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 Fire Prevention Poster Contest… In December, fourth- and fifth-graders at Jack 
Jackter Intermediate School in Colchester participated in the annual Connecticut 
Fire Prevention Poster Contest. This year’s theme was, “Fire Prevention - Every-
one/Every Day.” Over 40 students participated. The submissions of grade four 
student Abbie Barthel (left) and grade five student Benjamin Romasanta (right) 
submissions were each chosen to advance at the state level.

Bransfield Nixes
Gunfire Ordinance 

By Jack Lakowsky
Portland First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield 

told the Board of Selectmen last week she will 
not proceed with a controversial gunfire ordi-
nance plan, which was drafted after dozens of 
resident complaints about excessive gun use. 

“There are a lot of problems with this or-
dinance,” Bransfield told the board at its Jan. 
6 meeting. “I’ve had many phone calls from 
knowledgeable people who correctly pointed 
out that some parts of it are inappropriate. 
There’s still a lot of concern about noise, but 
this ordinance just isn’t appropriate.”

Although plans for this ordinance are 
scrapped, Bransfield and the selectmen agreed 
to carefully review Portland’s existing noise or-
dinance with the town’s legal team. 

Portland’s town charter caps permissible 
noise levels at 100 decibels at all times, and 
80 decibels during nighttime hours – defined 
as 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. One hundred decibels is 
as loud as a motorcycle, power lawnmower, or 
jackhammer, according to Purdue University. 
Profound hearing loss can result from frequent, 
prolonged exposure to this noise level, the uni-
versity said. 

Shotgun blasts, for example, average around 
170 decibels, according to Purdue. 

The selectmen in a December meeting dis-
cussed measuring gunfire acoustics but decided 
as a first attempt to draft the ordinance, as it was 
a cheaper option than hiring an acoustical en-
gineer. 

Bransfield read over a dozen resident letters 
in opposition to a new ordinance. The common 
narrative was that Portland already has a noise 
ordinance, so anything dealing with gunfire 

would be redundant and unnecessary, as well as 
place undue burden on law-abiding gun hobby-
ists.

One opposition letter was sent by the Port-
land Fish & Game Club, which said its own 
self-regulation is already stricter than the law 
requires.  

Selectman Jim Tripp, who like Bransfield is 
a Democrat, said he would also rather look at 
existing laws and ordinances, adding that he did 
not agree with the nixed ordinance’s written no-
tification requirement. 

“We have a fairly narrow issue,” said Tripp. 
“Most gun owners are very careful and very 
well-trained.”

Tripp went on to explain that the town should 
still try to deal with loud, round-after-round 
shooting. He said, on the other side, residents 
should not have to listen to daylong shooting 
sessions. 

Tripp said ordinance enforcement is the most 
effective solution, given that neighbor-to-neigh-
bor communications have broken down. 

Fellow selectman Ralph Zampano, also a 
Democrat, said the board wants to make sure 
the community is not impacted by “irregular, 
abnormal noise.” 

“I know the argument many times is ‘What 
I do on my property is my business’. But bul-
lets can leave your property,” said Zampano. 
“I understand people are mindful, but done in-
correctly, bullets will go elsewhere. Accidents 
happen. We’ll make sure everyone’s rights are 
observed, but that works both ways, and there 
are rights on both sides.”

Hebron Selectmen Say ‘Not for Us’ to Condemn Capitol Riot
By Sloan Brewster

Following last week’s deadly riot at the U.S. 
Capitol, Hebron Board of Selectmen member 
John Collins tried to get the rest of the board to 
agree to a resolution stating President Donald 
Trump should be removed from office.

His fellow selectmen, however, did not see 
the matter in quite the same way.

At the Jan. 7 Board of Selectmen meeting – 
one day after a mob of Trump supporters, con-
testing the election, infiltrated the U.S. capitol 
in Washington, D.C. while Congress was meet-
ing to certify the presidential election votes by 
the Electoral College – Collins, a Democrat, 
made a motion stating that the board “con-
demns the Trump inspired assault on the Capi-
tol Jan. 6 and supports the immediate removal 
of Donald Trump, immediately through consti-
tutional means.”

In the lengthy conversation that ensued, 
board members stated that while they thought 
the actions at the capitol were unacceptable, it 
was not their place to approve such a motion.

“I hear your emotion; I understand your pas-
sion,” Board of Selectmen Chairman Daniel 
Larson, a Republican, told Collins. “As far as 
I’m concerned, those people are the exact same 

people, the exact same type of individual, that 
was doing the rioting, the burning, the looting 
of our cities” last summer.

Larson continued, “I find the action yester-
day, as well as the actions of these other indi-
viduals that I just mentioned, deplorable.” 

Selectman Gail Richmond, a Republican, 
used similar language, calling the scene “de-
plorable” and “reprehensible.”

Selectman Marc Rubera – who like Collins 
is a Democrat – said that, as a police officer, 
watching the events unfold was “sickening” to 
him, and openly agreed that Trump needed to 
go. But he joined the three Republicans on the 
board in saying it was not their place as Hebron 
selectmen to state as much.

“I would love to see Donald Trump removed, 
but I’m not sure that we as a board should vote 
for any type of action to do that,” he said.

Larson, admitting to not being “a great lover 
of Donald Trump” said he supports and backs 
the Constitution, but the board should focus on 
the town.

Selectman Peter Kasper, a Republican, said 
while no one would argue that what took place 
was “one of the worst things you’ve ever seen,” 
he questioned whether the motion was within 

the board’s scope.
Richmond said the board was elected to work 

for the residents and that she did not think the 
motion was in its purview.

“It’s not for us to say anything about,” she 
said.

Collins repeatedly stated that he disagreed 
and that the board should take a stand, saying 
the situation was reminiscent of Revolutionary 
War times and that in such instances towns of-
ten set up committees and talk about national 
occurrences and coordinate activities.

“We are facing what is unprecedented in 200 
years of American history,” he said. “If we can’t 
stand up and … voice our concern, who will?”

However, Collins’ colleagues on the board 
said they felt the discussion made their thoughts 
on the matter clear.

Larson said that all last summer the country 
witnessed an assault on “on basic good, decent 
citizens by unruly mobs” and that there needs to 
be an end to the destruction “from all sides” and 
“constructive discussion.”

“All I see is everybody wanting to flex their 
muscles,” he said. “And if this continues, I can, 
honestly say, I see where this country could end 
up degrading into a civil war mentality, and 

that’s scary.”
While calling last summer’s riots “abhor-

rent,” Collins rejected their comparison to “an 
assault on the Capitol to stop a constitutional 
process from happening.”

He again said the board had the responsibility 
to speak for the people of town and support the 
Constitution and democracy.

When it finally came time to vote on the mo-
tion everyone on the board abstained, save Col-
lins, who voted in favor of it.

When Collins suggested that the motion car-
ried since his was a ‘yes’ vote and the others 
were abstentions, Larson said he changed his 
vote to ‘no’ and thus the motion does not carry.

Despite the completed vote, the discussion 
continued.

“We all agree that we were disgusted with 
the actions but we don’t agree to the motion,” 
Richmond said.

“It’s absolutely not our role as elected offi-
cials,” Larson reiterated.

In a phone call Tuesday, Town Manager An-
drew Tierney said the board was “blindsided” 
by Collins’ motion, which had not been added 
to the agenda in advance. 
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I like hot dogs. I admit it. There’s nothing quite like a foot-long hot dog with chili or 

slathered with hot pepper relish on a properly toasted roll (you’ve got to use the ones 
with the flat breaded sides to get the best results). 

And yet there are people out there—yes, here in America—who find hot dogs dis-
gusting.  And rather than keep their opinions to themselves, many of these oddities 
enjoy greeting your avowed love of the hot dog with disdainful comments such as:

“Yeah, if you knew what they put in those things, you’d never eat one again,” or “I 
hear they sweep up all the scraps at the slaughter house and stuff them in a casing,” or 
“Did you know they put the whole (pig, steer, road kill possum or whatever) through a 
giant grinding machine, bones and skin and fur and all to make hot dogs?”

No, I didn’t know that. And what’s more, I don’t care. I prefer to think that hot dogs 
are made in paradise out of heavenly manna by elfin angels and sent to us securely 
packaged—much like God sends us steaks packaged in plastic wrap so we don’t have 
to ponder the uncomfortable implications of the food chain thing.

Nevertheless, the hot dog comes under serious assault from time to time by people 
who are intent upon destroying sacred American icons and who think because they 
are able to subsist on a variety of seeds and weeds and other unpalatable stuff, we 
should all be similarly punished. They typically broach their resistance to hot dogs as 
a health or safety issue or, alternatively, that it’s immoral to grind up God’s creatures, 
put the resulting mush into a casing, slather it with mustard and sell it for $8.50 at a 
baseball game. I will concede that $8.50 for a hot dog is immoral; otherwise, I remain 
unmoved. 

A few years ago, some safety organization whose name now escapes me but is 
presumably a “nonprofit” operating on government grant money and staffed by folks 
who know what’s best for the rest of us (whether we like it or not) issued a proclama-
tion that hot dogs are a public health threat—not because they clog your arteries, but 
because people sometimes choke to death on them. It seems that the iconic hot dog 
with its cylindrical shape is “the perfect plug” for children’s airways. 

The solution, according to the group, is a total redesign of the hot dog, or, at the very 
least there should be a government mandate requiring them to carry warning labels 
that they are a choking hazard. 

These do-gooders consider themselves activists working on behalf of mankind. I 
have another word for them.

Sissies 
What do they prefer? A square hotdog?  A hot dog served up like a lump of hash? 

You would think the nation’s ballparks were littered with blue-faced corpses clutching 
the remnants of half-eaten hot dogs in their cold dead fingers.

At about the same time this “redesign the hot dog” suggestion hit the air waves, 
the news stations and newspapers reported that scientists were perplexed as to what 
prompted a killer whale (yes, friends, a killer whale) to…um…kill its trainer at Sea-
World in Orlando, Florida. Scientists and animal activists were baffled. 

This is what our world has come to:  We are supposed to live in mortal fear of chok-
ing to death on a hot dog, while at the same time viewing death in the jaws of a killer 
whale as some kind of aberration of nature.

Helloooooo….
I have only one question here: Why do you think they call them killer whales? And 

when’s the last time a hot dog dragged somebody into the water and drowned them?  
Okay, two questions.

You know what? If you’re afraid of choking on a hot dog, I have a simple solution 
for you. 

Chew. 
God gave you teeth for a reason. Use them. 

Jim Hallas, Publisher

Editor’s Desk continued on page 4

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Horrifying. Absolutely horrifying. And 
now people need to pay.

Last week’s attack on the U.S. Capitol by 
armed insurrectionists was a sight I never 
thought I would see. The images felt like 
those you’d see in foreign countries – not 
those that you’d see here. 

But, it can happen here, and it did – and 
now there needs to be accountability.

Five people died as a result of the actions 
of the domestic terrorists – including a Capi-
tol Police officer who was literally beaten to 
death. In the hours and days that followed the 
invasion, it became clear there could’ve been 
so much more bloodshed.

There is no way to deny, in my view, that 
Trump is the driving force behind this. He’d 
been encouraging people for weeks to gather 
in Washington on Jan. 6 and march to the 
capitol. He promised it would be “wild.” The 
morning of Jan. 6, he gave a rousing speech, 
firing up the crowd even more, and pledged to 
march with them to the capitol. (He of course 
did not; instead he hopped in his car and drove 
away.) 

Trump’s attorney, the despicable Rudy Gi-
uliani (to think I once respected this man), 
revved up the crowd even further, calling for 
a “trial by combat.” TRIAL BY COMBAT!!! 
On the freaking U.S. Capitol. Was he being 
literal? Doesn’t matter – it’s incredibly vio-
lent language to use before a crowd Giuliani, 
Trump, and many others (including several 
Republican politicians right there in the Capi-
tol that morning) had been lying to for two 
months. He knew what he was doing.

There needs to be accountability. Not just 
for Trump and Giuliani but for the Republi-
can senators and representatives who played 
a hand in this – the un-American embar-

rassments like Ted Cruz, Josh Hawley, Mo 
Brooks and others. 

Of course, over the past week there have 
been many Republicans who say there needs 
to be “healing” and “unity,” and thus any at-
tempts at removal from office or other just 
punishments should be avoided. Sweep it 
under the rug, they say, for the good of the 
country.

What a crock. You “unite” by holding crim-
inals accountable for their actions; you “heal” 
by not letting terrorists win.

Despite video of the insurgents literally 
shouting “Hang Mike Pence!”, Pence him-
self wants Trump to escape responsibility 
for being the central role he played in last 
Wednesday’s invasion. In a letter sent Tues-
day night, Pence rejected calls to invoke the 
25th Amendment, again touting the “unity” 
and “healing” crap. (And of course quoting a 
Bible verse; that’s our Mikey, pandering to his 
base until the very end.)

So, that leaves it up to Congress. As I write 
this, I have no idea the impeachment winds 
will blow. The House will likely vote to im-
peach, but will the still-Republican-controlled 
Senate vote to convict? Despite somewhat en-
couraging comments by Mitch McConnell, 
I’m not sure. Too many Republicans seem to 
want to let Trump off the hook.

Which brings me to another point. I was 
hoping, against hope, that when Congress 
reconvened last Wednesday night, after the 
Capitol had been cleared of the insurgents and 
order restored, that the Republicans  who had 
pledged to challenge the electoral vote would 
realize things had gone too far, that enough 
was enough. And while indeed there were 
some Republican senators who appeared to 

Noise, Not Safety
To the Editor:

In last week’s edition of the Rivereast there 
was an article concerning shooting in the town 
of Portland. Some residents have complained 
about shooting by one individual shooting on 
his own property. Another heard a gunshot near 
the Air Line Trail. The result is a draft ordinance 
that restricts the right of all property owners to 
shoot unless such shooting is approved by the 
police chief. 

The complaints are about noise not safety. 
Hearing a gunshot is completely different than 
the noise one hears from being shot at.

Reg Farrington – Portland

Americans, Speak Up
To the Editor:

Last Thursday, I put forward a motion, “the 
Hebron Board of Selectmen condemns the 
Trump-incited violent assault on our nation’s 
capital and supports the immediate removal of 
Donald Trump as president through constitu-
tional means.” The board rejected this motion. 
I was the lone ‘yes’ vote. One member, an avid 
Trump supporter, falsely equated the attempted 
coup with the violence in cities such as Portland 
and was willing to give it a pass since, in his 
mind, that violence had not been condemned. 
(It has been widely condemned including by me 
in these pages.) 

Another member said, “What good would it 
be for us to pass this motion, who would care?” 
Well, I care and so do most people in Hebron. 
Other members said it wasn’t the business of 
the Hebron Board of Selectmen to speak on is-
sues except that which affects the town of He-
bron. The overthrow of the government affects 
everyone, including Hebron citizens. 

The FBI now expects armed groups to in-
vade the 50 state capitols, including Hartford, 
on Inauguration Day. It is the responsibility of 
citizens in our democracy to stand up to sedi-
tious bullies and violent extremists and to stand 
for America. At least that’s the way I think. Lo-
cal governments (tinyurl.com/y2j72r65), local 
boards (tinyurl.com/y3cgfk5t) and organiza-
tions such as the National Association of Man-
ufacturers (tinyurl.com/y6cezsk2) and other 
business leaders (tinyurl.com/y2alc3d7), uni-

Wreaths Across America
To the Editor:

Thank you, so much, for working through 
all the challenges that 2020 presented to bring 
the mission to Remember, Honor and Teach, to 
Westchester Cemetery in Colchester! We hope 
you had a safe and restful holiday and a won-
derful start to the New Year! We met our dona-
tions’ quota to have a wreath for placed for each 
fallen veteran from the French and Indian War 
through the Vietnam War buried in this cem-
etery. 

A special thanks to the Colchester Veterans 
Honor Guard for their dedication each year to 
make this a very special ceremony held on the 
third Saturday of December. We were also for-
tunate to have the Colchester Rotary, Interacts 
and Boy Scouts Troop 109 assistance.

With gratitude, 
Linda Pasternak, Roberta Avery

Wreaths Across America

Correction
In a letter to the editor in last week’s 

Rivereast, Amie Meacham of Kindness with 
Kids was identified as a Colchester resident. 
She is actually an East Hampton resident.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Huge Thank You
To the Editor:

A huge thank you to all of the Portland resi-
dents who have donated to the Friends of the 
Portland Library’s 2021 Membership Cam-
paign in the past two months. At a time when 
many of our other sources of income have been 
eliminated or severely limited by the pandemic, 
donations from members have become even 
more important. These donations allow FPL to 
support the Library’s DVD, e-book, e-Audio-
book and educational software purchases, along 
with the Museum Pass Program, the Summer 
Reading Programs and a variety of programs 
for all ages throughout the year.

If you missed the FPL newsletter when it was 
included in the Nov. 13th issue of the Rivereast, 
you can read it and catch up on all of the pro-
grams and services that FPL supports at our 
website friendsofportlandlibraryct.org. You can 
also follow us on Facebook @portlandctfriends.

Although Portland Library’s building is cur-
rently closed to the public, our creative Library 
staff continues to offer an impressive slate of 
programs, many of which are supported by 
FPL. To learn more, see the Library article that 
appears each week in the Rivereast’s Portland 
pages or visit their website at portlandlibraryct.
org.

Thank you, Portland, for your continuing 
support of FPL and the Library, especially dur-
ing these difficult times. Your donations help 
make the difference between a good library and 
a great library.

Sincerely, 
The Executive Board

Friends of the Portland Library

 Forty Years of Service… A surprise celebration was held recently during a live-stream 
Sunday worship service at Marlborough Congregational Church, UCC, to recognize 
Alice Rowley (right), who has served as church administrator for 40 years. Recorded 
videos from past and present church moderators, gifts, cards and letters from the 
congregation, family and friends were given, along with a dedication of her office in 
her name. The event was organized by church moderator Jessica Rowley Trusz (left) 
and church pastor the Rev. Bob Faulhaber Jr. (not pictured).
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Let the savings pile up this winter season 
with a quote from Sica Insurance

– Get great rates that start at $200

– Liability limits up to $2 Million

– Fast, Friendly Service

Trump’s Last Gasp
To the Editor:

Trump has blood on his hands.
His call to arms led to an attack on the House 

and Senate by a mixture of white supremacists, 
anti-Semites, neo-Nazis, self-appointed mi-
litias, QAnon and other delusional types who 
profess to be patriots but are truly members of 
the cult devoted to following the siren call of 
the cult leader.

“Only I can save you,” claimed Trump, 
whose core beliefs involve only his own self-
interest. His “America First” cry was based 
upon a 1930s group that was pro-German, iso-
lationist and anti-Semitic. This group included 
Lindberg, who was in awe of Hitler’s air force. 
“America First” disbanded after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

Trump deserves impeachment and removal 
of all emoluments associated with his terms of 
office. He has violated his oath of office, pro-
moted insurrection and acted treasonously.

Until there is full accountability of those who 
promoted the lies about recent elections (sena-
tors and representatives included) the country 
cannot be healed.

Ed Gyllenhammer – Portland

Thanks to Our Volunteers!
To the Editor

As we enter a new year, we would like to take 
a moment to reflect back on everything that was 
2020. We all faced, and continue to endure, a 
global pandemic, social distancing, building 
closures, changing policies and the list goes 
on. Here at the Colchester Food Bank, we are 
not afraid to brag that we have the best volun-
teers that anyone could ask for! We have a solid 
group of individuals that have been with us for 
years and they took everything that was thrown 
at them and pushed through without hesitation.

Among the chaos, they helped us to manage 
a food bank location change, which came with 
an entirely new organization system. They tire-
lessly sorted through a record-breaking amount 
of food from the Boy Scouts food drive at the 
same time as the generous holiday season do-
nations poured in. Food Bank clients now have 
the opportunity to fill out an online order form 
in order to ensure that families are getting the 
items that they need, while also reducing any 
food waste. Our volunteers fulfill these orders 
each and every week. We are a part of the Gem-
ma Moran Food Center, as well as the Con-
necticut Food Bank and that requires traveling 
to New London once a week to pick up goods. 
The health crisis has brought a whole new set of 
changing requirements for this process as well 
and our volunteers have happily obliged and 
carried out their chosen responsibilities with a 
smile. 

There are not enough kind words that we 
could use to describe this amazing group of 
individuals and we thank them with our whole 
hearts. We can’t wait to continue working with 
them each and every day! 

Colchester Youth and Social Services

Correcting Misinformation
To the Editor:

At the special meeting of the Portland Pub-
lic Schools Board of Education on Thursday, 
Jan. 7, the BOE deliberated when and how to 
reopen our schools to the students. The collec-
tive unions listed below would like to clarify in-
formation that was inaccurate and incomplete. 
That evening, BOE members stated multiple 

Forever Grateful
To the Editor:

2020 was a difficult year, but for our family 
we had a blessing in that our daughter was born 
on April 18. As such, we were very busy taking 
care of a new arrival and finding ways to en-
tertain our 3-year-old son during the pandemic 
proved difficult.

And so, we want to sincerely thank the He-
bron Douglas Library for their valiant efforts 
throughout the pandemic. One of our son’s fa-
vorite things to do pre-COVID-19 was go to the 
library – and when everything closed, he would 
continue to ask daily “can we go to the library 
and get some books?” And thanks to the dedi-
cated staff, we could! Reserving him a stack of 
books online was a lifesaver. It became his fa-
vorite thing to do weekly – when the baby was 
taking a nap, he and Mom or Dad could take a 
special drive to the library to pick up his books. 
His excitement was contagious and we all be-
gan to get excited about “library day” – it got 
us out of the house for one thing, and that in 
itself was really helpful to our overall mood and 
outlook. I want to send a sincere, heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who did, and continues to do, 
the very best job of serving the community even 
as the method changed.

So thank you very much, Hebron Douglas Li-
brary. In a year of ups and downs, you filled our 
reservation orders in record time, you gave us a 
bright spot in a difficult year, and you provided 
our family a weekly moment of joy – we are 
forever grateful.

Sincerely,
Jess Engster

Amston Resident and Mother of Two

The World is Watching
To the Editor:

As last week’s siege of our country’s Capi-
tol unfolded, former Pennsylvania senator Rick 
Santorum turned to his fellow CNN commenta-
tors naively claiming he couldn’t fathom how 
we had reached this point. Santorum must con-
sider most Americans as ignorant as the pro-
verbial frog slowly boiling to death in a pot of 
water.

Under the watchful eye of conservative lead-
ership, over the past four years United States’ 
democratic norms and its world standing have 

slithered into the gutter. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) feigned ignorance to 
nonstop tweet storms of political lies, autocratic 
fawning and vitriol that threatened our democ-
racy. Evangelicals, enforcers of a Biblical code, 
turned a blind eye to numerous salacious alle-
gations, name-calling and violent rhetoric that 
warped our moral fabric. Senator Susan Collins 
(R-ME), as if admonishing a 5-year-old cookie 
thief, excused her vote against impeachment by 
asserting our nation’s leader had “learned his 
lesson.” 

And still, even after an unprecedented assault 
on our Capitol, “leaders” such as Senator Ted 
Cruz (R-TX) and Josh Hawley (R-MO), forged 
ahead, at the expense of our democracy, with 
their testosterone laden plan to bolster their 
own political ambitions by giving credence to 
the totally debunked voter fraud allegations of 
a deranged and dangerous president and his sy-
cophants.

Anyone not staring at their navel, or portfolio, 

during the last four years will find no surprise in 
the despicable demagoguery that fomented an 
unprecedented attack on our democracy. Any-
one declaring “this isn’t who we are” must look 
again. It is. And if we don’t face it and act – to 
start by replacing lies with facts and resurrect-
ing civility – then we are no smarter than a boil-
ing frog.

The world is watching. And we may not get 
another chance.
Katherine Throckmorton – Middle Haddam

versities and their organizations (tinyurl.com/
yyzjlgst) have spoken up. They thought it was 
their business – because it is. 

Despite the very disappointing result on 
Thursday night, the condemnation of armed 
insurrection and the removal of Mr. Trump as 
president remains the business of every Ameri-
can. 

John Collins – Hebron 
Note: Collins is a member of the Hebron 

Board of Selectmen but is speaking as an in-
dividual.
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★ Letters cont. from page 3

Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
feel this way, well over 100 House Republi-
cans still went against the electoral vote. This 
despite court after court, recount after recount, 
determining that Biden won the election.

It was incredibly disheartening. There was 
no wake-up call. The push to legitimize lies 
continued.

It’s been coming out over the past few days 
that those Republicans who still voted against 
the electoral vote did so, in many cases, out 
of fear – and that many will wind up voting 
against impeachment for the same reasons. 
U.S. Rep. Jason Crow, a Democrat from Col-
orado, said Wednesday morning he’s talked 
with some Republican colleagues who “are 
afraid for their lives if they vote for this im-
peachment.” 

Indeed, Politico chief political correspon-
dent Tim Alberta tweeted Wednesday that 
“numerous” House Republicans have received 
death threats over the past week. “I know for 
a fact several members want to impeach but 
fear casting that vote could get them or their 
families murdered.”

And look, that’s chilling. Absolutely chill-
ing. It’s horrifying that things have gotten 

this bad. In a lot of ways, though, this is the 
monster Republicans created – first by sup-
porting Trump and then letting his rank abuse 
of power go unchecked for four years. More-
over, like I said earlier, haven’t we been told 
over and over you don’t let terrorists win? The 
people who stormed the Capitol last week, the 
people who are threatening families – they’re 
terrorists. No ifs, ands or buts. They’re home-
grown, domestic terrorists. We don’t negotiate 
with terrorists, and we don’t give in to their 
demands.

That said, it’s a tough spot to be in – a very 
tough spot. These guys have my sympathy. 
Still, that’s even more reason why something 
needs to be done. We can’t let the insurrec-
tionists, and the people who fueled the insur-
rection, get away with it.

There is no healing without accountability. 
There is no unity without people being held 
responsible for their actions.

Then, and only then, can the country truly 
move forward.

***
See you next week.

Correcting Misinformation
To the Editor:

At the special meeting of the Portland Pub-
lic Schools Board of Education on Thursday, 
Jan. 7, the BOE deliberated when and how to 
reopen our schools to the students. The collec-
tive unions listed below would like to clarify in-
formation that was inaccurate and incomplete. 
That evening, BOE members stated multiple 
times that the “teachers” had requested that 
school not fully reopen to students for the fol-
lowing week. It was clearly stated by Superin-
tendent Charles Britton at the Jan. 5 meeting 
that some of members of the reopening com-
mittee that is made of individuals representing 
parents, custodians, administrators, teachers, 
administrative assistants, paraprofessionals, 
school nurses and the health district were not in 
favor of returning students to school beginning 
on Jan. 11. 

The association representatives for the ad-
ministrative assistants and the paraprofession-
als also requested a one week delay during 
the committee meeting as was restated by Dr. 
Britton that evening. However, on Jan. 7, BOE 
member Tim Lavoy continued to state that 
it was only the teachers that wanted to delay 
school reopening and misrepresented the num-
ber of teachers that were in favor. In fact, as 
stated by CEA-Portland President Sue McDou-
gall on Tuesday, an overwhelming majority of 

Veil of Racial Equity
To the Editor:

While America’s story has not always been 
heroic, it has been sustained by a belief that jus-
tice and equality will prevail, even during our 
worst moments. 

The difference today, however, is several 
converging factors deteriorating our discourse 
and contributing to civil unrest. Namely, Citi-
zens United and the enormous amounts of dark 
money perverting our politics. The elimination 
of the fairness doctrine, which opened the flood 
gates to conservative hate speech, and the un-
regulated wild west of social media, which has 
spoon-fed propaganda and racist paranoia to 
those with a limited understanding of history 
and government.

The reality is by 2040, the U.S. will have a 
minority white population. This browning of 
America has been the perfect ruse to deflect 
the economic frustrations of MAGA loyalists, 
who are afraid of losing their power and po-
litical status, away from the actual culprits of 
their dissatisfaction and into a white rage that 
scapegoats minorities. The MAGA rallies, like 
the Tea Party protests before them, have never 
been about constitutional infringements or per-
sonal freedoms. These groups are well aware 
of how white America has historically treated 
minorities and benefited from white privilege. 
Thus, they are instead terrified the tables may 
be turned on them. 

If there was one single moment when the 
veil of racial equality collapsed, it was when 
domestic terrorists sieged the U.S. Capitol and 
trampled democracy. Following years of petty 
grievances, racial paranoia and white privi-
lege, Trump managed to convince a coalition 
of white supremacists, evangelical Christians, 
gun-nuts and conspiracist simpletons that he 
was their solitary hope against a merciless gov-
ernment. In reality, the delusions of a madman 
in a red baseball cap didn’t change conservative 
white America, they simply revealed them.

Joe Stevens – Hebron

Trail of Lights
To the Editor,

In an effort to help spread holiday cheer dur-
ing such an abnormal year, Portland Parks & 
Recreation and Economic Development teamed 
up with Claire Frisbie from the Portland His-
torical Society to create Portland’s first annual 
Trail of Lights! Portland residents who saw our 
social media posts or virtual flyers were invited 
to have their home or business added to a map 
of holiday lights and decorations. The goal was 
to get families out of their homes, exploring 
Portland, and enjoying the beautiful holiday 
displays created by our spirited community 
members! 

