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by Jack Lakowsky
Portland First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield 

this week announced after serving as the town’s 
chief executive for close to 20 years, she has 
decided to not seek re-election this November. 

“I wanted to announce officially so candi-
dates can step forward,” Bransfield said in a 
Tuesday phone call with the Rivereast. 

“It’s a good decision that makes sense for my 
personal and professional life,” she said. 

Bransfield said that upon winning re-election 
in 2018, she mentioned her ninth term would 
likely be her last. 

Bransfield, a Democrat, said local Democrats 
and Republicans have selected their candidates 
and will be officially announcing them soon. 
Both are involved with town government, she 
said. 

Bransfield also hinted that unaffiliated candi-
dates may have a go at the office. 

However, Bransfield said she doesn’t plan to 
leave public life entirely. 

“I love my job; always have,” she said. “Ev-
ery morning when I wake up, I look forward to 
coming to work.”

Still, she said, she feels the time has come 
to focus her energy on issues she is personally 
passionate about. The work of a town leader is 
diverse, she said, and taking a step back from a 
24/7 job will allow her to be more exacting in 
her activism. 

“I’m still committed to Portland,” she said. 
“I’ve lived here since 1981, and my husband 
has been here since 1960. This is a beautiful 
town with a great landscape and great people.”

Bransfield said the pandemic did little to hur-
ry her decision. 

COVID-19 did bring to light issues Brans-
field wants to tackle, including those affecting 
seniors and children, she said. She said she will 
continue to attach herself to work promoting 
equity of and better services to youngsters and 
to seniors. 

Issues faced by seniors and youth are per-
sonal to Bransfield, as she is in her 60s and has 
five grandchildren ranging in age from middle 
school to newborn. 

Bransfield also plans to help shelter diversion 
programs – finding homes for individuals ex-
periencing or at risk of experiencing homeless-
ness, especially seniors and youth. 

“Throughout the years I’ve grown to appreci-
ate what a gift it is to have a home, whether you 
rent or own property,” Bransfield said. “Every-
one should have a home. Not all reasons [for a 
period of homelessness] are economic. I’m very 
interested in pursuing that arena.”

Bransfield said she will continue involvement 
with the local impact of homelessness, but that 
she also wants to expand her activism. She ex-
plained that homelessness diversion services 
require a broader, regional approach. 

“Finding homes is a statewide effort,” she 
said. “The state is doing a good job [with af-
fordable housing and shelter diversion] but it 
can always use more help.”

Although she did not say explicitly, the first 
selectwoman did not deny the possibility of a 
future campaign for a Governor Susan Brans-
field. She said she’s not ruling anything out. 

State Sen. Norm Needleman (D-33), whose 
district covers Portland, told the Rivereast he 

Rivereast Sold; Longtime Publisher Retires
The Rivereast News Bulletin – a local news 

presence in the region for nearly 40 years – is 
under new ownership.

Owner/publisher Jim Hallas announced the 
sale of the newspaper this week to the Rare 
Reminder, a longtime, family-owned, weekly 
newspaper/shopper headquartered in Rocky Hill. 
The formal closing was held on Wednesday, 
March 17. The company’s 20 employees were 
advised of the pending sale earlier this month.

The sale includes both of the Glastonbury 
Citizen, Inc.’s publications: the Glastonbury 
Citizen and the Rivereast News Bulletin. The 
purchase price was not disclosed.

The Citizen is a subscription paper with about 
5,300 subscribers, devoted strictly to Glaston-
bury news and events. The Rivereast News 
Bulletin is a free newspaper with a circulation 
of about 26,000. It covers news and events in 
Portland, East Hampton, Marlborough, Middle 
Haddam, Cobalt, Amston, Hebron, Andover 
and Colchester.

The newspaper company has been owned 

and operated by the Hallas family since 1952 
when Henry and Marion Hallas purchased the 
Citizen, which then consisted of “a shoe box 
half full of mostly unpaid subscriptions,” Henry 
liked to joke.

The newspaper grew with the town over 
the years. The first office was in Henry and 
Marion’s upstairs apartment in Glastonbury, 
followed by space in a building on the corner 
of Oak Street and Nutmeg Lane and finally its 
present quarters at 87 Nutmeg Lane. 

For several years the printing was jobbed out, 
with Henry delivering the bundles of newspa-
pers to the post office on Wednesday evenings 
from the back of his station wagon. Henry even-
tually acquired his own web printing press and 
began publishing the paper on site. As the paper 
grew to the point it no longer fit in his station 
wagon, he purchased a truck.

The Citizen also published a regional shop-
per, The Buywiser, for several years. In 1982 
the shopper was transformed into the Rivereast 
News Bulletin, offering news coverage of eight 

other towns.
Son Jim, a graduate of Syracuse University’s 

S.I. Newhouse School of Communications, pro-
duced the Rivereast. He took on additional du-
ties as publisher when Henry retired in 1985. 
Henry passed away in 2008.

Hallas, now 68, said it was difficult to leave 
the business that has been an integral part of his 
family’s life for so many years, but the time had 
come. He and his wife Deborah have two adult 
sons who have careers of their own out of state 
– Benjamin, who is a special education teacher 
in Boston, and James, who works for NASCAR 
in Charlotte, N.C. Neither is likely to return to 
Connecticut, he said. 

“It’s time to pass things on to owners who 
will continue our legacy of service to the com-
munity and – I am confident – strengthen it,” 
he observed. “Someone with the energy and 
wherewithal to maintain and improve our pa-
pers and take them into the future.” 

Many of the company’s employees have been 
with the Citizen/Rivereast for between 10 and 

30 years. “I was reconciled to leaving the news-
paper business, but it’s so much harder to say 
goodbye to the people who have made what we 
do possible,” admitted Hallas.

 “Referring to people as being ‘like family’ is 
a bit clichéd, but for us, it is absolutely true,” he 
added. “We have always worked together as a 
team, supported one another, celebrated togeth-
er, commiserated together and laughed together 
while at the same time getting the job done. The 
people I’ve been privileged to work with take 
great pride in what they do. They are absolutely 
the best and I’d have been completely lost with-
out them.”

Though the printing will be transferred to 
the Rare Reminder’s facility in Rocky Hill, all 
employees will be retained. Longtime sports/
education editor Chris Seymour will take over 
Jim Hallas’s responsibilities as editor of the 
Citizen; Mike Thompson will remain editor of 
the Rivereast News Bulletin and Carole Saucier 
will remain as office manager.

 Longtime Portland First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield announced this week 
she won’t be seeking re-election this fall. The decision will allow Bransfield more 
time for, among other things, visiting with her grandchildren, including, pictured 
here, baby Sean Thomas and granddaughters Shannon (left) and Samantha (right). 
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Editor’s Desk continued on page 4

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
by Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
My wife caught me busily sketching at the kitchen table the other day. Since I am what 

might be charitably characterized as a “stick figure artist,” she was naturally curious. 
“What are you drawing?”

“Nothing.”
“Clearly it’s something. It looks like a tower of some sort.”
“If you must know, I’m sketching some ideas for my cemetery memorial when I am 

laid to eternal rest. Hopefully that will be some day in the long distant future, but I want 
to be prepared.”

She peered over my shoulder. “You intend to be buried under the Washington Monu-
ment?”

“It’s a very modest obelisk,” I retorted.
“For a pharaoh.”
“I do need sufficient room for the lengthy laudatory panels. You know, the stuff about 

how I did the New York Times crossword puzzle in ink and how I was the most important 
thing in the world to my family.”

“You mean your family was the most important thing to you.” She saw my blank look 
and explained, “Normally you list all the things you loved the best—you know: lying on 
the couch, scratching yourself in inappropriate places, bacon—but then you add, ‘But 
always the most important thing to him was his family.’”

“More important than bacon?”
She sighed. “I probably shouldn’t ask, but what are those things at the corners of the 

obelisk that look like dead opossums?”
“They’re bronze wolverines. You probably aren’t aware of this, but pound for pound, 

wolverines are the most ferocious animal in the forest. But do you think snarling lions 
would be more appropriate?”

“I think squinty-eyed lawn moles with Coke bottle spectacles would be more appropri-
ate, but don’t let me dampen your self-esteem.”

“I think I’ll stick with the wolverines. The real question is whether to go with Italian 
marble or titanium for the main obelisk.”

For once, she was speechless.
“Italian marble is more aesthetically pleasing,” I continued, “but titanium will stand up 

to the elements better over the coming centuries.”
“You do realize that the, ah…magnitude of this monument to your admittedly amazing 

existence will be viewed with jaded eyes by the town Plan and Zoning Commission? At 
the very least, they’ll insist that you install a handicapped bathroom to be available for all 
the crowds on Resurrection Day.”

“Boy they sure know how to take all the joy out of being dead, don’t they?”
“Maybe you should reduce the size your monument to something a little more manage-

able.”
“I could lower the height of the spire, I suppose.”
“I was thinking maybe just a simple flat stone.”
“No wolverines?”
“Or I could just scatter your ashes in the parking lot at Beer, Booze & Beyond.” 

           Jim Hallas

First off, let me address the big news – 
which I’m sure you all noticed on the cover: 
Jim Hallas, our longtime publisher, has re-
tired. 

Jim’s been a terrific boss, and a good friend. 
Back in 2002, when I was 23 and shortly re-
moved from college, Jim took a chance on 
me, and for that I will always be grateful. 
He’s been encouraging and helpful every step 
of the way, as I moved from Rivereast report-
er to Glastonbury Citizen reporter to finally 
Rivereast editor in 2007 – where I incidental-
ly took over for Jim, who at that time moved 
over to the Citizen to be editor.

This won’t come as a shock to regular read-
ers of his Bulletin Board – which he’ll be 
continuing, by the way – but Jim’s got a great 
sense of humor, and has fostered a fun, laid-
back atmosphere in the office all these years. 
As someone who worked many temp jobs in 
college, I can tell you this was easily the most 
enjoyable office I’ve worked in. The hearty 
laughs I’ve had in this place over the years 
simply cannot be calculated.

And, being a seasoned newsman, Jim of 
course taught me a ton over the years – a lot 
about not just the nuts-and-bolts of report-
ing but what readers want to see. He’s been a 
great mentor and teacher.

I’ve met with our new publisher, Kevin 
Rarey, and the Rare Reminder crew, and they 
all seem like great people. I’m excited about 
being a part of the Rivereast’s journey under 
our new ownership – and, as a newsman and 
boss of my own staff, I’ll be continuing to im-
part the many lessons Jim provided me over 
the years.

So congratulations on your retirement, Jim, 
and thank you – for everything. 

* * *
Kudos to Marlborough resident Pamela 

Cyr-Long on her series of letters dealing with 
small town racism, and how to combat it. The 
series wraps up this week, and I’m glad Pa-
mela has been getting some much-deserved 
praise from readers for these courageous let-
ters she’s been writing.

And they are courageous. It’s not easy for 
one to open up about their experiences, and 
it’s certainly not easy to try to make people 
look inside themselves, to discover what may 
be uncomfortable truths.

They’ve been a thought-provoking series of 
letters. I consider myself fairly progressive, 
but as a white male, there are certain things 
I take for granted, I realize. Pamela’s letters 
have caused me to pause, sit back, and take 
stock of some of my own actions and com-
ments over the years, no matter how small 
and innocuous-seeming they may have been 
at the time. I think I’m better for having read 
them.

Thank you again, Pamela, for these enlight-
ening letters.

* * *
After yet another horrific mass shooting 

Monday evening – the second one in less 
than a week – I was glued to CNN, watch-
ing the coverage, and waiting for the police 
press conference to begin. As I tend to do in 
situations like this, being a student of news, I 
decided to flip back and forth among the cable 
news channels to see how they were covering 
the shooting.

CNN and MSNBC each had turned over 
their prime-time programming to coverage of 
the tragedy. They had reporters at the scene, 
with occasional witnesses calling in to the an-
chors in the studio, and former police officers 
and Secret Service agents offering their anal-
ysis. It was the pretty standard stuff we get 
after one of these mass shootings. (I hate that 
there have been enough mass shootings that I 
know how coverage of them typically goes.) 

So I flipped over to Fox News to see what 
they were doing, and there was Tucker Carl-
son in studio, as normal, talking about some-
thing completely unrelated. 

Okay, I thought. Surely when the police 
press conference begins, they’ll break in then.

Nope. In the 9 p.m. hour, while CNN and 
MSNBC were airing the police press confer-
ence, Fox News had Sean Hannity, business 
as usual, talking about issues completely un-
related to the horror that had just unfolded in 
Colorado.

Look, obviously the story was getting cov-
ered, on the other two channels. So every-
thing that was available to know I could, and 
did, find out from them.

But if you purport to be a 24-hour news 
channel, shouldn’t you, ya know, cover break-
ing news?

 New Art Gallery… The East Hampton Art Association has revealed its new 
Chatham Art Gallery, located in the new Town Hall at 1 Community Drive. 
Elizabeth Sennett’s work is currently on display.

Support the Library
To the Editor:

As we finally start to ease our way out of this 
pandemic, there is a group of folks that I would 
like to thank: the staff at the East Hampton Pub-
lic Library. I am retired and live alone. It would 
have been a long year without being able to ac-
cess the library remotely with an e-reader, and 
all for free with my library card. I have been a 
regular there for over 60 years and still smile as 
I enter, knowing that new adventure awaits me 
right inside. 

I urge everyone to explore this great resource 
and support it any way you can. 

Billy Clark – East Hampton

Freezin’ for a Reason
To the Editor:

During a year when there wasn’t much that 
we could count on happening as scheduled, the 
three men of Freezin’ for a Reason kept a long-
standing tradition alive. The 12th annual fund-
raising event took place the weekend of Feb. 12. 
Rob Suchecki, Greg Cordova, and Fred Brown 
spent their days and nights braving the cold 
temperatures and gusty winds. Their mission 
has always been to raise awareness and funds 
for the Colchester Fuel Bank and I think it is 
safe to say that they have outdone themselves 
this year! 

Our town residents, local friends, and com-
munity partners have raised $26,024.79! These 
funds are going to be able to help so many fami-
lies that are in need right now. Thank you all 
very much for always showing up and support-
ing the community that we are all proud to be 
a part of.

Colchester Youth and Social Services

Biden Bias in News Media
To the Editor:

Mainstream news media’s Biden bias is alive 
and well, as evidenced in the following.

After delivering the graduation address at 
the West Point Military Academy last summer, 
President Donald Trump cautiously made his 
way down an incline, slippery from an earlier 
rain. Mainstream media immediately sprang 
into full court press with front page headlines 
and TV news video footage about his physical 
fitness to be president. The speculation contin-
ued for days!

But when recently, in a highly-visible man-
ner, Biden tripped awkwardly three times 
climbing the red-carpeted stairs to Air Force 
One in Atlanta, Georgia, there was nary a peep. 
Mum. Not a word about his physical fitness, 
despite his advanced age and visible physical 
frailty. “Strong wind” was labeled the culprit in 
the few biased media accounts.

It was a repeat of mainstream media’s si-
lence last summer about news that might have 
reflected negatively on Biden’s run for presi-
dent. “Mostly peaceful protests” was the extent 
of mainstream media’s coverage of the rioting 
in key cities. Those “peaceful protests” burned 
businesses to the ground.

The bias continues about the border crisis 
dubbed “challenge,” aided and abetted by the 
news blackout imposed by a Biden administra-
tion that promised to be the most transparent 
ever.

Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

The Actual Racists
To the Editor:

People who see everything through the prism 
of race and group identity are the ones who are 
actually the racists and bigots. Everyone they 
encounter is immediately pre-judged and cat-
egorized based on the immutable characteris-
tics they possess, and are expected to think and 
behave according to the biased stereotypes as-
signed to them.

Joe Stevens regards overlooking immutable 
characteristics as a racist ploy, despite its en-
abling the perception of people as individuals 
rather than some monolithically-thinking group 
member. I guess “woke” Joe would now “can-
cel” Martin Luther King for extolling us ”not to 
judge people by the color of their skin, but the 
content of their character.” Hypocrite doesn’t 
even come close to describing these people.

Ed Smith comes from an environment where 
he’s not used to anyone pushing back on his 
nonsense. We’ve found that “he can dish it out 
but he can’t take it.” As an “educator” he should 
know the rhetorical distinction between slander 
and libel. Slander is spoken, and libel is written. 
But that’s as trite as the distinction between a 
molecule and an element.

Anyone finding it appropriate to place a BLM 
sign in her yard while concurrently deeming it 
unacceptable for another to place a “No White 
Guilt” sign in his own is in no position to be lec-
turing people on overcoming racism. This be-
lies her seeming prejudice that white people are 
inherently guilty of original sin strictly on the 
basis of their skin color. I guess all white people 
should just beg forgiveness and seek the man-
ners necessary for atonement and absolution.

But much worse is our “woke” betters con-
descension displayed towards people of color. 
Apparently, they regard our fellow Americans 
as being inferior and incapable of attending to 
their own best self-interests without their be-
neficent interventions.

Sam Prentice – Andover
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@MargaretWilcoxRealtor@MargaretWilcoxRealtor

Your 
Home 
Here!

Our Listings Are Selling! Call To Sell Yours! 860-916-3517

$499,900 Marlborough

222 South Road 

Over 50 Acres! 

$324,900 hebron

92 daly Road 

$350,000 hebron

44 uncaS dRive 

$118,000 Marlborough

17 high Point coMMonS 

reAdy tO Build! 

$335,000 colchester

853 old haRtfoRd Road 

*Represented Buyers

$895,000 east hampton*

71 MeekS Point Road 

sOld!

$599,900 Marlborough

6 faRview Run 

sOld!

$699,999 east hampton

74 SPellMan Point Road

sOld!

$585,000 Marlborough

21 hunteR Ridge Road

sOld!

$595,900 colchester

95 ciRillo dRive 

sOld!

$474,900 east hampton

11 SunRiSe lane

sOld!

$394,900 Portland

38 Mountain lauRel way 

sOld!

$447,000 Marlborough

17 hidden woodS dRive 

sOld!

$350,000 Marlborough

17 MayfloweR dRive 

sOld!

$370,000 Marlborough

28 MillStone dRive 

sOld!

$550,000 colchester

42 heatheRwood dRive 

sOld!

$515,000 Portland

166 aPPletRee lane 

sOld!

$535,000 east hampton

61 MeekS Point Road

sOld!

$474,900 hebron

282 JaggeR lane

sOld!

$550,000 east hampton

7 S wangonk tRail 

sOld!

$337,500 east hampton

16 feRnwood Road

sOld!

$350,000 east hampton

84 Bay Road

sOld!

$333,000 Marlborough

74 JeRRy danielS Road

sOld!

$350,000 east hampton

13 SeaRS lane 

sOld!

$300,000 east hampton

65 MeekS Point Road

sOld!

$262,000 east hampton

18 SeMinole tRail 

sOld!

$287,000 Marlborough

37 RoBeRtS Road

sOld!

$150,000 east hampton

5 SeMinole tRail 

sOld!

$192,000 east hampton

7 weSt avenue

sOld!

sAle 
Pending!sAle 

Pending!sAle 
Pending!
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★ Letters cont. from page 2

Editor’s Desk continued from page 2
* * *

I admit, I got a chuckle earlier this week 
when Senator Mike Rounds of South Dakota 
tweeted, “The Founding Fathers never intend-
ed for Washington D.C. to become a state.”

Yes, as opposed to all those nights Thomas 

Jefferson and John Adams stayed up late talk-
ing about welcoming Alaska and Hawaii into 
the fold.

* * *
 See you next week.

Anti-Racism, Cont.
To the Editor:

I offer some final takeaways to consider.
-Understand the difference between equality 

and equity.
-If talking about racism makes you angry, dig 

deep to find out why.
-Do your own research. Don’t rely on mar-

ginalized people to educate. Resist seeking for-
giveness or approval to ease discomfort. If you 
become defensive, stop. We are all accountable.

-Self-care is important. Take time to rest if 
overwhelmed by the work. It can be exhausting. 
Then come back to it.

Humans are flawed and self-serving creatures 
by nature, so we must make conscious efforts to 
get outside of ourselves. Likely no one would 
put their hand up if asked, “Who is racist?” 
Most people don’t feel they are racist. It’s not 
something that most of us would call ourselves 
or be proud to be called. But if none of us are 
racist, how does racism exist? 

If we can get a bit uncomfortable, acknowl-
edge that the foundation of our American cul-
ture is woven of centuries of racism, built by 
the labors of a stolen people on stolen land, it 
is easier to admit that there’s room for improve-
ment. Where each of us is on the continuum is 
not as important as how far we are dedicated to 
moving from our starting point. No one is ex-
pecting perfection, but we can each decide to be 
a work in progress. 

We can each set a new standard for how 
we’re willing to allow ourselves and others to 
be treated regardless of who’s in the room. This 
requires self-awareness, desire, generational-
forgiveness, curiosity, introspection, continu-
ous effort, and most of all, humility. The good 
news is all these things are free, and we don’t 
lose anything while we do them, but we may 
have to clean up some trash here and there. 

Thoughts? pamcyrlong@gmail.com
Pamela Cyr-Long – Marlborough

Executed Within 30 Days
To the Editor:

It seems like whenever you turn on the news, 
we hear about this shooting and that shooting 
or more proposed gun control legislation. What 
I would like to hear on the news is that Joe so-
in-so was executed today because he shot and 
killed his neighbor! We need politicians that 
understand that if you kill someone or even at-
tempt to kill someone you should be executed 
within 30 days, instead of being sent to a place 
where you get free room and board, free TV, a 
gym and free medical! That is not a deterrent!!! 

All prisoners should get nothing except bread 
and water. That’s it. No free medical or other 
freebies at taxpayer’s expense. If that was the 
way we did it, a lot of lives would be saved! 
Any sensible politician would do this, unless 
they were afraid it might hinder their chances 
of re-election.

Frank Blume – Colchester

I Again Demand Apology
To the Editor:

We now know from the Rivereast of 3-19-
2021 that Mr. Smith knows the full meaning of 
defamation of a person’s character. He knows 
that slander is defamation that is spoken and 
libel is defamation that is written. Again, I de-
mand an apology from him. Owed to all he de-
fames.

Our neighbors spend their hard earn money 
to advertise their services and products in the 
Rivereast and forum authors need not disrupt 
this process by “poking-the-eye” of perhaps 
half of their customers.

I have written truthfully about the hoax of 
man-made global warming and we all should be 
concerned as the EPA is currently working to 
classify CO2 as a pollutant grouping it with the 
toxic gas ozone, O3. That will cause a needless 
crisis. CO2 is not a pollutant it is essential in the 
support of life. The elimination of fossil fuels 
will result in the loss of human life but will do 
little to nothing in reducing atmospheric CO2.

Loss of fossil fuels will hurt our electric 
grid. Our electric supply is already harmed by 
subsidized solar panels. Installed panels and 
contracted outside the free market is raising 
our electric cost. As we pay to transmit unused 
panel energy. We need a larger, improved and 
protected grid, especially if all cars are electric-
powered. The Carnot Cycle limits the efficien-
cy of a thermodynamic engine and converting 
electric power to work is much more efficient. 
Where will all the electric power come from? 
Water?

Respectfully,
Victor Congdon – Portland

We Fall for Fear
To the Editor:

“A study from the National Institutes of 
Health claims wearing a moist mask is actually 
good for you because inhaling through the wet 
mask hydrates your lungs and boosts your im-
mune system.” This is according to our govern-
ment “scientists.”

The USA and state governments have been 
“forcing” us to wear masks and social distanc-
ing for over a year. When will this end and why 
are we being “forced” do so?

It is my opinion and that of those who have 
the “pulse” of what is happening around the 
world, that these lockdowns and mask wearing 
is to control us. So far, they are succeeding.

In an earlier article I mentioned “The Great 
Reset.” It appears Canada’s Trudeau is actively 
pursuing that agenda. See my links in “Politics” 
on my website [garygile.com] titled “Trudeau 
Moves to Install Guaranteed Basic Income in 
Canada” and “Trudeau is Altering the Economy 
of Canada Denying the People Any Right to 
Vote on His Great Reset.” The Great Reset is 
spearheaded by Bill Gates, George Soros, and 
Klaus Schwab. They are all multi-billionaires.

It seems the media takes everything Fauci 
and the CDC say as “The Truth.” Yet they never 
mention where he gets a lot of his funding from. 
Too many politicians seem to give their loyalty 
to the highest bidder, mostly through lobbyists. 
Just look at the $1.9 trillion “COVID” bill. Only 
about 9% went to help to stop the virus that ap-
pears to not be any worse than the yearly flu 
which we no longer hear anything about.

Creating fear is the greatest weapon ever de-
vised by humans and we fall for it every time. 
Look at this current virus. Look at climate 
change. Look at our politicians. Look at their 
funding sources, and you will begin to discover 
the truth.

Gary Gile – Andover

Teach About Real Science
To the Editor:

Clearly, Edmund Smith is a “teacher” of sci-
ence and not a teacher of English literature, 
composition, or comprehension. Every week 
he consistently misinterprets everything that 
is written about him, and provides a nonsensi-
cal response that convolutes the issue(s) about 
which he is the subject. I wish there was a vac-
cine for that…

Edmund gave a feeble and anemic explana-
tion last week after being called out for mak-
ing fun of Gary Gile’s unintentional mistake of 
misidentifying elements, atoms, or molecules 
(shame on you, Gary!). Edmund’s view of “cli-
mate change” is not relevant and has nothing 
to do with the issue. The issue is Edmund’s ar-
rogant and sardonic attitude toward Mr. Giles 
for not being the science maven that Edmund 
envisions himself to be, and then compounding 
the issue by involving 11-year-olds as unwitting 
patsies to stroke his ego. As Edmund stated to 
his students: “Don’t worry, I know adults who 
think CO2 is made up of three elements. Stu-
dents laugh. More relaxed.” Edmund defended 
himself by using climate change as the context 
instead of admitting to the reality that he was 
taking a veiled derisive shot at Mr. Giles. I’m 
convinced the maturity level for everyone in 
Edmund’s 6th grade Science Bowl classroom 
reaches an asymptote at 11 years of age. Ev-
eryone. 

I wonder if Edmund’s art colleagues tell their 
students, “Don’t worry, I know adults who think 
color, tone, and hue are the same thing,” as if 
not knowing the difference is a sign of mental 
defect (a.k.a. “Bidenism.”)

Maybe Edmund should teach his students 
about real science. Like, without fossil fuels, 
what square footage of solar panels does it take 
to recharge a Tesla before your boss calls and 
wants to know why your late for work again 
(assuming you actually have a job)?

Regards,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester 

‘Stuff the Pantry’
To the Editor:

Over recent months, it became obvious that 
our volunteers needed some extra attention. The 
men and women who volunteer their time and 
effort for our fire department and ambulance are 
truly heroes. They are all “ready to go” at a mo-
ment’s notice when we need them for an emer-
gency. Keep in mind – this means 24/7!

Members of the Democratic Town Commit-
tee, Republican Town Committee and Anchor 
Lodge worked together to make a donation to 
provide food for our volunteers. They enjoy 
each other’s company at their stations before 
and after their emergency calls. $965 was do-
nated!!! We have shopped and spent $420 and 
will soon plan another shopping trip.

When you meet these amazing volunteers, 
please thank them.

Always grateful,
Barbara Moore – East Hampton

Where is North Westchester?
To the Editor:

 As news of the development of Norton Park 
in the North Westchester section of Colchester 
begins to circulate, your readers may be asking, 
where is North Westchester? It is a small vil-
lage located on Westchester Road (Route 149), 
where the C.H. Norton Paper Mill was once lo-
cated.

Back in the day, when people traveled by 
horse and carriage, the journey to the center 
of Colchester was no easy trip. So a group that 
lived in what was known as Westchester Center, 
located at the four corners of routes 16 and 149, 
west of the Town of Colchester, established a 
Congregational Church on Cemetery Road, and 
eventually a one-room school.

At the same time, several miles north of 
Westchester Center, a village had grown along 
the banks of the Jeremy River, which became 
known as North Westchester. The river powered 
a number of small businesses, and boasted a 
railroad line and station, carrying passengers to 
Willimantic or Middletown, even as far as Bos-
ton, to shop, go to doctors, visit friends. There 
was a general store, a post office, and a two-
room schoolhouse. There were many farms in 
the surrounding area. In 1886, the C.H. Norton 
paper mill, located on the Jeremy River, was 
founded. 

Presently at the site of the old paper mill a 
public park is being developed by the town, to 
be named Norton Park. A committee is busy 
planning design of park, and raising money to 
finance many amenities, as the town does not 
plan to do so. For details to donate, go to www.
colchesterct.gov/norton-park-committee.

Sincerely,
Nan Wasniewski – Colchester

Lip Service – Again
To the Editor:

Late last July, in a stunning show of disre-
spect for our law enforcement community, our 
state senator, Cathy Osten, voted “yes” on SB 
6004 the “Police Accountability” bill, although 
“Anti-Police” bill is more fitting. For all her 
listening and empathizing, she managed to un-
dermine the law enforcement community, po-
tentially making it less safe for her constituents. 
While we’re all busy locking our car doors at 
night, what cop would want to be proactive, 
stopping cars and put his or her livelihood at risk 
over a property crime? Connecticut has some of 
the best-trained law enforcement officers in the 
nation. This is not Minneapolis. Since the bill 
was passed, I’ve spoken with many members of 
law enforcement, who feel betrayed, unappre-
ciated, and unsupported by the legislators who 
voted “yes” on this bill. Contrary to Sen. Os-
ten’s assertion, this was a party line vote, with 
all Senate Democrats voting “yes.”

In September, a special session was called. 
This bill was not one of the items discussed, nor 
was Sen. Osten vocal about “fixing” this bill. 
Sen. Osten found time to debate and pass mea-
sures on absentee voting, insulin, and aligning 
Connecticut’s hemp laws with federal laws. The 
Office of Fiscal Analysis estimates that munici-
palities and the state will bear millions of dol-
lars in additional costs annually. In September 
of last year, Sen. Osten stated in this newspa-
per: “This is not a perfect bill but there has been 
commitment to address concerns in future ses-
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Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!
Send anonymous pic including 

town to myglasspane@gmail.com
& get a guesstimate, or call
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We Clean:
• Specializing in Orientals
• Area Rugs
• Wall to Wall
• Upholstery

We Also offeR:
• scotchguard
• Mothproofing
• Repairs

207 Saybrook road • Higganum

MiddletOwn
Rug Cleaning Co.

860-345-7847

15-20% OFF
Cash & Carry

Pick Up & Delivery

open Monday
thru saturday

re
2-

19
-2

1

Allison Dillon

abdillon@snet.net
860-301-0955

Fred Ferguson

fredfergusonct@gmail.com 
860-638-9362

Sharon Fox

sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-805-6917

Matthew Gworek

mgworekrealty@gmail.com 
860-882-8650

John Drury

john@harrs.com
860-466-0077

Patrick Florio

patrickfloriore@gmail.com 
603-557-6663

Jay Gigliotti

jgigliotti.cga@gmail.com 
860-235-3570

Diane Gombieski

gombieski@snet.net
860-977-4857

Faith Farina

faithfarina1@gmail.com 
860-373-6993

Lynn Gardiner

lynngardiner5@gmail.com
860-729-1215

Jim Harrington

jim@harrs.com 
860-966-9966

Danielle Casey

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com 
860-202-6203

Hilary Culver

hilaryculver@gmail.com 
860-310-9715

Emily Cyr

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com
860-805-0451

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
860-883-9005

vikkiwild@gmail.com 
860-922-4141

vanessaaquinoct@gmail.com
860-778-5624

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com
860-918-0165

pjbjr66@gmail.com
860-823-8765

Angela Aresco Vikki BrothersVanessa Aquino Kristie BenjaminPeter Bates Gita Burzycki

gitagrealestate@gmail.com 
860-682-2923

jplandrey@comcast.net 
860-559-5340

JP Landrey Alex Pike

alexpikerealtor@gmail.com
860-930-4164

Catherine McNarry

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com 
860-306-4436

Sandra Lindstrom

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com 
860-334-5815

Filipe Pereira

filipe@wemanagect.com
860-990-9103

Jeff King

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com 
860-710-1323

Lynn Minnick

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com 
860-989-7267

Christopher Passera

cmpassera64@gmail.com 
860-657-6578

Mike Mallon

mjmallon1@live.com 
860-338-5037

Bill Nelson

william.m.nelson@comcast.net 
860-395-9139

Caitlin Reilly

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com 
203-667-7436

Lauren Reis

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com
413 896-3126

Cieara Yanaros

ciearasellsct@gmail.com
860-754-7048

Daniel Walsh

danwalshsells@gmail.com 
860-841-0183

Preston Roth

RothHomesRealty@gmail.com
860-662-0735

Candice Smith

candicesmithproperties@gmail.com 
860-917-4784

Koreen Ryan

koreenryan1@gmail.com 
860-250-6799

Barbara Royea

BarbaraLovesHomes@gmail.com
860-334-8714

Tania Sones

sonesrealtor@gmail.com
860-918-5100

Kristina Segura

seguractrealtor@gmail.com
860-639-1681

Jamie Smigel

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com
860-759-9310

Stacy Soracchi

stacysoracchi@gmail.com
860-534-0333

Michael Varni

michael@harrs.com 
860-335-7380

Gladys Yeager

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net
860-944-9772

Candy Webb

candywebbrealtor@gmail.com
860-377-7510

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton • 121 Broadway, Colchester
www.CarlGuild.com

Kamey Cavanaugh

kameycavanaugh@gmail.com 
860-398-0483

Angela Crane

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com 
860-365-0342

Kira Coon

kiramcoon@gmail.com 
860-575-3177

Laura Beth Collinson

laurabethrealty@gmail.com
860-262-2753

Deva Childs

devachilds@gmail.com
860-796-7796

East Hampton Zone Change
To the Editor:

East Hampton residents should be aware that 
Food Bag has resubmitted a proposed zoning 
change on Main Street. Food Bag has requested 
a zone change from residential to commercial to 
expand their store at Route 16 and Main St. The 
latest proposal is a 4,500-sq. ft. building with 
four gas pump islands, an indoor dining area, 
parking for 24 cars and a food drive-thru exiting 
onto Main Street. The proposal has increased in 
size for a total of 1.93 acres for the site. This is 
over five times the size of the existing site.

Residents should oppose for the following 
reasons:

First, this is not in the Plan of Conservation 
and Development which is the plan for East 
Hampton to expand business and still retain a 
small town feel. In the plan this street is pro-
posed to become professional office/residential. 
Not commercial.

Secondly this is spot zoning. A commercial 
zone in the middle of a residential area goes 
against every principal of planned zoning.

Third, 157 Main St is said to be an eyesore. 

sions. I will ensure that happens.” Until then, 
we wait for Sen. Osten to represent her con-
stituents of the 19th District and suggest those 
fixes to this imperfect bill. Since she’s raised no 
bills this regular session that have anything to 
do with this bill, my question is: when will this 
be addressed by our state senator?

Steve Weir – Hebron

If the town has an issue they should utilize the 
town’s blight ordinance. People should remem-
ber the owner that is proposing this zoning 
change is the one that has put tarps on the roof 
hoping that it will aid their request for a zone 
change. This building is on the national regis-
trar of historic buildings and should not be lost 
forever due to another oversized convenience 
store.

Please voice your opposition to the proposed 
zone change to the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. Don’t let this development begin the 
downfall of Main Street. Once changed there is 
no going back.

