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Maple Fest Again
Kicks the Bucket

Students Support the Troops… After realizing that a student in her
class had a parent serving overseas for the holidays, Colchester Elementary School first grade teacher Kelly Keenan spoke with her students about how they could show kindness and support. Her students,
along with those of fellow first grade teachers Amy Rowe and Meghan
Barrows, collected requested items for members of the armed forces
serving overseas. While donations poured in, students wrote cards,
tallied the items and packed everything into three large boxes. In total,
over 300 items were collected and sent overseas. The students received
photographs from the troops thanking them for their kind act.

By Sloan Brewster
For the second straight year, Hebron’s Maple
Fest has been canceled due to COVID-19.
In an email Monday, Diane Nadeau, president and CEO of the Windham Region Chamber of Commerce relayed the news “with a very
sad heart.”
Nadeau said that while the planning committee had looked for “reasonable solutions” to
hold the 2021 Maple Fest, it was unable to meet
required COVID-19 precautions and therefore
the chamber would not be able to host it this
year.
“With a crowd of 8,000 or more people, it
would be impossible for us to maintain safe distances, control crowd numbers, and provide for
appropriate cleaning procedures where needed,” Nadeau wrote.
In addition, she said the event would not be
feasible for vendors and businesses and organizations in town that depend on the annual event
for fundraising.
Nadeau said the chamber has not, however,
abandoned the fest but that the hope is the vaccine and a recovering economy will resuscitate
it next year.
Nadeau said the chamber would “honor some
form of accommodation” for vendors that paid
for booths for last year’s fest, only to be told
days before it was scheduled to occur that it was
canceled due to Gov. Ned Lamont’s executive

shutdown order.
“You are all on our minds as we go into yet
another maple season in lockdown,” Nadeau
said.
Town Manager Andrew Tierney said it was
indeed sad news that the fest was canceled, especially since, prior to last year, it had been held
consistently for over 25 years.
“It’s very unfortunate. People are looking for
light at the end of the tunnel,” he said. “Last
year at this time we never thought we’d still be
here talking about [COVID-19] and here we
are. I’m hoping this doesn’t kill the event for
next year.”
Tierney said the pandemic is taking a toll on
this type of event, and organizers are becoming
concerned they won’t be able to stay afloat amid
continued shutdowns. He said an organization
he runs has been having a tough time making
ends meet because of an inability to fundraise
and is looking at possibly shuttering for good.
There are also concerns the tractor parade,
which takes place the day of the fest, won’t
come back. The parade has been held in town
for the past five years – with Tierney always
driving a tractor in the convoy – and has grown
every year, he said.
“We were unofficially dubbed the largest
tractor parade in New England,” he said.
See Maple Fest, page 5

Portland Awarded Over $800K in Grants

By Jack Lakowsky
Over the past few months, a grant revenue
rush of almost $833,000 has made Portland’s
wallet very hard to fold.
Now comes the fun part – putting that money
to work, said First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield.
The first, received in November, was a
$306,800 grant from the state’s Community Development Block Grant Small Cities Program
to expand local and regional resources helping residents at imminent risk of experiencing
homelessness.
The second, received earlier this month and
totaling $525,775, from the state’s Community Connectivity Grant Program, will be used
to improve sidewalks in underserved areas of
town, making Portland more traversable for
both pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as enhance transportation equity by building a new
bus shelter.

Small Cities Grant

Gov. Ned Lamont on Nov. 5 announced the
nearly $307,000 award to expand Portland’s
homelessness prevention resources.
To fight homelessness, Connecticut towns
partner together to form Coordinated Access Networks (CANs). Portland will partner
with the Meriden, Middlesex and Wallingford
CANs. Efforts are led at the state level by the
Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness.
“This is about public health and about the
general wellbeing of fellow persons,” said

Bransfield in a phone call with the Rivereast
when the award was announced. “People need
access to cleaning facilities, to have clean
masks.”
Awarded over an 18-month period, the grant
will bolster CAN resources to aid vulnerable
populations by hiring four full-time staff who
will expand shelter diversion and housing stabilization services for families, youth and single
adults.
Currently town social services staff members, as well as Bransfield herself, help at-risk
people. However, the issues surrounding an individual at risk of homelessness are often complex and involve social, financial, emotional
and mental health factors that need expert case
workers.
The program will serve clients at imminent
risk of homelessness.
Bransfield said the grant was competitive and
based on needs expressed in towns’ applications. The grant draws from a state fund of $3.4
million.
Portland was among nine recipients. Others include Groton, Guilford, Stonington, Torrington and Westport.
Portland will work with local nonprofits, the
state Department of Housing and other municipalities.
Aside from humanitarian benefits, Bransfield
said aiding the at-risk and vulnerable also aids
the local economy. Recovery from the current

economic slump, symptomatic of the pandemic,
is a task that requires as much activity as possible, Bransfield explained.
“If someone is facing the risk and reality of
becoming homeless, they aren’t able to conduct
their business and participate in the local economy,” Bransfield said in November. “Businesses
and their customers need stability.”
On Monday, Bransfield described the work as
being Portland’s contribution to a regional effort, a greater good.
“You may only have 5 or 6 homeless people
in Portland, but you could have 40 in Middletown,” said Bransfield. “[The CAN network]
will work together to identify, assist, follow
through and support.”
Bransfield added that Portland has residents
facing risk of eviction, and so the regional work
will be a direct boon to locals.
For work such as helping those at risk of
homelessness, the state’s cities, such as Hartford, receive resources as a given, Bransfield
explained, due to their substantial needs. Smaller towns must compete for these resources.
The work small towns must do to get the
money is intensive, Bransfield said. She said
she and her staff worked for three years to win
this grant.
Bransfield had to take a class over Zoom to
become certified as a grant administrator. She
credited the work of the town’s contracted grant
writers, and that of town employees.

Bransfield said several local nonprofits and
faith communities, such as St. Vincent De Paul
Place and United Way in Middletown, already
work to aid at-risk individuals, and that with
this grant, Portland can add its name to the roster.
“We’ve had a lot of positive feedback from
[local groups] who want to be a part of planning
and execution of this grant,” said Bransfield.
Bransfield said she is working out details on
how the town will oversee its part of the work.
“The goal is to be able to say ‘yes, we have
the resources to help anyone in need,’” said
Bransfield.

Development Grant

When the governor’s office announced that
about $526,000 of the $5 million state Department of Transportation’s Community Connectivity Grant Program (CCGP) would be awarded to Portland, local legislators voiced their
excitement.
“This project will connect some of Portland’s
key services in a time when we are [heavily reliant] on our local communities,” said state Rep.
Christie Carpino (R-32) in a joint statement
with state Sen. Norm Needleman (D-33).
“I’m grateful the project will be built in an
underserved part of town and will connect pedestrians with local resources they use each
day,” said Needleman.
See Grants, page 7
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson
I got an interesting response from a reader
regarding the Martin Luther King Jr. quotes
I shared last week. He said he was guessing,
based on them, that I thought “Dr. King hated
America.” And…..no, that’s not what I was
thinking at all.
I think Martin Luther King Jr. saw, as I did,
an America that could be better. Are we better
than a lot of other countries? Of course. But
the potential is there for so much more. And it
doesn’t mean you “hate America” to feel this
way. Heck, the Founding Fathers even talked
about their quest for a more perfect Union.
That’s why I like a lot of what I’m seeing in
these early days of the Biden Administration.
Executive orders like rescinding the previous
administration’s ban on transgender people
serving in the military are huge. It points to
a more welcoming, more inclusive America.
And it’s just the right thing to do. If you’re
willing to die for this country, it shouldn’t
matter what your sexual identity is.
And while it’s not an executive order, I like
Biden’s idea of increasing the federal minimum wage to $15/hour. Would it be nice if
it were phased in a little quicker than 2025?
Sure, but I totally understand why it can’t be.
The federal minimum wage has been so low
for so long, it would be an impossible burden
on employers to do it anything but incrementally.
Still, it’s a change that needs to happen.
It’s been $7.25/hour for far, far too long. And
while there are several states, like Connecticut, which pay well in excess of that federal
rate, there are many others, particularly in the
southern part of the country, which are stuck
on $7.25/hour – and it’s obvious they’ll need
that federal push to go any further.
There are changes that can, and should, be
made to make this country better. Admitting
that doesn’t mean you hate America. Indeed,
it indicates you love it – that you want more
for it, that you know it’s not yet all it can be.
Will it ever get there? I don’t know, but we
have to try. Dream the impossible dream, as
the song says.
The quest for a more perfect Union – it’s a
heck of a quest to go on.

***
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has
forced so many, many gatherings to be virtual
events. And while it really stinks not to be
able to attend these things in person, it does
open up a new world of possibilities in that
you can “attend” a variety of programs – even
if they’re not in your area.
The Evergreen Country Gardeners Garden Club in Glastonbury has a particularly
interesting-sounding program coming up.
The club will feature “Around the World in
80 Gardens” by Dr. Richard Benfield, emeritus professor of geography, at Central Connecticut State University on Wednesday, Feb.
10. The program will start at 6:45 p.m., and
will be held via Zoom.All are invited to go
on this virtual journey through 80 gardens on
seven continents including Singapore, Australia, the Canary Islands, the U.S. and Canada.
Benfield will lead the virtual tour of the English country gardens of his home country. For
log-in details, call Kathy at 860-416-7292.
There is no charge for the program.
***
Speaking of COVID-19, there was big vaccine news this week as President Biden announced Tuesday a series of measures aimed
at ramping up coronavirus vaccine allocation
and distribution. According to CNN, these
include purchasing 200 million more vaccine
doses – and increasing distribution to states
by millions of doses next week.
CNN reported the U.S. will buy 100 million more doses from Pfizer/BioNTech and
100 million more from Moderna. With Pfizer
and Moderna working to step up production,
Biden said the additional doses will be available this summer.
The new purchase will increase the planned
COVID-19 vaccine supply from 400 million
to 600 million, according to CNN.
This is very welcome news – particularly
after Dr. Anthony Fauci announced last week
what we probably all knew was a likelihood:
that new data shows the vaccines currently on
the market may not be as effective in guarding against new, more contagious strains of
Editor’s Desk continued on page 4

Bulletin Board

Hello.
Thank you for logging in on the Coronavirus Vaccine Registration website. My
name is HAL. I am a software program created by sadists to make your registration
experience as pleasant as possible. If at any time you require the assistance of a real
person, please text one of your kids.
Shall we begin?
If you are a member of the United States Congress, please press option #1 now
so that we may immediately send an experienced physician to your home, office or
beachfront cabana to personally administer the vaccine. Please do not forget to specify
whether you would prefer the complimentary fruit basket or the basket with mixed
specialty coffees and chocolates. U.S. Senators also have the option of selecting free
tickets to the hit musical “Hamilton.”
If you are not a member of Congress, please press #2.
Thank you for pressing #2. Before we begin, please be sure that you have the following items on hand in order to expedite the registration process: a clay tablet, a
pointed stick, and sufficient food and water for four days.
Let us begin.
If you are right-handed, take your clay tablet in your left hand and your pointed stick
in your right hand.
If you are left-handed, please scroll down to option 44c.
Thank you.
Taking the clay tablet in the appropriate hand and your pointed stick in your other
appropriate hand, scratch your name, last name first, at the top of the tablet. Enter
your age underneath your name.
If you cannot remember your name, you may enter instead your great great grandmother’s maiden name backwards in all capital letters. In parenthesis please indicate
the color of her eyes and the make and model of her first car.
Thank you.
Underneath your age, enter what you had for lunch on Tuesday, May 8, 2012.
I’m sorry. BLT is incorrect. Please try again.
No, it was not a Big Mac either.
Please wait.
Thank you for waiting two hours. We hope you are enjoying the New York Philharmonic Orchestra’s uplifting rendition of Chopin’s Funeral March.
Your registration is important to us. Due to demand we are experiencing a service
backlog. Please wait.
Hello.
Thank you for logging in on the Coronavirus Vaccine Registration website. My
name is HAL. I am a software program created by sadists to make your registration
experience as pleasant as possible. If at any time you require the assistance of a real
person, text one of your kids.
Shall we begin?
Please remove the pointed stick from your left eye…

Jim Hallas, Publisher

Letter of Commitment… East Hampton High School senior Angela Mercaldi has
signed a letter of commitment to be a member of the women’s track and field team at
the University of New Haven, specializing in jumps. Mercaldi is the daughter of Mike
and Joanna Mercaldi, and is a four-year member of volleyball and basketball programs
at East Hampton.
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Thanks from VFW

To the Editor:
On behalf of the Portland VFW, we would
like to give a special thanks to Michael Brown
with BT Charities for their generous donation
to our post. Despite the many struggles that
coronavirus has implemented, they were still
able to make a donation.
We would also like to give a thank you to the
Marine Corps League Portland Detachment for
their donation to the Portland VFW. These donations are greatly appreciated and do not go
unnoticed. The Portland VFW offers their sincerest thanks to these two contributors.
Portland VFW Post 6121

Capitol Attack

To the Editor:
A frequent Rivereast malcontent submitted a sophomoric letter last week equating the
BLM protests with storming the U.S. Capitol
– a violent insurrection that murdered law enforcement officers while attempting to thwart
a legitimate election and overthrow the U.S.
Government. The group responsible wasn’t
Muslims or Mexicans. It wasn’t LBGT militants or Black Lives Matter. It wasn’t Socialists
or Antifa. It was white Trump supporters. The
same gullible half-wits who are insisting that
Trump didn’t actually participate in the insurrection; therefore, an impeachment trial would
be prejudicial.
The fact is the Capitol was overrun, and there
was no effort whatsoever to evacuate the president from DC to a secure location. This tells you
all you need to know about who launched and
directed the violent attack. Let’s also remember
that on 9/11, Bin Laden didn’t actually pilot the
planes into the World Trade Center. Those Republicans suddenly calling for “unity” is code
for insurrection amnesty, and the United States
should never negotiate with terrorists.
Despite their complicity in subverting our democracy, this collation of dunces is also shamelessly whining about censorship and complaining a private media company kicked Trump off
its platform. Perhaps if they simply considered
Twitter as a Christian bakery and Trump a gay
wedding cake, it would satisfy their feigning
empathy. Regardless, since Twitter silenced
Trump’s dangerous rhetoric, the country has
been far calmer.
The reality is, since 1789, there have only
been four presidents who’ve been impeached.
Only five failed to win the popular vote. Thirteen failed to be re-elected, and none have been
impeached twice. There is only one president
who managed to accomplish all four. Let’s remember those who abetted this inept criminal
and continue to refute their deceit, sedition and
fear.
Joe Stevens – Hebron

Shame on You

To the Editor:
As I write this letter, within the last hour of
this night (6:50 p.m. on Jan. 22), a Colchester
police officer had no choice but to do the compassionate thing, and put down a deer who had
been hit by a subcreature who couldn’t be bothered to stop. The time was 6:30 p.m., right in
front of my house on Van Cedarfield Road.
There is no way you wouldn’t have known
you hit the poor animal, and I wish you could
have seen the suffering in its eyes, and the jagged piece of bone which was all that was left of
one of its hind legs. My question to you, “good
person” (?) that you undoubtedly are, is why
didn’t you stop like my good neighbor Jeff did,
shine your headlights on this animal, to prevent
other drivers from hitting it, and call the police
like Jeff did. Shame on you! And thank you Jeff.
Ellen Kraemer – Colchester

Republican Hypocrisy

To the Editor:
Get ready for whiplash as the Republican Party suddenly finds its voice. For four years they
were mute as Trump bungled the pandemic, assaulted the free press, kowtowed to our dictatorial enemies, stacked the courts with the most
conservative and unqualified judges, assaulted
the Constitution and led an insurrectionist mob
against Congress. But once Biden takes over,
they’re screaming mad about every slight they
can fasten on to. Listen to Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis as he goes off in faux outrage when the
Capitol police leadership sent some National
Guard troops out of the Capitol building to an
unheated garage. Using the GOP propaganda
mouthpiece Fox and Friends he shouts, “They
are soldiers.” “They are not Nancy Pelosi’s servants.” Who cares that Pelosi had nothing to
do with it. From here on in anything with bad
optics will be blamed loudly and squarely on
Democrats in power – truth be damned.
And how about all the Trumpists angry about
the veteran who was shot and killed while
breaking into the Capitol chambers with a wild
mob behind her? Her death is being chalked
up as unjust because she was only “voicing
her opinion.” Ironic how Rivereast writers can
‘voice their opinions’ here without destruction
and death. But QAnon dupes are clueless how
to use facts and civilized discourse to win debates. Violence and outrage their final resort.
Notice how quickly conservative gun nuts
abandon their ‘stand your ground’ mantra when
it’s one of their own being shot and not one of
their own, George Zimmerman, gunning down
an unarmed Trayvon Martin. In the forecast – a
steady stream of Republican hypocrisy for the
next four years to fill the void of Trumps daily
tweets and utterances.
Ed Smith – Andover

News copy deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday at noon.
Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, P.O.
Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Due to space constraints, letter writers must limit their letters to
300 words or less. No exceptions will be made. E-mail is preferred. Word or text
documents are best. Letters submitted without a contact phone number will not
be published nor will anonymous letters or letters submitted by someone other
than the person who wrote it. We cannot guarantee all letters will be published.
(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com
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Divide and Censor

To the Editor:
I was taught as a young man to be a “gracious
winner.” The Democratic Party won the election, albeit tainted, but they’ve been “sore winners,” looking to inflict humiliation, pain and
suffering on their opponents and enjoy doing it.
They want to “reprogram” suspected agitators –
like they did in Nazi Germany?
Delusional Hillary Clinton thinks Vladimir
Putin was coaching President Trump through
the “riots” inside the Capitol on Jan. 6. She
needs to be medicated once and for all.
Antifa and BLM are Marxist organizations –
period!! Antifa is the enforcement arm of the
Democratic Party, much like the KKK was to
the South decades ago. They’ll show up at your
house to menace and threaten. Sound familiar?
Biden talks of unity then goes on the attack
mode referring to people of “white” color as
supremacists, domestic terrorists and political
extremists. Way to wave that olive branch, Joe!!
Nancy Pelosi – vindictive and evil – puts Eric

Swalwell, “The Spy Who Shagged Me,” as the
Impeachment Manager of the House. The new
star of 101 Dalmatians.
Biden stops the Keystone Pipeline – despite Canada begging him not to pull the plug;
11,000 jobs lost, mostly in Nebraska (red state
– of course). This will result in higher gas and
heating oil prices and more dependence from
countries that hate us. Way to go Joe.
Biden cancels President Trump’s immigration policies – no border security with a
100-day “pause” on deportation for illegals.
Thousands of the “finest” Central Americans
gleefully head toward our southern border to
enter illegally and put a further strain on our
failing economy. Brilliant.
Biden Administration performs a “purity”
test on our National Guard because the Dems
claim that because 80% of the Guard is white
and Joe only received 20% of the white male
vote; he could be in danger.
More to come.
Don Denley – Andover

Speak Out Against
Insurrection

To the Editor:
We remain deeply disturbed by the U.S. Capitol insurrection; particularly the lack of contrition from insurrectionists and Congressional
and Senate Republicans, who repeated The
Big Lie of massive voter fraud. This resulted
in horrific violence, with five dead, including a
Capitol Police officer. We are also disappointed
in the silence of Republicans who refuse to
disavow violence or support Donald Trump’s
claim of a “stolen” election.
If there ever was a time to take a side, this is
it. We understand that Republicans in Congress
fear crossing former President Trump in order
to keep their seats; and we condemn those who
would threaten Republicans who cross party
lines. We are nonetheless compelled to call out
those in Connecticut who remain silent, identi-

Piano
Tuner

Volunteers Wanted for a Paid Research Study

Do you have chronic low back pain
OR type 2 diabetes OR both?

Tuning,
Repairs &
Cleaning

Please contact the pain
diabetes research study at:

Contact

Ted Williams
CIT1-21-21

(860) 486-6930

or
painresearch@uconn.edu

CIT10-22-20

Insurrection Day

To the Editor:
Time after time, Trump schemed to overturn
an election he did not win. 62 cases with no evidence. He tried to get states to overturn votes.
When that failed, he incited a violent insurrection. They beat to death an officer using an
American flag. They hung a noose, all the while
threatening to hang Mike Pence and were going
to kill members of Congress. The evidence is
clear. Convict Trump in the Senate and arrest
and prosecute him, his GOP co-conspirators
and the insurrectionists.
Being accountable doesn’t end when the
president’s term does. Prosecution serves as a
deterrent to any future president who chooses
criminal behavior at any time, and in particular,
can prevent one from holding a public office
again in the future.
Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

Selling Your Home?

fying themselves as Republicans and wanting
us to believe they are different from their federal counterparts.
For eight years, Democrats were held fully
responsible for the actions of President Barack
Obama in federal, state and local elections. The
same is true for the other side. When white nationalists continue to plan violence on behalf
of the former Republican president, there is no
luxury to stay quiet.
We applaud those have taken a stand, including state Rep. Robin Green and the Hebron
RTC. We are disappointed in those who have
not. And lest some try to bring up the summer’s unrest, let us be perfectly clear that we
condemn all violence. There is a marked difference between summer 2020 and an insurrection
against the United States.
There is still too much silence, particularly
considering 197 Congressional Republicans
who voted “no” to impeach Donald Trump.
We hope more step up and tell Donald Trump
he was wrong. And then, together, let us work
to make Hebron, Connecticut, and the United
States a better place for everyone.
Sincerely,
The Hebron DTC Executive Committee
Tiffany V. Thiele, Chair
Mal Leichter, Vice-Chair
Janet Fodaski, Treasurer
Amy D’Amaddio, Interim Secretary

Don’t Allow Bullying

To the Editor:
I read the article about one person treating the
trails off of Grayville Road as private property. I
live within walking distance to this entrance and
definitely do not want to see it closed. I know of
this so-called squeaky wheel that wants to ruin
things for everyone. Occasionally I will drive to
the entrance to bring my elderly dog right onto
the trail and I was confronted by her telling me
I shouldn’t park there. I pay my town and state
taxes like everyone else. I should be able to use
the state land. Please don’t let this person get
away with her bullying.
Tony Phalstaf – Amston

Stop the Hating

To the Editor:
It is interesting to me that since Nov. 3 several people have been emboldened to write letters
to the editor expressing their hate for President
Trump and all Republicans who voted for him.
It is one thing to not like the policies of a person and another thing to hate the person.
On the one hand, Biden says he wants to unite
the country and in his next breath, he wants to
punish half the population because they did
not vote for him. This is the same scenario that
many politicians are following. How is that goSee Letters, page 4

Join us for a free virtual class

Diabetes and
your feet
Join our interactive class right from the
comfort of your phone, computer or tablet
and learn more about:
■ Symptoms of diabetic foot problems
■ Taking care of your feet
■ When to seek care
■ Plus, LIVE Q &A with the expert

Wed., Feb. 10 | 5–6pm

If So, Then Consider Our
“1% Full-Service Listings”

PRESENTER:

We Deliver Superior Results at a Fraction
of the Commission!

Mark Tramontozzi, MD,
FACS, CWS

We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that we could deliver
superior home-selling services all across Connecticut for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% or even 3%
traditionally charged. Since then we have sold 134 homes at a 1% listing fee and have saved our clients
cumulatively over $700,000!

Regional Medical Director of
Wound Care

REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
Call 1.855.HHC.HERE (1.855.442.4373) or go to
HartfordHealthCare.org/VirtualClasses
After you register, you’ll receive an email with
easy instructions on joining the virtual class.

Savings of $8,000!

So whether your home is worth $200,000 or $2,000,000, or whether your home is in Glastonbury or
Granby, Wolcott or West Hartford, or anywhere in between in CT, we will deliver superior full-service listing
services, and save you many thousands of dollars in the process. And there are no gimmicks or hidden
fees. Plus, we only get paid when your home sells, so there’s no risk to you!

Rockoff Realty, 29 Lake Road, Amston, CT 06231

CIT1-28-21

Savings based on a $400,000 sales price and home-seller paying Rockoﬀ Realty’s listing fee of 1% vs. 3% charged by another
Full-Service Broker. Any fee paid to a Buyer Broker is determined by the Seller.

RE1-29-21

If you would like to sell your home, receive superior service, and save thousands of dollars, call Kevin
Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, at 860-882-9598. You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn more about
our “1% Full-Service Listings”, see for yourself all of the homes we’ve sold, and read actual reviews from
many of our satisfied clients.

15570 Backus Com Ed_Wound care Diabetes & Feet-Tramontozz_5.125x10.5 bw.indd 1

1/21/21 11:29 AM
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Time to End Filibuster

To the Editor:
Perhaps we shall see a Senate that finally becomes a place where legislation does not go to
die. The overuse of the filibuster has impeded
progress for too long, allowing a minority of
41 votes to thwart popular measures. McConnell has practiced this evil art while lining his
pockets and providing tax cuts for the wealthy.
Time to end the filibuster.
Ed Gyllenhammer – Portland

“President Joe”

To the Editor:
In response to a recent letter, I would like to
add my opinion of “grandpas.”
My grandfather, an old Yankee, spent his leisure time translating the Bible from Greek to
English, a way of “exercising his brain.”
My father, a grandfather with an eighth grade
education, became a foreman in a large manufacturing company in Rhode Island. His understanding of human nature and world events led
him to predict that Stalin would change sides in
WWII, just one example of his insight.
My husband, a Harvard student, later at age
50 graduated second in a computer programmer class and worked into his seventies for
insurance companies in Connecticut. He was a
grandfather.
My son, a grandfather in his 70s, owned his
own business and is active in the community.
I have been privileged to have been in a family of “grandpas,” whom I have respected for
their wisdom and who learned from their mistakes.
If you, Mr. Kozlowski, are or will be a
“grandpa,” perhaps you will live up to your
description of one – caring only for how much
money is in your pocket, instead of the tremendous problems we face. The long-term, growing
knowledge and experience of President Biden
is my perception of what a grandfather is and a
president should be.
Age is priceless, sir.
Charlotte Markham,
A Great-Grandmother, 92
East Hampton

State Trails

To the Editor:
I am writing in response to the article about
the trail access on Grayville Road. While the
person at the end of the road is definitely a problem, the main problem lies with the state and
the person who is in charge for the trail or the
state forests. It’s obvious whoever it is doesn’t
like bicycles or has been in their position so
long they are out of touch with current trends.
Anybody who has ventured out in the woods
knows that unless you know where you are going there is no way to tell where you are and
you better have a phone so you can figure it out.
It’s just a joke how these trails are maintained
or lacking maintenance and the total lack of signage is idiotic.
I have lived in numerous locations in the
west and all of them have trail systems that are
well-maintained and signed. Signs are the key
to safe travels in the woods. Painting a dot on a
tree is not signing trails. The lack of developed
parking and trailhead information kiosks is appalling. Not only do signs make the trails easy
to navigate and fun, but safe also. Another benefit of well-marked trails is that if people find
them to be easy to navigate and fun more people
will come to ride and that’s just a boost to the
economy.
Having no signage on the trails also has another negative effect; it makes it difficult to
identify illegally-built trails and what happens
is every knucklehead with a shovel has to add
their two cents and this just creates a spider web
of trails and many not either well-constructed
or constructed in areas where they shouldn’t be,
and Grayville is no exception to this problem.
If you want to fix the trail systems in Connecticut just find who is in charge and get them
removed.
Thank you,
Steve Langello – Colchester

we all know Donald Trump Jr. and Sr. would not
have the same luxury. Should I continue?
We are now subject to a new administration
in which poor Joe Biden is nothing but a hood
ornament on a clunker. However, an interesting
symbiosis has developed between the media and
Grandpa Joe. It’s like Grandpa is the new Bill
Clinton, and the media is Monica Lewinsky.
Regards,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

a chairman that knows the system like the back
of her hand, the director of public works and the
project being on a tight time schedule, he spends
undue time insisting a third team with no civil
engineering experience oversee the first two
firms. With no success he then expresses worry
that there was no competitive bidding put out by
the town prior to its approval of Wright Pierce to
oversee the construction phase. Common sense
says the people that designed the system should
be the ones to oversee the construction.
Throughout the meeting I was struck by his
seemingly gross indifference to the proceedings
of the BOS itself. Absentmindedly shuffling
papers, interrupted by his half-hearted “John
Collins Aye” replies to motions as the meeting
progressed. Only showing interest when his pet
peeve came up. If he is unable to give his full attention to the meetings, and his heart isn’t really
in it, he might consider resigning. Rather than
moving forward in a timely manner, the project
is on hold while the bid issue is worked out.
Mark Falade – Hebron

Point/Counterpoint

To the Editor:
I’d like to thank some Rivereast letter writers
for reviving the classic satire of political debate
from the early days of Saturday Night Live.
For those old enough to remember it, we had
Dan Aykroyd snarling at Jane Curtin in Point/
Counterpoint...“Jane, you ignorant slut.” Unfortunately, it was funny then, but mostly sad and
annoying now.
There are four or five writers on opposite
sides of the political spectrum (I won’t name
them as I’m afraid that seeing their name in
print is the reason they write) who engage in
a similar charade of real political debate. Ad
hominem attacks, the thrust of what passes for
argument in their letters, doesn’t have a great
track record for moving the combatants toward
common ground. The result is always the opposite. Positions are entrenched. Heat is generated, not light. The anger and resentment grow.
What a fine recipe for sharing the country in
peace.
Perhaps, think about why you are writing. If,
as I suspect, you are answering last week’s attack from the same people, then, instead, take
a deep breath, a walk, pet your dog, smile at a
neighbor. Do something nice. Don’t inflame the
same hostilities.
Stephen Markson – Portland

Adopt-a-Family 2020

To the Editor:
This year, Adopt-a-Family Holiday Giving was a bit different from years past, due to
COVID-19, but we hit it off great with the outpouring donations during this hard time in our
lives. We were able to help four families this
year and we couldn’t have done it without the
generous donations to make this a very special
Christmas! Portland Volunteer Fire Department
would like to thank the following:
Airex Rubber, Colla Signs, C.S.B. Inc., Daniels Oil Company, Dairy Queen (Portland),
Guilmette Automotive, NAPA Auto Parts (Portland), Portland Discount Liquors, Portland
Home & Hardware, Portland Memorial Funeral
Home, Portland Transmissions, Quonset Surplus Store, Schultz Electric, Inc., Thompson
Landscape Improvement, Water & Sewer Specialties, Winchester Café, Valli Construction,
Bud’s Café, and Portland Veterinary Hospital.
Also, Kim and Rob Puida, Taelor Nadeau, Bob
Shea, Danielle and Rose Piatti, Portland Police
Officer Revicki, Michael Tierney, and of course
can’t forget Santa!
Have a safe and great 2021!!!!
Portland Volunteer Fire Department

Selectman Collins

Sociopathic

To the Editor:
It concerns me that Edmund Smith is a professional educator. Last week he chose the term
“sociopath” to describe some Rivereast letter
writers. As a paid mentor of children, that was
a really classy move and a teachable moment
for his students. The tenor of his letter makes
me believe “psychopath” is the term that he was
really searching for since the scope of sociopathy is narrower, primarily defined by the lack
of feeling moral obligation to anyone but one’s
self. A psychopath can have a broader variety
of mental issues, much like the ones Edmund
believes his detractors have. Personally, I don’t
qualify as a sociopath because I feel an immense moral obligation to Edmund’s students
and their parents when he acts foolish. His employer apparently does not, since they employ
a teacher who is vociferous about stereotyping
individuals based on their political views, and
those views may be held by students (or their
parents) that are in his class.
But do you know what is sociopathic and
psychopathic? Perpetuating non-existent Russian collusion at the expense of the American
people. Assassinating the character of women
that your husband sexually assaulted just to protect your own presidential aspirations. Accusing Justice Kavanaugh of running a rape club
with no tangible evidence. Accusing Senator
Gabbard of being a Russian operative. Deepsixing Hunter Biden’s laptop and the Big Guy’s
Chinese connections prior to the election when

To the Editor:
I attended the Hebron Board of Selectmen
meeting as a WPCA member on Jan. 21. Selectman Collins seems to have misconceptions in
regards to the diligence the WPCA has put into
the pump station upgrade. The WPCA reviewed
five bids and oversaw five presentations. Three
were brought back for second presentations before Wright Pierce Construction was chosen for
the design phase.
Based on the one time he attended our regular
meeting, Mr. Collins formulated a narrative in
which he publicly sullied the character of the
board members. The fact that they volunteer
doesn’t seem to matter to him. Ignoring the due
diligence mentioned above, the second engineering company hired to oversee the first, the
board with two longtime MDC employees and

Weekly Diatribes Continue

To the Editor:
It is with great sadness that the weekly diatribes and verbal discord by the various regular
contributors to the Rivereast continue unabated.
The inauguration ceremony of the duly-elected
(by the people) president voiced a consistent
message of unity, restoring truth, and working
to bridge the political/philosophical divide in

Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
the coronavirus, which are continuing to pop
up all across the globe.
Fauci said this news is “all the more reason” to vaccinate people faster, according to
CNBC. He said mutations occur when the virus spreads and replicates itself – which can
be suppressed if enough people are inoculated
against the disease to build herd immunity.
Like most of you, I’m itching for life to go
back to normal. I miss activities, I miss vaca-

tions, I miss weekend getaways – heck, I miss
people. I can’t wait for this mess to be behind
us. As I wrote recently, I really feel there’s a
light at the end of the tunnel – and I’m hoping, with the increased vaccines Biden announced this week, that light will grow closer
and closer.
***
See you next week.

RIVEREAST
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★ Letters cont. from page 3
ing to unite the country?
The giant social media sites are beginning to
ban anyone whom they do not agree with. How
is that allowing free speech? They do not ban
hate speech from those they agree with. How is
that being unbiased?
Do you realize that there is a difference between free speech and hate speech? It seems that
the editor of this paper and the writers who show
their hatred for President Trump and those who
voted for him do not understand the difference!
What’s comical to me is the letters each week
of a small group of people showing their hatred
for those with opposing views. (Note: you are
only making yourselves look the fool.) Perhaps
you need to start giving your views on how we,
as a nation, can improve our country. Electing
fools and hate-filled people to represent us is not
a solution.
The people we elect to the local, state, and
federal level must represent the people they
serve and not blindly follow, like sheep, the party they are associated with.
If America ever has a chance of surviving,
stop the hating, and listen to and read sources
that present views different than yours. More
next week.
Gary Gile – Andover
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Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

“Pane in the Glass”

– Get great rates that start at $200

860-342-3253

– Liability limits up to $2 Million
– Fast, Friendly Service

East Hampton

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story

Extraordinary Benefits:
• You’ll feel really, really good!
• You’ll meet delightful dogs, fabulous felines,
and some pretty special humans too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:

Please call 860-569-0722 or visit www.poainc.org

Kelly Coleman

Manual Therapy Certified

Dpt UNE ’18

Call Today!

to request a visit, call us or visit

RE8-28-20

Keith Arcari

Mspt UConn ’00

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

East Hampton

www.symmetryusa.net
No Referral Needed!!!

860-788-7976

Route 66, East Hampton

270 Main Street, Portland, CT
www.SymmetryuSa.net

(860) 267-7943

Store Hours: Mon-Wed 8-6; Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Throw Out 2020...
DUMPSTER
RENTALS
Start 2021 with a Dumpster Rental!
Limited Time Pricing*

Cubic Yard
Dumpster
+ CT sales tax

320
1.5 tons/3,000 lbs allotted

$

$95/ton over 1.5 tons

Cubic Yard
Dumpster

+ CT sales tax
440
2.5 tons/5,000 lbs allotted

$

Cubic Yard
Dumpster

+ CT sales tax
530
3.5 tons/7,000 lbs tons allotted

$$

$95/ton over 2.5 tons

$95/ton over 3.5 tons

*Must
mentionRivereast
NorwichNews
TimesBulletin
whenwhen
ordering.
Expires
AprilApril
1, 2021.
FreeFree
7 Day
Rental.
*Must mention
ordering.
Expires
1, 2021.
7 Day
Rental.$5$5perperday
dayafter
after 77 days.
days.

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE
860-642-7351 • STERLINGSUPERIOR.COM

d884064

• East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization
• East Hartford facility – Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical & placement teams

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or
tELEHEALtH video conference visits.
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Volunteer. The Benefits
Are Extraordinary!

Wood Pellets
&
Bio Bricks
Now In Stock!

RE7-31-20

★ Maple Fest cont. from page 1
Ron Wenzel, of the Wenzel Sugarhouse, said
he was not surprised at the cancellation.
He said there was no way enough people
would be vaccinated in time for the fest and that
if people had to socially distance during demonstrations in his sugarhouse – a staple activity
during the annual affair – he would only be able
to fit four at a time. He said he normally gets
crowds of 25 or more.
Wenzel said that while he said he got through
last year’s cancellation, it still hit his wallet in
that he had purchased signs, advertised and paid
for portable toilets for the day of the event.
“I’d rather know in January that we’re not going to do it rather than the first of March,” he
said.
Wenzel said his business is doing alright as
folks are still buying syrup. His phone number
is on the bottle so anyone looking for the sticky
pancake topper can call and he will meet them
at the farm and sell them what they need.
The only requirement, he said, is they have to
wear a mask.
Russ Schaller, of Woody Acres, said last
year’s cancellation has had a negative impact
on his business. He said that, despite uncooperative weather, he yielded about 30 gallons of
syrup, five more than usual – but was unable to
sell all of it.
“I made a real lot of light syrup last year, it
was just a good year,” he said. “I still have some
leftover. You keep in in the freezer; it’ll last indefinitely.”
Schaller said he has no idea why it was such a
good year for syrup, as there wasn’t a great deal
of snow or frost to drive sap up into the trees.
Both Wenzel and Schaller said they were already getting ready for this year’s tapping season.
Wenzel said he is picking up sticks and twigs
around the farm, cleaning his evaporator, making sure lines haven’t been chewed by squirrels,
and checking on the health of his trees.
He anticipates he will start tapping trees in
mid-February, and said he usually gets between
50 and 80 gallons of syrup a year.
Schaller said he usually taps the trees somewhere around Valentine’s Day or Presidents
Day.
As far as being hit with potential losses for
a second year, he is looking on the bright side.
“It could be worse, I could be one of these retail owners or something else,” he said. “People
got it a lot worse than I do, so I gotta consider
myself lucky.”

RE9-18-20

Let the savings pile up this winter season
with a quote from Sica Insurance

Send anonymous pic including
town to myglasspane@gmail.com
& get a guesstimate, or call
CIT12-17-20

our country. President Biden has been in office
two days as of this writing, and today’s [last
Friday’s] Rivereast already contains a surplus
of derogatory comments and verbal insults. Unfortunately, the writers of these letters missed
the “unity” message, and have chosen to continue down a path of fear-mongering, venomfilled discourse.
I was pleased to hear and observe the leadership of our country taking a strong position to
work together and get past the discord of the
past four years. I am not so naive as to believe
that all our politicians will change their behavior and work for the American people instead of
their political party, but time will tell and their
actions will tell us if they are in fact listening.
What do you think, fellow readers? Are these
regular contributors capable of working to overcome the massive challenges we face in America? Or are they content to sit on the sidelines
and trade insults, distorted views and on the rare
occasion, facts that don’t have on lick of impact
to the various issues facing us.
Why not hold off on the verbal threats, tirades, invective, name-calling for at least the
next 100 days till we can determine if we are
heading in the right direction? Try taking some
concrete, positive steps to help for a change instead of writing hate-filled letters that continue
work against unity in our towns and country.
How about trying the “unity” approach in our
little part of America? Can’t hurt!!!
Regards,
Bob Yenkner – East Hampton
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Knights to Hold Baby Shower

Resident’s Check
Stolen from Dropbox

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Zion Lutheran Church continues to offer
online worship services that are available for
viewing Sundays after 9 a.m. on YouTube.
Search “Zion Lutheran Church Portland CT.”
Pastor Sara Stall-Ryan, Music Director Allen
Hill and church members have worked together
on the services.
Bulletins for each service are available on the
church website at zionlutheranportland.org.
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 William St. The community is welcome to participate in all worship services and special events.
For more information, or if you are in need
of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, email
zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

“My question is if the town can alert people
[to check fraud activity],” Klemba said.
Referencing several controversies and disruptions that embattled the United States Postal Service during last year’s election cycle,
Klemba said the Post Office “doesn’t need another black eye,” but added that “many seniors
use those boxes” and both public and postal
officials can do more to warn the public.
Joseph Cardenas, postmaster of the Portland Post Office, said postal inspectors are
also investigating the incident.
Cardenas said the issue of checks being stolen, bleached and altered is “ongoing” across
Connecticut. Personally, Cardenas has spoken
to three different people whose checks were
stolen in a similar fashion.
Cardenas said he’s in the process of getting
outdoor cameras installed, and installing new,
more secure curbside mailboxes.
“That’s in the works,” Cardenas said
Wednesday. “It shouldn’t be easy to get in
there.”
Cardenas said whoever perpetrated the theft
was quite audacious, considering that the police building is directly across the street.

Knights Pasta Dinner

The Freestone Council Knights of Columbus
will serve a takeout pasta dinner Wednesday,
Feb. 3.
Dinners can be picked up from 4-6 p.m. in
the rear parking lot of St. Mary Church, located
at 43 Freestone Ave. Cost is $10 per person.
Proceeds help fund the charitable works Council 7 provides.
The dinner will feature pasta, meatballs, salad and roll.
No pre-order is necessary. On the day of the
meal chefs will be available at 860-342-2713 to
answer questions.
The council offers take-out dinners the first
Wednesday of every month.
For home delivery of dinners, call John McNickle at 860-342-1415.

Like us on

Facebook

Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems
FREE
QUOTES
www.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA

Project Graduation
Fundariser

Kindergarten
Registration

Melilli Caffé and Grill in Portland donating a
percentage of all sales every Wednesday in February to support Portland High School Project
Graduation.
On Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24, anyone who mentions Project Graduation when ordering will
have 25% of the cost of their purchase donated
to the committee, which puts on an all-night
drug- and alcohol-free party held for PHS seniors the night of their graduation.
Melilli Caffé and Grill is located at 264 Main
St., and can be reached at 860-342-4035.

860-742-6767

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church, UCC, of
Andover, 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through the Narthex. Masks and social distancing are required.
If you don’t have a mask, a mask will be given
to you. Sunday School for children is provided.
The service also streams live on the church’s
Facebook page (First Congregational Church,
Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office
at 860-742-7696.
The church has a weekly Bible Study on
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. both via Zoom and in person at the church (observing CDC guidelines
regarding social distancing and masks). If in-

terested in attending via Zoom, call the church
and leave a message and Nilson will send you
the meeting link.
The Food Pantry is Mondays from 5-7 p.m.
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines are observed and masks are required. The Foodshare
van comes to the church every other Wednesday
from 9-9:30 a.m. and will next be there Feb. 3.
29th Annual Souper Bowl: Sunday, Feb. 7.
The church is now taking preorders. Menu is:
Gil’s Famous Chili – $8/quart or $4/pint; ham,
turkey or tuna grinder with chips, or garden
salad with chips, $6 each; soda, $1. Pick-up is
from noon-1 p.m. For more information, call
the church office at 860-742-7696.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following news items have been announced for Andover seniors.
COVID-19 Vaccinations: Shots now available for Andover seniors age 75 and over. Call
877-918-2224 and register to receive your vaccine shot. If you will need a ride, call senior coordinator Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122.
Rides to Medical Appointments: Call Pala-

Volunteers Wanted for a Paid Research Study

Do you have chronic low back pain
OR type 2 diabetes OR both?
Please contact the pain
diabetes research study at:

(860) 486-6930

Tatiana Geist

Valley View School in Portland has announced its kindergarten registration process for the 2021-22 school year.
Parents/guardians of children who will be
5 on or before Jan. 1, 2022, should contact
Valley View at pgross@portlandct.us to indicate if they will be registering the child for
kindergarten. Provide your child’s full name,
phone number and address.
Further information regarding kindergarten registration will then be provided.
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Licensed, Certified & Insured

include diapers, sleepers, blankets, rattles, bibs,
bath towels, wipes, lotion, outfits, shampoo,
bottles, baby bath, pacifiers, comb and brush
sets, socks, gift sets, stuffed animals, blanket
sleepers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, diaper
bags, booties, and more.
A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will
also be available, and gratefully received. Donations can also be mailed to Freestone Council, P.O. Box 7, Portland, CT 06480.
For more information, call Hermanson at
860-342-6117.

or
painresearch@uconn.edu

CIT1-21-21

By Jack Lakowsky
Jane Klemba, a Portland resident, told local
police a check of hers intended to pay a household bill was taken from the local Post Office
outdoor mailbox and then fraudulently cashed
in a nearby bank.
Police are investigating, and the local post
office is taking corrective action.
Exactly how the suspect managed to get the
check from the box is unclear, Klemba said. It
was cashed in person under a woman’s name.
The check was “bleached,” or cleared of
all information, and then refilled fraudulently. Klemba said the check, intended to pay a
Comcast bill, was cashed for about $4,000.
Klemba wrote on Facebook about the incident. She said many people came forward
sharing similar stories of checks being stolen
from outdoor drop boxes.
“The bank told me they’re having trouble
with this kind of thing too,” Klemba told the
Rivereast on Tuesday.
Klemba said bank staff has advised her,
and everyone else, to check their accounts at
least weekly. They also recommended mailing
checks directly and not leaving sensitive items
in outside boxes.

The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Columbus will hold its ninth annual Baby Shower the
weekends of Feb. 6-7 and 13-14. A large box
for donations will be located in the Gathering
Place at St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone Ave.
All items donated will be shared with Portland Food Bank, as well as Birthright, an organization that new and expectant mothers with
a range of support services, including no-cost
pregnancy testing, prenatal health care, and maternity and baby supplies.
Suggested new items should be unwrapped,

zzi to reserve a ride. All seniors, veterans, and
ADA individuals are welcome. Masks must be
worn in the van; if you have a caregiver that person may come with you. Temperatures will be
taken by the driver.
Shopping: The bus picks people up at home
and takes them to Manchester for shopping on
Tuesdays at 7 a.m. Masks must be worn and
temperatures will be taken by driver before clients can access the bus. Call Palazzi for a ride.
Foodshare/Food Pantry: Municipal Agent
Roberta Dougherty calls seniors on Fridays to
see if they would like Foodshare or the food
pantry delivered. All deliveries will be made
by senior transportation drivers. Food will be
placed outside the senior’s door.
No Other Activities: No other senior activities will start until further notice. This includes:
movies, exercise programs, drumming classes,
and Young at Heart meetings. No trips will be
available until there is approval from Town
Administrator Eric Anderson and the Board of
Selectmen.

Columbia Glass, Inc.
Serving Eastern CT Since 1953

Discounts as
big as a house.
Or condo.
Or apartment.
Paul A Catalano CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
Bus: 860-537-3338
Metro: 860-889-1300
Paul A Catalano
CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
www.catalanoins.com

Bus: 860-537-3338
www.insurect.com

windows fixed FAST! Screens, Mirror,
Tabletops, Plexi, Lexan. Glass Railings,
Barn Windows, Storms & more!

860-228-8485
127 Rte 66 East, Columbia
M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 noon
www.columbiaglassct.com

See just how big your
savings could be.
Your savings could add up to
hundreds of dollars when you
put all your policies together
under our State Farm roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.
CALL ME TODAY.

CT LiC.# 0519877

Since 1978

®

860-342-5240

™

Call me today
for a free consultation.

860-805-8710

2790 Main Street Glastonbury, CT
TatianaGeist@bhhsNEproperties.com
TatianaGeist.com

1103155.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Brothers oil
Company

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

i www.BrothersOil.com

a

HOD 114 • S7-308374
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Whether you’re looking to buy or sell,
your dream home is within reach.
Take advantage of this unprecedented
winter housing market!

Cool! Broken or fogged double pane

RE1-15-21

Frigid temperatures...
HOT market!

RE11-20-20
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When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
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School Board Adopts 4% Budget Increase

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located
at 45 Freestone Ave. The Rev. John Antonelle is
pastor, Dana Garry is deacon and Jeanne Samolik is director of music. The church office can
be reached at 860-342-2328. For more information, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org.
Weekend Masses: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks
is required. Social distancing and all COVID-19
regulations are followed.
Online Mass: Each weekend, the 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass is livestreamed. Visit the the parish website for more information.
Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-3 p.m.
Faith Formation Program: Classes are being held virtually at this time. For more information, call Faith Formation Director Susan
Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308.
Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-

ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.
Mass in Honor of Blessed Mother: First
Saturday of every month at 9 a.m.
Baptisms: First and third Sunday of every
month at 1:30 p.m. Call the parish office to
make arrangements.
Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday at
4-4:45 p.m. If this time is not convenient, contact Antonelle.
Blessings of Marriages: During Masses on
the first weekend of every month.
St. Mary Ladies Guild: Meetings held every third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m.,
with the exception of winter months. For more
information, contact President Marilyn McGrath at 860-342-1137.
Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catholic men are invited to contact Mark Creighton at
860-308-0603 to join.
Community Outreach: Food may be
brought to the church office for the Portland
Food Bank.

Police News

Trinity Episcopal
Church News

1/7: Guillermo Cruz, 55, of Bronx, N.Y.,
was charged with first-degree sexual assault,
fourth-degree sexual assault, and risk of injury to a minor, Portland Police said. Police
said the alleged assault involved a 12-yearold child.

Project Grad Fundraiser

Inner Circle Family Martial Arts of Portland
owner Michael Pelton will donate 50% of the
proceeds of virtual fitness classes to Portland
High School Project Graduation.
Classes accommodate cardio, body weight
exercises, stretching and more. Classes run every Tuesday and Thursday, 6-7 p.m., through
April 1. As an added bonus, participants will
will have access to one free in-person class during weekdays!
Cost is $40 per month or $99 for all three
months (January, February, March). Inner Circle can be reached at 860-342-2381.
Project Graduation is an all-night drug- and
alcohol-free party held for PHS seniors the
night of their graduation.

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Winter Sports, COVID Update

At the Jan. 19 meeting, Britton shared that
Portland’s COVID-19 case ratio was up to
68/100,000. These numbers were updated on
Jan. 21 to reflect a slight decrease in this, down
to about 62/100,000 with 81 new cases diagnosed between Jan. 3 and Jan. 16.
Portland is well above the Chatham Health

District average of about 52/100,000. The district includes Colchester, Hebron, East Hampton, Portland, Marlborough and East Haddam.
Britton said he believes local COVID-19
numbers reached their holiday surge height last
week and will start to trend downward.
Portland students from grades Pre-K-6 returned to full in-person learning on Jan. 19,
while students from grades 7-12 are slated to
fully return on Feb. 1.
Britton said the district is still “confronted
with large numbers of faculty and staff quarantined due to outside exposure, with one in
school exposure” but that due to the district’s
recently flooded substitute teacher pool, he
should be able to meet staffing needs.
Britton updated the board on his plan for winter sports. He said the state Department of Public Health (DPH) has advised that schools may
run winter athletics with pandemic protocols,
such as mask-wearing and limiting crowd size.
Britton said athletes of basketball and indoor
track, considered low-risk sports, have begun
conditioning and training.
The outlook for wrestlers and cheerleaders
isn’t so certain, as these activities are considered much higher risk. Britton hasn’t decided
about wrestling and cheerleading yet, as he will
need to see how transmission rates trend over
the next few weeks.
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★ Grants cont. from page 1
In Portland, the CCGP grant money will help
improve transportation equity by funding the
construction of a bus shelter, as well as sidewalk
connectivity to places like schools, businesses,
health care facilities, churches, the library, the
senior center and other services.
Bransfield said the project’s main focus will
be walkability.
Bransfield said 43 different towns applied
for this money, and only 10 were selected. Of
those ten Portland is arguably the smallest, with
Old Saybrook being the only other grantee of
comparable size. Other winners include Bristol,
Groton, Meriden, Windsor and Stamford.
“This work is very needed,” Bransfield told
the Rivereast Monday. “We’re very happy to
have gotten this. I sing the praises of this grant.”
The amount received – $525,775 – was exactly what the town requested in its grant application. The fund’s cap was $600,000 to an
individual applicant.
The project, called “Fill-in-the-Gaps to
Routes 17/66,” will expand transportation equity by building new sidewalks in a densely populated, underserved, low-income area of town.
Specifically, work will focus on sidewalks of
Freestone Avenue, High Street, Marlborough
Street (Route 17/66), Airline Avenue and Riverside Street. Sidewalks will be repaired or, where
the sidewalk ends abruptly, connected to existing pavement.
New sidewalks will be built on the east side
of High Street between Route 17/66 and Freestone Avenue. New sidewalks and gap-fillings
will be put in front of Daniels Energy on the
west side of High Street.
Sidewalk gaps on the south side of Freestone
Avenue from High Street to Cross Street will be

filled as well.
According to the town’s application, Route
17/66 is a “principal arterial” in Portland, providing the town’s east-west connection to surrounding communities. On a daily average, this
busy thoroughfare sees 21,400 vehicles, according to town info.
The area is both high-volume and highly
populated. Children and adults alike cross this
route at the High Street intersection’s existing,
signalized crosswalk. For many of these locals,
it is a main access point to get to grocery stores,
medical offices, schools, parks, the food bank
and other services.
The Middletown Area Transit (MAT) bus
route runs from High Street to Route 17/66.
The town wants to build a bus shelter on the
east side of High Street, in front of Middlesex
Hospital Family Medicine.
The town’s Complete Streets Group was
instrumental in helping identify Portland as a
priority, Bransfield said. Both Complete Streets
and MAT endorsed the application.
Bransfield said the grant funds must be used
up in three years.
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Zion Lutheran Church continues to offer
online worship services that are available for
viewing Sundays after 9 a.m. on YouTube.
Search “Zion Lutheran Church Portland CT.”
Pastor Sara Stall-Ryan, Music Director Allen
Hill and church members have worked together
to offer videos designed to be inspiring and invite participation.
Bulletins for each service are available on the
church website at zionlutheranportland.org.
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 William St. The community is welcome to participate in all worship services and special events.
For more information, or if you are in need
of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, email
zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Due to COVID-19, Trinity Episcopal Church,
345 Main St., is not currently holding inside
Sunday services or Church School. Weather
permitting, drive-in church parking lot services
are being held at 9 a.m. Sundays.
The church is also continuing its 10:30 a.m.
Zoom Sunday services indefinitely. Additional
information on church services or Bible study
opportunities is at trinitychurchportlandct.org.
The church is open for prayer and meditation Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Any group meeting
at the church must follow current COVID-19
protocols, including wearing masks and social
distancing.
For more information on church activities or
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

stage.
According to the superintendent’s budget information, providing older students with suitable devices under warranty would cost more
than $500,000, to be paid over a course of four
years – the life cycle of a Chromebook.
Board member Meg Scata, a Democrat, suggested “rallying” the school district and larger
community to help communicate that the proposal is sound and necessary.
Britton noted that Portland schools have yet
to receive their allotment of the $774 million
federal stimulus sent to help relieve Connecticut schools of burdensome COVID-19 costs.
This money will affect the “major bottom line”
of the budget.
Britton still hasn’t heard how much this will
be, he said in an email to the Rivereast. He said
he, along with other area superintendents, await
with crossed fingers more information.
The district has been waiting on this information for many weeks.

