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 Season’s Greetings… With an extra sidewalk planter at Cragin Memorial Library 
in need of decorating, Melissa Deacon of Colchester enlisted Ashley LaParre and 
her children Sonny and Sloan (pictured here) to help out. The planter was decorated 
with blue/white bows, white sticks, pinecones, plastic icicles, and a bright red bell.

Officials Weigh Proceeding with Project
By Michael Sinkewicz

New details regarding Hebron’s Public Works 
project emerged last week during a Board of 
Selectmen meeting, as officials weigh whether 
to move forward with the controversial site pro-
posal on Kinney Road. 

The selectmen still haven’t made an ultimate 
decision on whether to send the final project 
proposal to referendum, but have expressed 
interest in launching a survey that would po-
tentially provide insight and feedback from the 
community.

During their Dec. 15 meeting, Town Man-
ager Andrew Tierney provided the board with a 
rough estimate on the cost of finalizing a design 
at 17 Kinney Rd.

Engineering firm BL Companies submitted 
a proposal of $69,800 to design the buildings. 
Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, who Tierney 

said would be handling the bulk of the design, 
would cost around $175,000.

Overall, the combined cost to complete a fi-
nal design and to get a final cost for the proj-
ect that would then be voted on at referendum, 
would cost $244,800.

Tierney emphasized that he was waiting for a 
hard confirmation on some of the numbers from 
Nathan L. Jacobson, but would likely have a 
firm contract breakdown for the selectmen to 
review at their meeting next month. 

Previous estimates for a total cost of the en-
tire project have been in the range of $15-20 
million.

Town leaders have stressed the need for a 
new facility, but finding a location that satis-
fies the whole community has proven difficult. 
Mainly, Kinney Road residents have objected 

to constructing the municipal project on the 88-
acre property in close proximity to their homes. 

As the controversy surrounding the topic 
seemingly grows, often displayed through pub-
lic comments during board meetings or through 
Rivereast letters the editor, the town has consid-
ered ways to present accurate information and 
facts for citizens who remain undecided on the 
issue.

Even though a final design hasn’t been dis-
tributed to the community, officials have specu-
lated that some residents have already cemented 
their stance. 

At a meeting earlier this month, Republican 
selectman Peter Kasper said he feels the town 
has “lost control of the narrative.”

To that end, Tierney has reached out to DKA 

Grants Helped Portland 
Save Millions in 2022 

By Jack Lakowsky
Portland has a solid track record of getting 

state grants to fund local projects, and this year, 
the first under Republican First Selectman Ryan 
Curley, that momentum continued. 

“We’ve been busy,” Curley told the Rivereast 
this week, adding that, counting every grant the 
town earned this year, local taxpayers saved 
more than $2.5 million. 

Among the larger of the grants was a 
$725,000 state award originally received under 
prior first selectperson Susan Bransfield. The 
project took extra time to allow for growth of 
its scope, upgrading more of the kitchen than 
originally planned. 

Ryan O’Halpin, the town’s recently hired 
public works director, said the work is projected 
to come in under budget, about $480,000 as op-
posed to the predicted $600,000. Also, the town 
is keeping money local, hiring a Portland-based 
contractor. Because the company saves money 
on transportation, the town also saves money. 

O’Halpin estimated work will be done in 
May. He said luckily, inflationary prices haven’t 
affected this particular project, but supply chain 
issues could cause delays, specifically with the 
new generator the senior center is looking for-
ward to receiving. 

Also getting replaced and made over are the 
oven hood, the center’s HVAC system, several 
other kitchen appliances and more ADA-com-
pliant accommodations. 

While he didn’t have an exact date, O’Halpin 
guessed a renovation of this scale hasn’t been 
done at the century since late last century, likely 
the 1980’s. 

New to the town’s roster, this will the first 
major project O’Halpin helps direct. 

Lynn Tracey, senior center director, said 

there’s a piece of the grant not yet much dis-
cussed: about $19,000 to revamp the center’s 
food service. 

“As soon as renovations begin, we’ll be work-
ing with local restaurants – I’m in the middle of 
texting with one right now – to have them come 
up with menus for us,” said Tracey, saying the 
center hopes to serve between 15 and 18 grab-
and-go restaurant-cooked meals. 

“And that keeps business in Portland,” Tracey 
added. “People can sign up and register and get 
a fresh meal at least once a week.”

The Waverly Senior Center is also bringing 
back its Meals-on-Wheels program for home-
bound locals. 

Tracey also plans more cooking programs, 
led by a volunteer, and talks on healthy eating 
and lifestyle. 

“We’re booking them for the latter part of 
’23,” she said. 

Tracey said normal center hours and services 
will go mostly unaffected by the work, but just 
in case she advised center users to stay updated, 
calling the center or checking the town’s web-
site. Construction is likely to affect programs. 
So, in case activities get disrupted, Tracey is 
planning trips to the Aqua Turf Club on St. 
Patrick’s Day, as well as several concerts and 
exhibition. 

Tracey said smaller, less regular programs 
have already been cancelled. 

To stay apprised, Tracey said “stay in touch.”
Curley said that, along with senior center 

work, the town has “lots of balls in the air.”
Another major grant the state Department 

of Economic and Community Development 
(DECD) gave Portland totaled $500,000 for 
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RANKED #1 IN 2021!
Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  

in Hebron ranked #1 for 2021 in number 
of properties SOLD in total for Hebron, 

Lebanon, Columbia, and Andover!*
The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  

their success to a deep understanding of the 
market, and their relentless focus on  

customer service. 
Countryside Realty would like to extend a sincere 

“Thank You” to their clients for their Loyalty, 
Trust, Referrals and Repeat  

Business throughout the years.

Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

The Countryside Family  
Wishes your Family a 

SAFE AND HAPPY  
HOLIDAY SEASON!
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163 Broadway Street
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-2020

34 Main Street
Hebron, CT 06248
860-228-2020

www.colchestereyecare.net RE12-16-22

Largest 
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

You Can TRUST the ADVICE 
of our Trained, Knowledgeable and

Experienced Staff! 

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monroe Shocks • RainX Wipers
• AC Delco • Interstate Batteries
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com
860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653 
Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Closed Sunday

Locally Owned!  •  Family Operated!  •  Serving the Community for 40 years!

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

mark’s

auto
parts

Largest
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

Locally Owned! • Family Operated! • Serving the Community for over 40 years!

CUSTOMCOLORS
FILLEDHERE
Convert your
paint intoa
convenient
aerosol.

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com
860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653

Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 8-2

Great Stocking Stuffers

You can
TRUST the ADVICE

of your Trained
Knowledgeable and
Experienced Staff!

Largest
Paint Supplier

East
of the River.

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monro Shocks
• AC Delco
• Interstate Batteries
• RainX Wipers
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

Shop Mark’s United Auto Parts
This Holiday Season!

We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics Lifts, Creepers,
Car Matts and Accessories for every driver in the family!

SHOP LOCAL!

Don’t Get Caught Powerless This Winter!
• Battery Chargers • Booster Packs
• Heavy Duty Car & Truck Batteries

ShoP MARK’S 
UnITED AUTo PARTS

ThIS hoLIDAY SEASon!
We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics Lifts, 

Creepers, Car Mats, Chargers, and 
Accessories for every driver in the family!

Great Selection of 
STOCKING STUFFERS!

Including Ice & Snow Scrapers, Arctic 
Guard Snow & Windshield Covers, Flash 

Lights, Key Chains & MUCH MORE!!

ShoP
LoCAL

HAppy HOLiDAyS 
from all of us at 

Mark’s United Auto parts!

ALL WEAThER FLooR LInERS!

on SALE noW!
While supplies last!

RE12-2-22

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
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Happy Hpy Holidays and 
Cheers to the New Year!!

We appreciate the support 
from our customers and 
look forward to serving 

you in 2023.

Wishing you a holiday season 
filled with joy from the entire 

team at Belltown Motors.rs.

Open on Saturdays for emissions 
testing by appointment only
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured
265 W High St, East Hampton, CT 06424

GlobalSelfStorageLLC.com

888.851.5605  

Storage for Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles and Automobiles

WINTER STORAGE 

RE12-16-22

C
IT

12
-2

2-
22

BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
HOD 114 • www.BrothersOil.com • S1-0409939

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292

AUTOMATIC DELIVERY for less than COD
WE ACCEPT ENERGY ASSISTANCE

$3.959 
150 GALLON MINIMUM

P/GAL COD. PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

175th Committee
Selling Items

All are invited to purchase T-shirts, cook-
books, ornaments or calendars from the town’s 
175th Committee. All money raised will sup-
port the events planned for May and June 2023. 

Contact Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122 for 
more information. Items may also be purchased 
at Town Hall.

Members Sought for EDC
The Andover Economic Development Com-

mission is need of new members. Contact 
Elaine Buchardt at 860-202-4619 or email An-
doverCTEDC@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

Christmas Toy Drive
The Andover town employees are collecting 

toys for Andover children.  New, unwrapped 
toys and gift cards can be dropped at the Town 
Office Building, 17 School Rd.

Vendors Sought
for Fundraiser

Andover seniors will hold their annual fun-
draiser to support the luncheon program Sun-
day, Feb. 5, at the Andover Elementary School 
(AES), 35 School Rd. If you would like to be 
a vendor, cost is $20 for one table or $30 for 
two tables. Bakers and other helpers are also 
welcome. 

If interested, call Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-
6122. 

Congregational Church News

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. 

Shopping Dates: Tuesdays. Willimantic: 
1/3, 1/17, 1/31; Manchester: 1/10, 1/24. Masks 
are available on all vehicles.

Senior Luncheons: Fridays, Jan. 6 and 20. 
Reservations required by 1/4 for the 1/6 lunch 
and by 1/18 for lunch on 1/20.

Movie: Wednesday, Jan. 11, 1 p.m. Call Pala-
zzi for a ride.

Rides to Fundraiser: The annual senior fun-
draiser will be Sunday, Feb. 5, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the Andover Elementary School gym, 
and rides are available by calling Palazzi. There 
will be a bake basket and raffle tables, and pizza 
will be available for purchase at 12:30 p.m. 

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-
able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 
and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, and all medical 
appointments, are available by calling Palazzi. 
All seniors, veterans and disabled are welcome. 
If you have a caregiver, they may come with 
you. 

New Seniors Welcome: New seniors are 
welcome to all events. Call Palazzi for all lun-
cheon reservations and transportation needs. 
Call Judy Knox at 860-643-6824 to join Young 
at Heart, call Georgia O’Brien at 860-742-9947 
for all trip information, and call Sue Schmidt at 
860-604-1057 for all movie information.

Senior
Transportation Info

Andover Senior Transportation is avail-
able for free to all Andover seniors, all 
veterans, and all disabled. A caregiver may 
accompany any person that requires assis-
tance or if under the age of 21. 

The transportation service picks people 
up at their home and takes them to their 
medical appointment; the driver then waits 
for them and returns them home.

For all transportation appointments, call 
Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122.

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-
vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 

a.m.; next date is Jan. 4. The senior food pantry is 
open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is Dec. 28. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursday, 9:30 a.m.
Faith Sharing with the Movies: Tuesdays at 

11:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service: Saturday, Dec. 24, 

7 p.m. This will be a glow stick candle-lighting 
service. There will be no morning worship ser-
vice on Christmas Day, Dec. 25. There will, 
however, be the regular Sunday service on Jan. 1.

Tax-Aide Foundation Seeks Volunteers

Standout Athletes of the Week
 Bacon Academy’s basketball star Marissa Nudd scored her 1,000th career high 
school point as the Bobcats beat Ledyard, improving to 3-0. 

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 

for the week of Dec. 12-18: 
Marissa Nudd – Bacon Academy High 

School (Basketball): Nudd scored her 1,000th 
career high school point as the Bobcats im-
proved to 3-0 with a 52-45 victory over Led-
yard. Nudd, who has committed to play col-
lege basketball at Southern Connecticut State 
University, opened her senior season with a 
25-point, 11-rebound performance in a 52-24 
victory over East Lyme on Dec. 13. She then 
posted 23 points and eight rebounds in a 71-23 
victory over Waterford on Dec. 16. 

Spencer Rosado – Portland High School 
(Wrestling): Rosado, who placed third at the 
Class S championship in 2021, has picked up 
right where he left off a season ago. The senior, 
who wrestles at 145 lbs., defeated Jacob Gua-
rino of Middletown in his opening match of the 
season as the Highlanders defeated the Blue 
Dragons 53-30 on Dec. 14. Rosado also swept 
his matches as Portland competed and won four 

of five contests in the Pomperaug Duals at Pom-
peraug High School on Dec. 17.

Sarah West – RHAM High School (Basket-
ball): West scored 52 points in three games as 
the Raptors started the season with a trio of wins 
last week. West, a senior, scored 24 points in a 
54-41 victory over Coventry on Dec. 15.  She 
also scored 16 points in a win over South Wind-
sor on Dec. 16 and dumped in a dozen points in 
the Raptors’ season opener, a victory over Ma-
loney on Dec. 13. In the victory over Maloney, 
sophomore Maddy Evans canned a handful of 
three-pointers to lead RHAM with 19 points.   

Liana Salamone – East Hampton High 
School (Basketball): Salamone scored 33 
points as East Hampton upended Haddam-
Killingworth 63-30 on Dec. 15. The sopho-
more point guard, who is coming off an all-
state freshman campaign, opened the season 
with a 29-point effort in a win over Amistad on 
Dec. 13.  

For many years, the senior centers in Col-
chester, Hebron, Marlborough, Columbia, East 
Hampton and East Haddam have hosted the 
AARP Tax-Aide Program, which provides free 
income tax preparation services for residents of 
these towns and surrounding communities.

Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free volun-
teer tax program, offered in conjunction with 
the IRS.

The Tax-Aide program is looking for people 

to join its volunteer team. You don’t need to be 
an accountant or tax professional; volunteers 
come from a variety of backgrounds.  Training 
and support are provided.

To volunteer, go to aarpfoundation.org/
taxaidevolunteer or call 1-888-AARP-NOW 
(888-227-7669).

For additional information before signing up, 
contact your local senior center and they will 
connect you with a local Tax-Aide volunteer.

Like
us on 

Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
I got to thinking this past weekend about the Christmas spirit—or, if you prefer, the holiday 

spirit. You know, “peace on earth, goodwill toward men.” And by “men” I mean men, women, 
transgenders, non-genders, cross-genders, atheists, vegetarians, NRA members, visitors from 
other galaxies, people who think it should be legal to marry a goat, and everybody in between. 
So please, no outraged letters to the editor.

For my own part, it seems to me that goodwill toward aging opinionated white men such 
as myself is in rather short supply these days, but I insist on remaining inclusive. The holiday 
spirit is for everyone, even pariahs such as myself.

At least that’s what I told myself a couple of weeks ago as I clung precariously to a ladder 20 
feet off the ground, praying to Jesus to have mercy while I tried to hang wreaths on our second 
story windows under the close scrutiny of my lovely wife. 

As one of six children from a happy home, she is a dedicated disciple of the Christmas spirit, 
though I think she might show a little more consideration for an old Grinch who’s trying to 
adjust a wreath a fraction of an inch up or down or sideways (according to her directives as 
shouted through a bullhorn) with one hand, while clinging to the ladder for dear life with the 
other.

I’m kidding about the bullhorn, but my acrophobic terror is quite real. Plus, I’m lazy.
For reasons that are not entirely clear to me, as the holidays draw near, she also insists on 

lighting several dozen scented candles throughout the house in a sort of indoor simulation of 
a California wildfire. I don’t know if this mini conflagration has some sort of religious signifi-
cance or if my feet just smell worse this time of year with all the windows closed, but it does 
provide a certain ambiance. I’d find it more appealing if scented candles didn’t cost 15 bucks 
apiece, but far be it from me to diminish the Christmas spirit (or my dedication to inclusive-
ness) by carping about corporate executives who exploit this holy season to reap unholy profits.

I also can’t help but notice that the general holiday feeling doesn’t seem to extend to con-
gestion at malls and restaurants where people are routinely machine gunned in disputes over 
parking spaces.

It will probably come as no surprise to you that what holiday spirit we enjoy here may be in 
even shorter supply in certain other parts of the world. For instance, I doubt if Vladmir Putin 
will be dashing downstairs in his pajamas this Christmas morn hoping to find a palomino pony.

As for me, I like the holiday season, but you can definitely take this Christmas thing too far. 
My sister-in-law, for instance, has so many holiday knick-knacks underfoot—including a statue 
of an elf flying a kite, which I don’t get at all—that she’s going to have to rent a storage room 
(or a dumpster) once we all go back to hating each other after the New Year.

The fact is, not everybody gets in the spirit of the season and sometimes it’s wiser not to 
push it. In one of the more extreme cases, I recall reading a newspaper article some years ago 
that reported on the demise of a stubborn young missionary who badgered a primitive tribe on 
a remote island off India. They kept telling him to beat it and he kept coming back until the 
exasperated aborigines finally killed him.

If you’ve ever been bothered by door-to-door solicitors, you can kind of sympathize with the 
tribesmen here. I don’t condone murder, but clearly you can take the holiday spirit a little too 
far in certain circumstances—particularly when dealing with people who are concerned that 
you may give them measles. In any case, I don’t expect that an 18-foot inflatable Santa will be 
rearing his jovial head in the tribe’s village center any time soon. I guess the missionary’s head 
will just have to suffice in the interim.

As for me, I just hope I can get those wreaths off the windows next month without breaking 
my neck. In the meantime, Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and stay out of my damn park-
ing spot.

Jim Hallas

First off, much thanks to Josh Howard and 
Jack Lakowsky, who were thrust into action 
and edited the past two Rivereasts themselves. 
This is because I was down south, following 
the death of my mother. 

To say it’s been a terrible month would be 
putting it mildly. So I’m very thankful to both 
Josh and Jack for handling my editing respon-
sibilities, so that I could focus on the funeral 
and grieving with my family. 

Indeed, thanks to everyone at both the 
Rivereast and The Glastonbury Citizen for 
being so understanding and accommodating 
during this awful time.

* * *
One of the things that my mom took a lot 

of joy in is terrible puns. The sillier, the better. 
In recent years, she’d started sharing them on 
social media – and friends and family would 
often send her puns if they came across them. 
She’d in turn share them, and even though we 
were half a country away, I could hear her 
laughter in my head as I read them. How I 
miss that laugh already.

So, in honor of my mother, here are some 
particularly corny puns that, hopefully, will 
put a smile on your face. Or at least a groan 
in your voice. 

What did the grape say when it got crushed? 
Nothing, it just let out a little wine.

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a 
banana.

I had a crazy dream last night! I was swim-
ming in an ocean of orange soda. Turns out it 
was just a Fanta sea.

A wife says to her husband that moose are 
falling from the sky. The husband says, it’s 
reindeer.

Ladies, if he can’t appreciate your fruit 
jokes, you need to let that mango.

12. Did you hear about the restaurant on the 
moon? I heard the food was good but it had no 
atmosphere.

Can February March? No, but April May.
Need an ark to save two of every animal? 

I noah guy.
I don’t trust stairs because they’re always 

up to something.
Why was Dumbo sad? He felt irrelephant.
A man sued an airline company after it lost 

his luggage. Sadly, he lost his case.
My friend drove his expensive car into a 

tree and found out how his Mercedes bends.
Becoming a vegetarian is one big missed 

steak.
I was wondering why the ball was getting 

bigger. Then it hit me.
Some aquatic mammals at the zoo escaped. 

It was otter chaos!
Never trust an atom, they make up every-

thing!
Long fairy tales have a tendency to dragon.
What do you use to cut a Roman Emperor’s 

hair? Ceasers.
My sister bet that I couldn’t build a car 

out of spaghetti. You should’ve seen her face 
when I drove pasta.

I made a pun about the wind but it blows.
Never discuss infinity with a mathemati-

cian, they can go on about it forever.
I knew a guy who collected candy canes; 

they were all in mint condition.
* * *

And speaking of candy canes, here’s some 
holiday-related news you may need to know: 
Since Christmas is on Sunday, the Rivereast 
offices will be closed Monday, Dec. 26. How-
ever, our deadlines will remain the same. 
Therefore, all submitted copy – letters, press 

Catastrophic Contagion 
To the Editor:

During October 2019, the World Economic 
Forum, Bill/Melinda Gates Foundation, and 
John Hopkins teamed up for the live role-
playing exercise “Event 201,” in which they 
pretended the world would experience a global 
coronavirus pandemic originating in bats. With-
in the exercise, the group discussed the best way 
to quarantine sick people, enforce lockdowns, 

Christmas Joy
To the Editor:

How long does it take to unwrap a Christmas 
present? It took 33 years to unwrap the first 
Christmas gift 2,000 years ago when “God so 
loved the world that he gave his only son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.”

 The Christmas story of Jesus’ birth is incom-
plete without the rest of the story of his death, 
burial, and resurrection as payment for sin. 
Without Easter there would be no Christmas.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

Thanks from Garden Club
To the Editor:

On behalf of The Portland Garden Club, I 
would like to thank everyone who purchased 
holiday cemetery boxes, white birch candles 
logs, and other items at our holiday sale on both 
Saturday, Dec. 3, and Sunday, Dec. 4. Thanks 
also to all who donated supplies to the activity 
including the club members, Phil Olson, Judy 
Pogmore, Richard and Judy Lane, Tom Mc-
Brien, and to the Swedish, Center, and Indian 

 Happy Hanukkah!... Colchester Cooperative Nursery School recently celebrated 
Hanukkah! Casey Cohen, a CCNS parent, volunteered to teach the children about 
the Festival of Lights.

Hill Cemeteries.
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, 

Inc. recently presented The Portland Garden 
Club with the prestigious “Good Deed Cita-
tion” award as a thoughtful gesture of goodwill 
to recognize the club’s 75th anniversary cele-
bration projects and activities that emphasized 
giving back to our community. Your support to 
our fundraisers helps make these activities pos-
sible.

A very special thanks to the Town of Portland 
for granting us permission to hold the sale at the 
Town Green and to the Rivereast News Bulletin 
for advertising the event.

Wishing you a wonderful holiday season,
Susanne Anderson, President

The Portland Garden Club
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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IMPROVING A GUMMY SMILE
  Sometimes genetics can leave individuals with smiles they feel don’t exactly suit 
them. For some that may mean a grin that shows more pink gums than pearly whites, 
a condition known as “gingival display.” When this is the case, a crown lengthening 
procedure may be the solution to the problem. The process reshapes the gums 
at the base of the teeth, removing small amounts of excess gum tissue to expose 
more tooth area. If there is not enough area available, crowns or veneers can be 
placed. Although full recovery takes approximately three months, normal activities 
can resume within a day or so, and soft food limitations are only required until any 
sutures dissolve.
 Want to improve your smile? There are many techniques your dentist has to 
alter and otherwise enhance your appearance and give you good reason to smile. 
Let us help you choose the best method for your particular circumstances. If it’s 
time to stop hiding your smile, we invite you to experience the kind of up-to-date, 
knowledgeable dental care we provide. We can make financial arrangements for 
extensive treatment plans.   
 P.S. Crown lengthening can help restore teeth damaged by severe decay.

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE12-23-22

releases, event listings, etc. – need to be to 
me by noon Tuesday, Dec. 27.

The same applies the following week. 
We’ll be closed Monday, Jan. 2, but our 
deadlines will remain the same. 

Merry Christmas from all of us at the 
Rivereast News Bulletin.

* * *
See you next week.

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

Hebron Holiday Gratitude
To the Editor:

During this holiday season I would like to 
share a note of gratitude. The continuing strug-
gle to defend our environment and history has 
brought the Kinney Road neighborhood from 
a collection of respectful homeowners into a 
tight knit group of close friends. For over a year 
we have been supported and encouraged by a 
select group of residents from across Hebron, 
who have nothing to gain but have joined to 
help build a better future. And every day, more 
people from all corners of town are coming to-
gether to support this just cause. I would like to 
say thank you to everyone that has attended a 
meeting, sent in a letter and offered support. I 
will always remember the two kind women that 
stopped in Raymond Brook Preserve and said, 
“Don’t worry, everything will be fine, this will 
never pass.” Thank you; I hope and pray you 
are correct.

Special thanks to hydrogeologist Mr. William 
Warzecha, whose 36-year career at DEEP has 
earned him recognition as the leading authority 
on road salt contamination of ground water in 
Connecticut. Mr. Warzecha brings unparalleled 
technical knowledge to the discussion and let us 
know our fears are well founded. Mr. Warzecha 
deserves the utmost respect for his vast experi-
ence and his courage.

And finally, I would like to express my heart-
felt thanks to the hardworking people of the 
Public Works department. It is beyond regret-
table that the town has failed to act and improve 
your working conditions. Since 2013 plans have 
been established to build a combined mainte-
nance and storage facility with Parks and Rec. 
at Burnt Hill Park. Hopefully the New Year will 
see this plan finally put in action.

For more information, please visit Kinney 
Road Matters on Facebook and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Citizens Disrespected
To the Editor:

Unprofessional behavior at meetings has 
been the norm for First Selectman Bisbikos 
since he entered office, but the meeting on Dec. 
15 showed new levels of his disrespect for the 
citizens of Colchester. FS Bisbikos has regu-
larly argued with residents during citizens com-
ments, but during this meeting he responded 
to a citizen and prior employee, “That’s why I 
fired you!”

He publicly accused another citizen of threat-
ening him and said he had reported her to the 
police. The alleged threat? She used a “boom” 
emoji in a text telling him he had lost her sup-
port.

First Selectman Bisbikos continued to drag 
us to new lows when he responded to my own 
citizens comment by telling us the story of how 
he recently met his childhood hero Sylves-
ter Stallone and like him, “he always punches 
back.” He followed that up with his own Rocky 

Paul Whelan
To the Editor:

I think I’ll try the Don Denley approach: OH 
MY GOD, IT SMELLS LIKE FOX NEWS IN 
HERE. Nah, not impressed. This is for Frank 
Blume from Colchester as well, just for Frank 
though, my Hartford Courant delivery has been 
spotty lately so I don’t know if your Paul Whel-
an letter was published there also.

