
POSTAL CUSTOMER
LOCAL

News Bulletin
Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

PRESORTED STANDARD

★  ★  ★  ★  ★

US. POSTAGE
PAID

GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

Volume 45, Number 43                                                Published by The Glastonbury Citizen                                                                  October 29, 2021

rivereast
P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

Inside...
RHAM
Preview of School Board Race ..pg 3

Hebron
BOS Candidates are Shoe-Ins ...pg 10

Colchester
Soccer Star Holds Sock Drive ...pg 13 

East Hampton
Entire Council Seeks Reelection ..pg 16

Marlborough
Charter Changes on the Ballot ..pg 26

 Regional
 Obituaries ................................. pg 28

See Portland 1st Selectman, page 25

See Fatal Crash, page 2

 Happy Howl-o-Ween!... Sharon Hoy of Portland is pictured with her dog Bo-Bo 
at Portland Youth and Family Services’ recent Howl-o-Ween dog costume parade. 
The event featured nearly 30 dogs – and one cat in a hat! 
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Community Rocked After Fatal Crash
by Diane Church

Residents are being asked to perform an 
act of kindness Saturday in memory of Jacob 
Chapman and Tyler Graham, the two local 
young men who died in a car accident on Oct. 
22 on Parum Road.

“Let us put some healing kindness into our 
communities in celebration of the joy and love 
these two young men brought into the lives of 
those they know,” reads a flier that was made to 
publicize the idea.

Those who perform an act of kindness are in-
vited to post about it at #forTyler and #forJake. 

The news of the tragic deaths of two local 
teens on Oct. 22 was met with shock and grief 
from the community and beyond. 

Chapman and Graham, both 18 years old, 
died in a car accident on Parum Road near Lake 
Hayward Road.

Police said that at approximately 1 p.m. 
Chapman, of 789 Norwich Avenue, was driv-
ing a Nissan Altima westbound on Rt. 354. 
Graham, of 48 White Oak Drive, was with him, 
along with Trey Massaro, 19, of Dalton, Mass. 

According to police, Chapman “attempted to 
pass (another) vehicle at a high rate of speed on 
the left,” then his car left the road, collided with 
a metal beam guardrail and some trees, then 
went down an embankment before it stopped.

Chapman was brought to Marlborough Medi-
cal Clinic, where he was pronounced dead. Gra-
ham was pronounced dead at the scene. Mas-
saro was transported by LifeStar to Hartford 
Hospital with serious injuries, but is expected 
to recover.

Sean Shoemaker, Interim Chief of the Col-
chester Hayward Fire Department, went to the 
scene. He said it was hard to talk about because 

he knew the two local boys.
“We were able to walk to the car, but if was 

very difficult to get our equipment in and get 
them out of the woods,” he said, adding the 
Jaws of Life had to be brought in to extricate 
them from the car.

The three were freshmen at Western Con-
necticut State University, where they were on 
the lacrosse together. Chapman and Graham 
played lacrosse at Bacon Academy.

WCSU president John Clark said in a state-
ment, “It is with great sadness that I must con-
vey the terrible news that three members of the 
WestConn Men’s Lacrosse Team were involved 
in a deadly traffic accident Friday afternoon.

“Our Counseling Center has met with players 
and coaches of the lacrosse team and we will 
also provide counseling to students in Litchfield 

Portland 1st Selectman 
Candidates Confident

by Jack Lakowsky
The two major party candidates for first se-

lectman, Democrat Jim Tripp and Republi-
can Ryan Curley, both began their respective 
Rivereast interviews saying after knocking on 
thousands of doors, they’re confident they’ll 
win next week’s election. 

This election is a noteworthy one. With 
Democratic First Selectwoman Susan Brans-
field, Democrat Lou Pear and Republican Rick 
Sharr all opting to not run again, there could be 
a near-total flip of the board. 

Also, should Curley prevail, Tripp would not 
be able to retain his seat. 

It’s also the first election in nearly 20 years 
that Bransfield was not at the top of the Demo-
crat’s ticket. She has served in the role since 
2003.

Both candidates were complimentary of 
Bransfield’s performance as the town’s chief 
executive, while American Independent Party 
candidate Lambros Lambrinides, who has run 
against and lost to Bransfield in numerous local 
elections, was critical. 

Water, Water, Water…and Water
Both Tripp and Curley said as they canvassed 

neighborhoods and met with constituents, ris-
ing water prices were at the top of most lists of 
concerns. 

Tripp, a Democrat on the Board of Selectmen 
who also serves as chair of the board’s water 
and sewer subcommittee, said over the past four 
years, the Metropolitan District Commission 
(MDC), the town’s water supplier, has hiked 
prices 45%, 

Tripp said MDC prices are projected to in-
crease 10% per year. The town is contractually 
obligated to buy water from MDC until 2026. 

Tripp and Curley both said the best option 

is for the town to find its own wells. Current-
ly, Tripp said, the town gets around 40% of its 
water from a Portland well, which costs about 
$100,000 per year. 

To compare, the 146 million gallons the 
town is obligated to buy from MDC costs about 
$857,000, a cost expected to continue rising.  

Tripp said the goal must be to have necessary 
infrastructure in place by the end of 2025. 

The town has received from the state Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH) a $250,000 grant 
to search for new water sources, and the town 
has prepared a request for proposals (RFP) to 
find a consultant to help with this work. 

Tripp said the RFP is pending legal review, 
and then will be sent out. 

Until then, though, locals will have to con-
tend with rising prices. 

Tripp said to mitigate costs to ratepayers, the 
town will have to “look at other factors.

“We need to be strategic, water costs are al-
ready too high,” Tripp told the Rivereast. He 
said federal stimulus money, received from DC 
to help recover from the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, could possibly be used to offset costs 
of updating the water system.

Tripp said, if elected, he would set “aggres-
sive milestones” to get this done, as well as 
pursue grants. He said right now the town pays 
around a million a year for water and wants to 
get this down by at least half. 

Curley, who currently serves as Town Clerk, 
said finding new water sources is crucial to the 
town’s development. 

It will be a major undertaking, Curley said, 
considering that not only does a new source 
need to be found, but the system of delivering 
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 Quality Hand Cut Meats 
 Fresh seafood delivered daily 
 Fresh store Made prepared Foods 

Happy 
to service any 
special order 

needs!
We 

Accept 
EBT!

“dry aged” Bone-in ny strips $27.99/lb
“dry aged” Bone-in Ribeyes $29.99/lb

land o’lakes white american Cheese $4.99/lb

SaleS valid OctOber 22nd - nOvember 4th  

Help small Businesses prepare
for the Holidays – Order ahead!

plainville 
antibiotic Free 

Turkeys
$3.99/lb

Butterball
Fresh

Turkeys
$2.99/lb

Triple M
& 

smithfield 
Hams

FreSh Oven ready
hOliday PieS!!!

1/2 & whole available

Specials! Certified angus ny strips $9.99/lb
Certified angus sirloin steaks $9.99/lb

we CaRRy:

usda prime Beef
all natural, antibiotic free & grass fed items

“Bell & evans Chicken”
store made prepared food for

breakfast, lunch & dinner

RE9-17-21

Carolyn Kress
860-908-4716

carolynkress@bhhsne.com

“Bringing Knowledge, Professionalism  
& Efficiency To Every Transaction”

On the Fence about Buying 
or Selling a Home?

Now’s a great time to 
make a move!

For Real Estate Success, 
call Carolyn Kress
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Hall, where the three team members lived on 
campus, as well as any students in need.”

Colchester First Selectman Mary Bylone also 
expressed her condolences, saying in a state-
ment: “Our Colchester community is heart-
broken over the sudden loss of residents Jake 
Chapman and Tyler Graham. Both Jake and 
Tyler were deeply committed to their commu-
nity and to their schools. Full of promise and 
hope for the future, they represented the best of 
Colchester’s young people and will be sorely 

missed by all who knew and loved them.                                          
“Our thoughts and prayers are with the fami-

lies, friends, and school personnel who are 
deeply affected by this terrible tragedy. We 
also extend our gratitude to Colchester’s first 
responders and our surrounding towns for the 
mutual aid response on scene.”

Superintendent of Schools Jeffrey E. Burt 
said in a statement the schools provided coun-
seling for students. “This loss is devastating to 
our entire school community and our deepest 

condolences go out to the students’ families and 
loved ones.”

He added, “Each of our schools has a Cri-
sis Intervention Team made up of profession-
als trained to help with the emotional needs 
of students, parents, and school personnel at 
difficult times such as this. On Monday, all of 
our schools will have counselors available for 
any student or staff member who may need or 
want help or assistance surrounding this loss. 
We encourage parents to speak with your chil-
dren to support them as they process their grief 
and sense of loss. Please reach out to our school 
support staff if you or your children have con-
cerns.

“We are sorrowed by these losses to our 
school community and will make every effort to 
help students, families, and staff who need sup-

port. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to your school principal.”

Burt said additional information and immedi-
ate assistance can be found by contacting Unit-
ed Communities & Family Services at www.
ucsf.org. 

The East Catholic High School boys’ la-
crosse team also expressed their condolences, 
saying in a statement, “The lacrosse community 
suffered a great loss yesterday. Our love and 
prayers go out to the Bacon Academy lacrosse 
program, WestConn Men’s Lacrosse, Colches-
ter community and most especially the friends 
and families of Jake Chapman and Tyler Gra-
ham (Class of 2021) who tragically lost their 
lives. They were great competitors on the field 
and were taken from us far too soon. May they 
Rest in Peace.”

★ Fatal Crash cont. from page 1
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  LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
November 2, 2021

The Electors and qualified voters of the Town of Marlborough are hereby warned, to meet at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall School, Commu-
nity Room, School Drive, Marlborough, Connecticut, on November 2, 2021 from 6:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M., for the following purpose, to wit:
I. TO CAST THEIR VOTES FOR THE FOLLOWING OFFICES:
 BOARD OF FINANCE   ZONINING COMMISSION
 BOARD OF FINANCE ALT         ZONINING COMMISSION ALT
 BOARD OF EDUCATION   ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
 BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS  ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS ALT
 PLANNING COMMISSION         REGIONAL #8 BOARD OF EDUCATION
       PLANNING COMMISSION ALT  EDUCATION
II. Pursuant to section 7-191of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Marlborough               
Board of Selectman, at their June 1, 2021 Special Board of Selectman Public Hearing approved the following questions to be placed on the 
November 2021 election ballot. 
1. “Shall Marlborough’s form of government be changed to a 5 member Board of Selectmen with an Appointed Town Manager?” 
2. “Shall the Town of Marlborough adopt a Code of Ethics in its charter and appoint a two member investigatory-advisory Office of Ethics, to 
ensure that the public has confidence in the integrity of local government, including elected officials, employees, boards and commissions in 
the conduct of their public responsibilities?” 
3. “Shall the Annual Town Meeting be replaced with a Town Public Hearing for the purpose of reviewing the final proposed Annual Town 
Budget before going to Referendum voting on the first Tuesday in May, after the first Monday in May?” 
4. “Shall the authorized fixed dollar limit of $10K in the charter, pertaining to Special and Emergency Appropriations be adjusted for inflation 
and increased to reflect the current cost of doing business and replaced with a fixed percentage of 2% of the Town Operations Budget?”
5. “Shall the authorized fixed dollar amounts pertaining to Public Bids between $1,000 up to $10,000 in the charter be, replaced with a fixed 
percentage of between 0.5% up to 1% of the Town Operations Budget?”
6. “Shall the Town Clerk and the Tax Collector position be changed from an elected to an appointed position?” 
7. “Shall the number of members on the following Boards be changed : Board of Finance from 6 to 5 ; Board of Education from 9 to 7 ; 
Board of Assessment Appeals from 3 to 5?” 
8. “Shall the following changes to the Board of Fire Commissioners and Fire Marshal be  adopted; Increase Board membership from 3 to 5; 
Upon permanent vacancy of the Fire Marshal or Deputy Fire Marshal, the position shall be filled by vote of the Board of Selectmen, to four 
(4) year overlapping terms; Fire Marshal and Deputy Fire Marshal(s), as employees of the Town, shall report to the Board of Selectmen?” 
9. “Shall the current charter be updated to include a variety of recommended changes to the charter designed to:
a) remove outdated references to CT statutes;
b) correct for grammatical and spelling errors; improper reference to other charter sections;
c) update current and best practices such as the maintenance of Town property,
d) change transfer procedures for unused budgeted funds;
e) change vacancy appointment process to incorporate a “best qualified” provision, regardless of party, for elected and appointed Boards 
and Commissions,
f) establish minimum expectations for membership on boards, agencies and commissions;
g) Establish a Board of Finance Kickoff Meeting early in the budget process,
h) clarify the use of the Minority Representation statute as modified in the charter;
i) allow for Boards, Commissions, Agencies and Committees to determine their own meeting rules and procedures in accordance with CGS 
and Roberts Rules of Order;
j) include in Charter the Lake Advisory, Nature Trails/Sidewalk, Water Pollution Authority, Aging Commissions and Cemetery Committee;
k) improve and expand the Terminology section?” 
III. A referendum vote of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of the Town of Marlborough and simultaneously in 
Hebron and Andover pursuant to Section 10-56 of the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut, as amended, upon a resolution adopted 
by the Regional School District No. 8 Board of Education at a meeting held on August 23, 2021.
The resolution will be placed on the ballot as the following question
10. “Shall Regional School District No. 8, comprised of the Towns of Hebron, Andover and Marlborough, appropriate $3,560,000 for the 
installation of a new turf field, track and lighting at RHAM High School and authorize the issuance of bonds, notes or temporary notes in an 
amount not to exceed $3,560,000 to finance the appropriation??
A vote “Yes” will be a vote for approval, and a vote “No” will be a vote for disapproval of the question. 
Copies of the Charter and the approved ballot questions are in the Marlborough Town Clerk’s Office for inspection. 
Optical Scan Voting machines will be used. The polls will be opened at six o’ clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) and will remain open until 
eight ‘o clock in the evening (8:00 p.m.)
Absentee Ballots will be made available in the Town Clerk’s Office in accordance with the law.
Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling places is as follows:
Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall School, Community Room, 25 School Drive, Marlborough Connecticut, which is also the central location for count-
ing absentee ballots. 
Voting tabulators will be used. The polls will be opened at six o’clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) and will remain open until eight o’clock in 
the evening (8:00 p.m.). Electors shall cast their votes at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall School, Community Room, 25 School Drive, Marlbor-
ough, Connecticut, which is also the central location for counting absentee ballots.
Property owners who are not electors but are Qualified Voters pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, 
shall cast their votes at the Marlborough Town Hall 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, Connecticut.
A Qualified Voter is any citizen eighteen years of age or more who, jointly or severally, is liable to the Town of Marlborough for taxes as-
sessed against him or her on an assessment of not less than One Thousand Dollars on the last completed grand list of the 
Town, or who would be so liable if not entitled to an exemption under subdivision (17), (19), (22), (23), (25) or (26) of Section 12-81 of the 
General Statutes.
The full text of the aforesaid resolution and question is on file, open to public inspection, in the office of the Town Clerk; and the vote on the 
aforesaid Resolution is taken under the authority of Sections 6.12 and 7.5.1 of the Town Charter and Section 7-7 and Chapter 152 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, as amended.
DATED AT MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT THIS 19TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2021.
Lauren A. Griffin 
Town Clerk
Town of Marlborough   1TB 10/29

Control of School Board Up for Grabs
by Sloan Brewster

With five seats open on the RHAM Board of 
Education, control could go either way.

Currently controlled by Democrats, four of 
the board’s open seats are held by Democrats. 
Judy Benson-Clarke of Marlborough, who is 
unaffiliated, holds the fifth open seat. 

Both parties are running four candidates and 
Benson-Clarke, who is running for another 
term, is cross endorsed. Of the nine candidates, 
only Benson-Clarke and Democrat Jean Wilson 
are incumbents.

Board Chair Kathleen Goodwin, a Democrat 
whose term is up and is not running for reelec-
tion, said the board does not talk about party but 
rather supports residents and students from the 
three towns.

“I think the board is pretty cohesive in sup-
porting the students,” she said. “I don’t know 
[other members’ parties] because we don’t re-
ally talk about that; that’s kind of a good thing.”

The Republicans
Michael Charron, 49, of Hebron, is an engi-

neer running for his first term. 
Charron said he is running out of a belief “in 

participating in the process rather than stand-
ing back and watching.” He said he found vol-
unteering as a coach and STEM instructor re-
warding and wanted to help schools continue to 
improve.

A father, Charron said his experience has 
taught him effective listening and communica-
tion. He considers himself “reliable, trustwor-
thy, honest and dedicated” and said he recog-
nizes the necessity of compromise. 

If elected, Charron said he would ensure the 
district spends where demands are strongest. 

He said support systems must be strong and 
continually adapt to new demands, including 
isolation, remote learning, bus schedules and 
social anxiety brought on by COVID-19. 

“I want to ensure that we head back to nor-
mal,” he said. “Sports programs, clubs, dances, 
school trips are all outlets that our kids look for-
ward to and depend on for a sense of normalcy.”

In addition, he said he wants to ensure en-
richment programs are available to students that 
excel academically and to those interested in al-
ternative studies, such as trades.

Gabriel Marques, 18, of Hebron, is a 2021 
RHAM graduate and a college student.

He said he is running because he has wit-
nessed firsthand issues at RHAM that he wants 
to fix. Marques said he was alarmed by the al-
leged instances of critical race theory (CRT) 
being taught in schools across the country and, 
if elected, will collaborate with fellow board 
members to determine if it is being taught at 
RHAM. 

He added that he would work to foster posi-
tive curriculum “that promotes unity rather than 
division and promotes national pride.” 

If elected, Marques said he would work to re-
duce costs of the proposed artificial turf field at 
RHAM if it passes referendum on Election Day. 

“I want to strike a good balance between sup-
porting our RHAM athletes and reducing the 
burden on taxpayers,” he said. 

Marques said being a recent RHAM graduate 
puts him in a unique position to understand is-
sues facing students and, as a RHAM member, 
will be “truly in touch with the people of this 
community.”

Joe Colletti, 29, of Hebron is a preload su-

pervisor at UPS and was previously on He-
bron’s Planning and Zoning Commission. 

He said the main reason he is running is be-
cause he wants his children to get the same or 
a better education than he received at RHAM. 
Colletti said he wants to integrate more real 
world classes, such as marketing, communica-
tion, economics, finance and other business re-
lated subjects into RHAM. 

“I believe it should be mandatory for all stu-
dents to take finance classes in order to learn 
about life after school,” he said.

If elected, he hopes to focus on decisions im-
pacting student health, while listening to voters 
and collaborating with the health department 
and town. 

Colletti said all the candidates were excep-
tional and he hopes they all share an interest in 
helping students get the best education possible. 

A 2010 RHAM graduate who played sports 
and continues to volunteer at events benefitting 
RHAM, Colletti said he relates to today’s stu-
dents. He said he examines all sides of a topic 
to determine the best solution and is “willing to 
spend countless hours making sure we please as 
many people as we can, when making an impor-
tant decision.” 

“I just want to be able to give back to the 
place that gave me everything,” Colletti said.

Carey Fraulino, 50, of Marlborough, is a 
homemaker and Property Manager of rental 
properties she and her husband have owned for 
13 years. Prior to that, she worked for more than 
23 years at a large insurance company in the In-
formation Technology division.

Recently, Fraulino said, she became actively 
involved with the Marlborough Republican 
Town Committee. She has served as a Planning 
Commission alternate for about one year. 

Fraulino said the “community deserves a 
voice, regardless of political affiliation” and 
that “open-minded and fair dialogue is a neces-
sity.” 

While stating that her objective was to give 
people the chance to be heard, she added she 
has a vested interest in the RHAM board as 
one of her children will transition to the middle 
school next year. She said she wants “children 
to get the best opportunities available while 
considering the fiscal impacts.” 

If elected she said she will focus on hiring a 
new superintendent, work on policy and budget 
and find solutions to education challenges risen 
from COVID-19. 

“From my vantage point, the most important 
task as a RHAM BOE member is to have the 
best interest of the kids and the community as 
a whole,” Fraulino said. “I believe I represent 
that goal.”

The Democrats
Maura Curran Baker, 48, of Hebron, has 

been an actuary at Travelers Insurance for 26 
years. Her family has been active in school, 
sports, music, Scouts and church activities and 
she was a longtime Girl Scouts leader.

Baker said she is running because of the im-
portance of education and service to commu-
nity.

If elected, she will focus on continuing in-
person education and activities while following 
relevant health recommendations.  

Baker said she will also focus on inclusion 
and ensuring that decisions work well for all 

families, including working families.  
Baker said she is in favor of investing in 

the proposed artificial turf field and its use by 
RHAM and the greater community.  

Baker said she is a strong candidate due to 
her business background, years interacting with 
the Hebron and RHAM school systems as a 
working mother and her passion for education 
and community activities.  

“I will listen to all viewpoints and effectively 
advocate for the best possible education and op-
portunities for all students and for ensuring that 
school decisions work well for all families,” she 
said.

Claudia Riley, 50, of Hebron is a senior fi-
nancial coach with Compass Working Capital.

She said she is running to continue RHAM’s 
“path of success” and looks forward to support-
ing initiatives that continue to strengthen aca-
demic, social and athletic programs.

Riley said she hopes to address continued 
challenges caused by the pandemic and its ef-
fect on students’ experiences and mental health. 

“If elected I will demonstrate dedication to 
our students and great enthusiasm for the im-
portant work ahead,” she said. “I am not afraid 
of hard work, facing difficult conversations and 
rolling up my sleeves to work alongside my col-
leagues for the betterment of the RHAM com-
munity.”

Jean Wilson, 61, of Marlborough, is an in-
structional designer, instructional technologist, 
and online learning expert at a private univer-
sity. As director of the campus instructional 
technology center, she oversees Blackboard, a 
mission-critical, campus-wide computer sys-
tem used widely by many schools and colleges.

An incumbent, Wilson has served four years 

on the board, but said she has always been in-
volved in the community, including volunteer-
ing for schools as a parent, helping bring Span-
ish back to Marlborough Elementary School, 
serving as a library trustee, campaigning for 
candidates running for office, and contributing 
to local community theatre.

Wilson said civic participation is “the core 
strength of our democracy.”

She said she felt it was important for experi-
enced board members to help hire and support 
the incoming superintendent.

With 30 years of experience in higher edu-
cation, she said she offers insights and a sense 
of alignment across the educational system and 
that she “was happy to contribute my knowl-
edge when I felt it was helpful to the board,” 
including during the pandemic.  

With a master’s degree in education, Wil-
son said she is familiar with best practices and 
trends in teaching and learning.

Wilson said critical issues facing the board 
include hiring a new superintendent, providing 
students the emotional and educational support 
they need after nearly two years of COVID-19, 
hiring and maintaining excellent teachers and 
support staff and continuing to provide opportu-
nities to listen to community concerns to better 
serve the constituency.

Wilson said she offers “continuity during a 
very tumultuous time, familiarity with ongoing 
projects and concerns for RHAM, and a deep 
commitment to ensuring quality education for 
our community and our children.”

Heather Summerer, 56, of Hebron is asso-
ciate director of public affairs at Pratt & Whit-
ney and active in the community, including 

See School Board, page 15
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 Seventy Years!... The East Hampton High School Class of 1951 held its 70th reunion 
on Oct. 7 at Campagnas Restaurant in Portland. From left are Mary Leonard Hen-
nessy, Leonida Feleppa Burnham – secretary, Richard Lundell – president; seated, 
Ethel Bidwell Anderson, Irene Hanna Nichols, Gloria Esbright, Olivia Brewster.

Clarification
A letter to the editor by Colchester Geraldine 

Transue that ran in last week’s Rivereast should’ve 
noted that she was writing as a private citizen and 
not as a member of the Colchester Senior Center 
Building Committee. 

The Rivereast apologizes for the omission. 

Altruistic Behavior Among Bats
To the Editor:

We humans know that seeing other people when we 
are ill could make them ill, too. Like us, most kinds of 
bats are very social creatures, and they practice social 
distancing when ill – without the advice of public health 
experts.

When societal bats are ill, they practice social distanc-
ing. It turns out we share that sentiment with many kinds 
of societal bats, including vampire bats. When they’re 
feeling sick, vampire bats interact with fewer of their 
friends and family and cut their social time short (Drs. 
Ripperger and Carter, Behavioral Ecology).

Sick bats associate with fewer roost-mates, spend less 
time with each buddy (yes, they have best friends), and 
tend to avoid the more gregarious members of the colo-
ny. In other words, they avoid social gatherings.

This behavior is not limited to mammals. Scientists 
have found that many animals avoid sick members of 
their group, and sick members practice social distanc-
ing in turn. Is it out of concern for the well-being of 
others, or mere instinct? Whichever, the practice helps 
keep dangerous diseases spreading from one individual 

Fidler for BOF
To the Editor:

Marlborough needs representatives on local boards 
that will strive to keep our beautiful town viable for all 
families by promoting the amenities and programs we 
need while maintaining a sustainable and affordable 
budget. That is why I, Jack Fidler, am running for an 
alternate seat on the Marlborough Board of Finance. My 
wife and I moved to our wonderful town in 2019. We 
were attracted to Marlborough’s top tier schools, beauti-
ful green spaces, and welcoming community. As a Board 
of Finance member, I would be dedicated to preserving 
these qualities for all of Marlborough’s residents, now 
and in the future.

I graduated with my bachelor’s and doctorate degrees 
from the University of Connecticut and have worked as 
a pediatric physical therapist; working to optimize qual-
ity of life, function and mobility for children in need. 

Tammaro-Dzagan for BOE
To the Editor:

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan is a local mom who will 
fight for your children’s rights. We need change in this 
town and she will bring it. It does not matter what po-
litical party you represent, this is about our children and 
Christina will always put our kids first. She speaks at 
almost every BOE meeting and she will bring much 
needed change to the board. I urge you to join me in vot-
ing for her on Nov. 2. 

Christine Aloia – East Hampton

to another.
Many kinds of colony-dwelling bats exhibit behaviors 

that can be construed as altruistic. For example, female 
Mexican free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis) have 
been observed acting as midwives for roost-mates in 
labor. Vampire bats are highly social, and if one of the 
colony members does not get enough to eat, a “friend” 
will feed it. Female vampire bats form strong grooming 
and food-sharing relationships, mostly with kin but also 
with non-kin.

Adoption is one of the great mysteries of the animal 
kingdom, and it’s practiced by vampire bats. The foster-
mother-bat is more likely to care for an orphaned infant 
if she was friends with the infant’s biological mother.

There are three species of vampire bat; all live in Cen-
tral and South America.

Thank you,
Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
by Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
The other day my wife was cleaning out a long-neglected closet in what used to be the boys’ 

room.
“Look at this,” she said, holding up a length of fabric and what appeared to be a crushed rub-

ber toadstool. “Do you know what this is?”
Frankly I didn’t care what the hell it was as long as it wasn’t a purple tutu in men’s large, but 

I feigned interest because I recently read in a magazine in the local barbershop that a primary 
problem in marriages is men who can’t bring themselves to pretend that they actually care 
about the incredibly bizarre things that seem to enthrall women.  

“Wow,” I ventured.
“Do you know what this is?” she exclaimed again.
“It’s a…um…it’s…No, I have no idea,” I finally admitted.
“It’s the gargoyle costume Son #2 wore one year for Halloween. You don’t remember?”
I can’t even keep track of our anniversary and their birthdays and I’m supposed to remember 

what one of the kids dressed up as for Halloween like 35 or 30 years ago?  “Oh yeah!” I replied. 
“He was so cute!”

Still holding the costume, she gave me a disapproving look. I started to think maybe I ‘d 
overdone it a bit in the false enthusiasm department.

“What?” I said. 
“That was the year you told the kids that Snickers candy bars make people cross-eyed.” 
“I was only joking,” I protested weakly.
She just looked at me. 
This is what I get for relying on magazine articles for marital help when what is clearly 

needed is professional therapy—or possibly I could save myself some money by just intention-
ally puncturing my eardrums.  

“Okay,” I admitted. “But they wouldn’t share.” 
“So you scammed them out of all their Snickers bars.”
“All they’d give me is those horrid little candy dot on paper things. There they were sorting 

through piles and piles of candy. The greedy little monsters. It wasn’t fair. ”
“Maybe if you’d gone out with them they’d have been a little more generous.”
“Hey, somebody had to stay home and hand out goodies to all the dear little ones in the 

neighborhood and protect our property against their vandalism sprees when they decide they 
don’t like candy canes.”

“First of all, you didn’t hand out any candy canes because as soon as we were gone you 
turned out all the lights and pretended nobody was home. Secondly, there was plenty of candy. 
The only reason you were going to hand out old Christmas candy canes was because you were 
hoarding all the peanut butter cups for yourself.”

“They were perfectly good candy canes.  I wasn’t sure they’d last until Christmas and I didn’t 
want them to go to waste.”

“Oh  please.”
“You know,” I said, “if you hold a Snickers bar up at the end of your nose for like maybe a 

month I bet you really could go cross-eyed.”
“Someday, if you live that long, our boys are going to be pushing your decrepit old self 

across a busy intersection in your wheelchair and a big bus is going to come speeding along. 
And you know what the last thing is you’re going to hear?”

“Ah…’Look out, Dad!  Mom hijacked a bus!’?” 
It appears I’ll be spending this Halloween as a homeless person.

Jim Hallas

We’ve made it!
After months of door-knocking, marathon 

phone call sessions, and various meet-and-
greets, Election Day has finally arrived. I’m 
sure next Tuesday will be an anxious day for 
many – not just for the candidates but their 
supporters as well.

And, as you’ll see on the ensuing pages, 
they have many, many supporters. I don’t 
have an exact count of letters to the editor in 
this week’s Rivereast, but I know it’s more 
than 150. This week was also the “no nega-
tive letters” week, and I’m pleased to say you 
all cooperated – although I admit a few of the 
letters I needed to massage a little bit to make 
sure they met that standard. But still, letter-
writers were by and large able to stay away 
from the personal attacks, and given how ugly 
some of the campaigns had gotten this year, I 
liked seeing that. 

Speaking of the attacks and the negativity: 
I typically shy away from political endorse-
ments, but as you head to the polls next Tues-
day, I’d ask you to remember those who stayed 
above the fray. Those whose campaigns were 
heavier on ideas for the future than attacks on 
their opponent. Those who remained focused 
on local issues, instead of trying to weave in 
national controversies. 

As I wrote last week, I think Connecticut – 
and particularly our towns – should be better 

than the nastiness we’ve seen on the national 
political stage lately. And frankly, regardless 
of the political affiliation of the folks behind 
it, I’d hate to see it rewarded at the polls next 
Tuesday.

* * *
Speaking of Election Day and all the letters 

you’re about to see: Colchester First Select-
man Mary Bylone’s letter really stood out to 
me. As this is the last week before Election 
Day, most of the candidates – incumbents and 
challengers alike – are using their one allotted 
letter to this week to make one last push; one 
last attempt to swing voters over to their side. 

But Mary didn’t use her letter to do any 
last-minute campaigning. Instead, she wrote a 
very touching piece about the two teens killed 
in that awful car accident last Friday, and the 
impact terrible incidents like this can have.

I was, quite frankly, impressed. I certainly 
wouldn’t blame Mary for using this last issue 
before Election Day to make one last push. I 
mean, I’d have likely done it if I were in her 
shoes. But she didn’t write one word about 
her campaign. Instead, it was about a tragedy 
that is affecting so, so many. 

It was a classy move, and I was impressed.
* * *

See you next week – and don’t forget to 
vote!  

Pressing Issues
Dear Editor:

In a recent poll presented by the Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens, (AMAC) the following were the 
most pressing issues concerning Americans.

1. Restoring integrity to our elections. The future of 
our representative republic rests on free and fair elec-
tions.

2. The flood of illegal immigrants crossing into the 
United States at the southern border and the subse-
quent relocation at night of illegal immigrants to cities 
throughout America is an issue that must be addressed 
immediately.

3. Inflation and the supply chain crisis are crushing 
American families particularly seniors. Incompetent 
economic decisions made by the Biden Administration 
are devaluing the dollar and will lead to the destruction 
of the middle class.

4. Critical Race Theory (CRT) and its indoctrination 
of our children in our school systems is another issue 
facing America today. If ignored, our future is at seri-
ous risk.

5. Attacks on our right to keep and bear arms. The 
Second Amendment to the Constitution was specifically 
written to protect the people against tyranny.

6. Violence, lawlessness and the degradation of police 

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum •

and other members of law enforcement needs to be ad-
dressed.

7. Mask mandates, vaccine mandates, government in-
trusion in our personal bank accounts, and free speech 
censorship of everyday Americans are the antithesis of a 
free nation and must be stopped.

President Joe Biden has been struggling to pass his 
radical socialist agenda and all he has to show for his 
first year in office is failure and incompetence – stay 
tuned!

Respectively submitted,
Bob DeMarchi – East Hampton
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860-930-2222

YOUR STORY IS OUR STORY TOO!
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Curley for First Selectperson
To the Editor:

Being relatively new to Portland – some 14 years – 
and also a senior citizen, I don’t have a lot of experiences 
in Portland. One thing I have learned from going to Town 
Hall and town meetings is that Ryan Curley is friendly, 
personable, helpful and a good listener. 

On numerous visits to the Town Hall clerk’s office for 
various things over the years like a fishing license, notary 
service and so forth, Ryan’s desk is in front of an open 
door visible to all who enter his department. He greets 
you with a smile – the only official I have encountered to 
respond to a conversation with a positive response, not 
an excuse as to why they cannot do this or that or make a 
promise to address something and never address it. 

I know Ryan is the best person for first selectman and 
hope all my fellow voters reflect on my thoughts and 
compare them to their experiences and make their choice 
accordingly.

Sincerely,
Chris Martin – Portland

Vote Yes on Question No. 4
To the Editor:

Our comments are in response to the letter that ap-
peared in the Rivereast News Bulletin on Oct. 8 regard-
ing Charter Revision Ballot Question No. 4.

The author believes the proposed, fixed percentage 
amount of 2% of the town operations budget (budget), 
pertaining to special and emergency appropriations, is 
too high and misleading to assume such change is the 
result of inflation. The 2% threshold was chosen by the 
bipartisan Charter Revision Commission (CRC) not only 
to address inflation, but also to address the overall higher 
cost of doing business, and the more likely higher cost 
of doing business during a period of a declared emer-
gency. One only has to look at how the prices today for 
construction, materials and services, labor and fuel have 
increased dramatically over the current annual inflation 
rate, to understand that using inflation figures alone do 
not accurately allow for reasonable projections of fu-
ture costs. Shortages of material, interruption of supply 
chains and other economic drivers have caused the cost 
of doing business to far exceed that of inflation alone.

Voting ‘yes’ on Question No. 4 will allow the Board 
of Finance to be more flexible and responsive, in the uti-
lization of contingency funds, to unexpected expenses 
or opportunities throughout the year, without having to 
go to a town meeting for approval. Contingency funds 
are already included in the voter-approved budget. Two 
percent (2%) of the budget or $103,000 this year, is simi-
lar to the amount of contingency funds budgeted for in 
recent history.

Voting ‘yes’ on Question No. 4 will also allow for the 
proposed charter to remain relevant for years to come, 
as changing from a fixed dollar limit to a percentage of 
the budget for special or emergency appropriations, will 
preclude the need for future changes to the Charter due 
to inflation or other unforeseen issues. Our vote is a re-
sounding ‘yes’ on Question No. 4!

Robert Ragusa, 2020-2021 CRC Chair
on behalf of the former

Marlborough CRC members:
Joseph Blanco, Louise Concodello,

Evelyn Godbout, Sarah McGuire, David Porteous,
Julie Revaz (Vice Chair), Judy Kelly, Mary Quirk

Interesting and Critical Times 
To the Editor:

These are interesting and critical times. To ensure 
that the Town of Hebron remains a desirable community 
for all, embraces diversity, and adapts to meet emerging 
needs, it is critical to plan for the future. As a profes-
sional certified planner, I am eager to be at the front line 
of that planning. 

Please vote Dave Sousa for Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Thank you! 

Dave Sousa – Hebron

Thank You, Hebron Dems 
To the Editor:

As we wrap up this election season, I want to send a 
heartfelt thank you to Hebron’s Democratic candidates. 
From day one, this group of highly qualified and dedicat-
ed people came together with the goal of making a dif-
ference while serving all people in Hebron. While they 
express their love for our town, they realize that prog-
ress and moving forward is of the utmost importance. 
These candidates have spent two months getting up early 
on Saturday mornings to wave at the Transfer Station. 
These candidates organized and attended a rally for 
women’s rights. They have walked miles knocking doors 
listening to concerns and ideas from all of you. They at-
tended weekly candidate meetings to discuss topics that 
are important to the people of Hebron. They attended 
meetings for their prospective boards. They have stood 
in the center of town to wave to cars. They sponsored a 
free, fun family activity area during Harvest Moon Fes-
tival and attended the annual Breast Cancer Awareness 
football game at RHAM. They have all been a part of 
this team whose strength lies in unity and community. 

On Nov. 2, please remember these candidates who 
have had the hard conversations, who have asked the im-
portant questions and who have put the work in. Most 
importantly, please remember that these are the candi-
dates who believe in science. They have never wavered 
on this topic. They are the candidates committed to keep-
ing our children safe, supporting women in leadership 
roles and beyond, and who value education, equity, and 
inclusion. If these are the values that are important to 
you, then join me in voting for Tiffany Thiele, Heather 

Supports Sousa
To the Editor:

I support David Sousa for Planning and Zoning! How 
fortunate the citizens of Hebron are to have a candidate 
with such excellent qualifications for this board. David 
is a certified urban planner and a landscape architect li-
censed by the State of Connecticut. He has 42 years of 
experience in community development. David has vol-
unteered in many ways for the Town of Hebron. We are 
both members of the Hebron Coalition for Diversity and 
Equity and I find David to be knowledgeable, reliable 
and a pleasure to work with. 

David Sousa cares deeply about the town of Hebron 
and will work diligently to apply his knowledge and 
skills to improve our town center and protect Hebron’s 
natural resources. David Sousa has my vote for Planning 
and Zoning.

Sue Smallidge – Hebron 

Great Candidates
To the Editor:

I am so excited about the great candidates the Demo-
cratic Town Committee recruited this year! Each candi-
date has unique skills which will add to the boards they 
are joining and have demonstrated a true commitment to 
our community. 

Most importantly, I am proud that our entire slate 
believes strongly in following the science to keep our 
kids safely in school and our community. At a time 
when town boards are under attack for taking measures 
to protect citizens, it is refreshing that these candidates 
understand that following the science is how we will pull 
through this pandemic.

I am proud to vote for this slate on Nov. 2 and hope 
that my fellow residents will join me.

Amy D’Amaddio – Amston

Endorsing Jim Tripp
To the Editor:

Please vote for Jim Tripp to lead our Town of Port-
land as first selectman! My family has known Jim and 
his family for over a dozen years. Jim and his better half, 
Liz, have created a caring family home for their two girls 
and black lab Bailey! They chose Portland over 20 years 
ago, just like we did, when they were looking for a town 
to put down their Connecticut roots even deeper.

Jim and Liz are engaged and loving parents, that 
often volunteer at school and athletic events for their 
kid’s schools. Like many of us, they juggle jobs, school 
events, and family life. However, Jim also took on lead-
ership roles in the Brownstone Quorum and Lions Club 
that directly benefit our community. While doing this, 
Jim volunteered in 2015 and won a seat on the BOE, and 
then to the BOS in 2017 and 2019. He is current on our 
town’s most pressing issues, has been in the trenches, 
and is ready to work tirelessly on them for his home-
town.

His degree as a mechanical engineer has trained him 
to be a creative problem solver and to not rely on the 
way things have been done before. Jim has managed en-
gineering teams where he needs to listen to all sides, vet 
the best ideas, before leading his team together to solve 
his client’s issues.

Jim is eager to bring all of these skills to the table as 
your full-time, public servant. Jim is prepared to take this 
next step for our community, and help to make Portland 
an even better place to live and raise a family in. Please 
join me in voting for Jim Tripp on Nov 2!

Bob Herron – Portland

Shame on You!
To the Editor:

To all the people who reveled in the rally in Plainfield 
on Saturday, Oct. 23, culminating in the appearance of 
QAnon conspiracy theorist Marjorie Taylor Greene – 
whether you were there or just wished you were:

Shame on you!
You have brought what passes for public discourse on 

matters of interest at all levels of government to a new 
low. You have your right of free speech, but one would 
expect the exercise of that precious right to be more ma-
ture and less infantile than this. What would the Found-
ers think of this sort of language in the public square in 
revolutionary times?

You are obviously embarrassed by your language 
when you disguise it with hashtags, other symbols of 
similar import, and the most ludicrous of all: “Let’s Go 
Brandon.”

If you are afraid to display it unadorned so that the 
world can see how impolite, crass and vulgar you are, 
then you are nothing more than a coward.

You should be ashamed of yourselves.
This type of language was never tolerated in the 

Supports McLennan
To the Editor:

Bridget McLennan has my support for East Hampton 
Board of Finance.

She previously served on the BOF and was able to 
effectively work across the aisle by negotiating and find-
ing common ground to get things done. That is the type 
of leadership we need working for our residents. Bridget 
also understands that how our tax dollars are spent im-
pacts impact all of us.

As in the past, Bridget will work hard for East Hamp-
ton residents.

Jay Owens – East Hampton
Focused on the Future

Dear Marlborough Voters:
What is so exciting about the Marlborough Demo-

cratic slate of municipal candidates?
After the “Meet and Greet” last Wednesday at the 

Chateau Le Gari winery in Marlborough, it is evident 
that as a group, they embody experience, skills, educa-
tion, enthusiasm and a genuine desire to serve Marlbor-
ough. Many are new faces such as BOF candidates Rob 
Mirabal, Bursar at Wesleyan University, Annie Majocha 
Steinbrecher, MBA finance and business, Jack Fidler, 
young and vibrant future of Marlborough with a physi-
cal therapist doctorate.

And there are the new faces of BOE candidates: An-
gela Colantonio, pediatric nurse, Anna Holden, focused 
and compassionate, former teacher and mother. 

In addition there are the extraordinary Zoning Com-
mission candidates: Jillian LaCaresse, highly experi-
enced and optimistic, Cheryl Morgan, ready to invest 
time and expertise, Dianne Dunn, community develop-
ment experience, Erick Stomberg, engineering and in-
frastructure expert. The list goes on with the Planning 
Commission candidates; Beth Landers Morris, environ-
mental management expertise, Jason Cooper, expertise 
in creative problem solving. Plus the Zoning Board of 
Appeals candidates include; Jason Close, experience 
with construction and codes, Erica Gorman, microsoft 
customer success, Bill Lardi, 40 years’ experience with 

Currently, I am a territory sales manager for an adaptive 
equipment and assistive technology company; bringing 
creative solutions and progressive problem solving to 
those with functional disabilities. I have dedicated my-
self in my career to helping others, and I will use that 
same drive to help serve our community. 

I am running for this seat to be a representative for 
young professionals, couples and families in town. I 
want to sustain and grow all of the attractive features that 
brought my wife and me to Marlborough. I know that a 
balanced budget that also promotes growth and develop-
ment, while maintaining Marlborough’s key features and 
charm, is vital in supporting our beautiful town. I look 
forward to the opportunity to serve our town and ask for 
your vote this Election Day. 

Thanks,
Jack Fidler – Marlborough

Petit, Nicole Matthews, Maura Curran Baker, Clau-
dia Riley, Heather Summerer, Amy Dunnels, Malcolm 
Leichter, Eric Lindquist, Dave Sousa and Carla Pompro-
wicz.

Sincerely,
Erin Bussiere – Hebron 

home, the schoolyard, the church, or the marketplace of 
civilized ideas before, so what makes it right to do so 
now?

Something – or someone – has empowered you to 
think that’s OK to shriek, wear and otherwise approve 
the most foul language that I was always taught one 
could ever direct at another person, and now you do so 
with pride, and the expectation that you will never be 
called out for it.

Well, I’m calling you out.
Your descent into the sewer of this sort of language is 

inexcusable in what is supposed to be an intelligent, civi-
lized country and society. By stooping to this disgraceful 
level, you show that you are neither.

You sho uld have your collective mouths washed out 
with soap.

Shame, shame on you!
Kevin Connors – Hebron

construction and codes. 
The Marlborough Democratic endorsed list also in-

cludes many who have already made their dedication to 
Marlborough clear through many years of service: BOE 
RHAM candidates Jean Wilson and Dr. Judy Benson-
Clarke, Planning candidate Rita McGary, Zoning Board 
of Appeals candidate Matt Wilson, current BOE chair, 
Wes Skorski and finally Assessment Board of Appeals, 
Koreen Ryan, well-known in Marlborough real estate.

Thanks to all these incredible candidates who have 
stepped up to offer their experience, skills, expertise, 
time, energy and optimism for the future of Marlbor-
ough. “Focus on the Future.” Vote Democratic line A on 
Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Dianne Dunn Greco, Chair 

Marlborough Democratic Town Committee 
Note: Greco added she’s speaking on behalf of the 

Marlborough Democratic Town Committee.

East Hampton Voters
To the Editor:

There is a distinct difference between the Democratic 
candidates seeking reelection to the Town Council – Pete 
Brown, Derek Johnson, Dean Markham, Barbara Moore, 
Kevin Reich – and their Republican opponents; they are 
running on a record of outstanding accomplishment dur-
ing the past two years and offer a strong platform out-
lining what they support and will work towards when 
re-elected. In addition, quality candidates for Board or 
Finance, Education, Assessment Appeals and Zoning 
Board of Appeals, join this ticket prepared to address our 
future with vast experience and dedication to public ser-
vice. The council has already begun the work on one of 
our most important needs – public water. This is a multi-
dimensional undertaking includes not only the overall 
plan and design, but assessing available water sources, 
and obtaining grant funding to mitigate the direct cost 
to you. When others talk about revitalizing our Village 
Center, we are already seeking qualified developers to 
present plans to rehabilitate the old mills on Summit and 
Watrous streets, public water an essential component of 
any proposal.

Recently some of the Republican candidates have 

See Letters, page 6

Save the date and come
see me at the third outdoor

Vendors Day
at Hops on the Hill!

Saturday, Nov. 6th 11am-4pm

(Rain Date: Sunday, Nov. 7th)

Come shop small & local
for the holidays with

over 50+ local vendors!

Hops on the Hill
275 Dug Road

South Glastonbury

It’S that 
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Columbia Glass, Inc.
Serving Eastern CT Since 1953

Insulated Glass, Screens, Mirror, Entryways, 
Tabletops, Tempered, Plexi, Lexan & more! 

(860) 228-8485
127 Route 66 E, Columbia M-F 8-5 Sat 8-12

www.columbiaglassct.com CT Lic.# 0519877

Get Quackin’!
We fix fogged and broken 

double pane windows FAST!
Ask about our

glass deck railings, too –
you’ll love the view!
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Transition Without Stress
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

• Fall Clean Up
• Curbside Pick-up
• Gutter Cleaning

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design

CALL For SCheDULinG
Large Boulders? We can break 

them into usable wall stone!

Mirabal for Marlborough
To the Editor:

I enthusiastically endorse Rob Mirabal as a uniquely 
qualified candidate for Marlborough’s Board of Finance. 
Rob moved to Marlborough in 2018 and quickly became 
an asset to the town. He became a head coach with the 
Marlborough Youth Athletic League and is a founding 
and current member of the Marlborough Greater Togeth-
er Community Fund Advisory Committee. His impres-
sive education and professional experience have focused 
on economics, finance and education.

Politics has nothing to do with Rob’s candidacy: he is 
simply a high energy person who cares about our town 
and wants to contribute to our community. We are in-
credibly fortunate that such a qualified person is willing 
to serve. Please take advantage of this opportunity and 
vote for Rob Mirabal

for the Board of Finance on Nov. 2.
Sincerely,

Betty O’Brien – Marlborough 

Bonaccorso for BOF 
To the Editor:

As you head to the polls on Tuesday, Russell Bonac-
corso should be your pick for Board of Finance. Russell 
is an experienced leader and is tenured in fiscal respon-
sibility. Russell understands that taxes aren’t his money, 
it’s not the government’s money – it’s your hard-earned 
money. He supports transparent spending and believes 
you should know how your money is spent. 

Vote for Russell and all the other Row B candidates 
this coming Tuesday! Your vote counts! 

Michael Dzagan – East Hampton

Elections Have Consequences
To the Editor:

Get on your feet and head to the polls on Nov. 2nd! 
Elections have consequences, as we are quickly learning 
every day! Don’t let this happen in our town by sitting 
back and making the assumption that your vote won’t 
count, it does! We need checks and balances to ensure 
that we don’t settle for the same ole, same ole! 

Voter turnout is typically low for municipal elec-
tions. Why? Because we sit home! So it is up to you, 
East Hampton, to do your part to get on your feet and 
walk in and cast your vote for Row ‘B’! And how about 
asking your neighbor if they need a ride or at the very 
least remind them to vote! Voting is a right and privilege 
…. use it!

Deborah Cunningham – East Hampton
Candidate, Board of Assessment Appeals

True Character
To the Editor:

Although I have worked besides April Graves and 
Kim Nagy-Maruschock on community events for years, 
I have recently gotten to know their true character. They 
are mothers to smart, well-round children; fierce advo-
cates for justice and fairness; and dedicated to accom-
plishing great things in our town. As we walked on the 
campaign trail with my husband Ralph, they listened to 
what our Portland neighbors have to say to learn what 
the important issues are to you. Aside from their excel-
lent bios, they want to understand and represent us with 
transparency and fairness. I’m proud to call them my 
friends. 

Please join me to vote for April Graves - BOS; Kim 
Nagy-Maruschock - BOE along with Ralph Zampano 
-BOS and Row A on Nov. 2. Thank you.

Bernice Zampano – Portland

Voting for Feegel
To the Editor:

I will be casting my vote for Tim Feegel once again!
It’s good to see one of the younger residents of our 

community stepping up. Tim Feegel has been a resident 
of East Hampton his entire life and has an idea what 
the needs of the town are. For instance, we will be re-
ceiving a grant from American Rescue Plan money – 
$3,788,167.51 for the general good of the town. There 
are a lot of people chomping at the bit with a lot of ideas 
on how to spend it. Tim sits on the committee that will 
watch over this process. I feel confident that with Tim 
on the committee the dollars will be spent with wisely 
and carefully.

Bill McCann – Middle Haddam

postulated how the American Rescue Plan grant should 
be spent. For example, some want to pay down pub-
lic debt. Maybe if they had studied the Act more, they 
would know that such use is absolutely prohibited. Oth-
ers talked about the one-time grant. That is wrong as 
well. The town received its first $1.894 million traunch 
this past July with a second equal amount due July 2022. 
Our Democratic officials will not be frivilous, but will 
carefully study the needs of the community and how 
spending it fits the federal guidelines. We will identify 
the “Best Uses for Long-Term Recovery” and, will not 
create future budget deficits from what we do spend 
those funds towards.

Dean Markham – East Hampton
Note: Markham is vice chairman of the East Hampton 

Town Council, but is writing as an individual.

Peddling Fear and Contradiction
To the Editor:

Sam Prentice and his accomplices represent the 25 
percent of Americans who peddle fear and contradiction 
on every course of action. From health care, taxes and 
economics, to climate change, voting rights, race, gen-
der and religion. Their response to every policy decision 
conflates half-baked conspiracy theories with totalitari-
anism. They exemplify an illusion of knowledge that is 
misinformed and contradictory. This includes their ab-
surd notions surrounding masking and vaccines, which 
distort personal freedoms with personal responsibility. 
They insist vaccine mandates violate their free choice; 
despite the fact Americans are routinely required and en-
couraged to be inoculated with a dozen vaccines from 
influenza to measles, HPV, hepatitis and shingles.

Nonetheless, they alleged the FDA hadn’t approved 
COVID-19 vaccines. However, the FDA hasn’t approved 
alcohol either, but they don’t oppose that. They claim 
they don’t know what ingredients are in the vaccine. I 
bet they don’t know what’s in their toothpaste either. The 

Supports Steinbrecher 
To the Editor:

The Town of Marlborough Board of Finance would be 
lucky to have someone with Annie Steinbrecher’s high 
credentials of having a Master of Business Administra-
tion with a concentration in finance and a Bachelor of 
Science, mathematics. Annie is an experienced analyst, 
knowledgeable in human resources, environmental ser-
vices, rates and economic, load forecasting projects, 
and budgets. Annie has worked with the accounting and 
purchasing departments and directly with the banks to 
pay vendors via EFT payments and purchase orders. She 
forecasted annual benefit budgets using actuary valua-
tions and investigated and reported monthly and quarter-
ly variances. She paid retiree billing through Voluntary 
Employees’ Beneficiary Association (VEBA) trust funds 
and worked with Treasury to ensure proper reserves for 
retiree benefits payments.

As someone who has worked in municipal finance for 
15 years, I can attest that Annie’s skill and knowledge 
would be an asset to the Town of Marlborough’s Board 
of Finance. Not only is Annie highly qualified for this 
position she also has a strong presence in our commu-
nity, she and her husband have volunteered at Cub and 
Boy Scouts of America for the last 14 years. Annie rises 
to any challenge no matter how big and she also has su-
perhuman energy!

Annie for Finance!
Andrea Caldwell – Marlborough

Lead with Integrity
To the Editor:

I decided to run for the BOE because I believe I have 
something to offer and I am eager to serve. I think it’s im-
portant to demonstrate student academic achievements 
with positive test scores, but I don’t think standardized 
tests and academic performance are the only measures of 
success in our schools. I am most proud of my children’s 
development as honest, hardworking people of character. 
They are kind and compassionate young adults and they 
honored commitments whether or not they succeeded in 
each endeavor. 

My background as an occupational therapist guides 
me to honor the whole person and focus on activities that 
are purposeful and meaningful to each individual. Stu-
dents should have opportunities to succeed academically 
as well as socially, knowing that every student is unique 
and will develop interests that may differ from a college 
preparatory track. It is vital for our schools to prepare all 
students for the challenges they will face in college or 
the working world. I am a first-time candidate and this is 
my first experience campaigning. I have done my best to 
be my authentic self. 

I am proud to be part of a slate of highly qualified 
candidates who lead with integrity. I believe our team 

Announcing My Candidacy
To the Editor:

Since moving to town in 1974 I have been fortunate 
to make many friends in East Hampton. To the friends 
that know me, and to the folks I do not know yet, I would 
like to introduce myself, and announce my candidacy for 
the East Hampton Board of Education. Service to others 
comes naturally to me as I have been through my church 
for 30 years. My commitment to service is why I am run-
ning for the Board of Education.

Safety, security, and top quality education without 
distraction are my main concerns. If a teacher or stu-
dent has issues, I would encourage the superintendent 
to resolve the problem without embarrassing either. I 
will seek to find areas within the budget that are used 
to provide funding for other areas and ask how long this 
has been going on. The board is not a rubber stamp to 
whatever budgets are presented. 

As an engineer at Electric Boat I understand the qual-

Bylone Deserves Your Vote
Dear Colchester Residents:

On Nov. 2, First Selectman Mary Bylone deserves 
your vote. I’m proud to serve on a team that focuses 
on the issues important to Colchester. We’ve listened to 
your thoughts and concerns at your doors. This team is 
about leadership, experience, communication, integrity, 
facts and fiscal responsibility.

Working under the leadership of First Selectman 
Mary Bylone, we have moved Colchester forward de-
spite a raging pandemic and two major hurricanes. Mary 
led us through by making tough decisions based on facts 
and providing incredible daily communications.

What’s happened in the past two years? Colchester 
has seen the addition of two firefighter/EMT positions 
and replacement of our fire apparatus – improving our 
public safety. We’ve seen economic development – 80 
new businesses since January and incredible support for 
businesses during COVID-19. We’ve increased our open 
space by purchasing property that will add to our green-
ways and passive recreation. With ARPA money, since 
the funding for these projects was removed from Mary’s 
proposed budget, we’ll be fixing the basketball court, be-
gin irrigating the fields, adding playground equipment, 
fixing the youth services and RecPlex pavilion roofs 
and proposing so much more for the RecPlex. The new 
senior center building project will go to referendum on 
Nov. 16. The grant-funded Town Green improvement 
project is underway.

Vote for Fidler
To the Editor:

I only recently met Jack Fidler but was instantly im-
pressed by his approachability and intelligence. You can 
just tell he means business. He and his wife have only 
been here a couple of years, but he is already jumping in 
to help improve our community. I think it’s great to have 
younger candidates, like Jack, with the optimism and 
wealth of fresh perspectives they bring to town boards. 
Of course, he is also very educated (he holds a doctorate 
of physical therapy) and has plenty of experience (he’s 
worked as a physical therapist, and more recently as a 
sales manager for an adaptive equipment and assistive 
technology company).

I’ll be voting for Jack and looking forward to his posi-
tive impact in town.

Anna Holden – Marlborough

Vote Row A
To the Editor:

As a hard-working, union family man, I am proud to 
be endorsed by the Eastern CT Area Labor Federation, 
AFL-CIO for the position of Board of Education in the 
town of East Hampton. As a Democrat, I’m proud of our 
track record of service to the town, and commitment to 
our children’s education. Just in the last two years with 
Democrat majorities on town boards the town has:

- restored most of the educational funding that the 
previous administration had cut, including Chrome-
books and technology that proved indispensable during 
the pandemic;

- taken action to clean the lake once and for all;
- have begun the process and taken action to remove 

blight, and attract new businesses to the village center;
- added a position to Parks and Rec that expand ser-

vice for youth and adults in town;
- added a librarian which is crucial both for our youth, 

and for individuals as they look to get back to work;
- have taken initial actions to bring a water supply for 

residents with issues currently, and to attract new busi-
nesses to town. 

All this and more was achieved with lower year by 
year tax increases than in previous years and maintaining 
a healthy rainy day fund for the town. Vote row “A” to 
keep East Hampton moving forward!

Paul Wisniewski
Candidate for East Hampton Board of Education

Behind Bates
To the Editor:

I am supporting Deborah Bates for the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen on Nov. 2, and I am asking fellow 
voters to do the same.

Deborah has proven her leadership skills through 
her work and volunteer activities. She has owned her 
own successful business. Her volunteer experience in-
cludes the Collaborative for Colchester’s Children and 
as a team leader for the American Cancer Society. She 
is committed to her responsibilities and accomplishing 
results. Deborah will bring integrity and dedication to 
the position. She believes in our Town and in Colches-
ter’s future.

Please join me in supporting Deborah. 
Sincerely,

Julianna Cameron – Colchester

truth is the vaccine mandates are being put into place 
because of those who refuse to follow the guidance. Not 
unlike smoking and dozens of other societal mandates, 
the right to abandon personal responsibility does not 
supersede the wellbeing of others. They have a right to 
smoke; they simply don’t have the privilege to do so in 
a workplace environment, on a plane, or in a restaurant 
where their choice places others in harm’s way.

This group gets their information from Fox News, 
Facebook, and Trumpublican sycophants. The same 
anti-government seditionists committed to overthrowing 
the government on Jan 6.

Therefore, it’s no surprise the easily swayed are now 
disorientated between the anti-government clatter of 
tyrannical mandates, infringements on their personal 
freedoms and the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines. 
Oddly enough, these unsuspecting shills have failed to 
notice that everyone at Fox News, Facebook, the Re-
publican leadership, and even Trump himself, have been 
vaccinated.

Joe Stevens – Hebron

has remained focused on the issues impacting Portland 
and the experience and qualifications of our candidates. 
I don’t believe in name calling and personal attacks as 
a way to prove a point so I was saddened to see others 
using this approach to gain support. Diversity of ideas, 
open-mindedness, and collaboration will be what allows 
Portland to move forward. Isn’t this what we ultimately 
try to instill in our youth? We may not always agree, but 
mutual respect and acceptance of differing opinions will 
always be the better choice. Please vote!

Sincerely,
Stacey Benham

Candidate for Portland Board of Education

These are only a few of the accomplishments of the 
past two years; there’s so much more to do. The Demo-
cratic team led by Mary Bylone is about public service, 
doing what’s right for Colchester based on facts, being 
fiscally responsible and getting things done.

On Nov. 2nd, I ask for your vote for Mary Bylone and 
the Democratic team on Row A. It would be our honor 
to serve you.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester Board of 
Selectmen, but said she is speaking as an individual.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.

R
E

6-
26

-2
0

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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WHEN YOU HAVE TO DEAL WITH TOOTH PAIN
 Toothaches can seemingly come out of nowhere, which may mean it will be hours until 
you can get in to see your dentist. Without some kind of care, and especially when they 
hit you at night, toothaches can make sleep impossible and leave you facing a long night 
of pain and discomfort. However, there are a few solutions that may help you sleep and 
make the time pass easier. Over-the-counter pain medications such as acetaminophen 
and ibuprofen can be very effective. Rinsing your mouth with salt water and elevating your 
head with an extra pillow or two can help reduce swelling. Be sure to call your dentist first 
thing in the morning even if the pain has subsided. 
 When pain interferes with the enjoyment of your life, making it impossible to sleep, 
talk, yawn, chew, and perform other simple daily acts of living, you don’t need to just 
accept it as the norm. Turn instead to our office for a treatment plan for a pain-free future. 
Learn why others in our community make us the go-to place for comprehensive family 
dental care. We are committed to delivering the most current state-of-the-art care in a 
relaxed, friendly environment.
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Homegrown Leadership
To the Editor:

Gabe Marques and Joey Colletti were both born and 
raised in Hebron, and are now hoping to take on a new 
leadership endeavor on the RHAM Board of Education. 
Interestingly enough, I met both of them as students 
when they attended RHAM High School. Their perspec-
tives are from the viewpoint of invested citizens that 
value family, education and community. 

Both gentlemen enjoyed and benefited from their 
educational experiences in the Hebron school system. 
Joey wants to be sure his children have the same qual-
ity education that he did in this critical time in society 
that is changing so quickly. These candidates place great 
merit on family choice, not government intervention. 
They have benefitted themselves from being involved in 
extracurricular activities, clubs, and sports and see that 
youth gain experience and life lessons from these critical 
programs. Our homegrown leaders, like Gabe and Joey, 
want to keep career readiness classes like the Manufac-
turing Pipeline Initiative, and enjoyable electives in mu-
sic, physical education, and art. They believe these class-
es, in addition to core academics, build a well-rounded 
student, ready to work hard, be successful, and have a 
strong sense of self in the world after RHAM. 

Consider these quality candidates when voting for 
RHAM Board of Education on November 2nd. I found 
it helpful to access the ballot ahead of time and educate 
myself on candidates for all positions using this website: 
tinyurl.com/4xzvhmwe.

Sincerely, 
Kim Hills – Hebron 

Clarifications
To the Editor:

Good day Hebron voters. My letter is two-part; first, 
to recognize the event held in town on Saturday. Perfect 
weather and a wonderful time. Thank you, Town Center 
Project people.

I would also like to state some clarifications to the 
article in last week’s paper. Yes, we appointed a Repub-
lican to replace a Republican who stepped down due to 
work. Only in extreme cases has this process not been 
followed. Unlike what the paper attempted to convey, 
there were other considerations that I weighed. If the 
reporter reached out to me, I would have clarified. Dur-
ing the interview, it came out that Mr. Heinan, a college 
professor, was one of the teachers for our current su-
perintendent. My fear was – any perceived collusion or 
conflicts of interest, whether real or imagined, should be 
avoided. The potential of internal friction on the board 
was too great. 

The article also mentions all of the residents that 
reached out. The letters were from DTC members.

 We have a solid, stable, well-run town. This is due 
to great town staff and dedicated elected people serv-
ing on our boards and commissions. Republicans, both 
those running for re-election and those running for the 
first time, are willing to continue to serve our community 
and keep our town the stable, forward moving town that 
other communities look up to. The Republican leader-
ship in town is working for Hebron, and it shows. 

Support Plourde
To the Editor:

It is my pleasure to write in support of Jeff Plourde’s 
candidacy as an incumbent on the Marlborough Board 
of Finance (BOF). Jeff, his wife, and daughter moved to 
Marlborough in 2017 and settled in our neighborhood 
and for Jeff, this was a homecoming, having grown up 
here. In the past four years, I have come to know Jeff as 
an honest, hard-working family man who not only cares 
about his hometown but seeks to give back to our town 
so that others have the chance to enjoy the Marlborough 
that he grew up in and where he has chosen to raise his 
family.

An incumbent, Jeff has served as a BOF alternate, is 
well-prepared for each meeting and contributes produc-
tively. Moreover, his experience as an accountant serves 
him and our town well. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
communications, master’s degree in accounting and has 
been employed by the State of Connecticut for 14 years 
where he was a revenue examiner in the Department of 
Revenue Services and currently is a utilities examiner for 
the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority. Undeniably, 
Jeff’s accounting background will continue to serve him 
well on the BOF and benefit Marlborough, in the long 
run.

Our schools represent the largest component of the 
town budget and Jeff knows the importance of having 
schools of the highest quality – his wife is a teacher, and 
his daughter attends the very same schools Jeff did as a 
child. Among the reasons families move to Marlborough 
is for the high-quality education and Jeff is committed to 
maintaining that quality while balancing the budgetary 
impact on us as residents of Marlborough.

Please join me in enthusiastically supporting Jeff 
Plourde’s re-election for the Marlborough Board of Fi-
nance.

Sincerely,
Rob Picone – Marlborough

Supports Philhower
To the Editor:

Please return Mark Philhower to Town Council. For 
over two decades working with Mark on various agen-
cies and committees, his overriding concern continues to 
be will the action be good for the Town of East Hampton 
and the future of East Hampton while getting maximum 
results for the money and effort expended. In addition to 
researching issues, he is a good listener and fearlessly 
expresses his opinion while trying to build consensus.

Sincerely,
Ray Zatorski – East Hampton

Note: Zatorski is chair of the East Hampton Planning 
and Zoning Commission, but is writing as an individual.

McLennan Has My Vote
To the Editor:

Bridget McLennan is my choice for Board of Finance.
She is an independent thinker and a smart woman. 

She has the experience to navigate our finances through 
troubled times.

Bridget has my vote and she deserves yours.
Sincerely,

Raymond Navarro – East Hampton

Hats Off to the Democrats
To the Editor:

Hats off and thank you to the East Hampton Demo-
cratic Town Committee. The Drive-Thru Luncheon for 
the Senior Center was a hit; the 90-plus people in atten-
dance were thrilled with your generosity and time. The 
weather was great and everyone was happy to get out on 
a beautiful day!

Thanks again for being there!
Jo Ann Ewing

Senior Services Coordinator
East Hampton Senior Center

ity of your child’s education matters. I believe that chil-
dren can still be what they want to be in this country. I 
want to ensure that our education provides a solid foun-
dation for their future.

Parental choice is key. I welcome the opportunity to 
work with you and your family to resolve your needs. I 
believe in real transparency and will be providing you, 
the citizens of East Hampton, lessons learned and am not 
afraid to buck the normal system and take the heat for it. 

Being conservative-minded is not popular as it is a 
focus of negativity to those on the left. Their cancel cul-
ture is similar to the bullies that demean people different 
from themselves. People like that put themselves instead 
of your children first. Please vote for me to hold them 
accountable.

Sal Nucifora – East Hampton

I ask you to again vote for the Republican team No-
vember 2nd.

Thank you, 
Daniel Larson – Hebron

Note: Larson is chairman of the Hebron Board of Se-
lectmen, but said he is writing as an individual.

Had Enough?
To the Editor:

Had enough? Vote Republican. Specifically, vote for 
Mike Buck for the BOE. He may not have all the an-
swers, but he is a man of solutions, integrity and he is 
what is badly needed facing the schools today. 

Vote Mike Buck, Row B.
Alison Walck – East Hampton

Endorsing Riley
To the Editor:

I am writing to endorse Claudia Riley for the RHAM 
Board of Education. I have known Claudia for 15 years. I 
know her to be an intelligent and compassionate woman 

Vote for Ralph Zampano
To the Editor:

Our dad, Ralph Zampano, has proven himself as a 
doer. He has consistently demonstrated the spirit of vol-
unteerism and true civic duty. He is always actively en-
gaged. He serves on many town committees, coordinates 
the K-2 Basketball program, and is a member of both the 
Exchange Club and the Lions Club. He rarely misses a 
meeting or an opportunity to roll up his sleeves to make 
something happen. He worked tirelessly on his own time 
to be sure the new park build was moving along appro-
priately, often reporting its progress publicly.

 However, our dad, Ralph is not done. He wants to 
continue to work on a sustainable, long term, reasonably 
priced solution for our water. He wants to continue to 
encourage and support Riverfront development for eco-
nomic growth. Our dad wants a better future for the next 
generation of Portland. Join us in voting for Ralph Zam-
pano Nov. 2. Thank you.

 Michael and AnnaRose Zampano – Portland 

My Priorities – Our Citizens!
To the Editor:

I think that it is very important for our next Town 
Council to continue to work together to develop pro-
grams and ideas that will ensure a thoughtful and cre-
ative direction for our future capital and town budgets. 
One of the first items on the new Town Council’s agenda 
will be the important consideration of our capital needs 
for 2022.

These priorities affect our citizens each and every 
day. It will be the duty of the elected officials to cre-

What Better Gift?
Marlborough Residents:

If you are still on the fence for your Nov. 2 ballot, con-
sider this. Two new candidates, Liz Giannelli and Kerri 
Barella, have school-aged students and are well-versed 
in education. What better gift can we give our district as 
we move forward in excellence? 

Vote for honest, challenging conversations and well-
balanced views in and out of the classroom! Vote Gi-
annelli and Barella!

Jen Barone – Marlborough

Walton for Zoning Board of Appeals
To the Editor:

In my letter to the editor two weeks ago I listed the 
important duties of the Zoning Board of Appeals. In 
the past I have been a volunteer or served on the Little 
League, Fire Department, Old Home Day, Board of Fi-
nance, Fire Commission, Middle Haddam Library, the 
ZBA and member of Rotary.

During my last 10 years of employment at Pratt & 
Whitney I was a quality engineer which involved review-
ing and enforcing quality requirements to procedures and 
blueprints. While aerospace and land use requirements 
are not the same, the method for reviewing town land use 
requirements is comparable. This experience serving my 
first five years on the ZBA made my transition less labo-
rious. This background enables me to move comfortably 
through the land regulations to better understand how the 
needs of the applicant and town can be best served.

I am asking for your support and vote in order to serve 
another five-year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Thank you,
Matthew Walton, Chairman 

Zoning Board of Appeals

Supports Shaun Manning
To the Editor:

Shaun Manning has spent the past years studying 
the infrastructure that the town of Portland desperately 
needs to keep current businesses moving forward and to 
bring new business into our town. I personally have been 
lucky enough to be able to sit with Shaun and listen to 
the ideas he has to make Portland a better place for its 
businesses and resident tax payers.

Portland needs fresh ideas and someone that will 
listen to the resident’s needs. It’s about Portland not 
politics. Shaun Manning, along with Ryan Curley and 
their running mates is exactly what the town of Portland 
needs. Please join me on Nov. 2 in supporting Shaun 
Manning.

who is dedicated to her family and her community. She 
is level-headed, tolerant, and willing to hear all sides of 
an issue. She is an active member of our community, 
having served as a member of the Hebron Schools PTA, 
the Hebron Center Nursery School, St. Peter’s Church, 
the Town Center Project, as well as volunteering with 
various sports organizations.

Claudia Riley is passionate in her belief that every 
child is deserving of a robust and enriched education. 
She is committed to working alongside other Board 
Members to best support our teachers and school ad-
ministrators. Claudia understands that there are many 
pathways to achieving academic success, and this should 
be reflected in our school’s diverse course offerings and 
programing. 

Claudia is interested in making science-based deci-
sions to ensure the safety of all students and faculty dur-
ing these challenging times.

Claudia is passionate about promoting mental health 
wellness in our community and our schools. She under-
stands that students learn best when they feel supported 
and safe in their environment. 

Without reservation, I enthusiastically endorse Clau-
dia Riley for the RHAM Board of Education.

Sue Thompson – Amston

ate a balance between spending and providing needs for 
the town. Every candidate has their own priorities and 
thoughtfully plan how to provide their knowledge and 
service to the town. Every taxpayer also has their priori-
ties, balancing the importance of each budget item that is 
presented for their approval vs. their means to support it.

I look forward to viewing the priorities for the town 
with fresh thoughts and continue to work as a team. I ap-
preciate the many opportunities that I have had to serve 
our town and look forward to continuing in this service 
to our citizens.

Respectfully,
Barbara Moore 

Candidate for East Hampton Town Council 

See Letters, page 8
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I would also like to comment on a letter in last week’s 
news bulletin on page 32 “Concerns About Curley” writ-
ten by Lauren Christensen, who currently sits on the 
Board of Education in Portland. Lauren Christensen 
bashes Shaun Manning and his running mates. First off, 
Mrs. Christensen spelled Shaun’s name wrong. Second, 
she calls Shaun “not a very nice guy.” I’ve known Shaun 
for many years. My wife graduated high school with 
Shaun. My wife and I spend many weekends with Shaun, 
his wife, his daughter and grandchildren. Shaun is one of 
the nicest people in Portland you will ever meet.

Freedom of speech is one thing, but bashing some-
one you don’t even know, let alone can’t spell their name 
correctly, for some kind of political gain is shameful. 
Mrs. Christensen also states that Shaun’s “Back to Ba-
sics “campaign was based on buzzwords. Education, 
infrastructure and public safety are not buzzwords Mrs. 
Christensen, It’s exactly what Portland needs.

Respectfully,
Warren Breece – Portland

Running for Finance Board
To the Editor:

I am a 6+-year resident of Colchester. I am running 
for the Board of Finance, as I want to contribute to mak-
ing improvements for the people of Colchester. My wife 
and I choose this town as our home and I feel that in the 
last two years it has gone in the wrong direction. I am 
a USAF/ANG veteran with an extensive background in 
sales, sales management, and division management set-
ting budgets and achieving goals. 

I have managed large and small budgets with many 
companies in me 40 years in the work force. I have 
taught budgeting through the Dave Ramsey program for 
18 years and have a good handle on living within our 
means. I also own three businesses that have taught me 
just how important budgeting and open communication 
is. As a first-time candidate for Board of Finance, I be-
lieve we have the right team from top to bottom. I fully 
endorse Andreas Bisbikos for first selectman in Colches-
ter. I look forward to serving our great community of 
Colchester. This is a volunteer position so I ask for your 
support Nov. 2 please get out and vote. 

Thank you, 
John Thomas – Colchester 

Coshow Has My Vote
To the Editor:

I have been following Alannah Coshow’s candidacy 
for East Hampton’s Board of Finance with interest and 
admiration. I have known Alannah for well over 30 years 
and watched her contributions to the neighborhood as 
well as the community at large, her tireless efforts, her 
careful and thoughtful planning and her thorough execu-
tion of tasks. 

We are fortunate to have her on the Board of Finance 
and I am confident that she will continue to play a ma-
jor role in assuring that we have strong vision and fiscal 
management. She has my vote!

Henry Thorpe – Middle Haddam

Time for Tripp
To the Editor:

The Town of Portland has had the great fortune of 
having had an outstanding First Selectwoman Susan 
Bransfield in office for 18 years. Susan has served not 
only Portland well, during her very long tenure, she has 
been an active leader in many state and regional munici-
pal organizations.

So we are writing to not only personally thank her, 
but also urge Portland’s voters to support Jim Tripp, as 
her successor.

Through Jim’s many years of participation and ser-
vice, in practically all of the town’s municipal and civic 
activities, he has developed the skills and understanding 
that is needed to handle the myriad of complexities, re-
garding current initiatives, that will improve the lives of 
Portland’s citizens and businesses. He has also had the 
benefit of working on the Board of Selectmen, with such 
an accomplished first selectwoman.

Therefore, we think now is the time to continue mov-
ing forward by electing Jim Tripp, as Portland’s next first 
selectman.

Sincerely,
Tom and Susan Malecky – Portland

Twisting My Words
To the Editor:

William Desrosiers misrepresented my Oct. 8th letter, 
falsely claiming I said, “that Mr. (Jimmy) Carter is more 
Christ-like than Jesus.” Then he patronized me, lecturing 
that “no one can be more like another individual than 
that person.” Mr. Desrosiers joins other pretentious writ-
ers who twist others’ words and sentences so that they 
have something to rail against. Lacking honesty, they 
shun direct quotes, subconsciously aware their own re-
buttal would implode if they did so. What I did say was 
that Jimmy Carter “in some ways” exceeded Jesus. One 
example I gave was that Carter, through the Carter Cen-

The Real Deal
To the Editor:

Air Force veteran and Connecticut State Trooper 
Mike Buck is the real deal! He is a man who loves his 
country, loves his town, and loves his family. His deep-
seeded values and empathetic character will be used 
to unite us, not divide us. A quote taken from Mike’s 
endorsement interview with lawenforcementtoday.com 
says it all. “Whenever I do anything, I just try to do the 
right thing, at the right time, for the right reason.” Mike 
Buck’s time is now! 

I know countless other citizens in East Hampton join 
me in my full endorsement of Mike Buck for Board of 
Education.

Melody Philhower – East Hampton

Energetic Candidate
To the Editor:

After being in politics for over 30 years, it is refresh-
ing to see a young person with such enthusiasm! Chris-
tina Tammaro-Dzagan, a mother of two young children, 
has worked tirelessly on this campaign for change. I 
know as a member of the East Hampton Board of Educa-
tion, she will continue to work as hard for your children 
and my grandchildren. 

Vote for Christina Tammaro-Dzagan for BOE.
Mark Philhower – East Hampton

Note: Philhower is a member of the East Hampton 
Town Council, but is writing as an individual.

Marlborough’s Ballot
To the Editor:

On Nov. 2 Marlborough’s voters will have the oppor-
tunity to not only elect a wide array of candidates for 
municipal office, but there will also be 9 questions on the 
ballot regarding proposed changes to our town charter. 
As a result, this is inarguably one of the most lengthy and 
complex ballots we have seen in many years.

A few years ago, there was a change to voting on our 
budget by referendum as opposed to doing so by a town 
meeting, but it has been over 35 years since the Marlbor-
ough charter was extensively updated. We now have the 
opportunity to make significant changes to our charter 
to implement a five-member Board of Selectmen with a 
town manager, to have an appointed versus elected tax 
collector and town clerk, make changes in the number 
of members on various other Boards and to implement 
a myriad of other modifications. Therefore, I urge vot-
ers to visit the Town of Marlborough web site to review 
the proposed changes before going to the polls. But it 
doesn’t stop there. Voters can visit www.MarlGOP.com 
to learn more about all of the Republican candidates, 
along with profiles in the Rivereast, to learn more spe-
cifically about the candidates running for the boards of 
education and finance.

Choices you make on Nov. 2 regarding both the Char-
ter and the selection of candidates will greatly impact 
the future of our community. Please do your homework 
so you can make informed decisions when you go to the 
polls.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
Note: Hjulstrom is a member of the Marlborough 

Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an individual.
Thousands vs. Millions

To the Editor:
I read the Rivereast News Bulletin each week and have 

followed the letters pertaining to the request for a new 
turf field to be installed at RHAM. A request for a $3.5 
million expenditure for the new athletic fields is asking 
too much from our taxpayers.

If repairs are required, they can certainly be accom-
plished for thousands of dollars.

Please vote ‘no’ for this unnecessary expenditure. Our 
taxes are high enough.

Sara LeSage – Hebron

Support Our Slate
Dear Hebron Friends and Neighbors:

In a few short days on Nov. 2, we will head to the 
polls for an important election: selecting your local town 
leaders who will set your mill rate and manage our great 
schools.

I encourage you to vote for the entire Democratic 
slate on Row A. We have exceptional candidates who 
are ready to serve on day one. Heather Petit has been an 
extraordinary chairwoman on the Hebron Board of Edu-
cation during these difficult times, and her running mate, 
Nicole Matthews, will be an excellent addition to contin-
ue the important work of keeping our children safely in 
school. On the Board of Finance, Mal Leichter and Amy 
Dunnells will work together to craft budgets that will in-
vest in our community and move the town forward. Our 
RHAM Board of Education candidates – Maura Baker, 
Claudia Riley and Heather Summerer – have years of 
dedicated service to our children and young adults and 
will make exceptional board members.

For Planning and Zoning, Dave Sousa and Eric 
Lindquist bring a wide breadth of experience in con-
servation and town planning. And our town clerk, Carla 
Pomprowicz, has devoted years of service to Hebron and 
we are proud to support her candidacy once again.

Most importantly, I encourage everyone to come and 
vote on Nov. 2. Every election is consequential. I will see 
you at the polls!

Most sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele – Hebron

Note: Thiele is a candidate for the Hebron Board of 
Selectmen, but is writing this letter in her capacity as 
chairwoman of the Hebron Democratic Town Commit-
tee.

Supports Holden
To the Editor:

I am writing to support Anna Holden’s candidacy for 
Marlborough’s Board of Education. I have known Anna 
since we moved to town during the summer of 2012. 
We, as well as our children, have become good friends, 
primarily due to our shared values, beliefs, and utmost 
concern for ensuring the safety and development of our 
children.

As a former teacher, Anna understands the needs of 
the classroom and the importance of educational excel-
lence. She will value our students, families, educators, 
and all that support the school system. In terms of com-
munity involvement, Anna has demonstrated her ability 
to serve the community surrounding important environ-
mental and ethical matters as a member of Marlbor-
ough’s Nature Trail and Sidewalk Commission and as 
a member of Hebron Coalition on Diversity and Equity.

As a mother of three, former educator, and involved 
citizen of Marlborough, I strongly believe Anna will ad-
vocate for what is best for our children and our town 
while keeping them safe. I encourage you to join me in 
voting for Anna Holden on Nov. 2.

Respectfully,
Maria Itteilag – Marlborough

Backing Baker
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter in support of my friend, Maura 
Baker, who is running for the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion. A resident of our small town since 2002, Maura has 
always sought community involvement. I met Maura 
through Girl Scouts, where our daughters met and be-
came steadfast friends. Maura was a resolute Scout 
Leader from her daughter’s kindergarten class all the 
way through high school graduation. Her commitment to 
scouting lasted throughout the years, through numerous 
changes and the merging of multiple troops as the girls 
got older. Maura embraces and exudes the very nature of 
Girl Scouts: a movement dedicated to building girls of 
courage, confidence, and character. She herself is a per-
son of integrity: dependable, hard-working, and honest.

Maura’s career as an actuary makes her predisposed to 
organization and analysis. She is an open minded, active 
listener. She arrives at informed decisions through due 
diligence, thoughtfully deliberating options and calmly 
mitigating arbitration between opposing viewpoints. As 
a vice president at Travelers, she is well versed and com-
fortable in a leadership role. A female corporate leader, 

Backs Buck, Tammaro-Dragan
To the Editor:

I’m writing to show my support for Michael Buck and 
Christina Tammaro-Dragan for East Hampton Board of 
Education (EHBOE). They both have children that cur-
rently attend East Hampton schools.

As parents voting this year remember, the National 
School Board Association, of which Connecticut is a 
member, labeled parents who speak up at meetings as 
terrorists by our federal government.

Ask yourself, would you rather have representing you 
on the EHBOE, parents, one a state police officer and the 
other a corporate trainer that understand your concerns, 
or attorneys with no children in our schools?

Erika Bonaccorso – East Hampton

ter’s efforts to eradicate ‘River Blindness,’ had exceeded 
Jesus by healing far more people of blindness. I remind-
ed readers that Christ ascended to heaven leaving the 
disease to blind millions more over the last 2,000 years. 

Additionally, Mr. Desrosiers pompously stated “he 
will be praying for ‘my’ soul.” Christians ought to cease 
such facile platitudes. Some of us are happy to have our 
material ‘souls’ remaining Earthbound, still contributing 
to all the ecological interactions that atoms of C, N, Ca, 
H, O, Fe, Mg etc. play a critical role in. ‘Dust to dust, 
ashes to ashes’ kind of thing. I love the observable cre-
ation well enough to know my home is here. But if your 
God did not make this existence worth your while and 
you need more, then fly off to your imagined heaven. 

Recalling a public debate I once had with a Salvation 
Army major, he closed his argument saying that if he 
was right, upon death my soul would be damned to an 
eternal hell. I told him if I was right, there wouldn’t be 
a moment of anguish and suffering, for him or anyone. 
Once again, Christians unable to escape their reptilian 
Old Testament. Did Jesus exist for nothing?

Edmund Smith – Andover

she brings firsthand knowledge of the importance and 
value of diversity and inclusion.

With two children attending our schools, Maura has 
witnessed firsthand the triumphs and hurdles within 
our school system. She has unwavering trust in the 
importance of a good education and is eager to play a 
role in the success of our local educational system and 
policies. I recommend Maura without hesitation. I am 
certain Maura would do an outstanding job representing 
the values of our community on the RHAM Board of 
Education.

Robyn Minella – Hebron

Oliphant for Board of Education
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Alexander Oliphant’s can-
didacy for Board of Education. Alex and I have been best 
friends for over 16 years and married for 12 years.

Alex is an enthusiastic and dedicated educator. He 
feels every student has the capacity to learn and flourish 
as an individual. Most professors just grade papers. Alex 
spends painstaking hours examining students’ work to 
determine were their disconnect is with their studies, so 
he may assist them in correcting their errors and move 
on. I have seen him rewrite lesson plans so special needs 
students may grasp the concepts necessary to complete 
his courses. Alex cares about his students. He encour-
ages his students to ask questions and to ask for help 
if they need it. Alex discreetly approaches students who 
appear confused and offers to meet with them in person 
or remotely to discuss. Alex cares about every student’s 
success and wants them to excel on the care path they 
have chosen.

Alex is a scientist; he collects data and analyses it be-
fore he approaches every issue. Since he has announced 
his candidacy, has been conducting a lot of research on 
state mandates and district curriculum/policies. He has 
spoken to students and parents at various events in town 
and at meet and greets.

The Republican slate of Board of Education is com-
prised of a diverse group of individuals. Collectively, the 
team offers a wide encompassing view of the aspects of 
student education. The caring and nurturing of the slate 
is amazing. Please vote for the Republican team, row B.

Sincerely,
Judy Barnes – Colchester

Supports Benson-Clarke
Dear RHAM Voters:

I am pleased to endorse Dr. Judy Benson-Clarke for 
RHAM Board of Education, a Marlborough citizen of 
22 years. She has been on the RHAM board for 10 years 
as secretary, chair, and is currently serving as vice chair-
woman. In addition to her years on the board, she has 
been a general education teacher, a special education 
teacher, a principal, a special education director, an as-
sistant superintendent, and a superintendent of schools. 

Dr. Judy Benson-Clarke has a doctorate in gifted edu-
cation and special education. Most importantly, Dr. Judy 
Benson-Clarke is a mother with deep love and respect 
for public education. She has two daughters Gabrielle 
who is 21 and Isabelle who is 19, who have both at-
tended MES and RHAM. Both of her daughters have 
benefited from an exceptional education at RHAM and 
they are flourishing.

She believes in keeping public education strong and 
wants to give back and make sure that every student, 
family, and the community benefit from RHAM’s world-
class education. Lastly, Dr. Judy Benson-Clarke believes 
in continuous improvement and loves to hear from stu-
dents, parents, and community members about what they 
are doing well and how they can improve. 

Sincerely, 
Reese Maynard – Hebron 

An Excellent Candidate
To the Editor:

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan is an excellent candidate 
for the Board of Education. Not just because of her relat-
able experience specific to adult education, but she’s also 
a stand-up citizen. She’s the type of person you want as 
a neighbor. She’s the type of person that leaves a pot of 
homemade soup on your front steps when you’re sick. 
She’s a good person at heart, with old-school values. 
She’s an excellent role model and has high expectations 
of our administration. She understands that a strong edu-
cation system is the foundation of an even stronger com-
munity, and she will stand up to protect your rights as 
a parent to make decisions on behalf of your children. 

Vote for Christina on Tuesday. 
Gregg Vaillancourt – East Hampton

A Gratifying Experience
To the Editor:

Running for public office has proven to be a grati-
fying experience. The passion for quality education is 
an obvious priority for so many of us here in Hebron. 
Whether you have children in our schools or not, we 
equally recognize the importance of a great education. 
I have had an opportunity over the past few months to 
speak with many of you about your position on high-
lights and lowlights in the RHAM community. Please 
know that my goals are not to disrupt the system, but to 
ensure we maintain our focus on the things that matter 
most: our students. 

An effective BOE member must ensure the interests 
of all our students is in clear perspective. Political ideol-
ogy, regardless of the perspective, is not what we must 
base our decisions. I see a RHAM BOE role as one of 
the most important decisions we make during these mu-
nicipal elections. I am grateful for your support and look 
forward to serving my community with integrity. Please 
vote on Nov 2.

Best regards,
Michael Charron – Hebron 

RHAM Board of Education Candidate 

Hebron PBC Plan Flawed
To the Editor:

I am again perplexed by the Hebron Public Building 
Committee’s irresponsible push for an expensive and 
invasive new Public Works facility. It is clear that the 
hardworking people of the Department of Public Works 
need more room and improved working conditions. In-
stead of addressing this situation, the PBC continues to 
be distracted by the plans created for a $9 million in-
dustrial mega-complex. In their own words the PBC has 
stated “we have a building in need of a location.” The 
narrow focus on this flawed plan has left common sense 
options aside. 

In fact, in 2014, a plan for a new DPW office and 
maintenance facility was included in Hebron’s Plan of 
Conservation and Development. This was supposed to 
be part of 10 acres reserved for DPW at Burnt Hill, how-
ever, these 10 acres were mysteriously reduced to the 2 

Glad It’s Over
To the Editor:

I must admit that I am glad that this election cycle is 
almost over. We residents of Colchester have never wit-
nessed such a nasty, vicious local political campaign in 
the 60 years that I have been a resident of this town. 

Actually, I can understand why Mary Bylone’s op-
ponents and their supporters are so upset. Mary and 
her team have provided strong leadership in an effort to 
keep people from an unseen and little understood enemy 
(COVID-19) while working tirelessly to advance the in-
terests of our town. It’s no wonder she is resented; she 
is so competent. She has run a strong, clean campaign. 
She has been supported by Denise Turner and Rose-
mary Coyle on the Board of Selectmen. The Democratic 
candidates for Treasurer (Jan Pulse), Board of Finance 
(Bernie Dennler and Scott Chapman), and Board of As-
sessment Appeals (Andrew Cournoyer and Sus Thomas) 
have joined her in her efforts to advance the welfare of 
our town and everyone in it. 

The Democratic team has provided great leadership 
over the last 2 years and I hope that you will join me in 
voting for Mary Bylone for First Selectman and the rest 
of her team on Row A.

John F. Malsbenden – Colchester

Last Call for Senior Survey
To the Editor:

The Senior Survey ends soon. This is your chance 
to tell us how you envision our town’s future, regard-
ing housing, transportation, health care and more, as you 
age.

The Commission on Aging (COA) will compile the 
results of the survey and the Town Council is ready and 
eager to hear, what we collectively, have to say.

Need help filling out the survey? The Senior Center, 
Library and Town Hall are ready to help. Are you tech 
savvy? See our COA ad in the News Bulletin, Oct. 22 
edition, page 20, to view the QR code or see one of the 
many posters around town and at Stop & Shop or the 
Post Office to pick up a paper survey.

There is power in numbers, so please have your voice 
count! The survey ends on Oct. 31, so act now! All re-
sponses are confidential!

Thank you,
Sue Greeno, Vice-Chair

East Hampton Commission on Aging

Vote Dennler
To the Editor:

I’m encouraging all Colchester voters regardless of 
political affiliations to join me in voting Bernard Dennler 
for Board of Finance.

In his two years on the BOF, Bernie has been a leader 
who helped bring board members together. On a board 
that has been split between three Democrats and three 
Republicans, he has helped broker compromises that 
moved our town forward. He listens and actively asks 
questions to understand where others are coming from.

He is passionate about issues like public safety, eco-
nomic development, preserving Colchester’s open space, 

town infrastructure, schools, and special education. But 
he is also practical and understands constraints on the 
budget and how taxes affect all of us.

At meetings, Bernie Dennler often uses his profes-
sional experience working in municipal government to 
help explain potential impacts of decisions the BOF is 
considering. That experience is valuable to other board 
members and residents who are watching the meeting. 
He takes the time to explain subjects that may be confus-
ing for someone who is just tuning in for the first time.

Bernie’s presence has helped me understand our bud-
get process better and to make more informed decisions 
as a voter.

Colchester needs experienced, thoughtful, practical 
leaders in our government. Join me in voting for Bernard 
Dennler III for Board of Finance.

Beth Rude – Colchester
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Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine

Now Open for Inside Dining!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Take-OuT alsO available

Hidden Acres

Fun for the Whole Family!

$6.00 Kids (3 & under free) • $10.00 13 & up
Admissions fee covers All Activities

Pumpkins & Swan Gourds $7
Mini Pumpkins & Small Gourds $1

150 Exeter Road, Lebanon
hiddenacrescornmaze.weebly.com

September 18th - October 31st

Saturdays & Sundays 12-5pm (last maze entrance 4:30)
— KidS GamES —

Tic Tac Toe, Bowling, Checkers, 
Bean Bag Toss, Hay maze

6 acre 
Corn maze
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Visit our newly opened 
restaurant at:

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan 
original barbeque 

recipes, are made fresh 
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
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OPEN FOR 
LUNCH!

Dine In • Take Out
Catering • Outdoor Seating

FREE POOL
Mondays, Wednesdays

& Thursdays

Full Menu
Served Daily

11am-10pm

RE10-29-21

Daily Lunch 
Specials

We Have
NFL Ticket!

47 Main St. (Rt. 66) HebRon • 860-228-8148

$495 & up

LivE EnTERTainMEnT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Friday, 10/29 “violet Reign” with Halloween Party
Friday, 11/5 “Unit 5”

Friday, 11/12 “Turnpike all-Stars”
Saturday, 11/13 Kathy MacBryde’s 80th Birthday Party 

with food & karaoke

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 11/30/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Try some 
of our other 

fresh seafood 
offerings!

Patio Is
Now Open! 

Lobster Rolls 
are back!

Live Music
Thursday & Saturday 
nights on the patio

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large 

Pizza

1/2 acres remaining today. If this plan is endorsed in the 
town’s most important official document why has it been 
totally ignored by the PBC? Even with its reduced size, 
why does this land hold only piles of dirt and not storage 
space, a maintenance garage or an office?

Selectman John Collins has offered a reasonable alter-
native plan and instead of working together, the PBC has 
publicly criticized a duly elected member of our town 
government. The Eversource land adjacent to the current 
Public Works facility is available and would immedi-
ately offer the DPW an opportunity to build an office, 
maintenance garage or storage facility. This location 
might need expensive preparations to hold the PBC’s $9 
million complex, but it can easily hold a large storage 
facility or maintenance garage. This is just plain com-
mon sense. I urge the PBC to abandon their flawed plan 
to build an extravagant complex and simply provide the 
DPW with more space.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Get Out and Vote
To the Editor:

The election is next week. Citizens of Colchester will 
decide who they want to lead their town for the next two 
years. Both candidates for the office of first selectman 
cite very similar objectives in their election statements. 
Both express a desire to make Colchester better, by im-
proving police presence, education, senior services, and 
recreational fields. One candidate will be elected. We 
must vote for the candidate of our choice. 

Citizens of Colchester, get out and vote on Nov. 2! 
Vote for the candidate you think has the ideas to make a 
better Colchester and the experience to achieve that goal. 
I believe that candidate is Mary Bylone. I will vote for 
Mary, Rosemary Coyle, Denise Turner, Jennifer Pulse, 
Bernard Dennler, Amy Cahill Domeika, Scott Chapman, 
Joanne Rose, Andrew Cournoyer, and Susan Thomas. 
these are the folks I believe will lead Colchester to the 
future. Vote!

John Barnowski – Colchester

A Dedicated Leader
To Portland Voters:

I’m writing in support of Jim Tripp for first select-
man of Portland. I’ve known Jim for the past 20 years as 
president of the Brownstone Quorum and as a personal 
friend to myself and my husband. In all of that time, I’ve 
respected Jim as a thoughtful man who has integrity, as 
well as the ability to be diplomatic in his interactions.

Jim is a dedicated leader whose vision and hard work 
have been instrumental in the development of the brown-
stone quarries with the resulting Brownstone Exploration 
Park, and The Portland Riverfront Park. Both of these 
locations have been of enormous economic benefit to the 
town, through the rental of Riverfront Park facilities and 
the town’s contractual share of the Exploration Park’s 
gate fees. With Jim’s leadership and forward thinking, 
we will continue to develop Portland’s riverfront area for 
the maximum economic and esthetic value to the town. 
Please join me in keeping Portland a place we can all be 
proud of, and vote for Jim on Nov. 2.

Sincerely, 
Carol Winiski – Portland 

David Sousa
To the Editor:

It has been my good fortune to be acquainted with 
David Sousa for a number of years, first as one of his 
daughter’s teachers and more recently we serve as com-
mittee members on two local organizations. I was ex-
cited to learn about Dave’s decision to run for a seat on 
Hebron’s Planning and Zoning Commission. He will 
make an excellent addition to this important board based 
on many factors.

His professional background as a landscape architect 
and experience in urban planning and community devel-
opment is perfect for the position. In addition to this, I 
find Dave to be an active listener, very thoughtful in his 
decision making, and perhaps most important of all, he 
is a person of integrity.

David Sousa has my vote for the Hebron Planning and 
Zoning Commission and I hope yours as well!

Sincerely,
Althea W. Carr – Hebron

Departed Veterans
To the Editor:

The Hebron historical Society would like to thank 
those who attended the mill site tours at Hope Valley/
Reidy Hill. The Spring and Fall tours were extremely 
well received, we are grateful there’s so much interest in 
Hebron‘s rich history.

Please join us next at the Old Hebron Cemetery; we 
will introduce you to some of Hebron‘s departed veter-
ans and highlight improvements HHS volunteers have 
completed at the burial site over the past seven years. 
Program takes place Sunday, Nov. 7, from 1-3p.m., at the 
cemetery (across from Ridge Road).

Thank you for your interest in our history,
The Hebron Historical Society

Vote Row B
To the Editor:

I am one of the Republicans running for the Board of 
Assessment Appeals. My name is Karen Godbout and I 
have lived in Colchester for the past 28 years. I am proud 
of being a member of this slate of candidates who are 
professional, young and will bring a fresh new perspec-
tive to Colchester. I look forward to the prospect of serv-
ing this great community if given the opportunity over 
the coming years.

I bring the following to the table: I am a detail-orient-
ed person with an analytical mindset. I am customer fo-
cused and always looking for win-win situations. I strive 
for excellence in all I do and that is part of who I am. I 
am currently working to complete a First Year Tax Pro-
fessional tax course offered by my seasonal employer.

I look forward to working with the residents of Col-
chester and I hope you support me by selecting me and 
the slate outlined on Row B of the ballot when you vote 
on election day November 2, 2021.

Thank you,
Karen Godbout – Colchester 

Board of Assessment Appeals Candidate

Reelect Tim Lavoy
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of my husband Tim Lavoy – 
who is running for another term for Board of Education. 
He is fully committed to his role on the board and active-
ly engages in committee work. Our two boys attended 
and graduated from the Portland school system and he 
is still committed to his role and remains invested in the 
education of Portland’s children.

He brings with him a unique perspective; having 
served over 35 years as a state employee working with 
adults with disabilities, he understands the value of 
stewardship, sound policy development and the rigors 
involved with the budgeting process. He is steadfast with 
the board’s commitment for the students of this town. 
He believes in offering an experience that affords a safe 
opportunity for learning, personal growth and advance-
ment. Recognizing that all of us have potential and tal-
ents, our schools should be designed to support each 
student and give them the tools needed to transition to 
adulthood.

Politics aside – Portland is a great place to educate 
and raise a family. Tim continues to work hard on the 
board to make that a reality for all of Portland’s students.

Sandie Lavoy – Portland 

Supports Tripp
To the Editor:

I am supporting Jim Tripp for first selectman and the 
entire democratic team. We find ourself with two well 
educated candidates with different experience. Both can-
didates love this town but come to the job with a different 
skill set.

I am born and raised in Portland so I have a long view. 
Portland used to be a sleepy little town that decided to 
wake up around 20 years ago. When I reflect on the 
changes, I see that as a result of leadership at the top 

Supports Fraulino
To the Editor:

I’m writing to you today to attest to the character, ex-
perience and skill set of Robert J. Fraulino Sr. (Rob) and 
why he will succeed as a board member of the Zoning 
Commission for the town of Marlborough. My name is 
Joshua Slack; a resident of the town of East Hampton 
and I have known Rob for over 36 years.

Rob encompasses the traits and characteristics any 
tax-paying resident could want in someone represent-
ing the town in an honorable, fair and unbiased manner. 
On a personal level, I know Rob to be a family-oriented 
man with high morals, integrity, passion for his endeav-
ors, and the ability to look at things with an objective 
mindset. 

As a member of the United States Navy for over 30 
years, Rob continues to show his commitment to public 
service. His leadership skills have led to several promo-
tions throughout his career, ultimately finding himself in 
the position of master chief: a highly regarded and hon-
orable position within the United States military.

In addition to his commitment to the Navy, Rob has 
also worked for Eversource Energy for the last 17 years. 

Supports Democratic Ticket
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of the entire Portland Demo-
cratic ticket. I am a senior and relative noobie to Port-
land. I’ve only lived here a total of eight years. I have 
loved this town because of its history of both parties 
working for the best for all citizens. I would hate to see 
that change.

I feel honored to have canvassed so many households 
to meet voters face to face. It seems to me that the con-
sensus is to make Portland a model for forward thinking; 
not negative assertions. We want our children to be the 
best educated; all our families to feel included; our se-
niors to know their opinions count.

I am proud to be a Democrat and especially proud to 
be part of a party which isn’t afraid to work for and ap-
plaud inclusiveness while tackling the fundamental con-
cerns regarding infrastructure. I support a party that has 
encouraged new businesses while opening new parks.

The Democratic ticket wants us all to take advantage 
of our amazing resources without destroying our envi-
ronment. Local government, including Boards and Com-
missions, most directly affect our well-being as commu-
nity members. I am happy to vote for Jim Tripp as First 
Selectman and the entire Democratic ticket because they 
really do put Portland first.

What Matters
To the Editor:

When running our town as First Selectman of Col-
chester:

Experience matters. Competence matters. Integrity 
matters. Humility matters. Inclusion and respect for oth-
ers matters.

The choice is clear.
I will be voting to re-elect Marry Bylone as First Se-

lectman on Tuesday, November 2nd and I hope you will 
join me.

Respectfully,
Vincent Rose – Colchester

In addition, I would like to give a heartfelt thanks to 
Susan Bransfield for her 18 years as First Selectwoman 
and her devotion to making Portland an amazing place 
to live. Being an elected official should mean sacrifice 
not personal gain. Susan has provided the benchmark for 
public service in Portland.

Please vote in person on Tuesday, Nov. 2, or by absen-
tee ballot in ample time. Polls open at 6 a.m. and close 
at 8 p.m. Thank you.

Maureen O’Doherty – Portland

and a community that was motivated by the possibilities. 
People started to volunteer, committees were formed and 
people worked hard for the betterment of the community.

Jim Tripp chose Portland realizing it’s potential. He 
became involved on boards and committees bringing 
his work ethic and knowledge as a problem solver. I’ve 
worked with him and have seen firsthand his ability to 
always see a bigger picture. That is an important quality 
in managing a multimillion-dollar operation of a small 
Connecticut town. I had recent conversations with him 
about the issues facing the town and was impressed with 
his knowledge about the water sources that exist and 
how we can move forward. It’s complicated and it’s ob-
vious he’s doing his homework. We talked about capital 
improvements and learned that when equipment is pur-
chased to replace older snow plow trucks are equipped 
with computer operation that can regulate the amount of 
material laid down for ice/snow conditions. The ability 
to spend money in one place, to save money, material 
and wear and tear on the infrastructure is wise planning.

I think Ryan can and will have a future in politics, but 
I think Jim Tripp stands out with his proven experience.

Gail Landry – Portland

Rob has the unique ability to successfully multitask and 
dedicate the attention needed to achieve multiple goals 
brought before him concurrently.

For the reasons exemplified above, I am not only hon-
ored, but proud to endorse Robert Fraulino to serve on 
the Town of Marlborough Zoning Commission. Please 
vote for Rob during this coming election, on Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Joshua Slack – East Hampton

See Letters, page 29
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Rachel L.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Auto + Home Package Discounts Available

Two Candidates, Two Open Seats
by Sloan Brewster

The two candidates on the ballot for seats on 
the Board of Selectmen are shoe-ins.

Daniel Larson, a Republican, and Tiffany 
Ventura, a Democrat, are running for two open 
seats on the board. With no opposition, they are 
both guaranteed wins.

Larson, who is 66 and moved to town in 
1978, will be starting his fourth term on the 
board. He is currently board chairman.

Before that, he served on the Board of Fi-
nance. In 1981, he joined the fire department 
and eventually became chief, in which capac-
ity he served on the Capital Improvement Plan 
Committee. 

He has also served a term on the Board of Tax 
Review and was elected to the Amston Lake 
Tax District.

Larson said he is running out of a love for the 
community and believes it to be “an honor and 
obligation” to serve.

Decisions the board and individual selectmen 
make have a long lasting impact, he said. The 
results remain long after they are gone. 

In looking at town needs and state mandates, 
the board must consider “the best interest of the 
entire town,” he said. 

 Decisions can be difficult to make, however, 
“they still need to be made” and pertinent infor-
mation from multiple sources must be factored 
in, Larson said. 

“This is a challenge I am willing to accept,” 
he said.

In recalling his time in the fire department, 
Larson said he has put his life on the line for 
“neighbor and stranger.” 

In difficult times, he said he strives to main-
tain composure.

“I try to weigh the facts and utilize common 
sense and logic in my decisions,” he said. “I 
am willing to listen to others viewpoints, and 
I would hope they would listen to mine. What 
made America great is that, while people may 
have different thoughts, we all could still live 
as neighbors.”

Larson, in a phone call Monday, said Hebron 
was a nice community and likened it to “the 

Mayberry of Connecticut.”
People get along and there’s isn’t “all sorts of 

dissention, and hatred and prejudice,” he said.
Folks “live life, go to work, come home and 

relax,” he said. “I know people of every socio-
economic group you can imagine. They just 
want to do their things.”

In reminiscing about his years in town, Lar-
son recalled one year when he was fire chief and 
had to rush to a structure fire on his anniversary.

When he got back to the station, he was lured 
inside.

“My wife had actually brought the entire an-
niversary dinner, including cloth and candles, 
and set it up in the meeting room,” he said. “Lit-
erally candles, the whole bit.”

He said the story, with firefighters tricking 
him to get him inside without spilling, was 
about the town as a whole. 

“That’s the kind of town that I look at Hebron 
as,” he said.

* * *
Thiele, who is 40, is National Media Rela-

tions Manager for Connecticut College in New 
London and has 17-plus years of experience in 
communications. 

She served one term on the Capital Improve-
ment Plan Committee and has been chair of the 
Democratic Town Committee since 2019. 

Thiele said she is running to be a voice for all 
citizens in Hebron and that she thinks the most 
important role of an elected official is listening 
to constituency groups to make educated deci-
sions on key town issues. 

“I believe it is important to have a diversity 
of opinions and individuals on all town boards 
to reflect the makeup of our town,” Thiele said. 
“I want to bring a more collaborative approach 
to the Board of Selectmen and look forward to 
working with my colleagues across the aisle to 
put the town first.” 

As the community emerges from the pan-
demic, Thiele said it will be important to keep 
taxes stable while making good investments, in-
cluding funding schools and continuing to grow 
the town center. 

Thiele said she has heard from constituents 
who would like a community center with a pool 
in town and she intends to research the viability 

of the idea and see if it can be done in an envi-
ronmentally friendly way. 

She said she is also eager to work on ways to 
construct affordable housing in town and wants 
“to continue advancing green initiatives to save 
energy and cut costs, while doing our part to 
leave our children with a viable planet for their 
future.” 

Thiele said what she loves about Hebron was 
discovering it while looking for her first house 
with her husband.

“This is where my husband Adam and I de-
cided to put down roots,” she said.

She said she enjoys the local trails and the 
proximity to major employers. 

“It’s important to have access to employers 
and other towns with industry for that kind of 
upward mobility in terms of career,” Thiele 
said.

Thiele also said she loves the people and re-
called how, when she first moved to town, her 

neighbors stopped by to welcome them and 
bring gifts, which she said she had never expe-
rienced before.

“It was very special,” she said.
She specifically remembered Calvin Fish.
Fish, who passed away in 2017, lived in the 

home behind hers and had owned her property 
was always helpful. He even sold them their 
first John Deere, which they still have, she said.

Thiele, who lost a bid for state senator in 
2018 and ran for and lost a seat on the town’s 
Planning and Zoning Commission in 2016, has 
spent a lot of time on the campaign trail. While 
it’s hard work, she said she enjoys knocking on 
doors and meeting people and their pets. 

She said he even has fond memories of meet-
ing a horse.

“I love seeing happy dogs and I love meeting 
their owners,” Thiele said. “Knocking on doors 
is a lot of work and it makes it more fun when 
we get to meet some pets.”

Lions Winter Storage Returns
The Hebron Lions are offering Winter Stor-

age again for 2021-22. Storage is available for 
automobiles, trucks, motorcycles, boats, motor 
homes and travel trailers, in exhibit and live-
stock buildings from November until April on 
the Hebron Lions Fairgrounds 347 Gilead Rd.

Move-in will start on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 
9 a.m.-noon and will continue the following 
Saturday, Nov. 13, also from 9 a.m.-noon. Any-
one requesting storage after Nov. 13 should call 
860-942-2527 to set an appointment. 

Storage rates: covered storage in the animal 
barns, $17 per linear foot; enclosed storage, $20 
per linear foot; motorcycle storage, $75 each. 
There is no need for you to measure your ve-
hicle, as the Lions will measure them. 

Space is first-come, first-served. Indoor and 
covered storage is limited, but there is unlim-
ited outside storage for $100 per unit for any 

length. Sales tax of 6.35% is charged on all 
items stored.

The Lions will use Gate 5 for registration on 
Nov. 6. People should stay in their vehicle until 
asked to go to the Gate House.

Folks will be called in April to pick up their 
items; all items must be removed from the Fair-
grounds by April 30. 

For more information, contact Lion Lee An-
derson at lee.anderson@hebronharvestfair.org 
or 860-942-2527.

Trunk or Treat
All are invited to join the Hebron Parks and 

Recreation Department for a night of trunk-or-
treating, pumpkin-decorating, music, bounce 
houses, hot chocolate, wagon rides and more, 
on Friday, Oct. 29, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Burnt Hill Park. The event is free. 

For more information, call 860-530-1281. 

Turkey Shoot at Fish
and Game Club

Skungamaug Fish and Game Club, lo-
cated at 423 Jones St., Amston, will hold 
Turkey Shoots each Sunday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
through Nov. 21.

The shoots are open to the public. Re-
freshments available. Trap shooting also 
available. Bring your own equipment or use 
the club’s.

Absentee Ballots Available
Absentee ballots for the municipal election 

are available at the town clerk’s office, located 
at 15 Gilead St. If you want to vote by absentee 
ballot, you are first required to fill out an appli-
cation and deliver it by mail or in person at the 
Town Office Building, 15 Gilead St., Hebron, 
CT 06248. 

There is also a 24-hour ballot drop box lo-
cated at the front door.

Regular office hours are Monday through 
Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 860-228-5971 ext. 124.

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 2. Polls will be 
open at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church 
St., between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m.Evening with

Joe Courtney
The Hebron Democratic Town Committee 

invites everyone to an evening with Congress-
man Joe Courtney at Blackledge Country Club, 
located at 180 West St., from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30. 

Donation of $40 per person includes admis-
sion to the event, appetizers from the Black-
ledge kitchen, and some trivia. Cash bar will be 
available. 

Visit Hebrondems.com to get your tickets. 
Donations go towards funding local elections.

How to be an Ally
The Hebron Coalition on Diversity and Eq-

uity will hold a virtual forum entitled “How to 
be an Ally” Wednesday, Nov. 3, from 7-8:30 
p.m., via Zoom.

An ally is someone who chooses to stand 
with and for individuals or groups who do not 
come from the same place of privilege.

The public is invited to this discussion, which 
will be led by moderator Anita Ford Saunders, 
APR, co-chair of the Public Relations Society 
of America Diversity & Inclusion Committee. 
Joining Saunders are: the Rev. Dr. Shelley D. 
Best, president and CEO of The Conference of 
Churches/The 224 EcoSpace; John Dankosky, 
director of news and radio projects at Science 
Friday; Melinda Johnson, director of commu-
nity engagement and advocacy with the YWCA 
Hartford Region; and Bonnie Malley, vice 
president for finance and administration for the 
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.

Registration required, and “space” is limited. 
To register, go to tinyurl.com/3t9s3km8 or visit 
the CoDE Facebook page. For more informa-
tion, email hebroncode10@gmail.com.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to sandy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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Improve Your Seed. Improve Your Soil. Improve Your Lawn.™
Discover the “Jonathan Green” Difference on your lawn today.

Poor Seed. Poor Soil.
Poor Lawn.

Great Seed. Great Soil.
Great Lawn.P
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L
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eat Seed. Great Soil.
oP wn.or La weat LaGr wn.

• Our most elite varieties
• Roots up to 4 feet deep
• Heat/drought tolerant
• Insect resistant

Black Beauty® Ultra
Supreme Grass Seed Blend

Mag-I-Cal Soil Food
for Lawns in Acidic Soil

3lb. Bag3lb. Bag

$19.99
3lb. Bag3lb. Bag

$19.99
5,000 sq.ft.5,000 sq.ft.

$19.99
5.000 sq.ft.5.000 sq.ft.

$19.99

Contains calcium, 
which is readily  
available for plant 
uptake or pH adjustment 

Windsor
296 Broad St.•Windsor, CT
860-688-8373

M-F 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat 8:00am-5:00pm

Sun 9:00am-2pm
Open 7 days a Week!Open 7 days a Week!

M-F 8am-6pm; Sat 8am-5pm; Sun 9am-4pm

Hebron Ace
HArdwAre

81 Main Street
860-228-3408
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

•	Garage	Doors	&	Openers,	Sales,	Service
•	GMG	Pellet	Fired	Barbeque	Grills
•	Harman	Pellet	Stoves	
•	Vermont	Casting,
	 Hearthstone,	Hampton
	 &	Regency	Wood	Stoves

Our 29Th Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

Sat. 10-4

26% Federal Tax
Credit (Must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

“Pour In The Performance”   
Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314

Expires 11/30/21 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

re

$5.00 OFF
Full Service Oil Change
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► Complete Oil Change Service
 No Appointment Ever Necessary! 

► State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!
 Call to Schedule or Drive Up! 

FALL IS HErE!
Stop by and let our technicians perform preventive 

maintenance to keep your car running great!

•	YES!	We	Offer	Tire	Rotation	Service!
•	YES!	We	Do	Headlight	Lens	Restoration
	 –	See	More	Clearly	at	Night!
•	YES!	We	Do	Battery	Testing!

Senior Center News & Notes

Christ Lutheran News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 
the following. For more information and full 
program descriptions, call the senior center at 
860-228-1700. The senior center newsletter is 
also online at tinyurl.com/3xfm862d. Registra-
tion is required for all programs; to do so, call 
the center. Until further notice, masks are re-
quired for all, even the vaccinated. 

Veterans Appreciation Dinner – Grab-N-
Go: Wednesday, Nov. 10. The dinner is free to 
all veterans and a guest living in Hebron and 
Amston. This is a drive-thru grab-n-go dinner 
to be consumed at home. Pick-up times will be 
between 3 and 3:30 p.m. You must call the cen-
ter to make a reservation by Friday, Nov. 5, at 
noon. 

Fire Department Annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner for Seniors: Sunday, Nov. 21, for He-
bron and Amston residents 60 years and over. 
The Hebron Fire Department will prepare a 
traditional turkey dinner and dessert, pack it in 
microwaveable containers, and deliver it to your 
door between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Reg-
istration required by noon Friday, Nov. 12, by 
calling the center. 

Stamping Class: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., start-
ing Nov. 9. Learn basics and advanced tech-
niques of rubber stamping and card making. 
Cost is $35 for four weeks; includes instruction 
and all supplies. You can pay the instructor at 
the first class, but registration is required. 

RHAM Bingo: Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2:30-

4 p.m., run by RHAM National Honor Society 
students. The games are free; prizes are award-
ed. Registration required.

Medicare Annual Open Enrollment: Runs 
through Dec. 7. Director Sharon Garrard and 
social worker Tanya Coles-Dailey are certified 
CHOICES Counselors and can help people 
evaluate options for Medicare health and drug 
coverage for 2022. Call the senior center to 
make an appointment. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The center is taking applications for 
the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset a 
household’s winter heating costs. If the house-
hold’s primary heating costs are included in 
rent, the household may still apply for assis-
tance. To make an appointment, call Tanya or 
Sharon at the center. 

Community Café Returns: Onsite meals 
will take place Monday-Thursday at noon, 
starting Nov. 1. Reservations due by 10 a.m. the 
day before the meal, and by 10 a.m. Friday for 
Monday’s lunch. Requested donation is $3. Call 
the center for a menu and to register. 

Mindful Meditation: Wednesdays, Nov. 3 
and 17, 10:15-11:15 a.m. Mindful meditation 
is a mental training practice designed to help 
people slow down racing thoughts, let go of 
negativity, and calm both mind and body. Reg-
istration required.

All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 
Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Dana Hallenbeck. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m., an in-
person Divine Service is held. Masks are only 
required for those who have not been vacci-
nated. 

In-Person Sunday Bible Study and Coffee 
Hour: 10 a.m., after the morning service. Top-
ic: “Why Do You Think You Are a Lutheran?” 
There will be a review of the Augsburgh Con-
fession.

Caring Shepherds: Caring Shepherds will 
have an Open Pantry Saturday, Dec. 11, at 9 
a.m.; call the church at 860-494-0431 if you 
will attend. Also, those in need of supplies for 

Thanksgiving should call Caring Shepherds at 
860-494-0431; the ministry will fill limited or-
ders for those in need. Caring Shepherds will 
be back in Willimantic Saturdays, Nov. 20 and 
Dec. 18, handing out hygiene kits, Bibles and 
food at 11 a.m., at 877 Main St. in Willimantic. 

Early Childhood Center: Open to all faiths, 
the center offers childcare, preschool and be-
fore/after school educational opportunities in a 
Christian environment. For more information, 
call 860-228-5134. The center is now accept-
ing new enrollments; call for availability. Laura 
Kraft is director.

More Info: For more information, call 860-
228-1152 or visit www.CLCHebron.org or 
facebook.com/CLCHebron. 

 Blessing of the Animals… In a tradition that goes back over 700 years, Christians 
worldwide celebrate the Feast of Saint Francis with a blessing of animals and prayers 
for creation. On Oct. 10 and 11, the Rev. Michael Phillippino, pastor of the Parish of 
the Good Shepherd, blessed animals for the parishioners of the Church of the Holy 
Family in Hebron and St. Columba in Columbia.

Public Invited to Series on Building Racial Reconciliation
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and the He-

bron Coalition on Diversity and Equity (CoDE) 
are offering “This is Sacred Ground: Building 
Racial Reconciliation through Education and 
Understanding.” This is a program for area resi-
dents to promote a greater understanding about 
race and culture.

The program consists of 11 sessions spread 
over a six-month period, online Monday eve-

nings starting Nov. 1. Each educational session 
will be moderated by professional scholars 
Walton Brown-Foster and Benjamin Foster Jr., 
and followed by small group discussions led by 
community volunteers.

Registration is open to anyone from Hebron 
and surrounding communities. To reserve a 
spot, email Carol at Cgeyer260@gmail.com.

Historical Society 
Program at Old Cemetery

The Hebron Historical Society will introduce 
veterans buried in the Old Cemetery on Wall 
Street, across from Ridge Road, on Sunday, 
Nov. 7, from 1-3 p.m. All are invited.

 The cemetery was deeded to the town in 1723 
by Obadiah Horsford for use as the Town Bury-
ing Ground. The historical society has located 
therein more than 45 veterans who served in the 
town’s First Militia, French & Indian War, Lex-
ington Alarm, Revolutionary War, Civil War 
and World War I. 

The event will be canceled in case of inclem-
ent weather. For more information, contact mer-
gonci65@comcast.net or Sue at 860-368-7463.
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
or

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 11/4/2021.
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QUALiTy SeAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Dine in or Take Out

Dine in 
Open
nOw!

Absentee Ballots Available for Election

Alzheimer’s Program
for Caregivers

November is National Family Caregivers 
Month and, in partnership with the Colchester 
Senior Center, the Commission on Aging invites 
all to a three-part series entitled “Living with Al-
zheimer’s: For Caregivers: Early Stages.” 

Kristopher Sortwell, MSW, CBIS, Eastern 
Region Director of Education and Outreach, Al-
zheimer’s Association Connecticut Chapter, will 
present the series via Zoom Mondays, Nov. 1, 8 
and 15, at 6 p.m.

This series is designed to provide practical 
answers to the questions that arise in the early 
stage. Learn what you can do to cope with the 
changes that come with an early-stage diagnosis.

Call the Colchester Senior Center for the 
Zoom link at 860-537-3911.

Car Wash for
Trail Restoration

Boy Scout Troop 72 Eagle Scout candi-
date Reed DelMastro will have a car wash 
Sunday, Oct. 31, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at the 
Advance Auto Parts parking lot on Linwood 
Avenue.

The purpose of the car wash is to raise 
funds to restore the Red Trail at Cohen’s 
Woods Park on MacDonald Road. The trail 
is frequently used by various individuals 
and groups throughout the community. The 
trail will be relocated, in sections, and the 
damaged bridge will be repaired and put 
back into its proper place.

Donations to the project fund are also 
welcome. Donations can be sent to Col-
chester Federated Church, 60 Main St., 
Colchester, CT 06415. Make checks out 
to “Troop 72 BSA” add the note “For Red 
Trail Repair.”

C3 Fall-Themed
Family Event

The parents of C3, the Collaborative for Col-
chester’s Children, will host a free fall-themed 
family event at Ruby Cohen Woodlands on 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, from 9-11 a.m. Families can 
make crafts, complete a scavenger hunt and 
take home a free book. Register at Colches-
terC3.org.

Bacon Welcomes
Eighth Grade Students 
Bacon Academy welcomes all current eighth-

grade students and their families to visit and 
tour the high school on Wednesday, Nov. 10, 
at 6 p.m. The annual showcase is open for all 
eighth-grade students who will be transitioning 
into high school for the 2022-2023 school year. 

Principal Matthew Peel will include an intro-
duction and an overview of Bacon Academy at 
6 p.m. in the Bacon Academy Franklin S “Doc” 
Gross Auditorium. Following the introduction, 
students and families are invited to tour the aca-
demic departments and meet the staff to learn 
about the different programs and courses that 
are offered at Bacon Academy.   

Conservation District Annual
Meeting and Awards Ceremony 

All are invited to join the Connecticut River 
Coastal Conservation District for its 74th annu-
al meeting at Cold Spring Farm, 46 Town Rd., 
on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 1-3 p.m.

The meeting will include a look back on the 
district’s 2020-21 accomplishments; a ceremo-
ny to honor its conservation award winners; and 
a talk and tour about cooperative projects with 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
sustainability initiatives, impacts of climate 
change, and farming through the pandemic. 

A brief business meeting will precede the 
program. After the tour, there will be time for 
refreshments and conversation, as well as to 
visit the farm’s market, which features products 
from the farm and other local businesses.

This event is free and open to the public. If 
interested in attending, RSVP to Sandy Weiss at 
860-346-3282 or sweiss@conservect.org. 

The awards to be presented at the meeting 
include: Tom O’Dell Outstanding District Ser-
vice to Jeff Folger, formerly with North Central 

Conservation District; Farm Cooperator to Cold 
Spring Farm, Jess Stone; Organization to New 
Britain Roots, Joey Listro; Special Merit to Ja-
net Brooks, Land Use Attorney; and Certificates 
of Appreciation to Chester Agricultural & Me-
chanical Society, Nancy McGee and Joe Santa-
niello, Information Technology Consultant.

The Connecticut River Coastal Conserva-
tion District, a nonprofit organization based 
in Middletown, works to conserve natural re-
sources through technical assistance and edu-
cation in Berlin, Chester, Clinton, Colchester, 
Cromwell, Deep River, Durham, East Haddam, 
East Hampton, Essex, Haddam, Hebron, Kill-
ingworth, Lyme, Madison, Marlborough, Mid-
dlefield, Middletown, New Britain, Newington, 
Old Lyme, Old Saybrook, Portland, Rocky Hill, 
Salem and Westbrook. Visit www.conservect.
org/ctivercoastal for more information about its 
programs and services.

The Colchester town clerk’s office has absen-
tee ballots for Nov. 2 municipal election avail-
able from now through Nov. 1.

For an application for a ballot, go to tinyurl.
com/95nwmskb. You must be a current Colches-
ter voter at the time of the application. After the 
town clerk’s office receives the completed ap-
plication, you will be given an absentee ballot 
to fill out. People who apply in person can fill 
out the ballot at that time or take it with you to 
return within the specified period.

There are multiple ways to deliver a fully 
filled-out ballot and enclosed envelopes. If de-
livered in person, it must be delivered to the 

town clerk no later than Monday, Nov. 1, at 4:30 
p.m.; if delivered in person by a family mem-
ber or qualified designee, it must reach the town 
clerk’s office by the end of polls on Election 
Day; if delivered by mail it must be received no 
later than 4:30 p.m. Election Day; and if placing 
in the Election Drop Box, it must be deposited 
by the end of polls on Election Day.

A qualified designee includes: a person car-
ing for you because of your illness, including 
but not limited to a licensed physician or a reg-
istered practical nurse; a police officer in Col-
chester; or a registrar of voters or deputy regis-
trar of voters in Colchester.

For more information, call the town clerk’s 
office at 860-537-7215.

Stars, Socks & Stripes
Bacon Academy senior Sam Blumberger is 

collecting new packages or pairs of socks for 
his “Stars, Socks & Stripes” sock donation 
drive, which will run until Friday, Nov. 5. 

Blumberger will donate the socks to the 
American Legion, with the goal of helping to 
keep area veterans warm during the winter.  

Donations will be collected at Bacon Acad-
emy, Cragin Memorial Library and Town Hall.  

Kyle’s Smile
Memorial 5K

A 5K race will be held Saturday, Oct. 30, 
to honor the memory of Kyle Ashley. Pro-
ceeds raised from the race will help support 
purchasing new playground equipment at 
the Colchester RecPlex.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. at Town 
Hall, rain or shine. To register and learn 
more about Kyle’s Smile, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department/pages/
kyles-smile-5k-road-race.
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Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

RE10-29-21

Call the 
Skyview Team 
to help you sell 

or buy your 
new home!

Happy
Halloween!

Bacon Soccer Star Organizes Sock Drive

 Bacon Academy’s senior soccer star 
Sam Blumberger has organized a sock 
drive for the fourth straight year.  

by Josh Howard
For the fourth year in a row, Bacon Acade-

my senior Sam Blumberger has organized the 
“Stars, Socks & Stripes” donation drive with 
the hopes of collecting as socks, which will be 
given to local military veterans.

Blumberger, who is a captain and leading 
scorer from the Bobcats soccer team, was in-
spired to start the program four years ago while 
visiting New Jersey for a soccer tournament.

“I saw people that were being affected and I 

wanted to try and help them out,” said Blum-
berger, who has military veterans in his family.

Over the years the charitable drive has grown 
in popularity, both in donations and locations 
to donate. 

“It’s very rewarding,” added Blumberger, 
who added he’d like to keep the drive going no 
matter where life takes him. “I definitely want 
this to continue after this year.”

Blumberger, who was born and raised in Col-
chester, will soon be wrapping up his senior 

season on the soccer field. He said the Bobcats, 
who won seven of eight games at home this sea-
son, have “really come together and gotten a lot 
better since the start of the season.”

Just like the team, the sock drive has come 
together, improving each year. Blumberger has 
been pleased that the donations have become 
more plentiful with each passing year.

New packages or single pairs of socks are 
welcomed and can be donated at three drop-off 
locations – Bacon Academy, Cragin Memorial 
Library and Town Hall – until Nov. 5.

The young philanthropist will then take the 
donated socks to the American Legion where 
they will be distributed to those in need, giv-
ing United States veterans warmth and comfort 
during the winter and beyond.

Blumberger added that over the years he’s 
donated countless pairs of his own socks and 
encourages others with the means to do so too. 
“It’s something that anybody can do and a way 
for people to give back for a good cause,” he 
said.

Town Has ARPA Funds Available
Colchester has $4.68 million in federal 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds avail-
able – and the money is open to the Colchester 
community at large.

 Those eligible include but are not limited 
to: local businesses, non-profits, youth ser-
vices, senior services, mental health agencies, 
town services, recreational staff, public safety 
officials, religious organizations, community-
based programs, agencies providing support for 
health disparities, programs addressing capac-
ity building efforts and town departments. If 
the request falls within the ARPA guidelines, 
the request will be considered. Recipients must 
demonstrate that funding use directly addresses 
a negative economic impact of the COVID-19 
public health emergency, including funds used 
for economic or workforce development.

To submit a request for ARPA funding, down-
load an application from tinyurl.com/4mejjhx6 
or pick one up from the first selectman’s office 
at Town Hall. Once completed, return it to the 
office or email it to ARPA@ColchesterCT.gov. 
You will be contacted when your application 
is received and you may be invited to join the 
ARPA Ad-Hoc Committee meeting when your 
application is being reviewed.

The ARPA Ad-Hoc Committee is comprised 
of members of the Long-Term Recovery Com-
mittee, the first selectman and liaisons from the 
Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, Planning 
and Zoning, and the Deputy Chief Financial Of-
ficer. The Colchester ARPA Ad-Hoc Committee 

will review and provide ARPA funding recom-
mendations to the Board of Selectmen. You will 
be contacted after a final funding decision has 
been made.

Examples of eligible uses: support public 
health response; address negative economic im-
pacts; investments in water and sewer; broad-
band infrastructure; municipal infrastructure; 
providing government services; payroll/ben-
efits for frontline workers; public health / safety 
employees; small business start-ups with costs 
associated with COVID-19 mitigation.

Funds cannot be used for: paying down un-
funded pension liabilities; applying as match-
ing funds toward other federal grants; or paying 
interest or principal on outstanding debt or con-
sent decrees/legal settlements.

For more information, email arpa@colches-
terct.gov.

Thanksgiving Drive
Rotary Foundation and Liberty Bank is again 

holding a Thanksgiving meal drive to help 
needy families in the Colchester community.

The foundation and Liberty Bank are joining 
forces with more than 40 Rotary clubs to supply 
a turkey and all the fixings for our neighbors in 
need. You can help by purchasing paper turkey 
legs at Noel’s and Westchester markets or by 
making a donation at any Liberty Bank branch.  
Liberty Bank’s foundation will add 25 cents for 
every dollar you give.  

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Todd Hatfield ABR®
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for small  
damage repair.
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Charge 2 mobile devices on the go!

The PowerAll charges everything from cameras & 
portable gaming systems to Smart Phones & Tablets. 

It can even jump start a car battery!
And it has an integrated flashlight that can be used 

either as a continuous torch light or as an emergency 
“SOS” flashing signal light, all this in a compact, 

lightweight design.
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Heavy Duty 
Lawn & Garden Batteries
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$2995starting 
at Floor Liners

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00-5:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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 The usual hope, when starting physical therapy, is that the 
treatment will eliminate pain. But while there are some types 
of pain that cannot be completely resolved, almost all can 
be managed with the right therapy routine. Conditions such 
as fibromyalgia, sciatica, or plantar fasciitis are only a few 
conditions that cause chronic pain. A physical therapists’ 
hands-on approach will adjust the manual therapies and 
exercises to accommodate a patient’s specific conditions, 
refining the techniques to provide the most benefit with the 
least amount of discomfort. Modalities such as electrical 
nerve stimulation, heat, cold or ultrasound may help to 
reduce pain symptoms. A skilled physical therapist will also 
educate patients on their conditions and their approach will 
affect their overall health. 
 Coping with disability and the accompanying discomfort 
for which many patients suffer either from injury or 
illness is difficult to manage. However, with the assistance, 
guidance and encouragement from our professional staff, 
patient-clients learn to better cope with disability leading to 
more successful control of their symptoms and improving 
their way of life. Hands-on care, patient education and 
supportive appropriate professional guidance of exercise, 
posture control and home programs will lead to better 
control of uncomfortable symptoms. Remember, you 
have the right to choose where you receive care, 
where it is convenient and the most comprehensive. 
ECRC-Physical Therapy “Experience you can trust to 
get results.” 
P.S. For some intractable nerve pain physical therapists 
sometimes use sensory re-education to desensitize the 
nervous system.

Fire Calls
From Oct. 17-23, the Colchester Hayward 

Fire Department responded to 43 calls: 35 
emergency medical calls, seven fire/fire-related 
calls, and one motor vehicle crash (a single-car 
rollover). Calls included:

Fire: outside fire, one; vehicle fire, two; 
smoke investigation, one; fire alarm, two. 

CHFD provided mutual aid twice last week, 
both to East Hampton. It received it once, from 
many surrounding towns, who all responded 
to the fatal crash at Parum and Lake Hayward 
roads.

Medical: sick person, nine; fall injury, four; 
cardiac distress, two; mental disorder, one; dif-
ficulty breathing, five; lift assist, one; diabetic 
emergency, two; injured person, three; uncon-
scious, one; seizure, one; stroke, one; abdomi-
nal pain, two; medical alarm, one.

CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 
seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker 
signs are also available to order in blue or green, 
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are 
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., 
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘de-
partments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

Scarecrow Voting Info
Scarecrows are back on the Town Green, and 

voting is live via bit.ly/22ndscarecrowvoting. 
This event is cohosted by the Colchester Busi-

ness Association and Colchester Parks and Rec-
reation. People can cast their votes for funniest, 
scariest, and most imaginative scarecrow. Voting 
will run through Oct. 31, and the winners will be 
announced in the first week of November. 

If you can’t make it on the green to see the 
scarecrows in person, all entries are available for 
viewing in a gallery at the link above. 

Youth Basketball 
Registration Closes Soon 

Registration is open for students in Grades 
1 through high school to participate in the 
Recreation or Travel basketball programs of-
fered by Colchester Youth Basketball. 

Registration for the Travel program closes 
Oct. 31, 2021 and registration for the Recre-
ation program closes Nov. 13.

Register at www.colchesterbasketball.org.

Scouting for Food
Scouting for Food (SFF) is the local area’s 

Boy Scout Troop and Cub Packs food collection 
drive to help Colchester’s needy families. 

The Colchester Scouts will distribute yellow 
plastic bags for the collection of non-perishable 
food donations to Colchester homes on Oct. 30. 
There will be a listing of items that can be do-
nated on or in each bag. 

Collection of donations done by the Scouts 
will be the following Saturday, Nov. 6, from 9 
a.m.-noon. All non-perishable items should be 
put outside before 9 a.m. next to mailboxes or 
in a place where Boy Scouts passing by on the 
street will see the donated items.

Scouting For Food items collected will be 
brought directly to the Colchester Food Bank.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. Items marked with a (Z) are via Zoom, and 
those marked with a (CC) are via conference call.

Monday, Nov. 1: 8:30 a.m., Garden Club; 9 
a.m., Making Memories, Exercise with Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 
p.m., Mah Jongg; 1 p.m., Bridge; 6 p.m., Al-
zheimer’s Association Caregiver Series Part 1 (Z).

Tuesday, Nov. 2: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:15 a.m., Blood Pressure Clinic; 9:45 a.m., Tai 
Chi; 10 a.m., Bus Rides to the Polls; 12:30 p.m., 
Pinochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo; 2 p.m., New to Medi-
care Program (Z or CC).

Wednesday, Nov. 3: 8:30 a.m., Walking Group 
meet-up at the Air Line Trail in Amston; 9 a.m., 
Making Memories Program; 10 a.m., Adult Col-
oring, Sit & Be Fit; 1:30 p.m., Line Dancing; 2 
p.m., MSP & LIS Program (Z or CC); 7 p.m., 
AARP Coping with Caregiving Through Laugh-
ter (Z).

Thursday, Nov. 4: 9 a.m., Exercise with Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; 

noon, chair massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 
p.m., Knit & Crochet; 6:30 p.m., Town Meeting 
at WJJMS re: Senior Center; 7 p.m., AARP Get-
ting and Staying Out of Debt.

Friday, Nov. 5: 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit, Hearing 
Screening by appointment; 11 a.m., yoga; 1:30 
p.m., Choral Group, Bingo. 

Upcoming Programs: Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Caregivers Zoom Series: Mondays, Nov. 
1-15, 6 p.m. November is National Family Care-
givers Month, and the Colchester Commission 
on Aging invites all to a three-part series entitled 
“Living with Alzheimer’s: for Caregivers: Early 
Stages” Kristopher Sortwell, the Eastern Region 
director of education and outreach with the Al-
zheimer’s Association, Connecticut Chapter will 
be guest speaker throughout the series. Call the 
center for the Zoom links for these presentations.

CRT and
Catholic Teaching

All are invited on Thursday, Nov. 4, at 7 p.m., 
at St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave., as 
Deacon Michael Puscas conducts an interactive 
session exploring critical race theory and the 
teachings of the Catholic Church as it relates to 
people’s everyday lives.

CYSS News and Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or more information, contact CYSS 
at 860-537-7255 or youthservices@colches-
terct.gov. Register for programs online at www.
colchesterct.gov/youth-social-services. 

Youth Action Council: Thursdays, 2:15-4 
p.m., for grades 7-12. As a member of the coun-
cil, students will have the opportunity to engage 
with town leaders, travel to regional conferenc-
es, create activities for teens, and more. Regis-
ter online. 

Also, the council will take a trip to Empower 
Adventure Park in South Windsor, preceded by 
pizza at the Youth Center. The trip will be from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Meet at the youth center.

Dinner & A Movie: Friday, Nov. 12, 4-9:30 
p.m., for grades 7-12. Fee: $25. Join CYSS 
for dinner at Ruby Tuesday and then a private 
showing of Eternals at the Lisbon movie the-
ater. Dinner is included in the fee. Extra money 
for movie snacks is optional.

Urban Air: Wednesday, Nov. 24, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m., for grades 6-10. Fee: $37. Spend the day 
at Urban Air in Orange, featuring bumper-cars, 
laser tag, a trampoline park and more. Pizza 
lunch and jump socks are included in the fee.

Robotics Team
Seeking Members

The Robocats First Robotics Competition 
Team 1699 is rebuilding – and is seeking all 
Colchester high school students interested in 
engineering, programming, electronics, and/or 
general mechanics.

No experience needed. Check out Robo-
cats1699.org for more information and, if inter-
ested, email FRCteam1699@gmail.com.

New Online Offering
for Town Clerk

Cloud-based software provider Permitium 
and the Colchester town clerk’s office have an-
nounced the office is now utilizing VitalDirec-
tor, an online solution that offers the citizens of 
Colchester the ability to manage the processing, 
payment, and issuance of birth, death and mar-
riage certificates online. 

Visit the town clerk’s page at www.colches-
terct.gov for more information.

New Enrollee in
Honors Program

Eastern Connecticut State University’s com-
petitive Honors Program admitted 23 new stu-
dents this fall 2021 semester – including Paula 
Yanez, a first-year student from Colchester who 
majors in biochemistry.

See More Colchester News on page 24
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232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
We

Sell!

34 Williams Crossing – Go green with 
solar! Very clean 3 bedroom 2 bath country 
Cape, fully furnished and yes all furniture 
is negotiable. Partially finished lower level 
offers added utility, and of course low utility 

Lebanon $317,000

Call Paul for details 
860-537-5400

cost thanks to solar panels. Set on 1.48 acres idyllic setting. 

Reduced to Sell

Inventory has never been lower.
Now is the best time to list!

Call Today!!

laRge 96 ac faRm w/ outbuildingS

60-63 Williams Road – A once in a lifetime 
opportunity to own this 96.06 acre farm surrounded by 
Pachaug State Forest. Complete w/ 4 large outbldngs & 
clean well built colonial home w/ finished walk out LL. 
Most land is cleared & hayed annually 2 large chicken 

VoLuntoWn  $774,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

coops (1 rented) & shed. Lots can be sold separately. Call for details.

new at HigHwood ciRcle!

3 Highwood Circle – Homes at 
Highland Woods don’t last and for 
good reason. 3 Generous bedrooms, 
HW floors, professionally landscaped 
yard. Low HOA fees and close to 

CoLCHeSteR  $309,900

Call nick for details
860-334-2868

town, highways and 2 award-winning casinos.

4 bed RancH Quiet cul-de-Sac

31 Louis Lane – Quiet cul-de-sac 
location, hardwood floors, open 
floor plan, fire place, privacy, 
remodeled kitchen, newer roof.

CoLCHeSteR $244,900

For more info, text
nick Long 860-334-2868
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Sales, Parts & Service

Fully Stocked
trailer Parts department

451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT
just off rte 2

860-603-2368 R
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“Dutch Does It Better”
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Serving you and giving back to the 
community since 1997!

Professional Installations:
Central Air Conditioning

Propane Pool Heaters
Boilers/Furnaces

Water Heaters
Mini-Split Systems

Oil Tank Replacements
Propane Fireplace Inserts

Kohler Generators
Duct Cleanings • Automatic Deliveries

24/7 Emergency Service
Price Protection Programs

And so much more!!

Contact Dutch Oil & Propane
at 860-873-3876 or

visit us at www.DutchOil.com

CT Lic. # S1-303161 HOD#310 HOD#909

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Paul A Catalano CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
Bus: 860-537-3338

Metro: 860-889-1300
www.catalanoins.comPaul A Catalano CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent

Bus: 860-537-3338
www.insurect.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at 7:00 
P.M. in the Senior Center.  
APPLICATION #ZBA-5-21 – David C. Gates (applicant/property 
owner) 76 Keirstead Circle Assessor/ Map 6 Block 26 Lot 64 - is 
seeking variance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, 
Article Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three 
A.5 Reduction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article 
Three A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 1 a Front 
Yard Setback, Article Six D.1.b Side Yard Setback, Article Six 
D.1.c Rear Yard Setback, & Article Six D.4 Maximum Building 
Coverage in order to construct a single family house with a 
Front Yard Setback of 48 feet and a Rear Yard Setback of 25 
feet where 50 feet is required, and a shed with a 7.5  foot Side 
Yard Setback where 15 feet is required and a 7.5 foot Rear Yard 
Setback where 50 feet is required, and a driveway turnaround 
area with an 8 foot Side Yard Setback where 15 feet is required, 
and a driveway lead-in with a 10 foot Side Yard Setback where 
15 feet is required.
Interested parties can review the application materials on the 
Town of Marlborough Website marlboroughct.net then go to 
meetings & agendas click on Agendas then go to Zoning Board 
of Appeals. Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours 
ahead of the public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.
net, and oral testimony may be given during the public hearing.

2TB 10/29, 11/5
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Turf Comes to Vote Next Week 
by Sloan Brewster

The proposed $3.56 million artificial turf 
field at RHAM High School is going to referen-
dum on Election Day next week.

Assuming the project comes in at the $3.56 
million estimate, Andover taxpayers with a 
home assessed at the town’s $250,000 median 
would pay $65 more in taxes per year, Hebron’s 
taxpayers, with a home assessed at $210,510, 
would pay $52 more; and Marlborough taxpay-
ers, with a home assessed at $250,000 would 
see a $71 increase on their yearly bills, RHAM 
Board of Education member Joseph O’Connor 
said in a phone call Tuesday.

O’Connor added that now is a good time 
to make the expense, as bonding for the high 
school and middle school building project is on 
the verge of expiration.

At an informational session on the proposal 
in August, Interim Schools Superintendent 
Scott Leslie said the estimate was “really is a 
ceiling” and that if costs come in lower than 
predicted, the district would not add in other 
items but would instead take out a lower bond.

In addition to the installation of the artifi-
cial turf field to replace the current grass field, 
which has drainage issues, the project also in-
cludes a new eight-lane track, lighting and the 
potential for future expansion, O’Connor said.

The current track, has reached its expected 
lifespan and, like the field also gets flooded, 
O’Connor said at the info session. Ponds of wa-

ter sit on the surface after rain and freeze in cold 
weather, leading to heaving.

Built more than 29 years ago, the competition 
field was the victim of “improper construction,” 
O’Connor said. Drainage issues plague the field 
and have caused game cancellations and relo-
cations. Tuesday O’Connor and Board Chair 
Kathleen Goodwin said a soccer game sched-
uled had been axed due to the rain and senior 
night, which was also to take place Tuesday, 
was rescheduled to Nov. 4.  

O’Connor and Goodwin also said board 
member and president of the RHAM Athlet-
ics Boosters Vincent Colonna, Jr., who passed 
away in April, advocated for the turf field for 
years and getting it was “one of his dreams.”

“The Board of Ed, in his legacy, is trying to 
support the turf,” Goodwin said. 

She recalled Colonna bringing up the wet and 
soggy field repeatedly at meetings and bemoan-
ing the need to move tournament and home-
coming games. 

Since deciding in August to add the question 
of turf to the November ballot, the board has 
met with boards in the three towns and held 
informational session and a district meeting on 
the proposal. Feedback, O’Connor and Good-
win said, has been mostly positive.

Athletes and their families, who have had 
their own experiences with taking time out of 
their lives to prepare for and get to games only 

to have them rescheduled due to a wet field, 
are very interested in having the new field in-
stalled, Goodwin said. Young families have also 
expressed an interest as their children will also 
benefit from the field.  

If the referendum fails, it will be a long time 
before a similar proposal is brought up and the 
board would be forced to “figure out how to 
spend money to fix the current field,” Goodwin 
said. 

“Our hope is that people support it,” she said.
O’Connor, said he had been advocating for 

the project for nearly a decade and while “no-
body wants to lay out millions of dollars for a 
project” he believes it’s the best option for the 
community and that “the kids deserve it.”

O’Connor said he has heard concerns from 
people about turf causing injuries, but that “the 
data doesn’t support that.”

According to an article entitled “Artificial 
Turf Versus Natural Grass,” by James E. Voos, 
MD, that was in the fall 2019 publication of 
Innovations in Orthopaedics, physician-re-
searchers from University Hospitals (UH), Case 
Western Reserve University and UH Sports 
Medicine Institute analyzed data collected by 
26 high school athletic trainers during the 2017-
2018 athletic seasons.

The researchers found athletes were 58 per-
cent more likely to sustain an injury while per-

forming on artificial turf. 
“Injury rates were significantly higher for 

football, girls’ and boys’ soccer, and rugby 
athletes,” the articles states. “Lower extremity, 
upper extremity, and torso injuries were also 
found to occur with a higher incidence on ar-
tificial turf.” 

RHAM is among a handful of schools in the 
region without artificial turf, O’Connor said.

“I believe in the facts,” he said “The facts are 
showing all these schools are going with syn-
thetic turf; the majority of the reasons are to 
benefit the students.”  

He said artificial turf would allow for earlier 
and later seasons.

Other benefits he has described include hav-
ing the ability to play in wet and frozen con-
ditions, the possibility for increasing sports 
programming and participation, lower mainte-
nance costs, increased groundwater recharge 
and no need for mowing, striping, aeration or 
topdressing.

The field would also be open to local sport 
groups in the region, he said.

“There’s a lot of misconceptions too, that the 
project is the Taj Mahal; it’s not the Taj Mahal,” 
he said. “I just don’t believe in kicking this can 
any more down the road.” 

serving on the Board of Directors for RHAM 
Youth Football and Cheerleading. 

In 2017, when RHAM Middle School Cheer 
was at risk of not having a season, she said she 
trained and became coach. Summerer is also an 
active member of the Gilead Hill Congregation-
al Church and serves on various committees.

Summerer said she had received the Whitney 
M. Young Jr. Service Award by The Boy Scouts 
of America and the President’s Award from the 
East Hartford Chamber of Commerce.

She served as chairman of the East Hartford 
Chamber of Commerce and was on the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Middlesex Chamber of 
Commerce. She currently serves as a Trustee 
for the Connecticut River Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and is a member of the St. Joseph’s 
College Women’s Leadership Center steering 
committee.

A more than 20-year resident of Hebron with 
two children in the district, Summerer said she 
is running because she believes in contributing 
to the community.

If elected, she said she will “bring a different 
perspective and add value.”

She said she is interested in equity and inclu-

sion regardless of students’ interests. 
If elected she will focus on hiring a new su-

perintendent and on continued health challeng-
es resulting from the pandemic. 

Replacing the ballfield is another important 
issue, she added.

“We need to decide how to bring this valu-
able resource to a standard that keeps students 
in the school district and contributes to the com-
munity,” she said

Summerer said she has experience listen-
ing and collaborating with people from diverse 
backgrounds and differing opinions and be-
lieves in the importance of listening and learn-
ing about concerns to find solutions.

Benson-Clarke did not respond to emailed 
requests to answer questions about her candi-
dacy. 

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals held a 
Regular Meeting at 7 pm on October 18, 2021 via Virtual Meet-
ing (Zoom), to consider the following:
A. Application ZBA-21-009, Richard Fielding, 30 South 
Main Street, Application for Variance to reduce front setback 
from 50’ to 18.8’ to reconstruct and expand existing garage. 
Map 07A/Block 55/ Lot 29 - Approved
B. Application ZBA-21-010, Global 66, LLC. 265 West High 
Street, Application for Variance to Increase allowed size of 
façade mounted sign from 198 sq. ft. to 290 sq. ft. and to allow 
the sign to be internally illuminated. Map 06/ Block 12/ Lot 
9 - Approved
C. Application ZBA-21-011, Richard Vesce, 62 Main St, 
Application for Variance to allow additional dwelling unit on 
ground floor in Village Center Zone. Map 02A/ Block 47/ Lot 
30 - Approved
Matthew Walton, Chairman

1TB 10/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

Public notice is hereby given that the Town Council will consider 
a waiver of the bidding procedure at the Town Council’s regular 
meeting on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., in the 
Town Hall Council Chambers, 1 Community Drive, East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424 and via Zoom. Said waiver is requested by the 
Board of Education pursuant to the East Hampton Purchasing 
Ordinance #12.07, Section 7, for a one-year extension to the 
school bus transportation contract.  The Zoom login information 
will be included with the agenda posted on the Town website 
prior to the meeting.

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
James Brown, Chairman

Dean Markham, Vice Chairman
Tim Feegel

Derek Johnson
Barbara Moore
Mark Philhower

Kevin Reich 1TB 10/29

★ School Board cont. from page 3

AHM Health Matters
Fall Workshops

AHM Youth and Family Services is hold-
ing registration for the following fall-themed 
Health Matters activities: 

Gutta Art Workshop (teens), Nov. 2, 6-7:30 
p.m.; Vision Board Workshop (all ages), Nov. 8, 
5:30-6:30 p.m.; Yes Paste Art Workshop (teens) 
from 6-7:30 p.m.; Amaryllis Workshops, Nov. 
18, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and Nov. 20, 10-10:45 a.m. 

For class descriptions and to register, go to 
www.ahmyouth.org. COVID-19 safety proto-
cols will be followed. 

AHM Online Holiday 
Auction Drawing Near

The time is drawing closer to kick off the 
2021 AHM Online Holiday Auction. This 
year’s auction will benefit AHM programs and 
services for children, teens, young adults, fami-
lies and seniors. The online bidding will start on 
Nov. 17 and will end Dec. 1. 

This year’s auction will feature Cape Cod 
and Newport vacation packages, sports, dining, 
and entertainment packages, artwork by local 
artists, children’s gifts, firewood, a Connecticut 
Teachers retirement consultation, gifts for wine 
and coffee lovers, a one-of-a-kind hand built 
wooden canoe, and more. Other holiday gifts 
for children and adults are being added daily. If 
interested in donating a new item or serving as 
a business sponsor for the auction, visit ahmy-
outh.org/fundraisers-events/holiday-auction.

AHM is a regional charity serving the towns-
people of Andover, Columbia, Hebron, and 
Marlborough. AHM provides child and family 
counseling, mentoring, youth theater, a family 
resource center, CHOREs, TASKs, Health Mat-
ters, Juvenile Review Board, SMART Recov-
ery, Project Graduation, School-Based Social 
Work, and Prevention Programs and many other 
services.

For more information, or to select an item 
to donate from the gift registry, contact Joel 
Rosenberg at Joelr@ahmyouth.org or call 860-
228-9488.

Like
us on 

Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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Tim Feegel, Service Manager

Tim’s Tips

1) Fill up your gas tank and make ATM runs before sunset.
2) Always park in well lit areas.
3) Signing up for AAA is always a great idea and makes
a great gift for a young driver!
4) Unlock your doors if you are immediately getting out of the car.
5) Pay attention to your surroundings and as always...

...heads up and phones down — stay safe, friends!

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm Open on Saturdays for emissions 
testing by appointment only

It’s Fall and it’s starting to get dark earlier so 
here are some tips to stay safe this season:
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Stay Safe This Season!

Emissions are done by appointment and by walk-in,
but appointments get first priority.

Call us to schedule at 860-267-7222 during these hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm & Saturday 8:00am-1:00pm

EMISSIONS APPOINTMENTS

Every Council Member Seeking Reelection 
by Jack Lakowsky

The ongoing pandemic, use of stimulus dol-
lars, water infrastructure and quality improve-
ments, marijuana retail in East Hampton and 
more are due to come across the East Hampton 
Town Council’s table in the next two years. 

All Democrats- Chair Pete Brown, Vice 
Chair Dean Markham, members Kevin Reich, 
Derek Johnson and Barbara Moore- are seeking 
to retain the majority on the council. 

The council’s two Republicans, Mark Phil-
hower and Tim Feegle, are also running again. 
Two new Republicans have joined them, Bran-
don Goff and Alison Walck. 

Should all four Republicans prevail, power 
on the council could shift to the right. Demo-
crats took the majority in 2019. 

Residents can cast their vote Nov. 2 from 6 
a.m.-8 p.m. at East Hampton Middle School, 19 
Childs Rd. 

Democrats
In letters to the Rivereast and in their inter-

views, council Democrats named as main ac-
complishments the passing of a 2020-21 budget 
with a 0% mill rate increase, the unanimous 
passing of the 2021-22 budget, adding staff to 
local schools, library, and police, and funding 
Chromebooks for district students, a resource 
which proved invaluable during the pandemic. 

Council leader Pete Brown, 78, said improv-
ing the town’s water quantity and quality short-
fall is his major reason for seeking a sixth term 
on the council. 

“While I understand and know this is a very 
expensive proposition to tackle, we have to 
start taking concrete steps towards a viable wa-
ter source for East Hampton,” Brown told the 
Rivereast. 

Brown was a volunteer firefighter in town for 
decades, served on the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and was a part-time member of the police 
department for 12 years. He’s been in town for 
more than 70 years. 

Brown said to have a viable, vibrant business 
area, the town must invest in water and sewer 
system projects. 

Earlier this year, Brown started a bipartisan 
subcommittee to study and decide steps on how 
to deal with East Hampton’s water situation. 

At the time of his interview, Brown said a re-
quest-for-proposals (RFQ) document had been 
drafted. 

In a follow-up call Tuesday, Town Manager 
David Cox said it has since gone out. 

Currently, the town is working with a firm 
to finalize the scope of the work, reviewing 
the town’s engineering reports and working to 
get to a point where the town is ready to make 
moves on a first project. 

Cox expects to present findings to the council 
in November. 

With 3.7 million in stimulus money from the 
American Rescue Plan- around half of which 
has been sent to the town- Brown said now is 
prime time to invest in projects. 

Brown said the Democrat-led council has 
minimized tax increases as well, averaging 
.69% in the last two years. 

Barbara Moore, a resident since 1971, has 
been involved in local politics since 1997, first 
elected to the Board of Finance, eventually 
becoming chair. She’s been on the council for 
nearly a decade. 

Moore is also vice chair of the local Preven-
tion Partnership, a program which works to re-
duce youth drug use. 

Moore, 74, will serve both in this role and, if 
reelected, on the council which will steer how 
East Hampton approaches legal marijuana op-
erations in the future. Right now, the town has 
a moratorium in place as officials learn more to 
make informed decisions. 

When asked if her role in the partnership 
could open up accusations of conflict of inter-
est, Moore said no, it wouldn’t. 

“It’s a plus to see both sides of it,” Moore 
said. 

Moore said a nonstarter for her would be any-
thing that makes it easier for youth to buy weed. 
She also said partnership members don’t look to 
villainize marijuana. 

In Rivereast ads and in interviews, Republi-

cans said stimulus money needs to be used for 
one-off expenses and capital needs, not recur-
ring expenses the town will take on, or have to 
cut, when funds run out. 

One local group calling for help is the East 
Hampton Ambulance Association, which has 
been struggling to get, and retain, volunteers, 
an issue the pandemic worsened. The associa-
tion has asked the town for $600,000 to fund 
new paid positions, planning eventually to be 
funded by the town. 

Moore is president of the association. 
Moore said though it would need to be a care-

ful, deliberative process, it would be “worth-
while” to look into the association’s request. 

In a council meeting Tuesday Donald Scran-
ton, chief of the ambulance association, decried 
what he called the council members’ “politici-
zation” of emergency services, though he did 
not specify who. 

However, interviews were conducted well 
in advance of this, so the Rivereast was unable 
to incorporate this information into its discus-
sions. 

Kevin Reich, 71 and also a veteran of the 
council, said he envisions stimulus money be-
ing used for capital items, water, infrastructure, 
sidewalks, items which, if funded by outside 
dollars, will relieve taxpayers. 

Reich was a teacher and then assistant su-
perintendent of Belltown schools, working for 
more than 40 years in the district. 

He has served 8 years on council, is former 
president of the Rotary Club and sits on the 
Board of Directors of Middlesex United Way. 

Reich said he prides himself on being thor-
ough and prepared for all council discussions. 

“I’ve worked with thousands of people 
throughout my career,” Reich told the Rivereast. 
“In my experience, success is being able to 
work well with people, to be able to understand 
their concerns and try to offer some solutions to 
move forward.”

Last year, the council approved a contract 
with a firm that used a new, biology-based 
treatment of Lake Pocotopaug to deal with al-
gal blooms. Last summer, in the initial round 
of treatment and aeration, the lake did not close 
once, a first in recent memory. 

This year, however, Sears Park closed a few 
times due to toxic algal presence. 

When asked his thoughts on this, Reich said 
he’s not a scientist and so “not the best to an-
swer” questions about lake health, he said this 

summer there were heavy rainfall and two ma-
jor storms. 

Reich cited the town’s purchase of property 
in the watershed, which will enable it to bet-
ter monitor and control pollutants, adding the 
council’s dedication to the nine-point plan for 
improving the lake’s health is another benefit. 

Derek Johnson, 64, has served several terms 
on the council, and said to serve on the town’s 
executive board has been a privilege. 

Johnson, an attorney and economist who 
teaches at the University of Connecticut and 
also sits on the director’s board of Epoch Arts, 
said an accomplishment of his time on the coun-
cil has been the multitude of unanimous votes. 

Johnson said the Democrat-majority council 
has kept mill rate increases low in the face of 
financial pressures and expenditures, including 
the pandemic and the $19 million the town has 
to pay for the new town hall. 

Along with Brown, Johnson sits on the water 
subcommittee, and said it’s been in touch with 
the state about grant funding. 

Johnson said, should the GOP prevail next 
week, he worries there’d be an “unfortunate 
diminishment of support of critically needed 
services.”

He said a frequent stance of Republicans is 
keeping taxes low, but that in two years of a 
Democratic council the mill rate, and so prop-
erty taxes, have averaged lower than they did 
under four years of Republican leadership. 

Johnson said, for example, the previous Re-
publican majority council did not approve fund-
ing for school Chromebooks, while Democrats 
did. Schools used Chromebooks extensively last 
school year as students had to learn at home. 

Finally, Dean Markham, 73, who served as 
East Hampton’s state representative in Hartford 
from 1979 to 1993 – serving alongside East 
Hampton native Gov. Bill O’Neill – said Re-
publicans cut the Chromebooks twice when in 
the majority.  

Markham said had the current council not 
funded the computers, the pandemic would 
have been more devastating than it already is 
to students. 

Like Johnson, Markham said he’s proud 
to have a town budget that passed both the fi-
nance board and council unanimously, and of 
a school board budget with just one dissenting 
vote. Both received voter approval after a single 
referendum. 

Markham, who is seeking a third term on the 
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The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

council, also served on the finance board for 
four years, and in the 1970’s served as chair of 
the Democratic Town Committee. 

Markham said after the council voted to re-
instate a police officer’s position cut years ago, 
the department’s overtime costs reduced. 

East Hampton, with lake cleanup, water 
system improvements and cleaning up local 
brownfields, has some imposing -and likely 
pricey- projects coming to fruition. 

Markham said these projects, and pursuing 
their completion, indicate a “town in transition.

“East Hampton is on the cusp of being rec-
ognized in the same league as Avon or Glaston-
bury,” said Markham. 

Markham said people moving to town come 
for quality schools, but also want better services 
and improvements to the Village Center. 

Republicans
Tim Feegel, a Republican incumbent, is 

looking to earn a third term on the council. Fee-
gel has a master’s degree in mechanical engi-
neering and is the manager of Belltown Motors. 
He said he’s proud to live and work in town, and 
that he rarely goes beyond town limits. 

Feegel said he’s proud to have presided over 
the building of the new town hall/police station, 
that the old town hall had been outgrown and 
was causing disarray among departments. 

“I understand people were against it, but it re-
ally was a good move,” Feegel explained. 

Feegel said, if reelected, he wants to look 
into rising sewer costs from the Water Pollu-
tion Control Authority (WPCA), operator of the 
East Hampton and Colchester systems. 

Users were hit with another increase this 
year, which Feegel called an “extreme jump.”

Feegel said this year’s hike, and last year’s, 
were caused at least in part by the WPCA’s not 
raising prices for “a long time” and that it had 
no slush funds.

Feegel said, although he’s going to try and 
figure a way to reduce the burden on ratepayers, 
he does expect prices to plateau at some point. 

The Republican on the water subcommittee, 
Feegel said along with possibly using federal 
stimulus money, he also wants to get as much 
state and grant money as possible. 

“Now is the time to move forward because 
we have funds, but they will dry up,” Feegel 
said. “We need to make sure we have good 
drinking water.”

Feegel said work should start at the Village 
Center, which will draw businesses and make it 
more of a “hub.”

Feegel said this issue has been kicked down 
the road in the past, but that it’s imperative to 
avoid doing so this go-round. 

Feegel, 54, said he’s proud of the council’s 
and the Conservation-Lake Commission work 

cleaning up the lake. 
He said although he was somewhat disap-

pointed at this year’s algal blooms, he said the 
contractor was transparent about this being a 
possibility during the first years of treatment. 

“The lake is our town’s crown jewel,” Feegel 
said. “I look forward to continuing to work on 
this.”

Incumbent and self-described most conserva-
tive member of the council Mark Philhower, 
61, has been on the council 10 years, and has 
been in local civic service for upwards of 30, 
chairing the Planning and Zoning Commission 
as well. 

For a decade, he represented Belltown in 
the Midstate Regional Planning Agency, now 
called the Lower Connecticut River Council of 
Governments (RiverCOG). 

Philhower named as a major success his 
“speeding-up” the town’s implementing its Plan 
of Conservation and Development (POCD), 
bringing it to compliance after a decade-long 
delay. 

Another accolade, Philhower said, was help-
ing to “clean-up” the building department. He 
said a few years ago, he made noise about se-
vere permitting delays and poor customer ser-
vice and was “poo-pooed.”

He said, when other members were bombard-
ed with phone calls, the problem was handled, 
resulting in the removal of one employee and 
the resignation of another. 

Now, Philhower said, the department is “phe-
nomenal.”

Philhower said he’s on the fence about pot 
sales in East Hampton, and that he’ll likely 
defer to the town’s consensus. He said having 
grown up in the 70’s when more stigma was at-
tached to marijuana, he’d “really want to hear 
from the town on this.”

Philhower was the one vote against the new 
town hall, saying he thinks the building is beau-
tiful, but that he doesn’t like the location, that 
a town headquarters should be more visible to 
drivers. 

He also said he felt developers weren’t clear 
enough when itemizing costs of construction, 
and that he eventually discovered a pair of 
$40,000 water heaters not included in discus-
sions, items he had removed from the budget. 

In the next two years, Philhower wants to take 
a good look at town infrastructure and capital 
needs, including sewer plant infrastructure and 
the Company #1 firehouse on Barton Hill Road. 

“I want to weigh the cost,” Philhower said. 
“Would it be cheaper to renovate, or build a new 
facility?” 

Neither Republican newcomer, Goff nor 
Walck, returned the Rivereast’s requests for in-
terviews.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

RE 6-11-21

& more

Turkey Dinner
The Ladies Aid of Haddam Neck Congrega-

tional Church will hold a take-out turkey dinner 
Saturday, Oct. 30, starting at 5 p.m., at the Had-
dam Neck Congregational Church, 408 Quarry 
Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. 

The meal will feature turkey with all the trim-
mings, as well as apple cider and dessert. Cost 
is $15/person. For information, call Franky Dal-
las at 860-267-4513 or Melissa Pionzio at 860-
993-5311.

Hope Church
Trunk-or-Treat

Hope Church in East Hampton is hosting a 
free Trunk-or-Treat event Saturday, Oct. 30, 
from 3-5 p.m. Visit cthope.com/events for more 
information and to register for tickets. 

For more information, email Mishael Deigh-
ton at mdeighton@cthope.com.

Haunted House
and Zombie Hayride

Epoch Arts will continue its Haunted 
House and Hayride this Friday and Saturday, 
Oct. 29 and 30, from 7-10 p.m. each night, at 
Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

This year’s theme is Into the Void and the 
Epoch zombies will be back to scare folks 
on the hayride. Guests can also visit the 
Haunted House, Abandoned Abyss, the Bot-
tomless Bog or the Cosmic Chaos room. 

Online reservations are required; visit 
www.epocharts.org to reserve a spot. Masks 
are required inside the Haunted House.

Congregational Church 
News & Notes

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., holds in-per-
son services every Sunday at 10 a.m. For the 
fully vaccinated, mask-wearing is not mandato-
ry; those not fully vaccinated should continue to 
wear masks and practice social distancing. All 
are encouraged to wear a mask when indoors 
at the church. All services can be accessed via 
Zoom by going to the website at cc-eh.org. 

The Sunday School classes will have a Hal-
loween workshop Oct. 31.

Nursery care is available during Sunday ser-
vices for children under 3 years old.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church 
office at 860-267-4959 during office hours, 
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m. In case of 
pastoral emergencies, Rev. Jim Latimer can be 
reached at 610-568-2480.

Local Artist’s
Work on Display

Local artist Rita Gibbons currently has her 
work on display at Middle Haddam Public Li-
brary, 2 Knowles Rd. Her work will be on dis-
play until Nov. 6.
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Dick’s Barber Shop
By Appointment Only

Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Much Experience Among Finance Board Hopefuls
by Jack Lakowsky

With one exception, all the candidates for 
Board of Finance have previously served on the 
body that’s second only to the Town Council in 
its authority over the town’s finances, whether 
incumbent or aspirant. 

In East Hampton, the finance board votes on 
the town and school district budgets before the 
council. When and if it goes through the board 
and reaches the council, the latter can lower the 
requested funding, but cannot raise it, whereas 
the finance board can raise or lower it. 

Incumbent Republicans Richard Brown and 
Alannah Coshow are joined by new candidate 
Russel Bonaccorso, current chair of the town’s 
Republican committee. 

Democrats again seeking a seat are Ted Turn-
er and Robert Hein. On their ticket is Kurt John 
Comisky, who though not an incumbent, has 
previously served on the board. 

Currently, the board is split 4-3, with a Dem-
ocratic majority.  

Residents can cast their vote Nov. 2 from 6 
a.m. to 8 p.m. at East Hampton Middle School, 
19 Childs Rd.

GOP
Two-year chair of the East Hampton Repub-

lican Town Committee Russel Bonaccorso has 
not held a town-elected position before. The 
committee voted him chair in its last election. 

Bonaccorso, who works in the state military 
department, working in administrative over-
sight of the state’s U.S. Coast Guard personnel 
and is a 30-year U.S. Army Reservist who holds 
the rank of colonel, committed to transparency. 

He said in his job, he deals in lengthy, de-
tailed contracting processes. Transparency, he 
said, is key to completing this work. 

“I’m not the Republican against all spending 
in all instances,” Bonaccorso told the Rivereast. 
“You shouldn’t always just go with the lowest 
bid.” 

He said in the complex process of reviewing 
bids and contracts, there must be cost-benefit 
analysis. 

“Too often a company puts in a bid, and sud-

denly orders change, unanticipated things hap-
pen, and the cost goes up astronomically,” Bo-
naccorso said. 

He said if elected, he would approach the fi-
nance board the same way he approaches his 
job, staying conscientious that, in all instances, 
he is negotiating with taxpayer dollars, looking 
sharply at items to see if they are nicety or ne-
cessity. 

Joining Bonaccorso is incumbent Republican 
Richard Brown, who ran a local dental prac-
tice for more than three decades. He first joined 
the finance board in the mid-1980s and served 
two terms, then sat on the fire commission for 
nine years. 

Brown served as finance board chair until 
two years ago, when Democrats took the major-
ity. He’s hoping to reclaim his leadership. 

“It’s important to give back to the town,” 
Brown said. “And it’s important to have some-
one on the board willing to do their homework.”

Of the staffing challenges facing the local 
volunteer ambulance service, Brown said it’s 
nothing new, saying volunteerism has been on 
the decline for at least 25 years. 

“This was brought up in the mid-90’s, and 
we did not fund permanent first responders 
then, and we haven’t suffered from doing that,” 
Brown said. 

Brown said he’d hesitate to fund ambulance 
positions, but that it is an issue needing atten-
tion, and needs a careful touch. 

Brown said the sitting board has managed 
to control spending while adequately funding 
town services, minimally increasing the mill 
rate.

An accomplishment of board Republicans, 
Brown said, was the dissemination of a pam-
phlet itemizing where resident tax dollars are 
spent. 

If he wins, Brown said he wants to review 
how the school district approaches its budget, 
which is invariably the largest portion of overall 
town government spending. 

“I want to try and be fair in funding all town 

departments with equal balance,” Brown said. 
“The library and public works need the same at-
tention we give schools. I realize it’s important, 
but we have other responsibilities.” 

Bridget McLennan is looking to return to 
the finance board. She was appointed in 2017 
but lost her bid in 2019. She said both sides of 
the campaign are “well-oiled.”

Like Bonaccorso, McLennan committed to 
transparency. McLennan previously served as 
an I.T. director at the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation and worked on budgets for a nonprofit 
with 500 employees. 

McLennan said she’s running because she 
wants to secure a reasonable cost of living for 
East Hampton residents. 

“I don’t want to sit back and complain, I want 
to get in the hot seat and see what I can do,” 
McLennan said. 

Like many council candidates, McLennan 
wants to pursue improving water infrastructure 
and quality. 

Incumbent Alannah Coshow, a six-year vet-
eran of the finance board, said she always works 
with “taxpayers in mind”, and that her primary 
goal as a member is to prevent people from be-
ing taxed out of their homes. 

“I know that my presence [on the board] has 
helped reduce needless spending,” Coshow told 
the Rivereast. 

In Rivereast ads, Republicans have said they 
want to fund renovations at the Company 1 fire-
house. 

Coshow said this item came up in this year’s 
budget and that the money was there, but a plan 
wasn’t. She said she and the other board Repub-
licans pushed to wait on this work. 

“Let’s get a plan, then attach a number to 
it,” Coshow said of her logic. “We were able to 
convince the rest of the board this was a better 
approach.”

Along with her years on the finance board, 
Coshow served eight years as registrar of vot-
ers, spent “many years” on the Inland/Wetlands 
Commission and as president of the Middle 
Haddam Garden Club. 

Another priority Coshow named was keeping 
the town’s “healthy” rainy day fund, about 11% 
of the overall budget. 

Coshow was critical of the council’s decision 
to draw money from the fund balance to achieve 
a 0% mill rate increase, calling it “budget trick-
ery.”

Democrats
Kurt John Comisky is not an incumbent but 

has served four years on the finance board in the 
past. A practicing attorney, Comisky previously 
worked for the Federal Aviation Administration 
in the Office of Air Traffic Control. 

Comisky said practicing law requires, among 
many other things, attention to detail, a skill he 
said will translate well should he claim victory 
next week. 

“On the board of finance, you really get into 
the weeds,” Comisky said. 

Comisky said recent large investments, the 
new town hall for example, are the type of long-

term capital projects that will prove more effi-
cient and save the town money. He said mainte-
nance costs at the old building were significant 
and was not the best use of money because the 
building didn’t meet needs in the first place. 

Comisky said he wants to focus on how to 
fund new and better technology for town ser-
vices, such as solar panels, for example. 

Ted Turner, incumbent, has served as chair 
of the Economic Development Commission as 
president of Old Home Days, and has been in-
volved with the parade for more than 25 years. 

If elected, Turner would enter his third term 
on the board. 

“It’s been a pleasure serving the community,” 
said Turner, adding that at 76, he’s lived in town 
since 1945. 

Turner has been on the capital committee, 
which deals with large purchases, such as fire-
trucks, and said he’s opposed to any large cuts 
in the town’s Capital Improvement Plan. 

Turner said capital needs should be addressed 
quickly, as “a firetruck for $800,000 this year 
will cost $950,000 in a few.”

As to school funding, Turner said a factor of-
ten left out of complaints is that 75% to 80% of 
a given increase stems from contractually obli-
gated raises for staff. 

“A lot of people move here for the schools,” 
Turner said. 

Turner aligned with his Republican counter-
parts on one issue; the district’s use of stimu-
lus funds to hire a pair of math specialists. The 
schools’ math scores were lower than those in 
nearby towns. 

“When funds run out, do you fire them or 
spend more money?” Turner said. 

Turner said he agrees that the tutors will 
likely help improve math scores but that in gen-
eral, he shouldn’t have been used on a recurring 
expense, saying he’s “pro-education” but that 
there’s a limit to what should and should not 
be funded. 

Turner said, when funding of these tutors 
runs out, he’ll need to see a vast improvement 
in math skills if the town considers making at 
least one of the positions permanent. 

Bob Hein, incumbent, is finishing up his first 
term on the board, and is vying for a second. 
He said he’s been attending both finance board 
and school board meetings for a decade and has 
been a substitute teacher in local schools since 
2012. 

Hein holds a political science degree from the 
University of Connecticut. 

“I’m running for reelection because the board 
of finance is an important step with what we’re 
doing with town money,” Hein said. 

Hein said his primary concerns are of public 
safety and education departments, as well as of-
fices that oversee town infrastructure. 

Hein said if he wins, he’s going to revamp the 
town’s application process for grant funding. 

“We don’t have a big commercial base, so the 
town’s financing is resident-based,” Hein said. 
“One thing to alleviate that is grant money. 
There are a huge amount of different grants and 
I don’t know if we’re maximizing what we can 
get.”

Hein has been in town for almost 30 years. 
Hein said he has earned votes through his un-

derstanding of town government and his frugal-
ity with tax money. 

Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce
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Vote Republican Nov. 2

Had Enough? Vote Republican
Row B

Board of Assessment
Appeals

Deborah Cunningham

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

Kevin Reed

Zoning Board of Appeals
Alternate

George Coshow

Mike Buck, Josh Piteo, Sal Nucifora 
and Christina Tammaro-Dzagan

Board of Education

Town Council

Tim Feegel, Eric Peterson, Alison Walck, 
Mark Philhower and Brandon Goff

Board of Finance

Richard Brown, Bridget McLennan, 
Russell Bonaccorso, Alannah Coshow

Clean Drinking Water
Local Control of Zoning Issues




Prudent Spending 
Company #1 Fire

Department improvements





Parental Choice
Regionalization Where
It Makes Sense
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Paid for and approved by the East Hampton Republican Town Committee. Maria Peplau, treasurer.
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Medicare Made Clear

HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Today!   860-295-9350

Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office open daily 9am-4pm; and Sat. by appt.

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough, CT

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years

Schedule a FREE In Home Consultation
WALK-INS WELCOME! 

CONFUSED BY MEDICARE PLAN CHOICES?
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS!

860-295-9350 
NO COST. NO OBLIGATION.

Open Enrollment Begins
October 15th
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Office Hours: 9am-3pm and by appointment
7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough

Call Today! 860-295-9350

Confused by Medicare Plan Choices?

Refreshments | Music
 VIP Swag Bag 

Tickets: $25.00 | $50.00 VIP 
For tickets visit 

www.habitatmiddlesex.org
(Not available at the door!)

Woodbury Pewter Ornament, 
Get Lit Candle & Co. and 

assorted Holiday décor. 

Cromwell ReStore, 
Cross Roads Plaza 34 

Shunpike Road, Cromwell 
Holiday donations accepted 

Wed - Sat, 11-2, or pick-up for large 
items, questions call 860.398.6488.

Pop Up Shop 
at the ReStore! 

Opening Night 
Festivities Nov 2nd 

6:00-8:30pm 
Sponsored By: 
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Essex Savings Bank | O,R&L Commercial, LLC | 
Valerie Ann Votto, LLC | Bogaert Construction Co., Inc.

Carlson’s Landing Restaurant | 
David Evangelisti & Dan Taylor-Stypa | 

New Haven Middlesex Association of  Realtors

lunch & dinner – Tue, Nov. 2

bottles of wine – Wed, Nov. 3

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006
mon-thurs 11am-8pm, fri-sat 11am-8:30pm, sun 11am-7pm

Make your plans and reservations today.

CELEBRATE THE HARVEST!

Tents Up - Heaters On! Outdoor Dining Continues
ActivePure Protection! New Air Disinfection System
(provides the best indoor protection against pathogens)

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

20% OFF TUESDAY

HALF-PRICE WEDNESDAY
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The day we’ve all been waiting for has finally arrived!
Christ Episcopal Church in Middle Haddam

has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 10:00 am.

We look forward to seeing you!

Christ Episcopal Church
located at the corner of Route 151 & Long Hill Road

Middle Haddam, CT

Please join us in celebrating Holy Eucharist (Bread only) as well as 
meeting and greeting old and new friends, celebrating birthdays, 

anniversaries and other milestones we have achieved.
After the service, we will have an 

extended outdoor coffee hour, 
weather permitting, with lots of 

goodies to munch on.
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860.228.8500
janinab@hebroninsurance.com
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Let us quote your 
insurance from the 

comfort of your own 
home via email,

phone or fax.

We can offer 
you $aving$
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Halloween Fun Event
The Andover Recreation Commission will 

hold a Halloween Fun Event on Saturday, Oct. 
30, starting at 1 p.m.  

Recreation Commission members will hand 
out bags of candy and treats. There will be a DJ 
for music and entertainment and several deco-
rated trunks on site. The fire department and 
resident trooper will be there with treats too.  

Absentee Ballots for 
RHAM Referendum

There will be a referendum on Tuesday, Nov. 
2, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m., in the Community Room 
of the Town Office Building, to vote on appro-
priating $3,560,000 for a new turf field, track 
and lighting at RHAM High School.  

Any Andover elector or taxpayer who will 
not be able to vote in person at the polls can 
obtain an absentee ballot from the town clerk’s 
office, located at Town Hall, 17 School Rd.

Safesitter
Babysitter Course

A Safesitter babysitter course, designed to 
prepare students ages 11-14 to be safe when 
they’re home alone, watching younger siblings 
or babysitting, will be held Sunday, Nov. 7, from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Andover Fire Department.

This class will be held Cost is $75 per person. 
Class is limited to 12. Snacks will be provided 
by the Andover PTA. Students should bring a 
sack lunch. 

Register by calling Deputy Chief Mindy He-
gener at 860-706-3074. Registration closes Fri-
day, Oct. 29, and no walk-in registrations will 
be accepted.

Ham and Bean Dinner
Andover Congregational Church, 359 

Route 6, will hold a Ham and Bean Dinner 
Friday, Oct. 29, from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $12. 
Take-out or eat-in. Walk-ins are welcome.

Calling All Veterans
The Andover Elementary School Veterans Day 

Committee is calling all veterans and active duty 
servicemen and women to come and be honored 
at a special ceremony Wednesday, Nov. 10, at the 
school, located at 35 School Rd. 

Veterans are asked to arrive at 9:45 a.m. for cof-
fee and refreshments. The ceremony will begin at 
10 a.m. and will include a variety of activities. 

RSVP by calling the school at 860-742-7339. 

Library Friends
Free Plant Swap

On Saturday, Nov. 6, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., the 
Library Friends Garden Club is hosting a free 
plant swap and perennial take-away at Andover 
Public Library, 355 Route 6.

Bring your house plants and/or any extra cut-
tings, and see what your neighbors have to swap 
with you. Remember: This is an exchange, so 
if you bring something, be prepared to bring 
something else home. The Garden Club is also 
thinning out the library’s perennial garden, so 
bring your trowel, and take some perennials 
home. A table will be set up outside the library. 

For more information, call the library at 860-
742-7428.

Andover Seniors 
Christmas Party

The Andover Seniors Christmas Party 
will be held Wednesday, Dec. 1, from noon-
4 p.m., at Georgina’s Restaurant in Bolton. 
There will be door prizes, and also a raffle 
to benefit local charities.

Attendees are asked to bring a wrapped 
gift for the raffle table. Tony Susi will pro-
vide entertainment. The lunch menu begins 
with a fresh garden salad, with Italian or 
ranch dressing. Entrees are your choice of 
Chicken Francaise, sliced sirloin topped 
with mushroom demi glaze, or baked salm-
on topped with creamy dill sauce. Entrees 
include green beans, rice pilaf, assorted 
rolls, coffee or tea, and cake for dessert.

Cost is $12 for any Andover senior, due 
by Nov. 5. Call Georgia O’Brien at 860-
742-9947 with your reservation and entree 
choice. Andover seniors needing a ride 
should call Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122. 
This event is open to any Andover senior 
who is fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Norton Commission 
Looks to Fill Vacancy

The Norton Commission is accepting letters 
of interest to fill a vacancy from any elector 
interested in serving on the Norton Children’s 
Fund Commission. 

The commission currently meets twice a year 
(May and November) to expend the interest in-
come from the Norton Children’s Fund, which 
was established in 1937 to help underprivileged 
children in town.

A letter of interest should be sent by Nov. 1 to 
the Norton Children’s Commission Chairman, 
Dianne Grenier at Deardianne@Comcast.net or 
17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232. For more 
details regarding the Norton Children’s Fund 
Commission, call 860-742-3033 or go to www.
andoverconnecticut.org/norton-childrens-fund-
commission.

Autumn Afternoon Tea
Andover Congregational Church, 359 

Route 6, will hold an Autumn Afternoon 
Tea Saturday, Nov. 13, from 1-3 p.m. The 
tea will include an assortment of teas, a bas-
ket raffle and homemade treats. 

Admission is $10. Reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church office, 860-
742-7696, to reserve seats.
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P.O. Box 221 South Glastonbury, CT 06073

Over 40 years in business!
New Construction / Repair

• Patios • Walkways 
• Stone veneer • Chimneys
• Stone walls / Boulder walls • Outdoor living spaces / Kitchens
• Yard Expansions / Excavation

Give us a call (860) 218-0833

PATERNOSTRO
MASON CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
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Vote NoVember 2Nd

Paid for by Curley for Portland. Zoe Schwartz, Treasurer. Approved by Ryan Curley.

It’s about Portland,
not politics.
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Maria’s Pizza Palace Restaurant
Quality Food at
a Family Price

OPEN: Tuesday-Thursday 9am-8pm
Friday 9am-9pm | Saturday & Sunday 8am-8pm

Monday CLOSED 

744 Middletown Rd. • Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-267-8722
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We take great pride in our work. We strive for a healthy environment for all.

 DinE in  TakE OuT  CurbSiDE PiCkuP  OnLinE OrDErinG  
DELivEry ThrOuGh Our ParTnEr FuD DELivEry

Lunch, Dinner & Breakfast Specials • Homemade Soups • Beer & Wine Served 

29952 LaRge, 
1 Topping 

PizzaS 

buy 3
 geT 1

Offers cannOt be cOmbined
FREE

Enjoy Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner!
— Tuesday Through sunday —

specials, homemade soups, dinners, Fresh seafood & more!

OR
Best Pizza 
Deals in 
Town!

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., invites all to worship. Sara Stall-Ryan 
is pastor.

Sunday worship services with Holy Com-
munion are held in-person at 9 a.m. The church 
continues to follow CDC recommendations 
with masks required for all throughout the 
church. Vaccinated participants may remove 
their masks once they are seated. For those who 
prefer virtual services, a recording of the ser-
vice is posted on YouTube by 9 a.m. the follow-
ing Monday morning. 

Sunday School and confirmation classes are 
back in session, on the first and third Sundays 
of each month, from 10:15-11 a.m. in person or, 
if circumstances necessitate, online via email. 
Confirmation classes might take place at alter-
nate times during the month to best accommo-
date the schedules of older students as well as 
the pastor. To register your child, call the church 
at 860-342-2860, or for more information, call 
Sylvia LeShane, Sunday School director, at 

860-342-0658. 
Adult Bible Study is also underway and will 

continue on the second and fourth Sundays in 
November, January and February. The focus of 
this study will be season one of the series The 
Chosen, using the book What Does It Mean to 
Be Chosen? The book will be used as a guide 
for biblical study, reflection and conversation 
about faith. Participants will be asked to view 
the episode at home prior to the day of study. 
The cost for the study guide is $15. 

The community is welcome to participate 
in all worship services and special events. For 
more information about any church activities, 
or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 860-
342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit 
zionlutheranportland.org. 

Turkey Shoots
Portland Fish and Game Club will hold its 

annual Turkey Shoots Sundays, Nov. 7-21, from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m., right across from the Exchange 
Club Fairgrounds. 

There is a Super bird every week. The cost is 
$3 for one shot or two for $5. Food and drink 
will be available.

Grace and Mercy
Church News

Grace and Mercy Family Ministries Church, 
13 Waverly Ave., has announced a modified 
Sunday worship service schedule. Through Au-
gust, the Sunday morning worship service will 
begin at 10 a.m.

Police News
10/16: Milton Buchanan, 63, of Hartford, 

was charged with failure to appear, Portland 
Police said.
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We pledge to Portland that we will— 
 Promote economic development—by providing support for 

new and existing businesses 
 Strategically plan for Portland’s long-term infrastructure and 

capital needs—especially regarding water and sewer 
 Partner with the Board of Education to ensure our students 

receive an education that prepares them for college or career 
readiness 

 Support public safety departments to ensure they are properly 
equipped to perform their jobs safely and efficiently 

Portland Republican 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN CANDIDATES 

Front row:  center Ryan Curley for First Selectman, 
Front row left Michael Pelton and right Michael “Julio” Hernandez 

Back row:  Shaun Manning and Robert “Bobby” Hetrick 

Paid for by the Portland Republican Town Committee, Cynthia Varricchio, Treasurer  
and Curley for Portland, Zoe Schwartz, Treasurer.  Approved by all Candidates. 

Check out our website for more info about all 
of the Republican candidates at 

https://www.gopportlandct.com/ 
Or scan the QR code to the left 

VOTE ROW B ON NOVEMBER 2ND FOR PORTLAND! 

RE10-15-21

 

We pledge to Portland that we will— 
 Promote student achievement 
 Strategically plan for the infrastructure of our school facilities 
 Support a safe learning environment for students and staff 
 Partner with the Board of Selectmen to ensure our students 

receive an education that prepares them for college or career 
readiness 

 Use diligence in our oversight of the taxpayers’ investment in 
our schools 

Portland Republican 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CANDIDATES 

From left to right—David Murphy, Stacey Benham 
and Timothy Lavoy 

Paid for by the Portland Republican Town Committee, Cynthia Varricchio, Treasurer.  
Approved by all Candidates. 

Check out our website for more info about all 
of the Republican candidates at 

https://www.gopportlandct.com/ 
Or scan the QR code to the left 

VOTE ROW B ON NOVEMBER 2ND FOR PORTLAND! 
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Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org

Absentee Ballot Information
As was the case in 2020, folks can vote in this 

November’s election either in-person at the polls 
or by absentee ballot. Unregistered voters can 
register at voterregistration.ct.gov.

All registered voters must submit an absentee 
ballot application in order to receive an absentee 
ballot. The state will not mail out applications to 
every registered voter as it did in 2020.

To receive an absentee ballot application, ei-
ther: print out an application online at www.port-
landct.org/town-clerk; stop by the town clerk’s 
office at Town Hall, 33 East Main St., during 
regular business hours and fill out an application 
in person; or call the town clerk at 860-342-6743 
to have an application mailed. 

Folks can drop off their completed application 
in the official ballot drop box, located at Town 
Hall, or mail them to: Portland Town Clerk, 33 

East Main St., P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480.
Once the completed application is received, 

the town clerk will begin to prepare your ballot 
for mailing.

Completed ballots can then be placed in the of-
ficial ballot drop box, or mailed to the town clerk 
at the above address. All returned ballots must be 
received no later than 8 p.m. Nov. 2.

For those who choose to vote in person, the ab-
sentee ballot process is not necessary. Polls will 
be open on Election Day, Nov. 2, from 6 a.m.-8 
p.m., at Portland Middle School, 93 High St.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., is 

open. Hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Bob Hope USO Show: All are also invited as 
the senior center will travel to The Grand Oak Vil-
la in Oakville for “A Bob Hope USO Style Trib-
ute” Wednesday, Nov. 10, departing the center ap-
proximately 10:15 a.m. Cost is $76 per person and 
$5 for the transportation fee. Please call to sign up.

Collections Sought: Do you possess a small 
collection that you would like to consider display-
ing in the secured showcase at the Waverly Cen-
ter? Call the office to be placed on the list, and 
enjoy a month of your own display.

Tai Chi with Tom Cushing: The current eight-
week session of Zoom Tai Chi & Qigong for Se-
niors will run through Nov. 30. Please watch for 
new session dates.

Movie & Popcorn: Monday, Nov. 8, at 11 a.m. 
Heidi will be shown. Call the center to register.

Lunch & Learn: Lisa Gibson will teach Qi-
gong Tuesday, Nov. 16. There will be a light lunch 
from 11:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m., followed by the class. 
A donation of $5 is suggested for the lunch.

Tai Chi Info Session: Tuesday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m., 
via Zoom. Lisa Gibson will discuss the upcoming 
in-person class. If you don’t have Zoom at home, 
the session will be aired at the center. Call to reg-
ister.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the following. 

To register or for full program descriptions, visit 
portland.recdesk.com. For more information, call 
860-342-6757 or email nfoley@portlandct.org or 
adionne@portlandct.org.

Tai Chi for Long Life with Ken Zaborows-
ki: At Riverfront Park. Wednesday class meets 
through Nov. 17, from 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Sat-
urday class meets through Nov. 20, from 10:30-
11:15 a.m. Call Parks and Rec. if interested in 
drop-in registration on either day. Both classes 
may transition to virtual classes using Zoom if 
the weather gets too cold.

Kids Blast: Parks and Rec. is taking applica-
tions for this afterschool program for Portland 
kids in grades K-6. The program is based at 
Brownstone Intermediate School. Applications 
are at portland.recdesk.com. For more, call Andy 
Dionne at 860-342-6757.

Virtual Paint Night: Thursday, Nov. 11, 7-9 
p.m. Register online. Fee is $25; all supplies in-
cluded.

Art Enrichment Programs with Abrakadoo-
dle: The next wave of programs begin the week 
of Nov. 22. Check the Parks and Rec. website for 
details. There will be programs for three different 
age groups: 20-36 months, Ages 3 -5, and ages 
5-14.

Volunteer Coaches Needed: Parks and Rec. 
is currently looking for volunteer coaches for the 

upcoming basketball season. Contact the Parks 
and Rec. office if interested, by emailing nfoley@
portlandct.org, adionne@portlandct.org or calling 
860-342-6757. 

Recreation Basketball: Check the Parks and 
Rec. website for information on the upcoming 
Rec. Basketball program.

Zumba: Wednesdays through Dec. 22 (started 
Oct/ 27; no class Nov. 24), 6-7 p.m., at Valley 
View School gym. Fee: $64 for the eight-week 
session/$10 drop-in. 

“Come on Over” – 18th Annual 5K Run/2.1 
Mile Walk: This year’s event will take place at 
Riverfront Park on Oct. 30. For more information, 
or to register, check the Parks and Rec. website.

Trinity Concert
Series to Wrap Up

Trinity Episcopal Church will host one last 
“Vital Connections Through Music” concert, 
featuring New York singer-songwriter Sarah 
Browne, at 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 21. Doors open 
at 3:30 p.m. There is a suggested donation of 
$15, with proceeds benefiting Portland Food 
Bank.

Trinity Church is located at 345 Main St. 
The church is handicapped-accessible. All CO-
VID-19 guidelines will be followed. 

For more information, call 860-342-0458 or 
email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Methodist Church News
Portland United Methodist Church, located at 

381 Main St., holds in-person worship Sundays 
at 9 a.m. All are invited. Masks required for 
those not fully vaccinated.
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

HAPPY HOUR
SPECIALS!

PUBLIC WELCOME!

Enjoy casual Pub atmosphere with 
great views of the Golf Course!

Monday-Saturday 3-6 PM
Sunday 1-6 PM

FALL HOURS
Monday-Thursday 11-8 PM
Friday, Saturday 11-9 PM

Sunday 11-7 PM

Portland Golf Course
169 Bartlett St

Portland CT 06480
pubatpgc.com
(860)-788-2362

NOW TAKING 
RESERVATIONS FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES!

$5 Bites
$4 Select House Drafts

$5 Premium Drafts
$5 House Wines
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Red Cross Blood Drives
There will be American Red Cross blood 

drives Thursday, Nov. 4, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m., at 
Portland High School, 95 High St., and Tues-
day, Nov. 9, from 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m., at St. Mary 
Church, 51 Freestone Ave.

In honor of the new series I Know What You 
Did Last Summer, those who donate will au-
tomatically be entered to win a trip for two to 
Hawaii, courtesy of Amazon Prime Video. The 
trip will transport you to where the series was 
filmed and includes round-trip airfare for two, 
hotel accommodations for nine nights, meals, 
$1,000 gift card for expenses and on-trip trans-
portation with tour stops from Honolulu to 
Maui. All who donate will also receive a $10 
Amazon.com gift card by email.

Trinity Episcopal
Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 
Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. Worship is indoors at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School is back in session and is held during 
each Sunday’s church service. 

Children ages 4-12, baptized and unbaptized, 
are welcome to attend Church School. Lessons 
and activities are aimed at encouraging the chil-
dren to think outside of themselves and about 
the community at large.

Masks are required for all, vaccinated and 
unvaccinated, while inside the church. More in-
formation is at trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m. 

For more information or to make an appointment 
with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com or call 860-342-0458.

Portland • East Hampton • Marlborough • Portland • East Hampton • Marlborough • Portland • East Hampton • Marlborough • Portland • East Hampton • Marlborough

Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com

860-398-0936
Now Accepting

Most Major Credit Cards

Highlanders and Bellringers Come to Soccer Stalemate

 Portland’s Jack DeToro and East Hampton’s Baden Plante fight for a loose ball as 
Portland’s Caiden Hettrcik-Rivera %) and Simon Kandeke (12), and East Hampton’s 
Paul Pignatella (8) look on.

by Josh Howard
After 80 minutes of intense, often physical 

soccer, the boys’ soccer teams at Portland and 
East Hampton finished in a scoreless tie.

The visiting Highlanders, who entered EHHS 
with a record of 8-3-2, ran into a motivated 
Bellringers squad desperate for a win to keep 
their postseason hopes alive.

Despite being outshot, Portland still managed 
to come away with a draw.

Senior goalie Zack Doncet was outstanding, 
stopping every shot he faced, including several 
over the first 10 minutes and a flurry during a 
hectic final 10 minutes.

“It was a tough game, they had to win this 
game. I just had to keep my head in the game. 
These are always tough, it’s a rivalry game,” 
said Doncet, who praised the guys in front of 
him. “I love my defense. Credit to them for the 
shutout. They help me so much it’s incredible.”

Portland head coach Michael Searson liked 
his keeper’s composure.

“Zack had always been the type of keeper 
that you never worry about his reaction time; 
he knows how to make saves,” Searson said. 
“Coming into this year, we had talked about 
him owning the box and he’s not afraid to go 
out and make that play. Tonight was the type of 
night when we needed him to make plays and 
he delivered.”

Doncet made three outstanding saves in the 
final 8:10 of action.

The first when East Hampton’s Oren Wilson 
set up Brennan Johnson with a header in front 
of the net that Doncet covered up.

He then made a spectacular save with 4:59 
remaining in regulation after Ephraim Butson 
placed a straight away kick towards the cross 
bar, which Doncet jumped and tipped away.

Two minutes later, he thwarted the final 
threat when he swatted away Ethan Marshall’s 
attempt.

East Hampton’s coach Rocco Christiana was 
impressed with his team’s fight, but disappoint-
ed they couldn’t finish.

“I think we are playing the best soccer we’ve 
played all season and I think our quality of soc-
cer is second to none right now. We’re just not 
putting it in the back of the net,” said Christia-
na. “We’re healthy, we have quality players. We 
outshot them 4 to 1 and just couldn’t finish.”

Bellringers’ goalie Drew DiStefano was 
equally impressive as his counterpart, making a 
handful of saves. His final save came with 1:39 
left in regulation when he scooped up a shot 
attempt from Portland’s senior captain Caiden 
Hettrick-Rivera.

“Drew has been really solid back there, he’s 
very vocal. He’s doing a good job controlling 
his defense and controlling the game,” added 
Christiana.

DiStefano is captaining the team with Paul 
Pignatella, who is pacing the offensive tempo 
for the Bellringers.

“Paulie is dangerous. Every coach watches 
and plans for him and he opens up opportuni-
ties for us,” stated Christiana. “Every player can 
play each position on the field and that’s how 
we coach them. It confuses other teams.”

Portland entered the game having already 
qualified for postseason play and Searson said 
the main goal was to have his team healthy for 
the tournaments, adding that his defense did a 
good job adjusting to East Hampton’s aggres-
sive approach. 

“I’m proud of the way they responded,” he 
said. “They have been in these moments and in 
high school soccer we don’t always come out 
with the right kind of intensity. East Hampton 
did to their credit, they were working the ball 
well and it’s one of those games, especially ear-
ly on, where we had to sit back and let the game 
come to us. Defensively they were splitting us a 
little bit in the back and Evan [Johnson], Ryan 
[Clarke], Cooper [Beck], and Cole [Bates] did a 
good job at figuring it out.”

Hettrick-Rivera is one of Searson’s two cap-
tains, leading the way with fellow senior Brady 
Talerico who suffered a hamstring injury in the 
game, which kept him out of most of the second 
half.

“They’ve been phenomenal with the leader-
ship they’ve shown,” Searson said of his cap-
tains, “Caiden has been one of the better players 
in the conference and Brady has found his stride 
at putting the ball in the back of the net.”

He added, “Aside from our six seniors, we 
have a young team. Hopefully we look back on 
this game and learn from this come November.”

Following back-to-back losses to finish the 

regular season, Searson’s Highlanders finished 
the regular season with a record of 8-5-2 and 
now turn their attention to the Shoreline Con-
ference Tournament.

The Highlanders welcome Haddam-Killing-
worth to Portland High School this Saturday 
(Oct 30) for an opening round match, starting 

at 6 p.m.
East Hampton will travel to Morgan the same 

day for their SLC tourney match at 5 p.m. 
Win or lose, Christiana likes how his team 

has responded this fall, “This was a big rebuild-
ing year and I’m proud of the team. I think 
we’ve scared a lot of teams this season.”

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., Zoom; Shab-

bat morning hybrid service, 10 a.m. hybrid 
service; Tuesday, Talmud class, 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom.

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday; 10:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Tuesday; 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednes-
day; and 9 a.m.-noon Friday. 
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Find us on

RiveR valley PRoPane
RiveR valley oil SeRvice
www.rivervalleyos.com

• Automatic Heating Oil Delivery
• Automatic Propane Delivery
• Heating Systems & Hot Water Equipment Installation & Service
• Air Conditioning System Installation & Service
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Call us at 860-342-5670
for all your fuel and service needs.

310 South Main St., Middletown
CT License S1-387499
HOD #709 HOD #1143

Honest service 
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
LEGAL NOTICE

HEBRON, CT
MUNICIPAL ELECTION

NOVEMBER 2, 2021
The Electors of the Town of Hebron, CT are hereby warned to 
meet at their respective polling place in said town on Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021, for the following purpose: 
I. To cast their votes for the Board of Selectmen, Town Clerk, 
Board of Finance, Board of Education, Board of Assessment 
Appeals, Planning & Zoning Commission, Planning & Zoning 
Commission Alternate, Zoning Board of Appeals, Zoning Board 
of Appeals Alternate and Regional Board of Education.
II. Question:  
“Shall Regional School District No. 8, comprises of the Towns 
of Hebron, Andover and Marlborough, appropriate $3,560,000 
for the installation of a new turf field, track and lighting at RHAM 
High School and authorize the issuance of bonds, notes or 
temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $3,560,000 to 
finance the appropriation?” 
Voters approving the resolution shall vote “YES” and those 
opposing the resolution shall vote “NO”
The full text of such proposed question with explanatory text, 
printed in accordance with §9-369 and §9-369(b) of the General 
Statutes, is on file with the Town Clerk and on the Town Web-
site, www.hebronct.com.  
Absentee ballots will be counted in accordance with §9-147a of 
the General Statutes.
Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling place is 
as follows:
The Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church Street, CT Rt. 85, 
Hebron, CT.
Voting machines will be used.  The polls will be opened at six 
o’clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) and will remain open until 
eight o’clock in the evening (8:00 p.m.).
Dated at Hebron, CT this 25, of October, 2021.
Carla A Pomprowicz, Town Clerk    
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

Visit our Website at www.gottasfarm.com
RemembeR: If it’s from Gotta’s, it’s Gotta be good!
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Gotta’s Farm
Rt. 17, Portland

(860) 342-1844
Daily 8–6

QP Farm Market
Rt. 66, Portland

(860) 342-5030
Daily 8–6:30

QP Farm Market on Rt 66 in Portland
will be closing for the season on

Sunday, October 31st. 
We want to thank all the customers for their 
patronage and hope to see you in the spring.

We will be open at Gotta’s until Dec. 24th with 
apples, fresh cider, pies breads and desserts.

Call ahead to 
order pies for the 
upcoming holidays!

Meet Republican Hopefuls for Selectmen, School Board
by Diane Church

 Let’s briefly meet the Republican candidates 
running for the Board of Selectmen and Board 
of Education.

Board of Selectmen
Taras Rudko is seeking a second term on 

the Board of Selectmen. His career, where he 
balances entrepreneurial skills with technical 
ones, has brought him successful experience in 
project management, systems and network en-
gineering, sales and marketing. He, along with 
his wife and his daughter, enjoy living in Col-
chester.

Rudko said that during his first term he was 
the voice of the constituents, often standing 
alone in opposition to things he believed were 
not in the public’s best interest. “When we lost 
our right to vote on the town’s budget, I stood 
alone in opposition to the Board of Selectmen 
and continued to advocate for a zero-based bud-
get increase,” he said.                                                                                                                        

Rudko added that he also opposed pay in-
creases for town employees after the budget 
was rejected and opposed the proclamation that 
the town has a racist health crisis.    

“I will always stand for you, even if it means 
standing alone,” he said.

Jason LaChapelle is a full-time software en-
gineer.  He has served on the board of the Col-
chester Soccer Club and is a volunteer coach 
for his kids’ teams, but now he wants to get in-
volved in local politics, so he is vying for a seat 
on the Board of Selectmen.   

“I am running because I was raised to not 
complain, but instead actually do something 
about it,” he said. “Seeing as I am unhappy with 
the direction our town has taken over the past 
couple years, I decided getting involved was far 
better than just being loud on Facebook.

LaChapelle believe the town faces “a lack of 
government transparency, an ever-ballooning 
budget, and stagnation of our boards with the 
same few candidates.”

He believes he is the best choice because, “I 
am a young resident with a young family. This 
allows me to bring a new and fresh perspective 
to the Board of Selectmen. I also believe my 
experience in the technology world gives me 
unique skills at finding creative solutions to 
common problems.” 

Debbie Bates is a 30-year resident and she 
and her husband have an adult son in college. 
She has a wide variety of volunteer experienc-
es, including as a Vamanos Spanish assistant, a 
member of C3 (Collaborative for Colchester’s 

Children), and treasurer of the Colchester El-
ementary School PTO.

“My years of experience as a small business 
owner, working with small and large corpora-
tions, Fortune 500 Account Manager, and being 
fiscally responsible will be a great asset to the 
Board of Selectmen,” she said.

“One thing Colchester residents can count on 
from me is my honesty, commitment, past work 
experiences and dedication to do what is right 
for our community,” Bates added. “Some of my 
core values are to listen to all viewpoints, have 
open discussions and build a consensus of what 
is good for the town. It is important to be an 
advocate for the town by spending our money 
wisely, investing in our students, open space, 
and supporting our seniors.”

Board of Education
Donna Antonacci, 50, said, “Politics in edu-

cation, out-of-control budgets, keeping our kids 
safe and special education are deep concerns.” 
She added that the parents and children need a 
voice on the board.

“In a recent forum and on social media, one 
of our opponents laughed off and even dimin-
ished parental concerns,” Antonacci said in an 
email. “As your representative, I would NEV-
ER do this.”

The single mom who owns two small busi-
nesses added, “I am a better candidate because 
I will represent all, not just those I favor. No 
one should ever feel belittled for their questions 
or concerns. I will ensure public trust in this 
fragile position. I look forward to serving with 
dignity.”

Alexander Oliphant is an educator with four-
teen years of teaching experience at the colle-
giate level, including his current employment at 
Central Connecticut State University and Man-
chester Community College and past stints at 
the United States Coast Guard Academy, East-
ern Connecticut State University and Trinity 
College.

Now he wants to bring his educator’s view-
point to the town school board, along with his 
understanding of the gaps which the transition-
ing high school students are currently facing in 
college.

“As an advocate for all students, I will bring 
an ability to listen to all viewpoints, an ability 
to collaborate and an ardent desire to see all stu-
dents succeed in the classroom while advancing 
their professional goals,” Oliphant said. “I am 
the best candidate because the Board of Educa-

tion needs an educator who is passionate about 
strengthening student’s basic math and writing 
skills, is a student advocate, and is willing to ex-
plore the best utilization of financial resources.”

Margo Gignac is married with four children. 
Before marriage and family entered her life, she 
worked as an administrative assistant and place-
ment director. In recent years she has been vol-
unteering for local sports organizations, includ-
ing the football, soccer and baseball leagues. 
She served on boards, coached students and 
even hosted players from England in her home. 
She also volunteered in the schools.

“I am running for the Board of Education be-
cause after being deeply involved in the com-
munity I feel it is time to champion for the best 
interest of the students and parents by working 
together with our educators and administrators 
to create an environment where our children 
can flourish and be successful,” Gignac said. “I 
am the best candidate because my goal is to be 
the voice for those that don’t have one, whether 
they be a student, parent, teacher, or administra-
tor, no one’s concerns should ever be dismissed 
or ignored.  Every voice needs to be heard.”

Rosemary Gignac also wants to be on the 
Board of Education. The 19-year-old teaches 
preschool children in daycare and enjoys work-

ing with animals on horse farms in the area. In 
high school, she volunteered as a manager on 
the soccer and baseball teams and for youth 
sports teams her younger brothers played on.

Gignac said she was motivated to run for the 
Board of Education because she has recently 
gone through the special education program 
and understands some of the challenges the 
teachers and students face. 

“I would like to bring a fresh young perspec-
tive to the special education program as well as 
the regular education program and help bridge 
the gap between them,” she said. She would 
also like the schools to teach local history and 
partner with local businesses to create a path 
for apprenticeships and careers. She would like 
the school resource officer to teach students the 
harmful effects of smoking, vaping and drug 
use. 

“School is different for each child and work-
ing with parents to identify the needs of their 
children is crucial for the success of each in-
dividual child,” Gignac added. “I am the best 
candidate for the position because I have the 
most recent experience in the educational sys-
tem, and I will bring a new young, diverse view 
to the Board of Education in Colchester.”

Auditions Coming for Cabaret
The Colchester Community Theatre has 

scheduled auditions for its February 2022 mu-
sical production. At the time of this press re-
lease, CCT is planning on producing Cabaret 
(the 1998 version) and is waiting for approval 
from Concord Theatricals for the rights to do 
so. Cabaret explores the dark and heady life of 
Bohemian Berlin as Germany slowly yields to 
the emerging Third Reich.

 Auditions will be held Tuesday, Nov. 9, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 14, 
from 1:30-3:30 p.m., at Congregation Ahavath 
Achim (Colchester Synagogue) Hall, 84 Leba-
non Ave. No appointment is required for either 
date. Everyone must bring sheet music in the 
appropriate key and be prepared to sing. Pre-
pare 12-16 measures of a song that showcases 
your voice. No prerecorded music or a cappella 
singing will be permitted. An accompanist will 
be provided. Everyone will be asked to learn a 
short, choreographed routine so please bring 
appropriate shoe wear. Roles are available for 
adults and teens (Grade 9 and above). 

For more information, contact Wallis John-
son at 860-267-1023 or Laura Brown at 860-
305-8605, or email backstage@colchester-
communitytheatre.com.  Driving and rehearsal 
location directions and additional information 
regarding the musical may be found on the “Di-
rections” page.

 CCT will follow all CDC guidelines during 

auditions and a proof of vaccination will be re-
quired as in alignment with many theater com-
panies. All staff will be vaccinated and masks 
will be required.

 Show dates for this production are Feb. 18, 
19 and 20, 2022. Anyone who is unable to at-
tend the auditions on the above dates must con-
tact CCT before Nov. 8 to make other arrange-
ments. CCT is sponsored by Colchester Parks 
and Recreation.

Open Enrollment
for Medicare

Colchester Senior Center invites all to meet 
with a Certified CHOICES Counselor who is 
specially trained in Medicare who will help 
screen you for the best and most affordable 
coverage. Open Enrollment runs until Dec. 7, 
and it’s your opportunity to make changes to 
Medicare, especially Medicare C (Medicare 
Advantage plans) or Medicare D (prescription 
drug coverage plans).

Call the senior center office at 860-537-3911 
to schedule an appointment on Friday, Nov. 12, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Senior Trip to Chicken 
Restaurant, Casino

Colchester Senior Center is organizing a trip 
to Wright’s Chicken Farm in Rhode Island, fol-
lowed by a stop at Twin River Casino, on Thurs-
day, March 24, 2022, departing at 10:15 a.m. 

Cost is $92 per person, and space is limited. 
Reservations should be made in person at the 
senior center, 95 Norwich Ave., and are avail-
able to members of the Colchester Senior Cen-
ter on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Call the senior center at 860-537-3911 for 
more information.
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TOWN OF PORTLAND 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given  that the Portland Zoning Board of  
Appeals will hold  a Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 
10, 2021 at a special meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to 
consider the following: 
Application #21-02: 36 Jobs Gate 2.   Request to appeal a Zon-
ing Permit #21-33 denied by the Zoning Enforcement Officer to 
construct a single family dwelling. Application and property of 
Larry Whitmore.  Assessor’s Map 24, Lot 3. Zone RR. 
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications  will  be  received.  A  copy  of  this  
application  is  available  for  public review  in  the  Portland  
Land  Use  Department  or  on  the  Town  of  Portland  Web-
site: www.portlandct.org.   
Dated at Portland, CT this 25th day of October 2021. 
Rose Aletta, Chairwoman 

2TB 10/29, 11/5

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  

Ghost Run Registration Deadline Today
The registration deadline for the 18th an-

nual Air Line Trail Ghost Run is today, Oct. 
29. The race, a certified half marathon that 
starts in Hebron and ends in East Hampton, 
will take place Saturday, Nov. 6, from 9 a.m.-
noon. 

Tthere will be no registration on race day. 
Early bib pickup will be available at the He-
bron Parks and Recreation office on Nov. 4 
and Nov. 5 between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

The race begins at Hebron Elementary 
School, located on Route 85. Runners will run 
south on Route 85 and pick up the Air Line 

Trail behind Juliano’s Pools. The race con-
tinues on the Air Line Trail through Colches-
ter and into East Hampton. At the trail head, 
runners will continue on the trail to Watrous 
Street, then to Summit Street. Follow Summit 
Street to Center Elementary School. Shuttle 
buses will be available for all the runners in 
each direction. The trail is flat and is surfaced 
with packed dirt.  

To register, visit lightboxreg.com or call the 
Hebron, Colchester or East Hampton parks 
and recreation departments, at 860-530-1281, 
860-537-7297 or 860-267-7300, respectively.

the water also needs replacing. 
Curley said talks about new water sources 

and getting out the MDC contract should be at 
a later stage. He said, when he sat on the water/
sewer subcommittee six years ago in his time 
on the select board, he pushed to hire a consul-
tant to find wells. 

“I do think this conversation has progressed,” 
Curley said. “That’s why whoever wins has to 
jump right into this.”

Curley said he thinks the town should have 
more public meetings on this topic and should 
be as “transparent as possible.”

Curley was critical of the water/sewer sub-
committee Tripp heads, saying it hasn’t met 
since February, adding should he prevail, he 
would revitalize the subcommittee. 

“I can promise it would meet more than twice 
a year,” Curley said. 

Tripp said the subcommittee does not operate 
like a town board or commission, namely the 
town’s Water and Sewer Commission, which 
meets monthly. 

The bipartisan subcommittee, Tripp ex-
plained, meets only when there is a significant 
development needing discussion. Tripp said the 
subcommittee has done all the “pre-work” it 
can up to this point, especially the decision to 
find a town-owned source in the first place. 

Tripp expects the subcommittee will recon-
vene when the RFP is issued and a response to 
it received. 

End of An Era
Outgoing selectwoman Bransfield has won 

every election in town since 2003. Since 1993, 
nearly 30 years ago, the town has only had two 
different leaders. 

Curley said voters he’s spoken to have said 
the town is on a good track, but that they’re also 
looking for change. 

Curley has previously served two terms on 
the board of selectmen, first winning election 
at 24. He is now 34 and is the first millennial to 
seek the office. If he wins, he will also be the 
first millennial to serve as first selectman.

He has been town clerk since 2020, a term 
that will end in 2024 if he loses this bid. 

“People think Susan has done a good job,” 
Curley said. “But they want someone who em-
braces technology more and makes town ser-
vices more efficient.”

Curley, in the April story announcing his bid, 
said he counts among his successes as clerk 
modernizing the office with technology and ac-
cessibility improvements. 

Curley, a Republican running to replace a 
popular Democrat, said people in town vote 
“people, not party.” He said he has encountered 
strict party voters, but that this is an exception, 
and has had lifelong Democrats commit to vot-

ing for him. 
In a letter to the Rivereast, Republican Town 

Committee Chair Tim Lavoy said Tripp is 
Bransfield’s “hand-picked” candidate. 

When asked to respond to this, Tripp said 
Lavoy “says a lot of things,” and that his focus 
is on the issues Portland faces, rather than the 
people running. 

“I’m very proud to be nominated and accept 
the nomination of my party,” said Tripp. 

Tripp said he went through the same nomina-
tion process as Curley, and that he’s proud to 
follow in the footsteps of, and receive an en-
dorsement from, “a leader that’s done a good 
job for 18 years.”

Tripp said Bransfield is held in high regard by 
leaders across the state because she approaches 
issues in a bipartisan way, making decisions 
based on what’s right for town, not politics. 

“I feel I work in the same way,” Tripp said, 
saying he’s taken an objective approach on the 
select board, the Board of Education and the 
Parks and Recreation Commission. 

“A theme in this campaign is experience, and 
I’m proud of my experience,” Tripp said, nam-
ing in addition to the above his heading of the 
Brownstone Quorum, his work on developing 
the riverfront, and his service as charter presi-
dent of the local Lions Club. 

Curley said his campaign slogan emphasizes 
placing Portland over politics. 

“I [ran because] I really feel I’m the most 
qualified person to do the best job,” Curley said. 
“If I’m elected, I’ll go in having ten years with 
elected town experience.”

Curley went on to say this year, he earned 
his master’s degree in public administration, 
and also has an accounting degree. He said 
he would enter the first selectman’s seat with 
roughly the same qualifications Bransfield had 
in ’03, having served six years in town hall be-
tween his select board tenure and his clerkship. 

“I’ve never said Jim is not qualified, and never 
would,” said Curley. “We have two profession-
als who both have their own unique experience, 
and I do think overall the town will be the win-
ner of this election, I feel the direction of town 
will be better in the long run should I win.”

Bransfield is the lone woman on the board. 
All other members of the board are men – and 
while the Democrats’ Board of Selectmen slate 
features two women, the Republican slate is are 
exclusively men. 

Curley in his April profile said he would try 
and have women included on the selectmen 
ticket but did not succeed in doing so.

When asked about this, Curley stated he tried 
as best he could to involve women on the team, 
and that the slate’s homogeny is not lost on him. 

“The slate we have is terrific,” Curley ex-
plained, “but the truth is I wanted a more di-

verse campaign. It’s very hard to find volunteers 
willing to give up time with families and their 
other responsibilities.”

Like other Republican and Democratic can-
didates for the select board, Curley said he 
would ensure the town’s employment and busi-
ness development opportunities are equitably 
marketed.

Lambrinides said Tripp is an extension of a 
party “not of the people”, and that he simply 
does not like Democrats, then entering into a 
baffling diatribe associating Democrats with the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

The Independent said he likes Curley, but 
that the 34-year-old is too young. When asked 
for more substantial issues with the major party 
candidates, he offered none. He frequently cir-
cled back to criticizing Bransfield, though she is 
not his opponent.  

Endorsements
Lambrinides told the Rivereast he’s received 

no endorsements, and also has no slate of can-
didates behind him. 

Along with Bransfield and several local lead-
ers, Tripp has been endorsed by Lt. Gov Susan 
Bysiewicz, the American Federation of Teach-
ers (AFT) of Connecticut and the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Em-
ployees (AFSCME), the largest public employ-
ees union in the nation. 

Curley also received an endorsement from 
Hartford in the form of State Rep. Christie Car-
pino, a Republican who’s represented Portland 
for a decade. 

Terri Larson, former Portland First Select-
woman who, to Curley’s knowledge, was the 
first woman to lead the town, has endorsed Cur-
ley. 

Wayne Carini, local business owner, also 
endorsed Curley, along with several local reg-
istered Democrats. Curley said many local 

businesses have put out signs supporting him, 
adding he thinks this shows he promotes devel-
opment. 

Experience, Accolades and Volun-
teerism

Tripp said as a 20-year volunteer in town, 
giving his time has become part of who he is. 
Tripp has served on the select board since 2017, 
helping oversee projects, including Brainerd 
Place and riverfront redevelopment, as well as 
completion of the park on Route 17, serving as 
vice chair of that planning group. 

Seventeen-year president of the Brownstone 
Quorum, Tripp promoted Brownstone Explora-
tion Park when it got its start. 

Tripp, 53 at this paper’s printing, 54 by Elec-
tion Day, holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mechanical Engineering Technology from 
UMASS-Dartmouth and earned a Master of 
Science in Management at Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute.

Lambrinides is a veteran. He said had to learn 
how to juggle dealing with many people at once 
while working for his family’s business. 

Curley, during his terms on the select board, 
first won the clerk’s election in 2015, and again 
in 2019. 

He said while on the board, he took a black-
and-white approach to budgets. As clerk, he 
told the Rivereast in April his approach is now a 
more holistic, “investor’s” approach. 

Curley said among his proudest accomplish-
ments as clerk was the digitization of the office. 
Curley expanded the town’s online land record 
archive, introduced the acceptance of credit 
card payments and implemented an online dog 
licensing program.

The 2021 Portland election will be open 
Nov. 2 from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Portland Middle 
School, 93 High St. For election information, 
call the town clerk’s office at 860-342-6743. 
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Democratic
Profiles Online

Due to technical errors, the stories pre-
viewing the Colchester Democrats’ politi-
cal candidates were not able to be included 
in this week’s edition. Look for the stories 
on the Rivereast Facebook page, located at 
www.facebook.com/RivereastNewsBulletin.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m.; masks 
required. For those wishing to worship from 
home, the service will be broadcast via Facebook 
Live each Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship videos are 
at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the 
Worship & Sermons tab. Updated information is 
also on the church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held dur-
ing worship from September through June. Chil-
dren in grades pre-K through 8 are welcome. The 
nursery is located just off the sanctuary. Visit 
the church website to register youth for Sunday 
School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday at 

noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays at 9:30 
a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem Room and 
AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Upcoming Fundraiser: The church will have 
its annual Holly Fair Saturday, Nov. 13, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. All are invited to shop at the variety of 
booths and get lunch to-go from the Holly Café. 

Christmas Fair
The Angels and Snowflakes Christmas Fair 

will be held Saturday, Nov. 13, from 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., at St. Andrew Church 128 Norwich Ave. 

There will be baked goods, handmade items, 
quilts, Christmas items, gently-used religious 
items, a raffle, and works by local crafters. 

For more information, call Barbara Gozzo at 
860-208-4121.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
the Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in-person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream.

For more information, call Pastor Don Riv-
ers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, who also 
serves as president for “Racing with Jesus Inc.” 
– at 860-398-9119 or visit christianlifechapel.org.

Toastmasters
Meet Biweekly

All are invited to practice their public speak-
ing with the Air Line Trail Toastmasters, Chap-
ter 6976, which meets via Zoom on the second 
and fourth Thursday of the month from 6:30-8 
p.m.

Contact Tom Moreno at 860-917-7472 for 
more information, or visit www.airlinetrails.
toastmastersclubs.org.
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SinCe 
1994

R
E1

0-
22

-2
1

Travel by land or by sea 
Visit one island or many 

Take family or friends or both 
Call us today to start planning

Dreaming of
crystal blue water

and salty sea breezes?

Mortgage broker only, not a mortgage lender or correspondent lender.

Koreen Ryan
Realtor/Mortgage Broker
CT Licensed – NMLS# 88279

860-250-6799

One call dOes it all...
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Looking to Buy or Sell Your Home?

Real Estate Agent / Mortgage Broker

No Better Time To Refinance!

Buy or Sell with me and
use our truck for FREE!
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full price in 24 hrs
SOLD

$5,000 over
SOLD

$28,000 over
SOLD

$15,000 over
SOLD

$22,000 over
SOLD

$15,000 over
SOLD

$21,000 over
SOLD

$40,000 over
SOLD

one week cash
SOLD

Now is 
the time 
to SELL!

Call Me!

$21,000 over

Cell 860.614.9240 | OffiCe 860.633.0111
COrinnemaChOwski@gmail.COm

218 new lOndOn Tpke | glasTOnbury | CT 06033

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Proposed Charter Changes on Ballot
by Diane Church

Along with the candidates vying for votes 
in the Nov. 2 election, nine separate questions 
about proposed charter changes will also be on 
the ballot.

If any of the changes are approved, this 
would be the first charter revision in 35 years. 
The Charter Revision Commission has pre-
pared a report based on its research, which is on 
the town website.

* * *
The first proposed revision would increase 

the number of selectmen from three to five. The 
two new selectmen would be elected in May 
of 2022 and serve two-year terms. The board 
would elect a chairperson and vice chairperson 
each year. The first selectman’s office and its 
salary would be eliminated.

First Selectman Greg Lowrey thinks the pro-
posed change would be positive.

“With just three selectmen, if I see one in 
town and we start talking about local politics, 
it’s considered an illegal meeting because two 
selectmen are enough for a quorum,” he said. 
“With five selectmen, it wouldn’t be a problem.”

But the first proposed revision also has a 
second part, which asks if the town should re-
place the paid first selectman with a town man-
ager, appointed by the board of selectmen, who 
would oversee the day to day operations.

Lowrey said he believes the town would 
benefit from having an educated town man-
ager at the helm. The charter revision commis-
sion anticipates the town manager’s salary at 
$110,000-$130,000, which would be partly off-
set by eliminating the first selectman’s annual 
$85,000 salary. The commission also believes 
the town manager could save the town some 
money “through productivity improvements 
and cost avoidance, such as lower legal costs 
and process improvements.”

The Board of Selectmen would be able to 
review the performance of the Town Manager, 
who would not have to live in town. Lowrey 
said this will allow selectmen to “cast a wider 
net” and possibly find a more qualified person 
than if they were restricted to only town resi-
dents.

Legislative powers of the town will remain 

vested in the board of selectmen and the town 
meeting.

Board of Finance member Ken Hjulstrom 
agreed it was time for the town to make the two 
changes.

“Going to a five person Board of Selectmen 
is long overdue,” he said. “I think that putting 
a town manager in place will reduce politics at 
town hall and will provide Marlborough with a 
person in the lead who will be more qualified, 
while still reporting to the Board of Selectmen.”

***
The second proposal would establish a local 

board of ethics. Selectmen would appoint a vol-
untary two member investigatory-advisory Of-
fice of Ethics and would establish a proposed 
Code of Ethics for elected officials, employees 
and board and commission members in the con-
duct of their public responsibilities.

“Putting a Code of Ethics in place is also long 
overdue and I expect this question will get ex-
tensive support,” Hjulstrom said.

The third proposal would replace the annual 
town meeting with a public hearing to review 
the final proposed annual town budget before 
going to a referendum in May. The commission 
said this would simplify the annual budget pro-
cess by setting established dates for presenting 
and approving the proposed budget. The annual 
budget referendum would be held on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in May. Lowrey 
said this change would allow more people to 
give their input.

***
The next two questions have to do with up-

dating spending limits. In 1985 the charter lim-
ited special and emergency appropriations to 
$10,000. Proposal Four would replace that with 
two percent of the town operations budget.

Special appropriations over that limit would 
require a public hearing and a town meeting. 
The charter revision commission chose two 
percent to account for average inflation and for 
the higher cost of doing business during peri-
ods of high inflation, rather than setting a fixed 
amount.

This proposal has been the most controver-
sial. “Two percent of the Town Operations bud-

get currently equates to over $100,000,” Hjul-
strom said. “I personally feel that this is way too 
large an increase and it negatively impacts the 
ability of the public to have a say in the authori-
zation of large unplanned expenses.”

Selectman Amy Traversa, however, dis-
agreed.

“Of course it’s an enormous jump,” she said. 
“But there has been such a jump in inflation 
over the past 35 years. Back then you could buy 
a car for $6,000. Two percent is just keeping 
pace with inflation.”

***
The next proposal would similarly change the 

authorized amount for public bids, changing it 
from the current range of $1,000 to $10,000 to 
between .5 percent and one percent of the town 
operations budget.

Items with an estimated cost of more than 
one percent of the town’s operations budget 
would require a formal bid.

The commission said the change could result 
in fewer formal bids, which may reduce labor 
and material costs for the formal bidding pro-
cess, and also allow for inflation.

Proposed revision six asks if the town clerk 
and the tax collector positions should be 
changed from elected to appointed by the board 
of selectmen, with no residency requirement. 
Like other employees, candidates would have 
to fill out an application and be interviewed, as 
well as be subject to performance reviews.

Lowrey said that this would give the town a 
wide field of qualified candidates.

***
The seventh question proposes reducing the 

number of members of the board of finance 
from six to five and the board of education from 
nine to seven, while increasing the number of 
members on the board of assessment appeals 
from three to five.  

The Board of Finance would still have its 

three alternates with four-year terms.
Lowrey said it’s sometimes difficult to find 

qualified people to volunteer to serve on the 
boards of finance and education, so he did not 
mind reducing the number of board members. 
But he said the board of assessment appeals 
needs a couple more people because of the vol-
ume of work they do.

***
The eighth proposed revision would restruc-

ture the board of fire commissioners, increas-
ing its membership from three to five, but three 
would need to have fire service experience. It 
would also change the fire marshal and depu-
ty fire marshal from lifetime appointments to 
four-year terms. They would be appointed by 
the Board of Selectmen and be town employees.

***
The final charter revision proposal contains a 

number of small revisions which the CRC de-
fined as “removing outdated references to state 
statutes, correcting grammatical and spelling 
errors, correcting improper references to other 
charter sections, deleting specific charter sec-
tions that are obsolete or no longer needed, ex-
panding on specific charter sections to improve 
the clarity of section content and updating or 
adding specific charter sections where appropri-
ate to reflect current and best practices.”

Hjulstrom said he was pleased the proposed 
revisions were broken down into nine separate 
queries as opposed to being “presented in a take 
it or leave it single question,” which he said was 
done 20 years ago and the proposed changes 
were voted down.

He also urged voters to visit the town web-
site and other sources to familiarize themselves 
with the issues.

“There is enough good in the revisions that 
they get an up vote from me,” Lowrey said. 
“The proposed revisions are not perfect, but 
they are good.”

Absentee Ballots Available
Absentee ballots are available in the Marl-

borough town clerk’s office at Town Hall during 
regular business hours. They can also be mailed 
to registered voters who have completed and re-
turned a valid absentee ballot application.

Reminder: For this municipal election, one 
must request the absentee ballot application; it 
will not be automatically mailed like last year.

Those who choose not to vote by absentee bal-
lot are reminded they can vote at the polls at Marl-
borough Elementary School, 25 School Drive, on 
Election Day, Nov. 2, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

For more information, call Lauren or Martha in 
the town clerk’s office at 860-295-6206.

Cemetery Fall Clean-Up
The annual cemetery fall clean-up is 

scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 6, at Marlboro 
Cemetery. Volunteers are invited to partici-
pate and are asked to meet at 9 a.m.

Residents are asked to remove any per-
sonal items and decorations prior to the 
clean-up. Any items found to be in viola-
tion of cemetery rules and regulations or a 
hindrance to maintenance will be removed. 
These items include shepherd hooks, glass 
objects, items hanging from trees and 
pots. For a complete listing, go to tinyurl.
com/3eyze3xj.
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home
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Marlborough 
FaMily Dental

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD

Visit us at:
www.marlboroughfamilydental.com

Offering the best in cosmetic 
and family dentistry.

New PatieNts welcome!

14 Jones Hollow Road
Suite 15

Marlborough

(860) 295-8132

Halloween cookies, cakes, cupcakes & other delicious treats!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-CHanging Menu On Our FaCebOOk Page

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
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Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!
Spinach Potato & Cheese

Or broccoli, Potato & Cheese
with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Cider donutS are BaCk!!!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

Delicious lunch speciAls DAilY!

Serving BreakfaSt, lunCh & dinner

Lions to Hold 
‘Masquerade 5K’

The Marlborough Lions Club will hold its 
annual Masquerade 5K Road Race Sunday, 
Oct. 31, starting promptly at 10:30 a.m. Cos-
tumed runners are encouraged. 

Entry fee is $25. There is also a $50 pack-
age price for families participating in the race. 
There will be no same-day registration; all run-
ners need to be registered by the day before the 
race. Runners will start near the entrance to 
Blish Park on Park Road and will proceed on a 
course which circles Lake Terramuggus.

To register or for more information, call 
Lion Tom Reiser at 860-295-8374 or Jean Paul 
Bolduc at 860-295-9150, or email Tom Reiser 
at TGReiser@comcast.net. Registration forms 
are also available in Marlborough and at various 
other locations including Liberty Bank; folks 
can also register online at www.plattsys.com or 
www.hitekracing.com/calendar.

Lions to Raffle Generator
The Marlborough Lions Club is raffling off 

an 8,000-watt Generac portable generator with 
a retail value of $1,100. The generator has fea-
tures such as a pushbutton electric start with 
trickle charger, hours counter and 120V/240V 
outlets. 

The winner of the raffle will also receive 
the services of an electrician to install a circuit 
breaker panel interlock and the cabling needed 
to hook up the generator with a value not to ex-
ceed $1,000. Raffle tickets are only $20 each. 
The drawing will take place during the Lions’ 
Fall Masquerade 5K on Oct. 31. Ticket sales 
will continue until that event.

For tickets, call Lions President Megan Lloyd 
at 413-687-5537, Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 
860-490-9116 or Treasurer Jean-Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054.

Winter Clothes Drive
Knights of Columbus Marlborough Coun-

cil 15734 is holding its Marlborough winter 
clothes drive. Donations of any new or gently-
used coats, jackets, gloves, mittens or blankets 
are sought. 

Clothes will be collected through Saturday, 
Nov. 6, and can be dropped off in drop box 
in the basement at St. John Fisher Church, 30 
Jones Hollow Rd. There will also be a collec-
tion on the Marlborough town green Nov. 6, 
starting at 9 a.m.

Second Blessings
Thrift Shop

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located 
near the Great Hall at the Marlborough 
Congregational Church, 35 S. Main St., is 
open Saturdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Masks 
are required. Handicapped parking is avail-
able. 

The store features items for fall and holi-
day decorating and celebrating, giftware, 
linens, signed prints, vintage and antiques, 
jewelry, glassware, baking, cooking and 
serving, handbags and accessories, lamps, 
children’ toys and games, and more. New 
items are brought in every week. 

Starting Nov. 5, the shop will also be 
open Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. 

For more information, call the church of-
fice at 860-295-9050.  

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. The senior 
center has announced the following:

Transportation: Transportation to the senior 
center, shopping, medical and non-medical ap-
pointments will be offered each day from 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m., with a 36-hour advance reservation. 
Masks are required as well as appropriate dis-
tancing. 

The Food Bank is located at 3 Wilhenger 
Drive (860-295-6008) and is open every Tues-
day from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. It 
is open to qualified residents in need of food. 
Transportation for seniors and/or physically 
challenged individuals is available; call the se-
nior center if needed.

Monday, Nov. 1 (All Saints’ Day): Assis-
tance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-
noon; Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Con-
gregate Meal, noon. Menu: beef hot dog with 
hot dog bun, baked beans, California-blend 
vegetables, fresh fruit; Meals-on-Wheels, 12:30 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 2 (All Souls’ Day and also 
Election Day): Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, 
noon; setback or cards of your choice, 1-3 p.m.; 
dog obedience class.

Wednesday, Nov. 3: Birthday recognition 
for those born in December; Grocery Shopping, 
9 a.m.-noon; Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.; As-
sistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-
noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Menu: orange juice, vegetable lasa-
gna, zucchini squash, wheat bread, oatmeal bar; 
Sophisticated Ladies (Tap Dancing), 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 4: Flu shots, 10 a.m.-1:30 
p.m.; assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 
a.m.; Tai Chi with Linda, 10:30 a.m.; Meals-on-
Wheels, noon; quilling, 1-4 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 5: Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.; 
assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, 
noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: Fish 
Florentine, fiesta rice, cut-up winter 
squash, oatnut bread, fresh fruit.

Blood Drive: On Veterans Day, Thursday, 
Nov. 11, the American Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive at the Marlborough Senior Center, 
from 1-6 p.m.

Historical Society News
The Marlborough Historical Society has is-

sued the following pieces of news:
Cemetery Walk: The fourth annual Cem-

etery Walk will continue Saturday, Oct. 30, at 
6 p.m. All are invited to learn about the lives 
and deaths of many past residents via walks 
through Century Cemetery and Marlboro Cem-
etery. Registration is free, and can be done by 
either email (mhs@marlboroughhistory.org) or 
by calling Romano Ghirlanda at 860-916-4031. 
Bring a flashlight if you can, and dress warmly. 
Each walk will begin at the Richmond Memo-
rial Library parking lot.

Map Available: The Bicentennial Map de-
picting many items of Marlborough’s history 
is now available for purchase at www.marlbor-
oughhistory.org/store for $7. Payment can also 
be made via check; send to Marlborough His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 
06447. The map was made exclusively for the 
Marlborough Historical Society in 1975-76 by 
its then-president, Larry Oglesby, and illustra-
tor W. Nystrom. Size is 18.5 x 12.5.

Wreath Sales Have Begun
Boy Scout Troop 39 in Marlborough has 

kicked off its annual wreath sales fundraiser.  
With free, contactless delivery to your home, 
the wreaths are fresh balsam, handmade in 
Maine and decorated by local Scouts with pine 
cones, berries and a red velvet bow. 

Cost is $25 for a 22-inch wreath or $30 for 
a 28-inch one, with proceeds benefiting the 
troop’s activities. Folks can also donate toward 
a wreath for Marlborough Food Bank families.

Scouts can take orders through Nov. 12. 
Place an order online or via mail at www.
troop39wreaths.com.  Credit cards are accepted 
online.  For more information, call or text 860-
295-3060.  

Wreath deliveries will begin Nov. 20 and 
conclude by Nov. 30.  

Food Bank to Benefit in Big Y Bag Program 
Marlborough Food Bank has been selected 

by local Big Y store leadership as the benefiting 
non-profit in the Community Bag Program for 
the month of November. For every $2.50 reus-
able Community Bag purchased at the store in 
November, Big Y will send a $1 donation to the 
food bank.

“This year has brought so many changes and 
difficulties for non-profits at the hyper-local 
level,” said David Pratt, co-director of Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. “We are thrilled to be partici-
pating in this innovative program that makes it 
possible for shoppers to give back to local non-
profits while reducing single-use plastic in the 
environment. We appreciate the continued sup-
port of the Marlborough Big Y and the generos-
ity of our community.”

Marlborough Food Bank, Inc. is a registered 
501c3 non-project organization. Founded in 
2005, the food bank is an all-volunteer organi-
zation that provides food assistance and cloth-
ing to individuals in need in the local commu-
nity. Learn more at foodbankofmarlborough.
wordpress.com.

For more on the Big Y Community Bag Pro-
gram, visit www.bigy.bags4mycause.com.

Candidate Profiles 
Online

Due to technical errors, the stories pre-
viewing the Marlborough political candi-
dates were not able to be included in this 
week’s edition. Look for the stories on the 
Rivereast Facebook page, located at www.
facebook.com/RivereastNewsBulletin.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Obituaries 

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
Many new Colors In stoCk!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% off
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 11/30/21.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Colchester
Erwin E. Lemire

Erwin E. Lemire, 83, 
of Franklin, passed away 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, in 
Colchester. He passed 
away the same way he 
lived... on his own terms. 

Erwin was born Aug. 
14, 1938, to the late Ray-
mond Crouch and Eunice 
Chamberlin Lemire, and raised by his mother 
Eunice and second father, Raymond Lemire. He 
played basketball for Norwich Free Academy, 
under the direction of Howie Dickerman Sr., 
during the 1950s. Upon graduating, he joined 
the United States Navy where he dedicated four 
years of service. After his service, he met and 
married the love of his life Jeanne (Franklin) 
Lemire, and together, they brought three chil-
dren up. 

Aside from his dedication to his wife, Erwin 
spent more than 40 years with Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft Manufacturing, as a balance operator. 

Colchester
Harold Alvin Durel Jr.

Harold Alvin Durel Jr. 
was born June 16, 1943, 
in New Orleans, La., and 
passed away peacefully 
at Palms West Hospital in 
Loxahatchee, Fla., Friday, 
Oct. 9, 2020, at the age of 
77. He was a resident of 
Palm Beach, Fla., at the 
time of his passing.

Harold served our 
country in the Army National Guard in his 
youth, while living in Louisiana.  With a life-
long love of small business entrepreneurship, in 
the early 1970s he opened his furniture store, 
Neptune’s Daughter, in Lafayette. The store 
was well-known, highly regarded for quality 
furniture and waterbeds.  

In 1978, he found the Baptist faith a better 
fit than his Catholic upbringing, and moved 
to Colchester with his children. He worked at 
Hilltop Motors for several years as a new car 
salesman, breaking sales records.  It is also 
where he met his wife of 40 years, Joan Staehly 
in 1980.  He then founded his insurance busi-
ness, A Durel Agency, and became a top agent 
for Nationwide Insurance, then later, Metro-
politan Insurance Company, where he broke 
life insurance sales records. Subsequently, his 
wife joined the business and they expanded into 
selling all lines of insurance until they sold the 
business in 1990.   In 1991, Harold and Joan 
moved to Loxahatchee, Fla., where they resided 
for several years, eventually settling in Royal 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Also, in 1991, Harold and his son, David, co-
founded Bottom Line Telecommunications.  In 
the late ‘90s they shifted focus from reselling 
telephone services to online sales of computer 
related equipment and services, this predates 
online retailers like Amazon, by years.  The 
business flourished and continues in operation, 
thriving to this day.

At the age of 68, Harold retired, and enjoyed 
spending his time with his wife and their vari-
ous pets and travelling to see family in Con-
necticut and Louisiana.  Daily, he studied his 
Bible while worshiping the Lord. Harold was a 
loving, caring, and generous man, and received 
an award from the March of Dimes for his gen-
erosity.  

Harold would often spin yarns about his 
youth, like being a teenager drag racing on the 
streets of Kenner, La., in his parents’ car on the 
weekend while simultaneously babysitting his 
sister and twin brothers in the backseat.  The 
tales were numerous and seemed to become 
more embellished yet wildly humorous from 
each telling, often referring to himself as, 
“world famous, internationally known, good 
looking, and fun to be with.”  His stories never 
failed to entertain his children, grandchildren, 

East Hampton
Shani Jamila Alexander

Shani Jamila Alexan-
der, 47, of East Hampton, 
transitioned Tuesday, Oct. 
19, at Hartford Hospital. 
Shani was born in San 
Jose, Calif., on Feb. 19, 
1974, to Charles and Do-
lores (Burgess) Alexan-
der.

A meet-and-greet to 
celebrate her life was held Wednesday, Oct. 27, 
at Henry L. Fuqua Funeral Service (a division 
of Howard K. Hill Funeral Services), 94 Gran-
by St., Bloomfield, CT 06002. 

To leave a message of comfort for the Alex-
ander family and view the full obituary, please 
visit www.hkhfuneralservices.com.

Portland
Watson Andrew Hale Jr.

Watson Andrew Hale Jr., 81, peacefully 
passed Tuesday, Oct. 5. He was the son of the 
late Watson Andrew Hale Sr. and Mary (Din-
gwell) Hale.

Andy was a lifelong resident of Portland. He 
graduated from PHS in 1958, and retired from 
Smurfit-Stone after 37 years. He was a lifetime 
member of Hemlock Grange 182, where he held 
many positions. His passions included photog-
raphy, gardening, canning, maple syrup mak-
ing, chair caning, and rocks and gems which he 
in turn created many beautiful jewelry pieces 
that he live-demonstrated at the Portland Fair.

He is survived by a daughter, Virginia Ann 
Whittle (Brian), and a son, Andrew Paul Hale. 
He leaves two sisters, Harriett Sanborn (Bill), 
and Shirley Long, one granddaughter, four 
grandsons, two great grandchildren, and many 
nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his wife, Linda Clark; 
his brother-in-law, Edward Long; his sister, Pa-
tricia Long; and her husband, Harold Long.

Memorial services will be held Friday, Nov. 
5, at 5 p.m., at the Hemlock Grange Hall at Sage 
Hollow Road in Portland.

East Hampton
Robert Denis Olzacki

Robert Denis Olzacki, 
58, formerly of East 
Hampton, died after a 
brief illness at Middlesex 
Hospital Saturday, Oct. 
23. Bob was born Nov. 
15, 1962, in New Lon-
don, to the late Robert J. 
and MaryAnn (Brown) 
Olzacki of East Hampton. 

Bob was formerly employed at Jarvis Airfoil 
in Portland, Pratt & Whitney Research Center 
in East Hartford, Budney Industries in Berlin 
and Heritage Autobody in Glastonbury. 

Bob was survived by his daughter Nichole 
Decker and her husband Michael of North 
Windham; his two beloved granddaughters, 
Emma and Aria Decker of North Windham; he 
is also survived by his brothers Joseph and his 
partner Josh, Michael and his wife Cheri and his 
sister Kristin and her husband Paul, all of East 
Hampton. He also leaves behind his nephews 
Dylan and wife Meghan, Austin and his sig-
nificant other Chelsea, niece Baylee, two great-
nephews, Brooks and Cason. Bob also leaves 
behind his childhood friend Erland Slayton and 
his wife Kim, who were a source of constant 
love and support. 

A celebration of life will be held Sunday, 
Nov. 14, at the Olzacki Compound at 14 Flan-
ders Rd., East Hampton, from 2-4 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to 
your local Food Bank.

Colchester
Michael W. Savitsky

Michael W. Savitsky, 
71, of Colchester, passed 
away Wednesday, Oct. 20. 
He was the beloved hus-
band of Pati (Pieta) for 43 
years and father to Daniel 
and his wife Andrea, Eric, 
and Jason and his fiancée 
Sarah Alessio, as well as 
his loyal dog Jack. 

Michael is survived by 
Kathy and Wil Cunningham, John and Shanna 
Pieta, Susi and Damian Bianchi, Dave Pieta, 
and Rosemarie Pieta.  He is remembered by his 
college buddies John and Ron.  He is also sur-
vived by his sisters Barbara, Joann, and Andrea.  

He was born to the late Michael and Olga 
(Eshak) Savitsky on Oct. 27, 1949, and gradu-
ated from Bacon Academy and the University 
of West Palm Beach.  He worked at Pratt & 
Whitney as a telecommunications analyst for 
47 years and is remembered by his friends and 
co-workers there.  Michael loved working out-
side in his yard and lending a hand to his sons 
and other family.  He enjoyed metal detecting, 
grilling, corn hole, and building birdhouses.  He 
enjoyed live music from local bands, especially 
his sons’. 

His family asks that friends look to the fu-
neral home website for future service details.  
To visit the funeral home website, please go to 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. Auro-
ra-McCarthy Funeral Home has been entrusted 
with Mr. Savitsky’s care.

 In lieu of flowers, please consider making 
a donation to the Colchester Fire Department 
and EMTs.

Colchester
Tyler Jeffrey Graham

Tyler Jeffrey Graham, 
18, of Colchester, died 
suddenly Friday, Oct. 22, 
in a car accident. He was 
born Jan. 20, 2003, and 
grew up in Colchester. 
His loss is felt by all that 
met and loved him. 

Tyler was beloved by 
all who knew him and 
made a lasting impact on his community on and 
off the athletic field. He excelled in soccer and 
basketball, but his true love was lacrosse. He 
was known for his sportsmanship, passion and 
was a natural leader being awarded a captain 
in his senior year at Bacon Academy. His foot-
work danced him across the field, earning him 
the nickname “Mambo.” Tyler was a true team 
player who looked out for his younger team-
mates taking them under his wing and encour-
aging their growth in the sport he loved. Tyler 
was a graduate of Bacon Academy ’21 and had 
just entered his freshman year at Western Con-
necticut State University, majoring in Business 
Administration and was very proud to continue 
his lacrosse career in college. 

To family and friends, Tyler exuded a strong 
protective streak and was known as the peace-
keeper, a skill he perfected growing up between 
his two sisters. His smile would light up any 
room he entered and was known for his amaz-
ing sense of humor and goofy nature bringing 
joy to all around him. 

Tyler is survived by his parents Jeffrey and 
Dina (Petrucci) Graham of Colchester; his sis-
ters, Abby and Katie Graham; grandparents, 
Peter and Connie Graham; his aunt, Dawn Pe-
trucci; and uncle, Robert Graham; as well as 
his maternal grandfather, Richard Petrucci. He 
leaves behind his friends who became family 
and beloved pets Lily, Gizmo and Tommy. 

He was predeceased by his maternal grand-
mother, Marie Petrucci; his great-grandfather, 
Anthony Scialla; and uncle, Robert Deyber. 

Calling hours will be 4-8 p.m., at St. Andrew 
Church in Colchester today, Friday, Oct. 29, 
and a funeral Mass will be celebrated on Satur-
day, Oct. 30, at 11 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, Tyler’s loved ones would 
like you to consider a donation payable to the 
Tyler Graham Foundation, P.O. Box 732, Col-
chester, CT 06415 to benefit future generations 
of lacrosse players. 

Online condolences may be made by visiting 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Jacob Philip Chapman

It is with great sadness 
we announce the passing 
of Jacob Philip Chapman. 
Jake lost his life in a trag-
ic car accident on Friday, 
Oct. 22. He was 18 years 
old. Jake was born April 
1, 2003, in Manchester. 
He was the son of D. Tra-
vis and Hilary (Jones) 
Chapman of Colchester. 
Jake lived life to the fullest. He valued his fam-
ily and friends and brought a smile to everyone 
he met. He particularly enjoyed fishing with 
friends, playing lacrosse, and his annual trips to 
Cape Cod with his cousins.

Growing up in Colchester, Jake had a great 
talent and affinity for Lacrosse. He started 
with Colchester Youth Lacrosse and went on to 
play with the Bacon Academy Lacrosse team, 
graduating with the class of 2021. Jake was at-
tending Western Connecticut State University 
as a freshman and was also a member of the 
Lacrosse team there.

Those left to treasure his memory are his par-
ents, Travis and Hilary Chapman; his beloved 
sister, Aviana; his grandparents, Bruce and 
Cindy Jones; Aunt Jen (Jon) Bronzi; Uncle Re-
ese (Kim) Jones; Uncle Ben Jones; Aunt Jane 
(Skip) Thomas; Aunt Susan Chapman; Uncle 
Jimmy Chapman; numerous cousins and spe-
cial family friend “Grampa” Phil Grasso. Jake 
was predeceased by his grandparents Raymond 
and Joan Chapman.

A lovable and caring son, brother, grandson, 
nephew, cousin, and friend, Jake brought much 
joy into our lives and will be cherished forever. 
Even though our hearts are broken, we take sol-
ace in the fact that we were able to share his 
life for 18 years. You left us way too soon, you 
fine young man, but we gladly embrace the time 
we got.

A celebration of Jake’s life with visitation 
calling hours will be held Monday, Nov. 1, 
from 3-7 p.m., at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral 
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. All 
other services will be held privately. 

The family requests that donations to hon-
or Jake’s memory be made to benefit other 
youth to enjoy Lacrosse as he did. Colchester 
Youth Lacrosse, PO Box 355, Colchester, CT 
06415, www.colchesterlax.org, or Bacon Acad-
emy Boys Lacrosse Team, c/o Bacon Academy 
Athletics, 611 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 
06415. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

He was also the co-founder of CYO at St. John’s 
Church, in Cromwell. Erwin continued his pas-
sion for basketball by supporting the UConn 
women’s and men’s teams, being described as 
a “avid and loyal” supporter. 

Erwin will be missed by his wife Jeanne, as 
well as his son and caregiver, John P. Lemire. In 
spite of having a difficult relationship with his 
father, John loved his father Erwin immensely, 
to the point where he oversaw his care at home 
for more than five years. Erwin is further sur-
vived by his oldest daughter, Sherri Leveille, 
and his youngest son, Darin Lemire. 

He was predeceased by his only brother, 
Donald Lemire Chamberlin. 

Mr. Lemire’s care has been entrusted to the 
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home. To share a 
memory or sign the online guestbook, please 
visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

See Obituaries, page 35
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Supports Bylone
To the Editor:

Recently, I ran the Salmon River race organized by 
the Colchester Land Trust. First Selectman of Colches-
ter, Mary Bylone, was volunteering and helping runners 
pick up their race packets, giving up her morning to help 
a local event run smoothly.

The reasons I love living in Colchester is the com-
munity we have here, and the outdoor recreation op-
portunities. Mary Bylone has been a fantastic leader at 
supporting both. Volunteering at a race that supports the 
Colchester Land Trust is typical of Mary and her place 
in our community.

After Tropical Storm Henri this summer, the rain had 
gouged huge channels through the Air Line Trail spur. 
These were so big that it would be impossible for kids 
to bike along the trail and were pretty big for adult run-
ners to jump over! I sent pictures of these to the First 
Selectman and the very next day they were repaired by 
the town. Mary is able to plan for the big picture of long-
term growth in Colchester, but she is always there for the 
immediate things that matter to a municipal leader. 

Everything Mary does is responsive to the needs of 
our community. She cares deeply about Colchester and 
the people who live in it. Mary Bylone is exactly the kind 
of leader that our town needs, and I look forward to see-
ing how she continues to support the growth of Colches-
ter through the coming years.

Sarah Croucher – Colchester

Thank You, Everyone
To the Editor:

I want to thank everyone in my community, moms, 
teachers and neighbors who have reached out and sup-
ported me during the last few months. I appreciate ev-
eryone putting my sign on their lawn as they know that 
I stand for what they do and will represent them in my 
seat. This role is not about me or my family but for ev-
eryone else in my community who shares the same val-
ues and want their children to live in a safe environment. 

I encourage everyone to vote on Nov. 2 as that is the 
first step of making a change in our community and 
world. I have never been involved in politics or been a 
public servant, but I will utilize my experience and skill-
set to the board as they face a lot of challenges in these 
new challenging times.

Diana Morales
Hebron Board of Education Candidate

Reelect Benson-Clarke 
To the Editor:

Judy Benson-Clarke, a resident of Marlborough for 
over 20 years, has been a member of the RHAM Board 
of Education for 10 years and the RHAM community 
would greatly benefit if she gets the opportunity to serve 
another term. Judy is a mother of two RHAM High 
School graduates and has a great respect for public edu-
cation. She believes in keeping public education strong.

Judy has a doctorate in gifted education and special 
education and has held many positions in education, 
including teacher, principal, special education director, 
assistant superintendent and superintendent of schools. 
She has a deep love and respect for public education. She 
strives for continuous improvement and wants to make 
sure that every student, family and the community ben-
efit from RHAM’s world-class education.

As a mother of two children who have graduated 
from RHAM, one currently at RHAM and another to be 
there in several years, I urge you to reelect Judy Ben-
son-Clarke for the RHAM Board of Education to keep 
RHAM an exceptional place to learn.

Farrel Sena – Marlborough 

Voting for Tripp
To the Editor:

I am going to vote for Jim Tripp for Portland first se-
lectman. Jim is honest, caring, enthusiastic, knowledge-
able, and works hard. I have known him for 20 years and 
worked with him on the Brownstone Quorum for that 
period of time. Jim has been president of the Brownstone 
Quorum for many years. One of the projects we worked 
on together was bringing the potential of the brownstone 
quarries to everyone’s attention. The Brownstone Ad-
venture Sports Park brings in a great deal of money to 
the town of Portland.

Jim’s service and experience on the Board of Select-
man, Board of Education, the new town park committee, 
the Portland Airline Trail Committee, and the Lions Club 
demonstrates his commitment to what is best for the 
town of Portland. In everything his family is always be-
hind him. It doesn’t hurt that he is fun to work with, too!

Cindy Andrus – Portland

Choosing Coshow
To the Editor:

Please join me in voting for Alannah Coshow for East 
Hampton Board of Finance.

Alannah is dedicated, well-prepared and a fiscally 
responsible board member that has common sense. She 
cares about our community and wants to ensure that the 
taxpayers can afford to continue to live in East Hamp-
ton, while the town provides the services our community 
needs. 

Please join me on Nov. 2 and vote Line 9B for Alan-
nah Danaher Coshow!

Sincerely,
Judy Isele – East Hampton 

It’s a Big Deal
To the Editor:

On Nov. 2, the registered voters of Marlborough will 
have a rare opportunity to vote on nine proposed charter 
changes as recommended by the bipartisan, Charter Re-
vision Commission (CRC) and approved by the Board 
of Selectmen (BOS). For Marlborough residents who are 
unaware, the town charter is the basic legal document 
that defines the powers and functions of our elected offi-
cials as well as the organization and essential procedures 
of Town government.

Proposed changes to the charter are a big deal and 
hopefully every voter will obtain as much information 
as they can, in order to make an informed decision about 
their voting choices. Voters are encouraged to review the 
CRC Final Report which is available on the town web-
site at marlboroughct.net. In addition, a charter revision 
brochure (flyer), which provides some background infor-
mation on the charter revision ballot questions, will be 
included in the Oct. 29 issue of the Rivereast newspaper.

Lastly, I would like to publicly give thanks to the 
CRC members (Joseph Blanco, Louise Concodello, 
Evelyn Godbout, Sarah McGuire, David Porteous, Ju-
lie Revaz, Judy Kelly, and Mary Quirk), for their many 
hours of dedication and hard work. Since its creation in 
February 2020, the Commission has conducted its busi-
ness in a manner intended to maximize the opportuni-
ties for public input, to solicit and gather a wide range 
of ideas, issues and suggestions for improvement in the 
current 1985 town charter. Every commission member 
played a key role and participated in researching issues, 
presenting findings, debate and consensus building and 
expressed what he or she believed to be in the best inter-
est for the residents of Marlborough.

Robert Ragusa – Marlborough
Note: Ragusa is the chair of the 2020-21 Marlbor-

ough Charter Revision Commission, but said he is 
speaking as an individual.

Mary Bylone’s Accomplishments
To the Editor:

Not long after Mary Bylone took office, she needed 
to address COVID-19, the worst pandemic since 1918. 
Mary, a retired nurse, had the experience to handle an 
unexpected crisis. Mary followed all state guidelines and 
facilitated the inclusion of COVID-19 testing and vacci-
nation sites in Colchester. She kept us informed with her 
daily COVID-19 Facebook briefings. Mary ensured that 
services to seniors, including meals and transportation, 
continued. Businesses remained open by temporarily 
changing zoning laws that allowed for creative outdoor 
dining.

Mary is an advocate for economic development. Even 
during the pandemic Colchester gained 180 new busi-
nesses since January.

Dennler for Board of Finance
To the Editor:

Two years ago, a vacancy emerged on the Colchester 
Board of Finance. I saw it as a chance to use my profes-
sional municipal experience to help my own community, 
so I applied. I was appointed at the start of the pandemic 
and was elected vice chair that summer.

As a member, I fought to increase firefighter staffing 
and keep taxes flat during the height of the pandemic. I 
helped redevelop the town’s fund balance policy to make 
sure rainy day funds are used sustainably. I also have 
served as the liaison to the American Rescue Plan Ad-
Hoc Committee. I support using ARPA funds to invest in 
our community without creating fiscal cliffs that could 
threaten our long-term financial stability. Now is the 
time to make improvements in recreational facilities and 
enhancements to town infrastructure.

Previously, I served as vice chair of the Economic 
Development Commission. I remain an advocate for re-
sponsible economic development that matches the char-

Philhower for Town Council
To the Editor:

I am so proud to support Mark Philhower as a candi-
date for the East Hampton Town Council. I have known 
him for more than 20 years and you won’t find a person 
more hardworking, honest, and dedicated to our town. 
Mark will fight for prudent spending and local control 
of all issues. He knows it’s your money, your town, your 
freedom. If not you, who? If not now, when? If not here, 
where? 

Vote for Mark for Town Council!
Emily Nichols – East Hampton

Bloom Energy completed the construction of its fuel 
cell that will bring $455,000 of new tax revenue per 
year for 20 years. Also proposed is a Medical Marijuana 
Greenhouse which has more potential for additional rev-
enue. As revenue goes up, taxes go down. The Grand list 
in Colchester grew by 1.5% in 2020 and our bond rating 
is AA+. 

A large parcel of open space land on Rt 16 was pur-
chased. This will connect greenways and provide more 
passive recreation for our town residents.

State grants for new sidewalks on Lebanon Avenue, 
for the completed bridge next to Norton Park and for 
improving our historic town green have been received. 
These save the taxpayers’ dollars.

The proposed new senior center will go to town meet-
ing on Nov. 4 to move this project to referendum on Nov. 
16.

At the RecPlex – field irrigation, playground con-
struction, and resurfaced basketball courts are under 
way. Additional ARPA funds are being requested for 
the tennis courts, pickle ball, more field work, and play-
ground equipment.

Reelect Mary Bylone and the Democratic team on 
Row A to keep Colchester moving forward.

Sincerely,
Michael Hayes – Colchester

Note: Hayes is a member of the Colchester Board of 
Finance, but said he is speaking as an individual. 

Vote Line ‘A’
To the Editor:

I have had the privilege of working closely with Mary 
Bylone and the rest of the Democratic candidates for 
many years. I can attest to the commitment and integrity 
of this team who continues to have Colchester’s best in-
terests in mind. I am grateful to be associated with these 
honorable and dedicated people. Please vote line A on 
Nov. 2.

Thank you,
Susan Thomas – Colchester 

Candidate for the Board of Assessment Appeals

See Letters, page 30

★ Story cont. from page 9
Mustangs in Puddles

To the Editor:
Hi, I’m a new member of the Colchester Democratic 

Town Committee.  I got involved because I know the 
Democrats are best suited to keep Colchester a great 
place to live.  My wife and I are putting down roots in 
town, and volunteering with the Democratic team is my 
way of positively impacting the community I live in.

A unique volunteer opportunity I had was helping 
First Selectman Bylone take photos of her accomplish-
ments for her campaign website.  She offered to drive, 
and we hit about a dozen locations where her efforts had 
a significant impact.  Between stops, we talked about 
how she got her unique dog logo, about the best fishing 
spots in the area, and how she almost totaled her Mus-
tang by driving into a surprisingly deep puddle on her 
farm.  

We only had an hour before we ran out of light, so we 
could only hit the highlights. As we drove, Mary told me 
about all these other less flashy projects that were hap-
pening too. No matter what street we were on, Mary had 
a story to share about progress.   Around every corner, 
she was telling me about a new business opening, or a 
grant allowing for investments, or another cool project 
that was happening.  

What I got a sense of is how proud and humble she 
was about her accomplishments.  We didn’t stop to take 
pictures of all these little projects, but I know they are 
there.  For a few moments, I got to listen to a person who 
cared about the town talk about how proud they were 
about making Colchester a better place to live, and that’s 
why I know First Selectman Bylone deserves reelection.   

John Farrell – Colchester

I Can’t Support This
To the Editor:

The town of Andover is being asked to saddle 
$700,000 of the $3.5 million bonding for a new RHAM 
turf field that is being voted on Nov. 2. This $3.5 million 
number only covers the initial cost, not the maintenance 
and $1 million replacement 10 years later. Nor does it 
cover the high disposal costs of the used turf or does it 
address the environmental concerns of the chemicals in 
this material running off into groundwater.

Instead of asking for $800,000 to rectify the drainage 
issues and re-seed the field for grass play, the RHAM 
BOE has decided to gamble on trying to address the 
drainage problem and add turf in one large project. I am 
much more in favor of spending $800,000, waiting a few 
years to evaluate the repairs and then discuss the turf at a 
later date. I cannot support spending taxpayer money to 
lay down turf and an LED-lighted track on an unproven 
drainage fix.

When the town of Andover has a $4 million backlog 
of bridgework and roadwork I have to question what 
value this field will bring to the majority of the Andover 
town residents. It will offset funds needed for roadwork 
without a major tax increase and will delay much needed 
road and bridge repairs if we have to offset our budget 
$70,000-$100,000 a year to pay for this. 

I cannot in good faith support this project and I en-
courage the voters in the RHAM school district do the 
same. Let’s fix the drainage and get a dry playable grass 
field first before we even start talking turf.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey A. Murray – Andover

Note: Murray is an Andover selectman, but said he is 
speaking as an individual.

Welcome to Democratic Party
Dear Newly-Registered Democrats-

On behalf of the Hebron Democratic Town Commit-
tee, welcome to the Democratic Party.

As of the writing of this letter, approximately 29% of 
registered Hebron voters are affiliated with the Demo-
crats, a number which has continued to grow throughout 
the last five years and is only surpassed by those who are 
unaffiliated. In fact, over 10% of the town’s registered 
Republicans have changed affiliation since the January 
6th attack on the Capitol alone. You are part of a wave 
of folks who are working toward a brighter, more equi-
table future for our planet and the species that inhabit it. 
Whether you’re a newly registered voter or have recently 
changed your affiliation, we are thrilled to have you.

The DTC is run and supported by a dedicated group 
of volunteers. A true microcosm of Dems across the na-
tion, the Hebron DTC is composed of Democrats who 
range from progressive to moderate. Our shared mission 
is to help elect competent, forward-thinking candidates 
to office in local, state, and federal elections.

Please join in our efforts - there are a number of ways 
in which you can help:

· Join the DTC
· Attend DTC meetings - open to all registered 

BOE Team for Portland
To the Editor:

I’m excited and honored to be on a team that’s run a 
very positive campaign. We’ve focused on our qualifica-
tions and on the role we’ll take to support our schools, 
the students, our community, and all the dedicated dis-
trict staff.

David Murphy, Stacey Benham, and I are exception-
ally well qualified candidates for the Board of Education. 
Dave and I presently serve on the BOE and are asking for 
your vote for our reelection. I have served on the Port-
land BOE for six years and Dave for 4 years. Along with 
Dave, I’ve made it my job to ensure our schools deliver a 
rigorous, high-quality public education.  To accomplish 
this technology, policy, personnel, curriculum, and infra-
structure improvements have been our priorities. 

Stacey is first-time BOE candidate and has the exten-
sive resume and experience needed to be an effective ad-
vocate for student achievement, curriculum development 
and effective use of district resources. I encourage you to 
learn more about each of us at gopportlandct.com .

Our community makes a tremendous financial invest-
ment in our district. I assure you that our team will be 
effective and vocal in its responsibility to your students 
and our community. While our team will not have ma-
jority representation on the board, we are dedicated to 
being a voice for reasoned debate and effective decision 
making.

I ask you for your support with your vote for me, 
Dave, and Stacy and Nov. 2.

Tim Lavoy – Portland
Candidate for Board of Education

Qualified, Devoted Residents
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter in support of Dan Larson who 
is running for reelection to the Hebron Board of Select-
men (BOS).

Dan has been actively involved in various elected and 
appointed town positions for about 40 years. It has been 
my pleasure to work alongside of him for the last six 
years on the BOS. Dan is a man of integrity and prin-
ciple. He loves the Town of Hebron as is evident by his 
devotion to the demands of serving as chair of the He-
bron Board of Selectmen.

Also, up for reelection are two members of the Board 
of Finance: Diane DelRosso, Michael McCormack. Both 
are extremely qualified for their positions, and they serve 
Hebron with distinction.

We are indeed fortunate to have such qualified and 
devoted residents willing to give of their time on behalf 
of our town.

I urge you to vote on Nov. 2 for Dan Larson, Diane 
DelRosso and Michael McCormack and our other Re-
publican candidates.

Sincerely,
Gail B. Richmond – Hebron

Note: Richmond is a member of the Hebron Board 
of Selectmen, but said she is speaking as an individual.

Bisbikos Has Delivered
To the Editor:

Andreas Bisbikos has delivered on his word from day 
1. I could illustrate many instances but I’ll remind every 
one of his first year on BOF. We had $100,000 on the 
table where Andreas held his ground disapproving the 
line item. With majority vote that item went to referen-
dum where it failed. He was right, voters did not want 
to that spending despite the bustle in the meeting room 
claiming otherwise. From the start he has been unwaver-
ing in protecting our tax dollar. As first selectman, his 
advocacy will continue as its imbedded in his tenets with 
transparency and affordability.

With Andreas as first selectman, the budget process 
will provide a higher level of accountability to our vot-
ers. A top-down review of every department will kick off 
our budget season unlike any other we’ve experienced. I 
don’t know of any other first selectman candidate in the 
state, let alone Mary, willing to do the same. 

I only speak from experience...Vote Row B. 
Andrea Migliaccio – Colchester 

Note: Migliaccio is a member of the Colchester Board 
of Finance, but said he is speaking as an individual.

Supporting Republican Slate
To the Editor:

This election season I am truly pleased in the Repub-
lican slate.  In years past, the process seemed to cater to 
political insiders.  The caucus held this year was very 
well advertised and attended and roughly 125 Republi-
cans were in attendance.

The slate is composed of young professionals known 
and loved in the community.  They are energized and 
looking forward to serving the community.  Each of 
them brings a fresh perspective and together they are a 
well-rounded team.

The prospect of the coming two years with this slate is 
one that gives me hope and leaves me excited.

Vote Republican; Vote Row B.
Vanessa Parzych – Colchester

Why I’m Running
To the Editor:

Every voter that does not vote with blind loyalty 
weighs the pros and cons of each candidate. Although I 
am a former member of the Board of Finance, it doesn’t 
say much about what I bring to the table. Everyone has 
a story and that makes me no different. I lost my mother 
to cancer when I was 12; my father was left to raise five 
boys alone. My father decided the best way to secure the 
future of his boys was to leave his corporate job and start 
his own construction company. We were raised by and 
in that company, learning the value of a dollar as every 
dollar out of the company was a dollar out of our family 
pocket. Not only did my father’s company raise us, it 
sent me to college.

I did not return to partner with my father after gradu-
ation; I decided to instead strike out on my own. I began 
my career as an air traffic controller, after a few years I 
was elected to the board of directors of the ATC union. 
It was there that I honed my negotiating skills and as it 
turned out had quite the talent for it. With each negotia-
tion, the needs of the agency, funded by the taxpayers, 
was weighed against the needs of the air traffic control-
lers. As a member of the BOF I will balance the needs of 
the town and the burden it places on the taxpayer.

My mom and dad are long gone now. They never got 
to see me graduate law school, pass the bar or what my 
wife tells me is the highlight of my life, admission to the 
bar of the Supreme Court of the United States, even if 
she did get seated right in front of Anton Scalia. 

Kurt John Comisky – East Hampton

Democrats, regardless of DTC membership- on the 
fourth Monday of each month.

· Join our Friends of the DTC mailing list
· Help us get out the vote! Dem voter turnout is 

historically low and we’re working to change that trend
· Follow us on Facebook (Hebron Democrats), 

Instagram (hebrondems), and Twitter @hebrondems. 
Learn more or donate at hebrondems.com

· Join us at a fundraiser; see our website and Facebook 
page for more info. · Email us at hebrondems@
hebrondems.com for more information and, most 
importantly,

· Vote Blue!! The municipal elections are Tuesday, 
Nov. 2.

See you at the polls,
Cathy McSweeney

DTC Engagement Committee
Hebron

A Vote for Children’s Futures
To the Editor:

Hello, my name is Joseph Colletti and I am asking 
you to do what’s right for the future of our children and 
vote for me for the RHAM Board of Education. As a life-
long member of our community and a graduate RHAM 
in 2010, I want what is best for the kids. I want them to 
excel after high school and be prepared for real world 
challenges that they are sure to face. This comes with 
more classes in economics, finance, and business in 
general. We face tough times ahead and need our future 
workforce to be prepared. 

The sports field is another large issue at this time. 
We will have to follow to will of the electors to pursue 
the turf or go a different direction. But with experience 
in budgeting through my job at UPS, I will be able to 
handle either outcome the voters choose. I am prepared 
to give this position my all because all everyone wants is 
a better future for our children and for our community. 

These are just a few examples of why I am running 
for the RHAM Board of Education. My email is joe.
coll92@gmail.com if anyone has questions for me be-
fore or after the election.

Thank you for your vote,
Joe Colletti -- Hebron

RHAM Board of Education Candidate
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acter of our community. I believe economic development 
must be matched by efforts to preserve our open space, 
including historic farmland, now before it is too late.

At times, the BOF can be a heated board to serve on. 
I try to remain calm, to listen carefully, consider other 
perspectives, and ask how my decisions will impact our 
entire community. This is a board with big responsibili-
ties and sometimes there are no easy answers, but at the 
end of the day affordability is paramount.

I hope I have demonstrated that I am someone you 
can have faith in to consider tough decisions for the good 
of our town. On Tuesday please consider casting a vote 
for me, Bernard Dennler III, for Colchester Board of Fi-
nance. Your support would be an honor.

Bernie Dennler III – Colchester

Charter Revision
To the Editor:

Marlborough needs a more resilient town government 
for 21st century complexities. The proposed charter re-
vision changes provide that foundation. See the link for 
the rationale behind each proposal: https://tinyurl.com/
p9f8v4r9

Vote to approve the nine questions on the ballot to 
move us towards an enhanced governmental resilience. 
We are decades overdue with this thorough review and 
suggestions for improvements in our charter. It was an 
extraordinary nonpartisan effort that made these propos-
als possible.

Dave Porteous – Marlborough 
Former Charter Revision Commission Member

Tragic Loss
Dear Colchester Friends:

Colchester suffered a deep and tragic loss last Friday. 
Jacob Chapman and Tyler Graham, both 18 years old, 
were young men of exceptional talent and promise. They 
were best friends well-loved by the community for their 
warm, funny spirits and ever-smiling faces. My sincer-
est sympathies go to their families, friends, and all those 
who feel this loss. My deepest appreciation goes to the 
first responders who were at the scene. This devastating 
event will have a lasting impact on so many people far 
into the future.

Everyone processes grief differently – in varying pat-
terns and time frames. As we begin to move forward, we 
can recall what makes our community so special. The 
vigil on the green Sunday evening was a beautiful trib-
ute to two lives lost too soon. Our community came to-
gether to share in our collective grief and offer support to 
one another. In the upcoming days, weeks, months, and 
years, let us remember the importance of kindness and 
compassion towards each other. And let us not forget that 
we, the residents of Colchester, are here for one another.

Tragedy like this forces us all to pause and take stock 
of what is really important in life. We have all heard the 
sayings that advise us to tell our families that we love 
them, hug those dear to us, never walk away angry, or 
smile at a stranger. May we strongly consider these 
words of wisdom as we remember Jacob and Tyler, two 
special young men who will always be remembered, 
while we all hold our loved ones a little closer.

With Regrets,
Mary Bylone

First Selectman of Colchester

Heart for Hebron
To the Editor:

We are blessed in Hebron to have excellent candidates 
from both parties running for seats on local boards. In 
the spirit of person over party, I offer my support for a 
number of candidates running in Tuesday’s elections. I 
support Mike McCormack, who is running for Board of 
Finance. I have known Mike for over 20 years. He is 
deliberate in decision-making and an excellent listener. 
Most importantly, he is deeply invested in the Hebron 
community. 

Also demonstrating a commitment to the community 
are Claudia Riley, Maura Baker and Heather Summerer, 
who are seeking election to the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion. I have known Claudia and Maura almost as long as 
I have known Mike and continue to admire their energy 
and dedication to Hebron. Maura, Claudia, and Heather 
value multiple perspectives and are ready to listen and 
collaborate, ensuring that RHAM will remain an out-
standing district while continuing to grow in a way that 
meets the needs of all students. 

Finally, I offer my support for Jim Petrozza, candidate 
for the Zoning Board of Appeals. Like Claudia, Heather, 
Maura and Mike, Jim makes thoughtful decisions and 
cares deeply for Hebron. These candidates have previ-
ously served the community in some capacity, and I ad-
mire their authentic commitment to the town and to all 
those who live here.

So, who is a Republican and who is a Democrat? Who 
cares! These excellent people will serve our town with a 
“heart for Hebron.” Who could ask for more?

Mary Rose Meade – Hebron 

Seeking Votes for Another Term
To the Editor:

I am Bob Hein, a Democratic candidate for the Board 
of Finance in East Hampton. I am completing my second 
year on the Board of Finance and I am asking for the 
support and votes of East Hampton residents for another 
term. The last two years were challenging and the next 
few years will be so also. I also seek your support for 
incumbent Ted Turner and new candidate Kurt Comisky. 
Working with board chairman Matt Bennington, we 
would be a unified team working to make the best deci-
sions for our town budget. We will support the critical 
services of our town, that is, public safety (police and 
fire), infrastructure (roads, sidewalks, bridges, sewer, 
and yes, water) and education. There are also other im-
portant aspects of town government, such as parks and 
recreation, library, senior services, Village Center, and 
health. All are worthy of our support. 

Once again I ask for your vote for me, Robert Hein, 
along with running mates Ted Turner, Kurt Comisky, and 
the rest of the Democratic ticket.

Thank you,
Robert (Bob) Hein – East Hampton

Those Weren’t My Words
To the Editor:

My name is Barry Rodgers and I am a candidate for 
the Portland Board of Education. I wanted to touch base 
on an interview that I did for the Rivereast that was pub-
lished last week. It stated my race and my color, and that 
I would bring perspective to an all-white board to em-
phasize the experiences of Black students. Those are not 
my words. I am not using the color of my skin to run for 
the board. I am a man; I am a human being with a drive, 
motivation, ideas and a focus who happens to be running 
in this election and I am also running because I believe 
that all students no matter what race they are deserve a 
great education.

With respect to Stacy Benham, Tim Lavoy, Dave 
Murphy, even my team of Sharon Peters, Kim Nagy-
Marushock and Kate Puorro, none of them were men-
tioned in the article as being white, so was it necessary to 
mention that I am Black? I have lived in Portland for 21 
years and I have met a lot of great people in this town and 
it is my wish that if they vote for me they do it because 
they know me, my heart, my drive, my ability, and what 
I can bring to the table. My skin color should never be 
a reason to vote for me. I look forward to this election 
and if elected I look forward to getting to work for our 
students and staff. Get out and vote!!!!

Barry Rodgers – Portland
Democratic Candidate for the Board of Education

Vote Nov. 2!
Dear Marlborough Residents:

As many of you know, I’m a big fan of getting people 
out to vote. Over the past few years, I’ve spent many 
days around town making people aware of how to regis-
ter to vote and the value of having one’s voice heard via 
the voting booth. I found that while most people were 
eager for the information, sadly, some people were dis-
couraged not recognizing how valuable one vote can be. 
I did my best to convince them otherwise! 

Voting is critical in our local elections. This year is 
a great year to vote! We need to elect people who will 
serve our boards with great pride and the ability to bring 
members together. We have some amazing people who 
are willing to dedicate their free time to help Marlbor-
ough. I ask that you consider me for Board of Finance 
when casting your vote.

I’ve been helping Marlborough with the Scouts for 
years, and now, with my business background I am ready 
to help our community through Board of Finance. My 
work experience, open-mindedness, and commitment to 
help this town grow with fiscal responsibility will allow 
me to address your concerns, support your ideas, and 
bring our town forward in unity.

We can’t do this without you! So, vote on Tuesday, 
Nov. 2! Vote for me, Annie Majocha-Steinbrecher for 
Board of Finance! I’m ready, able and eager to serve!

Sincerely, 
Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Right People, Right Roles
To the Editor:

Finding people willing to run for local public office is 
always hard; finding the right people is even more diffi-
cult! This year, the candidates endorsed by the Marlbor-
ough Democrats have achieved impressive educational 
credentials and professional expertise.

Our Board of Finance candidates, Rob Mirabal 
(bursar at Wesleyan University) and Ann Steinbrecher 
(MBA/business analyst) have a combined 50 years of 
professional financial experience while Jack Fidler (Al-
ternate), holds a doctorate and has just begun his career. 
Our candidates for Board of Education are Wes Skorski, 
current chairman of the BOE, Anna Holden, a former 
high school science teacher with her master’s in teach-
ing, and Angela Colantonio, a pediatric O.R. nurse who 
understands firsthand the effects of COVID-19 on chil-
dren.

A Clear Choice
Dear Colchester:

I met Jason LaChapelle a few years ago through my 
group of friends. Since then I’ve gotten to him pretty 
well. He’s a good man with a big heart. He’s the type of 
person you can call, any time, and he’ll make the time 
to listen. 

Just as importantly, his vision for Colchester is ex-
actly what we need. Low taxes, government transpar-
ency, and government accountability are all things we 
are lacking and must make our return to. His vision for 
Colchester includes plans to address all these things. As 
someone who grew up here, this is exactly what we need. 

He also has a plan for helping to address the situation 
with our youth facilities. My stepson played on those 
fields years ago, and they needed help then. His kids are 
playing on those fields now, and he’s been involved with 
the soccer club, so he understands what needs to be done 
to make our facilities the best they can be for our kids. 

Jason is not afraid to stand up for what he believes is 
best, even if it’s unpopular. I do not believe his vision 
for our town is unpopular. I think it’s something we all 
want for our town. He’s exactly what Colchester needs to 
help Andreas, and the Republican slate, see their agenda 
through to the end. 

Vote Jason LaChapelle for Board of Selectmen on 
Nov. 2nd!

Rich Parzych – Colchester

Vote for Dems, Vote for Science
To the Editor:

Throughout this election season, independent and 
unaffiliated voters like myself have been following both 
sides very closely in Hebron. It became apparent to me 
early on that the Democrats put forth candidates who be-
lieve in science. In fact, they began using #FollowThe 
Science as their anthem. As a parent, this matters to me. 
Some things in life are not political and keeping children 
safe and healthy is not political. Voting for people who 
support science is imperative right now. 

Hebron voters – if keeping your children safe matters 
to you, please join me and vote for the Hebron Demo-
crats on Nov. 2.

Thank you,
Rich Bussiere – Hebron 

Vote Bisbikos, Vote Row B
Dear Colchester:

 Experience seems to be the key word when it comes 
to running for political office. Neither the current first 
selectman nor the previous first selectman had any mu-
nicipal experience as a first selectman. They also had 
less combined experience working on municipal budgets 
than Andreas would if we are fortunate enough to have 
him as our next first selectman.

 Learning from our mistakes is important. Thirty-four 
years ago, I started my business here in Colchester. I 
made a lot of mistakes, but I learned from those mis-
takes. Sometimes it is about putting the right team to-
gether in order to avoid making the same mistake twice.

 Andreas Bisbikos has been on the Board of Finance 

Vote Bisbikos & Row B
Dear Colchester Residents:

 On Nov. 2, we will have a historic opportunity to 
move Colchester into the 21st century with leadership 
that encompasses fresh ideas and innovative solutions. 
Together we can move Colchester into a more afford-
able and positive direction. Affordability, transparency, 
economic development, and tradition will guide my 
administration. It is time for the people to come before 
government.

 In this race for first selectman, I am the only candi-
date who will reduce the salary of the first selectman and 
freeze the salary for two years. I am the only candidate 
who will aim for a zero tax increase each year, imple-
ment government transparency software, end the “rac-
ism public health crisis” proclamation, honor Memorial 
Day each and every year, restore 57th Fest as Colchester 
Summer Fest, hold our elected officials accountable, and 
actually do something about Jack’s Chevrolet.

I also have an ARPA plan that includes investing $1M 
in local businesses affected by COVID through ARPA 
while providing every homeowner $100 in gift cards to 
invest in those businesses. This includes investing $500k 
– $1M on our recreational fields, which have been ig-
nored for far too long, have become a liability, and have 
forced our kids to play in neighboring towns.

 It will be greatest honor to serve my hometown of 34 
years. I humbly ask for your vote.

Sincerely,
Andreas Bisbikos

Colchester First Selectman Candidate

Bisbikos for First Selectman
Dear Colchester:

 My name is Rachel Fuller and I strongly endorse 
Andreas Bisbikos for the first selectman. Bisbikos is the 
only candidate who has a comprehensive plan and vision 
on how to use our ARPA funds from the federal govern-
ment. His plans are innovative and forward thinking. He 
wants to invest $1 million of ARPA funds directly into 
our local businesses. The $1 million will come back to 
the community in gift cards. Each household will receive 
up to $100 in gift cards that they will be able to spend 
on local businesses. This will provide a boost to both our 
local businesses and to every homeowner in the town. 
His creative ideas are what we need to move Colchester 
forward.

 Bisbikos is the only candidate who is willing to in-
vest $500,000 – $1 million in on our recreation fields. 
The days of having our children playing sports games in 
other communities needs to come to an end. We need to 
take the irrigation and safety concerns of our fields seri-
ously. Bisbikos is the only candidate to meet with league 
presidents and publicly promote his vision long before 
the other candidate started playing catch up. If you be-
lieve in our children then Bisbikos is your choice.

 Bisbikos also wants to invest $1 million in infrastruc-
ture improvements to public spaces such as roads, bridg-
es, a police station, historical buildings, broadband, and 
capital items related to safety. Leaders lay out a plan and 
a vision, they don’t hide behind handpicked committees. 
We need 21st century leadership.

 Please join me in supporting Andreas Bisbikos for 
First Selectman. Please also support his wonderful team 
on Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Rachel Fuller – Colchester

Vote for Oliphant and Row B
To the Editor:

I believe in the need to place parents and students be-
fore government. Thus, I believe tweets like the one from 
the Connecticut State Democrats concerning school 
board meetings and parents displays a lack of good 
judgement while demonstrating a disrespectful attitude 
towards parents who engage in their child’s education.

Currently, I am running for the Board of Education 
in Colchester along with my fellow candidates for the 
Board of Education. They believe, as I do, in the need 
to encourage active collaboration amongst parents, stu-
dents, teachers, Board of Education members and ad-
ministrators as a means of ensuring student success in 
the classroom. Furthermore, my fellow candidates and I 
believe parents deserve a say in their child’s curriculum 
as well as in town educational budgets. Silencing their 
voices only serves to place government above commu-
nity and people.

If you wish a return to respectful and courteous 
dialogue and collaboration between parents, students, 
teachers, Board of Education members, and administra-
tors, then consider voting Nov. 2, row B, the Republican 
team.

Very Respectfully,
Alex Oliphant 

Candidate for Colchester Board of Education

Your Kids Will Thank You
To the Editor:

I have personally known Liz Giannelli for many 
years. She is an amazing mother to her children and truly 
concerned about the direction of our communities and 
our country. Liz will not be intimidated and will always 
do what is right for our kids. She is more than approach-
able and listens to others with respect and empathy. It 
is time to vote for people who refuse to be coerced and 
manipulated by the mainstream media and false rheto-
ric. Liz will look beyond emotions and search for factual 
data and the issues that are actually affecting our kids in 
schools when making her decisions. 

Vote for Liz Giannelli! Your kids will thank you! 
Michael Buck – East Hampton

Note: Buck is a candidate for the East Hampton 
Board of Education.

Ready? Ask. Vote!
Dear Marlborough Neighbors:

It’s that wonderful time of year when we get to choose 
who represents us in our local government. It’s an awe-
some responsibility and well-worth the investment of 
time to know who the candidates are so we can vote ac-
cording to our values. Remember, candidates are to rep-
resent US! We choose them! So much to consider when 
choosing the candidates that best fit your wants/needs in 
representation!

Gratitude goes to all the candidates who are so gener-
ous of spirit and commitment as to serve the constituents 
of their town. Their well-honed campaign platforms tell 
us about themselves.

Campaigning helps candidates meet us so we can 
ask the questions and share the concerns that trouble to 
us. Campaign statements do matter, both for what they 
address and equally for what is left out. Be a critical 
thinker! Question everyone and everything until you are 
satisfied. “The important thing is not to stop question-
ing. Curiosity has its own reason for existing.” - Albert 
Einstein. Find the best candidate to represent you via 
personal observations, explorations, and questions!

Special thanks to folks at the Rivereast News Bulle-
tin for affording candidates and constituents a venue by 
which to publicly present platforms, ask questions, and 
clarify ideas and thinking. In this day and age, we require 

Recommends Barella
To the Editor:

I highly recommend Kerri Barella as a candidate for 
the Marlborough Board of Education. She has a back-
ground in education, so she is familiar and knowledge-
able about the school system. She has four children who 
will all be attending Marlborough Elementary. Their 
education is very important to her, as well as others. 

I’ve personally known Kerri for four years through 
the MOMS Club of Marlborough. My children love to 
play with her kids. My children are and will be attending 
Marlborough Elementary. I would want someone like 
Kerri to be on my side when it comes to my family’s 
education. She is compassionate, caring and hard work-
ing. She deserves to help make important decisions for 
our children at Marlborough Elementary School. 

Thank you.
Sincerely, 

Meredith Concodello – Marlborough

Supports Hein/Turner/Comisky
To the Editor:

I have had the good fortune to serve on the East 
Hampton Board of Finance with a number of dedicated 
and thoughtful board members. In the past two years our 
board and others within town government have had to 
navigate a number of unique challenges. In these ex-
traordinary times it has been important to be both dedi-
cated and willing to listen to all points of view. 

Bob Hein and Ted Turner exemplify the type of ser-

Thanks from the Knights of Columbus
To the Editor:

The Portland Knights of Columbus Freestone Coun-
cil 7 wants to thank everyone who cruised by for our 
‘Cruise Night, Pasta Dinner & Raffle’ last Friday. What 
a wonderful fall evening it turned out to be, and because 
of your participation, what a successful event. 

We want to thank our Portland Fire Department for 
their support and use of their spotlights; Tootie’s fam-
ily, who spent the night walking around and reminiscing 
with friends and family; and everyone who came in for a 
pasta and meatball dinner and participated in our raffle. 
Also, thank you to all our sponsors, gift donators, and the 
Logano family for your generosity.

Joe Loban and Jerry Duclos
Event Co-Chairs

Beth Lander Morris holds a master’s in environmental 
management from Duke, and Planning incumbents Ja-
son Cooper, a software engineer at ESPN, and Rita Mc-
Gary, BSN/RN and lifelong Marlborough resident, are 
also seeking your votes. Matt Wilson, a geologist and 
incumbent member of Zoning Board of Appeals, is run-
ning for reelection alongside Erica Gorman, a Microsoft 
Manager and Jason Close, a former electrician familiar 
with construction and codes. Bill Lardi will bring 40+ 
years of construction experience to ZBA as an Alternate.

Jillian LaCaresse, Cheryl Morgan, and Dianne Dunn 
bring a wide range of experience and diversity to the 
Zoning Commission. Erik Stomberg (Alternate) is a se-
nior IT director, leading a team of network infrastructure 
engineers. RHAM BOE incumbents Dr. Judy Benson-
Clarke and Jean Wilson have spent their entire careers in 
Education, and will maintain needed continuity during 
a critical phase at RHAM. Koreen Ryan offers her 30 
years of mortgage and real estate experience for Board 
of Assessment Appeals.

We found the right people for the right roles. They 
want to serve. Please support them with your votes!

Respectfully,
Amy Traversa – Marlborough

Note: Traversa is a member of the Marlborough 
Board of Selectmen, but is expressing her personal en-
dorsements.

transparency, and a local paper is great avenue of discov-
ery. Not surprisingly, COVID-19 has had an enormously 
negative impact on the voting process, from stifling our 
usual face-to-face townhall meetings that are directed by 
audience questions to how we vote.

Letting the past two years be a lesson, I look forward 
to when we can gather together again in search of the 
perfect union of constituent and candidate! Until then, 
using the means available to us, let’s get ready, ask ques-
tions, and vote!

Forward-looking Marlborough constituent,
Donna Koropatkin

for six years and understands how to craft municipal 
budgets that will keep Colchester affordable for every-
one. He successfully pushed back against a 5% tax in-
crease that was being advocated by the first selectman. 
He pushed back against her 8.24% town budget increase. 
Throughout the process, he was able to craft solutions to 
reduce the town budget while not reducing any services. 
He was the first to advocate for ARPA funding when the 
first selectman was initially against. The reason our taxes 
didn’t go up by 5% is because Andreas drew that line in 
the sand.

 Andreas and his family have been the victim of unfair 
vitriol and untrue assertions on social media and in the 
local paper. Running for office can be tough, but he is 
a fighter. Most importantly, he brings honesty and per-
severance to the table. This is what Colchester needs to 
move into the future. Please join me in voting for An-
dreas Bisbikos and his team on Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Duane Palmes – Colchester 
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Supports Giannelli
To the Editor:

It is very important that our children are made the 
priority in all discussions and decisions made by our 
Board of Education. In order for this to be the case we 
need to elect board members who have exhibited humble 
service and compassion towards others without looking 
for reward or personal gain. We need to elect members 
who have a working knowledge of current educational 
standards and solid experience in teaching students with 
various needs and circumstances to be successful. 

Marlborough Elementary School faces many chal-
lenges ahead, including navigating new policies brought 
on by a pandemic, closing the achievement gap exacer-
bated over the last 3 school years by distance learning 
and quarantine policies. We are facing a very critical 
time and our children need leaders who will be on their 
side working to accomplish policy change in their best 
interest. Liz Giannelli is that leader and she is ready to 
get to work for our children!

For all the reasons mentioned above, Liz deserves 
everyone’s confidence and vote for our Board of Educa-
tion.

Erika Gray – Marlborough

Phenomenal Addition
To the Editor:

Liz Giannelli will be a phenomenal addition to the 
Marlborough Board of Education. Liz has a bachelor’s 
degree in child studies and a master’s in education with 
10 years of teaching experience in Glastonbury. Liz has 
been an active member of our community for over a 
decade. She has been a passionate vice president of the 
Marlborough MOMS Club for three years, organizing 
events, fundraising and making our community a prior-
ity. 

Liz takes on projects without hesitation and always 
gives her all. Liz has the knowledge, experience and 
dedication needed to close the learning gap our chil-
dren have been experiencing. Our children deserve a 
compassionate person who will help them to thrive. Liz 
will work on organic instruction, increase the parent-to-
school connection, and advocate for teachers’ PD time. 
With hard work, Liz will increase standardized test 
scores and increase child literacy. She will listen to par-
ents, teachers and students. Liz can get our kids to love 
learning and to be excited about school again. Our chil-
dren deserve the best and Liz is crucial to our children’s 
academic success. I have full confidence in recommend-
ing Liz Giannelli for the Board of Education. I will be 
voting for Liz on Nov. 2nd.

Amanda Terza – Marlborough

Marques for RHAM Board 
To the Editor:
I have been honored to speak with Hebron residents 

throughout the past few months discussing the important 
issues facing the RHAM schools and how to tackle them 
as a potential board member. It is encouraging to see how 
many people are motivated to vote as we close in on our 
November municipal elections. I am a lifelong resident 
of Hebron and graduate of RHAM High School, and I 
believe seeking a seat on the Board of Education is the 
best way I can serve my community and repay all that it 
has done for me. 

Before Election Day comes around, I would like to 
thank all those who have supported my campaign. Those 
who have donated, put up yard signs, helped knock 
doors, and have written letters on our behalf. Your efforts 
are truly appreciated, and I am grateful for all you have 
contributed to this amazing experience. 

Please vote for Gabriel Marques, Michael Charron 
and Joseph Colletti for RHAM Board of Education on 
Nov. 2.

Gabriel Marques – Hebron
RHAM Board of Education Candidate

Support This Team
To the Editor:

Two years ago, when I was elected to the Board of 
Selectmen, along with First Selectman Mary Bylone, 
and selectman Rosemary Coyle, we had no idea what lay 
ahead of us. Shortly thereafter, we were thrown head-on 
into an unprecedented time in our history: the pandemic 
of 2020. There was no manual on how to handle this type 
of event, so we just took things one day at a time. But 
thanks to the medical and leadership experience of Mary 
Bylone, and Rosemary Coyle’s many years serving in 
the town government, we were able to very quickly put 
procedures in place that kept our town running, and pro-
vided necessary services to the people. 

That is why I support the candidacies of both Mary 
Bylone, and Rosemary Coyle, and am proud to run on 
the ticket alongside of them. I ask for your support for 
this team on Tuesday Nov 2, 2021.

Thank you,
Denise Turner – Colchester 

Note: Turner is a member of the Colchester Board of 
Selectmen, but is speaking as an individual.

He’ll Surpass Expectations
To the Editor:

I have known Robert Fraulino since 1993. We were 
shipmates in the United States Navy in the ‘90s. There 
are so many memories I could share which would attest 
to Robb’s positive character and strong work ethic. One 
story resonates the most with me. It occurred on Robb’s 
last day in the Navy. Usually, the days leading up to 
one’s discharge from the Navy, their duties were signifi-
cantly reduced and let the newly assigned service people 
perform the majority of work. Not Robb; he worked a 
full day to 16:00 (4 p.m.) and had to be told, on his last 
day of active duty, to leave. He was almost late to his 
going away party. 

Robb is the type of person that if you need help at 
midnight, he will be there. I know he will invest the time 
and effort in order to perform the required duties on the 
Marlborough Zoning Commission and likely, he will 
surpass expectations. 

Jeff Allen – Portland

Bisbikos for First Selectman
Dear Colchester:

I am writing a letter of support for Andreas Bisbikos 
as Colchester’s next first delectman. As his mother, I 
know him better than anyone out there – especially over 
those spreading misinformation and lies about his char-
acter and integrity. From a young age, Andreas was al-
ways studious and a hard worker. My husband and I have 
encouraged him throughout his life providing valuable 
knowledge and wisdom along the way. We have taught 

Thanks, Harvest Moon Committee
To the Editor:

The Hebron Democratic Town Committee would 
like to thank the hard-working committee members of 
the Harvest Moon Festival for hosting such a phenom-
enal event on Oct. 23. The day was filled with the kind 
of laughter and joy we all needed. It felt good to come 
together as a community, put aside any differences and 
truly enjoy one another’s company. 

Watching the children in town enjoy being children 
was very uplifting. We loved being part of such a fun 
event. Hebron, if you enjoyed the Harvest Moon Festi-
val, be sure to support other events hosted by the Town 
Center Project. This group of volunteers brings so much 
life to our town.

Sincerely,
Hebron DTC Executive Board

See Letters, page 32

vice that is important to finding common ground. They 
each have shown that they keep the needs of our neigh-
bors in mind while supporting the critical services of our 
town. Their input and thoughts have been important to 
help shape our past two budgets, with this last year’s 
budget passing unanimously. I have greatly appreciated 
their insights and the time they have dedicated to serving 
our town. 

Kurt Comisky shares a number of the laudable attri-
butes that make Bob and Ted exemplary public servants. 
As a former Air Traffic Control specialist he knows how 
to understand a lot of information to help make important 
decisions. Like Bob and Ted, he cares about our town 
and wants to help continue the work to make it better.

Thank you, Bob, Ted and Kurt, for running to serve 
our town.

Matthew Bennington – East Hampton
Note: Bennington is chairman of the East Hampton 

Board of Finance but said he is writing as an individual.

him the importance of family values, tradition, and love 
of community. 

Andreas wouldn’t be running to represent his com-
munity as first selectman if he didn’t feel that the current 
direction of the town he loves is going down a danger-
ous path. He has a strong commitment and love for the 
community. His heart is always in the right place and 
it pains him to see local government taking advantage 
of its citizens. He is not afraid to take a stand when he 
sees something wrong. On the Board of Finance, he has 
held elected officials accountable -- regardless of party. 
In life, he has always believed in doing the right thing.

If Andreas has the opportunity to serve his hometown, 
the community will be in better hands. Please vote for 
Andreas Bisbikos for First Selectman. Thank you and 
God bless.

Sincerely, 
Demetra Bisbikos – Colchester

Supports Benson-Clarke
To the Editor:

Please join me in supporting Judy Benson-Clarke for 
reelection to the RHAM Board of Education. Judy has 
served diligently on the board for the past 10 years. Dur-
ing her tenure, she has served as board liaison for profes-
sional organizations such as CABE, as well as holding 
numerous leadership positions on the board. She is cur-
rently serving as vice chair.

Judy holds a doctorate in gifted education and special 
education, and has worked as a teacher, principal and su-
perintendent which gives her a unique skillset allowing 
her to contribute to the board in significant, meaningful 
ways.

Judy has lived in Marlborough for over 20 years where 
she raised two children who both attended RHAM. She 
was able to observe firsthand the excellent education 
students receive there. Judy believes in strong public 
education and meeting the needs of all students. She is a 
champion for education, and she works tirelessly to sup-
port students, staff and the RHAM community.

Judy has the experience and integrity to continue to 
represent our town on the RHAM BOE. Please join me 
in voting for Judy Benson-Clarke on Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Mary Cochefski – Marlborough 

Note: Cochefski is a member of the RHAM Board of 
Education, but said she is speaking as an individual.

Backing Bisbikos
Dear Colchester:

 I would like to strongly endorse Andreas Bisbikos 
and the solid slate of candidates this upcoming munici-
pal election. Bisbikos is the only first selectman candi-
date to speak about the importance of tradition and what 
it means to this community. This shouldn’t be a surpris-
ing as he is a 34-year resident who has deep roots in 
this town.

 Bisbikos has made it very clear that he will be honor-
ing Memorial Day every year. He also wants to look at 
establishing a museum to honor the storied history of the 
many soldiers that were willing to pay the ultimate sacri-
fice for our freedoms. No other candidate has spoken this 
passionately about paying respects to our service men 
and women.

 As a respected and dedicated school teacher, Bisbikos 
also believes in preserving our historical buildings and 
monuments. We can’t have our local history demolished 
anymore. We shouldn’t have to worry about a progres-
sive agenda looking to change local historical names. He 
also believes in collaborating with our school systems 
and embedding local history into its curriculum. This is 
the type of leader the community needs.

 Bisbikos is the only candidate who is committed to 
restoring 57th Fest as Colchester Summer Fest. This 
cherished event was one that brought community mem-
bers together to celebrate our love for Colchester. Our 
community needs unity now more than ever. Bisbikos 
understands that and so does his team. The choice is 
clear this Nov. 2. Please join me in voting for Bisbikos 
and his team. Vote Row B.

Sincerely,
Robert Walsh – Colchester

Governance and Expertise
To the Editor:

Since early August 2021, I have met with many resi-
dents to discuss your concerns and look forward to our 
future here in Colchester. Many have expressed in-per-
son and on social media platforms their concern for a 
commonsense approach to governing this town and an 
alternative to the extreme views of both political parties. 
As your write-in candidate for first selectman, I have 
taken these views to heart to freely serve my constituents 
with no party line loyalty to sway the needs of Colches-
ter. 

I anticipate being judged on efforts to forge long-
lasting, sustainable, common sense, consensus solutions 
to the biggest issues facing our town. I will faithfully 
seek to represent the views of my constituents regardless 
of party, consistent with their individual conscience and 
judgment. It’s time to put the power of local government 
back into the hands of its residents. 

Unlike the two-party candidates, I bring 30 years of 
municipal “first selectman in training” experience, con-
tributing to the fiscal management and construction of 

I’ll Protect Taxpayers’ Interests
To the Editor:

I am running for the Board of Finance for the Town 
of East Hampton because the taxpayers deserve to have 
someone that is dedicated to protecting their interests. 
There is a movement across this country that everything 
should be “free.” That the government should “pay for 
it.” It doesn’t work that way. The United States is a gov-
ernment of the people, by the people and for the people. 
So when we say the government should pay for every-
thing, we mean the people should pay for everything. 

With your tax dollars, I promise to ensure that the 
Town of East Hampton delivers on what is necessary 
(public safety, education and the environment) before 
we spend your money on what is nice to have.

Russell Bonaccorso – East Hampton

major projects including school construction, school 
safety programs, Brownfield redevelopment, infrastruc-
ture improvements, and NGO’s providing shelter, medi-
cal, and job training programs to homeless veterans. 
These projects include federal and state grants and reim-
bursement to municipalities to assist with the funding of 
these projects. My experience includes developing these 
grant applications and fiscal management of budgets to 
obtain reimbursement of project expenditures back to the 
municipality. My vision is to bring this unique experi-
ence to the residents of Colchester to forge a safe, sus-
tainable, and fiscally sound environment for your fami-
lies, retirees, and future and current businesses in town. 
If this is the future you seek for Colchester, I ask for your 
write-in vote on Nov. 2. 

Follow the campaign: www.facebook.com\jeffduigou-
colchesterfirst.

Respectfully,
Jeff Duigou – Colchester

Candidate for First Selectman

Thank You!
To the Editor:

To everyone that come out to our Howl-o-ween dog 
costume parade and Portland’s Little Pumpkins youth 
costume parade and crafts, thank you! All of us had a 
great time watching Sgt. Kelly and Magnus lead the 
almost 30 dogs (and one cat in at hat!) as they walked 
around and showed off their costumes. We had over 50 
kids dressed up and who were having fun decorating 
pumpkins, listening to stories, and snacking on some 
cider and donuts.

We want to thank all of our local sponsors: Gotta’s 
Farm, Mellili’s, Dunkin’, and Adams, who helped to pro-
vide the pumpkins, snacks, cider, and coffee. A big thank 
you to all of the volunteers, and to Senior Services, the 
Library, Parks & Recreation, Public Works, and the Se-
lectwoman’s Office, who all helped make the day!

We also wanted to remind everyone to check out the 
Haunted Light Trail this weekend. Maps are available the 
Library, Senior Center, Town Hall, and Youth & Fam-
ily Services. They have also been posted on the town’s 
website and the Youth & Family Services page. We have 
almost 90 votes in already! Email or call me, Jesse, at 
Youth and Family Services 860-342-6758 (jrevicki@
portlandct.org) for any questions.

Please call us or check out our website for more infor-
mation: www.portlandct.org/youth-services

Jesse Revicki, Administrator
Portland Youth and Family Services

Holden Truly Cares
To the Editor:

Anna Holden is someone who truly cares about kids, 
our community and our world – that is why I am writing 
to support Anna Holden as a candidate for the Marlbor-
ough BOE.

I have known Anna for over 9 years and in that time 
Anna has proven that she is all about integrity and com-
mitment. She does not preach but lives by what she be-
lieves is the best for her kids, the environment and our 
community. She is open minded, willing to listen and 
constantly educating herself to gain insight and knowl-
edge on the issues at hand. With an open mind, she can 
see both sides of an issue and is willing to work together 
for the most productive result. With the background of 
being a science teacher for seven years, she understands 
what challenges are faced globally and in the class-
room.... from all sides... And with two young children 

Would Be an Honor
Dear Portland Residents:

As we are now only days away from the election, I 
have been thinking back on the many conversations I 
have had since announcing my candidacy for first select-
man of Portland. Speaking with people at their doors, 
talking on the phone to folks who reached out with 
questions, connecting with neighbors at our community 
conversations – these have been some of my favorite mo-
ments and memories from this campaign. I have appreci-
ated the time you all took to listen to my ideas, and more 
importantly, to share your thoughts on the issues that are 
important to you and to our community.

I am running for first selectman because I love this 
town that has given me and my family so much. I want 
to leverage the skills I have developed over 20 years as 
an active volunteer in the Portland community and a 
30-year career in the private sector to address the future 
challenges our community faces, such as the redevelop-
ment of the riverfront brownfield site, how we transition 
our water system to a Portland-owned source to provide 
relief to water customers, and the ongoing process of 
addressing our aging elementary school facilities. I am 
committed to keeping us moving forward. For me it is, 
and always has been, about Portland.

As your next first selectman, I will work to preserve 
our unique history and sense of small-town community, 
to support and strengthen the services that make our 
town special, and to make Portland an even better place 
to live, work and raise a family.

It would be an honor to serve our community as the 
next first selectman of Portland. I ask for your vote this 
Tuesday, Nov. 2.

With sincere appreciation,
James K. Tripp – Portland

Candidate for First Selectman

Moore Dedicated to East Hampton
To the Editor:

Barbara Moore thinks about her family first, and then 
what she can do to help improve and support the town 
and residents of East Hampton. Her commitment has 
strengthened each decade, and for over 50 years her ded-
ication has made East Hampton a little bit better every 
year. I grew up learning about volunteerism and giving 
back from my parents, and they have doubled down dur-
ing their retirement, giving countless hours to the town 
of East Hampton.

Many of the things my parents do won’t make head-
lines and may go unnoticed, but behind the scenes they 
are always there to lend a helping hand to a local family, 
a committee, the schools, and the entire town to make 
East Hampton a wonderful community to live in.

Barbara’s recent service on the Town Council has pro-
vided steady leadership, experience, and guidance. She 
is always available to help and listen to needs and works 
to ensure she does her best to represent everyone’s best 
interests.

Your support of Barbara’s continued service on the 
Town Council for East Hampton will provide continu-
ity and support of the town’s education and development 
priorities in the coming years. She is well-informed and 
always available.

Please vote for Barbara Moore, Democratic candidate 
for Town Council in East Hampton on Nov. 2. As an in-
cumbent candidate for the Town Council, Barbara will 
bring her experience and continued willingness to learn 
to the council meetings and will always serve as a com-
mitted voice for the residents of East Hampton.

Renee Gaudette – Marlborough

Support for Andreas
To the Editor:

As a resident of Colchester for the past 23 years, I’ve 
seen so many changes, some of them not for the better. 
I’ve spoken to many friends who live here in town, and 
the conversation usually comes around to the fact that it 
is much too expensive to live in Connecticut, and more 
specifically, in Colchester.

This past year has been hard on so many people of our 
town, families and elderly alike. To have had yet another 
tax increase while there was so much hardship and un-
certainty in daily life was unconscionable. The fact that 
our country is in shambles and is being mismanaged by 
Joe Biden is proof enough for me that we need to go in a 
different direction, and I think that change needs to start 
at the local level.

It is for this reason that I will be voting for Andreas 
Bisbikos for first selectman of Colchester on Nov. 2. His 
dedication to our small town and his fiscally responsible 
voting record tells me that he wants to take our town in a 
direction that will benefit all, not a few. Please vote with 
your wallet in mind! Vote Row B – Republican.

Sincerely,
JoAnn Magyarik – Colchester

in elementary school and an older child in college ... she 
has experienced the educational system on a variety of 
levels.

What makes Anna such a positive candidate is her 
true enthusiasm for learning, asking the difficult ques-
tions and working through them. She is committed and 
understands what our children need educationally to be 
ready and prepared for our ever changing world. She un-
derstands, it starts with education.

As a neighbor and friend, I see her integrate her core 
values into her children, her family and her communi-
ty. She is a positive role model and lives by what she 
believes. As a community member, she participates on 
the Nature Trails and Sidewalks Commission in Marl-
borough. She is willing to get involved and go the extra 
distance. 

This is why I encourage you to vote for Anna Holden 
for the Board of Education.

Cheri Marks-Cavanna – Marlborough

Dedicated to Marlborough
To the Editor:

My name is Eric Colantonio and I am seeking re-elec-
tion to the Zoning Commission. I am a lifelong resident 
in Marlborough and have been actively involved in many 
aspects of the community my entire life. One of the roles 
I am most fond of is being a member of the Zoning Com-
mission. Over the last 10 years that I have spent on the 
Zoning Commission, I have sought to develop Marlbor-
ough into a vibrant community all the while maintaining 
its country charm. 

Marlborough is a gem in the state and I want it to 
remain that way. I am constantly assessing how to ensure 
the prosperity of our town while preserving the things 
that first attracted all of us here. I chose to raise my fam-
ily here because I believe in this community and the 
people who make it what it is.

Join me in the continued success of our town. A vote 
for me is a vote for a bright future.

Eric Colantonio – Marlborough
Incumbent Candidate for Zoning Commission

Seeking BOF Reelection
To the Editor:

The freedom to run for public office and the freedom 
to choose who we place in public office are some of the 
inalienable rights we as United States citizens possess. 
The freedom to vote is much more valuable when one 
exercises the right when given the opportunity to do so. 
It can mean very little if one does not exercise it. I en-
courage each eligible Hebron voter to reserve 15 minutes 
of their day on Tuesday, Nov. 2, to exercise their right to 
choose the members of our Hebron community who will 
serve on various town boards for the next four years. Vot-
ers will also decide whether to approve the funding of a 
turf field at RHAM High School.

When you vote, please consider reelecting me to the 
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A New Day in Portland
To the Editor:

On Friday, March 26, I announced my candidacy for 
Portland first selectman. I promised to modernize town 
services, promote economic development, prioritize our 
capital needs, and find long-term solutions for our water 
and infrastructure needs. Since that time, I have met with 
hundreds of residents and knocked on many hundreds of 
doors. I have met some incredible people and I am truly 
grateful for all of the support I have received.

I believe that my 10 years of elected service in town 
as both a selectman and as your town clerk have prepared 
me well for the road ahead. My master’s degree in public 
administration will continue to guide me as we work to 
make a better future for everyone here in Portland.

I can’t do it alone and I am fortunate to be running 
alongside an incredible slate of candidates. Mike Her-
nandez, Shaun Manning, Bobby Hetrick, and Mike Pel-
ton will each bring their own unique set of experiences 
and knowledge to the Board of Selectmen. Tim Lavoy, 
Stacey Benham, and Dave Murphy will continue to pro-
vide the necessary support for our students on the Board 
of Education. Peter Castelli and Bill Donahue will en-
sure fairness on the Board of Assessment Appeals and 
Bob Casati and Jack Sterry will continue their work on 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.

On Nov. 2, make your voice heard in Portland for bet-
ter tomorrow and vote row B.

Sincerely,
Ryan J. Curley – Portland

Candidate for First Selectman

The Case for Me
Dear Colchester Citizens:

My name is Jason LaChapelle and I’m running for a 
seat on the Board of Selectmen. I was always taught not 
to just complain, but actually do something. And that is 
why I’m running. Colchester needs help and I believe I 
bring much to the table to help provide it. 

I’m young, only 37 years old, which I feel is a mas-
sive asset on a board that is frequently filled with older, 
retired individuals. My youth, and my young family, 
gives me a fresh and different perspective than the BOS 
typically sees. It allows me to see the town through the 
eyes of our town’s majority – the young family. 

I have made transparency and accountability a central 
tenant of my campaign. I will work with all boards to 
ensure the OpenGov transparency software is put back 
into the budget and finally see its full implementation 
through to the end. This software will allow you, the 
citizen, to see behind the curtain providing much needed 
transparency and government accountability. 

Giannelli a Great Choice
To the Editor:

Liz Giannelli is a great choice for the Marlborough 
Board of Education. She puts all her efforts into whatev-
er endeavor she is trying to accomplish. As a parent and 
former educator, she has a true passion for education and 
is dedicated to all children reaching their full potential. 

Liz is easy to talk with, has great listening skills and 
genuinely cares. I am confident that Liz would be an as-
set to the Marlborough Board of Education, our school 
and our children.

Cheryl Benedetto – Marlborough

It’s Time for Turf
To the Editor:

I am writing today in enthusiastic support of the pro-
posed athletic field and track upgrades at RHAM High 
School. As we all know, RHAM is well-known for its 
academics and supporting a rich high school experience 
for our children. Now it’s beyond time to have our ath-
letic facilities match that same caliber and excellence. 
Unfortunately, we are falling behind other schools ath-
letic facility offerings due to our lack of investment in 
an upgraded playing field, track and lighting system. On 
November 2, we have an opportunity to change that.

People have expressed the concern of costs and there 
is a lot of misinformation going around. Let me address 
this by stating the facts. The average additional property 
tax will be for example: a home in Andover with a home 
assessed at $250,000 will see a tax increase of $65 an-
nually. That’s 18 cents a day. I believe this is a mod-
est investment per household for what will surely be a 
widely-used community asset.

By voting ‘yes’ on these upgrades we as a community 
will make a sound investment in RHAM and continue 
to attract young families to move into the district and 
do more to sustain the amazing towns that comprise Re-
gional District 8.

On Nov. 2, vote ‘yes’ on the athletic facilities and turf 
upgrades.

Claudia Riley – Amston

The Real Sue, Liz and Kerri
To the Editor:

I am very happy to support Sue Stolfi, Liz Giannelli 
and Kerri Barella for Marlborough Board of Education. 

Why? Because behind their amazing credentials they 
are phenomenal parents and community members. I 
know they will always fight for what’s right for all of 
the students so they get the education and extra help they 
need to succeed. They have a record of consistently at-
tending BOE meetings. They won’t push social agendas 
of adults into the kids’ curriculums that others are sup-
porting. I have only seen them support other commu-
nity members who are volunteering and never have they 
bashed anyone of different beliefs because they are class 
acts. I have definitely seen the opposite. 

Let the kids be kids, learn and thrive. We need more 
focus on raising the bar with support for all students 
falling behind, standard scores are falling as a whole as 
most have seen. No more excuses. These three are strong 
enough to help achieve these goals. Time to mix in some 
new, fresh and inspiring individuals to hold the area back 
up to the standard the kids deserve. They have what it 
takes to stand up for the children and support all parents.

Ashley Murray – Marlborough 

Hebron Board of Finance. I have served on the Board of 
Finance since 2020, after I was elected two times to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. During my term on the Board 
of Finance, I have worked collaboratively with my fel-
low board members and town staff to pass two budgets 
with no tax increases for Hebron residents. I support our 
excellent education system while working to control ex-
penses and taxes. As an attorney, I work to resolve legal 
issues for clients with thoughtfulness and practicality. I 
understand the importance of evaluating the positions 
of others when working towards a common resolution. 
These experiences have assisted me while serving the 
Hebron community. 

If elected on Nov. 2, I promise to work with integrity 
and thoughtfulness in assisting with the management of 
the town’s finances and working towards goals that serve 
the interests of all Hebron residents.

Michael McCormack – Hebron

Phenomenal Candidates
Dear Fellow Residents:

Colchester has some phenomenal Democratic candi-
dates on Row A this year. 

Rosemary Coyle and Denise Turner are Board of Se-
lectmen members who care deeply about this town and 
work tirelessly to do what is in the best interests of con-
stituents. 

Bernie Dennler is a collaborative and diplomatic 
member of the Board of Finance. Scott Chapman’s ex-
perience in financial planning will bring further exper-
tise to that board. Jenn Pulse is a competent and reliable 
treasurer.

Joanne Rose and Amy Domeika advocate for students 
and educators on the Board of Education. They believe 
in the power of learning and the right of every student 
to advance.

Andrew Cournoyer is a fair and balanced BOAA 
Chairman and Sue Thomas will bring a rounded perspec-
tive to that board.

And finally, Mary Bylone is an experienced leader we 
can trust. She has the professional and life experience to 
run our town. She’s proven that in the last two years. Ex-
perience, maturity, and integrity, coupled with the ability 
to listen, matter-when it comes to managing employees, 
working with others who have different ideas, and mak-
ing tough decisions. 

Mary ran her campaign based on the facts. She stuck 
to the issues. She’s led us through two massive storms 
and a pandemic. She’s always advocated for what is best 
for Colchester and put “Community First.” She’s been 
honest with us and kept us safe. She deserves another 
term.

The polls will be open at the three voting locations 
from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. on Tuesday. You may also vote ab-
sentee on Monday in the Town Clerk’s office. If you al-
ready have an absentee ballot, it must be returned to the 
ballot drop box in the front of Town Hall before 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday.

No matter what, please vote on Nov. 2.
Sincerely,

Monica Swyden – Colchester

Community Standards
To the Editor:

In my travels around town, I have seen a number of 
vulgar signs depicting hate language towards members 
of our community, including those targeted at individu-
als that voted for Biden. Surprisingly, almost all of the 
people displaying this negativity are also displaying sig-
nage in support of our local Republican Party, including 
their candidate for first selectman. I find it disgusting that 
while running on a platform of “It’s About Portland, Not 
Politics” this is the messaging that is out there. Aren’t I 
a member of the Portland community, regardless of who 
I voted for in the last election? How about our children 
who have had to witness this? RTC candidates, instead 
of using your positions in the community to advocate for 
safe and inclusive spaces, is this how you will support 
Portland if elected? 

On Nov. 2, I will cast my vote for Jim Tripp and the 
rest of the Democratic slate. Jim is a fierce advocate for 
all of Portland. He has demonstrated his ability to put his 
word behind hard work with a history of success. He has 
put in unyielding effort to create a strong community and 
has taken the time to ask difficult questions including, 
how do we create safety for all residents of Portland? He 
has also taken the time to listen. I know that he will work 
hard to represent all of us in town, even those who voted 
for the opposing party. 

It is time to ask yourself what you want our town to 
stand for and join me in voting for Jim Tripp, and the 
team he has put together, next week.

Sincerely,
Shelly Nolan – Portland 

Vote No on Turf
To the Editor:

The RHAM Board of Education is asking residents of 
Hebron, Andover and Marlborough to vote on a $3.5+ 
million installation of a new artificial turf field, track and 
lighting. But what they aren’t telling you is the real price 
tag is over $5 million when you factor in the maintenance 
and replacement of the turf in 10 years. This amount of 
$5 million doesn’t even take into consideration the dis-
posal costs for the turf which is a non-recyclable product 
and the landfills will not even accept turf waste.

Instead of fixing the fields so they don’t retain water 
and having a playable grass field for only $800,000, they 
want to put in artificial turf, track and lights on top of an 
unproven drainage fix.

Many sports teams refuse to play on artificial turf be-
cause of the injuries it causes. In fact the Olympic men’s 
and women’s soccer teams forbid playing on artificial 
turf in their contract.

It’s reckless for the RHAM BOE to propose spending 
millions of your dollars when we don’t even know if the 
drainage issues underneath will be properly fixed. Given 
the safety issues, drainage uncertainty, and excessive 
cost. We are asking you to make your voice heard and 
vote ‘no’ on the turf field question Nov. 2.

Respectively,
The Andover Republican Town Committee Members

Carol Barton, ARTC Chair

Please Vote on Charter
To the Editor:

The Charter Revision Commission’s nine bipartisan 
members volunteered 16 months of their time to update 
the Marlborough’s outdated 1985 town charter. There 
were over 60 meetings and three public hearings. All this 
information is available on the town’s website, marlbor-
oughct.net.

The Charter Revision Commission would like to 
thank our chair, Robert Ragusa, for his dedication to this 
very important town document.

In today’s Rivereast newspaper, Marlborough resi-
dents will find the: “Town of Marlborough Charter Revi-
sion Public Information Brochure, Board of Selectmen 
and Charter Revision Commission, Proposed Revised 
Marlborough Town Charter, Referendum Date: Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021.”

There are nine charter revision questions on the bal-
lot and each of these questions are explained in the 
brochure. The proposed changes are not final unless ap-
proved by the Marlborough registered voters at referen-
dum. Each question will have a yes/no vote on the ballot 
and acceptance of each provision will be counted and 
implemented separately.

The Charter Revision Commission members are ask-
ing Marlborough voters to please vote on Tuesday, Nov. 
2. Thank You! 

Louise Concodello – Marlborough
Note: Concodello was a member of the Marlborough 

Charter Revision Commission, but said she is writing as 
an individual.

Experience Sets Tripp Apart
Portland Neighbors:

I am writing to urge you to vote for Jim Tripp for 
Portland first selectman on Nov. 2. I have known Jim for 
many years and I can say without a doubt there is nobody 
working harder for our community.

As a member of the Parks and Rec. Commission, I 
have seen just how focused Jim has been on making pos-
itive things happen in Portland. All the work he’s done 
with the Brownstone Quorum to build the Riverfront 
Park and create the Summer Concert Series was just the 
beginning. Jim’s help was critical to the completion of 
the Route 17 Park sports complex and athletic fields. 
Conceptually, Jim drove the design for the splash pad 
that captures, cleans, and reuses the water to irrigate the 
fields in a way that is environmentally friendly and saves 
the town money. He helped make that facility a reality.

Another side of Jim I have gotten to know is as a vol-
unteer at the food bank. Since the beginning of the pan-
demic, Jim has been a regular volunteer at the food bank, 
helping to coordinate food pick-ups and making special 
deliveries of food to people who couldn’t make it in to 
pick up their boxes. It’s because of Jim that I am now 
also regularly volunteering with Ruth and the food bank.

Jim’s got the education, the drive to do what’s right 
for our town, the heart, but most importantly he’s got re-
al-life experience. That’s what sets him apart. His expe-
rience managing multimillion-dollar budgets, managing 
personnel, managing crisis situations, managing large 
groups of volunteers. He is the only candidate running 
for first selectman with the real-life experience neces-
sary to manage our town. That’s why Jim has my full 
confidence and my vote on Nov. 2nd.

Kevin Backman – Portland

Positive, Substantive Platform
To the Editor:

Elections in our democracy are about choices be-
tween different platforms and governance. We choose 
what kind of community we want, the kind of future we 
want, and which candidates and parties can make their 
aspirations a reality.

The Democratic candidates in East Hampton have a 
positive, substantive and responsible platform and a bal-
anced governance philosophy. They work to make East 
Hampton a great community to live in, and for our chil-
dren to learn and grow in. They care about the future of 
the town and their record in office shows they can make 
their visions a reality.

Their platform includes diversifying the grand list 
without sacrificing the town’s character, supporting our 
excellent educational system with necessary staff, facili-
ties, materials and technology, creating capital budgets 
that meet long and short-term infrastructure needs, sup-
porting public safety and health protections, developing 
a clean and reliable public water system, maintaining a 
transparent and accountable town government, support-
ing cultural and recreational opportunities and providing 
solutions for Lake Pocotopaug.

Over the course of the past two years, the Town Coun-
cil has had a Democratic majority. In that time, consis-
tent with their balanced and responsible governance 
philosophy, they passed a unanimous 2021-22 budget 
with the support of the Republican minority. In support 
of our education system, they added four teaching po-
sitions and provided necessary technology for learning 
in extraordinary circumstances. They funded police, 
reinstated a vacant officer position, and maintained fire 
equipment. Their record shows they can provide respon-
sible leadership in a fiscally prudent (and even bi-parti-

Vote for Me and Rest of B
Dear Colchester:

I decided to run for BOF because I got tired of com-
plaining about high taxes and figured instead I would 
try to fix the problem. I believe by promoting efficiency 
and transparency in local government we can do this. 
We need to cut out the backroom deals and illegal meet-
ings that promote special interest and not the citizens of 
Colchester. We need to get the runaway spending of the 
current administration under control. We can do better. 
It’s time for a change. 

The Colchester Republicans have assembled a great 
team of candidates with very diverse backgrounds. I 
would appreciate your support on Nov. 2. Please vote 
for Tim Vaillancourt for Board of Finance and the rest 
of row B for the Republican slate. Pay attention, folks; 
it’s your money.

Tim Vaillancourt – Colchester

Follow the Research
To the Editor:

Marlborough voters, trust the research. The Charter 
Revision Commission put in hundreds of hours to re-
search, discuss and finalize their recommendations for 
preparing the Marlborough of tomorrow. This diverse 
group of your neighbors did the research to make sure 
their proposals were best for our town. 

Similarly, Wes Skorski, Anna Holden and Angela 
Colantonio have pledged to follow the research, using 
the data and the experts to guide MES into the future. 
Wes has shown this over the last eight years on the board, 
and Anna and Angela have demonstrated this in their 
work with kids. 

Vote Skorski, Holden, and Colantonio for the BOE!
Sincerely,

Richard Storrs – Marlborough
Note: Storrs is president of the Richmond Memorial 

Library Association Board, but said he is speaking as 
an individual.

Please Vote Blue
To the Editor:

The Hebron Democrats have assembled a slate of 
candidates that contains residents that have varied and 
unique skills and experiences. The group contains sev-
eral young, energetic “newcomers” as well as several 
older and experienced leaders.

They all possess unique skills specific to the elected 
positions they are candidates for. Whether it’s skills in 
education, municipal planning, finance or leadership, 
they are all focused on what is best for the voters and 
youth who live in Hebron.

Our town is at a turning point in its development. We 
need to maintain the village charm of Hebron while at 
the same time keep up with the challenges of the 21st 
century. Challenges in educating our children, maintain-
ing our roads and facilities, and providing affordable re-
sources for all Hebron residents.

The status quo isn’t good enough for the next four 
years. The Democratic slate will bring new ideas and 
new ways to enable our town to meet all challenges. 
They will focus on keeping up with ongoing and chang-
ing requirements and make Hebron affordable for all 
residents.

As stated by Leadership consultant Joel Weldon, 

Humbled and Honored
Dear Editor:

I am humbled to ask our Colchester voters for their 
support on Election Day, Nov. 2.

For the last two years, it has been an honor to serve 
as Colchester’s treasurer. Your vote on Tuesday will al-
low me to continue serving you and the community that 
we love.

Working closely with Mary Bylone and our finance 
department, we have made great progress to support our 
residents and small businesses, particularly during the 
pandemic. Our bond rating is strong, and we are fortu-
nate to have new federal and state funds to responsibly 
invest in needed programs and infrastructure.

My professional background aligns well with the 
treasurer position. I started my career in public account-
ing performing audit and tax work. Since then, I have 
focused my professional track in accounting, budgeting 
and financial analysis.

I am currently the chief financial officer (CFO) for 
Mental Health Connecticut, Inc. a multi-million dollar 
gross revenue non-profit that engages people with mental 
health conditions and their families in transitioning from 
long-term care to independence and self-sufficiency. As 
CFO, I am responsible for the overall management and 
direction of the financial plans and accounting practices 

Bisbikos for First Selectman
Dear Colchester:

 I strongly endorse Andreas Bisbikos for First Select-
man. I had the opportunity to recently talk to him about 
the importance of affordability. He is the only candidate 
advocating for a zero tax increase every year while in 
office. With inflation at a 13-year high, we cannot afford 
to gamble on tax and spend politicians. We need a man 
of the people.

 Bisbikos will be reducing the salary of the first se-
lectman and made a public pledge that he will not take 
a raise in his first two years. He has also stated numer-
ous times that if times are tough, he will keep his salary 
freeze in place. It is clear that he is not running for him-
self, but for the love his community. Being a resident of 
34 years, he understands the needs and concerns of the 
community better than his opponent.

 He also will not be working a second job when elect-
ed. He will commit all his energy and focus to the town 
of Colchester. He will be taking a leave of absence from 
his current place of employment to save his town from 
the dangerous path it is currently charted for.

 It is refreshing to see someone who doesn’t see them-
selves as a politician, but as a loving and caring citizen 
who is stepping up to keep our community affordable for 
everyone. We need more people like Bisbikos running 
for positions in our town. I hope the people of Colchester 
will join me in voting for Andreas Bisbikos on Nov. 2 
and his entire supporting slate.

Sincerely,
Marlene Blumberger – Colchester 

Another major issue of mine, that affects my fam-
ily directly, is the state of our youth facilities. They are 
wholly inadequate, especially when compared to other 
towns. I will work with the first selectman, and the 
Board of Finance, to ensure enough of the ARPA funds 
are spent on fixing our fields. I also have plenty of ideas 
for how we can fund maintenance costs without dipping 
into your pockets, such as a field sponsorship program 
for local businesses. 

I love it here in Colchester. If I didn’t, my wife and 
I wouldn’t have chosen here to raise our young family. 
Accountability, affordability, and transparency will help 
ensure Colchester stays a great place for our children. I 
hope you consider supporting this agenda on November 
2nd. 

Thank you!
Jason LaChapelle – Colchester

Candidate for Board of Selectmen

san way) during the nearly unprecedented challenges of 
a global pandemic.

Now is the time to choose to vote for the Democratic 
candidates. They have put forth their ideas for our town’s 
future and demonstrated they can deliver positive results 
– not just slogans.

Brian Corvo – East Hampton

“When you are green you grow. When you are ripe you 
rot.”

Hebron must continue to grow with fresh ideas cre-
ated by thinking out of the box, decisions based on 
facts, utilizing the best-qualified individuals to do all 
jobs. Most importantly we must “Follow the Science” to 
maintain the health and vitality for all Hebron residents.

The Democratic candidates will achieve these re-
quirements and challenges, keeping Hebron as an afford-
able great place to live.

Thank you for your support and I look forward to con-
tinuing my service on the Board of Finance in Hebron 
for the next four years.

Please vote Blue on Nov. 2.
Respectfully,

Mal Leichter – Amston
Note: Leichter is a member of the Hebron Board of 

Finance, but is speaking as an individual.



NEWS BULLETIN • October 29, 2021 Page 33

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

Keep Moving Forward
To the Editor:

I am writing this to endorse the East Hampton Demo-
cratic candidates for Town Council. These people volun-
teered their time during the COVID-19 crisis, not only 
keeping East Hampton moving forward, but also work-
ing with the town manager to make sure the citizens of 
East Hampton got the help they needed to get through 
this crisis. Under their watch, progress has been made 
on water issues that have plagued the town for decades. 
They worked equally well on both senior citizen and 
education issues and have made inroads on other issues 
that have plagued the town for years.

The Republicans say they can do better, but if you 
look behind their rhetoric you’ll find all fluff with no 
substance. With the current Council, there is no more 
“kicking the can down the road.”

Barbara Moore, Kevin Reich, Dean Markham and 
Derek Johnson deserve another term. They have the 
compassion, intelligence and the where-with-all to keep 
getting things done.

And for the first time that I can remember – there was 
no drama on the council! So on November 2nd, please 
join me in voting for the Democratic ticket for Town 
Council, Board of Finance and Board of Education.

Tom OBrien – East Hampton

Hoping for Holden
To the Editor:

As an educator, parent and Marlborough resident, I 
am writing to endorse Anna Holden for the upcoming 
elected position on the Board of Education. Anna’s back-
ground as a former science teacher, parent and involved 
citizen make her a well-rounded candidate.

Anna instantly welcomed my family and I when 
we moved to Marlborough; we connected through our 
young children and mutual passion for education. I be-
lieve she will be a strong advocate for all students and 
she will work towards ensuring that every child has the 
chance to maximize their potential in inclusive and eq-
uitable classrooms. She takes every moment to teach her 
own three children and her passion for knowledge and 
wonderment will extend to all of our youth once she is 
elected.

Without a doubt, Anna is a caring and compassion-
ate leader; qualities important for board members. I have 
watched her lead and plan multiple social gatherings in 
our neighborhood, work toward improving our environ-
ment and recently foster an elderly dog. She served in 
the Women’s Club for two years and was a member of 
the MOMS Club for several years. Anna brings hope to 
our community and to the future of our youth by consis-
tently displaying dedication to Marlborough and extend-
ing her generosity to us all.

Finally, Anna is willing to listen to all sides of an is-
sue when we have debated various topics in our personal 
conversations. She is intelligent and honest. I admire that 
she is willing to support what she believes in but also 
learn from others and make informed decisions.

I wish her the very best on Nov. 2 and urge my neigh-
bors to cast their vote for Anna Holden.

Thank you,
Carmen Howe – Marlborough

of the organization.
As the mother of five, I have coached our youth sports 

programs, been Treasurer for the youth soccer board, 
taught religious education at St. Andrew Church and 
participated in the Colchester Community Theater.

I am humbled and honored to ask for your vote again 
to continue to serve as Treasurer of our town. I believe 
my professional background, knowledge and commit-
ment contribute to our community in a meaningful way. 
Thanks for your vote for me and for Row A team on 
Election Day this Nov. 2.

Jennifer Pulse – Colchester

Support for Michael Nastri
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Mike Nastri running for the 
Marlborough Board of Finance.  I know Mike both pro-
fessionally and personally.  Professionally I have admi-
ration for his diligence and thoughtfulness for the past 20 
years.  He is well-respected across many functional areas 
having taking time to understand and fully rationalize 
solutions requires commitment, strong communication 
and a bit of ingenuity with available resources.  

Personally, I know Mike has been involved support-
ing our town while raising his kids and beyond.  Every-
thing from coaching youth basketball and treasurer of 
soccer to assisting Boy Scouts and their various projects 
and charitable programs. My son was introduced to the 
Scouting program at Marlborough Lake when he was 
encouraged to cross the Scout bridge by Mike. He con-
tinues volunteering in community programs, such as the 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), where 
he will be found working on traffic flows associated with 
Marlborough or regional community needs. 

Most importantly, Mike worked as an alternate on the 
Board of Finance in this past election cycle.  His pro-
fessional experience has endured him well executing a 
peer review of Marlborough versus its peers to highlight 
areas for consideration to make improvements.  Mike is 
unaffiliated and consistently demonstrates crossing party 
lines for the betterment of our town.  Please join me in 
supporting Mike’s election to the Board of Finance. I 
am confident Mike will work to keep Marlborough suc-
cessfully positioned as an attractive town with a bright 
future.

Scott Wallace – MarlboroughVote for Hebron

Local Elections Matter
To the Editor:

We have all heard the phrase “local elections matter,” 
but it bears repeating as Nov. 2, Election Day, draws 
near.  There is no greater impact on our day-to-day lives 
than who we vote for to represent us on the Boards of 
Education, Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, Plan-
ning and Zoning, as well as many others. The wonder-
ful volunteers elected to these positions make decisions 
on policies, curriculum, and budgets affecting our chil-
dren and their education, our taxes, town services and 
resources, as well as how Hebron will develop in years 
to come.  

Please take the time to read the candidates’ bios to 
truly learn who you are voting for.  If candidates are up 
for reelection like myself, look at some of their meetings 
to see where they truly stand on issues and funding for 
our town and schools.  This is our community and we 
need our neighbors who volunteer for these boards look-
ing for ways to help us grow, not hold us back. 

Hebron is a beautiful town with an amazing commu-
nity.  I could not imagine living anywhere else. Hebron 
deserves the absolute very best.  Please come out on Nov. 
2 and vote for just that.  Thank you.

Heather Petit – Amston
Note: Petit is chair of the Hebron Board of Education, 

but said she is speaking as an individual.

Vote ‘Yes’ on Turf Fields
To the Editor:

I urge RHAM voters to vote “Yes” in support of the 
improvements to the athletic facilities at the high school/
middle school complex. Please consider:

1. The timing of this project is perfect. You are about 
to get a tax reduction as the RHAM building project 
bonds will be paid off soon. The new $50 to $60 average 
annual cost per household will be less than the reduction 
from the RHAM debt.

2. Only three of the 33 schools in our conference 
don’t have artificial turf fields. There is no reason to as-
sume that we know something that they don’t know. In-
stead, let’s think about giving our kids today’s standard 
facilities.

3. A turf field will allow play during and after rain-
storms which currently put RHAM teams offline for a 

Vote for Curley
To the Editor:

My vote is going to Ryan Curley for first selectman of 
Portland on Nov. 2.

I believe he has the passion and knowledge to help 
keep Portland moving forward to be our great town.

Ryan has firsthand experience from the time he was a 
small child until now to know what our people want for 
our town. He listens with compassion, has sincere con-
cerns to create economic growth, believes in clear com-
munication with our town department heads and staff, 
and surrounding towns.

He uses his accounting skills to keep technology cur-
rent and he looks for ways to save us time and money! 
Let’s vote for Ryan Curley because with 34 years of ex-
perience growing up in Portland, he knows and loves this 
town.

Judith Thompson – Portland

Bylone for First Selectman
To the Editor:

As chairman of the Senior Center Building Com-
mittee for the past two years, I have had the pleasure of 
working with Mary Bylone on this project I feel is not 
only important for the senior citizens of Colchester, but 
for the community as well. This project will serve the 
needs of Colchester now and in the future. The commit-
tee was formed when Art Shilosky was first selectman 
but Mary became selectman shortly after the Commit-
tee’s first few meetings.

During the past two years the building committee has 
hired an architect and a project manager/owner’s repre-
sentative to help develop the plans and budget that will 
be going to a town meeting on Nov. 4 to adjourn to a 
referendum on Nov. 16.

As soon as Mary became first selectman, she quickly 
got herself up to speed as to what the committee was 
doing and got involved in the direction we were going. 
She was very transparent and honest about the meetings 
she attended and was always available to discuss issues 
as they came up.

Once the plans and budget were finalized by the com-
mittee, Mary became very supportive of the project and 
made sure she told everyone the importance of this proj-
ect to the community. She got behind the project 100% 
and never had a Plan B. She knew this was the project 
that the town needs now and for the future.

Because of her support of the project, I will be vot-
ing for Mary on Nov. 2 and I urge everyone else who 
believes in this project and the future of Colchester to 
vote for her as well.

Anthony J. Tarnowski, LEED A.P. - Colchester
Note: Tarnowski is chairman of the Senior Center 

Building Committee but is speaking as an individual.

Curley for First Selectman
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter to support Ryan Curley in his 
campaign to become Portland’s next first selectman. 
Ryan is one of the most hard-working, driven individu-
als I know. As a selectman, Ryan always strived to hold 
his counterparts accountable and strived to vote in the 
best interests of the town. From his performance as both 
a selectman and as town clerk, it is clear to me that Ryan 
holds steadfast convictions to Portland’s success. He has 
always been willing to listen and work to develop the 
optimal solution to any given problem. 

For these reasons, I support Ryan Curley for Port-
land’s First Selectman.

Thank you,
Robert Taylor – Portland

Supports Bylone
To the Editor:

We all have our own unique experiences and relation-
ships with people. My relationship with Mary Bylone is 
a friendship. I know that I can call her and ask her to 
go kayaking, to meet for breakfast or to take a call and 
discuss an idea. We have fun campaigning, especially 
knocking on doors. We talk the entire time. We share our 
stories. And if I asked Mary for help, she would help me.

I have worked on both of her campaigns. In my view, 
she is what is called a “servant leader”. A servant leader 
shares power and supports the people around them so 
they can be at their best. She also has the strength of 
leadership to respond immediately when necessary. She 
exhibits excellent judgement, the “core” of exemplary 
leadership.

Now we are both running for office! Mary is running 
for her second term to build on the tremendous work be-
gun in her first two-year term.

When Mary entered office nearly two years ago, she 
immediately set about to audit and understand the many 
departments that comprise Town services. Throughout 
her two-year term, Mary demonstrated the leadership 
our town needed and continues to need. We saw it during 
the Covid crisis. We see it with the everyday running of 
Town Services; digging deep to prioritize needs, being 
proactive and having the judgement to respond to urgent 
needs.

I ask for your Vote on Tuesday, Nov. 2, both for Mary 
Bylone and the entire Democratic team. We have a 
strong, diverse team full of experience, energy, and the 
personal qualities necessary to work collectively for the 
betterment of the Town of Colchester.

Thank you!
Joanne Rose – Colchester

Candidate for the Board of Education

Passionate Candidates
To the Editor:

We’re only a few days out from the municipal elec-
tion!! It’s common for voters to take local elections for 
granted, though they undeniably shape our lives and 
those of our children. This year, we have the opportunity 
to elect some truly exceptional candidates to the boards 
and commissions in town. These candidates are pas-
sionate about values we as Democrats hold dear; equity, 
inclusivity, and opportunity. We believe in science, ac-
cess to healthcare and education for all, and fair zoning 
practices.

We know that vaccines and masks are the way to keep 
our kids learning in person. There is not a single candi-
date on our slate who is running just to fill a spot and 
have a Democrat on the ticket. Each of us is dedicated 
to serving and not only doing well, but doing good. If 
you’ve seen us waving, door knocking, or working at the 
Harvest Moon Festival, you know that we are a cohesive 
group with amazing energy and drive that will endure 
and lead to collaboration across all of the town boards. 
As voters, we all have the duty to make informed deci-
sions when choosing who will represent us. I urge you 
to go to hebrondems.com and read our candidates’ bios. 
What you will find there is dedication and an irrefutable 
desire to do what is best for our community.

As a candidate and co-chair of the Election Com-
mittee, I am beyond proud of this slate and cannot wait 

Supporting Rudko
To the Editor:

I have had the opportunity to follow Selectman Rud-
ko over the past two years.  His efforts in keeping his 
campaign promises have been admirable.  In 2019 he 
promised transparency and accountability and he most 
certainly delivered on those promises.  Without his voice 
and challenging the status quo, I feel that the taxpayers 
would have never been informed about the activities in 
town hall.

For nearly two years he has dedicated his time in serv-
ing this community.  He’s served not only on the Board 
of Selectmen but various liaison positions to boards and 
committees, including his participation, during most if 
not all, on the Board of Finance meetings.  More impor-
tantly, he has provided reports to the community on his 
Facebook page educating the public regarding the activi-
ties of the town and holding elected officials accountable 
for their actions.

This Nov. 2, I look forward to supporting him and the 
entire Republican slate.  I invite you in joining me by 
voting Row B.

Jerry Thompson – ColchesterVote ‘No’ for Turf
To the Editor,

I have been following the turf project for some time 
now and after doing my research have decided to vote 
against this project. Here are my reasons.

The Hebron school system as well as the town have 
enough other priorities right now rather than spend 
$3.56M on a field which will be utilized only by a lim-
ited number of people.

Injuries are not reduced on turf fields (ref Joe 
O’Connor letter 10/15/21), they are increased by at least 
16% based on the NIH study (dated 2019) on lower body 
injuries on turf fields. This study did not include any 
other injuries (wrist, shoulder, elbow) and covered only 
injuries resulting in 8 days or longer of duration.

Turf fields are not less expensive when you include 
replacement costs based on an 8-10-year life span (and 
not the 12-15-year life as promoted in the turf flyer) at a 
replacement cost of $500,000 in 2018. (ref. Safe Healthy 
Playing Fields Inc. 2018-19 study which forecasted turf 
life as 10-year max).

We have no guarantee the new turf field will solve the 
water problem. A significant portion of the water prob-
lem is due to the topology of the school grounds. A new 
field will not solve the water flow problem.

Also has been promised this project will not exceed 
the estimate of $3,560.000. Really? Would like to know 
how you are going to get a contractor to issue a contract 
w/o a contingency clause allowing them to increase pric-
ing based on unforeseen circumstances, acts of God and 

Tripp the Best Choice
To the Editor:

With all the future challenges facing Portland, it is 
fortunate that we can choose an outstanding candidate 
for first selectman, Jim Tripp. Jim will provide the lead-
ership and problem solving skills needed to maintain and 
enhance our quality of life.

Jim has a proven record of getting things done, both as 
a selectman and as a community leader. Many sidewalks 
have been replaced, so we can walk safely. The sidewalk 
replacement policy shows the towns commitment to 
providing safer and more attractive neighborhoods. Jim 
chairs the BOS Water and Sewer Committee which is 
working on a major priority, keeping water rates afford-
able in the future and addressing infrastructure needs. 
We are at a crossroads; we can’t afford not to take action. 

We must address and solve this urgent problem. Jim 
Tripp has a plan and I am confident he will find a solu-
tion. On Nov. 2 the best choice is Jim Tripp.

Fred Knous – Portland 

Giannelli for BOE
Hello Fellow Marlborough Residents:

My name is Liz Giannelli and I am running for the 
Marlborough Board of Education. I worked as a kinder-
garten teacher at Naubuc Elementary School in Glaston-
bury for 10 years. I have a B.S. in child studies and an 
M.S. in education and I am currently certified to teach K-
6th grade in Connecticut. I understand how a classroom 
works, how students learn best and appreciate the chal-
lenges our teachers and students are facing. I have lived 
in Marlborough for over a decade and love this town! We 
have such a special, close-knit community, which I hope 
to enhance while preserving its charm.

I am running for the local Board of Education because 
I love education and all the aspects of it. Furthermore, I 
am passionate about helping others and giving back to 
the community. 

The students at MES should thrive, succeed, and feel 
confident in their abilities while the Board works dili-
gently to close learning gaps. It is critical we formulate 
a solid plan to help our children achieve their full po-
tential. I also hope to increase the home to school con-
nection. 

Public schools should provide students with a quality 
education that enables them to excel in the classroom and 
beyond. If elected to the BOE, I will utilize my knowl-
edge of curriculum and best practices while practicing 
fiscal responsibility. I pledge to listen to all and have 
tough but open conversations with community members 
to reach a consensus centered around our children. 

Education is one of the most powerful tools we can 
give to the next generation. Marlborough is a high-rank-
ing and high-achieving district. Let’s make sure it stays 
this way! Thank you for your time and for considering 
me for this role on Tuesday, Nov. 2. 

Elizabeth Giannelli – Marlborough 

Positive Change
To the Editor:

The BOE is the board of directors or board of trust-
ees of a school or local school district.  They develop 
policies, rules, and regulations to control the operation 
of the schools, including system organization, school site 
location, school finances, equipment purchases, staffing, 
attendance, curriculum, extracurricular activities, and 
other functions essential to the day-to-day operation.

In Colchester there are seven members on the BOE. 
Politically two are guaranteed Republican and two are 
guaranteed Democrat, the other three members can be 
either. This year, 2021, there are four positions open on 
the BOE.

The Republican slate is a strong, diverse slate of four 
candidates that will work hard as a team to be the voice 
for all, administrators, educators, parents, and most im-
portantly the students. Each candidate brings a special 
quality with them. Alex Oliphant is an educator who 
sees the need to fill the educational gaps he sees coming 
to him at a college level. He is a dedicated teacher who 
cares for the needs of all students. Rosemary Gignac is 
a recent graduate who brings a fresh young vision to the 
position and whose interest is focused in Special Educa-
tion after going through the program. Donna Antonacci 
and Margo Gignac are moms with kids currently in our 
school system who feel it’s time to get involved to carry 
forward a voice for the community where every parent 
and student’s voice will be heard and never dismissed.

If you wish a positive change for all of the Colchester 
students, please consider voting for all four of the Re-
publican Board of Education candidates and vote all of 
Row B for a positive change for all of Colchester.

Sincerely,
Donna Antonacci, Alex Oliphant,

Rosemary Gignac and Margo Gignac
Candidates for the Colchester Board of Education

Against Turf Funding
To the Editor:

I am against funding for artificial turf at RHAM. Ar-
tificial turf clearly causes more injuries to high school 
athletes than natural grass. It creates a long-term expense 
for the towns and is environmentally indefensible. Natu-
ral grass is better for children and athletes.

Many of the arguments in favor of artificial grass by 
the RHAM BOE are presented without scientific refer-
ences or with incorrect citations. The one statistic show-
ing artificial turf as safer than natural grass – Slide 13 – 
is from a 2004 study funded by the artificial turf industry. 
It is presented without scientific citation. This statistic, 
word-for-word, is frequently found in artificial turf sales 
materials despite the fact that the study has been clearly 
refuted by the body of scientific literature.

Second, a key statistic in Slide 3, Yearly Field Usage, 
states the “Sports Turfs Managers Association recom-
mends no more than 250 years of use per year.” A ref-
erence could not be provided to me because it doesn’t 
exist. The STMA does not recommend anything of the 
kind. (I called and asked them.) In fact, references sent 
to me by RHAM personnel and others suggest that natu-
ral grass playing fields can be used 400 to 600 hours a 
year without degrading the playing surfaces. If so, then 
the data provided suggest that the RHAM field are un-
derused. (The most used field at 318 hours a year is 316 
Field (South).) In addition, the cost-benefit analysis 
which relies on this incorrect standard, is wrong. In fact, 
turf will be a long-term expense.

I hope voters will “follow the science” and vote “No.” 
(Please email me for a complete reference list on inju-
ries, usage and costs at johnbcollins27@gmail.com). In 
addition, I hope the RHAM BOE corrects the errors in its 

newsletter before the election.
John Collins – Amston

Note: Collins is a member of the Hebron Board of 
Selectmen, but is speaking as an individual.

the all-time contractor favorite, customer change orders.
Lastly, there are alternate fields in Hebron which can 

be converted rather build a new field.
Join me in voting ‘no.’

Davis Howell – Hebron

to vote for Tiffany Thiele for BOS; Heather Petit and 
myself for Hebron BOE; Claudia Riley, Heather Sum-
merer, and Maura Curran Baker for RHAM BOE; Eric 
Lindquist and David Sousa for P&Z; and Amy Dunnells 
and Mal Leichter for BOF. I hope you’ll join me.

In Solidarity,
Nicole Matthews – Amston

Candidate for Hebron Board of Education

Concerning Turf
To the Editor:

The artificial turf field proposed for RHAM High 
School is concerning.  Artificial turf is mainly manufac-
tured using polypropylene, polyethylene, and nylon - all 
of which are derived from oil and natural gas.  With the 
serious implications of fossil fuels contributing to cli-
mate change and environmental degradation, as well as 
overwhelming plastic pollution, expanding the use of 
fossil fuels is not conducive to the health of our planet.  
Installing an artificial turf field at RHAM further contrib-
utes to fossil fuel use.

Maria Tulman – Andover

See Letters, page 34
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day or two. In short high school athletic season, this is 
imperative.

4. The proposed lights will allow parents to attend 
later starting weeknight games. We know from experi-
ments with temporary lights in the past that weekend 
night games in all sports will bring out the community 
and provide a great opportunity to show off not just the 
athletes but the band, the cheerleaders, and the student 
body as a whole.

5. Finally, the track must be replaced. This communi-
ty resource is a necessity both for our teams and for those 
outside the school community who go there to exercise.

Let me close with a word to those who, like my fam-
ily, no longer have kids in school. Remember how you 
appreciated those people who twenty years ago support-
ed the RHAM building project when their own kids were 
already out of school. It is your turn to be one of those 
people by voting ‘yes’ on Tuesday.

Robert M. Fitzgerald – Hebron

Lavoy for BOE
To the Editor:

Tim Lavoy has my vote for reelection to BOE. One 
thing that is typically not mentioned is the incredible 
amount of time it takes to effectively serve. Tim is re-
tired State of Connecticut human services manager who 
served special needs students for 36 years, with minor 
in public administration. He has been a professional ad-
vocate, and his segue to BOE has been a natural one. 
Tim uses his time and talent to serve very effectively, and 
has the background, intelligence, and passion to serve 
the students of Portland. He has been a volunteer for 
Portland in many capacities for 16 years. I have known 
Tim for 8 years and have been impressed with his due 
diligence in preparation for BOE meetings and policy 
decisions. 

An important criterion of a BOE member is profi-
ciency in gathering and analyzing relevant data to assist 
in making important decisions. Accountability is a key 
ingredient in a successful BOE. Members must be able 
to back decisions with facts and data and be accountable 
and transparent to the public. In this, I know Tim shines, 
and this benefits our whole community! 

Tim understands our community values, wishes, and 
challenges. He is fair-minded, kind, resourceful, and will 
no doubt continue to be an integral part of Portland’s 
future success! Vote for Tim Lavoy and the Curley/Re-
publican ticket. Let’s embrace positive changes together! 
Please vote.

Janet Colonghi – Portland
Registered Independent

Bisbikos for First Selectman
To the Editor:

I have had the pleasure of working with Andreas for 
the past two years while serving on the Board of Select-
men.  During those two years I have been impressed not 
only with his ideas, tenacity, and character, but more im-
portantly his love of this community.

I would be hard-pressed to find a person in their 30s 
who has already devoted roughly a third of his life in 
serving his community.  When we first met to discuss 
his vision for the future of Colchester, he was ready and 
excited.  As he listed off the four tenets of his campaign: 
Affordability, Transparency, Economic Development 
and Tradition I thought to myself these are tenants that 
are important not just to me, but they are important to the 
community as well.

This year’s Republican caucus for candidates was one 
of the largest I have seen here in Colchester.  The caucus 
was well advertised and open to the public.  Because of 
our openness in reaching out to the community we have 
a stellar slate of candidates that I could not be prouder 
of.  As a team, it will be our job to assist in working with 
Andreas to fulfill his vision in moving the town forward.

I look forward to working with Andreas and Jason 
LaChapelle on the BOS, as well as the entire slate. I ask 
you to join me in voting Row B and help us move the 
town of Colchester into the future.

Respectfully,
Taras W. Rudko – Colchester 
Member, Board of Selectmen

Voting in Portland
To the Editor:

I see candidates who support education, who have 
been in rooms with me grappling with white suprema-
cy culture and moving to being more anti-racist in our 
community. I see candidates who believe in science and 
healthcare and have worked hard to protect the commu-
nity from COVID-19.  I also see candidates who have 
posted misleading things about masks, about the 2020 
presidential election, and who have questioned commu-
nity surveys on the lived experience of the Black and 
Brown community in Portland.

So, I am voting for Jim Tripp, Laurel Steinhauser and 
Barry Rodgers. People I have known and have seen work 
hard for the town at BOS and BOE meetings and in our 
schools on the PTO.   I am voting for April Graves, Ken 
Kearns and Ralph Zampano. They all have been active 
in the development of our kids and their growth.  I am 
voting for my neighbor Cindy Roman and Tom Malecky 
and Kim Nagy-Maruschock who have shown up consis-
tently for Portland.  I am voting for Sharon Peters – who 
has withstood hate from those opposing keeping our 
kids safe from COVID by wearing masks. I am voting 
for Katelynn Puorro who has deep pockets in social and 
emotional learning for our students.

I will not be voting for people who pass on misin-
formation and hate in our town. I will not be voting for 
people who are ok with their political sign being on the 
same property that says F* Biden. I will not be voting 
for people who endorse fellow running mates who make 
fun of masks and question the integrity of the election on 
their social media.

I will vote for John Dillon who has spent the good part 
of his life giving back to the community.

Thanks,
Erin Livensparger – Portland 

Vote Mary Bylone
To the Editor:

Visionary – Mary Bylone; Qualified – Mary Bylone; 
Experienced – Mary Bylone; Honest – Mary Bylone; 
Proven Leader – Mary Bylone; Accomplishments – 
Mary Bylone; Community First – Mary Bylone; Com-
munication – Mary Bylone; Ethical – Mary Bylone; 
Economic Development – Mary Bylone;

Visible – Mary Bylone; Approachable – Mary By-
lone; Proactive – Mary Bylone; Public Safety – Mary 
Bylone; Infrastructure – Mary Bylone; Energy Efficien-
cy – Mary Bylone; Senior/Community Center – Mary 
Bylone; Collaborative – Mary Bylone; Creative – Mary 
Bylone; Honest – Mary Bylone;

Protective – Mary Bylone; Grant-Seeking – Mary By-
lone; Pro-Health – Mary Bylone; Supportive – Mary By-
lone; Partnering – Mary Bylone; Hard-Working – Mary 
Bylone; Principled – Mary Bylone; Dependable – Mary 
Bylone; Veracious – Mary Bylone; Creditable – Mary 
Bylone;

marybylone.com/vision
To learn more about the two of First selectman can-

didates, view the Q&A video on YouTube here: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=1H-8RL99vQs

Tricia Heldmann – Colchester

Voting for Bisbikos
To the Editor:

Today, I’d like to share a few reasons why I will be 
voting for Andreas Bisbikos in the upcoming election.

First, he has been a resident of Colchester for 34 years 
and his family owns a small business in town. While be-
ing a resident for such a long period time is certainly not 
a requirement of the office, I think his experiences give 
him a unique perspective on what makes Colchester such 
an amazing place to live. Second, he has a clear vision of 
what he wants to do should he be elected. His ideas for 
the recreation fields and for infusing our town with pride 
through a rework of the 57 Fest sound like a great and 
feasible idea. Finally, for the past several weeks, he has 
been going door-to-door listening to voters. That shows 
me that he really cares about our opinion and wants ev-
eryone to be involved in the democratic process. He is 
bringing fresh ideas to office, something that I think our 
town desperately needs. 

For these reasons, I plan to vote for Andreas Bisbikos 
and the rest of the Republican ticket on Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Amanda Magyarik – Colchester

Time for New Leadership
Dear Portland Community:

Ryan Curley is what we have been looking for. A can-
didate whose only goal is to help the citizens of Portland, 
especially us senior citizens.

He is knowledgeable, respectful, highly educated, and 
experienced. He’s just what we have been looking for to 
lead our community. He has always been there to help 
me. I consider him a man with character, and a with a 
true concern for all our citizens’ needs. I am voting for 
Ryan, that’s for sure.

Nicholas J. Cannata – Portland

Vote for Deborah Bates
To the Editor:

My Name is Debbie Bates, and I am running as a Re-
publican for a seat on the Board of Selectmen this No-
vember. I am honored to have this opportunity to serve 
the town of Colchester. I have been a resident for 30 
years. My husband and I have raised our son here, who 
is now a senior in college in Massachusetts.

My years of experience as a small business owner, 
working with small and large corporations, and being fis-
cally responsible is a great asset to the board. Listening 
to all viewpoints, open discussions and to build a con-
sensus of what is good for the town are just a few of my 
beliefs that I will demonstrate if elected.

I believe that I have a vested interested in the town 
and have been engaged by attending the zoom meetings 
of the Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, Board of 
Education. Presently, I have the time and energy to do 
my due diligence to research the issues that come before 
the board.

I appreciate your vote on Nov. 2.
Debbie Bates – Colchester
Member of the Colchester

Republican Town Committee

★ Letters cont. from page 33

Final Days
To the Editor:

As the days counting down to the election draw to a 
close, I would like to remind the folks of Hebron that 
local elections are just as critical as national ones. Just 
as in Washington, there are candidates in our town who 
have the opportunity to make our world kinder or cru-
eler. Your vote has a far greater impact on the outcome, 
as turnout is considerably lower. When those at the top 
aren’t listening, our local officials are often the ones who 
can step in and enact change. To that effect, we have the 
ability to elect candidates that are genuinely passionate 
about the values we share. This year’s Democratic slate 
is comprised of dedicated individuals who are commit-
ted to showing up and doing the work without taking for 
granted the citizens who got them there.

Since first moving to town in 2005 I have come to ap-
preciate what makes our community a wonderful place 
to live, work and play. As a Democrat I value equity, in-
clusivity and the opportunities that contribute to living 
a fulfilling life. I stand for science and the public good. 
If elected to the Planning & Zoning Committee, I will 
strive to use my voice towards furthering those values 
and seeking out compromises that balance the needs of 
our diverse community today with our future in mind.

I am excited to give back to Hebron along with my 
fellow candidates on the Democratic slate. I encourage 
you to educate yourselves about candidates and vote 
Row A on Nov. 2.

Eric Lindquist – Hebron
Candidate for Planning & Zoning Commission

Portland Candidates
To the Editor:

Portland Social Justice Coalition supports civic en-
gagement and voter education. We hope all eligible Port-
land voters participate in Tuesday’s municipal elections! 
To find out if you’re registered to vote and for additional 
voting information, visit the Secretary of the State’s 
website: portaldir.ct.gov/sots/ or Portland’s Town Clerk 
office.

The coalition attempted to plan a Candidate Forum 
with Portland Library this fall. Unfortunately, it didn’t 
work out, and PSJC members wanted to find another 
way to help educate voters about the candidates and their 
positions on different issues that affect Portland. We’ve 
invited all First Selectman, Board of Selectmen, and 
Board of Education candidates to answer, via email, sev-
eral questions which cover many aspects of town leader-
ship, including social justice concerns.

Working Together for Progress
To My Fellow East Hampton residents:

As Election Day draws near, I would like to take this 
opportunity to state clearly, in my own words, what I be-
lieve about education, community and citizenship.

I firmly believe that children benefit from being in 
a robust, challenging, and comprehensive educational 
program, provided in a safe, appropriate and nurturing 
setting by competent and caring professionals.  I believe 
that continuity is a critical part of such a program.  The 
children of East Hampton, in order to be optimal learn-
ers, need to be in school.  I believe that logical steps have 
been taken to ensure that this has occurred, and although 
difficult decisions have been made over the past eigh-
teen months, they were the product of hard work, solid 
research and outstanding leadership on the part of our 
school administrators.  I believe that as we move for-
ward, we need to work together as parents, teachers, 
administrators and citizens to ensure our children’s con-
tinuity of learning, to overcome both the academic and 
social/emotional losses they have endured, and to con-
tinue to pursue excellence in education.  The students of 
East Hampton deserve no less. 

I believe that good communities are built on a foun-
dation of common goals and respect.  I believe that as 
citizens we all have responsibilities to ourselves, to our 
families, and also to other members of our community.  
I believe we should look to our leaders and experts for 
resolutions to difficult situations and show a willing-
ness to engage in constructive dialogue to resolve our 
differences.  And as I wrote last week, I believe both 
our school system and our community need to be nur-
tured, supported and given adequate resources to grow.  
Without progress and growth, we fall behind. Let’s work 
together to move our community of East Hampton for-
ward.  Please support me on Nov. 2. 

Nancy Kohler – East Hampton 
Member and Candidate, Board of Education

Experience Matters
To the Editor:

Experience matters. That is why I am supporting Jim 
Tripp for First Selectman.

I have had the good fortune of working with Jim for 
a number of years both before he was elected and in 
his capacity as both Selectman and Board of Education 
member for the town of Portland.

Confident and personable, Jim’s experience in mu-
nicipal government and his active role in leading various 
community groups has served the town well. A natural 
leader, Jim was instrumental in the transformation of the 
Riverfront Park from a vision to a vibrant community 
asset. In addition, he worked closely with the Parks and 
Recreation Commission and volunteers on the Portland 
Recreational Complex, which is viewed as one of the 
best recreation facilities in the area and a source of pride 

Important Election
To the Editor:
Nov. 2 is approaching and, while an ‘off-cycle’ elec-

tion, it is an important one.  Our economy is picking up 
after COVID-19 and businesses are reinvesting in our 
community.  It is an exciting time to serve on any board, 
but particularly on the Planning and Zoning Commission 
where I am a candidate for re-election.  My experience 
and leadership over the last 20+ years on the PZC has 
helped bring about our current Plan of Conservation and 
Development, our refreshed Zoning Regulations and a 
host of other initiatives that, together with the help of 
dedicated town staff and fellow commission members 
have made and will continue to make Hebron a wonder-
ful place to live.  I believe my experience in law, negotia-
tion and town governance are assets that will serve the 
town into the future.  I would be honored to be re-elected 
to the Commission in order to continue to serve the town.  

I am joined in my quest for reelection by a slate of 
highly-talented and committed Republican candidates.  
Dan Larson, running for reelection to the Board of Se-
lectmen and Diane Del Rosso and Michael McCormack, 
running for the Board of Finance are exemplary public 
servants with years of experience.  Likewise is Devon 
Garner and the rest of the Republican slate of candidates 

Vote for Me!
To the Editor:

With Election Day next week, I wanted to reach out 
to the community and remind everyone why I am cam-
paigning for a seat on the Board of Education. First and 
foremost, come the children of the school community. 
As a mother of 4, a former special education teacher, and 
a behavioral consultant, I can relate to the inner work-
ings of the school, but also life at home with the children. 
I currently have 2 children enrolled at MES, and another 
two that will attend in the future. I anticipate my involve-
ment on the board long term, supporting our school com-
munity.  I want our children to receive the best possible 
education.

I have worn many hats in our beautiful community. 
One that I am most proud of, is being asked by MES 
administration to join the reopening task force over the 
summer of  2020. Collaboratively, we worked to bring 
our children back to school in the safest way possible. 
I am president of our local chapter of Mom’s Club In-
ternational, although I have held multiple positions in 
the board over the last 5 years. Most recently, we raised 
money and purchased 10 picnic tables for MES for out-
door learning and activities. I was on the board of Marl-
borough Co-op when my daughter attended preschool 
there, and currently sit on the School Advisory Council.

My involvement in the community is such a priority 
to me. I have met so many members of this community 
along the way, and I truly feel as though I would be able 
to best represent the constituents of this town. Because 
of my expertise in education, I have been able to support 
teachers, parents, and children of our community. I wel-
come the opportunity to speak with all members of the 
community, my information can be found at MarlGop.
com under the committee tab.

Kerri Barella
Marlborough Board of Education Candidate

Antonacci for Board of Education
To the Editor:

So we are in the home stretch of this election, and not 
a moment too soon!

The Colchester elections have been contentious to say 
the least. At the beginning of this campaign, I stated in 
this paper that I would run with dignity and I believe 
I have. I keep promises, seems like a rare thing in this 
world, but I do. I am confident that I can continue to keep 
promises when elected to the Board of Education. 

I will look forward to creating a culture of education 
free from politics, being fiscally responsible, and mak-
ing sure our kids are safe by expanding the SRO in the 
schools. Over the past few months, our BOE team has 
spoken to several concerned parents as well as students. 
I am doing this for parents who want a voice, but more 
importantly the children who need a voice. 

Vote Row B on Nov. 2.
Thank you!

Donna Antonacci – Colchester

Your Vote Is Your Voice
Dear Portland Residents:

Did you know that only about 40% of Portland reg-
istered voters vote in most municipal elections? Only 
40%!

Portland saw record voter turnout in last year’s presi-
dential election. Ever an optimist, I am hoping that this 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, we will see record turnout for this 
year’s municipal election. More than the presidential 
election, more than statewide elections, municipal elec-
tions determine the future for our community. They de-
cide what our town priorities are, where we invest our tax 
dollars, what kind of schools our children attend, how 
we grow, whether we support our public safety and town 
services, what our values are as a community. Municipal 
elections determine how we move forward. And that old 
cliché rings true: your vote is your voice.

I believe in Jim Tripp. I believe in his vision for how 
our Portland community should move forward. I believe 
in the experience, integrity, and leadership of each of the 
Democratic candidates on the ticket. I hope you will join 
me in supporting them this Tuesday. But mostly, I hope 
you vote.

See you at the polls,
Laurel Steinhauser – Portland

Candidate for the Board of Selectmen

Elect Bisbikos
To the Editor:

I have been lucky to have moved in permanently 
with my family in this wonderful town. I have always 
followed events and happenings with them through the 
years. I remember when Art Shilosky worked so hard 
bringing an energy source to town which the town could 
tax. I saw a reference to that on a Democratic mailer 
yesterday. Everyone should remember that it was First 
Selectmen Shilosky who worked hard to give us that.

Now we have the opportunity to elect Andreas Bis-
bikos, a wonderful hard-working man, to first selectmen!

Andreas Bisbikos and Taras Rudko represent what 
Colchester is all about! Vote Bisbikos!

Sincerely,
Pat Kelly – Colchester

American Independent Party
To the Editor:

If the voters look at the last 18 years under Mrs. 
Bransfield there has been nothing concrete done for the 
town. It’s 90% show, like building the town park, which 
ran over budget by at least $2 million. Where did the 2 
million come from? It came from the $2 million which 
was budgeted to redo “Brownstone Ave.” which accord-
ing to Mrs. Bransfield needed to be done (A made up 
story). Brownstone Ave. hasn’t been done. Ask Mrs. 
Bransfield where the $2 million went.

Then we have “sidewalks” most of which were done 
to “buy” votes. And, recently the town halls parking lot 
was redone, it did not need to be done... And, this past 
week or so Brainerd Place, the owner came and cleared 
brush from the property (a call from the town hall?). As 
I remember they did this two years ago also – “looks 
count.”

Friday, I got my water bill, if you vote democratic you 
have NO common sense. Call Mrs. Bransfield and hear 
her “story.”

I was in the Air Force for 4 years, and I helped run the 
“family” business Middlesex Signs. I feel I have “life’s” 
experience to steer Portland on an honest course.

First priority is water; I have a plan (I’m not saying) 
I estimate two years to fix. If anyone says less vote for 
them and write the “info” down.

If you don’t want to vote for me vote for Curley, he’s 
young 34, his “metal” has not been “tempered” like 
mine. But, he’s honest, not like the deceiving democrats.

Sincerely and Most Respectfully,
Lambros Lambrinides – Portland

for the town.
Furthermore, Jim will use his Master of Science in 

Management degree and bring over 20 years of work ex-
perience in the private sector to the First Selectman posi-
tion. Jim has a history of proven and effective leadership 
and his hands-on approach will enable him to step into 
the job on day one.

Along with selectman Jim Tripp, I ask you to sup-
port John Dillon, April Graves, Laurel Steinhauser and 
Ralph Zampano for the Board of Selectmen, Kim Nagy-
Maruschock, Sharon Peters, Katelynn Puorro and Barry 
Rodgers for the Board of Education, Ken Kearns and 
Tom Malecky for the Board of Assessment Appeals, and 
Michael Lastrina and Cynthia Roman for the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. They are constantly exploring ways 
to make Portland a better place to live and have been 
successful in doing just that.

Experienced and effective leaders, Jim Tripp and the 
Democratic team have a record of accomplishment and I 
ask you to join me in voting for them on November 2nd.

Sincerely,
Brian J. O’Connor, Chair

Portland Democratic Town Committee

who all have impressive credentials and understand the 
commitment of time and energy necessary to serve.  

In all, I strongly encourage Hebron voters to care-
fully review the proven track records of the Republican 
slate.  Personally, I would ask you to please vote for me, 
Natalie Wood, for reelection to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  Likewise, I would ask for your vote for all 
the dedicated Republican candidates who are passionate 
to serve you. 

Respectfully,
Natalie Wood – Hebron

Candidate for Reelection,
Planning & Zoning Commission
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announcements

Groups of 10 or more anytime weekends.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.

r
e

9-
24

-2
1

Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Sun., 10/17, 8am – $100 4 Openings Left!

No NRA Computer Course required

The 
Absolute 

BEST!!

WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

employment
employment

Flexible Behavioral Technician Openings at Lotus 
Family Services! Hiring staff to work along side BCBA’s 
to support children and youth with Autism in home and 

community settings. Part/Fulltime w/ flexible hours. 
Preference given to those with experience working with 

special needs but also a great opportunity for future 
teacher’s or social workers who want experience! High 
School Diploma & Passing Background Check Required. 

Contact: www.Lotusbehavioralhealth.org
or 860-428-5770

CIT10-28-21

RE9-24-21

Needed for small local office. Experience in 
construction accounting and certified payroll 
required. T&M Billing, Experience working 

with various Unions, payroll quarterly 
reports, reconciling bank statements. 
Competitive wage, benefit package

includes health insurance and 401(k).
PlEasE sENd rEsUMEs To:

P.O. Box 777, Colchester, CT 06415, Attn: Geri
or email to geririsley@comcast.net

Bookkeeper/Administrative
Assistant

Substitute Nurses Needed
The Columbia School District (H.W. Porter School) is 

seeking substitute nurses. Qualified candidates must hold 
a valid Registered Nursing License. H.W. Porter School 
is a PK-8 school. Please forward a resume, certification, 
2 current letters of reference and proof of COVID 19 

vaccination or medical/religious exemption to bmorey@
hwporter.org. Anticipated hours are 8:15 until 3:30.

Please email resumes and applications to:
bmorey@hwporter.org

For additional information visit our website at:
https://columbiapublicschools.org/
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PART TIME CASHIER WANTED 
- Please apply in person, 1633 
Portland Cobalt Road. $13 to start. 
Portland Citgo and Self-storage 
860-342-1020

B U C K I N G H A M  C H U R C H 
SEEKS AN OFFICE ADMIN. 
WITH EXPERIENCE  in online 
marketing, newsletters, website 
maintenance, Microsoft Office & 
social media. PT (16 hours) can be 
partially remote.  Email resume by 
11/15 to buckinghamchurch16@
gmail.com Attn. D. Sweet

WAITSTAFF  NEEDED  ONE 
WEEKEND DAY A WEEK ASAP. 
Please come in and fill out an 
application at Eggs Up Restaurant 
on Rt.66 in Portland.

PART TIME SEXTON POSITION 
AT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN PORTLAND.  Flexible hours.  
Cleaning and light maintenance.  
Please e-mail zion.lutheran@
snet.net or call (860) 342-2860 
for information or to apply.  

TREE CREW member wanted 
for establish tree company in 
Hebron. Immediate opening. call 
for details. 228-SAWS 

PAINTER WANTED - Must have 
experience and transportation. 
Please call Mike 860-608-8376

S M A L L  A C C O U N T I N G 
F IRM SEEKS PART-T IME 
BOOKKEEPER. We are willing to 
train. Flexible schedule. Email us 
at theoffice@carollofinancial.com

EAST HAMPTON, FULL-TIME 
B O O K K E E P I N G / O F F I C E 
POSITION AVAILABLE FOR 
A  S M A L L  M A C H I N E R Y 
SALES OFFICE. Knowledge of 
Quickbooks 2019 a must. Being 
familiar with computers, eBay 
listings and websites is a plus!  
Contact Ener-G Machinery@
gmail.com or call 860-467-3999

C O O K  /  K I T C H E N  H E L P 
WANTED. Full-time / part-time 
shifts available. Call 860-280-
7929 or stop in to Marlborough 
Tavern on 3 East Hampton Road, 
Marlborough

PART-TIME NURSE - 8am- 12:00, 
3-4 days/wk, includes every other 
weekend. Please call Christal at 
Greystone 860-342-2509

GLASTONBURY CARPET 
HAS OPENINGS for friendly 
and helpful Sales Associates. 
Part-time positions, Tues. thru 
Saturday. No nights, no Sundays. 
Call 860-633-8832 or 860-338-
0023

WORK OUTDOORS: Landscape 
Company in Glastonbury has 
a full-time position available. 
Starting pay $18./hour. We work 
smarter not harder providing great 
service to residential properties in 
Glastonbury. You must be reliable, 
physically fit and ready to work 40 
hours per week. 860-333-4549.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF. Costume jewelry, pottery, 
bottles, crocks, jugs, toys/games, 
glassware, silver plated items, 
s igns,  typewr i ters ,  sewing 
machines, bar items, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, oil lamps, knives, 
hunting, fishing, military, Masonic, 
fire dept. and more. Donald Roy 
860-874-8396.  

P R E S C H O O L O P E N I N G S 
a t  Our  Ch i ldren ’s  P lace 
Glastonbury.  We are pre-
enrolling  3 and 4 year olds NOW! 
Join our exceptional learning 
center with 30 years of proven 
success educating our children. 
ourchildrensplacechildcare.com

DOG OBEDIENCE/AGILITY 
CLASSES starting soon. Offering: 
Agility, Puppy Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue Dogs 
Want/Need, CGC/Therapy. Over 
20-years experience. Michelle 
L a r s o n  a t  PAW S - N - H E E L 
DTC, 860-267-6040. paws-n-
heeldogtraining.com

CHILDCARE

TOWN OF HEBRON
TRUCK DRIVER / MAINTAINER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Town of Hebron is seeking candidates for the position 
of Truck Driver/Maintainer in the Public Works Department.  
Applicant must have a CDL Class A or B license.  Must have 
a minimum of a High School Diploma or GED.  Three years 
of truck driving experience including snow plowing and public 
works operations or an equivalent combination required.  Expe-
rience should also include working with heavy trucks and heavy 
equipment.  Applicant must be available nights and weekends 
during winter months.  Must be able to pass a complete 
physical examination and pre-employment drug test.  This is a 
bargaining unit position.
Letters of interest or resumes should be mailed along with a 
Town of Hebron employment application to Andrew J. Tierney, 
Town Manager, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 
06248 by November 12, 2021.  Hebron is an equal opportunity 
employer. 1TB 10/29

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Marlborough Elementary School Cafeteria

(25 School Dr.)
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 

Public Hearing
Thursday, November 4, 2021 at 7:00 PM at

25 School Dr. (Marlborough Elementary School Cafeteria)
APPLICATION #Z-15-21 Amendment to the Marlborough Zon-
ing Regulations, Article Two Zones Section A, Amendment to 
Article Four 
Definitions & New Article Ten J - Lake Terramuggus Watershed 
& Shoreline Overlay District, and adding a new overlay zone 
within the Lake Terramuggus watershed as shown on a map 
on file, for the purpose of regulating the cutting and retention 
of trees and other vegetation; the erection of docks, retaining 
walls, sheds, and other structures in proximity to the Lake; the 
application of chemicals; and other measures to protect the 
water quality of Lake Terramuggus and the property values 
around it.
APPLICATION  #Z-16-21 OM Village, LLC (Applicant) – Amend-
ment to Article 7A.F.E. Impervious Surface Coverage.
The room capacity will be limited due to Social Distancing 
requirements and masks are mandatory for those who are 
attend in person. Written testimony will be received at the public 
hearing and written testimony can be sent to the Building /
Land Use Department at Town Hall ahead of the public hearing. 
All testimony and application materials will be available to the 
public on the Town Website, www.Marlboroughct.net, under 
Minutes/Agendas then Agenda 2021 then Zoning Commission.    
Kevin Asklar, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 2TB 10/22, 10/29

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, November 
4, 2021 at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to consider 
the following:
PZC #21-06: 56 Strongs Avenue. Request for Subdivision of 
house on .4 acre lot from farm with 33 acres with barns and 
garage.  Applicant and property of Estate of Lucille G. Anderson, 
Nancy L. Anderson, Executrix.  Assessor’s Map 47, Lot 14.  
Zone R10.  
PZC #21-07: 378 Cox Road. Map 78, Lot 21. Request for an 11 
lot subdivision on a property containing wetlands. Application 
of Tom Briggs. Property of Synnott Properties, LLC. Zone RR/
Forest Neighborhood Overlay Zone.  
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department or on the Town of Portland Website: www.
portlandct.org 
Dated at Portland, CT. this 18th day of October 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

2TB 10/22, 10/29

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
MUNICIPAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 2021

The electors of the Town of Colchester are hereby warned to 
meet on Tuesday, November 2, 2021, between the hours of 
6:00 am and 8:00 pm for the purpose of casting their vote in the 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION.
 A complete list of nominees and sample ballot can be viewed in 
the Town Clerk’s Office during regular office hours. Optical voting 
machines will be used. 
Voting will take place at the following locations: 
District #1: Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave, Colchester, CT
District #2 & #4: Abundant Life of the Assemblies of God, 85 
Skinner Rd, Colchester, CT
District # 3: Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich Ave. Colchester, CT
Absentee Ballots will be counted at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave, 
Colchester, CT
Election Day Registration will take place at Town Hall, 127 
Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT.
Dated this 22nd day of October 2021.
Gayle Furman
Town Clerk 1TB 10/29

TOWN OF PORTLAND
LEGAL NOTICE

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2021

The electors and qualified voters of the Town of Portland are 
hereby warned and notified that a Municipal Election will be held 
at the polling place in said town on Tuesday, November 2, 2021, 
between the hours of 6:00 am and 8:00 pm for the following 
purposes, to wit:
First Selectman (1)
Board of Selectmen (6)
Board of Education (4)
Board of Assessment Appeals (3)
Zoning Board of Appeals (1)
5 year term begins 2021
Zoning Board of Appeals (1)
5 year term begins 2022
Zoning Board of Appeals (1)
3 year vacancy
Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling place is:
Portland Middle School, 93 High Street Portland, Connecticut
Absentee ballots will be counted at the polls. Paper ballots and 
tabulators will be used.
The polls will be opened at six o’clock in the morning and will 
remain open until eight o’clock in the evening.
ATTEST:
Ryan J. Curley
Portland Town Clerk
Dated at Portland, Connecticut this 25th day of October, 2021. 1T
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON, CT

WARNING OF MUNICIPAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 2, 2021

The electors of the Town of East Hampton are hereby warned 
to meet at East Hampton Middle School, 19 Childs Road, East 
Hampton on November 2, 2021 to cast ballots for the following 
offices: Town Council, Board of Finance, Board of Education, Board 
of Assessment Appeals, Zoning Board of Appeals Term begins 
2021, Zoning Board of Appeals Term begins 2022 and Zoning 
Board of Appeals Alternates. Optical scan voting tabulators will be 
used. Absentee Ballots will be counted at the polls. The polls will be 
opened at six o’clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) until eight o’clock in 
the evening (8:00 p.m.) 
Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut, this 26th day of October 2021.
Kelly Bilodeau, CMC, CCTC East Hampton Town Clerk 1TB 10/29

great-grandchildren, many friends, and count-
less acquaintances.

Harold was always there when asked, and 
even times when not asked, to give advice, lend 
a hand, or share his love of the Lord and his life 
experience.  Harold was an interesting, unique, 
generous, and loving soul.  His passing is a pro-
found loss to his family and friends.

Harold is predeceased by his father Harold A. 
Durel Sr.; mother, Mildred Irene Patterson Du-
rel; and brother, Donald Durel.  He is survived 
by his wife of 40 years, Joan Durel; son, David 
Durel and his wife Brenda Lee; daughter, Lisa 
Durel; sister, Kathryn Wilson and her husband 
Glenn; brother, Ronald Durel; grandson, Steven 
Durel and his wife Bruna; granddaughter, Maya 
Whitton, great-granddaughter, Alice Durel; and 
step-granddaughters, Brooke, Sabrina, and their 
children, Zen, Nova and Ziya.

Due to COVID-19 challenges, a private fu-
neral was held at Lakeside Funeral Home in 
Royal Palm Beach, Fla., on Monday, Oct. 12, 
2020.

In remembrance, Harold’s family asks that 
you do something kind for someone in need. In 
lieu of a good deed, consider a donation of any 
size to the March of Dimes, St. Jude’s, ASPCA, 
or Disaster Preparedness and Relief Services 
for those in hurricane impacted areas like his 
childhood state of Louisiana or home state of 
Florida.

East Hampton
Stanley A. Spencer

Stanley A. Spencer, 86, of East Hampton, 
widower of the late Helene Diane (Francisco) 
Spencer, died peacefully at home surrounded 
by his family on Wednesday, Oct. 20. Born Oct. 
29, 1934, in Middletown, he was the son of the 
late Lafayette and Stella Spencer. 

Stanley proudly served his country in the 
U.S. Navy. He had been employed by the Con-
necticut State Police and retired from the State 
of Connecticut DEEP. Stanley enjoyed racing 
stock cars all around the Northeast. 

He is survived by his sons Scott Spencer 
and Steven Spencer, both of East Hampton; his 
daughter, Sheryl Dolittle and her husband David 
of Middlefield; and his five beloved grandchil-
dren, Abby, Jacob, Hannah, Ethan and Sydney. 

He was predeceased by his sister, Eleanor 
Veile. 

Friends called at the Spencer Funeral Home, 
112 Main St., East Hampton, on Monday, Oct. 
25. Burial followed in the family plot in Union 
Hill Cemetery in Middle Haddam. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to Tunnel to Towers Foundation at 
www.t2t.org or Protector of Animals at www.
poainc.org. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Obituaries cont.

The candidate interviews are posted on our webpage: 
Facebook.com/PortlandCTSocialJustice. This is a public 
page that anyone can view, with or without a Facebook 
account. As of the deadline to submit this letter, we have 
received responses from: Tim Lavoy, Stacey Benham, 
Ralph Zampano, Sharon Peters, Kim Nagy-Maruschock, 
Katelynn Puorro, Barry Rodgers, John Dillon, April 
Graves, Jim Tripp, Laurel Steinhauser and Ryan Curley. 
Thank you for completing our questionnaire! We will 
post responses that we receive up until 11 p.m. on Nov. 
1st. We hope all candidates will respond, and we encour-
age all voters to check out the questions and candidates’ 
answers!

For more information about the candidates, you can 
visit the party websites: gopportlandct.com and port-
landctdtc.com. You can also find them on Facebook. For 
additional information on Board of Education nominees, 
search Facebook for “Portland CT BOE Supporters.” 
This group also hosts detailed bios of candidates.

We appreciate all who are running and working to 
make our town an even better place. Let’s make in-
formed decisions when choosing our town leadership.

Liz Hibino, Co-Founder
Portland Social Justice Coalition

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum •
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Wanted:
Physical therapist

Interested in progressing your career & sharing 
in the success of your practice? Performance 

Physical Therapy is looking for a licensed
Physical Therapist for our Hebron location. 

Competitive salary & benefits.
Please visit our website at pptsm.com

to learn about our practice.
Resumes can be sent to hebron@pptsm.com

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
At the October 21, 2021 regular meeting, the following actions 
were taken:
CONTINUED THE PUBLIC HEARING TO 11/4/21 FOR AP-
PLICATION PZC #21-04: 1390 Main Street (northwest corner of 
Rte. 17 and Rte. 17A).  Request for a Site Plan, Special Permit 
and Subdivision Review to construct a new 51,902 sq. ft. steel 
framed building.  This all-inclusive facility will include a gun retail 
business, indoor range, gun smithing, archery sales, service 
and range, etc.  Application of Let Freedom Ring, LLC.  Property 
of Gil Isle LLC.  Assessor’s Map 76, Lot 1.  Zone RI.  Western 
portion of site is located in Flood Plain Zone AE.
APPROVED APPLICATION PZC #21-05: 311 Brownstone 
Avenue. Request for Special Permit Modification (Application 
#19-23) to construct a 2,800 sq. ft. storage building.  Application 
and property of Dean Soucy and Darlene Rice. Assessor’s Map 
28, Lot 54. Zone B3/Riverfront Overlay.  
Dated at Portland, CT. this 25th day of October 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman 1TB 10/29

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Junior Estimator needed for busy Piping Construction 
Company. Candidates should be team orientated, 

have strong communication and organizational 
skills and have meticulous attention to detail. 
Responsibilities include reading & analyzing 

construction blueprint drawings and specifications to 
prepare takeoff data for material and labor estimates. 

Researching Bid-Sites to locate potential projects. 
Communicate with vendors to obtain current material 

pricing. Experience with Microsoft Office Products 
required. Salary negotiable based on experience. 
Benefits include: Medical and Dental Insurance, 

401K, Life, Short & Long Term Disability Insurance.
PLEaSE SEnD rESuME TO:
alicia@empirestatepiping.com

Junior Estimator

Cheryl Zalewski ABR, CRS, GRI

Call or TexT 860-930-9506
CherylSellsProperties.com

The Matchmaker: Helping Homes Find 
Families and Families Find Homes!

NEW LISTINGS FOR SALE: 

License #RES.0743857

— BRokERagE addRESS —
1266 E. Main St., Suite 700R, Stamford, CT 06092 R

E1
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This 3 bedroom Cape with 1 car garage 
has an option to add a master bedroom 
suite upstairs!  Relax in the three season 
porch overlooking your private level 
backyard in a convenient location! 

17 Highland ave.,
Portland
$249,900

Beautifully restored Antique Colonial!  
2,196 sq ft with 3/4 bedrooms, 2 full 
remodeled bathrooms, 2 car garage, 
separate heated artist studio on a nice 
level 1 acre lot.

Portland $330,000

Enjoy easy one level living in this 
remodeled 3 bedroom ranch with 2 
bathrooms located right off of Main 
Street! Brand new siding, new windows, 
electrical service, new oil tank, newer 
shed  - low maintenance living at its best!

Glastonbury $269,900

Don’t be spooked by the market
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY OR SELL!

Call CHERYL TODAY!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, 12:00 - 2:00P.M.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE10-29-21

You may not always see the results 
of your kindness, but every bit of 
positive energy you contribute to
the world makes it a better place

for all of us.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

HOUSING  
DISCRIMINATION 

IS ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401

If anyone refused to rent to you 
because of your source of income, 
race, color, national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender, religion, mari-
tal status, age, disability or because 
you have children, you may have 
been the victim of illegal housing 
discrimination. Contact the Con-
necticut Fair Housing Center.

Nick Sells Houses Fast

R
E

9-
24

-2
1

232 S. Main Street
Colchester, CT 06415

Get your FREE price 
analysis by texting

“value” to 860.300.3861
Plans as low as 2%

– Most sold in 2 days –

APARTMENT IN HEBRON 
AVAILABLE NOW in downstairs 
of private home. $1200. monthly 
including all utilities. Security 
deposit required. No pets, no 
smoking. edna.m.williams@gmail.
com

S E E K I N G  F I R S T  F L O O R 
A PA R T M E N T  O R  S M A L L 
HOUSE in wooded area w/yard in 
East Haddam/Colchester. Ready 
to move immediately. Good credit. 
Excellent References. Contact: 
azoic.me@gmail.com
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NOW HIRING!

Website: promoldplastics.com/general-application/
91 Lower Main Street, Portland, CT

Looking for a new growth opportunity?
We are looking to train select individuals

for tending machines, production & assembly!

MADE IN THE U.S.A.
We are ready to train the next generation in Manufacturing!

We Offer to You:
• $13/hr
• 1st Shift
• Free training
• Competitive benefits packages

We Need from You:
• Manufacturing aptitude
• Reliability
• Ability to multi-task
• Great time-management

Scan to apply:
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To apply, scan the QR Code or go to:
promoldplastics.com/general-application/

Warehouse Production Worker (Full-Time)
Responsibilities: Light production work, light assembly work, inventory management, 
material handling, packing and shipping, maintaining work area and monitoring 
production processes.
Qualifications: Education: Basic math skills Other: Excellent time management and 
computer skills, reliable, ability to multi-task
Starting Wage: $15/hour
Job Description: Our Company is currently seeking skilled production workers to 
carry out various tasks in our warehouse. The ideal candidates will be timely and reliable, 
have excellent work ethic and will be capable of following procedure with little to no 
supervision. The applicants will be responsible for operating production equipment, 
trimming products as they finish and reporting any issues with product or equipment to 
their immediate supervisor. All responsible, reliable applicants are encouraged to apply. 
We offer paid time off and insurance benefits after a 60-day probation period. First shift 
(7AM–3:30PM) and second shift (3:30PM–12AM) available.
Company Description: ProMold Plastics specializes in custom injection molding and 
mold making. We have been in business since 1967 serving the Medical, Electronic, 
Automotive, Industrial and Consumer Industries. Our mission is to be a valuable asset 
to our customers and remain customer focused by continually 
improving our communication through training and employee 
development.

91 Lower Main Street, Portland, CT

Holiday/Substitute/Weekend Attendant – 
Job Announcement 

The Herbert T. Clark House, an Assisted Living and Senior 
Congregate Community within the Glastonbury Housing 

Authority, is seeking a compassionate and caring individual 
for our Holiday/Substitute/Weekend Attendant. This essential 

position serves as the first point of contact for residents 
needing assistance, ensures the safety of the building and 

interacts with emergency services and visitors. The position 
requires exceptional interpersonal skills, attention to detail and 
an interest in working with older adults. (Hourly Rate: $14.57, 
time and ½ on holidays). For more information, please contact 

Dawn Hardwick, Administrative Assistant, (860-652-7623). 

To obtain an application please visit www.glastha.org 
or go to our main office located at 

25 Risley Road, Glastonbury, CT 06033 
Deadline: Until filled AA/EOE.

Glastonbury Housing Authority, Glastonbury, CT

CIT10-28-21
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The Caring Community of CT, located in Colchester 
CT, is currently hiring caring and motivated individuals wanting 
to work with developmentally disabled adults in residential 
programs on second and third shifts. High School Diploma or 
GED required, valid Connecticut drivers license required, no job 
experience necessary as we provide on-going training. Starting 
at $16.00 hourly (normal starting rate is $15.00 hourly) with 
fully paid health package for all employees 30 hours or more 
plus generous accrued time off benefits and earned annual 
steps the first three years. As per state regulations, COVID 
vaccination or weekly testing is required.

Please call (860) 267-4463 Monday through Friday
from 8 am to 4 pm to schedule an application

and interview appointment. 
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Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

TOWN OF HEBRON
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
The Town of Hebron is seeking candidates for the position of 
Equipment Operator in the Public Works Department. Applicant 
must have a minimum CDL Class B license (Class A preferred). 
Must have a minimum of a High School Diploma or GED. 
Five years of truck driving experience including snow plowing, 
road construction, maintenance, and public works operations. 
Experience should also include working with trucks and heavy 
equipment. Tree work and bucket truck operation experience is 
preferred. Applicant must be available nights and weekends dur-
ing the winter months. Must be able to pass a complete physical 
examination and pre-employment drug test. This is a bargaining 
unit position.
Letters of interest or resumes should be submitted along with 
an employment application to Andrew J. Tierney, Hebron Town 
Manager, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron CT, 06248 by November 12, 
2021. Hebron is an equal opportunity employer. 1TB 10/29
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tree & landscaping

www.hbutlerconstruction.com
Route 66 • Portland, CT • 860.342.3880

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:00-3:30; Sat. 7:00-1:00

Premium Quality Topsoil, 
Mulch & Decorative StoneX

Experienced 

Friendly 
Staff

Pickup 
Trucks 
Loaded

Professional Courteous 
Drivers

X

Open 
to the 
Public

NOw OPEN ON
SaTuRDayS
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— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

• Yard Clean-Ups • Seeding & Fertilization
• Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing

• Hedge & Bush Trimming • Tree Service/Pruning
• Mulch Bed Maintenance • Snow Plowing/Ice Control

• Lawn Repair/Weed Control

Residential & CommeRCial lawn CaRe

FRee estimates 
insuRed 860-294-2864

R
E
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SERVING: Residential, Commercial, Municipal

Free Estimates I Owner/Operator
Licensed & Insured

860-205-3266
Grinding & Land Management
DB Stump

VETERAN DISCOUNTS

C
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Brush Cutting, Forestry Mulching, 
Stump Removal

Free 
Estimates

&
Quality 

Work 

CT Certified Arborist #S-5645
Removals & Trimming

sheehantreeremoval.com • 860-267-0300 R
E

7-
2-

21

Fully
Licensed 

& 
Insured

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Fall Rates Available, Call Now!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LAWNS-N-STUFF

Marlborough, CT
Call 860-295-9692

Fully Insured R
E

3-
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GUTTer 
CLeANiNG

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

R
E

5-
15

-2
0

Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence

C
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

Dorsey Construction
Fall Cleanups

Gutter & Leader Cleaning
Call before winter!

Painting • Powerwashing
Waterproofing • Landscaping
Concrete Work • Roof Repair

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E
4-
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21

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E
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PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
3-

6-
20

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount

R
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TrEE rEmovaL

R
E1
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

Licensed arborist on Staff

Call 
today for 

YArd ExpANsIoNs

SEaSonEd 

FIrEWood!
We 

Climb

Bulk 
Materials

Lot

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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LAWN & GARDEN REFRESH!
Great products for fixing lawns and helping gardens:

Premium Screened Top Soil
for Lawns & Gardens

LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

plus Black Gold Leaf Compost
Dress your garden beds with your choice of 9 premium 

bulk mulches or 5 different decorative stones.
Pick it up or have it delivered – 7 days a week!

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

here comes leaf season again.
lawn Tecs sr llc.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Located in MarLborough, ct

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

scheduling fall cleanups now

r
e
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CIT10-28-21

Commercial and Residential
Landscaping & Property Maintenance

(860)262-2914

GARDNER TREE SERVICE- 
Trees and shrubs cut or removed, 
mulching,  p lant ing/weeding 
and general cleanup. Family 
business since 1979. Quality 
work, dependable service. Free 
estimates. 860-324-3666   

STUMP GRINDING, $30. and up. 
Brush removal, wood chipping, 
backhoe work, mulch, dump 
runs and more. Please call with 
your landscaping needs. Prompt 
service. 860-550-3495

MASTER GARDENER- UCONN/
CT State Certified. Professional 
Gardening Care, Diagnosing 
Problems,  Ski l led Pruning/
Trimming, Planting, Design, 
Mulching, Edging, Lawn Mowing. 
30 Years Experience. Contact 
Thomas @ 860-267-7515

TOTAL LAWN CARE - Mowing, 
cleanups, planting, thatching 
ae ra t i on ,  dump  runs  and 
handyman services. Vet and 
senior discount. Call 860-342-
2204, 860-638-8812
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

Home improvement

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E
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www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

Hardwood Floors
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

R
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 Portland, Ct

We OFFeR SHOp At HOme SeRvICe!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com

R
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

MANNY’S
fine wood floors, llc

Sanding, Installation
and Repair

Refinishing Unfinished 
& Refinished 

Hardwood Floors

Free estimates

CI
T3
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20(860) 377-9990
Lic. #085467 • Insured

Home improvement

STARKEY HOME REMODELING 
- Call today for a free estimate 
on a l l  your  In ter ior  and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, siding, 
ki tchens/baths, basements, 
flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, insulation, 
trim, etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597.

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All types of 
tile work, kitchens, baths. All work 
guaranteed. 16 years experience. 
Call 508-0893.

DANNY ZERIO TILE - Custom 
Installation & Repair.  Over 30 yrs. 
Experience.  Fully insured. Free 
Estimates. 860-543-1224

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: Crown 
Molding, Chair Rails, Window 
Seats, Bookcases, Entertainment 
Centers, Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking changed 
to Trex, Attic stairs, Kitchen and 
baths, Water damage and rot 
repair of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete repair 
of drywall and plaster. We also 
combat the entry of mice and 
more. Call Rene (860)643-0428

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall to 
plumbing, painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to Help,  
Old fashion service. Licensed and 
insured. Free estimates. Call Dan 
@ 860-917- 3154  

M I C H A U D  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT & HANDYMAN 
SERVICE: Deck,  windows, 
siding & odd jobs. No job too 
small. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

tree & landscaping

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

-Don’t forget to ask about
Liming & Fall Fertilizing-

Curbside
leaf

pickup!
lawns-n-stuff

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

RE10-8-21

Northern Tree Professionals, LLC
Tree Removal Services
Stump Grinding
Hedge & Shrub Trimming
Landscape Installations C

IT
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-2
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21

Fully Insured
Tyler Costa 860.262.8244

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs
R

E4
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Equipment Services for all 
your Excavation Projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds
Mason Sand • Pool Sand • Septic Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

R
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Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE
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services
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

Office 860.228.4544
Cell 860.328.9366

JBM Landscaping llc

R
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21Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured

www.jbmLawnCare.com

Drainage Solutions
Light Excavation & Grading

Paver Walkway & Patio
Installation

Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-26-21

860-819-4821

Now HiriNg!

E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com
CT LIC# 0648345

R
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21860-373-4766Fully 
InsuREd

nHC#
0016070

Over 20 Years experience

StairS
PatioS

SidewalkS
StamPed ConCrete

rePairS & rejuvenationFlat work

Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install

C
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Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
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0Walls – $159

18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed

R
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 

R
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1860-228-0556

860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119
& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED
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1Serving Central CT &

Middlesex County

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd., Portland

Heating - Air Conditioning - Ductless Heat Pumps

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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Chatham Property Services

R
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Now offeriNg

Lawnmower / Snowblower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASk for Ted
860-918-1731

CT LiC. #0608517

Pickup/delivery 
Available

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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Commercial & Residential 
Excavation,

Tree Removal, 
Driveway Repairs 

and more

860-912-8817
— MARLBOROUGH, CT —

One Call Does It All!
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Licensed and Insured

WE DO DUMP RUNS/ODD 
JOBS. Deck and pool removals. 
Wil l  remove junk from your 
basement, garage and attic. 
Trucks, Bobcat and dump truck 
available. 860-209-5146

GUTTERS CLEANED. Local, 
Rel iab le,  Responsib le and 
Prompt. Free estimates.  Best 
rates. Phone Thomas 860-267-
7515

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
REFINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and laying 
of all wood floors. Free Estimates. 
James Gorman 647-9261

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning,  Caps,  Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

DUMP RUNS, CLEAN-OUTS, 
brush. Reasonable, responsive, 
courteous, conscientious. Angie’s 
listed. Glastonbury Salvage LLC 
860-280-6318.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAULING: 
Same day appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-garages, 
even the junk in the backyard.  
Call Mark @ 860-295-9692 or 
cell 916-9577.

services

Home improvement
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Diane Gombieski

gombieski@snet.net
860-977-4857

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

Emily Cyr

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com
860-805-0451

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005
Angela Aresco

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141
Vikki Brothers

mintarealty@gmail.com
860-514-0744

Crystal McGrath

spalalarealtor@gmail.com
860-897-3588

Stephanie Palala

wendylangct@gmail.com
860-338-7776
Wendy Lang

jenpettine@gmail.com
860-573-3789

Jennifer Pettine

lisacullenbourcier@gmail.com 
860-908-7455

Lisa Cullen Bourcier

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

Vanessa Aquino

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

Kristie Benjamin

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Peter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey

Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Kara Pedersen

karapedersenct@gmail.com
860-575-5904

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com
203-667-7436

Lea Poresky

leaporesky@gmail.com 
860-368-9437

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Robin Tayles

robinrealtor888@gmail.com 
(860) 367-3795

Lauren Reis

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com
413-896-3126

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Kristy Paquette

krispaq@gmail.com 
860-837-3131

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796

41 West High St. 
East Hampton

860-539-5373 www.CarlGuild.com
carlguild@gmail.com

121 Broadway 
Colchester

131 New London 
Turnpike, #215 
Glastonbury

Brian Hamel

hamelrealestatect@gmail.com 
(860) 878-2667

Ela Heselton

elaheselton@gmail.com 
(860) 305-8852

Take 12 monThs no inTeresT on all purchases $499+ Subject to credit approval
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Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6; Fri & Sat 9-5; Sun 10-3

www.smarterAppliance.com
860-531-2363

199 old hartford road, Colchester, CT

Over 20 

Mattresses 

To Try!

PATRIOTS PARK
172 LAKE ST • COVENTRY, CT 06238

OPENING CEREMONY | 9:45AM - RACE START | 10:00AM

VISIT US ONLINE
CTVeteransDayRace.com

Sign-up in store or online at:
www.ctveteransdayrace.com

For sale
tag salesS I M P L I C I T Y  M O D E L  5 C 

CHIPPER, SHREDDER. New 
chopping blades. Runs very well, 
not abused. Have operator ’s 
manual and vacuum kit. Asking 
$375./OBO. Text Tom 860-328-
3330

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen, 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street). 633-4691.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE - Quick 
delivery. $240. for full cord, $450. 
for 2 cords. Call Ray 860-657-
8052, 860-952-4741

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. Cut, split, delivered $240. 
for 1 CORD or $460. for 2 CORDS
860-202-8950

FOR SALE: Office/business 
fu rn i tu re  inc lud ing  desks , 
credenza’s, exec chairs, tables, 
etc. Many matching sets. Call 
860-978-2534.

S E A S O N E D  F I R E W O O D 
- Cut split delivered. Prompt 
professional service $225. cord. 
860 208-5864 Dennis

. 
FIREWOOD: SEASONED/SPLIT 
hard wood full cord $240. Half 
cord $150. Deliver included to 
local area. All wood tumbled for 
clean delivery. Quick Delivery. Call 
860-633-5766.

FIREWOOD: Taking orders now. 
Split, seasoned. Delivered in 2 
cord or 1 cord. Cavanna Farms 
860-659-1856

COLLECTIBLE SPORTS CARDS 
FOR SALE. Call Lou at 860-
530-1035

TAG SALE - Saturday, October 
30, 2021, 8 am -1 pm. 60 Main 
Street East Hampton. New & used 
tools, baseball cards, collectibles 
(Nascar, Star Wars, Star Trek), 
home goods, toys, clothes, winter 
coats & much much more.

cleaning services
POWERWASHING
WINDOW
CLEANING
OUTSIDE ONLY SPECIAL

860-508-0447
Insured

squeegeemobile.com
Marc & Diane Barrieau
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
HOME HOUSE CLEANING. 
Excellent references. Cleaning 
done your way. Please call 860-
941-1794

WOOD FLOORS- Questioning 
whether your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have existing 
surface finish deep cleaned, 
revitalized. The best alternative 
to the mess, odor, time, expense 
of sanding. Vinyl kitchen floors 
stripped/refinished. References, 
insured. Since 1977. William 
Agostinelli, 860-704-8486.

RIGHT CHOICE CLEANING 
SERVICE IN GLASTONBURY. 
Residential/Commercial. Insured 
and bonded. Over 23 years of 
experience. Trustworthy, reliable, 
thorough with the same customers 
for over 17 years. Great price. 
Free estimates. 860-997-6749

I ’D  LOVE TO HELP YOU 
JUGGLE YOUR BUSY LIVES 
by taking one dreaded task of your 
list ..... Cleaning. I love, when my 
client walks in and says “ WOW “ 
That’s what I aim for every time. 
860.301.5625 

FOR A FLOOR TO CEILING 
CLEANING by someone who 
is efficient and reliable with 20+ 
years experience. Call or text 
860-581-3424.  

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

R
E

8-
28

-2
0

Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

services

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Happy Healthy Dog Grooming in CT
173 Great Hill Pond Road, Portland

– Affordable Dog Grooming For All Breeds –
$45-55-65 for small-medium-large dogs for a full groom

(nails, ear cleaning, brush/comb, bath/blow dry & cut)
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Call Debbie for an appt:
413-230-9711