Open
Tues. 9-5, Wed. 9-6,
Thurs. & Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-2

after hours by appointment

RE11-27-20

sitated it the increase.
Christensen said she’s aware of the town’s
apprehension about a leasing agreement to help
ensure each Portland student has access to a
Chromebook, but that a lease would affirm this
commitment.
Leasing Chromebooks, Britton explained in
an earlier meeting, is less attractive to town officials.
“The town’s not big on leasing programs,”
Britton said. “Entering into one is like buying
a car, it becomes a standing commitment that
goes on the town’s debt load. You sign that
lease, and [Chromebook costs] can’t be cut at
all. The town would prefer to see them bought
every year, but that means they can be cut every
year.”
Britton said new Chromebooks are often cut
when school board budget requests reach town
finance officials or the Board of Selectmen.
Britton proposed a major increase of about
40% for the district’s equipment budget, up
$93,000 from last year. Most of this increase is
due to the district’s 1-to-1 student Chromebook
initiative, which seeks to make sure all students
in grades 5-12 are given a computer.
Many of the district’s Chromebooks are out
of warranty and have reached the end-of-life

RE11-6-20

By Jack Lakowsky
At its Jan. 19 Zoom meeting, the Portland
Board of Education unanimously approved Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton’s 202122 school budget proposal, which calls for a 4%
increase over the current budget amount.
The adopted budget now goes to the Board
of Selectmen for review and possible changes.
School board members voiced their support
of the proposed budget, with Board of Education Chair Sharon Peters, a Democrat, saying
it reflects the district’s policy commitments and
goals.
At a Jan. 5 meeting, Britton proposed a budget of about $22.6 million for fiscal year 202122, up almost $1 million from current year
spending.
Board Democrat Chris Darby said the increase is reasonable, and that it covers district
priorities, including the 1-to-1 student-toChromebook ratio initiative, as well as contractually obligated salary increases which, according to Darby, account for nearly 84% of the
increase.
“I hope this budget passes through [the Board
of Selectmen] as-is,” said board Democrat Lauren Christensen. She went on to say that she
knows people would like to see a lower percentage but neglected capital needs have neces-
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Historical Society’s Annual Meeting Goes Virtual

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Next Week

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield this
week announced an appointment-only COVID-19 vaccination clinic for residents age
75 and older. The clinic will be held Monday, Feb. 1, at the Waverly Senior Center, 7
Waverly Ave.
To schedule an appointment, call the vaccination hotline at 860-262-7238 during
weekday business hours and your call will
be returned within 24 hours. Callers need to
leave their full name and phone number.
The clinic is sponsored by Chatham
Health District.
In a Monday interview with the Rivereast,
Bransfield said the new vaccination hotline
is an effort to help Portland’s less tech-sav-

The Portland Historical Society will host its
annual meeting for election of officers and the
executive board Sunday, Jan. 31, at 4 p.m., via
Zoom. All are invited to attend.
To register, email Portlandcthistory@gmail.
com by noon Saturday, Jan. 30. After registering, people will be sent a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meet-

vy residents. Several people have come to
Bransfield saying the state’s online registration system, VAMS, is cumbersome and not
user-friendly, she said.
“Our seniors deserve this attention, and
can’t be left whistling in the wind,” Bransfield said.
She went on to explain that in setting up
the hotline she had in mind seniors who are
able to live independently and not in senior
living facilities – where residents are more
easily vaccinated – but who may need a little
extra help in handling everyday personal
business.
Bransfield said future clinics will be announced.

Portland Library News & Notes

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the following. To register or for full program descriptions,
visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-3426757. For more information, call 860-342-6757
or email nfoley@portlandct.org or adionne@
portlandct.org.
Youth Programs: Do-It-At-Home Doodlekits with Abrakadoodle: There are new DoodleKits – one for ages 3-5, and one for ages
6-12. Each kit comes with all the necessary
supplies and instructions needed for five winter-themed crafts. Participants have the option
of doing their crafts with Abrakadoolde over
Zoom on Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m., but this is
not required. Fee: $55 for one DoodleKit (five
crafts) or $100 for two DoodleKits (10 crafts).
For this month’s Valentine’s Day-themed
DoodleCraft, each registration includes instructions and all materials needed for two art
projects. Check the website to see examples
of each craft. Fee is $20. These DoodleCrafts
are for everyone, but children ages 5 and under
may need help with cutting. As an added bonus,
chocolate will be included.
Kids’ Virtual American Sign Language
Beginner Class: Mondays, Feb. 22-March 29,

5:30-6:15 p.m., via Zoom. Fee: $50/residents,
$60/non-residents.
Virtual Skyhawks Sports: The next program wave begins next week; registration is underway. There will be Cheerleading (ages 6-9),
Soccer Skills (ages 6-9), PhysEd Fun (ages
6-9), SoccerTots (ages 3-5) and HoopsterTots
(ages 3-5).
Virtual LEGO Masters: Wednesdays, Feb.
10-March 17, 4-5 p.m., via Zoom. Participants
can use pieces from their own LEGO collection, or purchase a two-pound bag of assorted
LEGOs to keep. This bag will be available for
curbside pickup at the Parks and Rec. office.
Fee: $100/residents, $133/non-residents. Bags
of LEGOs cost $20.
Adult Programs: Tai Chi for Long Life:
Via Zoom Wednesdays, Feb. 10-March 31,
9:30-10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, Feb. 13-April 3.
Fee: $40 for either eight-week session. Contact
Parks and Rec. if interested in drop-in registration.
Virtual Paint Night: Thursday, Feb. 18, 7-9
p.m., via Zoom. Each participant will receive a
canvas board and paints. Fee: $22. If you need
brushes, add $5.

Piano Tuning
& Repair

CIT6-11-20

“We Meet By Accident”
FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR

James Garrett
860-295-9071

1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
Portland, CT 06480

DiMauro Oil Company, llc
Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.
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Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
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Job Announcement for Director/Head Teacher

The First Church Nursery School is announcing an opening for its Director/Head
Teacher. The First Church Nursery School is looking for a passionate, dedicated
person that is qualified to serve as both the director and head teacher. The First
Church Nursery School provides early learning experiences for three and four
year old children. The school prides itself on its small learning environment.
The school runs a ten month learning program over the course of three days
per week. Currently the program will be operating part time for the 2021-2022
school year, but can grow from there. The position is expected to begin in time
for the 2021-2022 school year.

Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions
Real Estate Purchases & Sales

RE1-29-21

Program Details:

Hours of the Program: 9 to 11:30
Days of the Week for the Program: Monday - Wednesday - Friday
Length of Program: September to June
Ages of Children: Three to Four Mixed Classroom
Number of Children: Approximately 18 Children
Salary is competitive for the enrollment and hours of the program
To apply for the position, please send resume, certification(s) (or willingness
to pursue director credit requirements within one year), letter of intent, and
three letters of recommendations to: 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com

20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480
(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Ann Labby, Director of Christian Education.
The church’s annual program and budget
meeting will be held Sunday, Jan. 31 at 11 a.m.
via Zoom videoconference.
The Prayer Shawl ministry continues to provide knitted prayer shawls to members and
friends in need of comfort.
Anyone wishing to be added to the mailing lists (both electronic and postal service)
of this congregation should email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net, or leave a message at 860342-3244. For more information, look for the
church on Facebook at The First Congregational Church of Portland, or visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org.

Solidarity Task Force
Launches Survey

860-267-7140

RE6-19-20

CT Reg # HOD. 596
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week session, payable to Portland Senior Center. Call the senior center if interested.
Senior Poetry Contest: The 28th annual
Gerard F. Melito, Senior Citizens Poetry Contest is now open to residents of central Connecticut age 65 or older. All poems received
are published in a booklet, distributed to each
participant and local libraries. To register and
for full contest details, contact the Waverly Senior Center.
Stay Connected: The objective is to help
disabled adults age 18 and up and older adults
age 60 and up connect with medical providers,
community, family and friends during COVID-19, using assistive technology (AT) to foster
improved communication. All five Area Agencies on Aging will assist with the screening process to select individuals who would gain the
most from technology help. Contact the Waverly Center for full details.
Musical Program: Saturday, Jan. 31, 2 p.m.,
via Zoom. Lynn Tracey, professional musician,
will play and sing songs of a century, including
genres of jazz, rock, folk, blues and more.

First Congregational Church News

RE6-5-20

y

(860) 342-2969

ter Reading Bingo card, the library will donate
one can of cat or dog food to Portland Food
Bank. Stop in to the library between January
and February to pick up a bingo card. When
you complete a row, email jrenk@portlandct.
org or post a picture to the library’s Facebook
or Instagram pages and write whether you want
to donate a can of cat food or dog food.
Online Storytime: Tuesdays, Feb. 9 and 23,
at 10 a.m., via Zoom. Share stories, songs and
other activities. Registration is required for each
week, and space is limited. A Zoom link will be
provided within 24 hours of each program.
Preschool Science: Tuesdays, Feb. 2 and 16,
10 a.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-5. Kids will explore color, chemical reactions and more. Registration is required for each week, and space is
limited. Supplies can be picked up in advance;
a Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours
of the event.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.,
is currently closed to the public until further notice. Staff is still working, however. For more
information call 860-342-6760 or email Mary
Pont at mpont@portlandct.org or Carol Revicki
at crevicki@portlandct.org. Hours are Monday
through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday,
8-11 a.m.
COVID-19 Vaccination Hotline: For Portland residents age 75 and older. Call 860262-7238; leave your full name and telephone
number and a Portland Library staff person will
return your call. Calls will be returned MondayFriday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Senior center staff will
then schedule you for a clinic appointment.
Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger:
While lessons at the center are currently on
hold, seniors may take online lessons with
Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natural Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email
bivenne@yahoo.com.
T’ai Chi with Tom Cushing: Thursdays,
10-10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Cost is $40 per eight-

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

Budget Plans
Senior Citizen Discount
Volume Discount
On-Site Diesel Delivery
RE6-19-20

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans
Service Contracts
Automatic Delivery
Prompt Delivery

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has
made the following announcements. Registration required unless noted. For more information and full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770.
Curbside Only: Due to COVID-19 concerns
Portland Library is closed until further notice,
as per the Board of Selectmen. Curbside delivery is available; hours are Monday-Thursday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Reserve items
through the online catalog or call 860-3426770. The outdoor book return is open 24/7, is
emptied frequently, and the library continues to
waive fines. If you need to print, scan and/or
fax, call the library.
Hours and services are subject to change;
call the library or access the webpage for current hours. The library is also on Facebook and
Instagram.
Youth Programs: Winter Reading Program: For each row you complete on the Win-

First Congregational Church of Portland is
a member of the United Church of Christ denomination, and is an Open and Affirming congregation. It is located at 554 Main St.
Weekly worship services are recorded in the
church sanctuary and available on the church’s
YouTube channel (First Church of Portland,
CT). Virtual church school is offered weekly by

RE11-6-20

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520
www.portlandcollisionllc.com

ing. Registrants may attend the meeting by connected device or by dialing in using a telephone.
After brief reports by outgoing president
George Gilbert and treasurer James McCabe,
Bob McDougall, director of the Ruth Callander
House Museum of Portland History, will give a
brief overview of the society’s latest project —
the former Gildersleeve Store.

Last August, the Portland Board of Selectmen established the Task Force on Solidarity, to expand the understanding of racial equity within the community, and now the task
force is looking for community feedback.
The task force has partnered with several departments within the town, including Youth Services, the Board of Education
and Portland Police Department, to establish programs, provide resources and create
events focused on equality.
The task force recently created a community survey on solidarity. It said the feedback
received from this survey will help the task
force: guide community forum discussion
on Feb. 22; learn more about the needs of
the community; and help plan events and opportunities.
The survey is up through Jan. 31. For
English, visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/
Q8R2HDM. For Spanish, visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/RZ3CFCH.
Paper copies will also be available outside
of Town Hall, 33 East Main St.
Survey responses will be anonymous. Results are reported only in aggregate form.
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Senior Center News & Notes

center offers frozen congregate meals from
CRT for pick-up. On Mondays you will receive
four frozen meals, two milks, sides and snacks
for a suggested donation of $12 ($3 per meal).
Seniors must call to sign-up for each week’s
meals by 3 p.m. the prior Thursday. Meals are
for ages 60 and older, from any town, and are
to be heated and consumed at home. Meals will
be distributed outside and can be curbside pickup. Pick-up times are 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.,
but with prior approval an alternate time can be
arranged. Delivery is also available. Each person will need to complete a Form 5, but senior
center staff can offer assistance in filling it out.
To sign up, call 860-228-1700 ext. 202 or email
aroczniak@hebronct.com. Anyone picking up
the meals must wear a mask and adhere to COVID-19 guidelines.
Energy Assistance Winter Heating Program: The senior center is taking applications
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the
winter heating costs for a household’s primary
heating source. If the household’s primary heating costs are included in rent, the household may
also apply for assistance. Benefits are available
to households with incomes up to 60 percent of
the state median income. A liquid assets test is
an additional basic eligibility requirement. Due
to the current COVID-19 crisis, all applications
for energy assistance will be completed over the
phone; there will be no in-person appointments.
Call the center for more details.
Newsletter: Go to HebronCT.com and select
“senior center” from the “town departments”
menu. You can also sign up to have the newsletter emailed to you automatically each month;
click the link on the senior center page and add
your email address.

President’s List

Erik Fellenstein of Hebron made the fall
2020 President’s List at Nichols College in
Dudley, Mass.

President’s List

Julia Mimo of Hebron made the fall 2020
President’s List at the College of Charleston in
Charleston, S.C.
Mimo is majoring in theatre.

Senior Friends of
Hebron News

While the Senior Friends of Hebron group
has not been able to meet in person due to the
pandemic, the executive committee has been
making phone calls and sending email messages to all members, just to keep in touch.
The group will continue monthly meetings
via Zoom until it can meet in person again. The
next meeting will be for members only Thursday, Feb. 11, at 3:30 p.m. Some glitches that
phone in members encountered with the last
meeting have been resolved.
Visit www.seniorfriendsofhebron.com for
information and application for membership
if interested. Renewal dues that were due in
September 2020 are being waived, as the group
doesn’t know when it will be able to meet in
person again. New members will pay the first
year dues, which are $8 per year or $60 for lifetime membership.
The Senior Friends of Hebron mailing address is P.O. Box 60, Hebron, CT 06248. For
more information, call Barbara at 860-2283106 or Cile at 860-643-8768.

Grand
OpeninG

in Hebron, CT!

Church of the Holy Family News
Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy
Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the following times: Weekend Masses are Saturday at
5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and weekday
Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at
6:30 a.m. The church is located at 185 Church St.
Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday
at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for more information. The church can
be reached at 860-228-0096.
Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter:
The church collects items year-round for the
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center,
which provides assistance to homeless adults.
The center is open for overnight stays with limited space for 15 guests due to COVID-19. Additional “warming space” with 15 cots is available for guests in a building nearby with bedtime
hours only.
Greatest needs are: latex or vinyl gloves (L

and XL only), 44-45-gallon trash bags (center
has adequate supply of 55-gallon bags), paper
towels (always needed), Pine-Sol, disinfectant
wipes and sprays, new pens, medium- and boldtip black Sharpies, and highlighters; and men’s
and women’s deodorant. The center is currently
well-stocked with clothing, hand sanitizer and
hand soap. The center also needs and new sheets
of plywood to build a bench, work surfaces, and
partitions. Gift cards of $25 to Home Depot are
requested to fund these needs. Call the number
below to offer assistance.
Place donations of goods in the designated
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room.
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry
Room. For more information, when placing donations in the Cry Room, or if you want to donate
winter items other than those listed above, call
Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open
and Affirming Congregation located at Gilead
Street and Meeting House Road, has announced
the following. For more information, visit gileadchurchucc.org, email the church office at
gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call Pastor Denise
Esslinger at the church office at 860-228-3077.
Sunday Worship: This Sunday, Jan. 31,
worship will be via livestream only, at 10 a.m.
People can watch on either YouTube or Facebook. For YouTube, go to www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC. Click on ‘subscribe’ to be notified
of future livestreams or new videos. For Facebook, go to tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.
Recordings of services will be available on either platform after the service.
Upcoming Events: Silver Lake Summer
Camp: Silver Lake has announced its offer-

Dean’s List

The following local residents made the fall
2020 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University
in Bristol, R.I.:
Amston: Kyra Byrne of Amston, Kaitlyn
Kelsey.
Hebron: Katherine Grabowski, Devin Thiesen, Katherine Weir.

ings for the summer 2021 conference season.
Details and registration are at www.silverlakect.
org. Gilead Congregational’s Women’s Fellowship is offering to pay the $150 deposit for any
young person from the congregation who would
like to attend Silver Lake; call Margaret Gibbs
(860-384-4327) for more information.
Youth Group to Deliver Meals: Meals of
ziti and sausage casseroles will be delivered
Saturday, Jan. 30, to the Covenant Soup Kitchen in Willimantic.
Bible Study on Zoom: Led by the Rev.
Bob Woodward, the weekly study group meets
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. The group
is discussing the last four chapters of Deuteronomy and then will go on to discuss what
texts participants feel are appropriate for Ash
Wednesday. All are invited; come when you
can. For more information or assistance connecting with Zoom, contact the church office
(gcc@gileadchurch.net or 860-228-3077).

President’s List

Xander Williams of Hebron made the fall
2020 President’s List at Southern New Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.

Odin’s
Well Massage
and Bodywork

RE1-22-21

Russell Mercier Senior Center remains
closed due to COVID-19 quarantine, but has
announced the following. For questions on
any program or service, call 860-228-1700 and
leave a message.
COVID-19 Vaccine Information: Call
877-918-2224 Monday through Friday from 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. to schedule an appointment at
a vaccination clinic or register online at dphsubmissions.ct.gov/OnlineVaccine. People may
also call Hartford Healthcare at 860-972-4993.
AARP Tax Preparation: Tuesdays, Feb.
16-March 30, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., by appointment
only. This is a two-appointment process; first to
bring your documents to be scanned (contactless; documents scanned while you wait in your
car), and then the second will be a 15-minute
contactless review of your return. Details will
be explained when you make the appointment.
Only those that have had taxes done previously
in Hebron the past two years (2018 or 2019)
or done at another AARP site and signed the
global consent for your information to be carried forward will be processed. Also, returns
that require a Schedule C will not be allowed.
COVID-19 precautions will be implemented;
masks required, no contact, separate entrance
and exits, etc. Appointments can be made starting Monday, Feb. 1, by calling 860-228-1700.
Virtual U with AARP CT: Dr. Henry C.
Lee Crimes & Investigations Six-Part Training Series: Offered by AARP CT in collaboration with the University of New Haven, Henry
C. Lee College of Criminal Justice & Forensic
Sciences, International Association of Financial
Crimes Investigators (IAFCI), the CT Chapter
of the IAFCI and the Coalition for Elder Justice in CT. Registration required for each virtual
program. Programs are:
Dr. Amanda Gore – Wildlife & Environmental Crimes Investigation: Tuesday, Feb. 9, 12:30
p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/GoreFeb9.
Anthony Whitledge – The Evolution of Cybercrime Investigation: Thursday, Feb. 11,
12:30 p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/CyberFeb11.
Dr. Declan Hill – Gambling with America’s
Future: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 12:30 p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/DeclanFeb24.
Meals Available for Pick-Up: The senior

Massage  Reiki  Stretch

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash

Call or book online today!

(860) 856-1071

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

odinswellmassageandbodywork.wordpress.com
Thursdays 9am-8pm | Fridays 8am-8pm

RE1-8-21

860-228-wash

Old Man Winter Will Seem a Whole Lot Colder
If You’re Stuck on the Side of the Road!
Stop by and let our technicians perform preventive maintenance
to keep your car running — especially in cold temps!

Dean’s List

Aliza Orler of Hebron, a student in the Henry
C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic
Sciences at the University of New Haven, made
the university’s fall 2020 Dean’s List.
Orler is working on a Bachelor of Science
degree in national security, with a minor in political science.

Dean’s List

Kyle White of Hebron made the fall 2020
Dean’s List at State University of New York at
New Paltz.

Our 29Th Year!!!

RE9-25-20

Number One Sales Team
in Hebron 2007, 2010,
2014 and 2018.

Call to Schedule or Drive Up!

$5.00 OFF

re

RE/max Right Choice

Full Service Oil Change

(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

a

“Pour In The Performance”

y

Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314
Expires 2/28/21 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

FIVE STAR
AGENTS
2010 – 2020

RE5-15-20

M-F 9-5
Sat. 10-4

State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!

RE1-29-21

►

33 East St., Hebron

860-228-1383

► Complete Oil Change Service
No Appointment Ever Necessary!

Fireside Supply, Inc.
Pellets & Biobricks
Wood, Pellet & Gas Stoves
All Hearth Products & Acc.
Garage Doors & Openers

• YES! We Offer Tire Rotation Service!
• YES! We Do Headlight Lens Restoration
– See More Clearly at Night!
• YES! We Do Battery Testing!
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Douglas Library News & Notes

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information, visit theworshipcenterct.org and
click on the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860228-4442.
Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., indoors. Services are also broadcast on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut
and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby64wph
to access.
Bible Study: Second Wednesday Overcomers Bible Study will be held at 7 p.m. virtually
until further notice. Call the church office for
details on how to join.
Praise and Prayer Night: Held at the fire pit
every third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. This
night is dedicated to worship and praying for
everyone in need in families, church and community.
Youth Group: For grades 6-12. Meets every
other Sunday after the service; next meeting is
Jan. 31. Email the office for meeting details:
theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com.
Couples Study: This group meets every
first Saturday of the month; next date is Feb. 6.
Current DVD session is entitled “Sacred Marriage.” Book sets are available for purchase at
the church office. Email theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com to reserve a copy.
One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:

Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in difficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office.

Honor Roll

Celia Yaworsky of Hebron made the Kingswood Oxford Honor Roll for the first two quarters of the 2020-21 school year.
Yaworsky, a ninth-grader at the school, received Honors.

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds
worship Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Church of Hope
is a biblically-driven Christ-centered church.
Worship is in person and via livestream on
the church website. To see the guidelines, and
get more information, on in-person worship
during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit www.
hebronchurchofhope.org.
The church office is closed until further notice. Pastor Jordan Brown is available to meet
by appointment. Use the church website to set
up a time.
The Red Barn is closed and not accepting donations at this time.
For more information about Hebron Church
of Hope, visit the website or look for the church
on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.

127 Main St. #4,
Hebron, CT

Gilead Church Offers Hearts of Hope
financial assistance available for those in need.
Today the fund also supports young adults as
well.
Gilead Church is asking, in exchange for a
heart and as a sign of hope, people to go online
and make at least a $10 donation to AHM Youth
& Family Services to support the Community
Mental Health Fund. To donate, go to ahmyouth.org, click on “Make a Donation” in the upper right corner, and designate the “Community
Mental Health/Hearts of Hope” as the recipient.
Local families or young adults seeking counseling services can contact AHM’s Counseling
Department at 860-228-9488. Note: this phone
number is not an emergency hotline. If you are
experiencing a health or mental health crisis,
call 911.

New HourS: TueS 10-5; wed 10-8; THur 11-8; fri 10-5; SaT 8-2

Now Selling Hebron Maple Syrup! Curbside Pickup Available

Now
g
c
c
A eptiNts!
N
ie
l
New c

Book online At:

www.persnipity.com

— All Covid guidelines in plACe • mAsks required —

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$
45/month

Should Be

• Invisalign
• Free Consultation
• Clear Braces • Flexible Financing
• Digital X-rays • Cutting Edge Technology

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$
118/month

Here!

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC
Board-Certified Orthodontist

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$
81/month

CAll uS At:
RE1-29-21

10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

www.persnipity.com

Your Ad

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

Abigail P.

(860) 530-1172

just perfect good hair

860-633-4691

175 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT
Other sizes available.
Security gate. Easy access.

Call 860-267-1234

Top DenTisT *

2008 • 2009 • 2010 • 2011 • 2012 • 2013
2014 • 2015 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018 • 2019

RE11-6-20

Braces Made Me Smile!

Hartford Magazine • Connecticut Magazine

*

ing
Award Winn ry
ntist
Cosmetic De

Dr. Jeffrey Glavin
Member:
Fellow Academy of
General Dentistry;
ADA, CSDA, HDS, ITI,
DDS – Georgetown UDS
RE1-8-21

Gilead Congregational Church invites all to
spread hope by placing a Heart of Hope in a
window.
Red cling hearts are available to pick up
in tubs in Hebron at AHM Youth and Family
Services, Ted’s Supermarket, Ace Hardware,
the Douglas Library, Gilead Congregational
Church, UCC, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and
Church of the Holy Family – as well as at Richmond Memorial Library in Marlborough and
Andover Public Library.
The church said its goal is not only to keep
spreading hope, but also to support the mental
health of the community by raising money for
AHM’s Community Mental Health Fund. The
fund was started to support the mental health
of area children, youth and families by making

RE1-29-21

one per household.
Tax Forms: The federal IRS and the Connecticut DRS will not send the library tax booklets containing forms and instructions this year;
however, the library will receive IRS forms
1040 and 1040 SR for distribution. If you need
other forms – just not the instruction book –call
the main desk to have a copy printed and placed
with curbside pickup items.
New Library Cards: People who live in Hebron or Amston and want a new library card can
visit Douglaslibrary.org and complete the online application under “Services.” You will receive an email with your new card number and
password, and the actual card will be mailed to
you.
Children’s Department: Browse the online
catalog to see the new selections. Titles are
available for lobby pick-up. In the lobby, there
are themed children’s activity kits added weekly; first-come, first-served. Also, in addition
to the regular recorded story times, the library
will offer a special series for children aged 3-8,
released each Friday on the Douglas Library
website and on YouTube. An accompanying activity or craft will be available for participants
to pick up in the library’s lobby each week. The
schedule is:
Jan. 29, We Don’t Eat Our Classmates by
Ryan T. Higgins, followed by a craft kit for kids
to make their own clown hat; Feb. 5, After the
Fall by Dan Santat, accompanied by a science
experiment about aerodynamics.

CIT10-8-20

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following pieces of news. For
more information, call the library at 860-2289312.
Lobby Pickups: The library is operating lobby pickup of materials during business
hours, and electronic resources like Overdrive,
Kanapy and Hoopla are available 24 hours a
day. For updates, visit douglaslibrary.org or
look for the library on Facebook. Lobby pickup hours: Monday and Wednesday, noon-7:30
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.;
Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.2:30 p.m. Call the library with any questions.
Holiday Closings: The library will be closed
Monday, Feb. 15, for Presidents Day. It will reopen for lobby pickups Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 10
a.m.
Beyond the Amistad: Black History at the
CHS: Friday, Feb. 12, at 1 p.m., via Zoom, presented by Natalie Belanger of the Connecticut
Historical Society. Take a tour of items from
the society’s collection representing a spectrum
of the Black experience in Connecticut. Registration is required with a valid email address.
Register anytime on the calendar page at douglaslibrary.org or call the library.
Adult & Teen Crafts: In the lobby, patrons
will find the monthly Take & Make craft bag.
February features how to make String Bowl Art,
this kit includes the floss string, a balloon and
glue. These will be available for pickup during
our normal curbside hours and please only take

Dr. Steven Balloch

Personalized Dental Care for Beautiful Smiles
Visit our amazing
Smile Gallery at

Steven M. Balloch, DDS

www.hartfordcosmeticdentist.com
See the Results you could have!

860-659-8660
300 Hebron Avenue • Suite 112
GlAStonbury

Member:
American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry;
ADA, ACOI, CSDA, HDS;
DDS – Georgetown UDS
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COVID-19 Vaccines Come to Colchester

Drug-Free Communities Grant

In other news, last week the Colchester
Board of Selectmen unanimously approved the
position and job description for a coalition coordinator for the Colchester Youth and Social
Services [CYSS] Department.
The coordinator will be responsible for the
development of substance abuse prevention
strategies meant to lead to a decrease in substance abuse rates in the community.
Valerie Geato, Director of CYSS, who was
present at the meeting, said the position was
created as CYSS received the $625,000 DrugFree Communities grant and the position’s
funding is within the grant.
The grant is renewable for an additional five
years as long as requirements are met in the first
five years, Geato said.
According to Geato, because it’s a grant
funded position, there is no guarantee there
will be a position available if the funding is not
available, meaning if the grant is not renewed
the paid position may no longer exist. The plan
is to re-apply for the funding at the end of the
five years, she said.
“If we find that this is an invaluable resource
in our community in five or ten years from now,
then we’ll figure out a way to sustain it hopefully,” she explained.
Selectman Taras Rudko asked if the town
had any metrics on what the department is do-

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Live Performance of
Shakespeare Play

The Connecticut Repertory Theatre at the
University of Connecticut will present the
Shakespeare classic Pericles, Prince Of Tyre
live via Zoom for a special price to Colchester
Senior Center members on Saturday, March 6,
at 2 p.m.
The show will feature undergraduate and
graduate acting students as well as professional
actors, with a Q & A with the actors after the
show. Tickets are $10 per household (payable to
CSC). Register by calling 860-537-3911.
Deadline to sign up is Feb. 19. The Zoom link
will be emailed directly.

book, beginning at 10:30 a.m., with a special
children’s program included. Go to www.facebook.com/groups/abundantLifeCT or look for
the church on Facebook. For more information
or if unable to connect, call the church at 860537-3082.
Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a
group of faithful members at Abundant Life. If
you are in need of prayer for healing, financial
issues, troubled family members, life-controlling habits, or any other need, call the church
to be placed on its prayer list. You may also
ask about the various days and times the prayer
groups meet and come at that time.