Courtesy of snopes.com: “A military judge 
sitting as a special court martial convicted the 
appellant [Paul N. Whelan], consistent with his 
pleas, of attempted larceny, three specifications 
of dereliction of duty, making a false official 
statement, wrongfully using another’s social se-
curity number, and ten specifications of making 
and uttering checks without having sufficient 
funds in his account for payment... he was sen-
tenced to 60 days’ restriction, reduction to pay 
grade E-4, and a bad-conduct discharge.” Also 
from snopes.com: “Whelan’s family, for their 
part, have been supportive of Griner’s release.” 

Just do a search of his name and it brings up 
many links with this information. As for Viktor 
Bout, he’s been out of circulation for over a de-
cade and the world has passed him by.

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover

None Denser
EDITOR’S NOTE: This letter was submit-

ted in time for last week’s publication, but was 
inadvertently not published. 
To the Editor:

Don ‘None Denser’ Denley went all-in last 
week to prove the nickname or ‘moniker’ I 
gave him is earned and spot on. To make sure 
Rivereast readers heard him better this time, he 
used CAPITAL LETTERS for several of his an-
griest accusations.

“We are the HIGHEST TAXED STATE IN 
THE COUNTRY” Denley cried. False: We are 
the 7th highest ‘total tax burden’ state in the 
country but also the 2nd highest ‘per capita in-
come’ state.

“We are the HIGHEST ELECTRICAL 
BILL” Denley cried. False: We are 5th highest.

“Lamont and his BILLIONAIRE wife . .” 
Denley continues. False: The latest combined 
net worth data for Ned and Ann Lamont that I 
could find is estimated between $90 and $332 
million. She is certainly a highly successful 
venture capitalist, and we all know Denley 
especially hates successful women. Hence his 
calling Nancy Pelosi a “Wicked Witch” and 
his celebratory “she will NO LONGER BE 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE. HALLALUJA!!” 

And lastly, Denley states “Lamont is still sit-
ting on the “$5 BILLION IN COVID MONEY 
that Connecticut received from the Feds.” False: 
Connecticut received $1.382 billion in Covid 

Hebron DPW $$$
To the Editor:

Hebron leadership continues with their plan 
to build a new DPW complex in the center of 
town, which potentially includes taxpayer dol-
lars for a public relations firm intending to sell 
residents on this project. They feel there has 
been misinformation put out there and want to 
educate the public on the DPW project. Addi-
tional factual information was sent to the BOS 
for them to read, and residents can read this 
on Facebook #KinneyRoadMatters. The facts 
provided show that this proposal, including a 
multi-ton salt shed, violates the best manage-
ment practices established by CT DEEP and the 
Bureau of Water Protection.

Horton Boulevard was intended to draw busi-
nesses to the center of Hebron with the hope of 
growing the local economy. 

A new DPW facility placed at 17 Kinney Rd. 
will be counterproductive to town growth. 

Where is the town’s Plan B?
There has been discussion around the origi-

nal 2014 proposal that included the DPW in the 
Burnt Hill Park location. We’ve been told that 
due to the completed construction at the park 
there is no longer enough room there now for 
the DPW or even a portion of it.

Has the town considered relocating a soccer 

condition people to accept social distancing/
masking, stifle dissent by labeling opponents 
“conspiracy theorists,” before eventually roll-
ing out a vaccine. Health officials/military brass 
from around the world were in attendance. 
What a coincidence that the same people who 
are trying to establish the 4th Reich through the 
4th Industrial Revolution would be so prescient 
when it comes to such matters! It’s comforting 
to know that the world’s largest multinationals, 
malthusian “philanthropists,” and the medical 
establishment are working so diligently to pro-
tect us from ourselves.

And now, just in time for Christmas, the 
same players have teamed up for another live 
role-playing exercise, this time deemed “Cata-
strophic Contagion”. The exercise predicts 
another lethal pandemic will soon sweep the 
globe, with a much higher fatality rate than CV 
and will be especially deadly to children. “Par-
ticipants were challenged to make urgent policy 
decisions with limited information in the face 
of uncertainty. Each problem and choice had 
serious health, economic, and social ramifica-
tions.” Meanwhile, Boston University recently 
created a genetically modified coronavirus with 
a fatality rate of up to 80% in mice. Despite 
the fact that the US Senate’s report on CV-19 
origins says it most likely escaped from “gain-
of-function” research at the Wuhan lab, the 
U.S. government has lifted its moratorium on 
the practice. It’s not difficult to see where this 
sort of “scientific inquiry” may lead, nor is it 
hard to predict the winners and losers...it may 
be Christmas but this feels like Groundhog Day. 

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

money. Denley’s addled mind likely conflated 
the $5 billion in infrastructure money Connecti-
cut would have gotten if the $1 trillion infra-
structure bill passed, but Republicans and Joe 
Manchin ended that dream.

Rivereast readers well know Denley spews 
out whatever nonsense his rabid anti-Demo-
cratic mind conjures up. But to capitalize the 
fake numbers and falsehoods? He should have 
listened to Abe Lincoln who said “Better to re-
main silent and be thought a fool than to ‘CAPI-
TALIZE IT’ and remove all doubt.” 

Here’s the news headline Denley tried to 
obfuscate – or is the PC term now ‘gaslight’? 
GOVERNOR LAMONT SIGNS BUDGET 
THAT INCLUDES THE LARGEST TAX CUT 
IN CONNECTICUT HISTORY. Then ‘None 
Denser’ would have been correct.

Edmund Smith – Andover 

impersonation.
The hostile environment in the town hall was 

also exacerbated by First Selectman Bisbikos’ 
mother who was in attendance, loudly making 
snide comments about citizens who she felt 
were critical of her son.

The citizens of Colchester deserve better than 
to be confronted by the first selectman or heck-
led by his mother for exercising our right to free 
speech.

Krista Kardys – Colchester

See Letters, page 6
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-29-22
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 12/31/22. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 12/31/22. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

Try one of our freshly 
ground in-house

Steak 
Burgers

FREE POOL
Mondays, Wednesdays

& Thursdays

Full Menu
Served Daily

11am-10pm

RE12-23-2247 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL 
Package!

See all the games! 
Every Monday, 

Thursday & Sunday
Daily Lunch 

Specials $4.95 & up

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 12/23 Karaoke
Saturday, 12/31 New Year’s Eve Party

Prime Rib & Baked Stuffed Shrimp
Friday, 1/6 “Distilled”

field or two to the center of town? This would 
help draw residents and visiting teams in and 
if done correctly could preserve the historical 
value of this land while helping to lessen any 
environmental impact.

The BOS is considering a public survey for 
input from all Hebron residents and not just 
those in the immediate Kinney Road area. Al-
though it may be costly, if this survey is orga-
nized and worded correctly, including the final 
cost for construction and the impact on taxpay-
ers today and over the next 10 years, the survey 
may be a worthwhile investment. #Save17

Greg Shortell – Amston

Colchester Senior Center
To the Editor:

It is true that seniors get lonely and that our 
lives would greatly benefit from having a new 
decent senior center to go to every day to con-
tinue to have lunch, hang out with other seniors, 
have activities, medical clinics, help with tax 
prep, etc., etc.

The present building is dilapidated and musty 
smelling. And yet the wonderful staff comes to 
work each day with a positive attitude because 
they care about the seniors in the community. 
The staff and seniors deserve a better environ-
ment.

We pay a lot of taxes here in Colchester and 
those taxes help provide only the best in facili-
ties and education for our youth by keeping our 
schools in top shape and current. And we are 
happy to do it for our youth. Don’t the senior 
citizens of Colchester deserve the same?

Just a thought for those who are not yet se-
niors: time goes by so quickly and before you 
know it you too will be a senior. Let’s get this 
new Senior Center built for the seniors of today 
and you future seniors.

Sandy Planeta – Colchester

Johnsonville
To the Editor:

“It’s coming on Christmas and they’re cut-
ting down trees. They’re putting up reindeer and 
singing songs of joy and peace.” -Joni Mitchell

This time of year can be joyous for some and 
melancholy for others. I always have mixed 
feelings, especially when pulling holiday orna-
ments out of dusty boxes. But generally, I get a 
good chuckle. About 25 years ago, as a newly-
wed, I took my brother and mother to Moodus 
to visit Johnsonville. We lived nearby and often 
walked or drove through to admire the eccentric 
little American streetscape enhanced by a man 
named Ray Schmitt. Ray had deep pockets, an 
interesting brief case and a good eye for old 
buildings, which he purchased and moved to 
this tiny street. At Christmastime he opened the 
village up to the public. With family and friends 
we went through all the structures, visiting the 
well clad mannequins hard at work. The livery 
was great and it was here that Ray stabled sev-
eral handsome life-sized plastic horses that ate 
nothing and made not a sound.

There was a working post office and, from 
a live teller, we purchased Victorian post cards 

Inflation Reduction Act
To the Editor:

The Inflation Reduction Act delivers for 
American families, advances the most aggres-
sive action on climate change in American 
history, and grows the economy from the bot-
tom up and middle out. Jobs are coming back 
to the U.S. from China. Thanks to the Infla-
tion Reduction Act and the CHIPS Act, efforts 
to address production supply chain issues are 
bringing new jobs and manufacturing facilities 
to the U.S. Thanks to the Inflation Reduction 
Act, seniors on Medicare who use insulin won’t 
be charged more than $35 for a month’s supply 
starting New Year’s Day. Thanks to the Inflation 
Reduction Act, out-of-pocket expenses for pre-
scription drug prices will be capped at no more 
than $2,000 a year for Medicare recipients. 
Medicare will finally have the power to negoti-
ate for lower prescription drug prices. 

Also in the act, Democrats passed the larg-
est climate initiative in years and not a single 
Republican voted for it.

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Mocking Nicknames
To the Editor:

Ed Kozlowski habitually uses mocking nick-
names for myself and others. He’s done it for a 
long time with impunity. So I recently returned 
the favor and this greatly upsets him. He cri-
tiques my purposeful spelling and weeps that 
I insulted his deceased father. If the Colchester 
T.Ed ‘Unibomber’ Kozlowski will cease using 
monikers, then so will I. Otherwise he needs to 
put his big boy pants on by himself and stop 
petitioning his dad to come help him out.

Another Trumpaholic, Don ‘None Denser’ 
Denley, again CAPITALIZING his angry out-
bursts, went off last week about Biden bringing 
Brittany Griner home and leaving Paul Whelan 
behind. Denley is livid, noting that Griner is an 
LGBT, Black athlete vs. Whelan, a white ex-
Marine. Racist dog whistles are a staple Den-
leyism. Also called Griner unpatriotic for not 
standing for the National Anthem and assumed 
an ex-Marine was pure patriot. He and Fox 
News conveniently leave out that Paul Whel-
an was court-martialed and given a ‘bad con-
duct discharge’ for larceny and other offenses, 
among other issues like misrepresenting former 
employments.

If Denley and Fox News ever sober up with 
facts, they might address why they had no is-
sues when Trump as president did nothing for 
two years to free Whelan, who was imprisoned 
on Trumps watch. If Denley ever accessed rep-
utable news outlets, he would never have sar-
castically written “I wonder if Joe and Dr. Jill 

Dangerous and Untruthful
To the Editor:

This newspaper is guilty of publishing a dan-
gerous but untruthful opinion letter, without 
immediately providing accurate information. 
Among other baseless claims, a 12/16/22 op-ed 
letter stated that masks “offer close to zero pro-
tection” against infectious disease. If believed 
and people stop wearing masks, financial loss, 
debility, and death can follow.

There continues to be over 350 US deaths 
from COVID daily. In addition, an average of 
36,000 people die from influenza every year. 
And RSV causes 1 out of every 50 deaths in 
children ... but that’s only death. Losses in-
curred from infectious diseases are even greater 
when financial and health impairment are fac-
tored in. Hospitalizations, death and other con-
sequences from these infectious diseases peak 
between now and late winter. The best protec-
tion from these infectious diseases and the re-
sulting complications, is to receive every quali-
fied vaccine available (including the bivalent 

★  Letters cont. from page 5

Helping Hands 
To the Editor:

We would like to thank the East Hampton 
Food Bank and Foodshare for all that they do 
for the seniors in town. This helps us so much. 

Happy Holidays to all, 
Shelley Grendzinski 

Tenant Commissioner for 
Chatham Acres and Bellwood Court

COVID booster, available since September) and 
to appropriately mask.

The truth is, proper masking does significant-
ly decrease the spread of multiple infectious 
diseases. When properly worn, surgical masks 
quadruple the length of time it takes for COVID 
to be transmitted. N95 masks work even better, 
increasing the length of time for COVID to be 
transmitted by a factor of 100! Since without a 
mask COVID is transmitted within 15 minutes, 
it would instead take one hour with surgical 
masks, and 25 hours with N95 masks. That’s a 
huge difference in risk reduction!

The worst-case scenario is when unfettered 
and deadly statements like last week’s letter are 
published, and the public reads, then believes 
them. When your paper chooses to print dan-
gerous notions about infection control like this, 
the readers should immediately be referred to 
the wealth of factual information provided by 
the Centers for Disease Control, including the 
fact that when properly worn, masks save lives.

Dan Mussen – Colchester

with stamps and had them posted to family 
members right on the spot. We also purchased 
unusual Christmas ornaments. One of our fa-
vorites was pine cones on strings that still or-
nate several Christmas trees.

Ahhh those were fun times. My Mom and 
brother got a kick out of it, laughing and talking 
to the mannequins, then meeting the grand mas-
ter himself, the illustrious, Ray Schmitt.

A New York musician recently stated that 
“The United States lost its sense of humor after 
9/11,” and I fear they are right. Maybe we will 
find it in our stockings this year, instead of coal. 
#save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

will be sending the Whelan Family a Christmas 
Card.” That’s because Paul’s twin brother Da-
vid Whelan, and the rest of the Whelan family, 
say Biden is putting in the negotiating effort 
that Trump never did. It’s Trump that left Paul 
Whelan behind and Biden who is trying to clean 
up his mess.

Lastly, I filled up my car with $2.79 gas last 
week. Let’s Go Brandon!

 Edmund Smith – Andover

Weather Terms
To the Editor:

Would you buy a newspaper because of a 
flashy headline on the front page? Bold text and 
words that grip your attention? Or online? In 
media success is now measured in “hits” not 
newspaper sales with the exception of the good 
old Rivereast, accurate and reliable. But the me-
dia is doing its best at grabbing us whichever 
way they can.

Take these two terms when talking about the 
weather: “Wind chill” and “Heat index.” 

Wind chill is simply the effect the wind com-
bined with temperature has and our percep-
tion thereof. The lower the temperature or the 
greater the wind speed equals the greater differ-
ence between the actual temperature and how 
we perceive the temperature. The media calls 
this “Real feel.” The term makes the actual tem-
perature seem more extreme, which is not the 
case in reality. Psychologically we brace more 
for the extreme and immediately upon hearing 
the “wind chill” temperature, the situation spins 
from a normal to a dire situation.

The same is true for “Heat Index.” That is 
where a higher relative humidity combined 
with temperature makes us feel uncomfort-
able. When the “heat index” is high, our bodies 
have more trouble dissipating sweat. It has less 
a place to evaporate so it clings to our bodies 
longer. Thus the discomfort.

The media has gotten into not just mention-
ing these two terms in both winter and summer 
but preying on us with these two terms. Bend-
ing us around their little finger. Pay attention to 
the temperature for sure. Both very low and the 
very high can have health implications.

Both of the mentioned terms have been over-
used to grab our attention. This is another case  
where the media has seized the opportunity to 
make both extreme seasons, winter and sum-
mer, more extreme.

Alison Walck – East Hampton
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Call 
Us 

Today

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

PZC Approves New Boat Repair Facility 
By Jack Lakowsky

Last week the Portland Planning and Zoning 
Commission unanimously approved construc-
tion of a new 24,000-sq. ft. boat repair facility 
at the Birdon property on Riverview Street. 

Frank Borawski, engineer, said the company, 
which opened its Portland site in September, 
needs the facility to service large vessels. The 
company was recently awarded a nearly $2 bil-
lion contract by the U.S. Coast Guard, accord-
ing to a Birdon press release. 

Birdon, a military contractor, said the agree-
ment is locked in for eight years. 

The building will have a large crane, the en-
gineer said, adding the company was approved 
for a height ordinance variance from the zoning 
appeals board. 

The blue building is rectangular, with the 
long end facing the arc of Riverview, accord-
ing to draft designs, and will have strong sound 
mitigation.

The project is subject to further town review, 
and the planning board asked developers to 
beautify the site a bit more with plantings. 

On its website, Birdon said it’s committed to 
delivery for the USCG and is proud that over 
98% of its suppliers are U.S. companies. 

Birdon said it is building on its experience 
and expertise in leading program management, 
design, manufacture and support of the USCG 
and U.S. Army watercraft programs, by team-
ing with select partners. Bollinger Shipyards 
(Bollinger) and Incat Crowther will be key sub-
contractors to Birdon and share Birdon’s com-

mitment to delivering for the USCG. 
The entire delivery team will work under 

Birdon’s integrated, standardized leadership 
model.

Birdon has a long history building vessels 
for the USCG, delivering 174 vessels in the last 
three decades alone. 

Birdon said it has established a successful 
track record with the U.S. Coast Guard during 
the last three years through existing contracts.

“We are confident that we represent a low 
risk, high-performing, and long-term partner 
for the Coast Guard,” said Birdon CEO Jamie 
Bruce. “Birdon [looks] forward to continu-
ing our successful relationship with the Coast 
Guard for years to come.” 

Driving down Riverview Street is now a little 
like heading into the grounds of an international 
defense contractor.

The narrow road passes modest homes and 
lines of trees and brush before opening into 
broad parking lots occupied by trailer-anchored 
pleasure boats of various sizes. Beyond those 
are marina buildings on the 31 acres Birdon 
America acquired along the Connecticut River 
this past spring.

The company is the U.S. arm of Australian-
based Birdon Group. It paid roughly $5.2 mil-
lion for the Riverside Marina, Yankee Boat Yard 
and Marina and smaller adjacent properties.

Birdon bought the marinas for the east coast 
portion of its 10-year contract to refurbish most 
of the U.S. Coast Guard’s fleet of 47-foot-long 

rescue boats. 
Birdon has invested another $2 million in 

sundry building repairs and equipment up-
grades, said Birdon America President Robert 
Scott. 

Among other things, that includes purchase 
of a new travel lift, due to arrive in February, 
that will allow the company to pluck boats — 
up to 85 feet in length and 120,000 pounds — 
out of the river.

That will help the company fulfill its Coast 
Guard contract. It will also allow it to expand 
into a broader section of the private market.

Birdon said it plans to spend up to $5.5 mil-
lion constructing a 25,000-square-foot produc-
tion building within the next two years. That’s 
crucial to meeting deadlines on its Coast Guard 
contract and sets the company up for additional 
future contracts.

“Ultimately, we wanted to find a place where 
we could invest and it would be a long-term 
play for us in terms of investing and being part 
of a community,” Scott said.

“Connecticut’s got a lot to offer,” said Anne 
Evans, who is working as a strategic advisor to 

Birdon. “These folks came to the right place for 
that reason between the workforce development 
support, the great supply chain and the innova-
tion that goes on here. This is a state that has 
things up in the sky and underwater. And there’s 
no place else in the world that does that. So, 
they can make anything these guys want.”

Birdon has so far hired 37 staff to work on the 
Coast Guard contract in Portland, with plans to 
increase to 65 employees by the end of 2023, 
Scott said. And there could be more to come, 
depending on responses to additional contract 
bids Birdon is now pursuing.

Portland First Selectmen Ryan Curley said 
he was already impressed by ongoing property 
beautification, and the company’s growth plans.

“Ever since they arrived, they have been a 
wonderful partner with the town,” Curley said. 
“Every time I’ve been down there, there’s been 
additional changes, improvements and new 
employees. They are really hiring some highly 
skilled positions.”

Curley said he hopes to see the company con-
tinue to grow its presence and employee rolls 
in Portland.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or to 
register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donations: People donating for 
Portland Food Bank are asked to not leave Food 
Bank donations at the senior center unless the 
food bank is open. The food bank is open Mon-
days and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, 
the senior center does not need any donations 
directed toward the center; please only leave 
donations for the food bank, and only during 
food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Senior 
Center closed for Christmas holiday. Tuesday: 
Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m. – making 
fleece teddy bears for cancer patients; donations 
are sought of light fleece, one yard or more for 
making teddy bears for cancer patients through-
out Connecticut. If you would like to donate, 
call 860-342-0809; Watercolor Lessons return 
Jan. 17 from 9:30 a.m.-noon (to register, email 
bivenne@yahoo.com); Stretch & Flex: 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Coupons for Troops, 11:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.; setback, 1 p.m.; Dulcimer class, 6 
p.m. Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 
Social Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m., multi-

purpose room; Tai Chi Qigong, 1 p.m. Thurs-
day: 9 a.m., Syncosize Balance and Core, Knit 
& Stitch; 11:30 a.m., Stretch & Flex, Mahjong, 
12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: Senior 
center closed for New Year’s holiday. 

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration 
is necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are vaccinated may remove their 
masks. All who are not fully vaccinated are 
asked to wear their masks.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there will also be 
a gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

Christmas Services: Saturday, Dec. 24: 

Christmas Family Service & Paper Bag Pageant 
at 5 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 25: Christmas Morn-
ing Service at 10 a.m.; Saturday, Dec. 31: New 
Year’s Eve Zoom service at 11:45 p.m.; see the 
church website for details.

Check out more information, the church’s 
calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services or the YFS Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth, or contact 
Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.org, or 
860-342-6758. To receive email updates about 
YFS programs and events, sign up at eepurl.
com/h5m35f.

Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, Jan. 10, from 
1:30-4:30pm in the Buck-Foreman Community 
Center, 265 Main St. Come when you want, stay 
as long as you want.

Drop-In & Draw Meet-Up: Friday, Jan. 20, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., at BFCC. There will be a sea-
sonal craft for kids home with their parents and 
caregivers to come in and work on.

Prevention & Wellness Council: Wednes-
day, Jan. 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the Buck-Fore-
man Community Center, 265 Main St. Help 
YFS work as a community on youth substance 
use prevention, positive mental health, and be-

coming a recovery-friendly community. If inter-
ested in joining, contact Revicki or just show up. 

Youth Listening Circle: Postponed until 
January. YFS is looking for students in middle 
and high school that are interested in having a 
discussion on race, culture, diversity, equity and 
more. Call or email Revicki to sign up.

LGBTQ+ Support Groups & Meet-Ups: 
YFS said it hopes these groups will start in Janu-
ary. Watch for more information.

Little Hikers: This group is hibernating for 
the next couple of months and will start up again 
in April.

United Methodist
Church News

Portland United Methodist Church, located 
at 381 Main St., holds in-person worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. All are invited. Masks required 
for those not fully vaccinated. Pastor is the Rev. 
Judith Johnson-Siebold.

A Fourth Sunday weekly Communion ser-
vice at 1 p.m. replaces the regular 9 a.m. service 
on those Sundays. 

Republicans Seek 
Volunteers 

The Portland Republican Town Committee is 
seeking individuals to serve their community as 
members of one of the town’s various boards 
and commissions. In addition, the committee is 
seeking individuals who are interested in run-
ning for local elective positions. 

If interested, email GOPPortlandCT@gmail.
com or call Tim Lavoy at 860-212-3114. 

The Portland RTC holds its regular meetings 
on the first Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at 
7 Waverly Ave. Republicans interested in public 
service or in learning more about becoming a 
member of the RTC are welcome to attend.
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Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
Remember, If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!

Gotta’s Farm
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Gotta’s Farm will be 
closing for the season 
on Saturday, December 

24th at noon.

We would like to thank everyone 
for their patronage and hope
to see you in the Spring when
we open up for our 125th year!

Route 17, Portland
(860) 342-1844

Open Daily 8:00am - 6:00pm
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No Referral Needed!!! 860-788-7976 
270 Main Street, Portland, CT 

www.SymmetryuSa.net

To request a visit, call us or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
from Keith, Kelly, Lynne and Jackie!

Teddy Williams, a 2022 Portland High School graduate, will continue his football journey 
with the Huskies of UConn. 

PHS Football Star Headed to UConn
By Josh Howard
Teddy Williams, a 2022 graduate of Portland 

High School, has committed to play football for 
The University of Connecticut starting next fall.

Only a year ago, joining the Huskies football 
program seemed like a long shot for Williams.

Despite being a finalist for the Walter Camp 
Connecticut Player of the Year in 2021, Wil-
liams said he didn’t receive many college offers 
to continue his career on the gridiron, calling 
the recruitment process “pretty slow.” 

All that changed after Williams opted to do a 
post-graduate season at Salisbury School, a pri-
vate college-preparatory boarding school. This 
allowed him to experience a new lifestyle and 
showcase his football talents against the best of 
the best this past fall.

“I thought my body could mature more and I 
can become more independent in a place before 
I go to college,” Williams said of his decision to 
go to Salisbury. 

Just like he did in high school, Williams 
played both sides of the ball at Salisbury and 
made an immediate impact by catching a touch-
down in his first game with the Crimson Knight. 

Williams said the experience in Salisbury 
helped him as both a player and a person, add-
ing, “It just helped me become more indepen-
dent. Managing my time is where it helped me 
the most.”

While attending a summer camp, Williams 
began to talk with the coaches from UConn 
more frequently before the official offer came 
through to join a Huskies program that plays 
their homes games at Rentschler Field in East 
Hartford. 

Williams will be joining a team that won six 
games this fall and earned and appearance in 
the Myrtle Beach Bowl under the guidance of 
first-year under head coach Jim Mora, a former 
coach in the National Football League. 

Williams said that playing at UConn is a 
“dream come true” and wants to be an inspira-
tion to local athletes that may have been over-
looked.

“A lot of kids think that since they play at a 
small school they can’t get recruited by bigger 
schools and can’t play [Division I], but I like 
having that feeling that I’m an example that you 
can do at it as long as you work at it,” added 
Williams

Williams’ ascent from a wide-eyed high 
school freshman to a Division I athlete has been 
rather remarkable. 

Cromwell/Portland head coach Randell Ben-
nett remembered seeing Williams for the first 
time in 2018 and admitted that he didn’t imme-
diately envision that Williams would one day be 
playing for the state’s largest collegiate football 
program.  

“He was really short and had a little baby fat 
on him, and I couldn’t see it,” recalled Bennett. 
“But he actually scored two varsity touchdowns 
that year.”

