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New Portland Pastor 
Takes to ‘Later Vocation’

By Jack Lakowsky
Congregants of St. Mary Roman Catholic 

Church in Portland last month welcomed the 
Rev. John Antonelle as their new pastor, follow-
ing the retirement of the Rev. Paul Boudreau 
earlier this year.  

Antonelle has also been appointed as chap-
lain to Portland’s first responders.  

“Being town chaplain is a new hat for me,” 
Antonelle told the Rivereast on Monday. 

Antonelle will offer spiritual and emotional 
guidance and support for Portland’s police, 
firefighters, and other emergency responders. 
Antonelle can offer a Mass for their safety and, 
should anything unfortunate happen, Antonelle 
will be available to the injured or traumatized. 

Antonelle has served Portland for about a 
month, and said the town and its congregants 
have been warm and welcoming to their new 
leader in worship. 

Antonelle had previously served in sev-
eral Connecticut parishes, including Norwich, 
Rockville, Pawcatuck, Coventry, and Storrs 
(where he also served as UConn’s campus min-
ister). Along with Portland, these are all mem-
bers of the Diocese of Norwich, which is over-
seen by Bishop Michael Cote, who ordained 
Antonelle in 2006.

At the time of his ordination, Antonelle was 
nearing his 50s. 

“I’m what’s known as a ‘later vocation,’” said 
Antonelle. “I went into seminary at 46 years 
old. Prior to that, I worked in graphic arts and 
advertising in New York.”

Antonelle grew up in Queens and Brook-
lyn, and lived in Manhattan for nearly 20 years 
while working in his first career. Throughout 
his life, and his fruitful media career, Antonelle 
felt called to ministry.

“I felt called at a young age, but never pur-
sued it,” said Antonelle. “But I’ve always been 

close to the church, was always a regular week-
end attendee and got involved with the Knights 
of Columbus. I was doing well in my career; my 
finances were secure, and I lived in a nice co-op 
apartment in Manhattan.”

Then, Antonelle was spurred to pursue his la-
tent calling after the loss of a dear friend, who 
suffered a “massive” heart attack.

“He was a big success” in the business world, 
Antonelle said.  He said the death showed him 
“that everything [we] live for and build up could 
end in the flash of an eye. I knew God was call-
ing me for a long time, but this gave me the pur-
pose I needed to pursue [ministry].”

Antonelle initiated himself and was assigned 
to Holy Apostles College and Seminary in 
Cromwell, which serves as a seminary for older 
prospects seeking second careers in Catholic 
ministry. There he trained for five years before 
being ordained for the Diocese of Norwich. 

For the next decade, Antonelle wound around 
eastern Connecticut, serving in various par-
ishes, until the diocese assigned him to lead 
Portland’s Catholics – and it’s a role he said he 
intends to fill for a long time. 

“I’m very comfortable in this area,” said An-
tonelle. “The Archdiocese of New York is so 
huge, and I wanted something more intimate 
and fraternal, and I saw these right away in 
Norwich. There’s a strong ‘small diocese’ sense 
here that made me want to be part of it. I still 
visit family in New York, so I get the best of 
both worlds; wonderful, beautiful New Eng-
land, and I get my New York fix.” 

Antonelle said that because St. Mary has been 
well-maintained and regularly renovated, he is 
able to focus on bringing the community and 
the parish together, rather than oversee any de-
manding structural or aesthetic improvements. 

A 2020 newspaper interview wouldn’t be 

See Farewell, page 27
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 The Rev. John Antonelle, new pastor of St. Mary Church in Portland, smiles with 
his beloved dog Pasquale, or “Patsy.” Pasquale shares a birthday with, and is named 
after, Antonelle’s late father – who used to tell his son that if he were to come back 
after death, it would be as a dog. Photo by Frank Cape.

Longtime Marlborough Clerk Bids Farewell
By Karla Santos 

After more than 30 years serving the Marl-
borough community, Nancy Dickson, most re-
cently assistant town clerk, has retired. 

Last Thursday, Dec. 10, was Dickson’s last 
day on the job. 

Dickson was elected town clerk in 1995. She 
stepped down to become assistant town clerk in 
2018. 

Before becoming town clerk, she was a reg-
istrar of voters for six years, starting in 1989. 

Dickson’s story serving in Marlborough 
started when she was asked if she could help as 
a poll worker and count absentee ballots. Then 
the person that served as registrar of voters de-
parted, and asked Dickson if she wanted to take 
on that role, to which she said yes. 

Dickson was then asked if she’d be willing 
to run for a town clerk position. She again said 

yes, and won election. 
“I absolutely loved the job,” Dickson said. 

“I love helping the people of Marlborough. It’s 
very rewarding to work in the town clerk’s of-
fice.” 

Dickson, a former Marlborough resident who 
currently lives in Hebron, said one of the things 
she enjoyed about working in the town clerk’s 
office was handling the records and history of 
the town. 

“Just knowing the history of the town and 
working with the people, I just found it very re-
warding,” Dickson said. 

She said her favorite part of the job was greet-
ing, meeting, talking to  residents and helping 
people. She said that helping people was very 
rewarding. 

“It just makes you feel like you are part of the 

town, like you are helping,” Dickson said. 
She said that while the job was very reward-

ing, there were also everyday challenges to it. 
“For instance, this year, with the change in 

the way the voting was done – that was a huge 
challenge,” Dickson said, referring to the uni-
versal absentee balloting put into place for this 
year. 

She said the current town clerk, Lauren Grif-
fin, did a “wonderful, wonderful job” handling 
that change. 

Dickson said ensuring everyone received an 
absentee ballot was a challenge. 

“Usually in a presidential election we do 
maybe 200 absentee ballots,” Dickson said. 
“This year we did over 1,500 and to just make 
sure everyone got their absentee ballot and that 
everyone had the opportunity to vote was a 

huge challenge.” 
Dickson said she enjoyed her time working 

in town and said it was an honor to have been 
elected into the town clerk’s position. 

She said that being able to help others gave 
her a “good feeling.” 

Dickson is leaving calmed as she knows the 
town clerk’s office is in good hands. 

“I feel good that I have Lauren taking my 
place because she’s making a wonderful town 
clerk,” Dickson said. “She is just very profes-
sional and very friendly and kind.” 

Griffin said she worked with Dickson for 
eight years. 

“She is an amazing mentor,” Griffin said. “I 
came to this office with zero knowledge about 
what a town clerk does, and after six and a half 
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Bulletin Board
I read the other day in my daily newspaper that part of the reason for a recent 

statewide crime wave is the Coronavirus. (And here I was laboring under the miscon-
ception that the surge in crime results from a general collapse of morality, personal 
responsibility and respect for authority, all of which are nobody’s fault because “the 
system” has failed us.) 

Part of the problem involves our jury system, which has been indefinitely suspended 
as no one wants to sit shoulder to shoulder for hours or perhaps days with someone 
who might be coughing up Coronavirus.

The downside of this suspension is that criminals are free to pursue their unlawful 
interests without fear of being harassed by the courts. The upside is that those of us 
who might normally be chosen for jury duty don’t have to come up with ingenious 
excuses as to why we can’t serve. 

If you’ve ever been called for jury selection you have presumably read the accom-
panying flyer that you are to regard this incredible inconvenience (the general view 
voiced by selectees) as “an obligation and an honor.” Apparently, the former takes 
precedence over the latter as the flyer further advises that if you fail to appear you 
could be imprisoned—and there is no mention whatsoever as to where you can pick up 
a medal or participation trophy or similar honor in recognition of your service.

This is not to say there is no recompense. The flyer notes that your employer is re-
quired to pay your wages for the first five days if you are chosen to serve. After that, 
the State of Connecticut will pay you the munificent sum of 50 dollars a day. 

Considering such generosity, I am frankly astonished that people are not clamoring 
to serve. Curiously, it is my experience that the exact opposite is the case. The last 
time I had to show up at the court house for jury selection, my 200 or so prospective 
fellow jurors were fervently swapping schemes on how to get out of their commitment 
with excuses ranging from psychotic delusions to chronic flatulence. 

Part of the problem may be the slow speed at which jurors are picked for civil trials 
in this state. Last time I checked, Connecticut finished dead last in the nation, taking 
four times longer than the state with the next worst record (California)—as long as 
16 hours. 

According to the National Center for State Courts, South Carolina is the quickest 
at choosing jurors for civil cases, completing the task in an average of a half an hour. 
This may be because the only question South Carolina jurors are asked is if they’d like 
to be part of the firing squad, whereas in Connecticut lawyers want a comprehensive 
list of everyone who ever hurt your feelings. Speaking strictly for myself, I can attest 
that this takes time.

Also, in Connecticut you are not allowed to bring “disruptive or potentially danger-
ous items” into the courthouse. If you are concerned about your personal safety, you 
are encouraged to rely on the security provided by the court marshals, most of whom 
appear to have been classmates of Calvin Coolidge, but are hopefully much fleeter of 
foot than appearances would indicate.

Jurors are further admonished to pay attention to testimony (no napping, no matter 
how interminably the judge drones on). No note taking (they’re probably afraid you’ll 
use the time to compile something useful, like a grocery list). You cannot “discuss, 
describe or communicate any information about the case or related to the case with 
anyone.” 

In the event you are an imbecile, the brochure then helpfully defines what is meant 
by “anyone,” which includes, well, everyone (with the possible exception of your own 
multiple personalities), as well as what is meant by “communicate” which includes 
everything from speaking to texting to (presumably) smoke signals and winking las-
civious messages in Morse Code at the suspect’s weeping sister.

Jurors are also warned not to “attempt to do your own research on the law or the 
case.” The reason, we are told, is that the information may be misleading or inaccurate 
and lead you to a mistaken opinion. The court apparently prefers that if you are going 
to be misled, it should be done by lawyers who are making 300 dollars an hour, while 
you are only making 50 bucks a day. After all, law school is expensive.

But now, of course, thanks to Covid-19, this carefully scripted process has become 
irrelevant. And so too, at least for the time-being, is my ingenious plan to avoid jury 
duty the next time I am called. 

I am sure that those who select juries have by now heard every conceivable excuse 
under the sun as to why any given person should be excused. So I was greatly excited 
when I saw that you can’t be forced to comply if you are dead. Fortunately, you don’t 
actually have to kill yourself. All you have to do is write ‘Deceased’ on the summons 
and mail it back.

It’s the very same technique I use with persistent bill collectors. Who knew?

Jim Hallas, Publisher

Editor’s Desk continued on page 4

As was mentioned on the cover of last 
week’s paper, you’re holding in your hands 
the final Rivereast of 2020. The office will be 
closed the next two weeks, and there will be 
no paper during that time. 

So, this is my final column of 2020. And let 
me just say, as I bid the year farewell…..

Good riddance to bad rubbish.
This was such a tough, tough year, in so 

many different ways. And while the pres-
ence of a vaccine provides so much hope, a 
real light at the end of the tunnel – we must 
remember we’ve still got an awful lot of that 
tunnel left to travel. Getting the vaccine isn’t 
like flipping a switch. And even if it were – 
we’re probably at least six to eight months 
away from the majority of the country being 
inoculated. Dr. Fauci said earlier this week 
we’ll probably have to continue to mask and 
social distance and avoid large indoor gather-
ings for most of 2021. And while that makes 
sense, it’s still a rather depressing thought.

Still, there is an end in sight. That’s some-
thing to cheer about.

So, as many of us get ready for a holiday 

season away from family, away from friends, 
we can take comfort in knowing there’s a 
great likelihood next year will be more like 
the Decembers we remember. To again quote 
my favorite Christmas song: someday soon, 
we all will be together.

Here’s, then, to a better 2021.
* * *

Kudos to the Cleveland Indians for decid-
ing, at long last, to change their name. The 
storied baseball franchise has been known 
by the now-outdated term for more than 100 
years, and in recent years, there had been in-
creasing pressure to change the name.

Cleveland never really seemed to take such 
calls seriously until this year, when, following 
the death of George Floyd in May, there was 
a nationwide discussion and reevaluation of 
race. Even the Washington Redskins – which 
had long resisted pleas to change what was 
perhaps the most racist team name in all of 
sports – finally caved. 

Washington in fact was so quick to acqui-
esce with dropping the offensive moniker 

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Garden Club Greetings
To the Editor:

The Belltown Garden Club of East Hampton 
is alive and well, in spite of the pandemic!

Although our November meeting, the much-
enjoyed and anticipated annual wreath-making 
event, was canceled, individual members took 
up the charge and created wreaths and swags to 
adorn various locations in town as has been the 
tradition for many years. The Congregational 
Church (who generously allows use of Fellow-
ship Hall for our monthly meetings), the town 
library and the Comstock Bridge are festively 
adorned with beautiful live-green wreaths and 
the gazebo in the old village center has lovely 
swags of greenery and bows to bring joy to all 
who pass by.

Another change in tradition due to COV-
ID-19 was the cancellation of our annual holi-
day social gathering. To keep the holiday spirit 
alive, the club members are participating in 
“2020 Secret/Surprise Santa. Each participating 
member received the name of a fellow garden 
club member to delight in some way over the 
holiday season.

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to all 
from The Belltown Garden Club of East Hamp-
ton!!

Belltown Garden Club
East Hampton

Why Not Connecticut?
To the Editor:

I see Elon Musk is moving himself and much 
of his Tesla factory from California to Houston. 
I wonder if he considered Connecticut as a place 
to locate. Hmm, I suppose he looked at our tax 
rates, GE’s move to Massachusetts, Pfizer’s 
preference for a Manhattan headquarters, E.B.’s 
expanding plant in Rhode Island, and Pratt and 
Whitney’s increasing presence in Florida. The 
easy conclusion is that he’s well aware of Con-
necticut’s unfriendliness to business. 

Thank God for the skilled labor and construc-
tion expertise of Electric Boat!

George Coshow – Middle Haddam

Thanks, Library Staff
To the Editor:

The East Hampton Library Advisory Board 
would like to commend the staff of the East 
Hampton Public Library for their exceptional 
service to our community. The employees of the 
EHPL have done an amazing job of re-concep-
tualizing library services during the COVID-19 

Choose Compassion
To the Editor:

As I’ve gotten older, I’ve more fully under-
stood that everyone is walking around wounded 
in some way. Whether it’s loss and grief, illness, 
trauma, depression, anxiety, mental illness, fi-
nancial stress, loneliness and isolation, or some 
other stressor, life is full of hardships, and we 
never know the depths of another person’s chal-
lenges.

The person who cut you off in traffic, maybe 
they have a toxic job that they live in fear of ev-
ery day. The cashier who could have been nicer, 
maybe they just lost a parent. The co-worker 
who finds the negative in every situation, maybe 
they didn’t get the love they needed as a child. 
The teenager who stole from a local business, 
maybe they knew their family couldn’t afford 
holiday gifts. There are so many reasons that 
people act the way they do.

My general rule of thumb is that hurt people 
hurt people. Thinking this way gives our hearts 
and minds the space to choose compassion and 
kindness. Choosing compassion is not about 
excusing bad behavior, it’s about controlling 
the only thing we have control over, our own 
reaction.

When we can remember that everyone we 
encounter during our day has their own life and 
their own unique challenges, it’s easier to not 
take negative behavior personally, and instead 
offer a smile or a kind word.

As we move through this unprecedented holi-
day season where many are feeling the stress of 
missing their loved ones, let compassion be our 
guiding force.

Michelle Noehren
Colchester is Kind

Merry Christ-mass
To the Editor:

Amid the depressing rubble of COVID-19, I 
got to thinking about why we celebrate Christ-
mas. What is it about Jesus that has us celebrat-
ing his birth?

We celebrate the birthdays of George Wash-
ington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, 
and so many others because of their accom-
plishments. None is celebrated for simply being 
born. So who was Jesus, and what did he do?

Easter gives the answer. Without Jesus’ death 
and resurrection there would be no reason to 
celebrate the birth of the Christ child. Christ-
mas, then, is the backstory to Easter.

As the incarnate Son of God, Jesus was born 
for a mission. That mission was made known 
prior to his birth when an angel appeared to a 
troubled Joseph, worried about his pregnant 
fiancé. After explaining the situation the angel 
said, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”

Christmas and Easter come together in the 
verse John 3:16. It’s the good news of the gos-
pel in a nutshell:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.

It’s a mission and a message that takes the 
curse out of COVID-19.

Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

 Spreading Holiday Cheer… Girl Scout Troop 63000 in Colchester recently re-
corded holiday carols to spread joy to the community. Their annual holiday carol 
sing is typically in person at local convalescent homes, but this year will be done 
through video. 

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Foru
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“Gratitude is the memory
of the heart”

One of the Joys of the Holiday Season
is the opportunity to say

THANK YOU, so very much…
Our continued success and growth in real estate

is all because of your support and referrals!

We wish for you and your family
the very best for a most

Happy, Healthy and
Prosperous New Year!

Steve & Enza Dandeneau
Dandeneau Team Real Estate

Chairman’s Circle Gold – Top 2% Nationally
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Steve & Enza 
Dandeneau

860.796.5941

Taylor
Scott

860.936.4225

Lauren 
Simon

704.267.1103

Jonathan 
Whalen

860.989.7098
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured
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100s of Special Prices Inside Store
Check It Out Special Holiday 

Prices in December
Home of World Class 

Wines & Liquors

Happy Holidays!

Route 66
Package Store

Fine Wine, Liquor & Beer Warehouse
193 East High St., East Hampton, CT

860-267-1171

Thomas Hooker #NoFilter 6 pk ...12.99
Lawson Sip of Sunshine 4 pk .........13.99
Counter Weight Headway 4 pk ....10.99

Lotto & Daily Numbers
*Sale ends 12/31/20

**Not responsible for typographical errors

Bombay Sapphire 1.75 .........34.99
Tanqueray 1.75 .....................31.99
Beefeater 1.75 ......................29.99

Johnnie Walker Black 750mL ..24.99
Chivas Regal 1.75 ................49.99
Dewars 1.75 .........................34.99
Johnnie Walker Red 1.75 .....36.99

Jameson 1.75 .......................51.99
Seagram’s VO 1.75 ..............20.99
Canadian Club 1.75 ..............19.99
Seagram’s 7 1.75 .................22.99
Black Velvet 1.75 ..................15.99

Maker’s Mark 90 1.75 ...........54.99
Maker’s Mark 90 750mL .......29.99
Jack Daniel’s 1.75 ................44.99
Jim Beam 1.75......................29.99

Bass Ale 12 pk ......................14.99
Becks’s 12 pk .......................13.99
Corona 12 pk ........................13.99
Heineken 12 pk.....................13.99
Long Trail 12 pk ....................13.99
Harpoon Ale 12 pk ................13.99
Sam Adams 12 pk ................13.99

Clos Du Bois 1.5 L ................18.99
Relax 1.5 L ...........................19.99
Monkey Bay Sauv Blanc 1.5 L .15.99
BlackStone 1.5 L ..................17.99
Meridian 1.5 L .......................14.99
Woodbridge ..........................12.99
Cavit Pinot Grigeo 1.5 L ....... 11.99
Barefoot 1.5 L ....................... 11.99
Yellow Tail 1.5 L .................... 11.99
Fontera 1.5 L ..........................8.99

Bailey’s Irish Cream 1.75 ......49.99
Kahlua 1.75 ..........................37.99

Grey Goose 1.75 ..................49.99
Ketel One 1.75......................33.99
Absolute 1.75........................29.99
Smirnoff 80 1.75 ...................19.99
Stolichnaya 1.75 ...................29.99

Captain Morgan 1.75 ............26.99
Bacardi 1.75 .........................19.99

gin

Scotch

WhiSkey
BourBon

Beer 12 pk SpecialS

Wine

cordialS

Vodka

rum

GReat Holiday ideaS!

Josh Wines 12.99
Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon,

Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay,
Rose, Sauvignon BlancDeaL!

!

!

!

Great

Selection of

Local Beer!

Whiskey & Wine 
World of andover

Andover Package Store
UNdEr NEW OWNErSHip

144 route 6, Andover, CT
860-680-4768

Sea Hag 6 pk ................................... 8.99
White Claw Seltzer 12 pk .....13.99
Truly Seltzer 12 pk ....................13.99

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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The Enemy from Within
To the Editor:

House building requires many skilled trades-
people – architects, heavy machine operators, 
carpenters, plumbers, electricians etc. working 
for months. But one fool arsonist’s single match 
can destroy it within minutes. Lincoln imagined 
America as a house, strategically founded by 
intellectual elites Franklin, Washington, Ad-
ams, Jefferson, Jay, Henry, Hamilton, Paine, 
Monroe, et al. Accepting civil war, Lincoln 
saved that house from slave-owning arsonists – 
traitorous seditionists spreading everywhere the 
horrific violence they had honed for centuries 
against helpless Black men, women, and chil-

On Trump
To the Editor:

Donald’s Big Lie takes root in that 77% 
of Republicans say the election was rigged; 
126 House members and 18 attorneys general 
signed up to the Texas lawsuit to throw out the 
votes in four states.

The GOP now has but two wings: the tra-
ditional conservatives and the upcoming au-
tocratic wing dedicated to raw power and the 
degradation of democracy.

Ed Gyllenhammer – Portland

pandemic. Curbside pickup for materials was 
organized when the library could not allow pa-
trons inside the building. As soon as libraries 
were allowed to open, the staff made sure all 
precautions were in place to make the build-
ing as safe as possible. Bringing services to the 
community was initiated by sending monthly 
collections of books to six daycare centers and 
providing 180 early literacy kits for preschool-
ers each month. Collections of books are sent 
to the two senior housing complexes as well. 
When there were children on the waiting list for 
take and make activity kits, the staff didn’t want 
any child to be without, so they volunteered to 
make more kits. The annual Jingle Bell Parade 
has been a very popular event in our town. This 
year the parade was reimagined to be a holiday 
lighting event. The library staff has assembled 
250 Jingle Bell Parade kits for children so that 
this tradition can continue. 

These are just a few examples of how the 
staff of the East Hampton Public Library has 
shown their dedication to providing exemplary 
service to our community. Even with social dis-
tancing protocols, the library continues to be a 
very welcoming place. When surveyed, 96% 
of patrons said that their last experience with 
the library was exceptional. Please join the East 
Hampton Library Advisory Board in expressing 
our gratitude for the amazing work that the East 
Hampton Public Library employees have done 
during this challenging year.

East Hampton Library Advisory Board

Candidates Needed 
To the Editor:

Our town boards/committees are crucial to 
the management of our town. Every decision 
made by board members affects all residents. 
The decisions they make shape our taxes, land 
use, school ranking and more. Greater involve-
ment from members of the community is need-
ed. 

This coming May, Andover residents will 
choose candidates to represent us on these 
boards. We need people willing to work togeth-
er to find the best solutions to the issues facing 
Andover. We need fresh ideas to help our com-
munity succeed and grow. The choices we make 
determine the character of Andover, what we’d 

like to see change and what we’d like to see re-
main untouched.

We have openings on the Board of Finance, 
Board of Education, Planning & Zoning, Zon-
ing Board of Appeals and more. Please con-
sider joining one of these very essential com-
missions. If interested in helping influence the 
direction of Andover, contact me at the Andover 
Democratic Town Committee andoverctdems@
gmail.com 

“Never doubt that a small group of thought-
ful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” – Mar-
garet Mead 

Catherine Magaldi-Lewis, Chair
Andover Democratic Town Committee

See Letters, page 4
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
that it didn’t even wait until a new name had 
been chosen. All this current football season 
it’s been known as the Washington Football 
Team.

Cleveland’s not going quite that far, though. 
They’re going to continue as the Indians until 
a new name is chosen and, according to MLB.
com, “various branding and trademarking is-
sues are resolved.” (Never forget that, no mat-
ter how noble intentions may seem at a given 
moment, baseball is first, last and always a 
business.) 

Still, while the knowledge that Cleveland is 
going to continue on as the Indians for at least 
another year takes a little bit of the air out of 
the announcement, I’m glad they’re making 
the change. It’s well past time. Calling Native 
Americans “Indians” is an outdated concept 
that conjures up a lot of painful stereotypes. 
Many high school and college teams are get-
ting away from such nicknames. It’s high time 
professional sports teams do the same.

“There is a credible number of people in 
this community who are upset by our name, 
are hurt by our name, and there is no reason 
for our franchise to bear a name that is divi-
sive,” team owner Paul Dolan told MLB.com 
on Monday.

I couldn’t agree with him more. 
* * *

A week from today is Christmas Day, so I 
thought I’d close out this column with some 
inspirational Christmas quotes I recently 
came across. Enjoy.

“Nothing ever seems too bad, too hard, or 
too sad when you’ve got a Christmas tree in 
the living room.” – Nora Roberts

“Christmas is most truly Christmas when 
we celebrate it by giving the light of love to 
those who need it most.” – Ruth Carter Sta-
pleton

“A good conscience is a continual Christ-
mas.” – Ben Franklin

“Love the giver more than the gift.” – 
Brigham Young

“God never gives someone a gift they are 
not capable of receiving. If he gives us the 
gift of Christmas, it is because we all have the 
ability to understand and receive it.” – Pope 
Francis

“When we recall Christmas past, we usual-
ly find that the simplest things – not the great 
occasions – give off the greatest glow of hap-
piness.” – Bob Hope

“Christmas waves a magic wand over this 
world, and behold, everything is softer and 
more beautiful.” – Norman Vincent Peale

“Blessed is the season which engages the 
whole world in a conspiracy of love.” – Ham-
ilton Wright Mabie

And lastly, and a quote that certainly brings 
me to memories of my own childhood:

“One of the most glorious messes in the 
world is the mess created in the living room 
on Christmas Day.” – Andy Rooney

* * *
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from all of us at the Rivereast News Bulletin.

A Marvelous Treat
To The Editor:

What a marvelous treat for the entire town 
performed Sunday, Dec. 13, by our Board of 
Selectmen: Jeff Maguire (Santa), Adrian Man-
deville, Jeff Murray, Scott Person and Paula 
King, and Shannon Louden (Mrs. Claus), who 
sang Christmas carols and read stories to so 
many in town. They were at Hop River Senior 

dren. 
Here, today, we are engaged with that ‘enemy 

from within’ the founders most feared. An im-
moral demagogue, with credulous dupes in tow 
seeks to burn down our 244-year-old constitu-
tional democratic republic. Trump would be 
impotent but for an enabling national GOP and 
local dimwits like Don Denley, Ed Kozlowski 
and Sam Prentice, who parrot Trump’s lies in 
the Rivereast. Last week, four thoughtful writ-
ers demolished Sam’s latest deranged letter. 
Each addressed different parts of the Prentice 
letter, effectively rebutting every single laugh-
able sentence. Patriot writers all – Andover’s 
Scott Sauyet, Colchester’s Harry Cion, Haddam 
Neck’s R. Thurston Clark. 

Other patriot writers last week who addressed 
racism, the GOP’s big lie, lack of shame and 
election conspiracies included Hebron’s Joe 
Stevens, East Hampton’s Maureen Heidtmann, 
Marlborough’s Dave Porteous, Portland’s Ed 
Gyllenhammer and Colchester’s Ellen Krae-
mer. 

Rivereast towns rely on such contributors for 
sensible, intellectually stimulating conversa-
tions within our community paper. Not so much 
Colchester’s Ed Kozlowski, whose strip club 
fixation (mentioned seven times) left me won-
dering why he’s addressing me instead of ask-
ing Don Denley for the insider story. Kozlowski 
further pronounced “there are numerous facts 
that contradict [my] opinions.” His evidence? 
“George Soros writes [my] letters”? I believe 

A Scientist Behind the Vaccine
To Future Scientists,

Nine months since the COVID pandemic 
began, my 10-year old daughter, like everyone 
else, is longing for the simple pleasures, like 
seeing the grandparents and hugging friends. 
“When will life be normal again?” she asks. 
“When we have a COVID-19 vaccine?” When 
her eyes glazed over, I knew I have lost her with 
the details of messenger RNAs transcribing a 
novel protein mimicking the virus and the im-

Kudos to Letter Writers
To the Editor:

Also, to the Rivereast News Bulletin readers, 
I wish to praise and thank the letter writers:

Harry Cion, Ed Gyllenhammer, Maureen 
Heidtmann, Ellen Kraemer, Scott Sauyet, Ed 
Smith, Joe Stevens, Monica Swyden.

Some of them having written multiple times, 
some not so much, have provided honest, fac-
tual, thoughtful letters. It takes considerable 
effort, time, research, and thought to compose 
a truthful message to educate the readers here. 
Most of us are probably thankful also, and 
hopeful, for a kinder, more intelligent, and es-
pecially, selfless White House occupant starting 
in January. Hopefully the violent, aggressive, 
rabid, radical right-wingers will calm down, 
understand that we are a country governed by 
a majority of the electorate, as we have shown 
this time. 

Remember, if a political party suppresses the 
vote, or tries to overturn it, because that party 
doesn’t like the outcome, that is a dictatorship, 
and yes, let’s get rid of that laughing stock of 
the rest of the world, the Electoral College! E 
Pluribus Unum. 

Best wishes to the above letter writers for a 
happy, healthy, safe holiday season, and New 
Year. Keep up the good work!

Tricia Heldmann – Colchester

Death of Shame BS
To the Editor:

Spreading the lies seems to be Joe Stevens’ 
way. Joe, you claim President Trump “contin-
ues to ignore a raging pandemic claiming 3,000 
lives every day” – what utter bullcrap. Too 
many lives have been lost for sure, but Presi-
dent Trump hasn’t been ignoring it. Monday, 
Dec 14, people started getting the COVID-19 
inoculations thanks to Operation Warp Speed, 
all President Trump’s doing as he was fought 
every inch of the way. 

Because of Warp Speed it only took nine 
months to do something that normally takes up 
to 20 years to get done. Never in our history 
has something like this happened so quickly. 
Technology that has been around for over 20 
years in the fight against cancer was diverted to 
the COVID-19 virus and now people are start-
ing to benefit and live because of it. In test tri-
als the Pfizer vaccine had a 95% effective rate, 
far better than most vaccines. Another one will 
be available in a week; don’t know much about 
that one though. 

Being someone who is over 70 with breath-
ing and other problems, I thank President 
Trump for doing the things Joe Stevens says he 
isn’t doing.

Mike Goodie – Colchester

in “rainbows, unicorns and magic beans”? Thus 
our Trumpian comic book world. An endless 
spewing of nonsense, innuendo and childish 
taunts. Republican SNAFU.

Ed Smith – Andover

Housing where seniors have called to say what 
a wonderful treat and it made them feel so much 
more in the Christmas spirit with all the sadness 
in the world. So thank you all for taking time 
out of your lives to perform a “miracle” for not 
only our seniors but our entire town. This shows 
how much care and concern our town officials 
have working for the betterment of our town. 

This is also an appropriate time to thank the 
people who have supported and helped with our 
seniors, disabled and veterans this past year. 
Truly grateful for our Resident State Trooper 
Darrell Tetreault, our Town Clerk Carol Lee, 
Assistant Assessor and Municipal Agent Ro-
berta Dougherty, Town Administrator Eric An-
derson, our BOS, my husband Mike Palazzi, Pat 
and Frank Chaves, Tiiu and Ylo Anson, George 
and Judy Knox, our very special senior trans-
portation drivers, Ellie Skoog and Ricky Kauff-
man. Special thanks to our first responders at 
the AFD. Without these people there is no way 
I could have done my job to help our senior 
population. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 
Sincerely,

Cathy Palazzi
Andover Senior Coordinator

The early stages 
of communication 

disorders are easier 
to spot when you 
know the signs. 

Early detection can improve 
treatment and quality of life. 

For more information visit 
IdentifyTheSigns.org. 
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Let the savings pile up this winter season 
with a quote from Sica Insurance

– Get great rates that start at $200

– Liability limits up to $2 Million

– Fast, Friendly Service

We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that we could deliver superior 
home-selling services for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% or even 3% traditionally charged. Since then we have 

sold 129 homes in Connecticut at a 1% listing fee. And there are no gimmicks or hidden fees!

If you would like to sell your home, receive superior service, and 
save thousands of dollars, call Kevin Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, 
at 860-882-9598. You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn 

more about our “1% Full-Service Listings”! 

Savings based on actual sale price and client paying Rockoff Realty’s listing fee of 1% vs. 3% charged by another Full-Service 
Broker. Any fee paid to a Buyer Broker is determined by the Seller.


“1% Full-Service Listings”
Selling Your Home?

Superior Results at a Fraction of the Commission!

Rockoff Realty, 29 Lake Road, Amston, CT 06231

22 Kristem Lane, Hebron. Sold by Rockoff Realty for 
$425,00 on December 12, 2020.Savings of $8,500!

Sold!
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Sold!

Crystals  Jewelry  Shells 
Framed Butterflies  Fossils 
Minerals for Collectors  Art

Wed thru Sun: 11am to 6pm 
(next to Subway)

NEW IN TOWN! 
INTO THE WOODS 

— Gifts Inspired By Nature — 
106 Bridge Road, Haddam, CT 
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Piano Tuning 
& Repair

James Garrett
860-295-9071
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12 Middlesex Ave., Portland Behind the Post Office
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Students to Learn Remotely Through Jan. 8
By Jack Lakowsky

Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton 
told the Board of Education last week that Port-
land, the state, and the nation are in what histo-
rians will see as the pandemic’s precipice. 

Between Nov. 22 and Dec. 5, 63 new COV-
ID-19 cases were diagnosed in Portland, and the 
town’s infection ratio is now about 48/100,000.

These numbers were updated Dec. 10, and 
were not updated as of press time. 

Fortunately, there were no additional CO-
VID-19-related deaths in Portland during that 
timeframe. In neighboring East Hampton, a 
man in his mid-40s recently succumbed to the 
virus. 

“Portland’s getting a little beat up right now,” 
said Britton, going on to say when schools 
first reopened, officials were using 25 cases 
per 100,000 residents as the most alarming 
milestone. Every town in the Chatham Health 
District (Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, 
Marlborough, Portland, and East Haddam) has 
surpassed that ratio, and are all in red alert. 

Portland’s ratio is above that of Middlesex 
County as a whole, which averages 40/100,000, 
according to Britton. 

Due to these numbers, Britton decided that 
all Portland students will continue to learn re-
motely until Friday, Jan. 8. Students, as of now, 
are slated to return to full in-person instruction 
on Monday, Jan. 11. 

In-school transmission remains minimal in 
Portland and across the state, according to Brit-
ton, who attributed this to the “efficacy of miti-
gation strategies.” The superintendent said the 
state Department of Public Health continues to 
say schools are safe from widespread infection.  

“I think we’re in the darkest night before 
dawn,” said Britton. 

Britton is optimistic about the upcoming 
months, and said he believes people need to 
“buckle up and recognize where we are.” Brit-
ton’s optimism did not supersede his realism, 
however. 

Britton said that when Portland’s district, and 
districts across the state and nation, begin re-
opening, there is no question COVID-19 will 
accompany the flux of students and staff. 

“It’s a question of how much, and how many,” 
said Britton. “When we reopen, we must be 
able to accommodate large numbers of students 
and staff who are either sick or quarantining.”

Britton said Portland students are in remote 
learning due to staffing shortages, not from 
widespread COVID-19 transmission. To com-
pound that challenge, substitute teachers are not 
readily available. 

“We’re simply not prepared right now,” said 
Britton. “We don’t have enough subs to accom-
modate 15 teacher absences.”

Britton estimated he would need between 
20 and 25 substitutes available at all times, 

and who will work exclusively with Portland 
schools. 

In an effort to deal with this statewide staffing 
stymie, Gov. Ned Lamont last week signed an 
executive order changing hiring requirements 
for substitute teachers. 

The order waived the bachelor’s degree re-
quirement. Essentially any adult 18 years or 
older can apply as a sub, preferably those with 
childcare experience, although that is not a 
dealbreaker. Applicants must still pass a com-
prehensive background check and will be fin-
gerprinted. 

“Last weekend I put a plea [requesting sub-
stitutes] to the community, and was absolutely 
blown away by the response,” said Britton, who 
said 75 applicants offered their services. 

Britton said many of these 75 don’t necessar-
ily have ambitions to pursue a teaching career 
but are motivated by their own selflessness and 
desire to help their town. 

As of the Dec. 10 meeting Britton had inter-
viewed around 15 applicants and had about 10 
this week. Britton said they’ve all been “won-
derful, trustworthy candidates” and although 
many don’t have extensive experience, they are 
willing to learn and help. 

Britton beamed at these numbers, saying that 
should all go according to plan, he will have 
the necessary pool of substitutes to maintain in-
person learning. 

Delaying the reopening for now, Britton said, 
will allow time for interviews and for the oft-
lengthy background check process, which must 
go through state and federal agencies, including 
the F.B.I. Britton guessed hiring the subs will 
take between two and four weeks. 

Issues with Fall Sports Guidelines
In late October, Britton decided to only allow 

parents of seniors to attend fall athletic events, 
like soccer games. Portland will have no winter 
sports whatsoever. Authority to decide whether 
to hold sports was granted to all state superin-
tendents through an executive order from Gov. 
Lamont. 

On Nov. 6, a group of six parents of high 
school junior girls attended their daughters’ 
game, ignoring and violating Britton’s policy. 
The parents, who were made aware of the pol-
icy prior, were asked to leave or risk forfeiture 
of the match. 

They refused, and so Portland police were 
called to remove them, a decision Britton in an 
email to the Rivereast said he supports, as it was 
made to safeguard public health and safety. He 
stressed that calling the police is never a deci-
sion made lightly, and that it is a result of of-
ficials having reason to believe that ignoring 
expectations presents “a danger to themselves 
and others.”

“When administrators make decisions, espe-
cially decisions designed to promote safety, we 
have an obligation to ensure that those decisions 
are implemented,” said Britton in an email. 

Britton said there are some things we would 
have done differently were he allowed to go 
back in time to August, but added that there is 
no handbook to meeting a district’s needs dur-
ing the worst public health crisis in a century, 
which has killed more than 300,000 Americans. 

One of the defiant parents from that Nov. 6 
incident, John Prince, spoke with the Rivereast 
last week about the incident. He said Portland 
Police asked them to move to a different field so 
that they would not be forcibly removed. 

Prince said the decision to allow only parents 
of seniors to attend games was made “without 
thinking things through.” He said the choice 
was made with just one game left to the season. 

The rule also disproportionately affected 
parents of non-senior young women, Prince 
said, explaining that three parents (not includ-
ing Prince’s group) of young women attended, 
while for the boys’ team, about 22 parents at-
tended. 

Prince added that players have played away 
games in other red-alert towns.

Prince and the group of parents reached out 
in an attempt to compromise with district offi-
cials, volunteering their efforts and resources to 
lay social distance markers and to sanitize gath-
ering areas, as well as provide spectators with 
cleaning supplies. 

“We thought this was an acceptable solu-
tion,” said Prince. “We did not get an answer 
on that. There was zero logic [in the decision].” 

Although no specific games have been identi-
fied as super-spreaders, Russell Melmed, direc-

tor of the Chatham Health District, said tracers 
have traced back to soccer games a “not insig-
nificant” number of COVID-19 cases. 

“Soccer was an issue in our district,” said 
Melmed. 

Melmed said many soccer players were in-
fected at home or socially. After becoming sick, 
they’d then expose their teammates and other 
teams. 

The complication, Melmed explained, was 
that tracers couldn’t determine if transmission 
occurred during gameplay or during the post 
and pre-game interactions of players. 

“We found teammates do a lot of things 
together,” said Melmed. “Many players are 
friends, best friends in some cases, who get to-
gether for a lot of social engagements.”

Melmed noted that soccer is a relatively pan-
demic-friendly sport, as players are in constant 
motion and rarely near one another for more 
than a few seconds, unlike in contact sports like 
football. 

Melmed also said that zero cases were traced 
back to spectators. 

“It’s pretty clear the main interaction is be-
tween players, putting them at much higher 
risk,” said Melmed. 

Melmed said that, overall, sports-based trans-
mission was limited. However, he said the rea-
soning behind limiting and foregoing sports was 
to help keep schools open as much as possible. 

“The state discouraged sports and large 
crowds at games to help keep kids in school,” 
said Melmed. “If you have to quarantine a 
whole team or league, you’ll have dozens of 
kids out of school. We’re doing all we can to 
help maintain in-person learning, and sports run 
afoul of that.”
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!
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Find us on

RiveR valley PRoPane
RiveR valley oil SeRvice
www.rivervalleyos.com

• Automatic Heating Oil Delivery
• Automatic Propane Delivery
• Heating Systems & Hot Water Equipment Installation & Service
• Air Conditioning System Installation & Service
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Call us at 860-342-5670
for all your fuel and service needs.

310 South Main St., Middletown
CT License S1-387499
HOD #709 HOD #1143

Honest service 

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com

Dog Tales

R
E

12
-4

-2
0

R
E

11
-6

-2
0

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is currently closed to the public until further no-
tice. Staff is still working, however. For more 
information call 860-342-6760 or email Mary 
Pont at mpont@portlandct.org or Carol Revicki 
at crevicki@portlandct.org. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 
8-11 a.m. 

Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger: 
While lessons at the center are currently on 
hold, seniors may take online lessons with 
Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natu-
ral Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email 
bivenne@yahoo.com.

 Virtual U with AARP CT: Goths, Gar-
goyles & God -- The Building Of The Mag-
nificent Medieval Cathedrals Of Western 
Europe 1100-1500 AD: Tuesday, Jan. 12, 
noon. In this virtual, interactive discussion, 
Richard Benfield, retired professor of geogra-
phy from Central Connecticut State University, 

will share examples of medieval cathedrals in 
Wells, Salisbury and Gloucester in England, 
as well as Paris, Amiens, Rouen and Chartres. 
Learn the history of these structures. To regis-
ter, visit aarp.cvent.com/GothicJan12.

Coping in the Age of COVID: Don’t Navi-
gate Alone: Thursday, Jan. 14, 12:30 p.m. Erin 
Leavitt-Smith, assistant director of statewide 
services from the state Department of Men-
tal Health & Addiction Services (DMHAS), 
will walk people through the support systems 
in place for families and individuals when it 
comes to coping with the stress brought on by 
living in the age of COVID. Learn about state 
resources and people around the state who offer 
support where you live. To register, visit aarp.
cvent.com/DMHASJan14.

T’ai Chi with Tom Cushing: Registration is 
now being taken for a new eight-week session 
held via Zoom. The new session will be Thurs-
days starting Jan. 7 from 10-10:30 a.m. Cost is 
$40, payable to Portland Senior Center. First Congregational Church News 

First Congregational Church of Portland is 
a member of the United Church of Christ de-
nomination, and is an Open and Affirming con-
gregation. It is located at 554 Main St.

Weekly worship services are filmed from the 
church sanctuary and available on the church’s 
YouTube channel (First Church of Portland, 
CT). Each Sunday during Advent, a church 
family will be filmed in their own home with 
their family’s Advent wreath. 

Sunday, Dec. 20, is the fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent. The Ettlinger family will light the candle 
of love on the Advent wreath, Kasha Breau will 
provide music, and the Rev. Jane Hawken will 
give the sermon.

On Tuesday, Dec. 22, and Wednesday, Dec. 
23, from 5-6 p.m., there will be “Luminaries in 
the Garden.” All are invited to the backyard of 
the church to sit and enjoy the sounds of Christ-
mas music amidst luminaries near the Memo-
rial Garden and the gazebo. Music will fill the 
air and luminaries will light the way.

On Thursday, Dec. 24, the church’s virtual 

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols 
will be available on YouTube. The Otero fam-
ily will light the Christ candle on the Advent 
wreath and Ann Labby will give a children’s 
message. The music will be offered by Kasha 
Breau and choir members, and the deacons will 
be reading the Christmas story. Hawken will 
give a homily. 

On Sunday, Dec. 27, the First Sunday after 
Christmas, the virtual service will be A Cele-
bration of Christmas offered by our denomina-
tion, the United Church of Christ. 

On the first Sunday of January 2021, the con-
gregation will ring in the 300th anniversary year 
with a celebratory worship service featuring a 
special hymn, “Ring Your Bells,” with words 
written by Anniversary Committee Chairperson 
Nancy Johnson. Johnson will also deliver the 
message for this service. 

The service will focus on bells and their role 
in world history, as well as in calling people to 
church. The church’s history includes Susan-
nah Bevin as one of its founding members – a 
member of the famous Bevin Bells family. This 
service of celebration will also feature a bell 
to ring, and each family of the church has re-
ceived a commemorative bell to ring during the 
worship service, and to have as a keepsake of 
this milestone in the church’s history. The bells 
were made a gift in memory of former church 
members Melvin and Betty Strickland, through 
a gift from their family. 

Anyone wishing to be added to the mailing 
lists (both electronic and postal service) of this 
congregation is invited to send an email to first.
church.pct@sbcglobal.net, or leave a message 
by calling 860-342-3244. For more informa-
tion, look for the church on Facebook at The 
First Congregational Church of Portland, or 
visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org.

Christmas, New Year’s 
Mass Schedule

The Rev. John Antonelle, pastor of St. 
Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone Ave., 
has announced the following Mass schedule 
for Christmas and New Year’s: 

Vigil Mass at 4, 7 and 10 p.m. Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24. Mass will be at 8 and 10:30 
a.m. on Christmas Day, Dec. 25. 

On New Year’s Eve, Mass will be at 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m., and New Year’s Day Mass 
will be at 9 a.m.

Due to COVID-19 regulations, reserva-
tions will be required in order to adhere to 
the reduced capacity number. Social dis-
tancing and mask requirements will also be 
followed. 

For more information or to make a res-
ervation, call the church office at 860-342-
2328.

Online Holiday Sales Continue for Historical Society
Although the Portland Historical Society’s 

Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland 
History will not be open this month, the soci-
ety’s 2020 Festival of Wreaths continues and 
the Callander House Cupboard is open online. 

If you missed the town anniversary four years 
ago, copies of the town’s 175th Anniversary 
Commemorative Book are still available. Other 
products available are decorative tiles featuring 
the 175th Anniversary logo, a glass suncatcher 
portraying a “brownstoner” schooner honor-
ing our shipbuilding past made by Pairpoint 
Glass of Sagamore, Mass., and the “What’s in 
a Name?” bell produced by East Hampton’s 
Bevin Brothers Manufacturing, makers of bells 

since 1832 – back when Portland was still part 
of Chatham along with East Hampton and Mid-
dle Haddam. The bell highlights the name pro-
gression until Portland’s incorporation in 1841. 

Also available: an Anniversary Pie Basket 
($40), copies of Images of Portland, cream lin-
en tea towels printed in cranberry with scenes 
from around Portland, and even notepads with 
Portland scenes.

To do your online shopping from the Cal-
lander House Cupboard or to purchase a holi-
day wreath or decoration, go to www.Portlan-
dhistsoc.org and click on the link, or visit the 
link directly, at  portland-historical-society-inc.
square.site.

Holiday Book Store
The Friends of Portland Library’s Holiday 

Book Store is open for all of December in the 
Second-Hand Prose Book sale area at the li-
brary, 20 Freestone Ave., during regular library 
hours. 

The sale features a variety of used books, as 
well as puzzles, audio books, holiday books, 
cookbooks, coffee table books, CDs and DVDs. 
All proceeds benefit programs funded by the 
Friends, including the library’s DVD collec-
tion, the Museum Pass program, and other chil-
dren’s, family and adult programs held through-
out the year.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org or 
email friendsoftheportlandlibray@gmail.com 
for more information.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church continues to offer 

online worship services that are available for 
viewing Sundays after 9 a.m. on YouTube. 
Search “Zion Lutheran Church Portland CT.” 
Worship bulletins are available on the church 
website at zionlutheranportland.com. 

Zion’s Sunday School children and several 
“older” members of the church have been pre-
paring a virtual Christmas pageant. This annu-
al tradition has been bumped out of the church 
building due to the pandemic, but the church 
said this year’s production will retain all the 
joy and enthusiasm of the “regular” telling of 
the Christmas story. Members of the church 
have also been working on a short video of 
congregational holiday wishes. Both videos 
will be available for viewing on YouTube Sun-
day, Dec. 20. 

The Christmas Eve service will be available 
online after 4 p.m. Dec. 24. 

In addition, Holy Communion will be of-
fered as an in-person drive-thru event be-
tween 5 p.m. and 6 pm. on Dec. 24, weather 
permitting. Participants will remain in their 
cars. There will be several stations along the 
driveway where prepackaged bread and wine 
will be distributed in a plastic bag through the 
car window. This will be followed by a short 
communion liturgy. Lastly, Pastor Sara Stall-
Ryan will offer a special prayer of blessing 
and protection. 

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. The community is invited to participate 
in the Christmas Eve Communion event, as well 
as view the Christmas Eve service, the Christ-
mas pageant, and the weekly Sunday worship 
services on YouTube. For more information or 
if in need of pastoral assistance, contact the 
church at 860-342-2860 or zion.lutheran@snet.
net, or visit zionlutheranportland.com.
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66, Hebron, CT
HouRS: Sun. 7am-8pm; Mon. 6am-2pm;

Tues. & Wed. 6am-8pm; Thurs. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm 860-228-9375
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 12/31/20. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine

Catering • Salad Bar 
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.comRestaurant & Catering Service

$995Large 1 Item
PIzza

Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus 

Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!
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Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.

Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

Choose from oNe of The 
followiNg diNNers:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna

Chicken Piccata
Chicken Marsala

$3000 Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots

Campagna

RE6-26-20

Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine
Now Open for Inside Dining!

1/2 capacity to ensure safety

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Take-OuT alsO available

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
open wednesday – sunday for lunch and dinner

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

NEW HOURS:  Wednesday - Sunday, lunch & dinner
WE DELIVER:  Wednesday - Sunday, 4-7pm
NEW YEAR'S EVE: Reserve 3:30 • 5:30 • 7:30 seatings.
New Year's Eve menu online will also be available to go!
NEW YEAR'S DAY: Open 11am-4pm Dinner menu.

GIFT CERTIFICATES MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

CHANGING TIMES
It's hard to keep up with all the changes these days, 

but one thing that hasn't changed is our commitment 
to providing you with a safe, satisfying bit of normalcy.

Here are a few changes you should know:
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New Hours: Sun-Tues 7am-2pm •Wed-Sat 7am-7pm

Happiness Is Great Food 
& Great Company

See Our Facebook Page For Weekly Specials!

13 North Main street
east Hampton, CT 06424

Italian American Comfort Cuisine

Inside Dining!
For Take out, Call 
860-467-6334

10% OFF

Now
opeN

Be 
Safe

BreakfaSt  luNch  DiNNer
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with this ad • expires 1/1/21

Now Back Open for Dinners Wed–Sat 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Check out our Family Style meals options!

your entire 
order

WI-FI

The Dublin

visit us at www.the-dublin.com for daily specials & upcoming events

beef & Seafood company

Gift Cards 
Available
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Open 7 days a week noon to 1am

42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton
860.365.5238

East Hampton, Connecticut

RAted top 10 RestAuRAnts!

6 people limit per table • reservations only

ENTERTAINMENT

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-342-
6757. For more information, call 860-342-6757 
or email nfoley@portlandct.org or adionne@
portlandct.org.

Memo: Remember to socially distance, wear 
masks, and bring your own hand sanitizer while 
visiting town parks or facilities. Playgrounds 
and outdoor fitness equipment are open for use, 
but they are not sanitized. Refer to the signs at 
all of the parks and playgrounds for more in-
formation. 

Portland Trail of Lights: Fridays and Satur-
days, 6-8 p.m., Dec. 18, 19, 25, 26, Jan. 1 and 
Jan. 2. Take a family drive through Portland to 
experience the holiday lights and lawn displays 
designed by members of the community. View-
ers must remain in their vehicles. Take photos 
of your favorite decorations, and then tag homes 
by address/name of display and local business-
es by name on Facebook @PortlandCTPark-
sandRec or @PortlandMarketPlace. Maps of 
the Trail of Lights are on the Parks and Rec. 
website. Scan the QR code to vote for the best 
holiday display by midnight on Jan. 2. Awards 
will be given to first-, second- and third-place 
displays.

Adult Programs: Tai Chi with Ken Za-
borowski: Virtual Tai Chi: A new Wednesday 
class meets Dec. 30-Feb. 3, 9:30-10:15 a.m., via 
Zoom. Fee is $7/class or $30 for the six-week 
session. A new Saturday class will be held via 
Zoom Dec. 19-Feb. 6, from 10-10:45 a.m. each 
week. Fee: $7/class or $40 for the eight-week 
session.

Personal Euphoria Exercise Classes: Vir-
tual classes held via Zoom start in January. 
Schedule is: Full Body Refresh: Mondays, Jan. 
11-March 22, 8-8:45 a.m., fee is $70 for a nine-
week session; Barre: Mondays, Jan. 11-March 
22, 5:45-6:30 p.m., fee is $70 for a nine-week 
session; Pilates: Tuesdays, Jan. 12-March 23, 
6-6:45 p.m., fee is $80 for an 11-week ses-
sion; High Interval Training: Wednesdays, Jan. 
13-March 24, 7:45-8:30 a.m., fee is $80 for an 
11-week session; Tighten & Tone: Wednesdays, 
Jan. 13-March 24, 5:45-6:30 p.m., fee is $70 for 
an 11-week session; Core Strength: Thursdays, 
Jan. 14-March 25, 6-6:45 p.m., fee is $80 for an 
11-week session.

Family Virtual American Sign Language 
Beginner Class: In this six-week course, learn 
the ASL alphabet and corresponding words in-
cluding basic words and phrases such as col-
ors, numbers, family members and more. Meets 
Tuesdays, Jan. 12-Feb. 16, 6-6:45 p.m., via 
Zoom. Fee: $70/Portland residents, $80/non-
residents.

Youth Programs: Virtual Home Alone 
Safety Class: Monday, Dec. 21, 4:30-6:30 
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 8-13. Class size is lim-
ited to 15 to allow for optimal opportunities for 
participation. Fee: $50 for Portland residents, 
$55 for non-residents. There is a six-participant 
minimum.

Do-It-At-Home Doodlekits with Abraka-
doodle: If a member of your household is in-
terested in virtual art classes but is unable to 
commit to a weekly class, there are new Doo-
dleKits. There are two separate DoodleKits for 
two separate age groups – Mini Doodlers for 
ages 3-5, and Doodlers for ages 6-12. Each kit 
comes with all the necessary supplies and in-
structions needed for five winter-themed crafts. 
Participants have the option of doing their crafts 
with Abrakadoolde over Zoom on Wednesdays 
at 5:15 p.m., but this is not required. Fee: $55 
for one DoodleKit (five crafts) or $100 for 
two DoodleKits (10 crafts). Order by Dec. 20 

to make sure your DoodleKit arrives before 
Christmas.

Chess Wizards - Winter 2021 Online Chess 
Wizards Club: Mondays, Jan. 11-March 1, 4-5 
p.m., via Zoom, for grades K-6. Participate 
in chess games, lessons, tournaments, team 
matches, trivia and more. Novices and seasoned 
veterans welcome. Fee: $80/Portland residents, 
$85/non-residents.

Online Art Enrichment with Abrakadoo-
dle: Wednesdays, Jan. 13-Feb. 17, via Zoom. 
Musical Masterpieces, for ages 3-5, meets 10-
11 a.m., and Do Re Mi Music & Art, for ages 
6-12, meets 4:15-5 p.m. Fee is $70, and in-
cludes all art supplies.

Virtual Happy Hoopin’ With Bringth-
ehoopla: Thursdays, Jan. 14-Feb. 18, 4:15-5:15 
p.m., via Zoom for ages 5-12. All participants 
receive a custom-designed and handmade 
Hoopla hoop. All hoops are weighted and sized 
by age and level. Fee: $85/residents, $95/non-
residents.

Virtual Skyhawks Sports: The next wave 
of programs begins the first week of February; 
registration is underway. There will be Cheer-
leading (ages 6-9), Soccer Skills (ages 6-9), 
PhysEd Fun (ages 6-9), SoccerTots (ages 3-5) 
and HoopsterTots (ages 3-5). 

Hot Cocoa Gift Jars
Parks & Recreation and the Waverly Se-

nior Center have made holiday hot cocoa 
gift jars for all the families at Chatham 
Court. The jars will be distributed at the 
Community Room at Chatham Court Tues-
day, Dec. 22, from 2:30-3:30 p.m., for resi-
dents to pick up.

All residents stopping by must wear a 
mask and maintain social distance. Pictures 
may be taken. 

Festive holiday hats or sweaters are en-
couraged.

Last Call for
Portland Ornaments

Boy Scout Troop 2 of Portland announced 
pewter ornaments will no longer be sold after 
Dec. 24. Ornaments are $10 each. 

Call Peggy at 860-342-1095 to either pur-
chase or pick up a picture list of the available 
ornaments.

Carpino Re-Upped as Caucus Chair 
House Republican Leader-elect Vincent 

Candelora has announced that state Rep. 
Christie Carpino (R-32) will continue to serve 
as Republican caucus chair through the 2021-
2023 legislative term.

He also appointed her to the Government 
Administration and Elections Committee and 
reappointed her to the Public Health and Reg-
ulations Review Committees.

“Rep. Carpino is a consummate profes-
sional and a steadying influence within our 
caucus,” Candelora. “Her leadership will be 
invaluable to her colleagues as we confront 
new rules and procedures while navigating 
what is certain to be a challenging legislative 
session.” 

As caucus chair, Carpino will work closely 
with Candelora as a member of senior leader-
ship. She will also serve as a mentor to more 

junior legislators, especially incoming fresh-
men.

“It is an honor to be selected to continue 
the important role of caucus chair,” Carpino 
said. “I look forward to working with leader-
ship and our caucus members to bring ideas 
and solutions to our districts and advocate for 
the best interests of Connecticut.” 

She added, “The public health of our com-
munity and the integrity of our elections are 
issues that will remain in the forefront. My 
committee assignments match the interests of 
the 32nd District – public health and govern-
ment administration and elections.” 

Carpino was first elected to the legislature 
in 2010 and was recently re-elected to her 
sixth term. The 32nd Assembly District cov-
ers Portland and Cromwell.

More Portland News on page 26

Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm

Gluten Free Menu Available
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restaurant

Wishing all of our friends, family and 
customers a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year — thank you

for your continued support!

We offer curbside delivery,
take-out and indoor dining

for your dining needs!
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K I T C H E N S  &  R E M O D E L I N G

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lice. #HIC.0624389

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Come See our New Showroom!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

175 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT 

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$45/month 

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$118/month

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$81/month
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Other sizes available.
Security gate. Easy access.

Call 860-267-1234
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Hebron 2021 Revaluation

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter
The Church of the Holy Family is collect-

ing items for the Windham Region No Freeze 
Hospitality Center, which provides year-round 
assistance to homeless adults.

The center is open for daytime services and 
overnight stays with limited space for 15 guests 
due to COVID-19. Additional “warming space” 
with 15 cots is located in a building nearby, with 
a shorter timeframe for overnight shelter only.

The shelter’s greatest need at this time is 
$10-$25 gift cards to Walmart and Stop & 
Shop to assist people who are at risk of be-
coming homeless or experiencing other cri-
ses. Call the number below to arrange pickup 
of the gift cards.  Other great needs are: men’s 
(L,XL,XXL) and women’s (M,L)  insulated 
winter gloves; paper towels, men’s and wom-
en’s deodorant, disposable razors, disinfectant 
wipes; men’s (L,XL,XXL,3XL) and wom-
en’s (M,L,XL) new or used (in good condi-

tion) sweatpants and sweatshirts; men’s boxer 
shorts (M,L,XL,XXL,3XL); women’s briefs 
(sizes 6-9); and men’s white crew neck T-shirts 
(L,XL,XXL,3XL); men’s and women’s white 
crew and low-rise socks and winter-weight 
wool-blend socks; non-latex gloves (large and 
extra-large sizes only; latex also accepted if 
non-latex unavailable); toilet paper; hand soap 
(pump bottles and refills); and earplugs and ear-
buds.

Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the church 
garage next to the Parish House; use the side 
door entrance. The church is located at 185 
Church St. (Route 85) in Hebron. 

For more information, or when dropping off 
donations in the church garage, call Monica or 
John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

Lions Hold Holiday Lights Drive-Thru 
Last Saturday, Dec. 12, Jeeps, trucks, mili-

tary vehicles, big rigs and tractors arrived at the 
Hebron Lions Fairgrounds to display holiday 
lights for a drive-thru event like no other. 

With COVID-19 impacting so many, the He-
bron Lions teamed up with the Nutmeg Jeep-
ers and the CT Jeep Beach Cruises groups and 
brought the public “Deck the Jeep and Trucks.” 
People came from all over the state to deck their 
vehicle to help raise funds to purchase gifts for 
the children spending the holidays at the Con-
necticut Children’s Medical Center. Those that 
displayed their vehicles registered to compete 
for prizes that were donated by the event spon-
sors. 

However, the fundraising didn’t stop at the 
contest level. Gates opened up at 4 p.m. to the 
public to view all the creative vehicle light dis-
plays. The spectators were greeted at the gates, 
advised to turn off their headlights if they could, 
and tuned in to 93.5 FM, as the Hebron Lions 
transmitted Christmas music right to all the ve-
hicles as they drove through a holiday light dis-

play of all things four wheels and more. 
The event raised $5,400, which will go to-

wards the purchase of gifts for the children at 
CCMC off their Snowflake Shop Wish List. 

The Hebron Lions, Nutmeg Jeepers, and CT 
Jeep Beach Cruises groups offered their thanks 
to all participants, spectators and sponsors 
O’Reilly Auto Parts of Bristol, EZTRUNK, At-
tention to Detail, The Tavern on 66, DCS Light-
ing, The Black Walnut Bread Company, Tom’s 
Firearms, and Brandmeyer’s Mountainside 
Lodge in Vermont. The Lions also thanked Pic-
ture Perfect Landscape of Hebron for decorat-
ing and lighting up the Hebron Lions Den, and 
gave a special thanks to SIMONIZ in Bolton, 
which donated prizes to this event, as well as 
$1,000 toward the purchase of gifts for the chil-
dren. 

The Hebron Lions Club is a nonprofit service 
organization. For more information on upcom-
ing volunteer opportunities please contact the 
Hebron Lions at volunteers@hebronharvestfair.
org. 

Church of Hope News & Notes
Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 

worship Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Church of Hope 
is a biblically-driven Christ-centered church.

Worship is done in person and via a livestream 
on the church website. To see the guidelines, 
and get more information, on in-person wor-
ship during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit 
www.hebronchurchofhope.org. 

The church office is closed until further no-
tice. Pastor Jordan Brown is available to meet 
by appointment. Use the church website to set 

up a time.
The Red Barn is closed and not accepting do-

nations at this time.
In-person Candlelight Christmas Eve servic-

es will be at 4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Dec. 24. Each 
service is capped at 100 people. Register on the 
church website. 

For more information about Hebron Church 
of Hope, visit the website or look for the church 
on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 

Hebron is scheduled for a town-wide re-
valuation for the Oct. 1, 2021, Grand List and 
has contracted with eQuality Valuation Ser-
vices from Waterbury to assist in the process.

This revaluation is an update and will not 
require all properties to have a full inspec-
tion. Data mailers will be sent to all improved 
properties which will list details such as style 
of house, room count and special features. 

The participation of owners is critical in 

this phase of the process, and the town asks 
people to review the data, make any changes 
that may need to be addressed, and return the 
forms. The goal is to ensure that the data is 
correct so accurate values can be applied to 
all properties. 

For more information regarding the data 
mailers, or the process of the revaluation, 
contact the assessor’s office during Town Hall 
hours at 860-228-5971 ext. 147.

 Last Saturday, Dec. 12, brought Jeeps, trucks, military vehicles, big rigs and trac-
tors to the Hebron Lions Fairgrounds – all decked out with holiday lights.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020/YTD**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020/YTD**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Member:
American Academy

of Cosmetic Dentistry;
ADA, ACOI, CSDA, HDS;
DDS – Georgetown UDS

Member:
Fellow Academy of 
General Dentistry;

ADA, CSDA, HDS, ITI,
DDS – Georgetown UDS

Steven M. Balloch, DDS
C
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0Top DenTisT*

2008 • 2009 • 2010 • 2011 • 2012 • 2013
2014 • 2015 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018 • 2019

*Hartford Magazine • Connecticut Magazine

860-659-8660

Dr. Jeffrey Glavin

Dr. Steven Balloch
Personalized Dental Care for Beautiful Smiles

Award Winning 

Cosmetic Dentistry

300 Hebron Avenue • Suite 112
GlAStonbury

u a
r

Visit our amazing
Smile Gallery at

www.hartfordcosmeticdentist.com
See the Results you could have!

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Holiday Sale
20% oFF Gift Cards!

Open 
24/7
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Come get your gift cards now!

Stop in Monday through Wednesday 9am to 2pm

A gift 
for you!

Green Garden Gang
 The Green Garden Gang, a grassroots initia-

tive in Hebron, planted the first shrubs and trees 
in the Pollinator Pathway Garden at the Kinney 
Road entrance to the Raymond Brook Preserve 
and Trails.

