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Portland Family Creates
Unique Book Swap

By Jack Lakowsky
About three weeks ago, Portland resident 

Keith Vincenzo shared with the community his 
impressive homemade book swap, where locals 
can deposit a few extra books in exchange for 
new reads from among the shelves of volumes.  

But swappers can also marvel at the artistry 
of Vincenzo’s inspired design and expert car-
pentry – the structure is modeled after an iconic 
visual piece from his favorite TV show. 

“I’m a lifelong Dr. Who fan,” Vincenzo told 
the Rivereast Monday.  

Dr. Who is a British science fiction/adventure 
show produced by the BBC. It initially ran from 
1963-89 and then took a break before the cur-
rent version launched in 2005. The show fol-
lows the eponymous “Doctor,” who in a Time 
and Relative Dimensions in Space (TARDIS) 
machine travels throughout the universe to bat-
tle injustice. 

The title character has been portrayed by 
multiple actors over the years. Vincenzo said 
his favorite portrayal was by David Tennant, 
who inhabited the character from 2005-10. Ten-
nant is also known for his role as the sadistic 
Barty Crouch Jr., an antagonist in the Harry 
Potter film series. 

The famous TARDIS design is based on blue 
police boxes, a common sight in 1960s Eng-
land. It is a staple among the Dr. Who fandom. 

In the show’s mythos, the TARDIS is much, 
much larger inside than outside. 

Hopefully, Portland can avoid cosmic crises, 
and the local TARDIS can stay anchored at least 
through the remainder of the school year, which 
is when Vincenzo said the TARDIS may come 

down for maintenance. 
Vincenzo, alluding to the pandemic, said he 

at least hopes to keep it going until “we have 
some normalcy back in our lives.”

Aline Vincenzo, a teacher who works in Hart-
ford and Keith Vincenzo’s wife, said there’s no 
better way to embody the experience of reading 
a book than a TARDIS – expansive within, but 
transportable on the outside.

“And just like the TARDIS, books can take 
you anywhere,” said Aline. “We wanted to cap-
ture that theme.”

An avid reader and lover of education, Aline 
wanted to share literature of all kinds with the 
community for free, without hassle. 

As a teacher, Aline knows the struggle of 
teaching literature virtually, a necessity during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

“We wanted to provide an avenue to get 
physical books,” said Aline. 

Aline also said the TARDIS served as a way 
to help reduce her own piles of books. 

The couple said the community has embraced 
the book swap and they estimated between 10 
and 20 cars visit the swap per week. 

The couple said locals have raved about the 
TARDIS swap, especially for the availability of 
children’s books and young adult literature. The 
Vincenzos said they’ve been encouraged to see 
a decent number of young readers visit the big 
blue book box. 

In fact, the Vincenzos said they hope to see 
more young adult and kids’ books donated, as 
they seem to fly off the shelves. Mainstream 

 Portland amateur carpenter Keith Vincenzo built this Dr. Who-inspired time-
travelling book swap as a Halloween prop, but now it serves to transport readers 
to other worlds. The TARDIS book swap can be found on Route 17. And yes, it’s 
bigger on the inside.

For Colchester Theatre Troupe, Show Must Go On
By Karla Santos 

Creativity has been a lifesaver for many 
throughout the pandemic, and this has been es-
pecially true for members of Colchester Com-
munity Theatre. The group is set to continue 
its annual tradition of performing for the com-
munity – though this year, it will be a virtual 
production.  

The theater troupe will present the play Al-
most, Maine via Zoom Saturday, Feb. 13, at 7 
p.m. 

The play’s director, Wallis Johnson, said 
Colchester Community Theatre (CCT) has, for 
22 years, produced a musical every February. 
This year, because of COVID-19 restrictions 
the group will not be able to do the typical in-
person show. 

“We wanted to maintain contact with our 
community – our acting community as well as 
our Colchester community,” Johnson said. “So 
we decided to do a virtual play.

“We really wanted to just be there for our 
town and the whole theatre community,” she 
added. 

Johnson noted that normally CCT’s produc-
tions are performed four times in a weekend, 
but this time the show will only be streamed 
once.  

“So people have to make it or they’ll miss it,” 
she said. 

The setting of the play is the small town of 
Almost, Maine; and it tells the story of people 
who live in the town who experience love and 
loss in various but rare ways. The play, written 
by John Cariani, premiered in – aptly – Maine 
in 2004, and was selected by American National 
Theatre as one of the most outstanding regional 
theatre productions of the 2004-05 season. Fol-
lowing a brief off-Broadway run in 2006, it has 
gone on to be performed across the nation and 
even across the globe.

Johnson said CCT has been rehearsing the 
play virtually – and actors are in charge of put-
ting together their costumes and props.  

“The actors really came together to support 
each other,” Johnson said, adding that in previ-
ous years, when the shows were held in person, 
the CCT worked with custom and prop crews. 

Normally for its musicals, CCT has a cast of 
around 75 people, but this year, there are only 
19. 

“While we are very excited to be able to do 
something on our show weekend, we are also 
really missing the people that are always with 
us,” Johnson said. “They just don’t make virtual 

shows that big.” 
Kevin Shirey, video editor for the group, 

explained that the scenes are prerecorded indi-
vidually by each actor and that, with the help 
of technology, he will merge people together to 
make it look as if they were on the same scene. 

The crew is also using a smart background 
feature offered by Zoom, through which Shirey 
will move the background from each actor to 
replace it with a background that would be ap-
propriate for the show. 

Shirey is working along with Rich Arsenault, 
who is managing the recordings and other tech-
nical set-ups for the actors. 

Shirey said the method has proven challeng-
ing – for example, actors will have to “kiss” 
or “hug” each from their screens, and the tech 
crew has to make it look as real as possible. 

“We thought this would be very easy, we 
thought it would be cool for actors to do, but it 
has provided a whole other set of challenges,” 
he said. 

Still, Shirey noted that the method works for 
the most part and it was a lower cost way of do-
ing a virtual play. 

He said that despite the challenges, being 
able to put the play together is “rewarding.” 

Shirey used to work in-person with CCT, but 
moved to Alabama in 2015 and has been help-
ing out virtually ever since. 

“It’s a great way to stay connected, regardless 
of where we are in the world,” Shirey said. “I 
think that’s great to let people practice their art 
and do it in a different way.” 

Johnson said that, in past years, about 2,000 
people would attend the CCT production over 
the course of the show weekend. She said offer-
ing performing arts to the town for 22 years has 
been a “special thing.” 

Johnson said that because so many people 
have lost their jobs or taken pay cuts due to the 
pandemic, the CCT Board of Directors decided 
to offer the production for free to members of 
the public. 

“We are asking people if they are able, to 
make a donation and we are going to send at 
least 50% of that donation to the Colchester 
food and fuel banks,” she said. 

To watch CCT’s production of Almost, Maine, 
visit www.showtix4u.com/event-details/45871 
for a link and the opportunity to make a dona-
tion. To learn more about CCT, visit www.col-
chestercommunitheatre.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
Someone asked me the other day if I have a Facebook page.  I don’t and for one 

simple reason: I’d be embarrassed to have everyone know how boring my life is—I  
mean, how many photos can you post of yourself lying on the couch with your favorite 
partner (i.e., a bag of potato chips)? 

Also, my tech savvy and uber-cool sons inform me that Facebook has been hijacked 
and despoiled by “old people” (which in their estimation covers an age range of about 
40 to 110) and is no longer a valued means of communication among people who mat-
ter (i.e., people like them).

This is fairly typical of my experience with modern technology, TV shows, self-
checkout methods, etc.: by the time I’ve gained a rudimentary understanding of what’s 
involved, the world has moved on and what I’ve finally mastered is obsolete and  
“uncool.”

Not that I have any interest in becoming a Facebook poster.
Facebook, for those of you who are you less even technologically savvy than I,  is a 

place somewhere in cyberspace where you can post pictures of yourself and  “friend” 
people to keep them up to date on what you’re doing and what’s new in your life 
(i.e. Look at me! Look at me!). The extent of what people post and how often they 
update it seems to depend on how much attention they need (or, alternatively, how 
self-important they are).

Why anyone should care about the dumb stuff they’re doing is another question 
entirely. 

A cursory scan of the kind of personal news people post on Facebook leads me to 
three conclusions: 1) What is important to you means nothing to me and 2) If this is 
what makes your life interesting, it is amazing that the suicide rate in this country isn’t 
higher than it already is and 3) Lots of young people apparently haven’t gotten the 
word that Facebook is no longer cool.

Some typical Facebook type postings: 
New babies. Why do people with newborn babies feel compelled to post photos 

of the birthing process for all to see, generally accompanied by breathless disserta-
tions on the wondrous spirituality of the whole thing? As someone who kept his eyes 
squeezed tightly shut through the birth of his own two children, I have absolutely no 
interest in seeing video or a photo montage of your kid emerging into the world from 
mom’s nether regions, accompanied by all sorts of nasty slime. Contrary to what you 
seem to believe, you are not the first person in the civilized world to have children. Get 
over it. And if you must take photos of the whole disgusting process, keep them out of 
public circulation for God’s sake.  

How great you’re doing. With the possible exception of your mother, nobody 
wants to hear all the gloating details about how you just got a promotion at work, a 
big raise, are engaged to an heiress and spent the summer sailing off Nantucket.  For 
your information, I have a canoe and I could be boating right now if I wanted to—at 
least I could be if someone hadn’t stolen the paddles when I was in the package store 
buying booze in an unsuccessful effort to drown my sorrows. 

How great the kids are doing.  I think it’s wonderful that your youngest son got 
into Harvard and plans to major in astrophysics. No, I don’t think you’re bragging. I’d 
want to tell the whole world, too. By the way, does he still play with dolls?  Not that 
there’s anything wrong with that.  

Party photos. For some reason, high school and college age kids think they should 
post photos of themselves and their friends having a good time—which typically 
seems to involve copious amounts of beer and sticking their tongue in the ear of a 
member of the opposite sex. While these may be of great interest to future employers 
doing background checks, I don’t need to see photos of parties I wasn’t invited to. I 
don’t want to be reminded of how much fun it is to be young.  You know what I did 
for fun today? I got the snow shovel out of the garage, scooped up a dead possum from 
the end of my driveway and deposited him in my neighbor’s recycling bin. Did I feel 
the need to post pictures of it on Facebook? No. 

Your new shoes.  Really?  And I thought my life was boring.
Cute pet photos. No, I don’t think 4,000 photos of your hamster doing everything 

from licking himself to retrieving a tennis ball is overkill. Oh, it’s a dog? 
Bragging about your exercise regimen. Wow, you’re training for the Boston Mar-

athon? I could do that too, if I wasn’t so fat and lazy. 
References to your ‘lovely bride.’ Would you please stop referring to your wife as 

your bride?  That was over 40 years and (between the two of you) about 300 pounds 
ago. Considering that she refers to you as “my albatross,” I’d say the honeymoon is 
over, pal.

Jim Hallas, Publisher

More good vaccine news this week. 
NBC Connecticut reported Wednesday 

morning that the White House said Tuesday 
states will receive an additional 10.5 million 
doses of the coronavirus vaccine over the next 
three weeks. Pfizer also announced plans to 
deliver 200 million doses of its vaccine by 
May – earlier than its initial forecast of July.

So, as the vaccine becomes more widely 
available, it seems like a good time to relay 
some information I received this week from 
the Russell Mercier Senior Center, about how 
to find vaccine clinics in the state. 

The public directory of vaccine clinics is 
at www.211ct.org/vaccineclinics. All clinics 
require an appointment to be made in ad-
vance. When viewing the directory of vaccine 
clinics, click on ‘More Details’ for specific 
information about how you can schedule an 
appointment at each location. Those eligible 
to receive the vaccine who are unable to self-
schedule an appointment due to lack of inter-
net access or access to technology, a disability 
or a language barrier can call the COVID-19 
Vaccine Appointments Assistance Line at 
877-918-2224 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to schedule an appointment. 

I strongly feel the vaccines will be the best 
way to crush this pandemic – allowing life to 
finally return to normal. I’m amazed this has 
gone on as long as it has. When annual events 
started to get canceled last spring, the not just 
hope but expectation was that they’d be back 
in 2021. The reality is sinking in, though, that 
this won’t be the case. 

Sloan Brewster reported last week that 
the Maple Fest in Hebron has already been 
canceled, for the second straight year. St. Pat-
rick’s Day parades across the country have 
also been scrapped – although some places 
have opted for a postponement instead of a 
full-out cancellation. Scranton, Pa., for ex-
ample, has optimistically moved its parade to 
September. I certainly hope things are better 
by then. With the encouraging vaccine news, 
I’m crossing my fingers they will be.

* * *
Less good coronavirus news: Mask non-

compliance continues to be a thing. Delta 
announced recently it has barred 880 people 
from flights due to refusal to wear a mask. 
And that’s just one airline; industry group 
Airlines for America reported recently that 

 Messages of Kindness…For the last month, encouraging messages of kindness and 
positive affirmations have been showcased throughout Jack Jackter Intermediate 
School. Taking the lead from the posters, four students in Tammie Bakaj’s grade 3 
classroom, Piper Owens, Bailey Cowell, Kaylee Krol and Madison Raulukaitis (pic-
tured from left), took the initiative to create and hang their own notices of kindness and 
encouragement. They shared their posters with their fellow third-graders. Students 
may tear off a compliment and share it with a friend. Positive messages included “you 
are valued,” “you are amazing,” “you matter,” “you make a difference” and more. 

Preserve Historic Integrity
To the Editor: 

We live at 51 Long Hill Rd. in the northeast 
corner of the Village of Middle Haddam, which 
is part of the Middle Haddam Historic District 
and zoned R-2 Residential. There is an appli-
cation before the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission to make a complete change 
or change a portion of the 17.86 acres abutting 
us at 53 Long Hill Road from R-2 Residential to 
Commercial. We feel that any decision made by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission should 
take into consideration the fact that this land is 
subject to the Middle Haddam Historic District 
Ordinance and as such, any development would 
be controlled by the MHHD Commission. 

The boundaries of the Historic District took 
a long time to establish and resulted in a com-
prehensive, larger and meaningful district, fol-
lowing the residential borders and serving as a 
buffer from commercial intrusion. Any attempt 
to change zoning that would compromise the 
natural residential boundaries as established is 
unacceptable and precedent-setting. The pro-
posed application, if not approved, should not 
present a hardship to the applicant. 

The historic integrity of the Village of Middle 
Haddam is worth preserving as a taxable asset 
for the Town of East Hampton. 

Ronald and Lois McCutcheon 
Middle Haddam

Find Trump Guilty
To the Editor:

In Trump’s first impeachment trial, the Sen-
ate called no witnesses and heard no testimony. 
With the exception of Mitt Romney, the Re-
publicans voted to acquit. This enabled Trump 
to continue his attacks on democracy as he 
campaigned to become dictator-in-chief. He 
encouraged the mob to attack the seat of our 
government in a most violent way, threatening 
our elected representatives who were perform-
ing their sworn duties. After promising to lead 
the march, he retreated to his quarters to enjoy 
watching the ensuing mayhem. 

If Trump is not convicted in next week’s trial, 
we must live with a new idea that

 “No man is above the law, except the presi-
dent.” God help us if this were ever to become 
true. I am convinced that he must be found 
guilty.

Ed Gyllanhammer – Portland

Erasing Colchester’s History
To the Editor:

At a Zoom meeting on Feb. 1, the topic of 
Pierpont Bacon came up and a white man 
played the old song about trying to erase his-
tory. His lack of self-awareness was astounding 
as he failed to recognize a history that Colches-
ter has already erased.

First, the timing: On Day 1 of Black His-
tory Month, he lamented about the erasing of 
a white man from history. Are the 11 months 
of white history not enough? Then we were 
reminded that we need to “learn from history.” 
I agree, but it seems the lesson about taking a 
new and diverse lens to our history was missed.

Two hundred+ years ago, Colchester effec-
tively erased approximately a dozen people 
from its narrative. These were the enslaved 
people owned by Pierpont and Abigail Bacon. 
These human beings were the industry that en-
abled Bacon to accumulate the wealth that he 
then bequeathed to the school. It is also likely 
that the same slave labor built the building we 
cherish. They lived, labored, and died construct-
ing the institutions we now venerate.

Colchester needs to do more than just ac-
knowledge these people’s existence. We need 
to hold them up as providers/benefactors and 
creators of one of the oldest continuously oper-
ating high school in the country. This is in our 
power. Please consider getting involved with 
the Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Commission 
here in town. 

Amy Domeika – Colchester
Note: Domeika is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Education but said she is speaking as 
an individual.

Thanks from Lions Club
To the Editor:

The Colchester Lions Club wants to thank 
the residents and businesses of Colchester 
who contributed to our Annual Appeal. We un-
derstand that this has been a difficult year for 
many, and we greatly appreciate the members 
of our community who have stepped up to sup-
port our Club’s efforts during this pandemic. 
This money helps make up some of what we 
would normally raise with our traditional fund-
raisers such as Carnival, Craft Fair and our Pan-
cake Breakfast which we have been unable to 
hold this past year. 

The money raised from this campaign will 
be distributed throughout the Colchester com-
munity in the form of scholarships, as well as, 
through direct service projects this winter and 
spring. Thank you again for your support! If 
anyone would like to still contribute, please 
mail your contribution to: Colchester Lions 
Charities, Inc. P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT 
06415. 

Kindest Regards,
Nicole Reardon, President
and Annual Appeal Chairs

Colchester Lions Club
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East Hampton

Store Hours: Mon-Wed 8-6; Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

East Hampton

Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now In Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery
Call Today!
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

$530440 $$530530440440320320320

DUMPSTER RENTALS

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$320 + CT sales tax

1.5 tons/3,000 lbs allotted
$95/ton over 1.5 tons

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$440 + CT sales tax

2.5 tons/5,000 lbs allotted
$95/ton over 2.5 tons

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$530 
+ CT sales tax

3.5 tons/7,000 lbs tons allotted
$95/ton over 3.5 tons

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE

860-642-7351 • STERLINGSUPERIOR.COM

Limited Time Pricing*

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE

*Must mention Norwich Times when ordering. Expires April 1, 2021. Free 7 Day Rental. $5 per day after 7 days.
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Throw Out 2020...
Start 2021 with a Dumpster Rental!
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*Must mention Rivereast News Bulletin when ordering. Expires April 1, 2021. Free 7 Day Rental. $5 per day after 7 days.

See Letters, page 4

R.I.P. Hartford Courant?
To the Editor:

The venerable Hartford Courant can’t be 
long for this world given what’s been going on: 
the latest being the sale of their iconic Broad 
Street presence, where I once watched magnifi-
cent printing presses in operation in the bowels 
of the basement. With printing now being done 
in Springfield, alas, the presses are no more, 
along with much of the Courant’s stellar human 
capital that has been jettisoned.

Not Remaining Silent
To the Editor:

Last week’s Rivereast included letters from 
a few readers who were appealing for a more 
affable political discourse. While I appreciate 
their sentiment that vitriol is divisive, and we 
should favor more unity and positive change, 
this assertion implies there are two equivalent 
camps who hold equal realities. There is an 
old saying that a shallow understanding from 
people of good will is more frustrating than ab-
solute misunderstanding from people of ill will. 

The truth is there is a paranoid subculture 
of conspiracists, who subscribe to radicalized 
beliefs. They are unreachable, they hate their 
own government and will go to infinite lengths 
to spread fear and panic. Now is the time that 
favors confronting this type of radical intoler-
ance, as both a necessary truth and a positive 
form of change. The idea that calling out ag-
gressions of voter suppression, systemic rac-
ism, sedition, white supremacy and mask sham-
ing isn’t comfortable, and therefore is a charade 
and serves no purpose, is imprudent. The real-
ity is, attempting to reason with a seditious mob 
who murdered a police officer, while besieging 
the capital and launching an insurrection to 
overthrow the U.S. government, is beyond po-
lite conversation. 

If this rabble were capable of debating pol-
icy based on the facts, of being self-reflective 
enough to welcome unity and refrain from ped-
dling absurdities to anyone who will listen; we 
wouldn’t be having this conversation in the first 
place. Ultimately, this has less to do with poli-
tics. It’s about a collective awareness and refus-
ing to remain silent about things that matter.

Joe Stevens – Hebron

Toys for Tots
To the Editor:

Again I have the pleasure of saying thank you 
to so many people. 2020, what more could be 
said that hasn’t already been said about such a 
crazy year?

The 2020 annual Marines Toys for Tots toy 
drive was a huge success because of you peo-
ple; you made a lot of kids out there very happy 
this year.

Thanks go out to: Bud’s Café and your loyal 
customers, you did a great job again this year; 
CSB in Portland, great job, keep up the good 
work with those fancy trucks; Stor-U-Self Stor-
age in Portland, great job, Mike; and thanks to 
the Klick family in Portland, great job. Also, to 
everyone who donated a toy or toys to the pro-
gram, I say thank you and I salute you all; you 
people make this program work.

Jim Soder
Middlesex County Commandant

Marine Corps League

Grayville Road
To the Editor:

The Rivereast article “Dispute Over Access 
to Trails on Grayville Road” missed the key is-
sue. The DEEP proposal for Blackledge forest 
block (Proposal) was not influenced by a lone 
resident. It was drafted without soliciting input 
from adjoining property owners. They, along 
with everyone else, were given the opportuni-
ty to comment when the proposal was issued. 
Once this is clear, the comments made by those 
given attribution appear unduly biased and fur-
thering an agenda.

The proposed relocation of forest access from 
the end of Grayville to other more suitable loca-
tions was driven by concerns that “there is only 
7% of the total land area not being disturbed by 
recreational traffic. The current unauthorized 
trail network is excessively extensive and con-
structed with no consideration to its negative 
impact on soils, vegetation, wildlife. Actions 
need to be taken to stop this illegal use” refer-
ring off road trails.

More broadly, Grayville Road channels too 
much traffic into limited parking areas located 
too closely to residences. The infrastructure has 
not kept pace with the demand and has been 
neglected. ATV and other motorized access is 
prohibited, but regularly occurs. Emergency ac-
cess is often blocked. Sunset closure and park-
ing restrictions are ignored, and enforcement is 
haphazard. Coordination of the township and 
the DEEP to address these concerns would be 
most welcome.

Teddy Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot worked 
tirelessly to preserve wilderness areas recog-
nizing them as sources of timeless inspiration. 
Preservation for future generations requires we 
limit adverse impacts on these areas. If any-
thing, the divergence of opinion here, appears 
to be about respect for the forest vs. unfettered 
access with limited regard for those that live in 
or near the forest.

David Tant – Amston

‘Grandpa,’ Not President
To the Editor:

In response to a recent letter about “grand-
pas,” I’ll add my opinion.

Charlotte Markham wrote an introspective 
letter last week. She deserves my respect. She 
is fortunate that she has such wonderful memo-
ries of representative “grandpas” in her life and 
was moved to write about them. “Grandpas” 
epitomize hugs, fishing, ice cream, car repair, 
and worldly personal advice. Having said that, 
it is fair to say that her grandfather, father, hus-
band, and son were never, and will never be, the 
single most powerful man in the world. That is a 
position that comes with responsibility beyond 
the comprehension of any Rivereast letter writ-
er. And when that position is filled, the occupant 
is open to immense scrutiny by the 350 million 
individuals whose lives can be affected by even 
the most mundane of decisions. And scrutiny 
comes in all flavors. 

Charlotte probably understands the weekly 
trading of vitriol in this forum. Clearly, she has 
opinions, as do I. For example, some see Don-
ald Trump as a sociopathic, racist, hate-mon-
gering antichrist (right, Edmund?). I see Donald 
Trump as a salesman who outsold a bunch of 
other salesmen. Really, really, angry salesmen. 
Conversely, I see Joe Biden as one of many life-
long Washington barnacles that has embarked 

on a 50-year political endeavor to ingratiate 
himself with the federal establishment, corpo-
rate power brokers, and foreign governments. 

Having had aging parents, I also see charac-
teristics in Joe Biden that should pique concern 
about his role as a pawn for Democrat control-
mongers, a group that considers the My Pillow 
guy to be a bigger threat than Antifa or BLM 
(Edmund Smith says it’s because I’m old and 
white). 

Charlotte sees Joe Biden differently than I. 
Fair enough. I’m good with that. I think Joe 
should be “grandpa,” not the occupant of the 
White House.

 #Gabbard2024 
Regards,

Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

During the 2016 presidential campaign, and 
through the four years of Donald Trump’s pres-
idency, readers were fed daily anti-Trump dia-
tribes rivaling those of Stephen Colbert of CBS 
TV’s The Late Show. The paper’s editorial car-
toons of Trump were as incessant as they were 
repulsive. The Courant’s one-sided news cov-
erage was mired in an alternate reality oblivi-
ous to rampaging violence in the streets of Se-
attle, Portland, Minneapolis, et al, and Hunter 
Biden’s profiting from his father’s coattails, all 
purposed with electing Joe Biden.

In an apparent last-ditch effort to atone for 
its sins, the Courant is now publishing con-
servative columnists that include stalwarts Cal 
Thomas and Victor Davis Hanson, much to the 
consternation of at least one reader who, true to 
his progressive proclivities to silence opposing 
voices, called for their banishment in his letter 
to the editor.

But there’s one move that I’m still trying to 
figure out; the change from previously alpha-
betic designations for its separate sections as A, 
B, C, etc., to numerical designations of Section 
1, Section 2, Section 3. In my letters to the edi-
tor I used to refer to, say, an item on A3. Now 
it’s a cumbersome Section 1 Page 3.

Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland
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★ Letters cont. from page 3

Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
its members have banned thousands of pas-

sengers.
Shortly after taking office, President Biden 

signed an executive order requiring facemasks 
on interstate travelers. The order applies to 
airports and planes, trains, ferries, intercity 
buses and public transportation. Those who 
have disabilities preventing them from wear-
ing masks are exempt, but for the rest, it’s time 
to mask up. 

In fact, it’s actually well past time.
Due to the lack of any federal rules on 

the matter, individual airlines began issuing 
their own facemask requirements last spring 
– and that hasn’t gone over well with every-
one. CNN reported last month that since the 
pandemic started, flight attendants and crew 
members have reported more than 200 inci-
dents to the federal government in which they 
were harassed or threatened over in-flight 
mask policies. Some of the incidents have 
been so severe, pilots have had to turn around 
and return to the gate.

One particularly ugly case came last Au-
gust when, according to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, a passenger on an Allegiant 
Air flight from Florida to Illinois allegedly hit 
a flight attendant, screamed profanities and 
grabbed a phone from them as they as were 
talking to the captain about the passenger’s 
refusal to wear a mask.  

To try to quell such behavior, the FAA has 
announced that, through March 30, passen-
gers who assault, threaten, intimidate or inter-
fere with airline crew members can face fines 
of as much as $35,000 – and even imprison-
ment, CNN reported.

It’s a shame people need to have that hang-
ing over their heads to be deterred from doing 

just the decent thing. Wear a mask. It amazes 
me people are still clinging to their beliefs that 
masks don’t work. There’s been so much evi-
dence they do. So many scientists and medical 
professionals are in agreement. The CDC has 
reported time and time again that they do. 

And, from a personal standpoint, I have 
firsthand evidence they do. A couple of 
months ago, I spent time around someone who 
two days later tested positive for COVID-19. 
I of course quarantined and tested – and I 
wound up being negative. As did everyone 
else I knew who had been in contact with that 
person. Why? We all wore masks. I firmly be-
lieve that made the difference.

And if I’m wrong – so what? Unless you 
have a disability, how does wearing a mask 
impede you? Every so often I still hear people 
complaining about “my freedoms being taken 
away.” But really: what freedoms? Unlike last 
spring, so many things are open now. You can 
go out to eat. You can go to the movies. You 
can go shopping at your local mall. You can 
fly on a plane. If you have to mask up while 
doing it, what’s the big deal?

* * *
Look, I can’t tell anyone what to do. (I’m 

sure a lot of readers are glad I can’t.) But I 
strongly encourage masking, getting vacci-
nated when you’re eligible – and hopefully, 
sooner than later, this all may be behind us. 
I very much miss my old life. I’m sure many 
of you do as well. The “two weeks to stop the 
spread” has turned into a hell of a lot longer 
than two weeks. But if we all band together, 
I’m hopeful we can crush this awful, awful 
pandemic.

* * *
See you next week.

Warning
To the Editor:

I am giving some free information to the 
UConn sociologist students and the confused 
letter writers to the newspaper. Although, I’m 
afraid they will not see what is evidently hap-
pening right before their eyes.

Governments have a limited life span de-
pending on their philosophies. Here is the pro-
gression of their history. Ours has done well for 
250 years. The average is 200 years. Our end 
is in sight.

From bondage to spiritual faith.
From spiritual faith to liberty.
From liberty to abundance.
From abundance to complacency.
From complacency to dependence.
From dependence to socialism.
From socialism to anarchy.
Unfortunately, we are in the last throes of the 

sequence. The government is pouring trillions 
of dollars into the populace to create a social-
ist state. This removes incentive to do anything 
but play computer games and smoke fake ciga-
rettes.

The fringes of anarchy have already started. 
Just look at the riots of last summer and the at-
tack on the White House. It’s not going to get 
better when the weak man in the White House 
eliminates jobs, destroys our work force, and 
floods our cities with poor, uneducated, disease-
prone, dependent illegals, among many of the 
foolish executive orders.

I hope I am wrong, but the Joe Stevens and 
Ed Gyllenhammers should skip their idiotic 
rhetoric and prepare their lives for the destruc-
tion of the American economy.

Larry E. Zimmerman – Amston

Thank You
To the Editor:

Last Thursday we hosted our first “virtual” 
town hall meeting for the 2021 legislative ses-
sion. We would like to thank all those who were 
able to join us and share their thoughts. As your 
representatives in the General Assembly, it’s 
important from us to hear from you.

We started out our conversation with a ques-
tion about Connecticut’s vaccine distribution 
efforts. Our state is currently in “Phase 1b,” 
which will eventually include those age 65 and 
older, those age 64-16 with pre-existing condi-
tions, and certain frontline essential workers. 
Scheduling for this phase started with residents 
age 75 and older, vaccine clinics are operating 
around the state. For more information about 
distribution, or how to schedule appointments 
please visit, www.ct.gov/covidvaccine.

We also discussed the extension of Gov. 
Lamont’s emergency powers until April 20. 
House and Senate Republicans offered an al-
ternative proposal to extend his powers until 
March 1st and require a legislative vote for 30-
day extensions. We also suggested allowing for 
10 days’ notice for changes to business regu-
lations and lifting the capacity restrictions for 
houses of worship if social distancing protocols 
are followed.

Another topic of concern was state revenues 
and proposed tax increases. Proposals to legal-
ize sports betting are currently making their 
way through the legislative process, and there is 
a raft of tax proposals on everything from real 
estate to sugar. 

Thanks from VFW
To the Editor:

The Portland VFW is gracious for any dona-
tion received. Two additional companies have 
given generous donations to the Portland VFW. 
Alchemy Greenhouse in Portland has supplied 
the VFW with outstanding greenery. Alchemy 
has been extremely generous in all that they 
have done for the VFW. 

The second company to receive recognition 
is Portland Fence Company. They have also 
made very generous donations as well as vol-
unteering to help projects become reality for 
the VFW. Thank you to Alchemy and Portland 
Fence Company for your very much appreci-
ated donations. 

Portland VFW Post 6121

Small Town Anti-Racism
To the Editor:

 My husband and I moved to the beautiful 
town of Marlborough about three years ago. We 
love the outdoors, cooking, and our dog. We are 
both introverts, so we mainly keep to ourselves 
as many people do nowadays. We are both es-
sential workers by pandemic standards. We are 
an interracial couple.

We knew moving here that the demographic 
make-up of the people of Marlborough is over-
whelmingly white, but there are lots of other 
nice things about this town despite its relative 
lack of diversity. The citizens of Marlborough 
are generally friendly, hard-working people 
who take good care of each other. The political 
affiliation of the townspeople is almost exactly 
split in the middle. There is a lovely lake for use 
by townspeople. It is right off Route 2, so our 
commutes are tolerable. There is plenty of out-
door space for passive recreation. Violent crime 
rates are extremely low. We have generally en-
joyed living here for the past three years.

For some intangible reason, the 8 minute and 
46 second-long graphic murder of George Floyd 
in May ignited passion for justice in people 
around the world, and that is true for our house-
hold. Months ago, as a symbol of solidarity, we 
placed a BLM flag at our mailbox. It is meant to 
signal a sentiment of inclusion and support that 
is especially important in predominantly white 
towns. Since that flag went up though, we now 
regularly clean up an inordinate amount of trash 
that people have begun throwing at our mailbox 
on a regular basis, a relatively minor but very 
telling inconvenience. It is also a constant re-
minder of the pervasiveness of racism in what 
many see as the most unassuming places. More 
on this topic in coming weeks. Thoughts? pam-
cyrlong@gmail.com

Pamela Cyr-Long – Marlborough

Impeachment
To the Editor:

As most of us know, our two U.S. senators, 
Blumenthal and Murphy, are actively seeking to 
impeach our former president, Donald Trump. I 
used to think our two senators were just acting 
stupid. After thinking about this, I have come to 
the conclusion they are not acting! They really 
are stupid. 

As I and others know, the purpose of im-
peaching a politician is to remove him from 
office. They must realize Donald Trump is no 
longer in office. I would think they would have 
something better to do and would realize this 
is a waste of time and taxpayers money. This 
action equates to taking a tire to a repair shop 
when it has no air leaks!

Frank Blume – Colchester

While the Legislative Office Building and 
Capitol will remain closed to the public, there 
are still ways for public participation and public 
testimony. Our caucus has created a website to 
help constituents navigate the “virtual” session, 
www.cthousegop.com/virtual-guide. 

As always, please feel free to reach out to us 
regarding state issues or if you need assistance 
working with state government at 860-240-
8700 or via email at Robin.Green@housegop.
ct.gov or Irene.Haines@housegop.ct.gov.

Sincerely,
State Rep. Robin Green, R-55th District

and
State Rep. Irene Haines, R-34th District

Note: The 55th District covers Andover, 
Bolton, Hebron and Marlborough, and the 34th 
District covers East Haddam, East Hampton 
and Colchester.

Hate Meter
To the Editor:

Gary Gile of Andover and Bob Yenkner of 
East Hampton had thoughtful letters about hate 
speech in last week’s Bulletin. Reviewing the 
other letters there did seem to be various de-
grees of hate so I offer this Hate Meter.

Annie Steinbrecher, Don Denley, Charlotte 
Markham and Ed Kozlowski all had letters that 
were low on the hate meter as they mostly stat-
ed their different beliefs without much or very 
little hate or hateful phrases. In last week’s let-
ters I put them at one or two on the Hate Meter.

Ed Smith rates a 6 on the meter. He paints a 
broad brush with name-calling. Kozlowski said 

Thank You, Donald Trump
To the Editor:

First, I’m expressing my thanks to Donald 
Trump for expediting the drug companies to 
develop and manufacture a vaccine for this ter-
rible virus. Next I’m very happy to see that our 
nursing home residents, health care workers and 
first responders received their shots. But wait, 
how did Da Nang Cry Baby Blumenthal and his 
sidekick Murphy get theirs. Oh I see they are 
those special ones, do as I say not as I do. These 
are the same Democrats that launched a $43 
million fake Russian collusion case, a failed 
coup attempt and a dumb impeachment trial. 
The second impeachment trial is dumber than 
the first one cause the Constitution states you 
cannot impeachment a president that left office. 

Donald Trump did everything he said he 
would in his term and he even gave us three 
raises, for those of us that receive a working 
paycheck. You elected a president that can’t 
even recite The Pledge of Allegiance; how pa-
thetic.
 God bless our great country.

Butch Przekopski – Colchester

that Smith is a teacher. It’s hard to believe if 
that’s true.

The winner though is Joe Stevens. He gets 
an 8 for hate. His comments include phrases 
calling people malcontents, gullible half-wits, 
coalition of dunces, etc.

It’s difficult to take someone like Stevens se-
riously when he spews so much hate.

William Oliver – Hebron
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REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
Call 1.855.HHC.HERE (1.855.442.4373) or go to  
HartfordHealthCare.org/VirtualClasses
After you register, you’ll receive an email with 
easy instructions on joining the virtual class.

Join our interactive class right from the  
comfort of your phone, computer or tablet  
and learn more about:

Wed., Feb. 10 | 5–6pm

Join us for a free virtual class

Diabetes and  
your feet

■ Symptoms of diabetic foot problems 
■ Taking care of your feet
■ When to seek care
■ Plus, LIVE Q&A with the expert

PRESENTER: 
Mark Tramontozzi, MD, 
FACS, CWS  
Regional Medical Director of  
Wound Care

15570 Backus Com Ed_Wound care Diabetes & Feet-Tramontozz_5.125x10.5 bw.indd   1 1/21/21   11:29 AM
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Please contact the pain 
diabetes research study at:

(860) 486-6930
or

painresearch@uconn.edu

Do you have chronic low back pain
OR type 2 diabetes OR both?

Volunteers Wanted for a Paid Research Study
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Hateful Democrats
To the Editor:

For the past four years, Democrats and the 
media have been demonizing Republicans, call-

COVID-19
To the Editor:

Last week, I mentioned that instead of criti-
cizing other people’s biases and name-calling, 
we should focus on solutions to the mess we are 
in. To do that we first need to have an open mind 
and have a clear picture of the facts.

From my point of view, currently there are 
two main events taking place and they are both 
related.

One is COVID-19 and the other is climate 
change. I say they are both related because 
some forces in the world are using them to 
bring about “The Great Reset” and the concept 
of “Build Back Better.” Do a little digging to 
learn more about those two terms and don’t 
rely on the main news media for your sources. 
[Note: don’t use Bing as your search engine; 
DuckDuckGo is less biased.]

Space Lasers
To the Editor:

Grab your tin-foil suit and hat and get ready 
for a new era in education with QAnon con-
spirator Marjorie Taylor Greene on the Educa-
tion Committee. Under her warped influence, 
children will be taught that the gun-slaughter of 
Connecticut and Florida schoolchildren never 
happened, or they were staged, and the devas-
tating wildfires in California were deliberately 
set by Jewish laser beams. 

“Forests don’t just catch on fire,” Greene 
said in an attempt to rationalize the insane 
claim posted on her Facebook page. News flash 
Marge: wildfires are ignited by real causes such 
as lightening, arsonists and carelessness: Cali-
fornia was a tinder-box. Those devastating fires 
were due to record-breaking heat and drought 
from climate change. Experiment: try lighting 
a fire with unseasoned wood vs kindling; the 
California forests were kindling.

 The onus is on GOP leaders for Greene’s 
presence on the Education Committee, demon-
strating the lengths they’ll go to kowtow to the 
far-right faction of the party. Perhaps some of 
them actually believe the outrageous conspiracy 
theories spewed by the likes of Greene. Scary. 

Meanwhile, in an effort to place nonsense 
over science, Ted Cruz is rehashing the Trump 
cry of “Pittsburgh over Paris,” as if climate 
change was only a problem in France’s capital 
city. News flash Ted: the environmental catas-
trophe is called “global warming” for a reason. 

But Cruz is no idiot; he is relying on the gull-
ibility, ignorance and idiocy of others to keep 
him on top of the Trumpist heap-pile. Some 
Trumpublicans plan to canonize their hero as 
the Greatest President Ever, making him a deity 
even over Reagan. 

Like Clinton and Obama before him, Biden 
has inherited a huge, much worse, mess from 
Republicans and it seems that they are not will-
ing to work with him to make things better: per-
sonal gain and party over country. 

Thank you,
Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

First, COVID-19. Governments around the 
world have used it to control their populations 
and are succeeding better than any war could 
have succeeded. They are using fear to control 
their populations. Research what is happening 
in Eastern Europe, in countries like Czechia and 
Slovakia.

There is a lot of proof that wearing masks and 
social distancing are only successful at making 
fear induced people “feel better.” As far as pro-
tection against the virus, I feel they are less than 
useless.

The Spanish flu killed about 50 million, or 
3.125%. COVID-19 has killed 2.23 million 
people, or 0.029% of the world’s population, 
which does not necessitate locking down, de-
stroying the world economy, and eliminating all 
our freedoms.

There is a lot more I could say about this vi-
rus, but the 300-word limit is very restricting. 
My doctor is currently writing the book on in-
fectious diseases, which will shed much light 
on how viruses work and how to build your de-
fenses against them.

Next week: climate change.
Gary Gile – Andover

ing us deplorable, racists, white supremacists, 
liars and more. Now, Democrats want us each to 
personally call out the violence at the Capitol or 
we are hypocrites. But the hypocrisy goes both 
ways. There is no marked difference between 
the violence over the summer and the violence 
in January. They blame Trump for inciting vio-
lence with his rhetoric but take no responsibil-
ity for those in their party that incited violence 
in American cities with their equally-appalling 
rhetoric. Hate leads to more hate. Violence 
leads to more violence. 

Leading Democrats failed to call out against 
the violence this summer, even going so far as 
to ridiculously call it “mostly peaceful,” even 
though it caused over $1B in theft and damages, 
hurting the local communities the hardest. Vio-
lence was excused, even justified by some on 
the left and in the media. Now that a group who 
also feels marginalized resorted to violence, it 
is a horrific insurrection. I am tired of the hate 
being spewed in these pages against Republi-
cans by people who are just as hypocritical as 
those that they selectively choose to condemn. 

The Democrats are now the party of power. 
Do they genuinely want to unite us or continue 
the divisive accusations that push us further 
apart?

Respectfully,
Erika Bonaccorso – East Hampton

See Letters, page 6
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce
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Find us on

RiveR valley PRoPane
RiveR valley oil SeRvice
www.rivervalleyos.com

• Automatic Heating Oil Delivery
• Automatic Propane Delivery
• Heating Systems & Hot Water Equipment Installation & Service
• Air Conditioning System Installation & Service
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Call us at 860-342-5670
for all your fuel and service needs.

310 South Main St., Middletown
CT License S1-387499
HOD #709 HOD #1143

Honest service 
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

Route 66, Cobalt, CT

860-267-4174
Open Mon.-Sat. 11am-9pm; Sunday 3pm-9pm

$3.00 Off any large 
pizza

with this ad • expires 2/28/21 • 1 coupon per customer per visit R
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Baseless Paranoias
To the Editor:

Gary Gile neglects providing a single state-
ment or executive action to support his claim 
that “Biden wants to punish half the population 
because they did not vote for him.” Don Denley 
also neglects providing any examples to support 
his rambling vexations that President Biden and 
Democrats are employing “Nazi,” “KKK” and 
“Marxist” methods. Drinking too much Ando-
ver hooch from lead pipe stills might explain 
these lapses. 

Stephen Markson of Portland is all a dither 
about “four or five writers on opposite sides of 
the political spectrum” who disturb his quest 
for “sharing the country in peace.” He imag-
ines this as his Rip Van Winkle moment, un-
perturbed that American Democracy is in crisis. 
“These are the times that try men’s souls” wrote 
Thomas Paine, and Markson represents the 
‘sunshine patriots’ that “shrink from the service 
of their country.” 

This is about the Capitol mob, elements of 

★ Letters cont. from page 5
which sought to assassinate Nancy Pelosi, Pence 
and AOC. It’s about bludgeoned Capitol police, 
murdered, or lives taken by their own hands in 
the aftermath of personal trauma unendurable. 
It’s about rioters revering the Nazi swastika, af-
ter 291,000 WWII American soldiers gave their 
lives to put that loathsome symbol back inside 
Pandora’s Box. It’s about white supremacists 
denying equality to our minority citizenry, after 
350,000+ Union soldiers and Lincoln gave their 
lives to save America from earlier white insur-
rectionists, preponderantly from the South and 
less-educated classes, as is still the case today. 
It’s about constant Republican attacks upon our 
free press, upended ties with our NATO allies, 
Republican bluster, buffoonery and self-evident 
falsehoods. 

Gile, Markson and Yenkner – stop being 
milquetoasts and openly choose your side. 
Denley and Koslowski, dig deep into your intel-
lectual potential to retrieve for Rivereast read-
ers just one specific example supportive of your 
consistently baseless paranoias. 

Edmund Smith – Andover
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Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-342-
6757. For more information, call 860-342-6757 
or email nfoley@portlandct.org or adionne@
portlandct.org.

Youth Programs: Do-It-At-Home Doodle-
kits with Abrakadoodle: There are new Doo-
dleKits – one for ages 3-5, and one for ages 
6-12. Each kit comes with all the necessary 
supplies and instructions needed for five win-
ter-themed crafts. Participants have the option 
of doing their crafts with Abrakadoolde over 
Zoom on Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m., but this is 
not required. Fee: $55 for one DoodleKit (five 
crafts) or $100 for two DoodleKits (10 crafts). 
For this month’s Valentine’s Day-themed 
DoodleCraft, each registration includes in-
structions and all materials needed for two art 
projects. Check the website to see examples 
of each craft. Fee is $20. These DoodleCrafts 
are for everyone, but children ages 5 and under 
may need help with cutting. As an added bonus, 
chocolate will be included.

Kids’ Virtual American Sign Language 
Beginner Class: Mondays, Feb. 22-March 29, 
5:30-6:15 p.m., via Zoom. Fee: $50/residents, 
$60/non-residents. 

Virtual LEGO Masters: Wednesdays, Feb. 
10-March 17, 4-5 p.m., via Zoom. Fee: $100/
residents, $133/non-residents. 

Adult Programs: Tai Chi for Long Life: 
Via Zoom Wednesdays, Feb. 10-March 31, 
9:30-10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, Feb. 13-April 3. 
Fee: $40 for either eight-week session. Contact 
Parks and Rec. if interested in drop-in registra-
tion.

Virtual Paint Night: Thursday, Feb. 18, 7-9 
p.m., via Zoom. Each participant will receive a 
canvas board and paints. Fee: $22. If you need 
brushes, add $5.

Boat America – Online Boating Safety 
Course: Wednesdays, March 16, 17 and 23, 
6:30-9 p.m., via Zoom. For Connecticut, the 
course enables the student to apply for the 
Connecticut Certificate of Personal Watercraft 
Operation (CPWO). This certificate allows the 
holder to operate a boat up to 65’, to operate a 
personal watercraft, and will include the Safe 
Water Skiing Endorsement. Fee: $60; addition-
al participant fee: $55. 

Personal Euphoria – Spring Session: Starts 
the week of April 5. Check the Parks and Rec. 
website for more information about Full Body 
Refresh, Barre, Pilates, High Interval Training, 
Tighten & Tone, and Core Strength.

Vocal Chords Celebrate 31 Years
The Portland-based Middlesex Hospital Vo-

cal Chords will celebrate its 31st anniversary on 
Feb. 13.

The Vocal Chords group was founded Feb. 
13, 1990, by Middlesex Hospital Registered 
Nurse Joyce Ghent. Ghent had a dream of help-
ing others through music after observing a se-
riously ill patient respond when singing softly 
to him. Gathering a few hospital employees, 
she started the Vocal Chords. Since that begin-
ning, MHVC has grown to more than 90 voices 
strong.

Although the ongoing pandemic has side-
lined the group for a while, it said it will contin-
ue its mission of relieving stress, lifting spirits 
and healing souls through music. 

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 
(MHVC) has been led the past 31 years by 
Gina Fredericks, a piano teacher and vocal 
coach who also serves as music minister at St. 
Sebastian Church in Middletown. As the Vocal 
Chords grew, the group was joined by musician 
Jean Samolik, who became assistant musical 
director. Samolik also serves as the music min-
ister at St. Mary Church in Portland.

In addition to celebrating its anniversary, the 
group is also recognizing its long-term mem-
bers for 2020 and 2021. For 2020 (recognition 
delayed due to COVID-19), the following were 
congratulated: 

30 years, Gina Fredericks, Joyce Ghent, Lou-
ise Russo and Barbara Stone; 25 years, Betty 
Pear, Phyllis Chiodo and Tricia Blanks; 20 
years, Diane Abdul and Sandy Zajac; 15 years, 
Mary Foreman, Christine Gregorio, Linda Se-
ferlis and Judy Sundell; 10 years, Debbi Listro, 
Jan Minor and Rita Phillips; five years, Diane 
Amici, Julie Dickinson, Kathy Kavanaugh, 
Debi Messina, Teri and Rod Schlosser and Lo-
retta Tringali. MHVC also congratulated instru-
mentalists John Moisuk (bass) for 15 years, and 
Jim Stavris (drums) for 13 years.

For 2021, the following were congratulated: 
30 years, Allene Kalisz; 15 years, Ellen 

Woodward; 10 years, Amy Jensen and Jerry 
Perrone; five years, Elaine Ackley, Jessica Carl-
son, Sue Mantie-Paul, Christopher Rasmussen 
and Jane Sterry.

For more information, visit vocalchords20.
org and look for the group on Facebook.

Social Justice Coalition to Host Webinar
On Monday, Feb. 15, from 6:30-8 p.m., via 

Zoom, the Portland Social Justice Coalition 
(PSJC) will host a viewing and discussion of 
the webinar “LGBPQ and TGNC Voices in 
our Communities,” which was recorded by 
Sustainable CT. 

The session addresses issues facing the LG-
BPQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Pansexual, and 
Queer) and TGNC (Transgender and Gender-
Nonconforming) communities, and how gen-
der and queer justice affects people. Those 
interested in participating in this viewing and 
conversation with members of the PSJC and 
Portland community may email us at portland-

socialjus tice@gmail.com for an invitation to 
the Zoom meeting. You can also learn more 
about Sustainable CT and view the webinar 
on your own at sustainablect.org. 

The PSJC was formed in July 2020 and 
partners with other groups and organizations 
in town to create positive opportunities for 
dialogue and education. All who live, work, 
or are otherwise invested in Portland are 
welcomed to join the coalition. Email port-
landsocialjustice@gmail.com for more infor-
mation, or find the coalition on Facebook at 
facebook.com/Portland CTSocialJustice.

Project Graduation 
Fundariser

Melilli Caffé and Grill in Portland donating 
a percentage of all sales every Wednesday this 
month to support Portland High School Project 
Graduation.

On Feb. 10, 17 and 24, anyone who mentions 
Project Graduation when ordering will have 
25% of the cost of their purchase donated to 
the committee, which puts on an all-night drug- 
and alcohol-free party held for PHS seniors the 
night of their graduation. 

Melilli Caffé and Grill is located at 264 Main 
St., and can be reached at 860-342-4035.

Valentine’s Fundraiser
The Chatham Children’s Connection will 

host a Valentine’s Fundraiser. All proceeds will 
be used to fund activities and events for all chil-
dren within the community.

Roses will be available for purchase outside of 
Family Dollar, 352 Marlborough St., on Friday, 
Feb. 12, from 4-6 p.m. while supplies last; Satur-
day, Feb. 13, from 1-5 p.m.; and Sunday, Feb. 14, 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., while supplies last.

Scholarship Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. There 
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in 
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Had-
dam and the RHAM school district. 

There are no restrictions or qualifications; all 
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your 
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

Trinity Episcopal News
Due to COVID-19, Trinity Episcopal Church, 

345 Main St., is not currently holding inside 
Sunday services or Church School. Weather 
permitting, drive-in church parking lot services 
are being held at 9 a.m. Sundays. 

The church is also continuing its 10:30 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday services indefinitely. Additional 
information on church services or Bible study 
opportunities is at trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Any group meeting 
at the church must follow current COVID-19 
protocols, including wearing masks and social 
distancing.

For more information on church activities or 
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.
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Answer me this.....
WHAT’S BEEN USED

SINCE 2500 B.C. 
THAT USES THE

SAME INGREDIENTS
TODAY?

(Hint for the kids....)
It’s in every house!!

Stay tuned next week
for the answer
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com
860-398-0936Adventures in grooming & pet cAre

Grooming • Training
Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

Colchester Is Now OPEN!
860-603-2368

.com
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Piano Tuning 
& Repair

James Garrett
860-295-9071
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St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The Rev. John Antonelle is 
pastor, Dana Garry is deacon and Jeanne Samo-
lik is director of music. The church office can 
be reached at 860-342-2328. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org.

Weekend Masses: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks 
is required. Social distancing and all COVID-19 
regulations are followed.

Online Mass: Each weekend, the 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass is livestreamed. Visit the the par-
ish website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. 

Faith Formation Program: Classes are be-
ing held virtually at this time. For more infor-
mation, call Faith Formation Director Susan 
Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-

ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.
Mass in Honor of Blessed Mother: First 

Saturday of every month at 9 a.m.
Baptisms: First and third Sunday of every 

month at 1:30 p.m. Call the parish office to 
make arrangements.

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday at 
4-4:45 p.m. If this time is not convenient, con-
tact Antonelle.

Blessings of Marriages: During Masses on 
the first weekend of every month.

St. Mary Ladies Guild: Meetings held every 
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m., with 
the exception of winter months. For more infor-
mation, contact President Marilyn McGrath at 
860-342-1137.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catho-
lic men are invited to contact Mark Creighton at 
860-308-0603 to join.

Community Outreach: Food may be 
brought to the church office for the Portland 
Food Bank.

Storm Postpones COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
By Jack Lakowsky

Global pandemics and snowstorms don’t 
mix. 

Local officials learned this on Monday, when 
an appointment-only vaccine clinic was sched-
uled to run at the Waverly Senior Center but had 
to be rescheduled until today.

“Everyone tried valiantly to save it,” First Se-
lectwoman Susan Bransfield told the Rivereast 
on Tuesday. 

Most vaccine clinics in Connecticut planned 
for Monday were canceled and rescheduled due 
to the nor’easter, which dropped a foot or more 
of snow across much of the state. 

Over the weekend, town and Chatham Health 
District officials called those registered for the 
Monday clinic to reschedule their appoint-
ments, Bransfield said. 

These doses will be given to Portland seniors 
75 and older, the demographic currently being 
prioritized statewide. Bransfield anticipates this 
group will get its second dose sometime in the 
first weeks of March. 

Bransfield said 80 people are scheduled for 

today’s clinic. About 100 people who are on the 
town’s waiting list will be vaccinated at a to-be-
determined date. 

Fortunately, of the 716 Portland seniors in 
the 75 and older group, 241 received their dose 
before Monday’s canceled clinic, about 34% of 
the demographic. 

Overall, almost 900 of Portland’s 9,300 resi-
dents have received their first dose, about 10% 
of the population, according to state informa-
tion provided by Bransfield. 

Bransfield said seniors in congregate living 
and patients of Hartford Hospital or Yale New 
Haven Health systems have received vaccines, 
operations that Portland had no part in. 

Bransfield said residents also took advantage 
when Portland High School hosted an open vac-
cine clinic in January. 

As is the case in other towns, Portland’s CO-
VID-19 case transmission ratio has begun to 
stabilize, although Bransfield urged continued 
caution and diligent adherence to safety proto-
cols. 

At the beginning of January, Portland’s case 
ratio was 60/100,000 with 78 new cases report-
ed over the previous two weeks. 

Portland’s Jan. 28 report was better, with 60 
new cases found, making for a ratio of about 
46/100,000. However, Portland is still well into 
the highest alert tier – making it a “red zone” 
town. 

For residents aged 75 and older, the town has 
set up a COVID-19 vaccination hotline at 860-
262-7238 to schedule future appointments and 
to give information on the vaccine process.

Bransfield announced the hotline last week. 
Call the above number during weekday busi-

ness hours and a Portland Library or Senior 
Center staffer will return the call within 24 
hours. Callers need to leave their full name and 
phone number.

In a January interview with the Rivereast, 
Bransfield said the hotline is an effort to help 
Portland’s less tech-savvy residents. Several 
people have come to Bransfield saying the 
state’s online registration system, VAMS, is 
cumbersome and far from user-friendly. 

“Our seniors deserve this attention, and can’t 
be left whistling in the wind,” Bransfield said.

She went on to explain that in setting up the 
hotline she had in mind seniors who are able 
to live independently and not in senior living 

facilities-where residents are more easily vac-
cinated- but who may need a little extra help in 
handling everyday personal business. 

Chatham Health District Director Russell 
Melmed told the Rivereast in January that as 
vaccine rollout ramps up, local public health 
departments will need more resources. 

“As we shift toward vaccinations in earnest, 
and if federal, state, and local governments are 
making the assumption that public health will 
do more as this process advances, then we need 
more vaccines and need to hire a few more peo-
ple,” he said. 

Melmed said local health departments such 
as Chatham are already “beyond maxed out,” 
with juggling clinics, contact tracing, CO-
VID-19 testing, and the other “normal” duties 
that, pandemic or no pandemic, must also be 
accomplished. 

 Better management of a nationwide distribu-
tion plan is also key, Melmed said. 

Melmed worries that as the vaccine rollout 
progresses other public health duties could fall 
through the cracks if officials aren’t given the 
resources they need to effectively combat CO-
VID-19. 

“We need to make sure we support what’s 
working without making things more difficult,” 
Melmed said.

Zion Lutheran Church
Zion Lutheran Church continues to offer 

online worship services that are available for 
viewing Sundays after 9 a.m. on YouTube. 
Search “Zion Lutheran Church Portland CT.” 
Pastor Sara Stall-Ryan, Music Director Allen 
Hill and church members have worked together 
on the services. 

Bulletins for each service are available on the 
church website at zionlutheranportland.org. 

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. The community is welcome to partici-
pate in all worship services and special events. 

For more information, or if you are in need 
of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, email 
zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit zionlutheran-
portland.org.
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Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

175 Lebanon Ave.
Colchester, CT 

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$45/month 

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$118/month

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$81/month
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Other sizes available. Security gate. Easy access.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is currently closed to the public until further no-
tice. Staff is still working, however. For more 
information call 860-342-6760 or email Mary 
Pont at mpont@portlandct.org or Carol Revicki 
at crevicki@portlandct.org. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 
8-11 a.m. 

COVID-19 Vaccination Hotline: For Port-
land residents age 75 and older. Call 860-
262-7238; leave your full name and telephone 
number and a Portland Library staff person will 
return your call. Calls will be returned Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Senior center staff will 
then schedule you for a clinic appointment.

Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger: 
While lessons at the center are currently on 
hold, seniors may take online lessons with 

Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natu-
ral Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email 
bivenne@yahoo.com.

T’ai Chi with Tom Cushing: Thursdays, 
10-10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Cost is $40 per eight-
week session, payable to Portland Senior Cen-
ter. Call the senior center if interested. 

Stay Connected: The objective is to help 
disabled adults age 18 and up and older adults 
age 60 and up connect with medical providers, 
community, family and friends during COV-
ID-19, using assistive technology (AT) to foster 
improved communication. All five Area Agen-
cies on Aging will assist with the screening 
process to select individuals who would gain 
the most from technology help. Contact the Wa-
verly Center for full details.

AARP Driver Safety Classes: In-person 
classes have been canceled until April 1; how-
ever, the online course is still available along 
with the 25% discount. The course is available 
at www.aarpdriversafety.org. The promotion 
code is DRIVINGSKILLS.

Medical Rides: The center is offering seniors 
and disabled rides to the doctor on a limited ba-
sis. Fee is $5 per person. Two weeks’ notice is 
requested. Masks are required.

Foot Care at the Center: The fourth Tues-
day of each month, in the Nurses’ Room on the 
lower level of the center. Upon entering and 
leaving the building hand sanitizer must be used 
and a mask must be worn. Fee is $35 cash or 
check. Appointments run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
call the center to schedule one. 

Cans-4-A-Cause: Bottles and cans can be 
dropped off at the senior center. Call the cen-
ter for more information or email Jeff at my-
jakjeff@gmail.com.

Hair by Alexa: Men’s and women’s haircuts 
will return once a month, once the senior cen-
ter is open again. To schedule an appointment, 
call the center or call Alexa directly at 845-590-
9700.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has 

made the following announcements. Registra-
tion required unless noted. For more informa-
tion and full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770. 

Curbside Only: Due to COVID-19 con-
cerns, Portland Library is closed until further 
notice. Curbside delivery is available; hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 
a.m.-4:45 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Reserve items through the online catalog or call 
860-342-6770. The outdoor book return is open 
24/7, is emptied frequently, and the library con-
tinues to waive fines. If you need to print, scan 
and/or fax, call the library. 

Hours and services are subject to change; 
call the library or access the webpage for cur-
rent hours. The library is also on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Youth Programs: Winter Reading Pro-
gram: For each row you complete on the Win-
ter Reading Bingo card, the library will donate 
one can of cat or dog food to Portland Food 
Bank. Stop in to the library between January 
and February to pick up a bingo card. When 
you complete a row, email jrenk@portlandct.
org or post a picture to the library’s Facebook 
or Instagram pages and write whether you want 
to donate a can of cat food or dog food. 

Online Storytime: Tuesdays, Feb. 9 and 23, 
at 10 a.m., via Zoom. Share stories, songs and 
other activities. Registration is required for each 
week, and space is limited. A Zoom link will be 
provided within 24 hours of each program. 

Preschool Science: Tuesday, Feb. 16, 10 
a.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-5. Registration is 
required and space is limited. Supplies can be 
picked up in advance; a Zoom link will be pro-
vided within 24 hours of the event. 

NatureCrafting: Thursdays, Feb. 18-March 
25, 3:30 p.m., via Zoom. For grades K-5. Ex-
plore the worlds of herbs, spices, seeds, nuts 
and other natural elements with crafts and other 
activities. Registration is required and space is 
limited. Supplies can be picked up in advance; 
a Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours 
of the event.

Family Craft Night: Valentine’s Day Wall 
Hanging: Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m., via 

Zoom. Each family member will get their own 
heart to decorate in this program. Registration 
is required and space is limited. 

Teen Event: Hot Chocolate Bombs: Mon-
day, Feb. 8, 3:30 p.m. For grades 6 and up. 
Come find out why these treats are so popular. 
Registration is required and space is limited. 
Supplies can be picked up in advance; a Zoom 
link will be provided within 24 hours of the 
event.

Adult Programs: Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, Feb. 16, 1 p.m., via Zoom. The 
Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield will be 
discussed. Join remote meeting access through 
Zoom; the ID is 8603426777 and the Passcode 
is Portland.

Long-Term Care Informational Work-
shop: Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. 
The workshop is entitled “The Missing Link in 
Retirement Planning: Why and When to Con-
sider Long-Term Care Insurance.” Sponsored 
and presented by the State of Connecticut. No 
insurance sales or solicitations will be allowed. 
Registration requested.

Portland Forum: In partnership with the 
Portland Social Justice Coalition, the library 
hosts a series of discussions that focus on rep-
resenting the faces of diversity. There will be a 
discussion of Black history Thursday, Feb. 25, 
at 7 p.m., via Zoom. The book that informs the 
discussion is The Warmth of Other Suns: The 
Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by 
Isabel Wilkerson. To reserve a copy, call the li-
brary or place a hold online.

Federal Tax Forms for 2020: The library 
has links to forms on its website, and the 1040 
and 1040SR forms are available curbside. Call 
the library for more information on how to ob-
tain forms.

New Tool to Identify Home Energy Con-
sumption: The Kill A Watt power meter can 
tell you the actual electrical consumption of 
small to medium electrical devices in your 
home. It will also help you discover the hidden 
or ‘phantom’ loads that are common when elec-
trical devices are turned off. Library patrons are 
able to check out a toolkit just as they would 
check out a book.

Chill for Change Fundraiser at Camp Ingersoll

 The annual Chill for Change fundraiser will take place Feb. 20 at Camp Ingersoll 
– though, due to the pandemic, it will look a little different from years past. Pictured 
is a scene from last year’s event.

The seventh annual Chill for Change nears, to 
support YMCA Camp Ingersoll, will take place 
Saturday, Feb. 20, and although it may look a 
little different this year, there are still opportu-
nities for community members to get involved 
– through jumping in the pond, donating, or 
volunteering at the event.

Despite the global pandemic, more than 600 
campers attended YMCA Camp Ingersoll last 
summer. The camp features a ropes course, 
boating, nature, swimming, archery, arts and 
crafts, and more.

Due to COVID-19, Camp Ingersoll is again 
planning on limiting numbers this summer, al-
though it will allow more campers to attend this 
year than last – and the Middlesex YMCA said 
its goal is to make the camp accessible to ev-
ery family that desires it. YMCA provides over 
$120,000 in financial assistance every summer. 
Over the past five years, the Chill for Change 
has added over $60,000 to financial assistance 
funds, which has supported camp scholarships 
for over 230 children. Each year, the individual 
who raises the most money will receive a certif-
icate for a free session of camp. This certificate 

can be used for your own family, or gifted to 
anyone you know. 

The 2020 Chill for Change raised almost 
$14,000, and the 2021 goal is to raise over 
$15,000. Adjustments for this year include 
limiting spectators; livestreaming the event; 
creating designated, socially-distanced, spaces 
for each participant to wait in; folks checking 
in before exiting vehicles; and increased sani-
tation protocols after participants change after 
jumping. 

To register, visit www.campingersoll.org 
and click on the ‘Chill for Change’ link under 
the ‘Family and Events’ tab. Jumpers can form 
a team or jump as an individual, but all jump-
ers should raise at least $100 to participate. All 
funds raised go directly to providing scholar-
ships for camp families.

Check-in starts at 12:30 p.m. Feb. 20 and the 
jumping will begin at 1 p.m. 

For more information, contact Ben Silliman 
at bsilliman@midymca.org or 860-342-2267, 
or search ‘YMCA Camp Ingersoll’ on Face-
book.

Dean’s List
Julia Fitzsimons of Portland made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the University of New 
Hampshire. Fitzsimmons earned High Honors.

***
Makayla Stefanski of Portland made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at American International 
College in Springfield, Mass.

Knights to Hold Baby Shower
The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-

bus will hold its ninth annual Baby Shower the 
weekends of Feb. 6-7 and 13-14. A large box 
for donations will be located in the Gathering 
Place at St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone Ave.

All items donated will be shared with Port-
land Food Bank, as well as Birthright, an orga-
nization that new and expectant mothers with 
a range of support services, including no-cost 
pregnancy testing, prenatal health care, and ma-
ternity and baby supplies. 

Suggested new items should be unwrapped, 
include diapers, sleepers, blankets, rattles, bibs, 
bath towels, wipes, lotion, outfits, shampoo, 
bottles, baby bath, pacifiers, comb and brush 
sets, socks, gift sets, stuffed animals, blanket 
sleepers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, diaper 
bags, booties, and more.

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 

also be available, and gratefully received. Do-
nations can also be mailed to Freestone Coun-
cil, P.O. Box 7, Portland, CT 06480.

 For more information, call Hermanson at 
860-342-6117.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Valley View School in Portland has an-
nounced its kindergarten registration process 
for the 2021-22 school year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 5 
on or before Jan. 1, 2022, should contact Val-
ley View at pgross@portlandct.us to indicate 
if they will be registering the child for kinder-
garten. Provide your child’s full name, phone 
number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will then be provided.
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Hebron Insurance
860.228.8500

Compare & 

Save $ With a 

Free Quote!

We are 
Independent.
We sHop your 
Insurance yearly.

We offer the
Best Coverage at the
most Competitive Rate 
from a Top-Quality 
Company.

Schedule your
FREE quote today!

MEDICAL SUPPLY
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Americare Medical Supply
Ken Houston

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron • (860) 228-0606

22 Years In 

Business

Short-term 
Rentals 

Available

We stock a wide range of Home 
Health Equipment & Supplies, 

Compression, Bath Safety, Walkers, 

State-wide
Delivery Available
on Select Items

PT Supplies & Bracing.
Wheelchairs, Beds, Lift Chairs,

Lift Chairs
starting 

at
$600

Sales, Rentals & Service
of Durable

Medical Equipment
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Vaccine Clinic for
Hebron Residents 75+
Chatham Health District will sponsor a 

COVID-19 vaccine clinic Tuesday, Feb. 
16, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at RHAM High 
School. This is by appointment only, and 
open to Hebron/Amston residents age 75 
and up. This is an indoor clinic, not drive-
thru.

Appointments can be made by calling 
860-228-5977. This is through the senior 
center, but it is a direct Covid info/registra-
tion line. 

The vaccine will be the Moderna vaccine. 
The second dose is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 20, at RHAM High School, and that 
appointment will be made at the same time 
when you make the first appointment. 

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312.

Lobby Pickups: The library is operat-
ing lobby pickup of materials during business 
hours, and electronic resources like Overdrive, 
Kanapy and Hoopla are available 24 hours a 
day. For updates, visit douglaslibrary.org or 
look for the library on Facebook. Lobby pick-
up hours: Monday and Wednesday, noon-7:30 
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; 
Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Call the library with any questions.

Holiday Closings: The library will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 15, for Presidents Day. It will re-
open for lobby pickups Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 10 
a.m.

Beyond the Amistad: Black History at the 
CHS: Friday, Feb. 12, at 1 p.m., via Zoom, pre-
sented by Natalie Belanger of the Connecticut 
Historical Society. Take a tour of items from 
the society’s collection representing a spectrum 
of the Black experience in Connecticut. Regis-
tration is required with a valid email address. 
Register anytime on the calendar page at doug-
laslibrary.org or call the library. 

Children’s Department: Browse the online 
catalog to see the new selections. Titles are 
available for lobby pick-up. In the lobby, there 
are themed children’s activity kits added week-
ly; first-come, first-served. Also, in addition 
to the regular recorded story times, the library 
will offer a special series for children aged 3-8, 
released each Friday on the Douglas Library 
website and on YouTube. An accompanying ac-
tivity or craft will be available for participants 
to pick up in the library’s lobby each week. The 
schedule is:

Feb. 5, After the Fall by Dan Santat, accompa-
nied by a science experiment about aerodynam-
ics; Feb. 12, Crazy Hair by Neil Gaiman, fea-
turing a craft kit that includes materials for kids 
to design their own crazy-haired friend; Feb. 19, 
The Dinosaur Expert by Margaret McNamara, 
with an activity kit to help kids make your very 
own fossils; Feb. 26, Louis by Tom Lichtenheld, 
followed by a craft kit including everything you 
need to make a wearable bear paw.

Adult & Teen Crafts: In the lobby, patrons 
will find the monthly Take & Make craft bag. 
February features how to make String Bowl Art, 
this kit includes the floss string, a balloon and 

glue. These will be available for pickup during 
our normal curbside hours and please only take 
one per household. 

Tax Forms: The federal IRS and the Con-
necticut DRS will not send the library tax book-
lets containing forms and instructions this year; 
however, the library will receive IRS forms 
1040 and 1040 SR for distribution. If you need 
other forms – just not the instruction book –call 
the main desk to have a copy printed and placed 
with curbside pickup items. 

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return any items to 
the outside book and DVD drops. These items 
are put in quarantine for 48 hours prior to check-
ing in, and will be backdated upon check-in. 

Holds and Renewals: To renew or place a 
hold on items, log into your account at doug-
laslibrary.org; access the Acorn Catalog app on 
your mobile device; or call the library during 
business hours. Call for assistance logging into 
your account or to reset your password. 

Faxing: Faxing is available by staff while the 
patron remains in the lobby. Upon arrival at the 
library, call the main desk and a staff member 
will meet you in the lobby. Charge is $2 for the 
first page and $1 for each additional page; the li-
brary can only accept cash or check at this time. 
Upon completion, you will receive a transmittal 
page which reflects the date and time of service.

Kill-A-Watt Meter: These devices allow 
residents to calculate the energy usage of ap-
pliances in their homes and identify which may 
be causing spikes in their monthly bills. All you 
need is a library card to check out a meter for 
one week; each one is accompanied by an in-
depth instructional guide.

New Library Cards: People who live in He-
bron or Amston and want a new library card can 
visit Douglaslibrary.org and complete the on-
line application under “Services.” You will re-
ceive an email with your new card number and 
password, and the actual card will be mailed to 
you. 

Gilead Church Offers Hearts of Hope
Gilead Congregational Church invites all to 

spread hope by placing a Heart of Hope in a 
window.

Red cling hearts are available to pick up 
in tubs in Hebron at AHM Youth and Family 
Services, Ted’s Supermarket, Ace Hardware, 
the Douglas Library, Gilead Congregational 
Church, UCC, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and 
Church of the Holy Family – as well as at Rich-
mond Memorial Library in Marlborough and 
Andover Public Library.

The church said its goal is not only to keep 
spreading hope, but also to support the mental 
health of the community by raising money for 
AHM’s Community Mental Health Fund. The 
fund was started to support the mental health 
of area children, youth and families by making 
financial assistance available for those in need. 
Today the fund also supports young adults as 
well. 

Gilead Church is asking, in exchange for a 
heart and as a sign of hope, people to go online 
and make at least a $10 donation to AHM Youth 
& Family Services to support the Community 
Mental Health Fund. To donate, go to ahmy-
outh.org, click on “Make a Donation” in the up-
per right corner, and designate the “Community 
Mental Health/Hearts of Hope” as the recipient. 

Local families or young adults seeking coun-
seling services can contact AHM’s Counseling 
Department at 860-228-9488. Note: this phone 
number is not an emergency hotline. If you are 
experiencing a health or mental health crisis, 
call 911.

For more information on the Hearts of Hope 
initiative, call Gilead Congregational Church at 
860-228-9488 and speak to the Rev. Denise Es-
slinger or a member of the church’s Board of 
Missions Impoverished Children’s Subcommit-
tee, which is leading this campaign.

Church of Hope 
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Church of Hope 
is a biblically-driven Christ-centered church.

Worship is in person and via livestream on 
the church website. To see the guidelines, and 
get more information, on in-person worship 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit www.
hebronchurchofhope.org. 

The church office is closed until further no-
tice. Pastor Jordan Brown is available to meet 
by appointment. Use the church website to set 
up a time.

The Red Barn is closed and not accepting do-
nations at this time.

For more information about Hebron Church 
of Hope, visit the website or look for the church 
on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 

Dean’s List
Alexa Depersia of Hebron made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.
***

Morgan Ennis of Hebron made the fall 
2020 President’s List at Bentley University 
in Waltham, Mass.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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just perfect good hair

127 Main St. #4, 
Hebron, CT

(860) 530-1172
www.persnipity.com
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— All Covid guidelines in plACe • mAsks required —

New HourS: TueS 10-5; wed 10-8; THur 11-8; fri 10-5; SaT 8-2

Now Selling Hebron Maple Syrup! Curbside Pickup Available

Book online At:
www.persnipity.com

Now 
AcceptiNg 

New clieNts!

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Low Rates for Good Drivers
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33 East St., Hebron

860-228-1383

Pellets & Biobricks
Wood, Pellet & Gas Stoves
All Hearth Products & Acc.
Garage Doors & Openers

Our 29Th Year!!!

M-F 9-5
Sat. 10-4
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2110 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Autumn W.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org

R
E

1-
29

-2
1

RHAM Youth Lacrosse
Spring Registration Now Open
RHAM Youth Lacrosse registration is now open for
our 2021 spring season. We offer programs for both 

boys and girls in grades K-8. Visit our website
www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com for more

information and to sign up for our spring season.
RHAM Youth Lacrosse is open to players that reside in 
Hebron, Marlborough, Andover and other local towns 

that do not offer a youth lacrosse program. 
Looking forward to seeing our players back 

out on the field this spring! Feel free to email 
any questions to ascibek@gmail.com.

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087

R
E

7-
3-

20

P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Historical Society 
Clothing Drive

The Hebron Historical Society will hold an-
other clothing/textile drive next month.

Donations will be accepted Saturdays, March 
13 and 27, from 10 a.m.- 1 p.m., at Old Town 
Hall (adjacent to Douglas Library). Acceptable 
items are linens, clothing, shoes, boots, belts, 
towels or any textile item. Condition of items is 
not important, but they must be delivered to Old 
Town Hall in a sealed trash bag.

The Historical Society will use proceeds 
gained to help cover annual maintenance ex-
penses and program costs. The society held a 
clothing drive last year, in lieu of the regular 
fundraisers.

To learn more about the Hebron Historical 
Society, go to hebronhistoricalsociety.org for 
videos and information on past projects and 
programs. For more information, email mer-
gonci65@comcast.net or call 860-228-1113.

Church of the Holy Family News
Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy 

Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the fol-
lowing times: Weekend Masses are Saturday at 
5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and weekday 
Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 
6:30 a.m. The church is located at 185 Church 
St. 

Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfami-
lyhebron.org for more information. The church 
can be reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shel-
ter: The church collects items year-round for 
the Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality 
Center, which provides assistance to homeless 
adults. The center is open for overnight stays 
with limited space for 15 guests due to CO-
VID-19. Additional “warming space” with 15 
cots is available for guests in a building nearby 
with bedtime hours only; however, accommo-
dations are made when weather conditions are 
adverse.

Greatest needs are: latex or vinyl gloves (L 

and XL only), 44-45-gallon trash bags (center 
has adequate supply of 55-gallon bags), paper 
towels (always needed), Pine-Sol, disinfec-
tant wipes and sprays, medium- and bold-tip 
black Sharpies, and highlighters; and men’s 
and women’s deodorant. The center is currently 
well-stocked with clothing, and therefore can-
not accept any winter clothing at this time. In 
addition, the center has an adequate supply of 
hand sanitizer and hand soap. The center also 
has a great need and new sheets of plywood to 
build a bench, work surfaces, and partitions to 
facilitate checking in guests and to maintain a 
safe environment. Gift cards of $25 to Home 
Depot are requested to fund these needs. Call 
the number below to offer assistance.

 Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry 
Room. For more information, when placing 
donations in the Cry Room, or if you want to 
donate items other than those listed above, call 
Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211. 

Senior Friends of Hebron News
While the Senior Friends of Hebron group 

has not been able to meet in person due to the 
pandemic, the executive committee has been 
making phone calls and sending email messag-
es to all members, just to keep in touch.

The group will continue monthly meetings 
via Zoom until it can meet in person again. The 
next meeting will be for members only Thurs-
day, Feb. 11, at 3:30 p.m. Some glitches that 
phone in members encountered with the last 
meeting have been resolved. 

Visit www.seniorfriendsofhebron.com for 

information and application for membership 
if interested. Renewal dues that were due in 
September 2020 are being waived, as the group 
doesn’t know when it will be able to meet in 
person again. New members will pay the first 
year dues, which are $8 per year or $60 for life-
time membership. 

The Senior Friends of Hebron mailing ad-
dress is P.O. Box 60, Hebron, CT 06248. For 
more information, call Barbara at 860-228-
3106 or Cile at 860-643-8768.

Tierney Says Wrong About Trail
By Sloan Brewster

Town Manager Andrew Tierney said this 
week the dispute between a property owner 
and mountain bikers was not why the Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) was conducting a study on a popular 
trailhead to the 15-mile Salmon River State 
Forest trail system off Grayville Road. 

Completing studies on state-owned open 
space is something DEEP regularly does, 
Tierney said.

In December, Tierney spoke of the dispute 
and told board members about the DEEP 
study. 

The study includes a recommendation to 
divert the primary access to the 650-acre par-

cel from the popular trailhead due to concerns 
about potential harm to wildlife habitat, Na-
than Piche, an environmental protection for-
ester for DEEP, told the Rivereast last month. 

The Rivereast subsequently did a story on 
the dispute and the study; the story generated 
much reader feedback both in letters to the 
editor and online.

Tierney said this week that while he initial-
ly believed DEEP became involved because 
of the complaints about “ghost trails,” he has 
since learned that the dispute and study were 
two different things that were happening si-
multaneously, but were not connected.

“DEEP was going to do that study,” he 
said. “They do it every four to 10 years.”

Dean’s List
Jessica Delton of Hebron made the fall 2020 

Provost’s List at Hofstra University in Hemp-
stead, N.Y. The list recognizes students who 
have earned a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information, visit theworshipcenterct.org and 
click on the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860-
228-4442.

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., indoors. Ser-
vices are also broadcast on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut 
and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby64wph 
to access. 

Bible Study: Second Wednesday Overcom-
ers Bible Study will be held at 7 p.m. virtually 
until further notice. Call the church office for 
details on how to join. 

Praise and Prayer Night: Held at the fire pit 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. This 

night is dedicated to worship and praying for 
everyone in need in families, church and com-
munity.

Youth Group: For grades 6-12. Meets every 
other Sunday after the service; next meeting is 
Feb. 14. Email the office for meeting details: 
theworshipcenter.hebron@gmail.com. 

Couples Study: This group meets every 
first Saturday of the month; next date is Feb. 6. 
Current DVD session is entitled “Sacred Mar-
riage.” Book sets are available for purchase at 
the church office. Email theworshipcenter.he-
bron@gmail.com to reserve a copy.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66, Hebron, CT
HouRS: Sun. 7am-8pm; Mon. 6am-2pm;

Tues. & Wed. 6am-8pm; Thurs. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm 860-228-9375
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine

Catering • Salad Bar 
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.comRestaurant & Catering Service

$995Large 1 Item
PIzza

Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus 

Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!
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Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.

Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

Choose from oNe of The 
followiNg diNNers:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna

Chicken Piccata
Chicken Marsala

$3000 Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots

Campagna

RE1-8-21

Restaurant 
& Lounge

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Make Your Valentine’s Day
Reservations Today!

Take-OuT
alsO available

Open for Inside Dining!
1/2 capacity to ensure safety

& Devine’s 
Jewelry

Stop into Sweet Jean’s Cafe or Devine’s 
Jewelry to enter a drawing to win our

One entry per person.
Drawing takes place on 2/11/2021.
Dinner takes place on 2/13/2021. R
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Package includes dinner 
for two at Sweet Jean’s 

and a heart pendant
from Devine’s!

 Valentine’s Package

Win a

Valentine’s Package
from

WI-FI

The Dublin

visit us at www.the-dublin.com for daily specials & upcoming events

beef & Seafood company

Gift Cards 
Available
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Open 7 days a week noon to 1am

42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton
860.365.5238

RAted top 10 RestAuRAnts!

The Artwork of Ron Jeffrey
A select group of Ron’s work

will be on display@ The Dublin
Saturday, Jan. 30th through Saturday, Feb. 6th

Cocktail Party w/ Wine & Cheese
Saturday, February 6th @ 5:00pm

Spanning over 40 years Ron Jeffrey has painted and illustrated
the local area and beyond with landscapes, seascapes and 

historic architectural subjects in all popular mediums.

ENTERTAINMENT

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center remains 

closed due to COVID-19 quarantine, but has 
announced the following. For questions on 
any program or service, call 860-228-1700 and 
leave a message.

 COVID-19 Vaccine Information: The pub-
lic directory of vaccine clinics is at www.211ct.
org/vaccineclinics. All clinics require an ap-
pointment to be made in advance. When view-
ing the directory of vaccine clinics, click on 
‘More Details’ for specific information about 
how you can schedule an appointment at each 
location. Those eligible to receive the vaccine 
who are unable to self-schedule an appoint-
ment due to lack of internet access or access to 
technology, a disability or a language barrier 
can call the COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments 
Assistance Line at 877-918-2224 from 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday to schedule 
an appointment. 

Seniors may also call Hebron’s COVID-19 
hotline at 860-228-5977, where they’ll be con-
nected to the senior center. We will be able to 
access the above mentioned public directory of 
vaccine clinics and provide you with the infor-
mation regarding how you can schedule your 
COVID-19 vaccination appointment by either 
computer or phone.

AARP Tax Preparation: Tuesdays, Feb. 
16-March 30, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., by appointment 
only. This is a two-appointment process; first to 
bring your documents to be scanned (contact-
less; documents scanned while you wait in your 
car), and then the second will be a 15-minute 
contactless review of your return. Details will 
be explained when you make the appointment. 
Only those that have had taxes done previously 
in Hebron the past two years (2018 or 2019) 
or done at another AARP site and signed the 
global consent for your information to be car-
ried forward will be processed. Also, returns 
that require a Schedule C will not be allowed. 
COVID-19 precautions will be implemented; 
masks required, no contact, separate entrance 
and exits, etc. For appointments, call 860-228-
1700.

Virtual U with AARP CT: Dr. Henry C. 
Lee Crimes & Investigations Six-Part Train-
ing Series: Offered by AARP CT in collabora-
tion with the University of New Haven, Henry 
C. Lee College of Criminal Justice & Forensic 
Sciences, International Association of Financial 
Crimes Investigators (IAFCI), the CT Chapter 
of the IAFCI and the Coalition for Elder Justice 
in CT. Registration required for each program. 
Programs are:

Dr. Amanda Gore – Wildlife & Environmen-
tal Crimes Investigation: Tuesday, Feb. 9, 12:30 
p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/GoreFeb9.

Anthony Whitledge – The Evolution of Cy-
bercrime Investigation: Thursday, Feb. 11, 
12:30 p.m., register at aarp.cvent.com/Cyber-
Feb11.

Dr. Declan Hill – Gambling with America’s 
Future: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 12:30 p.m., regis-
ter at aarp.cvent.com/DeclanFeb24.

Newsletter: Available at HebronCT.com; 
select “senior center” from the “town depart-
ments” menu. You can also sign up to have the 
newsletter emailed to you automatically each 
month; click the link on the senior center page 
and add your email address.

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-

gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the 
winter heating costs for a household’s primary 
heating source. If the household’s primary heat-
ing costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. Benefits are available 
to households with incomes up to 60 percent of 
the state median income. A liquid assets test is 
an additional basic eligibility requirement. Due 
to the current COVID-19 crisis, all applications 
for energy assistance will be completed over the 
phone; there will be no in-person appointments. 
Call the center for more details.

 Meals Available for Pick-Up: The senior 
center offers frozen congregate meals from 
CRT for pick-up. On Mondays you will receive 
four frozen meals, two milks, sides and snacks 
for a suggested donation of $12 ($3 per meal). 
Seniors must call to sign-up for each week’s 
meals by 3 p.m. the prior Thursday. Meals are 
for ages 60 and older, from any town, and are 
to be heated and consumed at home. Meals will 
be distributed outside and can be curbside pick-
up. Pick-up times are 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., 
but with prior approval an alternate time can be 
arranged. Delivery is also available. Each per-
son will need to complete a Form 5, but senior 
center staff can offer assistance in filling it out. 
To sign up, call 860-228-1700 ext. 202 or email 
aroczniak@hebronct.com. Anyone picking up 
the meals must wear a mask and adhere to CO-
VID-19 guidelines. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open 

and Affirming Congregation located at Gil-
ead Street and Meeting House Road, has an-
nounced the following. For more information, 
visit gileadchurchucc.org, email the church 
office at gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call pastor 
the Rev. Denise Esslinger at the church office 
at 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: This Sunday, Feb. 7, 
worship will be via livestream only, at 10 
a.m. People can watch on either YouTube or 
Facebook. For YouTube, go to www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC. Click on ‘subscribe’ to 
be notified of future livestreams or new vid-
eos. For Facebook, go to tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC. Recordings of services will be 
available on either platform after the service.

Upcoming Events: Lenten Zoom Church 
Gatherings: The Board of Deacons invites all 
to these gatherings to revisit the theme of re-
siliency and weathering the storms of life. The 
book Weathering the Storms by Tracy Mehr-
Muska will be used as a guide. While it isn’t 
necessary to read the book to join in the dis-
cussions, you can purchase the book on Ama-
zon for $21. There are three different times 
to choose from: Sundays, Feb. 21-March 21, 
4-5 p.m., led by Amy Destine and Lynn Lu-
kach; Tuesdays, Feb. 23-March 23, 7-8 p.m., 
led by David Kline and Margot Sheehan; and 
Wednesdays, Feb. 24-March 24, 3-4 p.m., led 
by Jon Kimball and Ginny Miller. There will 
also be a single Zoom gathering Sunday, Feb. 

21, 6-7 p.m., specifically focused on resiliency 
for families with children. At this gathering, 
the group will discuss whether it would like to 
continue to meet. For more information, con-
tact the church. 

Laundry Detergent Drive for Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services: The Confirmation 
Class of 2021 is looking for detergent dona-
tions, which can be placed outside the main 
entrance to the church. Donations will be 
brought to Hebron Interfaith Human Services 
once a week. Those who wish to donate may 
also call the church office to have the deter-
gent picked up. For more information, contact 
the office. 

Bible Study on Zoom: Led by the Rev. 
Bob Woodward, the weekly study group meets 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. The group 
is discussing the last four chapters of Deuter-
onomy and then will go on to discuss what 
texts participants feel are appropriate for Ash 
Wednesday. All are invited; come when you 
can. For more information or assistance con-
necting with Zoom, contact the church office. 

Silver Lake Summer Camp: Silver Lake 
has announced its offerings for the summer 
2021 conference season. Details and registra-
tion are at www.silverlakect.org. Gilead Con-
gregational’s Women’s Fellowship is offering 
to pay the $150 deposit for any young person 
from the congregation who would like to at-
tend Silver Lake; call Margaret Gibbs (860-
384-4327) for more information.

Preschool Lottery 
Applications 

Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 
Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2021-22 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 by Dec. 31, 2021, and are planning to have 
their children entered into Hebron’s preschool 
lottery should call the Gilead Hill School Office 
at 860-228-9458 to have an application mailed 
to them. The application may also be down-
loaded from hebron.k12.ct.us; scroll down to 
the bottom of the page to “Quick Links” in the 
lower left-hand corner.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the Gilead Hill School office by Fri-
day, Feb. 26. Enclose two forms of residency 
when you return the application. 

The lottery drawing will be held Wednesday, 
March 17, at 9 a.m., via Zoom. The Zoom link 
will be sent to all parents and or guardians prior 
to the lottery date. Applicants will be notified 
of their acceptance or waitlist status by phone.

Dean’s List
Amston residents Sean Dupuis, a member of 

the Class of 2021, and Dylan O’Connor, Class 
of 2022, and Hebron resident Sarah DiPasquale, 
Class of 2021, all made the fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at Bryant University in Smithfield, R.I.

47 Main St. (Rt. 66) HebRon • 860-228-8148

FREE POOL
Mondays, Wednesdays

& Thursdays

Full Menu
Served Daily

11am-10pm

RE2-5-21

NFL 
TickeT!

EvEry GamE
EvEry Sunday

Daily Lunch Specials 
$4.95 & up

Pre-Order Our “Award Winning” WiNgS

Valentine’s Day Sun., February 14th

Prime Rib Dinner In-House or To-Go

for the “Big Game” on Sun., February 7th

CALL AHEAD: 860-228-8148
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Serving you and giving back to the 
community since 1997!

Professional Installations:
Central Air Conditioning

Propane Pool Heaters
Boilers/Furnaces

Water Heaters
Mini-Split Systems

Oil Tank Replacements
Propane Fireplace Inserts

Kohler Generators
Duct Cleanings • Automatic Deliveries

24/7 Emergency Service
Price Protection Programs

And so much more!!

Contact Dutch Oil & Propane
at 860-873-3876 or

visit us at www.DutchOil.com

CT Lic. # S1-303161 HOD#310 HOD#909

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

SeamleSS gutterS
weneedgutterS.com 860.563.8820
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Free estimates
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection

Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!

Colchester Dental Group

860.537.2351

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Personalized Financial  Options Available!
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase,  DMD, MAGD*   

Michael L. Babinski,  DMD, MAGD

Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced 
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy 

of General Dentistry and are members of the 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was 
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

WE ARE OPEN 

AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN

SAMPLE       S
AMPLE       S

AMPLE       S
AMPLE       S

AMPLE       S
AMPLE       S

AMPLE       

R
E

7-
24

-2
0

Variety of Topics Tackled at Budget Forum
By Karla Santos 

The town of Colchester recently held its first 
budget forum of the year, addressing a range of 
topics, such as recreational fields, affordable 
housing and COVID-19.

And while no specific spending proposals 
were presented, First Selectman Mary Bylone 
and Superintendent of Schools Jeff Burt shared 
some information in regards to their goals. 

At the forum, resident Jeff Collins said town 
recreational fields need to be addressed as they 
are “a significant safety issue.” 

Bylone told him the town is “on track to at 
least run the irrigation main into the complex 
to get water available. It really comes down to 
budgeting money.”

She said that in the proposed budget she will 
be requesting some money to be able to irrigate 
some of the fields and noted that there are other 
issues in the recreation areas that need to be ad-
dressed as well. 

Resident Vincent Romano, meanwhile, asked 
for information on the town’s affordable hous-
ing plan.  

Bylone said the state would like for the town 
to have 10% affordable housing – and the town 
is currently at about 8.4%.

“We are currently working with a couple of 

developers to try to help them to move through 
the regulations,” Bylone said. “Their projects 
include affordable housing units.” 

Romano also inquired as to the cost of need-
ed school facility repairs. Burt said he is work-
ing with the director of educational operations 
to plan for a full inventory of all the mechanical 
systems and estimate their useful life and then 
estimate a replacement cost. 

Resident Deanna Bouchard also spoke, and 
sought information about the town receiving 
government reimbursement to help address is-
sues related to the pandemic.

Maggie Cosgrove, the town’s chief financial 
officer, said the town received approximately 
$80,000 for overtime for emergency medical 
technicians and personal protective equipment; 
about $55,000 from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA); and approxi-
mately $129, 000 from the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund. The Board of Education received a grant 
for about $211,000 for the remote learning ex-
penses and about $156,000 in Coronavirus Re-
lief Funds for in-person learning expenses. 

Cosgrove said legislation that was approved 
at the end of December includes additional 
funding for the schools, but it is unknown ex-
actly how much the schools will receive from 
that. 

Bouchard also wondered if there are any 
methods or policies in place to bring in more 
people of color to the town and to the school 
district. 

Burt said the district has created the Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion Committee and the 
Board of Education has enacted an ad hoc com-
mittee on the same topic to examine district-
wide practices. 

Bylone said that on the town side a lot of it 
has to do with making the town a destination for 
everyone. “How we do that is by creating an en-
vironment that is inclusive and safe,” she said.

Bylone said one of the things she hopes to see 
the town’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
work on is finding out how much racism there is 

in town and how it could be addressed. 
Goals

The forum also included goal presentations 
from Bylone and Burt.  

Bylone said her top priorities for the town 
are to provide a safe and secure environment, 
to maintain properties and communities, to sup-
port community culture and growth – and to be 
fiscally responsible. 

“Fiscally responsible doesn’t mean we don’t 
spend money; it means that we spend money to 
support what we say is important,” she added.

Bylone said she wants to be able to meet the 
safety needs of the community, which many 
times depend on services provided by police, 
firefighters, emergency medical services and 
town staff. In this area, the idea is to ensure the 
town has adequate staffing. She noted that last 
year, the town hired two new firefighters, which 
she said “helped tremendously.” 

When it comes to maintaining properties and 
communities, Bylone said she wants to focus on 
providing adequate resources to maintain roads, 
trees, buildings, landscaping, parks, recreation, 
blight and fleet maintenance. 

The preservation of the historic district is on 
the top of the list for Bylone when it comes to 
supporting community culture.  

“Historic district preservation is a huge part 
of our culture and history here in Colchester, 
and really sets us up as one of those prominent 
New England towns that have been around for 
a long time and played important parts in our 
nation’s history,” Bylone said. 

In addition, Bylone said she wants to focus 
on providing recreational opportunities, match-
ing social services resources to community 
needs, growing senior services, preserving open 
space, supporting farmers and supporting busi-
ness development and sustainability. 

To plan and support growth, Bylone said she 
wants to attract new businesses, develop part-
nerships and a marketing plan, grow manufac-

turing, update planning and zoning regulations, 
attract public transportation and provide afford-
able housing.

As for Burt’s goals, he said his priority list 
includes strengthening the “ABC” – an educa-
tional plan to approach the learning loss stu-
dents have had throughout the pandemic. 

This plan involves prioritizing instruction 
only on the most essential content; establishing 
a system of support to assist students in recov-
ering lost learning; and continuing intervention.

Burt said he also wants to implement a long-
range personnel plan as well as establish a facil-
ities inventory to determine long-range budget-
ing for the needed replacements. He noted that 
many items within the school buildings require 
attention including Bacon Academy’s oil tank, 
which must be replaced in 2022 – and said that 
alone requires at least $200,000. 

Burt also stressed he wants to maintain staff-
ing levels, continue to implement a school 
safety and security plan, and continue to fund 
the long-range facilities plan and the long-range 
technology plan. 

Timeline
Also at the meeting, Board of Finance Chair-

man Robert Tarlov went over the budget calen-
dar, which he said is posted on the town website 
(select “Budget Information” under “Your Gov-
ernment”).

On March 9, the proposed 2021-22 schools 
budget will be presented to the Board of Edu-
cation, and the school board will hold budget 
workshops the rest of the month. On April 6, 
there will be a public hearing, to present the 
Board of Education and town budgets. 

The Board of Finance will then spend the 
rest of April working on the two budgets, will 
hold one more public hearing May 4, and then 
the next day will approve the budgets and send 
them to town meeting. The town meeting is 
slated for May 19, with referendum to follow 
on May 27.  

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For more information, call 860-537-
7297 or email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov. 
More information, including weather-related 
cancellations, is also at www.colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department. The Parks and Rec. of-
fice is located at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. 
To visit in person, call to make an appointment. 

Registration is required for all programs. 
For full program descriptions and to register, 
visit colchesterctrec.recdesk.com/Community/
Home. Forms and payment can also be left in 
the Town Hall drop box. If paying by check, 
place any forms and payment in an envelope 
with “Colchester Recreation” written on the 
envelope. To mail in your registration, fill out 
the registration form and mail it and a check 

to: Colchester Recreation, 127 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415. Make checks payable to 
“Town of Colchester.”

Upcoming Events: Snow People in the 
Park: Keep an eye on the Parks and Rec. 
Facebook page, as during one of the upcoming 
snowy days Parks and Rec. will hold a “pop-
up” program at the park. Parks and Rec. will 
hand out bags with everything needed to make 
snow people in the park. This is a free program. 

Gentle Yoga: For ages 45 and up. All lev-
els of fitness or yoga experience are welcome. 
Meets Mondays through March 3 (started Feb. 
1; no class Feb. 15), from 4:45-5:45 p.m. Class 
meets via Facebook Live; the private link will 
be mailed to you after you register. Cost: $35/
residents, $40/non-residents.
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 Sciatica is the term used to describe compression of one 
of the largest nerve trunks in the body affecting lower spine 
and lower extremities, and that can cause pain in the back, 
buttock, hips, and lower legs. If you have symptoms in these 
areas, you are a good candidate for skilled physical therapy. 
Beginning with a thorough assessment of your back and 
legs, which involves a review of your medical history, your 
lifestyle, and your personal habits, and an evaluation of your 
range of motion, mobility, posture, along with deep tendon 
reflexes. Then an individualized program of manual physical 
therapy is used to address your specific sciatica symptoms 
treatment. In some cases, aquatic physical therapy is 
recommended, especially if patients have difficulty w the 
varied positions needed to correct the problem and/or have 
balance issues.

 We care about you and your health and will do 
everything we can to ensure your treatment and recovery 
is successful. Our therapists provide a comprehensive 
physical assessment of the neuro-musculoskeletal system, 
apply hands-on care, and guide clients through education 
and effective clinic-based and home exercise and movement 
programs. With our professional expertise and guidance, we 
help our patient-clients attain their highest level of function 
by restoring functional abilities and physical well-being. At 
ECRC–Physical Therapy “Experience you can trust to 
get results.”
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Contact me if you are 
interested in Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate

Interest Rates are at Historic Lows!
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If you are thinking of selling, now is 
a great time as inventory is very low.

https://www.zillow.com/profile/toddhatfield/
for Zillow reviews and testimonials

Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Live Performance 
of Shakespeare Play 

The Connecticut Repertory Theatre at the 
University of Connecticut will present the 
Shakespeare classic Pericles, Prince of Tyre 
live via Zoom for a special price to Colchester 
Senior Center members on Saturday, March 6, 
at 2 p.m. 

The show will feature undergraduate and 
graduate acting students as well as professional 
actors, with a Q & A with the actors after the 
show. Tickets are $10 per household (payable to 
CSC). Register by calling 860-537-3911. 

Deadline to sign up is Feb. 19. The Zoom link 
will be emailed directly.

Upcoming Children’s Programs at Library 
The following programs are offered for chil-

dren this month at Cragin Memorial Library. 
While the library is currently open, it is not 
hosting any in-person programming. Most of 
these programs will be conducted online. For 
more information, call the children’s depart-
ment at 860-537-7201. 

The library has a list of available craft bags 
at the Children’s Circulation Desk; supplies are 
limited and are on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.

Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. There will be 
book suggestions, baby bounces and more. Of-
ten, activity bags will be available to accom-
pany the videos.

Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on 
Facebook and YouTube. There will be stories, 
songs and more. A craft will be showcased, and 
bags will be available for pick-up. 

Exploring the Alphabet: Fridays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. Each week, 
explore a new letter of the alphabet, sing songs, 
practice writing and share books. A craft bag 
will accompany each video, bags can be picked 

up on Monday the same week as the video.
Take Your Child to the Library Day: Sat-

urday, Feb. 6, all day, for all ages. Celebrate the 
10th anniversary of this day by coming into the 
library. There will be special Valentine Card 
Take and Make Bags and a treat.

Valentine Craft: Wednesday, Feb. 10, all 
day. All ages are invited to come and grab the 
Valentine Take & Make Craft Bag: A Love 
Monster. 

Foodie Fun: Chocolate M&M Pretzel 
Bites: Saturday, Feb. 13, all day. Kids and teens 
can pick up a Take & Make Bag, watch the vid-
eo on the library’s social media channels, and 
enjoy.

Catching Snowflakes Take & Make Craft: 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, all day, for all ages. Cel-
ebrate winter with this craft of kids catching 
snowflakes. Pick up your Take & Make Bag at 
the children’s desk.

Polar Bear Art Take & Make Craft: Sat-
urday, Feb. 27, all day for all ages. Celebrate 
National Polar Bear Day with this art craft. Pick 
up the bag and create a piece of art.

Colchester Cares Members Donate to Community
Colchester Cares members collectively do-

nated $1,800 to three different causes in Col-
chester in January. It was the group’s first 
distribution of 2021; they’ll make three more 
donations this year. 

Of the donations, $900 was given to Freezin’ 
for a Reason, the grassroots effort that raises 
money every winter to support the Colchester 
Fuel Bank; $450 was given to Brakes And More 
LLC to support its “Community Plow” pro-

gram, which began this winter as a way to help 
those who are unable to handle snow removal 
due to physical or money constraints; and  
$450 was given to Colchester Food Bank. 

Colchester Cares is a group that discusses 
and votes on causes and makes donations every 
quarter. Every member contributes $100 each 
quarter. Anyone interested in learning more or 
joining can visit www.colchestercares.org. 

Local Businessman
Helps Out in Storm

By Karla Santos 
Snowstorm solidarity was seen in Colches-

ter as a business owner took the time to plow 
the driveways of people in need this week.  

Eric Cummings, owner of Brakes and 
More, said that during a small snow fall that 
happened a few weeks ago, he was helping 
a friend and realized that there were many 
people that were physically not able to plow, 
couldn’t afford to pay for plowing or a combi-
nation of both. He said he had the idea of rais-
ing funds to help people in need with plowing. 

Cummings said he presented the idea to 
various Colchester Facebook groups and 
asked people for donations for the cause. He 
said someone donated a truck and he raised 
around $5,300 that he used to buy a plow and 
make adjustments to the truck. 

He said that after that, there was a small 
snow fall and about eight people called him 
for help plowing their driveways, which he 
did at no cost. 

During Monday’s snowstorm, he plowed 
about 33 driveways twice, and also cleaned 
the cars at those homes. 

He said some people were offering to pay 
but he told them he wasn’t taking payments. 

However, if they insisted, he told them they 
could make a donation of any size towards 
things the plow truck may need such a gas. 

 During the storm this week, he said the 
community donated $2,300.  

“We took some of the money to help some-
body get heat back in their home because they 
ran out of oil during the storm,” he said. 

Cummings said he is committed to main-
tain and pay for insurance coverage for the 
plow truck so that it can continue to be used 
in support of the community. 

Cummings said he decided to take on the 
plowing simply because he likes to help. He 
said he gets a lot of support from his clients at 
his business – and this is a way to give back. 

He said that for next winter he wants to do 
another fundraiser and buy two additional 
plow trucks – one for Salem residents and one 
for East Haddam. 

First Selectman Mary Bylone said Cum-
mings’ help, and then seeing the community’s 
response in donating money, is an effort that 
goes in a full circle. 

“It’s really heartwarming,” she said.

Cragin Virtual Book Club
The Cragin Virtual Book Club will be held 

Monday, Feb. 22, at 6 p.m., via Zoom. Brit Ben-
nett’s The Mothers will be discussed. 

Copies are available for checkout at the adult 
circulation desk at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 
Linwood Ave. To register for this free program, 
go to tinyurl.com/y67vno8y. For more informa-
tion, call 860-537-5752.

Polish Dinner Sold Out
The St. Joseph Polish Club has an-

nounced its Drive-Thru Polish dinner on 
Friday, Feb. 12, is already sold out.

Virtual Vendor Fair
Parks and Recreation is planning a new 

spring vendor fair book, following the suc-
cess of the holiday book. This time around, 
Parks and Rec. will expand the book to in-
clude local farms, gardeners and businesses. 

Applications will be accepted until Feb. 
15 and the book will be published mid-
March. Each vendor will have four pages to 
display their items for sale. Vendors should 
include contact information and how to pick 
up and pay for items, and should be sure to 
follow all COVID-19 guidelines listed on 
the State of Connecticut website. 

Registration forms are available at www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department or 
by calling the office at 860-537-7297.

Colchester Federated 
Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz.

The church remains closed to the public un-
til further notice. The church has canceled in-
person worship and Sunday School until dis-
ease rates decline in Colchester. Worship will 
be offered via Facebook Live at 9 a.m. Sunday 
mornings by a small worship team and Sunday 
School lessons will be shared virtually with 
families. 

Virtual worship can also be found at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the “Wor-
ship & Sermons” tab.
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35 Lebanon Avenue
Colchester, CT 06231

860-334-2944
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Our Family Law Team
collaborative divorce • mediation 
custody • child support • litigation

You get more than a lawyer . . You get a law firm 
2252 Main Street, Glastonbury, CT  06033 • (860) 659-0700

bpslawyers.com

Kathryn L. Bissonnette Edward J. BryanSantolo L. Odierna

Ronald T. Scott Deborah R. EisenbergKate W. Haakonsen Kevin B.F. Emerson

Grand List Grows 1.5% from Previous Year
By Karla Santos 

Colchester has released its 2020 Grand List, 
reflecting a 1.5% increase, or $18,892,800, 
from the 2019 Grand List. 

The net total of the Oct. 1, 2020 Grand List of 
assessable properties is $1.278 billion. 

According to the report, the additional $18 
million in assessment equates to an additional 
$620,000 in tax dollars. 

First Selectman Mary Bylone said she knew 
there would be an increase in the Grand List, 
but when she learned the exact amount, she was 
surprised.  

“I was like, ‘wow, that is more than what I 
expected,’” she said. 

The Grand List is a report that represents the 
net value of assessments in town including real 
estate, personal property and motor vehicles. 

All of these categories saw an increase from 
2019. 

Real estate property increased $11.31 mil-
lion, going from $1.05 billion in 2019 to $1.07 
billion in 2020. 

The $4.56 million increase in motor vehicles 
brought the numbers from $133.46 million in 
2019 to $138.02 million in 2020. 

Personal property saw an increase of 
$3,626,200, going from $52.90 million in 2019 
to $56.53 million in 2020. 

Prorated assessments and motor vehicle sup-
plements are also included in the Grand List. 
Prorates saw an increase of $1.30 million going 
from $1.90 million in 2019, to $3.20 million in 
2020. 

Motor vehicle supplement did not see an in-
crease. Rather, it decreased by $900,000, going 
from $19.90 million in 2019 to $19 million in 
2020. 

The Grand List is dated from Oct. 1 each 
year. 

Newly-constructed property built after Oct.1 
is prorated. Motor vehicles purchased after 
Oct.1 are supplemented. Both categories are 

calculated based on the number of months 
property was in place or vehicles were owned. 
The Grand List serves as a guide to the Board of 
Finance to help set the mill rate for the upcom-
ing fiscal year – July 1 to June 30 – determin-
ing resident’s taxes. A mill rate is the amount of 
tax payable per dollar of the assessed value of a 
property. One mill is $1 in taxes per $1,000 of 
assessed property. 

The current mill rate in Colchester is 32.84, 
but it is subject to change after a new town bud-
get is presented and approved. 

The top 10 Colchester real estate taxpayers 
in 2020 were Country Place of Colchester LTD 
Partners at $9.90 million, SS1 Colchester LLC 
at $8.34 million, CV Colchester I LLC + at 
$6.20 million, Norwich City OF at $4.84 mil-
lion, Sharr Realty LLC at $3.80 million, Gen-
esis Health Ventures of Bloomfield IN at $3.57 
million, GND Too of Colchester LLC at $3.55 
million, S+S Worldwide INC at $3.53million, 
Park Place Holdings LLC at $3.37 million and 
Keystone Shoppes LLC at $3.08 million.  

The top 10 real estate taxpayers combined 
held a total of 41 accounts and paid $50.17 mil-
lion in taxes. 

While the 2020 Grand List presented a 1.5% 
increase, the 2019 Grand List presented a 1.4% 
increase. In 2018, the increase was only at 
0.8%. In 2017, the Grand List came in with a 
1.2% increase. In 2016 – the last time the town 
completed a revaluation and every property re-
ceived a new assessment – there was a 1.1% 
increase. The 2015 Grand List also saw a 1.1% 
increase and in 2013 and 2014, there were 0.6% 
increases each year. 

Bylone said it is a positive move for the town 
to see an increase in the Grand List because 
“it’s always nice to have more money around 
the town.”  

However, she said town officials are con-
scious of their need to keep a balance between 

obtaining revenue for town operating expenses, 
while also being considerate about how much 
residents are asked to pay. 

She said the pandemic has impacted 
the Grand List, in a way, with many residential 
properties are selling. 

Bylone explained that while certain business-
es, such as restaurants and salons, have strug-
gled throughout the pandemic; others, such as 
real estate and hardware businesses, have flour-
ished. 

John Chaponis, town assessor, said he was 

also expecting an increase in the Grand List 
and said that, considering the state of the world, 
“any increase is positive.” 

“While construction has slowed, it certainly 
did not cease; nor did it stop residents from ac-
quiring new motor vehicles as we saw the mo-
tor vehicle Grand List grow 7% – by $3.6 mil-
lion in assessment – when vehicle assessment 
tends to drop each year as they get older,” Cha-
ponis said. 

The last day to appeal is Feb. 20.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following programs and 
events. Most programs are on Zoom; to learn 
more about join them, or for full descriptions 
of any program, call the center at 860-537-3911 
or email csc@colchesterct.gov. The center is 
online at www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 
More information about senior trips can also be 
found online.

Monday, Feb. 8: 8:30 a.m., Commission on 
Aging meeting on Zoom; 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 11 
a.m., Learn to Sign with Ruth on Zoom.

Tuesday, Feb. 9: 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi on Zoom; 
11 a.m., Adult Coloring; 1:30 p.m., conference 
call Cupid Bingo; Senior Center Building Com-
mittee on Zoom.

Wednesday, Feb. 10: 10 a.m., Making Mem-
ories on Zoom; 10:30 a.m., Love Song Cha-
rades on Zoom; 2:30 p.m., senior center staff 
meeting; 7 p.m., AARP Webinar Wednesdays. 

Thursday, Feb. 11: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 
11 a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom. 

Friday, Feb. 12: 10:30 a.m., Highlighting 
Colchester History with CHS; 11 a.m., Senior 
Yoga on Zoom; 2:30 p.m., From Boomer 2 
Zoomer Tech Help appointments.

Upcoming Programs: Snowman Decorat-
ing Contest: All are invited to create a one-of-
a-kind snowman. Mini Styrofoam snowmen 
will be provided for people to decorate however 
they like. There will be winners for Funniest, 
Most Unique, and Most Beautiful. Participants 
have until Feb. 26 to complete their snowman 
and submit a picture for judging. Call the office 
to set up a time to pick up your snowman starter 
kit for $3.

Mardi Gras Lunch-to-Go: Tuesday, Feb. 
16, noon. Pick up your festive lunch of Loui-
siana-style Jambalaya (a mildly-spiced rice 
dish with chicken, tomatoes, celery and green 
peppers), a tossed garden salad with dressing, a 
personal “King Cake” cupcake for dessert and 
some Mardi Gras-inspired surprises. Pre-regis-
ter by Feb. 10 by calling the senior center. Cost 
is $8 and can be paid on the day of pickup.

Book Club Discussion on Zoom: Tuesday, 
Feb. 16, 10:30 a.m. Ask Again, Yes by Mary 
Beth Keane will be discussed. Copies are on re-
serve at Cragin Memorial Library. All are wel-
come; please come having read the book. 

AARP Tax Aide Services: Fridays, Feb. 
19-March 26, by appointment only. AARP Tax 
Aide Counselors will provide free tax prepa-

ration assistance. New requirement this year: 
people must have had their taxes filed with the 
senior center within the past two filing years 
(2018 and or 2019). Call Susan in the office 
at 860-537-3911 to schedule an appointment. 
Space is very limited this year.

Reopening Our Senior Center Q&A on 
Zoom: Friday, Feb. 19, 10 a.m., via Zoom. 
Patty Watts will discuss the COVID-19 vaccine 
and the impact it will have on reopening the se-
nior center and resuming normal operations. 

Mandala Mug Craft: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 
1:30 p.m. During this Zoom session, you will 
create a mandala on a coffee mug while learn-
ing about the history and the symbolism of this 
ancient art. Mug kits are $5 each and can be 
picked up at the senior center. Call the center 
to register and schedule a time to get your kit.

Colchester Senior of the Month: Each 
month, beginning in February, the senior center 
will give one or two of its members the spot-
light to tell more about themselves. If interested 
in being the February Senior of the Month, call 
Ruth at the senior center.

Learn to Sign with Ruth: Mondays, 11 
a.m.-noon. This course teaches the basics of 
how to communicate with sign language. No 
prior experience necessary. 

Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with 
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Senior 
Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; Sit-
tercize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; Tai 
Chi: Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

Freezin’ for a Reason
Residents Fred Brown, Rob Suchecki and 

Greg Cordova are spending a weekend in the 
cold next weekend, to benefit Colchester Fuel 
Bank.

The group will gather on the Colchester 
Green on Friday, Feb. 12, at 2 p.m. and won’t 
leave until Sunday at noon after spending two 
cold nights in a tent, raising funds for the Col-
chester Fuel Bank. 

“This is year number 12 and I have a feel-
ing the Colchester residents won’t let us 
down,” Brown, the event’s founder, said. “So 
far we’ve raised over $120,000. I think we can 
raise a lot of money this year, even during the 
pandemic.”

Brown added, “This year might just be the 
most important year for this fundraiser. With 
so many folks out of work, how can they af-
ford to keep that thermostat at a comfortable 
temperature and eat or purchase prescrip-
tions?”

The men will wear masks and remain so-

cially distanced when dealing with the public. 
“We don’t want anyone to get sick,” Brown 
said. “We just want to help keep them warm.”

Suchecki, a former Colchester police ser-
geant, said, “I know this sounds really corny, 
but this town and its residents have been so 
good to me it only makes sense to give back. 
Helping those in need is just the right thing 
to do.

The group will be on the Colchester Green 
accepting donations from Friday, Feb. 12, at 
2 p.m., until Sunday, Feb. 14, at noon. Make 
checks payable to Freezin’ for a Reason. 

If you can’t make it to the Green, any 
branch of Peoples United Bank is accepting 
donations, and you can also use Paypal.com, 
with the e-mail freezinforareason@yahoo.
com, to donate online.

“We are a visual reminder of all those in 
need of heating assistance!” Suchecki said. 
“Please help us.”

Kindergarten 
Registration 

Kindergarten registration for the upcoming 
2021-2022 school year is now open at the Col-
chester Public Schools website, www.colches-
terct.org. 

Children who turn 5 by Jan. 1, 2022, are eli-
gible to register for the full-day program. Reg-
istration must be completed online. Select the 
“For Families” tab and on the drop down menu 
click on the tab for “Registration and Residen-
cy.” Follow the necessary steps outlined on the 
website. 

You will need to make an appointment with 
the Colchester Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation office once all of the online enrollment 
forms are completed. To do this, call 860-537-
7267. Registration hours are by appointment 
only on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A list of documents needed 
can be found on the website. 

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Friday night Zoom service, 6:30 p.m.; Satur-

day morning Zoom service, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, 
Kabbalah class, 5:30 p.m. on Zoom; Tuesday, 
Talmud class, 6:30 p.m. on Zoom.

There are daily prayer classes on Facebook 
Live, by Rabbi Ken Alter. For more informa-
tion, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 8 
a.m.-noon Tuesday-Friday.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship services 
in-person Sundays at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available on Zoom; visit the church website at 
westchestercongchurch.org for Zoom login in-
formation.

Safety precautions are in place to protect 
against COVID-19; pews are labeled for safe 
physical distancing, masks are required to be 
worn, hand sanitizer is available, and there is no 
singing, but music is played. 

The church has a small white wooden Bless-
ings Box in its lower parking lot, with non-
perishable food items and other helpful items 
for anyone who needs them. All are welcome to 
come and give or take a few items. 

Sunday School is not in person yet, but the 
church emails video links and mails out pack-
ages of worksheets to children for the Sunday 
School experience. Email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call 860-267-6711 to request 
Sunday School items.

Church tag sales will return; check this news-
paper and the church website for news of up-
coming events.

White-Tailed Deer
in Connecticut 

Cragin Memorial Library invites all to come 
learn about white-tailed deer in Connecticut on 
Thursday, Feb. 25, at 6 p.m., via zoom. 

Paul Colburn is a certified master wildlife 
conservationist who will teach an overview of 
the white-tailed deer’s habitat, diet, behavior 
and reproduction. He will also provide rec-
ommendations for optimum coexistence with 
white-tailed deer population. To sign up, visit 
tinyurl.com/y5tke59z.

This program is free. For more information, 
call 860-537-5752.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Rossmary Cartier, 

Christina Heckathorn, Bernadette Holmes, Ian 
Lilly, Michelle McComiskey, Maria Nieves, 
Jeremiah Palmisano, Stephanie Plateroti, 
Ashlee Ringuette, Cecilia Romeiro, Natalia 
Setschinsky, Ashley Varjenski, Izabela Vernali, 
Aileen Williams and Meghan Young all made 
the summer 2020 Dean’s List at Goodwin Col-
lege in East Hartford.
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please call for an appointment
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

variable discount coupon
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 off Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 off Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 off Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 off Any purchase

of $200 or more

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks extra. 
Synthetic & specialty oils slightly higher. $2.00 charge 

for fluid disposal. Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

With Your passport card – $21.95

oil/filter & lube
super special

$2695

537-2331 • 889-0304
Route 85

ColChester PerformAnCe
lIft KIts InstAlleD!

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

AUTO  |  HOMEOWNERS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LIABILITY  |  BUSINESS AUTO  |  WORKERS’ COMP  |  BONDS

860.537.4661 
176 Norwich Avenue  |  Colchester, CT  |  GerhardtInsurance.com

TRUSTED. 
VALUED.
LOCAL.
3 Tailored Account

Solutions

3 Exceptional Insurance
Solutions in Your World

3 Prompt, Dependable
Service

R
E8

-2
1-

20R
E

1-
8-

21

Plan ahead for 2021
Buy • Sell • enjoy

For Real estate Success
Call Carolyn Kress

“Your Full Service Real Estate Agent”

Carolyn Kress 860-908-4716

Free Market analysis
Staging
Professional Photography/aerial
Marketing

ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE/ELDER LAW

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping  You Make the Decisions

Asset Protection
Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester – 860-537-4400

Willimantic – 860-423-6308

Atty. Kevin 
Connors

35 Years Experience
Reasonable Fees
Judge of  Probate

(Retired)

Peace of Mind
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Drive-Thru Food Box 
Distribution Today

Today, Feb. 5, Abundant Life Church will 
distribute 30-pound boxes of fresh produce, 
meat, and dairy products, starting at 1 p.m. 

This is part of the Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program from the USDA under the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act to 
purchase and distribute agricultural prod-
ucts to those in need. 

The CityServe distributors have chosen 
Abundant Life as a point-of-distribution 
faith-based organization to reach this area 
of Connecticut. There are no financial crite-
ria to receive a food box.  

Abundant Life is on 85 Skinner Rd. 
Remain in your car and a volunteer will 
load your box into your trunk.  For more 
information, contact Abundant Life Pastor 
Charles Brown at c.brown26@mac.com or 
860-303-0416. 

Senior Painting
on Zoom 

All are invited to join other members of 
the Colchester Senior Center Friday, Feb. 
19, at 1:30 p.m., via Zoom, for a step-by-
step demo on how to paint a bouquet of red 
roses. 

Materials are $20, or you can provide 
your own paint and canvas and join for free. 
Call the senior center at 860-537-3911 to 
register. 

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skin-

ner Rd., has announced the following pieces of 
news. For more information, call the church at 
860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. Abun-
dant Life Church is a Christ-follower church 
that believes salvation through Jesus Christ.

Weekly Sunday Service: The church con-
tinues open door services on Sundays. Facial 
masks while roaming and social distancing 
guidelines are followed, including only allow-
ing less than 50 attendees. Sunday School is at 
the church at 9:30 a.m., with the main service 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the church if you 
would like to attend.

The service is also broadcast live on Face-

book, beginning at 10:30 a.m., with a special 
children’s program included. Go to www.face-
book.com/groups/abundantLifeCT or look for 
the church on Facebook. For more information 
or if unable to connect, call the church at 860-
537-3082.

Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a 
group of faithful members at Abundant Life. If 
you are in need of prayer for healing, financial 
issues, troubled family members, life-control-
ling habits, or any other need, call the church 
to be placed on its prayer list. You may also 
ask about the various days and times the prayer 
groups meet and come at that time.

Beat Those Winter Blues 
Sara Walker from United Community Fam-

ily Services will share strategies for coping 
with the winter blues in a special Zoom seminar 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 10:30 a.m. She will also 
explain what seasonal affective disorder is and 
give coping mechanisms to combat it.

For more information, call Colchester Senior 
Center at 860-537-3911.

Diversity Workshops
Colchester Public Schools is collaborating 

with the state Department of Education and its 
partners, along with several additional school 
district teams, in a new series of workshops 
aimed at increasing diversity in the educator 
workforce. 

Colchester school administrators will attend 
the virtual coaching series. The book Increas-
ing the Racial, Ethnic, and Linguistic Diversity 
of Your Educator Workforce: A Guidebook for 
Hiring and Selection will be utilized to support 
district teams in the development of their plans. 

Republicans
Seek Candidates

In preparation for the Nov. 2 municipal elec-
tion, the Colchester Republican Town Commit-
tee is seeking candidates for town-elected of-
fices. 

For more information, call RTC Chairman 
Art Shilosky at 860-537-1093 or Betty Wagner 
at 860-537-5327.

Dean’s List
 Alicia Grant of Colchester made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Is-
land in Kingston, R.I.

Budget Meetings
The RHAM Board of Education will re-

view the proposed 2021-22 schools budget at 
meetings on Mondays, Feb. 8 and 22, at 6:30 
p.m. The meetings will be held virtually; 
links to each will be posted on the schools’ 
and district’s websites.

AHM News & Notes

Free Self-Care Video Library
AHM Youth and Family Services has launched 

its Health Matters Free Self-Care Video Library – 
and new videos are added weekly.

The collection includes fitness and nutrition 
videos (Mission Wellness of Colchester), sketch-
ing tips and techniques (Beverly Fisher of RHAM 
High School), yoga flow and meditation (Anna 
GLOWacki Yoga), core fusion (Donne Bellmore 
of Wildflower Fitness) and as a bonus an opportu-
nity to join a weekly live Zumba Fitness class via 

Zoom (Tressa Giordano)
This video library is available to residents of all 

ages in the towns of Andover, Hebron, Marlbor-
ough and Columbia. As a special exception, due 
to the global health crisis, AHM is welcoming sur-
rounding towns as well. 

To view the library, visit www.ahmyouth.org. 
For more information, contact Jennifer Boehler at 
860-228-9488 ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

HAMR Softball Spring Registration
Early registration is now open for HAMR 

Softball, a non-profit, fast-pitch Little League 
softball league, for girls age 5-14 from Hebron, 
Andover, and Marlborough. 

HAMR offers several divisions, open to all 
girls, including T-Ball, Rookies, Minors, Majors, 
and Juniors. Skill instruction ranges from basic 
fundamentals and game play to advanced skills 

and game strategy. Fundamentals are a focus 
throughout all divisions. COVID-19 guidelines 
will be followed.

Early bird registration runs through Feb. 28. 
Fees: T-Ball, $50; Rookies, $75, Minors/Majors/
Juniors, $120. Those registering after Feb. 28 
will incur a late fee.  To learn more about HAMR 
and to register, visit www.hamrsoftball.org.

AHM Youth and Family Services has an-
nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information on AHM, visit www.ahmyouth.org. 

Virtual Play and Learn Groups: Wednes-
days, 10:30-11:15 a.m., starting Feb. 10, for 
six weeks. Registration includes materials and 
supplies to be used during weekly Zoom meet-
ings. The meetings will include stories, singing, 
discussion and a craft project. This program is 
suitable for children ages 2 ½-5 with a parent or 
caregiver present. Register online at ahmyouth.
org/play-learn-group-virtual-registration. For 
more information, contact Becky Murray at 860-
573-1260 or beckym@ahmyouth.org.

Free Developmental Screenings: These 
are offered to all families with children ages 4 
months-5 years in Andover, Hebron, Marlbor-
ough and Columbia. Using a questionnaire, Ages 
and Stages, children will be asked some ques-

tions and perform a series of activities to check 
on their development in different areas. This 
takes about an hour and is completed with your 
child and you present. Screenings will be done 
at Gilead Hill School in the Family Resource 
Center by appointment, with proper COVID-19 
precautions taken. Contact Jahnna Sieckowski 
at jahnnas@ahmyouth.org or Becky Murray at 
beckym@ahnmyouth.org for more information.
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Did you know that Belltown offers:
	A Huge Selection of Tires, Rims & Accessories in our new showroom
	Award Winning Service to keep your car operating like new
	Car Rentals: for the day, week or while your car is here for service 
	Equipment Rentals for all of your projects
 (skid steers, excavators, etc)
	Collision Repair & peace of mind after an accident 
	24 Hour Towing Service 
	CT Emissions Testing 

Please check us out online at
www.BelltownMotors.com

or call to schedule an appointment at 
860.267.7222

...and so much more!  

The All New Belltown Motors
is here for all of your

vehicle needs in 2021!

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Emissions Testing on Saturdays by appointment only!

RE2-5-21

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Coming Monday 
By Jack Lakowsky

Town Manager David Cox said Tuesday an 
appointment-only vaccine clinic serving resi-
dents 75 and older will run on Feb. 8 at the East 
Hampton Town Hall. 

Members of this priority group can call the 
East Hampton Senior Center to register for and 
schedule their vaccination against COVID-19 at 
860-267-4426. 

Cox last week said the town was vetting new 
methods of how to register for COVID-19 vac-
cinations because many residents, particularly 
among older demographics, have found the 
state’s online registration method, the Vaccine 
Administration Management System (VAMS), 
to be challenging. 

“People can comfortably access the informa-
tion they need just by calling up the local senior 
center,” Cox told the Rivereast. 

The seniors who get vaccinated Monday will 
not be Belltown’s first. Cox said through other 
vaccine clinics outside of town, about 40% of 
residents older than 75 have received their first 
dose, or 252 people, according to the latest in-
formation. 

“We do have some good momentum going,” 
said Cox. 

Inclement weather will cause cancellation 
and rescheduling of the clinic. As of Wednes-
day, some snowfall is possible for Sunday, so 
Cox advised registrants to watch the weather. 

Cox said the Chatham Health District is 

working with its member towns -- East Hamp-
ton, Portland, Colchester, Hebron, Marlbor-
ough and East Haddam – to open future clinics 
in each community. 

Cox and other officials still encourage resi-
dents to observe safety protocols like mask 
wearing and frequent hand washing. People 
should still get tested as well, Cox said. 

Although East Hampton is still in the state’s 
“red” alert category, the town’s transmission 
rate decreased slightly at the end of January. 

From Jan. 10 to Jan. 28, 68 COVID-19 cases 
were found in East Hampton, for a transmission 
ratio of about 38/100,000 residents, down from 
52/100,000 in the prior reporting period. 

This equates to about 5 new cases per day, 
according to Cox’s update. 

These new cases bring East Hampton’s num-
ber to 563. And there was some good news: no 
new deaths were reported in the last period. The 
town’s COVID-19 death toll remains at 17. 

Cox commended the efforts of Chatham 
Health District administrators, staff and volun-
teer personnel for their work, saying Chatham 
has successfully mobilized a large workforce. 

Cox said among the many challenges towns 
face in vaccinating their populations, two stick 
out. The first is largely, though by no means 
exclusively, an issue facing the 75 and older 
demographic; VAMS is hard to use and is es-
pecially difficult for individuals who don’t use 

computers daily, he said. 
The second challenge is an issue of capac-

ity, Cox said. Towns and health districts must 
ensure they have enough vaccine and personnel. 
Meeting the demand of an entire populace is no 
easy feat, Cox explained.

Towns must also have a big enough venue. 
The new Town Hall on Community Drive, now 
just a bit shy of its first birthday, will offer 
enough space to allow for distancing and steady 
turnaround. 

Without the new Town Hall, finding a local 
venue would have been an additional challenge, 
Cox said. 

Senior center staff and the Middletown Area 
Transit District (MAT) have been helping bring 
older residents to their appointments. 

Senior Services Coordinator Joann Ewing 

has, along with her staff, been fielding the com-
munity’s questions about the vaccination pro-
cess. 

Ewing said people often ask about potential 
side effects. As she spoke to the Rivereast, Ew-
ing was waiting on a return call from a resident 
who decided to consult her physician about the 
vaccine’s interaction with their allergy medica-
tion. 

But overall, residents are grateful not to need 
VAMS to schedule an appointment, and “are 
more pleased with staying in East Hampton,” 
Ewing said. 

Ewing said many found unattractive the idea 
of driving to East Hartford for a vaccine. 

Although progress has been made, Ewing ad-
vised continued patience with the pace of vac-
cine rollout.

Valentine’s Pork Roast Dinner
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, located at 59 Main St., is sponsoring a 
takeout, Valentine pork roast dinner Satur-
day, Feb. 13. There will be drive-thru pick-
up from 5-7 p.m. in the church parking lot. 
Church workers will follow safety protocols. 

The dinner will include boneless pork roast 
with herb stuffing, roasted red potatoes with 
fresh rosemary, glazed baby carrots, buttered 
green beans almondine, and yeast rolls. Red 
velvet cake with cream cheese frosting is the 

featured Valentine’s dessert. 
Cost is $15 each, payable by cash or check 

(made out to CCEH) at the time of pick-up. 
Pre-ordering is required. To reserve din-

ners and pick-up time, call the church office 
Tuesdays through Fridays (9 a.m.-noon) at 
860-267-4959, or Teri at 860-267-6150. 

Orders can only be guaranteed if received 
by Teri no later than Friday, Feb. 12. If or-
dering on the last day, be sure to speak to a 
person. 

Children Sought for Preschool Programs
The East Hampton Public School System 

is seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents for pre-
school programs for the 2021-22 school year. A 
half-day and a full-day program will be offered. 

Memorial Elementary School’s half-day Inte-
gration program will be held three times a week 
for 3-year-old students and four times a week 
for 4-year-old students. Due to limited spaces, 
selection for peer models will be determined 
through a lottery process. If selected, peer mod-
els demonstrating age-appropriate skills will be 
assigned by age to either a three-day- or four-
day-a-week schedule (2.5 hours per day).

Memorial’s Smart Start Program will be held 
five full days per week (8:50 a.m.-2:50 p.m.), 
following the East Hampton Public Schools 
calendar. Priority will be given to 4-year-old 
children that meet income guidelines or have 
other factors for consideration. Other appli-

cants, regardless of economic or risk factors, 
will then be selected.

Parents interested in proceeding through the 
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elemen-
tary School, located at 20 Smith St., or East 
Hampton Public Library, located at 105 Main 
St. Packets will be available Feb. 1 at both loca-
tions. 

The completed parent interview form, im-
munization form and a proof of residency must 
be returned to Kelly Caruso at the Memorial 
School office no later than March 19. Once 
all three forms are returned, parents will be 
contacted by phone, no later than March 26, 
to schedule a time to bring their child for the 
screening and lottery/selection process.

 Forms received after March 19 will not be 
accepted. 

Grant Applications Due in April
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects designed to enrich 
residents’ lives through the arts. Deadline to ap-
ply is April 1.

There are two $500 grants available. Grants 
will be awarded to East Hampton individuals or 
organizations the commission determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/
or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success, and the organization’s or 

project’s accessibility and service to the East 
Hampton community. 

Grant recipients must credit the East Hamp-
ton Arts and Culture Commission on all press 
releases, posters, print advertising and pro-
grams. 

An interview may be requested of the candi-
date prior to awarding the grant. A progress up-
date will be required six months after the award 
date, with a final report required one year after 
the award date.

Visit www.artsforeasthamptonct.org for ap-
plications; mail them to Town Manager’s Office, 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or email to arts@easthamptonct.org.

Police News
1/20: William Meigs, 60, of Glastonbury, was 

arrested and charged with DUI, traveling too 
fast for conditions and risk of injury to a minor, 
East Hampton Police said. 

Also, from Jan. 18-24, officers responded to 
four medical calls, two motor vehicle crashes 
and six alarms, and made 14 traffic stops, police 
said.

Dean’s List
Matthew Flynn of East Hampton made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, N.Y.

***
Alexis Harris of East Hampton made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at the University of Saint Jo-
seph in West Hartford.
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11 North Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424
860-365-5746

www.platinumnaturalcbd.co
Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12 - 5pmlnstagram Facebook

follow us for exclusive deals

Wide range of effective products 
available at an affordable price

• CBD Oil
• Tea
• Smokables
• Edibles

• Topicals
• Pet Treats
• Coffee

Soothing, Tasteful & Smooth

10% Off
your purchase
of $30 or more

R
E

1-
8-

21
R

E
8-

14
-2

0

Call 
Us 

Today

 
 
 
 
 

Visit me. 

-Theo 

R
E

1-
22

-2
1

Winter Special
Computer TuneUp
Regular $79 – $49
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
2/6/21

through
2/28/21

Not responsible for typographical errors.

3 Olives
Vodka 80°

$2199 
(1.75 L)

Gilbey’s
Gin 80°

$1999 
(1.75 L)

Smirnoff
Vodka 80°

$1999 
(1.75 L)

Bulleit
Bourbon 90°
$5199 

(1.75 L)

Canadian Club 
Whiskey 80°

$1799 
(1.75 L)

Captain Morgan 
Spiced Rum 70°
$2699 

(1.75 L)

Black Opal 
Wines

$1399 
(1.5 L)

Monkey Bay 
Sauv. blanc

$1299 
(1.5 L)

Beringer Main 
& Vine Wines

Fish Eye 
Wines

$999 
(1.5 L)

$1799 
(3 L box)

Clos du bois Cab. 
Chard. Merlot

Cooks
Brut

$999 
(750 mL)

$899 
(750 mL)

W
I
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Bud & Light

$1549
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Natural & Ice

$1549
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Coors Light & Miller Lite

$2399
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Truly Variety

$2799
12 oz., 2/12-pack cans

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 12pm-5pm

Center Package Store

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has made the following announcements. For 
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All patrons age 2 and 
up are required to wear masks that cover their 
nose and mouth in the library and observe so-
cial distancing. If unable or unwilling to wear 
a mask, call the library to schedule a curbside 
delivery. 

Stories and Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
via Zoom, for ages 1-5. No registration re-
quired. 

Family Bedtime Stories: Mondays at 6:30 
p.m., via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This program 
combines stories, songs and literacy activities. 
Siblings, pajamas, and stuffed animal friends 
welcome. No registration required; just drop 
in.  However, you can register online to receive 
weekly reminders for storytime.

Take and Make: For grades 6 and up. This 
month’s kit is Dragons. You will get all the ma-
terials needed to make your own dragon eggs 
and flying dragons. There will also be other 
dragon-related STEM activities and ideas. For 
registration and pickup information, contact the 
library. 

Virtual Afterschool Programs: Footprints, 
Fribrarys, and Fundays: The library offers 
fun and educational after school programming 
for children in grades 2-5 on Fridays during the 
school year, and Monday Fundays for middle 
school students on select Mondays. Program-
ming takes place at 4 p.m., and all programs are 
over Zoom. Registration required. The schedule 
is: Footprints, for grades 2-3, Feb. 19; Fribrary, 
for grades 4-5, Feb. 5 and 26; Monday Fundays, 

for grades 6-8, Feb. 8 and 22.
Mindful Movements: Thursdays, 10 a.m., 

via Zoom, for ages 3-8. This is an early literacy 
program for child and caregiver that combines 
singing, dancing, and whole body movement. 
Siblings welcome. For weekly reminders and 
recordings, register online.

Children’s Valentine Exchange: For grades 
PK-5. Registration is unlimited, but required. 
Drop off at least 10 valentines to the library by 
Feb. 8. No food or candy please. After they’re 
quarantined, the valentines will be distributed 
valentines equally among all participants. The 
library will contact you to pick up your child’s 
bag of valentines (and a special surprise from 
the library) between Feb. 12 and 14.

Teen Advisory Tuesday: Feb. 23 at 3 p.m., 
for grades 8-12. Come together to plan and cre-
ate events and programs you want. Provide in-
put to expand the library’s YA/Teen collection. 
Teen Advisory Board requires a monthly com-
mitment and participation. Registration and ap-
plications are being accepted.

Book Club via Zoom: Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 
6:30 p.m., or Thursday, Feb. 18, at 2 p.m. The 
Vanishing Half will be discussed. Copies are 
available for check-out at the circulation desk. 
Register online for the Zoom link.

Waiving Fines and Fees: The library will 
waive all fines and fees for the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

E-Books and E-Audiobooks: The library 
currently offers two different eBook and eAu-
dio platforms. Visit the eLibrary tab on the web-
site for more info. 

E-Book Library Cards: Don’t have a li-
brary card and you’re and East Hampton resi-
dent? Sign up on the website for an eBook li-
brary card to access all of the library’s online 
resources.

Kindergarten
Registration to Start 

Kindergarten registration packets for the 
2021-22 school year will be available at the 
Memorial School foyer and online Monday, 
Feb. 15.

To secure a screening appointment, return 
all completed registration paperwork to the 
school office or drop box in the foyer by Fri-
day, March 26. Memorial School is located 
at 20 Smith St.

A parent information night will be held 
Thursday, May 6, at 6 p.m. Details to fol-
low.

Kindergarten screenings will be held 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. the week of May 24-28.

Lions Want Your Shoes
The East Hampton Lions are asking people to 

clean out their closets and give them their new 
or gently-worn shoes, sneakers, slippers and 
boots they don’t wear. Ace Hardware on Route 
66 has a collection bin in their store for resi-
dents to drop the shoes.

 The Lions have also partnered with the stu-
dents of Center School. The classrooms will be 
competing to be one of the top three classes that 
collect the most shoes. Students will be bring-
ing the shoes to school during February.

 The Lions said they hope to collect 2,500 
pairs, which will be used to support small busi-
nesses in developing countries.  

 To have your shoes picked up, call Lion 
Mary Krogh at 860-977-5760 or Lion Sandy 
Giordano at 860-593-1220.

‘Comedy for Rotary’ 
The East Hampton Rotary Club will co-host 

“Comedy for Rotary” live online Friday, Feb. 
12, at 7 p.m. 

The hour-long event will feature two come-
dians: Sam Morril, who has performed on The 
Late Show with Stephen Colbert, Conan and 
in three Comedy Central specials; and Moody 
McCarthy, who has also performed on The Late 
Show and Conan, as well as Jimmy Kimmel 
Live!

This event contains mature content and is in-
tended for ages 18 and older.

Cost is $20; there is no limit on the number 
of viewers per link. Proceeds benefit Rotary’s 
efforts to help those in need. Tickets can be pur-
chased at https://rotary7980.myeventscenter.
com. Include East Hampton as the Rotary Club 
when registering. 

Haddam Neck
Covenant Church News 
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd., invites all to Sunday 
Worship at 9 a.m. online at www.facebook.
com/Haddam-Neck-Covenant-Church or in-
person with masks, social distancing and safety 
protocols. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. 

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog from 
Farmer M’s Red Barn to help Cowger explain 
the meaning of the message topic.

Bible Study: Cowger hosts a Zoom study 
entitled “God’s Peace and Prayers” every other 
Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. The foundation of 
the study is the book Armchair Mystic -- How 
Contemplative Prayer Can Bring You Closer to 
God. 

Call the church office at 860-267-2336 for 
more information. Office hours are 12:30-4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Dean’s List
Katie Zimmer of East Hampton made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Fairfield University. 
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We Need To Talk…
Is it time to think about Medicare?

*Are you planning to retire?
*Are you retired and turning 65?

*Are you over 65 and losing insurance?

Let’s schedule an appointment and talk.
There is no charge for my service.

Cynthia DelFavero
860-922-5691 • cynthia@mededcon.com C
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CASH OIL CO.
40 yrs. of Comfort Heating

• Discount Prices
• Automatic Delivery

• 24 hr. Mechanical Service

860-267-0431
 Lic. #00306580 HOD #0000264 Insured
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Retirement & Income Strategies
Estate Strategies • Annuities & Protection Strategies
Business & Retirement Plans • Saving for Education

Member SIPC

Richard Shonk

TAX SERVICE
860-295-9343

rljshonk@yahoo.com
www.rlsglobalconsultinginc.com
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Registering for On-Line Yoga classes &
Aromatherapy consults at: dawnhydesyoga.com

Additional info contact ~ dawnhydesyoga@gmail.com 
call 860-819-5307

Live-Online Yoga Classes to Improve
Your Health and Wellness

Join Dawn Hydes, RN, RYT, Yoga4Cancer certified
Live-Online Yoga Classes to improve your Physical

and Emotional Health. Incorporating Yoga Nidra for
deep relaxation in the comfort of your own home.

Suitable for all levels including beginners.
Every Thursday Evening 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

Special Offer ~ 1 Free Class and a 
30-minute personal consultation.  

Cost: $65.00 per month, Drop-In: $15.00
per class Payment via PayPal 

Yoga with a British Accent!

Continue your Self-Care Journey throughout the Year!
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 On Jan. 23, the Pinewood Derby was held – virtually. Pictured is the pit crew, from 
left, Mark Niosi, Sara Perez, Ryan Scanlon, Eric Buckley, Cameron Meacham, Jeff 
Mortimer, Brody Buckley, Vincenzo Niosi, Alexander Scanlon, Ethan Mortimer and 
Chris Meacham.

Pinewood Derby Goes Virtual 
Many community events are occurring online 

nowadays, Cub Scout Pack 57 Pinewood Derby 
was no different – and yet, very different. 

On Jan. 23, 45 Scouts raced their car down 
the blue track, and this year, with five webcams, 
trackside microphones and some technology 
assistance from the leadership team, the Scouts 
and their families were able to watch from the 
comfort of their home, a wonderful view of 
their cars racing. 

“My favorite part was seeing all the cool de-
signs,” Vincenzo Niosi said. “I used a mini-belt 
sander to make my car; I did my best. The Pine-
wood Derby this year was really cool.”

“It was unfortunate that we had to make this 
event online this year,” Mark Niosi, Cubmas-
ter of Pack 57, said, “but with some ingenuity, 
technology and the gracious of a business owner 
in town, Scouts got to see their cars compete.”

Every year, Cub Scouts all over the country 
are given a block of wood, four wheels and 
axels and are told to be as creative as they want 
to make their car. Cars this year included a 
Wonder Woman car, a LEGO Ninjao car, Taco 
car, and various other designs, colors and even 
cars with 3-D printed parts.

“I liked how some cars were aerodynamic,” 
said Brody Buckley. “I enjoyed working on my 
car with my dad.” 

The technology in use was designed and con-
figured by the Cub Scout leadership team, using 
open source software and instant replay; Scouts 

thought it was really cool. 
“I like the different car designs and instant 

video replays,” said Ethan Mortimer. “I like 
building with my dad.” 

In between heats, the leadership team had 
commentary on prior races, history segments 
and jokes.

“The funny jokes, Q&As, and instant vid-
eo replays of each race were awesome” said 
Brayden Pisani.

 “The best part was helping my dad in the pit 
crew and cheering my friends on,” said Alexan-
der Scanlon.

Chris Meacham, owner of Now IT Works and 
father to a Cub Scout, was ecstatic to offer up 
the space. “When I heard that the race would 
go virtual this year, my office – which has been 
empty since March – was the perfect place.” 
Meacham said. Cub Scout Pack 57 would like 
to thank Now IT Works and the Meacham fam-
ily for hosting the event, and their generosity 
for setting up state-of-the-art streaming abilities 
to enable our live TV on event day.

Now IT Works is an IT services company 
working with businesses all over Connecticut 
manage their people, process and technology. 
For more information, visit www.nowitworks.
com

For more information about joining Cub 
Scouts, visit www.pack57easthampton.com. 
Cub Scout Pack 57 is chartered through East 
Hampton Congregational Church.

VFW Drive-Thru 
Dinner

On Saturday, Feb. 13, VFW Fowler-
Dix-Park Post 5095’s Auxiliary is having 
a drive-thru dinner. Advanced orders only; 
dinners are $15 each. Reservations are due 
Feb. 6. 

On Feb. 13, from 4-6 p.m., people can 
pick up their reserved dinners at the VFW, 
located at 20 N. Maple St. Dinners are a 
stuffed chicken breast, “smashed” pota-
toes, gravy, carrots and a roll.

For reservations, call the post at 860-
267-8837 after 3 p.m.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

continues to be closed, although staff is avail-
able via phone (860-267-4426) and email (se-
niorcenter@easthamptonct.gov) through nor-
mal business hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For the lat-
est information, visit www.easthamptonct.gov/
east-hampton-senior-center. 

Schedules and programs have changed sig-
nificantly. The center is developing virtual 
meetings and programming for those with inter-
net access. In addition, the center has expanded 
its email newsletter and continues to mail out 
monthly newsletters. If not receiving either, call 
the center to receive a copy. 

Online Program Registration: All program 
registration is now at MyActiveCenter.com. 
You will need your key-swipe tag number that 
you scan when you visit the center, as well as 
the phone number and email you used when 
originally registering at the senior center. Once 
registered for MyActiveCenter, you’ll only 
need your email and password to get back in. 
Call the senior center for assistance.

Virtual Lunch Bunch: Every other Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. for an hour, via Zoom. Next date 
is Feb. 8, with special guest Hardy Hemphill, 

whose resume includes touring, recording and 
composing music. Register online. 

Creative Crafts: Wednesday, Feb. 24, 1 
p.m., via Zoom. Learn to make a butterfly pin. 
Register online.

Weekly Virtual Events: Register online via 
MyActiveCenter.com. Schedule: Bingo: Tues-
days at 1 p.m.; Writing Our Lives to Open Our 
Hearts: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Register 
online. 

Seated Yoga via Zoom: Wednesdays at 10 
a.m. through March 10. Fee is $20 for the ses-
sion (which started Jan. 6). Register online. 
Mail payment to East Hampton Senior Center; 
make check payable to the Town of East Hamp-
ton.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. If in-
terested or for more information, including how 
to arrange payment, call 860-267-4426 or email 
jewing@easthampton.gov. 

Pen Pals: The center will match you with a 
pal who you can write to, back and forth. It may 
be a senior center friend or someone from the 
community. The center will supply all you need 
to participate. Call the center to sign up or for 
more information.

East Hampton
‘Big Easy’ Raffle 

East Hampton Rotary Club is raffling off a 
Golden Ticket for the Big E – which will allow 
the winner lifetime admission to the popular fall 
fair.

The Rotary is selling 3,000 raffle tickets for 
$10 each. Grand prize is a Big E Golden Ticket 
– lifetime entry privileges for The Big E for the 
winner and one guest for every day of the fair. 
Parking is included. 

Second prize: Four one-day tickets to the 
Big E. Third prize: $50 gift card for Thorncrest 
Farm in Goshen.

The drawing will be Saturday, May 8, at 
Sears Park. The drawing will be livestreamed 
on easthamptonct.rotary7980gives.org/golden-
ticket and the East Hampton Connecticut Ro-
tary Club Facebook page. 

For tickets, visit www.easthamptonrotary.org 
or contact any East Hampton Rotarian.

Congregational
Church News

Due to the number of COVID-19 cases in 
Connecticut, The Congregational Church of 
East Hampton, UCC, is holding all services 
via Zoom. Current and past services can be ac-
cessed at www.cc-eh.org. All are welcome.

The Teen Youth Group will resume its month-
ly meeting Friday, Feb. 26, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Students in grades 6-12 are welcome.

For more information, visit the church web-
site or call 860-267-4959 during office hours, 
Tuesday-Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. In case of 
pastoral emergencies, the Rev. Jim Latimer can 
be reached at 610-568-2480.

Belltown Garden
Club to Meet

The Belltown Garden Club will offer a vir-
tual Zoom meeting on “Successful  Vegetable 
Seeding” Monday, Feb. 15, at 7 p.m.

 Sandy Merrill from N.E. Seed Co. will pres-
ent. All are invited. Call Kathy to sign up at 
860-575-0077.

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Haddam 
Rd (mailing address: P.O. Box 81) Middle Had-
dam, will not hold regular Sunday services until 
further notice. Services will be conducted each 
Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church School at 11 
a.m. Both services are available on Zoom.

The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge, 
the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard oversesdes Chil-
dren’s Ministry, and Martha Alimi is the music 
director.

For more information or if in need of pastoral 
assistance, call the church at 860-267-0287 or 
visit www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

During the pandemic, the Bethlehem Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church congregation has not 
held services in its church but instead holds 
them via Zoom. All are welcome; Zoom infor-
mation can be found at www.facebook.com/
BethlehemEH.

Services begin every Sunday morning at 
10:15 a.m., with fellowship following. Com-
munion blessings are held; participation only 
requires a piece of bread. 
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HealtH CaRe

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

860-798-0369
info@AtwoodDementiaGroup.com

    AtwoodDementiaGroup.com

With 30 years of personal and professional experience in the field of 
dementia care, Atwood Dementia Group offers a range of services 
from activities, brain health and cognitive strengths assessments to 

determining stage of dementia and caregiver coaching.
HOME VISITATIONS • SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS • TRAINING SEMINARS
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Dr. Steven Rafalowsky
Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Regular Meeting at 7 pm on February 8, 2021 via 
Zoom meeting (see Town website for details) to consider the 
following:
    • Application ZBA-21-001:  Brian Galovich, 35 Highland 
Terrace, to increase the lot coverage from previously ap-
proved 13% to 17% to construct an 18’x36’ IG pool with 650 
sq. ft. concrete decking around and a 20’x30’ pool house.  
Map 18/Block 44/Lot 78-28.
    • Application ZBA-21-002:  Ursula Mascaro, 49 Wangonk 
Trail, to reduce the north side setback from 15’ to 4.47’ and 
the south side setback from 15’ to 6.91’ to construct a second 
story addition and a 40 sq. ft. second deck.  Map 9A/Block 
70C/Lot 39
    • Application ZBA-21-003:  Nancy, Donald Jr., Robert and 
Sue Briere, 91-93 Lake Drive, Subdivide property for Lot 
A and B: reduce min lot area for Lot A from 20,000 SF to 
12,029 SF, reduce lot width for Lot A from 125’ to 112.70’, in-
crease lot coverage for Lot A from 20% to 23.8% and 28.2% 
for Lot B, reduce front setback for Lot A from 25’ to 19.6’ and 
reduce the side setbacks for both lots from 25’ to 3.8’.  Map 
25/Block 64/Lot 56
Matthew Walton, Chairman 2TB 1/29, 2/5

IMMATURE SWALLOW
 While most parents are certainly aware of the potential that thumb-sucking has to make 
their children candidates for orthodontic treatment, fewer are aware of the potential of 
“tongue thrusting” to disrupt tooth alignment. While a normal swallow involves placement of 
the tongue on the roof of the mouth, tongue thrusting is described by a swallowing mechanism 
that pushes the tongue forward against the front teeth. As a result of this abnormal exertion 
of pressure, the top front teeth are pushed forward to create a gap between them and the 
opposing teeth. Most children outgrow tongue thrust swallowing no later than by age six. If 
not, the dentist can introduce treatment that helps to break the habit. 
 One way to keep early actions from becoming future problems is to turn to professional 
help. We present this column in the hopes of educating the general public about the benefits 
of keeping on top of your oral health. If we can help, either by answering questions or by 
providing quality, compassionate dental care, please call us. Offering all the dental services 
you and your family require makes our office the ideal place to achieve optimum oral health.
 P.S. Children exhibit a tongue-thrust pattern from birth because it is an infantile 
swallowing pattern, but they generally develop the mature pattern of swallowing by age four.
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George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com
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Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com
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Virtual Night to Shine

Scholarship Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. There 
are five $1,000 scholarships given, one each in 
East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, East Had-
dam and the RHAM school district. 

There are no restrictions or qualifications; all 
local seniors can apply. For applications, visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your 
school’s guidance counselor. Deadline is April 1.

 Grace Montovani was chosen the win-
ner of the Peace Poster Contest sponsored 
by East Hampton Lions, following a vote 
in November outside Stop & Shop.

Winner Selected for Peace Poster Contest
Grace Montovani was chosen the winner of 

the Peace Poster Contest sponsored by East 
Hampton Lions, following a vote in November 
outside Stop & Shop.

 For over three decades, Lions clubs around 
the globe, including in East Hampton, have 
been sponsoring an art contest for kids age 
11-13. Creating peace posters gives children 
everywhere the chance to express their visions 
of peace. This year’s theme was “Peace Thru 
Service.” Under the direction of East Hampton 
Middle School art teacher Carl Pastor, approxi-
mately 70 students participated. 

The Lions reviewed the posters and chose 
what they felt were the top eight. On a Saturday 
morning in November they displayed the post-
ers outside of Stop & Shop asking the custom-
ers to vote for what they felt was the top poster. 
Approximately 150 customers voted – and 
Grace’s poster was the winner. Second place 
went to Maris Shellenberger and third place to 
Chris Hotchkiss. 

For winning, Grace’s poster went on to the 
district level of the competition; however, that 
competition was won by an East Haddam stu-
dent.

Hope Church will again serve as a host of 
Night to Shine 2021, sponsored by the Tim 
Tebow Foundation – though this year there are 
some changes, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

This prom night experience celebrates peo-
ple with special needs and will be held by host 
churches around the world simultaneously on 
Friday, Feb. 12, through a ‘Shine Thru’ drive-
thru event followed by an online event later in 
the evening.

This virtual event will be complete with all 
of the prom elements, as every guest will get 
to enjoy music, dancing, prom favors, and mes-
sages from special guests – all leading up to 
the moment when each guest is crowned king 
or queen of the prom. Guests will drive through 

Hope Church parking lot beginning at 4 p.m. 
on Feb. 12 to pick up their prom kits and visit 
prom stations from their car to get ready for the 
big night at home. All volunteers will be wear-
ing masks and following guidelines for safety. 

For more information and to register, visit 
cthope.com/nts. And for more information on 
the worldwide movement of Night to Shine, 
visit www.timtebowfoundation.org.

President’s List
Michael Nevico, a communication major 

from East Hampton, made the fall 2020 Presi-
dent’s List at Coastal Carolina University in 
Conway, S.C. The list is for students with a 4.0 
GPA.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Alyssa Marchi, Kel-

ley Williams and Emma Wolfram made the fall 
2020 Dean’s List at Endicott College in Bev-
erly, Mass.

Marchi is a nursing major and the daughter of 
Nancy and Drew Marchi; Williams is a nursing 
major and the daughter of Patricia and Thomas 
Williams; and Wolfram is an interior architec-
ture major and daughter of Deborah and Daniel 
Wolfram.

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands, a ministry of Cornerstone Bi-

ble Church, is open the first and third Saturdays 
of each month. The ministry offers free gently-
used clothing, household items, books, linens 
and more to community members in need. 

Due to COVID-19, all must sign up for a time 
slot and wear a mask when entering. To regis-
ter for a time slot, call 860-918-0784 or email 
jholm225@sbcglobal.net, on the Sunday before 
the open Saturday.

Helping Hands will accept donations only on 
the first and third Saturday of each month.

Dean’s List
Ardyn Lezak of East Hampton made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Springfield College in 
Springfield, Mass.

Lezak has a primary major of criminal jus-
tice.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Zachary Porter, a 

member of the Class of 2024, and Joshua Kear-
ney, a member of the Class of 2022, each made 
the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Bryant University in 
Smithfield, R.I.

This winter, take comfort in our care.
The right respite care makes all the difference.
Introduce your loved one to a community that feels like home, 
knowing they’ll be comfortable and engaged. Trust Benchmark to 
care for and connect with your loved one, no matter how long they 
stay with us. Our short-term respite care* is perfect for seniors who 
need a little extra help this season.

Schedule an Assisted Living or 
Mind & Memory Care tour today! 
Call 860-579-1073 or visit 
VillageAtSouthFarms.com
*Please check with the community for any 
residency requirements.

645 Saybrook Road, Middletown
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Marlborough 
FaMily Dental

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD

Visit us at:
www.marlboroughfamilydental.com

Offering the best in cosmetic 
and family dentistry.

New PatieNts welcome!

14 Jones Hollow Road
Suite 15

Marlborough

(860) 295-8132
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

Hours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
For Men, WoMen And CHildren

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
Services By Appointments Only
— including same-day appointments —
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Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447
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Kristee at Good Hair Day
offering haircuts for men and boys

Book online at
www.kristeeatgoodhairday.com

or call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

Men’s cut $19 Military, First 
Responders

& Seniors $16Kids $16
14 & under LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the 
following public hearing on Wednesday, February 10, 2020 
at 7:00 P.M. via teleconference.
Teleconference Number 877 - 304 - 9269 / Access Code 
423694#
APPLICATION #ZBA-8-20 - Gordon Sime (Applicant/
Property Owner) Pettengill Vacant Lot located between 40 
Pettengill Road & 39 Washington Road - is seeking vari-
ance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article 
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three 
A.5 Reduction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, 
Article Three A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 
a Front Yard Setback, in order to construct a single family 
house with a Front Yard Setback of 32 feet where 50 feet 
is required.
APPLICATION #ZBA-1-21 - Bill Lardi & Amy Traversa 
(Applicant/Property Owner) 153 Saner Rd - is seeking vari-
ance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article 
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 
Reduction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article 
Three A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a Front 
Yard Setback, in order to construct a deck with a Front Yard 
Setback of 34 feet where 50 feet is required, to construct a 
front door landing area with Front Yard Setback of 28 feet 
where 50 feet is required, and to construct breezeway with 
a Front Yard Setback of 45 feet where 50 feet is required.
Interested parties can review the application materials on 
the Town of Marlborough Website marlboroughct.net then 
go to meetings & agendas click on Agendas then go to 
Zoning Board of Appeals. Written testimony should be sent 
at least 24 hours ahead of the public hearing date to build-
ing@marlboroughct.net<mailto:building@marlboroughct.
net>, and oral testimony may be given during the public 
hearing.

2TB 1/29, 2/5

Superintendent Proposed $7.80M School Budget 
By Karla Santos 

Superintendent of Schools David Sklarz 
wants to spend $7.80 million in 2021-22 to 
run Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary 
School, but also has a supplemental request in 
case the pandemic is still ongoing.

The proposed spending plan represents a 
2.79% or $211,923 increase from the current 
year. 

Sklarz presented the 2021-22 proposed bud-
get to the Board of Education last week and 
said salaries and benefits account for a big part, 
83.5%, of the spending proposal. 

“This is a basic needs budget,” Sklarz said. 
“This isn’t the traditional one. This is not the 
one that adds a lot in terms of thinking down 
the road and post-COVID. But we do need to 
make sure that this is the minimum that we need 
to provide.” 

If approved, the school would have an addi-
tional teacher at a $78,075 cost, 1% of the $7.80 
million total budget. 

Salaries, benefits, electricity, sewer, water, 
student transportation, magnet school tuition, 
diesel, gasoline, propane and heating oil repre-
sent 91.2% of the total budget, Sklarz said.

Salaries for office and technology support, 
paraprofessionals, nurses, custodians and oc-
cupational and physical therapists account for 

$1.20 million of the proposed budget, a 10.64% 
increase from current spending. 

Employee benefits account for $1.16 million 
of the proposed budget, a 4.90% increase from 
the current budget. 

The average budget increase in the past six 
years at Marlborough Elementary has been 
0.91%. Last year’s increase was of 2.5%; the 
previous year it was 1.55%; in 2018-19 it was 
0.10%; 2017-18 saw a 0.89% increase; and a in 
2016-17, there was a decrease of 2.34%. 

The class size average at Marlborough El-
ementary is of 18.3 students.  

During the presentation, Sklarz took the time 
to mention some of the highlights that make 
the school an investment. He said there was 
“outstanding parent satisfaction” demonstrated 
in the school climate survey. He also said the 
school has an “award-winning” art program and 
“state-of-the-art library, media center, commu-
nity room, gymnasium, music and arts room.”   

Sklarz also spoke highly of the special educa-
tion program at the school and said how “proud” 
he is of being able to offer it to the students. 

“Our special needs program is second to 
none,” he said. 

In addition, Sklarz acknowledged the efforts 
to keep the school open full time throughout 

the pandemic. He said smaller class sizes en-
sure social distancing. Children and staff have 
been provided with face coverings, students 
have been receiving free breakfast and lunch 
and were given a laptop or chrome book. Com-
munications between educators and families 
have increased, a new math program has been 
implemented and more. 

Supplemental COVID-19 Budget
Sklarz also presented a supplemental COV-

ID-19 budget for expenses that might be needed 
if the pandemic continues through the 2021-22 
school year. 

In the current year, Marlborough Elementary 
spent $467,444 in different funding sources, 
including grants, to open the school under CO-
VID-19 protocols.  

For next year, Sklarz projects spending 
$232,894 on COVID-19 related expenses. 

Whether the school will need all of that will 
depend what reopening looks like in the fall. 

The superintendent anticipates spending 
$136,952 for additional teachers, $45,042 for 
para-educators, $31,851 for transportation, 
$4,049 for educational supplies, $5,000 for 
health supplies and $10,000 for cleaning sup-
plies. 

In the current year, because of the unexpected 
pandemic, the school spent $118,695 on teach-
ers; $71,525 on para-educators; $76,448 on 
transportation; $15,783 on educational sup-
plies; $11,444 on health supplies; $14,174 on 
cleaning supplies; and $130,585 on one-time 
supplies, he said. 

“At this time everyone is working really hard 
to secure funding to help schools maintain the 
COVID protocols that have been outlined by 
the Department of Health and the Department 
of Education,” Kim Kelley, assistant principal 
at Marlborough Elementary, said. 

While some pandemic-related funding sourc-
es have been received for the current year, Kel-
ley said that is not the case for all the expenses. 

The superintendent listed projected funding 

sources for the 2021-22 COVID-19 budget, 
which he said might needed as the pandemic 
continues. 

While administrators are hopeful expenses 
will be reimbursed, they are not 100% sure they 
will get it all back. 

“None of that money is guaranteed at this 
point and time,” School Principal Dan White 
said. “And whether it comes in or not will drive 
some of what we are able to do.” 

Most of the funding sources are grants, but 
there are also different revenue sources, in-
cluding the Board of Education General Fund 
Reallocation, the Marlborough Elementary 
Child Care Association (MECCA) Realloca-
tion and the Food Service Fund, White said. He 
described MECCA Reallocation as money the 
school gets from renting space to the MECCA 
program and said the Food Service Fund is 
money that was used for carts to bring lunches 
to classrooms. 

 “We would hope that all the schools get the 
support they need at this point to try and stay 
open,” Kelley said. 

White said if the district doesn’t get all 
the needed funds, it would not be able to do 
some things that educators would want to do. 
He said the supplemental budget could defray 
some additional costs. 

“If we are still in a situation where there’s so-
cial distancing and students are wearing masks 
and we are trying to keep small class sizes, we 
would need more teachers,” White said. “If ev-
erything goes well and school opens as every 
year except for this year, then we wouldn’t need 
the extra teachers.” 

On Feb. 25, the board is scheduled to adopt 
the budget and on March 1 it will be submitted 
to the Board of Finance. During the month of 
March, the finance board will review and adopt 
the board and town budgets and on April 19, the 
town will hold a public hearing on the budgets. 

The town will have a referendum on the bud-
gets sometime in May.

Budget Breakdown
By Karla Santos 

Here’s a breakdown of Superintendent of 
Schools David Sklarz’s 2021-22 $7.80 mil-
lion budget proposal for Elmer Thienes-Mary 
Hall Elementary School, a 2.79% or $211,923 
increase:

Contractual salaries for administrators, 
teachers and other support activities account 
for $4.15 million of the total – a 1.74% in-
crease from the current year. 

Salaries for office and technology support, 
paraprofessionals, nurses, custodians and oc-
cupational and physical therapists account 
for $1.20 million of the proposed budget, a 
10.64% increase from current spending. 

Employee benefits account for $1.16 mil-
lion, a 4.90% increase from the current bud-
get. 

Sklarz said the increase in health insurance 
rates is 3.2% lower than the five-year average 
rate of 4.3%. 

Purchased professional services, such as 
consultants from Andover, Hebron and Marl-

borough (AHM) Youth Services, and legal and 
audit fees account for $145,956, a 14.12% de-
crease from the current budget. 

Electricity, sewer fees, and contracts for 
facility maintenance account for $300,606 of 
the proposed budget, a 4.93% increase from 
the current budget. 

The bus contract, liability insurance, mag-
net school tuition, phone, email and postage 
account for $595,822 of the proposed budget, 
a 3.11% decrease from the current budget. 

Curriculum, custodial and office supplies, 
textbooks, heating oil, and diesel or gasoline 
account for $222,150 of the proposed budget, 
which is the same amount as the current bud-
get. 

Furniture and equipment account for 
$11,600 of the proposed budget, a zero in-
crease from the current budget. 

Membership fees, meetings and conferenc-
es account for $15,845 of the proposed budget 
and represent no increase. 

Historical Society News
Marlborough Historical Society has an-

nounced the following pieces of news: 
Architectural Surveys: The society is con-

ducting surveys of historic structures in town. 
For more information, email mhs@marlbor-
oughhistory.org or write to the society at P.O. 
Box 351, Marlborough, CT 06447.

2021 Calendars Available: Purchase at 
www.marlboroughhistory.org or by mail at 17 
School Drive. Cost is $18. 

Reflections Into Marlborough’s History: 
This town history book is available for pur-

chase. Cost is $50. More information is at www.
marlboroughhistory.org.

Lost in History: The historical society is 
looking for any photographs of South School. 
The school was located close to where the exit 
15 off-ramp is now. It was standing in the 1930s 
but abandoned. People are asked to contact the 
society if they have any photographs that may 
depict this school.

Donations and Proceeds: Marlborough 
Historical Society is a nonprofit organization. 
To make a tax-deductible donation, visit www.
marlboroughhistory.org or mail to Marlborough 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, 
CT 06447. All proceeds from sales of calendars 
and the Reflections book go to support the so-
ciety.
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
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Your Medicare Solution Specialist!

Servicing & Assisting Seniors
for over 25 years

Turning 65?
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Us Today!
7 Dickinson Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350
www.medicareinfo-ct.com

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE2-5-21

Delicious Lunch 
Specials Daily!

Spinach Potato & Cheese
Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese

with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Valentine Cookies & Cupcakes

Serving BreakfaSt, lunch & dinner

Stuffed Bread & Wings 
for the “Big Game”!

Stop in 
today!

Richmond Library News & Notes
The Richmond Memorial Library building, 

located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but 
there are many services still being offered. For 
more information, call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Library2Go Curbside Pickup: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Hoopla Bonus Borrows Return: Hoopla 
Bonus Borrows have returned for February. 
Hundreds of titles are available at no cost to 
your borrowing limit. 

Art of the Holocaust: The library will be 
partnering with the Holocaust Museum of 
Houston in Texas for an Art of the Holocaust 
program on Monday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m., on 
Zoom. Through the analysis and interpretation 
of artwork created by Jewish artists in ghettos 
and in concentration camps, program attend-
ees will learn about the role of artwork during 
times of injustice and how these visual voices 
shed light on the personal experiences of Jew-
ish men, women, and children throughout the 
Holocaust. Email the library to register. 

Healthy Eating on a Budget: Thursday, 
Feb. 18, 7 p.m., via Zoom. Catalina Quesada 
from Population Health, a program through 
UConn Health, will share tips and tricks to eat-
ing healthier while making the most of your 

money in this 30-minute program. This pro-
gram is funded by the SNAP ED program but is 
open to everyone. Email the library to register.

Library2Go Teen Take & Make: Washi 
Tape Valentine: Pre-teens and teens (recom-
mended for ages 11 and up) can pick up a Li-
brary2Go Teen Take & Make Kit with instruc-
tions and materials to make Valentine’s Day 
cards with Washi tape. Available while supplies 
last.

Winter Storytimes: Children ages 2-3 can 
meet virtually at 10 a.m. Mondays, Feb. 8 and 
22, March 8 and 22, and April 12. Children ages 
3-5 can meet virtually at 10 a.m. Fridays, Feb. 
12 and 26, March 12 and 26, and April 9. Email 
richmondprograms@gmail.com to register.

CreativeBug Now Has STEAM Videos 
for Families: The arts and crafts resource 
CreativeBug has been adding new video tuto-
rials for children and teens that teach science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math. One of 
the more recently-added programs is STEAM: 
Make a Sea Monkey Habitat with instructor and 
scientist Jamie Hudson. CreativeBug’s tutorials 
provide a list of materials that can be printed 
prior to watching the video. Due to the licens-
ing agreement, CreativeBug is only available to 
Richmond Memorial Library cardholders. 

Congregational Church News
The Sunday worship service at Marlborough 

Congregational Church is livestreamed every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. through the church website, 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org, and follows the usual 
order of Sunday worship. 

Regular participants include church pastor 
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski, 
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians 
and participants from the church and commu-
nity. A Message for the Children by Christian 
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson 
is given immediately following the worship ser-
vice. 

Sunday services are recorded and available 
for viewing on the church website later that 

same day. All previous worship services can be 
viewed through the webpage.

Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church 
office at 860-295-9050.

All students in grades 5-7 are invited to Ju-
nior Youth Group. For more information, con-
tact Gwen Lawson at gwendolynn78@yahoo.
com.

Amazon Smile donates .5% of purchases 
back to the church when you sign in using 
smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1038392. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning 
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New 
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Holiday Closings
The offices of the Marlborough Town 

Hall, Public Works Department and Senior 
Center will be closed Monday, Feb. 15, for 
the Presidents Day holiday.

Arts Center
Preparing for Tag Sale

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 
Main St., is planning its annual tag sale for as 
soon as COVID-19 restrictions will allow. In 
preparation, donations of household goods and 
other tag sale items will be accepted in Febru-
ary, on Tuesdays from 6-7 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon. 

No books, TVs, or clothing will be accepted.
Donations may be left at the lower level of 

the center, next to the door.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203. Parks and Rec. advises people not to wait 
until the last minute to register, as the program 
may be canceled if minimum registration is not 
fulfilled by a certain date. Also, all in-person 
classes are subject to change to virtual pro-
grams, based on state regulations.  

Youth Program: Kids Private Virtual Sew-

ing: Days, nights and weekends are available. 
Fee is $48 for a 90-minute session.

Adult Programs: Private Virtual Sewing: 
Days, nights and weekends are available. Fee is 
$48 for a 90-minute session.

Barre/Pilates: Mondays through Feb. 22, 
5:30-6:15 p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee 
is $15/week to drop in.

Yoga: Mondays through Feb. 22, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Class instruction is virtual. Fee is $15/
week to drop in.

Honored for 50 Years
Frances L. Terase of 

Marlborough was re-
cently recognized for 
50 years of service at 
Manchester Memorial 
Hospital, which is part 
of Eastern Connecticut 
Health Network. 

Terease worked in the 
laboratory as a medical 
technologist in the de-
partments of hematol-
ogy, chemistry, micro-
biology, blood banking, and processing.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary 
School in Marlborough will accept registration 
packets for kindergarten students for the 2021-
22 school year Wednesday, March 3, from 9-11 
a.m., 1-2 p.m., and 5-6:30 p.m.; and Thursday, 
March 4, from 9-11 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.

Due to current COVID-19 protocol, all com-
pleted kindergarten packets should be dropped 
off at the school’s main office, located at 25 
School Drive. 

Children are eligible for kindergarten if they 
will be 5 years old by Jan. 1, 2022. Registration 
packets have been sent home to prospective kin-
dergarteners. If you have an eligible child and 
have not received a registration packet, please 
contact the school office at 860-295-6220. 

If you receive a registration packet and do not 
plan to enroll your child, you are asked to notify 
the school as soon as possible.

New Collection
at Arts Center

Marlborough Arts Center has received 
a large collection of many of the works of 
artist Jacob Pell, a former Marlborough resi-
dent. 

Pell was born in 1898 in Ukraine, and af-
ter immigrating to the U.S. began his artistic 
career in New York City, working there from 
1913 through 1931. His second phase, from 
1931-1955, was as resident in Marlborough, 
from where he then studied in Paris and was 
later a muralist for the WPA.

Cardboard Cutouts
at Church

A community-wide fundraiser is being spon-
sored by Marlborough Congregational Church 
– parishioners in the form of cardboard cutouts.

Worship services are livestreamed Sundays at 
10 a.m. through mcc.marlcongchurch.org with 
only church pastor the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, or-
ganist Dave Mulligan, and a technical staff in 
attendance. So that Faulhaber won’t need to 
preach to an almost empty sanctuary, there are 
plans to have “Pew People” fill the seats using 
professionally-made life-size photo cardboard 
cut-outs.

All ages are welcome to participate, includ-
ing church and family members, friends, people 
from the community and beyond. There is a $50 
minimum donation per cutout. 

For details, contact the church office at of-
fice@marlcongchurch.org or 860-295-9050. 

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Nicholas Cannata, 

Nicole Genga and Lydia Smith made the fall 
2020 Dean’s List at Endicott College in Bev-
erly, Mass.

Cannata is an engineering major and son of 
Erin and Steven Cannata; Genga is a marketing 
major and daughter of Sherry and Jason Genga; 
and Smith is a liberal studies/education major 
and daughter of Dana Smith and Christopher 
Smith.

Frances L. Terase

Dean’s List
Caroline Meyer of Marlborough made the 

fall 2020 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.
Dean’s List

Marlborough resident Rebecca Lapoint made 
the fall 2020 Dean’s List at Connecticut College 
in New London.

Lapoint, a member of the Class of 2021 
studying a student-designed interdisciplinary, 
made High Honors.

***
Nicholas Walter Hale of Marlborough made 

the fall 2020 Dean’s List at the Wentworth In-
stitute of Technology in Boston. 

***
Kyle Houston of Marlborough made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Dean College in Franklin, 
Mass.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-5783
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”
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EHL Kitchens
860.633.4637

Visit our
Glastonbury
Showroom

110 Commerce Street www.EHLKitchens.com

Kitchen • Bath • Closets
Mudroom • Office • Basement

Affordable Cabinets For Every Room

Design & 
service

Design & 
service

Design & 
service

Design & 
service

Legal Notice
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses

Commission 
The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission of the 
Town of Andover at their special meeting held on January 
26th, 2021 approved the following applications:
IWWC 20-34: Joseph Theroux (Agent) on behalf of Ronald 
and Joan Churney (Property Owners), 110 Cone Rd (Ando-
ver, CT), application for two temporary wetlands crossings 
for a timber harvest.
IWWC 20-35: Kevin and Catherine Shea, 436 Lake Rd 
(Andover, CT), Permit application to construct an approx. 
2,200 sq ft house within the 200’ Andover Lake Upland 
Review Area.

1TB 2/5

Marlborough
Christopher Oborski

It is with great pain 
and heavy hearts that we 
as loving parents, Ste-
ven Oborski and Debo-
rah Pennington Oborski, 
of South Manchester, 
announce the death of 
Christopher Pennington 
Oborski on Saturday, 
Jan. 9. Chris was our first 
born, a Christmas baby 
born 42 years ago. Deb-
bie went into labor on Christmas Day and Chris 
arrived the following morning. 

“Mr. Christopher,” a beautiful baby boy, a 
happy child loving the outdoors, growing up 
enjoying life. He loved collecting his “Richy 
Rocks,” his glittering rocks saved from the 
yard. He loved riding his BMX bike, sledding, 
or boogie boarding at Welles Beach, Maine, 
during our summer vacations. It seems like 
yesterday when he was our baby. Later in life, 
Chris became a skilled piano player and musi-
cian, composing and playing his own music on 
the piano or keyboard. His talents were recog-
nized, winning the School Music Award. 

Chris also became our go-to guy for comput-
er advice and repairs. He was skilled enough for 
a computer built from collected parts. Chris was 
so mechanically inclined and skilled, not only 
to repair cars, but the ability to swap engines on 
his own in our driveway in the middle of winter. 
Along life’s path Christopher attended RHAM 
High and SNERGY Alternative High School, 
receiving dual diplomas, graduating with hon-
ors with the music award and computer award. 
Chris went on to attend Northern Maine Techni-
cal College and State of New York University at 
Delhi, N.Y. He later worked as a veterinarian 
assistant and also for the State of Connecticut 
DEEP in Franklin and Marlborough.

Chris will always be remembered to those 
who knew and loved him as a respectful and 
kind person. We wish Chris peace in his new 
world, surrounded by his angels. 

Besides his parents, Chris leaves behind his 
beloved younger brother, Timothy Penning-
ton Oborski and Alejandra Oborski, their two 
young boys, Sebastian and Luciano. Chris also 
leaves behind many loving uncles, aunts and 
cousins, not only in Connecticut, but through-
out the U.S. in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Florida, 
Vermont, and Argentina. 

A service and life celebration are planned for 
summer/fall of 2021, when it is safe.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a dona-
tion for those in need during these very difficult 
times to the Connecticut Food Bank in Chris’s 
memory. Go to ctfoodbank.org or please con-
sider donating your time. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com. 

LET CHRIS LIVE ON IN OUR HEARTS
We can shed our tears that Chris is gone

or we can remember him as part of our lives
Our hearts can be empty because we can’t

see him or our hearts can be full for
what we shared together

We can remember Chris only that he is gone
or we can cherish his life and Let him Live on
So Let him Live on....Live on in our hearts 
 And Let him live on.... also in your hearts

Until we Meet again Chris
Your Angels will watch over you

Colchester
James Stefanowicz

James Joseph Stefano-
wicz, “Jim,” 66, of Col-
chester, passed away at 
Yale New Haven Hospital 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, after 
a sudden, brief and debili-
tating illness. His beloved 
family was by his side. 

Born March 31, 1954, 
in Hartford, he was a son 
of Lillian (DeGemmis) 
Stefanowicz and the late 
Stanley Chester Stefanowicz of Colchester. Jim 
was a lifelong resident of Colchester, attending 
school there and graduating from Bacon Acade-
my. He went on to earn a degree as an electronic 
technician, which afforded him many opportu-
nities to work in a wide variety of specialized 
communication and electronic technologies. He 
was a Jack of all trades and a master of many. 
He finished his long and successful career and 
retired in 2019. 

Jim married the love of his life, Louise 
Brown, on Nov. 10, 1979. The couple built their 
home and raised their four beautiful daughters 
(all Daddy’s girls) in their own familiar home-
town of Colchester. He loved to go on road trips 
with his family and all explore together. Spend-
ing time with his family was always his top pri-
ority and his number one joy in life.

Jim was involved with his community as a 
founding member of the Colchester Business 
Association as well as volunteering to help 
many other local groups with their endeavors. 
Jim was a gifted artist, painting beautiful sun-
sets and breathtaking scenes. He was also tal-
ented with woodworking and leather craft. A 
pastime of Jim’s was fixing cars or tinkering 
with most anything that needed fixing. 

He was always laughing and joking around. 
He never failed to make the people around him 
smile. He loved exploring and off-road driving. 
Most importantly, he will be remembered by his 
loved ones as a hardworking and fiercely devot-
ed husband and family man. He was a knight in 
shining armor, always coming to the rescue of 
those in need.

He will be greatly missed but always re-
membered with love by his wife Louise of 41 
years; his mother, Lillian; four daughters and 
their spouses, Irene (Brenden) Healy of Col-
chester, Charlene (Juan) Rodriguez of Lake 
View Terrace, Calif., Laura (Brian) Healy of 
Moodus, Frances Stefanowicz of Colches-
ter; eight grandchildren, Joshua Healy, Elijah 
Healy, Samuel Healy, Lilliana Healy, Savanna 
Healy, Emma Rodriguez, Gabriella Healy, Ni-
cole Healy; a brother, Stanley “Craig” Stefano-
wicz of Colchester; two sisters, Gloria (Larry) 
Hinton of Colchester, Nancy (Doug) Thomas of 
Republic, Mo.; and numerous extended family 
members and friends. 

The lives of those who loved Jim will never 
be the same, but they will think of him and smile 
because you cannot think of Jim and his boyish 

Portland
Judith DeBari Strickland

 Judy Strickland, 79, 
passed away peacefully 
Sunday, Jan. 31. Born in 
Portland, she was the old-
est of seven siblings born 
to Mary (McBrien) and 
Francis DeBari, where 
she was raised on the 
family dairy farm. 

She was a member of 
4-H, former member of 
the Hemlock Grange, 
Portland Fife & Drum Corps, played the saxo-
phone in the school band, and graduated from 
Portland High School. 

Judy had many jobs throughout her lifetime 
including Jarvis Airfoil, CNA, phlebotomist, 
activities director at Sunrise Resort, and a hos-
pital switchboard operator. Judy was a regis-
tered clown with the stage name of “Pickles.” 
She was all about entertaining and put on many 
magic shows at multiple venues and family 
gatherings. 

Judy wintered in Florida and then transi-
tioned there full-time for many years in Engle-
wood. She was a dog lover, especially fond 
of her most recent dog Sophia, loved arts and 
crafts, her parrot “Rosie,” gardening, karaoke, 
cooking, annual travel to Cancun, Mexico, and 
was always out for a laugh. 

She was predeceased by her mother and fa-

Marlborough
Elizabeth Ann Welch

With heavy hearts, we 
announce the passing 
Friday, Jan. 22, of our be-
loved mother, grandmoth-
er and great-grandmother, 
Elizabeth Ann Welch. 
Born Elizabeth Estabrook 
on Feb. 12, 1932, to father 
Melvin F. Estabrook and 
mother Winifred Dob-
bin Estabrook, Elizabeth 
(Betty) was predeceased 
by her husband of 55 years, Robert E. Welch, 
who passed in 2007. 

Elizabeth was born in Hartford in 1932, in 
the midst of the Great Depression. Shortly af-
ter she was born, her parents sold their belong-
ings and purchased a farm in New Brunswick, 
Canada, where they lived for five years before 
returning to Connecticut. An only child, Eliza-
beth and her parents lived in Hartford, Rocky 
Hill and Windsor throughout her childhood. 
Elizabeth graduated from Windsor’s John Fitch 
High School in 1949. Following her high school 
graduation, Elizabeth and her parents moved to 
Miami, Florida. After a year in southern Flor-
ida, and of missing her friends, Elizabeth had 
saved her money and moved back to Connecti-
cut. Shortly thereafter, her parents also returned 
to Connecticut to be closer to her. 

After returning to Connecticut, Elizabeth 
went to work in Hartford at an insurance com-
pany. One summer, she and a few of her co-
workers went on a vacation to Old Orchard 
Beach in southern Maine. On that trip to Old 
Orchard, she met her future husband, Robert 
Welch. Bob and Betty were married Oct. 4, 
1952 at St. Augustine Church in Hartford. For 
three years, they lived in Hartford and then, in 
1955, bought a house in Marlborough. 

Elizabeth raised four children as a stay-at-
home mother, and then went to work for Citi-
zens Bank in Marlborough in 1972. She also 
worked for the United States Post Office in 
Marlborough, and then for the probate court in 
East Hampton until she retired. 

Bob and Betty went to the beach in Maine 
each summer, and many of their descendants 
still visit Old Orchard Beach regularly. For their 
25th anniversary, their four children sent them 
on a cruise to Bermuda. For their 50th anniver-
sary, they traveled to Nova Scotia. For many 
years, they spent the winter months of February 
and March in Dunnellon, Fla. 

Betty enjoyed music and outdoor concerts, 
cross stitch, sewing, reading, flower gardening, 
and watching British mysteries on CPTV. Every 
day she watched Judge Judy and Jeopardy! In 
the 1960s she served as a 4-H leader. For many 
years, Bob and Betty participated in a bowling 
league, at first in East Hartford, and eventually 
at Bear Swamp Lanes in East Hampton.

Elizabeth got her wish and was able to live 
in her home until the time of her passing. As a 
family, we are blessed to know that she did not 
suffer in her final days. 

Elizabeth is survived by her four children, 
Robyn Johnson and her husband Kent Johnson 

of Colchester; Erin Fournier and her husband 
Paul Fournier of Andover; Maureen Welch of 
Norwich; and Daniel Welch and his wife Teresa 
of Clarksville, Tenn. 

In addition to her four children, she leaves 
behind nine grandchildren: Erin Fournier’s chil-
dren, Katie Hoisington and her husband Ryan 
of Andover, and Simone Fournier of Andover; 
Robyn Johnson’s children, Adam Johnson and 
his wife Taina Amaro of Manchester and Neil 
Johnson of New Britain; Maureen Welch’s chil-
dren, Brittany Behrmann of Manchester, Lau-
ren Behrmann of Philadelphia, Pa., and Clayton 
Behrmann of Wethersfield; and Daniel Welch’s 
children, Robert Welch and his wife Nicole of 
Portland and Meghan Welch of Amston.

In addition to these nine grandchildren, Betty 
was blessed to know and love 13 great-grand-
children before her passing. 

In addition, we wish to recognize the im-
mense care that was provided to Betty by Bar-
bara Fay, Laurie Kivney, Gregoria Maldonado, 
and Adelia De Jesus. We also wish to thank 
Mark Merritt and his colleagues at the Marlbor-
ough Volunteer Fire Department.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic health re-
strictions, memorial services will be private at 
this time. A public memoriam and celebration 
of Elizabeth Welch’s life will be arranged when 
safer times for gatherings of that type return. 

In lieu of flowers, we encourage individuals 
who wish to donate to Marlborough Volunteer 
Fire Department’s Roy Pettengill Ambulance 
Association or to Marlborough’s Richmond 
Memorial Library.

ther; brother, Jerry DeBari; and former hus-
band, Melvin Strickland. She is survived by 
three daughters, Michelle Stevens of Portland, 
Kim Stevens and her son Dejuan of Mississippi, 
and Lisa and husband Scott Cunningham and 
their children Joshua and Lauren of Portland; as 
well as many nieces, nephews, stepchildren and 
step grandchildren. In addition, she leaves be-
hind siblings Denise (and Alan) Kateley, Donna 
(and Jim) Fitzsimmons, Brien (and Karen) De-
Bari, Mary DeBari and Rhea DeBari. 

Private services and a celebration of her life 
will be held at the convenience of her family. 
She will be missed by all who knew and loved 
her. 

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St, Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

charm without smiling. He was taken too soon. 
We are sure he is still telling his jokes and mak-
ing God and his angels smile and laugh.

Walk-through calling hours were held 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, at the Aurora-McCarthy Fu-
neral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. 
Burial was held privately in Linwood Cemetery. 

Donations in his memory may be made to 
the Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 52 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT 
06415. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com 
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LEGALS 

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT

860-267-6639

Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday 2/13/21 at 8:00 AM
Property previously owned by:

P Brogan   G Ivanish   J Misorski
M Aiken   K Adams   J Vancott

2TB 2/5, 2/12

Detention Basin Clearing
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Bids for the Detention Basin Clearing will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town Clerk’s Office until 10:00 
AM local time on Thursday, February 25, 2021. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time. The Project 
consists of clearing all trees and woody vegetation within and around 11 detention basins.
Bids shall be on a lump sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or State CT DAS website, and may 
obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail 
Building@marlboroughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issu-
ing Office. PDF copies are available upon request after the receipt of the non-refundable fee.
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of 
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor 
Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other 
than the Issuing Office.
A pre-bid conference will be held at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at the Department of Public Works, 66 South Main 
Street, Marlborough, CT. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide Performance in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in 
the Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to 
ensure equal opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17.
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] 
days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and con-
ditions described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding 
process; and to accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
ordinances and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an 
Agreement and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a performance bond, and to the Town prior to the start of 
any work.
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received any and all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submit-
ting a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the 
best interest of the Town to do so.
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply

Town of Marlborough, Connecticut
By: Gregory J. Lowrey, First Selectman

Date: January 28, 2021
2TB 1/29, 2/5

adult thrillers, like those by Philip Roth or Pa-
tricia Cornwell, are also hot items. 

Keith estimated he put about 60 hours of 
work into this project. Every piece of the work 
is handmade, with the exception of the police 
signs. 

Keith hopes to pursue a career in carpentry 
and is actively seeking work in the field. 

Although it seems perfectly suited to the pur-
pose, Keith said his TARDIS is actually a repur-
posed Halloween prop he built years ago to be 
the centerpiece of the Vincenzo home display. 

The display was something of a full-on the-
atrical experience, with a local high schooler 
playing the Doctor. 

The Vincenzos said they don’t exactly re-

member what year they used it, guessing it was 
sometime in the mid-2010s. 

Unfortunately, a powerful windstorm dam-
aged the TARDIS, and it was left to rest in the 
basement for a little while. 

“Then we decided it was time to fix it or toss 
it,” said Aline. 

Fortunately for the town, the couple decided 
to give the TARDIS new life. Keith refurbished 
it, adding bookshelves and putting on a fresh 
coat of that iconic royal blue paint. 

The Vincenzos said they’re all set on mainte-
nance and other TARDIS tasks, but Keith said 
he’s happy to hear feedback from the town at 
keith@keithv.net. 

Colchester
Cora Anne Wright

Cora Anne Wright, 
73, of Colchester, passed 
away at home Saturday, 
Jan. 30, surrounded by her 
family. She was born June 
11, 1947, in Hartford, to 
the late Lillian and Robert 
Cormier.

Cora spent her child-
hood growing up in Hart-
ford. Her first marriage 
was to John Young Jr.; 
they lived in East Hampton and had three chil-
dren, John, Jo-Ann and Stacy. Cora was remar-
ried to S. Eugene Wright on Aug. 30, 1970; they 
had one son, Eugene D. Wright, and relocated to 
Colchester to raise all their children. She worked 
for several years at both Southern New England 
Eggs LLC, and later at Chesthelm Health and 
Rehabilitation Center as a department head. 

Cora was a devoted daughter and spent 15 
years looking after her parents when they could 
no longer care for themselves. In her spare time 
she loved going to the beach, or the pool, and 
vacationing in Jamaica. 

She will be forever loved and remembered 
by her husband, S. Eugene Wright of Colches-
ter; her son, John A. Young III and wife Ellen 
of Colchester; daughters, Jo-Ann Dilla and hus-
band Doug of Colchester and Stacy L. Gregoire 
of Colchester; her five grandchildren, Nichole, 
Marissa, Angela, Scott, Johnny, and many great 
grandchildren; her brother, Robert Cormeier and 
his friend Barbara Thomas; and numerous other 
extended family and cherished lifelong friends. 

In addition to her parents, she is predeceased 
by her son, Eugene D. Wright. 

A celebration of Cora’s life will be celebrated 
in the spring when COVID-19 restrictions are 
lifted. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made to the American Lung Associa-
tion, www.lung.org.

For online condolences, please visit www.au-
roramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

Colchester
Johanna Morgan Barnes

Johanna Morgan 
Barnes, 87, of Colchester, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

Johanna is survived by 
her two daughters; their 
husbands; two grand-
sons, and a brother: Ju-
dith Barnes and her hus-
band Alexander Oliphant 
of Colchester; Jennifer 
and Hermann Keilich of 
Windsor; Spencer Keilich 
of Farmington; Stefan Keilich of Windsor; and 
Raymond Morgan of Hudson Falls, N.Y. 

She is preceded in death by her loving hus-
band, Gerald S. Barnes of Colchester; her three 
brothers, Burton Morgan of Clinton, N.Y., 
Robert Morgan of Hampton, Va., and Walter 
Morgan of Oneida-Verona, N.Y.; and her two 
sisters: Mildred Morgan and Lucy Burns of 
Clinton, N.Y.

Johanna was born in Franklin Springs, N.Y., 
to John and Mildred (Wheeler) Morgan. She 
graduated class of 1951 from Clinton High 
School and married her high school sweetheart 
Jerry in 1956. They were happily married for 
nearly 60 years until her husband’s passing in 
2016. Prior to starting a family, she worked for 
AT&T as a supervisor. They lived in Clinton, 
Utica and Sauquoit, N.Y.; Woburn and Bur-
lington, Mass.; as well as Windsor, Moodus 
(34 years), and Colchester (for eight years with 
Judy and Alex).

She was a member of Fowler-Dix-Park Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 5095. Johanna 
hemmed veterans’ clothing and wrapped gifts 
for Judy’s “Secret Santa” Program at the Rocky 
Hill Veterans Home for over two decades.

Johanna had a gift for making everyone feel 
special with her kind eyes, loving heart and spe-
cial hugs. She was a wonderful wife, mother, 
and grandmother. She relished family gather-
ings, cooking special Sunday dinners, caring 
for others, celebrating holidays, life’s success-
es, holidays, and birthdays. She looked forward 
to her weekly hair appointments with Beverly at 
Laurie’s Creations.

Johanna was a brilliant woman with a sharp 
mind for crossword puzzles, card games, and 
Words With Friends. She was a voracious read-
er and bought books by the bags. She was a ter-
rific listener; gave insightful advice and took 
immense pride in her grandsons. 

The family would like to thank Judy, Alex, 
and Jennifer for providing 24x7 care during her 

East Hampton
Gerald J. Hasselman

Gerald (Jerry) Hasselman of Statesville N.C., 
formerly a longtime resident of East Hampton, 
passed away unexpectedly at home Thursday, 
Jan. 28. Jerry was born March 25, 1948, in St. 
John, New Brunswick, Canada, son of the late 
Arthur and Marie Hasselman. 

He leaves his wife, Nancy Hasselman; sis-
ter, Diane Higgins; sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Linda and Allen Bendas, Gail and Bill Lab-
badia, Brenda and Michael McManus, Paula 
Hasselman; and many nieces and nephews, and 
great nieces and nephews. He also leaves aunts, 
uncles and cousins, in Canada and Maine. He 
also leaves his many friends in Connecticut and 
North Carolina and extended family throughout 
the United States. 

He was predeceased by his son, Brian; his 
mother and father, Art and Marie Hasselman; 
sister, Annette; brother, Roger; father- and 
mother-in-law, Robert Varney and Yvonne 
Varney Culver; nephew, Randall Bendas; and 
brother-in-law, Fred Higgins.

Jerry loved life. One of his greatest pleasures 
was cruising or going to car shows in his 1966 
Plymouth Satellite. He’d often “get on it,” leav-
ing his presence known. Always quick to hop in 
the car when anyone called and said they were 
going for a ride. No destination was too far. He 
loved his car buddies and all those he encoun-
tered on any given day. 

He was blessed with 43+ years of marriage 
with Nancy. He bought her what was her dream 
car, a Red Mustang convertible. Together they 
relocated to Statesville, N.C., where he built his 
dream garage and a gazebo and deck addition. 
Jerry had many good friends and neighbors in 
Baymount Meadows.

He loved playing cards (especially beating 
Nancy at Rummy), bowling and being with 
family and friends. Always a teaser, he would 
leave you smiling. Leaving you “fine” as he 
would say.

Many thanks to family, friends and neighbors 
for the outpouring love, thoughts, expressions 
of sympathy and prayers extended to Nancy and 
Diane.

A celebration of Jerry’s life will be held in 
Connecticut at a later date. 

Jerry would want you to smile and laugh and 
cherish some of your happy memories of him. 
Get in your car and “get on it” as he would do.

final days.
Per Johanna’s request, services will be pri-

vate. 
In lieu of flowers, please send memorial do-

nations to VFW Auxiliary 5095; Attn: Patience 
Anderson; 20 North Maple Street; East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424. All donated monies will be used 
for the Rocky Hill Veterans Home. 

Colchester
William C. Cone

William “Bill” Charles 
Cone, 78, beloved hus-
band of Nancy Winnie 
Cone for 56 years, passed 
away suddenly Saturday, 
Jan. 30, at Oconee Me-
morial Hospital in Sen-
eca, S.C. Bill was born in 
Hartford, a son of the late 
Charles Kenney and Han-
nah Elizabeth “Lillian” 
Gill. 

He lived for several 
years in Texas and gradu-
ated from Southington (Connecticut) High 
School. His gregarious and outgoing personali-
ty perfectly suited his career as a retail manager. 
He served as a mentor to many during his time 
at Tri-Town Foods in Westchester, Portland and 
Colchester. He was the hardware manager at 
Paul’s and Sandy’s Too in East Hampton prior 
to his retirement.

A devout Catholic, Bill was an active mem-
ber of St. Andrew Catholic Church in Colches-
ter for 45 years, serving as a parish trustee and 
member of the finance committee, and was a 
regular attendee of the Men’s Retreat week-
ends. Upon arriving in Seneca, he made many 
new friends through the St. Paul Men’s Group 

and the “How to Be a Catholic Man in Today’s 
World” group at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Church. He was a member of the Connecticut 
First Company Governor’s Foot Guard, and also 
served in the Connecticut Air National Guard. 
A lifelong fisherman, he was also a proud mem-
ber of Trout Unlimited in both Connecticut and 
South Carolina.

Bill considered himself the “richest man 
alive” and his favorite moments were spent with 
his loving family. Surviving in addition to his 
wife Nancy is a large extended family who will 
miss him dearly: two sons, Bill Cone and his 
wife Linda, and Mike Cone and his wife, An-
drea; three daughters, Wendy Gilman and her 
husband Charles, Cheryl Jeffries and her hus-
band Will, and Cindy Govoni and her husband 
Jeff; brother, John Cone and his wife Donna; 
sister, Katherine Patry and her husband Daniel; 
grandchildren, Gregory and Marguerite Gil-
man, Morgan, Rileigh and Ryan Govoni, Jess 
Avizinis and her husband Ed, and Josh Reding-
er and his wife Ashley Gee-Redinger; great-
grandchildren, Aimable and Nina Avizinis; sev-
eral nieces and nephews, and a number of dear 
cousins.

In addition to his parents, Bill was prede-
ceased by a sister, Barbara Cone.

There were no strangers in Bill’s life; only 
friends he hadn’t yet met. If he wasn’t fish-
ing, he could be found in his garden, working 
in his yard or gathering the latest news from 
the neighborhood; Nancy called him the Town 
Crier. He loved tying flies, gladly sharing them 
with family and friends, and in recent years, 
selling them. His sense of humor, kindness, 
generosity, and compassion will be missed by 
all those who knew and loved him.

A funeral Mass will be held at 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 8, at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Church in Seneca, S.C. The family respectfully 
requests that all attendees wear a face covering. 
An inurnment will immediately follow in the 
St. Paul Colombarium.

In lieu of flowers, those who wish may con-
sider a donation to St. Andrew Church, Attn: Fr. 
Richard Breton, 128 Norwich Ave., Colches-
ter CT 06415 or the Capital Fund, St. Paul the 
Apostle Catholic Church, 170 Bountyland Rd., 
Seneca, SC 29672.

For online condolences, visit RobinsonFu-
neralHomes.com. 

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication

This is to give notice that, I,
BRIAN AIDA
9 GROVE ST

PORTLAND, CT 06480-1956
Have filed an application placarded 01/28/2021 with the

Department of Consumer Protection
for a RESTAURANT LIQUOR PERMIT

for the sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises at:
91 MAIN ST STE B

PORTLAND CT 06480-1825
The business will be owned by:

CONCENTRIC BREWING COMPANY LLC
Entertainment will consist of: Acoustics (not amplified),

Concerts, Disk Jockeys, Karaoke, Live Bands, Plays/Shows, Comedians,
Sporting Events, Magicians

Objections must be filed by: 03-11-2021
BRIAN AIDA

2TB 1/29, 2/5

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication

This is to give notice that, I,
BRIAN AIDA
9 GROVE ST

PORTLAND, CT 06480-1956
Have filed an application placarded 02/01/2021 with the

Department of Consumer Protection
for a MANUFACTURER LIQUOR PERMIT

for the sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises at:
91 MAIN ST STE B

PORTLAND CT 06480-1825
The business will be owned by:

CONCENTRIC BREWING COMPANY LLC
Entertainment will consist of: Acoustics (not amplified), Comedians,

Concerts, Disk Jockeys, Karaoke, Live Bands, Magicians, Patio,
Plays/Shows, Sporting Events

Objections must be filed by: 03-15-2021
CONCENTRIC BREWING COMPANY LLC

2TB 2/5, 2/12
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Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Diane Gombieski

gombieski@snet.net
860-977-4857

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

Emily Cyr

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com
860-805-0451

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Angela Aresco Vikki BrothersVanessa Aquino Kristie BenjaminPeter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey

Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Amy Howard

amyhowardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-716-5475

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Brian Mitchard

brianmitchardrealtor@gmail.com 
860-834-3204

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com 
203-667-7436

Lauren Reis

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com
413 896-3126

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Preston Roth

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com
860-662-0735

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester
www.CarlGuild.com

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Kira Coon

kiramcoon@gmail.com 
860-575-3177

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796

REAL EStAtEAdvertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and The 
Rivereast News Bulletin will make 
every effort to see that all advertis-
ing copy is correctly printed. The 
publisher assumes no liability or 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors in advertising, but 
will reprint, without charge, that part 
of an advertisement in which an error 
may occur, provided that a claim is 
made within 5 days of publication. 
The liability of the publisher on 
account of errors in or omissions 
from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge 
for the space occupied by the item 
in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher 
takes no responsibility for statements 
or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the 
name and address of the person or 
persons responsible for placing any 
display advertisement, political or 
otherwise, except for “blind” box 
ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertise-
ments which it deems unsuitable for 
its publications. Every effort will be 
made to verify the legitimacy and 
propriety of all ads for the protection 
of our readers. The Citizen will take 
requests for specific placement of 
ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen 
cannot guarantee specific placement.

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Conservation Commission at its meeting of 
February 1 2021, took the following action: 

APPLICATION CONTINUED; SITE WALK SCHEDULED 
Application #16-20 – Bill G. Jonbalaj (applicant) 21 Austin – 
HGB LLC (Property Owner) South Main Street (Between 11 
& 19 South Main Street) & Johnson Road – Special Permit – 
Village Cluster Residential Planned Development. The 
application is continued until March 1, 2021. Site walk dates 
scheduled for 2/20/21 and 2/27/21 at 10 am dependent on 
weather. 
APPLICATION CONTINUED;
Application #14-20 – Gordon Sime (applicant/property 
owner) Pettengill Vacant Lot – Construction of a single family 
house within 30’ of marked wetland area. The application is 
continued until March 1, 2021. 

Dated at Marlborough, CT this February 3, 2021.  
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Yvonne Bolton, Chair 1TB 2/5

TOWN OF ANDOVER
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTION
Zoning Board of Appeals Regular Meeting & Public Hear-
ing was held January 20, 2021.  The following action was 
taken:
ZBA Application # 21-01 - Donna Phillips and William 
Phillips, 57 Hendee Rd., aka Assessor’s Map 28/Block3/
Lot 12.  Applicant seeking relief from Section 10.5, and 
in accordance with Section 4.12.a of the Andover Zoning 
Regulations, so as to allow for the deposition of fill and 
construction of a single-family dwelling in the Flood Prone 
District.
ACTION – The Zoning Board of Appeals continued the 
public hearing on the above-referenced application to it’s 
February 17, 2021 regular meeting to be held virtually at 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom (go to www.andoverct.org  for particu-
lars).  Additional information may be obtained by emailing 
zoning@andoverct.org.
Jim Hallisey
Zoning Agent 1TB 2/5

LEGAL NOTICE EAST HAMPTON 
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS

In accordance with Section 12-110 of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, the East Hampton Board of Assessment 
Appeals will hold a public meeting by appointment only via 
Zoom virtual platform for the purpose of hearing appeals 
related to the assessment of real estate, personal property 
and motor vehicles on the Grand List of October 1, 2020 
and the Supplemental Grand List of October 1, 2019 in the 
Town of East Hampton. 
Appellants are encouraged to provide any documenta-
tion they believe support their appeal. Examples include, 
but are not limited to, real estate appraisal, bill of sale 
for real estate purchase, vehicle bill of sale and/or repair 
bills, photos showing condition of vehicle, and photo of 
odometer reading. Complete applications and supporting 
documentation must be filed in writing and received no 
later than February 19, 2021. 
Please contact the Assessor at 860- 267-2510. Applica-
tions are available in the Tax Assessor’s Office or at www.
easthamptonct.gov. 
Completed applications may be mailed to: 
Board of Assessment Appeals
Assessor’s Office
1 Community Drive
East Hampton, CT  06424 
The meeting agenda with a zoom reference number will 
be included with your appointment confirmation and will be 
emailed prior to the meeting to applicants who have filed 
applications in a timely manner.

2TB 2/5, 2/12

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

At the January 25, 2021, meeting of the Andover Planning 
& Zoning Commission the following action was taken:

Application of the Town of Andover, acting through its Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission to amend Sections 2.1, 2.2, 
7.6.,7.7., and 7.8.  In addition, the aforementioned action 
provides for the adoption of a map entitled “Andover Lake 
Protection Map” dated January 25, 2021.  The amend-
ments and adoption of the referenced map are intended 
to mitigate the detrimental effects of construction in the 
Andover Lake area so as to protect the water quality of the 
lake.  These amendments shall become effective February 
25, 2021.  For more information please e-mail Zoning@
andoverct.org.

William Jed Larson
Chairperson, Planning and Zoning Commission 1TB 2/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS
Hebron Town Office Building

A written application with the Board of Assessment Appeals 
must be filed for the purpose of receiving a hearing on an as-
sessment of Real Estate or Personal Property for the October 
1, 2020 Grand List or, on the October 1, 2019 Motor Vehicle 
Supplemental Grand List.
The written appeal must include the following:
1) The property owner’s name, the name and position of the 
person who signs the appeal application;
2) A description of the Property;
3) The name and address of the person to whom corre-
spondence is to be sent & a contact phone number or email 
address;
4) The reason for the appeal;
5) The appellant’s estimate of value;
6) The property owner’s signature and if applicable, the 
agent’s signature with proper owner(s) authorization;
7) The date of which the appeal application is signed.
All written applications to the Board of Assessment Appeals 
must be received in the Assessor’s Office no later than 
1:00 p.m. Friday February 19, 2021:

Board of Assessment Appeals
Town of Hebron, Assessor’s Office

15 Gilead Street
Hebron, Connecticut  06248

Forms are available at the Assessor’s Office or on the Town
of Hebron web site in the Assessor’s department.
Hearing Date:
Monday, March 8, 2021 7:00 pm Town Office Building
Wednesday March 10, 2021 7:00 pm 15 Gilead St.
Saturday, March 13, 2021 10:00 am Hebron CT
Please include a telephone number where the appellant can 
be contacted concerning the appeal.

Board of Assessment Appeals
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, February 5, 2021 1TB 2/5

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO DEMOLISH STRUCTURES

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
OFFICE OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

Notice is hereby made of intent to demolish one (1) structure 
at 339 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT, Assessor’s Map 
#09-00, Lot #013-000.
Information regarding the intended demolition may be obtained 
from the Office of the Building Official,
Municipal Office Complex, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, 
CT, 860-537-7285 Monday thru Friday – 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
N. Reed Gustafson
Building Official 1TB 2/5
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We need Listings!
We keep selling out!

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

79 Fernwood Drive, Colchester
Offered at $299,000

Come see this Newly updated 3 bedroom 3 bath home 
with lots of options! Upstairs has open floorplan with 
new solid oak floors in Living/Dining room with 
Remodeled kitchen and new appliances, plus sliders 
to deck overlooking large level backyard. Brand new 
main bath with double sinks and tile floor. Continue 

Open Sunday 2/7•12-2

Call us For All Your Residential & Commercial needs

with 2 good size bedrooms and a Master bedroom with new full bath with lots of upgrades! Downstairs, find 
a spacious finished family room, wood burning fireplace, wet bar, separate laundry room, bonus/office plus 
another full bath. Central air and new furnace too! All on cul-de-sac close to town and highways.
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rentals

REAL EStAtE

If anyone refused to rent to you because of 
your source of income, race, color, national 
origin, sexual orientation, gender, religion, 
marital status, age, disability or because you 
have children, you may have been the victim 
of illegal housing discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION IS 
ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401

Your
Ad

Here!
CAll us At:

860-633-4691

FOR RENT
C

IT
1-

28
-2

1

Second Floor apartment of two family 
house located at 1099 Tryon Street, 

South Glastonbury. Two bedroom with 
office, living room and dining room.

Rent is flexible between $1200-1700 
based on occupants.

Heat and electricity not included.
Lease and security deposit  required.

Call or text George at
860-918-5442

EmpLoymEnt

To Advertise in The Rivereast 
News Bulletin Call 860-633-4691

Town of Salem
Full Time Career Firefighter /

EMT / Maintainer Position
50 hr Work Week

$61,100 Annually with Benefits
Wages, hours, terms and conditions of employment 
established by the CBA between IAFF Local-3831 

and the Town of Salem Equal Opportunity Employer

Applications are being accepted for a full time 
position within the Town of Salem Emergency 
Services. Applicant must possess a High School 
Diploma or GED and hold current CT certifications 
in FF2, Hazmat Ops., EMT, CPR and AED.
Required experience: 3 years of active ambulance 
service in addition to 5 years of continuous active 
volunteer firefighter status with officer experience 
and/or 3 years of continuous employment as a 
career firefighter.
additional requirements include: Connecticut 
CDL Cl ass B license or 2Q endorsement. Current 
annual Fire Department physical and currently hold 
a valid CPAT card or complete within 6 months of 
conditional employment offering. CT certifications 
for Pump Operator, Aerial Operator, Instructor 1, 
and Officer 1 are highly desired, but not required.
Employment Application*, Resume with cover 
letter, References, and Documentation highlighting 
personal assets and qualifications for the position of 
Firefighter/ EMT/ Maintainer are required.
*Applications can be found at salemct.gov on the 
Human Resource Department page. All required 
documents can be emailed to the Human Resource 
Department: lisa.jablonski@salemct.gov
Required documents may also be dropped off in 
the drop box at entrance to Town Hall or mailed 
to: Salem Town Hall attn: emergency Service 
administrator, 270 Hartford Rd., Salem, CT 06420.

The Town of Salem is an Equal Opportunity Employer R
E
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Job Announcement for Director/Head Teacher
The First Church Nursery School is announcing an opening for its Director/Head 
Teacher. The First Church Nursery School is looking for a passionate, dedicated 
person that is qualified to serve as both the director and head teacher. The First 
Church Nursery School provides early learning experiences for three and four 
year old children. The school prides itself on its small learning environment. 
The school runs a ten month learning program over the course of three days 
per week. Currently the program will be operating part time for the 2021-2022 
school year, but can grow from there. The position is expected to begin in time 
for the 2021-2022 school year.

Program Details:
Hours of the Program: 9 to 11:30

Days of the Week for the Program: Monday - Wednesday - Friday
Length of Program: September to June

Ages of Children: Three to Four Mixed Classroom
Number of Children: Approximately 18 Children

Salary is competitive for the enrollment and hours of the program
To apply for the position, please send resume, certification(s) (or willingness
to pursue director credit requirements within one year), letter of intent, and
three letters of recommendations to: 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com

MECHANIC NEEDED FOR AUTO 
SHOP IN MIDDLETOWN under 
new ownership. ASE certification 
a plus but not required. Welding 
experience a plus. Must have your 
own tools. Immediate hire! Call 
George at 203-624-0105

GLASTONBURY PIZZA HOUSE 
NEEDS COUNTER HELP AND 
EXPERIENCED INSIDE HELP. 
Please come in to fill out an 
application, 30C Hebron Ave., 
Glastonbury. 860-368-7916  John.

PA R T  T I M E ,  R E L I A B L E 
R E C E P T I O N I S T  F O R 
G L A S T O N B U R Y  FA M I LY 
PRACTICE OFFICE. Work with 
great team in positive environment. 
E m a i l  r e s u m e :  a d m i n @
thrivecenterforhealth.com

WELDER/FABRICATOR: Custom 
Sheet Metal Fabrication, light 
structural, min 5-10 yrs exp & 
SHEET METAL MECHANICS, 
APPRENTICES & HELPERS: 
Steady work, good benefits. Call 
for interview. 860-828-3762

C N A N E E D E D  -  N u r s i n g 
home experience preferred. 
Colchester area. Must have own 
transportation, be reliable and have 
three references. 860-334-1553. 

LIQUOR STORE ASSOCIATE: need 
energetic person who can relate to 
people, handle money, lift inventory 
and place onto shelving. Honesty 
a must. References required. 860-
712-5775.

EmpLoymEnt

R
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Never chase love.
If it’s not given freely by another 

person, it’s not worth having.

GLASTONBURY SIDE-BY-
SIDE DUPLEX on nice street. 2 
bedrooms with garage. Private 
office, gas heat. $1350./month. 
Call 860-338-0023.

APARTMENT IN  HEBRON 
AVAILABLE NOW in downstairs 
of private home. $975. monthly 
including all utilities. Security 
deposit required. No pets, no 
smoking. Call/text 860-830-0887

P O R T L A N D  1 S T  F L O O R 
EFFICIENCY APT.,  refrig, stove, 
no smoking/no pets, security, credit 
check. PARKING $600./month plus 
utilities & heat.  Tel. 860-916-7482

EAST HAMPTON NEAR TOWN 
CENTER: 2BR/1BA, 2nd floor Apt. 
Completely renovated new floors, 
carpet, appliances, dishwasher, 
paint, counter tops. Washer/Dryer 
both  new & in unit. $1175./mo. + 
utilities, 1 mo. Security. No Dogs. 
860-308-4738.

TOWN OF HEBRON 
HEBRON FIRE CHIEF VACANCY

The Town of Hebron is seeking applicants for the position 
of part-time Fire Chief.  Applications from current mem-
bers of the Hebron Fire Department and qualified candi-
dates from outside the Department will be accepted.  
Applications consist of a completed standard Hebron em-
ployment application, a statement as to why the applicant 
is interested in the position and a copy of the applicant’s 
resume of all job experience including experience in the 
fire service.
 The minimum starting salary is $35,000 DOE for a 25 
hour work week.  
Completed applications should be submitted to the Town 
Manager’s Office, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, He-
bron, CT 06248 by Monday, March 1, 2021.  For further 
information please contact the Town Manager’s Office at 
(860) 228-5971 or visit www.hebronct.com.  The Town of 
Hebron is an equal opportunity employer.

1TB 2/5

Andover School District
Occupational Therapist – Part Time

The Andover School District is seeking qualified candidates 
for the position of part-time Occupational Therapist, 
or up to 15 hours/week. 
Hours will vary based on students’ needs.  
Application is available online at www.andoverelemen-
taryct.org and should be sent along with letter of intent, 
resumé, copy of CT certification, transcripts and 3 letters of 
reference to:

Andover Elementary School
35 School Road

Andover, CT  06232
ATTN: Holly Maiorano, Special Education Director

[Or send via email to:  
maioranoh@andoverelementaryct.org]

6TB 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26
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232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!
Call today to find out your

home value – you may be surprised!

A RARE FIND!

1006 Canterbury Lane – The townhouses 
at Highland Farms association don’t last 
and for a good reason. Location, location, 
location! Recent updates make this condo 
a steal –– updated kitchen, fresh paint, and 

COLCHESTER $199,900

Call Scott to preview
860-608-0769

carpet. New water heater, city water and sewer. Move in today. 

Call Scott to preview
860-608-0769

STOP PAYING RENT!

10 Boulder Road – Fresh paint, 
new flooring, stainless kitchen, move 
in ready to the affordable Knob Hill 
Community at Colchester! Why pay a 
penny more in rent when you can own 

COLCHESTER $137,500

Call Scott Boyden today for
a private tour 860-608-0769

for less?? 

UNDER

DEPOSIT

104 Squire Lane – Meticulous Townhouse 
with garage under, updated w/hardwood, 
large family room, kitchen dining room 
combination and a Florida room. New deck. 
Nice value at 204,900. Come to open house on 

COLCHESTER $204,900

2/20/2021 from 12pm - 3pm to view.

UNDER

DEPOSIT
COMING 

SOON

Our Listings 
Selling 

Full Price 
Under 

30 Days! 
Inventory 

Low! 
Call today 
for market 

review!
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$887,500 East Hampton 

71 MEEKS POINT ROAD

$699,999 East Hampton

74 SPELLMAN POINT ROAD

$429,900 East Hampton

2B WEST STREET 

$350,000 East Hampton

84 BAY ROAD

$535,000 East Hampton

61 MEEKS POINT ROAD

$550,000 East Hampton

7 S WANGONK TRAIL 

$350,000 East Hampton

65 MEEKS POINT ROAD

Call to 
Sell Your 

Home!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!
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tREE & LAndScApinG

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount

R
E
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!

We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
IT
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E
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-1
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions, 

renovations, interior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 PORTLAND, CT

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT8-27-20

HIC #0650282

Call for 
ServiCe

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Winter Is Here!

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Now Scheduling ROOF RAKING
Please think of your roof tops as more snow will accumulate with each storm
and the heavier it will get, especially if it hasn’t been given a chance to melt.

RLFrancks@comcast.net

Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R
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Excavation Land Clearing Drainage Concrete 
Retaining Walls Waterlines Foundation Prep
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
CALL TODAY FOR SNOWPLOWING

Licensed 
& Insured P7 License

860-335-0247
www.PromisedLandEarthworks.com

ai 860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care
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On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Stone Wall Work • Retaining Walls

 Boulder Walls – using stone on your site or our stones

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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No job too big or small!

Residential • Commercial
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Heath Galvin
860.682.2635

East Hampton, CT 06424
bandhtree@icloud.com R
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Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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A & T Refinishing 
Kitchen Cabinet 

Makeovers
Custom Staining, 

Painting & Refacing
Licensed & insured

(860) 918-1760
Al NIxoN

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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Sanding ~ Refinishing ~ Installations
Rob Zajack, Jr.  (860) 670-8147

Lic.#563738 & Insured                                   East Hampton, CT
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-STARKEY HOME REMODELING 
- Call today for a free estimate 
on all your Interior and Exterior 
needs. Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gutters, landscape 
services, porches, patios, framing, 
carpentry,  s id ing,  k i tchens/
baths, basements, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & vinyl), 
painting/staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597.

C H A R L I E ’ S  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT. 20+ years 
experience. Basement hatchways, 
entry, interior, storm and garage 
doors. Decks, tiling, carpentry, 
porches, screening, drywall, ceiling 
fans, suspended ceilings and 
painting. Handyman Services. 
Guaranteed work. Call 860-463-
9077.

GRAVEL, STONE, MILLINGS, 
SAND, MULCH AND TOPSOIL, 
3½ ton deliveries.  Dump runs, 
single item pick ups.   Call Tom for 
pricing. 860-228-7171.

D&A TILE: Free Est imates. 
Licensed and insured. All types of 
tile work, kitchens, baths. All work 
guaranteed. 16 years experience. 
Call 508-0893.

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: Crown 
Molding, Chair Rails, Window 
Seats, Bookcases, Entertainment 
Centers, Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking changed 
to Trex, Attic stairs, Kitchen and 
baths, Water damage and rot 
repair of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete repair 
of drywall and plaster. We also 
combat the entry of mice and more. 
Call Rene (860)643-0428

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior home 
repairs. From drywall to plumbing, 
painting to tile. Have a repair issue 
we are here to Help,  Old fashion 
service. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917- 3154  

MICHAUD HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& HANDYMAN SERVICE: Deck, 
windows, siding & odd jobs. No job 
too small. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101 

HomE impRovEmEnt

RKG TREE SERVICES 
24 hr emergency services available. 
All season tree removal, 
stump grinding, chipping. 
Roger@rkgtreeservices.com or  
860-801-0591

CIT 2-4-21

Roof
Shoveling
Commercial & Residential

Call for an estimate today!

— lawns-n-Stuff —
(860) 295-9692 R

E
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TREE SERVICES. All season 
tree services. Tree removal, 
stump grinding, shrubs 
removal and more. 24 
hour emergency service 
available. Call or Text for 
free estimate (860) 899-
5806 Edson Oliveira
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Free Estimates
860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

Handyman
& Home

Improvement

Call today for 
a free estimate: R

E
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Kitchen & Bath Remodels, Painting,
Decks, Hardwood, Basement Finishing,

Windows & Siding

pielallc.com

HIC 0641273
Fully
Insured

860 995 8596

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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HomE impRovEmEnt

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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Mark's
Painting

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Work
Mark Peszynski

Lic. #563897

Freshen Up for the New Year!

25 Years Experience

860-267-4125

MANNY’S
fine wood floors, llc

Sanding, Installation
and Repair

Refinishing Unfinished 
& Refinished 

Hardwood Floors

Free estimates

CI
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20(860) 377-9990
Lic. #085467 • Insured

BOYCE
CONSTRUCTION
In Business Since 1975

Decks &
Screen Porches

www.boyce-construction.com

860-212-8799
860-267-0682
BoyceConstruction@gmail.com

Lic. #517557 Fully Insured

CIT8-6-20

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

McNaughton Country 
Construction, llc

Quality Construction – Affordable Prices

Additions • Decks
Water Damage Repair
Snow Damage Repair
Remodeling • Roofing

OVER 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call (860) 918-1694
License #HIC 0563225

RE6-6-14

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —
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AAA
electrician services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-13-20

860-819-4821
E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com

CT LIC# 0648345

Your Neighborhood Painters
Call NOW for a quote on:
• Custom Interior / Exterior Painting & Staining
• Cabinet Refinishing • Light Carpentry • Textured Ceiling Repair & Re-painting
• Color Consult w/ each project

877-646-7774
www.franklinpainting.com

HIC #570442

Our Professional Painters Are 
Full-Time Bonded Employees, 

NOT ‘Subs’.
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Member, PDCA Residential Forum

P
D
C
A

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, LLC
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

Residential & Commercial • Over 20 Years Experience

Insured
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

LAMINATING AVAILABLE 
AT THE CIT IZEN:  Pro tec t 
your  impor tant  documents , 
memorabilia, ID, Social Security, 
membership cards, photographs, 
menus, etc. The Glastonbury 
Cit izen.  Reasonable rates. 
Material laminated up to 18” wide. 
Call 633-4691 or visit the office at 
87 Nutmeg Lane. 

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
REFINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and laying 
of all wood floors. Free Estimates. 
James Gorman 647-9261

WE DO DUMP RUNS/ODD JOBS. 
Deck and pool removals. Will 
remove junk from your basement, 
garage and attic. Trucks, Bobcat 
and dump truck available. 860-
209-5146

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Clean ing ,  Caps ,  Dampers , 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William Allen 
860-633-1033

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAULING: 
Same day appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-garages, 
even the junk in the backyard.  
Call Mark @ 860-295-9692 or 
cell 916-9577.

WE’RE STILL HERE to meet your 
steel and welding needs. Nesci 
Enterprises, 12 Summit Street, 
East Hampton, CT (860) 267-2588, 
M-W-F,  10-4.

SERvicES
SERvicES
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Home/Historic Restoration –
Interior & Exterior
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

When viewing our portfolio, we portray 1000’s of CT homes
showcasing our ability. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

52nd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

INTERIOR PAINTING
“With Attention to Detail”

Since 1969

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Crack Repairs
Hardwood Floor Finishing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: jimcharter952@gmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FoR SALE

 

CIT6-18-20

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

Subject 
to credit 
approval

Take 12 monThs no inTeresT
on all purchases $499+

Shop local – Same priceS, better Service

Ask us about our exclusive rebate Programs!
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199 old hartford road, Colchester, CT

Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6; Fri & Sat 9-5; Sun 10-3

www.smarterAppliance.com

860-531-2363

• Septic pump outs
• Septic inspections

• Septic system
installation & repair
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Call the Ferry today!

860-772-8989
www.fecalferry.com

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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SERvicES

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
Open: Sun.–Thurs. 11am–10pm  Fri. & Sat. 11am–10:30pm • Lunchtime 11am–3pm

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
or

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 2/18/2021.

RE2-5-21

QUALiTy SeAFOOD
Take Out • Catering • Gift Certificates

— Dining room not open Yet —

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Take-Out Only
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Firewood For Sale
All hArdwood

$220 per cord
Call 860-659-1438

Free 
Delivery in 

Glastonbury
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RADON TESTING
& MITIGATION

Air & Water Fully Licensed & Insured
A. Douglas Thibodeau, L.L.C.

Michael D.Thibodeau, Owner/Manager
860-978-1513

21 Portland Road
Marlborough, CT 06447
dougt21@comcast.net
www.radonabate.com

Installation & Service on
Any Propane or Natural Gas Product 

IncludIng Gas Logs, Fireplaces,
Furnaces, Boilers, Stoves, Gas Lines, etc.

Specializing In
SaleS & InStallatIon of GeneratorS

Call Ron Trapp at
860-467-4793
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Pro Gas
Installation & Service, llc

25+ Years Experience • Quality Work • Licensed & Insured

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/SPLIT 
hard wood full cord $240. Half 
cord $150. Deliver included to 
local area. All wood tumbled for 
clean delivery. Quick Delivery. Call 
860-633-5766.

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen, 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street). 633-4691.

MARY / ALEX HOUSE CLEANING, 
my family serving yours.  Care, 
experience and references, we are 
insured. Call today for a free quote 
(860)778-6292

POLISH WOMAN CAN CLEAN 
YOUR HOUSE/OFFICE WITH 
CARE. Third cleaning 50% off. 
Insured, bonded, free estimates, 
r e f e r e n c e s .  S a t i s f a c t i o n 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 860-
268-2301.

CINDERELA’S CLEANING . 
Commercial and Residential. 
Weekly/biweekly/monthly or a 
one time cleaning. Fully insured. 
Can do windows and painting. 
25-years of experience. Cindy 
860-301-0975, 860-342-1607. 
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

HOUSE CLEANING: Need some 
help to get your home clean? 
I’d be happy to help. I have 10+ 
years of experience, I offer reliable 
service, reasonable rates and I do 
an amazing job. I have excellent 
references. Please call or text 
for free estimates.  Following all 
guidelines including mask and 
gloves. ARIANE’S CLEANING, 
860-331-5309

SEASONED FIREWOOD  - 
measured cord $200. delivered. 
860-978-2008
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Legal Notice
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses

Commission 
 
The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission of the 
Town of Andover at their Regular meeting held on
February 1st, 2021 approved the following application:
IWWC 20-30: Patricia Klayman, 25 Cider Mill Rd (An-
dover, CT), application to construct a temporary crossing 
across Staddle Brook and to install a French Drain in the 
Upland Review Area of Staddle Brook.
The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission of the 
Town of Andover at their Regular meeting held on
February 1st, 2021 received the following application:
IWWC 20-37M: Jean-Marc Bade, 344 Lake Rd (Andover, 
CT), Application for permit modification to construct an ap-
prox. 24’ x 36’ addition to a house within the 200’ Andover 
Lake Upland Review Area.

1TB 2/5
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Andover Grand List on the Rise
by Sloan Brewster

Andover’s Grand List has gone up twice as 
much as it did last year. 

According to the Oct. 1, 2020 Grand List, 
which was released last week and Assessor John 
Chaponis sent to the Rivereast on Thursday, the 
numbers equate to a 2% increase over the 2019 
Grand List. Assessed property went up to $5.3 
million. The spike equates to $190,500 in addi-
tional tax revenue based on the current 35.61 mill 
rate.

The 2019 grand list showed a 1.1% increase 
over the previous year. The $2.83 million increase 
in assessment translated to $99,000 more in tax 
revenue, based on the then mill rate of 33.95.  

In a phone call Tuesday, Town Manager Eric 
Anderson said a couple factors contributed to the 
increase.

“There’s been some interesting things this 
year,” he said. “The first is that because a lot more 
people are buying used vehicles the average cost 
of a used vehicle is increasing, so we get more 
money from vehicle taxation.”

The second trend that contributed to the hike 
was the large number of major home renovations 
resulting in higher assessed values, Anderson 
said.

There have not, however, been any new com-
mercial developments in town, he said.

According to the list, real estate went from 
$227.40 million to $228.90 million. Motor ve-
hicle assessment went from $28.29 million to 
$30.62 million. Personal property went from 
$10.41 million to $11.92 million.

The three categories combine for a net total 
grand list of $266.10 million.

According to the list of top ten taxpayers, the 
number one real estate taxpayer is Whispering 

Hills LLC. The assessment for the apartment 
complex on Kingsley Drive comes in a $1.30 mil-
lion.

Number two, Marita LLC, rolls in at $971,100. 
At $780,300, Eastern Connecticut Housing Or-

ganization is number three. According to online 
descriptions on Buzzfile and Great Nonprofits, 
the organization also operates under the name 
Hop River Homes and owns and operates two 
apartment complexes that provide low-income 
housing for the elderly in Andover and Danielson 
under sec 515 of the National Housing Act. 

Number four, at $765,600, is 84 Route Six 
LLC. Known as Scott Electrokrafts Inc., accord-
ing to the website, the contract manufacturer has 
supplied electromechanical and electronic as-
semblies, pc board assemblies, cables and control 
chassis to commercial and military original equip-
ment manufacturers in the region since 1967.  

Hillside Self Storage Center LLC comes in 
fifth at $654,000. 

Nicholas and Anna Glowacki’s home comes in 
sixth at $582,600. 

Keith and Sarah Pedro’s home comes in sev-
enth at $564,800. Last year their home was num-
ber eight on the list with a $547,600 assessed 
value.  

This year Robert Beering’s home comes in 
eighth at $551,700; his home was number seven 
last year. 

Clark and Amanda Jordan’s home comes in 
ninth at $527,540 3

Jivan LLC comes in tenth with a $526,100 as-
sessed value.

Anderson said the 2021 revaluation is under 
way with initial data collection going on now. The 
process will continue through next September.

BOE Members Slam ‘Incredibly Disrespectful’ Selectmen
by Sloan Brewster

At a budget workshop last week, Board of Se-
lectmen members took aim at the proposed 2021-
22 Andover Elementary School budget – and that 
did not sit well some on the local Board of Edu-
cation. 

Town Manager Eric Anderson gave a pre-
liminary budget presentation to selectmen last 
month. In that presentation he listed some items 
the budget will need to cover, namely work on 
roads, bridges and culverts, the RHAM and An-
dover Elementary School budgets and approxi-
mately $1.2 million in employee costs.  

Anderson, did not, however, give a line-by-line 
breakdown of numbers or what the total budget 
number would be. In a phone call this week he 
said it’s too early in the process for that.

“This early in the budget season there are so 
many things that are in flux,” he said. “We don’t 
really have a budget for public consumption.”

Anderson said that he and selectmen will con-
tinue to work out the numbers in workshops with 
a goal of having a complete proposed budget by 
March 1. 

In a phone call last week, Vice First Selectman 
Adrian Mandeville said there was a high price on 
all the items Anderson is requesting and that it 
could result in a high tax increase – but said many 

of the requests were for infrastructure needs that 
have been ignored for all too many years.

“If we fund all he’s asking for, we’re looking 
at [an increase of] five mills,” he said. “You can’t 
turn your cheek and let things go forever.”

Mandeville said selectmen were considering 
bonding to pay for some of the infrastructure 
needs and he thinks residents would support the 
idea.

Issues with School Budget
Mandeville took issue with some of the num-

bers in Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bru-
neau’s proposed $4.23 million spending plan 
for the 2021-22 school year. Bruneau shared the 
proposed spending package with selectmen at a 
budget workshop last Wednesday. 

Mandeville and fellow board member Jeff 
Murray raised questions about Bruneau’s pro-
posed $329,843 or 8.45% increase over the cur-
rent year’s $3.90 million approved budget.

Mandeville said he had watched the Board of 
Education’s budget workshop last month and was 
“a little frustrated” that the board had not scruti-
nized the numbers line by line.

“If you do go line by line there are some things 
that need to be looked at extensively,” he said. 
“From a town perspective we have some issues.”

For starters, Mandeville questioned the 

10-students per classroom Bruneau proposes 
for kindergarten and said schools in Bolton and 
Glastonbury have 15 to 17 students in kindergar-
ten – adding that those schools “are ranked as 
good as if not better than us.”

Bruneau said that while she agreed with him 
about kindergarten class sizes in a typical year, 
next year incoming kindergarten students would 
have no history of being schooled and would 
need additional attention. 

“But this is COVID-gap related,” she said. “If 
we were standing her doing the ‘22-23 budget, I 
would absolutely agree.”

Mandeville said he did not think Bruneau 
would get the support from residents for 10-stu-
dent classes. 

“I think my frustration is that you have stated 
over and over again in your presentation and even 
in the paper that you’re not going to cut staff,” 
he said.

Murray also voiced frustration, mentioning the 
low number of students.

“It’s not like we’re asking to go from 25 to 30 
students; we’re asking to go from 10 to 15,” he 
said.

Mandeville expressed further frustration that 
the education board had not made cuts to Bru-
neau’s budget.

“The Board of Ed has not cut one thing and 
that is concerning,” he said.

First Selectman Jeff Maguire said the boards 
would need to come to a bottom line number that 
works for everyone. 

“We’re not trying to be confrontational,” he 
said. “We have limited resources and everything 
that has to be done and teaching our children is 
a top priority.”

Maguire said he too was concerned that Bru-
neau did not discuss line items.

While welcoming line-by-line inspection of 
her budget, Bruneau said she did not think select-
men give as much scrutiny to RHAM’s budget as 
they do to Andover Elementary School’s.

“I really feel as though that it’s a requirement 
to go through every stapler up with AES,” she 
said. “I hope there’s the same passion with writ-
ing the check for RHAM.”

Mandeville countered that the RHAM board 
holds five-hour meetings to look through its bud-
get and said he has gone through the document 
and had the same conversations with administra-
tors in that district as he was having with Bru-
neau.

“I can assure you, the same vigor is used with 
the town’s budget, with yours and RHAM’s,” he 
said.

’Incredibly Disrespectful Treatment’
In a phone call with the Rivereast Monday, 

Board of Education Chairman Shannon Louden 
took issue with the way Mandeville and Murray 
spoke to Bruneu.

“I was upset by what I believe was incredibly 
disrespectful treatment of my superintendent,” 
she said. “I believe that Superintendent Bruneau 
responded thoughtfully and appropriately.”

Louden said the school board has asked ques-
tions about the proposed budget and had work-
shops scheduled for Wednesday and Saturday.

“We’re all supportive about the budget,” she 
said.

Louden said that while the proposed bud-
get is 8.45% higher than the current year’s ap-
proved budget it is actually lower based on what 
the board ended up spending. In June, the board 
moved $189,000 in surplus finds from the previ-
ous year’s budget into the current year, she said. 
Based on that, the increase is actually 4.65%.

Board of Education member Dan Foran 
echoed Louden’s dismay for the way Bruneau 
was treated by selectmen.

“Superintendent Bruneau has been a breath 
of fresh air for the Andover Elementary School 
and has been kind, respectful approachable and 
cares deeply for the children and the staff at the 
school,” he said. “She voluntarily went to the 
Board of Selectman to talk about the Board of 
Education budget in hopes to work with them 
this was her first interaction with the Board of 
Selectman. The way she was spoken to, treated 
and laughed at is despicable.”

Foran said the Board of Selectmen owes Bru-
neau a public apology.

He also pointed out that the school budget has 
not seen an increase is six years.

Louden said board members were not alone in 
their consternation and that Catherine Magaldi-
Lewis, chair of the Democratic Town Committee, 
had reached out to her about it.

In a phone call with the Rivereast Monday, 
Magaldi-Lewis expressed anger and said all lo-
cal officials were working toward the same goal.

“You can ask tough question but you don’t 
have to be antagonistic and you don’t have to be 
confrontational,” she said. “Valerie is not the en-
emy and she shouldn’t be treated as one.”

For their parts, Murray and Mandeville took 
the criticism in stride and said their biggest con-
cerns were finding ways to fund all the needs in 
town.

Mandeville said since the workshop he has 
had a long conversation with Bruneau and that 
she told him she would take a closer look at the 
numbers, which, he said, was all the selectmen 
were asking for.

“I asked some really hard questions and I got 
some really good answers in the end,” Mandev-
ille said.

Murray said the education budget, as it stands 
now, doesn’t leave much money for such things 
as roadwork and services for local seniors.

“If the board doesn’t want to make the tough 
decisions then the taxpayers are going to have to 
make them for them, because there’s no way this 
budget is going to pass,” he said. “Either you can 
make the cuts now or the taxpayers are going to 
do it.”

In an email Monday, Bruneau said she did not 
feel disrespected by the selectmen. 

“I understand the members of all three elected 
boards feel passionately about the jobs they are 
doing,” she said. “I won’t hold the way Adrian 
presented his thoughts against him.  No hard feel-
ings.  No grudges on my part.”

She said she the budget continues to evolve 
and she has found some potential savings.

Senior Citizen
News & Notes

The following news items have been an-
nounced for Andover seniors.

COVID-19 Vaccinations: Shots now avail-
able for Andover seniors age 75 and over. Call 
877-918-2224 and register to receive your vac-
cine shot. If you will need a ride, call senior co-
ordinator Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122.

Rides to Medical Appointments: Call Pala-
zzi to reserve a ride. All seniors, veterans, and 
ADA individuals are welcome. Masks must be 
worn in the van; if you have a caregiver that per-
son may come with you. Temperatures will be 
taken by the driver.

Shopping: The bus picks people up at home 
and takes them to Manchester for shopping on 
Tuesdays at 7 a.m. Masks must be worn and 
temperatures will be taken by driver before cli-
ents can access the bus. Call Palazzi for a ride.

First Congregational 
Church News

The First Congregational Church, UCC, of 
Andover, 359 Route 6, invites all ages to wor-
ship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through the Nar-
thex. Masks and social distancing are required. 
If you don’t have a mask, a mask will be given 
to you. Sunday School for children is provided.

The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT).

For more information, call the church office 
at 860-742-7696. 

The church has a weekly Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. both via Zoom and in per-
son at the church (observing CDC guidelines 
regarding social distancing and masks). If in-
terested in attending via Zoom, call the church 
and leave a message and Nilson will send you 
the meeting link. 

The Food Pantry is Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines are ob-
served and masks are required. The Foodshare 
van comes to the church every other Wednesday 
from 9-9:30 a.m. and will next be there Feb. 17.

Take-Out Spaghetti Dinner: Friday, Feb. 
12, 5:30-7 p.m. Have spaghetti with homemade 
plain, meat or sausage sauce, salad, fresh bread, 
beverage and dessert. Cost is $12. Preorder at 
860-742-7696.
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