Kenneth Dodson – East Hampton

Poor Attendance
To the Editor:

Remember when the pandemic hit, and over 
a hundred parents attended Board of Education 
meetings to learn the fate of our children being 
in-school or virtual? Where has that involve-
ment gone? We are lucky to have a Superin-
tendent who overcommunicates with “Coffee 
Talks,” Superintendent Advisory Council, and 
of course Board of Education meetings. Not 
to mention the intermittent meetings that take 
place specific to the Board of Education bud-
get. These meetings take place at various dif-
ferent times (morning/night) to accommodate 

Waterfowl Not Toys
To the Editor:

Ducklings and goslings are often purchased 
at Easter time as presents for young children. 
The little birds are often injured, even killed, 
by over-handling or an innocent hug. If they 
survive, they are often discarded when no lon-
ger tiny and cute. Most die within months of 
being abandoned (often on ponds) by people 
who think the birds can fend for themselves. 

Not true. They are used to being cared for, so 
if released they will starve to death or be taken 
by predators. They cannot fly or migrate like 
wild waterfowl can, therefore, many will freeze 
to death, some will lose limbs due to frost bite, 
and some will actually freeze onto iced-over 
ponds and lakes if they live long enough to ex-
perience cold weather.

Waterfowl are social creatures and need con-
stant companionship to be happy and healthy; if 
you cannot fill that role, you need to buy more 
than one.

Consider these facts: waterfowl mature in 
6-8 weeks and stand up to 2-3’ tall; require 
vet care; live up to 15 years; cannot fly or fend 
for themselves in the wild; require daily care; 
need shelter from weather and protection from 
predators; clean, fresh water for drinking and 
bathing and proper nutrition (they should never 
be fed bread). Egg-laying females need calcium 
supplements.

Ducks on ponds, whether domestic or wild, 
should never be fed bread or junk foods such as 
chips. They will fill up on those foods instead 
of their natural, nutritious diet, and many will 
develop serious skeletal disorders. Instead of 

bread, choose dry cat food.
Ducklings, goslings (and chicks) are living 

creatures with feelings and needs, not chil-
dren’s playthings. If you still want a one for 
a pet, many abandoned waterfowl are rescued 
by organizations like Majestic Waterfowl. For 
waterfowl adoption and other information visit: 
www.majesticwaterfowl.org

Thank you,
Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

Season Memberships Available
Space Available for Leagues & Group Outings

Call the Clubhouse for Information
Old Hebron Road, Colchester, CT

(860) 537-3223
www.chanticlair.com

Chanticlair Golf Course 
Now Open for the Season!

Public welcome for the following leagues:

★ Ladies – Monday Evenings
 Play begins April 12th 3:30pm

★ Mens – Tuesday Evenings
 Registration & Play April 6th, 13th & 20th 3:00-5:30pm

★ Juniors – Wednesday Mornings
 Starts End of June

★ Ladies & Mens – Mixed League Thursday Mornings
 Play begins May 6th 

★ Couples – Friday Evenings
 Starts End of May - 5pm Shotgun Start

★ Men's Club – Sunday Morning 18 or 9 Holes 
 Play begins April 4th

★ Colchester Senior Center Golf League 
 Starts in May
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Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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East Hampton

Store Hours: Mon-Wed 8-6; Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

East Hampton

Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now In Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery
Call Today!

$530440 $$530530440440320320320

DUMPSTER RENTALS

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$320 + CT sales tax

1.5 tons/3,000 lbs allotted
$95/ton over 1.5 tons

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$440 + CT sales tax

2.5 tons/5,000 lbs allotted
$95/ton over 2.5 tons

Cubic Yard 
Dumpster

$530 
+ CT sales tax

3.5 tons/7,000 lbs tons allotted
$95/ton over 3.5 tons

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE

860-642-7351 • STERLINGSUPERIOR.COM

Limited Time Pricing*

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • NEW ROOFS • HOUSE/BASEMENT CLEANOUTS • YARD DEBRIS & MORE

*Must mention Norwich Times when ordering. Expires April 1, 2021. Free 7 Day Rental. $5 per day after 7 days.
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Throw Out 2020...
Start 2021 with a Dumpster Rental!
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*Must mention Rivereast News Bulletin when ordering. Expires April 1, 2021. Free 7 Day Rental. $5 per day after 7 days.
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryuSa.net

Keith Arcari
Mspt UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
Dpt UNE ’18

Now offering private
treatments that avoid exposure or 

tELEHEALtH video conference visits.

to request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

QUONSET SURPLUS
11/13 Pickering St. • Portland  •  860-342-0612

Open Tues. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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Think Spring!
Large selection of Muck Boots

— Great for the Mud!
Also shorts, t-shirts,

camping supplies
& so much more!

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Zoom Public Hearing Thursday, April 1, 2021 at 7:00 PM. 
Zoning Commission and the Public should utilize the Zoom 
line.
To join the Zoom video meeting: https://zoom.us/j/98302
922109?pwd=cFUrSEdLaXBtQ0IyamVqbllaa25DUT09 
Meeting ID: 983 0292 2109 Passcode: 3Y9DL1
Phone into meeting: 1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 983 0292 2109 Passcode: 039797
Note: Phone in has its own passcode different from the 
video conference passcode.
Application #Z-03-21 – Big Y Foods Inc. (Applicant) OM 
Village LLC (Property Owner) – 1-3-5-7 So Main St. – Con-
venience Store/Gas Station. 
Application #Z-02-21 – Special Permit - Mitch and Hazel 
Lichatz (Applicant/Property Owner) 86 E Hampton Rd - 
music events, comedy nights, dinners. 
Kevin Asklar, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 2TB 3/19, 3/26

everyone’s schedule. There are also always vir-
tual options; you don’t even have to physically 
show up. A meeting last week had only three 
parents join. Three. This is an embarrassment 
for our community and our children. 

We need to lead by example and show our 
children what being involved and informed 
looks like. Please make an effort to join these 
meetings. They are important, and your feed-
back during these meetings is not only wel-

Reprehensible Actions
Dear Caring Readers of the Rivereast:

It is with great sadness that we see hate in the 
form of racism and xenophobia raise its ugly 
head once again. The Marlborough Democratic 
Town Committee stands in support of the AAPI 
Community and those who understand that all 
people are valued regardless of ethnicity, race, 

gender, sexual orientation or religion. The re-
cent actions against Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are reprehensible. These acts of 
hatred as well as the deaths of Black Americans 
this year, underscore the racial injustice and in-
equality that exists at all levels of our society

“There are simply some core values and be-
liefs that should bring us together as Ameri-
cans,” President Biden said during a speech at 
Emory University in Atlanta on Friday. “One of 
them is standing together against hate, against 
racism, the ugly poison that has long haunted 
and plagued our nation.”

How can we as Connecticut citizens help to 
fight against racism and hate in whatever form it 
takes? As we are all citizens of the world, let our 
consideration for all people guide our actions, 
thoughts and caring relationships. Let us inform 
ourselves and be vigilant. Especially during the 
last year, our town demonstrated that we are a 
caring community. Is it hard to expand that car-
ing sentiment to be inclusive of all people? We 
can embrace our differences and rejoice in our 
common bonds of humanity.

We condemn violence and historic and on-
going systemic racism in every form. We stand 
with those who are peacefully working toward 
a just, compassionate and equitable world. We 
value dignity, respect, kindness, and equality, 
and it is our continuing mission to uphold these 

Why Plant Natives?
To the Editor:

I’m binging on nature, pollinators, biodiver-
sity and the future of life as we know it.

 I intended to answer this simple question: 
why plant natives? My research led me to be-
lieve that planting natives was the least we 
could do to stem the effects of the decline in 
biodiversity and our ecosystem. I say least we 
can do, because it is the most simple, respon-
sible act we can do as individuals, and the col-
lective effect by a community can have a huge 
impact.

 Essentially, native plants are advantageous 
because: native plants do not require fertilizers 
and require fewer pesticides than lawns, native 
plants require less water than lawns and help 
prevent erosion, native plants help reduce air 
pollution, native plants provide shelter and food 
for wildlife, native plants promote biodiversity 
and stewardship of our natural heritage, and 
native plants are beautiful and increase scenic 
values!

Individually, we can garden to fight climate 
change by absorbing harmful carbon dioxide, 
removing and storing the carbon and releasing 
oxygen back into the air. Planting native plants 
sequester, or remove, carbon from the air, and 
help us breathe by absorbing odors. Planting 
natives can prevent soil erosion and rainwater 
runoff by encouraging the water to seep into the 
ground rather than run off. 

 So, why plant natives? Because we can. 
With spring in the air, consider a simple 

first step. Plant one native tree in your yard: 
American dogwood (Cornus florida), sweetbay 
magnolia (Magnolia virginiana), serviceberry 
(Amelanchier x grandiflora), red maple (Acer 
rubrum), red oak or white oak (Quercus rubra 
or Quercus alba), redbud (Cercis canadensis), 
maple, native dogwood, Redbud, birch.

 Imagine if we all did do this! How much 
more healthy and beautiful we can green up 
Hebron!

Michele Sinkez
Green Garden Gang

Hebron
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Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLus

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Tick & Mosquito Control Applied
Keep your family & pets safe this season! 

Also Controls Fleas, Gnats, Spiders, Japanese Beetles & More

comed, but encouraged. 
Christina Tammaro-Dzagan – East Hampton

values. We are committed to examining our 
own implicit biases as individuals and as a com-
munity organization, and we will keep actively 
listening and learning.

With concern,
Marlborough Democratic Town Committee

Dianne Dunn Greco, Chairwoman
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25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!

0314cm
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Parts & Service

Colchester is Now Open!
451 OLD HARTFORD ROAD – JUST OFF RT 2

860-603-2368
Jade & sterling
silver pendant
(for prosperity)

$20

INTO THE WOODS 
Gifts inspired by nature...
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106 Bridge Road, Haddam, CT
Wed – Sun, 11 to 6  (860) 985-6321

Crystals  Jewelry  Shells 
Framed Butterflies  Fossils

Full listing visibility on all MLS websites 

Rockoff Realty

Professional home photography

Sign in front of your home and electronic lock box 

Open houses conducted

Experienced, responsive, professional service  

Contract Term 90 days6 months +

Market Analysis & Value Optimization strategy

Traditional 
Broker

Listing Commission $21,000 $7,000

Services Offered:

✓  
✓  
✓  
✓  
✓  
✓  

✓  

✓  

✓  

✓  

?

?

We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that we could deliver 
superior home-selling services for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% or even 3% traditionally charged. 

Since then we have sold 141 homes all across Connecticut at a 1% listing fee - and there are no gimmicks or 
hidden fees!

If you would like to sell your home, receive superior service, and save 
thousands of dollars, call Kevin Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, at 860-882-9598. 

You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn more about our “1% Full-
Service Listings”! 

If So, Please Consider Our 
“1% Full-Service Listings”

Selling Your Home?

Rockoff Realty LLC, 29 Lake Road, Amston, CT 06231

Ju
st 

Sold 

March 2
02

1!

Superior Results at a Fraction of the Commission!

16 Drumlin Road, S. Glastonbury - Sold for $700,000 - Our clients saved $14,000!*

*Savings based on Rockoff Realty having charged a 1% listing fee vs. 3% otherwise  charged by another Realtor. 
The Buyer Broker fee, if any, is separate and determined by the Seller.

Our clients said: “Kevin and Cathie at Rockoff Realty delivered on their promises to sell our home and, on 
top of that, saved us thousands on commissions vs. some other Realtors we spoke with. The entire process 
was a pleasure throughout, from the initial phone interview, assessing the local market, assisting with pre-

staging ideas, hosting an open house, and facilitating the negotiations, culminating in a smooth and on-time 
closing. We couldnÕt be more satisÞed and would highly recommend you reach out to them if you are 

considering selling your home.  Dr. Jamie and Cristina Roche”
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-342-5240
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Celebrate Spring at

17 Hebron Ave.
Now Open Daily
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Brighten up your home with...
Colorful Spring Door Wreaths or Baskets

Lovely Arrangement to Compliment Your Home Decor
Wonderful Home Accessories & Gifts for Every Occasion

Custom Work is Our Specialty

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is currently closed to the public until further no-
tice. Staff is still working, however. For more 
information or full program descriptions, call 
860-342-6760 or email Mary Pont at mpont@
portlandct.org or Carol Revicki at crevicki@
portlandct.org. Hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8-11 a.m. 

AARP Income Tax Assistance: A reminder 
for those people with appointments: Pick up an 
Intake Form from the senior center. A box of 
forms will be at the side entrance of the center 
Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 
3 p.m. Have the form completed prior to com-
ing in for your appointment. When arriving for 
your appointment, remain in your vehicle; an 
AARP volunteer will come out to obtain your 
paperwork.

COVID-19 Vaccinations: For Portland resi-
dents age 65 and up, there are several ways to 
register for the vaccine. To start the process, go 
to dphsubmissions.ct.gov/OnlineVaccine; call 
Connecticut’s Vaccine Appointment Assist Line 
at 877-918-2224, seven days a week, from 8 
a.m.-8 p.m.; or call Info Line 211. Due to high 
volume, hold times may vary. You may also go 
to the AARP website, at www.aarp.org/CTvac-
cine, or call Middlesex Health at 860-358-7050.

Live Well Free Workshop – “Active Living 
Everyday Toolkit”: The toolkit can be sent di-
rectly to participants at no cost and includes a 
Living a Healthy Life Book, instruction book-
let and exercise and relaxation CDs. There will 
be weekly phone calls from a trained Live Well 
leader. The program begins Monday, March 29, 
at 12:30 p.m., and runs for six weeks. Call the 
center to register.

Celebrate National Nutrition Month – 
Personalize Your Plate!: Wednesday, March 
31, 1 p.m., presented by Alison Dvorak, MS, 
RDN, CD-N. Dvorak will discuss ways to tailor 
a healthful eating plan just for you. Register at 
www.aarp.org/ctevents.

T’ai Chi & Qigong with Tom Cushing: The 
new session runs through April 22 and classes 
are held Thursdays, 10-10:30 a.m., via Zoom, 
Cost is $40 per session, payable to Portland Se-
nior Center. Call the center to register.

Bocce, Anyone?: Bocce is coming soon to 
the Route 17 park, on Wednesdays at 1 p.m., 
weather permitting. Open to both men and 
women. Call the center if interested.

Light Aerobics: With warmer weather com-
ing, the senior center will start back up the light 
aerobics class, held Monday/Wednesday/Fri-
day, 9:30-10:30 a.m., outside at the Route 17 
park, weather permitting. Call the center if in-
terested; a start-up date will be announced.

Coupons for Troops: The program revolves 
around cutting manufacturer’s coupons, which 
will then be donated to overseas and domestic 
military families. The military will accept cou-
pons up to six months past their expiration date. 
If interested in helping, contact the center. Any-
one who has coupons not being used may drop 
them off at the senior center; call the center to 
make arrangements.

Watercolor Lessons with Bivenne Staiger: 
While lessons at the center are currently on 
hold, seniors may take online lessons with 
Staiger through Yale Peabody Museum’s Natu-
ral Sciences Illustration Program. Visit www.
peabody.yale.edu for more information or email 
bivenne@yahoo.com.

First Congregational Church News 
First Congregational Church of Portland is 

a member of the United Church of Christ de-
nomination, and is an Open and Affirming con-
gregation. It is located at 554 Main St.

Although the church continues to worship 
virtually, preparations are underway for Holy 
Week, which begins March 28. Virtual church 
school is offered weekly by Ann Labby, Direc-
tor of Christian Education.

Palm Sunday will be observed March 28, 
with the worship service on the church’s You-
Tube channel, First Church of Portland, CT.

On April 1, a Maundy Thursday Service with 
the Sacrament of Communion and Words of 
Tenebrae will be livestreamed on YouTube at 7 
p.m., and will be available for later viewing as 
well.

An Easter event for children will be offered 
Saturday, April 3, from 10 a.m.-noon, in the 

field behind the church. There will be activities 
for the children, including an Easter Egg Hunt 
and prizes for all. Masks and social distancing 
will be required.

An Easter Sunrise Service will be held at 6:15 
a.m. April 4. Social distancing will be observed 
and masks will be required at this in-person 
gathering in the area of the Memorial Garden 
Gazebo, behind the church. The Easter Worship 
Service will be available on YouTube.

The church recently launched a weekly e-
newsletter, The Weekly Word. Anyone wishing 
to be added to the mailing lists (both electronic 
and Postal Service) of this congregation should 
email first.church.pct@sbcglobal.net, or leave a 
message at 860-342-3244. For more informa-
tion, look for the church on Facebook at The 
First Congregational Church of Portland, or 
visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has 

made the following announcements. Regis-
tration required unless noted. For more in-
formation and full program descriptions, visit 
www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-
6770. The library is also on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Library Reopens: The library is now al-
lowing entry for brief visits to browse and 
borrow books, use computers and more. 
Facemasks for those over the age of two, 
social distancing and use of sanitizer upon 
entering are required. Call ahead to book an 
appointment before your visit; walk-ins may 
be allowed but cannot always be accommo-
dated due to limits on the number of visitors 
allowed in the building. Computers and wire-
less access in the building are available by 
appointment. Curbside delivery of requested 
items also continues. Call for more informa-

tion. available by appointment. “Curbside 
Delivery” of requested items also continues. 

Holiday Closing: The library will be 
closed Friday, April 2, for Good Friday.

Youth Programs: Preschool Science: 
Tuesday, March 30, 10 a.m. via Zoom, for 
ages 3-5. Registration required; space is lim-
ited. Supplies can be picked up in advance; a 
Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours 
of the event.

Online Storytime: Tuesdays, April 6-27, 
at 10 a.m., via Zoom. Registration is required 
for each week and space is limited. Supplies 
can be picked up in advance; a Zoom link will 
be provided within 24 hours of each program.

Adult Program: Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, April 20, 1 p.m. All is Not 
Forgotten by Wendy Walker will be dis-
cussed. 
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Ronald W. Kutz, Esq.
— General Practice of law —

Small Business Law/LLC’s
Landlord /Tenant/Evictions

Real Estate Purchases & Sales

KuTz LaW OffiCE L.L.C., Portland Executive Center
262 Marlborough Street, Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4369 • www.kutzlawoffice.com
www.ctconservatorshiplawyer.com

Wills • Probate • Conservatorships • Elder Law
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Piano Tuning 
& Repair

James Garrett
860-295-9071
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Former Elmcrest Worker Remembers Andrew McClain 
by Jack Lakowsky

Twenty-three years ago this week, an 11-year-
old patient of the now-defunct Elmcrest Psychi-
atric Hospital was killed after two adult hospital 
staff trying to restrain the developmentally-dis-
abled boy suffocated him beneath their com-
bined bodyweight. 

His name was Andrew McClain. 
Brian Cohen worked at Elmcrest as a mental 

health aid from 1989 to 1999. He resigned from 
the former mental health hospital in protest over 
the boy’s death, which he said was the tragic 
culmination of a long history of neglect, abuse 
and administrative incompetence at Elmcrest. 

“I was the whistleblower who blew this up,” 
Cohen told the Rivereast on Monday.

The former Elmcrest site, now dubbed Brain-
erd Place, is currently awaiting development as 
a mixed-use commercial property. 

Cohen, now an artist and activist for patients’ 
rights, wants to honor Andrew through a dona-
tion of memorial art to the Portland property. 

Cohen said awareness of the issue is far too 
little, and felt that its obscurity is in no small 
part due to the victim’s being Black, having one 
eye and living with special needs. 

Cohen said people like Andrew are far too 
easily taken advantage of. 

“I’m trying to figure out how to pay tribute to 

the kid, and how to get people involved,” said 
Cohen. 

Cohen’s hope is that, once work on Brainerd 
Place is completed, he could donate for free 
public art memorializing the boy’s untimely 
death. Cohen, a resident of Chaplin, posted his 
idea to Portland social media forums. 

The Rivereast exchanged a few expository 
emails with an engineer representing the de-
veloper, but never received a definitive answer 
about accepting the art. 

The Rivereast was also unable to find rel-
evant contact information for the site’s listed 
owner, Portland Perry Associates, LLC.

On Tuesday, Portland First Selectwoman Su-
san Bransfield said Andrew’s memory is more 
than worth honoring, but that Cohen and the 
developer must discuss it between themselves. 
The boy died before Bransfield took office, al-
though she was a Board of Selectmen member 
at the time. 

The Rivereast was unable to find in the many 
articles that reported Andrew’s death any state-
ments or quotes from Portland officials. Brans-
field said she does not know why none were 
released, or whether town officials were inter-
viewed in the first place. 

The Killing of a Child
“Andrew McClain spent the last night of his 

life sleeping on a mattress tossed on the floor,” 
Cohen said. 

Cohen said Elmcrest was overcrowded, with 
patients of all ages – children, adolescents and 
adults. As a result, patients were forced to sleep 
on floor-bound mattresses, and children were 
mixed with adults, among whom were convict-
ed sex offenders. 

Forcing patients to sleep on the floor was 
common practice at Elmcrest. The hospital 
called these individuals “sleepers,” according to 
documents shared by Cohen. 

Cohen alleged the hospital’s director at the 
time, Michael Suchopar, knowingly crowded 
past capacity to make Elmcrest more attractive 
to Hartford’s St. Francis Hospital, who bought 
the place in January 1998, just a few months 
before the boy’s death. 

Upon partnering with St. Francis, Cohen said 
he and multiple staff complained internally and 
to the state. He said with the St. Francis take-
over, Elmcrest went from for-profit to nonprofit, 
and he hoped this would mean more effective 
remediation. 

He was proven wrong. 
Among the neglect at Elmcrest was short-

staffing, Cohen said. Adequate – and statutory 
– numbers of nurses, aids and other staff were 
not supplied. 

A month before Andrew’s death, a February 
1998 report to the state by hospital staff said the 
children at Elmcrest Psychiatric Hospital were 
in danger due to mixing adults with children, 
including one adult with “a history of sexual 
felony.”

Even under investigation after Andrew’s 
death, the hospital short staffed, and this is 
blamed for an incident of sexual contact be-
tween two minor patients. 

According to a May 1998 New York Times 
report, state officials concluded that the actions 
of the workers who killed Andrew were abusive 
and that the hospital itself was negligent in its 
staff training. 

However, no charges were filed against the 
workers or hospital administrators, according to 
the Hartford Courant. 

At the time, the Connecticut Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) concluded An-
drew’s behavior did not warrant restraint. 

The state’s medical examiner confirmed the 
boy was crushed to death when workers used 
their weight to restrain him on the floor of a 
padded “timeout” room. He’d been at Elmcrest 
four days. 

The boy weighed 90 pounds and was about 
4’6, according to U.S. Senate legislation intro-
duced after the boy’s death. 

Andrew’s short life was one of hardship. 
From 3 years old onward, Andrew lived in 

various foster care facilities. He was placed in 
foster care after injuries caused blindness in his 
left eye. 

He’d been repeatedly hospitalized for psychi-

atric reasons, according to the Times.
The Times reported that, at breakfast the 

morning of March 22, 1998, Andrew argued 
with another child, and he punched his own 
hand in front of the other child’s face. Andrew 
refused to move to another table, and so was 
brought to a padded cell. 

Andrew became distraught and resisted 
which, tragically, resulted in his violent death. 

Andrew was not the last to die at Elmcrest. In 
2000, an adult patient, Barbara Beninato, died 
from a medication overdose while she was in 
“seclusion,” according to Cohen. 

Two months after Beninato’s death, Suchopar 
and hospital president and CEO Dr. Anthony 
Ferrante abruptly resigned, according to the 
Hartford Courant.

Elmcrest never recovered from the massive 
fines and cuts in state funding resulting from 
the deaths and abuse. It closed in 2003. 

Cohen said the hospital was hit with one of 
the biggest punitive fines in the history of the 
federal Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices.

Following Elmcrest, Suchopar went on to be 
executive director of the Lake Grove school in 
Durham, and was in this role when it was closed 
for what then-Attorney General Richard Blu-
menthal’s office reported as “grossly serious” 
violations, ranging from financial mismanage-
ment, inadequate supply, failure to provide 
good care and to check employee backgrounds. 

The school, according to the Hartford Cou-
rant, provided treatment and schooling for boys 
and girls with serious behavioral problems.

In 2005, when federal authorities began in-
vestigating Lake Grove, Suchopar told the Cou-
rant, “I welcome any investigation [and am] 
confident they’re not going to find any prob-
lems.”

DCF removed the children after Lake Grove 
failed to comply with standards and improve 
its practices for two probationary years. Lake 
Grove has also since closed. 

Ultimately, state officials concluded that the 
issues at Lake Grove were unsurprising, say-
ing in their 2008 final report that these “acute 
events [were not new], but what [have come] to 
be recognized as chronic, continuous, deficient, 
neglectful, and even abusive care of children 
placed there.”

Following his time at Lake Grove, Suchopar 
went on to run the Boys and Girls Club in Bris-
tol. He began that job in 2006 and retired in 
December 2020. Boys and Girls Club of Bris-
tol did not respond to a request for comment, 
and Suchopar was unable to be reached for this 
story.

Awareness Equals Accountability
Cohen said he has a deep wish to give voice to 

the story of a boy who was never able to tell his 
own, but that the art would also be a reminder to 
Portland, and anyone who sees it, that marginal-
ized people like Andrew, a Black mentally- and 
physically-disabled child, are easy targets for 
bad actors. 

He advised anyone with family in nursing 
home, rehabilitation clinics or other like facili-
ties to regularly check in with their loved ones 
to ensure care and practices are sufficient.

Cohen said he has, at great personal cost to 
himself, tried to garner some form of justice 
and recognition for Andrew, including lobbying 
in Hartford and public art exhibits. 

“I’m inquiring to the powers-that-be [at 
Brainerd Place] about this donation of memo-
rial art, to keep Andrew’s legacy going, to help 
people learn facts so they can’t be covered up,” 
Cohen said. “Mental illness affects many, many 
people, and there should be no stigma against 
them.”

After McClain’s death, the Courant released 
an investigative report that uncovered a large 
number of patient-restraint deaths in psychiat-
ric facilities – 142 in 30 states. More than one-
fourth of those deaths were children under 17, 
many of them suffocated. 

Spurred by this report, then-Connecticut 
Senators Joe Lieberman and Chris Dodd, along 
with Congressional Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D- 
New Haven), introduced legislation banning 
the restraints unless approved in writing by a 
physician or under dire emergencies. 

The 1999 bill also required facilities to report 
deaths and injuries.

“The death of Andrew McClain is really what 
provoked in many ways the series of articles 
prepared and written by the Courant,” Dodd 
told the Senate.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church is offering several 

opportunities for worship during the Lenten 
season. 

Evening services, or “Compline,” are 
livestreamed to Zion’s Facebook page at 7 
p.m. each Wednesday and then posted on the 
YouTube the following day. 

Sunday morning worship services are post-
ed on YouTube after 9 a.m. Bulletins for each 
service are available on the church website at 
zionlutheranportland.org. 

Holy Week and Easter Sunday services in-
clude: 

March 28: Palm/Passion Sunday – Blessing 
of Palms at 9 a.m. in person outside the church 
entrance; virtual worship will be available on 
YouTube. 

April 1: Maundy Thursday – Prayer Sta-
tions at home. The service will be emailed, 

made available for download online, or a pa-
per copy mailed upon request. 

April 2: Good Friday – Tenebrae service 
posted on YouTube at noon. 

April 4: Easter Sunday – Virtual worship 
posted on YouTube at 9 a.m.; an in-person 
Holy Communion service will be in the park-
ing lot at 11 a.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 
William St. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. The 
community is welcome to participate in all 
worship services and special events. Call the 
church at 860-342-2860 to be added to the 
weekly email blast. 

For more information, or if you are in need 
of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Fireside Supply Inc.
33 East Street

Hebron
860.228.1383 

Large selection on 
sale and in stock!

     

Under
the Tent!
     

     
Rain or 
Shine!
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PELLET GRILLS
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WiFi Smart Control

Customer Appreciation Day!

Grill Season 

Launch!
Year End 

Stove Sale!

Jeff Pitchell
performing live 
Saturday 1-3pm

             

             

Friday
April 2nd

Saturday
April 3rd&
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K I T C H E N S  &  R E M O D E L I N G

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lice. #HIC.0624389

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-342-
6757. For more information, call 860-342-6757 
or email nfoley@portlandct.org or adionne@
portlandct.org.

Do-It-At-Home Doodlekits with Abraka-
doodle: If a member of your household is inter-
ested in virtual art classes but unable to commit 
to a weekly class, then check out Abrakadoo-
dle’s new DoodleKits five projects based on five 
artists with all brand new materials included, 
packaged in a basket for the holiday or for your 
own use. Participants have the option of doing 
their crafts with Abrakadoodle over Zoom, but 
this is not required. Fee: $55 per basket.

Take-Home Easter Egg Hunt: For $5 you 
may purchase a kit with 40 pre-filled Easter 
eggs (half of the eggs will have candy and half 
will have little toys, stickers and temporary tat-
toos), and an Easter-themed printout. The print 
will include recommendations of where to hide 
eggs, as well as coloring pages, a word search 
and crossword puzzle.

Indoor/Outdoor Athletic Skills Clinics: 
Parks and Rec. is offering Baseball Speed and 
Conditioning clinics and Basketball Skills/Ver-
tical Jump clinics. Each will be broken up into 
three different groups (grades 2-4, 5-6 and 7-8). 
Clinics begin in April. For more information, 
including dates, or to register for free trials, 
visit the website.

Zumba with Val at the Riverfront: Wednes-
days, April 14-June 2, 6-7 p.m., at Riverfront 
Park. Those under 18 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Fee: $50, or $8 per week drop-in fee. 
There will be a free trial class April 7; registra-
tion required.

Second Chance Babysitting Course: Thurs-
day, April 15, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., held at A Second 
Chance’s Durham facility. This course includes 
CPR and AED for training for adults, children 
and infants. Participants will be CPR, First Aid 
and AED certified for two years by the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Fee: $80. All partici-
pants will receive an American Heart Associa-
tion Pediatric Book that reinforces all the topics 

covered in the course.
Boat America – Online Boating Safety 

Course: April 12, 14 and 19, 6:30-9 p.m., via 
Zoom. This eight-hour course enables the stu-
dent to apply for the Connecticut Certificate of 
Personal Watercraft Operation, letting them op-
erate a boat up to 65’ or a personal watercraft. 
Course also includes the Safe Water Skiing en-
dorsement. Fee: $60; additional participant fee: 
$55. 

Virtual Paint Night: Thursday, April 22, 7-9 
p.m., via Zoom. Each participant will receive a 
canvas board and paints for the evening. Paint 
brushes can be purchased for an add-on fee of 
$5. If you have your own brushes, this is not 
required. Fee: $22. 

Skyhawks – MultiSport (Baseball, Bas-
ketball and Soccer): Saturdays, May 1-22, at 
Riverfront Park. This class uses age-appropriate 
games and activities to explore balance, hand/
eye coordination, fitness, sport skills and child 
development. Parent participation required for 
ages 2-3.5 years. Fee: $79. Schedule: 9-9:45 
a.m. for age 2; 10-10:45 a.m. for age 3; 11-
11:45 a.m. for ages 4-5.

Men’s Softball: Games tentatively start 
the first week of May and the season ends in 
August. Games are played at Nolan Field at 
Brownstone Park. Contact Derek Zatarain at 
derekzatarain@gmail.com by the end of March 
for league interest and team placement.

Abrakadoodle – Storytellers in the Park: 
Starting Thursday, May 6, Parks and Rec. will 
offer an outdoor art enrichment program with 
Abrakadoodle at Riverfront Park. Make Art 
that tells stories about cultures from around the 
world. Fee is $65. Time is 9:30-10:15 a.m. for 
ages 2-3; 10:30-11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5; and 
4-4:45 p.m. for ages 5 and up.

Golf Workshops with Gerry D’Amora: 
Junior Workshop: The youth golf clinics for 
grades K-2, 3-5, and 6-8 will return in May, 
with registrations being accepted for a second 
clinic in June. Contact Parks and Rec. to save a 
spot. The Ladies Clinic will start in mid-May. 
More information to follow; space is limited.

Sportsmanship Awards Presented

 Portland Little League recently honored the four 2020 Ben Foley Sportsmanship 
Award winners. From left are Lily Hale, Lily Otero, James McMicken and Jack 
Halinean.

Portland Little League recently honored the 
2020 Ben Foley Sportsmanship Award winners. 
The winners are: Lily Hale (Softball Minors), 
Lily Otero (Softball Majors), James McMicken 
(Baseball Majors) and Jack Halinean (Baseball 
Minors).

Portland Little League annually awards a 
number of select players from its entire baseball 
community with the Ben Foley Sportsmanship 
Award. The Ben award was created in 2002 to 
honor players who have exhibited one or more 
of the ideals of sportsmanship, including fair-
ness, civility, honesty, unselfishness, respect 
and responsibility.

During his Little League baseball career, at 
the age of 13, Ben Foley had a brain aneurysm, 
which left him unable to ever play again. The 
award was created to honor Ben’s passion, en-
thusiasm and respect for the game.

The nominees and the recipients of the award 
are deemed leaders on and off the field, show 
respect for their fellow opponents, managers 
and umpires, and show a love for the game. 
There is no higher award given in Portland Lit-
tle League.

Portland Little League’s 2021 season will be-
gin April 24.

Church to Offer 300th Anniversary Event
The 300th Anniversary Committee of the 

First Congregational Church in Portland invites 
all to stop by the Memorial Garden gazebo at 
the church, 554 Main St., on Saturday, April 3, 
from 10 a.m.-noon, to view pictures of the old-
est church in town. 

Founded Oct. 25, 1721, the church history is 
also the early history of the town of Portland, 
which was incorporated in 1841. The Rev. Dan-
iel Newell was the first minister and he along 
with the other 28 original members are memo-
rialized with their names and dates of birth and 
death on engraved pavers that line the walk-
way to the gazebo. This new church became 

the Third Church of Middletown in the newly 
formed Society of East Middletown.

Available for purchase at the April 3 event 
will be a recently-published book, The History 
of the First Congregational Church of Port-
land, and a special-edition Woodbury pewter 
ornament. Cost of the book is $20 and the an-
niversary ornament is $12. Also for sale will be 
a special line of photo greeting cards made by 
church member Diane Burgess. 

Attendees should wear a facemask and main-
tain social distancing throughout this event. For 
more information, call Nancy Johnson at 860-
342-4098.

RE3-26-21
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
44 years of local real estate experience

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016-2017- 2018-2019 -2020**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016-2017-2018-2019 2020**

**Based on ranking of all agents as compiled by ct Mls.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $19
Juniors & Seniors $16

Hebron’S only barber SHop

860-888-2428

Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm; Thursday noon-7pm;

saturday 8:00am-noon; sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers Friday & Saturday
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Member:
American Academy

of Cosmetic Dentistry;
ADA, ACOI, CSDA, HDS;
DDS – Georgetown UDS

Member:
Fellow Academy of 
General Dentistry;

ADA, CSDA, HDS, ITI,
DDS – Georgetown UDS

Steven M. Balloch, DDS
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2008 • 2009 • 2010 • 2011 • 2012 • 2013
2014 • 2015 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018 • 2019

*Hartford Magazine • Connecticut Magazine

860-659-8660

Dr. Jeffrey Glavin

Dr. Steven Balloch
Personalized Dental Care for Beautiful Smiles

Award Winning 

Cosmetic Dentistry

300 Hebron Avenue • Suite 112
GlAStonbury

u a
r

Visit our amazing
Smile Gallery at

www.hartfordcosmeticdentist.com
See the Results you could have!

Columbia Glass, Inc.
Serving Eastern CT Since 1953

Hooo has broken or fogged glass?
Double pane windows fixed FAST! Screens, 

Mirror, Tabletops, Plexi, Lexan. Glass 
Railings, Barn Windows, Storms & more!