This project has been a year in the making by 
collaborating with Rich Calarco of the Hebron 
Park and Recreation Department, who enthu-
siastically allocated this parcel for the purpose 
of establishing a safe and nutritious habitat for 
essential pollinators like bees, butterflies, birds 
and other wildlife. The installation of a walk-
ing path through the garden is a feature that will 
heighten the experience of being up close to the 
sights and sounds of this living garden.

Pollinators fertilize plants in not just yards 

and parks but also farms and orchards. Because 
pollinators are in steep decline due to habitat 
loss, pesticide use, chemical applications to 
lawns, disease, and climate change, it becomes 
the responsibility of every household, business, 
municipality to establish pollinator-friendly 
habitat, the Green Garden Gang said. The mem-
bers said they are taking steps to create an in-
terconnected community landscape of natural 
planting sites that will offset the decline.

If interested in learning more about the local 
project, or to volunteer, contact Michele Sinkez 
at blissmeadow@comcast.net or visit www.
pollinator-pathway.org for a comprehensive in-
troduction to the Pollinator Pathway across the 
Northeast.

  The Green Garden Gang recently planted the first shrubs and trees in the Pollina-
tor Pathway Garden at the Kinney Road entrance to the Raymond Brook Preserve 
and Trails.

Public Works Winter Planning
The Hebron Public Works Department said 

it is planning for a “disruptive” winter season 
this year. 

With COVID-19 on the rise, the depart-
ment is preparing for winter operations with 
a reduced staffing level. Early this season, the 
department has already experienced the need 
for quarantining personnel, and the department 
said it is concerned that if quarantining is need-
ed again during a storm response situation, the 
public could experience a reduction in service. 
To help alleviate this potential problem, the de-
partment is looking to other sources to assist 
in winter operations. Additional drivers have 
been contacted and placed in an on-call status if 
needed. Additionally, one of the fire department 

staff has volunteered to assist in off-hours from 
his present employment. 

Along with other preparedness measures, 
such as checking temperatures before shifts, 
wearing masks and disinfecting trucks daily, 
plans are being made for resting areas and al-
ternative methods for feeding the drivers during 
storms.

Public Works assured residents roads will 
still be cleared and made safe for travel, but 
said the process may take a little longer than it 
normally does. In a planning meeting with state 
officials and other municipal leaders, all depart-
ments are planning for similar conditions with 
like responses, the department said.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open 

and Affirming Congregation located at Gilead 
Street and Meeting House Road, has announced 
the following. For more information, visit gil-
eadchurchucc.org, email the church office at 
gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call Pastor Denise 
Esslinger at the church office at 860-228-3077.

Advent and Christmas Services: Dec. 20, 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, worship, with Christ-
mas Pageant, at 10 a.m. via livestream; Dec. 21, 
Blue Christmas Service of Healing and Hope, 
worship with communion at 7 p.m. on Zoom; 
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, outdoor worship at 
4:30 p.m. and candlelight worship at 7 p.m. via 
livestream; Dec. 27, first Sunday after Christ-
mas, A Service of Lessons and Carols, worship 
at 10 a.m. via livestream.

The church has implemented a new 
livestreaming system, and people can now 
watch on either YouTube or Facebook. For 
YouTube, go to www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC. 
Click on ‘subscribe’ to be notified of future 
livestreams or new videos. For Facebook, go 
to tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC. Recordings 
of services will be available on either platform 
after the service.

Upcoming Events: Christmas Eve Servic-
es: This year, the church will have two Christ-
mas Eve services. The first will be in-person 
and outside at 4:30 p.m. in the Garden of Re-
membrance. It will be a service of Carols and 
Candles and will be about 30 minutes. If weath-
er is inclement, the service will be canceled. If 
you plan on attending, sign up at signup.com/
go/UdyfyPZ. Enter the Garden of Remem-
brance via the arbor, where a deacon will wel-
come you and check you in. Your name will be 
added to the list if you didn’t sign up ahead of 
time. Those attending are asked to read the pro-
tocols established by the church deacons. which 
can be found on the church webpage. In case 
of inclement weather, an email will be sent out 
via the church’s weekly e-newsletter distribu-
tion list and also posted on the church Facebook 
page at least one hour prior to the service time. 

There will also be a 7 p.m. Christmas 
Eve service with communion, which will be 
livestreamed only, from the sanctuary. Those 
viewing this service are asked to prepare some 
bread – a slice or a small loaf of any kind – 
and also prepare a cup of juice, perhaps grape 
or cranberry. Bring it to the space you will be 
worshipping. The service can be viewed live 

on either YouTube or Facebook. For YouTube, 
go to www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC. Click on 
‘subscribe’ to be notified of future livestreams 
or new videos. For Facebook, go to tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. 

For more information, contact one of the dea-
cons (Amy Huhn, Jon Kimball, David Kline, 
Jim Ledbetter, Kate McClaine, Teresa Olio, 
Gary Sarra, Margot Sheehan and Doug Stew-
art), or contact Esslinger. 

Christmas Together in Spirit: All are in-
vited to help decorate the tree to the right of the 
Peace Pole by hanging a non-breakable orna-
ment, either brought from home or provided by 
the Fellowship Committee. Ornaments will be 
available in the marked bin near the lending li-
brary. Add your name and well-wishes with the 
Sharpie marker provided. 

Christmas Shopping Made Easy: Copies 
of the Gilead Church cookbook are available 
for Christmas, and are $10 each. Call Margaret 
Gibbs at 860-384-4327 to arrange for pick-up 
or delivery.

Bible Study on Zoom: Led by the Rev. 
Bob Woodward, the weekly study group meets 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. The group 
has completed exploring and discussing the 
book of Exodus, and is now discussing selected 
passages from Leviticus. The group will discuss 
the Christmas stories from Matthew and Luke 
on Dec. 23 and 30. All are invited; come when 
you can. For more information or assistance 
connecting with Zoom, contact the church of-
fice (gcc@gileadchurch.net or 860-228-3077). 

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (Route 85, a quarter-mile south of 
the intersection with Route 66), has announced 
the following:

Schedule for Services: Due to COVID-19, 
St. Peter’s has suspended in-person services. 
Its services, including its Christmas service, are 
recorded every Sunday and may be followed 
online at stpetershebron.com or on the church’s 
Facebook page. The service is also posted to 
the church’s YouTube channel, accessible at ti-
nyurl.com/ydy6s4dn.

Meetings and Events: Vestry meetings held 
in person the third Thursdays of the month at 7 
p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee: first 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Ev-
ery Wednesday at 10 a.m.

Outreach: Monthly Food Donations are 
collected for various local food pantries. Items 
may be placed in the brown bin outside the Par-
ish Hall. Prayer Shawl Ministry: This is a 
knitting group that provides shawls to parish-
ioners suffering bereavement or illness. Contact 
the church for more information.

For more information about services and 
other events at St. Peter’s, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or contact the church office at 860-228-
3244 or office@stpetershebron.com.

New Historical
Society Officers

 Hebron Historical Society has announced 
the results of its recent election. The officers 
are President Mary-Ellen Gonci, Vice Presi-
dent Jack Hooker, and Treasurer Bob Gonci.

They will be assisted by Past President 
Anne Piggott and Town Historian Mary Ann 
Foote, as well as directors Geoff Kirkham, 
Frank Kunz, Mary Melfi, Adam Phelps, Paul 
Pomprowicz and Susan Porter.

This slate brings with it a long history 
of residence and knowledge of the town’s 
growth, its people and events, the historical 
society said.
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Contact me if you are 
interested in Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate

Interest Rates are at Historic Lows!
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If you are thinking of selling, now is 
a great time as inventory is very low.

https://www.zillow.com/profile/toddhatfield/
for Zillow reviews and testimonials

Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $19
Juniors & Seniors $16

Hebron’S only barber SHop

860-888-2428

Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri 9:00am-5:30pm; Thurs noon-7pm;
sat 8:00am-noon; sun & Mon – Closed R

E
12

-1
8-

20

Keeping 
Hebron 

Handsome!

Happy Holidays &
A Happy & Healthy New Year

from all of us at Havana Fran’s
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Madeline B.
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33 East St., Hebron

860-228-1383

Pellets & Biobricks
Wood, Pellet & Gas Stoves
All Hearth Products & Acc.
Garage Doors & Openers

Our 29Th Year!!!

M-F 9-5
Sat. 10-4

Longtime Justice of Peace Hanging Up Robe 
By Sloan Brewster

Robert Warner, who 
said he has officiated 
about 400 weddings 
over the course of his 
nearly four-decade 
stint as a Justice of the 
Peace, is hanging up 
his robe.

After 38 years, War-
ner will be retiring 
from his position as a 
Republican justice of 
the peace (JP) on Jan. 
3, when his current 
term ends. 

Warner was first 
sworn in, in 1982. At the time, he was the tax 
collector for the town and then Town Clerk 
Mary Celio told him there was an opening for a 
JP. He thought it would be an interesting thing 
to do and went to a Republican Town Commit-
tee meeting and said he wanted to do it.

Shortly thereafter, he was sworn in for the 
first time.

Warner does not consider his work as a JP a 
career or source of income, he said. Rather, it’s 
been a hobby.

He said he does not seek out weddings but 
lets the happy couples find him – and never 
charges them. 

“I let the bride and groom give me whatever 
it’s worth to them,” he said. “The younger peo-
ple are more generous than the older people.”

Older couples on their second or third wed-
dings tend to worry more about the bills they 
have and dole out less to him for his efforts 
while the more youthful first timers are grateful 
for his help, he said.

“I’ve got a number of remembrances over the 
years,” he said.

In some years Warner said he has officiated 
25 weddings, but lately he’s been slowing down 
to three or four a year and, with COVID-19, 
2020 has been a very slow year.

Warner said he hasn’t performed any virtual 
weddings during the pandemic but recalled a 
wedding he did by telephone for a friend who 
had fallen in love with a woman in Australia, 
who was in very sick in her home country.

He did a three-way call to perform the nup-
tials, which, he said, were not legitimate and 
involved none of the legal paperwork.

“She was dying, so it was something that he 
wanted to do for her,” Warner said.

The last wedding Warner officiated was in 
Madison three months ago. With most folks 
wearing masks, the JP had one too, in case the 

bride and groom decided to don them. When the 
duo opted to go mask-free for the sake of their 
wedding photos, he performed the ceremony 
without a mask and was able to take in the fresh 
sea air by the Madison Hotel, he said. 

“I did the ceremony down by the sea,” he 
said.

The car ride back to Gilead was nearly as 
memorable as the lovely service. His car, which 
he had plans to bring to a mechanic the follow-
ing day, was on the verge of breaking down and 
he wasn’t sure he would make it.

“I’m like, ‘Oh get me back home please,’” he 
said. 

Warner said he had heard from three other 
couples desiring to marry this year, “but they 
chickened out, basically.”

Having been staying home himself for 
months, he said he understands their concern 
and that most 2020 weddings have been can-
celled or postponed, including in his own fam-
ily.

But a nephew who had planned to get mar-
ried this year and decided to hold off until next 
year changed his mind again. 

“That sneak went off and got married,” War-
ner said.

The bride’s mother insisted she had to be 
married in the church, so the couple had a small 
private ceremony in a church in Glastonbury.

“They’re still going to have a nice bash next 
year,” Warner said, adding that at least that’s the 
current plan. “That may or may not happen.”

Warner said he has seen it before when a cou-
ple holds a quiet ceremony with plans for a big 
wedding and reception later. Sometimes bigger 
party falls together and sometimes not.

Warner said he believes the focus should be 
on the bride and groom and recalled one situa-
tion in which the couple was “having struggles 
with their clergyman.”

The pastor insisted they needed to take class-
es before they were wed. 

“They got to the point where [they said] we 
want to get married now,” Warner said. “The 
whole church was behind them.”

The couple decided to have Warner marry 
them in a nice ceremony at the Riverside Inn in 
South Windsor and the congregation proved it 
was on their side.

“[There’s] not too many weddings I’ve done 
that had the church choir behind me,” War-
ner said. “That just showed me that the pastor 
wasn’t working with the congregation.”

Warner said “he has the heart of a servant” 
and is willing to work with couples to give them 
the ceremony they desire as it’s their day.

“I don’t marry the couple; the Lord marries 
the couple. I just officiate” he said. “For me, if a 
couple wants to get married, they should be able 
to get married, not to be subject to church rules 
or things like that.”

He said he believes brides and grooms should 
not stall their plans.

He shared a sad recollection of his niece 
planning her wedding when her husband-to-be 
died unexpectedly at the age of 31. 

“Months went by and they could’ve been a 
married couple for at least some of it,” he said. 
“I went to the funeral service and there she was, 
following the casket, when a week later she was 
supposed to get married. Seize the moment.”

Warner said he has officiated elaborate costly 
weddings with ice sculptures and has also done 
small re-creations on big anniversaries.

“I’ve seen couples spend $30,000,” he said.
He remembered a wedding re-creation on a 

25th anniversary in Willimantic a few years ago 
and said the groom had no idea what was com-
ing.

Warner was standing in the middle of the 
room there with man who was saying his wife 
had been acting weird when, to his great sur-
prise, she came out in her wedding gown. 

“That’s joyous,” Warner said. “It’s nice to 
have a dedication ceremony.” 

Some soon to be married folk say they want 
to write their vows, Warner said. Unfortunately, 
they don’t all get to it and on the big day they 
have trust that he will say all the right things.

About 20 years ago, Warner officiated the 
wedding of Robert and Crystal Downey at 
Wickham Park in Manchester. 

They had been planning to get married for 
quite some time and wanted the wedding low-
key, said Robert Downey. 

“We’re not huge religious people, and Rob 
being a JP was perfect for it,” he said.

Warner has “had a lot of hats” and joked that 
he is still trying to figure out his career.

With a degree in accounting from Central 
Connecticut State University, he has worked as 
an accountant, tax collector and was the last first 
selectman in Hebron before the town switched 
to a town manager form of government in 1989.

He also worked as a photojournalist for the 
Rivereast from 1990 to 2001, covering the 
towns of Andover and East Hampton and cred-
its himself and a woman from the sales depart-
ment with encouraging publisher Jim Hallas, 
who at the time was editor of the Rivereast, to 
add Colchester to the list of towns covered by 
the paper.

“I was the first reporter to go in,” he said. “I 
covered Colchester for eight years.”

Warner said he is ready to retire, however.
“I’ve enjoyed my years as a JP,” he said.
Town Clerk Carla Pomprowicz sent Warner 

an email congratulating him on his many years 
of service.

“Best wishes on your next adventure for I am 
sure your spirit of public will continue in some 
form or another,” she wrote.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
The members of Christ Lutheran Church 

(LCMS) invite all to join them for Sunday wor-
ship. The church is located at 330 Church St. 
For more information, call 860-228-1152, visit 
www.CLCHebron.org or ‘like’ the church at 
facebook.com/CLCHebron for up-to-date news 
and announcements. 

Caring Shepherds: Through their Caring 
Shepherds ministry, volunteers at Christ Lu-
theran encourage members of the community to 
stop by their next curbside pickup event Satur-
day, Dec. 19, anytime between 9 and 11 a.m. 
Pre-packed supplies will be available, including 
food, toiletries, devotionals and more. For more 
information about this ministry, call 860-494-
0431.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m., an in-
person Divine Service is held. All are invited. 
For current safety protocols and the latest pan-
demic-announcements, visit www.clchebron.

org/open. Coffee hour and in-person Bible 
study, which ordinarily follow worship, are still 
on hiatus. Details about online streams of the 
service are listed at www.clchebron.org/online.

Saturday Worship: First Saturday of the 
month at 5 p.m. This is a service for higher-risk 
individuals. There are elevated levels of proto-
cols, masks are required, and there is no sing-
ing. Communion is served. 

Online Sunday Bible Study: At 7 p.m., 
church members are gathering virtually for 
Bible study taught by the pastor. Anyone can 
participate or listen in. Information is at www.
clchebron.org/online.

Sunday School: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., in 
person and also livestreamed at facebook.com/
CLCHebron.

Youth Group and Wednesday Evening In-
Person Bible Studies: Continue to be on hia-
tus.

Early Childhood Center: Open to people of 
all faiths. For more information or current offer-
ings call 860-228-5134.

Kindergarten
Registration for 2021-22 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible kin-

dergarten students for the 2021-22 school year.
Parents/guardians of children who will be five 

years of age on or before Dec. 31, 2021, and are 
planning to have their child attend public school 
in Hebron, are asked to contact the Gilead Hill 
School office at 860-228-9458 by Friday, Jan. 
15, to begin the registration process.

Registration packets will be mailed to par-
ents/guardians and are asked to be returned to 
Gilead Hill School during school hours (7:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.) prior to Friday, Jan. 22. Parents/
guardians are required to return their registra-
tion packet completed along with your child’s 
original birth certificate (which will be returned 
to you), a non-returnable photo and two proofs 
of residence (such as a utility bill). 

Pre-kindergarten students (Peer Model Pro-
gram or School Readiness) that attend Gilead 
Hill School at this time do not need to call for a 
registration packet.

Blue Christmas Service
On Monday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m., via 

Zoom, Gilead Congregational Church will 
offer a Blue Christmas service of comfort, 
healing and hope. 

The holidays can be difficult, the church 
said, and many people find they have trou-
ble feeling “in the spirit” of things, whether 
because of the recent (or anticipated) death 
of a family member or friend, the end of a 
marriage, the loss of work, or another dif-
ficult change. The Blue Christmas service 
provides a space and time for people to ac-
knowledge that struggle and concern, the 
church said. 

If you’d like to join in this service, call 
the church office at 860-228-3077 to re-
ceive the Zoom link.

Robert Warner

Holiday Closing
The town transfer station will be closed 

Thursday, Dec. 24, in observance of the 
Christmas holiday.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

RE10-2-20

Food Pantry News
Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) 

has announced several pieces of news regard-
ing its Food Pantry. The pantry is open to any 
individual or family experiencing food inse-
curity. Customers may shop once a week as 
needed. 

Hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; and Friday. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The last cus-
tomer is accepted 15 minutes prior to closing. 
The pantry is located at 20 Pendleton Drive.

December Holiday Closings: The pantry 
will be closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 and Jan. 1.

Mobile Foodshare: The mobile Foodshare 
produce truck will be at the Red Barn (junc-
tion of routes 85 and 66) Tuesday, Dec. 22, 
from 11:15-11:45 a.m. All are welcome. Stay 
in your car, wear your mask, and follow the 
instructions of the attendants. 

Holiday Gift Assistance Wait List: Holi-

day gift assistance is available for families 
in need. The needs of Hebron, Andover, and 
Marlborough will be addressed first and then 
HIHS will fill requests from other surround-
ing towns. There is currently a wait list.

Angel Tag Tree or Adopt a Family: To 
benefit children, teens or adults. Sign-up can 
be found at www.hihsct.org/sign-up-forms. If 
interested in adopting a whole family, email 
to HIHS@att.net with your contact informa-
tion and a representative reach out to you with 
program details. 

Most Wanted: HIHS said the pantry is cur-
rently in need of personal care/hygiene prod-
ucts, cleaning supplies, hearty soups and chili, 
rice and pasta sides, macaroni and cheese, 
coffee and tea. Donations can be dropped off 
during regular business hours. 

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, 22 Main St., has announced 

the following pieces of news. For more infor-
mation, call the library at 860-228-9312.

Lobby Pickups: While the building is 
closed, many of its services are still available 
for use. The library is operating lobby pickup of 
materials during normal business hours: Mon-
day and Wednesday, noon-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Friday, noon-
4 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Elec-
tronic resources like Overdrive, Kanapy and 
Hoopla are available 24 hours a day. Visit doug-
laslibrary.org or look for the library on Face-
book for updates.

Holiday Closings: The library will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 24, and Friday, Dec. 25, for the 
Christmas holiday. The library will reopen Sat-
urday, Dec. 26, at 10 a.m., for lobby pickups. 
The library will also close at 4 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, and remain closed Friday, Jan. 1. 
The library will reopen on Saturday, Jan. 2, for 
lobby pickups.

Connecticut and the Pandemic of 1918: 
Natalie Belanger of the Connecticut Historical 
Society and Douglas Library of Hebron pres-
ent “Connecticut and the Pandemic of 1918,” a 
virtual program via Zoom, on Friday, Jan. 15, 
at 1 p.m. In 1918-19, the world experienced a 
lethal outbreak of influenza that took the lives 
of millions. What was it like to live through 
that pandemic? In this program, Belanger will 
look at archival images, letters and newspapers 
to explore this topic, including sources left by 
Connecticut residents who experienced the flu 
first-hand. Registration is required with a valid 
email address. Register on the calendar page 
at douglaslibrary.org or call the library during 
business hours.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Jan. 18, for Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. The library will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 
19, at 10 a.m. 

Ditch the Diet: Tuesday, Jan. 19, 6-7 p.m., 
via Zoom. A registered dietitian from Food Ex-
plorers will show how to start the year off in a 
healthy way. You’ll also have the chance to cook 
along and make a lunch-prep recipe: sweet po-
tato fajita bowls with guacamole. You’ll need 
the following ingredients: 1-2 sweet potatoes, 1 
red onion, 1 pepper, olive oil, 1 avocado, 1 lime, 
salt, brown rice (or white rice, quinoa, carrot, 
etc) plus optional seasonings like: cumin, pa-

prika and chili powder. You will also have the 
chance to ask any diet or nutrition questions 
you may have. Registration is required with a 
valid email address. Space is limited. Must be 
18 years old or over. Register on the calendar 
page at douglaslibrary.org or call the library 
during business hours.

Suffragettes in Corselettes: The Grounded 
Goodwife will present “The Evolution of Un-
derwear & Our 19th Amendment” Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. The history 
of women’s underwear will be discussed. The 
1910s saw an end to the hourglass figure with a 
tiny waist, and women were able to breathe and 
move more freely. Explore if the demise of tight 
lacing helped women gain the right to vote in 
1920. Registration is required with a valid email 
address. Register anytime on the calendar page 
at douglaslibrary.org or call the main desk dur-
ing business hours.

Kill-A-Watt Meter: These devices allow 
residents to calculate the energy usage of appli-
ances in their homes and identify which may be 
causing spikes in their monthly bills. A library 
card is required to borrow a meter, accompa-
nied by an instructional guide, for one week.

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return any items to 
the outside book and DVD drops. These items 
are put in quarantine for 48 hours prior to check-
ing in, and will be backdated upon check-in. 

Placing a Hold and Renewals: Renewals 
and placing a hold on an item in the library cat-
alog can be logging into your account at doug-
laslibrary.org or the Acorn Catalog app on your 
mobile device, or by calling during business 
hours. Call the library for assistance in logging 
into your account or resetting your password. 

Adult & Teen Crafts: In the lobby, patrons 
will find the monthly Take & Make craft bag; a 
few of the Melted Crayon Ornaments remain. 
The next craft will be the Melting Snowman 
Tea Light, and you will need a black marker, 
orange marker and glue gun. 

Children’s Department: The library chil-
dren’s department is in full swing. Browse the 
online catalog to see all the new selections. 
Fiction and non-fiction titles are available for 
lobby pick-up. In our lobby, there are also Chil-
dren’s Activity kits. Due to demand, the library 
is adding single selections weekly. 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information, visit theworshipcenterct.org and 
click on the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860-
228-4442.

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., indoors. Ser-
vices are also broadcast on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut 
and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby64wph 
to access. 

Bible Study: Second Wednesday Overcom-
ers Bible Study will be held at 7 p.m. virtually 
until further notice. Call the church office for 
details on how to join. 

Praise and Prayer Night: Held at the fire pit 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. This 

night is dedicated to worship and praying for 
everyone in need in families, church and com-
munity.

Youth Group: For grades 6-12. Meets every 
other Sunday after the service; next meeting is 
Dec. 20. Email the office for meeting details: 
theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com. 

Couples Study: This group meets every 
first Saturday of the month; next date is Jan. 2. 
Current DVD session is entitled “Sacred Mar-
riage.” Book sets are available for purchase at 
the church office. Email theworshipcenter.he-
bron@gmail.com to reserve a copy.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Preschool Lottery 
Applications 

Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 
Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2021-22 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 by Dec. 31, 2021, and are planning to have 
their children entered into Hebron’s preschool 
lottery should call the Gilead Hill School Office 
at 860-228-9458 to have an application mailed 
to them. The application may also be down-
loaded from hebron.k12.ct.us; scroll down to 
the bottom of the page to “Quick Links” in the 
lower left-hand corner.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the Gilead Hill School office by Fri-
day, Feb. 26. Enclose two forms of residency 
when you return the application. 

The lottery drawing will be held Wednesday, 
March 17, at 9 a.m., via Zoom. The Zoom link 
will be sent to all parents and or guardians prior 
to the lottery date. Applicants will be notified 
of their acceptance or waitlist status by phone.

Church of the
Holy Family News

Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy 
Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the fol-
lowing times: Weekend Masses are Saturday at 
5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and weekday 
Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays 
at 6:30 a.m. 

The church is located at 185 Church St. 
Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfami-
lyhebron.org for more information. The church 
can be reached at 860-228-0096.

Dean’s List
Claire Russo of Hebron made the fall 2020 

Dean’s List at Belmont University in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Honor Roll
The following local students made the honor 

roll at East Catholic High School for the first 
quarter of the 2020-21 school year:

Honors with Distinction
Amston: Laurel Woods, Class of 2021.
Hebron: Timothy Wilson Jr., ‘21; Owen 

Bergquist, Nathan Grzybowski, Trent  Sargent, 
‘22. 

First Honors
Amston: Jackson Woods, ‘24.
Hebron: Caroline Carlson, John Oei, ‘21; 

Matiwos Rumley, Ryan Turco, ‘22.
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Colchester Dental Group

860.537.2351

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Personalized Financial  Options Available!
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase,  DMD, MAGD*   

Michael L. Babinski,  DMD, MAGD

Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced 
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy 

of General Dentistry and are members of the 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was 
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

WE ARE OPEN 

AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN
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Local Fields Need Irrigation
By Karla Santos 

On Monday, Public Works Director 
James Paggioli held an athletic field educa-
tional forum, at which he said irrigation would 
improve the safety of the fields in town.

Paggioli called irrigation the “biggest piece 
necessary” for improving field safety at the 
Recreational Complex, known locally as Rec-
Plex. 

The detailed presentation was followed by 
a question-and-answer session in which resi-
dents voiced concerns for the status of the fields 
and asked questions about it.  

According to Paggioli, the issue with the ath-
letic fields has been highlighted as a concern 
since 1997 and reiterated in 2007 and 2016. 

He said much analysis has been done to un-
derstand the status of the fields, which need to 
be reconstructed and irrigated, but said the re-
mediation work has yet to take place. 

Paggioli estimated the cost for a complete re-
construction with proper grading and irrigation 
to be $250,000 per field. He said about $43,000 
is available from a fee charged to sports league 
users.

In addition, Paggioli recommended that the 
town should not only fix the fields that need 
work but add more fields for school athletic and 
recreational use. 

“Regardless of how much improvement we 
were to do at the RecPlex, there is a definite 
need for additional field space,” he said. 

He explained the difference between high, 
medium and minimal management fields and 
said if the reconstruction and irrigation projects 
are funded, his plan is to get the RecPlex to the 
medium management level. 

Paggioli said when looking at field use 
and turf condition, it is necessary to analyze 
how many fields there are compared to the pop-
ulation utilizing them.  

He said that some fields in town are educa-
tional and others are recreational. 

In addition, he explained that he did a region-
al comparison, including fields in some towns 
where Colchester plays. In the comparison, he 
measured populations against the number of 
athletic fields based on a field to person ratio. 

Through the comparison, he said he real-
ized that Colchester does not have the available 
athletic field space per capita that towns, such 
as Hebron, East Lyme, Montville, Waterford, 
Stonington and Marlborough, do. 

He used Google Maps to show pictures of 
fields in Colchester and across towns and ex-
plain their conditions. 

He also spoke about the long-term effort the 
town has been going through to demonstrate the 
poor condition of the fields. 

Paggioli said the 1997 recreational master 
plan, included a recommendation to install ir-
rigation systems and that the need to acquire 
additional properties was also noted. 

He also pointed out that more sports are 
played now than when that plan was drafted. 

In the year 2000, there was an additional field 
constructed in Colchester, he said.  

“From that point forward into to 2007, no 
further action was taken by the town to either 
address land acquisition issues nor was any oth-
er funding provided for additional athletic field 
or irrigation on other athletic fields,” he said. 

Then in 2007, the Colchester Recreational 
Site Improvements Master Plan was completed 
by a consultant that prepared an analysis of ex-
isting town-owned properties for athletic field 
expansion. 

Paggioli said that in 2014, a long capital plan 
was submitted to the boards of finance and se-
lectmen that highlighted the over use of existing 
facilities, the need for additional site acquisition 
and the start of the over-seeding program.  

He said short term maintenance and repair 
items listed had been funded and addressed but 
“long-term systematic issues were generally ig-
nored for solution via general fund allocation.” 

In 2014, a field assessment  and re-
port for the RecPlex was also done.  
Paggioli said the primary challenges at that 
point were lack of irrigation, malfunction of 
existing irrigation, no core cultivation, minimal 
over-seeding, and an inability to control weeds.  

He said some of the recommendations were 
adapted by staff and funded through the 2014-
2015 budget.  However, due to funding con-
straints, irrigation was not addressed. 

According to Paggioli, in 2016, a Field Sus-
tainability Task Force was formed. 

He said because no general fund alloca-
tions were brought forward at that point, in 
2017, an ordinance was amended, establishing 
a field sustainability fee for sports league users. 
He said the estimated funds available to date 
from that are $43,000. 

 Paggioli said that the fields look better now 
because, with the pandemic, they haven’t been 
used; but said when they are highly used the 
conditions worsen, and if it rains, children find 
themselves playing sports in the mud. 

At the end of the presentation, multiple mem-
bers of the public spoke, mainly to ask ques-
tions about the fields. 

Board of Finance member Andreas Bis-

bikos asked if more personnel would be need-
ed to manage the fields prior to any expan-
sion.  Paggioli said additional personnel might 
not be necessary except for seasonal workers to 
improve summer time conditions. 

Resident Norm Kaplan asked various ques-
tions and while he said he appreciated the 
presentation, he also voiced concern about the 
project, particularly for high school level play-
ing fields. 

“I think Jim has done a nice job describing 
where we are, where we could be with mini-
mal amount of work and with, maybe a little bit 
more than minimal amount of work; but there 
are unknown variables and we just started talk-
ing about those,” Kaplan said. 

Project Graduation Raffle and Wreath Sales
Bacon Academy Project Graduation is sell-

ing raffle tickets for its December calendar fun-
draiser, with prizes being awarded each day.

Total donated items in the raffle are valued at 
over $1,000 and include gift cards to local busi-
nesses, gift baskets, cash prizes, holiday items 
and local artisan creations. Due to the strong 
response to this fundraiser, some days include 
more than one winner, so that raffle ticket hold-
ers have more than 31 chances to win.

Raffle tickets can be purchased via check, 
mailed to P.O. Box 393, Colchester CT 06415, 
or through Venmo @KathyLawrence2934. If 
using Venmo, email ba.projectgrad@gmail.
com with ticket holder information. Purchases 
must include raffle ticket holder’s name, ad-
dress, email, phone and whether recipient is 

over 21 years of age. The calendar with list of 
available prizes can be viewed at the www.ba-
conacademyprojectgrad.org.

The mission of Bacon Academy Project 
Graduation is to enhance drug- and alcohol-
free awareness by providing safe events for all 
graduating seniors of Bacon Academy. Project 
Graduation’s most critical event is a graduation 
night party.

All Project Graduation events and initia-
tives to benefit BA seniors are entirely paid 
for through the fundraising efforts and contri-
butions of Bacon Academy parents, students, 
businesses and community members. No tax 
dollars are ever used. For more information, 
visit www.baconacademyprojectgrad.org.

St. Andrew Church News
St. Andrew Catholic Church holds Sunday 

Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 8 
a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. The church 
is located at 128 Norwich Ave. 

The Mass schedule for Christmas is: Dec. 
24 at 4, 7 and 11 p.m., and Dec. 25 at 9:30 and 
11 a.m. Tickets are required to attend Mass; 
call the office at 860-537-2355 to reserve 
them. 

Also, since social distancing will remain 
in place, pews are sectioned off to maintain 
six feet, in all directions, between individuals 
and/or households. Available seating is clearly 
marked. Seating is limited to 100 people per 

Mass, due to social distancing and local regu-
lations. The only entrance to the church will 
be on the parking lot side. 