As a sophomore, Williams started to show 
flashes of the player that he would become, 
starring alongside All-State linebacker Owen 
Brunk as the Panthers battled through a 2-7 
regular season with a young roster.

Then COVID-19 shut down high school foot-
ball locally in 2020.

Williams made the most of the cancellation, 
becoming a beast in the weight room, working 
with Bennett, Brunk, and former University of 
Penn State football standout Jarvis Miller dur-
ing the long layoff. 

The time in the gym paid big dividends as 
Williams returned to the field to post a senior 
season that earned him the nickname “Teddy 
Ballgame.” 

Williams served as the team’s main receiv-
ing threat, scoring 30 touchdowns and gaining 
nearly 2,000 all-purpose yards with 1,396 of 
those yards coming through the air.

He was equally dominant on defense, racking 
up 110 tackles, including 16 tackles for loss. He 
also forced and recovered six fumbles and in-
tercepted four passes for a stacked defense that 
allowed less than eight points per game. 

Following a 10-0 regular season, Williams 
took his game to another level in the playoffs, 
scoring nine touchdowns in three playoff games 
as the Panthers polished off a perfect season 
(13-0) with a state championship victory over 
Bloomfield on Dec. 11, 2021. 

Bennett observed that Williams plays foot-
ball like he was playing a video game, add-
ing, “He’s always attacking, always going for 
a strip, always going for an interception, always 
going for a fumble.”

“His motor is just so ridiculous; it’s like he’s 
not real. He plays all over the field and never 
gets tired,” added Bennett. “He pushes himself 
to the limit every time. Only the special guys 
have that type of drive.”

Williams said that having Bennett as his 
coach helped him improve both in his physique 
and his intelligence on the field, saying, “Coach 
Bennett really opened my eyes. He has a really 
good football IQ and he shares it with everyone. 
He is good at sharing his knowledge.”

After wrapping up his post-grad season at 
Salisbury, Williams came back to be on the lo-
cal sidelines for the Cromwell/Portland team 
that made the state semifinals this season. Ben-
nett said that Williams was one of the team’s 
biggest supporters during the team’s playoff 
push.  

Bennett and Williams have remained close 
since the state championship last fall, continu-

ing to train together. 
“It’s exciting to be still working together. To 

go on this journey together has been a really 
cool experience,” added Bennett, who played 
collegiately at Grambling State in Louisiana. 
“He’s done things the right way and now he’s 
reaping those benefits.” 

Portland’s hometown football hero now be-

gins to craft the next chapter of his football 
story.  

Williams said he was originally recruited to 
play slot receiver at UConn, but added that he is 
“willing to do whatever the team needs”

“I like playing both offense and defense, so it 
doesn’t matter where I play,” stated Williams. “I 
just want to be able to play.”  

Winter Soccer Registration
Portland Soccer Club’s winter soccer regis-

tration is open through Thursday, Jan. 5. Sign 
up at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccer-
club. The season will run Jan. 7-March 11.

The club is offering two indoor soccer expe-
riences this winter. They are:

U6-U8: Birth year 2015-17. Cost is $40. 
Players will participate in one-hour Futsal ses-
sions on Saturdays (at 1 or 2 p.m.) at Gilder-
sleeve School.  

U9-U14 Indoor Soccer and Futsal: Birth 

year 2008-2014. Cost is $50. Players will par-
ticipate in one-hour sessions of either futsal on 
Saturday (Gildersleeve School), or indoor soc-
cer on Sunday (Oakwood indoor soccer facil-
ity in Glastonbury, field number 3), or both in 
some weeks.  Times for futsal on Saturdays are 
2 p.m., 3 p.m. or 4 p.m.  Times for Sunday in-
door soccer are 4 or 5 p.m. 

Futsal is a fast-paced, passing- and foot-skill-
oriented game. Dedicated futsal Goals and a 
heavier ball are used.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional.  

A recording of the service is posted to You-
Tube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School meets the first and third Sun-
day of the month at 10:15 a.m., following wor-
ship. Ages 3 to 16 are welcome. 

Adult Bible study takes place on the second 
and fourth Sunday of the month, following wor-
ship at 10:15 a.m.  The focus is on season two 
of the television series The Chosen.  Anyone 
may join at any time. Call the church for details.

 Christmas Eve service will begin at 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 24, and Christmas Day worship will begin 

at 9 a.m. on Dec. 25. 
 The community is welcome to participate in 

any or all worship services and special events. 
For more information about any church activi-
ties, or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 
860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net, 
or visit zionlutheranportland.org. Sara Stall-
Ryan is Pastor.  

Watch Elf,
Have Maple Spaghetti

St. Mary Youth Group in Portland invites teens 
in grades 7-12 to come Saturday, Jan. 7, at 6 p.m., 
to watch Elf and try some of his favorite foods. 

If you always wanted to try spaghetti with 
maple syrup, this is the place to be. For those less 
sugar inclined, there will also be marinara sauce. 
Since elves try to stick to the four main food 
groups of candy, candy canes, candy corn and 
syrup, there will also be plenty of those to enjoy. 

The movie will be shown in the Parish Hall 
at the Church of St. Mary on 51 Freestone Ave. 
Teens and their families are also welcome to 
come for the Teen Mass at 5 p.m. 

Registration is not required but welcome. For 
more information, contact Sandy Franco at 860-
395-8498 or SFranco@comcast.net.

Holiday Book Store
The Friends of the Portland Library Holiday 

Book Store is open through the end of the month 
in the Second-Hand Prose Book sale area at the 
Portland Library during regular library hours. 

The sale features a variety of used books, 
puzzles, children’s books, holiday books, 
games and DVDs. 

All proceeds benefit programs funded by 
the Friends, including the library’s DVD col-
lection, Museum Pass Program and a variety 
of children’s, family and adult programs held 
throughout the year.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Masks are optional. 

Holiday Closings: The library will be closed 
Saturday, Dec. 24, through Monday, Dec. 26, 
and will also be closed Saturday, Dec. 31, 
through Monday, Jan. 2.

Mobile Library App: The Library Connec-
tion Mobile Library app will allow you to find 
materials and may reserve them for future pick-
up when you are notified. And at the library, 
you can check out books and many items, ex-
cept DVDs, two ways: use the Meescan station 
located in the adult area near the entrance or use 
the mobile app. There are some items that will 
need staff intervention, such as items on hold 
for another reader.

Youth Programs: Drop-In Playdates: Tues-
days and Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., Dec. 20 
and 21, for ages birth through 5 and their care-
givers. This will be an hour of socialization and 
open play with story room toys. No registration 
is required.

Save the Date – Read & Recycle: Saturday, 
Jan. 14, from 10 a.m.-noon. All are welcome 
to bring in gently used books, DVDs, CDs and 
puzzles.

Meet and Greet with the Snow Sisters: 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 11 a.m. Calling all fans of 
Elsa and Anna! The Snow Sisters will visit the 
library for a morning of songs, games, crafts 
and photo opportunities. Space is limited.

Winter Reading Challenge: Smitten with 
Mittens: Monday, Jan. 9 through Friday, March 
3. This year’s theme is inspired by Jan Brett’s 
picture book version of the classic folk tale 
“The Mitten.” Visit the library on or after Jan. 
9 and get a mitten to color and hang on our bul-
letin board. Each time you check out materials 
in January and February (up to once per day), 
the library will add a new winter animal to your 
mitten. Once you’ve added all eight animals 
from the story, you will have completed the 
challenge and will win a small prize.

Special Events: Save the Dates: Wednes-
day, Jan. 25: Mitten PJ Storytime and Activi-
ties; Saturday, Feb. 4: Take Your Child to the 
Library Day; Friday, Feb. 10: Family Fort Night 

and Nocturnal Animal Hunt; Tuesday, Feb. 21: 
Readers’ Theater: The Mitten; Saturday, Feb. 
25: Wildlife in Winter program from White Me-
morial Conservation Center.

Winter Storytimes: Registration required. 
The schedule is: Preschool Storytime, Tuesdays 
at 10:30 a.m., Jan. 10-Feb. 28; Storytime for 
Toddlers and Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, 
Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. or 11:15 a.m., Jan. 
11-March 1.

Tinkerlab: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m., Jan. 12, 
19, 26, for grades K-8. Practice your engineer-
ing and coding skills. No registration required.

Family Craft Night: Mitten People: 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, 6:30 p.m. This activity has 
steps that are appropriate for all ages, but a par-
ent or guardian must be with children to help 
with supervision. Space is limited.

The Mitten: PJ Storytime and Activity 
Night: Wednesday, Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m. An eve-
ning of fun based on Jan Brett’s book The Mit-
ten. There will be crafts and activities, hot co-
coa, and a visit with a special guest from the 
story. 

Teen Programs: Teen Advisory Group 
Meeting: Monday, Jan. 9, 3:30 p.m. Teens are 
invited to share their thoughts on what they’d 
like to see the library offer in terms of programs, 
materials and more, while having some snacks. 
Teens will earn community service hours for 
each meeting they attend.

Celebrate National Pie Day: Monday, Jan. 
23, 3:30 p.m. Make a hedgehog book craft and 
help celebrate National Pie Day. Taste-test dif-
ferent kinds of pies and vote on your favorites.

Teen Lock-In: Friday, Jan. 27, 6-9 p.m., for 
students in grades six and up. After the library 
closes for the night, there will be food, games 
and surprises. Space is extremely limited. 

Adult Programs: Mitten Tree: Bring in 
mittens and gloves for children or adults to be 
distributed by the Portland Food Bank.

Book Discussions: 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Jan. 5, 6:30 p.m., Klara & the Sun 
by Kazuo Ishiguro will be discussed. T.A.B. 
(Talk About Books): Tuesday, Jan. 10, 1 p.m., 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan will be dis-
cussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Razor-
blade Tears by S.A. Cosby will be discussed.

Wednesday Movie: Jan. 11, 1 p.m. Jerry & 
Marge Go Large will be shown.

Taxes, Retirement Oh My!: Tuesday, Jan. 
17, 6 p.m. In this USA Financial presentation, 
learn how taxes can change the outcome of your 
retirement. Registration requested.

Scouts Receive Highest Rank

 Cub Scout Pack 2 of Portland recently held its Blue and Gold Ceremony, to honor 
six Cub Scouts earning the Arrow of Light and crossing the bridge to become Boy 
Scouts. Pictured from left are the Scouts, Noah Sterry, Anthony Quiles, Orson Felter, 
Gabriel Ngunjiri, Samuel Hess and Zackary Robare, with Cubmaster James Felter 
and Treasurer Denise Leavy in the front.

Cub Scout Pack 2 of Portland held its Blue 
and Gold Ceremony on Dec. 15 at Zion Lu-
theran Church, to honor six Cub Scouts earning 
the Arrow of Light and crossing the bridge to 
become Boy Scouts. 

This year’s recipients are: Orson Felter, son 
of James and Melissa Felter; Samuel Hess, son 
of Christopher and Jessica Hess; Gabriel Ngun-
jiri, son of Judy Njoroge; Anthony Quiles, son 
of Miguel Quiles and Sandra LeClaire; Zackary 
Robare, son of Todd Robare and Denise Leavy; 
and Noah Sterry, son of John and Joyce Sterry, 
Scout partnered by Barbara Helming. 

First Selectman and Troop 2 Eagle Scout 

Ryan Curley spoke to the Scouts about citizen-
ship and commitment to their community.  

Also at the ceremony, Pack 2 recognized De-
nise Leavy for volunteering as the treasurer for 
three years.  Pack 2 also recognized the con-
tributions of retiring den leader and Cubmas-
ter James Felter (Eagle Scout ’92 – Troop 99 
Lancaster, Pa.), who volunteered as a den leader 
from the Lion through Arrow of Light ranks 
for these scouts.  For the last four years, Felter 
volunteered as Pack 2’s Cubmaster while also 
guiding the pack through difficult COVID-19 
challenges.  

Brownstone Arts Show and Sale
A holiday show and sale sponsored by 

Brownstone Arts is being held in Owen’s 
Emporium at 283 Main St. through Dec. 24. 
Among the items displayed and offered as 
holiday gifts are paintings, drawings, photo-
graphs, felt-worked scarves and table runners, 
jewelry, and pottery.

The event marks the 15th anniversary of 
Brownstone Arts, a group founded in 2007 
to support, promote and encourage the arts in 
Portland and surrounding towns. The public 

is invited to join the artists and their friends 
as they celebrate this anniversary year. There 
will be wine and munchies, musical entertain-
ment by singer-songwriter Cathy Kreger, and 
a cake to be shared.

Owen’s Emporium’s hours for the dura-
tion of the show will be: Thursday and Fri-
day, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. (hours are 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 24). The 
Emporium will be closed Sunday, Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday.

 Members of the Portland River-Valley Garden Club decorated wreaths for the 
holdiays.

Decking the Halls in Portland
Members of the Portland River-Valley 

Garden Club gathered at The Hemlock 
Grange Wednesday, Nov. 30 evening to cre-
ate wreaths for various town buildings for the 
holiday season.  Wreaths were hand crafted 
with a variety of evergreen materials harvest-
ed from members’ gardens and the local area. 

The wreaths are now decorating the Port-
land Post Office, Town Hall and Senior Center. 

One wreath was created specifically for do-
nation to the Portland Historical Society Fes-
tival of Wreaths fundraiser.

Club members also used fresh greens to fill 
the planters at the intersection of Main Street 
and Route 66.

To learn more about The Portland River-
Valley Garden Club please visit portland-riv-
er-valley-garden-club.blogspot.com

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Port-

land, located at 554 Main St., is a member of 
the United Church of Christ. The church is an 
“open and affirming” congregation, welcoming 
everyone. Facial mask-wearing is optional. The 
building is accessible. The worship service is 
livestreamed as well as available for later view-
ing on the church’s YouTube channel; search on 
YouTube for First Church of Portland CT.

On Dec. 24, there will be Christmas Eve ser-
vices at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. Both services in-
clude lessons and carols, and the offering will 
benefit the Portland Fuel Bank. There will be a 
10-minute prelude at each service, at 3:50 p.m. 
and 9:50 p.m., respectively. The 4 p.m. service 
will feature special guest musicians In CaFloo-
tes, and the 10 p.m. service will feature the 
choir and special guest musicians Wild Notes.

There is no Sunday morning worship service 
taking place at the church on Dec. 25. First 

Congregational Church has been invited to join 
the congregation at Zion Lutheran Church at 
183 William St. in Portland for their Christmas 
Day service at 9 a.m.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. For 
more info, look for the church on Facebook at 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 
or visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org. Those 
who wish to follow the church on Facebook 
may do so at The First Congregational Church 
of Portland, CT.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com. For more informa-
tion, call 860-342-6757 or email adionne@
portlandct.org.

Adult Drop-In Programs: Volleyball:  
Wednesdays at Gildersleeve School. Non-com-
petitive play is 5-6:30 p.m., and competitive 
play is 6:30-8 p.m. 

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays, 7:30-
9 p.m., at Portland Middle School. Watch for 
details on Women’s Drop-In Basketball, com-

ing soon. 
Beginners’ Yoga: Wednesdays through Jan. 

4, 5-6 p.m., at Buck Foreman Community Cen-
ter. Fee: $65 for residents, $75 for non-resi-
dents. 

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Inter-
mediate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend 
is $18 a day. There are currently openings for 
January, purchase a Kids’ Blast membership on 
the Parks and Rec. website, email adionne@
portlandct.org or call 860-342-6757. 
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com

R
E6

-1
9-

20

15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

RE 6-11-21

& more

Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off rt 2

860-603-2368 R
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Get ready for winter!
All Multi Sport 

Trailers
ON SALE!!!

Pandemic Aged Teenage Brains 3 Years: Study
By Jack Lakowsky

In his email to the community this week, East 
Hampton schools superintendent Paul Smith 
spread the word about a recent study that con-
cluded “the stress of pandemic lockdowns pre-
maturely aged the brains of teenagers” by three 
years. 

The accelerated brain aging was similar to 
studies of youth who’ve been through “chronic 
stress and adversity.”

Smith normally shares informative articles 
in his updates but this week, unusually, he said 
this week’s was an article worth reading. The 
degradation of young people’s mental health 
has been widely reported over the past year, 
with emphasis on the pandemic’s damage.

The study, published last week in Biologi-
cal Psychiatry: Global Open Science, was the 
first to compare scans of the physical structures 
of teenagers’ brains from before and after the 
pandemic started, and to document significant 
differences, said Ian Gotlib, lead author on the 
paper and a psychology professor at Stanford 
University. 

Researchers knew teens had higher “levels of 
depression, anxiety and fearfulness” than “be-

fore the pandemic. But we knew nothing about 
the effects on their brains,” said Gotlib, director 
of the Stanford Neurodevelopment, Affect, and 
Psychopathology Laboratory.

 “We thought there might be effects similar 
to what you would find with early adversity; 
we just didn’t realize how strong they’d be,” he 
added.

Smith included his own summary, saying 
premature aging of children’s brains isn’t a 
positive development. 

Before the pandemic, it was observed in cas-
es of chronic childhood stress, trauma, abuse 
and neglect, Smith wrote.

 These adverse childhood experiences not 
only make people more vulnerable to depres-
sion, anxiety, addiction and other mental ill-
nesses, they can raise the risk of cancer, diabe-
tes, heart disease and other long-term negative 
outcomes, the article states. 

By comparing MRI scans of a group of 128 
children, half taken before and half at the end of 
the first year of the pandemic, the researchers 
found growth in the hippocampus and amygda-
la, brain areas that respectively control access to 

some memories and help regulate fear. 
Researchers also evaluated mental health 

symptoms reported by the matched pairs. They 
found more severe symptoms of anxiety, de-
pression and internalizing problems in the 
group that had experienced the pandemic. 

“The takeaway for me is that there are serious 
issues with mental health and kids around the 
pandemic,” Gotlib said. “Just because the shut-
down ended doesn’t mean we’re fine.”

 Prior research has found dramatically higher 
levels of anxiety, depression, suicidality and 
other mental illnesses in adolescents since the 
onset of the pandemic. 

The current study has important implications 
for other studies of adolescent brains, said Ja-
son Chein, professor of psychology and neuro-
science and the director of the Temple Univer-
sity Brain Research & Imaging Center. 

“It has both methodological implications and 
potentially societally relevant implications,” 
Chein said. Broad conclusions about develop-

ment can’t yet be drawn, Chein said. 
And for society, the implications are that 

teenagers and young adults may need long-
term, ongoing mental health and other support 
because this cohort may not be as advanced as 
expected based on just their chronological age. 
He cautioned, however, against making broad 
interpretations based on the changes the re-
searchers observed. 

“It’s pretty interesting that they observed this 
change,” he said

“But I’m reluctant to then jump to the conclu-
sion that what it signals to us is that somehow 
we’ve advanced the maturation of the brains of 
kids.”

Smith said he’ll share these findings – along 
with the proposed 2023-24 town budget – at the 
Superintendent’s Advisory Council Thursday, 
Jan. 19, at 9 a.m., at Town Hall. 

The first meeting on next year’s budget is 
Monday, Jan. 9, at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
holds live in-person services Sundays at 10:45 
a.m. All are welcome. Enter via the front door 
and ushers will assist you. The church is located 
at 1 East High St.

There is also a livestream link at the church’s 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Bethle-
hemEH.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to its family Christmas Eve service at 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 24. Celebrate the birth of Jesus 
with scripture and Christmas Carols. There will 
be no service Sunday, Dec. 25.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities are offered for kids in the Fellow-

ship Hall during the worship service. All are 
welcome.

Bible Study: Adult Bible Study is held each 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.in the Chapel. The study 
traces God’s covenant with his people.

Zoom Bible Study: Held every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. The study looks at various 
ways to approach Bible reading to enhance the 
ability to hear what God says. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 
860-267-2336; hours are Monday-Friday, 
12:30-4:30 p.m. The church website is at www.
hncovenantchurch.org.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for in-
person services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be 
accessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. There 
are Advent readings and a candle-lighting every 
Sunday celebrating the Advent season.

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 

and crocheters are welcome.
Christmas Eve Candle-Lighting Service: 

Saturday, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m., in the sanctuary.
Christmas Day: There is no in-church Sun-

day service, but one is available on the church 
website.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Tues-
day-Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

is open. Registration required for all programs 
unless noted; register at myactivecenter.com or 
by contacting the center at 860-267-4426 or se-
niorcenter@easthamptonct.gov. Senior center 
hours are Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Masks are encouraged, 
but not required.  Visit the senior center online 
at www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-se-
nior-center.

Lunches: Served at the center Monday 
through Friday, to ages 60 and up. Call the cen-
ter to reserve a meal or sign up online. Reser-
vations for the next day’s meal are due by 11 
a.m. the day before. Meals are free, though a $3 
donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m. Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m. Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m. Bible Study: Tuesdays, 
1 p.m. Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person 
and via Zoom. Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15-
11:45 a.m.; Game Day: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon 
– space will be available and open to Mahjongg, 
cribbage, Mexican Train and setback players. 
Registration required. Textile Group: Fridays, 
1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 
10-11 a.m., and one meets every other Thurs-
day, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  The group will 
meet outdoors, weather permitting; otherwise it 
will be indoors or via Zoom.

New Year’s Celebration: Friday, Dec. 30, 
12:30 p.m. All are invited to come for a bite to 
eat, camaraderie, and to celebrate the New Year 
with friends. Sign up by 12/20.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Mon-
day, Jan. 9, 10:30 a.m. All men are invited to 
come to this monthly social hour of fun facts, 
activities and snacks. 

Book Club: Tuesday, Jan. 10, 10:30 a.m. 
Heirloom Garden by Viola Shipman Wade will 
be discussed. Please register.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call 
you before the drop-off to let you know the cost 
of the groceries. You can write out a check for 
the amount, payable to the Town of East Hamp-
ton. The volunteer will drop off the groceries 
at your door and pick up the check in a prear-
ranged designated spot.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on 
any program, email middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or 
call 860-267-9093.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 
Masks are optional. 

Yoga: Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 

p.m. and Saturdays at 9 a.m., with Erin Day of 
Ten Summit Yoga. Cost is a $10 drop-in fee. 
Register at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Mahjong: Mondays at 11:30 a.m. All play-
ers welcome.

Nimble Knitters: Thursdays at 1 p.m.
Historic Photos on Display: The pictures 

are of Cobalt, East Hampton and Middle Had-
dam.

Residents Sought
for EHACC

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission 
(EHACC) is accepting applications from East 
Hampton residents to serve on the commission.

The commission meets the third Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Joseph N. Goff 
House Museum, 2 Barton Hill Rd., and help sup-
port and promote arts and culture in East Hamp-
ton.

Applications to serve on the commission are 
available in the town manager’s office at Town 
Hall, 1 Community Drive. 

For more information on EHACC, visit www.
artsforeasthamptonct.org or email arts@east-
hamptonct.org.

Epoch Arts
Winter Classes

Epoch Arts is offering a variety of artistic 
classes for preschool through 12th grade. 

Sign up for classes like improv theater, ceram-
ics, polymer clay and art, or sign up to perform in 
an original two-act play. Classes begin Jan. 9, run 
for eight weeks, and are held at 27 Skinner St. 

For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org. 
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of our loyal customers for your continued 
patronage again this year.  We understand you 

have many options when it comes to your
home & garden supplies and appreciate that
you choose us to fulfill some of your needs.

Your support through the year allows us
to continue to donate thousands to our

LocaL communitY that we love.

From the Peszynski, Kelley & Clark Families 
and Paul’s & Sandy’s Too Staff —

We wish you a Merry Christmas and 
a Safe, Healthy & Happy New Year!

We still have 
Cemetery Boxes, 

Xmas Trees & 
Poinsettias!

OPen On Xmas eve unTil 4pm

Gift 
Certificates 

20% OFF“All the great things are 
simple, and many can be 
expressed in a single word: 
freedom, justice, honor, 
duty, mercy, hope.”
--Winston ChurchillWinston Churchill

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq. Kevin Godwin, Esq.
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Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, call 860-267-7300 or visit east-
hamptonct.myrec.com.

Girls Volleyball Clinic: Wednesdays, Jan. 
4-25, 6:45-8 p.m., at the East Hampton Middle 
School gym, for grades 6-8. Cost is $125.

American Red Cross Babysitting Course: 
Friday, Jan. 20, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., at the Town Hall 
community room. Cost is $100.

Wolf Pack Game: Friday, Jan. 20, 7 p.m. 
Lower-level seats are $20 per ticket.

EHACC Accepting
Grant Applications

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion is accepting applications from East Hamp-
ton High School juniors and seniors for $200 
grants to support an annual East Hampton High 
School capstone project. 

Deadline to apply is Feb. 1, 2023. Applications 
are available at www.artsforeasthamptonct.org 
and can be submitted to arts@easthamtponct.org 
or can be mailed/dropped off at the town man-
ager’s office at the East Hampton Town Hall, 1 
Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.

Donations Sought
for Concert Series

All are invited to make a tax-deductible do-
nation to the 2023 Joseph N. Goff House Ga-
zebo Concert Series.

Donation levels include Maestro Sponsor 
- $250; Soprano Sponsor - $150; Alto Spon-
sor - $75; Tenor Sponsor - $50; Bass Sponsor 
- $25; or any amount you wish to contribute. 
Donations help pay for the musical entertain-
ment and publicity for the concerts, which will 
be held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. at the Center 
School gazebo during the summer of 2023. 

Tax-deductible checks, made payable to 
The Joseph N. Goff House Inc., can be mailed 
to: The Joseph N. Goff House Inc., P.O. Box 
337, East Hampton, CT 06424. Tax ID is 06-
1494507.

Call 860-918-4400 or 860-993-5311 for more 
information.

EHMS Volleyball 
Registration 

Student/athletes in seventh or eighth 
grade who are interested in playing for the 
boys or girls volleyball teams can register at 
FamilyID.com. Students must have a physi-
cal within a 13-month period in order to 
participate. 

The deadline for registration is on Mon-
day, Jan. 30. For more information, call East 
Hampton Middle School athletic director 
Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

 Artwork on Display… The December show at Town Hall features watercolors of 
Elizabeth Sennett. There are florals and still-life paintings.

Taxes Due
Taxes for the second installment of real es-

tate, personal property, and supplemental motor 
vehicles are due and payable on Jan. 1. The last 
day on which to pay without penalty is Feb. 1. 

The supplemental motor vehicle tax bills 
were mailed Dec 9. There is not an additional 
mailing for the second installment of real estate 
and personal property bills.

Make checks payable to: Town of East 
Hampton. Payment can be made at Town Hall, 
1 Community Drive. Hours of collection: Mon-
day, Wednesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. 

Payments may also be mailed to: Collector of 
Revenue, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. People can also pay online by visit-
ing www.easthamptonct.gov. 

 A Cheer-ful Donation… All donations collected from the East Hampton Hawks 
Football and Cheerleading home games in the month of October were presented 
to the Pszynski family at Paul’s & Sandy’s, Too for the Sandy Pszynski Breast 
Cancer Foundation. The Hawks are proud to continue their annual donation to 
support this local organization and are very thankful to all those who donated. 
Pictured from left are, front row, Brylie Pinney, Emily Johnson, Aubrey Phillips, 
Ashley Phillips; middle row, Brody Pinney, Ryan Riley, Ava Riley, David Johnson, 
Blake Hebler; back row, sisters Karen Clark and Jill Kelley, Danielle Riley, Walker 
Hebler.

Church Seeks Singers
The Second Congregational Church in Mid-

dle Haddam is calling for local singers inter-
ested in joining a small choir. Ability to read 
music is a plus.

The choir would participate in services twice 
a month at 9:30 a.m.; the service lasts approxi-
mately one hour. Rehearsals would be after 
church on Sunday. 

An organizational meeting will be held in 
January at the church, which is located at 52 
Middle Haddam Rd. (Route 151), in Middle 
Haddam.

To inquire, email Toni Leland at tonileland@
gmail.com.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Dick’s Barber Shop
Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE2-25-22

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
us at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary 

Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday Hours: The library will 
be open from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 24, 
and will be closed Monday, Dec. 26.

Children Programs: Toddler Time: Wednes-
days at 10:15 a.m. for children ages 18 months 
to 3 years, Stories & Songs: Wednesdays at 
11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, Mindful Move-
ments: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Held in the li-
brary community room. For ages 18 months 
and up; siblings welcome, Baby Rhyme Time: 
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For children ages 0-18 
months and their caregivers. Held in the library 
community room.

Special Stories & Songs and Sweets!: 
Wednesday Jan. 11, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 
months to 5 years. Share cupcake-themed sto-
ries then decorate our own to eat.

Cupcake Decorating: Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
4-5 p.m., for grades K-5. Drop in after school 
to decorate (and eat!) a cupcake while you grab 
some books.

Teen Programs: Winter Break Breakfast: 
Thursday, Dec. 29, 11 a.m., for grades 6-12. 
Enjoy breakfast treats and a chill space to wrap 
up your winter break. Play Switch games, craft 
with the teen librarian, or just visit with friends.

Keep Calm and Relax On: Saturday, Jan. 
14, 2-3 p.m. Drop in for a relaxing craft. 

Family Program: New Year’s at Noon: Fri-
day, Dec. 30, 10:30 a.m. Celebrate the new year 
at the library with an all-ages show by magician 
Ed Popielarczyk. Stick around to make a con-
fetti popper craft and for the big balloon drop at 
noon. Registration encouraged but not required.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club: Tues-
day, Jan. 3, 6:30 p.m. The theme will be an-
nounced soon.

Chatham Historical Society Cabin Fever 
Series: Saturday, Jan. 7, 1 p.m. On select Sat-
urdays through winter, enjoy the return of the 
Cabin Fever series, presented by Chatham His-
torical Society.

Libraryoga with Amie!: Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
6:30 p.m. Join Amie Meacham at the library 
for all-levels yoga. Registration is required and 
space is limited.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 

Christmas Pageant: The church offers many 
thanks to all who helped and participated in the 
Dec. 18 service, especially Nevaeh and Brennen 
Van Cott and Gavin, Padraig, and Kael Lynch.

Christmas Services: The Christmas Eve ser-
vice will be at 4 p.m. Christmas Day worship is 
at 10 a.m. The Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard will 
lead both services

Coffee Hour: Hosts are still needed. See the 
sign-up sheet in the parish kitchen. 

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0287 or 
Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-633-0472.

 Clear Those Basins… This catch-basin or storm drain on a street near Lake Po-
cotopaug is almost completely clogged by leaves that can lead to flooding and algae 
growth. The Lake-Smart Committee said it is important for residents to remove 
leaves that can be blown into the streets and clog the drains. Leaves that enter town 
waterways add to the phosphates of the lake and contribute to the growth of algae, 
the committee said. Marty Podskoch photo.

 Bowling Buds… The East Hampton Senior Fall Bowling League recently wrapped up. The new Senior Winter Bowling League 
will start Wednesday, Jan. 11, from 2-4 p.m., at Kickback N’ Bowl, 9 Bear Swamp Rd. The league is open to everyone age 55 and 
up, from all the Rivereast towns. For more information, contact Jack Anderson at 860-882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

Candlelight Christmas 
Eve Service

Haddam Neck Congregational Church 
will hold a traditional Candlelight Christ-
mas Eve Service Saturday, Dec. 24, at 5 
p.m., in the church sanctuary, 401 Quarry 
Hill Rd., Haddam Neck.

The service will feature traditional 
Christmas Bible readings and carols. All 
are welcome. The church will not hold ser-
vices on Sunday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day.

Hats for Honduras
The East Hampton Yarners are sending 204 

neonatal and newborn homemade hats to Hon-
duras.

The Yarners have completed and distributed 
hundreds of prayer shawls, afghans, chemo 
caps, hats, scarves, mittens, dishcloths, and 
more to hospice, hospitals, food banks, cancer 
centers, and neonatal clinics. 

All knitters and crocheters are welcome to 
join the Yarners each Thursday from 10:30 
a.m.-noon at the Congregational Church of East 
Hampton, 59 Main St. Members bring their 
own projects as well as items for others. For 
more information email Judy Hoffhine at jhoff-
hine@gmail.com.
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Synthetic oil not included. Coupon good through 12/31/2022. One per 
customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Coupon good through 12/31/2022. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating 30 Years
in Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

OIL & FILTER 
CHANGE

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

$3495
$2000 OFF

Plus Tax

•  Change Oil Filter
•  Change Engine Oil
 (up to 5 qts.)

•  Check All Fluid Levels
860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

•  Get Tire Pressure
•  Inspect Air & Fuel Filter
•  Inspect Belts & Hoses

Special!

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
OR

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 12/29/2022.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Dine In or Take Out

DINE IN 
OPEN
NOW!
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PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

iar

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday, Aggadatah class from the Talmud, 6 

p.m.; Talmud class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 
8 p.m., on Zoom and in person; Friday night 
service, 6:30 p.m., hybrid in-person and on 
Zoom; Shabbat morning service, 10 a.m., hy-
brid in-person and via Zoom.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on 
Ken Alter’s Facebook page. 

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are: Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; and 
Friday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Monday, Dec. 26: Closed for Christmas 
holiday.

Tuesday, Dec. 27: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Stitch & Fix; 
10:30 a.m., Book Club; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 
1:30 p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC meeting (via 
Zoom).  

Wednesday, Dec. 28: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit.

Thursday, Dec. 29: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 
a.m., Yoga; noon, Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., 
Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet.

Friday, Dec. 30: No Sit & Be Fit, Cho-
ral Group or Yoga today; 10 a.m., New Year’s 
Brunch ‘n Bash; 10:30 a.m., TVCCA Meal 
Contest Drawing; senior center closes at noon 

today. 
Upcoming Programs: Create a New Year Vi-

sion Board: Wednesday, Jan. 4, 1:30 p.m. These 
poster-sized visuals contain all kinds of images 
and text that represent something you’re trying 
to accomplish. Come create a personalized vi-
sion board to guide you into the New Year. This 
program is free, but registration is required. 

Hearing Screenings: Friday, Jan. 6, 10:30 
a.m. Dr. Matthew Cross from the HearUSA of 
Glastonbury can check your hearing or clean 
your hearing devices. Schedule your free hear-
ing screening by calling the senior center at 
860-537-3911. 

Creative Life Review Journaling Class: 
This class will take place the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month starting Jan. 11 at 
1:30 p.m. In this class, discuss the benefits of 
journaling, creating a journaling practice, and 
ways to journal. Write about your lives using 
various brainstorming and prompts. This is a 
free class; supplies will be provided, preregis-
tration is required.

Land Trust Events
Colchester Land Trust has announced the fol-

lowing events – one for CLT members and one 
for non-members.

Winter Backpacking Introduction: Sun-
day, Jan. 8, noon, at Devils Hopyard State 
Park. For members only. Meet near the covered 
bridge. Get an introduction to cold weather 
backpacking. The CLT will discuss filtering 
water, pitching a tent, and cooking. If you have 
a backpack or any gear, bring it along. Space 
is limited to 15 people; RSVP to Russ at russ-
cmoore314@gmail.com. The length is about 
three miles, and the CLT said the terrain is 
difficult. Hiking poles and boot spikes are rec-
ommended if icy. Dress appropriately for the 

weather and bring backpacking gear such as 
backpack, stove, food, snacks and water, but no 
equipment is necessary.

Pancake Breakfast and Timber Framing 
Overview: Sunday, Feb. 12, 10 a.m., at 23 Lee 
Court. Members and non-members welcome; 
cost is $5 for non-members. Park in cul-de-sac 
and walk down driveway. Meet inside barn. All 
are invited to this pancake breakfast in a tra-
ditional timber frame barn on the property of 
board members Russ and Natalie Moore. Kids 
welcome. Space is limited to 30 people; RSVP 
to Natalie at natsamoore@gmail.com by Feb. 5. 
The barn is unheated, so folks should dress for 
the weather. Warm drinks will be served.

 Remember, Honor, Teach… On Saturday, Dec. 17, the local Wreaths Across America 
event was held at Westchester Cemetery. All had the opportunity to follow Wreaths 
Across America’s mission: Remember fallen U.S. veterans, Honor those who serve, 
and Teach the children the value of freedom. Pictured are Pack 109 Cubmaster Aaron 
Berta, Pack 109 den leader Becky Berta, Troop 109 Assistant  Scoutmaster Bob Fri-
berg, and Scouts Drew Martin, Delaney Berta, Bryce Berta and Cody Friberg.
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SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t
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Nutrition Clinic

Shoppe: Protein Powders/Bars,
Supplements, Teas, Pain Relief Rubs

NUTRITION CLINIC

Your health is our reason!Your health is our reason!

Health: Weight Loss,
Inflammation, Rheumatology

Clinic: Customized Meal Plans

FREE 
Consultations

with mention
of this ad!

139 South Main St., Colchester
860-808-7708

New
Location!
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Debbie Walden
Realtor

860-559-5176
RES.0707452

Thank you for your business
and for helping me achieve the 

status of top 15% in our company.

1266 E. Main Street,
Suite 700R

Stamford, CT 06902

Please call or text me with
your Real Estate needs.

Wishing you all a blessed
Holiday season with friends and family. 
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(860) 214-1147

From the Skyview Team –
Jack, Lori, Matt & Dan Faski,

Linda Cullen, Rick Sharr,
John Jacoby, Nick Ogle,

Rhom Saunders, Dimitri Anastasiou

Thanks to all our friends
and clients who supported us.
Looking forward to a great 2023!

We wish you a Happy Holiday & New Year!

232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
We

Sell!
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And a wish for a happy and 
prosperous new year from
our team to your family!

Merry 
ChristMas!

Senior Center Hearing Delayed
By Michael Sinkewicz

A court hearing that may ultimately decide 
the future of the Colchester’s new senior cen-
ter project was rescheduled to Dec. 28, further 
complicating the project’s timeline as the win-
dow to finalize a construction contract dimin-
ishes.  

Earlier this month, Republican selectman Ja-
son LaChapelle and Republican Town Commit-
tee Chairman Taras Rudko sought an order of 
mandamus that would compel the town to fol-
low the conditions outlined in a town referen-
dum question, which approved the construction 
of a new building.

They also sought an injunction that would 
prevent the town from entering a construction 
contract that would exceed $9.5 million – the 
amount listed in the referendum question. 

During a remote hearing at New London 
Superior Court on Tuesday, the town was sum-
moned to justify why a temporarily injunction 
should not be issued, which would provide fur-
ther clarity on whether the project could con-
tinue forward.  

However, Judge Karen Goodrow granted a 
contingency motion from the plaintiffs, which, 
in effect, pushed the hearing to next week.

The decision came after two of the town’s 
lawyers, Matthew Ritter and Glenn Rybacki, 
filed a motion to quash the subpoenas that 
called for their testimony and to produce cer-
tain documents.  

Donald Brown, the attorney for both LaCha-
pelle and Rudko, expressed during the hearing 
that he did not have sufficient time to review 
the motions or the documents that were subpoe-
naed. 

On Wednesday morning, First Selectman An-
dreas Bisbikos called the development a “delay 

tactic.”
He stated that a significant number of docu-

ments were requested from the town last Friday, 
and that after scrambling to collect everything, 
the required information was turned over the at-
torneys.

“I’m not losing any sleep over the contin-
gency,” he said. “We feel confident that we find 
ourselves in a very strong position.” 

LaChapelle told the Rivereast that if any 
“games” were being played, it was on the 
town’s part.

“This is money out of my pocket,” he stated. 
“I don’t want to drag this out.”

With the hearing rescheduled, there is added 
pressure to secure a construction contract.

The apparent low bid by BRD Builders LLC 
is set to expire on Jan 11. If a contract is not 
agreed to by both parties’ lawyers and reviewed 
by the state before that date, the town would be 
forced to restart the bid process. 

Last month, Senior Center Building Com-
mittee Chairman Tony Tarnowski informed the 
boards of selectmen and finance that there was a 
shortfall in the construction budget of the proj-
ect.

When the bid opening began on Oct. 13, 
BRD Builders LLC’s bid was $8.9 million. 

After $370,000 in alternates to the bid were 
accepted, the final construction cost came in at 
just over $8.6 million, leaving a $976,030 short-
fall. The total cost of the project, the plaintiffs 
have argued, would exceed $10 million and 
therefore violate the result of the referendum. 

In court, LaChapelle and Rudko will be seek-
ing answers for two main questions.

The first asked, “Does the town of Colchester 
have the legal authority to ignore or circumvent 

the results of the referendum put to the voters 
on November 16, 2021, as required by town 
charter?”

At the referendum – where residents voted 
in favor of constructing a new senior center at 
referendum by a 1,421-851 tally – the question 
posed to them was: “Shall the town of Colches-
ter appropriate and authorize the board of select-
men to expend a sum not to exceed $9,500,000 
for costs related to the design and construction 
of a new senior center and authorize the issu-
ance of bonds and notes to finance the portion 
of the appropriation not defrayed from grants?” 

The second question LaChapelle and Rudko 
will be asking is whether the town is “permitted 
to expend” in excess of $9.5 million “in design-
ing and constructing a senior center based upon 
the language of the referendum and the referen-
dum having passed?” 

Those issues will be debated during a virtual 
hearing next week.

Tarnowski has consistently stated that it will 
be challenging to negotiate a final contract as 
time continues to lapse.

This week, he told the Rivereast that his com-
mittee is “on hold until this is settled.”

Tarnowski added that he’s unsure if there will 
be sufficient time to secure a final contract with 
BRD Builders, even if the town receives a fa-
vorable outcome in court.  

“If we get a decision next week, it’s a tight 
timeline,” he said. “So, I don’t know.”

Tarnowski confirmed that he’s communicat-
ed with the builder, and the bid is still available. 
Sometimes, he said, a builder will agree to ex-
tend the period to finalize a contract.

Once a contract is secured, value engineering 
can often decrease the overall cost of a project, 
as well. However, that process cannot officially 
begin until the deal is signed.

“We’ve told the judge that time is of the es-
sence,” he said. “We can’t negotiate until we 
have a contract in place.”

A Board of Selectmen Controversy?
Ahead of the Board of Selectmen meeting on 

Dec. 15, Bisbikos made a surprise announce-
ment that a potential vote regarding a building 
contract would take place at the meeting.

Earlier that morning, selectman Rosemary 
Coyle sent an email to the board, stating that a 
motion would be added to that night’s agenda.

The proposed motion, which was identical 
to a motion passed by the Senior Center Build-
ing Committee earlier this month, was to “en-
ter into a contract with BRD Builders, LLC 
for $8,625,000 to provide for the construction 
of the Senior Center as described in plans and 
specifications as prepared by Silver/Petrucelli 
& Associates, and in accordance with bid docu-

ments.” 
Following that revelation, LaChapelle and 

Rudko filed another motion for a temporary in-
junction.

“The Court set the matter for a hearing on 
December 20, 2022, and the Town has elected 
to pursue this matter at the 11th hour in an effort 
to avoid the judicial determination and attempt 
to circumvent/render these proceedings moot,” 
the motion read. 

The order called for the town “to cease and 
desist from seeking approval to and/or attempt-
ing to enter into any contracts reasonably relat-
ed to the design or build a Senior Center which 
exceed $9.5 million.”

Judge Steven Jacobs granted the motion later 
that day before the selectmen meeting, stating 
that the town cannot enter a contract exceeding 
that amount or take “any action in connection 
with that proposed project until the completion 
of the hearing,” which has now been postponed.

Bisbikos, during a phone call this week, 
stated that after conversations with the town 
attorneys, the potential motion was vetted and 
within the town’s right.

He said that through adjustments, the town 
has “in front of us a potential contract less than 
$9.5 million.” The new amount, he said, was 
around $9.3 million.

“The recommendation was that we could 
make a motion to begin contract negotiations,” 
Bisbikos said. 

He added that the town was still going to wait 
and see what happened during the Dec. 20 hear-
ing.

“I was never going to sign a contract before 
we had legal clarity,” he stated. 

Coyle told the Rivereast that she proposed 
the motion, which was ultimately removed from 
the agenda following the injunction, because it 
would help begin the contract negotiation pro-
cess as the town faces a looming deadline. 

“I was simply doing what you should do as 
a [Senior Center Building Committee] liaison,” 
she said. “I was just doing my job.”

She explained that earlier in the month, as 
the litigation was just beginning, the town at-
torneys suggested holding off on taking any ac-
tion regarding the motion. Then, last week, the 
attorneys recommended making the motion at 
their meeting.

LaChapelle stated his own opinion, which 
is that the board was “attempting to render the 
hearing moot.”

“The motion was to enter in a contract for a 
certain amount,” he said, adding that the lan-
guage didn’t include anything about “negotia-
tions.”

He also emphasized that as of now, there is 
not a physical contract to review that shows a 
cost under $9.5 million. 

As far as how that number was reached, Tar-
nowski stated that some budget lines were ad-
justed, included the amounts for furniture, fix-
tures and equipment. 

He confirmed that the most recent proposal 
was “under the $9.5 million amount.”

Bisbikos stated that due to this number, 
there’s “nothing stopping us from moving for-
ward.”

While time is expiring to sign a contract, the 
first selectman said, “We’ll get it done.”
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“This facility has far
surpassed my

expectations since
September of 2021. My 
mother Kathleen moved
in last year and she has
received what I evaluate
to be incredible care. “

Quality Measures CMS Rating

Rated Above National Average
• Nursing Care
• Dignity & Respect
• Professional Therapy
• Cleanliness
• Admission Process
*according to Pinnacle Insight

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531
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Located in historic East Haddam at the bridge on the CT River

8 Main St., East Haddam, CT • 860-873-1011
www.gelstonhouse.com

Enjoy delicious specialties at affordable prices in one of the most picturesque settings CT has to offer!
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Open Wednesday Through Sunday for Lunch & Dinner
Brunch Sundays at 10:30am

JOIN US FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER!
CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where the 
locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
R
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You’ll love our new outdoor dining igloos!Join us for New Year’s Eve Dinner!
Closed New Year’s Day

Our menu features dishes 
assembled from the freshest 

ingredients, sure to bring bold
and inspiring flavor into your life.

www.lakesidebar-grill.com

New!
Happy Hour

Tues-Fri 3-5:30
Food & Drink

Specials

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

SLEEP IN, THEN BRUNCH

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

MAKE NEW YEAR'S DAY RESERVATIONS EARLY!

For the Safety of our Patrons
The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
SARS-CoV-2, Viruses, 

Bacteria & Mold

AIR YOU CAN TRUST™ 

For more information call: Paul Hoar 203-247-4723

and Patio!

It's the first day of the new year which means 
you were probably up late New Year's Eve.

We have just the remedy at Sadler's . . .

New Year's Day Sunday Brunch
11am-4pm

Look for the special brunch menu on our website or
on our Facebook page, then make your reservations!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
monday-saturday 11am-8pm, this sunday 11am-4pm R
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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New Year’s Day 5K
The Youth First Coalition and Colchester 

Youth and Social Services announce the 18th 
annual New Year’s Day 5K Resolution Run. 
The 2023 5K Resolution Run takes place at 
Colchester Town Hall at 10 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 
1, 2023. Registration and bib pick-up begins at 
8:30 a.m. 

Pre-registration is $25 and same-day Regis-
tration is $30. The first 150 people registered 
will receive a race T-shirt. Register at tinyurl.
com/38a8rver.

Proceeds benefit youth scholarships and 
youth center upgrades.

For more information, contact Charity Bene-
dict at Colchester Youth and Social Services at 
860-537-7255 or cbenedict@colchesterct.gov.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream.

For more information, call Pastor Don Rivers – 
the church’s bi-vocational pastor, who also serves 
as president for “Racing with Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-
398-9119 or visit christianlifechapel.org.
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have 
replacement 

batteries.

$10.00 OFF
until end of the year! 

WE MAKE KEYS & FOBS
for less than the dealer!

Don't 
lose your 
only key 
in the 
snow!
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!
- Jim Celio and Family

4 Main Street, Hebron

860-228-9451
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WISHING ALL OUR CLIENTS 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE...

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
A HEALTHY & PROSPEROUS 2023!

OUR FAMILY
Our Specialists: Elaine Anselmo   Kim Blais     Indora Chaviaras    Karen Coton   Derek Dion   

Stephanie Hayber   William (Bill) Hulk   Pat Lujan   Ross LaBella    Jody Macrina     
Charles Maric    Ann Marie Meres    Tania Tomoroga

Administrative Support & Advertising: Billie-Jo Patry-Schultz
The Woman Who Holds This Team Together: Carol Miranda-Lang

Our Technical Support And All Around Biggest Supporter: Robert “Bob” Lang

Roderic “Mac” McCorrison, Broker, Owner
YOUR TRUSTED, RELIABLE, HOMETOWN REAL ESTATE 

PROFESSIONALS FOR 44 YEARS!

 Bacon All-Stars… Five Bacon Academy football players recently earned Eastern 
Connecticut Conference (ECC) All-Star Awards. Pictured from left are Zach Per-
rault, Brady Gould, Aidan Fritz, Jack Holmes and Kevin Claffey. Claffey (defensive 
line), Fritz (safety), and Gould (linebacker) were named to the All-ECC First-Team. 
Holmes won the conference’s Sportsmanship Award and Perrault was named a Scholar 
Athlete.



NEWS BULLETIN • December 23, 2022 Page 17

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

C
IT

12
-2

2-
22

Wishing you a Merry Christmas
from our family to yours!

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD
Marlborough Family Dental

14 Jones Hollow Road, Suite 15 • Marlborough, CT • (860) 295-8132
marlboroughfamilydental.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Melissa, Aubrey, Kiley & Kullen & Gallagher
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

Care & Compassion
in Times of Need

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

Medicare Made Clear

HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Today!   860-295-9350

Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office open daily 9am-4pm; and Sat. by appt.

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough, CT

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years

Schedule a FREE In Home Consultation
WALK-INS WELCOME! 

CONFUSED BY MEDICARE PLAN CHOICES?
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS!

860-295-9350 
NO COST. NO OBLIGATION.

Open Enrollment Begins
October 15th

R
E1

0-
7-

22

Office Hours: 9am-4:30pm and by appointment
7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough

Call Today! 860-295-9350

Confused by Medicare Plan Choices?

Lic. #0409939-S1

860-291-9046
www.BrothersMechLLC.com
Full Service Heating And Cooling

Installation • Repair
Service Contracts Available

HOD 114

A Division of

$50 Off
Repairs 

and 
Cleanings

Not applicable to service call fee. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

$1000 
OFF

Any A/C or 
Heating 

Installations

12
01
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All Major Credit Cards Accepted. Financing options available.
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 Gingerbread Fun!... The four-year-old class at Colchester Cooperative Nursery 
School had a sweet time making gingerbread houses last week. CCNS wants to thank 
the Stop & Shop in Colchester for donating the frosting.



Page 18 NEWS BULLETIN • December 23, 2022

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester • 860-537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00 p.m.; Sat. 8:00-5:00 p.m.

RE12-18-20

www.ctrentme.com

Merry Christmas
& A Happy
New Year

from your friends at
The Rental Center!

Open
 

on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/
Mediterranean Cuisine

Brought to you by the owners of
Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm
Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –

No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

Buy any Gift Card and get a  
15% Bonus Gift Card

Now through Christmas!
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467E Main Street • Colchester, CT • 860-537-5896
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All of us at Laurie’s Creations
would like to thank all of our

wonderful customers, families, and 
friends for another wonderful year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a season filled with good health, 

the love of family, the gift of 
friendships, and prosperity.

RT. 16, Colchester, CT • 860-537-3431 • Out of Town: 1-800-545-GANO
Your One Stop Power Equipment Headquarters • M - F 8-6, Sat. 8-2

www.ganos.com

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

from
all of us at Gano’s!

RE12-18-20

Upcoming Senior Center Trips
The Colchester Senior Center is planning 

the following trip. Reservations should be 
made in person at the senior center, 95 Nor-
wich Ave. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and adult guests over the age of 
18, and are on a first-come, first-served basis; 
space is limited. Call the senior center at 860-
537-3911 for more information.

Canadian/New England Cruise: May 
12-20, 2023. Sail the St. Lawrence River and 
Northern Atlantic while visiting ports in Can-
ada and New England. Arrive in Montreal by 
deluxe motor coach, then set sail with stops in 
Quebec City, Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island, Sydney and Halifax, Nova Scotia, Bar 
Harbor, and Boston. Includes overnight ac-
commodation in Montreal, a three-hour tour 

of Montreal, dinner, all meals on board, daily 
activities, nightly entertainment, casino, and 
deluxe motor coach back to CT from Boston. 
Prices start at $1899 per person for twin. Fi-
nal payment is due Jan 28. You must have a 
valid passport. Call or visit the senior center 
for more information or call Friendship Tours 
directly at 860-243-1630 or 800-243-1630.

Spain & Portugal: Costa Del Sol to the 
Portuguese Riviera: Oct. 14-25, 2023. Taste 
some of the delicacies of this southern Span-
ish region. Includes 10 breakfasts, two lunch-
es and four dinners. Cost is $5,029 per person 
for double, if booked before March 15, 2023. 
You can come into the senior center to reg-
ister in person or register online at gateway.
gocollette.com/link/1102385.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz Ostrout. The church 
office is open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The office can be reached at 860-537-5189 or 
cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
masks are optional. For those wishing to wor-
ship from home, the service will be broadcast 
via Facebook Live each Sunday at 9 a.m. Wor-
ship videos are at www.colchesterfederated-
church.org under the Worship & Sermons tab. 
Updated information is also on the church’s 
Facebook page.

Christmas Eve Services: Dec. 24: 5 p.m., 
Family Service; 9 p.m., Lessons & Carols.

Christmas Day: There will be no in-person 
worship service on Christmas Day, Sunday, 

Dec. 25. A virtual message will be shared on 
the church’s Facebook page. 

Sunday School: Sunday School is held dur-
ing worship from September through June. 
Children in grades pre-K through 8 are wel-
come. The nursery is located just off the sanctu-
ary. Visit the church website to register youth 
for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in 
the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Parks and Rec Holiday Activities
Colchester Parks and Recreation, located at 

127 Norwich Ave. (Town Hall), has announced 
several holiday-related items of interest. For 
more information, call 860-537-7297 or visit 
www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-department.

 Home and Business Holiday Display:  
Folks can print their free map and view all of 
the Colchester holiday decorations. Maps are 
available at www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-
department or online at www.facebook.com/
colchesterparksandrec. Vote for your favorite 
home and business decorations online. Voting 
runs through Dec. 31. 

 Colchester Holiday Ornament: Ornaments 
will be available in the Parks and Rec. office 
throughout December. Cost is $6 per ornament.

Gingerbread House Contest: Gingerbread 
houses will be displayed throughout Town Hall 
through Dec. 22. All visitors to Town Hall are 
encouraged to vote for their favorite one. Each 
gingerbread house will be awarded a superlative 
award ribbon. The “Community Favorite” will 
be awarded to the gingerbread house with the 
most votes. There is no cost to enter the contest.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 a.m.  
The services are also available on Zoom; visit 
westchestercongchurch.org for login information. 

Sunday School meets during the worship ser-
vice.

Christmas Schedule: Saturday, Dec. 24, at 
4 p.m.: The church’s candlelight Christmas Eve 
service; Sunday, Dec. 25, at 10 a.m.: Christmas 
Carol service.

Meetings: The church hosts several groups 

meeting weekly: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 
p.m.; AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA 
Troop 109, Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout 
Pack 109, one Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

Outreach:  The church has a white wooden 
Blessings Box in the lower parking lot with 
non-perishable food items and other useful 
items.  Anyone in need or who wishes to donate 
may stop by and take or leave a few items.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Honor Roll
The following Colchester residents made the 

Saint Bernard School honor roll for the first 
quarter of the 2022-23 school year:

Honors with Distinction
Grade 10: Evan Clark; Grade 11: John Paul 

Peck; Grade 12: Yuang (Peter) Gu.
High Honors

Grade 8: Brevin Gonzales; Grade 11: Mar-
guerite Brady; Grade 12: Daniel O’Brien, Al-
exander Rowlins. 

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
the Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Abundant Life Church 
News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 
church that believes salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more 
information, call 860-537-3082 or visit Abun-
dantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also Children’s Church available for ages 
4-11. All are welcome. The main service is also 
broadcast live each week on Facebook. Visit 
www.facebook.com/groups/abundantlifeCT or 
look for the church on Facebook. For more in-
formation, call the church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call 
the church to be placed on the prayer list. You 
may also ask about the various days and times 
the prayer groups meet and come at that time. 

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Meet New School Board Members 
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Hebron Board of Education filled two 
vacancies this month with the appointments of 
Republicans Keith Petit and Sera Coppolino.

After interviewing five potential candidates, 
the Board of Selectmen settled on two finalists. 
Petit was approved by a 4-0 vote, while Cop-
polino was appointed by a 3-1 vote, with select-
men chair Daniel Larson representing the lone 
vote in dissent. 

Petit, who previously served on the education 
board, was widely endorsed by the selectmen 
and recommended for a term expiring in No-
vember 2025. 

Coppolino, a relative newcomer to local gov-
ernment, was selected for a term ending in No-
vember 2023.

Petit was elected to the board by Hebron resi-
dents in 2019 but had to step aside due to a per-
sonal conflict of interest. 

He told the Rivereast that he took a position 
as the fiscal manager for the Connecticut Teach-
ers’ Retirement System, which forced him to 
stop attending school board meetings beginning 
in July 2021. 

That conflict of interest, Petit explained, was 
“not something I had thought about when pur-
suing career opportunities in my personal life 
and I had always hoped to at some point be able 
to return to public service in my town.”

He added that “fortunately, another career 
opportunity came along in May of this year, 
which removed the conflict of interest and al-

lowed me to be available when the opportunity 
to fulfill my original term happened to occur.”

From the onset of the interview process, the 
selectmen indicated their preference of reinstat-
ing Petit. And because he had previously been 
voted onto the board, Petit was largely excused 
from answering additional questions about his 
qualifications.  

“He ran for this seat; he won it,” said select-
man Tiffany Thiele during the board’s meeting 
this earlier this month. “I think it would be ap-
propriate to give someone the seat back that 
they worked hard and campaigned so hard to 
run.”

The board also entrusted Petit with the longer 
of the two available terms, a decision he said 
came as a “pleasant surprise” and an “honor.”

“I had hoped to be able to return and fulfill 
the trust Hebron voters had placed in me in 
2019, but the opportunity to serve our commu-
nity for a longer period is an honor and I hope 
that I am able to serve in a manner that upholds 
the public trust and brings credit to our amazing 
school system,” he stated.

Now that he’s back on the school board, Pe-
tit explained that his goals remain the same as 
when he initially ran for the seat. With his input, 
he hopes the board provides “excellent educa-
tion to the youth of our community while being 
fiscally prudent.”

“I think that my 20 years of experience in 
finance and administration in the federal, state 

and private sectors has given me a variety of ex-
perience that helps me to see the various angles 
needed for creative and frugal budget building,” 
he added. 

The Hebron Board of Education has a 5-2 
Republican majority. Petit expressed how his 
party background impacts his decisions.

“As a Republican who believes strongly in 
the rule of law, I hope to continue my work 
on the policy committee to ensure our school 
runs efficiently and is governed by concise and 
objective guidelines to help educators provide 
superb instruction in a safe environment which 
encourages students to become upstanding, 
knowledgeable, and creative members of our 
society,” he said. 

As for Coppolino, she has 16 years of teach-
ing experience, including 10 at RHAM, where 
she predominantly teaches 11th grade.  

She told the Rivereast that she was inspired to 
seek the term because she has the time to volun-
teer and contribute.

“This seemed like a good opportunity for me 
to serve our community,” she stated. “I have 
children at both Gilead Hill and Hebron Ele-
mentary schools, and very much appreciate the 
work of people who make their school experi-

ences positive and enriching.”
She believes her time as a teacher gives her a 

unique angle when tackling potential problems. 
During her interview, the selectmen also agreed 
that a teacher’s background could be valuable 
for the board moving forward.

“As an educator, I hope that I can bring a 
teacher’s perspective to the board as we deliber-
ate on many different issues,” she said. 

As far as her own personal objectives, Cop-
polino expressed that her goal is “to help main-
tain the Hebron Public Schools as an organi-
zation that provides excellent education to the 
children in our community and keep Hebron a 
desirable place to live.”

 Unlike Petit, Coppolino doesn’t have pre-
vious experience serving on the school board. 
Her appointment will expire in less than a year, 
when she will have to decide whether to pursue 
a full term – something she said she’ll consider 
at a later date. 

“Right now, I am focused on learning as 
much about the board as quickly as possible so 
that I can be an active and positive member of 
the team for the duration of the term to which I 
have been appointed,” she said.  

HIHS Food Pantry Updates
Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) 

has announced the following items related to its 
food pantry.

Holiday Gift Sponsors Needed: Each year, 
HIHS provides holiday gifts to families in need 
from the area. HIHS is seeking Helpful Elves 
and Secret Santas to help fulfill gift requests. 
Each child receives four gifts (one of which is 
clothing). Shop for a child by selecting a gift 
with an average cost of $35 from one of the 
sign-up lists, or make a monetary donation to 
sponsor one or more gifts and HIHS will do the 
shopping. Visit www.hihsct.org/donate or email 
hihsfoodpantry@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

Food Pantry in New Location: The HIHS 

Food Pantry is now operating out of the new 
location, at 26 Pendleton Drive. Food distribu-
tion occurs on Tuesday/Thursday from 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. and Friday from noon-5 p.m., for those 
in Hebron and surrounding towns experiencing 
food insecurity. Food donations of hearty soups, 
peanut butter, pasta, tomato products, canned 
fruit, and canned meats are welcome and can be 
dropped off during distribution hours.

Also, the mobile Foodshare truck will be in 
town every other Tuesday (next date: Jan. 3) 
from 11:15-11:45 a.m., at the Church of Hope, 
located at the intersection of routes 66 and 85 
across from Town Hall. All are welcome; please 
bring your own bags.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Gary Boye. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. Masks 
are optional. People can also watch worship live 
at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Holds bi-monthly 

Open Panty hours at Christ Lutheran. The next 
Open Pantry will be announced shortly. Caring 
Shepherds distributes household and hygiene 
items, as well as food pantry staples, Bibles, 
and prayers. For more information, call Caring 
Shepherds Ministry at 860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: Open to all faiths, 
the center offers childcare, preschool and be-
fore/after school educational opportunities in a 
Christian environment. Ande Shutler is director. 
Call 860-228-5134 for availability.

DOUBLE PLATINUM : Charlie Luchini - Hebron; Kathy & Brendan Shea - Hebron;
Adele Martin & Family, In Memory of Jerry Martin, Veteran Post 95 - Amston; 

PLATINUM : Black Sheep, Post & Beam - Colchester; Colchester & Hebron Eye Care;
Colebrook Village - Hebron; Jim Celio, C-21- Hebron; Sheldon Construction, Service - Eastbrook;

Ron Parkyn, Sr. Vice Commander, Hebron, American Legion, Post 95 - Hebron;
GOLD : Snyder & Co, CPA - Hebron; O’Connell Wealth Management - Hebron;

Conn Line & Sign - Norwich; The Morris Family - Hebron; Hebron Travel - Hebron;
R. A. Mangillo, Hebron, American Legion, Post 95, Adjutant - Hebron;

Hebron Dentistry - Hebron;  Dan Merra - Colchester; Mariam Supply - Hartford;
Joe Fetta, Commander, Hebron, American Legion, Post 95 - Hebron;

Wile Motors - Willimantic; Hebron Chiropractic - Hebron; Dr. Steinberg - Hebron;
Highland Park Market - Bolton/Manchester;  Staff of Douglas Library - Hebron;

Columbia Marine - Columbia;

2022 Hebron Veterans Scholarship Golf Tournament

A Special Thanks also to the 

participating foursomes on 

their outstanding

golfing skills!

Thanks to the generous sponsors whose donations, help make the dreams of Hebron area youths a possibility. 
100% of proceeds go to the scholarship for descendants of Veterans.  We hope even more local businesses and 

individuals will step up next year to expand our worthy program; donate, play, advertise, at the site . . .
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SILVER: Techliner, Web Design - Hebron;
RAFFLE DONATIONS : Meineke, Colchester / Marlborough Pizza /

Village Green Restaurant / Absolute Nails / Ted’s IGA / China Panda /
Subway, Colchester / Hebron Ace Hardware / Flour Girl Bakery, Hebron /

Gina Marie’s / Oriental Wok, Andover / Colchester Toyo Hibachi /
Georgias Pizza / Sweet Aroma / Certified Auto Repair, Columbia /
D. H Marvin, Colchester / Hebron Wine & Spirits / Wicked Slice /

Broadway Package Store, Colchester / Hebron Chiropractics / Dan Herborg / Delores Betti /
Joe Barrett, Member, Hebron, Post 95 / Bill Campbell, Member, Hebron, Post 95

GOLF CARTS: Jim Celio / Hills Farm /Sheldon Construction

If you would like to donate please send a check, payable to:
American Legion, Post 95, Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 95, Hebron, CT 06248-0095 
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Bryn

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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RE$5.00 OFF
Full Service Oil Change

R
E1

2-
9-

22

(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

“Pour In The Performance”
Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314
Expires 12/31/22 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

► Complete Oil Change Service
 No Appointment Ever Necessary!
	 •	Interior	Vacuum	•	16-Point	Inspection	•	Free	Coffee!
	 •	Replacement	Batteries,	Belts,	Filters	–	complete	stock!	
► State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!
 Call to Schedule or Drive Up!
 Fast	•	Close	to	Home	•	Clean	Waiting	Area!

Q: What should I do to prepare my car for
 Colder Weather Driving?
A: Simple… Bring it to Hebron Quick Lube!

Fall and winter weather changes also bring changes
for your vehicle. Let our technicians inspect and 

service all of your preventive maintenance systems
and you’ll be driving with confidence!

Happy Holidays from all of us at...

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

RE7-29-22

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves 
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 30Th Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

26% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance sales

Got an Air Line Trail Tale?
Do you have special memories of your ex-

perience on Hebron’s portion of the Air Line 
Trail? If so, you’re invited to email your short 
“Tale of the Trail” for possible publishing 
on the Air Line Trail 12-town website, now 
being created by CTRC&D (Connecticut 
Resource Conservation and Development) 
through funding from the state.

Memories can include discoveries of 
unique trail sections; special moments with 

family and friends; meeting fellow trail users; 
celebrations or commemorations on the trail; 
experiences with nature; enjoyment of differ-
ent modes of travel (horse treks, snowshoe-
ing, cross-country skiing, wheelchair, biking, 
walking and more) – any reason the Air Line 
Trail is special to you. 

Email your short tale to jdavies@ctrcd.org, 
with the subject line “Trail Tales – Hebron,” 
by Wednesday, Jan. 4.

Car Seat Installations
The Hebron Fire Department offers free in-

fant and child installation/safety checks by a 
licensed safety technician at Station 1, 44 Main 
St. To schedule an appointment, call 860-228-
3022 ext. 162. 

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Church of Hope 
is a biblically-driven Christ-centered church.

Worship is in person and via livestream on 
the church website. For more information, 
and the guidelines for in-person worship, visit 
www.hebronchurchofhope.org. 

The church office is closed until further no-
tice. Pastor Jordan Brown can meet by appoint-
ment; use the church website to set up a time.

For more information about Hebron Church 
of Hope, visit the website or look for the church 
on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. For more information and full 
program descriptions, and to register, call the 
senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-registration 
is required for all programs. The senior center 
newsletter is online at tinyurl.com/3xfm862d. 
For information on various other weekly class-
es, meetings and activities, contact the senior 
center or look to the senior newsletter. 

Holiday Closings: The senior center will be 
closed Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 26 and 27, 
and Monday, Jan. 2.

All-Levels Yoga: Mondays, Jan. 9-Feb. 27, 
10:15-11:15 a.m. Fee is five classes for $15, or 
$5 per class to drop in. Chairs may be used to 
meet all abilities. Bring a yoga mat if you will 
not be using a chair. 

Movie Monday: Monday, Jan. 9, 12:45 p.m. 
The Lost City, starring Sandra Bullock, Chan-
ning Tatum and Daniel Radcliffe, will be shown. 
Lunch of hot dog, baked beans and coleslaw 
will be served beforehand at noon (lunch cost 
is $3 due Friday, Jan. 6, at noon). To sign-up for 
the movie or lunch and a movie, call the center.

Technology Assistance: Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
10-11:30 a.m. Stop in for assistance with any of 
your devices (such as smartphones, iPads and 
laptop computers). Pre-registration is preferred.

Free Lunch and Learn: Wednesday, Jan. 
11, noon, sponsored by Marlborough Health 
Center. The topic will be on fall prevention. 
Lunch will be turkey or tuna on a hard roll with 
lettuce and tomato, chips, bottled water and a 
cookie. You must pre-register with the senior 
center and provide your sandwich choice by 2 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 9. 

Bus Trip – Lunch to Roberto’s Log Cabin 
in Lebanon: Friday, Jan. 20, leaving at noon. 
Cost is $5 for transportation; lunch is on your 
own. To register, call the senior center. 

AARP Driver Course: Tuesday, Jan. 24, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., in-person at the center. You need 

to arrive by 8:50 a.m. and bring something to 
write with. AARP members cost $20, and non-
members cost $25; fee is payable to the instruc-
tor day of class. Register ASAP. Auto insurance 
discounts may be available. To register, call the 
senior center. Note: Coffee will be available in 
the morning, but no food is served, so if you 
may need something to nosh on, feel free to 
bring it with you.

Grocery Shopping Trips: To Stop and Shop 
Fridays, Jan. 6 and 27; to Walmart in North 
Windham Fridays, Jan. 13 and Feb. 3; and to 
Big Y Jan. 20 and Feb. 10. Pre-registration for 
each trip is required by the prior Wednesday at 
10 a.m. To sign up, call the senior center. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram:  The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset winter 
heating costs. If a household’s primary heating 
costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. To make an appoint-
ment, call the center.

Community Café: Onsite meals take place 
Monday-Thursday at noon. Reservations due by 
10 a.m. the day before the meal, and by 10 a.m. 
Friday for Monday’s lunch. Requested donation 
is $3. Reservations required; call the center to 
register. For the full month’s menu, check the 
newsletter, the website, or at the senior center.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals, 
for medical care, personal needs care, grocery 
shopping, or other pre-approved needs. Trans-
portation available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Ap-
pointments must be scheduled a minimum of 24 
hours in advance, but 48 hours is recommended 
– and required for new riders. For more infor-
mation or to schedule an appointment, call the 
center.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham Re-
gion No Freeze Hospitality Center, which pro-
vides assistance to homeless adults. Greatest 
needs: disposable masks; men’s and women’s 
insulated waterproof gloves; disinfectant spray; 
air freshener; paper towels; toilet tissue; men’s 

M,L,XL sweatshirts, sweatpants, hoodies, ther-
mal shirts, T-shirts, and boxer briefs (always 
needed); heavy knit, fleece or faux-fur lined 
hats; women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); sturdy adult 
backpacks (new or used in good condition); $15 
Stop & Shop gift cards for gas to assist people 
living in their cars (supply is low). Note: Call to 
arrange pick-up of gift cards. Place donations 
of goods in the designated collection box next 
to the church’s Cry Room. Place large quanti-
ties of donations in the Cry Room. For more 
information, call Monica or John McKerracher 
at 860-228-4211.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs.  For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

WINS For Life Youth Basketball Clinic – 
Offensive Skills: Wednesday, Dec. 28, at He-
bron Elementary School. Cost is $30. Session 
A1, for boys and girls in grades 3-5, is 8:45-
10:15 a.m., and session B1, for boys and girls in 
grades 6-8, js 10:30 a.m.-noon. To register, visit 
www.wins4life.com.

Winter Classic Basketball Camp: Thurs-
days, Jan. 5-Feb. 2, after school until 5 p.m., for 
grades four and five. Held at Hebron Elemen-
tary School. There will be activities, drills and 
games. Cost is $100. 

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Jan. 7, 9 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., at Douglas Library, for ages 11-
17. Cost is $80. This one-day course is intended 
to teach age-appropriate skills necessary to care 

for children of all ages using concepts focusing 
on safety and prevention.  A two-year certificate 
is awarded after completion of class and test. 

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Thursday, 
Jan. 26, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. Cost 
is $45. This interactive course for boys and girls 
ages 8-13 will cover safety concerns parents 
have when their children are by themselves. 
Each student will receive a workbook that cov-
ers house key safety, indoor and outdoor (in-
cluding kitchen) safety, gun safety, fires, gas 
leaks, first aid kit essentials and phone, door, 
and internet safety. Pre-registration is required.

Karate: In the style of Goju ru, made famous 
by the Karate Kid film series. Six-week ses-
sions re held Mondays and Wednesdays at Gil-
ead Hill School. Cost is $85 per session. Ages 
5-11 are 5-5:50 p.m., and ages 12 and up are 6-7 
p.m. Call Parks and Rec. for more info.

Library Association
Seeks New Members

The Douglas Library of Hebron Association, 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit private organization es-
tablished to support the library, is looking for 
new members.

This volunteer advocacy group provides sup-
port to the Douglas Library Board of Trustees. 
The Association exists as a requirement of 
the Charles J. Douglas Trust which provides 
a source of funding for library business each 
year. The association designates five members 
to serve on the Library Board of Trustees.

Members must be residents of Hebron as 
well as be 18 years of age or older. The associa-
tion meets twice a year. 

For more information, call the library direc-
tor at 860-228-9312 ext. 316.

Transfer Station
Holiday Hours

The Hebron Transfer Station holiday 
hours are as follows: 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24: clos-
ing at 2 p.m.; Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 
25: closed; New Year’s Eve, Saturday, Dec. 
31: closing at 2 p.m.; New Year’s Day, Sun-
day, Jan. 1: closed.
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St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church, located at 30 Church St., are 
held each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. 
(with music). All are invited to the Church Hall 
for coffee and conversation after the services. 
Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Services for the Christmas Season: Christ-
mas Eve: services at 4:30 and 10 p.m.; Christ-
mas Day: One service at 10 a.m.; Festival of 
Lessons and Carols: Jan. 1 at 10 a.m.

Meetings and Events: Balancing Class: 
Mondays, 10-11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: 

first Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Build-
ings and Grounds Committee: first Tuesdays, 7 
p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Wednesdays at 10 
a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; Ves-
try: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building Networks 
International, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or email office@stpetershebron.com.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/
yby64wph to access. 

Christmas Eve Service: Saturday, Dec. 24, 
10-11 p.m.

Life Group Hebron: Meets Mondays at 7 
p.m. at the Caseys’ home, for worship, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship. 

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mis-
sion of the group is to support the youth of He-
bron and surrounding towns in their spiritual 

development. During the school year, the group 
meets every other Sunday directly after the ser-
vice.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 6:30-8 
p.m., via Zoom. All are invited to pray for each 
other, the community and the country. Contact 
the church office or website for a link and meet-
ing ID.

Ballroom Dancing: Offered most Sundays, 
6-8 p.m. Learn Waltz and East Coast Swing 
with instructors Joe Belanger and Denise Jakel. 
Couples and singles welcome. Cost is $15/per-
son/class. Call Belanger to register at 860-372-
8236.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situation. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more 
info, see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, 
or call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., in-
doors, followed by Coffee Hour in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Holiday Service Schedule: Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service: Saturday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m., 
in the sanctuary and livestreamed; Christmas 
Day: There will not be a service Dec. 25; New 
Year’s Day: Sunday, Jan. 1, 10 a.m., there will 
be an interactive service on Zoom only.

Next Week’s Meetings: AA, Dec. 27 at 7:30 
p.m.; Yoga in the Fellowship Hall, Dec. 28 at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study, Book Group, Choir Remind-
ers: These groups will not meet next week. Bi-
ble Study will resume Jan. 2, and Book Group 
and Choir resume Jan. 4. 

Faith, Food and Film: Friday, Jan. 6. The 
gathering begins at 6 p.m., followed by a meal, 

dessert and a movie. Bring a dish to share.
Fellowship & Soup for the Soul: Sunday, 

Jan. 15, following the worship service. This 
will be a time for sharing favorite stew/chili/
soup recipes with those in the church commu-
nity. If you have a special “side” for your recipe 
please bring along (i.e., cornbread, crackers, 
etc.). Logistics: Prior to worship, bring in a 
crockpot with a ladle and a note with the type of 
soup that you have brought to share. Bring your 
recipes or send them electronically to GCC@
GileadChurch.net so they can be compiled for 
the newsletter. If you are unable to bring a soup 
to share, you’re still welcome to come sample 
the dishes.

Card-Making: Sunday, Jan. 22, 11:30 a.m. 
Participants from the broader Hebron/Ando-
ver/Marlborough/Columbia/Colchester/East 
Hampton areas are welcome. Cost is $15, and 
$5 of the registration fee will be donated to 
Connecticut Foodshare.  Contact Gayle Sylves-
ter to register, at gayle.sylvester@comcast.net.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesday 
and Saturday, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Contact 
Jennifer Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to reg-
ister, at wisewarrioryoga@gmail.com.

Swap Shack Shuts Down for Winter

 The Hebron Green Committee has shut down its Swap Shack program for the 
winter – but hopes to start it up again in the spring.

By Michael Sinkewicz
After a successful launch earlier this year, 

the Hebron Green Committee has shut down its 
Swap Shack program for the winter, with the 
hope of returning sometime next spring. 

The shack first opened in April and officially 
shut down for the year last weekend, according 
to Green Committee Chairman Kaitlin Hershey. 

For six months, the small shed at the Transfer 
Station – deemed the “Swap Shack” – provided 
a valuable resource for Hebron residents look-
ing to depart with items without throwing them 
away. Likewise, items could be taken home 
from the shack, all free of charge.

“It is so fun,” Hershey told the Rivereast this 
week. “People love it and they’ve had great re-
actions to it.”

Every Sunday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., com-
mittee volunteers would operate the shack, 
which was largely self-sustaining, but Hershey 
observed that members genuinely enjoyed par-
ticipating and conversing with residents who 
would stop by.

One of the main objectives throughout the 
shack’s trial period was educating the commu-
nity, and informing them of this new opportu-
nity.

The committee would release fliers with lists 
of items that could and could not be accepted at 
the shack, a message Hersey said was mainly 
digested and adhered to by residents. 

“Once we got going, they knew the drill and 
there were a lot of repeat people,” she said, 
adding that the shack typically accepted some 
items that may not have been suitable for other 
outlets or thrift shops. “This achieved that quick 
drive-by.” 

It was painful, Hershey reflected, turning 
away large items that were unworkable for the 
shack, and watching the resident discard it at 
the transfer station.

Still, the committee’s top goal with the pro-
gram was keep items out of the waste stream, 
which Hershey said was “100% successful.”

“We’re always thinking of other ways to 
make Hebron greener,” she said, thanking the 
community for embracing the project. “Every-
one in town rises to the occasion.”

While she is the head of the Green Commit-
tee, Hershey deflected on taking any credit for 
the shack’s accomplishments. Instead, she cred-
ited the other members who she said never “shy 
away from hard work.”

“We were very proud the day it opened,” 
she said. “We could see the immediate benefit. 

I’m in charge, but I’m one of seven. The team 
is really critical in making this a success and it 
worked out swimmingly.”

She called her fellow committee members 
“rock stars.” 

Beyond the environmental impact, another 
benefit of the shack was helping those clearing 
out an attic or basement or someone looking to 
maybe start a home.

“The coolest benefit was helping people cost 
effectively start their lives,” Hershey said. “It 
was wonderful and the feeling was positive.” 

Getting the shack physically in place wasn’t 
too difficult, she conveyed. After the shed was 
wheeled in, it was placed on a set of pallets with 
a forklift.

But arriving at that moment took years.
In 2017, a Hebron Green Committee member 

had visited another town and saw a similar con-
cept, and other examples popped up in neigh-
boring states, as well. 

After extensive research and discussions, 
committee members made the shack a priority.

“We were selling the town on why we need 
this,” Hershey said. “Our goal was not to make 
this a dumping ground. If it’s a mess, we’ll close 
it. But if it works, what do we have to lose?”

The total cost of acquiring the shed along 
with setting it up was around $3,000. Through 
the town’s participation in the EnergizeCT 
Clean Energy Community Program, the com-
mittee received a grant that covered all of the 
expenses. 

After purchasing the shed late in 2019, the 
effects of the pandemic shut down the project 
before it would even begin. 

“It sat in the parking lot [of the transfer sta-
tion] but finally it launched this past year,” Her-
shey said. “It was a long process, but it was a 
huge success.” 

The basic rule and guideline for swapping 
items was that it had to be something someone 
could use again, and it should be clean.

Once that premise was communicated, oper-
ating the shack began much easier.

“That was huge,” Hershey said, referring 
to educating residents. “Getting people to un-
derstand what could go in and out made it run 
smoothly.”

However, there were still hurdles along the 
way.

“The biggest issue was space,” she said. 
“We’d pack it to the brim, but it’s a small shack.”

For some items, committee members “simply 
didn’t have room.”

There were adjustments during the trial pe-
riod, as well. The committee had to remind 
people that broken items weren’t acceptable. 

Logistically, there were also some small hur-
dles involved with being located at the transfer 
station, including additional parking.

People could also attempt to drop items off at 
the shack, that weren’t actually acceptable, to 
avoid the transfer station fees.

Overall, Hershey said she didn’t experience 
anything negative or have any problems with 
residents over the past few months.

After long effort to get the project running, 
it’s bittersweet to shut down. Hershey ex-
plained, that while the shack could likely oper-
ate on its own, it was best with winter weather 
to return in the spring.

But she confirmed that the shack will defi-
nitely be back at some point, most likely in 

April.
“We haven’t regrouped yet, but I don’t think 

we’re going to change a lot,” she said. “If we 
had seen more negative responses, we’d adjust, 
but we got such a warm welcome.”

The positive reaction to the shack could also 
lead to future initiatives. If the community con-
tinues to embrace similar ideas, the committee 
will work always consider adding something 
new.

“We’ll figure out what 2023 will bring,” Her-
shey expressed.

As a reminder, items that are accepted at 
the shack include: household items, baby toys, 
small pieces of furniture, non-gas-powered 
tools, games and sports equipment. 

Do not bring: hazardous materials, food, 
electronics, clothing, large appliances and bed-
ding. 

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., 

has announced the following. For more info 
and full program descriptions, and to register, 
call the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.
douglaslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. at the li-
brary. Upcoming schedule: Dec. 23, A Christ-
mas Karen (not rated). Bottled water and in-
dividually wrapped snacks will be provided. 

Chess Night: The first Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. All skill levels welcome.

Teen Advisory Group: Will meet every 
Tuesday from 2:30-4 p.m. during the month 
for activities. This is a way for teens to get 
their service hours in. Registration is not 
needed for any of these events.

Closed: The library will be closed on Dec. 

24-27 for the Christmas holiday and will re-
open on Dec. 28 at noon. All of the online 
services will be available.

Take & Make: Each week, during De-
cember adults and teens can pick up a craft 
kit from the hold shelf across from the Adult 
Circulation Desk while supplies last. Week 2: 
Santa Diamond Art Ornament kit; Week 3: 
Hot Cocoa Diamond Art keychain kit.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. These are family class-
es for children birth to 5. There are stories, 
crafts, songs and interactive play. No regis-
tration is required. This program is free and 
open to the public. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

Free CPR Classes
The Hebron Fire Department (44 Main St) 

is offering free AHA Heartsaver CPR classes 
for those who live or work in Hebron.  Adult 
Child, Infant CPR & choking emergencies 
are covered.

The classes begin at 6 p.m. and will be 
offered Jan. 18, Feb. 15, March 15 or April 
19.  Call Donna at 860-228-3022 ext. 162 
to reserve your seat.  Classes are first-come, 
first-served.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCebOOk Page

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
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Be 

Safe!
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1Rustic Artisanal Breads & Pizza Slices • Dinners To Go!

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!
Spinach Potato & Cheese

Or broccoli, Potato & Cheese
with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Call to order appetizerS & dinnerS to go!
All your favorites for the holidays: Cookie trays,
pies, Breads, Cakes, pastries and so much more!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

Serving BreakfaSt, lunCh & dinner

takeout Catering 
for new YearS!
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Merry Christmas and
Happy & Healthy

New Year to all my 
wonderful 
customers, 

family & friends!

BOS Seeks Influence in School Guard Process
By Jack Lakowsky

Though fronting just 10% of the cost, the 
Marlborough Board of Selectmen wants a say 
in any changes made to the incoming armed 
school resource officer (SRO) at Marlborough 
Elementary School. 

Superintendent of Schools Holly Hageman 
told the Marlborough school board that both 
it and the selectboard must agree on changes 
made to the guard’s job description or work du-
ties. 

The selectboard, in a 3-1 vote earlier this 
month, said the town would pay for 10% of 
the guard’s cost, with the vast majority on 
the school’s tab. The SRO’s estimated cost is 
$104,000 for a full school year.

Despite footing most of the bill – Hage-
man dismissed the idea that it constitutes cost-
sharing – the superintendent said she’s “very 
pleased we’ll have an SRO.” 

School board chair Wes Skorski previously 
told the Rivereast he’s also happy to see the 
guard process moving. (Skorski was absent 
from the Dec. 15 school board meeting). 

Hageman said the local constable chief is 
confident “several people out there are certified 

for an interested in the position.”
Discussing the selectboard’s influence, 

school board member Sue Stolfi asked what 
would happen if the school board voted against 
the proposed agreement with the town. 

Hageman said then the school simply 
wouldn’t get the guard. 

“There isn’t room for negotiation,” said 
Hageman, explaining that because the town 
feels “many many” parents voiced support for 
adding an armed guard to MES grounds, they’ll 
also support the necessary jump in the school 
system’s upcoming 2023-24 budget.

Hageman said she’ll say clearly the guard is a 
major driver in any increase. But in the end, she 
added, “the budget still has to pass with voters.”

The town’s plan is something of an outlier, 
according to information Hageman provided. 

Reading a survey the state conducted, Hage-
man learned in a sample of around 60 school 
districts, a majority of school guards are funded 
by their towns, with 12 funded totally by the 
district itself and fewer than five splitting the 
cost. 

Selectman Betty O’Brien, who originally 

wanted the school to pay the whole bill, said 
if those 12 are doing it “then it must be work-
ing out really well, I assume.” O’Brien said she 
wanted the school to pay because the town has 
significant incoming costs. 

O’Brien said, “I really believe the people will 
pass your [the school board’s] budget.” O’Brien 
also said she would like to send the question 
to the Board of Finance and “let them move 
things around” if they wanted, an idea Bour-
beau quicky iced. 

Selectman Joe Asklar advocated for a 50/50 
split with the school, saying public safety is 
very much a duty of the town’s, that the cost 
will come out of taxpayer pockets regardless of 
where the item’s listed, adding the board was 
“debating a null point.” 

When O’Brien asked Hageman if she was 
happy with the decision, Hageman said she was 

“just glad we have an SRO.” 
Board members also questioned language on 

the SRO’s role in disciplining students. 
Board member Angela Colantonio said she 

was confused by the agreement’s language on 
response to student misbehavior, a “graduated” 
response that ends in “reaching out to the SRO.”

Colantonio said the SRO should not be used 
for student discipline, that she “hears things 
happen” in other districts about teachers jump-
ing to an SRO when students do things they 
shouldn’t. 

Hageman said the SRO in certain situations 
can “assist” and intervene with students and 
teachers. 

Hageman attempted to allay worries, say-
ing officers are clear about “what the job is and 
what it isn’t.”  

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, Dec. 26: Senior center closed in 
observance of Christmas. 

Tuesday, Dec. 27: Transportation, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Grocery Shopping, 8:30 a.m.-noon; Quill-
ing, 9 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28: Assistance, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-
Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: 
grape juice, pepperoni pizza, marinated vegeta-
ble salad, fresh fruit; setback, 1-4 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 29: Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 
a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: orange 
juice, boneless pork chop with apples and on-
ions, cornbread stuffing, parslied carrots, egg-
nog and cookie; setback or card game of your 
choice, 1-3 p.m.; PD Exercise with Anne, 3-4 
p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 30: 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; 
Assistance, 10 a.m.-noon; Commission on Ag-

ing meeting, 11 a.m. at Town Hall; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Menu: cheese and beef raviolis 
with marinara sauce, California-blend vegeta-
bles, garlic knot, fresh fruit; Cards, 1-4 p.m. 

Congregate Meals: All meals are served 
with milk, bread and margarine. Suggested do-
nation: $3 or what you can afford.

Transportation: Available Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Transportation available 
to the senior center, shopping, and medical and 
non-medical appointments. A 36-hour advance 
registration is required. Masks are also required, 
as well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
The food bank is open to qualified residents in 
need of food. Transportation for seniors and/or 
physically challenged individuals is available; 
call the senior center if you need a ride.

Weather-Related Closings/Late Open-
ings: In instances of inclement weather, tune to 
WFSB-TV 3 or NBC Connecticut for the latest.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203.

Youth Programs: Netto Indoor Soccer: In-
door soccer for fifth- and sixth-graders. Games 
will begin week of Jan. 9, and will be played 
after school on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
Marlborough Elementary School. Games will 
conclude at 4:30 p.m. Fee for this program is 
$75 and participants will receive a T-shirt. 

Sparkling Spinners: Tuesdays, Jan. 3-March 
15, 4:15-4:55 p.m., for ages 3-5. This is a pre-
ballet, creative movement class, held at Dance 
Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is $150.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class: Thursdays, 
Jan. 5-March 16, 5:15-5:45 p.m., or Saturdays, 
Jan. 7-March 18, 9-9:30 a.m., for ages 2-3 with 
caregiver. Children will be introduced to basic 
dance moves, work on their motor skills, and 
develop a sense of music. Class held at Dance 
Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is $130.

Hip Hop/Jazz: For ages 9-11. Thursdays, 
6:45-7:30 p.m., from Jan. 5-Feb. 16. Class held 
at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee 
is $129.

Funky Tumblers: For ages 4-7. Saturdays, 
Jan. 7-March 14, 11:15 a.m.-noon. This is a ba-
sic tumbling and hip-hop class, held at Dance 
Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is $146.

Lego: Winter Wonderland Engineering: 

For grades K-4. Tuesdays, Jan. 17-Feb. 28, 
3:15-4:445 p.m., at MES. Fee: $120/resident, 
$125/non-resident. 

Acrylic Landscape Painting: For grades 1 
and 2. Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m., Feb. 1-29, at 
MES. All materials are provided. Students are 
encouraged to bring a snack. Fee is $90/resi-
dents, $95/non-residents. 

Adult Programs: Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at MES. Cost is a $10 drop-in fee 
each week.

Adult Tap: For ages 18 and up. Tuesdays, 
Jan. 5-March 16, 8-8:45 p.m., at Dance Dynam-
ics in Hebron. Registration fee is $180.

Self-Defense: For ages 16 and up. Thurs-
days, Jan. 5-Feb. 9, 7-7:45 p.m., at Champions 
Karate in Colchester. Registration fee is $80.00.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week to drop-in. 
Session runs through June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES, for ages 18 and up. Fee: $5 per 
week. Session runs through March.

Dog Obedience – Polite Dog Manners: 
Tuesdays, Feb. 7-March 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. These are begin-
ner-level classes for dogs 5 months and older. 
Fee: $120/resident, $125/non-resident. 

Trips: New York Rangers vs. New Jersey 
Devils: Saturday, Jan. 7, 1 p.m., at the Pruden-
tial Center. Trip includes charter bus, tickets to 
the game (lower bowl seating). Registration fee 
is $235. Bus leaves from Glastonbury Park and 
Ride.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday worship services at Marlborough 

Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ, located at 35 S. Main St., are at 10 a.m. 
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery; however, children are 
always welcome at the worship service.

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by 
Pastor Bob Faulhaber and meets Thursdays at 
10:30 a.m. upstairs in the lounge. All are wel-
come.

AA meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, one at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight service, with 
the Chancel Choir and Holy Communion, will 
be held in the sanctuary at 9 p.m. The anthem 
“O Holy Night” will be sung by soloist the Rev. 
Bob Faulhaber.

Sunday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day worship 
service is at 10 a.m.  The service will be led by 

Faulhaber and, after 20 years of service, it will 
be his last Sunday serving as the church’s set-
tled pastor. The Rev. Val Seaver begins serving 
the church as its settled pastor starting Jan. 1.

Sunday, Jan. 1: Holy Communion will be 
served, with worship led by Seaver. Commu-
nion is open to all, regardless of church affilia-
tion, including children, with parental guidance. 
The bread used is gluten-free.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Closed until 
Feb. 3, to set up for late winter and spring sell-
ing. Donations will be accepted in January; call 
the church office to make arrangements.  The 
shop also sells items year-round through eBay 
at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more infor-
mation on the church or its programs, call the 
church office at 860-295-9050.

Town Office
Holiday Closing

The offices of Marlborough Town Hall, Se-
nior Center and Public Works Department will 
be closed Monday, Dec. 26 for the Christmas 
Holiday.

Marlborough Historical 
Society Calendars

Marlborough Historical Society 2023 cal-
endars are now available. This year’s theme is 
‘Historic Newspaper Articles.’ 

Cost is $20 and can be purchased online 
at www.marlboroughhistory.org/store.

Historical Society 
Calendars Available

Marlborough Historical Society has an-
nounced 2023 calendars are now available. 
This year’s theme is ‘Historic Newspaper 
Articles.’ 

The cost is $20 and can be purchased on-
line at www.marlboroughhistory.org/store 
or by mail at MHS, P.O. Box 351, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447. All proceeds go to support 
preservation initiatives and upcoming events 
by the Marlborough Historical Society. 

New Year’s Eve 
Celebration 

All are invited to a New Year’s Eve Open House 
at the Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., 
from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 31, weather permit-
ting. Feel free to brink a snack and a drink. 

All are welcome.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Let Hebron Travel
plan next year’s 

memorable
experience.

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.comToll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com
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Warm wishes to you and 
your family during this 

holiday season.

SINCE 
1994

RE6-11-21
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

State Names MES a
‘School of Distinction’

By Jack Lakowsky
Earlier this month, the state Department 

of Education named Marlborough Elemen-
tary School (MES) a “School of Distinction,” 
after hard-working students achieved high 
growth in math skills.

“There is no doubt that this is directly due 
to the exceptional and dedicated work of our 
students, teachers, staff, and administration 
with the support of our wonderful families 
and the Marlborough community,” the school 
said in a post to its website. 

“For our students to have achieved im-
proved results compared to pre-pandemic 
performance and growth is remarkable and 
provides us all with a confident sense that we 
are on a great path.”

In an email to the Rivereast, Superinten-
dent of Schools Holly Hageman said she is 
proud of the elementary school’s high growth 
in math, and that MES staff, as the school 
emerged from the pandemic years, “care-
fully mapped out mathematical content and 
analyzed the math progress of each student,” 

adjusting instruction as each learner needed. 
Hageman said the efforts of students 

also contributed to the school’s “important 
growth.”

The school’s score, Hageman said, was 
higher than pre-pandemic results. 

“Thoughtful and caring educators, mo-
tivated learners, supportive families, and a 
devoted Board of Education and community 
are the ingredients for this positive outcome,” 
wrote Hageman. 

MES Principal Dan White said this specific 
award is “a new one for us” – though it’s not 
the school’s first award. 

“This [award] was definitely a team effort,” 
said White. 

MES Vice Principal Kim Kelly said the 
award’s the result of a “focused and dedicat-
ed” school district and is a fantastic opportu-
nity to recognize student achievement. 

Kelley told the local school board in a 
meeting last week, “This is a really big cel-
ebration for us.”

 Santa’s Elves… Dave Pratt and Leanne Essinger, of Marlborough Food Bank, 
recently picked up 100 holiday meals from Will Malkasian of Sadler’s

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Thomas J. Sas, John McKaig is deacon emeri-
tus and the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. 
The church office can be reached at 860-295-
0001; hours are Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. People are asked to call before head-
ing over or connect via the phone or email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

COVID-19 Protocol: For the fully vacci-
nated, masks are not required. For the unvac-
cinated, masks continue to be encouraged. Call 
the office for more information.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. 
Weekday Mass: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. 

Family Faith Formation: This is a new pro-
gram to focus on active faith formation within 
the family is underway for families of kinder-
garten through middle school students; registra-
tion is required on the church’s Faith Formation 
website and will close at the end of September. 

Confirmation Community: The church’s 
active 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation pro-

gram continues. Registration is required as well. 
Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 

from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank; you may 
also bring non-perishable food or household 
donations directly to the Marlborough Food 
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues on the 
last Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de 
Paul in Middletown. The Community Garden 
to benefit Marlborough Food Bank continues to 
supply fresh produce each week and volunteers 
are always welcome. Other scheduled service 
opportunities can be found on the church web-
site and are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on such programs as adult faith for-
mation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Colum-
bus or other ministries, call the office, visit the 
church website at www.stjfchurch.org, or look 
for the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher 
Roman Catholic Church).

Residents Sought to Serve
The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 

seeking residents who are interested in serv-
ing on the town’s various boards and commis-
sions. 

While applications are accepted at any time 
for all boards and commissions, the select-
men are providing notice and encouraging 
residents to apply to fill current vacancies on 
the following boards and commissions:

Economic Development Commission (two 
alternates); Conservation Commission (alter-
nate); Water Pollution Control Authority (two 
alternates); and Nature Trails and Sidewalks 
Commission (alternate). 

Those interested in applying can complete 

the application form at marlboroughct.net; 
the link for the form is at the bottom of the 
page on the left-hand side. 

In accordance with the town charter, and 
based on the current composition of the vari-
ous boards and commissions, party affilia-
tion or other qualifications may or may not 
be considered when appointments are made. 
People who are unaffiliated and those who 
belong to minor parties, as well as Democrats 
and Republicans, to apply.

Residents are welcome to attend any of the 
public board and commission meetings to 
learn more.

Resident Presents 
Capstone Project

Eastern Connecticut State University’s Eng-
lish department held its English Night celebra-
tion Dec. 8, and Marlborough resident Margaret 
Bielaczyc presented her capstone project.

Bielaczyc, a senior majoring in English, pre-
sented “Designing a Website to Help Students 
Study Scottish Drama.” Bielaczyc completed 
this project with the help of her faculty mentor, 
English professor Kenneth McNeil.
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 Holiday Donation… Marlborough Democratic Town Committee members, family 
and friends recently presented the Food Bank of Marlborough with a donation of 
$945. Dawn Tavolieri and Dave Pratt were present to accept the donation. To donate 
to the Food Bank, see more information at foodbankofmarlborough.wordpress.com/
donate. Pictured are, row 2, Nina Pakulis, Karen Pakulis-Paul, Pat Carroll, David 
Pratt; Row 1: Dawn Tavolieri, Aileen Vrooman, Anna Holden family, Dianne Dunn.

From the Superintendent’s Desk…
Back on Track – On the Rise – Supporting the Community
There is certainly much to celebrate at Marlborough Elementary School. Actually, every day 

is joyful in an elementary school, particularly one as special as MES. Children walk through 
the doors smiling, skipping, chatting and they transition beautifully into the caring communi-
ties of their classrooms. When you walk through the hallways, in and out of classrooms, like I 
have the honor and pleasure of doing, it is just amazing to see educators skillfully orchestrating 
the day, setting up young learners to think, engage in discussions, solve problems, as well as 
perform. The two-and-one-half years of pandemic schooling are in the rearview and the staff 
and students of MES have come roaring back!

Our school accountability “report card” for 2021-22 showed a higher overall score than 
the last time (pre-pandemic) the score was reported, and MES was recognized as a School of 
Distinction for growth in mathematics! In science, our students ranked 15th out of 182 schools 
on the Next Generation Science Assessment. There is no doubt that this is directly due to the 
exceptional and dedicated work of our students, teachers, staff, and administration with the 
support of our wonderful families. For our students to have achieved these results is remarkable 
and provides us all with a confident sense that we are certainly back on track.

In literacy, our staff has been deep in the work of the science of reading, transforming our 
methods of instruction to help ensure that all children have a secure foundation. This has been 
a big and essential lift that teachers have rallied around. We are grateful to have the support and 
guidance of the Board of Education so that we have the resources needed to help each child 
thrive.

The heartbeat of the school was palpable and on display through the lens of the recent holi-
day concerts. Well over 150 students performed in the Chorus and Symphonic Band in front of 
packed audiences. The performers were magnificent! Many staff members collaborated to pull 
all of the logistics together and it was simply superb.

And in this holiday season, it is heartwarming to see how the students, staff, families, and 
community members associated with MES are a hub of thoughtfulness and generosity through 
events like Stuffing the Cruiser for Toys for Tots, Holiday Sharing and the Holiday Bear Proj-
ect for students and families in need, Decorative Lanterns for the Marlborough Rehabilitation 
Center, Holiday Ornaments and Cards for the Marlborough Senior Center, and Connecticut 
Children’s Pajama Day.

MES is back on track, on the rise, and supporting the community. We look forward to great 
things ahead in 2023!

Holly Hageman
Marlborough Superintendent of Schools

 United States of Gingerbread… Marlborough Elementary School’s kindergarten 
classes are participating in a nationwide gingerbread man exchange. Each student 
decorated a gingerbread man with iconic Connecticut images. Then each gingerbread 
man was sent on their way with a letter containing information about Connecticut. 
In exchange, Marlborough Elementary School is receiving a gingerbread man and a 
letter with information about the sending state. The teachers in the picture are Karen 
Craig, Amy Farrior and Amy Cone.

Advertising, to potentially assist with a survey 
and with general public relations regarding the 
project. The board may consider employing the 
firm’s help at some point in the near future.

Following the brief presentation of the cost 
breakdown, the selectmen asked a few clarify-
ing questions.

Kasper said he wanted to know how much of 
the project design would be transferable to an 
alternative location if the Kinney Road option 
was not feasible. 

“Let’s say over time, this ends up going to 
a different site,” he said. “Are we starting all 
over?”

If a portion, or even substantial part of the 
plan could be transferred, that would potentially 
save the town a significant amount of money 
with additional design costs – if they did choose 
a new location.

Tierney said he was uncertain about the exact 
percentage of the design that could be re-used 
or transferred to a different site, but confirmed 
that “a lot of it would still be valid” and the 
“building is not going to change.”

Tiffany Thiele, a Democrat on the board, 
inquired into whether the funding for the cost 
design was in a specific line item in the budget. 

Tierney stated that the money was not cur-
rently in the spending plan.

“We would look to budget that money,” he 
said, adding that the funding would “have to be 
approved by the Board of Selectmen and then 
would go to the Board of Finance.”

Kinney Road residents have been the most 
vocal critics of the proposal, bringing up a 
variety of concerns. Perhaps most commonly 
brought up are fears of salt contamination that 
could result from the new storage area or from 
vehicle activity outside the facility. 

Kevin Tulimieri, a Kinney Road resident who 
has consistently opposed the project and sub-
mitted documents to the board to support his 
views, urged the selectmen to consider provid-
ing Kinney Road homes with public water.

“If you must put this facility in, you have to 
consider providing us with town water so that 
we can protect our homes, protect our lives and 
really our own health,” he said. 

Part of the debate over salt contamination 
intensified after William Warzecha, a retired 
hydrogeologist with the state Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection, wrote 
a letter in September highlighting his concerns 
with the project. 

Warzecha stated that the Kinney Road site is 
classified as “GA” by DEEP, meaning that it is 
suitable for drinking without treatment. Ideally, 
he’d recommend constructing a Public Works 
facility on a “GB” site, or an area that has im-
paired groundwater.

On Dec. 8, a week before the selectmen meet-
ing, Warzecha was invited to a Hebron Green 
Committee meeting to offer his insights. 

Board of Selectmen Chairman Daniel Larson 
was also in attendance at the meeting and par-
ticipated in the committee’s conversation with 
Warzecha.

Then, during the selectmen meeting, Larson 
reported that Warzecha did “verbally indicate 
that [the proposal] did seem workable.”

Warzecha told the committee that while he 
hasn’t reviewed the final plans and designs, the 
site at Kinney Road was not an ideal choice for 
the project.

“I think from an environmental planning 
standpoint, this is not a great location for a Pub-
lic Works facility,” he said. 

He emphasized that road salt is a “terrible 
problem” and “when it gets into ground water 
and pollutes people’s drinking water, it’s very 
difficult to resolve.”

Proponents of the new facility have argued 
that it will be built to newest and highest stan-
dards, which would eliminate the risk of con-
tamination. 

While Warzecha acknowledged that he pre-
dominately dealt with slightly older facilities 
during his career, he stated that regardless of the 
standards, the risk of contamination may hinge 
on good “housekeeping.”

Sometimes, whether it’s through sloppy ac-
tions or just an accident involving something 
spilling off a truck, contamination is seemingly 
“inevitable.” 

Warzecha has a brother-in-law who lives on 
Kinney Road, he shared, which is partially how 
he became involved with the subject.

He did offer a few measures that would make 
a new facility safer, including monitoring wells 
near the salt storage building. He also suggested 
that town water should be provided to at least a 
few of the houses closest to the site.

Warzecha, seemingly aware that his letter 
has circulated throughout the community, ex-
pressed that he wasn’t trying to interfere with 
the project.

“I’m confident you guys will figure this out,” 
he told the Hebron Green Committee.

The town is still waiting for an update from 
DEEP regarding its stance on potential contam-
ination at the facility. 

In a previous statement provided by the De-
partment of Public Health in consultation with 
DEEP, the department wrote that “given that the 
construction, maintenance and operations of the 
facility are conducted with best management 
practices, any chance of groundwater contami-
nation associated with the project would not be 
of significant concern to the departments.”

The town also provided written responses to 
numerous questions brought up by the commu-
nity in previous months. 

In one of its written responses, the town ad-
dressed fears over salt contamination.

“Storage and handling of salt will be within 
enclosed structures and performed on impervi-
ous surfaces,” the town wrote. “Storm water 
management systems will be designed to pre-
vent pollution by avoiding storm water coming 
in contact with other materials and providing 
impervious surfaces in these areas.”

At the selectmen meeting, additional con-
cerns were raised about the storm water treat-
ment pond.

Jean Tulimieri asked a question regarding the 
pond, leading to an exchange with Larson, who 
said he was unfamiliar with the details of the 
pond, and Tierney. 

“There is a pond on the property that’s go-
ing to take care of the parking lot surface wa-
ter,” Tierney said. “The structure that’s going to 
be proposed, that’s going to store the salt, has 
a drainage system underneath a rubber mem-
brane that goes into an oil water separator and 
then goes out and is discharged into the sanitary 
sewer – not into the groundwater, not into the 
wetlands.”

He added that there would be catch basins for 
the parking lot and that water ultimately goes 
to the pond. 

Tulimieri then asserted that parking lots still 
have salt and oil, which could then be released 
into the pond.

“So, there’s a chance that storm drain waste 
from impervious services would contain sodi-
um chloride that will be released into the wet-
lands – that is a possibility?” she asked.

Tierney said the possibility was the same as it 
would be when truck drives down a residential 
street with salt.

“Until they come up with another product, 
that’s the product of choice,” he said.

★ Officials Weigh Proceeding cont. from page 1
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Family Resource Center Winter Programs
The AHM Family Resource Center will of-

fer the following winter programs for young 
children and families starting in January. Regis-
tration is online at ahmyouth.org/programs-ser-
vices/family-resource-center. Financial aid is 
available for families who qualify; email Tressa 
Giordano for details at tressag@ahmyouth.org. 
For more information about any of these pro-
grams, visit www.ahmyouth.org, contact Becky 
Murray at 860-573-1260, or contact Laura 
Beeler at 860-228-0871 or laurab@ahmyouth.
org.

Play and Learn Groups: Thursdays, 10-
11:15 a.m., from Jan. 12-March 16, at Gilead 
Hill School in Hebron, for children age birth-5 
and adults. The program includes crafts, free 
play with materials in the Family Resource 
Center, (trucks, train table, play kitchen, puz-
zles, dress-up and more) circle time, snack, and 
information about parenting and child devel-
opment.  All enrolled families will be offered 
a free developmental screening for their child. 
Cost is $70/family for the 10-week session.  

First Steps in Music Class: Wednesdays 
starting Jan. 18, 9:30-10:15 a.m., at the AHM 
building, 25 Pendleton Drive, Hebron, for 

children age birth-5 and adults. Cost for the 
eight-week program is $125/family. This is an 
early childhood music program facilitated by a 
trained music teacher with singing, movement, 
rhythm and instruments. 

Fun with Dinosaurs: Mondays, Jan. 9-Feb. 
27, 9:30-10:30 a.m., for children ages 1 ½-5 
and adults. Younger siblings are welcome. 
There will be dinosaur activities, books, games 
and a snack. Cost is $45/family for the six-week 
session.

Parenting Workshop: Tuesdays, Jan. 17-
31, 7:30-8:30 p.m., via Zoom. Appropriate for 
parents with children of all ages. Topics to be 
covered include using encouragement, naming 
emotions, reasoning, involvement, communi-
cation and humor. Class participants will re-
ceive the book E.N.R.I.C.H. Your Relationship 
with Your Child by Dr. Debbie Kruenegel-Farr. 
Kruenegel-Farr is a parent coach, consultant, 
and educator with a Ph.D  in research, human 
development and family studies. She also pre-
viously worked in Hebron as the AHM Family 
Resource Center coordinator. This workshop is 
free but registration is required; to do so, email 
Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.org. 

Basketball Clinic, Pasta Luncheon
There will be a Holiday Break Basketball 

Clinic and Pasta Luncheon with the RHAM 
High School boys’ basketball team Thursday, 
Dec. 29, from 9-11:30 a.m., at the RHAM 
High School gym, for boys and girls in grades 
K-8. 

All skill levels are welcome. Children will 
have the opportunity to meet the players and 
coaches and participate in drills. There will 
be contests with prizes. Also, children will 
have a pasta lunch with the team and coaches, 

just like the team does the night before big 
games.

Cost is $25 per child, and each child will 
receive a ticket to get into the boys’ RHAM 
varsity

basketball game on Jan. 10 at 6:45 p.m. 
against Tolland.

To register and pay, email fraleighdon-
na3@gmail.com by Tuesday, Dec. 27, and a 
registration form and payment information 
will be emailed to you.

‘Welcome 2 Reality’
Social Media Presentations Planned 

Cocoa With a Cop

Welcome 2 Reality, a Connecticut-based 
company that provides a variety of services to 
children and families, will give two 45-minute 
presentations early next year that are designed 
to increase awareness and strengthen skills in 
responding to vulnerabilities of individuals re-
lated to social media, internet safety, and media 
literacy. 

The presentations are sponsored by AHM 
Youth & Family Services’ Coalition for a 
Healthy & Empowered Community.

Topics to be discussed include: internet 
safety, cyberbullying, media marketing and ad-
vertisement, music’s impact on values and be-
havior, and the desensitization of violence via 
video games. Risk factors associated with so-
cial media and technology will be identified and 
reasonable alternatives that can lessen people’s 
overexposure to these outlets will be provided.  

Parents and caregivers of children and teens 
are invited to attend. 

The first presentation, “Social Media and Our 
Youth,” will be Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2023, and will 
cover the benefits/drawbacks, interpretation, 
legal ramifications of social media and how to 
be responsible with social media. The second 
presentation, “Support for Parents and Caregiv-

ers, will be on Tuesday, Feb. 28, and will dis-
cuss strategies how to monitor technology use 
at home; giving structure and support with clear 
boundaries; giving access or freedom in incre-
ments. Parent concerns will be addressed on 
topics such as internet addiction, addictive tech-
nology (cell phone, fear of missing out – a.k.a. 
F.O.M.O.), video-gaming and overstimulation.

Each presentation will be from 7-8 p.m. via 
Zoom. There is no cost to attend but space is 
limited to 40 registrations. To register, email 
AHM Prevention Coordinator Jenn Boehler at 
jenniferb@ahmyouth.org. Note: if registrations 
do not exceed 15 people, the presentation will 
be canceled.   

For additional information, visit ahmyouth.
org/chec-coalition-committee.

BOE Talks Next Steps After Noose Incident
By Michael Sinkewicz

District leaders continue to formulate their 
response and strategy going forward follow-
ing the discovery of a noose in a locker room at 
RHAM High School last month. 

A 17-year-old teen was arrested and charged 
with placing a noose on property and second-
degree breach of peace in connection to the in-
cident. 

On Monday, the RHAM Board of Education 
held a wide-ranging meeting, where commu-
nity members and officials addressed the event 
and provided an update on the district’s poten-
tial next steps. 

The board listened to comments from con-
cerned citizens, as well as a brief presentation 
from Exec Mommy Group LLC (EMG), a di-
versity, equity and inclusion consulting firm.

In the immediate aftermath of the incident, 
local organizations, including the Windham/
Willimantic chapter of the NAACP, called for 
state and federal investigations, while urging 
the community to take the matter seriously.

“We’re sitting on a powder keg here and ev-
erybody is acting like it’s a joke,” Rodney Alex-
ander, the first vice president of the Windham/
Willimantic chapter, said following the arrest. 
“It’s time for the jokes to stop.”

Other groups, like Hebron’s Coalition on Di-
versity and Equity (CoDE) hosted a rally earlier 
this month to help combat hate in the commu-
nity.

At the beginning of the board’s meeting this 
week, one community member asserted that 
RHAM was being too “defensive” as it contin-
ues to receive feedback and suggestions.

“I am hoping RHAM will take this as a learn-
ing and teaching event,” said Joanne Hebert, 
who urged the district to “talk about things 
head-on in the social justice world.”

The RHAM school board had held its No-
vember meeting just days after the incident 
occurred. Leading up to this week’s meeting, 

the board, along with the broader community, 
had additional time to digest the events and be-
gin formulating both immediate and long-term 
strategies.  

Chairman Michael Morris offered assurances 
to the community that the incident was being 
“taken seriously,” and said numerous concerns 
have been voiced publicly regarding the situa-
tion. 

Morris also responded to specific concerns, 
including those made by community leaders 
who continue to closely monitor the district’s 
reaction. 

CoDE president Amy D’Amaddio previ-
ously stated that her group would be standing 
back and watching the school, emphasizing that 
“nothing will be swept under the rug.”

Morris said he felt the board, administrators 
and Superintendent of Schools Colin McNa-
mara are taking the right steps to ensure that the 
district’s response is properly executed.

“This is not a small task, but [the district] is 
committed to doing what’s necessary,” he said.  

McNamara, during his report to the board, 
said it’s been an “extremely challenging time 
for the RHAM community.”

Following the noose incident, he said, addi-
tional complaints and reports of other potential 
problems have increased at RHAM. While he 
didn’t detail what exactly those incidents were, 
he said they were expected as a result of the 
noose discovery. Those reports are being inves-
tigated and followed up on by district leader-
ship, who McNamara said have taken appropri-
ate action.

McNamara stated that the district is largely 
focused on a long-term response, which has in-
cluded meeting with a variety of local leaders, 
consultants and the Department of Education.

He said the district is committed to making 
the schools welcoming to every student, and 
that further engagement with the RHAM com-

munity is likely necessary in order to identify 
the areas of concern. 

To that end, McNamara introduced Joelle 
Murchison, the founder of EMG. He called 
Murchison a “valuable resource” who can “help 
navigate the challenges we’re facing.” 

During her remarks to the board, Murchison 
said the district has a “real opportunity to begin 
talking” and to “learn from each other.”

“The important piece is being deliberate 
about starting,” she said. 

Murchison said that as bad as the noose inci-
dent was, it also “created an opportunity.” That 
optimism, she said, can be utilized to enact 
change that some community members have 
claimed is long overdue. 

One of the crucial steps moving forward, 
Murchison said, is beginning meaningful dia-
log. She suggested that separate focus groups 
involving students, teachers and the larger 
school community would help create a space to 
decipher the issues.

Those groups would “get a better understand-
ing of what’s going on here” and then leaders 
could “use the information to help shape a plan 
to move forward.” 

Hopefully, people will learn from each other 
throughout that process.

The question, Murchison said, will be, “What 
are the deliberate actions we can take in this 
district?”

She continued by stating that there is not a 

“one size fits all” solution.
“It can’t happen overnight,” she said. “It 

doesn’t work that way. It takes time to unlearn 
what we’ve been taught.” 

By starting dialog and taking “one step at a 
time,” RHAM will be moving in a positive di-
rection, she said. 

Morris, at the end of the discussion, observed 
that he’s noticed some in the community are 
concerned about an overreaction to the noose 
incident, while there are also those fearful of 
the district underreacting. 

The board, which will need to navigate that 
line, did not vote or make any decisions about 
how the district should proceed moving for-
ward. 

Previously, town leaders involved in the 
meeting with the superintendent and the consul-
tant shared that they were encouraged with the 
progress being made so far.

Hebron Town Manager Andrew Tierney said 
he was “impressed” by the suggestions made by 
CoDE and the consultant.

Andover Town Administrator Eric Anderson 
also expressed confidence in the administration 
and the work being doing by the superintendent. 

“The school is going in the right direction 
with this and they handled the situation pretty 
well,” he said, adding that the school’s long-
term mission should be on how to “produce stu-
dents who are good students, who function well 
within society.”

Like
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continued remediation at two brownfields on 
Brownstone Avenue, work that has gone on 
since just before the pandemic. 

Curley said this money isn’t yet guaranteed. 
As a condition of receipt the town must have a 
dedicated developer. A previous attempt at find-
ing a private partner failed, with no developers 
responding to the town. 

“We learned a lot from that,” said Curley. 
“One thing [that discouraged firms] was the 
property wasn’t remediated.”

Now it nearly is, Curley said, with “clean fill” 
getting trucked in “as we speak.”

Curley had wanted to find a restaurant for the 
site. He stills wants one, but said in this next 
round the town will be more flexible. 

He said eventually the site will mean “long-
term revenue,” and will spark further develop-
ment. 

Another windfall to the town’s coffer came 
earlier this year, with the state committing 
$500,000 to fund repair of the defunct high 
school track, long in disuse and a topic of much 
discussion in town Facebook forums. 

Former town first selectman Susan Brans-
field, near the end of her 20-year tenure, brought 
in a granted-funded shelter diversion program, 
a way of helping people at immediate risk of 
losing their housing. In short order the program 
has grown, with a $440,000 boost in outside 
funding, the program will go until at least the 
end of next year. 

With the state’s investments and the arrival of 
new businesses like military contractor Birdon, 
Curley said Portland’s on the radar, and has a 
lot of “untapped potential,” a potential that will 
hopefully finally be tapped when the Brainerd 
Place project finishes. 

Curley said he expects good, visible, “verti-
cal” progress at Brainerd throughout next year. 

Another perennial topic Curley hopes to ex-
pedite next year: water. The town’s water ven-
dor, the Metropolitan District Commission, has 
spied prices in recent years, and the town is try-
ing to position itself to leave MDC when their 
shared contract ends in a few years. 

Portland wants to find its own water source. 
Curley said pursuing this work has taught him 
how to navigate the state’s labyrinthine red tape. 

“Sometimes you have to move within the 
system,” he said. “Things can’t always move as 
fast as we’d like.”

Now, state approvals and a contractor in 
hand, Curley expects test drilling of potential 
wells to move far ahead next year.
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AHM Youth & Family Services is hosting 
Cocoa With a Cop on Saturday, Jan. 7, from 
9-11 a.m., at the Marlborough Country Bakery, 
8 Independence Drive, Marlborough.

All are invited to come mingle with local of-
ficers, receive a stress-relieving police car, and 
get a free mug (while supplies last). 

This event is sponsored by AHM’s Coali-
tion for a Healthy & Empowered Community 
(CHEC) and paid for by the Drug-Free Com-
munities Grant. For more information, visit ah-
myouth.org/programs-services/prevention-pro-
grams and follow AHM CHEC on Facebook. 
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

 Wild Blue Yonder… Pictured is Keron Flannery of East Hampton in 4 Cliffs in 
Humarock Ma Hickum Air Force Base military reservation.

 Mission Trip Memories… Burton Jones of Andover and his wife Yvonne recently 
returned from a dental mission trip with the organization DDS International, where 
the two were part of a team that provided dental service and education to 450 people 
in need in the remote mountains of Esquipulas, Guatemala. 

 Rivereast at the Rio Grande… Bob and Martha Czarnecki of Colchester recently 
attended the Balloon Festival in Albuquerque, N.M.  A side trip was made to Rio 
Grande State Park.

 Beautiful Balloon… Colchester resident Diane Caron brought her Rivereast to the 
recent 50th Anniversary of the Hot Air Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, N.M. 
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

East Hampton
Dr. Leonard Abraham Jr.

Leonard Gladstone 
Abraham Jr. was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., on his 
mother Ruth’s birthday, 
March 3, 1926. Growing 
up with his younger sib-
lings Bill, Barbara, and 
Betty in Madison, N.J., 
Len sang in the church 
choir, competed in the 
high jump, built and flew 
model airplanes, and ex-
perimented with radios.

Partway through college at Cornell, Len 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1944, ultimately 
serving on Guam; he mustered out two+ years 
later as an electronics mate, 2nd class. Return-
ing from service, he went on to complete his 
undergraduate as well as graduate degrees in 
electrical engineering. It was at Cornell that 
Len met and married Jean Marian Glindmyer. 
He also continued his love of singing, this time 
in barbershop quartets.

During his Ph.D. thesis and throughout his 
career, his field of research was radio wave 
and microwave propagation and manipulation. 
While much of his work as a civilian contrac-
tor for the Department of Defense was, and re-
mains to this day, classified, we know he helped 
develop the Ultra-Low Frequency submarine 
communication system that is still in use today 
by the U.S. Navy.

Working first at the GE Labs in Schenectady, 
N.Y., in 1959, Len was recruited by the Depart-
ment of Defense to work for the GTE Sylvania 
Research Lab in Waltham, Mass. Commuting 
weekly for two years between New York and 

Marlborough
Joseph A. Concodello Sr.

Joseph A. Concodello 
Sr., 71, of Marlborough, 
beloved husband of 
Louise (Lagueux) Con-
codello, passed away 
peacefully early Satur-
day morning, Dec. 17, 
at Middlesex Hospital, 
surrounded by his lov-
ing family. Born Oct. 
15, 1951, in Hartford, he 
was the son of the late Ambrose J. and Anna 
(Bartholomew) Concodello. He attended South 
Catholic High school and graduated class of 
1969. 

Joe’s close cousin Frank Corona introduced 
Louise to him during a blind date and he mar-
ried the love of his life, Louise, on May 12, 
1973.

Following school, Joe instantly took interest 
in the construction trades, starting with a fami-
ly-owned construction company while building 
their new house in Marlborough and then with 
S. G Milazzo in 1980. He worked for S.G. Mila-
zzo for 34 years, retiring in 2014, most of which 
were as a foreman, where he was known for his 
quiet demeanor, likeability and unstoppable 
work ethic. He had the ability to not only be 
the leader, but to be able to work alongside with 
his crews all while developing lasting friend-
ships. On the weekends, he would always make 
time to help both Joey and Michael at their own 
houses, even while renovating his own.

He loved coaching MYAL baseball and bas-
ketball teams that his sons were on, most of 
which had first-place finishes every season, tak-
ing them to many state playoffs. His drive to 
help every player, not just his sons, develop into 
the best they could be was a true joy to watch, 
setting an example for all. He would even con-
duct baseball practices under the pavilion at 
Blish Park so as to not cancel a practice due to 
rain. Following his coaching career, he made 
sure to never miss any after-school or week-
end games throughout both Joey and Michael’s 
middle and high school sports careers, bringing 
his folding chair to sit closer to the action.

His favorite vacation spot was Misquamicut, 
R.I., during the early family years until more 
recently, in 2005, when he and Louise began 
vacationing with Royal Caribbean, eventually 
cruising 10 times in total, bringing the whole 
family and close friends whenever possible. 
They decided in 2020 to have a backyard pool 
oasis built to more easily enjoy the summer 

months with his wife, sons and granddaughters. 
His perfect evening included sitting in the hot 
tub with his wife, making a small fire in his 
chimenea and watching the Yankee game.

Besides his love for family and work, he 
faithfully watched the New York Yankees, New 
York Giants and UConn sports teams, celebrat-
ing each of their great championship runs over 
the past years. He could also be found lifting 
weights in his basement weight room while lis-
tening to the latest rap and hip-hop music, with 
the volume turned up loud shaking the ceiling, 
followed by making his protein shake. His love 
for their 350Z convertible was evident by the 
way he would wash, wax and polish the chrome 
rims every weekend. He always made time for 
Facebook, making it part of his daily routine 
during the more recent years. He would love 
sharing current events, town political news and 
commenting on important posts. He was always 
supportive of his wife’s daycare and the chil-
dren she helped raise through the years, loving 
some of them as much as family, attending their 
school and sporting events whenever possible.

Some of his proudest moments were in 2014 
and 2015 when both sons married. But his smile 
was never brighter than when he would hold his 
granddaughters in his arms in either his rock-
ing chair or recliner, at first feeding them their 
bottles and then later their favorites, push up 
popsicles and ice cream cones. He truly enjoyed 
just being present in their playroom, watching 
them learn to crawl and walk or just listening to 
his granddaughters play.

Besides his wife, Joe is survived by his son 
Joseph A. Jr. and his wife Veronica (Ojeda) 
Concodello of New Haven and youngest son 
Michael J. and his wife Meredith (Young) Con-
codello of Marlborough; a sister, Patricia John-
son of North Port, Fla.; and five granddaugh-
ters, Adeline (6), Aubrey (3), Alana (1), Sophia 
(3) and Scarlett (1). 

He was predeceased by a sister, Rose Marie 
Arbour. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 11 a.m., at St. John Fisher 
Church, 30 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough. 
Burial will be at the convenience of the family. 
Friends may call at the Mulryan Funeral Home, 
725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, on Monday, 
Dec. 26, from 4-6 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to Marlborough Food Bank, 3 Wil-
henger Drive, Marlborough, CT 06447. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

Massacusetts, he and his wife Jean and their 
four boys, Charles, Robert, Richard, and Roger, 
eventually moved to Lexington, Mass.

Len was active in the purebred dog world 
with basset hounds, a bloodhound and a beagle 
in both dog shows and field trialing. He served 
in many roles as a member of both the Pilgrim 
Basset Hound Club and Eastern Dog Club.

Six years after Jean’s passing in 1972, Len 
met and married Kathleen Sabourin, a Welles-
ley school teacher. They moved to Stow, Mass., 
while he finished his career at the Mitre Cor-
poration in Bedford, Mass. Once both retired, 
Len and Kathy moved to Belchertown, Mass., 
enjoying the unique blend of rural and univer-
sity access the area is known for. Len continued 
to sing in the church choir and stayed involved 
in the Eastern Dog Club.

Preceded in death by Kathy in 2013, Len 
moved to Loomis Village in South Hadley, 
Mass., and eventually into the Soldiers’ Home 
of Holyoke, from where he passed peacefully 
on Dec. 20, 2022.

He leaves behind his two sisters, Betty Dowd 
and Barbara Shrauner, and sister-in-law, Berta 
Abraham, sons Charles (Rhoda) Abraham, Rob-
ert (Janet) Abraham, Richard (Diane) Abraham, 
and Roger (Cynthia) Abraham, nine grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchildren with a ninth 
on the way, and many nieces and nephews.

It is worth noting that in his later years, de-
spite losing two wives to cancer, Len would of-
ten share that he was truly blessed to have loved 
and been loved by two exceptional women.

He will be missed by all who knew him.
In lieu of flowers, gifts can be made in Len’s 

memory at takethelead.org, a 501C3 organiza-
tion that assists professional dog handlers dur-
ing times of crisis.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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3TB 12/23, 12/30, 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The third installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2021 
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover 
on January 1, 2023. Payments must be postmarked, paid on 
line, or brought to Town Hall by February 1, 2023 to avoid an 
interest charge.  Interest will be charged starting February 2, 
2023 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% 
per month) from the due date of January 1st, with a minimum 
charge of $2 for each bill.  
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box 
outside Town Hall. Office hours in January are Monday 8:15 
pm – 7:00 pm, Tuesday and Thursday 8:15 am – 4:00 pm.  The 
office will be closed on Monday, January 16, 2023 in honor of 
Martin Luther King Day. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for 
updated office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any 
interest which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Eileen Curtin, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

TOWN OF PORTLAND
Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of 
Portland that the second installment of real estate and personal 
property taxes on the October 1, 2021 Grand List and the 
Supplemental motor vehicle taxes are due and payable on 
January 1, 2023..   
Taxes not paid in full on or before Monday, February 1, 2023 
become delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of one 
and one half (1 ½) per cent per month from due date (3%, if paid 
in February). Minimum interest charge is $2.00.
Quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and payable 
January 17, 2023. Payment not made in full on or before Febru-
ary 17, 2023 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from 
due date.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax. Please 
contact the Collector of Revenue if you do not have a bill. Tax 
information is available on the Town of Portland website www.
portlandct.org.
Online tax payments are accepted by visiting our website www.
portlandct.org and are subject to convenience fees.
Payments are accepted at the Collector of Revenue’s office, 33 
East Main Street, Portland, CT or by mail: Town of Portland Col-
lector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071.  We 
do have a drop box for after hour payments by the back door.
Office hours are as follows:
Monday, December 26, 2022: CLOSED
Monday, January 2, 2023: CLOSED New Year’s Eve
Monday, January 16, 2023 CLOSED Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue 3TB 12/23, 1/13, 1/27

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
LEGAL NOTICE

All persons liable to pay the January installment for Real Estate, 
Personal Property, Motor Vehicle and the Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle tax to the Town of Marlborough as levied on the October 
1, 2021 Grand List are hereby notified the taxes are due and 
payable on January 1, 2023 and will be delinquent February 
2, 2023. The mill rate for the Motor Vehicle and Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle tax on the 2021 Grand List is 32.46 and the Real 
Estate, Personal Property mill rate is 35.55 Delinquent bills 
shall be subject to interest of 18% per year (1.5% per Month). 
Minimum interest is $2.00 Tax payments may be paid at the 
Tax Collector’s Office, 26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT or 
by mail to Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447 
Checks are to be made out to the Town of Marlborough. The 
Tax Collector’s hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
8:30am to 4:30pm; Tuesday 8:30am to 7:00pm and Friday 
8:30am to 12noon. Tax payments can be paid on-line at www.
marlboroughct.net with a Master Card, Visa or ACH (automatic 
checking). A Drop Box to left of the main door to the Town Hall is 
available for payments as well as in the Tax Collectors office.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara C. Murray.
Tax Collector 3TB 12/23, 1/6, 1/27

TOWN OF HEBRON
Revenue Collection Department

Press Release
The Collector of Revenue for the Town of Hebron, Adrian Ma-
cLean, reminds taxpayers 2nd half Real Estate taxes are due, the 
payment stub for January 2023 was included with the original bill 
due back in June 2022.  Motor Vehicle Supplemental bills are also 
being mailed separately.  You may receive a Supplemental bill if 
you purchased a vehicle between October 1, 2021 and September 
30, 2022.  Bills are due without penalty by February 1, 2023.  
Payments received or postmarked February 2nd or later will 
be subject to interest of 3% (1.5% per month from January 1, 
2023).  If you would like to pay your bill online using a credit/debit 
card or directly from your checking account, visit www.hebronct.
com, the link is located by selecting Town Departments→Tax 
Collector→View & Pay Your Taxes. 
If you believe you should have received a bill or need a copy, 
please contact our office at 860-228-5971 x146.  Our office 
encourages any taxpayer to contact the office if you need to make 
payment arrangements, while we must abide by state statute we 
will make every effort to work with you.  
The Tax Office and Assessor’s Office does close Monday – Thurs-
day from 12:30 – 1:15 for lunch.  The Revenue Department would 
like to wish everyone a Happy and Safe New Year.

3TB 12/23, 1/6, 1/27

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold 
a regular meeting on January 4, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town 
Hall, Eaton Smith Council Chambers Room 107 and via ZOOM 
Virtual Meeting to consider the following:

PZC-22-010: Connecticut Water Company, Install well 
metering building. Map 10A/ Block 85/ Lot 5C

Ray Zatorski, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in the 
Land Use Office 860-267-7450. 2TB 12/23, 12/30

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER

ATTENTION COLCHESTER TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester taxpayers that 
Motor Vehicle & Personal Property tax bills on the Grand List of 
October 1, 2021, are due and payable on December 1, 2022, and 
become delinquent after January 2, 2023.  
If any tax due on December 1, 2022, is not paid on or before Janu-
ary 2, 2023, the tax installment shall be delinquent and interest at 
the rate of 18% per annum (1 ½ % per month) shall be charged 
dating back to the original due date of the bill. The minimum inter-
est charge for delinquent taxes is $2.00.
Avoid waiting in long lines by using our on-line feature, return your 
payment by mail or use our night drop box. If a receipt is desired, 
please send a self-addressed stamped envelope and two copies 
of the bill.  Mail postmarked (US Postal Service postmark only) on 
or before January 2, 2023, will be considered as having been paid 
on time.  Payments dropped in the town hall’s drop box after 
12:00 P.M.(NOON) on December 30, 2022, will be deemed as 
paid late.  Please note our holiday hours: 12/23/2022 CLOSING 
AT NOON; 12/26/2022 CLOSED; 12/30/2022 CLOSING AT NOON; 
1/2/2023 CLOSED – OPENED REGULAR HOURS ALL OTHER 
TIMES.  
Notice is also given to the Town of Colchester that the 2nd install-
ment of Real Estate & Motor Vehicle Supplemental Bills on the 
Grand List of October 1, 2021 are due and payable on January 1, 
2023 and become delinquent after February 1, 2023.
If any tax due on January 1, 2023, is not paid on or before February 
1, 2023, the tax installment shall be delinquent and interest at the 
rate of 18% per annum (1 ½ % per month) shall be charged dating 
back to the original due date of the bill. The minimum interest 
charge for delinquent taxes is $2.00.
Taxpayers who did not receive a bill should contact the Tax Office 
immediately.  Failure to receive a tax bill does not invalidate the 
tax or any interest charged should the tax become delinquent.  
Taxpayers may access tax bill information and pay on-line from the 
homepage of the Town of Colchester website at www.colchesterct.
gov and clicking the “View and Pay Tax Bills” link under Online 
Services – fees apply.
Avoid waiting in long lines by using our on-line feature, return your 
payment by mail or use our night drop box. If a receipt is desired, 
please send a self-addressed stamped envelope and two copies of 
the bill.  Mail postmarked (US Postal Service postmark only) on or 
before February 1, 2023, will be considered as having been paid on 
time.  Payments dropped in the town hall’s drop box after 4:30 
P.M.on February 1, 2023, will be will be deemed as paid late.  
Please make all checks payable to the Tax Collector. Mail pay-
ments to the Tax Office, 127 Norwich Avenue Colchester, CT, 
06415.  Questions concerning tax payments should be directed to 
the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.
Michele Wyatt, CCMC
Town of Colchester
Tax Collector 1TB 12/23

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the follow-
ing Public Hearing Thursday, January 5,2022 at 7:00 PM at 
Town Hall located at 26 North Main Street: 
APPLICATIONS
#Z-08-22- Austin HGB, LLC Bill Gjonbalaj (Applicant / Property 
Owner), Map 6 Block 28 Lots 4,5,6, 12 and #25 South Main 
Street Provide apartment housing by building (2) 48-unit build-
ings.
#Z-12-22- Amendment to Zoning Regulation Article 7A VCD, 
Article 8A DBIPZ. Cannabis Regulations (PERMITTING).
#Z-14-22- Amendment to Zoning Regulation Article 7A VCD, 
Article 8A DBIPZ. Cannabis Regulations (PROHIBITING)
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and writ-
ten testimony can be sent to the Building /Land Use Department 
at Town Hall ahead of the public hearing. 
Kevin Asklar, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB 12/23, 12/30

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

ATTENTION ALL TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of East 
Hampton that the taxes for the second installment of real estate, 
personal property, and supplemental motor vehicles levied 
on the Grand List of October 1, 2021 are due and payable on 
January 1, 2023. The last day on which to pay without penalty 
is February 1, 2023. Real estate and personal property taxes 
are based on a mill rate of 34.66 mills which equates to $34.66 
in taxes per $1,000 of net assessed value. Supplemental motor 
vehicle tax is based on the state capped mill rate of 32.46 
mills. The supplemental motor vehicle tax bills were mailed on 
December 9, 2022.
Late payments will be subject to interest penalty at the rate of 1 
½% per month or a fraction thereof, 18 % per annum, from the 
due date of the tax, as required by Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130, 
145 and 146.  Payments legibly postmarked by the USPS on or 
before February 1, 2023 are considered on time regardless of 
when they are received by the Tax Office. Payments received 
February 2, 2023 and later, including payments postmarked 
February 2, and later, are considered past due. The minimum in-
terest charge is $2 on each tax bill. A returned check fee is $20.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due. Failure to receive a tax bill does not 
exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes and interest 
charges should the tax become delinquent.  
Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton. Pay-
ments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. Pay online by visiting www.
easthamptonct.gov  Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 
pm and Friday 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.
Respectfully,
Kristy L. Merrifield, CCMC
Collector of Revenue

3TB 12/23, 1/6, 1/27

  TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zon-
ing Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, 
January 5, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room 
(2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT.  Public access 
through Zoom link A at www.portlandct.org to consider the 
following:
Application #22-12: 378 Cox Road. Request for an 11-lot 
subdivision on a property containing wetlands. Application 
of Tom Briggs. Property of Synnott Properties, LLC. Map 78, 
Lot 21. Zone RR/Forest Neighborhood Overlay Zone.
Application #22-15: 1401 Main Street. Proposed 2 lot re-
subdivision. Application and property of Cote Range LLC. 
Map 68, Lot 1. Zone R-25.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of 
these applications are available for review in the Portland 
Land Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 19th day of December 2022
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 12/23, 12/30

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the December 15, 2022 meeting, the following actions were 
taken:
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-10: 311 
Brownstone Ave. Request for a Special Permit Modification 
to change approved storage building to public bathrooms and 
welcome center with small studio living unit. Application and 
property of Dean and Darlene Soucy. Map 28, Lot 54. Zone 
B-3/Riverfront Overlay Zone.
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-13: 69 Marl-
borough Street (Main Street and Marlborough Street).  Request 
for Special Permit Modification.  Application and property of 
BRT DiMarco PTP, LLC.  Assessor’s Map 19, Lot 68.  Zone B-2.
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-14: 54 
Riverview Street.  Request for a Special Permit Modification to 
construct a 24,000 sq. ft. building with a 5,000 sq. ft. mezzanine 
office area.  Application of PDS Engineering & Construction. 
Property of Birdon Property LLC.  Map 3, Lot 8. Zone R-10.
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-11: 47 
Lower Main Street and adjacent town lot. Request for Site Plan 
Modification for 12,560 sq. ft. addition and new parking lot. 
Application and property of 47 Lower Main and The Town of 
Portland, LLC. Map 19, Lots 82 & 83. Zone I.
APPROVED: 236 Main Street. Request for TCVD approval for 
replacement siding and recommended by the TCVD design 
consultant. Application of Magee Companies and property 
of 236 Main Street Portland LLC. Map 28, Lot 30. Zone B-3/
TCVD.
Dated at Portland, CT. this 20th day of December 2022
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 12/23

Andover Board of Education
Budget Schedule 2023 
In Person & Via ZOOM

January 11 7:00 p.m. Regular Board of Ed Meeting – Overview 
of the State of School Affairs
January 18 7:00 p.m. Special Meeting/Budget Workshop (Spe-
cial Education, Curriculum, Proposed Initiative Changes)
January 25 7:00 p.m. Special Meeting/Budget Workshop (Sala-
ries, Insurance, Facilities Maintenance)
February 1 7:00 p.m. Public Input and Special Meeting/Budget 
Workshop
February 8 7:00 p.m. Regular Board of Ed Meeting – Expected 
Vote to Approve Budget
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87220610398?pwd=amFaOXZVMm
hVakVPamo0N0JvWkF0QT09
Meeting ID: 872 2061 0398
Passcode: 200920
One tap mobile, +16465588656, 87220610398# US (New 
York), +16469313860, 87220610398# US 2TB 12/23, 12/30

LEGALS

We have time  for 
our  loved ones.
Not the fl u.

GetMyFluShot.org

LEGALS
TOWN OF HEBRON

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a copy of the “Professional Agree-
ment” between the Regional School District No. 8 Board of 
Education and the Regional District No. 8 Administrators’ As-
sociation is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron, Connecticut.  The new contract is for the period July 1, 
2023, through June 30, 2026.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut this 21st day of December, 2022.

Carla A. Pomprowicz, Town Clerk
Town of Hebron1TB 12/23
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
E1

2-
23

-2
2

Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free Estimates •  Fully Insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled

in all phases of tree work!
Call us now and 

get the best price ever! 

860-303-6507

Senior citizen & military diScount R
E6

-5
-2

0LocaL Firewood For SaLe!

Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation
Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
E1

2-
2-

22

Happy Holidays!
RLFrancks@comcast.net

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

R
E5
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22

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Commercial & Residential Snow Plowing

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

R
E1

2-
9-

22

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard? Seasoned Firewood 
Available

RENTALS

Superintendents, 
Carpenters & Laborers
with experience in commercial, 

industrial, and institutional 
construction for a general 
contractor located in the 

Hartford area.
Full-time positions with

benefits and room for 
advancement.

Email resume and/or
qualifications to: 

employee150@yahoo.com

C
IT

5-
19

-2
2

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

REAL ESTATE

Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

Not your average CNA position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated CNA to join our team. Colebrook Village 
is a community of independent, assisted living, and 
memory care residents. It is a privilege to serve 
our residents and to work alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and want to be 
appreciated for the important work you do, reach out 
for details about this unique health care opportunity! 
401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Please call Kristina Pink: 860-801-1114

C
IT

9-
1-

22

Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Colebrook Village 
is a community of independent, assisted living, 
and memory care residents. It is a privilege to serve 
our residents and to work alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and want to be 
appreciated for the important work you do, reach out 
for details about this unique health care opportunity! 
401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Please call Kristina Pink: 860-801-1114

C
IT

9-
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22

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE12-23-22

Every flower that ever bloomed
had to go through a lot of dirt 

to get there.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
1-

26
-2
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

CDL Seasonal & Permanent
Full Time Heating Oil/Propane 

Delivery Drivers

REQUIREMENTS:
• Professional, clean cut, and drug free.
• Excellent communication skills required.
• Valid Driver’s License and good driving record a must. 
• Pre-employment drug screening and background check required
• Must be able to meet the requirements to possess a medical card

We offer highly competitive pay based on level of driving experience.
Email your resume to Abner@DanielsEnergy.com

or call us at 860-342-3778.

SIGN ON 
BONUS!!!

C
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Daniels Energy CT
LIC # S1 385517 REG # HOD.19

Daniels Propane LLC
LIC # S1 302857 REG # HOD.846

DANIELS ENERGY – PORTLAND, CT
We need “SEASONAL” and “FULL TIME PERMANENT” CDL 

drivers to be part of our Heating Oil and Propane Fleet! Our business 
is expanding and we need to expand our staff, so come join our Team!

Daniels Energy is a family-owned company looking to hire 
SEASONAL & FULL-TIME CDL DRIVERS with at least

one year experience transporting liquid product. The right candidate 
would need to possess either a Class A or B driver’s license and

have HazMat and Tanker endorsements at the minimum.

Senior Center Van Driver – P/T  $17/Hr.
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for a part-
time Senior Center Van Driver for Wednesday and Friday from 
8am to 12noon. This position is responsible for safely driving 
seniors and persons with disabilities to appointments and 
outings on an assigned schedule.   Valid Connecticut Driver’s 
License and Class A/B Public Service License with Endorse-
ment F is required. 
The full job description and employment application are avail-
able from the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall or online at www.
marlboroughct.net.  
Please submit an application and cover letter to: Marlborough 
Town Clerk, 26 North Main Street, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, 
CT 06447.  This position will remain open until filled.
The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

4TB 12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30

TOWN OF HEBRON
ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK 

The Town of Hebron is seeking an experienced administrative 
individual to serve as Assistant Town Clerk.  This position is 
responsible for performing a wide range of clerical and record 
keeping duties for the smooth and efficient operation of the 
Town Clerk’s Office.  Records and reports land records and 
vital statistics, issues licenses and permits; assists in the 
administration of elections; provides office administrative 
assistance to Town Clerk; and assumes responsibility of the 
office in the absence of the Town Clerk.  
Three years of office administrative experience is required.  
Certification as a Municipal Clerk is preferred.  This is a full-
time position with a starting salary range of $50,000 - $55,000 
DOE with a generous benefit package.
A detailed job description and application are available at 
the Office of the Hebron Town Manager, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron, Connecticut 06248, by calling (860) 228-5971 or at 
www.hebronct.com.
Applications and resumes will be received until Friday, Janu-
ary 20, 2023, at the above address. The Town of Hebron is an 
equal opportunity employer.

1TB 12/23

EMPLOYMENT

$$CASH PAID$$ FOR ANY 
TOYOTA. Other makes, run-
ning or not, crashed ok. Will 
take other makes and models. 
Free pick up. Call any time 203-
600-4431.

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF. Costume jewelry, pot-
tery, bottles, crocks, jugs, toys/
games, glassware, silver plated 
items, signs, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, bar items, tools, 
sterling coins, kitchenware, 
cookware, automotive, books, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
knives, hunting, fishing, military, 
Masonic, fire dept. and more. 
Donald Roy 860-874-8396.         

HOME-BASED OFFICE IN 
GLASTONBURY WITH RE-
GIONAL/NATIONAL CLI-
ENTELE SEEKS OFFICE/
MARKETING ASSISTANT. 
Primarily to maintain commu-
nications with existing busi-
ness accounts & national assn. 
members via digital media 
marketing, phone & correspon-
dence. Required: Good writ-
ing, speaking skills & be able 
to manage multiple projects. 
Great opportunity for improv-
ing hands-on business experi-
ences, performance marketing, 
creative communication skills, 
digital public relationships skills, 
growing business partnerships 
& retaining existing clients/
business partnerships. Experi-
ence with Business Facebook/
LinkedIn & WordPress a plus. 
Initial training: Mon. & Fridays 
2:45 to 5:30 PM, then hours will 
be flexible. Starting at $16/hr. 
- $21/hr., early January. Send 
resume/inquiries:: Jennifer@
Dangelosolutions.com

HELP WANTED: CASO’S 
HVAC, LLC, East Hampton, 
CT is now hiring Commercial & 
Residential HVAC Mechanics/
Technicians. B2 or S2 License 
Required. Must have at least 
5 years experience. We of-
fer competitive hourly wages. 
Please email resume to caso-
hvac@comcast.net or call 860-
267-5851.

MUSIC DIRECTOR FOR 
SPRING MUSICAL: Glaston-
bury Youth and Family Services 
is seeking candidates for the 
seasonal position of Musical 
Director for their spring musi-
cal. Will be responsible for 
teaching music from the pro-
duction to the cast by playing 
piano and use of prerecorded 
tracks.  Must be able to dem-
onstrate/coach proper vocal 
technique as it applies to musi-
cal numbers. $1250.00 stipend 
for 10 afterschool rehearsals 
March through beginning of 
May.  Email jason.stankowski@
glastonbury-ct.gov for details.

MY SCHOOL CHILD CARE 
CENTER AND PRESCHOOL 
now hiring Teacher Assistant 
and Teacher Aide.  One full time 
and one part time position avail-
able.  Must be 18 or older. Com-
petitive Salary.  Will train.  Call 
860-267-1397

PT COOK WANTED: Experi-
ence preferred. Please inquire 
within at Eggs Up Restaurant 
Rt.66 Portland, CT

GLASTONBURY CONDO 
RENTAL: Nice 1 bd condo on 
1st floor at Hale Farms, fully 
appl, 1 full bath. AC, open floor 
plan, lg rms w/lots of closet 
space, lg balcony, 750 SF, heat/
hot water incl, 2 pools.  NO 
Pets. $1400  Armand 860-810-
0550.

FOR RENT 2 BEDROOM: New 
Construction on Hebron Green. 
W/D hook up, Heat and Hot 
Water Included all new appli-
ances. Available Dec 1st.  Call 
860-214-2816
Cleaning Services

EMPLOYMENT
Like 

us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Email your Classified Line Ad to 
nancy@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY

❏	 $10.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury  
 Citizen;20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $9.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News  
 Bulletin;20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $18.00 per week combination rate, 20¢ for each additional  
 word for insertion in both the Citizen and the Bulletin.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

in The Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast News Bulletin
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
-7

-2
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR PAINTING
Exterior Painting / Carpentry
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
IT
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

TREE & LANDSCAPING

SNOW PLOWING 
& ICE CONTROL

— Commercial & Residential —
Servicing East Hampton, Marlborough, Hebron

— Free Estimates & Fully Insured —

Call or Text! 860-294-2864
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ACF 
Stump 

Grinding

R
E3
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
uCIT9-16-21

www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
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STARKEY HOME REMODEL-
ING - Call today for a free es-
timate on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, base-
ments, flooring (tile, hardwood, 
laminate & vinyl), painting/stain-
ing, insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/Insured. 
James 860-573-3597. 

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of 
the services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, Ce-
dar Closets, Custom stairs, 
Pocket doors, Interior and 
Exterior doors, Radiator cov-
ers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters 
or on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water dam-
age and rot repair of all kinds 
such as leaky roofs, doors, win-
dows or plumbing fixtures. We 
do complete repair of drywall 
and plaster. We also combat 
the entry of mice and more. Call 
Rene (860)643-0428

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS 
Handyman, painting, rotted 
wood. Junk and debris removal. 
Excavator, dump truck, septic. 
Fully licensed and insured. Ben 
Egri 860-712-6257 

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. Li-
censed and insured. All types 
of tile work, kitchens, baths. All 
work guaranteed. 16 years ex-
perience. Call 508-0893.

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinish-
ing. Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. Fin-
ish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTH-
ERS HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/operate info@broth-
ershomeimprovementct.com 
www.BrothersHomeImprov-
mentCT.com 860-432-5716, 
860-882-7672.

CABINET REFACING: Not an 
overpriced box store or fran-
chise. Local company, cabinet-
makers specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood products, 
custom work and counter tops. 
Deal with the owner. Wood’n 
Excellence, Inc. CP#0664648, 
860-345-2050

HOME REPAIR SERVICES: 
Carpentry, flooring, painting, 
plumbing and electrical and 
more! Jobs big or small, give 
Colin of KCM Properties a call. 
860-798-3260

GUTTER CLEANING, No mess 
- hand cleaned, rinsed, check 
drainage. Cleaning included 
with optional, reasonably priced 
LEAF STOP-R GUARDS. 
Clogged gutters = water dam-
age. Free estimates. Insured, 
Reg # HIC.0651707 Call/Text 
Marc anytime 860-498-2524

SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
E9

-1
6-

22

Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Mulch

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

Wayne’s
tree service, llc

Colchester, CT

860-883-3234 860-996-2729

FULLY 
INSURED

FREE
EStImatES

RE3-11-22waynestreeservicellc@comcast.net

For commercial work, call Wayne at: For residential work, call Ken at:

860.913.6203

Complete
Lawn Maintenance

Fully Licensed & Insured
HIC # 0661818

SPECIALIZING IN:
Scheduled Mowing

Landscaping Maintenance
Mulch Installations

Fall / Spring Clean-Ups
...and much more!
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Now 
Scheduling:

Fall Leaf Cleanups
Snow Removal / Salting

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES
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Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

R
E2

-2
5-

22

Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C

IT
3-

5-
20
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FLOOR SANDING AND RE-
FINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 
860-647-9261

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty Chimneys can 
burn! Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures peace 
of mind. Dust-free professional 
cleaning. Fully Insured. Call 
Dave, 860-267-8422

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAUL-
ING: Same day appointments 
available, cleanouts, base-
ments, garages, even the junk 
in the backyard. We can take as 
much or as little as you want. 
Mark 860-295-9692 or 860-
916-9577.

DUMP RUNS, CLEAN-OUTS, 
Brush. Reasonable, respon-
sive, courteous, conscientious. 
Angie’s listed. Glastonbury Sal-
vage LLC 860-280-6318.

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: All 
items removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We also 
remove sheds and hot tubs. 
Insured. Josh Langdon 48 hrs. 
Cleaning Services. 860-922-
4621

GUTTERS CLEANED. Lo-
cal, Reliable, Responsible and 
Prompt. Free estimates.  Best 
rates. Phone Thomas 860-267-
7515
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MARK'S
PAINTING

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Freshen Up for the New Year!

Since 1992

860-267-4125
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Energy Efficient Heat Pumps, Ducts or No Ducts, No Problem
They heat, they cool, with no fossil fuels! Take advantage of rebates, tax credits, & 0% 

Financing! Call today or Visit our Ductless & Heat Pump Showroom in Portland!
View our Mitsubishi & Bosch Product lines in full operation and  

talk to one of our experts.

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service
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THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 68 MORE AGENTS!Visit our website for a full list!carlguild.com

Chris Passera
860-657-6578

cmpassera64@gmail.com

Filipe Pereira
860-990-9103

filipe@wemanagect.com

Lea Poresky
860-368-9437

leaporesky@gmail.com

Caitlin Reilly
860-667-7436

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com

Barbara Royea
860-334-8714

barbaraloveshomes@gmail.com

Melana Silchuk
413-535-9643

melanasilchuk@icloud.com

Robin Tayles
860-367-3795

robinrealtor888@gmail.com

Gita Burzycki
860-682-2923

gitagrealestate@gmail.com

Emily Cyr
860-805-0451

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com

Lynn Gardiner
860-729-1215

lynngardiner5@gmail.com

Linda Martin
860-965-6345

lindamartinrealtor1@gmail.com

Wayne Martin
860-965-6325

waynemartinrealtor@gmail.com

Catherine McNarry
860-306-4436

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com

Bill Nelson
860-395-9139

william.m.nelson@comcast.net
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(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service
R
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When Was The Last Time You Cleaned Your Septic Tank?  

From our family to yours,From our family to yours,
let this be a safe & peacefullet this be a safe & peaceful

holiday season!holiday season!

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels
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RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels
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RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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Happy Happy 
Holidays!Holidays!

To all our customers,
employees, and vendors,

Wishing you the very best of the 
Season, now and in the future!

FOR SALE

CLEANING
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FIREWOOD FOR SALE - 
Quick delivery and we have 
plenty of it! $250 for full cord. 
Call Reggie or Ray 860-657-
8052, 860-952-4741.

FOR SALE: 2017 CHEVY 2500 
HD Z-71 4x4 All Star Addition. 
Very clean, well maintained, 
68,000 miles. $40,500 or Best 
Offer. Call 860-685-1487

FOR SALE: 2002 Ford  Explor-
er, 4,000 miles on tires, engine 
light on. $600.  860 510 9847.

FOR SALE: FULL SIZE AIR 
HOCKEY TABLE: Give the 
family the gift they really want! 
Sportscraft Turbo Hockey with 
air blower, strikers and pucks. 
Approx. 4’x7’. Currently as-
sembled. You remove from first 
floor. $295. Leave message at 
860-207-5900 and will return 
call promptly.

FIREWOOD: Sold in 1 or 2 
cord. Split and seasoned. $270 
a cord. Cavanna Farms 860-
659-1856

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street) 860-633-
4691.

FOR SALE: Older King Size 
headboard great shape $75, 
3 aluminum 2 gun, gun cases 
$25 each, Vinyl electric chair in 
good cond. Best Offer. Call 860-
295-9974

FOR SALE: Used All Terrain 
Power Wheelchair. With charg-
ing power cord. Reclines fully. 
$300
Please call 860-944-3283
Services

WOOD FLOORS- Questioning 
whether your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have existing 
surface finish deep cleaned, re-
vitalized, with a durable acrylic/
urethane floor finish.  The best 
alternative to the mess, ex-
pense of sanding. Vinyl  floors 
stripped/refinished. Experi-
enced, references, insured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli, 860-704-8486.

RIGHT CHOICE CLEANING 
SERVICE IN GLASTONBURY. 
Residential/Commercial. In-
sured and bonded. Over 23 
years of experience. Trust-
worthy, reliable, thorough with 
the same customers for over 
17 years. Great price. Free 
estimates. 860-997-6749, 860-
878-4050

PRISTINE CLEANING- No job 
too big or too small. Best prices 
in town. Carpet cleaning. 10+ 
years experience. Call 860-
278-9503. Licensed & Insured. 

SERVICES

• Tile & Grout
 Cleaning
• Pet Stain &
 Odor Removal

HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL

10% OFF
Cleaning Services

VALID UNTIL 1/1/2023

860-537-1594 • alsabsolutebest@gmaiI.com – Licensed & Insured

• Carpet Cleaning
• Furniture Cleaning
• Flood Cleanup
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SPECIALIZING IN


