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COVID-19 Vaccines
Come to Hebron 

By Sloan Brewster
Late last week, folks at Colebrook Village in 

Hebron rolled up their sleeves and were vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

A team of inoculators from CVS went to the 
assisted-living facility, nestled in the Village 
Green District on John E. Horton Boulevard, 
on Friday, Jan. 15, said Katie Chanski, Cole-
brook’s life enrichment director at Colebrook 
Village. Approximately 140 residents and staff 
members received the first shot in what will be 
a two-round series.

Since the vaccine is given in two rounds, ev-
eryone who got the first round last week will get 
a second shot early next month. Anyone who 
missed last week’s vaccinations will get the first 
shot then and return at the end of the month for 
the second shot. 

The shots went smoothly, said Colebrook 
resident Helen Beck.

“It was a very, very exciting day,” Chanski 
said. “Everyone was in good spirits, I just think, 
to have that light at the end of the tunnel.”

The pandemic has left a lot of people feel-
ing out of control and the vaccine makes them 
feel as though they are taking a step toward 
getting their lives back, so it was a festive oc-
casion with the area decorated and ice cream 
sandwiches on hand to symbolize taking “a bite 
out of COVID,” Chanski said. 

“I went with a patriotic theme because I just 
felt like we’re doing this for our country,” she 
said. 

All paperwork that needed to be completed 
for folks getting shots was done beforehand and 
CVS sent a bigger crew than expected, so the 

vaccinations were completed a few hours ahead 
of schedule, Chanski said. 

Staff members went first, so they could get to 
work, she said. 

Scot Kauffman, director of sales and market-
ing at Colebrook, was among staff members 
receiving the vaccine, and he said he agreed 
with residents that it’s a “step toward some 
semblance of normalcy,” and a first step toward 
easing some lockdown restrictions.

Once staff had their inoculations, they went 
floor to floor through the facility and got resi-
dents, who were in their apartments awaiting 
their turn.

Once they had the shot, they went to the re-
covery area for 15 minutes of observation, dur-
ing which time they watched old episodes of 
The Carol Burnett Show, which kept them en-
tertained but not too engrossed that they would 
not want to leave when it was time, Chanski 
said.

Nurses checked in with residents and regu-
larly took their temperatures for 72 hours after 
the shots to make sure no one experienced side 
effects, Beck said.

“I don’t think there were any problems with 
that,” she said. “I didn’t hear anyone say they 
had any [side] effects from it.”

Kauffman said the majority of people in the 
facility exhibited no side effects save some sore 
arms.

“We were really good on the side effects,” he 
said “Everybody that got it on Friday showed 
up for work on Monday.”

 Helen Beck, a 91-year-old resident at Colebrook Village in Hebron, was all smiles 
after getting her COVID-19 vaccine last week. Beck was among 140 residents and 
staff members to get the first round of the inoculations.

Colchester Receives $625K Grant to Address Substance Abuse
By Karla Santos 

Colchester Youth and Social Services recent-
ly received a $625,000 federal grant to imple-
ment programs to help reduce substance abuse 
in youth. 

According to Valerie Geato, director of Col-
chester Youth and Social Services (CYSS), her 
team found out that the grant proposal had been 
funded last month. The grant will be distributed 
in payments of $125,000 per year for five years. 

The Drug-Free Communities grant program 
is administered by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). Geato said the 
program provides grants to community coali-
tions to “strengthen the infrastructure among 
local partners to create and sustain a reduction 
in local youth substance use.”  

“Receiving the Drug-Free Communities 
grant provides the Youth Service Bureau an 
opportunity to implement comprehensive sub-
stance abuse prevention programming includ-
ing annual surveys that will measure develop-
mental assets as well as substance use related 
behaviors and attitudes among our youth,” Ge-
ato said. 

She added that the funds will also allow 
CYSS to continue to build and maintain its 
Youth FIRST Coalition, which has the mission 

of promoting the social, emotional, and physi-
cal health and well-being of the town’s youth. 

Geato said the coalition is a group that serves 
as the substance abuse prevention council as 
well as the youth services advisory board. She 
said the CDC requires that the coalition include 
representation from 12 different community 
sectors and that her department’s first goal is 
to recruit new members – community partners 
and organizations – to join.  

In addition, Geato said her department will 
rely on the coalition to mobilize partners from 
the community with the ultimate goals of 
“becoming a volunteer-led, self-sufficient, ef-
fective coalition at the end of the grant cycle; 
implementing environmental prevention strat-
egies that reduce youth access to, and avail-
ability of, alcohol, marijuana and other drugs; 
and building up our young people through a 
strength-based approach that emphasizes and 
seeks to promote protective factors in young 
people’s lives.” 

Geato said research has shown that if young 
people have a strong developmental founda-
tion – with close relationships, opportunities 
for success, and positive personal attitudes and 
perspectives – they are less likely to engage in 

risk-compromising behaviors. 
As part of the grant-related work, CYSS will 

also embark on a community wide campaign to 
help young people thrive and acquire “as many 
developmental assets as possible and we will 
work to change the community norms around 
youth substance use,” Geato said. 

“The success of the coalition will be built 
on the commitment of parents, volunteers, and 
community partners who will work to enlist 
the help and support of the entire community 
towards the goal of reducing youth substance 
use,” she added. 

Geato said CYSS has always focused on 
substance abuse prevention, but now will have 
appropriate resources to continue that work 
including a dedicated staff person to lead the 
way. The position will be grant funded and the 
selected person, who will have the title of coali-
tion coordinator, will be responsible for build-
ing a “strong” community coalition, for devel-
oping substance abuse prevention and health 
promotion strategies, Geato said. The goal is to 
reduce substance abuse rates in the community. 
The position has not been posted yet.  

“We are so excited to be selected as a recipi-
ent of the grant, and look forward to working 

with all community partners to reduce youth 
substance abuse in Colchester,” Geato said. 

First Selectman Mary Bylone said the funds 
will enable the town to educate and support 
those with addiction issues. 

“Receiving this grant is a reflection of the 
tremendous work and talent of our Youth and 
Social Services Department and will allow us 
to address an area of growing concern in our 
community,” Bylone said. “The money will 
make it possible to not only educate, but also 
support Colchester residents who deal with ad-
diction.” 

CYSS offers programs to school-aged youth 
during and after school. Among the programs, 
Geato said, are a drop-in youth center, com-
munity service programs, leadership training, 
social and life skill development, parenting 
classes, substance abuse education and youth 
employment programs. Cultural and recre-
ational activities are also offered during school 
breaks. 

CYSS also offers in-school programs cover-
ing topics such as stress management, friend-
ship skills and a divorce support group.  

To learn more about CYSS, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/youth-social-services.
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
My wife came home Sunday afternoon from some lengthy excursion to God only 

knows where to find me lying on the floor with the football game on TV. 
“What are you doing on the floor?” she finally inquired after stepping over me a half 

a dozen times.
“I’m conducting a protest die-in,” I said.
“Oh. I thought maybe you’d had a stroke. I was trying to remember where I’d put 

your life insurance policy.”
This, apparently, is her idea of comic relief.
“No,” I said. “Just a die-in to call attention to the fact that the modern world sucks.”
“How’s it going?”
“So far you’re the only one that’s happened along. There was a phone message from 

some robot who was very concerned about the expired warranty on our car, but that’s 
about it.”

“So what exactly is it that troubles you?”
“The world as it’s become today. Covid, politics, stupid people, being forced to 

wear a mask, doctors who charge you full price for online medical diagnoses, poor 
service at drive-thru windows, California, income inequality as it affects me person-
ally, being lectured by hypocritical  government officials, the shrinking size of candy 
bars, the fact that Tom Brady is now playing for Tampa, ...also, the check engine light 
came on in my car this morning.”

“I see. And how long, exactly, have you been conducting this…this die-in?”
“I’m not sure. I kind of dozed off during half-time.”
“You know, you might attract more attention if you held this die-in of yours outside 

in a more public place.”
“The sidewalk is too cold. Besides, unless you have more protestors, people think 

you’re just drunk and pretend they don’t see you.”
“I suppose.  What’s that in your hand?”
“A snicker-doodle cookie. I thought I might need some nourishment during the 

course of my die-in and I didn’t want to spoil the solemnity of the moment by getting 
up and going into the kitchen.”

“Good thinking.  So, how about we move this protest of yours to your usual die-in 
locale?”

“The couch?”
“Yes. You’ll be a lot more comfortable and you’ll be able to see the TV better.”
“Thank you for your concern.”
“Actually, I just want to vacuum the rug. You’re getting cookie crumbs all over the 

place.”

 Jim Hallas, Publisher

America passed yet another grim CO-
VID-19 milestone this week, as we passed 
400,000 deaths. And while, with vaccines, 
there does seem to be a light at the end of the 
tunnel, we’re far, far from out of the woods. 
The incoming director of the CDC predicts 
that, just by the middle of next month, we’ll 
top 500,000.

Things are so bad right now that in Los 
Angeles, the city this week lifted an air qual-
ity rule limiting how many cremations can 
be performed in a given month – as there is 
frankly a “backlog” of bodies needed to be 
cremated.

The numbers seem unimaginable. Back at 
the beginning of this thing, in March, pro-
jections were that 100,000-200,000 people 
would die. Even that number was – rightly – 
viewed as unacceptable, and by early April, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci revised that projection to 
60,000. Of course, as NPR reported last Sep-
tember – when we topped 200,000 – Fauci 
“cautioned that his more optimistic estimate 
was based on the American public adhering 
to physical separation and other restrictions in 
March and April – measures that, for a while 
at least, sharply reduced U.S. death toll pro-
jections. But weeks after Fauci spoke, Geor-
gia, Texas and some other states began relax-
ing their control measures.”

Fortunately, there lately has been an attempt 
to bring back some of those control measures. 
For example, last fall libraries and town halls 
across the Rivereast circulation area began 
greatly limiting public access. Many church-
es, I’ve noticed, have also moved their ser-
vices exclusively online. The pastor still goes 
to the church and preaches the service, but to 
a largely-empty congregation. The service is 
then livestreamed via YouTube or the church 
website.

Is it the same as being there in person? Of 
course not; I can say that from experience as 
frankly that’s how I “attended” Midnight Mass 
this year, watching it online via a YouTube 
stream from St. James Catholic Church in 
Manchester. Even the best-quality livestream 
is missing that indescribable “oomph” of be-
ing, to quote Hamilton, in the room where it 
happens.

Still, it’s better than not taking part in the 
service at all – and, in my view, with the CO-
VID-19 numbers the way they are it’s abso-
lutely necessary to let parishioners worship 
from afar. It’s scary right now.

Marlborough Congregational Church re-

cently decided to have a little fun with the 
whole concept of “preaching to an empty 
building.” The church announced this week a 
neat initiative – filling the church pews with 
cardboard cutouts. 

Worship services are livestreamed Sundays 
at 10 a.m. through mcc.marlcongchurch.org. 
So as to not have church pastor the Rev. Bob 
Faulhaber preach to a nearly-empty sanctu-
ary, there are plans to have “Pew People” fill 
the seats – using professionally-made life-
size photo cardboard cut-outs.

Like I said, it’s a fun concept – and reminds 
me of the experience of watching baseball 
games on TV last summer, as they also fea-
tured cardboard fans in the stands.All ages 
are welcome to participate, including church 
and family members, friends – anyone, really. 
There is a $50 minimum donation per cutout. 

For details, contact the church office at of-
fice@marlcongchurch.org or 860-295-9050. 

* * *
The extremely important and all too brief 

life of Martin Luther King Jr. was celebrated 
this week, and as usual the standard inspira-
tional MLK quotes about race relations made 
the rounds on social media. I don’t say that 
to belittle the lines; indeed, they’re great and 
should be celebrated.

But I feel there’s a lot more to Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. than the usual passages from the 
“I Have a Dream” speech that sanctimonious 
politicians tend to truck out every third Mon-
day in January. (For example, Mike Pence, 
who famously walked out of a football game 
a few years ago when players took a knee as 
a form of peaceful protest, tweeted Monday 
about what an inspiration King was. I say 
this with all due respect, Mr. Vice President 
– shove it, Mike.)

Martin Luther King Jr. had a great many 
thoughts on a wide variety of subjects. So I 
thought I’d share this week some quotes of 
his that you might not ordinarily see pop up 
on Facebook or flashed across the TV screen:

“A nation that continues year after year to 
spend more money on military defense than 
on programs of social uplift is approaching 
spiritual death.”

“The Western arrogance of feeling that it 
has everything to teach others and nothing to 
learn from them is not just.”

“It is a cruel jest to say to a bootless man 
that he ought to lift himself up by his own 
bootstraps.”

Corrections
Due to a computer error, an incomplete, 

unsigned version of the letter “Correcting 
Misinformation” ran in last week’s Read-
er’s Forum. The complete version runs this 
week.

* * *
Also, in the article on the new Agent Or-

ange bill in last week’s issue, it was report-
ed the bill was signed into law on Jan. 6. It 
was actually signed on Jan. 5.

* * *
The Rivereast regrets the errors.

 The Clauses Come Through… The Connecticut Society of Santas, (CTSS) and 
Santa Claus himself, made a donation Jan. 14 to Portland’s efforts to end homeless-
ness among families and veterans. CTSS is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit community service 
organization comprised of more than 60 members who portray Santa Claus, Mrs. 
Claus and elves. Several members have served in various branches of the Armed 
Forces. From left are Mary Pont, director of Youth/Senior Services; Michelle 
Ceppaglia, executive secretary to the first selectwoman; First Selectwoman Susan 
Bransfield; Mrs. Claus; and Santa Claus.

A Brighter Day
To the Editor:

With the inauguration of President Joseph 
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, our 
country begins a new chapter. Despite a deadly 
global pandemic and the worst economic crisis 
since the Great Depression, we can cautiously 
breathe a sigh of relief after years of holding 
our collective breath. We can take comfort in the 
idea that the hard work of repairing the damage 
has begun, and we can hope again for a future 
that promises the inclusion of all Americans.

History will judge the events of the last few 
weeks and years, and in time the picture will 
be clear in all its ugliness. But now, in this mo-
ment, we can exhale for a moment, secure in the 
promise of a brighter future.

Please join the members of the Marlborough 
Democratic Town Committee in wishing Presi-
dent Biden and Vice President Harris every suc-
cess in leading us all to a brighter future.
Marlborough Democratic Town Committee

Submitted by Dianne Dunn Greco, Chair

Correcting Misinformation
To the Editor:

At the special meeting of the Portland Public 
Schools Board of Education on Thursday, Jan. 
7, the BOE deliberated when and how to re-
open our schools to the students. The collective 
unions listed below would like to clarify infor-
mation that was inaccurate and incomplete. That 
evening, BOE members stated multiple times 
that the “teachers” had requested that school 
not fully reopen to students for the following 
week. It was clearly stated by Superintendent 
Charles Britton at the Jan. 5 meeting that some 
of members of the reopening committee that is 
made of individuals representing parents, cus-
todians, administrators, teachers, administrative 
assistants, paraprofessionals, school nurses and 
the health district were not in favor of returning 
students to school beginning on Jan. 11. 

The association representatives for the ad-
ministrative assistants and the paraprofes-
sionals also requested a one week delay dur-
ing the committee meeting as was restated by 
Dr. Britton that evening. However, on Jan. 7, 
BOE member Tim Lavoy continued to state 
that it was only the teachers that wanted to de-
lay school reopening and misrepresented the 
number of teachers that were in favor. In fact, 
as stated by CEA-Portland President Sue Mc-
Dougall on Tuesday, an overwhelming majority 
of all the teachers were in favor of a one week 
pause. All three associations recognize the un-
usual circumstances we all face, but each wants 
to ensure the safety of all our students as well 
as their members. 

Sue McDougall, CEA – Portland 
Marlene McKinley, Portland

Federation of Paraprofessionals AFT

Grandpa Joe
To the Editor:

As I write this letter, Grandpa Joe is prepar-
ing to occupy the White House. However, as 
you read this letter, the ascension of the new 
Plagiarist-in-Chief will be completed. Score 
one for the Democrats. It’s like giving Grandpa 
a belated Christmas gift…like a new bike…ex-
cept with training wheels…and a bell. It’s okay 
that President Trump won’t be attending the 
inauguration. He’ll have another chance when 
President Harris takes Grandpa’s bike before 
Grandpa’s term is up. The bike will be gone and 
Grandpa won’t even know. But he’ll get to keep 
the bell. And you were worried about President 
Trump having the nuclear codes?

Before President Trump leaves office, I’d like 
to thank him for continuing the Obama tradi-
tion of making my 401k, and now my IRAs, 
grow like a mushroom sowed in liberal rhetoric. 
Frankly, I am aghast that Grandpa was elected, 
but I am optimistic that he will, unwittingly, fol-
low the legacy of Democratic presidents whose 
effect on Wall Street is like the effect of Viagra 
on…well…you know. That’s a fact. And liber-
als like facts. 

And, for those of you in the bottom 80% 
of wage-earners, prepare yourself for another 
Obama tradition: Negative growth in your finan-
cial status. Sure, liberals talk a good game about 
“taxing the rich” and “job creation.” It sells, and 
wins elections. But the 80%ers shouldn’t get 
their hopes up. Prior to COVID, we experienced 
record employment opportunity and millions 
less on food stamps. Let’s see if those numbers 
are achieved again. But I’m sure that you are 
all willing to sacrifice substantive national eco-
nomic success for a president that doesn’t of-
fend your sensibilities and tweet while in office. 
Isn’t it ironic that the top 20%ers that voted for 
President Trump probably won’t have to worry 
about it either way?

#PresidentHarris
Regards,

Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

See Letters, page 4
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EAST HAMPTON
$585,000

Marielle Bilodeau
860-916-7443  MLS #170348962

BY APPOINTMENT

MARLBOROUGH
$58,000/ea

Jamie Bell
860-604-8459  MLS #170332494

TWO LOTS AVAILABLE

ENFIELD
$464,900

Tom Welles
860-205-7575  MLS #170342159

BY APPOINTMENT

GLASTONBURY
$208,900

Kate Loomis
860-798-4734  MLS #170346236

NEW PRICE

GLASTONBURY
$599,000

Yola Feery
860-306-6553 MLS #170341033

BY APPOINTMENT

PORTLAND
$525,000

Anna Planeta
860-982-4427  MLS #170333496

BY APPOINTMENT

S. GLASTONBURY
$365,000

Tatiana Geist
860-805-8710 MLS #170356159

COMING SOON - FULLY RENOVATED

MIDDLETOWN
$295,000

Solidea Pitruzzello
860-759-9459  MLS #170353242 

NEW PRICE

NORWICH
$115,000

Laura Messinger
860-803-1178  MLS #170343500

BY APPOINTMENT

SHOW

S. GLASTONBURY
$574,900

Dandeneau Team Real Estate
860-796-5941  MLS #170359343

OPEN HOUSE SUN 1/24 1-3

GLASTONBURY
$418,800

Michelle Collins
860-982-4684  MLS #170355345

BY APPOINTMENT

GLASTONBURY
$279,900

Jamie Bell
860-604-8459  MLS #170355173

BY APPOINTMENT

GLASTONBURY
$350,000

Kadji Anderson/Amanda Kolb

BY APPOINTMENT

860-836-2721/203-537-9889  MLS #170352653

WINDSOR
$189,900

Paul Koutsopoulos
860-604-0765  MLS #170355530

NEW TO MARKET

HEBRON
$849,500

Michelle Collins
860-982-4684  MLS #170339712

17-ACRE STAYCATION ESTATE

EAST HAMPTON
$399,900

Dandeneau Team Real Estate
860-796-5941  MLS #170366461

NEW TO MARKET

CROMWELL
$339,900

Felix DuVerger
860-652-4521  MLS #170364584

GORGEOUS 55+ CONDO

GLASTONBURY
$124,500

Michelle Collins
860-982-4684  MLS #170362375

NEW TO MARKET - LAND

MANCHESTER
$84,000

Kadji Anderson
860-836-2721  MLS #170362608

NEW TO MARKET - CONDO

GLASTONBURY
$1,688,883

Fred Martins
860-841-9333  MLS #170363349

NEW TO MARKET - STUNNING VIEWS! 

MANCHESTER
$69,900

Amber Marques
860-986-4773  MLS #170364498

NEW TO MARKET - CONDO

CROMWELL
$125,000

Kadji Anderson
860-836-2721  MLS #170364310

NEW TO MARKET - CONDO

GLASTONBURY
$979,000

Barrett Daly Team
860-930-2222  MLS #170363193

NEW TO MARKET

MARLBOROUGH
$475,000

Sue Nilsen
860-918-2840  MLS #170364610

NEW TO MARKET - COMMERCIAL LAND

GLASTONBURY
$654,900

Bryan Feery
860-508-3898  MLS #170364947

NEW TO MARKET - NEWLY BUILT

GLASTONBURY
$309,900

Bryan Feery
860-508-3898  MLS #170366236

NEW TO MARKET

EAST HARTFORD
$239,900

Lisa Hutt
860-836-8361  MLS #170363808

NEW TO MARKET - ADULT COMMUNITY

WEST HARTFORD
$749,000

Diane Q McHugh
860-680-8204  MLS #170365079

NEW TO MARKET

MARLBOROUGH
$69,900

Dandeneau Team Real Estate
860-796-5941  MLS #170318743

BY APPOINTMENT - LAND

MANCHESTER
$279,900

Barbara Howe
860-670-9560  MLS #170363360

NEW TO MARKET

ANDOVER
$349,900

Jamie Bell
860-604-8459  MLS #170366323

NEW TO MARKET

EAST HARTFORD
$225,000

Marilyn Rossi
860-990-8083  MLS #170365229

NEW TO MARKET

R
E
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★ Letters cont. from page 2

Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
“Shallow understanding from people of 

good will is more frustrating than absolute 
misunderstanding from people of ill will.”

“True compassion is more than flinging a 
coin to a beggar; it comes to see that an edifice 
which produces beggars needs restructuring.”

“Few members of the oppressor race can 
understand the deep groans and passionate 
yearnings of the oppressed race.”

“Capitalism was built on the exploitation 
and suffering of black slaves and continues to 
thrive on the exploitation of the poor – both 
black and white, both here and abroad.”

“With each modest advance the white 
population promptly raises the argument that 
the Negro has come far enough. Each step 
forward accents an ever-present tendency to 

backlash.”
“The curse of poverty has no justification 

in our age.”
“Noncooperation with evil is as much a 

moral obligation as is cooperation with good.”
“Call it democracy, or call it democratic so-

cialism, but there must be a better distribution 
of wealth within this country for all God’s 
children.”

“When machines and computers, profit 
motives and property rights, are considered 
more important than people, the giant triplets 
of racism, extreme materialism, and milita-
rism are incapable of being conquered.”

* * *
 See you next week. 

Orcas – A Response
To the Editor: 

I read a piece by the publisher in last week’s 
Rivereast regarding his stance on hot dogs and 
while I understand the frustration towards so-
called “animal rights activists” who aim to 
make every food into an issue, I have to dis-
agree with his point on killer whales. 

In the wild, orcas are not considered a threat 
to humans and there has never been a docu-
mented fatal attack. While it is true that orcas 
have killed or seriously injured their handlers 
in captivity, there is an important distinction to 
be made. These creatures have been confined 
to small spaces and potentially even abused 
so it is no wonder they would react violently 
in captivity. The name ‘killer whale’ is even a 
misnomer; orcas actually belong to the oceanic 
dolphin family. To take an incident of an orca 
whose actions can easily be attributed to its cap-
tivity and question those who wondered why is 
incredibly irresponsible. Under the Endangered 
Species Act, the population of orcas from cen-
tral California to southeast Alaska is considered 
endangered here in the United States. 

To spread inaccurate information about a spe-
cies that could use more encouragement to be 
protected is a poor way to argue a point about 
a seemingly unrelated topic. Perhaps before de-
ciding to support one’s argument on an entire 
species of animal, the damage it could possibly 
cause should be considered. 

Kelly Kozikowski – Hebron

The Crackdown Begins
To the Editor:

Several topics today: first, Nancy Pelosi be-
lieves in selective enforcement. She is quoted as 
saying Jan. 6th’s protesters “chose their white-
ness over democracy.” If you disagree you are a 
Nazi, a Klansman, a white supremacist or a rac-
ist. What about the looting, the destruction and 
the violence in Seattle, Portland and other ma-
jor Democratic cities with the “mostly peace-
ful’ protesters and rioters from Antifa and BLM 
with their “No Justice, No Peace” signs as they 
set fire to police vehicles? Again, Pelosi quote: 
“They had to do their thing.” 

Two sets of rules depending on your politi-
cal stance. One day they want to defund the po-
lice; the next day they’re wondering, where is 
the protection? President-Elect Harris has not 
once called out her favorite groups on their vio-
lent unlawful acts and has gone so far as to bail 
some of them out of jail. Was she acting in a 
racist manner? Maybe we should ask the shop 
owners whose businesses were destroyed. 

Next topic: The Impeachment – another sham 
by the Dems and a few weak cowardly Repub-
licans – blue bloods like Romney and Cheney. 
The House vote was taken with no investiga-
tion, no due process, no evidence, no chance to 
cross-examine and no witness testimony. Well 
done, Madame Speaker. 

Topic 3: Censorship is upon us. If you do not 
conform to the left’s way of thinking, your so-
cial media site and you personally will be shut 
done by Big Tech and you have No recourse – 
bend the knee or you will be silenced. Well, to 
Comrade Edmund Smith, Clueless Joe Stevens, 
Maureen Heidtmann, Tricia Heldmann and the 
rest of the demented lackeys, the 75 million 
Americans who voted and support President 
Donald Trump -- we’re not going away. We will 
not become sheep like you people. 

More to come,
Don Denley – Andover

Norton Fund Thanks 
To the Editor:

The Andover Norton Children’s Fund Com-
mission members would like to express their 
thanks to all the Andover residents who have re-
cently come forward to help continue the legacy 
of Chester D. Norton with their generous dona-
tions to the Andover Norton Children’s Fund.

The Norton Children’s Fund Commission 
was established to administer the funds left to 
the town in Chester D. Norton’s will. Chester 
was an Andover farmer who died on Oct. 14, 
1891. Local legend has it that when Chester 
was a child his poor family could not afford the 

Agent Orange Act 
To the Editor:

In the Jan. 15 edition of the River East on pg. 
26, it was noted that President Trump signed 
the H.R. 7105 into law on Jan 6. The article in-
cludes Trump’s name in the headline and high-
lights the date by separating it from the previ-
ous paragraph. It also notes the time as “about 
4 p.m.”

According to the Congressional Record 
(Congress.gov), this law was signed on Tues-
day, Jan 5.

On Jan 6 at about 4 pm., the president of 
the United States was watching the TV as his 
armed supporters carried out an assault on the 
U.S. Capitol Building. Five people, including a 
police officer, were killed.

I ask for a correction in the Rivereast.
And congratulations to the veteran noted in 

the article who worked on this bill. That is how 
you are supposed to interact with your elected 
officials. 

Amy Domeika – Colchester

Firearm Noise
To the Editor:

Firearm discharge noise levels in a radial 
direction is dependent on factors such as tem-
perature, humidity, ground topography, etc. The 
decibel level at the source is one issue, however 
it decreases in all radial directions. Therefore, 
where are the current regulations being mea-
sured?

