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Portland Residents Decry 
Middletown Energy Project
by Jack Lakowsky

Portland residents and officials are protesting 
a project that proposes installing new energy 
turbines at the NRG Energy Plant in Middle-
town, a facility that straddles the Connecticut 
River and is directly across from Portland. 

Portland locals have made their stances 
known at several meetings of the Portland 
Board of Selectmen, in a Middletown Common 
Council meeting, through social media posts 
and in interviews with the Rivereast. 

Also joining the crowd were professors and 
students from Wesleyan University.

Multiple labor unions have spoken in favor 
of the project. NRG has named the effort the 
“Middletown Repowering Project.”

It should be noted this story is not about the 
Kleen Energy Plant in Middletown, which is 
about a mile away from the River Road NRG 
facility.  

Along with residents, Middletown’s The Jo-
nah Center for Earth and Art, headed by Port-
land’s John Hall, has taken the lead in opposi-
tion to the new turbine project. 

Central to Jonah’s argument is that although 
the new turbines will on paper be more efficient 
than the plant’s current machines, the company 
proposes to increase its work capacity, thereby 
making the plant more pollutive. 

In a January interview with the Rivereast, 
Hall said local topography compounds air qual-
ity problems. Portland will due to wind patterns 
receive most of the increased output of particu-
lates and greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide. 
Because the town sits in a river valley, air pol-
lutants collect in this topographical “bowl.”

Hall and the Jonah Center are calling on the 
council, as well as Middletown Mayor Ben 
Florsheim, to rescind the city’s tax abatement 
(which the center said is synonymous with “in-
centive”) with the NRG plant, a holdover agree-
ment from the city’s previous council and may-
oral administration. 

Hall also said NRG should instead of increas-
ing its fossil fuel capacity work to store energy 
from renewable sources like wind and solar. 
NRG officials said they were open to this. 

At a Feb. 11 meeting of the Middletown Com-
mon Council, the city’s governing body, NRG 
officials did not deny the project, if approved, 
would lead to higher pollution in the region, 
saying the new turbines will have less output 
per megawatt hour but because they would be 
running the machines more, their overall output 
would increase. 

The plant’s current turbines, built in the 

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic a Success
by Sloan Brewster

A COVID-19 vaccination clinic was held at 
RHAM High School last week, drawing about 
200 people.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney said Mon-
day the town had done a good job registering 
elderly residents for the clinic, and 202 people 
had shown up to get their first dose of the vac-
cination.

Sharron Garrard, senior services director, 
said the clinic served residents of Hebron and 
Marlborough and initially was only open to 
folks 75 and older. The number of people reg-
istering for the vaccine had slowed just when 
Gov. Ned Lamont cleared the way for the next 
age group – folks 65 and older – so the town 
extended registration to those in that category, 
she said.

As soon as word that the vaccine was open to 
the younger crowd spread on the town’s website 
and the senior center’s Facebook page, appoint-
ments began to fill. 

“The day we opened it up we were complete-
ly full,” Garrard said. “We got flooded right 
away.”

A wait list of people who wanted a last min-
ute call in case anyone couldn’t come out the 
day of the clinic also filled and on vaccination 
day, a few people from the list were able to get 
the shot, Garrard said.

Chatham Health District, which covers the 

towns of Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, 
Marlborough, Portland and East Haddam, spon-
sored the event.

Russell Melmed, director of health at Cha-
tham, was complimentary of the clinic, accord-
ing to Tierney.  

“Russ said it was the smoothest run clinic to 
date thus far,” Tierney said.

Melmed, in a phone call Wednesday, said the 
flow of people was excellent, allowing more 
than 200 people to get their vaccination in four 
hours. 

Melmed said he was looking forward to 
running more clinics at RHAM, including for 
educators – who, Lamont announced Monday, 
would be eligible for their first doses in March.

 “I think it was very smooth, the space that 
the school provided us, the infrastructure, the 
setup,” Melmed said, adding that RHAM was 
“a great partner,” Melmed said. 

Melmed also lauded volunteers from the 
Medical Reserve Corps, who help run the clin-
ics for the health district, including distributing 
vaccines, working as emergency medical tech-
nicians, and sanitizing spaces between clients, 
calling them “the engine that make it go.”

Margaret Ludwig, a 96-year old Hebron resi-
dent who received a vaccination at the clinic, 
had even stronger accolades for the clinic.   

“It went perfect; it was so well-organized,” 

she said. “I guess I was through in 15 minutes, 
no waiting, no line.”

Ludwig said when she heard about the vac-
cine, she was initially hesitant about whether 
she should get it but decided that at her age, 
the best approach was to go for it and now that 
she’s had it, she said she’s relieved.

Ludwig said she had no side effects save 
feeling tired after being vaccinated and having 
a sore arm.

Melmed said the health district has received 
reports of side effects, including injection site 
pain, a sore arm for a couple days or a headache 
for a day. 

The district has also seen some mild flu-like 
symptoms, chills, body aches and low-grade fe-
ver, which, Melmed said, are more common af-
ter the second dose and typically go away after 
24 to 48 hours.

“When we tell people that this will happen, 
they are not concerned,” he said. “They know 
they’re not sick; your body is creating an im-
mune response.”

The district has not had reports of any more 
severe or adverse reactions, such as anaphylax-
is, he said.

Ludwig said this past year of COVID-19 has 
been “just awful.” She doesn’t drive so she has 
been unable to go anywhere and finds herself 
sitting at home the vast majority of the time.

Prior to the pandemic, she was active at the 
senior center, taking part in many different ac-
tivities and exercise classes, which she misses.

“Sometimes it’s very boring at home,” Lud-
wig said.

When the shutdowns were first put in place, 
she took to cleaning, even digging through clos-
ets to pass the time. She spends more time knit-
ting now, making such items as hats for people 
in need and prayer shawls for the Church of the 
Holy Family.

Garrard said since the senior center is closed 
due to COVID-19, staff members don’t see as 
many people as in the past, yet those they do 
see that have gotten the shot and those they 
have spoken with during outreach efforts, who 
already received it, like Ludwig, have said they 
are relieved.

Marsha and Chuck Eaton, of Hebron, who 
are both 76, also received the vaccine, though 
not at last week’s clinic.

Martha Eaton, in a phone call Tuesday, said 
they went to Rentschler Field for the vaccina-
tion and have gotten both doses.

They received their second dose Feb. 11
At RHAM, the Moderna vaccine was distrib-

uted, while at Rentschler Field, the Eatons re-
ceived the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

Eaton said “we were kind of holding our 

C

 Bordonaro’s Bids Farewell… After nearly 40 years, Bordonaro’s Pharmacy in Port-
land is closing its doors. Owner Joe Bordonaro is shown here in 2015, receiving his 
Businessperson of the Year Award from the town. He is flanked by First Selectwoman 
Susan Bransfield, left, and Development Planner Mary Dickerson, right. See related 
story on page 7.
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News copy deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday at noon. 
Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, P.O. 
Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Due to space constraints, letter writers must limit their letters to 
300 words or less. No exceptions will be made. E-mail is preferred. Word or text 
documents are best. Letters submitted without a contact phone number will not 
be published nor will anonymous letters or letters submitted by someone other 
than the person who wrote it. We cannot guarantee all letters will be published.

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

See Letters, page 4

 Spreading Kindness… Girl Scout Troop 63000 from Colchester celebrated Kindness 
Week by spreading kindness throughout the community. The troop made “thank you” 
posters along with boxes filled with snacks and delivered them all through town. De-
liveries were made to the police station and fire department, the library, Harrington 
Court and Apple Rehab, M&J Bus, Town Hall, Colchester Senior Center, Colchester 
Elementary School and Jack Jackter Intermediate School. 

Editor’s Desk continued on page 4

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
“I’ve had it!” my wife announced Saturday morning as I went to pour myself a cup 

of coffee. 
There are numerous statements in a relationship where you can just kind of respond 

with a noncommittal grunt and move on. Unfortunately, “I’ve had it!” isn’t one of 
them. 

“What’s wrong?” I said after a quick mental review of possible personal transgres-
sions and coming up empty (which is encouraging, but not necessarily an indication 
that you’re in the clear). 

“I’m tired of being shut in all the time. I’m tired of the snow. I’m tired of Covid. I’m 
tired of reading mystery novels. I’m tired of TV. I’m tired of February.” 

“Oh.” 
“I’m bored out of my mind.” 
“Would you like the daily crossword puzzle? I’ll let you have the crossword puzzle 

if you want.” 
“No. I don’t want the crossword puzzle.” 
“Maybe you could bake some cookies,” I suggested brightly (being, as usual, com-

pletely tone deaf). 
“Cookies? Really? Cookies?” 
“What’s wrong with cookies?” 
@($(%(_** cookies. I can’t believe you think I should bake cookies.” 
“Hey, elves bake cookies. They seem quite happy, always marching around, break-

ing into song and being industrious. Just sayin’… ” 
“@($%_** elves.” 
“Geez, what were you, raised by paratroopers?” 
“I’m having a bad day.” 
“I know.” 
“I feel like I’m stuck in a leper colony.” 
Since there are only two of us in the house these days, I guess that makes me the 

leper or, at best, half the colony. 
“As head leper, I’d like to say I’m sorry,” I ventured. 
“What makes you head leper?” 
“If you want to be head leper, it’s okay with me. I just…” 
“It’s not your fault.” 
“I know. Here, have a potato chip. You’ll feel better…What’s so funny?” 
“You’re an idiot. Who eats potato chips for breakfast?” 
“I’m just one happy little @($%_** leper. How about we go for a ride down to the 

shore and freeze to death on the beach?” 
“I’ll get my coat. Thank you.” 
“No worries. Hey, maybe we could stop at a bakery.” 
“How about  a liquor store?” 

Jim Hallas, Publisher

Gov. Ned Lamont made headlines Monday 
when he, rather unexpectedly, announced he’s 
switching things up when it comes to deter-
mining who’s next in line for the COVID-19 
vaccine.

Lamont is giving special treatment to 
teachers and others who work in schools – but 
that’s about it. For the rest of us, it’ll be an 
age-based schedule: starting March 1, vac-
cines expand to people age 55-64; March 22, 
to ages 45-54; April 12, to ages 35-44; and 
May 3, to ages 16-34.

According to the CT Mirror, the announce-
ment came just as the state was supposed to 
open up the next round of vaccines to not just 
school workers but also grocery store em-
ployees, transportation workers, and folks 16 
and older with underlying health conditions 
like heart disease and diabetes.

Lamont’s office said shifting to an age-
based timeline that’s been in place since the 
vaccines first came out provides “clarity and 
predictability.” This may very well be true – 
but it also bucks CDC guidance. Moreover, it 
leaves an awful lot of people – from cancer 
patients to grocery store workers – suddenly 
weeks or even months away from being eligi-
ble, when they thought they were just around 
the corner.

“It’s heartbreaking; absolutely heartbreak-
ing,” Jason Lavaina of Torrington told CT 
News Junkie following Lamont’s announce-
ment. Lavaina is a grocery store worker but 
also has Type 1 diabetes, and said the simple 
act of going to work is “a scary thing.”

I have friends and family who suffer from 
the types of medical conditions that, prior to 
Monday, meant they were in line to get the 
vaccine in a relatively short period of time. 
They’re extremely frustrated, and I complete-
ly understand their anger. This has been such 
a terrible pandemic, and has lasted far longer, 
and been far deadlier, than I think anyone first 
imagined. This was a light at the end of the 
tunnel – a light that was growing ever closer 
and now all of a sudden has been pushed back 
to, in some cases, May.

At the same time, I can see Lamont’s rea-
soning. Trying to prove who has what medical 
condition – and if said condition was serious 
enough to warrant prioritization – could be 
a logistical nightmare. As Lamont’s spokes-
man, Max Reiss, told the Mirror, “We’re 

trying to get as many people vaccinated as 
quickly and equitably as possible, and we feel 
this approach does that. … We feel that do-
ing it this way, it’s very clear for everyone to 
understand, and it also provides predictability, 
so people have an idea of when they’re getting 
vaccinated.”   

I mean, the fact of the matter is Connecti-
cut’s approach has worked so far. We’ve 
been among the best-performing states in the 
country when it comes to getting the vaccines 
rolled out and into people’s arms. And there’s 
no denying other states have run into prob-
lems when it comes to prioritizing vaccina-
tions. Some states, as Lamont said Monday, 
“tried to finely slice the salami and it got very 
complicated to administer.”

Sticking to an age-based schedule definite-
ly makes it simpler to administer; I just really, 
really hope it’s the right way to administer it, 
too.

* * *
Rush Limbaugh died last week. I certainly 

was not a fan, at all, but I’ve been told it’s not 
polite to speak ill of the dead. So instead, I 
figured I’d just share some of the thoughts he 
bestowed upon us over the decades. Here is 
Rush Limbaugh, in his own words:

“The NFL all too often looks like a game 
between the Bloods and the Crips without any 
weapons.”

“Have you ever noticed how all composite 
pictures of wanted criminals resemble Jesse 
Jackson?”

“I think it’s time to get rid of this whole 
National Basketball Association. Call it the 
TBA, the Thug Basketball Association, and 
stop calling them teams. Call ‘em gangs.” 

“Feminism was established so as to allow 
unattractive women access to the mainstream 
of society.”

“When a gay person turns his back on you, 
it is anything but an insult; it’s an invitation.”

“The NAACP should have riot rehearsal. 
They should get a liquor store and practice 
robberies.”

”Women should not be allowed on juries 
where the accused is a stud.”

“Women still live longer than men because 
their lives are easier.”

Regarding people on government assis-
tance: “If people cannot even feed and clothe 

Chicken Dinner Thanks
To the Editor:

A big thank you goes out to those that pur-
chased a chicken dinner Saturday, Feb. 13, at 
the VFW Post 5095 in East Hampton.

Your support is so welcomed and appreciated 
at this time. We have not been able to have our 
normal fundraisers this past year and this one 
will help the VFW Post 5095 continue to help 
our veterans and families.

Special thanks to the Gustine family for their 
donation in Nelson’s name, and Mr. Richard 
Smith of Glastonbury, for his donation towards 
15 dinners that were distributed to 15 deserving 
people.

There were numerous donations made as 
people picked up and paid for their dinners. We 
cannot thank you all enough.

Now, without the help of a few special people 
this would not have happened: Commander 
Roger Anderson and his wife Patience; Auxil-
iary President Kelly Ezold; Harry and Barbara 
Simmons; Billy Banning; Lou Carillo.

My personal gratitude for your help behind 
the scenes in the kitchen, taking tickets and de-
livering meals.

Thank you!!!! 
Sincerely,

Tammy Scherp
Auxiliary Member to Post 5095

East Hampton

Food Drive Thanks
To the Editor:

About two months ago, Boy Scouts from 
Troops 72, 109 and 13 participated in a town 
food drive to benefit the Colchester Food Bank. 
For me, a former scoutmaster of Troop 72, it 
was heart-warming to see volunteers from all 
three troops work together to this end. What 
made the endeavor more meaningful was all of 
the food was deposited in the senior center be-
cause the town hall was being used for voting. 
Then it had to be transferred to the town hall. 
I, for one, would like to thank all of the vol-
unteers: scouts and leaders. Volunteers from the 
Colchester Rifle Squad also participated. It is 
reassuring that we have so many good-hearted 
people in our small town of Colchester. 

If anyone is interested in donating food they 
may drop the food off at the town hall. It has 
been estimated the collection of food was in the 
tons.

David Pear – Colchester

Put America Last 
To the Editor:

Joe Biden has decided to allow 11 million 
undocumented illegals into our country through 
the southern border. Caravans of people that we 
know nothing about. He has stripped I.C.E. and 
law enforcement of their authority. They could 
be “super spreaders” of COVID-19, murderers, 
rapists, but his administration is in favor of this.

Millions of real American citizens are out of 
work, small businesses are barely hanging on or 
permanently closed, and Joe couldn’t care less. 
He is allowing the far left to run him like the 
puppet he is.

Biden has supported defunding the police, 
which will lead to more Antifa and BLM ri-
ots and looting in major urban cities. Joe has 
shut down the Keystone Pipeline, eliminating 
11,000 high-paying jobs in Wisconsin. Silver 
Spoon John Kerry – our new Green New Deal 
spokesman – says glibly they can get jobs mak-
ing solar panels, while he flies in his private jet 
emitting tons of pollutants into the atmosphere.

The schools are teaching young students that 
racism is the root of American existence. 

Gas prices have spiked 35 cents per gallon, as 
Biden is the anti-energy president. 

He told us he would “shut down” the corona 
virus (liar). Now it’s July before we have suf-
ficient vaccines and Christmas before we can 
maybe take our masks off, 

Biden told us he’d open schools in his first 
100 days (liar). Now it’s once a week. Children 
are being tortured by lack of learning social 
skills stuck behind a computer for hours and 
days.

Don Denley – Andover

Anti-Racism, Cont.
To the Editor:

As with any lasting change, we can all slowly 
and gently practice becoming who we want to 
be. Racism can feel like a big and unsolvable 
problem, but we don’t have to make a grand 
gesture to start. It is just as important to make 
many consistent changes over time and allow 
that work to rub off on someone else in your 
circle. This is not a one-time contribution or 
easy fix. We must give ourselves permission to 
stumble humbly. Being anti-racist requires con-
tinuous active work. Having good intentions or 
not having ill intentions is not enough, though 
it is a starting point. Couple that good intention 
with curiosity for an even better starting point.

Here are some ways we can all take real ac-
tion in our everyday lives to dismantle systemic 
racism:

-Don’t avoid the word or topic of racism. 
Making it taboo gives it more power.

-Acknowledge a problem before working to 
make improvements. If we don’t acknowledge 
the sink is leaky, it’ll never get fixed.

-Don’t say color doesn’t matter or that you 
don’t see color, because it does matter for peo-
ple of color. That is a statement meant to be 
helpful that is actually harmful to others.

-Change your social media feed by seeking 
out friends, businesses, and groups that advo-
cate for social justice. Follow and interact with 
those pages and your social media feed will be-
come more diverse.

-Make the effort to curtail a knee-jerk reac-
tion of defensiveness. Replace it with listening 
to understand.

-Shop from minority-owned and minority-
run businesses. Start here https://www.shop-
blackct.com/

-Seek out the opinions of people who aren’t 
already in your circle.

-Believe people if they tell you you’ve hurt 
them; resist the urge to clarify your intentions.

More on this topic next week. Thoughts? 
pamcyrlong@gmail.com

Pamela Cyr-Long – Marlborough

Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

$530440 $$530530440440320320320

DUMPSTER RENTALS

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$320 + CT sales tax

1.5 tons/3,000 lbs allotted
$95/ton over 1.5 tons

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$440 + CT sales tax

2.5 tons/5,000 lbs allotted
$95/ton over 2.5 tons

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$530 
+ CT sales tax

3.5 tons/7,000 lbs tons allotted
$95/ton over 3.5 tons

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE

860-642-7351 • STERLINGSUPERIOR.COM

Limited Time Pricing*

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE

*Must mention Norwich Times when ordering. Expires April 1, 2021. Free 7 Day Rental. $5 per day after 7 days.
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Throw Out 2020...
Start 2021 with a Dumpster Rental!
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*Must mention Rivereast News Bulletin when ordering. Expires April 1, 2021. Free 7 Day Rental. $5 per day after 7 days.
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East Hampton

Store Hours: Mon-Wed 8-6; Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

East Hampton

Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now In Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery
Call Today!

Be Better
To the Editor:

I am new to the area, having lived in Colches-
ter for just over two years now. The Rivereast 
News Bulletin has allowed me to connect with 
the community at large, informing me of up-
coming events, and even helped me find my 
church. For all these things, I am grateful for 
the good that this bulletin is capable of but I 
am struck by the letters that are submitted, pub-
lished, and read by thousands of households.

There is so much unabashed hate and name-
calling.

In our most recent publication on Feb. 19, 
“crazy progressives” screams one headline and 
the letter is filled with hate and anger. In another 
letter, a separate person is referred to as “per-
petually petulant.” 

What strikes me as a reader is that for many 
of the letters that discuss political issues, a wor-
rying trend appears in the folds of our Bulletin. 
We do not discuss the merits of people’s be-
liefs. We do not talk about the complex local 
problems or concerns that our communities are 
grappling with.

Instead, what is published is a diatribe of 
name-calling, insults, and, honestly, nothing of 
substance. Nowhere in many of these letters are 
there discussions of any issues. While there are 
people that write letters refuting what a previ-
ous person wrote, these are made up of new in-
sults instead of factual reality.

Letters of this kind should never be pub-
lished. They lack substance, they sow division, 
and they create discord. I expect better from this 
Bulletin and with the current unrest in the na-
tion, we need to start doing better. That starts 
with each one of us at a local level. I am calling 
for the editor to stop these types of letters and 
to curate letters that focus on discussions, facts, 
and good intentions. 

Jon Turban – Colchester

Shared Aspirations
To the Editor,

My son and I are very close and regard each 
other as our best friend. We talk about every-
thing, almost every night. We are aligned in 
many aspects, but we also have our differences 
which serve to energize our conversations.

He’s much less politically-oriented than I. He 
regards our supposed divisions of Republican-
Democrat, conservative-progressive, etc. as 
counter-productive and unnecessary distrac-
tions. His stance is that when we get beyond 
these self-imposed differences, we can/will find 
that we all share many more interests in com-
mon, than those things that are dividing us.

Who among us doesn’t want to see prosperity 
and happiness for themselves, friends, and all 
their families? Who doesn’t want to see those 
same blessings enjoyed by those who are less 
fortunate than us? Who doesn’t care about the 
environment and want to reduce/eliminate pol-
lution so we can all have clean air and water? 
Who doesn’t crave and desire the freedom to 
make important decisions for themselves to 
bring all of these things into being?

I think we all share these same aspirations. 
The stumbling point of departure derives from 
our differing points of view regarding how to 
best bring these things into actuality. I doubt the 
likelihood of us all coming together in agree-
ment of what the most effective means of doing 
so are. But we should never forget nor neglect 
that, regardless, we still share the same goals.

I’ve never seen our nation as divided as it now 
appears to be. But we can’t let our differences 
over one man or our chosen party continue to 
tear us apart. Both are temporal distractions 
soon to pass. The important things to cherish 
and cling to are our shared aspirations and ne-
cessity of retaining our birthright of freedom 
that enables their attainment.

Sam Prentice – Andover

Thanks for Civility
To the Editor:

Rhetoric is the art of persuasive argument. It 
needs neither bombast nor hyperbole, only facts. 
Personal attacks should always be shunned. The 
principle of parsimony states that the argument 
that needs the fewest assumptions is the most 
likely to be true; the more assumptions, the 
more likely that the argument is untrue. 

So is it with Trump’s Big Lie that the election 
was stolen. The belief that poll workers, elec-
tion supervisors, state officials, and the courts 
colluded to deny his claims requires a suspen-
sion of belief. Yet the Big Lie persists, leading 
up to the assault on democracy on Jan. 6. 

Hopefully our letter writers can omit all ad-
jectives, adverbs and ad hominem attacks and 
stick to true facts in their comments. More light, 
less heat, please.

Ed Gyllenhammer – Portland

You are Republicans
To the Editor:

Interesting that a few local Republicans ex-
pressed concern for the violence that their party 
has encouraged and supported as part of the 
Republican platform. Over the last five or more 
years the Republican Party has supported vio-
lence, hatred and racism as a basis of their po-
litical agenda. (Refer to Trump tweets, speech-
es, MAGA rallies and continual support by the 
leadership of the party.) If you have supported 
the party, give and get money or vote for Re-
publicans at the state, local or federal level, you 
are part of the support of violence. This is part 
of the present party agenda. Look at the support 
that the party leadership and right wing media 
has continued after the attack on the capital.

Simple observation shows what the party 
stands for:

They are against: health care, Social Security, 
clean air, clean water, open elections, science 
and education. And against government offi-
cials following the laws and rules of their of-
fice. They are against individuals serving in the 
military, labeling them losers and disrespecting 
their service.

They have supported: pollution, destruction 
of the environment and national parks, higher 
deficit spending (in tax breaks for the rich, but 
not for middle class relief), voter suppression, 

support of dictators like Putin, Saudi Arabia, 
etc.

Republicans’ leadership supports racism and 
continual suppressive policies that affect the 
middle class and poor in general and hit minori-
ties even harder. While increasing push policies 
that favor rich millionaires donors and corrup-
tion at all levels of government.

The party supported conspiracy theories, lies 
and disinformation which encouraged the at-
tack on the capital. The violence and the attack 
on our government was and still is supported 
by the Republican Party, their leadership, media 
and donations. A few expressing concern does 
not change what the party stands for.

Dean Maurice – East Hampton

Take a Deep Breath . . .
To the Editor:

There is a difference between climate, weath-
er, and the overall heating of the planet: climate 
change. There are varying climates around the 
globe with their associated weather patterns. 
Example: New England is a temperate climate 
with four seasons and weather patterns that are 
familiar to us. The North and South Poles are 
quite different, and so is the Gobi Desert. Be-
cause the overall temperature of the planet is 
rising consecutively each year, these “normal” 
weather patterns have gone askew, resulting 
in longer and more severe droughts in some 

places, while others are experiencing stronger, 
more frequent storms and floods. It is obvious 
to anyone whose head is above ground that ice 
caps and glaciers are melting. Has the earth 
gone through episodes of heat and ice over the 
eons? Yes. But not within a mere 100 years 
– correlating with the start of the industrial 
revolution. Currently we humans, through our 
many endeavors, are pumping 37 billion tons 
of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere every 
year, including CO2. Along with the gases are 
cancer and asthma-causing industrial pollutants 
toxic to all life on earth.

True, life as we know it could not exist with-
out CO2, just like human beings could not exist 
without food. However, there is a limit to what 
we can eat before the food makes us ill or even-
tually kills us – especially if we’re consuming 
junk food, then the sustenance itself is a pol-
lutant. The same holds true for the glut of CO2 
mixed with toxic chemicals – an element essen-
tial to life becomes junk food: a dangerous pol-
lutant. Meanwhile, forests that are essential for 
storing and recycling CO2 are being destroyed 
at an alarming rate.

No matter what political ideology you cling 
to, or religion you may practice, you need to 
draw breath in order to survive. True?

Thank you,
Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

See Letters, page 4
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
themselves, should they be allowed to vote? 
Should they be voting?”

On women who protest against sexual ha-
rassment: “They’re out there protesting what 
they actually wish would happen to them 
sometimes.”

On transgender people: “These people have 
a very serious problem, and they need treat-
ment. They need help, not encouragement.”

And, lastly, on the federal free lunch pro-

gram for schoolchildren: “If you feed them, 
if you feed the children, three square meals a 
day during the school year, how can you ex-
pect them to feed themselves in the summer? 
Wanton little waifs and serfs dependent on the 
state. Pure and simple.”

* * *
See you next week.

Hold It Accountable
To the Editor:

The last few weeks readers have become ac-
quainted with the latest member of the Rivereast 
anti-fact alliance and his noticeably sophomoric 
“Hate Meter.” This familiar clique of Repub-
licans troll the dark corners of the internet to 
mingle QAnon conspiracies and racism with 
antigovernment extremism. The outcome is an 
alternate reality that somehow manages to ex-
cuse the bludgeoning of a police officer, while 
inciting an insurrection against their own gov-
ernment.

This same group labeled Obama a Muslim; 
they are also the same people who consider 
Trump a Christian. These are the same people 
who think kids should wear bulletproof back-
packs to school with armed guards and active 
shooter drills, because they believe that’s the 
price of freedom. This is the type of intellect 
that peddles climate denialism and refers to 
wearing a mask as government tyranny – de-
spite the fact the U.S. Department of Defense 
defines climate change as the nation’s greatest 
threat and every leading epidemiologist in the 
world recommends mask-wearing. These are 
the very same people who traffic in absurd fears 
of socialism – despite the fact the U.S. stipu-
lates dozens of socialist benefits and democratic 
socialist nations are, in fact, free market econo-
mies that trade globally.

America has always tolerated a wide range 
of uninformed viewpoints and we should con-
tinue to allow fringe thought to be expressed. 
However, there is a big difference between free 
speech and speech that promotes racial intoler-
ance, conspiracy and insurrection designed to 
weaken our society. We should not let it write 
textbooks, influence legislation, dominate the 
front pages, give testimony, or pollute conven-
tional discourse. Public scrutiny should bear 
witness to this type of extremism and hold it 
accountable.

Joe Stevens – Hebron

Blight Article
To the Editor:

The article about the blighted property that 
was recently addressed had not only informa-
tion but some of what was stated was not true. 

It was states there were trees, furniture, toys; 
there were also motor vehicles that belonged to 
family members, not the property owner, and a 
large camp trailer that is still there, sinking into 
the ground. This blight was in plain sight for 
many years. During the four years town officials 
were “working” on the problem the blight was 
increasing, not getting better. Any intelligent 
person that read that article could see there were 
serious problems at that property; 21 people, 
two large dumpsters plus additional dump trail-
ers and heavy equipment for two days should 
tell everyone this was not normal blight. 

Communities that understand quality of 
life, pride and respect for others do not allow 
blight or potential blight to exist. I served on the 
Board of Assessment Appeals for many years; 
property owners would come before us asking 
to reduce their assessments due to blight in their 
neighborhood. I attempted to get a blight ordi-
nance in place many years ago, with no success. 

I am not sure why the statement about a 
neighbor that made brutal, abusive complaints 
to Town Hall staff was included in the article; 
that never happened. 

There are many things I could add to this let-
ter but I won’t, out of respect for the property 
owner.

David Anderson – Colchester

Sign the Petition
To the Editor:

The Middle Haddam Historic District was es-
tablished in 1977 to preserve and protect the in-
tegrity of the village, by preventing commercial 
intrusion and ensuring that its historic character 
was not compromised. In 1984 parts of the dis-
trict were listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places for their historic and architectural 
significance, representing the “golden era” of 
shipbuilding and seafaring in the United States 
(1730s – 1880s). The area is remarkably well-
preserved with few commercial ventures, and 
limited modern infill development. As a result, 
the narrative told by the cultural landscape is 
strong and clear, keeping history alive for future 
generations.

Now, an aggressive developer is proposing 
a zone change from residential to commercial 
at the easternmost boundary of the district, at 
one of the main arteries into the historic area 
(the former Hebron-Middle Haddam Turnpike), 
now Long Hill Road. Once the parcel is zoned 
commercial its use cannot be controlled, and 
this precedent-setting action will likely result 
in adjacent lots becoming commercial, thereby 
further threatening the district’s integrity.

Please join us in opposing this change of 
zoning from R-2 to C in Middle Haddam by 
visiting the “Save the Middle Haddam Historic 
District 2021” Facebook page and signing the 
online petition prior to March 3rd, when East 
Hampton’s Planning & Zoning Commission 
will consider the matter. A paper version of the 
petition is available at the Middle Haddam Post 
Office.

Your support is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,

Margaret McCutcheon Faber
Middle Haddam

Why I Voted ‘No’
Dear East Hampton Taxpayers:

On Monday, Feb. 22, I voted ‘no’ against the 
2021-22 BOE budget. The increase is approxi-
mately 3%, which equates to about $1,000,000. 
Most of the increase is for contractual agree-
ments and not necessarily for new spending.

As a contact negotiation committee member, 
my intent is to slow or eliminate the increases of 
such contracts where possible.

I do not feel it’s in our town’s best interest to 
increase the budget during a pandemic with the 
uncertainties of the economy. Tax collection so 
far has been successful, but that doesn’t mean 
families aren’t feeling the financial burden.

One of the reasons why I voted no is that the 
fund balance is expected to be 11.5% at the 
close of fiscal year 2021. This is not necessarily 
bad, but I would prefer to see this number at 
13% or higher.

The other reason why I voted ‘no’ is because 
I do not agree with the repurposing of the old 
BOE building to house the IT department and 
Transitional Learning Program. The expense is 
minimal per year, but it can open the door for 
future BOE members to repurpose the building 
even further, adding other expenses.

My kids had a great overall experience as 
students in the East Hampton public school 
system. I treasure all of the school volunteering 
experiences I had over 12 years. If I had to do 
it all over again, I would send my kids through 
the same school system without question, albeit 
with a more fiscally conservative mindset.

Jim Radavich
East Hampton Board of Education member 

Hate Meter
To the Editor:

“Lying idiocy, clowns, cretins, dumbest life 
forms.” These are the comments Sam Prentice 
called other writers to the Bulletin. He missed 
“..mark of a thousand fleas.” That’s about all 
that was in his long letter. His targets, Smith 
and Stevens, have previously responded in kind.

Prentice wins the Hate Meter this week, or 
should it be loses. He gets a very high 8.

Ed Smith trying to be tops on the Meter did 
make an attempt but only gets 2. He makes as-
sumptions and innuendo about things he knows 
nothing about. The Hate Meter did get under his 
skin last week. He took issue with his comrade 
Stevens getting a higher mark on the Meter than 
himself. He spouts that his language is intimi-
dating, a euphemism for hateful language.

Smith also tries to show how smart he is by 
referencing Plato’s Cave allegory.

Well he has me there. I thought Plato was the 
guy who invented the compound used by chil-
dren in arts and crafts.

William Oliver – Hebron

Marlborough Apartments
To the Editor:

“According to the Rivereast article published 
on Feb. 19, 2021, Marlborough Town Planner 
Peter Hughes announced that he received an 
application for a three-building complex, con-
sisting of approximately 90 apartments.” The 
complex, proposed by Bill Jonbalaj, would be 
constructed on South Main Street towards the 
very center of town.

The town should ensure that the land parcel 
can support the number of units to include wa-
ter and sewer services. A prudent review pro-
cess will also consider impact to open spaces 
and additional traffic congestion. Depending 
upon the type of units proposed, Marlborough 
residents should also account for the impact to 
the local and regional school systems and the 
potential for tax increases.

How much annual property tax revenue will 
the property generate? Multiply the number of 
anticipated new students by the amount needed 

Repugnant Statement
To the Editor:

In what should be the final chapter in Ando-
ver’s town employee sexual harassment scan-
dal, the Rivereast reported that a settlement had 
been agreed upon between Jay Linddy’s alleged 
victim and the town in the amount of $200,000.

The lawsuit alleged Jay in his role as a town 
employee created such a hostile working envi-
ronment, that the plaintiff suffered emotional 
and physical harm (exacerbation of serious 
medical conditions from the stress).

In commenting to the Rivereast on the settle-
ment, the town’s first selectman, Jeff Maguire 
retraumatized and further abused the victim 
with his words.

Referencing the amount of the settlement 
he stated, “For the record, it’s an exorbitant 
amount.” Wow. First Selectman Maguire, you 
sure showed your true colors as a proud mem-
ber of the “good ol’ boys” club, didn’t you? 
How dare you opine on what a victim’s trauma 
is “worth” in dollars? How dare you purport to 
say this “for the record”? Your words undid any 
closure and healing afforded to Jay’s victim by 
the settling of this lawsuit.

For the record, First Selectman Jeff Maguire, 
you should, if you can possibly wrap your head 
around how vile and inappropriate your state-
ment was, issue a public apology to Jay’s victim 
and every citizen of the town of Andover.

As a registered Democrat I am calling on the 
Democratic Town Committee to publicly cen-
sure Mr. Maguire for his harmful words. I am 
embarrassed to be aligned with the same politi-
cal party as Mr. Maguire.

There is no amount of money that will erase 
the damage done to the victim in this matter. To 
read that our town’s first selectman would deem 
any amount agreed upon to compensate the vic-
tim as “exorbitant” is repugnant.

Bernadette Kasacek – Andover

Apartment Proposal
To the Editor:

As a follow-up to last week’s letter regard-
ing the 93-apartment proposal near the town 
center in Marlborough, I would like to say that 
all questions/comments one may have may be 
directed to the Marlborough Zoning Board via 
letter, email, text, phone call (860-295-6200) or 
Zoom meeting, to be held Thursday, March 4, 
at 7 p.m.

Some questions to be asked: 1) Will there be 
an extra expense to town (taxpayer) for extra 
school expenses, police services, etc.? 2) Will 
our fire equipment be able to handle the height 
and size of the building? 3) Does the cost of 
extra services (education, police, fire, etc.) out-
weigh the tax benefit of the 93-apartment com-
plex? 4) Will water usage and sewer usage be 
affected? 5) How will traffic patterns/conges-
tion in the center of town be addressed? 6) How 
will surrounding property values be affected? 7) 
How will the development affect the rural char-
acter of the town?

Al Corbeil, 
a concerned Marlborough citizen

The F-Word
To the Editor:

Fascism. Trump’s government didn’t an-
nounce they have become fascists; they an-
nounced anti-fascists are enemies of the state.

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

★ Story cont. from page 3
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We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that we could deliver 
superior home-selling services for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% or even 3% traditionally charged. 

Since then we have sold 138 homes all across Connecticut at a 1% listing fee - and there are no 
gimmicks or hidden fees!

If you would like to sell your home, receive superior service, and 
save thousands of dollars, call Kevin Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, 
at 860-882-9598. You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn 

more about our “1% Full-Service Listings”! 

If So, Please Consider Our 
“1% Full-Service Listings”

Selling Your Home?

Rockoff Realty LLC, 29 Lake Road, Amston, CT 06231

6 Tall Wood, East Hampton

Ju
st 

Sold 

Feb
ruary

 20
21

!

Superior Results at a Fraction of the Commission!

Sold for $380,000 - Our clients 
saved $7,600!*

*Savings based on Rockoff Realty having charged a 1% listing fee vs. 3% otherwise  charged by another Realtor. The Buyer 
Broker fee, if any, is separate and determined by the Seller.
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175 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT 

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$45/month 

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$118/month

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$81/month
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Other sizes available.
Security gate. Easy access.

Call 860-267-1234

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Parts & Service

Colchester is Now Open!
451 OLD HARTFORD ROAD – JUST OFF RT 2

860-603-2368

CO2
To the Editor:

First, I greatly appreciate the editor finally 
doing something about the vicious personal 
attacks among some of the writers. One of 
the main things I did not like about President 
Trump was his personal attacks in Twitter on 
his opponents. I guess our letter writers wanted 
to emulate him.

To me, a “conspiracy theory” is just a view-
point that one does not agree with, whether that 
viewpoint is based on proven facts or just hear-

High on Taxes
To the Editor:

In the latest budget proposed by Governor 
Lamont, which was described as “lean,” I strug-
gled to find any hint at limiting spending. In fact, 
in next year’s budget (beginning July 1, 2021), 
spending will increase by 2%, and 3.5% in the 
next fiscal year. This new budget relies on an al-
most $1 billion federal bailout to hide the poor 
fiscal management by our state government. The 
governor’s budget also includes a vague proposal 
to impose a new tax on tractor-trailer trucks based 
on mileage. Tractor-trailer tolls didn’t work last 
year, and it’s in dispute if it’s even legal. How 

The Ballad of Flyin’ Ted
To the Editor:

(To The Beverly Hillbillies theme “The Bal-
lad of Jed Clampett,” with apologies to the late, 
great Earl Scruggs and Lester Flatt)

Come and listen to a story ‘bout a man named 
Ted

Poor country lawyer, barely kept his family 
fed

Said he loved Texas, but the weather changed 
his tune

So he hopped on a plane, and he flew to Can-
cun

Mexico that is…
South of that border wall, y’all

Well the next thing you know, old Ted is in 
a fix

Seemed like the whole dang grid was on the 
fritz

Freezin’ folks were angry and optics were so 
bad

Weren’t nobody buyin’ that he’s “just a good 
dad”

Or senator…
Or human being in general

Well we wish we that we could say goodbye 
to Ted and all his sins

But we got a sinkin’ feellin’ he’ll be poppin’ 
up again

Global Warming Debate
To the Editor:

Good news! My Rivereast “neighbor” has ad-
mitted that a man-made global warming debate 
exists. His belief is not the only one? Will he 
agree with the following facts? CO2 as a gas, 
solid or liquid have many industrial and medi-
cal uses. CO2 is an essential gas, not a pollut-
ant, required for vegetation growth and replen-
ishment of oxygen. (Photosynthesis) CO2 is a 
weak greenhouse gas but water is the primary 
greenhouse gas in earth’s atmosphere. CO2 
comes from many sources: volcanos, geysers, 
carbonated rock, animals/people with lungs, 
groundwater, sea water, decaying organic ma-
terials, fermentation, wildfires, organic com-
pounds and oxidation processes. The sources of 
CO2 need to be quantified. 

CO2 concentration in the atmosphere chang-
es with the season; lower during the growing 
season. The science of cloud formation is un-
known and must be defined if used in prediction 
models. Nuclear power generation does not cre-
ate CO2. CO2 concentration in air has increased 
about 100 ppm since the late 15th century and a 
correlation, if any, with earth temperature needs 
to be determined. Black surfaces (pavement, 
roofing) raise earth surface temperature too. 
Fossil fuels will never be eliminated because 
of energy density and cost. Fossil fuel pipelines 
don’t generate CO2. 

Politicians must not be involved. There is a 
difference between “is” and “ought.” Climate 
change “ought” is opinion. Scientists can deter-
mine climate change “is.” I know about defining 
“is” as I spent 40 years at a company develop-
ing and producing clean, electrical energy elec-
trochemically. Let’s stop the hype that climate 
change cause hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, 
and snow and ice storms in Texas. 

Finally, it is arrogant to think that humans can 
control the earth’s temperature. Can humans 
make the earth spin too? God is still in control.

Respectfully,
Victor Congdon – Portland

to account for them in the school budget. Sub-
tract annual education costs from the proposed 
property’s annual tax base and you understand 
whether this is a fiscal plus or minus to the town 
budget.

Will the developer require tax credits of any 
sort from the town and if so for how long? Will 
the town need to hire new teachers or build 
new classrooms? Will the town need to hire 
additional police in order to keep the proposed 
property safe?

The proposed property will presumably stand 
for decades and cannot be “undone” by a vote. 
Because of this, careful review of the various 
impacts that this could and would have on Marl-
borough residents is of the utmost importance.

Forrest Kocher – Marlborough

say.
I need to be more careful on how I select my 

words as some people feel that by pointing out 
that a poor choice of a word, even though the 
content is clear, makes them feel more superior 
intellectually. I hoped that worked for them.

I stick by my comment that CO2 is not a pol-
lutant. It is a gas made up of three elements, one 
carbon and two oxygen. Let’s take the opposite 
viewpoint – CO2 is a pollutant; therefore, we 
must eliminate it. How will plants grow and 
thrive? Think about that!

Where is the “overwhelming evidence for 
CO2 being a primary driver of climate change”? 
If you mean the “97% of scientist agree that…” 
then refer to my video regarding that. Having 
been a math teacher, I know how easy it is to 
use statistics to come to any conclusion one 
wants.

CO2 levels are a bit low if one goes back 
further than a few hundred years. Looking at a 
minuscule part of millions of years of history is 
similar to saying the earth is flat. One needs to 
be a bit more open to history. See my website 
[garygile.com] for some articles and videos on 
climate.

I have provided references to some of where 
I gathered my information which is more than 
people who just spew their opinion without 
much substance.

Gary Gile – Andover

He’s got a heapin’ hankerin’ for the presi-
dency

So expect another crazy QAnon conspiracy

Theory that is…
Jewish space lasers cause blackouts!
Antifa Yetis plot to invade Lone Star State!
I didn’t wanna go, Hillary kidnapped me!

Y’all keep them tinfoil hats on now, Ya hear?
Christopher Congdon – Colchester

will the mileage of these trucks be tracked with-
out electronic gantries? The Democrats are pro-
posing a statewide property tax on residential 
and commercial properties valued at more than 
$430,000 and they are also proposing to legalize 
marijuana in the state mainly so they can tax it. 

The main source of our financial woes is the 
unfunded pension system for our state employ-
ees – a broken pension system. Politicians have 
kicked that can down the road for decades to the 
tune of more than $130 billion, and no elected 
official has the courage to address it. Added taxa-
tion is not the answer. I propose that we audit ev-
ery state level department, program and initiative 
for performance. If an initiative did not achieve 
the intended result, why should we keep funding 
it? With the Democratic majority rule in Hart-
ford, “review,” “audit,” “performance” or “cut” 
don’t appear to be words in their vocabulary. 

I often wonder why, with our business climate 
so hostile, would any business want to come to 
Connecticut. Where will our graduates find jobs 
without a growing economy? With rising taxes 
and costs, how will our senior citizens afford to 
stay here? 

Steve Weir – Hebron
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Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!

0314cm
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

Local Leaders Discuss Town’s Equity Issues
by Jack Lakowsky

Affordable housing, improved sidewalk con-
nectivity, closed-captioned town meetings and 
promoting equity in Portland schools are some 
of the ways to improve equity for local mar-
ginalized groups, town officials told the town’s 
Task Force on Solidarity. 

Multiple officials in Portland, including First 
Selectwoman Susan Bransfield, Superinten-
dent of Schools Charles Britton and Director 
of Youth/Senior Services Mary Pont on Mon-
day answered questions from members of the 
town’s Task Force on Solidarity. 

Portland Police Sgt. Scott Cunningham and 
Portland Schools Director of Curriculum, In-
struction and Technology Eric Martin also at-
tended the forum. 

Task force members and Portland residents 
based their questions on an equity survey re-
cently released to the town. 

Solidarity Task Force Chairwoman April 
Graves said the task force received 170 respons-
es to the survey, which among other things 
asked takers to identify if racism and discrimi-
nation is an issue in town, if they know what 
resources are available from the town, or if stu-
dents have faced prejudice in Portland schools. 

Town officials were given questions in ad-
vance in order to prepare responses to the com-
plex questions surrounding the advancement of 
racial equity. 

According to task force members, many sur-
veyed said they’ve faced discrimination and 
prejudice in Portland schools. 

Task force member Glenn Eason asked the 
two school district leaders if they were surprised 
at the prejudice present in the school communi-
ty and went on to ask how all students and staff 
will be guaranteed equitable treatment. 

Task force member Jon Twichell also asked 
about schools, citing survey responses that said 
when claims of racism or prejudice are brought 
to staff, these claims are “brushed off” or ig-
nored. Twichell also said families have left the 
district or Portland altogether to find better en-
vironments. 

“This was painful and eye-opening data to 
look at,” Martin said. “We don’t take discrimi-
nation with anything less than the utmost seri-
ousness.”

Martin said, although the survey responses 
pained officials, they also, sadly, were not sur-
prising. Martin said Portland at this moment 
is a portrait of “Anytown, USA”, saying racial 
equity disparities are finally surfacing in towns 
across the nation. 

Martin recently spearheaded the formation of 
the Portland Public Schools Equity Coalition as 
the first of many concrete actions to deal with 
race disparities. The group’s first task, Martin 
explained, will be to audit the school district 
and when issues are found, steps will be devel-
oped to remedy them. 

“We’re going to strive to improve all the 
time,” said Martin. 

Martin also assured the task force that anti-
racist curriculum is present in schools now, 
and will continue to grow. He added that toler-
ance is a low-bar, and that instead, the schools 
teach respect of diversity, rather than benign 
acknowledgment. 

“It’s important to make sure students of color 
see themselves portrayed in what we show and 
what we read, to have representation in hall-
ways and diverse representation of role mod-
els,” Martin said. “When learners feel a sense 
of belonging and representation, achievement 
goes up.”

Martin added schools will also prepare stu-
dents to overcome the systemic barriers margin-
alized groups face throughout their lives. 

Britton said he was highly disheartened by 
the idea that an experience within town schools 
prompted families to move. 

To these families, Britton said; “I want to 
know what happened. If a family is considering 
leaving because anyone I supervise mistreated 
you, I need to know that right away.”

Britton said claims of discrimination will 
be robustly investigated. Britton said Portland 
school district staff are the finest he’s worked 
with and would be “shocked” if they “turned a 
blind eye” to racism or were themselves racist 
or prejudiced. 

“If that happened, I think it would be more 
of a communication breakdown that overt rac-
ism,” said Britton. “That being said, [we] are 
not defensive and believe people’s feelings are 
reality.”

Britton urged parents and the community to 
“not give up on us”, and that the district will 
continue to strive to foster a more equitable 
school environment.  

Britton also said local schools will be more 
assertive in hiring a diverse teaching staff. 

Following the answers of the school officials, 
Graves said the key to pursuing equity is just 
what they were doing; having up front, honest 
conversations to work towards a shared goal. 

To Cunningham, Graves described local inci-
dents of police being called on people of color, 

particularly Black and Brown men, for no dis-
cernible reason-other than their race. 

Graves said a Black resident of Portland had 
cops called on him as he walked his dogs in his 
own neighborhood. 

In another incident, a Black man and decades-
long resident of town was with his children 
using one of the school’s playgrounds when 
someone reported their activity to the police. 

In a third, a Black insurance agent was fol-
lowing up on an appointment at a local client’s 
house. The customer wasn’t home, but to be 
sure, the agent knocked on the front and back 
doors. A neighbor of the absent homeowner 
called police on the agent. 

Graves said in all cases, the task force, and 
the victims of the calls, feel cops would not 
have been called if the men were white. 

Twichell asked if cops are called on a person 
of color for no clear reason other than the per-
son’s race, can the caller at least be spoken to 
about implicit or, if applicable, explicit racism 
and bias. 

This is not without precedent. In San Fran-
cisco, city lawmakers introduced the Caution 
Against Racially Exploitative Non-Emergency 
(CAREN) Act to prevent racially-motivated 
calls, like the highly publicized incident of a 
white woman calling police on a bird-watching 
Black man in Central Park after the man asked 
her to leash her dog. 

Although Cunningham fell short of saying 
police would address complainants’ potential 
biased motivations, he did explain that Portland 
officers are told to “not use race as a means to 
interact with someone.” 

Cunningham added that calls to PPD must be 
detailed and reasons for the call beyond base 
suspicion must be articulated. He also said local 
cops have undergone state-mandated anti-racist 
training. 

Eason asked about the lack of female beat of-
ficers among Portland police, and asked what is 
done when someone asks for a female officer. 
For example, a woman being detained by po-
lice would likely prefer to be searched or patted 
down by another woman, if such a procedure 
is needed. 

In this instance, Cunningham said, a female 
officer can be made readily available from a 
nearby department. As to the lack of women 
(excepting the department’s records official), 
Cunningham said women have made progress 
in the town’s recruiting process in the past, but 
that they either didn’t follow through with the 
process or were hired in another town.

Cunningham said young, new hires, not just 
women, expect more from their workplaces, 
adding that improving the department’s benefit 
package would likely draw more women to the 
force. 

Barry Rodgers, task force member, said as a 
21-year Black resident of town, he is proud of 
the work local cops do. 

“Whenever I encounter one of you in the gro-

cery store, it’s first names and ‘Hi, how’re you 
doing?’,” said Rodgers. 

Rodgers said when his son was a toddler, 
someone went up to the child and said he should 
fear police because they will kill him. Rodgers 
said his son was relieved of this fear after at-
tending a Middletown police outreach event.

“We need more of those [outreach] conversa-
tions,” said Rodgers. 

To Bransfield, Graves asked how the town 
will assess the needs of Portland’s underserved. 

Bransfield said the task force is very help-
ful, and that work like the survey helps leaders 
know what the town’s needs are. 

“The survey tool was eye-opening,” said 
Bransfield. 

Bransfield mentioned a recent sidewalk con-
nectivity grant as one recent success in the pur-
suit of a more equitable town a sidewalk con-
nectivity grant which will be used to make for 
a seamless walking route from local schools to 
the areas of Riverside Street, Air Line Avenue, 
and Chatham Court, where more than 100 chil-
dren live. 

Bransfield herself, Portland selectmen, and 
school officials have engaged in anti-bias train-
ing, the selectwoman said. She said town em-
ployees and elected officials can be asked with-
out any ordinance changes to undergo further 
anti-racism training. 

Bransfield also said in the future, town job 
openings will be posted to a wider array of job 
boards to ensure the process is as inclusive as 
possible. 

Graves asked Bransfield how the needs of 
communities of color are represented in meet-
ings of the selectmen and other town bodies, 
and also asked if the select board in particular 
would bring to their meetings a sign-language 
interpreter. 

Without sign language speakers, local mem-
bers of the deaf community feel alienated from 
town proceedings, Graves said. 

Bransfield said introducing closed captioning 
would be a more likely option, as sign language 
has many different dialects. Bransfield said she 
would like to speak with a deaf or hearing-im-
paired person to assist in this effort. 

As to racial inclusivity in town meetings, 
Bransfield suggested extending invitations to 
traditionally marginalized groups. 

“This is a time to listen,” said Bransfield. “We 
will be better for having [these groups] there.” 

Bransfield last year introduced as an ongo-
ing selectmen agenda item racial equity, diver-
sity, and inclusion. Graves since that time has 
at each meeting reported to the board. Graves 
suggested changing this to have rotating speak-
ers who can offer a more diverse array of per-
spectives. 

Bransfield also mentioned as an idea conduct-
ing inclusive workshops on running for political 
office and promoting those similar to what’s of-
fered by the Yale University Campaign School. 
Yale classes focus on increasing the number of 
women elected to political office. 

Scholarship Offered
by Garden Clubs

Applications are now available for a $500 
scholarship being offered by The Garden Clubs 
of Portland.

 The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-
ating high school senior who is a resident of 
Portland and has been accepted at an accredited 
college or post-secondary school, and plans to 
pursue a major in one of the following fields: 
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation, 
environmental studies, floriculture, forestry, hor-
ticulture, land management, landscape design, 
plant pathology, or an allied subject. Applicants 
must have a grade point average of at least 3.0.

 The scholarship is funded from the proceeds 
of community activities of The Portland Garden 
Club and The Portland River Valley Garden Club. 
The review committee will consider the appli-
cant’s academic record, ability to articulate ca-
reer goals, and their recommendations. Financial 
need could be part of the decision.

 Applications for the scholarship are avail-
able at the guidance office at the Portland High 
School, 95 High St., or at the Portland Library, 20 
Freestone Ave. The completed applications must 
be submitted on or before Thursday, April 1. 

For more information, call 860-685-0593.

Police News
2/20: Leo Rodrigue, 37, of 1503 Portland 

Cobalt Rd., was arrested and charged with vio-
lation of protective order, Portland Police said. 
He was arrested again on 2/21, police said, and 
charged with violation of protective order and 
violation of conditions.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com
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Cheryl Zalewski with eXp Realty is PROUD to announce that Debbie Walden, 
Nicolette Petros and Ron Jedziniak have joined eXp Realty!  These three experienced agents are ready to help you 
buy or sell your home! They are dedicated to providing homebuyers and sellers with professional, responsive and 

attentive care when handling your real estate needs. They each have over 25 years of experience!

WELCOME!

License#RES.0743857

Debbie Walden
(860) 559-5176

Nicolette Petros
(860) 250-1555

Ron Jedziniak
(860) 638-7129

Cheryl Zalewski
(860) 930-9506

Serving all your real estate needs in central CT! Call us today!

Brokerage address
1266 E. Main St., Suite 700R, Stamford, CT  06092
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After Almost 40 Years, Bordonaro’s Pharmacy Closes its Doors
by Jack Lakowsky

His customers.
Those are the folks Joe Bordonaro kept em-

phasizing during a recent interview with the 
Rivereast, after he announced he’d be closing 
Bordonaro’s Pharmacy, which he’s operated in 
town since 1982.

“I’m going to miss my patients and miss all 
the people I worked with,” Bordonaro said. 

Although Bordonaro loves his work, his cus-
tomers and his staff, he decided the time has 
come to move into a new phase of life. His first 
grandchild is on the way to the world, and this 
milestone compelled Bordonaro to spend more 
time with family. 

“You see it all the time in the store,” he said. 
“When someone gets sick, they regret not 
spending more time with family.”

The business’ assets and prescriptions were 
sold to Walgreens. Bordonaro was comfortable 
doing business with the large company, as it has 
had a location in Portland for some time and is 
familiar to the community. 

As for Bordonaro’s Main Street location, 
Bordonaro will retain ownership of the space 
and said he will look to fill it at a later date. 

Bordanoro’s last day of business was 
Wednesday.  

Along with expressing deep gratitude to his 

customers, Bordonaro also expressed apologies 
to longtime clients who may be jarred by the 
sudden news. 

“I wish there had been more time to say 
goodbye,” he said. 

Bordonaro said Portland is an excellent place 
to run a business. 

“The town and its people are so supportive of 
town institutions and businesses,” he said. “It’s 
a great place.” 

Although he said running a business in Con-
necticut is tough, Bordonaro said, for all entre-
preneurs, “there’s no question the opportunity 
is still there.”

“Find a niche,” Bordonaro said. “Be different 
and be special.”

Bordonaro shared a way he found to be dif-
ferent: upon realizing the area is home to a high 
percentage of seniors, Bordonaro introduced, 
long before the COVID-19 pandemic, free pre-
scription delivery for older customers.

“[That service] was never abused,” Bordona-
ro said. “I thought about what my grandparents 
would want.”

The advent of chain pharmacies, and their 
interweaving with insurance companies, has 
made running an independent store more and 
more difficult. 

“Pharmacists are almost insurance agents 
now, and that’s tough,” said Bordonaro. “It 
wasn’t like that when I started.”

Bordonaro was named Portland’s 2015 Busi-
nessperson of the Year, and also won the 2013 
Community Pharmacy Preceptor of the Year 
Award by the University of Saint Joseph in 
Hartford. 

Bordonaro’s Pharmacy was also known to 
state Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32), who in an 
email to the Rivereast wished Bordonaro well 
and said his dedication to Portland will be 
missed by many. 

Jim Hallas, owner and publisher of the 
Rivereast News Bulletin and a resident of Port-
land, said Bordonaro was always a friendly, 
helpful neighbor.

“Joe and his people knew their customers 
personally and cared about them,” Hallas said. 
“They are definitely going to be very much 
missed.”

Mary Dickerson, development planner for 
Portland, said Bordonaro’s has long been an in-
stitution in town. 

In a phone call with the Rivereast, Dickerson 
pondered future uses of the space. 

Zoned B-3, the space is versatile, Dickerson 
said, and could house anything from health care 
offices to financial firms. However, in an effort 
to make a more vibrant downtown, she said she 
would prefer to see a restaurant or retailer use 
the space. 

“It’s great to have offices,” said Dickerson. 
“But people there come and go at a set time. 
Downtown should be a place of visible com-
merce, with a lot of foot traffic. [Offices] don’t 
lend themselves to what we think of as a town 
center.”

Bordonaro thanked his wife, his kids, and 
especially thanked his loyal customers, people 
he said he will miss dearly, and to whom he is 
forever grateful. 

Trinity Episcopal Church
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., is 

not currently holding inside Sunday services or 
Church School at this time. Weather permitting, 
drive-in church parking lot services are being 
held at 9 a.m. Sundays. 

The church is also continuing its 10:30 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday services indefinitely. Additional 
information on church services or Bible study 
opportunities is at trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Any group meeting at the 
church must follow current COVID-19 proto-
cols, including wearing masks and socially dis-
tancing.

For more information on church activities or 
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

Blood Drive
There will be an American Red Cross Blood 

Drive Thursday, March 11, from 8:30 a.m.-6 
p.m., at St. Mary Church, 51 Freestone Ave.

To make an appointment, download the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.
org, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 
or enable the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa 
Echo device.

First Congregational 
Church News 

First Congregational Church of Portland is 
a member of the United Church of Christ de-
nomination, and is an Open and Affirming con-
gregation. It is located at 554 Main St.

Weekly worship services are recorded in the 
church sanctuary and available on the church’s 
YouTube channel (First Church of Portland, 
CT). Virtual church school is offered weekly by 
Ann Labby, Director of Christian Education.

Anyone wishing to be added to the mail-
ing lists (both electronic and postal service) 
of this congregation should email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net, or leave a message at 860-
342-3244. For more information, look for the 
church on Facebook at The First Congregation-
al Church of Portland, or visit www.firstchurch-
portlandct.org.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Valley View School in Portland has an-
nounced its kindergarten registration process 
for the 2021-22 school year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 5 
on or before Jan. 1, 2022, should contact Val-
ley View at pgross@portlandct.us to indicate 
if they will be registering the child for kinder-
garten. Provide your child’s full name, phone 
number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will then be provided.

 Baby Shower for Life… The Church of Saint Mary Freestone Council 7 Knights of 
Columbus recently held its annual “Baby Shower” to collect items for the Portland 
Food Bank and Birthright of Greater Meriden, an organization that supports women 
with unplanned pregnancies. 

Project Grad Fundraiser
Inner Circle Family Martial Arts of Portland 

owner Michael Pelton will donate 50% of the 
proceeds of virtual fitness classes to Portland 
High School Project Graduation.

Classes accommodate cardio, body weight 
exercises, stretching and more. Classes run ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday, 6-7 p.m., through 
April 1. As an added bonus, participants will 
have access to one free in-person class during 
weekdays.

Cost is $40 per month. Inner Circle can be 
reached at 860-342-2381.

Project Graduation is an all-night drug- and 
alcohol-free party held for PHS seniors the 
night of their graduation.

Portland Exchange 
Offering Scholarship

Again this year the Portland Exchange Club 
will offer the $1,000 John W. Goodrich Schol-
arship to any Portland resident senior going on 
to a higher education institution after gradua-
tion.

The club is looking for the student with the 
most outstanding record of community service 
and good academic achievement, as well as par-
ticipation in extracurricular activities.

Applications are at the Portland High School 
counseling center and online at www.Portlan-
dExchange.org/John W. Goodrich Scholarship. 
Deadline for applications is April 17.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The Rev. John Antonelle 
is pastor, Dana Garry is deacon and Jeanne 
Samolik is director of music. The church of-
fice can be reached at 860-342-2328. For more 
information, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org.

Weekend Masses: 5 p.m. Saturday and 
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Wearing of 
masks is required. Social distancing and all 
COVID-19 regulations are followed.

Online Mass: Each weekend, the 10:30 
a.m. Sunday Mass is livestreamed. Visit the 
the parish website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. 

Faith Formation Program: Classes are 
held virtually at this time. For more informa-
tion, call Faith Formation Director Susan Fer-
raiolo at 860-342-2308.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of 

every month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.
Mass in Honor of Blessed Mother: First 

Saturday of every month at 9 a.m.
Baptisms: First and third Sunday of every 

month at 1:30 p.m. Call the parish office to 
make arrangements.

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday 
at 4-4:45 p.m. If this time is not convenient, 
contact Antonelle.

Blessings of Marriages: During Masses 
on the first weekend of every month.

St. Mary Ladies Guild: Meetings held ev-
ery third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 
with the exception of winter months. For 
more information, contact President Marilyn 
McGrath at 860-342-1137.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing 
Catholic men are invited to contact Mark 
Creighton at 860-308-0603 to join.

Community Outreach: Food may be 
brought to the church office for the Portland 
Food Bank.
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www.ManningHomeBuilders.com
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Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-342-
6757. For more information, call 860-342-6757 
or email nfoley@portlandct.org or adionne@
portlandct.org.

Youth Programs: Do-It-At-Home Doodle-
kits with Abrakadoodle: There are new Doo-
dleKits – one for ages 3-5, and one for ages 
6-12. Each kit comes with all the necessary 
supplies and instructions needed for five win-
ter-themed crafts. Participants have the option 
of doing their crafts with Abrakadoolde over 
Zoom on Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m., but this is 
not required. Fee: $55 for one DoodleKit (five 
crafts) or $100 for two DoodleKits (10 crafts). 

Abrakadoodle: Kids on Canvas: Wednes-
days, March 10-31, via Zoom. Ages 3-5 are 
10:30-11:15 a.m., and ages 6-12 are 4:15-5 p.m. 
Kids will learn about painting on canvas paper, 
canvas board and stretched canvas using acryl-
ics. Fee is $50, paintbrushes included. 

Virtual Paint Night: Thursday, March 18, 
7-9 p.m., via Zoom. Learn about and paint in 
the style of Romero Britto, a Brazilian artist fa-
mous for his bright colors and bold patterns. Fee 

is $22. Each participant will receive a canvas 
board and paints for the evening. Paintbrushes 
can be purchased for an add-on fee of $5; if you 
have your own brushes, this is not required.

Adult Programs: Tai Chi for Long Life: 
Via Zoom Wednesdays through March 31 
(started Feb. 10), 9:30-10:15 a.m., or Saturdays 
through April 3 (started Feb. 13). Fee: $40 for 
either session. Contact Parks and Rec. if inter-
ested in drop-in registration.

Boat America – Online Boating Safety 
Course: Wednesdays, March 16, 17 and 23, 
6:30-9 p.m., via Zoom. For Connecticut, the 
course enables the student to apply for the 
Connecticut Certificate of Personal Watercraft 
Operation (CPWO). This certificate allows the 
holder to operate a boat up to 65’, to operate a 
personal watercraft, and will include the Safe 
Water Skiing Endorsement. Fee: $60; addition-
al participant fee: $55. 

Personal Euphoria – Spring Session: Starts 
the week of April 5. Check the Parks and Rec. 
website for more information about Full Body 
Refresh, Barre, Pilates, High Interval Training, 
Tighten & Tone, and Core Strength.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has 

made the following announcements. Registra-
tion required unless noted. For more informa-
tion and full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770. 

Curbside Only: Due to COVID-19 con-
cerns, Portland Library is closed until further 
notice. Curbside delivery is available; hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 
a.m.-4:45 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Reserve items through the online catalog or call 
860-342-6770. The outdoor book return is open 
24/7, is emptied frequently, and the library con-
tinues to waive fines. If you need to print, scan 
and/or fax, call the library. 

Hours and services are subject to change; 
call the library or access the webpage for cur-
rent hours. The library is also on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Youth Programs: Preschool Science: Tues-
days at 10 a.m. March 2, 16, 30, via Zoom, for 
ages 3-5. Explore color, chemical reactions and 
more. Registration is required for each week 
and space is limited. Supplies can be picked up 
in advance; a Zoom link will be provided within 
24 hours of the event.

NatureCrafting: Thursdays through March 
25, 3:30 p.m., via Zoom. For grades K-5. Ex-
plore the worlds of herbs, spices, seeds, nuts 
and other natural elements with crafts and other 
activities. Registration is required and space is 
limited. Supplies can be picked up in advance; 
a Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours 
of the event.

Cooking with Food Explorers: Granola 
Bars: Friday, March 12, 3:30 p.m., for kids 
in grades K-5. March is National Nutrition 
Month; learn all about the five food groups with 
a registered dietitian. Parental supervision is 
recommended. Registration is required for this 
program and space is limited. Supplies can be 
picked up in advance; a Zoom link will be pro-

vided within 24 hours of the event.
Family Craft Night: Button Rainbow Can-

vas: Wednesday, March 10, 7 p.m., via Zoom. 
This St. Patrick’s Day-themed craft has steps 
appropriate for all ages, though adult supervi-
sion is required. Registration is required and 
space is limited. Supplies can be picked up in 
advance; a Zoom link will be provided within 
24 hours of the event.

Teen Event: Stress Relief Kits: Monday, 
March 15, 3:30 p.m. Make stress balls and 
Guatemalan worry dolls. Registration required; 
space is limited. Supplies can be picked up in 
advance; a Zoom link will be provided within 
24 hours of the event.

Adult Programs: Beyond the Amistad: 
Black History at the Connecticut Histori-
cal Society: Thursday, March 4, at 7 p.m., via 
Zoom. A Connecticut Historical Society docent 
will talk about the photographic depictions of 
many unrecognized accomplishments of Black 
citizens of Connecticut. This event was funded 
by a donation from Inner Circle Family Martial 
Arts LLC and Be Stronger Personal Training 
LLC, raised during a 2020 community 5K race 
they sponsored.

Powerful Voices: Connecticut Women 
Changing Democracy: Tuesday, March 16, at 
6:30 p.m., via Zoom. In this interactive multi-
media program by the Connecticut Women’s 
Hall of Fame, learn about some of the state’s 
powerful female voices for change in democ-
racy. Discussed will be suffrage advocates such 
as Alice Paul and Isabella Beecher Hooker; 
prominent female firsts like Ella Grasso and 
Denise Nappier; and such social activists as 
Helen Keller, Anne Stanback and Estelle Gris-
wold. March is Women’s History month.

Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, 
March 16, 1 p.m., via Zoom. Stranger Diaries 
by Elly Griffiths will be discussed.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is currently closed to the public until further no-
tice. Staff is still working, however. For more 
information call 860-342-6760 or email Mary 
Pont at mpont@portlandct.org or Carol Revicki 
at crevicki@portlandct.org. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 
8-11 a.m. 

AARP Income Tax Assistance: Due to CO-
VID-19 restrictions, tax assistance this year is 
on a very limited basis. The senior center is 
currently taking a waiting list only. If you are 
on the list you will be called during March to 
schedule your appointment.

COVID-19 Vaccinations: For Portland resi-
dents age 65 and up, there are several ways to 
register for the vaccine. To start the process, go 
to dphsubmissions.ct.gov/OnlineVaccine; call 
Connecticut’s Vaccine Appointment Assist Line 
at 877-918-2224, seven days a week, from 8 
a.m.-8 p.m.; or call Info Line 211. Due to high 
volume, hold times may vary. You may also go 
to the AARP website, at www.aarp.org/CTvac-
cine.

Senior Citizens’ Poetry Contest: The Al-
trusa International of Central CT, Inc., is hold-
ing the 28th annual Gerard F. Melito Senior 
Citizens’ Poetry Contest. All seniors age 65 
and up can participate. All poems received are 
published in a booklet, distributed to each par-
ticipant and local libraries. Call the center for 
full details.

Coupons for Troops: Even though the se-
nior center isn’t open to the public just yet, the 
center is looking for folks to keep this program 
going from home during the pandemic. The 
program revolves around cutting manufactur-
er’s coupons, which will then be donated to our 
overseas and domestic military families. The 
military will accept coupons up to six months 
past their expiration date. If interested in help-
ing, contact the center. Anyone who has cou-
pons not being used may drop them off at the 
senior center; call the center to make arrange-
ments.

T’ai Chi and Qigong: Thursdays, 10-10:30 

a.m., via Zoom. A new session will run March 
4-April 22. Cost is $40 per eight-week session, 
payable to Portland Senior Center. Call the se-
nior center if interested.

AARP Smart Driver Virtual Course: This 
is a pilot program; therefore, there is no date 
set yet. Instead, the senior center is putting the 
word out to see if there is enough interest. Fee 
will be $20 for AARP members and $25 for 
non-members. Contact the senior center if in-
terested.

Live Well Free Workshop – “Active Living 
Everyday Toolkit”: The in-home version of 
the Live Well with Chronic Conditions work-
shop is now available to seniors in the comfort 
of their home, without having to use technology 
beyond the telephone. The toolkit can be sent 
directly to participants at no cost and includes a 
Living a Healthy Life Book, instruction booklet 
and exercise and relaxation CDs. Weekly phone 
calls from a trained Live Well leader enhances 
the experience and can help to alleviate social 
isolation. Participants will learn about physical 
activity, exercise, healthy eating, dealing with 
difficult emotions, decision-making and com-
munications skills, working with healthcare 
providers, action planning. The program be-
gins Monday, March 8, at 12:30 p.m., and runs 
for six weeks. Call the center to register. This 
is sponsored by Chatham Health District and 
DORS – Dept. of Rehab. Services and Senior 
Resources Agency on Aging.

AARP Free Virtual Lecture on the Hima-
layan Snow Leopard: Monday, March 8, noon. 
Dr. Richard Benfield will lead a virtual journey 
into the Himalayas and mountains of Central 
Asia in search of this mysterious creature. The 
live Lecture will be followed by questions and 
answers. To register, visit ctaarp@aarp.org.

Virtual U Lecture: Northern Lights, 
Blackouts, and Unruly Radios: Sunspots and 
Modern Life: Wednesday, March 10, 1 p.m., 
with Kristine Larsen, Ph.D., editor of Reflector 
Magazine and professor of astronomy for the 
geological sciences department at Central Con-
necticut State University. Program offered by 
AARP CT. Register at ctaarp@aarp.org.

Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger: 
While lessons at the center are currently on 
hold, seniors may take online lessons with 
Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natu-
ral Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email 
bivenne@yahoo.com.

Medical Rides: The center is offering seniors 
and disabled rides to the doctor on a limited ba-
sis. Fee is $5 per person. Two weeks’ notice is 
requested. Masks are required.

Foot Care at the Center: The fourth Tues-
day of each month, in the Nurses’ Room on the 
lower level of the center. Upon entering and 
leaving the building hand sanitizer must be used 
and a mask must be worn. Fee is $35 cash or 
check. Appointments run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
call the center to schedule one.

Resident Named Rotary Student of the Month

 Portland High School senior Justin Coe was named the Middletown Rotary Club 
Student of the Month for November. He’s pictured with PHS Principal Kathryn 
Lawson.

Portland High School senior Justin Coe was 
named the Middletown Rotary Club Student of 
the Month for November. 

As an Eagle Scout Award recipient, Coe has 
shown a commitment to community service. He 
is also active with athletics and clubs at Portland 
High School, including being the captain of the 
cross country team, running outdoor track and 

field, playing in the jazz band and pit band, and 
participating in the Math League. 

Coe’s course selections and academic success 
have earned him a place in the National Honor 
Society as vice president and membership in 
the Tri-M Honor Society. His future plans in-
clude attending college in the fall to study bio-
engineering and biomedical engineering.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church is offering several op-

portunities for worship during the Lenten sea-
son. 

On Wednesdays during Lent, Allen Hill, Zi-
on’s music director, will lead Compline, or eve-
ning, services. They are livestreamed to Zion’s 
Facebook page at 7 p.m. each Wednesday and 
then will be posted onto the YouTube page the 
following day for easy access at any time. 

Because of the changing nature of CO-
VID-19, vaccinations and more, the Worship 
and Music committee is still making plans for 
Holy Week and Easter. Details will be avail-
able as soon as possible, through an article in 
the Rivereast and online at zionlutheranport-
land.org. Call the church at 860-342-2860 to be 

added to the weekly email blast. 
Zion continues to offer online worship ser-

vices that are available for viewing Sundays af-
ter 9 a.m. on YouTube. Search “Zion Lutheran 
Church Portland CT.” Pastor Sara Stall-Ryan, 
Music Director Allen Hill and church members 
have worked together on the services. 

Bulletins for each service are available on the 
church website. 

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. The community is welcome to partici-
pate in all worship services and special events. 

For more information, or if you are in need 
of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, email 
zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit zionlutheran-
portland.org.
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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FIVE STAR
AGENTS

2010 – 2020

RE/max Right Choice

Number One Sales Team 
in Hebron 2007, 2010, 

2014 and 2018.

(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

“Pour In The Performance”   
Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314

Expires 3/31/21 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

RE

$5.00 OFF
Full Service Oil Change
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► Complete Oil Change Service
 No Appointment Ever Necessary! 

► State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!
 Call to Schedule or Drive Up! 

Old Man Winter Will Seem a Whole Lot Colder 
If You’re Stuck on the Side of the Road!

Stop by and let our technicians perform preventive maintenance
 to keep your car running — especially in cold temps!

•	YES!	We	Offer	Tire	Rotation	Service!
•	YES!	We	Do	Headlight	Lens	Restoration
	 –	See	More	Clearly	at	Night!
•	YES!	We	Do	Battery	Testing!

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center remains closed 

but has announced the following. For questions 
on any program or service, call 860-228-1700 
and leave a message.

Senior Transportation: Transportation is 
coordinated for seniors 60 and over and adult 
disabled individuals via two handicapped-ac-
cessible vans for medical care, personal needs 
care, grocery shopping, or other pre-approved 
needs. Dial-a-Ride service operates Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. COVID-19 guidelines will be fol-
lowed, and all passengers must wear a mask 
during transportation and will be asked screen-
ing questions prior to their ride. There is trans-
portation to the UConn Health Center in Farm-
ington, Hartford Hospital, Windham Hospital, 
and surrounding towns. Fares are charged. For 
a full list of locations and the fee schedule, con-
tact the senior center. Appointments must be 
scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in advance, 
but 48 hours is recommended. New riders need 
to schedule their first appointment a minimum 
of 48 hours in advance, and all rides are first-
come, first-served. To schedule an appointment, 
call the senior center.

 COVID-19 Vaccine Information: The pub-
lic directory of vaccine clinics is at www.211ct.
org/vaccineclinics. All clinics require an ap-
pointment to be made in advance. When view-
ing the directory of vaccine clinics, click on 
‘More Details’ for specific information about 
how you can schedule an appointment at each 
location. Those eligible to receive the vaccine 
who are unable to self-schedule an appoint-
ment due to lack of internet access or access to 

technology, a disability or a language barrier 
can call the COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments 
Assistance Line at 877-918-2224 from 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday to schedule 
an appointment. 

Seniors may also call Hebron’s COVID-19 
hotline at 860-228-5977, where they’ll be con-
nected to the senior center. The center will be 
able to access the above mentioned public di-
rectory of vaccine clinics and provide you with 
the information regarding how you can sched-
ule your COVID-19 vaccination appointment 
by either computer or phone.

Newsletter: Available at HebronCT.com; 
select “senior center” from the “town depart-
ments” menu. You can also sign up to have the 
newsletter emailed to you automatically each 
month; click the link on the senior center page 
and add your email address.

 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information, visit theworshipcenterct.org and 
click on the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860-
228-4442.

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., indoors. Ser-
vices are also broadcast on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut 
and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby64wph 
to access. 

Bible Study: Second Wednesday Overcom-
ers Bible Study will be held at 7 p.m. virtually 
until further notice. Call the church office for 
details on how to join. 

Praise and Prayer Night: Held at the firepit 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. This 

night is dedicated to worship and praying for 
everyone in need in families, church and com-
munity.

Youth Group: For grades 6-12. Meets every 
other Sunday after the service; next meeting is 
Feb. 28. Email the office for meeting details: 
theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com. 

Couples Study: This group meets every first 
Saturday of the month; next date is March 6. 
Current DVD session is entitled “Sacred Mar-
riage.” Book sets are available for purchase at 
the church office. Email theworshipcenter.he-
bron@gmail.com to reserve a copy.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open 

and Affirming Congregation located at Gilead 
Street and Meeting House Road, has announced 
the following. For more information, visit gil-
eadchurchucc.org, email the church office at 
gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call Pastor Denise 
Esslinger at the church office at 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: This Sunday, Feb. 28, 
worship will be via livestream only, at 10 a.m. 
People can watch on either YouTube or Face-
book. For YouTube, go to www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC. Click on ‘subscribe’ to be notified 
of future livestreams or new videos. For Face-
book, go to tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC. 
Recordings of services will be available on ei-
ther platform after the service.

Upcoming Events: Lenten Zoom Church 
Gatherings: The Board of Deacons invites all 
to these gatherings to revisit the theme of re-
siliency and weathering the storms of life. The 
book Weathering the Storms by Tracy Mehr-
Muska will be used as a guide. While it isn’t 
necessary to read the book to join in the dis-
cussions, you can purchase the book on Ama-
zon for $21. There are three different times to 
choose from: Sundays through March 21, 4-5 
p.m., led by Amy Destine and Lynn Lukach; 
Tuesdays through March 23, 7-8 p.m., led by 

David Kline and Margot Sheehan; and Wednes-
days through March 24, 3-4 p.m., led by Jon 
Kimball and Ginny Miller. For more informa-
tion, contact the church. 

Laundry Detergent Drive for Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services: The Confirmation 
Class of 2021 is looking for detergent dona-
tions, which can be placed outside the main en-
trance to the church. Donations will be brought 
to Hebron Interfaith Human Services once a 
week. Those who wish to donate may also call 
the church office to have the detergent picked 
up. For more information, contact the office. 

Bible Study on Zoom: Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m., led by the Rev. Bob Woodward. The group 
is discussing the Book of Esther. All are invited; 
come when you can. For more info, or assis-
tance with Zoom, contact the church office. 

Silver Lake Summer Camp: Silver Lake 
has announced its offerings for the summer 
2021 conference season. Details and registra-
tion are at www.silverlakect.org. Gilead Con-
gregational’s Women’s Fellowship is offering to 
pay the $150 deposit for any young person from 
the congregation who would like to attend Sil-
ver Lake; call Margaret Gibbs (860-384-4327) 
for more information.

Church Wrapping Up ‘Hearts of Hope’ Sale
Gilead Congregational Church is winding 

down its Hearts of Hope awareness campaign, 
through which residents of area communities 
have been helping people impacted by mental 
health issues during the pandemic.

There is still time to donate to the AHM Youth 
Services Community Mental Health Fund and 
lend a hand to area families by making financial 
assistance available for those in need. You may 
show your support and spread hope by placing 
a Heart of Hope in a window.

Red cling hearts are available to pick up in 
tubs in Hebron at AHM Youth and Family Ser-
vices, Ted’s Supermarket, Ace Hardware, Doug-

las Library, Gilead Congregational Church, St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church, and Church of the 
Holy Family; they are also at Richmond Me-
morial Library in Marlborough, and Andover 
Public Library.

Hearts are free; however, the church is ask-
ing people to go online and make at least a $10 
donation to AHM Youth & Family Services to 
support the Community Mental Health Fund. 
To make a donation, go to ahmyouth.org and 
click on “Make a Donation” in the upper right 
corner and designate the “Community Mental 
Health/Hearts of Hope” as the recipient. 

Preschool Lottery 
Applications 

Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 
Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2021-22 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 by Dec. 31, 2021, and are planning to have 
their children entered into Hebron’s preschool 
lottery should call the Gilead Hill School Office 
at 860-228-9458 to have an application mailed 
to them. The application may also be down-
loaded from hebron.k12.ct.us; scroll down to 
the bottom of the page to “Quick Links” in the 
lower left-hand corner.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the Gilead Hill School office by Fri-
day, Feb. 26. Enclose two forms of residency 
when you return the application. 

The lottery drawing will be held Wednesday, 
March 17, at 9 a.m., via Zoom. The Zoom link 
will be sent to all parents and or guardians prior 
to the lottery date. Applicants will be notified 
of their acceptance or waitlist status by phone.

Senior Friends of Hebron News
While the Senior Friends of Hebron group 

has not been able to meet in person due to the 
pandemic, the executive committee has been 
making phone calls and sending email mes-
sages to all members, just to keep in touch.

The group will continue monthly meetings 
via Zoom until it can meet in person again. 
The next meeting will be for members only 
Thursday, March 11, at 3:30 p.m. This will be 
a social meeting and open to discuss anything 
members would like. For assistance in getting 
on Zoom, or other technical needs, email se-
nior.friends@comcast.net. If you would like a 
phone call indicate that in your email.

While the group as a whole is not meet-
ing in person, it will resume in-person board 
meetings on Tuesday, March 2. If anyone 
wants to attend or has input, call Barbara at 

860-228-3106.
 Until in-person group gatherings can re-

sume, the Senior Friends will communicate 
via email, telephone, Zoom or the Postal Ser-
vice.

Visit www.seniorfriendsofhebron.com for 
information and application for membership 
if interested. Renewal dues that were due 
in September 2020 are being waived, as the 
group doesn’t know when it will be able to 
meet in person again. New members will pay 
the first year dues, which are $8 per year or 
$60 for lifetime membership. 

The Senior Friends of Hebron mailing ad-
dress is P.O. Box 60, Hebron, CT 06248. For 
more information, call Barbara at 860-228-
3106 or Cile at 860-643-8768.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
Pastor Dana Hallenbeck and the members of 

Christ Lutheran Church (LCMS) invite all to 
join them for Sunday worship. The church is lo-
cated at 330 Church St. For more information, 
call 860-228-1152, visit www.CLCHebron.org 
or ‘like’ the church at facebook.com/CLCH 
ebron for up-to-date news and announcements. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m., an in-
person Divine Service is held. All are invited. 
For current safety protocols and the latest pan-
demic announcements, visit www.clchebron.
org/open. Coffee hour and in-person Bible 
study, which ordinarily follow worship, are still 
on hiatus. Details about online streams of the 
service are listed at www.clchebron.org/online.

Saturday Worship: First Saturday of the 
month at 5 p.m. This is a service for higher-risk 
individuals. There are elevated levels of proto-
cols, masks are required, and there is no sing-
ing. Communion is served. 

Sunday School: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., in 
person and also livestreamed at facebook.com/
CLCHebron.

Online Sunday Bible Study, Youth Group, 
Wednesday In-Person Bible Study: All on 
hiatus until further notice.

Early Childhood Center: Open to people of 
all faiths. For more information or current offer-
ings call 860-228-5134.

Historical Society 
Clothing Drive

The Hebron Historical Society will hold 
another clothing/textile drive next month.

Donations will be accepted Saturdays, March 
13 and 27, from 10 a.m.- 1 p.m., at Old Town 
Hall (adjacent to Douglas Library). Acceptable 
items are linens, clothing, shoes, boots, belts, 
towels or any textile item. Condition of items is 
not important, but they must be delivered to Old 
Town Hall in a sealed trash bag.

Proceeds will help cover annual maintenance 
expenses and program costs. To learn more 
about the Hebron Historical Society, go to he-
bronhistoricalsociety.org.

For more information on the clothing drive, 
email mergonci65@comcast.net or call 860-
228-1113.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Meaghan M.

Paid advertisement

Outstanding Commander,
Hebron, CT American Legion, Post 95

 Greetings to those of whom read the Scholarship 
acknowledgment in the Rivereast. You may have found 
an omission of a prominent name. Yes, there was an 
omission, for a reason. The name/title is Commander, 
Joe Fetta, USMC, American Legion, Post 95, Hebron, 
CT and Family. Commander Fetta, and Family are 
generous sponsors for the Scholarship Fund and every 
Veteran sponsored function. Very few know of the 
hours “behind-the-Scenes”, Commander Fetta spends, 
“For-the-Good-of-the-Legion”, providing Strength and 
Leadership for the legion and the Community. The 
omission was purposeful, as an individual recognition 
for Commander, Fetta is appropriate and warranted. 
Additionally, the sacrifices the Commander’s Family 
endures also requires recognition. It is the Honor of the 
Hebron area Veterans to acknowledge the outstanding 
leadership of Commander, Joe Fetta, U.S.M.C, American 

Legion, Hebron, CT Post 95.
 P.S. Commander, Joe Fetta, is one of the major 
architects for the Veterans. Golf Scholarship 
Fundraiser, in conjunction with every other American 
Legion decision displayed, along with one of our most 
respected Veterans, our dearly departed, John Tuttle. 
Given this is a recognition of another outstanding leader, 
Commander, Joe Fetta, and a memorial recognition of 
another outstanding Veteran (deceased), Adjutant, and 
past Commander, John Tuttle: With Honor, and great 
Pride we display this recognition, for our Commander, 
Joe Fetta, and a recognition for our past fellow Veteran, 
Comrade, John Tuttle – from the Hebron area Veterans! 
GOD Bless all Veterans First Responders, past and 
present, and associative personnel making a difference. 
GOD Bless the United States of America!
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33 East St., Hebron

860-228-1383

Pellets & Biobricks
Wood, Pellet & Gas Stoves
All Hearth Products & Acc.
Garage Doors & Openers

Our 29Th Year!!!

M-F 9-5
Sat. 10-4

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Open Call to Apply for Grant Funds
Grants offered through the new Greater To-

gether Community Fund are now available – 
with letters of interest due April 1.

In 2019, the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving established a $100,000 Greater Together 
Community Fund for each of the 29 towns in 
the Greater Hartford region – including Hebron. 

The purpose of the Greater Together Com-
munity Funds is to support residents in taking 
ownership around the needs in their towns, en-
courage broad and inclusive civic engagement 
and anchor the Hartford Foundation in each 
town. 

In 2020, Hebron’s Greater Together Commu-
nity Fund Advisory Committee was established 
through broad outreach to town residents. The 
Advisory Committee members for Hebron’s 
Greater Together Community Fund town are: 
Pamela Krist Atwood, Dwayne Bruender, Al-
thea Carr, Allison Heneghan, Jassette Henry, 
Heather Holbrook, Amy Nilsson, Christiane 
OBrien, John Ostrout, Florence O’Sullivan, 
Davis Rose, Timothy Smith and David Sousa.

Hebron’s Greater Together Community Fund 

Advisory Committee has released its first open 
call for project proposals. Amounts from $500 
to $10,000 will be awarded in grant funds to 
selected proposals. All projects must benefit 
the residents of Hebron. For further details on 
project guidelines and how to apply, visit: hfpg.
org/hebroncf. 

A letter of interest is due by April 1. Selected 
applicants will be invited to submit a project 
application or grant proposal by May 1. Grant 
awards will be announced by June 1. For more 
information, email hebroncommunityfund@
gmail.com.

The Greater Together Community Funds also 
created an opportunity for individuals as well as 
organizations to make tax-deductible contribu-
tions to any of the 29 Greater Together Com-
munity Funds. Donations of any amount are 
welcome.

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
is the community foundation for Hartford and 
28 surrounding communities. For more infor-
mation on the foundation, visit hfpg.org or call 
860-548-1888.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312.

Library Open: The library building re-
opened to the public Monday, Feb. 22, for 
computer use, materials browsing, and other 
limited services. All patrons will be required 
to wear masks and practice social distancing, 
Curbside pick-up requests will continue to be 
filled in the lobby of the building. Hours: Mon-
day and Wednesday, noon-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; and Saturday, 
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. The library will be open for 
curbside pickup only (no building access) on 
Friday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The library is closed 
on Sunday.

Virtual Workshop: Foundations of Equity 
Literacy: Wednesday, March 24, 6 p.m. Facili-
tators from HB4 Diversity Inc. will present this 
90-minute workshop that covers the basics of 
equity, racial equity lens, bias and more. Space 
is limited; register on the calendar page at doug-
laslibrary.org or by calling the main desk at 
860-228-9312. Valid email is required.

Children’s Department: Browse the online 
catalog to see the new selections. Titles are 
available for lobby pick-up. In the lobby, there 
are themed children’s activity kits added week-
ly; first-come, first-served. Also, in addition to 
the regular recorded story times, the library of-
fers a special series for children aged 3-8, re-
leased each Friday on the library website and 
YouTube. An accompanying activity or craft is 
available to pick up each week in the library’s 
lobby. Upcoming books and crafts: March 5, 

Star Stuff by Stephanie Roth Sisson, then build 
your own galaxy in a bottle and a space helmet 
picture frame with the activity kit; March 12, 
Extra Yarn by Mac Barnett, then make friend-
ship bracelets; March 19, Roof Octopus by Lucy 
Branam, then build your own stuffed animal 
octopus; March 26, Miss Brooks Love Books 
(and I Don’t) by Barbara Bottner, then make a 
monster-themed bookmark for your own favor-
ite book; April 2, Kate, Who Tamed the Wind by 
Liz Garton Scanlon and How to Find a Bird by 
Jennifer Ward – then go on a nature scavenger 
hunt, and build a bird feeder at home.

Adult & Teen Crafts: In the lobby, patrons 
will find the monthly Take & Make craft bag. 
Bags are available for pickup during our normal 
curbside hours; take one per household. 

Tax Forms: The Connecticut DRS will not 
send the library tax booklets containing forms 
and instructions this year; however, the library 
will receive IRS forms 1040 and 1040 SR and 
instruction books for distribution. If you need 
other forms, call the main desk to have a copy 
printed and placed with curbside pickup items. 

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return any items to 
the outside book and DVD drops. These items 
are put in quarantine for 48 hours prior to check-
ing in, and will be backdated upon check-in. 

Holds and Renewals: To renew or place a 
hold on items, log into your account at doug-
laslibrary.org; access the Acorn Catalog app on 
your mobile device; or call the library during 
business hours. Call for assistance logging into 
your account or to reset your password.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (Route 85, a quarter-mile south of 
the intersection with Route 66), has announced 
the following:

Schedule for Services: Due to COVID-19, 
St. Peter’s has suspended in-person services. 
Services are recorded every Sunday and made 
available online at stpetershebron.com or on 
the church’s Facebook page. Services are also 
posted to the church’s YouTube channel, acces-
sible at tinyurl.com/ydy6s4dn.

Meetings and Events: Vestry meetings are 
held in person the third Thursdays of the month 
at 7 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee: 
first Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: 
Every Wednesday at 10 a.m.

Outreach: Hearts of Hope: St. Peter’s joins 

other faith communities in sponsoring a Hearts 
of Hope program to raise funds for AHM Men-
tal Services Fund. You can pick up your Hearts 
of Hope in the box outside the parish hall any-
time to put in your window. Monthly Food 
Donations: Are collected for various local food 
pantries; items may be placed in the brown bin 
outside the Parish Hall. Prayer Shawl Min-
istry: This is a knitting group that provides 
shawls to parishioners suffering bereavement or 
illness. Contact the church for more informa-
tion.

For more information about services and 
other events at St. Peter’s, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or contact the church office at 860-228-
3244 or office@stpetershebron.com.

Church of the Holy Family News
Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy 

Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the 
following times: Weekend Masses are Saturday 
at 5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and week-
day Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
days at 6:30 a.m. The church is located at 185 
Church St. 

Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfami-
lyhebron.org for more information. The church 
can be reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shel-
ter: The church collects items year-round for 
the Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality 
Center, which provides assistance to home-
less adults. Critical needs are: paper towels 
(always needed), latex or vinyl gloves (L and 
XL only), men’s and women’s deodorant, dis-
posable razors and shaving cream, earbuds, and 
44-45-gallon trash bags (center has adequate 
supply of 55-gallon bags). Additional needs: 

Pine-Sol, disinfectant wipes and sprays, and 
medium- and bold-tip black Sharpies and high-
lighters. The center is currently well-stocked 
with clothing, and therefore cannot accept any 
winter clothing at this time. The center also 
has an adequate supply of hand sanitizer and 
hand soap. The center also has a great need for 
new sheets of plywood to build a bench, work 
surfaces, and partitions to facilitate checking in 
guests and to maintain a safe environment. Gift 
cards of $25 to Home Depot are requested to 
fund these needs. Call the number below to of-
fer assistance.

 Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry 
Room. For more information, when placing 
donations in the Cry Room, or if you want to 
donate items other than those listed above, call 
Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211. 

Pump Station Upgrades, Phase 1
The Town of Hebron Water Pollution Control 

Authority is beginning the Pump Station Up-
grades that were voted on and approved in last 
year’s referendum. 

The construction award was granted to Hol-
zner Construction and should be completed 
within 18 months. Engineering and construc-
tion administration will be provided by Wright 
Pierce. 

The stations included in this phase are Old 
Railroad and Raymond Brook, located on Route 

85; Millstream, which is on Kinney Road; and 
lastly, Wellswood. 

As part of Phase 1 design, new generators 
will be added to all the pump stations except 
Amston Lake where a new generator was in-
stalled only a few years ago. 

The town said it expects that construction 
inconvenience should be minimal through the 
construction process. For more information, 
call the Town of Hebron Public Works Depart-
ment at 860-228-2871.
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of Cosmetic Dentistry;
ADA, ACOI, CSDA, HDS;
DDS – Georgetown UDS
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General Dentistry;
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DDS – Georgetown UDS
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860-659-8660

Dr. Jeffrey Glavin

Dr. Steven Balloch
Personalized Dental Care for Beautiful Smiles

Award Winning 

Cosmetic Dentistry

300 Hebron Avenue • Suite 112
GlAStonbury
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Visit our amazing
Smile Gallery at

www.hartfordcosmeticdentist.com
See the Results you could have!

Contact me for a
FREE

Market Analysis

The Spring Market is 
around the corner
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Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924
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K I T C H E N S  &  R E M O D E L I N G

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lice. #HIC.0624389

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Come See our New Showroom!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $19
Juniors & Seniors $16

Hebron’S only barber SHop

860-888-2428

Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm; Thursday noon-7pm;

saturday 8:00am-noon; sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron 
Handsome!

R
E

6-
19

-2
0

Now
opeN!

Outdoor Gathering Brings People Safely Together 

 From left, Laurel Houle, Barb Parkyn and Mary LaTour join Candace O’Shea, 
Joan Perkins, John Ostrout and Sue Ostrout during Sunday’s cabin fever party at 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

by Sloan Brewster
Folks with cabin fever got a dose of heal-

ing on Sunday during a gathering at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church.

The tradition of holding a cabin fever party 
began a few years ago, according to the Rev. 
Ron Kolanowski. This year, however, due to 
the social distancing requirements of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the party was held at the 
church, rather than a parishioner’s home. About 
70 attendees spread out safely around nine fire 
pits, where they sat in small groups of family 
and friends and enjoyed burgers, hot dogs, veg-
gie hot dogs, coffee, hot cocoa, and other treats.  

Kolanowski sat with his spouse, their two 
children and friends from their Mansfield 
neighborhood.

Folks maintained social distance and there 
was sanitizer aplenty, the pastor said. When not 
eating, they donned face masks and food was 
given out by servers.

Food was donated by various parishioners 
and Kolanowski brought two kinds paczckis, 
which, he said, are essentially Polish doughnuts 
stuffed with “all kinds of different things.” The 
bakery at the Mansfield Price Chopper, which 
made the delicacy fresh Sunday morning, filled 
half the order with raspberry jelly and the rest 
with cream.

The burgers and dogs were prepared behind 
the parish on grills manned by two parishioners.

Church member Marsha Eaton helped orga-
nize the event and said it was originally planned 
for Mardi Gras, which took place last Tuesday, 
but with an ice storm predicted, the date was 
changed. 

“We dropped the Mardi Gras part and just 
called it a cabin fever party,” she said. “[It was] 
just a social thing, winter doldrums and all that 
kind of stuff.” 

Eaton’s husband Chuck helped with grilling 
and serving, she said. Food was placed on peo-
ple’s plate with tongs so that no one touched it 
save the individual eating it.

Eaton said she had her first taste of paczcki 
during the gathering. She selected one filled 
with raspberry jelly. 

“It was like just really just like a jelly dough-
nut, except bigger,” she said.

The fun started solemnly, with a prayer by 
Kolanowski, who offered thanks for the good 
planning and weather and the opportunity for 
people to come together. 

Eaton said it was fun it to get out and see peo-
ple and that folks came from all over the state, 
including from Berlin, Brooklyn and Norwich. 
A 90-year old parishioner who been isolated 
since the state shutdown and who, like many 
church members, has received the COVID-19 
vaccination even showed up for the affair. 

Eaton said it was funny with everyone wear-
ing scarves and hats and donning face masks 
and that people had to get one another to say 
something so they could recognize their voices 
and determine who they were. 

She said it was nice to see all the families.
John Ostrout, who said with all the hats and 

face coverings, it was akin to a Halloween party 
in the middle of winter, said the festivities were 
well-received. 

“Boy, it lit up the whole church,” he said.
Ostrout said he and his wife were visited by 

a rotating group of people, who bounced from 
fire pit to fire pit. 

“So we had a chance to see a lot of people 
that we’ve only seen on Zoom calls,” he said.

He opined that people starting to get the vac-
cine was a good thing 

“This was a year that’s going to live in ev-
erybody’s memories, as, hopefully, the one and 
only.”

The event also gave parishioners a chance to 

donate toward the church’s outreach effort that 
supports community charities. A bucket was 
placed on the grounds and folks tossed in cash 
as they saw fit, Kolanowski said. In the end, the 
event brought in a little more than $600.  

“People were pretty generous, most people 
threw in $20s,” he said.

The pastor said “people were thrilled” by the 
gathering.

“This was our first time to come together for 
no purpose but being together,” he said, adding 
that the fundraising bucket was an afterthought. 
“It lifted everybody’s spirit right at a time when 
they needed it.” 

Eaton and Ostrout concurred.
“It was something I think we needed after a 

year of this,” Eaton said.
Ostrout said the church has also had success 

with takeout dinners.
“That’s allowed people to gather in a differ-

ent way,” he said.
The first one of 2021 will take place March 

20.

Worship During a Pandemic
Last year, after the state shutdown, the church 

stopped holding in-person worship services and 
began recording them. In July, it resumed live 
services, holding them outside beneath an enor-
mous maple tree in the church cemetery during 
the warm summer and early fall months. 

Folks would gather socially distant in the 
shade of the tree and listen to the sermon via 
a sound system. In October, the services were 
brought inside to the church hall where strong 
microbe catching air sanitizers, such as those in 
hospitals, were installed 

Then, in November, when cases of COV-
ID-19 began to spike, the church went back to 
remote services.

Kolanowski said the weekly services are re-
corded in the hall and since the air sanitizers 
make it a safe location, the church offered its 
use as a possible vaccination site to the Cha-
tham Health District.

Plans are underway to return to the sanctuary 
for the recordings and to put an air sanitizer unit 
in there as well, he said.

Ashes in the Park
While services are not currently in-person, 

Kolanowski last week joined the Rev. Denise 
Esslinger, pastor of Gilead Congregational 
Church, for a different tradition – Ashes-to-Go 
at Veterans Memorial Park.

The Imposition of Ashes is a Christian tradi-
tion to mark the first day of Lent, the 40-day 
period when Jesus was purported to have wan-
dered through the wilderness before his death. 
Ashes-to-Go offers the tradition in a public 
setting outside the church, where is it regular-
ly performed, giving folks the chance to slow 
down and get ashes in the midst of their busy 
lives.

This year, due to the pandemic, people wore 
facemasks and waited in their cars until it was 
their turn to get the customary ash-drawn cross, 
Kolanowski said. 

Between giving ashes to each recipient, the 
pastors would sanitize their hands.

All told, “it actually really well,” Esslinger 
said in a phone call Tuesday. About 30 to 35 
people took advantage of the yearly event and at 
one point six faithful people awaiting the bless-
ing stood in a socially-distanced circle around 
the two pastors.  

“It was amazing how it worked out,” she said. 
Esslinger said being outside felt good.
“This has certainly been a year when we have 

felt in the wilderness,” she said.
Kolanowski also offered ashes at St. Peters, 

opening the doors to people on a one-by-one 
basis or to couples coming in jointly. For those 
who did not feel comfortable coming to the 
church, he filled a basket with packets of ashes 
and a little prayer.

“All of us are trying to be creative, out of the 
box, and think of ways to get community go-

ing,” he said. 

Esslinger to Retire
In other news, Esslinger has announced to 

her congregation that she will be retiring in 
June, which Kolanowski said was a “huge loss, 
huge loss for the community.”

Esslinger said it was a time of transition for 
the church and she will sit down for an inter-
view about her career in the church near the 
time of her retirement.

New Music Minister to Come On Board
The Gilead church will be getting a new min-

ister music in April.
Andrey Stolyarov, who is currently director 

of music at West Avon Congregational Church 
and moved to Hebron a few ago will be taking 
that position.

Stolyarov is interested in building music in 
the community, Esslinger said.

“I think he’s going bring a lot to the commu-
nity,” she said.

Look for a full-length feature on Stolyarov in 
coming weeks.
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NEWLY OPENED!!!

TELEHEALTH coming vEry soon!!!
SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE

Where Balance & Movement Rock!
NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road • Colchester, CT R
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• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated Hydroworx 
water tank with treadmill

WHAT WE cAn Do For yoU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist 
through the American Institute
of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy

Colchester Dental Group

860.537.2351

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Personalized Financial  Options Available!
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase,  DMD, MAGD*   

Michael L. Babinski,  DMD, MAGD

Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced 
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy 

of General Dentistry and are members of the 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was 
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

WE ARE OPEN 

AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN
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“American Workers Installing American Products”

“American Workers Installing American Products”

Chris Covone • Colchester, CT
Cell 860-608-9482

Licensed & Insured HIC.0556258

DON’T WAIT...Fix Your 
Leaks Now & Avoid Costly 

Roof Replacement

★ Roof Leak Repairs
★ Chimney Flashing
★ Roof Venting

★ Roof Replacement
★ Aluminum Trim Repairs
★ Skylight Leak Repair

SPECIALIZING IN 

LLC
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Hummingbirds: Jeweled 
Acrobats in the Garden 
All are invited to join Cragin Memorial Li-

brary for a virtual program about hummingbirds 
via Zoom on Thursday, March 18, at 6 p.m. 

Sally Brockett, a local gardener, birder and 
member of the Daytime Gardeners of North 
Haven, will present tips on attracting hum-
mingbirds to your yard. She will also share her 
experiences with hummingbirds and backyard 
birding. Brockett has photos of a variety of 
hummingbirds, some seen in the U.S. and oth-
ers from Central America. 

The event is sponsored by the Colchester Gar-
den Club and Friends of Cragin Memorial Li-
brary. To sign up, visit tinyurl.com/12au7mz8. 
The library does not record virtual programs.

This program is free. For more information, 
call 860-537-5752.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Friday night Zoom service, 6:30 p.m.; Satur-

day morning Zoom service, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, 
Kabbalah class, 5:30 p.m. on Zoom; Tuesday, 
Talmud class, 6:30 p.m. on Zoom.

There are daily prayer classes on Facebook 
Live, by Rabbi Ken Alter. For more informa-
tion, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 8 
a.m.-noon Tuesday-Friday.

Board Members Aim to Help Small Businesses

 Taras Rudko, left, and Andreas Bisbikos, right, standing at Colchester Florist. This 
is one of the businesses they have recently toured in an effort of see firsthand how 
businesses are struggling and how they can help as budget season approaches. 

by Karla Santos 
The pandemic has brought many downfalls 

to the small business community and Selectman 
Taras Rudko and Board of Finance member An-
dreas Bisbikos have taken it upon themselves to 
tour local small businesses to hear about their 
struggles so they can advocate for them during 
budget season. 

“We wanted to make sure that we had a very, 
very clear idea of what the small businesses 
were going through in town prior to going into 
a budget cycle,” Rudko said 

Bisbikos said Rudko and he created a list of 
more than 120 local small businesses with the 
goal of touring them through March and April. 
As of last week, they had been to about 10 busi-
nesses, he said. 

The tours will continue until budget sessions 
start taking place. 

Bisbikos said town residents recently com-
pleted a budget survey and “although the survey 
is valuable in gathering the perspectives of our 
citizens, it was deficient in capturing the needs 
and concerns of our small businesses.”  

He said he and Rudko thought it was their 
obligation as elected officials to hear the needs 
and concerns of local small businesses, particu-
larly during a pandemic.  

“Small businesses are the heartbeat of our 
community,” Bisbikos said. “We felt that the 
tour was a good way to reach out to them, hear 
their concerns and needs and also provide them 
some extra exposure on social media.” 

Rudko said the majority of business owners 
with whom they have spoken have told them 
these are challenging times, particularly be-
cause they have to deal with COVID-19 restric-
tions and requirements. 

Some businesses have also struggled with 
their ability to get products, Rudko said. 

“Also, there has been an increase in cost in 
doing business for them, not just because of ev-
erything they need to do in the shop but also for 
the materials that they’re purchasing,” Rudko 
added. 

But there are other challenges, such as in-
creased rents that are worrying some business 
owners. 

Rudko said a handful of business indicated 
they are concerned about the next three months 
and with keeping their doors open if things con-
tinue going the way they are now.  

“Small business is the demographic that 
is going to promote and foster growth of the 
town,” Rudko said. “So if we are not in tune 
with what their needs are, what their struggles 
are, there’s no way you are going to possibly 
have a growth plan.” 

Bisbikos, who grew up in a family that owns 
a business, said he understands the challenges 
small businesses face. 

He said he and Rudko have been learning the 
stories and experiences of businesses and that 
some have been around for a while and others 
have not. 

“Getting to know the owners and understand-
ing just how committed they are to this com-
munity and how they’ve given back, it just pro-
vides an overall joy,” Bisbikos said. 

Bisbikos said most business owners told 
them the community has been supportive, how-
ever they have noticed the absence of elected 
officials in their stores and said Rudko and Bis-
bikos have been the only ones that interacted 
with them since the pandemic began. 

However, First Selectman Mary Bylone, 
along with town hall staff, has been working 
with a variety of businesses since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. Bylone said she has also 
worked with the Colchester Business Associa-
tion to see what the town can do for businesses, 
especially through these uncertain times. 

Bylone said she personally has visited with 
business owners and guided them with informa-
tion that could help them stay open. Part of that 
has been helping them navigate through state 
enforced COVID-19 restrictions and informing 
them of what can or can’t be done through the 
different reopening stages. 

According to Bylone, she also worked with 
some businesses to help them get loans. 

In addition, the town has done marketing 
such as signs saying “Colchester is open for 
business” with the idea of attracting more busi-
nesses and visitors to the town. 

“I’m doing all kinds of things,” Bylone said. 

“I’m not out taking pictures in front of a sign. 
I’m not doing politics. I’m doing things that are 
really making a difference for the people in the 
town.”  

She said other Town Hall staff and the Cha-
tham Health District have been partnering with 
businesses to help them be “successful.” 

Furthermore, over the summer, the town es-
tablished the Long Term Recovery Committee 
to identify how the overall community has been 
impacted by the pandemic.  

Bylone said the committee focused a lot on 
businesses because they were highly impacted 
by the pandemic. But the group also looked at 

other areas and one of the findings was the in-
creased need for mental health resources. 

Based on all of their findings, the committee 
will bring recommendations to the Board of Se-
lectmen. Bylone said some of those recommen-
dations might have a budget need.
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	 Lydia	 Lormand,	 DO,	 FACOG,	 is	 a	 board-certified	 physician	
specializing	 in	 obstetrics	 and	 gynecology.	 She	 completed	 her	
ObGyn	 residency	 at	 Baystate	 Medical	 Center	 in	 Springfield,	
Massachusetts,	after	earning	her	Doctor	of	Osteopathic	Medicine	
degree	from	New	York	College	of	Osteopathic	Medicine,	and	her	

Welcomes
Dr. Lydia Lormand

Manchester OBGYN Associates 

We are opening a new office in Colchester!

121 Broadway Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 649-1120

www.womenshealthct.com/manchester-ob-gyn-associates

Bachelor	of	Science	degree	from	Binghamton	University.	As	a	resident,	she	received	the	
Practicing	 the	Art	of	Medicine	Award,	which	 is	given	to	 the	chief	resident	who	displays	
a	 strong	 ability	 to	 integrate	 the	 foundation	 of	 evidence-based	 medicine	 with	 clinical	
intuition,	empathy,	and	compassion.
	 As	a	women’s	healthcare	provider,	Dr.	Lormand’s	mission	is	to	provide	comprehensive	
healthcare	 to	women	 through	 puberty,	 the	 reproductive	 years	 and	menopause,	 and	 to	
make	women	feel	comfortable	and	try	to	take	away	the	fear	and	anxiety	that	can	associated	
with	ObGyn	care.		 In	 her	 spare	 time,	 Dr.	 Lormand	 enjoys	 reading	 murder	 mysteries,	
traveling,	scuba	diving,	playing	volleyball	and	spinning.
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Our prOviders are:  Daniel S. Welling, M.D., Lon P. Manfredi M.D.,
Lawrence Arky, M.D., Aziza Omrani, M.D., Carla R. Gunn, M.D,

Ariel Herron, CNM, Aron Mavros, CNM, Karrian Benejan, CNM,
Jaime Liebig, CNM, Mary Guinan, CNM, Virginie Eklund, CNM

We	offer	full	scope	Obstetrics	&	Gynecology,	Midwifery	Care,	Contraception	&	Family	
Planning,	Menopause	Management,	Pre-conception	Counseling,	Infertility,	Colposcopy/	
LEEP,	In-Office	Surgery,	Robotic	Surgery,	AIUM	Accredited	In-Office	Ultrasound,	3D	
Mammography,	Prepared	Childbirth	Classes,	and	Certified	Lactation	Consultant

— AdditionAl office locAtions —
388 West Center St.,  Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

6B Fieldstone Commons, Tolland

AUTO  |  HOMEOWNERS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LIABILITY  |  BUSINESS AUTO  |  WORKERS’ COMP  |  BONDS

860.537.4661 
176 Norwich Avenue  |  Colchester, CT  |  GerhardtInsurance.com

TRUSTED. 
VALUED.
LOCAL.
3 Tailored Account

Solutions

3 Exceptional Insurance
Solutions in Your World

3 Prompt, Dependable
Service
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Portion of Relief Funds Ticketed for Chatham Health
By Karla Santos 

Last week the Colchester Board of Select-
men unanimously approved a motion to allocate 
20%, or $25,350, of the town’s coronavirus re-
lief funds to help Chatham Health District with 
some of the expenses it has incurred throughout 
the pandemic. 

This came as a request from Chatham Health 
Director Russell Melmed, who explained the 
regional health district has been spending a lot 
of money in a variety of ways throughout the 
pandemic, but has not received much in reim-
bursement. 

According to Melmed, the request is to help 
cover unfunded expenses incurred to date, along 
with future unfunded expenditures for vaccine 
clinic operations over the next several months. 

Melmed made the same request to all of the 
towns covered by Chatham Health – Colchester, 
East Hampton, East Haddam, Hebron, Marlbor-
ough and Portland. 

Melmed gave a presentation to the Board of 
Selectmen last Thursday. The funding request 
was on the previous board meeting agenda but 
no action was taken as at least one of the board 
members was interested in learning more about 
why Melmed requested the funds. 

As part of his presentation, Melmed ex-
plained that to date Chatham Health has in-
curred $228,923 in coronavirus expenditures 
– some of which is scheduled to be reimbursed 
by state grants. 

He said Chatham Health previously received 
$31,000 from a coronavirus relief fund that was 
allocated for health districts, but added, “We 
burned through that in overtime costs alone in 
the first two months [of the pandemic] – March 
and April.”

Melmed explained Chatham Health also re-
ceived about $100,000 in an Epidemiology 
and Laboratory Capacity (ELC) grant from the 
State of Connecticut. He said the grant funds 
were not to offset any expenditures but to en-
hance capacity. Part of that money was used to 
hire a part-time COVID-19 response coordina-
tor to do data reports, contact tracing and work 
at the vaccine clinics. 

According to Melmed, the district was left 
with about $91,700 of costs incurred to date 
that have not been reimbursed. 

Also, he added, the district is now running 
vaccine clinics, which bring additional expenses. 

One of the reasons Chatham Health is run-
ning vaccine clinics is that Melmed heard that 
municipalities were in need of a program to 
help residents that struggle making a vaccine 
appointment through the state system, he said. 

That’s why Chatham Health and the local 
senior centers partnered to run vaccine clinics 
outside of the state system.  

“It’s very convenient, we’ve had a good re-
sponse,” Melmed said. “Our seniors really like 
the fact that they don’t have to go through the 

harsh of waiting for two hours on a phone call 
that may never get answered to schedule an ap-
pointment that they may not be able to make.” 

Chatham Health has been running vaccine 
clinics for six weeks now.  

“Those are labor intensive,” Melmed noted 
and added that the district is lucky to have part-
nered with senior centers to get that work done.  

He said this is just the beginning as he’d like 
to continue with that work.  

Melmed said he is looking to see if Cha-
tham Health can get reimbursed for some of the 
costs associated with the vaccinations through 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA.) However, he noted he doesn’t know 
of a regional health district that has had success 
getting FEMA reimbursement. 

He said the district might have to spend about 
$94,000 over the next six months to run vac-
cination clinics. That number includes mileage 
and food for the volunteers that run the vaccine 
clinics, compensation for a volunteer manager, 
an emergency preparedness coordinator and 
overtime. 

Melmed noted that two of the Chatham 
Health towns have already sent a check with 
the funds and most of the other towns have ap-
proved to do the same thing. 

Chatham Health is now in negotiations with 
the Colchester Federated Church to run vaccine 
clinics there once or twice a week.  

“They have graciously given us their space 
to do that so we are really happy that they have 
stepped forward to do that for us,” Melmed 
said, adding that they are also looking for other 
permanent sites in the district. 

He explained that having a space where they 
could run vaccine clinics regularly - without 
having to set it up with chairs, tables and other 
needed items every time they go - would make 
the clinics more efficient. 

Selectman Rosemary Coyle said she some-
times gets to work with Melmed and noted that 
the work that he and Chatham Health are doing 
is “incredible.” 

“We as citizens of the town and all the towns 
in the health district are truly lucky to have his 
leadership and to have his staff that’s just will-
ing to do whatever it takes to get this done,” 
Coyle said. 

In other news, during the meeting, First Se-
lectman Mary Bylone announced she wants to 
start the search for a permanent fire chief. Sean 
Shoemaker has been the interim fire chief since 
September, when longtime chief Walter Cox 
stepped down after 16 years.

Bylone said she will invite to future Board of 
Selectmen meetings representatives from firms 
that assist towns in hiring fire chiefs.  The goal 
is for the board to become more informed of 
what the process is like and start to see which 
firms would be more appropriate to work with.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For more information, call 860-537-
7297, email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov or 
visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-depart-
ment. The Parks and Rec. office is located at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. To visit in per-
son, call to make an appointment. Registration 
is required for all programs. 

Cupcake Champion: Saturday, April 24, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. This is a friendly competition for 
Colchester residents to see who makes the best 
cupcakes. Residents can participate in teams of 
two. All baking and decorating will be done at 
your home, on Zoom. You cannot leave your 
home or camera once the contest begins. Final 
cupcakes need to be delivered to the judges at 
the Town Hall immediately after the contest 
ends at 1 p.m. The event is free to participate in; 
you just provide the supplies to make and deco-
rate your cupcakes. The winners will be deter-
mined based on seven criteria (cake flavor, cake 
density, frosting flavor, frosting consistency, 
Decoration: neatness, creativity, relevancy to 
theme (theme will be revealed on the day of the 
event). The winner will be invited to participate 
in the next event to defend their championship. 
The top three winners will be awarded a Cup-

cake Plaque. Registration deadline is April 16.
Spring Clean-Up: Since Parks and Rec. is 

unsure of what the COVID-19 protocols will be 
in April, it has made changes to allow everyone 
to participate. First, choose a location that you 
love in Colchester. Then choose a time over the 
weekend of April 24-25 to clean up that area. 
All participants will be mailed a package of sun-
flower seeds. Registration is available online at 
www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-department.

Gentle Yoga: Mondays, April 5-26, 4:45-
5:45 p.m., for ages 45 and up. Explore yoga 
postures, breathing techniques and meditation. 
All levels of fitness or yoga experience are wel-
come. Fee: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 
Link will be mailed to you after you register.  

Summer Day Camp: June 28-Aug. 20, from 
8 a.m.-3 p.m., at the RecPlex, for kids entering 
grades K-7 in the fall. Hours are 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
extended care is available from 3-5 p.m. for an 
extra fee. In case of inclement weather, Parks 
and Rec. will use a school for the day. More 
information including registration, the camp 
calendar and daily activities, is at www.col-
chesterct.gov/day-camps. Call 860-537-7297 
for more information.

Colchester Food Box Distribution Continues on Fridays
It’s not too late to pick up your 30-pound 

box of fresh produce, dairy and meat products. 
Abundant Life Church will continue distribut-
ing these boxes to the community through the 
end of March, on Fridays from 2-4 pm., at the 
church, 85 Skinner Rd. 

When arriving Fridays for delivery, remain in 
your car and a volunteer will load your box into 
your trunk. For more information contact Abun-
dant Life Pastor Charles Brown at c.brown26@
mac.com or 860-303-0416. For the past three 
weeks, volunteers have unloaded and loaded 19 
tons of food and distributed it to the surround-

ing towns of East Windsor, Manchester, East 
Hampton, Lebanon, Norwich and several oth-
ers. Local residents have also benefited from 
the drive-thru opportunity to obtain a box and 
provide their neighbors with a second box.

This is part of the Coronavirus Food Assis-
tance Program from the USDA under the Fami-
lies First Coronavirus Response Act to purchase 
and distribute agricultural products to those in 
need. The program will expire in April. 

Abundant Life thanked D H Marvin & Son 
Inc. for it’s assistance in unloading the tractor-
trailer truck and the East Hampton Lions Club.
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Plan ahead for 2021
Buy • Sell • enjoy

For Real estate Success
Call Carolyn Kress

“Your Full Service Real Estate Agent”

Carolyn Kress 860-908-4716

Free Market analysis
Staging
Professional Photography/aerial
Marketing

Synthetic oil not included. Coupon good through 
3/31/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating
27 Years

in Colchester R
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$2895
Plus Tax

Change Oil Filter
Change Engine Oil
Check All Fluid Levels
Get Tire Pressure
Inspect Air & Fuel Filter
Inspect Belts & Hoses

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

Check our Quality

Serviced Pre-Owned

Vehicle Selection
$5988 and Under

SPECIAL

Coupon good through 3/31/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

A/C Service Special! 
$20.00 OFF
EVANS AUTOMOTIVE

 Rotary Donates Masks... The Rossi Family Foundation recently provided 2,000 adult 
and 2,000 children’s masks to Colchester Rotary for distribution to the community. 
Adult masks were presented to Officer Mike Brown of the Colchester Police Depart-
ment; Firefighter/EMT Kyle Mosig of the Colchester Hayward Fire Department; and 
Kim Hagan, director of Castle Day Care. Children’s masks were also presented to 
Hagan, as well as Christine Foley of Colchester Kids; Michelle Donahue, director of 
Colchester Cooperative Nursery School; and Patti Roy, assistant director of Curley’s 
Kids Care. Masks were also presented to Town Hall for distribution by Colchester 
Youth and Social Services to those in need in the community.  There are a few re-
maining boxes of masks in both adult and children’s sizes. Call Rotary President 
Terry Congdon at 860-367-7858 if in need of masks. From left are Terry Congdon, 
president of Colchester Rotary, and Jenny Pace, vice president, at the warehouse of 
The Rossi Family Foundation.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following programs and 
events. Most programs are on Zoom; to learn 
more about join them, or for full descriptions 
of any program, call the center at 860-537-3911 
or email csc@colchesterct.gov. The center is 
online at www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 
More information about senior trips can also be 
found online.

Monday, March 1: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 
11 a.m., Learn to Sign with Ruth on Zoom.

Tuesday, March 2: 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi on 
Zoom; 11 a.m., Adult Coloring; 1:30 p.m., con-
ference call bingo.

Wednesday, March 3: 10 a.m., Making 
Memories on Zoom; 1:30 p.m., Wheel of For-
tune on Zoom; no AARP Webinar Wednesday 
today. 

Thursday, March 4: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 11 
a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom.

Friday, March 5: 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., AARP 
Tax Aide; 10:30 a.m., Crafters’ Show and Share 
Hour; 11 a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom. 

Saturday, March 6: 2 p.m., Pericles, Prince 
of Tyre live Zoom performance by the Connect-
icut Repertory Theatre.

Upcoming Programs: Community Con-

versation with the First Selectman: Wednes-
day, March 24, 10:30 a.m., via Zoom. First Se-
lectman Mary Bylone will provide COVID-19 
updates, announce town-wide events, and more. 
She will take questions from the audience. 

International Cooking Demo on Zoom: 
Korea: Friday, March 26, 1:30 p.m. Follow 
along at home or simply watch a demonstration 
on how to prepare Korean barbecue chicken and 
spicy vegetable slaw. After the program, you 
are welcome to stop by the senior center to get a 
sample of the dish; pre-registration is required. 
Call or email the senior center to be provided a 
recipe and shopping list.

Colchester Senior of the Month: Each 
month, the senior center will give one or two 
of its members the spotlight to tell more about 
themselves. If interested in being the Senior of 
the Month, call Ruth at the senior center.

Learn to Sign with Ruth: Mondays, 11 
a.m.-noon. This course teaches the basics of 
how to communicate with sign language. No 
prior experience necessary. 

Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with 
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Senior 
Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; Sit-
tercize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; Tai 
Chi: Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

Fire Calls
From Feb. 14-20, the Colchester Hayward 

Fire Department responded to 32 calls: 27 
emergency medical calls, one fire/fire-related 
call and four motor vehicle crashes. Calls in-
cluded: 

Fire: fire alarm, one. 
Crashes: single-car, four; mutual aid given 

to Marlborough and Salem fire departments. 
Medical: sick person, six; cardiac distress, 

two; difficulty breathing, two; lift assist, four; 
fall injury, one; abdominal pain, one; uncon-
scious, one; medical alarm, one; mental disor-
der, three; stroke, one; suicide, one; diabetic 
emergency, two; allergic reaction, one.

CHFD provided mutual aid twice last week – 
once each to Marlborough and Salem – and did 
not receive any mutual aid.

CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 
seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker 
signs are also available to order in blue or green, 
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are 
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., 
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘de-
partments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club is hold-

ing its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday 
during Lent, through and including Good Fri-
day, April 2.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 
nuggets for the kids. All meals include cole-
slaw, coffee and dessert. Cost is $13 for adults 
and $7 for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Take-out 
is encouraged. There will be a limited amount 
of seating at the club, with social distancing. 
The club is located on Old Town Road.

Call 860-537-2593 to order or for more in-
formation.

Scholarship Available
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society is of-

fering a scholarship for Bacon Academy 
graduates.

For an application, students can visit 
their guidance counselor or stop into the 
St. Joseph’s Polish club, 395 S. Main St., 
or download one at www.stjoespolishclub.
com.

All applications must be turned in by 
March 31.

Lions Announce 
Scholarships Available

The Colchester Lions Club invites all Col-
chester residents in their senior year of high 
school to apply for one of several scholarships 
the club awards. 

All students are eligible, no matter which 
public, private, charter or magnet school they 
attend. Home-schooled students are also eligi-
ble. The Lions consider applications from stu-
dents planning to attend any accredited college, 
university or trade school. 

Applications will be available in March 
through the Bacon Academy guidance office, 
and are also at colchesterlions.org. 

Bacon Academy students should submit their 
application to the Bacon Academy guidance 
office. Other students should mail their appli-
cation to Colchester Lions Club, Attn: Scholar-
ship Committee, P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT 
06415. 

Applications must be received by Wednes-
day, March 17.

For more information, email Sue Currie at 
lionsuecurrie@aol.com.

‘Astronomy for Everyone’
Cragin Memorial Library invites all to “As-

tronomy for Everyone: Size & Scale of the 
Universe” on Thursday, March 4, at 6 p.m., via 
Zoom. 

Kevin Manning will lead people on a virtual 
journey throughout the cosmos, describing ce-
lestial objects and how they were formed. Man-
ning is an astronomer, author, and former con-
sultant to NASA. 

The free program is sponsored by the Friends 
of Cragin Memorial Library. To sign up, go to 
tinyurl.com/1ikfr9f6. The library does not re-
cord virtual programs.

For more information, call 860-537-5752.

Republicans
Seek Candidates

In preparation for the Nov. 2 municipal elec-
tion, the Colchester Republican Town Commit-
tee is seeking candidates for town-elected of-
fices. 

For more information, call RTC Chairman 
Art Shilosky at 860-537-1093 or Betty Wagner 
at 860-537-5327.

Drive-Thru
Corned Beef Dinner
This year, the annual St. Joseph Polish 

Club corned beef dinner will be a drive-
thru dinner, on Sunday, March 14. Serv-
ings will be from 1-4 p.m. Pick up din-
ners at the club, 395 S. Main St., or come 
in and socially distance in the club hall. 

Dinner will include corned beef, pota-
toes, carrots, cabbage, and rye bread with 
butter. Tickets are $15 each and are on 
sale only at the club, during normal busi-
ness hours. Call 860-537-2550 for more 
information. The dinner typically sells 
out fast, the club said.

Kindergarten 
Registration 

Kindergarten registration for the upcoming 
2021-2022 school year is now open at the Col-
chester Public Schools website, www.colches-
terct.org. 

Children who turn 5 by Jan. 1, 2022, are eli-
gible to register for the full-day program. Regis-
tration must be completed online. Select the “For 
Families” tab and on the drop down menu click 
on the tab for “Registration and Residency.” Fol-
low the necessary steps outlined on the website. 

You will need to make an appointment with 
the Colchester Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation office once all of the online enrollment 
forms are completed. To do this, call 860-537-
7267. Registration hours are by appointment 
only on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A list of needed documents can 
be found on the website. 

Dean’s List
The following residents made the fall 2020 

Dean’s List at the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology in Rochester, N.Y.:

Connor Henley, who is in the computer en-
gineering program; Chris Gatesman, who is in 
the computational mathematics program; Sam 
Lund, who is in the environmental sustainabil-
ity, health and safety program; Andrew Gates-
man, who is in the mechanical engineering 
program; Aidan Lynch, who is in the chemistry 
program; and Michael Elrod, who is in the me-
chanical engineering program.

Scholarship Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. There 
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in 
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Had-
dam and the RHAM school district. 

There are no restrictions or qualifications; all 
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your 
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.
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Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00-5:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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1860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com

35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Are you a small business or working 

at home due to the pandemic?
Call us to see if we can help, we have smaller and larger 

locations for office rentals in town from $100 a month for 
shared space to $825 for 2-3 offices and reception areas.

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

 I just got back from a wonderful trip 
to Sandals in Jamaica! 

Seamless travel experience,
as airlines and resorts follow 

strict safety protocol. 
Give us a call about your next 

Caribbean vacation! 
Let’s get you back to the beach!
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We offer beef, pork, chicken and
a variety of other local products.

EVANS FARM STAND
157 Oliver Rd. Lebanon, CT • 860-705-0182

Open Saturdays 9am-5pm

Text, call, or reach 

out on our social 

media outlets!
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We specialize in Farm raiSed meatS

Quarter, Half, or Whole Beef Options Are Also Available

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Children’s Programs at Cragin Library 
The following programs are offered for chil-

dren at Cragin Memorial Library. While the li-
brary is currently open, it is not hosting any in-
person programming. Most of these programs 
will be conducted online. For more information, 
call the children’s department at 860-537-7201. 

The library has a list of available craft bags 
at the Children’s Circulation Desk; supplies are 
limited and are on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.

Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. There will be 
book suggestions, baby bounces and more. Of-
ten, activity bags will be available at the chil-
dren’s circulation desk to accompany the vid-
eos.

Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on 
Facebook and YouTube. There will be stories, 
songs and more. A craft will be showcased, and 
bags will be available for pick-up. 

Exploring the Alphabet: Fridays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. Each week, 
explore a new letter of the alphabet, sing songs, 
practice writing and share books. A craft bag 
will accompany each video, bags can be picked 
up on Monday the same week as the video. The 
final video is March 19.

Polar Bear Art Take & Make Craft: Sat-
urday, Feb. 27, all day for all ages. Celebrate 
National Polar Bear Day with this art craft. Pick 
up the bag and create a piece of art.

March Programs: Pie Take & Make Craft 

Bag: Wednesday, March 10. Celebrate “Pi 
Day” with this paper craft.

Foodie Fun: Rainbow Bark: Saturday, 
March 13, 10:30 a.m., for kids and teens. Pick 
up your Take & Make Bag, watch the video on 
Cragin’s social media channels, and enjoy.

St. Patrick’s Day Take & Make Craft Bag: 
Wednesday, March 17, for all ages. 

Puppy Take & Make Craft Bag: Tuesday, 
March 23, for all ages. Celebrate National Pup-
py Day with this craft. 

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, located at 
178 Linwood Ave.

The church offers Eastern Rite Divine servic-
es. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy on 
Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Abundant Life
Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skin-
ner Rd., has announced the following pieces of 
news. For more information, call the church at 
860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. Abun-
dant Life Church is a Christ-follower church 
that believes salvation through Jesus Christ.

Weekly Sunday Service: The church con-
tinues open-door services on Sundays. Facial 
masks while roaming and social distancing 
guidelines are followed, including only allow-
ing fewer than 50 attendees. Sunday School is 
at the church at 9:30 a.m., with the main service 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the church if you 
would like to attend.

The service is also broadcast live on Face-
book, beginning at 10:30 a.m., with a special 
children’s program included. Go to www.face-
book.com/groups/abundantLifeCT or look for 
the church on Facebook. For more information 
or if unable to connect, call the church at 860-
537-3082.

Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a 
group of faithful members at Abundant Life. If 
you are in need of prayer for healing, financial 
issues, troubled family members, life-control-
ling habits, or any other need, call the church 
to be placed on its prayer list. You may also 
ask about the various days and times the prayer 
groups meet and come at that time. 

Board of Education 
Budget Meetings

On Tuesday, March 9, at 6 p.m., Super-
intendent of Schools Jeff Burt will present 
his proposed 2021-22 schools budget to 
the Board of Education. 

The school board will then hold budget 
workshops at 6 p.m. Tuesdays, March 16, 
23 and (if needed) 30. A budget public 
hearing to present the Board of Education 
budget will be held Tuesdays, April 6 and 
May 4, at 6:30 p.m. All meetings and pub-
lic hearings will be on Zoom; log-in info 
will be at www.colchesterct.org.

The budget referendum will be held on 
Thursday, May 27, 2021.

Even in Tough Times, Scholarship Offerings Continue
by Karla Santos 

The COVID-19 pandemic has dealt financial 
blows to many businesses and organizations 
in Colchester, but some still find a way to give 
back.

Carl Guild & Associates, which is a real 
estate agency, the Colchester Business Asso-
ciation (CBA) and the Colchester Lions Club, 
for example, are offering scholarships to local 
students. 

Carl Guild started his scholarship program 
three years ago as a way to give back to the 
communities his business serves. 

Since 2018, Guild has been awarding five 
$1,000 scholarships to high school seniors from 
the towns of Colchester, Portland, East Hamp-
ton, East Haddam and the RHAM district, 
which covers Hebron, Andover and Marlbor-
ough. 

He said with this initiative the response from 
the community has been great.  

“Every year we get amazing qualifications,” 
Guild said. 

A scholarship committee reviews applica-
tions and selects the winners each year. 

Guild said one of the requirements is that 
students have a record of volunteerism in non-
school sponsored activities and participate in 
extra-curricular activities. 

“Our real estate brokerage is very community 
focused because we are helping people buy and 
sell houses in the community so we are very 
much intertwined with the towns that we serve,” 
Guild said. “So as part of that, we want the kids 
to be intertwined with the towns that we serve.” 

He said he also requires applicants’ tran-
scripts and a letter of recommendation. 

For Guild, the scholarship program is all 
about “community spirit and giving back,” he 
said. 

Applications are due on April 1 and can be 
filled out online at www.carlguild.com/scholar-
ship/. Applications are also available through 
the schools’ guidance counselors. 

“We look forward to continuing the tradition 
and maybe even expanding in the future,” Guild 
said. 

Isabella Crowell, a former Bacon Academy 
student, was one of the 2020 winners of Guild’s 
scholarship program. 

She said receiving the award was exciting. 
“It was actually very exciting when I received 

it because that was around the time when the 
pandemic started,” she said. 

Crowell is currently a student at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, studying business ad-
ministration. She said she was fortunate, as she 
also received other scholarships, both locally 
and from the university. She said she used the 
money to help pay for books and dorm supplies 
and toward tuition. 

The Colchester Business Association (CBA) 
also offers an award each year. Ginger Pensa, 
CBA’s scholarship committee chair, said the 
scholarship has been awarded to Bacon Acad-
emy students for more than 14 years. 

The association normally receives between 
12 and 20 applicants and typically gives one 
$1,000 scholarship or two $500 scholarships, 
Pensa said.  

She said the scholarship funds are raised 
through raffles at monthly dinner meetings.  

To qualify for the scholarship, students must 
be seeking an education in business. 

“We don’t require it, but we hope that they 
will come back and service the community and 
be a business within the community, because 
we are a business association,” Pensa said.  

The application also requires students submit 
an essay, which is the scholarship committee 
reviews before selecting a winner. 

The scholarship program honors Loren Mar-
vin and Donald Standish. Mavin, a founding 
member of CBA, was active in the local busi-
ness community and Standish was a community 
volunteer and supporter of the local business 
community.   

Students can pick up the CBA scholarship 
application at the school’s guidance office. The 
deadline to apply is March 17. 

The Colchester Lions Club is also offering 
scholarships this year. 

Greg Barden, spokesman for the Lions Club, 
said the club has been giving away scholarships 
for more than 50 years. 

This year the club is planning to give away 
$4,000 in scholarships to high school seniors, 
but has not decided how it will divide the award. 
In previous years, the Lions have given up to 

$12,000, Barden said. Because of the hardships 
caused by the pandemic, this time around, they 
had to offer a lower amount. 

Barden said the club runs a variety of fund-
raising events each year but because of the pan-
demic restrictions has not been able to hold as 
many events, which has impacted the organiza-
tion’s finances. 

He said the scholarships are an “important” 
part of what the Lions do for the community 

and he is happy they are able to award them 
through the pandemic. 

The Lions Club scholarships are awarded 
based on financial need, academic achievement 
and community service. 

Students must apply to this scholarship by 
March 17. 

To apply for the Lions Club scholarship or 
for more information, visit www.colchesterli 
ons.org/scholarship.html.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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CBSL Spring 
Registration

The Colchester Baseball and Softball 
League has opened spring registration for 
the 2021 season.

To register or for more information, 
visit www.cbsl.org. By using your ac-
count registration from last year, parent 
and player information will not need to be 
re-entered. 

The registration deadline for most age 
groups is March 8. 

Those with questions or concerns about 
the registration process, COVID-19 pre-
cautions, or the league in general, can at-
tend the general league meetings, which 
take place the second Tuesday of each 
month, or contact CBSL via the website. 
Also, those interested in  volunteering for 
a team this spring can contact any board 
member.

 Sold Out Again… The Colchester His-
torical Society is temporarily sold out 
of Images of America: Colchester, the 
Arcadia Publishing book by Gary Walter. 
Book sales at the Colchester History Mu-
seum have been suspended until a reorder 
of books arrives. An announcement will 
be made when book sales resume.

Homeschooling
Resources Available

With the COVID-19 pandemic continu-
ing, the Colchester Board of Education has 
approved a new temporary policy to sup-
port all school-aged children who reside in 
Colchester – regardless of whether they are 
attending the town’s public schools. 

A limited number of educational resourc-
es are now available to homeschooled stu-
dents in grades K-12. Any interested family 
should make a written request for access 
to the resources directed to tldirector@
colchesterct.org, and will need to agree 
to abide by all district terms of use of re-
sources. Home Schooling Policy 6000.1T 
is available on the district website, www.
colchesterct.org. 

Access to, and associated data and pro-
files of, digital resources will end on June 
30 if a student does not re-enroll in Col-
chester Public Schools. If interested in re-
enrolling, visit the website for an updated 
registration process. The school board asks 
people re-enrolling to do so by July 1.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Megan Ashe, Natalie 

Carroll, Rissa Currie, Gabrielle Gamache and 
Ethan Kirkpatrick all made the fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at the University of Maine.

Resident Participates
in Theatre Festival

Colchester resident Jackie Verian was among 
the Eastern Connecticut State University’s the-
atre students and faculty who recently attended 
a virtual version of the Kennedy Center Ameri-
can College Theatre Festival.

At the festival, the students and faculty pre-
sented their work, attended workshops, watched 
productions, listened to keynote speakers and 
attended an award ceremony.

A senior who majors in theatre, Verian earned 
a merit award for her involvement in choreog-
raphy for the play The Brothers Size, which 
was created by Academy Award-winning writer 
Tarell McCraney and directed by ECSU theatre 
professor DeRon Williams.

School Nutrition
Program Update

Through the end of the school year, all stu-
dents and children under the age of 18 can get 
free breakfast and lunch. 

Note: milk is included in every meal; howev-
er, if a student wants to buy just a milk, the cost 
is 65 cents. For those interested in grab-and-go 
meals, which are also free, pick-up is at William 
J. Johnston Middle School from 12:30-1 p.m. 
on in-school learning days and 10-10:30 a.m. 
on distance learning days. 

Grab-and-go meals will not be available on 
days when students do not come to school be-
cause of inclement weather.

Any questions can be directed to Leanne Ra-
nheim, nutrition coordinator, at 860-537-9421 
ext. 381 or lranheim@colchesterct.org. 

Hanna Behlke of Colchester made the fall 
2020 Dean’s List at Cazenovia College in Ca-
zenovia, N.Y.

Behlke is a freshman majoring in equine 
business management, with a minor in mar-
keting. She is the daughter of Christopher and 
Kathleen Behlke and a 2020 graduate of Lyman 
Memorial High School.

***

***
Colchester residents Emily Denker and Anto-

nia Jascowski made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at 
Connecticut College in New London.

Denker, a member of the Class of 2022 
studying German studies and biological sci-
ences, made Honors, and Jascowski, a member 
of the Class of 2021 studying psychology, made 
High Honors.

Colchester residents Gabrielle Blanchard, 
Torrie Fitzpatrick, Meagan Gallacher, Jeremy 
Luizzi, Alexandra Peake and Alexis Petrowsky 
all made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac 
University in Hamden.

***
Jakob Behlke of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Eastern Connecticut State 
University.

Behlke is a sophomore majoring in computer 
science, with a minor in gaming design. He is 
the son of Christopher and Kathleen Behlke 
and a 2019 graduate of Bacon Academy High 
School.

***

***
Colchester residents Madison Bis and Han-

nah Corsa made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at 
American International College in Springfield, 
Mass.

***
Olivia McGuinness of Colchester made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Becker College in 
Worcester, Mass.

McGuinness is pursuing a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in nursing.

***
Colchester resident Hailynn B. Kane made 

the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Husson University 
in Bangor, Maine.

Kane is a sophomore who is currently en-
rolled in Husson’s Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing program.

Sarah Blanchette of Colchester made the fall 
2020 Dean’s List at the University of Florida.

Emma Arbuckle of Colchester made the 
fall 2020 Dean’s List at Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va. She is majoring in writing and 
minoring in Spanish.

***
Morgan Clark of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Boston University’s Col-
lege of Communication. 

***
Lindsay Amor of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Ithaca College in Ithaca, 
N.Y.

***
Colchester residents Sean Baldyga and Cole 

Gustavsen each made the fall 2020 Dean’s List 
at Stonehill College in Easton, Mass.

Baldyga is a member of the Class of 2024, 
and Gustavsen is a member of the Class of 
2023.

***
Rachel Wells of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Endicott College in Bev-
erly, Mass.

***
Colchester residents Torrie Fitzpatrick and 

Alexandra Peake made the fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at Quinnipiac University in Hamden.

Dean’s List

President’s List
Colchester residents Nicholas Tartsinis and 

Chloe Wood made the fall 2020 President’s List 
at Western New England University in Spring-
field, Mass.

Tartsinis is working toward a BA in law and 
society, and Wood is working toward a BSBA 
in accounting.

***
Chelsea Kranc of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Simmons University in 
Boston. 

Kranc is majoring in social work and is a 
member of the class of 2023.
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“Better to build a bridge than a wall.”
  – Elton John
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Retirement & Income Strategies
Estate Strategies • Annuities & Protection Strategies
Business & Retirement Plans • Saving for Education

Member SIPC

11 North Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424
860-365-5746

www.platinumnaturalcbd.co
Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12 - 5pmlnstagram Facebook

follow us for exclusive deals

Wide range of effective products 
available at an affordable price

• CBD Oil
• Tea
• Smokables
• Edibles

• Topicals
• Pet Treats
• Coffee

Soothing, Tasteful & Smooth

10% Off
your purchase
of $30 or more
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Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Open House for 

2021/2022 School Year
March 6th 1-5pm

(by appointment) 

For appointment please call 860-267-2681 or 
email ehnsenrollment@gmail.com you can also visit us at 

www.easthamptonnurseryschool,com

East Hampton Nursery School RE2-19-21

• Openings in the 3 year old Program 
9am - 11:30am tues/Thur 

• 4 year old program 9am - 1pm mon/wed/fri 
• 4 year old 5-day split program

Library Paints Town Red, White and Pink
by Jack Lakowsky

East Hampton Public Library Director Ellen 
Paul recently discovered the versatility of pool 
noodles. 

“We’re probably all crazy people for doing 
this,” said Paul about the library’s upcoming 
town wide Candyland event that will launch on 
Friday, March 12. 

Registration for the event is open now at the 
library’s website.

Families will register to receive from the li-
brary a kit to accompany the game, which will 
include, among other secret surprises, a game 
board that will direct players to each Belltown 
Candyland site: Peppermint Forest, Licorice 
Lagoon, Lollipop Woods and Ice Cream Slopes. 

The final stop will be Candy Castle, which 
happens to share an address with the library. 
The game’s grand prize will be kept secret for 
now, Paul told the Rivereast on Tuesday. Play-
ers and any interested should check the library’s 
Facebook page for a possible kit-unboxing vid-
eo. 

The Village Center gazebo will be Ice Cream 
Slopes. Cranberry Bog on the Air Line Trail 
will be Peppermint Forest. Candied trees will 
grow to make Lollipop Woods at Seamster Park 
and finally, Sears Park will become Licorice 
Lagoon.

All stops will be outside and pandemic-
friendly.

Paul said 350 kits are available, one per fam-
ily. Paul advises reserving quickly, as public in-
terest in the event has been huge. 

A $1000 donation from the Middlesex Com-
munity Foundation funded the project. The 
money had one string attached, Paul said: use it 
for something fun. 

Paul worked with the state Department of 
Transportation, the Department of Energy En-
vironmental Protection (DEEP), as well as local 
public works and parks and recreation officials 
to make sure the game was a go. 

Inclement weather, Paul said, would delay 
the event by a week or so, but added that no 
matter what, the library will sweeten Belltown. 

Paul and library staff channeled their inner 
engineers to bring this game to life. 

“Building this was so much fun,” said Paul. 
“This has been all hands on deck.”

Pool noodles were made into licorice and lol-
lipops and candy canes. Game boards and kits 
and other candy décor had to be crafted. Per-
mits were needed. Paul said innumerable hours 
have been put into this project but said it’s been 
nothing short of a labor of love. 

“This was a joy to plan and execute,” said 
Paul. 

And somewhere in this fray, Paul found time 

to collaborate with local businesses. Village 
Center businesses will offer Candyland players 
special deals. 

Willow, a Main Street gift shop, will offer a 
10% discount to customers with an East Hamp-
ton Candyland game board. Belltown Massage 
will offer free five-minute mini massages to 
players. 

“It was a real community effort to plan this,” 
said Paul. “We’re enormously thrilled.”

Library Advisory Board Chair Amy Ordonez 
said she is immensely proud of library staff for 
their ingenuity and creativity. 

“I can’t wait to bring my kids,” said Ordonez. 
“This will really help stimulate [businesses in] 
the center of town.”

It is worth noting that Ordonez’s own down-
town business, Studio 13, will not offer any spe-
cials during the event. Ordonez said her board 
membership would conflict with doing so.

Ordonez, who has extensive experience in the 
library field, said she has never seen a library 
attempt a project of this scale before. 

Fine-Free? Fine by Me
At the end of January, the East Hampton 

Town Council voted to end fines at the East 
Hampton library, a result library staff were 
overjoyed to hear. 

Ordonez said that since joining the library 
board, eliminating fines has been a personal 
goal. 

“Getting rid of fines completely frees people 
to take part in their library,” said Ordonez. “It’s 
the trend among libraries, and I’m grateful to 
the council for agreeing to that.”

Ordonez said she’s heard patrons say they 
were ashamed to return to the library to pay a 
fine, even if the amount was small by most stan-
dards. 

Paul said no significant revenue will be lost. 
She said the library collected about $1500 in 
fines last year. 

Paul said all fines, past and present, have been 
forgiven and erased from patrons’ accounts. 

“Everyone gets a fresh start,” said Paul. 
This isn’t to say the library lacks any control 

over its inventory, Paul said. Should a patron 
keep an overdue for an unreasonable amount 
of time, beyond about 12 weeks, and does not 
reach out to the library, they can be charged the 
item’s full price. 

“These fines were discouraging people from 
using a resource they pay for with taxes any-
way,” Paul said. 

Paul said eliminating fines also serves the goal 
of making the library as inclusive as possible, 
and helps to ensure all experiences within the 
building, including those of staff, are pleasant. 

The elimination, Paul said, is another com-
ponent of the work started last year when Paul 
sent to the community a comprehensive strate-
gic survey to gauge what people want and need 
from a modern library.

Paul as precedent cited the Chicago Public 
Library’s elimination of fines, adding that it led 
to a 240% increase in returned items. 

“People dug into their couch cushions and 
found those books they forgot about or were 
afraid to return because they didn’t know how 
much the fine would be,” said Paul. 

All considered, cutting fines has both sym-
bolic and practical value, Paul said. 

“We’re taking away that talk about late fees, 
that bit of shame people sometimes feel over 
them,” she said. “Taking that away is a big 
deal.”

Paul had young patrons in mind when ending 
fees as well. 

“I once had to talk to a little kid about a fine 
on their card,” she said. “That’s pretty unpleas-
ant. We don’t want kids walking away thinking 
they were unwanted because they owed a little 
money. It doesn’t set the right tone for a contin-
ued relationship with the library.”

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

continues to be closed, although staff is avail-
able via phone (860-267-4426) and email (se-
niorcenter@easthamptonct.gov) through nor-
mal business hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For the lat-
est information, visit www.easthamptonct.gov/
east-hampton-senior-center. 

Schedules and programs have changed sig-
nificantly. The center is developing virtual 
meetings and programming for those with inter-
net access. In addition, the center has expanded 
its email newsletter and continues to mail out 
monthly newsletters. If not receiving either, call 
the center to receive a copy. 

Online Program Registration: All program 
registration is now at MyActiveCenter.com. 
You will need your key-swipe tag number that 
you scan when you visit the center, as well as 
the phone number and email you used when 
originally registering at the senior center. Once 
registered for MyActiveCenter, you’ll only 
need your email and password to get back in. 
Call the senior center for assistance.

Virtual Lunch Bunch: Every other Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. for an hour, via Zoom. Register 
online. Next date is March 9; musician Hardy 

Hemphill is the guest. 
Live Well Program: Mondays, March 1-29. 

This is a class on living well with, and manag-
ing, chronic conditions. The class is sponsored 
by the Chatham Health District and offered via 
telephone, conference-call style, through the se-
nior center. Contact the senior center for more 
information and to register.

Tai Chi with Tom Series: Thursdays, 10-
10:30 a.m., March 4-April 22. Cost is $40. Reg-
ister at MyactiveCenter.com.

Creative Crafts/Zentangle Zoom: Wednes-
day, March 24, 1-2:30 p.m. Becky Boynton will 
teach about Zentangle, a way to create abstract 
designs by drawing structured patterns. No 
skills are necessary. Register online at Myac-
tiveCenter.com.

Weekly Virtual Events: Register online via 
MyActiveCenter.com. Schedule: Bingo: Tues-
days at 1 p.m.; Writing Our Lives to Open Our 
Hearts: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Register 
online. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. If in-
terested or for more information, including how 
to arrange payment, call 860-267-4426 or email 
jewing@easthampton.gov.

Little League
Registration Open

East Hampton Little League Registration is 
now open. Boys and girls ages 5-13 are wel-
come to play baseball and softball. For more in-
formation, visit www.belltownll.org. For ques-
tions, email ehllpres@gmail.com.
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Call 
Us 

Today

Richard Shonk

TAX SERVICE
860-295-9343

rljshonk@yahoo.com
www.rlsglobalconsultinginc.com
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Dick’s Barber Shop
By Appointment Only

Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189

RE2-19-20

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	&	Weekends
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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School Board Adopts Budget with Slight Increase
by Jack Lakowsky

The Board of Education on Monday voted 
6-1 to approve the district’s 2021-22 budget re-
quest, adding at the meeting a handful of items 
that raised the request by about $4,700. 

This brings the total East Hampton Public 
Schools request to about $3.28 million, an in-
crease of 3.3% over the 2020-’21 budget. 

Republican board member Jim Radavich was 
the sole dissenting vote. 

The board decided to add to the budget sti-
pends for staff overseeing the middle school’s 
Early Act club, a community service club, and 
the middle school and high school’s Mountain 
Biking Club. 

Teachers have been volunteering to conduct 
these clubs. The biking club stipend will be 
$1,600, with the same amount for Early Act, 
according to information from Superintendent 
of East Hampton Schools Paul Smith. 

The board’s third addition was an expansion 
of the Fundations program for a $1500 cost. 
Fundations is a spelling and phonics program 
currently used for grades K-3. If Town Coun-

cil and Board of Finance members approve the 
budget with the additions, Fundations will be 
extended to the district’s pre-school learners. 

The budget will now go to the Town Council 
and Board of Finance for review, with a public 
hearing slated for March 22. 

Radavich explained his “no” vote in a letter 
to the Rivereast. 

Radavich said most of the $1 million increase 
is due to contractual agreements, and mostly 
not for new spending. 

In his letter, Radavich said as a member of 
the district’s contract negotiation committee, he 
will work to “slow or eliminate the increases of 
such contracts where possible.”

Radavich also dissented because he disagrees 
with the superintendent’s plan to use the old 
school board building at 94 Main St., which 
was vacated upon opening of the new town hall 
last year. Radavich said although the expense 
per year is minimal, it “can open the door for 
future [school board] members to repurpose the 
building even further.”

Discussions over the fate of 94 Main, whether 
to have it house the district’s IT department and 
STARS program for special needs adult stu-
dents or to have it released to the private market 
continued at the East Hampton Town Council’s 
Tuesday meeting. 

After extensive discussion, the council voted 
6-1 to approve the school board’s request to use 
both the building and attached storage garage. 

The storage garage is a major reason schools 
want the building. Smith said were they to lose 
this space, they’d be forced to seek a rental unit, 
which can be pricey. 

Council members reasoned that allowing the 
building to be used now is better than letting it 
sit vacant, which would see the historical build-
ing, used as a schoolhouse as far back as 1866, 
deteriorate. 

As to the building’s historical character, 
Smith said other than routine maintenance and 
perhaps the installation of a new sink and fridge 
to support an adult learners culinary train-
ing program no major renovations would take 
place. 

Smith assured the council he would not 
change the guts of the building in any way to 
make it less attractive to buyers.

Council Democratic Chairman Pete Brown, 
Democrat Derek Johnson and Republican Tim 
Feegle all said that allowing the board to use 94 
Main in no way precludes a future sale to the 
private market.

 In fact, Johnson said, because it will be 
maintained, the property will be more market-
able if a buyer is found. 

“We can use it now and sell it later,” Johnson 
said. 

Johnson noted the town’s plans to improve 
water quality and availability to the Village 
Center and downtown area. Waiting until this 

work has at least begun, Johnson said, would 
also make the property more attractive on the 
market. 

Feegle also spoke to the efficacy of the 
STARS program, and the savings this has 
brought to the town because special needs adult 
students no longer need to be outplaced to other 
districts. 

Feegle also said because 94 Main is a historic 
schoolhouse, the board’s use is true to its long-
standing purpose. 

Council Republican Mark Phillhower voted 
against allowing school board use of 94 Main, 
saying he would much rather see it return to the 
tax base. 

Phillhower also asked why, after a more than 
$50 million high school renovation, would the 
board need more space. 

The district, explained Smith, has grown 
even since that project finished. 

Phillhower, along with two East Hampton 
residents who spoke at the meeting, said an 
understanding that 94 Main would be sold was 
reached during the town hall sale process last 
year. 

“That vote last year was so slim,” Phillhower 
said. “If this information was presented [then], 
it would have failed.”

Brown said this was certainly discussed, but 
that talks last year left off with 94 Main’s status 
up in the air. 

“Some people in town wanted us to keep 
it,” said Brown, explaining that residents were 
concerned that a buyer would not want to be 
restricted to keeping the building’s historical 
character. Some, Brown said, feared it would be 
razed altogether. 

“The biggest concern is that the building is 
empty, and unoccupied buildings deteriorate 
quickly,” said Brown. 

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has made the following announcements. For 
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All patrons age 2 and 
up are required to wear masks that cover their 
nose and mouth in the library and observe so-
cial distancing. If unable or unwilling to wear 
a mask, call the library to schedule a curbside 
delivery. 

Stories and Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
via Zoom, for ages 1-5. No registration re-
quired. 

Family Bedtime Stories: Mondays at 6:30 
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This program 
combines stories, songs and literacy activities. 
Siblings, pajamas, and stuffed animal friends 
welcome. No registration required; just drop 
in.  However, you can register online to receive 
weekly reminders for storytime.

Virtual Afterschool Programs: Footprints, 
Fribrarys, and Fundays: The library offers fun 
and educational after school programming for 
children in grades 2-5 on Fridays during the 
school year, and Monday Fundays for middle 
school students on select Mondays. Program-
ming takes place at 4 p.m., and all programs are 
over Zoom. Registration required. The schedule 
is: Footprints, for grades 2-3, March 5, April 9 
and April 30; Fribrary, for grades 4-5, March 19 
and April 23; Monday Fundays, for grades 6-8, 
March 15 and April 19.

Mindful Movements: Thursdays, 10 a.m., 
via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This is an early literacy 
program for child and caregiver that combines 
singing, dancing, and whole body movement. 
Siblings welcome. For weekly reminders and 
recordings, register online.

Library Becomes Candyland: Thanks to a 
donation from the Middlesex Community Foun-
dation and the Peach Pit Foundation, this March 
the library is transforming East Hampton into a 
life-size version of Candyland. Starting March 
12, pick up your Candyland Kit in the library or 
curbside. Inside, find your game board (plus a 

few extra surprises). The game board will guide 
you around town to visit Candy Land-themed 
stops, where you’ll complete challenges and 
answer riddles. Once you’ve completed the 
game, return your game board to the library for 
a chance to win prizes. Registration can be done 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org/candyland.

Cozy Crafts: Wednesdays through March 
17 via Zoom, for grades 2-5. Each week will 
bring a new hands-on arts and crafts project. 
Register for each session to reserve a project 
bag that contains all the supplies you’ll need to 
participate.

Teen Advisory Tuesday: March 23 at 3 p.m., 
for grades 8-12. In this online program, teens 
will plan and create events and programs, and 
provide input to expand the library’s YA/Teen 
collection. Teen Advisory Board requires a 
monthly commitment and participation; upon 
registration you will receive an application and 
agreement to be completed prior to our first 
meeting. Registration and applications are be-
ing taken now.

Adult Programs: Book Club: Via Zoom 
Tuesday, March 16, at 6:30 p.m., or Thursday, 
March 18, at 2 p.m. Hidden Valley Road: In-
side the Mind of an American Family will be 
discussed. Copies are available for check out 
at the circulation desk. Register online for the 
Zoom link.

New England at 400: From Plymouth Rock 
to Present Day: Tuesday, March 23, 6:30 p.m., 
via Zoom. Author Eric D. Lehman will discuss 
his new book, covering four centuries of New 
England history. 

Waiving Fines and Fees: The library will 
waive all fines and fees for the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

E-Books and E-Audiobooks: The library 
currently offers two different eBook and eAu-
dio platforms. Visit the eLibrary tab on the web-
site for more info. 

E-Book Library Cards: Don’t have a li-
brary card and you’re and East Hampton resi-
dent? Sign up on the website for an eBook li-
brary card to access all of the library’s online 
resources.

Children Sought for Preschool Programs
The East Hampton Public School System 

is seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents for pre-
school programs for the 2021-22 school year. A 
half-day and a full-day program will be offered. 

Memorial Elementary School’s half-day Inte-
gration program will be held three times a week 
for 3-year-old students and four times a week 
for 4-year-old students. Due to limited spaces, 
selection for peer models will be determined 
through a lottery process. If selected, peer mod-
els demonstrating age-appropriate skills will be 
assigned by age to either a three-day- or four-
day-a-week schedule (2.5 hours per day).

Memorial’s Smart Start Program will be held 
five full days per week (8:50 a.m.-2:50 p.m.), 
following the East Hampton Public Schools 
calendar. Priority will be given to 4-year-old 
children that meet income guidelines or have 
other factors for consideration. Other appli-
cants, regardless of economic or risk factors, 
will then be selected.

Parents interested in proceeding through the 
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elemen-
tary School, located at 20 Smith St., or East 
Hampton Public Library, located at 105 Main 
St. 

The completed parent interview form, im-
munization form and a proof of residency must 
be returned to Kelly Caruso at the Memorial 
School office no later than March 19. Once 
all three forms are returned, parents will be 
contacted by phone, no later than March 26, 
to schedule a time to bring their child for the 
screening and lottery/selection process.

 Forms received after March 19 will not be 
accepted. 

Police News
2/6: After an investigation into a car-vs.-

guardrail motor vehicle accident on Middle-
town Avenue, wherein the operator left the 
scene, Kathleen Flannery, 65, of 196 East 
Hampton Rd., Marlborough, was arrested and 
charged with failure to obey a stop sign, failure 
to drive right, evading responsibility and oper-
ating under the influence, East Hampton Police 
said. 

2/10: Douglas Deveau, 46, of 15 Minnetonka 
Trl., was arrested and charged with driving un-
der the influence and failure to drive right, po-
lice said.

Also, from  Feb. 8-14, officers responded to 
three medical calls, two motor vehicle crashes 
and eight alarms, and made nine traffic stops, 
police said.

Sponsors Sought for 
Summer Concerts

The Joseph N. Goff House seeks individuals, 
local businesses and organizations to help spon-
sor the annual Joseph N. Goff House Gazebo 
Music Series, which will take place six Thurs-
days this summer at the Center School Gazebo 
in the East Hampton Village Center. 

Sponsors will be listed by donations level in 
promotional materials and posters displayed 
around town and handed out at concerts. Dona-
tions are: Baritone, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, 
$75; Tenor, $50; and Bass, $25. 

The Joseph N. Goff House is a nonprofit or-
ganization and donations are tax-deductible. 
New members to the board are welcome. Call 
860-205-7376 for information. Donations can 
be mailed to The Joseph N. Goff House, c/o 
Melissa Pionzio, 61 Smith St., East Hampton, 
CT 06424. 

Visit goffhouseehct.blogspot.com for up-
dates and band lineup. 
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66, Hebron, CT
HOURS: Sun. 7am-8pm; Mon. 6am-2pm;

Tues. & Wed. 6am-8pm; Thurs. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm 860-228-9375
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Offer good w/ this ad till 3/31/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine

Catering • Salad Bar 
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.comRestaurant & Catering Service

$995Large 1 Item
PIZZA

Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus 

Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!
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Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.

Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

CHOOSE FROM ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING DINNERS:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli Alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna

Chicken Piccata
Chicken Marsala

$3000 Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots
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GunG Ho
Chinese and Japanese Restaurant

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Call (860) 537-3862 
for Reservations & Take Out

36 Main Street, Colchester
— Junction of Rt. 85 & Rt. 16 —

We are located across from the beautiful
Colchester Town Green & next to the Cragin Library.

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm, Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

Vietnamese Noodle Soup (Phở) 
Available Every Day

Call for Take ouT

CoMe CheCk 

uS out!

Things To DoCampagna

RE6-26-20

Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine
Now Open for Inside Dining!

1/2 capacity to ensure safety

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Take-OuT alsO available

Kindergarten 
Registration 

Kindergarten registration packets for 
the 2021-22 school year is available at 
the Memorial School foyer and online 
at www.easthamptonps.org/o/memorial-
school.

To secure a screening appointment, re-
turn all completed registration paperwork 
to the school office or drop box in the foy-
er by Friday, March 26. Memorial School 
is located at 20 Smith St.

A parent information night will be held 
Thursday, May 6, at 6 p.m. Details to fol-
low.

Kindergarten screenings will be held 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. the week of May 24-28.

Knights of
Columbus Raffle

The Knights of Columbus Belltown Council 
6190 is again offering Connecticut State Coun-
cil raffle tickets. 

There are 10 prizes to be awarded. First prize 
is $5,000; second is $3,500; third is $2,000; 
fourth is $1,500; fifth is $1,000; sixth is $600; 
seventh is $500; eighth is $400; ninth is $300 
and 10th is $200.

The drawing will be held Friday, April 30, at 
9 p.m., at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 
Columbus Blvd, Hartford. Ticket holders need 
not be present to win.

Tickets are $10 each and may be purchased 
through any of the Knights members or by call-
ing Bob DeMarchi at 860-267-5978. 

COVID-19
Vaccine Clinic

The Chatham Health District will hold a 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic for people aged 
65 and older on Wednesday, March 17, 
by appointment, at East Hampton High 
School. 

Call the East Hampton Senior Center at 
860-267-4426 for more information or to 
schedule your appointment.

Pot Roast Dinner
The Missions’ Committee of the Second 

Congregational Church of Middle Haddam at 
52 Middle Haddam Rd. is preparing a classic 
pot roast dinner for pick up on Saturday, March 
27, from 2-4 p.m. 

The dinner includes pot roast, potatoes, car-
rots, onions, winter squash, gravy and challah 
bread. It serves 4-6 people and comes in a re-
heatable pan. Cost is $30. 

To reserve dinners, call Betty at 860-214-
5429 or Kathy at 860-510-8102. Deadline for 
reservations is Sunday, March 21.

A percentage of proceeds will be donated to 
the East Hampton Food and Fuel Bank.

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Haddam 
Rd (mailing address: P.O. Box 81) Middle Had-
dam, will not hold in-person Sunday services 
until further notice. Sunday services are at 10 
a.m., and Wednesdays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
there is a service of Holy Eucharist. Both ser-
vices are available on Zoom. 

Christ Church Virtual Sunday School con-
ducts lessons, conversations and activities that 
follow the Gospel appointed for each Sunday. 
The sessions are held at 11 a.m. and are also 
on Zoom. 

The church is collecting Lenten contributions 
to St. Vincent’s School for physically-chal-
lenged children in Port au Prince, Haiti. Contact 
the church for more information.

The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge, the 
Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard oversees Children’s 
Ministry, and Martha Alimi is the music direc-
tor.

For more information or if in need of pastoral 
assistance, call the church at 860-267-0287 or 
visit www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com.

VFW Post 5095 and 
Auxiliary Meeting

VFW Post 5095 Commander Roger Ander-
son and Auxiliary Madame President Kelly 
Ezold will hold their respective separate meet-
ings Wednesday, March 3, at 7 p.m., at the Post 
Home, located at 20 North Maple St.

Anderson will call for nominations of offi-
cers for the ensuing term.

On the agenda will be discussion of upcom-
ing events and renewed activities, as COVID- 
19 guidance has become somewhat relaxed. 

Attendance does require wearing masks and 
adhering to COVID-19 guidelines. All are wel-
come to participate.

Haddam Neck
Covenant Church News 
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd., invites all to Sunday 
Worship at 9 a.m. online at www.facebook.
com/Haddam-Neck-Covenant-Church or in-
person with masks, social distancing and safety 
protocols. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. 

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog from 
Farmer M’s Red Barn to help Cowger explain 
the meaning of the message topic.

Bible Study: Cowger hosts a Zoom study 
entitled “God’s Peace and Prayers” every other 
Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. The foundation of 
the study is the book Armchair Mystic -- How 
Contemplative Prayer Can Bring You Closer to 
God. During Lent, the study group will look at 
various Bible passages and apply the imagina-
tion tool outlined in Armchair Mystic to gain a 
deeper understanding of what is happening in 
the passage.

Call the church office at 860-267-2336 for 
more information. Office hours are 12:30-4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the 

following. For full program descriptions or to 
register, call 860-267-7300 or visit easthamp-
tonrec.com. 

Morning and Afternoon Adventure: Parks 
and Rec.’s before and after school program held 
at Memorial School has availability.

No School ½ Program: Friday, March 12, 9 
a.m.-noon, in the Town Hall community room. 
Fee: $30.

Parents’ Night Out: Friday, March 19, 5-9 
p.m., at the Town Hall community room. For 
students in grades K-7. Fee: $35.

Spring Egg Hunt: Sunday, March 28, 10 
a.m., at the Center School field. Fee is $5, and 
space is very limited due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. Registration required.

Adult and High School Pick-Up Soccer: 

Wednesdays, April 21-May 26, 6:30-7:45 p.m., 
at East Hampton High School, 15 N. Maple St. 
Fee is $40 for the whole session or a  $10 drop-
in fee each week.

Cardio Kickboxing: Mondays, April 26-
June 2, 4:45-5:30 p.m., at the Sears Park ga-
zebo. Fee is $140 for the whole session or a $15 
drop-in fee each week.

NFL Flag Football League: Sundays, April 
18-May 23, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at East Hampton 
Middle School. Fee is $115.

Girls Volleyball Clinic: For grades 6-8. 
Tuesdays, April 20-May 25, at EHMS. Fee: 
$100. 

Golf Tourney Save the Date: The Seamster 
Park Golf Tourament will take place Thursday, 
Sept. 2, with a 10 a.m. shotgun start, at the 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron.

Beginner 
Bellringer Preschool

East Hampton High School’s Beginner Bell-
ringer Preschool Program is now taking appli-
cations for the 2021 school year. Parents may 
have a preschool application sent to them by 
contacting Kasey Tortora at ktortora@east-
hamptonct.org. All applications must be re-
ceived by March 31. 

This year, there will be sessions of preschool 
with a distant learning option, and a maximum 
of 12 preschool students. The schedule is three 
afternoons per week (Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays). The preschool is open to 3- to 
5-year-olds (as of Jan. 1). In some cases, the 
school will accept older 2-year-olds.

The preschool program will begin in March 
and end in May. There is a materials cost of 
$200 per student. Enrollment is limited. Appli-
cations will be selected on a first-come, first-
served basis. All children must be toilet-trained. 
For more information, contact Tortora.

All preschoolers must present completed 
documentation of a current physical and ad-
equate immunizations before the start of the 
program.

Antique Appraisal Day
The Chatham Historical Society will host its 

25th annual Antique Appraisal Day Saturday, 
March 20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the new Town 
Hall at 1 Community Drive. 

There will be four appraisers – two in person 
and two virtual. Verbal appraisals will be given 
on furniture, artwork, glassware, china, musi-
cal instruments, military pieces, dolls, jewelry, 
quilts as well as European, Asian, and Island 
items, and more. 

There is a suggested donation of $6 per item 
for this event. This is a fundraiser for the contin-
ual upkeep of the society’s two museum build-
ings and 1840 one-room schoolhouse on Bevin 
Boulevard. The COVID-19 pandemic had 
canceled all previous society fundraisers and 
events going back to last March. Tax-deductible 
donations to the Chatham Historical Society, a 
non-profit 501c3 entity, can also be made at this 
event.

Masks are required and seating will be set up, 
with six feet between each person. For more in-
formation, call 860-267-8953.

Visit chathamhistoricalct.org or the Chatham 
Historical Society’s Facebook page right before 
the event, for word of any possible cancellation.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Ryan Arndt, Shelby 

Gancarz, Noah Gibson, Harley-Marie Lyford, 
Jason Marshall, Cole Olson and Sean Svalestad 
all made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at the Univer-
sity of Hartford.

Grant Applications
Due in April

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects designed to enrich 
residents’ lives through the arts. Deadline to ap-
ply is April 1.

There are two $500 grants available. Grants 
will be awarded to East Hampton individuals or 
organizations the commission determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/
or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success, and the organization’s or 
project’s accessibility and service to the East 
Hampton community. 

Grant recipients must credit the East Hamp-
ton Arts and Culture Commission on all press 
releases, posters, print advertising and pro-
grams. 

An interview may be requested of the candi-
date prior to awarding the grant. A progress up-
date will be required six months after the award 
date, with a final report required one year after 
the award date.

Visit www.artsforeasthamptonct.org for ap-
plications; mail them to Town Manager’s Office, 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or email to arts@easthamptonct.org.

Honors List
East Hampton residents Samuel Laraia and 

Rebecca White made the spring 2020 Honors 
List at Fairleigh Dickinson University’s Flor-
ham campus, located in Madison, N.J.

Dean’s List
Evan Selger of East Hampton made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, N.Y.

Selger is in the electrical engineering tech-
nology program.

President’s List
Lindsay Orbann of East Hampton made the 

fall 2020 President’s List at Western New Eng-
land University in Springfield, Mass.

Orbann is working toward a degree in busi-
ness.



Page 20 NEWS BULLETIN • February 26, 2021

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE2-19-21

Delicious Lunch Specials Daily!

Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!
Spinach Potato & Cheese

Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese
with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Serving BreakfaSt, lunch & dinner

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.comHours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
For Men, WoMen And CHildren

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
Services By Appointments Only
— including same-day appointments —
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SEAMLESS GUTTERS
WENEEDGUTTERS.COM 860.563.8820
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FREE ESTIMATES
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection

Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!
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 Please Call Joe Wroblewski
FOR A FREE, No Obligation Consultation

860-372-4967

We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Dental Plans for Medicare Eligible Individuals
Call Joe For a Free Quote

Joe Wroblewski:
Helping people in the
area for over 20 years

Turning 65? Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans • Medigap Supplements
Advantage Plans...Please Call Joe

185 SilaS Deane Hwy.
wetHerSfielD, Ct

Richmond Library News & Notes
The Richmond Memorial Library building, 

located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but 
there are many services still being offered. For 
more information, call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Library2Go Curbside Pickup: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Library2Go Take & Make Kits: Kids ages 
4-10 can pick up a kit with instructions and ma-
terials to make a braided polar animal heart. Pa-
rental supervision and/or help may be needed. 
Available while supplies last. 

Young Chefs Winter Series: Friday, Feb. 
26, 5:30 p.m., for ages 8 and up. Learn to make 
sweet potato gnocchi. Space is limited; email 
richmondprograms@gmail.com to register.

Storytimes: Children ages 2-3 can meet vir-
tually at 10 a.m. Mondays, March 8, 22 and 
April 12. Children ages 3-5 can meet virtually 
at 10 a.m. Fridays, March 12, 26 and April 9. 
Email richmondprograms@gmail.com to reg-
ister.

Exploring American Lighthouses: Thurs-
day, March 11, 7 p.m., via Zoom. John Mann, 
lead docent at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse and 
Museum in Ponce Inlet, Fla., will discuss the 
12 American lighthouses that have been desig-
nated as national historical landmarks since the 
1930s, and then delve further into the Ponce 
Inlet Lighthouse itself. Email the library to reg-
ister.

Financial Wellness Wednesday: Wednes-
day, March 17, 6 p.m., via Zoom. Rebecca Mill-
er from the Financial Awareness Foundation 
will discuss retirement income planning. Learn 
how to address common risks in retirement and 

create a successful income plan. Email the li-
brary to register.

Shaker Song and Dance: The Hancock 
Shaker Village will present this virtual program 
for adults Thursday, March 25, at 7 p.m. Did 
you know that the Shakers (or “shaking Quak-
ers”) got their name from the ecstatic spiritual 
movement that characterized their early forms 
of worship? They also were prolific songwrit-
ers, creating more than 20,000 songs, about 
half of which exist today, including the famous 
“Simple Gifts.” Music and dance vitalized their 
spiritual selves. In this participatory program, 
examples of Shaker songs will be shared, and 
one or two “laboring” songs will be taught, with 
motions that express Shaker values of unity, hu-
mility, and peace. Email richmondprograms@
gmail.com to register. 

Morning Book Club: Held virtually the sec-
ond Thursday of each month, from 10-11 am. 
On March 11, Life After Life by Kate Atkinson 
will be discussed. Copies of the book may be 
picked up at the library via curbside pickup.

Book Drop: The book drop is open. Items 
are quarantined for three days (72 hours) before 
being checked in. Overdue fines are not accru-
ing at this time. 

Curbside Printing: Email a JPEG, DOC, 
or PDF to richmondprograms@gmail.com and 
staff will print it for you. Standard printing 
charges still apply; the first two pages are free, 
then 25 cents per black and white page and 50 
cents per color page. Exact change must be put 
in a sealed envelope with your name on it and 
left in the library book drop. Staff will contact 
you when the item is available for pick-up. Al-
low up to one full business day.

Preschool Lottery 
Applications

All public school systems in Connecticut are 
responsible for the identification of children 
who may be eligible to receive special educa-
tion services. The Early Childhood team at 
Marlborough Elementary School is accepting 
applications for current resident children inter-
ested in its peer model lottery for the 2021-22 
school year.

Eligible children must be at least 3 years old 
by Sept. 1, and parents/guardians must com-
plete and return a questionnaire no later than 
Friday, March 26. Children identified as kinder-
garten eligible (those turning 5 by Dec. 31) are 
not eligible to be peer models for the coming 
school year.

Call Marcy Spellman at 860-295-6236 for a 
screening packet or more information.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary 
School in Marlborough will accept registration 
packets for kindergarten students for the 2021-
22 school year Wednesday, March 3, from 9-11 
a.m., 1-2 p.m., and 5-6:30 p.m.; and Thursday, 
March 4, from 9-11 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.

Due to current COVID-19 protocol, all com-
pleted kindergarten packets should be dropped 
off at the school’s main office located at 25 
School Drive. 

Children are eligible for kindergarten if they 
will be 5 years old by Jan. 1, 2022. Registration 
packets have been sent home to prospective kin-
dergarteners. If you have an eligible child and 
have not received a registration packet, please 
contact the school office at 860-295-6220. 

If you receive a registration packet and do not 
plan to enroll your child, you are asked to notify 
the school as soon as possible.

Lions to Raffle Kayak
The Marlborough Lions Club is raffling off 

a new kayak and a one-year rental of a kayak 
rack at Marlborough’s Blish Park. The use of 
the rack at Blish Park is limited to Marlborough 
residents, but the raffle for the kayak is open to 
everyone. 

Raffle tickets are $20 each and will be sold at 
various locations March 1-April 30, or can be 
purchased from Marlborough Lions Club mem-
bers. The raffle drawing will take place at Blish 
Park at noon Saturday, May 1. You do not need 
to be present to win.

The Marlborough Lions support local ser-
vices such as the Marlborough Food and Fuel 
Banks and provide such services as an annual 
vision screening of children at Marlborough’s 
elementary school.

For more information and to purchase raffle 
tickets, call Lions Club Chairman Megan Lloyd 
at 413-687-5537 or Lions Tom Reiser at 860-
295-8374 or Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

Arts Center
Preparing for Tag Sale

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 
Main St., is planning its annual tag sale for as 
soon as COVID-19 restrictions will allow. In 
preparation, in February it is accepting dona-
tions of household goods and other tag sale 
items, Saturdays from 10 a.m.-noon. 

No books, TVs, or clothing are accepted.
Donations may be left at the lower level of 

the center, next to the door.

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Nathan Green, Marisa 

Lee and Amanda Rudder made the fall 2020 
Dean’s List at the University of Hartford.

***
Michael William Dziatko of Marlborough 

made the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Norwich Uni-
versity in Northfield, VT.

***
Samantha Bodey of Marlborough made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Western New England 
University in Springfield, Mass.

Bodey is working toward a BSBA degree in 
business analytics and information manage-
ment.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous
	 	 felines,	and	some	pretty	special
	 	 humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available 
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield 
  facilities	–	Dogs:	walking;
	 	 clean	&	feed;	socialization

Volunteer.	
The	Benefits	Are
Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 
or	visit www.poainc.org

	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Your Ad
Should Be

Here!
CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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Your Medicare Solution Specialist!

Servicing & Assisting Seniors
for over 25 years

Turning 65?
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Us Today!
7 Dickinson Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350
www.medicareinfo-ct.com

FREE MEDICAID
GUIDANCE WEBINAR
A Virtual Discussion on Long-Term Planning

Hosted by:
Marlborough Health and
Rehabilitation Center &
Colebrook Village at Hebron

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2021
3:00pm to 4:00pm

Presented by:
Senior Planning Services

To Register, Contact Either:
Allison Schmauder
860-295-9531
aschmauder@nathealthcare.com

or Laura Wheatley
860-801-1114
LWheatley@colebrookvillage.com

TOPICS COVERED INCLUDE:
• Medicaid Eligibility Criteria
• Review of Required Documentation
• Medicaid Allowable Expenses
• Spousal Allowances

RE2-26-21

UNABLE TO ATTEND?
Call Senior Planning Services
for a free Medicaid consultation at

T  1.855.S.PLANNING (775.2664)
F  1.855.SPS.FAXES (777.3293)
w  WWW.SENIORPLANNING.COM

Senior Planning Services is the leading Medicaid 
application company in the healthcare industry. They 
have earned a stellar reputation by successfully guiding 
thousands of individuals through the complex Medicaid pro-
cess. They handle the entire process, including gathering the 
paperwork, reviewing and preparing the financials, and 
submitting the application to the Medicaid office. Senior 
Planning Services grants residents and their  families the 
peace of mind and support they deserve.

RE3-20-20

Kitchen 
and Bath 
Renovation

Decks  Garages Basements
Additions Window/Door Replacement
Siding Snow Removal

Licensed & Insured

www.rlscarpentryllc.com

860-295-8443

Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447
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Kristee at Good Hair Day
offering haircuts for men and boys

Book online at
www.kristeeatgoodhairday.com

or call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

Men’s cut $19 Military, First 
Responders

& Seniors $16Kids $16
14 & under

Letter writers are encouraged to email 
their letters of 300 words or less to bulletin@ 
glcitizen.com. Letters submitted without a 
contact phone number will not be published.

E-Mail Letters

Blood Drive
There will be an American Red Cross 

Blood Drive Thursday, March 4, from 1-6 
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center, 17 
School Drive.

To make an appointment, download the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or enable the Blood Do-
nor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

Congregational Church News
The Sunday worship service at Marlborough 

Congregational Church is livestreamed every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. through the church website, 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org, and follows the usual 
order of Sunday worship. 

Regular participants include church pastor 
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski, 
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians 
and participants from the church and commu-
nity. A Message for the Children by Christian 
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson 
is given immediately following the worship ser-
vice. 

Sunday services are recorded and available 
for viewing on the church website later that 
same day. All previous worship services can be 
viewed through the webpage. The Feb. 28 wor-
ship service will be led by Pastoral Intern Val 
Seaver.

Mission-giving through March will go to 
Marlborough Food Bank. To donate, make 
your check payable to MCC, note “First Quar-

ter Missions,” and mail it to the church at P.O. 
Box 57, Marlborough. The Senior High Youth 
Group sponsors the Drive-Thru Café, now held 
twice monthly. Donations to the group for this 
project may be made through the church; note 
‘Drive-Thru Café.’ 

A Wednesday evening Lenten program is 
held each week via Zoom. Call the church of-
fice for more information.

Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church 
office at 860-295-9050.

All students in grades 5-7 are invited to Ju-
nior Youth Group. For more information, con-
tact Gwen Lawson at gwendolynn78@yahoo.
com.

Amazon Smile donates .5% of purchases 
back to the church when you sign in using 
smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1038392. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning 
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New 
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203. Parks and Rec. advises people not to wait 
until the last minute to register, as the program 
may be canceled if minimum registration is not 
fulfilled by a certain date. 

Youth Programs: Kids Intro to Machine 
Sewing 101: Thursdays, March 11-April 1, 
5:30-7 p.m., for ages 8-18. Class instruction is 
virtual. Kids will learn the basics of machine 
operation, sewing basics seams, hems, elastic 
application and more. Materials will be deliv-
ered. All participants must have their own sew-
ing machine. Fee: $103/residents, $108/non-
residents. 

Kids Sewing - Kids Bunny Slippers: Mon-
day, March 29, 3:15-4:30 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center, for grades 4-8. Kids will create 
fleece booties complete with bunny ears. Each 
participant will take home their projects. All 
supplies are included. Fee: $38/residents, $43/
non-residents. 

Kids Easter Candy Workshop: Tuesday, 
March 30, 3:15-4:15, at Marlborough Senior 
Center, for grades 4-8. Kids will temper choc-

olate to make Easter bunnies and other treats. 
Fee: $28/residents, $33/non-residents.

Kids Private Virtual Sewing: Days, nights 
and weekends are available. Fee is $48 for a 
90-minute session.

Adult Programs: Private Virtual Sewing: 
Days, nights and weekends are available. Fee is 
$48 for a 90-minute session.

Barre/Pilates: Choose Mondays, March 
1-29, from 5:30-6:15 p.m., or Wednesdays, 
March 3-31, from 6-6:45 p.m. Fee: $50/resi-
dent, or a $15 drop-in fee each week. Class in-
struction is virtual.

Yoga: Choose Mondays, March 1-29, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m., or Tuesdays, March 2-30, from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Fee: $50/resident, or a $15 
drop-in fee each week. Class instruction is vir-
tual.

Zumba: Thursdays through March 25, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Fire Station No. 2, or virtually if 
preferred. Drop-in fee each week is $10. 

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. The Rev. Thomas 
J. Sas is pastor, John McKaig is deacon and the 
pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. The church 
office can be reached at 860-295-0001 or. For 
more information, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or 
look for the church on Facebook (Saint John 
Fisher Roman Catholic Church) or Twitter (@
StJohnFisher_CT). 

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 
a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks required. A max-
imum of 44 parishioners is able to attend each 
Mass; pre-registration required (on the church 
website via a live link available Thursday morn-
ings). Contact the parish office with questions. 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday and Thursday at 
8:30 a.m. Appropriate spatial distancing and use 
of masks are required and disinfectants will be 
provided.

Online Mass: Each weekend’s Mass is also 
available on the parish website, starting at 4 p.m. 
Saturdays. 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Face-to-face office visits are 
limited due to COVID-19 regulations. Call be-
fore heading over or connect via the phone. 

Youth Faith Formation Programs: There 
are currently virtual classes and continued out-
reach; grades 1-8 should contact Faith Formation 
Coordinator Theresa Brysgel at 860-830-2194 
or tbrysgel@stjfchurch.org, and Confirmation 

Grades 9-10 should contact Confirmation Direc-
tor Jen O’Neill at oneill.jen@comcast.net. 

Youth Group and Youth Leadership “Teen 
Emmaus”: High school students continue vir-
tual meetings and connections. Contact O’Neill 
for information. 

Adult Faith Formation: Contact O’Neill for 
information on program offerings and virtual op-
portunities. 

RCIA and Adult Confirmation Programs: 
For more information, contact RCIA Coordi-
nator James Castellani at jcast@stjfisher.org or 
860-295-9904.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. Appropriate spatial distancing 
and use of masks are required and disinfectants 
will be provided.
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Democrats Hope to Move Elections to November
by Sloan Brewster

The Andover Democratic Town Committee 
wants local municipal elections to take place in 
November.

At the Feb. 11 Board of Selectmen meet-
ing Brian Briggs, a member of the Democratic 
Town Committee [DTC], made a request to add 
the proposal to change the elections from May 
to November to a referendum ballot due to low 
voter turnout. 

“Some of the voters aren’t voting [in May], 
so we would like to put it on the ballot and see if 
people are interested in changing it,” he said. “It 
would save us money and it would have more 
people turn out.”

This year’s May election will not include 
candidates for the Board of Selectmen but three 
positions on the Board of Education will be up 
for election, First Selectman Jeff Maguire said.

Andover, according to Town Administrator 
Eric Anderson, is governed by charter, which 
specifies that elections must take place in May.   

“At one time there were a lot more towns 
that did May elections but most towns have 
switched to fall elections,” he said.

According to a letter to selectmen by the 
DTC, Andover is among just four Connecticut 
towns – Union, Bethany and Woodbridge are 
the others – that hold elections in May. 

“May elections are costly, unnecessary, and 
turnout is nominal,” the letter reads. 

According to the letter, it costs the town 
$3,000 to run elections each May. In 2019, 531 
people, or 24% of the town’s approximately 

2,200 registered voters, showed up at the polls. 
In 2017, the number was even lower with only 
203, or 9%, making their way to the polls. 

However, 2015 saw a relatively high turnout 
of 999 people, or 45% of voters. Statewide vot-
er turnout from the November municipal elec-
tions that year averaged 33%.

Anderson, in a phone call Wednesday, said 
there has been talk about changing to Novem-
ber elections “off and on for many years.”

The process to make the change is spelled 
out in the town charter and must be done via 
charter revision, “which is not a short process,” 
Anderson said.

It would start with the Board of Selectmen 
empowering a Charter Revision Commission. 
That commission would report back to select-
men with recommendations on what changes to 
make in the charter and selectmen would accept 
the recommendations or ask the commissions to 
revisit the charter once again. 

If the board decides it agrees with proposed 
changes, they would be put before voters to 
make the final decision.

“If you have any chance of it passing, you 
would have to do it with a general election,” 
Anderson said. “Best at a presidential election, 
so you get the widest turnout but you might be 
able to do in one of the wider elections in No-

vember.”
Anderson suggested to selectmen that the 

town include a non-binding question in the next 
May election, asking people if they are in favor 
of changing to fall elections and then look at 
the charter.

Town Attorney Dennis O’Brien concurred 
and echoed the DTC, stating that turnouts in 
May elections “are pretty poor.”

“What Eric said is absolutely accurate; it’s a 
charter matter,” he said. “In order to change that 
you would need a charter revision.”

O’Brien said it was on ballot 10 years ago 
and failed, along with the rest of the proposed 
charter revisions.

He said the matter could be added to the bal-
lot in time for the 2022 state election.

Vice First Selectman Adrian Mandeville said 
there has been lots of discussion about switch-
ing elections but that some people are less keen 
on the idea because they don’t think local poli-
ticians running for election during bigger elec-
tions will get as much coverage in the newspa-
per as the higher profile candidates will.

The DTC addressed that concern in its letter.

“It is the thought that May elections give us 
more exposure in the local paper and therefore 
more turnout,” the letter reads “Based on the 
numbers received from our registrars, this as-
sertion does not stand up. With respect to the is-
sue of letters to the editor, letters will be posted 
no matter what the month. People concerned 
about local elections will seek out any letters 
about candidates even in a busy month.”

The letter went on to call May elections “an 
obsolete rule” with has no advantage to the 
town and that it “just depletes our funds.”

Maguire said he did not recommend putting 
the question on the May ballot but would pre-
fer to see it in November, when the total com-
munity is represented with a larger turnout with 
people with lot of different views.

“Personally I sit there and think, you know 
out of a lot of things that have been going on 
right now, I may not agree with all of them,” he 
said. “But that’s one I agree with is a November 
election would be better for our community. It 
would cut down on expenses and it would make 
things a little bit simpler.”

Mandeville agreed.

Preschool Screening
The Andover Board of Education, through 

the Andover Elementary School Early Learning 
Center, will hold a screening Friday, March 5, 
for children that reside in Andover and are 3 or 
4 years old.

The screening will be held differently this 
school year due to the ongoing pandemic. 
School staff will send home an age–appropri-
ate questionnaire for parents to fill out about 
their children. The questions are in the areas 
of speech, language, cognitive, and motor de-
velopment. Parents will then receive informa-
tion which will assist in fostering their child’s 
growth, if needed.

If interested in having your child screened, 
contact the director of special education at 860-
742-7339 or at maioranoh@andoverelemen-
taryct.org to request an ASQ-3 questionnaire.

There will be another screening Friday, May 
14.

Preschool Openings
Andover Elementary School Early Learning 

Center is accepting applications for preschool 
students for the 2021-22 school year. 

Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available. Children 
who will be 3 on or before Dec. 31, 2021, are 
eligible to attend. The learning center receives 
funding for reduced tuition rates from two state 
grants: The School Readiness Grant and The 
Smart Start Grant.

Call Principal John Briody for more informa-
tion at 860-742-7339. For registration packets, 
call the school office at 860-742-7339 or down-
load one from www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Andover Elementary School is registering 
kindergarten students for the 2021-22 school 
year. The kindergarten program is full-day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on 
or before Dec. 31 can call the school office at 
860-742-7339 to obtain a registration packet, or 
download it at www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.

School Board Vacancy
Any Andover elector interested in serv-

ing on the Andover Board of Education for 
a term ending June 30 should send a letter 
of interest to: 

Andover Board of Education Vacancy, 
17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232.

Dean’s List
Miranda Olbrias of Andover made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the University of Hartford.

Get to Know the Library
To celebrate National Library Lovers Month, 

the Andover Public Library will host a virtual 
“Get To Know Us!” tour via Zoom Wednesday, 
March 3, at 4:30 p.m.

The program will be hosted by children’s 
programmer Cathy Campen, with assistance 
from library director Amy Orlomoski. The pro-
gram will cover a little bit about the library’s 
history, as well as where you can find things, 
how to get a library card, and the various ser-
vices the library offers for the public...even dur-
ing a pandemic. 

To attend, visit Zoom.com and click on “Join 
a Program.” The meeting ID is 828 5891 1137 
and the passcode is 994033.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following news items have been an-

nounced for Andover seniors.
COVID-19 Vaccinations: Shots now avail-

able for Andover seniors age 75 and over. Call 
877-918-2224 and register to receive your vac-
cine shot. If you will need a ride, call senior co-
ordinator Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122.

Rides to Medical Appointments: Call Pala-
zzi to reserve a ride. All seniors, veterans, and 
ADA individuals are welcome. Masks must be 
worn in the van; if you have a caregiver that per-
son may come with you. Temperatures will be 
taken by the driver.

Shopping: The bus picks people up at home 
and takes them to Manchester for shopping on 
Tuesdays at 7 a.m. Masks must be worn and 

temperatures will be taken by driver before cli-
ents can access the bus. Call Palazzi for a ride.

Foodshare/Food Pantry: Municipal Agent 
Roberta Dougherty calls seniors on Fridays to 
see if they would like Foodshare or the food 
pantry delivered. All deliveries will be made 
by senior transportation drivers. Food will be 
placed outside the senior’s door. 

No Other Activities: No other senior activi-
ties will start until further notice. This includes: 
movies, exercise programs, drumming classes, 
and Young at Heart meetings. No trips will be 
available until there is approval from Town 
Administrator Eric Anderson and the Board of 
Selectmen.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 

located at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through the 
Narthex. Masks and social distancing are re-
quired. If you don’t have a mask, a mask will 
be given to you. Sunday School for children 
is provided.

The service also streams live on the 
church’s Facebook page (First Congregation-
al Church, Andover, CT). For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Bible Study: Tuesdays at 11 a.m., both via 
Zoom and in person at the church (observ-
ing CDC guidelines regarding social distanc-
ing and masks). If interested in attending via 

Zoom, call the church and leave a message 
and church pastor the Rev. Rose Nilson will 
send you the meeting link. 

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines are 
observed and masks are required. 

Foodshare Van: Comes to the church ev-
ery other Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m.; it will 
next be there March 3.

Sonshine Stampers: This group meets 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. at the church to make 
greeting cards. All are invited. Masks and so-
cial distancing required.

Walk-In/Preorder Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner: Friday, March 12, from 
5:30-7 p.m. Preorder at 860-742-7696. Des-
sert and beverage included. Cost is $12.
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RHAM Youth Lacrosse
Spring Registration Now Open
RHAM Youth Lacrosse registration is now open for
our 2021 spring season. We offer programs for both 

boys and girls in grades K-8. Visit our website
www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com for more

information and to sign up for our spring season.
RHAM Youth Lacrosse is open to players that reside in 
Hebron, Marlborough, Andover and other local towns 

that do not offer a youth lacrosse program. 
Looking forward to seeing our players back 

out on the field this spring! Feel free to email 
any questions to ascibek@gmail.com.

AHM News & Notes
AHM Youth and Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-
9488 ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

 Ear Acupressure Workshop: Wednesday, 
March 10, 7-7:45 p.m., via Zoom. Joe Pandolfo, 
a NADA detoxification specialist, will discuss 
5-Point NADA protocol, history of this ancient 
Chinese practice, how it soothes the nervous 
system and helps the body detox. In addition, 
there will be a demonstration of proper ear seed-
ing technique. Cost is $5 per person. To register, 
visit www.ahmyouth.org, click on “menu,” and 
select Health Matters from the list of programs 
and services. This workshop is funded by a 
grant from the Cigna Foundation.

CHOREs Program Getting Ready for 
Spring: AHM is accepting applications from 
teens ages 14-18 from Andover, Hebron and 
Marlborough to participate in this program. 
Teens will earn $12 per billable hour and will 
work up to two hours per job at a senior citizen’s 

home; due to COVID-19, only jobs outside the 
home will be scheduled until further notice. 
Visit ahmyouth.org, click on “menu” and select 
CHOREs from the list of offerings. If you are a 
senior citizen 60+ years and this program is of 
interest, contact your town’s senior center.

Health Matters Free Self-Care Video Li-
brary: This collection includes fitness and nu-
trition videos (Mission Wellness of Colchester), 
sketching tips and techniques (Beverly Fisher 
of RHAM High School), yoga flow and medita-
tion (Anna GLOWacki Yoga), core fusion (Don-
ne Bellmore of Wildflower Fitness) and as a bo-
nus an opportunity to join a weekly live Zumba 
Fitness class via Zoom (Tressa Giordano). This 
video library is available to residents of all ages 
in the towns of Andover, Hebron, Marlborough 
and Columbia. As a special exception, due to 
the global health crisis, AHM is welcoming 
surrounding towns as well. To view the library, 
visit www.ahmyouth.org, click on “menu,” and 
select Health Matters from the list of offerings. 

Scholarship Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. There 
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in 
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Had-
dam and the RHAM school district. 

There are no restrictions or qualifications; all 
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your 
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

Project Graduation 
Planning Underway

Parents of RHAM High School juniors and 
seniors are invited to join AHM Youth and Fam-
ily Services’ Project Graduation Committee, as 
it begins planning for this year’s celebration.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org, 
click on “menu” and select “Project Gradua-
tion,” or contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-9488 
ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

AHM Offering 
Developmental Screenings

AHM Youth and Family Services is offering  
free developmental screenings for all families 
with children ages 4 months-5 years in Ando-
ver, Hebron, Marlborough and Columbia.

Using the questionnaire “Ages and Stages,” 
children will be asked some questions and per-
form a series of activities to check on their de-
velopment in different areas.

Screenings take about an hour and are com-
pleted with parent/caregiver and child present. 
Screenings will be done at Gilead Hill School 
in the Family Resource Center by appointment, 
with proper COVID-19 precautions taken. 

Contact Jahnna Sieckowski at jahnnas@ah-
myouth.org or Becky Murray at beckym@ahn-
myouth.org for more information.

AHM Creative Kids 
Readers Theater

AHM Youth and Family Services has kicked 
off another season of theater for kids in grades 
K-6 living in Andover, Columbia, Hebron and 
Marlborough.

AHM and Playhouse Theater Academy of 
West Hartford will offer six weeks of theater 
entitled Creative Kids. The six sessions will be 
offered virtually through Zoom on Tuesdays, 
March 2-April 6, from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Cost for 
all six sessions is $75/student. Scholarships are 
available through AHM’s Colleen Keenan Me-
morial Fund for families experiencing financial 
hardship.

The six-week theater experience will explore 
storytelling by encouraging each participant 
to create their own play based on a children’s 
book. Workshop exercises and games will focus 
on acting, storytelling, puppetry, and character 
building. On the final day of the series, partici-
pants will have the opportunity to share what 
they have learned with family and friends.

To register, visit ahmyouth.org/2021-virtual-
theater-program-registration.

Youth Baseball 
Registration

RHAM Youth Baseball spring 2021 registra-
tion is still open. Boys and girls ages 5-12 are 
eligible. 

To register, visit www.rhamyouthbaseball.
com and click ‘registration.’
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Tri-County Baseball 
Registration 

Registration is now open for the Tri-County 
Baseball spring and summer programs for play-
ers aged 13-19 (as of April 30, 2021).

Registration for the 2021 spring recreational 
season runs through March 15. Spring pro-
grams include a 13-14-year-old division and 
a 15-18-year-old division against teams from 
Glastonbury. Games will start in late April and 
run through the beginning of June, and will be 
played at West Road Field in Marlborough and 
Glastonbury fields.

Summer registration ends Thursday, March 
25. Teams will play in the Kokinis Baseball 
League (www.kokinisbaseball.com) against 
teams from the greater Hartford area. Divisions 
include a 13-year-old Prep, a 14-15-year-old 
Junior, and a 16-19-year-old Senior. This is a 
competitive league, with teams playing a 16-
game schedule plus single-elimination playoffs. 
Games start June 7 and run through the end of 
July. The championship games will be played 
on July 31 and Aug. 1 at New Britain Stadium.

To ensure the safety of players, coaches and 
families, Tri-County Baseball will continue 
to follow federal, state and local health board 
guidelines and learned best practices. 

To register for both programs, visit tricoun-
tybaberuthct.org and click “register now.” 

For more information on any of the programs, 
contact Chris Caputo, president of Tri-County 
Baseball, at c.caputo@comcast.net.

HAMR Softball
Spring Registration

Early bird registration for HAMR Soft-
ball ends Sunday.

HAMR Softball is a non-profit, fast-
pitch Little League softball league, for 
girls age 5-14 from Hebron, Andover and 
Marlborough. It offers several divisions, 
open to all girls, including T-Ball, Rook-
ies, Minors, Majors, and Juniors. Skill 
instruction ranges from basic fundamen-
tals and game play to advanced skills and 
game strategy. Fundamentals are a focus. 
COVID-19 guidelines will be followed.

Early bird registration runs through 
Feb. 28. Fees: T-Ball, $50; Rookies, $75, 
Minors/Majors/Juniors, $120. Those reg-
istering after Feb. 28 will incur a late fee. 

To learn more about HAMR and to reg-
ister, visit www.hamrsoftball.org.

Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691

breaths” after the first shot in case they had 
any reactions to it. Ultimately, they only expe-
rienced slight soreness on their arms for a few 
hours. 

From the second dose, they had “absolutely 
nothing” in the way of reactions, she said.

Eaton said she understands some people have 
decided not to get the vaccine and that there are 
those who feel it’s “being pushed on us” but she 
and her husband don’t share that opinion.

“We don’t feel that way at all,” she said.
After the Eatons received the vaccine, they 

got in their car and took a drive to Massachu-
setts to visit their son and his family and saw 
their two grandchildren for the first time since 
October. 

 “We felt as if we were not necessarily bring-
ing something to them and, if they had some-
thing, they were not going to give it to us,” she 
said. “We feel pretty comfortable about it. We 
still wear our masks whenever we go out and 

practice our social distance.”
The second dose for folks who went to the 

clinic at RHAM will be given on March 20.
 “We are anxiously awaiting word from Cha-

tham Health District when they will be holding 
another clinic,” Garrard said.

Melmed said he was not sure when that 
will happen, as the state Department of Public 
Health (DPH) is encouraging local health dis-
tricts to pause on planning for clinics for the 
general population to focus on bringing the shot 
to educators. 

“I think the plan is to give local health depart-
ments an extra dose for educators,” he said. 

The district is working with local superinten-
dents to plan those clinics, Melmed said.  

In the meantime, it is wrapping up previously 
scheduled clinics, including one in Portland 
next week and another in East Hampton the fol-
lowing week.

★ Vaccination Clinic cont. from page 1
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East Hampton
Craig R. Brown

Craig R. Brown, 73, 
of East Hampton, passed 
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by the love of 
his family, Wednesday, 
Feb. 17. He was born in 
Hartford, son of the late 
Leon and Doris (Nichols) 
Brown.

Craig attended East 
Hartford High School, 
class of 1965, and studied finance at American 
International College. Craig served our country 
in the U.S. Army in South Korea as a finance 
officer for the seventh division and continued to 
work in finance throughout his career.

Craig always focused on building commu-
nity, and served as property manager, associa-
tion president, and consultant at Mallard Cove 
in East Hampton during his retirement. He was 
an avid bass fisherman and was known as “The 
Captain” of Lake Pocotopaug, as he knew the 
lake intimately and loved to show local resi-
dents how to navigate the lake safely and where 
to catch (and release) the biggest fish.

Craig was a loving husband, father, brother, 
grandfather, son and friend to all that knew him. 
His spirit of kindness, love, empathy and gen-
tleness will live on with all who were blessed to 
know and meet him.

Craig is survived by his beloved wife Denise 
(Fournier) of 30 years; his daughter, Heather 
McHugh, her husband Ryan, and their two 
children, Brooke and Brody; his twin brother, 
Mark; his sister, Sandy Jerbert and her husband, 
Jeff; nephews, Michael and Steven Byam and 
their families; and many special friends.

A gathering at the lake is being planned for 
family and friends this summer to celebrate 
Craig’s life.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association at 
www.act.alz.org/donate. 

To leave a condolence online for the family, 
go to www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
Scott W. Lufbery

Scott W. Lufbery, 62, of East Hampton, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, Jan. 31, at Middlesex 
Hospital. He was born to the late Rene and Dixie 
(Day) Lufbery Sept. 16, 1958. 

Scott worked in the refrigeration business for 
over 40 years, starting in the family business, 
Day Supply Company, and then with United Re-
frigeration in Hartford until his passing. 

He is survived by the three loves of his life: 
his wife of 36 years, Missy (Loretta) Sorvillo 
Lufbery, his son, Scott W. Lufbery Jr., and his 
daughter, Emily Lufbery, who were his pride and 
joy and made him proud every single day. He also 
leaves behind his brother, Adam Lufbery and his 
wife Sheila and their sons Addison and Joshua 
Lufbery of New Hampshire; his brothers-in-law, 
David Sorvillo and JoAnn Williams, Joseph and 
Marjorie Sorvillo, Gary and Lorraine Sorvillo; 
his uncles, Nevin and Beth Day and Scott and 
Ellen Day of Florida; many nephews, nieces and 
extended family; his customers and friends, who 
he thought the world of. 

Besides his parents, he was predeceased by his 
brother, Stephen Lufbery. 

A celebration of life will be held at a later date 
when it is safe to gather.

Those who wish may send a memorial dona-
tion to the American Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association, P.O. Box 417005, Boston, 
MA 02241-7005 or the Cerebral Palsy Founda-
tion, donate.cerebralpalsyfoundation.org.

Colchester
Mary Tasker

Mary Elizabeth Web-
ster Tasker, 97, entered 
eternal rest Friday, Feb. 
19, to join her beloved 
husband Norman and 
daughter Kathleen Mary. 
Mary was born in Col-
chester April 14, 1923, 
daughter of Frances (Ly-
man) and Daniel Adams 
Webster.

Mary attended local schools and graduated 
from Bacon Academy and Bryant College in 
Providence, R.I. In 1943, she entered the em-
ploy of the Connecticut State Police in Colches-
ter, first as a dispatcher and finally as secretary 
to the commanding officer of the Eastern dis-
trict. She was employed by the state police for 
28 years.

On June 21, 1952, Mary was married to State 
Police Trooper Norman Tasker of West Hartford 
at St. Andrew Church in Colchester. Norman re-
tired as lieutenant colonel, second in command 
of the CSP. They shared 45 wonderful years to-
gether until God parted them on Aug. 23, 2007, 
by calling him home. Their only child Kathie 
predeceased them on Nov. 18, 2002.

A daily communicant of St. Andrew Church 
for as long as she was able, Mary was a mem-
ber of the Ladies Guild and one of the first Eu-
charistic ministers. In 1997, Mary and Norman 
were commissioned at St. Patrick Cathedral in 
New York City as Knight and Lady of the Order 
of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusa-

Colchester
Kenneth Frank Verrill

Kenneth Frank Verrill, 
45, of Colchester, passed 
away in Farmington Fri-
day, Feb. 19, due to multi-
ple complications created 
by the devastating and 
rapid progression of leu-
kemia, that he had battled 
for the last three years. He 
fought his best fight and 
beat some odds through 
his valiant journey with 
that special sense of humor and optimism we 
all loved so much. 

Born in Hartford May 17, 1975, to Richard 
and Lynda (Nelkin) Verrill, Kenny grew up 
in Colchester and loved playing baseball and 
softball, where his talent shined throughout his 
life. For his last season in Babe Ruth, he was 
coached by his older brother, Kevin. For many 
years, Kenny worked for the family business 
known as Fenceman and Sons in Colchester. 
Most recently, he worked for Eagle Fence & 
Guardrail in Plainville, where he was a proud 
union member of LiUNA Local 611. 

Several years ago, Kenny found himself at 
a crossroad, which resulted in being incarcer-
ated for a period of time. He worked to right his 
wrongs, and while there he made many mean-
ingful and lasting friendships. 

Kenny is remembered by many to have a 
strong happy spirit, was accepting of everyone, 
his great smile, conversations, and loved to 
make people laugh. To his family, Kenny was 
the sparkle in their eyes, the smile on their fac-
es, and the glow in their hearts. Kenny gave the 
gift of life 15 years ago to his sister, Kelly, by 
donating stem cells to her when she also battled 
leukemia. 

He will be sadly missed, but always remem-
bered with love by his devoted parents, Rich-
ard and Lynda; son, Kory; grandson, Ryder and 
his mother Samantha; brother Kevin Verrill, his 
children Kylee, Tanner, Hunter, their mother 
Sheryl, and great niece Paisley; sister, Kelly and 
Jim Martinez, children, Rick (Bink), and Doro-
thy; uncles and aunts, John and Deb Nelkin, 
Teri Davis and Vincent Savalle; special friends, 
Jill Bourassa, Patience Collins, Geno Caquette, 
Maria Balaban, and the Nelkin Road Nudniks; 
along with numerous other family members and 
friends. 

He was predeceased by his special grandpar-
ents, Albert and Jane (Cummings) Verrill; and 
his two best friends, Austin Doyle, who also 
lost a battle to leukemia; and his well-loved 
Grandma Dot, whom he shared a special bond 
with. 

Three words Kenny lived by: Trust. Strength. 
Optimism. Staff at UConn Jack Dempsey Hos-
pital provided Kenny upstanding care with 
compassion, did their best along with Kenny to 
beat this and ensured he was comfortable. 

Funeral services will be held late spring, date 
to be announced. 

Family requests that in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in his memory be made to the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society (www.lls.org), Villalobos 
Pitbull Rescue (www.vrcpitbull.com). 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

Portland
Eugene James Sullivan

Eugene James Sulli-
van passed away with his 
family by his side Tues-
day, Feb. 16, at Middlesex 
Hospital in Middletown, 
after an eight year and one 
month ordeal with lung 
and thyroid cancer (and 
various other maladies). 
Gene was born Nov. 19, 
1934, in Yonkers, New 
York, the fourth child of 
six and the third Marine of five born to the late 
Michael L. Sullivan and Frances (Kingberger) 
Sullivan. 

Gene graduated from Cardinal Hayes High 
School in the Bronx before joining the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps in 1952. That deci-
sion led him to Parris Island Boot Camp, the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Center and Camp 
LeJeune, N.C., where he was part of the Second 
Battalion, Second Marines. While with the Ma-
rine Corps, he was able to travel Europe, Asia, 

lem. Mary was past president of the Auxiliary 
to the Donald A. Bigelow Post 54 of the Ameri-
can Legion, life member of the Auxiliary to the 
Adler Boluck VFW Post 6690, Connecticut 
State Police Academy Alumni Association and 
the Connecticut State Employees Association.

Mary is survived by her closest friends, Char-
lotte and Melvin Locke, Susan and Paul Trama, 
Father Michael Giannitelli, Kathleen Miller and 
Don MacKenzie, a nephew and three nieces. 
We would also like to thank Assisted Living 
Services, Inc. and their wonderful caregivers, 
especially Ann and Maria Sadia.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
Thursday, Feb. 25, at St. Andrew Church, 128 
Norwich Ave., Colchester. Burial immediately 
followed at Linwood Cemetery. Due to COV-
ID-19, there were no calling hours. 

Donations in Mary’s name may be made to 
the Connecticut State Police Museum, P.O. Box 
1945 Meriden, CT 06450. 

Belmont Funeral Home LLC has been en-
trusted with arrangements. Visit www.belmont 
fh.com to leave condolences and memories.

Gilead
Mary Hooker Porter

Mary Hooker Porter, 
99, of Gilead, passed 
away peacefully Wednes-
day, Feb. 10, with her 
family by her side, at the 
home of daughter Judy 
and John Roy, where she 
had resided for the last 14 
months.

Mary was born Nov. 
14, 1921, at home in Gil-
ead, to the late Dwight and Victoria (Englot) 
Hooker. She joined two brothers, Andrew and 
John, who also predeceased her.

In addition to many friends, Mary is survived 
by her children and their spouses. Janice and 
Gardner Tarbell, Judy Porter and John Roy and 
Mike and Donnalee Porter; nine grandchildren; 
14 great-grandchildren; and one great-great-
grandchild.

Mary married the love of her life, Douglas, on 
Sept. 25, 1943, a boy who grew up at the other 
end of Gilead Street. Even at an early age they 
were destined to be “Together Forever.” They 
had 70 wonderful years together until Doug’s 
passing in January 2014. They lived their en-
tire life in Gilead. In the 1980s, they started the 
restoration of the 1789 blacksmith shop at 44 
Porter Rd. into their home, which Mary referred 
to as the “Gathering Place” because of all the 
holidays and celebrations that were held there 
with all the family and friends attending.

Mary served on numerous committees, both 
at Gilead Congregational Church and for the 
Town of Hebron. Mary was selected Connecti-
cut Mother of the Year in 1979 and was the first 
woman president of the Connecticut Farm Bu-
reau, from 1977-79.

Two of her passions were sewing and gar-
dening. She was a 4-H leader for many years, 
teaching local girls how to sew. During good 
weather, Mary could always be found in one of 
her many flower gardens; each garden would 
definitely have some purple flowers, since that 
was her favorite color. If anyone passing by 
stopped to say ‘hi’ and chat, they would always 
be invited in for a tour of their historic home, 
which they were so proud of.

Mary and Doug were part of the original 
owners of Blackledge Country Club and they 
spent many hours working on the course during 
construction, as well as many hours manning 
the clubhouse.

Mary Hooker Porter, wife, mother, aunt, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, great-great-
grandmother and friend, will be greatly missed, 
but loving memories that she created will make 
our hearts smile forever.

The Porter family has entrusted her final care 
to Abbey Cremation Services in Rocky Hill.

An outside gathering of family and friends 
will be planned for a later date.

Puerto Rico and Cuba. 
After leaving the Corps with an honorable 

discharge, he attended Mount St. Mary’s Uni-
versity in Emmitsburg, Md., under the G.I. Bill. 
He graduated from The Mount in 1960 and 
went on to get his master’s degree in English 
at the University of Detroit. Post-graduate life 
involved working for Grolier Encyclopedia, 
where he researched and put together entries on 
the Pan Am Building and recreational sailing 
that made it into the 1963 and 1964 editions of 
the encyclopedia. 

Working for Grolier gradually led him west 
to a variety of cities including Chicago, Kan-
sas City, Denver and, ultimately, Los Angeles, 
where he met and married his wife Shirley in 
November of 1965. They began their next 55 
years together by driving across the country and 
eventually settling in Connecticut, where they 
had two children and two grandchildren. 

Gene’s life in Connecticut involved work-
ing in modern technologies such as computers, 
telecommunications and office systems. From 
the 1980s through the 2000s, Gene ran his own 
business in the telecom industry while also find-
ing time for community service work with the 
United States Power Squadron, the Exchange 
Club, the Connecticut Chapter of the Mount St. 
Mary’s alumni group, the Middlesex County 
Chamber of Commerce and the local chapter of 
the Marine Corps League. 

When not working or volunteering, he could 
inevitably be found on the beach at Black Point 
Beach Club in East Lyme, or boating with his 
wife and friends on the Connecticut River via 
the Hamburg Cove Yacht Club in Lyme. Gene 
loved being on the water almost as much as he 
loved the Marine Corps and he loved the Ma-
rine Corps almost as much as he loved being 
around friends and family. 

Gene is predeceased by his sister, Mary Lu, 
and his brothers, Michael, John and Emmett. 
He is survived by his wife Shirley (Sanchez) of 
Portland; his son Tim of Portland; his daughter 
Amy, her husband Jeff (Stomsky), grandsons 
Matthew and Adam of Newington; his brother 
Joseph of New Mexico; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

The family would like take this moment to 
thank oncologist Dr. Mohan Menon, formerly 
of Hartford Hospital; the staff of the Helen & 
Harry Gray Cancer Center at Hartford Hospital; 
oncology nurse Jayne Shea and the staff at the 
Starling Physicians Infusion Center in Wethers-
field; Dr. Thomas J. Lynch Jr., formerly of 
Yale-New Haven Hospital; Dr. Sarah Finnegan 
of the Veterans Administration Medical Center 
in Newington; the caregivers at DynamicTouch 
Home Care in West Hartford; and Liz Petry and 
Christy Billings of the Veterans Writing Group 
at Russell Library in Middletown.

A private service for Gene will take place at 
St. Mary Church in Portland. He will be laid to 
rest with military honors following the service 
at the State Veterans Cemetery in Middletown. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
St. Mary Church in Portland or the American 
Cancer Society.
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Marlborough
Martin P. Cairnduff

Martin Perry Cairnduff, 73, beloved hus-
band of Anna Vernali Cairnduff, passed away 
Wednesday, Feb. 10, in Marlborough. Martin 
was born Dec. 5, 1947, in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, son of the late William J.W. and Sar-
ah (Perry) Cairnduff.

Martin was a constable in the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary of Northern Ireland for 12 years 
before meeting his wife while visiting in Hart-
ford. He later worked in the security field be-
fore retiring. Martin was a quiet, gentle man 
who enjoyed Harry Potter books and movies, 
crossword puzzles and Formula 1 Racing.

He is survived by the love of his life, Anna 
Vernali Cairnduff, and their son, William J. 
Cairnduff. He was predeceased by his sis-
ters Lillian Dinsmore and Sally Dornan. He 
is also survived by his father and mother in-
law, Salvatore and Salvatrice Vernali; sisters 
and brothers-in-law, Enza and Stephen Dan-
deneau, Linda and Derek Hovanec; nieces 
and nephews, Andrew and Denise Dornan, 
William and Wendy Dornan; Sarah and Mi-
chael Whitford, in Northern Ireland; Jim 
Dandeneau and Emily Carson, Patrick and 
Tiffany Dandeneau, Elizabeth Dandeneau, 
Alyssa Hovanec, Tyler Hovanec; and many 
great nieces and nephews.

Martin’s family would like to give special 
thanks to Carlton King, his home aide; Terry 
Warren (nurse) and all the staff at Active Day 
of East Hartford, Marlborough Healthcare & 
Rehabilitation, Hartford Bone & Joint Insti-
tute (fourth floor nurses and aides), Hartford 
Healthcare at Home nurses, OT and PT.

A private graveside service will be held for 
immediate family. There will be a memorial 
celebration in his honor later this summer. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made to Michael J. Fox Foundation for Par-
kinson’s Disease or the American Cancer So-
ciety. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

Portland
Peter J. Karpe

Peter J. Karpe of 
Bangor, Maine, passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 26, 
at The Spectrum Lake-
land Hospital in St. Jo-
seph, Mich. Peter was 
63. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Jacqueline (Little) 
Karpe; his daughter, 
Kathryn Karpe of Las 
Vegas, Nev.; a brother, 
Robert Karpe of Port-
land; and a sister, Paula 
Karpe of Centreville, Va., and two step-children 
in Michigan. 

In the summer of 2012, Peter received the 
news that he had acute myeloid leukemia. Peter 
fought hard to beat it, and in 2013, he was in 
remission. Unfortunately, in January 2020, Pe-
ter was diagnosed again with that same cancer. 
During this past year, Peter fought valiantly to 
live and beat the odds, but at the end, he suc-
cumbed to his illness.

Peter was born May 4, 1957, in Middletown, 
to the late Viola (Ciaburri) and Charles Karpe. 
Peter graduated from Portland High School in 
1975 and immediately entered the Navy where 
he served for four years. For most of Peter’s 
adult life, he worked at various nuclear power 
plants, the final one being Energy Palisades. 
Peter worked there for 26 years with the BAG 
Crew. Peter loved his job and all the people with 
whom he worked. 

Peter had many skills such as plumbing, elec-
tricity, and carpentry. He was an avid reader, 
and enjoyed gardening and remodeling. For 
those who were lucky enough to have known 
Peter, his personal presence, work ethic, and a 
joy to live is legendary. Peter loved to prank his 
many friends, family members, and co-workers. 
As one of his colleagues wrote, “Nobody will 
forget Peter Karpe; there is no one like him. We 
all enjoyed his company and he made your day 
every time you crossed paths with him.” 

According to Peter’s wishes, he was cremat-
ed. Donations may be made to the American 
Cancer Society in his name.

Hebron
Reagan Szurek

Reagan Leigh-Marie 
Szurek, 40, of Hebron, 
passed away peacefully 
at home Thursday, Feb. 
18. Born June 18, 1980, 
in Hartford, she was 
the daughter of Stanley 
“Bud” Szurek, and Cyn-
thia (Towne) Szurek. 

Reagan was a gradu-
ate of RHAM High 
School and attended Manchester Commu-
nity College. She was well known and active 
throughout the Hebron community. Reagan 
had volunteered at Camp Hemlocks (Eas-
terseals of Oak Hill) and various church and 
local child daycare facilities in the past. 

As a member of the Girl Scouts she was 
awarded the Girl Scouts Silver Award for her 
work for the Hebron Historical Society sur-
rounding the documentation of the Burrows 
Hill Cemetery. Reagan’s sense of humor and 
warm heart always left everyone she met 
with a smile. She was a kind hearted soul 
who loved animals. Growing up, animals 
would always seem to find their way into her 
heart and sometimes into her home. 

Although she loved her hometown she 
traveled as often as she could and had visited 
places like England, and Italy. Family meant 
everything to Reagan, she was a devoted and 
loving aunt and Godmother to her niece and 
nephew. Cooking brought joy to Reagan and 
she would always find a way to make an old 
recipe better. She had a passion for her fam-
ily history, and had managed to successfully 
trace back her lineage to ancestors in the 
1400s. 

She will be forever loved and remembered 
by her parents, Stanley and Cynthia Szurek 
of Hebron; her brother, Gregory J. Szurek 
and his wife Katie of Amston; and her niece 
and nephew, Kaleigh and Patrick. 

A celebration of Reagan’s life is scheduled 
for Saturday, Feb. 27, from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester. A Christian Mass 
and Burial for close family and friends will 
take place at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made in Reagan’s name to 
the Hebron Volunteer Fire Department, the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation, or to Protectors of 
Animals or the ASPCA. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Thomas Alvin Law

Thomas Alvin Law, 81, 
passed away at Middlesex 
Memorial Hospital Sun-
day, Feb. 21, due to CO-
VID-19. He was the son 
of Marie and James Law. 
He was raised in Ford 
City, Pa.

Thomas is survived 
by his loving wife, Ruth 
(Kramer) Law after 11 
wonderful years of mar-
riage. Also, he is survived by his brother, James 
Law of Decatur, Ill.; a sister, Sally of Ford City, 
Pa.; and several nieces and nephews.

Tom will be remembered for his love of his 
Harley motorcycle and the many trips he took to 
Pennsylvania with his close nephew, Jeff Law. 
Tom was a hard-working man who was kind, 
helpful and always generous with his time to 
help anyone who needed a helping hand. Tom 
retired from Valley Oil Co. after 35 years, and 
then went on to work for B&B Petroleum, 
where he will be greatly missed.

A celebration of Tom’s life will be held at a 
later date when family and friends may safely 
gather. Donations in his memory may be made 
to Third Congregational Church, 94 Miner St., 
Middletown, CT 06457.

If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
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1960s, do not comply with environmental stan-
dards, and only run a few days per year at peak 
demand periods, like during heat waves when 
air conditioner use is highest. 

NRG officials offered no answer when asked 
by Middletown council Democrat Edward 
McKeon if Portland, or other towns along the 
river, like East Hampton, would gain any ben-
efit from the turbine project. 

At a Feb. 17 meeting of the Portland Board 
of Selectmen, Andy Bauer, chair of Portland’s 
Clean Energy Task Force, described the project 
to selectmen and Portland First Selectwoman 
Susan Bransfield. 

Bauer also called on the selectmen and first 
selectwoman to publicly oppose the proposed 
expansion through letters to relevant state bod-
ies, as well as to Middletown. 

“NRG could have upgraded those turbines 
15 years ago, but they didn’t,” Bauer told the 
board. 

Bauer said currently, because the plant’s old 
machines are outdated and noncompliant with 
federal and state environmental regulation, 
NRG operates under “cap-and-trade” practices. 
Bauer said this boils down to “they pay a little 
more to pollute a little more.”

Bauer said the increased energy product will 
not serve Connecticut residents, but will in-
stead be exported to states including New York 
and Massachusetts, both of which limit emis-
sions from energy production. Connecticut has 
no such limits. 

Bauer pointed out that Portland has banned 
fracking waste in town, saying that the natu-
ral gas turbines will use product from hydro-
fracking. 

“Between the two plants, Middletown al-
ready hosts much more electrical generation 
than they need,” said Bauer, citing state Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) information. “Connecticut is already a 
net exporter of electricity. Middletown doesn’t 
need more power.”

The selectmen agreed to review informa-
tion from Bauer and the Jonah Center, and will 
continue discussion of the issue at its March 3 
meeting. 

Prior to the Feb. 17 meeting, Bransfield told 
the Rivereast that because the issue is centered 
in another town, Portland will need to move 
forward thoughtfully. 

NRG submitted their permit application to 
DEEP in March 2019. A public informational 
hearing with DEEP is slated for March 3. Com-
ments for this step in the process will be ac-
cepted until March 12. 

‘Something Very Wrong
Was Going On’

Mary Giuliano, a resident of Middle Haddam 
Road who for decades has lived “as the crow 
flies” directly across the river from the NRG 
plant, described her lengthy struggle against the 
pollutants that blow onto her property. 

“Not long after I moved here, I knew some-
thing very wrong was going on,” Giuliano said. 
Giuliano also voiced her opposition at the Mid-
dletown council meeting. 

Giuliano said that in years past, she would go 
out to her yard to find “mercury rolling around 
like little balls” on the plants and furniture 
on her property. She also had a neighbor who 
would “wake up every morning to find an oil 
slick in his swimming pool.”

Giuliano said although mercury does not 
materialize on her property in such egregious 
amounts anymore, the plant is still polluting the 
air with smaller, unseeable particles. 

Giuliano said she approached the city’s previ-
ous administration about this. She was rebuffed. 
Middletown health officials told her they were 
aware of higher-than-average rates of asthma in 
the region, but that it was a “political issue, and 
[we] won’t support you.”

“Six or seven women on this street have 
had breast cancer, all within one-sixteenth of a 
mile,” said Giuliano. This number includes Gi-
uliano herself.  “Those women all live across 
from the plant’s smokestacks. That’s not a co-
incidence.”

Giuliano said Middletown is failing as a 
neighbor to Portland if it allows this project to 
move forward without opposition, and that she 
distrusts NRG. 

The Rivereast reached out for comment from 
NRG officials to Giuliano, as the company was 
unable to do so at the time. They said the Mid-
dletown plant “is operating in compliance with 
[environmental regulations] and seeks to further 
modernize power generation facilities on-site” 
but did not directly address Giuliano’s associa-
tion between her illness and their operation. 

Middletown Meeting
The project must also get approval from the 

Connecticut Siting Council, after the DEEP 
hearings. Without siting council approval, the 
project stalls. During the siting council step, 
there will be more chances for public input, 
according to NRG Senior Director of Develop-
ment, Brain McCabe. 

NRG Vice President of Development Tom 
Atkins joined McCabe in the four-hour Middle-
town meeting. 

McCabe said planning for this project began 
in 2018. NRG wants to have the new turbines 
operational in June 2024. 

McCabe said NRG wants to replace the old 
turbines with “modern, clean, quick start tech-
nology,” and that it will “support integration of 
[more] renewable energy resources.”

McCabe said the project will “ensure cleaner 
air” for Middletown. McCabe said emission 
rates will be reduced but omitted anything 
about emissions overall. 

Connecticut has an ambitious agenda to be 
carbon-neutral by 2040. McCabe cited DEEP re-
ports saying until this is realized, the power grid 
will need to be supported by fossil fuel energy. 

McCabe said as the state pursues renewable 
energy, the turbines will likely be used “less and 
less” as years pass. He said the new turbines 
will only be used during “critical demand.”

During times of crisis, like widespread power 
outages from severe weather events, the plant 
has been critical in ensuring power stays on, 
according to McCabe. The new units, he said, 
would be able to reach output capacity in mere 
minutes, whereas the old units take up to 12 
hours. 

NRG said the Repowering Project aligns 
with state’s climate agenda by replacing less ef-
ficient units and reducing on-site emission rates 
of carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides (NOx), sul-
fur dioxide (SO2), and soot (particulate matter). 

The new project will also reduce use of Con-
necticut River waters, which are currently used 
to cool the old turbines. McCabe said the new 
turbines will instead use air as coolant, reducing 
strain on the river. 

NRG used as a major selling point the jobs 
the project would create. McCabe said at con-
struction’s peak, the project could employ up to 
250 people. 

Fourteen labor unions, all of which were 
quick to point out that their members are also 
among the council’s constituency, voiced their 
support for the project. 

Currently, the 62-acre site employs 46 peo-
ple, according to NRG. There are no plans to 
increase this number of permanent employees 
after the project’s completion. 

Increased tax revenue to the city was another 
benefit NRG named. NRG and the city in June 
2019 signed a “Tax Stabilization Agreement 
(TSA)”. NRG said this is not an abatement. 
Under this agreement, NRG pays the city about 
$1.8 million in taxes. After the project, opera-
tion could net the city $2.7 million. 

Part of that agreement included an assurance 
from NRG that union labor, including locals, 
would be used for construction. Every union 
leader who spoke at the meeting asked the 
council to assist in the creation of good-paying 
jobs that support middle class lifestyles. 

Hall, along with Wesleyan physics professor 
Brian Stewart, said NRG’s presentation was 
misleading and overlooked several key factors. 

Hall went on to say that according to NRG’s 
own application to DEEP, the three years of 
construction will not support 250 jobs for its 
entire duration. He explained that 250 workers 
would be involved for a peak workload of about 
14 months, at which time the number of jobs 
would reduce to about 100. 

“It’s very significant to point out that [NRG’s 
graphs] listed new emissions per megawatt 
hour,” said Hall. “It’s true that they’re more ef-
ficient. But they are asking to be permitted to 
run longer.”

Hall said if the project goes through as NRG 
proposes, the plant will be used 60 times as 
much as it is now. 

The Jonah Center, citing emission modeling 
by DEEP’s Air Quality Bureau, said the pro-
posed 375 megawatt single-cycle combustion 
generator turbine at the NRG plant will cause a 
6-fold increase in CO2 emissions, from 170,000 
tons to about 1.1 million tons per year. 

Due to the proposed longer run-time, the tur-
bine will produce eight times more emissions of 
particulate matter, from 11 tons to 87, accord-
ing to Hall. 

Emissions of nitrogen oxides, Stewart and 
Hall agreed, will be reduced, but not signifi-
cantly: from 200 tons to 125, or a 38% decrease.

According to Jonah’s report, the proposed 
generator would use natural gas, 50% of which 
will be collected through hydro-fracking. 
Fracking leaks methane, a greenhouse gas 84 
times more potent than carbon dioxide. 

“There’s no time for business as usual,” Hall 
told the council, saying the climate crisis must 
tackled immediately. 

Hall also said the tax agreement between 
NRG and the city is disproportionately benefi-
cial to the company. 

Hall said NRG pays just one-third of the $7 
million it would pay under normal tax policy. 

Hall said the city can terminate this agree-
ment if the turbine did not clear this month’s 
Forward Capacity Auction (FCA), a process 
through which energy companies obtain pay-
ments for obligations to generate power, ensur-
ing sufficient capacity to meet demand. 

The NRG turbine project did not clear the 
FCA, according to McCabe. 

The project conflicts with the state’s statu-
tory greenhouse gas reduction goals of 45% by 
2030 and 80% by 2050, as well as Gov. Ned 
Lamont’s goal of decarbonizing the state’s elec-
tricity grid 100% by 2040.

The project also conflicts with President 
Joe Biden’s goal to eliminate carbon from the 
grid by 2035, as well as Middletown’s Climate 
Emergency Declaration, passed in September 
2020. 

In his presentation, Stewart cited the high-
er-than average asthma rates in urban areas, 
a trend that holds true in Middletown. This is 
largely linked to increased air pollution in cit-
ies, and it’s a problem that disproportionately 
affects Black and Brown communities, he said. 

Stewart included language from the city’s cli-
mate emergency declaration, which reads that 
Middletown plans to “establish plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by both the city and 
the wider community,” and also that the city 
“recognizes that environmental injustice as a 
racial justice issue,” and that the city will “ad-
vocate for [climate action] at the regional, state, 
and local levels to restore a safe and sustainable 
climate for all living beings.”

Stewart urged the city and NRG to come to 
an agreement for renewable energy storage, an 
idea echoed by multiple citizens from Portland, 
Middletown, and elsewhere who called to voice 
their opposition. 

Stewart, along with members of the public, 
also expressed sympathy for and a willingness 
to work with the many labor unions who joined 
the WebEx meeting. 

“But we have to overcome dual thinking 
and embrace clean energy jobs,” said Stewart. 
“We’re positioned between a problem and a ca-
tastrophe.”

Middletown council Democrat Vincent Lof-
fredo asked McCabe if he wanted to refute any 
facts presented in Hall and Stewart’s presenta-
tion. McCabe refuted nothing. 

Ultimately, NRG agreed to explore renew-
able energy storage at the site, although they 
hadn’t done so as of the meeting. McCabe said 
the 62-acre site could store ample energy. 

Ultimate Decision at State Level
In an interview prior to the Feb. 11 meeting, 

Middletown Mayor Ben Florsheim said techni-
cally, the city does not have final say in whether 
the Repowering Project goes forward. 

“The city isn’t in a position to say ‘yes’ or 
‘no,’ but that doesn’t mean it’s inevitable,” said 
Florsheim, adding that state officials will take 
very seriously any opposition from the city. 

Florsheim said he plans to reach out to other 
town leaders in the region, including First Se-
lectwoman Bransfield. 

As of Tuesday, Bransfield said she had not 
heard from Florsheim. 

“I think it does need to be a coordinated con-
versation,” Florsheim told the Rivereast. 

Florsheim predicted that across the state and 
nation, these kinds of complex issues, transi-
tioning toward sustainable energy production 
while maintaining existing grids, will become 
more and more common. 

Florsheim said the green energy sector will 
be the next “big job creator.”

“Going forward, I think there will be win-win 
situations that the city wants to take part in,” 
said Florsheim. 

★ Energy Project cont. from page 1

Please Support Your 
Local Businesses!

They need us more than ever
in these uncertain times!

Thank you to all those on
the front lines and behind

the scenes keeping us going!

Thank 
You!

Stay 
Healthy!
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There’s Only One
Rational Reason For Not

Advertising In Newspaper.

You’ve Already
Got More Business

Than You Can Handle.

 Nothing makes the cash register ring like a newspaper ad. 
Studies prove it. For instance, newspaper more than doubles 
the sale of package goods.
 In survey after survey, newspaper is cited as the medium 
of choice for shopping advice — the place consumers turn 
when they’re looking to buy. The point is pretty clear. You 
should be advertising in newspaper. Unless, of course, you’ve 
got some strange aversion to sales.

Newspaper.
It’s The Best Way To Close A Sale.

For more information, call us at 860.633.4691
or visit our website at www.glcitizen.com

Check us out on facebook – facebook.com/RivereastNewsBulletin
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LEGALS 

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Zoom Public Hearing Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 7:00 PM. 
Zoning Commission and the Public should utilize the Zoom 
line.
To join the Zoom video meeting: https://zoom.us/j/957323
20289?pwd=TTlsTk5weTBqSXRkSnVzWmVaZmtRZz09
Meeting ID: 957 3232 0289 Passcode: DPR88q
Phone into meeting: 1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 957 3232 0289 Passcode: 398601
Note: Phone in has its own passcode different from the 
video conference passcode.
Application #Z-12-20 – (Formerly Application #Z-04-20) 
-Special Permit – Bill G. Jonbalaj (Applicant) 21 Austin – 
HGB LLC (Property Owner) – South Main Street (Between 
11 & 19 South Main Street) & Johnson Road – Village 
Cluster Residential Planned Development
Kevin Asklar, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB 2/19, 2/26

Legal Notice
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will 
hold a regular meeting on March 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the following (contact the Land Use Department for 
location details):
Application PZC-20-024: Paula Free, 249 West High St., 
for a special permit per Sec. 8.4 Motor Fuel Filling Station 
for a proposed convenience store. Map 06/Block 12/Lot 1B.
Application PZC-20-026: Long Hill Estates, LLC., Long Hill 
Estate Subdivision, for a Zone Change R-2 to C. Map 06/
Block 12/Lot 8-1
Application PZC-21-001: Gloria & Troy Deleon, 16 Wells 
Ave., for a Special Permit for an Accessory Dwelling Unit 
per Sec. 8.3.M. Map 05A/Block 63A/Lot 1B.
Application PZC-21-002: Timothy Puglielli, 155 Middle 
Haddam Rd., for a 2 lot subdivision. Map 02/Block 18/Lot 
24-3.
Application PZC-21-005: JCG Properties, LLC., 9 Middle 
Haddam Rd., for a 2 lot subdivision. Map 01C/Block 9/Lot 5
Ray Zatorski, Chairman
Note* any question re: Applications and Maps are on file in 
the Land Use Office 860-267-7450. 2TB 2/19, 2/26 2TB 2/19, 2/26

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, March 
4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to consider the following:
PZC Application#20-09: 53 Riverview Street. Request for 
a Special Permit Modification to locate a food truck, tables 
and chairs, and a special event tent.   Application of Yankee 
Boat Yard.   Property of Yankee Associates.  Map 3 Lot 2. 
Zone FP. 
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for review on the Town of Portland 
Website: www.portlandct.org  
Dated at Portland, CT. this 17th day of February 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Regular Meeting at 7 pm on March 8, 2021 via 
Zoom meeting (see Town website for details) to consider 
the following:
Application ZBA-21-001:  Brian Galovich, 35 Highland Ter-
race, to increase the lot coverage from previously approved 
13% to 17% to construct an 18’x36’ IG pool with 650 sq. ft. 
concrete decking around and a 20’x30’ pool house.  Map 
18/Block 44/Lot 78-28.
Matthew Walton, Chairman

2TB 2/26, 3/5

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

The Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a virtual 
public hearing on March 3, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. to hear and 
consider the following petitions:
1. Edward Wasniewski / Harvey Pond View LLC – 167 
Marvin Rd. Special Permit (2021-003) – Pursuant to Regu-
lation Section No.8.9.5.H, Farm Labor Housing.
At this hearing interested persons may be heard and 
written communications received.  A copy of this petition 
is in the Planning and Zoning Department, Town Hall, 127 
Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular 
business hours (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday).
Planning and Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

1TB 2/26

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

 
In accordance with the requirements of The State of Con-
necticut, Section 7-394 of the General Statutes, the Annual 
Town Audit, for the year ending June 30, 2020, is on file in 
the Town Clerk’s office at 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, 
CT.  You many also view a copy of the audit on our website 
at www.colchesterct.gov.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Gayle Furman
Town Clerk 1TB 2/26

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, 
call 860-569-0722 • VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES 

NEEDED – For information call: 860-569-0722

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org

Protectors of Animals, Inc.
144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

“Pet of the Week”
Silky soft, pewter colored, and with a quiet 
rumble of a purr, one year old Sage is 
enchanting. She is a bit timid, and like shy kids 
everywhere, Sage will wait for you to make the 
first move. Sage would do best in a quieter 
home, with folks who have had at least some 
cat experience. Sage has been fine with other 
nice, respectful cats. We don’t know about 
dogs, but we would suspect that Sage would do 
poorly with all but the most gentle and cat savvy 
of dogs.
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 Six month old Suki was found in a box on the 
side of the road- on one of the coldest days 
this year. Luckily, some Good Samaritans found 
her, and got her to Protectors of Animals. Suki 
purrs as soon as she sees you. Suki wants 
company. Suki wants to be petted. Suki wants 
to play. Suki will let you pick her up, kiss her 
on the top of her head, and tell her what a 
good girl she is. In short, Suki is a high energy 
sweetheart, who will fit easily into your arms 
and into your heart.
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If You Are An Installer, 
There Is A Fabulous 

Opportunity Waiting For You!

Attention to Detail is a family owned 
business since 1999 in the automotive 
aftermarket industry. We are seeking 
two (2) in-house installers to join 

our team immediately. We are located at 
195 Dekoven Dr. in Middletown, CT. Put 
your skills to work full-time with normal 

business hours. No nights or Sundays. 
Attention to Detail sells and installs Auto 
& Truck accessories such as Tonneau 

Covers, Side Steps, Trailer Hitches, 
Leather Interiors. Truck and Van Racks 

and Shelves and much, much more.
Please come down and 

fill out an application at 
195 Dekoven Drive, 

Middletown, CT 06457

Glastonbury & Rocky Hill
Stork Clubs are looking to hire
full time & part time teachers

to work with various ages. EOE C
IT
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Glastonbury (860) 659-3002
rocky Hill (860) 563-9096

Teachers

Town of Salem
Full-Time Position

Public Works Manager/Foreman
Position: The Public Works Manager/Foreman develops, 
administers, directs and supervises the programs and 
activities of the Public Works Department in the areas of 
road, bridge construction, maintenance and repair; transfer 
station management; vehicle and equipment maintenance; 
building maintenance and repairs, snow removal and storm 
emergencies and recreational area maintenance.

— The Town of Salem is an Equal Opportunity Employer —

See full job description and application at:
www.salemct.gov

Email resume and completed application to:
meredith.eisenberg@salemct.gov

R
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W E S T S I D E  M A N O R 
I S  S E A R C H I N G  F O R 
ATTENDANTS to  our  2nd 
and 3rd shift, 3PM-11PM and 
11PM-7AM shifts. Attendant 
Responsibilities: Housekeeping, 
Meal Prep and medicat ion 
administration required for the 
position. Medication Certification 
a plus but not necessary. Benefit 
of Attendant: Medical (Full time) 
Dental (full time). Interviews 
are done by appointment only 
following strict COVID guidelines 
at our location Monday thru 
Friday. Please call us at 860-267-
4401 to schedule an interview 
today! We are a COVID free 
facility. 9 West High Street, East 
Hampton. Job Type: Full-time/
Part-t ime. Salary: $14. **** 
$200.00 sign on bonus****and 
shift differential****

HELP WANTED - SEASONAL 
MAINTENANCE. Maintenance 
duties included but not limited to: 
grounds keeping, lawn care, pool 
maintenance & cleaning, general 
park repairs & renovations, site 
cleanups, wood cutting, raking, 
shovel ing, weed whacking, 
nighttime rounds/security and 
other duties as needed. Some 
lifting required. Mechanically 
inclined is preferred. Applicant 
must be 18 years or older with 
a current, valid driver’s license. 
Weekends/Holidays are a must. 
This position is a seasonal job 
as it is at a campground. This 
position also requires a friendly 
personality.  Candidate must 
be able to pass a background 
check. Any questions please call 
860.267.5300. EOE. Estimated 
start time March 2021. 

WELDER/FABRICATOR: Custom 
Sheet Metal Fabrication, light 
structural, min 5-10 yrs exp & 
SHEET METAL MECHANICS, 
APPRENTICES & HELPERS: 
Steady work, good benefits. Call 
for interview. 860-828-3762

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 
HIRING EXCEPTIONAL CNAs, 
FT or PT positions available for 
all shifts. Must be compassionate, 
committed to resident center 
quality care, a team player, and 
have fun while providing the 
highest level of hospitality in any 
senior living community. Must 
have a valid CT License. Please 
email kcifaldi@colebrookvillage.
com

PT CAR WASH ATTENDANT 
WANTED. Call Diamond Sparkle 
Car Wash in Colchester at 860-
531-9182

E2 ELECTRICIAN WANTED 
with residential experience and 
apprentices. Call John 860-214-
4045 or email gardelec@frontier.
com 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING   

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the 
following public hearing on Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 
7:00 P.M. via teleconference.  
Teleconference Number 877 – 304 – 9269 
Access Code 423694#
APPLICATION #ZBA-8-20 – Gordon Sime (Applicant/
Property Owner) Pettengill Vacant Lot located between 40 
Pettengill Road  & 39 Washington Road - is seeking vari-
ance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article 
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three 
A.5 Reduction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, 
Article Three A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six 
D. 2 a Front Yard Setback, in order to construct a single 
family house with a Front Yard Setback of 32 feet where 
50 feet is required.
Interested parties can review the application materials 
on the Town of Marlborough Website marlboroughct.net 
then go to meetings & agendas click on Agendas then go 
to Zoning Board of Appeals. Written testimony should be 
sent at least 24 hours ahead of the public hearing date to 
building@marlboroughct.net, and oral testimony may be 
given during the public hearing.

2TB 2/26, 3/5

LEGALS 

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING

BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF ACTION

    

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals at its meeting on 
Wednesday February 10 took the following action:
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-2-20 - Bill Lardi & Amy Traversa 
(Applicant/Property Owner), 182 No Main St. is seeking 
variance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article 
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 
Reduction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article 
Three A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Rear 
Yard Setback, &  Article Six D.2.c Rear yard Setback in order 
to construct a single family house with a Front Yard Setback 
of 26.27 feet where 50 feet is required and a Rear Yard 
Setback of 28.26 feet where 50 feet is required. 
APPLICATION CONTINUED: PUBLIC HEARING
SCHEDULED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-8-20 – Gordon Sime (Applicant/
Property Owner) Pettengill Vacant Lot located between 40 
Pettengill Road  & 39 Washington Road - is seeking vari-
ance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article 
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 
Reduction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article 
Three A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front 
Yard Setback, in order to construct a single family house with 
a Front Yard Setback of 32 feet where 50 feet is required. 
A public hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, March 10 at 
7pm.
Alan Miller/ ZBA Chair
Dated at Marlborough, CT this 17th day of February. 

1TB 2/26

Mohawk Manufacturing Company 
in Middletown is Hiring an 

Entry Level Assistant 
Power Press Operator

Small manufacturing company looking to hire 
someone to learn how to set up and run stamp-
ing power presses. Mechanics skills a plus but 
not required. HS diploma or GED required. 
Need basic math, reading, writing skills and 
good communication. We work Monday - 
Thursday 10 hour days. Pay $15 an hour. 
Email resume to Secretary@mohawk-mfg.
com, mail to Hiring Manager 1270 Newfield 
St., Middletown CT 06457 or apply through 
our ad at indeed.com Search Mohawk 06457. 
All interested applicants must apply or send in 
resume by March 4th, 2021. RE2-26-21

Landscaping help & equipment 
operator. Must have a valid and clean 

driver’s license. Good Pay.
Thompson Landscape 

860-659-1438

HELP WANTED 

C
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EmpLoymEnt
HELP WANTED: PERSONAL 
CARE, HOUSEKEEPING and 
gardening. Hours 4-9 PM. Call 
860-537-3243
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If anyone refused to rent to you because of 
your source of income, race, color, national 
origin, sexual orientation, gender, religion, 
marital status, age, disability or because you 
have children, you may have been the victim 
of illegal housing discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION  IS 
ILLEGAL 

For Help Call 888-247-4401

REAL EStAtE

FOR RENT

C
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1

Second Floor apartment of two family 
house located at 1099 Tryon Street, 

South Glastonbury. Two bedroom with 
office, living room and dining room.

Rent is flexible between $1200-1700 
based on occupants.

Heat and electricity not included.
Lease and security deposit  required.

Call or text George at
860-918-5442

rentals

R
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Love and Kindness are 
never wasted. They 

always make a difference

R
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Tatiana Geist

2790 Main Street Glastonbury, CT
TatianaGeist@bhhsNE.com

TatianaGeist.com

860-805-8710Call me today 
for a free consultation.

Don’t wait for spring!
Buyers are starting their home search

earlier than ever before.
In this competitive market, waiting to list

 could put you at a disadvantage.
Don’t wait until spring has sprung...

Let me help you get ahead of the curve!
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GLASTONBURY SIDE-BY-
SIDE DUPLEX on nice street. 2 
bedrooms with garage. Private 
office, gas heat. $1350./month. 
Call 860-338-0023.

HEBRON APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. Spacious six rooms plus 
bath.  Outdoor spaces, walk to 
town. Credit check, deposit, no 
pets.  $1,600. per month includes 
utilities.  860-306-3967

Glastonbury Center – 2 Bdrm 
$1,390 Inc. Heat / Hot water. 
Excellent condition. Large 2 
bdrm; Lvg room; 1 bath; large 
t i led ki tchen with quartz & 
stainless range, fridge, dish. 
and microwave; hardwood floors 
throughout.  Private parking lot; 
laundry in building; large storage 
area. Heat and hot water included. 
Perfect for someone looking for an 
immaculate apartment. $1,390/
mo. 860-798-7403.

H O M E  F O R  R E N T 
M A R L B O R O U G H .  N e w l y 
Renovated 3/4 BR, 2 Bath. 
Laundry room with washer/dryer  
w/extra fridge, home office area, 
porch/deck, nice yard, 30 sec to 
Rt. 2. No pets preferred. $2000./
mo. includes snow/lawn. 860-930-
4455 Barry

ROOMMATE WANTED TO 
SHARE HOUSE IN LEBANON. 
$500./month plus 40% of utilities. 
Credit check. Call 860-908-4316

EAST HAMPTON EFFICIENCY, 
heat included. First, security, 
$795./month. Call 860-818-2357

Nick Sells Houses Fast
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232 S. Main Street
Colchester, CT 06415

Get your FREE
price analysis

by texting “value” to 
860.300.3861

– Most sold in 2 days –

Look...
Your

Ad
ShouLd 

Be
here!

CALL uS
TodAY AT:

860-633-4691
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Tracy Molloy
#1 Agent for Volume & Units Sold in 2020

Coldwell Banker • Glastonbury Office

NEW TO MARKET

SOLD In Multiple Offers

NEW TO MARKET
Investment Property 

We need more homes to sell!
Low inventory means TOP 
DOLLAR for your property!

Call Tracy Molloy at 860-573-8525 
today! Professional marketing 

tools, a showing is a sale!

860-573-8525

Open Sunday 12-2pm

2 Clarks Pond Lane
Ivoryton • $424,900

102 Comstock Trail
East Hampton • $384,900

252-260 Norwich Avenue
Colchester • $899,900

Sprawling contemporary home with 
approx 3000 sq ft of living space in 
the heart of Ivoryton! 2 car detached 
oversized garage. 

Beautiful 4 bedroom contemporary cape 
style home in desirable neighborhood.

Perfect opportunity for investor or owner 
occupied! One 4 family, separate building 
with 3 car garage perfect for a contractor, 
includes a single family rental home 
with 2 detached garage foe rental storage 
space. Cash flow!
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tREE & LAndScApinG

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT8-27-20

HIC #0650282

Call for 
ServiCe

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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9-

24
-2

0

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Winter Is Here!

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Now Scheduling ROOF RAKING
Please think of your roof tops as more snow will accumulate with each storm
and the heavier it will get, especially if it hasn’t been given a chance to melt.

RLFrancks@comcast.net

Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
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Excavation Land Clearing Drainage Concrete 
Retaining Walls Waterlines Foundation Prep
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
CALL TODAY FOR SNOWPLOWING

Licensed 
& Insured P7 License

860-335-0247
www.PromisedLandEarthworks.com

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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RKG TREE SERVICES 
24 hr emergency services available. 
All season tree removal, 
stump grinding, chipping. 
Roger@rkgtreeservices.com or  
860-801-0591

CIT 2-4-21

HomE impRovEmEnt
BENGSTON HANDYMAN

& PAINTING SERVICE
Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 
new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

we are 
scheduling 

spring clean-ups 
now!
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Diane Gombieski

gombieski@snet.net
860-977-4857

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

Emily Cyr

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com
860-805-0451

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Angela Aresco Vikki BrothersVanessa Aquino Kristie BenjaminPeter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com 
203-667-7436

Lauren Reis

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com
413 896-3126

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Preston Roth

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com
860-662-0735

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester
www.CarlGuild.com

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Kira Coon

kiramcoon@gmail.com 
860-575-3177

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796
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Free Estimates
860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions, 

renovations, interior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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E
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HomE impRovEmEnt

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 PORTLAND, CT

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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kimsadlon@cox.net
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 over 2300 
aluminum side homes 
repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

52nd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
Interior & Exterior Painting / Carpentry

“With Attention to Detail”

Since 1969

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & paper/Drywall 
& Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: Jimcharter952@gmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SERvicES

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514
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A Family Tradition
Since 1955

Roofing • Siding • Decks
Windows & Doors

Porches • Carpentry

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

R
E

5-
15

-2
0

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2020 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"No LeAk" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
R
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Remodels • Bathrooms • Painting
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Stairs • Decks • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

LAMINATING AVAILABLE 
AT THE CITIZEN: Protect 
your important documents, 
memorabilia, ID, Social Security, 
membership cards, photographs, 
menus, etc. The Glastonbury 
Citizen.  Reasonable rates. 
Material laminated up to 18” 
wide. Call 633-4691 or visit the 
office at 87 Nutmeg Lane. 

WE DO DUMP RUNS/ODD 
JOBS. Deck and pool removals. 
Will remove junk from your 
basement, garage and attic. 
Trucks, Bobcat and dump truck 
available. 860-209-5146

NO MOVE TOO BIG OR TOO 
SMALL, residential, commercial, 
moving labor, driver service, on-
site moving, emergency moves, 
etc.  Affordable, experienced, 
professional, efficient, 23 years of 
experience. Dump runs included.  
860-518-8309 

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning,  Caps,  Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

L O O K I N G  F O R  H E L P 
SHOVELING SNOW, CLEANING 
OUT YOUR GARAGE, cleaning 
out and repairing your gutters, 
planting shrubs or weeding your 
garden? Need help gathering 
up junk to be removed or other 
odd jobs? Please call Dean at 
860-705-7814.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAULING: 
Same day appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-garages, 
even the junk in the backyard.  
Call Mark @ 860-295-9692 or 
cell 916-9577.

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
REFINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and laying 
of all wood floors. Free Estimates. 
James Gorman 647-9261

STARKEY HOME REMODELING 
- Call today for a free estimate 
on a l l  your  In ter ior  and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, siding, 
ki tchens/baths, basements, 
flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, insulation, 
trim, etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597. 

OUR HOUSE PAINTING AND 
RENOVATION - Exterior / Interior 
Painting, Staining, Repairs - New 
window replacements installed, 
Tiling, Decking, Power Washing. 
Spring is here, call or text Todd at 
860-305-9895 for Free Estimate 
/ 25 years experience / Lic. and 
insured / CT Lic.# HIC.0552558
.
RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: Crown 
Molding, Chair Rails, Window 
Seats, Bookcases, Entertainment 
Centers, Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking changed 
to Trex, Attic stairs, Kitchen and 
baths, Water damage and rot 
repair of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete repair 
of drywall and plaster. We also 
combat the entry of mice and 
more. Call Rene (860)643-0428

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & floors. 
Licensed/Insured. Give us a call 
for a free estimate. Starr Builders, 
LLC See us on Facebook. B.B.B. 
860-267-1496.

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall to 
plumbing, painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to Help,  
Old fashion service. Licensed and 
insured. Free estimates. Call Dan 
@ 860-917- 3154  

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All types of 
tile work, kitchens, baths. All work 
guaranteed. 16 years experience. 
Call 508-0893.

M I C H A U D  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT & HANDYMAN 
SERVICE: Deck,  windows, 
siding & odd jobs. No job too 
small. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

C H A R L I E ’ S  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT. 20+ years 
e x p e r i e n c e .  B a s e m e n t 
hatchways, entry, interior, storm 
and garage doors. Decks, tiling, 
carpentry, porches, screening, 
drywall, ceiling fans, suspended 
ceilings and painting. Handyman 
Services. Guaranteed work. Call 
860-463-9077.

GRAVEL, STONE, MILLINGS, 
SAND, MULCH AND TOPSOIL, 
3½ ton deliveries.  Dump runs, 
single item pick ups.   Call Tom 
for pricing. 860-228-7171.

Your
Ad

Should 
Be

here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FoR SALE

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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0from dripping faucets to all

your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Firewood For Sale
All hArdwood

$220 per cord
Call 860-659-1438

Free 
Delivery in 

Glastonbury

Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-13-20

860-819-4821
E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com

CT LIC# 0648345

199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT
860-531-2363

Monday - Thursday: 10am - 6pm
Friday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm

Sunday 10am - 3pm

RE2-26-21

SALE EXTENDED 1 WEEK!

Heating, Air Conditioning & 
Ductless Heat Pumps 
Installation, Service & Repair

NAtuRAl GAS • OIl • PROPANe
Maintenance Plans, Financing Available

AbsoluteAirservices.com

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

02
11
21

The AbsoluTe besT In...

CIT2-11-21

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952

C
IT

3-
5-

20

R
E

3-
13

-2
0

AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush hogging • Topsoil & Stone Delivery

Walkways & Patios
Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 
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860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119
& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen, 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street). 633-4691.

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/SPLIT 
hard wood full cord $240. Half 
cord $150. Deliver included to 
local area. All wood tumbled for 
clean delivery. Quick Delivery. Call 
860-633-5766.

2003 FORD F-350 DIESEL 7.3L 
4X4, 176K with Fisher V Plow 
installed. $10,490. Includes Salt 
Dog rear sander. Oversized rims 
and tires. Call 860-368-8844. 

CARPET CLEANING- Have your 
carpets dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated with water. 
Best method available for removal 
of pet stains, etc. Removes 
allergens. Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. References, 
insured. Since 1977. Stay healthy, 
keep clean. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

CINDERELA’S CLEANING . 
Commercial and Residential. 
Weekly/biweekly/monthly or a 
one time cleaning. Fully insured. 
Can do windows and painting. 
25-years of experience. Cindy 
860-301-0975, 860-342-1607. 
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

POLISH WOMAN CAN CLEAN 
YOUR HOUSE/OFFICE WITH 
CARE. Third cleaning 50% off. 
Insured, bonded, free estimates, 
r e f e r e n c e s .  S a t i s f a c t i o n 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 860-
268-2301

PRE-SCHOOL OPENINGS 
JUNE-JANUARY AT OUR 
C H I L D R E N ’ S  P L A C E , 
GLASTONBURY’S FINEST 
LEARNING CENTER for Infants-
School Age. Serving families for 
30 years promoting an exceptional 
learning environment and loving 
care. Call for tour appt 659-4766 
ourchildrensplacechildcare.com
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