860-228-8485
127 Rte 66 East, Columbia 
M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 noon

www.columbiaglassct.com
CT LiC.# 0519877 R
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Town Offices to Reopen to Public April 5
by Sloan Brewster

Hebron town offices are reopening the Mon-
day after Easter.

At last Thursday’s Board of Selectmen meet-
ing, Town Manager Andrew Tierney said he 
was shooting to make sure all proper protocols 
are in place to have the doors on the buildings 
open April 5.

“We’ll be working with the Chatham Health 
District, but the date set right now is April 5,” 
he said.

At the March 4 meeting, Tierney said the li-
brary had opened in February, and earlier this 
month, Gov. Ned Lamont eased some restric-
tions on churches, gyms, restaurants and bars, 
which have had mandated reduced capacity due 
to the pandemic.

In a phone call Monday, Tierney said he was 
reaching out to department heads and working 
on getting the staff vaccinated for COVID-19 
ahead of the opening.

“We’re trying to get everybody vaccinated,” 
he told selectmen.

On Wednesday, he said most eligible staffers 
had received at least their first shot of the two-
dose vaccine.

Tierney said the vaccine was not mandatory, 
but that town officials were suggesting employ-
ees get it. 

“I think there are some people that don’t want 
it,” he said.

Town offices have been closed since Novem-
ber, when an in-person meeting of Hebron’s 
clerical union led to the need for all employees 
to be tested for COVID-19.

Tierney said then that he had received a call 
from an employee of the Public Works Depart-
ment who had tested positive for the virus and 
through contact tracing learned the union held 
an in-person meeting. The employee who tested 
positive was at that meeting, Tierney said. 

Based on concerns that all town employees 
were exposed, Tierney said then that they were 
all being tested. The town manager was among 
employees to come back with a positive result.

Last Thursday, Tierney told the board he had 
taken another test and had received the results 
that afternoon.

“It’s negative, so I’m good to go,” he said.
While the offices were closed the town con-

tinued to offer most services with many docu-
ments available online. Residents could also go 
to the offices, call in for help and wait at the 

door for a staffer to come outside to address 
their needs.

“We really weren’t denying any services oth-
er than notary,” Tierney said. “We tried to deal 
with everybody as best we could.”

Tierney said he was pleased that voters will 
be able to make their voices heard about the 
proposed spending plan for the next fiscal year.

“I’m just glad we’re going to be able to have 
a referendum vote in person; that’s important,” 
he said.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
Pastor Dana Hallenbeck and the members of 

Christ Lutheran Church (LCMS) invite all to 
join them for Sunday worship. The church is lo-
cated at 330 Church St. For more information, 
call 860-228-1152, visit www.CLCHebron.org 
or ‘like’ the church at facebook.com/CLCH-
ebron for up-to-date news and announcements. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m., an in-
person Divine Service is held. All are invited. 
For current safety protocols and the latest pan-
demic announcements, visit www.clchebron.
org/open. Details on online streams of the ser-
vice are at www.clchebron.org/online.

Saturday Worship: First Saturday of the 
month at 5 p.m. This is a service for higher-risk 
individuals. There are elevated levels of proto-
cols, masks are required, and there is no sing-
ing. Communion is offered. 

Maundy Thursday: April 1. Service in per-
son at 7 p.m.

Good Friday: April 2. Service in person at 

7 p.m.
Easter Sunday: April 4. There will be a Sun-

rise service at 6:30 a.m. and a service at 9 a.m.
Online Sunday Bible Study: Will meet 

again every Sunday at 7 p.m. To attend, go to 
global.gotomeeting.com/join/713476005. You 
can also dial in by calling 312-757-3121, fol-
lowed by the access code: 713-476-005.

Caring Shepherds: The Next Open Pantry 
will be on April 10; call Caring Shepherds min-
istry for more information at 860-494-0431. 
Caring Shepherds shares the gospel and pro-
vides free basic need items to those in need.

Sunday School: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., in 
person and also livestreamed at facebook.com/
CLCHebron.

Youth Group, Wednesday In-Person Bible 
Study: All on hiatus until further notice.

Early Childhood Center: Open to people of 
all faiths. For more information or current offer-
ings call 860-228-5134.

Church of the Holy Family News
Masses are celebrated at Church of the Holy 

Family, on a limited attendance basis, at the fol-
lowing times: Weekend Masses are Saturday at 
5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and weekday 
Masses are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 
6:30 a.m. The church is located at 185 Church St. 

Livestreamed Masses continue every Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. until further notice. Visit holyfamily-
hebron.org for more information. The church can 
be reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items year-round for the 
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, 
which provides assistance to homeless adults. 
The center requests donations of waterproof 
two-person tents, sleeping bags, tarps (green or 
brown; no blue), tent rope and small flashlights 
with corresponding batteries, for their clients liv-
ing outdoors after the overnight program ends. 

The “overflow” shelter, set up to allow for great-
er social distancing, will close March 31 and the 
main shelter will close for overnight stays effec-
tive May 1.

Other needs: men’s boxer shorts (L,XL, XXL) 
and white or solid color crew neck T-shirts and 
women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); men’s sweatpants 
(L,XL,XXL); snack bars (granola, protein, etc.); 
bottled water; toilet paper; men’s and women’s 
stick deodorant; disposable razors and shaving 
cream; Latex or vinyl gloves (L and XL only); 
paper towels (always needed); paper facemasks; 
Pine-Sol or other concentrated floor cleaners; 
disinfectant wipes and sprays; bleach; and ear 
buds for cell phones. Place donations of goods in 
the designated collection box next to the church’s 
Cry Room. Place large quantities of donations in 
the Cry Room. For more information, call Moni-
ca or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open 

and Affirming Congregation located at Gilead 
Street and Meeting House Road, has announced 
the following. For more information, visit gile-
adchurchucc.org, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, 
or call Pastor Denise Esslinger at the church of-
fice at 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: This Sunday, March 28, 
worship will be via livestream only, at 10 a.m. 
People can watch on either YouTube or Face-
book. For YouTube, go to www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC. Click on ‘subscribe’ to be notified 
of future livestreams or new videos. For Face-
book, go to tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC. 
Recordings of services will be available on ei-
ther platform after the service.

Holy Week and Easter Sunday Services: 
In-person worship services resume Maundy 
Thursday, April 1. Services will continue to be 
livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Safety 
protocols will be in place and are detailed on 

the church website. Those attending the ser-
vices are also asked to sign up ahead of time 
as seating is limited in order to maintain social 
distancing. 

On Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 7 p.m., 
there will be a Tenebrae worship service with 
communion in the sanctuary. To attend, contact 
the church office at gcc@gileadchurch.net.

On Easter Sunday, April 4, there will be a 
Sunrise Service in the field behind the church 
at 6:30 a.m. There will be two Easter Festival 
Worship Services in the sanctuary, at 8:30 and 
10 a.m.; to attend one of the two services, email 
gcc@gileadchurch.net.

Bible Study on Zoom: Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m., led by the Rev. Bob Woodward. The group 
is discussing the Book of Ruth, and will then 
begin Jonah. All are invited; come when you 
can. For more info, or assistance with Zoom, 
contact the church office. 

Dean’s List
Charlotte Pintavalle of Amston made the fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Simmons University in 
Boston.



NEWS BULLETIN • March 26, 2021 Page 11

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

R
E

5-
15

-2
0

FIVE STAR
AGENTS

2010 – 2020

RE/max Right Choice

Number One Sales Team 
in Hebron 2007, 2010, 

2014 and 2018.
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Fully Insured Free estImates

Serving Hebron and Surrounding Towns Since 1994

Call Kevin at 860-228-1547

Complete Grounds Maintenance for your Home or Business
 Weekly Lawn Mowing
 Lawns Dethatched
 Fertilization Programs

 Spring/Fall Yard Cleanups
 Planting Beds Mulched
 Shrubs & Hedges Pruned

Hope Valley
lawn Care

Contact me for a
FREE

Market Analysis

The Spring Market is 
around the corner
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1https://www.zillow.com/profile/toddhatfield/

for Zillow reviews and testimonials

Todd Hatfield ABR®

“Helping You Find Home”

860-539-9924

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Library Open: The library building has re-
opened to the public for computer use, mate-
rials browsing, and other limited services. All 
patrons will be required to wear masks and 
practice social distancing, Curbside pick-up 
requests will continue to be filled in the lobby 
of the building. Hours: Monday and Wednes-
day, noon-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. The library will be open for curbside pick-
up only (no building access) on Friday from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The library is closed on Sunday.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Friday, April 2, for Good Friday. It will reopen 
Saturday at 10 a.m.

Children’s Department: Browse the online 
catalog to see the new selections. Titles are 
available for lobby pick-up. In the lobby, there 
are themed children’s activity kits added week-
ly; first-come, first-served. Also, in addition to 
the regular recorded story times, the library of-
fers a special series for children aged 3-8, re-
leased each Friday on the library website and 
YouTube. An accompanying activity or craft is 
available to pick up each week in the library’s 
lobby. Upcoming books and crafts: March 
26, Miss Brooks Love Books (and I Don’t) by 
Barbara Bottner, then make a monster-themed 
bookmark for your own favorite book; April 2, 
Kate, Who Tamed the Wind by Liz Garton Scan-
lon and How to Find a Bird by Jennifer Ward 
– then go on a nature scavenger hunt, and build 
a bird feeder at home.

Adult & Teen Crafts: In the lobby is the 
monthly Take & Make craft bag. April features 
a flower seeds sprouting project. The kit in-
cludes seeds, soil, and plastic pot. Kits available 
for pickup during normal business hours; only 
one per household.

Teen Video Game Tournament: Thursday, 

April 1, 2:30-4 p.m., via Zoom. The winner will 
get a GameStop gift card. Register online. 

Out Of Rushmore’s Shadow: Friday, April 
16, 1 p.m. In this virtual presentation, storytell-
er Lou Del Bianco will portray his grandfather, 
Luigi Del Bianco, and talks about his unsung 
contribution as chief carver on Mount Rush-
more, which turns 80 this year.  

Lotus Flower Lantern Craft Zoom Work-
shop: On Thursday, April 22, via Zoom, the 
Korean Spirit and Culture Project will walk par-
ticipants through the creation of a lotus flower 
lantern and share information about Korean 
history and culture. There is no charge to par-
ticipate, but registration required. For ages 13 
and up. 

Teen Trivia – Decades: Friday, April 16, 2 
p.m. Teens will answer trivia questions themed 
around the ‘80s, ‘90s, ‘00s, and ‘10s. The win-
ner gets a prize. Registration required. 

Teen Advisory Board: Friday, April 30, 2-3 
p.m., via Zoom. Teens will help plan fun things 
to do at the library. Registration required. See 
the Teen Volunteering page on the library web-
site for more information.

Tax Forms: The Connecticut DRS will not 
send the library tax booklets containing forms 
and instructions this year; however, the library 
will receive IRS forms 1040 and 1040 SR and 
instruction books for distribution. If you need 
other forms, call the main desk to have a copy 
printed and placed with curbside pickup items. 

Returns: To avoid unnecessary handling of 
items, patrons are asked to return any items to 
the outside book and DVD drops. These items 
are put in quarantine for 48 hours prior to check-
ing in, and will be backdated upon check-in. 

Holds and Renewals: To renew or place a 
hold on items, log into your account at doug-
laslibrary.org; access the Acorn Catalog app on 
your mobile device; or call the library during 
business hours. Call for assistance logging into 
your account or to reset your password.

Ecumenical Easter 
Sunrise Service

All are invited to an Ecumenical Easter 
Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. Sunday, April 
4, in the field behind Gilead Congregation-
al Church, 672 Gilead St.

Hebron clergy will lead this service. 
Facemasks are required and social dis-
tancing will be practiced. People will be 
invited to join in the prayers, but there will 
be no singing along with the hymns.

Residents Sought to Serve
The Board of Selectmen is seeking residents 

to serve on various town agencies. 
There are vacancies for regular members of: 

the Planning and Zoning Commission, Com-
mission on Aging, Library Board of Trustees, 
Green Committee, Public Building Committee 
and the Commemoration Commission. 

There are also vacancies for alternate mem-
bers of: the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Com-
mission, Public Building Committee, Historic 
Properties Commission, Green Committee and 
the Economic Development Commission.

People interested in joining a particular board 
or commission should attend one of its meet-
ings and talk with the chairman about the time 
commitment involved.

Also, there is a vacancy for a Hebron resi-
dent to serve on the Catchment Area Council 
15 for Amplify - North Central Regional Men-
tal Health Board. A vacancy also exists for a 
Hebron representative on the Central Regional 
Tourism District Board of Directors. The mis-
sion of the district is to promote leisure, busi-
ness, group and corporate travel to the region.

All Hebron residents who are registered vot-
ers are eligible. Letters of interest may be sent 
to The Town Manager’s Office, Town of He-
bron, 15 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. For 
more information, call 860-228-5971.

Yard Work Help
Available for Seniors

AHM Youth and Family Services is accept-
ing applications from Hebron senior citizens 
age 60 or older to utilize the CHOREs Program. 

Teens will work two hours per job at a senior 
citizen’s residence raking, weeding, picking up 
sticks, planting, etc. For complete program in-
formation visit ahmyouth.org, click on “Menu” 
and select “CHOREs Program.” Applications 
can be found at Russell Mercier Senior Center. 

Contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-9488 ext. 
12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org for more infor-
mation.

Snofolk Seeking
Summer Fun

The Town Center Project is currently accept-
ing sponsorships for hosting a Snofolk for the 
summer. SnoFolk can be in a garden, yard or 
anywhere you can think of. 

Express your interest and your bid via email 
to ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org or via Face-
book www.facebook.com/towncenterprojectinc. 
Highest bidder wins choice.

Dean’s List
Hebron residents Brooke Delissio, Alexis 

Doran and Steffany Hamilton, and Amston resi-
dent MacEy Smith, made the fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at the University of Hartford.

Open Call to Apply for Grant Funds
An educational session for non-profit organi-

zations, Town of Hebron departments, boards 
and commissions, and faith communities/hous-
es of worship to learn about funding opportu-
nities from the Hebron Greater Together Com-
munity Fund will take place at 4 p.m. Thursday, 
April 8, via Zoom. Contact hebroncommunity-
fund@gmail.com to register.

Note that the deadline for Letters of Interest 
has been extended to April 30.

In 2019, the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving established a $100,000 Greater Together 
Community Fund for each of the 29 towns in 
the Greater Hartford region, which includes the 
town of Hebron. The purpose of the Greater To-
gether Community Funds is to support residents 
in taking ownership around the needs in their 
towns, encourage broad and inclusive civic en-
gagement and anchor the Hartford Foundation 
in each town. 

In 2020, Hebron’s Greater Together Commu-
nity Fund Advisory Committee was established 
through broad outreach to town residents. The 
committee members for Hebron’s Greater To-
gether Community Fund town are: Pamela 

Krist Atwood, Dwayne Bruender, Althea Carr, 
Allison Heneghan, Jassette Henry, Heather 
Holbrook, Amy Nilsson, Christiane OBrien, 
John Ostrout, Florence O’Sullivan, Davis Rose, 
Timothy Smith and David Sousa.

Hebron’s Greater Together Community Fund 
Advisory Committee has released its first open 
call for project proposals. Amounts from $500 
to $10,000 will be awarded in grant funds to se-
lected proposals. All projects must benefit the 
residents of Hebron. More details on project 
guidelines and how to apply are at hfpg.org/
hebroncf. 

A letter of Interest is due April 30. Selected 
applicants will be invited to submit a Project 
Application or Grant Proposal by May 1. Grant 
awards will be announced by June 1. Those 
with questions should email them to hebron-
communityfund@gmail.com.

Tax-deductible contributions to any of the 29 
Greater Together Community Funds are still 
welcome. For more information about the Hart-
ford Foundation for Public Giving, visit hfpg.
org or call 860-548-1888.

Honor Society Inductee
David Kasper of Hebron was among over 30 

students from the Western New England Uni-
versity College of Business inducted into Alpha 
Lambda Delta National Honor Society in a vir-
tual ceremony held March 5. 

Kasper is working toward a degree in busi-
ness.

Transfer Station
Hours Change

The new hours at the Hebron transfer station 
are: Tuesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat-
urday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Sunday, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information, call Public Works at 
860-228-2871.

Hebron Cemetery
Spring Cleaning

The New Hebron Cemetery Association is 
asking visitors to be conscious of the Cemetery 
Rules and Regulations regarding decorating 
gravesites.

There have been numerous problems with 
metal plant hangers, metal and wooden bor-
ders, balloons and other decorations that inter-
fere with the mowing and maintenance of the 
grounds.

On May 1, all objects that interfere with 
maintaining the grounds will be removed.

(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

“Pour In The Performance”   
Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314

Expires 4/30/21 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

re

$5.00 OFF
Full Service Oil Change

a y
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► Complete Oil Change Service
 No Appointment Ever Necessary! 

► State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!
 Call to Schedule or Drive Up! 

Spring Is Here?!
Stop by and let our technicians perform preventive 

maintenance  to keep your car running great!

•	YES!	We	Offer	Tire	Rotation	Service!
•	YES!	We	Do	Headlight	Lens	Restoration
	 –	See	More	Clearly	at	Night!
•	YES!	We	Do	Battery	Testing!



Page 12 NEWS BULLETIN • March 26, 2021

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
WENEEDGUTTERS.COM 860.563.8820
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FREE ESTIMATES
Gutters – Downspouts – Leaf Protection

Fascia – Heating Wires – Cleanings
We’ll beat any competitor’s written estimate, guaranteed!

Spring Cleanups • Mulch Installation
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing
Hedge & Shrub Trimming

Walkways & Patios Installed

Office 860.228.4544
Cell 860.328.9366

JBM Lawn Care llc
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1Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

www.jbmLawnCare.com

Now Scheduling New Customers

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SinCe 
1994
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27 Years in the Travel Business

Call Hebron Travel Today and Get Out of Town!

Excellent 
Service!

Personal 

Touches!
Magical 

Memories!

Inventive 
Solutions!

CALL TODAY!
(860) 859-3100

SLS Irrigation
Visit us online! slsirrigation.com
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Irrigation Services
CALL NOW FOR...
 Spring Start Up • Service Calls
 New System Design & Installation
 Winterization • Backflow Testing
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Erika Weisenburger-Kenneth
860-951-5346

ekenneth@bkrealtygroup.com

Jordana Fournier-Barrett
860-830-5603

jbarrett@bkrealtygroup.com

Get the BUZZ on the 
Real Estate Market!

— Client Focused & Results Driven —

Barrett-Kenneth Realty Group

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center remains 

closed but has announced the following. For 
questions on any program or service, call the 
center at 860-228-1700 and leave a message.

Zero Isolation Program: This six-week 
program will start soon, and participants are 
sought. Groups of between 6-8 people will meet 
once a week for 90 minutes, and will learn the 
social aspects of health, social networks and so-
cial isolation while taking part in active learn-
ing through case studies, reminiscences and 
group discussions. Participants will need inter-
net access as well as a device with video and au-
dio, such as a computer, tablet, or smartphone. 
A program navigator will walk you through 
the steps to connect to the virtual platform. For 
more information or to register, call the center.

Walmart Shopping Trip: There will be a 
trip to Walmart and Aldi’s in North Windham 
Friday, April 9, at 10 a.m. Seating is limited and 
all are required to wear masks. Watch for info 
on additional shopping trips to Walmart and 
other local spots. To sign up, call the center. 

 COVID-19 Vaccine Information: The pub-
lic directory of vaccine clinics is at www.211ct.
org/vaccineclinics. All clinics require an ap-
pointment to be made in advance. People may 
also call 877-918-2224 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. sev-
en days a week to schedule an appointment. Lo-
cal seniors may also call Hebron’s COVID-19 
hotline at 860-228-5977 to help schedule an 
appointment. 

Senior Transportation: Available for se-
niors 60 and over and adult disabled individu-
als. Transportation is for medical care, per-
sonal needs care, grocery shopping, or other 
pre-approved needs. Dial-a-Ride service oper-

ates Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. COVID-19 guidelines 
will be followed, and all passengers must wear 
a mask during transportation and will be asked 
screening questions prior to their ride. Fares 
are charged; contact the senior center for a fee 
schedule. Appointments must be scheduled a 
minimum of 24 hours in advance; new riders 
need to schedule their first appointment a mini-
mum of 48 hours in advance, and all rides are 
first-come, first-served. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call the senior center.

Newsletter: Available at HebronCT.com; 
select “senior center” from the “town depart-
ments” menu. People may also sign up to have 
the newsletter emailed  automatically each 
month; click the link on the senior center page 
and add an email address.

Meals Available for Pick-Up: The senior 
center offers frozen congregate meals from 
CRT for pick-up. On Mondays you will receive 
four frozen meals, two milks, sides and snacks 
for a suggested donation of $12 ($3 per meal). 
Meals are for ages 60 and older, from any town. 
Meals will be distributed outside and can be 
curbside pick-up. Pick-up times are 11:30 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., but with prior approval an alternate 
time can be arranged. Delivery is also available. 
Each person will need to complete a Form 5, 
but senior center staff can offer assistance in 
filling it out. To sign up, call 860-228-1700 ext. 
202 or email aroczniak@hebronct.com. Any-
one picking up the meals must wear a mask and 
adhere to COVID-19 guidelines. Seniors must 
call to sign-up for each week’s meals by 3 p.m. 
the prior Thursday.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Due to COVID-19, St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church, located at 30 Church St., has sus-
pended in-person services. Services are re-
corded every Sunday and made available on-
line at stpetershebron.com or on the church’s 
Facebook page. Services also posted to the 
church’s YouTube channel, accessible at ti-
nyurl.com/ydy6s4dn.

Easter Services on April 4: Services will 
be held inside the church, observing COV-
ID-19 protocols.  Reservations are required, 
via the church website.  There will be a 7:30 
a.m. Rite I with no music, and 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. services, both with music. The 9 and 11 
a.m. services will also be aired in the Parish 
Hall, in case of overflow attendance. 

Meetings and Events: Vestry meetings 

held in person the third Thursdays of the 
month at 7 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds 
Committee: first Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual 
Coffee Hours: Every Wednesday at 10 a.m.

Outreach: Monthly Food Donations: 
Are collected for various local food pantries; 
items may be placed in the brown bin outside 
the Parish Hall. Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
This is a knitting group that provides shawls 
to parishioners suffering bereavement or ill-
ness. Contact the church for more informa-
tion.

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or contact the church office at 860-228-
3244 or office@stpetershebron.com.

Holiday Closing
The Hebron Transfer Station will be 

closed Sunday, April 4, in observance of 
Easter.

Knights of Columbus 
Food Drive

Knights of Columbus Council 11835 is spon-
soring a food drive through March 31, to ben-
efit the Catholic Charities office in Willimantic. 
Items can be placed in the designated collection 
box located in the narthex of the Church of the 
Holy Family, 185 Church St.

Specific items requested are: assorted break-
fast cereals; canned soups (especially chicken, 
beef and chowders); canned corn, peas, car-
rots, and spinach; pasta sauce and boxed pasta; 
canned spaghetti for children; peanut butter and 
jelly; high protein items such as canned tuna, 
chicken and ham; cooking oil; assorted baby 
food and formula; baby diapers (sizes 4, 5 and 
6); personal care items (soap, shampoo, tooth-
paste, and toothbrushes); sandwich and quart-
sized baggies; and bottled water (regular-size or 
small bottles). 

Monetary donations are also requested and 
must be mailed directly to or dropped off at 
Catholic Charities, 88 Jackson St., Willimantic, 
CT 06226. Do not leave monetary donations in 
the church collection bin. 

Contact Ken Slater at 860-978-0341 for more 
information.

Historical Society 
Clothing Drive

The Hebron Historical Society’s clothing/
textile drive will continue Saturday, March 
27. Donations will be accepted from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m., at Old Town Hall (adjacent to Douglas 
Library). 

Acceptable items are linens, clothing, shoes, 
boots, belts, towels or any textile item. Condi-
tion of items is not important, but they must be 
delivered to Old Town Hall in a sealed trash 
bag.

For more information, email mergonci65@
comcast.net or call 860-228-1113.

Fire Department
Easter Plant Sale

The Hebron Volunteer Fire Department 
will hold its annual Easter Plant Sale at the 
main fire station, 44 Main St., on Thurs-
day, April 1, from 5-7 p.m.; Friday, April 
2, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Saturday, April 
3, from 9 a.m. until plants are sold out. 

COVID-19 protocols will be followed. 
Masks must be worn and everyone needs 
to stay socially distanced. 

Donations Sought for April Book Sale
 The Friends of Douglas Library group is ac-

cepting donations of used books in good con-
dition for its conditions-permitting upcoming 
book sale. Fiction, science-fiction, mysteries, 
romances, non-fiction, and children’s books are 
requested. CDs and DVDs are also welcome. 

People are asked not to donate VHS tapes, 
encyclopedias, magazines or Reader’s Digest 
condensed books. All donated items should be 
in good condition – not mildewed, moldy, dirty 
or torn.

 Douglas Library is located at 22 Main St. on 
the Hebron Green. The next Book Sale will be 
Saturday, April 17, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., in the 
library’s Community Room. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the Friends will offer its $5/bag 
sale for an extra hour, from 1-3 p.m. 

 Proceeds from the sale are used to purchase 
new material for the library, museum passes, 

equipment, as well as to pay for children’s and 
adult programs. Donations can be dropped off 
anytime in the white donation bin to the right 
of the main parking lot entrance. For assistance 
with large donations, call the Friends ahead of 
time at 860-228-9312 ext. 312. 

Due to COVID-19, the upcoming book sale 
will be set up differently than previous sales. 
The tables will be spaced farther apart, and 
one-way directional arrows will be placed to 
encourage social distancing. Per the Chatham 
Health District’s requirements, the Friends are 
required to limit the number of occupants in 
the room at one time, and everyone is required 
to wear a facemask. People are encouraged to 
keep six feet apart from each other.
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Natalie C.
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Colchester Dental Group

860.537.2351

79A Norwich Ave., Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Personalized Financial  Options Available!
Pre-pay and senior discounts or low monthly payments through CareCredit!

Looking for a New Dentist You Can Trust?
Treating all members of your family

We can help you attain and maintain great oral health!

Open 6 Days and 2 Evenings
Martin H. Zase,  DMD, MAGD*   

Michael L. Babinski,  DMD, MAGD

Shouldn’t your next dentist have advanced 
education? Both dentists are Masters of the Academy 

of General Dentistry and are members of the 
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist accredited in cosmetics by the AACD, and was 
president of both the AACD and the New England Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

WE ARE OPEN 

AND OUR OFFICE IS SAFE FOR YOU TO RETURN

SAMPLE       S
AMPLE       S

AMPLE       S
AMPLE       S

AMPLE       S
AMPLE       S

AMPLE       
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“American Workers Installing American Products”

“American Workers Installing American Products”

Chris Covone • Colchester, CT
Cell 860-608-9482

Licensed & Insured HIC.0556258

DON’T WAIT...Fix Your 
Leaks Now & Avoid Costly 

Roof Replacement

★ Roof Leak Repairs
★ Chimney Flashing
★ Roof Venting

★ Roof Replacement
★ Aluminum Trim Repairs
★ Skylight Leak Repair

SPECIALIZING IN 

LLC

AUTO  |  HOMEOWNERS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LIABILITY  |  BUSINESS AUTO  |  WORKERS’ COMP  |  BONDS

860.537.4661 
176 Norwich Avenue  |  Colchester, CT  |  GerhardtInsurance.com

TRUSTED. 
VALUED.
LOCAL.
3 Tailored Account

Solutions

3 Exceptional Insurance
Solutions in Your World

3 Prompt, Dependable
Service
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Your
Ad

Should 
Be

here!
CAll uS At:

860-633-4691

Synthetic oil not included. Coupon good through 
4/30/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating
27 Years

in Colchester R
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$2895
Plus Tax

Change Oil Filter
Change Engine Oil
Check All Fluid Levels
Get Tire Pressure
Inspect Air & Fuel Filter
Inspect Belts & Hoses

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

Check our Quality

Serviced Pre-Owned

Vehicle Selection
$5988 and Under

SPECIAL

Coupon good through 4/30/2021. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

A/C Service Special! 
$20.00 OFF
EvANs AuTOmOTIvE

Colchester to Preserve Middletown Road Open Space
by Karla Santos 

Residents of Colchester will soon be able to 
enjoy a 65-acres scenic area with walking trails 
and picnic tables.

The Boards of Selectmen and Finance recent-
ly approved spending additional funds needed 
for the purchase of the property, located on 
Middletown Road.  

During late February, the Connecticut De-
partment of Energy and Environmental Pro-
tection (DEEP) awarded the town a new open 
space grant for the purchase. But the grant came 
with an additional “set of problems” as it did 
not cover the total amount needed to buy the 
land, Jay Gigliotti, the town’s inland and wet-
lands agent, explained. 

Last year, the town entered an agreement to 
buy the property for $210,000, Gigliotti said. 
The DEEP grant award was for about $60,000 
and the town’s match, another $60,000, which 
will come out of the $101,000 in the town’s two 
open space accounts. 

That left an $87,000 gap. 
If the town did not secure the funding, the 

sale agreement could have been voided, Gi-
gliotti told the Rivereast. However, due to sup-
port from the Boards of Selectmen and Finance, 
along with town residents that spoke in favor of 
buying the property, the $87,000 was approved. 

“The decision by both boards to support this 
purchase speaks volumes for the commitment 
of our community leadership to preserving open 
space,” First Selectman Mary Bylone said. 

Gigliotti said he is also anticipating about 
$20,000 in closing costs, which he will take 
from the open space accounts. 

 “The majority of that is to meet the require-
ments of the grant,” he said. 

After closing, the next steps in meeting the 
grant requirement will include surveying the 
property and installing signage specifying the 
project was funded through the grant. 

Then, the town would take the necessary 
steps toward adding a trail network, a picnic 
area and a parking area off Route 16. 

Before the town approved the additional 
funds, Gigliotti told the Rivereast it would be 
“unfortunate” if the project did not move for-
ward 

“It’s a very strategic piece in terms of open 
space protection but it [also] provides a certain 
rural scenic vista, if you will, right down Mid-
dletown Road,” he said. “It certainly is consis-
tent with the character of that area.” 

He said that if the town did not purchase the 
property and protect it, there was a risk that 

somebody else could buy it and develop it. 
The Grant

To obtain the grant, the town entered DEEP’s 
Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program (OSWA) – a grant program that pro-
vides financial assistance to help municipali-
ties acquire land for open space. 

“The town has definitely been successful in 
the past with this program for other pieces of 
property,” Gigliotti said. 

Deep officials explained during the award 
ceremony that there were a lot of good projects 
across the state but not enough money to fund 
them in their entirety, Giggliotti said.

Will Healey, DEEP spokesperson told the 
Rivereast the program has become more com-
petitive as more applicants have been request-
ing high grant amounts, while at the same time, 
funding is tighter. 

“For the 2020 OSWA grant round, the high-
est ranking projects were funded at 40%,” he 
said. “The Colchester project, based upon its 
ranking, fell into the 30% funded tier of proj-
ects.” 

Healey said DEEP, through the OSWA grant 
program, partially funds a project. He said the 
grant application posted on the DEEP website 
states the maximum award is 65%. The balance 
is funded through matching funds. 

The Property
According to Gigliotti, in early 2020, the 

town identified the 65-acre property on Middle-
town Road as one aligned with Colchester’s 
conservation and open space goals. He said the 

location and some features of the property in-
fluenced officials’ interest in the land and led to 
the grant application. 

He noted the owners of the property have 
been interested in selling it to the town as open 
space so it is not developed and remains in its 
natural state. 

Gigliotti said the property does not have an 
address. It is a vacant piece of land on Middle-
town Road, diagonally across the street from 
Abundant Life Church on Skinner Road. 

Public Comments
During last week’s Board of Finance meet-

ing, about eight residents spoke in favor of the 
purchase of the land. 

Will Hochholzer noted he is a natural re-
source professional and serves as the chairman 
of the open space advisory committee but was 
speaking as a resident. He said he supports the 
town in allocating the funds and purchasing the 
property as open space. 

Some reasons Hochholzer said he supports 

the purchase, include that the property is in a 
scenic area, provides passive recreation op-
portunities and protects the wetlands and water 
courses in the area. 

He also explained that the property, which 
is largely forested, would continue to provide 
additional ecological services, such as seques-
trating and storing atmospheric carbon dioxide, 
“which has been increasingly important in light 
of climate change.”  

In addition, purchasing the property will help 
protect the Pinebrook Greenway and its associ-
ated wetland system as well as the rural char-
acteristics of that section of Route 16, he said. 

Hochholzer said that the property is within 
a known region for threatened and endangered 
species as indicated by DEEP, another reason it 
should be preserved.  

Other citizens that spoke in favor of the pur-
chase were Lindsy Floyd, Lisa Hageman, Les-
lie Curtis, Mary Stevens, Kristin Moody, Na-
than Emmons and Arthur Liverant.

Drive-Thru Fish Fry
St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 395 S. Main St., 

will host a drive-thru fish fry on Good Friday, 
April 2. Dinner will be available from 4-7 p.m. 

People can pick up dinners to take home or 
eat socially distanced in the hall. Dinner is $13 
for adults and $7 for children under 12. Starting 
at 4 p.m., people can call in the orders to 860-
537-2550 and they will be ready for drive-thru 
pick-up. 

Cragin Virtual Book Club
The Cragin Memorial Library Virtual Book 

Club will be held Monday, March 29, at 6 p.m., 
via Zoom. Joanna Goodman’s The Home for 
Unwanted Girls will be discussed; copies are 
available at the Adult Circulation Desk at the 
library, 8 Linwood Ave.

To register for the discussion, visit tinyurl.
com/1p4ejrug. For more information, call 860-
537-5752. 
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179 Linwood Avenue, Colchester, CT (next to S&S)
860-603-5060  Email: Colchester@SnapFitness.com

CLEAN – SAFE – SMALL
FULL CLASS SCHEDULE

1:1 PERSONAL TRAINING SESSIONS
MANY OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

Find us on

RE3-12-21
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860-537-0539
Visit our 900 sq. ft. space at 44 Main St., Colchester, CT
across from the town green — additional parking behind the building

Jewelry, Local Artists & Unique Gifts

Store Hours: 11-6pm Thursday - Saturday; 11-5pm Sunday
Check out our Facebook page for updated inventory posts 

and additional hours – All sAles finAl

50%+10% 
Off All New 
fine Jewelry!

Closing Up Shop Sale
Storewide Sale

30-50% Off 
Inventory! 

Rings and Things When a
safe lawn is 

important to you...

SafeLawns of Salem 
(860) 859-3100

Visit us online www.safelawnsofsalem.com • Like us on Facebook! 
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B#2559

Lawn Fertilizing Programs • Tree / Shrub Care
Slit Seeding with Compost • Tick, Deer & Goose Controls

Bed Weed & Poison Ivy Controls • Soil Analysis
Organic, Hybrid & Traditional Lawn Care Programs Available

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $129.99 •  5-Steps only $166.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No Quantity 

Limits
No Mail In
Rebates

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Rototillers
Starting at $39.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $55.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $55.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm , Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRing LAWn CLeAn UP AnD RePAiR SeASon iS HeRe!

Boards Agree to Fund New Ambulance
by Karla Santos 

Last week, the Colchester Board of Finance 
unanimously agreed to spend $328,000 on a 
new ambulance and stretcher. 

Sean Shoemaker, interim fire chief, said a 
new ambulance is “much-needed” as the motor 
of the town’s ambulance could die at any time. 

“Every time our 14-year-old ambulance goes 
out, I’m concerned,” Shoemaker said. 

The new ambulance could be in town hands 
by August or September. 

The Board of Selectmen, who also voted 
unanimously in favor of funding the equipment, 
requested $217,800 from the General Fund-
Unassigned Fund Balance toward the purchase. 

The remaining $112,200 will come from the 
Vehicle Reserve Fund. 

First Selectman Mary Bylone said if the town 
did not have the savings in the Vehicle Reserve 
Fund, it would have had to go through the pro-
cess of requesting money from the general fund 

and hold a town meeting before purchasing the 
ambulance.  

During the Board of Finance meeting, two 
citizens – Audrie Babineau and Chuck May-
nard, who are each Colchester Fire Department 
volunteers – raised their voices in support of the 
purchase. 

The conversation about the need for equip-
ment at the Fire Department is not new. At 
the March 4 Board of Selectmen meeting By-
lone explained that the town has done an “ex-
tensive” assessment of the Fire Department’s 
apparatus. The plan is to put together a proposal 
that would go to referendum in about June to 
see if residents would approve the purchase of a 
variety of equipment needed at the Fire Depart-
ment.  

Part of that list was an ambulance. By-
lone said the town needs an ambulance very 
soon, so she decided to pull it off that package 

and, instead, request funds to purchase it sooner 
rather than later. 

Shoemaker spoke during the meeting and ex-
plained that after speaking with the town’s fleet 
maintenance supervisor and consulting with a 
service center, he realized the old ambulance 
would soon require a motor replacement, which 
would cost about $65,000. But fixing the mo-
tor wouldn’t be the most appropriate option, he 
told the selectmen. 

The town has a second ambulance, which is 
newer but it’s rapidly accumulating miles, he 
said. 

He suggested buying a compatible spec unit 
that “very, very closely” matches the specifica-
tions of the newer ambulance.  

“Dealers build spec ambulances all the time,” 
Shoemaker said.  “We would possibly be able 

to buy a spec unit with the same manufacturer 
of the same box that we have on our new unit, 
so those would be compatible.” 

In order to buy a spec ambulance, the dealer 
would look at popular options and configura-
tions in ambulances and place an order based 
on that. The other option would be building a 
customized ambulance, which would be more 
expensive and would take longer to be built. 

The spec ambulance the town is looking to 
buy will be more customized to Colchester’s 
needs because they just started building it, 
Shoemaker said. 

He added that buying a spec ambulance al-
lows the town to have an ambulance about a 
year earlier and at a lower cost than if they were 
to buy a completely customized vehicle. 

Selectman Rosemary Coyle asked about 
what could happen if the older ambulance dies. 
Shoemaker said the fire department could use 
the remaining ambulance and would be “relying 
heavily” on mutual aid for second ambulance 
calls.  

Livestreamed Classical Music Easter Concert 
St. Andrew Church will present its 

livestreamed Easter concert, “Let There Be 
Light:  A Morning of Easter Song,” at 8:50 
a.m. Easter morning, April 4, just prior to the 
9:30 a.m. Easter Mass. (The concert will begin 
shortly after the 8 a.m. Easter Mass is over.) The 
stream will be at www.standrewcolchester.org.

The live concert will also be presented at 
the church, 128 Norwich Ave. Social distanc-
ing norms still apply, and therefore ample room 
may not be available for everyone to attend the 
live concert).

The concert will feature Natalie Wood, so-
prano soloist, and Colleen Puscas, pianist and 
organist.   Wood is a veteran soprano soloist, 

voice teacher, actor and performer on the mu-
sical stage throughout the tri-state area.  Pus-
cas is the 26-year veteran music director of St. 
Andrew Church, with dual master’s degrees in 
music composition/theory and liturgy/theology. 

Wood and Puscas will perform a program of 
traditional classical favorites including “The 
Lord Is My Light,” “I Know That My Redeemer 
Liveth” (Messiah), 2 pieces from Mozart’s Ex-
ultate Jubilate and “Let The Bright Seraphim” 
featuring professional trumpeter Carey Ozmun.  

After the concert, all are invited to celebrate 
Easter Sunday Mass, either at the church or 
streamed online.

Girls’ Night Out
Anne Garland Enterprises of Colchester will 

hold a virtual Girls’ Night Out Thursday, April 
15, from 7-8:30 p.m., to benefit Colchester 
Food Bank.

This will be an evening for women age 40 
and up, and will feature Zest Zone’s essential 
oil mixologists. A $5 donation is requested to 
benefit the Colchester Food Bank and will be 
matched by Anne Garland Enterprises, LLC. 
Each registrant will receive a free gram of mag-
ic for your mocktail/cocktail.

Registrations are due April 5. To register and 
for more information, visit annegarlandenterpr 
ises.com.

Empty Bowls? Oh Yes!!
Due to the pandemic, William J. John-

ston Middle School teachers are offering 
the school’s Empty Bowls program as a 
virtual event.  

Through April 15, anyone who buys a 
bowl for $10 will also receive a copy of 
a soup recipe you can make at home in 
your new bowl. This program continues 
to benefit both local and global charities: 
the Colchester Food Bank and Restavec 
Freedom Alliance in Haiti, which helps 
children who were formerly in slavery-
type situations. 

If interested, email elise.bob@gmail.
com for more information.

Kindergarten 
Registration 

Kindergarten registration for the 2021-22 
school year is at www.colchesterct.org. 

Children who turn 5 by Jan. 1, 2022, are 
eligible for the full-day program. Registration 
must be completed online. Select the “For Fam-
ilies” tab and on the drop down menu click on 
the tab for “Registration and Residency.” Fol-
low the necessary steps outlined on the website. 

Once registration forms are completed, par-
ents/guardians will need to make an appoint-
ment with the Board of Education office. Ap-
pointments are available Monday, Wednesday 
or Friday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. To schedule one, 
call 860-537-7267.
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Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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Now Taking Easter Orders!
Open easter sunday

7:00am-12:00pm

ClOsEd April 5, 6, 7, and 8

Happy Easter!

Wheat
Chocolate Cream
lemon Meringue

sweet Bread with 5 eggs
plus all our regular fruit pies
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Ham
Angelo’s Ham
Italian Cream

Ricotta
Rice

32 Halls Hill Rd. • Colchester

860-537-2272

BaBka Bread alsO availaBle
We also have Chocolate Easter Eggs

(all our regular items always available)

EAsTER PIEs

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club 

will offer fish fry dinners every Friday 
during Lent, through and including Good 
Friday, April 2.

Meal choices include traditional fish 
and chips, baked fish with baked potato, 
the club’s breaded clam strip dinner, as 
well as chicken nuggets for kids. All meals 
include coleslaw, coffee and dessert. Cost 
is $13 for adults and $7 for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. 
Take-out is encouraged. There will be a 
limited amount of seating at the club, with 
social distancing. The club is located on 
Old Town Road.

Call 860-537-2593 to order or for more 
information.

CBA Welcomes New Business 
The Colchester Business Association re-

cently welcomed Rivereast Insurance to town. 
The office is located at 139 S. Main St., on the 
second floor of the financial plaza above Dime 
Bank.

Rivereast Insurance is run by Dan Rossignol 
and Greg Kiss. There was a ribbon-cutting and 
grand opening ceremony on Feb. 26 – and the 
two have stressed the community has already 
been quite welcoming.

“Our agency believes in doing right by peo-
ple and hope that we can provide really good 
services to the people in our area,” Rossignol 

said. “As an independent insurance agency with 
access to dozens of insurance providers we have 
products to insure your home, auto, motorcycle, 
boat, recreational vehicles and more. We also 
specialize in a multitude of business and life in-
surance products.”

For more information, call 860-615-9980.

Grant-Subsidized 
Preschool

Colchester’s School Readiness Program is of-
fering grant-subsidized preschool for the 2021-
22 school year – and is seeking Colchester resi-
dents who want a five-day-per-week program 
but may find it difficult to pay for preschool. 

For the application and more information, go 
to colchesterc3.org/school-readiness.

Children’s Programs
at Cragin Library 

The following programs are offered for chil-
dren at Cragin Memorial Library. While the 
library is currently open, it is not hosting any 
in-person programming. For more information, 
call the children’s department at 860-537-7201. 

Baby Activity Videos: Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and YouTube. There will be 
book suggestions, baby bounces and more. Of-
ten, activity bags will be available at the chil-
dren’s circulation desk to accompany the vid-
eos. The library is located at 8 Linwood Ave.

Sharing Stories: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on 
Facebook and YouTube. A craft will be show-
cased, and bags will be available for pick-up. 

 New Book of Poems… A career as a 
chaplain, numerous bird-watching trips, 
and relationships with others inspired 
Colchester resident Ernie Harris to pub-
lish a book of original poems, entitled 
Still. The book is available on www.ama-
zon.com.

	 Lydia	 Lormand,	 DO,	 FACOG,	 is	 a	 board-certified	 physician	
specializing	 in	 obstetrics	 and	 gynecology.	 She	 completed	 her	
ObGyn	 residency	 at	 Baystate	 Medical	 Center	 in	 Springfield,	
Massachusetts,	after	earning	her	Doctor	of	Osteopathic	Medicine	
degree	from	New	York	College	of	Osteopathic	Medicine,	and	her	

Welcomes
Dr. Lydia Lormand

Manchester OBGYN Associates 

We are opening a new office in Colchester!

121 Broadway Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 649-1120

www.womenshealthct.com/manchester-ob-gyn-associates

Bachelor	of	Science	degree	from	Binghamton	University.	As	a	resident,	she	received	the	
Practicing	 the	Art	of	Medicine	Award,	which	 is	given	to	 the	chief	resident	who	displays	
a	 strong	 ability	 to	 integrate	 the	 foundation	 of	 evidence-based	 medicine	 with	 clinical	
intuition,	empathy,	and	compassion.
	 As	a	women’s	healthcare	provider,	Dr.	Lormand’s	mission	is	to	provide	comprehensive	
healthcare	 to	women	 through	 puberty,	 the	 reproductive	 years	 and	menopause,	 and	 to	
make	women	feel	comfortable	and	try	to	take	away	the	fear	and	anxiety	that	can	associated	
with	ObGyn	care.		 In	 her	 spare	 time,	 Dr.	 Lormand	 enjoys	 reading	 murder	 mysteries,	
traveling,	scuba	diving,	playing	volleyball	and	spinning.
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Our prOviders are:  Daniel S. Welling, M.D., Lon P. Manfredi M.D.,
Lawrence Arky, M.D., Aziza Omrani, M.D., Carla R. Gunn, M.D,

Ariel Herron, CNM, Aron Mavros, CNM, Karrian Benejan, CNM,
Jaime Liebig, CNM, Mary Guinan, CNM, Virginie Eklund, CNM

We	offer	full	scope	Obstetrics	&	Gynecology,	Midwifery	Care,	Contraception	
&	Family	Planning,	Menopause	Management,	Pre-conception	Counseling,	

Infertility,	Colposcopy/	LEEP,	In-Office	Surgery,	Robotic	Surgery,
AIUM	Accredited	In-Office	Ultrasound,	3D	Mammography

— AdditionAl office locAtions —
388 West Center St.,  Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

6B Fieldstone Commons, Tolland
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 Rivereast Insurance recently held a ribbon-cutting and grand opening ceremony. 
From left are Katie Kiss, Ava Kiss, Greg Kiss, Dan Rossignol, Elise Rossignol, Court-
ney Rossignol, and Rick Sharr.

Finding Balance with Social Media
On Thursday, April 8, at 7 p.m., Colchester 

Youth and Social Services will co-host a spe-
cial virtual screening of the documentary LIKE, 
to open up a dialogue between local families, 
community leaders and experts on how to find a 
balance with social media.

CYSS is holding the screening along with 
youth service bureaus from Griswold, Preston, 
New London, Norwich, Montville, Ledyard, 
Voluntown and Stonington, as well as Griswold 
PRIDE.

The event will feature a viewing of the film, 
followed by a panel discussion with special 
guests Max Stossel, head of education and 
content at Center for Humane Technology; 
Dr. Jerry Bubrick, senior psychologist at Child 
Mind Institute; and Scilla Andreen, CEO and 
co-founder of the entertainment company In-
dieFlix.

According to the makers of the movie, before 
COVID-19 two billion smartphone owners were 
checking their phones, on average, 150 times a 
day, and the enforced isolation and mandated 
screen time of the past year has only increased 
this figure – leading to low self-esteem, isola-

tion and depression. 
The film’s mission is to educate, inform and 

inspire people to effectively self-regulate their 
screen time, and to start a conversation about 
how to ensure healthy use of technology. 

To register for the live virtual screening and 
expert panel, visit tinyurl.com/er8j77w8.

In addition to the live virtual screening, there 
will be a weeklong opportunity for New Lon-
don County parents, youth, educators and com-
munity members to view the film on their own 
time. 

School staff and local YSBs are working to-
gether to have the documentary screened in lo-
cal middle schools and high schools, as well. 
This particular option can be accessed by go-
ing to tinyurl.com/yfjdwkw5 and entering the 
case-sensitive login to access the film. Login: 
nlcountyyouth@indieflix.com; password: nlco 
untyyouth.

The link is good from April 5 at midnight to 
April 9 at 11:59 p.m. 

To watch the LIKE trailer, visit www.thelike 
movie.com.

Pain, Pain Go Away
Mark and Elizabeth Cahill, who own Alter-

native Approach Acupuncture & Therapeutic 
Massage at 79C Norwich Ave. and have been 
in practice for over 18 years in Colchester, will 
be the guest speakers at “Pain, Pain Go Away: 
CBD Fundamentals,” a virtual event hosted by 
the Arthritis Foundation, on Monday, March 29, 
from 7-8:30 p.m. 

This is a free discussion on arthritis pain and 
how CBD can be an asset in managing a pain-
ful and difficult daily life. The fundamentals of 
CBD will be discussed by the Cahills, who have 
years in alternative pain management through 
acupuncture, massage therapy, CBD and more. 
You can submit questions prior to the event, and 
there will be time for open discussion at the end.

Register at cvent.me/YPw2Qz.

Board of Education 
Budget Meetings

The Board of Education will hold 
a workshop on the proposed 2021-22 
schools budget at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 
30, if necessary. There will then be public 
hearings to present the proposed spending 
package Tuesdays, April 6 and May 4, at 
6:30 p.m. 

All meetings and public hearings will 
be on Zoom; log-in info will be at www.
colchesterct.org.

The budget referendum will be held on 
Thursday, May 27.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor is 
the Rev. Lauren Lorincz.

The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., by appointment only. To schedule, 
call 860-537-5189 or email cfc06415@gmail.
com

The church remains closed to the public un-
til further notice. In-person worship services are 
limited to 40 people total. Reservations are re-
quired. Call or email the church office by Friday 
at 9 a.m. to reserve a spot. Worship services will 
be broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday at 
9 a.m. 

Worship videos can be found at www.colch 
esterfederatedchurch.org under the Worship & 
Sermons tab. Updated information can also be 
found on the church’s Facebook page.

Holy Week Info and Schedule: Palm Sun-
day, March 28 at 9 a.m. (Virtual and limited in-
person.) Text is Mark 9:30-37 and the sermon 
theme from the Reflections on the Heart Sermon 
Series is “Shifting Our Gaze.”

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7 p.m. (Vir-
tual worship only.) Text is John 13:1-17, 31-35 
(Foot-Washing and Love Commandment). There 
will be communion, so have elements on hand as 
you worship at home.

Good Friday, April 2 at noon. (Virtual worship 
only.) This will be a shortened version of the 
usual Good Friday Stations of the Cross service. 

Easter Sunday, April 4: Sunrise Service at 6 
a.m. at Lake Hayward. In-person outdoors and 
open to all; masks and social distancing required. 
There will also be the Easter worship service at 
9 a.m., the service will be virtual and will also 
have limited in-person attendance. Communion 
will be served in the sanctuary. Those worship-
ing in person should bring their own Commu-
nion elements, while those worshiping at home 
should Communion elements on hand for those 
worshiping from home.  The final sermon from 
Reflections on the Heart will be “Sharing our 
Treasures” based on Matthew 27:62-28:10 
(Guard at the Tomb and Resurrection). 

“Welcome to Medicare” 
Virtual Fair

The Colchester Senior Center will have a 
“Welcome to Medicare” Virtual Fair Wednes-
day, April 7, at 3 p.m. 

Sponsored by the CT CHOICES Program, 
this virtual fair will help those new to Medicare 
make their initial enrollment decisions. Medi-
care experts will go over eligibility, enrollment, 
and coverage options, as well as answer indi-
vidual questions. 

Registration is required; call the senior center 
at 860-537-3911 for more info or to register. 

New Book at Storywalk
A new book, The Lumberjack’s Beard by 

Duncan Beedie, has been posted at the Story-
Walk at Ruby & Elizabeth Cohen Woodlands, 
96 MacDonald Rd. 

StoryWalk combines physical activity with 
reading, as the pages of the book are trans-
formed into signs on a trail inviting children 
and their caregivers to read as they move along 
the path. 

StoryWalk is free and open to all, and is pro-
vided by Cragin Memorial Library, Colchester 
Garden Club, Colchester Land Trust, Colches-
ter Wildlife Habitat and the Collaborative for 
Colchester’s Children.

Grab-and-Go
Meals Update

Through the last day of school in June, 
Colchester Public Schools is offering free 
breakfast and lunch to all students and to all 
children 18 years of age and younger; meals 
includes entrée, fruit, veggie, and milk.

Beginning April 1, Grab-and-Go Meals 
pick-up will be at Bacon Academy, in front 
of the auditorium doors.  Pick-up days will 
be Mondays and Thursdays only, from 10-
10:30 a.m. Meals will not be available on 
days when students do not come to school 
because of inclement weather. 

For more information, contact nutrition 
coordinator Leanne Ranheim at 860-537-
9421 ext. 381 or lranheim@colchesterct.org. 

Food Box
Distribution Wraps Up

Abundant Life Church will make one 
more distribution of 30-pound boxes of 
fresh produce, dairy and meat products 
today, March 26, from 2-4 p.m., at the 
church, 85 Skinner Rd. 

Any families in need are invited. When 
arriving for delivery, remain in your car 
and a volunteer will load the box into 
your trunk. For more information, contact 
Abundant Life Pastor Charles Brown at 
c.brown26@mac.com or 860-303-0416.

 The St. Andrew Choir of Colchester has released its second “Virtual Choir” record-
ing – just in time for Easter. The choir is shown here in an archive photo.

St. Andrew Choir Releases Easter Recording
The St. Andrew Choir of Colchester recently 

produced its second “Virtual Choir” recording 
with national recording team Arts Laureate – 
and the concert has now been released, just in 
time for Easter.  

Over the course of two virtual recordings, 60 
current and former members of the choir and 
cantor corps, living in Germany, Switzerland, 
Florida, Virginia, North Carolina, Indiana, New 
York, Rhode Island, Alabama, and the Col-
chester area joined together in song. The first 
recording, “Rejoice with Exceeding Great Joy,” 
was released last Christmas, and is available at 
youtu.be/dKmqwGRZjhQ.

And now the choir has released its second 
Virtual Choir performance, just in time for Eas-
ter: “Alleluia Fanfare.” This concert is available 
at youtu.be/jUQ0aJoJtCY.

St. Andrew Choir has produced the record-
ings with Arts Laureate professionals, whose 
audio and video engineers have created “virtual 
recordings” for the Los Angeles Opera, the U.S. 
Marine Band, the Choral Arts Society of Wash-
ington, the Kansas City Symphony, the Virginia 

Symphony, and the National Children’s Chorus. 
 The new video will also be viewable during 

Holy Week at standrewcolchester.org. 

St. Andrew Church News
St. Andrew Catholic Church holds weekly 

Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 8 a.m., 
9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. The church is lo-
cated at 128 Norwich Ave. 

Social distancing remains in place; pews are 
sectioned off to maintain six feet, in all direc-
tions, between individuals and/or households. 
Available seating is clearly marked. Seating is 
limited to 100 people per Mass. The only en-
trance to the church is on the parking lot side. 

Facemasks covering both nose and mouth are 
required of all parishioners. Parishioners should 
also bring and use hand sanitizer.

The dispensation from the obligation to at-
tend Sunday Mass remains in effect until fur-
ther notice.

For more information, call 860-537-2355 or 
visit www.standrewcolchester.org.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-
lowing. For more information and full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-7297, email parksandrec@
colchesterct.gov or visit www.colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department. The Parks and Rec. of-
fice is located at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. 
To visit in person, call to make an appointment. 
Registration is required for all programs. 

Basic Dog Obedience: Saturdays, April 10-
May 15, 9-10 a.m. or 10:15-11:15 a.m., at Ruby 
Cohen Woodlands. First session is humans only. 
Only one dog per handler. Instructor is Kevin 
Williams of Paws to the Wall Dog Training. Proof 
of proof of rabies and distemper vaccinations re-
quired for all dogs, and the Bordetella vaccination 
is also recommended. Fee: $150/residents, $155/
non-residents. For adults age 18 and up. Mini-
mum number of participants is four and maxi-
mum is eight. 

Spring Guide to Online Shopping: Avail-
able at www.colchesterct.gov/community-events.   
The guide features local artisans. Online ordering 
and payment as well as local pickup/delivery are 
options with each vendor.

Gentle Yoga: Mondays, April 5-26, 4:45-5:45 
p.m., for ages 45 and up. All levels of fitness or 
yoga experience welcome. Fee: $35/residents, 
$40/non-residents. Link will be mailed to you af-
ter you register.  

Images of America
Book-Signings

The Colchester Historical Society is restocked 
with copies of Images of America: Colchester 
and will host book signings by the author, Gary 
Walter, on Sundays, noon-2 p.m. in March and 
April at the Colchester History Museum. 

Images of America: Colchester features almost 
200 historic images to tell the story of Colchester 
during the late 19th into the mid-20th century. 
The Colchester Historical Society is selling the 
book for $20; proceeds benefit the society. Cop-
ies can also be ordered by mail for $23 each. 

The Colchester History Museum is located at 
24 Linwood Ave., adjacent to the Cragin Memo-
rial Library. There is free parking behind the mu-
seum and library.

Scholarship Available
Any local high school senior entering college 

in the fall can apply for a $1,000 scholarship 
offered by Guild and Associates, 

Visit www.carlguild.com/scholarship for an 
application. Deadline is April 1.
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175 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT 

4½ x 5
Storage Unit
$45/month 

9 x 20
Storage Unit
$118/month

9 x 10
Storage Unit
$81/month

R
E1

1-
6-

20

Other sizes available.
Security gate. Easy access.

Call 860-267-1234

What’s on your 
list of Spring 

projects?
Serving Southeast 

CT and the Shorline 
for over 45 years!
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• Landscape Design
• Patios & Walkways
• Property Management

• Planting & Lawn Installation
• Site Work, Grading & Drainage
• Fieldstone Wall Construction

BurnettsLandscaping.com
Call us to schedule today! (860) 859-3100

CT Lic 
#608952

NEWLY 
OPENED!!!

TELEHEALTH coming vEry soon!!!
SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE

Where Balance & Movement Rock! NO REFERRAL NEEDED!
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WHAT WE cAn Do For yoU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT
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TRI-COUNTY
CHIMNEY SERVICE llc

FULLY INSURED & STATE LICENSED

TED FUINI, Owner • LICENSE #554259

Call 860-537-1717 today! 

Time for Chimney Repairs
and Preventive Maintenance!

Schedule Early For Chimney Cleaning
Beat the fall rush!

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Fire Calls
From March 14-20, the Colchester Hay-

ward Fire Department responded to 34 calls: 
26 emergency medical calls and eight fire/fire-
related calls. Calls included: 

Fire: fire alarm, four; wires down, one; ser-
vice call, three. 

Medical: sick person, eight; difficulty breath-
ing, four; fall injury, two; seizure, one; lift as-
sist, two; mental disorder, one; abdominal pain, 
two; cardiac distress, one; bleeding emergency, 
two; cardiac arrest, two; overdose, one.

CHFD provided mutual aid twice last week, 
once each to East Haddam and Salem. It re-
ceived it once, from Gardner Lake.

CHFD also offers free CO checks, and car 
seat safety checks and installations by appoint-
ment only; call the department at 860-537-2512 
to schedule one. Reflective address marker 
signs are also available to order in blue or green, 
vertical or horizontal; cost is $12. Forms are 
available at the firehouse, 52 Old Hartford Rd., 
or online; go to colchesterct.gov, click on ‘de-
partments’ and select ‘fire department.’

Note: The Department of Emergency Man-
agement conducts tests of the emergency sirens 
throughout town, on the first Saturday of every 
month between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. These are 
just tests.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, located at 85 Skinner 

Rd., has announced the following. For more in-
formation, call the church at 860-537-3082 or 
visit AbundantL.com. Abundant Life Church is 
a Christ-follower church that believes salvation 
through Jesus Christ.

Food Truck: Friday, March 26, from 2-4 
p.m., in the church parking lot, the church will 
again hand out boxes of food to anyone in need. 
There is no charge. Cars will line up in the park-
ing lot and boxes will be loaded into your trunk 
or car. Boxes may include milk, chicken, pota-
toes, apples, onions, cheese, butter and yogurt. 
Food is supplied by USDA Farmers to Families 
Food Box Program. This program will continue 
through April 23.

Weekly Sunday Service: This Sunday, 

March 28, Palm Sunday will be celebrated. So-
cial distancing guidelines are followed. Sunday 
School is at the church at 9:30 a.m., with the 
main service beginning at 10:30 a.m. Call the 
church if you would like to attend. The service 
is also broadcast live each week on Facebook, 
and includes a special children’s program. Visit 
www.facebook.com/groups/abundantLifeCT 
or look for the church on Facebook. For more 
information or if unable to connect, call the 
church.

Power of Prayer: Prayer is provided by a 
group of church members. If in need of prayer 
for any reason, call the church to be placed on 
the prayer list. You may also ask about the vari-
ous days and times the prayer groups meet and 
come at that time. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Most programs 
are on Zoom; to learn more about join them, 
or for full descriptions, call 860-537-3911 or 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or visit www.colc 
hesterct.gov.senior-center. 

Monday, March 29: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 11 
a.m., Learn to Sign with Ruth on Zoom.

Tuesday, March 30: 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi on 
Zoom; 11 a.m., Adult Coloring; 12:30 p.m., In 
the Know with Patty Watts; 1 p.m., conference 
call bingo. 

Wednesday, March 31: 9 a.m.-noon, AARP 
Tax Aide, by appointment only; 9:30 a.m., Cof-
fee Talk with Ruth on Zoom; 10 a.m., Making 
Memories on Zoom; 7 p.m., AARP Webinar 
Wednesday: Personalize Your Plate. 

Thursday, April 1: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne on Zoom; 10 a.m., Sittercize on Zoom; 
11 a.m., Senior Yoga on Zoom; 1:30 p.m., Ge-
nealogy 101. 

Friday, April 2: Senior center closed in ob-
servance of Good Friday. 

Upcoming Programs: Garden Club: Mon-
day, April 5, 8:30 a.m., meets at the senior cen-
ter to maintain the front and side gardens. No 
experience necessary. All are welcome. No reg-
istration required.

Shopping Trip: Thursdays, April 8 and 22 
a.m., 10:30 a.m. departure. The buses are run-
ning on limited capacity to Lisbon Landing. 
Please select only one trip per month to allow 
everyone an opportunity to shop during the 
month. Suggested donation is $4. Pre-register 
by calling the office.

Crafters Show and Share: Friday, April 9, 
10:30 a.m., on Zoom. Show off current or past 
projects. 

AARP Webinar Wednesdays: Wednesdays 

in April at 7 p.m. Pre-registration is required to 
participate. Visit www.aarp.org/ct to see what 
is being offered, and to sign up for email an-
nouncements for AARP.

Walking Group: Wednesdays at 10 a.m., 
weather permitting, starting April 7. The group 
meets at the Air Line Trail entrance on Route 
85 in Amston.

Care Corner with Select Physical Thera-
py: Check the senior center’s Facebook page 
for tips to staying healthy at home with Jennifer 
Owens from Select PT in Colchester. Videos are 
posted every other Thursday on Facebook.

Learn to Sign with Ruth: Mondays, 11 
a.m.-noon. This course teaches the basics of 
how to communicate with sign language. No 
prior experience necessary. 

Weekly Zoom Programs: Exercise with 
Anne: Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.; Senior 
Yoga: Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m.; Sit-
tercize: Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.; Tai 
Chi: Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m.

 A Thanks to Schools… The Colchester 
Garden Club recently placed painted 
“Thank You” hearts near the entrance 
signs at town public schools – includ-
ing William J. Johnston Middle School, 
shown here – to thank teachers and staff 
for all they do.

Tatiana Geist

2790 Main Street Glastonbury, CT
TatianaGeist@bhhsNE.com

TatianaGeist.com

Spring
to find a 

New Home!

Allow me to help you 
navigate the market 

during this 
unprecedented time.

is the season
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Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

51 Hayward Avenue, Colchester
860-808-7708 R
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Nutrition Clinic & Health Shoppe

Now 
Open

Shoppe: Protein Powders/Bars,
Supplements, Teas, Pain Relief Rubs

Nutrition & Health Shoppe

Your health is our reason!

Health: Weight Loss,
Inflammation, Rheumatology

Clinic: Customized Meal Plans

Free 
Consultations 
for the Month 

of March
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Dick’s Barber Shop
By Appointment Only

Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE3-5-21

11 North Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424
860-365-5746

www.platinumnaturalcbd.co
Mon-Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12 - 5pmlnstagram Facebook

follow us for exclusive deals

Wide range of effective products 
available at an affordable price

• CBD Oil
• Tea
• Smokables
• Edibles

• Topicals
• Pet Treats
• Coffee

Soothing, Tasteful & Smooth

10% Off
your purchase
of $30 or more
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Open
Tues. 9-5, Wed. 9-6,

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-2

after hours by appointment
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20Numismatist over 25 years

In business since 2008
Served over 15,000 customers

COVID
Compliant

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

Ticks Are Out!

(860) 859-3100
B#2559

100% Natural Botanical 
Treatments kill and repel
ticks without chemicals!

Organic
Tick Controls
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860-267-PAWS (7297)

Tiny Paws

Yabba! Dabba! Do!

Tiny Paws is here for you!

Marley Before Marley After
Ask For Kim

82 Main Street
East Hampton, CT

Town of East Hampton
Sewer Use Bills due April 1, 2021

The second half of the East Hampton Sewer Use bills is due 
on April, 1, 2021. The last day to pay the Sewer Use fee 
for the April 1, 2021 installment without a penalty is May 3, 
2021. Payments received May 3, 2021 and later, including 
payments postmarked May 3, and later, are considered past 
due and will be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per 
month. or a fraction thereof, 18% per annum, from the due 
date of the tax, as required by Connecticut General State 
Statues 12-130 and 146. The minimum interest charge is 
$2 on each tax bill.  A returned check fee is $20.  Payments 
legibly postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service on or before 
April 1, 2021 are considered on time regardless of when 
they are received by the Collector of Revenue.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a 
bill does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, 
interest charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. 
Stat. 12-130 and 12-146.  Interest is charged on all late pay-
ments.  There are no exceptions.
There are multiple payment options: 
Pay by Mail: Please make checks payable to Town of East 
Hampton.  Payments may be mailed to Collector of Rev-
enue, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  
Pay Online: Visit www.easthamptonct.gov.  Note: Your 
sewer account number is required when making a payment 
online.
Pay by Drop Box: There is a drop box located in the front of 
the Town Hall at 1 Community Drive. Do not leave cash in 
the drop box unless you have arranged it with the Collector 
of Revenue. 
Pay in Person: When paying in person at the Tax Office 
at the Town Hall, all taxpayers must adhere to the CDC 
guidelines. This includes wearing a mask upon entering the 
building and practicing social distancing.

3TB 3/26, 4/9, 4/23

Town Manager Proposes Nearly 5% Budget Hike
by Jack Lakowsky

East Hampton Town Manager David Cox on 
Monday presented to the town’s Board of Fi-
nance a $49.79 million 2021-22 town budget 
request, an increase of about $2.3 million over 
the current spending plan, or 4.91%. 

Superintendent of East Hampton Schools 
Paul Smith also presented the district’s $33.19 
million request, an increase of about 3.28% 
over the current fiscal year, which makes up 
most of the town’s request. 

General town operations account for about 
$12 million of the proposal, about a $440,000 
increase. 

The proposed budget calls for a tax increase 
at a rate of about 1.59 mills, resulting in a rate 
of 34.73 mills, about a 4.8% increase. 

The proposed budget calls for a tax levy of 
about $40.9 million. 

According to Cox’s written report on the bud-
get, the October 2020 Net Grand List for East 
Hampton is nearly $1.2 billion, which repre-
sents an increase of about $37.4 million, or 3%, 
over the prior grand list. 

Cox said the proposed budget jump is a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In the budget process last year, the town 
passed essentially a flat budget, minimizing 
the tax levy and freezing the mill rate for East 
Hampton residents. 

This newest budget attempts to even out that 
decision from last year.

“Bold steps were taken in the preparation and 
adoption of the previous fiscal [year’s budget] 
at the onset of [the pandemic],” said Cox in his 
narrative. 

Cox wrote that the various town department 
heads and administrators first submit to him 
their budget recommendations. Cox then ad-
justs these requests as appropriate. 

“In a holistic way, the future of the commu-
nity is assessed with an effort to provide suffi-
cient and appropriate resources so that program 
needs can be met or enhanced,” Cox’s report 
reads.  

There is a large increase in the town’s debt 
load in the proposal as the town will make its 
final payments for the high school renovation 
project and will begin realizing the debt in-
curred from the new town hall. Debt service ac-
counts for $3.6 million of the proposal. 

Other changes Cox noted were the addition 
of a part time Deputy Fire Marshall, as the fire 
department has trouble meeting routine inspec-
tions of commercial and multi-family buildings. 
The position would be funded for about a 19.5-
hour work week. 

Changes at the senior center are proposed as 
well, and future budgets will continue to focus 
on the growing needs there, and of the growing 
senior population in East Hampton. Previous 
budgets have funded a part-time food service 
assistant, which will no longer be necessary 
as the social service agency providing meals 
to the center as agreed to a five-days-per-week 
service. 

The senior center food assistant would be 
moved to a more flexible assistant’s position to 
better suit the center’s staffing needs. 

The new town hall also incurred a new staff-
ing cost in the proposal. The town’s parks and 
recreation department budget includes funding 
for a year-round part-time maintenance worker 
to help with the additional mowing required at 
the new town hall. 

Capital improvements are a major ticket item 
in the proposal as well. 

In January, the town’s Capital Improvement 
Committee recommended to the town manager 

a plan outlining $2.5 million in projects, as well 
as equipment and vehicle purchases. 

These activities would be funded through 
grants and a $1.3 million transfer from the gen-
eral fund, according to Cox’s report. 

Another major capital line item covers about 
$160,000 in new body and dashboard cameras 
for the town’s police. Last year’s Police Ac-
countability Bill required all state police depart-
ments to have such equipment. 

Cox, noting he feels the committee’s re-
quest was appropriate, said he reduced this by 
$400,000, down to $885,725. 

Cox said this is an incremental step towards 
recovering the funds lost to capital projects due 
to the pandemic. 

“The community will need to plan for annual 
investments of current funds in the amount of 
$1.2 to $1.4 million in the coming years.”

Budget workshops were held throughout this 
week. Budget deliberations will pick up again 
at the start of April. A town meeting is expected 
for Monday, May 3, with a referendum slated 
for May 11. 

The Board of Finance will finalize the mill 
rate in June. 