Ben Granatek – Marlborough

Not for Us?
To the Editor:

Last week, Hebron selectmen said it was “not 
for us” to condemn the capitol riot. They were 
not being asked to condemn a man; they were 
being asked to condemn an unconstitutional, 
violent insurrection, against our government. 
Rabbi Hillel, born in 110 BCE, said in Ethics of 
Our Fathers: “If I am not for myself, who will 
be for me? If I am only for myself, what am I? 
And if not now, when?” 

Silence is participation. There is no neutral. 
Hate is hate, whether or not it is against you. 
If people of conscience do not condemn evil, 
do you think it disappears? If it is easier to be 
cowardly, to pretend it isn’t “mine” to speak out 
against, do you think the next outrage can’t be 
against you? Good people can’t afford to be by-
standers. 

There is only one answer to Hillel’s last ques-
tion: the time is now.

Ann Terezakis – Marlborough

Thanks from Draft Horse
To the Editor:

Stacey Golub, DVM, founder and executive 
director, and the many volunteers who maintain 
the Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue on Chest-
nut Hill, East Hampton, wish to extend our sin-
cere thanks to East Hampton and surrounding 
communities for your financial support in 2020. 
Our mission is to give draft horses a second 
chance at life, saving them through intercepts, 
auctions, and kill pens, as well as providing a 
home for horses whose owners can no longer 
care for them. We are the alternative to auctions 
and slaughter.

Generous people give us the funds that pay 
for grain, hay, medicines, supplies, equipment, 
utilities – everything that is required to run a 
large horse farm. It takes and army of volun-
teers to do the daily farm work to keep the hors-
es healthy and ultimately find them safe, for-
ever homes. Our horses will never be at risk of 
an uncertain future again. Thank you for being 
a part of the team through your philanthropic 
gifts. We could not do it without every one of 
you – our good friends. Thank you!

Visit us again after COVID-19 lockdowns are 
over on Saturdays from 10 a.m.-noon. Support 
us through purchases from Drafty Donuts or 
give online at our website www.ctdrafthorseres-
cue.org.

Liz Whitty, Volunteer
CT Draft Horse Rescue

Patriots
To the Editor:

“Lee Harvey Oswald though he was a patriot. 
He was not.

John Wilkes Booth thought he was a patriot. 
He was not.

Many people that cause terror claim to be act-
ing as patriots. They are not.

Not one person that stormed through the 
doors of the U.S. Capitol was a patriot. Not 
one.”– John Bisognano

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Sociopath City
To the Editor:

Some Rivereast letters writers just left ‘Crazy 
Town’ for ‘Sociopath City.’ This ilk is danger-
ously metastasizing like a cancer in our country, 
shamelessly allowing themselves to be duped 
by Fox News, QAnon and other far right pro-
pagandists. Slaves to disinformation and dis-
connected from reality, who attack our Capitol 
and elected leaders. Mike Goodie of Colchester 
said, “Operation Warp Speed is all President 
Trump’s doing” and “he has fought every inch 
of the way” to get the COVID vaccine out to 
Americans, boasting that Trump Warp Speed 
“took nine months to do something that nor-
mally takes up to 20 years to get done.” 

Memo to Mike, who is over 70 years old. Yes, 
the polio vaccine that came out in the 1950s did 
take 20 years to make. But the DNA molecule 
had not been discovered yet. Some things have 
changed, Mike, since you were a kid. Color 
TV, satellites, and a much deeper understand-
ing of viral genetics. Funny how the Obama 
administration had done miracle work with 
the first SARS 1 pandemic. The road map and 
science already in place for Trump’s SARS 2 
COVID pandemic challenge. But Trump killed 
the 2 programs Obama had in place to prevent a 
SARS 2 COVID pandemic – called PREDICT 
and the Office on Global Health Security. Had 
Obama been president there is a chance that 

She Was a Threat
To the Editor:

I want to address comments made to the edi-
tor last week, entitled “Two Sets of Rules.” 

Don Denley wrote, “I was deeply saddened 
to see a young Air Force female – unarmed – 
shot to death by security.” 

Was this women walking in the park just 
strolling along and then was shot? If that were 
the case, I would agree. 

But that was not the case. 
This young Air Force female, when join-

ing the Air Force, swore an oath to protect our 
country for all attacks foreign and domestic. 
She broke that oath. 

Let’s discuss what she was doing when she 
was shot and killed. 

She was crawling through a smashed glass 
window of a door that was barricaded to prevent 
her from entering.  Security on the other side 
protecting and preventing her from coming 
through. After the window was smashed and if 
she came through should they have said “Hey 
how are you, can I help you? What do you 
want?” 

She was a threat and danger to the people on 
the other side of that door which she forced her 
way through, period. Any other claim is just lu-
dicrous. 

Please re-evaluate you observation of that 
situation. 

Thanks for your time,
Jay Baker – East Hampton

COVID could have been stopped before it 
spread worldwide. 

And then Don Denley. Trying his best to 
convince us that the Capitol rioters were lib-
eral Antifa and Black Lives Matter infiltrators. 
Blaming the liberal press and the Capitol police 
for the riot getting out of hand? Wow! Don has 
exceeded himself and has won ‘Village Idiot of 
the Year’ honors. Unless Ed Kozlowski or Sam 
Prentice can outdo him in their next letters.

Ed Smith – Andover
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Monday, January 25, 2021 • 7:00 pm 
Pre-registration required–visit glastonburymlkci.org
or email leslieohta@gmail.com

GMLKCI – Glastonbury Martin Luther King Community Initiative, 
IRIS – Integrated Refugee Immigrant Services, and 

CIRC – the Connecticut Immigrant & Refugee Coalition

PRESENT A FREE ONLINE CONVERSATION / ZOOM WEBINAR

Connecticut
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& Refugee 
Coalition
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Thermal Underwear, Socks,
Flannel Shirts, Face Masks, Hats, 

Gloves, Ice Grippers for Shoes, Winter 
Boots & much more to keep you warm.

Plenty of Cold
Weather Gear!
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QUONSET SURPLUS
Hrs. Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30

Portland 11/13 Pickering Street 860-342-0612

Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!
Send anonymous pic including 

town to myglasspane@gmail.com
& get a guesstimate, or call
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Crystals  Jewelry  Shells 
Framed Butterflies  Fossils 
Minerals for Collectors  Art

Wed thru Sun: 11am to 6pm 
(next to Subway)

NEW IN TOWN! 
INTO THE WOODS 

— Gifts Inspired By Nature — 
106 Bridge Road, Haddam, CT 
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East Hampton

Store Hours: Mon-Wed 8-6; Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

East Hampton

Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now In Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery
Call Today!

Please contact the pain 
diabetes research study at:

(860) 486-6930
or

painresearch@uconn.edu

Do you have chronic low back pain
OR type 2 diabetes OR both?

Volunteers Wanted for a Paid Research Study
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Weaseling Denley
To The Editor:

Unsurprisingly, last issue contained numer-
ous letters condemning the Capitol attack. Also 
unsurprising, Don Denley takes a different tack. 
He weasels, claiming to condemn the violence 
but drawing unjustified parallels with other re-
cent events.

Where to start? How about this? “It would 
be difficult to ascertain whether they were in-
filtrated by members of Antifa... but it’s entirely 
possible.” This sounds like, “Have you stopped 
beating your wife?” It is the worst kind of wea-
seling, making a claim by pretending it’s an 
open question. Well it’s not true. This has been 
fact-checked, and it’s an unvarnished lie. (http://
sauyet.com/link/8)

Or how about this? “I was deeply saddened to 
see a young Air Force female – unarmed – shot 
to death by security. [...] Just imagine if this of-
ficer had shot and killed a Black Lives Matter 
protester.” Funny, I don’t recall Mr. Denley cri-
tiquing the police violence marring otherwise 
peaceful BLM protests this summer. Is it that 
clubs and cruisers and pepper spray are fine but 
guns are not? Yes, these were mostly peaceful 
protests, with violence usually instigated by 
the police. See http://sauyet.com/link/9. And 
“a young Air Force female”?! Does anyone be-
lieve that he would have written “a young Air 
Force male”? Why does her gender matter?

And how about calling Antifa “a large, vio-
lent, anti-government organization?” Obviously 
he cites no evidence for this. There is none. An-
tifa is a loosely-knit collection of opponents of 
fascism across the country. They promote direct 
action, sometimes even violence, and many on 
the left criticize them for that, but there is little 
actual violence. Of course, the right-wing has 

What is Free Speech?
To the Editor:

My last question asked whether white people 
would put up with being treated like how white 
people have treated Black people.

For my next question (two-part I guess), I’m 
putting it out there to everyone: What is free 
speech? What is censorship? 

The often-cited example of shouting “Fire” 
in a crowded theater. Free speech or not? Do a 
Google search and educate yourself.

In Schenck v. United States in 1919, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Jr. mentions it. “The most 
stringent protection of free speech would not 
protect a man in falsely shouting ‘fire’ in a the-
ater and creating a panic.” Later in his expla-
nation Holmes writes, “The question in every 
case is whether the words are used in such cir-
cumstances and are of such a nature as to create 

Thanks to Schramm Family
To the Editor:

The East Hampton High School Music De-
partment would like to thank the Schramm 
family for their generous donation of music in 
December 2020. David Schramm (EHHS ‘06) 
was an outstanding composer, performer, and 
connoisseur of music and over the course of 
his life he acquired a vast collection of march 
music. The Schramm family thoughtfully do-
nated a portion of this collection (valued at 
over $1,000) to the EHHS Music Department in 
memory of David. The EHHS Band looks for-
ward to using this music as an educational tool 
and hopes to continue to honor David’s legacy 
for years to come.

East Hampton High School
Music Department

Help Your Community
To the Editor:

Recent events that have unfolded at the na-
tional level have shocked us all. Unfortunately, 
some in our community label us all as guilty 
rather than holding individuals accountable for 
their own actions. True Republicans know that 
the parties responsible for national upheaval do 
not represent us. They do not uphold the prin-

eyeglasses he needed and a kindly gentleman 
provided the family with funds for Chester’s 
eyeglasses. Many years later when making his 
will Chester remembered his poor childhood 
and that act of kindness. In his will he specified 
$3,000 be left for the poor children of Andover, 
thereby leaving an act of kindness of his own 
that continues giving to this very day more than 
125 years after his death.

Funding to fulfill the mission comes only 
from the interest income from the principal and 
the generous donations from residents. No tax 
dollars are used.

Funding is used to provide holiday gift-giv-
ing, back to school supplies, a yearly scholar-
ship to an Andover high school student as well 
as other much-needed assistance where needed.

Applications for assistance or the scholarship 
can be found on the Norton Commission’s page 
of the town website or the newly-launched Nor-
ton Commission Facebook page.

Donations to the Norton Children’s Fund can 
be made by sending a check to: Norton Chil-
dren’s Fund, Andover Town Hall, 17 School 
Rd., Andover, CT 06232.

For more information regarding the Norton 
Children’s Fund Commission please contact 
Commission Chairman, Dianne Grenier at 
deardianne@comcast.net

With gratitude,
Dianne Grenier, Chairman

Andover Norton Children’s Fund 
Commission

perpetrated the majority of all recent US terror-
ist incidents. (http://sauyet.com/link/10)

Mr. Denley, weaseling demeans you. If you 
believe something, state it. If you claim to have 
facts, please cite some sources.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

a clear and present danger that they will bring 
about the substantive evils that Congress has a 
right to prevent.” Brandenburg v. Ohio in 1969 
has bearing on this discussion as well.

“Education is a better safeguard of liberty 
than a standing army.” – Edward Everett, Amer-
ican Statesman.

Semper Fi, 
Eric S. Manning – Andover

ciples of the Republican Party, which include 
respect for the rule of law, respect for democ-
racy, government that is accountable to the 
people, streamlining government, and rooting 
out fraud, waste and abuse so that citizens ben-
efit from their own hard work instead of it be-
ing squandered by bureaucracy or government 
leaders’ personal agendas. 

This is why we want your help at the Hebron 
Republican Town Committee. Local Republi-
cans support these principles. We strive for the 
most efficient government at the local and state 
level. And I think you will agree we are suc-
ceeding. Hebron is a wonderful community run 
in a fiscally responsible and sustainable way. 
Republican leaders in our community help lo-
cal businesses, provide services for our resi-
dents, ensure our schools are the best in the re-

See Letters, page 6
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Let the savings pile up this winter season 
with a quote from Sica Insurance

– Get great rates that start at $200

– Liability limits up to $2 Million

– Fast, Friendly Service

Colchester Is Now OPEN!
860-603-2368

.com
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175 Lebanon Ave.
Colchester, CT 

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$45/month 

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$118/month

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$81/month
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Other sizes available. Security gate. Easy access.

Call 860-267-1234

This winter, take comfort in our care.
The right respite care makes all the difference.
Introduce your loved one to a community that feels like home, 
knowing they’ll be comfortable and engaged. Trust Benchmark to 
care for and connect with your loved one, no matter how long they 
stay with us. Our short-term respite care* is perfect for seniors who 
need a little extra help this season.

Schedule an Assisted Living or 
Mind & Memory Care tour today! 
Call 860-579-1073 or visit 
VillageAtSouthFarms.com
*Please check with the community for any 
residency requirements.

645 Saybrook Road, Middletown
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DEEP Plan for Salmon River
To The Editor:

I am outraged by the article written by Sloan 
Brewster published in the Jan. 15 issue of the 
News Bulletin. Her story, “Dispute Over Access 
to Trails on Grayville Road,” frames concern 
about severe environmental damage as a child-
ish “he said/she said” spat between one local 
landowner and mountain bikers.

The truth is that the access in dispute is to 
the Salmon River State Forest, a protected area. 
It contains the Jeremy River watershed and is 
home to an endangered freshwater mussel spe-
cies. Unauthorized use of chainsaws to “clear 
debris and overgrowth” is never permitted in 
state forests. Adding crushed stone, as Brett 
Severson, a representative of local cyclists, of-
fers to do, does not “improve” forests. These 
activities – clearly – disrupt plants and animals, 
both due to noise and destruction of vital wild 
habitats.

Our state forests are protected for the enjoy-
ment of all; they are not the playgrounds for 
just a few. Bicycles are allowed on designated 
trails in our state forests. They should keep to 
those trails and protect the wild forest for na-
tive plants and animals to thrive and for all of 
us to enjoy.

Sincerely,
Brenda Novak – Amston

gion, and bring in programs to help our seniors. 
We are coaches, firemen, local business owners, 
teachers, volunteers and most importantly your 
neighbors.

Help us bring America back from the edge. 
Join us in finding common ground and rejecting 
the far reaches of both parties who want us at 
each other’s throats. Our next meeting is Mon-
day, Jan. 25, via Zoom. We hope to see you then. 
Email us at HebronRepublicans@gmail.com at 
any time for more information. 

Keith Petit, Vice Chair
Hebron Republican Town Committee

Update on Vaccine 
Distribution

Dear Neighbors:
Many constituents have reached out to me 

in recent days about our state’s vaccination ef-
forts. To date, Connecticut has distributed over 
160,000 doses of the vaccine starting with Phase 
1A in late December which targeted long-term 
care facility residents and staff, frontline health 
care workers, and certain first responders. So 
far, our state has ranked among the top in the 
nation for its distribution efforts.

Connecticut has now started Phase 1B. Dis-
tribution for this phase will begin with those 
age 75 and over and will eventually include res-
idents age 65 and over, frontline essential work-
ers, healthcare workers not included in Phase 
1A, individuals and staff in congregate settings, 
and those ages 16-64 with comorbidities. Resi-
dents age 75 and over are eligible to schedule 
vaccination appointments now, online and over 
the phone. Visit www.ct.gov/covidvaccine for 
more information or call the CT COVID Vac-
cine Appointment Assistance Line at 877-918-

2224 – this line will take calls on weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Subsequent phases over the spring, summer 
and fall of 2021 will open up eligibility for 
more residents to receive the vaccine. I would 
encourage you to visit the state’s COVID-19 re-
source page, www.ct.gov/coronavirus, to access 
the latest public health guidance and informa-
tion.

As always, do not hesitate to reach out to me 
with your questions, comments and concerns 
about state issues, irene.haines@housegop.
ct.gov or 860-240-8700.

Sincerely,
State Rep. Irene Haines

R-34th District
Note: The 34th District covers East Haddam, 

East Hampton and Colchester.

Just the Facts
To the Editor:

I was singled out in a letter to the editor 
(“Correcting Misinformation” 1/15/2021) re-
garding the Portland Public Schools reopening. 
I am responding as a private citizen and I do not 
represent the BOE. While the letter appeared to 
be incomplete and unsigned (editing error pos-
sibly), it seemed to be submitted by a group of 
Portland Public School unions. In my role as a 
BOE member, at both the Jan. 5 regular meeting 
and again at the special meeting on the 7th, I 
had shared my thoughts on the Jan. 11 reopen-
ing recommendations presented by the super-
intendent. On Jan. 5, I strongly supported the 
superintendent’s reopening recommendation. 
The accusation is that at the Jan. 7 meeting I 
said that only teachers were opposed to reopen-
ing. That is untrue and is the opposite of my 
comments. 

Listening to the recorded 1/7/21 meeting will 

serve as confirmation. Go to https://www.port-
landctschools.org/ and click the link for “Live 
Streamed Meeting.” Refer to the 1/7/21 record-
ed meeting at the 19 minute 52 second mark 
and again at the 1 hour 12 minute mark for my 
actual comments. I expressed support for teach-
ers and asked that others please do not single 
them out as the reason for the delay in reopen-
ing. I also expressed my opinion that the CEA-
Portland Union President Sue McDougall may 
have overstated when she had told the board on 
1/5 that “an overwhelming majority of teach-
ers want to remain remote...” Please refer to the 
1/5/21 recorded meeting at 1 hour 30 minutes 
16 seconds mark for when I had specifically 
asked if a vote had been taken by teachers. The 
response was that ‘no’ vote had been taken that 
would support that assertion. 

We need to respect facts and join as a com-
munity to support positive outcomes. 

Tim Lavoy – Portland

Inappropriate Motion
To the Editor:

At the Jan. 7th Board of Selectmen meet-
ing, Democratic member John Collins made a 
motion stating that the board supports the im-
mediate removal of President Trump. This re-

Police Body Cameras
To the Editor:

We all know the names Breonna Taylor, 
George Floyd, Eric Garner, and devastatingly 
the list goes on. There was uproar in June of 
last year regarding racial inequality and unwar-
ranted police violence. What happened to the 
uproar? This national issue could be solved by 
the smallest of devices.

My name is Olivia Zumpano and I believe it 
is vital that police officers be required to wear 
body cameras as an element of their uniform. 
With these devices present, the altercations that 
unfold between law enforcement and suspects 
will be inarguable. There will be no need for 
elongated court cases or families left without 
closure. 

I am confident this letter is one you have seen 
on countless occasions; however, I am disap-
pointed in our towns. Stonington claimed that 
their police department would face “financial 
constraints” due to the number of body cam-
eras, which are just over $1,000 each, and the 
storage needed. Contradictingly, the same de-
partment spent over $1 million on new radio 
systems for their vehicles (Smith, “Government 
Technology”).

A man by the name of Michael White, a 
member of the Justice Department’s body cam-
era program, reported that 11 of 19 studies con-
ducted regarding body camera usage showed a 
reduction in the use of violent force by police 
(PBS, “Body Cameras”). Evidently, body cam-
eras are having an impact on the behavior of our 
law enforcement. 

It is disappointing to see our towns fail to pri-
oritize the rights of our citizens and focus their 
attention on unnecessary upgrades to their po-
lice station.

Sincerely, 
Olivia Zumpano – Colchester

★ Letters cont. from page 5 sulted in a lengthy discussion in which mem-
bers unanimously agreed that the actions at the 
Capitol as well as the riots which occurred all 
summer in various cities were reprehensible. 
However, they were united in their opinion that 
such a motion was not within the purview of the 
selectmen. Various board members expressed 
the fact that they are mandated to work for the 
people of Hebron. 

I agree that this motion which was defeated 
was inappropriate. Not only as it is beyond the 
scope of the board’s mandate but also which-
ever way the proposed vote went it would not 
reflect the opinion of all of the residents of He-
bron. 

The selectmen are elected to provide policy 
and to focus on the issues effecting Hebron. It’s 
important to remember that the Board of Select-
men members are volunteers who give freely of 
their time to attend not only the Board of Se-
lectmen’s meetings but to serve as liaisons to 
other boards within the town. Many of the se-
lectmen’s meetings have been adjourning quite 
late. Not everyone is retired. Mr. Collins would 
be well-advised to limit his discussion to those 
issues which fall within the scope of the select-
men’s mandate. 

June Danaher – Hebron

Letter writers are encouraged to email 
their letters of 300 words or less to bulletin@ 
glcitizen.com. Letters submitted without a 
contact phone number will not be published.

E-Mail Letters
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com
860-398-0936
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Find us on

RiveR valley PRoPane
RiveR valley oil SeRvice
www.rivervalleyos.com

• Automatic Heating Oil Delivery
• Automatic Propane Delivery
• Heating Systems & Hot Water Equipment Installation & Service
• Air Conditioning System Installation & Service
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Call us at 860-342-5670
for all your fuel and service needs.

310 South Main St., Middletown
CT License S1-387499
HOD #709 HOD #1143

Honest service 

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Town Launches Campaign to Support Restaurants 
By Jack Lakowsky

As the pandemic continues to rage, the Port-
land Economic Development Commission has 
launched a new promotional campaign aimed at 
helping local eateries stay afloat.

The EDC on Monday launched the “06480 to 
Go” program, which offers people a chance to 
win a $25 gift card to a local Portland eatery.

Development Planner Mary Dickerson said 
January and February are when sales for restau-
rants typically plummet, even in a normal year 
– and the losses will likely worsen with the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic. 

One local spot, Portland Restaurant, closed 
last year after several decades in business, Dick-
erson said. Across the state, the pandemic-caused 
recession has forced more than 600 mom-and-
pop places to shut down.

“[Portland Restaurant] was a longtime staple 
of Main Street,” Dickerson said.

Dickerson said the loss of outdoor dining will 
compound the slow season’s impact on sales. 

“We had the idea at the beginning of the pan-
demic, when everything shut down,” Dickerson 
said. 

Dickerson credited EDC, especially commis-
sion member Frank Winiski, for crafting the pro-
motion. Dickerson said adding “To Go” to the 
name was deliberate, a reminder to potential cus-
tomers that they can eat in or order out.  

Diners who spend $25 or more at Portland 
eatery can submit a photo of their receipt for a 
chance to win a $25 gift certificate to a random-
ly-chosen restaurant. Submit photos to econom-

icdevelopment@portlandct.org, send it as a mes-
sage to the Portland Connecticut Marketplace 
Facebook page, or drop the receipt and contact 
information into the gray mailbox behind Town 
Hall, which is located at 33 East Main St. 

One winner will be drawn each Monday at 
noon from Jan. 25 until March 8. Receipts must 
be for purchases dated after Jan. 1.

The raffle is all-inclusive. Anyone who eats at 
a local spot can enter. 

Dickerson said the promotion is an effort to 
thank local restaurants for the millions of dol-
lars they’ve donated to town events, including 
the Summer Concert Series, fireworks displays, 
Portland High School’s Project Grad as well as 
the high school’s yearbooks, and much more. 

The town hopes this promotion will keep lo-
cals afloat during these sparse months, supplant-
ing revenue until warmer weather brings brisker 
sales.

One way many restaurants have endured the 
pandemic slump is through delivery apps like 
Doordash and Grubhub. However, these services 
haven’t taken root in Portland, Dickerson said, 
as many local owners are turned off by the cut of 
profits the companies take.

Another goal is to encourage customers to 
patronize Portland’s haunts. Many people have 
tightened their belts to endure the ongoing eco-
nomic slump, foregoing restaurant visits to save 
money or avoid public settings during the pan-
demic. 

Dickerson said if people can afford to eat out, 

they shouldn’t assume others necessarily can as 
well – especially if they feel passionate about 
maintaining the health of Portland’s hometown 
businesses.

She said Portland restaurants have proven 
flexible and adaptable in these tough times. 

“Our places have been great about changing 
their menus to meet affordability needs,” Dick-
erson said. “They’ve changed some food, always 
have specials, and are doing more family meals.”

For example, Dickerson said Farrell’s Restau-
rant at 245 Route 66 now offers a four-person 
meal at a flat price. 

Portland hired Dickerson as an economic con-
sultant in 2007, and so she helped see the town 
and its businesses through the Great Recession.

“A lot of places weren’t here anymore after 
that,” Dickerson said. “Now we’re trying to fight 
against that happening again.”

The difference between 2008, the height of 
the recession, and 2021, Dickerson said, is the 
proliferation of social media and smartphones. 

Even in the late 2000s, platforms like Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram were either nascent or 
non-existent – and they all now offer seamless, 
cheap advertising. 

Dickerson also said social media is now used 
across the age spectrum, whereas in 2008, it was 
a realm for youth. Also, Dickerson said, social 
media sites were clumsier 12 years ago, and not 
as institutionally embraced. 

“To be able to simply set up an online shop 
has been a real help, especially to our retailers,” 
said Dickerson.

Dickerson said both EDC and a mix of private 
donors helped front the cost of the certificates to 
raffle off. 

Restaurants participating in the promo in-
clude Farrell’s, Buds on Main Street, Campag-
na’s, Melilli Caffe & Grille, Hunan Wok, White 
Dog Café, Wing Yum, Winchester Café, Eggs 
Up Grill, Portland Pizza House, and Sarah’s on 
Main. For a complete list, contact the town at 
economicdevelopment@portlandct.org. 

Knights to Hold Baby Shower
The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-

bus will hold its ninth annual Baby Shower the 
weekends of Feb. 6-7 and 13-14. A large box 
for donations will be located in the Gathering 
Place at St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone Ave.

All items donated will be shared with Port-
land Food Bank, as well as Birthright, an orga-
nization that new and expectant mothers with 
a range of support services, including no-cost 
pregnancy testing, prenatal health care, and ma-
ternity and baby supplies. 

Suggested new items should be unwrapped, 
include diapers, sleepers, blankets, rattles, bibs, 
bath towels, wipes, lotion, outfits, shampoo, 

bottles, baby bath, pacifiers, comb and brush 
sets, socks, gift sets, stuffed animals, blanket 
sleepers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, diaper 
bags, booties, and more.

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 
also be available, and gratefully received. Do-
nations can also be mailed to Freestone Coun-
cil, P.O. Box 7, Portland, CT 06480.

 Brother Knight Charles Hermanson com-
mented, “This activity puts action into the 
Knights of Columbus’ support of those mothers 
who choose life.”

For more information, call Hermanson at 
860-342-6117.

Knights to Offer
Pasta Dinner 

The Freestone Council Knights of Columbus 
will serve a takeout pasta dinner Wednesday, 
Feb. 3.

Dinners can be picked up from 4-6 p.m. in 
the rear parking lot of St. Mary Church, located 
at 43 Freestone Ave. Cost is $10 per person. 
Proceeds help fund the charitable works Coun-
cil 7 provides.

The dinner will feature pasta, meatballs, sal-
ad and roll. 

No pre-order is necessary. On the day of the 
meal chefs will be available at 860-342-2713 to 
answer questions.

The council offers take-out dinners the first 
Wednesday of every month.

For home delivery of dinners, call John Mc-
Nickle at 860-342-1415. 