Parishioners should bring and use their 
own hand sanitizer. Also, facemasks that 
cover both nose and mouth are required of all 
attending public worship.

The dispensation from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass remains in effect until 
further notice. Christmas Masses at 4 p.m. 
Christmas Eve and 9:30 a.m. Christmas 
morning will be livestreamed.

For more information, call 860-537-2355 
or visit www.standrewcolchester.org.

January Children’s Programs at Library 
The following programs will be offered for 

children in January at Cragin Memorial Library 
are being offered for children. While the library 
is currently open, it is not hosting any in-person 
programming. Most of these programs will be 
conducted online. For more information, call 
the children’s department at 860-537-7201. 

The library has a list of available craft bags 
at the Children’s Circulation Desk; supplies are 
limited and are on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.

Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m., starting Jan. 6, on Facebook and YouTube. 
There will be book suggestions, baby bounces 
and more. Often, activity bags will be available 
to accompany the videos.

Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m., 
starting Jan. 4, on Facebook and YouTube. 
There will be stories, songs and more. A craft 
will be showcased, and bags will be available 

for pick-up. 
Exploring the Alphabet: Fridays at 10:30 

a.m., starting Jan. 8, on Facebook and YouTube. 
Each week, explore a new letter of the alphabet, 
sing songs, practice writing and share books. A 
craft bag will accompany each video, bags can 
be picked up on Monday the same week as the 
video.

Other January Programs: Foodie Fun: 
Snowpeople S’mores: Saturday, Jan. 9, 10:30 
a.m., for children and teens. Watch the video, 
pick up your ingredients bag, and create a snack 
of a melting snowperson. 

3D Snowpeople Craft: Wednesday, Jan. 27. 
Grab a craft bag and create this winter project. 

National Puzzle Day: Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
all day and for all ages. Grab a puzzle to take 
home and complete. Puzzles will vary between 
mazes, word searches and crosswords. 

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skin-

ner Rd., has announced the following pieces of 
news. For more information, call the church at 
860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. Abun-
dant Life Church is a Christ-follower church 
that believes salvation through Jesus Christ.

Weekly Sunday Service: The church con-
tinues open door services on Sundays. Facial 
masks while roaming and social distancing 
guidelines are followed, including only allow-
ing less than 50 attendees. Sunday School is at 
the church at 9:30 a.m., with the main service 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the church if you 
would like to attend.

The service is also broadcast live on Face-
book, beginning at 10:30 a.m., with a special 
children’s program included. Go to www.face-

book.com/groups/abundantLifeCT or look for 
the church on Facebook. For more information 
or if unable to connect, call the church at 860-
537-3082.

Christmas Eve: The church’s annual candle-
light service will be held Christmas Eve at 6 
p.m. Puppets will be present to share the mes-
sage on this night.

Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a 
group of faithful members at Abundant Life. If 
you are in need of prayer for healing, financial 
issues, troubled family members, life-control-
ling habits, or any other need, call the church 
to be placed on its prayer list. You may also 
ask about the various days and times the prayer 
groups meet and come at that time. 
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

176 Norwich Avenue  |  Colchester, CT  |  www.GerhardtInsurance.com

AUTO  |  HOME  |  BUSINESS

860-537-4661

We wish you 
all our best for 
a safe and happy 
holiday season.

Thank you for your 
continued support 
from your friends at...

All Our Best...
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Carolyn Kress
860-908-4716

carolynkress@bhhsne.com
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Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For more information, call 860-537-
7297 or emailing parksandrec@colchesterct.
gov. More information, including weather-re-
lated cancellations, and registration is at www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department. The 
Parks and Rec. office is located at Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Ave. To visit in person, call to 
make an appointment. 

Registration is required for all programs. 
Forms and payment can also be left in the Town 
Hall drop box. If paying by check, place any 
forms and payment in an envelope with “Col-
chester Recreation” written on the envelope. To 
mail in your registration, fill out the registra-
tion form and mail it and a check to: Colchester 
Recreation, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 
06415. Make checks payable to “Town of Col-
chester.”

December Events: Holiday Home & Busi-
ness Decorating Contest: Voting will end Dec. 
31 and the contest winners will be announced 
the week of Jan. 4. For a map of decorated homes 
and businesses, visit tinyurl.com/yd8zfxp9, and 
to vote, visit tinyurl.com/ydf75qca.

Annual Gingerbread House Contest: Vote 
for your favorite gingerbread house at tinyurl.
com/y9a8lzou. Voting will end Dec. 31 and the 
contest winners will be announced the week of 
Jan. 4.

Town of Colchester Ornament: Can be pur-
chased during regular business hours at Town 
Hall. Call when you arrive, and staff will meet 
you at the front door. Ornaments are $6 each. 

Joyful Ornament Project: Decorate a 
homemade unbreakable ornament and add it to 
the live tree in the gazebo on the Town Green. 
If you add two or more decorations, take one 
home to decorate your tree.

Virtual Vendor Fair: This is a way to sup-
port local artisans and independent sales rep-
resentatives. Contact the vendor directly to 
purchase items. View the vendor fair book at 
tinyurl.com/y2mmgyqv. 

January Events: Free Family Game 
Nights: Fridays, Jan. 8-29. Register online and 
then stop in the recreation office to pick out 
your game. Just return the game the following 
week so it can be disinfected for a new family 
to enjoy the following week. The first 20 fami-
lies to register each week will receive a $5 gift 

certificate for a local restaurant.
Foundations: Jan. 12-Feb. 20. The goal of 

this series is to build the deep supporting mus-
cles of the spine, using basic yoga-like postures. 
Each session is 30-50 minutes; meets three 
times per week. Each class will be recorded and 
sent to participants who miss a class. Classes 
are: Tuesdays, 6 p.m., on Zoom; Thursdays, 6 
p.m., in person at a location to be determined 
(Zoom available); and Saturdays, 8 a.m., on 
Zoom. Cost is $95 per person.

Mindful Movement: Mondays, Jan. 
11-March 1 (no class Jan. 18 or Feb. 15), 6-7 
p.m., at Colchester Senior Center. For ages 18 
and up. Cost: $65.

Fitness Kickboxing with 360 Defense: 
Meets at 360 Defense (space is limited to eight 
people) with a Zoom option available.  Session 
1: Mondays and Wednesdays, Jan. 4-27, at 9:30 
a.m. Session 2: Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan. 
5-28, 10:30 a.m. Cost: $45/session.

Martial Arts Fitness for Kids: Meets via 
Zoom on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan. 5-28, 
at 3:45 p.m. Cost: $25/person. All proceeds will 
be donated to local programs to help Colchester 
residents.

Gentle Yoga: For ages 45 and up. All lev-
els of fitness or yoga experience are welcome. 
Meets Mondays, 4:45-5:45 p.m., from Dec. 28-
Jan. 25 (no class Jan. 18) or Feb. 1-March 3 (no 
class Feb. 15). Class meets via Facebook Live; 
the private link will be mailed to you after you 
register. Cost: $35/residents, $40/non-residents.

Barre: Mondays, Jan. 11-March 22 (no class 
Jan. 18 or Feb. 15), 5:45-6:30 p.m., via Zoom. 
Cost: $72/residents, $77/non-residents.

Core Strength: Thursdays, Jan. 14-March 
25, 6-6:45 p.m., via Zoom. Cost: $88/residents, 
$93/non-residents.

Full Body Refresh: Mondays, Jan. 11-March 
22 (no class Jan. 18 or Feb. 15), 8-8:45 a.m., via 
Zoom. Cost: $72/residents, $77/non-residents.

High Interval Training: Wednesdays, Jan. 
13-March 24, 7:45-8:30 a.m., via Zoom. Cost: 
$88/residents, $93/non-residents.

Pilates: Tuesdays, Jan. 12-March 23, 6-6:45 
p.m., via Zoom. Cost: $88/residents, $93/non-
residents.

Tighten & Tone: Wednesdays, Jan. 
13-March 24, 5:45-6:30 p.m., via Zoom. Cost: 
$88/residents, $93/non-residents.

Colchester Federated 
Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz.

The church remains closed to the public un-
til further notice. The church has canceled in-
person worship and Sunday School until dis-
ease rates decline in Colchester. Worship will 
be offered via Facebook Live at 9 a.m. Sunday 
mornings by a small worship team and Sunday 
School lessons will be shared virtually with 
families. 

Virtual worship can also be found at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the “Wor-
ship & Sermons” tab.

CYSS News and Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has 

announced the following. For more informa-
tion and full program descriptions, contact 
CYSS at 860-537-7255 or youthservices@
colchesterct.gov. Register online at www.
colchesterct.gov/youth-social-services. 
Registration is required for every session of 
each program due to the current COVID-19 
guidelines. 

The Learning Lounge: Mondays-Fri-
days, 8:30-11:30 a.m., for grades 6-8. This 
program provides middle school youth 
space to complete their distance learning. 
Socially-distanced work stations and sup-
port will be provided. Limited availability. 

Youth Uprise: Wednesdays, 12:30-1:30 
p.m., at the Youth Center, for grades 9-12. 
High school students come together and dis-
cuss unity, diversity, civic engagement and 
making a change.

 The Colchester Historical Society’s 2021 calendars are for sale, and feature newly-
discovered photographs of the town. Among the pictures is this shot of Main Street 
in Colchester, looking south, with Merchants’ Row on the right and the town green 
on the left.

Historical Society Calendars are Here
The Colchester Historical Society’s 2021 cal-

endar features newly-discovered photographs 
of Colchester. Glass plate images of Colchester 
from around 1890 depict the town, while horse 
and buggy were the primary mode of transpor-
tation. 

On the calendar cover, there will be a pho-
tograph of Main Street looking south, flanked 
by the town green and Merchants’ Row. High-
lighted in the calendar are images of Colches-
ter that will be soon featured in an upcoming 
Arcadia Publications’ Images of America book 
of Colchester.

The limited-edition 2021 Colchester Histori-
cal Society pictorial calendar sells for $12. This 
year, for $20, the historical society will also in-
clude a copy of Historical Landmarks: A His-
torical Tour of Colchester. This book features 
50 historic sites throughout Colchester, many 
walking distance from the center of town. 

Calendars can be purchased at Nathan Liver-

ant and Son Antiques, located at 168 S. Main 
St., and Copies Plus….more, located at 31 
Halls Hill Rd. Calendars can also be purchased 
at the Colchester History Museum on Saturdays 
and Sundays, noon-2 p.m., or Wednesdays, 5-7 
p.m., from Dec. 19-Jan. 6. Look for the “Cal-
endars for Sale Today” sign in front of the mu-
seum, which is located at 24 Linwood Ave.

Calendars and copies of the Historical Land-
marks book can also be mailed for an additional 
$3 to cover shipping. Calendar with shipping is 
$15, and the calendar and book with shipping 
are $23. Contact the Colchester Historical Soci-
ety at mail@colchesterhistory.org or 860-537-
4230 to purchase.

Calendar sales provide funds for the Colches-
ter Historical Society to carry on its mission of 
educating the community on the history of Col-
chester.

Dean’s List
Morgan P. Shumaker of Colchester made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Clarkson University in 
Potsdam, N.Y.

Shumaker is a freshman majoring in mechan-
ical engineering.

Dean’s List
Connor Groene of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Nazareth College in Roch-
ester, N.Y.

Police News 
12/8: State Police said Maximus T. Meyers, 

20, of East Haddam, was arrested and charged 
with failure to appear.
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(860) 214-1147

From the Skyview Team –
Jack, Lori & Matt Faski, Linda Cullen, 

Rick Sharr, John Jacoby, Nick Ogle, 
Rhom Saunders, Dimitri Anastasiou

And wishing you a prosperous New Year!

From our family to yours, 
many thanks to all our 

clients, friends and family 
for another successful year!

467E Main Street • Colchester, CT • 860-537-5896
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At this time of year, all of us at
Laurie’s Creations would like
to thank all of our wonderful

customers, families, and friends.

We wish you a season filled 
with good health, the love of 
family, the gift of friendships,

and prosperity.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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From the Skyview Team –
Jack, Lori & Matt Faski, Linda Cullen, 

Rick Sharr, John Jacoby, Nick Ogle, 
Rhom Saunders, Dimitri Anastasiou

And wishing you a prosperous New Year!

From our family to yours, 
many thanks to all our 

clients, friends and family 
for another successful year!

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
NOTICE OF DECISION

At its meeting of December 15, 2020, the Zoning Board of 
Appeals made the following decision:

Jay R. Einhorn - Bulkeley Hill Road – Appeal of 
Enforcement Order (2020-03) – To appeal the decision 
of the Zoning Enforcement Order regarding the conduct 
of an unpermitted commercial activity on Bulkeley Hill 
Road (Map 03-11, Lot 043), Rural Use District – APPEAL 
DENIED/CEASE & DESIST ORDER MODIFIED AND 
UPHEALD.

All modifications/conditions are on file in the Planning 
Department.  A copy of this notice has been filed in the 
Town Clerk’s office.

Anyone wishing to appeal this decision to superior court, 
may do so by service of process within fifteen (15) day 
from the date that notice of decision was published as 
required by general statutes.

Zoning Board of Appeals
Laurie Robinson, Chair

1TB 12/18

School Nutrition
Program Update

Thanks to a USDA grant, all students and 
children under the age of 18 can get free break-
fast and lunch. This will be in effect until the 
last day of school in June 2021. 

Note: milk is included in every meal; howev-
er if a student wants to buy just a milk, the cost 
is 65 cents. For those interested in grab-and-go 
meals, which are also free, pick-up is at William 
J. Johnston Middle School from 12:30-1 p.m. 
for in-school learning days and 10-10:30 a.m. 
on distance learning days. 

Note that grab-and-go meals will not be 
available during the winter recess, from Dec. 
24-Jan. 1. Also, grab-and-go meals will not be 
available on days when students do not come to 
school because of inclement weather.

Any questions can be directed to Leanne Ra-
nheim, nutrition coordinator, at 860-537-9421 
ext. 381 or lranheim@colchesterct.org.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Friday night Shabbat service, 6:30 p.m. on 

Zoom; Saturday, Shabbat morning service, 10 
a.m., on Zoom; Tuesday, Kabbalah class, 5:30 
p.m. on Zoom; Tuesday, Talmud class, 6:30 
p.m. on Zoom.

There are daily prayer classes on Facebook 
Live, by Rabbi Ken Alter.

There will be a book club discussion, on 
Man’s Search for Meaning, Thursday, Jan. 21, 
at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are 8 a.m.-noon Tuesday-Friday.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship services 
in-person Sundays at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available on Zoom. 

The church will hold its Christmas Eve ser-
vice at 5 p.m. Dec. 24, both at the church and on 
Zoom. If attending at the church, masks must be 
worn. Pews will be labeled for distance seating, 
and there will be no singing except for the small 
masked choir – but lots of Christmas music will 
be played. Feel free to bring a donation for 
church outreach projects and/or items to donate 
for its Blessings Box (mini food bank).

Visit westchestercongchurch.org for Zoom 
login information.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich 

Ave., has announced the following programs 
and events. Most programs are on Zoom; to 
learn more about join them, or for full de-
scriptions of any program, call the center at 
860-537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov. 
The center is online at www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center. More information about senior 
trips can also be found online.

Upcoming Programs: Learn to Sign with 
Ruth: Mondays, 11 a.m.-noon. This course 
teaches the basics of how to communicate 
with sign language. No prior experience nec-
essary. 

Farewell 2020 Celebration on Zoom: 
Thursday, Dec. 31, 10 a.m. Welcome in the 
New Year with goody bags, a year in review 
presentation, and laughs. Register by Dec. 24 
to receive your “Goodbye 2020” gift bag.   

Walking Group: Wednesdays, 10 a.m., 
weather permitting. Social distancing and 
masks required. 

Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with 
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Se-
nior Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; 
Sittercize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; 
Tai Chi: Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

 New Book for StoryWalk… A new book, Winter Dance by Marion Dane Bauer, has 
been posted at the StoryWalk at Ruby & Elizabeth Cohen Woodlands, 96 MacDonald 
Rd. A StoryWalk combines physical activity with reading as the pages of the book 
are transformed into signs on a trail inviting children and their caregivers to read as 
they move along the path. The StoryWalk is free and open to all, provided by Cragin 
Memorial Library, Colchester Garden Club, Colchester Land Trust, Colchester 
Wildlife Habitat and the Collaborative for Colchester’s Children. Pictured here is 
Brayden Buyniski.

Fire Calls
From Dec. 6-12, the Colchester Hayward 

Fire Department responded to 40 calls: 33 
emergency medical calls, six fire/fire-related 
calls, and one motor vehicle crash (a two-car 
crash). Calls included:

Fire: service call, two; fire alarm, two; struc-
ture fire, one; smoke in building, one. 

Medical: sick person, five; cardiac distress, 
five; difficulty breathing, six; lift assist, five; 
fall injury, three; mental disorder, one; seizure, 
one; abdominal pain, two; overdose, three; in-
jured person, one.

CHFD provided mutual aid four times last 
week – once to Hebron and three times to East 
Haddam. It received it twice – once each from 

Gardner Lake and Glastonbury. 
CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 

seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker signs 
are also available to order in blue or green, ver-
tical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are avail-
able at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., or 
online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘depart-
ments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

467E Main Street • Colchester, CT • 860-537-5896
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At this time of year, all of us at
Laurie’s Creations would like
to thank all of our wonderful

customers, families, and friends.

We wish you a season filled 
with good health, the love of 
family, the gift of friendships,

and prosperity. RT. 16, Colchester, CT • 860-537-3431 • Out of Town: 1-800-545-GANO
Your One Stop Power Equipment Headquarters • M - F 8-6, Sat. 8-2

www.ganos.com

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

from
all of us at Gano’s!
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Whimsical Carol Sing Brings Cheer

 Town officials delighted residents Sunday as they rolled through town, on a trailer 
towed by a pickup truck, singing Christmas carols and performing holiday skits.

By Sloan Brewster 
Santa and Mrs. Claus are getting a divorce, 

although it’s totally unrelated to Mrs. Claus’ 
recent singing debut with the Grinch – and, ac-
cording to Santa, the real Scrooge is Andover’s 
town administrator. 

The Traveling Carolers carol-sing, held Sun-
day, included various Christmas characters. 
While it was not a town-sanctioned event, elect-
ed officials played the iconic – and socially-
distanced personalities – as they rolled through 
town on a 22-foot long, 8-foot wide trailer 
towed by a pickup truck. 

In a video of the fun on the Andover Support 
Network Facebook page, Santa, played by First 
Selectman Jeff Maguire, can be seen standing 
six feet back from his compadres and bellowing 
“Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas!” as the trailer 
pulls up and stops in local neighborhoods.

When the bedecked and brightly-lit trailer 
stops on the corner of Erdoni and Lake roads, 
some neighbors gather at the end of their drive-
ways to listen. Just as the music for “Let It 
Snow” begins and the singers raise their mics, 
Santa’s voice can be heard from behind Mrs. 
Claus, who, sans her costume, is Board of Edu-
cation Chair Shannon Louden.

“I am not married to you,” Santa intones.
“We will be divorced tomorrow,” Mrs. Claus 

concurs.
In a phone call Monday, Louden, who’s a 

lawyer in real life, called Maguire “flipping 
saucy” and joked that she told Santa she had 
drafted a divorce agreement and said “He lit 
into me immediately.”

“It was really fun,” she added.
In a phone call Tuesday, Maguire said he had 

no misgivings about the end to the short-lived 
nuptials, joking that he and Mrs. Claus were di-
vorced before they even got married. 

“Thank God!” he said, but added, “It was a 
magical moment while it lasted.”

Mrs. Claus’ love affair with Santa over, she 
got together with the Grinch, who – played 
by Vice First Selectman Adrian Mandeville – 
joined her in a duet of “Baby It’s Cold Outside.” 

Watching from nearby, Mandeville’s wife 
Kristin McGregor played an elf. 

“My wife had the best time. She had never 
been caroling,” Mandeville said in a phone call 
Monday. “Oh God, she had a blast. She was like 
a little dancing elf the whole time.”

McGregor may have been dancing, but, in a 
video posted on Selectman Paula King’s Face-
book several hours before the carol sing, the 
“head elf,” played by King, is kidnapped.

The Grinch can be seen holding a large cloth 
bag and quietly tip-toeing behind the elf while 
she decorates a tree. Just before the scene cuts, 
the green-faced monster slips the bag over the 

unsuspecting elf. 
In the next scene, Santa is working on his fa-

mous list, checking it twice, when a voice asks 
him what he’s going to do about the missing elf.

“My elf is missing?” Santa asks, seemingly 
shocked.

“Yes,” the voice replies. “The Grinch came 
and took your elf, your head elf.”

“Goodness, we’re gonna have to cancel the 
caroling,” Santa insists.

“Not the caroling?” the voice replies, dis-
mayed.

“Oh my goodness,” says Santa.
A banner comes on screen inviting folks to 

join officials at the caroling event to see if the 
elf is freed.

Later, at the start of the festivities, Mrs. Claus 
announces that the elf was found.

Mandeville joked that he chose to play the 
Grinch because “if they had the happy version 
of Christmas, I was the frustrated version.”

He’s not the only one, according to Maguire 
– who insisted that the real Scrooge was Town 
Administrator Eric Anderson. 

Maguire joked at Monday’s Board of Se-
lectmen meeting that the carol singers arrived 
at Anderson’s driveway Sunday night only to 
find the house completely dark and in “full ‘bah 
humbug’” mode.

“He is a Scrooge,” Maguire told the Rivereast.
Anderson, in a phone call Tuesday, offered 

no arguments, saying Christmas is “not my 
thing” and “I’m not really much of a Christmas 
person.”

While saying he didn’t think the carol sing-
ers really showed up at his house, he added, “If 
I’d have known they were coming, I would’ve 
turned my lights off, though.”

Ironically, Anderson comes off as a cheer-
ful person, using the catchphrase “Cheers” 
whenever bidding folks farewell, but Maguire 
said that doesn’t necessarily imply Anderson is 
happy-go-lucky.

“That’s British,” he said, laughing. 
The carol sing started beside the gazebo at 

Town Hall, with a small gathering of socially-
distanced onlookers, King, who organized the 
event, said.   

“[It was] something that I put together as a 
resident because, you know, a lot of things have 
gotten canceled and I figured, let’s bring some 
holiday cheer,” she said in a phone call Monday. 

It wasn’t a completely new notion, however. 
King said she and Louden have talked about 
going caroling together for years but it never 
happened and then, after an outdoor event they 
were planning to attend was canceled, they de-
cided to take their show on the road.

It was not the first time the pair has sung to-
gether. Louden, King, Selectman Jeff Murray 

and Andover Elementary School Principal John 
Briody formed a band called the Bipartisan Bal-
loteers and entertained voters from the gazebo 
on Election Day in November.

Everyone involved in the carol sing said they 
had a blast and hoped it raised holiday spirit and 
promoted good will.

Maguire said he hopes it elicits more par-
ticipation in the community and that the mes-
sage they are spreading is that it’s okay to be 
involved. 

“We were trying to spread a little Christmas 
cheer, it’s not easy times right now but we fig-
ured we’d get out and spread a little Christmas 
cheer and we did,” he said. 

Lucie Wilson, of Lake Road, said her family 
had a bonfire going in their driveway and every-
one, including her three children and two of her 
friend’s kids really enjoyed the caroling.

“We loved it. It was just spectacular and they 
did a wonderful job on the trailer with decora-
tions. Beautiful.” she said. “It was just so much 
fun and a light-hearted good time, just what we 
needed. The spirit of Christmas.”

Even Scrooge – er, Anderson – ended on a 
positive note.

“Just hoping everybody hangs in there obvi-
ously COVID is effecting everybody,” he said. 
“Hoping everybody has a good Christmas and 
gets to relax a little bit.” 

Andover
Preschool Screening

The Andover Board of Education, through 
the Andover Elementary School Early Learning 
Center, will hold a screening for children that 
reside in Andover and are 3 or 4 years old by the 
time of the screening on Friday, Jan. 9.

The screening will be held differently this 
school year due to the ongoing pandemic. 
School staff will send home an age–appropri-
ate questionnaire for parents to fill out about 
their children. The questions are in the areas 
of speech, language, cognitive, and motor de-
velopment. Parents will then receive informa-
tion which will assist in fostering their child’s 
growth, if needed.

If interested in having your child screened, 
contact the director of special education at 860-
742-7339 or at maioranoh@andoverelemen-
taryct.org to request an ASQ-3 questionnaire.

This is the first of three screenings. Addition-
al dates will be March 5 and May 14.

Republicans Seek to Fill Seats
The Andover Republican Town Committee 

said it is looking for Andover residents to fill 
openings on boards and commissions. These 
positions will be voted on at the May 2021 elec-
tion. The Town of Andover elects members to 
boards and commissions for four-year terms.

The Republicans will hold a caucus Friday, 
Jan. 15, to officially fill any open positions. The 
RTC asked people to review the below positions 
that are open and call committee chair Carol 
Barton at 860-742-9829 if interested or wish 
more information.

The local Board of Education oversees the 
elementary school. The seven-member board 
does not have to present its budget to the Board 
of Finance; rather, it presents the budget at a 
town meeting, where residents can request re-
ductions if they feel it is too high. 

The Board of Finance works with all boards, 
commissions and the town administrator to 
present a town budget to residents. Residents 
can attend finance board hearings and advocate 

to either increase or decrease the budget, but 
only at a town meeting can they decrease or re-
ject the budget prior to going to vote. Members 
of the seven-member Board of Finance meet 
monthly except prior to the May budget vote 
where they may meet more often. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission works 
is to create laws on land use in town and make 
sure residents are in compliance with zoning 
regulations. There are also alternate positions 
open; these members attend all meetings and if 
a regular member is not present they be seated 
for that meeting. This is a five-member board, 
with at least two alternate members.

The Zoning Board of Appeals reviews deni-
als of zoning regulations made by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission, to see if an exception 
is warranted. There are also alternate positions 
open; these members attend all meetings and if 
a regular member is not present they be seated 
for that meeting. The ZBA is a five-member 
board with at least two alternate members.

Library Scales
Back Access

Due to the rising number of COVID-19 
cases in Andover and throughout Connecti-
cut, Andover Public Library has scaled back 
library building access. 

Effective this past Monday, Dec. 14, op-
erating hours remain the same (Monday and 
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tuesday and 
Thursday, noon-7 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.), but patrons who want to come 
inside the library to browse, check out ma-
terials or use the internet should call 860-
742-7428 when they arrive at the library. 
Building access is currently limited to one 
patron/one family at a time. 

Curbside service remains available.
For more information, visit the library at 

www.andoverconnecticut.org/library or on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Andover-
PublicLibrary.CT.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church, UCC, of 

Andover, 359 Route 6, invites all ages to wor-
ship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through the Nar-
thex. Masks and social distancing are required. 
If you don’t have a mask, a mask will be given 
to you. 

The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT).

For more information, call the church office 
at 860-742-7696. 

The church has a weekly Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. both via Zoom and in per-
son at the church (observing CDC guidelines 
regarding social distancing and masks). If in-
terested in attending via Zoom, call the church 

and leave a message and Nilson will send you 
the meeting link. Biblr Study will resume after 
the holidays.

Dec. 20 will be Skit Sunday, taking place 
during the regular Sunday worship service at 10 
a.m. This skit brings to life the story of Christ-
mas with a modern twist. 

Christmas Eve: The church’s Christmas 
Candlelight Service will be at 10 p.m. All are 
invited.

The Food Pantry is Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines will be 
observed and masks are required. The Food-
share van comes to the church every other 
Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m. and will next be 
there Dec. 23. 

 And the Winner is… On Saturday, Dec. 12, Mrs. Merry Claus, a.k.a. Dianne Grenier, 
selected the winning ticket for the Andover Friends of the Library quilt raffle. The 
recipient was longtime Andover resident Naida Arcenas. The Friends group thanked 
quiltmaker Jean Mamonas of Andover, and all who purchased tickets supporting the 
fundraiser. Just under $1,000 was raised to support the library.
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CT Lyme Riders is presenting the following great article for anyone who has
a loved one, friend or family member that suffers from chronic Lyme disease,

or just wants to understand more about this disease and the stress of holidays.

Facing the Holidays with Chronic Lyme
Author: Paula Jackson Jones • Orig Pub: 11/25/2017

 Nothing reminds you of your illness more than when you’re limited by the things that you can no longer do and the 
places that you can no longer go. And nothing highlights those limitations more than the holidays. Grieving the loss 
of holiday traditions, or feeling like you’re letting your friends and family down by staying home or cutting outings 
short, can elicit so many difficult emotions that no one should have to deal with around the holidays.
 No one ever thinks that something as tiny as a tick bite can change their life in so many ways, until it happens to 
them. I sit with people in person and on the phone who are struggling to understand this disease, struggling to make 
sense of their new normal, struggling to keep it together for their families. Struggling. It’s something that chronically 
ill people do constantly. Everything is a struggle. Getting up in the morning, even getting through the day. Trying to 
plan events. Even something like going to the grocery store is taken for granted. I remember getting out and going 
to the store and running into people who would say things like “Oh, you look so good. You must be doing better” 
without realize just how much effort it took for me to pass for “good”. How much energy it took just to get dressed 
and put on a good face and be seen in public. 
 While chronically ill people want to be a part of the holiday celebrations, they realize just how impacted they 
are by it all ~ sights, sounds, smells and overall exertion, that often exasperates their symptoms, that they feel the 
only choice they have is to stay home. I recall attending church services to sing carols and being overstimulated 
by the sounds, smells and lighting that I had to leave and go back home before a seizure was triggered. Holding a 
conversation was physically and mentally exhausting. Trying to focus on who was speaking to me, what they were 
asking and by the time I figured out my response, they were on to another topic. I often wondered what they thought, 
standing there in front of me ~ did I look as disconnected as I was feeling on the inside? 
 The holiday season is, and always has been, my favorite time of year and as I regained my health, I tried to re-engage with 
all my favorite holiday activities, but found that foods and over-stimulation were, and continued to be, a sensory trigger.
 Something that I would ask of you all this holiday season ~ be kind and give grace to those suffering from chronic 
illness. Whether you understand their illness or not, understand this ~ they are doing their very best and that is all 
that can be asked of them. If they come, don’t over quiz about what’s been going on. Instead, welcome them into the 
group and make them feel as comfortable as you can. For one night, let them feel normal. Let them forget that they 
are ill. Understand that as the group chatter volume rises, that they may need to find a quiet reprieve to tamper down 
any rising symptoms. Don’t be offended if they can’t eat what you’re serving. As much as we all love holiday goodies, 
chronic illness sometimes demands a change in diet to reduce symptoms during treatment. Maybe ask in advance 
what they can eat. Sugars and gluten are a no-no when putting together treats to give to them. Along with sounds, 
lighting can be a sensory issue for those suffering from neurological Lyme. Don’t stare if your guest appears wearing 
sunglasses.  I had someone approach me saying “What are you stoned? You must be to wear sunglasses at night” and 
I was so taken back and offended. Never judge what you don’t understand. 
 Holidays are meant to be celebrated by families and friends, so I would ask that you please don’t forget those who 
are chronically ill. They want to be a part of the celebration, but they know and understand all too well their limitations 
and they don’t want to be a burden to their families, so they think staying home is the answer. Isolation is never the 
answer and causes more harm and damage mentally. Reach out in love, send cards, call before you visit but do visit. 
And if you bring a gift, leave out the sweets and gluten. Limit your use of perfume and keep the setting quiet. Limited 
the over-stimulation, keep the conversation light. Share what’s going on with you and make them feel included. This 
will ensure a heartfelt and thankful visit and it will serve the one who is ill in ways that you may never understand.
 This holiday season, remember those who are ill and not able to attend functions. Do your part, however small or 
grand, to make them feel remembered, missed and loved. This feeds their spirit and spirit is something that no disease 
can ever touch.
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AutomAtic 100% All-cloth cAr WAsh
• Self Service • Shampoo Machine • Vacuums • Fragrance Machine
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The Perfect 
Holiday Gift

DIAMOND SPARKLE
CAR WASH & DEtAIL SHOP

• Car Wash Coupon Booklets 
• Gift Certificates

for Detailing Also!

A Diamond 
Sparkle

 Gift Certificate

SELF SERVE

 OPEN 24 
HOURS

“Diamond is your car's best friend.”

44 Amston Rd. • Route 85 • Colchester
(Next to Ben's Auto Supply)

(860) 537-4325

Holiday 
SHopping
guide

Village Center ‘Shop
Local’ Holiday Raffle

East Hampton Public Library and the Eco-
nomic Development Commission have an-
nounced the third annual East Hampton Village 
Center ‘Shop Local’ Holiday Raffle. 