Colchester Federated
Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz.
The church remains closed to the public until further notice. The church has canceled inperson worship and Sunday School until disease rates decline in Colchester. Worship will
be offered via Facebook Live at 9 a.m. Sunday
mornings by a small worship team and Sunday
School lessons will be shared virtually with
families.
Virtual worship can also be found at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the “Worship & Sermons” tab.

have or do not have, Geato explained. From that
survey she said she hopes to “build on those resistance skills” so children are less likely to use
drugs and alcohol.
Rudko then said he has heard there is an ongoing heroin and fentanyl problem and asked
Geato if she had any statistics from law enforcement.
She responded that CYSS is not focused on
heroin and fentanyl and explained that the department needed to select two substances, with
abuse of which rooted in evidence.
“Our evidence showed that the two most
widely used substances among youth are marijuana and alcohol,” Geato said. “Those are the
two primary areas of focus that we’ll be addressing through this grant; and that will also
include vaping.”
Selectman Denise Turner congratulated Geato for securing the grant and said that anything
to “help start combating the drug problem is a
big help.”

Feeding the 1,200!
On Friday, Feb. 5, from 1-4 p.m., Abundant Life Church will distribute 1,200 USDA
“Farmers to Families” Food Boxes to residents of Colchester and surrounding towns,
from the church’s 85 Skinner Rd. location.
Each sealed box contains 30 pounds of
fresh produce, meat and dairy products. This
is part of the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program from the USDA under the Families
First Coronavirus Response Act to purchase
and distribute agricultural products to those in
need. Distributors have chosen Abundant Life
as a point of distribution faith-based organization to reach this area of Connecticut.
There are no financial criteria to receive
a Farmers to Families Food Box. Remain in
your cars and release your trunk and a volunteer will load your box.
For more information, contact Abundant

On Feb. 5 Abundant Life Church will
distribute 1,200 “Farmers to Families”
Food Boxes to residents of Colchester
and surrounding towns.
Life Pastor Charles Brown at c.brown26@
mac.com or 860-303-0416.

Hebron’S only barber SHop

860-888-2428
Now
opeN!

Keeping Hebron
Handsome!

Haircuts $19
Juniors & Seniors $16
Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm; Thursday noon-7pm;
saturday 8:00am-noon; sunday & Monday – Closed

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?

Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

RE10-16-20

Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skinner Rd., has announced the following pieces of
news. For more information, call the church at
860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. Abundant Life Church is a Christ-follower church
that believes salvation through Jesus Christ.
Weekly Sunday Service: The church continues open door services on Sundays. Facial
masks while roaming and social distancing
guidelines are followed, including only allowing less than 50 attendees. Sunday School is at
the church at 9:30 a.m., with the main service
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the church if you
would like to attend.
The service is also broadcast live on Face-

ing today, the need for substance abuse prevention and how the grant will bridge the gap in the
community.
Geato said the department hasn’t “done a
great job with metrics” over the last decade but
did perform a school-wide substance abuse survey for middle school and high school students
about a decade ago. She said the department
was hoping to do the same every other year but
didn’t do another survey until 2019.
To that end, she said “a huge chunk of the
money” from the grant is meant to be used for
assessment and measuring the outcomes of programs and initiatives funded by the grant.
She said two surveys on drugs and alcohol
will be given every other year. The first will be a
regional survey used elsewhere it the state.
“So we’ll have comparable local data,” Geato
said.
The second survey is a Search Institute developmental asset survey that takes into consideration a set of 40 different attributes children

RE6-19-20

continue to have its current in person and hybrid
learning models. In the superintendent’s weekly
update, Burt said the learning models will continue as they are, as long as they have enough
staff to open each building and as long as they
don’t see consistent in-school transmission.
The State of Connecticut has not yet announced when school aged children will be able
to get a COVID-19 vaccine.

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

RE1-15-21

By Karla Santos
On Wednesday, Colchester, in partnership
with Chatham Health District, ran the first COVID-19 vaccination clinic in town, at the senior
center.
While a second date has not been arranged
because of the limited vaccination doses available, the town is working with Chatham Health
to bring more vaccine clinics to town and “help
in any way needed,” First Selectman Mary Bylone said.
The event took place from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
and was by appointment only.
Bylone said appointments filled quickly, creating a lot of “unhappy people.”
She said the town will have more clinics once
it has more vaccines.
Patty Watts, Director of Senior Services said
that being able to host the clinic at the Senior
Center was “fantastic.”
“There is nothing more important that we
could be doing right now,” she said. “Seniors
are most at risk with the pandemic and being
able to offer vaccination clinics for COVID-19
to seniors over the age of 75, I think is wonderful.”
Watts said Chatham Health District, which
was providing the clinic, had 120 people scheduled to get vaccinations on Wednesday.
Bylone said Colchester nursing home residents have been vaccinated as have some Fire
and Police Department employees. She said
Fire and Police Department workers have had
to go out of town to get their vaccine.
Superintendent of Schools, Jeff Burt reported
that there have been about 50 COVID-19 cases among the Colchester Public Schools this
month. Because transmission of the virus is
happening while students are out in the community and not in the classrooms, the district will

Page 12

NEWS BULLETIN • January 29, 2021

Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Dean’s List

Dean’s List

Erin Mathieu of Colchester made the fall
2020 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont.

RE1-15-21

Marlie Gill, a psychology major from Colchester, made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at
Coastal Carolina University in Conway, S.C.

SeamleSS gutterS
Free estimates
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection
Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!

CIT6-4-20

weneedgutterS.com 860.563.8820

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave.,
has announced the following programs and
events. Most programs are on Zoom; to learn
more about join them, or for full descriptions
of any program, call the center at 860-537-3911
or email csc@colchesterct.gov. The center is
online at www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center.
More information about senior trips can also be
found online.
Monday, Feb. 1: 9 a.m., Exercise with Anne
on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 11 a.m.,
Learn to Sign with Ruth on Zoom.
Tuesday, Feb. 2: 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi on Zoom;
11 a.m., Adult Coloring; 1:30 p.m., conference
call bingo.
Wednesday, Feb. 3: 10 a.m., Making Memories on Zoom; 10:30 a.m., Jeopardy! on Zoom;
1 p.m., AARP Webinar Wednesdays.
Thursday, Feb. 4: 9 a.m., Exercise with
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom;
11 a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom; 1 p.m., Impact
Local Health Care Resources with ECHC.
Friday, Feb. 5: 10 a.m., Go Red for Woman
Virtual Group Photo; 10:30 a.m., Crafters Show
and Share Hour on Zoom; 11 a.m., Senior Yoga
on Zoom.
Upcoming Programs: Cupid Bingo: Tuesday, Feb. 9, 1:30 p.m. Pick up your special
Valentine’s Day-themed card any time before
the game starts. There will be a sweet prize for
every game and a $25 Peapod gift card for the
‘Fill the Card’ winner. For information on how
to join the game and to pick up your card, call
the senior center.
Love Song Charades on Zoom: Wednesday,
Feb. 10, 10:30 a.m. During this charades game,
participants will have to ‘act out’ the song without speaking, while the other members try to
guess what the song is. The objective is to guess
the phrase as quickly as possible.
Highlighting Colchester History with
CHS: Friday, Feb. 12, 10:30 a.m., via Zoom.

860-603-2368

Colchester Is Now OPEN!

CIT1-28-21

.com

Spring Virtual
Vendor Fair

RE1-15-21

Contact me if you are
interested in Buying, Selling
or Investing in Real Estate

Why Buy When You Can Rent?

The Colchester Historical Society will host this
special presentation, in celebration of Black
History Month, entitled “A Discussion About
African Americans in Colchester During the
18th and 19th Centuries,” presented by Gary
Walter. The link to join is on the Monthly Zoom
Links table.
Mardi Gras Lunch-to-Go: Tuesday, Feb.
16, noon. Pick up your festive lunch of Louisiana-style Jambalaya (a mildly-spiced rice
dish with chicken, tomatoes, celery and green
peppers), a tossed garden salad with dressing, a
personal “King Cake” cupcake for dessert and
some Mardi Gras-inspired surprises. Pre-register by Feb. 10 by calling the senior center. Cost
is $8 and can be paid on the day of pickup.\
Mandala Mug Craft: Wednesday, Feb. 24,
1:30 p.m. During this Zoom session, you will
create a mandala on a coffee mug while learning about the history and the symbolism of this
ancient art. Mug kits are $5 each and can be
picked up at the senior center. Call the center
to register and schedule a time to get your kit.
Community Conversation with the First
Selectman: Thursday, Feb. 25, 2 p.m., via
Zoom. First Selectman Mary Bylone will discuss COVID-19 in Colchester, announce townwide events and more. Bring your questions.
International Cooking Demo on Zoom: Poland: Friday, Feb. 26, 1:30 p.m. Follow along at
home or simply watch a demonstration on how
to prepare galumpkis, or Polish stuffed cabbage
rolls. After the program you are welcome to
stop by the senior center to get a sample of the
dish; pre-registration required. Contact the senior center for a recipe and shopping list.
Snowman Decorating Contest: All are invited to create a one-of-a-kind snowman. Mini
Styrofoam snowmen will be provided for people to decorate however they like. There will be
winners for Funniest, Most Unique, and Most
Beautiful. Participants have until Feb. 26 to
complete their snowman and submit a picture
for judging. Call the office to set up a time to
pick up your snowman starter kit for $3.
Colchester Senior of the Month: Each
month, beginning in February, the senior center
will give one or two of its members the spotlight to tell more about themselves. If interested
in being the February Senior of the Month, call
Ruth at the senior center.
Learn to Sign with Ruth: Mondays, 11
a.m.-noon. This course teaches the basics of
how to communicate with sign language. No
prior experience necessary.
Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Senior
Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; Sittercize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; Tai
Chi: Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

Todd Hatfield ABR®

Parks and Recreation is planning a new
spring vendor fair book, following the success
of the holiday book. This time around, Parks
and Rec. will expand the book to include local
farms, gardeners and businesses.
Applications will be accepted until Feb. 15
and the book will be published mid-March.
Each vendor will have four pages to display
their items for sale. Vendors should include
contact information and how to pick up and pay
for items, and should be sure to follow all COVID-19 guidelines listed on the State of Connecticut website.
Registration forms are available at www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-department or by calling the office at 860-537-7297.

LE

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924

LE

P
SAM

Interest Rates are at Historic Lows!

P
SAM

PLE
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS
M
A
S
https://www.zillow.com/profile/toddhatfield/
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR
E
L
P for Zillow reviews and testimonials
SAM
HOME PROJECT NEEDS
LE with
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator,
PTractor
M
A
S Pole Pruners, Chainsaws,
bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers,
E
Stump Grinders,
Gas
Power
Hedge
Trimmers, 6” & 12”
L
P Yorkrakes, Power Augers,
Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
M
Chippers,
Pumps,
Dethatchers,
A
S
RE8-14-20

If you are thinking of selling, now is
a great time as inventory is very low.

Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun,
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’
Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer,
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock
Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . .

Visit our website for more information and pricing

www.ctrentme.com

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase, DMD, MAGD*
Michael L. Babinski, DMD, MAGD
Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy
of General Dentistry and are members of the
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.
*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

Rental Center

WE ARE OPEN
AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN

Colchester Dental Group
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

RE7-24-20

860.537.2351

Personalized Financial Options Available!

RE11-27-20

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00-5:00pm

Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!
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Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship services
in-person Sundays at 10 a.m. Services are also
available on Zoom; visit the church website at
westchestercongchurch.org for Zoom login information.
Safety precautions are in place to protect
against COVID-19; pews are labeled for safe
physical distancing, masks are required to be
worn, hand sanitizer is available, and there is no
singing, but music is played.
The church has a small white wooden Blessings Box in its lower parking lot, with non-

perishable food items and other helpful items
for anyone who needs them. All are welcome to
come and give or take a few items.
Sunday School is not in person yet, but the
church emails video links and mails out packages of worksheets to children for the Sunday
School experience. Email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call 860-267-6711 to request
Sunday School items.
Church tag sales will return; check this newspaper and the church website for news of upcoming events.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Parks and Recreation has announced the following. For more information, call 860-5377297 or email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov.
More information, including weather-related
cancellations, is also at www.colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department. The Parks and Rec. office is located at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.
To visit in person, call to make an appointment.
Registration is required for all programs.
For full program descriptions and to register,
visit colchesterctrec.recdesk.com/Community/
Home. Forms and payment can also be left in
the Town Hall drop box. If paying by check,
place any forms and payment in an envelope
with “Colchester Recreation” written on the
envelope. To mail in your registration, fill out
the registration form and mail it and a check
to: Colchester Recreation, 127 Norwich Ave.,
Colchester, CT 06415. Make checks payable to
“Town of Colchester.”

Upcoming Events: Snow People in the
Park: Keep an eye on the Parks and Rec.
Facebook page, as during one of the upcoming
snowy days Parks and Rec. will hold a “popup” program at the park. Parks and Rec. will
hand out bags with everything needed to make
snow people in the park. This is a free program.
Free Family Game Nights: Fridays through
Jan. 29. Register online and then stop in the recreation office to pick out your game. Just return
the game the following week so it can be disinfected for a new family to enjoy the following
week.
Gentle Yoga: For ages 45 and up. All levels of fitness or yoga experience are welcome.
Meets Mondays, Feb. 1-March 3 (no class Feb.
15), 4:45-5:45 p.m. Class meets via Facebook
Live; the private link will be mailed to you after you register. Cost: $35/residents, $40/nonresidents.

Scholarship Available

Beat Those Winter Blues

Carl Guild and Associates has announced its
community scholarship program for local high
school seniors entering college in the fall. There
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Haddam and the RHAM school district.
There are no restrictions or qualifications; all
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

Drive-Thru
Polish Dinner

St. Joseph Polish Club will have a DriveThru Polish dinner Friday, Feb. 12, from
5-6:30 p.m., to benefit the Madonna Place,
a Norwich-based nonprofit social services
organization.
Dinner includes pierogis, galumpkis,
kielbasa, and rye bread with butter. Tickets are $15 and only sold at the club, 395
South Main St. Advance ticket sales only.
Tickets cannot be purchased online or
emailed.

Ahavath Achim News

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:
Friday night Shabbat service, 6:30 p.m. on
Zoom; Saturday, Shabbat morning service,
10 a.m., on Zoom; Tuesday, Kabbalah class,
5:30 p.m. on Zoom; Tuesday, Talmud class,
6:30 p.m. on Zoom. There are daily prayer
classes on Facebook Live, by Rabbi Ken Alter.
For more information, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 8 a.m.-noon Tuesday-Friday.

Sara Walker from United Community Family Services will share strategies for coping
with the winter blues in a special Zoom seminar
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 10:30 a.m. She will also
explain what seasonal affective disorder is and
give coping mechanisms to combat it.
For more information, call Colchester Senior
Center at 860-537-3911.

Fire Calls

From Jan. 17-23, the Colchester Hayward
Fire Department responded to 33 calls: 29
emergency medical calls and four motor vehicle crashes. There were no fire/fire-related calls.
Calls included:
Crashes: three single-car crashes, one threecar crash (Marlborough).
Medical: sick person, five; cardiac distress,
three; difficulty breathing, three; lift assist, one;
fall injury, three; seizure, one; abdominal pain,
one; unconscious, three; stroke, one; injured
person, two; allergic reaction, one; mental disorder, four; overdose, one.
CHFD provided mutual aid twice last week –
once each to Marlborough and East Haddam. It
did not receive any mutual aid last week.
CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car
seat safety checks and installations by appointment only; call the department at 860-537-2512
to schedule one. Reflective address marker
signs are also available to order in blue or green,
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd.,
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘departments’ and select ‘fire department.’
Note: The Department of Emergency Management conducts tests of the emergency sirens
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are
just tests.

Plan ahead for 2021

Buy • Sell • enjoy
For Real estate Success
Call Carolyn Kress
“Your Full Service Real Estate Agent”

CHFD to Participate in Risk Reduction Program
The Colchester Hayward Fire Department
was recently selected by the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) to participate in the second phase of a pilot program
to build a digital community risk assessment tool. Aligned to NFPA 1300, Standard
on Community Risk Assessment and Community Risk Reduction Plan Development,
the tool, or “dashboard,” enables community
leaders to gain valuable insights and make
data-informed decisions around fire prevention and other risk-reduction activities in their
communities.
According to NFPA, the concept of community risk reduction (CRR) – a process that
identifies and prioritizes risks and ensures impactful mitigation initiatives – has been gaining traction across North America for more
than 20 years. Reflecting that momentum,
NFPA’s community risk assessment (CRA)
tool works to help fire departments aggregate
and disseminate data that pinpoint where risks
exist within a given community.
“Access to accurate data will allow CRR
leaders to use insights and make informed
decisions about where to focus efforts and
resources,” said Karen Berard-Reed, community risk reduction strategist at NFPA. “While
many fire departments have struggled to work
with data sets, NFPA’s CRA tool will do the
complex work behind the scenes to compile
relevant data allowing stakeholders to create
effective community risk reduction plans that
incorporate five priorities - education, engineering, enforcement, economic incentives,
and emergency response - in the most impactful ways possible.”
The first phase of the pilot project, which
included participation from 50 fire departments across the country, helped identify features of the digital dashboard that will work
effectively and those that need fine-tuning.

During the second phase of the program,
which involves participation from 250 departments nationwide, the Colchester Hayward
Fire Department will provide insights around
the use of dashboard through this June to help
continue refining and enhancing its effectiveness.
“Participation in this project allows each
fire department to provide important feedback
that will be used to improve future versions
of the dashboard, positions the community
among CRR leaders in the United States, and
signals an interest in leveraging technology to
drive high-quality community safety initiatives,” said Berard-Reed.
As a participant in the pilot program, Colchester Hayward Fire Department will have
free access to the dashboard, which includes
customized visualizations (maps, charts,
graphs) that illustrate each community’s risks
and hazards across a variety of categories
such as demographics, geography, building
stock, economics, infrastructure, and event
loss history. The dashboard also provides a
snapshot of local capacity for risk reduction
activities with information about public safety
response agencies and community service organizations. In addition to dashboard access,
participants will be provided rich networking
and professional development opportunities
with other communities engaged in CRR.
“We are thrilled to be participating in this
important project,” CHFD Interim Fire Chief
Sean Shoemaker said. “Not only will access to
the tool give us invaluable information about
our community’s needs, but it’s rewarding to
know that using the tool will increase its effectiveness and help other fire departments in
the long run.”
Follow NFPA’s CRR efforts on social media using #itstartswithinsights, or for more information online, visit www.nfpa.org/crr.

St. Andrew Church News
St. Andrew Catholic Church holds Sunday
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. The church is located at 128 Norwich Ave.
Social distancing remains in place; pews are
sectioned off to maintain six feet, in all directions, between individuals and/or households.
Available seating is clearly marked. Seating is
limited to 100 people per Mass, due to social
distancing and local regulations. The only entrance to the church is on the parking lot side.
Parishioners should bring and use their own
hand sanitizer. Also, facemasks that cover both
nose and mouth are required of all attending
public worship.
The dispensation from the obligation to at-

tend Sunday Mass remains in effect until further notice.
For more information, call 860-537-2355 or
visit www.standrewcolchester.org.

Dean’s List

Colchester resident Alaina Walsh made the
fall 2020 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University in Bristol, R.I.

High Honors

Kellen Beauton of Colchester made the fall
2020 High Honors List at Pomfret School in
Pomfret.

AUTO | HOMEOWNERS | COMMERCIAL | LIABILITY | BUSINESS AUTO | WORKERS’ COMP | BONDS

TRUSTED.
VALUED.
LOCAL.
3 Tailored Account
Solutions
3 Exceptional Insurance
Solutions in Your World
3 Prompt, Dependable
Service

Carolyn Kress 860-908-4716

860.537.4661

176 Norwich Avenue | Colchester, CT | GerhardtInsurance.com
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Free Market analysis
Staging
Professional Photography/aerial
Marketing
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Town Making Progress in Senior Center Plans

By Karla Santos
The town is making progress in the planning
of a brand-new senior center. The $9 million
center, if approved at referendum, would open
in 2023, and would offer a wide range of opportunities ranging from health to entertainment
options for the seniors of the town.
The proposed senior center was presented at
a recent joint meeting of the boards of finance
and selectmen and the Senior Center Building
Committee.
David Stein, principal at Hamden-based Silver/Petrucelli & Associates, was also in attendance and provided the architectural overview
of the proposed senior center.
The new center would be a one-story building, located on Louis Lane; the property would
have access from Lebanon Avenue and Town
Hall. At 14,650 square feet, the building would
be nearly three times the size of the current senior center. At least one third of the building
was designed for functions such as social events
and weddings.
Stein explained that the floor plan includes a
lobby area, offices, two fitness areas, a room for
the “Making Memories” program for seniors
with dementia, a conference room, a game
room, an activity room, an art area, two multi-

purpose rooms with a kitchen, a covered patio
and more.
Stein said a pyramid structure would define
the entrance of the building. Some of the areas
of the building would have glass walls to promote the programing and to access natural light.
The building would be made with a variety of
materials, including brick for part of the exterior walls and metal for the roof.
“We are really trying to reflect the diversity
and the history of Colchester through those materials,” Stein said.
Mark Garilli, project executive for Stamfordbased Construction Solutions Group, also participated in the presentation and talked about
the cost estimate of the project.
During the meeting, Garilli said the construction of the proposed senior center has an estimated total cost of $9.32 million. In a phone
call with the Rivereast this week, Anthony Tarnowski, chairman of the Senior Center Building Committee, said the committee has moved
some items in the hopes of lowering the cost of
the construction which might be between $8.9
million and $9.1 million.
The construction cost, which includes labor
and materials, is estimated to be $8.05 million
out of the total cost.

Soft costs such as design, oversight, legal,
testing and insurances will be about $824,017
of the total cost.
Contingency will be about $443,423 of the
total cost. Garilli said contingency “indicates
dollars reserved for any possible unforeseen
cost that may materialize during construction.”
Garilli also said there will be an effort to
educate the public about the project, including
through social media posts, a newsletter sent
to every household in town, a project-specific
page on the town’s website, various board presentations, and outreach conducted by the Commission on Aging.
Kevin Hastings, member of the Senior Center
Building Committee, was also part of the presentation and said he hopes to hold the referendum on the project in late June. If approved by
voters, the design of the building would then be
finalized and followed by pre-construction activities such as ordering materials.
The committee hopes construction would
start by March 2022, with the project completed
by March 2023.

History of the Senior Center

At the start of the presentation, Tarnowski
shared some history of the senior center. He
said that in 1978, the senior center began as the

FARMERS to FAMILIES
FOOD BOX
Feb. 5th, 2021

Questions and Answers

1:00- 4:00pm

until supplies run out

Drive-Thru Food Box Distribution
in Colchester

Abundant Life of the Assemblies of God
85 Skinner Road, Colchester, CT
30 lb box of fresh produce, dairy products,
milk and meat products.

No paperwork necessary
Please remain in your car
Please open your trunk
Please wear a mask

Food supplied by USDA
Farmers to Families
Food Box program
Distributed by
CityServe and
Abundant Life Church

Contact Pastor Charles Brown at cbrown26@mac.com
or (860) 303-0416 with questions.
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Commission on Aging, and was housed in the
former NuNu’s Bistro building, which at the
time was the Colchester Grange.
In 1980, the senior center moved into what
was previously the Bacon Academy Arts and
Sciences building. It has remained there to this
day.
“For the last 40 years, the center has seen
many changes as well as tremendous growth
in population, diversity, outreach, services and
programming and, more importantly, the improvement in the quality of the lives of the Colchester seniors,” he said.
Town officials have long felt, however, that
the senior center has outgrown its current home.
As far back as 2007, officials started to look for
a new and larger senior center. At a 2013 referendum, voters rejected a $57.26 million proposal to build a new senior center along with a new
community center and a renovated William J.
Johnston Middle School. The project was later
passed when it was scaled down to just focus
on the middle school – but it still left the senior
center without a new home.
In February 2017, a property on Louis Lane
was purchased by the town for $90,000, with
the intention of one day building a senior center
there. Then in October 2019, the Senior Center
Building Committee was formed and charged
to plan for a building that would serve as the location for the senior center and the town senior
services department.
Last year, the town hired Silver/Petrucelli
as architect and designer for the property. The
committee has also been working with Construction Solutions Group, which has been
serving as project manager and cost estimator.
Tarnowski thanked the committee along with
Patty Watts, director of senior services and
Rosemary Coyle, Board of Selectmen liaison,
for their guidance and input throughout the process.
There was also an opportunity at the meeting
for questions and answers – one of which was
on how the group came to determine a square
footage for the building.
Stein said that the building committee met
with the senior center staff to determine the
needs and compared it to the strategic plan that
was developed in 2017. After they determined
the needs, they figured out what was required
by code, and from there developed a floor plan.
In response to another question, about the
materials used in the project, Stein said electrical and plumbing systems would be high performing and consume less energy.
He said the proposed roof could accommodate solar panels, which could then be used to
offset energy costs.
In addition, Stein explained that some of the
walls within the inside of the building will be
built with flexibility in mind – to accommodate
potential changes in programming needs down
the line.
“We wanted to make sure that this building –
which is long and linear – is designed in a way
that you could be flexible with your spaces; that
in five years, ten years you could adapt it,” Stein
added.
Marjorie Mlodzinski, a member of the Senior
Center Building Committee, spoke during the
public comment portion of the meeting and said
that for 15 months the committee has worked
diligently to present the recommendation of a
building that meets the “goals and objectives”
of the Senior Center Strategic Plan. Mlodzinski noted that the committee has reviewed many
design options while considering resident’s
opinions.
“We now believe we are recommending to
you a senior center that will greatly enhance the
lives of our seniors as well as the community
and residents of Colchester,” she said.
Mlodzinski stressed that 40% of Colchester’s
population will be over 55 by the year 2030.
“I ask that you put the senior population and
our community first and support the recommendation presented to you by our committee
tonight,” Mlodzinski said at the meeting. “Our
seniors have waited a very long time.”
Patty Watts, director of senior services, said
the proposed building would be an “outstanding
complement to the many excellent attributes to
community life in Colchester.”
“Not only will it serve well to those who are
currently seniors, but also for generations of seniors to come, attracting even more members of
this growing demographic,” Watts said.

Dean’s List

Alicia Grant of Colchester made the fall
2020 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I.

NEWS BULLETIN • January 29, 2021

Page 15

Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Upcoming Children’s Programs at Library

Liah Brown of Colchester, a student at Lasell
University in Newton, Mass., presented at the
university’s Fall Career Readiness Symposium
in December.
Brown participated in a project focused on
the “three pillars of transformation,” or ways
to use practices of mind, body, and emotion to
unlock new levels of healing, happiness, and
purpose in one’s life. Brown’s project focused
specifically on the effects of emotion.

Kindergarten registration for the upcoming
2021-2022 school year is now open at the Colchester Public Schools website, www.colchesterct.org.
Children who turn 5 by Jan. 1, 2022, are eligible to register for the full-day program. Registration must be completed online. Select the
“For Families” tab and on the drop down menu
click on the tab for “Registration and Residency.” Follow the necessary steps outlined on the
website.
You will need to make an appointment with
the Colchester Public Schools Board of Education office once all of the online enrollment
forms are completed. To do this, call 860-5377267. Registration hours are by appointment
only on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A list of documents needed
can be found on the website.

C3 Programs
Starting Soon

C3 has opened registration for upcoming
programs. Programs are best suited for families
with children birth to age 8.
Joyful Noises Outdoors, featuring physically-distanced outdoor activities with music, movement, games and stories for children
ages 2-5, returns the first week of February at
Ruby Cohen Woodlands. Additionally, parent
workshops on the Circle of Security, designed
to help parents understand how to read their
child’s behavior and identify their needs, will
be provided virtually beginning the first week
of February.
More parent workshops on Temperament and
Love Languages are coming soon as well.
For more information, visit colchesterc3.org
or register at col chesterc3.jumbula.com.

CES Students Give Back
to Their Community

After learning about the community and its
needs, all of the first grade classes at Colchester Elementary School have decided to start a
food drive that will be donating to the Gemma
E. Moran Food Bank that services all of New
London County.
The students have been working hard to
reach out to members of the community asking
for their support with this new project. It is the
goal of the first grade classes to spread love by
giving back to their community.

School Nutrition Program Update
Thanks to a USDA grant, all students and
children under the age of 18 can get free breakfast and lunch. This will be in effect until the
last day of school in June.
Note: milk is included in every meal; however, if a student wants to buy just a milk, the cost
is 65 cents. For those interested in grab-and-go
meals, which are also free, pick-up is at William
J. Johnston Middle School from 12:30-1 p.m.

$

3000

Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots

Choose from oNe of The
followiNg diNNers:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna
Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus
Chicken Piccata
Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!
Chicken Marsala

Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.
Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

Gluten Free Menu Available

We also offer
INDOOR DINING

Honor Society Inductee

Colchester resident Lindsay Palma was recently inducted into Alpha Eta, the national
honor society for the allied health professions,
during a virtual ceremony at Quinnipiac University.
Palma is majoring in health science studies.

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm

Winter is Here!

availability.
Youth Uprise: Wednesdays, 12:30-1:30
p.m., at the Youth Center, for grades 9-12. High
school students come together and discuss
unity, diversity, civic engagement and making
a change.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine
Catering • Salad Bar
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.
On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
Restaurant & Catering Service

Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

RESTAURANT

on in-school learning days and 10-10:30 a.m.
on distance learning days.
Grab-and-go meals will not be available on
days when students do not come to school because of inclement weather.
Any questions can be directed to Leanne Ranheim, nutrition coordinator, at 860-537-9421
ext. 381 or lranheim@colchesterct.org.

CYSS News and Notes

Colchester Youth and Social Services has announced the following. For more information
and full program descriptions, contact CYSS at
860-537-7255 or youthservices@colchesterct.
gov. Register online at www.colchesterct.gov/
youth-social-services. Registration is required
for every session of each program due to the
current COVID-19 guidelines.
The Learning Lounge: Mondays-Fridays,
8:30-11:30 a.m., for grades 6-8. This program
provides middle school youth space to complete
their distance learning. Socially-distanced work
stations and support will be provided. Limited

Things To Do

Kindergarten
Registration

deferment period for the payment of taxes,
without interest.
To defer your taxes, you must complete
the OPM M-COVID19 form and submit it no
later than Feb. 1 to the tax collector’s office.
PDF fillable forms can be found at www.colchesterct.gov/tax-collector. Forms submitted
after Feb. 1 will not be eligible.
For more information, call Tax Collector
Michele Wyatt at 860-537-7210.

We have a window for

TAKE-OUT if you would like
curbside delivery – please
let us know when you call.

Please wear a mask & sanitize your hands when you enter!!

Large 1 Item

PIzza

9

$

95
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Resident Presents at
University Symposium

Tax Deferment Program
The Board of Selectmen recently voted to
defer taxes with application and offer the low
interest rate program – and the deadline is
coming soon.
Gov. Ned Lamont through an executive order is allowing municipalities to provide temporary tax relief options for their community
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
tax deferment program covers any tax, water
and sewer bill that was due Jan. 1. The program is designed to provide a three-month

Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Please call (860) 342-4968 for TAKE-OUT

71 Main Street, Rt. 66, Hebron, CT

All of our area businesses need you!

HouRS: Sun. 7am-8pm; Mon. 6am-2pm;
Tues. & Wed. 6am-8pm; Thurs. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm

860-228-9375

NFL

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

TickeT!

FREE POOL
Mondays, Wednesdays
& Thursdays

Daily Lunch Specials
$4.95 & up

EvEry GamE
EvEry Sunday

Pre-Order Our

“Award Winning”

WiNgS

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 4-7PM!

SADLER’S
R E S TAU R A N T • BAK E R Y

for the “Big Game” on Sunday, February 7th

CALL AhEAd: 860-228-8148
47 Main St. (Rt. 66) HebRon • 860-228-8148
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Restaurant
& Lounge

FIRESIDE DINING
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Fine Italian
& American
Cuisine

Make Your Valentine’s Day
Reservations Today!
Open for Inside Dining!
1/2 capacity to ensure safety

AT OUR PLACE OR YOURS!
Recognized for the best fireside dining around,
Sadler's also recognizes your comfort level is key.
We offer fireside dining at our place, or takeout
and delivery for fireside dining at yours.
Treat yourself tonight.

Take-OuT
alsO available

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) • Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner
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61 north main street, marlborough 860.295.0006
wednesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

eatatsadlers.com
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Book Sales on Hold

The Colchester Historical Society is temporarily sold out of Images of America:
Colchester, the Arcadia Publishing book by
Gary Walter.
Book sales at the Colchester History Museum have been suspended until a reorder
of books arrives. An announcement will be
made when book sales resumes.
The 2021 calendar is also sold out but will
not be reordered.

World Read Aloud Day: Wednesday, Feb. 3,
1:30 p.m., for all ages. The recorded story will
stay up for a week.
Take Your Child to the Library Day: Saturday, Feb. 6, all day, for all ages. Celebrate the
10th anniversary of this day by coming into the
library. There will be special Valentine Card
Take and Make Bags and a treat.
Valentine Craft: Wednesday, Feb. 10, all
day. All ages are invited to come and grab the
Valentine Take & Make Craft Bag: A Love
Monster.
Foodie Fun: Chocolate M&M Pretzel
Bites: Saturday, Feb. 13, all day. Kids and teens
can pick up a Take & Make Bag, watch the video on the library’s social media channels, and
enjoy.
Catching Snowflakes Take & Make Craft:
Wednesday, Feb. 17, all day, for all ages. Celebrate winter with this craft of kids catching
snowflakes. Pick up your Take & Make Bag at
the children’s desk.
Polar Bear Art Take & Make Craft: Saturday, Feb. 27, all day for all ages. Celebrate
National Polar Bear Day with this art craft. Pick
up the bag and create a piece of art.

RE1-29-21

The following programs are offered for children this month at Cragin Memorial Library.
While the library is currently open, it is not
hosting any in-person programming. Most of
these programs will be conducted online. For
more information, call the children’s department at 860-537-7201.
The library has a list of available craft bags
at the Children’s Circulation Desk; supplies are
limited and are on a first-come, first-served basis. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.
Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. There will be
book suggestions, baby bounces and more. Often, activity bags will be available to accompany the videos.
Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on
Facebook and YouTube. There will be stories,
songs and more. A craft will be showcased, and
bags will be available for pick-up.
Exploring the Alphabet: Fridays at 10:30
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. Each week,
explore a new letter of the alphabet, sing songs,
practice writing and share books. A craft bag
will accompany each video, bags can be picked
up on Monday the same week as the video.
February Programs: Groundhog Day
Puppet Show: Tuesday, Feb. 2, via the library’s
social media sites.
Feed the Birds: Wednesday, Feb. 3, 11 a.m.,
for all ages. Celebrate National Bird Feeding
Day with a Take & Make Bag at the library and
watching a video to share some kindness with
the birds by creating a bird feeder for them.
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New CBD Store Wants to Ease Customer Ailments

By Jack Lakowsky
Three familiar words led Platinum Natural CBD owner Suhail Aponte to choose East
Hampton as the town where she wanted to run
her business: location, location, location.
In finding the best spot for a new CBD store,
Aponte noticed there were none within 15 miles
of East Hampton, she told the Rivereast.
With her store’s 11 North Main St. location
found, Aponte developed her business model.
She set out to offer her customers effective and
affordable CBD products.
CBD is an industry acronym for cannabidiol, a non-psychoactive extract of the cannabis plant. Consumers can enjoy the benefits of
CBD without the high of tetrahydrocannabinol,
or THC, which is the psychoactive substance in
cannabis.
Aponte’s products, housed in the North Main
Street plaza near Stop & Shop, treat a range of
issues.
“We have gummies and oil to reduce anxiety
and improve sleep, and a balm that helps with
muscle recovery and relaxation,” said Aponte.
“Our sleepy time gummies are our number one

seller.”
Aponte’s shop also sells anti-anxiety dog
treats (which worked for the Rivereast reporter’s anxious Jack Russell terrier). Also available
are tinctures, edibles, and topical products, as
well as teas, and coffee.
Especially appetizing are the store’s CBD infused cookie and cake recipes, and its hot chocolate bomb. Aponte said anyone familiar with
edibles knows they sometimes taste medicinal
or, frankly, like cannabis. Not a problem with
her products, Aponte said, attesting that all her
edibles taste excellent.
For a full list of products, visit the shop’s
website, platinumnaturalcbd.co. The website
has a live chat feature for customer questions.
Delivery and contactless pickup are available.
Aponte said some customers unfamiliar with
this new type of retailer tend to be a little apprehensive. To help answer customer questions,
Aponte offers free samples of most of her products. She wants customers to find what works
for them before investing their money.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
continues to be closed, although staff is available via phone (860-267-4426) and email (seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov) through normal business hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30
a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For the latest information, visit www.easthamptonct.gov/
east-hampton-senior-center.
Schedules and programs have changed significantly. The center is developing virtual
meetings and programming for those with internet access. In addition, the center has expanded
its email newsletter and continues to mail out
monthly newsletters. If not receiving either, call
the center to receive a copy.
Online Program Registration: All program
registration is now at MyActiveCenter.com.
You will need your key-swipe tag number that
you scan when you visit the center, as well as
the phone number and email you used when
originally registering at the senior center. Once
registered for MyActiveCenter, you’ll only
need your email and password to get back in.
Call the senior center for assistance.
Virtual Lunch Bunch: Every other Monday
at 12:30 p.m. for an hour, via Zoom. Next date
is Feb. 8, with special guest Hardy Hemphill,
whose resume includes touring, recording and
composing music. Register online.

Weekly Virtual Events: Register online via
MyActiveCenter.com. Schedule: Bingo: Tuesdays at 1 p.m.; Writing Our Lives to Open Our
Hearts: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Register
online.
Seated Yoga via Zoom: Wednesdays at 10
a.m. through March 10. Fee is $20 for the session. Register online. Mail payment to East
Hampton Senior Center; make check payable to
the Town of East Hampton.
Creative Crafts: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 1
p.m., via Zoom. Learn to make a butterfly pin.
Register online.
February Chill: Having trouble signing up
for MyActiveCenter.com? Then come virtually
Monday, Feb. 1, at 11 a.m. Call or email the
senior center to register.
Volunteer Shopping: The center has a program where a volunteer will shop for you. If interested or for more information, including how
to arrange payment, call 860-267-4426 or email
jewing@easthampton.gov.
Pen Pals: The center will match you with a
pal who you can write to, back and forth. It may
be a senior center friend or someone from the
community. The center will supply all you need
to participate. Call the center to sign up or for
more information.

“We want to see what works for each person,
instead of just pushing whatever we can sell for
profit,” said Aponte.
Aponte said she and her employees will sample a new product to ensure its effectiveness before selling it.
Aponte said, although pandemic restrictions
have cut into revenue, business has been going
well since her August opening. She said she
plans to have a grand opening when the pandemic finally eases and will also host CBD edible brunches and informational seminars.
“We’re getting a very mixed crowd,” said
Aponte. “Younger adults and people in their
middle age – but our senior crowd has started
coming in. [Seniors] have usually done some
research and heard the buzz.”
Aponte said the town has been welcoming,
supportive and generous.
Older customers, Aponte said, have taken to
the idea of a more holistic, natural approach to

everyday ailments like sleep troubles, anxiety
or muscle tension. Shoppers seek CBD products for many reasons, everything from college students seeking relief from presentation
anxiety to cancer patients wanting to relieve the
nausea caused by chemotherapy.
If “regular” marijuana is legalized in Connecticut this year, Aponte said it would boost
her revenue, should she choose to sell it.
However, she’s not waiting for sluggish legislation to expand her product selection.
“We want to have more options of how to
take [CBD],” said Aponte.
Aponte, a member of the Connecticut nonprofit Women’s Business Development Council, said running a shop at the forefront of a new
industry is “exciting”, and she looks forward to
serving East Hampton for a long time.
For a full range of products, hours and other
questions, visit the store’s website or call 860365-5746.

Children Sought for Preschool Programs
The East Hampton Public School System is
seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested
in preschool programs for the 2021-22 school
year. There will be two preschool programs
offered: the Integrated preschool half day program and full day Smart Start program.
Memorial Elementary School’s preschool
Integration program will be held three times a
week for 3-year-old students and four times a
week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited
spaces, selection for peer models will be determined through a lottery process. If selected,
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate
skills will be assigned by age to either a threeday- or four-day-a-week schedule (2.5 hours
per day).
Memorial’s Smart Start Program will be held
five full days per week (8:50 a.m.-2:50 p.m.),
following the East Hampton Public Schools
calendar. Priority will be given to 4-year-old
children that meet income guidelines or have

VFW Drive-Thru
Dinner

On Saturday, Feb. 13, VFW Fowler-DixPark Post 5095’s Auxiliary is having a drivethru dinner. Advanced orders only; dinners
are $15 each. Reservations are due Feb. 6.
On Feb. 13, from 4-6 p.m., people can pick
up their reserved dinners at the VFW, located at 20 N. Maple St. Dinners are a stuffed
chicken breast, “smashed” potatoes, gravy,
carrots and a roll.
For reservations, call the post at 860-2678837 after 3 p.m. any day by Feb. 6.

other factors for consideration. Other applicants, regardless of economic or risk factors,
will then be selected.
Parents interested in proceeding through the
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elementary School, located at 20 Smith St., or East
Hampton Public Library, located at 105 Main
St. Packets will be available Feb. 1 at both locations.
The completed parent interview form, immunization form and a proof of residency must
be returned to Kelly Caruso at the Memorial
School office no later than March 19. Once
all three forms are returned, parents will be
contacted by phone, no later than March 26,
to schedule a time to bring their child for the
screening and lottery/selection process.
Forms received after March 19 will not be
accepted.

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Haddam
Rd (mailing address: P.O. Box 81) Middle Haddam, will not hold regular Sunday services until
further notice. Services will be conducted each
Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church School at 11
a.m. Both services are available on Zoom.
The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge,
the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard oversesdes Children’s Ministry, and Martha Alimi is the music
director.
For more information or if in need of pastoral
assistance, call the church at 860-267-0287 or
visit www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com.

Congregational
Church News

Winter Special
Computer TuneUp
Regular $79 – $49
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Call
Us
Today
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Visit me.
-Theo

Due to the number of COVID-19 cases in
Connecticut, The Congregational Church of
East Hampton, UCC, is once again holding all
services via Zoom. Current and past services
can be accessed at www.cc-eh.org. All are welcome.
The Teen Youth Group will resume its monthly meeting Friday, Feb. 26, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Students in grades 6-12 are welcome.
For more information, visit the church website or call 860-267-4959 during office hours,
Tuesday-Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. In case of
pastoral emergencies, the Rev. Jim Latimer can
be reached at 610-568-2480.

Richard Shonk

10% Off
your purchase
of $30 or more

follow us for exclusive deals
11 North Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424

Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12 - 5pm

Schedule your
appointment at:

Facebook

860-267-9904

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
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www.rlsglobalconsultinginc.com

Burn
Oil
C O M P A N Y
(860) 295-9046

Residential & Commercial Heating Oil

Discounts for Seniors, Military & First Responders

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

860-365-5746
www.platinumnaturalcbd.co

lnstagram

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

rljshonk@yahoo.com

100

Minimum
Delivery Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys
Available

Call for pricing on orders of 300 gallons or more.
No Contracts Needed – COD Deliveries

P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

H.O.D. #1087
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• Topicals
• Pet Treats
• Coffee

860-295-9343

• Personalized Dental Care
• Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings
• Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures
• Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)
• Preventive & Conservative Treatment
• Open Evenings & Weekends
• Emergency Same Day Appointments
• Flexible Payment Options
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• CBD Oil
• Tea
• Smokables
• Edibles

RE1-8-21

Wide range of effective products
available at an affordable price

TAX SERVICE

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

Soothing, Tasteful & Smooth
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Applicants Sought for High School Athletic Field Work
be awarded the work.
The committee will likely oversee the project
for at least one year. Cox said applicants should
be prepared for an intensive process, especially
during the first few months.
When members are finalized and approved
by the council, Cox said they should be ready to
“hit the ground running.”
Cox anticipates the committee will meet bimonthly, with a possible reduction to monthly
meetings when the bulk of work is done.
The athletic fields improvements will not add
a single cent to the project’s cost, Cox told the
Rivereast on Tuesday, and will work within the
$50 million fund approved eight years ago.
The work was added due to pressing, timesensitive needs.
Specifically, the project aims to replace the
tennis and track court surfaces, as both are
cracked and about 20 years old, Cox said. Correction of flooding issues on the soccer and
baseball fields will also be a main focus.
Flooding has at times made both fields unusable, and the troubled baseball field is what
brought these needs to light, according to Cox.
The fields flood for long periods even after light

Valentine’s Pork Roast Dinner

The Congregational Church of East Hampton, located at 59 Main St., is sponsoring a
takeout, Valentine pork roast dinner Saturday, Feb. 13. There will be drive-thru pickup from 5-7 p.m. in the church parking lot.
Church workers will follow safety protocols.
The dinner will include boneless pork roast
with herb stuffing, roasted red potatoes with
fresh rosemary, glazed baby carrots, buttered
green beans almondine, and yeast rolls. Red
velvet cake with cream cheese frosting is the

Virtual Night to Shine

Hope Church will again serve as a host of
Night to Shine 2021, sponsored by the Tim
Tebow Foundation – though this year there are
some changes, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This prom night experience celebrates people with special needs and will be held by host
churches around the world simultaneously on
Friday, Feb. 12, through a ‘Shine Thru’ drivethru event followed by an online event later in
the evening.
This virtual event will be complete with all
of the prom elements, as every guest will get
to enjoy music, dancing, prom favors, and messages from special guests – all leading up to the
moment when each guest is crowned king or
queen of the prom. Guests will drive through
Hope Church parking lot beginning at 4 p.m.
on Feb. 12 to pick up their prom kits and visit
prom stations from their car to get ready for the
big night at home. All volunteers will be wearing masks and following guidelines for safety.
For more information and to register, visit
cthope.com/nts. And for more information on
the worldwide movement of Night to Shine,
visit www.timtebowfoundation.org.

featured Valentine’s dessert.
Cost is $15 each, payable by cash or check
(made out to CCEH) at the time of pick-up.
Pre-ordering is required. To reserve dinners and pick-up time, call the church office
Tuesdays through Fridays (9 a.m.-noon) at
860-267-4959, or Teri at 860-267-6150.
Orders can only be guaranteed if received
by Teri no later than Friday, Feb. 12. If ordering on the last day, be sure to speak to a
person.

‘Comedy for Rotary’

The East Hampton Rotary Club will co-host
“Comedy for Rotary” live online Friday, Feb.
12, at 7 p.m.
The hour-long event will feature two comedians: Sam Morril, who has performed on The
Late Show with Stephen Colbert, Conan and
in three Comedy Central specials, and Moody
McCarthy, who has also performed on The Late
Show and Conan, as well as Jimmy Kimmel
Live!
This event contains mature content and is intended for ages 18 and older.
Cost is $20; there is no limit on the number
of viewers per link. Proceeds benefit Rotary’s
efforts to help those in need. Tickets can be purchased at https://rotary7980.myeventscenter.
com. Include East Hampton as the Rotary Club
when registering.

rain.
Facilities Director Don Harwood, at an early
2020 East Hampton Board of Education meeting, shared unflattering photos of the fields and
courts. Grass was rife with puddles. Faults and
heaves were plainly visible in the tennis court
and track.
“We want them to try and move quickly
through the design phase, accomplished within
a few months,” said Cox.
Cox said he anticipates the project will go out
to bid around late March or early April, with
construction slated for the summer months.
Anyone interested in applying for the athletic
fields committee can download an application
from the town’s website or pick up a copy at the
East Hampton Town Hall.
Cox said applications should be in by Feb. 5.
Cox and the council will review them and expect to start making appointments as soon as the
Feb. 9 council meeting.

Cox said two applications have already been
received.
The council reasoned that citizen input would
be crucial in the work, and so formed the majority-resident group.
“The council felt the owners of the projectthe public- should be involved,” said Cox.
Cox said improved and, frankly, viable fields
will behoove the whole community, not just
East Hampton High School Bellringers and
their parents. He explained that the tennis court
and track are used extensively by the public for
outdoor, pandemic-friendly, recreation, exercise and gameplay.
Of the track and tennis surfaces, Cox said
there have been alarming signs of impending
underground and subsurface deterioration, an
issue that would jump the cost if left to worsen.
“Really, [public use] is a big part of the reason we can’t have these deteriorating further,”
said Cox.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St.,
has made the following announcements. For
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.
Library Hours: The library is open Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and ThursdaySaturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All patrons age 2 and
up are required to wear masks that cover their
nose and mouth in the library and observe social distancing. If unable or unwilling to wear
a mask, call the library to schedule a curbside
delivery.
Stories and Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
via Zoom, for ages 1-5. No registration required.
Family Bedtime Stories: Mondays at 6:30
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This program
combines stories, songs and literacy activities.
Siblings, pajamas, and stuffed animal friends

welcome. No registration required; just drop
in. However, you can register online to receive
weekly reminders for storytime.
Virtual Afterschool Programs: Footprints,
Fribrarys, and Fundays: The library offers
fun and educational after school programming
for children in grades 2-5 on Fridays during the
school year, and Monday Fundays for middle
school students on select Mondays. Programming takes place at 4 p.m., and all programs are
over Zoom. Registration required. The schedule is: Footprints, for grades 2-3, Jan. 29 and
Feb. 19; Fribrary, for grades 4-5, Feb. 5 and 26;
Monday Fundays, for grades 6-8, Feb. 8 and 22.
Mindful Movements: Thursdays, 10 a.m.,
via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This is an early literacy
program for child and caregiver that combines
singing, dancing, and whole body movement.
Siblings welcome. For weekly reminders and
recordings, register online.
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Retirement &
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Income Strategies
Strategies
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Strategies
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for Education
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By Jack Lakowsky
This week the Town Council approved the
creation of the High School Athletic Fields
Building Committee, which will develop plans
to fix the high school’s tennis court, baseball
field, soccer field and track.
The council approved the resolution at its
Jan. 26 meeting.
The new committee should not be confused
with the school district’s existing building committee, a permanent body.
Now, the council will fill the committee with
seven seats. It will include one town council
member, the Parks and Recreation Department
Director, the school district’s facilities director,
and at least four members of the public who
“demonstrate knowledge or experience deemed
beneficial to the execution of the project,” according to the resolution penned by Town Manager David Cox.
The committee will oversee work that was
added to the scope of the 2013 High School
Renovation, Improvements and Additions Project. The group will develop plans, find contractors, and eventually make a recommendation to
the town council as to what contractor should

Member
Member SIPC
SIPC

Win a

Valentine’s Package
from

&

Devine’s
Jewelry

Stop into Sweet Jean’s Cafe or Devine’s
Jewelry to enter a drawing to win our

Valentine’s Package

One entry per person.
Drawing takes place on 2/11/2021.
Dinner takes place on 2/13/2021.
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Package includes dinner
for two at Sweet Jean’s
and a heart pendant
from Devine’s!
RE1-29-21

Page 18

NEWS BULLETIN • January 29, 2021

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Local COVID-19 Death Toll Nears 20

Donation for Books… East Hampton Rotary Club recently donated $550 to East
Hampton Middle School. The funds were used to purchase all of the Nutmeg 2021
titles. The Nutmeg collection has the highest circulation in the library and is read by
students and teachers alike. This grant makes it possible to buy multiple copies of
titles.

Haddam Neck
Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd., invites all to Sunday
Worship at 9 a.m. online at www.facebook.
com/Haddam-Neck-Covenant-Church or inperson with masks, social distancing and safety
protocols. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger.
Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday the Church’s
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog from
Farmer M’s Red Barn to help Cowger explain
the meaning of the message topic.
Bible Study: Cowger hosts a Zoom study
entitled “God’s Peace and Prayers” every other
Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. The foundation of
the study is the book Armchair Mystic -- How
Contemplative Prayer Can Bring You Closer to
God.
Call the church office at 860-267-2336 for
more information. Office hours are 12:30-4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.

St. Patrick
Cemetery News

Due to the amount of snow received so far,
and in anticipation of more, people visiting St.
Patrick Cemetery are advised that at times all
of the roadways in the cemetery may not be
plowed – and therefore caution is encouraged.
Also, Christmas decorations were allowed
during December through Jan. 6, the Feast of
the Epiphany. Therefore, people are asked to
completely remove Christmas decorations from
the cemetery as soon as possible; do not throw
in the woods or near the stone wall.
People are also asked, when considering
a decoration, to adhere to the rules and regulations posted in the cemetery regarding nonbreakable items.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

During the pandemic, the Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation has not
held services in its church but instead holds
them via Zoom. All are welcome; Zoom information can be found at www.facebook.com/
BethlehemEH.
Services begin every Sunday morning at
10:15 a.m., with fellowship following. Communion blessings began with the Jan. 23 service.
Participation only requires a piece of bread.

Police News

1/10: After an investigation into a one-car
rollover crash in the area of West High Street
and Old Middletown Road where the driver of
the vehicle had left the scene prior to police arrival, Adam Doran, 24, of 59 Freestone Ave.,
Portland, was issued a summons for evasion of
responsibility, failure to drive right, improper
use of a marker plate and driving without proper insurance, East Hampton Police said.
1/11: Autumn Goetz, 24, of 17 N. Main St.,
East Hampton was arrested and charged with
sixth-degree larceny (shoplifting), police said.
1/12: Karl Nagy, 32, of Chaplin, was arrested
and charged with driving under the influence,
failure to drive right and possession of a controlled substance, police said.
1/14: Daniel Cook, 57, of 225 W. High St.,
was issued a summons for operating under suspension and failure to carry insurance, police
said.
1/20: Michelle Oliva, 51, of 45 E. High St.,
was arrested and charged with disorderly conduct and second-degree violating conditions of
release, police said.
From Jan. 4-17, officers responded to seven
medical calls, five motor vehicle crashes and 15
alarms, and made 46 traffic stops, police said.

Little League
Registration Open

East Hampton Little League Registration
is now open. Boys and girls ages 5-13 are
welcome to play baseball and softball. For
more information, visit www.belltownll.org.
For questions, email ehllpres@gmail.com.

Kindergarten
Registration to Start

Kindergarten registration packets for the
2021-22 school year will be available at the
Memorial School foyer and online Monday,
Feb. 15.
To secure a screening appointment, return all
completed registration paperwork to the school
office or drop box in the foyer by Friday, March
26. Memorial School is located at 20 Smith St.
A parent information night will be held
Thursday, May 6, at 6 p.m. Details to follow.
Kindergarten screenings will be held 9 a.m.-2
p.m. the week of May 24-28.

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling
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By Jack Lakowsky
Town Manager David Cox on Jan. 22 announced that COVID-19 has killed 17 residents.
According to the most recent information
from the state Department of Public Health
(DPH), 94 new COVID-19 cases were diagnosed between Jan. 3 and Jan. 16, for a daily
positivity rate of about 52/100,00.
This equates to almost seven new cases per
day in East Hampton in that reporting period.
Since COVID-19 tracking began in March,
534 positive cases have been identified in town.
The jump in deaths is a result of a “reconciliation” of data, according to Chatham Health
District Director Russell Melmed.
Melmed explained this happens when a death
from COVID-19 occurs, but the deceased could
not be tested for the virus at point-of-care. So,
the medical examiner’s office makes a posthumous determination that the person died of
coronavirus.
The time between a given COVID-19 death
and its recording into the state system can be up
to a few months, Melmed said. When the death
is reconciled and the individual traced back to
their town, it is then recorded into that area’s
pandemic numbers.
While death is the most common reason for a
delayed report, there can also be a delay in reports from schools or private practices that run
their own tests.
“These systems are simply not designed to
deal with thousands and thousands of cases,”

Capstone Grant Program
Time is running our for East Hampton High
School juniors and seniors to apply for a $200
East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission
(EHACC) grant.
The grant would help support one student’s proposed capstone project, a multifaceted assignment that serves as a culminating
academic and intellectual experience for students. capstone projects may take a wide variety of forms including a long-term investigative project that culminates in a final product,

Winter Classes to
Start at Epoch Arts

Epoch Arts is offering an eight-week in-person series of classes starting Monday, t month,
in a variety of art forms – and the nonprofit artsfor-youth organization will also offer a new art
expression in the form of a youth-led Epoch
magazine. Epoch invites youth to either be part
of the creation and editing team or to share their
art and written word, photography and more.
Classes will begin Feb. 1 and full registration and descriptions are online at epocharts.
recdesk.com/Community/Program.
Organizers said they are watching COVID
numbers and will have protocols in place for
safety. If numbers are still rising at the time of
classes, Epoch said it will re-evaluate and push
the start to a later date.
Epoch Arts is located at 27 Skinner St. For
more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Lions Wants
Your Shoes!