Kindergarten 
Registration

Valley View School in Portland has an-
nounced its kindergarten registration process 
for the 2021-22 school year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 5 
on or before Jan. 1, 2022, should contact Val-
ley View at pgross@portlandct.us to indicate 
if they will be registering the child for kinder-
garten. Provide your child’s full name, phone 
number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will then be provided.

Foodshare Coming
The anti-hunger organization Foodshare 

will be at Portland Food Bank, 7 Waverly 
Ave., on Monday, Jan. 25, at 1 p.m. You do 
not have to be a Portland resident or show 
any identification.

This will be a drive-thru, with your trunk 
open. Enter at Portland Library on Freestone 
Avenue and exit by the Senior Center onto 
Waverly Avenue.

Historical Society’s Annual Meeting Goes Virtual
The Portland Historical Society will host its 

annual meeting for election of officers and the 
executive board Sunday, Jan. 31, at 4 p.m., via 
Zoom. All are invited to attend.

To register, email Portlandcthistory@gmail.
com by noon Saturday, Jan. 30. After register-
ing, people will be sent a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the meet-

ing. Registrants may attend the meeting by con-
nected device or by dialing in using a telephone.

After brief reports by outgoing president 
George Gilbert and treasurer James McCabe, 
Bob McDougall, director of the Ruth Callander 
House Museum of Portland History, will give a 
brief overview of the society’s latest project — 
the former Gildersleeve Store.

Resident Badly Burned in Fire 
By Jack Lakowsky

A blaze at a home on Earle Street last week 
left one resident with severe burns, requiring 
LifeStar to be called to the scene, according 
to the Portland Fire Department.

 The fire occurred Jan. 14, and, according 
to Fire Marshal Ray Sajdak, available details 
are slim. 

He told the Rivereast Monday that while 
the blaze is under investigation, officials do 
know it was accidental in nature. He said the 
victim, whom he declined to identify, was a 
resident at the address. 

Sajdak said the fire started in the home’s 
attached garage, and was contained to it; 
no other structures were damaged. Sajdak 
said crews from Portland, Middletown and 

Glastonbury had the blaze under control 
within a half hour. A vehicle was in the ga-
rage, he added.

“The victim was pulled out of the garage 
by a friend,” said Sajdak. “The garage is a 
total loss.”

Sajdak said the victim was flown via Life-
Star to the Burn Center at Bridgeport Hospital 
with extensive burns. He said the investiga-
tion will be a slow process, as communica-
tion with the victim right now is impossible. 
He said the victim has had two surgeries and 
is “heavily sedated.”

Sajdak said the family has also asked offi-
cials to use the utmost discretion in this case. 
The state fire marshal’s office will join Port-
land in the investigation. 

Project Graduation Fundariser
Melilli Caffé and Grill in Portland donating a 

percentage of all sales every Wednesday in Feb-
ruary to support Portland High School Project 
Graduation.

On Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24, anyone who men-
tions Project Graduation when ordering will 

have 25% of the cost of their purchase donated 
to the committee, which puts on an all-night 
drug- and alcohol-free party held for PHS se-
niors the night of their graduation. 

Melilli Caffé and Grill is located at 264 Main 
St., and can be reached at 860-342-4035.
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

Man Found Dead
in Submerged Car

By Shawn R. Dagle 
Glastonbury police are investigating the 

death of a 75-year-old Portland man found Jan. 
9 in his submerged car in the Connecticut River 
in South Glastonbury.

Police identified the victim as Andrew Sebu-
la. Public records indicate he is a retired hospi-
tal pharmacist who once worked at Middlesex 
Hospital in Middletown.

Police said they were called to the area of 
Dufford’s Landing off Tryon Street just north 
of the Seaboard Marina at 12:09 p.m. Jan. 9 
after a jogger reported seeing a vehicle in the 
river.

Divers from the Portland and Middletown 
fire departments were called to the scene and 

located a Nissan Juke in the river. Sebula was 
found inside. He was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Glastonbury Police Department Lt. Corey 
Davis said this week he is still waiting on the 
medical examiner, who is determining the 
cause of death. He said police are investigating 
how the vehicle wound up in the water. 

At one time Dufford’s Landing was a popu-
lar launch spot for recreational boaters, but 
permission to access the area – which is private 
property – has been restricted in recent years 
due to liability issues. To reach the spot, a driv-
er would have to pull off Tryon Street and drive 
down a dirt access road through a farm field for 
a couple of hundred yards.

Task Force Hopes Survey
Will Help Guide Work

By Jack Lakowsky
Portland’s Solidarity Task Force has launched 

a survey that will help the committee gage the 
community’s knowledge of diversity, equity and 
inclusion, according to April Graves, chair of the 
task force. 

The survey will be available until Jan. 31, and 
the link can be found on the first selectwoman’s 
Facebook page; search for “Portland First Selec-
twoman” on Facebook. There are also paper cop-
ies of the survey at Town Hall, 33 East Main St.

The survey asks people questions related to 
their race/ethnicity, gender identity and sexual 
orientation; if racism and discrimination are is-
sues in Portland; and what the term “solidarity” 
means to the individual.

Graves told the Rivereast the survey will help 
identify demographics that are especially affect-
ed by discrimination and prejudice, which will 
aid the task force in developing questions for a 
Zoom community forum scheduled for Feb. 22. 
Local police, youth service officials, and Board 
of Education members will attend.

“We’re trying to see our target areas,” Graves 
said. 

Graves said the survey will also help the task 
force determine if traditionally-marginalized 
groups are aware of what resources and social 
services they can access. 

The survey is the first of four task force ef-
forts. After survey data is completed and ana-
lyzed, the group will develop an informational 
pamphlet. Then, Graves said, the plan is develop 
a town-wide scavenger hunt based on themes of 
diversity, equity and inclusivity. 

“Different clues will lead to hidden facts 
around town,” Graves said. 

Finally, the task force’s work will culminate 
in a cultural fair for Juneteenth, or Freedom Day, 
a holiday celebrating the emancipation of en-
slaved people in the United States.

Graves was interviewed by the Rivereast on 
the eve of the inaugurations of President Joe 
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. She 
said she hopes the new administration will intro-
duce accessible grants to help fund the commu-
nity forums and educational events of grassroots 
and town government-based solidarity move-
ments.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has 

made the following announcements. Registra-
tion required unless noted. For more informa-
tion and full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770. 

Curbside Only: Due to COVID-19 concerns 
and the expected post-holiday surge, Portland 
Library is closed until further notice, as per the 
Board of Selectmen. Curbside delivery is avail-
able; hours are Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m.; and Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Reserve items through 
the online catalog or call 860-342-6770. The 
outdoor book return is open 24/7, is emptied 
frequently, and the library continues to waive 
fines. If you need to print, scan and/or fax, call 
the library. 

Hours and services are subject to change; 
call the library or access the webpage for cur-
rent hours. The library is also on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Youth Programs: Winter Reading Pro-
gram: For each row you complete on the Win-
ter Reading Bingo card, the library will donate 
one can of cat or dog food to Portland Food 
Bank. The more people read and complete our 
kindness challenges, the more they’ll help out 

area pets. Stop in to the library between January 
and February to pick up a bingo card. When you 
complete a row, email jrenk@portlandct.org or 
post a picture to the library’s Facebook or In-
stagram pages and write whether you want to 
donate a can of cat food or dog food. 

Online Storytime: Tuesdays, Jan. 26, Feb. 9 
and Feb. 23, at 10 a.m., via Zoom. Share sto-
ries, songs and other activities. Registration is 
required for each week, and space is limited. A 
Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours of 
each program. 

 Dog Party: Thursday, Jan. 28, at 3:30 p.m., 
via Zoom, for grades K-5. Show off your own 
four-legged real and stuffed friends. At the end 
of the party, kids will make a craft; supplies can 
be picked up in advance of the program. Regis-
tration is required and a Zoom link will be sent 
within 24 hours of the event. 

Adult Programs: Portland Forum: Thurs-
day, Jan. 28, 10:30 a.m., via Zoom. The book 
Tomorrow Will Be Different: Love, Loss, and 
the Fight for Trans Equality by Sarah McBride 
will be discussed. McBride was elected to the 
Delaware state senate last fall, becoming the 
first transgender state senator in the country. 
Copies of the book are available at the library. 

First Congregational Church News 
First Congregational Church of Portland is 

a member of the United Church of Christ de-
nomination, and is an Open and Affirming con-
gregation. It is located at 554 Main St.

Weekly worship services are recorded in the 
church sanctuary and available on the church’s 
YouTube channel (First Church of Portland, 
CT). Virtual church school is offered weekly by 
Ann Labby, Director of Christian Education.

Although meetings are being held via Zoom 
videoconferencing, the congregation is actively 
engaged in missions, education, study, and fel-
lowship. In cooperation with Streetfire Minis-
tries’ efforts to feed the hungry in Middletown, 
the Missions Board will provide a dinner of 
sandwiches and chicken noodle soup on Thurs-
day, Jan. 28. The Prayer Shawl ministry contin-

ues to provide knitted prayer shawls to mem-
bers and friends in need of comfort. 

The January Zoom Bible Study will be held 
Thursday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m. Anyone interest-
ed in joining the Bible study may contact the 
church office, 860-342-3244. The church’s an-
nual program and budget meeting will be held 
Sunday, Jan. 31 at 11 a.m. via Zoom videocon-
ference.

Anyone wishing to be added to the mail-
ing lists (both electronic and postal service) 
of this congregation should email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net, or leave a message at 860-
342-3244. For more information, look for the 
church on Facebook at The First Congregation-
al Church of Portland, or visit www.firstchurch-
portlandct.org.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is currently closed to the public until further no-
tice. Staff is still working, however. For more 
information call 860-342-6760 or email Mary 
Pont at mpont@portlandct.org or Carol Revicki 
at crevicki@portlandct.org. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 
8-11 a.m. 

Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger: 
While lessons at the center are currently on 
hold, seniors may take online lessons with 
Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natu-
ral Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email 
bivenne@yahoo.com.

T’ai Chi with Tom Cushing: Thursdays, 
10-10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Cost is $40 per eight-
week session, payable to Portland Senior Cen-
ter. Call the senior center if interested. 

Senior Poetry Contest: The 28th annual 
Gerard F. Melito, Senior Citizens Poetry Con-

test is now open to residents of central Con-
necticut age 65 or older. All poems received are 
published in a booklet, distributed to each par-
ticipant and local libraries. To register and for 
full contest details, contact the Waverly Senior 
Center. 

Stay Connected: The objective is to help 
disabled adults age 18 and up and older adults 
age 60 and up connect with medical providers, 
community, family and friends during COV-
ID-19, using assistive technology (AT) to foster 
improved communication. All five Area Agen-
cies on Aging will assist with the screening 
process to select individuals who would gain 
the most from technology help. Contact the Wa-
verly Center for full details.

Musical Program: Saturday, Jan. 31, 2 p.m., 
via Zoom. Lynn Tracey, professional musician, 
will play and sing songs of a century, including 
genres of jazz, rock, folk, blues and more. Full 
details to follow.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The Rev. John Antonelle is 
pastor, Dana Garry is deacon and Jeanne Samo-
lik is director of music. The church office can 
be reached at 860-342-2328. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org.

Weekend Masses: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks 
is required. Social distancing and all COVID-19 
regulations are followed.

Online Mass: Each weekend, the 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass is livestreamed. Visit the the par-
ish website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 

a.m.-3 p.m. 
Faith Formation Program: Classes are be-

ing held virtually at this time. For more infor-
mation, call Faith Formation Director Susan 
Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Mass in Honor of Blessed Mother: First 
Saturday of every month at 9 a.m.

Baptisms: First and third Sunday of every 
month at 1:30 p.m. Call the parish office to 
make arrangements.

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday at 
4-4:45 p.m. If this time is not convenient, con-
tact Antonelle.

Blessings of Marriages: During Masses on 
the first weekend of every month.

St. Mary Ladies Guild: Meetings held every 
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m., with 
the exception of winter months. For more infor-
mation, contact President Marilyn McGrath at 
860-342-1137.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catho-
lic men are invited to contact Mark Creighton at 
860-308-0603 to join.

Community Outreach: Food may be 
brought to the church office for the Portland 
Food Bank.

Trinity Episcopal
Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., will 
not hold any inside Sunday services or Church 
School while Portland is a COVID-red zone town.

Weather permitting, drive-in church parking 
lot services are being held at 9 a.m. Sundays. 
The church is also continuing its 10:30 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday services indefinitely. Additional 
information on church services or Bible study 
opportunities is at trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Weather permitting, a free drive-in movie, 
42, will be shown in the church parking lot Sat-
urday, Jan. 23, at 6 p.m. 

The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Any group meeting 
at the church must follow current COVID-19 
protocols including wearing masks and social 
distancing.

For more information on church activities or 
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458. 
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Hebron Insurance
860.228.8500

Compare & 

Save $ With a 

Free Quote!

We are 
Independent.
We sHop your 
Insurance yearly.

We offer the
Best Coverage at the
most Competitive Rate 
from a Top-Quality 
Company.
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FREE quote today! R
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Proposed School Budget Could ‘Choke a Horse’
by Sloan Brewster

Superintendent of Schools Thomas Baird last 
week presented his 2021-22 proposed budget – 
a package that come in a whopping 6.46% over 
current year spending.

The proposed $12.30 million budget would 
be an increase of $747,000 over the current 
year’s $11.56 million approved budget.

Baird told the school board at a meeting held 
via Zoom last Thursday that the two biggest 
drivers of the budget were the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic and an uptick in enrollment 
– which he said was an unanticipated side ef-
fect of COVID-19. He said that, as the virus has 
spread, people have moved from larger cities to 
smaller towns like Hebron.

“I don’t think we can begin talking about the 
2021-2022 budget without identifying the el-
ephant in the room here, which is COVID and 
how we have to continue with mitigation strat-
egies and how that adds uncertainty and adds 
cost,” he said, adding that next year’s plans in-
clude planning which of those strategies to con-
tinue and which to sunset.

Relative to COVID-19, Baird said there was 
$190,704 or 1.65% budgetary impact.

“If COVID wasn’t happening right now we 
would likely be coming to you and saying we 
need to increase the budget by $550,000 or 
about 4.81%,” he said.

COVID-19-related operational costs thus far 

have included hiring additional nurses and in-
creased custodial staff, bus monitors, increased 
compensation for substitute teachers, an addi-
tional bus and the purchase of personal protec-
tive equipment, desk shields, cleaning products, 
hand sanitizer and signage, Baird said. The dis-
trict has received federal and state grants to help 
cover these costs.

In total the district has received $259,698 
toward expenses related to COVID-19, Baird 
said. The first $12,368 allocation of was award-
ed in June. In August, a $200,311 Coronavirus 
Relief Fund came in. Then, in December the 
district received an additional $47,019. 

As the virus has been spreading, city resi-
dents have been packing up their belongings 
and moving to small towns such as Hebron,  
causing an influx of students in Hebron schools 
next year Baird said. 

In planning for the current year’s spending 
plan, the projected student population was 639 
while next year’s number is projected at 687, an 
increase of 48.

Multiplying that number by the district’s 
$16,070 per pupil cost would translate to a 
$771,360, or 6.67% increase, Baird said but 
the actual increase he is proposing based on 
the higher number of students is $319,480 or 
2.76%.

In enrollment-related expenses, Baird said he 
anticipates a large kindergarten group and will 

need to purchase furniture for the classroom to 
compensate for those students. He also said the 
district will need to retain an additional teacher 
that is currently in fifth grade but next year will 
teach fourth.

The district will also need to fund for more 
paraprofessionals, he said.

Capital improvements Baird proposes will 
run $51,290 and include replacing the district’s 
clock system and a new generator at Hebron 
Elementary School, Baird said. Contractual and 
other changes will cost $185,590.

Baird also discussed a possible preschool ex-
pansion that he did not include in the budget, 
saying that adding one additional class next 
year would cost about $90,000.

Gilead Hill School Principal Katie Uriano 
said normally there are between 10 and 20 stu-
dents on the waiting list for preschool – from 
which they get selected via a lottery. However, 
in the current school year, due to COVID-19 
space restrictions, there are fewer pre-k stu-
dents than usual, and there is no one on the 
waiting list.

In a discussion after the presentation, board 
members joked about Vice Chair Christopher 
Aker’s reaction to the increase.

Aker said that while he understood the reason 
for the spike, he was still surprised. 

“The 6.46% increase, I choked on,” he said.
“I knew you would, Chris; I think I told them 

that,” school board chair Heather Petit said.
Board member Joseph Zuzel told Aker that, 

during Baird’s presentation, “I was scrolling 
through my screen to see your face.” 

Aker said he had his screen off at the time.
“But I choked on it,” he said. “That’s just 

really hard to process. Of course, the COVID 
funding and all that is entailed in that – that 
needs to be honored. But, my God, that’s really 
[high]. … That can choke a horse.”

Baird said the numbers actually went down 
since the administration looked them over.

“The two biggest challenges we have are the 
COVID, which I feel we have no control over, 
and the increase in student enrollment,” he re-
iterated.

Petit said the influx of students was a good 
sign for the district.

“Our school system, our staff, our teachers, 
it’s a reputation that precedes us and people 
move here for the schools,” she said. “You’re 
talking 50 students, which is wonderful.”

The board will continue to review the bud-
get through February with a tentative date for 
adopting it on Feb. 4 and is scheduled to send it 
to the town by Feb. 12.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center remains 

closed due to COVID-19 quarantine, but has 
announced the following. For more information 
and full program descriptions, call 860-228-
1700, visit hebronct.com and select “senior 
center” from the “town departments” menu, 
or search for Russell Mercier Senior Center on 
Facebook.

COVID-19 Vaccine Information: Call 
877-918-2224 Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. to schedule an appointment at 
a vaccination clinic or register online at dph-
submissions.ct.gov/OnlineVaccine. People may 
also call Hartford Healthcare at 860-972-4993. 

AARP Tax Preparation: The status of the 
program, typically hosted at the senior center, 
is still pending. AARP is evaluating the poten-
tial options for assisting seniors with tax prep. 
When more information becomes available, it 
will be posted online and in the Rivereast, or 
people may also call the senior center at the end 
of January. The senior center said there will be, 
at the least, online assistance available. There 
is a chance no in-person preparation will take 
place, the center said.

Virtual U with AARP CT: Dr. Henry C. 
Lee Crimes & Investigations Six-Part Train-
ing Series: Offered by AARP CT in collabora-
tion with the University of New Haven, Henry 
C. Lee College of Criminal Justice & Forensic 
Sciences, International Association of Financial 
Crimes Investigators (IAFCI), the CT Chapter 
of the IAFCI and the Coalition for Elder Jus-
tice in CT. Registration required for each virtual 
program. Programs are:

Dr. Henry C. Lee – The Science of Solving 
Cases: Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2 p.m., register at aarp.
cvent.com/DrLeeJan26.

Dr. Claire Glynn – Forensic Genetic Geneal-
ogy: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 12:30 p.m., register at 
aarp.cvent.com/GlynnJan27. 

Lisa Dadio, MS, MSW – Cold Case Investi-
gations: Thursday, Jan. 28, 12:30 p.m., register 
at aarp.cvent.com/DadioJan28.

Dr. Amanda Gore – Wildlife & Environmen-
tal Crimes Investigation: Tuesday, Feb. 9, 12:30 
p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/GoreFeb9.

Anthony Whitledge – The Evolution of Cy-

bercrime Investigation: Thursday, Feb. 11, 
12:30 p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/Cyber-
Feb11.

Dr. Declan Hill – Gambling with America’s 
Future: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 12:30 p.m., regis-
ter at aarp.cvent.com/DeclanFeb24.

Meals Available for Pick-Up: The senior 
center offers frozen congregate meals from 
CRT for pick-up. On Mondays you will receive 
four frozen meals, two milks, sides and snacks 
for a suggested donation of $12 ($3 per meal). 
Seniors must call to sign-up for each week’s 
meals by 3 p.m. the prior Thursday. Meals are 
for ages 60 and older, from any town, and are 
to be heated and consumed at home. Meals will 
be distributed outside and can be curbside pick-
up. Pick-up times are 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., 
but with prior approval an alternate time can be 
arranged. Delivery is also available. Each per-
son will need to complete a Form 5, but senior 
center staff can offer assistance in filling it out. 
To sign up, call 860-228-1700 ext. 202 or email 
aroczniak@hebronct.com. Anyone picking up 
the meals must wear a mask and adhere to CO-
VID-19 guidelines. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the 
winter heating costs for a household’s primary 
heating source. If the household’s primary heat-
ing costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. Benefits are available 
to households with incomes up to 60 percent of 
the state median income. A liquid assets test is 
an additional basic eligibility requirement. Due 
to the current COVID-19 crisis, all applications 
for energy assistance will be completed over the 
phone; there will be no in-person appointments. 
Call the center for more details.

Monthly Newsletter: Available at He-
bronCT.com; select “senior center” from the 
“town departments” menu click on the senior 
center page. You can also sign-up to have the 
newsletter emailed to you automatically each 
month; click the link on the senior center page 
and add your email address.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, 22 Main St., has announced 

the following pieces of news. For more informa-
tion, call the library at 860-228-9312.

Lobby Pickups: While the building is closed, 
many of its services are still available for use. 
The library is operating lobby pickup of materi-
als during normal business hours: Monday and 
Wednesday, noon-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Friday, noon-4 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Electronic resources 
like Overdrive, Kanapy and Hoopla are available 
24 hours a day. Visit douglaslibrary.org or look 
for the library on Facebook for updates.

Suffragettes in Corselettes: The Grounded 
Goodwife will present “The Evolution of Un-
derwear & Our 19th Amendment” Tuesday, Jan. 
26, at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. The history of wom-
en’s underwear will be discussed. The 1910s 
saw an end to the hourglass figure with a tiny 
waist, and women were able to breathe and move 
more freely. Explore if the demise of tight lac-
ing helped women gain the right to vote in 1920. 
Registration is required with a valid email ad-
dress. Register anytime on the calendar page at 
douglaslibrary.org or call the main desk during 
business hours.

Children’s Department: The library chil-
dren’s department is in full swing. Browse the 
online catalog to see all the new selections. Fic-
tion and non-fiction titles are available for lobby 
pick-up. In our lobby, there are also children’s 
activity kits. Due to demand, the library is add-
ing single selections weekly.

Kill-A-Watt Meter: These devices allow resi-
dents to calculate the energy usage of appliances 
in their homes and identify which may be caus-
ing spikes in their monthly bills. A library card is 
required to borrow a meter, accompanied by an 
instructional guide, for one week.

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return any items to 
the outside book and DVD drops. These items 
are put in quarantine for 48 hours prior to check-
ing in, and will be backdated upon check-in. 

Placing a Hold and Renewals: Renewals and 
placing a hold on an item in the library catalog 
can be logging into your account at douglasli-
brary.org or the Acorn Catalog app on your mo-
bile device, or by calling during business hours. 
Call the library for assistance in logging into 
your account or resetting your password.
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10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33 East St., Hebron

860-228-1383

Pellets & Biobricks
Wood, Pellet & Gas Stoves
All Hearth Products & Acc.
Garage Doors & Openers

Our 29Th Year!!!

M-F 9-5
Sat. 10-4

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Columbia Glass, Inc.
Serving Eastern CT Since 1953

Cool! Broken or fogged double pane 
windows fixed FAST! Screens, Mirror,

Tabletops, Plexi, Lexan. Glass Railings,
Barn Windows, Storms & more!

860-228-8485
127 Rte 66 East, Columbia 
M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 noon
www.columbiaglassct.com
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Julia W.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open 

and Affirming Congregation located at Gilead 
Street and Meeting House Road, has announced 
the following. For more information, visit gil-
eadchurchucc.org, email the church office at 
gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call Pastor Denise 
Esslinger at the church office at 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: This Sunday, Jan. 24, 
worship will be via livestream only, at 10 a.m. 
The church has implemented a new livestream-
ing system, and people can now watch on ei-
ther YouTube or Facebook. For YouTube, go to 
www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC. Click on ‘sub-
scribe’ to be notified of future livestreams or 
new videos. For Facebook, go to tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. Recordings of services will 
be available on either platform after the service.

Upcoming Events: Silver Lake Summer 
Camp: Silver Lake has announced its offer-
ings for the summer 2021 conference season. 
Details and registration are at www.silverlakect.
org. Gilead Congregational’s Women’s Fellow-

ship is offering to pay the $150 deposit for any 
young person from the congregation who would 
like to attend Silver Lake; call Margaret Gibbs 
(860-384-4327) for more information.

Youth Group to Deliver Meals: Meals of 
ziti and sausage casseroles will be delivered 
Saturday, Jan. 30, to the Covenant Soup Kitch-
en in Willimantic. 

Bible Study on Zoom: Led by the Rev. 
Bob Woodward, the weekly study group meets 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. The group 
is discussing selected passages from Num-
bers. All are invited; come when you can. For 
more information or assistance connecting with 
Zoom, contact the church office (gcc@gilead-
church.net or 860-228-3077). 

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
The members of Christ Lutheran Church 

(LCMS) invite all to join them for Sunday wor-
ship. The church is located at 330 Church St. 
For more information, call 860-228-1152, visit 
www.CLCHebron.org or ‘like’ the church at 
facebook.com/CLCHebron for up-to-date news 
and announcements. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m., an in-
person Divine Service is held. All are invited. 
For current safety protocols and the latest pan-
demic-announcements, visit www.clchebron.
org/open. Coffee hour and in-person Bible 
study, which ordinarily follow worship, are still 
on hiatus. Details about online streams of the 
service are listed at www.clchebron.org/online.

Saturday Worship: First Saturday of the 
month at 5 p.m. This is a service for higher-risk 

individuals. There are elevated levels of proto-
cols, masks are required, and there is no sing-
ing. Communion is served. 

Online Sunday Bible Study: At 7 p.m., 
church members are gathering virtually for 
Bible study taught by the pastor. Anyone can 
participate or listen in. Information is at www.
clchebron.org/online.

Sunday School: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., in 
person and also livestreamed at facebook.com/
CLCHebron.

Youth Group and Wednesday Evening In-
Person Bible Studies: Continue to be on hia-
tus.

Early Childhood Center: Open to people of 
all faiths. For more information or current offer-
ings call 860-228-5134.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information, visit theworshipcenterct.org and 
click on the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860-
228-4442.

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., indoors. Ser-
vices are also broadcast on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut 
and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby64wph 
to access. 

Bible Study: Second Wednesday Overcom-
ers Bible Study will be held at 7 p.m. virtually 
until further notice. Call the church office for 
details on how to join. 

Praise and Prayer Night: Held at the fire pit 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. This 

night is dedicated to worship and praying for 
everyone in need in families, church and com-
munity.

Youth Group: For grades 6-12. Meets every 
other Sunday after the service; next meeting is 
Jan. 31. Email the office for meeting details: 
theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com. 

Couples Study: This group meets every 
first Saturday of the month; next date is Feb. 6. 
Current DVD session is entitled “Sacred Mar-
riage.” Book sets are available for purchase at 
the church office. Email theworshipcenter.he-
bron@gmail.com to reserve a copy.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Church of the Holy Family News
Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy 

Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the fol-
lowing times: Weekend Masses are Saturday at 
5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and weekday 
Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 
6:30 a.m. The church is located at 185 Church St. 

Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfamily-
hebron.org for more information. The church can 
be reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items year-round for the 
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, 
which provides assistance to homeless adults. 
The center is open for overnight stays with lim-
ited space for 15 guests due to COVID-19. Ad-
ditional “warming space” with 15 cots is avail-
able for guests in a building nearby with bedtime 
hours only. 