Make a purchase at any participating Village 
Center store by Dec. 22 and receive a raffle 
ticket. Return the ticket to the library, 105 Main 
St., for a chance to win a gift basket stuffed with 
local items and gift cards. The drawing will be 
held on Dec. 23. 

The merchants participating in the raffle in-
clude: Air Line Cycles, Center Package, Dex-
ter’s Tunes, Tales and Ales, ECO Coffee, Lit-
tle Fish Gallery & Gift, Old Bank Flowers & 
Greenery, Red Door Boutique, Studio 13 and 
Willow.

Congregational
Church News 

Due to the rising number of COVID-19 cases 
in Connecticut, the Congregational Church of 
East Hampton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., 
will once again hold all services via Zoom be-
ginning with the Christmas Eve service, at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 24. This will be a spe-
cial service of lessons, music and candle-light-
ing. The Zoom service, as well as past services, 
can be accessed via www.cc-eh.org.

The December Teen Youth Group will be 
held in person today, Dec. 18, for students in 
grades 6-12, from 6:30-8 p.m. 

This Sunday, Dec. 20, is Pageant Sunday and 
the third week of Advent. The church will light 
the Peace candle on the Advent wreath. This 
will be the last in-person service, and it will be-
gin at 10 a.m. Masks must be worn and social 
distancing practiced. There will be music, sing-
ing and readings presented by the youth. People 
may also access the livestream service at www.
cc-eh.org. 

For more information, visit the church web-
site or call 860-267-4959 during office hours, 
Tuesday-Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. In case of 
pastoral emergencies, the Rev. Jim Latimer can 
be reached at 610-568-2480.

Christmas Tree Pick-Up
Boy Scout Troop 8 will hold a Christmas 

Tree Pick-Up Saturday, Jan. 9. Suggested 
donation is $10 per tree. 

Reserve a tree pick-up at www.troop8.net, 
and place the tree at the end of your drive-
way by 7 a.m. Jan. 9. If you are using either 
check or cash for your donation, place in 
an envelope and tape it to your front door. 
Checks should be made out to Boy Scout 
Troop 8.

If you cannot register on the website, you 
can email a message with your name, street 
address and phone number to: trees@troop8.
net.

This is a contactless pickup, and is for 
East Hampton, Middle Haddam and Cobalt 
addresses only. 

No wreaths or garlands. Trees will be re-
cycled into mulch. 

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester • 860-537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00 p.m.; Sat. 8:00-5:00 p.m.

RE12-18-20

www.ctrentme.com

Merry Christmas
& A Happy
New Year

from your friends at
The Rental Center!

RT. 16, Colchester, CT • 860-537-3431 • Out of Town: 1-800-545-GANO
Your One Stop Power Equipment Headquarters • M - F 8-6, Sat. 8-2

www.ganos.com

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

from
all of us at Gano’s!
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Angelo’s Bakery
32 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT

860-537-2272

Happy 
Holidays!

Now taking Holiday Orders for
Cookies Trays, Pies, Cakes

and Angel Wing Trays
We will also have your holiday needs like 
Strufoli, Torrone, Panettone and Pizzelle

All our regular Bakery Goods
will be available such as:

Stuffed Breads, Cupcakes, Cannoli, 
Dinner Rolls & much more...

HOLIDAY HOURS
Tuesday, December 22nd 7:00-5:00

Wednesday, December 23rd 7:00-5:00
Thursday, December 24th 7:00-3:00

ClOSeD CHRISTMAS DAY

Largest 
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

You Can TRUST the ADVICE 
of our Trained, Knowledgeable and

Experienced Staff! 

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monroe Shocks • RainX Wipers
• AC Delco • Interstate Batteries
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com
860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653

Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 8-2

Locally Owned!  •  Family Operated!  •  Serving the Community for 40 years!

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

mark’s

auto
parts

Largest
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

Locally Owned! • Family Operated! • Serving the Community for over 40 years!

CUSTOMCOLORS
FILLEDHERE
Convert your
paint intoa
convenient
aerosol.

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com
860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653

Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 8-2

Great Stocking Stuffers

You can
TRUST the ADVICE

of your Trained
Knowledgeable and
Experienced Staff!

Largest
Paint Supplier

East
of the River.

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monro Shocks
• AC Delco
• Interstate Batteries
• RainX Wipers
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

Shop Mark’s United Auto Parts
This Holiday Season!

We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics Lifts, Creepers,
Car Matts and Accessories for every driver in the family!

SHOP LOCAL!

Don’t Get Caught Powerless This Winter!
• Battery Chargers • Booster Packs
• Heavy Duty Car & Truck Batteries

ShoP MARK’S 
UnITED AUTo PARTS

ThIS hoLIDAY SEASon!
We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics Lifts, 

Creepers, Car Mats, Chargers, and 
Accessories for every driver in the family!

Great Selection of 
STOCKING STUFFERS!

Including Ice & Snow Scrapers, Arctic 
Guard Snow & Windshield Covers, Flash 

Lights, Key Chains & MUCH MORE!!

ShoP
LoCAL

HAppy HOLiDAyS 
from all of us at 

Mark’s United Auto parts!

ALL WEAThER FLooR LInERS!

on SALE noW!
While supplies last!
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SinCe 
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Hebron Travel
wishes you a healthy 

holiday season!
May 2021 be filled with happiness

and joyful adventures!

R
E

12
-1

8-
20

Thermal Underwear • Carhartt Clothing
Winter Boots • Wool Sweaters • Wool Socks & Hats

quonset surplus
860-342-0612

11-13 Pickering St., Portland

Last Minute
Holiday Gift Ideas

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 8-12:30

Leatherman Tools
Benchmade Knives

Swiss Army Knives • Binoculars

Gift

Certificates!

Merry 
Christmas!

Holiday 
SHopping
guide

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Holiday Sale
20% oFF Gift Cards!

Open 
24/7
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Come get your gift cards now!

Stop in Monday through Wednesday 9am to 2pm

A gift 
for you!

95 Main St., East Hampton
(860) 716-9576

Antiques, Signs, 
Stocking Stuffers, 
Gift Certificates

— something for everyone!

Candles, Jewelry, Food, 

Open every day ‘til Christmas 
10:00am to 6:00pm
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(860) 267-6102

We are here if you need us!
since 1955 our family has Been Providing

Prompt & Courteous service

Suburban Sanitation Service
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The holiday season might be 
different this year...may it 

still be merry & bright!

all about blinds
89 Main Street • East Hampton, CT

860-267-8330
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www.allaboutblinds2u.com

Schools Chief Awarded for Volunteer Work

Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith

By Jack Lakowsky
The New England Association of Schools 

and Colleges (NEASC) last week awarded East 
Hampton Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith 
with a 2020 Service Award for his volunteer 
work in the organization’s school accreditation 
process. 

NEASC accreditation is meant “to serve as a 
framework for schools to meet their own unique 
goals [and maintain] alignment with research-
based [accreditation standards] that define the 
characteristics of high quality, effective learn-
ing communities,” according to the organiza-
tion’s website. 

NEASC also assesses a school’s systems for 
self-reflection and continuous growth. 

The East Hampton Schools Facebook page in 
a Dec. 9 post announced Smith’s reception. 

In an interview that same day, Smith told 
the Rivereast he serves on the NEASC Com-
mittee on Public Elementary, Middle, and High 
Schools (CPEMHS), specifically in the public 
high school sphere, helping in the accreditation 

of high schools throughout New England. 
NEASC evaluates most of the northeast’s 

schools, including all colleges, all technical 
or trade schools, and most private and public 
schools. 

To be accredited by the bureau, Smith said 
schools must meet certain criteria regarding 
learning culture, professional practices, learn-
ing support systems available to students, re-
sources available to students and staff, safety 
protocols, instructional practices, comprehen-
sive building improvement plans, and special 
education resources. 

“Some are required, some are expected, some 
are ambitious,” Smith said of the NEASC stan-
dards. Smith said schools are evaluated based 
on their individual resource availability, like the 
budget their town allots them. 

Schools are reviewed every 10 years. Smith 
said schools will work for years to prepare for 
the decennial event. In a more typical year, 
Smith said, he and a team of volunteers will 
visit a school, interview its officials, and review 

its evidence of having met NEASC standards.  
Normally, NEASC volunteers will visit 

schools in teams of eight and work for a few 
days or more evaluating the district. In the era 
of COVID-19, visits and interviews are virtual.

“I’m very committed to the process,” said 
Smith. “It’s very helpful as a blueprint for our 
own district.”

Since volunteering for NEASC, Smith has 
had a hand in the bureau’s shift from looking 
exclusively at a school’s course offerings and 
student performance to a more holistic ap-
proach. 

“In East Hampton, we have our ‘profile of the 
graduate’,” said Smith. “That’s become a key 
element [in a district’s accreditation], and we 
ensure there’s always one in place.”

Smith said the approach has evolved from 
“basic content knowledge” to asking schools to 
name what transferable skills students will have 
upon graduating and what students can achieve 
with their learning.

“We’re going in and asking schools to show 

us employable graduates, ready for careers af-
ter high school and after college,” said Smith. 
“This is an organization that I really believe in.”

Christmas is Coming to Haddam Neck Covenant Church
This Sunday, Dec. 20, “Love” the cat, from 

Farmer M’s Barn, will be at Haddam Neck Cov-
enant Church to help Pastor Tom Cowger ex-
plain the meaning of the fourth week of Advent. 
All are welcome to attend.

“Love” will help children learn how to ex-
perience the real meaning of Christmas – love. 

Worship is at 9 a.m. each Sunday at the 
church, located at 17 Haddam Neck Rd. Call 
the church office at 860-267-2336 any after-
noon Monday-Friday to reserve a space. When 
attending on Sunday, wear a mask. Your tem-
perature will be taken at the door and hand 
sanitizer is available. Safe distancing will be 
practiced. 

The service is also broadcast on Facebook 
Live at www.facebook.com/Haddam-Neck-
Covenant-Church, and is on YouTube about an 
hour after live worship.

As the church moves into the New Year, other 
barnyard friends will be joining the services to 
help teach children how the lessons they’ve 
learned this Advent of hope, peace, joy and love 
make them happier people.  

All are also invited to attend Christmas Eve, 
Dec. 24, at 5 p.m., for a special treat. There will 
be a special message from church pastor the 
Rev. Tom Cowger, a living nativity family, pup-
pets and special music and candlelight. 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

continues to be closed, although staff is avail-
able via phone (860-267-4426) and email (se-
niorcenter@easthamptonct.gov) through nor-
mal business hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For the lat-
est information, visit www.easthamptonct.gov/
east-hampton-senior-center. 

Online Program Registration: Register for 
programs online at MyActiveCenter.com. You 
will need your key-swipe tag number that you 
scan when you visit the center, as well as the 
phone number and email you used when origi-
nally registering at the senior center. Once reg-
istered for MyActiveCenter, you’ll only need 
your email and password to get back in. Call 
the senior center for assistance.

Overly Stressed? Struggling? East Hamp-
ton Social Services, in collaboration with the 
senior center, is offering group therapy sessions 
via Zoom Wednesdays from 2-3 p.m. To sign 

up, contact the senior center at 860-267-4426 or 
register online. Individual therapy is also avail-
able by appointment through East Hampton So-
cial Services at 860-267-9982.

Virtual Lunch Bunch: Every other Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. for an hour, via Zoom. Next date 
is Dec. 28. Register online, or contact the senior 
center for an invitation. 

Tai Chi with Tom Series: A new eight-week 
session runs Thursdays, Jan. 7-Feb. 25, from 
10-10:30 a.m. Cost is $40. Register online at 
MyactiveCenter.com.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. If in-
terested or for more information, including how 
to arrange payment, call 860-267-4426 or email 
jewing@easthampton.gov. 

Weekly Virtual Events: Register online via 
MyActiveCenter.com. Schedule: Bingo: Tues-
days at 1 p.m.; Yoga via Zoom: Wednesdays 
at 11:15 a.m.; Writing Our Lives to Open Our 
Hearts: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Call the 
center for more info.

Pen Pals: The center will match you with a 
pal who you can write to, back and forth. It may 
be a senior center friend or someone from the 
community. The center will supply all you need 
to participate. Call the center to sign up or for 
more information.

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Haddam 
Rd. (mailing address: P.O. Box 81), Middle 
Haddam, conducts Morning Prayer Sunday at 
10 a.m., with church school at 11 a.m. Both will 
be available on Zoom.

A special Advent service will be conducted at 
6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23, via Zoom.

The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge, the 
Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard handles Children’s 
Ministry, and Martha Alimi is the music direc-
tor.

For more information or if in need of pastoral 
assistance, call the church at 860-267-0287 or 
visit www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com.

Parks and Rec.
News and Notes

Parks and Recreation has announced the 
following. For full program descriptions or to 
register, call 860-267-7300 or visit easthamp-
tonrec.com. 

Holiday Jukebox Bingo: Wednesday, Dec. 
23, 6:30-7:30 p.m., via Zoom. Cost is $5/per-
son. 

Photography 101: Mondays and Wednes-
days, Dec. 28-Jan. 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the 
Town Hall Community Room, 1 Community 
Drive. Cost is $25.

Kids Bingo Winter Wonderland: Wednes-
day, Dec. 30, 4-5:30 p.m., at the Town Hall 
Community Room. Cost is $15/person. Dough-
nuts will be provided.

Morning and Afternoon Adventure: Parks 
and Recreation’s before and after school pro-
gram held at Memorial School has availability 
starting in January.

Dean’s List
Victoria Kelpen of East Hampton made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Nazareth College in 
Rochester, N.Y.
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80 East High Street, East Hampton

860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm Now open on Saturdays for emissions 
testing BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Even Santa shops for 
tires at Belltown Auto!

2020 has been an unprecedented year and
we are thankful each and every day for

our amazing customers and community.
From all of us at Belltown Motors,

we wish you a wonderful holiday season
and a prosperous new year!
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20
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BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

WE ACCEPT
ENERGY ASSISTANCE

RE12-18-20

Christmas Masses
at St. Patrick

This year, reservations are required for 
all interested in attending the celebration of 
Mass Christmas Eve and Christmas morn-
ing at St. Patrick Church, as the church is 
adhering to strict reduced capacity and so-
cial distancing and mask requirements. 

There will be vigil Mass at 4 p.m. and 
6 p.m. Christmas Eve, and Holy Mass at 
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Christmas morn-
ing. Once capacity for all Masses has been 
reached, additional Masses may be added 
to accommodate extra participants. 

Call the parish office at 860-267-6644 to 
reserve a spot.

Police News
11/13: David Limo, 33, of Vernon, was is-

sued a summons for misuse of plates and failure 
to drive right, East Hampton Police said.  

11/24: William Torres, 56, of Old Saybrook, 
turned himself in pursuant to a warrant and was 
charged with criminal violation of a protective 
order, police said.

11/25: Richard Collins, 50, of 52 Ridgeview 
Drive, turned himself in pursuant to a warrant 
for his arrest and was charged with disorderly 
conduct and first-degree threatening, police 
said. 

11/27: Jesse Colton, 21, of Middletown, was 
issued a summons for operating an unregistered 
motor vehicle, misuse of plates, operating a mo-
tor vehicle with a suspended license and operat-
ing a motor vehicle without minimal insurance, 
police said.

12/1: Daniel Read, 29, of Durham, was ar-
rested and charged with third-degree robbery, 
second-degree breach of peace, and sixth-de-
gree larceny, police said.

From Nov. 23-29, officers responded to four 
medical calls, four alarms, three motor vehicle 
crashes and 10 traffic stops, police said.

12/1: Kristin Mahoney, 40, of 9 Harlan Place, 

was charged with issuing a bad check and sixth-
degree larceny, East Hampton Police said. 

12/3: Todd Goodspeed, 30, of 85 N. Main 
St., was charged with interfering/resisting an 
officer, possession of drug paraphernalia, first-
degree failure to appear, and four counts of sec-
ond-degree failure to appear, police said. 

12/4: Christopher Scaplen, 36, of 18-1/2 
Wells Ave., was charged with violation of a 
protective order and second-degree threatening, 
police said. 

12/4: Heath Galvin, 31, of 54 Midwood Farm 
Rd., was charged with second-degree threaten-
ing, second-degree breach of peace, and third-
degree criminal mischief, police said.

12/7: Neil Baloga, 35, of Old Saybrook, was 
issued a summons for allowing operation of a 
motor vehicle without insurance, police said.  

12/7: Michael Fitzgerald, 62, of Plainfield, 
was issued a summons for operating a motor 
vehicle under suspension and failure to grant 
the right of way, police said.

Also, from Nov. 30-Dec. 6, officers re-
sponded to nine medical calls, three alarms, 11 
hazardous conditions and three motor vehicle 
crashes, and made 18 traffic stops, police said.

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands, a ministry of Cornerstone 

Bible Church, is open the first and third Sat-
urdays of each month. The ministry offers 
free gently-used clothing, household items, 
books, linens and more to community mem-
bers in need. 

Due to COVID-19, all must sign up for a 
time slot and wear a mask when entering. To 
register for a time slot, call 860-918-0784 or 
email jholm225@sbcglobal.net, on the Sun-
day before the open Saturday.

Helping Hands will accept donations 
only on the first and third Saturday of each 
month.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has made the following announcements. For 
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All patrons age 2 and 
up are required to wear masks that cover their 
nose and mouth in the library and observe so-
cial distancing. If unable or unwilling to wear 
a mask, call the library to schedule a curbside 
delivery. 

Stories and Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
via Zoom, for ages 1-5. No registration re-
quired. 

Family Bedtime Stories: Mondays at 6:30 
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This program 
combines stories, songs and literacy activities. 
Siblings, pajamas, and stuffed animal friends 
welcome. No registration required; just drop 
in.  However, you can register online to receive 
weekly reminders for storytime.

Take-and-Make New Year’s: Scheduled 
pick-up for the event is Thursday, Dec. 31, 
12:15 p.m., for ages 3-6, grades 1-5, and grades 
6-12. Registration required. Ring in the New 
Year with the public library. At noon, the library 
will post a balloon drop video to its Facebook 
page, so that all can count down together. Pick 
up your New Year’s take-and-make celebration 
kit on New Year’s Eve; balloon included! Reg-
istration required. 

Teen Advisory Tuesday: Next meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, 3 p.m., via Zoom. For grades 
eight-12. In this online program, students will 
come together to plan and create events and 
programs they want, and provide input to ex-
pand the library’s YA/Teen collection. The Teen 
Advisory Board requires a monthly commit-
ment and participation; upon registration, teens 
will receive an application and agreement to be 
completed prior to the first meeting. Registra-
tion and applications are being taken now.

Shop Local Holiday Raffle: For the third 
year in a row, the library will sponsor a Shop 
Local Holiday Raffle in the Village Center. For 
every purchase you make at a participating Vil-

lage Center store, you’ll receive a raffle ticket. 
Return the ticket to the library and you will be 
entered to win a gift basket stuffed with Village 
Center goodies and gift certificates. Raffle tick-
ets will be distributed through Dec. 22, and the 
drawing will be Dec. 23. Entrant need not be 
present to win.

Let it Glow! 2020 Jingle Bell Parade: 
Download a map at easthamptonpubliclibrary.
org/glow, load up your car, and tour the com-
munity to check out the best holiday lighting 
in town – and then vote on your favorite. Prizes 
will be awarded to winners. The competition 
runs through Dec. 23. 

How to Get Organized and Stay that Way!: 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. Are you 
finding yourself with more and more tasks to 
do, yet there’s never enough time to get every-
thing done? Are you stumped about how to ac-
commodate kids, spouse and yourself, learning 
and working virtually from home at the same 
time, or in limited space? In this program, learn 
practical solutions designed to motivate you and 
leave you thinking, “Now why didn’t I think of 
that?” Register online for the Zoom link

Residents Sought to Serve
The town continues to look for volunteers 

to serve on various boards, commissions and 
agencies. 

Currently with vacancies are: Arts & Cul-
ture Commission, Brownfields Redevelopment 
Agency, Clean Energy Task Force, Conserva-
tion-Lake Commission, Design Review Board, 
Ethics Commission, Housing Authority, Inland 
Wetlands Watercourses Agency, Library Advi-
sory Board, and Middle Haddam Historic Dis-
trict Commission.

Applications are available in the town man-
ager’s office at 1 Community Drive or at www.
easthamptonct.gov.
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Open Every Day 8-6
Including Sunday 9-6

93 EAST HIGH STREET
RT. 66, EAST HAMPTON
PHONE — 860-267-0143
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of our loyal customers for your continued 
patronage again this year.  We understand you 

have many options when it comes to your
home & garden supplies and appreciate that
you choose us to fulfill some of your needs.

Your support through the year allows us
to continue to donate thousands to our

LocaL communitY that we love.

From the Peszynski, Kelley & Clark Families 
and Paul’s & Sandy’s Too Staff —

We wish you a Merry Christmas and 
a Safe, Healthy & Happy New Year!

We still have 
Cemetery Boxes, 

Xmas Trees & 
Poinsettias!

OPen On Xmas eve unTil 4pm

Gift 
Certificates 

20% OFF
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spine.foundation orthoinfo.org

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/BACKVETSUP

BACKVETSUP#

Spine impairment is a leading cause of disability for veterans—and it’s on 
the rise. We urge Americans to back vets up by joining our efforts to treat and 

defeat these injuries. Get involved, our website is a great place to start.

AAOS_Vets16PSA_News_6.4375x7.indd   1 1/6/16   4:13 PM
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Mercy Honor Roll
The following students made the Mercy High 

School Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 
2020-21 school year:

High Honors
East Hampton: Reilly Keegan and Grace 

Riegler, Grade 12; Harper Carlson, Grade 10.
Middle Haddam: Cecilia Rossi, Grade 12.

Honors
East Hampton: Mairan Hall, Grade 10.

Fire Department Santa Runs
The escalating COVID-19 situation has 

necessitated some significant changes to the 
format of this year’s Santa Runs sponsored 
by members of the East Hampton Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

Santa will be perched high upon a fire 
truck as he tours through the various neigh-
borhoods in East Hampton. However, he will 
not be able to stop for pictures or to interact 
directly with children, as he has in the past. 

The runs will begin at approximately 5:30 
p.m. each night and will closely follow the 
itineraries shown below. Emergency re-
sponses or inclement weather may force a 
delay or cancellation of any particular eve-
ning’s event and there will be no reschedules. 
Any changes to the schedule below and all 
updated information will be posted on the 
Fire Department’s Facebook page as soon as 
practical. 

Dec. 18 – Northwestern Section: Main 
Street (from Barton Hill to Route 66), Spice 
Hill, Tarragon (upper), Nutmeg, Tarragon 
(lower), Curry, Saffron, Arden, Champion 
Hill, Abbey, Anderson, Flannery, Cone, 
Childs Road (66 to Middle School), North 
Main, Hills Avenue, Fairlawn, Melburn, Lau-
rel Glen, Sherry Drive, North Maple, Maple-
wood, Beechcrest, North Main, Christopher, 

West Drive, Bellwood Court, Edgemere Con-
dos, Clark Hill, Waterview, Mountainview, 
Hilltop, Sunrise, Skyline, Highland, Tiffany, 
Midwood Farm, Stonegate, North Cone.

Dec. 19 – Village/Metro Section: Lakev-
iew, Bishop Hill, Summit, Bevin Blvd, Bar-
ton Hill, Crescent, Steepleview, Oak Knoll, 
Maple, Forest Glen, Forest, Hyde Farm, 
Mary Ann Drive, Hayes, East Hayes, Childs 
Road (off Forest), Forest to Skinner, Edger-
ton, Chatham Fields, Huckleberry, Sunset, 
Cedar Ridge, Holly, Smith, Dogwood, Royal 
Oaks area, Arch, Viola, Flanders, Daly, Pe-
causett, Portage, Bear Swamp, Peach Farm, 
Whispering Woods, Town Line Drive, Or-
chard View, Flanders to Route 196, Walnut.

Dec. 20 – Northeastern Section: Old 
Marlborough Road, Poet’s area, Lake Vista 
Drive, Edgewater Hill, Laurel Ridge, Indig-
enous Peoples’ area, Lake Drive, Staeth, Aar-
on’s, White Birch (lower), Ridgeview, White 
Birch (upper), Country Lane, Tammie Ann 
Dr., Berskshire, Chapman, Elmwood, Birch-
wood, Crestwood, Fernwood, Mott Hill, 
Brack Farm, Mott Hill to Lake Dr. Candle-
wood, Raymond, Pococtopaug Dr, Auburn 
Knoll, Island View, Blue Heron, Eastham 
Bridge, Seven Hills Crossing.

 Evacuation Cribs… In early December, the East Hampton Rotary Club provided 
a grant to KOCO Child Care Center for the purchase of two evacuation cribs. Since 
the move to their new location on Long Crossing Road last year, KOCO was able to 
expand their program serving children under the age of 3. The added enrollment in-
creased the number of evacuation cribs needed. Evacuation cribs have special wheels 
that allow for the safe evacuation of infants during emergencies. KOCO Child Care 
Center said it is grateful for the of the East Hampton Rotary Club. Pictured from 
left are Texas Adaskaveg, Lillian Capetta, Skylar DeMay and Sawyer Gribko.

 O Christmas Tree… Even though things are a bit different this year, East Hamp-
ton Nursery School head teacher Wendy Zimmerman and assistant teacher Maggie 
Nablo are doing their best to keep their yearly tradition going. Instead of going to 
Lost Spring Farm in East Hampton with the 4-year-old class as they have done for so 
many years, “Mr. Joe” – a.k.a. Joe Goodreau, owner of Lost Spring Farm, brought 
the tree to them! He’s shown here with the class.

Grant Applications Welcome
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects that enrich the lives of 
East Hampton residents through the arts. Dead-
line to apply is April 1, 2021; email applications 
to arts@easthamptonct.org.

There are two $500 grants available. Grants 
will be awarded to East Hampton individuals or 
organizations the commission determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/

or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success, and the organization’s or 
project’s accessibility and service to the East 
Hampton community. 

Grant recipients must credit the East Hamp-
ton Arts and Culture Commission on all press 
releases, posters, print advertising and pro-
grams. 

An interview may be requested of the can-
didate prior to awarding the grant. An update 
of your progress will be required six months 
after the award date, and a final report will be 
required one year after the award date.

Applications are available at www.arts-
foreasthamptonct.org and can be submitted to 
arts@easthamptonct.org or to the town man-
ager’s office at Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, 
East Hampton, CT 06424. Check out last year’s 
grant winners at www.artsforeasthamptonct.org

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
vOlunTeerS & FOSTer hOmeS neeDeD – For information call: 860-569-0722

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org
Protectors of Animals, Inc.

144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

“Pet of the Week”
As white as a star, as soft as 
an early morning snowfall, 
and as fluffy as the trim 
on Santa’s coat, five year 
old Juno is the perfect 
winter cat. Juno may look 
like an ice princess, she is R

E
12

-1
8-

20

The word “Frank” means 
open, straightforward, 
honest, unmistakable. 
This makes our Frankie 
well named. This friendly 
two year old is open to 
new people and new 

actually a sweetheart. Pet her and she purrs, pressing her cheek 
against your hand. Found outside as a stray, Juno is touchingly 
happy to be warm, fed, and safe. She doesn’t expect pampering. A 
kind word and a gentle touch is more than enough for her. But we 
think that Juno deserves to be someone’s spoiled darling.

experiences...everyone he meets is a new friend. Frankie is 
perfectly straightforward about what he wants: petting, playing, and 
then a little more petting. His charm is unmistakable. And look at 
those eyes! Frankie is winning lots of hearts at the shelter, but to be 
honest we think he would rather be going home with you.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Hours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
For Men, WoMen And CHildren

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
Services By Appointments Only
— including same-day appointments —
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860-295-9251  8 Independence Drive Marlborough
Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
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Town Will Pay $50,000 for Wiring at Pump Station
By Karla Santos 

Last Wednesday, the Board of Finance agreed 
to spend $50,000 on a new electrical service for 
water pumps at the pump station.

The payment, which is part of the lease 
agreement for the recent sale of the Municipal 
Water Company, will come from the town’s 
capital non-recurring funds account.  

On Thursday, the Board of Selectmen award-
ed the bid for installing the electrical service 
to Stula Enterprises and authorized the First Se-
lectman to enter into the contract. 

Once the project is completed, the wellfield 
– which is currently supplied with primary and 
backup power via Marlborough Elementary 
School – will have its own electrical service, as 
required by the sales contract. 

Wednesday evening, prior to approving the 
payment, the Board of Finance held a public 
hearing on the matter.  

While only two members of the public spoke 
during the hearing, members of the Board of Fi-
nance and First Selectman Greg Lowrey had a 
lengthy discussion about the way they interpret 
the language of the lease agreement. 

Board of Finance member, Ken Hjulstrum 
pointed out that when he was reading the land 
lease agreement, he realized that it stated that 
the lessee, which is Aquarion, “at its sole ex-
pense shall arrange for its own separately me-
tered electrical supply service from the local 
utility company” and questioned why the town 
was taking on the $50,000 expense. 

“The lease agreement very clearly states that 
Aquarion is responsible for doing this at their 
expense,” Hjulstrom said. 

First Selectman Greg Lowrey, in disagree-
ment with Hjulstrom, explained that the lease 
agreement refers to the electrical service, not 

wiring, and said the $50,000 was for the wiring.  
Lowrey said the lease and closing documents 

were prepared on the understanding that the 
wiring would already be completed but that be-
cause of several delays, it wasn’t.  

“In fact, we have a separate agreement where 
Aquarion will be reimbursing the school for 
electrical service until the wiring is complete,” 
Lowrey said. 

Finance Board Chairman Susan Leser asked 
Lowrey why the closing, which took place on 
Nov. 30, happened before the electrical changes 
were made. 

Lowrey said there were two timelines, one 
for getting the electrical work done and the 
other for the closing.  

He said the closing should’ve happened in the 
spring, but there were a lot of delays in the Pub-
lic Utilities Regulatory Authority hearings.  

“It’s a dynamic situation with these two time-
lines; that they did not crossover neatly is re-
ally a function of a lot of variables related to 
the bidding process and the regulatory process,” 
Lowrey said. 

Hjulstrom then argued that the same section 
of the lease concerns electrical consumption 
and service and asked what it costs to power the 
well system each year. 

“Because I’m questioning whether it makes 
sense to spend $50,000,” he said. “It seems like 
it’s a long payback.”

Hjulstrom said he wondered if it would make 
more sense to leave things as they were and 
credit the school or bill Aquarion for consump-
tion.

Lowrey said that they were talking about a 
regulated utility and said that the annual cost of 
running the wellfield was about $3,600.  

“We anticipate that the school will have a 

slightly lower electrical cost once this wiring is 
complete,” he said. 

Hjulstrom said he still thought it was a “big 
expense.” 

Then Leser asked Lowrey if he looked for 
a legal opinion on the matter. Lowrey said he 
discussed it with an attorney on the day of the 
closing, after the closing and the attorney inter-
preted the agreement the way he had. 

Board of Finance member Liz Gorgo-
glione asked if the attorney could submit his 
legal opinion on the issue in writing. Lowrey 
said he thought that was “unnecessary.”  

Gorgoglione said she also thinks the word-
ing in the document implies that Aquarion is 
responsible for the $50,000 expense.  

Lowrey said Aquarion was required to reveal 
a list of capital investments it would make over 
the next five years in its application to Con-
necticut Public Utilities Regulatory Authority 
[PURA]; and that list does not include the wir-
ing.  

“If Aquarion was going to do that investment, 
they were required to disclose that to PURA,” 
he said. 

Before the meeting ended, resident Lou-
ise Concodello spoke and said she had been 
following the process of the project. She noted 
that it started in May 2019 and that recently, Pe-
ter Hughes, Town Planner, sent a letter to the 
Board of Selectmen saying that as part of the 
sale of the water system, the pump station needs 

to have its own electrical service line and meter.  
The Board of Finance meeting started imme-

diately after the hearing and made two motions 
regarding the project.  

Their first motion was to retire a previously 
planned project related to the water system, so 
they could reallocate the funds for the new proj-
ect. All board members voted in favor. 

The second motion – to spend the $50,000 on 
the new electrical service – passed with Hjul-
strom voting no, Gorgoglione abstaining and 
the rest of the board in favor. 

The next day, when the Board of Selectmen 
agreed to award the bid to Stula, Selectman Joe 
Asklar voted against the motion. 

Before the motion passed, selectmen dis-
cussed the issue and Asklar raised the same is-
sue the Board of Finance had discussed the pre-
vious evening, saying he had read the contract. 

“The term service keeps coming up and the 
question is how do we define service and ex-
actly what is it,” Asklar said. 

He also asked who was responsible for pay-
ing for the service and said he interprets the 
land lease agreement as if it was the responsi-
bility of Aquarion to pay for the service and not 
the tax payers of the town. 

“I don’t have any qualms whatsoever about 
moving forth with this,” Selectman Amy Tra-
versa said. “I understood it from the very be-
ginning when we were first talking about the 
project and all the way through.” 

Historical Society News
Marlborough Historical Society has an-

nounced the following pieces of news: 
Architectural Surveys: The society is con-

tinuing to conduct architectural surveys of the 
historic structures throughout the town. This 
will update the 1998 survey conducted by 
David Ransom. For more information, email 
mhs@marlboroughhistory.org or write to the 
society at MHS, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, 
CT 06447.

2021 Calendars: Calendars are available for 
purchase either online at www.marlboroughhis-
tory.org or at 17 School Drive. Cost is $18. 

Reflections Into Marlborough’s History: 
Marlborough’s complete 296-page history book 
is once again available for purchase. Cost is 
$50. More information is at www.marlborough-

history.org.
Lost in History: The historical society is 

looking for any photographs of South School. 
The school was located close to where the exit 
15 off ramp is now. It was standing in the 1930s 
but abandoned. People are asked to contact the 
society if they have any photographs that may 
depict this school.

Donations and Proceeds: Marlborough His-
torical Society is a nonprofit organization. To 
make a tax-deductible donation to aid in its his-
toric preservation efforts, visit www.marlbor-
oughhistory.org or mail to Marlborough His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 
06447. All proceeds from sales of calendars and 
the Reflections book go to support the society.

Richmond Library News & Notes
The Richmond Memorial Library building, 

located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but 
there are many services still being offered. For 
more information, call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Library2Go Curbside Pickup: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Window Browsing: While the library build-
ing remains closed to the public, the library is 
now offering window browsing for adults. Stop 
by and peek through the windows on the adult 
side of the building. If you see something you 
like, call the library during curbside hours and 
staff will check it out and run it outside for you. 
If you are visiting during hours when staff is not 
available, you can place a hold online.

Book Drop: The book drop is open. Items 
are quarantined for three days (72 hours) before 
being checked in. Overdue fines are not accru-
ing at this time. 

Curbside Printing: Email a JPEG, DOC, 
or PDF to richmondprograms@gmail.com and 
staff will print it for you. Standard printing 
charges still apply; the first two pages are free, 
then 25 cents per black and white page and 50 
cents per color page. Exact change must be put 
in a sealed envelope with your name on it and 
left in the library book drop. Staff will contact 
you when the item is available for pick-up. Al-
low up to one full business day.

Parks and Rec Programs
Parks & Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For full descriptions or to register, visit 
marlboroughct.recdesk.com and click on “pro-
grams,” stop by the office at Town Hall, 26 N. 
Main St., or call 860-295-6203. 

Adult Programs: Barre/Pilates – Mondays: 
Through Dec. 28, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Class instruc-
tion is virtual. Fee is $15 per week to drop in. 

Barre/Pilates – Wednesdays: Through Dec. 
30, 6-7 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is 
$15 per week to drop in.

Yoga – Mondays: Through Dec. 28, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee: $15 
per week to drop in. 

Yoga – Tuesdays: Through Dec. 29, 9:30-
10:30 a.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $15 
per week to drop in. 

Youth Program: Horseback Riding Les-
sons: For ages 5 and up. Lessons are private and 
are an hour; days and times are flexible. Fee: four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs: Cost is 
$35 each. Order forms are online and at Town 
Hall.

Democrats Seek
to Fill Seats

The Marlborough Democratic Town Com-
mittee is accepting applications from registered 
Democrats, Independents and unaffiliated vot-
ers to serve on local boards and commissions. 

Current openings include seats on the Plan-
ning Commission, Economic Development 
Commission, Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion, and the Nature Trails and Sidewalks Com-
mission. The DTC is also looking for individu-
als to serve as alternates on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, Economic Development Commission, 
and the Water Pollution Control Authority.

For more information, call Amy Traversa at 
860-771-1134 or Betty O’Brien at 860-573-
0552.
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Merry Christmas and
Happy & Healthy

New Year to all my 
wonderful 
customers, 

family & friends!
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Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447
hours: Mon 8am-noon; Tues-Thur 8am-8pm; Fri 8am-2:30pm; sat 8am-2pm
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Kristee at Good Hair Day
offering haircuts for men and boys

call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

Men’s cut $19
Kids 14 & under $16

Military, First Responders
& Seniors $16
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

SeamleSS gutterS
weneedgutterS.com 860.563.8820
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Free estimates
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection

Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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New Italian Restaurant Opens Its Doors
By Karla Santos 

Tony Mangiafico sees his mother as a “quiet 
hero.” She was a military wife that spent a lot 
of time behind the stove while raising five chil-
dren, supporting her husband and learning Eng-
lish on her own. 

That’s why Mangiafico, of Manchester, 
named his new Italian restaurant “Zina’s Cuci-
na,” in honor of his mother. 

Zina’s Cucina, located in the heart of Marlbor-
ough, opened its doors to the public on Dec. 5. 

Zina’s Cucina is the reflection of the kitchen 
of Mangiafico’s mother, who cooked original 
Italian dishes for her family all the time, he said. 

Mangiafico said he had the idea of opening 
up a restaurant when he used to drive by the res-
taurant’s building – 17 North Main St. – on his 
way to the shore to go fishing.  

“I always said to myself, ‘That’ll be a great 
place to have a restaurant,’” Mangiafico said. 

One day he decided to stop by and talk to the 
owner of the building, who told Mangiafico he 
was in agreement with having the space used 
to offer the community “something that was 
needed.” Mangiafico leased the space. 

This is Mangiafico’s first time owning a res-
taurant and has he never been a cook. 

He called the restaurant a “family business,” 
as his nephew Marc Mangiafico serves as the 
executive chef. 

Mangiafico said that before opening the busi-
ness, he was getting ready to leave his job as a 
grocery broker. He said he didn’t retire; he just 
didn’t like what he was doing. 

Mangiafico said cooking is his nephew’s pas-
sion, and thought that Marc could handle the 
kitchen. 

“I knew that I could do the accounting and 
I knew he could do the cooking,” Mangiafico 
said. 

* * *
Mangiafico – who has Italian roots – said that 

one day he was with his family brainstorming 
names for the business. He said they started to 
think about individuals in their family with a 

story they could portray by naming the restau-
rant in their honor. 

“The first thing I thought of was my mother,” 
Mangiafico said. “She loved to cook and every-
body loved her food.” 

In Mangiafico’s family, they always planned 
meals ahead of time, making food “a huge part 
of my growing up,” he said. 

He said his mother Vincenza Providence La-
Bruna – who everybody knew as Zina – was 
always quiet but smiling. 

Mangiafico’s mother was born in Hartford, 
but before age two, she was living in Italy. She 
moved back to Hartford when she was 17 years 
old and started to work in a factory, manufac-
turing military equipment. At that time, women 
were doing that kind of work because most men 
were at war. Mangiafico said that at that point, 
his mother spoke only Italian and didn’t know 
how to drive. Mangiafico’s mother and father 
met at work when his father was a sailor in the 
Navy. Mangiafico’s parents had five children to-
gether. His mother learned English on her own 
while raising her children, Mangiafico said. 

“She was a big inspiration of mine,” Man-
giafico said. “She was the driving force behind 
the restaurant.” 

He said the idea was based on her legacy as a 
quiet woman, who spent a lot of time behind the 
stove while raising five children, supporting her 
husband and not being able to drive. 

“She was a quiet hero,” he said, adding that 
she passed away at age 96 in 2017. 

Some of the recipes at the restaurant are his 
mother’s recipes, Mangiafico said. 

Marc Mangiafico was Zina’s grandson. He 
said that when he was little, he used to stand on 
a stool and watch his grandmother cook. 

“That’s kind of how I got into cooking,” Marc 
Mangiafico said. “I’ve always loved it.” 

He said his cooking career started in high 
school, when he became a dishwasher. He then 
went to Johnson & Wales University. He said he 
has traveled and worked in a variety of restau-
rants across the country including some promi-

nent ones. 
“I became like a fix-it; when restaurants were 

in trouble I would come and reorganize it, I 
would redesign the menu to the demographic,” 
Marc Mangiafico said. 

He said he is glad his uncle is honoring his 
grandmother through the restaurant. He said his 
grandmother was the “happiest lady” he ever 
met.  

“She could never look at me and not laugh,” 
Marc Mangiafico said. 

He said he not only loves the concept of the 
restaurant, but he enjoys working with his uncle 
and aunt, Margaret Mangiafico. 

“My aunt knows my grandmother’s recipes,” 
Marc Mangiafico said. “She cooked alongside 
Zina. So it’s really nice. I see my grandmother 
in my aunt so much.” 

“I hope we honor her well,” Marc Mangiafico 
continued. “I hope she’s looking down on us, I 
hope she’s proud of me.”

The restaurant is take-out only for the mo-
ment. Right now, the team is focusing on re-

fining the take-out business so that when they 
open up for dine in, take-out will. be solid, Tony 
Mangiafico said. 

He said he started to plan for the restaurant 
before the pandemic and decided to open the 
business because when he posted something 
about it on the Marlborough, CT Happenings 
and Community Facebook page, he received an 
“overwhelming response.” 

“Everybody was excited,” Mangiafico said. 
He said he feels “great” he was able to open 

his business and added that the community’s re-
sponse is even “stronger” now than before the 
opening. 

“People love the food, the originality of it,” 
he said. 

Mangiafico said something he likes about 
his business model is that he and his team are 
transparent about how they prepare the food. 
The kitchen area and ingredients are exposed 
“so that people can see exactly what’s going on 
in the kitchen.” 

The restaurant is open Tuesday through Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and is closed on 
Sundays. 

To learn more about the business, please 
email www.zinascucina.com or call 860-365-
5940.

Congregational Church News
The Sunday worship service at the Marlbor-

ough Congregational Church is livestreamed 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. through the church 
website, mcc.marlcongchurch.org, and follows 
the usual order of Sunday worship. 

Weekly participants include church pastor 
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski, 
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians 
and participants from the church and commu-
nity. A Message for the Children by Christian 
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson 
is given immediately following the worship ser-
vice. 

The fourth Sunday of Advent will be cele-
brated Dec. 20 at 10 a.m. The Rev. Bob Faulha-
ber will lead worship. His sermon title is “How 
Words Becoming Flesh,” based on John 1:1-14. 
During the four Sundays in Advent a ceremo-
ny of lighting the Advent wreath candles with 

words of hope, joy, love and peace takes place 
during the worship service.

Sunday services are recorded and available 
for viewing on the church website later that 
same day. All previous worship services can be 
viewed through the webpage.

Christmas Eve: Worship will be live online 
at 8 p.m. through mcc.marlcongchurch.org. 
Weather permitting, the community is invited 
to a Christmas Eve candle-lighting in front of 
the church at 9:30 p.m., featuring the singing of 
“Silent Night” performed by a church musician. 
Masks are required.

Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church 
office at 860-295-9050.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning 
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New 
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Police News 
12/7: State Police said Gabriel Orozco, 27, 

of Vernon, was arrested and charged for driv-
ing under the influence and with a suspended 
license.

12/11: State Police said Jennifer Marcaurel, 
44, of 7 Main St., Apt. 1 A, East Hampton, was 
arrested and charged with disorderly conduct 
and violation of protective order.

Marlborough Coat Drive
All are asked to donate clean gently-used or 

new coats and hats/scarves/mittens this holiday 
season. The Marlborough Democratic Town 
Committee is accepting coats outside of the Old 
Country Store at The Shops at Marlborough 
Barn on North Main Street and outside of the 
old Dunkin’ Donuts.

Items will be donated to the Marlborough 
Food Bank and overflow will be sent to other 
charitable organizations.

 From left to right Tony, Margaret and Marc Mangiafico are part of the team at 
Zina’s Cucina, a new Italian restaurant in Marlborough. The restaurant’s name is in 
honor of Tony’s mother, and some of the menu items were her own original recipes.
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas
from our family to yours!

Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD
Marlborough Family Dental

14 Jones Hollow Road, Suite 15, Marlborough, CT (860) 295-8132
marlboroughfamilydental.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Kullen, Melissa, Kiley & Aubrey Gallagher

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound Behind Citgo
www.northeastautoandtruck.com

We Are Open Monday–Friday 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

Full Service repair

TOWiNG ServiceS availaBle!
FOreiGN & DOmeSTic!
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We Sell Used Cars & Offer Propane 
Refills at our Filling Station.

If you are new to our
community, we welcome you!
Come in and try our services.

We Welcome 2021!
Wishing You All A Safe
& Blessed New Year!

We are glad to say
so long to 2020.

Christmas Tree Sales
The East Glastonbury Fish and Game Club 

will sell Christmas trees this Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 19 and 20, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each 
day. The club is located on Planeta Road in 
Marlborough, just off West Road.  

All trees are $30. Cut your own or ask for as-
sistance. There will be members present to help 
you cut and load your tree. For more informa-
tion, visit www.egfg.org.

‘Virtual Giving Tree’
for Food Bank

Marlborough Food Bank is looking to help 
local families and seniors who are currently 
struggling financially this holiday season, via a 
“Virtual Giving Tree.”

Due to COVID-19 concerns, the lobby of 
Marlborough’s Liberty Bank will be closed 
through the holidays. In lieu of the Liberty 
Bank Giving Tree, a “Virtual Giving Tree” 
has been established. If interested in making 
a donation, email Marlborough Food Bank at 
MFBXMAS@gmail.com. The food bank will 
help to match you with the wishes of a senior 
or family. 

The food bank said gift cards for local gro-
cery stores, restaurants, Walmart, Target, etc., 
as well as gas cards, are always welcome. 

Honor Roll
The following local students made the honor 

roll at Howell Cheney Technical High School 
for the first quarter of the 2020-21 school year:

High Honors
Logan Kolakowski, Grade Nine.

Honors
Ryan Martins, Grade Nine; Talan Shaye 

Stockburger, Grade Nine.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. The Rev. Thomas 
J. Sas is pastor, John McKaig is deacon and 
the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. The 
church office can be reached at 860-295-0001 
or. For more information, visit www.stjfchurch.
org, or look for the church on Facebook (Saint 
John Fisher Roman Catholic Church) or Twitter 
(@StJohnFisher_CT). 

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 
a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks required. A 
maximum of 44 parishioners is able to attend 
each Mass; pre-registration required (on the 
church website via a live link available Thurs-
day mornings). Contact the parish office with 
questions. 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday and Thursday at 
8:30 a.m. Appropriate spatial distancing and 
use of masks are required and disinfectants will 
be provided.

Online Mass: Each weekend’s Mass is also 
available on the parish website, starting at 4 
p.m. Saturdays. 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Face-to-face office visits 
are limited due to COVID-19 regulations. Call 
before heading over or connect via the phone. 

Youth Faith Formation Programs: There 
are currently virtual classes and continued 
outreach; grades 1-8 should contact Faith For-
mation Coordinator Theresa Brysgel at 860-
830-2194 or tbrysgel@stjfchurch.org, and 
Confirmation Grades 9-10 should contact Con-
firmation Director Jen O’Neill at oneill.jen@
comcast.net. 

Youth Group and Youth Leadership “Teen 

Emmaus”: High school students continue vir-
tual meetings and connections. Contact O’Neill 
or information. 

Adult Faith Formation: Contact O’Neill for 
information on program offerings and virtual 
opportunities. 

RCIA and Adult Confirmation Programs: 
For more information, contact RCIA Coordina-
tor James Castellani at jcast@stjfisher.org or 
860-295-9904.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. Appropriate spatial distanc-
ing and use of masks are required and disinfec-
tants will be provided.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catho-
lic men are invited to contact Michael Schadtle 
at 860-295-9701 for information about joining 
this international charitable and service frater-
nity.

Community Outreach and Service: Bring 
food or household donations directly to Marl-
borough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday 
mornings; sandwich-making and collection 
continues on the last Thursday of the month 
for St. Vincent DePaul in Middletown; and the 
Community Garden to benefit the Marlborough 
Food Bank is underway. Other service oppor-
tunities are scheduled monthly; see the church 
website for more details. 

Someone in Need: If you or someone you 
know is in need, whether it be someone to talk 
to, someone to pray with, or anything else that 
you think the church could help with, reach out 
to Sas at 860-295-0067 or McKaig at 860-918-
4084. You can also email McKaig at dcn.john@
cox.net.

Please Support Your 
Local Businesses!

They need us more than ever
in these uncertain times!

Thank you to all those on
the front lines and behind

the scenes keeping us going!

Thank 
You!

Stay 
Healthy!



Page 24 NEWS BULLETIN • December 18, 2020

Marlborough
Barbara Jean Stepien

Barbara Jean Stepien, 
68, of Marlborough, 
passed away Saturday, 
Dec. 12, at Middlesex 
Hospital, following a val-
iant battle with cancer. 
Born in Hartford Aug. 18, 
1952, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Americus & 
Ruth (Waterman) Thomas.

As a young woman, 
Barbara met Joseph Stepi-
en, who quickly swept her 
off her feet; the couple married June 15, 1974, 
and made their home in Hartford. In 1984, the 
couple moved to Marlborough, where they have 
resided ever since. 

Barbara worked as a bookkeeper for over 30 
years at Acme Auto Supply and worked for Con-
necticut Fair Plan for another 18 years, until her 
retirement just a few weeks ago. She was a com-
municant of St. John Fisher Church.

Barbara loved to be outdoors; she enjoyed gar-
dening, taking walks, and just being surrounded 
by the beauty and peace of nature. She was an 
animal lover with an affinity for cats.

In addition to her beloved husband of over 46 
years, Barbara will be forever loved and remem-
bered by her brother, Robert Thomas of New 
Britain; her sister, Arlene Colantuano of New 
Britain; many nieces, nephews, cousins, extend-
ed family members and friends; and her beloved 
cats, Buddy, Joey and Peek.

Walk-through calling hours will be held Satur-
day, Dec. 19, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., with 
a memorial service at 1 p.m., at St. John Fisher 
Church, 30 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough. 
Burial will take place at a later date in the spring.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Bar-
bara’s name may be made to the American Can-
cer Society, www.cancer.org/donate.

For online condolences, please visit www.au-
roramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Hebron
Susan Kay Kauffman

Susan Kay (Trautman) Kauffman passed 
away peacefully Wednesday, Dec. 9. She bat-
tled Alzheimer ’s disease with grace, dignity 
and persistence for many years. She leaves the 
love of her life, her husband, Lee Gagnon. 

Sue was the only child of the late Charles and 
Ruth Trautman. She learned unconditional love 
from her father and she bestowed such upon 
her children: Kim (Pete) Bates of East Lyme, 
Scot (Tracy) Kauffman of Hebron, and Jennifer 
(Chandler) Stroh of Houston, Texas. Her chil-
dren and grandchildren always brought a light 
to her eyes when she thought of them, let alone 
when she got to spend time with them. She loved 
her grandchildren with all her heart: Andy, Tim 
and Julia Bates, Kathryn and Brandon Kauff-
man, and Suzie and Alex Granados and Tristan 
Stroh. She also leaves her stepchildren and their 
families: Debbie Tymm, Steve Gagnon, Mike 
Gagnon, Terry Driscoll, Becky Anders and Dan 
Gay; as well as many cousins, especially Genny 
Smyers Buxton of Bath, Maine.

She was raised in Cheswick, Pa., and gradu-
ated from Springdale High School. She earned 
a degree from Gettysburg College, including 
spending a semester at American University 
working with the Soviet delegation. She ob-
tained her master’s degree from the University 
of Connecticut.

Sue raised her children, worked at Sobstad 
Sailmakers, taught at Parish Hill High School 
and was assistant principal and then principal of 
Granby Memorial Middle School. She thrived 
on her work with her students and staff and 
greatly enjoyed the annual eighth grade trips to 
Washington, D.C. She also loved exchanging 
barbs with anyone with a quick wit!

She and Lee spent their retirement in Farm-
ington, Charlestown, R.I., and Port Orange, 
Fla., prior to her moving to Waterford. They 
loved to travel and especially enjoyed their trips 
to Europe and Russia. They participated in ball-
room dancing competitions and enjoyed gather-
ing with friends and family.

Her family is grateful to the caregivers at 
Atria, Vitas and the 5.2 staff at L&M Hospital 
for the care, kindness and friendship they gave 
Sue. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be a 
celebration of Sue’s life at a later date.

Among her many volunteer pursuits, she was 
most passionate about working with The Inter-
val House. In lieu of flowers, she and her fam-
ily would appreciate donations be made in her 
name to The Interval House, PO Box 340207, 
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Hartford, CT 06134-0207. 

The Neptune Society is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Youth Baseball
Seeks Coaches

Each year, RHAM Youth Baseball creates 
two competitive tournament teams that par-
ticipate in additional spring and summer games 
outside of our regular recreational seasons. 

Historically, two teams have been created – a 
Minor League team (predominantly 10-year-
olds) and a Major League team (predominantly 
12-year-olds). Based on interest, the possibility 
exists that an 11-year-old team may also be cre-
ated that would incorporate both the 11-year-
old and 10-year-old players. Note: players on 
these teams are also required to participate in 
the recreational league. The Tournament Team 
is an additional commitment and considered 
‘bonus play’ above and beyond the recreational 
season. 

At this time, interested coaches should sub-
mit a brief narrative as to why they are inter-
ested and qualified to coach either team. Submit 
narratives no later than Monday, Dec. 14 to the 
following people:

President Ed Lavoie: edlavoie23@gmail.
com, Cal Ripken Director Rob Schadtle, rob-
88guard@yahoo.com; Secretary Ryan Price: 
ryan.d.price@usps.gov.

For more information, visit www.rhamyouth-
baseball.org or look for RHAM Youth Baseball 
on Facebook.

AHM Project
Graduation Fundraiser

AHM Youth and Family Services is of-
fering a virtual puzzle-solving adventure 
from now through Jan. 3, to raise funds for 
RHAM Project Graduation, a drug- and 
alcohol-free celebration held from 9 p.m.-4 
a.m. the night of graduation. 

Until Jan. 3, Puzzle Break is donating 
10% of total sales to Project Graduation. 
Find hidden clues, solve puzzles and un-
ravel a mystery before time runs out – all 
from your own homes. All bookings are pri-
vate; just your family and friends will play. 
Group size can be as small as three people 
and as large as 12. Plan on 90 minutes for 
this adventure. Cost is $25 per person; re-
member to reference coupon code “PG21” 
for $2 off ticket price. Gift certificates for 
a virtual experience are included in this 
fundraiser, and can be used long after the 
fundraiser ends.

Go to www.ahmyouth.org and select 
“Project Graduation” from the menu for 
more information and to register.

Contact Jenn Boehler, AHM Project 
Graduation coordinator, at 860-228-9488 
ext. 12 or jenniferb@AHMYouth.org for 
more information.

RHAM High School seniors Bailey Ayer, left, and Kaylin Hadley recently signed 
National Letters of Intent. The students will continue their educational and athletic 
careers at, respectively, the University of Vermont and Central Connecticut State 
University.

Students Sign Letters of Intent
RHAM High School and the Athletic Depart-

ment have announced Class of 2021 student-
athletes Bailey Ayer and Kaylin Hadley recently 
signed National Letters of Intent, committing to 
continue their educational and athletic careers 
at NCAA Division 1 Colleges.

Ayer, of Andover, signed her Letter of Intent 
Nov. 11 to attend the University of Vermont, 
where she plans to play soccer and study bio-
logical sciences. Ayer, who is also a National 
Honor Society member, competed for the 
RHAM varsity girls’ soccer team three out of 

four high school seasons, leading the team to 
a conference championship in her junior year. 
She was also twice named as an All-New Eng-
land Coaches selection. 

Hadley, of Hebron, signed her Letter of In-
tent Nov. 12 to attend Central Connecticut State 
University, where she will play volleyball and 
study early childhood education. Hadley was a 
four-year member of the RHAM High School 
volleyball program and a member of three CCC 
championship teams. She was an All-Confer-
ence selection her junior year.

Middle School Honor Roll
RHAM Middle School has announced its 

honor roll for the first quarter of the 2020-21 
school year.

High Honors
Grade Eight: Amr Ahmed, Luke Auteri, Ca-

den Bellmore, Emma Bernier, James Bucior, 
Kaleigh Burgess, Leyah Butterfield, James 
Carroll, Eliza Erami, Natalie Groves, Izabella 
Henderson, Isabella Hustus, Brianna Kjellquist, 
Kate Landry, David Lapierre, Xavier Lizarraga, 
Danielle Lynch, Lexie McLeod, Juliet Mc-
Shane, Abigail Parks, Melanie Plausse, Con-
nor Rabbit, Ava Rojas, Caitlyn Russo, Oliver 
Sarosh, Riley Sawyer, Lydia Smedley, Troy 
Thibedeau, Paul Thomas, Graysen Van Dyne, 
Bethanny Velez-Olmo, Emerson Waldron, Rob-
ert West, Peyton Winman, Benjamin Zigmund.

Grade Seven: Brooke Arcari, Ellie Bal-
lard, Maxwell Brophy, Brenna D’Amico, 
Lucy DeCorleto, Maeve DeDonato, Allison 
DiBuono-Lemke,Patrick Dowd, Mikayla Erba, 
Luke Farrington, Shekinah Fashola, Liam Gal-
ligan, Logan Giannelli, Nicole Goldstein, Ju-
lia Gorborino, Brooke Gorgone, Clara Grove, 
Ella Hatzikostas, Kaitlin Hobin, Zoe Jacques, 
Aubree Jordan, Inara Kermalli, Tate Knox-Sil-
via, Brody Kokofski, Mason Kompanik, Nina 
Krawczyk, Isabelle Kreamer, Aria Lagace, 
Christopher Medina, Emily Migliaro, Reese 
Monstream, Abigail Nalette, Trevin Nembhard, 
Carmela Orfitelli, Sophia Perkins, Honorah 
Plourde, Audrey Roberts, Paige Rosa, Wil-
liam Ryan, Evan Shamber, Isabelle Sobieral-
ski, Talula Stomberg, Emily Suroviak, Liam 
Tarallo, Julia Teodosio, Brady Topulos, Aimee 
Viele, Kimee Viele, Lillian Worthen, Gianna 
Wursthorn, Dylan Young, Cecilia Zito

Honors
Grade Eight: Carys Akerlind, Christopher 

Averso, Jack Ayer, Colby Bell, Stella Boutilier, 
Cullen Brodeur, Paul Busa, Juliette Butler, Kait-
lyn Callaway, James Celio, Haley Cone, Rachel 
Cook, Casey Cooke, Taylor Cyr, Geoffrey Da-
vis, Corey Dunion, Jeremy Dunko, Lilyana Far-

relly, Emma Foran, Emily Grillo, Giulia Gug-
liotti, Evelyn Gutierrez, Trevor Hooker, Rojas 
Huapaya, John Hutton, Irani Mohammad, Nina 
Jobes, Caitlin Johnson, Gabriel Johnson, Alex-
ander Juliani, Maja Knutsen, Edward Lavoie, 
Scott Leonard, Garrett Levesques, Gavin Lim, 
Cara Magro, Ella Mayo, Jake McLaughlin, 
Elizabeth Melzen, Arianna Metzger, Adam 
Nardone, Aiyana Navarro, Spencer Neale, Jack 
Olbrias, Jackson Oliveira, Ella Parsadanov, 
Allison Petraitis, Madison Pinto, Alison Po-
lochanin, Jayson Quick, Emma Renaldi, Ben-
jamin Ryan, Caitlin Rydel, Jake Sauer, Tor-
ren Scott, Amya Shaw, Emma Skoog, Maria 
Skorski, Jake Soboleski, Rylan Sodhi, Evan St. 
Amand, Mya Strumskas, Jillian Sullivan, Sky-
lar Swanson, Skylar Szeps, Frank Teodosio, Sa-
mantha Thompson, Autumn Townsend, Tucker 
Trahan, Caid Trzaskos, Annalise Tyminski, 
Grace Veltri, Sophia Wiktorowicz.

Grade Seven: Paolo Abrantes, Zoe Albert, 
Gage Alos, Jack Anderson, Gianna Assunto, 
Cavan Balda, Meadow Banta, Finn Blake, 
Ethan Boisvert, Aubrey Brainard, Emily Brau-
er, Hunter Brown, Gianna Catania, Wyatt Caw-
ley, Alejandro Chalfant, Carly Charron, Avery 
Christmas, Victoria Ciesla, Natalie Costello, 
Jacob Covel, Cayden Crawford, Justin Dooley, 
Seth Dunko, Audrey Eckert, Sadie Egan, Harley 
Emmons, Fiona Evans, Leighton Fenn, Daren 
Gagnon, Owen Garner, Jake Guerriero, Tucker 
Haines, William Kemp, Alexander Kowalski, 
Ella Lantieri, Kenna MacDonald, Aidan Mc-
Donald, Thomas Meli, Emerson Melquist, 
Jack Meola, Addison Mike, Julian Monroe, 
Mark Morris, Grace Moulton, Ryan Napoli-
tano, Reegan Pancio, Alexander Peeling, Olivia 
Perez, Jake Pinkham, Nolan Plourde, Olivia 
Ray, David Reed, Joshua Renouf, Aaron Rodri-
guez, Landon Roy, Jason Schadtle-Champagne, 
Vaughan Scorso, Jordan Summerer, Anna Tar-
taglione, Helena Turk, Justine Tyrol, Makayla 
Walker, Meredith Weir, Kendra Wilkie, Cash 
Wilson, Marina Wood, Daniel Yeomans.
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complete without a COVID-19-related ques-
tion. 

When the pandemic struck, Antonelle was 
serving in Coventry’s Our Lady Queen of 
Peace parish, and he quickly set up remote, 
livestreamed services. He said he plans to soon 
bring livestreamed services to St. Mary, espe-
cially for seniors and parishioners with disabili-
ties. 

Antonelle said St. Mary’s Christmas Mass 
will be streamed. The church’s interior will 
be decorated with a pair of 12-foot Christmas 
trees.

Antonelle is eager to return to the robust array 
of activities that churches normally host, nam-
ing post-Mass coffee and doughnuts as well as 

lectors, the choir and altar servers as what he’s 
most looking forward to seeing revived. 

“So many volunteers want to get involved 
again,” said Antonelle. “We’re on a skeleton 
crew right now, and normally so many more are 
involved, but right now, they can’t take part.”

Antonelle’s dog, a boxer named Pasquale, or 
“Patsy,” is also a Portland newcomer. Pasquale 
shares a birthday with and is named after An-
tonelle’s late father, who used to tell his son 
that, were he to be reborn after moving on, it 
would be as a dog. Antonelle adopted Patsy as 
an 8-week-old pup, and the pooch will be turn-
ing 5 in February. 

Patsy is Antonelle’s occasional assistant, 
gracing nursing homes with his doggy pres-
ence, bringing joy to residents. 

To his congregation, and beyond, Antonelle 
wants to send the message that “we are all 
God’s children.

“God loves us all and created us all,” he said. 
“See one another as family, regardless of back-
grounds or orientations or practices; we are 
called to serve one another, help one another, 
be a witness to God’s love for everyone. En-
courage others to be willing do that as well.

“That’s what the Gospel is all about – service 
and love and forgiveness,” he continued. “To 
this message I feel very drawn.”

★ Pastor cont. from page 1
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Policy

Rivereast will 
publish obituar-
ies free of charge 
if the deceased 
person is a resi-
dent or for-mer 
resident of any of 
the towns we cir-
culate in. 

Charges apply 
for obituaries of 
persons who were 
not residents. 

Contact the ad-
vertising director 
at (860) 633-4691 
for rates.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-5783
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Colchester
Charles Price

On Monday, Nov. 30, 
Charles “Skip” Price sud-
denly and unexpectedly 
passed away. 

Born in Kansas City, 
Mo., and longtime resi-
dent of Colchester, Skip 
was a great and loving 
man that was a movie star 
stuntman when he was 
young and then the next 
great stunt he pulled off 
was being the greatest fa-
ther to his two children he leaves behind, Brook 
and Taylor Price. He was also a beloved grand-
father to Havanna Price, the daughter of Taylor 
and son-in-law Alexis Castanon. He was also a 
great father and grandfather to his wife Joyce 
Price’s children, Daniel, Allen, Sara, Lindsay 
and Jeffery DiCicco, and their children. 

He was the son of Charles Price and Mary 
Sue Price Napier and brother of Michael Price 
that he joins in heaven; his sister, Kathy Heman 
of Missouri, he also leaves behind. He was 
friends throughout his whole life with Gary 
and Lori Huckins of Nevada and Rick Lamar 
of Missouri. 

Skip lived the fullest of lives starring in mov-
ies, hanging with celebrities, surfing, jumping 
off buildings, walking on wings of a plane – you 
name it he did it. Skip has always lived life in 
the fast lane and he will always be loved and re-
membered by everyone he ever embraced with 
his presence. 

Services will be held private with family and 
may be delayed due to COVID-19.

Colchester
Aldene Bauchmann

Aldene Mary (Liedke) Bauchmann, longtime 
resident of Colchester, passed away peacefully 
at her home in Altamont, N.Y., Monday, Nov. 
30. She was born to the late Aldene and Harold 
Liedke May 15, 1935. 

Aldene (Deane) grew up in Meriden and later 
attended UConn, earning her bachelor’s degree 
in nursing in 1957. Deane married Donald K. 
Bauchmann (deceased in 2011) on Sept. 22, 
1962, shortly thereafter moving to Colchester. 
It was there she resided for nearly 50 years, 
raising her family in the community she always 
considered home.

Deane had an adventurous spirit, always 
planning activities and outings, belonging to 
numerous clubs and organizations. She greatly 
loved her life in Colchester, and was blessed to 
have such grand friendships which she deeply 
cherished. Deane had a love for reading and 
was involved with Cragin Memorial Library for 
much of her time in Colchester. She was an avid 
traveler reaching many international travel lo-
cations as far away as China and Egypt. Deane 
also enjoyed kayaking adventures, playing 
bridge and being with those she loved. 

Aldene is survived by: a daughter and son-in-
law, Jennifer and Paul Betancourt of Altamont, 
N.Y.; a son and daughter-in-law, Peter and 
Mary Bauchmann of Old Lyme; four grandchil-
dren, Belen, Alec, Max and Kate. She is also 
survived by niece, Dena; nephews, Ed and Don; 
and their families. And, she is survived by many 
loyal and good friends, especially Gail, Nan and 
Lynn.

Aldene will be laid to rest at the Connecticut 
Veterans Cemetery in Middletown with her late 
husband. 

If friends desire, contributions in her memo-
ry may be made to Cragin Memorial Library, 8 
Linwood Ave, Colchester, CT 06415.

Hebron
David J. Wrobel

David J. Wrobel, 52, 
of Hebron, died Sunday, 
Nov. 29, at New York 
Presbyterian Hospital-
Columbia in New York, 
where he was coura-
geously awaiting a lung 
transplant due to his long 
battle with pulmonary hy-
pertension. He was born 
in New Britain Sept. 18, 
1968, to Joseph and Mary 
(Czajka) Wrobel. 

Dave graduated from E.C. Goodwin Techni-
cal High School in New Britain and was united 
in marriage to Lorraine Davis May 4, 1996. 
Prior to his illness, he worked for many years 
at Tilcon as a driver of mixer and quarry trucks. 
Dave was an avid National Dragster photogra-
pher and fan; he and his camera never missed a 
race in his coverage area. One of Dave’s great-
est loves was his ‘68 Mustang convertible that 
he restored, but his real true love was that of his 
family and spending time with his kids. 

Dave will be sorely missed by Lorraine Wro-
bel, his loving wife of 24 years, and their chil-
dren Ethan and Emma of Hebron; his mother, 
Mary Wrobel of New Britain; his brothers, 
Alan Wrobel and wife Karen of Seminole, Fla., 
and Walter Wrobel of New Britain; his sister, 
Marilyn Labieniec and husband John of Berlin; 
nieces and nephews, Daniel, Sarah, Matthew 
and Jeremy Labieniec, Amanda Mistretta, and 
Alan and Nicole Wrobel. 

He was predeceased by his father, Joseph 
Wrobel.

Walk-through calling hours were held Satur-
day, Dec. 12, at Belmont Funeral Home LLC, 
144 S. Main St., Colchester. Funeral services 
were private for the family. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Dave’s name 
may be made to the Connecticut Humane So-
ciety.

Visit www.belmontfh.com for condolences. 

Portland
Leon Roy Case II

Leon Roy Case II, 87, 
of Cromwell, formerly 
of Portland, passed away 
Thursday, Dec. 10, at Pil-
grim Manor in Cromwell. 
He was the devoted hus-
band of the late Marilyn 
R. (Peterson) Case.

After earning a degree 
in mathematics from 
Wesleyan, Leon began 
his career at the start of 
both the space age and the 
computer age. From 1956-58, he served in the 
U.S. Army at the Ballistic Missile Agency in 
Huntsville, Ala., programming early computers 
to track aircraft and launch the first U.S. satel-
lite, Explorer I.

He then progressed through a 35-year career 
creating efficient and effective data systems for 
General Electric, Travelers, and Aetna. He also 
shared his computer skills as a graduate school 
teacher, a volunteer in the Portland schools, and 
as the sometime accountant and administrator 
of his church. He also helped his wife Marilyn 
develop computer systems for the Middlesex 
Memorial School of Nursing.

Leon had a love of music and a talent for 
song. He was a longtime member of the choir 
at Bethany Lutheran Church in Cromwell. He 
performed for many years as Matthew in the 
traveling musical The Last Supper, and even 
performed for a few years in a barbershop cho-
rus. In his later years, one of his greatest joys 
was watching his grandchildren perform in 
their school musicals.

Leon is survived by his son, Douglas C. Case 
and daughter-in-law Andrea G. Case of Way-
land, Mass.; two grandchildren, Jack Case and 
Renée Case; a sister, Virginia Parkin of Matti-
tuck, N.Y.; and many nieces and their families.

Colchester
Pearl Anita Epstein

Pearl Anita Epstein, 
“Hannah Perl,” passed 
away Wednesday, Dec. 
9, at Harrington Court 
in Colchester. Born Aug. 
3, 1932, in Hartford, she 
was a daughter of the late 
Jacob and Lilyan (Fried-
man) Berkowitz. 

In 1950, Pearl graduat-
ed from Bacon Academy 
as the valedictorian of her 
class. After her graduation, Pearl proudly fol-
lowed her father into the real estate business. 
She was a licensed real estate broker for over 
50 years and co-founded the Epstein Agency, a 
residential/commercial real estate company that 
was headquartered in Colchester, with her hus-
band Morris. 

Pearl was a loving wife and mother who 
was known for her cooking and baking skills. 
Above all else, she always put her family first 
and treated strangers with kindness. 

Pearl will be forever loved and remembered 
by her husband, Morris Epstein of Colchester, 
her son Jeffrey (Marlene) Epstein of Colchester, 
daughter Lori (Joshua) Plaut of Martha’s Vin-
yard, Mass.; sister, Sally Zubow of California; 
her grandchildren, Carrie Epstein of Colchester 
and Jonas Plaut of Massachusetts; and numer-
ous extended family and friends. 

In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by her sisters, Gertrude Cohen and Joan 
Paskow.

Graveside services were held Friday, Dec. 
11, directly at the Jewish Aid Cemetery located 
on Gillette’s Lane in Colchester. 

The Epstein family would like to express a 
heartfelt thank you to the clinical and adminis-
trative staff at Harrington Court for their level 
of compassion and care that they showed to 
Pearl during her stay.

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Andover
Judith H. Vezina

Judith H. Vezina, 79, of 
Columbia, passed away 
Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 
home, with family by her 
side. Judy was born Feb. 
5, 1941, in Hartford, to 
Thomas and Mary (Kelly) 
Henry. She moved to An-
dover in 1953 and was a 
member of the first grad-
uating class of RHAM 
High School in 1958, 
where she met her future 
husband, Alfred Vezina, also of Andover. 

Judy graduated LPN school in 1963, and be-
came an RN in 1965, graduating from the Ona 
May Wilcox School of Nursing in Middletown. 
She later completed her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at Eastern Connecticut State Uni-
versity. Al and Judy were married in August 
1962 and moved to Columbia in 1964. 

Judy worked at Windham Hospital in many 
nursing capacities from the mid-1960s to 1992, 
retiring as acting vice president of nursing. She Portland

Thomas Alexander Jensen
Thomas Alexander 

Jensen, beloved son and 
brother, passed away Sun-
day, Dec. 13. 

He was the son of Alex-
ander and Monica Jensen 
of Portland, and brother 
to Sarah and her husband 
Nathan Grover of Port-
land and to Rose Jensen 
and her husband, Warren 
Amidon of Southington. 
He dearly loved his nephew and niece, Jack 
and Vivian Grover, and was looking forward to 
meeting his new nephew in the spring. He also 
leaves his grandmother, Joan Richard of South 
Bend, Indiana, and aunts, uncles, and cousins 
across the country. 

Tom was born June 27, 1987, and grew up 
in Portland. He was a Cub Scout, played Little 
League and CYO Basketball and was a mem-
ber of the Portland High School golf team. He 

graduated Portland High School in 2005 and 
Central Connecticut State University in 2010. 
He worked for many years in landscaping and 
golf course maintenance. He loved cars, was an 
avid Patriots fan, and seemingly, had a Seinfeld 
reference for any occasion. He had many dear 
and lifelong friends who have been lifelines 
for him. We will miss his sense of humor and 
golden heart. 

Services will be private.
For those wishing to make a memorial contri-

bution please consider giving to Educated Ca-
nines Assisting with Disabilities at ecad1.org, 
an organization that has been important for his 
niece, Vivian.

A private interment will be in the Swedish 
Cemetery in Portland. 

In lieu of flowers, donation in Leon’s name 
can be made to the Covenant Village Benevo-
lent Fund, 52 Missionary Road, Cromwell, CT 
06457. 

To share memories or send condolences to 
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuner-
alservice.com.

then worked another 10 years at United Health-
care as a nurse lead/care coordinator, until her 
retirement in 2002.

All things family were Judy’s passions. A 
longtime boating family, her grandchildren 
were essentially raised on the water. The family 
enjoyed 20 years on Old Hatte, a 42-foot Hat-
teras yacht, and spent their summers in West-
erly, R.I. Boating, the ocean air, and the sea 
will forever be in her grandchildren’s blood. 
Although she did not have the best of health in 
retirement, through mental strength, persever-
ance and sheer will, she lived her life to its full-
est with family by her side. 

She always lived her life with purpose; how-
ever, her most important one was to see her 
precious granddaughters grow into the young 
women that she loved fiercely and could not be 
prouder of. Attending plays, competitions, re-
citals and school events, in addition to holidays 
and family traditions, she was proudly and af-
fectionately there.

She is survived by her daughter, Sharon 
(Vezina) Kandro and her husband, Rob Kandro 
of Portland; her son, Scott Vezina and his wife 
Felicia (Smith) Vezina of Columbia; and her 
four granddaughters whom she adored, Jenna 
Vezina, Regan Vezina, Adriana Kandro and Ve-
ronica Kandro. In addition, she is survived by 
her sister, Kathleen (Henry) Muldowney and 
her husband James Muldowney of Raleigh, 
N.C.; her sister, Mary Lou (Henry) Peters and 
her husband Nicholas Peters of Brookfield; her 
sister-in-law, Pauline (Vezina) Marin and her 
husband Arthur Marin of South Royalton, Vt.; 
and many loving nieces, nephews and extended 
family. 

She was predeceased by her husband of 52 
years, Alfred Vezina; her father, Thomas Hen-
ry; her mother, Mary (Kelly) Henry; her sister, 
Sheila (Henry) Seeley; her brother-in-law, John 
Seeley; and her nephew, Sean Muldowney.

The family would like to extend their heart-
felt thanks to the staff of Windham and Hartford 
hospitals for the care that they have provided 
over the years. There are so many people who 
deserve recognition for the love and support that 
they have provided for Judy and her family and 
Sharon and Scott would like to acknowledge a 
few special people that we cannot overstate our 
gratitude for: Felicia Vezina, Rob Kandro and 
Betsy Stockmal. In her final years, Mom had a 
quality of life that we could not have provided 
her without you.

A celebration of her life will be planned at a 
later date. 

Donations in Judy’s memory can be made to 
the Saxton B. Little Free Library, 319 Route 87, 
Columbia, CT 06237.

Your Ad
Should Be Here!
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Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has 

made the following announcements. Registra-
tion required unless noted. For more informa-
tion and full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770. 

Library Hours: Monday through Thurs-
day, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 2-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Curbside: By appointment Mon-
day through Thursday until 6:30 p.m.; Friday, 
2-4:45 p.m.; and Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Call the library for more information. 

Online services are always available, and 
telephone service is available during operating 
hours and until 5 p.m. Friday and 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Services and hours are subject to change. 
Call the library or access the webpage for cur-
rent hours.

Holiday Closings: The library is closing 
Thursday, Dec. 24, at 1 p.m., and will be closed 
Friday, Dec. 25, and Saturday, Dec. 26. It will 
also close Thursday, Dec. 31, at 1 p.m., and will 
be closed Friday, Jan. 1, and Saturday, Jan. 2. 

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return books and 

other items to the outside book drop. To request 
renewal of an item, patrons may call, go online 
or, when visiting the library, have the title noted 
and show your card to the staff.

Youth Programs: Christmas Storytimes: 
Tuesday, Dec. 22, at 10 a.m. and Wednesday, 
Dec. 23, at 7 p.m., via Zoom. There will be sto-
ries, songs and more. At the end of each pro-
gram, work together on a craft. Craft kits will 
be available for pickup before the program. 
Registration required; space is limited.

Adult Programs: Portland Forum: Thurs-
day, Jan. 28, 2021, at 10:30 a.m., via Zoom. 
Portland Forum is a new initiative of Portland 
Library, in partnership with the Portland Social 
Justice Coalition, and is a series of discussions 
that focus on representing the countless faces of 
diversity. Visit the library webpage for the up-
coming topics. On Jan. 28, the book Tomorrow 
Will Be Different: Love, Loss, and the Fight for 
Trans Equality by Sarah McBride will be dis-
cussed. Copies are available at the library. 

Mystery Book Club Discussion: Tuesday, 
Jan. 19, at 1 p.m., via Zoom. The River by Peter 
Heller will be discussed. 

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., will 

not hold any inside Sunday services or Church 
School while Portland is a COVID-red zone 
town.

Drive-In church parking lot services will be 
available at 9 a.m. Sundays unless otherwise 
stated. Audio is available through your vehi-
cle’s radio, by tuning to 87.9 FM.

The church is also continuing its 10:30 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday services indefinitely. Information 
for online services and Bible study opportuni-
ties is at trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Christmas Service Schedule: Thursday, 
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Family Service – a 5 
p.m. drive-in service in the church parking lot; 
Thursday, Dec. 24, Evening Service – an on-
line service done in collaboration with Trinity 

Church Collinsville, which will be available 
after 8 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 25, an online pre-
recorded service for Christmas morning will be 
available;

Sunday, Dec. 27, A Lessons and Carols on-
line service will be available; Friday, Dec. 31, 
11:45 p.m.-12:05 a.m., an online prayer service 
will be available. 

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Anyone inside the church 
must follow current COVID-19 protocols in-
cluding wearing masks and social distancing.

For more information on church activities or 
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458. 

Giving Tree
 This year, with so many people in need, Sym-

metry Physical Therapy is sponsoring a giving 
tree. All are asked to take a tag that you would 
like to donate and bring your gift to your next 
appointment or to the Symmetry office, which 
is located at 270 Main St., Suite B. 

People may also email gift ideas to sym-
metry@symmetryusa.net, then stop down and 
leave at the front door if you prefer.

All gifts with be presented to the Portland 
Food Bank. Non-food items are preferred.

★ Portland News cont. from page 7

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

 Garden Club Wins Awards… The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 
recently presented The Portland Garden Club with two awards at the 91st annual 
Awards Meeting on Oct. 28. The club received the Award of Excellence for a small 
club for its projects of civic beautification, education, and conservation to benefit 
their community. The club’s president, Susanne Anderson-Woronoff, was honored 
with the Club Certificate of Appreciation for her book, Portland Farms: Then and Now. 
The book celebrates the living spirit of Portland and its history through the personal 
accounts and photos collected from individuals of the local farming community. From 
left are: Sandy Castelli, treasurer; Maureen Rich, secretary; and Anderson-Woronoff. 
Not pictured: Chris Kelley, vice president, and Judi Elder, corresponding secretary.

 Drummers Drumming… There were (more than) 12 drummers drumming at Quarry 
Park in Portland on a recent Sunday. Photo by Elizabeth Waller.

High School Honor Roll
Principal Kathryn Lawson has announced the 

Portland High School Honor Roll for the first 
marking term of the 2020-21 school year.

High Honors
Grade 12: Mariana Bates, Ava Beeler, Julia 

Berthiaume, Dorothy Black, Hailey Carlson, 
Sydney Carlson, Noah Charpentier, Justin Coe, 
Hallee Corley, Cody Daggett, Grace Darby, 
Lila Delaronde, Nathan DiSalvo, Samantha Du-
mais, Cailen Fienemann, Carly Graves, Tatum 
Hair, Jacob Hill, Natalie Holstein, Jason Jago-
da, Veronica Kandro, Benjamin Lucas, Nathan 
MacKinnon, Brandon Masal, Caden Mazzotta, 
Shawn Morneau, Maryah Ortiz, Christina Pa-
ternostro, Lily Pelton, Mason Piersall, Eamon 
Pineda, Thomas Reddington, Justin Renk, Jor-
dan Shortell, Haley Sroka, Thomas Stoto, Lu-
cas Varano, Kylie Walsh, Paige Warshaw, Bryce 
Wiekrykas, McKenzie Wilk, Katherine Wright, 
Alyssa Young and Amanda Zajac. 

Grade 11: Katelin Binezewski, Callie Bren-
nan, Hannah Brunk, Owen Brunk, Julia Ca-
pello, Landry Carroll, Victoria Cohen, Molly 
Coleman, Jenna Converse, Tess Currier, Owen 
Delisle, Giuliana Discenza, Connor Egan, Tara 
Fitzgibbons, Emma Flaum, Brynn Hennessey, 
Matthew Hernandez, Caiden Hettrick-Rivera, 
Isabella Hettrick-Rivera, Ava Hurley, Lind-
sey King, Sierra Koss, Kayla LaMalfa, Mia 
Lapinski, Shawn Laverty, Georgia Lukas, Ju-
lio Luna-Cruz, Megan Major, Gabriele Malu, 
Chyann Markham, Leah May, Sean Mazza, 
Blasia McAuliffe, Benjamin McKosky, Isabella 
Nolan, Sophia Palma, Raymond Picard, Jodie 
Pickel, Dana Pierce, Michael Quesnel, Jenna 
Randazzo, Lindsay Renk, Kendra Schoeps, 
Allison Scott, Maxwell Strycharz, Brady Ta-
lerico, Derek Tewksbury, Trevor Tewksbury, 
Jake Thompson, Kaitlyn Tripp, Jack Turecek, 
Sydney Wallengren, Theodore Williams, Ryan 
Wright and Didismay Yedra.

Grade 10: Victoria Bailey, Rowan Bell, 
Sarah Black, Rachel Brown, Amelia Ciarleglio, 
Harrison Collins, Ethan Dean, Kayla Deckel-
man, Faith Doyle, Lauren Eckert, Ava Evison, 

Shannon Farley, Ryan Green, Kyle Guibord, 
Gregory Ives, Andrew Johnson, Ryan Kerr, Ca-
mille Kopacz, McKenzie LaMalfa, Lily Larson, 
Annette LeShane, Ginia Lin, Nathalie Liranzo, 
Caymus Lopez, Marley Malanczuk, Leah Ma-
sal, Heather McDougall, Brandon McPhee, 
Mya Mogulnicki, Katharine Nedobity, Natalie 
Przestrzelski, Mia Quesnel, Joseph Rusczyk, 
Drew Shortell, Madison Szymaszek, Emma 
Warshaw, and Joseph Woszczyna.

Grade 9: Sara Austin, Lillian Carroll, Jayda 
Cohen, Gabriela DeLeon, Camryn DiMauro, 
Giovanni Discenza, Evan Guilmette, Isaac 
Handel, Lincoln Hanks, Joshua Hanna, Abi-
gail Keaveny, Sarah Kresser, Quinn Lapinski, 
Philip LeShane, Sunny Lin, Ava Maselek, El-
vira Medunjanin, Abbey Pickel, Tyler Quinn, 
Dorothy Riley, Selena Shukis, Benjamin Sor-
rell, Morgan Sundell, Lillian Tabellione, Pier-
son Webster, McKayla Wilk, Jackson Williams 
and Corinne Woszczyna.

Honors
Grade 12: Nicholas Binezewski, Lukas But-

ler, Michael Couture, Jackson Decker, Dzejna 
Dzafic, Lucas Francesco, Marcus Goldburn, 
Katherine Guilmette, Jacob Hill, Jade Khim, 
Jayden Kilham, Nicolas Matera, Emma McGin-
ley, Eldina Medunjanin, Katrina Renner, Cris-
tina Rusczyk, Zachary Smith and Christopher 
Vargas. 

Grade 11: Emilian Burek, William Craw-
ford, Zachary Doncet, Eli Evison, Jacob Hanks, 
Noah Lacaillade, Samantha Lasky, Madeleyni 
Lazala Gomez, Kendall Prince, Paige Sorrell, 
Jaime Spooner, Kelly VanEver and Katelyn 
Yankowski.

Grade 10: Andrew DiMauro, Alexander 
Hair, Tyler Ives, Jacob Maruschock, Ashton 
Rambarose, Spencer Rosado, Leanna Royea, 
Angelina Steele, Mason Tuttle and Austin Vess. 

Grade 9: Cooper Beck, Matthew Bineze-
wski, Aleksandra Connolly, Justin Jinks, Ryan 
LaPila, Jamison Lasky, Mason Lavallee, Ben-
jamin McGrew, Meghan McPhee, Erik Med-
vecky and Carson Nicol.

 Commended Student… Lily Herron, a 
student at Mercy High School, has been 
named a Commended Student in the 2021 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
A Letter of Commendation from the 
school and National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSA), which conducts 
the program, will be presented by school 
president Alissa K. DeJonge to Herron. 
Herron is the daughter of Robert and 
Kathleen Herron of Portland.

Portland Dental
Food Drive

Portland Dental Care, located at 595 Main 
St., is holding an annual food drive through 
the end of the year to benefit the local food 
bank. 

All are welcome to call regarding drop-
off of items. Portland Dental Care can be 
reached at 860-342-4502. 

Letter writers are encouraged to email 
their letters of 300 words or less to bulletin@ 
glcitizen.com. Letters submitted without a 
contact phone number will not be published.

E-Mail Letters
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years of her kind and careful tutelage, she felt 
comfortable enough to turn her office over to 
me.”  

Griffin said she was “sad” to see Dickson go.  
“She is a fixture around here,” Griffin said. 

“There is no way I can fill her shoes. But it is 
time for her to finally be on her own clock, and 
hopefully enjoy the benefits of a true retire-
ment.” 

Griffin described Dickson as “hilarious.” 
“She kept the tone of the office light,” Griffin 

said. “When I would get stressed or cranky, she 
would say something funny to get me out of my 
mood. And she is so very kind.”   

The new assistant town clerk is Martha Law-
ton, and Dickson said she and Griffin both had 
been training her before Dickson’s final day on 
the job last week. 

Out of Touch – Again
To the Editor:

During my campaign this past year, I had the 
great experience of meeting so many wonderful 
people. While we were all very concerned about 
the health of our friends and families, there was 
also an overwhelming angst about Connecti-
cut’s high taxes and poor business climate. As 
a small business owner, I can relate to both of 
these issues, and these are reasons I chose to run 
for state Senate.

Since March, nearly 600 restaurants have 
closed, and other businesses are facing shut-
downs. These businesses employ our friends 
and neighbors. These small business owners 
have risked capital and invested all they have, 
now only to shut their doors – just devastating. 
To make matters worse, the decisions made un-
der the golden dome in Hartford continue to add 
costs and burdens at this unprecedented time. 

On Jan. 1, 2021, most in Connecticut will pay 
more taxes as the new paid leave law goes into 
effect. Legislators, many of whom have never 
had to make payroll, created the Connecticut 
Paid Leave Authority, which will oversee this 
boondoggle. The program as written is ripe for 
fraud and abuse, with the standards for claim-
ing leave being incredibly lenient. I am proud 
that my business offers a combination of paid 
leave and disability benefits to our employees 
already. Yet, we are forced to enroll in this new 
program. My employees and their families are 
going to see less money in their paychecks. 
They will have no ability to access this money 
until maybe 2022. 

Gov. Lamont had the opportunity to halt this 
new tax, but chose not to. Our Democratic law-
makers, like Sen. Osten, a former SEIU leader, 
who voted for this bill in 2019, are out of touch. 
One group that is exempt from this law is that 
of unionized state employees – how convenient 
for them.

Steve Weir – Hebron

Democrats’ Stupidity
To the Editor:

I’ve always wondered what level of stupid-
ity was required to vote Democrat. But those 
responding to my last letter put that on full 
display. Disavowing the blatant fraud in this 
election is mind-blowing, but it can’t be seen if 
you’re unwilling to look, which they either re-
fuse or are incapable of doing. In actuality, they 
probably condone/ignore the fraud because it 
served their cause.

This election was stolen in plain sight. 
Trump’s 74 million votes eclipsed Obama’s 
previous record of 69 million. And we’re to be-
lieve that Biden earned 80 million after refus-
ing to leave his basement? Despite my quoting 
Biden’s exact words, one writer claims I took 
him out of context and demanded a source, 
while videos of it abound on the internet!

People rejoicing over Biden’s supposed vic-
tory don’t even realize what they voted for. 
They believe they’re going to be given student 
loan forgiveness, free college, free health care, 
and free everything. They’re too naive to recog-
nize they won’t receive any of these. Nothing in 
life is free and they’ve been played.

Stalin called people like this “useful idiots.” 
After the tyrants they support gain power, they 
quickly become “useless idiots,” regarded as 
expendable and viewed as potential threats. 
They find themselves in even more dire circum-
stances than visible opponents.

Biden is only a placeholder for Harris and her 
puppet-masters. Hunter Biden’s laptop display-
ing massive treasonous corruption, initially cen-
sored and dismissed as Russian disinformation, 
is now emerging from the media’s blackout. If 
Biden wins, it will be used to depose him.

Every court has refused to even review any 
evidence of fraud, dismissing challengers as 
lacking standing. But now, conclusive evidence 
of foreign interference discovered in the Do-
minion voting machines is going to be deal-
changing. This isn’t yet over; buckle up! 

Sam Prentice – Andover

Liberal Drivel Returns
To the Editor:

Wow, was I wrong! Last week I lamented the 
lack of liberal drivel in the Rivereast following 
Grandpa Joe’s orchestrated victory, and then all 
hell broke loose! All the political science (and 
virology) experts contributed commentary last 
week. It was like Halloween for a bunch of po-
litically adolescent nose-miners. Prior to writ-
ing their letters, they all tuned into CNN’s 24-
hour “dashboard of death” to get into the right 
frame of mind and pontificate about impend-
ing planetary demise. Nothing says “liberal” 
like melancholy, doom, and despair. And, of 
course, fabrication, hyperbole and vitriol. I’m 
curious how many of the liberal letter writers 
have missed a paycheck during the pandemic? I 
think we all know who was hoarding toilet pa-
per back in April and May.

It’s comical listening to liberals whine about 
Trump making “baseless” allegations regarding 
voter fraud when we now know that Russian 
collusion was the biggest frame in the history 
of American politics. And what’s even more 
comical is an impeachment based on a phone 
call allegedly requesting information about in-
appropriate foreign financial activities of the 
Biden crime family, only to find out there is 
evidence and a witness to support such activ-
ity. If it weren’t for double standards, liberals 
would have no standards. And thanks to the 
Democrat flying monkeys known as the media, 
information can be cultivated and shaped to 
push a desired agenda. After the past four years 
of relentless liberal rhetoric, did anyone really 
think the Democrats would lose this election? 
Ask yourself: Do you think the media would 
have downplayed Don Jr.’s laptop? 

When the history of America is written, it 
will reflect everything that privileged liberal 
power-mongers deem appropriate, and little of 
the facts and truth that made America a destina-
tion for those looking for a better quality of life. 

Regards,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

Ignorant or Spiteful?
To the Editor:

I don’t know if Ellen Kraemer is merely wal-
lowing in ignorance or being deliberately spite-
ful.

1. “Children in cages” was begun by Obama 
as proven by 2015 photos and Biden’s admis-
sion.

2. “Insulted Gold Star families” was a lie 
made up out of whole cloth and contradicted by 
approximately 40 witnesses.

3. “Insulted reporters” – they did most of the 
insulting, of his family as well, and spent four 
years refusing to report on Trump’s accom-
plishments and calling him every derogatory 
thing they could dream up. They also diligently 
hid any hint of the financial scandal about to 
break over the whole Biden family. Whatever 
“insults” Trump aimed at reporters and their 
employers were not insults because they were 
true.

4. “Repealing the ACA” – that plan was 
founded on Obama’s repeated lies and would 
have been replaced with something actually 
planned by doctors rather than a community or-
ganizer had it not been for bitter, jealous Sena-
tor McCain. He put personal pique over country.

5. “Covid-19” (better named the China vi-
rus) – even Biden has admitted that Trump did 
all the right things, while he stridently opposed 
them at the time.

We would all be better off if everyone real-
ized that the mainstream media are now nothing 
but the publicity wing of the Democratic Party. 
Every voter has the duty to check all sources of 
information so as to be fully informed before 
casting his vote.

George Kitchin – Andover

Membership Drive
To the Editor:

As a volunteer at the Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter (MAC), I want to take this opportunity to re-
mind you of the Membership Drive taking place 
now. All of the “particulars” can be found at the 
website marlborougharts.org. 

Marlborough is blessed to have an arts center 
within its community. This is a nonprofit orga-
nization started and maintained by a group of 
tireless volunteers who do so because they be-
lieve in the arts and in the community. Located 
on attractive grounds at 231 North Main St., 
MAC provides this community as well as sur-
rounding communities the opportunity to enjoy 
the arts. From musical events (4th Fridays at the 
Café’, concerts by the local elementary school, 
outdoor concerts, etc.), classes in various art 
forms taught by gifted artists, art shows for lo-
cal youth, and so much more, people can enjoy 
a variety of arts right in their neighborhood.

What makes this place tick? You do! It’s peo-
ple willing to make a small donation to become 
members that allow MAC to survive, to thrive, 
and to deliver quality artistic endeavors to the 
community for all to enjoy. 

There are many of you who renew every year. 
There are many who have joined and renewed 
over the years but skipped a year or two here or 
there. Then there is a group of you who started 
off as members but for some reason haven’t re-
newed in a while. Well, we have one message 
for you: we want you back! 

Won’t you consider joining/renewing today? 
It’s affordable, it’s easy, and it will make you 
feel a sense of pride in helping an integral part 
of your community stay afloat. 

Download your membership form, pay with 
Pay Pal or by check, and feel that good feel-
ing in your heart for helping to support a local 
organization.

Thank you!
Debbie Bourbeau – Marlborough

Note: Bourbeau is a member of the Marlbor-
ough Board of Finance, but said she is speaking 
as an individual.

Thank You, Hebron!
To the Editor:

Our SnoFolk Project is installed and the re-
sponse from Hebron has been an overwhelm-
ingly thumbs up.  Thank you to all my fellow 
artists: Caleb Greenleaf, Paul Hanusch, Maggie 
Kendis, Shannon-MacGrogan-Ellis, Christiane 
O’Brian, Ruth Reinwald and Jordan Summerer 
for their hard work, and talent in making He-
bron’s town center more beautiful and interest-
ing as we face the long winter months ahead. 
We will be awarding prizes selected by our pan-
el of judges (Gail Hughes, Michele Sinkez and 
myself) that will be announced shortly. We are 
also awarding a “People’s Choice” prize, vote 
your personal favorite on our website. https://
www.thetowncenterproject.org/snofolk.

This project would not have happened with-
out Todd Habicht and Stu Alexander, who spent 
hours turning Styrofoam balls into the three-
stage SnoFolk. Holly Habicht, Sara Lemire and 
Kaitlin Hershey (Waxwing Design) have kept 
interest in this project alive with tantalizing 
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posts on Facebook, flyers and publicity.

We are grateful for the support of The Peri-
odot Foundation and The Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving, they did the heavy lifting to 
make this project possible.  It is gratifying to 
see the positive response this effort has received 
from Hebron’s residents. 

If you like what TTCP is doing to enliven 
Hebron’s downtown: Make Music Day, July 
4th Celebration, Adirondack Chairs, Summer 
Concerts (pre- and post-COVID), and coming 
back in 2021, Harvest Moon Celebration, and 
want to see more activities, events and art in-
stallations, please consider supporting us with 
your donation or even better, your time. We are 
a volunteer organization and none of what we 
do happens without our friends and neighbors 
stepping up to make it so. 

Write us at ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org 
or mail your contribution to The Town Center 
Project, Inc. P.O. Box 153, Hebron, CT 06248.

Judith Podell, President
The Town Center Project (TTCP)

★ Letters cont. from page 4

 Marlborough Town Clerk Lauren Griffin, left, said Nancy Dickson, right, has been 
an “amazing mentor.” Dickson officially retired last week, after more than 30 years 
of working for the town.

★ Story cont. from page 1
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mune cells mounting an attack that may sicken 
people. “With the vaccine, you will have anti-
bodies to protect you from a new infection,” I 
said. My daughter seems to understand, saying, 
“Like a flu shot?”

But to reach this simple truth, it took my 
friend, Dr. Katalin Karico, among others, many 
decades. I was excited to read about how Dr. 
Karico’s key technology of modifying RNAs 
enabled the COVID-19 vaccine’s “spectacu-
lar success,” according to the Washington 
Post (see https://www.washingtonpost.com/
health/2020/12/06/covid-vaccine-messenger-
rna/). 

I got to know Katalin when I just started my 
postdoctoral training where she was an estab-
lished biochemist. I was the lucky recipient of 
her two favorite topics, RNAs and her daughter, 
who was competing to become a U.S. Olym-
pian for rowing. What I did not fully grasp at 
the time was her struggle in getting support for 
her science (see tinyurl.com/y9dykeyu). I cher-
ished the fact that she was in the lab helping 
junior scientists but not in “fancy” faculty meet-
ings that she was often omitted. Despite failures 
in the early stages of the technology, Katalin 
persisted, and now her discovery may well save 
millions of lives. 

“My daughter cooks breakfast for herself 
since 9; I spend too much time in the lab and no 
time for her,” I remembered the pride in Kata-
lin’s face. May the triumphs of both scientific 
discovery and her personal story inspire future 
generations of scientists. 

Min Schomer – Marlborough
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Announcements 

LeGALs 

Small classes of family and/or friends
Call for details: 860-989-6821

Dutch Arnold, inst. #226676789 C
IT

12
-3

-2
0

Pistol Course
In the safety of your

home, not a classroom
A Great 

Christmas 
Gift!

Part-Time Housekeeper – 
First Shift 

Holidays, Weekends
Assisted Living Community in Hebron CT
Looking for a compassionate housekeeper to work in our 

Senior Living Community
Perform cleaning duties to keep our building neat and clean 

according to management requirements.
Provide basic housekeeping including laundering and changing 

of bed sheets and towels, cleaning bathrooms and kitchens, 
dusting, mop and vacuum floors, etc.

Must be able to work as a team member with the housekeeping staff.
A successful Housekeeper will have a heightened level 

of awareness and attention to detail.
Minimum qualifications:

One-year experience as a housekeeper.
Excellent working knowledge of cleaning procedures and 

proper use of cleaning agents.
High school diploma or GED certificate.

Please send resume to mcorso@colebrookvillage.com.
CIT12-11-20

LAMINATING AVAILABLE 
AT THE CITIZEN: Protect 
your important documents, 
memorabilia, ID, Social 
Secur i ty,  membersh ip 
cards, photographs, menus, 
etc. The Glastonbury 
Citizen. Reasonable rates. 
Material laminated up to 
18” wide. Call 633-4691 or 
visit the office at 87 Nutmeg 
Lane. 

empLoyment

empLoyment

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and The Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or finan-
cial responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an 
error may occur, provided that a claim is 
made within 5 days of publication. The li-
ability of the publisher on account of errors 
in or omissions from any advertisement will 
in no way exceed the amount of the charge 
for the space occupied by the item in error, 
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. 
Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for 
statements or claims made in any advertise-
ment, and will upon request, reveal the name 
and address of the person or persons respon-
sible for placing any display advertisement, 
political or otherwise, except for “blind” box 
ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves 
the right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER

ATTENTION COLCHESTER TAXPAYERS

Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester taxpayers that Motor Vehicle Supplemental taxes and the second installment 
of Real Estate taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2019 are due and payable on January 1, 2021.  The second installment 
bill for Real Estate taxes was included with the Real Estate tax bill due on July 1, 2020. No additional bills for the second 
installment for Real Estate taxes will be mailed. 
  
Taxes not paid in full on or before February 1, 2021 become delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of 1 ½% per 
month or 18% annum, from the due date of the tax, as required by Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130,145 and 146.  Mail postmarked 
(US Postal Service postmark only) on or before February 1, 2021 will be considered as having been paid on time.  Payments 
dropped in the town hall’s drop box after 4:30p.m. on February 1 ,2021, will be considered as having been made on 
the following business day and will be deemed as paid late.  

Failure to receive a tax bill does not invalidate the tax or any interest charged should the tax become delinquent.  If you did 
not receive a bill and think you should please contact the office immediately.   Conn Gen Stat. 12-130

Please make all checks payable to the Town of Colchester. Checks may be mailed to Tax Office, 127 Norwich Avenue 
Colchester, CT, 06415. If a receipt is desired, please send a self-addressed stamped envelope and two copies of the bill. Pay 
on-line by visiting our website www.colchesterct.gov; online payments are subject to convenience fees.  Hours of collection 
are Monday – Wednesday and Friday 8:30am – 4:30pm; Thursday 8:30am- 7pm. Questions concerning tax payments should 
be directed to the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.

Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Wyatt, C.C.M.C.
Tax Collector 
Town of Colchester

3TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/22

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

PART TIME ASSESSOR
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications or resumes for an appointed, non union position, Part Time Municipal As-
sessor for 24 hours/week.  The duties include the valuing of all taxable property to establish the Grand List, including both real 

and personal property. Computer knowledge is required. The position requires a valid Connecticut Motor Vehicle operator’s 
license and a Connecticut Municipal Assessor’s Certificate.  Five years municipal experience as an Assessor is required. 

A Town of Marlborough Employment Application or resume must be submitted along with a copy of diplomas and documenta-
tion showing Connecticut Municipal Assessor’s Certification. Contact the Town Clerk’s office at 860-295-6206 for an applica-

tion.  Completed applications are to be submitted to the:

Town Clerk
P.O. Box 29

26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT  06447

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, creed, religion, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

4TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22

Parks Maintainer/Maintainer I

The Town of East Hampton Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is accepting applications for the full-time position 
of Parks Maintainer/Maintainer I.   This position performs 
a wide variety of manual labor tasks in the construction, 
installation, repair and maintenance of parks, grounds, 
and recreational areas and facilities.  Applicants must 
have knowledge and experience in the safe operation of 
equipment, including manual shift trucks, towing trailers 
with equipment, hand and riding mowers, hand and power 
tools, trimmers, paint machines and other equipment 
used in maintenance of municipal facilities, turf, athletic 
fields, recreational areas, etc.  Custodial duties and snow 
removal included.  Must hold a valid Connecticut driver’s 
license, with clean driving record, and be in good physical 
condition. 

This is a bargaining unit position.  Starting hourly rate is 
$18.89.  40-hour workweek, overtime as required, plus 
benefit package.  Job description and employment ap-
plication available atwww.easthamptonct.gov. 

Interested candidates are required to send a cover letter 
along with a resume, and employment application to the 
Town of East Hampton, Department of Human Resources, 
1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, no later 
than January 3, 2021, or until filled.    EOE/M-F/AA.

1TB 12/18

LEGAL NOTICE 
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF ACTION
 
The Marlborough Zoning Commission at its meeting of 
December 3 2020, took the following action: 
 
APPLICATION ACCEPTED; PUBLIC HEARING SCHED-
ULED: 
 
Application #Z-12-20 Special Permit - Bill G. Jonbalaj 
(Applicant) 21 Austin - HGB LLC (Property Owner) - 
South Main Street (Between 11 & 19 South Main Street) 
& Johnson Road - Village Cluster Residential Planned 
Development. 
 
A public hearing is scheduled for February 4, 2021. 
 
AMMENDMENT APPROVED: 
Amendment to Article 6.B.4 Accessory Buildings. Effective 
date of January 1, 2021. 
 
APPLICATION WITHDRAWN: 
Application #Z-04-20 -Special Permit - Bill G. Jonbalaj 
(Applicant) 21 Austin - 
HGB LLC (Property Owner) - South Main Street (Between 
11 & 19 South 
Main Street) & Johnson Road - Village Cluster Residential 
Planned Development. 
 
APPLICATION APPROVED: 
Amendment to article 6.B.4 Accessory Buildings. 
 
APPLICATION CONTINUED; SITE WALK SCHEDULED: 
Application #Z-11-20 - Mirabito Holdings Connecticut LLC/ 
Brett Hughes 
(applicant/property owner) 12 West Rd - Construction of a 
propane distribution 
facility. A site walk is scheduled for Thursday, December 
10th at 4:00 pm. 
 
KEVIN ASKLAR, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 
Dated at Marlborough, CT this 10th day of December.

1TB 12/18

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

The Historic District Commission will hold a virtual public 
hearing on December 21, 2020, at 7:00 P.M. to hear and 
consider the following petitions:

1.   Town Green Improvement Project – Certificate of Ap-
propriateness (2020-02) – To implement the improvements 
of the Community Connectivity Program grant including 
renovation of the main path, erection of a new bus shelter 
and installation of new lights, benches and trash recep-
tacles on the Town Green.

At this hearing interested persons may be heard and 
written communications received.  A copy of this petition 
is in the Planning and Zoning Department, Town Hall, 127 
Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular 
business hours (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday).

Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair 2TB 12/11, 12/18

TOWN OF PORTLAND
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At the December 14, 2020 regular meeting, the Inland 
Wetlands Commission took the following action: 
 
Approved Application #20-01: 179 Ames Hollow Road.  
Request for a 3 lot subdivision.  Application of Michael 
Roy. Property of M&R Custom Homes LLC. Assessor’s 
Map 42 Lot 7-1. Zone RR.

Approved Application #20-02: 1200 Main Street (CT 
Route 17A). Request for a picnic facility and related im-
provements. Application of 321 LLC. Property of 321 LLC. 
Assessor’s Map 75, Lot 7.  

Dated in Portland, CT. this 15th day of December 2020
Richard Morin, Chairman
Inland Wetlands Commission

1TB 12/18

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Conservation Commission at its meeting 
of December 7, 2020, took the following action:

APPLICATION APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS:
 Application #12-20 - Mirabito Holdings Connecticut LLC/ 
Brett Hughes  (applicant/property owner) 12 West Rd - 
Construction of a propane distribution facility.

APPLICATION APPROVED:
 Application #13-20 – Mr. Marcus Wilkinson (applicant/prop-
erty owner) 69 Lakeridge – stonewall repair on waterfront 
property. The application is continued until December 7, 
2020.

APPLICATION CONTINUED:
Application #14-20 – Gordon Sime (applicant/property 
owner) Pettengill Vacant Lot – Construction of a single fam-
ily house within 30’ of marked wetland area. The application 
is continued until January 4, 2021.

APPLICATION CONTINUED; SITE WALK SCHEDULED:
 Application #16-20 – Bill G. Jonbalaj (Applicant) 21 Austin 
– HGB LLC (Property Owner) South Main Street (Between 
11 & 19 South Main Street) & Johnson Road - Special 
Permit - Village Cluster Residential Planned Development. 
A site walk is scheduled for 10am on Saturday, December 
19th.

Dated at Marlborough, CT this 16th day of December. 
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Yvonne Bolton, Chair

1TB 12/18

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 
LEGAL NOTICE

All persons liable to pay the second installment for Real 
Estate, Personal Property, Motor Vehicle and the first 
installment for the Supplemental Motor Vehicle tax to the 
Town of Marlborough as levied on the October 1, 2019 
Grand List are hereby notified the taxes are due and pay-
able on January 1, 2021 and will be delinquent February 
2, 2021.  The mill rate for the 2019 Grand List is 36.27.  
Delinquent bills shall be subject to interest of 18% per year 
(1.5% per month).  Minimum interest is $2.00.  

Tax payments may be paid at the Tax Collector’s Office, 
26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT or by mail to Tax 
Collector, PO Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447.  Checks 
are to be made out to the Town of Marlborough.  The Tax 
Collector’s hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Tax Payments can be paid 
on-line at www.marlboroughct.net  with MasterCard, Visa 
or ACH (automatic checking).  A Drop Box to the left of the 
main door to the Town Hall is available for payments or the 
Tax Collector window.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara C. Murray, CCMC
Tax Collector

3TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/22

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, Janu-
ary 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to consider the following:

PZC Application #20-06: Request for Text Amendment to 
Zoning Regulations, Table 7.4.4 “Permitted Uses in Flood 
Plain Zone & Special Flood Hazard Areas” to allow dwell-
ings in a Special Flood Hazard Area by Special Permit. 
Application of Frank Magnotta, P.E.

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be 
heard and written communications will be received. A copy 
of this application is available for review on the Town of 
Portland Website: www.portlandct.org  
 
Dated at Portland, CT. this 8th day of December 2020
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

1TB 12/18

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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to advertise in the Rivereast News Bulletin 
Real estate Section Call 860-633-4691

ReAL estAte
Office / Retail
Space for lease. Prime location.  

103 New London Tpke., Glastonbury

CaLL 860-280-7284
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CDL Seasonal Heating Oil / Propane
DELIVERY DRIVERS

DANIELS ENERGY – PORTLAND, CT
“We need “SEASONAL” CDL drivers to be part of our Heating Oil and 
Propane Fleet”! “Our business is expanding and we need to expand our 
staff, so come join our Team”! Daniels Energy is a family owned company 
looking to hire SEASONAL CDL drivers with at least one year experience 
transporting liquid product. The right candidate would need to possess 
either a Class A or B driver’s license and have HazMat and Tanker 
endorsements at the minimum.
Requirements: Professional, clean cut, and drug free. Pre-employment 
drug screening and background check required. Must be able to meet the 
requirements to possess a medical card. Valid Driver’s License and good 
driving record a must. Excellent communication skills required. Ability to 
read, write, comprehend, and follow instructions. Ability to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide and compute rates.

We offer highly competitive pay based on level of driving experience.

Email resume to set up an appointment:
DDetuccio@DanielsOil.com or ChrisM@DanielsOil.com

Snow removal, snowblowing and
shoveling.  Equipment operator. Must have
a valid and clean driver’s license. Good Pay.
Thompson Landscape 860-659-1438

HELP WANTED 
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CNA 
for Assisted Living Community in Hebron CT

 Looking to hire compassionate CNA’s for an 
Upscale Senior Living Community.

Third Shift Part Time and Full Time available.
You must enjoy working with senior citizens 

and giving outstanding customer service.
Must have a current Certified Nursing Assistant 

Certificate in accordance with state requirements.
Please send resume to 

mcorso@colebrookvillage.com.
Competitive pay.

CIY12-11-20

empLoyment
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McCorrison D.W. Fish Real Estate 
Wishing you a safe, happy holiday
season and best wishes for 2021!

Close to all the amenities! A truly 
move in home. 1325 s.f. 3 BR, 2 
BA, & partially finished basement 
allows for future expansion. Fenced 
in back yard for furry friends and 
young ones. Seriously a nice home at 
a great price!

Manchester $199,900
Just minutes from CCSU! A great 
opportunity to invest. 2 levels of 
rental opportunity! A property with 
beautiful woodwork and original 
details. You should take a look at this 
home if you are considering making 
an investment. 

New Britain $209,900
Nice home in the south end of town 
near Glastonbury. 4 BR’s. 1 Full Ba, 
kitchen w/ss appliances, c/air, newer 
mechanical updates, and paint. Great 
rear deck for outdoor entertaining. 
Close to shopping & schools.

East Hartford $179,900

4 Main StREEt
HEbRon, Ct 02854

860-228-9451
Roderic “Mac” McCorrison, Broker

New ListiNgs!
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It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill up 

the rest of the pages that counts.

ReAL estAte

BUILDERS- 1.38 ac lot, 
4 minutes to Colchester  
center, R/Ranch plans and 
site plan included.  $56,900. 
Call 860-537-1100 

HEBRON APARTMENT 
FOR RENT. Spacious six 
rooms plus bath.  Outdoor 
spaces, walk to town. Credit 
check, deposit, no pets.  
$1,600. per month includes 
utilities.  860-306-3967

rentALs EAST HAMPTON REAR 
E N T R A N C E  O F F I C E 
S U I T E  F O R  L E A S E . 
Approx. 700 sq ft with 3 
rooms. Located at 11 West 
High St. (Rt. 66). $625/
mo. includes utilities. Safe 
alternative to home office. 
Available immediately. Call 
(860) 267-1040. 

CROMWELL 2ND FLOOR 
STUDIO REMODELED, 
gas heat ,  no  pets  or 
smoking, 1 year lease and 
security. $725./month. Call 
860-685-1487

MARLBOROUGH OFFICE 
ROOM FOR RENT in clean 
professional building in 
Marlborough just off Route 
2, Exit 13. Heat/hot water/
electric included. Call/text 
860-463-2880 for details.

KREIGER LANE - Available 
Nov. 1, 1800 SF office - 
warehouse. Bathroom and 
overhead doors. 860-633-
5469

Glastonbury Center – 2 
Bdrm $1,290 Inc. Heat 
/ Hot water. Excellent 
condition. Large 2 bdrm; 
Lvg room; 1 bath; large 
kitchen, hardwood floors 
throughout.  Private parking 
lot; laundry in building; large 
storage area. Heat and 
hot water included. Perfect 
for someone looking for 
an immaculate apartment. 
$1,290/mo. 860-798-7403.

GLASTONBURY CENTER 
– 2 Bdrm $1,390 Inc. Heat 
/ Hot water. Excellent 
c o n d i t i o n .  L a r g e  2 
bdrm, Lvg room, 1 bath.  
Quartz, stainless and tiled 
kitchen. Hardwood floors 
throughout.  Private parking 
lot; laundry in building; large 
storage area. Heat and 
hot water included. Perfect 
for someone looking for 
an immaculate apartment. 
$1,390/mo. 860-798-7403.

hOUSING 
DISCRIMINatION 

IS IlleGal 
For help 

Call
 888-247-4401

If anyone refused to 
rent to you because 
of your source of 
income, race, color, 
national origin, 
sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, 
marital status, age, 
disability or because 
you have children, 
you may have been 
the victim of illegal 
housing discrimi-
nation. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

WELDER/FABRICATOR:  
C u s t o m  S h e e t  M e t a l 
Fabrication, light structural, 
min 5-10 yrs experience, 
steady work, good benefits.  
Call for interview.  860-
828-3762

S H E E T  M E T A L 
M E C H A N I C S , 
A P P R E N T I C E S  & 
HELPERS:  Steady work, 
good benefits.  Call for 
interview.  860-828-3762 

MECHANIC  NEEDED 
FOR AUTO SHOP IN 
MIDDLETOWN under new 
ownership. ASE certification 
a plus but not required. 
Welding experience a plus. 
Must have your own tools. 
Immediate hire! Call George 
at 203-624-0105

Building Code and Enforcement Official

The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the 
full-time position of Building Code and Enforcement Official. 
This position is responsible for town-wide code inspection 
and compliance.  It involves interpretation and application 
of the State Building Codes.   The successful candidate will 
be an energetic, motivated, self-starting, customer-service-
oriented individual, as well as a team player capable of 
leading a small office.  
 
Extensive experience in building construction, including site 
preparations, building systems and mechanical systems, 
experience as an inspector or designer of building and 
construction or an equivalent combination of experience 
and training is required. Considerable ability to interpret 
state and local codes, regulations and ordinances including 
current CT building-related codes, A.D.A, zoning, etc.   Must 
be licensed as a Building Official by the State of Connecticut 
within six (6) months of appointment.  Must hold a valid 
Connecticut driver’s license, with clean driving record, and 
be in good physical condition.  Supervisory skills required. 
 
This is a bargaining unit position.  $73,786 - $86,807 per 
year commensurate with experience and education, plus 
benefit package.  Job description and employment applica-
tion available atwww.easthamptonct.gov.
 
Interested candidates are required to send a cover letter 
along with a resume, and employment application to the 
Town of East Hampton, Department of Human Resources, 
1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, no later than 
January 8, 2021, or until filled.    EOE/M-F/AA.

1TB 12/18

East Hampton Public Schools
is seeking Substitute Teachers.

Applicants must be over 18 years old with a High School 
Diploma or equivalent and have experience with school-

age children.  The position reports to the principal or 
designee at the location to which they are assigned and 
is responsible for providing instruction and managing the 

learning environment.  The per diem rate is $105.

Please apply on-line at http://www.applitrack.com/east-
hampton/onlineapp/.

For further information contact Mary Clark, mclark@
easthamptonct.org.

 The Town of East Hampton is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

3TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/15

$510,000 East Hampton

7 S Wangonk Trail 

$665,000 East Hampton

74 SpEllman poinT road

$258,500 East Hampton

18 SEminolE Trail 

SOLD!
$150,000 East Hampton 

5 SEminolE Trail 

SOLD!

$535,000 East Hampton 

61 mEEkS poinT road

SOLD!
$300,000 East Hampton

65 mEEkS poinT road

SOLD!

$350,000 East Hampton 

13 SEarS lanE 

SOLD!
$420,000 East Hampton

2B WEST STrEET 

SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!
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tRee & LAndscApinG

SERVING: Residential, Commercial, Municipal

Free Estimates I Owner/Operator
Licensed & Insured

860-205-3266
Grinding & Land Management
DB Stump

VETERAN DISCOUNTS
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Brush Cutting, Forestry Mulching, 
Stump Removal

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Fall Rates Available, Call Now!

Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TrEE rEmovaL

Seasoned Firewood
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

Licensed arborist 
on Staff

We 
Climb

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E
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ai 860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care
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On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Stone Wall Work • Retaining Walls

 Boulder Walls – using stone on your site or our stones

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Wayne’s

860-883-3234
waynestreeservicellc@comcast.net R

E
6-

5-
20

For All Your Tree Removal Needs
Colchester & 
Surrounding 

Towns

FREE
EsTimATEs

FULLY iNsURED
tree service, llc

• Yard Clean-Ups • Seeding & Fertilization
• Weekly/Bi-Weekly • Hedge & Bush Trimming

• Mowing/Edging • Tree Service/Pruning
• Mulch Bed Maintenance • Snow Plowing/Ice Control
• Lawn Repair/Weed Control • Gutter Cleaning

Residential & CommeRCial lawn CaRe

FRee estimates 
insuRed 860-294-2864
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PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
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6-
20

Excavation Land Clearing Drainage Concrete 
Retaining Walls Waterlines Foundation Prep
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
CALL TODAY FOR SNOWPLOWING

Licensed 
& Insured P7 License

860-335-0247
www.PromisedLandEarthworks.com
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Michelle Eastwood

michelle.eastwoodproperties@gmail.com 
312-371-5658

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Kira Coon

kiramcoon@gmail.com 
860-575-3177

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Angela Aresco Vikki BrothersVanessa Aquino Kristie BenjaminPeter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey

Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Amy Howard

amyhowardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-716-5475

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Brian Mitchard

brianmitchardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-834-3204

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com 
203-667-7436

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Preston Roth

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com
860-662-0735

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester
www.CarlGuild.com

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796

ReAL estAte

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Winter Is Here!

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Now Scheduling ROOF RAKING
Please think of your roof tops as more snow will accumulate with each storm
and the heavier it will get, especially if it hasn’t been given a chance to melt.

RLFrancks@comcast.net

Roof
Shoveling
Commercial & Residential

Call for an estimate today!

— lawns-n-Stuff —
(860) 295-9692 R
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Free Estimates
860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

Handyman
& Home

Improvement

Call today for 
a free estimate: R
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Kitchen & Bath Remodels, Painting,
Decks, Hardwood, Basement Finishing,

Windows & Siding

pielallc.com

HIC 0641273
Fully
Insured

860 995 8596

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!
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A & T Refinishing 
Kitchen Cabinet 

Makeovers
Custom Staining, 

Painting & Refacing
Licensed & insured

(860) 918-1760
Al NIxoN

Shaw Drywall
Hanging & Taping

Quality Work

860-228-0680
Jim Shaw

Insured • HIC#0623063
shawdrywall.com R
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We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions, 

renovations, interior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
R

E
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Home impRovement

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 PORTLAND, CT

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT8-27-20

HIC #0650282

Call for 
ServiCe

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Call Marty at 860.859.2506
or cell 860.884.8664
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Specializing in

Walkways, Patios,
Steps & Retaining Walls

Grading • Land Clearing
Drainage Work & Drywells

Free Estimates • HIC #566697 • Fully Insured
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A Family Tradition
Since 1955

Roofing • Siding • Decks
Windows & Doors

Porches • Carpentry

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms • Painting
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Stairs • Decks • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

MANNY’S
fine wood floors, llc

Sanding, Installation
and Repair

Refinishing Unfinished 
& Refinished 

Hardwood Floors

Free estimates

CI
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20(860) 377-9990
Lic. #085467 • Insured

BOYCE
CONSTRUCTION
In Business Since 1975

Decks &
Screen Porches

www.boyce-construction.com

860-212-8799
860-267-0682
BoyceConstruction@gmail.com

Lic. #517557 Fully Insured

CIT8-6-20
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BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

S T A R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING - Call today 
for a free estimate on all 
your Interior and Exterior 
needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, 
gutters, landscape services, 
porches, patios, framing, 
carpentry, siding, kitchens/
baths, basements, flooring 
(tile, hardwood, laminate 
& vinyl), painting/staining, 
insulation, trim, etc. Locally 
owned. Licensed/Insured. 
James 860-573-3597.

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All 
types of tile work, kitchens, 
baths. All work guaranteed. 
16 years experience. Call 
508-0893.

DANNY ZERIO  T ILE 
- Custom Installation & 
Repair.   Over 30 yrs. 
Experience.  Fully insured. 
Free Estimates. 860-543-
1224

G R A V E L ,  S T O N E , 
MILLINGS, SAND, MULCH 
AND TOPSOIL, 3½ ton 
deliveries.  Dump runs, 
single item pick ups.   Call 
Tom for pricing. 860-228-
7171.

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
- All types of interior and 
exterior home repairs. 
From drywall to plumbing, 
painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to 
Help,  Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917- 3154  

R E N E ’ S  I N T E R I O R 
TRIM LLC  -35 yrs of 
experience in all phases 
of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, 
Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, 
Wheel chair ramps, New 
hatchways, Replacement 
windows, Sump pumps, 
Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water 
damage and rot repair of all 
kinds such as leaky roofs, 
doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete 
repair of drywall and plaster. 
We also combat the entry of 
mice and more. Call Rene 
(860)643-0428

M I C H A U D  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T  & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE: 
Deck, windows, siding & 
odd jobs. No job too small. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

C H A R L I E ’ S  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT. 20+ years 
experience. Basement 
hatchways, entry, interior, 
storm and garage doors. 
Decks, tiling, carpentry, 
porches, screening, drywall, 
ceiling fans, suspended 
cei l ings and paint ing. 
H a n d y m a n  S e r v i c e s . 
Guaranteed work. Call 860-
463-9077.

Home impRovement

tRee & LAndscApinG

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FoR sALe

seRvices

cHiLdcARe

 

CIT6-18-20

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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0Walls – $159

18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-13-20

860-819-4821
E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com

CT LIC# 0648345

Chatham Property Services
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NOW OFFERING

Snowblower/Lawnmower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASK FOR TED

860-918-1731

 Pickup/Delivery 
Available

CT LIC. #0608517
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, LLC
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

Residential & Commercial • Over 20 Years Experience

Insured
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FIREWOOD: SEASONED/
SPLIT hard wood full cord 
$240. Half  cord $150. 
Deliver included to local 
area. All wood tumbled 
for clean delivery. Quick 
Delivery. Call 860-633-5766.

FOR SALE; PFALTZGRAFF 
CHRISTMAS HERITAGE 
DESSERT PLATES and 
pedesta l  mugs,  g lass 
chess, backgammon and 
checkers set, 22”x28”x30” 
high wooden dollhouse,   
downhill and cross country 
skis. Call 860-202-5308

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT. Great for 
art projects, wrapping and 
packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. 
The Glastonbury Citizen, 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street). 633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  –  S p l i t , 
seasoned, all hardwood, 
mostly oak, 20” lengths, 
delivered locally.  Full cord 
$230, 1/2 cord $125. Call 
860-267-0419.

CORD WOOD FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE. $190. per cord. 
Call 860-209-5772.

B E A U T I F U L  S O L I D 
CHERRY CURIO CABINET 
will display valued items 
on four glass shelves 
highlighted by in-cabinet 
lighting. $200. Wood cabinet 
with storage and swivel top 
- ideal for television. $40.  
860-836-1048

CARPET CLEANING - 
Have your carpets dry 
c l e a n e d .  E l i m i n a t e 
p rob l ems  assoc i a t ed 
with water. Best method 
available for removal of 
pet stains, etc. Removes 
a l le rgens.  Uphols tery 
cleaning. Completely safe. 
References, insured. Since 
1977. Stay healthy, keep 
clean. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

POLISH WOMAN CAN 
CLEAN YOUR HOUSE/
OFFICE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 50% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, 
references. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 
860-268-2301.

C I N D E R E L A ’ S 
CLEANING. Commercial 
and Residential. Weekly, 
biweekly or monthly. Fully 
insured. Can do windows 
and painting. 25 years of 
experience. Call Cindy 860-
301-0975, 860-342-1607. 
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

HOLIDAYS ARE HERE! 
Let me make your home 
sparkle. Years of experience 
c l e a n i n g .  E x c e l l e n t 
references. Use my own 
vacuum and mop. Excellent 
cleaning performed. 860-
402-6774

INFANTS, INFANTS pre-
enrolling at Our Children’s 
P l a c e  G l a s t o n b u r y . 
1 open ing per  month 
December-June 2021. 
Call 659-4766 for appt to 
see our wonderful center, 
meet our exceptional staff 
and see our educationally 
enriched programs that will 
delight your children. Bring 
the family and enjoy our 
Family Discounts. www.
ourchildrensplacechildcare.
com

Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Your Neighborhood Painters
Call NOW for a quote on:
• Custom Interior / Exterior Painting & Staining
• Cabinet Refinishing • Light Carpentry • Textured Ceiling Repair & Re-painting
• Color Consult w/ each project

877-646-7774
www.franklinpainting.com

HIC #570442

Our Professional Painters Are 
Full-Time Bonded Employees, 

NOT ‘Subs’.
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Member, PDCA Residential Forum

P
D
C
A

SNOW PLOWING Hebron/
Amston. 35 years driveway 
plowing experience. 20 
years in business in Hebron. 
Not our first rodeo. Call a 
pro. 228-7297

C H I M N E Y 
MAINTENANCE: Cleaning, 
Caps, Dampers, Flashing, 
Furnace Liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner of 
Glastonbury’s local chimney 
service. William Allen 860-
633-1033

FLOOR SANDING AND 
REFINISHING: Custom 
staining and f inishing. 
Repa i r ing  and  lay ing 
of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 
647-9261

WE DO DUMP RUNS/
ODD JOBS .  Deck and 
pool removals. Will remove 
junk from your basement, 
garage and attic. Trucks, 
Bobcat and dump truck 
available. 860-209-5146

D U M P  R U N S / L I G H T 
HAULING:  Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-
garages, even the junk in 
the backyard.  Call Mark 
@ 860-295-9692 or cell 
916-9577.

BL IND REPAIR  AND 
RESTRINGING. We provide 
factory certified repairs on 
shades and blinds from 
Hunter-Douglas, Comfortex, 
Graber. All about blinds, 89 
Main Street, East Hampton. 
860-267-8330

DUMP RUNS, CLEAN-
OUTS, brush. Reasonable, 
responsive, courteous, 
conscient ious. Angie’s 
listed. Glastonbury Salvage 
LLC 860-280-6318.

NO MOVE TOO BIG OR 
TOO SMALL, residential, 
c o m m e r c i a l ,  m o v i n g 
labor, driver service, on-
site moving, emergency 
moves, etc.  Affordable, 
experienced, professional, 
eff ic ient ,  23 years  o f 
experience. Dump runs 
included.  860-518-8309 