The East Hampton Lions Club is kicking
off a shoe collection drive Monday, Feb. 1.
Any new or gently-worn shoes, sneakers
and boots are welcome. The Lions said they
hope to collect 2,500 pairs, which will be
used to support small businesses in developing countries.
The Lions have partnered with the students of Center School for the drive. The
classrooms will compete for the top three
classes that collect the most shoes. The students will bring the shoes to the school for
the Lions to pick up.
The Lions intend to have a few shoe collection boxes around town. However, in the
interim, call Lion Mary Krogh at 860-9775760 or Lion Sandy Giordano at 860-5931220 to have your shoes picked up.

Dean’s List

KITCHENS & REMODELING

Come See our New Showroom!

160 Oak Street #210
Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com
Lice. #HIC.0624389

CIT12-17-20

860.430.2661

said Melmed. He said current public health
emergency systems were designed to deal with
acute, small scale emergencies, like a case of
smallpox.
“At this point, it’s just what we’re living
with,” said Melmed. “The state medical examiner’s office was not designed to deal with so
much death.”
In a Tuesday interview with the Rivereast,
Cox said the town is now trying to “create and
vet” a new method whereby residents 75 and
older can register for an appointment-only vaccination, as many older residents may need help
registering through the state’s Vaccine Administration Management System [VAMS].
Cox said, for example, VAMS registration
requires a unique email ID. This presents an obstacle to seniors without email accounts.
According to Cox’s release, Chatham Health
is finishing plans to help those without internet
access make vaccination appointments.
However, until these plans are cemented,
individuals over the age of 75 can register at
www.dphsubmissions.ct.gov/onlinevaccine.
Residents can also call the COVID vaccine appointment line at 877-918-2224.
United Way of Connecticut runs this line and
due to a high volume of calls, Cox in his release
urged residents to be patient, as United staffing
is limited.
Callers to the line can make appointments for
vaccinations at Rentschler Field in East Hartford, with other sites expected to be added soon.

Taylor Engel of East Hampton made the fall
2020 Dean’s List at Siena College in Loudonville, N.Y.
***
Alexandra Dombrowski made the fall 2020
Dean’s List at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa.
Dombrowski is an emergency/disaster management major.

presentation, or performance.
Applicants will be invited to present their
capstone project idea to commission members
during an agreed upon commission meeting.
Those interested can download applications at www.artsforeasthamptonct.org and
can be submitted to arts@easthamtponct.org
or can be mailed/dropped off at the town manager’s office at East Hampton Town Hall, 1
Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.
Applications are due Monday, Feb. 1.

Helping Hands

Helping Hands, a ministry of Cornerstone Bible Church, is open the first and third Saturdays
of each month. The ministry offers free gentlyused clothing, household items, books, linens
and more to community members in need.
Due to COVID-19, all must sign up for a time
slot and wear a mask when entering. To register for a time slot, call 860-918-0784 or email
jholm225@sbcglobal.net, on the Sunday before
the open Saturday.
Helping Hands will accept donations only on
the first and third Saturday of each month.

Scholarship Available

Carl Guild and Associates has announced its
community scholarship program for local high
school seniors entering college in the fall. There
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Haddam and the RHAM school district.
There are no restrictions or qualifications; all
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

Dean’s List

East Hampton residents Alyssa Chunko,
Kristiana Cloutier, Erin Gannon and Clara Gustine made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Roger
Williams University in Bristol, R.I.
***
East Hampton residents Grace Cronin and
Maggie Donohue made the fall 2020 Dean’s
List at Springfield College in Springfield, Mass.
Cronin and Donohue are both majoring in
health science and pre-physical therapy.
***
East Hampton residents Jonathan Barber and
Ardyn Lezak made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at
Springfield College in Springfield, Mass.
Barber is majoring in computer and information sciences, and Lezak is majoring in criminal
justice.
***
London Brazal of East Hampton made the
fall 2020 Dean’s List at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Brazal is a freshman majoring in communications. She is the daughter of Jodi and Dwight
Brazal and a 2020 graduate of East Hampton
High School.
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Group Aims to Help
with COVID-19 Vaccines

By Karla Santos
Marlborough Fire Department Rescue Captain Mark Merritt has been working on an initiative that could help save lives – but has nothing to do with fighting fires.
Merritt has formed a group of volunteers
to help town seniors register to get their COVID-19 vaccine.
Merritt said so far the group has helped about
85 people get registered to get their vaccines,
and is hoping to help more. He said they have
been calling everyone in town age 75 and older
help them get registered if they want the vaccine.
He told the Rivereast he wanted to spread the
word that he is doing this over the phone, as
some seniors have been resisting, as they don’t
know the caller and in order to register they
have to provide confidential information such
as their Social Security Number.
“I’m hoping even more so that maybe some
other towns will follow through and someone
will be inspired enough to do it on their own
and get it done for the older crowd,” Merritt
said.
Merritt said that when he registered his own
mother two weeks ago, he realized that, for seniors who don’t have internet, a smart phone
or an email address, it might be difficult to get
registered. In addition, they have to follow up
on the process to get their second shot, Merritt
noted.
“We are creating emails and accounts for all
these people,” Merritt said.

Last Day to Pay Taxes

Monday, Feb. 1, is the last day to pay the
second installment of motor vehicle, real
estate and personal property taxes, and the
supplemental motor vehicle tax, which
were due Jan. 1.
Payments can be mailed to Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447,
or placed in the drop box to the left of the
Town Hall door. Town Hall is located at 26
N. Main St. No cash is to be placed in the
box or the tax collector’s window. Taxes
can also be paid online at marlboroughct.
net.
Deferred applications must be received
by Feb. 1.
Contact Barbara C. Murray with questions at taxcollector@marlboroughct.net
or 860-295-6205.

Arts Center Preparing
for Tag Sale

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N.
Main St., is planning its annual tag sale for as
soon as COVID-19 restrictions will allow. In
preparation, donations of household goods and
other tag sale items will be accepted in February, on Tuesdays from 6-7 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10 a.m.-noon.
No books, TVs, or clothing will be accepted.
Donations may be left at the lower level of
the center, next to the door.

Parks and Rec Programs

Marlborough Senior Center is also helping
seniors get connected with Merritt or one of
the other volunteers that can assist with registration. Interested seniors can call the senior
center at 860-295-6209 to get their vaccination
process started.
Merritt said the senior center is also helping
coordinate rides so those that don’t have access
to transportation can be taken to the vaccine
site.
He said people “need to do something for this
whole demographic, this whole age group, because those are the ones most at risk – and they
are the ones that are kind of being overlooked.”
Resident Frances Terase said Merritt is “like
a life saver.”
She explained she and her husband are not
“computer people,” but said they were able to
register with Merritt’s help. She said she tried
to register over the phone a few times with the
state, but she was not able to get connected.
“I was very happy to hear from Mark because
he’s taken all this leg work out of it,” Terase
said. “We have an appointment in two weeks.”
Melissa Jordan is one of the volunteers working with Merritt to get seniors registered. She
said it’s been “awesome” to be able to help in
that capacity.
“I’m also a healthcare provider who is at
home full-time,” she said, “so it’s actually
something awesome for me as a way of being
involved while I’m not able to be on the front
lines at this time raising my family.”

Historical Society News

Marlborough Historical Society has announced the following pieces of news:
Architectural Surveys: The society is conducting surveys of historic structures in town.
For more information, email mhs@marlboroughhistory.org or write to the society at P.O.
Box 351, Marlborough, CT 06447.
2021 Calendars Available: Purchase at
www.marlboroughhistory.org or by mail at 17
School Drive. Cost is $18.
Reflections Into Marlborough’s History:
This town history book is available for purchase. Cost is $50. More information is at www.
marlboroughhistory.org.
Lost in History: The historical society is
looking for any photographs of South School.
The school was located close to where the exit
15 off-ramp is now. It was standing in the 1930s
but abandoned. People are asked to contact the
society if they have any photographs that may
depict this school.
Donations and Proceeds: Marlborough
Historical Society is a nonprofit organization.
To make a tax-deductible donation, visit www.
marlboroughhistory.org or mail to Marlborough
Historical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough,
CT 06447. All proceeds from sales of calendars
and the Reflections book go to support the society.

Marlborough Parks and Recreation has announced the following. For full descriptions
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-2956203. Parks and Rec. advises people not to wait
until the last minute to register, as the program
may be canceled if minimum registration is not
fulfilled by a certain date. Also, all in-person
classes are subject to change to virtual programs, based on state regulations.
Youth Programs: Fashion Sketching 101:
Wednesdays, Feb. 2 and 9, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at
Marlborough Senior Center. For grades 2-8.
Fee: $53/residents, $57/non-residents.
Kids Quilting 101: Tuesdays, Feb. 2-23,
3:15-4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center,
for grades 4-8. A supply list and homework will
be given prior to the first class. Fee: $63/residents, $68/non-residents.
Mad Science: Tuesdays, Feb. 2-March 23,
3:20-4:20 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center,
for grades K-6. Fee: $150/residents, $155/nonresidents.
Artventureswithkids: Thursdays, Feb.
4-March 25, 4:15-5:15 p.m., at Marlborough
Senior Center, for grades K-4. Fee: $132/residents, $138/non-residents.
Kids Private Virtual Sewing: Days, nights

Cardboard Cutouts in Pews

A community-wide fundraiser is being sponsored by Marlborough Congregational Church
– parishioners in the form of cardboard cutouts.
Worship services are livestreamed Sundays at
10 a.m. through mcc.marlcongchurch.org with
only church pastor the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, organist Dave Mulligan, and a technical staff in attendance. So that Faulhaber won’t need to preach
to an almost empty sanctuary, there are plans to
have “Pew People” fill the seats using professionally-made life-size photo cardboard cut-outs.
All ages are welcome to participate, including church and family members, friends, people
from the community and beyond. There is a $50
minimum donation per cutout.
For details, contact the church office at office@marlcongchurch.org or 860-295-9050.

and weekends are available. Fee is $48 for a
90-minute session.
Adult Programs: Private Virtual Sewing:
Days, nights and weekends are available. Fee is
$48 for a 90-minute session.
Barre/Pilates: Mondays, Feb. 1-22, 5:306:15 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is
$50, or a $15/week drop-in fee.
Yoga: Mondays, Feb. 1-22, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $50, or a $15/
week drop-in fee.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the following public hearing on Wednesday, February 10, 2020 at 7:00
P.M. via teleconference.
Teleconference Number 877 - 304 - 9269 / Access Code
423694#
APPLICATION #ZBA-8-20 - Gordon Sime (Applicant/Property
Owner) Pettengill Vacant Lot located between 40 Pettengill
Road & 39 Washington Road - is seeking variance of Article
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot
Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum
Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a Front Yard Setback, in order
to construct a single family house with a Front Yard Setback of
32 feet where 50 feet is required.
APPLICATION #ZBA-1-21 - Bill Lardi & Amy Traversa (Applicant/Property Owner) 153 Saner Rd - is seeking variance of
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3
Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction
of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9
Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a Front Yard Setback,
in order to construct a deck with a Front Yard Setback of 34 feet
where 50 feet is required, to construct a front door landing area
with Front Yard Setback of 28 feet where 50 feet is required,
and to construct breezeway with a Front Yard Setback of 45
feet where 50 feet is required.
Interested parties can review the application materials on the
Town of Marlborough Website marlboroughct.net then go to
meetings & agendas click on Agendas then go to Zoning Board
of Appeals. Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours
ahead of the public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.
net<mailto:building@marlboroughct.net>, and oral testimony
may be given during the public hearing.

Dean’s List

Marlborough residents Lia Baroncini and
Jordan Frey made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at
Springfield College in Springfield, Mass.
Baroncini is majoring in health science and
pre-physical therapy, and Frey is majoring in
exploratory studies.

Turning 65?
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES
Call Us Today!
7 Dickinson Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

RE1-8-21

www.medicareinfo-ct.com
Servicing & Assisting Seniors
for over 25 years

RE7-24-20

Your Medicare Solution Specialist!
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Richmond Library News & Notes

Congregational Church News
The Sunday worship service at Marlborough
Congregational Church is livestreamed every
Sunday at 10 a.m. through the church website,
mcc.marlcongchurch.org, and follows the usual
order of Sunday worship.
Regular participants include church pastor
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski,
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians
and participants from the church and community. A Message for the Children by Christian
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson
is given immediately following the worship service.
Sunday services are recorded and available
for viewing on the church website later that
same day. All previous worship services can be
viewed through the webpage.
Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church
office at 860-295-9050.

Decks
Additions
Siding

Dean’s List

Hunter Tuohey of Marlborough recently
made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at the College of
William & Mary in Williamsburg, Va.

Kitchen
and Bath
Renovation

The Richmond Memorial Library building,
located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but
there are many services still being offered. For
more information, call the library at 860-2956210 or visit richmondlibrary.info.
Library2Go Curbside Pickup: MondayThursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Adult Book Club Resumes: The club will
be meeting virtually, beginning with an initial
“welcome back” meeting to be held Thursday,
Feb. 4, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. New members are
encouraged to join the group. Email the library
to register for the program.
Cartooning with Joe Wos: The library is
bringing the Charles M. Schulz Museum to the
community – virtually. Children in grades kindergarten and up can attend Wednesday, Feb.
3, from 4:30-5:10 p.m., on Zoom to work with
professional cartoonist Joe Wos, who will lead
students through guided drawing lessons that
break down the art of cartooning into easy-tofollow instructions. This fast-paced, live instruction covers the art of visual storytelling,
RE1-22-21

860-295-8443

Mission-giving for January will go to the
Marlborough Food Bank. If donating, make
your check payable to MCC, note “first quarter
missions,” and mail to the church at P.O. Box
57, Marlborough, CT 06447.
All students in grades 5-7 are invited to Junior Youth Group. For more information, contact Gwen Lawson at gwendolynn78@yahoo.
com.
Amazon Smile donates .5% of purchases
back to the church when you sign in using
smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1038392.
Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Garages
Basements
Window/Door Replacement
Snow Removal

Open 24/7

Licensed & Insured

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash

www.rlscarpentryllc.com
RE3-20-20

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Kristee at Good Hair Day
9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

Kids $16

14 & under
RE6-26-20

Services By Appointments Only

Hours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

Military, First
Responders
& Seniors $16

Book online at
www.kristeeatgoodhairday.com
or call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

RE1-29-21

Men’s cut $19

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
— including same-day appointments —

Police News

offering haircuts for men and boys

For Men, WoMen And CHildren

from basic line work to developing characters,
and helps students understand their artistic abilities. This program is geared towards all skill
levels. Children should have pencils and lots of
paper. Email richmondprograms@gmail.com
to register.
Art of the Holocaust: The library will be
partnering with the Holocaust Museum of
Houston in Texas for an Art of the Holocaust
program on Monday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m., on
Zoom. Through the analysis and interpretation
of artwork created by Jewish artists in ghettos
and in concentration camps, program attendees will learn about the role of artwork during
times of injustice and how these visual voices
shed light on the personal experiences of Jewish men, women, and children throughout the
Holocaust. Email the library to register.
Library2Go Teen Take & Make: Snowman
Origami: Pre-teens and teens (recommended
for ages 11 and up) can pick up a Library2Go
Teen Take & Make Kit with instructions and
materials to make your own origami melting
snowman. Available while supplies last.
Winter Storytimes: Children ages 2-3 can
meet virtually at 10 a.m. Mondays, Feb. 8 and
22, March 8 and 22, and April 12. Children ages
3-5 can meet virtually at 10 a.m. Fridays, Feb.
12 and 26, March 12 and 26, and April 9. Email
richmondprograms@gmail.com to register.
Book Drop: The book drop is open. Items
are quarantined for three days (72 hours) before
being checked in. Overdue fines are not accruing at this time.
Curbside Printing: Email a JPEG, DOC,
or PDF to richmondprograms@gmail.com and
staff will print it for you. Standard printing
charges still apply; the first two pages are free,
then 25 cents per black and white page and 50
cents per color page. Exact change must be put
in a sealed envelope with your name on it and
left in the library book drop. Staff will contact
you when the item is available for pick-up. Allow up to one full business day.

Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447

1/20: A two-car crash left one with suspected
serious injuries, State Police said. According to
a press release, the accident happened at around
6:44 a.m., when a Mazda and Ford were each
driving east on Route 2 – which police said
was icy and covered with snow. Police said the
driver of the Mazda lost control of the vehicle,
causing it to become disabled in the right lane
of the road. The driver of the Ford crashed into
the Mazda. According to the press release both
drivers sustained injuries and were transported
by Emergency Medical Services for evaluation.
The driver of the Ford had a “possible injury”
while the driver of the Mazda had a “suspected
serious injury.” The crash remains under investigation.
1/22: State Police said that Ryanne Leah
Gromatzky, 31, of 52 Johnson Rd., Marlborough, was arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct and second-degree assault.

Dean’s List

Elizabeth Chapman of Marlborough made
the fall 2020 Dean’s List at the University of
Connecticut.
She has graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in allied health, with a concentration in
disease tracking/health education.

Your small town auto repair and used car store

Marlborough
Lawn & Tree

Valentine Cookies & Cupcakes

WE NOW OFFER

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

FINANCING OPTIONS

Delicious Lunch Specials Daily!
All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Can get approved in just minutes!

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Get a newer car ﬁnanced,
registered, and out the door
quick and easy!

Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

CaLL uS ToDay!

Easy application!

StuffeD BreaDS & StromBoLiS!
Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Spinach Potato & Cheese
Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo
— and more
with or without sausage

Got Dead Trees?
Call for Tree
Removal
Senior Citizen
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Bucket
Truck Service
Available

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251

Be
Safe!
RE1-8-21

Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

i
a
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
860-220-3786
Visit us at:

RE1-29-21

Now
opeN!

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

RE3-13-20

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
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Trying to Chisel Down Proposed $32M Budget
By Sloan Brewster
RHAM Interim Superintendent of Schools
Scott Leslie proposed a $31.99 million 2021-22
budget Monday – but a day later was already
chiseling down the numbers.
At the Board of Education meeting Monday,
Leslie made the initial request for the spending
package, which would be a $1.38 million, or
4.52%, increase over the current year’s budget.
Subtracting $926,652 in anticipated revenues
brings the increase to $31.07 million, a $1.27
million, or 4.25%, over the current year.
Combining the $299,490 bifurcated capital budget, a $43,872 or 12.8% decrease from
the current year, the number further adjusts to
$31.37 million, a $1.22 million or 4.06% increase.
But on Tuesday, Board of Education Chair
Stephanie Bancroft, at a budget workshop that
night in Andover, said she had learned from
Leslie that he had found some savings earlier
that day.
“Just a few hours ago I spoke to Scott and
we’re already down from that,” she said. “We’re
looking at a 3.52% [increase].”
On Wednesday, Leslie said the budget is still
fluid and he anticipates “substantial savings.”
He said he learned since his presentation that
the district should have received numbers for

funding through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security [CARES] Act, but the
numbers had not yet been received. He said he
expects to receive them by the end of the week
and will give the board a detailed presentation
at a budget workshop scheduled for Monday.
The CARES Act funding will result in substantive savings and help mitigate COVID-19
costs, he said. He said he had also realized some
savings in special education and expects to get
more from a surplus in the current year’s budget.
Leslie said the district can use 1% of the surplus to find savings and the rest of the surplus
would be returned to the towns.
“You add all of those funds together and
there’s going to be a sizeable chunk [taken
out],” he said.
Bancroft said Leslie also expects to find more
savings.
Items that affect the budget include COVID-19 mitigation strategies such as enhanced
cleaning, masks and supplies and a nearly 20year old portable refrigeration unit that needs to
be replaced, Leslie told the board.
He also said he had a meeting scheduled with
the Water Pollution Control Authority [WPCA]
to discuss possible hikes in sewer fees.
Leslie said the district had already seen an

$8,000 increase in sewer fees this fall.
“We’re being told that there could be another
significant spike,” he said.
By Wednesday, that too had changed.
Leslie said he met with the WPCA Tuesday
and while it had proposed a pricey modification
to the formula it uses to calculate the district’s
fees, members had decided to hold off on the
change.
“It was really a great give-and-take,” Leslie
said. “They recognized the challenge that we’d
have at having to absorb a significant increase.”
While he hopes for a full in-person return to
school in the fall, Leslie said the district still
needs to prepare for the possibility of remote
learning and will need software for virtual studies in programs such as Google Meet, Zoom
and Schoology.
Even if the vast majority of students return
to the classroom, there could be some students
that may require a continued remote option, he
said.
The capital budget includes $27,500 for a
protective covering for the high school gym
floor, a necessity as the district just refinished
the floor last year, Leslie said
There is $92,900 for carpeting, flooring and
stair treads at the middle school, which, Leslie

said, are worn and unsafe.
A $50,000 cost for heating, ventilation and
air conditioning (HVAC) will replace the unit
that protects school servers and auditorium
lighting from overheating, Leslie said.
A $40,000 camera upgrade is part of a threeyear plan to upgrade cameras throughout the
building.
Leslie also proposes $15,000 in repairs to
tennis courts and a $14,000 irrigation system
upgrade.
The final $60,000 in the capital budget is part
of a multi-year plan to repair “crumbling sidewalks,” the superintendent said.
Leslie said there is also $349,000 in unfunded capital improvements that will need to be
completed at some point.
While Leslie said he anticipates a decrease
in enrollment of 89 students – 19 at the middle
school and 70 at the high school – he does not
plan any layoffs. Rather, he said, two teaching
positions will be cut through retirements.
The board will hold workshops Mondays,
Feb. 1, 9, and 22. All meetings will be held virtually at 6:30 p.m. Links to each will be posted
on the schools’ and district’s websites. On Monday, March 1, the board will hold a public budget forum.

Jam Sessions with Nashville Musician Inspire RHAM Students
there to compose a song.
Writing a song with students is an important
piece of the workshops as well, he said.
“Not matter how tired they are, how excited
they are, I like to write a song with them,” he
said.
The process starts with Brady asking students
to throw out some concepts.
After running through random ideas, Borsh
and fellow classmates selected the word “Paris”
as a starting point and wrote about going there
with someone they loved.
Brady said he liked the idea of writing about
Paris because there was depth and possibility.
Paul Thomas, of Andover, said he got a better understanding of the songwriting process
and how songwriters come up with ideas then
quickly morph them into music.
“Sometimes they use life experiences to create their song or they’ll find a couple words that
rhyme and use them,” Thomas said, describing
how Brady transformed a phrase into a song at
super speed. “In 20 minutes, he was able to help
up come up with a song that sounded good.”
Brady said he talked to the students about
rhyming and why rhymes are used in songs and
sound good to the ear.
Danielle Lynch, of Hebron, called the workshop inspiring, and said “it was cool” that
Brady was able to write an entire song based on
rhymes he jotted down.
Verrastro said she came across Writers Room
U while looking for someone in the recording
industry to work with the kids because they are
currently doing so much learning via electronics that she wanted them to hear about people
“who live in that world and work in that world.”
It was also a way to take advantage of Zoom
and bring students together with musicians
without having to pay for travel, she said.
Roxy King, who created the program with
Brady’s manager, Alex Goodman, has been
working to bring artists and students together
to motivate the students and create music, Verrastro said.
“We’re all in situations where music is different right now, we can’t do things real time,”

“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

In coming weeks more songwriters and producers will make their way in RHAM’s virtual
classroom, said Verrastro, who is working to
schedule more workshops.
Brady last week released a new single, “Don’t
Love a Girl,” which he said is available “everywhere and anywhere you listen to music.”

Project Graduation
Planning Begins

Parents of RHAM High School juniors and
seniors are invited to join AHM Youth and Family Services’ Project Graduation Committee, as
it begins planning for this year’s celebration.
For more information, visit ahmyouth.org,
click on “menu” and select “Project Graduation,” or contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-9488
ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna
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Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot
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• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

185 SilaS Deane Hwy.
wetHerSfielD, Ct

Turning 65? Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare prescription drug coverage?
Hospital Indemnity Plans • Medigap Supplements
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(860) 295-8791

Joe Wroblewski:
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9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT
www.stuartjablondpm.com

Like us on

Nashville recording artist Dylan Brady
jammed virtually with some RHAM
Middle School students last week, in a
special songwriting workshop.

We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.

By Appointment Only:

she said.
Brady, who was diagnosed with Tourette’s
syndrome when he was 13, was already speaking in schools and telling his story when Writers
Room U was developed. He said it was King’s
brainchild.
Goodman said he and King “found a little silver lining” in the way so much was being done
remotely and capitalized on the inspiring influence Brady was already having on students.
Brady said when he was diagnosed with Tourette’s he immediately realized he wanted to
make a difference in other kids “like me.” He
said he flew to Washington, D.C., and was part
of the Tourette’s Association American Ambassador Program, through which he learned how
to talk in schools.
“It wasn’t just Tourette’s at the end of the
day; it was everybody has something that makes
them different,” he said.
Brady said he likes watching kids come out
of their shells during the workshops and will
specifically call on those who are not getting
involved so they feel like they made a contribution.
He spoke about one student at another school
who was didn’t seem to have a lot of friends but
really participated in the program and seemed
to get a lot out of it. He later learned from the
school principal that the boy’s parents said they
had never seen him so happy.
He said students who take part may not become songwriters but it may have an overall impact on their lives and that had such a program
been available for him at that age, “it would’ve
been a game changer.”
“It’s just a really good opportunity for these
kids,” he said “Just seeing what they learn from
it, just seeing what they walk away with.”

CIT12-17-20

By Sloan Brewster
In virtual jam sessions with up-and-coming
Nashville musician Dylan Brady, RHAM Middle School eighth-graders composed original
songs.
Last week, Brady – whose single “Over
Us” was named one of the “10 Best Country
and Americana Songs to Hear Now” by Rolling Stone in 2019 – connected with students via
Zoom in two workshops. The workshops were
made possible through a collaborative with
Writers Room U, a music initiative to bring music education to students despite limitations of
singing during the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to music teacher Kerrie Verrastro, it was a way to pull kids out of the slump
brought on by all the Zoom calls and screen
time that’s happening this year due to remote
learning brought on by the pandemic.
“It’s really to motivate the students and give
them something a little special because they’re
losing so much this year,” she said. “We wanted
to do something out of the ordinary, to have
something fun that happened this year.”
Verrastro said the workshops “absolutely inspired” students.
On Monday, one of her classes spent some
more time on Zoom, this time connecting with
the Rivereast to share their thoughts about the
experience with Brady. A few of the students
piped up during the meet.
Lizzy Elizabeth Borsh, of Marlborough, said
she went into the workshop thinking it would
be awkward but found it to be open and said it
turned out to be “a cool experience.”
“I thought it was really cool to learn about
what songwriters do and I learned that songwriters write songs every single day,” Borsh
said. “I had no idea they did that.”
Brady, in a subsequent call with the Rivereast
later that day, said it was true.
He said “every single day” he works with
managers and producers and jams out a song
starting with possible lyrics based on “thoughts,
cool words, cool thoughts, anything under the
sun.” They run through all their ideas, hone in
on one they particularly enjoy and work from

Dental Plans for Medicare Eligible Individuals Helping people in the
area for over 20 years
Call Joe For a Free Quote
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Obituaries
Amston

George E. Alden III

George Edward Alden
III, 77, of Amston, beloved husband of Marilyn (Clifford) Alden, died
Wednesday, Dec. 30, at
Masonicare Health Center in Wallingford. He
was born in New Britain
Aug. 27, 1943. He was
oldest of nine children,
born to parents George
Edward Alden Jr. and Jane (Cook) Alden.
George was a Navy submarine veteran of the
Vietnam War. He served as a sonar technician
and rose to the level of chief petty officer.
George met his beloved wife Marilyn when
they were both teenagers. They were married
Nov. 22, 1963. George is survived by his loving
wife, Marilyn; his daughter, Kimberly Riordan
and her husband Francis; his son, George Edward Alden IV and his wife Lisa; and daughter
Toni D’Addeo and her husband Antonio. He
also leaves behind 10 grandchildren and two
adoring great-granddaughters.
George was a great outdoorsman! He traveled
to Alaska to fish and hike with his brothers Jeff,
Chris and sister Jill. He fished, grew an amazing vegetable garden and tended his yard with
loving care. He was an avid birdwatcher and
enjoyed feeding squirrels and frogs from his
hands. He was active in state and town politics,
including leadership in local Tea Party Patriots.
A memorial service will be held at a later
date when it is safe to gather.
Those who wish may send memorial donations to the Hebron Interfaith Human Services,
20 Pendleton Drive, Hebron, CT 06248.
To share memories or express condolences
online, please visit www.beigafuneralhome.
com.

East Hampton

Sally Boyce

Sally (Hood) Boyce,
93, of East Hampton,
passed away at her home
Monday morning, Jan.
18. Born Jan. 24, 1927,
in New Rochelle, N.Y.,
she was the daughter of
Dr. Robin Hood and Juna
Hix Hood. She graduated
from New Rochelle High
School and continued her education at Stephens
College in Columbia, Mo.
While growing up, Sally summered at Lake
Pocotopaug where she met her husband, William S. Boyce. She was married in June 1947
and lived at Lake Pocotopaug her entire married life of 63 years. The lake house was a hub
of constant activity for the family. There were
always picnics, parties and get-togethers, especially on the Fourth of July. The entire family
and friends could enjoy the benefits of Sally’s
hospitality. Sally’s presence was always front
and center and she will be sadly missed.
Sally was a master at handling needles and
crochet hooks. The entire family was gifted
many blankets, sweaters, mittens and the beautiful Christmas stockings that we all still use today. She also loved to garden and cook.
Sally was predeceased by her husband of 63
years, William S. Boyce. She is survived by her
six children and spouses, Deborah and David
Jackson of East Hampton; John and Marcy
Boyce of East Hampton; Robin and Joan Boyce
of Simpsonville, S.C.; Donna and Dennis Jenks of East Hampton; Gregory Boyce of East
Hampton; and William Gary and Jamie Boyce
of Glastonbury. In addition to her children, she
leaves her grandchildren, Shelley Carpenter and
her husband Eric; Stacey Amende and her husband Corey; Brian Jackson and his wife Ashley;

John Boyce Jr.; Courtney Eighmy and her husband Jack; Wesley Jenks; Janine Shumbo-Jenks
and her husband Dale; Evan Boyce; Madison
Boyce; Mckenzie Boyce; Alexandra Boyce;
Emma Boyce; Jack Boyce. She also leaves behind 14 great-grandchildren.
The family is planning a private memorial
service at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
the donor’s choice.
For online condolences, please visit www.
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Portland

John Sullivan

John Sullivan, 69, of
Portland, passed away
peacefully Friday, Jan.
22, in Florida, with family and friends by his side.
John was born Jan. 27,
1951, and was the youngest child of William and
Anne (Fitzgibbons) Sullivan.
John grew up in the
town of Portland and spent his entire life in the
town. He truly loved Portland. He graduated
from Portland High School in 1969. Always
an entrepreneur at heart, John began working
in the office equipment industry, selling and repairing typewriters. Eager to own and run his
own business, John and his business partner
Vincent Lanzi struck out on their own in 1983
and purchased what was to become A&A Office Systems. John put his heart and soul into
the business and made the company a success.
John relocated the business in 2001 to Middletown because he loved the community and
wanted to have his business there. He built several buildings and the company grew to almost
100 employees.
John also had a passion for improving Portland and purchased several buildings on Main
Street to improve them. Along the way, he
started two other businesses, the Brownstone
Bottle Shop and the White Dog Café. He was
very proud of his businesses and what he had
accomplished professionally. He sold all his
businesses over the last several years and all are
still thriving. John always had an instinct for
business and the ability to make the right move
at the right time.
John met his wife Eileen Keser after being
set up on a blind date. They were married in
2000 in Portland and moved to a house on the
Portland Golf Course the same year. Living
overlooking a Portland golf course had been a
dream of John’s since he was a young boy. John
and Eileen have been together over 20 years
and they truly loved each other through thick
and thin. John was married previously to Debra
(Haydon) Sullivan also of Portland with whom
he had two children, Barry and Robyn Sullivan.
John had the heart of a philanthropist and was
very generous over the years to many organizations and individuals. He always donated generously to the Middlesex United Way, Middlesex
County Community Foundation, Portland Food
Bank, St. Mary Church, Middlesex YMCA and
the Portland Police Department, to name a few.
He was given the Alexis deTocqueville Philanthropy award from the United Way in 2016. His
contributions to Middlesex Hospital over the
years even resulted in a room being named in
his honor. He sponsored and helped plan and
run the annual “Chumley” Golf Tournament
for 10 years in Portland that was given in honor
of Eileen’s brother Chumley and benefited the
Portland Food Bank. You would always see him
there smiling and making sure everyone was
having a good time.
John also helped countless individuals who
needed help over the years. During this past
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year, John donated a great deal of money to
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and
other pediatric cancer research foundations after the diagnosis of his youngest grandchild.
John had an infectious personality and always gave you a cheerful greeting and a smile.
He will be remembered for his one-liners, his
humorous wit, and that million-dollar smile.
His blue Irish eyes constantly twinkled, giving
away his gregarious and mischievous spirit.
John enjoyed cars and racing and travelled
many years to watch the Daytona 500 and other
races around the country, always rooting for
Darrell Waltrip. He was also a New England
Patriots fan and season ticket holder as well
as a Boston Red Sox fan. He enjoyed going to
games with friends and family. John was a diehard Rolling Stones fan and went to many of
their shows over the years. John had a zest for
living, a quick wit, and was the life of many a
“partay” as he would say. He made everyone he
was with feel important and special.
In addition to his loving wife Eileen, John
is survived by his son, Barry Sullivan and his
wife Micky of Portland; daughter, Robyn Sullivan of Wethersfield; stepdaughter, Meagan
Salinsky of Glastonbury; stepson, Patrick Dill
of Colchester; stepdaughter, Moira Dill of Portland; grandson Brady; granddaughters Haydon
and Abigail; they were the apples of his eye!!
He is also survived by sister Betty Martyszczyk and her husband Bill; nieces Kathy Thurz
and her husband Mike, Susie Angersola and her
husband Don, Jennifer Dellavecchia and her
husband Bob, Kim Clark, Kelly Sullivan, and
Kyli Sullivan; nephews Brendyn Sullivan and
his wife Kori, and Easton Sullivan and his wife
Jessica; his best friend Jim Curley; and the two
family cats, Big and Little.
John was predeceased by his parents; his big
brothers, Michael and Billy; his beloved sister,
Patricia Sienkiewicz; brothers-in-law Edward
Sienkiewicz, Joe Keser and Charles “Chumley”
Keser; his friend, Dana Sweet; and his baby
Isis, the dog.
In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for donations to be made to either the Portland Food
Bank or Connecticut Children’s Medical Center.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held today, Jan. 29, at 10 a.m., at St. Mary Church
in Portland. Burial will be private in St. Mary
Cemetery, Portland.
Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main
St., Portland is in charge of arrangements.

Colchester

Frank Lavech Jr.

Frank
“Frankie”
Lavech Jr. of Colchester,
beloved husband of Lillian (MacGregor) Lavech,
father,
father-in-law,
grandfather, brother, uncle, godfather and friend,
passed away Monday,
Jan. 18, his 89th birthday. Frank was born in
Delanson, N.Y., to Frank
Lavech Sr. and Elna (Hansen) Lavech on Jan.
18, 1932. He married his high school sweetheart, Lillian, and they have resided in Colchester for the last 61 years.
Frank was a quiet man, with twinkling eyes,
and a strong work ethic, who loved his family
above all else. He was a proud father and an
even prouder grandfather. Nothing made him
happier than being around family; enjoying
meals together, holiday celebrations, picnics,
savoring a Chinese buffet, or antiquing at Brimfield, Mass., with his niece and her husband.
His favorite family pastimes included spending
time with his granddaughters; from camping
all over New England, to attending their school
events, and cheering them on at their basketball,
baseball or soccer games. You could always find
Frank at one of Connecticut’s country fairs, as
he and Lillian went to almost all of them every
year.
Throughout his life, Frank was an avid fan of
both watching and playing sports. He enjoyed
playing basketball and baseball in high school,
loved the Boston Red Sox, and was one of the
most enthusiastic fans of the UConn women’s
basketball team. Frank enjoyed being outdoors
in every season, from fishing and hunting, to
tending to his impressive vegetable garden and
watching with great pride as it grew and produced every year. He also enjoyed puttering
around his property and watching the many
different types of birds at their numerous bird
feeders around the yard.
Frank and Lillian’s 1778 colonial farmhouse
and its surrounding property sparked many
hobbies and lots of hard work throughout the
years. Frank completed all of the restoration

work and repairs on this old but charming house
by himself, whether it was wood shingle roofing, plumbing, electrical, heating, or carpentry
work. He also tried his hand at blacksmithing,
brewing maple syrup, and buying and selling
antiques. He even took the time to raise a couple of calves along the way.
Frank was extremely proud of his military
service in the U.S. Army. He first served in the
Army Reserves and then as a tank commander
in the 23rd Recon Company, stationed in the
Panama Canal Zone. After his service in the
U.S. Army, Frank became a pipefitter by trade
at Electric Boat in Groton, where he worked his
way up to being a supervisor in the construction
of nuclear submarines. Frank worked at Electric
Boat for 29 years.
Frank was civic-minded, had strong opinions, and loved the town in which he lived. He
was active in the Colchester Historical Society
for 40 years, and he attended the Colchester
Federated Church where throughout the years
he performed a myriad of church duties. He
served as a deacon, an usher, a member of the
stewardship committee, business committee,
and helped to host church dinners and banquets.
Frank is survived by his loving wife, Lillian; daughters, Debra McConville (Garry) of
Vernon, Barbara Lavech-Allen(Dale Allen) of
Lebanon; granddaughters, Dr. Victoria O’Brien
(Conor) of Chadds Ford, Pa., and Catherine
Allen (Tyler Johnson) of Marlborough, N.H.
Frank is also survived by sisters, Doris Patterson (Royce) of Clifton Park, N.Y., and Ruth Deruzza of Unadilla, N.Y., and predeceased by his
sister, Phyllis Evans of Las Vegas, Nev. “Uncle
Frankie” also has many nieces and nephews,
all of whom were very special to him. He was
happily awaiting the arrival of his first greatgrandchild.
I LOVE YOU 8,000 ME
Frank Lavech Jr., “a man well-loved, a life
well-lived.”
There will be a graveside family service at
the Linwood Cemetery in Colchester.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in Frank’s honor to the Colchester Federated Church “Deacons Fund,” 60 S.
Main St., Colchester, CT 06415.

East Hampton

Claire O’Neil

Claire (Moran) O’Neil,
88, of East Hampton,
passed away Saturday,
Jan. 23, after a brief illness. The daughter of the
late Robert and Emma
Moran, she was born in
Camden, N.J., in 1932,
but moved to Connecticut
at an early age.
She is survived by three
children: her son John and his wife Gail of Middletown; her daughter Eileen of New Britain;
and her daughter Maura Weber and her husband
Joe of East Hampton. She is also survived by
her sister, Barbara Korenkiewicz of Mystic, and
her brother, Robert Moran and his wife Cindy
of Griswold. Claire is survived by two grandchildren, Michael Weber of Worcester, Mass.,
and Emily Weber of Boston, Mass.
Claire was predeceased by her husband of 44
years, John F. O’Neil; her daughter Jean; and
her brother William Moran.
A strong proponent of education, Claire
spent her career as a kindergarten and special
education teacher in the East Hampton Public Schools. She graduated from the Norwich
Free Academy, and then received her B.S. from
UConn, a 5th year degree from Eastern Connecticut State University, and her M.S. from
Central Connecticut State University. She was
very active in the local community and was
most proud of her service on the Library Board
for eight years, including a position as the
secretary for four years. During that time she
served on the Library Building Committee, and
was instrumental in finding a site for the new
library, interviewing and choosing the architect,
and working on plans for the building. Claire
was an active member of St. Patrick Church in
East Hampton. She served as secretary of the
parish council from 1999 to 2001, and was vice
president of St. Patrick Guild in 2002.
Claire was an avid traveler in retirement, enjoying many cruises with her husband and later
with close friends. Not one to sit still for long,
she spent her time reading, golfing with a women’s golf league, playing bridge at the senior
center, and keeping up with local and national
politics. Claire also volunteered at Middlesex
Hospital, dedicated to providing hospice care to
those in need for many years. In her later years,
her greatest joy was spending time with her
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children and grandchildren. We will all miss
her quick wit, generosity and unassuming compassion.
A funeral liturgy will be celebrated Saturday,
Jan. 30, at 10 a.m., at St. Patrick Church in East
Hampton, with burial to follow in St. Patrick
Cemetery.
To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton

Mark James Zadrozny

Mark James Zadrozny of East Hampton bid
adieu to us all Wednesday, Jan. 20. He was born
to the late John Zadrozny
and Florence (Dougherty)
Zadrozny on Sept. 30,
1960, in New Britain.
A self-described prankster and troublemaker,
he happily encouraged
young and old to join in on the antics. He would
repeatedly encourage his niece to “stir it up”
and “give ‘em hell.” He cemented this advice by
gifting her a “Bad to the Bone” bumper sticker,
which, to her mother’s dismay, she proudly
hung in her bedroom.
When he was not thinking of ways to pull
someone’s leg he could be found in a garden
or painting. He was a prolific gardener and had
not one but two green thumbs. He would selflessly share his bounty with friends and strangers alike. No doubt the gardens he tended felt
the fullness of his heart, which was big.
His favorite vegetables, tomatoes and peppers, accurately represented him – sweet and
spicy. He was also fond of sunflowers, no doubt
feeling as if he and they were kindred spirits
with their love of basking in the sun and bringing joy to others.
His love of gardening was matched only by
his love of the ocean. While most of us “suckers” toiled away under fluorescent lights, Mark
reveled in soaking up the sun while sipping on
suds. He believed the beach and seafood to be a
panacea for anything that ailed you and, truth be
told, it’s pretty good advice. His co-conspirator
and lifelong buddy Gordon (Gordie) Greenwood would agree.
He is survived by his two siblings, Kathleen
M. York (significant other C. Joseph Plourde,
Jr.) and William J. Zadrozny (Debbie Zadrozny) of East Hampton, who he equally loved
and loved to razz; nieces, Chelsea Zadrozny

(significant other Keith Helstrom) of Hebron,
and Alexandra (Amy) York (Elizabeth Kozlow)
of Alexandria, Va., who intends to keep Mark’s
full heart, love of the ocean, and jokester nature
alive albeit in a PG-13-rated version instead of
his R-rated version; and two grandnephews,
Avery and Skyler York, both of whom happily
subscribe to Mark’s mission of causing trouble
and making people laugh.
While there will be no formal service and the
family requests no flowers be sent, you can still
remember Mark in your own way. He would
most likely prefer you remember him while
savoring some juicy tomatoes, hot peppers or
shrimp while sitting by the ocean and making
everyone around you laugh. You could also support a garden club such as the Belltown Community Garden Club.
Or if you would rather donate money in his
memory, please send donations to the Benny
Fund: Neiweems c/o The Benny Fund, 83
Wopowog Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424 or
visit https://bennyfund.org/. They have a mission Mark would definitely support “Be kind.
Do Good.” And he would no doubt jokingly add
“raise some hell.”
We wish God much luck with Mark’s antics;
he’ll certainly need it. Much like the summer
season he loved so much, Mark left all of us
too soon.
To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester

Mary Jane Woods

Mary Jane Woods, “Whirl Wind,” 67, of
Colchester, passed away
Saturday, Jan. 23, at
Middlesex Hospital in
Middletown. Born Dec.
21, 1953, in Grand Island,
Neb., she was a daughter
of the late Mariano and
Betty Rodriguez.
Mary was very passionate and proud of her
Native American background; she was part of
a lineage that could be
traced directly back to Geronimo. Mary was a
proud member of the American Indian Movement (A.I.M) and participated in several protests to help advance Native American causes,
most notably protesting at the former Alcatraz
Prison.
For over 20 years, Mary worked as the arts
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Colchester

Judith A. Ellis

Judith (Judy) A. Ellis,
70, of Colchester, passed
away Thursday, Jan. 21,
at Backus Hospital in
Norwich, after an extended illness.
Judith was married to
Terrance Ellis, who predeceased her in 2014. She
retired several years ago
after a long and successful career as a medical assistant with Dr. Jan J. Akus.
She leaves to mourn her loss two stepdaughters, Cynthia Duprey (Mark) and Diane Buttimer; seven grandchildren; five great-grandchil-

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will
hold a regular meeting on February 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to
consider the following (contact the Land Use Department for
location details):
Application PZC-20-024: Paula Free, 249 West High St., for
a special permit per Sec. 8.4 Motor Fuel Filling Station for a
proposed convenience store. Map 06/Block 12/Lot 1B.
Application PZC-20-026: Long Hill Estates, LLC., Long
Hill Estate Subdivision, for a Zone Change R-2 to C. Map 06/
Block 12/Lot 8
Application PZC-20-027: Connecticut Contractors
Group, LLC., Young/Daniel Street Subdivision. Map 13/
Block 51/Lot 1
Ray Zatorski, Chairman
Note* any question re: Applications and Maps are on file in
2TB 1/22, 1/29
the Land Use Office 860‑267-7450.
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dren; three very dear friends, Lynda Ruszala,
Tina Sklar, Janice Felciano; and numerous extended family and friends. In addition to her
husband and parents, she was predeceased by a
stepdaughter, Deborah Schools, and grandson,
Jason Schools.
Judy will be remembered as a good friend
who loved getting together for lunch, day trips
and card games. Funeral services will be held
privately, according to her wishes.
The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester has been entrusted with care of arrangements. For online condolences, please visit
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Obituary Policy

Rivereast will publish obituaries free of
charge if the deceased person is a resident
or former resident of any of the towns we
circulate in.
Charges apply for obituaries of persons
who were not residents. Contact the advertising director at (860) 633-4691 for rates.
LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication
This is to give notice that, I,
BRIAN AIDA
9 GROVE ST
PORTLAND, CT 06480-1956
Have filed an application placarded 01/28/2021 with the
Department of Consumer Protection
for a RESTAURANT LIQUOR PERMIT
for the sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises at:
91 MAIN ST STE B
PORTLAND CT 06480-1825
The business will be owned by:
CONCENTRIC BREWING COMPANY LLC
Entertainment will consist of: Acoustics (not amplified), Concerts,
Disk Jockeys, Karaoke, Live Bands, Plays/Shows, Comedians,
Sporting Events, Magicians
Objections must be filed by: 03-11-2021
2TB 1/29, 2/5
BRIAN AIDA

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will
hold a Regular Meeting at 7 pm on February 8, 2021 via
Zoom meeting (see Town website for details) to consider the
following:
• Application ZBA-21-001: Brian Galovich, 35 Highland
Terrace, to increase the lot coverage from previously approved 13% to 17% to construct an 18’x36’ IG pool with 650
sq. ft. concrete decking around and a 20’x30’ pool house.
Map 18/Block 44/Lot 78-28.
• Application ZBA-21-002: Ursula Mascaro, 49 Wangonk
Trail, to reduce the north side setback from 15’ to 4.47’ and
the south side setback from 15’ to 6.91’ to construct a second
story addition and a 40 sq. ft. second deck. Map 9A/Block
70C/Lot 39
• Application ZBA-21-003: Nancy, Donald Jr., Robert and
Sue Briere, 91-93 Lake Drive, Subdivide property for Lot
A and B: reduce min lot area for Lot A from 20,000 SF to
12,029 SF, reduce lot width for Lot A from 125’ to 112.70’, increase lot coverage for Lot A from 20% to 23.8% and 28.2%
for Lot B, reduce front setback for Lot A from 25’ to 19.6’ and
reduce the side setbacks for both lots from 25’ to 3.8’. Map
25/Block 64/Lot 56
2TB 1/29, 2/5
Matthew Walton, Chairman
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and crafts coordinator for the Pequot Tribe,
where she created numerous tribal regalia and
other works of art for ceremonies and had the
honor of having several pieces of her art on display in the Smithsonian museums. In her spare
time, Mary enjoyed traveling across the country with her husband Robert; the two of them
would share a motorcycle and go on road trips
for weeks at a time.
She is survived by her husband, Robert J.
Beckman; daughter, Eva (Joshua) Avery; stepchildren, Jerry Beckman, Mark Cargo and
Heather Fouse; grandchildren, Isaiah, Ahviel,
Cameron, Barry and Rilee; and many other numerous extended family and friends.
Walk-through calling hours will be held today,
Jan. 29, from 4-7 p.m., at the Aurora-McCarthy
Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester.
All who wish to attend must wear a mask.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial donations be made to Mary’s GoFundMe
page, gofund.me/b8c1c706.
For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

LEGAL NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF CERTIFICATION OF
PARTY-ENDORSED CANDIDATES FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICES
INCLUDING NOTICE OF “UNDERENDORSEMENT” FOR SOME OFFICES
LEGAL NOTICE
			

A certified list of Republican party-endorsed candidates for the Town of Andover, CT for election as:
Board of Finance
Board of Education
Planning & Zoning Commission
Planning & Zoning Commission Alternate
Zoning Board of Appeals
Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate
Board of Fire Commissioners
is on file in my office at 17 School Road - Andover, CT, and copies thereof are available for public distribution.
The certified list as received includes fewer names of party-endorsed candidates than the party is entitled to nominate for some
of the following offices:
Office		
Number of Names Certified		 Number Entitled to be Nominated
Board of Finance			3				3
Board of Education			
2
			
2
Planning & Zoning Commission		
2				
2
Planning & Zoning Commission Alt		
0 				
1
Zoning Board of Appeals			2				2
Zoning Board of Appeals Alt		
1
			
1
Board of Fire Commissioners		1				2
A Primary will be held March 8, 2021, if, for a particular office, the number of party-endorsed candidates plus the number of
candidates filing petitions pursuant to Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes exceeds the maximum number which the party is entitled to nominate for that office. Petitions must be filed not later than 4:00 p.m. of February 2, 2021.
Petition forms, instructions and information concerning the procedure for filing of opposing candidacies, including schedules,
may be obtained from:
Wallace Barton - Republican Registrar of Voters			
Carol H. Lee
17 School Road – Andover				
Municipal Clerk of Andover

1TB 1/29

Sealed Bids for the Detention Basin Clearing will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town Clerk’s Office until 10:00
AM local time on Thursday, February 25, 2021. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time. The Project
consists of clearing all trees and woody vegetation within and around 11 detention basins.
Bids shall be on a lump sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or State CT DAS website, and may
obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail
Building@marlboroughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing Office. PDF copies are available upon request after the receipt of the non-refundable fee.
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor
Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other
than the Issuing Office.
A pre-bid conference will be held at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at the Department of Public Works, 66 South Main
Street, Marlborough, CT. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide Performance in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in
the Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to
ensure equal opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17.
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60]
days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding
process; and to accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws,
ordinances and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an
Agreement and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a performance bond, and to the Town prior to the start of
any work.
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received any and all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the
best interest of the Town to do so.
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut
By: Gregory J. Lowrey, First Selectman
Date: January 28, 2021

2TB 1/29, 2/5
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TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER
ATTENTION COLCHESTER TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester taxpayers that Motor Vehicle Supplemental taxes and the second installment of
Real Estate taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2019 are due and payable on January 1, 2021. The second installment bill for
Real Estate taxes was included with the Real Estate tax bill due on July 1, 2020. No additional bills for the second installment
for Real Estate taxes will be mailed.
Taxpayers who have been financially impacted by COVID-19 may apply to have their January 1, 2021 taxes deferred. Deferment of taxes are by application only and must be received by the Tax Collector no later than February 1, 2021. Please contact
the Tax Collector for more information on this program. Taxpayers who have been approved for the deferment program will
have until April 1, 2021 to pay until interest and penalties occur.
If any tax due on January 1, 2021 is not paid on or before February 1, 2021, the tax installment shall be delinquent and will default to the low interest rate program until March 31, 2021. The interest rate on the low rate program is 0.25% per month going
back to the due date of the bill. Taxes that become delinquent on February 1,2021 shall be charged delinquent interest for the
months of January and February, 2021, or 0.50% Any outstanding balance due April 1, 2021 will default back to the standard
interest rate of 1.5% per month or 18% annum and will defer back to the due date of the bill January 1, 2021. Therefore any
balance outstanding on April 1, 2021 will automatically have 6% interest applied.
Failure to receive a tax bill does not invalidate the tax or any interest charged should the tax become delinquent. If you did not
receive a bill and think you should please contact the office immediately. Conn Gen Stat. 12-130
Please make all checks payable to the Town of Colchester. Checks may be mailed to Tax Office, 127 Norwich Avenue Colchester, CT, 06415. If a receipt is desired, please send a self-addressed stamped envelope and two copies of the bill. Pay on-line by
visiting our website www.colchesterct.gov; online payments are subject to convenience fees. Hours of collection are Monday
– Wednesday and Friday 8:30am – 4:30pm; Thursday 8:30am- 7pm. Questions concerning tax payments should be directed to
the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Wyatt, C.C.M.C.
Tax Collector
Town of Colchester

2TB 1/8, 1/29

LEGAL NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF CERTIFICATION OF
PARTY-ENDORSED CANDIDATES FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICES
INCLUDING NOTICE OF “UNDERENDORSEMENT” FOR SOME OFFICES
LEGAL NOTICE

			
A certified list of Democrat party-endorsed candidates for the Town of Andover, CTfor election as:
Board of Finance
Board of Education
Planning & Zoning Commission
Planning & Zoning Commission Alternate
Zoning Board of Appeals
Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate
Board of Fire Commissioners
is on file in my office at 17 School Road - Andover, CT, and copies thereof are available for public distribution.
The certified list as received includes fewer names of party-endorsed candidates than the party is entitled to nominate for some
of the following offices:
Office		
Number of Names Certified		 Number Entitled to be Nominated
Board of Finance			3				3
Board of Education			2				2
Planning & Zoning Commission		2				2
Planning & Zoning Commission Alt		
1				
1
Zoning Board of Appeals			2				2
Zoning Board of Appeals Alt		1				1
Board of Fire Commissioners		1				2
A Primary will be held March 8, 2021, if, for a particular office, the number of party-endorsed candidates plus the number of
candidates filing petitions pursuant to Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes exceeds the maximum number which the party is entitled to nominate for that office. Petitions must be filed not later than 4:00 p.m. of February 2, 2021.
Petition forms, instructions and information concerning the procedure for filing of opposing candidacies, including schedules,
may be obtained from:
Linda Derrick - Democrat Registrar of VoterS			
Carol H. Lee
17 School Road – Andover				
Municipal Clerk of Andover
1TB 1/29

At the January 21, 2021 meeting, the following action was
taken:
APPROVED PZC Application #20-02: 179 Ames Hollow
Road. Request for a 3 lot subdivision. Application of
Michael Roy. Property of M&R Custom Homes, LLC.
Assessor’s Map 42, Lot 7-1. Zone RR.
Dated at Portland, CT. this 26th day of January 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

At the January 21, 2021 regular meeting, the following
action was taken:
APPROVED PZC Application #20-07: 242 Main Street
(aka 238 Main Street). Application of Timothy Tynan.
Property of Samuel Eddinger. Assessor’s Map 28, Lot 31.
Zone B3 and TCVD.
Dated in Portland, CT. this 26th Day of January 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER
REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE

TOWN OF PORTLAND

1TB 1/29

1TB 1/29

Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town
of Portland that the second installment of real estate and
personal property taxes on the October 1, 2019 Grand List
and the Supplemental motor vehicle taxes are due and
payable on January 1, 2021.

To the taxpayers of the Town of Andover – the third installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2019 Grand List
becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on January 1, 2021. Payments must be postmarked, paid online, or
brought to lockbox outside Town Hall by February 1, 2021
to avoid penalty. Interest will be charged starting February
2, 2021 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year
(1.5% per month) from the due date of January 1st, with a
minimum charge of $2 for each bill.
Online credit card payments may be made at www.andoverct.org. Checks or money orders payments may be placed
in the locked drop box at Town Hall. Payments by check or
money order may be mailed to the Tax Collector’s office.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any
interest which may, by State law, accrue.

The Town of Portland adopted the Covid-19 Tax Relief Low
Interest Rate Program for all Portland taxpayers.Taxes not
paid in full on or before Monday, February 1, 2021 become
delinquent and are subject to interest of .25% per month
for 90 days from due date of January 1, 2021. On April 1,
2021, interest will be charged back to 1.5 per month from
due date and minimum interest charge of $2.00.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax. Please
contact the Collector of Revenue if you do not have a bill
or tax information is available on the Town of Portland
website www.portlandct.org.

Please refer to the Town website www.andoverct.org for
Town Hall hours.

Online tax payments are accepted by visiting our website
www.portlandct.org and are subject to convenience fees.

If you have any questions, please contact our office at 860742-4035, option 4.

Due to the Covid transmission rising sharply, payment
by mail is strongly encouraged. Please mail to: Town of
Portland Collector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT
06480-0071.

The Town recognizes that many residents may find it difficult
to pay the January installment of taxes on time. Andover is
offering relief in the form of a reduced rate interest program
that will lower interest on delinquent taxes from 1.5% per
month to .25% per month through the end of March.
Eileen Curtin, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT 06232

There is also a secure payment drop box located at the
rear entrance of the Town Hall, 33 East Main Street,
Portland, CT 06480
Nancy DiGirolamo, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue
3TB 1/8, 1/22, 1/29
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“Pet of the Week”
Coco is a 2 year-old pit bull mix who weighs
about 50 lbs. Coco is house trained, crate
trained, and knows her basic commands.
She is working on her greeting manners and
leash skills, but is very smart and eager to
please, so ongoing training would be super
fun with her. Her ideal home would be with
an active family committed to continuing
her training and making her a central part
of their lives. She is very sweet and friendly,
but we believe a home with older children
(12+) would be best for her. She also has
a prey drive so no kitty siblings for this gal.

Logan, 2, is dressed for a celebrity ball
in his handsome black and white tuxedo
but he’s a little too shy to ask anyone to
dance. But hold your hand out and invite
him to step closer and you could have a
dance partner for life, especially if you
happen to offer him something to eat.
Despite his initial shyness, Logan can be
very playful and endearing. He likes the
laser toy and loves to be petted and scratched behind the ears. We
think that once he knows that he is safe and loved, Logan is going
to be the life of the party!

CIT1-29-21

LEGALS

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
vOlunTeerS & FOSTer hOmeS neeDeD – For information call: 860-569-0722

Protectors of Animals, Inc.

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization,
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.
Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org
144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

employment

CASHIER POSITION
AVAILABLE at a gas station in
Glastonbury. FT or PT. Will train.
Please call 860-617-4349
WELDER/FABRICATOR: Custom
Sheet Metal Fabrication, light
structural, min 5-10 yrs exp &
SHEET METAL MECHANICS,
APPRENTICES & HELPERS:
Steady work, good benefits. Call
for interview. 860-828-3762

Town of Andover
Now Hiring

CNA NEEDED - Nursing
home experience preferred.
Colchester area. Must have own
transportation, be reliable and
have three references. 860-3341553.

Andover School District
Occupational Therapist – Part Time

The Town of Andover is hiring a Finance Director. The individual will supervise and manage the Finance Department,
which provides financial services to the Board of Education
of the Andover Elementary School, and Municipal Government. The position will direct the accounting and reporting,
financial planning and analysis, budgeting and debt service
of the Town of Andover. Ensures the financial integrity of all
Town of Andover fiscal matters. This is a full time position.
A complete job description can be found at www.andoverct.
org. Please send Cover Letter, Application and Resume to
adminassistant@andoverct.org.   Applications will be accepted until position is filled. EOE
2TB 1/22, 1/29

Like
us on

Facebook

Town of Salem
Full Time Career Firefighter /
EMT / Maintainer Position
50 hr Work Week
$61,100 Annually with Benefits

Wages, hours, terms and conditions of employment
established by the CBA between IAFF Local-3831
and the Town of Salem Equal Opportunity Employer

RivereastNewsBulletin

The Andover School District is seeking qualified candidates
for the position of part-time Occupational Therapist,
or up to 15 hours/week.
Hours will vary based on students’ needs.
Application is available online at www.andoverelementaryct.org and should be sent along with letter of intent,
resumé, copy of CT certification, transcripts and 3 letters of
reference to:
Andover Elementary School
35 School Road
Andover, CT 06232
ATTN: Holly Maiorano, Special Education Director
[Or send via email to:
maioranoh@andoverelementaryct.org]
6TB 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26

Applications are being accepted for a full time
position within the Town of Salem Emergency
Services. Applicant must possess a High School
Diploma or GED and hold current CT certifications
in FF2, Hazmat Ops., EMT, CPR and AED.
Required experience: 3 years of active ambulance
service in addition to 5 years of continuous active
volunteer firefighter status with officer experience
and/or 3 years of continuous employment as a
career firefighter.
additional requirements include: Connecticut
CDL Cl ass B license or 2Q endorsement. Current
annual Fire Department physical and currently hold
a valid CPAT card or complete within 6 months of
conditional employment offering. CT certifications
for Pump Operator, Aerial Operator, Instructor 1,
and Officer 1 are highly desired, but not required.
Employment Application*, Resume with cover
letter, References, and Documentation highlighting
personal assets and qualifications for the position of
Firefighter/ EMT/ Maintainer are required.
*Applications can be found at salemct.gov on the
Human Resource Department page. All required
documents can be emailed to the Human Resource
Department: lisa.jablonski@salemct.gov
Required documents may also be dropped off in
the drop box at entrance to Town Hall or mailed
to: Salem Town Hall attn: emergency Service
administrator, 270 Hartford Rd., Salem, CT 06420.
The Town of Salem is an Equal Opportunity Employer

RE1-29-21

WESTSIDE MANOR IS
SEARCHING FOR ATTENDANTS
to our shifts, 3PM-11PM and
11PM-7AM shift. Attendant
Responsibilities: Housekeeping,
Meal Prep and medication
administration required for the
position. Medication Certification
a plus but not necessary. Benefit
of Attendant: Medical (Full time)
Dental (full time). Interviews
are done by appointment only
following strict COVID guidelines
at our location Monday thru Friday.
Please call us at 860-267-4401
to schedule an interview today! 9
West High Street, East Hampton.
Job Type: Full-time/Part-time.
Salary: $13.75-$14.00/hr ****
$200.00 sign on bonus****

MECHANIC NEEDED FOR AUTO
SHOP IN MIDDLETOWN under
new ownership. ASE certification
a plus but not required. Welding
experience a plus. Must have your
own tools. Immediate hire! Call
George at 203-624-0105

RE6-12-20

EAST HAMPTON, CT Small
industrial machinery sales shop
is looking for full time help to
maintain the inside/outside of
buildings and other properties.
Duties would include but not
limited to: Lawn care, janitorial
duties, cleaning and preparing
machines for sale and maintaining
vehicles, forklifts. Forklift
experience and a Driver’s Medical
Certificate a plus. Please call:
Ener-G Machinery, llc. 860-4673999 or email eneregmachinery@
gmail.com
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Real Estate

RE1-29-21

Second Floor apartment of two family
house located at 1099 Tryon Street,
South Glastonbury. Two bedroom with
office, living room and dining room.
Rent is flexible between $1200-1700
based on occupants.
Heat and electricity not included.
Lease and security deposit required.

APARTMENT IN HEBRON
AVAILABLE NOW in downstairs
of private home. $975. monthly
including all utilities. Security
deposit required. No pets, no
smoking. Call/text 860-830-0887
GLASTONBURY LAW FIRM
HAS SINGLE OFFICE FOR
RENT at $950. monthly. Rent
includes parking, utilities and use
of conference room, kitchen and
work room. Perfect for someone
looking for bright corner office to
see clients. 860-291-9061, Erin.

Call or text George at

860-918-5442

East Hampton 55+
Privacy & Luxury

Your Ad

Love people, not things.
Use things, not people.

East Hampton, Owner Sale $307,500

Immaculate Ranch style home with private yard on cul-de-sac in
Very Desirable Active 55+ community. 3 Bedrm, 2.5 baths. Movein condition (option – furnished!) One level living! Hardwood
flrs, Gorgeous Cherry and Stunning Granite eat-in kitchen, First
floor master suite with whirlpool, shower, 2 sinks. Living Rm w/
fireplace, Dining rm, laundry/mudrm, attached garage. Upstairs
2 bedrm and full bath with tub. Full basement. Don’t delay on
this rarely available home in Laurel Ridge. Brokers protected.

Should Be Here!
CAll uS At:

Info: 18northridge.com call: 860.834.6549

RE1-29-21

860-633-4691

Classifieds
Pay
The Glastonbury
Citizen & The
Rivereast News
Bulletin
Email your
Classified Line
Ad to sandy@
glcitizen.com
and call with
your credit
card number.

Flanagan Realty Group

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS A

CIT1-29-21

Making your Real Estate Dreams a Reality

www.FlanaganRealtyGroup.com

RE1-29-21

FOR RENT

M A R L B O R O U G H N E W LY
RENOVATED RAISED RANCH
HOME, 3 possibly 4 bedrooms,
2 baths, home office space, large
laundry room with washer and
dryer. Convenient to Rte. 2 and
town center. No pets, no smoking,
$2200./month plus utilities. For
details, questions, appointment
call 860-798-6038

CIT1-28-21

rentals

(We regret we cannot
take ads over the phone)

Naturehood

Jack Faski
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski

Sales Associate

27 Edgewood Drive, Colchester
Offered at $249,000
Almost completely remodeled 4 Bedroom 2 bath home
on a cul-de-sac. Full eat-in kitchen and large living
room with propane heater. First floor has 2 good
size bedrooms and full bath A large living room with
hardwood. Upstairs has 2 bedrooms and another full
bath. Lower level has a partially finished family room
with pellet stove, workshop and a laundry room with
cedar closet. Large deck overlooking private backyard.

 Colchester Commercial Opportunities 
63 Norwich Ave. – $625 month for this 2nd floor space for office or other services possible right
off the Town green. Many businesses surround you and you share with a bank, insurance and civil
engineer. There is one large open area of 500 sq ft with 2 possible entrances so can use as 2 private
offices or waiting area and office area.

43 Hayward Ave. – $825 plus utilities for this great downtown location for your business in this
beautiful historic building. This second floor space includes a front and rear entrance and a large
open area with a side alcove area for break room or files and 2 large office areas for private meetings
or conference rooms. Come see this space today to make your presence known in Colchester.

44 Main St. – $1000 a month plus utilities gets this Fantastic location in Downtown Colchester.
Things are hopping with all the local shopping! Don’t miss out on this great spot with parking right
out front and in back. Unit is all open space with an office area or storage and a half bath. Come see
if your business can succeed here today!

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

RE1-29-21

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION IS ILLEGAL
For Help Call 888-247-4401

DiscoverTheForest.org

If anyone refused to rent to you because of your source of income,
race, color, national origin, sexual orientation, gender, religion,
marital status, age, disability or because you have children, you may
have been the victim of illegal housing discrimination. Contact the
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.
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Vanessa Aquino
860-778-5624

Hilary Culver
860-310-9715

hilaryculver@gmail.com

Jim Harrington
860-966-9966

Emily Cyr
860-805-0451

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com

Amy Howard
860-716-5475

Allison Dillon
860-301-0955

John Drury
860-466-0077

abdillon@snet.net

john@harrs.com

Jeff King
860-710-1323

JP Landrey
860-559-5340

Faith Farina
860-373-6993

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com

Angela Aresco
860-883-9005

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

Peter Bates
860-823-8765
pjbjr66@gmail.com

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com

vikkiwild@gmail.com

gitagrealestate@gmail.com

Danielle Casey
860-202-6203

Kamey Cavanaugh
860-398-0483

Deva Childs
860-796-7796

Laura Beth Collinson
860-262-2753
laurabethrealty@gmail.com

Kira Coon
860-575-3177

kiramcoon@gmail.com

Angela Crane
860-365-0342

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com

Lynn Gardiner
860-729-1215

Jay Gigliotti
860-235-3570

Matthew Gworek
860-882-8650

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com

devachilds@gmail.com

Fred Ferguson
860-638-9362

Patrick Florio
603-557-6663

Sharon Fox
860-805-6917

patrickfloriore@gmail.com

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com

lynngardiner5@gmail.com

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com

mgworekrealty@gmail.com

Sandra Lindstrom
860-334-5815

Mike Mallon
860-338-5037

Catherine McNarry
860-306-4436
catherinemcnarry@gmail.com

Lynn Minnick
860-989-7267

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com

Brian Mitchard
860-834-3204

Bill Nelson
860-395-9139

Christopher Passera
860-657-6578

Kristina Segura
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel
860-759-9310

Candice Smith
860-917-4784

Tania Sones
860-918-5100

Stacy Soracchi
860-534-0333

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com

jplandrey@comcast.net

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com

mjmallon1@live.com

Filipe Pereira
860-990-9103

Alex Pike
860-930-4164

Caitlin Reilly
203-667-7436

Preston Roth
860-662-0735

Barbara Royea
860-334-8714

Koreen Ryan
860-250-6799

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com

Gita Burzycki
860-682-2923

fredfergusonct@gmail.com

amyhowardrealtor@gmail.com

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com

Vikki Brothers
860-922-4141

faithfarina1@gmail.com

jim@harrs.com

filipe@wemanagect.com

Kristie Benjamin
860-918-0165

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com

koreenryan1@gmail.com

seguractrealtor@gmail.com

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com

brianmitchardrealtor@gmail.com william.m.nelson@comcast.net

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com

sonesrealtor@gmail.com

cmpassera64@gmail.com

stacysoracchi@gmail.com

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner

860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

michael@harrs.com

Daniel Walsh
860-841-0183

danwalshsells@gmail.com

Candy Webb
860-377-7510

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com

Cieara Yanaros
860-754-7048

ciearasellsct@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester

Gladys Yeager
860-944-9772

RE1-22-21

Michael Varni
860-335-7380

www.CarlGuild.com

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net

TREE & Landscaping
Roof
Shoveling

No job too big or small!

Like
us on

Facebook

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Owner Operated • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates • Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases
of tree work! Call us now and
get the best price ever!

To l l

RivereastNewsBulletin

free

(8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069

Senior citizen & military discount

LocaL
Firewood
For SaLe!

RE10-29-20

www.PromisedLandEarthworks.com

Toll Free

Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Advertisers

East Hampton, CT 06424
bandhtree@icloud.com

1-888-646-Tree

860-267-2194

The Glastonbury Citizen and The Rivereast News Bulletin will
make every effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility for
typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge,
that part of an advertisement in which an error may occur, provided
that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability of the
publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the amount of the charge for the space
occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first incorrect
insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements
or claims made in any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal
the name and address of the person or persons responsible for placing
any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind”
box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject
advertisements which it deems unsuitable for its publications. Every
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads
for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for
specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate everyone’s
requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

860-335-0247

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion
On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal
Stone Wall Work • Retaining Walls
Boulder Walls – using stone on your site or our stones

Dondero Lawn Care
i

860-228-2003

a

FREE
ESTIMATES

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Ryans TRee seRvice

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Group & Referral Discounts 10%

RLFrancks@comcast.net

Winter Is Here!

Now Scheduling ROOF

• Hazardous Tree Removal
– We Climb or Bucket Truck Service

RAKING

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale

Please think of your roof tops as more snow will accumulate with each storm
and the heavier it will get, especially if it hasn’t been given a chance to melt.
services include:

Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation
Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured —

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ] u t

FULLY INSURED

State Lic. #SFPH000902

FREE ESTIMATES

Call 860-228-5009

RE1-22-21

RE3-6-20

Sand & GRavEl
Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil
For Pick-up or Delivery Call

Heath Galvin
860.682.2635

RE5-22-20

PRZEKOPSKI

CALL TODAY FOR SNOWPLOWING
Excavation Land Clearing Drainage Concrete
Retaining Walls Waterlines Foundation Prep

RE12-18-20

(860) 295-9692

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Call for an estimate today!

— lawns-n-Stuff —

Residential • Commercial

P7 License

RE12-18-20

Commercial & Residential

RE8-21-20

Licensed
& Insured

RE12-18-20

TREE SERVICES. All season tree
services. Tree removal, stump
grinding, shrubs removal and
more. 24 hour emergency service
available. Call or Text for free
estimate (860) 899-5806 Edson
Oliveira
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Home Improvement

Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

CIT3-5-20

860-228-3912

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

Call 633-4691

Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

www.alansoucy.com
We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

Kitchen & Bath Remodels, Painting,
Decks, Hardwood, Basement Finishing,
Windows & Siding

RE3-13-20

From design to finish you’ll love our work!
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,
visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.

Call today for
a free estimate:

— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

CHARLIE’S
HOME
IMPROVEMENT. 20+ years
experience. Basement
hatchways, entry, interior, storm
and garage doors. Decks, tiling,
carpentry, porches, screening,
drywall, ceiling fans, suspended
ceilings and painting. Handyman
Services. Guaranteed work. Call
860-463-9077.
D&A TILE: Free Estimates.
Licensed and insured. All types of
tile work, kitchens, baths. All work
guaranteed. 16 years experience.
Call 508-0893.

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Family Operated

INTERIOR PAINTING
“With Attention to Detail”
Home/Historic Restoration –
Interior & Exterior
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Crack Repairs
Hardwood Floor Finishing

When viewing our portfolio, we portray 1000’s of CT homes
showcasing our ability. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

RE3-13-20

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland
License #609553

860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
860-680-1832
edl7@sbcglobal.net
EDL7@comcast.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

A Family Tradition
Since 1955

Commercial / Residential / Condos

Roofing • Siding • Decks
Windows & Doors

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.
Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…

Porches • Carpentry

You stay inside, payment by
credit card or check through mail.

Any Questions PleAse CAll us!
We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

860-633-1400

RE1-8-21

860-646-7668

Roofing
Remodeling
Siding & Windows
Additions
Small Jobs
Roofing
Green
Remodeling
Light
concrete
work
Kitchens & Baths
Excavation
Hardi Board Installer
Odd jobs
Decks

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Fully
Insured

Call Jim or Christian Charter

www.charterpainting.com

860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT9-24-20

52nd ANNIVERSARY

1969

norwich@mrhandyman.com

Lic#
0622777

Michael Swanson, owner

swansonpainting0916@gmail.com

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Since

860.657.6462

• Residential & Commercial
HIC #0650282
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
Call for
ServiCe
• Professional, Insured & Bonded
Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS,
ROOFS & DOORS to finished
basements, siding & floors.
Licensed/Insured. Give us a call
for a free estimate. Starr Builders,
LLC See us on Facebook. B.B.B.
860-267-1496.

Call: 219-575-0370

INTERIOR

FREE
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
ESTIMATES
Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
INSURED
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows,
Home Improvements & Carpentry

Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors

CIT8-27-20

Home Improvement
Professionals

Roofing

Drywall and Painting

RE10-16-20

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

STARKEY HOME REMODELING
- Call today for a free estimate
on all your Interior and
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks,
sheds, windows/doors, gutters,
landscape services, porches,
patios, framing, carpentry, siding,
kitchens/baths, basements,
flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate &
vinyl), painting/staining, insulation,
trim, etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597.

MR. HANDYMAN

Roof
RepaiRs

Swanson

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions,
renovations, interior painting

GRAVEL, STONE, MILLINGS,
SAND, MULCH AND TOPSOIL,
3½ ton deliveries. Dump runs,
single item pick ups. Call Tom
for pricing. 860-228-7171.

Call 860.377.0380

CIT3-5-20

DANNY ZERIO TILE - Custom
Installation & Repair. Over 30 yrs.
Experience. Fully insured. Free
Estimates. 860-543-1224

Free Estimates

M I C H A U D
H O M E
IMPROVEMENT & HANDYMAN
SERVICE: Deck, windows,
siding & odd jobs. No job too
small. Licensed and insured.
Free estimates. 860-228-2740.
Lic#558101

No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

RE12-18-20

CIT3-5-20

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC
-35 yrs of experience in all
phases of carpentry. Some of the
services we offer include: Crown
Molding, Chair Rails, Window
Seats, Bookcases, Entertainment
Centers, Cedar Closets, Custom
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior
and Exterior doors, Radiator
covers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel
chair ramps, New hatchways,
Replacement windows, Sump
pumps, Heat cables in gutters or
on roofs, Wood decking changed
to Trex, Attic stairs, Kitchen and
baths, Water damage and rot
repair of all kinds such as leaky
roofs, doors, windows or plumbing
fixtures. We do complete repair
of drywall and plaster. We also
combat the entry of mice and
more. Call Rene (860)643-0428

CIT3-19-20

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All
types of interior and exterior home
repairs. From drywall to plumbing,
painting to tile. Have a repair issue
we are here to Help, Old fashion
service. Licensed and insured.
Free estimates. Call Dan @ 860917- 3154

PORTLAND, CT

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net

RE3-13-20

Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors
Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!
RE10-19-18

RE1-29-21

HARDWOOD FLOORS

HIC.0631991

860 995 8596

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Sanding, Refinishing & Installation
Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

860-342-4323

Handyman
& Home
Improvement
pielallc.com

HIC 0641273
Fully
Insured

860-657-6462

kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT11-26-20

860-930-5492

CIT3-19-20

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing o – 860.633.6015
Windows – Doors
c – 860.550.0932

Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

and reaching a combined
circulation of over 35,000.

KKS Construction

RE5-3-19

Fence Repair

R.J.
Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.

CIT3-5-20

Picture this....
YOUR AD HERE

Deleo Fence

Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

RE3-13-20

TREE & Landscaping

Email: jimcharter952@gmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

LLC

For a Free estimate, call
RE3-13-20

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

CIT3-5-20

Remodels • Bathrooms • Painting
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors
Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks
Stairs • Decks • Power Washing

(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

2020 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed
Siding Specials!
Ask
about our
"25 Year Workmanship
Warranty!"

Velux 5 Star Skylight
Specialist/Installer
"Bringing
Light to Life"
Ask about our
"No LeAk"
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

RE5-15-20

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors
Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement
New Roofing

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145

Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs
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860-537-5345

Snow Septic Repair, llc
— Free estimates —

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

860-729-9387

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems
for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections
Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections
Over 20 Years of Professional Experience
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

RE11-3-17

RE3-13-20

East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

Services

Ceiling Repair
Specialists
(860) 652-9259
SPecializing in:

Painting
custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping
Water Damage

all phases of

CIT3-5-20

Joseph Budnick

FLOOR SANDING AND
REFINISHING: Custom staining
and finishing. Repairing and laying
of all wood floors. Free Estimates.
James Gorman 647-9261

Facebook

FULLER

Plumbing & Heating

State Licensed

from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Quality work at reasonable rates.

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling

Any Size & Type of Work
Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

Lic. # P204015H389727

PAVING & GRADING

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

860-559-7028

Insured

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

JOHN LACY PAINTING
INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

18' x 16' avg. room

RE8-28-20

Walls – $159

Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage
RE3-13-20

Insured
Free Estimates

Call the Ferry today!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638

FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601

RivereastNewsBulletin

plumbing & heating

Quick Response
FREE Estimates

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

Like us on

CIT3-5-20

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE:
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers,
Flashing, Furnace Liners and
more. No nonsense, no sales
pitch - just the work you want
done. 35 yrs. actual experience
as the owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service. William
Allen 860-633-1033

CIT3-5-20

Where Quality Still Counts
EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

860-416-8354

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment

LLC

SaleS • Service • repairS

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS
SoftenerS •• filterS
Water
filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS
reverSe
oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS
Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness,
LowManganese,
pH, Sulfur, Bacteria
Nitrates
Treat For: Iron,
Sediment,
& Odor
Hardness, Taste
Low pH,
Sulfur,Removal
Nitrates
Warranties Taste
• Insured
• References
Sediment,
& Odor
Removal

www.hydro-pure.com
www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com

• Septic pump outs
• Septic inspections
• Septic system
installation & repair

hydro-pure@charter.net
info@hydro-pure.com
Lic
Lic#PLM280191
#PLM280191

860-642-1949
860-537-1949
llc

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal
CT Lic
#393394

RE11-6-20

CIT1-14-21

www.fecalferry.com

860-573-6860

RE3-13-20

Wellis Painting

860-772-8989

DAV S PRO Painting

Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing
Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

Residential & Commercial Wiring

860-989-5079

Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED

Construction

– No Job Too Big or Too Small – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading
– Driveways

www.tripleaelectrician.com

CARPET CLEANING- Have your
carpets dry cleaned. Eliminate
problems associated with water.
Best method available for removal
of pet stains, etc. Removes
allergens. Upholstery cleaning.
Completely safe. References,
insured. Since 1977. Stay healthy,
keep clean. William Agostinelli,
860-704-8486.

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com
CT LIC# 0648345

RE3-13-20

CINDERELA’S CLEANING.
Commercial and Residential.
Weekly/biweekly/monthly or a
one time cleaning. Fully insured.
Can do windows and painting.
25-years of experience. Cindy
860-301-0975, 860-342-1607.
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

POLISH WOMAN CAN CLEAN
YOUR HOUSE/OFFICE WITH
CARE. Third cleaning 50% off.
Insured, bonded, free estimates,
references. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Call Kasha 860268-2301.
MARY / ALEX HOUSE
CLEANING, my family serving
yours. Care, experience and
references, we are insured. Call
today for a free quote (860)7786292

CommerCial/residential

Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer
Discount Available.

For SALE

199 old hartford road, Colchester, CT

www.smarterAppliance.com

FIREWOOD: Seasoned
hardwood, cut, split and delivered
locally for $220.00 per cord. Call
860-342-7331

Ask us about our exclusive rebate Programs!
Shop local – Same priceS, better Service

Take 12 monThs no inTeresT
on all purchases $499+

Subject
to credit
approval

SEASONED FIREWOOD measured cord $200. delivered.
860-978-2008

RE12-4-20

Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6; Fri & Sat 9-5; Sun 10-3

HOUSE CLEANING: Need some
help to get your home clean?
I’d be happy to help. I have 10+
years of experience, I offer reliable
service, reasonable rates and I do
an amazing job. I have excellent
references. Please call or text
for free estimates. Following all
guidelines including mask and
gloves. ARIANE’S CLEANING,
860-331-5309

Christine’s
Cleaning

860-798-7961

860-531-2363

ELC. 0193730.E1

Cleaning

Installation & Repairs

CIT6-18-20

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!

— Financing available —

860-819-4821

AAA
electrician services

RE3-13-20

WE DO DUMP RUNS/ODD
JOBS. Deck and pool removals.
Will remove junk from your
basement, garage and attic.
Trucks, Bobcat and dump truck
available. 860-209-5146

Lic. # HIC 0635952

CIT3-5-20

WE’RE STILL HERE to meet
your steel and welding needs.
Nesci Enterprises, 12 Summit
Street, East Hampton, CT (860)
267-2588, M-W-F, 10-4.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAULING:
Same day appointments available.
Cleanouts-basements-garages,
even the junk in the backyard.
Call Mark @ 860-295-9692 or
cell 916-9577.

RE3-13-20

L A M I N AT I N G AVA I L A B L E
AT THE CITIZEN: Protect
your important documents,
memorabilia, ID, Social Security,
membership cards, photographs,
menus, etc. The Glastonbury
Citizen. Reasonable rates.
Material laminated up to 18”
wide. Call 633-4691 or visit the
office at 87 Nutmeg Lane.

Franklin Davis

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

RE3-13-20

Licensed & insured

(860) 918-1760
Al NIxoN

CIT3-5-20

A & T Refinishing
Kitchen Cabinet
Makeovers
Custom Staining,
Painting & Refacing

Services
CIT3-5-20

Home Improvement

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT.
Great for art projects, wrapping
and packing, table coverings
for public dinners, etc. The
Glastonbury Citizen, 87 Nutmeg
Lane (off Oak Street). 633-4691.

4 LIKE NEW 215/70 R16
GEOLANDER A/T YOKOHAMA
TIRES. Used as snow tires 1
winter. Original price $550. Selling
@ $390./B/O, like new Security
retractable shade for 2008-2014
Nissan Rogue. $25. 860-342-4074
FIREWOOD: SEASONED/SPLIT
hard wood full cord $240. Half
cord $150. Deliver included to
local area. All wood tumbled for
clean delivery. Quick Delivery. Call
860-633-5766.

SEASONED FIREWOOD cut split
delivered. Prompt professional
service. $225. cord. Dennis
(860)208-5864

Like us on

Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