Locals can send their thoughts on the budget 
proposal to budget@easthamptonct.gov.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

continues to be closed, although staff is avail-
able (860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov) Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampt 
on-senior-center. Contact the center to receive 
a copy of its email or regular mail newsletters. 
Note: All online program registration is now at 
MyActiveCenter.com; call the senior center for 
assistance.

Virtual Lunch Bunch: Every other Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. for an hour, via Zoom. Register 
online. Next date is April 5. 

Seated Yoga with Kitch via Zoom: Next 
session is Wednesdays through May 26 (started 
March 24), from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Regis-
ter online. Fee is $20. Payment may be mailed 
to: East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 
East Hampton, CT 06424; make check payable 
to the Town of East Hampton.

March Winds: Monday, March 29, 10 a.m., 
via Zoom. This is a question-and-answer ses-
sion on how to sign up for MyActiveCenter.
com. Call the center to register.

Bingo via Telephone/Conference Call: 
Next date is Friday, April 2, at 10 a.m. Call the 
center to register and schedule a time to pick up 
your bingo cards.

Creative Crafts/Batik Silk Painting: 
Wednesday, April 14, 1-2:30 p.m. The work-
shop will be hosted by Color Cruiser, a business 
owned and run by two teenagers from Califor-
nia. Register online. 

Live Well Program: This six-week class on 
living well with and managing chronic condi-
tions is offered via telephone, conference-call 
style. Call the center for more information and 
to register.

Weekly Virtual Events: Register online via 
MyActiveCenter.com. Schedule: Bingo: Tues-
days at 1 p.m.; Writing Our Lives to Open Our 
Hearts: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Register 
online. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. If in-
terested or for more information, including how 
to arrange payment, call 860-267-4426 or email 
jewing@easthampton.gov.

Pot Roast Reminder
Those who have reserved a pot roast din-

ner from the Second Congregational Church 
of Middle Haddam are reminded pick-up 
time is 2-4 p.m. Saturday, March 27. Reheat 
your dinners at 350 degrees for one hour.

The church can serve nine more dinners; 
to reserve one, call Betty at 860-214-5429 
or Kathy at 860-510-8192. 

YPCCA Announces Summer Show
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

is accepting enrollment for its 2021 summer 
theater camp, to take place at East Hampton 
High School during July. YPCCA is a non-prof-
it theater arts camp.

Mornings at YPCCA are devoted to work-
shops in such artistic endeavors as Show Choir, 
Stage Combat, Comedy Improvisation and 
Shakespeare. Afternoons are spent rehearsing 
for a full-length musical production – which 
this year is the smash Broadway hit Mamma 
Mia!, based on the music of the band ABBA. 

Auditions will take place at EHHS in June. 
It is not mandatory to audition to participate in 
the camp; everyone is in the show whether they 

audition or not. Students will be asked to sing, 
dance and read at the auditions. The cast list 
will be announced the first day of camp.

YPCCA will take place Monday, June 28, 
through Sunday, July 25. It is open to students 
entering grades six through freshman year of 
college. Tuition for the four-week program is 
$600 per student if you register by May 1. Two 
full and two partial scholarships are also offered 
each summer.

For more information and a brochure, call 
860-754-6145 or email info@ypcca.org. Addi-
tional information about the camp and online 
registration is available at www.ypcca.org.

Joe Barber
Memorial Scholarship 

Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Auxiliary 5095 is of-
fering the $1,000 Joe Barber Memorial Scholar-
ship to graduating high school seniors. 
Applicant must be an East Hampton resident 
(attending any high school, not just East Hamp-
ton High School) who has been accepted to at-
tend an institute of higher learning after gradu-
ation.

For applications, stop by the EHHS guidance 
office or VFW Post 5095 (20 North Maple St.), 
or email kbarber03@snet.net. Applications are 
due April 9. 
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Retirement & Income Strategies
Estate Strategies • Annuities & Protection Strategies
Business & Retirement Plans • Saving for Education

Member SIPC

Richard Shonk

TAX SERVICE
860-295-9343

rljshonk@yahoo.com
www.rlsglobalconsultinginc.com
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Us 
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Grant Applications Due in April
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion is continuing to seek grant applications 
from East Hampton organizations and individu-
als with programs and/or projects designed to 
enrich residents’ lives through the arts. Dead-
line to apply is April 1.

There are two $500 grants available. Grants 
will be awarded to East Hampton individuals or 
organizations the commission determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria: The artistic and organizational qual-
ity of the organization and/or project and its 
likelihood of continuing viability or success, 

and the organization’s or project’s accessibility 
and service to the East Hampton community. 
Grant recipients must credit the East Hampton 
Arts and Culture Commission on all press re-
leases, posters, print advertising and programs. 

An interview may be requested of the candi-
date prior to awarding the grant. A progress up-
date will be required six months after the award 
date, with a final report required one year after 
the award date.

Visit www.artsforeasthamptonct.org for ap-
plications; mail them to Town Manager’s Office, 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or email to arts@easthamptonct.org.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has made the following announcements. For 
more information, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ages 2 and up are 
required to wear masks that cover nose and 
mouth, and observe social distancing. If unable 
or unwilling to wear a mask, call the library to 
schedule a curbside delivery. 

Weekly Activities for Kids: Stories and 
Songs: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. via Zoom, for 
ages 1-5. No registration required. Family Bed-
time Stories: Mondays at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom, 
for ages 3-8. This program combines stories, 
songs and literacy activities. Siblings, pajamas, 
and stuffed animal friends welcome. No regis-
tration required; just drop in. Mindful Move-
ments: Thursdays, 10 a.m., via Zoom, for ages 
3-8. This is an early literacy program for child 
and caregiver that combines singing, dancing, 
and whole body movement. Siblings welcome. 
For weekly reminders and recordings, register 
online.

Virtual Afterschool Programs: Footprints, 
Fribrarys, and Fundays: Programs are at 4 
p.m. over Zoom. Registration required. Sched-

ule: Footprints, for grades 2-3, April 9 and 30; 
Fribrary, for grades 4-5, April 23, May 7 and 
May 28; Monday Funday, for grades 6-8, April 
19 and May 24.

Science Explorers: Project Bags for 
Grades 2-5: Tuesday, April 6, 10 a.m. Explore 
the world of science with an interactive take 
home project bag. Registration required. The 
library will let people know when the kits are 
ready for pickup.

Adult Programs: Author Event! Martha 
Hall Kelly: Sunflower Sisters: Tuesday, April 
20, 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. New York Times best-
selling author Martha Hall Kelly, who wrote the 
books Lilac Girls and Lost Roses, will discuss 
her latest book, Sunflower Sisters. Books will 
be available for sale and borrowing prior to the 
event at the library. Registration required.

Book Club: Sunflower Sisters is also the 
April Book Club selection. There will be a dis-
cussion of the book via Zoom on Tuesday, April 
27, at 6:30 p.m., and Thursday, April 29, at 2 
p.m. Register online for the Zoom link. Cop-
ies of the book are available for checkout at the 
circulation desk. 

Waiving Fines and Fees: The library will 
waive all fines and fees for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

Ham Shoots
The Belltown Sportsman’s Club will have 

ham shoots Sunday, March 28, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., at the club grounds, located off Tartia 
Road.

Bring your own shotgun or one will be pro-
vided. Shells supplied; 410, 20 and 12 gauge. 
Cost is $3 per shot. Refreshments available. For 
more information, call Curly at 860-638-7221.

Spring Classes
at Epoch Arts

Epoch Arts is offering eight-week classes this 
spring. Classes include Animal Art, Arts and 
Crafts, Create Your Own Fairy Garden, Improv 
Troupe, and more. 

Epoch also welcomes back its preschool and 
kindergarten class this season in the “Fun with 
Eric Carle” class. Also, two original theatrical 
performances by Breaking Silences and the cast 
of Mainstage will be held outdoors late spring 
on Epoch’s new outdoor stage. 

Class size is small and COVID-19 protocols 
will be followed. Classes are held at 27 Skinner 
St., and begin April 5. Register at www.epoch-
arts.org/classes-registration. 

Shoe Drive
Wrapping Up

 The East Hampton Lions’ shoe drive col-
lection runs through March 27. The Lions 
are asking people to donate new or gently-
worn shoes, sneakers, boots and slippers. 
Donations will be used to support small 
businesses in developing countries.

 Shoes may be dropped off at Ace Hard-
ware. To have them picked up, call 860-
977-5760 or 860-593-1220.

Chatham Gallery
Opens at Town Hall

The East Hampton Art Association recently 
revealed its new Chatham Art Gallery. It is lo-
cated in the new Town Hall at 1 Community 
Drive. It has lighting to show off everyone’s 
artwork. 

The Chatham Gallery is accessible for deliv-
ering and hanging artwork as there is an eleva-
tor just inside the front door. The gallery has the 
Walker system installed, which makes it easy 
to adjust the artwork. The gallery is located 
near the Town Manager’s office at the top of the 
stairs.

The East Hampton Art Association welcomes 
all to stop by and view the artwork. Members 
who would like to show their artwork should 
call Lenora Bear to schedule a month for your 
showing. If you are not a member, the dues are 
$15 for a year. 

Police News
3/15: Wesley Holstein, 19, of New London, 

was issued a summons for misuse of plates, 
operating without a license and operating an 
unregistered and uninsured motor vehicle, East 
Hampton Police said. 

3/16: Colin McBriarty, 31, of 7 Grove St., 
Portland, was arrested and charged with misuse 
of plates, operating a motor vehicle while un-
der suspension, reckless driving, disobeying an 
officer’s signal, speeding and failure to obey a 
stop sign, police said. 

Also, from March 8-14, officers responded to 
four medical calls, eight motor vehicle crashes 
and four alarms, and made 20 traffic stops, po-
lice said.

Barbecue Chicken
Dinner Takeout Event
Haddam Neck Covenant Church is host-

ing a Barbecue Chicken Dinner Drive-Thru 
Takeout Event on Saturday, April 10, by res-
ervation only.  Reservations are due April 3.

This is the barbecue chicken the church 
has sold at Haddam Neck Fair for over 
40 years. The dinner includes a thigh/leg 
chicken quarter, baked beans, coleslaw and 
cornbread. Cost is $10, cash only. 

Call in your reservation to the church 
office at 860-267-2336 and indicate your 
pick-up time: noon-1 p.m., 1-2 p.m., 3-4 
p.m., 4-5 p.m. and 5-6 p.m.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is locat-
ed at 17 Haddam Neck Rd. Office hours are 
Monday through Friday from 12:30-4:30 
p.m.

Congregational Church News
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, will open for in-person services 
beginning Palm Sunday, March 28, at 10 a.m. 
Masks, hand sanitizing and social distancing 
are required.

An online Maundy Thursday Tenebrae ser-
vice will take place via Zoom Thursday, April 
1, at 7 p.m., and the church will again be in the 
sanctuary for Easter Service at 10 a.m. Sunday, 
April 4. 

All services can also be accessed at cc-eh.

org.
Sunday School classes will also resume in 

person beginning Palm Sunday.
The Teen Youth Group will meet Friday, 

March 26, from 6:30-8 p.m. Grades 6-12 are 
welcome. 

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 
860-267-4959 during office hours, Tuesday-
Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. In case of pasto-
ral emergencies, the Rev. Jim Latimer can be 
reached at 610-568-2480.
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GunG Ho
Chinese and Japanese Restaurant

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Call (860) 537-3862 
for Reservations & Take Out

36 Main Street, Colchester
— Junction of Rt. 85 & Rt. 16 —

We are located across from the beautiful
Colchester Town Green & next to the Cragin Library.

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm, Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

Vietnamese Noodle Soup (Phở) 
Available Every Day

Call for Take ouT

CoMe CheCk 

uS out!

Things To Do

Fine Italian 
& American 

Cuisine
Fine Dining & Banquet 
Room (up to 135 people)

Make Your Easter Reservations Early!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66) •  Portland • (860) 398-5411
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

RE3-26-21

— 1/2 Capacity to Ensure Safety —

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/21. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine

Catering • Salad Bar 
Prime Rib Dinner - Thurs, Fri., Sat.

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.comRestaurant & Catering Service

$995Large 1 Item
PIzza

Taste the Quality of
Our Fresh Ground Certified Angus 

Beef Gourmet Steak Burgers!

The Family 4 Pack Deal is Back!
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Available Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. after 4pm
24 hour notice required. Take-out only.

Not valid with any coupons or discounts.

Choose from oNe of The 
followiNg diNNers:

Chicken Parmigiana
Broccoli alfredo
Stuffed Shells
Lazy Lasagna

Chicken Piccata
Chicken Marsala

$3000 Dinner For 4 Includes
Salad & Garlic Knots

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL AUTHORITY

ATTENTION SEWER USERS

Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to 
the sewers in East Hampton that the second installment 
of the sewer use payment is due and payable on April 1, 
2021. The last day on which to pay without penalty is May 
3, 2021.  Payments received May 3, 2021 and later, includ-
ing payments postmarked May 3, and later, are considered 
past due and will be subject to an interest penalty of 
1.50% per month. or a fraction thereof, 18% per annum, 
from the due date of the tax, as required by Connecticut 
General State Statues 12-130 and 146. The minimum 
interest charge is $2 on each tax bill.  A returned check fee 
is $20.  Payments legibly postmarked by the U.S. Postal 
Service on or before April 1, 2021 are considered on time 
regardless of when they are received by the Collector of 
Revenue.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see 
that taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or 
received a bill does not exempt the taxpayer from payment 
of all taxes, interest charges and collection costs, as per 
Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130 and 12-146.  Interest is charged 
on all late payments.  There are no exceptions.
Please make checks payable to Town of East Hampton.  
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 
Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online 
by visiting our website at www.easthamptonct.gov . Note: 
Your sewer account number is required when making a 
payment online.
Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and 
Friday 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.
Respectively Submitted,
Scott Clayton
Public Utilities Administrator 3TB 3/26, 4/9, 4/23

Gazebo Concert Lineup
The Joseph N. Goff House Museum will hold 

the 22nd annual Goff House Gazebo Concert 
Series Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. from June 24-
July 29. The band lineup is: 

 June 24: T Ray, performing acoustic coun-
try, rock, folk and pop music from the 1940s 
to today; July 1: Centerline Band, performing 
rock ‘n roll, country and blues; July 8: Mick 
and Vic, an acoustic duo performing hits from 
the ‘50s to today; July 15: Flamingo Big Band, 
a 15-piece all-female group performing music 
from the swing era with a sprinkling of rock, 
pop, rhythm and blues; July 22: 3 Gals 3, a vo-
cal trio of three female Connecticut musicians 
who perform three decades of musical genres; 

July 29: Leaf Jumpers, preforming rock hits 
from the ‘90s to today, along with their own 
modern originals. 

There will be no rain location or bathrooms 
available during the concerts. Listeners must 
wear masks when arriving and leaving the 
shows and maintain six feet apart from other 
audience members as part of COVID-19 safety 
regulations. Picnics welcome. Admission is 
free.

Tax-deductible donations to help pay for the 
bands are being accepted now, at $250, $150, 
$75, $50 and $25 levels (or any amount). Do-
nations can be mailed to the Joseph N. Goff 
House, P.O. Box 337, East Hampton, CT 06424.

KoC Scholarship,
Grant Available

Belltown Knights of Columbus Council 6190 
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to a graduat-
ing high school senior who is continuing their 
education at an accredited college/university. 
Applicants must be a member of St. Patrick 
Church, East Hampton.

The council will also award a $500 Helping 
Hand grant to a member of St. Patrick Church 
who will attend Mercy, Xavier or East Catholic 
high schools.

For applications, stop by the parish center 
office, 47 W. High St., or email stpatrick47@
sbcglobal.net.

Kindergarten 
Registration 

Kindergarten registration packets for 
the 2021-22 school year is available at the 
Memorial School foyer and online at www.
easthamptonps.org/o/memorial-school.

To secure a screening appointment, re-
turn all completed registration paperwork 
to the school office or drop box in the foyer 
by Friday, March 26. Memorial School is 
located at 20 Smith St.

A parent information night will be held 
Thursday, May 6, at 6 p.m. Details to fol-
low.

Kindergarten screenings will be held 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. the week of May 24-28.

Submissions Sought for 
New Magazine

Epoch Arts is taking submissions for its new 
student-led magazine, which has the theme “In-
spiration and Encouragement.” 

Epoch is calling all artists age 12 and up to sub-
mit original works. Submissions can be photog-
raphy, poetry, short stories, lyrics, original songs 
and sheet music, and more. Send work via email. 
All visual art mediums are acceptable (painting, 
photography, drawing, sculpture, digital, prints, 
fiber art, collage or installation art), as well as 
other forms and styles of writings. The deadline 
for submissions is April 26. Send submissions 
with title, name of artist and age. “Adult” is 18 
and older. 

For more info, email Elizabeth Namen at eliza-
beth@epocharts.org or visit www.epocharts.org.

Lions Offering 
Scholarships 

The East Hampton Lions are offering three 
scholarships and one service award. All are 
$1,000 awards presented to East Hampton 
graduating seniors who are furthering their edu-
cation. 

Individuals graduating from East Hamp-
ton High School or programs outside of East 
Hampton are eligible. Applications are avail-
able at the East Hampton High School guidance 
office, and are due April 5.

Easter Egg Hunt
Haddam Neck Covenant Church will 

host its annual Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, March 27, at 1 p.m. Hundreds of 
colorful candy-filled eggs will be hidden 
outside the church. There will be Easter gift 
bags for the children to take home along 
with their candy.

All are welcome. Haddam Neck Cov-
enant Church is located at 17 Haddam Neck 
Rd., the road to the fairgrounds.

Rotary Scholarships 
Available 

The Rotary Club of East Hampton invites lo-
cal high school seniors from East Hampton and 
Marlborough as well as adult learners to apply 
for one of several scholarships. 

All residents are eligible, regardless of what 
high school they attend (public or private). Ap-
plicants can be attending any college, universi-
ty, trade school, vocational program, or veteran-
focused program. 

Applications can be obtained through the 
high school guidance office or at www.eastham 
ptonrotary.org, and can be emailed to scholar-
shipapp@yahoo.com. All applications are due 
April 10.

Haddam Neck
Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd., invites all to Sunday 
worship at 9 a.m., online at www.facebook.
com/Haddam-Neck-Covenant-Church or in 
person with masks, social distancing and safety 
protocols. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. The 
message series for Lent is “The Jesus Way.”

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help Pastor Tom explain the meaning of the 
message topic. This week, Cowger and Digger 
will talk about patience.

Bible Study: Cowger hosts a Zoom study 
entitled “God’s Peace and Prayers” every other 
Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. The foundation of 
the study is the book Armchair Mystic – How 
Contemplative Prayer Can Bring You Closer to 
God. 

Office Info: The church office can be reached 
at 860-267-2336. Office hours are Monday-Fri-
day, 12:30-4:30 p.m.

Maria’s Pizza Palace Restaurant
Quality Food at
a Family Price

OPEN: Tuesday–Friday 11am-8pm
Saturday & Sunday 8am-2pm for Breakfast

11am-8pm for Lunch & Dinner

744 Middletown Rd. • Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-267-8722
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LUNCH, DINNER & BREakfasT sPECIaLs • HOMEMaDE sOUPs • BEER & WINE sERVED 

Visit us online & place your order at: mariaspizzapalace.com
Delivery through www.fuddelivery.com

We take great pride in our work. We strive for a healthy environment for all. 
Masks and sanitation procedures are in place to ensure everyone’s safety!

BEst Pizza DEals iN tOwN! 
2 Large, 1 Topping Pizzas $29.95
Buy 3 Pizzas Get 1 Cheese fREE

Large Cheese / 10 Wings / Large salad $25.00
*Some exceptions apply. Offers cannot be combined.

 DINE IN  TakE OUT  CURBsIDE PICkUP  

Fresh Seafood Served
Fried Whole Belly Clams

Fish n Chips, Shrimp, Scallops & more!
Homemade Greek Dinners

 — Serving Our Full Menu —

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
wednesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

 

MAKE EASTER SUNDAY 
A FUN DAY!

and Patio!

PATIO IS NOW OPEN ON NICE DAYS!

We are open from 11am - 5pm Easter Sunday.

So whether you dine in or take out, make your reser-
vations early and then relax, we got you covered.

Check out the Special Easter Menu online!

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

R
E3

-2
6-

21



NEWS BULLETIN • March 26, 2021 Page 21

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

R
E

3-
12

-2
1

R
E

3-
19

-2
1

 I would like to thank all the staff members here at the facility, the nurses, 
and the therapy staff. Most importantly, I would like to recognize the two 
CNA’s that went above and beyond during my stay, Christopher and Rebecca. 
Whenever I needed them, they were there. They changed my outlook and 
I realized how valuable your life and health really is. They were part of my 
progress along with physical therapy; I was able to start walking by myself 
after being in a wheelchair. I can now get up by myself and maneuver my way 
around. 
 My experience at Marlborough was very good although in reality I did not 
want to be here. I wanted to be able to be at home. My life literally changed 
as I never went to college.  I felt my whole experience starting at Yale New 
Haven Hospital, going to Gaylord and then finishing at Marlborough was as 
if I was in college, and now I am finally graduating. My graduation date was 
March 11, 2021, and I could not be more proud of myself.

— Lewis Lara from Moodus, CT

860.295.9531 • www.marlboroughhealthcare.com
85 Stage Harbor road, MarlborougH, Ct 06447

 I wanted to provide a testimonial for my 
experience at Marlborough Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. My short-term stay 
was due to an infection and I had multiple 
surgeries. I initially went to Yale New Haven 
Hospital and then Gaylord. From Gaylord, I 
then transferred to Marlborough Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in Marlborough, CT to 
finish out my short-term therapy. 

Lewis Lara & his wife, Patricia Lara

RE3-20-20

Kitchen 
and Bath 
Renovation

Decks  Garages Basements
Additions Window/Door Replacement
Siding Snow Removal

Licensed & Insured

www.rlscarpentryllc.com

860-295-8443

Located at: 2 Independence Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447
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Kristee at Good Hair Day
offering haircuts for men and boys

Book online at
www.kristeeatgoodhairday.com

or call or text (860) 576-8355
to schedule your appointment.

Men’s cut $19 Military, First 
Responders

& Seniors $16Kids $16
14 & under

Community Offers Input on Superintendent Search
by Karla Santos 

While not many people showed up for Mon-
day’s “community conversation” regarding the 
search for new school superintendent, those 
who were there all agreed on one thing.

They all felt the next superintendent of the 
Marlborough school system must be someone 
willing to have a good relationship with the 
school community, including the teachers and 
staff of Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary 
School, the only school in the system.  

The meeting, held via Zoom, was led by Jo-
seph Erardi, a search consultant working with 
the Marlborough Board of Education. The 
school board is tasked with finding a replace-
ment for David Sklarz, who announced in De-
cember he’d be retiring in June, after serving as 
school superintendent for 11 years. 

During his time in Marlborough, Sklarz be-
came known for having a good relationship 
with school staff, teachers and children – and 

that’s one thing those in attendance Monday 
stressed they don’t want to lose. 

Pamela Farrington, a teacher at the elemen-
tary school, stressed that, due to Sklarz only be-
ing in charge of the one school in town, he has 
a connection with staff and teachers that one 
might not see in other, larger school systems. 
She hopes whoever replaces him next can foster 
a similar connection. 

“We just want to make sure that anybody who 
comes to Marlborough understands that this is 
really a unique situation that they are in,” Far-
rington said. “It’s not like being a superinten-
dent in a big district. These are interpersonal 
relationships; these are face-to-face conversa-
tions.” 

Erardi said he feels the strong relationships 
in the school system are a big positive for folks 
who might be considering applying for the po-
sition.

“I think there are extraordinary relationships 
right now between faculty and staff, school 
board and the superintendent,” Erardi said. 
“Marlborough Board of Education and Marl-
borough Elementary School checks every box.” 

During the meeting, Erardi asked the hand-
ful of individuals who attended to tell him the 
best advice they would like to give to the school 
board in regards to the hiring process. 

Laurel Killough and her husband Gustavo 
Fernandez were the only parents that took 
part in the meeting. They have children in first 
and fifth grade at Marlborough Elementary. 
Killough stressed that she hopes whoever the 
school board hires has plans to stick around 
Marlborough for a while. 

“We would like to have somebody who 
comes out to be a good fit, and wants to stay in 
the district for a number of years before mov-
ing on to the next step in their career,” Killough 
said. 

She was also in agreement that a good rela-
tionship between the next superintendent and 
the teachers and staff of the school is “really 
important.” 

Erardi stressed why what he does as a search 
consultant is an important role. He said that 
while people can learn facts about a potential 
superintendent through simple Google search-

es, “what you can’t find is climate and culture, 
and that’s my job.”  

Erardi said that, as part of his job, he doesn’t 
only call the candidates’ references, but he also 
reaches out to “people who don’t necessarily 
expect the call around that candidate because I 
have to ensure climate and culture.” 

Erardi said he also has a private investigator 
in charge of handling background checks for 
the candidates. 

Erardi told those in attendance he is “re-
ally pleased with the interest and with the pool 
of applicants” for the position so far. He said 
around 14 people have applied, and he expects 
to receive even more applications before the 
deadline of April 2.

Erardi said the new superintendent will prob-
ably be hired in May, but will not start the posi-
tion until July. 

While the exact process is up to the Board 
of Education, Erardi said there will most likely 
be six to eight candidates called for initial in-
terviews, with that number narrowed down to 
two or three called back for a second interview. 
From there, the list will be whittled still further, 
with the remaining finalists having a third inter-
view as well as a site visit if COVID-19 condi-
tions allow, he said. 

Richmond Library News & Notes
The Richmond Memorial Library building, 

located at 15 School Drive, remains closed, but 
there are many services still being offered. For 
more information, call the library at 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info. 

Library2Go Curbside Pickup: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Library2Go Take & Make Kits: Kids ages 
4-10 can pick up a kit with instructions and ma-
terials to make a braided polar animal heart. Pa-
rental supervision and/or help may be needed. 
Available while supplies last. 

Virtual Storytimes: Monday, April 12, 
10 a.m., for ages 2-3, and Fridays, March 26 
and April 9, for ages 3-5. Email richmondpro-
grams@gmail.com to register.

Spring Lunch Bunch: Wednesday, April 7, 
at 11:30 a.m., in the Blish Park pavilion, best 
for ages 2-5. Masks must be worn and social 
distancing measures must be followed. One 
family/household per picnic table will be al-
lowed. Email richmondprograms@gmail.com 
or call the library to register. Space is limited.

Teen Take and Make Kit: Teens (ages 11 
and up) can make arrangements to pick up a 
kit that includes directions and the supplies to 
make a CD weaving craft.

National Library Week: April 4-10. While 
supplies last, origami bookmarks will be given 
to anyone who checks out materials using curb-
side pickup. There will be coloring pages and 
word search puzzles given out as well.

Virtual Tour of Ford’s Theatre: Thursday, 
April 8, 6 p.m., via Zoom. In this guided tour, 
learn the details of the assassination conspiracy 
and the fate of those involved in the death of 
Abraham Lincoln. Stops on the tour include: 
the balcony and orchestra levels of the his-
toric theatre; entrance to the President’s Box, 
where John Wilkes Booth waited to shoot the 
president; the historic stage; and the back alley, 
where you can follow Booth’s escape route.

Tenement Museum Tour: Irish Outsid-
ers: Tuesday, April 6, from 6:30-7:30 p.m., via 
Zoom. Offered in conjunction with the Tene-
ment Museum in New York. Take a virtual walk 
through the 1860s New York tenement of Irish 
immigrants Joseph and Bridget Moore, to un-
derstand daily life and their experiences as Irish 
New Yorkers. Registration required; max num-
ber of participants is 30. Email richmondpro-
grams@gmail.com to register.

Book Drop Open: Items are quarantined 
for 72 hours before being checked in. Overdue 
fines are not accruing at this time. 

Curbside Printing: Email a JPEG, DOC, 
or PDF to richmondprograms@gmail.com and 
staff will print it for you. Charges: the first two 
pages are free; cost thereafter is 25 cents per 
black and white page and 50 cents per color 
page. Exact change must be put in a sealed 
envelope with your name on it and left in the 
library book drop. Staff will contact you when 
the item is available for pick-up. Allow up to 
one full business day.

Second Blessings to Reopen
Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located at 

Marlborough Congregational Church, 35 S. 
Main St., will re-open Saturday, April 10. 
Shopping hours are Saturdays from 9 a.m.-
noon.

Second Blessings has been closed since 
March 2020, but donations have continued 
to arrive. The shop has expanded into two 
rooms featuring “Holiday Highlights,” “An-

tique Boutique,” “Kids Korner,” “Bangles 
and Beads,” and more. Items include jewelry, 
everyday and formal china, silver, glassware, 
baking, cooking and serving, name-brand 
handbags and accessories, lamps, signed 
prints, children’s, seasonal items, and more. 
Each week new items will be featured.

Safety protocols will be observed, with 
masks required.  
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Hours: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-295-9366

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
For Men, WoMen And CHildren

DOUG’S iS NOw OPEN!!!
Services By Appointments Only
— including same-day appointments —
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Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to sandy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins, 
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE3-19-21

Delicious Lunch 
Specials Daily!

Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!
Spinach Potato & Cheese

Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese
with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Serving BreakfaSt, lunch & dinner

order Your easter cakes, Pies,
Babka & challah Bread early!
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 Please Call Joe Wroblewski
FOR A FREE, No Obligation Consultation

860-372-4967

We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Dental Plans for Medicare Eligible Individuals
Call Joe For a Free Quote

Joe Wroblewski:
Helping people in the
area for over 20 years

Turning 65? Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans • Medigap Supplements
Advantage Plans...Please Call Joe

185 SilaS Deane Hwy.
wetHerSfielD, Ct

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound Behind Citgo
www.northeastautoandtruck.com

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

Full Service repair

TOWiNG ServiceS availaBle!
FOreiGN & DOmeSTic!
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We Sell USed CarS!
Financing available

Now Offering leasing Options

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203. Parks and Rec. advises people not to wait 
until the last minute to register, as the program 
may be canceled if minimum registration is not 
fulfilled by a certain date. 

Youth Programs: Kids Easter Candy 
Workshop: Tuesday, March 30, 3:15-4:15, at 
Marlborough Senior Center, for grades 4-8. 
Fee: $28/residents, $33/non-residents.

Artventureswithkids!: Thursdays, April 
8-May 20, 4:15-5:15 p.m., at Marlborough Se-
nior Center, for grades K-4. Fee: $99/residents, 
$104/non-residents.

Skyhawks Mini–Hawk (Soccer, Baseball 
and Basketball): At Blish Park Thursdays, 
April 1-29, 4:30-5:30 p.m. for ages 4-6, and 
5:30-6:30 p.m. for ages 7-10. Fee: $85/resi-
dents, $90/non-residents. 

Kids Sewing – PJ Pants: Tuesday, April 6, 
5:30-7 p.m., for ages 8-18. Class instruction is 
virtual. All materials provided. Fee: $43/resi-
dents, $48/non-residents.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 17-June 12, 
at the West Road Baseball Field. Mini, for age 
2, is 3- 3:45 p.m., and Classic, for ages 3-5, is 
3:45-4:30 p.m. Fee: $100/residents, $105/non-
residents. 

Kids Sewing – Stretch and Sew Leggings: 
Wednesday, April 21, 5:30-7 p.m., for ages 
8-18. Class instruction is virtual. All materials 
provided. Fee: $43/resident, $48/non-resident. 

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class: Choose Mon-
days, April 26-June 7 (no class May 31), 5:30-
6 p.m., or Saturdays, May 1-June 12 (no class 
May 29), 8:40-9:10 a.m. For ages 2-3 with 
caregiver. Classes held at Dance Dynamics in 
Hebron. Fee: $85.

Mad Science – Mad Labs: Tuesdays, April 
27-June 15, for 3:15-4:15 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center, for grades K-6. Fee: $150/resi-
dent, $155/non-residents.

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up, English or Western-style instruction. The 
lessons are private and are an hour in length. 
Lesson days and times are flexible; the instruc-
tor will contact you to set up. Fee: four lessons 
for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Barre/Pilates: Monday, 
March 29, 5:30-6:15 p.m., or Wednesday, 
March 31, 6-6:45 p.m. Class instruction is vir-
tual. Fee: $15. 

Yoga: Monday, March 29, 6:30-7:30 p.m., or 
Tuesday, March 30, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Class in-
struction is virtual. Fee: $15.

Adult Tap: Thursdays, April 8-June 10 (no 
class April 22), 6:30-7:15 p.m., at Dance Dy-
namics in Hebron. This is a mixed-level class. 
Fee: $155.

Dog Obedience – Polite Dog Manners: 
Tuesdays, April 20-May 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Beginner level 
classes for dogs 5 months and older. Fee: $120/
resident, $125/non-resident.

May Youth Programs: Mondays, May 3 and 
10, 5:30-7 p.m., for ages 8-18. Class instruction 
is virtual. Fee: $53/residents, $58/non-residents. 

Kids Intro to Machine Sewing 101: Tues-
days, May 4-25, 5:30-7 p.m., for ages 8-18. 
Projects will vary; materials will be delivered. 
All participants must have their own sewing 
machine. Class instruction is virtual. Fee: $103/
residents, $108/non-residents. 

Tennis Lessons: Mondays, May 10-June 
7, at the Blish Park tennis court. Ages 5-7 are 
3:45-4:30 p.m., and cost is $83/resident, $88/
non-resident. Ages 8-12 are 4:30-5:30 p.m., and 
cost is $90/resident, $95/non-resident.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. The Rev. Thomas 
J. Sas is pastor, John McKaig is deacon and 
the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. The 
church office can be reached at 860-295-0001 
or. For more information, visit www.stjfchurch.
org, or look for the church on Facebook (Saint 
John Fisher Roman Catholic Church) or Twitter 
(@StJohnFisher_CT). 

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 
a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks required. A 
maximum of 44 parishioners is able to attend 
each Mass; pre-registration required (on the 
church website via a live link available Thurs-
day mornings). Contact the parish office with 
questions. 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday and Thursday at 
8:30 a.m. Appropriate spatial distancing and 
use of masks are required and disinfectants will 
be provided.

Online Mass: Each weekend’s Mass is also 
available on the parish website, starting at 4 
p.m. Saturdays. 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Face-to-face office visits 

are limited due to COVID-19 regulations. Call 
before heading over or connect via the phone. 

Youth Faith Formation Programs: There 
are currently virtual classes and continued 
outreach; grades 1-8 should contact Faith For-
mation Coordinator Theresa Brysgel at 860-
830-2194 or tbrysgel@stjfchurch.org, and 
Confirmation Grades 9-10 should contact Con-
firmation Director Jen O’Neill at oneill.jen@
comcast.net. 

Youth Group and Youth Leadership “Teen 
Emmaus”: High school students continue vir-
tual meetings and connections. Contact O’Neill 
for information. 

Adult Faith Formation: Contact O’Neill for 
information on program offerings and virtual 
opportunities. 

RCIA and Adult Confirmation Programs: 
For more information, contact RCIA Coordina-
tor James Castellani at jcast@stjfisher.org or 
860-295-9904.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. Appropriate spatial distanc-
ing and use of masks are required and disinfec-
tants will be provided.

Congregational Church News
Marlborough Congregational Church, locat-

ed at 35 S. Main St., livestreams Sunday wor-
ship each week at 10 a.m. through the church 
website, mcc.marlcongchurch.org. 

Regular participants include church pastor 
the Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Carolyn Brodginski, 
organist Dave Mulligan, and other musicians 
and participants from the church and commu-
nity. A Message for the Children by Christian 
Education/Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson 
is given immediately following the worship ser-
vice. 

Sunday services are also recorded and avail-
able for viewing on the church website later that 
same day. All previous worship services can be 
viewed through the webpage.

Holy Week Schedule: The March 28 Palm 
Sunday service will be led by Faulhaber and 
livestreamed through the church website at 10 
a.m. Palms will be available outside the church 
by the front doors before and after worship.  

Maundy Thursday worship will be streamed 
through the church website at 7 p.m. April 1.

An in-person Easter Sunrise Service will be 
held lakeside at Lake Terramuggus at 7 a.m. 
April 4. Wear a mask and bring your own chair. 

At 10 a.m., the Easter Sunday worship will be 
streamed through the church website. 

All worship services are available for view-
ing through the webpage on YouTube.

Phone messages are checked at Faulhaber’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432 and at the church 
office at 860-295-9050.

Mission-giving through March will go to 
Marlborough Food Bank. To donate, make 
your check payable to MCC, note “First Quar-
ter Missions,” and mail it to the church at P.O. 
Box 57, Marlborough. The Senior High Youth 
Group sponsors the Drive-Thru Café, now held 
twice monthly. Donations to the group for this 
project may be made through the church; note 
‘Drive-Thru Café.’ 

All students in grades 5-7 are invited to Ju-
nior Youth Group. For more information, con-
tact Gwen Lawson at gwendolynn78@yahoo.
com.

Amazon Smile donates .5% of purchases 
back to the church when you sign in using 
smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1038392. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is planning 
to reopen in April, but is selling on eBay. New 
items are listed each week at bit.ly/MCCebay.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HealTH CaRe

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
vOlunTeerS & FOSTer hOmeS neeDeD – For information call: 860-569-0722

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org
Protectors of Animals, Inc.

144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

“Pet of the Week”
Three year old JJ came to us because her favorite 
person passed away. JJ would prefer to be your 
one and only, and when other cats are around she 
is anxious and unpredictable. JJ would be happiest 
in a quiet home with a predictable routine. She is 
decidedly not a fan of noise or chaos, and would 
probably be uncomfortable with small children or 
crowds of people. If you have some cat experience 
(but currently have no other cats) and are looking 
for a cuddly beauty to keep you company while 
you work from home or for a cat who wants 
nothing more than to hang out in your lap while 
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Okay, 3 year old Jackie isn’t 
really Irish. But her eyes 
sure do shine and she will 
definitely steal your heart. 
Jackie has fur like black 
velvet and eyes that sparkle 
like stars. She is as soft and 
cuddly as a teddy bear and 
twice as sweet. Yes, she likes to play but she is medium energy. Jackie wants 
to be your one and only cat. She doesn’t want to share the limelight or her 
people. So if you are looking for a companion for your cat, Jackie is not 
your girl. But if you are looking for a best friend for you? Well, whether or 
not you are Irish, we can guarantee that Jackie will make your heart happy.you read or watch television, please ask about JJ. She can’t wait to meet you.
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School Board Returning Surplus to Towns 
by Sloan Brewster

The RHAM Board of Education is returning 
to the three towns in the district all the money 
it did not spend last year – including approxi-
mately $305,000 it would normally keep.

At a special meeting Tuesday, the board 
unanimously agreed to a scenario suggested by 
Interim Superintendent of Schools Scott Leslie. 
The plan divides the 1% of the district’s sur-
plus, over which it has control, between the 
three towns while still funding a list of capital 
projects.

According to the 2019-20 audit, the district 
has $753,931 in surplus, Leslie said in a phone 
call Wednesday. A higher than usual surplus 
amount, he attributed it to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which left schools closed and put stu-
dents in remote learning from March of last 
year through the close of school in June.

“We didn’t run busses since last March, we 
didn’t have substitutes,” the superintendent 
said. “There’s just a lot we didn’t spend that 
normally we would’ve spent.”

In 2018, the board had $269,494 in surplus 
and returned $197,079 of that to the towns, 
keeping $72,415 for capital needs. Between 
2014 and 2017, the board kept all the surplus 
funds as they were within 1% of its budget. 

In 2017, $66,298 was leftover; in 2016, 
$317,130; in 2015 $174,762 remained and in 
2014 there was $232,102.

A portion of the total 2019-20 surplus – 
$448,972 – is automatically returned to the 
towns. The amount is divided between them, 
based on last year’s student population and the 
percentage of students that hailed from each 
town. 

That leaves 1% of that year’s  operating bud-
get, or $304,959. That is the amount the board 
is allowed to keep and spend on the district.

“The big story here is that by doing this the 
board was able to return the full 1% to the three 
towns,” Leslie said. “They would typically keep 
it and use it toward the capital budget. They 
might use some of to offset the town’s budget, 
like they did last year.”

During a typical fiscal year, the district has 
a certain amount of unspent money, Leslie ex-

plained to the board in a write-up he distributed 
for Tuesday’s meeting. As long as the money is 
set aside before the end of the fiscal year, the 
board can use the funds for other needs, such 
as unexpected repairs, special education place-
ments and instructional supplies.

If the funds are not set aside for specific pur-
poses, they must be held for the audit, which 
generally will take place in March of the fol-
lowing year. After the audit, the board could 
use up to the 1% amount of its surplus to fund 
capital projects, sick and severance payments or 
return to the towns.

Audited surplus over the 1% amount must be 
returned to the towns.

This year, the district has about $652,282 un-
spent in its budget; the board already approved 
a $196,552 transfer from that to fund fire doors 
for the school, leaving $455,730.

At Leslie’s behest, the board took $224,900 
worth of the items off his proposed capital bud-
get for next year and decided to pay for them 
with the unspent funds.

The board decided to approve the spending in 
three separate votes – one Tuesday, one planned 
for April and the final approval to be in May. 

“To be cautious and assure we can address 
any emergencies that may arise,” Leslie said. 
“Just so that we ensure that we’re spending our 
funds responsibly and ensure that we always 
have enough to cover our stuff,”

Tuesday, the board approved spend-
ing $25,000 for tennis court improvements; 
$14,000 for irrigation upgrades, $60,000 for 
sidewalk and curb repair and $40,000 for secu-
rity cameras upgrades.

In April, it plans to approve $16,490 for 
carpets for the middle school guidance office, 
$65,000 for middle school stairway treads.

In May, it plans to spend $27,000 for gym 
floor protection.

Those items were thus removed from the 
$299,490 proposed capital budget and Leslie 

drafted a new $299,500 proposal. 
The new proposal includes $24,500 in re-

maining stair treads and $50,000 in fixes to 
replace the cooling units that protect school 
servers and auditorium lighting from overheat-
ing, both of which were also in the previous 
proposal.

What’s new is $225,500 is air conditioning 
for locker and training rooms.

“What we’re doing with the capital project 
for the most part is addressing the health and 
safety systems within the building that are just, 
because of age, at a point where we need to be 
replace things,” Leslie said.

The stair treads, for example, have been used 
constantly for nearly 20 years and are wearing 
out and soon will become a hazard, Leslie said. 
Not replacing the cooling units, which have al-
ready begun to fail, could lead to more expen-
sive problems later. 

Air conditioning is needed in the locker and 
training rooms because many athletes train 12 
months a year and it’s ineffective to have them 
going from the cooled gym and classrooms 
across the hall and “becomes a health and safety 
issue,” Leslie said.

“The locker room and training room, that’s 
the one area in the building, that is not air con-
ditioned. That allows us to close that circle and 
assure each area is air conditioned,” Leslie said. 
“This ensures us to have a cool environment in 
all of the areas of the building.”

Before the board approved the plan, members 
spoke in favor of the idea, pointing out that it 
would give students what they need while sup-
porting the towns.

AHM News & Notes
AHM Youth and Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-
9488 ext. 12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

CHOREs Program: AHM is accepting ap-
plications from teens ages 14-18 from Ando-
ver, Hebron and Marlborough. Teens will earn 
$12 per billable hour and will work up to two 
hours per job at a senior citizen’s home; due to 
COVID-19, only jobs outside the home will be 
scheduled until further notice. Visit ahmyouth.
org, click on “menu” and select CHOREs from 
the list of offerings. Seniors 60 years or older 
who are interested in this program should con-
tact their town’s senior center.

Eat Healthy, Eat Local!: AHM and the He-
bron Open for Business Task Force are partner-
ing in support of family-owned restaurants in 
Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and Columbia, 
as well as the Health Matters Program, by spot-
lighting healthy meals at these restaurants. If 
you go to a restaurant in these towns and order 
a healthy entrée, show your support on social 
media by tagging the restaurant and adding 
#eathealthyeatlocal, #AHMhealthmatters to 
your post. For more information, visit ahmy-
outh.org, click on “Menu” and select “Health 
Matters,” or contact Boehler.

Scholarship Available
Any local high school senior entering college 

in the fall can apply for a $1,000 scholarship 
offered by Guild and Associates, 

Visit www.carlguild.com/scholarship for an 
application. Deadline is April 1.

Youth Soccer
Registration Underway
Through April 17, kids ages 3-16 can regis-

ter for RHAM Youth Soccer. All skill levels are 
invited. Current COVID-19 guidelines will be 
in place. 

Developmental players (U3-U8) will par-
ticipate in small-sided scrimmages at Long 
Hill Field in Andover every Saturday morning. 
The Recreational teams for the U10-U15 girls 
and boys will compete against other Division 
5 teams within the district. In addition to the 
practices and games, there will be a clinic of-
fering additional skills training at Long Hill on 
Saturdays from 10:30 a.m.-noon. 

Comp team players are selected at tryouts 
held in early June for the next full year (fall/
spring). The comp program is designed for 
more serious athletes who seek a higher level of 
competition and achievement. Comp teams will 
participate in a tournament in spring or fall and 
tend to play more games than the recreational 
program.

For more information or to register, visit 
clubs.bluesombrero.com/rhamyouthsoccer or 
find the club on Facebook at RHAM Youth Soc-
cer.

Project Graduation 
Planning Underway

Parents of RHAM High School juniors and 
seniors are invited to join AHM Youth & Fam-
ily Services’ Project Graduation Committee as 
it plans this year’s celebration. 

For information and meeting dates, visit ah-
myouth.org, click on “Menu” and select “Proj-
ect Graduation,” or contact Jenn Boehler at 
860-228-9488 ext.12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.
org.
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Colchester
Kathleen Shanks

Kathleen Dale (McKin-
ney) Shanks, beloved wife 
of Timothy Shanks, passed 
away Thursday, March 
18, after a long and cou-
rageous battle with can-
cer. Born Jan. 18, 1950, 
in Middletown, Kathy 
was the daughter of the 
late Elwood and Gertrude 
McKinney. She grew up in 
Marlborough and graduated from RHAM High 
School.

Kathy and Tim met at First National Super-
market in Glastonbury, where they both worked. 
They were married May 16, 1970, and moved to 
Colchester, where they raised their family.

Kathy was a devoted full time mother to her 
children. She pursued many hobbies and was 
very talented with embroidery and crochet. 
She was an avid reader and was always ready 
to discuss the latest novel at the top of the best 
seller list. She had a great love of birds and had 
so many assorted bird feeders in their backyard 
that her family joked that it looked like a science 
lab. She had a green thumb with many beautiful 
house plants and flowers in her hard. 

A skillful card player, Kathy spent many Sat-
urday nights playing setback with her family. 
Kathy and Tim loved to travel, especially with 
her sister Shirley, and Shirley’s husband, Lee. 
They enjoyed taking fall trips to Tennessee and 
Missouri to take in as many shows as they could 
fit into their schedule.

Above all else, Kathy loved her family more 
than anything, and often held gatherings involv-
ing cookouts and copious amounts of delicious 
food, most of which she prepared herself. While 
undergoing grueling cancer treatments, Kathy 
discovered her artistic side and took up color-
ing elaborate pictures to brighten her day and to 
those she gave them to.

Kathy is survived by her loving husband of 
nearly 51 years, Tim, and their daughter Holly 
Bolduc and her husband Michael of Franklin, 
their son Scott and his wife Kellie, of Port Char-
lotte Fla., and their son Mark and his wife Terri 
of Colchester. Kathy was also a proud Grammy 
to Destiny Waters and her husband Nicolas, of 
Colchester, and Taylor and Kyle Sasman, of 
Franklin. She also leaves behind two precious 
great-grandchildren, Jason and Annie Waters. 
She is also survived by her sister Shirley and her 
husband Lee Tinney of Hebron, as well as nu-
merous nieces, nephews, and cousins. She was 
predeceased by two brothers and a niece. 

Kathy was and always will be a beautiful soul 
with a beautiful heart.

Due to COVID-19, services will be private. 
Memorial donations may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. 

To leave online condolences, please visit www.
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Marlborough
Wayne Edward Chasse

Wayne Edward Chasse was a husband, father, 
papa, brother, friend and musician. He passed 
away Sunday, March 14, at the age of 60, with 
his wife by his side. His battle with serious 
medical issues in recent years showed his cour-
age in facing life challenges. Despite the pain, 
Wayne came out a hero and stayed strong until 
the end.

Wayne held many jobs throughout his life 
and worked hard to provide for his family, most 
recently as founder of Wayne’s World of Com-
puter Repair and then regional sales manager at 
Andre Prost. He was also very well known as a 
main member of the band Cheap Shot.

With a passion for music, a talent for com-
puters, and a love of life, he left a profound 

impact on everyone who was lucky enough to 
know him. Wayne loved to make people laugh 
with his charm and quick wit. His own laugh 
was nothing short of contagious, and everyone 
loved that smile!

He is survived by his parents, Linda and Ed 
Chasse; his wife, Sondra (Brinck) Chasse; his 
daughter Amber and husband Adam Tommasi 
and their five children; his son Nicholas and 
wife Casey Chasse and their two sons; his sister 
Laurie and husband Bill Robbins and their chil-
dren; and lifelong friend and band-mate Mark 
Noel; and his sweet pup, Sophie.

Services for Wayne will be held Saturday, 
March 27, from 2-4 p.m., at Spencer Funeral 
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton. Masks are 
required. Please also join family and friends at 
the American Legion Post 197 in Marlborough 
immediately following services for refresh-
ments and memories. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Marlborough
Edward M. Walton

Edward M. Walton 
passed away peacefully at 
Hartford Hospital Friday, 
March 19. He was born 
April 14, 1942, in Mont-
clair, N.J., son of Edward 
H. Walton and Anne M. 
Walton. 

Ed leaves behind his 
wife of 57 years, Shirley 
Sullivan Walton; son, Ste-
phen Walton; daughter, Deborah Walton Gal-
lacher and husband Richard; brother, Chandler 
Walton and wife Bette Ann; sister, Linda Do-
ede; three beloved grandchildren, Brenna, Con-
nor and Meagan Gallacher; brother-in-law, Ed 
Sullivan and wife Eileen; nieces, nephews and 
cherished friends.

Ed grew up in Hamden attending local 
schools, graduating from Milford Prep and went 
on to attend University of New Haven, graduat-
ing with a BS in electrical engineering and an 
MBA from University of Hartford. He started 
his career at Times Wire and Cable moving to 
Brand-Rex where he worked his way up to vice 
president of sales and marketing. During his 
time at Brand-Rex he was able to travel exten-
sively and make lifelong friendships. He ended 
his career at Rockbestos and Draka Cable.

Generous and forgiving to a fault, Ed was the 
first to grab the check, or pay for your round 
of golf, and the first to overlook your flaws. 
Ed always approached life with a positive at-
titude with passion and a sense of adventure. 
He enjoyed golfing weekends with his won-
derful friends, Monday night football with the 
Spring Glen crew, and season tickets to UConn 
basketball for years, with the opportunity to cel-
ebrate many national championships. Ed loved 
to drive his 1985 red Corvette with his faithful 
dog Chloe and recently Brie. He would watch 
the sunset sitting by beautiful Lake Terramug-
gus with a Glen Livet Scotch on the rocks. 

Funeral services will be private, due to COV-
ID-19 restrictions. A celebration of his life will 
be held at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
The Roy B. Pettengill Marlborough Ambulance 
Association, P.O. Box 308, Marlborough, CT 
06447-0308. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Stanley Dankiw

Stanley Dankiw, 87, of 
Colchester, passed away 
suddenly Saturday, March 
20. Born in Ukraine Nov. 
10, 1933, he was the 
son of the late Stephan 
and Rosalia (Masleuch) 
Dankiw.

 Sponsored by the Za-
gray Farm and family, at 
age 15 Stanley emigrated 
to America, settling in 
Colchester with his father and four siblings.  
At age 18, he volunteered with the U.S. Army 
and after serving in active duty, he was granted 
American citizenship. A hard-working man, 
Stanley quickly became entrenched in the town 
of Colchester, taking work with Sableski Oil 
and later working as a tire mechanic for Schus-
ter’s Express Trucking Company for more than 
30 years.  He retired several years ago.  

Stanley married his beloved late wife, Marion 
Elizabeth Young, in 1956.  With his own hands 
and ingenuity, Stanley built the home where he 
and Marion raised their seven children. Marion 
predeceased Stanley in 2001. Stanley was fortu-
nate enough to marry his second beloved wife, 
Gloria Ceruti, who also predeceased him in 
2007 after sharing a few short years together.

True to his heritage and devoutly faithful, 
Stanley was very involved with St. Mary Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church in Colchester, where he 
attended Mass frequently. In his spare time, 
Stanley enjoyed woodworking.  He became 
quite talented at the craft and made furniture 
and other wood worked crafts for family mem-
bers and friends.  In later years, Stanley was of-
ten seen riding about town on his blue scooter, 
which he enjoyed even into his 80s. 

He will be sadly missed but remembered with 
love by his children and their spouses:  Rosa 
(John) Winder of Colchester, Michael Dankiw 
of Colchester, Andrew Dankiw of Vernon, 
Stephen (Patty) Dankiw of Lebanon, Stanley 
Dankiw Jr. of Newington, Cathy (Joe) Gua-
dagni of Haddam, Daniel (Valleri) Dankiw of 
Colchester; his stepchildren Sharon, Gail, Carol 
and Diane; a sister, Mary Zolubak of Chicago, 
Ill.; nine grandchildren, Kimberly, Carri, John, 
Christopher (Samantha), Joseph, Michelle, 
Kida, Kristyn, JD; five step-grandchildren, Jes-
sica Crystal, Lisa, Angela and Sarah; five great 
grandchildren, Shawn (Kayla), Rylee, Nicholas, 
Abigail, Gabriel Jade; nine step-great-grand-
children, Luis, Yamelette, Crystal, Niomi, Pris-
cilla, Jalen, Tristan and Sonney; and numerous 
extended family and friends.

Calling hours, utilizing face covering and so-
cial distancing, were held Thursday, March 25, 
at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 

Hartford Rd., Colchester.  The Funeral Mass 
will be offered today, Friday, March 26, at 10 
a.m., at St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Linwood Avenue, Colchester.  Burial will fol-
low in St. Mary Cemetery, Route 85, Colchester. 

Donations in his memory may be made to St. 
Mary’s Ukrainian Church, 178 Linwood Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415. 

 For online condolences, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.   

East Hampton
Mary MacDonald

Mary Agnes (Corsair) 
MacDonald passed away 
Thursday, March 18, at 
the age of 90. She was 
born Sept. 20, 1930, in 
East Hartford. She was 
the eighth of nine children 
born to David Corsair and 
Marie Augustine (Re-
quier) Corsair. She was 
a bright student, skipped 
two grades, and graduated from East Hartford 
High School in 1947. Mary was very close to 
her siblings, especially her sisters Janette, Cath-
erine (Bee), Louise and Pauline. 

Mary’s first job was at Aetna in Hartford, 
and then Hamilton Standard in Windsor Locks. 
It was there she met William MacDonald who 
had just returned home from the Korean War. 
Bill always said he experienced “love at first 
sight” when he met Mary, and told a co-worker, 
“I’m going to marry that girl!” They dated, fell 
in love and married May 1, 1954, at the Corsair 
family home on Linden Street, East Hartford. 
Their first child, Catherine, was born on their 
first anniversary at Hartford Hospital, and two 
sons, David and Douglas, soon followed. The 
family lived in South Windsor, then moved to 
East Hampton in July 1966.

Mary was a homemaker who created a won-
derful place in which to grow up. She was a very 
loving mother and grandmother, sister, aunt and 
friend. She was a devout Catholic and was a 
very involved parishioner and prayer warrior 
at St. Patrick Church in East Hampton. Mary 
taught catechism and was an active member in 
the Parish Guild, and other church groups. In 
retirement, Bill and Mary traveled the continen-

tal U.S. together visiting family and friends. 
Mary became ill in 2009 and was lovingly 

cared for at home by her husband Bill, and by 
a special family friend, Karen Turney of East 
Hampton. Mary was loved and visited weekly 
by Sister Dominic, who would give her Holy 
Communion. Mary was also visited and cared 
for by friend and neighbor Diane Annelli.

Mary is survived by her husband, William 
MacDonald of East Hampton; daughter, Cath-
erine Keinigs (Rhonald) of Radford, Va.; son, 
David (Joann) MacDonald of East Hamp-
ton, and son, Douglas (Karen) MacDonald of 
East Hampton. She was grandmother to Jason 
Keinigs (Tracy) of Folsom, Calif., Michael 
MacDonald (Courtney) of Boston, Mass., 
James MacDonald (Carlee) of East Hampton, 
Heather MacDonald of Naugatuck, and Brian 
MacDonald of East Hampton. She is great-
grandmother to Taya, Niya and Jaima MacDon-
ald of East Hampton.

A funeral liturgy will be celebrated Saturday, 
March 27, at 11 a.m., in St. Patrick Church in 
East Hampton, with burial in St. Patrick Cem-
etery. A gathering in Mary’s honor will be 
planned for a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 
Mary’s memory to St. Patrick Church Guild in 
East Hampton. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
Michele Papp

Michele (Dziatko) Papp 
(Feb. 3, 1952-March 16, 
2021) died after a long 
hard-fought battle with 
ovarian cancer, a deadly 
disease which is often 
detected in its advanced 
stages. Women should be 
aware of its early signs 
and men should be on the 
lookout for symptoms their loved one may be 
ignoring.

Michele was raised in the south end of Hart-
ford and graduated from Bulkeley High School. 
Having settled in Colchester with her loving 
husband, whom she’d been with for 50 years 
and comforted her during her final moments, 
she raised a daughter, Thea Marsh of New 
Hampshire; a son, Georg Papp of Colchester; 
and many dogs. Thea and her husband Jack 
provided Michele with grandchildren, Ethan 
and Grace, all of whom were a source of pride 
for her. Michele also leaves behind her brother, 
Gary Dziatko of Colchester, and his family.

Michele quietly worked behind the scenes in 
town, helping to revive a failing youth football 
program to a solid, stronger level. Her backing 
also helped persuade the town into introduc-
ing football into Bacon Academy. She was also 
a board member of the rechartered Boy Scout 
Troop 109.

After becoming ill, she retired from Backus 
Hospital after 18 years. Whether camping in the 
wilds with her family, enjoying the companion-
ship of the many dogs she loved over the years 
or enjoying the company of her friends and 
neighbors, Michele enjoyed life.

A COVID-19-compliant graveside ceremony 
is scheduled for Monday, April 5, at 11 a.m., at 
the Cedar Hill Cemetery on 453 Fairfield Ave., 
Hartford. 

Donations may be made in her name to Cut 
Out Cancer, 44 Ferncliff Drive, West Hartford, 
CT 06117. These angels donate their time to 
provide much appreciated spa and social inter-
action to those who are actively being treated 
for cancer. 

Men and women are encouraged to view on 
YouTube “Men, Her Ovarian Cancer Is Your 
Ovarian Cancer” on the Outhouse Americana 
channel.

East Hampton
Laurie Ann Fredrickson

Laurie Ann Fredrick-
son (Foell), 63, of Wave-
land, Miss., passed away 
unexpectedly Tuesday, 
March 9. She was born 
Aug. 29, 1957, in Mer-
iden, to Dorothy Kronen-
berger Eremita and Alfred 
E. Foell. Laurie grew up 
in Meriden and at a young 
age lived in Queens, N.Y., 
later moving to East Hampton, where she grad-
uated from East Hampton High School in 1975. 

Early on, Laurie lived in San Diego, Calif., 
and worked for the phone company there before 
moving to the Mississippi gulf coast where she 
worked for Casino Magic, Isle of Capri Casino, 



NEWS BULLETIN • March 26, 2021 Page 25

Obituaries continued

Marlborough
Irene E. Haley

Irene E. Haley, 96, cur-
rently of East Ridge in 
Cutler Bay, Fla., passed 
away Thursday, March 
11, to join our Lord in 
heaven. She peacefully 
died in her sleep.

She was born to Rose 
and Howard Lucier Aug. 
5, 1924, in Worcester, 
Mass., and graduated 
from Malden High School in 1942. She re-
mained in the Boston area working until she 
met and married our Dad, Robert F. Haley, 
on May 11, 1947. Dad was her lifelong part-
ner and friend, and they were together for 68 
years through thick and thin until his passing 
Feb. 10, 2015. They resided in Marlborough, at 
the same location on Jones Hollow Road in the 
house they built. Mom moved to a retirement 
community near her eldest son in 2017, but al-
ways considered Marlborough home.

Mom is survived by her sister, Dotty Currie 
(East Hampton); and her four sons: Michael 
(Palmetto Bay, Fla.); Paul (Coon Valley, Wis.); 
James (Port St Lucie, Fla.); and Stephen (Hia-
leah, Fla.). She is also survived by eight grand-
children and 14 great-grandchildren.

 Mom seemed to be most comfortable 
with the simpler life and was selfless in putting 
family ahead of her immediate needs. Never 
idle (raising four boys demanded it), always on 
the move in the kitchen or outside in the huge 
garden or attending our roadside orchard stand. 
She loved talking on the phone to her close 
friends and hosting other neighborhood folk af-
ter daily baking sessions of bread, pies, and her 
famous cowboy cookies. 

Mom was active in the community, helping 
with the polls at voting time (got to see all Marl-
borough’s old-timers) and with St. John Fisher’s 
prayer shawl knitting church group. Mom never 
learned to drive, but was able to get around at 
the generosity of others. She was pleasant to be 
around, always willing to help others and stand 
up for people willing to do right.

Mom’s only wish was to be joined with Dad 
in their resting place at Marlboro Cemetery. She 
would say, “I’m alright and I don’t need to be 
a bother to anybody.” We will always love you 
and most certainly miss you.

A private memorial service will be held with 
immediate family Saturday, April 3, coordi-
nated by Stanfill Funeral Homes (Miami, Fla.) 
via electronic media. The plan is to meet in 
Marlborough September to join Mom and Dad 
together graveside. An announcement will be 
shared in the future.

Marlborough
Christine Billings

Christine Nicole Marie 
Fletcher Billings (Sept. 
12, 1963-March 24, 2021)

Chris Billings, com-
forted by family and 
friends near and far, left 
quietly after a brave and 
hard-fought two-year bat-
tle with ovarian cancer.  
She was 57 years old.

Wife, mother, grandmother, sister, teacher, 
friend.  Chris’ life will be remembered as over-
flowing.  She sought out and conquered chal-
lenges with enthusiasm and without hesitation.  
Life was never boring when Chris was around…
she made sure of that!

Chris’ family moved from West Chicago, Ill., 
to Morristown, N.J., when she was 12.  There she 
met many lifelong friends, including the family 
of her future husband.  After high school years 
spent partially on crutches thanks to successful 
treatment for a tumor on her leg, she gradu-
ated from West Chester University and Smith 
College as a teacher of the deaf. Chris’ future 
husband followed her to Connecticut where she 
began a long career with CREC Soundbridge.  
She loved the work, helping children with hear-
ing loss from babies to high school.

Chris Fletcher and Scott Billings were wed in 
Madison, N.J., on April 16, 1988.  Together they 
lived in East Hampton and then Marlborough, 
where they raised three beautiful children, Der-
ek, Rebecca and Cassidy.  Their nearly 33 years 
together were the happiest times.  Her family 
cannot appreciate enough the enthusiasm with 
which Chris accepted motherhood’s challenges 
and joys.

Chris retired and moved with Scott to Med-
ford, Mass., in 2018.  An anticipated second 
half of life, full of activities around Boston and 
Cape Cod, was cut short by her diagnosis in 
February 2019. Intermittently successful treat-
ments, however, allowed kayaking, biking, ten-
nis and vacations to national parks in Utah and 
Arizona and Turks and Caicos, and visits with 
her granddaughter, Daisy.

Memories of a friendship with Chris are her 
lasting legacy among an extended network of 
family and friends.  Time shared with Chris was 
filled with activity and smiles, invariably cap-
tured in pictures.

 Events in Boston and Eastham to gather and 
share remembrances will be held over the sum-
mer.  At her request, Chris’ physical remains 
will be distributed at the beautiful places she 
enjoyed on the Cape.

Donations in Chris’ memory can be made 
to these organizations that were close to her:  
Expect Miracles Foundation (www.expectmir-
aclesfoundation.org), Hole-In-The-Wall Gang 
Camp (www.holeinthewallgang.org), Fidelco 
(www.fidelco.org), Massachusetts Audubon 
(www.massaudubon.org).

and Silver Slipper Casino.
Laurie had an adventurous spirit. She loved 

traveling, boating, snow skiing, going to the 
beach and countless other activities. She en-
joyed Mardi Gras season, Cruisin’ the Coast, 
and many other festivals. She also volunteered 
and helped anyone she could.

Left to cherish her memory are her daugh-
ter, Kelsey Fredrickson (Donovan Grimes); 
her granddaughter, Kyla Grimes; and her best 
friend, her dog Beau, all of Diamondhead, 
Miss. She is also survived by her mother, 
Dorothy K. Eremita (Michael); sisters, Debo-
rah Foell, Melinda Dumond (Frank) all of East 
Hampton; her sister, Beverly Butcher of Peoria, 
Ariz.; Elizabeth Foell of Mesa, Ariz.; her broth-
ers, Rock Foell of Meriden and Michael Foell 
of Cheshire; nieces, Ashlee Saitta (Mike) and 
their children Logan and Haylee of East Hamp-
ton; Megan Butcher and her children Alexia and 
Aiden of Ariz.; nephews, Matt Dumond (Brit-
tany) and children Aaron, Hayden and Kaia; 
Damien Dumond and Jacob Tedder all of East 
Hampton. She is also survived by several aunts, 
cousins and the many friends she has made 
along the way.

She was predeceased by her father, Alfred E. 
Foell; her niece, Jennifer and nephew, TJ; her 
grandparents, many aunts, uncles and cousins.

Graveside services and burial were held Fri-
day, March 19, at Rotten Bayou Cemetery, Dia-
mondhead, Miss.

Colchester
Ivy Shelby SklarElson

Ivy Shelby SklarEl-
son, 73, passed away at 
her home in Manhattan, 
N.Y., Thursday, March 
18. Born in New York 
City Nov. 30, 1947, she 
was a daughter of the late 
Sol and Sylvia (Gottlieb) 
Sklar. 

Ivy grew up in Col-
chester and graduated as 
salutatorian of her class at Bacon Academy. 
She then went on to earn her BA degree from 
UConn.  Ivy retired several years, ago having 
worked alongside her uncle, cousins and friends 
in Grand Central Station in jewelry sales and 
repairs. 

She will be sadly missed but remembered 
with love by her stepchildren, Sarah and Mi-
chael Weinberger, Jessica Elson, all of Den-
ver, Colo.;  a sister, Tina Sklar of Colchester; 
a brother, Malcolm Sklar of Redding. She was 
a loving grandmother of Zachary Weinberger, 
and she leaves numerous extended family mem-
bers and friends. 

A graveside funeral service was held on Tues-
day, March 23, at the Ahavath Achim Cemetery, 
Tanter Hill Road, Colchester.

 In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory 
may be made to made to Beth’s Furry Friends 
Foundation, www.bethsfurryfriends.com.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Scott Michael Smith

Scott Michael Smith, 
44, of Colchester, passed 
away unexpectedly Tues-
day, March 16. Born 
April 6, 1976, he was the 
beloved son of Gary and 
Katherine (Martin) Smith.

Scott grew up in Col-
chester and was a gradu-
ate of Bacon Academy. 
Over the years he worked 
in various fields, from food service to being a 
trader at local swap meets. Scott had a love for 
animals and nature, often spending time out-
doors fishing, kayaking and hiking, and he was 
an avid Boston Red Sox fan. He also enjoyed 
cooking and he would spend countless hours in 
the library, as he loved to read. He loved mu-
sic and playing his guitar. He was very gifted 
artistically. 

Scott will be dearly missed by his parents and 
his sister Jaime and her husband Shawn Cal-
laghan; his niece and nephew, Grace and Finn 
Callaghan; his beloved cat, Abby; and numer-
ous other extended family and friends. 

A memorial service will be scheduled at a 
later date. 

In lieu of flowers the family asks that memo-
rial donations be made to the Colchester Food 
Bank, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, or an ani-
mal shelter of choice.

Care of arrangements have been entrusted to 
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Obituary Policy
Rivereast will publish obituaries free of 

charge if the deceased person is a resident 
or former resident of any of the towns we 
circulate in. 

Charges apply for obituaries of persons 
who were not residents. Contact the adver-
tising director at (860) 633-4691 for rates.

Considering the number of disasters that have occurred in the past 

decade, chances are you’ll experience some sort of emergency. 

Between school, sports and other activities, chances are you won’t 

be with your kids when it happens.

Ready.gov/kids has the tools to make preparing easy and even fun, 

so your kids can feel…

Prepared, not scared.

Be prepared,
not scared.

Go to

www.Ready.gov/kids
and talk to your family today.

MAKE SURE THEY’RE IN 
THE RIGHT CAR SEAT 

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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Senior Living CNA in Hebron CT 
C.N.A

Colebrook Village – FT and PT positions are 
available for all shifts!! Must be compassionate, 

committed to resident center quality care, 
a team player and have fun while providing the 
highest level of hospitality in any senior living. 

This community has been COVID free and 
remains so!! Must have a current Certified 
Nursing Assistant Certificate in accordance 

with state requirements.
Please email: kcifaldi@colebrookvillage.com
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Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Colebrook Village – Looking for an LPN that 
wants to join a dynamic, talented, and 

dedicated team. Duties will include but are not 
limited to the following: providing care to our 

residents, speaking with physicians, families and 
supervising the C.N.A’s. Must like to have fun 
at work. FT & PT, 2nd and 3rd shifts available.

Please email:
kcifaldi@colebrookvillage.com C

IT
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Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and The Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that 
part of an advertisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 
5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from 
any advertisement will in no way exceed the amount of the charge for the space occupied by 
the item in error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no 
responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, and will upon request, 
reveal the name and address of the person or persons responsible for placing any display 
advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for the protection of our 
readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

East Hampton Public Schools/Town of 
East Hampton is seeking a Director of 

Facilities (Building and Grounds).
Directs and controls all town-wide (both general govern-
ment and education) public buildings & ground main-
tenance, improvements and supervises custodial staff.  
Strong knowledge of mechanical systems, OSHA, ADA, 
building codes and compliances.
Please apply on-line at http://www.applitrack.com/easthamp 
ton/onlineapp/.  For further information contact Superinten-
dent Paul Smith at psmith@easthamptonct.org.
The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 2TB 3/19, 3/26

SEASONAL GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE WORKER

Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Deadline: 03/29/2021

One part-time Seasonal Grounds position to work April, 
May, June, August, September, October. Work involves: 
lawn care, athletic field maintenance and other related 
grounds maintenance activities. Subject to pre-employment 
drug/alcohol testing. Flexible schedule, up to 24 hrs wkly; 
non-union; no benefits. Must have HS diploma or GED, CT 
Driver’s License.
Send General Employment Application to: First Selectwom-
an’s Office, P.O. Box 71, Portland CT 06480-0071

1TB 3/26

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

At its meeting of March 17, 2021, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission made the following decisions:
1. Edward Wasniewski / Harvey Pond View LLC – 167 
Marvin Road, Special Permit (2021-003) – The Commission 
APPROVED the special permit and site plan pursuant to 
Section 8.9.5.H, Rural Use District; and
2. CMMD LLC – Regulation Amendment (2021-001) – The 
Commission APPROVED the regulation amendment to 
define Large Scale Agricultural Building, and add a new 
regulation authorizing a Large Scale Indoor Agricultural Zone 
as a floating zone.
All modifications/conditions are on file in the Planning 
Department.  A copy of this notice has been filed in the Town 
Clerk’s office.
Planning and Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1TB 3/26

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will 
hold a regular meeting on April 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the following (contact the Land Use Department for 
location details):
Application PZC-20-024: Paula Free, 249 West High St., for 
a special permit per Sec. 8.4 Motor Fuel Filling Station for a 
proposed convenience store Map 06/Block 12/Lot 1B. 
Application PZC-20-026:  Long Hill Estates, LLC., Long Hill 
Estate Subdivision, for a Zone Change R-2 to C Map 06/
Block 12/Lot 8-1
Application PZC-21-005:  JCG Properties, LLC., 9 Middle 
Haddam Rd., for a 2- lot subdivision Map 01C/Block 9/Lot 5
Application PZC-21-007:  Atlantis Marketing, 157 Main St., 1 
Colchester Ave., 5 Colchester Ave., for a zone change from 
R-2 to Commercial. Map 07A/Block 56/Lots 21, 22 and 24.
Application PZC-21-006:  James Marino, Deer Meadow, for 
a Special Permit for an Accessory Apartment Map 35/Block 
95/Lot 7-44
Ray Zatorski, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in 
the Land Use Office 860-267-7450. 2TB 3/26, 4/2

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 

At the March 18, 2021 meeting, the following action was 
taken:
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #20-10: 
1561 Portland-Cobalt Road.  Request for renewal of a 
three-year special permit to excavate and remove up to 
203,448 cubic yards of earth material in the remaining 
two phases and for the associated on-site screening and 
crushing. Application and property of Riverside Equities, 
LLC.  Assessor’s Map 6 Lot 21-1, Zone B2.  
Dated at Portland, CT. this 22nd day of March 2021
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

1TB 3/26

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
LEGAL NOTICE

Residents in the sewer district in the Town of Marlborough 
are notified that the Benefit Assessment bills are due to the 
Marlborough Water Pollution Control Authority (MWPCA), 
April 1, 2021. The last day to pay without interest is May 3, 
2021.  Delinquent bills will be charged 1.5% per month re-
verting to the due date of April 1 or 18% per year. Minimum 
interest is $5.00.
Payments may be paid at the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 
No. Main  Street or mailed to MWPCA, Tax Collector, PO 
Box 29, 26 No Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447. There is a 
Drop Box to the left of the Town Hall door for payments, and 
payments can be paid at the Tax Collector’s window.
Normal office hours for the Tax Office are Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Tuesdays 8:30 
a.m. -7 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 a.m. to noon.
To keep everyone safe from the Coronavirus, please check 
the Marlborough website, marlboroughct.net, for updates for 
safe in-person Benefit Assessment payment protocol.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara C Murray, CCMC 3TB 3/26, 4/2, 4/23

employment
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One expected benefit to readers, said Hal-
las, will be the introduction of color to the two 
newspapers, which have always been simply 
black and white due to press limitations. “I 
think that will be a very welcome addition,” he 
said. 

The Rare Reminder has also agreed to retain 
the office at 87 Nutmeg Lane in Glastonbury 
for at least the next year. “With all reporters re-
maining on board, I expect there should be little 
change in local news coverage,” said Hallas. 

Rare Reminder owner and publisher Kevin 
Rarey said this week, “Jim is just a great guy 
and we would be lucky to live up to his stan-
dards.” 

As for his own departure, Hallas expressed 

appreciation to the communities that have sup-
ported the two newspapers for so many years 
– and a warm farewell to the many thousands of 
readers, letter writers, critics and fans who have 
interacted with the papers through the years and 
helped shape them. “It’s easy to become jaded 
these days,” he remarked, “but I’ve found that 
there are far more good people out there than 
bad – even those misguided souls who insist on 
disagreeing with me.”

 As for legacy, he observed, “We’ve always 
tried to be fair to all and to give everyone a 
voice. I’d like to think we’ve succeeded for the 
most part and that I leave having made more 
friends than enemies.”

very much admires Bransfield for her “unend-
ing work for the town of Portland.”

Needleman and Bransfield have worked to-
gether on several projects. In his role as First 
Selectman of Essex, Needleman worked closely 
with Bransfield in the Lower Connecticut River 
Valley Council of Governments (RiverCOG). 

Needleman said Bransfield’s multiple en-
dorsements of his senate campaigns were a 
huge boost. 

“There’s been no better mentor to me than 
Susan,” Needleman said. “She’s been a tremen-
dous guiding light for me. I’m going to miss 
her sorely.”

Needleman said Bransfield has had an “out-
sized presence throughout the state for the se-
lectperson of a small town,” noting Bransfield’s 
previous leadership of the Connecticut Confer-
ence of Municipalities (CCM). 

Needleman said Bransfield strikes an excel-
lent balance between her role as a leader of a 
town, and as a leader in the state overall, finding 
solutions for both big picture and small-scale 
challenges. 

Needleman said Bransfield’s announcement 
came as “a bit of a shock.”

State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) wrote in 
an email to the Rivereast that “Susan IS Port-
land.” Carpino’s district covers Portland and 
Cromwell. 

“Portland was fortunate to have her as their 
leader, especially during some of our most dif-
ficult times,” Carpino said. “It was truly a privi-
lege to work alongside her and I wish my friend 
all the best.”

Of her decision, Bransfield said, “The time 
always comes to turn the page and devote your-
self to something new, to allow others to take 
the helm, which I think will be very positive for 
our town.”

Town Pride
Bransfield said the biggest accomplishment 

of her 18-year tenure was helping to foster 
and grow a sense of pride in Portland, whether 
through infrastructure, beautification and con-
servation, economic development, or encourag-
ing the generosity of Portland residents. 

“Our population is generous and kind to a 
person,” said Bransfield. “When times get dif-
ficult, people here step up and help.”

Bransfield said that just this week, her faith in 
the town’s generosity was once again affirmed; 
she visited the Portland Food Bank and saw a 
great number of donated items. 

Personally, Bransfield said she takes pride in 
her eye for talented volunteers to run the town’s 
various commissions and grassroots organiza-
tions, like the Air Line Trail Steering Commit-
tee and the Portland Solidarity Task Force. 

Bransfield said she views her role as one to 
help bring out “what people want of their town.” 

“The people build the town,” she said. “You 
aren’t just building a trail or a recreational com-
plex. You’re building a town. The more hands 
involved, the better and stronger the town will 
be.”

Bransfield said an early highlight of her ca-
reer was when 70% of Portland’s voters voted 
for the town to purchase 300 acres of Connecti-
cut Riverfront land, space that at the time had 
been eyed by a company for waste disposal. 

She said in this effort, she was lucky that her 
predecessors also thought such an important 
part of town couldn’t be sold off to “a developer 
who wanted to store garbage along our river-
front.”

“It’s never about one person who is first se-
lectman, the people decide what they want to 
do,” Bransfield said. “[The first selectperson] 
just has to able to get those things done.”

Before her 2003 election, Bransfield served 
as a selectman and school board member. She 
lost one bid for the executive’s job before her 
successful run.  

She said from the first day stepped into office 
those two decades ago, she focused on sustain-
able riverfront development and helping turn 
Portland’s quarries into money-making busi-
nesses. 

Bransfield helped oversee the 2007 establish-
ment of the town’s landmark Brownstone Ex-
ploration and Discovery Park. Since opening, 
the park has produced nearly $4 million in rev-
enue to the town. 

“That’s a goodly sum for roads and sidewalks 
and schools,” said Bransfield. “It helps bring 
more people to town and helps establish our 
reputation.”

Bransfield named the Air Line Trail expan-
sion, improving Portland’s roads and sidewalk 
connectivity, renewable energy projects like 
the solar panels on Brownstone Intermediate 
School, clean-up of local brownfields, and the 
Portland Recreational Complex as projects she 
was proud to have facilitated. 

Finally, Bransfield said she also prides herself 
on an eye for talented staff, administrators and 
volunteers, saying local the local police, fire, 
public works, economic development, library 
and social service departments have all grown 
or improved due to the town’s able workforce. 

Local Leaders React
Portland Superintendent of Schools Charles 

Britton said Bransfield has been a fantastic part-
ner. 

“Throughout the pandemic and in all mat-
ters involving town needs, Susan has shown a 
steadfast commitment to all Portland residents’ 
well-being,” Britton said in an email. “She is a 
tireless advocate for all of our students. I can’t 
thank her enough for her support and leadership 
throughout this challenging year.”

In a joint budget meeting of the selectmen 
and school board earlier this month, Britton 
said Bransfield has saved the district a lot of 
money through her skilled negotiations with 
contractors. 

Board of Education Chairwoman Sharon 
Peters said she’s been privileged to serve with 
Bransfield on various commissions, and that the 
selectwoman’s guidance has led to many ad-
vances in town. 

Bransfield’s fellow members of the Board of 
Selectmen also offered high praise.

“I want to thank Susan for her outstanding 
leadership,” said Selectman Jim Tripp. “I’ve 
had the privilege or working with Sue for many 
years, both through [volunteering and as a se-
lectman].”

Tripp said he wanted to directly thank Brans-
field for “all you have done, and continue to do, 
for Portland.” 

Selectman Lou Pear said the town has been 
lucky to have a leader of Bransfield’s caliber, 
who is dedicated and “puts her heart into every-
thing she does.”

Selectman Rick Sharr said he first met Brans-
field when their respective children were in 
grammar school. 

A local businessperson, Sharr worked with 
Bransfield in that vein, and then upon Sharr’s 
retirement from the private sector, the select-
woman encouraged Sharr, a Republican, to run 
for a selectman’s seat.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed serving on the 
board, and I always felt Susan gave me a voice 
at the table,” said Sharr. “[She is] open-minded 
and gracious to all those wanting to be heard.”

Sharr also said Bransfield never let partisan-
ship impede good decision-making. 

“She will be missed on the board and her 
many years of service to [the town] will be long 
remembered,” said Sharr. 

Selectman Mike Hernandez said although 
he’s a new member and has worked with Brans-
field for a relatively short time, that he is very 
proud of her accomplishments. 

Lastly, selectman Michael Pelton said he has 
worked with Bransfield for many years, both on 
the Board of Selectmen and as members of the 
school board. 

“I’ve been truly impressed at how smart and 
hard she works to improve Portland for [every-
one],” said Pelton. “She’s well respected by 
both parties in town, as well as statewide, and 
I’m proud of the work she’s done, and how well 
we’ve all worked together.”

A Note to Future Leaders
Bransfield said women seeking political of-

fice face institutional barriers unknown to men 
in the same pursuits, including systemic sex-
ism, misogyny and the infamous glass ceiling. 

“Everyone, no matter their gender identity, is 
an equally contributing member of society,” she 
said. “Diversity is key to success.”

Bransfield said she has seen other women 
shatter that glass ceiling, especially in the fields 
of education and medicine. 

“There’ve been improvements, but there’s a 
long way to go,” Bransfield said. 

To all women and young girls wanting to 
run for public office, whether for a local school 
board or for the White House, Bransfield advis-
es authenticity, resolve and humanity. 

“Be true to yourself, understand your reasons 
for entering public life,” Bransfield said. “Don’t 
get marred or bruised because you stumbled 
and fell. People will make fun of your appear-
ance, how you speak, how you wear your hair, 
but those are just tactics to bring you down. 
Hold your head high, know you will stumble, 
that opponents and people who say they’re your 
friends will say you can’t do it. Stay strong, and 
hold close your loved ones.”

★ Bransfield cont. from page 1

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Town of Salem
Full-Time Position

Public Works Manager/Foreman
Position: The Public Works Manager/Foreman develops, 
administers, directs and supervises the programs and 
activities of the Public Works Department in the areas of 
road, bridge construction, maintenance and repair; transfer 
station management; vehicle and equipment maintenance; 
building maintenance and repairs, snow removal and storm 
emergencies and recreational area maintenance.

— The Town of Salem is an Equal Opportunity Employer —

See full job description and application at:
www.salemct.gov

Email resume and completed application to:
meredith.eisenberg@salemct.gov
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FULL TIME POSITION
Packaging Department

•	 Must	be	able	to	multi-task
•	 Must	be	comfortable	working
	 in	a	fast	paced	environment
•	 Must	have	attention	to	detail	
•	 Mechanical	ability	a	plus

Located	in	East	Hampton,	American	Distilling	
is	the	world’s	largest	producer	of	Distilled	Witch	
Hazel	Extracts.	We	are	looking	for	Packaging	

Operators	on	and	second	shift	(Monday	through	
Friday	4:30pm	–	12:30	am).

Email your rEsumE to:
careers@americandistilling.com

No calls please.

WELDER/FABRICATOR: Custom 
Sheet Metal Fabrication, light 
structural, min 5-10 yrs exp & 
SHEET METAL MECHANICS, 
APPRENTICES & HELPERS: 
Steady work, good benefits. Call 
for interview. 860-828-3762

SHEEHAN TREE REMOVAL 
IS A SMALL FAMILY OWNED 
A N D  O P E R AT E D  T R E E 
COMPANY BASED OUT OF 
EAST HAMPTON, CT.  WE ARE 
LOOKING TO HIRE A TREE 
WORKER to assist in the daily 
operations. This is a part time 
position with the possibility of 
becoming full time. Having any 
experience is a plus but we are 
willing to train the right person. 
Must be physically capable of hard 
work and a willingness to be a team 
player. Having a positive attitude 
and being honest are two of the 
most important characteristics we 
are looking for. If you like working 
outdoors in all types of weather 
and enjoy doing a good job for 
the sake of doing a good job then 
this might be an opportunity for 
you.  Pay is based on experience.  
Contact us if you’re interested: 
sheehantreeremoval@gmail.com

C A R  WA S H  AT T E N D A N T 
WANTED AT BUSY CAR WASH 
IN COLCHESTER. Call 860-608-
6449 for details.

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT IN 
MARLBOROUGH FOR RENT. 
Newly renovated. Washer & dryer 
hookup. $1000./month. Credit 
check and secur i ty  deposi t 
required. Available April 1. Call 
860-993-2875

Glastonbury Center – 2 Bdrm 
$1,390 Inc. Heat / Hot water. 
Excellent condition. Large 2 bdrm; 
Lvg room; 1 bath; large tiled 
kitchen with quartz & stainless 
range, fridge, dish. and microwave; 
hardwood f loors throughout.  
Private parking lot; laundry in 
building; large storage area. Heat 
and hot water included. Perfect for 
someone looking for an immaculate 
apartment. $1,390/mo. 860-798-
7403.

GLASTONB URY S IDE-BY-
SIDE DUPLEX on nice street. 2 
bedrooms with garage. Private 
office, gas heat. $1350./month. Call 
860-338-0023.

Construction
– Yard Expansions
– Excavation
– Drainage
– Grading 
– Driveways
 Installation & Repairs

Concrete
– Foundations
– Floors
– Sidewalks
– Steps / Porches

RE3-26-21

860-819-4821

Now HiriNg!

E-mail: wcconstructionllc@yahoo.com
CT LIC# 0648345

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for the 
following positions:
(2) Seasonal Laborers 
This is a seasonal position with up to 40 (forty) hours a week 
weather permitting, to start  
May 3, 2021 within the Public Works Department for the 
summer. The successful candidate will be expected to per-
form general work in construction, repair and maintenance of 
town roads, grounds and facilities. 
Requirements: Familiarity and ability to operate grounds 
maintenance equipment, power equipment, and hand tools 
as well as possession of a valid Connecticut driver’s license.
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and a 
general job description are available at the Town Clerks Of-
fice, 295-6206. Completed applications are to be submitted 
to the:

Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street

P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447

Application deadline is Friday, April 2, 2021 at 12:00 P.M.
We consider applicants for all positions without regard to 
race, creed, religion, gender, national origin, age, disability, 
marital or veteran status, sexual orientation, or any other 
legally protected status.

4TB 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26

Summer Help Wanted

The Town of Marlborough is currently accepting applications 
for lifeguards.  Applications can be found at Marlboroughct.net, 
in the Town Clerk portal.  Completed applications are to be 
submitted to:

Town Clerk
P.O. Box 29

26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

8TB 3/12, 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30

East Hampton Public Schools is seeking 
Substitute Teachers.

Applicants must be over 18 years old with a High School 
Diploma or equivalent and have experience with school-age 
children.  The position reports to the principal or designee at 
the location to which they are assigned and is responsible 
for providing instruction and managing the learning environ-
ment.  The per diem rate is $105.
Please apply on-line at http://www.applitrack.com/easthampt 
on/onlineapp/.  For further information contact Mary Clark, 
mclark@easthamptonct.org.
The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 2TB 3/19, 3/26

Colchester Public Schools is actively
recruiting tutors at this time to

work with our youngest learners. 
 

Come join our dedicated team in working with children to 
help them reach their full potential.  Tutors will work with 
individual or small groups of students to help them achieve 
academic proficiency in course/grade-level standards. Tutor-
ing may be provided through virtual, in-person, or blended 
instruction.
If you are interested in employment opportunities with 
Colchester Public Schools, please visit http://www.applitrack.
com/colchester/onlineapp/ for a complete job description and 
to submit an application. 2TB 3/19, 3/26

Town of Marlborough
Full-Time Maintainer

Department of Public Works

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for the 
position of full-time Maintainer in the Department of Public 
Works. This is a 40 hour/week position, Monday through 
Friday from 7:00am to 3:30 pm., and offers a competitive 
starting wage and comprehensive benefit package. This is a 
Collective Bargaining Unit position.    
The successful candidate will work under the supervision 
and direction of the Public Works Supervisor performing a 
wide range of facility, grounds and road maintenance duties.  
A complete job description and application is available from 
the Marlborough Town Clerk, or online at www.marlbor-
oughct.net.  
Candidates will be considered based on knowledge, skills, 
abilities and previous experience.  Candidates will be 
required to pass a thorough background investigation and 
physical exam, including a drug screening.  An application 
and current resume must be received by the Marlborough 
Town Clerk, 26 North Main Street, P.O. Box 29, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447 by noon Friday, April 16, 2021. 
The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

4TB 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9

Town of Marlborough
Employment Opportunity

Position:  Highway and Fleet Foreman
Complete job description and application are available 
online at www.marlboroughct.net (> Departments, >Town 
Clerk), or in person from the 

Office of the Town Clerk
PO Box 29

Marlborough, CT 06447
JOB SUMMARY
Engages in hands-on planning, organization and supervi-
sion of the highway maintenance crew in the construction, 
repair and maintenance of the Town’s highway infrastruc-
ture and fleet vehicles to provide a safe well maintained, 
environmentally sound roadway network for the public.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED
The skills and knowledge required would generally be 
acquired from a minimum of a high school diploma or 
equivalent, and ten (10) years of progressively responsible 
experience in highway maintenance or construction work.  
Candidates must possess five (5) years of experience in 
supervising union and non-union employees and good 
interpersonal and supervisory skills.  The position requires a 
minimum of five (5) years of experience in the operation and 
maintenance of heavy construction and maintenance equip-
ment, or any equivalent combination of education and skills 
that demonstrates possession of the required knowledge, 
skills and abilities to perform the functions of the position.
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
    • Able to obtain a Transfer Station operator’s certification 
within one year of employment.
    • Possess a CDL Class B with endorsement N. (Restric-
tions E, F,K and L will not be allowed)
    • Certification as a Tree Warden is preferred, or ability to 
obtain certification within one year of employment.
FILING REQUIREMENTS
Interested candidates should submit a fully completed 
Application for Employment, Resume, and Cover Letter to: 

Office of the Town Clerk
PO Box 29

26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer
We consider applicants for all positions without regard 

to race, creed, religion, gender, national origin, disability, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, or any other legally 

protected status.
4TB 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16

COOK WANTED,  par t  t ime 
weekends. Apply Winchester Cafe, 
Portland.

Cooks needed – FT and PT 
positions available at Glastonbury 
Hills Country Club. Call Tim at 860 
633 5253.

CASHIER POSITION AVAILABLE 
at a gas station in Glastonbury. 
FT or PT. Will train. Please call 
860-617-4349

HELP WANTED: GENERAL 
LABOR,  inside and outside 
building maintenance and cleaning 
duties. Please call: 860-467-3999, 
e-mail: eneregmachinery@gmail.
com.

C N A N E E D E D  -  N u r s i n g 
home experience preferred. 
Colchester area. Must have own 
transportation, be reliable and have 
three references. 860-334-1553. 

PT CAR WASH ATTENDANT 
WANTED. Call Diamond Sparkle 
Car Wash in Colchester at 860-
531-9182

SHEET METAL MECHANICS, 
APPRENTICES & HELPERS:  
Steady work, good benefits.  Call 
for interview.  860-828-3762

COLCHESTER WINE AND 
SPIRITS IS LOOKING FOR PART 
TIME LIQUOR STORE CLERK. 
Must be 18 years old to work, 
must be able to work evenings, 
nights, weekends. Stop in to apply. 
Located next to Stop & Shop. 

M A R L B O R O U G H  B A S E D 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
LOOKING TO HIRE A LABORER. 
For concrete work/ light excavation. 
Experience a plus but not needed. 
Call 860-819-4821 to inquire.

To Advertise Call 860-633-4691

Your
Ad

Should 
Be

here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691

The time is now to buy this wonderful lot in 
area of extra fine homes. Come to Colchester to 
build your dream home. Short walk to Deer Run 
subdivision loop. Lightly wooded parcel with 
rolling and level landscape. Some stone walls 
and old foundation remain on property. You are 
close to town and highways, and Airline Trail 
and Salmon River. Wineries and breweries and 
farms all around. Come and see this land today, 
to make this your own private oasis. Dir: Rt 2 
exit 16 to Old Hartford Road, call for details.

Great 2 bedroom unit with 2 car garage in 
Westchester Hills. Large open living room 
with views of the hills out front. Remodeled 
bathrooms, newer vinyl Windows. Nice Eat in 
kitchen with slider to a private patio. Two good 
size bedrooms with walk-in closets. Enjoy the 
pool in summer, or hike on the nearby Airline 
Trail. All in a country setting within easy 
access to shops and highways. Dir: Rt 149 to 
Westchester Hills back of complex to left.

Old Hartford Road, Colchester
Offered at $134,900

2B Westchester Hills, Colchester
Offered at $159,000

(860) 214-1147
Jack Faski – Owner / Broker
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester
www.skyview-realty.com
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10 Acre lot for sAleopen sundAy 12-2

 Looking for motivated individuals to join our 
team. Currently seeking waitstaff, kitchen utility, 
maintenance and grounds/housemen positions.

Every position is an integral part in providing an 
exceptional experience for our couples and guests! 

Must be available to work weekends and have a flexible 
schedule. Banquet venue experience preferred.

If you would like to be considered for employment 
please complete the Employment Application at:

www.saintclementscastle.com/employment 

If you have further questions you can
call 860-342-0593 or email:

eventmanagers@saintclementscastle.com R
E
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1
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ReAl eStAte

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
E3
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0-

20

CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

R
E

3-
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-2
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Spring Is Near! 

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Nick Sells Houses Fast

R
E
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232 S. Main Street
Colchester, CT 06415

Get your FREE
price analysis

by texting “value” to 
860.300.3861

– Most sold in 2 days –

The Stump Guy llc

860-770-9014 • 860-876-3750
TheStumpGuyllc@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING
TRee ReMoval

Fully licensed & insured Hic #0644464

R
E
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Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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Discounted Spring Rates Available, Call Now!
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Education is our passport to
the future. Tomorrow belongs to

the people who prepare for it today.

SERVING: Residential, Commercial, Municipal

Free Estimates I Owner/Operator
Licensed & Insured

860-205-3266
Grinding & Land Management
DB Stump

VETERAN DISCOUNTS

C
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Brush Cutting, Forestry Mulching, 
Stump Removal

MASTER GARDENER- UCONN/
CT State Certified. Professional 
Gardening Care, Diagnosing 
Prob lems,  Sk i l led Prun ing/
Trimming, Planting, Design, 
Mulching, Edging, Lawn Mowing. 
30 Years Experience. Contact 
Thomas @ 860-267-7515

TOTAL LAWN CARE - Mowing, 
cleanups, planting, thatching 
aeration, dump runs and handyman 
services. Vet and senior discount. 
Call 860-342-2204, 860-638-8812

GARDNER TREE SERVICE- 
Trees and shrubs cut or removed, 
mulch ing,  p lant ing/weeding 
and general cleanup. Family 
business since 1979. Quality 
work, dependable service. Free 
estimates. 860-324-3666   

R
E
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

One family owned estate with larger 3BR/1.5BA main 
home & attached 2BR apartment w/separate entrance.  
Set on 5.42 +/- flat acres w/woods in the rear.  Home 

constructed w/exquisite detail, and features great 
room with wet bar, multiple trex decks, walkouts, 2 
sheds, 2 garage bays, & a brand new roof.  Current 

tenants lease expires July 1st, open to renewal.

Kellee Smith
(860) 373-8849

Colchester - $440,000
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In serious need of a home in 
local area for my buyers.

Please reach out to me:
Carrie Bosse 860-575-5688

Wanted:

I am looking for an Agent who has a new
listing coming OR a Seller who is thinking of 

making a move. Price to be $300 or less, 3 bed, 
2 bath in great condition shape. No Kidding.

SOLD!

R
E
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232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
We

Sell!

We’ll pay you $100000

to prep your home to sell!
*some restrictions apply; call for details

Call Kevin to preview
860-884-3302

Call Scott to preview
860-608-0769

48 Route 2A – Location, location, location. 
Updated duplex halfway between Foxwoods 
and Mohegan Sun. Direct water views of 
Hallville pond. Large eat-in kitchen, washer 
dryer hook-up in basement. Quality tenants 

104 Squire Lane – Meticulous 
Townhouse with garage under, 
updated w/ hardwood, large 
family room, kitchen dining room 
combination and a Florida room. 

PReSton $179,900 CoLCheSteR $204,900

in place. Property grosses $2400/month. New deck. Nice value at $204,900.

UnDer 

DepOSit

our Listings 
Selling 

Full Price 
Under

30 Days!
Inventory 

Low! 
Call today 
for market 

review!

Open SUnDay 1-3pm HigHLanD FarmS COnDO

SOLD in HOUrS!

63 Gates Farm Road – New roof, 
fresh interior/exterior paint, septic 
new in 2018,6+ private acres close 
to amenities, 2 hours to NY and 
Boston. Turn key and move in.

LebAnon $344,900

to sell yours quick call/text
nick Long 860-334-2868

2 FamiLy
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232 S. Main St.
Colchester

860-537-9559

Don’t risk your home or
your credit call today!!!

860-608-0769

On June 30, 2021 the COVID-19 mortgage 
forbearance restrictions will be lifted!

What next?

Behind On Your Mortgage?

Get all the answers to these
and other important questions.

Our Team Can Help! Call Scott Today!

860-608-0769

 Will I lose my house?
 Can the bank foreclose?
 Can I renegotiate my mortgage?
 Will my credit be damaged?
 What can I do to protect my family?

Need answers the bank won’t give you...
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Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
E3
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds
Mason Sand • Pool Sand • Septic Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

Terence & Diane Clark FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

Short on time? Take The summer 
off anD leT us mow your lawn!

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery & Installation, 
Hydroseeding & All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now 
Scheduling 

Weekly 
Mowing 

Customers

R
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L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

R
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Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E
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LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free estimates •  Fully insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled in all phases 

of tree work! Call us now and 
get the best price ever! 

Toll Free 
1-888-646-Tree

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 7 3 3 )

860-859-0069
Senior citizen & military discount
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LocaL
Firewood 
For SaLe!
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Get your free lawn mowing when you sign up with me! C
IT
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Stone Walls • Patios • Walkways 
Lawn Mowing • Mulching • Spring Clean Ups

(860) 989-1014 Ask for Geno

Free 
Estimates

Patio SPecial!
15x15 Patio w/ Firepit

$3900

Dorsey Construction
Spring Yard Cleaning

Gutter and Leader Cleaning
Painting • Powerwashing

Waterproofing • Landscaping
Concrete Work • Roof Repair

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
Looking for new mowing accounts

R
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Lawn Maintenance
(Call before April 1 to receive 15% off your first mowing!)

Lawn Installation & Repair • Drainage & Excavation
Garden Maintenance & Installation 

Brush Clearing • Walls & Patios 

R
E3
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ResidentiAl
& 

CommeRCiAl

Fully 
insuRed

HiC# 
0653158 860-716-0661

Spring Clean-upS

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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Spring & Fall Clean Ups • Mowing
Trimming of Bushes & Shrubs

Small Hardscape

LICENSED- HIC.0659245 & FULLY INSURED

letusinspireu@yahoo.com

Dave
860-705-2540

Mike
860-710-1956 R

E
3-

26
-2

1

• Yard Clean-Ups • Seeding & Fertilization
• Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing

• Hedge & Bush Trimming • Tree Service/Pruning
• Mulch Bed Maintenance • Snow Plowing/Ice Control

• Lawn Repair/Weed Control

Residential & CommeRCial lawn CaRe

FRee estimates 
insuRed 860-294-2864

R
E
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LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

Route 66 • Portland, CT • 860.342.3880
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30

Premium Quality Topsoil, 
Mulch & Decorative Stone

Saturday Opening Soon!X

Experienced 

Friendly 
Staff

Pickup 
Trucks 
Loaded

Professional Courteous 
Drivers

X

Open 
to the 
Public

ViSiT OuR HugE STOnEyaRD FOR 
aLL yOuR SPRing PROjECTS

R
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Home impRovement
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Free Estimates
860-498-1060
www.myallwoodflooring.com

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E5

-3
-1

9860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

We use “green” friendly solutions for best results.

Fully 
Insured

860-839-1000
thepowerwashingkings.com

We Disinfect and Clean with a No Customer
to Company Face to Face Contact.

Pricing Done Over Phone, We Clean…
You stay inside, payment by

credit card or check through mail.
Any Questions PleAse CAll us!

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
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Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E
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Home impRovement
MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Small Jobs as well as Bathrooms & Decks
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT8-27-20

HIC #0650282

Call for 
ServiCe

C
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

tRee & lAndScApinG

860-378-9843 Obispo
860-477-7432 Alfonso

Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling,
Walkways, Pavers, Stonework, 

Painting, Decks, Fireplaces, Fire Pit
Free estimates • Licensed & insured R

E
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33 Cooper St., 
Manchester, CT 

06040

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Interior/Exterior Painting
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

Free Estimates, Insured
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760  Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com
860-398-0936

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2020 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"No LeAk" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Painting • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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STARKEY HOME REMODELING 
- Call today for a free estimate 
on all your Interior and Exterior 
needs. Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gutters, landscape 
services, porches, patios, framing, 
carpentry,  s id ing,  k i tchens/
baths, basements, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & vinyl), 
painting/staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-3597.

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior home 
repairs. From drywall to plumbing, 
painting to tile. Have a repair issue 
we are here to Help,  Old fashion 
service. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917- 3154  

MICHAUD HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& HANDYMAN SERVICE: Deck, 
windows, siding & odd jobs. No job 
too small. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. 860-228-2740. 
Lic#558101

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of the 
services we offer include: Crown 
Molding, Chair Rails, Window 
Seats, Bookcases, Entertainment 
Centers, Cedar Closets, Custom 
stairs, Pocket doors, Interior 
and Exterior doors, Radiator 
covers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters or 
on roofs, Wood decking changed 
to Trex, Attic stairs, Kitchen and 
baths, Water damage and rot 
repair of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, windows or plumbing 
fixtures. We do complete repair 
of drywall and plaster. We also 
combat the entry of mice and more. 
Call Rene (860)643-0428

D&A TILE: Free Est imates. 
Licensed and insured. All types of 
tile work, kitchens, baths. All work 
guaranteed. 16 years experience. 
Call 508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & f loors. 
Licensed/Insured. Give us a call 
for a free estimate. Starr Builders, 
LLC See us on Facebook. B.B.B. 
860-267-1496.

DANNY ZERIO TILE - Custom 
Installation & Repair.  Over 30 yrs. 
Experience.  Fully insured. Free 
Estimates. 860-543-1224

GRAVEL, STONE, MILLINGS, 
SAND, MULCH AND TOPSOIL, 
3½ ton deliveries.  Dump runs, 
single item pick ups.   Call Tom for 
pricing. 860-228-7171.

CALL JACK TODAY

• Landscaping • Commercial/Residential
• Property Maintenance • Weekly lawn care

• Spring and fall cleanups
• Walkways, patios, retaining walls 
• Bobcat and excavation services
• Lot cleaning and tree removal

Call Jack for Free Estimate
(860)818-2773
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Fence Repair
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

Over 25 Years exPerienCe

860-930-5492
Fully Insured • HIC #0657705

Deleo Fence
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 
new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

we are 
scheduling 

spring clean-ups 
now!
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Karleyrose Gardens llc
— ProPerty maintenance since 2004 —

SPRING CLEANUPS – mULChING, GARdEN RESto
hEdGE tRImmING, FoUNdAtIoN PLANtINGS, 
LIGht LANd CLEARING, NEw LAwNS INStALLEd

35 years horticultural experience • Licensed & insured
text dave 860-398-3719

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, siding, windows, additions, 

renovations, interior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

www.olsonflooring.com
olsonflooring@sbcglobal.net
 A 4th Generation Family Owned Business

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Sanding, Refinishing & Installation

Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring
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HIC.0631991

860-342-4323 PORTLAND, CT

WE OFFER SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 over 2300 
aluminum side homes 
repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

52nd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
Interior & Exterior Painting / Carpentry

“With Attention to Detail”

Since 1969

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & paper/Drywall 
& Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: Jimcharter952@gmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
C

IT
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

SeRviceS

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Dump Runs, Tree Removal 
Commercial & 

Residential Excavation 
Driveway Repairs 

and more

860-912-8817
— MARLBOROUGH, CT —

One Call Does It All!
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JOHN LACY PAINTING
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush hogging • Topsoil & Stone Delivery

Walkways & Patios
Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 
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860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119
& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

DAV  S PRO Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting – Custom Wall Finishes – Ceiling Repairs
Deck & Patio – Carpentry – Gutter Cleaning – Power Washing 

Home Remodeling – Free Estimates – Fully Insured

860-573-6860

Franklin Davis Lic. # HIC 0635952
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Joseph Budnick
plumbing & heating

Quality work at reasonable rates.
Any Size & Type of Work

Service • Remodel • New Work
Energy Efficient Boilers, Furnaces and Water Heaters

State Licensed
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Quick Response 
FREE Estimates 860-559-7028

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install
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Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

SeRviceS
L A M I N AT I N G  AVA I L A B L E 
AT THE CIT IZEN:  Pro tec t 
your  impor tant  documents , 
memorabilia, ID, Social Security, 
membership cards, photographs, 
menus, etc. The Glastonbury 
Cit izen.  Reasonable rates. 
Material laminated up to 18” wide. 
Call 633-4691 or visit the office at 
87 Nutmeg Lane. 

WE DO DUMP RUNS/ODD JOBS. 
Deck and pool removals. Will 
remove junk from your basement, 
garage and attic. Trucks, Bobcat 
and dump truck available. 860-
209-5146

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
REFINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and laying 
of all wood floors. Free Estimates. 
James Gorman 647-9261

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAULING: 
Same day appointments available. 
Cleanouts-basements-garages, 
even the junk in the backyard.  
Call Mark @ 860-295-9692 or 
cell 916-9577.

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Clean ing ,  Caps ,  Dampers , 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William Allen 
860-633-1033
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A Family Tradition
Since 1955

Roofing • Siding • Decks
Windows & Doors

Porches • Carpentry

Home impRovement

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

•		Vinyl	Siding	Installs	/	Repairs
•	Painting	&	Staining	Int./Ext.
•	Flooring	tile,	laminate,	hardwood
•		Additions	•	Garages
•	Roofing	•	Siding	•	Windows	•	Doors
•		Trim	Work	(interior/exterior)	•	Powerwashing
•	Decks,	Porches,	Fences,	Sheds	constructed	or	upgraded
•	Finished	Basements	•	Kitchens	•	Bathrooms
•		Ceilings	&	Walls	sheetrocked,	textured,	skim	coated,	or	repaired

FREE	ESTIMATES
LICEnSED	&	
InSuRED
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FoR SAle

SeRviceS

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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199 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT
860-531-2363

Monday - Thursday: 10am - 6pm
Friday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm

Sunday 10am - 3pm
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Make Your Stimulus Go Further.
Invest in a great night’s sleep 

for the next 10 years

Make 2021 the year you get
your best sleep ever.

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping and 
packing, table coverings for public 
dinners, etc. The Glastonbury 
Citizen, 87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street). 633-4691.

SEASONED FIREWOOD - $150. 
cord, cut and split, 16-18” lengths. 
FREE delivery East Hampton only 
860-267-8148
 
SNOW TIRES (set of 2) 225 50/
R17.  Used one season, like new.  
Bought new car and don’t need 
them.  Asking 100. or b/o. Call 
860-614-4854. 

2003 FORD F-350 DIESEL 7.3L 
4X4, 176K with Fisher V Plow 
installed. $10,490. Includes Salt 
Dog rear sander. Oversized rims 
and tires. Call 860-368-8844. 

A&M SERVICES TO CLEAN 
YOUR HOUSE, OFFICE, CONDO, 
we are insured. Special spring offer 
when you show us this ad- 50% off 
first cleaning. 860-778-6292

CARPET CLEANING- Have your 
carpets dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated with water. 
Best method available for removal 
of pet stains, etc. Removes 
allergens. Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. References, 
insured. Since 1977. Stay healthy, 
keep clean. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

CINDERELA’S CLEANING . 
Commercial and Residential. 
Weekly/biweekly/monthly or a 
one time cleaning. Fully insured. 
Can do windows and painting. 
25-years of experience. Cindy 
860-301-0975, 860-342-1607. 
BUDDY3859@gmail.com

PRE-SCHOOL OPENINGS JUNE-
JANUARY AT OUR CHILDREN’S 
PLACE, GLASTONBURY’S 
FINEST LEARNING CENTER 
for Infants-School Age. Serving 
families for 30 years promoting 
a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g 
environment and loving care. 
Call  for tour appt 659-4766 
ourchildrensplacechildcare.com
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SECOND 
BLESSINGS

ThrifT Shop
RE-OPENING

Sat., APRIL 10, 2021
9 a.m. to noon

COVID safety protocols in place.
Masks required.

Marlborough
Congregational Church
35 South Main Street
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Winter is behind us now! Spring is in the air!
Time to clean up the yard and clean the 

septic tank. Now is time to call!

(860) 267-6102
Mention this ad for $10.00 off your next cleaning

Suburban Sanitation Service

We Provide Detailed Septic Inspections For New Home Buyers

— We oFFer 24/7 emergeNcy ServIce —

Heating, Air Conditioning & 
Ductless Heat Pumps 
Installation, Service & Repair

NAtuRAl GAS • OIl • PROPANe
Maintenance Plans, Financing Available

AbsoluteAirservices.com

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

02
11
21

The AbsoluTe besT In...

CIT2-11-21

Chatham Property Services
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NOW OFFERING

Snowblower/Lawnmower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASK FOR TED

860-918-1731

 Pickup/Delivery 
Available

CT LIC. #0608517
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Roof Deicing Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
www.tripleaelectrician.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0193730.E1

Alan & Chase  Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

“Original Owners Since 1985”

Driveway 
Problems?

Now Scheduling for Spring
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving, 
Graveling, Stone, Drainage 

and Excavation Projects
CALL NOW:

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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Project Grad Fundraiser
Inner Circle Family Martial Arts of Portland 

owner Michael Pelton will donate 50% of the 
proceeds of virtual fitness classes to Portland 
High School Project Graduation.

Classes accommodate cardio, body weight 
exercises, stretching and more. Classes run ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday, 6-7 p.m., through 
April 1. As an added bonus, participants will 
have access to one free in-person class during 
weekdays.

Cost is $40 per month. Inner Circle can be 
reached at 860-342-2381.

Project Graduation is an all-night drug- and 
alcohol-free party held for PHS seniors the 
night of their graduation.

Soccer Club Taking Spring Registrations

Exchange Club
Golf Tourney

The Exchange Club of Portland will hold its 
annual charity golf tournament Friday, May 7, 
at Portland Golf Course. Proceeds support vari-
ous local programs and charities. 

Cost is $165/golfer for the four-person 
scramble event, and includes cart, breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Registration and sponsorship 
brochures are available at many town business-
es and at www.portlandexchange.org.

Scholarship Available
Any local high school senior entering college 

in the fall can apply for a $1,000 scholarship 
offered by Guild and Associates, 

Visit www.carlguild.com/scholarship for an 
application. Deadline is April 1.

Portland Exchange 
Offering Scholarship

The Portland Exchange Club is offering the 
$1,000 John W. Goodrich Scholarship to any 
Portland resident senior going on to a higher 
education institution after graduation.

When determining the winner, the club will 
consider community service, academic achieve-
ment and participation in extracurricular ac-
tivities. Applications are at the Portland High 
School counseling center and at www.portlan-
dexchange.org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. 
Deadline to apply is April 17.

Bill Peterson
Memorial Scholarship

Portland Soccer Club (PSC) offering the 
$500 Bill Peterson Memorial Scholarship to a 
high school senior headed to college or a post-
high school institution. 

Applicants must be a Portland resident and 
played a minimum of two years with the PSC. 
Applicants must also submit a 250-word essay 
entitled “How Soccer Inspired Me to Give Back 
to the Community.”

Applications are at www.bluesombrero.com/
portlandsoccerclub under the Community Link 
drop-down, and are due May 1.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Children who will be 5 on or before Jan. 1, 
2022, are eligible for Valley View School kin-
dergarten for the 2021-22 school year.

Interested parents/guardians should contact 
Valley View at pgross@portlandct.us and pro-
vide the child’s full name, phone number and 
address. Further information regarding kinder-
garten registration will then be provided.

Through April 25, Portland Soccer Club is 
taking registrations for the spring season. All 
COVID-19 protocols will be followed. Regis-
tration is online only, at www.bluesombrero.
com/portlandsoccerclub. 

Club Soccer: Runs May 1-June 12 (seven-
week season). All games are at the New Port-
land Recreational Complex. Cost and schedule: 
Pre-K sessions ($60): 8:45-9:30 a.m. (Satur-
day only); Dribbler sessions ($75): 10-11 a.m. 
(Saturday only); Kicker sessions ($75): 11:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m. (Saturday games and Wednes-
day practice). Full-team uniforms for Dribbler 
and Kicker divisions and shirts and balls for 
pre-kindergarten are included in the registration 
fees and will be available for distribution prior 
to and during the first day of play. 

Travel-Town Soccer: Cost per travel reg-
istrant is $100 for U9 to U15. The Travel Di-
vision will be in-house only, with individual 
teams practicing and playing within their own 
group cohort for practices and games. Specific 
cohorts will be determined after registration 
closes. PSC will also hold additional foot skill, 
shooting and goalie training throughout the sea-
son; this additional training is included in the 
registration fee.

For more information, contact President 
Chris Donahue at donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 
860-342-3228; Vice President Chad Wilson at 
nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 205-999-8842; or 
registrar Stephanie Bolstridge at stephaniebol-
stridge@gmail.com or 860-478-9693.

St. Mary Church News

Drive-Thru
Palm Distribution

In addition to the distribution of palms 
during regular Palm Sunday Mass this 
weekend, St. Mary Church, located at 45 
Freestone Ave., will hold a drive-thru distri-
bution of palms from noon-1 p.m. Sunday.

Attendees must enter the church parking 
lot from Route 66 and exit from Freestone 
Avenue. 

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 
at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. 

Weekend Masses: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Wearing of masks 
is required. Social distancing and all COVID-19 
regulations are followed. Each weekend, the 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass is livestreamed. Visit 
the the parish website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Easter Schedule: The Rev. John Antonelle, 
pastor, has announced the following Easter 
schedule. Services are livestreamed where in-
dicated.

Holy Thursday, April 1: 7 p.m. Mass 
(livestreamed); 

Good Friday, April 2: 3 p.m. Stations 
of the Cross; 7 p.m., Passion of the Lord 
(livestreamed);

Holy Saturday, April 3: 10 a.m., Blessing of 
Easter food in the church hall; 8 p.m., Easter 

Vigil Mass (livestreamed);
Easter Sunday, April 4: 8:30 a.m. Mass 

(livestreamed); 10 a.m. Mass; 11:30 a.m. Mass.
Faith Formation Program: Classes are held 

virtually at this time. For more information, call 
Faith Formation Director Susan Ferraiolo at 
860-342-2308.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Mass in Honor of Blessed Mother: First 
Saturday of every month at 9 a.m.

Baptisms: First and third Sunday of every 
month at 1:30 p.m. Call the parish office to 
make arrangements.

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday at 
4-4:45 p.m. If this time is not convenient, con-
tact Antonelle.

Blessings of Marriages: During Masses on 
the first weekend of every month.

St. Mary Ladies Guild: Meetings held every 
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m., with 
the exception of winter months. For more infor-
mation, contact President Marilyn McGrath at 
860-342-1137.

Knights of Columbus: All practicing Catho-
lic men are invited to contact Mark Creighton at 
860-308-0603 to join.

Community Outreach: Food may be 
brought to the church office for the Portland 
Food Bank.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., has 

announced its Holy Week and Easter schedule; 
all are invited. Complete information is avail-
able on the church website, trinitychurchport-
landct.org, and by looking for “Trinity Episco-
pal Church * Portland” on Facebook.

On Palm Sunday, there will be a “Drive-
In” service in the parking lot at 9 a.m., and a 
Zoom service at 10:30 a.m. A Maundy Thurs-
day service, where the altar will be stripped in 
preparation for Good Friday, will be available 
on Facebook or the church website on April 1 
after 8 p.m. 

On Good Friday, the church will provide a 
prerecorded “Stations of the Cross” on Face-
book and its website beginning at noon April 
2. The stations will be set up on the parking lot 
lawn and will be available for individuals from 
the community to contemplatively or medita-

tively, walk with Jesus to the cross. The sta-
tions will be available from Thursday afternoon 
through Saturday afternoon (April 1-3). 

On Easter Sunday, a prerecorded service 
from the sanctuary will be available via Face-
book or the church website beginning at 8 a.m. 
April 4. There will also be a “drive-in” Easter 
service, in the parking lot, at 9 a.m., and a Zoom 
service at 10:30 a.m. 

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m. Any group meeting 
at the church must follow current COVID-19 
protocols including wearing masks and social 
distancing.  

For more information on church activities or 
to make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

Police News
3/20: Kyle Northup, 34, of Middletown, was 

charged with driving under the influence, Port-
land Police said.

Virtual Tour of
CT Wine Country

All are invited to take a virtual ride through 
Connecticut’s wine country and learn about the 
state’s more than 40 wineries Tuesday, April 6, 
at 7 p.m., via Zoom.

In this program, offered by Portland Library, 
is Michelle Griffis, nicknamed by friends as 
“The Nutmeg Nose,” will discuss the array of 
wineries in Connecticut. She will also share 
dining options which include vineyards with 
on-site cafés, food trucks, and BYO picnic op-
tions. 

There is a Zoom link on the library web-
page, www.portlandlibraryct.org. The ID is 
8603426777 and the passcode is Portland.

For more information, call the library at 860-
342-6770.

No Brush Pick-Up
This Year

Due to the extensive brush pick-up that 
was done after Tropical Storm Isaias, the 
town will not be doing brush pick-up this 
year. It will resume pick-up in spring 2022 
and will then continue every other year. 

Residents with a permit may bring brush 
to the Transfer Station. (Permits may also 
be purchased there.) Brush must be no 
larger than 4 inches in diameter and will be 
charged based on weight.

Takeout Pasta Dinner
The Freestone Council Knights of Co-

lumbus will provide a takeout pasta dinner 
Wednesday, April 7, from 4-6 p.m., at St. 
Mary Church to help fund the council’s 
charitable works.

The dinner will include homemade pasta 
and meatballs, salad and roll. Cost is $10 
each, or $30 for a family serving. No pre-
order is necessary. On the day of the meal, 
chefs are available at 860-342-2713 for 
any questions.

For home delivery, call Mike Melluzzo 
at 860-342-1983.

Scholarship Offered by Garden Clubs
The Portland garden clubs are offering a 

$500 scholarship to a graduating high school 
senior who lives in town and has been accept-
ed at an accredited college or post-secondary 
school.

Applicants must plan to major in one of the 
following: agronomy, botany, city planning, 
conservation, environmental studies, floricul-
ture, forestry, horticulture, land management, 
landscape design, plant pathology, or an allied 
subject. Applicants also must have a grade 
point average of at least 3.0.

 The scholarship is funded from the pro-

ceeds of community activities of The Portland 
Garden Club and The Portland River Valley 
Garden Club. The review committee will con-
sider the applicant’s academic record, ability 
to articulate career goals, and their recom-
mendations. Financial need could be part of 
the decision.

 Applications are available at the Portland 
High School guidance office, 95 High St., or 
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave. Com-
pleted applications are due April 1. For more 
information, call 860-685-0593.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous
	 	 felines,	and	some	pretty	special
	 	 humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available 
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield 
  facilities	–	Dogs:	walking;
	 	 clean	&	feed;	socialization

Volunteer.	
The	Benefits	Are
Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 
or	visit www.poainc.org

	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

THESHELTERPETPROJECT.ORG

LOGAN RYAN WITH LEO AND JULIUS: ADOPTED 2014 AND 2018. 
They’re a little bit of a lot of things, but they’re all pure love.

MY SHELTER PETS ARE
MY BIGGEST FANS

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every 
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher 
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors 
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account 
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, 
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes 
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or 
persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or 
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and 
propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will 
take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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 Off to Fairfield… East Hampton High 
School senior Alexandre’ McMillian re-
cently signed a letter of commitment to 
run cross country at Fairfield University. 
McMillian is a four-year member of the 
cross country, indoor track and track 
teams at East Hampton High School. He 
is the son of Andre’ and Jaime McMillian.

 Soccer Signing… East Hampton High 
School senior Kyla Norton recently signed 
a letter of commitment to play soccer at 
Western Connecticut State University. 
Norton is a four-year member of the 
soccer program at East Hampton High 
School. She is the daughter of Chad and 
Holly Norton.

Chatham Gallery
Opens at Town Hall

The East Hampton Art Association recently 
revealed its new Chatham Art Gallery. It is lo-
cated in the new Town Hall at 1 Community 
Drive. It has lighting to show off everyone’s 
artwork. 

The Chatham Gallery is accessible for deliv-
ering and hanging artwork as there is an eleva-
tor just inside the front door. The gallery has the 
Walker system installed, which makes it easy 
to adjust the artwork. The gallery is located 
near the Town Manager’s office at the top of the 
stairs.

The East Hampton Art Association welcomes 
all to stop by and view the artwork. Members 
who would like to show their artwork should 
call Lenora Bear to schedule a month for your 
showing. If you are not a member, the dues are 
$15 for a year. 

East Hampton
‘Big Easy’ Raffle 

East Hampton Rotary Club is raffling off a 
Golden Ticket for the Big E – which will allow 
the winner lifetime admission to the popular fall 
fair.

Tickets are $10 each. Grand prize is a Big 
E Golden Ticket – lifetime entry privileges 
for The Big E for the winner and one guest for 
every day of the fair. Parking is included. Sec-
ond prize is four one-day tickets to the Big E, 
and third prize is a $50 gift card for Thorncrest 
Farm in Goshen.

The drawing will be Saturday, May 8, at 
Sears Park, and will be livestreamed on east-
hamptonct.rotary7980gives.org/goldenticket 
and the East Hampton Connecticut Rotary Club 
Facebook page. 

For tickets, visit www.easthamptonrotary.org 
or contact any East Hampton Rotarian.

Beginner Bellringer 
Preschool

East Hampton High School’s Beginner Bell-
ringer Preschool Program is taking applications 
for the 2021 school year. For an application, 
email Kasey Tortora at ktortora@easthampt 
onct.org. Applications are due March 31. 

This year, there will be sessions of preschool 
with a distant learning option, and a maximum 
of 12 preschool students. The schedule is three 
afternoons per week (Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays). The preschool is open to 3- to 
5-year-olds (as of Jan. 1). In some cases, the 
school will accept older 2-year-olds. 

Cost is $200 per student. Enrollment is lim-
ited; applications will be selected on a first-
come, first-served basis. All children must be 
toilet-trained, and must have documentation of 
a current physical and adequate immunizations. 

Knights of
Columbus Raffle

The Knights of Columbus Belltown Coun-
cil 6190 is offering Connecticut State Council 
raffle tickets. 

First prize is $5,000; second is $3,500; third 
is $2,000; fourth is $1,500; fifth is $1,000; sixth 
is $600; seventh is $500; eighth is $400; ninth 
is $300 and 10th is $200.

The drawing will be held Friday, April 30, at 
9 p.m., at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 
Columbus Blvd, Hartford. Ticket holders need 
not be present to win.

Tickets are $10 each and may be purchased 
through any of the Knights members or by call-
ing Bob DeMarchi at 860-267-5978. 

‘Belltown Spring Sprint’ 
Returns in May

 East Hampton High School Project Gradua-
tion will hold the Belltown Spring Sprint, a run/
walk to raise funds for a drug- and alcohol-free 
graduation night, Sunday, May 2, on the EHHS 
grounds, 15 N. Maple St.

 Kids’ Fun Run starts at 9:15 a.m., and cost is 
$5. The 5K Run/Walk starts at 10 a.m., and cost 
is $20 for adults and $10 for ages 18 or younger. 
5K runners who register by April 10 receive a 
free T-shirt.

To register, visit belltownspringsprint5k.it-
syourrace.com. For more information, email 
Melissa Curylo at ehhsctprojgrad@gmail.com.

Resident Graduates
Matthew Flynn of East Hampton recently 

graduated from Hofstra University in Hemp-
stead, N.Y., earning a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in mechanical engineering.

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands, a ministry of Cornerstone Bi-

ble Church, is open the first and third Saturdays 
of each month. The ministry offers free gently-
used clothing, household items, books, linens 
and more to community members in need. 

All must sign up for a time slot and wear a 
mask when entering. To register, call 860-918-
0784 or email jholm225@sbcglobal.net, on the 
Sunday before the open Saturday.

Helping Hands will accept donations only on 
the first and third Saturday of each month.

Scholarship Available
Any local high school senior entering college 

in the fall can apply for a $1,000 scholarship 
offered by Guild and Associates, 

Visit www.carlguild.com/scholarship for an 
application. Deadline is April 1.

Athletic Hall Of
Fame Nominations

The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 
is accepting nominations through Sept. 15 for 
its 2021 induction class. The Hall of Fame has 
inducted over 47 athletes, coaches, teams and 
contributors since 2006.  

The Hall of Fame recognizes people and 
teams that have “made a significant impact to 
the athletic landscape of East Hampton.” While 
there was no election in 2020 due to COVID-19, 
in 2019 the Hall of Fame inducted Bill Willkie 
(Outstanding Coach), Darin Aloia (All-State 
Baseball), and the 1969 East Hampton Senior 
League All Star Baseball team.

The induction banquet this year will be Fri-
day, Nov. 5, at Blackledge Country Club in He-
bron.

For more information or to nominate a person 
or team, email Tom Seidl at seidlt@sbcglobal.
net.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

During the pandemic, Bethlehem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is holding weekly services via 
Zoom. All are welcome; log-in information can 
be found at www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH.

Services begin every Sunday morning at 
10:15 a.m., with fellowship following. Com-
munion blessings are held; participation only 
requires a piece of bread. 

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation has announced the fol-

lowing. For full program descriptions or to reg-
ister, call 860-267-7300 or visit easthampton 
rec.com. 

Morning and Afternoon Adventure: Parks 
and Rec.’s before and after school program held 
at Memorial School has availability.

Spring Egg Hunt: Sunday, March 28, 10 
a.m., at the Center School field. Fee is $5, and 
space is very limited due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. Registration required.

NFL Flag Football League: Sundays, April 
18-May 23, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at East Hampton 
Middle School. Fee is $115.

Adult and High School Pick-Up Soccer: 
Wednesdays, April 21-May 26, 6:30-7:45 p.m., 
at East Hampton High School. Fee: $40/session 
or a $10 drop-in fee each week.

Cardio Kickboxing: Mondays, April 26-
June 2, 4:45-5:30 p.m., at the Sears Park ga-
zebo. Fee is $140 for the whole session or a $15 
drop-in fee each week.

Girls Volleyball Clinic: Tuesdays, April 20-
May 25, at EHMS, for grades 6-8. Fee: $100. 

Golf Tourney Save the Date: The Seamster 
Park Golf Tournament will take place Thurs-
day, Sept. 2, with a 10 a.m. shotgun start, at the 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Haddam 

Rd. (mailing address: P.O. Box 81), Middle 
Haddam, will not hold in-person Sunday ser-
vices until further notice. Sunday services are 
at 10 a.m., and Wednesdays during Lent at 6 
p.m. there is a service of Holy Eucharist. Both 
services are available on Zoom. 

Christ Church Virtual Sunday School con-
ducts lessons, conversations and activities that 
follow the gospel appointed for each Sunday. 
The sessions are held at 11 a.m. and are also 
on Zoom. 

The church is collecting Lenten contributions 
to St. Vincent’s School for physically-chal-
lenged children in Port au Prince, Haiti. Contact 
the church for more information.

The Rev. Ann Perrott is Priest-in-Charge, the 
Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard oversees Children’s 
Ministry, and Martha Alimi is the music direc-
tor.

For more information or if in need of pastoral 
assistance, call the church at 860-267-0287 or 
visit www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com.

Quilt Show Coming
Haddam Neck Congregational Church will 

hold its annual Quilt Show Saturday, May 8, 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday, May 9, from 
noon-5 p.m., at the church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., 
Haddam Neck.

The show is a fundraiser for the church and 
proceeds from attendee donations will support 
the annual upkeep of the 19th century church 
and Sunday School building. This year, the 
show is being combined with the Ladies Aid 
Plant Sale.

Due to COVID-19, masks will be required 

and visitors will be asked to stay six feet apart. 
Only the church will exhibit quilts and visitors 
will be limited to permitted capacity and follow 
a set one-way flow with a separate entrance and 
exit. There will be no food service this year, but 
baked goods will be available for purchase to 
take home. 

For more information, contact Lisa Malloy at 
860-267-2713 or elizabethhartmalloy@gmail.
com, or Franky Dallas at 860-267-4513. Visit 
www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org 
for church directions.

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom

Lions Offering 
Scholarships

The East Hampton Lions Club is offering 
three scholarships and one service award 
to all East Hampton graduating seniors. 
Seniors can apply for one of the awards of-
fered. 

Applicants must be attending public, pri-
vate, charter or magnet schools, or are cur-
rently home-schooled. They must plan to 
attend an accredited college, university or 
trade school.

Applications are available at the East 
Hampton High School guidance office, and 
are due April 5.
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the taxpayers of the Town of Andover – the fourth 
installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2019 Grand 
List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on 
April 1, 2021. Payments must be postmarked, paid online, 
or brought to lockbox outside Town Hall by May 1, 2021 
to avoid penalty.  Interest will be charged starting May 2, 
2021 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1.5% 
per month) from the due date of April 1st, with a minimum 
charge of $2 for each bill.  All Tax bills under $3 have been 
waived.
Online credit card payments may be made at www.andover-
ct.org. Checks or money orders payments may be placed 
in the locked drop box at Town Hall.  Payments by check or 
money order may be mailed to the Tax Collector’s office.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any 
interest which may, by State law, accrue.
Please refer to the Town website www.andoverct.org for 
Town Hall hours.
If you have any questions, please contact our office at 860-
742-4035, option 4.
Eileen Curtin, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

3TB 3/26, 4/2, 4/23

Veterans Monument Park to Be Beautified and Get Upgrades 
by Sloan Brewster

Gerry Wright of Andover is planning to spruce 
up Veterans Monument Park ahead of the June 5 
unveiling of the Agent Orange Monument.

In a phone call Tuesday, Wright, who de-
signed and is having the monument built, said 
he plans to begin beautification efforts at the 
park next week with the goal of having them 
completed by the June début.

The monument remembers veterans who died 
from or have ailments caused by Agent Orange 
and was inspired by a similar memorial Wright 
saw in Ennis, Texas.

The black granite monument will depict an 
orange and yellow heart with a C-123 airplane, 
like the ones used to spray the chemical over 
Vietnam, Wright said. Inscribed around the heart 
will be the words “Agent Orange, in memory of 
all those who died because of this chemical. 
Please pray for those veterans who continue to 
suffer because of it. Remember their sacrifice.”

The front of the stone’s base will have the 
words, “May this small plot of ground serve as 
a reminder for those exposed to chemical and 
genetic warfare for generations to come.” 

On the base’s back will be the words, “They 
served, they fought, they died and received nei-
ther their country’s glory nor their country’s 
compassion.” 

The back will also have a laser-etched scene, 
though exactly what it will portray Wright has 
not divulged.

Wright said he’s frustrated that the town has 
been stalling the effort to beautify the park, es-
pecially since he is funding it. 

“June 5 is coming really quickly,” he said. “I 
need to get the monument done.”

The town is not funding landscaping or 
ground work at the park; Wright is covering that 
with funds he raised to pay for the monument. 
Selectmen, however, are organizing the effort. 

During last week’s Board of Selectmen meet-
ing, Vice First Selectman Adrian Mandeville 
said everyone involved should meet “so we’re 
all on the same page,” before Wright starts his 
work.

According to Wright, that interference is 
slowing things down. 

“It’s so frustrating,” he said. “If I’m raising 
the funds, let me have at it.”

He said he will be doing a site visit to the park 
with selectmen Friday and has every intention 
of getting to fixing it up next week. The project 
will include moving the cannon that is currently 
there to make way for the monument, grading 
the ground to make it level, putting in pavers, 
adding flowers and shrubbery and seeding grass, 
including along a walking path that will lead to 
the monument.

In addition to the monument, Wright will be 
installing two benches and a walkway made of 
bricks inscribed with the names of veterans.

Veterans or their family members can get 
bricks for the walkway for an $80 donation. 
Wright said after the walkway is in, some of the 
bricks will be blank and can be replaced with 
inscribed bricks.

Once the monument is installed, it will re-
main covered until its formal presentation on 
June 5 at 4 p.m. 

Wright is still accepting donations for the 
monument and additional park improvements to 
make it a destination.

“This monument isn’t for Andover; it’s not 
for Connecticut. It’s for everybody who was 
exposed to this dioxin by our government,” he 
said. “It just happens to be in Andover. It’s for 
everybody.”

Park Improvements
Last week, selectmen directed Town Admin-

istrator Eric Anderson to meet with the Board 
of Finance and find up to $20,000 to fund some 
park improvements but the money is not for 
beautification. The funds will pay for drilling a 
new well, putting in an underground vault for 
the well-pump and running electricity to light 
the monument. 

In a phone call Monday, Anderson said he 
had a meeting scheduled with the finance board 
Wednesday to find the money, which will come 
from the current budget.

Issues at the park include that the existing 
wells are too shallow and lack the flow capa-
bility to support an irrigation system, Anderson 
said. 

“You can use it for hand watering and going 
down there with a hose,” he said.

Mandeville said digging a new well could 
open the possibility of installing bathrooms and/
or a water fountain near the Museum of Andover 
History, which the well will also serve. 

An attraction along the rail trail, the museum 
has a well that also has problems and the build-
ing has no public restrooms. 

“It opens up possibilities,” Mandeville said. 
“We’re just trying to think of a long term vision 
here.”

For the past two years, a portable toilet has 
been set up outside the museum and has served 
folks using the trail, Anderson said. The near-
est public restroom is nine miles away in Bolton 
Notch

Anderson said adding a water fountain would 
be valuable to trail users.  

“If you think about the length of the rail trail 
from Willimantic through to the terminus in 
Manchester, there really are not any convenient 
places – certainly not public places – that you 
can stop for water,” he said. 

In a 2018-Long Term Planning Committee 
survey, more than 70% of respondents said they 
use the rail trail, Anderson said.

“It’s probably the most highly used town ame-
nity – even though it’s a state amenity,” he said.

Unveiling
Wright is planning a big affair around the un-

veiling, including veteran performers and guest 
speakers, army trucks and a 1968 Bell UH-1 Iro-

quois helicopter known as a “Huey.”.
“There’s nothing like the sound of a Huey he-

licopter for a Vietnam veteran,” he said. “Brings 
up a lot of memories.”

Wright, who said there would also be a food 
truck, said he does not anticipate the pandemic 
will interfere with the event.

“The governor said everybody in Connecticut 
will be [vaccinated] by the middle of May,” he 
said. “We have to do this rain or shine.”

Wright is among Vietnam veterans who were 
exposed to Agent Orange, an herbicide or defo-
liant that contains the contaminant Dioxin and 
was sprayed over Vietnam by the U.S. military

Wright, who spent two tours in Vietnam, has 
health issues because of the toxin.

During two motorcycle tours of the country, 
he has gotten petitions in favor of and rallied the 
U.S government to pass a law to get treatment 
and disability for veterans exposed to the con-
taminant, but whose ailments have been all but 
ignored. 

For order forms, contact the town clerk’s of-
fice at 860-742-0188. Forms are also available 
on the town website, www.andoverconnecticut.
org, and are also on Wright’s Facebook page, 
Sprayed & Betrayed AO.  

Anyone interested in contributing to the mon-
ument can send donations to Gerry Wright at 
P.O. Box 274, Andover, CT 06232. Make checks 
out to Legion Post 95 and in the memo put “AO 
Andover Monument.”

Preschool Screening
The Andover Board of Education will hold a 

screening Friday, May 14, for 3- and 4-year-old 
children living in town. 

School staff will send home an age–appro-
priate questionnaire for parents to fill out about 
their children, with questions in the areas of 
speech, language, cognitive, and motor devel-
opment. 

To have your child screened, contact the di-
rector of special education at 860-742-7339 or 
maioranoh@andoverelementaryct.org.

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School Early 

Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2021-22 school year. 

Andover’s preschool program is full-day. 
Before- and after-school care is available. Chil-
dren who will be 3 on or before Dec. 31, 2021, 
are eligible to attend. 

For more information or a registration packet, 
call 860-742-7339 or download a packet from 
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Kindergarten 
Registration

 Andover Elementary School is registering 
kindergarten students for the 2021-22 school 
year. The kindergarten program is full-day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on 
or before Dec. 31 can call the school office at 
860-742-7339 to obtain a registration packet, or 
download it at www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.

Garden Club
Scholarship Available

The East Hartford Garden Club has an-
nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who plans 
to major in horticulture, floriculture, landscape 
design, conservation, forestry, environmental 
concerns, botany or other allied subjects.

The student can be a resident of Andover, 
Bolton, Bloomfield, Coventry, East Hartford, 
East Windsor, Glastonbury, Manchester, Mid-
dletown, Vernon, Storrs or Windsor Locks. For 
Andover residents, applications with the sub-
mitted instructions are available at the guidance 
department of RHAM High School.

All completed applications must be received 
by April 1.

Library Friends
Offer Scholarship

The Andover Friends of the Library is offer-
ing a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover high 
school senior. Applications are due May 2, and 
are available at the guidance office at RHAM 
High School and at Andover Public Library, 
355 Route 6. Completed applications must be 
dropped off at the library only.

The applicant must be currently enrolled as 
a senior in any high school, use the scholarship 
to further his or her education, and hold a valid 
Andover library card.

For more information, call Janet McCall at 
860-742-9764.

Library Friends
Launch Annual Appeal
The Andover Friends of the Library group 

has launched a membership drive/annual ap-
peal. 

To join this 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
which helps support Andover Public Library, 
donations are: $3 senior/student, $5 individual, 
$10 family, $25 business, $150 lifetime, $500 
patron. Mail donations to Andover Friends of 
the Library, P.O. Box 117, Andover, CT 06232.

Membership forms are emailed to current 
and former members and are also available by 
visiting the library at 355 Route 6, or by calling 
860-742-7428. Forms are also online at tinyurl.
com/ayrsvpks.

Yard Work Help
Available for Seniors

The AHM Youth and Family Services 
CHOREs Program is accepting applications 
from senior citizens age 60 or older from An-
dover, Hebron and Marlborough to utilize the 
CHOREs Program. 

Teens will work two hours per job at a senior 
citizen’s residence raking, weeding, picking up 
sticks, planting, etc. For complete program in-
formation visit ahmyouth.org, click on “Menu” 
and select “CHOREs Program.” Applications 
can be found at Andover Town Hall. 

Contact Jenn Boehler at 860-228-9488 ext. 
12 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org for more infor-
mation.

Filling of the Lake
Andover Lake will begin filling to sum-

mer water level on this Saturday, March 27.

Senior Citizen
News & Notes

The following news items have been an-
nounced for Andover seniors.

COVID-19 Vaccinations: Shots now avail-
able for Andover seniors age 75 and over. Call 
877-918-2224 and register to receive your vac-
cine shot. If you will need a ride, call senior co-
ordinator Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122.

Rides to Medical Appointments: Call Pala-
zzi to reserve a ride. All seniors, veterans, and 
ADA individuals are welcome. Masks must be 
worn in the van; if you have a caregiver that per-
son may come with you. Temperatures will be 
taken by the driver.

Shopping: The bus picks people up at home 
and takes them to Manchester for shopping on 
Tuesdays at 7 a.m. Masks must be worn and 
temperatures will be taken by driver before cli-
ents can access the bus. Call Palazzi for a ride.

Foodshare/Food Pantry: Municipal Agent 
Roberta Dougherty calls seniors on Fridays to 
see if they would like Foodshare or the food 
pantry delivered. All deliveries will be made 
by senior transportation drivers. Food will be 
placed outside the senior’s door.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 

located at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m. Enter through 
the Narthex. Masks and social distancing are 
required. If you don’t have a mask, one will 
be given to you. Sunday School for children 
is provided.

The service also streams live on the 
church’s Facebook page (First Congregation-
al Church, Andover, CT). For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverct church@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverct church.org.

Bible Study: Tuesday mornings both via 
Zoom and in person at the church (observ-

ing CDC guidelines regarding social distanc-
ing and masks). If interested in attending via 
Zoom, call the church and leave a message 
and church pastor the Rev. Rose Nilson will 
send you the meeting link. 

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. CDC guidelines are 
observed and masks are required. 

Foodshare Van: Comes to the church ev-
ery other Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m.; it will 
next be there March 31.

Sonshine Stampers: This group meets 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. at the church to make 
greeting cards. All are invited. Masks and so-
cial distancing required.