Within the small window of time that this ac-
tivity was put together, we managed to recruit 
49 homes and businesses that requested to be 
included on our map! We added some friendly 
competition to the activity by creating a Straw 
Poll which contained all of the addresses and a 
display name (if provided by the decorator). All 
decorators were asked to have their displays lit 
up and available for viewing from 6-8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays, 12/18-19, 12/25-26, and 
1/1-2. The Straw Poll opened on Dec. 18 and 
closed on Saturday, Jan. 2, at 11:59 p.m. 

We would first like to thank Claire with the 
Portland Historical Society for her assistance 
and enthusiasm in the creation of the map. We 
also want to thank all of the home and business 
owners who participated and made this activity 
possible for the Portland community!

Congratulations to our top 3 Trail of Lights Despicable Despot 
To the Editor:

I was shocked and horrified (to say the least), 
but not surprised, by the attack on the Capitol 
and Democracy by the far-right wackos who 
worship Donald Trump as their hero and gath-
ered to do battle for him. The riotous insurrec-
tion was orchestrated by Trump and his syco-
phants, and spear-headed by Rudy Giuliani 
who called for “trial by combat” at the “March 
to Save America” rally. Well, the “America” 
they’re claiming to save is not the one I was 
taught about in school. 

The skirmishes came just shortly after Trump 
addressed thousands of his supporters, riling up 
the crowd with his baseless claims of election 
fraud. 

And what did Trump do while the Capitol was 
being defiled by his followers, as lawmakers 
and staff were fearing for their lives and people 
were dying? Trump tweeted “stay peaceful.” A 
weak message purposely delivered too late. 

After the mayhem calmed down, Trump 
called the rabble “patriots” and said he loved 
them. 

On Thursday, after intense pressure from op-
ponents and allies alike (some calling for his 
removal from office), Trump did an about-face 
and described the attempted coup as “a heinous 
attack” on the republic. Daddy scolded his chil-
dren! That must’ve stung!

Two Sets of Rules
To the Editor:

As we have just witnessed, the 2300 Capital 
Police were ill-prepared or perhaps they were 
encouraged to enable the protesters so the left 
could once again (CNN, Anderson Vanderbilt 
Cooper, etc.) sensationalize the events that took 
place. While it was mostly peaceful I was ap-
palled by the violence which I do not support. 
It would be difficult to ascertain whether they 
were infiltrated by members of Antifa or other 
left-wing radical groups but it’s entirely pos-
sible. Either way, those responsible should be 
held accountable. 

I was deeply saddened to see a young Air 
Force female – unarmed – shot to death by se-
curity. It did not appear that she was a threat 
to him. Just imagine if this officer had shot 
and killed a Black Lives Matter protester. All 
hell would have broken out. Multiple days of 
riots, burning of federal buildings, looting and 
assaults would have occurred. This “Trump” 
rally/protest was quelled in one day and order 
was restored.

The second set of rules applies to the afore-
mentioned Antifa, a large, violent, anti-gov-
ernment organization. They along with Blacks 
Lives Matter staged a seven-day protest at this 
same location with destruction to federal build-
ings, historic statues and threats of assault on 
the White House. Kamala Harris fanned the 
flames while Joe Biden was hiding in his base-
ment. The same 2,300 cops were on duty but 
took seven days to restore order. Few if any 
were arrested. Don Lemon (CNN) never used 
the words mob but instead said their voices 
needed to be heard. Some protests (riots) are 
acceptable. 

The left, in addition to media support, also 
has Big Tech, which has chosen to censor op-
posing viewpoints, even the president of the 
United States.

More to come. 
Don Denley – Andover

Unimaginable
To the Editor:

The events of Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021, were 
unconscionable, fomented by the sham of a 
president. The stochastic terrorism incited by 
tRump is an abomination and if you still support 
Trump, you are an embarrassing abomination. 
You have blood on your hands if you still claim 
to be a ReTrumplican. Anyone who somehow 
considers themselves a patriot, urinates in the 
halls of Congress, and rubs their excrement on 
the walls is certainly not a patriot. Multiple po-
lice were beaten, one beaten to death, by mem-
bers of the so-called “Law and Order” Party. If 
you are still displaying Trump signs, MAGA 
hats, banners, and voted for Trump, you are the 
problem, a traitor, and side with the domestic 
terrorists. You should be ashamed of yourself. 
You probably do not have the intelligence to be 
embarrassed either.

I was there, a senior citizen, standing on the 
town green with a fellow Biden sign waver 
who wrote earlier about grade school children 
screaming “F-U” out the back windows of a 
passing car and flashing the single middle fin-
ger salute at us. What kind of a parent teaches 
their children that? 

To those who equate socialism with com-
munism please look up those two terms and 
understand the difference. Hopefully, you will 

Trump agreed to an “orderly” transition on 
Jan. 20th, while still saying he disagrees “with 
the outcome of the election” and spewing his 
baseless claims of voter fraud: “the facts bear 
me out.” What facts? There are none.

Before the seditious storm some Republi-
cans, including Mitch McConnell, abandoned 
the Trump ship; others jumped ship in its 
wake. But Trumpublicans hung onto the sink-
ing Trump raft in hopes that someday it’ll be 
salvaged. They gave Trump their support and 
cheered him even after the attack, during which 
a Capitol police officer had his skull split open 
by one of the rioters. Despicable.

Thank you,
Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

never have to depend on Social Security in your 
senior years because you should be denied that 
income. The way Trump snatches about $2,600 
every year from my SS income for his “tax cut,” 
you may not have that option anyway. Yes, it 
is an “entitlement” I worked for over 50 years, 
contributed to that system, so I am entitled to it.

As the daughter of an immigrant, and immi-
grants, I am embarrassed for this country by the 
actions of this fascist President and his minions.

Tricia Heldmann – Colchester
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We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that we could deliver 
superior home-selling services all across Connecticut for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% or even 3% 
traditionally charged. Since then we have sold 132 homes at a 1% listing fee and have saved our clients 

cumulatively over $700,000! 

If you would like to sell your home, receive superior service, and save thousands of dollars, call Kevin 
Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, at 860-882-9598. You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn more about 
our “1% Full-Service Listings”, see for yourself all of the homes we’ve sold, and read actual reviews from 
many of our satisfied clients. 
Savings based on a $400,000 sales price and home-seller paying Rockoff Realty’s listing fee of 1% vs. 3% charged by another 
Full-Service Broker. Any fee paid to a Buyer Broker is determined by the Seller.


If So, Then Consider Our 
“1% Full-Service Listings”

Selling Your Home?

We Deliver Superior Results at a Fraction 
of the Commission!

Rockoff Realty, 29 Lake Road, Amston, CT 06231

Savings of $8,000!
So whether your home is worth $200,000 or $2,000,000, or whether your home is in Wolcott or 
Woodstock, Thompson or Trumbull, or anywhere in between in CT, we will deliver superior full-service 
listing services, and save you many thousands of dollars in the process. And there are no gimmicks or 
hidden fees. Plus, we only get paid when your home sells, so there’s no risk to you!  

How do we do this? It’s simple: the Internet has changed how people buy and sell homes but the pricing 
models haven’t. We don’t have the extensive overhead that the Big Brokers do, but in the Internet Age, a 
Realtor doesn’t need a big expensive office that buyers and sellers rarely, if ever, go to! So we are able to 
get the job done well and pass the savings on to you, the home-seller! 
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Healthy 
resolutions for 
your heart

■ Decreasing risk of cardiac issues
■ How daily choices can improve  

your health
■ Tips to focus on heart health for 2021!
■ Plus, LIVE Q&A with the expert

PHONE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
Call 1.855.HHC.HERE (1.855.442.4373) 
After you register, you’ll receive an email with  
easy instructions on joining the virtual class.

Join our interactive class right from the comfort  
of your phone, computer or tablet and learn  
more about:

Wed., Jan. 20 | 5:30–6:30pm

PRESENTER: 
Adam F. Niedelman,  
MD, RPVI 
Cardiologist, Director of Vascular 
Medicine, Backus Hospital and  
Windham Hospital

Join us for a free virtual class

15475_east region_heart health webinar_Niedelman_5.125x10.5_kie.indd   1 12/15/20   11:57 AM
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Well Done, Trumpists
To the Editor:

Well done, all you Trumpists. You have suc-
ceeded in attacking and defiling American de-
mocracy. You have embarrassed our country 
throughout the world. Our enemies laugh and 
our allies shudder. You who put the Trump signs 
up on your lawns and fly the Trump flags are 
complicit. You who still maintain the signs and 
flags? Pathetic! You are the enemy from within 
that the founders most feared. The ones who 
would ignore truths, create your own false re-
alties, and then act on your misguided hatred 
to destroy “the last best hope on Earth.” Never 
again imagine yourselves as a Lincoln Repub-
lican. You are simple old-school racist xeno-
phobes who tried to rend our country as hap-
pened once before in the Civil War. You still 
carry their battle flag? You are still home to the 
KKK and their cohorts? 

You are the Christian Crusaders who attacked 
and looted more accomplished countries and 
cities. Moses advising his hoards to kill ev-
ery male and every woman that had known a 
man – but keep the female virgins yourselves 
as prizes. You adorn yourselves in the Ameri-
can flag, in Christian symbols, in Revolutionary 
War banners. But these are just disguises. Like 
wolves in sheep’s clothing, you seditiously in-
filtrate and scheme for the ruination of this great 
country. 

Thankfully, there are at least 81 million 
Americans that will never let you succeed. Your 
minority is going to be a much smaller minority 

Colchester Budget News
To the Editor:

The Colchester budget season has begun and 
over the next week there are two opportunities 
for voters to provide feedback and ask ques-
tions. The budgets are already being worked on 
and this is the best opportunity to weigh in near 
the beginning of the budget process.

The first chance is the Colchester Budget 
Survey. Take it this weekend, before it closes at 
8 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 18. The budget survey is 
one of the tools that the Board of Finance uses 
to obtain opinion from the voters. The survey 
link can be found on the home page of the town 
website: colchesterct.gov.

The second opportunity will be next week 
on Wednesday, Jan. 20, at 6:30 p.m., when the 
Board of Finance holds a public budget forum. 
The Zoom link for the meeting can be found 
on the calendar of the town website. First Se-
lectman Mary Bylone and Superintendent of 
Schools Jeffrey Burt will make brief presenta-
tions on their budget goals for both the current 
year and next several. Following, there will be 
an open forum for voters and taxpayers to ask 
questions and provide feedback on the presen-
tation points as well as any other topic they 
would like to speak on.

For future opportunities, check the budget 
page of the town website for the budget calen-
dar. In May and June there will be many oppor-
tunities during the budget workshops and the 
two budget public hearings to make comments 
and ask questions. 

Stand Up for Democracy
To the Editor:

As I am sure many of you were, I was 
shocked by what I saw transpire in my nation’s 
capital last week. This was not a protest but an 
attempted coup that led to the death of over 
five people. Going forward, after seeing a sit-
ting president attempt an insurrection to stay in 
power, anyone displaying Trump flags, MAGA 
hats or showing similar support of this hateful 
movement has identified themselves as actively 
in support of traitors and domestic terrorists.

During this past election while campaigning 
for Joe Biden and other Democratic candidates 
for office we were called socialists, commu-
nists, pedophiles, and cursed by Trump sup-
porters while on Colchester’s Town Green. This 
was the accumulation of four years of the hate-
ful policies and constant lying by the president 
of this country and those that blindly supported 
him. Unfortunately, we all knew that this would 
not end well, but few could foresee it coming 
to this; the attempted overthrow of our govern-
ment over claims of election fraud that have ab-
solutely no basis in fact. 

Best Decorated Winners!
First place – 23 Edwards Rd – Bascom 

Christmas Sparkle; Second place – 48 Rose Hill 
Rd. – Santa’s Favorite Lights; Third place – 52 
Fairview St. – The Donahue Family

Nate Foley, Director and 
Andy Dionne, Assistant to the Director

Portland Parks & Recreation

as we start to stand and fight back with more 
than just fact-based rebuttals. Impeachment, ar-
rests, incarceration, party-switching, business 
and bank abandonments and much more are go-
ing to teach you a humbling lesson. You were 
wrong all along. You were ignorant. The smart-
est among you will just crawl quietly away. 

Edmund Smith – Andover

The Annual Town Budget Meeting is planned 
for May 19, with the referendum likely to be 
held on May 27.

Rob Tarlov, Chairman
Colchester Board of Finance

Renouncing Trump now by those who have 
worked for him and supported him, though 
welcome, is way too little and way too late. We 
must never forget what happened last week, 
and those that attempted to overturn the will 
and votes of their fellow citizens through vio-
lence. We must stand up to these traitors who-
ever and wherever they are. There is no middle 
ground. You are either for democracy and the 
rule of law or you are not.

Michael Egan – Colchester 
Note: Egan is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Finance but said he is speaking as an 
individual.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!
Send anonymous pic including 

town to myglasspane@gmail.com
& get a guesstimate, or call
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net
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East Hampton

Store Hours: Mon-Wed 8-6; Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

East Hampton

Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now In Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery
Call Today!

Crystals  Jewelry  Shells 
Framed Butterflies  Fossils 
Minerals for Collectors  Art

Wed thru Sun: 11am to 6pm 
(next to Subway)

NEW IN TOWN! 
INTO THE WOODS 

— Gifts Inspired By Nature — 
106 Bridge Road, Haddam, CT 
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In-Person Learning Returns Next Week 
By Jack Lakowsky

At a special Jan. 7 meeting, the Portland 
Board of Education endorsed Superintendent of 
Schools Charles Britton’s new school reopen-
ing plan. Gildersleeve, Valley View and Brown-
stone students will return to full in-person 
learning on Jan. 19. 

Middle and high school students will return 
to a hybrid learning model on the same date. 
Older learners are slated to fully return to class-
rooms on Feb. 1, as long as the COVID-19 im-
pact until that time is minimal. 

There have been more COVID-19 cases 
among older students than younger ones, and 
older students have proven harder to cohort be-
cause their schedules vary greatly, school offi-
cials have said. 

The vote to approve the new plan was unani-
mous. 

“This two-week period will offer us the time 
we need to study the impact of COVID-19,” 
Britton wrote in a Jan. 7 letter to the district. 

In the meeting Britton, referencing the Jan. 6 
attack at the U.S. Capitol, said Americans ev-
erywhere are on the verge of breakdown – and 
Portland’s school community is no exception.

“Everyone wants in-person learning,” Britton 
said. “All teachers miss kids tremendously, but 
if people are scared, we need to be respectful 
of that, and as leaders, we must be responsive.”

Portland’s high COVID-19 transmission 

is not conducive to opening schools fully, the 
board agreed at its Jan. 5 meeting. As of Jan. 
7, Portland’s case ratio was almost 60/100,000, 
with 78 new cases found from just after Christ-
mas to just after New Year’s Day. 

Britton said this is Portland’s post-holiday 
COVID-19 surge. 

“It’s not good news, but it’s not unexpected,” 
said Britton, alluding to reports that Americans 
across the country ignored holiday pandemic-
prevention guidelines. 

Chatham Health District Director Russell 
Melmed spoke in the meeting, saying he be-
lieves the country and the state are in the worst 
days of the pandemic that has killed more than 
350,000 Americans. 

When schools fully reopen, Britton said CO-
VID-19 spread in the learning community is not 
a question of “if,” but of “when.” Despite this 
foresight, both Britton and Melmed explained 
that COVID-19 transmission in schools has 
been low.

“You don’t see a huge dip in cases when 
schools go remote,” Melmed said. However, 
Melmed went on to say that because the pan-
demic is worsening, students and staff are 
doubtless at higher risk of infection. 

Britton expressed optimism about vaccina-
tions for teachers. 

Melmed said that, due to the nation’s mid-
dling vaccine rollout, shots won’t start going 

into arms of the state’s 800,000 teachers until 
February. Melmed estimated the state’s teach-
ers won’t be completely vaccinated until April. 

Democrat Sharon Peters, the board’s chair, 
said the community at large is also responsible 
for how the district proceeds in the coming 
months, and people’s observance to protocols 
will be key in allowing what most claim is their 
goal, to get students seated into their desks, five 
days a week. 

“We’re partners in this effort,” said Peters. 
“Us, and the entire town.”

Britton’s letter reiterated Peters’ point. He 

wrote it’s important that all parents “monitor 
their child’s wellbeing,” and said it’s “critical” 
to keep children home if they are not feeling 
well. He said staff members are also directed to 
stay home if they are not feeling well.

“Collectively monitoring our wellbeing and 
taking personal responsibility by limiting expo-
sures in the community will be [key to] remain 
open for in-person learning,” he wrote.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Valley View School in Portland has an-
nounced its kindergarten registration process 
for the 2021-22 school year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 5 
on or before Jan. 1, 2022, should contact Val-
ley View at pgross@portlandct.us to indicate 
if they will be registering the child for kinder-
garten. Provide your child’s full name, phone 
number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will then be provided.

Knights to Offer
Pasta Dinner 

The Freestone Council Knights of Columbus 
will serve a takeout pasta dinner Wednesday, 
Feb. 3.

Dinners can be picked up from 4-6 p.m. in 
the rear parking lot of St. Mary Church, located 
at 43 Freestone Ave. Cost is $10 per person. 
Proceeds help fund the charitable works Coun-
cil 7 provides.

The dinner will feature pasta, meatballs, sal-
ad and roll. 

No pre-order is necessary. On the day of the 
meal chefs will be available at 860-342-2713 to 
answer questions.

The council offers take-out dinners the first 
Wednesday of every month.

For home delivery of dinners, call John Mc-
Nickle at 860-342-1415. 

Foodshare Coming
The anti-hunger organization Foodshare 

will be at Portland Food Bank, 7 Waverly 
Ave., on Monday, Jan. 25, at 1 p.m. You do 
not have to be a Portland resident or show 
any identification.

This will be a drive-thru, with your trunk 
open. Enter at Portland Library on Free-
stone Avenue and exit by the Senior Center 
onto Waverly Avenue.

Dean’s List
Jacob Kostraba of Portland made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Springfield College in 
Springfield, Mass. 

Kostraba is a health science major and has 
completed his Bachelor of Science degree at 
Springfield College. He will pursue a graduate 
program in nursing.

Engagement Announced
Kayla M. Pittman and Charles A. Weisen-

berger III, both of Williamsburg, Va., have an-
nounced their engagement.

The bride-to-be is the daughter of son of Pat-
rick D. and Janine Sterry Pittman of Morrison, 
Okla., and the granddaughter of John B. and 
Jane Sterry of Portland.

The future groom is the son of Charles A. and 
Robin Weisenberger II of Nazareth, Pa.

Pittman is currently a PhD student at The Col-
lege of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Va. 

Weisenberger is currently a PhD candidate at 
UMass Amherst.

A June wedding is planned.

 Charles Weisenberger III and Kayla 
Pittman
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com
860-398-0936

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair
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• Automatic  
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• Light Trucks
• 4x4
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Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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Proposed School Budget Up Nearly 4%, Layoffs Possible 
by Jack Lakowsky

Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton 
last week proposed a 2021-22 school budget of 
about $22.6 million -- up almost 4%, or close to 
$1 million, from current year spending.

Britton outlined the proposed spending pack-
age at a Jan. 5 meeting of the Board of Educa-
tion

The current year’s budget is $21.8 million, an 
increase of 2.26% from 2019-20 spending. 

Britton told the board he is “very mindful” 
that this year’s requested increased is nearly 
double what the town has previously approved. 

“I understand if at the end of our talks we 
need to make cuts, and we likely will, those are 
hard choices we can make,” said Britton. This 
requested increase, he said, can be used as a 
starting point. 

At the board’s subsequent Jan. 12 meeting, 
Britton said he doesn’t think this request is un-
reasonable and is within the “ballpark” of what 
the district can realistically get for its revenue. 

 The board was scheduled to have another 
budget meeting on Thursday, but all members 
except Democrat Meg Scata voted to cancel this 
meeting, preferring instead to take the time to 
review the budget. 

The board will continue budget talks at its 
Jan. 19 meeting. 

Britton said the Portland school system has 
yet to receive its allotment of the $774 million 
federal stimulus sent to help relieve Connecti-
cut schools of burdensome COVID-19 costs. 
This money will affect the “major bottom line” 
of the budget. 

As of Tuesday, Britton hadn’t heard how 
much this will be, he said in an email to the 
Rivereast. He said he hopes to know by the end 
of this week. 

Republican school board member Dave Mur-
phy this week said he sees very little “fluff” in 
Britton’s proposal. Murphy pointed out that 
84% of the increase is due to contractual salary 
increases, as well as increases in medical insur-
ance costs. 

Despite this jump in salary costs, Britton’s 
budget as proposed calls for cutting two full 
time teaching positions, likely employees from 
between grades K-4. 

In this week’s meeting, Britton said this is 
tentative until next year’s enrollment projec-
tions come in. He said he expects many parents 
to keep their children home for the year due to 
the pandemic. 

“I can’t commit either way now, we need to 
wait until spring to look at our numbers,” said 
Britton. 

Overall, Britton said, he is planning for a re-
turn to a pandemic-free, “normal” new school 
year. 

Maximizing health and safety for all students 
and personnel during the ongoing pandemic, 
identifying learning gaps that resulted from the 
spring 2020 shutdown, reviewing all systems 
with the goal of increasing equity, advancing 
social justice and fostering civil discourse, and 
finally, developing a multi-year plan to address 
current facility needs are all board of education 

goals for the upcoming school year. 
“I hope goal one is off the list next year, but 

the rest will be consistent focuses,” said Britton. 
To the last listed goal, Britton described the 

district’s facility needs as “tremendous.” Valley 
View Elementary School, for example, floods. 

However, Britton’s facilities budget of about 
$291,000 is not an increase over the current 
year’s and does not reflect any future plans or 
renovations. 

“That is just what we need to maintain,” said 
Britton. 

Britton said he removed from this budget all 
improvement plans for Portland’s three schools 
for younger learners, Valley View and Gilder-
sleeve elementary schools, and Brownstone In-
termediate School. 

Britton explained that he has formed a facili-
ties steering committee to “take a hard look” 
over the next 3-5 years at what those buildings’ 
future will be. 

Although he made no firm commitments, the 
superintendent said the new committee will ask 
“hard questions” including if, based on future 
enrollment projections, the district will need to 
close one of the three buildings. 

In an email to the Rivereast, Britton ex-
plained once the committee’s review and multi-
year plan is complete, it will revisit the needs 
of the schools and reprioritize them, charting a 
long-term path for the district. 

Britton said that earlier this school year, the 
district commissioned a $30,000 report that 
identified a large number of facilities needs as-
sociated with aging infrastructure. 

In a Tuesday phone call with the Rivereast, 
Portland First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield 
said the school district’s infrastructure needs go 
back about 20 years. 

When Bransfield served on the Board of Se-
lectmen in 2001, the town voted to build a new 
middle school and renovate the high school. 

“There’s always more work to be done on in-
frastructure,” she said. 

Work on the middle and high schools took 
about eight years. With this finished, Bransfield 
and other officials turned their scopes to the 
lower-level schools. Bransfield explained that 
for some reason, subsequent work on the three 
schools fell through. 

“Life gets in the way,” Bransfield said. “We 
never really finished all the work for those 
buildings.”

Under former schools superintendent Philip 
O’Reilly, improvements were made to Brown-
stone, including asbestos removal and instal-
lation of new windows. Bransfield also men-
tioned the solar panels slated to be installed on 
Brownstone. 

“I don’t think anyone should have their minds 
made up as to how to manage school infrastruc-

ture,” said Bransfield. 
Bransfield also thanked the Board of Educa-

tion for bringing these issues to the forefront of 
its pursuits.

One capital improvement plan Britton kept in 
his budget was the $550,000 project to replace 
the track at Portland High School. Britton said 
this is the district’s most critical capital need. 

“It’s pretty much replace or condemn at this 
point,” said Britton. 

Britton proposed a major increase of about 
40% for the district’s equipment budget, up 
$93,000 from the current year. Most of this 
increase is due to the district’s 1 to 1 student 
Chromebook initiative, which seeks to make 
sure all students in grades 5-12 are given a com-
puter. 

Many of the district’s Chromebooks are out 
of warranty and have reached the end-of-life 
stage. 

According to the superintendent’s budget in-
formation, providing older students with suit-
able devices under warranty would cost more 
than $500,000, to be paid over a course of four 
years – the life cycle of a Chromebook. 

Britton’s proposal is attempting to move 
the district into a leasing program, which will 
spread out the cost of the 1-to-1 initiative and 
would also allow reassignment of current de-
vices to younger students. 

However, Britton explained, a leasing agree-
ment is less attractive to town officials. 

“The town’s not big on leasing programs,” 
Britton said. “Entering into one is like buying 
a car, it becomes a standing commitment that 
goes on the town’s debt load. You sign that 
lease, and [Chromebook costs] can’t be cut at 
all. The town would prefer to see them bought 
every year, but that means they can be cut every 
year.”

Britton said new Chromebooks are often cut 
when school board budget requests reach town 
finance officials or the board of selectmen. 

Eric Martin, the district’s technology direc-

tor, in this week’s meeting said his goal is to 
always have 1000 Chromebooks available to 
students. 

“COVID has pushed us to a point where we 
have to have tech in the hands of every kid,” 
Martin said. 

Dean’s List
Harrison Deane of Portland made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Curry College in Milton, 
Mass.

Dean’s List
Megan H. Kostraba of Portland, a student in 

the College of Arts and Sciences at the Univer-
sity of New Haven, made the university’s fall 
2020 Dean’s List.

Kostraba is working on a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English.

First Congregational 
Church News 

First Congregational Church of Portland is 
a member of the United Church of Christ de-
nomination, and is an Open and Affirming con-
gregation. It is located at 554 Main St.

Weekly worship services are recorded in the 
church sanctuary and available on the church’s 
YouTube channel (First Church of Portland, 
CT). 

Anyone wishing to be added to the mailing 
lists (both electronic and postal service) of this 
congregation is invited to send an email to first.
church.pct@sbcglobal.net, or leave a message 
by calling 860-342-3244. For more informa-
tion, look for the church on Facebook at The 
First Congregational Church of Portland, or 
visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org.

Dean’s List
Emily Horn of Portland made the fall 2020 

Dean’s List at the University of Kentucky Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences.

Horn was majoring in psychology.

 Austin Pittman and Casey Lee

Engagement Announced 
Casey L. Lee and Austin L. Pittman, both of 

Owasso, Okla., have announced their engage-
ment.

The bride-to-be is the daughter of Diana 
Nuxoll of Effingham, Ill., Donna Stumborg of 
Mosinee, Wis., and Michael Jansen of Effing-
ham, Ill.

The future groom is the son of Patrick D. and 
Janine Sterry Pittman of Morrison, Okla., and 
the grandson of John B. and Jane Sterry of Port-
land.

Lee holds a Bachelor of Arts & Sciences de-
gree in legal studies and is currently employed 
as a legal assistant at Doerner, Saunders, Daniel 
& Anderson of Tulsa, Okla.

Pittman holds an A&P rating and is currently 
employed as an aviation maintenance techni-
cian at American Airlines in Tulsa, Okla. 

The date of the wedding has yet to be deter-
mined.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

175 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT 

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$45/month 

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$118/month

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$81/month
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Other sizes available.
Security gate. Easy access.

Call 860-267-1234
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Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is currently closed to the public until further no-
tice. Staff is still working, however. For more 
information call 860-342-6760 or email Mary 
Pont at mpont@portlandct.org or Carol Revicki 
at crevicki@portlandct.org. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 
8-11 a.m. 

Holiday Closing: The center will be closed 
Monday, Jan. 18, for Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.

Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger: 
While lessons at the center are currently on 
hold, seniors may take online lessons with 
Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natu-
ral Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email 
bivenne@yahoo.com.

T’ai Chi with Tom Cushing: Thursdays, 
10-10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Cost is $40 per eight-
week session, payable to Portland Senior Cen-
ter. Call the senior center if interested. 

AARP CT Webinar Wednesday: Wad-
sworth Atheneum Virtual Tour Series – 
Women Artists: Wednesday, Jan. 20, 1 p.m. 
Take a virtual tour of the Wadsworth Atheneum 
Museum of Art. Each tour features a different 
docent-led theme. The theme for this week is 
Women Artists. Register at aarp.cvent.com/
WadJan20. 

Fraud Fighting Fourth Fridays: Invest-
ment Scams: Friday, Jan. 22, 10 a.m. Offered 
by AARP CT and the Coalition for Elder Justice 
in Connecticut. This month’s theme is invest-
ment scams; learn the red flags and prevention 
methods to managing your financial future from 
Connecticut Department of Banking financial 
examiner Kelly Lent. Register at aarp.cvent.
com/FFFFJan22Invest.

AARP Driver Safety Classes: In-person 
classes have been canceled until April 1; how-
ever, the online course is still available along 
with the 25% discount. The course is available 
at www.aarpdriversafety.org. The promotion 

code is DRIVINGSKILLS. 
Senior Poetry Contest: The 28th annual 

Gerard F. Melito, Senior Citizens Poetry Con-
test is now open to residents of central Con-
necticut age 65 or older. All poems received are 
published in a booklet, distributed to each par-
ticipant and local libraries. To register and for 
full contest details, contact the Waverly Senior 
Center. 

