition, and
he enjoys cooking,” she said. “He'll do great
no matter what he does”

Deskus and Han imparted a memory of an
excursion with agroup of shared friendsto an
escape room at Puzzle Theory in South
Windsor. With atwo-minute window left, they
solved the jungle-themed mystery and got out
of the room.

“It was very exciting,” Deskus said. “It was
kind of spooky.”

Shelaughed when she shared that at one point
aloud noise went off inside the room when a
box opened — causing them to scream.

Ontheir way out of Puzzle Theory, she said,
an employeetold them they were fun to watch.

Han, who plays clarinet and sax, spoke of a
trip to Disney World with RHAM band last year,
describing every day asa“new adventure” in-
volving riding “crazy rides” and laughing and
chatting about memories.

When asked what they dreaded most about
next year, they had different ideas.

Deskus said having aroommate would be a
challenge—and was a so concerned about hav-
ing aregular job.

but there are other options.”

Despite the shortage of people applying for
town manager positions, Tierney spoke in
Haddam Wednesday about switching to atown
manager from a first selectman form of gov-
ernment. He said he was asked to give thetalk.

Tierney said he believes town managers are
a better option than first selectmen for a num-
ber of reasons, including that afirst selectmen
“getsin on apopularity contest” versusthe ex-
perience that gets a town manager hired; pre-
paring for electionstakestime away fromtheir
job; and there’ smoreturnover with first select-
men.

“Continuity. Continuity with the state, con-
tinuity with your community,” he said of the
arguments in favor of town managers. “You
have to have continuity year after year to fol-
low things through.”

A townisamulti-million dollar business, he
said. Hebron, for example, has a roughly $11
million town budget —“and you’ve got to have
somebody in chargewithout political pressure”

Richmond said selectmen are“ very pleased”
with Tierney.

“We think he's been very good to the town
and the continuity has been irreplaceable.”

Larson said Tierney shows*“ solid leadership”
and has proven to be an exemplary town man-
ager.

“He's a big part of the reason that Hebron

EricaDeskus, left, and Justin Han are
the respective valedictorian and
salutatorian of the RHAM High School
Class of 2019.

Han said hisbiggest fear wasblending inwith
everybody at Cornell and making friendshecan
trust. Hewas al so concerned about figuring out
how he was going to get around with no car.

On the plus side, though, Deskus said she's
looking forward to the flexibility that comes
with figuring out her own schedule and finding
clubs, volunteer opportunities and waysto get
involved.

Han, meanwhile, said he was looking for-
ward to being on the Cornell campus and ex-
ploring al it hasto offer, including the discov-
ery of the great outdoors with his roommate.

They both said they wouldn’t have made it
to wherethey arewithout the support of friends,
family and teachers.

“I"'mjust really grateful for the RHAM com-
munity and my wholefamily for supporting me
along theway to be abetter version of myself,”
Han said.

His Career In Hebron

keeps moving forward,” he said.

Larson gave Tierney kudos for resolving
water shortage issues that led to a ban on out-
door usage in certain areas of town last year.

“It's been good, positive leadership that's
been able to get those problems resolved,” he
said.

Larson cheered grants Tierney has secured,
including thosethat have extended trail systems
and brought sidewalks to town.

Hea so lauded Tierney and town staff for the
town’sreceipt last October of bronze certifica-
tion from Sustainable CT, an award that shows
that the town has put together environmentally
sustainable practices.

Past accomplishmentsLarson and Richmond
attributed to Tierney include bringing agasline
to the center of town and last May’s opening of
Colebrook Village, an assisted living commu-
nity nestled in the Village Green District on
John E. Horton Boulevard.

The board set five goalsfor Tierney to com-
plete next year. Those are to establish aretreat
for the board and town manager; develop aplan
for economic development; create a plan for
the Horton property, the property on John E.
Horton Boulevard the town purchased earlier
this year; move forward the sewer project,
whichincludesrepairsand upgrades of the sew-
ers and pump stations; and amend the Capital
Improvement Plan process.



Hebron VotersGive Go-Ahead to L ead Remediation Project

by Sloan Brewster

Voters at aspecial town meeting last Thurs-
day agreed to spend $1.22 million to replace
pipes at Hebron Elementary School.

Theplanisto dip into thetown’sunassigned
fund balance—or rainy day fund —for the fund-
ing, approximately 54% of which would bere-
imbursed through a grant from the state De-
partment of Administrative Services (DAS).

Hebron Elementary School Drinking Water
Remediation Building Committee Chairman
Malcolm Leichter said the percentages of the
reimbursement could go down if the state does
not approve the grant by the end of the month.
Thetown submitted the application for thegrant
early Tuesday in the hopethe statewill approve
it before the June 30 deadline.

Using the rainy day fund means the project
won't raise taxes, officials said.

There will be $4.92 million left in the fund
once the $1.22 million is taken out, Finance
Director Elaine Griffin said.

Currently, thereis $6.34 millionin therainy
day fund, which represents 17.59% of the
town’s budget.

Consulting engineer Ken Eldridge, of Silver
Petrucelli and Associates, gave a brief presen-
tation on the plan, which will entail putting in
new closed loop, hot and cold water systems.

“We don’t believe in cherry picking,”

by Sloan Brewster

On the literal eve of Town Administrator
Joseph Higgins' last day in office, the Board of
Selectmen Wednesday named an interim re-
placement for him —and it'safamiliar face.

First Selectman Robert Burbank was ap-
pointed in atight 2-1 vote. In that role, he was
the de facto town manager from 2006 to 2017,
when Higginswas hired and many of Burbank’s
duties asfirst selectman were transferred over
to him.

Thejob opening was posted early last month.
Five applications have been received so far,
according to officials.

Burbank’ sinterim appointment came after a
lengthy back-and-forth Wednesday night. Ul-
timately, board members Cathleen Desrosiers
and Julia Haverl voted in favor of it, while Jeff
Maguire voted against. Burbank abstained, and
the oft-absent selectman Jay Linddy was once
again not present.

Aside from Maguire, none of the selectmen
sought re-election this year, and thus were at-
tending their last meeting Wednesday.
Desrosiersbrought up aconcern that there was
no plan for who would fill in for Higgins until
areplacement is hired.

Desrosiers said it was “just inappropriate’

East Hampton
Police News

5/24: After aninvestigation into acar versus
fence motor vehicle crash on Smith Street,
Christopher Kishimoto, 63, of 14 Dziok Dr. was
issued a summons for failure to drive right,
operating under suspension and failureto carry
adriver'slicense.

Also, from May 20-27, officers responded
to 19 medical calls, two motor vehicle crashes,
six alarmsand made 25 traffic stops, police said.

Stolen License Plate
in Hebron

State Police are looking for information
regarding a stolen license plate after the
plate was reported missing last week.

At approximately 9 p.m.onMay 27, state
police responded to Hope Valley Road for
areport of amissing Connecticut trailer li-
cense plate.

Anyonewithinformationisasked to con-
tact Troop K at 860-465-5400.

Eldridge said. “ Going inwith anew piping sys-
tem was almost a no brainer from the get go.”

The replacement will include taking down
and replacing walls in one spot and installing
new water fountains. Eldridge said theold foun-
tains are “just not potable.”

“There'sawholebunch of stuff that goeswith
it aswell, including electrical,” he said.

Leichter said planning for the project was
“done very meticulously” and included input
from multiple state agencies.

“They agree we need to put in awhole new
system,” Leichter said. “This has been |ooked
at by alot of eyes.”

The state Department of Public Health (DPH)
Drinking Water Sectionispartnering with DAS
as this is the first time DAS has dealt with a
lead issue of this magnitude in a school,
Leichter said. The agencies are working with
the town and Sen. Cathy Osten, D-19, on the
matter.

John Collins, member of the Hebron Elemen-
tary School Drinking Water Remediation Build-
ing Committee and Board of Selectmen, said
the amount of lead in the water had exceeded
the 15 parts per billion standard regulated by
the state public health department.

While DPH can only regulateto 15 parts per
billion, the Federa Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) is now saying the only accept-
ablenumber iszero, Collinsand other officials
said.

“A guidance document came out from EPA
last year that said all exposure to lead, espe-
cialy with children, should beavoided,” Collins
said. “Lead isnot athing that should be trifled
with.”

Silver Petrucelli and Associates engineers
have said that replacing all the pipes in the
school puts the town ahead of the curvein the
event of new EPA regulations, as the town
would instantly meet them.

Another question was whether the DPH had
any concerns about any children who were in
the school before it was found that the lead
numbers had spiked.

The answer was no, officials said; and that
once the lead was found, no more water was
consumed in the school.

“All thesetestshave been ongoing,” Leichter
said. “As soon as we were detected with |ead,
water fountains were shut off, cooking was
eliminated.”

Diane Del Rosso, Board of Finance mem-
ber, spoke about how many mitigation systems
“that didn’t fix the problem” had already been
installed in the school.

Burbank Tapped to Be Andover

| nterim Town Administrator

to leave the office empty.

“I1t'sbusinessas usual, we need to have some-
body incharge,” shesaid. “No other townwould
leaveit”

Her recommendation wasto have Burbank —
who will aso not be returning with theincom-
ing board — step in.

Burbank agreed but said he would not do it
unless he gets paid, and that's where the cir-
cling conversations began. Maguire — who,
starting July 1, will be the town’s new first se-
lectman — voiced disapproval that Burbank
would not do it for free.

“Soyou'd only accept it asapaid position?’
he asked.

“Obvioudly, it'sfulltimeand | can’t work my
other job,” retorted Burbank, who runshisown
business doing title searches. “ You don’t have
aside job when you're [town administrator].”

With that, Haverl —who will also not bere-
turning — made a motion to appoint Burbank
for the interim position, adding that the salary
should be a weekly rate corresponding to
Higgins $85,000 annual salary.

Maguire said that amount would be a prob-
lem and that he had approached the town
administrator’s administrative assistant, Linda
McDonald, and asked her to pick up some ex-

Vandalism Spree
Reported in Colchester

Colchester Police arelooking for thosere-
sponsible for a number of vandalism inci-
dents that occurred during the overnight
hours between May 28 and 29.

According to the department’s Facebook
page, Noel’s Market, Stop & Shop, the
town's Parks and Recreation concession
stand building, and two dugouts were van-
dalized with spray paint.

Police said the suspects were captured on
Noel’s Market surveillance video spray
painting over the automatic door motion sen-
sor.

Anyone with information about thisinci-
dent is asked to contact Colchester Police at
860-537-7270.

tra hours to help from a customer service per-
spective.

“Shedoesareally good job at what shedoes,”
Maguire said.

Desrosiers and Haverl did not think it was
appropriatefor an administrative assistant tofill
in for the town leader. Haverl suggested both
of them could share the job, with McDonald
doing the customer service and Burbank sign-
ing documents and doing the official work.

With concerns over paying for both
McDonald's additional hours and Burbank’s
salary, Desrosiers said she would not second
themotion and it died.

“Cathy, what would get you to reconsider?’
Haver| asked.

There was more back-and-forth discussion,
with Maguirerecommending McDonald get the
extra hours and he and other selectmen take
turnsfilling in, in the office.

Throughout most of the conversation
Burbank remained silent, only making acouple
of comments about how much work it takes to
run the town.

“Whenyoudothat job, it'sfull time,” hesaid.
“1 don’t think any of you, until you do it, real-
ize how much isinvolved on a day-to-day ba-

In 2017, the school put in aninjector system
to treat the water with zinc orthophosphate, a
corrosion inhibitor, and initiated aflushing pro-
tocol to keep water constantly running through
the pipes. Superintendent of Schools Timothy
Van Tasel has said the treatment system proved
less effective than anticipated.

According to Eldridge, the project will be
put out to bid this summer in anticipation of
awarding the contract in the fall. From that
point, some work will be completed next year
when school isnot in session and will be com-
pleted next summer in time to start school in
the fall of 2020.

In the meantime, students will continue to
drink bottled water, he said.

On Tuesday, Town Manager Andrew Tierney
said the engineers were designing the project
and putting together arequest for proposals.

The source of the lead, which wasfirst dis-
covered in November 2016, is believed to be
solder used in piping in the wing of the school
that wasbuiltin 1963, Van Tasel hassaid. There
wasno lead problemin pipesinthewingsadded
in 1988 and 2000, when the solder was no
longer used.

While solder no longer containslead, it will
not be used in the project, Leichter said.

Sis”

Desrosiers said she would not have time to
work for free as she has afull-time job and re-
iterated her concerns about having McDonald
fillingin.

“1 don’'t know if the administrative assistant
to the town administrator can do this work,”
shesaid. “There'swork to be done here”

Then McDonald, who was present at the
meeting to record minutes, chimed in.

“1"mjust going to say for therecord that I'm
not taking any extrahours,” she said. “1’m not
taking extrahours.”

While Maguire still said Burbank should do
the job for free, Haverl ultimately remade the
motion to appoint Burbank with asalary corre-
sponding to Higgins' salary. This time,
Desrosiers seconded the motion and it passed,
with her and Haverl in favor, Maguire opposed
and Burbank abstaining.

After the meeting, Maguirereiterated that he
would havefilled in for free and that while he
may need to budget his time, preventing him
fromdoingit fulltime, therewould have been a
way to make it work, including having
McDonad fill in.

“1 can only tell you I’'m disgusted,” he said.

Portland Crash Causes
Road Closures, Power Outages

by Elizabeth Regan

A collision involving atruck and a utility
poleon Main Street Tuesday evening resulted
in road closures and power outages near the
corner of William Street and Main Street that
lasted into the morning, according to officials.

Fire Chief and Public Works Director Rob-
ert Shea said Wednesday that emergency re-
sponderswereaerted to the crash at 7:32 p.m.
the night before.

The crash knocked down the utility pole
and the tension pole across Main Street and
resulted in many downed wires, Shea said.

Thefire department putin apriority call to
Eversource Energy dueto concerns about the
wiressurrounding thetruck, Sheasaid. Hede-
scribed the utility company’sresponse as‘“re-

aly quick.”

The driver of the single utility truck in-
volved in the crash was taken to Hartford
Hospital for evaluation, Shea said.

Some affected power customers were re-
stored soon after Eversource’sarrival, accord-
ing to Shea; the rest were out of power for
most of the night.

The power outage affected the high schooal,
where a band concert and a Board of Educa-
tion meeting were being held. Generators
kicked in right away and power came back
less than an hour later.

Shea said Main Street in the area of the
crash reopened around 9:30 a.m. Wednesday.

The crash is under investigation.



Starbucks, CVSLikely for EImcrest Sitein Portland

by Elizabeth Regan

Asdemoalition preparations begin onthesite
of the former EImcrest Hospital, details about
commercial tenants are beginning to emerge.

Contract negotiations with Starbucks and
CVSareinthefina stages, according to Port-
land Economic Development Coordinator Mary
Dickerson.

She said this week that Danbury-based de-
veloper Dan Bertram gave the status update at
a recent Middlesex Chamber of Commerce
meeting.

Bertram, of BRT General Corporation, is
undertaking the project with the DiMarco
Group of Rochester, N.Y.

Bertram did not respond to phone and email
requests for comment.

Dickerson said the demoalition permit author-
ized in May 2018 was paid by the developers
|ast week with a$5,703 check. Crewswere ex-
pected to be on site thisweek to conduct envi-
ronmental assessments for hazardous materi-
alslike asbestos and lead.

Bertram hasindicated demolition will begin

this summer and construction will beginin the
fall with the hope that Starbucks and CV Swill
open in 2020, according to Dickerson.

The site has been vacant for more than ade-
cade.

The Brainerd Place project, approved by the
Planning and Zoning Commission over ayear
ago, includestwo residential buildingswith 238
units and 108,510 square feet of commercial
space. A tax abatement agreement authorized
in 2017 by the Board of Selectmen gives the
developer a break on more than $3 million in
property taxes over 14 years.

Dickerson said the pad site for the CV'S has
aready been approved by the Planning and
Zoning Commission with a pharmacy drive-
through, though the commission will still have
to authorize aesthetic detailsunder Village Dis-
trict review provisionsin zoning regulations.

The Starbucks, which she said would aso
haveadrive-through, would go into anew build-
ing designed to evoke a 19th century carriage

house, Dickerson said.

The site contains an actual carriage house
built in 1852 that is slated for demolition.

Protections in the zoning approval and tax
abatement specify that three of the site’s his-
toric homes will remain on the site. The struc-
tures are included in the Marlborough Street
Historic District on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The local demoalition permit authorizes the
removal of upwards of 20 buildings on the site
aslaid out in the developer’s plans, including
houses on the side of Perry Avenue adjacent to
the project.

All but one of the parcels on Perry Avenue
are currently under the ownership of a host of
limited liability corporationsassociated with the
project. The holdout is 10 Perry Avenue, where
90-year-old Donald R. Markham has lived his
wholelife.

“I"m still here” he said this week.

Markham told the Rivereast he is exploring

other housing optionsin town.

“1 haven't made up my mind to move yet
because they haven't found a place | want to
go to,” Markham said. “It’s up to me and my
sons what we do.”

Markham said heand Fred Hassan, who owns
the brunt of the project property, initially came
to “more or less of an agreement” back when
the plan wasto use only the back portion of his
yard for the project. The plan now hinges on
demolishing the 1.5-story cape.

Markham's property is valued at $132,800,
according to the tax assessor’s database.

Hisfamily moved in two yearsbeforehewas
born, hesaid: “For 92 years, it'sbeen my home.”

Whilethelocal permit authorizesdemoalition,
construction cannot begin until a$1.67 million
bond is posted to the state Department of Trans-
portation.

State Department of Transportation spokes-
man Kevin Nursick said this week developers
have not yet posted the bond.

Board Hopesto Save Portland Middle School Sports

by Elizabeth Regan

TheBoard of Education thisweek expressed
hope they will be able to avoid cutting middle
school sports, though members did not rule it
out completely.

Options on the table include a pay-for-play
framework that could — based on preliminary
figures — cost middle and high school families
up to $300 per year.

The school board met Tuesday to grapple
with a $217,000 cut to the proposed 2019-20
education budget that was ordered by the Board
of Selectman after the spending plan failed at
its first referendum last month. The budget
passed on May 29 with no further reductions.

Middle School student Ryan Clarke attended
Tuesday’s meeting to plead for sports. He said
the program fostersimportant rel ationshipswith
coaches whom athletes can look up to and go
to with their problems.

“1 think it's a really good connection that
someone as young as that could have with an
adult,” Clarke said.

School board members during their discus-
sion also spoke about the benefits of sports.

Vice Chairman Meg Scata said eliminating
the program would result in “more behavior
issues, more kids just sitting around, not exer-
cising.”

While the school board declined to take any
action on eliminating themiddle sports program
at Tuesday’ s meeting, they said they would like
to see moreinformation about potential sources
of savings—including the pay-to-play option.

Figures from district business manager
Stephanie Fragola show that charging athletes
$75 per sport with acap of $300 per family at
both the middle and high schools would yield
$42,225 in revenue. Charging $100 per sport
with a$400 cap would yield $56,300in revenue.

Board of Education student representative
Olivia Runte, a high school junior, implored

school board members to make sure any pay-
to-play program has provisionsfor familiesthat
cannot afford to pay.

Data about statewide pay-to-play fee struc-
turescompiled by the district shows East Hamp-
ton High School charges $100 per sport with a
$500 cap. The RHAM middleand high schools,
covering Hebron, Andover and Marlborough,
charge $170 per sport with a$510 cap, accord-
ing to the document.

Superintendent of Schools Philip O’ Reilly
said he is hopeful an agreement heis negotiat-
ing with a private special education program
looking to rent space at Brownstone Interme-
diate School will provide enough revenue to
save the middle school sports program.

The program, run by the Hartford-based Oak
Hill School, is for elementary-aged students
with intellectual, behavioral or multiple dis-
abilities.

O'Reilly did not disclose the lease fees un-
der consideration, but said it is“safeto say” it
would be enough to fund the middle school
sports program. Any agreement would likely
befinalized by July 1, according to O’ Reilly.

But some school board members expressed
concern about using the possible revenue source
for sports when the lean budget is also threat-
ening academic programs and staffing levels.

Despite tight fiscal constraints, the school
board on Tuesday voted to add a kindergarten
teacher to prevent unmanageable classsizesin
the unexpectedly large incoming class. In or-
der to fund the kindergarten position, the dis-
trict will look at shrinking fifth grade by one
teacher since it is expected to be one of the
smallest gradesin the school systeminthe com-
ing year.

O'Rellly saidfifth grade classsizesif reduced
by one teacher would range from 18-19 stu-
dents per classin the subjects of math and lan-

guage arts, with classes of 22-23 students in
science and social studies.

O'Reilly cautioned that there are “a signifi-
cant” number of studentsinthat gradewho have
been identified with special education needs
that require extra attention and resources.

“You never want to look at just a number,
folks” O'Reilly said. “You a so haveto look at
needs.”

But he also stressed throughout the meeting
that all the options on the table came from
school administrators who were tasked with
coming up with possibl e reductionsthat would
have “theleast amount of impact” on students.

“1 don’t like robbing Peter to pay Paul,” he
said of swapping out the fifth grade position
for akindergarten position. “1 don’t seealot of
other options.”

One possibility would beto moveapreschool
teacher to kindergarten and hireapart-time pre-
school replacement. But school board Chair-
man Sharon Peters said she doesn’t think the
idea“makes any sense” sinceit would leave a
$37,745 holein the budget.

School board members said they will con-
tinue to search for budget savings that will al-
low the district to both add a kindergarten
teacher and keep the fifth grade teacher.

School board member Laurel Steinhauser
reiterated her discomfort with prioritizing res-
toration of middle school sportsover saving the
fifth grade teacher and ensuring the high school
civics program can expand from a half-year to
afull-year.

Steinhauser and Scata advocated instituting
the pay-for-play framework for funding middle
school sports while earmarking the potential
lease revenue for academics.

Still others noted thetown hasahealthy rainy
day fund —or undesignated fund balance —that
could be used to ease the burden on the educa-

tion budget.

First Selectman Susan Bransfield told the
Rivereast last month that the newly approved
budget already includes a $300,000 cushion
from thetown’sundesignated fund balance. The
rainy day fund amountsto 19% of thetotal op-
erating budget, she has said.

The comfortablefund balance has helped the
town secure aAA+ bond rating that translates
to favorableinterest rates on bonding projects.
It'salso animportant source of funding in case
of emergencies, according to Bransfield.

Bransfield at ajoint meeting of the Board of
Selectmen and Board of Education last month
pledged that selectmen will be receptive to
school board requestsfor additional appropria-
tionsthat may arise in the coming school year.

While school board members did not come
to a decision on middle school sports by the
end of Tuesdays meeting, they did address
$158,211 of the mandated $217,000 reduction.
Cutsincluded dropping fifth grade from the 1-
to-1 Chromebook that provides adedicated tab-
let computer for each student in grades 5-12;
leaving afull-time technology department po-
sition unfilled; and reducing the textbook and
supplies line item in every department’s bud-
get by 10%.

They also cut the high school assistant wres-
tling coach and eliminated the middle school
girlssoftball team dueto alack of players. Ath-
letic Director Chris Serra said there are only
five middle school softball players currently,
with only three set to return.

The board will also require families of stu-
dentsin Advanced Placement classesto pay for
their exams. Financial aid provisionsarein place
at the state level to assist qualifying families.

The school board is scheduled to meet again
on June 18 to discuss how to addresstheroughly
$60,000 it till needsto cut.



Obituaries

East Hampton
Roger Samuel Adamy

Roger Samuel Adamy,
90, formerly of Venice,
Fla., passed away Mon-
day, April 29, at the
Saybrook at Haddam.

He was born in Man-
chester June 22, 1928, to
the late Samuel Adamy
and Ruth FrancesAdamy
(Massey). Inhigh school,
Roger lettered in soccer
and was a member of the
Hi-Y. After graduating
from Manchester High
School, Roger proudly
served his country in the
United States Navy from 1946-48. He was on the
carrier USS Philippine Sea with Rear Admiral
Byrd and the mission “Operation High Jump”
South Pole Expedition. This cruise was carrying
the first ever DC3 transport planes, the largest
transport planesever launched from acarrier deck.

He is survived by his daughter Cynthia
Chotkowski (Adamy) and fiancé Edward Kelley
(Cromwell) of East Hampton, son Mark Adamy
of Nyack, N.Y., and stepson Paul Karrer and wife
Mira, of Monterey, Calif.; sister and brother-in-
law Ruth (Adamy) and Ron Sloan of South Caro-
ling; and three grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren, as well as many nieces, nephews,
and cousins. He was predeceased by his brother,
David Adamy.

A celebration of life, with full military honors,
will be held on Saturday, June 8, from noon-3
p.m. at Chateau Lé Gari, 303 S. Main St.,
Marlborough.

The family requests that no flowers be sent,
but instead donations be madein Roger’smemory
to Middlesex Health Hospice Program at
Middlesex Health Office of Philanthropy, 28 Cres-
cent St., Middletown, CT 06457.

Colchester
Anita Joyal Huse

Anita Joyal Huse, 65, loving wife of Oliver
Huse and devoted mother of three, passed away
unexpectedly Monday, May 27, due to injuries
sustained in an automobile accident. Born March
6, 1954, in Norwich, to Ramuald N. Joyal and
Loretta T. Grandchamp, where she had 12 sib-
lings whom she loved.

Anitahad apassion for life and embraced every
minute enthusiastically. She loved music and
dancing and had a beautiful smile and an infec-
tiousjoy. She was ahard worker and spent much
of her life caring for others, both professionally
and personally. She embraced adventure and lived
in many different places including Connecticut,
Rhode Island, Maine, Cdifornia and Vietnam.

She had atrue pioneer spirit who wasresource-
ful, creative, and most of al kind which made
her a pleasure to be with. She was very active as
one of Jehovah's Witnesses and she tirelessly
volunteered to help othersto learn about the Bible.

Anitawas predeceased by her father and mother
(the latter of who died when Anita was 12) and
three of her siblings: Susanne, Diane and James.

Sheissurvived by her husband Oliver; her son,
Lucas Livingston, his wife Nha Nguye; sons,
Orion and Nebo Huse; two grandsons, Lam and
Laken Livingstone; stepmother, Therese Joyal;
sisters, Denise, Jeannine, Louise, Charlene,
Annette, Paulaand Dani€elle and brothers Thomas
and Phillip along with many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held Sunday, June
9, a 4 p.m. at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses, 297 Westchester Rd., Colchester.

In lieu of flowers you may kindly donate to
the Worldwide Work of Jehovah's Witnesses:
https://apps.jw.org/ui/E/donate-home.html#/do-
nate

Additionally, aGo Fund Me page has been set
up to assist with expensesrelated to her unplanned
death: https.//www.gofundme.com/anita-c-joyal -
huse-memorial.

Colchester
Yvan L. Soucy

YvanL. Soucy, 60, of |
Colchester, died unex- |
pectedly Monday, May
27, in a motorcycle ac-
cident.Yvanwashbornin
Canada and raised in
Mainebeforemovingto |
Connecticut. Hewasthe |
son of the late Maurice
T. and Anita Soucy of
Connor  Township,
Maine.

Y van moved to Col-
chester, Connecticut in
the early ‘90s. He was a hardworking man and a
jack of all trades. There wasn’t anything he
couldn’t do. He belonged to the Laborer’s Union
Local #230 working for King’'s Construction
Company. Hewas an avid outdoorsman. Heloved
to spend his time hunting and fishing. He was a
lover of animals, especialy his best friends Lilo
and Hunter.

Yvan was a great man and will be missed by
many. Surviving Yvan is his daughter Allison
Soucy of East Windsor, as well as his significant
other Doreen and her daughter Ashley of East
Hartford. Healso leavesbehind hissiblings, Josee
Strachan and husband Robb of Calgary, Alberta
Canada; Bobby Soucy of Connor, Maine; Norman
Soucy and hissignificant other Camille Desire of
Woodland, Maine; Nelson Soucy of Connor,
Maine; Gerald Soucy and hiswife Jenelyn Lacson
Soucy of Quezon, Philippines; and Jim Soucy and
his wife Tammy of Connor, Maine.

Friends may celebrate Yvan's life Saturday,
June 8, at 6 p.m., at the Knights of Columbusin
East Hartford, located at 1831 Main St., East
Hartford.

Inlieu of flowers, thefamily asksthat you make
a donation to Bolton Veterinary Hospital, 222
Boston Tpke., Bolton, CT 06043.

Portland

Carol Haynes

Carol L. (Cook) Haynes, 79, of Middletown,
wife of the late Dr. Richard F. Haynes, passed
away on Friday, May 31st at her home, The Vil-
lage at South Farms. She was born in New Or-
leans, La., on Nov. 27, 1939, daughter of the late
Ewing and Louise (Sedlock) Cook.

She met her husband Richard at Southeastern
LouisianaUniversity. They were married over 50
years. She has been bereft since he passed away
in 2014. She lived in Monroe, La., most of her
life. They moved to Connecticut to retire near fam-
ily.

Carol is survived by two daughters and their
spouses, Allison (Charles) Whitaker and Melissa
(Christopher) Kagan. She has many grandchil-
dren, Caroline (Mac) Whitmeg, Elizabeth
Whitaker, Nathaniel Kagan and Lillian Kagan.
She also has a dear brother, Dr. Ewing Cook and
sister-in-law Mignon (Dyson) Cook with their
children Stephanie (Eric) Nelson, Wil (Jan) Cook
and Wesley (Michele) Cook.

Carol taught in the Ouachita Parish school sys-
teminMonroefor over 30 years. Sheloved teach-
ing middle school science and was always a stu-
dent favorite. Carol was happiest in the kitchen
and in the garden. She was well-known to have a
messy house and impeccabl e vegetable and flower
garden. She truly expressed her love for others
with food. Strongly influenced by her New Or-
leansroots, her mealswere alwaysrich and spicy.
Even after moving into assisted living, she con-
tinued to cook in their kitchen. She threw a party
to thank the staff at The Village every year that
she would cook entirely herself.

Carol wasto the very end asassy Southern lady
with endless generosity, humor and lots of love.

Her family would like to thank The Village at
South Farms. She loved living there the last five
years of her life — she thought she ran the place.
The steff thereisbeyond specia to her wholefam-
ily. They would also like to thank Dr. Adriel
Kramer of East Hampton for his devoted care of
Carol.

Funeral servicesand burial will beprivate. The
Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main $t.,
Portland isin charge of arrangements.

Colchester
Carl B. Larkin

Carl B. Larkin, 72, of
Colchester, passed awvay
Saturday, June 1, in
Waterford at the Bay-
view Health Care Cen-
ter, where he had been
residing. Born in Nor-
wich Oct. 1, 1946, he
was a son of the late
Clarence and Jeanette
(Heroux) Larkin.

Carl retired several
yearsago after along ca
reer in construction, .
working in many different areas and with severa
different companies. He married Sandra Kaiser
Oct. 19, 1976. She predeceased him Dec. 22,
1996.

Carl will be missed by many peoplewhoselives
he touched. He leaves three children, Jordan
Larkin, Carl B. Larkin, Jr., Eddy Strong; three
step-children, Phyllis, Sandra, and Joseph; three
brothers, Leonard of Norwich, Clifford of Preston
and Willie of New London, and numerous grand-
children, extended family and friends. He was
predeceased by a brother, Leroy Larkin.

Calling hours will be held today, June 7, from
4-6 p.m., at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home,
167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A memorial
servicewill follow at 6 p.m. at the funeral home.
Burial will be held at alater date in the New St.
Andrew Cemetery in Colchester.

Donationsin hismemory may be madeto ben-
efit his memorial C/O Leonard Larkin, 48
Woodrow Ave., Norwich, CT 06360.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Portland
Peder A. Samuelson

Peder A. Samuelson, 78, of Portland, passed
away peacefully Tuesday, June 4, at Middlesex
Hospital, surrounded by hisloving family. Hewas
alifelong resident of Portland.

Peder is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Frances; his son, Jason Samuelson and his wife
Lorraine and his daughter Cynthia Mazzotta and
her husband Sebastian; two grandchildren, Caden
and Ty. He is aso survived by his sister, Susan
Adinolfo and her husband Richard, as well as
many nieces and nephews.

Peder was predeceased by hisdaughter, Sharon
Elizabeth Samuelson; his parents, Nels and
Audrey Samuelson; and asister, Beverly Johnson

The funera will be held Saturday, June 8, at
10am., in St. Mary Church, Portland. Burial will
bein the family plot in St. Mary Cemetery Port-
land at a later date. Friends may call at the Port-
land Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main ., Port-
land, Friday, June 7, from 5-7 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memoria donations may be
made to St. Mary Church, 51 Freestone Ave.,
Portland, CT 06480.