Greatest needs are: latex or vinyl gloves (L and 

XL only); trash bags (55 gallon or larger); and 
paper towels (always needed). Additional needs: 
Pine-Sol; disinfectant wipes and sprays; pens, 
black Sharpies, and highlighters; and men’s and 
women’s deodorant. The center is currently well-
stocked with clothing, hand sanitizer and hand 
soap. The center also needs a new round 50-55 
gallon trash barrel and new sheets of plywood 
to build a bench, work surfaces, and partitions. 
Gift cards of $25 to Home Depot are requested to 
fund these needs. Call the number below to offer 
assistance.

 Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry 
Room. For more information, when placing do-
nations in the Cry Room, or if you want to donate 
winter items other than those listed above, call 
Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

Preschool Lottery Applications 
Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 

Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2021-22 school 
year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
3 or 4 by Dec. 31, 2021, and are planning 
to have their children entered into Hebron’s 
preschool lottery should call the Gilead Hill 
School Office at 860-228-9458 to have an 
application mailed to them. The application 
may also be downloaded from hebron.k12.
ct.us; scroll down to the bottom of the page to 

“Quick Links” in the lower left-hand corner.
Lottery applications must be completed 

and returned to the Gilead Hill School office 
by Friday, Feb. 26. Enclose two forms of resi-
dency when you return the application. 

The lottery drawing will be held Wednes-
day, March 17, at 9 a.m., via Zoom. The 
Zoom link will be sent to all parents and or 
guardians prior to the lottery date. Applicants 
will be notified of their acceptance or waitlist 
status by phone.

Resident Joins Real Estate Firm
Alex Pike of Amston 

has joined the East 
Hampton-based real es-
tate brokerage Carl Guild 
& Associates, which 
serves clients throughout 
the central Connecticut 
region. 

“We’re thrilled Alex 
is now part of the Carl 
Guild & Associates fam-
ily,” said broker/owner 
Carl Guild. “Alex’s en-
trepreneurial mindset means he sees complex 
problems with a solution-oriented approach, 
and his experience working in landscaping and 
technology will provide him with the ability to 
uniquely guide clients through the real estate 
transaction.” 

Pike began his professional career while still 
in college by launching a virtual reality tech 
startup, where he learned about client service, 
product innovation and mobile marketing. After 
that venture, he joined a landscaping company, 
gaining distinctive knowledge about architec-

tural elements of homes, curb appeal, proper 
home maintenance and cost-effective home im-
provements. Now, he’s combining everything 
he’s learned to create a burgeoning real estate 
business. 

“Loyalty and trust are two of the strongest 
aspects of my relationships with friends, fam-
ily and colleagues,” Pike said. “If someone puts 
trust in me to find their dream home, ideal prop-
erty or even that perfect piece of acreage, I’ll 
always give 110% back, ready to do anything to 
make it happen.” 

Born and raised in Amston, Pike said he is 
confident his local-market knowledge will be an 
asset to first-time homebuyers. “I’ve lived here 
my entire life and went to three schools in this 
town,” he says. “When you combine my knowl-
edge of these neighborhoods with the mentor-
ship and support every agent receives from Carl 
Guild & Associates, it’s a recipe for a long and 
exciting career.”

Dean’s List
Bridget Lalonde of Hebron made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Bucknell University in 
Lewisburg, Pa.

Lalonde is a member of the Class of 2023.

High Honors
Sarah Rumley of Hebron made the fall 2020 

High Honors List at Pomfret School in Pomfret.
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We offer beef, pork, chicken and
a variety of other local products.

EVANS FARM STAND
157 Oliver Rd. Lebanon, CT • 860-705-0182

Open Saturdays 9am-5pm

Text, call, or reach 

out on our social 

media outlets!
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We specialize in Farm raiSed meatS

Quarter, Half, or Whole Beef Options Are Also Available
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New School Committee Aims
to Improve Social Justice

By Karla Santos 
The Colchester Board of Education last week 

voted unanimously to establish an ad hoc com-
mittee on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion – to 
help improve social justice within the school 
district’s curriculum, budget and policy.

This ad hoc committee will be active for a 
two-year period and will work in conjunc-
tion with Colchester Public Schools while 
recognizing the mission statement of the Col-
chester Public Schools Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Committee. 

The ad hoc committee will work more at the 
board level while the Colchester Public Schools 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
works more at the district level. 

Board of Education member Joanne Rose 
presented a proposal for the committee at the 
school board’s meeting last week. The next step 
for the committee is the appointment of mem-
bers and then election of chair. 

Rose said the ad hoc group will utilize the 
same mission as the district’s Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Committee, which, according to 
the committee’s mission statement, “creates 
conditions that allow all students, staff and fam-
ilies to have a sense of belonging, inclusive of 
race, ethnicity, culture, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, socioeconomic status, religion or 
disability to assure educational equity.” 

The ad hoc committee will have areas of re-
view and possible recommendations including 
to identify best practices that support under-
standing of individual and cultural diversity, 
Rose said.  

She said committee members are expected 
to demonstrate commitment to working collab-

oratively to achieve the committee’s purpose, to 
provide perspective of what is best for Colches-
ter Public Schools while continuing to learn 
about diversity, equity and inclusion. 

Rose noted that the committee chair will re-
port the progress of the group to the Board of 
Education, and will also be responsible for pre-
paring a final report with recommendations as 
appropriate for the education board’s consider-
ation. The meetings will be scheduled once the 
ad hoc committee is up and running.

The ad hoc committee will also work in con-
junction with Colchester Public Schools and 
with the existing Board of Education subcom-
mittees. Rose said she anticipates that the com-
mittee will do some research to identify best 
practices. 

“I do believe that we have an existing sup-
porting structure that will allow this committee 
to function very well,” Rose said.

Board of Education Chair Mary Tomasi said 
the ad hoc committee meetings will be public; 
people are “certainly welcome to come and give 
their questions or concerns to the committee,” 
Tomasi said. 

Superintendent of Schools Jeff Burt said oth-
er members of the Colchester Public Schools 
could also attend the meetings for input.

“It’s a collaborative process,” Burt said. “If 
you structure it correctly, then folks from those 
other subcommittees could all be a part of this 
committee and can see that collaborative nature 
between all of our subcommittees working to-
gether to ultimately bring forward ideas to the 
committee as a whole.” 

 Blanket for CCMC… Students at Jack Jackter Intermediate School recently created 
a fleece blanket that was donated to Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. In back 
row are Behr McCormick and Alexa Goodrich, and in front row are Jacob Durfee 
and Carter Doutre.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For more information, call 860-537-
7297 or email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov. 
More information, including weather-related 
cancellations, is also at www.colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department. The Parks and Rec. of-
fice is located at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. 
To visit in person, call to make an appointment. 

Registration is required for all programs. 
For full program descriptions and to register, 
visit colchesterctrec.recdesk.com/Community/
Home. Forms and payment can also be left in 
the Town Hall drop box. If paying by check, 
place any forms and payment in an envelope 
with “Colchester Recreation” written on the 
envelope. To mail in your registration, fill out 
the registration form and mail it and a check 
to: Colchester Recreation, 127 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415. Make checks payable to 
“Town of Colchester.”

Upcoming Events: Snow People in the 
Park: Keep an eye on the Parks and Rec. 
Facebook page, as during one of the upcoming 
snowy days Parks and Rec. will hold a “pop-
up” program at the park. Parks and Rec. will 
hand out bags with everything needed to make 
snow people in the park. This is a free program. 

Spring 2021 Virtual Vendor Fair in the 
Works: Together with vendors, Parks and Rec. 
is planning a new spring book. For the spring, 
the book will be expanded to include local 
farms, gardeners, and businesses. Applications 
will be accepted through the end of February 

and the book will be published mid-March. 
Each vendor will have four pages to display 
their items for sale. Vendors should include 
information on how to make a purchase, pick 
up and pay for the items, and should also fol-
low all COVID-19 guidelines listed on the state 
website. 

Free Family Game Nights: Fridays through 
Jan. 29. Register online and then stop in the rec-
reation office to pick out your game. Just return 
the game the following week so it can be disin-
fected for a new family to enjoy the following 
week. 

Gentle Yoga: For ages 45 and up. All lev-
els of fitness or yoga experience are welcome. 
Meets Mondays, Feb. 1-March 3 (no class Feb. 
15), 4:45-5:45 p.m. Class meets via Facebook 
Live; the private link will be mailed to you af-
ter you register. Cost: $35/residents, $40/non-
residents.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship services 
in-person Sundays at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available on Zoom; visit the church website at 
westchestercongchurch.org for Zoom login in-
formation.

Safety precautions are in place to protect 
against COVID-19; pews are labeled for safe 
physical distancing, masks are required to be 
worn, hand sanitizer is available, and there is no 
singing, but music is played. 

The church has a small white wooden Bless-
ings Box in its lower parking lot, with non-
perishable food items and other helpful items 
for anyone who needs them. All are welcome to 

come and give or take a few items. 
Sunday School is not in person yet, but the 

church emails video links and mails out pack-
ages of worksheets to children for the Sunday 
School experience. Email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call 860-267-6711 to request 
Sunday School items.

Church tag sales will return; check this news-
paper and the church website for news of up-
coming events.

Virtual Author Talk 
All are invited Monday, Feb. 1, at 6 p.m., via 

Zoom, to chat with local author Gary Walter, 
who will talk about his new book Images of 
America: Colchester.

To register for this event, go to tinyurl.com/
yy2vtjf3. This author talk is cosponsored by 
Cragin Memorial Library and Colchester His-
torical Society.

This program is free. For more information, 
call the library at 860-537-5752.

Dean’s List
Colchester resident Davin Roy made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the University of New Ha-
ven.

Roy is a freshman at the school, majoring in 
exercise science and playing football for the 
Chargers.
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Serving you and giving back to the 
community since 1997!

Professional Installations:
Central Air Conditioning

Propane Pool Heaters
Boilers/Furnaces

Water Heaters
Mini-Split Systems

Oil Tank Replacements
Propane Fireplace Inserts

Kohler Generators
Duct Cleanings • Automatic Deliveries

24/7 Emergency Service
Price Protection Programs

And so much more!!

Contact Dutch Oil & Propane
at 860-873-3876 or

visit us at www.DutchOil.com

CT Lic. # S1-303161 HOD#310 HOD#909

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
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 Aches and pains are considered by many to be part of life, a 
function of aging or having been too aggressive staying active in 
your youth. But when does pain go from common to something 
that could be eased by physical therapy (PT)? The answer is 
easier than you might think. Anyone with almost any kind of pain 
that affects mobility can benefit from a thorough assessment by 
a physical therapist. A well trained PT can determine potential 
causes of pain associated with impaired movement and can 
ease the symptoms, while also getting to the root cause of 
the symptoms. From simple sprains and strains to complex 
neurological conditions, the application of specific techniques 
and movements to strengthen a patient’s muscles; to improve 
balance and coordination; to improve range of motion and 
flexibility; and, to teach the proper ways to engage in activities 
are some of the ways physical therapy can help. And, a PT will 
engage other medical specialists to address pain complaints that 
don’t respond to PT care, or that needs specialized care from a 
more appropriate member of your medical team.

 Physical therapists are trained and licensed medical 
professionals with experience in diagnosing physical 
abnormalities, restoring physical function and mobility, 
maintaining physical function, and promoting physical activity 
and proper function. Remember, you have the right to choose 
where you receive care, where it is convenient and the most 
comprehensive At ECRC–Physical Therapy “Experience 
you can trust to get results.”
 P.S. Physical therapy can benefit those who may not be 
suffered any injury by instructing clients in appropriate 
strengthening activities and teaching techniques to prevent 
injury from occurring in the first place.

AUTO  |  HOMEOWNERS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LIABILITY  |  BUSINESS AUTO  |  WORKERS’ COMP  |  BONDS

860.537.4661 
176 Norwich Avenue  |  Colchester, CT  |  GerhardtInsurance.com

TRUSTED. 
VALUED.
LOCAL.
3 Tailored Account
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Upcoming Children’s Programs at Library 
The following programs are offered for chil-

dren this month at Cragin Memorial Library. 
While the library is currently open, it is not 
hosting any in-person programming. Most of 
these programs will be conducted online. For 
more information, call the children’s depart-
ment at 860-537-7201. 

The library has a list of available craft bags 
at the Children’s Circulation Desk; supplies are 
limited and are on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.

Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. There will be 
book suggestions, baby bounces and more. Of-
ten, activity bags will be available to accom-
pany the videos.

Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on 
Facebook and YouTube. There will be stories, 
songs and more. A craft will be showcased, and 
bags will be available for pick-up. 

Exploring the Alphabet: Fridays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. Each week, 
explore a new letter of the alphabet, sing songs, 
practice writing and share books. A craft bag 
will accompany each video, bags can be picked 
up on Monday the same week as the video.

January Programs: 3D Snowpeople Craft: 
Wednesday, Jan. 27. Grab a craft bag and create 
this winter project. 

National Puzzle Day: Wednesday, Jan. 29, 

all day and for all ages. Grab a puzzle to take 
home and complete. Puzzles will vary between 
mazes, word searches and crosswords. 

February Programs: Groundhog Day 
Puppet Show: Tuesday, Feb. 2, via the library’s 
social media sites. 

Feed the Birds: Wednesday, Feb. 3, 11 a.m., 
for all ages. Celebrate National Bird Feeding 
Day with a Take & Make Bag at the library and 
watching a video to share some kindness with 
the birds by creating a bird feeder for them.

World Read Aloud Day: Wednesday, Feb. 3, 
1:30 p.m., for all ages. The recorded story will 
stay up for a week. 

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, all day, for all ages. Celebrate the 
10th anniversary of this day by coming into the 
library. There will be special Valentine Card 
Take and Make Bags and a treat.

Valentine Craft: Wednesday, Feb. 10, all 
day. All ages are invited to come and grab the 
Valentine Take & Make Craft Bag: A Love 
Monster. 

Foodie Fun: Chocolate M&M Pretzel 
Bites: Saturday, Feb. 13, all day. Kids and teens 
can pick up a Take & Make Bag, watch the vid-
eo on the library’s social media channels, and 
enjoy.

Catching Snowflakes Take & Make Craft: 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, all day, for all ages. Cel-
ebrate winter with this craft of kids catching 
snowflakes. Pick up your Take & Make Bag at 
the children’s desk.

Polar Bear Art Take & Make Craft: Sat-
urday, Feb. 27, all day for all ages. Celebrate 
National Polar Bear Day with this art craft. Pick 
up the bag and create a piece of art.

Fire Calls
From Jan. 10-16, the Colchester Hayward 

Fire Department responded to 44 calls: 39 emer-
gency medical calls, four fire/fire-related calls, 
and one motor vehicle crash (a two-car crash, 
with no medical transport). Calls included:

Fire: gas leak, one (Salem); structure fire, one 
(Lebanon); environmental emergency, one.

Medical: sick person, 10; cardiac distress, 
six; difficulty breathing, five; lift assist, three; 
fall injury, four; medical alarm, one; seizure, 
one; abdominal pain, one; unconscious, two; 
stroke, two; injured person, one; diabetic emer-
gency, one; alcoholic disorder, one.

CHFD provided mutual aid twice last week 
– once each to Salem and Lebanon. It received 
mutual aid once, from Gardner Lake.

CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 
seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker 

signs are also available to order in blue or green, 
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are 
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., 
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘de-
partments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

President’s List
Colchester residents Rossmary Cartier, 

Bernadette Holmes, Stephanie Plateroti, Ce-
cilia Romeiro and Izabela Vernali all made 
the summer 2020 President’s List at Good-
win College in East Hartford. 

 Area officials recently gathered to celebrate Nathan Liverant and Son Antiques 
and Fine Art Shop’s 100 years in business. From left are state Sen. Norm Needleman 
(D-33), Colchester First Selectman Mary Bylone, store owner Arthur Liverant, state 
Rep. Irene Haines (R-34) and state Rep. Brian Smith (D-48).

Antique Shop Honored for 100th Anniversary
On Dec. 22, a delegation comprised of state 

representatives Brian Smith (D-48) and Irene 
Haines (R-34), state Sen. Norm Needleman (D-
33) and Colchester First Selectman Mary By-
lone presented citations from the Connecticut 
General Assembly and the Town of Colchester 
recognizing Nathan Liverant & Son Antiques 
and Fine Art Shop’s 100th year in business. 

Arthur Liverant, third-generation owner of 
the shop, accompanied by two of his employ-
ees, Kevin Tulimieri and Ellen Sharon, accept-
ed the citations on behalf of his family.

In his remarks accepting the citations, Liv-
erant relayed the story of how his grandfather, 
Nathan Liverant, came alone to America as a 
11-year-old boy to find a better life. It was by 
chance that in 1912 his job delivering fabrics 

for the garment industry brought him to Col-
chester, a town he fell in love with and where he 
later settled with his wife and infant son.

Nathan Liverant founded the shop in 1920, 
originally trading scrap metal but soon ex-
panded the business to deal in old furniture and 
household goods. After 100 years, the shop re-
mains a staple in the antiques and fine arts busi-
nesses. Additional information is available at 
www.liverantantiques.com.

“Colchester is both fortunate and proud to 
have such a special family operation that spans 
generations and contributes so much to the vi-
brancy of our community. We wish this business 
continued success for more years to come,” said 
delegation members.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Catherine Galan, Re-

becca Johnson and Bridget McIntyre made the 
fall 2020 Dean’s List at the University of New 
England. Ahavath Achim News

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 
Ave., has announced the following schedule: 

Friday night Shabbat service, 6:30 p.m. on 
Zoom; Saturday, Shabbat morning service, 10 
a.m., on Zoom; Tuesday, Kabbalah class, 5:30 
p.m. on Zoom; Tuesday, Talmud class, 6:30 
p.m. on Zoom.

There are daily prayer classes on Facebook 
Live, by Rabbi Ken Alter. For more informa-
tion, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 8 
a.m.-noon Tuesday-Friday.

Dean’s List
Hanna Suarez of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the University of Kentucky 
College of Arts & Sciences.
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ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE/ELDER LAW

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping  You Make the Decisions

Asset Protection
Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester – 860-537-4400

Willimantic – 860-423-6308

Atty. Kevin 
Connors

35 Years Experience
Reasonable Fees
Judge of  Probate

(Retired)
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	 Lydia	 Lormand,	 DO,	 FACOG,	 is	 a	 board-certified	 physician	
specializing	 in	 obstetrics	 and	 gynecology.	 She	 completed	 her	
ObGyn	 residency	 at	 Baystate	 Medical	 Center	 in	 Springfield,	
Massachusetts,	after	earning	her	Doctor	of	Osteopathic	Medicine	
degree	from	New	York	College	of	Osteopathic	Medicine,	and	her	

Welcomes
Dr. Lydia Lormand

Manchester OBGYN Associates 

We are opening a new office in Colchester!

121 Broadway Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 649-1120

www.womenshealthct.com/manchester-ob-gyn-associates

Bachelor	of	Science	degree	from	Binghamton	University.	As	a	resident,	she	received	the	
Practicing	 the	Art	of	Medicine	Award,	which	 is	given	to	 the	chief	resident	who	displays	
a	 strong	 ability	 to	 integrate	 the	 foundation	 of	 evidence-based	 medicine	 with	 clinical	
intuition,	empathy,	and	compassion.
	 As	a	women’s	healthcare	provider,	Dr.	Lormand’s	mission	is	to	provide	comprehensive	
healthcare	 to	women	 through	 puberty,	 the	 reproductive	 years	 and	menopause,	 and	 to	
make	women	feel	comfortable	and	try	to	take	away	the	fear	and	anxiety	that	can	associated	
with	ObGyn	care.		 In	 her	 spare	 time,	 Dr.	 Lormand	 enjoys	 reading	 murder	 mysteries,	
traveling,	scuba	diving,	playing	volleyball	and	spinning.
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Our prOviders are:  Daniel S. Welling, M.D., Lon P. Manfredi M.D.,
Lawrence Arky, M.D., Aziza Omrani, M.D., Carla R. Gunn, M.D,

Ariel Herron, CNM, Aron Mavros, CNM, Karrian Benejan, CNM,
Jaime Liebig, CNM, Mary Guinan, CNM, Virginie Eklund, CNM

We	offer	full	scope	Obstetrics	&	Gynecology,	Midwifery	Care,	Contraception	&	Family	
Planning,	Menopause	Management,	Pre-conception	Counseling,	Infertility,	Colposcopy/	
LEEP,	In-Office	Surgery,	Robotic	Surgery,	AIUM	Accredited	In-Office	Ultrasound,	3D	
Mammography,	Prepared	Childbirth	Classes,	and	Certified	Lactation	Consultant

— AdditionAl office locAtions —
388 West Center St.,  Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

6B Fieldstone Commons, Tolland
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Plan ahead for 2021
Buy • Sell • enjoy

For Real estate Success
Call Carolyn Kress

“Your Full Service Real Estate Agent”

Carolyn Kress 860-908-4716

Free Market analysis
Staging
Professional Photography/aerial
Marketing

 New Registrars Sworn In… On the morning of Jan. 5, Republican registrar of vot-
ers Sheila Tortorigi and Democratic registrar of voters Karen Romero were each 
sworn in during a small ceremony at the Colchester Town Hall. First Selectman Mary 
Bylone was present while Town Clerk Gayle Furman swore in each registrar. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, what would have normally been a ceremony with guests was 
a very small private event. From left are Bylone, Romero, Tortorigi and Furman. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following programs and 
events. Most programs are on Zoom; to learn 
more about join them, or for full descriptions 
of any program, call the center at 860-537-3911 
or email csc@colchesterct.gov. The center is 
online at www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 
More information about senior trips can also be 
found online.

Monday, Jan. 25: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 
11 a.m., Learn to Sign with Ruth on Zoom.

Tuesday, Jan. 26: 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi on 
Zoom; 11 a.m., Adult Coloring; 12:30 p.m., In 
the Know with Patty Watts on Zoom; 1:30 p.m., 
conference call bingo; 7:30 p.m., Senior Center 
Building Committee on Zoom.

Wednesday, Jan. 27: 9:30 a.m., Coffee Talk 
with Ruth on Zoom; 10 a.m., Making Memories 
on Zoom; 7 p.m., AARP Webinar Wednesdays 
– Getting to Know Your Area Agency on Aging.

Thursday, Jan. 28: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 
11 a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom; 6 p.m., AARP 
Caregiver Roadshow for Connecticut Families.

Friday, Jan. 29: 10:30 a.m., Community 
Conversation with the First Selectman on 
Zoom; 11 a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom; 1:30 
p.m., International Cooking Demo on Zoom.

Upcoming Programs: Snowman Decorat-
ing Contest: All are invited to create a one-of-
a-kind snowman. Mini Styrofoam snowmen 
will be provided for people to decorate however 
they like. There will be winners for Funniest, 

Most Unique, and Most Beautiful. Participants 
have until Feb. 26 to complete their snowman 
and submit a picture for judging. Call the office 
to set up a time to pick up your snowman starter 
kit for $3.

Community Conversation with the First 
Selectman: Friday, Jan. 29 10:30 a.m., via 
Zoom. First Selectman Mary Bylone will dis-
cuss COVID-19 in Colchester, announce town-
wide events ,and more. Bring your questions. 

International Cooking Demo on Zoom: 
Morocco: Friday, Jan. 29, 1:30 p.m., via Zoom. 
Follow along at home or simply watch a dem-
onstration on how to prepare Moroccan Harira 
Stew, a dish featuring chickpeas. Call or email 
the senior center for a recipe and shopping list.

Colchester Senior of the Month: Each 
month, beginning in February, the senior center 
will give one or two of its members the spot-
light to tell more about themselves. If interested 
in being the February Senior of the Month, call 
Ruth at the senior center.

Learn to Sign with Ruth: Mondays, 11 
a.m.-noon. This course teaches the basics of 
how to communicate with sign language. No 
prior experience necessary. 

Walking Group: Wednesdays, 10 a.m., 
weather permitting. Social distancing and 
masks required. 

Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with 
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Senior 
Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; Sit-
tercize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; Tai 
Chi: Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

Cragin Virtual
Book Club

The Cragin Memorial Library Virtual 
Book Club will meet Monday, Jan. 25, at 
6 p.m., via Zoom. This month, the club 
will read J. Ryan Stradal’s book The Lager 
Queen of Minnesota. Copies are available 
for checkout at the adult circulation desk at 
the library, 8 Linwood Ave. 

Registration is required for this free pro-
gram; to do so, visit tinyurl.com/y2azrcor

For more information, call the library at 
860-537-5752. 

Colchester Federated 
Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz.

The church remains closed to the public un-
til further notice. The church has canceled in-
person worship and Sunday School until dis-
ease rates decline in Colchester. Worship will 
be offered via Facebook Live at 9 a.m. Sunday 
mornings by a small worship team and Sunday 
School lessons will be shared virtually with 
families. 

Virtual worship can also be found at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the “Wor-
ship & Sermons” tab.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skin-

ner Rd., has announced the following pieces of 
news. For more information, call the church at 
860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. Abun-
dant Life Church is a Christ-follower church 
that believes salvation through Jesus Christ.

Weekly Sunday Service: The church con-
tinues open door services on Sundays. Facial 
masks while roaming and social distancing 
guidelines are followed, including only allow-
ing less than 50 attendees. Sunday School is at 
the church at 9:30 a.m., with the main service 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the church if you 
would like to attend.

The service is also broadcast live on Face-

book, beginning at 10:30 a.m., with a special 
children’s program included. Go to www.face-
book.com/groups/abundantLifeCT or look for 
the church on Facebook. For more information 
or if unable to connect, call the church at 860-
537-3082.

Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a 
group of faithful members at Abundant Life. If 
you are in need of prayer for healing, financial 
issues, troubled family members, life-control-
ling habits, or any other need, call the church 
to be placed on its prayer list. You may also 
ask about the various days and times the prayer 
groups meet and come at that time. 
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Colchester Dental Group

860.537.2351

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Personalized Financial  Options Available!
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase,  DMD, MAGD*   

Michael L. Babinski,  DMD, MAGD

Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced 
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy 

of General Dentistry and are members of the 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was 
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

WE ARE OPEN 

AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN
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please call for an appointment
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

variable discount coupon
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 off Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 off Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 off Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 off Any purchase

of $200 or more

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks extra. 
Synthetic & specialty oils slightly higher. $2.00 charge 

for fluid disposal. Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

With Your passport card – $21.95

oil/filter & lube
super special

$2695

537-2331 • 889-0304
Route 85

ColChester PerformAnCe
lIft KIts InstAlleD!

SeamleSS gutterS
weneedgutterS.com 860.563.8820
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Free estimates
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection

Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!

Bacon Academy Honor Roll
Bacon Academy has announced its honor roll 

for the first quarter of the 2020-21 school year.
High Honors with Distinction

Grade 12: Kevin Agan, Rose Andrejczyk, 
Abigail Auden, Caitlin Bagdasarian, Cayden 
Bertrand, Joshua Braga, Sarah Brigandi, Abi-
gail Burke, Brandon Cicero, Ashley Clark, 
Evan Clark, Adia Cordova, Tianna Croskey, 
Alexsea Dean, Samantha Gauthier, Terrance 
Gignac, Clare Gillerlane, Tyler Graham, Sarah 
Grant, Hailey Groene, Shannon Hickey, Lo-
gan Hubbard, Eric Kananowicz, Justin Kelsey, 
Raven Kunz, Chloe Lawley, Delaney Lima, 
Emma Mallett, Luke Maynard, Sydney Mi-
kalonis, Noah Mikkelson, Russell Pajor, Kellen 
Paparella, Paul Perkins, Sean Preston, Meghan 
Purcell, Avery Raber, Dillon Rakowski, Ethan 
Ratzer, Ava Sanchez, Andrew Smith, Harrison 
Snow, Griffin Sullivan, Sean Swanke, Julia Ter-
ranova, Atharv Thaker, Colton Vasseur, Leslie 
Vazquez, Brianna Waters, Alexander Weddall, 
Paula Yanez, Olivia Zumpano.