Stay Connected: The objective is to help 
disabled adults age 18 and up and older adults 
age 60 and up connect with medical providers, 
community, family and friends during COV-
ID-19, using assistive technology (AT) to foster 
improved communication. All five Area Agen-
cies on Aging will assist with the screening 
process to select individuals who would gain 
the most from technology help. Contact the Wa-
verly Center for full details.

Musical Program: Saturday, Jan. 31, 2 p.m., 
via Zoom. Lynn Tracey, professional musician, 
will play and sing songs of a century, including 
genres of jazz, rock, folk, blues and more. Full 
details to follow!

Medical Rides: The center is offering seniors 
and disabled rides to the doctor on a limited ba-
sis. Fee is $5 per person. Two weeks’ notice is 
requested. Masks are required.

Foot Care at the Center: The fourth Tues-
day of each month, in the Nurses’ Room on the 
lower level of the center. Upon entering and 
leaving the building hand sanitizer must be used 
and a mask must be worn. Fee is $35 cash or 
check. Appointments run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
call the center to schedule one. 

Cans-4-A-Cause: Bottles and cans can be 
dropped off at the senior center. Call the cen-
ter for more information or email Jeff at my-
jakjeff@gmail.com.

Hair by Alexa: Men’s and women’s haircuts 
will return once a month, once the senior cen-
ter is open again. To schedule an appointment, 
call the center or call Alexa directly at 845-590-
9700. 

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 

Ave., has announced the following pieces of 
news:

Masses are celebrated by church pastor the 
Rev. John Antonelle. Weekday Masses are 
Monday and Tuesday at 8 a.m. and Friday at 
12:10 p.m. Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 
p.m. and Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m. Attendance 
is limited and masks must be worn with pews 
marked for social distancing. All safety precau-
tions are in place to protect against COVID-19.

Parishioners may also access the Sunday 
10:30 a.m. livestreamed Mass and past services 
via the church website, www.stmaryportlandct.
org. 

For more information, call the church office 
at 860-342-2328 between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. For 
pastoral emergencies, Antonelle can be reached 
at 860-342-2328.

Knights to Hold
Baby Shower

The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-
bus will hold its ninth annual Baby Shower the 
weekends of Feb. 6-7 and 13-14. A large box 
for donations will be located in the Gathering 
Place at St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone Ave.

All items donated will be shared with Port-
land Food Bank, as well as Birthright, an orga-
nization that new and expectant mothers with 
a range of support services, including no-cost 
pregnancy testing, prenatal health care, and ma-
ternity and baby supplies. 

Suggested new items should be unwrapped, 
include diapers, sleepers, blankets, rattles, bibs, 
bath towels, wipes, lotion, outfits, shampoo, 
bottles, baby bath, pacifiers, comb & brush sets, 
socks, gift sets, stuffed animals, blanket sleep-
ers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, diaper bags, 
booties, and more.

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 
also be available, and gratefully received. Do-
nations can also be mailed to Freestone Coun-
cil, P.O. Box 7, Portland, CT 06480.

 Brother Knight Charles Hermanson com-
mented, “This activity puts action into the 
Knights of Columbus’s support of those moth-
ers who choose life.”

For more information, call Hermanson at 
860-342-6117.

Trinity Episcopal
Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., will 
not hold any inside Sunday services or Church 
School while Portland is a COVID-red zone 
town.

Drive-in church parking lot services are be-
ing held at 9 a.m. Sundays. The church is also 
continuing its 10:30 a.m. Zoom Sunday ser-
vices indefinitely. Additional information on 
church services or Bible study opportunities is 
at trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Weather permitting, a free drive-in movie 
42 will be shown at the church parking lot on 
Saturday, Jan. 16, at 6 p.m. Rain/snow date is 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at 6 p.m.

The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Any group meeting 
at the church must follow current COVID-19 
protocols including wearing masks and social 
distancing.

For more information on church activities or 
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458. 

 Hot Cocoa Giveaway… On Dec. 22, Portland Parks and Recreation and the Waverly 
Senior Center teamed up for a Holiday Hot Cocoa Giveaway at Chatham Court. 
Parks and Rec. Director Nate Foley is shown here handing out a jar of hot cocoa.

Historical Society’s Annual Meeting Goes Virtual
The Portland Historical Society will host 

its annual meeting for election of officers and 
the executive board Sunday, Jan. 31, at 4 p.m., 
via Zoom. All are invited to attend.

To register, email Portlandcthistory@
gmail.com by noon Saturday, Jan. 30. After 
registering, people will be sent a confirmation 
email containing information about joining 
the meeting. Registrants may attend the meet-

ing by connected device or by dialing in using 
a telephone.

After brief reports by outgoing president 
George Gilbert and treasurer James McCabe, 
Bob McDougall, director of the Ruth Cal-
lander House Museum of Portland History, 
will give a brief overview of the society’s lat-
est project — the former Gildersleeve Store.
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Town Focus of New 
Images of America Book
The Colchester Historical Society has an-

nounced the release of Images of America: Col-
chester, a new book authored by the society’s 
Collections Chairman Emeritus, Gary Walter. 

The book features nearly 200 historic images 
of Colchester, each with carefully-researched 
captions, capturing the history of the town. Im-
ages of America: Colchester is part of the Arca-
dia Publishing series celebrating the history of 
neighborhoods, towns and cities across Ameri-
ca. In this book, Walter has created an overview 
of Colchester history from the late 19th century 
to the mid-1950s.

Throughout January, the Colchester Histori-
cal Society will sell Images of America: Col-
chester for $20 at the Colchester History Mu-
seum on Saturdays and Sundays from noon-2 
p.m., and Wednesdays from 5-7 p.m. Walter 
will hold book signings on the porch of the mu-
seum Saturday and Sundays, Jan. 16 and 23, 
and Sundays, Jan. 17 and 24, from noon-2 p.m. 
each day, weather permitting.

The Colchester History Museum is located at 
24 Linwood Ave., adjacent to the library. There 
is free parking behind the museum and library.

Colchester Federated 
Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz.

The church remains closed to the public un-
til further notice. The church has canceled in-
person worship and Sunday School until dis-
ease rates decline in Colchester. Worship will 
be offered via Facebook Live at 9 a.m. Sunday 
mornings by a small worship team and Sunday 
School lessons will be shared virtually with 
families. 

Virtual worship can also be found at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the “Wor-
ship & Sermons” tab.

Fire Calls
From Jan. 3-9, the Colchester Hayward Fire 

Department responded to 49 calls: 39 emer-
gency medical calls, nine fire/fire-related calls 
and two motor vehicle crashes (both single-car 
crashes) Calls included: 

Fire: CO alarm, one; electrical fire, one; gas 
leak, one; fire alarm, one; odor investigation, 
one; chimney fire, one; structure fire (Marlbor-
ough), one; outside fire, one; service call, one.

 Medical: sick person, five; cardiac distress, 
one; difficulty breathing, seven; lift assist, one; 
fall injury, five; mental disorder, four; medical 
alarm, two; back pain, one; cardiac arrest, three; 
seizure, one; abdominal pain, two; unconscious, 
two; stroke, one; overdose, one; injured person, 
one; suicide, one.

CHFD provided mutual aid three times last 
week – twice to Marlborough and once to He-
bron. It received it twice, once from Lebanon 
and once from Gardner Lake.

CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 
seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker 
signs are also available to order in blue or green, 
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are 
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., 
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘de-
partments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

The Collaborative for Colchester’s Chil-
dren (C3) has a new logo, as well as an 
updated vision, mission and tagline.

C3 Rebrands, Updates Mission
The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children 

(C3), a community partnership whose mission 
is to foster and promote a collaborative system 
of services and supports to empower young 
children and families, announced the launch of 
its new branding with an updated vision, mis-
sion, logo and tagline.

“Over the past 10 years, we have grown into 
a multi-faceted collaborative that positively im-
pacts the lives of more than 200 children and 
caregivers each year in our Colchester commu-
nity,” said Cindy Praisner, the early childhood 
coordinator for C3. “The new vision, mission, 
logo, and tagline capture our approach of sup-
porting children through service to families and 
our community”. 

C3 said its new vision, “Colchester’s chil-
dren and families are thriving within a nurtur-
ing community,” reflects its efforts to empower 
families through free programming such as play 
and learn groups and parent workshops. C3 
added that its new tagline – “Growing Stronger 
Together” – reinforces its commitment to em-
powering families and the community through 
building responsive relationships, calling out the 
importance of collaborative partnerships, shar-
ing of resources, and community engagement 
in the work. Lastly, within the updated logo is 
a house representing the central role of families 
in creating healthy outcomes for children and 

the community. The old logo is reflected in the 
C3 component on the face of the house, while 
the heart emphasizes the importance of support-
ive and nurturing relationships for all. 

This new logo and tagline work together to 
communicate C3’s commitment to positively 
impact the lives of children, families, and the 
Colchester community.

 Holiday Toy Drive… The State Police Troop K Cadets recently assisted at the Troop 
K Holiday Toy Drive. The event collected over 5,500 toys and gifts and $2,820 in as-
sorted gift cards, cash and checks. Pictured are the flight crew from LifeStar, Santa 
Claus, Hebron Resident State Trooper Daniel Greenwood and Police Cadet Zachary 
Berard presenting a $250 check from the Cadets to Troop K Master Sergeant Eric 
Peck. For more information on the Cadet program, call 860-465-5468.

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Zion Lutheran Church continues to offer 
online worship services that are available for 
viewing Sundays after 9 a.m. on YouTube. 
Search “Zion Lutheran Church Portland CT.” 
Pastor Sara Stall-Ryan, Music Director Allen 
Hill and church members have worked together 
to offer videos designed to be inspiring and in-
vite participation. 

Bulletins for each service are available on the 
church website at zionlutheranportland.org. 

Evening Compline services, the Christmas 
Eve service and the Christmas Pageant are still 
available for viewing on YouTube. 

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. The community is welcome to partici-
pate in all worship services and special events. 

For more information, or if you are in need 
of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, email 
zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit zionlutheran-
portland.org. 

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has 

made the following announcements. Registra-
tion required unless noted. For more informa-
tion and full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770. 

Curbside Only: Due to COVID-19 concerns 
and the expected post-holiday surge, Portland 
Library is closed until further notice, as per the 
Board of Selectmen. Curbside delivery is avail-
able; hours are Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m.; and Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Reserve items through 
the online catalog or call 860-342-6770. The 
outdoor book return is open 24/7, is emptied 
frequently, and the library continues to waive 
fines. If you need to print, scan and/or fax, call 
the library. 

Hours and services are subject to change; call 
the library or access the web page for current 
hours. The library is also on Facebook and In-
stagram. There will be no services on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, Jan. 18. The book 
return drop remains open during the weekend.

Youth Programs: Winter Reading Pro-
gram: For each row you complete on the Win-
ter Reading Bingo card, the library will donate 
one can of cat or dog food to Portland Food 
Bank. The more people read and complete our 
kindness challenges, the more they’ll help out 
area pets. Stop in to the library between January 
and February to pick up a bingo card. When you 
complete a row, email jrenk@portlandct.org or 
post a picture to the library’s Facebook or In-
stagram pages and write whether you want to 
donate a can of cat food or dog food. 

Preschool Science: Tuesdays, Jan. 19, Feb. 
2, Feb. 16, at 10 a.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-5. 
Kids will explore color, chemical reactions and 
more. Registration is required for each week, 
and space is limited. Supplies can be picked up 
in advance; a Zoom link will be provided within 
24 hours of the event. 

 Introducing President Pigeon: Wednesday, 
Jan. 20, at 7 p.m., via Zoom. Mo Willems’ Pi-
geon won the library’s 2020 presidential elec-
tion, held in November, and now it’s time for 

an inauguration party. Celebrate with Pigeon 
stories and a craft and meet some of Pigeon’s 
new cabinet members. Registration is required 
for this program and space is limited. Supplies 
can be picked up in advance; a Zoom link will 
be provided within 24 hours of the event.

Cat Party: Thursday, Jan. 21, at 3:30 p.m., 
via Zoom, for grades K-5. Show off your own 
four-legged real and stuffed friends. At the end 
of the party, kids will make a craft; supplies can 
be picked up in advance of the program. Regis-
tration is required and a Zoom link will be sent 
within 24 hours of the event. 

Online Storytime: Tuesdays, Jan. 26, Feb. 9 
and Feb. 23, at 10 a.m., via Zoom. Share sto-
ries, songs and other activities. Registration is 
required for each week, and space is limited. A 
Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours of 
each program. 

 Dog Party: Thursday, Jan. 28, at 3:30 p.m., 
via Zoom, for grades K-5. Show off your own 
four-legged real and stuffed friends. At the end 
of the party, kids will make a craft; supplies can 
be picked up in advance of the program. Regis-
tration is required and a Zoom link will be sent 
within 24 hours of the event. 

Adult Programs: Mystery Book Club Dis-
cussion: Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 1 p.m., via Zoom. 
The River by Peter Heller will be discussed. 

 Portland Forum: Thursday, Jan. 28, 10:30 
a.m., via Zoom. The book Tomorrow Will Be 
Different: Love, Loss, and the Fight for Trans 
Equality by Sarah McBride will be discussed. 
McBride was elected to the Delaware state sen-
ate last fall, becoming the first transgender state 
senator in the country. Copies of the book are 
available at the library. 

New Tool to Identify Home Energy Con-
sumption: The Kill A Watt power meter can 
tell you the actual electrical consumption of 
small to medium electrical devices in your 
home. It will also help you discover the hidden 
or ‘phantom’ loads that are common when elec-
trical devices are turned off. Library patrons are 
able to check out a toolkit just as they would 
check out a book.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-342-
6757. For more information, call 860-342-6757 
or email nfoley@portlandct.org or adionne@
portlandct.org.

Memo: Remember to socially distance, wear 
masks, and bring your own hand sanitizer while 
visiting town parks or facilities. Playgrounds 
and outdoor fitness equipment are open for use, 
but they are not sanitized. Refer to the signs at 
all of the parks and playgrounds for more in-
formation. 

Adult Program: Tai Chi with Ken Za-
borowski: Virtual Tai Chi: A new Wednesday 
class meets through Feb. 3, 9:30-10:15 a.m., via 
Zoom. Fee is $7/class. A new Saturday class 
meets through Feb. 6, from 10-10:45 a.m. Fee 
is also $7/class. 

Family Virtual American Sign Language 
Beginner Class: Tuesdays, Jan. 26-March 2, 
6-6:45 p.m., via Zoon. Learn the ASL alpha-
bet and corresponding words including basic 
words and phrases such as colors, numbers, 
family members and more. Fee: $70/Portland 
residents, $80/non-residents.

Youth Programs: Do-It-At-Home Doodle-
kits with Abrakadoodle: If a member of your 
household is interested in virtual art classes but 
is unable to commit to a weekly class, there 
are new DoodleKits. There are two separate 
DoodleKits for two separate age groups – Mini 
Doodlers for ages 3-5, and Doodlers for ages 
6-12. Each kit comes with all the necessary 
supplies and instructions needed for five win-
ter-themed crafts. Participants have the option 
of doing their crafts with Abrakadoolde over 
Zoom on Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m., but this is 

not required. Fee: $55 for one DoodleKit (five 
crafts) or $100 for two DoodleKits (10 crafts). 
Parks and Rec. will launch a new Valentine’s 
Day-themed DoodleCraft with Abrakadoodle 
that will be available in February. Contact Parks 
and Rec. for more information.

Online Art Enrichment with Abrakadoo-
dle: Wednesdays, Jan. 20-Feb. 24, via Zoom. 
Musical Masterpieces, for ages 3-5, meets 10-
11 a.m., and Do Re Mi Music & Art, for ages 
6-12, meets 4:15-5 p.m. Fee is $70, and includes 
all art supplies. Register by Monday, Jan. 18.

Virtual Paint Night: Thursday, Jan. 21, 
7-9 p.m., via Zoom, for families and children 
ages 6 and up. Fee is $22. Create art inspired 
by the Gond, the tribal people of central India. 
Program is appropriate for all ages and can be 
varied to skill. Each participant will receive a 
canvas board and paints for the evening. Paint-
brushes can be purchased for an add-on fee of 
$5. If you have your own brushes, this is not 
required.

Virtual Skyhawks Sports: The next wave 
of programs begins the first week of February; 
registration is underway. There will be Cheer-
leading (ages 6-9), Soccer Skills (ages 6-9), 
PhysEd Fun (ages 6-9), SoccerTots (ages 3-5) 
and HoopsterTots (ages 3-5). 

Virtual LEGO Masters: Coming soon. Par-
ticipants will compete in weekly virtual LEGO 
challenges. Contact Parks and Rec. for more 
information.
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Honor Roll
The following Colchester students made the 

Norwich Tech Honor Roll for the first quarter of 
the 2020-21 school year:

Grade 11: High Honors: Jaron Zimmitti
Grade 12: High Honors: Benjamin Petrosky, 

Thomas Russell, David Wyatt.
In case of any missed names, email nthrlist@

gmail.com with name, grade and level of hon-
ors. This is not affiliated with the school. 
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Do You Want to
Build a Snowman?

The Colchester-based food delivery service 
Füd invites children to participate in Füd’s 
Snowman Creation Challenge.

Children are invited to create a “snowman” 
any way you see fit – actual snow, tissue paper, 
cotton balls, etc. Submit photos of your child’s 
creation anytime between Jan. 17 and Jan. 22 to 
support@fuddelivery.com. 

Each participant will be entered to win a 
make-your-own-pizza kit from Plum Tomato in 
Colchester.Cragin Virtual

Book Club
The Cragin Memorial Library Virtual 

Book Club will meet Monday, Jan. 25, at 
6 p.m., via Zoom. This month, the club 
will read J. Ryan Stradal’s book The La-
ger Queen of Minnesota. Copies are avail-
able for checkout at the adult circulation 
desk at the library, 8 Linwood Ave. 

Registration is required for this free 
program; to do so, visit tinyurl.com/y2az-
rcor

For more information, call the library at 
860-537-5752. 

 Scout Troop 72 of Colchester held a “day of adventure” and Court of Honor at JN 
Webster Boy Scout Camp in November. Pictured here is Thomas Smith, along with 
his parents, receiving his Life Scout rank.

Scouts Hold Adventure Day, Court of Honor
Scout Troop 72 of Colchester held a “day of 

adventure” and Court of Honor at JN Webster 
Boy Scout Camp in November. 

The Scouts divided into small groups and 
worked on rank advancement requirements in-
cluding proper flag raising/ folding, fire build-
ing and knife handling. They also made a hot 
lunch and went on a hike around the camp. The 
day ended with the Court of Honor overlooking 
the lake. 

The Scouts have had to find creative ways 
to complete the requirements due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The troop is holding small 
group virtual meetings to help Scouts com-
plete requirements; in addition, the Connecti-
cut Council holds virtual merit badge camps. 
The troop is still very active with hiking, day 
trips with activities like archery and tomahawk 
throwing, working on several Eagle Scout Proj-
ects and have a campout planned for October. 
Check us out on our Facebook page. 

Rank advancements were earned from the 
following Scouts: The rank of Tenderfoot 
earned by Anthony DePaola, Justin Palmer, 
Benjamin Salemi, and Jay Wikarska. The rank 
of Life Scout was earned by Thomas Smith.

Merit badges were earned from the following 
Scouts: Tim Anderson – Family Life. Nicho-
las Paggioli – Communications. Benjamin 
Petrosky - Family Life. Brendan Reas – As-
tronomy, Aviation, Citizenship in the Nation, 
Communications, First Aid. Kevin Reas - Citi-
zenship in the Nation, Cycling, Mammal Study. 
Thomas Russell – Citizenship in the Communi-
ty, Communications. Thomas Smith – Cooking, 
Personal Management. Chase Vendrillo – Bird 
Study, Citizenship in the Nation, Chess, Law. 
David Wyatt – Communications, Personal Fit-
ness.

Earning their Totin’ Chip are Scouts Justin 
Palmer and Jay Wikarska. By earning this the 
Scout is able to build fires, use an ax and saw, 
carry and use a pocket knife.

The 50-Miler Award was earned by Nicho-
las Paggioli, Benjamin Petrosky, Brendan Reas, 
and Thomas Smith. Leaders can also earn the 
award, and it was received by Scout Leader 
Ben Smith, Assistant Scout Leader Mike Pag-
gioli, and Troop Committee Chairman Al Le-
tendre. For this special award, the Scout – or 
leader – had to cover over a trail (or a canoe 
or boat route) of not less than 50 consecutive 
miles and take a minimum of five consecutive 
days to complete the trip—all without the aid of 
motors. During the trip, each participant must 
spend at least 10 hours working on a conserva-
tion project such as trail maintenance.

The Hutchins Award was also earned by 
Thomas Smith. This is given to the Scout who 
worked the most community service hours for 
the year.

Troop 72 said it hopes to begin meeting 
again soon at the Colchester Federated Church 
on Mondays at 7 p.m.; it normally meets there 
from September-June each year. Children age 
11-17 are welcome. 

Contact Ben Smith at scoutmaster@
troop72ct.org with any questions.

Tax Deferment Program
The Board of Selectmen recently voted to 

defer taxes with application and offer the low 
interest rate program. 

Gov. Ned Lamont through an executive order 
is allowing municipalities to provide tempo-
rary tax relief options for their community in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The tax 
deferment program covers any tax, water and 
sewer bill that was due Jan. 1. The program is 
designed to provide a three-month deferment 
period for the payment of taxes, without inter-
est. 

To defer your taxes, you must complete the 
OPM M-COVID19 form and submit it no later 
than Feb. 1 to the tax collector’s office. PDF fill-
able forms can be found at www.colchesterct.
gov/tax-collector. Forms submitted after Feb. 1 
will not be eligible. 

For more information, call Tax Collector Mi-
chele Wyatt at 860-537-7210.

Resident Graduates
Kyle Whewell of Colchester recently gradu-

ated from Central Connecticut State University 
with a degree in actuarial science. 

Whewell graduated from Bacon Academy in 
2015.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Friday night Shabbat service, 6:30 p.m. on 

Zoom; Saturday, Shabbat morning service, 10 
a.m., on Zoom; Tuesday, Kabbalah class, 5:30 
p.m. on Zoom; Tuesday, Talmud class, 6:30 
p.m. on Zoom.

There are daily prayer classes on Facebook 
Live, by Rabbi Ken Alter.

There will be a book club discussion on 
Man’s Search for Meaning Thursday, Jan. 21, 
at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are 8 a.m.-noon Tuesday-Friday. More Colchester News on page 14

New Book for StoryWalk
The book Winter Dance by Marion Dane 

Bauer has been posted at the StoryWalk at Ruby 
& Elizabeth Cohen Woodlands, 96 MacDonald 
Rd. 

A StoryWalk combines physical activity with 
reading as the pages of the book are transformed 
into signs on a trail inviting children and their 
caregivers to read as they move along the path. 

The StoryWalk is free and open to all, and is 
provided by Cragin Memorial Library, Colches-
ter Garden Club, Colchester Land Trust, Col-
chester Wildlife Habitat and the Collaborative 
for Colchester’s Children. 

Program Offers
Tips on Organizing

Cragin Memorial Library will offer the virtual 
program ‘Reduce Your Stress: Get Organized!’ 
Thursday, Jan. 28, at 6 p.m. Professional orga-
nizer Sandra Wheeler will share key organizing 
tips to help people in their home or office.

The program is free and sponsored by Friends 
of Cragin Memorial Library. To register, visit ti-
nyurl.com/ycwqszaq.

 Decking the Grounds… Bacon Academy National Honor Society members (from 
left) Sarah Grant, Shannon Hickey, Victoria Violette, Jamie Greene, Kellen Paparella, 
Delaney Lima, Abby Burke, Ashley Clark and Grace Palmer decorated Harrington 
Court grounds on Dec. 8 to share some holiday spirit with the residents.

Smith Sworn In to Second Term
State Rep. Brian Smith 

(D-48) was recently 
sworn in to his second 
term – his first full term, 
as he was initially elected 
to the House in January 
2020, following the death 
of longtime state Rep. 
Linda Orange.

The 48th House Dis-
trict covers most of Col-
chester and portions of Lebanon, Mansfield and 
Windham.

“I look forward to advocating on behalf of 
my constituents as well as residents across the 
state,” Smith said. “Government should work 
for the people, especially during these unprec-
edented times, and I am honored to be able to 
continue serving this district.”

Smith said he is dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for Connecticut residents and cre-

ating a more equitable place to live, learn, and 
work.

Smith said his priorities in the new legislative 
session include rebuilding the state economy 
from the coronavirus pandemic, reducing the 
cost of health care, expanding PTSD coverage 
for emergency medical personnel, and securing 
vital funding to support the 48th House Dis-
trict’s schools, public services and programs.

He will serve as a member of the Higher Edu-
cation & Employment Advancement Commit-
tee, Planning & Development Committee, and 
Transportation Committee.

Smith has previously served on the Colches-
ter Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, and Charter 
Adoption Commission. He also founded the 
Actor’s Attic Theatre Company, Inc., a non-
profit theater that operated in Hartford from 
1983-89.

 Wreaths Across America… The local Wreaths Across America committee received 
enough donations to hold its annual ceremony at Westchester Ceremony last month. 
The committee was able to place a wreath for each fallen veteran from the French 
and Indian War through the Vietnam War buried in the cemetery. Photo by Paula 
Felt.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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James Garrett
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K I T C H E N S  &  R E M O D E L I N G

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lice. #HIC.0624389

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Grace B.
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Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, 22 Main St., has announced 

the following pieces of news. For more infor-
mation, call the library at 860-228-9312.

Lobby Pickups: While the building is 
closed, many of its services are still available 
for use. The library is operating lobby pickup of 
materials during normal business hours: Mon-
day and Wednesday, noon-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Friday, noon-
4 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Elec-
tronic resources like Overdrive, Kanapy and 
Hoopla are available 24 hours a day. Visit doug-
laslibrary.org or look for the library on Face-
book for updates.

Connecticut and the Pandemic of 1918: 
Natalie Belanger of the Connecticut Historical 
Society and Douglas Library of Hebron pres-
ent “Connecticut and the Pandemic of 1918,” a 
virtual program via Zoom, on Friday, Jan. 15, 
at 1 p.m. In 1918-19, the world experienced a 
lethal outbreak of influenza that took the lives 
of millions. What was it like to live through 
that pandemic? In this program, Belanger will 
look at archival images, letters and newspapers 
to explore this topic, including sources left by 
Connecticut residents who experienced the flu 
first-hand. Registration is required with a valid 
email address. Register on the calendar page 
at douglaslibrary.org or call the library during 
business hours.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Jan. 18, for Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. The library will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 
19, at 10 a.m. 

Ditch the Diet: Tuesday, Jan. 19, 6-7 p.m., 
via Zoom. A registered dietitian from Food Ex-
plorers will show how to start the year off in a 
healthy way. You’ll also have the chance to cook 
along and make a lunch-prep recipe: sweet po-
tato fajita bowls with guacamole. You’ll need 
the following ingredients: 1-2 sweet potatoes, 1 
red onion, 1 pepper, olive oil, 1 avocado, 1 lime, 
salt, brown rice (or white rice, quinoa, carrot, 
etc) plus optional seasonings like: cumin, pa-
prika and chili powder. You will also have the 
chance to ask any diet or nutrition questions 
you may have. Registration is required with a 
valid email address. Space is limited. Must be 
18 years old or over. Register on the calendar 
page at douglaslibrary.org or call the library 
during business hours.

Suffragettes in Corselettes: The Grounded 

Goodwife will present “The Evolution of Un-
derwear & Our 19th Amendment” Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. The history 
of women’s underwear will be discussed. The 
1910s saw an end to the hourglass figure with a 
tiny waist, and women were able to breathe and 
move more freely. Explore if the demise of tight 
lacing helped women gain the right to vote in 
1920. Registration is required with a valid email 
address. Register anytime on the calendar page 
at douglaslibrary.org or call the main desk dur-
ing business hours.

Children’s Department: The library chil-
dren’s department is in full swing. Browse the 
online catalog to see all the new selections. 
Fiction and non-fiction titles are available for 
lobby pick-up. In our lobby, there are also chil-
dren’s activity kits. Due to demand, the library 
is adding single selections weekly.

Kill-A-Watt Meter: These devices allow 
residents to calculate the energy usage of appli-
ances in their homes and identify which may be 
causing spikes in their monthly bills. A library 
card is required to borrow a meter, accompa-
nied by an instructional guide, for one week.

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return any items to 
the outside book and DVD drops. These items 
are put in quarantine for 48 hours prior to check-
ing in, and will be backdated upon check-in. 

Placing a Hold and Renewals: Renewals 
and placing a hold on an item in the library cat-
alog can be logging into your account at doug-
laslibrary.org or the Acorn Catalog app on your 
mobile device, or by calling during business 
hours. Call the library for assistance in logging 
into your account or resetting your password. 

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
The members of Christ Lutheran Church 

(LCMS) invite all to join them for Sunday 
worship. The church is located at 330 Church 
St. For more information, call 860-228-1152, 
visit www.CLCHebron.org or ‘like’ the 
church at facebook.com/CLCHebron for up-
to-date news and announcements. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m., an in-
person Divine Service is held. All are invited. 
For current safety protocols and the latest pan-
demic-announcements, visit www.clchebron.
org/open. Coffee hour and in-person Bible 
study, which ordinarily follow worship, are 
still on hiatus. Details about online streams of 
the service are listed at www.clchebron.org/
online.

Saturday Worship: First Saturday of the 
month at 5 p.m. This is a service for higher-

risk individuals. There are elevated levels of 
protocols, masks are required, and there is no 
singing. Communion is served. 

Online Sunday Bible Study: At 7 p.m., 
church members are gathering virtually for 
Bible study taught by the pastor. Anyone can 
participate or listen in. Information is at www.
clchebron.org/online.

Sunday School: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
in person and also livestreamed at facebook.
com/CLCHebron.

Youth Group and Wednesday Evening 
In-Person Bible Studies: Continue to be on 
hiatus.

Early Childhood Center: Open to people 
of all faiths. For more information or current 
offerings call 860-228-5134.

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Church of Hope 
is a biblically-driven Christ-centered church.

Worship is in person and via livestream on 
the church website. To see the guidelines, and 
get more information, on in-person worship 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit www.
hebronchurchofhope.org. 

The church office is closed until further no-
tice. Pastor Jordan Brown is available to meet 
by appointment. Use the church website to set 
up a time.

The Red Barn is closed and not accepting do-
nations at this time.

For more information about Hebron Church 
of Hope, visit the website or look for the church 
on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 

Food Pantry News
The Hebron Interfaith Human Services 

(HIHS) Food Pantry is open to any individual 
or family experiencing food insecurity. Cus-
tomers may shop once a week as needed. Hours 
are Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; and 
Friday. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The last customer is ac-
cepted 15 minutes prior to closing. The pantry 
is located at 20 Pendleton Drive.

HIHS said the pantry is currently in need of 
personal care/hygiene products, cleaning sup-
plies, hearty soups and chili, rice and pasta 
sides, macaroni and cheese, coffee and tea. Do-
nations can be dropped off during regular busi-
ness hours. 

Dean’s List
Hebron resident Abigayle Sanstrom made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at the University of New 
England.Dean’s List

Bridget Lalonde of Hebron made the fall 
2020 Dean’s List at Bucknell University in 
Lewisburg, Va. class of 2023, from Hebron

Lalonde is a member of the Class of 2023.

Letter writers are encouraged to email 
their letters of 200 words or less to bulletin@ 
glcitizen.com. Letters submitted without a 
contact phone number will not be published.

E-Mail Letters
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33 East St., Hebron

860-228-1383

Pellets & Biobricks
Wood, Pellet & Gas Stoves
All Hearth Products & Acc.
Garage Doors & Openers

Our 29Th Year!!!

M-F 9-5
Sat. 10-4

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

“Pour In The Performance”   
Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314

Expires 1/31/21 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

re

$5.00 OFF
Full Service Oil Change
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► Complete Oil Change Service
 No Appointment Ever Necessary! 

► State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!
 Call to Schedule or Drive Up! 

Old Man Winter Will Seem a Whole Lot Colder 
If You’re Stuck on the Side of the Road!

Stop by and let our technicians perform preventive maintenance
 to keep your car running — especially in cold temps!

•	YES!	We	Offer	Tire	Rotation	Service!
•	YES!	We	Do	Headlight	Lens	Restoration
	 –	See	More	Clearly	at	Night!
•	YES!	We	Do	Battery	Testing!

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $19
Juniors & Seniors $16

Hebron’S only barber SHop

860-888-2428

Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm; Thursday noon-7pm;

saturday 8:00am-noon; sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron 
Handsome!
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The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information, visit theworshipcenterct.org and 
click on the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860-
228-4442.

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., indoors. Ser-
vices are also broadcast on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut 
and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby64wph 
to access. 

Bible Study: Second Wednesday Overcom-
ers Bible Study will be held at 7 p.m. virtually 
until further notice. Call the church office for 
details on how to join. 

Praise and Prayer Night: Held at the fire pit 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. This 
night is dedicated to worship and praying for 
everyone in need in families, church and com-
munity.

Youth Group: For grades 6-12. Meets every 
other Sunday after the service; next meeting is 

Jan. 17. Email the office for meeting details: 
theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com. 

Couples Study: This group meets every 
first Saturday of the month; next date is Feb. 6. 
Current DVD session is entitled “Sacred Mar-
riage.” Book sets are available for purchase at 
the church office. Email theworshipcenter.he-
bron@gmail.com to reserve a copy.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open 

and Affirming Congregation located at Gilead 
Street and Meeting House Road, has announced 
the following. For more information, visit gil-
eadchurchucc.org, email the church office at 
gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call Pastor Denise 
Esslinger at the church office at 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: This Sunday, Jan. 17, 
worship will be via livestream only, at 10 a.m. 
The church has implemented a new livestream-
ing system, and people can now watch on ei-
ther YouTube or Facebook. For YouTube, go to 
www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC. Click on ‘sub-
scribe’ to be notified of future livestreams or 
new videos. For Facebook, go to tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. Recordings of services will 
be available on either platform after the service.

Upcoming Events: Installation of Board 
& Committee Members: Will take place this 
Sunday, Jan. 17, at 11:30 a.m., via Zoom.

Silver Lake Summer Camp: Silver Lake 

has announced its offerings for the summer 
2021 conference season. Details and registra-
tion are at www.silverlakect.org. Gilead Con-
gregational’s Women’s Fellowship is offering to 
pay the $150 deposit for any young person from 
the congregation who would like to attend Sil-
ver Lake; call Margaret Gibbs (860-384-4327) 
for more information.

Youth Group to Deliver Meals to Covenant 
Soup Kitchen: Meals of ziti and sausage cas-
seroles will be delivered Saturday, Jan. 30, to 
the Covenant Soup Kitchen. The Youth Group 
is asking the congregation for help. 

Bible Study on Zoom: Led by the Rev. 
Bob Woodward, the weekly study group meets 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. The group 
is discussing selected passages from Num-
bers. All are invited; come when you can. For 
more information or assistance connecting with 
Zoom, contact the church office (gcc@gilead-
church.net or 860-228-3077). 

Church of the Holy Family News
Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy 

Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the fol-
lowing times: Weekend Masses are Saturday at 
5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and weekday 
Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 
6:30 a.m. The church is located at 185 Church 
St. 

Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfami-
lyhebron.org for more information. The church 
can be reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shel-
ter: The church collects items year-round for 
the Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality 
Center, which provides assistance to homeless 
adults. The center is open for overnight stays 
with limited space for 15 guests due to CO-
VID-19. Additional “warming space” with 15 
cots is available for guests in a building nearby 
with bedtime hours only. 

Greatest daily needs are: paper towels (al-

ways needed); trash bags (55 gallon or larger); 
Pine-Sol; disinfectant wipes and sprays; pens, 
black Sharpies, and highlighters; men’s and 
women’s deodorant; and Latex or vinyl gloves 
(large and extra-large sizes only). The center 
is currently well-stocked with clothing, hand 
sanitizer and hand soap. The center also needs 
a new round 50-55 gallon trash barrel and new 
sheets of plywood to build a bench, work sur-
faces, and partitions. Gift cards of $25 to Home 
Depot are requested to fund these needs. Call 
the number below to offer assistance.

 Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry 
Room. For more information, when placing do-
nations in the Cry Room, or if you want to do-
nate winter items other than those listed above, 
call Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-
4211. 

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (Route 85, a quarter-mile south 
of the intersection with Route 66), has an-
nounced the following:

Schedule for Services: Due to COVID-19, 
St. Peter’s has suspended in-person services. 
Services are recorded every Sunday and made 
available online at stpetershebron.com or on 
the church’s Facebook page. Services also 
posted to the church’s YouTube channel, ac-
cessible at tinyurl.com/ydy6s4dn.

Meetings and Events: Vestry meetings 
held in person the third Thursdays of the 
month at 7 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Com-

mittee: first Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Cof-
fee Hours: Every Wednesday at 10 a.m.

Outreach: Monthly Food Donations are 
collected for various local food pantries. Items 
may be placed in the brown bin outside the 
Parish Hall. Prayer Shawl Ministry: This is 
a knitting group that provides shawls to pa-
rishioners suffering bereavement or illness. 
Contact the church for more information.

For more information about services and 
other events at St. Peter’s, visit stpetersh-
ebron.com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on 
Facebook, or contact the church office at 860-
228-3244 or office@stpetershebron.com.

Mercy Honor Roll
The following students made the Mercy High 

School Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 
2020-21 school year:

High Honors
Amston: Mattingly Veilleux, Grade 10. 

Honors
Hebron: Breanne Truscinsk, Grade 11; 

Mackenzie Kelley, Grade 10.
Amston: Margaret McCormack, Grade 9.

Kindergarten Registration for 2021-22 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible 

kindergarten students for the 2021-22 school 
year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
five years of age on or before Dec. 31, 2021, 
and are planning to have their child attend 
public school in Hebron, are asked to contact 
the Gilead Hill School office at 860-228-9458 
by Friday, Jan. 15, to begin the registration 
process.

Registration packets will be mailed to par-
ents/guardians and are asked to be returned 

to Gilead Hill School during school hours 
(7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.) prior to Friday, Jan. 22. 
Parents/guardians are required to return their 
registration packet completed along with your 
child’s original birth certificate (which will be 
returned to you), a non-returnable photo and 
two proofs of residence (such as a utility bill). 

Pre-kindergarten students (Peer Model Pro-
gram or School Readiness) that attend Gilead 
Hill School at this time do not need to call for 
a registration packet.
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66, Hebron, CT
HouRS: Sun. 7am-8pm; Mon. 6am-2pm;

Tues. & Wed. 6am-8pm; Thurs. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm 860-228-9375
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine

Catering • Salad Bar 
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.comRestaurant & Catering Service

$995Large 1 Item
PIzza

Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus 

Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!
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Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.

Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

Choose from oNe of The 
followiNg diNNers:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna

Chicken Piccata
Chicken Marsala

$3000 Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots

Campagna

RE1-8-21

Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Make Your Valentine’s Day
Reservations Today!

Take-OuT
alsO available

Open for Inside Dining!
1/2 capacity to ensure safety

Things To Do

Dispute Over Access to Trails on Grayville Road

 Tina Severson rides a bike over a snowy trail in the Salmon River State Forest off 
Grayville Road in Hebron. The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
wants to divert the primary access to the trail system from Grayville due to neighbor-
hood disputes. Brett Severson photographer.

by Sloan Brewster
Hebron residents and selectmen want a local 

trailhead to remain open as it is – but the state 
may have other ideas.

Selectmen, at their last two meetings – last 
Thursday and Dec. 17 – have discussed con-
cerns that the Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection [DEEP] was considering 
closing the trailhead to the 15-mile Salmon Riv-
er State Forest trail system off Grayville Road.

Last week, selectmen authorized Town Man-
ager Andrew Tierney to send a letter to the de-
partment requesting that the trailhead remain 
open.

The conversation started when Tierney, at 
the board’s Dec. 7 meeting, mentioned that his 
department was spending a great deal of time 
dealing with neighborhood disputes, and Se-
lectman Peter Kasper asked for an example.

Tierney listed the usual issues, such as neigh-
bors burning brush in their backyard – but then 
said one dispute had made its way to DEEP. 

The department, he said, was considering the 
possible closure of the trailhead on Grayville 
Road due to complaints from some neighbors, 
but said others want it to remain open.

Tierney said he has received letters from 
people on both sides of the argument but said it 
all boils down to complaints from one resident. 

DEEP became involved because the com-
plaints included accusations that mountain bik-
ers who use the trail system have developed 
unauthorized “ghost trails” that could harm 
wildlife habitat.

Selectmen said they would not like to see that 
trailhead closed.

In a phone call last Tuesday, Parks and Rec-
reation Department Director Rich Calarco said 
DEEP was looking at the entire region to deter-
mine the best approach to maintaining the for-
est and wetlands and that one recommendation 
was to close that trailhead.

Calarco said Hebron’s goal was “to manage 
these forests” and “allow people to enjoy these 
lands.” He added this was a “delicate balance,” 
and said the town was working with DEEP and 
the neighborhood.

“You don’t want to harm any of the sensitive 
areas, natural wetland habitats, wildlife areas,” 
he said. “I think we’re all trying to meet every-
body’s needs as best as you can.”

In a phone call Tuesday, Nathan Piche, an en-
vironmental protection forester for DEEP, said 
the 650-acre parcel is part of the 7,000-acre 
state forest and is used by mountain bikers, hik-
ers and horseback riders. 

While some trails on the property are fine, 
Piche said the department has concerns about 
unauthorized trails disturbing wildlife habitat 
and causing erosion along banks of the Jeremy 
River that flows through the property.

“We don’t want to be running a lot of eroded 
soil into our rivers,” he said.

A draft forest management plan DEEP had 
opened for public comment through Jan. 4 pro-
poses ways to address those concerns but does 
not recommend closing the trailhead, Piche 
said.

“We do want to maintain that as an access 

point,” he said.
He said there were complaints from neigh-

bors and that the department was “thinking 
about some alternatives to try to reduce distur-
bance to the neighbors.”

According to the 63-page document, DEEP 
wants folks to use alternate access points to get 
to the trails and plans to “divert the primary 
access point away from the end of Grayville 
Road.”

Piche said there is also access on Hope Val-
ley Road 

The document also recommends closing un-
authorized trails. 

Brett Severson, chapter president of the 
Southern Connecticut New England Mountain 
Bike Association (NEMBA) and a resident of 
Grayville Road, said he has walked the property 
with Calarco and ridden it with DEEP Deputy 
Commissioner Mason Trumble. 

Moving the access would not work for trail 
users as Grayville Road is where most trail us-
ers start their hiking, biking and horseback rid-
ing adventures, he said. 

Severson said he had received more than 200 
pages of comments and letters about the pro-
posal, which he has shared with DEEP.

Closing the so-called ghost trails is also a 
sticking point, he said.

According to Severson, the trails were pre-
viously authorized and have been there for de-
cades.

In a letter he wrote to DEEP in December, 
Severson said “the trail system is vital to the 
health and well-being of individuals and fami-
lies, choice of residence, and the local econo-
my.” 

He pointed to “overwhelming support” for 
keeping the trails intact and offered NEMBA’s 
help in maintaining and managing the trail sys-
tem. 

Severson said DEEP was not “totally wrong” 
and added, “people abuse things; you see it all 
the time.”

People in his organization as well as others 
throughout the community, however, take pains 
to pick up trash and sticks on the trails and move 
trees and limbs that fall and block passage.

Severson said he has been trained in the safe 
use of chainsaws to clear debris and overgrowth 
and has trained subsequently others in NEMBA. 

“We have trained resources that can help 
DEEP take care of these trails and maintain 
them, keep the brush cleared,” he said. 

In addition, he said NEMBA has funding to 
pay for repairs to trails or to bring in materials, 
such as crushed stone, to improve them. 

“That’s something that my organization 
would be willing to do,” he said. 

Severson said Calarco was receptive to the 
offer, but that the state appeared less amenable.

Severson agrees with a recommendation in 
the proposal to put up educational signage and 
said he is hoping a trail kiosk is installed, he 
said.

In phone calls Monday Jan, 4 and Tuesday 
of this week, Tierney said one resident who has 
lived across from the trail for 20 years treats 
the property like private property, and as if she 
owns it. He called her “a squeaky wheel” and 
said he thinks she got through to DEEP.

Severson echoed those remarks. 
“DEEP is aware of this; she doesn’t want any-

body to use the trail but her,” he said. “They’re 
indicating that they’re not reacting to one per-
son, but they really are.”

When the Rivereast went to explore the trails 
early last week, signs on the bridge on Gray-

ville Road said it was private property and de-
cried trespassing, but Tierney and Severson said 
the way to get to the trailhead is over the bridge 
– and that it is not private property. 

“The main entry is right over that bridge and 
it is posted ‘no entry,’ but it is the main entry,” 
Severson said. 

According to Tierney the only signs that 

should be up on the bridge are those from the 
town that specifically warn “unauthorized ve-
hicles” not to pass.  

“That’s the whole feud; she treats it as if she 
owns it,” he said. “The state land is owned by 
all the taxpayers.” 

The resident in question was unable to be 
reached for comment by the Rivereast.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center remains 

closed due to COVID-19 quarantine, but has 
announced the following. For more information 
and full program descriptions, call 860-228-
1700, visit hebronct.com and select “senior 
center” from the “town departments” menu, 
or search for Russell Mercier Senior Center on 
Facebook.

 Meals Available for Pick-Up: The senior 
center offers frozen congregate meals from 
CRT for pick-up. On Mondays you will receive 
four frozen meals, two milks, sides and snacks 
for a suggested donation of $12 ($3 per meal). 
Seniors must call to sign-up for each week’s 
meals by 3 p.m. the prior Thursday. Meals are 
for ages 60 and older, from any town, and are 
to be heated and consumed at home. Meals will 
be distributed outside and can be curbside pick-
up. Pick-up times are 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., 
but with prior approval an alternate time can be 
arranged. Delivery is also available. Each per-
son will need to complete a Form 5, but senior 
center staff can offer assistance in filling it out. 
To sign up, call 860-228-1700 ext. 202 or email 
aroczniak@hebronct.com. Anyone picking up 

the meals must wear a mask and adhere to CO-
VID-19 guidelines. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the 
winter heating costs for a household’s primary 
heating source. If the household’s primary heat-
ing costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. Benefits are available 
to households with incomes up to 60 percent of 
the state median income. A liquid assets test is 
an additional basic eligibility requirement. Due 
to the current COVID-19 crisis, all applications 
for energy assistance will be completed over the 
phone; there will be no in-person appointments. 
Call the center for more details.

Monthly Newsletter: Available at He-
bronCT.com; select “senior center” from the 
“town departments” menu click on the senior 
center page. You can also sign-up to have the 
newsletter emailed to you automatically each 
month; click the link on the senior center page 
and add your email address.

St. Peter’s 
News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 
Church St. (Route 85, a quarter-mile south 
of the intersection with Route 66), has an-
nounced the following:

Schedule for Services: Due to COV-
ID-19, St. Peter’s has suspended in-person 
services. Services are recorded every Sunday 
and made available online at stpetershebron.
com or on the church’s Facebook page. Ser-
vices also posted to the church’s YouTube 
channel, accessible at tinyurl.com/ydy6s4dn.

Meetings and Events: Vestry meetings 
held in person the third Thursdays of the 
month at 7 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds 
Committee: first Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual 
Coffee Hours: Every Wednesday at 10 a.m.

Outreach: Monthly Food Donations 
are collected for various local food pantries. 
Items may be placed in the brown bin outside 
the Parish Hall. Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
This is a knitting group that provides shawls 
to parishioners suffering bereavement or ill-
ness. Contact the church for more informa-
tion.

For more information about services and 
other events at St. Peter’s, visit stpetersh-
ebron.com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron 
on Facebook, or contact the church office 
at 860-228-3244 or office@stpetershebron.
com.
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Colchester Dental Group

860.537.2351

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Personalized Financial  Options Available!
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase,  DMD, MAGD*   

Michael L. Babinski,  DMD, MAGD

Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced 
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy 

of General Dentistry and are members of the 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was 
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

WE ARE OPEN 

AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN
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Columbia Glass, Inc.
Serving Eastern CT Since 1953

Cool! Broken or fogged double pane 
windows fixed FAST! Screens, Mirror,

Tabletops, Plexi, Lexan. Glass Railings,
Barn Windows, Storms & more!

860-228-8485
127 Rte 66 East, Columbia 
M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 noon
www.columbiaglassct.com

CT LiC.# 0519877R
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SinCe 
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Dreaming of 
crystal blue water 

The Caribbean is a good destination
to test the waters of travel.

and salty sea breezes?

Travel with confidence again!

Great 

booking 

incentives 

available!

Resorts have strived 
to meet the improved 

safety protocol.

Holiday Stockings Brighten Holidays for Seniors

 Rob Gustafson, director of Colchester Housing Authority, receives stockings for 
senior residents of Dublin and Ponemah villages from Patty Watts, director of Col-
chester Senior Center. 

By Karla Santos  
Although the pandemic has brought more 

struggles than usual to people with economic 
difficulties, there are some organizations that 
worked to bring the community a bit of cheer 
during the holiday season – the Colchester Se-
nior Center being one. 

Patty Watts, director of the Colchester Senior 
Center, and her staff, ran the Holiday Stocking 
Project, which delivered holiday stockings to 
more than 70 seniors during Christmas week. 

Watts explained that the seniors that received 
the gifts were residents of Colchester, age 60 or 
older, who had a demonstrated economic need. 

Each of the seniors received a festive stocking 
with a $25 gift card for individuals or a $50 card 
for couples, Watts said. In addition, the stocking 
had a notepad and a pen, a puzzle book, facial 
tissues, hand sanitizer, candy canes, chocolate 
and more. 

Watts said she was inspired to make the proj-
ect a reality because for more than 30 years 
until this year, the Colchester Senior Center 
has partnered with Jack Jackter Intermediate 
School to run the Holiday Box Project. With 
the project, each classroom adopted a senior in 
need. The senior center, in turn, provided the 
students with the seniors’ names and a wish list, 
which, the students granted through gifts they 
donated. 

Watts said that through the project, usually 
25 to 27 seniors are helped.  

But this year, with the challenges of the pan-
demic, the senior center didn’t think the project 
was a safe option, which is why staff decided to 
go with something a little different, Watts said. 

“With the Holiday Box Project, the students 
and their parents shopped for different items 
and the classroom teacher helped put that to-
gether, but a lot of people touched the boxes and 
the items,” she said, adding that there was a risk 
of exposure to COVID-19 if too many people 
worked on the project. 

The goal of the stocking project was to help 
the same number of seniors as the Holiday Box 

Project has on previous years, about 25. 
Senior center staff created a flyer and distrib-

uted it to the community, including the schools, 
to inform of the need for funds for the project. 

“The idea was to fill a holiday stocking full 
of useful gifts, including a grocery gift card,” 
Watts said.  

Ultimately, enough funds were raised to 
serve 70 seniors. 

Watts said the project had a “really great out-
come.” She said she was initially hoping for 
$1,000, which would have helped fill stockings 
for 25 people. The team raised $3,070. 

She said raising that amount “was really ex-
citing.”  

“The senior center staff went shopping and 
assembled all of the holiday stockings using 
safe protocols and then we hand delivered them 
to the recipients,” Watts said. 

She said she has heard back from some of the 
recipients and they told her they were grateful 
for the gifts, which made their holiday season 
cheerful. 

Watts, on the other hand, said she is thankful 
for all the citizens who supported the project, 
which could not have been possible without 
their donations. 

Rob Gustafson, director of the Colchester 
Housing Authority – which serves low-income 
and disabled seniors – helped distribute the 
stockings.  

He said the gifts “brought smiles to a lot of 
people.”  

In addition, Gustafson said the project was 
“awesome” and added that he and his son have 
helped deliver holiday project gifts for decades. 

In an interview with the Rivereast this week, 
Gustafson said that on behalf of all of the resi-
dents who were helped, he wanted to extend a 
big “thank you” to those who ran the project 
and made donations. 

He said he is also thankful for all the groups 
who donated to the seniors in town throughout 
the holidays, including the Colchester Lions 
Club and the Colchester Rotary Club. 

January Children’s Programs at Library 
The following programs are offered for chil-

dren this month at Cragin Memorial Library. 
While the library is currently open, it is not 
hosting any in-person programming. Most of 
these programs will be conducted online. For 
more information, call the children’s depart-
ment at 860-537-7201. 

The library has a list of available craft bags 
at the Children’s Circulation Desk; supplies are 
limited and are on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.

Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. There will be 

book suggestions, baby bounces and more. Of-
ten, activity bags will be available to accom-
pany the videos.

Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on 
Facebook and YouTube. There will be stories, 
songs and more. A craft will be showcased, and 
bags will be available for pick-up. 

Exploring the Alphabet: Fridays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. Each week, 
explore a new letter of the alphabet, sing songs, 
practice writing and share books. A craft bag 
will accompany each video, bags can be picked 
up on Monday the same week as the video.

Other January Programs: 3D Snowpeople 
Craft: Wednesday, Jan. 27. Grab a craft bag 
and create this winter project. 

National Puzzle Day: Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
all day and for all ages. Grab a puzzle to take 
home and complete. Puzzles will vary between 
mazes, word searches and crosswords. 
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	 Lydia	 Lormand,	 DO,	 FACOG,	 is	 a	 board-certified	 physician	
specializing	 in	 obstetrics	 and	 gynecology.	 She	 completed	 her	
ObGyn	 residency	 at	 Baystate	 Medical	 Center	 in	 Springfield,	
Massachusetts,	after	earning	her	Doctor	of	Osteopathic	Medicine	
degree	from	New	York	College	of	Osteopathic	Medicine,	and	her	

Welcomes
Dr. Lydia Lormand

Manchester OBGYN Associates 

We are opening a new office in Colchester!

121 Broadway Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 649-1120

www.womenshealthct.com/manchester-ob-gyn-associates

Bachelor	of	Science	degree	from	Binghamton	University.	As	a	resident,	she	received	the	
Practicing	 the	Art	of	Medicine	Award,	which	 is	given	to	 the	chief	resident	who	displays	
a	 strong	 ability	 to	 integrate	 the	 foundation	 of	 evidence-based	 medicine	 with	 clinical	
intuition,	empathy,	and	compassion.
	 As	a	women’s	healthcare	provider,	Dr.	Lormand’s	mission	is	to	provide	comprehensive	
healthcare	 to	women	 through	 puberty,	 the	 reproductive	 years	 and	menopause,	 and	 to	
make	women	feel	comfortable	and	try	to	take	away	the	fear	and	anxiety	that	can	associated	
with	ObGyn	care.		 In	 her	 spare	 time,	 Dr.	 Lormand	 enjoys	 reading	 murder	 mysteries,	
traveling,	scuba	diving,	playing	volleyball	and	spinning.
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Our prOviders are:  Daniel S. Welling, M.D., Lon P. Manfredi M.D.,
Lawrence Arky, M.D., Aziza Omrani, M.D., Carla R. Gunn, M.D,

Ariel Herron, CNM, Aron Mavros, CNM, Karrian Benejan, CNM,
Jaime Liebig, CNM, Mary Guinan, CNM, Virginie Eklund, CNM

We	offer	full	scope	Obstetrics	&	Gynecology,	Midwifery	Care,	Contraception	&	Family	
Planning,	Menopause	Management,	Pre-conception	Counseling,	Infertility,	Colposcopy/	
LEEP,	In-Office	Surgery,	Robotic	Surgery,	AIUM	Accredited	In-Office	Ultrasound,	3D	
Mammography,	Prepared	Childbirth	Classes,	and	Certified	Lactation	Consultant

— AdditionAl office locAtions —
388 West Center St.,  Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

6B Fieldstone Commons, Tolland
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AUTO  |  HOMEOWNERS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LIABILITY  |  BUSINESS AUTO  |  WORKERS’ COMP  |  BONDS

860.537.4661 
176 Norwich Avenue  |  Colchester, CT  |  GerhardtInsurance.com

TRUSTED. 
VALUED.
LOCAL.
3 Tailored Account

Solutions

3 Exceptional Insurance
Solutions in Your World

3 Prompt, Dependable
Service
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Schools Chief Predicts ‘Very, Very Difficult’ Budget
By Karla Santos 

The planning process has barely begun for 
Colchester schools’ 2021-22 budget, but Super-
intendent of Schools Jeff Burt already has con-
cerns, telling the Board of Education Tuesday 
to prepare for a “very, very difficult year.”

Burt said he’s already projecting a 1.5% in-
crease – and that’s before doing anything else 
to the budget. “It’s going to be much, much sig-
nificantly higher than that just to roll forward 
with the status quo,” he warned the board. 

Burt said one of his biggest concerns is the 
district’s maintenance budget, as in the past two 
years he has been forced to remove money from 
capital improvement to help balance the bud-
gets. 

He said the district has had “large ticket 
items” that have depended on reserves and 
while the district had healthy reserves three 
years ago, that’s not the case now. 

One of the significant items the district will 
need money for is the replacement of the oil 
tank at Bacon Academy. To get the new tank, 
the district will need to put $100,000 into the 
capital improvement plan account this year and 
next year. 

The removal of the existing tank must start on 

July 1, 2022, Burt said. 
“And that is a rough estimate at $200,000 be-

cause it’s a buried 20,000-gallon oil tank that’s 
been in the ground for 30 years,” he added. 

The tank is located near the front entrance 
of the school. He said he is hoping that the 
$200,000 will cover the cost because the district 
has not budgeted for it.  

“We haven’t planned for that,” Burt said. “We 
don’t have the money for that.” 

He said the $200,000 doesn’t include addi-
tional funds that will be necessary to remediate 
the site. 

“That’s just one item out of all the items in 
our district that we have not budgeted for and 
we need to start budgeting,” Burt said. 

Burt also mentioned that the district will have 
a “very large” wireless replacement program in 
a couple years, for which the district has not 
“adequately” saved.  

Trying to go to below or close to a zero in-
crease would have a significant impact, he said, 
adding that his “greatest concern” is the long 
term impact it would have on students and their 
capacity to make up for the loss of learning they 
have faced during the pandemic.

He said he was also concerned about the dis-

trict’s ability to meet infrastructure needs. 
As the 2021-22 budget season progresses, 

school administrators are putting their proposed 
budgets into the system, Burt said, and the fi-
nance department is working to add in all the 
elements requested. Burt said that salaries can 
already be noted as a “big piece” of next year’s 
budget. 

“This is going to be a very, very difficult 
year,” Burt said.

 Over the past two years, the district has 
found creative ways to reduce increases with-
out having a significant impact on students, he 
said. Last year, the budget showed a nearly zero 
increase and the year before it went up by about 
one and a half percent. 

He said one of the most significant reductions 
in the last budget was in the capital improve-
ment plan. While typically capital projects ap-
proximate $150,000, that budget went down to 
zero.

In addition, the district’s technology plan is 
a 10-year plan that “it’s supposed to be well 
funded in the $350,000 range and we reduced 
that down significantly,” Burt said. 

Some other items that were going to be in 
the upcoming budget cycle were purchased last 
school year because students were out of school 
for four months due to the pandemic, which, 
Burt said, led to some savings. 

“But again, we are not closed this year so we 
don’t have those savings and we can’t pre-pur-
chase things again next year,” he said. 

He added that those items add up to approxi-
mately $600,000. 

“To give you a perspective, that’s a 1.5% in-
crease before we even begin the process – be-
fore we even put pen to paper,” he said. “We are 
not even close to a zero.” 

Burt said he realizes these are difficult times; 
however, he doesn’t want the budget to affect 
students because some of them are “struggling 
right now.” 

Burt said the students that are learning from 

home and those in the hybrid model are suffer-
ing more than those who are learning in-person 
full time. 

He said the district has more than 200 volun-
tary at-home learners and 60 students who left 
the district for home-schooling and potentially 
may return. 

“We don’t know what we are facing in Sep-
tember, hopefully when we come back full-
time,” Burt said. “We have a pretty good guess 
that a lot of our students didn’t gain the neces-
sary skills and knowledge this year, starting last 
March actually.” 

He said that for the upcoming budget it will 
be “very difficult” for the district to try to bal-
ance the budget by reducing staff.  

“As you may recall, 80% of our budget is 
personnel, salaries and benefits,” Burt said. “So 
that is the biggest portion of our budget.” 

Board of Education member Joanne Rose 
suggested that the board take steps to ensure it 
communicates with the public about the budget 
process this year. 

Although the budget is not finalized, the 
board will present the process, in its current it-
eration, along with some goals, to the Board of 
Finance next week, Burt said. 

New Website
Tuesday’s meeting wasn’t all bad news.
Members of the Board of Education recog-

nized the district’s new website, which went 
live at the start of the month. Board members 
expressed satisfaction with the new site and 
thanked the committee that worked to create it. 

Charles Hewes, director of teaching and 
learning, explained that a committee – made 
up of parents, teachers, staff and administra-
tors – was formed before the pandemic to look 
at the district’s website. The group met a few 
times, provided a survey for input and formu-
lated guidance that web content manager, Rob 
Meany, used to create the new site. 

To explore the new-look website, visit col-
chesterct.org.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For more information, call 860-537-
7297 or email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov. 
More information, including weather-related 
cancellations, is also at www.colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department. The Parks and Rec. of-
fice is located at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. 
To visit in person, call to make an appointment. 

Registration is required for all programs. 
For full program descriptions and to register, 
visit colchesterctrec.recdesk.com/Community/
Home. Forms and payment can also be left in 
the Town Hall drop box. If paying by check, 
place any forms and payment in an envelope 
with “Colchester Recreation” written on the 
envelope. To mail in your registration, fill out 
the registration form and mail it and a check 
to: Colchester Recreation, 127 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415. Make checks payable to 
“Town of Colchester.”

Upcoming Events: Snow People in the 
Park: Keep an eye on the Parks and Rec. 
Facebook page, as during one of the upcoming 
snowy days Parks and Rec. will hold a “pop-
up” program at the park. Parks and Rec. will 
hand out bags with everything needed to make 
snow people in the park. This is a free program. 

Spring 2021 Virtual Vendor Fair in the 
Works: Together with vendors, Parks and Rec. 
is planning a new spring book. For the spring, 

the book will be expanded to include local 
farms, gardeners, and businesses. Applications 
will be accepted mid-January through the end 
of February and the book will be published 
mid-March. Each vendor will have four pages 
to display their items for sale. Vendors should 
include information on how to make a purchase, 
pick up and pay for the items, and should also 
follow all COVID-19 guidelines listed on the 
state website. 

Free Family Game Nights: Fridays through 
Jan. 29. Register online and then stop in the rec-
reation office to pick out your game. Just return 
the game the following week so it can be disin-
fected for a new family to enjoy the following 
week. 

Junior LEGO Masters: Wednesdays, Jan. 
20-Feb. 24, 5:15-6:15 p.m., via Zoom, for 
ages 7-10. Cost: $120/residents, $125/nonresi-
dents; add $25 if purchasing a two-pound bag 
of LEGOs. Program requires a minimum of 8, 
maximum of 20. 

Gentle Yoga: For ages 45 and up. All lev-
els of fitness or yoga experience are welcome. 
Meets Mondays, Feb. 1-March 3 (no class Feb. 
15), 4:45-5:45 p.m. Class meets via Facebook 
Live; the private link will be mailed to you af-
ter you register. Cost: $35/residents, $40/non-
residents.
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Plan ahead for 2021
Buy • Sell • enjoy

For Real estate Success
Call Carolyn Kress

“Your Full Service Real Estate Agent”

Carolyn Kress 860-908-4716

Free Market analysis
Staging
Professional Photography/aerial
Marketing
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edwardjones.com

Want a financial advisor 
that puts you first?

Mark H Rogozinski 
Financial Advisor

179 Linwood Ave Bldg C 
Suite 6 
Colchester, CT 06415-1160 
860-603-2474

Synthetic oil not included. Coupon good through 
1/31/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating
27 Years

in Colchester R
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$2895
Plus Tax

Change Oil Filter
Change Engine Oil
Check All Fluid Levels
Get Tire Pressure
Inspect Air & Fuel Filter
Inspect Belts & Hoses

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

Check our Quality

Serviced Pre-Owned

Vehicle Selection
$5988 and Under

SPECIAL

Coupon good through 1/31/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

A/C Service Special! 
$20.00 OFF
EvANs AuTOmOTIvE

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

R
E

1-
15

-2
1860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com

35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

Houses are selling fast and 
we are almost sold out again!

We need Listings!

Call Us For All Your
Residential & Commercial Needs

WJJMS Project Comes In Under Budget
By Karla Santos

The books are officially closed on the Wil-
liam J. Johnston Middle School building project 
– and when all was said and done, it cost nearly 
$5 million less than budget.

Originally estimated to cost $48.9 million, 
the project was completed at $4.8 million under 
budget, according to WJJMS Principal Chris 
Bennett. 

“It’s really unheard of for public projects to 
come in under budget,” he said. 

Bennett said there were various reasons the 
project was under budget, including “so much 
fiscal responsibility” and “great bidding.” Ben-
nett explained that when the project was being 
planned, construction companies were eager to 
get projects, which helped with acquiring a low 
bid. 

In addition, while the school was undergoing 
construction, two state statutes were written, 
which helped save some money, he said. 

The project is being paid for with a combina-
tion of state grants, state reimbursement and tax 
payer money, Bennett said.  Had it run $48.9 
million, the state was slated to reimburse $28 
million, with the estimated cost to the town 
$20.9 million. 

According to Rosemary Coyle, who served 
as the Board of Selectmen liaison to the 
school’s building committee, the town wanted 
to reconstruct the middle school because it was 
in disrepair. 

She noted that the building needed major 
work. Windows, for example, were falling out 
and the heating, ventilation, and air condition-
ing system didn’t work properly.  

“It was just really the school had gone passed 
its use as an educational facility,” Coyle said. 

She explained that the project building com-
mittee was active for about seven years.  

The plan was originally to build a senior cen-
ter, community center and a school on the same 
campus, but that failed at a referendum in 2011. 
The town scaled down the project, focusing on 
just the school aspect; this passed with voters 
in 2015. Construction began in summer 2016.

Coyle said the renovated and expanded 
middle school was designed based on an edu-
cational model offering pod team instruction 
for the different grade levels. With this model, 
students are assigned to a particular pod and 
move around within other classrooms for their 
academics. 

“The building is really state of the art,” Coyle 

said, of the finished product. “As a former ed-
ucator, it would’ve been just a joy to teach in 
such a facility.” 

She said the school offers all the tools needed 
for students to reach their goals. 

“It was exciting for me to be the liaison to 
this building committee,” she said. 

In an interview with the Rivereast this week, 
she praised the building committee not only for 
helping the project come in under budget, but 
for all of its talent, as it was made up of mem-
bers with experience in engineering, construc-
tion and teaching. 

“I watched them debate every penny, every 
dime,” Coyle said. “They were so attentive to 
the details not only of the construction piece but 
the academic piece. I think that’s why it was a 
successful project.” 

Although students have been in the new 
building since the 2018-19 school year, the 
committee was still active until last month, 
while final details were completed and the proj-
ect was closed out. 

Bennett explained that the project was 95% 
finished in the summer of 2018, allowing stu-
dents to enter the new space for classes for the 
2018-19 school year. Bennett noted that there 
were three parts to the project – the middle 
school, the gyms and pupil services. 

He said one of the two gyms was finished 
later in the year. 

Before the school was renovated, the property 
was composed of two connected buildings – the 
middle school on one side and Bacon Academy 
on the other. Bacon moved to its current home 
in 1993. 

Once the high school students cleared out 
of the older building, the school that was then 
called Colchester Intermediate School – now 
known as Jack Jackter Intermediate School – 
moved in. Portable classrooms were added be-
hind the two buildings and then around 2006, 
when Colchester Intermediate School moved 
into a new home, WJJMS took over the whole 
facility. 

Bennett said that during the renovation, some 
of the portable classrooms were demolished, 
and students moved to the portion of the proper-
ty that previously housed the high school, also 
relying on the remaining portables. They were 
there for two years while the middle school 
was being demolished and re-built. Next to the 
building, there was a wing, a small portion of 

the former Bacon Academy, that was preserved 
and renovated.  The rest was demolished.   

The school is still made up of different build-
ings. Part of the former Bacon Academy hosts 
one of two gyms on the property and the office 
for pupil services.  

Tom Tyler, chairman of the building commit-
tee said the project was a lot of work, but the 
results are incredible. 

“I think it’s probably the single most success-
ful large construction project that the town of 
Colchester has ever taken and executed,” Tyler 
said. 

He explained that committee members over-
saw and coordinated all aspects of the plan-
ning and construction process. But three main 
entities were also engaged in the project, in-
cluding an architect from Tecton Architects, 
who designed the project, project management 
services from Arcadis Engineering Company 
and O&G Industries, which served as the con-
struction company. 

Tyler praised the committee members for all 
of their years of work to make the project a real-
ity and that it came on time and under budget. 
He said while the project committee worked for 

about seven years, there were members who also 
served on the planning committee and worked 
for nearly ten years planning for the school and 
senior center that failed at referendum. 

“We had a tremendous group of volunteers 
who spent thousands of hours in hundreds of 
meetings since 2011 to deliver this project,” Ty-
ler said. 

During the course of the project, the town 
went through three first selectmen, four super-
intendents, three directors of facilities and two 
chairs of the Board of Education, he said. De-
spite the turnover and new faces, the core group 
“worked together doggedly to deliver and stay 
dedicated to this project.”  

Tyler said the school offers what the stu-
dents need to be successful and said commit-
tee members continue to see the fruits of their 
long hours of planning. He said the transition to 
learning from home due to the pandemic was 
easier for children who attend the school as de-
vices and technology were already in place to 
meet those needs. 

To learn more about William J. Johnston 
Middle School, visit wjj.colchesterct.org. 

Town to Launch Initiative to
Help Stop COVID-19 Spread 

The Town of Colchester, under the direction 
of the First Selectman Mary Bylone, is launch-
ing an initiative to help stop the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The initiative, developed 
by nurses and Viven Health, a nationally-recog-
nized education technology creator, will offer 
the public a free online health education pro-
gram that teaches people how to avoid getting 
infections.

“As a nurse and a resident of our town, I rec-
ognize the tremendous impact this virus has 
had on our community,” Bylone said. “We have 
lost community members and many of us have 
lost personal friends and family members to 
the disease. I have worked to bring up to date 
and factual information to our community and 
recognize the role ongoing education plays in 
the prevention of infectious diseases like CO-
VID-19. It is exciting to be part of the launch 
of this public education program, designed by 
nurses to help flatten the COVID-19 curve.”

Dr. Tom Ahrens, founder of Viven Health, 

originally developed the public health program 
to help individuals learn how to stop infections, 
especially sepsis, a condition that kills over 
25,000 people every year. 

“Some of the sickest people you see in a hos-
pital’s Intensive Care Unit are there because of 
an infection,” Ahrens said. “Our program helps 
protect the public by teaching people how to 
prevent infections. Some simple tweaks in a 
person’s hygiene habits have the power to make 
an enormous difference. This is extra important 
during the pandemic.”

Colchester residents will be able to access 
this free and informative program through 
our website at ColchesterCT.gov, on the town 
Facebook page and through links provided in 
weekly emails. 

To access the program visit Stopbadgerms.
com. It provides scenarios designed to teach a 
person how to act responsibly while learning 
basic protocols for practicing healthier behav-
ior. 
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 Turkey Thanks… Colchester Rotary Club recently offered thanked to all that purchased turkey legs to support Thanksgiving baskets for Colchester families in need. The 
paper turkey legs adorned the windows and walls at Liberty Bank, Noel’s Market and Westchester Market in recent months. Additional donations were made by Colchester 
Cares, local businesses, and personal checks from individuals. Liberty Bank donated 25 cents for every dollar and also awarded Colchester Rotary two additional contribu-
tions to fund Thanksgiving baskets. Colchester Rotary will partner with Colchester Youth and Social Services to reach those in need this Thanksgiving season. 

Historical Society Calendars in Limited Supply
There is a limited supply of Colchester His-

torical Society 2021 calendars still for sale. The 
pictorial calendar features rare vintage images 
of Colchester.

On the calendar cover, there is a photograph 
of Main Street looking south, flanked by the 
town green and Merchants’ Row. Highlighted in 
the calendar are images of Colchester that will 
be soon featured in an upcoming Arcadia Publi-
cations’ Images of America book of Colchester.

The limited-edition 2021 Colchester Histori-
cal Society pictorial calendar sells for $12. This 
year, for $20, the historical society will also in-
clude a copy of Historical Landmarks: A His-
torical Tour of Colchester. This book features 
50 historic sites throughout Colchester, many 
walking distance from the center of town. 

Calendars can be purchased at Nathan Liver-

ant and Son Antiques, located at 168 S. Main 
St., and Copies Plus….more, located at 31 
Halls Hill Rd. Calendars can also be purchased 
at the Colchester History Museum on Saturdays 
and Sundays, noon-2 p.m., or Wednesdays, 5-7 
p.m. Look for the “Calendars for Sale Today” 
sign in front of the museum, which is located at 
24 Linwood Ave.

Calendars and copies of the Historical Land-
marks book can also be mailed for an additional 
$3 to cover shipping. Calendar with shipping 
is $15, and the calendar and book with ship-
ping are $23. Contact the Colchester Historical 
Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org or 860-
537-4230 to purchase. Proceeds support the so-
ciety’s mission of educating the community as 
to the history of Colchester.

 New Assistant… The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children (C3) recently wel-
comed Laurie Buyniski as assistant to the coordinator. Buyniski has corporate and 
volunteer experience, and is also the mother of four children. “C3 has supported my 
family over the past nine years, through the offerings of programs, parent education 
classes and community resources,” she said. “As a volunteer, I’ve had the opportunity 
to contribute while learning about the goals and strategies of the organization and 
our Colchester community. I’m looking forward to taking my involvement to the next 
level as a member of the C3 team!” Buyniski replaces Dawn LePage, who served C3 
for over 10 years and had recently taken a full-time job with the Colchester Public 
Schools. Buyniski, far right, is shown here with, from left, husband Alex Buyniski 
and children Benjamin, Brayden, Hannah and Kayla. 

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skin-

ner Rd., has announced the following pieces of 
news. For more information, call the church at 
860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. Abun-
dant Life Church is a Christ-follower church 
that believes salvation through Jesus Christ.

Weekly Sunday Service: The church con-
tinues open door services on Sundays. Facial 
masks while roaming and social distancing 
guidelines are followed, including only allow-
ing less than 50 attendees. Sunday School is at 
the church at 9:30 a.m., with the main service 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the church if you 
would like to attend.

The service is also broadcast live on Facebook, 

beginning at 10:30 a.m., with a special children’s 
program included. Go to www.facebook.com/
groups/abundantLifeCT or look for the church 
on Facebook. For more information or if unable 
to connect, call the church at 860-537-3082.

Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a 
group of faithful members at Abundant Life. If 
you are in need of prayer for healing, financial 
issues, troubled family members, life-control-
ling habits, or any other need, call the church 
to be placed on its prayer list. You may also 
ask about the various days and times the prayer 
groups meet and come at that time. 

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Christina Heckathorn, 

Ian Lilly, Michelle McComiskey, Maria Nieves, 
Jeremiah Palmisano, Ashlee Ringuette, Natalia 
Setschinsky, Ashley Varjenski, Aileen Williams 
and Meghan Young all made the summer 2020 
President’s List at Goodwin College in East 
Hartford. 

President’s List
Colchester residents Olivia Berard and Zach-

ary Berard each made the fall 2020 President’s 
List at Bob Jones University in Greenville, S.C.

Olivia Berard is a freshman nursing major, 
and Zachary Berard is a junior criminal justice 
major. 

To qualify for the President’s List, students 
must earn a 3.75 or higher grade point average 
for the semester. Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 
has announced the following programs and 
events. Most programs are on Zoom; to learn 
more about join them, or for full descriptions 
of any program, call the center at 860-537-3911 
or email csc@colchesterct.gov. The center is 
online at www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 
More information about senior trips can also be 
found online.

Monday, Jan. 18: Center closed for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day.

Tuesday, Jan. 19: 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi on 
Zoom; 10:30 a.m., Book Club on Zoom; 11 
a.m., Adult Coloring; 1:30 p.m., conference 
call bingo.

Wednesday, Jan. 20: 10 a.m., Making Mem-
ories on Zoom; noon, Fresh New Start – Grab 
and Go Lunch; no AARP Webinar today.

Thursday, Jan. 21: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 11 
a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom; 1:30 p.m., Boggle 
on Zoom.

Friday, Jan. 22: 10:30 a.m., 8 Steps to Orga-
nizing Success on Zoom; 11 a.m., Senior Yoga 
on Zoom; 11 a.m., Reopening our Senior Cen-
ter Q&A with Patty on Zoom.

Upcoming Programs: Snowman Decorat-
ing Contest: All are invited to create a one-of-
a-kind snowman. Mini Styrofoam snowmen 
will be provided for people to decorate however 
they like. There will be winners for Funniest, 
Most Unique, and Most Beautiful. Participants 
have until Feb. 26 to complete their snowman 
and submit a picture for judging. Call the office 
to set up a time to pick up your snowman starter 
kit for $3.

Book Club Discussion on Zoom: Tuesday, 
Jan. 19, 10:30 a.m.  Born a Crime by Trevor 
Noah will be discussed. Copies are held on 
reserve at Cragin Memorial Library. Everyone 
is welcome. Please come having read the book 
and prepared for a lively discussion. 

Boggle on Zoom: Thursday, Jan. 21, 1:30 
p.m.  The goal of Boggle is to score points 
by finding words in the random letters in the 

grid. All you’ll need to join the fun is a pen or 
pencil and a piece of paper. Look for the link in 
the Monthly Zoom Links table. 

Reopening Our Senior Center 
Q&A: Friday, Jan. 22, 1 p.m. Senior Center 
Director Patty Watts will discuss reopening 
plans. Bring questions and concerns.

In the Know: Tuesday, Jan. 26, 12:30 p.m., 
via Zoom. Watts will discuss current happen-
ings at the senior center. Learn about the new 
senior center project, plans for reopening and 
more. 

Coffee Talk with Ruth: Wednesday, Jan. 
27, 9:30 a.m., via Zoom. Discuss current events, 
local happenings, and what’s new in the lives of 
our members. 

Community Conversation with the First 
Selectman: Friday, Jan. 29 10:30 a.m., via 
Zoom. First Selectman Mary Bylone will dis-
cuss COVID-19 in Colchester, announce town-
wide events ,and more. Bring your questions. 

International Cooking Demo on Zoom: 
Morocco: Friday, Jan. 29, 1:30 p.m., via Zoom. 
Follow along at home or simply watch a dem-
onstration on how to prepare Moroccan Harira 
Stew, a dish featuring chickpeas. Call or email 
the senior center for a recipe and shopping list.

Colchester Senior of the Month: Each 
month, beginning in February, the senior center 
will give one or two of its members the spot-
light to tell more about themselves. If interested 
in being the February Senior of the Month, call 
Ruth at the senior center.

Upcoming Programs: Learn to Sign with 
Ruth: Mondays, 11 a.m.-noon. This course 
teaches the basics of how to communicate with 
sign language. No prior experience necessary. 

Walking Group: Wednesdays, 10 a.m., 
weather permitting. Social distancing and 
masks required. 

Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with 
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Senior 
Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; Sitter-
cize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; Tai Chi: 
Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

Virtual Author Talk 
All are invited Monday, Feb. 1, at 6 p.m., via 

Zoom, to chat with local author Gary Walter, 
who will talk about his new book Images of 
America: Colchester.

To register for this event, go to tinyurl.com/
yy2vtjf3. This author talk is cosponsored by 
Cragin Memorial Library and Colchester His-
torical Society.

This program is free. For more information, 
call the library at 860-537-5752.

Drive-Thru
Polish Dinner

St. Joseph Polish Club will have a Drive-
Thru Polish dinner to benefit the Madonna 
Place Friday, Feb. 12, from 5-6:30 p.m. 

Dinner includes pierogis, galumpkis, kiel-
basa, and rye bread with butter. Tickets are 
$15 and only sold at the club, 395 South 
Main Street. Advanced ticket sales only.

Tickets cannot be purchased online or 
emailed.



Page 18 NEWS BULLETIN • January 15, 2021

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

R
E

10
-1

6-
20

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

HealTH CaRe

Youth and Family Services Awarded $625K Grant
By Jack Lakowsky

East Hampton Youth and Family Services 
last week received from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention a Drug Free Communi-
ties (DFC) Support Program Grant, a competi-
tive grant totaling $625,000. 

The federal funds will be granted over the 
next five years in $125,000 installments. 

Youth and Family Services (YFS) will use 
the money to continue it’s work reducing sub-
stance abuse among local youth, according to 
East Hampton Prevention Coordinator James 
Olsen. 

In a Monday interview with the Rivereast, 
Olsen said money from this grant will be fo-
cused on combatting underage alcohol con-
sumption and nicotine use, whether with ciga-
rettes or vapes. 

Underage cannabis smoking and prescription 

pill abuse are also topics Olsen addresses with 
local youth and families. 

Olsen coordinates a local coalition of town 
officials, including from the police department 
school district, and social services, as well as 
local parents, to lead Belltown’s prevention ef-
fort. The coalition hosts seminars and talks at 
local schools, educating kids about risky behav-
ior. 

“A lot of our campaigning is peer-led,” said 
Olsen. “Using students gets the message across 
effectively.”

Olsen described the coalition’s efforts as 
“more realistic and friendly” than hardline, 
“finger-wagging” campaigns like DARE or the 
“Just Say No” initiative. 

“We’re about education and providing them 
the opportunity to form their own opinions. No 
scare tactics and no sob stories,” said Olsen. 

“For example, we don’t teach that weed is a 
‘gateway drug.’ We ask why it may have gotten 
that name, or we explain what smoking [weed] 
can do to a 13-year-old brain.”

The DFC grant will help the town continue 
this outreach work.

“This town does a great job of providing re-
source for kids,” said Olsen, going on to name 
East Hampton’s bustling arts and theatre scene, 
afterschool activities, and events held by pri-
vate businesses as resources that help prevent 
or mitigate underage drinking or substance use. 

“The coalition will come together and try 
to find out what other entities exist to help the 
town,” said Olsen.

To apply for the grant and communicate 
Belltown’s needs, Olsen and his department 
developed a “snapshot” of East Hampton, with 
factors like parent and student demograph-
ics, police activity, youth service availability, 
school surveys, local media reports, and overall 
resource capacity. 

The DFC grant is the second of two monetary 
victories for East Hampton. In 2016, the town 
was awarded its first major drug and alcohol 
prevention grant-money that allowed the town 
to hire Olsen in the first place. 

“For many years, [YFS] functioned with 
about a $3,000 budget,” Olsen said. “Certainly 
not enough to hire anyone.”

Olsen is the first, and only, prevention coor-
dinator in town history. The 2016 award, a state 

grant called the Partnership for Success grant, 
was the first-ever major drug and alcohol abuse 
prevention grant awarded to the town. 

“The first grant was to prove ourselves, to get 
our feet off the ground,” Olsen said. “The goal 
in the last four years has been to get in a posi-
tion where we’re competitive [for large grant 
funds].”

Normally, Olsen will coordinate events at 
local schools, work that has been disrupted 
severely by the COVID-19 pandemic. Before 
the pandemic, for example, Olsen organized a 
“bedroom walk through” where parents learned 
about ways to discover substances concealed in 
misleading containers, like stash jars disguised 
as soda cans. 

“It’s been really tough since we can’t go into 
schools, and I don’t really want to subject kids 
to yet another Zoom call,” Olsen said. “We want 
to communicate our message without it being 
overwhelming.”

As a result of this disruption, Olsen said the 
coalition will rededicate, refocus, and get its 
“ducks in a row.” The coalition had a “grey 
area” of inactivity, wherein funds from the first 
grant ran dry and money from this new one had 
yet to be deposited. 

“Nothing is on the horizon quite yet, but 
we’re ready to get going again,” he said. 

Grant Applications Due in April
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects designed to enrich 
residents’ lives through the arts. Deadline to ap-
ply is April 1.

There are two $500 grants available. Grants 
will be awarded to East Hampton individuals or 
organizations the commission determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/
or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success, and the organization’s or 

project’s accessibility and service to the East 
Hampton community. 

Grant recipients must credit the East Hamp-
ton Arts and Culture Commission on all press 
releases, posters, print advertising and pro-
grams. 

An interview may be requested of the candi-
date prior to awarding the grant. A progress up-
date will be required six months after the award 
date, with a final report required one year after 
the award date.

Visit www.artsforeasthamptonct.org for ap-
plications; mail them to Town Manager’s Office, 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or email to arts@easthamptonct.org.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

continues to be closed, although staff is avail-
able via phone (860-267-4426) and email (se-
niorcenter@easthamptonct.gov) through nor-
mal business hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For the lat-
est information, visit www.easthamptonct.gov/
east-hampton-senior-center. 

Online Program Registration: Register for 
programs online at MyActiveCenter.com. You 
will need your key-swipe tag number that you 
scan when you visit the center, as well as the 
phone number and email you used when origi-
nally registering at the senior center. Once reg-
istered for MyActiveCenter, you’ll only need 
your email and password to get back in. Call 
the senior center for assistance.

Virtual Lunch Bunch: Every other Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. for an hour, via Zoom. Next date 
is Jan. 25. Register online, or contact the senior 
center for an invitation. 

Weekly Virtual Events: Register online via 
MyActiveCenter.com. Schedule: Bingo: Tues-
days at 1 p.m.; Writing Our Lives to Open Our 
Hearts: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Call the 

center for more info.
Seated Yoga via Zoom: Wednesdays at 10 

a.m. through March 10. Fee is $20 for the ses-
sion. Mail payment to East Hampton Senior 
Center; make check payable to the Town of East 
Hampton.

Snowflake Series: Thursdays, Jan. 28, Feb. 4 
and Feb. 11, at 1 p.m., via Zoom. Meet others 
for a half hour of fun and friendship. There will 
ice breakers, brain teasers, laughter and story-
telling. Sign up via MAC. 

Tai Chi with Tom Series: Session began Jan. 
7 and runs Thursdays, 10-10:30 a.m., through 
Feb. 25. Cost is $40. Register online.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. If in-
terested or for more information, including how 
to arrange payment, call 860-267-4426 or email 
jewing@easthampton.gov. 

Pen Pals: The center will match you with a 
pal who you can write to, back and forth. It may 
be a senior center friend or someone from the 
community. The center will supply all you need 
to participate. Call the center to sign up or for 
more information.

Haddam Neck
Covenant Church News 
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd., invites all to Sunday 
Worship at 9 a.m. online at www.facebook.
com/Haddam-Neck-Covenant-Church or in-
person with masks, social distancing and safety 
protocols. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. 

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog from 
Farmer M’s Red Barn to help Cowger explain 
the meaning of the message topic.

Bible Study: Cowger hosts a Zoom study 
entitled “God’s Peace and Prayers” every other 
Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. The foundation of 
the study is the book Armchair Mystic -- How 
Contemplative Prayer Can Bring You Closer to 
God. 

Call the church office at 860-267-2336 for 
more information. Office hours are 12:30-4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle 
Haddam Rd (mailing address: P.O. Box 81) 
Middle Haddam, will not hold regular Sun-
day services until further notice. Services 
will be conducted each Sunday at 10 a.m., 
with Church School at 11 a.m. Both servic-
es are available on Zoom.

The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge, 
the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard oversesdes 
Children’s Ministry, and Martha Alimi is 
the music director.

For more information or if in need of pas-
toral assistance, call the church at 860-267-
0287 or visit www.christchurchmiddlehad-
dam.com.



NEWS BULLETIN • January 15, 2021 Page 19

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

eh/marl

11 North Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424
860-365-5746

www.platinumnaturalcbd.co
Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12 - 5pmlnstagram Facebook

follow us for exclusive deals

Wide range of effective products 
available at an affordable price

• CBD Oil
• Tea
• Smokables
• Edibles

• Topicals
• Pet Treats
• Coffee

Soothing, Tasteful & Smooth

10% Off
your purchase
of $30 or more
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Capstone Grant Program
 The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion (EHACC) is accepting applications from 
East Hampton High School juniors and seniors 
for a $200 grant to support an annual East 
Hampton High School capstone project.

 The grant will help support one student’s 
proposed capstone project, a multifaceted as-
signment that serves as a culminating academic 
and intellectual experience for students. Cap-
stone projects may take a wide variety of forms 
including a long-term investigative project that 
culminates in a final product, presentation, or 
performance.

 Applicants for the EHACC Capstone Grant 
will be invited to present his/her Capstone 
Project idea to commission members during an 
agreed upon commission meeting. Deadline to 
apply is Feb. 1.

 Applications are available at www.artsfore-
asthamptonct.org and can be submitted to arts@
easthamtponct.org or can be mailed/dropped off 
at the Town Manager’s office at East Hampton 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has made the following announcements. For 
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All patrons age 2 and 
up are required to wear masks that cover their 
nose and mouth in the library and observe so-
cial distancing. If unable or unwilling to wear 
a mask, call the library to schedule a curbside 
delivery. 

Stories and Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
via Zoom, for ages 1-5. No registration re-
quired. 

Family Bedtime Stories: Mondays at 6:30 
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This program 
combines stories, songs and literacy activities. 
Siblings, pajamas, and stuffed animal friends 
welcome. No registration required; just drop 
in.  However, you can register online to receive 
weekly reminders for storytime.

Take and Make: Tuesday, Jan. 19. Each 
month, the library debuts three take and make 
activity kits – one for teens, one for school-aged 
children and one for “littlest learners.” Reserve 
your kit online on the library website and pick 
it up in person or curbside. This month’s theme 
for grades six and up is Emo Socks. Teens will 
get all the materials needed to make their own 
sock puppet. There will also be other STEM ac-
tivities and ideas related to puppetry and emo-
tions. Kits are available starting at 12:15 p.m. 
Jan. 19. Registration is required. 

For grades 2-5, the kit is a Science Explorers 
Project Bag. Kids will learn about the science 
of flight. Just add tape and scissors; everything 
else is included. Registration required, and 
pickup is on Jan. 19.

Virtual Afterschool Programs: Footprints, 
Fribrarys, and Fundays: The library offers 
fun and educational after school programming 

for children in grades 2-5 on Fridays during the 
school year, and Monday Fundays for middle 
school students on select Mondays. Program-
ming takes place at 4 p.m., and all programs are 
over Zoom. Registration required.  The sched-
ule is: Footprints, for grades 2-3, Jan. 29 and 
Feb. 29; Fribrary, for grades 4-5, Jan. 22, Feb. 5 
and Feb. 26; Monday Fundays, for grades 6-8, 
Jan. 25, Feb. 8 and Feb. 22.

Mindful Movements: Thursdays, 10 a.m., 
via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This is an early literacy 
program for child and caregiver that combines 
singing, dancing, and whole body movement. 
Siblings welcome. For weekly reminders and 
recordings, register online.

Teen Advisory Tuesday: Next meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, 3 p.m., via Zoom. For grades 
8-12. In this online program, students will come 
together to plan and create events and programs 
they want, and provide input to expand the li-
brary’s YA/Teen collection. The Teen Advisory 
Board requires a monthly commitment and par-
ticipation; upon registration, teens will receive 
an application and agreement to be completed 
prior to the first meeting. Registration and ap-
plications are being taken now.

Book Club: Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 6:30 p.m., 
or Thursday, Jan. 21, at 2 p.m. – both online 
via Zoom. The Great Alone will be discussed. 
Copies available for check out at the circulation 
desk. Register online for the Zoom link. 

Waiving Fines and Fees: The library will 
waive all fines and fees for the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

E-Books and E-Audiobooks: The library 
currently offers two different eBook and eAu-
dio platforms. Visit the eLibrary tab on the web-
site for more info. 

E-Book Library Cards: Don’t have a li-
brary card and you’re and East Hampton resi-
dent? Sign up on the website for an eBook li-
brary card to access all of the library’s online 
resources.

Police News
12/26: Demetrius Lavoy, 25, of New Britain, 

was issued a summons for failure to drive right, 
misuse of plates and operating an unregistered 
and uninsured motor vehicle, East Hampton Po-
lice said.

12/28: Christina Neill, 29, of East Hartford, 
was issued a summons for failure to obey a red 
light and operating a motor vehicle without in-
surance, police said.

12/31: Robert Ailinger, 55, of Columbia, was 
arrested and charged with operating under the 
influence and failure to drive right, police said.

Also, from Dec. 28-Jan. 3, officers responded 
to six medical calls, eight alarms and six traffic 
hazards, and made 24 traffic stops, police said. 

 Man That Keeps on Giving… East Hampton Lion Dave Shulman – former Humani-
tarian of the Year for the entire Lions district and recipient of Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation’s highest form of recognition, the Melvin Jones Fellowship – and 
his company, Suburban Stationers, recently received a thank you plaque for their help 
with the Farm to Family Food Program. The East Hampton Lions and East Hamp-
ton Food Bank recently teamed up to distribute boxes of food to those in need that 
were provided by USDA in conjunction with the State of CT Division of Emergency 
Management. There were several food drives with well over 1,000 families receiving 
food boxes. There was much lifting and carrying, and Shulman provided equipment 
and labor to get this done. Lions District Governor Frank Rowe presented Shulman 
with his plaque.

Congregational
Church News

Due to the rising number of COVID-19 cases 
in Connecticut, The Congregational Church of 
East Hampton, UCC, is once again holding all 
services via Zoom. Current and past services 
can be accessed at www.cc-eh.org. All are wel-
come.

The Teen Youth Group will not meet in Janu-
ary but will resume its monthly meeting Friday, 
Feb. 26, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Students in grades 
6-12 are welcome.

For more information, visit the church web-
site or call 860-267-4959 during office hours, 
Tuesday-Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. In case of 
pastoral emergencies, the Rev. Jim Latimer can 
be reached at 610-568-2480.

Honor Society Inductee
East Hampton resident Emily Sailsbury was 

recently inducted into Alpha Eta, the national 
honor society for the allied health professions, 
during a virtual ceremony at Quinnipiac Uni-
versity.

Salisbury is majoring in occupational thera-
py.

Dean’s List
Clara Gustine of East Hampton made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University 
in Rhode Island. Gustine is double majoring in 
criminal justice and psychology. 
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	&	Weekends
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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CASH OIL CO.
40 yrs. of Comfort Heating

• Discount Prices
• Automatic Delivery

• 24 hr. Mechanical Service

860-267-0431
 Lic. #00306580 HOD #0000264 Insured
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 New Tavern in Town… The Economic Development Commission has announced a 
new eatery for East Hampton, the Belltown Tavern. Property owner Francis D’Mello, 
also owner of Lake Shore Package Store, and Chef Thomas Chmielecki decided to 
bring a restaurant back to the site, former home of the popular Governor’s Tavern. 
Belltown Tavern is located at 26 E. High St. and can be reached at 860-467-6932 or 
online at www.belltowntavern.com.

 New Eagle Scout... Philip Wentworth 
received his Eagle Scout Award from 
East Hampton Troop 8 this month. For 
his Eagle project, Wentworth created a 
small outdoor stage for the elementary 
children at Memorial School East Hamp-
ton. Wentworth is a 2020 graduate of East 
Hampton High School and is currently 
enrolled in I.E.C. Electrical School, study-
ing to become an electrician. 

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands, a ministry of Cornerstone Bi-

ble Church, is open the first and third Saturdays 
of each month. The ministry offers free gently-
used clothing, household items, books, linens 
and more to community members in need. 

Due to COVID-19, all must sign up for a time 
slot and wear a mask when entering. To regis-
ter for a time slot, call 860-918-0784 or email 
jholm225@sbcglobal.net, on the Sunday before 
the open Saturday.

Helping Hands will accept donations only on 
the first and third Saturday of each month.

Resident Earns Top 
Scholarship at Xavier

Samuel Marsh of East Hampton has earned a 
100% tuition scholarship to attend Xavier High 
School in Middletown, as the top scorer on the 
school’s entrance exam.

Marsh received the Brother Robert, C.F.X., 
Honors Scholarship, which is named after the 
school’s first principal.

Marsh, who is home-schooled, is among 
16 students who earned scholarships for their 
scores on the entrance exam. 

Dean’s List
Daniel Bendzinski of East Hampton made 

the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Bob Jones Univer-
sity in Greenville, S.C.

Bendzinski is a junior ministry and leader-
ship major. 
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Winter Classes to Start at Epoch Arts

 Epoch Arts is offering an eight-week in-person series of classes next month, in a 
variety of art forms. Pictured here at a previous class is Harper Ordonez.

Epoch Arts is offering an eight-week in-per-
son series of classes next month, in a variety 
of art forms – and the nonprofit arts-for-youth 
organization will also offer a new art expression 
in the form of a youth-led Epoch magazine.

Thanks to a grant from the East Hampton Ro-
tary Club, Epoch invites youth to either be part 
of the creation and editing team or to share their 
art and written word, photography and more. 
Classes will begin Feb. 1 and full registration 
and class descriptions are online at epocharts.
recdesk.com/Community/Program.

Organizers said they are watching COVID 
numbers and will have protocols in place for 
safety. If numbers are still rising at the time of 

classes, Epoch said it will re-evaluate and push 
the start to a later date. 

Epoch Arts is located at 27 Skinner St. For 
more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS AEVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS ANaturehood

DiscoverTheForest.org

MAKE SURE THEY’RE IN 
THE RIGHT CAR SEAT 

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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Hours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
For Men, WoMen And CHildren

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
Services By Appointments Only
— including same-day appointments —
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•	Conveniently	Located

•	No	Security	Deposit
	 Required

•	Offering	Independent,
	 Assisted,and	Memory
	 Care	Apartments

•	Accommodating
	 Seniors	Through	All
	 Stages	of	Life

LuxuRy
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SeamleSS gutterS
weneedgutterS.com 860.563.8820
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Free estimates
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection

Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!

Holiday Closings
The offices of Marlborough Town Hall, 

Senior Center and Public Works Depart-
ment will be closed Monday, Jan. 18.

Dean’s List
Daniel Michalski of Marlborough made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Castleton University in 
Castleton, Vt.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203. Parks and Rec. advises people not to wait 
until the last minute to register, as the program 
may be canceled if minimum registration is not 
fulfilled by a certain date. Also, all in-person 
classes are subject to change to virtual pro-
grams based on state regulations. 

Youth Programs: Fashion Sketching 101: 
Wednesdays, Jan. 20 and 27, 3:15-4:15 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center, for grades 2-8. 
All materials included. Fee: $53/residents, $57/
non-residents.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class: For ages 2-3 
with a caregiver. Saturdays, Jan. 23-April 3, 
8:20-8:50 a.m., or Mondays, Jan. 25-April 5, 
5:30-6 p.m., at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. 
Fee: $130.

Kids Quilting 101: Tuesdays, Feb. 2-23, 
3:15-4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center, 
for grades 4-8. A supply list and homework will 
be given prior to the first class. Fee: $63/resi-
dents, $68/non-residents.

Mad Science: Tuesdays, Feb. 2-March 23, 
3:20-4:20 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center, 

for grades K-6. Fee: $150/residents, $155/non-
residents. 

Artventureswithkids: Thursdays, Feb. 
4-March 25, 4:15-5:15 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center, for grades K-4. Fee: $132/resi-
dents, $138/non-residents.

Kids Private Virtual Sewing: Days, nights 
and weekends are available. Fee is $48 for a 
90-minute session.

Adult Programs: Private Virtual Sewing: 
Days, nights and weekends are available. Fee is 
$48 for a 90-minute session.

Barre/Pilates: Mondays through Jan. 25, 
5:30-6:15 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee 
is $15 per week to drop in.

Monday Yoga: Mondays through Jan. 25, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee 
is $15 per week to drop in. 

Tuesday Yoga: Tuesdays through Jan. 26, 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee 
is $15 per week to drop in. 

Barre/Pilates: Wednesdays through Jan. 27, 
6-6:45 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is 
$15 per week to drop in. 

Zumba: Thursdays through Feb. 11, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Fire Station No. 2, or choose vir-
tual instruction. Fee is $10 per week to drop in. 

Richmond Library News & Notes
The Richmond Memorial Library building, 

located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but 
there are many services still being offered. For 
more information, call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Library2Go Curbside Pickup: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Window Browsing: While the library build-
ing remains closed to the public, the library is 
now offering window browsing for adults. Stop 
by and peek through the windows on the adult 
side of the building. If you see something you 
like, call the library during curbside hours and 
staff will check it out and run it outside for you. 
If you are visiting during hours when staff is not 

available, you can place a hold online.
Book Drop: The book drop is open. Items 

are quarantined for three days (72 hours) before 
being checked in. Overdue fines are not accru-
ing at this time. 

Curbside Printing: Email a JPEG, DOC, 
or PDF to richmondprograms@gmail.com and 
staff will print it for you. Standard printing 
charges still apply; the first two pages are free, 
then 25 cents per black and white page and 50 
cents per color page. Exact change must be put 
in a sealed envelope with your name on it and 
left in the library book drop. Staff will contact 
you when the item is available for pick-up. Al-
low up to one full business day. 

Historical Society News
Marlborough Historical Society has an-

nounced the following pieces of news: 
Architectural Surveys: The society is con-

tinuing to conduct architectural surveys of the 
historic structures throughout the town. For 
more information, email mhs@marlborough-
history.org or write to the society at MHS, 
P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 06447.

2021 Calendars: Calendars are available 
for purchase either online at www.marlbor-
oughhistory.org or at 17 School Drive. Cost 
is $18. 

Reflections Into Marlborough’s History: 
Marlborough’s complete 296-page history 
book is once again available for purchase. 
Cost is $50. More information is at www.
marlboroughhistory.org.

Lost in History: The historical society is 
looking for any photographs of South School. 
The school was located close to where the 
exit 15 offramp is now. It was standing in 
the 1930s but abandoned. People are asked 
to contact the society if they have any photo-
graphs that may depict this school.

Donations and Proceeds: Marlborough 
Historical Society is a nonprofit organization. 
To make a tax-deductible donation to aid in its 
historic preservation efforts, visit www.marl-
boroughhistory.org or mail to Marlborough 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447. All proceeds from sales of 
calendars and the Reflections book go to sup-
port the society.

Congregational Church News
The Sunday worship service at the Marlbor-

ough Congregational Church is livestreamed 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. through the church 
website, mcc.marlcongchurch.org, and follows 
the usual order of Sunday worship. 

Weekly participants include church pastor 
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski, 
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians 
and participants from the church and commu-
nity. A Message for the Children by Christian 
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson 
is given immediately following the worship ser-
vice. 

Sunday services are recorded and available 
for viewing on the church website later that 
same day. All previous worship services can be 
viewed through the webpage.

Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church 
office at 860-295-9050.

Mission-giving for January will go to the 
Marlborough Food Bank. If donating, make 

your check payable to MCC, note “first quarter 
missions,” and mail to the church at P.O. Box 
57, Marlborough, CT 06447.

The church’s 274th annual Financial Meeting 
will take place Sunday, Jan. 24. Voting on the 
2021 budget and financial and statistical reports 
will be done via email or phone by Jan. 22. To 
receive a report, contact the church office at of-
fice@marlcongchurch.org or 860-295-9050.

All students in grades 5-7 are invited to Ju-
nior Youth Group. Next meeting is Thursday, 
Jan. 28, for board and card games and outside 
play at the church. Facemasks are required. For 
more information, contact Gwen Lawson at 
gwendolynn78@yahoo.com.

Amazon Smile donates .5% of purchases 
back to the church when you sign in using 
smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1038392. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning 
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New 
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.
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Your Medicare Solution Specialist!

Servicing & Assisting Seniors
for over 25 years

Turning 65?
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Us Today!
7 Dickinson Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350
www.medicareinfo-ct.com
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Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447
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Kristee at Good Hair Day
offering haircuts for men and boys

call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

Men’s cut $19
Kids 14 & under $16

Military, First Responders
& Seniors $16
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St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. The Rev. Thomas 
J. Sas is pastor, John McKaig is deacon and 
the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. The 
church office can be reached at 860-295-0001 
or. For more information, visit www.stjfchurch.
org, or look for the church on Facebook (Saint 
John Fisher Roman Catholic Church) or Twitter 
(@StJohnFisher_CT). 

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 
a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks required. A 
maximum of 44 parishioners is able to attend 
each Mass; pre-registration required (on the 
church website via a live link available Thurs-
day mornings). Contact the parish office with 
questions. 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday and Thursday at 
8:30 a.m. Appropriate spatial distancing and 
use of masks are required and disinfectants will 
be provided.

Online Mass: Each weekend’s Mass is also 
available on the parish website, starting at 4 
p.m. Saturdays. 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Face-to-face office visits 
are limited due to COVID-19 regulations. Call 
before heading over or connect via the phone. 

Youth Faith Formation Programs: There 
are currently virtual classes and continued 
outreach; grades 1-8 should contact Faith For-
mation Coordinator Theresa Brysgel at 860-
830-2194 or tbrysgel@stjfchurch.org, and 
Confirmation Grades 9-10 should contact Con-
firmation Director Jen O’Neill at oneill.jen@
comcast.net. 

Youth Group and Youth Leadership “Teen 

Emmaus”: High school students continue vir-
tual meetings and connections. Contact O’Neill 
or information. 

Adult Faith Formation: Contact O’Neill for 
information on program offerings and virtual 
opportunities. 

RCIA and Adult Confirmation Programs: 
For more information, contact RCIA Coordina-
tor James Castellani at jcast@stjfisher.org or 
860-295-9904.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. Appropriate spatial distanc-
ing and use of masks are required and disinfec-
tants will be provided.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catho-
lic men are invited to contact Michael Schadtle 
at 860-295-9701 for information about joining 
this international charitable and service frater-
nity.

Community Outreach and Service: Bring 
food or household donations directly to Marl-
borough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday 
mornings; sandwich-making and collection 
continues on the last Thursday of the month 
for St. Vincent DePaul in Middletown; and the 
Community Garden to benefit the Marlborough 
Food Bank is underway. Other service oppor-
tunities are scheduled monthly; see the church 
website for more details. 

Someone in Need: If you or someone you 
know is in need, whether it be someone to talk 
to, someone to pray with, or anything else that 
you think the church could help with, reach out 
to Sas at 860-295-0067 or McKaig at 860-918-
4084. You can also email McKaig at dcn.john@
cox.net. 

 Members of CHEC and teens from the RHAM/AHM Youth Group RALLY recently 
partnered with Hebron Wine and Spirits to do a Sticker Shock Campaign. From left 
are AHM Prevention Coordinator Brendan Grimm, RALLY members Ellie Kalisher, 
Taryn Simon and Marissa Colonna, RHAM High School junior Evan Dapsis, and 
CHEC member Jessica Dapsis.

Sticker Shock Campaign 
Members of AHM Youth and Family Servic-

es’ Coalition for a Healthy Empowered Com-
munity (CHEC) and teens from the RHAM/
AHM Youth Group RALLY recently partnered 
with Hebron Wine and Spirits to do a Sticker 
Shock Campaign. 

The campaign is meant to remind customers 
during the holiday season that providing alco-
hol to minors is a crime. Hebron Wine and Spir-
its Manager Chantelle stated “This is just a way 
for us to give back to the community in a simple 
way….and it can keep kids safe.”

According to AHM, much of the alcohol used 
by teens is obtained through older, legally-aged 
friends. Teens and CHEC members spent a cou-
ple hours putting stickers on almost all alcohol 
products in the store, particularly the products 
which are more likely to be consumed by un-
derage drinkers. These could include drinks 

such as: fruity liquors, hard iced teas, beer, al-
coholic ice pops, and others. Five youth partici-
pated, with two CHEC members. 

AHM Prevention Coordinator Brendan 
Grimm said, “It is important to continually send 
the message to parents that underage drinking is 
a risky behavior, so decreasing access to alco-
hol for teens is a huge step in seeing a decrease 
in use.” 

This campaign coincides with a related cam-
paign, called the Social Host Campaign, for 
which signs are up outside at RHAM, at the in-
tersection of routes 85 and 66, and on the green 
in Marlborough. This campaign informs parents 
that allowing an underage drinking party is ille-
gal, and can have serious legal consequences, 
among others. 

For more information on CHEC, call Grimm 
at AHM at 860-228-9488.
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Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound Behind Citgo
www.northeastautoandtruck.com

We Are Open Monday–Friday 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

Full Service repair

TOWiNG ServiceS availaBle!
FOreiGN & DOmeSTic!
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We Sell Used Cars & Offer Propane 
Refills at our Filling Station.

If you are new to our
community, we welcome you!
Come in and try our services.

We Welcome 2021!
Wishing You All A Safe
& Blessed New Year!

We are glad to say
so long to 2020.

Contact me if you are 
interested in Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate

Interest Rates are at Historic Lows!
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If you are thinking of selling, now is 
a great time as inventory is very low.

https://www.zillow.com/profile/toddhatfield/
for Zillow reviews and testimonials

Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924
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 Please Call Joe Wroblewski
FOR A FREE, No Obligation Consultation

860-372-4967

We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Dental Plans for Medicare Eligible Individuals
Call Joe For a Free Quote

Joe Wroblewski:
Helping people in the
area for over 20 years

Turning 65? Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans • Medigap Supplements
Advantage Plans...Please Call Joe

185 SilaS Deane Hwy.
wetHerSfielD, Ct

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE1-8-21

Delicious Lunch Specials Daily!

Spinach Potato & Cheese
Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese

with or without sausage

StuffeD BreaDS & StromBoLiS!

Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Valentine Cookies & Cupcakes

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Radon Test Kits Available
January is Radon Awareness Month, and the 

Chatham Health District has acquired a limited 
number of radon test kits from the Connecticut 
State Health Department. Kits are available to 
the public while supplies last.

One test kit is available per residence for 
those living within the district, which covers 
Colchester, East Hampton, East Haddam, He-
bron, Marlborough and Portland. Once the test 
is complete, you will need to mail the kit in for 
analysis, at no charge to you. The results will be 
sent to you and will not be public information. 

People are asked to only take a test kit if they 
are committed to following the directions and 
mailing it out. If interested in a test kit, call 860-
365-0884. 

 State Reps. Irene Haines and Robin Green (in the photo at left) and Christie Carpino (in the photo at right) were all sworn in 
last week to their new legislative terms. 

Local Legislators Take Office
Gathered outside under a partly-cloudy sky 

near the north steps of the State Capitol build-
ing, across from Hartford’s Bushnell Park, state 
Reps Christie Carpino (R-32), Robin Green (R-
55) and Irene Haines (R-34) joined their col-
leagues last week and took the oath of office 
to serve Connecticut for the 2021-22 legislative 
session.

Carpino represents Portland and Cromwell 
in the state House of Representatives; Green 
represents Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and 
Bolton; and Haines represents East Haddam 
and most of East Hampton.

“This Opening Day was unlike any other 
and although our methods of communicating 
may be different, the people’s business must 
continue,” Carpino said. “We need to focus on 
helping the people of Connecticut recover and 
move forward. I am humbled that the people of 
Cromwell and Portland have given me the op-
portunity to serve as their voice at the Capitol, 
and look forward to the hard work ahead of us.”

First elected in 2016, Green was recently ap-
pointed by House Republican Leader Vincent 
Candelora (R-86) to serve as Ranking Member 
of the Public Safety and Security Committee, 

which oversees all matters relating to the state 
police, fire marshals, and emergency services.

“Our emergency services personnel and vol-
unteers have been heroes in providing critical 
services to Connecticut residents during the 
pandemic, major weather events, and the 9-1-
1 calls they receive daily,” Green said. “I’m in 
awe at their resilience serving in these troubled 
times, and I want to make sure they have a seat 
at the table for the 2021 legislative session.”

“It’s an honor to serve the people of East 
Haddam, East Hampton and Colchester for an-
other two years,” Haines said. “There are many 
challenges ahead of us as we navigate the pan-
demic and recovery. The people of Connecticut 
are counting on us to work together and find so-
lutions.” Haines, first elected in 2018 will serve 
as House Republican Ranking Member on the 
Higher Education and Employment Advance-
ment Committee.

The outdoor ceremony was deemed neces-
sary due to ongoing concerns regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the ability for mem-
bers and staff to socially distance in the House 
Chamber. Following the swearing-in, legislators 
moved inside to their individual legislative of-

fices to participate in online meetings and votes 
regarding the formal rules of the session and 
to handle other duties. As a member of caucus 
leadership, Carpino was allowed to participate 
in the Chamber with other select legislators.

This session, when the General Assembly 
meets it will be, by most appearances, in a vir-
tual setting. This means that committee hear-
ings, floor votes, town halls, and office hours 
will be mostly conducted through Zoom, with 
lawmakers observing social distancing.

Last week’s ceremony kicked off the start of 
the legislature’s regular session, which started 
Jan. 6 and runs through June 9. The “long ses-
sion” is used to establish a state budget and in-
troduce bills of a general nature.

Look...

Your Ad
Should Be

Here!
CALL uS At:

860-633-4691

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional • Regional 



Page 24 NEWS BULLETIN • January 15, 2021

Obituary Policy
Rivereast will publish obituaries free of 

charge if the deceased person is a resident 
or former resident of any of the towns we 
circulate in. 

Charges apply for obituaries of persons 
who were not residents. Contact the adver-
tising director at (860) 633-4691 for rates.

Obituary 
Policy

Rivereast will 
publish obituar-
ies free of charge 
if the deceased 
person is a resi-
dent or for-mer 
resident of any of 
the towns we cir-
culate in. 

Charges apply 
for obituaries of 
persons who were 
not residents. 

Contact the ad-
vertising director 
at (860) 633-4691 
for rates.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-5783
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

East Hampton
Sven Göran Ramklint

Sven Göran Ramklint, 
beloved husband of New-
ell Taft Friedman, died of 
complications from CO-
VID-19 on Wednesday, 
Dec. 30. The owner of All 
About Blinds on Main St. 
in East Hampton, Sven 
was 83 and had just cel-
ebrated 50 years in the in-
terior design business. 

Born June 23, 1937, 
in Lund, Sweden, where 
family and friends knew him as “Göran,” he 
was the youngest child of Valter and Elna Ram-
klint. His father was a pastry chef and Sven 
developed a taste for customer service (and 
sweets) at Ramklint’s, the family’s esteemed 
pastry shop. After earning an engineering de-
gree and working in advertising, Sven’s taste 
for the American lifestyle drew him to Chicago 
in 1963. He landed on July 4 and was welcomed 
to the city by one of his contacts as a “Viking 
adventurer.” True to this label, in 1966 Sven 
spent three months navigating an International 
Harvester Scout off-road vehicle from Chicago 
to South America and back with his first wife 
Ulla-Britta, a Swedish journalist. He began a 
graduate business degree but switched to art 
school to study interior design. By 1968 Sven 
had worked his way into a VP position for a 
company operating a window treatment busi-
ness. He purchased part of that business in 1970 
and opened additional stores around Chicago, 
as well as in San Francisco, Calif., and Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Sven was in one of his shops when Newell 
and her two boys walked in. She was hired as 
a store manager, and as Sven said, “the rest is 
history.” Sven married Newell in a ceremony at 
the Chapel of Love in Las Vegas, Nev., in 1986. 
His stepsons and in-laws toasted the couple as 
they departed in a pink limousine. 

Sven and Newell went into business togeth-
er, opening a shop called Design for Living 
in Evanston, Ill., and establishing The Water’s 
Edge, their beloved bed & breakfast on the 
shores of Lake Como, Wisc. Sven’s talent for 
carpentry and the couple’s flair for interior de-
sign transformed the property into a beautiful 
refuge. During prohibition, the historic inn was 
a haven for bootlegging and gambling. Sven 
never tired of regaling guests with tales of the 
notorious Chicago gangsters of the 1920s. The 
Water’s Edge was a magnet for extended family 
who appreciated their good-natured hospitality 
during family reunions. “Sven’s ready smile 
and the twinkle in his eyes radiated his warmth, 
humor, curiosity and attentiveness,” reflects his 
niece Laura. 

In 2001, after the arrival of their first grand-
child, Sophia, on the East Coast. Sven and New-
ell sold the inn and moved east to Connecticut, 
where Newell grew up. They put down new 
roots in East Hampton and opened their busi-
ness, All About Blinds, where together they fo-
cused on selling and installing customized win-
dow treatments. Sven enjoyed attending Long 
Wharf Theater with Newell and made frequent 
trips to New York City to delight in watching 
Sophia perform on horseback, on stage, on ath-
letic fields, or in the living room. He enjoyed 
a good historical book, a cup of black coffee, 
classical music, opera, and was always ready 
to pick up a power tool to make an adjust-
ment. Sven’s stepson Andrew notes “he loved 
anything with a motor in it, especially if it had 
wheels or could fly, or both.” 

His nephew, Jim, describes Sven as “unfail-
ingly nice, engaging, strong and gentle at the 
same time, and a devoted companion to Aunt 

Newell.” Sven’s devotion to Newell was un-
paralleled even as her health flagged and she 
entered long-term care at Chestelm. Sven took 
great pleasure in holding his wife’s hand as they 
shared her favorite movies and showtunes. In 
recent years, Sven poured his energy and time 
into his business. After shutting down for the 
pandemic, he re-opened in June and, with the 
help of his good friend Jean Maheu, built back 
the business. By December, he told a local re-
porter that he had just completed the best third 
quarter he’d ever had and saw no reason to slow 
down. 

Sven is survived by his wife Newell, his 
brother Lars Ramklint and his sister Ulla Raas-
chou. He will be greatly missed by all who 
loved him: in the U.S. his stepson Daniel Fried-
man (his wife Gail); his granddaughter Sophia 
Friedman (her mother Donna); his stepson An-
drew Friedman (his partner Claudia and step-
daughter Elisa); his sister- and brother-in-law 
Marianne and Donald Marcus, nieces Laura 
and Sue, nephew Jim, and their children; and 
in Sweden his sister-in-law Goldy Ramklint; 
nieces Mia, Ola, Charlotta, and nephews Hen-
rik, Anders, Petter, and their children. 

Due to the pandemic, a memorial will be held 
at a future date. The family would appreciate 
hearing remembrances at www.spencerfuneral-
homeinc.com/listings

In lieu of flowers, you may make a donation 
in Sven Ramklint’s honor to the East Hampton 
Public Library, 105 Main St., East Hampton, 
CT 06424

Hebron
Judith Squires Roushon

Judith Squires Roush-
on, 82, a resident of He-
bron, died Monday, Dec. 
28. On that date, the sands 
of time ran out on a very 
caring, wonderful and 
beautiful person. 

Judy was born May 
4, 1938, in New Britain, 
to Esther Mary (Wind) 
Squires and Milton 
Squires. She grew up in 
New Britain and attended 
New Britain High School. She spent a year at 
the Yale School of Nursing before transferring 
to the University of Connecticut where she met 
the love of her life, Louis H. Roushon Jr. They 
married and had two very beloved children, 
Lori Ann Roushon. who lives in Lakewood, 
Colo., and works for AT&T in Denver, Colo., 
and Thomas Edward Roushon. who tragically 
died at age 21. 

Judy dropped out of college to raise their two 
children while her husband Lou worked full-
time and went to law school nights. In the late 
1970s and early 1980s, Judy returned to UCo-
nn, completed her B.A. degree with a major in 
sociology, and then went on to obtain a master’s 
degree in sociology in 1984. She was the first 
person in her family to go to college. 

After college, Judy interned at Catholic Fam-
ily Services in New Britain. She eventually 
earned her position as a licensed clinical social 
worker. She then went to work for Hartford 
Hospital as a psychotherapist in its outpatient 
clinic. When Hartford Hospital and the Institute 
Of Living merged, Judy moved with her unit to 
the outpatient unit of the Institute Of Living. 
Additionally, Judy had a private therapy prac-
tice on Prospect Street in Harford. Judy loved 
doing therapy. When asked what other work she 
would like to do, she said that therapy was the 
only work she wanted to do. But Judy’s most 
intense love was for her family and for her 
many, many friends whom she made wherever 
she went.

Judy, Lou and their children lived on Ridge 
Road in Wethersfield for 37 happy years. Judy 
became a devoted and skilled gardener there. 
But in addition to gardening, Judy was a vora-
cious reader of great literature and contempo-
rary novels, The New York Times, Harper’s, At-
lantic, The New Yorker, National Geographic, 
etc. She also loved classical music, events at the 
Bushnell, The Hartford Symphony, plays at the 
Hartford Stage, and musicals at the Goodspeed 
Opera House. The family loved vacationing on 
the Cape.

Unfortunately, Lou died in 1997. In 1999, 
Judy married Bruce Kalom of Hebron, who had 
worked with her husband Lou in the late 1960s 
at the Aetna Life and Casualty Company before 
they both left there and went back into private 
practice. They maintained a friendship over the 
ensuing 30 years. Judy and Bruce have enjoyed 
21 wonderful years together, in the Hopevale 
section of Hebron, a paradise if ever there was 
one. 

Judy was predeceased by her parents; her 
stepfather, John Masonis; her stepfather, An-
thony Masonis; her son, Tom; and her sister, 
Denise Masonis Bennett.

Judy is survived by her beloved daughter, 
Lori; her beloved brother, Brian Masonis of 
New Britain; her second soulmate, husband, 
Bruce Kalom; her sister Denise’s son, Randy 
Masonis and Denise’s daughter, Sandy; her be-
loved stepdaughters, Rebecca Cronin of South 
Windham; Lia Kalom and her husband Daniel 
Ling of Wilmington, N.C.; Jessica Mairs and 
her husband Robb Mairs of Wilmington, N.C.; 
her stepson, Bennett Ayres of Virginia Beach, 
Va.; and her granddaughters and grandsons, 
Alexandra Cronin, Rhian Cronin, Annika Ling, 
Per Ling, Ian Mairs, Emily Mc Comas, Mia 
Ayres, Colin Ayres; great-grandchildren; and 
many wonderful friends. 

Funeral arrangements have been made 
through Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home in 
Colchester. Online condolences may be made 
through their service. Burial and a memorial 
service for family and friends will be made at 
an unknown later date when COVID-19 is un-
der control. 

In lieu of flowers, if you wish, donations may 
be made to Hebron Interfaith Human Services 
food bank at 20 Pendleton Drive, Hebron, CT 
06248 or the Hebron Lions’ Charities, Inc. at 
P.O. Box 52, Hebron, CT 06248.

Very special thanks go to the incredible and 
incomparable Ama Dankwaa Appiah,CNA, El-
der Care Associates and Consultants of Man-
chester, CT, Marlborough Health and Reha-
bilitation Center and Constellation Hospice of 
Norwalk, CT.

Amston
Nicole Katherine Whidtfeldt
Nicole Katherine Whidt-

feldt, 21, of Amston, 
passed away unexpectedly 
Tuesday, Dec. 29. Born 
Friday, March 5, 1999, 
in Hartford, Nicole is the 
daughter of Deborah Brede 
of Amston. 

Nicole was a 2017 
graduate from RHAM 
High School, of Hebron, 
and also a 2017 graduate 
from The Greater Hartford 
Academy of the Fine Arts, of Hartford. Nicole 
attended Manchester Community College. 

Nicole was an avid artist who had a love for 
poetry and music. Nicole was loving, warm, 
compassionate, and the most generous soul, who 
had much love for her family and close friends. 
Her infectious smile, her sense of humor, and 
her sassy personality will deeply be missed by 
all who had the pleasure of having Nicole in 
their lives. Nicole will be remembered, loved, 
and cherished forever.

Nicole leaves behind her mother and step-
father, Conrad and Deborah Brede of Amston; 
her twin sisters, Madison and Leah Brede of 
Amston; her maternal grandmother, Patri-
cia “Nana” Schulte of Colchester; her cousin, 
Thomas Herzig of California; her father, Troy 
Whidtfeldt of Enfield; her brother, Wyatt Spin-
ney of Massachusetts; her paternal grandmother, 
Rebecca Shaw of Enfield; and many other ex-
tended family and friends. 

Nicole was predeceased by her maternal 
grandfather, Francis “Papa” Schulte Jr., and her 
paternal grandfather, George Whidtfeldt Jr.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that me-
morial donations be made in Nicole’s name to 
AHM Youth and Family Services, 25 Pendleton 
Drive, Hebron, CT 06248. https://ahmyouth.org.

Care of private arrangements has been en-
trusted to the Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home 
of Colchester. For online condolences, please 
visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Howard C. London

Howard C. London, 61, of Colchester, passed 
away suddenly Thursday, Dec. 17. Born April 
4, 1959, in Baltimore, Md., he was the youngest 
son of the late Hyman and Sadie (Safronsky) 
London.

Howard married his beloved wife Tracy Wal-
lace in 1982; the couple moved around quite 
a bit before eventually making their home in 
Colchester, where they raised their family. A 
man of great faith, Howard was raised in an 
Orthodox Jewish home before converting and 
becoming a faithful communicant of St. An-
drew Church, where he cherished being a part 
of this loving community, including ACTS and 
Knights of Columbus. 

Howard was an avid sports fan, following the 
Red Sox, Patriots, and any team his kids played 
for. He coached many youth baseball and bas-
ketball teams in Colchester over the years, 
touching the lives of countless kids. Howard 
traveled the world with his work, building an 
illustrious resume in the pet industry for nearly 
40 years. He persevered through many health 
issues throughout the years but always kept a 
fantastic sense of humor and a positive outlook, 
making light of even the most difficult situa-
tions.

Howard will be sadly missed but remem-
bered with eternal love by his wife of 38 years, 
Tracy; two sons, Andrew London of Los Ange-
les, Calif., and Connor London of Colchester; 
a daughter, Teresa London of New Britain; two 
brothers, Mark London of Florida and Darryl 
London of Baltimore, Md.; his loving Wallace 
family and many friends all over the world; his 
loyal four-legged companion, Brownie. 

A funeral Mass was held Monday, Dec. 21, 
at St. Andrew Church in Colchester. Burial fol-
lowed at New St. Andrew Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory 
may be made to the National Kidney Founda-
tion or St. Andrew Church. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

Portland
David Ian Gidman

David Ian Gidman, 51, 
of Portland, passed away 
Friday, Jan. 8. David 
was born in Manchester 
April 4, 1969, to John-
nie Mooney (Roger) and 
Timothy Gidman (San-
dra), and graduated from 
Cromwell High School. 

David had a kind heart, 
an infectious smile and a 
wry sense of humor. He 
loved the outdoors, es-
pecially fishing, a love instilled in him by his 
father and his grampy. He also loved cooking, 
books, playing his guitar, music – especially the 
blues, and all things related to bicycling. David 
was an excellent bike mechanic and had been 
employed by a number of bike shops in Con-
necticut and New Hampshire. He also loved 
mountain biking and had the scars to prove it!

David was predeceased by his grandparents 
John and Ann Orlowski of Vernon and Justin 
and Marguerite Gidman of Manchester. He will 
be forever loved and missed by his parents and 
stepparents; his son Lucas of South Berwick, 
Maine; his brother Benjamin Gidman of Broad 
Brook; his sister Kristen Gidman May (Ryan) 
of Bremerton, Wash.; his stepbrothers Christo-
pher Gidman and Timothy Justin Gidman, both 
of Castle Rock, Colo.;, Hilary Schumacher of 
South Berwick, Maine; and numerous aunts, 
uncles and cousins. David will also be missed 
by his special friend Lisa Randazzo with whom 
he shared a home. 

David’s family would like to give a special 
thanks to Lisa, who loved David and cared for 
him during his illness. 

A private memorial service will be held at a 
later date to be determined. 

Donations in David’s memory may be made 
to the Friends of the Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave., Portland, CT 06480.

See Obits, page 25

Obituaries 
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Portland
Andrew E. Sebula

On Saturday, Jan. 9, Andrew E. Sebula of 
Portland passed from this world to a better 
place. 

Andy was born in Vernon April 8, 1945, to 
Andrew Sebula and Margaret (Rowe) Sebula. 
He attended Rockville High School and gradu-
ated from the University of Connecticut with is 
Bachelor’s Degree in Pharmacy. Upon gradua-
tion, he became employed by Middlesex Hos-
pital, where he worked for over 40 years. He 
mentored many younger pharmacists who grew 
their careers at Middlesex. He was a beloved 
member of the medical staff always sharing sto-
ries or words of wisdom. Andy was also known 
for his unique sense of style whether it was his 
bow ties or bright red corduroy pants.

Andy was a lover of nature, taking several 
spiritual vision quests in the Southwest. Be-
cause of his spirituality, upon his retirement he 
became an ordained interfaith minister through 
One Spirit Learning Alliance in New York City. 
Other places of significant spiritual meaning 
were Rowe Camp & Conference Center in 
Rowe, Mass., and the Unitarian Universalists 
Society: East, where he was a member of the 
Small Ministry and Dream groups.

Andy is survived by his beloved wife, Christi-
na (Tina) Veronesi; daughters, Kathleen Poulin 
and Stephanie Poulin; and his cherished grand-
sons, Connor McAllister and Adrien Gorny. 
He is also survived by his sister, Linda Clark, 
her husband Roger and their children Jared 
and Elizabeth; his sister, Donna Nezmek, her 
husband Tom and their daughter Sarah. Andy 
is remembered by his special family member, 
Matthew Gorny. He will be dearly missed by 
Roscoe and Mama Cat. 

The family plans on a private burial on April 
8, his birthday and wedding anniversary. A 
celebration of life will be held in the summer 
months. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests con-
tributions go to Rowe Camp and Conference 
Center.

Bubba will always be remembered as a man 
whose words of wisdom, selflessness and sense 
of humor brought light to all who knew and 
loved him.

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

Portland
Drusilla V. Harder

Drusilla (Dru) [Voight] Harder, 85, died 
peacefully at Portland Care and Rehab Thurs-
day, Dec. 3, where she was recuperating from a 
recent surgery. 

Dru was born in New Haven, daughter of the 
late Howard and Laura (Gilroy) Voight, and 
grew up in Milford, where she attended local 
schools. She graduated from Columbia Univer-
sity and obtained a master’s degree from SCSU 
where she also did additional graduate work 
to qualify for her school psychology license. 
She was employed by the Connecticut Juvenile 
Court and the Meriden Board of Education.

Dru was predeceased by her husband, Larry, to 
whom she was married for 54 years. They shared 
their home in Portland with numerous rescued 
pets. They were among the original founders 
of Protectors of Animals/POA and maintained 
support for humane and environmental causes 
throughout their lifetimes. They fostered and 

Colchester
Richard Albert Arsenault

Richard Albert Arse-
nault, 78, of Colchester, 
passed away Wednesday, 
Jan. 6, at Apple Rehab. 
Born Nov. 20, 1942 in 
Bath, Maine, he was the 
son of the late Joseph and 
Louise (Gallagher) Arse-
nault.

He graduated in the 
Class of 1961 from Morse 
High School in Bath, 
where he was active in multiple sports, includ-
ing baseball, cross country and the rifle team.  
Richard worked at the Bath Iron Works briefly 
before he and his first wife, Marilynn, moved 
to the Portland area. He attended Gorham State 
College, earning his bachelor’s degree, after 
which they moved to Colchester where Richard 
taught industrial arts at Bacon Academy from 
1969 to the late 1970s. While teaching at Ba-
con Academy, he continued his education and 
earned his master’s degree from Central Con-
necticut State University in 1974. His later ca-
reers included employment at Pratt & Whitney 
and then Home Depot, from which he retired 
in 2004.  

For several years he volunteered as Scout-
master for Troop 13 and was a member of 
Quaker Hill Rod & Gun Club.  Over the years, 
Richard earned several distinguished marks-
manship awards in his favorite hobby of target 
shooting, achieving a perfect score of 100 on a 
few occasions.

Richard’s knowledge of construction and his 
unlimited creativity enabled him to design and 
construct his lovely log cabin in 1989, along 
with various other woodworking projects.  He 
thoroughly enjoyed his retirement in his log 
cabin in the woods. He and his second wife, 
Rachel, spent time traveling and relaxing for 
the remainder of his healthy years.

He will be fondly remembered for always 
bringing light and humor to everyone he met, 
friends and strangers alike. With childlike spirit 
and a heart of gold, he spread cheer as though 
it was his mission. His family will always re-
member him as a loving, caring person who 
immensely enjoyed having fun with his grand-
children. They particularly enjoyed his juggling 

Cobalt
Jeanne Hammick

Jeanne Mary Ann Mas-
kaitis Hammick, 92, of 
Cobalt, formerly of East 
Hartford, passed away 
Wednesday, Dec. 16. 
Jeanne was the daughter 
of the late Wanda and 
Zigmond Maskaitis.

Jeanne was born in 
Bristol May 16, 1928. She 
graduated from Lewis 
High School in Southing-
ton in 1946 and then went 
on to earn her bachelor’s degree in nursing. She 
began her career at Bristol Hospital but spent 
most of her time working at Hartford Hospital. 
Nursing was her passion and she enjoyed shar-
ing her experiences as a nurse with anyone she 
spoke with.

Jeanne resided in East Hartford with her hus-
band and daughter for much of her life. Jeanne 
loved cooking her favorite Polish dishes and 
sharing them with family. She was skilled at 
knitting, crocheting and sewing, and she won 
several blue ribbons for cake decorating.

Along with her parents, she was predeceased 
by her husband, Robert Hammick.

Jeanne is survived by her daughter, Aman-
da Urbanski of Windsor, to whom she totally 
dedicated her love and life to. Amanda and Jean 
have an unbreakable bond what will live on for-
ever. Amanda knows that God has a new Christ-
mas angel in heaven.

In addition, Jeanne is survived by many 
nieces, nephews and cousins. She shared a spe-
cial bond with Judy and Harold Thompson of 
Colchester and their family. She, along with 
Amanda, enjoyed many holidays and trips with 
them since moving to Cobalt. Her presence will 
be greatly missed.

Jeanne will always be remembered for her 
bright, beautiful smile and her love of laughter. 
We thank God for giving us Jeanne and for the 
difference she made in our lives. 

We want to sincerely thank her conservator 
of many years, Brian F. Cunningham, Esq., who 
always had her best interests at heart. We will 
be forever grateful to the administrators and 
staff of Cobalt Health Care & Rehabilitation for 
the excellent care and love they gave to Jeanne.

Graveside services were held Tuesday, Dec. 
22, at St. Mary’s Cemetery, 930 Burnside Ave., 
East Hartford. (Grave 4, Lot DD2, Section R2).

Brooklawn Funeral Home, Rocky Hill, was 
in charge of arrangements.

Condolences can be addressed to: Aman-
da Urbanski, 40 Andrew Lane, Windsor, CT 
06095.

skills and endearing jokes.
Richard will be deeply missed by all of his 

family, including his children, Richard J. Ar-
senault of Colchester, Michele Valley of East 
Hampton, and his beloved grandchildren Na-
laeh Valley, Griffin Valley and Alexandra Val-
ley-Woodhall, all of whom brought him great 
joy. He is also survived by his first wife Mari-
lynn St. Onge, mother of his children; his sec-
ond wife, Rachel Taylor, and her children Stacy 
Lea and Keri Lea. In addition, he leaves his 
nephews, Richard Arsenault, Robert Arsenault 
and Timothy Arsenault along with their respec-
tive families, and his sister-in-law Patricia Ar-
senault.  

He was predeceased by his brother Robert 
Arsenault and his stepson Michael Lea.  

Our family would like to express our grati-
tude to the wonderful staff at The Atrium at 
Rocky Hill and Apple Rehab of Colchester. As 
he progressed through the stages of dementia, 
they provided loving care and support during 
his last few difficult years.

A memorial service will be held at a later date 
when COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to a 
food bank of the donor’s choice. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.
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re-homed many dogs during their marriage and 
adopted 11 dogs as well as two cats.

Subsequent to retirement, Dru and her hus-
band traveled extensively throughout Europe, 
Canada, and the U.S. – Dru always being sure to 
take language classes of the countries they’d be 
visiting. They were also patrons and supporters 
of the performing arts. Dru loved opera and at-
tended plays both locally and in New York City. 
Gardening was another passion of Dru’s; gladi-
olas, dahlias, and daisies were carefully culti-
vated from year to year often making the trek 
from field to basement and back again. During 
her retirement, Dru entertained her family and 
friends with cheerfulness, humor, and conversa-
tion about current events, culture, and animals.

She leaves behind her sister-in-law, Sandra 
Bertaccini and niece, Sophia Voight. 

All services were private. Those wishing to 
memorialize her may contribute to Protectors of 
Animals: 144 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 
06118, or similar animal rescue.
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Voters Accept Land Gifts
by Sloan Brewster

Residents – in a drive-thru vote – agreed to 
accept some land that has been offered to the 
town.

Last Saturday, residents participated in a hy-
brid town meeting, in which the discussion of 
land parcels that were being offered as gifts was 
held virtually and the vote to accept or reject the 
offers was done in a drive-thru format. 

Of the 64 voters the ‘yes’ votes overwhelm-
ingly took the win, with 62 in favor of accepting 
the land while two opposed, Town Administra-
tor Eric Anderson said.

The gifts include a few parcels.
Two parcels – totaling 8.54 acres – are off 

Boston Hill and Shoddy Mill roads and belong 
to the Northern Connecticut Land Trust. The 
other is owned by Thomas Talbot and consists 
of 7.84 acres.

At a Monday’s Board of Selectmen meeting, 
resident Cathy Palazzi said the town did an ex-
cellent job running the innovative voting event.

“It went smoothly,” she said. “I would love to 
see more meetings held this way.”

They parcels tie in with other land owned by 
the town.

They are either contiguous with each other or 
with 21.36 acres of existing town owned prop-
erty that contains some wetlands, according to 
Anderson, who also said the properties don’t 
have any real value as they are landlocked and 
not developable.

“It’s just basically open space, a lot of wet-
lands,” he said. “It contains a bunch of wetlands 
that the town is interested in preserving.”

According to Conservation Commission 
Chairman Mike Palazzi, the Talbot property, 
which is a little bit further away from the town-
owned land, “crosses some nice streams” and is 
“a beautiful piece of property.”

Both landowners are donating the properties 
to the town and Talbot said he would pay any 
transfer fees associated with the donation, Pala-
zzi said.

The town will still have to pay for title 
searches, which selectman Adrian Mandeville 
said generally cost approximately $125 per 

property.

Longtime Town Employee Mourned
At Monday’s meeting, Anderson took a mo-

ment to remember longtime Public Works Fore-
man Edwin Kasacek, who had died a few days 
earlier, just five weeks after his retirement in 
November.

According to his obituary, Kasacek, a resi-
dent of Lebanon, passed after a brief illness on 
Jan. 7 at age 66. His death was not related to 
COVID-19.

Kasacek worked for the town for 33 years, 
the last 13 of which as public works foreman, 
Anderson said.

“He was a very hardworking, very loyal, gen-
erous guy,” he said.

In a post on the town’s Facebook page, Kas-
cek is remembered as an avid hunter and fisher-
man. 

“We are thankful for his years of volun-
teerism in town as well,” the post reads. “He 
left behind a lot of friends in this town and will 
be missed.”

Merritt Valley Parcel
Board members also discussed a 34-acre par-

cel on Merritt Valley Road that sits behind An-
dover Elementary School, abuts existing town 
owned land and borders the Hop River Rail 
Trail.

Monday, Selectman Scott Person said a po-
tential buyer had dug test pits on the property.

The board stated disappointment in missing 
the opportunity to purchase the land, which se-
lectmen said would have been a great spot for 
senior housing.

In September, Anderson said the town was 
“a little bit interested” in the property, which is 
known as the Klock property, but he said the 
$139,000 asking price was more than the town 
was willing to pay.

The town approached the sellers and asked 
if they would donate any of the land but they 
declined, Person told the board. 

Without a donation, the town had put the idea 
on hold, Anderson said in September.

At this week’s meeting, Person said while 

other had officials thought it was only worth 
about $100,000, he did not concur.

“How much more of an ideal piece of prop-
erty can you get than that?” he said.

Some board members said they could not re-
call the property having come before them.

Mandeville said he was “baffled by this”
“I wish I would have known about this back 

in February or March,” selectman Jeff Murray 
said. 

Murray said he had never heard anything 

about it but First Selectman Jeff Maguire said 
he knew Person was working on it six to eight 
months ago and that the board had discussed it. 

Maguire said it would have been “almost im-
possible to get approval to spend $140,000” and 
reminded the board that Person had asked the 
owners if they would donate it. 

Murray asked the board to “keep an eye” on 
the property in case there’s another chance for 
the town to acquire it. 

Trump Signs Agent Orange Act Pushed by Resident
by Sloan Brewster

An amended version of the Agent Orange 
Fairness Act has been signed by President 
Donald Trump.

Andover resident Gerry Wright, a Vietnam 
War veteran who has been working for several 
years to get the bill passed, said it was con-
solidated into H.R. 7105, a bigger bill, which 
passed the House and Senate unanimously 
around Christmastime.

The president signed it on Jan. 6 at about 4 
p.m., Wright said.

In July 2019, Rep. Joe Courtney, whose dis-
trict includes Andover, introduced the Agent 
Orange Exposure Fairness Act to Congress. 
In its original form, the bill aimed to remove 
a one-year manifestation period required for 
Vietnam veterans to receive treatment for 
certain ailments associated with Agent Or-
ange, an herbicide or defoliant that contains 
the contaminant Dioxin and was sprayed over 
Vietnam by the U.S. military.

In August of 2019, Sen. Richard Blumen-
thal introduced the bill to the senate. 

In the end, however, it did not get enough 
support and did not pass, so when the new 
Congress was sworn in in January 2020, 
Courtney and Blumenthal reintroduced it, 
Wright said. 

That year, the bill still did not get the sup-
port it required, a subject of intense frustration 
for Wright. 

“They want scientific evidence,” he said. 
He said he had sent “literally dozens” of doc-

uments with scientific evidence to Blumenthal’s 
office and to many other senators. 

In the end, supporters of the bill made a con-
cession to splice a portion of it into H.R. 7105, 
which, Wright said had been floating around for 
a year and lawmakers were waiting for things 
to add to it.

In its latest incarnation, the Agent Orange 
Fairness Act will be sent it to the Government 
Accountability Office, which will review it and 
determine how much it will cost based on the 
expected numbers of claims for care and ben-
efits. The accountability office will then pass it 
on to Veterans Affairs with its recommendation. 

Veterans Affairs will then respond yes or no 
to the bill and send it back to determine if the 
manifestation period should be repealed.

The bill also adds three additional illnesses 
– bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkin-
sonism – to the Blue Water Navy Bill, which 
passed last January. 

The Blue Water bill extends treatment to U.S. 
Navy veterans with Dioxin-connected ailments 
previously denied care because they were not 
on the ground in Vietnam, Courtney has said. 
Agent Orange was transported on U.S. Navy 
ships and Navy veterans were exposed and have 
resulting health issues, including heart, respira-
tory and skin conditions.   

“While this is not the exact bill we wanted 
passed, there is a great opportunity with this 
report to analyze the claims challenges and pro-
vide recommendations on our Agent Orange 
claims,” Wright wrote in an email to fellow 
Vietnam veterans and supporters of the bill.

Had the concessions not been made, the bill 
would’ve died on the Senate floor, Wright said 
in a phone call Tuesday. 

“So it was a concession to do it this way,” 
he said.

Wright said Courtney’s office in DC is plan-
ning to reintroduce the entire bill again this 
year.

Many Vietnam veterans, including Wright, 
ended up with health issues and diseases con-
nected to Agent Orange. In order to receive 
treatment or to be put on partial disability for 
three ailments, which include skin problems 
causing lesions, rashes or blistering and nerve 
disorders, the Veterans Health Administration 
requires that veterans registered their exposure 
within one year of separation from the war, 
Wright said.

Wright, who sprayed the contaminant, did 
not register his exposure within a year, and said 
he did not learn he was required to do so until 
eight years after his tours ended.   

Wright’s endeavor is to remove those end 
dates. 

Agent Orange Monument
Wright said he is still accepting donations 

for an Agent Orange monument to be installed 
at Veterans Monument Park in Andover in the 
spring. The monument, along with the bench-
es and base, are at Nolan’s Hamden Monu-
ment Company, awaiting sketch artist Can-
dace LaFlauer’s addition of an etched scene 
on the back.

Wright said he thinks she will be doing that 
next week. 

“It’s so detailed I don’t know how she’s go-
ing to do this,” he said.

Wright is keeping mum on what the scene 
will depict and said it will be revealed when 
the monument is installed.

He said he expects a large crowd at the 
event, assuming such a thing will be allowed 
in the coming months. He has scheduled 
speakers and musicians, who will entertain 
with music from the Vietnam era.

“It’s starting to all come together,” Wright 
said.

Since additions have been made to the mon-
ument since its inception last year, the goal for 
donations has increased to $30,000.

Contributions can be sent to American Le-
gion Post 95, AO Monument, P.O. Box 95, 
Hebron, CT 06248, Attention: Gerry Wright. 

Andover
Preschool Screening

The Andover Board of Education, through 
the Andover Elementary School Early Learning 
Center, will hold a screening Friday, March 5, 
for children that reside in Andover and are 3 or 
4 years old.

The screening will be held differently this 
school year due to the ongoing pandemic. 
School staff will send home an age–appropri-
ate questionnaire for parents to fill out about 
their children. The questions are in the areas 
of speech, language, cognitive, and motor de-
velopment. Parents will then receive informa-
tion which will assist in fostering their child’s 
growth, if needed.

If interested in having your child screened, 
contact the director of special education at 860-
742-7339 or at maioranoh@andoverelemen-
taryct.org to request an ASQ-3 questionnaire.

There will be another screening Friday, May 
14.

Library Scales
Back Access

Due to the rising number of COVID-19 cases, 
Andover Public Library has scaled back library 
building access. 

Operating hours remain the same (Monday 
and Wednesday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tuesday and 
Thursday, noon-7 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.), but patrons who want to come inside the 
library to browse, check out materials or use the 
internet should call 860-742-7428 when they 
arrive at the library. Building access is currently 
limited to one patron/family at a time. 

Curbside service remains available.
For more information, visit the library at 

www.andoverconnecticut.org/library or on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/AndoverPub-
licLibrary.CT. 

Dean’s List
Andover resident Michael Jacewicz made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Eastern Connecticut 
State University. 

Jacewicz is majoring in health sciences, with 
a concentration in public health. 

Dean’s List
Olivia K. McCavanagh of Andover, a student 

in the Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice 
and Forensic Sciences at the University of New 
Haven, made the university’s fall 2020 Dean’s 
List. 

McCavanagh is working on a Bachelor of 
Science degree in forensic science.

Dean’s List
Andover resident Maggie Veronesi made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at the University of New 
England.

Dean’s List
Liam O’Brien of Andover made the fall 2020 

Dean’s List at Curry College in Milton, Mass.

Holiday Closing
Andover Public Library will be closed 

Monday, Jan. 18, in observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 

The library will reopen Tuesday, Jan. 19, 
at noon, for one person/family at a time. 
Curbside service will also resume that day. 
The library is located at 355 Route 6.

For more information, call the library at 
860-742-7428.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church, UCC, 

of Andover, 359 Route 6, invites all ages to 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through the 
Narthex. Masks and social distancing are re-
quired. If you don’t have a mask, a mask will 
be given to you. Sunday School for children 
is provided.

The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT).

For more information, call the church office 
at 860-742-7696. 

The church has a weekly Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. both via Zoom and in 
person at the church (observing CDC guide-

lines regarding social distancing and masks). 
If interested in attending via Zoom, call the 
church and leave a message and Nilson will 
send you the meeting link. 

The Food Pantry is Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines will be 
observed and masks are required. The Food-
share van comes to the church every other 
Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m. and will next be 
there Jan. 20. 

Bingo and Baskets: Friday, Jan. 15, begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. There is a limited space of 
25. RSVP early by calling 860-742-7696. Ad-
mission is $10, and includes dinner, soup, roll, 
drink and dessert. 
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Procedurally, Tierney said, a selectman 
should ask his or her fellow selectmen if they 
want to entertain a topic that is not on the agen-
da – and that Collins should not have gone di-
rectly to making a motion and asking for a vote.

“It put the other board members on the spot,” 
Tierney said. “If somebody wants to bring 
something up, the whole board gets to decide.”

Tierney also said Collins’ assertion that the 
motion had carried because everyone abstained 
was incorrect and that, per the Town Charter, 
a motion only carries with a majority of ‘yes’ 
votes.

He also stated that Larson should not have 
changed his vote after the fact like he did.

“I think we all agreed what happened was 
tragic,” Tierney said. “The board just didn’t feel 
that that was their place.”

★ Condemn cont. from page 1

 Gingerbread House Winners... Andover Public Library has announced the winners of its first-ever Gingerbread House Deco-
rating Contest. The contest began Dec. 7, with participants sending in photos of their completed projects. Eleven families took 
part and two winners were chosen. The popular vote winner was House #8, decorated by Lily and Madilyn McDonald (shown at 
right). The Library Board also voted separately, and its choice was House #4, decorated by Anne and Catherine Crème (shown at 
left). Each winning team received a $25 gift card from Barnes & Noble in Storrs Center and a $15 gift certificate from Andover 
Pizza. 

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • And

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following news items have been an-

nounced for Andover seniors.
Medicals: If you have appointments and 

would like senior transportation to take you, 
call senior coordinator Cathy Palazzi at 860-
916-6122 to reserve a ride. All seniors wel-
come and any ADA individual or veterans 
who need rides are welcome. Masks must be 
worn in the van and if you have a caregiver 
that person may come with you. Temperatures 
will be taken by the driver.

Shopping: The bus will pick you up at your 
home and take you shopping to Manchester 
on Tuesdays at 7 a.m. Masks must be worn 
and temperatures will be taken by driver be-

fore clients can access the bus. Call Palazzi 
for a ride.

Foodshare/Food Pantry: Municipal Agent 
Roberta Dougherty calls seniors on Fridays to 
see if they would like Foodshare or the food 
pantry delivered. All deliveries will be made 
by senior transportation drivers. Food will be 
placed outside the senior’s door. 

No Other Activities: No other senior ac-
tivities will start until further notice. That in-
cludes: movies, exercise programs, drumming 
classes, and Young at Heart meetings. No trips 
will be available until there is approval from 
Town Administrator Eric Anderson and the 
Board of Selectmen. 

Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

ATTENTION ALL TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the Town of East Hampton Taxpayers that the second installment of taxes for real estate, personal 
property, and supplemental motor vehicles levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2019 are due and payable on January 1, 
2021.  The last day on which to pay without penalty is February 1, 2021.  The tax is based on a mill rate of 33.14 mills which 
equates to $33.14 in taxes per $1,000 of net assessed value.  The supplemental motor vehicle tax bills will be mailed on 
December 10, 2020.
The Town of East Hampton adopted Executive Order No. 9R, the “Lower Interest Rate Program” which will provide a three-
month window during which taxpayers will pay a reduced interest rate should their tax bill that is due on January 1, 2021 
become delinquent.  Payments received February 2, 2021 and later, including payments postmarked February 2, and later, 
are considered past due and will be subject to an interest penalty of .25% per month instead of the regular 1.5% per month.  
There will not be a $2 minimum interest charge during this period.  Payments legibly postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service 
on or before February 1, 2021 are considered on time regardless of when they are received by the Collector of Revenue.

This plan will remain in effect through March 31, 2021.  On April 1, 2021 the interest rate will revert back to 1.5% per month 
or a fraction thereof, 18 % per annum, from the due date of the tax, as required by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 
and 146. The minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill.  A returned check fee is $20.  

As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a bill 
does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, interest charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130 
and 12-146.  Interest is charged on all late payments.  There are no exceptions. 

Please make checks payable to Town of East Hampton.  Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online by visiting our website at www.easthamptonct.gov The Town is waiving the 50 
cent fee associated with checking and savings account payments.  Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kristy L. Merrifield, CCMC
Collector of Revenue

3TB 1/8, 1/15, 1/22

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zon-
ing Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, 
January 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to consider the 
following:

PZC Application #20-02: 179 Ames Hollow Road.  Request 
for a 3 lot subdivision.  Application of Michael Roy.  Prop-
erty of M&R Custom Homes LLC.   

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be 
heard and written communications will be received. A copy 
of this application is available for review on the Town of 
Portland Website: www.portlandct.org  
 
Dated at Portland, CT. this 5th day of January 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

2TB 1/8, 1/15

TOWN OF ANDOVER
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Legal Notice
The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a virtual 
Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 7:00 
P.M. – Website Platform (Zoom) on the following application:
#ZBA-21-01 - Application of William Phillips & Donna Phil-
lips (Applicant/Property Owner), 57 Hendee Road, aka As-
sessor’s Map 28, Block 3, Lot12.  Applicant is seeking relief 
from Section 10.5, and in accordance with Section 4.1.2a, of 
the Andover Zoning Regulations to allow for the deposition 
of fill and the construction of a two single-family residence in 
the Flood Prone District.     
Interested parties may present any questions or concerns at 
the time of the hearing by participating in the virtual hearing 
by following the instructions below or by submitting written 
comment electronically   to zoning@andoverct.org.  Please 
direct questions to the Zoning Agent at (860)742-4036 Ext. 
3 or submit comments 24 hours prior to the date/time of the 
hearing.

Join Zoom Meeting

Join by Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88169921941
Join by Phone:
+1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 881 6992 1941
Passcode: 777038

James Hallisey
Zoning Agent 2TB 1/8, 1/15

TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2021

7:00 P.M.
VIRTUAL MEETING

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS:
Join by Computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87314078371
Join by Phone: +1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 873 1407 8371 
Passcode: 757585

The Town of Andover Planning and Zoning Commission will 
hold a virtual Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m., Monday, January 
25, 2021 to solicit public comment on the following:
Application of the Andover Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion to amend Section 2.1 and 2.2 to establish new overlay 
districts in the Andover Lake area and add Sections 7.6, 7.7 
and 7.8 so as to establish criteria for mitigating the poten-
tially detrimental effects of construction in the defined areas. 
This includes the adoption of map depicting four separate 
overlay zones. The intent of this amendment is to mitigate 
the detrimental effects of storm water runoff into Andover 
Lake, thereby preserving its water quality.

Comments may be presented at the Public Hearing or may 
be submitted in writing to the Andover Building Office.  De-
tails of the above-mentioned application can be found in the 
Building Department at the Andover Town Office Building, 17 
School Road, Andover.

Jim Hallisy
Zoning Agent

2TB 1/8, 1/15

Legal Notice
Notice hereby given that on Sunday, January 31,2021  at 
10am, GoldiLocks Self Storage  359 Lebanon Avenue, Col-
chester CT 06415 (860 537 9700) will sell by public auction 
or otherwise dispose of the  personal property stored by:
Unit 159 Hub Ford
Unit 436 A.J.Faraci 2TB 1/15, 1/22

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with §7-394 of the 
Connecticut State Statutes, that the audit of the financial 
statements of the Town of East Hampton for the year end-
ing June 30, 2020 has been filed with the Town Clerk on 
January 7, 2021 and is available for public inspection in the 
Town Clerk’s Office, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
Connecticut.
Attest: Kelly Bilodeau, CMC, CCTC
 Town Clerk
Dated this 7th day of January 2021 at East Hampton,
Connecticut 1TB 1/15

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

Notice is hereby given that the Inland Wetlands and Water-
courses Agency will hold a meeting at 6:30 p.m. on January 
27, 2021 to consider the following:

    • IW-20-036:  Connecticut Contractors Group, LLC., 
Daniel Street, Subdivision.  Map 13/Block 51/Lot 1

Jeffry M. Foran, Chairman
2TB 1/15, 1/22

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Action

The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission held a 
regular meeting on January 6, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
to consider the following:
Application PZC-20-025: Z Incorporated / Cobalt Health 
Care, 29 Middle Haddam Rd., for a Special Permit and Site 
Plan Modification for a 2698 sq. ft. addition. Map 01C/Block 
9/Lot 7.  Approved with conditions
Proposed Text Amendment to Sections 2.2, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 
and 8.4 to allow Veterinary Clinics in the R-2, R-3 and R-4 
Zones.  Approved as modified

Ray Zatorski, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in 
the Land Use Office 860-267-7450. 1TB 1/15

LEGAL NOTICE
Global 17 LLC
244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT
860.267.6639

Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday 1/23/21 at 8:00 AM
Property previously owned by:
C Nosal

2TB 1/15, 1/22

NOTICE OF SPECIAL
MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING

CHATHAM HEALTH DISTRICT
Towns of Colchester, East Haddam,

East Hampton, Hebron,
Marlborough and Portland

The Chatham Health District Board of Health will hold a 
Special Meeting/Public Hearing on January 26, 2021 at 
2 p.m. via Zoom, Meeting ID: 880 9285 4870, Passcode: 
706599.  The purpose of this Special Meeting is for the 
consideration of adopting the Proposed Chatham Health 
District 2021-2022 Budget.
 
At this hearing, interested persons may appear and be 
heard and written communications will be received.  

The Proposed Chatham Health District 2021-2022 Budget 
is available for public review at http://www.chathamhealth.
org and in any of the District Offices.  

Russell Melmed
Director of Health

2TB 1/15, 1/22

Please Support Your 
Local Businesses!

They need us more than ever
in these uncertain times!

Thank you to all those on
the front lines and behind

the scenes keeping us going!

Thank 
You!

Stay 
Healthy!

MAKE SURE THEY’RE IN 
THE RIGHT CAR SEAT 

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Michelle Eastwood

michelle.eastwoodproperties@gmail.com 
312-371-5658

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Kira Coon

kiramcoon@gmail.com 
860-575-3177

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Angela Aresco Vikki BrothersVanessa Aquino Kristie BenjaminPeter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey

Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Amy Howard

amyhowardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-716-5475

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Brian Mitchard

brianmitchardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-834-3204

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com 
203-667-7436

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Preston Roth

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com
860-662-0735

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester
www.CarlGuild.com

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796

REAL EStAtE

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION 
IS ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401

If anyone refused to rent to you because of your source of income, race, color, national 
origin, sexual orientation, gender, religion, marital status, age, disability or because you 
have children, you may have been the victim of illegal housing discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to sandy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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CDL Seasonal Heating Oil / Propane
DELIVERY DRIVERS

DANIELS ENERGY – PORTLAND, CT
“We need “SEASONAL” CDL drivers to be part of our Heating Oil and 
Propane Fleet”! “Our business is expanding and we need to expand our 
staff, so come join our Team”! Daniels Energy is a family owned company 
looking to hire SEASONAL CDL drivers with at least one year experience 
transporting liquid product. The right candidate would need to possess 
either a Class A or B driver’s license and have HazMat and Tanker 
endorsements at the minimum.
Requirements: Professional, clean cut, and drug free. Pre-employment 
drug screening and background check required. Must be able to meet the 
requirements to possess a medical card. Valid Driver’s License and good 
driving record a must. Excellent communication skills required. Ability to 
read, write, comprehend, and follow instructions. Ability to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide and compute rates.

We offer highly competitive pay based on level of driving experience.

Email resume to set up an appointment:
DDetuccio@DanielsOil.com or ChrisM@DanielsOil.com

OUR EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CENTER IS LOOKING FOR 
A TEACHER’S AIDE to 
work in a recreational setting 
with school aged children. 
Experience preferred, but 
will train. Assistant Teacher 
PT/FT must be 18. 860-
267-1397

SNOW PLOW DRIVERS 
A N D  S H O V E L E R S : 
Local company is seeking 
experienced plow truck 
drivers for upcoming winter 
season. Must have valid 
driver’s license with a clean 
driving record, be able to 
pass a drug test and have 
reliable transportation to 
our shop in Portland. Must 
be able to work in various 
weather conditions and work 
long hours and weekends if 
needed. Call 860-342-0352 
to schedule an interview. 

C A S H I E R  P O S I T I O N 
AVAILABLE at a gas station 
in Glastonbury. FT or PT. 
Will train. Please call 860-
617-4349
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E
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Consider how hard it is to change yourself, 
and you’ll understand what little chance 

you have in trying to change others.

BUILDERS- 1.38 ac lot, 
4 minutes to Colchester  
center, R/Ranch plans and 
site plan included.  $56,900. 
Call 860-537-1100 

PORTLAND 1ST FLOOR 
EFFICIENCY APT.,  refrig, 
stove, no smoking/no pets, 
securi ty,  credit  check. 
PARKING $600./month 
plus utilities & heat.  Tel. 
860-916-7482

EAST HAMPTON REAR 
E N T R A N C E  O F F I C E 
S U I T E  F O R  L E A S E . 
Approx. 700 sq ft with 3 
rooms. Located at 11 West 
High St. (Rt. 66). $625/
mo. includes utilities. Safe 
alternative to home office. 
Available immediately. Call 
(860) 267-1040. 

GLASTONBURY CENTER 
– 2 Bdrm $1,390 Inc. Heat 
/ Hot water. Excellent 
c o n d i t i o n .  L a r g e  2 
bdrm, Lvg room, 1 bath.  
Quartz, stainless and tiled 
kitchen. Hardwood floors 
throughout.  Private parking 
lot; laundry in building; large 
storage area. Heat and 
hot water included. Perfect 
for someone looking for 
an immaculate apartment. 
$1,390/mo. 860-798-7403.

Glastonbury Center – 2 
Bdrm $1,290 Inc. Heat 
/ Hot water. Excellent 
condition. Large 2 bdrm; 
Lvg room; 1 bath; large 
kitchen, hardwood floors 
throughout.  Private parking 
lot; laundry in building; large 
storage area. Heat and 
hot water included. Perfect 
for someone looking for 
an immaculate apartment. 
$1,290/mo. 860-798-7403.

KREIGER LANE - Available 
Nov. 1, 1800 SF office - 
warehouse. Bathroom and 
overhead doors. 860-633-
5469

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
vOlunTeerS & FOSTer hOmeS neeDeD – For information call: 860-569-0722

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org
Protectors of Animals, Inc.

144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

“Pet of the Week”
Stormy, 1.5 yrs old, is most 
comfortable in a quiet, 
peaceful environment. She 
welcomes a gentle hand to 
stroke her head and ears; 
you may even find her 
pushing into your hand 
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This is Dean Martin! He is a 2 year old 
Dachshund/Chihuahua mix. He is a fun, 
high energy boy who loves to run, run, 
run! He has also proved that he can be an 
affectionate little guy who loves pets and 
praise. Dean will need a family committed 
to his continued socialization and who 
will provide him with opportunities for 
lots of positive experiences out in the 
world! Dean’s new home should have a 

for more petting. Within minutes, she’s likely to roll onto her side, 
inviting you to rub her soft belly fur, purring her appreciation for 
your respectful touch. It’s easy to picture this sweetheart napping on 
your desk while you work or curled up on a cushion near you in the 
evening as you read or watch a movie. 

playful, confident dog or two to help show him the ropes and to help 
drain his energy – he LOVES to play with other dogs.

East Hampton Public Schools
is seeking Substitute Teachers.

Applicants must be over 18 years old with a High School 
Diploma or equivalent and have experience with school-

age children.  The position reports to the principal or 
designee at the location to which they are assigned and 
is responsible for providing instruction and managing the 

learning environment.  The per diem rate is $105.

Please apply on-line at http://www.applitrack.com/east-
hampton/onlineapp/.

For further information contact Mary Clark, mclark@
easthamptonct.org.

 The Town of East Hampton is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

3TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/15
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tREE & LAndScApinG
LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC

 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475
Free estimates •  Fully insured

Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 
of tree work! Call us now and 

get the best price ever! 
Toll Free 

1-888-646-Tree
T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Fall Rates Available, Call Now!

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions, 

renovations, interior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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9-

24
-2

0

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

HomE impRovEmEnt

R
E1

2-
18

-2
0

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Winter Is Here!

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Now Scheduling ROOF RAKING
Please think of your roof tops as more snow will accumulate with each storm
and the heavier it will get, especially if it hasn’t been given a chance to melt.

RLFrancks@comcast.net

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TrEE rEmovaL

Seasoned Firewood

R
E1

1-
20

-2
0

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

Licensed arborist 
on Staff

We 
Climb

Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
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Excavation Land Clearing Drainage Concrete 
Retaining Walls Waterlines Foundation Prep

R
E

10
-2

9-
20

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
CALL TODAY FOR SNOWPLOWING

Licensed 
& Insured P7 License

860-335-0247
www.PromisedLandEarthworks.com

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

We are happy to announce…

We now offer certified & 
licensed fertilizer programs.  

Call us to discuss which 
program is right for you.

FERTILIZER PROGRAMS
lawns-n-stuff
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ai 860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care
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On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Stone Wall Work • Retaining Walls

 Boulder Walls – using stone on your site or our stones

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

EmpLoymEnt

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

PART TIME ASSESSOR
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications or resumes for an appointed, non union position, Part Time Municipal As-
sessor for 24 hours/week.  The duties include the valuing of all taxable property to establish the Grand List, including both real 

and personal property. Computer knowledge is required. The position requires a valid Connecticut Motor Vehicle operator’s 
license and a Connecticut Municipal Assessor’s Certificate.  Five years municipal experience as an Assessor is required. 

A Town of Marlborough Employment Application or resume must be submitted along with a copy of diplomas and documenta-
tion showing Connecticut Municipal Assessor’s Certification. Contact the Town Clerk’s office at 860-295-6206 for an applica-

tion.  Completed applications are to be submitted to the:

Town Clerk
P.O. Box 29

26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT  06447

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, creed, religion, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

4TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22

Licensed Tree experTs
Tree Takedown

Pruning & Brush
Removal

now is The Time to trim and 
take down those dangerous trees!

Frost is in the ground,
less impact on lawns!

— Low winter rates —
Social distancing, no contact in 

person estimates when requested

860-206-3851

Raythetreeguy.com
Raystrees@hotmail.com

Licensed Arborist # S-3998

No Job 
Too Big

or Small
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Tree Guy
Theray

POSITION AVAILABLE
Director of Operations

Department of Public Works Town of Colchester

The Town of Colchester is seeking a full-time Director of Operations for the Public Works Department. The selected individual 
will be directly responsible for scheduling, supervision of and participate in snow and ice control activities; supervise in all 
phases of maintenance and improvements on Town roads and facilities during normal operating hours and overtime as neces-
sary, in order to address natural or man-made emergencies. Prepare procedures, policies and training programs for highway, 
fleet, transfer station and grounds maintenance employees. Handle all matters concerning highway, fleet maintenance, and 
transfer station employees including, but not limited to, directing work, scheduling, evaluations and disciplinary action. On call 
for emergencies regarding Town of Colchester public highways, parks, and buildings and other infrastructure. Tree Warden 
Certification is preferred.
The selected individual must possess a valid Connecticut Class A operator’s license, have passed CDL testing, and possess 
supervisory skills. Not less than four (4) years supervisory employment in the construction and maintenance field or an allied 
field is required. The selected individual will report to the Director of Public Works and administratively to the First Selectman.
Salary: Negotiable based upon background and experience within range defined by the Collective Bargaining Agreement.
Reference is made to the job description of the position for more detailed information at www.colchesterct.gov
Closing Date – Qualified individuals shall submit a completed Town of Colchester application with a resume and required docu-
mentation to the First Selectman’s office, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, Connecticut 06415 by Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 
4:30 p.m. Applications available online at : www.colchesterct.gov . The Town of Colchester is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 1/15, 1/22
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Free Estimates
860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

Handyman
& Home

Improvement

Call today for 
a free estimate: R

E
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Kitchen & Bath Remodels, Painting,
Decks, Hardwood, Basement Finishing,

Windows & Siding

pielallc.com

HIC 0641273
Fully
Insured

860 995 8596

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —
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A & T Refinishing 
Kitchen Cabinet 

Makeovers
Custom Staining, 

Painting & Refacing
Licensed & insured

(860) 918-1760
Al NIxoN

We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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HomE impRovEmEnt

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 PORTLAND, CT

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT8-27-20

HIC #0650282

Call for 
ServiCe

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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kimsadlon@cox.net
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SERvicES

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Picture 
YOUR AD

HERE
and reaching 
a combined 
circulation 

of over 35,000.
Call 633-4691
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Home/Historic Restoration –
Interior & Exterior
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

When viewing our portfolio, we portray 1000’s of CT homes
showcasing our ability. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

52nd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

INTERIOR PAINTING
“With Attention to Detail”

Since 1969

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Crack Repairs
Hardwood Floor Finishing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: jimcharter952@gmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

LAMINATING AVAILABLE 
AT THE CITIZEN: Protect 
your important documents, 
memorabilia, ID, Social 
Secur i ty,  membersh ip 
cards, photographs, menus, 
etc. The Glastonbury 
Citizen. Reasonable rates. 
Material laminated up to 
18” wide. Call 633-4691 or 
visit the office at 87 Nutmeg 
Lane. 

WE DO DUMP RUNS/
ODD JOBS. Deck and pool 
removals. Will remove junk 
from your basement, garage 
and attic. Trucks, Bobcat 
and dump truck available. 
860-209-5146

FLOOR SANDING AND 
REFINISHING: Custom 
staining and f inishing. 
Repa i r ing  and  lay ing 
of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 
647-9261

C H I M N E Y 
MAINTENANCE: Cleaning, 
Caps, Dampers, Flashing, 
Furnace Liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner of 
Glastonbury’s local chimney 
service. William Allen 860-
633-1033

D U M P  R U N S / L I G H T 
HAULING:  Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-
garages, even the junk in 
the backyard.  Call Mark 
@ 860-295-9692 or cell 
916-9577.
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A Family Tradition
Since 1955

Roofing • Siding • Decks
Windows & Doors

Porches • Carpentry

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms • Painting
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Stairs • Decks • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2020 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"No LeAk" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

RE3-20-20

Kitchen 
and Bath 
Renovation

Decks  Garages Basements
Additions Window/Door Replacement
Siding Snow Removal

Licensed & Insured

www.rlscarpentryllc.com

860-295-8443

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All 
types of tile work, kitchens, 
baths. All work guaranteed. 
16 years experience. Call 
508-0893.

F R O M  A D D I T I O N S , 
D E C K S ,  R O O F S  & 
D O O R S  t o  f i n i s h e d 
basements, siding & floors. 
Licensed/Insured. Give us 
a call for a free estimate. 
Starr Builders, LLC See us 
on Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
- All types of interior and 
exterior home repairs. 
From drywall to plumbing, 
painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to 
Help,  Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917- 3154  

G R A V E L ,  S T O N E , 
MILLINGS, SAND, MULCH 
AND TOPSOIL, 3½ ton 
deliveries.  Dump runs, 
single item pick ups.   Call 
Tom for pricing. 860-228-
7171.

R E N E ’ S  I N T E R I O R 
TRIM LLC  -35 yrs of 
experience in all phases 
of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, 
Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, 
Wheel chair ramps, New 
hatchways, Replacement 
windows, Sump pumps, 
Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water 
damage and rot repair of all 
kinds such as leaky roofs, 
doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete 
repair of drywall and plaster. 
We also combat the entry of 
mice and more. Call Rene 
(860)643-0428

M I C H A U D  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T  & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE: 
Deck, windows, siding & 
odd jobs. No job too small. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

C H A R L I E ’ S  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT. 20+ years 
experience. Basement 
hatchways, entry, interior, 
storm and garage doors. 
Decks, tiling, carpentry, 
porches, screening, drywall, 
ceiling fans, suspended 
cei l ings and paint ing. 
H a n d y m a n  S e r v i c e s . 
Guaranteed work. Call 860-
463-9077.

D A N N Y Z E R I O  T I L E 
-  Cus tom Ins ta l la t ion 
& Repair.  Over 30 yrs. 
Experience.  Fully insured. 
Free Estimates. 860-543-
1224
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FoR SALE

SERvicES

 

CIT6-18-20

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-13-20

860-819-4821
E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com

CT LIC# 0648345

Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Subject 
to credit 
approval

Take 12 monThs no inTeresT
on all purchases $499+

Shop local – Same priceS, better Service

Ask us about our exclusive rebate Programs!
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199 old hartford road, Colchester, CT

Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6; Fri & Sat 9-5; Sun 10-3

www.smarterAppliance.com

860-531-2363

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT. Great for 
art projects, wrapping and 
packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. 
The Glastonbury Citizen, 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street). 633-4691.

FULL SIZE 4/4 STUDENT 
C E L L O  F O R  R E N T. 
Includes rosin, endpin 
anchor and 2 used cello 
books. Call/Text Jasmine 
Young for more details 860-
488-4702

CORD WOOD FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE. $190. per cord. 
Call 860-209-5772.

TV - RCA 27” COLOR 
TV CONSOLE. Excellent 
condition. Cabinet can be 
re purposed. Must be picked 
up. FREE Call 860-267-
8139

FIREWOOD:  Seasoned 
hardwood, cut, split and 
delivered locally for $220.00 
per cord.  Call 860-342-
7331

F I R E W O O D  –  S p l i t , 
seasoned, all hardwood, 
mostly oak, 20” lengths, 
delivered locally.  Full cord 
$230, 1/2 cord $125. Call 
860-267-0419

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
cut split delivered. Prompt 
professional service. $225. 
cord. Dennis (860)208-5864

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/
SPLIT hard wood full cord 
$240. Half  cord $150. 
Deliver included to local 
area. All wood tumbled 
for clean delivery. Quick 
Delivery. Call 860-633-
5766.

CARPET CLEANING - 
Have your carpets dry 
c l e a n e d .  E l i m i n a t e 
p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d 
with water. Best method 
available for removal of 
pet stains, etc. Removes 
a l le rgens.  Upho ls te ry 
cleaning. Completely safe. 
References, insured. Since 
1977. Stay healthy, keep 
clean. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

C I N D E R E L A ’ S 
CLEANING. Commercial 
and Residential. Weekly/
biweekly/monthly or a 
one time cleaning. Fully 
insured. Can do windows 
and painting. 25-years of 
experience. Cindy 860-
301-0975, 860-342-1607. 
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

HOUSE CLEANING: Need 
some help to get your 
home clean? I’d be happy 
to help. I have 10+ years of 
experience, I offer reliable 
service, reasonable rates 
and I do an amazing job. I 
have excellent references. 
Please call or text for free 
estimates.  Following all 
guidelines including mask 
and gloves. ARIANE’S 
CLEANING, 860-331-5309

POLISH WOMAN CAN 
CLEAN YOUR HOUSE/
OFFICE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 50% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, 
references. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 
860-268-2301.

Chatham Property Services
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NOW OFFERING

Snowblower/Lawnmower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASK FOR TED

860-918-1731

 Pickup/Delivery 
Available

CT LIC. #0608517

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

• Septic pump outs
• Septic inspections

• Septic system
installation & repair

C
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Call the Ferry today!

860-772-8989
www.fecalferry.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LAWNS-N-STUFF

Marlborough, CT
Call 860-295-9692

Fully Insured R
E
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GUTTer 
CLeANiNG

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
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0Walls – $159

18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates


