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LARGER APARTMENTS BETTER AMENITIES GREATER VALUE

THANK YOU, EVERYONE!
Your support for the Colebrook Team in this year’s Walk To End Alzheimer’s helped 
us raise more than $3000 in the fight to find a cure for Alzheimer’s Disease.

Providing Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care  
to Central Connecticut residents and beyond since 2018!

860-801-1114
colebrookvillage.com

55 John E Horton Blvd
Hebron, Connecticut 06248
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	 Knights Exemplification…  Belltown Council 6190 Knights of Columbus in East 
Hampton recently attended a Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Exemplifica-
tion held at St. Jerome Church in New Britain. Brother Sir Knight Philip Chasse 
advanced to the fourth degree, the highest degree of the order which focuses on 
patriotism. Pictured from left are Sir Knight Robert DeMarchi, new Fourth De-
gree member Sir Knight Philip Chasse, and Sir Knight Donald Gould – all from 
Belltown Council 6190.

Three Running for 
Colchester 1st Selectman

by Diane Church
Democrat Mary Bylone is seeking a second 

term as Colchester’s first selectman – though 
she’s facing competition from not just one but 
two challengers.

Much of Bylone’s first term as Colchester 
first selectman was dominated by responding to 
COVID-19.

Just a few months after she took office the 
pandemic swept into Connecticut, halting busi-
ness, striking down thousands of residents and 
driving many others to stay home for months. 
But Bylone led the town through it. She credits 
her previous career in nursing management for 
helping her manage the crisis. 

Now the Democrat is running for a second 
term.

“COVID took up a good chunk of my time,” 
she said. “But I was able to maneuver through 
it. I broke the information down for people. I 
was doing two Facebook Live presentations a 
day at first. I wanted to communicate with resi-
dents and tell them what was going on.” 

Bylone’s official title was chief nursing of-
ficer and vice president for patient care services 
for the eastern region of Hartford Health Care. 
After a successful career that included speak-
ing all over the country and writing articles 
about nursing leadership and patient safety, 
she retired and began looking for second act. 
She served as a healthcare consultant and spent 
three years running a pet-grooming business. 
But she felt there was something more she 
could do, so when she had the chance she ran 
for first selectman.

Despite COVID, Bylone managed to add two 
firefighters to the local fire department and get 
$4.5 million for new equipment.

“Some of it was so old it belongs in a parade 

or a museum, not being used to fight fires,” she 
said.

But there is more she would like to do if she 
is elected for a second term. Using funds from 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), which 
Bylone said will give the town $4.8 million, she 
would like to expand on the parks and recre-
ation in the town, updating a playground and 
adding pickleball and tennis courts.

“Kids and seniors need things to do and plac-
es to go,” she said. “I want to provide that.”

She would also like to bring in manufacturing 
and housing, creating jobs for people and giv-
ing them a place to live.

“Colchester is a great community,” Bylone 
said. “I ran because we can be more. I have the 
skills to take it to the next level.”

Andreas Bisbikos, however, is hoping to 
prevent Bylone from winning a second term. 
Bisbikos, who currently serves on the Board of 
Finance, is the endorsed Republican candidate.

“My heart and soul belong to Colchester,” 
he said.  “My parents left Greece when I was 
2 years old so that my sister and I could have 
better lives. They started Colchester Pizza for 
us. I don’t want to see the town go down an un-
sustainable path.”

The social studies teacher, who works in 
Windham, said that affordability is one of his 
main tenets.

“The town needs to be affordable to all,” 
Bisbikos said. “If elected, I will try not to raise 
taxes. I will also conduct a top to bottom review 
of all town departments and see if we can find 
savings. We need 21st century solutions. I don’t 
want to see long-terms residents forced out.”

Transparency is another of his concerns.

Andover Bridge Reopens – Sort Of
by Sloan Brewster

The Bunker Hill Bridge in Andover is open 
again, but only to passenger vehicles – and only 
one lane is open.

At a special meeting last week, the Board 
of Selectmen agreed to open the bridge with 
certain restrictions, including a six-ton weight 
limit and only one lane of traffic. Selectmen had 
been awaiting an inspection by the state Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) before giving the 
go-ahead to reopen the bridge.

Town Administrator Eric Anderson informed 
the panel that the DOT inspector green-lighted 
the reopening.  

“The inspector basically said from his per-
spective it’s in equivalent or better condition 
than the last time they inspected it, which was 
prior to all the flooding and the sinkhole oc-
currence,” Anderson said. “He has no problem 

with reopening.”
He added that DOT was referring the bridge 

to its load calculation division so had not yet 
determined how much weight it could with-
stand and did not have a firm date for the load 
calculation.

Resident Dorothy Yeomans, speaking during 
the public comment portion of the virtual meet-
ing, thanked the board for getting the bridge 
back open.

“I just appreciate you working hard on the 
bridge,” she said. “It means a lot to a lot of 
people who live on this side of the Hop River.”

The bridge was closed in September after a 
sinkhole developed in the wake of pelting rain 
caused by Tropical Storm Ida. The rain left 
roads closed and caused flooding, which led to 
the gaping hole opening up on the bridge, An-

derson said.
It was the third sinkhole that sprouted in the 

bridge in as many months.
Two sinkholes from flooding caused by Trop-

ical Storm Elsa appeared in July, after which, 
the town completed a temporary fix on the 
bridge and opened one lane of traffic before the 
start of school.

Earlier in the month, the town repaired the 
latest hole using flowable fill concrete – a mate-
rial that won’t wash out. A weaker version of 
concrete, it doesn’t contain big stones, Ander-
son said. 

The same material was also used, he said
The fixes are temporary while the town works 

to get a new bridge to replace the approximately 
60-year-old one. 
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Decorator / Color Designer
Retail Manager 5+ years’ experience
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Must have excellent customer service 
with a friendly smile, good work ethic and 
professional attitude, organizational skills, 

computer skills. We offer a competitive 
salary and excellent benefits.

Apply Online:

www.katzhardware.com

Katz ACE Hardware 
2687 Main Street 

Glastonbury, CT 06033
860-633-3551

Several Positions Available

Inventory Specialist
Merchandiser

Sales Associate
Cashier

“People should have access to all the num-
bers,” he said. “I would end illegal meetings and 
backroom deals. We need to tell people why 
we’re voting a certain way.”

Bisbikos also said there is software that 
makes all information covered under the Free-
dom of Information Act available to the public.

Another one of his goals is to help local busi-
nesses.

“We should use the ARPA funds,” he said. 
“That money should be going back to the com-

munity. We could give households gift cards for 
local businesses.”

He would also like to bring back the 57 Fest, 
improve the athletic fields and actively seek 
more businesses. But he has one item on his 
agenda that could be considered controversial. 
Like leaders in other towns, Bylone signed a 
document declaring racism a public health cri-
sis. Bisbikos doesn’t believe that is the case in 
town, but he believes it’s worth talking about.

“There are places where racism is a problem, but 
Colchester is not one of them,” he said. “I believe 
that dialogue between groups is valuable. It’s time 
to have a conservation and listen to one another.”

Meanwhile, Jeff Duigou is running as a write-
in choice. He is a licensed environmental and 
public health professional who wants to clean 
up local politics like he cleans up contaminated 
building sites.

“I’m a conservative and a Republican,” he said. 
“I’m just not backed by the local Republicans.”

Duigou said he believes in transparency and 
would, if elected, provide regular updates about 
what’s going on a Town Hall.

He also wants accountability and for people 
to come together to solve problems.

“I would want to bring all the departments 
together to talk,” he said. “We need to work to-
gether, and to be accountable to each other and 
the electorate.”

As for the ARPA funds, Duigou hasn’t made 
any decisions, but he is skeptical of some of his 
opponents’ plans.  

“We have to follow the rules,” he said. “There 
are limits as to what you can spend it on. Every 
town will be audited and if it wasn’t spent prop-
erly, they will have to pay it back.”

Looking at the bigger picture, Duigou would 
like to see some changes in the election laws. 
Specifically, he would like have open primaries, 
which would benefit people like himself who 
are outside of the two-party system.

“If primaries were open, people like my-
self could go to the public and put ideas out,” 
he said. “The two parties are getting extreme. 
People are not happy with either party.”

* * *
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 2.

★ Colchester 1st Selectman Race cont. from page 1

For about a year the project has been in the 
design phase – but Anderson said last week 
the firm Close, Jenson and Miller is slated to 
have the preliminary designs completed by next 
month. He said he would then schedule a meet-
ing for mid-November so townspeople can of-
fer input.

Once DOT agrees on a proposed design, a 
structural engineer will complete final draw-
ings, Anderson said.

“The hardest part is getting all the prelimi-
nary stuff done, which hopefully will be down 
in the next couple of weeks,” he said.

Funding for the replacement is coming from 
a DOT Administered Design Program grant, 
through which the state matches the design 
costs, which Anderson said will save the town 

★ Andover Bridge cont. from page 1

$80,000 toward the estimated $400,000 price of 
the project. Last August, to reserve the funding, 
Anderson and selectmen committed to replace 
the bridge despite voters’ previous rejection.

In 2017, after the town applied for a federal 
local bridge replacement grant, voters knocked 
down the expenditure at town meeting in a 31 to 
7 vote, Anderson said.

Anderson said in the last two budget cycles, 
the town has set aside money and has $280,000 
toward the project.

He said the hope is the temporary fixes will 
last until construction of the replacement bridge 
begins, which he said he hopes will take place 
next spring but may not be until the following 
year.

RE9-17-21
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We Always
CARVE time out
for our clients!
860-916-3517 Margaret Wilcox

$2,350,000 Glastonbury

N-9 OVERLOOK ROAD

39 ACRES

$759,900 Coventry

567 OLD TOLLAND TURNPIKE

NEW LISTING

$946,000 Marlborough

16 HIGHPOINT COMMONS 

TO BE BUILT! 

$330,000 Glastonbury

147 INDIAN HILL TRAIL

NEW LISTING

$799,900 Glastonbury

412 TALL TIMbERS

NEW LISTING

Let us carve out some time for your Real Estate needs

@MargaretWilcoxRealtor@MargaretWilcoxRealtor

$469,900 Marlborough

382 JONES HOLLOW ROAD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$249,900 Glastonbury

23 THOMPSON STREET

GREAT VALUE!

$450,000 Glastonbury

150 ASH SWAMP ROAD

36 ACRES!

East Hampton $309,900

149 COLCHESTER AVENUE

ONE STORY LIVING! 

$529,900 Portland

EAST COTTON HILL RD

$499,900 Glastonbury

395 DAYTON

$505,000 Middletown

55 RIbERA LANE

$399,000 Glastonbury

128 SOUTH MILL DRIVE

$415,000 Glastonbury

92 COLDSPRING CROSSING 

SOLD! SOLD!SALE 
PENDING!SALE 

PENDING!SALE 
PENDING!

$889,900 Marlborough

235 COUNTRY LANE

$799,900 Glastonbury

25 WEST LEDGE ROAD

$850,000 Glastonbury

283 IMPERIAL DRIVE

$1,776,000 East Hampton

135 MIDDLE HADDAM ROAD 

$741,000 Glastonbury

157 PAXTON WAY

SOLD!SOLD!SALE 
PENDING!SALE 

PENDING!SALE 
PENDING!

See What they are Saying about uS!
“Anna was the best listing agent I have 
worked with in CT. In addition to being a 
quality real estate agent, Anna has an eye 
for design and went beyond other agents 
by bringing in extra items for staging and 
rearranging furniture so it will appeal 
to more buyers. Anna’s extra touches 
paid off. We had multiple offers within 
a limited number of days on the market, 
and her team followed it through to close 
on schedule with no extensions needed!”

Anna Zastem
860-604-2106

“This was my first time 
buying a home so I 
was expecting it to be a 
stressful process, but Ken 
made it seamless! He was 
organized, responsive 
and gave helpful advice. 
I couldn’t be happier 
with my new house and 
recommend Ken to 
everyone!”

Ken Hovland
860-798-7810

“Thank you to Margaret and her team 
for assisting us in selling our home. 
Margaret was excellent to deal with, 
providing us with her expert knowledge 
in real estate transactions. From the 
beginning to the end, Margaret was 
readily available via text and phone 
calls to answer our questions and deal 
with any matters. I highly recommend 
Margaret and her team to anyone 
wanting to sell their home.” 

Margaret Wilcox
860-916-3517
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YOUR HOME HERE!
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Different Perspectives
To the Editor:

I have experienced while on BOS, that diversity 
of backgrounds among the members can make for a 
good board. As has been stated in some recent letters, 
in the past our BOS has had mostly unanimous votes. 
This has happened after good debate on issues with 
different perspectives shared by our members who 
come from different career backgrounds.

My belief is that the candidates mentioned above 
will offer those different backgrounds to the BOE. 
Murphy brings a business perspective with his educa-
tion (BS and MBA in business administration and a 
manager at Stanley Tools). He also is a current mem-
ber of the BOE and on the schools facility commit-
tee and building/grounds committee. Lavoy has a BA 
in public administration, is a six-year member of the 
BOE, with a career managing services for intellectu-

Hard Choices
To the Editor:

The Town of Portland will indeed have to make 
hard choices in the coming future. The town water 
system has been neglected. In 1996, the town entered 
into a 30-year contract with the Metropolitan District 
of Hartford to provide Portland with filtered drink-
ing water. Our Pay or Take contract, under which the 
Town of Portland must purchase 146 million gallons 
of water per year, coupled with the fact that the rate 
increases from MDC have amounted to a 83% in-
crease in our water rates in the last six years, has left 

Buck for BOE
To the Editor:

I am writing this to urge my fellow neighbors to 
vote for Michael Buck for Board of Ed. This town 
needs parents like him to speak on behalf of our chil-
dren. This is not a political debate, this comes down 
to our children, and there is no one more qualified to 
fight for our kids. It is time for a change and he is who 
we need to be elected to our Board of Ed. 

Please join me in voting for him on Nov. 2. 
Christine Aloia – East Hampton

ally challenged individuals. He is on the personnel 
and policy committees. Benham is the new-comer, 
but equally qualified. She has a BS and a PHD in oc-
cupational therapy. She is currently the director of 
clinical education at Hartford Health Care at Home 
and on the faulty of occupational therapy at Quin-
nipiac University. She has previously served on the 
Ethics Commission and is a 25-year resident.

To me, the purpose of the BOE is to advise, set 
goals and standards, review fiscal operations, and 
help develop overall policies for a well-functioning 
school district. The everyday operations and carrying 
out the policies they set is the job of the superinten-
dent and his staff. To this end I feel it a good mix 
to have members that aren’t necessarily educators by 
profession, but rather professionals from different 
fields that hold public education near and dear to the 
community. To that end I endorse Dave Murphy, Tim 
Lavoy, and Stacy Benham.

Rick Sharr – Portland 
Note: Sharr is a member of the Portland Board of 

Selectmen, but said he is writing as an individual.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
by Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
You probably saw a highly excited William Shatner (Star Trek’s legendary Captain Kirk) on 

television last week babbling on about the experience of a lifetime.
“What you have given me is the most profound experience,” exclaimed Shatner in front of 

TV news cameras. “I hope I never recover from this. I hope that I can maintain what I feel now. 
I don’t want to lose it.”

You’d think he’d just experienced sex for the first time. I mean, the poor guy was positively 
giddy with gratitude.

But he wasn’t. Going on about sex, I mean. After all, the guy’s 90 years old. Even a geriatric 
Captain Kirk has got to have some limitations.

Actually, as I presume you know, the famed captain of the starship Enterprise was talking 
about a 10-minute flight into space and back aboard a space capsule launched by Amazon 
founder and billionaire Jeff Bezos. Shatner (who, incidentally, I think is a pretty cool dude) 
is now the oldest guy to have ventured into space, which is pretty impressive, though maybe 
not as impressive as if he actually had been expressing his appreciation for a highly charged 
romantic encounter at the age of 90. Bad visuals notwithstanding.

As for the rest of it, I will admit to being a little puzzled by the hype surrounding what is 
being billed in the media as “space tourism.” The main attraction of this space shot, as I un-
derstand it, is to see the curvature of the earth and experience weightlessness for a couple of 
minutes.  I mean, even the charter boat SS Minnow’s ill-fated voyage to Gilligan’s Island was 
billed as a three-hour tour and I’m sure it didn’t cost anywhere near what Bezos is charging 
for a ticket for a 10-minute ride to space and back. Plus, with Gilligan, you might even see a 
dolphin or something. 

As for price, one rich individual reportedly paid $28 million for a seat on Bezos’s first space 
shot earlier this year, though he subsequently gave the seat away, saying he couldn’t make the 
trip himself due to a “scheduling conflict.” I can’t imagine what kind of “scheduling conflict” 
would cause you to walk away from $28 million, but I bet there was a woman involved. (Prob-
ably the guy’s mother, screaming at him over dinner, “What are you crazy?! You want to get 
yourself killed?! You moron! You’re not going into space and that’s final! Now go to your room 
and balance your damn checkbook!”)

Personally, if I had $28 million to toss into a black hole, I think I’d fill a swimming pool with 
20 dollar bills and roll around in it all day drinking daiquiris and refusing to accept calls from 
needy relatives and charitable organizations seeking to save the world. I sure as hell wouldn’t 
spend it to go blasting 66.5 miles into the sky and possibly get myself incinerated or imploded 
by G-forces or something. Even if my wife said it was okay. I mean, I don’t even like to climb 
up on a ladder to clean my gutters.

As for “space tourism,” as it’s being referred to, I don’t really get it. My idea of space tourism 
is the bar scene in the Star Wars movie where all these weird aliens are bouncing around play-
ing kazoos and stuff and drinking exotic beverages and trying to pick each other up.  As far as 
I know, none of these attractions are currently available on present-day space tour excursions. I 
don’t believe they even serve peanuts. 

That’s the real deal breaker for me. I guess I could do without a bunch of drunken aliens, but 
I used to really look forward to those airline peanuts.

Jim Hallas

It’s that time again, folks. Next week is the 
last issue before Election Day, so any political 
letters to the editor must be positive in nature. 
No attack letters – for the simple reason that 
any of the candidates being attacked wouldn’t 
have time to defend themselves before Nov. 2 
rolls along. 

In this space last week, I warned every-
one that this week’s issue was the last one in 
which writers could go negative. And from 
the looks of the letters I got this week, plenty 
of you took me up on my offer. Hoo boy did 
you.

Not that I was surprised. This has been an 
ugly campaign season in some of our towns. 
There have been lots of personal attacks, at-
tacks on friends and family members, and 
even the creation of a fake campaign website 
filled with almost nothing but attacks – and 
sometimes particularly childish ones at that. 

I’ve gotten used to such nastiness on the 
national stage. But to see it on the local level, 
in these small, usually friendly towns……it’s 
just been disappointing. There’s a letter this 
week from a resident saying that we’re “bet-
ter than that” – and I think we are. The ugly 
big-city politics shouldn’t have a place in our 
pleasant, bucolic towns.

But, at least for the moment (I hope just for 
the moment), it seems to. And so there are at-
tacks this week, which is fine; folks have next 
week to defend themselves if they wish. They 
just have to do so without attacking anyone 
else.

So, before you sit down to write that letter 

to the editor, think of that old ‘40s song: ac-
centuate the positive, and eliminate the nega-
tive.

* * *
This is a very sweet tribute. The Colchester 

Democratic Town Committee has renamed 
its annual pasta dinner in honor of Dorothy 
Mrowka, the local DTC stalwart who passed 
away in April at the age of 78.

The meal will now be called simply “Dot’s 
Pasta Dinner.” This year’s dinner will take 
place Sunday, Oct. 24, from 5-7 p.m., at the 
St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 395 S. Main St. 
Guests will include Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz 
and other state and federal officials.

Tickets are $20 each and can be purchased 
either at the door or at colchesterdemocrats.
org under ‘Donations.’

According to the DTC, Mrowka started this 
fundraising dinner many years ago, so naming 
it in her honor makes sense. Plus, like I said, 
it’s a sweet move. My dealings with Mrowka 
were relatively few over the years – she was a 
longtime registrar of voters in Colchester, so 
I talked with her most often around election 
time – but I always found her to be pleasant 
and professional.

I know she was beloved by her fellow 
Democrats, so I’m not surprised to see the 
DTC honor her like this. And to be honest, I 
wouldn’t be shocked if there were more hon-
ors and memorials in the future. 

* * *
See you next week.

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum •
Elect Adults, Not Circus Clowns

To Portland Voters:
You deserve to have great candidates running for 

office: candidates that talk about the issues and their 
solution to governing for all.

I am deeply saddened by the circus atmosphere of 
recent days.

Using the “playbook” out of national politics, it 
appears that “controversy where there is none”, fake 
news, whining and insulting are the name of the 
game.

Please don’t be fooled. Keep your eyes on the end 
goal which is to elect experienced, thoughtful and 
civil people to these offices.

This election is important, keep asking questions 
of the candidates and make your choices for who is 
best suited. Elections are not popularity contests, nor 
are they about who looks like a good choice!

My vote is for the Democrats who continue to im-
press me with their skills and abilities. Jim Tripp and 
the Democratic slate are just what Portland needs. 
Elect adults, not the circus clowns. Vote Row A – 
Democrats – all the way for Portland. 

Not politics but moving Portland forward.
Meg Scata – Portland 

Note: Scata is a member of the Portland Board of 
Education, but said she is speaking as an individual.

	 Powerful Panthers… Three Colchester Soccer Club Travel teams – U13 Girls Pan-
thers, the U14/15 Girls Pride and the U10 Boys Thunder – were bracket champions 
at the recent Sylvie Poulin Columbus Day Classic Soccer tournament in Rocky 
Hill. Pictured here are the U13 Girls Panthers. Back row are Coach Jess Ferrigno, 
Evy Koutsofavas, McKenzie Watkins, Reagan Beeler, Hannah Ferrigno, Kayleigh 
Engle, Delaney Walsh, Alexa Smith and Coach Mary Smith. Front row are Leah 
Butterfield, Reagan Reid, Bridget Walsh, Maddy Ives, Allie Field, Amalia Baird 
and Cadence Hlasyszyn. Missing: Ashleen Walsh.
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860.563.8820
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october Aid 
October is breast cancer awareness month: 

Mention this ad and  we will donate 5% to either 
Dana-Farber or MsK Cancer Center.   R
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Steinbrecher’s the One
Dear Marlborough Neighbors:

Annie Steinbrecher is a rare balance of boundless 
enthusiasm and thoughtful deliberation. She is per-
fect for Marlborough’s Board of Finance! As a 20-
year veteran of financial data analysis, she looks for 
facts and appreciates the need for fiscal responsibil-
ity. She will make Marlborough’s budget sensible and 
fiscally stable.

As a financial data analyst, Annie works to ensure 
all data reporting is accurate, and ensures best prac-
tices are in place. She has an eye for detail and is 
meticulous in her study. She interacts directly with 
internal and external clients and colleagues for a 
Connecticut company of 50,000 employees. She 
works well with others to achieve a common goal. 
Marlborough BOF needs her!

As a 23-year resident of Marlborough and par-
ent of two sons, Ms. Steinbrecher has been involved 
in serving our youth for 14 years via Cub and Boy 
Scouts of America. She helps organize and facilitate 
Boy Scout ceremonies throughout the ranks. Further, 
her donations of handcrafted masks to our seniors 
and food bank clients, provision of activity supplies 
for our seniors, and creation of an all-ages commu-
nity art display at our art center is further evidence of 
her involvement.

Ms. Steinbrecher is sensitive to our community’s 

Manning for Board of Selectmen
To the Editor:

Shaun Manning has undoubtedly shown his com-
mitment and dedication to the town of Portland 
through his many years of service on the Portland 
Volunteer Fire Department, running his family busi-
ness and working with several other committees 
including the annual Kenny Fletcher Car Show. I 
believe his deep love for this town and his common 
sense thinking would be an asset to the Board of Se-
lectmen. 

Please join me in supporting Shaun Manning for a 
seat on the board.

Thank you,
Carla Muskatallo – Portland

An Excellent Candidate
To the Editor: 

As a resident of East Hampton with grandchildren 
in the elementary grades, it is of utmost importance 
to me that our Board of Education consists of excep-
tional leaders who know and want what is best for the 
children and families of our town. 

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan is an excellent candi-
date for our BOE because not only is she a mother of 
two children herself, she has also successfully bal-
anced a full-time career in the health care training 
and learning field for over 11 years.

Christina is a lifelong East Hampton resident who 
is passionate about our community and committed 
to putting our children’s needs at the center of her 
agenda. 

She is committed to education excellence and will 
advocate for what is best for the children and families 
of East Hampton. 

This is why I believe Christina is an excellent can-

Our Children’s Education
Dear East Hampton Neighbors:

My name is Paul Wisniewski and I am running for 
Board of Education in East Hampton. Service to the 
community has been ingrained in me from a young 
age, from volunteering at the fish frys at my mom’s 
church as a kid, to being a volunteer firefighter/
EMT for 15 years in previous towns, rising to the 
rank of captain, volunteering as a coach in various 
rec leagues, to currently serving on the Clean Energy 
Task Force in town. Professionally I’ve been a pip-
efitter with UA Local 777 for 18 years, elected to the 
finance board from 2018 until this year, and elected 
to the executive board this year. 

With three kids in grades K, 7 and 8, my goal is 

Pete Brown for Town Council
To the Editor:

I am very proud to announce that I will be running 
for the Town Council this fall. I have had the privilege 
of working as the chairman of the council for the last 
two years.

The East Hampton Democrats have always had 
the best interest of all our residents in mind when we 
vote on an issue. On average our property taxes have 
increased by .69% since taking office. We had a zero 
increase in 2021 when the pandemic was at its height.

Over the last two years, the council has supported 
the Nine Point Plan as directed by the Lake Commis-
sion. We purchased Christopher Pond which is in the 
water shed area, as open space. Repairs to the high 
school baseball field, the track and the tennis courts 
have begun. We have developed a plan to address 
road repairs. A company has been hired to develop 
a plan to extend our public water system in the vil-
lage center.

I am a retired state employee. I worked as the su-
perintendent of the Connecticut Children’s Place for 
37 years. My compassion for children has influenced 
my desire for a school system that meets the needs of 
all our children.

I am asking for your vote so I, along with the Dem-
ocratic team, can continue serving our hometown of 
East Hampton.

Pete Brown – East Hampton

Curley is the Right Choice
To the Editor:

I am writing to support Ryan Curley as first se-
lectman for the town of Portland. Ryan’s education 
and commitment to public service has already shown 
great value to the town of Portland. The upgrades in 
technology that Ryan has made since being elected as 
town clerk in 2015 shows his dedication to the resi-
dents of Portland. 

Ryan’s foresight to the infrastructure that Portland 
desperately needs will help bring in new business to 
fill our empty storefronts and help to sustain current 
business. Please join me on Nov. 2 in voting for Ryan 
Curly for Portland’s first selectman.

Sincerely,
Warren Breece – Portland

Colchester’s Better than That
To the Editor:

Letters to the editor express opinions and we are 
all allowed our opinions. But, the political discourse 
in the nation has spiraled out of control. It is a shame 
that it is also callous in Colchester. Mudslinging may 
be a time-honored American political tradition, but it 
should not be a weapon in local politics. Local. 

The candidates from either political party are our 
neighbors. Many of them are vying for offices that 
receive no compensation other than the satisfaction 
of serving their community. They all want to make 
a positive contribution. That they differ in their view 
of what constitutes “positive” is all that we should 
differentiate them by; all that should inform our vote. 

Marlborough Charter
To the Editor:

On Nov. 2, there will be nine questions on the 
Marlborough ballot regarding proposed changes to 
our town charter. The questions are quite lengthy and 
the proposed changes are very extensive.

It has been over 35 years since a thorough revi-
sion has been made to Marlborough’s charter. There 
are many aspects of the charter, which need updating 
and I do support a change to 5 selectmen with a town 
manager, but there are other aspects of the proposed 
changes which I oppose.

But in the end, it is up to the voters of Marlborough 
to decide which changes are worthy of your support 
and which changes are not.

So prior to going to the polls, I strongly urge you 
to review these nine questions so that you will not be 
overwhelmed by seeing them for the first time when 
you go to the polls. The ballot is posted on the Marl-
borough town website. Please check it out so you will 
be able to make an informed decision which complet-
ing your ballot.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
Note: Hjulstrom is a member of the Marlborough 

Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an indi-
vidual.

Ringo for Treasurer
 To the Editor:

My name is John Ringo and I’m running for trea-
surer. A resident and taxpayer for 44 years, I served 
on the Board of Finance for 16 years and treasurer for 
two years. My other volunteer service includes being 
the founder/music director/conductor of the Colches-
ter Choir and Orchestra, a coach of boys and girls 
soccer, basketball, and baseball for 12 years, a mem-
ber of the Police Retirement Board, and a member of 
superintendent and principal search committees. I’ve 
also assisted with the youth ministry at St. Andrew 
and Contemporary music at Colchester Federated 
Church.

In addition to being a member of the BOF, my fi-
nancial experience also includes over thirty years in 
the financial services industry. During my tenure, I 
established an investment portfolio on behalf of the 
town that rendered a doubling of the rate of return 
(ROI). Responsible for fostering bank relationships 
in town. I have worked with four of Colchester’s First 
Selectmen, two CFO’s and many department heads 
over my 18 years of service.

My background is in the field of education being 
adjunct faculty at Franklin Academy since 2006 has 
been extremely rewarding since the school popula-
tion is autistic. I have taught in public, Catholic and 
private schools. Most of my teaching experience has 
enabled me to work with students that face develop-
mental challenges. 

I would be honored to continue serving all of the 
people of Colchester. I encourage and welcome your 
support on Nov. 2. 

John Ringo – Colchester 

Buck for BOE!
To the Editor:

I am writing in strong support of Michael Buck. I 
have known Mike and his family for many years. He 
is a veteran, a police officer and a family man. He is 
dedicated in all that he does. Mike is approachable 
and easy to talk to. He will listen to all and make in-
formed, reasonable decisions concerning our children 
and their best interests. He would make a valuable ad-
dition to the East Hampton Board of Education. 

Please consider Mike Buck on Nov. 2nd!
Elizabeth Giannelli – East Hampton

little funding for infrastructure. With rate increases 
projected to be 10%+ each year for the remainder of 
the contract (2026) Portland has no hope to afford the 
needed improvements and maintenance of our infra-
structure. 

The town is facing a crossroads, just as we did in 
1996; to develop our own water additional water sup-
ply and make infrastructure improvements to become 
self-sufficient or having someone take over our water 
division and have no say in future rate structure. Thir-
ty years ago we opted to go with the path of least re-
sistance and the contract with MDC has put us in the 
predicament that we are in. I hope the town doesn’t 
make the same mistake again and expect a different 
outcome. We can either clean up our own house or 
pay somebody to do it for us at a much higher cost! 

I have been with the town over 48 years and have 
witnessed many decisions concerning the water de-
partment. Developing our own water supply and in-
vesting in our infrastructure is the correct decision to 
move the town into the future and enhance economic 
development. Jim Tripp has been working diligently 
to ensure we have the choice of self-sufficiency at the 
end of our MDC contract. The choice is yours. 

For more information and history, see tinyurl.
com/96b3y5s6.

David Kuzminski – Portland
Note: Kuzminski is the technology coordinator for 

the Town of Portland, but is writing as an individual.

changing and competing financial needs. She is a fis-
cal conservative rooted in facts with a balanced eye 
towards fulfilling our community wants. It is no easy 
task, but her strong analytical, problem solving, and 
coordination skills make Annie Steinbrecher up for 
the challenge of making and keeping Marlborough 
financially secure.

A concerned citizen,
Donna Koropatkin – Marlborough 

It is sad that, in addition to critiquing a candidate, 
some chose to also drag in their families. Shame on 
Colchester; you’re better than that. 

I will vote for Mary Bylone and the Democratic 
ticket because I favor their approach to local govern-
ment. I do not agree with everything, but, on balance, 
I believe they offer the best choices to lead our town. 

Leadership and experience matter. Subjective per-
ceptions of style and motives should not.

John Barnowski – Colchester

didate for the Board of Education position and proud 
to support her with my vote on Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Antonia Canto Ferreira – East Hampton

Time for Change
To the Editor:

It’s time for change. We need people who embrace 
power for the community and parental choice. Mi-
chael Buck is a veteran, law enforcement officer and 
father of two and is the ideal candidate. Let’s stand 
behind Michael and get the change our BOE drasti-
cally needs.

Vote Buck for BOE!
Darin Aloia – East Hampton

Buck Cares
Dear Editor:

My family has known Michael Buck for six-plus 
years now. Michael is exactly what the town of East 
Hampton needs on their board. He is educated, has 
real world experience and is already held to hire stan-
dard than most.

Michael cares about the proper education of our 
children!

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Kaitlin Bernier – East Hampton

See Letters, page 6
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Bookkeeper 
Wanted

Assistant to the Office Manager. 
Must be good with phones and 

customer contact.

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 8:45am - 3:15pm,  
Thur. 8:45am - 2:30pm

If interested, please reply to Sandy 
at the Glastonbury Citizen by email: 

sandy@glcitizen.com
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Columbia Glass, Inc.
Serving Eastern CT Since 1953

Insulated Glass, Screens, Mirror, Entryways, 
Tabletops, Tempered, Plexi, Lexan & more! 

(860) 228-8485
127 Route 66 E, Columbia M-F 8-5 Sat 8-12

www.columbiaglassct.com CT Lic.# 0519877

Get Quackin’!
We fix fogged and broken 

double pane windows FAST!
Ask about our

glass deck railings, too –
you’ll love the view!
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

CIT 10-7-21

Transition Without Stress



860-467-0735
DOWNSIZING  PACKING  MOVING  ESTATE SALES REAL ESTATE
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We Clean:
• Specializing in Orientals
• Area Rugs
• Wall to Wall
• Upholstery

We Also offeR:
• scotchguard
• Mothproofing
• Repairs

207 Saybrook road • Higganum

MiddletOwn
Rug Cleaning Co.

860-345-7847

15-20% OFF
Cash & Carry

Pick Up & Delivery

open Monday
thru saturday

to keep education the best it can be in East Hampton 
for all children. I would ensure student-teacher ratio 
is at least maintained. I would like to pursue grants to 
upgrade the infrastructure of our schools at little or 
no cost to the taxpayers. Considering how important 
Chromebooks and technology has been for the last 
year and a half I will ensure this line item is not de-
funded in the budget again.

Please consider voting the democratic ticket for 
our children’s education

Paul Wisniewski – East Hampton 

Living in Colchester
To the Editor:

I have lived and worked in Connecticut for the ma-
jority of my 58+ years, but I’m a newer resident to 
the Town of Colchester. My first impression of Col-
chester has been an idyllic one; to me, Colchester has 
the perfect bucolic small town feel with close urban-
ite connections. While I still hold this impression, I 
think Colchester has room to improve both socially 
and economically.

Being a retired local businessman has afforded me 
the freedom to become more involved in town issues 
and the current election. Although I am a registered 
Democrat, after living in Colchester for the last few 
years I have chosen to support Andreas Bisbikos for 
Colchester first selectman because I believe he is bet-
ter qualified to move Colchester in a more positive 
direction both socially and economically.

I was surprised to learn Colchester ranks in the top 
25 percent of the highest mill rates for Connecticut 
municipalities and that this mill rate is increasing 
again after a year that has been financially challeng-

Response to Smith
To the Editor:

A response to Edmund Smith’s “Christ-Like Poli-
tician” letter from Oct. 8.

I would like to respond on two points: the first 
point that all Christians are sinners. Yes, you are cor-
rect! We Christians all freely admit it and pray regu-
larly to Jesus for forgiveness of our sins. And like 
most Christians, who hope all human beings would 
be with Christ in Heaven after this world comes to an 
end, I will be praying for Mr. Smith’s soul. 

On the second point, that Mr. Carter is more 
Christ-like than Jesus: no one can be more like an-
other individual than that person. And certainly, no 
human being that ever lived, or will live, can come 
close to being like Christ. We Christians try our best 
to emulate him by following his commands, mostly 
“to love one another.” May God forgive you and bless 
you, Mr. Smith.

William Desrosiers – Andover

ing for many Colchester households. I agree with An-
dreas that this is not the appropriate time to demand 
more money from residents, especially for munici-
pal salaries, when so many residents saw their own 
salaries substantially decrease. Most Connecticut 
employers are having to do more with less in order 
to be sustainable, and Colchester needs to foster that 
principle as well.

I believe Andreas Bisbikos has a viable plan to 
take Colchester in a better direction, and because he 
is capable of competently communicating with citi-
zens in a way that effectively promotes collaboration, 
I believe he can bring that plan to fruition. Most im-
portantly, I know I can believe Andreas Bisbikos, and 
that is why I will be voting for him this Nov. 2.

Andrew Day – Colchester

Lavoy for BOE
To the Editor:

The Portland public school system needs a BOE 
member like Tim Lavoy. After a rollercoaster year 
and half of starts and stops with hybrid learning, our 
small town needs the type of guidance and leadership 
Tim can offer. 

Tim will bring a balance of all we need to continue 
to navigate the current situation as well as perspective 
to move the BOE forward. He has raised his family 
in Portland and understands the need to continue to 
improve the school system; for both the students and 
the teachers. Tim has the perspective we need to bal-
ance the current and future needs of the district with 
the needs and desires of the community. 

Tim is knowledgeable and motivated to service his 
community. Tim will listen to constitutes perspec-
tives and be a collaborative thought partner to the 
BOE. Tim has our vote on Tuesday, Nov. 2. Please 
join us and vote for Tim Lavoy.

Gary and Elizabeth Hurley – Portland 

Supports Senior Center
To the Editor:

I write in support of the proposed senior center, 
which is the culmination of years of work engaging 
stakeholders, crossing over multiple municipal ad-
ministrations and iterations of the boards of select-
men and finance. It started with a process involving 
members of the BOS, the BOF and Bacon Academy 
Board of Trustees working out an agreement by 
which the town purchased the current senior center 
from the Trustees to secure its continuing use as a 
senior center.

A study group was formed, including members of 
the Boards, to identify the current and future needs 
of the growing senior population in Colchester that 
could not be met in the current building. Students 
from Central Connecticut State University conducted 
a class project which helped visualize the spaces, 
interior and exterior, that would meet the identified 
needs.

During this time, the property on Louis Lane be-
came available and was purchased at a price favor-
able to the town, without impacting debt service 
or mill rate. The property expanded the Town Hall 

Seeing Ears
Dear Editor:

Bats are not blind but, in addition to perfectly 
good eyesight, many kinds have natural sonar, called 
echolocation. The large Old World fruit bats, such as 
Austalia’s flying fox (P. vampyrus), don’t echolocate 
but rely on their large eyes and sense of smell to lo-
cate their colorful, fragrant meals. Pollinators and 
insect hunters, such as the lesser long-nosed bat (L. 
yerbabuenae) and the big brown bat (E. fuscus), do 
echolocate.

Over the years, humans have studied bio-sonar to 
aid in the development of man-made sonar. However, 
bat echolocation is far more sophisticated than any-
thing developed through human technology. A bat 
can detect an insect as tiny as a mosquito while si-
multaneously avoiding objects, including your head: 
a bat won’t get tangled in your hair.

In 2015, engineers at Virginia Tech took the first 
steps toward building a novel dynamic sonar system 
inspired by horseshoe bats that would be more effi-
cient current human-made sonar arrays.

Horseshoe bats (R. hipposideros) are especially 
skilled at using sounds to sense their environment; 
they are able to cope with difficult sonar sensing en-
vironments much better than human technology can. 
Horseshoe bats emit ultrasound squeaks through their 
noses rather than their mouths, and they can switch 
between different ear configurations three times fast-
er than a person can blink his/her eyes.

Motion picture technology revealed that the bats 
rapidly adjust their outer ear shapes to filter sounds 
according to frequency and direction and to suit dif-
ferent sensing tasks. Laser Doppler measurements 
revealed that the noses of horseshoe bats also change 
shape during echolocation, much like a megaphone 
whose walls are moving as the sound comes out.

Bats not only aid humans through pest control, 
pollination and seed dispersal, they are also key to the 

Puts Children First
To the Editor:

Angela Colantonio puts the kids of Marlborough 
first. As a pediatric nurse and mother, the wellbeing 
(health, social, emotional and educational needs) of 
children matter deeply to her. She has devoted her life 
to helping children thrive. 

She is a candidate for a seat on the Marlborough 
Board of Education. She possesses a commitment to 
the Marlborough community, she’s a person who vol-
unteers her time to better the community and a person 
with a global view of the needs of children. I support 
her candidacy and you should too. 

Rylan Crowley – Marlborough

Supports Zampano
To the Editor:

We in Portland are very fortunate to have Ralph 
Zampano as a tireless volunteer working for us. 
Ralph is an experienced project manager and IT man-
ager in his professional life but in his 27 years living 
here he has also managed to do so much to better the 
lives of Portland residents. 

You may know of Ralph because he is the current 
deputy first selectman or you may know him for the 
pivotal role he played in bringing the new Route 17 
Town Park to fruition. Did you also know that before 
and during construction of the park, Ralph served as 
the project manager without pay? He lent his time 
and professional expertise for free. Did you know 
that he served on the Parks and recreation committee 
for over 15 years? Did you know that he has coached 
youth sports in town for over almost 20 years (long 
after his own kids went off to college)? Did you know 
he has helped to run the K-2nd grade basketball pro-
gram for over 10 years? 

Did you know that while on the Board of Select-
men, Ralph serves on several sub-committees in-
cluding the Water and Sewer Committee? He is the 
BOS representative on the BOE COVID-19 School 
Reopening Committee. He is liaison to the Parks and 
Rec committee, the Library Board, and the Economic 
Development Committee. His volunteerism doesn’t 
stop there. Ralph is also a member of the Portland 
Exchange Club, Portland Lions Club, and the Brown-
stone Quorum. 

In short, wherever there is good being done in 

Supports Buck 
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my support for Michael 
Buck’s candidacy for the East Hampton Board of 
Education. I have known Mike for three years since 
our young children became friends, and it is clear to 
me how very much he cares about the education and 
health of all of our children. I greatly admire Mike’s 
tireless efforts to educate himself and those around 
him about the effects that the COVID-19 mandates 
are having on our students, and his determination to 
make sure their education and mental health are being 
addressed to the same degree as their physical health. 

As Mike has stated himself in a letter to this paper, 
he never saw himself as someone who would run for 
a town board position. The fact that he is willing to 
make this commitment so he can tell his children he 
did all he could to make a positive difference in their 
schools, truly demonstrates how far Mike will go and 
how hard he will fight for the best education for all 
of our children. 

Please vote for Michael Buck for the East Hamp-
ton Board of Education.

Respectfully,
Natalie Hurt – East Hampton

campus providing additional emergency access and 
shared use of space and providing for safe entrance 
and egress from the proposed center.

For the past two years, the Senior Center Building 
Committee has been working to develop the design 
and plan to build a senior center for now and the fu-
ture. Working with an architectural firm and project 
management firm, the design and build costs have 
been determined. While a $9.5M projected cost, in-
cluding bonding, is not insignificant, it is reasonable 
for the building proposed. Importantly, it is afford-
able, as it fits within the town’s long-standing debt 
service plan that is designed to manage capital proj-
ects in town without significant impacts on taxes in 
any given year.

Information about the project is available from the 
first selectman’s office.”

Please support this investment in Colchester and 
its citizens.

Respectfully,
Stan Soby – Colchester 

development of human technology. Just ask Leonar-
do da Vinci.

Next: Altruistic Vampire Bats.
Thank you,

Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

★ Letters cont. from page 5
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Vote for an MVP 
To the Editor:

In baseball, the most valuable player is the athlete 
who can contribute, to a high degree, his or her talent 
as a hitter, fielder, baserunner and teammate. In the 
upcoming election, Portland residents have an op-
portunity to choose a MVP (Most Valuable Person) 
in selectman Jim Tripp. He possesses a high quality 
of municipal knowledge, has a wide range of experi-
ences and is a team player; I have seen this first-hand 
as a Board of Selectmen member. 

Aside from being a selectman for over two terms, 
Jim is a liaison to both the Water & Sewer Commis-
sion and the Board of Education. He has served as a 
former Board of Education member and continues to 
serve as a community leader. His many roles as a vol-
unteer include: President of the Brownstone Quorum, 
President of Portland’s Lions club and Chairman of 
Portland’s Sidewalk Committee. Jim can be found 
supporting the efforts of our Parks and Recreation 
Commission, assisting in food delivery during the 
current pandemic and staying engaged in the reme-
diation of the brown field, adjacent to the Connecticut 
River. With Portland’s expansive abutment, access to 
the Connecticut River has long been a goal of Port-
land’s Conservation and Development Plan.

When it comes to saving tax dollars, Jim will be 
first to help reduce energy costs, through renewable 
initiatives; and to bring high quality water to Port-
land, at a reasonable price. So please join me in hit-
ting a home run, with a vote for Jim Tripp and his 
teammates John Dillon, April Graves, Laurel Stein-
hauser and Ralph Zampano.

Lou Pear – Portland
Note: Pear is a member of the Portland Board of 

Selectmen, but is writing as an individual.

Lastrina/Roman ZBA
To the Editor:

I will be supporting Michael Lastrina and Cynthia 
Roman for Portland Zoning Board of Appeals on 
Nov. 2.

Mike Lastrina has been a member of the ZBA since 
2016, bringing his knowledge from working in the 
public works department that has been an asset to the 
board. Mike has been actively working in committee 
to update zoning regulations to reduce the need for 
variances and has also attended an eight-hour training 
on Land Use laws in 2019.

Cynthia Roman is presently an alternate on the 
ZBA with a commitment to community service. Cyn-
thia understands the responsibility in attending each 
meeting and basing decisions without bias, according 
to the legal definition in granting a variance.

Please join me in voting for Michael Lastrina and 
Cynthia Roman, Row A, on Nov. 2.

Rose Aletta – Portland
Note: Aletta is chair of the Portland Zoning Board 

of Appeals, but said she is writing as a member of 
the public.

Portland BOS
To the Editor:

This election year, the Portland Democrats have 
endorsed a diverse slate of candidates with new and 
familiar names, all with years of community service 
and leadership experience in town. This year, Row A 
will include six women and seven men representing 
the community. The following candidates are worthy 
of consideration for election to the Board of Select-
men (BOS):

 John Dillon is stepping up from the Board of As-
sessment Appeals and brings experience on the Wet-
lands commission and past service on the Portland 
Fair committee.

 April Graves will be new to an elected seat but 
has leadership experience as President of the Portland 
Little League, founder of the Chatham Connection, 
and recent co-chair of the Portland Justice committee 
reporting to the BOS.

 Laurel Steinhauser, presently on the Board of Ed-
ucation and co-chair of the Portland Library Board of 
Directors, will add her committee and budget experi-
ence with a seat on the BOS.

 Ralph Zampano has served on the BOS since 
2017, with prior years of community service on 
various sports committees in Portland and completed 
committee work for the new Strickland Park.

 At the top of the Democratic ticket is Jim Tripp 
running for first selectman. Jim has also served on 
the BOS since 2017. He has will be making decisions 
that will affect Portland for decades, so we need qual-

Supports Stolfi 
To the Editor:

It is a pleasure to write in support of incumbent 
Sue Stolfi’s candidacy for the Marlborough Board of 
Education. Sue has raised her four children in Marl-
borough and serves on both the local and RHAM 
Boards of Education -- I have grown to know how 
important these roles are to her, because of her care 
and concern for children in our community.

A few years back, Sue recruited me to join the 
AHM Coalition for Healthy Empowered Commu-
nity (CHEC) which strives to drive awareness of and 
create strategies to prevent underage drinking and 
prescription drug misuse, as well as illicit drug use. 
Sue chairs the CHEC group, and I have seen firsthand 
how passionate she is about keeping the children in 
our community healthy, safe and give them the best 
opportunities for a bright future. Sue, along with the 
AHM staff, has worked to build programs for chil-
dren and the community that align with the mission 
of CHEC and keep kids safe.

But also, as chair of CHEC, I observe Sue’s ability 
to work with others, drive consensus and accomplish 
goals – all of which are essential skills that will be 
very important to her continued success serving on 
the Marlborough Board of Education.

Sue brings six years of experience serving on both 
the local as well as the RHAM Board of Education. 
Please join me in supporting Sue Stolfi as a well-
qualified and passionate incumbent for Marlborough 
Board of Education.

Sincerely,
Rob Picone – Marlborough

Buck for BOE
To the Editor:

We write this letter today to show our support 
for Michael Buck, who is currently running for the 
Board of Education in East Hampton. His dedication 
and passion for making a difference in the communi-
ty makes him an excellent candidate for this position. 
His decision-making is based on facts, not opinions. 
He believes in parental decision making which is 
slowly being taken away from us and he is not afraid 
to say what we are all thinking. Most importantly he 
will always have our kids best interest in mind.

East Hampton, please join us in voting for Michael 
Buck for the Board of Education!

Kyle and Iwona Doolittle – East Hampton

Trashy Deal
To the Editor:

It has been rumored that in the near future, the 
costs of household trash pick-up and disposal will be 
rising exponentially. This increased cost to the resi-
dents of all towns is worrisome. There will also be 
a fee that one pays based on the weight of the trash 
being removed.

How can we as a town decrease the impact of such 
an increase? Often times when costs go up, people 
decide to stash their trash on the roadside. Recycling 
too. Then there is a cost for its pick up by state or 
town employees. So what is one to do?

Reduce waste is a first step. That doesn’t solve the 
problem though.

We need a good transfer station that is reasonably 
priced and able to take household waste and recy-
cling. We need a means to get the waste to the transfer 
station for those who don’t have a truck. We should 
provide scheduled “bulk pick-up” once a year, for a 
fee, as a service to our residents.

We as taxpayers pay hefty taxes to reside here and 
get very little bang for our buck. Maybe this state 
mandated change in trash pick-up fees is impetuous 
enough for the town to give more back to those who 
give through their wallets.

Sincerely,
Alison Walck – East Hampton

Support Curley
To the Editor:

I have known Ryan Curley for over six years now. 
He is a man of great character. Whether it is through 
his work as Town Clerk, or through various events 
with the Portland Exchange Club, I have always 
known Ryan to excel. His energy and passion for 
Portland is self-evident. Having been born and raised 
in this town, I was elated to hear that he was running 
for first selectman. Portland is only going to get big-
ger, and this town needs a man looking forward to the 
next 10 years. Ryan is the only man to bring Portland 
into the 21st century. 

As a college student, much of my work revolves 
around data science and computers and knowing what 
Ryan has done with modernizing the town clerk’s of-
fice, I can only imagine what he can do as first select-
man. Please join me in voting for Ryan Nov. 2.

Jack Welsh – Portland

Right Person for the Job
To the Editor:

It is my distinguished pleasure and great honor 
to recommend Ryan Curley for first selectman. As 
a lifelong friend of more than 30 years, I have wit-
nessed Ryan’s determination, hard work and aptitude 
directly benefit the Portland community that he now 
serves.

Many of our fondest childhood memories took 
place in Portland at Camp Ingersoll. It provided an 
idyllic setting for two young adventurous boys. Trips 
to the local Dairy Queen after hot summer days at 
camp unsurprisingly became a common occurrence. 
As we grew stronger in body and more adventurous 
in spirit, we would regularly traverse rugged terrain 
on mountain bikes through Meshomasic State Forest.

Upon entering our teenage years, Troop 2 of Port-
land developed and honed such skills as goal setting, 
hard work, accountability and time management. 
These skills paid dividends as we both attained the 
rank of Eagle Scout after completing Eagle Scout 
projects that benefited our communities.

During the summer of 2015, Ryan helped raise 
money and publicity for people in Connecticut fight-
ing Parkinson’s disease throughout my 3,404 mile 
Cycle Sea to Sea for PD journey. His extensive con-
tacts within the community lended awareness of the 
journey and cause through the Rivereast News Bul-
letin and Middletown Press. His help did not end 
there as he played an integral role in coordinating 
and planning my culminating police escort across 
the Arrigoni Bridge. I owe this special moment to 
Ryan’s hard work, vision and planning abilities. He 
has demonstrated his ability to work efficiently and 
effectively with numerous town employees toward 

Giannelli Hardworking, Caring
To the Editor:

In these trying times, the Board of Education needs 
a voice that will focus on the children. That voice be-
longs to Liz Giannelli. Her number one concern is 
a proper education for the children of Marlborough. 
She herself is a teacher and knows how the system 
works - the good and the bad. Liz is definitely well 
qualified for this position. 

Liz is a hardworking, caring person who will serve 
our community well! She does not walk away from a 
challenge or adversity. Please consider voting to elect 
Liz for the Board of Ed! 

Zina Planeta – Marlborough

Portland, Ralph has been involved or is involved. We 
need Ralph and the leadership he provides. 

Sincerely,
Denise Schneider – Portland

common goals.
Ryan is the right person for the job since he brings 

experience, knowledge, vision and a love for the town 
of Portland. I am confident that Ryan will display 
these qualities of vision, determination, planning and 
hard work as Portland’s first selectman.

Henry Prescott – Portland

ified BOS members with a history of commitment to 
Portland. These candidates have earned a seat on the 
BOS with their unwavering commitment to grow 
Portland in a positive direction. 

 Vote Row A on Nov 2 to keep Portland moving 
forward!

Sincerely,
Martha Taylor Dumas – Portland

Parental Rights
To the Editor:

Last school year, Superintendent Paul Smith did 
an excellent job maximizing in-person learning while 
maintaining health and safety. Unfortunately, he met 
opposition from several Democrats on the Board of 
Education. In the upcoming election, I will not vote 
for those who resisted the superintendent on this mat-
ter. Ask Portland and Colchester parents how they felt 
about their children attending in-person school far 
less days than our East Hampton kids. If not for sup-
port of the superintendent’s plan by all Republicans 
on the board (and two Democrats), we would have 
been in the same boat here. 

The above example illustrates that elections mat-
ter. Local elections and budget referendums are 
the primary levers of power we the people control. 
These are actually the ultimate levers of power – if 
we use them. As seen from news across the country, 
once a local school board is elected and the budget 
approved, it is very difficult for the public to influ-
ence it. Parents possess maximum leverage to assert 
their rights as the primary stakeholders in children’s 
education two times a year – local elections and bud-
get referendums. Attempting to influence decisions at 
meetings of already-elected officials has limited ef-
fectiveness, at best. Let’s use the power granted us to 
maximum effect on Nov. 2. 

David Arcidiacono – East Hampton

Supports Steinhauser
To the Editor:

 I am proud to support Laurel Steinhauser in her 
bid to the Portland Board of Selectman. Laurel has 
contributed her time and effort to our community at 
various levels on projects, the Board of Education 
and the Library Board of Directors. It has been work-
ing beside her on the Library Board of Directors that 
I have seen up close the qualities that would enhance 
the Board of Selectman.

 Laurel has always been committed to a thriving 
Portland. She knows that it involves hard work, not 
only facing persistent issues, but also digging into 
the often tedious details of projects, contracts, grants, 
policies and budgets. Through her work she has 
gained an understanding of town operations and the 
interactions among the departments.

 No matter the issues that arise or decisions to be 
made, Laurel brings a calm, thoughtful energy and 
a willingness to consider all angles and listen to all 
voices toward the health, growth and future of Port-
land.

Sincerely,
Betsy Graziano – Portland

Note: Graziano is a member of the Portland Li-
brary Board of Directors, but is speaking as an in-
dividual.

Just What We Need
To the Editor:

I recently had the opportunity to spend some time 
with RHAM Board of Education candidates Maura 
Curran Baker, Claudia Riley and Heather Summerer. 
The enthusiasm and strength these three women ex-
ude is exactly what is needed for the RHAM Board 
of Education. 

As a Hebron resident with two grandchildren cur-
rently at RHAM, and one headed there in the near 
future, I think it is imperative that we select the right 
people to represent the town of Hebron on the RHAM 
board. Many important issues will need to be tackled 
including the search for a new superintendent and 
continuing to allow in person learning safely. I have 
no doubt that these women will take their position 
seriously. They will not be afraid to speak up, roll 
up their sleeves and work collaboratively with other 
board members in the best interests of our students 
and schools.

It should be noted that all these women have ex-
perience working with people in Andover and Marl-
borough through sports, Girl Scouts and various 
other activities they partake in around our district so 
building on that foundation will not be a challenge for 
them. I am thoroughly impressed by how they carry 
themselves, how they actively listen and the passion 
they show when speaking about the community they 
serve. 

These candidates are top-notch and Hebron cannot 

Skorski for BOE
To the Editor:

Wes Skorski has served eight years on the Marl-
borough Board of Education and has consistently 
and reliably been the voice of reason and intelligence 
on the BOE. Wes is incredibly devoted and reliable. 
Despite no longer having children in the elementary 
school system (his youngest is moving on to middle 
school), Wes continues to faithfully work to better our 
school, town and community. He is an advocate for 
our children and is dedicated to assuring that Marl-
borough provides the best possible education while 
maintaining the health, safety and wellbeing of all. 

During these difficult times, we all benefit from 
someone who is able to listen to others, hear both 
sides, maintain a level head, intelligently analyze in-
formation and respond in a well thought out manner. 
Wes, while always putting the children first, success-
fully does all of these things. I know first-hand what 
a great BOE member Wes is, as I served with him 
on the Marlborough Board of Education for several 
years. His passion for education, intelligence and 
professionalism always impressed me. This is the 
kind of leadership that our school and our town des-
perately need right now! Join me in voting for Wes 
Skorski for the Marlborough BOE!

Theresa Brysgel – Marlborough

Senior Center
To the Editor:

I would like to propose that those in Colchester 
who would prefer a community center rather than a 
senior center consider the following: Why not think 
of this as a first phase in moving toward a community 
center? The present proposal deliberately contains 
space for community use during afternoons, eve-
nings, and weekends. To have a much larger facility 
in the future, the town might be able to acquire more 
land, preferably adjacent to the senior center so that 
the buildings could be incorporated into one facility. 
This might take time, but meanwhile residents would 
have access to the proposed building for meetings, 
activities, farmer/craft fairs, etc. Planning for this 
would consider the cost, and like the present senior 
center proposal, plan to have minimal impact on the 
mill rate. 

I urge my fellow residents to vote ‘yes’ for the 
senior center to benefit all residents when it goes to 
referendum on Nov. 16.

Geraldine Transue – Colchester

Mercola
To the Editor:

Gary Gile calls himself a ‘scientific methods’-
based researcher while pitching Dr. Joseph Mercola 
as his medical guru. Multiple Rivereast writers have 
disagreed with Gile, correctly calling Mercola a 
quack, charlatan and other spot-on characterizations. 
Gile dismisses them as “biased.” His latest foot-in-
mouth statement takes the cake. 

Implying that Dr. Fauci, world governments and 
mainstream medical professionals are bought and 
paid for by pharma, he then stated, “Dr. Mercola 
doesn’t have any skin in the game.” Anyone can 
Google Dr. Mercola and learn he retired in 2009 
to devote time to his medical pseudoscience busi-
ness. He employs dozens of internet-savvy persons 
to help him endlessly publish articles on Facebook, 
over 600 and climbing. He does not publish in medi-
cal journals, where all legitimate medical research-
ers publish. So why would Mercola abandon being 
a physician to start selling his own unproven medi-
cal remedies online? In a 2017 affidavit, Mercola 
revealed his net worth then exceeded $100 million 
dollars. He has continued selling millions of dollars 
of unproven homeopathic treatments annually, to the 
dupes ignorant that American medical grifters have 
always parasitized us, going back to the ‘snake-oil’ 
pitchmen with their horse drawn carts. 

Mercola, a modern day entrepreneurial genius, 
takes inspiration from P.T.Barnum’s “There’s a suck-
er born every minute” and uses Facebook to beguile 
the ‘Gile’s of the world into forking over money for 
worthless balms. He has become richer than any le-
gitimate physician could dream of. 

So much for Gile’s “no skin in the game” claim, 
and whose “research” began and ended fixated with 
Mercola’s webpage. Gile is just another local shill for 
pseudoscience. Sadly, there have been many prevent-
able COVID-19 deaths, with more to follow because 
Mercola and his hawkers continue delegitimizing sci-
ence. Repugnantly, he has made himself a multimil-
lionaire upon the pain and suffering of others.

Edmund Smith – Andover 

Your Voice Matters
Dear East Hampton Seniors:

Help be a part in shaping the future in this great 
town. Please take a few moments of your day to help 
the Commission on Aging conduct a community wide 
survey that will benefit seniors in East Hampton. We 
want to hear from you. Voice to us your thoughts on 
East Hampton’s current housing structure and means 
of transportation. Fill out the survey using the link 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/older2021. Paper surveys 
are available at Stop & Shop, Town Hall, Library, and 
Senior Center. 

The Senior Survey runs until 10/31. Don’t miss out.
Patricia Calderone

Member of the East Hampton
Commission on Aging

pass up the opportunity to put them on the RHAM 
Board of Education. I hope people in town agree and 
vote for these incredible women who have already es-
tablished themselves as leaders and are ready to take 
the next steps as Board of Education members. 

Vote Curran Baker, Riley and Summerer to better 
the future of our middle and high schools.

Kim Goldberg – Hebron 

Doesn’t Support Turf Plan
To the Editor:

Recently the RHAM BOE and Regional School 
District No. 8 passed a resolution to appropriate 
$3,560,000 for the installation of a new turf field, 
track, and lighting at RHAM High School, and to au-
thorize the issuance of bonds and notes not to exceed 
that same amount. If the majority of voters in Ando-
ver, Hebron and Marlborough vote ‘yes’ on Nov. 2, 
the measure will pass, and the taxpayers of the three 

See Letters, page 8
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Campagna

RE6-25-21

Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine

Now Open for Inside Dining!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Take-OuT alsO available

Hidden Acres

Fun for the Whole Family!

$6.00 Kids (3 & under free) • $10.00 13 & up
Admissions fee covers All Activities

Pumpkins & Swan Gourds $7
Mini Pumpkins & Small Gourds $1

150 Exeter Road, Lebanon
hiddenacrescornmaze.weebly.com

September 18th - October 31st

Saturdays & Sundays 12-5pm (last maze entrance 4:30)
— KidS GamES —

Tic Tac Toe, Bowling, Checkers, 
Bean Bag Toss, Hay maze

6 acre 
Corn maze

R
E

9-
17

-2
1

WI-FI

The Dublin

visit us at www.the-dublin.com for daily specials & upcoming events

beef & Seafood company

Gift Cards 
Available
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Open 7 days a week noon to 1am

42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton
860.365.5238

RAted top 10 RestAuRAnts!

Our New Event Room Is Now 
Open For Your Next Occasion!

Birthdays, showers,
Meetings, Luncheons, etc.

for up to 100 people

Call us today for more info:
860.365.5238
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GunG Ho
Chinese and Japanese Restaurant

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Call (860) 537-3862 
for Reservations & Take Out

36 Main Street, Colchester
— Junction of Rt. 85 & Rt. 16 —

We are located across from the beautiful
Colchester Town Green & next to the Cragin Library.

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm, Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

Vietnamese Noodle Soup (Phở) 
Available Every Day

Call for Take ouT

CoMe CheCk 

uS out!

Estate Auction by
B&S Auction Service

Wednesday, October 27, 2021 • 6:30p.m.
Inspections: 12-6:30p.m.

Portland Fireman’s Grounds
Indian Hill Ave., Portland, CT

Auction of antique furniture, smalls, rugs, qt of clocks & parts, antique 
books, prints & pictures from Wethersfield Historical Society, Meriden, 

Cromwell, Glastonbury, etc.

Masks required, Seating will be spaced: NO FOOD
See pictures on auctionzip.com ID: #14542

Antiques & estates bought or sold on consignment. 
No lot too large or too small!

Terms: Cash, Checks, with established credit, Most major credit cards accepted

Thomas Barrows & Sons Auctioneers

15% Buyers Premium
Cash or Checks

18% Buyers Premium
Credit Cards
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P.O. Box 141
Portland, CT 06480

Telephone: (860) 342-2540
Day of Sale: (860) 597-1215 

We
Moved!

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

towns will be responsible for this debt. The members 
of the Andover Board of Finance would like to pub-
licly state that although we support High School ath-
letics and the benefits to the student population, we 
are not in favor of this expenditure.

Andover just finished a long and grueling budget 
season, and finally passed a budget with a zero in-
crease for the fiscal year. Immediately following that, 
this RHAM proposal was announced during the sum-
mer months, when most of the tax-paying public is 
busy or vacationing. As stated in multiple town meet-
ings, Andover has many items that need to be funded, 
and our budget is stretched to the limit. If the voters 
of Andover had wanted or approved spending more 
money, it would certainly be to address more pressing 
safety needs, bridge and culvert repairs, necessary 
road and tree work, supporting a town community 
center for its residents, and certainly any Andover El-
ementary School needs that are currently not funded.

We do not support this plan, which will strain 
our finances for the next ten years. We are also con-
cerned the actual cost will be much higher due to the 
required maintenance and the machinery needed to 
take care of the new field. It is our recommendation 
that residents vote ‘no’ at the referendum on Tuesday, 
Nov. 2.

Respectfully,
Board of Finance
Town of Andover

Carini for Curley
To the Editor:

I have lived in Portland since 1973 and I have also 
been a small business owner here in town for almost 
30 years. During this time, I have seen little progress 
regarding economic development. I believe that Ryan 
Curley is the person to make the necessary changes 
that this town needs to ensure its future success. 

Ryan understands the needs of residents and busi-
ness owners alike. I have known Ryan’s family for 
many years and have gotten to know Ryan as well. 
He not only has the education but also the experience 
to lead Portland into the future and bring about the 
necessary change we need. 

Please join me in supporting Ryan this November.
Wayne Carini – Portland

Voting for Ryan Curley
To the Editor:

I have known Ryan Curley as a Cub Scout, Boy 
Scout (earning the highest rank of Eagle Scout) and 
now an accomplished adult.

As one of his former scout leaders, Ryan continu-
ally reminds me of the Boy Scout oath: On my honor 
I will do my best to do my duty to God and my coun-
try and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at 
all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally 
awake, and morally straight. Ryan exemplifies this 
oath especially as an adult.

Scout Law has 12 tenets; all exemplify Ryan’s 

Senior Center Budget
Colchester Residents:

During Colchester’s AARP ‘Meet the Candidates’ 
Zoom meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 5 (available on the 
town website), I asked Andreas Bisbikos – who, at 
the Aug. 18 meeting, proposed a 2% reduction to the 
town’s departments (unless they had already made a 
voluntary reduction) – if he foresaw any further cuts 
to the senior center budget. 

His response was that the deduction was actually 
1.2%, which meant a small decrease of approximate-
ly $500. The Aug. 25, 2021 proposed budget reflects 
a 2% reduction.

My concern is that the following figures, from the 
Aug. 25 2021 budget reductions, indicate a $707 re-
duction, not his stated $500:

Senior Services Contractual Temp Payroll/FICA 
& Retirement Contractual Temp Payroll/FICA & 
Retirement - Office coverage/Substitute bus driver 
coverage $707. 

This $700 cut means reduction of staff that are 
needed to deliver services to our seniors. Every dollar 

Great Schools Benefit Hebron
Dear Hebron Friends and Neighbors:

There are many amenities that bring people to 
Hebron, from our beautiful trails to our small-town 
charm. Another key reason people move to town is 
for our incredible schools.

Although I am running to be your selectperson, I 
want to use this letter to express how important our 
great schools are and how they benefit our town. Our 
schools directly result in new families moving to He-
bron. I know this from speaking with our Democratic 

Intelligent, Hard-Working, Honest
To the Editor:

I am proud to support my friend Christina Tam-
maro-Dzagan as a candidate for the East Hampton 
Board of Education. I have known Christina and her 
family for over a decade, in which she has always 
shown to be an intelligent, hard-working, and honest 
person. The type of person you can always count on 
for absolute honesty in any situation. 

As a true friend and a neighbor, there is nothing 
Christina would not do for someone. She is the first 
person I would reach out to if I needed support, ad-
vice, or a helping hand. She doesn’t judge, nor disre-
spect others’ opinions and will listen to and discuss 
both sides to every situation.

I am so impressed with Christina’s interest in serv-
ing on the Board of Education for our wonderful 
town. I have seen firsthand Christina’s compassion 
towards others in our community as well as her com-
mitment to a high-quality education for the children 
of East Hampton. 

I hope you join me in voting for a new name on the 
ballot this November. 

Donata Barber – East Hampton

Sousa Cares Deeply
To the Editor:

I’m grateful that my longtime friend, neighbor and 
fellow community volunteer, Dave Sousa, is running 
to serve on Hebron’s Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion. I have known Dave for over 38 years, and can 
vouch for his honesty, integrity, intelligence and pro-
fessionalism.

His background is in planning, community devel-
opment, and landscape architecture, so he has the 
technical knowledge and expertise to serve on the 
P&Z Commission. But beyond that, he is passionate 
about making communities more vibrant, walkable, 
environmentally friendly, and diverse.

As co-chair of the Hebron Coalition on Diversity 
and Equity (or CoDE), I have seen Dave’s ability 
to listen and learn, to absorb data and information, 
and apply it to move a project forward. He is both 
thoughtful and practical – desiring to make real 
change happen. He cares deeply about Hebron; he 
loves all that it has to offer – and also sees ways to 
make it even better!

Hebron is fortunate the Dave is in a place in his 
career and life that he can devote the time necessary 
to serve on Planning and Zoning. We will be greatly 
served by his contributions.

Donna Jolly – Hebron 

character and integrity.
· Trustworthy – he tells the truth, keeps his prom-

ises and is dependable.
· Loyal – he cares about his family, friends and oth-

ers especially the Town of Portland.
· Helpful – he is a dedicated volunteer.
· Friendly – he is a warm and welcoming indi-

vidual.
· Courteous – he is polite, kind and caring.
· Obedient – he obeys and follows the rules. He not 

afraid of making the tough decisions to uphold what 
is right, decent and honest.

· Cheerful – he looks at the bright side of life work-
ing to help others.

· Thrifty – he is not wasteful of any resources. He 
is cautious and thrifty with taxpayer and natural re-
sources.

· Brave – he faces difficult decisions head on and 
does what is right despite what others might be doing 
or saying.

· Clean – he keeps his mind and body fit. He holds 
a master’s in public administration and is physically 
fit.

· Reverent – he respects the beliefs of others and is 
respectful to all.

Ryan is not afraid to do what is moral and legal 
and to stand his ground to defend what is right. That 
is just what Portland needs to move us forward into a 
better and secure future.

Please join me in voting for Ryan Curley for first 
selectman on Nov. 2.

Dan Varricchio – Portland 

slate of candidates as well as with other residents I’ve 
met while knocking doors in the community.

During the pandemic, town staff and elected of-
ficials stepped up, going above and beyond to keep 
the town healthy, safe and moving forward. This is 
also true of the Hebron Board of Education, which 
has maintained a steadfast commitment to keeping 
students safely in school while following the science. 
That is why I hope you will consider voting for my 
colleagues, chairwoman Heather Petit and Nicole 
Matthews, when you head to the polls on Nov. 2. 
Their tireless commitment to the safety of our chil-
dren and a keen focus on retaining teachers and staff 
benefits our local families and the town as a whole.

If elected, I will take a holistic approach to the 
types of decisions we make when it comes to attract-
ing new families and businesses to town. That is why 
I am proud to support our schools.

Most sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele

Candidate, Hebron Board of Selectmen

Supports Reich
To the Editor:

I support Kevin Reich’s reelection to the East 
Hampton Town Council.

Kevin is a dedicated community member. He was 
a teacher and assistant superintendent of schools for 
41 years. He serves in leadership roles on civic or-
ganizations including the Middlesex County United 
Way, East Hampton Rotary Club and has been chair-
person of Flags Over East Hampton. He cares about 
our town and works with others to make it better.

As a councilperson, Kevin worked over the last 
eight years to meet our town’s needs and face its chal-
lenges. He works with his fellow council members 
(regardless of party) for the benefit of our residents. 
He respects and considers other’s points of view in 
forming his positions on issues.

During his latest term on the Town Council, Kevin 
and the Democratic majority acted to keep our com-
munity and children safe, continue town services, 
and maintain and improve town infrastructure and fa-
cilities in a fiscally responsible way. Kevin supported 
policies that funded our police department and rein-
stated an officer, maintained fire equipment, added 
four teaching positions for our schools, and provided 
the technology that made it possible for children to 
learn through the pandemic. Further, the 2021-22 
budget passed unanimously with the support of Re-
publicans on the Town Council.

Importantly, Kevin supports the substantive and 
responsible Democrat platform which addresses im-
portant issues our town faces including securing state 
funding for a needed public water system, diversify-
ing our grand list, investing in our schools to ensure 
educational excellence and opportunities for our chil-
dren, supporting public safety and health and creating 
immediate and long-term capital budgets and plans 
for our town’s infrastructure needs.

For responsible leadership and for a brighter future 
for East Hampton, vote for Kevin Reich for Town 
Council and for the other Democratic candidates.

Brian Corvo – East Hampton

★ Story cont. from page 7 of funding is critical for running our senior center, 
and cuts like this limit critical services, so even a dif-
ference of $200 matters. 

Any programming for the senior center is not 
funded by the town and only funded through the fun-
draising at the center.

Linda Pasternak – Colchester

ENTERTAINMENT
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Visit our newly opened 
restaurant at:

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan 
original barbeque 

recipes, are made fresh 
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
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OPEN FOR 
LUNCH!

Dine In • Take Out
Catering • Outdoor Seating

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 10/31/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Try some 
of our other 

fresh seafood 
offerings!

Patio Is
Now Open! 

Lobster Rolls 
are back!

Live Music
Thursday & Saturday 
nights on the patio

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large 

Pizza

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

WE'RE FORWARD THINKING
There's so much to look forward to this time of year,  

and Sadler's promises to be the perfect place, 
inside and out, to gather, share, and enjoy it all.

Bier Here! Now Serving Oktoberfest Meals
Tents Up - Heaters On! Outdoor Dining Continues

ActivePure Protection! New Air Disinfection System
(provides the best indoor protection against pathogens)

Make your plans and reservations today.

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

IT'S OKTOBERFEST TIME ALREADY!

For the Safety of our Patrons
The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
SARS-CoV-2, Viruses, 

Bacteria & Mold

AIR YOU CAN TRUST™ 

For more information call: Paul Hoar 203-247-4723

and Patio!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
mon-thurs 11am-8pm, fri-sat 11am-8:30pm, sun 11am-7pm R
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FREE POOL
Mondays, Wednesdays

& Thursdays

Full Menu
Served Daily

11am-10pm

RE10-22-21

Daily Lunch 
Specials

We Have
NFL Ticket!

47 Main St. (Rt. 66) HebRon • 860-228-8148

$495 & up

LivE EnTERTainMEnT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Friday, 10/22 “Famous Jane”

Saturday, 10/23 Prime Rib Dinner

Friday, 10/29 “violet Reign” with Halloween Party

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

Kevin Reich for Town Council 
To the Editor:

My name is Duane J. Reich and I have been a resi-
dent of East Hampton for seven years. I am writing 
to ask for support in voting for my brother, Kevin 
M. Reich, for the position of Town Council. He has 
served on the council for the past eight years and he 
has been totally devoted to this. I can tell you that he 
puts his whole heart and love into this position. 

He is a devoted brother and a tremendous dad to 
his son, Matthew. He took such excellent care of our 
parents in their final years and he assisted me when 
I became ill with advanced renal disease and during 
my successful renal transplant. He devoted his entire 
educational administrative career to East Hampton 
and local residents are still reminding me of his com-
plete loyalty to East Hampton. 

He has served the community as educator, central 
office administrator, chairperson of the Cemetery 
Board, finance board of St. Patrick Parish, president 
of East Hampton Rotary, Assistant Governor in Ro-
tary District 7980, Campaign Cahir of Middlesex 
County United Way, and chairperson of the Flags 
over East Hampton Committee. Recently, he has as-
sisted the seniors residing in the East Hampton Hous-
ing Authority with their change over to Comcast. He 
has indicated a strong interest in expanding housing 
for seniors and in providing more reasonable internet 
access for them.

I can tell you that he’s honest, devoted, and aims 
to improve the quality of life in beautiful East Hamp-
ton. I am urging you to vote for him on Election Day, 
Nov. 2.

Yours sincerely,
Duane J. Reich – East Hampton

Ryan for Portland
To the Editor:

I will be honored to vote for Ryan Curley for first 
selectman and the Republican slate of amazing can-
didates.

Ryan has served Portland for six years as town 
clerk as well as two terms on the Board of Select-
men. Thank you, Ryan for a decade of elected public 
service for our community!

As town clerk, Ryan, working closely with both 
the Democratic and Republican registrars of voters, 
has successfully overseen five balloted events – in-
cluding presidential, gubernatorial and municipal 
elections, along with several budget referendums and 

Voting for Tripp
To the Editor:

I am writing on behalf of my good friend Jim 
Tripp’s run for Portland’s first selectman. I’m not 
supporting him because he’s my friend, but rather be-
cause he has experience with managing budgets the 
size of Portland’s, directing large groups, and negoti-
ating contracts. He led volunteers to build our beau-
tiful Riverfront Park and was integral in delivering 
the new Recreation Complex. We previously worked 
together on the Parks & Recreation Commission and 
now on the Board of Selectmen for four years. His 
talent with working with people and delivering on 
goals is exceptional.

Jim chairs our bipartisan BOS Water & Sewer 
Committee. We have worked together on this com-
mittee to address the skyrocketing MDC rates. We 
have begun work on finding a new water source so it 
is in place in 2025 when the MDC contract expires in 
2026. I would like to go on about Jim, but I really feel 
the need to address concerns we have with regards to 
what is being said about our water issue.

We are hearing that the other party is telling peo-
ple that the Democrats are too late to solve the issue. 
First, this is a b-partisan problem to solve. Second, 
work is already in progress. Now a recent editorial 
implied selling the water system. The committee and 
the town do not believe that selling the system is a 
cost-effective solution and this has been explained by 
the committee on numerous occasions. RTC chair-
man Lavoy, you, and your team, should do your 
homework and be more educated before speaking to 
residents.

Jim will ensure that we utilize our $250k state 
grant to have a new water source in place for 2026. 
Please vote for Jim Tripp and our great team on Nov 
2 by voting Row A.

Ralph Zampano – Portland
Note: Zampano is deputy first selectman in Port-

land, but said he is speaking as an individual.

Supports Thiele 
To the Editor:

Over the last three years, I have had the privilege 
of getting to know Tiffany V. Thiele. I say privilege 
because it is not often in life that you meet a woman 
of her caliber, willing to do so much for the town she 
lives in. She has emerged as a leader and has earned 
the respect of her fellow colleagues. Over the last 
three years, she has worked hard to create a positive 
environment within the Democratic Town Commit-
tee, encouraging new members with fresh perspec-
tives, as well as providing an outlet for those already 
committed to the Democratic Town Committee. 

Tiffany has the passion, knowledge and drive of 
a true leader and she encompasses real democratic 
values that we hold so close. She is an example for 
all of us. Accordingly, the 2021 Election Committee 
asked her to run for to be a member of the Board of 
Selectmen. As a member of the Election Committee, 
I stand firm in that decision and I truly could not think 
of anyone else who I would want to represent us dur-
ing these unprecedented times. Tiffany will bring her 
keen listening skills to the table. She is strong and ca-
pable. She will not bend nor break under pressure. In 
fact, her tact in handling difficult situations continues 
to impress me. Time and time again, she is the one we 

Wisdom When Most Needed 
To the Editor:

My name is Scott Slater, and my family and I 
moved to East Hampton in 2012 when we heard what 
a good school system East Hampton had. I have al-
ways been happy with the education my daughter has 
received. She is now a freshman in college, and we 
owe it to East Hampton schools for helping us get 
there. 

Last year, when the pandemic lockdowns began, 
I had friends and colleagues who lived and worked 
in places where school stopped entirely! There was 
a mad scramble to issue laptops and other technolo-
gies in order to pivot to an online learning model. 
Kids getting ready for their next big step lost weeks, 
if not months of important educational time. In East 
Hampton, our students had no such interruption; this 
is because we issue Chromebooks to our middle and 
high school students. Democrats were instrumental 
in keeping computers in our school budget, and that 
allowed our kids to adapt much more quickly to at 
home and hybrid learning. 

The wisdom to include education technology 
when we needed it most is the reason that the Demo-
crats have my vote to continue to make smart deci-
sions with our tax dollars.

Sincerely,
Scott Slater – East Hampton

Money, it’s a Hit
To the Editor:

At recent Hebron BOS meetings we heard again 
of low water reserves in the center of town and a sug-
gestion was made to drill a well near Amston Lake 
and pump the water up to town thus covering the new, 
greater demand for water. Cost unknown.

That a special roof for the library was needed and 
the quote came in at just under $500k.

We heard more about the DPW’s need for an up-
dated facility. The 2019 quote being around $9 mil-
lion. There was more pushing to develop our wa-
tershed with the Village Square complex which we 
later read, in the paper, comes in at an estimated $25 
million.

A well-presented request for an Astroturf/athletics 
field to be installed at RHAM High School was also 
heard. The project was roughly quoted at $3 million 
and would raise residents’ taxes by $50 a month.

In recent years we spent hundreds of thousands of 
dollars on creating John Horton Blvd and $600k on 
88 acres of wet/watershed farm land, we may or may 
not be able to build on. There is also outside talk of 

primaries.
In my career I have worked for municipalities in 

finance and administration. I have witnessed first-
hand the demands and requirements of being a first 
selectman. This is not a 9-to-5, punch-in and punch-
out position. Being a first selectman requires that you 
are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days 
a year to serve the citizens that elected you. Ryan is 
committed to this responsibility to serve the citizens 
of Portland as first selectman.

We are in the final weeks of the municipal elec-
tion; the town clerk and registrars of voters have the 
legal responsibility to ensure the election process is 
conducted properly. In this leadership role, Ryan may 
be called upon to make tough decisions to ensure the 
process is followed – that is his job, the one he took 
an oath to do (twice) as our town clerk. I am confident 
that he will do that with integrity, just as he will when 
he is our newly-elected first selectman.

Being a leader is not always an easy task. It means 
making tough decisions and doing what is lawful and 
correct. Dwight Eisenhower stated that “The supreme 
quality of leadership is integrity.” Ryan embodies 
this.

Please join me in voting Row B on Election Day.
Cindy Varricchio – Portland 

go to for advice and direction. 
For all these reasons, I am proud to say I am voting 

for Tiffany V. Thiele for Board of Selectmen, and I 
hope you will join me as well. Once she is elected, 
I am proud to say I will stand by and support her as 
she embarks on her journey to do what is right for the 
people of Hebron.

Sincerely,
Erin Bussiere – Hebron 

Memorial Day Parade 2021
To the Editor:

As a member of the Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee for several years, I would like to correct some 
misinformation regarding the reason there was no 
Memorial Day Parade this year.

The parade group is made up of veterans of the 
three veterans’ organizations in town that gather to 
plan and stage this event. It is not a part of the town 
nor controlled by any other municipal organization. 
The 2021 Memorial Day Parade was canceled by the 
committee due to prevailing health concerns for both 
the veteran population and concerns for marchers and 
parade audience. Any statements by others to the con-
trary are not accurate.

Alphonse Letendre – Colchester
Note: Letendre is a member of the Colchester Me-

morial Day Committee, but said he is speaking as an 
individual.

the town’s septic lines needing an overhaul.
If $3 million of Astroturf ups each household’s 

taxes by $50 a month, what are we looking at for all 
the rest? Would our taxes then go up another $400, 
or more, monthly? Where will all that money come 
from? And if this watershed land, like Burnt Hill, 
proves unsuitable for industrial development, then 
what?

With all these expenses piling up in Hebron, we 
need to pump the brakes and prioritize expenses to 
be sure we are making well thought out choices. No 
home owner wants to be hit with higher property 
taxes or contaminated ground water.

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Barella for BOE
To the Editor:

Kerri Barella is a knowledgeable candidate run-
ning for Marlborough’s Board of Education. She has 
countless years of experience as a special education 
teacher and understands the importance of the parent-
teacher connections that are vital to the success of 
today’s students. Kerri has demonstrated solid lead-
ership through the local MOMS Club and continues 
to step up whenever a need arises because she knows 
what it means to be a team player. 

One of the qualities that make her such a great 
leader is her ability to listen to all sides of an issue 
and make all voices feel heard. She always acts with 
the best interest of kids at the heart of every decision 
she makes. With multiple children in the school sys-
tem, she can relate to parents that want a top notch 
education for their kids. Her experience and degrees 
within the education field make her a knowledgeable 
candidate that can speak to programs and strategies 
that will help Marlborough’s test scores continue to 
improve. As a parent myself, I am excited to support 
a candidate that isn’t afraid to speak up for our chil-
dren and give them the best educational opportunities 
possible.

Amy Kuhrt
Educator, Parent, Marlborough Resident

An Experienced Leader
To the Editor:

On Nov. 2, Colchester will have a choice to elect 
our first selectman. For me, there’s only one choice: 
Mary Bylone. Mary’s an experienced leader who 
makes good decisions based on the facts and infor-
mation presented to her.

Mary fought to add two firefighter/EMT positions 
to the fire department during the pandemic to pro-

See Letters, page 16

ENTERTAINMENT



Page 10	 NEWS BULLETIN • October 22, 2021

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

Improve Your Seed. Improve Your Soil. Improve Your Lawn.™
Discover the “Jonathan Green” Difference on your lawn today.

Poor Seed. Poor Soil.
Poor Lawn.

Great Seed. Great Soil.
Great Lawn.P

oor SeP
L

oor Soeed. P eaGroil.
LG

eat Seed. Great Soil.
oP wn.or La weat LaGr wn.

• Our most elite varieties
• Roots up to 4 feet deep
• Heat/drought tolerant
• Insect resistant

Black Beauty® Ultra
Supreme Grass Seed Blend

Mag-I-Cal Soil Food
for Lawns in Acidic Soil

3lb. Bag3lb. Bag

$19.99
3lb. Bag3lb. Bag

$19.99
5,000 sq.ft.5,000 sq.ft.

$19.99
5.000 sq.ft.5.000 sq.ft.

$19.99

Contains calcium, 
which is readily  
available for plant 
uptake or pH adjustment 

Windsor
296 Broad St.•Windsor, CT
860-688-8373

M-F 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat 8:00am-5:00pm

Sun 9:00am-2pm
Open 7 days a Week!Open 7 days a Week!

M-F 8am-6pm; Sat 8am-5pm; Sun 9am-4pm

Hebron Ace
HArdwAre

81 Main Street
860-228-3408
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Re/Max Right Choice 
120 Hebron Avenue 

Glastonbury, CT 06033 

860.659.3343
860.228.1218 
860.559.4071 

Selling Your 
Home?

When results 
count… 
Choose 

Steve & Debbie 
Temple 

Each Office 
Independently 

Owned & Operated

40+ Years of
Local Real Estate 

Experience

FIVE STAR PROFESSIONALS
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

•	Garage	Doors	&	Openers,	Sales,	Service
•	GMG	Pellet	Fired	Barbeque	Grills
•	Harman	Pellet	Stoves	
•	Vermont	Casting,
	 Hearthstone,	Hampton
	 &	Regency	Wood	Stoves

Our 29Th Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

Sat. 10-4

26% Federal Tax
Credit (Must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

Control of Finance Board Up for Grabs
by Sloan Brewster

Currently comprised of three Republicans 
and two Democrats, four candidates are vying 
for the three seats open on Hebron’s finance 
board. Voters will be able to cast ballots for up 
to three of the candidates.

Democratic Town Committee Chair Tiffany 
Thiele is crossing her fingers for the two Demo-
crats on the ballot.

“If our two Democratic candidates win, our 
party would gain control of the Board of Fi-
nance,” she said. “We are proud of two candi-
dates, as they would bring a wealth of expertise 
and commitment to service to the board.”

Republican Town Committee Chair Amanda 
Veneziano said Republicans were focused on 
putting qualified, experienced and community-
focused candidates on the Republican slate for 
every office.

“Our Board of Finance candidates are just 
that,” she said. “The past two years have brought 
challenges at every level and the Republican 
leadership on the Board of Finance served with 
distinction. Our campaign will highlight this 
and we trust the voters will make the connection 
and reelect Republican leadership.”

The Republicans
Diane Del Rosso, 59, is hoping to retain the 

seat she has held for the last four years. 
She said working on the board aligns with her 

education and experience. 
A manager in Eversource’s energy efficiency 

group, which oversees residential programs, Del 
Rosso previously worked for more than 25 years 
in finance, accounting and operational manage-
ment, with the bulk of the work taking place at 
a large non-profit focused on higher education fi-
nance. 

Del Rosso said she is running because towns 
need knowledgeable people willing to volunteer 
and work in consort with town employees to keep 
everything running smoothly.  

“We have many wonderful people volunteer-
ing their time to work on everyone’s behalf,” Del 
Rosso said. “I thank all my colleagues who con-
tinue to work to make Hebron a really wonderful 
place to live.”

Del Rosso said she has lived in Hebron nearly 
30 years and wants to give back to the community.  

She said her style is collaborative and inclu-
sive and she wants to make informed, fact-based 

decisions for the community.  
“I’ve learned a lot about how our Board of Fi-

nance helps serve our beautiful town,” she said. 
“That experience, coupled with my professional 
experience, will continue to help me navigate 
the work of the Board of Finance.” 

According to Del Rosso, key issues facing the 
board are: balancing multiple competing priori-
ties including maintaining town services, edu-
cating children and maintaining infrastructure. 
Elementary schools need new roofs, the Public 
Works Department needs a new facility, the high 
school needs a new field and the volunteer fire 
department will soon need new trucks in the 
coming future, she said. 

In addition, projects and budgets for RHAM 
are paid for by the three towns and approved by 
voters, she said. The local boards of selectmen 
and finance hold no control over what comes 
before voters.

In August, Del Rosso said, Hebron select-
men reviewed the work completed over the past 
12 years on the Public Works Facility building 
project and RHAM’s multi-use turf field project. 

Funding for the turf field will be a question on 
the ballot in November and the public works fa-
cility will go to referendum in May of next year. 

Michael McCormack, 54, is also vying to 
keep his seat. An attorney at O’Sullivan McCor-
mack Jensen & Bliss PC in Glastonbury, he was 
appointed to the board to fill a vacancy in Janu-
ary 2020. Prior to that, he was elected two times 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals and served as 
chair.

McCormack said he feels his experience as a 
lawyer, as well as his time on the finance board 
and other boards and committees in town, pro-
vides him with “the background to continue to 
provide valuable input to the Board of Finance 
and serve the best interests of the residents of 
Hebron as we move forward in the future.” 

McCormack said his experience on the board 
and as a shareholder at his own law firm as well 
as his prior service on his church’s finance com-
mittee, the State Insurance and Risk Manage-
ment Board and the Connecticut Commission 
Medicolegal Investigations Board give him 
tools “to work with others in an effort to achieve 
goals that are best for the residents of Hebron.”

A resident of Hebron for 27 years, McCor-

mack said he has volunteered in various ways 
and is committed to continue working with town 
staff, fellow board members and other boards 
“to deliver quality services and a great place to 
live to Hebron residents while prudently manag-
ing expenses and taxes.” 

“Meaningful contributions” he marks as his 
contributions to the finance board include work-
ing to pass two budgets that resulted in no tax 
increases for Hebron residents and the recent 
creation of an account for surplus funds from 
the previous fiscal year. Once in the account, the 
money can be approved for use by the Board of 
Education for educational purposes, he said.

According to McCormack, key issues facing 
the board include continuing to support “our ex-
cellent education system and funding other ser-
vices and projects that help make Hebron a won-
derful community in which to live and work, 
while controlling taxes with prudent manage-
ment of revenue, expenses and capital projects.” 

“There are capital projects that are likely to 
arise in the future which will require research and 
careful consideration, and management of the 
town’s debt service is always important,” he said.   

The Democrats
Amy Dunnells, 41, is hoping to win a seat. 
The owner of Financify, a firm that offers ac-

counting, bookkeeping, and financial advisory 
services for small businesses, this would be her 
first term on a board or commission. 

Dunnells said she is “a forward-looking can-
didate” who is eager to work hard for the fu-
ture success of Hebron and looks forward to 
bringing her “extensive experience to ensure the 
town’s resources are used efficiently.” 

“I feel my financial background and invest-
ment in Hebron’s future success will be a great 
benefit to the taxpayers in town,” she said. “My 
family and I are looking forward to residing in 
Hebron for a long time and it is important to me 
that our community empowers future genera-
tions to succeed.”

Dunnells said she was approached by the 
DTC about running for the board and saw an 
opportunity to give back to the community.  She 
said it is a way to get involved on a greater level 
to ensure the town’s continued success and is 
running to bring taxpayers more understanding 

and transparency about how “their hard-earned 
dollars are spent.”

Dunnells said if she is elected she would like 
to continue investing in schools and educational 
programs. 

“Creating fiscally responsible budgets that 
serve all residents in Hebron is very important 
to me,” she said. “Working together on the board 
to pursue successful economic development op-
portunities will be beneficial in ensuring that 
Hebron remains an affordable place for all resi-
dents and an attractive one for new businesses.”

Malcolm Leichter, 69, is looking to retain 
the seat he has held on the board for 16 years, 
including as chair and vice chair.

Leichter retired as a school business manager 
after 16 years, was service manager at the IBM 
Corporation for 14 years and tech education teach-
er at Manchester Public Schools for eight years.

A longtime resident of Hebron and a four-
term member of finance board, Leichter said he 
believes he is “in tune with most residents and 
their desire to see Hebron grow and prosper.”

He said he has managed multimillion dollar 
budgets in the public and the private sector and 
is “objective and driven by the data.”

“I vote for what I believe is best for the entire 
town and not for the most vocal faction,” Leich-
ter said. “In order to do that one must be a good 
listener. I spent many years in the private sector 
listening to my employees and understanding 
the facts before making a decision.” 

Leichter also served for 12 years on the Capi-
tal Improvement Committee and was chair and 
vice-chair, six years on the Open space land 
Acquisition Committee, five years on the Pub-
lic Building Committee, and was a member of 
the Charter Revision Commission from 2018 to 
2019 an served as vice chairman.

Leichter said he is running “to maintain the 
financial strength of Hebron, continue the focus 
on tax rates and honest budgets, to move He-
bron ahead in terms of major projects as they 
become affordable [and] to maintain Hebron as 
a country town where it is a great place to raise 
a family.” 

Key issues he hopes to address if elected in-
clude making it affordable for seniors to stay in 
town, funding that maintains “an excellent edu-
cation system for our young people,” reduced 
state and federal funding and streamlining the 
town by sharing services with other towns.

“I believe that it is very difficult for much of 
our senior population to continue to own a home 
in Hebron,” Leichter said. 

He said the basic program for deferring tax-
es is town is offered to seniors with the lowest 
level of income while many other towns offer 
more robust tax abatement programs that help 
seniors stay in their homes, and “remain as great 
resources to our young children” and maintain 
their dignity. 

“I will continue to fight for more efficient Tax 
abatement programs that lead to better twilight 
years for our seniors,” Leichter said. 

* * *
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 2. Polls will be 

open from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. at Hebron Elementary 
School, 92 Church St. 
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $19
Juniors & Seniors $16

Hebron’S only barber SHop

860-888-2428

Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm; Thursday noon-7pm;

saturday 8:00am-noon; sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers Friday & Saturday
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Ashley S.

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com
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Travel by land or by sea 
Visit one island or many 

Take family or friends or both 
Call us today to start planning

Dreaming of
crystal blue water

and salty sea breezes?

Residents Slam Choosing ‘Party Over Person’
by Sloan Brewster

Hebron’s Board of Selectmen, in spite of vo-
cal pleas from residents, appointed a Republi-
can to an empty seat on the Board of Education.

The seat was vacated by Republican Keith 
Petit, who resigned in August citing a conflict 
of interest deriving from a new position with the 
Connecticut Teacher’s Retirement Board.

At a lengthy meeting on Oct. 7, selectmen 
voted along party lines to put Republican Alex 
Crawford in the spot. 

The three Republicans on the Republican-
controlled board voted to appoint Crawford to 
the seat while the two Democrats voted against, 
saying they favored appointing Democrat Ethan 
Heinan.

While stressing they were impressed with 
both candidates, the Republicans – Daniel Lar-
son, Gail Richmond and Peter Kasper – said 
they felt compelled to select the Republican be-
cause it is a midterm replacement to fill a slot 
previously occupied by a Republican.

“I struggle a little bit with this, because my 
bias is to support the original intent of the vot-
ing public when it comes to replacing an elected 
official midterm, regardless of party,” Kasper 
said.

Richmond and Larson, who is the board 
chair, said much the same thing.

“I think we owe it to the voters,” Larson said.
Democrats Marc Rubera and John Collins, 

however, pointed to Heinan’s long list of quali-
fications in the education field, including train-
ing superintendents, and said the board should 
put the best man in the job, regardless of party.

Rubera said he was not even aware of the 
candidates’ affiliations and that it should only 
matter how qualified an individual was.

“As most everybody knows, from my past 
feelings about everything, party doesn’t matter 
a lick,” he said. “The best-qualified individual 
for this is obviously, Ethan.”

Collins said putting a Democrat in the seat 
would not “change the balance of the board.

“Ethan, he brings some incredible strength so 
I’m going to vote for him,” Collins said.

Heinan, who along with Crawford, gave 
his background and answered questions from 
selectmen, is an associate professor of educa-
tional leadership at Central Connecticut State 
University, served as department chair, is co-
ordinator of the sixth year program, which, he 
said, prepares school leaders, and teaches in the 
educational doctorate program. 

In fact, he said, Schools Superintendent 
Thomas Baird is a former student of his, as are 
three administrators at RHAM. 

Crawford, on the other hand, said he comes 
from “a very strong lineage of family educa-
tors” but chose a career in life insurance and 
is a vice president of underwriting for a large 
carrier where he manages several employees, 
including actuaries, medical underwriters and 
financial, underwriters, which, he said, requires 
collaboration and teamwork.

Both men said their wives are teachers and 
they have children in the Hebron school system.

While both candidates came with endorse-
ments from their respective town committees, 
Heinan also received support from residents in 
the form of letters read into the record by Don-
na Lanza, director of administrative services.

In her letter, resident Erin Bussiere pleaded 
with the board to eschew party. 

She recalled a recent board meeting at which, 
she said, selectmen said they prided themselves 
on being bipartisan and looking out for the best 
interest of the town.

“Well, today, I challenge the board to show 
that their actions back up their words,” she 
wrote. “I implore the board to consider each 
of these men as individuals and base their vote 
on credentials, not the R or the D next to their 
names.”

Bussiere pointed to Heinan’s 23-year back-
ground in education and his “numerous lead-
ership roles” and said “his resume speaks for 
itself.”

Nicole Matthews, who is running for a term 
on the education board in the upcoming elec-
tion, offered her support for Heinan citing his 
list of credentials and calling him “a proven 
leader” who “is widely published in his field.”

“I’m asking our selectpersons to see what a 
truly amazing asset he will be to Hebron public 
schools, and to appoint him as a member,” Mat-
thews wrote.

Richmond said it was rare to have two quali-
fied individuals looking to volunteer for a board.

“This is probably the hardest decision that 
I’ve ever had to make on this board,” Larson 
said, adding to Heinan, “I hope that you’re not 
a stranger.”

At the end of the meeting, during public com-
ments, Tiffany Thiele, Democratic Town Com-
mittee Chair and a candidate for the Board of 
Selectmen in the upcoming election, expressed 
disappointment in the decision to appoint Craw-
ford over Heinan. 

Thiele, echoing a statement made earlier in 
the meeting by Collins, said she has supported 
Republicans in the past.

“I was proud to vote for Keith as a person, not 
for the party because I knew that Keith cared 
very deeply about our children” she said. “Just 
a few weeks ago, this board talked about how 
it was committed to bipartisanship. And I think 
tonight was, unfortunately, an example of party 
over person, so I find that disappointing.”

Hebron Mill Site Tour
The Hebron Historical Society is offer-

ing a chance to tour the Hope Valley/Reidy 
Hill mill site Saturday, Oct. 23, at 1 p.m.  
Rain date is Oct. 24.

This site has been extensively document-
ed and researchers will share their knowl-
edge with participants. The tour is on pri-
vate property and attendance is limited.

Donation is $10 per adult will be col-
lected at old Hope Valley Church, 21 Reidy 
Hill Rd., where tours will start.

Contact Sue at 860-368-7463 or mergon-
ci65@comcast.net with your preferred time 
and number of attendees.

Harvest Moon Festival Coming
The Town Center Project Inc. will host the third 

annual Harvest Moon Festival along Main Street 
(Route 66) Saturday, Oct. 23, from 3-7 p.m. 

There will be live music, food trucks, artisans, 
a pumpkin-carving contest, an appearance by CT 
Ghost Investigation, crafts and games, and more, 
all organized by TTCP volunteers. The festival 
will also feature the Haunted Library, sponsored 
by Douglas Library; Dog Trot, sponsored by He-
bron Veterinary Hospital; an Apple Pie Bake-Off, 
sponsored by The Flour Girl Café; and a Corn 
Hole Tournament, sponsored by Hebron Demo-
crats. Alyson’s Dance Troupe will also be on site 
performing. 

Trick-or-Treat Participants Sought: TTCP is 
looking for individuals, non-profits, local compa-
nies, school and sports booster clubs to sign up 
and participate in trick-or-treating along Main 

Street (Route 66) at the festival. Trick-or-treating 
takes place on the north side only, and starts at 
5:30 pm. For more information contact TTCP’s 
trick-or-treating coordinator directly at claudia-
riley@comcast.net. 

Pumpkin-Carving Contest: To participate 
in the contest, bring your carved jack-o-lantern 
early to be displayed on the Pumpkin Tower, or 
later to help line the sidewalks. Pumpkins must be 
registered by 6:30 p.m. to be eligible for judging. 
Prizes range from $100 for first place to various 
gift cards for second and third. 

TTCP is an all-volunteer driven non-profit or-
ganization devoted to “reinventing the heart of 
Hebron.” For more information on the festival, 
visit thetowncenterproject.org and follow TTCP 
on Facebook at facebook.com/towncenterpro-
jectinc.

Burrows Hill Paving
The Town of Hebron Public Works De-

partment will conduct pavement main-
tenance on Burrows Hill Road the week 
of Oct. 25. Public Works said it expects 
lengthy construction delays and advises 
motorists to use an alternate route.

For more information, call Public Works 
at 860-228-2871.

Turkey Shoot at
Fish and Game Club

Skungamaug Fish and Game Club, lo-
cated at 423 Jones St., Amston, will hold 
Turkey Shoots each Sunday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
from Oct. 24-Nov. 21.

The shoots are open to the public. Re-
freshments available. Trap shooting also 
available. Bring your own equipment or use 
the club’s.

Trunk or Treat
All are invited to join the Hebron Parks and 

Recreation Department for a night of trunk-or-
treating, pumpkin-decorating, music, bounce 
houses, hot chocolate, wagon rides and more, 
on Friday, Oct. 29, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Burnt Hill Park. The event is free. 

Decorated vehicles needed. Call 860-530-
1281 to register a decorated car, and come pre-
pared with enough candy for approximately 
300 people.

Evening with
Joe Courtney

The Hebron Democratic Town Committee 
invites everyone to an evening with Congress-
man Joe Courtney at Blackledge Country Club, 
located at 180 West St., from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30. 

Donation of $40 per person includes admis-
sion to the event, appetizers from the Black-
ledge kitchen, and some trivia. Cash bar will be 
available. 

Visit Hebrondems.com to get your tickets. 
Donations go towards funding local elections.
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Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924

Largest 
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

You Can 
TRUST the ADVICE 

of our Trained, 
Knowledgeable and
Experienced Staff! 

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monro Shocks
• AC Delco
• Motocraft OEM Parts 
• Intersate Batteries
• RainX Wipers
• Car Wash Products
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com

860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653
Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 8-2

Locally Owned!  •  Family Operated!  •  Serving the Community for 23 years!

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

mark’s

auto
parts

Custom Colors
Filled Here!
Convert your 
Paint into an 

Aerosol!

Shop Mark’s United Auto Parts
This Holiday Season!

We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics 
Lifts, Creepers, Car Matts and Accessories 

for every driver in the family!
SHoP LoCAL!

Don’t Get Caught Powerless This Winter!
• Battery Chargers • Booster Packs
• Heavy Duty Car & Truck Batteries
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A Spray Gun 
in a Can!

Premium 1K &  
2K aerosoles  

for small  
damage repair.

860-537-2348
860-537-2349

95 South Main St • Colchester
www.MarksUnited.com  

Serving the Community for over 30 years

Charge 2 mobile devices on the go!

The PowerAll charges everything from cameras & 
portable gaming systems to Smart Phones & Tablets. 

It can even jump start a car battery!
And it has an integrated flashlight that can be used 

either as a continuous torch light or as an emergency 
“SOS” flashing signal light, all this in a compact, 

lightweight design.

Interstate
Heavy Duty 
Lawn & Garden Batteries
$2199

860-537-2348
860-537-2349

95 South Main St. • Colchester
www.MarksUnited.com

Serving the Community for over 30 years

INTERSTATE
Heavy Duty
Lawn & Tractor Batteries Outrageously Dependable™
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$2995starting 
at Floor Liners

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00-5:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Youth Football Recap

	 The Colchester Cougars’ C Squad beat Springfield last weekend, by a score of 19-6. 
Pictured are the C Squad’s cheerleaders. From left, back row, are Molly Busceto, Lily 
Cote, Chloe Welikson, Skyler Jones, Madison Raulukaitis; front row, Kaylee Krol. 
Kaya Struzik, Grace Wissler.

The Colchester Cougars youth football 
squads were in action last weekend. The B, C 
and D squads played Springfield, while the A 
Squad faced Stafford.  Here is how they fared:

D Squad:  Tied.  The Cougars fought hard 
and went into double overtime against the 
Longhorns.  The Offense was led by Jude Bil-
liott, Maverick Bernier and Ty Corraro.  Sam 
Gorman and Cam Brodeur played strong on de-
fense. As the D squad is instructional, no score 
was kept.

C Squad:    Won, 19-6.  Touchdowns were 
scored by Niko Ibrahim and TJ Garvie.  The 
offensive line was paramount in blocking and 
clearing the way for Cougar scores.  Casey Do-
nat and Brady Bigelow added some great runs, 
helping the Cougars to gain yard after yard on 
the Longhorns. Despite having only 11 players, 
the entire squad came together on defense, stop-
ping Springfield in their tracks.  The C- Squad 
plays next on 10/31 at Stafford.

B Squad:  Won, 34-6.  The Cougars trav-
eled to Springfield, Mass., for the first time 
ever.  The running attack was led by Edward 
Gignac, Dominic Helm, Noah Garvie, Luke 
Sands, Vinny Arrigoni and Charlie Gorman.  
The line play of James Wissler, Lily Anderson, 
Adam Bigelow and Ryan Browning was key in 
securing the Cougar victory.  On defense, the 
Cougars held Springfield to zero points until the 
last second by the fierce play of Alan Marshall, 
Max “bday boy” Sands, Jordan Darvas, Cody 
Obryon, Jameson Grant and Jacob Hashem.  
Special teams were highlighted when Chance 
“Bubba” Markovitz kicked the first extra point 
of the season.

A Squad:  Lost, 26-16.  Despite the hard run-
ning of Joey Gignac, and Riddick Burroughs, 
the Cougars weren’t able to get ahead of Staf-
ford’s defense.  Skip Coogan, Julian Dean, and 
MJ Therriaque had key tackles for losses.  Eli-
jah Anctil was 2-2 with points after kicks. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Upcoming Programs: Family Feud: Mon-
day, Oct. 25, 1 p.m. Two teams will face off 
against each other to try to guess the most popu-
lar answers to questions. The game is free, butg 
pre-registration is required.

Leaf-Peeping Trip: Thursday, Oct. 28, 10 
a.m. Take a bus trip, and check out the foli-
age along the way, to B.F. Clyde’s Cider Mill 
in Mystic. Bus will depart at 10 a.m. Tickets 
are $10 and include transportation and refresh-
ments. Space is limited.

Halloween Pizza Party and Costume Con-

test: Friday, Oct. 29, 11 a.m. Prizes will be 
given for funniest, spookiest, and best overall 
costumes. The festivities will be followed by a 
lunch of pizza, garden salad, a soft drink, and 
dessert. Tickets are $7 each. Register by Oct. 
22.

Alzheimer’s Association Caregivers Zoom 
Series: Mondays, Nov. 1-15, 6 p.m. November 
is National Family Caregivers Month, and the 
Colchester Commission on Aging invites all 
to a three-part series entitled “Living with Al-
zheimer’s: for Caregivers: Early Stages” Kris-
topher Sortwell, the Eastern Region director of 
education and outreach with the Alzheimer’s 
Association, Connecticut Chapter will be guest 
speaker throughout the series. Call the center 
for the Zoom links for these presentations.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sunday mornings at 9 
a.m.; masks required. For those wishing to wor-
ship from home, the service will be broadcast 
via Facebook Live each Sunday at 9 a.m. 

Worship videos are at www.colchesterfeder-
atedchurch.org under the Worship & Sermons 
tab. Updated information is also on the church’s 
Facebook page.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held dur-
ing worship from September through June. 
Children in grades pre-K through 8 are wel-
come. The nursery is located just off the sanctu-
ary. Visit the church website to register youth 
for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in 
the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Scarecrow Voting Info
Scarecrows are back on the Town Green, and 

voting is live via bit.ly/22ndscarecrowvoting. 
This event is cohosted by the Colchester 

Business Association and Colchester Parks and 
Recreation, and is in its 22nd year. People can 
cast their votes for funniest, scariest, and most 
imaginative scarecrow. Voting will run through 
Oct. 31, and the winners will be announced in 
the first week of November. 

If you can’t make it on the green to see the 
scarecrows in person, all entries are available 
for viewing in a gallery at the link above. 

Critical Race Theory
and Catholic Teaching

What is critical race theory (CRT)? All are 
invited on Thursday, Nov. 4, at 7 p.m., at St. 
Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave. Deacon Mi-
chael Puscas will conduct an interactive session 
which will explore and discuss the CRT theory 
and the teachings of the Catholic Church as it 
relates to people’s everyday lives.

Ladies Guild 2022 Trips 
Saint Andrew’s Ladies Guild is planning sev-

eral trips for the group and has opened the res-
ervations to the community. Trips for 2022 are: 

May 11-13: See Sight and Sounds Theatre’s 
new show, David. The trip includes transporta-
tion, two nights’ hotel, two breakfasts, two din-
ners, sightseeing and admissions per itinerary, 
including a ride on the Strasburg Railroad and 
visiting an actual Amish home. Cost is $585/
person double.

Aug. 14-15: Boston Pops on Old Cape Cod. 
Enjoy the music of the Boston Pops featuring 
Keith Lockhart and a celebrity guest conductor, 
enjoy cruising Hyannis Harbor and visit JFK 

Museum. Cost is $409/person double, and in-
cludes transportation, hotel, one breakfast, one 
dinner, sightseeing and admissions.

Sept. 3-18: Trans-Atlantic Cruise, visiting 
Copenhagen, Norway, Iceland, Greenland. You 
will be transported to Boston and fly to Copen-
hagen where you will board a Royal Caribbean 
ship to enjoy your trip of a lifetime. Cost starts 
at $2,999, including your flight. Travelers must 
follow the protocols set-in-place by the travel 
company.

For more information, call Barbara Gozzo at 
860-537-0179 or Cathy Russi at 860-887-9621.

Pasta Dinner in
Honor of Mrowka

All are invited to join the Colchester 
Democratic Town Committee for its annual 
pasta dinner, renamed in honor of the late 
Dorothy Mrowka, on Sunday, Oct. 24, from 
5-7 p.m., at the St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 
395 S. Main St. 

This dinner has been renamed Dot’s Pasta 
Dinner, as Mrowka began this annual fund-
raiser many years ago. Mrowka, a longtime 
Democratic registrar of voters in town and 
also heavily involved with the DTC and the 
Federation of Democratic Women, passed 
away in April at the age of 78.

Guests at Sunday’s pasta dinner will in-
clude Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz and other 
state and federal dignitaries. Tickets are $20 
each and can be purchased either at the door 
or at colchesterdemocrats.org under ‘Dona-
tions.’

Happy Fall

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415
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Don’t let the housing 
market scare you!

Call us and we can 
help you sell or buy 

your new home!
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Sales, Parts & Service

Fully Stocked
trailer Parts department

451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT
just off rte 2
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NEWLY OPENED!!!

TELEHEALTH now AvAiLAbLE!!!
SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE

Where Balance & Movement Rock! NO REFERRAL NEEDED! R
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wHAT wE CAn Do FoR YoU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

	 Champs!... Three Colchester Soccer Club Travel teams – U13 Girls Panthers, the 
U14/15 Girls Pride and the U10 Boys Thunder – were bracket champions at the recent 
Sylvie Poulin Columbus Day Classic Soccer tournament in Rocky Hill. Pictured here 
are the U14/15 Girls Pride. From left are, top row, Abby Stillwell, Skyelyn Schoen-
Rene, Makenna Diodato, Alannah Baehr, Madison Levasseur, Lanie McIlduff, Alyssa 
Blanchette, Lily Koziol and Leyia Hall; bottom row, Abby Daniewicz, Delaney Smith, 
Ana Koonankeil, Ashlyn Perra, Aubrey Nosal.

Scouting for Food
Scouting for Food (SFF) is the local area’s 

Boy Scout Troop and Cub Packs food collection 
drive to help Colchester’s needy families. 

The Colchester Scouts will distribute yellow 
plastic bags for the collection of non-perishable 
food donations to Colchester homes on Oct. 30. 
There will be a listing of items that can be do-
nated on or in each bag. 

Collection of donations done by the Scouts 
will be the following Saturday, Nov. 6, from 9 
a.m.-noon. All non-perishable items should be 
put outside before 9 a.m. next to mailboxes or 
in a place where Boy Scouts passing by on the 
street will see the donated items.

Scouting For Food items collected will be 
brought directly to the Colchester Food Bank.

Fire Calls
From Oct. 10-16, the Colchester Hayward 

Fire Department responded to 41 calls: 34 
emergency medical calls, three fire/fire-related 
calls, and four motor vehicle crashes. Calls in-
cluded:

Fire: outside fire, one; service calls, two. 	
Crashes: single-car, one; two-car, two; car vs. 

deer, one.
Medical: sick person, three; fall injury, three; 

cardiac distress, six; mental disorder, two; dif-
ficulty breathing, five; back pain, one; injured 
person, two; unconscious, four; bleeding, one; 
alcohol disorder, one; stroke, two; overdose, 
two.

CHFD provided mutual aid twice, once each 
to Marlborough and Hebron. It received mutual 
aid four times – twice from Gardner Lake and 

once each from East Hampton and Marlbor-
ough.

CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 
seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker 
signs are also available to order in blue or green, 
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are 
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., 
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘de-
partments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

National Drug
Take-Back Day

Colchester Youth and Social Services and 
the Colchester Police will host the next lo-
cal iteration of the National Drug Take-Back 
Day this Saturday, Oct. 23, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

There will be prescription drug lock box-
es and bags, as well as information for safe 
medication storage and disposal.

The National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day is designed to help folks safely 
and anonymously dispose of expired or un-
wanted prescription drugs, and stop them 
from falling into the hands of family and 
friends.

Alzheimer’s Program
for Caregivers

November is National Family Caregivers 
Month and, in partnership with the Colchester 
Senior Center, the Commission on Aging in-
vites all to a three-part series entitled “Living 
with Alzheimer’s: For Caregivers: Early Stag-
es.” 

Kristopher Sortwell, MSW, CBIS, Eastern 
Region Director of Education and Outreach, 
Alzheimer’s Association Connecticut Chapter, 
will present the series via Zoom Mondays, Nov. 
1, 8 and 15, at 6 p.m.

This series is designed to provide practical 
answers to the questions that arise in the early 
stage. Learn what you can do to cope with the 
changes that come with an early-stage diagno-
sis.

Call the Colchester Senior Center for the 
Zoom link at 860-537-3911.

New Play and
Learn Group

The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children 
(C3) is offering a new outdoor play and learn 
group, Baby and Me, for children up to age two 
with their caregiver, on Mondays at 1 p.m. at 
Ruby and Elizabeth Cohen Woodlands. 

The program will provide families with so-
cially-distanced activities including music, fin-
ger plays, rhymes and gentle movement. 

To learn more or to register, visit colches-
terc3.jumbula.com/#/joyful-noises-fall.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., Zoom; Shab-

bat morning hybrid service, 10 a.m. hybrid 
service; Tuesday, Talmud class, 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom.

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday; 10:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Tuesday; 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednes-
day; and 9 a.m.-noon Friday. 

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 
for Harrington Court

The Greater Norwich Area Chamber of Com-
merce invites all to a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
of Complete Care – Harrington Court, 59 Har-
rington Court, on Friday, Oct. 29, from 8-9 a.m. 

Abundant Life Church 
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more 

information, call 860-537-3082 or visit 
AbundantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also Children’s Church available for ages 
4-11. All are welcome.

The main service is also broadcast live each 
week on Facebook. Visit www.facebook.com/
groups/abundantlifeCT or look for the church 
on Facebook. For more information, call the 
church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call 
the church to be placed on the prayer list. You 
may also ask about the various days and times 
the prayer groups meet and come at that time. 

Absentee Ballots Available for Election
The Colchester town clerk’s office has absen-

tee ballots for Nov. 2 municipal election avail-
able from now through Nov. 1.

For an application for a ballot, go to tinyurl.
com/95nwmskb. You must be a current Colches-
ter voter at the time of the application. After the 
town clerk’s office receives the completed ap-
plication, you will be given an absentee ballot 
to fill out. People who apply in person can fill 
out the ballot at that time or take it with you to 
return within the specified period.

There are multiple ways to deliver a fully 
filled-out ballot and enclosed envelopes. If de-
livered in person, it must be delivered to the 
town clerk no later than Monday, Nov. 1, at 4:30 

p.m.; if delivered in person by a family mem-
ber or qualified designee, it must reach the town 
clerk’s office by the end of polls on Election 
Day; if delivered by mail it must be received no 
later than 4:30 p.m. Election Day; and if placing 
in the Election Drop Box, it must be deposited 
by the end of polls on Election Day.

A qualified designee includes: a person car-
ing for you because of your illness, including 
but not limited to a licensed physician or a reg-
istered practical nurse; a police officer in Col-
chester; or a registrar of voters or deputy regis-
trar of voters in Colchester.

For more information, call the town clerk’s 
office at 860-537-7215.
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232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
We

Sell!

34 Williams Crossing – Go green with 
solar! Very clean 3 bedroom 2 bath country 
Cape, fully furnished and yes all furniture 
is negotiable. Partially finished lower level 
offers added utility, and of course low utility 

Lebanon reduCed to $317,000

Call Paul for details 
860-537-5400

cost thanks to solar panels. Set on 1.48 acres idyllic setting. 

Open Saturday 11am-1pm

Inventory has never been lower.
Now is the best time to list!

Call Today!!

remOdeled COlOnial near CBd

438 Silver Lane – Newer roof, remodeled 
kitchen & baths, updated electric & 
plumbing, newer gas boiler. 3 bedroom w/ 
walk up attic. Fully enclosed front porch. 
Close to Raytheon / Pratt & Whitney, I 84, 

eaSt Hartford  $249,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

RT 2, & RT 15. Great location. Come view before it’s gone!

new at HigHwOOd CirCle!

3 Highwood Circle – Homes at 
Highland Woods don’t last and for 
good reason. 3 Generous bedrooms, 
HW floors, professionally landscaped 
yard. Low HOA fees and close to 

CoLCHeSter  $314,900

Call nick for details
860-334-2868

town, highways and 2 award-winning casinos.

COming SOOn

Louis Lane – Quiet cul-de-sac 
location, Hardwood floors, open 
floor plan, fire place, privacy, 
remodeled kitchen, newer roof. 

CoLCHeSter $244,900

for more info, text
nick Long 860-334-2868
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
or

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 10/28/2021.
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QUALiTy SeAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Dine in or Take Out

Dine in 
Open
nOw!

From the Superintendent’s Desk… 
Shortly after adopting our mission statement in 2019, “We create innovative thinkers for a 

dynamic world,” we established several key concepts which were central to our vision for the 
district: 

-- All students are able to think deeply and generate ideas and/or solutions in response to 
challenging, authentic problems; and 

-- All students grow academically, socially, and emotionally because of a safe and support-
ive community.

On Oct. 12, the Board of Education endorsed a draft of the school year 2022-23 budget 
priorities. The focus of strengthen, grow and sustain, central to the budget priorities, continues 
to advance our vision for the district. The 2022-23 budget priorities are:

Strengthen
-- Strengthen the district’s intervention program personnel, data support, and time. 
-- Continue to be the pride of the community by leading the region in outstanding and in-

novative instruction that engages students and the community as a whole.
Grow
-- Enhance the district’s capacity to address the social, emotional, and physical needs of our 

students.
-- Build and create a funding plan for long-term facilities projects to address the significant 

needs of district buildings.
-- Review and implement a human resources data management and work efficiencies plan.
-- Plan for end of grant funding for preschool and intervention personnel.
-- Plan for Education Cost Sharing funding reduction in the 2023-2024 budget.
Sustain
-- Continue to fund current intervention strategies, personnel, professional development, 

and meeting time.
-- Continue to implement long-range and sustainable school safety and security plan with 

additional needs identified in the capital improvement plan.
-- Continue to fund existing facility needs to ensure our buildings are appropriately main-

tained.
-- Continue to fund the long-range and sustainable technology plan.
Many of the priorities listed above have been funded through ESSER and ARPA funding 

and will continue to be for the next two years. We will continue to provide updates on the 
budget process over the coming months. The public can provide input at our regular meetings, 
budget workshops, and through email at budget@colchesterct.org.

Jeffrey E. Burt
Superintendent, Colchester Public Schools

New Online Offering for Town Clerk
Cloud-based software provider Permitium 

and the Colchester town clerk’s office has an-
nounced the office is now utilizing VitalDirec-
tor, an online solution that offers the citizens of 
Colchester the ability to manage the processing, 
payment, and issuance of birth, death and mar-
riage certificates online. 

Town Clerk Gayle Furman made the self-
service option available to residents earlier this 
month.

“We have partnered with Permitium to give 
the Town of Colchester a fast, easy, and afford-
able way for our citizens to request certified 
copies of birth, death, and marriage certificates 
online,” Furman said. “The ordering process 
with VitalDirector ensures statute compliance, 
accelerates turnaround time, increases security, 

automates, tracks, organizes, and streamlines 
vital record ordering for applicants in the Town 
of Colchester.

Permitium’s managing partner, Matt Solo-
mon, said, “I am excited to announce the part-
nership with the Town of Colchester. I admire 
the pivot that Gayle made by recognizing the re-
cent demand for their citizens to have the abil-
ity to order vital records online. The solution 
allows citizens to initiate the request for vital 
records through a common interface for walk-in 
and online application submissions. VitalDirec-
tor aligns with their priority of keeping their 
staff and citizens safe while providing the best 
service possible.”

Visit the town clerk’s page at www.colches-
terct.gov for more information.

CYSS News and Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or more information, contact CYSS 
at 860-537-7255 or youthservices@colches-
terct.gov. Register for programs online at www.
colchesterct.gov/youth-social-services. 

Half Day Hooray: For children in grades 
K-5 during professional development shortened 
days. Half Day Hooray takes place right at the 
child’s school and includes STEAM-related 
performances, hands-on activities, take-home 
crafts and more. Each session is $10. Register 
online. The programs are: Dec. 10: Holiday 
Hooplah; Jan. 14: Winter Wonderland; Feb. 18: 
Funky February; March 24: March Madness; 
May 27: Last Blast. 

Youth Center Activities – Drop-In: 2-4 

p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays, for grades 6-8. 
During Drop-In, kids can have a snack, read/do 
homework, play pool, air hockey, video games 
or basketball, work on crafts, and more. Stu-
dents will receive instructions for online regis-
tration at their first visit; they must be registered 
online to attend again. 	

After School Adventures: Tuesdays, 2-4 
p.m., through the end of the school year. Grades 
6-8 are invited to the Youth Center after school 
for fun activities and even some trips.

Youth Action Council: Thursdays, 2:15-4 
p.m., for grades 7-12. As a member of the coun-
cil, students will have the opportunity to engage 
with town leaders, travel to regional conferenc-
es, create activities for teens, and more. Regis-
ter online. 

CT Bearcats
Seeks Players 

The CT Bearcats of Colchester and East 
Haddam is seeking 9U players for the spring/
summer baseball season. To be eligible, play-
ers cannot turn 10 years old until after May 1, 
2022.

Anyone interested should contact Coach Rob 
Corraro at TMBA22@hotmail.com.

Stars, Socks & Stripes
Bacon Academy senior Sam Blumberger is 

collecting new packages or pairs of socks for 
his “Stars, Socks & Stripes” sock donation 
drive, which will run until Friday, Nov. 5. 

Blumberger will donate the socks to the 
American Legion, with the goal of helping to 
keep area veterans warm during the winter.  

Donations will be collected at Bacon Acad-
emy,  Cragin Memorial Library and Town Hall.  

DTC Holding Raffle
The Colchester Democratic Town Committee 

is holding a raffle, with the grand prize being 
a $200 gift card. Second and third prizes will 
each be $50 gift cards.

Cost is $5 per ticket, and the drawing will 
take place Sunday, Oct. 24, at 6 p.m., at the Dot 
Mrowka Pasta Dinner. 

Proceeds benefit the 2021 Colchester Demo-
cratic candidates. Email RaffleTicketsNov2@
gmail.com to purchase tickets. Cash/Venmo ac-
cepted. 

Toastmasters
Meet Biweekly

All are invited to practice their public speak-
ing with the Air Line Trail Toastmasters, Chapter 
6976, which meets via Zoom on the second and 
fourth Thursday of the month from 6:30-8 p.m.

Contact Tom Moreno at 860-917-7472 for 
more information, or visit www.airlinetrails.
toastmastersclubs.org.

Thanksgiving Drive
Rotary Foundation and Liberty Bank is again 

holding a Thanksgiving meal drive to help 
needy families in the Colchester community.

The foundation and Liberty Bank are joining 
forces with more than 40 Rotary clubs to supply 
a turkey and all the fixings for our neighbors in 
need. You can help by purchasing paper turkey 
legs at Noel’s and Westchester markets or by 
making a donation at any Liberty Bank branch.  
Liberty Bank’s foundation will add 25 cents for 
every dollar you give.  

Youth Basketball 
Registration Open 

Registration is open for students in grades 
one through high school to participate in the 
recreation or travel basketball programs offered 
by Colchester Youth Basketball. 

Registration for the travel basketball program 
closes Oct. 31, and registration for the recre-
ation basketball program closes Nov. 13.
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Synthetic oil not included. Coupon good through 
10/31/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating
27 Years

in Colchester R
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$2895
Plus Tax

Change Oil Filter
Change Engine Oil
Check All Fluid Levels
Get Tire Pressure
Inspect Air & Fuel Filter
Inspect Belts & Hoses

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

Check our Quality

Serviced Pre-Owned

Vehicle Selection
$5988 and Under

SPECIAL

Coupon good through 10/31/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

A/C Service Special! 
$20.00 OFF
EvANs AuTOmOTIvE
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please call for an appointment
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

variable discount coupon
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 off Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 off Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 off Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 off Any purchase

of $200 or more

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks extra. 
Synthetic & specialty oils slightly higher. $2.00 charge 

for fluid disposal. Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

With Your passport card – $21.95

oil/filter & lube
super special

$2695

537-2331 • 889-0304
Route 85

ColChester PerformAnCe
lIft KIts InstAlleD!

	 The Thunder Rolls… Three Colchester Soccer Club Travel teams – U13 Girls Pan-
thers, the U14/15 Girls Pride and the U10 Boys Thunder – were bracket champions 
at the recent Sylvie Poulin Columbus Day Classic Soccer tournament in Rocky Hill. 
Pictured here are the U10 Boys Thunder. From left are, back row, Coach Jay Perra, 
Ryder Michaud, Zachary Martino, Jake Ward, Coach Mike Christoff, Zachary Mar-
shall, Declan Gorreck; front row, Calvin Rossman, Cooper Perra, Camden Christoff, 
Christian Ingalla, Max Reinholtz.

Kyle’s Smile
Memorial 5K

A 5K race will be held Saturday, Oct. 30, 
to honor the memory of Kyle Ashley. Pro-
ceeds raised from the race will help support 
purchasing new playground equipment at 
the Colchester RecPlex.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. at Town 
Hall, rain or shine. To register and learn 
more about Kyle’s Smile, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department/pages/
kyles-smile-5k-road-race.

Special Info Session
on Senior Center

The Colchester Senior Center will hold a 
special session for the residents of Ponemah 
Village to talk about the proposed new senior 
center on Monday, Oct. 25, at 1:30 p.m. 

All are invited to meet with members of the 
Senior Center Building Committee and learn 
about this project. 

Register if you need a ride, by calling 860-
537-3911.

Last Regular Voter 
Registration Session

On Tuesday, Oct. 26, there will be voter 
registration from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. This is the last day 
to register to vote in the Nov. 2 municipal 
election. 

Senior Trip to Chicken 
Restaurant, Casino

Colchester Senior Center is organizing a trip 
to Wright’s Chicken Farm in Rhode Island, fol-
lowed by a stop at Twin River Casino, on Thurs-
day, March 24, 2022, departing at 10:15 a.m. 

At Wright’s, dine on home-cooked baked 
chicken, pasta with homemade sauce, signature 
French fries, and salad with Wright’s family 
recipe dressing. Spend the afternoon at Twin 
River Casino with over 4,000 slot machines and 
live table games. 

Cost is $92 per person, and space is limited. 
Reservations should be made in person at the 
senior center, 95 Norwich Ave., and are avail-
able to members of the Colchester Senior Cen-
ter on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Call the senior center at 860-537-3911 for 
more information.

Cragin Book Club
to Meet

The Cragin Book Club will meet Monday, 
Oct. 25 at 6 p.m., at Cragin Memorial Library, 
8 Linwood Ave.

This month, participants will read Dear 
Child by Romy Hausmann. Copies are avail-
able for checkout at the Adult Circulation Desk. 
For updates on the program, sign up at tinyurl.
com/cmlbookclub. 

The program is free and open to the public. 
For more information, call the library at 860-
537-7200.

Westchester Church 
Snowflake Bazaar

Westchester Congregational Church will 
host its annual Snowflake Bazaar at Markham 
Meadows Campground at 9 Markham Rd. in 
East Hampton from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 6.

The “Cookies by the Pound” table will be 
back, as will the luncheon menu with full safety 
precautions in place. Fifteen vendors will be 
there as well as raffles, crafts and more. 

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com.

New England’s Other Witch Hunt
On Sunday, Oct. 24, at 4 p.m., the Colchester 

Historical Society is sponsoring a Zoom pre-
sentation by state historian Walt Woodward, en-
titled “New England’s Other Witch Hunt.”

Everyone knows about the witch hunt at Sa-
lem, Mass., in 1692. But not all know that in 
the years before Salem, Connecticut was New 
England’s fiercest witch prosecutor. The first 
person hanged for witchcraft in New England 
came from Windsor, and every single person in-
dicted for witchcraft in Connecticut in its early 
years was convicted and hanged.

Woodward brings this story to life in a lecture 
that begins with the Protestant Reformation and 
traces its history all the way through the Hart-
ford Witch hunt of the 1660s – a nightmare of 

trials and executions that preceded Salem by 
a generation. He also shows how Connecticut 
Gov. John Winthrop Jr. and his friend the Rev. 
Gershom Bulkeley intervened to transform 
Connecticut from New England’s most aggres-
sive witch hunter to a colony that completely 
ended executions for witchcraft 30 years before 
they even began at Salem.

Along the way, Woodward answers all those 
questions you’ve wondered about the early 
witch hunts and explains why almost everyone 
in the 1600s believed that witchcraft was very 
real, and terribly dangerous.

For a link to the Zoom presentation, email 
mail@colchesterhistory.org.

Poetry Contest
for Children

The Colchester Garden Club is inviting area 
students in grades K-9 to share their nature ex-
periences, thoughts and knowledge about birds 
by creating an original poem for the National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. Poetry Contest. This year’s 
poetry contest theme is “Sing with the Song 
Birds – Exploring the Glory of Nature.”

Flyers and entry forms may be picked up at 
the Cragin Memorial Library Children’s Circu-
lation Desk or requested by email from colches-
tergardenclub@yahoo.com. Contest deadline 
is Dec. 1, with awards and recognition being 
made in spring 2022. 

For rules and more information, contact the 
Colchester Garden Club at colchestergarden-
club@yahoo.com or call 860-267-4471.Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, 98 
Cemetery Rd., has lifted most COVID-19 re-
strictions for in-person worship services on 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Masks are not required for 
those who are fully vaccinated against COV-
ID-19. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit the church website at westchestercong-
church.org for login information. 

The church has a small white wooden Bless-
ings Box in its lower parking lot, with non-
perishable food items and other items. All are 
welcome to give or take a few items. 

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com, visit the church website, 
or call 860-267-6711.
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STOP

You owe it to yourself not to be left behind.
Call to reserve your spot: 860.754.7440

www.retirify.com/class
Sponsored by Retirify LLC  860.754.7440

Your Savings 
from Leaking!

•	 Learn	how	Bitcoin	can	Boost	your	Retirement	Savings.
•	Learn	what	Bitcoin	is	from	seasoned	professionals.		
•	Learn	how	to	build	digital	wealth.		
•	Learn	Why	NOW	is	the	time	to	profit	from
	 the	Internet	of	Money.
•	Learn	how	to	setup	your	own	private	Bitcoin	wallet.
•	Learn	Why	VISA,	Mastercard	and	Paypal	are	all	using	Bitcoin.

Limited seating presentation at East Hampton Center
$20 – Choose: 10/19, 10/26 or 11/2

Tuesday evenings: 6:45-8:00
No sales or obligation, just valuable 

information about your money.

Dick’s Barber Shop
By Appointment Only

Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE3-5-21

RE 6-11-21

& more

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
★ Letters cont. from page 9

Refreshing
To the Editor:

It’s refreshing to see new candidates, along with 
our incumbent candidates, who are excited to repre-
sent the residents of East Hampton! It is encouraging 
to see new faces with fresh ideas, willing to step up 
and serve.

As our town continues to grow, we need to em-
brace change while we continue to balance our 
town’s needs and wants, protect our community 
through public safety investments, and ensure that 
parents’ concerns regarding mandates are heard. 

We cannot settle for the ‘same ole same.’ It’s time 
to vote for fresh and collaborative ideas! Vote Row 
B on Nov. 2!

Deborah A. Cunningham – East Hampton
Candidate for Board of Assessment Appeals

Appalling
Dear Portland Residents:

This past week our community witnessed an ugly 
situation unfold on social media. The Republican 
Town Committee chair, Tim Lavoy, and town clerk 
and Republican first selectman candidate, Ryan Cur-
ley, led a coordinated attack against the Portland 
Democrats for distributing absentee ballot applica-
tions – a legal and common practice done by Repub-
lican and Democratic town committees across the 
state.

The Democratic Town Committee made a good-
faith effort to help voters who might be unable to get 
to the polls be able to cast their vote. We adhered to 
guidelines provided by the secretary of the state’s of-
fice, forwarded to us in an email from the town clerk 
on Oct. 7.

We want to assure voters who have already sub-
mitted or plan to submit an absentee ballot applica-
tion that Mr. Curley is required by law to honor it 
and send you your ballot. Your vote is valid and will 
be counted.

It is deeply concerning that instead of following 
proper procedure to address his concern, our town 
clerk’s first move was to contact the chair of his own 
political party and coordinate a politically-motivated 
attack for his own personal political gain. Given his 
obvious conflict of interest, Mr. Curley should recuse 
himself. The people of Portland deserve to know that 
our votes are being carefully counted. How can we 
be assured of this when our town clerk’s actions over 

Public Debates are Important
To the Editor:

I was disappointed to hear that the debate at Bacon 
Academy between incumbent Mary Bylone and An-
dreas Bisbikos was canceled! Mr. Bisbikos canceled 
for reasons only he knows!

As an educator who has said that he managed 
1,000 students, a remarkable achievement in itself, 
should know the importance of students participat-
ing in government and that this would have been a 
valuable learning experience for students in our com-
munity! After all, they are our future!!

Mr.Bisbikos has stated that he believes in transpar-
ency! Well, here was his opportunity to do so!

Concerned Citizen,
Catherine Ryan – Colchester

Going with Giannelli
To the Editor:

We have had the pleasure of knowing Liz Giannelli 
for the past two years. Liz genuinely cares about our 
community and the children she teaches. Her dedi-
cation to the improvement of everyone she interacts 
with is admirable. Liz has had over ten years of teach-
ing, she has a great understanding and knowledge of 
the importance of education. She has taken the time 
to form fundraisers with the MOMS Club of Marl-
borough to not only raise money for our community 
but to help bring our community together. 

Marlborough needs someone who listens, under-
stands, and continues to fight for not only our com-
munity but for our children. Liz’s dedication for 
learning and growing is remarkable. We will be vot-
ing for Liz as well because “a vote for Liz is a vote for 
our children’s future.”

Sincerely,
Alyssa Durbin and Daniel Cavanna

Marlborough

Stolfi for BOE
To the Editor:

On Nov. 2, I ask the voters of Marlborough to sup-
port Susan Stolfi, my mother, for reelection to the 
Marlborough Board of Education. My mom has been 
a part of both the RHAM and Marlborough BOE for 

Picking Plourde
To the Editor:

I am writing as a private citizen to endorse and en-
courage other residents of Marlborough to consider 
supporting Jeffrey Plourde for Marlborough Board of 
Finance in November 2021. Having known Jeff as a 
neighbor and friend since 2017, I believe he would 
be a great asset to the board of finance. Having previ-
ously served on the Board of Finance myself, I know 
Jeff has the right mix of collaborative skill, attention 
to detail and strong desire to do what is best for the 
citizens of Marlborough to be a highly impactful 
member of the team.

Over the past years as his neighbor, I’ve witnessed 
Jeff to be a person who values family, hard work and 
commitment to his neighbors. In addition to being 
the kind of board member that will be able to effec-
tively collaborate and compromise, Jeff brings with 
him professional credentials and experience that will 
serve him well on the board. His more than 14 years 
of professional experience across revenue and regula-
tory competencies will bring a wealth of experience 
that will add great value to the work of the board.

The most important attributes of a Board of Fi-
nance member are the ability to quickly grasp finan-
cial and related data, combined with the ability to 
listen to and work with others. Jeff will excel in both 
areas. I encourage you to vote Plourde for Board of 
Finance in November 2021.

Sincerely,
Scott Fleeher – Marlborough 

Note: Fleeher is director of emergency manage-
ment for Marlborough, but said he is writing as an 
individual.

Opportunity and Risk
Dear Colchester Residents:

We are at a critical juncture for the future of our 
small town. As we reach the other side of this pan-
demic, there are opportunities and risks that our 
Board of Finance must meet.

Federal grant funds are a chance to invest in our 
community without burdening local taxpayers. How-
ever, these funds are temporary. BOF needs to make 
sure our long term capital plan remains sustainable 
after these funds are used. We must balance our 
budget. Rainy day funds cannot sustain the budget 
forever. Next year, the town will start receiving over 
$400K in new revenue from Bloom Energy. First, this 
revenue must be used to reduce reliance on the unas-
signed fund balance.

We have an opportunity to escape this pandemic 
with improved town services, improved public safety 
with our fire department, improved town facilities, 
and increasing economic development. Thanks to ef-
forts led by First Selectman Mary Bylone, Colchester 
will leave the pandemic better than we entered it. We 
would squander these accomplishments if we fail to 
budget responsibly.

Support Bylone for First Selectman 
To the Editor:

At every turn of this pandemic, Mary Bylone re-
lied on her nursing skills and years of experience as 
a health care professional to make sure families and 
seniors had the support they needed and keep our 
businesses open. As first selectman, Mary put the 
infrastructure in place for Colchester’s long-term re-
covery and success.

- Colchester is one of only a few towns in the state 
with a Long Term Recovery Committee;

- Many new business entities opened in the first 
half of 2021;

- Mary continues to meet with businesses and find 
solutions that ensure their success, and safety of pa-
trons and staff;

- Mary continues to bring more COVID-19 vac-

Running for BAA
To the Editor:

My name is Koreen Ryan and I am running for the 
town of Marlborough Board of Assessment Appeals 
(BAA). I have been a Marlborough resident for more 
than 30 years and am very much looking forward to 
serving the town on this board. I have spent my adult 
life here in Marlborough, raising two children with 
my husband and have been in the mortgage business 
since graduating with a BS in economics. We are cur-
rently in our 18th year of owning our mortgage com-
pany in Marlborough.

As a local mortgage broker/owner and real estate 
agent I have exposure to many of the types of appeals 
brought before the board. I have the financial back-
ground and experience to fairly decide issues that 
come before the board. If elected I promise to be dili-
gent and conscientious during my term on the BAA 
and looking forward to working with the other mem-
bers of the Board to ensure that our residents will 
have their tax assessment appeals fairly considered.

Please vote on Nov. 2 and I would appreciate your 
vote for me on the Board of Assessment Appeals.

Koreen Ryan – Marlborough

Supports Fraulino
To the Editor:

As we all begin to consider the candidates running 
for our local offices, I believe it is most important 
to consider the values that we want in our represen-
tatives and how those values will impact the future 
of our towns. Specifically, in choosing a candidate 
for the RHAM Board of Education, I am looking 
for someone who has our children’s best interests 
in mind and can objectively consider all sides when 
making decisions that affect them. 

As a newcomer to local politics, I believe Carey 
Fraulino would be an excellent addition to this board. 
I first met Carey while she was helping in my son’s 
kindergarten classroom several years ago. It was 
there that I was first able to see how invested she is in 
the growth and development of our children. She has 
shown kindness, fairness and honesty in her interac-
tions with my children. I have seen how she encour-
ages them to speak openly, yet respectfully, about 
their experiences and to be brave enough to share 
their point of view. I have also seen firsthand the evi-
dence that she has taught these values to her own chil-
dren by how they treat others. I have also seen how 
she will go to bat to make sure her children are being 
heard and treated fairly in the school system.

In my conversations with Carey, she is respect-
ful of my opinions, even if they differ from her own 
viewpoint. She remains engaged, open-minded and 
asks the appropriate questions needed to understand 
different points of view. She is conscientious, honest 
and capable. These qualities are what I believe will 
make her a valuable member of the Board of Educa-
tion.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Williams – Marlborough

Going forward, we can strategically deploy federal 
funds and use targeted town funds to support initia-
tives that we know our critical: improving economic 
development, building a new Senior Center, improv-
ing our RecPlex, preserving open space, and support-
ing our schools. However, we will need to balance 
these against budgetary constraints and the need to 
keep taxes affordable for residents of all income lev-
els and ages.

Balance is the mission of the Board of Finance. As 
a member, I have fought for balance for my two years 
on the BOF and I will continue that fight if elected 
to continue serving on Nov. 2. Please consider cast-
ing your vote for Bernard Dennler III for Board of 
Finance, on Nov. 2.

Bernard Dennler III – Colchester

the last week lead us to believe we cannot trust his 
integrity or his ability to remain impartial in execut-
ing his job?

The Republicans are attacking votes by mail just 
like Donald Trump did for over a year. It is appalling 
to see the local GOP enact the same divisive, danger-
ous tactics in Portland.

Sincerely,
Brian O’Connor, Chair

Portland Democratic Town Committee 

vide the citizens of Colchester with the protection 
and service we need. To do that, the Board of Finance 
removed everything else from the town budget. She 
also supported and advocated for the Fire Apparatus 
replacement that was passed by the town. Two impor-
tant decisions for Colchester.

This year, Mary put in her budget $214,973 for 
funding for playground equipment, field irrigation 
(also removed last year), fixing the basketball court, 
new roof on the youth center, and roof on the RecPlex 
pavilion. While these items raised the bottom line of 
the budget, it was the right thing to do and bring atten-
tion to the town’s ignored needs. Even though these 
items were removed from the budget, they will be 
funded with ARPA dollars. Mary is a leader willing 
to make the right and tough decisions for Colchester.

Mary brings experience and qualifications to this 
position. If Colchester were hiring a town manager, 
what are the qualifications we would be seeking? 
Mary’s qualifications: two years on the job oversee-
ing a multi-million-dollar town budget and over 20 
administrative departments; retired regional vice 
president for patient care services and chief nursing 
officer supervising over 1,800 people; former small 
business owner; former member, Colchester Board of 
Education; and active member of the Colchester Li-
ons Club, Business Association, Garden Club, Land 
Trust and Historical Society.

The choice is clear. Vote for Mary Bylone and the 
Democratic team on Row A.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester 

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester Board 
of Selectmen, but said she is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

American Independent Party
To the Editor:

A reminder to the voters of Portland: Four or five 
issues ago I told of President Biden’s blunder on the 
Keystone Pipeline shutdown. I also said it may not 
help now but to complete, it may help down the road 
– “insurance.” The barrel is now over $80. Gas is 
$3.25 per gallon. And, fuel oil is up; I don’t know the 
price – call your dealer.

Now we have Mr. Tripp, another outsider, on how 
he’s going to fix our water problem, which has been 
seen coming for many years. (Blinders on?) Mrs. 
Bransfield has been busy with her “projects” – the 
town park (with huge cost overruns) and sidewalk 
fixes (with no civil engineer), which left me with 
water coming both on my front walk and driveway 
(which can turn to ice when it’s cold), both of which 
Mrs. Bransfield refutes; no one ever used the word 
‘refute’ to me in my whole life, except this “outsider” 
politician.

Voters of Portland – make up your own mind and 
don’t listen to the “dribble.”

I hope you people enjoyed my “banner” for six 
weeks; that’s all the time I could get.

A veteran and lifelong resident ready to serve 
again,

Sincerely,
Lambros Lambrinides – Portland

P.S. Look at your recent water bill and send a note 
to Mrs. Bransfield and maybe a note to Mr. Tripp.

the past six years now. She was inspired to join the 
BOE team to help support our community’s voices, 
wants and needs using her skills of understanding and 
leadership. 

My mom is an extremely hard worker who has 
been working for the same financial banking com-
pany for the past 23 years, showing her loyalty and 
reliability through her work. My mom has always 
instilled in my siblings and me to always do the right 
thing and to carry ourselves with kindness and hon-
esty. She works through every scenario in life looking 
to do the right thing. One thing that is special about 
my mother is that she is an amazing listener; before 
forming her own opinion and implementing decisions 
she first listens to others. On the Board of Education, 
her first priority is always the children. 

My mother, Susan Stolfi, is exactly what this town 
deserves. She is a passionate, caring, honest, and reli-
able person who will always work her hardest to cre-
ate a positive impact on the Marlborough Board of 
Education for our young learners. Please join me on 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, and vote for Susan Stolfi for the lo-
cal Board of Education. 

Caterina Stolfi – Marlborough

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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We Need To Talk…
Is it time to think about Medicare?

*Are you planning to retire?
*Are you retired and turning 65?

*Are you over 65 and losing insurance?

Let’s schedule an appointment and talk.
There is no charge for my service.

Cynthia DelFavero
860-922-5691 • cynthia@mededcon.com C
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It’s Personal
To the Editor:

Mary Bylone has had an extensive career in nurs-
ing. Anyone who has had to endure a hospital stay or 
trip to the ER understands that a high level of care 
and compassion by nursing staff is essential to keep-
ing a patient calm and getting on the road to recovery. 

Clean Up Politics
To the Editor:

As a licensed environmental/public health profes-
sional for 30 years, working to clean up the environ-
ment for the state of Connecticut, cities and munici-
palities, NGOs, and 100s of private sector businesses, 
it’s time to clean up local politics. Both parties spread 
disinformation and pander to gain votes. I’m a self-
funded campaign and I’m not asking the hard-work-
ing people of Colchester for one cent to fund my 
campaign...not during a pandemic, like the two-party 
candidates. I am a conservative businessman running 
for office to manage this town like a business which 
the town residents deserve.

Unlike my opponents, I’ve been a taxpaying resi-
dent for 35 years and have not seen much in the way 
of “Tradition Meeting Tomorrow,” nor are there plans 
by the two candidates to do so in a significant way. 
We need fiscally-sustainable growth in this town to 
secure our future. Not pandering over issues that will 
leave us behind compared to other municipalities of 
similar demographics and population. 

I look forward to your vote as a write-in candidate 
for first selectman on Nov. 2. Colchester First! Visit 
my campaign at www.facebook.com/jeffduigoucol-
chesterfirst.

Respectfully,
Jeff Duigou – Colchester

Candidate for First Selectman

Backing Barella
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Kerri Barella for the 
Marlborough Board of Education. Our school system 
is one of the top reasons families move to our town. 
It is important to have individuals dedicated to our 
children and their education.

In the six years that I’ve known Kerri, she has vol-
unteered for multiple board positions in the MOMS 
Club of Marlborough, as well as been on the Marl-
borough Elementary School (MES) Advisory Coun-
cil and the MES Reopening Committee. She suc-
cessfully handled anything that was thrown at her. 
Kerri’s background in educational as well as special 
education would be an asset to this board. Listening 
and giving practical feedback are two of her many 
strengths. 

I am confident that Kerri’s knowledge, passion and 
dedication would benefit the Marlborough Board of 
Education, our school and our children.

Cheryl Benedetto
Marlborough Resident and Parent

Make the Right Choice
To the Editor:

The Colchester Republicans for Board of Educa-
tion team was grateful for the opportunities given by 
the CBA and AARP to meet with the community. 
At the AARP forum we were fortunate to have been 
asked a very important question regarding one of our 
platform issues. We have some wonderful and caring 
teachers and administrators in our town! 

We know teachers have academic freedom; how-
ever, academic freedom is not an excuse for crossing 
the line by subjecting students to one set of political 
beliefs. This fails to create a well-rounded and open 
minded individual. At the same time, it erodes the 
trust parents have placed in their child’s teachers. We 
believe this issue needs to be addressed. Parents have 
been vocal regarding this concern. We would like to 
see a conversation begin with administrators and edu-
cators. 

This is one of many reasons we all decided to 
come together and run for the four positions open 
on the Colchester Board of Education. We as a team 
would like to see educators focus on basic curriculum 
and when faced with political issues, if necessary, 
give both sides equal representation and let our chil-
dren think for themselves, have discussions amongst 
themselves and come to their own conclusions.

We don’t believe any parent’s concerns should 
ever be dismissed, especially by a Board of Educa-
tion member. It is important to have members on the 
Board of Education who are invested in our school 
system. Donna and Margo are parents with children 
in our school system. Alex is a current educator with 
firsthand knowledge of our graduates’ needs. Rose-
mary is a recent graduate with first-hand knowledge 
of our schools and new, fresh ideas. 

Please vote Row B on Nov. 2. 
Sincerely,

Alex Oliphant, Donna Antonacci, 
Margo Gignac, and Rosemary Gignac

Candidates for the Colchester
Board of Education

Team Marlborough
To the Editor:

I’m writing to ask for your support for the best 
team for the Marlborough Board of Education. The 
team consists of Anna Holden, Angela Colantonio 
and myself, Wes Skorski. All three of us are dedi-
cated parents who believe deeply that education must 
not only include math, reading, writing, art, and sci-
ence but must also inspire passion and cultivate em-
pathy for others. We also believe in science and the 
safety of our entire community. 

I’ve been on the BOE for eight years and most re-
cently as chairperson. My experience on the board 
tells me that Anna and Angela’s education, beliefs 
and background would be a great addition to the 
board and keep our school the center of excellence 
that it is.

Sincerely,
Wes Skorski – Marlborough 

Note: Skorski is current chair of the Marlborough 
Board of Education, but said is writing as a citizen.

People who enter the field of nursing possess within 
them something that calls them to a life of serving 
others. They believe they can be instrumental in help-
ing someone feel better physically and emotionally 
during a medical event. 

Mary brings the same genuine concern for others 
she held during her long nursing career to her job as 
First Selectman. Nearly every day she receives calls 
and messages from people with concerns, someone 
going through a difficult situation, and folks who just 
have a question and need a simple answer. She takes 
the time to listen to their words and provide clarity, 
support and valuable information. Mary cares about 
all of Colchester’s residents. She is passionate about 
the health and happiness of our community. 

I have worked closely with Mary for the past year 
and have been able to see her big heart in action. 
Whether she is bringing her dog Stitch to meet mem-
bers at the senior center, talking with her youngest 
constituents, or addressing a concern from someone 
on the Town Hall staff, Mary uses her experience as 
a manager, teacher, caregiver, parent and grandparent 
in all her interactions. She is warm and approachable 
and will always take the time to make sure everyone 
feels that they are getting the help they need.

Please get out and vote to reelect Mary Bylone as 
Colchester’s first selectman on Nov. 2.

Thank you,
Stacey Kilgus – Colchester

Quockerwodger 
Attention Colchester Voters:

Please remember what kind of government we had 
before Mary Bylone became our first selectman; that 
was a government which was not acting in the con-
stituent’s best interest. Do you want that again?

Fear is a tool. It is a tactic of the ex-president and 
his nearly entire political party. Threaten voters with 
that poison word, “taxes.” Then, accuse the opposi-
tion of misbehavior after the accuser has already 
done that very misbehavior. We have seen that before, 
haven’t we? Hate immigrants, promote fear of them, 
but of two of one’s three wives were immigrants? 
Promote that hating of “the other” to constituents so 
that there is cohesion under that candidate.

Flag and sign waving by so-called R “patriots” 
who have absconded with, kidnapped, appropriated, 
the United States flag as their own private symbol, 
thereby saying you are not patriotic because you do 
not ascribe to their way. They have made it seem as 
though other political parties cannot use our flag for 
campaign purposes. Notice the campaign lawn signs 

Get a Backbone
To the Editor:

A note to Senator Murphy:
Get a backbone and stop following your crowd!
Forcing people through “mandates” (actually, peo-

ple are ignorant to follow mandates since mandates 
are not laws, rather just suggestions, and you should 
not lose your job because you did not follow a man-
date) to take the needle is wrong and irresponsible.

Regarding the southern USA border crisis. Are 
you afraid to speak out about how bad and how dan-
gerous it is to the American people?

What about the tragic Afghan retreat and surren-
der? That was and still is a major disaster.

Regarding this $3.5 trillion “infrastructure” bill 
which provides very little funds for actual infrastruc-
ture. Are you OK with all of the “pork barrel” money 
to line the pockets of special interest groups?

What about that criminal Fauci and all the lies he 
has told Congress? He and the media have done more 
to destroy the USA than any foreign power could 
ever hope to accomplish. I should not have left out 

the three Democrats – Biden, Pelosi and Schiff – who 
are in it with the “Great Reset,” “Build Back Better” 
and “Green New Deal” crowd.

Do you not care that the USA is falling apart by 
dividing the vaxxers and non-vaxxers, whites and 
non-whites, and rich and non-rich?

“Come on man,” get a backbone and speak out 
about what, in your heart, you know what is happen-
ing and the direction the USA is going in is wrong! 

I thought the new regime promised to bring our 
country together after taking office and you have 
done nothing but tear us apart more.

Finally, about this so-called Jan. 6 “insurrection.” 
It was no “insurrection,” just a few dumb stupid peo-
ple and a corrupt media that made it out to be worse 
than the events in Portland and other major cities.

Gary Gile – Andover 
Go Big and Go Home

To the Editor:
When my husband and I purchased our home in in 

2017, we weren’t planning to stay. We thought this 
was a pit stop, and chose based on resale value.

After a few years, Marlborough grew on us. We’ve 
fallen in love with the small-town charm, and decided 
this should be our family’s home. We’ve decided to 
set down roots.

Once I’ve set my mind on something I really dive 
in. When I helped start a theater company I worked 
until it was voted ‘Best Theater in R.I.’ When I 
wanted to handle my own finances, I became a li-
censed financial advisor. When I wanted to be my 
own handy-gal, I spent years volunteering for Habitat 
for Humanity, apprenticed on projects, and became a 
registered home improvement contractor.

Now we’ve decided to stay in Marlborough, and I 
am getting involved in our town! I am a candidate for 
the Zoning Commission, and I am excited to offer my 
large range of knowledge and dedication to the town 
I have grown to love.

They say ‘Go Big or Go Home.’ I’m diving in and 
‘Going Big’ for Marlborough. Vote for me on Nov 2, 
and I promise I’ll give you the best I have to offer.

Jillian LaCaresse – Marlborough 

Fair Housing Thank You
To the Editor:

An informative virtual program, Fair Housing 
Matters: Affordable Home Ownership, was held 
on Zoom on Wednesday, Oct. 13. This event was 
co-sponsored by Portland Social Justice Coalition 
(PSJC), 

Portland Library, and the Town of Portland. The 
Fair Housing Committee, which planned this event, 
would like to thank everyone who contributed. 

Ron Thomas, deputy director of the Connecticut 
Conference of Municipalities (CCM), was an excel-
lent moderator. Kevin Kurian and Emily DiSalvo 
from Desegregate CT shared updates from their 
coalition and offered opportunities for residents to 
get involved. Patrick Farley with Statewide Premier 
Properties offered advice about the home-buying 
process and resources from the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD). Sarah Bird, 
Executive Director of Middlesex Habitat for Human-
ity, shared about Habitat and their work providing “a 
hand up, not a hand out,” by building and rehabbing 
homes with the combined labor of volunteers and 
homeowners. Portland residents Naji Chester-Payne 
and Denise Leavy described their experiences search-
ing for an affordable home in Portland, and spoke 
about the importance of staying in the community, 
where they have planted their roots and which helps 
their children to thrive. 

We are grateful to all of our speakers who volun-
teered their time to participate in this conversation. 
We were pleased that many community members 
joined to hear the discussion. The video record-

cination and testing clinics to town;
- Mary restructured Food Bank services to meet 

needs of struggling citizens;
- Mary updated computer operating systems in the 

Town Hall to maintain productivity during the pan-
demic;

- Mary is using ARPA funds to improve the recre-
ation fields and playground 

Please vote for Mary Bylone on Nov. 2.
Michael Hayes – Colchester 

Note: Hayes is a member of the Colchester Board 
of Finance, but said he is speaking as an individual.

around town? Those in blue and white are Mary’s 
campaign, and those in red, white, and blue are the R 
party. Interesting huh?

Quockerwodger: (Noun) A wooden puppet con-
trolled by strings. The term quockerwodger, although 
referring to a wooden toy figure which jerks its limbs 
about when pulled by a string, has been supplement-
ed with a political meaning. A pseudo-politician, one 
whose strings of action are pulled by someone else. 
Will we have that again? 

To learn more about the two first selectman candi-
dates, view the Q&A video on YouTube here: youtu.
be/1H-8RL99vQs.

Tricia Heldmann – Colchester

Vote for Buck
To the Editor:

We encourage all East Hampton voters to get out 
and vote for Mike Buck for Board of Education.

If there is one thing we know about Mike Buck, 
it’s that he wants what is best for his children and the 
children of this town. He isn’t concerned about a po-
litical agenda. He simply cares about the well-being 
of our children and their future. Facts and common 
sense go hand-in-hand for Mike and that’s exactly 
what we need.

We look forward to supporting Mike Buck on Nov. 
2.

Kim and Jim Thurston – East Hampton

Chasing Glastonbury, Losing 
Portland!

To the Editor:
I have lived in Portland most of the last 40 years, 

and over the last 20 Democratically-held years, it 
never ceases to amaze me when our politicians pro-
pose projects because Glastonbury has done it. Port-
land is not Glastonbury! They attached a $6 million 
water park to a $4 million needed town upgrade bill 
because it never would have been voted in if proposed 
alone. Now, it is a nice park but it wasn’t needed. 
What is needed is a total revamp of our water delivery 
system, which is rapidly falling apart. I think we need 
water more than we need a water park, which is now 
costing us a bunch in water $. That park also gave us 
more ball fields than the town has teams!!!!!!! 

We need a party that will address needs. Being 
proud that we have nice sidewalks when we can’t 
get water to our kitchen sinks is not where I think 
our priorities should be. Let me say, that I like Jim 
Tripp, but after watching the Democratic Party chase 
the Glastonbury dream for 20 years, we need Ryan 
Curley and a more conservative direction!! We need 
function over “pretty”.

Bob Wildermuth – Portland

See Letters, page 29
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Dick’s Barber Shop
By Appointment Only

Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709
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Get to Know Your School Board Candidates
by Jack Lakowsky

With five seats up for reelection on East Hamp-
ton’s education board, control of the board, cur-
rently led by Democrats, is in the balance.

There are six Democrats, two Republicans 
and one unaffiliated on the board at this time; 
four of the Democratic seats are opening up in 
November, as is the seat currently occupied by 
an unaffiliated member; the two Republicans 
seated have terms ending in 2023. 

Of the ten candidates vying for seats in the 
election, one is unaffiliated, four are Republi-
cans and four are Democrats. 

Unaffiliated
Justin Wagner, the only unaffiliated candi-

date running to retain his seat on the East Hamp-
ton Board of Education, said his involvement 
with the board, which began with an appoint-
ment last October, is to maintain the district’s 
high-quality education. 

Wagner has lived in town for 16 years and has 
children in the district. He has been the fire mar-
shal of East Hartford for 25 years. 

Wagner said to him, public service and work-
ing with the community come naturally. 

“I never listen to just one side,” Wagner said. 
Wagner being unaffiliated and having never 

belonged to a party, he feels he can assume the 
role of a moderator on the school board. This es-
chewing of partisanship, Wagner said, is why he 
feels he should be elected. 

Wagner called “the elephant in the room” 
school boards across the nation becoming arenas 
for debate and clamor over school mask man-
dates. 

“If officials say masks should be worn by kids, 
and that staff should be vaccinated, I trust those 
professionals have given it a tremendous amount 
of thought,” said Wagner. “East Hartford schools 
are not experts in fire drills, so they come to me 
to know what’s required.”

The Republicans
If newcomer Sal Nucifora, Republican candi-

date, won the seat and discussed the above with 
Wagner, the two may disagree. 

Nucifora is an engineer, has been a member 
of the Chatham Historical Society since 2006, 
is currently vice chair of the local Republican 
Town Committee, and has been in town for al-
most 50 years.

“Masks are a distraction, especially to the 
younger kids,” Nucifora told the Rivereast. 

Nucifora said teachers should “get at least one 
shot” of the COVID-19 vaccine. Nucifora also 
said if a teacher wanted masking in their class-
room, he would “go along with that.”

Although he acknowledged the state has 
thus far made decisions as to masks in schools, 
making the debate moot for now, he said East 
Hampton, and other towns, should make dissent 
known to the state. 

“The extreme would be suing the state, but I 
don’t see a reason do to that at this point,” Nu-
cifora said. 

Nucifora was also inspired to run to ensure 
kids learn without distraction, saying if a student 
is “unruly”, they should be grouped with other 
unruly learners, albeit in a way that doesn’t stig-
matize them. 

Nucifora also wants to make sure schools 
aren’t spending money frivolously. 

Michael Buck, a Republican candidate who 
works as a state trooper and was an investiga-
tor in the Air Force for six years and served two 
deployments in Iraq, also agreed debating mask 
or vaccine mandates at the local level is, at this 
point, moot. 

However, Buck said he believes control over 
these decisions will eventually be passed to 
towns. 

“I’m not taking a ‘mask’ or ‘no mask’ stance,” 
said Buck. “I believe in choice. You’re the par-
ent, you decide.”

Buck said he never wanted to run for public 
office, but he felt compelled by current events 

“There are lots of things, but the COVID mea-
sures are definitely part of it,” Buck said. 

Buck said information outside the mainstream 
media indicates most measures are unneeded be-
cause “we are not losing kids to COVID.”

According to USA Today, about 5 million of 
the 45 million COVID-19 cases reported since 
the pandemic’s start were children. According to 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, children 
were between zero and .25% of all COVID-19 
deaths.

According to the CDC, about 600 children 
have died of COVID-19 since March 2020. 

Buck said, according to studies and journals 
he’s read, measures have not been sensible. 

Buck said if elected, he’d also want to focus 
on student mental health, feeling the Chatham 
Health District has neglected this. 

“I want to get these across,” Buck said. “I’m 
a parent and have a finger on the pulse for issues 
surrounding our learners, and am well-versed in 
making tough choices. I have the right motiva-
tion and, I wish I didn’t, but I feel the drive.”

Like many parents and officials, Republican 
candidate Josh Piteo is concerned about the 
quality of remote learning which members of 
both parties agree is not the best experience for 
students. 

“I think the board needs to do more to make 
sure it hasn’t hurt their learning process, espe-
cially the younger ones,” Piteo said. 

Piteo has previously served on the school and 
finance board, as well as the Town Council, and 
spent nine years as treasurer of the State Com-
mission on Children. He said this means he 
“knows the issues back and front” and has dealt 

with large budgets. 
He said in his time on the school board, the 

district had “higher scores and lower budgets.”
Piteo said he wants masks not to be needed in 

schools, and that although he believes in the ef-
ficacy and necessity of vaccines, he doesn’t think 
they should be mandated.

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan, a Republican 
running for the first time, who creates training 
materials for adult learners with Cigna, said her 
experience in her job helped her see what did 
and didn’t work with remote learning. 

Tammaro-Dzagan said the current board’s 
communications about remote learning were in-
consistent. 

She said at one point, it was expected kids 
would go back full time, then “in a last-minute 
vote” the board decided on hybrid learning. 

“A parent spoke at that meeting and asked 
what right the board had to take learning away 
from kids,” Tammaro-Dzagan said. “I really em-
pathized with that.”

Tammaro-Dzagan said she also takes issue 
with current student quarantining measures, 
saying they discriminate against unvaccinated 
students, and that vaccine mandates are unnec-
essary. 

 When asked if, hypothetically, school boards 
were allowed to decide what measures to take 
against the pandemic, and if a majority of the 
school community stated they support masks 
and/or vaccine mandates, Tammaro-Dzagan 
would say “the be careful of mandates”, that one 
mandate can lead to another that may be adverse. 

The Democrats
Nancy Kohler, an incumbent Democrat, like 

Wagner joined the board in 2020, filling a vacant 
seat right before the pandemic struck. This will 
be her first run. 

Kohler said to use as a platform resistance to 
mask or vaccine mandates shows a “lack of un-
derstanding of the process.

“At this point, it’s moot,” Kohler said. “[Going 
against the state] has ramifications in terms of 
money and law. I understand where people come 
from, no one enjoys masks, but I feel the most 
important thing, with my kids included, is hav-
ing these kids in school.”

Kohler said no form of learning, remote or in-
person, is ideal during a pandemic, but that the 
state and the board have made the best decisions 
for the kids. 

Kohler, who was a teacher for six years said 
some candidates on the other side misconceive 
the board’s role. 

“We’re a group, one collective body, that can’t 
go in and snap its fingers,” Kohler said. “We 
develop policy, goals and the budget, and make 
sure resources are used wisely.”

Kohler said anyone expecting to come into the 
board expecting to make “sweeping changes” 
right away is unrealistic. 

Overall, Kohler said her experience as both a 
mother and teacher give her a perspective allow-
ing her to meet people in the middle. 

Paul Wisniewski, Democratic newcomer, is a 
pipefitter with the local plumbers and pipefitters 
union, who also served three years on the finance 
board of the union and now sits on the executive 
board; a 15-year volunteer firefighter and youth 
sports coach; member of the local Clean Energy 
Task Force, and said he wants to serve his com-
munity in a new way. 

Wisniewski has received an endorsement from 
the Eastern Connecticut Area Labor Federation, 
and said in his union role, he oversees a multi-
million dollar budget. 

Union labor must be done on time and on bud-
get, Wisniewski said, which will give him an ad-
vantage in planning future school budgets. 

Wisniewski said his kids, and the importance 
of education, inspired him to run. 

He said he wants to have a say in important 
school matters, exampling that, two years ago, 
the Republican-majority Town Council elimi-
nated the district’s Chromebook funding. 

The Democratic-majority council has since re-
stored Chromebook funding which, Wisniewski 
said, proved indispensable during the pandemic, 
saying he wants to advocate for budget items he 
feels shouldn’t be cut. 

Wisniewski said he admires how the district 
and school superintendent Paul Smith handled 
the switching between remote, hybrid, and in-
person learning. 

“I know of districts that took four weeks to get 
that together,” he said, “East Hampton did it in 
a weekend.”

Wisniewski said he knows of issues people 
have with “masks and stuff,” but that he doesn’t 
feel this is a position one can run on. 

“It’s a waste of energy, they need to educate 
themselves on what we can control,” Wisniewski 
said, going on to say this a stance of a loud mi-
nority. 

Amanda Amtmanis, Democratic incum-
bent who’s been on the board for four years and 
teachers in Middletown, said Paul Smith’s ad-
ministration and the board do well balancing the 
need for quality education and staying within the 
bounds of a reasonable budget. 

Amtmanis said, in a time of partisan rankling, 
the board has maintained a focus on students, not 
letting ideological differences stand in the way.

She said people move to East Hampton to en-
roll in its high-quality schools, adding that the 
board has been conservative in its budgets. The 
narrative of “schools vs. town” should be dis-
pelled, she said. 

Amtmanis said too much cutting just kicks is-
sues down the road, and that a willingness to ad-
dress issues is why she feels the board has been 
effective.

Democratic newcomer Sarah Strange did not 
return the Rivereast’s requests for an interview.

The town election will be held Nov. 2, from 6 
a.m. to 8 p.m. at East Hampton Middle School, 
19 Childs Rd.

Belltown Garden
Club to Meet

The Belltown Garden Club of East Hamp-
ton will hold its next monthly meeting Mon-
day, Oct. 25, at 6:30 p.m., in the Community 
Room of the East Hampton Public Library, 
105 Main St.

Featured speaker will be Fern Martin who 
will talk about the proper maintenance of gar-
den tools. He will demonstrate the repair and 
sharpening of the various tools that many use 
on a regular basis – such as clippers, prun-
ers, axes, shovels, etc.  Folks should bring a 
garden tool and a sharpener if they have one. 
The presentation will be followed by a time 
of fellowship and refreshments, and then a 
brief business meeting.

The East Hampton Belltown Garden Club 
is a member of Federated Garden Clubs of 
CT and National Garden Clubs. For more 
information about the club and its activities, 
call president JoAnn Hewitt at 860-267-4129.

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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 Quality Hand Cut Meats 
 Fresh seafood delivered daily 
 Fresh store Made prepared Foods 

Happy 
to service any 
special order 

needs!
We 

Accept 
EBT!

“dry aged” Bone-in ny strips $27.99/lb
“dry aged” Bone-in Ribeyes $29.99/lb

land o’lakes white american Cheese $4.99/lb

SaleS valid OctOber 22nd - nOvember 4th  

Help small Businesses prepare
for the Holidays – Order ahead!

plainville 
antibiotic Free 

Turkeys
$3.99/lb

Butterball
Fresh

Turkeys
$2.99/lb

Triple M
& 

smithfield 
Hams

FreSh Oven ready
hOliday PieS!!!

1/2 & whole available

Specials! Certified angus ny strips $9.99/lb
Certified angus sirloin steaks $9.99/lb

we CaRRy:

usda prime Beef
all natural, antibiotic free & grass fed items

“Bell & evans Chicken”
store made prepared food for

breakfast, lunch & dinner

P.O. Box 221 South Glastonbury, CT 06073

Over 40 years in business!
New Construction / Repair

• Patios • Walkways 
• Stone veneer • Chimneys
• Stone walls / Boulder walls • Outdoor living spaces / Kitchens
• Yard Expansions / Excavation

Give us a call (860) 218-0833

PATERNOSTRO
MASON CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
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Snow 
PlowingSteakS  Seafood

CoCktailS  BrunCh
lilysrestaurantandBar.com

68 Linwood Ave.
Colchester, CT 06415

(860) 603-6948
Find us on 
Facebook
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Lake View Cemetery History Walk

Take-Out
Chicken Dinner

The Congregational Church of East 
Hampton, located at 59 Main St., will hold 
a take-out dinner Saturday, Oct. 23, from 
5-6:30 p.m. 

The menu will include herb-roasted 
chicken breast with stuffing, seasoned 
roasted potatoes, mixed harvest vegetables, 
Caesar salad, homemade rolls and home-
made seasonal pie. Cost will be $14, cash 
or check. 

Pre-order by calling the church office 
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-noon, at 860-
267-4959 or Lisa at 860-918-1170. All or-
ders must be in by Saturday at noon.

Haunted House and 
Zombie Hayride

The students of Epoch Arts are once 
again performing in the annual Haunted 
House and Hayride, to be held Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 22, 23, 29 and 30, from 7-10 
p.m. each night, at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

This year’s theme is Into the Void and 
the Epoch zombies will be back to scare 
folks on the hayride. Guests can also visit 
the Haunted House, Abandoned Abyss, the 
Bottomless Bog or the Cosmic Chaos room. 

Online reservations are required; visit 
www.epocharts.org to reserve a spot. Masks 
are required inside the Haunted House this 
year.

Hope Church
Trunk-or-Treat

Hope Church in East Hampton is hosting a 
free Trunk-or-Treat event Saturday, Oct. 30, 
from 3-5 p.m. Visit cthope.com/events for more 
information and to register for tickets. 

For more information, email Mishael Deigh-
ton at mdeighton@cthope.com.

Police News
10/3: Kathleen Banning, 50, of 1 Old Coach 

Rd., was issued a summons for operating an 
unregistered motor vehicle, using a cell phone 
while operating a motor vehicle and misuse of a 
marker plate, East Hampton Police said.

10/5: Joseph Bramanti, 60, of 3 Ola Ave., was 
arrested and charged with driving under the in-
fluence, police said.

10/8: Alfred Paradis, 40, of 68 Childs Rd., 
was issued a summons for failure to obey a stop 
sign, operating an unregistered motor vehicle, 
misuse of a marker plate and operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance, police said. 

Also, from Oct. 4-10, officers responded to 
four motor vehicle crashes, 18 medical calls 
and six alarms, and made 33 traffic stops, po-
lice said. 

Drug Take-Back
Day Tomorrow

East Hampton Prevention Partnership and 
East Hampton Police will hold the next Pre-
scription Drug Take-Back Day Saturday, Oct. 
23, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Town Hall. All are 
invited to safely, and anonymously, return all 
unwanted prescription and over-the-counter 
medications.

Accepted items include: prescription medi-
cations, prescription patches, over-the-counter 
medications, vitamins, free samples, and medi-
cations for pets.

Items that won’t be accepted include: ther-
mometers, hydrogen peroxide, inhalers, aerosol 
cans, needles (sharps), medications from busi-
nesses or clinics, and ointments, lotions or liq-
uids.

For more information, contact Courtney Wid-
rick at 860-267-4468 ext. 3227 or cwidrick@
easthamptonct.gov.

The East Hampton Parks and Recreation is 
organizing a walking tour of Lake View Cem-
etery on Saturday, Oct. 23, at 1 p.m. as part of 
its “Explore East Hampton” monthly series of 
walks. 

The walk will be led by Kevin J. Tulimieri. a 
historian and researcher at Nathan Liverant and 
Son Antiques in Colchester. He and members of 
the Chatham Historical Society will share many 
stories about the people who “reside” there.

The walk will take approximately one hour 
and will begin by driving through the cemetery 
entrance on Summit Street, off Route 66 and 
near the CVS store. Heavy rain will cancel the 

walk. For more information about upcoming 
walks or the Chatham Historical Society, con-
tact Marty Podskoch, coordinator of the “Ex-
plore East Hampton” walks, at 860-267-2442 
or podskoch@comcast.net, or visit www.face-
book.com/chathamhistoricalsocietyCT. 

Sports Boosters 
Fundraising Game

	 All are invited to join the East Hamp-
ton High School Sports Boosters at the Hartford 
Athletic game Friday, Oct. 22, at 7 p.m., at Dil-
lon Stadium, Hartford. 

Tickets are $17.99 each, and a portion of the 
proceeds from each ticket will be donated to the 
Boosters. To purchase tickets, go to https://fevo.
me/ehhssports.

Local Artist’s
Work on Display

Local artist Rita Gibbons currently has her 
work on display at Middle Haddam Public Li-
brary, 2 Knowles Rd. Her work will be on dis-
play until Nov. 6.
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• Sewer plant infrastructure 

• Clean drinking water  

• Company #1 firehouse repairs 

SHOULD be used for one-time expenses:  

•  New Hires 
• Deceptively lowering our taxes 

(which will only cost YOU later) 

Should NOT be used for ongoing costs: 

East Hampton’s $3.7 million  
one-time  American Rescue Money... 

Vote Republican 
Nov. 2  ~  Row B  

Paid for and approved by the East Hampton Republican Town Committee.  Maria Peplau, treasurer. 
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Fill out your survey online by Sunday, Oct. 31 using the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/older2021 

Survey of
East Hampton

Older Adults’ Needs

Residents can get personal assistance using SurveyMonkey at 
East Hampton Senior Center and Library during regular business 

hours and at Town Hall Youth & Family Services Office on 
Tuesdays 9:30am-12:30pm and 3:30pm-5:30pm and Thursdays 
9:30am-12:30pm. (Residents of Chatham Acres and Bellwood 

Court can get their SurveyMonkey help onsite).
Paper surveys are available at East Hampton Stop & Shop, 
Senior Center, Library, Town Hall Town Clerk’s Office & the
Post Office. You can return them there after completion.

ALL INDIVIDUAL RESPONSES ARE CONFIDENTIAL!

use this QR code by 
pointing cellphone camera 

at it to open the surveyOR
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Are you age 65 or older? 
We want to hear from you!

Your Voice Matters!

I bOOlieve it’s time to 

complete your Senior 

Survey – the deadline is 

Sunday, October 31!!
KofC Spaghetti Supper
The Knights of Columbus Belltown Council 

6190 at St. Patrick Church, 47 E. High St., will 
sponsor its semi-annual spaghetti and meatball 
dinner Friday, Oct. 22, from 4:30-7:30 p.m., 
at the church parish center, located at 47 East 
High St.

Take-out and dine-in meals will be offered.
Meal prices are $12 for adults and $11 for 

seniors. Children 5 and under eat for free. The 
meal will include a salad, bread, dessert (pro-
vided by the St. Patrick Guild), coffee, tea, 
soda, water and punch drinks. Proceeds will 
support local charitable programs. Raffle prizes 
will be offered as well.

The Knights of Columbus will also collect 
non-perishable food items for the East Hamp-
ton Food Bank.

Contact Jim Radavich at 860-319-9288 or 
jradavich@yahoo.com for more information.

Republican Candidate 
Meet-and-Greet

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee of East Hampton invites folks to meet the 
candidates running in the November election 
on Sunday, Oct. 24, from 3-5 p.m., at Markham 
Meadows Campground at 9 Markham Road. 

All are invited to learn more about the can-
didates and hear the issues about which they 
are passionate, ask questions and enjoy open 
discussion. This is a family event with a basket 
raffle, refreshments, and more. 

Contact Debbie Demers at debdemersehct@
gmail.com or Mel Philhower at melphilhower@
yahoo.com for more information

Special Session
for Voter Registrars 

The East Hampton registrars of voters will be 
in session Tuesday, Oct. 26, between 9 a.m. and 
8 p.m., at the registrars of voters’ office at Town 
Hall, 1 Community Drive. 

This session is for anyone not yet registered 
to vote. To check registration status, go to 
https://tinyurl.com/w7ctr95c. For information, 
call the office of the registrars at 860-267-6720 
on Tuesdays between 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Congregational Church News & Notes

EHMS B-Ball, 
Cheerleading Tryouts

East Hampton Middle School student/ath-
letes interested in trying out for the boys’ bas-
ketball, girls’ basketball or cheerleading teams 
can register online through FamilyID.com. 
Athletes must have had a physical within a 
13-month period in order to try out.

Deadline for registration is Monday, Nov. 8. 
For more information, call EHMS athletic di-
rector Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., holds in-
person services every Sunday at 10 a.m. For 
the fully vaccinated, mask wearing is not man-
datory except when singing. Those not fully 
vaccinated should continue to wear masks and 
practice social distancing. All services can be 
accessed via Zoom by going to the website at 
cc-eh.org. 

The Teen Youth Group will next meet Friday, 
Oct. 22, from 6:30-7:30 p.m., for pumpkin-

carving and a Halloween Dessert Buffet. Stu-
dents in grades 6-12 are welcome. 

The Sunday School classes will have a Hal-
loween workshop Oct. 31.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church 
office at 860-267-4959 during office hours, 
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m. In case of 
pastoral emergencies, Rev. Jim Latimer can be 
reached at 610-568-2480.

Turkey Dinner
The Ladies Aid of Haddam Neck Congrega-

tional Church will hold a take-out turkey din-
ner Saturday Oct. 30 starting at 5 p.m., at the 
Haddam Neck Congregational Church, 408 
Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. 

The meal will feature turkey with all the 
trimmings, as well as apple cider and dessert. 
Cost is $15/person. 

For information, call Franky Dallas at 860-
267-4513 or Melissa Pionzio at 860-993-5311.
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NOT TO BE COMBINED  
WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

SALE 
ENDS 

10/31/21

6 MONTHS  
0% INTEREST  

TO QUALIFIED 
BUYERS

8x12  
Carefree  

Vinyl A-Roof 
NOW JUST 

$4623!

12x20  
Carefree  
Vinyl Garage 
NOW JUST 

$8979!

12x16  
Carefree  
Vinyl Cottage 
NOW JUST 

$8360!

16x24  
Carefree  

Vinyl Cottage 
 NOW JUST 

$24,946!

INCLUDES TRACTOR RAMP

SHOWN WITH OPTIONAL CUPOLA ADD A CUPOLA FOR ONLY $561

Colchester  860 267-7600         1-800-326-SHED     Clinton  860 664-1620

CF-8762 Carefree Shedtober Sale Ad
Citizen/RE 6.5 x 6

1979 - 2021

Over 40 Years of Building Quality!
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We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

D O Z E N S  O F  B U I L D I N G S  I N  S T O C K  F O R  P R O M P T  D E L I V E R Y

CAREFREE’S 
SHEDT BER SALE

CAREFREE’S 

CIT9-30-21

Vote NoVember 2Nd

Paid for by Curley for Portland. Zoe Schwartz, Treasurer. Approved by Ryan Curley.

It’s about Portland,
not politics.
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Family & Divorce Law · Real Estate Transactions · Criminal Defense 
· DUI · Wills, Probate & Estate Planning · Motor Vehicle Violations 

 · Landlord Tenant · General Practice Matters 
 · Complimentary Consultations · Payment Plans

108 Norwich Avenue, Colchester CT 06415
Tel. 860-603-2094

Attorney Robert M. Elliott

When you need Legal Services please call us!
We offer Offi ce Appointments following CDC guidelines

Stay Safe! Be Well!
50 years Proudly Serving CT Families (1971-2021)
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Friction Over Absentee Ballot Application Mailing
by Jack Lakowsky

Portland Republican Town Committee Chair 
Tim Lavoy and Republican Town Clerk Ryan 
Curley, also a candidate for first selectman, are 
alleging the head of the Democratic Town Com-
mittee mishandled a mass absentee ballot ap-
plication mailing. 

The Republicans said between 1,100 and 
1,300 applications were sent out. 

Brian O’Connor, chair of the Democratic 
Town Committee (DTC), said he did in fact 
mail out ballot applications, not ballots them-
selves, to registered Democrats who voted ab-
sentee in the 2020 election. 

O’Connor said he followed proper proce-
dure, and that the only notification he’s heard of 
possible impropriety was from an “attack” by 
Lavoy, and that Curley has not reached out to 
attempt to rectify a possible issue. 

Curley, in his report to state election authori-
ties, said he had told Democrats about the re-
quirements, but was told he was wrong by 
Democrats.

State election law requires that any mail-
ing of more than five absentee applications be 
registered with the town’s clerk, Curley in this 
case. 

The statute also requires that mass-mailed 
absentee applications must be obtained from 
the town clerk, for tracking purposes. 

Curley said he received from the DTC an 
email saying the committee planned to mail the 
applications, and that he had assumed it meant 
going door-to-door and handing them out. 

Curley, and it should be emphasized he was 
speaking in his role as clerk, said DTC printed 
out its own applications – available to all voters 
– and mailed them, not getting them from the 

clerk’s office as required. 
O’Connor said the DTC did print its own ap-

plications, but followed the guidance from the 
secretary of state’s office that was sent to town 
committees by Curley. 

Curley provided the Rivereast with the 
checklist the state secretary sent, as well as the 
full statute. 

It can be observed the state’s checklist does 
not fully articulate the statute. 

“You and any person you ask to distribute 
applications must register with the [clerk] be-
fore distributing more than five [applications],” 
reads the checklist. 	

“Pursuant to the [act], no individual is al-
lowed to [mail more than five applications] 
without first registering with and receiving the 
applications from the [clerk of the town],” reads 
the full statute. 

When presented with this information, 
O’Connor said he does not feel there was an 
oversight.

Those who mass-mail applications must also 
provide the clerk with a list containing informa-
tion about who received the applications, either 
as soon as possible or before election day. Cur-
ley said he hasn’t received this information yet, 
though DTC is still in the clear in this matter. 

O’Connor, and Democratic first selectman 
candidate Jim Tripp, have called for Curley to 
recuse himself from working as clerk in this 
election. 

O’Connor said Lavoy and Curley are playing 
politics with this issue. 

Tripp said the mailing was a good-faith effort 
to get people to vote. Tripp said if Democrats 
made an administrative error, then they should 

make an effort to fix it and come into compli-
ance. 

Tripp told the Rivereast his chief concern is 
that, when issues like this happen, there are pro-
tocols officials, such as a town clerk, must fol-
low, and says Curley or another election official 
should have notified Democrats, not the head of 
the Republican Town Committee through what 
Tripp called attacks. 

Curley said the integrity of the election will 
be upheld, and that the town clerk does not 

count votes, and does not handle ballots. He 
stressed every ballot sent to the town will be 
counted.

“I take my job seriously,” Curley said, adding 
elections enforcement officials back him up.

Curley said the flux of absentee applications 
has slammed his office.

Lavoy told the Rivereast he would soon file a 
complaint with the State Elections Enforcement 
Commission.

Tripp Invites Curley to Conversation
With less than two weeks until Election Day, 

Democratic First Selectman candidate Jim Tripp 
has reached out to Republican candidate Ryan 
Curley to invite him to join in a Town Hall-style 
conversation with the Portland community. 

Tripp announced in a video on Facebook that 
he would hold the event on Zoom on Tuesday, 
Oct. 26, at 7 p.m., one week before Election 
Day.

“The voters of Portland deserve to hear from 
both first selectman candidates before they cast 
their ballots,” Tripp said. “In the coming years, 
we will face some big decisions as a commu-
nity. This election will determine how we face 
those challenges and how we keep Portland 
moving forward, and voters deserve to know 

what they’re voting for.”
Regarding the format for the Town Hall 

conversation, Tripp indicated he was willing 
to work with Curley to arrive at a mutually-
agreed-upon format.

“Mr. Curley can bring his questions, I can 
bring mine, and the community is welcome 
to bring theirs as well,” said Tripp. “Let’s talk 
about the issues that are important to the town 
of Portland. I truly hope Mr. Curley will join 
me.”

The link to join the Zoom will be posted 
on Tripp’s Facebook page at facebook.com/
jimtrippforportland and shared on town social 
media pages, as well as posted on his website 
at www.jimtrippforportland.com.
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The day we’ve all been waiting for has finally arrived!
Christ Episcopal Church in Middle Haddam

has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 10:00 am.

We look forward to seeing you!

Christ Episcopal Church
located at the corner of Route 151 & Long Hill Road

Middle Haddam, CT

Please join us in celebrating Holy Eucharist (Bread only) as well as 
meeting and greeting old and new friends, celebrating birthdays, 

anniversaries and other milestones we have achieved.
After the service, we will have an 

extended outdoor coffee hour, 
weather permitting, with lots of 

goodies to munch on.
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Medicare Made Clear

HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Today!   860-295-9350

Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office open daily 9am-4pm; and Sat. by appt.

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough, CT

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years

Schedule a FREE In Home Consultation
WALK-INS WELCOME! 

CONFUSED BY MEDICARE PLAN CHOICES?
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS!

860-295-9350 
NO COST. NO OBLIGATION.

Open Enrollment Begins
October 15th
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Office Hours: 9am-3pm and by appointment
7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough

Call Today! 860-295-9350

Confused by Medicare Plan Choices?

 

We pledge to Portland that we will— 
 Promote student achievement 
 Strategically plan for the infrastructure of our school facilities 
 Support a safe learning environment for students and staff 
 Partner with the Board of Selectmen to ensure our students 

receive an education that prepares them for college or career 
readiness 

 Use diligence in our oversight of the taxpayers’ investment in 
our schools 

Portland Republican 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CANDIDATES 

From left to right—David Murphy, Stacey Benham 
and Timothy Lavoy 

Paid for by the Portland Republican Town Committee, Cynthia Varricchio, Treasurer.  
Approved by all Candidates. 

Check out our website for more info about all 
of the Republican candidates at 

https://www.gopportlandct.com/ 
Or scan the QR code to the left 

VOTE ROW B ON NOVEMBER 2ND FOR PORTLAND! 

R
E

10
-2

2-
21

Major Fire Reported
at Former Elmcrest Site

by Jack Lakowsky
Portland fire crews responded early 

Wednesday morning to a structure fire at the 
former Elmcrest property on Marlborough 
Street. 

According to an email sent to the Rivereast 
by First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield, fire 
chief Bob Shea reported early this morning 
that the fire would soon be controlled, and had 
started burning around 4 a.m.

Shea said crews arrived to heavy flames, 
and access to the fire was difficult as it was in 
the back of the property. He said the state and 
Portland fire marshals are investigating. 

As of this morning, there were no reports 
of injury. The intersection of Main and Marl-
borough Street was blocked, and detours were 
set up. Traffic was held up for a few hours, 
Shea said. 

Firefighters from Middletown assisted, and 

the Westfield Fire Department covered the lo-
cal station. 

According to the town, none of the struc-
tures regarded as historic were affected. Shea 
said the fire burned at the back of the property. 

Shea told the Rivereast he met with the 
property owner and the developer planning to 
revitalize the property with a mixed-use de-
velopment. 

Shea said he has encouraged the site’s prin-
cipals to speed up demolition of the neglect-
ed, long-abandoned buildings, which would 
reduce risk of further fires. Shea said the site 
has been a concern for 20 years. 

He said the site sees vagrancy and is full 
of hazards. 

Shea said principals have been receptive, 
but that progress needs to hasten.  

Show Car Cruise Night

Police News
10/16: Milton Buchanan, 63, of Hartford, 

was charged with failure to appear, Portland 
Police said. 

Knights’ Take-Out Dinner is Back
The Freestone Council Knights of Columbus 

will provide a takeout pasta dinner Friday, Oct. 
22, beginning at 4 p.m., to help fund the chari-
table works the Knights provide for the com-
munity.

Meals include pasta with the Knights’ sig-
nature sauce, meatballs, salad and roll for $10. 
Drive to the front of St. Mary Church to pick 
up your dinners between 4 and 7 p.m. As this 
will also be a Dinner and Cruise Night event, a 
Knight will be out front by the school entrance 
to take your order and deliver it to your car.

If you prefer, you can join the Knights in the 
Hall for dinner, conversation, a beverage, des-
sert and five raffle tickets to place into the raffle 
baskets of preferred displayed gifts. The cost 
of the “upgraded dinner” ticket will be $15 for 
adults and $7.50 for children.

No pre-order is necessary for this monthly 
dinner. On the day of the meal, the chefs will 
be available at 860-342-2713 for any questions.

For home delivery of your dinner, call John 
McNickle at 860-342-1415.

On Friday, Oct. 22, the St. Mary Church 
parking lot on Freestone Avenue will be filled 
with cruise show cars, as the Freestone Coun-
cil Knights of Columbus attempts to – finally – 
hold its Cruise Night. The popular cruise night 
had been postponed twice this year, due to in-
clement weather.

Cruise show cars will be welcomed begin-
ning at 3 p.m. with the aid of Knight attendants.  
There is no admission fee, and free goodies 
bags will be gifted to the first 75 show cars to 
arrive.  Attendees without show cars will also 
be assisted with parking.  

The car show is dedicated to the memory of 
Sal “Tootie” Pitruzzello. A special T-shirt fea-
turing Tootie’s image with his restored 1946 fire 
truck will be available. 

Tootie, as he was affectionately called by 
friends and family, was a lifelong Portland resi-
dent. He became a member of the Portland Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Company 2 in 1953, 
and he was a 60-year member of the Knights 
of Columbus. 

Portland Volunteer Fire Department Chief 
Robert Shea and his crew will bring Engine 4, a 
1947 Mack fire truck restored by Pitruzello and 
his fellow firefighters.

Methodist Church News
Portland United Methodist Church, located at 

381 Main St., holds in-person worship Sundays 
at 9 a.m. All are invited. Masks required for 
those not fully vaccinated.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., invites all to worship. Sara Stall-Ryan 
is pastor.

Sunday worship services with Holy Com-
munion are held in-person at 9 a.m. The church 
continues to follow CDC recommendations 
with masks required for all throughout the 
church. Vaccinated participants may remove 
their masks once they are seated. 

For those who prefer virtual services, a re-
cording of the service is posted on YouTube by 
9 a.m. the following Monday morning. 

Sunday School and confirmation classes are 
back in session, on the first and third Sundays 
of each month, from 10:15-11 a.m. in person or, 
if circumstances necessitate, online via email. 
Confirmation classes might take place at alter-
nate times during the month to best accommo-
date the schedules of older students as well as 
the pastor. To register your child, call the church 
at 860-342-2860, or for more information, call 
Sylvia LeShane, Sunday School director, at 

860-342-0658. 
Adult Bible Study is also underway and will 

continue on the second and fourth Sundays in 
October, November, January and February. The 
focus of this study will be season one of the se-
ries The Chosen, using the book What Does It 
Mean to Be Chosen? The book will be used as 
a guide for biblical study, reflection and conver-
sation about faith. Participants will be asked to 
view the episode at home prior to the day of 
study. The cost for the study guide is $15. 

The community is welcome to participate 
in all worship services and special events. For 
more information about any church activities, 
or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 860-
342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit 
zionlutheranportland.org. 
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com

860-398-0936
Now Accepting

Most Major Credit Cards
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Call 860-342-FLEX
bodyflexpt.com

Janet Colonghi PT CDN CSCS
Owner – 38 Years Experience! 

New LocatioN!
Portland Executive Center 

262 Marlborough St., Portland, CT

Therapyphysical

New 
LocatioN!

Same Great Service!

Elante Hair Salon
is excited to announce...

She will be taking 
appointments on 
Tuesdays starting 
November 16th.
Call or stop by
and say hello!

871 Newfield Street
Middletown

860-918-5455

Linda 
Is 

Back!
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25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!

0314cm
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Meet the School Board Hopefuls
by Jack Lakowsky

Just about every Board of Education candi-
date, Republican or Democrat, incumbent or 
newcomer, said they’re motivated to run for 
the body by a desire to give back to the town 
through one of its most valuable resources, stu-
dents. 

There are both veterans and newcomers on 
both slates. Dave Murphy, a Republican, has 
served on the board for six years while Barry 
Rodgers, a Democratic challenger involved in 
many local civic groups, has not run for office 
before. 

In fact, all Democrats but Sharon Peters, cur-
rent school board chair seeking reelection, are 
new to political campaigning. 

A first-time runner on the right is Stacey 
Benham, a 25-year resident who’s had two 
daughters graduate the school system. 

“I’m getting involved to give back to the 
kids,” Benham told the Rivereast. “My kids 
succeeded in Portland schools.”

Benham said she can “bridge the gap” be-
tween the board and the “everyday” taxpayer, 
and that as a healthcare professional, she has 
experience dealing with the challenges of the 
pandemic. She serves as Chair of the Education 
Committee for the Connecticut Association of 
Healthcare at Home. 

“I’m a new candidate and I recognize that, 
and I need to learn and become familiar with all 
the types of challenges that lay ahead,” Benham 
said. “I don’t pretend to have all the answers, 
but I’m a collaborator.”

Benham said for subcommittee work, she 
would want to dive into curriculum if she wins, 
believing Portland parents don’t have a “great 
way to see what’s being taught.” Benham did 
not specify if she has particular concerns, but 
that material should be accessible so parents 
can talk to schools about it if need be.

Coincidentally, in a school board meeting af-
ter Benham’s interview, the district’s curriculum 
administrator, Eric Martin, said he’d be making 
curriculum more transparent for parents. 

Benham said that the board has done a “great 
job” handling the pandemic, believing it does 
what’s in the best interest of kids and teachers.

Board chair Sharon Peters has been in this 
post since 2018, having been elected in 2016. 
She also served on the Board of Selectman in 
the 2000s. She has been an attorney for nearly 
30 years, running her own law firm, working 
with children and families in juvenile courts. 

Peters described her role as more of a guide 
than a conductor, saying no matter what party 
has however many seats, it’s most important the 
board works as a whole. 

The high school track is unusable. When 
asked why this wasn’t addressed sooner, Peters 
said the board has been evaluating and consid-
ering the track for a number of years and has 
requested funding in the past. She said it never 
would have been an easy, or cheap, fix. 

Peters said these types of large expenditures 
are going to be topics discussed in meetings 
of the district’s Facilities Steering Committee, 

which is tasked with formulating a multiyear 
strategy for dealing with the district’s substan-
tial infrastructure problems, estimated to cost 
$28 million over the next decade. 

Peters said she is most proud of the schools’ 
work addressing and advocating for social eq-
uity and justice. A committee of the schools 
was formed this year to investigate disparities 
at each school, then take corrective action. This 
was done in response to a survey wherein stu-
dents said they experienced racism. 

Republican incumbent Tim Lavoy, also 
chair of the local Republican committee, said 
Peters has performed well as board chair, and is 
an improvement over the previous chair. 

Lavoy did go on to criticize board Demo-
crats, saying they weigh the interests of teach-
ers unions too heavily, that the board exists to 
better student experience, not serve a “special 
interest group.”

“Teachers are our lifeblood,” Lavoy contin-
ued. “But we’re there to advocate for students. 
Let the superintendent run the schools, not im-
pose yourself on them because you got a call 
from a union member not feeling valued.”

The Rivereast asked Peters about this claim.
“I can’t come up with anything in memory 

about what that’d be about,” she said. “The 
board tries to balance, and does a good job bal-
ancing, the interests of different stakeholders, 
making sure we’re providing the best education 
we can.”

Lavoy worked for the state Department of 
Developmental Services for many years, spend-
ing the last 12 years working with families of 
special needs kids. In this role, he headed a 
team of between 100 and 120. 

He’s been on the board for six years, working 
on the personnel and policy committees. 

“Educating kids is the most valuable thing we 
do on a local level,” Lavoy said. 

Although Democratic candidate Barry Rod-
gers has lived in Portland for more than 20 
years, with a son in the local middle school, his 
civic involvement ranges from vice president of 
the Brownstone PTO, member of the solidarity 

committee and the Portland Social Justice Co-
alition, as well as the Chatham Children’s Con-
nection. 

Rodgers named school security and bullying 
as focuses of his. 

“Safety needs to be first priority, especially 
during the pandemic,” Rodgers said. 

Rodgers said he wants to review the district’s 
bullying policy, and that dealing with bullying 
is essential to a more equitable, inclusive envi-
ronment. 

As to why he’s running, Rodgers said it’s a 
move he’s contemplated a long time. 

“I believe I bring to the table honesty and a 
willingness to work with anyone on anything,” 
Rodgers said. 

If he is elected, Rodgers, who is Black, would 
add a perspective inaccessible to the all-white 
board, better able to empathize with the experi-
ences of Black students. 

“I don’t look at color as a factor,” Rodgers 
said. “Everyone’s a human being, if the board 
can work together, things will get done.”

As a union representative, Kim Nagy-
Marushock has been on ballots before, but al-
ways ran unopposed. 

The Democratic challenger is a 20-year pre-
school special ed teacher, and a coordinator of 
five classrooms with “diverse needs and back-
grounds.”

Nagy-Marushock committed to making sure 
special needs students feel included and repre-
sented in all board decisions if she wins. 

“On the [Democratic Town Committee], 
there are very supportive and encouraging 
members that really pushed me forward,” Na-
gy-Marushock said of why she chose to run. 

Nagy-Marushock said her administrative de-
gree and career background give her confidence 
to serve on the board. She has three kids in Port-
land High School.

Katelynn Puorro, Democratic newcomer 
and licensed master social worker, has worked 
in public service for five years in the youth ser-

vices department in Cromwell. She graduated 
Portland schools in 2007.

“I bring to the table my experience as a men-
tal health professional,” Puorro said. 

Puorro said students should be treated as a 
whole person, not just as a learners, adding her 
motivation to run is her unborn child, wanting 
to help make the district the best it can be for 
her child, and all in the district. 

Republican incumbent Dave Murphy filled a 
board vacancy six years ago, then won in 2017, 
and has been a member since. 

Murphy said like the rest of the board, his fo-
cus is on students, but that there could be more 
focus on operations and facilities. Murphy said 
the previous superintendent agreed facilities 
issues are not the bailiwicks of most school 
chiefs. 

Murphy said the superintendent has done an 
“incredible” job guiding schools through the 
pandemic. 

“With students having Chromebooks, we 
were able to switch to remote learning,” Murphy 
said, adding the board and the schools agreed 
in-person learning was the best option for kids, 
regardless of pandemic-mitigation strategies, 
such as masking and social distancing. 

“With mask breaks, it was manageable,” 
Murphy said. 

Murphy said he agrees with the state’s man-
dated vaccination of all school staff. Staff who 
opt out of a vaccine must get tested and submit 
results weekly. 

“I grew up with vaccines for measles, mumps 
and rubella,” said Murphy, adding its fair to do 
what’s possible to prevent COVID-19 spread. 

“You don’t wanna give it to someone and 
have them in the hospital,” Murphy said. 

The 2021 Portland election will be open 
Nov. 2 from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Portland Middle 
School, 93 High St. For election information, 
including on absentee ballots, call the town 
clerk’s office at 860-342-6743. 
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969
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Carhartt: Jackets, Vests,
Coveralls, Overalls, Pants

Thermal Underwear, Socks, Flannel Shirts,
Face Masks, Gloves, Winter Jackets, Wool Blankets 

& much more to keep you warm.

A Chill is in the Air

QUONSET SURPLUS
Hrs. Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8-12:30

11/13 Pickering Street 860-342-0612Portland

Candidates: Everyone on Both Sides Qualified 
by Jack Lakowsky

Throughout the past few weeks, the Rivereast 
has made an effort to reach out to each and ev-
ery candidate running for the boards of educa-
tion and selectmen in the upcoming town elec-
tion. 

Although town Democrats and Republicans 
disagree on several issues and both made cases 
as to why voters should choose their slate, can-
didates on both side, including the two major 
party runners for first selectman, said no matter 
who wins, Portland wins.

Dems and GOP members both complimented 
their opponents as able and qualified. 

Many of the candidates work together in 
some capacity, an almost unavoidable circum-
stance of working, living, and volunteering in 
a small town. 

For example, Mike Hernandez and April 
Graves, respectively Republican and Democrat-
ic candidates for the select board, work together 
at a nonprofit Graves founded, the Chatham 
Children’s Connection. They also volunteer 
alongside each other in local sports. 

The Rivereast asked each candidate a few 
basic introductory questions – why they’re run-
ning, what they want to change or maintain – as 
well as questions more tailored to town issues, 
including rising water prices. 

Board of Selectmen
In both the races for selectmen and school 

board, several faces new to running a campaign 
have joined the fray. 

Though Democratic candidate April Graves 
is new to running for elected office, she’s in-
volved in many civic efforts. She’s been presi-
dent of the local Little League, is currently 
secretary of the Brownfields Redevelopment 
Group, and founded and runs the Chatham 
Children’s Connection. 

“You should vote for me because I always put 
community first,” Graves told the Rivereast. 

Along with tackling water and sewer afford-
ability by finding a local town-owned source, 
Graves, who is currently chair of the town Soli-
darity Committee, committed to taking a look at 
the town’s hiring practices. 

Graves wants to ensure town employment 
opportunities are equitably marketed, and also 
wants to review how positions are communi-
cated, especially given a majority of Portland 
town workers are white. 

“I want to take barriers into account,” Graves 
continued. 

Another first-time select board candidate 
with a long list of civic involvement is Bobby 
Hetrick, a Republican. He said he’s a third-
generation product of Portland, graduating 
Portland High School in 1993. 

Hetrick has served as a local firefighter, and 
was a corrections officer for 15 years. His local 
civic work includes the Inland/Wetlands Com-
mission for years, as well as two years on the 
zoning commission. 

As a member of the Capital Improvements 
commission, Hetrick views each town depart-

ment’s two- to three-year plan of anticipated 
needs, and so has foreknowledge of funding 
requests to come. 

“Being in town for so long and raising my 
son here, I’ve seen all the towns around us 
flourishing with development, bringing in new 
taxes,” Hetrick said, adding, “nothing major is 
going on here.”

Hetrick said business development helps 
lower homeowners’ property taxes. Hetrick said 
businesses are discouraged by the town’s pro-
jected water prices, so developing a sustainable 
water source, not from the Metropolitan District 
Commission (MDC), the town’s current suppli-
er which has spiked prices in recent years. 

The MDC contract is up in 2026. 
In addition to development, Hetrick said he 

has preservation in mind as well, saying he 
thinks it a good idea when farms, for whatever 
reason, fall into town hands and are preserved. 

Mike Pelton, Hetrick’s fellow Republican 
and an incumbent candidate for selectman, who 
also served a few terms on the Board of Edu-
cation, said the current select board, headed by 
outgoing Democratic First Selectwoman Susan 
Bransfield, who has been town chief for nearly 
20 years, has worked very well together. 

Pelton was complimentary of Bransfield’s 
performance as selectwoman, and of the board’s 
work over the past few years. 

In fact, throughout the past two years, Port-
land selectman have voted unanimously on all 
but one decision. 

In September, there was a 4-3 split on party 
lines over making a zoning commission alter-
nate a full member. Currently, there are no Re-
publican members of the zoning board, made 
entirely of Democrats and unaffiliated.

The alternate was chosen over Hetrick, also 
an alternate. 

Pelton said, although the vote itself is not one 
of huge consequence and that the chosen person 
was qualified, he wished there had been more of 
a discussion. He added that still, this disagree-
ment is nothing compared to the partisan bick-
ering at the federal level- a political stalemate 
Pelton said he wants to stay out of Portland. 

“We need to focus on local issues,” Pelton 
said. 

One thing Pelton wants to focus on is encour-
aging civic involvement in town proceedings. 

Pelton said he hopes his work has earned 
votes, and that he feels he has much more to 
give to the town. 

Like Hetrick, Democratic candidate for 
Portland selectmen John Dillon is a lifelong 
Portland resident. He has served on inland/wet-
lands, and was Vice President of the Portland 
Fair Association. He is chair of the Board of As-
sessment Appeals. 

Dillon said he was among those who worked 
to revive the fair about 20 years ago. 

Dillon said the timing was right for him to 
run, with his kids having grown. 

“I always felt it was important to give back to 

the town,” Dillon told the Rivereast. “I’m happy 
with the progress the town has made, proud of 
our National Blue Ribbon schools and our riv-
erfront development.”

Dillon said, should he be elected, a focus of 
his will be figuring how to attract young fami-
lies to Portland. 

“I believe that for a small town like Portland 
we really need to sustain and grow young fami-
lies to call Portland home,” Dillon said, adding 
the town needs to do what it can do to facili-
tate adding affordable dwellings to its housing 
stock. 

Dillon said the complexity here is finding out 
where to develop in a small town that has used 
up most of its developable land. 

Dillon was also complimentary of the current 
board, saying it hasn’t played politics, but put 
the town first.

Locals have probably seen Democratic select 
board candidate Laurel Steinhauser’s name 
on several ballots in the past. She’s been on 
the school board for three years, serving on the 
policy, personnel, and renewable energy sub-
committees. 

Steinhauser has also served on the Library 
Board of Directors for four years, and is cur-
rently cochair of that body. 

Steinhauser has been an active member of the 
Democratic Town Committee for several years. 

Of her civic involvement, Steinhauser said 
she’s “very proud.” She said she’s especially 
happy with the school board’s work on making 
Portland schools a more equitable, culturally 
knowledgeable and sensitive environment. 

“That’s something I’ve been pushing since 
joining [the school board],” Steinhauser said. 

Another accomplishment of the board Stein-
hauser listed was expanding summer learning 
opportunities for students who needed to re-
cover learning lost due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic’s disruptions. She said overall, she’s 
quite pleased with how the board has handled 
the pandemic. 

A platform of Republicans, including first se-
lectman candidate Ryan Curley, is that the town 
is ready for a change after nearly two decades 
of Democratic leadership.

Steinhauser said she disagrees, and that Port-
land voters don’t just want “change for change’s 
sake.

“The town, with Susan Bransfield at the 
helm, has had a lot of successes,” Steinhauser 
said. “Look at the purchase of brownfield par-
cels, the potential at Brainerd Place, bringing 
new businesses to town, new parks, our excel-
lent schools.”

Steinhauser said the candidate at the top of 
her side of the ballot, Democratic first select-
man candidate Jim Tripp, as a current board 
member, has worked on these strides for several 
years, and will be able to hit the ground running 
if elected. 

“It wasn’t an easy decision,” Steinhauser 
said. “I made the choice to run for board of se-
lectman because one of our biggest challenges 
will be addressing school facilities needs.”

This past year, an audit discovered schools 
have significant infrastructure needs. In re-
sponse, superintendent Charles Britton 
launched a committee to study and make de-
cisions on the district’s building needs for the 
next 10-15 years. 

“Our kids deserve a learning environment 
that is efficient and up-to-date,” Steinhauser 
said. 

Like Graves, Steinhauser wants to enhance 
equity, specifically by ensuring the town’s vol-
unteer commissions and boards have a diverse 
range of voices.

Republican selectperson candidate Shaun 
Manning also mentioned improving school in-
frastructure, naming the lack of HVAC systems 
in the elementary schools as a priority to be 

fixed. Schools have had to send students home 
due to excessive heat. 

Manning runs a local construction company, 
Manning Home Builders. 

A firefighter for nearly 40 years, Manning 
said a focus of his will be advocating for local 
emergency response and public works person-
nel. He said focus on capital needs must be re-
vitalized. 

“I will work to bring long-term funding for 
fire department apparatus,” Manning said.

Manning also said he feels adding public 
works vehicles to capital needs more robust at-
tention. 

“You don’t wanna have to pull money last-
minute,” Manning said, adding that setting 
money aside in advance of, for example, police 
vehicle replacements, will prevent eleventh-
hour decision making. 

Manning said he’d like to try and get local 
business owners to do more to their aging build-
ings. He said making changes to the town’s fee 
schedule -a cost of starting a business- could 
encourage development. 

Manning added that the town’s water and 
sewer pricing problems should’ve been ad-
dressed 10 years prior to the contract’s expira-
tion, not five. 

Mike Hernandez, Republican incumbent 
running for a second select term, said his great-
est accomplishment on the board, and some-
thing he feels is an accolade for the board over-
all, is working across party lines in a time when 
bitter partisanship is the norm. 

“I think Susan ran a pretty good ship,” Her-
nandez said. 

Hernandez was among the several candidates 
who said as far as good candidates go, Portland 
is spoiled for choice. 

Hernandez has been commander of the local 
VFW and vice president and treasurer of Cha-
tham Children’s Connection. He’s a veteran 
of the U.S. Navy, having served in the Persian 
Gulf War for three years, and the proud father of 
a seven-year-old daughter. 

Hernandez pointed out that, given Brans-
field’s departure and that selectmen Lou Pear 
and Rick Sharr have opted not to run again, 
this election could seat an almost entirely new 
board. 

Like most of the other candidates on both 
sides, Hernandez’s priority is finding a sustain-
able water sourcing arrangement for the town, 
saying once that’s done, attracting businesses 
will be easier. 

Incumbent Democrat and current Deputy 
First Selectman Ralph Zampano, said getting 
away from MDC is his major focus. He said, 
back in the 90s, when the current contract was 
ratified, increases were included and were nor-
mal for about 15 years. 

Then, after new regulations changed how 
MDC manages product and began revamping 
its infrastructure, it increased rates on users. 

“We certainly have a lot of priorities, but 
finding a solution to water is critical to current, 
and future, development,” Zampano said. 

Zampano serves on the select board’s water 
and sewer subcommittee alongside Tripp and 
outgoing Republican Sharr. 

Zampano has been involved in local civic 
service for nearly 30 years, spending 12 years 
on the parks and rec commission, eventually 
becoming chair. He was first elected as a select-
man in 2017. 

As deputy first selectman, Zampano would 
take the reins of town should Bransfield be 
indisposed for any reason. In fact, when CO-
VID-19 first struck last March, Bransfield was 
away, and Zampano had to take charge, coordi-
nating with town administrators.

Zampano is the board’s liaison to the town’s 
economic development commission. In this 
role, and should he win reelection, Zampano 
committed to making sure the town’s economic 
development opportunities are equitably mar-
keted. 

“I’d be willing to review our practices and 
make sure we market to a diverse audience,” 
Zampano said. “I could reach out to the plan-
ning department and make sure minority busi-
nesses are getting a chance.”

Zampano said he worked hard to help get the 
Portland Recreational Complex built. Zampano 
is also a member of the Brownstone Quorom, 
and helps with events at Riverfront Park, saying 
credit for these goes largely to Democratic First 
Selectman candidate Jim Tripp. 

The 2021 Portland election will be open Nov. 
2 from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. at Portland Middle School, 
93 High St. For election information, including 
on absentee ballots, call the town clerk’s office 
at 860-342-6743. 
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Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Sunday School is provided. 
The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT). For more information, call the 
church office at 860-742-7696, email andover-
ctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.andover-
ctchurch.org.

Worhip and Lunch: After worship, fellow-
ship is back. This week, there will be Autumn 
Lunch.

Everyday Power Inspiration: Tuesdays, 
11:15 a.m. This is a time of encouraging one 
another. 

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. Masks not required for the fully 
vaccinated. The senior pantry is open every 
other Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m.; next date is 

Nov. 3. 
Foodshare Van: Comes to the church every 

other Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m.; next date is 
Oct. 27.

Prayer Requests: Need prayer? Contact the 
church and leave a message. 

Sonshine Stampers: This group meets 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. at the church to make 
greeting cards. All are invited.

Fall Tag Sale: Saturday, Oct. 23, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. Lunch will be available to purchase.

Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving 
Day: The church will have its annual Thanks-
giving Dinner at 3 p.m. on Thanksgiving, for 
those who have nowhere to go or would just like 
to attend. Dine-in only. Call the church to make 
reservations. Clearly state your name, contact 
number and how many will be attending. Seat-
ing is limited. 

Senior Citizen News & Notes
 The following have been announced for 

Andover seniors, veterans and disabled. To at-
tend any event, call senior coordinator Cathy 
Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. Transporta-
tion available for all events, as well as shop-
ping on Tuesdays, Foodshare/food pantry rides 
on Wednesday, and lunches on Fridays. For all 
YAH events, call Judy Knox at 860-643-6824; 
for all movie information, call Sue Schmidt at 
860-604-1057; and for all trip information, call 
Georgia O’Brien at 860-742-9947.

Masks: Must now be worn at the town hall 
community room for all events. Only those who 
have been vaccinated should attend senior pro-
grams.

Senior Luncheons: Fridays through Oct. 22, 

at noon, at the Town Hall Gazebo. Mark Hand 
will talk about changes in Medicare, Medicaid, 
Extra Help, and all insurance plans for 2022. 
Halloween will be celebrated with treats. Call 
Palazzi for reservations or a ride. Lunch will be 
inside if too cold.

Rides to all town events, town meetings, 
referendums, or board meetings and all medi-
cal appointments available by calling Palazzi. 
All seniors, veterans, disabled are welcome. If 
you have a caregiver, they may come with you. 
Masks must be worn. The next voting day will 
be Tuesday, Nov. 2, when there will be a vote on 
the RHAM Turf Field question

 Food Deliveries: If you need a food deliv-
ery, let Palazzi know.

Ham and Bean Dinner
Andover Congregational Church, 359 

Route 6, will hold a Ham and Bean Dinner 
Friday, Oct. 29, from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $12. 
Take-out or eat-in. 

Call the church at 860-742-7696 and 
leave a message to pre-order.  Walk-ins are 
also welcome.

Absentee Ballots for 
RHAM Referendum

There will be a referendum on Tuesday, Nov. 
2, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m., in the Community Room 
of the Town Office Building, to vote on appro-
priating $3,560,000 for a new turf field, track 
and lighting at RHAM High School.  

Any Andover elector or taxpayer who will 
not be able to vote in person at the polls can 
obtain an absentee ballot from the town clerk’s 
office, located at Town Hall, 17 School Rd.

COVID-19 Booster
Shot Clinic

A town-wide COVID-19 booster shot clinic, 
will be available to all residents, will take place 
Monday, Nov. 29, from 2-5 p.m., at the Ando-
ver Elementary School gym. Both Moderna and 
Pfizer booster shots will be available. 

More details as soon as they are known will 
be published in the Rivereast. Put this date on 
your calendar and contact Cathy Palazzi with 
any questions at 860-916-6122 or for transpor-
tation. If you have not had any COVID-19 shots 
you may have them on that day.CPR Class

There will be a CPR class Monday, Oct. 
25, from 7-9 p.m., at the Andover Fire De-
partment, 11 School Rd.

Cost is $20 and includes use of training 
materials, CPR for Adult, Child and Infant, 
AED training, Choking and two-year certifi-
cation from the American Heart Association. 

Registration is required; call Deputy Chief 
Mindy Hegener at 860-706-3074. Masks are 
required for the unvaccinated.

Halloween Fun Event
The Andover Recreation Commission will 

hold a Halloween Fun Event on Saturday, Oct. 
30, starting at 1 p.m.  

Recreation Commission members will hand 
out bags of candy and treats. There will be a DJ 
for music and entertainment and several deco-
rated trunks on site. The fire department and 
resident trooper will be there with treats too.  

WARNING
REFERENDUM VOTE

Regional School District No. 8
Town of Andover
November 2, 2021

A referendum vote of the electors and citizens qualified to vote 
in town meetings of the Town of Andover, Connecticut will be 
held in the Town of Andover at the following place:

Andover Town Hall Community Room
17 School Road

Andover, Connecticut 06232
and simultaneously in Hebron and Marlborough, Connecticut on 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021, between the hours of 6:00 a.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. pursuant to Section 10-56 of the General Statutes 
of the State of Connecticut, as amended, upon a resolution ad-
opted by the Regional School District No. 8 Board of Education 
at a meeting held on August 23, 2021.
The resolution will be placed on the ballot labels as the following 
question:
“Shall Regional School District No. 8, comprised of the Towns 
of Hebron, Andover and Marlborough, appropriate $3,560,000 
for the installation of a new turf field, track and lighting at RHAM 
High School and authorize the issuance of bonds, notes or tem-
porary notes in an amount not to exceed $3,560,000 to finance 
the appropriation?”

YES         NO
Voters approving the resolution shall vote “Yes” and those op-
posing the resolution shall vote “No”.
A copy of the full text of the resolution is on file and available for 
public inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office. Absentee ballots 
will be available from the Town Clerk’s office.
Dated in Andover, Connecticut this 18 day of October, 2021.
Carol Lee
Andover Town Clerk 1TB 10/22
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Portland Linebackers Leading Panthers Football

	 Portland High School seniors Teddy Williams (left) and Owen Brunk (right) are 
leading a Panthers football team that has won all four games this season.

by Josh Howard
All great defensive football teams have line-

backers that can stop the run and play the pass 
effectively while creating chaos for opposing 
teams. 

The Cromwell/Portland football team has 
that luxury this season.

Portland High seniors Owen Brunk and 
Teddy Williams are manning the middle for the 
Panthers, teaming with junior Ryan Rozich to 
form one of the fiercest linebacking trios in the 
state.

“We felt like we were the best when we were 
sophomores and Ryan was a freshman,” Brunk 
said. “The guys on the team, they push me ev-
ery day. Even when it gets difficult guys like 
Teddy will push me. We push each other.”

Brunk was an All-State linebacker as a soph-
omore in the fall of 2019 and was ready to re-
peat that performance in 2020, but the pandem-
ic had other plans that included the cancellation 
of full-contact high school football in the state 
of Connecticut.

Williams recalled the difficult time. 
“We missed out on our junior year, which is 

a big year, and we’ve just been working all off-
season to get prepared for it,” he said. “We were 
ready when we got the chance.”

The three linebackers, along with quarter-
back Cole Brisson, are captaining a Panthers 
team that through four games are undefeated, 
including a 49-0 statement victory over North 
Branford last Saturday. 

Brunk intercepted two passes, returning one 
for a touchdown, and Williams had a sack, 
forced fumble, and fumble recovery in the lop-
sided win. 

Brisson led the offense with four touchdown 
passes, two to Ben Fagan, and running back 
Alex Hair – also a Portland High student – ran 
for 133 and two touchdowns on only 10 carries.

The team started the season with wins over 
Morgan (36-8), Haddam-Killingworth (41-3), 
and Valley Regional/Old Lyme (21-6). 

Rozich, who attends Cromwell High School, 
said the team couldn’t wait to get back on the 
field after last fall’s disappointment, “We came 
out ready to play and it’s showed on the field. 
We put in a ton of work in the offseason to get 

ready and we’re just having fun.”
Since the team wasn’t able to compete last 

fall, the linebackers focused their attention on 
getting bigger, stronger, and faster in the weight 
room, training with former Penn State standout 
linebacker Jarvis Miller at Athlete Training In-
stitute in Cromwell.

“We were able to learn from him. We knew 
there wasn’t many guys that were doing what 
we are doing,” Brunk said of the top-notch 
training. “We knew what we were doing was 
different. Not many guys train like we do in the 
offseason.”

Williams has seen a night and day differ-
ence in his performance thanks to the profes-
sional and extensive training, “Two years ago I 
was average at best and then I got in the weight 
room and I work out with these guys, and I 
come back 100 times better.”

Brunk and Williams do most of their dam-
age on the defensive side, each averaging eight 
tackles per game, and they also double as of-
fensive threats. 

Brunk is a bruising running back, scoring a 
pair of touchdowns on the ground through the 
first four games. 

Williams starts at receiver, leading the team 
in receptions (16) and receiving touchdowns 
(4), and handles some kicking duties on special 
teams. 

The versatile Williams doesn’t mind the dou-
ble and sometimes triple duties.

“I love being the guy that everyone can look 
at and know that I can get something done,” he 
said.

Panthers head coach Randell Bennett heaped 
praise his linebackers, calling them “unstoppa-
ble,” adding, “When the linemen see that kind 
of speed moving in front of them it’s almost like 
an unfair advantage.”

The production and success on the field is a 
combination of tireless work in the weight and 
film rooms, mixed with a natural chemistry. 
Brunk and Williams are just as close off the 
field as they are on it. 

“My freshman and sophomore year I thought 
our team was close, but it’s nothing compared 
to this team now,” said Brunk. “We not only 
work out together in the offseason but we also 

hang out together. We created a bond that when 
we are on the field everything is easier.”

“It’s awesome,” Williams added. “I know that 
if I make a mistake, those two have my back 
and they’ll make the play. It allows me to go 
100% and fly around out there.”

After playing three of four on the road, the 
Cromwell/Portland football co-op enters a 
three-game home stretch. The Panthers will 
welcome Old Saybrook/Westbrook (10/22, 
6 p.m.), Granby/Canton (10/29, 6 p.m.), and 
CREC co-op (11/5, 6:30 p.m.) to Pierson Park 

in Cromwell over the next three weeks.
Portland and Cromwell are normally rivals in 

sports, but not on the football field where the 
towns are united in a quest for a state champi-
onship. 

“We knew the potential we had this year,” 
said Brunk. “Every day in practice we are work-
ing and we have so many guys that can play at 
a high level. First team, second team, and we 
have guys on the third team that can step up and 
play varsity football.”

YFS Halloween Events
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Portland Youth & Family Services, along 
with Senior Services, Portland Library, Parks 
& Recreation, and Economic Development will 
sponsor two Halloween events this year. 

The Haunted Light Trail: Residents and 
businesses that decorate can have their names 
added to a map of decorated locations where 
people can vote on their favorites and the hous-
es and businesses can win prizes and bragging 
rights.

Howl-o-Ween, Little Pumpkins: On Satur-
day, Oct. 23, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., on the Town 
Green, Howl-o-Ween, a Portland dog costume 

parade, and Portland’s Little Pumpkins, a youth 
costume parade will take place. The dog pa-
rade starts at 11:30 a.m.; only Portland dogs 6 
months or older are invited and pre-registration 
is required. The youth parade starts at 2 p.m. 
and all ages are welcome. Crafts, spooky stores, 
and refreshments will be available. Town busi-
nesses are encouraged to set up a table or tent 
and participate in the event.

For more information, to participate or to 
register your dog for Howl-o-Ween, call YFS 
at 860-342-6758 or visit www.portlandct.org/
youth-services.

Email your classified line ads to 
sandy@glcitizen.com & call 860.633.4691  

to pay with your credit card.



Page 26	 NEWS BULLETIN • October 22, 2021

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree

R
E

3-
13

-2
0

Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Open
Tues. 9-5, Wed. 9-6,

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-2

after hours by appointment

R
E

11
-2

7-
20Numismatist over 25 years

In business since 2008
Served over 15,000 customers

COVID
Compliant

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

R
E

10
-8

-2
1

Special Voter Registration Session
The Marlborough registrars of voters will hold 

a voter registration session Tuesday, Oct. 26, from 
8:30 a.m.-8 p.m., at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., 
for those seeking to vote in the Nov. 2 election.

After Tuesday, Oct. 26, people can register up 
until 5 p.m. Nov. 1 if: they turned 18 between Oct. 
27 and Nov. 1; became a naturalized citizen be-
tween Oct. 27 and Nov. 1; moved into Marlbor-
ough between Oct. 27 and Nov. 1; or are an active 
service member, former service member who has 
been discharged within the calendar year, or any 
person who has been out of the country.

Voting Registration Deadlines: All registrations 
(mail in, online and through the DMV and AAA) 

must be received or postmarked by Oct. 26.
Election Day Registration will be held Nov. 2 

(Election Day) at Town Hall, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Proof of residence in Marlborough is required. 
Election Day registration requires that in order to 
cast a ballot on Election Day, the applicant must 
be registered to vote no later than 8 p.m. Appli-
cants, who continue to be in line at 8 p.m. will not 
be able to participate in this election.

For more information, call the registrars’ office 
at 860-295-6166.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. The senior 
center has announced the following:

Transportation: Transportation to the senior 
center, shopping, medical and non-medical ap-
pointments will be offered each day from 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m., with a 36-hour advance reservation. 
Masks are required as well as appropriate distanc-
ing. 

The Food Bank is located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008) and is open every Tuesday from 
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. It is open to 
qualified residents in need of food. Transportation 
for seniors and/or physically challenged individu-
als is available; call the senior center if needed.

Crime Prevention Class: On Tuesday, Oct. 26, 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m., Officer Jay Kehoe, director 
of public safety, will conduct a class at the senior 
center called “Situation of Awareness and Crime 
Prevention,” for all seniors and concerned citizens.

Monday, Oct. 25: Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Not Just Quilting, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: or-
ange juice, barbecue pulled pork, burger bun, 
potato salad, coleslaw, chocolate pudding; Meals-
on-Wheels, 12:30 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3p.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 26: Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 

8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, 
noon; setback or cards of your choice, 1-3 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 27: Grocery Shopping, 9 
a.m.-noon; Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.; Assistance, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: 
oven-fried chicken, baked beans, Capri-blend veg-
etables, corn muffin, mandarin oranges; Sophisti-
cated Ladies (Tap Dancing), 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 28: Flu shots, 10 a.m.-1:30 
p.m.; assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 
a.m.; Tai Chi with Linda, 10:30 a.m.; Meals-on-
Wheels, noon; quilling, 1-4 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 29: Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.; as-
sistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: breaded flounder 
filet, mashed potatoes, peas and diced carrots, 
100% whole wheat bread, fresh orange. 

Richmond Library News & Notes
Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15 

School Drive, has reopened its building to the 
public, but curbside pickup is still being offered. 
For more information and full program descrip-
tions – and to inquire about available curbside 
printing services – call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Building and Curbside Hours: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The book drop is 
open for returns. Overdue fines are not accruing 
at this time. 

Meeting Room: The library meeting room 
has reopened to the public. Stop by the library 
to check availability and fill out a preregistration 
user agreement form.

Spin the Halloween Prize Wheel: Kids can 
spin the Halloween Prize Wheel once per day 
through Oct. 30 to win a prize. 

Fall Book Sale: Saturday, Oct. 23, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. All proceeds directly benefit the li-
brary.

Young Chefs Festive Fall Edition: Wednes-
day, Oct. 27, at 6 p.m., via Zoom, for kids ages 5 
and above. Welcome back Food Explorers for a 
pumpkin cinnamon rolls baking program. Email 
the library to register. 

Medicare Updates, Changes, and Benefits 
for 2021: This virtual program, held on Zoom 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, at 6 p.m., will explore the latest 
updates to Medicare, including the differences 
between original Medicare, Medicare supple-
ments, Medicare Advantage and prescription 
drug plans. This event is being facilitated by Se-
nior Health and Retirement Service, located in 
Clinton. Email richmondprograms@gmail.com 
to register.

Fall Author Series: The library has teamed 

up with the Cragin, East Hampton, and Welles-
Turner libraries for a virtual author talk series. 
Deborah Copaken (author of Ladyparts, Shut-
terbabe and The Red Book) will talk over Zoom 
Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 6:30 p.m. Email the library 
to register. 

Henry Chapman Mercer: A Legacy Built 
in Concrete: Tuesday, Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m., via 
Zoom. Located in Doylestown, Bucks County, 
Pa., the Mercer Museum and Fonthill Castle are 
two historic castles that celebrate the life and 
legacy of Henry Chapman Mercer (1856-1930), 
an American archaeologist, anthropologist, ce-
ramicist and scholar. The Nov. 16 Zoom program 
features film clips, historic archives and modern-
day images. Email richmondprograms@gmail.
com to register.

‘25 Days of Cheer’ Donation Request: The 
library’s annual “25 Days of Cheer” Holiday Si-
lent Auction is scheduled to be held Oct. 29-Nov. 
29. Organizers are currently seeking donations 
from the community for the library’s largest fun-
draiser. All are welcome to donate a gift certifi-
cate – whether you’re a hair stylist, manicurist, 
dog groomer, massage therapist, carpenter, paint-
er, landscaper or handyman. Auction organizers 
said they would also appreciate gift baskets or 
gift cards to local stores or restaurants. Anyone 
who contributes (unless done anonymously) will 
be thanked on the library website and sponsor-
ship flyer in addition to having their name (or 
business name) displayed during the auction. If 
interested in contributing to the auction, email 
Library Director Aubrey Muscaro at amuscaro@
richmondlibrary.info or call 860-295-6211. Do-
nated items must be received by Oct. 25. All pro-
ceeds from the holiday silent auction go directly 
to the library and community.

Historical Society News
The Marlborough Historical Society has is-

sued the following pieces of news:
Cemetery Walk: The fourth annual Cem-

etery Walk will be held Thursday, Oct. 28, and 
Saturday, Oct. 30, at 6 p.m. both nights. All are 
invited to learn about the lives and deaths of 
many past residents via walks through Century 
Cemetery and Marlboro Cemetery. Registration 
is free, and can be done by either email (mhs@
marlboroughhistory.org) or by calling Romano 
Ghirlanda at 860-916-4031. Bring a flashlight if 
you can, and dress warmly. Each walk will begin 
at the Richmond Memorial Library parking lot.

Map Available: The Bicentennial Map de-
picting many items of Marlborough’s history 
is now available for purchase at www.marlbor-
oughhistory.org/store for $7. Payment can also 
be made via check; send to Marlborough His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 
06447. The map was made exclusively for the 
Marlborough Historical Society in 1975-76 by 
its then-president, Larry Oglesby, and illustra-
tor W. Nystrom. Size is 18.5 x 12.5.

Cemetery Fall Clean-Up
The annual cemetery fall clean-up is sched-

uled for Saturday, Nov. 6, at Marlboro Cem-
etery. Volunteers are invited to participate and 
are asked to meet at 9 a.m.

Residents are asked to remove any personal 
items and decorations prior to the clean-up. Any 
items found to be in violation of cemetery rules 
and regulations or a hindrance to maintenance 
will be removed. These items include shepherd 
hooks, glass objects, items hanging from trees 
and pots. For a complete listing, go to tinyurl.
com/3eyze3xj.

Ladies Auxiliary
Polish Dinner 

To support its Scholarship Fund, the Ameri-
can Legion Marlborough Post 197 Ladies Aux-
iliary will hold a dine-in or take-out Polish din-
ner Friday, Oct. 29 from 3-6 p.m., at the Legion, 
128 E. Hampton Rd. All proceeds will be do-
nated to scholarship fund for a girl who is will 
graduate from RHAM High School in 2022.

Dinner will include “lazy man” pierogis, 
golumpki (stuffed cabbage), pickled beets, rye 
bread and butter, and dessert. Take-out is en-
couraged, as there will be a limited amount of 
seating at the club, with social distancing. 

Those getting the food to go have the option 
to not get out of their cars. Servers will have 
masks and gloves when serving dinner. Make 
checks payable to the American Legion Post 
197 – Ladies Auxiliary. 

Advanced ticket sales only; reservations due 
by Wednesday, Oct. 27. Tickets are $12 each for 
adults ($8 for children) and are on sale at the 
bar during normal business hours: Monday-Sat-
urday, 1-7 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-7 p.m. Call 
860-306-8769 for reservations or questions.

Book Discussion to
Raise Afghani Awareness
Marlborough Outreach, a volunteer, non-

partisan civic group, is hosting a book discus-
sion via Zoom Tuesday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m., to 
raise awareness for Afghan refugees. IRIS.org 
(Integrated Refugee and Emigration Services), 
headquartered in New Haven, is now welcom-
ing evacuated Afghan families to nearby towns 
in Connecticut.

The selected book, The Lightless Sky by 
Gulwali Passarlay, is a memoir of fortitude and 
survival of a 12-year-old boy’s traumatic flight 
from Afghanistan to the West. 

Gulwali is now an activist and advocate for 
refugee children in Europe. The eBook and au-
diobook can be found for free on Hoopla, which 
is an app available through most libraries. 

All are invited to read this book and join this 
discussion. For a link to the Zoom meeting, or 
for more information, email Andrea at Marlbor-
oughoutreach@gmail.com.

Lions to Raffle 
Generator

The Marlborough Lions Club is raffling 
off an 8,000-watt Generac portable genera-
tor with a retail value of $1,100. The genera-
tor has features such as a pushbutton electric 
start with trickle charger, hours counter and 
120V/240V outlets. 

The winner of the raffle will also receive 
the services of an electrician to install a cir-
cuit breaker panel interlock and the cabling 
needed to hook up the generator with a value 
not to exceed $1,000. Raffle tickets are only 
$20 each. The drawing will take place during 
the Lions’ Fall Masquerade 5K on Oct. 31. 
Ticket sales will continue until that event.

For tickets, call Lions President Megan 
Lloyd at 413-687-5537, Secretary Ken Hjul-
strom at 860-490-9116 or Treasurer Jean-
Paul Bolduc at 860-798-2054.
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Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCebOOk Page

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
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Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!
Spinach Potato & Cheese

Or broccoli, Potato & Cheese
with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Cider donutS are BaCk!!!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

Delicious lunch speciAls DAilY!

Serving BreakfaSt, lunCh & dinner

R
E

7-
31

-2
0

No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Lion Receives Melvin Jones Award

	 Longtime Marlborough Lion Arnie 
Buckley recently received the Lions’ 
Melvin Jones Award.

Marlborough Lions Club member Arnie 
Buckley was recently recognized by receiving 
the Lions’ Melvin Jones Award. 

Buckley has been a Lion for over 50 years 
and was involved in, and initiated, a number 
of Lions projects over the years – including 
the Marlborough Community Arts Festival, 
which was a big summer event at the lake. 
While Buckley didn’t start the festival, he was 
instrumental in getting the Lions to run the big-
gest income-earner of the event, which was the 
“Hamburg and Hot Dog” truck, which also sold 
bratwurst. The Lions even had the beer conces-
sion for a few years. 

This was an extremely successful fundrais-
ing event and Buckley worked the truck cook-
ing and selling virtually all weekend for years, 
while working with his close friends Don Lack, 
Brad Kula and Brian Reynolds. He even got 
Bob Farley (a charter member of the club) and 
Rich Hartley to join in with the work. Over the 
years, Reynolds, Farley and Lack have passed 
away and Kula moved to East Hartford.

Most of the local philanthropic groups partic-
ipated and had booths, including the two politi-
cal parties. Quite a few participants sold various 
arts and crafts as well. The club was a bit larger 
back then, with around 30 very active members.

However, the Lions said one event that comes 
to mind, relative to Buckley, was, what was 
called Marlborough Days. Buckley and Lack 
brought in some historical recreation actors 
and props to the Marlborough Days event at the 
lake each year. One year in particular, Buckley 
brought in a Bonnie and Clyde reenactment 
troupe that recreated (including vintage auto-
mobiles) the final shootout between Bonnie and 
Clyde and the FBI. There were guns, gunfire, 
fake bullets hitting people with fake blood, dia-
logue, music – and of course, the cars. 

One of the projects Buckley was most proud 

of was the construction of the old stone fire-
place on the pavilion at the lake. He organized 
and ran that project, volunteering hundreds of 
man hours and resources to it. The Lions said 
Buckley was heartbroken when the town re-
moved the stone fireplace and replaced it with 
the current fireplace.

Buckley also has many stories he could share 
about the pranks and good times the Lions all 
enjoyed years ago – from dressing up in cos-
tumes and marching in the town parades to 
mystery rides to just general friendships.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203.

Youth Programs: Pumpkin Decorating 
Contest: For ages 4-13. Prizes will be awarded 
in the following categories: Scariest pumpkin, 
Funniest pumpkin, Most original pumpkin. 
Design your pumpkins and bring them to the 
Recreation Department. Please provide name 
and contact information with pumpkin. Pump-
kins can be dropped off between Monday, Oct. 
25 and Wednesday, Oct. 27. Pumpkins will be 
displayed along the cemetery wall on School 
Street. For more information about this event 
call 860-295-6203.

Mad Science – Eureka: For grades 1-6, 
Mondays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., from Oct. 25-Dec. 
13, at Marlborough Elementary School. Stu-
dents can explore famous inventors such as 
Leonardo da Vinci, Ben Franklin, Thomas Edi-
son and Archimedes. Kids get a science project 
to take home each week. Registration fee: $135/
residents, $140/non-residents.

Drawing Techniques: For grades 4-6. 
Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m., Oct. 27-Nov. 10, at 
MES. tudents will learn a variety of drawing 
techniques as well as experiment with various 
materials. The instructor will set up a variety of 
still life options. Students are invited to bring 
stuffed animals or other objects they wish to 
draw. All materials are provided. Fee: $75/resi-
dents, $80/non-residents. 

Acrylic Landscape Painting: For grades 
4-6. Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m., Dec. 1-22, at 
MES. Students will be guided through the 

techniques of landscape painting. Students can 
bring a photo of a landscape, or choose one. All 
materials provided. Students are encouraged 
to bring a snack. Fee: $90/residents, $95/non-
residents.

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up, English- or Western-style instruction. Les-
sons are private and one hour. Lesson days and 
times are flexible. Fee is four lessons for $175/
residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Zumba: Tuesdays through 
Oct. 22, 7-8 p.m., at MES. There is a $10 fee to 
drop in. Register on the Parks and Rec. website.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs: Signs 
cost $35. Each vertical sign is double-sided 
8”x24” with 4” numbers on blue highway re-
flective metal. Order forms are online and at 
Town Hall.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday in-person worship at the Congrega-

tional Church of Marlborough, United Church of 
Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10 a.m. Church-
goers are asked to wear a mask. The worship ser-
vice is also livestreamed at mcc.marlcongchurch.
org for those unable to attend in person.

Oct. 24: Worship will be led by church mem-
ber, singer and guitarist Steve Pozzato.

Sunday School is in-person for children ages 
3 to grade 8 and all are welcome.

Faith Formation Study Group: Meets Thurs-
days, upstairs in the lounge, at 10:30 a.m. All are 
welcome.

Mission Support in October: Will go to the 
York Correctional Resettlement Program. Dona-
tions to missions or for any other giving may be 
sent to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, 
CT 06447 or placed in an offering box on a Sun-
day.

AA: Meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, noon and 7:30 
p.m.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Open Satur-

days from 9 a.m.-noon. Halloween and fall are 
now featured along with name-brand jewelry and 
handbags, infants and children, cookware and 
more. Masks required. Second Blessings accepts 
donations during shopping hours. The shop sells 
year-round on eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and programs 
are open to all. The church is an Open and Af-
firming faith community. For more information 
about the church or its programs, call the church 
office at 860-295-9050 or Pastor Bob Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432.

Absentee Ballots Available
Absentee ballots are available in the Marl-

borough town clerk’s office at Town Hall during 
regular business hours. They can also be mailed 
to registered voters who have completed and re-
turned a valid absentee ballot application.

Reminder: For this municipal election, one 
must request the absentee ballot application; it 
will not be automatically mailed like last year.

Those who choose not to vote by absentee bal-
lot are reminded they can vote at the polls at Marl-
borough Elementary School, 25 School Drive, on 
Election Day, Nov. 2, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

For more information, call Lauren or Martha in 
the town clerk’s office at 860-295-6206.

Republican Campaign 
Signs Available

The Marlborough Republican Town Com-
mittee has campaign signs available and will 
deliver them to anyone who would like to place 
them on their property. For signs, call Ken Hjul-
strom at 860-490-9116. 

Voters can also visit www.MarlGOP.com for 
more information on the Republican candidates.

Wreath Sales Have Begun
Boy Scout Troop 39 in Marlborough has 

kicked off its annual wreath sales fundraiser.  
With free, contactless delivery to your home, 
the wreaths are fresh balsam, handmade in 
Maine and decorated by local Scouts with pine 
cones, berries and a red velvet bow. Available 
in two sizes: a 22-inch wreath for $25, or a 28-
inch wreath for $30. 

This is the only troop-wide fundraiser con-
ducted, with profits supporting the troop’s 
campouts, equipment needs, service projects 
and activities throughout the year. Scouts can-
not knock on doors this year, but they will take 
orders through Nov. 12. All are also asked to 
donate toward a wreath for Marlborough Food 
Bank families. 

Place an order online or via mail at www.
troop39wreaths.com.  Credit cards are accepted 
online.  For more information, call or text 860-
295-3060.  Wreath deliveries will begin Nov. 20 
and conclude by Nov. 30.  

Nearly 100 at Republican 
Meet-and-Greet

The Marlborough Republicans held a Meet-
and-Greet “Brisket BBQ” last Sunday. The 
Meet-and-Greet drew nearly 100 visitors who 
took advantage of the opportunity to meet with 
the Republican candidates running for office in 
the Nov. 2 municipal elections, while dining on 
the variety of foods at the barbecue. 

Those who were unable to attend can learn 
more about the Republican candidates at the 
Marlborough RTC website at www.MarlGOP.
com and at the Marlborough RTC Facebook 
page.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Obituaries 

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
Many new Colors In stoCk!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% off
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 10/31/21.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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East Hampton
Lorraine Spakowski

Lorraine (Chadsey) Spakowski, 69, of East 
Hampton, beloved wife of Charles J. Spak-
owski Jr., passed away peacefully at her home 
Tuesday, Oct. 19. Born Dec. 5, 1951 in Middle-
town, she was the daughter of the late Edwin 
and Lillian (Hubbard) Chadsey. She was retired 
from Pratt & Whitney where she had worked as 
a materials handler. 

Besides her husband, she is survived by her 
daughters, Dawn (Donald) Hanna, Theresa 
(Marty) Bogue; stepdaughter, Dawn Spakows-
ki, stepsons, Joe Verlinde, Wayne (Tina) Spa-
kowski; her brother, Mark (Cheryl) Chadsey; 
half-brothers, Michael and Thomas Arrigoni; 
grandchildren, Lauren, Stirling, Stasia, Mary, 
and Kimberly; her great-granddaughter Ellie 
and several other step-great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

She was predeceased by her stepfather, 
Thomas Arrigoni, and her brother, Edwin Chad-
sey Jr. 

Funeral services will be private at the conve-
nience of the family. 

To leave online condolences please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
Dominick P. Genna

Dominick P. Genna, 69, of Colchester, passed 
away Tuesday, Oct. 12. Born Jan. 3, 1952, in 
Queens, N.Y., he was a son of the late Salvatore 
and Cecilia (Carlucci) Genna. 

In 1978 he married his wife, Elizabeth Fos-
ter; the couple settled in Queens, where they 
raised their two sons. For over 30 years, Domi-
nick worked as a plumber at the Metropolitan 
Hospital in New York, until her retirement in 
2006. In his spare time, he enjoyed tending to 
his garden, and spending time with his family. 

He will be forever loved and remembered 
by his wife, Elizabeth Genna; sons, Dominick 
S. Genna and wife Missy Genna, and Michael 
Genna; brother, Carl Genna and wife Mary 
Genna; grandchildren, Maddie, Avery Rose and 
Layla Genna; and numerous other extended 
family and friends.

Callings hours were held Monday, Oct. 18, at 
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester, followed by a chapel 
service in the funeral home. Burial took place 
in the St. Joseph Cemetery, 815 Boswell Ave., 
Norwich. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memo-
rial donations be made to the American Cancer 
Society (www.cancer.org).

Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. For online condolences, please 
visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Portland
David Norman Unikewicz

David Norman Unike-
wicz, “Dave,” “Uke,” 
“Bro,” “Pops,” “Cab-
bage,” passed peacefully 
Thursday, Oct. 7. David 
was born on March 24, 
1944 to John Francis 
Unikewicz Sr. and Ge-
nowefa A. Gut.  

David lived on Marl-
borough Street in the 
family home for much of 
his life.  David loved living in Portland.  It was 
often joked that David knew mostly everyone 
in town.  He had a “Hey! How ya doin’?” for 
everyone!  A few of the friends David could 
be found around town with are James Nursick, 
Timothy Barrett, and David Opuszynski. He 
was a proud member of the Portland Compa-
ny 2 Volunteer Fire Department for 50 years. 
In addition to the volunteer fire department, 
David was a member of the fire department’s 
drill team and traveled all over the east coast 
to march in various parades.  David was also a 
member of the Company 2 softball team, where 
he was a pitcher.

David retired from Pratt and Whitney Air-
craft in Middletown, where he worked in the 
materials department for 35 years.

How did David enjoy his retirement?  Very 
well, thank you!  David was super active with all 
his hobbies.  David was an avid New York Mets 
fan and could be found watching them when-
ever he could!  David loved fishing and would 
almost never miss an opening day at Salmon 
River.  He also enjoyed going out on the boat 
deep-sea fishing with friends. Monday nights 
were cards nights at St. Francis Club (don’t call 
him then!), and Fridays were setback. Any days 
in between, you could find him playing horse-
shoes.  First playing with the firehouse league, 

Portland
Gerald J. Parisi

Gerald J. (“Jerry”) 
Parisi, 86, of Portland, 
passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his loving 
family Sunday, Oct. 17.

Jerry was born Sept. 
9, 1935, to Jeremiah and 
Grace (Fortin) Parisi in 
Middletown. After gradu-
ating from Middletown 
High School he received 
his teaching degree from Central Connecticut 
State University (formerly “The Teachers Col-
lege”). Jerry had a fulfilling 35-year teaching 
career where he taught in both the Middletown 
and Haddam school districts. He was beloved 
by his students and colleagues.

After retiring, Jerry enjoyed travelling with 
his wife, gardening, reading, doing crosswords, 
and spending time with his family.

Jerry was predeceased by his wife Sandra and 
his brother Paul. He is survived by his children 
Jeremy (partner Anne), Rosemary (Claude), and 
Laura (Manuel). In addition, he leaves behind 
six grandchildren (Sean, Stephen, Alex, Erika, 
Brandon, and Emma), close cousins, lifelong 
friends, sister-in-law, niece and nephew.

Jerry will be remembered by everyone for his 
wisdom, humor, and humble personality.

The family thanks Portland Care and Rehab 
for their compassionate care of Jerry. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that donations be made 
to The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research in Jerry’s name.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Mon-
day, Oct. 25, at 10 a.m., in St. Mary Church, 
Portland. Burial will be in the family plot in the 
Swedish Cemetery, Portland. There are no call-
ing hours. 

Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main 
St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

East Hampton
Rev. Alice Lester

The Rev. Alice (Palm) Lester, 74, transitioned 
to her next adventure Friday, Oct. 15, at home 
in East Hampton. Alice was born in Mount 
Kisco, N.Y., to Helge and Thelma (Campbell) 
Palm, moved to East Hampton as a child, and 
attended Bethlehem Lutheran Church with her 
family. 

Alice was educated at East Hampton High 
School, Luther College, and Hartford Semi-
nary. As a member of the Marlborough Con-
gregational Church, she embraced such roles 
as Sunday School superintendent and church 
moderator among others. 

When she was 57, Alice pursued her calling 
to ministry with the loving support of her chil-
dren and church family. She attended Bangor 
Theological Seminary in Maine and graduated 
in 2009 with her bachelor’s degree in religious 
studies and master’s degree in divinity. She was 
ordained in 2011 and served first as the pas-
tor for the Springfield Congregational Church, 
Springfield Maine, and then the First Congre-
gational Church, Pittsfield Maine. Alice also 

Colchester
Vito N. Ignazio

Vito N. Ignazio, 83, of 
Colchester, passed away 
peacefully at home sur-
rounded by his family 
Saturday, Oct. 16. He was 
born Oct. 12, 1938, in 
Windsor Locks, son of the 
late Albert and Palmina 
(Recchia) Ignazio. 

Vito was married for 60 
years to his beloved wife 
Carol. They were married 
at St. Mary Church, Windsor Locks, on July 23, 
1960.  She predeceased him in February 2021. 
He was a devoted husband, father and grand-
father. 

Vito was a longtime resident of Colchester. 
Growing up in Windsor Locks, he worked for 
the family business, The Ignazio Florist and 
Greenhouses. After moving to Colchester, Vito 
worked for TLC Oil Company, Stroehmann 
Bakeries, Lincoln Oil and Forbes Petroleum.  
He was the founder and operator of his fami-
ly-owned business, The Westchester Firewood 
Company. 

Vito was very civic-minded and was active in 
his community.  He served in the Connecticut 
Army National Guard 43rd Military Police.  He 
also served as a Constable for the Town of Col-
chester and was a 20+ year member of the Col-
chester Hayward Volunteer Fire Company.  He 
was a former captain and helped to organize the 
annual Christmas tree and wreath sales. Prior to 
moving to Colchester, Vito was a member of the 
Windsor Locks Fire Department and played the 
bass drum in the Windsor Locks Fire Depart-
ment Fife and Drum Corps. Vito was a member 
of the Belltown Antique Car Club and a past 
member of the Good Times Motoring Club.  He 
enjoyed going for drives in his 1929 Model A 
and attending car shows and local parades. 

In his retirement years, Vito enjoyed travel-
ing, attending NASCAR races to support his 
son Chris and spending time with his wife, chil-
dren, and grandchildren. Vito was one of the 
original members of the Dunkin’ Gang and had 
his own chair reserved.  He leaves behind his 
good friends at Dunkin’.

He is survived by two sons, Christopher Ig-
nazio and his wife Diane of Colchester, and 
Scott Ignazio of Colchester and his companion 
Jo-Lynn McKinney of Waterford; three grand-
children, Shayne, Cassandra and Olivia Ignazio 
of Colchester; daughter-in-law, Stephanie Ig-
nazio of Middletown; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends. 

In addition to his parents and his wife Carol, 
Vito was predeceased by his sister, Rosalie De-
May; his twin brother, Roger Ignazio Sr.; and 
brother, Albert Ignazio Jr. 

The family would like to extend their sincere 
gratitude to the nurses and staff of Middlesex 
Health Care at Home Hospice for the compas-
sionate care Vito received. 

Calling hours were held Thursday, Oct. 21, at 
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester. A funeral service will 
take place today, Friday, Oct. 22, at 11 a.m., at 
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home. Burial will 
take place in the New St. Andrew Cemetery on 
Gillette’s Lane in Colchester. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, IL 60601; the Middle-
sex Health Care at Home Hospice Program, 21 
Pleasant St., Middletown, CT 06457’  or Col-
chester Hayward Volunteer Fire Company, 52 
Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT 06415. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Christine A. Castonguay 

Christine A. Caston-
guay, after a long coura-
geous battle with ovarian 
cancer, died peacefully at 
Middlesex Hospice Sun-
day, Oct. 17. Born Feb. 3, 
1971, to the late Fernand 
and Jacqueline Caston-
guay (Levesque), Chris-
tine was raised in Bristol. 

She was a longtime res-
ident of East Hampton, an employee of the town 
of East Hampton in the Land Use Department 
and previously worked for the Chatham Health 
Department. Her boss, Planning and Zoning 
Official Jeremy DeCarli, was a mentor and 
trusted friend. Christine will be remembered for 
her kind words and infectious smile. She most 
enjoyed spending time with her beloved nieces 
Brynn and Caitlyn Castonguay Stone and had a 
true fascination and love for genealogy, which 
she shared with her cousin Charles Castonguay. 

She is survived by her longtime partner and 
the love of her life, Michael Roy; her sister, 
Debra Castonguay Stone and her brother, Ber-
nard Castonguay, both of Bristol; her nieces 
Brynn and Caitlyn Castonguay Stone and Mary 
and Gabrielle Castonguay; a very special uncle 
and aunt, Louis Castonguay and Rita Cyr of 
Bristol; and many aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Christine is predeceased by her parents and 
her brother Joseph Fernand Castonguay. 

Her life and legacy will be honored in a cer-
emony at Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., 
Saturday, Oct. 30, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Donations can be made in her honor to the 
National Ovarian Cancer Coalition.  

then at the campground league at Acorn Acres, 
and even in the Haddam/Killingworth leagues.  
Who did David play horseshoes and golf with?  
He played with longtime campground friends, 
Mark Bottion, Kevin Shields and Jimmy Weeks.  
They were the best of friends.

David spent 33 years at Acorn Acres camp-
ground with his family and friends.  He could be 
found playing horseshoes, grilling good food, 
playing Tiger Woods Golf with his friends, and 
just being a general schmooze.  David was the 
type of man who everyone loved and always 
stopped to talk to.

David is survived by his loving wife of 26 
years, Elizabeth Unikewicz.  He is also survived 
by his adoring daughter, Stacy Unikewicz Con-
nor and son Kevin Stanley Unikewicz.  David 
is also survived by his brother, Robert James 
Unikewicz Sr., and sister, Mary Carol (Unike-
wicz) Opalacz. 

David was predeceased by his sister, Jean 
Marie (Unikewicz) Henry, and his brothers, 
Gerald Francis Unikewicz, John Joseph Unike-
wicz and Stanley Richard Unikewicz.

The funeral will be held today, Friday, Oct. 
22, at 10 a.m., in St. Mary Church, Portland. 
Friends called at the Portland Memorial Funer-
al Home, 231 Main St., Portland, on Thursday, 
Oct. 21. Burial will be in St. Mary Cemetery, 
Portland, on Thursday, Oct. 28, at 11 a.m. 

worked for Katahdin Friends, Inc., of Maine, 
continuing her calling to help as a direct sup-
port professional for special needs adults until 
she retired in May.

Along with her loving daughters Ellen and 
Laura, Alice leaves Ellen’s children, Steven, 
Kristina, and Tim; her heart’s daughter Denise 
and her children Sabrina and Jake; and many 
dear friends and family in Connecticut, Maine, 
Minnesota and California. 

The family would like to extend special 
thanks to Beacon Hospice and Marlborough 
Congregational Church Care Team.

A memorial service will be held at Marlbor-
ough Congregational Church Friday, Oct. 29, at 
1 p.m., and a celebration of life will be held at 
Hammond Street Church in Bangor, Maine, at 
a future date.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to 
The CT Draft Horse Rescue, www.ctdraftres-
cue.org/donate. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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No Alternative Facts
To the Editor:

Again we have a letter comparing Anthony Fauci 
to Joseph Mercola. This is simply tedious. Mercola, 
we are told, has no “skin in the game” regarding vac-
cines, but Fauci does. Um, what?

Mercola sells alternative medicines. He makes his 
fortune from dietary supplements, tanning beds, juic-
ers, and similar paraphernalia. Anti-vaxxers are his 
natural market. It’s hard to imagine anyone with more 
skin in the game. (More info: letters.sauyet.com/#/
pages/mercola.) Fauci, by contrast, is a salaried gov-
ernment official with only his reputation at stake, 
one which would be enhanced by a rapid COVID-19 
decline. To imagine Fauci benefits from some vast 
conspiracy to push unnecessary vaccines – and that 
Mercola is an uninterested bystander who happens to 
oppose vaccines – takes a degree of mental gymnas-
tics impossible to fathom.

The problem in Gary Gile’s letter goes deeper. 
He tells us, “Everyone is entitled to their own bi-
ased opinion.” Sure. However, as Sen. Moynihan 
explained, “Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, 
but not his own facts.” Feel free to believe that maple 
walnut ice cream is better than butter pecan; I won’t 
judge... much. You can choose the Yankees over the 
Red Sox if your conscience allows. You’re even free 
to imagine that trickle-down economics actually 
works; I mean, some people still buy that tooth fairy 
business.

But serious scientific studies demonstrate the ef-
ficacy of COVID-19 vaccines. Ninety-five percent 
of new cases happen in the unvaccinated 33% of 
the population. The unvaccinated are 11 times more 
likely to die from it than the vaccinated. These are 
facts, and easy to look up. That you saw something 
different in the-daily-right-wing-snow-job.com does 
not change this.

On matters of opinion, feel free to believe what-
ever you like. But when your ideas run against actual 
facts, please don’t expect the world to change to suit 
your convenience.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover 

History Repeats Itself...
To the Editor:

This morning I heard a friend make the following 
statement: “We have to spend the money in our bud-
get or else we won’t get it again next year.” I first 
heard that same statement by a teacher while in the 
seventh grade nearly 70 years ago. It didn’t make any 
sense then and it doesn’t make any sense now. That, 
my friends, is how irresponsible government works!

That means we must spend all our money (on 
things we don’t need) in order to get the same amount 
to spend next year. If a candidate running for office 
states that he (or she) wants to have a zero tax increase 
that means they will likely have to reduce spending. 
This can only be done by eliminating waste and be-
lieve me there is plenty of waste in government! A 
good example of this is our ongoing, year after year, 
bridge repairs. I have witnessed nearly every day for 
the past six to eight weeks four to six trucks parked 
under an overpass. There are five or six employees, 
standing under the bridge conversing. Occasionally 
there may be one or two workers working. I mutter to 
myself, “Some politician must own this repair com-
pany!”

If a candidate says he will reduce spending then 
give him a chance to prove himself. If he does not 
then don’t support them when it comes time for re-
election.

Frank Blume – Colchester

Set Course for Better Future
To the Editor:

The political rhetoric in Portland is at an all-time 
high! I believe this is because the stakes are so high. 
We as a community can set the course for a better 
future by electing Ryan Curley as first selectman.

Ryan has lived in Portland his entire life except 
for college. He returned home after college to settle 
down, buy a home, become active in the Lions Club, 
Exchange Club, as a two-term elected selectman and 
now on his second term as our town clerk.

Ryan has shown true leadership. He is strong 
enough to take a stand, do what he believes is right 
and to take the criticism that comes along with it.

Ryan takes his responsibilities as town clerk very 
seriously. And as a result, he is taking a lot of heat 
for expressing his concerns regarding the mass mail-
ing of hundreds of not-properly-registered absentee 
ballot applications. The correspondence to his office 

Supports Philhower
To the Editor:

Mark Philhower’s determination to successfully 
correct the many wrongs in our building department 
has earned him my vote 10 times over.

For years, we who served in local government 
fielded complaints about a variety of problems stem-
ming from that department. Whether contractors, 
proposed developers or private residents, the unre-
solved problems became overwhelming.

I am happy to say they have been resolved and an 
important town service has been restored. Thanks in 
great part to Mark for making that happen.

Sincerely,
Ted Hintz Jr. – East Hampton

Support Jason LaChapelle
To the Editor:

As a property owner in Colchester, and as his 
mother, I am writing to offer my support for Jason 
LaChapelle’s candidacy for the Board of Selectmen. 
I have little doubt in his ability to put Colchester on 
the correct path forward nor in his desire to do right 
by his neighbors. I’m not a very political person (he 
doesn’t get that from me) so I don’t want to talk about 
things I am not involved in. I can, however, talk about 
him as a person.

He’s a little rough around the edges. He always has 
been. Truth be told, he wasn’t the easiest child in the 
world. Jason has always been a little boisterous and 
outspoken. He’s always been the one to ruffle a few 
feathers. I think that comes from being the younger 
brother. As a kid, and still today, he’s been the one to 
question everything. As much as it annoyed me while 
he was growing up, I knew that would be a quality 
that would serve him well in life.

He’s a very passionate person. From his time on 
the soccer field, to his career as a software engineer, 
it’s been his passion that has led him to success. I see 
that passion in him for this town and this community. 

If there’s one thing I know, it’s my son. His heart 
is in this race and in this town. He wants to do what’s 
best for his community. He’s raising his beautiful 
young family here. I can see the determination in him 
to make this town the best not just for them, but ev-
eryone here. There’s no question for me that he will 
see that through to the end.

He has my full and unconditional support for the 
Board of Selectmen.

Thank you,
Cindy Albert – Colchester

East Hampton Democrats’ Future 
Goals

To the Editor:
The Town of East Hampton has an award-winning 

and highly recognized school district. Our goal is to 
continue to enhance educational excellence and op-
portunities in our schools. A highly qualified staff, 
well-maintained facilities and materials with up to 
date technology is essential for our children’s suc-
cess.

We have and will continue to support the quality of 
Lake Pocotopaug. It is important that our community 
implements ecologically and economically sound so-
lutions to improve our lake, consistent with the Nine 
Point Watershed Plan.

We will continue to present a budget that provides 
public safety and public health protections for our 
citizens, including timely COVID-19 updates and the 
continuation of a strong police department.

We support creating a capital budget that meets the 
immediate and future needs of our community, such 
as the newly formed committee on providing clean 
drinking water.

We know that you have a choice on Tuesday, Nov. 
2, and we respect that. Earning your vote is very im-
portant to us!

Respectfully,
Barbara Moore, Chair

East Hampton Democratic Town Committee

Wake Up, Connecticut
To the Editor:

According to a 2021 report from Truth in Account-
ing, Connecticut ranks last for fiscal health of the 50 
states. Connecticut’s financial state has been dreadful 
for years but significantly worsened by the pandemic. 
We now have the distinction of the highest taxpayer 
burden of $62,500 per taxpayer. This is based on 
Connecticut’s 2020 audited financial report.

Over the years, our elected officials have contin-
ued to make bad financial decisions that have left us 
with a $79.6 billion debt. This is mainly due to un-
funded retirement obligations and pension benefits.

The people of Connecticut have repeatedly elected 
Democratic leadership and our beautiful state has 
been going down the toilet for many years. By all 
means, if you’re happy with our outlook for the future 
then keep electing them. However, if you would like 
to save our state from the freefall it’s in, please open 
your mind to change. Don’t just stick your head in the 
sand; do the research. Don’t vote status quo; vote for 
policy, not party. It’s not working.

Our beautiful America is also in serious trouble 
under the Democratic leadership in Washington. The 
media majority has not been truthfully reporting the 
news for years. Please wake up and help save our 
beautiful Connecticut and America before it’s too 
late.

Bonnie Olivieri – East Hampton

Choosing Coyle
To the Editor:

For the last several years, I have had the privilege 
and honor of working with Rosemary Coyle, who is 
seeking re-election to Colchester’s Board of Select-
men. As Board of Selectmen liaison to the Long Term 
Recovery, Senior Center Building and American Res-
cue Plan committees, I see firsthand her dedication 
and commitment to working on behalf of Colchester 
residents. Her leadership, guidance and direction to 
committee members is exemplary often offering her 
professional and personal wisdom and advice. Rose-
mary continues to work tirelessly to make a new se-
nior center a reality. Her passion and determination 
to continue to push this effort forward is evident by 
her drive, compassion and respect for all residents of 
Colchester.

Sousa Has My Vote
To the Editor:

I read in the Rivereast that only about 30% of vot-
ers come out for municipal elections, which always 
seems weird to me as the late, great Tip O’Neill 
observed, “All politics is local.” Fortunately, in this 
upcoming election there is a candidate who is well 
worth your taking the time to come out and support: 
David Sousa.

It’s with pleasure that I will enthusiastically vote 
for David, someone who is uniquely qualified for the 
Planning & Zoning position he seeks. In my 24 years 
In Hebron, I think David will probably be the most 
qualified person to ever fill that position.

Lay boards are always a mixed bag. Enthusiasm, 
love of community, desire to make a mark are all 
worthy reasons of the people who volunteer to serve. 
I won’t get into the negative reasons some people 
run for office (greed, power-hungry, ego), but there 
are boards where actual knowledge of the issues and 

Vote Row A
To the Editor:

Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 2, is almost here. 
There have been many letters to the editor in the local 
paper, mailers have been sent, videos and meetings 
recorded and phone calls made regarding all of the 
candidates. I have read the letters and the mailings, 
viewed the videos, attended the Board of Education 
and the Board of Finance meetings via Zoom, and 
I have also spoken with several business owners, 
parents, and seniors. After all this, there is no doubt 
that the best candidate for First Selectman is Mary 
Bylone. 

Her leadership the past two years has helped 
Colchester move ahead in a very positive direction. 
New businesses have been welcomed, the fire depart-
ment will be getting much-needed new equipment, 
the Rec. Dept. is upgrading the playground, the ball 
fields are being repaired and the long awaited Senior/
Community Center will go to a referendum within 
the next few weeks.

All of this has been accomplished in spite of the 
fact that Mary Bylone came into office as COVID-19 
was turning our world upside down. Mary’s sincere 
concern and compassion for the residents of Colches-
ter has made this a better community. Please join me 
in voting for Mary Bylone and the entire Democratic 
slate on November 2.Vote Row A!

Thank you,
Goldie Liverant – Colchester

Voting for Tripp
To the Editor:

I am supporting Jim Tripp for Portland’s first se-
lectman. Jim has done an extensive amount of volun-
teer work in our town over the past 20 years and has 
been an elected member of the Board of Selectman 
for the past four years. He has volunteered his time 
to lead the Brownstone Quorum and the Lions Club, 
been a member of the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion, the Board of Education, and the Route 17 Park 
Building Committee. In his four years as a selectman, 
he has listened to Portland residents and their needs, 
and helped to implement improvements to our town, 
including new sidewalks and two bike routes. I be-
lieve Jim’s effective volunteer work on key projects 
in town along with his four years on the Board of 
Selectmen make him ready to lead on day one.

When I was forming the Portland Complete Streets 
Group in 2014, I asked Jim to come to one of our 
meetings to share his experience working with an-
other community group, the Brownstone Quorum. 
He was generous with his time and very interested 
in our work to make Portland’s streets safer and use-
able for all.

I will be voting for Jim Tripp on Nov. 2, and I en-
courage you to do so as well.

Kathy Herron – Portland

Well-Qualified Candidates
To the Editor:

RHAM BOE candidates – Maura Curran Baker, 
Claudia Riley and Heather Summerer – are well-
qualified to run for the RHAM BOE. Each of them 
has experience in various school activities and bring 
a diverse and well-rounded background that would 
help advance education in the RHAM schools. These 
three women would represent all students. They are 
what RHAM needs to build on its success. 

The opposition does not have these same creden-
tials. One of the Republican candidates has presented 
a bio that is full of red flags and questionable asser-
tions. I was shocked to see that the RTC would actu-
ally nominate this individual. 

I invite you to read all the bios and judge for your-
self which candidates have the students’ bests in-
terests at heart. My vote is for Maura, Claudia, and 
Heather. 

Rob Mangiafico – Hebron

ing will soon be available on the town and library 
websites and on the Coalition’s social media page: 
facebook.com/portlandctsocialjustice. Valuable re-
sources that were shared throughout the program will 
be compiled to offer an affordable home-ownership 
resource guide. 

Anyone who wishes to learn more about PSJC or 
get involved can visit our Facebook page, or email us 
at portlandsocialjustice@gmail.com. Visit Portland 
Library online or in person to find assistance, an-
swers, or referrals to reliable sources of information: 
www.portlandlibraryct.org.

With gratitude,
Liz Hibino, Co-Founder

Portland Social Justice Coalition and 
Janet Nocek, Director Portland Library

by members of the Democratic Town Committee 
regarding distributing absentee ballot applications 
was somewhat misleading. They indicated that they 
were “planning to distribute more than five,” such as 
is done when doing door-to-door campaigning. It is 
essential that mass mailings of ballots are registered 
with the town clerk’s office to ensure they are num-
bered and the office is prepared with a sufficient of 
number of absentee ballots for every application re-
ceived. That is his job!

Ryan has a master’s in public administration. This 
education combined with his experience as an elected 
official for a decade and his dedication to our com-
munity make him the best person to lead our com-
munity into the future.

Ryan has my vote on Nov. 2.
Donna Nobile – Portland 

Rosemary is also the Board of Selectmen’s liai-
son to the Commission on Aging. As chair of this 
commission, I see firsthand Rosemary’s continued 
advocacy and active voice promoting programs and 
services on behalf of Colchester’s seniors. She un-
derstands concerns and issues facing seniors and is 
determined to continue to address and meet head on 
challenges and obstacles many seniors face.

Rosemary has served the town of Colchester and 
residents on the Board of Education and currently on 
the Board of Selectmen. Rosemary’s integrity, strong 
work ethic and “let’s get it done” attitude are a few 
of the attributes I know and admire in Rosemary. I 
encourage you to vote for Rosemary Coyle for Col-
chester’s Board of Selectmen on Nov. 2.

Marge Mlodzinski – Colchester
Note: Mlodzinski is chairman of the Commission 

on Aging, but said she is speaking as an individual.

Tripp’s Impressive Record
To the Editor:

A common phrase in political campaigns is to ‘Hit 
the Ground Running!’ I’m okay with the hyperbole, 
you want it known you’re eager and enthusiastic. So 
I’ll add one of my own:

Jim Tripp would have to slow down in order to 
only hit the ground running.

Beyond his Board of Education and Board of Se-
lectmen service, Jim helped bring about Portland’s 
Air Line Trail, Riverfront Park, and Route 17 Recre-
ational Complex. These three destinations bring visi-
tors and their revenue to our town.

That’s just a part of his resume, and it’s typical of 
the kind of vision and roll-up-your-sleeves, get-it-
done leadership I want in a first selectman.

Regards,
Andy Bauer – Portland

subject matter really counts – Board of Finance and 
Planning & Zoning are two such boards.

But qualification isn’t enough; we’ve all seen what 
happens when a “qualified” candidate gets elected 
but can’t work with others on the board. It’s ineffec-
tive, destructive, and downright nasty. P&Z has been 
fortunate over the years in not attracting those can-
didates.

In David Sousa, Planning & Zoning will get a 
grown-up – someone who is smart, knowledgeable 
and knows how to work with others. He will join a 
board with able, hardworking Republicans and Dem-
ocrats, all of whom are working for the betterment 
of Hebron.

David has my vote; I hope he has yours.
Judith Podell – Hebron 

Keep RHAM Strong
Dear Marlborough Residents:

I am proud to endorse Dr. Judy Benson Clarke 
for the RHAM Board of Education. Growing up, my 
sister and I participated in excelled mathematics, the 
invention convention, science fairs, Future Problem 
Solvers and Russian language instruction as extracur-
ricular activities. It was important to my mother that 
we be exposed to all areas of the curriculum and that 
we had strong skills in all areas so that we could fol-
low whatever career path we chose. 

I am excited to say that I am a college senior at 
Bentley University and because of my Marlborough 
and RHAM education and support from home I al-
ready have my dream job at EY in Boston after col-
lege.

Keep RHAM strong. Reelect Dr. Judy Benson 
Clarke to the RHAM BOE.

Gabrielle Benson Clarke – Marlborough 
The Choice is Clear

Dear Editor:
On Nov. 2, Colchester voters will choose their 

leaders for critical boards that affect our children, se-
niors, and businesses.

In my view, the choice is clear to elect the Row A 
Community First team. Led by First Selectman Mary 
Bylone, the team is committed to balanced business 
growth and careful investment of your tax dollars in-
cluding new federal recovery funds.

Together the Row A team will address learning 
gaps and mental health challenges that children may 
be experiencing post-COVID. Upgrades to our Rec 
Plex, including the basketball court, playground and 
fields are underway and will continue aggressively 
under Mary’s leadership.

Unfortunately, the Republican Party has resorted 
to name-calling, distortions of the truth, and plain 
nastiness this year. I’ve been on the receiving end of 
this strategy along with my family, friends, and cam-
paign volunteers.

While it is disturbing, we are resolute and commit-

★ Letters cont. from page 17

What is Veterans Day?
To the Editor:

Many people confuse Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day.  Both holidays were established to recognize 
and honor the men and women who have worn the 
uniform of the United States Armed Forces. But Me-
morial Day, which is observed on the last Monday in 
May, was originally set aside as a day for remember-
ing and honoring military personnel who died in the 
service of their country.

While those who died are also remembered on 
Veterans Day, which is observed on Nov. 11, Vet-
erans Day is intended to thank and honor all those 
who served honorably in the military – in wartime or 
peacetime. In fact, Veterans Day is largely intended 
to thank living Veterans for their service, to acknowl-
edge that their contributions to our national security 
are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all 
those who served have sacrificed and done their duty.

Alphonse Letendre – Colchester

See Letters, page 30
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Stand Together
To the Editor:

Ego is the enemy. The government is dividing and 
conquering. We have to step up because if we don’t, 
our kids will grow up without the same freedoms we 
did and that should bother everyone. Those who stand 
for freedom are being silenced. Many are seeing the 
light, but there are still some who are giving in to the 
agenda and the corrupt media while focusing on the 
wrong arguments. All of the issues people are argu-
ing about are a distraction from the big picture. No 
matter your color, class, creed, condition, religion, 
sexual orientation or identity, vaccination status, or 
anti-/pro-mask beliefs, we are all Americans and we 
are allowed to think differently (for now). 

The “R” next to my name doesn’t mean anything 
to me, but if I had to redefine it, to me it would mean 
“realist” or “reasonableness.” Enough of the divide. 
Enough of the fighting. Political parties should be a 
thing of the past at this point. I dream of people run-
ning for office on merit and message over finances. If 
you don’t see the problem every time you fill up at a 

Friday Night Lights
To the Editor:

High school football is the most important sport 
for generating school spirit across the country. In 
2018-19, according to equipment provider AAA 
State of Play, there were 1,006,013 kids who played 
high school football, making it the most popular sport 
in 43 states.

I’m a senior at Bacon Academy and don’t play 
sports, but I have friends who do and I see how hard 
they work. I think our football field should have 
lights. Right now, their team can only have their 
home games during the daylight, usually Saturday 
morning or afternoons. There was a book and a TV 

Vote ‘No’ on RHAM Turf
To the Editor:

A $3.5 million dollar request for new athletic 
fields at RHAM. Not that long ago, the taxpayers 
of the region spent many millions to build the “Taj 
Mahal” high school – very opulent in my opinion 
and the year after they build all-new athletic fields. 
Now this same Board of Education wants my Town 
of Andover taxpayers to contribute $700,000 to fund 
this project. That amount of money would certainly 
build us a very nice senior/community center. We are 
the only town that doesn’t have one; Bolton, Hebron, 
Colchester, Columbia, Marlborough and the list goes 
on – they all have very nice facilities. We in Andover 
have a plan. and that’s it for now. 

It never surprises me at the self-serving egocentric 
behavior of this group of people. I experienced first-
hand this summer when Andover Elementary School 
board, PTA and parents bullied the Board of Finance 
into approving more spending – during a pandemic 
and declining enrollment. Thankfully the town at the 
full budget referendum voted no increase.

Where were the Oversight Committee and the 
Building Committee when the athletic fields were 
being “repurposed”? They’re now claiming that they 
were poorly constructed. 

This project needs to be rejected. It is hardly the 
time – with the current state of the economy, and the 
shaky leadership at both the state and federal level. 
It’s a big ask and I say no way. Join me in defeating 
this boondoggle.

Don Denley – Andover 

Wake Up, People!
To the Editor:

Unglue your faces from your phone, stop asking 
“Alexa” and really open your eyes and ears, meaning 
– use your brain without any technical assistance!!! 
Look around you... what is happening in this coun-
try!!! I became a citizen, after living in this country 
for 30 years, and after listening to my parents tell me, 
over and over, what a great country this is, where 
you can speak your mind, practice your religion, and 
make your own decisions without getting shot on 
sight or condemned. Well, okay, not getting shot on 
sight is a little over the top, but think about it. 

In the Declaration of Indpendence: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Liberty – de-
fined in the Merriam-Webster dictionary: the state 
or condition of people who are able to act and speak 
freely; freedom – the power to do or choose what you 
want to; a political right.

Doesn’t anyone out there that actually thinks for 
themselves agree that our freedom is being taken 
away? We are the ones that will make a difference, 
and we will keep on pursuing our beliefs, seek out the 
truth without getting condemned, and hopefully more 
people will listen.

Gary and Sam – I love you guys!!!
Pat Schmidt – East Hampton

Curley Is Portland’s Future
To the Editor:

I proudly support Ryan Curley for first selectman 
of Portland. Ryan’s experiences on the Board of Se-
lectmen as well as his six years as our town clerk has 
given him tremendous insight. He understands how 
small town government works while also knowing 
what needs to change. Ryan is forward-looking and is 
dedicated to making our town thrive. As town clerk, 
he has updated our records and payment systems. As 
first selectman, he will fight to bring much needed 
businesses to town and expand Route 66 to its full 
potential. 

As a small town, Ryan understands we cannot stay 
stagnant any longer. We need new, energized leader-
ship that will bring dynamic ideas and problem solv-
ing skills to the job. He not only has the work experi-
ence for this position, he also has a master’s degree in 
public administration. He’s the kind of well-rounded, 
experienced and dedicated candidate we need to 
bring Portland forward!! 

I’m a lifelong Portland resident who is extremely 
proud of her town. I raise my family here. As with 
most towns worth living in, there’s room for improve-
ment and I believe we need to place our votes for the 
person who is most capable of making this town all 
it can be. 

Please join me in supporting and voting for Ryan 
Curley for first selectman on Nov. 2!! 

Heather Hetrick – Portland

School System is an Asset
To the Editor:

The East Hampton school system is one of the 
assets that draw people to our town and make peo-
ple want to remain in our community. While many 
schools in Connecticut are experiencing declining 
enrollment, East Hampton’s remains steady. As some 
families move away, other families choose to come to 
our community, often citing our schools as a factor. 
With new homes under construction, we may even 
experience growth – in our schools and in our tax 
base. 

Our superintendent, Paul Smith, has a comprehen-
sive vision and plan. Under his leadership over the 
past six years, we have seen student growth across all 
levels in reading and writing, as well as a significant 
decrease in the number of students requiring out-of-
district placement in specialized programs (result-
ing in a significant cost savings). The focus has now 
turned to math, with the goal of achieving similar 
growth in preparing students to be college and career 
ready for opportunities in the growing fields of manu-
facturing and STEM. 

The Board of Education budget process is lengthy, 
with much careful deliberation given to investing 
our limited resources wisely for the greatest return 
on investment. When we look at how East Hampton 
compares with surrounding communities, our stu-
dent achievement ranks among the top, while our 
per-pupil expenditure is lower than many other com-
munities. We are getting a good return on our invest-
ment. Anyone who has interest or concerns about the 
budget process can attend any of the meetings which 
take place on the second and fourth Monday of each 
month to listen and share concerns. 

Amanda Amtmanis – East Hampton
Note: Amtmanis is a current member of the East 

Hampton Board of Education running for reelection.

Supports Benson Clarke
Dear Marlborough Voters:

I have grown up with a mother, Dr. Judy Benson 
Clarke, who helped foster a great love of learning and 
respect for education in me and all with whom she 
comes in contact.

My mother believes deeply in personal responsi-
bility, a strong work ethic and in never giving up.

I have seen her put herself at personal cost to stand 
up for what is right for all kids.

Re-elect Dr. Judy Benson Clarke to the RHAM 
Board of Education. 

Isabelle Benson Clarke – Marlborough 

Proposed DPW Facility
To the Editor:

Recent letters by Hebron Selectman John Collins 
in regards to utilizing the existing Department of Pub-
lic Works site on Old Colchester Road to construct a 
new facility fundamentally misconstrue the process 
and alternates that were considered while omitting to 
recognize very critical facts.

There are major reasons that the existing site is 
problematic. As stated in the Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting of Aug. 19 and reiterated by this committee 
in a recent “letter” there is no logistical and safe ways 
to construct a new facility while the DPW’s staff and 
town residents continue to use the site. The DPW 
and Transfer Station would have to be relocated to a 
temporary facility during construction. In 2015, the 
initial cost estimates for this undertaking would have 
been in the range of $2 million. The other issue is 
that even with the addition of the two acres of use-
able Eversource property, there would be no future 
capability for expansion.

Regarding the Eversource property, they made it 
very clear that while the town only wanted the two 
acres of buildable land, they would only be willing 
to sell the entire 34-acre tract. This would not be an 
inexpensive purchase.

Selectman Collins makes reference to an “Original 
Proposal,” “Alternates A and B.” They were not pro-
posed plans but conceptual ideas that were laid out to 
show placement of the building footprints required 
for a future DPW operation. Ultimately, all of these 
were formally abandoned as not being viable.

In addition to the problems identified above, there 

Support for Benson- Clarke 
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Judy Benson Clarke for 
reelection to the RHAM Board of Education. Judy 
holds a doctorate in gifted education and special ed-
ucation and has served as a member of the RHAM 
Board of Education for the past 10 years. She has 
been board chair, secretary, and is currently board 
vice chair.

Judy has lived in Marlborough for 22 years where 
she raised two daughters, both who attended RHAM 
Middle and High school and believes in keeping pub-
lic education strong and in continuous improvement 
who has always brought a practical approach to the 
RHAM Board which has benefited the needs of the 
students and our communities.

Judy has a tremendous level of commitment and 
dedication who has put in countless hours of prepa-
ration during the difficult budget seasons, all while 
balancing the needs of the RHAM students, Staff, 
Administration and the taxpayers. She has been an 
advocate for excellent schools and facilities by sup-
porting a strong Capital improvement Plan, investing 
in technology and infrastructure which has lead to 
making Andover, Marlborough and Hebron a desir-
able place to raise young families.

Judy has the experience and she has earned my 
confidence that she will continue to serve our District 
with integrity for her next four years. Please join me 
in voting for Judy Benson Clarke for RHAM BOE 
on Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Joe O’Connor – Hebron

Note: O’Connor is a member of the RHAM Board 
of Education, but said he is speaking as an individual.

Vaccines
To the Editor:

Mike Thompson personifies Andrew Breitbart’s 
saying that inside every liberal is a totalitarian 
screaming to get out. He not only thinks providing 
vaccination status to enter venues such as restaurants 
is good, but should be required. He would gladly dis-
criminate against anyone not thinking like him and 
segregate them from enjoying the same things he 
does.

These vaccines neither prevent contraction or 
transmission of the virus. The best they do is possi-
bly reducing serious effects if the virus is contracted. 
But experiencing reduced symptoms, infected people 
are more likely to carry on as normal and spread the 
illness to others. Contrary to what is purported, vac-
cinated people are more dangerous for unvaccinated 
people than vice versa. If these vaccines are truly “ef-
fective and safe” why do vaccinated people care what 
others do?

Why the relentless push to force people to take 
something under the pretense they are dangerous if 
they don’t? We’re to believe that the protected need 
to be protected from the unprotected by forcing the 
unprotected to use the protection that didn’t protect 
the protected! Does that logic make any sense?

Deborah Conrad is/was a physician assistant at 
United Memorial Medical Center in Rochester, N.Y. 
She’s become a whistleblower because the adverse 
effects of the vaccines aren’t being truthfully report-
ed. In a community with a 50% vaccination rate, 90% 
of all hospital admissions were vaccinated people, 
many within 14 days of having taken the vaccine. She 
started fulfilling the legal requirement to file VAERS 
reports for her own and other’s patients, but then was 
disciplined by hospital administrators and warned to 
cease reporting the myriad adverse effects she was 
observing.

Health professionals are required by law to report 
adverse effects from any vaccine. Why this purpose-
ful intent to disregard that law?

Sam Prentice – Andover

P&Z Democrats
To the Editor:

Municipal elections are just around the corner and 
we should all be researching the candidates in our 
towns. While the Planning and Zoning Commission 
is often overlooked, it plays a large part in Hebron’s 
future landscape. The two Democratic candidates for 
P&Z also happen to be members of Hebron’s own 
Coalition on Diversity and Equity. Both are dedicated 
to improving housing and employment opportunities 
while remaining sensitive to our ecology and the en-
vironmental impacts of development. In addition to 
each being a strong candidate in their own right, both 
are prepared to serve our town. 

It goes without saying that anyone running for 
elected office should be inclined to attend meetings, 
yet one of the Republican candidates has missed an 
astounding 58% since 2017. While I’m sure many 
would join me in thanking Mr. Garner for his years 
of service to our town, it is time to elect folks who 
are available and willing to put in the time. Please 
consider supporting candidates who are determined 
to show up and work toward a more vibrant, prosper-
ous and equitable Hebron. Vote Row A on Nov. 2.

Nicole Lotko – Amston

Grateful for the Opportunity
Dear Colchester Residents:

I would like to introduce myself as the newest 
candidate running for Board of Education. I joined 
the team when a vacancy opened up and have been 
welcomed by a wonderful and supportive group of 
candidates led by Andreas Bisbikos. I am the young-
est member of the team and I feel I have a lot to of-
fer the students in our town by joining the Board of 
Education. 

I am a recent graduate with current insight of the 

ted to running a positive campaign about the issues 
you care about. Most important, our elected officials 
and candidates are committed to serving you and sup-
porting your priorities no matter your party.

But we need your vote to achieve these goals and 
more. Please make a plan to vote on Nov. 2 or vote 
by absentee ballot now if you are concerned about 
COVID, will be out of town, are ill/disabled, or for 
other reasons.

Instructions on absentee voting may be found at 
colchesterdemocrats.org or the Town website. You 
can vote by mail or use the secure ballot box at Town 
Hall. Even better, the town clerk’s office is open daily 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., with extended 
Thursday hours until 7 p.m. You can apply and vote 
all at the same time.

Thank you for exercising your right to vote and 
determining the future of our town.

Michelle Gilman, Chair
Colchester Democratic Town Committee 

Change is Needed
To the Editor:

I constantly hear complaints that Portland can and 
should be better. People tell me that they are looking 
for improvements and change. Well Portland now is 
your chance. On Nov. 2, you can sweep out the old 
and bring in the new!

On Nov. 2, you can change the course of Portland’s 
history for the better and elect a young and vibrant 
person to be your first selectman. That person is Ryan 
Curley, a lifelong resident with the skills, energy and 
desire to guide us into a brighter future. Ryan re-
cently earned his master’s in public administration. 
No other candidate for office has obtained that de-
gree or education. Ryan has been a full-time advocate 
for Portland for the past six years as town clerk. He 
has modernized the town clerk’s office and has built 
upon the professionalism and standards set forth by 
our long-standing former Town Clerk Bernie Dillion. 
I am confident that as first selectman he will do the 
same on a larger scale to improve the quality of life 
for all Portland residents.

Ryan and the energetic slate of Republican candi-
dates is ready to get to work for you the citizens of 
Portland. Do you want more of the same old, same 
old or do you want a bright future? I am voting for a 
bright future on Nov. 2.

Thank you,
John H. Anderson – Portland 

gas station, try to buy groceries at the store, or try to 
do pretty much anything the way you did it before the 
beginning of this socialist movement, then you prob-
ably are the problem. For the rest of us, and that is a 
large majority, it is time to stand together. 

I am speaking for myself and the many other vet-
erans of foreign wars when I say I am starting to not 
recognize my country anymore. Our children are be-
ing masked with cloth that does not stop any virus 
while tens of thousands of people are attending sport-
ing events and the so-called elite are partying with 
each other. We are all one team, one fight. Even if you 
don’t have my six, I will always have yours. Don’t 
wait until it is too late!

Stand together. 
Michael Buck – East Hampton

Candidate for Board of Education

show called Friday Night Lights, and it’s not a mys-
tery why it was called that. Fans are more excited, 
there is more school spirit, and the players get more 
motivated and fired up about playing under the lights 
in front of a cheering crowd.

According to a story in The Day of New London, 
the Oct. 14 football game between New London and 
Ledyard drew approximately 2,000 fans at Ledyard, 
and Stonington athletic director Bryan Morrone said 
the Oct. 15 game between Stonington and Killingly 
drew over 2,220 fans. Killingly coach Chad Neal 
said his school had a similar crowd for its Sept. 24 
home game against Lewis Mills. These games were 
all under the lights. Bacon doesn’t draw nearly those 
numbers to our games.

According to the Eastern Connecticut Conference, 
it has 14 schools with football programs. Only two – 
Bacon Academy and Woodstock Academy – do not 
have lights. Bacon is the only ECC football program 
that doesn’t have either lights or a turf field. Sports 
Turf Managers Association and Light Poles Plus, 
both who work with schools to upgrade facilities, 
say a high school football field can be lighted for ap-
proximately $200,000.

I know people probably don’t want to pay for a turf 
complex now, but that would be the best solution if 
a grant can be found. Until then, though, I think our 
school and our town should move into this century 
like the rest of the ECC (well, except Woodstock – 
but they have turf at least) and put up lights. The soc-
cer and lacrosse teams would also benefit from this 
and our whole school would be excited about it.

Respectfully,
Luke Banning – Colchester

school system. I will bring my fresh perspective and 
experience forward to work on bridging the gap be-
tween regular education and special education. My 
solid understanding of the needs and challenges in 
special education motivates me to open communica-
tion with the community and champion for students 
to self-advocate and build their self-confidence.

I am grateful to be running for the Board of Educa-
tion with a solid team. The combined and diverse ex-
perience and the qualifications each of us will bring 
to the board will bring forth a refreshing outlook that 
will benefit all of the children of our town. The team 
to vote for includes myself, a young high spirited in-
dividual ready to fight for the best interest of your 
child; Alex, an experienced educator who is currently 
working in the educational system and understands 
the importance of getting back to grassroots educa-
tion; and two moms, with children in the Colchester 
school system, Donna and Margo, who are both very 
involved with the children in our town and will ad-
vocate for your families. I would like to thank the 
residents of Colchester for the very warm welcome I 
have received in my campaign.

Colchester is truly a wonderful, caring community 
to be involved in.

Rosemary Gignac
Candidate for Colchester Board of Education

★ Letters cont. from page 29

Candidate for School Board 
To the Editor:

If there is anything we’ve learned this year it’s how 
critical parenting is to good learning in school. Par-
ents have so much on their plates with rising prices 
at the grocery store, at the pump and just about ev-
erywhere else but what our kids learn and how much 
it costs is of utmost importance. That’s why I am a 
candidate for the Board of Education. As a past board 
member I know how important parents are. Tradition-
al learning at a fair cost with the basics rigorously 
taught. We have to make sure our children’s learning 
doesn’t fall victim to the pandemic and that they, in 
fact, thrive.

Josh Piteo – East Hampton 
Candidate for Board of Education



NEWS BULLETIN • October 22, 2021	 Page 31

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

Skorski for Marlborough
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Wes Skorski for the 
Marlborough Board of Education. Wes is already 
an experienced member of the board, having served 
eight years; the majority of those years as either chair 
or vice chair of the board.

He has demonstrated his dedication to working in 
a bipartisan manner to ensure our children are offered 
a top-notch education while carefully monitoring 
the bottom line. He understands the fiscal needs and 
abilities of our community, and how to best utilize 
those to ensure the critical educational needs of our 
students are met. Wes has an extensive background in 
science, and draws on his entrepreneurial spirit to ap-
proach the issues presented to the board in a thought-
ful, inclusive and open manner.	

Wes has been active in helping navigate our school 
through the last year and a half of crisis. Please keep 
in mind while determining your vote that the Repub-
lican candidates are decidedly anti-mask, relying on 
questionable data to inform their decision making. I 
believe the school children of Marlborough deserve 
a board with values that cultivate the best learning 
environment for our students, including the most 
vulnerable. Wes will continue to advocate for all stu-
dents and promote policies that keep our schools safe, 
open and thriving places for our children to learn.

I’ve known Wes and his amazing family for over 
12 years, and appreciate his calm, intelligent de-
meanor. When I think of Wes, I think of community, 
not politics. If reelected, he will continue to manifest 
the traits of moderation and openness to benefit our 
town. Please vote for Wes Skorski for the Marlbor-
ough Board of Education.

Sincerely, 
Anne Amodeo – Marlborough

The Turf Debate
To the Editor:

First of all, the cost of the turf project is not my 
issue. I think if we live in a community where we can 
afford the projected $52 per household cost per year. 
I have other questions.

Why was the marketing firm Tall Timbers Market-
ing hired by the district and paid over $7,000 for their 
services? What were the services they provided and is 
it ethical and legal for a school district to hire a mar-
keting firm and involve them in a referendum issue?

I watch football, as many of you do. I have seen 
games at Soldier Field, Lambeau Field, L.A. Coli-
seum, Penn State and the Georgia all on grass. Why 
if turf fields are better would these organizations who 
pay a lot of money to players use a grass field versus 
turf?

I question how lights and a new track are necessary 
for a new safer turf field.

I love the reason presented that other schools in 
our conference have turf fields. This is an argument a 
12-year-old would use when they ask their parents for 
a cell phone because all their friends have one.

I went up to the football field this weekend. I can’t 
see any issue with the track, and I saw no big bare 
spots or mud spots on the field. Go up and look.

So why now? If you are a supporter, you have 
picked the right time. You are probably hoping for a 
low voter turnout and that a small group of supporters 
can carry the referendum. Good political decision-
making.

I do encourage everyone to vote and make the 
results reflect the feelings of a large majority of the 
potential voters.

Tom Spitler – Hebron

What’s Their Actual Agenda?
To the Editor:

Why aren’t two Republican Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) candidates for Marlborough Elementary 
School (MES) publicly discussing their agenda pre-
sented at MES board meetings and in social media 
postings?

The MES BOE meeting minutes for 6/17/21 and 
7/22/21 (see the town website) recorded their anti-
masking statements. These dates were before the 
election season. The same two candidates said noth-
ing about these anti-mask positions in their com-
ments to the BOE in 9/23/21, nor did they or their 
supporters in letters to the Rivereast News editor this 
fall. This was all after the electioneering began. The 
third candidate, an incumbent, has been quiet about 
anti-masking, though gave the two other candidates 
support on Facebook. Why the quiet stance? What is 
their actual agenda?

Children have died and do die from COVID-19. 
Children are living with long-haul COVID, where 
disabling conditions continue with no clear path to 
recovery. Now the Delta variant of COVID-19 height-
ens the dangers of COVID, placing our children at 
greater risk. Masks have been proven for decades 
and for this virus to help save lives. Anti-masking in 
schools is playing with children’s lives.

There are, however, three MES board candidates 
who recognize the science. Their transparent agendas 
embrace educational excellence for all families and 
children. These exceptional candidates are Angela 
Colantonio, Anna Holden and Wes Skorski. Vote for 
them on the Democratic ticket. Thank you for listen-
ing.

Dave Porteous – Marlborough
Supports Curley

To the Editor:
As you are aware, Ryan Curley is running for first 

selectman for the Town of Portland. Ryan is a life-
long resident of town, and I have known him since 
participating in the Boy Scouts as kids. Ryan reached 
the rank of Eagle Scout, something that is not an easy 
accomplishment. He learned leadership and service, 
while living the Scout Oath and Scout Law in his 
daily life. They say once an Eagle Scout, always an 
Eagle Scout. For Ryan this holds true. The principles 
taught by Scouting have served him well, and contin-
ue to do so after all these years. Having someone who 
lives by these principles will also serve the Town of 
Portland well, and will move us forward in the right 
direction as a community. Additionally, I think it is 
rare today for someone of the younger generation to 
stay in their hometown and play an important role in 
town government – currently serving as town clerk 
and previously as a member of the Board of Select-
man. This certainly says something about Ryan’s 
commitment to the people of Portland, today and in 
the future.

I hope you will join with me in supporting Ryan 
on Election Day.

Sincerely,
Michael Tierney – Portland

Leichter for Board of Finance
To All Hebron Voters:

I am Malcolm (Mal) Leichter and I am a candidate 
for the Hebron Board of Finance.

I have been a member of the Board of Finance 
since 2006. Over that time, we have gone through 
many turbulent challenges. “The Great Recession” of 
2007 and slow recovery, the years of people moving 
out of town, and most recently the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

During my terms I have worked diligently to main-
tain the services the town provides, keep our schools 
well-funded, maintaining town roads and buildings, 
and keeping taxes stable to maintain the value of your 
properties.

As a former school business manager, I know the 
importance of maintaining a great school system and 
how that affects everything else, from the value of our 
homes to the dollars we are able to invest in our in-
frastructure. Our great education system attracts new 
residents to Hebron.

As I complete my term Hebron maintains a AAA 
Bond Rating, and healthy reserve. We continue to 

Ready, Willing, Excited to Serve
Dear Editor:

My name is Amy Dunnells, and I am running for 
the Hebron Board of Finance. I have had the privi-
lege of living in Hebron since 2016. My wife and I 
have two daughters currently attending Hebron El-
ementary School. My degree is in business adminis-
tration with a minor in economics. I currently run my 
own business that provides accounting and financial 
advisory services to small businesses in a variety of 

Vote for Manning
To the Editor:

I urge voters in Portland to join me in voting for 
my brother Shaun P. Manning for the Board of Se-
lectmen on Election Day, Nov. 2. Shaun was born and 
raised in Portland and is a lifelong Portland resident. 
He has demonstrated his commitment to our citizens 
serving as a fireman and EMT in the Portland Fire 
Department and as a member of the Brownstone 
Avenue Redevelopment Committee. Shaun is a lo-
cal businessman continuing to operate the business 
founded by our father.

Shaun has devoted much time and effort to study-
ing our town operations. He has spoken to many 
department heads to ascertain their strengths and 
weaknesses. We have talked often and I’m impressed 
by his vision for Portland. He will advocate for ex-
panding our commercial tax base to help alleviate the 
tax burden we feel as residents. We are facing some 
heavy expenses to fund improvements to our aging 
infrastructure, developing a local water delivery sys-
tem, and providing adequate funding of our schools 
and public safety departments.

His keystones of education, infrastructure, and 
public safety deserve to be our priority. We need to 
meet the educational needs of our students to insure 
their future success. Proper updating and mainte-
nance of our roads, water and sewer systems will aid 
in expanding business development. Providing the 
proper training and safety equipment for our police 
and fire departments will ensure all citizens are safe 
and protected. Meeting these objectives will provide 
a strong vibrant community and encourage needed 
growth for all of Portland.

Shaun along with Ryan Curley and the rest of their 
team will provide Portland with strong leadership and 
growth!

Kimberly Hanna – Portland

No Turf
To the Editor:

As we go to vote this November in Region 8, we 
will be asked about funding a $3.2M turf project. 
RHAM is definitely in need of a new field. But, is turf 
the right answer? The RHAM BOE says this is the 
cheaper alternative to natural grass and will require 
less maintenance and can be used more. The amount 
of maintenance on turf fields is far from none. It 
needs to be swept repeatedly to keep the infill from 
clumping. It needs constant inspections and TLC. 
Several times a year it must be treated with chemicals 
like scrub detergent, static conditioner and, depend-
ing on environments, herbicides and fungicides.

The most important part of this maintenance is the 
proper distribution and replacement of infill which is 
what provides the small amount of cushioning when 
a student athlete hits the ground. Unfortunately, this 
is why studies show that turf fields cause 58% more 
injuries than natural grass. The turf industry would 
have you believe their product is safer, by comparing 
it to compacted soil like that found in a baseball dia-
mond. But when was the last time you saw a soccer 
game on that hard of a field? This increased chance of 
injury is why so many adult athletes and professional 
sports leagues refuse to play on artificial turf. When 
your body is worth millions, you make better choices 
about keeping it safe.

One Board of Education member suggested in 
last week’s letter that keeping up with surrounding 
schools is reason enough to ignore any drawbacks. 
It’s also telling that the schools responsible for their 
own finances (not public funds) were not swayed to 
turf.

We need to fix the field. But not with turf. More 
money and more injuries? No thanks; no turf. Vote 
Nov. 2.

Keith Petit – Amston

Colchester Has Choice to Make
To the Editor:

On Nov. 2, Colchester has a choice to make to 
move forward. Do we select a leader with experience 
as first selectman who guided us through COVID-19 
and had a previous career in management, or a can-
didate with no business or management experience? 
Do we select a candidate that works collaboratively 
to solve problems, empowers employees and fosters 
a good working environment in Town Hall; or do we 
select a candidate known to belittle town employees 
with accusations of wrongdoing, be it over his be-
loved transparency software, or misunderstandings 

Integrity is on the Ballot
To the Editor:

I am proud to be a candidate on the Democratic 
ticket for the Portland Board of Education. Each of 
the Democratic candidates for the Board of Educa-
tion brings something different to the table – Kate 
Puorro as a mental health professional, Barry Rodg-
ers a community activist and Kim Nagy-Maruschock 
an educator. The common denominator is our desire 
to ensure that the children of Portland have every 
educational opportunity and that their needs are met. 
We offer a depth of knowledge and expertise that will 
serve the district well. I am asking for your vote not 
just for myself but for all of the Democratic candi-
dates on the ballot.

Integrity refers to the practice of being honest and 
conforming your behavior to reflect your moral and 
ethical values. Integrity is an important quality for ev-
ery candidate to possess. The values and integrity of 
the Democratic candidates are reflected in the work 
we do supporting our community not just at election 
time but year in and year out. Our integrity is also 
evident in how we have conducted our campaign con-
centrating on what’s important to the community. A 
person’s integrity, or lack thereof, can be found not 
only in what they do and say but also in what they 
don’t say or do. I ask for Portland voters to consider 
that when deciding who to support in the upcoming 
election.

Sharon Peters
Candidate and Current Chair,

Portland Board of Education

What is Leadership?
To the Editor: 

Leadership is a skill that is learned over time and 
with experience. Mary Bylone is a true leader and she 
demonstrates that in many ways each and every day. 
While her opponent tries to paint her as dishonest 
and lacking transparency, she is a pillar of integrity, 
is truthful and transparent. Mary is a servant leader 
by nature, looking for ways to serve others and make 
our community a better place.

She is an excellent communicator. She demon-
strated this during COVID-19 by holding Facebook 
Live presentations daily. Residents from other towns 
were tuning in to her Facebook Lives to get updates 
on what was happening in our region and to get facts. 
Her experience as a nurse and leading nurses were 
essential in leading our community through the worst 
of the pandemic and working closely with Chatham 
Health District. Not only is she able to communicate, 
she listens. She listens with an open mind, striving to 
understand all sides of a story, and always looking for 
a way to help.

A true leader is not someone who stands out in 
front telling others what to do, but is the person work-
ing alongside others, doing the hard work and doing 
the right thing even when it’s not the most popular. 
Despite unending, baseless attacks, she remains up-
beat and steadfastly focused on her job of helping 
bring out the best in Colchester. So, on Nov. 2, I hope 
that you join me in voting for a true leader: Mary By-
lone for first selectman.

Heide Perham
Executive Assistant to the

First Selectman, Colchester
Note: Perham is the executive assistant to the Col-

chester First Selectman but said she is speaking as 
an individual.

Education and Community
To My Fellow East Hampton Residents:

When my husband and I moved to East Hampton 
16 years ago, there were many qualities that drew us 
to this town. We were excited to make a home for 
ourselves, to start a family, and to raise our children 
in a town that had so much to offer, including what 
we saw as a solid school system. Fast forward 16 
years and we are not only the proud parents of two 
East Hampton Public School students, but also proud 
members of this community. 

Although I chose not to return to work as a class-
room teacher after the birth of my children, I decided 
to use my knowledge and experience to retain my 
connection to the field of education through volun-
teering. Over the past 10 years as an active volun-
teer in the East Hampton schools, I have watched the 
system grow from a solid one to one of excellence. 
Implementation of programs such as The Teacher’s 
College Readers’ and Writers’ Workshop model, de-

improve town facilities and, over the past few years, 
have been able to allow for tax rates to decrease.

We need to make Hebron affordable for our se-
nior population! I have lobbied in the past for a more 
scalable tax system that allows financial relief to our 
seniors on a fixed income or those who have similar 
difficulties, a system that’s greater than what we cur-
rently have. I will continue to push for that innova-
tion which is currently used throughout other towns 
in Connecticut.

It has been a pleasure and an honor to have served 
the residents of Hebron over the past 16 years. I ask 
for your vote on Nov. 2nd and pledge to keep fighting 
for every member of our Hebron community!!!

Sincerely,
Mal Leichter – Amston 

industries. My previous experience is primarily in the 
fields of accounting, taxation, mergers and acquisi-
tions, and budgeting. I look forward to being able to 
bring my extensive business experience to the com-
munity as a member of the BOF and I am excited 
to get involved on a greater level to ensure Hebron’s 
continued success.

My business and finance background together with 
a passion for wanting to give back to the community 
are my primary reasons for running. I am a forward-
looking candidate who is eager to work hard for the 
future success of Hebron. Providing taxpayers more 
understanding and transparency when it comes to 
how their hard-earned dollars are spent is important 
to me. In addition to representing the interests of all 
Hebron residents, I hope to be able to offer my ex-
tensive experience to ensure the town’s resources are 
used efficiently. My family and I are looking forward 
to residing in Hebron for a long time and it is im-
portant to me that our community empowers future 
generations to succeed. I am fully invested in our 
community, and excited for the opportunity to offer 
my time, energy, and experience to the advancement 
of our great town.

Please make sure to get out and vote on Nov. 2 and 
please vote for me and my co-candidates in Row A!

Respectfully,
Amy Dunnells – Hebron

with the Superintendent or allegations cast at our po-
lice department? Being a leader is more than tossing 
out conspiracy theories or bullying opposing views 
on social media. It is looking for common solutions 
that bring people together to solve problems. This is 
what Mary Bylone has done to address the pandemic, 
add two firefighter/EMTs in a tight budget year, and 
get the new Fire Department Apparatus referendum 
passed for a much-needed upgrade to aging equip-
ment. She has done nothing but advocate for our town 
and residents’ needs.

Being a leader is about character. What kind of 
character do you show when a “secret” Political Ac-
tion Committee you funded appears to be connected 
to a repulsive fake website against your opponent 
then you send letters of intent to sue to her and the 
town when it is mentioned? What kind of character 
do you show when you use veterans’ pictures in a 
political flier without asking for their permission or 
you mount your giant campaign signs at a popular 
local business without consent? If you want to know 
what kind of leader he will be, watch him in the CBA 
debate at marybylone.com/debates. Then decide if he 
is fit to run this town.

Michael Egan – Colchester
Note: Egan is a member of the Colchester Board 

of Finance, but said he is writing as a citizen. 

are also multiple other issues that the design and 
planning professionals have cited in rejecting the re-
use of the Old Colchester site. With the word limita-
tion imposed on “letters,” it is not possible to articu-
late them here. The Building Committee is willing to 
share them with residents who would want additional 
information.

Sincerely,
The Hebron Public Building Committee

Wayne Warwick, Chairman
Richard Steiner, Mal Leichter, Dave Foster

Dedication and Commitment 
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of my friend and neigh-
bor Robb Fraulino, who is running for the Zoning 
Commission. Robb has lived in Marlborough these 
past seven years and lived in East Hampton prior to 
that. Growing up in small towns is part of what drives 
Robb’s concern for our community and keeping 
the small-town feel, while managing the inevitable 
growth in Marlborough. 

This past year, Robb has been a Zoning alternate. 
He is prepared for the necessary requirements for the 
job. Robb has proven his dedication and commitment 
to our community by serving in the U.S. Navy for the 
past 30 years while working as a senior test specialist 
at Eversource in Connecticut. I couldn’t recommend 
anyone higher for this position.

Bill Smigel – Marlborough

One-Time Payment
To East Hampton Residents:

Our community will be receiving a one-time pay-
ment for COVID-19 from the federal government. It 
is important to understand we will not see this pay-
ment next year or the year after. How we use this 
money is very important. For example, we should pay 
down some of the town’s debt, or possibly pay cash 
for one-time equipment or infrastructure projects to 
avoid more debt.

As a community we need to be wise when using 
windfalls like COVID-19 or tax sales by recogniz-
ing it’s just a one-time boost to revenue that won’t 
be there next year. Adding reoccurring expenses (like 
staff) with this money becomes the full burden on us 
the taxpayers going forward year after year when we 
don’t have a windfall revenue boost.

Bridget McLennan – East Hampton
Concerned Resident and Candidate for Board of 

Finance

See Letters, page 32
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velopment of our STARS special education program, 
expanded offering of STEM and advanced level 
courses, as well as an increased focus on social-emo-
tional learning are just a few of the areas in which our 
schools have grown. 

Our school system is a vital part of this commu-
nity. And like anything with vitality, it needs to be 
nurtured, supported and given adequate resources to 
continue to grow. The East Hampton school district 
draws families and talented staff to our town, and 
most importantly, provides our children with an edu-
cation that allows them to become future leaders and 
innovators. We need to invest responsibly and wisely 
in both our children and our community. Please help 
me to continue to support this effort with your vote 
on Nov. 2. 

Nancy Kohler – East Hampton
Note: Kohler is a current member of the East 

Hampton Board of Education running for reelection.

Benson Clarke for BOE 
To the Editor:

Please join me in voting to reelect Judy Benson 
Clarke for RHAM BOE. Judy is such a huge asset to 
the board. She has served on the BOE for 10 years 
and is currently the vice chairwoman. There is abso-
lutely no one who has more experience and is better 
suited for this position. Judy has a doctorate in gifted 
education and special education and she has worked 
as a teacher, a principal and even a superintendent of 
schools. She is a mother of two remarkable young 
ladies, who attended school at RHAM, and she has 
seen firsthand the high-quality education that RHAM 
provides. 

Judy works tirelessly to assure that RHAM will 
continue to provide this world class education to all 
of their students. Working as an educator herself, she 
stays abreast of all current issues and knows what is 
important to help RHAM to continue to improve. 

Most importantly Judy is compassionate, she is 
a good listener, she is easy to talk to and she is al-
ways there to support students, staff and community 
members. She truly cares about the students and the 
RHAM community and is one of the most genuine 
people I have ever met. No one has worked harder 
than Judy to assure that our children receive the care, 
support and education they need and that our com-
munity benefits from having a strong school system. 

Please join me in voting for Judy Benson Clarke 
for the RHAM Board! 

Sincerely,
Theresa Brysgel – Marlborough

Dedicated, Compassionate 
Candidates

To the Editor:
Please join me on Nov. 2 in voting for a slate of 

dedicated and compassionate candidates who will 
bring fresh ideas and a love of Hebron to our town’s 
boards. 

Democrats Maura Curran Baker, Claudia Riley, 
Heather Summerer (RHAM Board of Education; 
Heather Petit, Nikki Matthews (Hebron Board of 
Education); Tiffany V. Thiele (Board of Select-
men); Malcolm Leichter, Amy Dunnells (Board of 
Finance); Eric Lindquist, David Sousa (Planning & 
Zoning); and Carla Pomprowicz (Town Clerk) have 
what it takes to meet the needs of our increasingly 
diverse community.

These candidates care deeply about education, sci-
ence, empathy, access, and the environment.

These candidates will make our town and schools 
vibrant, inclusive, and supportive places to live, learn, 
and grow.

Make a plan for Nov. 2 and vote!
Thank you,

Meg Clifton – Amston

Vote for Our Kids and Education
To the Editor:

When it comes to voting in any election, there 
is nothing more important than voting for kids and 
education. That is why I am asking for your vote this 
election, not just for myself, but for others who value 
our children and our schools. During my time on the 
Board of Education, we worked to create a district 
advancement plan that continues and enhances excel-
lence in academics, the arts, and health and wellness. 
It is vital to our growth as a school district and com-
munity to ensure that this plan has the support and 
resources it needs to move forward. 

We are so fortunate in Hebron to have the amazing 
and experienced faculty, staff and administration that 
we do, and they need our support. Our school system 
drives our economic development which is evidenced 
by the boom in enrollment this school year. We need 
people on the Board of Education and others, who 
value our educators, schools, and students. We do not 
need people who want to cut funding, programs, or 
services to bare bones, leaving our schools and ul-
timately our community vulnerable. We need board 
members on every town board who are there for the 
purpose of making the lives of people and children in 
our community better. 

That is why I ask you to come out to vote on Nov. 
2 for Nicole Matthews, Tiffany Thiele, myself and 
others who stand for what we believe in. Thank you 
so much.

Heather Petit – Amston
Note: Petit is chair of the Hebron Board of Educa-

tion but said she is speaking as an individual.

Mirabal for Marlborough
To the Editor:

I am Rob Mirabal, a husband, father and coach 
excited for the opportunity to serve the town of 
Marlborough through my candidacy for the Board of 
Finance. As a founding and current member of the 
Marlborough Greater Together Community Fund 
Advisory Committee, I have been fortunate to work 
alongside a diverse group of Marlborough residents 
designing and leading an inclusive process to identify 
and take action on the needs of our community. I am 
eager to listen to, learn from and represent all Marl-
borough residents by taking great care of the fiducia-
ry responsibility the role of Board of Finance carries.

I’ve worked in the finance area of higher education 
for over 20 years and currently serve as the bursar and 
director of student accounts at Wesleyan University. I 
have been a volunteer firefighter (Yorktown Heights, 
N.Y.), MYAL basketball coach and currently coach 
CrossFit at Schedule II CrossFit, East Hampton.

Marlborough’s financial health is vital to its con-
tinued growth and appeal, and is a reflection of its 
residents and leadership. Thank you for your support 
on Nov. 2.

Sincerely, 
Rob Mirabal – Marlborough

One World Under Science
To the Editor:

The year is 2050. It’s been 22 years since the col-
lapse of the United States....and all other nations. 
Out-of-control debt, societal division, supply chain 
collapse, and citizen pushback plunged most coun-
tries into a decade-long civil war. Out of those ashes 
a One World Government has emerged. It’s a govern-
ment not based on individual rights and private prop-
erty but on collective good, communal ownership, 
and scientific consensus. Almost all the survivors 
have moved into the cities - as the countryside is full 
of brigands.

Life in the city is normal...or as normal as you’d 
expect. We don’t own anything but our needs are met. 
While the politics of the past were crafted by histori-
cal documents and strong men we now rely on scien-
tists to dictate how we can live. The decadence of the 
past has meant we must sacrifice so much just to sur-
vive. Most days the sky is completely grey, as drone 
planes spray artificial clouds to protect us from the 
sun’s rays. Very few children are about, as we aren’t 
allowed to conceive without permission and the birth 
lottery has very slim odds....but we are allowed birds, 
and I have parakeet named Pippin.

Few of us remember the taste of meat, as its con-
sumption has been outlawed because of the carbon it 
produces. Instead we have lab grown meats made of 
soy, lentils, and gelatins. I think a lot of people are 
unhappy but people rarely object – and if you do, you 
are taken to the reprogramming camp...few return.

The scientists tell us that as long as we do as we 
are told we will get back to a “normal” existence, like 
the way people used to live before the wars. They say 
it could be as soon as 2100, so long as we stay distant, 
take our monthly vaccines, and wear our masks.

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

Effective BOE Member
To the Editor:

What makes an effective Board of Education 
member? An effective Board of Education member 
plays an important part in establishing a vision and 
goals for the district, establishing priorities, and re-
viewing the school’s ability to achieve its goals. The 
Board of Education supervises the Superintendent of 
Schools, sets policy, adopts and oversees the annual 
budget, has oversight regarding personnel, approves 
curriculum, and manages the collective bargaining 
process for employees of the district.

For anyone wanting to be on a Board of Educa-
tion, it’s important to ask their “vision” for the school 
district. As a current Board of Education member 
for the Town of Colchester, I would like to prioritize 
engaging students in their education. How do we do 
this? We do this by locking into student interests and 
providing innovative individualized instruction. We 
also need to enhance the district’s capacity to address 
the social, emotional, and physical needs of our stu-
dents. We also do this by helping students to develop 
leadership skills, life skills and “self-determination” 
(a student’s ability to be invested in their education 
by establishing meaningful goals and acting on those 
goals). We also recognize that each student has a 
circle of people in their lives. This “circle” supports 
each student to be successful.

I have practical ideas to enact this process of devel-
oping leadership skills and “self-determination.” I’ve 
worked in the field of Social Services for forty years 
utilizing these principles.

Please see my candidate page on Facebook, 
“Joanne Rose for Board of Education.” I hope I can 
earn your vote on Nov. 2nd. Thank you!

Joanne Rose
Candidate for Colchester Board of Education

Tactics Say It All
To the Editor:

The tactics a campaign and its supporters employ 
say everything about the candidates on the ticket. 
Mistruths, negativity, distortion of facts, and vicious 
personal attacks are hallmark strategies of people 
who will do anything to win.

 The Colchester Republican candidate for first se-
lectman and two of his running mates for Board of Se-
lectmen have resorted to these tactics throughout this 
entire campaign on various platforms. Online forums 
like social media are a favorite. I’m just a campaign 
volunteer and only yesterday, when debating Andreas 
Bisbikos’ voting record (he said he’d supported town 
budget spending that he’d actually argued against), 
Taras Rudko called me a “liar” who’s supporting a 
“loser.” Last week, Jason LaChapelle delivered an 
onslaught of deeply personal attacks on me that were 
irrelevant to any campaign issues. When my children 
asked him to stop, he attacked them. The list goes on. 
The modus operandi is to scare people into not debat-
ing with them; Andreas endorses it. 

Someone even purchased Mary Bylone’s former 
campaign website address and makes denigrating 
comments about her on it. Whoever it was thought it 
funny to modify her logo into a defecating dog. Obvi-
ously, it is anonymous. It’s also being investigated for 
connections to candidates. 

Mary Bylone has run a clean campaign. She has 
the integrity to tell the truth no matter what. She 
doesn’t believe in dirty tactics and hasn’t used them. 
Neither have the Democratic candidates. This shows 
the leadership our town deserves.

The differences between the candidates’ demean-
or are clear in the CBA debate. Watch it entirely at 
marybylone.com/debates. Please make an informed 
choice when voting absentee (ballots are in the town 
clerk’s office) or in person Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Monica Swyden – Colchester 

Seeking PZC Reelection
Dear Editor:

My name is Natalie Wood and I’m chairman of 
Hebron’s Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC). 
I’ve introduced myself in prior letters because I’m 
running for reelection to the PZC this Nov. 2. I’ve 
lived in Hebron since 1997 and have served on the 
commission for over 20 years. I’m a business man-
ager and commercial contracts negotiator for an IT 
company. I taught high school locally and practiced 
law in Simsbury and Glastonbury. A good deal of 
positive changes have occurred in Hebron and I am 

proud that, with dedicated town staff and fellow He-
bron residents willing to serve, I played a small part 
in that success. 

Contrary to other towns who have hired contrac-
tors to draft the town’s Plan of Conservation and De-
velopment, I have helped guide the commission to 
draft its own POCD and subsequent revisions. This 
document is a unique state-mandated 10-year plan for 
conservation, growth and development for the town 
and ours represents the combined talent and exper-
tise of veteran commission members and town staff. 
The POCD played and continues to play a significant 
part in acquiring Small Town Economic Assistance 
Program (STEAP) grants to fund such programs as 
the Façade Improvement Program, Sidewalks, Hor-
ton Boulevard, the Route 66/Horton Boulevard traffic 
light and many more initiatives. 

With the help of town staff and a private contrac-
tor, Planimetrics, I helped to guide the Commission 
to complete a comprehensive refresh of Hebron’s 
Zoning Regulations to make them easier to read, ref-
erence and use. 

I look forward to the opportunity to continue to 
continue to serve the citizens of Hebron and I ask for 
your vote on Nov. 2 for me and for the entire slate of 
Republican candidates.

Respectfully,
Natalie A. Wood – Hebron 

Youth Mental Health Crisis
To the Editor:

The force of the keyboard warriors has awoken as 
a result of the superintendent’s update regarding the 
Board of Education meetings this past week. These 
warriors are outraged that anyone could be concerned 
about the mental health of our children when it’s 
such a “tiny percentage” of kids who are impacted. 
A tiny percentage? Numerous resources, including 
the Hartford Courant, are reporting an overflowing 
emergency department at CCMC with eight hour 
wait times as a result of children needing mental and 
behavioral intervention. This is unprecedented. 

But how dare we call attention to this? Perhaps 
we’d be better to pretend it isn’t happening? Perhaps 
we should ignore the fact that suicide still leads as 

Choose Portland
Dear Portland Residents:

Should you ever decide to run for office, I strongly 
recommend doing it alongside a team as highly quali-
fied, experienced, hard-working, kind, and full of in-
tegrity as mine is. I could not be prouder to be on a 
slate with Jim Tripp, John Dillon, April Graves and 
Ralph Zampano.

Jim, John, April and Ralph are, simply put, the best 
of the best. They are critical thinkers who can un-
derstand and solve complex problems. These are the 
folks I want working to address our water and school 
infrastructure challenges. They are community ad-
vocates, skilled at seeing the big picture and capable 
of considering issues from multiple perspectives. 
These are the folks I want creating our town budgets 
and our community priorities. They are collabora-
tors who value transparency and good communica-
tion, with the ability to talk through disagreements 
in a civil way and arrive at a solution that works for 
all involved. These are the folks I want leading our 
town and setting the model for how local government 
should operate.

I was driving around Portland this morning look-
ing at the leaves and reflecting on just how beautiful 
our town is. It struck me that we are in a moment 

Concerns About Curley
To the Editor:

I am writing today to express my concerns for 
Ryan Curley’s candidacy for first selectman. I have 
always really liked him, he is a very nice guy, and has 
been personally helpful to my family in his role as 
town clerk. All that said, I find that he has made some 
troubling choices during his campaign. 

I struggle with his slogan of “It’s About Port-
land, Not Politics,” when two of the individuals on 
his ticket are not representative of Portland’s values. 
Sean Manning is a climate change denier, he does not 
believe in masking for public health, and is overall 
not a very nice guy. His “Back to Basics” party was 
based on buzzwords and not any real policies or ideas 
on how to help Portland be a better place. I have real 
concern about his ability to make decisions.

Bob Hetrick has a reputation for being a bully on 
social media. All Bob has going for him, even accord-
ing to his own bio, is being born and raised in town. 
He is a corrections officer by trade and has zero ex-
perience with managing budgets, working across the 
aisle with colleagues with different views, and mak-
ing decisions that impact people not in a jail cell.

Ryan has made some really poor decisions re-
cently, which show that he is out to win this election 
at all costs. He was willing to follow blindly behind 
his town party leader, and to call out individuals pub-
licly on social media, rather than following the cor-
rect channels while working in his official capacity 
as town clerk.

I have no doubt that Jim Tripp and the entire Dem-
ocratic slate will do a far better job leading our town 
into the future.

Lauren Christensen – Portland
Note: Christensen is a member of Portland’s 

Board of Education, but said she is writing as a pri-
vate citizen.

School Infrastructure
Dear Portland Residents:

One of the most important functions of local gov-
ernment is to educate our children. We are fortunate 
to live in a community that understands that a good 
school system is crucial to the long-term success of 
our community and strongly supports our schools. As 
first selectman, I will partner with the school admin-
istration and the Board of Education to support this 
crucial work.

As a member of the Board of Education, I saw 
firsthand the excellent work and dedication of the 
school administration and our teachers. I had the 
privilege of serving on the Policy committee where 
we reviewed and updated outdated BOE policies, 
some of which had not been updated since the 1990s. 
Through this work, I learned a tremendous amount 
about how the school district works and the state and 
federal policies that drive district actions. Because of 
my technical background, I worked with the direc-
tor of curriculum and technology to help ensure our 
digital infrastructure was brought up to date and was 
a leading proponent of the one-to-one Chromebook 
initiative.

A significant question facing our community is 
how we will address aging school infrastructure. This 
includes both the long term needs of our buildings 
and the immediate need to replace our track. A re-
cently appointed School Facilities Study Committee 
is evaluating current and future facility needs of the 
Portland schools and will report back to the Board of 
Education and Board of Selectmen with recommen-
dations. All our students deserve access to an excel-
lent education in facilities that our community can be 
proud of, buildings that are safe, efficient, up-to-date, 
and ready to support 21st century learning.

For more information, visit www.jimtrippforport-
land.com.

Jim Tripp
Candidate for Portland First Selectman

The Affordability Candidate
Dear Colchester Residents:

 According to the University of Michigan’s Sur-
veys of Consumers, “During the past five months 
consumers are more concerned about rising inflation 
and slower wage growth and their negative impact 
on their living standards.” Rising food, gas and rent 
costs are hitting the budgets of low-to-middle-income 
Americans hard. Small businesses are also hurting. 
Colchester must remain affordable for everyone.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, many fami-
lies saw a reduction in pay or job loss. Many seniors 
on fixed income were struggling to make ends meet. 
Inflation is currently running at a 13-year high at 
5.4%. Food, energy, and shelter costs are rising rap-
idly. Filling up the car at the pump can cost a fortune. 
This new era of inflation will affect our town sig-
nificantly. We cannot afford reckless spending. Now 
more than ever, this community needs to choose a 
First Selectman that has a history of crafting creative 
solutions to keep taxes low without cutting services. 
With six years of experience on the Board of Finance 
and the most fiscally conservative record during that 

a cause of death in children 5-14 per the CDC. Not 
COVID-19; suicide. 

That seems to be what these keyboard warriors are 
suggesting. Mental health experts have historically 
related the constant disruption of a child’s routine and 
structure to mental and behavioral health issues. This 
is not a new development. Asking our administration 
to investigate and simply consider how the current 
COVID-19 measures as a whole, collectively, impact 
our children’s mental health experts is not dangerous 
simply because it goes against their narrative. This is 
a real problem that needs to be considered. 

Not addressing this issue is negligence, and any 
adult willing to turn their head at the repercussions 
that the existing measures are having on the mental 
health of our youth is contributing to the problem. 

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan – East Hampton
Candidate for Board of Education

★ Letters cont. from page 31 right now that holds so much potential. We have new 
businesses coming to town. Businesses are expand-
ing. Infrastructure projects are underway. We have 
the opportunity to create something truly special with 
our riverfront, excellent schools, beautiful parks, a 
community that values its first responders and volun-
teers. Good leadership over the last two decades has 
set us on a path for success. We only need to choose 
it.

On Nov. 2, I will be voting for Jim, John, April, 
Ralph and the rest of the Row A candidates. They are 
committed to keeping Portland moving forward. I 
hope you will join me.

Laurel Steinhauser
Candidate for Portland Board of Selectmen
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LEGAL NOTICE  
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
ATTENTION SEWER USERS

Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the 
sewers in the Town of East Hampton that the sewer use payment 
is due and payable on October 1, 2021.  East Hampton Sewer Use 
bills may now be paid in two equal installments; October 1 and 
April 1. The last day to pay the Sewer Use fee for the October 1, 
2021 installment without a penalty is November 1, 2021.  Property 
owners will not receive a second sewer use bill for the installment 
due on April 1, 2022. The October bill is a three-part form which 
includes the April installment.
Payments received November 2, 2021 and later, including pay-
ments postmarked November 2, 2021 and later, are considered 
past due and will be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per 
month. or a fraction thereof, 18% per annum, from the due date of 
the tax, as required by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 
and 146. The minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill.  A 
returned check fee is $20.  Payments legibly postmarked by the 
U.S. Postal Service on or before November 1, 2021 are considered 
on time regardless of when they are received by the Collector of 
Revenue.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that taxes 
are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a bill does not 
exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, interest charges 
and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130 and 12-146.  
Interest is charged on all late payments.  There are no exceptions.
Please make checks payable to Town of East Hampton.  
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online by visiting our website 
at www.easthamptonct.gov  Note: Your sewer account number is 
required when making a payment online.
Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:00 
am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am – 
12:30 pm.
Respectively Submitted,
Scott Clayton
Public Utilities Administrator 3TB 9/24, 10/8, 10/22

Town of Portland
Legal notice is hereby given to the water and/or sewer usage 
customers of the Town of Portland that quarterly bills are due 
and payable October 15, 2021.  Payments not made in full on or 
before November 15, 2021 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per 
month from the due date.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the charge.  Please 
contact the Water/Sewer department if you do not receive your 
bill at (860) 342-6735 or by email darce@portlandct.org 
Please feel free to leave your payment in the drop box located 
to the right of the back door at Town Hall, which is located at 
33 East Main St., Portland, CT or by mail at the address listed 
below.
Town of Portland
Water/Sewer Dept.
P.O. Box 71
Portland, CT  06480-0071
Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue 3TB 10/8, 10/22, 11/5

Stolfi for MES BOE
To the Editor:

I enthusiastically endorse Susan Stolfi for MES 
Board of Education, and ask that you vote for her. 
Sue for the past six years has supported, and safe-
guarded quality education for our children in Marl-
borough. She adheres to Einstein’s notion, “What is 
right is not always popular and what is popular is not 
always right,” ensuring that the right decisions are 
made for MES students.

Sue will bring her vision, expertise and dedication 
to MES. I know Sue cares deeply about the quality 
of education for all students, and she has advocated 
fairly and passionately for students, families, teach-
ers, and administrators, whether it be in negotiating 
a new teachers’ contract, reexamining the school cal-
endar, addressing new curriculum requirements and 
changes, maintaining our schools’ educational excel-
lence under a strict fiscal regimen or selection a suc-
cessor for superintendent. Sue is the person who has 
the experience and the dedication.

Please vote for Susan Stolfi Nov. 2. Thank you.
State Rep. Robin Green

R-55
Marlborough

Note: The 55th Assembly District covers Andover, 
Bolton, Hebron and Marlborough.

Absentee Ballot Applications
To the Editor:

You’ve likely seen comments about our decision 
to publicly share concerns regarding Portland DTC’s 
mailing several hundred unsolicited absentee ballot 
applications (ABAs). Our public disclosure was met 
with a viciousness of attacks rarely seen. We could’ve 
quietly filed our complaint with the SEEC, but we 
made a choice for public disclosure. Now we stand 
accused of stirring up trouble and dividing the public. 
We respectfully ask you to keep your focus on the 
facts and truth, not the angry, distracting vitriol.

The DTC needed to merely follow the rules and 
guidelines provided to them. They needed to properly 
register their plan. This would have resulted in enu-
merated ABAs, an accurate list of current registered 
voters, knowledge of who has already voted, and 
who already had requested ABAs. Mailing addresses 
would’ve been updated and accurate. ABAs would 
not have been sent to wrong addresses and in at least 
one case to a deceased individual, causing great upset 
to a grieving widow. Instead, they want you to dis-
tract you with a debate over the meaning of the word 
‘registration’. 

By choosing their path the mass mailing included 
ABAs going to voters who had already voted by AB, 
or who had already applied for ABs. The result was 
sowing confusion, leaving voters questioning if their 
ABA had been invalidated, or not received. Voters 
who had already submitted a completed ABA were 
concerned if their ABA was invalid. This unneces-
sarily damages the public’s confidence in our voting 
system.

This is what we mean with, ‘It’s about Portland, 
not politics’. Politics here was choosing to skirt the 

Choice is Crystal Clear
Dear Colchester:
The Republicans have put forth such an amaz-

ing slate of candidates this year. I am so proud and 
humbled to be part of this team. I didn’t know much 
about any of them when I was nominated because I 
was a political outsider. However, as the campaign 
has moved forward, I’ve got to know them. Politics 
aside, the Republican slate is just a fantastic group 
of people. I am proud to call each and every one of 
them a friend.

They all care, so much, about Colchester. You all 
see it, but I get to see it up and close and personal. 
They’re talking, every day, about their vision for 
Colchester, ideas to make our community better, and 
meeting with the citizens. I have never seen people 
so happy to knock on stranger’s doors like I have 
with this team. They are eager to talk to, and learn 
from, the people of Colchester. It’s been incredible 
to watch. 

As I said, I was an outsider when all this started. 
That didn’t matter. They have taken me in as if I have 
been there all along. We share the same vision for 
Colchester, so maybe it was easy for them, but I am 
still so appreciative of the support they’ve all shown 
me.

The Republican slate is a group of fiscally minded 
conservatives. We believe, fully, in Andreas’ vision 
of Colchester – affordability, transparency, economic 
development, and tradition. We love this town, and 
that’s something every candidate has made apparent 
to me over these past few months. We’re also young, 
which is a rare, yet immensely valuable, quality in 
government. I could not think of a better group of 
people to keep an eye over Colchester than this team.

For me, the choice on Nov. 2 is crystal clear.
Jason LaChapelle

Candidate for Colchester Board of Selectmen

Read Between the Lines
To the Editor:

We are only a week and a half away from Election 
Day. The campaign season is simultaneously winding 
down and ramping up. There are signs all over our 
towns and candidates are working hard to earn your 
votes. Thanks to the internet, candidate information 
is readily accessible and it’s a breeze to do our due 
diligence. Now more than ever, it is imperative that 
we do not just vote based on whatever affiliation we 
grew up with and with which we think we identify. 

No longer are debates about issues with two sides. 
They are about reality vs. disinformation, science 
vs. conspiracy theories, education vs. propaganda. 
Make no mistake; today’s Republican Party no lon-
ger espouses the values they touted in the past. When 
a candidate is put up for election, they do so with 
the support and validation of their party. When an en-
dorsed candidate boasts ‘American exceptionalism’ 
and other coded language in their bio, they do so with 
the nod and wink of their town committee. 

I am unbelievably proud of the slate that the 
DTC has put forward for this election season. Each 
candidate is running based on their innate desire to 
serve our community and via the inclination to *do 
the right thing* for our citizens, students, and those 
who may wish to live here in the future. There are 
no hidden agendas, no insidious intent, and no desire 
to undermine nor stonewall progress; just heart, grit, 
determination, and a desire to keep moving our town 
and schools into a bright future. Please check out the 
candidate bios on the RTC and DTC websites, and 
please take the time to read between the lines of what 
you see there.

In solidarity,
Nicole Matthews – Amston

Person, Not Just Policy
To the Editor:

It’s about the person, not just the policy. 
Nov. 2 – Election Day – is only two weeks away, 

and this campaign season has felt different from oth-
ers. What feels different is that we are not only choos-
ing who will be an effective leader, but a person that 
represents the value system and moral conduct we 
support and want promoted in our town. If you feel 
the values and morals candidates represent don’t have 
a place in your vote, that your vote is focused only on 
policy and vision, that’s simply not true. 

I feel this weight, especially as a parent; I want 
leaders for our town that demonstrate self-control, in-
clusiveness, that lead with kindness, that do not feel 
they are the smartest person in the room but rather 
surround themselves with smart people, and value the 
diversity of opinions that provides. I want someone 
who listens to our community and does everything 
in their power to advocate for what is right, and not 
necessarily what is easy or popular. 

Mary Bylone is this person. I trust her, I value her 
as a leader, and I know when tough decisions have to 
be made she listens to all sides, weighs all options, 
and makes the best decisions possible in that moment. 
I also respect the way she has run her campaign, as a 
professional, and with kindness. It takes tremendous 
inner strength to stand tall and silent while watching 
and listening to others berate, threaten, and demean 
everything you have worked for. This in itself dem-
onstrates the leadership I want to see at the helm of 
our town. 

So, I will be voting Row A Nov. 2 for Mary Bylone 
and team, and I ask that you all come out to vote, and 
consider not just the policy, but the person.

Jessica Morozowich
Colchester Parent

Town’s Response to Pandemic
To the Editor:

The pandemic affected every community around 
the world. The town of Colchester, including First Se-
lectwoman Bylone and Superintendent Burt, worked 
tirelessly and rose to the immense challenges posed 
by Covid-19.

The first selectwoman offered real time informa-
tion on the status of COVID-19 during nightly Face-
book Live events. On these events, she offered details 
regarding the status of the pandemic on the town, 
state, and world, and what needed to be accomplished 
as a community. I did not agree with every decision 
made; that would not have been possible. Too many 
hard decisions had to be made. Our local leader is 
strong and decisive, and I trusted her to make the 
best decisions for the town. When I reached out to 
her with questions, she responded quickly and with 
transparency.

The superintendent had to implement a completely 
different education protocol. Mr. Burt and Dr. Hewes 
hosted video events for parents to voice their opin-
ions and concerns. The school listened and followed 
up on many parent requests. Personally, I reached 
out to Superintendent Burt to request a change in 
homeschooling policy, and within a few hours both 
he and Dr. Hewes, reached out to me to understand 
my requests. The BOE approved some of my requests 
to temporarily allow homeschooler access to school 
resources. I was impressed with how quickly I was 
given a response, considering the extra workload of 
educators.

The community members of Colchester should 
also feel proud of their response to this pandemic. 
With the guidance from our first selectwoman, neigh-
bors made selfless choices; sheltered at home, wore 
masks, followed guidelines, and took logical precau-
tions to protect themselves and others. Colchester 
residents also rallied to support local businesses. I am 
proud to be a member of this positive, caring com-
munity.

Jennifer Cox – Colchester

Unethical Fake Website
To the Editor:

The negative tactics of Colchester’s Republican 
Party this year have been nothing short of astounding. 
Our Democratic candidates are often called losers 
and liars online and at the doors. Even our hardwork-
ing volunteers and supporters have endured harsh at-
tacks on their families and personal lives.

Despite this, our Democratic team is committed to 
serving and moving Colchester forward because they 
love our town.

Certain tactics, however, are egregious and cannot 
be ignored. That’s why John Malsbenden filed a state 
elections complaint against first selectman candidate 
Andreas Bisbikos and Selectman Taras Rudko last 
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proper process. They had a choice, and they chose 
poorly. Their focus of attacking the persons who dis-
closed their error means something. Please consider 
this on Nov. 2. 

You can learn more about our candidates at gop-
portlandct.com. 

Tim Lavoy, Chair
Portland Republican Town Committee

period, I am that clear choice.
 Colchester cannot afford to gamble on the hope 

that the incumbent who advocated for a historic 5% 
tax increase will not repeat history. That massive 
tax increase coupled with the now-current inflation 
would have crippled many families. The loudest 
proponents of large tax increases are those who can 
afford them. We have too many citizens struggling. 
Colchester must remain affordable for all its citizens. 
Gentrification should not be the end game.

 I love my hometown and as your next first select-
man, your financial well-being will take priority. It is 
our responsibility to keep the best interests of all our 
citizens in our hearts and on our balance sheets.

Sincerely,
Andreas Bisbikos

Candidate for Colchester First Selectman 

week. He did not take this action lightly, but knew 
that it was time to hold them accountable.

In the complaint, Mr. Malsbenden asked the state 
to review the Connecticut Conservative Foundation 
PAC’s connection to an anonymous, vile, and illegal 
website against Mary Bylone. Andreas and Taras 
were the only contributors to the PAC when the web-
site was created. PAC expenses appear to link to the 
Canadian companies that registered the domain name 
for the fake website. The state will now review the 
complaint for a ruling in the coming weeks.

After Mary spoke out on this issue, an attorney for 
Andreas filed letters of intent to sue her and our town. 
The Town of Colchester has already incurred legal 
expenses – your taxpayer money – to respond to this 
baseless threat.

Unfortunately, the Republicans have not run a 
campaign on the issues we care about. Instead, they 
have resorted to smear tactics, lawsuit threats, and al-
ternate facts all in the public eye.

It is more critical than ever that we say “no” to this 
type of campaign. Please vote Mary Bylone and the 
Row A team to truly move Colchester forward and 
put our community first.

John Farrell – Colchester

Safely Dispose of
Unused Prescriptions

 “National Take-Back Day” is Saturday, Oct. 
23, and there will be a drop-off site at RHAM 
High School Saturday, Oct. 23, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

Expired or unwanted prescription, over-the-
counter medications and vitamin supplements 
must be in original containers; if name is on 
container please cross out. No needles or sharps 
will be accepted. 

This service is free and anonymous. For more 
information, contact Jenn Boehler, prevention 
coordinator, at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jen-
niferb@ahmyouth.org.

Tip-a-Musician 
Fundraiser

AHM Youth and Family Services invites all 
to its next Tip-a-Musician fundraiser on Satur-
day, Oct. 23, at the Flour Girl Café.

The event will feature the acoustic guitar and 
banjo of RHAM student Alexa Odoy from 11 
a.m.-noon, followed by the acoustic pairing of 
One Part Harmony from noon-1 p.m. 

All tips received will be donated to AHM 
Project Graduation for the RHAM High School 
Class of 2022, which is coordinated by AHM 
Youth & Family Services. For information 
about Project Graduation, visit ahmyouth.org 
and select Project Graduation from the menu, 
or contact AHM Prevention Coordinator Jenn 
Boehler at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@
ahmyouth.org. 

More Tip-a-Musician events will be planned 
for the spring.

AHM Health Matters
Fall Workshops

AHM Youth and Family Services is hold-
ing registration for the following fall-themed 
Health Matters activities: 

Gutta Art Workshop (teens), Nov. 2, 6-7:30 
p.m.; Vision Board Workshop (all ages), Nov. 8, 
5:30-6:30 p.m.; Yes Paste Art Workshop (teens) 
from 6-7:30 p.m.; Amaryllis Workshops, Nov. 
18, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and Nov. 20, 10-10:45 a.m. 

For class descriptions and to register, go to 
www.ahmyouth.org. COVID-19 safety proto-
cols will be followed. 

AHM Online
Holiday Auction

For the second year, AHM Youth and Family 
Services’ Fund Development Committee will 
host an online holiday auction, with the goal 
of raising $8,000 to support mental health and 
social services for Andover, Columbia, Hebron 
and Marlborough children, teens, young adults 
and families. 

Online bidding starts Nov. 17 and ends Dec. 
1. The auction will feature over 60 items, in-
cluding vacation, entertainment, dining and 
sports packages, art work, children’s gifts, and 
more. One of the featured items this year is go-
ing to be a one-of-a-kind wooden canoe built by 
board members and staff.

Community members, family and friends 
can donate a new item, a gift card, or sign on as 
business sponsor. All sponsors will be featured 
on the auction website until the end of the event. 

Visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/holi-
day-auction to download an auction donor item 
or sponsor form. For more information, contact 
Joel Rosenberg at AHM, at 860-228-9488 or 
Joelr@ahmyouth.org. 
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It’s that time again, folks. Next week is the last issue before Election 
Day, so any political letters to the editor must be positive in nature. No at-
tack letters – for the simple reason that any of the candidates being attacked 
wouldn’t have time to defend themselves before Nov. 2 rolls along. Letters 
to the Editor (300 words or less)should be emailed to bulletin@glcitizen.
com. Please include your full name amd town of residence. A phone num-
ber must be provided (not for publication). 

Election Letters Reminder
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announcements

Groups of 10 or more anytime weekends.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.

r
e

10
-2

2-
21

Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Date determined after 8 reservations
No NRA Computer Course required $100

The 
Absolute 

BEST!!

WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS
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Public Service Associate
The East Hampton Public Library seeks a part-time Public 
Service Associate with great technology skills and a passion for 
working with the public.  Approximately 15-19 hours per week at 
$16.90 per hour.  Must be able to work one evening per week 
and one Saturday every three weeks.
Responsibilities include assisting patrons at the circulation desk, 
answering patron questions about technology, collection, and 
research, and providing superior customer service.  Additional 
responsibilities may include planning and running library pro-
grams for children or teens.  A great opportunity for library school 
students.  Library experience and/or experience working with 
children or teens preferred.  Strong communication, customer 
service and computer skills are essential.
Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume and employment 
application to the Town of East Hampton, Department of Human 
Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, or 
by email to Human Resources at lseymour@easthamptonct.gov 
by 10/29/2021, or until filled.  A job description and employment 
application may be found at www.easthamptonct.gov.   www.
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org.  EOE/AA/M-F. 

1TB 10/22

EDUCATION:   PARAEDUCATOR
Marlborough Elementary School is accepting applications for a 
Paraeducator for the 2021-22 school year. Please send a letter of 
interest, application, resume and references to Holly Hageman, 
Superintendent, Marlborough School District, 25 School Drive, 
Marlborough, CT 06447 or email to cmonte@marlborough.k12.
ct.us. For application see website, www.marlborough.k12.ct.us 
(Employment Opportunities) or call 860.295.6236. EOE 1TB 10/22

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

PART-TIME NURSE - 8am- 2:00, 
3-4 days/wk, includes every other 
weekend. Please call Christal at 
Greystone 860-342-2509

F/T busy Internal Medicine 
practice seeks experienced 
MA.  Duties:  Room patients, 
EKG’s, spiros, vitals, phones, 
pre-certs.  Located in Glastonbury.  
Email resume and cover letter to 
gildas2121@gmail.com

M I D D L E T O W N  R I G G I N G 
COMPANY LOOKING FOR 
FT OFFICE ASSISTANT with 
accounting experience and 
excellent communication skills. 
Needed ASAP. Call Brad 860-
347-0546

GLASTONBURY CARPET 
HAS OPENINGS for friendly 
and helpful Sales Associates. 
Part-time positions, Tues. thru 
Saturday. No nights, no Sundays. 
Call 860-633-8832 or 860-338-
0023

PART TIME CASHIER WANTED 
- Please apply in person, 1633 
Portland Cobalt Road. $13 to start. 
Portland Citgo and Self-storage 
860-342-1020

Warehouse Packer M-F 10a-
6p. Able to lift, bend and move 
75lbs. Starts at $15/hr, wages 
re-evaluated upon completion of 
training. 860-886-1884 Lebanon. 
B+M Upholstery Supply 

S K I L L E D  C A R P E N T E R 
W A N T E D  F O R  B U S Y 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
CO. Reliable transportation a 
must, well tooled carpenter, 3-5 
years experience preferred. $20.-
$25./per hour.  Contact:  JOHNV@
ADVANCECO.NET

WA I T R E S S  N E E D E D  AT 
FLYNNS GRILL RESTAURANT. 
Apply in person or call Enda at 
(860)918-1788

COLCHESTER WINE AND 
SPIRITS IS LOOKING FOR FULL 
TIME LIQUOR STORE CLERK. 
Must be 18 years old to work, 
must be able to work evenings, 
nights, weekends. Stop in to apply. 
Located next to Stop & Shop. 
. 
S mall     accounting          
firm  seeks part-time  
bookkeeper. We are willing to 
train. Flexible schedule. Email us 
at theoffice@carollofinancial.com

TREE CREW member wanted 
for establish tree company in 
Hebron. Immediate opening. call 
for details. 228-SAWS 

WAITSTAFF  NEEDED  ONE 
WEEKEND DAY A WEEK ASAP. 
Please come in and fill out an 
application at Eggs Up Restaurant 
on Rt.66 in Portland.

PAINTER WANTED - Must have 
experience and transportation. 
Please call Mike 860-608-8376

MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN IN 
MANUAL WHEELCHAIR SEEKS 
COMPASSIONATE PCA  for 
hygiene care. Part-time three 
evenings/week (Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, every other weekend). 
CNA/HHA experience helpful.  
860-365-5661

JOIN OUR GROWING TEAM! 
SEEKING EXPERIENCED, 
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN (E-
2). Reliable, Motivated, Safety-
minded, Quality Craftsmanship. 
PAUL CICCHETTI Electrical, 
77 Kreiger Lane, Ste 904, 
Glastonbury. 860.519.9261 lisa@
pcelectrical.com

employment
employment

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF. Costume jewelry, pottery, 
bottles, crocks, jugs, toys/games, 
glassware, silver plated items, 
s igns,  typewr i ters ,  sewing 
machines, bar items, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, oil lamps, knives, 
hunting, fishing, military, Masonic, 
fire dept. and more. Donald Roy 
860-874-8396.   

DOG OBEDIENCE/AGILITY 
CLASSES starting soon. Offering: 
Agility, Puppy Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue Dogs 
Want/Need, CGC/Therapy. Over 
20-years experience. Michelle 
L a r s o n  a t  PAW S - N - H E E L 
DTC, 860-267-6040. paws-n-
heeldogtraining.com

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH WATER POLLUTION

CONTROL AUTHORITY
Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to 
the sewers in the Town of Marlborough that a sewer usage 
charge is due in one installment on October 1, 2021.  The last 
day to pay without interest is November 1, 2021.  Interest for 
a late payment is 1.5 % per month reverting to the due date of 
October 1.  Minimum interest is $2.00.  The usage charge set 
for the Fiscal Year   2021-2022 is $507.00 per EDU.  Failure to 
receive a bill does not invalidate the fee or interest.  Contact the 
tax office immediately if you do not receive a bill.
Please make checks payable to MWPCA. Payments may be 
mailed to Tax Collector, PO Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447.  
There is a lock box to the left of the door for check payments 
only. The tax office, located at 26 No Main Street, Marlborough, 
CT is open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon.
Barbara C. Murray, WPCA Collector 3TB 10/1, 10/8, 10/22

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE

COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The second installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 
2020 Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Ando-
ver on October 1, 2021. Payments must be postmarked, paid on 
line, or brought to Town Hall by November 1, 2021 to avoid an 
interest charge.  Interest will be charged starting November 2, 
2021 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per 
month) from the due date of July 1st, with a minimum charge of 
$2 for each bill.  
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box 
outside Town Hall. Office hours in October are Monday 8:15 
pm – 7:00 pm and Tuesday– Thursday 8:15 am – 4:00 pm.  The 
office will be closed on Monday, October 11, 2021 due to the 
federal holiday. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated 
office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any inter-
est which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Eileen Curtin, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232 3TB 10/1, 10/8, 10/22

TOWN OF HEBRON
SEWER USE LEGAL NOTICE

 
Sewer Use Bills are due and payable October 1, 2021 and may 
be paid through November 1, 2021 without penalties and interest. 
Bills of $510 are due in full. Bills exceeding $510 may be paid in 
two equal installments, the first installment being due October 1, 
2021 and the second installment being due April 1, 2022.
Payments must be postmarked or received no later than 
November 1, 2021 to be considered on time with no additional 
charges. Payments that are unpaid as of November 2, 2022, will 
be charged interest of 1.5% per month retroactive to October 1st 
per State Statute 12-146.
To make payments by check, please make check payable to: 
Town of Hebron. Payments may be mailed to: Town of Hebron, 
15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248. If desired, send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a receipt. There is a drop-off box 
attached to the Town Office Building located next to the entrance 
on the lower level, south side. In addition there is a box inside the 
building located in the hallway between the Tax and Assessor’s 
Office. Payments left in the box after the close of business on 
November 2, 2020 will be considered late. 
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Hours are Monday through Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday 
8:00am to 1:00pm. Please note Monday – Thursday the office is 
closed for lunch from 12:30pm – 1:15pm. 
Respectfully, 
Adrian MacLean
Revenue Collector 2TB 10/1, 10/22

LEGAL NOTICE
GLOBAL SELF STORAGE

244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT

860.267.6639
Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday 10/30/21 at 8:00 AM
Property previously owned by:
J Carlson   J Crystal   S Jordan

2TB 10/15, 10/22

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING

BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF ACTION   

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals at its meeting on 
Wednesday October 13, 2021 took the following action:
APPLICATION DENIED WITHOUT PREJUDICE:
APPLICATION #ZBA-5-21 – Carlos & Erin DaCruz (applicant/
property owner) 181 Paper Mill Road - is seeking variance of 
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 
Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction 
of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 
Minimum Required Yards, Article Six A. 1 b Residential Parking 
and Garaging, in order to store a single recreation vehicle in 
the front yard were the Regulations require it to be stored to the 
rear of the principal residence.	
Alan Miller/ ZBA Chair
Dated at Marlborough, CT this 18th day of October.

1TB 10/22

COLCHESTER CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

WETLANDS AGENT APPROVAL
Pursuant to the CGS Section 22a-42a (c)(2) the following ap-
plication has been approved by the duly authorized agent of the 
Conservation Commission of the Town of Colchester.
Number: WA2021-380
Applicant: Mike Rogers
Location: 115 Windham Ave.
Activity: Shipping container w/in URA
Jay Gigliotti
Authorized Agent 1TB 10/22

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Marlborough Elementary School Cafeteria

(25 School Dr.)
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 

Public Hearing
Thursday, November 4, 2021 at 7:00 PM at

25 School Dr. (Marlborough Elementary School Cafeteria)
APPLICATION #Z-15-21 Amendment to the Marlborough Zon-
ing Regulations, Article Two Zones Section A, Amendment to 
Article Four 
Definitions & New Article Ten J - Lake Terramuggus Watershed 
& Shoreline Overlay District, and adding a new overlay zone 
within the Lake Terramuggus watershed as shown on a map 
on file, for the purpose of regulating the cutting and retention 
of trees and other vegetation; the erection of docks, retaining 
walls, sheds, and other structures in proximity to the Lake; the 
application of chemicals; and other measures to protect the 
water quality of Lake Terramuggus and the property values 
around it.
APPLICATION  #Z-16-21 OM Village, LLC (Applicant) – Amend-
ment to Article 7A.F.E. Impervious Surface Coverage.
The room capacity will be limited due to Social Distancing 
requirements and masks are mandatory for those who are 
attend in person. Written testimony will be received at the public 
hearing and written testimony can be sent to the Building /
Land Use Department at Town Hall ahead of the public hearing. 
All testimony and application materials will be available to the 
public on the Town Website, www.Marlboroughct.net, under 
Minutes/Agendas then Agenda 2021 then Zoning Commission.    
Kevin Asklar, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 2TB 10/22, 10/29

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough Zoning Commission at its meeting of October 7 
2021, took the following action: 
APPLICATION CONTINUED; PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED:
Application #Z-15-21 Amendment to Article Two Zones Section A, 
Amendment to Article Four Definitions, & New Article Ten J - Lake 
Terramuggus Watershed & Shoreline Overlay District Overlay 
District. A public hearing is continued to November 4, 2021. 
Application #Z-16-21 OM Village, LLC (Applicant) – Amendment 
to Article 7A.F.E. Impervious Surface Coverage. A public hearing 
is scheduled for  November 4, 2021. 
KEVIN ASKLAR, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR
Dated at Marlborough, CT this 18th day of October.

1TB 10/22

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, November 
4, 2021 at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to consider 
the following:
PZC #21-06: 56 Strongs Avenue. Request for Subdivision of 
house on .4 acre lot from farm with 33 acres with barns and 
garage.  Applicant and property of Estate of Lucille G. Anderson, 
Nancy L. Anderson, Executrix.  Assessor’s Map 47, Lot 14.  
Zone R10.  
PZC #21-07: 378 Cox Road. Map 78, Lot 21. Request for an 11 
lot subdivision on a property containing wetlands. Application 
of Tom Briggs. Property of Synnott Properties, LLC. Zone RR/
Forest Neighborhood Overlay Zone.  
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department or on the Town of Portland Website: www.
portlandct.org 
Dated at Portland, CT. this 18th day of October 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

2TB 10/22, 10/29

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION MEETING

Thursday, October 28, 2021
6:30 pm at TOWN HALL

LEGAL NOTICE
Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 557 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 23 Knowles 
Road --- to repair and restore wrap-around porch.  Included in 
the additional work after the removal of deteriorated decking and 
railings on the porch, will be to replace them in the identical style 
as original, and the windows in the vestibule, to replace them 
with double-hung windows  identical to existing windows adjacent 
and above the vestibule --- for applicants Bryna Linett and Peter 
Shapiro.
The foregoing application is available for public review at the East 
Hampton Building Department.  At this hearing interested persons 
may be heard and written communications will be received.
Dated: October 20, 2021
Regina Starolis, MHHDC Clerk 1TB 10/22

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at 7:00 P.M.

Buck-Foreman Community Room,
265 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480

Pursuant to Section 503(g) of the Town Charter, a Special Town 
Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday, 
October 27, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. in the Buck-Foreman Community 
Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, CT for the following purpose:
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 
Portland hereby approves the increase of $6,400 in appropria-
tions of line item #08-141-000-89100 Resource Recovery-Roll-
Off Truck with Container and a decrease in appropriations to 
#08-141-000-89120 Town-Wide Improvements – Closing Costs 
and Financial Advisory by $6,400.
Dated this 20th day of October 2021
Attest: Susan S. Bransfield, First Selectwoman 1TB 10/22

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Conservation Commission at its meeting of 
October 18 2021, took the following action: 
APPLICATIONS CONTINUED; SITE WALKS SCHEDULED  
APPLICATION #13-21 – John & Siobhan Peng (Applicant/Prop-
erty Owner) – 23 Lakeridge Dr – construction of 12’ x 14’ shed 
and attached 12’ x 4’ deck on lakefront property. The application 
is continued to November 1, 2021. A site walk is scheduled for 
October 25, 2021.
APPLICATION #14-21 – Jones Hollow Associates, LLC (Applica-
tion/ Property Owner) Lot 2 Riverside Estates Re-Subdivision 
– construction of driveway, residential house & septic system. 
The application is continued to November 1, 2021. A site walk is 
scheduled for October 25, 2021.
APPLICATION #15-21 – Paul & Jennifer Badeau (Applicant/
Property Owner) – 51 Lakeridge Dr. – construction of 12’ x 16’ 
storage shed on lakefront property. The application is continued 
to November 1, 2021. A site walk is scheduled for October 25, 
2021.
APPLICATION #07-20 – Kevin Fries (Applicant/Owner), 51 
Cheney Road, construction of building addition on lakefront 
property. A site walk is scheduled for October 25, 2021.
Dated at Marlborough, CT this 20TH day of October, 2021.  
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Yvonne Bolton, Chair 1TB 10/22

Legal Admin Assistant Professional
Part time / temp position – 18 flex hours M-Sat 
– excellent computer skills Microsoft Office and 

Timekeeping Software (ex: timeslips) will enter text 
records on computer, set up and update client files, 
archive closed files, other projects – references – 

EMail rESuME: denre56@comcast.net r
E
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-2

2-
21
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NOW HIRING!

Website: promoldplastics.com/general-application/
91 Lower Main Street, Portland, CT

Looking for a new growth opportunity?
We are looking to train select individuals

for tending machines, production & assembly!

MADE IN THE U.S.A.
We are ready to train the next generation in Manufacturing!

We Offer to You:
• $13/hr
• 1st Shift
• Free training
• Competitive benefits packages

We Need from You:
• Manufacturing aptitude
• Reliability
• Ability to multi-task
• Great time-management

Scan to apply:
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Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence

C
IT

3-
19

-2
0

Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
E4

-9
-2

1

BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Equipment Services for all 
your Excavation Projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds
Mason Sand • Pool Sand • Septic Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

Dorsey Construction
Fall Cleanups

Gutter & Leader Cleaning
Call before winter!

Painting • Powerwashing
Waterproofing • Landscaping
Concrete Work • Roof Repair

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E1
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E
4-

2-
21

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E

3-
20

-2
0

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
3-

6-
20

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount

R
E
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22

-2
0

LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!

TREE & Landscaping

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TrEE rEmovaL

R
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

Licensed arborist on Staff

Call 
today for 

YArd ExpANsIoNs

SEaSonEd 

FIrEWood!
We 

Climb

real estate
rentals

employment

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

-Don’t forget to ask about
Liming & Fall Fertilizing-

Curbside
leaf

pickup!
lawns-n-stuff

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

RE10-8-21

Production
Worker Wanted

Part time, all shifts.
Must be 18.

Apply at MPS Plastics,
351 N. Main Street, 
Marlborough, CT. R

E5
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-2
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Northern Tree Professionals, LLC
Tree Removal Services
Stump Grinding
Hedge & Shrub Trimming
Landscape Installations C

IT
10

-2
1-

21

Fully Insured
Tyler Costa 860.262.8244

TREE & Landscaping
TOTAL LAWN CARE - Mowing, 
cleanups, planting, thatching 
ae ra t i on ,  dump  runs  and 
handyman services. Vet and 
senior discount. Call 860-342-
2204, 860-638-8812

MASTER GARDENER- UCONN/
CT State Certified. Professional 
Gardening Care, Diagnosing 
Problems, Ski l led Pruning/
Trimming, Planting, Design, 
Mulching, Edging, Lawn Mowing. 
30 Years Experience. Contact 
Thomas @ 860-267-7515

GARDNER TREE SERVICE- 
Trees and shrubs cut or removed, 
mulching, plant ing/weeding 
and general cleanup. Family 
business since 1979. Quality 
work, dependable service. Free 
estimates. 860-324-3666   

STUMP GRINDING, $30. and up. 
Brush removal, wood chipping, 
backhoe work, mulch, dump 
runs and more. Please call with 
your landscaping needs. Prompt 
service. 860-550-3495

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE10-22-21

We all get a fresh start every day 
to be a better person than

we were yesterday.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

2 BEDROOM 2nd FLOOR APT 
FOR FOR RENT IN HEBRON/
AMSTON  near Airline Trails. 
Washer and Dryer hookup in apt. 
Asking $1500. per month, 1 year 
lease, security deposit required.  
For showing call to make an 
appointment 860-604-6665

S E E K I N G  F I R S T  F L O O R 
A PA R T M E N T  O R  S M A L L 
HOUSE in wooded area w/yard in 
East Haddam/Colchester. Ready 
to move immediately. Good credit. 
Excellent References. Contact: 
azoic.me@gmail.com 

APARTMENT IN HEBRON 
AVAILABLE NOW in downstairs 
of private home. $1200. monthly 
including all utilities. Security 
deposit required. No pets, no 
smoking. edna.m.williams@gmail.
com

RE9-24-21

Needed for small local office. Experience in 
construction accounting and certified payroll 
required. T&M Billing, Experience working 

with various Unions, payroll quarterly 
reports, reconciling bank statements. 
Competitive wage, benefit package

includes health insurance and 401(k).
PlEasE sENd rEsUMEs To:

P.O. Box 777, Colchester, CT 06415, Attn: Geri
or email to geririsley@comcast.net

Bookkeeper/Administrative
Assistant

R
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Junior Estimator needed for busy Piping Construction 
Company. Candidates should be team orientated, 

have strong communication and organizational 
skills and have meticulous attention to detail. 
Responsibilities include reading & analyzing 

construction blueprint drawings and specifications to 
prepare takeoff data for material and labor estimates. 

Researching Bid-Sites to locate potential projects. 
Communicate with vendors to obtain current material 

pricing. Experience with Microsoft Office Products 
required. Salary negotiable based on experience. 
Benefits include: Medical and Dental Insurance, 

401K, Life, Short & Long Term Disability Insurance.
PLEaSE SEnD rESuME TO:
alicia@empirestatepiping.com

Junior EstimatorSubstitute Nurses Needed
The Columbia School District (H.W. Porter School) is 

seeking substitute nurses. Qualified candidates must hold 
a valid Registered Nursing License. H.W. Porter School 
is a PK-8 school. Please forward a resume, certification, 
2 current letters of reference and proof of COVID 19 

vaccination or medical/religious exemption to bmorey@
hwporter.org. Anticipated hours are 8:15 until 3:30.

Please email resumes and applications to:
bmorey@hwporter.org

For additional information visit our website at:
https://columbiapublicschools.org/

R
E
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 East Hampton Public Schools
Job Opportunity 

Part time 1st & 2nd  shift substitute custodian position
Qualifications: Proof of Covid-19 Vaccination or a medical or 
religious exemption.
To see additional job description/ apply online please visit: 
https://www.applitrack.com/easthampton/onlineapp/
To obtain further information contact:
Steven Fontanella Facilities Director East Hampton, CT 06424
(860) 365-4000 X 2
sfontanella@easthamptonct.org 4TB 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org

EDUCATION:
LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE –

ELEMENTARY TEACHER
Marlborough Elementary School is seeking candidates for a 
long-term substitute assignment for an anticipated elementary 
teacher position opening. An approximate start date is December 
20, 2021 and the position is expected to run through the end of 
the school year. Please send a letter of interest, resume, copy of 
teaching certification, transcripts and three letters of recommen-
dation to Dr. Holly Hageman, Superintendent, Marlborough 
School District, 25 School Drive, Marlborough, CT 06447 or 
email to cmonte@marlborough.k12.ct.us.  Application forms 
can be found on our school website at www.marlborough.k12.
ct.us, Employment Opportunities, or call 860.295.6236. EOE

1TB 10/22
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To apply, scan the QR Code or go to:
promoldplastics.com/general-application/

Warehouse Production Worker (Full-Time)
Responsibilities: Light production work, light assembly work, inventory management, 
material handling, packing and shipping, maintaining work area and monitoring 
production processes.
Qualifications: Education: Basic math skills Other: Excellent time management and 
computer skills, reliable, ability to multi-task
Starting Wage: $15/hour
Job Description: Our Company is currently seeking skilled production workers to 
carry out various tasks in our warehouse. The ideal candidates will be timely and reliable, 
have excellent work ethic and will be capable of following procedure with little to no 
supervision. The applicants will be responsible for operating production equipment, 
trimming products as they finish and reporting any issues with product or equipment to 
their immediate supervisor. All responsible, reliable applicants are encouraged to apply. 
We offer paid time off and insurance benefits after a 60-day probation period. First shift 
(7AM–3:30PM) and second shift (3:30PM–12AM) available.
Company Description: ProMold Plastics specializes in custom injection molding and 
mold making. We have been in business since 1967 serving the Medical, Electronic, 
Automotive, Industrial and Consumer Industries. Our mission is to be a valuable asset 
to our customers and remain customer focused by continually 
improving our communication through training and employee 
development.

91 Lower Main Street, Portland, CT
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TREE & Landscaping

Route 66 • Portland, CT • 860.342.3880
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30

Premium Quality Topsoil, 
Mulch & Decorative StoneX

Experienced 

Friendly 
Staff

Pickup 
Trucks 
Loaded

Professional Courteous 
Drivers

X

Open 
to the 
Public

ViSiT OuR HugE STOnEyaRD FOR 
aLL yOuR SPRing PROjECTS
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— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

R
E

3-
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-2
1

Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

• Yard Clean-Ups • Seeding & Fertilization
• Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing

• Hedge & Bush Trimming • Tree Service/Pruning
• Mulch Bed Maintenance • Snow Plowing/Ice Control

• Lawn Repair/Weed Control

Residential & CommeRCial lawn CaRe

FRee estimates 
insuRed 860-294-2864

R
E
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Tree Takedown, Pruning & Brush Removal

860-206-3851

Licensed Tree experTs 
Raythetreeguy.com • Raystrees@hotmail.com

Licensed Arborist # S-3998

No Job 
Too Big

or Small

C
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Tree Guy
Theray

Prevent storm damage, by identifying and removing 
Hazardous trees before they cause damage or power outages. 

Free tree survey and consulting by a licensed Arborist.

SERVING: Residential, Commercial, Municipal

Free Estimates I Owner/Operator
Licensed & Insured

860-205-3266
Grinding & Land Management
DB Stump

VETERAN DISCOUNTS

C
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Brush Cutting, Forestry Mulching, 
Stump Removal

Free 
Estimates

&
Quality 

Work 

CT Certified Arborist #S-5645
Removals & Trimming

sheehantreeremoval.com • 860-267-0300 R
E
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Fully
Licensed 

& 
Insured

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Fall Rates Available, Call Now!

R
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Fire Pits 
$60

Fire Rings 
$30

 FRee DeliveRy 
Call 860-883-9434

Bags of Wood $10

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

here comes leaf season again.
lawn Tecs sr llc.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Located in MarLborough, ct

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

scheduling fall cleanups now
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LAWNS-N-STUFF

Marlborough, CT
Call 860-295-9692

Fully Insured R
E

3-
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GUTTer 
CLeANiNG

Bulk 
Materials

Lot

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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LAWN & GARDEN REFRESH!
Great products for fixing lawns and helping gardens:

Premium Screened Top Soil
for Lawns & Gardens

LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

plus Black Gold Leaf Compost
Dress your garden beds with your choice of 9 premium 

bulk mulches or 5 different decorative stones.
Pick it up or have it delivered – 7 days a week!

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

• Fall Clean Up
• Curbside Pick-up
• Gutter Cleaning

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design

CALL For SCheDULinG
Large Boulders? We can break 

them into usable wall stone!
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E8

-1
3-

21

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

C
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We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

Home Improvement

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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kimsadlon@cox.net

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

Hardwood Floors
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 Portland, Ct

We OFFeR SHOp At HOme SeRvICe!

DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

Services

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com

R
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
REFINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and laying 
of all wood floors. Free Estimates. 
James Gorman 647-9261

WE DO DUMP RUNS/ODD 
JOBS. Deck and pool removals. 
Wil l  remove junk from your 
basement, garage and attic. 
Trucks, Bobcat and dump truck 
available. 860-209-5146

HEDGE TRIMMING / GUTTER 
CLEANING / ROTOTILLING 
- Odd jobs, dump runs. No job 
too small. Fully insured. K.F.P. 
Services Call Kevin 860-342-
0414, 860-989-6858. 

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning,  Caps,  Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

DUMP RUNS, CLEAN-OUTS, 
brush. Reasonable, responsive, 
courteous, conscientious. Angie’s 
listed. Glastonbury Salvage LLC 
860-280-6318.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAULING: 
Same day appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-garages, 
even the junk in the backyard.  
Call Mark @ 860-295-9692 or 
cell 916-9577.

GUTTERS CLEANED. Local, 
Rel iab le,  Responsib le and 
Prompt. Free estimates.  Best 
rates. Phone Thomas 860-267-
7515
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A Family Tradition
Since 1955

Roofing • Siding • Decks
Windows & Doors

Porches • Carpentry

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2020 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"No LeAk" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514
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BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall to 
plumbing, painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to Help,  
Old fashion service. Licensed and 
insured. Free estimates. Call Dan 
@ 860-917- 3154  

STARKEY HOME REMODELING 
- Call today for a free estimate 
on a l l  your  In ter ior  and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, siding, 
ki tchens/baths, basements, 
flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, insulation, 
trim, etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597.

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: Crown 
Molding, Chair Rails, Window 
Seats, Bookcases, Entertainment 
Centers, Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking changed 
to Trex, Attic stairs, Kitchen and 
baths, Water damage and rot 
repair of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete repair 
of drywall and plaster. We also 
combat the entry of mice and 
more. Call Rene (860)643-0428

M I C H A U D  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT & HANDYMAN 
SERVICE: Deck,  windows, 
siding & odd jobs. No job too 
small. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & floors. 
Licensed/Insured. Give us a call 
for a free estimate. Starr Builders, 
LLC See us on Facebook. B.B.B. 
860-267-1496.

DANNY ZERIO TILE - Custom 
Installation & Repair.  Over 30 yrs. 
Experience.  Fully insured. Free 
Estimates. 860-543-1224

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All types of 
tile work, kitchens, baths. All work 
guaranteed. 16 years experience. 
Call 508-0893.

Happy Healthy Dog Grooming in CT
173 Great Hill Pond Road, Portland

– Affordable Dog Grooming For All Breeds –
$45-55-65 for small-medium-large dogs for a full groom

(nails, ear cleaning, brush/comb, bath/blow dry & cut)
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Call Debbie for an appt:
413-230-9711
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

Office 860.228.4544
Cell 860.328.9366

JBM Landscaping llc
R

E
10

-1
-2

1Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

www.jbmLawnCare.com

Mulch Installation
Light Excavation & Grading

Paver Walkway & Patio
Installation
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1Serving Central CT &

Middlesex County

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd., Portland

Heating - Air Conditioning - Ductless Heat Pumps

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-26-21

860-819-4821

Now HiriNg!

E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com
CT LIC# 0648345
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

POWERWASHING
WINDOW
CLEANING
OUTSIDE ONLY SPECIAL

860-508-0447
Insured

squeegeemobile.com
Marc & Diane Barrieau
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Cleaning
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$49Rates as 
low as

affoRdable
Cleaning

All Products Included
We also include sanitizing, 
do groceries & run errands

860-849-2768
Licensed

R
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21860-373-4766Fully 
InsuREd

nHC#
0016070

Over 20 Years experience

StairS
PatioS

SidewalkS
StamPed ConCrete

rePairS & rejuvenationFlat work
Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install

C
IT

3-
25

-2
1

Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
E

3-
13

-2
0Walls – $159

18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 
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860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119
& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured
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0from dripping faucets to all

your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

I ’D  LOVE TO HELP YOU 
JUGGLE YOUR BUSY LIVES 
by taking one dreaded task of your 
list ..... Cleaning. I love, when my 
client walks in and says “ WOW “ 
That’s what I aim for every time. 
860.301.5625 

CARPET CLEANING- Have your 
carpets dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated with water. 
Best method available for removal 
of pet stains, etc. Removes 
allergens. Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. References, 
insured. Since 1977. Stay healthy, 
keep clean. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

RIGHT CHOICE CLEANING 
SERVICE IN GLASTONBURY. 
Residential/Commercial. Insured 
and bonded. Over 23 years of 
experience. Trustworthy, reliable, 
thorough with the same customers 
for over 17 years. Great price. 
Free estimates. 860-997-6749

R
E

10
-8

-2
1

Failure to clean the dryer 
vent is the LEADING 

CAUSE in home dryer 
fires. Keep your family 

and home safe, and your 
dryer efficient.

Schedule your annual 
dryer vent cIeaning/ 

maintenance TODAY!

860-414-4206
dryerventcleanersofct.com

What’s hiding in 
Your drYer Vents?
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Nicholas Baldi
100 Old Hebron Road, Colchester, CT

860.705.4944

Plumbing & Pump llc

Longtime Master Plumber 
Recently moved to Middlesex County

Want to continue working
in the mechanical trades

Exploring opportunities/ partnership / 
employment 

Hold P-1, S-1, F-1, SM-1, HIC 
Resume available upon request

PlEaSE InquIRE:
lombardiheating@gmail.com R

E
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Diane Gombieski

gombieski@snet.net
860-977-4857

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

Emily Cyr

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com
860-805-0451

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005
Angela Aresco

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141
Vikki Brothers

mintarealty@gmail.com
860-514-0744

Crystal McGrath

spalalarealtor@gmail.com
860-897-3588

Stephanie Palala

wendylangct@gmail.com
860-338-7776
Wendy Lang

jenpettine@gmail.com
860-573-3789

Jennifer Pettine

lisacullenbourcier@gmail.com 
860-908-7455

Lisa Cullen Bourcier

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

Vanessa Aquino

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

Kristie Benjamin

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Peter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey

Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Kara Pedersen

karapedersenct@gmail.com
860-575-5904

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com
203-667-7436

Lea Poresky

leaporesky@gmail.com 
860-368-9437

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Robin Tayles

robinrealtor888@gmail.com 
(860) 367-3795

Lauren Reis

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com
413-896-3126

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Kristy Paquette

krispaq@gmail.com 
860-837-3131

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796

41 West High St. 
East Hampton

860-539-5373 www.CarlGuild.com
carlguild@gmail.com

121 Broadway 
Colchester

131 New London 
Turnpike, #215 
Glastonbury

Brian Hamel

hamelrealestatect@gmail.com 
(860) 878-2667

Ela Heselton

elaheselton@gmail.com 
(860) 305-8852

Take 12 monThs no inTeresT on all purchases $499+ Subject to credit approval
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Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6; Fri & Sat 9-5; Sun 10-3

www.smarterAppliance.com
860-531-2363

199 old hartford road, Colchester, CT

Over 20 

Mattresses 

To Try!

PATRIOTS PARK
172 LAKE ST • COVENTRY, CT 06238

OPENING CEREMONY | 9:45AM - RACE START | 10:00AM

VISIT US ONLINE
CTVeteransDayRace.com

Sign-up in store or online at:
www.ctveteransdayrace.com

(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service
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— We offer 24/7 emergency service —

If you haven’t cleaned
your septic tank,

Fall is a great time!
Remember:

out of sight...out of mind!
We Provide Detailed septic inspections for new Home Buyers

For SALE
tag sales

Christmas Tag Sale
73 Ames Hollow Rd, Portland, CT 
Saturday 10/23 from 9 am - 2 pm
Sunday 10/24 from 10 am-2 pm

Very large selection in 3 buildings of brand 
new Christmas trees, wreaths, candles, 
santas, reindeer, nut crackers, angels, 
sleighs, ornaments, pillows and more. C

IT
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S E A S O N E D  F I R E W O O D 
- Cut split delivered. Prompt 
professional service $225. cord. 
860 208-5864 Dennis
. 
END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen, 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street). 633-4691.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE - Quick 
delivery. $240. for full cord, $450. 
for 2 cords. Call Ray 860-657-
8052, 860-952-4741

FOR SALE: Office/business 
fu rn i tu re  inc lud ing  desks , 
credenza’s, exec chairs, tables, 
etc. Many matching sets. Call 
860-978-2534.

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. Cut, split, delivered $240. 
for 1 CORD or $460. for 2 CORDS
860-202-8950

FIREWOOD: Taking orders now. 
Split, seasoned. Delivered in 2 
cord or 1 cord. Cavanna Farms 
860-659-1856

P R O - C Y C L E  D R O P TA I L 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT ,  1000 
pound capacity, $550. Call Ted 
860-267-7883

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/SPLIT 
hard wood full cord $240. Half 
cord $150. Deliver included to 
local area. All wood tumbled for 
clean delivery. Quick Delivery. Call 
860-633-5766.

CHARITY TAG SALE to benefit 
Dana Farber & Damon Runyon 
cancer research.  William Raveis 
Real Estate, 218 New London 
Turnpike, Glastonbury.  Saturday, 
October 23rd 8:30am-12:00pm.

75% OFF GARAGE SALE!!!  Sat. 
- Sun., October 23rd - 24th at 51 
Hope Valley Rd., Hebron, 9:00 to 
4:00.  Everything now 75% OFF 
a great selection of items from 
several previous sales.  Includes 
new & barely used items for gift 
giving, dorm rooms, decorating, 
some vintage, & must have stuff 
for everyone.  Please no EBs or 
Sales, R/S.

childcare Services
INFANT OPENINGS  at Our 
Children’s Place Glastonbury 
Learning Center. Pre-enrolling for 
November-June 2022. We have 
1 opening @ month Dec -June. 
ourchildrensplacechildcare.com
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