Grade 11: Adrian Aivaliotis, Caleb Ar-
buckle, Michael Barnett, Samuel Blumberger, 
Austin Brown, Faith Chantres, Samantha Cia-
glo, Connor Gordon, Brennan Hester, Oliva Ig-
nazio, Matthew Kranc, Adam Lesinski, Jordan 
Malloy, Emma Mancuso, Vincent May, Sarah 
Newton, Sokheta Nguon, Luke Pennella, Mor-
gan Prates, Madison Simone, Christopher Ste-
phenson, Caitlin Wargat, Aidan Zimmitti.

Grade 10: Jazmin Adams, Oliva Adams, 
Danielle Benoit, Henry Callan, Amber Capaldi, 
Kaylie Couch, Jillian Filloramo, Grace Galar-
neau, Grace Gorreck, Camryn Grasso, Neely 
Hart, Robert June, Meaghan Malone, David 
Marino, Heather Martyszcyk, Layla Meekins, 
Ryan Moores, Zachary Perreault, Isabelle Rich-
ards, Kaitlyn Romprey, Ian Sargent, Kaitlyn 
Tracey, Krista Tracey, Connor Tuttle, Samantha 
Willauer.

Grade 9: Shayla Babcock, Carolyn Baehr, 
Kayla Balser, Allison Bartiss. Mia Belcamino, 
Abigail Belding, Madison Brown, McKayleigh 
Capone, Sarah Churchill, Samantha D’Atri, 
Emily Ferrigno, Taylor Gerst, Gracie Gladding, 
Brady Gould, Xavier Gudelski, Matthew Hara-
simowitz, Taylor Herboldt, Jara Hester, Leah 
Hochholzer, Rose Johnson, Mariam Kasli, 
Sana Kasli, Madelyn Koziol, Alexa Lebiszczak, 
Emma Liberty, Johannes, Liebenberg, Christo-
pher Lusignan, Gabriel Mahon, Neil Malloy, 
Maya Mancuso, Michael Marino, Kaylee Mar-
shall, Melinda McKenzie, Sophie Melmed, Lu-
cas Mieszkowicz, Caitlyn Neves, Zenovia Pan-
teloukas, Rohan Patel, Eric Prates, Tyler Pulse, 
Audra Putorti, Leah Putorti, Dina Sehl, Sarah 
Skilton, Jazlyn Small-Yu, Chelsea Smith, Ki-
era Stewart, Shea Sweet, Olivia Tellar, Meghan 
Walsh, Juan Yanez, Amaya Zavistoski.

High Honors
Grade 12: Lucas Baldinger, Elijah 

Blanchard, Mason Candler, Elijah Colon, Jason 
Consiglio, Kyla Craig, Auden Demers, Kailee 
Dickinson, Olivia Donahue, Jamie Greene, Jack 
Grimord, Julia Grottole, Jayden Guerra, Kassi-
dy Hambrecht, Nathan Hebert, Erin Holt, Avi-
anna Ibrahim, Brandon Kauffman, Jack LaRo-
sa, Michaela Longo, Natalie Maynard, Kaitlyn 
Moody, Catheryn Neudecker, Braeden O’Brien, 
Nicholas Paggioli, Grace Palmer, Lauren 
Peake, Julian Prignano, Megan Reading, Mal-
lory Scherff, Elena Smith, Ty Stanchina, Kira 
Swain, Emily Tellar, Samantha Uccello, Jarod 
Underberg, Cody Woodcock, Kiki Zeng. 

Grade 11: Leah Balser, Josiah Banks, Jo-
siah Banks, Kyle Brogden, Alexandra Brown, 
James Brownson, Sarah Caley, Ryan Claffey, 

Tyler Cottrill, Tyler Couture, Erin Dalton, Cay-
lin Davids, Ella Dubiel, Gianna Duckworth, 
Annie-Mae England, Kelly Goodwin, Matthew 
Guerriere, Cole Harrison, Wilson Hathaway, 
Jade Hostetler, Alajah Jimenez, Gracyn Kane, 
Scott Kardys, Yuki Liu, Nicholas Mancini, Aid-
an McLoughlin, Sage Muenzner, John Novak, 
Jasmyne Ouellette, Josiah Perkins, Jordan Rog-
ers, Sophie Rose, Jordyn Scutnik, Alexandra 
Skilton, Joely Stella.

Grade 10: Joshua Ambrose, Annalia Beni-
tiez-Goodale, Brianna Berthiaume, Megan 
Braga, Hailey Brault, Cecelia Carnelli, Olivia 
Carnelli, Madison Crook, Maya Crowell, Aus-
tin Dinsmoor, Jaden Espejo, Daniel Eveleigh, 
Catherine Field, Grace Graff, Olivia Hunger-
ford, Michelle Jolly, Samantha Kinsey, Isabella 
Kress, Matthew LaRosa, Anna LeGault, Lillian 
Litwinko, Brandon Losier, Vivian Lubinsky, 
Chloe Marshall, Theresa Mathieu, Colin Ol-
brias, Justin Pajor, Brooke Rodgers, Kaitlyn 
Sierra, Evan St.Louis, Megan Swanke, Jordyn 
Tassmer, Michael Vilardo, Mia Voiland, Miran-
da Waters, Isabella Wood.

Grade 9: Chloe Alfieri, Illiana Blanco, Angel 
Bravo Almanza, Logan Brown, Jonah Brown-
son, Ashlee Carmody, Kevin Claffey, Jonathan 
Curry, Allison Deane, Avatar Disher, Olivia El-
liott, Andrew Ferrigno, Aaron Fidrych, Garrett 
Geleney, Maya Goodwin, Brett Guntulis, Sa-
mantha Hipsher, Grant Johnson, Sean Jolly, Ai-
sha Kasli, Jace King, Gabriella Korczak, Theo-
dore Koutsofavas, Logan Lammey, Shannon 
Lovegrove, Kaie Quimby, Samuel Ringuette, 
Lourzinais Sosa Torres, Brianna Taskey, Luke 
Torneo, Dylan Ward, Amanda Waters, Daniel 
Wozniak.

Honors
Grade 12: Emily Albert, Rachel Alexander, 

Naomi Amin, James Anderson, Julia Baehr, 
Abigail Boislard, Brooke Bordeau, Owen Bur-
ton, Natalie Caballero-Negron, Isabella Car-
nelli, Sarah Chantres, Jake Chapman, Hannah 
Dornfried, John Filloramo, Joshua Gladding, 
Dylan Graham, Emma Hajdasz, Amy Jones, 
Samantha Lang, Kara Lawley, Paige Lawrence, 
Rose Macijauskas, Mallorie Mancini, Cath-
erine Marburger, Patrick Mawhiney, Kaylea 
McCourt, Jack McIlduff, Logan Micelli, Owen 
Mocksfield, Cameron Parola, Coral Perreault, 
Riley Peters, Michael Pimenta, Jason Prais-
ner, Braedon Rhodes, Sara Rosenthal, Sophie 
Schroll, Caitlin Shea, John Spaulding, Jordyn 
Strong, David Talbot, Sarah Vilardo, Victoria 
Violette, Rexford Welch. 

Grade 11: Peyton Adams, Makayla Babi-
neau, Laney Barrett, Daniel Blanda, Emma 
Ceruti, Reed DelMastro, Connor Denecour, 
Brynne Dobek, Amayah Dyer, Emily Far-
rington, Sean Gannon, Payton Guntulis, Sky-
lar Gustavsen, Aiden Gyngell, Nicholas Lang, 
Ashley Lizotte, Valerie Luizzi, Heather Mar-
vin, Matthew McCune, Isabel Murphy, An-
drew Navickas, Darren Nelson, Kayla Pimenta, 
Maryanne Ringuette, Elspeth Robertson, Jes-
sica Schuth, Zachary Starks, Bethany Stein-
man, EvelynToennes, Harrison Wells, Jennifer 
Whipple.

Grade 10: Matthew Ashley, Julia Barrow-
Boekweg, James Chiaverini, Trinity Corna, 
Andrew Darling, Mackenzie Dean, Aidan Fritz, 
Charles Gionfriddo, Sophia Goodine, Nicholas 
Guire, Allyson Hickey, Jack Holmes, Steven 
Laliberte, Jake Martino, Charlotte Murphy, Ari-
el Nair, Marissa Nudd, Gwyneth Reagan, Dante 
Ricci, Mason Romanowski, Michael Shoemak-
er, Samuel Steinman, Jacob Suszek-Bavone, 
Drew Tassmer, Joselyn Thomson, Julius Totten, 
Paige Tyrrell, Peter Wrinn.

Grade 9: Carson Brown, Emyliah Colon, 
Noah Crowell, Makayla Gale, Kayla Hall, 
Emily Harmon, Owen Ibey, Quincy Lawley, 
Alexander Mauldin, Dylan Opalenik, Saniyah 
Otero, Sebastian Santini, Holden Serrambana, 
Cara Shea, Ethan Siborg, Shane Strzalka.

Historical Society to Host Book-Signing

 There will be a book-signing this weekend of Images of America: Colchester. The 
book features almost 200 historic images of Colchester, each with captions, all captur-
ing the history of the town. The book includes this image of the 1911 fire devastating 
Merchant’s Row. 

The Colchester Historical Society will host a 
book-signing of Images of America: Colches-
ter, by author and Society Collections Chair-
man Emeritus Gary Walter, on Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 23 and 24, from noon-2 p.m., at 
the Colchester History Museum, 24 Linwood 
Ave. 

The book features almost 200 historic images 
of Colchester, each with captions, all capturing 
the history of the town. The book is part of the 
Arcadia Publishing series celebrating the his-
tory of neighborhoods, towns and cities across 
America. Walter has created an overview of 
Colchester history from the late-19th century to 

the mid-20th century. The Colchester Historical 
Society is selling the book for $20, undersell-
ing the current retail price (including Amazon). 
Proceeds from the book enable the society, a 
nonprofit organization, to operate a free mu-
seum and offer programs about Colchester his-
tory.

Copies of the book will also be available at 
the museum throughout on January, on Sat-
urdays and Sundays from noon-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 5-7 p.m. The museum is 
adjacent to Cragin Memorial Library. There is 
free parking behind the museum and the library.

C3 Programs Starting Soon
C3 has opened registration for upcoming 

programs. Programs are best suited for families 
with children birth to age 8. 

First up is a monthly stroller walk on Thurs-
day, Jan. 28, at 1 p.m., at the Air Line Trail off 
Route 149. Joyful Noises Outdoors, featuring 
physically-distanced outdoor activities with 
music, movement, games and stories for chil-
dren ages 2-5, returns the first week of February 
at Ruby Cohen Woodlands. Additionally, parent 

workshops on the Circle of Security, designed 
to help parents understand how to read their 
child’s behavior and identify their needs, will 
be provided virtually beginning the first week 
of February. 

More parent workshops on Temperament and 
Love Languages are coming soon as well.

Registration is required. For more informa-
tion, visit colchesterc3.org or register at col-
chesterc3.jumbula.com.
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Tax Deferment Program
The Board of Selectmen recently voted to 

defer taxes with application and offer the low 
interest rate program. 

Gov. Ned Lamont through an executive order 
is allowing municipalities to provide tempo-
rary tax relief options for their community in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The tax 
deferment program covers any tax, water and 
sewer bill that was due Jan. 1. The program is 
designed to provide a three-month deferment 
period for the payment of taxes, without inter-
est. 

To defer your taxes, you must complete the 
OPM M-COVID19 form and submit it no later 
than Feb. 1 to the tax collector’s office. PDF fill-
able forms can be found at www.colchesterct.
gov/tax-collector. Forms submitted after Feb. 1 
will not be eligible. 

For more information, call Tax Collector Mi-
chele Wyatt at 860-537-7210.

Drive-Thru
Polish Dinner

St. Joseph Polish Club will have a Drive-
Thru Polish dinner to benefit the Madonna 
Place Friday, Feb. 12, from 5-6:30 p.m. 

Dinner includes pierogis, galumpkis, 
kielbasa, and rye bread with butter. Tick-
ets are $15 and only sold at the club, 395 
South Main St. Advance ticket sales only.

Tickets cannot be purchased online or 
emailed.

Program Offers
Tips on Organizing

Cragin Memorial Library will offer the vir-
tual program ‘Reduce Your Stress: Get Orga-
nized!’ Thursday, Jan. 28, at 6 p.m. Profes-
sional organizer Sandra Wheeler will share key 
organizing tips to help people in their home or 
office.

The program is free and sponsored by 
Friends of Cragin Memorial Library. To regis-
ter, visit tinyurl.com/ycwqszaq.

 Rotary Donates to Food Bank… The Colchester Rotary had funds remaining after 
fulfilling all the needs for ITS Thanksgiving baskets, and recently presented Colches-
ter Food Bank with a check for $2,118.54. The town food bank provides needed food 
for those that can use a little extra help throughout the year. Thank you to all who 
generously contributed. Pictured is Stephanie Turbes, social services coordinator at 
Colchester Youth and Social Services, accepting the donation for Colchester Food 
Bank.

CYSS News and Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-

nounced the following. For more information 
and full program descriptions, contact CYSS at 
860-537-7255 or youthservices@colchesterct.
gov. Register online at www.colchesterct.gov/
youth-social-services. Registration is required 
for every session of each program due to the 
current COVID-19 guidelines. 

The Learning Lounge: Mondays-Fridays, 
8:30-11:30 a.m., for grades 6-8. This program 
provides middle school youth space to complete 
their distance learning. Socially-distanced work 
stations and support will be provided. Limited 
availability. 

Youth Uprise: Wednesdays, 12:30-1:30 
p.m., at the Youth Center, for grades 9-12. High 
school students come together and discuss 
unity, diversity, civic engagement and making 
a change.

School Nutrition
Program Update

Thanks to a USDA grant, all students and 
children under the age of 18 can get free break-
fast and lunch. This will be in effect until the 
last day of school in June. 

Note: milk is included in every meal; howev-
er, if a student wants to buy just a milk, the cost 
is 65 cents. For those interested in grab-and-go 
meals, which are also free, pick-up is at William 
J. Johnston Middle School from 12:30-1 p.m. 
on in-school learning days and 10-10:30 a.m. 
on distance learning days. 

Grab-and-go meals will not be available on 
days when students do not come to school be-
cause of inclement weather.

Any questions can be directed to Leanne Ra-
nheim, nutrition coordinator, at 860-537-9421 
ext. 381 or lranheim@colchesterct.org. 

Chanski said everyone is hopeful that their 
fellow Americans will follow suit and get the 
shot, so everyone can “get [their] freedom 
back” and pandemic restrictions can be eased.

Since March, though staff tries to retain nor-
malcy, life at Colebrook has altered, Chanski 
said.

Staff members “keep after everyone” to make 
sure they wear masks and remain socially dis-
tant, Beck said. When someone comes in con-
tact with the virus, they quarantine.

Visits take place either outside or in desig-
nated areas that are sanitized before use by the 
next group, Chanski said. Weekly bus rides to 
bring residents to the grocery store and pharma-
cy have been replaced by a staff member taking 
orders and going on shopping trips alone  

“It’s one person going to the store and pos-
sibly coming in contact with the virus, [as op-
posed to] 30 people,” Chanski, who has taken 
on the responsibility, said.

Entertainment has shifted to outdoor con-
certs when weather permits and when it does 
not, musicians perform from a vestibule in the 
tavern where Chanski put in a heater. Socially-
distant residents listen through speakers inside.

There are other activities as well, including 
exercise classes, brain-aerobics and bingo, just 
with smaller, socially-distant groups and over-
flow seating in multiple rooms to accommodate 
everyone. 

The facility’s holiday party looked a bit dif-
ferent than in past years with no family mem-
bers present, Chanski said. But all the residents 
were there sitting at tables in the tavern, com-
munity room and dining rooms, enjoying hors 
d’oeuvres from a cart.

★ Vaccines cont. from page 1
“So no one was up and milling about, they 

were seated and socially-distant,’ Chanski said. 
“Is it how I want it to be next year? No, but in its 
COVID craziness it was beautiful. Everything 
is just through a different lens this year.”

Beck, who hails from Rhode Island but 
moved to Hebron to be closer to her children, 
said she enjoys weekly scenic bus tours from 
the village with folks occupying seats alone 
rather than doubling up

“I go out and take all these rides and look 
at the countryside,” she said, adding that she 
was surprised at how much farmland there is in 
Connecticut and by all the rock walls dotting 
the landscape.

Beck said she lives in a first floor unit, which 
is more active than the upstairs floors. When 
she sits in her apartment she keeps the door 
open and folks greet her as they pass or stop in 
the doorway to chat.

“I can’t see being closed up in a room – an 
apartment,” she said.

Beck said she especially misses going out to 
restaurants and while her family comes to see 
her at the facility, she’s eager to go to and see 
them. 

“I’d like to get to my children’s home in Port-
land,” she said. “Just to visit or even sit outside 
their house, with the home feeling.” 

In September, Colebrook stood out among 
senior communities as having had no cases of 
COVID-19.

Residents are tested weekly and as of Tues-
day, there were no active cases in the building, 
Kauffman said. 

“We’ve made the best of this and we’ve actu-
ally done quite well,” he said.

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover

 Colebrook staff – including Scot Kauffman, the director of sales and marketing – 
also rolled up their sleeves to receive vaccinations.
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

11 North Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424
860-365-5746

www.platinumnaturalcbd.co
Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12 - 5pmlnstagram Facebook

follow us for exclusive deals

Wide range of effective products 
available at an affordable price

• CBD Oil
• Tea
• Smokables
• Edibles

• Topicals
• Pet Treats
• Coffee

Soothing, Tasteful & Smooth

10% Off
your purchase
of $30 or more
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com
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Dreaming of 
crystal blue water 

The Caribbean is a good destination
to test the waters of travel.

and salty sea breezes?

Travel with confidence again!

Great 

booking 

incentives 

available!

Resorts have strived 
to meet the improved 

safety protocol.
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 East Hampton Public Library’s new 
adult/young adult librarian, Stephanie 
Smith, will work to answer the town’s 
many requests for more adult-oriented 
programming.

New Town Librarian Fulfills Long-Absent Position
By Jack Lakowsky

East Hampton Public Library last month 
welcomed its new adult/young adult librarian, 
a position unfunded and vacant for almost 20 
years that the Town Council reinstated for this 
fiscal year.

Stephanie Smith will help spearhead the de-
velopment and improvement of library services 
to adults and teenagers, including new pro-
grams for those age groups. 

According to East Hampton Library Director 
Ellen Paul, the community has long requested 
new programming marketed towards these 
adult and young adult demographics. 

When Smith’s predecessor was promoted 
nearly 20 years ago, the town left the position 
vacant. In her 2020-2021 budget narrative, Paul 
said it’s unclear why the position was never 
filled.

Smith previously worked at the Meriden 
Public Library and Otis Library in Norwich. 
She completed her graduate school internship 
at the Hamden Public Library. Smith earned her 
master’s in library science from Philadelphia’s 
Drexel University in 2018.

Smith started in East Hampton on Dec. 14.

Having grown up in Prospect (near New Ha-
ven), Smith in a Jan. 12 conversation with the 
Rivereast said she knows “the small-town vibe.”

“I love it here, everyone knows each other, 
it’s a true community,” Smith said of Belltown. 
“Everyone introduces themselves to me and 
seems really excited.”

Of her workplace, Smith said “There’s defi-
nitely a sense of momentum.” 

Multiple reports in the Rivereast and from 
Town Manager David Cox have described the 
library’s continuous growth, with both materi-
als’ circulation and activity participation on the 
rise. 

Library circulation in December was up 3% 
from Dec. 2019, according to a Jan. 8 town 
manager’s report to the town council. 

Last year Paul, library staff, and the town 
library board developed a strategic, multiyear 
plan for library improvements and innovations. 
They also distributed to patrons a few surveys 
to gage community wants and needs. 

In responses to its January 2020 survey, the 
library received almost 80 requests for more 
adult programming, according to Paul’s docu-
ments.

All this work has set Smith up for success. 
“I can tailor what this job is to what the com-

munity wants,” said Smith. 
Smith said this information is especially 

helpful because looking through archives to 
find what her predecessors had done likely 
wouldn’t result in many helpful finds. 

“Libraries look completely different than 
they did 18 years ago,” said Paul in the Jan. 12 
interview, echoing Smith. “We’re in a far more 
digital space. For example, we just started an 
Instagram account that’s going very well.”

Paul said she continues to receive requests 
for adult programming. She said even during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, locals haven’t lost 
interest in safely gathering for leisure and rec-
reation. 

Smith will also do a little surveying over her 
own. 

“I plan to do a lot of outreach in this position, 
making sure I know what patrons want, as well 
as what [local] businesses and organizations 
want,” said Smith. “I don’t exactly know what 
that looks like quite yet, but I have a vision of 
where I want to go. Nothing at this point is set 
in stone; it’s a little more fluid and will change 
as I get to know the community more.”

Paul extended thanks and gave credit to the 
town council for reinstating this position, which 
has expanded the library’s capacity. 

Paul said, a few weeks ago, the Community 
Foundation of Middlesex County donated to 
each library in the county $1,000 with a single 
stipulation: use it for something fun. 

“Having Steph here means we can do more 
with that money,” said Paul. “We’re going to 
use it quickly on something to bring joy to peo-
ple’s lives during a dark period.”

Paul said her staff is in the nascent stages of 

planning a town wide, life-size version of the 
popular board game, Candyland. 

Paul said Candyland works for all ages. Its 
colorful confectionery motif delights children, 
while the game’s longevity makes it sentimental 
and nostalgic for adults. 

“Building huge lollipops and candy and 
a gameboard stylized for East Hampton and 
designing the activities will be an incredible 
amount of work,” Paul said. “There’d really be 
no way to do that without Stephanie here.”

Grant Applications Due in April
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects designed to enrich 
residents’ lives through the arts. Deadline to ap-
ply is April 1.

There are two $500 grants available. Grants 
will be awarded to East Hampton individuals or 
organizations the commission determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 

denied; applicants can resubmit.
Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 

organizational quality of the organization and/
or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success, and the organization’s or 
project’s accessibility and service to the East 
Hampton community. 

Grant recipients must credit the East Hamp-
ton Arts and Culture Commission on all press 
releases, posters, print advertising and pro-
grams. 

An interview may be requested of the candi-
date prior to awarding the grant. A progress up-
date will be required six months after the award 
date, with a final report required one year after 
the award date.

Visit www.artsforeasthamptonct.org for ap-
plications; mail them to Town Manager’s Office, 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or email to arts@easthamptonct.org.

Capstone Grant Program
 The East Hampton Arts & Culture Com-

mission (EHACC) is accepting applications 
from East Hampton High School juniors and 
seniors for a $200 grant to support an annual 
East Hampton High School capstone project.

 The grant will help support one student’s 
proposed capstone project, a multifaceted 
assignment that serves as a culminating aca-
demic and intellectual experience for students. 
Capstone projects may take a wide variety of 
forms including a long-term investigative 
project that culminates in a final product, pre-

sentation, or performance.
 Applicants for the EHACC Capstone Grant 

will be invited to present his/her Capstone 
Project idea to commission members during 
an agreed upon commission meeting. Dead-
line to apply is Feb. 1.

 Applications are available at www.arts-
foreasthamptonct.org and can be submitted 
to arts@easthamtponct.org or can be mailed/
dropped off at the Town Manager’s office 
at East Hampton Town Hall, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.

Correction
In a photo caption in last week’s Rivereast, 

Dave Shulman was misidentified as an East 
Hampton Lion. The East Hampton Lions 
nominated him for Humanitarian of the 
Year, but he is not a member of the Lions.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Haddam 
Rd (mailing address: P.O. Box 81) Middle Had-
dam, will not hold regular Sunday services until 
further notice. Services will be conducted each 
Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church School at 11 
a.m. Both services are available on Zoom.

The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge, 
the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard oversesdes Chil-
dren’s Ministry, and Martha Alimi is the music 
director.

For more information or if in need of pastoral 
assistance, call the church at 860-267-0287 or 
visit www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com.

Congregational
Church News

Due to the number of COVID-19 cases in 
Connecticut, The Congregational Church of 
East Hampton, UCC, is once again holding all 
services via Zoom. Current and past services 
can be accessed at www.cc-eh.org. All are wel-
come.

The Teen Youth Group will resume its month-
ly meeting Friday, Feb. 26, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Students in grades 6-12 are welcome.

For more information, visit the church web-
site or call 860-267-4959 during office hours, 
Tuesday-Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. In case of 
pastoral emergencies, the Rev. Jim Latimer can 
be reached at 610-568-2480.
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Retirement & Income Strategies
Estate Strategies • Annuities & Protection Strategies
Business & Retirement Plans • Saving for Education

Member SIPC

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
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The Difference Between
All-Season and Winter Tires

 All-season tires are designed for a smooth, quiet 
ride in most conditions. Many all-season tires do 
great in the rain and bare pavement year-round. 

While a set of all-season tires can offer some traction in light snow and 
the occasional winter storm, they’re not designed for deep snow, ice, and 

Tim Feegel, Service Manager

Tim’s Tips

Emissions Testing on Saturdays 
by appointment only!

cold weather (when temperatures stay below ~45º F).
 Winter or snow tires are designed for prolonged 
winter conditions, including snow, ice, and slush. 
The tread compounds in those tires stay softer 
and more flexible in cold weather. This improves 
traction, handling, and control when temperatures 
dip below ~45º F. Additionally, the biting edges of the 
deep, wide, and jagged tread on snow tires maintain 
traction in the harshest conditions. A winter tire 
that includes studs can add even more traction when 
driving on icy roads. Come see us at Belltown for a 
variety of tire options to keep you safe this winter!

Superintendent Asks for 3.27% Budget Increase
By Jack Lakowsky

Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith last 
week proposed a $32.2 million 2021-22 budget, 
an increase of 3.27%, or $1.1 million, over the 
current year. 

The meeting was the first of four budget 
workshop meetings the board will have up until 
Feb. 22, when it will vote on whether to send 
the budget request to the Town Council.  

The board will hold its next workshop at 
its Jan. 25 meeting, where administrators will 
present their needs in further detail. 

Smith told the board he hasn’t requested any 
new staff for the upcoming budget year. For this 
current budget year, the town’s board of finance 
and town council approved four new teaching 

positions. 
Smith said considering this and the economic 

hardships of the COVID-19 pandemic, “this is 
the year to just keep what we have.” Smith in 
his budget document emphasized that the dis-
trict can’t afford to lose any teachers either. 

However, there will be a significant jump in 
the cost of Chromebooks for students, a figure 
of $102,500, or 0.32% of the whole requested 
increase. 

This cost will help the district maintain a 
1-to-1 student/computer ratio, an effort consid-
ered by the school board and town council to be 
especially important because students have had 
to learn at home due to the pandemic, according 

to Smith’s budget information. 
Smith said the Chromebooks are now a “rec-

ognized staple” of education. 
The district is requesting 425 new units to be 

distributed among students in grades 1, 5 and 9. 
In the past, Chromebooks have been ordered for 
incoming sixth-grade students for use through-
out middle school, and to ninth grade students 
for high school use. Devices were then dis-
persed in grades K-5 as appropriate. 

With the 1-1 initiative, all students in grades 
1-12 have access to Chromebooks. Students 
also use Chromebooks in school classrooms.

In the new distribution plan, students will 
keep the same device for four years and are 
responsible for any major damage or repairs. 
Chromebooks have a six-year lifespan before 
Google stops updating them. Because the dis-
trict buys new Chromebooks, units can last up 
to five years.

As expected, contractually-obligated salary 
increases and hikes in the cost of medical insur-
ance make up about 85% of the board’s budget 
each year, according to Smith. 

Certified salaries, including those of teach-
ers and administrators, will increase by about 
$484,000, almost 3% more than last year. Sal-
ary increases make up about 75% of this year’s 
requested increase, Smith’s information reads.

Transportation was another item that carried 
with it a hefty increase, about $150,000, or al-
most 11% more than the current year’s budget.  

Smith said this figure is artificially high, as 
last year the district did not run summer school 
busses, reducing costs, but making this year’s 
obligatory increase seem that much larger. 

Republican board member Jim Radavich 
pointed out that the district’s bussing contract 
is up in 2022 and asked if the schools can nego-
tiate a better price, and if transportation prices 
will stabilize soon. 

Smith said the contract will be up for discus-
sion in late summer or early fall of 2022, and 
talks will be heavily subject to economic con-

ditions at that time. He added that he does not 
expect prices to stabilize, as bussing companies 
have said they’ve incurred heavy losses due to 
the pandemic and are trying to make up for lost 
revenue. 

In a Tuesday follow-up phone call with the 
Rivereast Smith said the board at its upcoming 
Jan. 25 meeting will discuss possibly extending 
the contract’s duration with Dattco, thereby al-
lowing for smaller yearly price increases. 

Smith said overall, Dattco has been a good 
business partner. 

The superintendent said the “dramatic” in-
creases in transportation cost are a result of East 
Hampton beginning to pay market rates similar 
to those paid by most other towns. 

For years, Smith said, the district benefited 
from a local bus firm who was able to offer 
schools below-market prices. The owner of the 
East Hampton company retired and has since 
passed away.

“This last contract put us closer to what other 
towns are paying, so increases are much larger 
than [East Hampton] is used to,” said Smith. 

Wreaths Across America Recap
Wreaths Across America was held Sat-

urday, Dec. 19, at sites across the country – 
including the Veterans Memorial across the 
street from the East Hampton Fowler-Dix-
Park Post 5095.

The Wreaths Across America public cer-
emony in East Hampton was canceled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Linda Wallace, 
who launched the East Hampton ceremony 
of Wreaths Across America in 2008, said, “It 
was certainly a hard decision, but we all felt 
that we should alter our plans for the 2020 
ceremony to keep our townspeople safe and 
well. However, it just didn’t feel right to can-
cel altogether. So we decided to have a small 
private ceremony with just our color guards 
and our military wreath-bearers.”

Ceremonial wreaths were placed in the 
name of seven branches of the service: Army, 
Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard, Mer-
chant Marines, and a wreath for the MIA/
POWs. Each year, there is also a wreath for 
the late Gov. William A. O’Neill, an East 
Hampton resident, who served in the United 
States Air Force as a tail gunner during the 
Korean War. 

Each year, a new theme is chosen to help 
volunteers and supporters focus their messag-
ing and outreach in their own communities. 
The theme for 2020 was “Be an American 
Worth Fighting For.”

Wallace has announced that the next 

 Linda Wallace speaks last month at 
the local Wreaths Across America cer-
emony, held at the Veterans Memorial 
across the street from the East Hampton 
Fowler-Dix-Park Post 5095.
Wreaths Across America ceremony will take 
place Saturday, Dec. 18, at noon. It is always 
a free event and open to all (conditions per-
mitting). For more information on how to vol-
unteer locally or sponsor a wreath for a hero, 
contact Wallace at lindawallace37@aol.com.

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands, a ministry of Cornerstone Bi-

ble Church, is open the first and third Saturdays 
of each month. The ministry offers free gently-
used clothing, household items, books, linens 
and more to community members in need. 

Due to COVID-19, all must sign up for a time 
slot and wear a mask when entering. To regis-
ter for a time slot, call 860-918-0784 or email 
jholm225@sbcglobal.net, on the Sunday before 
the open Saturday.

Helping Hands will accept donations only on 
the first and third Saturday of each month.

President’s List
Ethan Powers of East Hampton made the 

fall 2020 President’s List at Nichols College in 
Dudley, Mass.
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Richard Shonk

TAX SERVICE
860-295-9343

rljshonk@yahoo.com
www.rlsglobalconsultinginc.com
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-Theo 

R
E

1-
22

-2
1

Winter Special
Computer TuneUp
Regular $79 – $49

Contact me if you are 
interested in Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate

Interest Rates are at Historic Lows!
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If you are thinking of selling, now is 
a great time as inventory is very low.

https://www.zillow.com/profile/toddhatfield/
for Zillow reviews and testimonials

Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924

State Accepts Town Application
to Improve Water System

By Jack Lakowsky
Town Manager David Cox told the Town 

Council at its Jan. 12 meeting that the state has 
accepted the town’s eligibility application for 
the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

The application will now be reviewed by the 
state Department of Public Health to decide if 
the state will fund half the $20 million price tag 
for water system improvements, with the other 
half to be funded by the town. 

With the application accepted, East Hamp-
ton is “in line” at the state level to authorized 
to receive the $10 million. Upon authorization 
the town will set out to find a contractor to help 
draft concept plans. 

The town also received a $250,000 grant last 
year to help cover costs of the work. 

The Town Council unanimously voted to 
submit the application in late October 2020. 

Both Cox and members of the council have 
said drinking water quality and availability are 
longstanding issues in East Hampton. 

In an early October Town Council meeting, 
Cox said his contacts at the state level have said 

East Hampton will be prioritized due to its per-
sistent problems. 

The town seeks to expand both its Royal 
Oaks and Village Center water systems to in-
clude service to the Route 66 corridor. 

In the town’s application, Public Utilities Ad-
ministrator Scott Clayton wrote the proposed 
projects would benefit the town’s existing water 
system and its commercial district, but also that 
“municipal funding approval may be an imple-
mentation obstacle.” 

According to Clayton’s information, these 
improvements, if completed, would benefit 
about 700 East Hampton residents. 

The eligibility application, Cox told the 
council, would not commit the town to any 
project, but rather allows the state to “earmark” 
funds for the town when aid distribution begins. 
This documentation “officially” presents East 
Hampton’s issues to DPH. 

Cox said, when and if this the application re-
ceives final approval further details and project 
minutiae will be figured out. 

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has made the following announcements. For 
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All patrons age 2 and 
up are required to wear masks that cover their 
nose and mouth in the library and observe so-
cial distancing. If unable or unwilling to wear 
a mask, call the library to schedule a curbside 
delivery. 

Stories and Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
via Zoom, for ages 1-5. No registration re-
quired. 

Family Bedtime Stories: Mondays at 6:30 
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This program 
combines stories, songs and literacy activities. 
Siblings, pajamas, and stuffed animal friends 
welcome. No registration required; just drop 
in.  However, you can register online to receive 
weekly reminders for storytime.

Virtual Afterschool Programs: Footprints, 
Fribrarys, and Fundays: The library offers 
fun and educational after school programming 
for children in grades 2-5 on Fridays during the 
school year, and Monday Fundays for middle 
school students on select Mondays. Program-
ming takes place at 4 p.m., and all programs are 
over Zoom. Registration required.  The sched-
ule is: Footprints, for grades 2-3, Jan. 29 and 
Feb. 19; Fribrary, for grades 4-5, Jan. 22, Feb. 5 
and Feb. 26; Monday Fundays, for grades 6-8, 
Jan. 25, Feb. 8 and Feb. 22.

Mindful Movements: Thursdays, 10 a.m., 
via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This is an early literacy 

program for child and caregiver that combines 
singing, dancing, and whole body movement. 
Siblings welcome. For weekly reminders and 
recordings, register online.

Teen Advisory Tuesday: Next meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, 3 p.m., via Zoom. For grades 
8-12. In this online program, students will come 
together to plan and create events and programs 
they want, and provide input to expand the li-
brary’s YA/Teen collection. The Teen Advisory 
Board requires a monthly commitment and par-
ticipation; upon registration, teens will receive 
an application and agreement to be completed 
prior to the first meeting. Registration and ap-
plications are being taken now.

Book Club: Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 6:30 p.m., 
or Thursday, Jan. 21, at 2 p.m. – both online 
via Zoom. The Great Alone will be discussed. 
Copies available for check out at the circulation 
desk. Register online for the Zoom link. 

Waiving Fines and Fees: The library will 
waive all fines and fees for the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

E-Books and E-Audiobooks: The library 
currently offers two different eBook and eAu-
dio platforms. Visit the eLibrary tab on the web-
site for more info. 

E-Book Library Cards: Don’t have a li-
brary card and you’re and East Hampton resi-
dent? Sign up on the website for an eBook li-
brary card to access all of the library’s online 
resources.

 GOP Makes Donation… The East Hampton Republican Town Committee has 
donated $350 to the East Hampton Food Bank. GOP members who staffed the polls 
during the 2020 presidential election, and helped the registrars process absentee bal-
lots, contributed their pay to the food bank. Lori Wilcox, representing the RTC, is 
shown here presenting a $350 check to East Hampton Food Bank coordinator Sandy 
Fries. All residents are welcome to attend RTC meetings, held the third Tuesday of 
the each month via Zoom. Email EHCTGOP@gmail.com for info. 

Scholarship Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. There 
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in 
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Had-
dam and the RHAM school district. 

There are no restrictions or qualifications; all 
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your 
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Isabella E. Iorio 

and Keagan J. Fields made the fall 2020 
Dean’s List at the University of Scranton in 
Scranton, Pa.

Iorio is a senior forensic chemistry major 
in the university’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences, and Fields is a sophomore kinesiol-
ogy major in the university’s Panuska Col-
lege of Professional Studies.

We Need To Talk…
Is it time to think about Medicare?

*Are you planning to retire?
*Are you retired and turning 65?

*Are you over 65 and losing insurance?

Let’s schedule an appointment and talk.
There is no charge for my service.

Cynthia DelFavero
860-922-5691 • cynthia@mededcon.com C
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Your Medicare Solution Specialist!

Servicing & Assisting Seniors
for over 25 years

Turning 65?
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Us Today!
7 Dickinson Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350
www.medicareinfo-ct.com

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE1-8-21

Delicious Lunch Specials Daily!

Spinach Potato & Cheese
Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese

with or without sausage

StuffeD BreaDS & StromBoLiS!

Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Valentine Cookies & Cupcakes

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

Your Ad
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860-633-4691

Congregational Church News
The Sunday worship service at Marlborough 

Congregational Church is livestreamed every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. through the church website, 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org, and follows the usual 
order of Sunday worship. 

Regular participants include church pastor 
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski, 
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians 
and participants from the church and commu-
nity. A Message for the Children by Christian 
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson 
is given immediately following the worship ser-
vice. 

Sunday services are recorded and available 
for viewing on the church website later that 
same day. All previous worship services can be 
viewed through the webpage.

Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church 
office at 860-295-9050.

Mission-giving for January will go to the 
Marlborough Food Bank. If donating, make 

your check payable to MCC, note “first quarter 
missions,” and mail to the church at P.O. Box 
57, Marlborough, CT 06447.

The church’s 274th annual Financial Meet-
ing will take place Sunday, Jan. 24. Voting on 
the 2021 budget and financial and statistical re-
ports will be done via email. To receive a report, 
contact the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org or 860-295-9050.

All students in grades 5-7 are invited to Ju-
nior Youth Group. Next meeting is Thursday, 
Jan. 28, for board and card games and outside 
play at the church. Facemasks are required. For 
more information, contact Gwen Lawson at 
gwendolynn78@yahoo.com.

Amazon Smile donates .5% of purchases 
back to the church when you sign in using 
smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1038392. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning 
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New 
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Historical Society News
Marlborough Historical Society has an-

nounced the following pieces of news: 
Architectural Surveys: The society is con-

tinuing to conduct architectural surveys of the 
historic structures throughout the town. For 
more information, email mhs@marlborough 
history.org or write to the society at MHS, P.O. 
Box 351, Marlborough, CT 06447.

2021 Calendars: Calendars are available for 
purchase either online at www.marlboroughhis 
tory.org or at 17 School Drive. Cost is $18. 

Reflections Into Marlborough’s History: 
Marlborough’s complete 296-page history book 
is once again available for purchase. Cost is 
$50. More information is at www.marlborough 
history.org.

Lost in History: The historical society is 
looking for any photographs of South School. 
The school was located close to where the exit 
15 off-ramp is now. It was standing in the 1930s 
but abandoned. People are asked to contact the 
society if they have any photographs that may 
depict this school.

Donations and Proceeds: Marlborough 
Historical Society is a nonprofit organization. 
To make a tax-deductible donation to aid in its 
historic preservation efforts, visit www.marlbor 
oughhistory.org or mail to Marlborough His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 
06447. All proceeds from sales of calendars and 
the Reflections book go to support the society.

Cardboard Cutouts
at Church

A community-wide fundraiser is being 
sponsored by Marlborough Congregational 
Church – parishioners in the form of card-
board cutouts.

Worship services are livestreamed Sun-
days at 10 a.m. through mcc.marlcong-
church.org with only church pastor the 
Rev. Bob Faulhaber, organist Dave Mulli-
gan, and a technical staff in attendance. So 
that Faulhaber won’t need to preach to an 
almost empty sanctuary, there are plans to 
have “Pew People” fill the seats using pro-
fessionally-made life-size photo cardboard 
cut-outs.

All ages are welcome to participate, 
including church and family members, 
friends, people from the community and 
beyond. There is a $50 minimum donation 
per cutout. 

For details, contact the church office at 
office@marlcongchurch.org or 860-295-
9050. 

New Collection 
at Arts Center

Marlborough Arts Center has received a 
large collection of many of the works of art-
ist Jacob Pell, a former Marlborough resi-
dent. 

Pell was born in 1898 in Ukraine, and af-
ter immigrating to the U.S. began his artis-
tic career in New York City, working there 
from 1913 through 1931. His second phase, 
from 1931-1955, was as resident in Marl-
borough, from where he then studied in 
Paris and was later a muralist for the WPA.

President’s List
Noah Dubitzky of Marlborough made the fall 

2020 President’s List at Southern New Hamp-
shire University in Manchester, N.H.

Honor Roll
Kayla McCaffrey of Marlborough made the 

fall 2020 Honor Roll at Spokane Falls Commu-
nity College in Spokane, Wash.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

School Budget Season Will Be Complicated
By Karla Santos 

At a public forum last week, Superintendent 
of Schools David Sklarz said the upcoming 
budget season will be complicated, thanks to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sklarz told those in attendance at the Board 
of Education will first determine what kind of 
increase would be needed in the general operat-
ing budget – and then would look at any addi-
tional COVID-19 related expenses.  

Sklarz said with a pandemic it is more dif-
ficult to make budget assumptions, but that 
school officials need to make them, in order to 
be prepared for challenges.   

“We’ll navigate it and put it together in an 
organized way so we really compare apples 
and apples and oranges with oranges,” Sklarz 
added. 

Kerri Barella, a staff member of the school, 
requested that the board considers hiring an ad-
ditional teacher “to help with remediation for 
the children that are falling through the cracks.”  

She explained that during the pandemic, 
some children, who do not qualify for special 
education are not doing as well as they used 
to in school and “are not reaching their fullest 
potential.” She said many teachers who used 
to give them extra support now have their own 
classrooms.

Sklarz said the district already anticipates the 
need for an additional teacher.    

Board of Finance member Ken Hjulstrom 

asked about upcoming capital projects. Sklarz 
said he hasn’t started that yet. He said in the 
future he will have a professional examine the 
school building so the board can put together a 
capital improvement plan.  

Resident Dave Porteous said that while the 
current budget was impacted by the pandemic, 
this year the board should do the best to come 
up with a budget that meets the needs as pro-
jected. 

Board members and other meeting attendees 
also took the time to thank the school adminis-
tration for their work during these unprecedent-
ed times. 

“I just want to thank Dr. Sklarz and the board 
and of course Dan [White, principal] and Kim 
[Kelley, assistant principal] for everything 
they’ve done to support the staff during this in-
credibly-challenging time as educators,” second 
grade teacher Pamela Farrington said. 

Farrington said the staff at Elmer Thienes-
Mary Hall Elementary School appreciated the 
fact that they knew they could express their 
concerns and that the administration and the 
board were taking the time to listen and to do 
the best they could to address those issues.  

Ruth Kelly, Board of Education vice chair, re-
minded folks to “commend our custodial staff,” 
who, she said, “have gone above and beyond.”

Sklarz said school staff has all been asked to 
do a little extra and everyone has complied.   

“There has never been a better example of 
it takes an entire village to educate a child,” 
Sklarz said. 

Hjulstrom, who spoke various times during 
the meeting, said that “it was really great” that 
the school has been able to stay open for the 
entire year and kept in-class and distance learn-
ing available.  

“I really thank the teachers and the staff for 
working so hard to keep the school physically 
open,” he said. 

He also thanked the superintendent for his 
years in service as he will be retiring at the end 
of the school year.

A timeline presented during the meeting 
states that sometime between January and Feb-
ruary, the superintendent and the Board of Edu-
cation will present the building maintenance 
long-term plan to the Board of Finance. On Jan. 
28, the Board of Education will receive the su-
perintendent’s district budget. On that same day 
the board will start the budget line-item analy-
sis. On Feb. 25, the board will adopt the bud-
get and on March 1, it will be submitted to the 
Board of Finance. On April 19, the town will 
hold a public hearing on the budget and some-
time in May, there will be a referendum for resi-
dents to vote on the budget.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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Hours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
For Men, WoMen And CHildren

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
Services By Appointments Only
— including same-day appointments —
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Marlborough 
FaMily Dental

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD

Visit us at:
www.marlboroughfamilydental.com

Offering the best in cosmetic 
and family dentistry.

New PatieNts welcome!

14 Jones Hollow Road
Suite 15

Marlborough

(860) 295-8132
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447
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Kristee at Good Hair Day
offering haircuts for men and boys

call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

Men’s cut $19
Kids 14 & under $16

Military, First Responders
& Seniors $16

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203. Parks and Rec. advises people not to wait 
until the last minute to register, as the program 
may be canceled if minimum registration is not 
fulfilled by a certain date. Also, all in-person 
classes are subject to change to virtual pro-
grams based on state regulations. 

Youth Programs: Tiny Twirlers Dance 
Class: For ages 2-3 with a caregiver. Saturdays, 
Jan. 23-April 3, 8:20-8:50 a.m., or Mondays, 
Jan. 25-April 5, 5:30-6 p.m., at Dance Dynam-
ics in Hebron. Fee: $130.

Kids Quilting 101: Tuesdays, Feb. 2-23, 
3:15-4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center, 
for grades 4-8. A supply list and homework will 
be given prior to the first class. Fee: $63/resi-
dents, $68/non-residents.

Mad Science: Tuesdays, Feb. 2-March 23, 
3:20-4:20 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center, 

for grades K-6. Fee: $150/residents, $155/non-
residents. 

Artventureswithkids: Thursdays, Feb. 
4-March 25, 4:15-5:15 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center, for grades K-4. Fee: $132/resi-
dents, $138/non-residents.

Kids Private Virtual Sewing: Days, nights 
and weekends are available. Fee is $48 for a 
90-minute session.

Adult Programs: Private Virtual Sewing: 
Days, nights and weekends are available. Fee is 
$48 for a 90-minute session.

Barre/Pilates: Monday, Jan. 25, 5:30-6:15 
p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $15. 

Monday Yoga: Monday, Jan. 25, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $15. 

Tuesday Yoga: Tuesday, Jan. 26, 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $15. 

Barre/Pilates: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 6-6:45 
p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $15. 

Zumba: Thursdays through Feb. 11, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Fire Station No. 2, or choose vir-
tual instruction. Fee is $10 per week to drop in.

Richmond Library News & Notes

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. The Rev. Thomas 
J. Sas is pastor, John McKaig is deacon and 
the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. The 
church office can be reached at 860-295-0001 
or. For more information, visit www.stjfchurch.
org, or look for the church on Facebook (Saint 
John Fisher Roman Catholic Church) or Twitter 
(@StJohnFisher_CT). 

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 
a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks required. A 
maximum of 44 parishioners is able to attend 
each Mass; pre-registration required (on the 
church website via a live link available Thurs-
day mornings). Contact the parish office with 
questions. 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday and Thursday at 
8:30 a.m. Appropriate spatial distancing and 
use of masks are required and disinfectants will 
be provided.

Online Mass: Each weekend’s Mass is also 
available on the parish website, starting at 4 
p.m. Saturdays. 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Face-to-face office visits 
are limited due to COVID-19 regulations. Call 
before heading over or connect via the phone. 

Youth Faith Formation Programs: There 
are currently virtual classes and continued 
outreach; grades 1-8 should contact Faith For-
mation Coordinator Theresa Brysgel at 860-
830-2194 or tbrysgel@stjfchurch.org, and 
Confirmation Grades 9-10 should contact Con-
firmation Director Jen O’Neill at oneill.jen@
comcast.net. 

Youth Group and Youth Leadership “Teen 

Emmaus”: High school students continue vir-
tual meetings and connections. Contact O’Neill 
or information. 

Adult Faith Formation: Contact O’Neill for 
information on program offerings and virtual 
opportunities. 

RCIA and Adult Confirmation Programs: 
For more information, contact RCIA Coordina-
tor James Castellani at jcast@stjfisher.org or 
860-295-9904.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. Appropriate spatial distanc-
ing and use of masks are required and disinfec-
tants will be provided.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catho-
lic men are invited to contact Michael Schadtle 
at 860-295-9701 for information about joining 
this international charitable and service frater-
nity.

Community Outreach and Service: Bring 
food or household donations directly to Marl-
borough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday 
mornings; sandwich-making and collection 
continues on the last Thursday of the month 
for St. Vincent DePaul in Middletown; and the 
Community Garden to benefit the Marlborough 
Food Bank is underway. Other service oppor-
tunities are scheduled monthly; see the church 
website for more details. 

Someone in Need: If you or someone you 
know is in need, whether it be someone to talk 
to, someone to pray with, or anything else that 
you think the church could help with, reach out 
to Sas at 860-295-0067 or McKaig at 860-918-
4084. You can also email McKaig at dcn.john@
cox.net.

The Richmond Memorial Library building, 
located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but 
there are many services still being offered. For 
more information, call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Library2Go Curbside Pickup: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Window Browsing: While the library build-
ing remains closed to the public, the library is 
now offering window browsing for adults. Stop 
by and peek through the windows on the adult 
side of the building. If you see something you 
like, call the library during curbside hours and 
staff will check it out and run it outside for you. 
If you are visiting during hours when staff is not 

available, you can place a hold online.
Book Drop: The book drop is open. Items 

are quarantined for three days (72 hours) before 
being checked in. Overdue fines are not accru-
ing at this time. 

Curbside Printing: Email a JPEG, DOC, 
or PDF to richmondprograms@gmail.com and 
staff will print it for you. Standard printing 
charges still apply; the first two pages are free, 
then 25 cents per black and white page and 50 
cents per color page. Exact change must be put 
in a sealed envelope with your name on it and 
left in the library book drop. Staff will contact 
you when the item is available for pick-up. Al-
low up to one full business day.

Middle School Announces 
Music Initiative 

 RHAM Middle School has announced a col-
laboration with Writers Room U, a music initia-
tive designed to bring music education to stu-
dents despite limitations of singing during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

 Writers Room U will virtually bring profes-
sional songwriters and artists from Nashville 
into the classroom to work with students. Stu-
dents will learn about the writers/artists, their 
career paths, the music industry, and about the 
craft of composing lyrics and music. They’ll 
also get to hear the artists perform their original 
music.

 Dylan Brady, the first announced songwriter 
for Writers Room U at RHAM Middle School, 
said, “I am so excited to bring songwriting into 
the classrooms. This is an awesome opportunity 
to connect and educate the younger generation 
on the magic of music. I am excited to meet all 
the future hit songwriters.”

Project Graduation 
Planning Begins

Parents of RHAM High School juniors and 
seniors are invited to join AHM Youth and Fam-
ily Services’ Project Graduation Committee, as 
it begins planning for this year’s celebration.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org, 
click on “menu” and select “Project Gradua-
tion,” or contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-9488 
ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

Budget Meetings
The RHAM Board of Education will re-

view the proposed 2021-22 schools budget 
at meetings on Mondays, Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 
Feb. 8 and Feb. 22.

All meetings will be held virtually at 
6:30 p.m. Links to each will be posted on 
the schools’ and district’s websites.

Scholarship Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. There 
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in 
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Had-
dam and the RHAM school district. 

There are no restrictions or qualifications; all 
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your 
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

Free Self-Care
Video Library

AHM Youth and Family Services has 
launched its Health Matters Free Self-Care 
Video Library. 

This video library offers meditation, yoga 
flow, core fusion, Zentangle drawing, a weekly 
live Zumba Fitness class via Zoom, a nutri-
tion series, and basic exercise routines – all at 
no cost to residents of all ages in the towns of 
Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and Columbia. 
As a special exception, due to the global health 
crisis, AHM is welcoming surrounding towns 
as well.

To view the library, visit www.ahmyouth.org. 
For more information, contact Jennifer Boehler 
at 860-228-9488 ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org.
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66, Hebron, CT
HouRS: Sun. 7am-8pm; Mon. 6am-2pm;

Tues. & Wed. 6am-8pm; Thurs. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm 860-228-9375
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine

Catering • Salad Bar 
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.comRestaurant & Catering Service

$995Large 1 Item
PIzza

Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus 

Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!
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Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.

Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

Choose from oNe of The 
followiNg diNNers:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna

Chicken Piccata
Chicken Marsala

$3000 Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots

Campagna

RE1-8-21

Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Make Your Valentine’s Day
Reservations Today!

Take-OuT
alsO available

Open for Inside Dining!
1/2 capacity to ensure safety

Things To Do

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

Recognized for the best fireside dining around, 
Sadler's food, safe atmosphere and friendly service 

will surely warm your spirits inside and out.
Fireside dining -- one of life's simple pleasures. 

Treat yourself tonight.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 4-7PM!

IT'S WARM INSIDE!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
wednesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm R
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GunG Ho
Chinese and Japanese Restaurant

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Call (860) 537-3862 
for Reservations & Take Out

36 Main Street, Colchester
— Junction of Rt. 85 & Rt. 16 —

We are located across from the beautiful
Colchester Town Green & next to the Cragin Library.

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm, Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

Vietnamese Noodle Soup (Phở) 
Available Every Day

Call for Take ouT

CoMe CheCk 

uS out!

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

School Budget Proposal Calls for 8.45% Increase 
By Sloan Brewster

Across the Rivereast coverage area, CO-
VID-19 has been wreaking havoc with school 
budgeting – and Andover is no exception. Su-
perintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau has 
proposed a $4.23 million 2012-22 budget – a 
whopping 8.45% increase over the current year.

Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau 
gave her budget presentation at last Thursday’s 
Board of Education meeting. It was the new su-
perintendent’s first budget presentation to the 
district.

The $4.23 million request represents an in-
crease of $329,843 over the current year’s $3.90 
million budget. 

Bruneau projected there will be 183 students 
in Andover Elementary School (AES) – the sole 
school in the district – next year and said enroll-
ment hasn’t much changed since 2017. 

“Enrollment has remained a bit stagnant,” she 
said.

Bruneau is planning for 14 classes, the same 
number as the current year, and said there will 
be a shift in classes as a large number of pre-
schoolers will be entering kindergarten next 

year.
Since the last budget season, when former 

schools superintendent Sally Doyen presented 
her final budget before her retirement, “the 
world has changed,” Bruneau said. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic shifted Andover 
and the world to distance learning,” she said.

In addition to a new superintendent, the dis-
trict has signed a new agreement with the teach-
er’s union, Bruneau said. The district is also in 
negotiations with the union for non-certified 
staff.

Both contracts will be considered in the bud-
get, she said. 

Salaries account for $2.235 million in the 
budget proposal. In the current year, they run 
$2.165 million.

The budget will also look at new safety re-
quirements to be implemented in a post-COVID 
world and how will to implement them at AES.

Bruneau assured the board no staff members 
would lose their jobs.

One teacher is scheduled to retire and a dis-
placed teacher will move to another teaching 

position, she said. While one paraprofessional 
position has been eliminated, the para in ques-
tion will be moveD elsewhere.

“No staff member that currently works for us 
will lose a job,” Bruneau reiterated. “They will 
still be working for us, provided they want to.”

Bruneau is asking for $72,952 for preschool, 
which includes a continuation of the social-
emotional learning program, which, she said, 
was important “especially in a year like this 
year.”

She spoke of COVID-19 expenses from the 
current year’s budget that were not accounted 
for, including an additional nurse, personal 
protective equipment, dividers, a bus monitor, 
remote learning software, licenses, extra clean-
ing supplies and instructional needs, repair and 
maintenance for the heating ventilation and air 
cleaning system, other adaptions such as water 
fountains and outdoor changes, such as parking 
lot signs and relining.

“We have remained one of the few [schools] 
in the state that have stayed face-to-face,” she 
said.

The district also purchased devices for all 
students.

“We can say proudly that all of the students 
are prepared to go distance learning if need be 
because we have devices for every student in 
the building,” she said.

The district received $18,736 in the first 
round of Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Econom-
ic Security [CARES] Act and $25,000 in round 
2, Bruneau said. From Elementary and Second-
ary School Emergency Relief Funds, also part 
of the CARES Act, the district received $13,457 
for a total of $57,193.

That money is earmarked for expenses spe-
cifically related to COVID-19, she said.

Ongoing COVID-19 needs include keeping 
up with the heating and cooling system and 
faculty maintenance “while not taking from 
student supplies,” the superintendent said. For 
those items, she budgeted $261,375.

The budget also accounts for special educa-
tion costs, including $389,285 for the outplace-
ment of two students, whose needs she said 

cannot be met at AES.
“The goal is to keep them flourishing where 

they are, not just to look at it financially,” she 
said. 

While Bruneau listed some “wants” such as 
extra programming for students, outdoor equip-
ment and playground seating, they are not part 
of the budget.

“I highlighted that for a reason because I 
have to tell you this is not in the budget,” she 
said. “There are no things in here where we say 
well let’s just put it here and see. Nope. They’re 
not in there. What’s in there is needs and non-
negotiables.”

Bruneau said that while 8.45% is a “signifi-
cant number” it “doesn’t show the whole pic-
ture.” 

She pointed out that while the district re-
ceived COVID-19 relief funding it has not 
asked for additional funding during the pan-
demic and said Business Manager Laura Ed-
wards managed to reallocate money saved 
while the school was shut down for six months. 
In addition, the district realized savings by cut-
ting a bus for this school year. 

Board chair Shannon Louden said Bruneau 
made a “painstaking” effort of going through 
the budget and thanked her for an excellent job.

In other board news, Louden said Edwards 
was retiring at the end of the year and she and 
the rest of the board thanked her for her service 
to the district.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church, UCC, of 

Andover, 359 Route 6, invites all ages to wor-
ship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through the Nar-
thex. Masks and social distancing are required. 
If you don’t have a mask, a mask will be given 
to you. Sunday School for children is provided.

The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT).

For more information, call the church office 
at 860-742-7696. 

The church has a weekly Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. both via Zoom and in per-
son at the church (observing CDC guidelines 
regarding social distancing and masks). If in-
terested in attending via Zoom, call the church 
and leave a message and Nilson will send you 
the meeting link. 

The Food Pantry is Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines will be 
observed and masks are required. The Food-
share van comes to the church every other 
Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m. and will next be 

there Feb. 3. 
Annual Meeting: Sunday, Jan. 24, 11 a.m. 

The agenda is: to hear the minutes of the year’s 
meetings and take action; to hear the annual re-
ports and take action; to adopt a church goal; 
to adopt a church budget for 2021; to elect of-
ficers, and boards and committees’ members; 
to remember friends who have passed away 
during 2020; and to do and transact any other 
business that may legally come before the meet-
ing. Those who wish to attend but feel uncom-
fortable coming to the church should call the 
church and leave a message to receive the Zoom 
link. 

29th Annual Souper Bowl: Sunday, Feb. 7. 
The church is now taking preorders. Menu is: 
Gil’s Famous Chili – $8/quart or $4/pint; ham, 
turkey or tuna grinder with chips, or garden 
Salad with chips, $6 each; soda, $1. Pick-up is 
from noon-1 p.m. For more information, call 
the church office at 860-742-7696.

Andover Joins 
Sustainable Connecticut
On Jan. 4, the Town of Andover joined Sus-

tainable CT, a statewide initiative that includes 
a detailed menu of sustainability best practices, 
tools and resources, peer learning, and recogni-
tion. 

Over 68% of Connecticut’s municipalities 
are now registered to participate in Sustainable 
CT. Collectively over 36% of the state’s cities 
and towns have achieved certification. 

The Sustainable CT platform supports a 
range of actions, such as improving watershed 
management, supporting arts and creative cul-
ture, reducing energy use and increasing renew-
able energy, implementing “complete streets” 
(streets that meet the needs of walkers and bik-
ers as well as cars), improving recycling pro-
grams, assessing climate vulnerability, support-
ing local businesses, and providing efficient and 
diverse housing options. Andover recognizes 
the importance of an Arts and Cultural program, 
a strong recycling program (C.A.R.T.) and Pol-
lination Field to mention only a few possibili-
ties for the town. There is no cost to participate 
and communities voluntarily select actions that 
meet their unique, local character and long-term 
vision. After successful implementation of a va-
riety of actions, municipalities are eligible for 
Sustainable CT certification. 

The initiative was developed under the lead-
ership of the Institute for Sustainable Energy at 
Eastern Connecticut State University in part-
nership with the Connecticut Conference of 
Municipalities. Three Connecticut philanthro-
pies – The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, 
the Smart Seed Fund, and the Common Sense 
Fund – have supported the program’s develop-
ment and launch. 

“We are thrilled that Andover has joined Sus-
tainable CT. The program builds on many cur-
rent success stories in our communities to cre-
ate and support more great places to live, work, 
and play,” said Lynn Stoddard, director of the 
Institute for Sustainable Energy. “We are look-
ing forward to working with the Town as they 
pursue Sustainable CT certification.”

To view the Sustainable CT website, go to 
www.sustainablect.org or contact Cathy Pala-
zzi, Sustainable CT organizer for Andover at 
860-916-6122 for more information.

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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Obituary 
Policy

Rivereast will 
publish obituar-
ies free of charge 
if the deceased 
person is a resi-
dent or for-mer 
resident of any of 
the towns we cir-
culate in. 

Charges apply 
for obituaries of 
persons who were 
not residents. 

Contact the ad-
vertising director 
at (860) 633-4691 
for rates.

RE10-16-20

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-5783
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Obituaries 
Marlborough

Robert J. McBrair
Robert J. McBrair, 82, of Marlborough, 

passed away Friday, Jan. 8, at Middlesex Hos-
pital in Middletown. Robert was born April 
29, 1938, in Glen Ridge, N.J. He graduated 
in 1956 from Grover Cleveland High School 
in Caldwell, N.J., and Wesleyan University in 
Middletown in 1960. He resided in Marlbor-
ough for 47 years. 

Robert was diagnosed with MS in 1972. 
He retired from Exxon Corp. after 15 years 
of various marketing, management and staff 
positions. Robert never let his disability get 
in the way of his goals and dreams and his 
optimism always prevailed. He tackled chal-
lenges and obstacles with humor and faith. His 
selfless life’s mission was to make the world a 
better place. 

Robert left his fingerprint on many local 
charitable, civic, and educational organiza-
tions including AHM, AFS, FISH, RTC, 
Marlborough Zoning Commission, Richmond 
Memorial Library Association Congregational 
Church of Marlborough and Wesleyan Univer-
sity alumni association, Rotary International, 
American Petroleum Council and he was a 
U.S. Jacee National Director. He was cited by 
the Connecticut State General Assembly for 
his contributions in and around Marlborough, 
and later by Wesleyan and the secretary of the 
state and governor of Connecticut for his com-
mitment to service. Rob is remembered by all 
who knew him for his integrity, strong moral 
compass, dedication to service, his unwav-
ering love for his family and his contagious 
smile and laugh!

Robert is survived by his beloved wife of 55 
years, Judith L.; daughter, Jennifer L. and her 
husband Benjamin J. Mast of Stow, Mass., and 
grandchildren, Seviya Jordan Mast and Tucker 
Hutchins Mast; brothers, Peter S. and David 
C. and their wives, Wendy and Joy McBrair; 
a stepbrother, Jack Ruth, his brother-in-law, 
Jerry London, and their families; his dear step-
sister, Annie H. Kipp, who predeceased him.

A Celebration of Life will be announced at 
a future date. 

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made 
to AHM Robert McBrair Memorial, https://
ahmyouth.org, or the Marlborough Congre-
gational Church, https://mcc.marlcongchurch.
org.

Hebron
Eva Say

Eva (Hoyt) Say, 82, 
of Hebron, passed away 
peacefully at her fam-
ily home Monday, Jan. 4. 
Eva was surrounded by 
her loving family when 
she crossed the threshold 
from this side of eternity 
into the arms of Jesus.

Born in Eliot, Maine, 
Dec. 23, 1938, she was 
the youngest of 11 children to the late John and 
Helen (Dana) Hoyt. She grew up in Maine (in 
Eliot through Grade 5 until her family moved to 
Temple). As a young woman, she met Ronald 
Say, airman second class, at the USO in Ports-
mouth, N.H., in August of 1959. He quickly 
swept her off her feet; and the couple married 
July 3, 1960, in Temple. They were first sta-
tioned in New Hampshire, where Tonya, the 
oldest of their four daughters, was born. The Air 
Force took them to Mississippi, where Tammy 
was born, and to Nebraska, where Tracy was 
born. After almost 11 years in the Air Force, 
Eva and Ron decided to plant civilian roots in 
Connecticut, where Trisha was born. They built 
their family home in Hebron in 1967.

After graduating from high school, Eva brief-
ly attended college before training to become 
an IBM keypunch operator, which led to her 
employment with Kittery/Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. After meeting and marrying Ron, 
they began to build their family together. Eva’s 
greatest desire was to be a stay-at-home mom; 
so, as their children got older, she assumed vari-
ous part-time positions that complemented her 
children’s school schedules. She worked as a 
school bus driver for 10 years and as a nurse’s 
aide at RHAM High School for several years 
afterwards.

Eva served her local church in a variety of 
capacities over the years. She earnestly walked 
her Christian faith throughout her life, trusting 
Jesus to be the perfecter of her faith. She had a 
burden for her loved ones and wanted each to 
be reconciled in all their relationships, knowing 
that Jesus gives peace to those who receive his 
forgiveness and extend it to others.

She enjoyed playing cards and board games, 
being a practical joker, camping, children, 
anywhere her family was, everything Maine 
(especially York Beach, Temple, Farmington, 
Wilton, and Eliot), playing in the snow, sports 
(basketball, softball, swimming, ping-pong), 
family picnics, and Christmas. She especially 
loved horses. She shared her love of homemak-
ing with her daughters, which included sewing, 
baking, cooking, hospitality and caring for oth-
ers.

In addition to her beloved husband Ronald of 
over 60 years, Eva will be forever missed and 
loved by her daughter, Tonya Snyder of Man-
chester; daughter, Tammy Choleva and her hus-
band John of Hebron; daughter, Tracy Hyburg 
and her husband Robert of Marion, Ohio; and 
her daughter, Trisha Say of Bolton; grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren by Tonya – Jac-
queline and Dion Sr. and their sons Dion Jr. and 
Elijah; Joshua; Caleb and Beatrice and their 
son Carson; Joanna and her husband Austin; 
and Daniel; grandchildren and great-grandchild 
by Tammy – Trevor and his wife Jessie and 
their daughter Hazel; Jeremy; Aaron; Gabriel 
and Michelle; John; and Danielle and Oliver; 
grandchildren by Tracy – Dana; Nathan and 
Katie; Lydia; Rachel; and Samuel; and grand-
children by Trisha – Hannah; and Emma and 
her husband Burnie; her sister, Marjorie Savage 

Portland
Donald Allan Wilson

Donald Allan Wilson, son of Alexander and 
Mary Wilson, passed away peacefully after a 
brief illness at Middlesex Hospital Thursday, 
Dec. 17, at the age of 86. Born April 3, 1934, 
in Middletown, he earned his bachelor’s degree 
from CCSU in 1960 and his master’s degree in 
education from the University of Hartford in 
1964. 

Don and his wife, Lucille, were residents of 
Portland for over 60 years. They had recently 
moved to Cromwell. Don realized his dream of 
being an educator by teaching in the Glaston-
bury school system for eight years, before he 
became principal of Academy School for 20 
years. He served in the Army during the Korean 
Conflict and was a member of the Middletown 
Elks Club.

He is survived by his loving wife of 60 years, 
Lucille; daughters, Michele Kelsey and hus-
band Dean of North Carolina and Alisa Bar-
nett of Colchester; five grandchildren (Dean II, 
Christopher, Nicholas, Marissa and Jack) and 
four great-granddaughters. 

Don was known for his love of his family and 
sense of humor. He was beloved by family and 
friends and will be missed.

Due to the pandemic, a livestreamed private 
Mass was held at St. John Catholic Church 
on Dec. 22. A celebration of his life will be 
planned by the family in 2021 after COVID-19 
restrictions are eased. 

Don had a love for education and reading. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
his memory to the Portland Public Library, 20 
Freestone Ave., Portland, CT 06480.

Portland
Carol Castelli

Carol Castelli, 58, of 
Portland, passed away 
Thursday, Jan. 14, af-
ter a brief hospital stay, 
surrounded by her lov-
ing family. Carol was 
born Dec. 27, 1962, the 
youngest child of the late 
Charles “Bud” and Lu-
cille Anderson.

Carol grew up on her family farm along the 
Connecticut River. Her life was her family. She 
enjoyed spending time with family, especially 
her kids and grandkids who called her “Me 
Ma.” She enjoyed spending time at the beach, 
taking pictures, collecting primitive antiques, 
music and attending concerts. She was a lover 
of animals and even fostered dogs and volun-
teered for Protector of Animals. Carol spent the 
last 21 years working for the Portland Public 
Schools.

She was a loving mother, grandmother, wife, 
daughter, sister, niece, and aunt. She is survived 
by her husband, Steven Castelli of Portland; her 
daughter, Jessica (and Joshua) Shelberg of East 
Lyme; her son, Jeremy (and Ammie Bordoy) 
Castelli of Portland; her grandchildren, Cole 
Shelberg, John Shelberg and Carolanne Castel-
li; sister, Nancy Anderson of Rehoboth, Mass., 
brothers, John Anderson of Madison, Wis., Jef-
frey Anderson of Durham, N.C. and Daniel An-
derson of Portland; her aunt, Margret Kirsche; 
and many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and 
great-nephews.

She was predeceased by her parents; brother, 
Charles Anderson; and sister, Catherine Ander-
son Mullen.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
can be made to The Protectors of Animals, 144 
Main Street Unit O, East Hartford, CT 06118. 
http://poainc.org.

Graveside services will be held today, Jan. 
22, at 11 a.m., at the Swedish Cemetery on Wil-
liam Street in Portland. 

Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main 
St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

Colchester
Gloria Cole Woods

Gloria “Sis” Cole Woods, 76, of Colchester, 
formerly of Groton, passed away Sunday, Jan. 
17, at Apple Rehab in Colchester. Born Nov. 12, 
1944, in Claremont, N.H., she was a daughter 
of the late Chester Woods and Irene (Fraser) 
Woods. 

Gloria began her career working as a graphic 
artist, and later she worked for many years as 
a veterinarian assistant at Dr. Doolittle’s veteri-
nary offices in Preston and Groton. Gloria took 
pride in her work and cherished her relation-
ships with both the animals and the people she 
cared for. 

Gloria loved to travel and visited many plac-
es. Her favorite places were by the sea. Cape 
Cod held a special place in her heart and she 
would visit Misquamicut Beach whenever she 
had the chance. No matter the season, she spent 
much of her days at one of her favorite local 
spots, Eastern Point Beach in Groton. Gloria 
loved to be outdoors; she spent many summer 
nights around the campfire at “the lake,” hold-
ing a seasonal camper site for almost 20 years at 
Laurel Lock Campground in Bozrah. 

Gloria was a woman of many trades, skills 
and talents; you could always find her working 
on her home, various creative projects, or help-
ing out family and friends. Many of her loved 
ones are the proud owners of her beautiful pho-
tographs, and everyone who knew her will re-
member her with a camera in her hand. 

Gloria will always be remembered with a 
beautiful heart, contagious laugh, and being 
a strong woman through and through. Gloria 
loved deeply and selflessly and was the anchor 
to many. Her family was always well taken care 
of by her, and above all, being with those she 
loved brought her the most joy.

She is survived by her son and his wife, Da-
vid and Lisa Cole; her granddaughter and her 
husband, Danielle and Brad Ream; and two 
great-grandchildren, Joshua and Jake; her sis-
ter and her husband, Terry and John Roche; her 
nephew, Jason Roche; her niece and her hus-
band, Jessica and Jeremy Zeedyk; as well as her 
great niece and nephew, Dylan and Dalila; her 
brothers, Bud Woods and family, Tony Woods 
and family; and numerous cherished extended 
family and friends. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made in Gloria’s memory to the Al-
zheimer’s Association, www.alz.org. The fam-
ily would like to express a heartfelt gratitude 
to the nurses and staff at Apple Rehab for their 
compassionate care of Gloria during her stay at 
their facility. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with care of private arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

Colchester
Madolyn May Bryant

Madolyn May Bryant, 98, of Colchester, 
passed away Thursday, Jan. 14, at Apple Re-
hab, where she had been residing. Born Dec, 
11, 1922 in the Rockville section of Vernon, 
she was a daughter of the late Earl and Gladys 
(Taylor) Bryant. 

Madolyn worked at the Colchester Senior 
Center for many years. She was an avid reader 
and loved to embroider. She also loved music. 
Madolyn would walk to the town green with her 
friend, Elisie, every week in the summertime 
to listen to the bands playing music there. She 
also had a hero and his name was Walker, Texas 

of Farmington, Maine; and numerous extended 
family members and friends. 

She was predeceased by her siblings Hazel 
Barker, Louise Nicholas, Dana Hoyt, Walter 
Hoyt and Lila Kane, Baby John, William Hoyt, 
Myrtle Haney, and Jack Hoyt.

Walk-through calling hours were held Sat-
urday, Jan. 16, followed by a funeral service 
(officiated by Pastor Eric Stillman of New Life 
Christian Fellowship) at Aurora McCarthy Fu-
neral Home, 167 Old Hartford Road, Colches-
ter. Eva will be buried privately at Mt. Pleasant 
Cemetery in Eliot, Maine, in the spring. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Eva’s memory 
may be made to New Life Christian Fellowship 
at https://www.NewLife-CT.org/giving, the 
Cornerstone Christian School at https://www.
TheCornerstoneChristianSchool.com/giving, 
or the American Diabetes Association. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Ranger. Madolyn would watch the TV show 
every night with her dear friend and buddy, 
Monique. The two pals always had good times 
together. 

Madolyn was a feisty little woman, but very 
loveable. She will be missed by everyone who 
knew her. 

She leaves to mourn her passing her son, 
Scott Bryant; her siblings, William Bryant, 
Rose Strickland and Estelle Jones; several niec-
es and nephews; and her dear friend and care-
giver, Monica Langdo. 

In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by her former companion, Raymond 
Burkett.

A graveside burial service was held in Lin-
wood Cemetery, Linwood Avenue, Colchester, 
on Thursday, Jan. 21. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Robert G. Hellstrom

Robert G. Hellstrom, 85, of East Hampton, 
passed away Friday, Jan. 15, at MidState Medi-
cal Center in Meriden. Born Nov. 20, 1935, in 
Hartford, he was the son of the late G. Edwin 
and Elsa (Carlson) Hellstrom. 

Robert received his B.A. from Brown Univer-
sity and worked as an underwriter for Phoenix 
Mutual Life for over 30 years. He had served 
his country as a member of the Connecticut Air 
National Guard and was a longtime member of 
the Belltown Car Club and was the editor of 
their newsletter. Robert loved walking his dogs 
at the local parks. He spent summers on Lake 
Pocotopaug and at his cabin on Bantam Lake. 

Robert is survived by his many friends from 
East Hampton and his family, including cousin 
George Elmgren of Canton, nephew Erik El-
mgren of West Hartford, and nieces Louise El-
mgren of St. Louis, Mo., and Kirsten Jansen of 
East Hartland, and their spouses, children and 
grandchildren. 

Friends may call at Spencer Funeral Home, 
112 Main St., East Hampton, Friday, Jan. 29, 
from 10 a.m.-noon. A graveside service will 
follow at 1 p.m. in the family plot in section 
9 at Cedar Hill Cemetery 453 Fairfield Ave., 
Hartford. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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Email your Classified Line Ad to sandy@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY
❏	 $10.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;
 20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $9.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;
 20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $18.00 per week combination rate, 20¢ for each additional word
 for insertion in both the Citizen and the Bulletin.

in The Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast News Bulletin

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen (We regret we cannot take ads over the phone)
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

ROOTING OUT GUM DISEASE
 Gum disease occurs as a result of the accumulation of the sticky film of bacteria called 
“plaque” that is constantly forming on tooth surfaces. If teeth aren’t brushed and flossed 
daily, the bacteria can lead to gum inflammation. As a result, gum tissue pulls away from teeth 
to form spaces called “pockets.” When plaque gets trapped in these pockets and cannot be 
removed with regular brushing, the dentist may resort to the deep-cleaning procedure known 
as “scaling and planing.” This involves removing all the plaque and tartar (hardened plaque) 
above and below the gum line with specialized instruments. Local antibiotics (Periochip, 
Atridox, and Arestin) may be strategically placed in the newly cleaned pockets to further 
inhibit bacterial growth. 
 Although plaque is the number one cause of gum disease, other factors can contribute to 
its taking hold on your teeth. Hormonal changes, medications, certain illnesses, bad habits, 
and even a family history of dental disease can all play a part. However, diligence in home care 
and regular professional visits go a long way to lessen the impact gum disease has on your 
mouth as well as overall health. We offer a full range of services to meet all your oral health 
care needs. Please call for an appointment.
 P.S. With direct local delivery of antibiotics to pockets surrounding teeth, the concentration 
of the antibiotic can be 100 times greater than taking the medication orally. 

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com
RE1-22-21

860-798-0369
info@AtwoodDementiaGroup.com

    AtwoodDementiaGroup.com

With 30 years of personal and professional experience in the field of 
dementia care, Atwood Dementia Group offers a range of services 
from activities, brain health and cognitive strengths assessments to 

determining stage of dementia and caregiver coaching.
HOME VISITATIONS • SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS • TRAINING SEMINARS
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LEGALS 

LEGALS 
TOWN OF PORTLAND

Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town 
of Portland that the second installment of real estate and 
personal property taxes on the October 1, 2019 Grand List 
and the Supplemental motor vehicle taxes are due and 
payable on January 1, 2021.   

The Town of Portland adopted the Covid-19 Tax Relief Low 
Interest Rate Program for all Portland taxpayers.Taxes not 
paid in full on or before Monday, February 1, 2021 become 
delinquent and are subject to interest of .25% per month 
for 90 days  from due date of January 1, 2021. On April 1, 
2021, interest will be charged back to 1.5 per month from 
due date and minimum interest charge of $2.00.

Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax. Please 
contact the Collector of Revenue if you do not have a bill 
or tax information is available on the Town of Portland 
website www.portlandct.org.

Online tax payments are accepted by visiting our website 
www.portlandct.org and are subject to convenience fees.

Due to the Covid transmission rising sharply, payment 
by mail is strongly encouraged. Please mail to: Town of 
Portland Collector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 
06480-0071.

There is also a secure payment drop box located at the 
rear entrance of the Town Hall, 33 East Main Street, 
Portland, CT 06480

Nancy DiGirolamo, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue

3TB 1/8, 1/22, 1/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

ATTENTION ALL TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the Town of East Hampton Taxpayers that the second installment of taxes for real estate, personal 
property, and supplemental motor vehicles levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2019 are due and payable on January 1, 
2021.  The last day on which to pay without penalty is February 1, 2021.  The tax is based on a mill rate of 33.14 mills which 
equates to $33.14 in taxes per $1,000 of net assessed value.  The supplemental motor vehicle tax bills will be mailed on 
December 10, 2020.
The Town of East Hampton adopted Executive Order No. 9R, the “Lower Interest Rate Program” which will provide a three-
month window during which taxpayers will pay a reduced interest rate should their tax bill that is due on January 1, 2021 
become delinquent.  Payments received February 2, 2021 and later, including payments postmarked February 2, and later, 
are considered past due and will be subject to an interest penalty of .25% per month instead of the regular 1.5% per month.  
There will not be a $2 minimum interest charge during this period.  Payments legibly postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service 
on or before February 1, 2021 are considered on time regardless of when they are received by the Collector of Revenue.

This plan will remain in effect through March 31, 2021.  On April 1, 2021 the interest rate will revert back to 1.5% per month 
or a fraction thereof, 18 % per annum, from the due date of the tax, as required by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 
and 146. The minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill.  A returned check fee is $20.  

As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a bill 
does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, interest charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130 
and 12-146.  Interest is charged on all late payments.  There are no exceptions. 

Please make checks payable to Town of East Hampton.  Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online by visiting our website at www.easthamptonct.gov The Town is waiving the 50 
cent fee associated with checking and savings account payments.  Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kristy L. Merrifield, CCMC
Collector of Revenue

3TB 1/8, 1/15, 1/22

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

At its meeting of January 11, 2021, the Historic District 
Commission made the following decisions:
Town Green Improvement Project – Certificate of
Appropriateness (2020-02) To implement the improve-
ments of the Community Connectivity Program grant 
including renovation of the main path, erection of a new bus 
shelter and installation of new lights, benches and trash 
receptacles on the Town Green. – Approved with conditions.

Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair 1TB 1/22

Legal Notice
Notice hereby given that on Sunday, January 31,2021  at 
10am, GoldiLocks Self Storage  359 Lebanon Avenue, Col-
chester CT 06415 (860 537 9700) will sell by public auction 
or otherwise dispose of the  personal property stored by:
Unit 159 Hub Ford
Unit 436 A.J.Faraci 2TB 1/15, 1/22

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

HealTH CaRe
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rentals

EmpLoymEnt

Nick Sells Houses Fast
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232 S. Main Street
Colchester, CT 06415

Get your FREE
price analysis

by texting “value” to 
860.300.3861

– Most sold in 2 days –

GLASTONBURY CENTER 
– 2 Bdrm $1,390 Inc. Heat 
/ Hot water. Excellent 
c o n d i t i o n .  L a r g e  2 
bdrm, Lvg room, 1 bath.  
Quartz, stainless and tiled 
kitchen. Hardwood floors 
throughout.  Private parking 
lot; laundry in building; large 
storage area. Heat and 
hot water included. Perfect 
for someone looking for 
an immaculate apartment. 
$1,390/mo. 860-798-7403.

PORTLAND 1ST FLOOR 
EFFICIENCY APT.,  refrig, 
stove, no smoking/no pets, 
securi ty,  credit  check. 
PARKING $600./month 
plus utilities & heat.  Tel. 
860-916-7482

REAL EStAtE
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CDL Seasonal Heating Oil / Propane
DELIVERY DRIVERS

DANIELS ENERGY – PORTLAND, CT
“We need “SEASONAL” CDL drivers to be part of our Heating Oil and 
Propane Fleet”! “Our business is expanding and we need to expand our 
staff, so come join our Team”! Daniels Energy is a family owned company 
looking to hire SEASONAL CDL drivers with at least one year experience 
transporting liquid product. The right candidate would need to possess 
either a Class A or B driver’s license and have HazMat and Tanker 
endorsements at the minimum.
Requirements: Professional, clean cut, and drug free. Pre-employment 
drug screening and background check required. Must be able to meet the 
requirements to possess a medical card. Valid Driver’s License and good 
driving record a must. Excellent communication skills required. Ability to 
read, write, comprehend, and follow instructions. Ability to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide and compute rates.

We offer highly competitive pay based on level of driving experience.

Email resume to set up an appointment:
DDetuccio@DanielsOil.com or ChrisM@DanielsOil.com

E A S T  H A M P T O N , 
CT Smal l  indust r ia l 
machinery sales shop 
is looking for full time 
help to maintain the inside/
outside of buildings and 
other properties. Duties 
would include but not limited 
to: Lawn care, janitorial 
du t i es ,  c lean ing  and 
preparing machines for sale 
and maintaining vehicles, 
forklifts. Forklift experience 
and a Driver ’s Medical 
Certificate a plus. Please 
call: Ener-G Machinery, 
llc. 860-467-3999 or email 
eneregmachinery@gmail.
com 

W E S T S I D E  M A N O R 
IS SEARCHING FOR 
ATTENDANTS to  our 
s h i f t s ,  3 P M - 1 1 P M 
and 11PM-7AM sh i f t . 
Attendant Responsibilities: 
H o u s e k e e p i n g ,  M e a l 
Prep  and med ica t ion 
administration required for 
the position. Medication 
Certification a plus but 
not necessary. Benefit of 
Attendant: Medical (Full 
time) Dental (full time). 
Interviews are done by 
appointment only following 
strict COVID guidelines at 
our location Monday thru 
Friday. Please call us at 
860-267-4401 to schedule 
an interview today! 9 West 
High Street, East Hampton. 
Job Type: Full-time/Part-
t ime.  Salary:  $13.75-
$14.00/hr **** $200.00 sign 
on bonus****

C A S H I E R  P O S I T I O N 
AVAILABLE at a gas station 
in Glastonbury. FT or PT. 
Will train. Please call 860-
617-4349

MECHANIC  NEEDED 
FOR AUTO SHOP IN 
MIDDLETOWN under new 
ownership. ASE certification 
a plus but not required. 
Welding experience a plus. 
Must have your own tools. 
Immediate hire! Call George 
at 203-624-0105

EAST HAMPTON REAR 
E N T R A N C E  O F F I C E 
S U I T E  F O R  L E A S E . 
Approx. 700 sq ft with 3 
rooms. Located at 11 West 
High St. (Rt. 66). $625/
mo. includes utilities. Safe 
alternative to home office. 
Available immediately. Call 
(860) 267-1040

Your
Ad

Here!
CAll us At:

860-633-4691

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

PART TIME ASSESSOR
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications or resumes for an appointed, non union position, Part Time Municipal As-
sessor for 24 hours/week.  The duties include the valuing of all taxable property to establish the Grand List, including both real 

and personal property. Computer knowledge is required. The position requires a valid Connecticut Motor Vehicle operator’s 
license and a Connecticut Municipal Assessor’s Certificate.  Five years municipal experience as an Assessor is required. 

A Town of Marlborough Employment Application or resume must be submitted along with a copy of diplomas and documenta-
tion showing Connecticut Municipal Assessor’s Certification. Contact the Town Clerk’s office at 860-295-6206 for an applica-

tion.  Completed applications are to be submitted to the:

Town Clerk
P.O. Box 29

26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT  06447

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, creed, religion, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

4TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

Notice is hereby given that the Inland Wetlands and Water-
courses Agency will hold a meeting at 6:30 p.m. on January 
27, 2021 to consider the following:

    • IW-20-036:  Connecticut Contractors Group, LLC., 
Daniel Street, Subdivision.  Map 13/Block 51/Lot 1

Jeffry M. Foran, Chairman
2TB 1/15, 1/22

LEGAL NOTICE
Global 17 LLC
244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT
860.267.6639

Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday 1/23/21 at 8:00 AM
Property previously owned by:
C Nosal

2TB 1/15, 1/22

POSITION AVAILABLE
Director of Operations

Department of Public Works Town of Colchester

The Town of Colchester is seeking a full-time Director of Operations for the Public Works Department. The selected individual 
will be directly responsible for scheduling, supervision of and participate in snow and ice control activities; supervise in all 
phases of maintenance and improvements on Town roads and facilities during normal operating hours and overtime as neces-
sary, in order to address natural or man-made emergencies. Prepare procedures, policies and training programs for highway, 
fleet, transfer station and grounds maintenance employees. Handle all matters concerning highway, fleet maintenance, and 
transfer station employees including, but not limited to, directing work, scheduling, evaluations and disciplinary action. On call 
for emergencies regarding Town of Colchester public highways, parks, and buildings and other infrastructure. Tree Warden 
Certification is preferred.
The selected individual must possess a valid Connecticut Class A operator’s license, have passed CDL testing, and possess 
supervisory skills. Not less than four (4) years supervisory employment in the construction and maintenance field or an allied 
field is required. The selected individual will report to the Director of Public Works and administratively to the First Selectman.
Salary: Negotiable based upon background and experience within range defined by the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 
Reference is made to the job description of the position for more detailed information at www.colchesterct.gov
Closing Date – Qualified individuals shall submit a completed Town of Colchester application with a resume and required docu-
mentation to the First Selectman’s office, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, Connecticut 06415 by Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 
4:30 p.m. Applications available online at : www.colchesterct.gov . The Town of Colchester is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 1/15, 1/22

Andover School District
Occupational Therapist – Part Time

The Andover School District is seeking qualified candidates 
for the position of part-time Occupational Therapist, 
or up to 15 hours/week. 
Hours will vary based on students’ needs.  
Application is available online at www.andoverelemen-
taryct.org and should be sent along with letter of intent, 
resumé, copy of CT certification, transcripts and 3 letters of 
reference to:

Andover Elementary School
35 School Road

Andover, CT  06232
ATTN: Holly Maiorano, Special Education Director

[Or send via email to:  
maioranoh@andoverelementaryct.org]

6TB 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will 
hold a regular meeting on February 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the following (contact the Land Use Department for 
location details):

Application PZC-20-024: Paula Free, 249 West High St., for 
a special permit per Sec. 8.4 Motor Fuel Filling Station for a 
proposed convenience store. Map 06/Block 12/Lot 1B. 
Application PZC-20-026:  Long Hill Estates, LLC., Long 
Hill Estate Subdivision, for a Zone Change R-2 to C.  Map 06/
Block 12/Lot 8
Application PZC-20-027:  Connecticut Contractors 
Group, LLC., Young/Daniel Street Subdivision.  Map 13/
Block 51/Lot 1

Ray Zatorski, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in 
the Land Use Office 860-267-7450. 2TB 1/22, 1/29

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC DISTRICT 
COMMISSION MEETING

Thursday, January 28, 2021
6:30 pm via Zoom call 

LEGAL NOTICE
 
Public Hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 544 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 23 
Middle Haddam Road - to replace existing windows with 
12 over 12 double-hung insert windows - for applicant Paul 
Wernau.
The foregoing application is available for public review at 
the East Hampton Building Department.  At this hearing 
interested persons may be heard and written communica-
tions will be received.
Dated: January 19, 2021
Regina Starolis, MHHDC Clerk 1TB 1/22

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough Zoning Commission at its meeting of 
January 07 2021, took the following action:
APPLICATION CONTINUED; PUBLIC HEARING
SCHEDULED:
Application #Z-12-20 Special Permit - Bill G. Jonbalaj (Appli-
cant) 21 Austin - HGB LLC (Property Owner) - South Main 
Street (Between 11 & 19 South Main Street) & Johnson 
Road - Village Cluster Residential Planned Development.
A public hearing is scheduled for March 4, 2021.
APPLICATION APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS:
Application #Z-11-20 - Mirabito Holdings Connecticut LLC/ 
Brett Hughes (applicant/property owner) 12 West Rd -
Construction of a propane distribution facility.
APPLICATION APPROVED:
Application #Z -01-21- Amendment to Floating Zone Ap-
proval, M3-5 LLC (Property Owner) Big Y Stores (Applicant) 
3 -7 East Hampton Road, Demolition of Building II and 
Enlargement of the Parking Lot.

KEVIN ASKLAR, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR
Dated at Marlborough, CT this 19th day of January.

1TB 1/22

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 
LEGAL NOTICE

All persons liable to pay the second installment for Real 
Estate, Personal Property, Motor Vehicle and the first 
installment for the Supplemental Motor Vehicle tax to the 
Town of Marlborough as levied on the October 1, 2019 
Grand List are hereby notified the taxes are due and pay-
able on January 1, 2021 and will be delinquent February 
2, 2021.  The mill rate for the 2019 Grand List is 36.27.  
Delinquent bills shall be subject to interest of 18% per year 
(1.5% per month).  Minimum interest is $2.00.  

Tax payments may be paid at the Tax Collector’s Office, 
26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT or by mail to Tax 
Collector, PO Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447.  Checks 
are to be made out to the Town of Marlborough.  The Tax 
Collector’s hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Tax Payments can be paid 
on-line at www.marlboroughct.net  with MasterCard, Visa 
or ACH (automatic checking).  A Drop Box to the left of the 
main door to the Town Hall is available for payments or the 
Tax Collector window.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara C. Murray, CCMC
Tax Collector

3TB 12/18, 1/8, 1/22

Town of Andover
Now Hiring

The Town of Andover is hiring a Finance Director.  The indi-
vidual will supervise and manage the Finance Department, 
which provides financial services to the Board of Education 
of the Andover Elementary School, and Municipal Govern-
ment.   The position will direct the accounting and reporting, 
financial planning and analysis, budgeting and debt service 
of the Town of Andover. Ensures the financial integrity of all 
Town of Andover fiscal matters. This is a full time position.
A complete job description can be found at www.andoverct.
org.  Please send Cover Letter, Application and Resume to 
adminassistant@andoverct.org.   Applications will be ac-
cepted until position is filled.  EOE 2TB 1/22, 1/29

WELDER/FABRICATOR: 
C u s t o m  S h e e t  M e t a l 
Fabrication, light structural, 
min 5-10 yrs exp & SHEET 
METAL MECHANICS, 
A P P R E N T I C E S  & 
HELPERS: Steady work, 
good benefits. Call for 
interview. 860-828-3762

EmpLoymEnt

Legal Notice of Action
Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission
The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission of the 
Town of Andover at their regular meeting held on January 
12th, 2021 received the following application:
    • IWWC 20-34: Joseph Theroux (Agent) on behalf of 
Ronald and Joan Churney (Property Owners), 110 Cone Rd 
(Andover, CT), application for temporary wetlands crossings 
for a timber harvest.
The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission of the 
Town of Andover at their regular meeting held on January 
12th, 2021 approved the following application:
    • IWWC 20-33: Jeff Miner, 97 Lakeside Drive (Andover, 
CT), application to reconstruct a seawall and remove a dock 
along Andover Lake, and to construct a patio in the Andover 
Lake Upland Review Area. 1TB 1/22

NOTICE OF SPECIAL
MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING

CHATHAM HEALTH DISTRICT
Towns of Colchester, East Haddam,

East Hampton, Hebron,
Marlborough and Portland

The Chatham Health District Board of Health will hold a 
Special Meeting/Public Hearing on January 26, 2021 at 
2 p.m. via Zoom, Meeting ID: 880 9285 4870, Passcode: 
706599.  The purpose of this Special Meeting is for the 
consideration of adopting the Proposed Chatham Health 
District 2021-2022 Budget.
 
At this hearing, interested persons may appear and be 
heard and written communications will be received.  

The Proposed Chatham Health District 2021-2022 Budget 
is available for public review at http://www.chathamhealth.
org and in any of the District Offices.  

Russell Melmed
Director of Health

2TB 1/15, 1/22
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Kira Coon

kiramcoon@gmail.com 
860-575-3177

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

Emily Cyr

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com
860-805-0451

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Angela Aresco Vikki BrothersVanessa Aquino Kristie BenjaminPeter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey

Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Amy Howard

amyhowardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-716-5475

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Brian Mitchard

brianmitchardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-834-3204

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com 
203-667-7436

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Preston Roth

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com
860-662-0735

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester
www.CarlGuild.com

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796
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East Hampton $49,000
Beautiful approved building lot on 2+ acres 
is perfect! Perc test and survey completed, 
driveway is cut in and walk to the Airline Trail 
for running, hiking, biking, horseback riding. 
Country & private setting in established area of 
homes conveniently located close to Middletown, 
New London, Hartford and Route 2, Route 66 
and Route 9.

Hebron $299,900
This grand colonial home is one of a kind. So much 
charm and character in this 1850’s antique, from the 
wide plank floors to the wood beams and amazing front 
columns. With 9 spacious rooms, 4 bedrooms and 2 
full baths this home has so much potential. Large walk 
up attic can be finished along with barn or stable area 
and plenty of room with 2+ acres for a garden horses 
or small animals. Nestled on a quiet country road yet 
conveniently located to UCONN, Hartford and Norwich.
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Do something today that
makes you happy.

Then do it again tomorrow!

If anyone refused to rent to you because of your source of income, race, color, 
national origin, sexual orientation, gender, religion, marital status, age, disability 
or because you have children, you may have been the victim of illegal housing 
discrimination. Contact the Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION IS ILLEGAL
For Help Call 888-247-4401
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232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
We

Sell!

NoW iS the time to Sell!
Call today to find out your

home value – you may be surprised!

New Deer ruN Home w/ Pool

95 Deer Run Drive – Dream come 
true 4 bed potential 5th or in law. SS 
appliances, granite, open floor plan, 
Quiet cul-de-sac, 2 car garage 1.6+ 
acres. 

ColChesteR $419,900

For a private showing call/text
Nick long 860-334-2868

move rigHt iN

136 stanavage Road – Nicely remodeled 3 
bedroom 2 bath Cape With walkout basement 
and oversized 2 car garage with loft. Updated 
kitchen, new flooring, fresh paint throughout. 
But add to that new septic leaching system. Sit 

ColChesteR $304,500

Call scott for preview tour
860-608-0769

A rAre FiND!

1006 Canterbury lane – The townhouses 
at Highland Farms association don’t last 
and for a good reason. Location, location, 
location! Recent updates make this condo 
a steal –– updated kitchen, fresh paint, and 

ColChesteR $199,900

Call scott to preview
860-608-0769

carpet. New water heater, city water and sewer. Move in today. 

StoP PAyiNg reNt!

10 Boulder Road – Fresh paint, 
new flooring, stainless kitchen, move 
in ready to the affordable Knob Hill 
Community at Colchester! Why pay a 
penny more in rent when you can own 

ColChesteR $137,500

Call scott Boyden today for
a private tour 860-608-0769

for less?? 

on the front porch and relax. Pack your things it’s time to move in!

SolD SolD
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Fantastic 4 bedroom colonial with 1 bedroom 
accessory apt on lower level. Fabulous covered 
front porch to relax on your porch swing. 
Possible horse property with large barn on 
6.63 acres, located on a great cul-de-sac with 
beautiful views. Home features a first floor 
private home office. Large LR and formal DR. 
Kitchen has granite island with see thru fireplace 
to cozy family room with vaulted ceiling. Lower 
level apartment is well appointed for anyone you 
wish to have live there with a full kitchen, bath, 
laundry and a separate entrance in the back of 
home.

Move right in to this cute 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath 
unit in Westchester hills. Remodeled baths and 
kitchen with plenty of counter space and eat in 
area. Laundry is on the first floor. Great layout 
and easy living. Floating floors throughout. Nice 
complex with pool and playground area, plus 
your own patio area out your back sliders. Close 
to RT 2 and shopping.

46 Skyview Drive, Colchester
Offered at $399,000

7B Westchester Hills, Colchester
Offered at $139,900

(860) 214-1147
Jack Faski – Owner / Broker
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester

www.skyview-realty.com

Call Us Today For
All Your Residential

& Commercial Needs!
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Free Estimates
860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions, 

renovations, interior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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To Advertise in The Rivereast News Bulletin 
Services Section Call 860-633-4691

HomE impRovEmEnt
R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Winter Is Here!

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Now Scheduling ROOF RAKING
Please think of your roof tops as more snow will accumulate with each storm
and the heavier it will get, especially if it hasn’t been given a chance to melt.

RLFrancks@comcast.net

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TrEE rEmovaL

Seasoned Firewood
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

Licensed arborist 
on Staff

We 
ClimbFence Repair

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
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Excavation Land Clearing Drainage Concrete 
Retaining Walls Waterlines Foundation Prep
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
CALL TODAY FOR SNOWPLOWING

Licensed 
& Insured P7 License

860-335-0247
www.PromisedLandEarthworks.com

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

We are happy to announce…

We now offer certified & 
licensed fertilizer programs.  

Call us to discuss which 
program is right for you.

FERTILIZER PROGRAMS
lawns-n-stuff
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ai 860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care
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On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Stone Wall Work • Retaining Walls

 Boulder Walls – using stone on your site or our stones

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537

C
IT

3-
12

-2
0

MANNY’S
fine wood floors, llc

Sanding, Installation
and Repair

Refinishing Unfinished 
& Refinished 

Hardwood Floors

Free estimates

CI
T3

-1
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20(860) 377-9990
Lic. #085467 • Insured

BOYCE
CONSTRUCTION
In Business Since 1975

Decks &
Screen Porches

www.boyce-construction.com

860-212-8799
860-267-0682
BoyceConstruction@gmail.com

Lic. #517557 Fully Insured

CIT8-6-20

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

STARKEY HOME REMODELING 
- Call today for a free estimate 
on a l l  your  In ter ior  and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, siding, 
ki tchens/baths, basements, 
flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, insulation, 
trim, etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597. 

G R A V E L ,  S T O N E , 
MILLINGS, SAND, MULCH 
AND TOPSOIL, 3½ ton 
deliveries.  Dump runs, 
single item pick ups.   Call 
Tom for pricing. 860-228-
7171.

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All 
types of tile work, kitchens, 
baths. All work guaranteed. 
16 years experience. Call 
508-0893.

M I C H A U D  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T  & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE: 
Deck, windows, siding & 
odd jobs. No job too small. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
- All types of interior and 
exterior home repairs. 
From drywall to plumbing, 
painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to 
Help,  Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917- 3154  

D A N N Y Z E R I O  T I L E 
-  Cus tom Ins ta l la t ion 
& Repair.  Over 30 yrs. 
Experience.  Fully insured. 
Free Estimates. 860-543-
1224 

R E N E ’ S  I N T E R I O R 
TRIM LLC  -35 yrs of 
experience in all phases 
of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, 
Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, 
Wheel chair ramps, New 
hatchways, Replacement 
windows, Sump pumps, 
Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water 
damage and rot repair of all 
kinds such as leaky roofs, 
doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete 
repair of drywall and plaster. 
We also combat the entry of 
mice and more. Call Rene 
(860)643-0428

C H A R L I E ’ S  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT. 20+ years 
experience. Basement 
hatchways, entry, interior, 
storm and garage doors. 
Decks, tiling, carpentry, 
porches, screening, drywall, 
ceiling fans, suspended 
cei l ings and paint ing. 
H a n d y m a n  S e r v i c e s . 
Guaranteed work. Call 860-
463-9077.

HomE impRovEmEnt

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!
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Handyman
& Home

Improvement

Call today for 
a free estimate: R

E
3-

13
-2

0

Kitchen & Bath Remodels, Painting,
Decks, Hardwood, Basement Finishing,

Windows & Siding

pielallc.com

HIC 0641273
Fully
Insured

860 995 8596
Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —
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A & T Refinishing 
Kitchen Cabinet 

Makeovers
Custom Staining, 

Painting & Refacing
Licensed & insured

(860) 918-1760
Al NIxoN

We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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HomE impRovEmEnt

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 PORTLAND, CT

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT8-27-20

HIC #0650282

Call for 
ServiCe

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net
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3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

SERvicES

R
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Home/Historic Restoration –
Interior & Exterior
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

When viewing our portfolio, we portray 1000’s of CT homes
showcasing our ability. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

52nd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

INTERIOR PAINTING
“With Attention to Detail”

Since 1969

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Crack Repairs
Hardwood Floor Finishing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: jimcharter952@gmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547
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Mark's
Painting

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Work
Mark Peszynski

Lic. #563897

Freshen Up for the New Year!

25 Years Experience

860-267-4125

Chatham Property Services

R
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NOW OFFERING

Snowblower/Lawnmower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASK FOR TED

860-918-1731

 Pickup/Delivery 
Available

CT LIC. #0608517

Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-13-20

860-819-4821
E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com

CT LIC# 0648345

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, LLC
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

Residential & Commercial • Over 20 Years Experience

Insured
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

llc

R
E
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

• Septic pump outs
• Septic inspections

• Septic system
installation & repair

C
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Call the Ferry today!

860-772-8989
www.fecalferry.com

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —

R
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Installation & Service on
Any Propane or Natural Gas Product 

IncludIng Gas Logs, Fireplaces,
Furnaces, Boilers, Stoves, Gas Lines, etc.

Specializing In
SaleS & InStallatIon of GeneratorS

Call Ron Trapp at
860-467-4793

R
E
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Pro Gas
Installation & Service, llc

25+ Years Experience • Quality Work • Licensed & Insured

LAMINATING AVAILABLE 
AT THE CITIZEN: Protect 
your important documents, 
memorabilia, ID, Social 
Secur i ty,  membersh ip 
cards, photographs, menus, 
etc. The Glastonbury 
Citizen. Reasonable rates. 
Material laminated up to 
18” wide. Call 633-4691 or 
visit the office at 87 Nutmeg 
Lane. 

WE DO DUMP RUNS/
ODD JOBS. Deck and pool 
removals. Will remove junk 
from your basement, garage 
and attic. Trucks, Bobcat 
and dump truck available. 
860-209-5146

FLOOR SANDING AND 
REFINISHING: Custom 
staining and f inishing. 
Repa i r ing  and  lay ing 
of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 
647-9261

C H I M N E Y 
MAINTENANCE: Cleaning, 
Caps, Dampers, Flashing, 
Furnace Liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner of 
Glastonbury’s local chimney 
service. William Allen 860-
633-1033

D U M P  R U N S / L I G H T 
HAULING:  Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-
garages, even the junk in 
the backyard.  Call Mark 
@ 860-295-9692 or cell 
916-9577.

SERvicES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FoR SALE

SERvicES

 

CIT6-18-20

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R
E
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0from dripping faucets to all

your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
3-

5-
20

Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

Subject 
to credit 
approval

Take 12 monThs no inTeresT
on all purchases $499+

Shop local – Same priceS, better Service

Ask us about our exclusive rebate Programs!
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199 old hartford road, Colchester, CT

Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6; Fri & Sat 9-5; Sun 10-3

www.smarterAppliance.com

860-531-2363

• Septic pump outs
• Septic inspections

• Septic system
installation & repair

C
IT

1-
14

-2
1

Call the Ferry today!

860-772-8989
www.fecalferry.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LAWNS-N-STUFF

Marlborough, CT
Call 860-295-9692

Fully Insured R
E
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GUTTer 
CLeANiNG

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
E
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0Walls – $159

18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
Open: Sun.–Thurs. 11am–10pm  Fri. & Sat. 11am–10:30pm • Lunchtime 11am–3pm

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
or

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 2/4/2021.

RE1-22-21

QUALiTy SeAFOOD
Take Out • Catering • Gift Certificates

— Dining room not open Yet —

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Take-Out Only
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RADON TESTING
& MITIGATION

Air & Water Fully Licensed & Insured
A. Douglas Thibodeau, L.L.C.

Michael D.Thibodeau, Owner/Manager
860-978-1513

21 Portland Road
Marlborough, CT 06447
dougt21@comcast.net
www.radonabate.com

FIREWOOD:  Seasoned 
hardwood, cut, split and 
delivered locally for $220.00 
per cord.  Call 860-342-
7331

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/
SPLIT hard wood full cord 
$240. Half cord $150. 
Deliver included to local 
area. All wood tumbled 
for clean delivery. Quick 
Delivery. Call 860-633-
5766.

CORD WOOD FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE. $190. per cord. 
Call 860-209-5772.

4  L IKE  NEW 215 /70 
R16 GEOLANDER  A/T 
Y O K O H A M A T I R E S . 
Used as snow t i res 1 
winter. Original price $550. 
Selling @ $390./B/O, like 
new Security retractable 
shade for 2008-2014 Nissan 
Rogue. $25. 860-342-4074

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
cut split delivered. Prompt 
professional service. $225. 
cord. Dennis (860)208-5864

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT. Great for 
art projects, wrapping and 
packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. 
The Glastonbury Citizen, 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street). 633-4691.

aUtOMOtIVe
2006 FORD RANGER 
4X4 PICKUP TRUCK FOR 
SALE. XLT version with 
77,700 miles and a bed 
liner. Asking Price $ 8,500. 
Call 860-983-9079

HOUSE CLEANING: Need 
some help to get your home 
clean? I’d be happy to 
help. I have 10+ years of 
experience, I offer reliable 
service, reasonable rates 
and I do an amazing job. I 
have excellent references. 
Please call or text for free 
estimates.  Following all 
guidelines including mask 
and gloves. ARIANE’S 
CLEANING, 860-331-5309

POLISH WOMAN CAN 
CLEAN YOUR HOUSE/
OFFICE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 50% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, 
references. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 
860-268-2301.

C I N D E R E L A ’ S 
CLEANING. Commercial 
and Residential. Weekly/
biweekly/monthly or a 
one time cleaning. Fully 
insured. Can do windows 
and painting. 25-years of 
experience. Cindy 860-
301-0975, 860-342-1607. 
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to sandy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin


