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Local Author Captures 
River Valley’s Richness

 Ukrainian Scouting… Hebron Troop 1028 Scoutmaster Sam Izzarelli presented 
Hartford Area Plast Ukrainian Scoutmaster Maria Briggs with a Troop 1028 patch, 
and neckerchief woggles in the colors of the Ukrainian flag, at a recent Ukrainian 
Scouting ceremony in Hartford. See more about the ceremony on page 24.

By Jack Lakowsky
Ask Portland author and historian Alain 

Munkittrick what’s so interesting about the 
history of the Connecticut River Valley, which 
stretches from the Connecticut shore to the for-
ests of New Hampshire, and he’ll have a hard 
time choosing. 

“I would say everything is here,” Munkittrick 
told the Rivereast this week. 

It’s hard to argue the point – just about ev-
ery period of American architecture, industry, 
agriculture and cultural output can be identi-
fied and appreciated along the Connecticut’s 
banks, largely due to the waterway’s status as 
the region’s “superhighway of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, before [I]-91 or any other highways 
came in.”

Earlier this month Munkittrick, a Portland 
resident who cowrote a book on Middletown’s 
history, published the culmination of a three-
year project photographing and researching the 
Connecticut River region’s history. 

Of all the region’s fascinating history Munkit-
trick’s book, an entry in the recognizable Imag-
es of America series, focuses on exactly as the 
title says: Historic Houses of the Connecticut 
River Valley. 

The series’ publisher, Arcadia Publishing, 
usually focuses on hyperlocal projects, but 
gatekeepers made an exception and published 
Munkittrick’s regionally focused book. 

“There’s 400 years of history represented by 
the architecture up and down the Connecticut 
River,” from 1650 to 2020. 

As he researched, Munkittrick learned he 
could do “three of four” more similar books. 

“I thought at first it was going to be a chal-
lenge to find enough great houses.” Happily he 
proved himself incorrect, and to fit all the his-

tory, the publisher printed the book with 30% 
more pages than usual. 

“I’ll use the book as a starting point to explore 
some other places,” he said. “I really wanna get 
people excited…each house tells a little story.”

Though he hopes the book appeals to many 
people for many reasons, Munkittrick’s ideal 
reader is the curious sightseer who uses the 
book as a guide as they travel the valley, learn-
ing history and stories that may otherwise be 
lost. 

While a smaller member of the huge num-
ber of valley towns, Munkittrick’s cover comes 
right out of Portland. 

The photo is of Oscar Hedstrom and his wife 
at their Main Street home. Hedstrom is known 
as the “dean of motorcycle designs,” the brain 
behind “modern motorcycle design,” inventing 
hand throttles and carburetors, running one of 
the world’s most productive motorcycle facto-
ries in Springfield, Mass. 

New England’s varied architecture was built 
by magnates like Hedstrom, their opulence 
manifested in their massive estates. Munkittrick 
has a chapter on New England industry barons. 

The book is arranged thematically, rather 
than chronologically. Historic houses are 
grouped thematically to tell the stories of the 
valley’s development. For example, the chapter 
“River Makers” highlights the homes of sig-
nificant manufacturers, “River Gentry” features 
the great estates and gentlemen farms which 
changed the valley’s character in the 19th-
century, while “River Masters” is a peak at the 
homes of important artists, writers, scientists, 
and intellectuals.

New England’s industries operated alongside 

Church Welcomes First Woman Leader
By Jack Lakowsky

As they did when 20-year pastor the Rev. 
Bob Faulhaber retired, Marlborough Congre-
gational Church’s parishioners have gone above 
and beyond welcoming the church’s new pastor, 
the Rev. Valerie Fenton-Seaver. 

Fenton-Seaver is a local history-maker too. 
She is the 275-year-old church’s first ever wom-
an to stand at the pulpit and lead worshippers. 

She takes the place of former Faulhaber, who 
retired at the end of December. 

When Faulhaber first came on, Congrega-
tional Church faithful renovated the church’s 
parsonage, entirely redesigning his young son’s 
room. 

Two decades later and churchgoers still have 
the same selfless, welcoming spirit, redoing 
Fenton-Seaver’s office, painting, bringing in 
like-new donated furniture or buying pieces at 

tag sales, repainting and rearranging the office, 
which has more of a relaxing, serene artist’s 
studio vibe. The office’s bathroom is also being 
redone with donated materials, the pastor said. 

“The welcome, the love has been wonderful,” 
she said. 

The “celebrity” treatment isn’t going to her 
head, though.

This week Fenton-Seaver, who last year re-
tired after 35 years as an Eversource supervisor 
(a job, she said, that prepared her for anything), 
said she takes the work of guiding people’s spir-
ituality and souls as a serious task. 

In her first few weeks alone, Fenton-Seaver 
has already officiated at two funerals. She was 
an intern at the church for four years; she was 
originally a member of a church in East Had-
dam, and joined Marlborough not long before 

the pandemic began. 
She said, at a low point in her life, she felt 

called to ministry, but her views did not align 
with the religion she grew up in. Upon discov-
ering the United Church of Christ, she fell in 
love because UCC focuses on, well, love. 

“I felt at home,” she said. “I didn’t know God 
could just be love.”

Fenton-Seaver said she appreciates how UCC 
accommodates humanity, not impugning, but 
exploring and working through, doubts in their 
faith. 

“At the end of the day we can all believe in 
love,” she said. 

The pastor said she wants to keep her ser-
mons relatable and brief, working in current 
events in news, politics and science, an ode to 
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Quality Measures CMS Rating

 “From the initial phone call (in a panic to find a great place for our Mom’s new 
long-term needs) with Ashley of Admissions I knew we were in good hands. Upon 
arriving with my Mom’s belongings, the receptionist immediately jumped from her 
seat to assist me, every staff person I encountered made eye contact and greeted me. 
Even the lobby itself reflects love-so welcoming, comfortable, and always holiday 
decorated. The aides, nursing staff, kitchen staff all called my Mom by name, kept 
extra eyes on her when necessary, she was definitely cared for and safe. We could 
not have asked for more, especially at this time in her life. Even Mom’s roommates 
genuinely cared about her and made my Mom’s stay better. We thank this facility for 
its professionalism, dedication, attention and love above and beyond.”
 — Daughter of a Resident *per Google review

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531
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LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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4 Main Street, Hebron Center, CT

860-228-9451
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OUR TEAM OF EXPERIENCED SPECIALISTS
 Elaine Anselmo Kim Blais Indora Chaviaras Karen Coton Derek Dion Stephanie Hayber 

 William (Bill) Hulk Pat Lujan Ross LaBella
 Jody Macrina Charles Maric Ann Marie Meres Tania Tomoroga

Roderic “Mac” McCorrison, Broker, Owner

REAL = ACTUAL OR COMPLETE
ESTATE = PROPERTY

McCORRISON D.W. FISH 
=

A TEAM THAT GETS THE DEAL DONE!
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23Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have 
replacement 

batteries.

$10.00 OFF
Offer Ends 2/28/2023

WE MAKE KEYS & FOBS
for less than the dealer!

Don't 
lose your 
only key 
in the 
snow!
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Dinner Special!

Come join us Sunday for Playoff Football!
12 Wings with a pitcher of Bud Light for $26

✶ ✶ ✶ ONLY ON SUNDAY ✶ ✶ ✶

Come watch all the NFL Playoff Games 
Saturday & Sunday
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Lunch – happy hour – Dinner SpeciaLS
DownStairS Lounge – Drink SpeciaLS

Prime Rib Dinner
Special $35.00

Weekend of
1/27 & 1/28

15% OFF $60.00 
or more!

With this ad. Offer good till 2/7/23. Can’t be used for special events.

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester
860-531-9160 • www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Thurs. Fri. & Sat.

Radon Test Kits Available
January is Radon Awareness Month.  If you 

would like a free radon kit, the Chatham Health 
District has acquired a limited number of radon 
test kits from the Connecticut State Health De-
partment.

One test kit is available per residence for 
those living withing the district.  Once the test 
is complete, you will need to mail the kit in for 
analysis at no charge to you. The results will be 
sent to you and will not be public information. 

Test kits are available while supplies last; 
please only take one if you are committed to 
following the directions and mailing it out. 

If interested in a test kit, call 860-365-0884.

Tri-County Legion Baseball
Registration closes Jan. 31 for those inter-

ested in participating in tryouts for one of Tri-
County American Legion baseball program’s 
2023 summer teams. 

To be eligible, players must be between 
ages 13 and 19, and have a parent residing 
in Andover, Colchester, East Haddam, East 
Hampton, Hebron, Lebanon or Marlborough 
are eligible. Depending on interest, Tri-Coun-
ty is again preparing to enter teams at all four 
levels of American Legion baseball: 19U, 

17U, 15U and 13U.
Tryouts will begin on weekends in Febru-

ary at some nearby indoor facilities. The try-
out dates are available on the Tri-County Le-
gion website but age group schedules will be 
finalized and shared with registrants after the 
deadline.

Interested players should register at www.
tclegion.com or contact GM Len Lampugnale 
at Lampugnale@comcast.net or at 860-295-
0437 for more information.

Scholarships Available
for Area Students

Carl Guild and Associates has announced 
its community scholarship program for lo-
cal high school seniors entering college in 
the fall. 

There are six $1,000 scholarships given, 
one each in East Hampton, Portland, Col-
chester, East Haddam, Glastonbury and the 
RHAM district. There are no restrictions or 
qualifications; all resident seniors can apply.

Deadline for applications is April 1. Visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship for an ap-
plication, ask your school’s guidance coun-
selor for one.

DeCaprio Sworn into First Term 
On Jan. 4, state Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48) 

was sworn into his first year at the state legisla-
ture, with his family at his side. 

DeCaprio will be serving on the appropria-
tions, public health and transportation commit-
tees over the next two years. 

The 48th General Assembly District includes 
the towns of Bozrah, Colchester, Franklin, and 
part of Lebanon.

“There is good energy in the House Chamber 
this year, as many members seem pleased to be 
meeting in person again,” DeCaprio said. “I will 
do my best to keep everyone in Colchester and 

the other three towns updated, and if you have 
any questions or concerns, please reach out and 
let me know. I am here now to work on your be-
half, and this is a great honor for me to serve our 
community in this office. I would like to thank 
all the people of the 48th District for this op-
portunity to serve our community.”

For more information, and to sign up for 
email updates, visit www.RepDecaprio.com. 
DeCaprio is on Facebook, at www.facebook.
com/RepDecaprio.

The 2023 Connecticut Legislative Session 
started Jan. 4 and adjourns on June 7. 

 New state Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48) was recently sworn into his first year at the 
state legislature, with his wife Cathryn and daughter Kayla at his side.

Scholarships Available
Residents of Andover, East Hampton, He-

bron, Marlborough and Portland can apply for 
American Savings Foundation scholarships. 
These renewable scholarships can be used at 
a range of four-year colleges and universities, 
two-year colleges, and at accredited technical 
and vocational programs.

The foundation is accepting applications 
from high school seniors, college students and 
nontraditional adult students who will be en-
rolled for the 2023-24 academic year. Students 
can apply online at www.asfdn.org, and appli-
cations are due March 31. The website also has 
links to other area scholarship programs as well 
as resources for learning about financial aid.

“Because this scholarship is renewable, most 
of our scholars receive support for up to four 
years of college,” said Heather Hokunson, 
scholarship program officer for the American 
Savings Foundation. “Our goal is to help reduce 
some of the financial stress that can keep hard-
working students from achieving their dreams 

of a college education.”
In 2023, the Foundation expects to award a 

total of $815,000 in support to nearly 400 new 
and renewing scholars who will be studying 
in Connecticut and across the country. Appli-
cants must live in one of the 64 Connecticut 
towns served by American Savings Founda-
tion. Scholarships are awarded primarily based 
on financial need, with consideration given to 
academic performance, community involve-
ment, and other indications of a strong desire to 
achieve goals through education. Current high 
school seniors must be ranked in the top third 
of their graduating class or have a 2.5 GPA or 
higher. Current college students must be main-
taining a 2.5 GPA or higher.

For more information and to apply, students 
and parents can visit www.asfdn.org or call the 
foundation at 860-827-2556.

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional • Regional 

Standout Athletes
of the Week

 Bacon Academy junior Carson Brown 
was named an Athlete of the Week after 
finishing third in an invitational in Leba-
non. The Bobcats will host an invite next 
weekend when they welcome schools to 
Bacon Academy High School for the Matt 
Bishel Bobcat Classic on Feb. 4. 

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 

for the week of Jan. 16-22: 
Carson Brown - Bacon Academy High 

School (Wrestling): Brown placed third in 
the 152-pound bracket, defeating Matt Gish 
of Cromwell/Portland by decision (8-3) in the 
consolation match, at the Casey Yates Invita-
tional in Lebanon. Brown and the Bacon Acad-
emy wrestling team will next host the Matt 
Bishel Bobcat Classic, scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 4, at 9 a.m. The multi-school event is in its 
12th year and is named after Bishel, a former 
wrestler and graduate at the high school who 
passed away in 2011.   

Max Czarnecki - RHAM High School 
(Track): Czarnecki broke his own school re-
cord in the 55 meters, running a 6.72, at the East 
Coast Invitational in Providence, R.I. It was the 
second time in a matter of weeks that the senior 
sprinter had set a new mark in the event. Czar-
necki also teamed with Sam Fortin, Konrad 
Jadzinski and Cam Rhodes to break the school 
record in the 4x800 relay, running 8:33.25 to 
shatter the previous mark by 10 seconds. 

Evan LoPresti, Alex Rivard-Lentz, Robert 
Stanford, Alexander Urban (Track): LoPres-
ti, Rivard-Lentz, Stanford, and Urban combined 
for a third place finish in the 4x400 relay race 
at the Shoreline Coaches Invitational. The four-
some ran a time of 3:54.65, finishing ahead of 
eight other teams at the conference meet at the 
Floyd Athletic Center in New Haven. Next up 
for the Bellringers is the Shoreline Conference 
Indoor Track Championship at Hillhouse High 
School on Friday, Feb. 3, schedule to start at 
5:30 p.m.

Harrison Collins - Portland High School 
(Basketball): Collins scored 22 points as the 
Highlanders held off East Hampton 64-62 in 
overtime on Jan. 20. Portland relied on clutch 
free-throw shooting and a strong defense in the 
extra session to defeat a Bellringers team that 
entered PHS having won three of their previ-

ous four games. Collins, a senior, is the leading 
scorer for a Highlanders team that is currently 
8-4 and will next travel to Haddam-Killing-
worth for a game on Friday, Jan. 27 (7 p.m.).  

With questions or to nominate someone as a 
Standout Athlete of the Week, email joshhow-
ardsports@gmail.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
Here we are not even through January of the new year and I find my world (astrologically 

speaking) threatened by stargazers who would deprive me of my sign of the zodiac.  
It seems there is a contingent of mean-spirited astrologers out there who would strip me of 

my sign—the fiery and much-coveted Sagittarius—and consign me to some bogus 13th sign 
of the zodiac called Ophiuchus. This supposedly has something to do with a wobbly earth and 
changes in the alignment of the planets, though I am inclined to think it’s actually the work of 
malicious Virgos, who are well known for their blind envy.

My wife (b. July 20), a Cancer who barely escaped being reassigned to Gemini under the 
proposed shake-up, finds my new designation hilarious.

“Really?” she said after I broke the news. “Ophiuchus? Wasn’t that the name of the goofy 
little kid on ‘The Andy Griffith Show’ back in the 1960s?”

“Very funny,” I retorted. “I thought Cancers were supposed to be caring and nurturing. And 
besides, his name was Opie.”

She giggled. 
“There must be some mistake,” I complained. “I’m a model Sagittarian: freedom-loving, 

respected by all, enthusiastic, energetic, optimistic, gregarious, full of life…”
She appeared to be choking.
“Are you all right?” I asked. “I don’t really want to have to get up off the couch unless it’s 

a genuine emergency.” 
She nodded her head and waved a hand helplessly while continuing to make a gagging 

sound.
“And listen. I found this on the Internet about Sagittarians,” I added. ‘“People born under 

the sign of Sagittarius usually have a large and well-shaped skull, a high, broad forehead, a 
slender and well-formed figure. They stand high and walk high like a Centaur.’ I mean, this 
fits me to a T.”

She fell on the floor. 
Finally, between convulsions, she managed to squeak, “And what about Ophiuchus traits?”
“All wrong. Their element is water. My element is clearly fire.”
“Are you sure it’s not cheap beer?” she asked.
I ignored her. “It also says ‘the person will feel a soft corner for sick people.’ I can’t stand 

sick people.”
“That’s true,” she agreed. “You’re not very empathetic.”
“All they do is whine.”
“What else do they say about Opies?”
“Ophiuchus,” I corrected her. “Have some respect. Well, it says they are seekers of knowl-

edge and wisdom. That’s a bit more on the mark. Also that we like plaids and bright colors.”
“So do clowns,” she observed, bursting once again into uncontrollable giggles.
“You know,” I said sternly. “You should take this more seriously. This change could affect 

our entire relationship. I know this may come as a shock to you, but what if we’re no longer 
compatible?”

Have you ever seen anyone laugh so hard they drool on themselves? Then I realized she was 
trying to say something.

“What?” I said. “What is it?”
She tried again, but couldn’t get the words out. 
“Call an ambulance?” I guessed.
She shook her head. 
“Honey, I don’t know what you’re trying to tell me!”
She swallowed a couple of times and choked out, “I get the house!”
I had no idea Cancers were so mean.

Jim Hallas

Hey, parents of young kids: Have you in-
troduced them yet to the wonder that is your 
town public library? If not, next Saturday, 
Feb. 4, would be a great day to start.

On that day, public libraries throughout 
Connecticut – and across the country – will 
celebrate the 12th annual Take Your Child to 
the Library Day with free events and activities 
for children and families.

“Taking children to the library helps them 
develop a love of reading and learning,” said 
Ellen Paul, executive director of the Con-
necticut Library Consortium, the nonprofit 
organization that supports Take Your Child 
to the Library Day. “Choosing and checking 
out their own materials helps children learn 
independence and sharing. Library books and 
technology open access to the world and fuel 
children’s curiosity and passions. And library 
programs provide countless opportunities for 
learning, discovering, making friends, and 
having fun!”

Paul, before becoming executive director 
of the consortium was head of East Hampton 
Public Library for four years, added, “If you 
want your children to become thoughtful, en-
gaged citizens, start by bringing them to the 
library on Take Your Child to the Library Day 
or any day.”

In the Rivereast area, there are multiple 
programs taking place Feb. 4, to celebrate the 
day. They include: 

 Colchester: Cragin Memorial Library will 
have a 10:30 a.m. Race Car Storytime, and 
will also offer a Foodie Fun take-home kit. 
For details, call the library at 860-537-5752.

East Hampton Public Library: There will 
be crafts, face-painting, and other activities. 

For details, call the library at 860-267-6621.
 Marlborough: All are invited to Rich-

mond Memorial Library at 10 a.m. for a mag-
ic show with Matt Matthews Magic. There 
will also be storytime at 1 p.m. and drop-in 
activities and projects all day. Register for the 
magic show through the library website, rich-
mondlibrary.info.

 Portland Public Library: The library is 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of Paw Pa-
trol on Take Your Child to the Library Day 
with a scavenger hunt, games, and crafts. 
School-aged kids can meet Magnus, Port-
land’s own K9 police dog, and learn about his 
role on the police department during an 11 
a.m. program Registration required, at port-
landlibraryct.org.

Also, Andover Public Library will hold 
a belated celebration of Take Your Child to 
the Library Day on Saturday, Feb. 25, with a 
special winter storytime and craft. For details, 
call the library at 860-742-7428.

 Wondering what other area libraries might 
be doing? Give them a call and find out! To 
locate a library near you, visit takeyourchild-
tothelibrary.org/ct.

* * *
I was recently alerted to the passing of 

a longtime Marlborough resident who, 
while she was before my time, seems 
like she made quite an impact in town. 
Ethel Fowler passed away Jan. 4, at the age of 
95. Born in Marlborough in 1927, she lived 
here until moving to Niantic in 2003.

Ethel was heavily involved Marlborough. 
According to her obituary, she was Marl-
borough Town Clerk from 1976 until her re-

Ned Lamont & the Democrats
To the Editor:

The Democrats have “ruled” Connecticut for 
nearly three decades and what a mess they’ve 
made. Working-class men and women and 
small businesses have taken it on the chin!! 
Thousands of family-run businesses have closed 
shop thanks to the policies of Ned Lamont and 
the Democrats. Unfunded mandates, obtrusive 
code restrictions, and regulations have put a 
noose around the necks of the independent busi-
ness community.

Lamont’s Accomplishments: 
1) 50th worst state to open a business. Look 

it up!
2) # 1 in the country highest per capita tax 

liability.
3) #1 highest electricity rates in the country.

Snow
To the Editor:

There is something so fascinating about 
snow. Atmospheric alchemy – a mixture of wa-
ter, altitude and temperature working in harmo-
ny. Simply clear flakes that reflect the light to 
appear white. Layers of flakes. Frozen water in 
geometric precision. Imitated yet never dupli-
cated by man. Enhanced silence as the ground 
is transformed from drab to white. 

Ah, finally a hint of winter. I say, rather re-
freshing after all.

Alison Walck – East Hampton

Generous Outpouring
To the Editor:

The East Hampton Volunteer Fuel and Food 
Bank would like to thank the citizens of East 
Hampton for their generous outpouring of sup-
port during this past Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas season. Food and monetary donations 
came in record numbers. 

Food Bank hours are Monday and Thursday, 
9 a.m.-noon. Citizens of East Hampton are al-
lowed to come every two weeks if needed.

Debbie Markham – East Hampton

A Heartfelt Thank You
To the Editor:

The members of Zion Lutheran Church 
Grace Guild in Portland want to thank the local 
community for recently supporting our Home-
less Drive for Streetfire Ministries. Streetfire 
serves the less fortunate of central Connecticut 
in many different ways. Your thoughtfulness, 
caring and generosity helped us to make this 
event a huge success. 

We never imagined the enormous impact we 
made for so many of our local houseless peo-
ple. Your kindheartedness helped to make their 
Christmas holiday a lot warmer, brighter and 
merrier. Thank you again for helping us spread 
kindness to others in need.

 Sincerely,
 Donna Berndtson

 Grace Guild Member
Zion Lutheran Church

 Honoring Dr. King… Colchester celebrated the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. at Cragin Memorial Library on Jan. 21 with a community reading. Among the 
participants were, from left, Fire Chief Steve Hoffmann, Resident State Trooper 
Sgt. Zachary Cash, First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos, Colchester Senior Center 
representative Mary Ann Czaja, Colchester Federated Church Pastor the Rev. Lau-
ren Ostrout, Cragin Memorial Library Director Kate Byroade, Friends of Cragin 
Memorial Library President Noreen Bibee, and Rabbi Ken Alter of Congregation 
Ahavath Achim.
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Looking to partner with realtors
and management companies to help

with your projects. Call us today!

Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to 
myglasspane@gmail.com and 
get info and a ballpark price.
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Thermal Underwear, Socks,

Flannel Shirts, Face Masks, Hats, 
Gloves, Ice Grippers for Shoes, Winter 
Boots & much more to keep you warm.

Plenty of Cold
Weather Gear!
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QUONSET SURPLUS
Hrs. Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30

Portland 11/13 Pickering Street 860-342-0612

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
tirement in 1996, and had also served as the 
town’s tax collector from 1967 until 1975. 

In addition, Ethel was a founder and the 
first president of the Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter, a member of the Hartford County Town 
Clerks Association, and a former member 
and vice chairman of the Marlborough Re-
publican Town Committee. 

Fellow Marlborough Republican, and for-
mer town first selectman, Cathi Gaudinski 
spoke with me about Ethel earlier this week, 
and remembered her fondly. She recalled 
Ethel was one of the first people she met 
when she and her husband moved to town in 
1985.

“She was warm and welcoming to us, and 
it made us feel as Marlborough was the right 
choice to build our home and raise our fam-
ily,” Cathi said. 

She said that Ethel also encouraged Cathi 
to get involved with the Republican Town 
Committee, as well as local boards and com-

missions. “Her demeanor and encouragement 
made it easy to get involved in town as new-
comers,” Cathi shared.

Cathi grew up west of the river, so she en-
joyed hearing Ethel’s stories about growing 
up in Marlborough “when it was much small-
er in population and amenities.”

“She loved the town and history was im-
portant to her,” Cathi recalled.

And, Cathi remembered, Ethel was very 
good in her job.

“As town clerk, she paid attention to every 
detail, was very professional in her position 
and was not reluctant to stand her ground 
when need be,” Cathi said.

It sounds like Ethel was a wonderful lady, 
and I’m sure many in town will miss her.

To leave an online condolence for Ethel’s 
family, visit www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.
com.

* * *
See you next week.

Davos 2023
To the Editor:

After a two-year hiatus, our mostly unelected 
and unaccountable rulers met in Davos, Swit-
zerland, at the World Economic Forum’s an-
nual conference. In attendance were the heads 
of industry, banking, pharma, media, technol-
ogy, the military, and over 100 world leaders 
(presidents and prime ministers). While some 
dismiss concerns about this as “paranoid con-
spiracy theorizing,” you have to wonder what 
exactly is happening when you see such a cozy 
and orchestrated relationship between business 
and governments...the collusion of the two re-
sulting in fascism.

While much of what happens at Davos occurs 
behind the scenes, we do know that thousands 
of the world’s elite arrived on their own private 
jets and spent a week in the lap of luxury while 
scheming how to convince us all that we peas-
ants are killing the planet with our gas stoves 
and hamburgers. The conference employed 
thousands of Swiss military for security as well 
as importing high-end prostitutes from all over 
Europe to keep the attendees comfortable and 
satisfied.

Biden’s climate envoy, John Kerry, banged 

Colchester Together
To the Editor:

Over the last week, I’ve been honored by the 
positive response from fellow residents who 
have reached out to me about my campaign 
for first selectman. I am inspired by the people 
from a variety of backgrounds and political be-
liefs who have said they are ready for change 
in Colchester. In the last week, I’ve talked to 
farmers and other business owners, parents, se-
niors, and other residents of town from a range 
of economic backgrounds.

I appreciate that I’ve heard not just from 
Democrats, but also Republicans, unaffiliated 
voters, and others. As several people have said: 
we do not need to solve the country’s problems 
here in Colchester. Instead, we need to put the 
focus back on community issues.

I have also heard that people are interested in 
more than just campaign promise laundry lists. 
They really are looking for leadership that will 
level with them and talk straight about the is-
sues. People say they feel a lack of trust with 
the town right now. We cannot tackle big ideas 
without trust.

I’m running because we deserve both trans-
parency and honesty from our first selectman.

One question I’ve been asked is if I will 
serve full-time if elected. The answer is ‘yes.’ 
While I love my job, I know Colchester Town 
Hall needs a full-time leader and the residents 
of Colchester deserve a first selectman whose 
attention is focused on them.

I am enjoying the opportunity to hear from 
neighbors around Colchester about how we can 
move forward together. If you would like to fol-

Reading to Honor MLK
To the Editor:

Colchester celebrated the legacy of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. at Cragin Memorial Library 
on Jan. 21 with a community reading. Readers 
for the event represented Cragin Memorial Li-
brary, Colchester Federated Church, Colchester 
Senior Center, State Police Troop K, Colchester 
Hayward Fire Department, Congregation Aha-
vath Achim, and the first selectman’s office. 

Dr. King Jr.’s work and words continue to 
serve as examples of strength, compassion, 
and a commitment to equality, justice, and in-
clusion. Dr. King Jr. exemplified the words 
“service to all.” Our community readers do the 
same, they have a commitment and focus of 
“service to all” in Colchester. 

We are proud to have started a new celebra-
tion in town. We look forward to more oppor-
tunities to connect and build a stronger sense 
of community and inclusion for all. The MLK 
event was organized by the first selectman’s 
office, the CORE Commission, and Cragin Li-
brary. 

Andreas Bisbikos, Shawn Pelletier 
and Kate Byroade

Two Sides to Story
To the Editor:

I am glad to see new voices joining the dis-
cussion on the proposed Public Works plan in 
Hebron. However, there are some important 
issues that need to be recognized. The Public 
Works information presented on the town’s 
website is only one side of the story, promot-
ing the benefits and ignoring the risks. Vital 
evidence recognizing the dangers of placing a 
public works facility at 17 Kinney Road is not 
presently available on the website. For many 
months information from documented and re-
spected sources has been submitted to the Board 
of Selectmen, town manager and other officials, 
yet it is being ignored. Shouldn’t the people of 
Hebron have all the information available?

The Environmental Review Team report of 
the Kinney Road site, dated June 2000, notes 
the fractured bedrock that feeds local wells 
and the high risk of contamination spreading 
throughout the area, “greater fracture density 

Power
To the Editor:

When President Dwight Eisenhower spoke 
of a rise in “misplaced power” he could easily 
have been referring to think tanks and public 
relations firms. These organizations use clev-
erly worded sound bites and catch phrases that 
come from outside the realm of power, with no 
personal responsibility for their outcome. Basi-
cally, these are “people making policy that have 
zero accountability to the voter.” -Karen Kwi-
atkowski.

Mark Cuban’s philosophy on using PR firms? 
“Be your own best salesman. You should be 
able answer any and all questions accurately. If 
you are not fully versed on your own business, 
hiring a public relations firm won’t help. You 
will not know where your problems lie or how 
to direct the firm you are hiring.”

Hebron’s Board of Selectmen have consid-
ered hiring a PR firm to help educate residents 
on the plus side of putting industrial and munic-
ipal development on corn and hay fields, in the 
Raymond Brook Watershed. (17 Kinney Rd) 
Fields that are, surrounded by water, slanted 
towards acres of wetlands and up hill from the 
Raymond Brook Marsh and “the town’s future 
supply of drinking water.” (BOS agenda 1/5/23, 
Horton Property Purchase, 2/26/19)

Purchasing property only protects it when 

4) Promised to eliminate the income tax on 
Social Security benefits to seniors, many living 
on fixed incomes – one of only five states. De-
spicable, and he lied to us.

5) The boondoggle at New London Pier, 
Ned’s wind project – started at $93 million, has 
now ballooned to over $255 million, and now 
it’s been reported that the company running the 
job has ignored the bidding process and is giv-
ing itself millions in contracts – no oversight!! 
Now there is strong evidence that the “whis-
tling” of the wind units disorients whales and 
they are washing up on shore at an alarming 
rate – especially Humpbacks and Pilot whales. 
Tragic.

6) Has made Connecticut a M.A.G.A. state 
– Marijuana, Abortion, Gambling, Alcohol – 
maybe to raise more tax dollars. Prostitution 
and brothels are in our future?

7) Ned’s administration is once again in a 
special category – being one of four states that 
did not fully pay back the federal government 
for the COVID/unemployment loans that were 
made in 2020-21. So instead of using the $5 bil-
lion surplus Ned claims we have, he is making 
a “special assessment” to all businesses based 
on their payroll!!

More to come.
Don Denley – Andover

the drum of anthropomorphic climate change, 
repeating the decades-old “time is running out” 
mantra and took the opportunity to toot his own 
horn, saying that it’s an awesome responsibility 
to sit in a room surrounded by his fellow “select 
group of humans” and “talk about saving the 
planet”...calling it an “almost extra-terrestrial” 
responsibility.

Although the plotting of the elite to oppress 
the masses for their own benefit is nothing new, 
I’m glad to see him finally admit that they are 
acting more like alien invaders because the 
trans-humanist future that they are advocating 
for will forever alter homo sapiens into the Hu-
man 2.0 future they desire...a future of an aug-
mented, connectable and controllable humanity 
where your God-given inalienable rights are 
sacrificed for omnipresent surveillance and 
smart contracts.

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

low the campaign or get in touch with me, you 
can visit BernieForColchester.com or email me 
at bernie@bernieforcolchester.com.

Let’s talk about how we can work to bring 
Colchester together.

Bernie Dennler
Candidate for First Selectman

Colchester

also suggests increased permeability and faster 
rates of groundwater dispersal and also faster 
rates of dispersal of potential contaminants...”

A letter, dated December 2022, by the re-
spected hydrogeologist William Warzecha 
clearly states, “the town is using poor judgment 
in locating a public works facility on Kinney 
Road and the facility should not be built in that 
location.” Mr. Warzecha is a recognized ex-
pert on road salt contamination of ground wa-
ter, whose testimony is still being used by CT 
DEEP in legal proceedings.

On Jan. 12, 2023, the Hebron Historic Prop-
erties Commission received documentation on 
significant historical information linking the 17 
Kinney Rd. site to the most prominent figures 
in Hebron history. From pre-historic Native oc-
cupation to the Mohegan Sachem Attawanhood, 
from Governor John S. Peters to the emancipat-
ed slave Cesar Peters, this scenic landscape is a 
living time capsule and treasure trove of history.

For more information, please visit Kinney 
Road Matters on Facebook and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT12-29-22

Open 7 days a week noon to 11pm
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton

860.365.5238

The Dublin

For daily specials & upcoming events, visit us at
WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM

Beef & Seafood Company

Gift Cards 
Available

RE1-13-23

RATED TOP 10 RESTAURANTS!

The Area’s Best of Live Entertainment

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

FREE POOL
Mondays, Wednesdays

& Thursdays

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE1-27-2347 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL 
Package!

See all the games! 
Every Monday, 

Thursday & Sunday
Daily Lunch 

Specials $4.95 & up

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 1/27 “Robert J” Prime Rib Dinner

Friday, 2/3 “No Shame”
Friday, 2/10 “Who Asked Lisa”

$250,000
To the Editor:

As reported in last week’s Rivereast (see 
page 13), on Wednesday, Feb. 1, at 7 p.m., in 
the Marlborough Elementary School, there will 
be a public hearing and town meeting to ad-
dress a request for a special appropriation in the 
amount of $250,000.

This special appropriation was requested by 

we are conscientious and leave it unspoiled. It 
would be sadly ironic if the BOS used “mis-
placed power” to sell the Public on this idea 
of watershed development, only to ruin “the 
town’s future supply of drinking water” in the 
process. A better choice, for this fragile and his-
toric ecosystem, is putting it into Open Space 
and rebuilding our Public Works and municipal 

Andover Turns 175
To the Editor:

This May marks the 175th anniversary of 
Andover. A “dedication” will be held at the 
Gazebo on Thursday, May 18, Andover’s con-
firmed incorporation date with guest speakers, 
music and refreshments. Andover Elementary 
students will bury a time capsule and place a 
plaque at the site.

On Saturday, May 20, there will be a festi-
val at the elementary school featuring inflatable 
games and rides, food trucks, and more. Other 
events through May and June will include gar-
den tours, cemetery tours, Rail Trail hikes, and 
more. Detailed information can be found on 
Facebook at Andover CT 175th Anniversary as 
well as the Andover town website and Andover 
Support Network. As the date gets closer we 
will have brochures available online and at the 
town hall, library, and post office.

Our committee has relied solely on donations 
and selling t-shirts, ornaments, calendars, and 
cookbooks. You can still donate online on our 
175th Facebook page which provides a link 
to our Givebutter Fundraising platform (give-
butter.com/2UCJqO). If you prefer to write a 
check, please make it out to Andover CT 175th 
Anniversary Committee and mail it to Carol 

buildings at their present locations.
Beware of backwards information. Nuclear 

power is not a renewable source of energy and 
upland development, surrounded by wetlands, 
does not protect water that is already safe. 
#save17.

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

the Board of Selectmen. The funds would be 
applied towards a settlement for a long-time 
matter of litigation.

At the town meeting, members of the public 
will be afforded the opportunity to either ap-
prove or disapprove the request.

I would encourage you to attend this meet-
ing in order to learn more about this request and 
to then make an informed decision on how to 
vote on the matter. I will refrain from personally 
making any recommendation, but I do feel that 
it is important for the public to have a say when 
addressing a request of this magnitude.

Therefore, I hope to see you at the public 
hearing/town meeting on Feb. 1.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
Note: Hjulstrom is a member of the Marlbor-

ough Board of Finance, but said he is writing as 
an individual.

Stop in for 
Delicious Breakfast 

Specials!
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Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm

Gluten Free Menu AvailableRESTAURANT

COME GET YOUR TAKEOUT FOR LUNCH!
We now have picnic tables for outside dining!

Check our 
Facebook page 
for our weekend 

specials!!
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HEALTH CARE 
SERVICES

See Letters, page 26

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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ONLINE AND IN PERSON
Better Balance PT offers weekly 
exercise classes for brain health,

PD and movement wellness
for as low as $8/class.

Call today for times & locations:
860-380-0213

Thoughtful Growth
To the Editor:

Having lived in Hebron for almost 40 years, I 
have seen many changes. Where Burnt Hill Park 
is, was Strickland’s Chicken Farm. Diagonally 
across the street was Chuck Smith’s Beef Cattle 
Farm. At the entrance to Burnt Hill Park was 
a run-down rental property, the Peters House. 
The Hebron Historical Society saved it from be-
ing torn down. We have our town’s building de-
partment in another redone old house. The old 
high school and middle school were replaced 
by beautiful new ones. When the sewers went 
through town, we took most of the fill from that 
project, and filled and leveled the land that is 
now Veterans Memorial Park. Adding walking 
trails that run from the park to Loveland Road 
and the rear of the car wash. Our landfill (dump) 
became a transfer station.

We have progressed at a mindfully slow pace. 
John Horton Boulevard is the next step in that 
thoughtful growth. I am hopeful that once the 
road is continued through to Kinney Road, that 
historical markers would be installed. They 
would highlight things like Caesar Peters once 
resided here, and be made accessible to all, with 
walking paths and sidewalks.

The history of our town IS important, but it 
needs to be put in perspective. When I was in 
Ireland some years ago, there was a new build-
ing that halted construction, as a Viking village 
was unearthed during excavation. The local 
historians were given one month to salvage and 
remove anything they wanted to save before 
construction was resumed.

I am hopeful that the DPW project will move 
forward sooner rather than later, without any 
more artificial roadblocks! There are only so 
many Band-Aids that can be put on the old fa-
cility.

Todd Habicht – Hebron 

Deplorable
To the Editor:

In response to article “Town to Shell out 
$250,000 to Settle Lawsuit”: I am sure that 
many residents are curious to see what exactly 
we would be paying for. When this ordeal is 
settled, Amy Traversa should write a letter of 
apology to Mr. Foley for all the stress, pain and 
suffering she caused him.

Amy went to great extremes to set up obsta-
cles for Mr. Foley to get his FMLA. It appears 
Amy is an impaired leader who lacks empathy. 
After reading the 70-page “nightmare” (Foley 
vs. Town of Marl), Amy did everything in her 
power to interfere and put-up barriers. His ENT 
clearly provided the necessary cert along with 
recommendations. Amy continued to challenge 
that looking for anything to deny Mr. Foley’s 
his rightful leave. This is deplorable. This gen-
tleman was suffering from tinnitus. For anyone 
that has experienced “ringing in their ears,” 
come on, let’s be sympathetic to someone that 
suffers from this to the point of insomnia. At 
least Mr. Foley was not out operating heavy 
equipment. 

It is an embarrassment that this dirty laundry 
had to be aired out because it is now cheaper to 
pay him off. How much was spent in legal fees 
and how many hours did Amy spend trying to 
come up with barriers. Makes me also question, 
is this how the Town of Marlborough handles 
all FMLA requests or is this case unique? If this 
is the norm, it is time someone does a reform in 
the town hall. 

I support reimbursement for Mr. Foley. If 
Amy had done her job, we would not be here 
and the town could use the $250,000 in a more 
constructive way – like the library addition! 
The bottom line, his MD did the cert, he quali-
fied…..480 hours used, FMLA done.

Submitted,
Laura Gutt – Marlborough

Dedicated Students
To the Editor:

The Portland Parks & Recreation kindergar-
ten, first- and second-grade basketball program 
has kicked off in the new year. It is the first year 
in over 13 years that I will not be volunteering 
to run and coach the program. I just wanted to 
take a minute to recognize all the great high 
school students that volunteered over the years 
to make this program a truly great one. 

The students, many whom were players at 
their high school, would show up for six weeks 
from 7:45 a.m. to noon to help me instruct the 
young children. And the children looked up to 
them with admiration and improved over the 
years from their coaching. Most volunteered 
to meet school requirements but pretty much 
completed those requirements in the first year. 
However, they continued to help, several of 
them doing it from sixth grade until they were 
ready to graduate.

I was truly blessed to have high school stu-
dents willing to show up early in the morning 
on a Saturday week after week. I wish I could 
bottle whatever worked to make that happen so 
I could to give it to parents but there was no 
magic potion. It was just the dedication of the 
students. Parents of these kids, I want to let you 
know that I appreciated their help and the sup-
port you all gave to our basketball program. 
Please let your children know that I am saying 
“Thank you” again.

“Coach Ralph” Zampano
Portland

Chaos, Drama for Colchester
To the Editor:

I’m thrilled that the judge rejected all counts 
of the lawsuit filed by the chair and vice-chair 
of the Republican Town Council (RTC) against 
the senior center. We can finally move forward 

More Public Works Ideas
To the Editor:

Last week, I introduced an option of locating 
the Hebron Public Works facility on the Hebron 
Lions grounds. This week, I want to offer some 
ideas that could vastly enhance this option re-
garding the State of Connecticut DOT sand/salt 
facility adjacent to the Lions grounds.

1.) The Town of Hebron currently owns and 
uses a sand/salt lot on Saltbox Road in the 
northern part of town. What if the Town were 
to offer this property to the State in exchange 
for the property adjacent to the Lions grounds? 
The central location should be adequate for all 
of Hebron’s trucks to load up, and the Saltbox 
Road lot may in fact be an improved location 
for State trucks. I’m guessing this option would 
require the Town and our State elected officials 
to get together and work this out. If the Lions 
agree to locate the Public Works facility on their 
grounds, this would take on greater urgency and 
value.

2.) Sand/salt is a necessary tool for keeping 
our roads safe, but it is seasonal and a vola-
tile expense. The weather is unpredictable and 
can either create shortages of this tool, or ex-
cess that just sits around needing to be stored 
for next year. Managing this has to be difficult. 
Most likely, the State with its huge volume us-
age secures the best of bulk pricing versus indi-
vidual towns.

If the land swap is too difficult to get done…
another idea to explore: what if the town were 
to reach an agreement to buy sand/salt by the 
truckload from the State facility, again from the 
location adjacent to the Lions land?

Cost sharing with the state seems to make 
sense, not just for Hebron but for many small 
towns across the state. I contacted Senator Os-
ten’s office asking if this was something she 

The Power of Fear
To the Editor:

The emergence of COVID in March 2020 
changed the world for all, for some more than 
others. Some drank ‘bottoms up’ to the COVID 
propaganda Kool-Aid and obediently masked 
up anywhere and everywhere, gleefully took 
the jabs, and some continue to behave similarly 
three years after COVID onset. This group is 
mind-controlled as fear peddled by many ‘trust-
ed’ organizations and individuals

overwhelmed the ability for group members 
to critically think – this is Group Fearful. 

A second group of people, Group Skeptical, 
did not drink ‘bottoms up’ and questioned the 
narrative. Many followed the masking and jab 
dictates, however, for numerous reasons includ-
ing being influenced by the continuous bom-
bardment of COVID propaganda from main-
stream media, medical professionals, ‘experts,’ 
politicians, employers, family members and 
friends. 

The third group, Group Intrepid, are individ-
uals who didn’t imbibe the Kool-Aid and who 
questioned the value of masking and emergency 
use authorized vaccines and boosters as most 

Smoking
To the Editor:

Cigarette smoking has been declining world-
wide, including in the U.S. The result did not 
come easily or cheaply. Now, however, it ap-
pears our leaders are breathlessly ushering in 
marijuana smoking without much public dis-
sent.

My fear and loathing of the foul habit of 
smoking is rooted not just in its health conse-
quences, although looming cancer diagnoses 
are quite sobering in themselves. 

Human lungs are meant exclusively for an 
80% - 20% mixture of nitrogen and oxygen, not 
for a fluid of partly burned carbon laced with 
countless carcinogens. This singularly uncouth 
habit is also expensive and a bad example for 
our youth.

As for any easy revenues, I am afraid disease 
and crime together will exact many times the 
revenue the new smoking brings in. 

Cherackal Chacko – Portland

Trump vs. Perceived Enemies
To the Editor:

Judge sanctions Trump and his lawyer nearly 
$1 million for ‘frivolous’ lawsuit targeting Hill-
ary Clinton.

U.S. District Judge Donald M. Middlebrooks, 
who called the suit a “political manifesto” when 
he dismissed it in September, rebuked Trump in 
a scathing 46-page order.

A federal judge on Thursday sanctioned for-
mer President Donald Trump and one of his top 
attorneys nearly $1 million for filing a sprawl-
ing lawsuit against Hillary Clinton and other 
perceived political enemies “that should never 
have been filed.”

U.S. District Judge Donald M. Middlebrooks 
of Southern Florida said in his 46-page order 
that Trump, lead attorney Alina Habba and 
Habba Madaio & Associates were jointly liable 
for $937,989 in the suit, which he dismissed in 
September.

“This case should never have been brought. 
Its inadequacy as a legal claim was evident 
from the start. No reasonable lawyer would 
have filed it,” Middlebrooks wrote, adding that 
the suit was intended “for a political purpose.”

“Mr. Trump is a prolific and sophisticated lit-
igant who is repeatedly using the courts to seek 
revenge on political adversaries. He is the mas-
termind of strategic abuse of the judicial pro-
cess, and he cannot be seen as a litigant blindly 
following the advice of a lawyer. He knew full 
well the impact of his actions,” Middlebrooks 
wrote. “As such, I find that sanctions should be 
imposed upon Mr. Trump and his lead coun-
sel, Ms. Habba.” (NBC, CBS, Yahoo, Politico, 
CNN, Reuters, Axios)

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Lee at the Andover Town Hall, 17 School Road. 
We can provide a receipt donation form should 
you need one, just include your email address.

Volunteers are needed for the May 20th Fes-
tival to help us check that the games are going 
smoothly, that there are no lines at the inflat-
able obstacle courses and inflatable slide, and 
to answer questions that may arise. If you are 
available to volunteer, please contact Catherine 
Magaldi-Lewis at andover175@gmail.com. 
Please plan on celebrating this historic occa-
sion. One hundred and seventy-five years is a 
significant event!

Catherine Magaldi-Lewis
Chair, Andover CT 175th Anniversary 

Committee

would be interested in looking into, but after 
three weeks...I have had no response. Go fig-
ure...(elections are over).

It would be nice if both forms of government 
could play nicely in the sandbox and actually 
create a solution that would get rid of the need 
for additional sand and salt spots, while perhaps 
saving small towns the need to pay more! 

Kirk Smallidge – Hebron

on a well-deserved and popular project!
In a previous Rivereast, there was a curious 

statement by members of the RTC that the chair 
and vice-chair acted alone in suing the town and 
almost costing the town millions of dollars. But 
then the RTC chair called that statement libel-
ous while reminding everyone the RTC passed 
a motion of no-confidence in Andreas Bisbo-
kos. Then the vice chair of the RTC resigned 
out of protest.

All of this drama is likely related to the total 
failure of the lawsuit to do anything but waste 
time and taxpayer money. Andreas Bisbokos 
and members of the RTC must be trying to dis-
tance themselves from losing so dramatically. 
I’m not fooled, though. We know they’d ap-
plaud and cheer if the lawsuit succeeded and 
the senior center had to start over.

This group is so busy causing chaos and 
drama while fighting among themselves. The 
question is, how are Andreas Bisbokos and the 
RTC doing anything good for the citizens of 
Colchester?

John Farrell – Colchester

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Andover’s Last Eagle Scout?

 Kinkade Knox-Silvia (center) recently achieved the rank of Eagle Scout – and he 
may be the town’s last Eagle Scout. He’s shown here at his Court of Honor with, from 
left, mothers Reilly Silvia, and Amy Knox, and grandparents George and Judy Knox.

By Michael Sinkewicz
In a bittersweet ceremony earlier this month, 

Andover may have celebrated its last Eagle 
Scout, as Troop 124 is shutting down indefi-
nitely. 

The troop held an Eagle Court of Honor for 
Kinkade Knox-Silvia on Jan. 7, the highest rec-
ognition in Scouting, which only a small per-
centage of people are able achieve.

Scoutmaster Bill Penn has been involved with 
the troop for 20 years, he told the Rivereast, and 
has seen the membership both climb and de-
cline over the years. 

Part of the reason, he said, is that Andover is 
simply a small town. Only one new Cub Scout 
made the transition to Boy Scouts, and the troop 
failed to reach the required threshold to contin-
ue operating.

“We just never got that replenishment,” he 
explained. “A lot of parents focus on the sports 
element, and Scouts sometimes takes second 
fiddle.”

Now, the troop is “going dormant.”
Penn isn’t ruling out a return at some point, 

but it’s difficult to forecast community interest 
moving forward.

“Hopefully they’ll revive it,” he said. “It de-
pends on the growth of the Cub Scout pack.”

Knox-Silvia’s achievement has now become 
a significant moment for the troop and for those 
who appreciate the value of Scouting. 

Penn expressed that once it became evi-
dent that this would be the final ceremony, he 
reached out to a number of past Eagle Scouts 
and former leaders. Overall, nearly 30 people, 
including some from out of state, returned to 
Andover to participate and Penn tired his best 
to incorporate them into the ceremony.

His intent was to bring everyone back togeth-
er one last time.

“We consider ourselves a family,” he said.
Knox-Silvia’s mom, Amy Knox, said her 

son was a “hard worker” who benefited heavily 
from the Scouting program.

“I’m thrilled he got to be a part of it but sad to 
see that other kids won’t have the opportunity,” 
she said. “It’s a lot of fun, but it’s a lot of work. 
He learned to be a leader and it allowed him to 
do it in his own way.”

Knox said she got to be involved with the 
Scouts and participated in some of the camps, 
giving her further insight into its importance. 
Her son is quiet by nature, and Scouting pre-
sented opportunities that he otherwise wouldn’t 
have experienced. 

“Scouts rounded him out,” she said, express-
ing that he earned merit badges that forced him 
to explore new hobbies, some of which he’s 
continued to embrace, like rock climbing. “He 
got more out it than other kids. It’ll be a part of 
who he is forever.”

Knox-Silvia is 18 years old, but was 17 at the 
time of his Eagle project. Currently, he is apply-
ing to numerous colleges and will likely study 
computer science. 

Knox said she believes the skills and lessons 
instilled through Scouting have adequately pre-
pared her son for his next chapter and will trans-
late to anything he pursues in the future. 

While Knox-Silvia is a National Honor Soci-
ety member, Knox said her son has “more tricks 
in his bag” following his Scouting experience 
and will “help him be successful in whatever 
he chooses.” 

Even now, she has noticed a change in mind-
set, particularly at school, expressing that he’s 
more involved in programs and more comfort-
able in reaching out to other individuals and 
groups. 

She credited the work and commitment of the 
troop leadership, especially Penn, for sticking 
with Knox-Silvia and allowing him to complete 
his Scouting journey, and reaching Eagle Scout.

“They really made it happen,” she said. “Bill 
worked with him and gave him the skills to be-
come a leader. I’m just grateful.” 

Through his conversations with neighboring 
troops, Penn said that Andover’s situation was 
not unique. Strategies to recruit and increase 
membership are happening in many towns, he 
added. 

“I still think Scouting performs a great val-
ue,” Penn said. “We teach a lot of life skills 
and learning through merit badges also teaches 
them. There’s still a ton of value in Scouting.”

Young adults, like Knox-Silvia, also have an 
“enhancer to those resumes,” Penn said.

The pandemic may have impacted Scouting. 
Knox said that in her opinion, Andover handled 
that obstacle well, pivoting to outdoor meet-
ings to keep the troop operational. It’s possible, 
though, that recruiting during that period be-
came difficult.

Paula King, a member of the Andover Board 
of Selectmen, attended the ceremony and is a 
strong supporter of Scouting.

She described the event as “extra special” 
and “bittersweet” giving the circumstances. 

In her view, the pandemic and lockdowns 
were “detrimental to the Scouting program.” 
Having the troop shut down is difficult for her 
and the town. She also has children go through 
Scouting and she helped the leaders.

“I see the value in helping out the commu-
nity,” she said. “Maybe this will spark someone 
to pick it up in the future.” 

In 2021, the Associated Press reported that 
the Boy Scouts of America and Girl Scouts of 
the USA had seen dramatic falls in member-
ship.

The Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts programed 
went from nearly 2 million members in 2019 

to 1.12 million in 2020, a 43% drop. The Girl 
Scouts saw a similar trend, with membership 
decreasing around 30% over the same period.

While some figures released earlier this 

month suggest that membership may be recov-
ering slightly, it will be difficult to match or-
ganization’s peak from 1970s, when the Boy 
Scouts over four million people.

Upcoming Library Events
Andover Public Library, located at 355 

Route 6, has announced a pair of upcoming 
events. All are welcome, and while registra-
tion is not necessary it is requested, by call-
ing 860-742-7428.

Saturday Storytime: Jan. 29 at 10:30 a.m. 
Andover Friends of the Library will read a 
story about Chinese New Year and afterwards 
show kids how to make a dragon puppet. Ad-
mission is free. 

Take Your Child to the Library Day: 

Saturday, Feb. 25, at 10:30 a.m. During this 
event, Ellen Repay of the Andover Friends of 
the Library will present a story about winter 
and/or snow, followed by a craft. Officially, 
the 12th annual Take Your Child to the Li-
brary Day is Saturday, Feb. 4, but the day will 
be celebrated all around Connecticut during 
the month.  All attendees at this Feb. 25 pro-
gram will have their names put into a drawing 
to win a bookbag filled with goodies. No pur-
chase is necessary. 

Library Friends Membership Drive
The Andover Friends of the Library group is 

holding its annual membership campaign – and 
all community members are invited to join. 

Donations to join this 501(c)(3c) nonprofit 
organization are: $3/senior or student, $5/in-
dividual, $10/family, $25/business, $150/life-
time, $500/patron. Donations of any amount 
are appreciated and can be mailed to Andover 
Friends of the Library, P. O. Box 117, Andover, 
CT 06232.

The Library Friends provide financial sup-
port for print and audio books, DVDs, children 
and adult programming, a $1,000 educational 
scholarship for an Andover high school senior, 
subscriptions, as well as equipment, supplies 
and facility enhancements beyond the library’s 

current budget.  Events and fundraisers include 
the annual goods and services auction, a free 
summer gazebo concert, an ice-cream social, 
the book/bake sale along with the quilt raffle, 
a visit with Mrs. Claus, and the Basketpalooza. 

Membership forms are emailed to current and 
former members and are also available by visit-
ing the library at 355 Route 6, by calling 860-
742-7428 or online at tinyurl.com/3zk7kd42.

Included is a section to indicate opportuni-
ties to volunteer, from baking, gardening, book 
sales and tech support to serving on a commit-
tee or sharing a talent or hobby via a program. 

The Library Friends welcome ideas and sug-
gestions, by emailing andoverfol@gmail.com.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congre-
gational Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-
vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is Feb. 1. The senior food pan-
try is open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 
9-9:30 a.m.; next date is Feb. 8. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursday, 9:30 a.m.

Senior Fundraiser Feb. 5
Andover’s annual senior fundraiser will be 

Sunday, Feb. 5, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the 
Andover Elementary School (AES) gym, 35 
School Rd. 

There will be baked goods, baskets, books, 
crocheted items, decorated boxes, dip and soup 
mixes, greeting cards, home products, jewelry, 
Tastefully Simple, Color Street Nails, pizza, 
beverages, popcorn, and more. 

Call 860-916-6122 for more information.

Bingo & Baskets
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6, will hold a Bingo & Baskets night Friday, 
Jan. 20, starting with dinner at 5:30 p.m. The 
game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
for more information. 

Senior Transportation 
Info

Andover Senior Transportation is avail-
able for free to all Andover seniors, all vet-
erans, and all disabled. A caregiver may ac-
company any person that requires assistance 
or if under the age of 21. 

The transportation service picks people up 
at their home and takes them to their medical 
appointment; the driver then waits for them 
and returns them home.

For all transportation appointments, call 
Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122. Learn CPR

All are invited to learn CPR Saturday, Feb. 4, 
from 9-11 a.m., at the Andover Volunteer Fire 
Department, 11 School Rd. Classes include use 
of training materials, CPR/AED/Choking for 
adults/child/infant, and two-year certification 
from the American Heart Association. 

Cost is $20 and registration is required; to do 
so, call Deputy Chief Mindy Hegener at 860-
706-3074.

Souper Bowl
Grinder Sale

Andover Congregational Church, located 
at 359 Route 6, will hold its 31st annual 
Souper Bowl Grinder Sale Sunday, Feb. 12. 

Grinder selections are ham, turkey or tuna. 
Chili, in quarts and pints, will also be sold, 
as will be garden salads. All options include 
chips and a soda. Pick-up will be on Feb. 12 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Pre-order is requested. 

To pre-order, leave a message at the church 
at 860-742-7696 or access an order form at 
www.andoverctchurch.org.  

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. For 
all senior events and information, visit the se-
nior page of the town website, andoverct.org.

Shopping: Tuesday, Jan. 31, to Willimantic. 
Masks available on all vehicles.

Senior Luncheon Dates: Fridays, Feb. 3 and 
Feb. 17. Reservation required by 2/1 for the 2/3 
lunch, and by 2/15 for the 2/17 lunch. 

Rides to Fundraiser: The annual senior fun-
draiser will be Sunday, Feb. 5, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the Andover Elementary School gym, 
and rides are available by calling Palazzi. There 
will be baked goods, basket and raffle tables, 
and several vendors. Pizza will be available for 
purchase at 12:30 p.m. If you would like to bake 
something for the fundraiser, let Palazzi know.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-
able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 
and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, and all medical 
appointments, are available by calling Palazzi. 
All seniors, veterans and disabled are welcome. 
If you have a caregiver, they may come with 
you. 

New Seniors Welcome: New seniors are 
welcome to all events. Call Palazzi for all lun-
cheon reservations and transportation needs. 
For all Young at Heart events including mov-
ies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call 
Georgia O’Brien at 860-742-9947 for all trip 
information.

Dean’s List
Meghan Davis of Andover made the fall 2022 

Dean’s List at Bridgewater State University in 
Bridgewater, Mass. Davis is majoring in com-
munication sciences and disorders.

Dean’s List
Keller Griffin of Andover made the fall 2022 

Dean’s List at the University of New Hamp-
shire.

Griffin earned Honors.
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Transfer Station Solar 
Project Heads to Voters

By Jack Lakowsky
For almost two years the Town of Portland 

has tried building an array of solar panels at the 
former Sand Hill Road landfill, and now the 
project, which could save the town $2 million 
in 20 years, heads to voters for approval. 

Voters will discuss and vote on the project 
Feb. 1, starting with a public hearing at 6:30 
p.m. followed by a special town meeting at 6:45 
p.m., in the Buck Foreman building on Main 
Street. 

If voters approve, construction should start 
later in this year, likely late summer or early 
fall. 

The town’s consultant on the project, Robert 
Klee, recommended the town partner with solar 
installation North Haven-based firm Greenskies 
Clean Energy, which of the five bids proposed 
the most conservative, cost-effective, legally 
unmarred project, which won’t need much re-
design. 

Klee said the design was also practical and 
effective. 

The Greenskies proposal saves the town 
about 2 million over 20 years, with a projected 
first-year savings of about $106,000. Some of 
the projects estimated they could save the town 
even more, but were too ambitious for the site, 
and probably would’ve needed scaling back. 

Portland First Selectman Ryan Curley, who 
along with the rest of the selectboard sent the 

project voters last week, said Portland has a 
“good shot” at success. 

The town plans to take advantage of the 
state’s Virtual Net Metering (VNM) program, 
saves rather than generates the town money, 
keeping the generated electricity in town to fuel 
streetlights, schools, and the like.

The town has to apply for the program by 
March 14. If successful, along with saving 
money, the project will reduce the town’s car-
bon footprint. 

The project hit a detour last year and had 
to be delayed, the town learning it hadn’t met 
some state requirements. 

Klee the proverbial iron is hot, with the state 
allowing more robust solar panel development 
than it did the first time Portland tried getting 
the panels. 

Klee said the panels’ installer must maintain 
them throughout the two-decade lease and have 
financial incentives to do so. 

In November, selectperson Ralph Zampano 
said he wants these for the town, that the land-
fill is unproductive space, but the numbers must 
be practical. 

“We do have a good shot,” Curley said last 
Thursday morning (Jan. 19), saying the fact the 
array is going up at a transfer station is attrac-
tive to developers; the town won’t have land to 
clear. 

Mid-Winter Chocolate Fest
The Women’s Fellowship of the First Con-

gregational Church in Portland will host its 
25th, and final, Mid-Winter Chocolate Fest 
on Saturday, Feb. 4, from 1- 4:30 p.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall of the church, 554 Main St. 
All are invited to drop by and experience an 
afternoon of chocolate treats and valentine 
delights.

The Chocolate Mousse Café will be a take-
out-only booth where one can purchase a va-
riety of delectable desserts including their al-
ways favorite Double Truffle “Black Beast,” 
Lemon Truffle Pie and Turtle Cheesecake. 
The Baked Goods Booth will offer a variety 
of breads including cardamom, muffins, bars, 
cookies, and pies in both chocolate and non-
chocolate flavors. The Candy Booth will have 
an assortment of items including English tof-
fee, candy coated pretzels, chocolate covered 

cherries, candy rose bouquets, and lollipops 
in all shapes and sizes.

The Valentine’s Craft Booth will have gift 
mugs, small gift baskets for all ages, jewelry 
and unique greeting cards. The children’s 
area will include gift items and a combination 
craft/grab bag. New this year will be a sale 
room where one will find a variety of items 
including vintage treasures.

The snow date will be Sunday, Feb. 5, from 
1- 4 p.m. Admission is free. 

As this is the last time this event will be 
held, the Women’s Fellowship said it would 
like to thank everyone for their support and 
participation through the years. 

For more information, call the church at 
860 342-3244 or visit www.firstchurchport-
landct.org.

‘Chill for Change’ Returns Feb. 11
Middlesex YMCA and Camp Ingersoll will 

hold the annual Chill for Change at Jobs Pond 
in Portland on Saturday, Feb. 11, at 1 p.m. 

At the Chill for Change, folks jump into Jobs 
Pond in the middle of winter, all to raise money 
for a cause. Costumes are optional, but encour-
aged!

People can support the event by jumping into 
the pond or donating to a jumper. This year’s 
goal is to raise $30,000. All funds raised go di-
rectly to supporting camp scholarships and life-
changing camp experiences. Donate, register as 
a single jumper, or register a team at CampIng-

ersoll.org. 
All jumpers must preregister and raise at least 

$100 to participate. 
Awards are given for Best Costume, Best 

Team Theme, and Biggest Piggy Bank (most 
funds raised). The individual who raises the 
most money will receive a certificate for a free 
session of camp. This certificate can be used for 
your own family, or gifted to anyone you know.

For more information, contact Ben Silliman 
at bsilliman@midymca.org or 860-342-2267, 
or search for YMCA Camp Ingersoll on Face-
book.

Library Friends Receive Art Books
The Friends of the Portland Library group 

recently received a large selection of art books 
from a private collection including books on 
master artists, impressionism – both French 
and American – and art collections in museums 
around the world.

These books, along with puzzles, games, 
DVDs, and fiction, romance, teen and children’s 
used books, are available in the Second-Hand 
Prose Bookshop at the library, 20 Freestone 
Ave., during regular library hours.

Books are 50 cents for paperbacks and chil-
dren’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks and $2 
for hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents each disc and 

puzzles and games are $2 unless marked oth-
erwise.

FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 
bags on sale for $1 each. See a sample at the 
front desk and purchase them from the library 
staff. All proceeds benefit programs funded by 
the Friends, such as the Library’s Museum Pass 
program, children and adult programs, and the 
library’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are vaccinated may remove their 
masks. All who are not fully vaccinated are 
asked to wear their masks.

The church’s annual meeting will be held 
Sunday, Feb. 5, following the church service. 
The meeting is for the purpose of electing 
wardens, clerk, treasurer, pledge secretary and 
members of the vestry, along with any other 
business that may come forward. 

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there will also be 

a gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

Check out more information, the church’s 
calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services or the YFS Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth, or contact 
Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.org, or 
860-342-6758. To receive email updates about 
YFS programs and events, sign up at eepurl.
com/h5m35f.

Youth Listening Circle: Tuesday, Feb. 7, 
from 6-7:30 p.m., at a location to be deter-
mined. YFS is looking for students in middle 
and high school that are interested in having 
a discussion on race, culture, diversity, equity 
and more. Join students from East Hampton, 
Durham and Middlefield and have your voice 
heard. Call or email Jesse to sign up.

Afterschool Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, 
Feb. 14, from 2:30-4:30 p.m., on the first floor 
of the Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265 
Main St. This is time for students to come after 

school and do some semi-structured art. Come 
when you want, and stay as long as you want.

Drop-In & Draw Meet-Up: Friday, Feb. 17, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., at the BFCC. This month, 
make a patriotic popsicle stick gnome for Presi-
dents’ Day.

Prevention & Wellness Council: Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at BFCC. Help 
work as a community on youth substance use 
prevention, positive mental health, and making 
Portland a recovery-friendly community. Con-
tact Revicki or just show up if you’re interested 
in joining in.

Youth Services Advisory Board: Tuesday, 
March 21.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 1.
LGBTQ+ Support Groups & Meet-Ups: 

YFS said it is finalizing details for these, and 
plans to hold them every other Wednesday at 
Portland Library. Watch for more information.

Presidential Scholar
Kelly Lynn Boutin of Portland, a senior ma-

joring in mechanical engineering, was named a 
Presidential Scholar for the fall 2022 semester 
at Clarkson University in Potsdam, N.Y.

KoC Free-Throw Contest
The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Co-

lumbus will hold its annual youth basketball 
free-throw contest Friday, Jan. 27, at 7 p.m., at 
Brownstone Intermediate School. 

Portland girls and boys, ages 9 through 14 
can participate in the event. Medals will be 
awarded to top finishers in their age and gender 
groups based on best of 15 free-throws. Regis-
tration forms will be provided at the event. 

Call 860-342-0881 for more information.

United Methodist
Church News

Portland United Methodist Church, located 
at 381 Main St., holds in-person worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. All are invited. Masks required 
for those not fully vaccinated. Pastor is the Rev. 
Judith Johnson-Siebold.

A Fourth Sunday weekly Communion ser-
vice at 1 p.m. replaces the regular 9 a.m. service 
on those Sundays. 

Exchange Club
Seeks New Members

The Exchange Club of Portland is looking 
for new members. 

The Exchange holds various events year-
round that contribute towards area organiza-
tions in supporting the club’s effort to help-
ing others in need. The club also annually 
gives out the John Goodrich Scholarship to 
an area high school senior, and contributes 
to other local scholarship programs.

If interested in joining, visit www.portlan-
dexchange.org for more information.

Little League 
Registration

Portland Little League Registration for the 
spring season and winter clinics runs through 
March 1. There are baseball and softball pro-
grams offered for players ages 5 through 14. 

Visit www.portlandctlittleleague.com to 
register.  

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Shots Fired at
Maple Avenue Home

By Jack Lakowsky
Last Friday, Portland police responded to 

reports of gunshots fired at a home on Maple 
Avenue. 

There were no injuries, police reported. 
At around 2:30 a.m. officers responded to 

the home and found multiple shell casings on 
the road and several bullet holes in the east-
facing portion of the multifamily home. 

At this time police have no identified sus-

pects, and are currently investigating. 
The suspects fled the scene in a grey col-

ored sedan travelling east on Airline Avenue 
toward Route 66, fleeing into Middletown via 
the Arrigoni. 

Police said there is no threat to the public. 
Police urge anyone with information to call 

860-342-6780. 

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: 
The library will be closed Monday, Feb. 20, for 
Presidents Day.

Youth Programs: Winter Reading Chal-
lenge: Smitten with Mittens: Runs through 
Friday, March 3. This year’s theme is inspired 
by Jan Brett’s picture book version of the clas-
sic folk tale “The Mitten.” Visit the library for 
a mitten to color and hang on the library bul-
letin board. Each time you check out materials 
in January and February (up to once per day), 
the library will add a new winter animal to your 
mitten. Once you’ve added all eight animals 
from the story, you will have completed the 
challenge and will win a small prize.

Drop-In Playdates: Thursdays through Feb. 
23 (no program Feb. 16), at 10:30 a.m. Children 
ages birth to 5 and their caregivers are invited 
for an hour of socialization and open play with 
the story room toys. No registration is required.

Winter Storytimes: The schedule is: Pre-
school Storytime, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
through Feb. 28; Storytime for Toddlers and 
Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, Wednesdays 
at 10:15 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. through March 1.

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Satur-
day, Feb. 4. This year marks the tenth anniver-
sary of the Paw Patrol franchise, and the library 
is celebrating. See if you can find Marshall, 
Rubble, Chase, Rocky, Zuma, Skye, Everest, 
Ella, and Liberty in the library scavenger hunt 
and create crafts to take home. Sgt. James Kelly 
will be at the library here with Portland’s police 
dog Magnus for an 11 a.m. program for school-
aged kids. Registration for the police dog pro-
gram is required and space is limited.

Minecraft Unplugged: Thursdays, 3:30 
p.m., Feb. 2, 9 and 23. Grades 3-5 are invited 
for some Minecraft-themed offline games, 
crafts, challenges and more. Space is limited.

Family Fort Night and Nocturnal Animal 
Hunt: Friday, Feb. 10, 5:30 p.m. Come after the 
library has closed to create reading dens, have a 
bear-themed snack, and search the library once 
the lights go out for some animals hiding in the 
book stacks. Space is limited.

Family Craft Night: Foam Mitten Wreath: 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m. Make custom 
foam mitten wreaths. This activity has steps 

that are appropriate for all ages, but a parent or 
guardian must be with children to help with su-
pervision. Space is limited.

Readers’ Theater: The Mitten: Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, 1-2:30 p.m., for grades K-3. Everyone 
will be assigned a part and given a script when 
they arrive. Kids will then play some theater 
games and be ready to put on a performance for 
friends and family by 2 p.m. Space is limited.

Wildlife in Winter: Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 
a.m. Staff from the White Memorial Conserva-
tion Center will discuss a variety of ways that 
animals survive the winter, from staying ac-
tive to migrating to hibernating. There will be 
a story, some props and even some local animal 
friends. Space is limited.

Teen Advisory Group Meeting: Monday, 
Feb. 6, 3:30 p.m. Share your thoughts on what 
you would like to see the library offer in terms 
of programs, materials and more. Snacks will 
be offered, and teens will earn community ser-
vice hours. 

Monster Mitten Craft and Valentine 
Snack: Monday, Feb. 13, 3:30 p.m. Create a 
sweet or scary mitten friend while snacking on 
some Valentine treats. Registration is required.

Adult Programs: Mitten Tree: Bring in 
mittens and gloves for children or adults to be 
distributed by the Portland Food Bank.

Katharine Hepburn: From Hartford to 
Hollywood: Jan. 31, 6 p.m., via Zoom, present-
ed by the Connecticut Historical Society.

Book Discussions: 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, Feb. 2, 6:30 p.m. The 
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jen-
kins Reid will be discussed. Talk About Books 
(TAB): Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1 p.m. The Four Winds 
by Kristin Hannah will be discussed. Mystery 
Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 1 p.m. 
The Stills by Jess Montgomery will be dis-
cussed. 

Wednesday Movie: Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1 
p.m. Ticket to Paradise will be shown.

Adult Paint Party: Thursday, Feb. 9, 6 p.m. 
The party will have a Valentine theme. 

Black History Month Programs: Who We 
Are: Monday, Feb. 13, 6 p.m. This documen-
tary will be shown, followed by a discussion. 
Summer of Soul: Thursday, Feb. 23, 1 p.m. 
This is the award-winning film about the 1969 
Harlem Cultural Festival.

Seed Library: Will soon be available for gar-
den enthusiasts, whether beginner or seasoned. 
You will find free seeds available for your gar-
den. Have some leftover seeds? Donations are 
welcome. For more information, call Jan Nocek 
at 860-342-6771.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or to 
register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donations: People donating for 
Portland Food Bank are asked to not leave Food 
Bank donations at the senior center unless the 
food bank is open. The food bank is open Mon-
days and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, 
the senior center does not need any donations 
directed toward the center; please only leave 
donations for the food bank, and only during 
food bank hours.

Foodshare: Monday, Jan. 30.
Free Grab-and-Go Meals: The senior cen-

ter is offering Waverly Senior Center members, 
who reside in Portland only, one free Grab-and-
Go meal starting in February. You must be able 
to pick up the meal yourself, at 11:45 a.m., at 
the Waverly Senior Center, in the Mary Lou 
Rice room. Please do not arrive before 11:30 
a.m., as there are programs in that room. Note: 
You are not eligible if you are already receiving 
Meals-on-Wheels. You must register one week 
in advance for a Grab-and-Go Meal. For infor-
mation, or to sign up, call at 860-342-6761.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance fit-
ness, 10:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Journey, 
9:30-11 a.m. – making fleece teddy bears for 
cancer patients; donations are sought of light 
fleece, one yard or more for making teddy bears 
for cancer patients throughout Connecticut. If 

you would like to donate, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Lessons, 9:30 a.m.-noon (to regis-
ter, email bivenne@yahoo.com); Coupons for 
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; setback, 1 p.m.; Dulcimer 
Progressive Class, 6 p.m. Wednesday: AARP 
Tax Preparation, appointments from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. (last appointment at noon, to register call 
Lynn or Alexis at 860-342-6760); Light Aero-
bics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise, 
10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social Duplicate Bridge, 
12:30-4 p.m., multipurpose room; Tai Chi Qi-
gong, 1:30 p.m. (just for 2/1). Thursday: Knit 
& Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrab-
ble, 1 p.m. Friday: Light aerobics, 9:30 a.m. 

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration 
is necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

KoC Baby Shower
The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-

bus will hold its annual  Baby Shower Saturday 
and Sunday, Feb. 4 and 5 and Feb. 11 and 12. 
All items donated at the Gathering Space at the 
Church of St. Mary will be shared with the local 
Portland Food Bank, and Birthright.

Birthright provides a wide range of support ser-
vices for expecting and new mothers, including 
no-cost non-judgmental pregnancy testing, prena-
tal health care, and maternity/baby supplies.

Donations should be new and unwrapped. 
Items needed include diapers, sleepers, blankets, 

rattles, bibs, bath towels, wipes, lotion, sham-
poo, bottles, baby bath items, pacifiers, comb and 
brush sets, socks, stuffed animals, blanket sleep-
ers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, diaper bags and 
booties.

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 
also be available. Donations can also be mailed 
to Freestone Council, PO Box 7, Portland CT 
06480.

For more information, call David Shovlin at 
860-342-4259.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Port-

land, located at 554 Main St., is a member of 
the United Church of Christ. The church is an 
“open and affirming” congregation, welcom-
ing everyone. Facial mask-wearing is optional, 
bur encouraged. The building is accessible. The 
worship service is livestreamed as well as avail-
able for later viewing on the church’s YouTube 
channel; search on YouTube for First Church of 
Portland CT.

On Jan. 29, the 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
service will include a sermon by Karen Ret-
tich titled, “From Cocoon to Butterfly.” Beau 
Doherty will read the scriptures, Joshua 1:1-9 
and Hebrews 11:1-3,32-40,12:1-3. Under Ka-
sha Breau’s direction, the choir will sing the 
anthem “The Road to Zion,” written by Mike 
Hudson and arranged by Breau. Church school 

and infant/toddler care are offered this Sunday. 
Coffee hour follows the service.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. For 
more info, look for the church on Facebook at 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 
or visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org. Those 
who wish to follow the church on Facebook 
may do so at The First Congregational Church 
of Portland, CT.

President’s List
Madeleine Thompson of Portland made the 

fall 2022 President’s List at Gonzaga University 
in Spokane, Wash.

Vocal Chords
Awarding Scholarships
The executive board of the Portland-based 

Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords is offering 
college scholarships.

Scholarships will be awarded to students 
from Middlesex County pursuing a career in 
nursing or music who have been accepted at 
an accredited college or university. The review 
committee will consider academic records, ex-
tracurricular and community service activities, 
the student’s ability to articulate his/her career 
goals and the recommendations of references. 

The $1,000 scholarships will be paid directly 
to the recipients at the Spring Concert at Port-
land High School, Saturday, April 29, at 7 p.m., 
at Portland High School. Applications are avail-
able at the school guidance office or by calling 
Dianne at 860-344-0743. Deadline is Friday, 
March 24. 

Visit vocalchords20.org for more information.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Valley View School has announced kinder-
garten registration for the 2023-24 school year. 

Parents/guardians whose children will be 
five years of age on or before Jan. 1, 2024, 
should contact Valley View School at pgross@
portlandct.us to indicate you will register your 
child for kindergarten.  Provide your child’s full 
name, phone number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional.  

A recording of the service is posted to You-
Tube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School meets the first and third Sun-
day of the month at 10:15 a.m., following wor-
ship. Ages 3 to 16 are welcome. 

Adult Bible study takes place on the second 

and fourth Sunday of the month, following wor-
ship at 10:15 a.m. The focus is on season two of 
the television series The Chosen. Anyone may 
join at any time. Call the church for details.

The community is welcome to participate in 
any or all worship services and special events. 
For more information about any church activi-
ties, or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 
860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net, 
or visit zionlutheranportland.org. Sara Stall-
Ryan is Pastor. 

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryUSA.net

Keith Arcari
MSPT UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
DPT UNE ’18

To request a visit, call or visit:
www.symmetryusa.net

Individualized Rehabilitation:
Our treatments are evidence-based, one-on-one

and 100% of the session is with a licensed physical 
therapist. Our interventions integrate manual therapy, 
therapeutic exercise, patient education and movement 

modification in order to meet your therapy goals.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

School Board Adopts
4% Budget Increase

By Jack Lakowsky
Last week the Portland Board of Education 

voted to adopt a modified version superinten-
dent Charles Britton’s 2023-24 budget proposal 
of $24 million, just under 4% more than the cur-
rent spending plan. 

This year’s budget process was a cohesive 
one, with most debate surrounding where to add 
and/or remove support staff. 

Originally, Britton proposed hiring more as-
sistants for district administrators while cutting 
several paraprofessionals and a teacher. 

Parent April Graves, in a budget workshop 
earlier this month, took issue with this plan. She 
said cutting student support in favor of admin-
istrative support isn’t support by the current en-
vironment, when test scores in districts across 
the country are dropping, an event attributed to 
pandemic learning loss. 

Eric Martin, the district’s curriculum and 
technology director, said the new assistant 
would’ve made his department whole from cuts 
made a few years ago, and that his staff is strug-
gling to keep up with workloads, causing delays 
in key services like repairing student comput-
ers. 

Graves said the district should put “resources 
towards students.”

Last week, after discussion, the board modi-
fied Britton’s proposal, removing an adminis-
trative assistant intended to be shared between 
a high school vice principal and the director of 
curriculum and adding a paraprofessional at 

Valley View.  
This resulted in a small savings, and Britton 

suggested using the leftovers to fund a stipend 
position supporting high school athletics. 

Unexpectedly, the district is also saving on 
health insurance costs, about $77,000. Britton 
and most of the board agreed on using the mon-
ey to secure a full-time at the high school that 
was in jeopardy. Britton pointed out the budget 
still calls for an overall staff reduction, cutting 
three paras and a teacher, a move that reflects 
the district’s declining enrollment, which in the 
last several years has gone down by nearly 100 
students. 

Board member Tim Lavoy, who voted against 
the budget proposal, said he would prefer to see 
that money taken out of the budget, rather than 
redistributed, saying it would show the public 
good faith. 

Lavoy pointed out that, without $200,000 
flowing from state sources, the district’s budget 
request would actually be a nearly 5% increase. 

“We have a savings, but we aren’t reducing 
the [budget] number,” said Lavoy.

Now that it’s officially the Board of Educa-
tion’s budget request, the proposal now moves 
to the Board of Selectmen for further delibera-
tion, followed by a springtime decision by the 
budget’s last stop – voters. 

Historical Society to Hold Annual Meeting
The Portland Historical Society will host 

its annual meeting for election of officers and 
executive board members Saturday, Feb. 4, at 
1 p.m., in the Portland Public Library’s Mary 
Flood Room. 

After a brief update on society activities 
around town as well as at the museum on Main 
Street, restoration architect Alain Munkittrick 
will present a program related to his new book 
Historic Homes of the Connecticut River Val-
ley (published this month by Arcadia for its 
Images of America Series). 

Munkittrick is an architect, architectural 
historian and advocate for historic preserva-
tion. In this book, he curates historic photo-
graphs from the archives of local historical 
societies, museums, libraries, and private col-
lections throughout the valley. Many of these 
images are being published for the first time, 
along with research that reveals their history. 
Munkittrick will also update the society on 
the three historic houses being preserved at 
Brainerd Place. 

All are welcome. Autographed copies of his 
book will be available for sale with a percent-
age going to support the mission of the Port-
land Historical Society. 

Also at the meeting, several local residents 
and groups will be recognized for their role in 
helping to preserve Portland’s history in 2022. 
Light refreshments will be served.

 Architectural historian Alain Munkit-
trick will present information and pho-
tographs from his new book Historic 
Houses of the Connecticut River Valley at 
the Portland Historical Society’s annual 
meeting Saturday, Feb. 4, at 1 p.m., at 
Portland Library. 

Food Bank, Foodshare Truck
Portland Food Bank is located in the lower 

level of the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 7 
Waverly Ave. The food bank is open Monday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon, except for holidays. 

To access the food bank’s services, people are 
required to register with the food bank (copy of 
an ID and recent piece of mail or utility bill) and 
be a Portland resident. Donations are only taken 
during food bank hours. Call 860-342-6795 for 
more information or for volunteer and donation 

opportunities. 
The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 

the Waverly Center every other Monday from 
1-2 p.m., except for holidays. People using the 
Foodshare are required to form a line and ev-
eryone will have an opportunity to “shop” at the 
truck once it is set up. People do not have to be 
a Portland resident to attend the Foodshare, and 
they’re asked to please bring bags.

The next Foodshare is Jan. 30 at 1 p.m.

Resident Completes 
Graduate Degree

Danielle Hall of Portland graduated with a 
Master of Science in Nursing from the Univer-
sity of Saint Joseph during the December com-
mencement exercises.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor is 
the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 
Antonelle for an appointment.

Other Programs: For information on faith 
formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Vocal Chords Seek 
Tenors, Basses

The Portland-based Middlesex Hospital Vo-
cal Chords is looking to expand its tenor and 
bass sections. 

No auditions are necessary. Rehearsals are 
Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m., at Msgr. Fox Parish Hall, 
St. Francis Church, 10 Elm St., Middletown, as 
the group prepares for its spring concert, taking 
place Saturday, April 29, at 7 p.m., at Portland 
High School. 

New members will be accepted through Jan. 
31. You do not need to be affiliated with Mid-
dlesex Health in order to join.

For more information, visit vocalchords20.
org, look for the group on Facebook or call 860-
342-3120. 

Class of ‘73 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1973 will 

celebrate its 50th reunion Friday, May 12, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m., at the Red Fox Restaurant 
in Middletown.

All 1973 graduates from Portland High 
School Class of ‘73 and their spouses, partners 
or significant others are invited to attend. The 
cost is $65 per person, and includes a buffet din-
ner, music, memories and more. There will be 
a cash bar. 

The reunion planning committee is still 
searching for contact information for 15 class-
mates. If you have not been contacted or know 
a classmate who has not yet been contacted and 
is interested in attending, please call or text Don 
Milardo at 508-259-5526 or Diane (Kollias) 
Bascom at 860-985-1861 for more information 
and/or to request an invitation.  

Dean’s List
Carlie Hasselman of Portland made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at Siena College in Loudon-
ville, N.Y.

Dean’s List
Julia Fitzsimons of Portland made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at the University of New 
Hampshire.

Fitzsimmons earned High Honors.

President’s List
Autumn Tewksbury of Portland made the fall 

2022 President’s List at James Madison Univer-
sity in Harrisonburg, Va.

Tewksbury is majoring in intelligence analy-
sis. 

Brownstone Quorum 
Annual Meeting

The Brownstone Quorum annual meeting 
will be held Monday, April 24, at 7 p.m., in 
the Mary Flood Room at Portland Library, 
20 Freestone Ave. 

The meeting to elect officers and present 
awards will be followed by a presentation 
by David DeLucia, past president of the Ct. 
Cactus and Succulents society, on cacti and 
succulents in Connecticut.

The public is invited, and light refresh-
ments will be served following the presen-
tation.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-
ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com. For more informa-
tion, call 860-342-6757 or email adionne@
portlandct.org.

Adult Drop-In Programs: Volleyball: 
Wednesdays at Gildersleeve School. Non-com-
petitive play is 5-6:30 p.m., and competitive 
play is 6:30-8 p.m. 

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays, 7:30-
9 p.m., at Portland Middle School. Watch for 
details on Women’s Drop-In Basketball, com-
ing soon. 

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Inter-
mediate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend 
is $18 a day. There are currently openings for 
January, purchase a Kids’ Blast membership on 
the Parks and Rec. website, email adionne@
portlandct.org or call 860-342-6757. 

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

Houses are selling fast and 
we are almost sold out again!

We need Listings!

Call Us For All Your
Residential & Commercial Needs
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M&J Bus is hiring School Bus 
Drivers and Van Drivers.
Looking for licensed bus and

van drivers as well as new drivers.
Great job for stay-at-home moms

& dads, retirees or new career opportunity. 
High paying (including new monthly attendance 
bonus pay), part-time work. Training provided.

Call (860) 388-6782 or apply 
online at www.mjbusinc.com

JOIN OUR
DRIVING FAMILY!

 Bacon Academy senior Elijah Black controls the ball at RHAM High School on 
Jan. 21. The Bobcats lost to the Raptors, yet have won six of their last nine games.   

Bacon Basketball Doesn’t Back Down
By Josh Howard

Despite a 12-point loss to RHAM last Satur-
day, Bacon Academy boys’ basketball showed 
the resolve of a team that never quits. 

The Bobcats trailed by as many as 20 points 
in the second half before cutting the deficit in 
half in the fourth quarter and battling until the 
final whistle.  

“I’m proud of them for not giving up because 
they could have folded and they didn’t,” Bacon 
Academy head coach Craig Kupper said fol-
lowing the loss. 

Trailing 43-23 in the third, senior Luke Gri-
mord led a 12-2 run that bled over into the 
fourth quarter.

Grimord scored six straight points during the 
run – hitting a spinning layup off the glass and 
added two more buckets in transition – and had 
a three-quarter-court assist to Troy Johnson to 
pull the margin to 45-35 with 6:23 to play in 
regulation.  

It was the second time that the Bobcats had to 
claw their way back into the contest. 

They fell behind 8-0 within the first few 
minutes of the game before Grimord drained a 
three-pointer and Elijah Black hit a pair of free 
throws on the following possession to cut the 
deficit to 8-5. 

Grimord finished with a game-high 25 points 
and 10 rebounds, while Black added 16 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

RHAM’s defensive pressure, highlighted by 
the team’s full court press, gave the Bobcats fits 
throughout the game. 

During the slow start, Kupper used a timeout 
to remind his team of game plan they designed 

to break the defensive pressure. 
“We started making the extra pass and we got 

better shot attempts,” added Kupper. “We made 
more baskets because of it.”

Grimord, Black and senior Keegan Appleby 
are Kupper’s three court captains. 

Kupper said each captain has a different ap-
proach, yet they have all been working towards 
the same goals in practice and in games.  

“They all have different leadership styles 
and lead in different ways, but I think that has 
helped push the guys to where we are trying to 
be,” added Kupper.

The team entered the game against RHAM 
on a three-game winning streak – defeating 
Plainfield, Waterford and Stonington within a 
six-day span.

Grimord had pair of monster games in the 
win over Waterford and Stonington, combining 
to score 58 points and grab 25 rebounds in the 
two-game stretch. 

He scored a career-high 30 points against 
Waterford on Jan. 17 and grabbed 15 rebounds 
in the win over Stonington on Jan. 19. 

After starting the season with four consecu-
tive losses, Kupper said the team was doing all 
the right things during the three-game winning 
streak.  

“We’ve been working so hard and everyone 
is sharing the ball,” added Kupper, whose team 
stands at 6-6. 

The fifth-year coach hopes to see that same 
execution as the team enters the stretch run, 
starting on the road at Griswold this Friday, Jan. 
27, at 7 p.m.   

Kupper added, “Offensively we have to get 
a little bit better and get better shot attempts, 
but everyone is being good teammates from the 
bottom of the bench all the way up to the start-
ers.”

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Monday, Jan. 30: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise with Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Stitch 
& Fit; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mah-
jong; 12:45 p.m., setback; 1 p.m., bridge. 

Tuesday, Jan. 31: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Gourd Bird-
house Painting; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle, In the 
Know with Patty; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, Feb. 1: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit. 

Thursday, Feb. 2: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 
a.m., Yoga; noon, Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., 
Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet.

Friday, Feb. 3: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., AARP 
Tax Aide by appointment only; 10 a.m., Sit & 
Be Fit, Free Cupid Bingo; 10:30 a.m., Choral 
Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Cupid Bingo: Friday, Feb. 3, 10 a.m. Take 
a chance to win chocolate-themed prizes spon-
sored by Apple Rehab. Hot chocolate and cook-
ies will be served. Space is limited. Register by 
Feb. 2. 

Black History Month Presentation: Mon-
day, Feb. 6, 10 a.m. Shawn Pellitier, chair of 
Colchester’s Commission on Racial Equality 
will discuss the importance of the month and 
will also provide an overview of the commis-
sion’s mission and what they hope to do moving 
forward. Refreshments will be served. 

Healthy Living for Brain And Body: Tues-

day, Feb. 7, 10:30 a.m. The senior center has 
partnered with the Alzheimer’s Association to 
bring a four-part monthly series covering vari-
ous topics around the disease. In this first work-
shop, learn about the latest research providing 
insights into how we can make lifestyle choices 
that may help you keep your brain and body 
healthy as you age. This is a free program. Reg-
istration is required. 

Valentine’s Cookie-Decorating Workshop: 
Thursday, Feb. 9, 2-3:30 p.m. Carrie Milton 
from Carried Away Cakery will help people 
master the art of decorating. Cost is $15/per-
son, and includes three Valentine’s Day-shaped 
cookies to decorate and all the icing to complete 
them. Register by Monday, Feb. 6. 

Souper Super Bowl Lunch: Friday, Feb. 
10, noon. The meal will consist of a bowl of 
Corn Chowder, a roll, salad, and a Super Bowl-
themed dessert. Wear your team’s colors and be 
entered to win a prize. Cost is $5/person. Regis-
ter by Wednesday, Feb. 8. 

Luv Bug Valentine’s Luncheon: Wednes-
day, Feb. 15, 11 a.m. There will be musical 
entertainment by Bill Benson, followed by a 
lunch featuring braised beef tips with mush-
room sauce, mashed potatoes, carrots and peas, 
brownie sundaes and juice. Cost is $9/person 
for members aged 60 and over. Space is limited. 
Register in the office by Feb. 8. 

Block-Printed Apron Workshop: Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m. All are invited to come and 
design an apron using various textile stamps 
and fabric paint. Both floral and geometric 
stamps will be provided. Cost is $10 includes 
an adult sized canvas apron, use of stamps and 
paint. Space is limited. Register by Feb. 17. 

Youth Lacrosse 
Registration

Colchester Youth Lacrosse has an-
nounced registration is open for boys and 
girls in grades K-8 to join lacrosse teams. 
Players from all towns are welcome, and 
can register at Colchesterlax.org.

President’s List
Colchester residents Sarah Brigandi, Ariana 

Golias and Hayden Dubiel made the fall 2022 
President’s List at Plymouth State University in 
Plymouth, N.H.
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4 BED 2 BATH RANCH
OPEN SATURDAY 12-2

99 Washington Rd. – Freshly 
updated 4 bedroom ranch with 
newer roof, Anderson windows, 
refinished hardwood and a large 
basement ready to be finished.

CROMWELL $337,400

Call Paul Gayeski
860-537-5400

232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

ATTENTION BUYERS: New “Forgiveable” Down 
Payment Loan Available up to $50,000 0% Mortgage

Restriction Apply – 3 years minimum prior CT residency. Up to 5% allowable
closing costs, median income criteria, call for complete details
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4 BED BRICK COLONIAL

132 West Rd. – Massive 3 car 
garage, 4 beds, 2.5 baths H/W, 
tile, open floor plan. 2 hours 
to NY and Boston, close to 

COLCHESTER  $624,900

For a private showing call/text
Nick Long 860-334-2368

amenities. 

REDUCED!

12.3 ACRE POTENTIAL FARM

127 Marvin Rd. – Hunters, farmers, 
ranches ALERT! Amazing 12.3 acre 
level partially cleared double lot 
property with a 1 owner 3/4 bed 2 
bath cape recently remodeled with 2 
wood stoves. Remodeled baths, hard 

COLCHESTER $399,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

surface flooring and more. A great buy, don’t wait! 

SOLD ATSOLD AT

$420,000$420,000

4+ BED 3 BATH W/ SOLAR

59 Salem Ridge Dr. – Merging family 
or need a larger home on a quiet 
culdesac with solar in place offering 
handicap features, newer mechanicals 
& roof with huge heated enclosed rear 
porch – you’ve found it. Over 3100 sq 

SALEM $379,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

ft 4-6 bed Colonial. Come see this home soon!

UNDERUNDER

DEPOSITDEPOSIT

RE1-27-23

860-603-2474

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Bisbikos Makes Surprise Presentation
By Michael Sinkewicz

First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos made a 
surprise presentation this week – and caused yet 
more controversy – when he provided several 
ideas for relocating the town’s youth center and 
food bank, and expanding the police depart-
ment.

Bisbikos conducted a slideshow presentation 
during a joint meeting of the Board of Select-
men and ARPA Committee on Monday. 

The main takeaway of the presentation was 
that a buyer was purchasing the property at 120 
Main St., the former Jack’s Chevrolet building, 
and giving the town an opportunity to negotiate 
a deal that would potentially involve the town 
renovating and buying the site in the future. 

The 15,000 square-foot building has been 
unoccupied since 2009, he said, and has be-
come an “eyesore” for the community. Bisbikos 
wrote in his presentation that a “group of buyers 
have formally signed the contract to purchase 
the property” and that the contract would be of-
ficial in February. 

At that point, he will “begin serious negotia-
tions with the buyers on behalf of the town.”

He did not reveal who the buyer was, but stat-
ed during the meeting that they were “friends of 
Colchester.”

The first selectman stated that he’s had “on-
going conversations with perspective buyers 
and sellers in hopes of making progress.”

To begin his presentation, Bisbikos said that 
a tentative agreement with the buyers had been 
made that would let the town use the site’s 
parking lot, which has around 150 spaces. This 
agreement, however, could change if the town 
doesn’t ultimately acquire the building, because 
there would likely be other entities utilizing the 
spots. 

The building, he continued, could serve as a 
shared location for the youth center and police 
department expansion. 

To make this happen, Bisbikos stated that the 
town would request $228,000 of ARPA funds 
for the police department and $800,000 of 
ARPA funds for the youth center. 

In addition, the town may look to utilize 
Bendas estate money, which was donated to 
the town. This would include a supplementary 
amount of $300,000 for the police department 
and $575,000 allocated to the food bank. On 
top of that, the sale of the current senior center 
building could provide $300,000 for the town. 

Altogether, the total amount of money in-
cluded in Bisbikos’ presentation is $2.1 million. 

That full amount, he said, would cover the 
acquisition and renovation of the building at a 
future date, if the town moved forward with that 
idea. The town would negotiate with the current 
buyer to purchase the property.

A second option, Bisbikos explained, would 
involve negotiations with the buyer, but with-
out the end goal of purchasing the property. The 
town would look to lease space, which would 
still allow the transition of the youth center, 
police department and food bank. However, 
the space would likely include other entities or 
businesses leasing the property.

A third option outlined by Bisbikos involves 
doing nothing with the property, which would 
result in the police department expanding at 
Town Hall and the youth center searching for 
a new home. 

Bisbikos’ announcement signifies a major 
development for the community, regardless if 
the town commits to purchasing the property it-
self, a decision that likely would require a town 
meeting or referendum.

“Whether we move forward or not, a business 
will fill in,” he said during the meeting. 

More Questions than Answers
Still, the presentation seemed to spark more 

questions than answers, with members of the 

ARPA Committee and Board of Selectmen 
pressing for more details.

Bisbikos declined to say who was purchas-
ing the property, because the acquisition was 
still fluid. He also couldn’t provide any details 
of the contract negotiations, but stated that the 
deal was not contingent on the town repurchas-
ing the site at any point.

“Jack’s Chevrolet will move forward,” he 
said. “It’s going to be a whole new ballgame.”

While he emphasized that he was merely 
presenting potential avenues for the town and 
boards to consider, Bisbikos framed a decision 
regarding the property as either the town will 
take advantage of “prime real estate” or let re-
tail businesses occupy the space. 

Rosemary Coyle, a Democrat on the Board of 
Selectmen, expressed that any negotiations with 
the likely buyer were not brought to the select-
men ahead of time.

“We need to work together,” she said.
Coyle stated that one of the options could 

be workable, but it would potentially eliminate 
other projects that the town could pursue with 
its remaining ARPA funds.

“We have to weigh those consequences,” she 
added.

Bernie Dennler, a Democrat running for first 
selectman, expressed concerns with the way the 
presentation was brought forward, stating that 
there was “a lot of secrecy.”

In response, Bisbikos said he was “not in-
terested in the politics or conspiracies” being 
pushed by Dennler. 

“I have done something that others have not 
done,” Bisbikos said. “There’s no backroom 
deals.”

As debate over the project continues, more 
details will likely emerge regarding the contract 

and the buyer, including their intentions with 
the property. 

Bisbikos declined to answer direct questions 
from the Rivereast about his presentation. He 
did not elaborate on when or how his discus-
sions with the buyer began and how many took 
place, or if any other town officials were includ-
ed in the discussions. 

It’s also not clear if the town explored buying 
the property itself, instead of entering negotia-
tions with another buyer. 

Instead, Bisbikos sent the Rivereast a state-
ment.

“Jack’s Chevrolet closed in 2009 and gradu-
ally became an eyesore on otherwise beautiful 
South Main Street,” he wrote. “Fourteen years 
is a long time for the location to sit idle. No 
one appeared to be doing anything about it and 
one of my campaign promises when I ran for 
offices was to work diligently on trying to see 
this property reclaimed and renovated.”

He continued by stating that he did “present 
a few different options to the BOS and ARPA 
committee, those are merely options, and I am 
not advocating for one in particular. I will be 
ecstatic to see the property renovated, in a mat-
ter consistent and acceptable to our Historic 
District. In respecting the wishes of the both the 
buyer and the seller, this is all I can disclose.”

Valerie Geato, director of youth and social 
services, offered further insight into the need 
for a new youth center location.

“It’s a dump,” she said, adding that water 
damage has turned the building into a “rotten 
haunted house.”

A new site, she expressed, could potentially 
attract new kids, as well. Currently, around 140 
kids visit the center per week. 

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Margaret Melendez, 

Clare McIntyre and Isabella Crowell made the 
fall 2022 Dean’s List at the University of New 
Hampshire.

Melendez earned High Honors, and McIntyre 
and Crowell each earned Highest Honors.

Dean’s List
Jamison Lombardi of Colchester made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Keene State College in 
Keene, N.H.

Lions Offering Scholarships
The Colchester Lions invite all Colchester 

residents in their senior year of high school to 
apply for one of several scholarships. 

Applications are welcome from all graduat-
ing students planning to attend any accredited 
college, university or trade school. It doesn’t 
matter if students attend public, private, charter 
or magnet high schools, or if they are home-
schooled. Applications are available through 
the Bacon Academy guidance office or at col-
chesterlions.org. 

For more information, contact Elizabeth Bes-

sette at elizabeth.a.bessette@gmail.com. Bacon 
Academy students should submit their appli-
cation to the Bacon Academy guidance office. 
All other students should email their applica-
tion to elizabeth.a.bessette@gmail.com or mail 
them to Colchester Lions Club, Attn: Scholar-
ship Committee, P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT 
06415. 

Applications must be received by Friday, 
March 10.

CCO to Start Rehearsals
The Colchester Choir and Orchestra will 

begin rehearsals Thursday, Feb. 23, at Bacon 
Academy, 611 Norwich Ave. The spring con-
cert will be Saturday, May 20, also at Bacon 
Academy. 

All are invited to join the CCO. Seats are 
open in all sections, both choir and orchestra. 
The group plays everything from pops to clas-
sical. Choir rehearses in the choir room from 
6-7:30 p.m., and orchestra rehearses in the band 
room 7:30-9 p.m.; orchestra members should 
come at 7 p.m. to warm up.

To register – half-year registration is avail-
able – go to tinyurl.com/4ysam6sw. For more 
information, visit colchesterchoirorchestra.org; 
look for Colchester Choir and Orchestra on 
Facebook; or email colchesterchoirorchestra@
gmail.com.

Lions’ Breakfast Buffet
The Colchester Lions Breakfast Buffet 

will return to the St. Joseph’s Polish Society 
on Sunday, Feb. 26, from 7:30-11 a.m. This 
is a full breakfast with eggs, bacon, sausage, 
toast, home fries and pancakes, with juice, 
coffee, tea or water.

Pre-sale prices are $8 for adults, $6 for 
seniors, $5 for children age 5-12, and free 
for kids 4 and under. At the door, prices are 
$9 for adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for children 
age 5-12, and free for kids 4 and under. 

Tickets may be purchased in advance at 
Dime Bank, 139 S. Main St., or by calling 
860-537-1093 and leaving a message for 
Julie.

Dean’s List
Tabatha Olivia Peltier of Colchester made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Jacksonville State Uni-
versity in Jacksonville, Ala.

CLT Pancake Breakfast 
Colchester Land Trust (CLT) will hold 

a Pancake Breakfast and Timber Framing 
Overview Sunday, Feb. 12, 10 a.m., at 23 
Lee Court. All are invited.

Park in a cul-de-sac and walk down a 
driveway. Meet inside the barn. All are in-
vited to this pancake breakfast in a tradi-
tional timber frame barn on the property of 
board members Russ and Natalie Moore. 
Kids welcome. 

The breakfast is free for CLT members, 
and $5 for non-members. Space is lim-
ited to 30 people; RSVP to Natalie at nat-
samoore@gmail.com by Feb. 5. The barn 
is unheated, so folks should dress for the 
weather. Warm drinks will be served.

President’s List
Madeline Sullivan of Colchester made the 

fall 2022 President’s List at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Va.

Sullivan is majoring in communication sci-
ences and disorders.
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Age Divisions:
8U: Born between 9/1/14 & 8/31/17
10U: Born between 9/1/12 & 8/31/14
12U: Born between 9/1/10 & 8/31/12
14U: Born between 9/1/08 & 8/31/10

Come Try 
Lacrosse!

Sign Up 
Today!

Registration is open for all boys and girls from 
kindergarten to 8th grade. This opportunity is 

available for kids from all towns.

Colchester Youth Lacrosse

SEASON RUNS FROM APRIL TO JUNE
REGISTRATION: $150

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 4/11/23

TO REGISTER GO TO:

www.colchesterlax.org
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661-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994
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Get started by calling 
Hebron Travel today!

Check those trips off your list!

2023 is the year to 
take that trip you 

have always wanted. MY LIST:
Galapagos

Alaska
........???

Machu Picchu

New Career Firefighters at CHFD

 The Colchester Hayward Fire Department has two new career firefighter/EMTs: 
Austin Grous, left, and Ryan Burdick.

The Colchester Hayward Fire Department 
(CHFD) hired two new career firefighter/EMTs 
in 2022: Austin Grous and Burdick.

The new hires are filling existing vacancies, 
one from a retirement and one who moved on to 
another department. 

Grous and Burdick both come to the depart-
ment with past fire and EMS experience as well 
as required certifications. They came through 
the volunteer fire service, and Burdick still 
volunteers in his hometown with the local fire 
department.

CHFD is a combination fire department, 
which means that both career and volunteer 
personnel providing personnel staffing. As 
many departments across the country continue 
to see a decline in volunteers joining their orga-
nizations due to such reasons as time restraints, 
training requirements and cost of living increas-
es, there is more of a need to augment staffing 
with paid personnel. 

The first career firefighter, Dan Rowland, was 

hired by Chief Norman Gustafson in 1974. The 
next career firefighter, Robert Brown, was hired 
in 1983. Another increase in staffing did not oc-
cur until the fire department assumed the ambu-
lance responsibilities from Intercounty Ambu-
lance in 1993. In 2013, the fire department was 
awarded a SAFER grant through FEMA which 
increased the staffing. In 2020, two additional 
career firefighter/EMTs were hired with the in-
crease in call volume and shift coverage needs.

The fire department currently maintains a 
career/paid staff of 11. This consists of a fire 
chief, deputy chief, fire marshal, lieutenant and 
six firefighter/EMTs as well as an executive 
assistant to the fire chief. The department also 
maintains a volunteer staffing model of person-
nel who maintain various levels of certification 
and criteria (such as interior firefighter, EMT, 
or fire police) for services being provided. 
Through this combination model, the fire de-
partment provides service to Colchester and 
surrounding communities.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Lorincz Ostrout. The church 
office is open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The office can be reached at 860-537-5189 or 
cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
masks are optional. For those wishing to wor-
ship from home, the service will be broadcast 
via Facebook Live each Sunday at 9 a.m. Wor-
ship videos are at www.colchesterfederated-
church.org under the Worship & Sermons tab. 
Updated information is also on the church’s 
Facebook page.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held dur-
ing worship from September through June. 
Children in grades pre-K through 8 are wel-
come. The nursery is located just off the sanctu-
ary. Visit the church website to register youth 
for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in 
the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Upcoming Senior Center Trips
The Colchester Senior Center is planning the 

following trips – and reservations are due soon.
Reservations should be made in person at the 

senior center, 95 Norwich Ave. Trips are avail-
able to senior center members and adult guests 
over the age of 18, and are on a first-come, first-
served basis; space is limited. Call the senior 
center at 860-537-3911 for more information.

Canadian/New England Cruise: May 12-
20. Sail the St. Lawrence River and Northern 
Atlantic while visiting ports in Canada and New 
England. Arrive in Montreal by deluxe motor 
coach, then set sail with stops in Quebec City, 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Sydney 
and Halifax, Nova Scotia, Bar Harbor, and 
Boston. Includes overnight accommodation in 
Montreal, a three-hour tour of Montreal, din-

ner, all meals on board, daily activities, nightly 
entertainment, casino, and deluxe motor coach 
back to CT from Boston. Prices start at $1899 
per person for twin. Final payment is due Jan 
28. You must have a valid passport. Call or visit 
the senior center for more information or call 
Friendship Tours directly at 860-243-1630 or 
800-243-1630.

Spain & Portugal: Costa Del Sol to the 
Portuguese Riviera: Oct. 14-25. Taste some of 
the delicacies of this southern Spanish region. 
Includes 10 breakfasts, two lunches and four 
dinners. Cost is $5,029 per person for double, 
if booked before March 15. You can come into 
the senior center to register in person or register 
online at gateway.gocollette.com/link/1102385.

Upcoming Programs at Cragin
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., 

has announced the following programs. For 
more information, call 860-537-5752 or visit 
www.colchesterct.gov/library.

Celebrating Black Inventors: Take and 
Make Crafts: Mondays in February, stop by 
the Children’s Department to pick up craft kits 
that teach kids about Black inventors and their 
inventions. 

Mini Art Show Opening Night: Thursday, 
Feb. 2, 6:30-7:30 p.m. All are invited to come 
take a look at the pieces of art created by mem-
bers of the Colchester community. Snacks pro-
vided. 

Take Your Child to the Library Storytime: 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 10:30 a.m. Drop in for a spe-
cial all-ages storytime about race cars.

Take & Make Foodie Fun: Saturday, Feb. 
4, for kids and teens. Grab a bag and create a 
sweet snack. 

In Person: Animal Heart Craft: Wednes-
day, Feb. 8, 6-7 p.m. Come to the Children’s 
Department for an animal craft in the shape of 
a heart.

Movie Night: Thursday, Feb. 9, 5:45 p.m. 
Remember the Titans will be shown. Rated PG, 
the movie runs two hours. Snacks provided. 

Winter Seed Sowing: Saturday, Feb. 11, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Learn to winter sow native 
flower seeds to create a habitat for monarch but-
terflies and other pollinators in your own gar-
den. Winter sowing is the process of planting 
seeds outdoors in a container (milk jug) during 
the winter months. All materials will be provid-
ed. This program is a partnership between the 

library and the Colchester Garden Club.
In Person: Valentine Cards: Monday and 

Tuesday, Feb. 13 and 14, all day. Drop in to the 
children’s department and make someone spe-
cial a Valentine’s Day card.

In Person: STEAM Challenge: Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, 6-7 p.m. All ages are invited to the 
children’s department for a gumdrop STEAM 
challenge.

Teen Craft: Foam Clay: Thursday, Feb. 16, 
3-3:45 p.m., for grades 6-12. Stop by the teen 
room for a craft. 

Starting a Vegetable Garden: Thursday, 
Feb. 16, 6 p.m.: Wellstone Farm operator, and 
Master Gardener instructor, Ian Gibson will 
present. This program is sponsored by the Col-
chester Garden Club and Friends of Cragin Me-
morial Library.

Teen Gaming: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 3-4 p.m., 
for grades 6-12. Try a new game or play with 
friends on the Nintendo Switch.

Game Night: Thursday, Feb. 23, 6-7:30 
p.m. Come by with your family (or a group 
of friends) to try out board games from the li-
brary’s collection. Snacks and games provided.

Cragin Craft Swap: Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Bring in unwanted craft sup-
plies to the library Wednesday, Feb. 15, through 
Thursday, Feb. 23, and then come for a Craft 
Swap, to pick up some new-to-you supplies.

Cragin Book Club: Monday, Feb. 27, 6 
p.m., at the library. Ask at the Adult Circulation 
Desk for this month’s book! For updates on the 
program, sign up at tinyurl.com/cmlbookclub.

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time
Colchester Elementary School will host In-

coming Kindergarten Story Time sessions in 
March, April and May, for 4-and 5-year-old 
Colchester children who will be entering kin-
dergarten during the 2023-24 school year. 

During each of the three sessions, children 
will listen to books read by kindergarten teach-
ers, while parents learn about the registration 
process, the kindergarten curriculum, readiness 

expectations, the school day, school policies 
and transportation. A question-and-answer pe-
riod will be available at each session. 

Sessions will be Tuesdays, March 14, April 4 
and May 9, from 11:10-11:40 a.m., in the me-
dia center at CES, 315 Halls Hill Rd. Parents 
and children are invited to attend multiple story 
times. Topics for parent information change 
each month. No pre-registration is required. 

Look...
Your

Ad
ShouLd 

Be
here!

CALL uS
TodAY AT:

860-633-4691
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations
• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs
• Dedicated to satisfying customers
• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans
• Family owned & operated for
 over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 72 MOREAGENTS!Visit our website for afull list!carlguild.com

Chris Passera
860-657-6578

cmpassera64@gmail.com

Filipe Pereira
860-990-9103

filipe@wemanagect.com

Lea Poresky
860-368-9437

leaporesky@gmail.com

Caitlin Reilly
860-667-7436

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com

Barbara Royea
860-334-8714

barbaraloveshomes@gmail.com

Melana Silchuk
413-535-9643

melanasilchuk@icloud.com

Robin Tayles
860-367-3795

robinrealtor888@gmail.com

Gita Burzycki
860-682-2923

gitagrealestate@gmail.com

Emily Cyr
860-805-0451

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com

Lynn Gardiner
860-729-1215

lynngardiner5@gmail.com

Linda Martin
860-965-6345

lindamartinrealtor1@gmail.com

Wayne Martin
860-965-6325

waynemartinrealtor@gmail.com

Catherine McNarry
860-306-4436

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com

Bill Nelson
860-395-9139

william.m.nelson@comcast.net
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163 Broadway Street, Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-537-2020

www.colchestereyecare.net RE1-20-23

Colchester Eye Care 
is back in network 

with EyeMed.
CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Wrestling Tournament Fundraiser
The Bacon Academy Wrestling 14th annu-

al Matt Bishel Bobcat Classic will take place 
Saturday, Feb. 4, at the Bacon Academy gym. 
Wrestling starts at 9:30 a.m., with finals at 
around 5 p.m.

Cost $5 for adults and $3 for students and 
seniors. 

All admissions and 50/50 raffle donations 
along with monetary donations will go to the 
Matt Bishel Scholarship Fund ,which is used 
to send student athletes to wrestling camps 
and seminars along with continued education 
in the sport of wrestling. 

There will also be hot food and drinks sold 
all day, with proceeds supporting the wres-
tling team with equipment costs and other 
essentials. 

The community can help by donating to 
the tournament. Already, organizers have 
received food donations from several stores 
and restaurants, along with gift cards and 
checks from several others. 

If interested in donating, or for more in-
formation, email coach Drew DeBowsky at 
jlryconnection@yahoo.com.

Parks and Rec News
Colchester Parks and Recreation, located at 

127 Norwich Ave. (Town Hall), has announced 
the following items of interest. For more infor-
mation or full descriptions, call 860-537-7297 
or visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-de-
partment.

Programs: Card-Making Class: The third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m., at Town Hall. 
Upcoming dates: 2/15, 3/15, 4/19. Cost: $15 
per class, per person ($20 for nonresidents). A 
minimum of two people is needed for this class.

Senior Yoga: Mondays, Jan. 30-Feb. 27, 
4:45-5:45 p.m., on Facebook Live, for ages 45 
and up. Cost: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 

Gentle Yoga: See the Parks and Rec. website 
for dates and times. Cost: $40/resident, $45/
non-resident. 

Events: Puzzelpalooza: Friday, Jan. 27, 6 
p.m., at Town Hall. Register as a team or in-
dividually. You can come with as many as four 
people; all teams get the same puzzle and the 
first one to finish wins a prize. A maximum of 

10 teams will be allowed. Children can be in-
cluded on a team, but there must be at least two 
adults on each team. Bring your own snacks. 

Spring Clean-Up: Saturday, April 22, at 8 
a.m., on the Town Green; rain date: April 29. 
Jobs include spreading mulch, raking, weed-
ing, picking up garbage, and more. Locations 
include the schools, town buildings and parks. 
Meet up afterward at Mel’s Downtown Ice 
Cream for a free ice cream as a ‘thank you.’ 

Food Festival on the Town Green: · Satur-
day, May 6; rain date is May 7. There will be 
vendors, games and food. Watch www.face-
book.com/FOODIEAFF for more information.

Provost’s List
Cierra Caron of Colchester made the fall 

2022 Provost’s List at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, N.Y.

The Provost’s List recognizes students who 
earned a perfect 4.0 grade point average. 

Caron’s major is psychology.
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Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.
Our menu features dishes assembled from

the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
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You’ll love our new outdoor dining igloos!

www.lakesidebar-grill.com

Happy Hour – Tues-Fri 3:00-5:30
Food & Drink SpecialsNEW!
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              Jamie R. Bell | 860-604-8459Jamie R. Bell | 860-604-8459              
2790 Main St, Glastonbury2790 Main St, Glastonbury          
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$1 OFF
Any Coffee Purchase

11 N Main St. #1 
East Hampton, CT Tues-Fri 7am-4pm • Sat & Sun 8am-4pm

VALID UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2023

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD
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Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions or 
to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com and 
click on “programs,” stop by the office at Town 
Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-6203.

Youth Programs: Acrylic Landscape Paint-
ing: For grades 1 and 2. Wednesdays, 3:30-5 
p.m., Feb. 1-29, at Marlborough Elementary 
School. All materials are provided. Students are 
encouraged to bring a snack. Fee is $90/resi-
dents, $95/non-residents. 

Adult Programs: CPR Certification: Satur-
day, Feb. 25, 9-11 a.m. What is covered: Adult, 
child and infant CPR, foreign-body airway ob-
struction, and automated external defibrillator 
(AED) usage. Cost is $87/residents, $92/non-
residents. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. 
Cost is a $10 drop-in fee each week.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week to drop-in. 
Session runs through June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES, for ages 18 and up. Fee: $5 per 
week. Session runs through March.

Dog Obedience – Polite Dog Manners: 
Tuesdays, Feb. 7-March 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. These are begin-
ner-level classes for dogs 5 months and older. 
Fee: $120/resident, $125/non-resident. 

Trip: UConn Huskies vs. St. John Red 
Storm (Men’s Basketball): Saturday, Feb. 
25, noon. Trip includes charter bus to Madi-
son Square Garden, tickets to the game and 
free time in New York. Fee is $109 for baseline 
seats or $140 for sideline seats. Bus leaves from 
Glastonbury Park and Ride.

New York Knicks vs. Boston Celtics: Sun-
day, March 5, at the TD Garden. Trip includes 
charter bus, tickets to the game (balcony) and 
free time in Boston. Registration fee is $170. 
Bus leaves from Glastonbury park and ride.

Historical Society 
Calendars Available

Marlborough Historical Society’s 2023 cal-
endars are now available. This year’s theme is 
‘Historic Newspaper Articles.’ 

The cost is $20 and can be purchased online 
at www.marlboroughhistory.org/store or by 
mail at MHS, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 
06447. All proceeds go to support preservation 
initiatives and upcoming events by the Marlbor-
ough Historical Society. 

Dean’s List
Marlborough resident Taryn Olin made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Quinebaug Valley Com-
munity College in Danielson.

Taxes Due
The second installment taxes for real estate, 

motor vehicle, personal property and the first 
installment of the supplemental motor vehicle 
tax were due Jan. 1, and the last day to pay 
without interest is Feb. 1. Interest will accrue 
at the rate of 1.5% per month, reverting to the 
due date. Minimum interest is $2. 

Taxes of $800 or less are due in one install-
ment. 

Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate 
the tax or interest. New homeowners who do 
not have a copy of their tax bill should call the 
tax office at 860-295-6205. 

Taxes can be paid at the tax collector’s of-
fice at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St. Office hours 
are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon.

People can also mail payments to Barbara 

C. Murray, Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29, Marl-
borough, CT 06447; make checks payable to 
the Town of Marlborough. To obtain receipts 
when mailing a payment, send copies of the 
bills with a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Tax payments can also be made online at 
marlboroughct.net using a credit card, with a 
3% charge; debit card, with a $1.50 charge; 
or ACH (automatic checking). Online, you 
are able to look up the taxes due and the total 
taxes that were paid in 2022. There is also a 
box to the left of the Town Hall door for pay-
ments – checks only. 

Questions concerning the assessment of 
vehicles should be directed to Simon Wake, 
assessor, at 860-295-6201 or assessor@marl-
boroughct.net. Call the tax office regarding 
any tax questions at 860-295-6205 or taxcol-
lector@marlboroughct.net.

Arts Center Membership Drive Underway
The Marlborough Arts Center is holding its 

2023 membership drive. Memberships are valid 
from January through December each year. 
New memberships are welcome and renewals 
encouraged.

The Arts Center is a regional nonprofit or-
ganization which includes all the towns in the 
Marlborough area. Artistic and cultural activi-
ties are offered throughout the year, including 
fine art shows, classes, and musical presenta-

tions.
Membership forms can be downloaded from 

www.marlborougharts.org, printed, and sub-
mitted with a check to Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter, 231 North Main Street, Marlborough CT 
06447. Payments can also be made through 
PayPal by using a link on the webpage.

The Arts Center phone number is 860-467-
6353.
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218 New London Tpke., Glastonbury, CT 06033

 
 

Are you tired of LOW bank CD Rates? 
Before you buy, give us a try! 

 
 

1 year  JP Morgan Chase  4.650 
Bank of the Sierra                         4.450 

CD Rate is based on $5,000.00 Minimum purchase and applies to either a one-year term or two-year term depending 
on the investment chosen. Interest is paid either annually or semiannually depending on the product. A penalty may 
be charged for early CD withdrawal, fees could reduce earning on the account. Advertised rate is valid as of 
01/24/2023 and subject to change daily without notice. FDIC insurance is $250,000.00 per depositor. Securities and 
advisory services offered through Prospera Financial Services, Inc. | Member FINRA/SIPC. 

 
 

L 
Financial Advisor 

 
 
www.reedwealthmanagement.com 

P 860-531-9627 • F 860-531-9629 

 
392 SOUTH MAIN ST 

STE 3 
COLCHESTER, CT 06415 

RE1-27-23

Tyler Lewis
Financial 
Advisor
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4th Friday @ the Arts Café
The Marlborough Arts Center will open 

the new season of 4th Friday @ the Arts Café 
concerts with the band Driving Route 9 on 
Friday, Jan. 27, at 7:30 p.m., at the arts center, 
231 N. Main St.

Driving Route 9 is an East Haddam band 
that performed on the lawn of the arts cen-
ter last summer. The band plays modern 
Folk/pop, with a Celtic twist. Fronting are 
Becca Gripp of Wilmington, Del., and Barry 

O’Doherty, of Donegal County, Ireland, who 
have been a songwriting duo since 2017. They 
are accompanied by Paul Emmerling of East 
Haddam on bass guitar and Dana Takaki of 
California on violin.

The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m., but the 
doors open at 7 p.m. Admission at the door is 
$10/person. Facemasks are optional. The arts 
center is handicapped-accessible and provides 
on-site parking.

Arts Center Exhibit at Town Hall
Marlborough Arts Center has a new exhibit at 

Town Hall. Featured is artwork by artists who 
are members of the center’s board of directors. 

There are watercolors by Audrey Carroll, 
acrylic paintings by Roy Wrenn, wire sculpture 
by Neal Alderman, mixed media and acrylic 

paintings by Laurie Gelston Alt, and watercol-
ors by Mary Horrigan.

The exhibit is open to the public during 
business hours at Town Hall: Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Fridays from 8 
a.m.-noon. 

Residents Sought to Serve
The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is seek-

ing residents who are interested in serving on the 
town’s various boards and commissions. 

While applications are accepted at any time 
for all boards and commissions, the selectmen 
are providing notice and encouraging residents 
to apply to fill current vacancies on the following 
boards and commissions:

Economic Development Commission (two al-
ternates); Conservation Commission (alternate); 
Water Pollution Control Authority (two alter-
nates); and Nature Trails and Sidewalks Com-
mission (alternate). 

Those interested in applying can complete the 
application form at marlboroughct.net; the link 
for the form is at the bottom of the page on the 
left-hand side. 

In accordance with the town charter, and based 
on the current composition of the various boards 
and commissions, party affiliation or other qual-
ifications may or may not be considered when 
appointments are made. People who are unaffili-
ated and those who belong to minor parties, as 
well as Democrats and Republicans, to apply.

Residents are welcome to attend any of the 
public board and commission meetings to learn 
more.

President’s List
Alexander Demosthenous of Marlborough 

made the fall 2022 President’s List at Bentley 
University in Waltham, Mass. He is a freshman 
at the school.

Dean’s List
Daniel Edward Orzech of Marlborough made 

the fall 2022 Dean’s List at Roger Williams 
University in Bristol, R.I. Orzech is majoring in 
criminal justice.

Dean’s List
Grace Leonard of Marlborough made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, N.Y.

Leonard is majoring in film studies and pro-
duction.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm Open on Saturdays for emissions 
testing by appointment only
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YEAR END TIRE 
INVENTORY SALE!

We’re clearing out,
so now is the time to buy!

Call us at 860-267-7222
or visit us in the showroom and

we’ll check inventory for your auto.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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ALL YOUR FAVORITE CAKES & CHEESECAKES!
Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials

SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
NOW 

OPEN!
BE 

SAFE!
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Available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Spinach Potato & Cheese
OR Broccoli, Potato & Cheese

with or without sausage

STUFFED BREADS & STROMBOLIS!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast 

Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
Call for Tree 

Removal
Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-372-4967
185 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield

natlhealth@aol.com

Joe Wroblewski & Associates llc
Please Call Joe 

& Laurie for
a FREE,

No Obligation 
Consultation
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We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Turning 65?
Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare 
prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans
Medigap Supplements

Advantage Plans
Dental Plans for Medicare 

Eligible Individuals

— HELPING PEOPLE IN THE AREA FOR 25 YEARS —
Not Affiliated with the federal Medicare program. We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited

to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, Jan. 30: Not Just Quilting, 9:30 
a.m.-noon; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Lunch, noon. Menu: chicken 
Alfredo with penne pasta, broccoli florets, garlic 
knot, fresh fruit; setback, 1-4 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 31: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Mahjong, 
1-3 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 1: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: grape juice, 
country fried steak, mac ‘n cheese, stewed to-
matoes, wheat bread, frosted cake; setback, 1-4 
p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 2: Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 
Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Rummikub – a fast-
moving rummy tile game, 1-3 p.m.; Parkinson’s 
Exercise with Anne, 3-4 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 3: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-2 

p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Assistance, 10 
a.m.-noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: or-
ange juice, chicken pot pie with potatoes, peas 
‘n carrots in crust, roasted Brussels sprouts, 100 
percent whole wheat bread, slice of pie. 

Congregate Meals: All meals are served 
with milk, bread and margarine. Suggested do-
nation: $3 or what you can afford.

Free Baked Goods: Bread and bakery 
goods are available for free at the senior cen-
ter, courtesy of Big Y and Stop & Shop.

Transportation: Available Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Transportation available 
to the senior center, shopping, and medical and 
non-medical appointments. A 36-hour advance 
registration is required. Masks are also required, 
as well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
The food bank is open to qualified residents in 
need of food. Transportation for seniors and/or 
physically challenged individuals is available; 
call the senior center if you need a ride.

Income Tax Prep: AARP will do free Income 
Tax Preparation at the senior center Thursdays, 
Feb. 9 and 23, and March 9 and 23, from 9 a.m.-
noon each day. To sign up, call the senior center. 

Weather-Related Closings/Late Open-
ings: In instances of inclement weather, tune to 
WFSB-TV 3 or NBC Connecticut for the latest.

Second Blessings to Reopen
Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on the 

ground floor at Marlborough Congregational 
Church, 35 S. Main St., is reopening Friday, 
Feb. 3. The shop will be open Fridays from 
noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. through June 24. Second Blessings accepts 
donations during shopping hours.

All shelves and tables in the shop are re-
stocked with featured winter and spring mer-
chandise along with vintage and antiques, 
including side chairs and furniture, toys and 
games, puzzles, baking and cooking, entertain-

ing, decorating, gift-giving, and more. The cor-
ner nook displays quality handbags along with 
newly arrived jewelry including name-brand 
and artisan pieces. The Holiday Room is open 
year-round and showcases Christmas and win-
ter holidays.  

New merchandise arrives every week.  
Unique and higher-quality items are sold year-
round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay. 

For more information, call the church office 
at 860-295-9050.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Thomas J. Sas, John McKaig is deacon emeri-
tus and the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. 
The church office can be reached at 860-295-
0001; hours are Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. People are asked to call before head-
ing over or connect via the phone or email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

COVID-19 Protocol: For the fully vacci-
nated, masks are not required. For the unvac-
cinated, masks continue to be encouraged. Call 
the office for more information.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. 
Weekday Mass: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. 

Confirmation Community: The church’s 
active 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation pro-
gram continues. Registration is required as well. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 

information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank; you may 
also bring non-perishable food or household 
donations directly to the Marlborough Food 
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues on the 
last Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de 
Paul in Middletown. The Community Garden 
to benefit Marlborough Food Bank continues to 
supply fresh produce each week and volunteers 
are always welcome. Other scheduled service 
opportunities can be found on the church web-
site and are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on such programs as adult faith for-
mation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Colum-
bus or other ministries, call the office, visit the 
church website at www.stjfchurch.org, or look 
for the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher 
Roman Catholic Church).

Donations Sought
for Tag Sale

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 North 
Main St., will hold a tag sale Saturday, Feb. 4, 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – and donations are sought. 
Drop-off dates and times are: Saturday, Jan. 28, 
from 10-11:30 a.m.; and Tuesday, Feb. 1, from 
6-7 p.m. Items may be left at the lower level next 
to the door.

People can donate various items and work-
ing household goods; please, no books, TVs or 
clothes.

Snow date for the tag sale is Saturday, Feb. 11.

Pre-Kindergarten Screening Information
All public school systems in Connecticut 

are responsible for the identification of chil-
dren who may be eligible to receive special 
education services. The Early Childhood 
team at Marlborough Elementary School is 
accepting applications for current resident 
children interested in the pre-kindergarten 
screening for the 2023-24 school year.

If you are interested in your child partici-
pating in this process, eligible children must 
be at least 3 years old by Sept. 1 and parents/

guardians must complete and return a ques-
tionnaire no later than Thursday, March 23. 
Note: children identified as kindergarten eli-
gible (those turning 5 by Dec. 31, 2023) are 
not eligible for the PreK program for the up-
coming school year. 

Contact Marcy Spellman at 860-295-6236 
or mspellman@marlborough.k12.ct.us to re-
ceive a screening questionnaire or for more 
information regarding the program.
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

 Rivereast Goes to Thailand… Kayleigh Kinsella of Portland brought the Rivereast 
to see the Wat Chiang Man temple in Chiang Mai, Thailand, during a recent trip.

 Adventures in Aruba… Mary Ann and Dennis Wall and Teresa and Dave Shulman, 
all of East Hampton, recently brought the Rivereast to Aruba. This Rivereast was 
special as Red McKinney’s Golf Tournament was the front cover. Aruba was Red’s 
favorite place. so the four said they wanted him to make another trip there.

 Sight & Sound… Members of St. Mary Church in Portland, as well as folks from 
several surrounding towns, brought the Rivereast a trip to the Sight & Sound Theatre 
in Lancaster, Pa.

 Beautiful Budapest…  Deborah Wilcox-Loos and Donald Loos recently visited St. 
Josef’s Cathedral in Budapest, Hungary. Debby and Don stepped off their Viking 
River cruise on The Danube to visit the beautiful city of Budapest.
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“The greatest mistake you 
can make in life is 
continually fearing that 
you’ll make one.”
--Elbert HubbardElbert Hubbard

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq. Kevin Godwin, Esq.
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

Drink Beer, Read Books
at Brewery Event

 Local author Jack Matthews, center, will appear at new local brewery Rule of 3 on 
Sunday, Feb. 5. Matthews is shown with the brewery’s co-owners, John Vitale, left, 
and Scott Cross, right. 

By Jack Lakowsky
On Sunday, Feb. 5, from 1-4 p.m., local au-

thors will team up with Rule of 3 Brewing in 
East Hampton for “Books and a Brew.” 

John Vitale and veteran brewer Scott Cross 
opened their new brewery this past August and 
offer a wide selection of beers brewed on the 
premises, including IPAs, stouts, porters, pale 
ales and Kolsch-style beer. 

Vitale and Cross recently met with local au-
thor Jack Matthews and came up with the idea 
to hold an event featuring both local craft beers 
and local authors.

Matthews reached out to other authors in the 
area, who eagerly responded when invited to 
participate in the event. As a result, anyone who 
stops by on Sunday, Feb. 5, will have a chance 

to chat with local authors, buy signed copies 
of their books (hint: Valentine’s Day is right 
around the corner) and enjoy a locally brewed 
craft beer.

Rule of 3 Brewing sports beers with such 
names as “1st Rule,” “Heckyl’s Revenge,” 
“Jester Effect” and “Exception to the Rule.” 
The brewery’s new facility, set back from the 
road, on Rt. 66, features seating at both the 
bar and the tables scattered throughout the 
4,000-square-foot premises.

The works of the 15 authors selected for the 
event represent a wide variety of genre, 

including murder mysteries, historical fic-
tion, romance, children and young adult. 

Rule of 3 Brewery is located at 201 West 
High St., Unit B1.

Correction
An article in last week’s Rivereast said 

the Middle Haddam Public Library was 
built in 1909. That is actually when the 
structure became a library; the building it-
self is from 1792.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Knights of Columbus State Raffle
The Knights of Columbus Belltown Coun-

cil 6190 is again offering Connecticut State 
Council raffle tickets. 

There are 10 prizes to be awarded. First 
prize is $5,000; second is $3,500; third is 
$2,000; fourth is $1,500; fifth is $1,000; sixth 
is $600; seventh is $500; eighth is $400; ninth 
is $300 and tenth is $200.

The drawing will be held Friday, May 5, at 
9 p.m., at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 
200 Columbus Blvd., Hartford. Ticket holders 
need not be present to win.

Tickets are $10 each and may be purchased 
through any of the Knights of Columbus 
members or by calling Bob DeMarchi at 860-
267-5978.

Police News
1/8: Jason Zelaya, 20, of Centerbrook, was 

issued a summons for traveling unreasonably 
fast, misuse of plates and operating an unregis-
tered and uninsured motor vehicle, East Hamp-
ton Police said. 

1/15: Emily Winalski, 30, of East Hampton 
was arrested and charged with driving under the 
influence, police said.

1/17: A 17-year-old male juvenile of East 
Hampton was issued a summons for second-
degree threatening, police said. The juvenile 

made the statement, “I should just get a gun and 
shoot up this place,” referring to a school, po-
lice added.

1/21: Douglas Fellows, 29, of Meriden, was 
issued a summons for operating a motor vehicle 
while registration or license is refused, sus-
pended or revoked, police said.

Also, from Jan. 9-22, officers responded to 
37 medical calls, 11 motor vehicle accidents 
and 12 alarms, and made 56 traffic stops, police 
said.

Taxes Due
Taxes for the second installment of real 

estate, personal property, and supplemental 
motor vehicles were due and payable Jan. 1. 
The last day on which to pay without penalty 
is Feb. 1. 

The supplemental motor vehicle tax bills 
were mailed Dec. 9. There is not an additional 
mailing for the second installment of real es-
tate and personal property bills.

Make checks payable to: Town of East 

Hampton. Payment can be made at Town 
Hall, 1 Community Drive. Hours of collec-
tion: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; and 
Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Payments may also be mailed to: Collector 
of Revenue, 1 Community Drive, East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424. People can also pay online by 
visiting www.easthamptonct.gov. 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Masks are encouraged, but not required.  
Visit the senior center online at www.easthamp-
tonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served at the center Monday 
through Friday, to ages 60 and up. Call the cen-
ter to reserve a meal or sign up online. Reser-
vations for the next day’s meal are due by 11 
a.m. the day before. Meals are free, though a $3 
donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m. Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m. Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m. Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 
p.m. Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person and 
via Zoom. Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15-11:45 
a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. Mah-
jongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; call also to put 
your name on a list if interested in learning how 
to play. Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 
10-11 a.m., and one meets every other Thurs-
day, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  The group will 
meet outdoors, weather permitting; otherwise it 
will be indoors or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group: 
Monday, Feb. 6, 10 a.m. This is a low-key op-
portunity to meet others and share resources. 
The group determines the topics for discussion 
for the next month. 

Movie Day: Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1-3 p.m. Re-
member the Titans will be shown. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Mon-
day, Feb. 13, 10:30 a.m. This is a social hour of 
facts, activities and snacks, just for guys. 

Book Club: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 10:30 a.m. A 
Spark of Light by Jodi Pecault will be discussed.

Closet Organizing: Folks are invited to 
help organize the center’s craft supply closet 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, from 10 a.m.-noon. Sign 
up to stay for lunch too.

Family Tree: Friday, Feb. 17, 10:30 a.m. Ken 
Doney will help people search for the history of 
their families. Bring your own mobile device. 
One-on-one time is available. 

Beeyonder: Brazil/Black History in Bahia: 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 3-4 p.m., via Zoom. See 

some famous Salvador sights. A small Brazilian 
treat will be provided.

Art w/Karen: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2-4 p.m. Kar-
en Williams will take people through beginner 
steps of creating an acrylic painting. Cost is $5, 
paid to Williams the day of the event. 

AARP Safe Driving Course: Monday, Feb. 
27, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the senior center. 
Fee: $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-
members. Bring exact amount for payment as 
no change will be available. Check made out to 
AARP or cash (no bills larger than $20). Arrive 
10-15 mins early for paperwork. Bring a pen, 
and your AARP card number if a member.

Trips: Stayin’ Alive: See this Bee Gees trib-
ute band at the Aqua Turf club in Plantsville 
Monday, May 22. There will be coffee and 
doughnuts upon arrival and a family-style lunch 
served. Cost is $116. Deposit of $25 to reserve 
a spot by March 9. Please call for more informa-
tion or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Lighthouse Cruise-Narragansett Bay: 
Wednesday, July 12. Cost is $127. Deposit of 
$25 is needed by April 6. Cruise aboard a cata-
maran and see 10 famous lighthouses and 10 
islands. Brunch at the Quonset ‘O’ Club before 
the cruise and go shopping at Olde Mistick Vil-
lage after. Call for more information or stop by 
to pick up a flyer.

Saratoga: Aug. 2-3. Visit the Saratoga 
racetrack and place your bets, then stay at the 
Queensbury Hotel and enjoy a welcome dinner. 
Day two includes heading to the top of Pros-
pect Mountain overlooking Lake George and 
then and a two-hour narrated, luncheon, Lake 
George steamboat cruise with live entertain-
ment! Also, stroll the village. Cost is $429/
person for a double/triple and $509/person for 
a single. Deposit of $150 is due May 2. Call for 
more information or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call 
you before the drop-off to let you know the cost 
of the groceries. You can write out a check for 
the amount, payable to the Town of East Hamp-
ton. The volunteer will drop off the groceries 
at your door and pick up the check in a prear-
ranged designated spot.

President’s List
Annin Daley of East Hampton made the fall 

2022 President’s List at Castleton University in 
Castleton, Vt.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin



NEWS BULLETIN • January 27, 2023 Page 21

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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BBQ Brunch
This Saturday 11am-2pm

Our regular menu will be 
available as well!

Foodshare Next Thursday
The East Hampton Lions remind all resi-

dents that the Foodshare mobile food pantry 
will be at the St. Patrick Church parking lot 
next Thursday, Feb. 2, from 9-10 a.m. The 
truck leaves promptly at 10 a.m., so don’t 
come at the last minute.

The food pantry is open to all; no proof of 
residency or income verification needed. The 
Lions said they are hoping with this program 
it will cut down on people’s grocery bills. 
The attendance appears to be increasing each 
time, the Lions said; the last time the pantry 
visited, 177 people showed up. 

If the line is long when you arrive, the Li-
ons advise stay in your car until the line goes 
down some; however, you should still get in 
line by 9:45 a.m. The other option is to come 
early so that when the truck arrives you’ll be 

one of the first in line; the line normally starts 
forming by 8:15 a.m. St. Patrick Church puts 
out chairs for people to sit on while they wait 
in line.

If East Hampton schools are closed due to 
weather, the food pantry appearance is can-
celed. However, if there is a two-hour delay, 
the food pantry will go on unless the Lions 
feel it is unsafe. If the Foodshare truck is can-
celed, the Lions will post it on the “Let’s Talk 
East Hampton” Facebook page, or people 
may call 860-977-5760 for the status.

The Lions said they never know what Food-
share is going to bring. At the food pantry’s 
first distribution there was primarily produce. 
Another week there was produce, bread, milk, 
pickles and yogurt. The last visit, there was 
produce, some dairy and also chicken. 

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
us at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary

 Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, 
Mindful Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Held in the library community room. For ages 
18 months and up; siblings welcome, Baby 
Rhyme Time: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For chil-
dren ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. 
Held in the library community room.

Valentines for Seniors: Stop by the chil-
dren’s room any day from Jan. 28 through Feb. 
11 and use the supplies provided to design a 
Valentine’s Day card for a local senior citizen. 

Nintendo Switch Tournament: Grades 
1-5: Saturday, Jan. 28, 2-3:30 p.m. This is a 
Nintendo Switch game tournament for elemen-
tary school-aged kids. All skill levels welcome. 
Registration required. 

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Sat-
urday, Feb. 4, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. There will be 

mini-golf and crafts from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
face-painting will be offered from 1-4 p.m. No 
registration required.

DIY Days – Slap Bracelets: Saturday, Feb. 
11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., for children and families in 
grades K-8. No registration required; just drop 
in. Available while supplies last. 

Teen Program: Teen Dungeons and Drag-
ons: Wednesday, Feb. 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m., for 
grades 8-12. No previous playing experience 
is required. The library will provide basic fifth 
edition, level four characters and all the sup-
plies needed to play. 

Adult Programs: The Town of Iron Toys: 
The Mechanical Banks of the J. & E. Stevens 
Company: Tuesday, Jan. 31, 6:30 p.m. Demon-
strating his collection of 20 mechanical banks 
dating from the late 1800s, Richard Donohue 
will lead this interactive presentation about the 
J. & E. Stevens Company of Cromwell. 

Cookbook Club – Casseroles!: Tuesday, 
Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. Bring in a dish of your favor-
ite casserole, or try something new. The library 
will provide plates and utensils; all you need is 
your casserole and 10 copies of the recipe to 
share. The Cookbook Club meets the first Tues-
day of every month. 

Violin & Valentines: An Evening of Music 
with Brunilda Myftaraj: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 6 
p.m. Catch a performance by acclaimed violin-
ist Brunilda Myftaraj. Light refreshments to 
follow. 

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library has a new P.O. box 
number: 123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 
Masks are optional. 

Yoga: Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 9 a.m., with Erin Day of Ten 
Summit Yoga. Cost is a $10 drop-in fee. Regis-

ter at tensummitst@gmail.com.
Spinning Fibers: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Bring 

your own wheel and fiber. All are welcome.
Mahjong: Monday, Jan. 30, 10:30 a.m. All 

players welcome.
Walleye on the Fly: Monday, Jan. 30, 7 p.m. 

Fly fisherman and guide Rowan Lytle has pur-
sued walleye, one of Connecticut’s most unde-
rutilized gamefish, catching trophy caliber fish 
each season since 2016. This talk highlights 
flies, presentation, and finding structure and 
conditions to catch walleye on local water and 
throughout their range. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to worship Sundays at 9 a.m. Pastor is the 
Rev. Tom Cowger. Refreshments are served af-
ter the service.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities are offered for kids in the Fellow-
ship Hall during the worship service. All are 

welcome.
Bible Study: Adult Bible Study is held each 

Sunday at 10:30 a.m.in the Chapel. The study 
traces God’s covenant with his people.

Zoom Bible Study: Thursdays from 7 to 8 
p.m. The study looks at various ways to ap-
proach Bible reading to enhance the ability to 
hear what God says. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 
860-267-2336; hours are Monday-Friday, 
12:30-4:30 p.m. The church website is at www.
hncovenantchurch.org.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Sunday School: New students are always 
welcome. Call the Rev. Joane Neel-Richards at 
203-671-3455 for details or contact her at jneel-
richard16@gmail.com.

Bible Study: Contact the Rev. Bobette Reed 
Kahn at bobette@.kahn.com for information 
and instructions. The class meets on Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. via Zoom.

Donations and Contributions: Place all re-
turnable bottles in the barrels next to the shed. 

Items for donation to the East Hampton Food 
Bank are collected in the black containers next 
to the rear door of the church.

Reminder: The annual meeting will oc-
cur immediately after the worship service this 
Sunday. Copies of the annual report are cur-
rently online; hard copies will be available at 
the meeting.

Upcoming Event: Volunteers are needed to 
help with the Superbowl Sunday Chili Fun-
draiser. All profits will be donated to the East 
Hampton Food Bank. Contact Susie Karl for 
details.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0287 or 
Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-633-0472.

Sponsors Sought for 
Concert Series

Sponsors are sought for the 2023 Joseph N. 
Goff House Gazebo Concert Series. Donation 
levels include: Maestro sponsor, $250; Soprano 
sponsor, $150; Alto sponsor, $75; Tenor spon-
sor, $50; Bass sponsor, $25; or any amount you 
wish to contribute. 

Donations help pay for the musical entertain-
ment and publicity for the concerts, which will 
be held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. this summer, at 
the Center School Gazebo in the Village Center.

Tax-deductible checks – Tax ID number is 
06-1494507 – should be made payable to The 
Joseph N. Goff House, Inc. and mailed to: The 
Joseph N. Goff House, Inc. P.O. Box 337, East 
Hampton, CT 06424. 

Call 860-918-4400 or 860-993-5311 for more 
information, or visit goffhouseehct.blogspot.com.

Nursery School
Seeking Help

Due to COVID setbacks and increasing oper-
ating costs, East Hampton Nursery School may 
be forced to close, officials with the school said. 
Officials are seeking donations to help keep the 
school running. 

Since EHNS is nonprofit, all funds raised go 
right back to the school and all donations are 
tax-exempt (06-0844605).

A GoFundMe has been started for any dona-
tions; it is located at gofund.me/8f40a587. Peo-
ple can also donate via Venmo @easthampton-
nurseryschool, and can send checks, made out 
to East Hampton Nursery School, to: P.O. Box 
135, East Hampton, CT 06424.

EHACC Grants Available
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects that enrich the lives of 
East Hampton residents through the arts. 

Deadline to apply is April 1; email applica-
tions to arts@easthamptonct.org or drop them 
off at the town manager’s office at Town Hall. 

Eligibility: One of two $500 grants are avail-
able to be awarded to individuals or organiza-
tions residing in East Hampton. The commis-
sion reserves the right to award a grant to an 
individual or organization it determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/
or project and its likelihood of continuing via-
bility or success. The organization’s or project’s 
accessibility and service to the East Hampton 
community. Grant recipients must credit the 
East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission on 
all press releases, posters, print advertising and 
programs. 

Evaluation: An interview may be requested 
of the candidate prior to awarding the grant. 
An update of your progress will be required six 
months post-award date and a final report will 
be required one year post award date.

Applications are available at www.artsfore-
asthamptonct.org

EHMS Volleyball 
Registration 

Student/athletes in seventh or eighth grade 
who are interested in playing for the boys or 
girls volleyball teams can register at FamilyID.
com. Students must have a physical within a 
13-month period in order to participate. 

The deadline for registration is Monday, Jan. 
30. For more information, call East Hampton 
Middle School athletic director Michael Mer-
caldi at 860-463-6837.

Church Annual
Meeting Feb. 5

The members of the Second Congregational 
Church of Middle Haddam are hereby notified 
of the annual meeting and budget meeting to be 
held after worship on Sunday, Feb. 5.
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 Hockey Checks Cancer… Pictured is the Shamrocks hockey team, consisting of 
players from Bolton, Coventry, RHAM, East Hartford, Windham Tech and Rockville. 
The players and families recently raised over $3,000 to support Hockey Fights Can-
cer, a charitable initiative dedicated to raising money and awareness toward cancer 
research. The team participated in a team community skate at the Bolton Ice Palace 
on Jan. 21, then hosted Hall High School for a varsity game afterwards. The team 
fought hard and although they lost 5-2, they won big for cancer awareness!

 Portland resident Alain Munkittrick 
just published a book on the history 
of Portland and beyond, with research 
stretching from the shoreline to northern 
New England, aiming to get the word out 
about the Connecticut River Valley’s rich 
history, a region that, Munkittrick said, 
has been unfairly overshadowed by fixa-
tion on New York’s Hudson River Valley. 
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its sprawling farms, nourished by “the richness 
of valley soils.”

The author explored artistic history too, from 
the Old Lyme arts colony to Nook Farm, where 
writers like Mark Twain and Harriet Beecher 
Stowed wrote, up to another arts colony in Cor-
nish, New Hampshire. 

The river valley also produced a president 
– Calvin Coolidge, who started his career in 
Northampton, Mass. 

Of the 300 photos he compiled – some of 
which were previously unpublished – Coolidge 
is the erstwhile subject of Munkittrick’s favor-
ite photo, a crowd gathered outside Coolidge’s 
home when he received his nomination for an-
other post he held, United States vice president. 

“That one is really cool,” he said. 
In an email, Munkittrick said “some of my 

most satisfying experiences involved being able 
to identify houses and people in period photo-
graphs based on newspaper accounts, genea-
logical research, historic maps, or other arcane 
sources. 

“Meeting and working with so many like-
minded archivists and volunteers in local his-
torical societies was also incredibly rewarding.”

Historic Houses of the Connecticut River 
Valley is available on Amazon and at Barnes 
& Noble, and will soon be shelved at smaller 
bookstores. 

Munkittrick will discuss his book on Feb. 4 at 
the Portland Library at 1 p.m. For other events 
reach out to munkittrickassociates@gmail.com. 

KoC Spaghetti Supper
The Knights of Columbus Belltown Coun-

cil 6190 at St. Patrick Church in East Hamp-
ton will sponsor its semi-annual spaghetti 
and meatball dinner Friday, Jan. 27, from 
4:30-7:30 p.m., at the church parish cen-
ter, located at 47 West High St. (Inclement 
weather date is Feb. 3.) 

Take-out and dine-in meals will be offered.
Meal prices are $13 for adults and $12 for 

seniors. Children 5 and under eat for free. 
The meal will include a salad, bread, dessert, 

coffee, tea, soda, water and punch drinks. 
Proceeds will support local charitable pro-
grams. Raffle prizes and musical entertain-
ment will be offered as well.

The Knights of Columbus will also be col-
lecting non-perishable food items for the East 
Hampton Food Bank. 

Contact Jim Radavich at 860-319-9288 or 
email jradavich@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation.

Historical Society to Meet
The Chatham Historical Society will meet 

Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 7 p.m., at the society mu-
seum at Bevin Blvd. 

Anyone interested in joining the society is 
welcome to attend.

Cabin Fever Talk 
The Chatham Historical Society’s next Cabin 

Fever talk will be Saturday, Feb. 4, at 1 p.m., 
in-person at East Hampton Public Library, 105 
Main St.

East Hampton native and avid historian Dean 
Markham will present “It’s a Hot Time in the 
Old Town Tonight.” He will talk about the his-
tory of fires that have plagued the town – such 
as the May 2012 blaze that destroyed the 1880 
Bevin Bell Factory. 

All are invited. 

Helping Hands Closed 
for February

Helping Hands, a ministry of Corner-
stone Church, will be closed for the month 
of February and will reopen on Saturday, 
March 4. The church will start accepting 
donations again Thursday, March 2.

For more information, email Judy Hol-
mquist at judyhlm49@yahoo.com.

Epoch Arts
Upcoming Events

Epoch Arts has announced a pair of upcom-
ing events for teens. There is no need to register 
for either one. Both events will be at Epoch, 27 
Skinner St. For more information, visit www.
epocharts.org.

Teen Glow Paint Night: Friday, Jan. 27, 7-9 
p.m., for students in grades 6-12. Teens can 
come for a glow-in-the-dark paint night. Feel 
free to wear something that glows in the dark. 
Cost is $25. 

Masked Ball Dance: Friday, Feb. 10, 7-9 
p.m. Teens can get dressed in their dance attire 
– fancy, funky or fun – and dance all night to a 
live DJ. There will be a photo booth along with 
props to pose with. There will be free food and 
drink all night. Feel free to wear a theater mask 
or paint one. Cost is $10. 

Chocolate Cherry
Cakes for Sale

The Missions Committee of the Second Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam at 52 
Middle Haddam Rd. will sell chocolate cherry 
cakes on Sunday, Feb. 12, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m.

The cakes are in heart- and star-shaped glass 
dishes; decorated for $4 each. A percentage of 
the profits are donated to the East Hampton 
Food Bank.

Call Kathy at 860-510-8102 to reserve. 
Little League

Registration Open
East Hampton Little League registration is 

now open for the 2023 spring season.  Registra-
tion will be open till Feb. 12.  

Head to Belltownll.org for more information.

Valentine Pop-Up 
Boutique

On Saturday, Feb. 11, the Congregational 
Church of East Hampton, located at 59 Main 
St., will hold a Valentine Pop-Up Boutique 
from 9:30 a.m.-noon. 

Featured will be a chocolate bake sale, Em-
ma’s Famous Fudge, gifts and a Valentine photo 
booth. There will be free coffee or hot chocolate 
for all who attend. 

Storm date is Sunday, Feb. 12, from 1-3:30 
p.m. 

Valentine Tea
Haddam Neck Congregational Church will 

hold a Valentine Tea, to benefit Heifer Interna-
tional, on Sunday, Feb. 12, at noon at the church 
parish house, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam 
Neck.

The tea will feature homemade Valentine 
treats and punch. All are welcome. 

Admission is free, but donations will be ac-
cepted to benefit Heifer International, a national 
nonprofit that works to eradicate hunger on a 
global scale.

For more information, visit www.haddam-
neckcongregationalchurch.org

Volunteer Drivers 
Sought

Volunteer drivers are needed for the 
CRT Meals-on-Wheels program at the East 
Hampton Senior Center. Folks can commit 
to one hour a week or a month, or be a reg-
ular or substitute driver. 

Driver opportunities available Monday-
Friday. Call the senior center for more 
details at 860-267-4426 or email senior-
center@easthamptonct.gov.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for in-
person services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be 
accessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 
p.m. All voices are welcome.

Upcoming Events: Saturday, Jan. 28, 6:30 
p.m., Family Movie Night; Saturday, Feb. 4, 
Souper Bowl of Caring.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Tues-
day-Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. 

Dean’s List
The following East Hampton residents made 

the fall 2022 Dean’s List at Springfield College 
in Springfield, Mass.:

Jonathan Barber, who is majoring in comput-
er and information sciences; and Grace Cronin 
and Maggie Donohue, who are each majoring 
in health science/pre-physical therapy.

Also making the Dean’s List was Haddam 
Neck resident Connor Michalowski, who is ma-
joring in exercise science/pre-athletic training.

President’s List
East Hampton residents Stephen Roy, Carrye 

Burr and Tyler Seifert made the fall 2022 Presi-
dent’s List at Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity in Manchester, N.H.

Honor Society Inductee
Abigail Mele of Cobalt was inducted into 

the Alpha Upsilon Omega Chapter of Sigma 
Tau Delta International English Honor Society 
in April 2022, at Gordon College in Wenham, 
Mass. 

Mele earned Presidential Honors in the fall 
and Dean’s List in the spring for the 2021-22 
school year.  She is working toward her Bach-
elor’s degree in English. She is the daughter of 
James and Loretta Mele of Cobalt.

Grants Available for 
Capstone Project

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Com-
mission is accepting applications from East 
Hampton High School juniors and seniors 
for $200 grants to support an annual East 
Hampton High School capstone project. 

Deadline to apply is Feb. 1. Applications 
are available at www.artsforeasthamptonct.
org and can be submitted to arts@eastham-
tponct.org or can be mailed/dropped off at 
the town manager’s office at the East Hamp-
ton Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East 
Hampton, CT 06424.

Dean’s List
Alexandra Dombrowski of East Hampton 

made the fall 2022 Dean’s List at Upper Iowa 
University in Fayette, Iowa. 

Dombrowski is an emergency/disaster man-
agement major.

The AHM Family Resource Center will 
offer a free Parenting Workshop Tuesdays, 
Jan. 31, from 7:30-8:30 p.m., via Zoom. The 
workshop is appropriate for parents with chil-
dren of all ages. 

Topics to be covered include using encour-
agement, naming emotions, reasoning, in-

volvement, communication and humor. Class 
participants will receive the book E.N.R.I.C.H. 
Your Relationship with Your Child by Dr. Deb-
bie Kruenegel-Farr. 

Registration is required; to do so, email 
Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.org. 

Your Ad
Should Be here!

CAll uS

860-633-4691
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Superintendent Calls for 4.76% Budget Increase
By Michael Sinkewicz

RHAM Superintendent of Schools Colin 
McNamara presented the district’s combined 
budget proposal for the 2023-2024 fiscal year 
on Monday, calling for a significant increase in 
spending.

The operating budget proposal was $31.18 
million with the capital budget penciled in at 
$529,645. Overall, the combined budget is 
$31.71 million — an increase of $1.44 million 
or 4.76% from current year spending. 

The capital budget proposal represents a 
nearly 5% increase from the current year.

As expected, salaries make up the majority 
of proposal, coming in at almost $18 million. 
Salaries, combined with employee benefits, at 
$4.1 million, represent 69% of the total spend-
ing plan.

“Like other school districts across the state 
that are contending with rising costs, the pro-
posed budget for Region 8 is responsive to our 
current financial climate,” McNamara told the 
education board.

Hebron, with 596 students enrolled at RHAM 
— the most at the school — would contribute 
$15.41 million, or nearly half of the operational 
budget. Marlborough, 436 students, would owe 
$11.27 million and Andover, with 174 students 
would pay $4.5 million. Both Hebron and Marl-
borough’s shares increased, while Andover’s 
decreased.

For the capital budget, Hebron would offer 
$261,751, Marlborough would pay $191,467 
and Andover would add $76,428. 

McNamara outlined numerous reasons for 

the budget increase. First, he explained that 
for the 2022-23 year, the budget reflected a 
$1.4 million decrease in bond payments from 
the previous year, which minimized the over-
all budget increase for that proposal. Without 
the bond payment drop, he said, that proposal 
would’ve been a 3.61% increase.

Other factors influencing the budget include 
a projected decrease in revenue by nearly 
$180,000, or 25%. Health insurance costs have 
also increased, along with contractual salary 
bumps.

For salaries, certified staff is seeing an in-
crease of $385,242, non-certified staff is go-
ing up $163,254 and administration is jumping 
$47,593 from the current budget. 

A variety of other costs also increased, in-
cluding utilities, mainly due to diesel fuel, the 
student transpiration budget, technology and 
equipment expenses.

One large item includes the services associat-
ed with a state-mandated HVAC review, which 
will cost $107,254.

McNamara included a few staff additions in 
his proposal. Most notably, he is calling for a 
new instructional coach/curriculum coordinator 
at $106,864. This teaching position would help 
district’s instructional practices and ensure that 
the curriculum is aligned with all current state 
and national standards. 

The superintendent stated that this addition 
likely wouldn’t impact the budget’s bottom-
line, when factoring in other reductions. 

For savings, McNamara said that out-of-

school tuition costs for special education will 
go down by $241,957. 

He also shared that two part-time positions, 
which are currently vacant, would be eliminat-
ed from the next budget. 

This includes a family and consumer science 
teacher, which was cut due to a lack of appli-
cants. The other position was an instructional 
technology coach.

McNamara stated that the district’s per pupil 
spending was low compared to other regional 
districts. Combined with a steady decrease in 
enrollment, that per pupil cost will likely con-
tinue to increase. 

According to the district’s statistics, enroll-
ment will drop by around 100 students through 
the 2027-28 school year before increasing 
back the school’s current enrollment sometime 
around 2032.

However, McNamara expressed that elemen-
tary school enrollment is expected to increase, 
which will “significantly impact RHAM.”

He said that school officials “must ensure that 
the district remains prepared to meet the needs 
of that increase to student population.”

The Board of Education is expected to ap-
prove a budget proposal in April. In the weeks 
ahead, members will meet with the boards of 
selectmen and finance in the three towns to re-
ceive feedback and collaborate.

“Basically, we have between now and April 
3rd to work through to get to the point where we 
have a solid document that we’re comfortable 
pushing forward for a vote,” said school board 
chair Michael Morris. 

Still, he acknowledged that it’s “an uncom-
fortable time,” referring to the finical realties 
related to inflation.

“What we do has a major impact on all of the 
towns,” he said.

One board member suggested that without 
the inflationary backdrop to this budget season, 
the proposed increase might come across as 
“outrageous.”

Morris said that the increase wasn’t that ab-
normal, especially considering historical trends.

However, over the past eight years, the high-
est budget percentage increase was in 2014-15 
at 3.49%. McNamara also stated that last year’s 
budget would’ve exceeded that number if not 
for the bond payment decrease. 

Morris said that typically every budget has a 
2% increase associated with the “cost of doing 
business.” The board tries to breakup expenses 
over a series of years to help minimize the im-
pact on any one budget.

For example, he said that Smartboards aren’t 
replaced all at once.

“We can push this off, but kicking the can 
down the road isn’t going to solve it either,” he 
said. 

Budget Breakdown
Salaries represent $17.94 million in the bud-

get, an increase of $541,377 or 3.11% form cur-
rent spending.

Employee benefits are budgeted for $4.1 mil-
lion, up by $126,505 or 3.18% from the current 
year.

Purchased services come in at $4.66 million, 
and represent a $277,225 or 6.31% increase 
from the current spending. 

In-state tuition decreased to $1.45 million, 
down by $230,546 or 13.66%.

Supplies account for $1.42 million, an in-
crease of $134,511 or 10.45%.

Property represents $613,971 of the budget 
proposal, up by $362,356 or 144%.

Finally, “other” items represent $1.5 million, 
an increase of $25,081 or 1.69%.

Youth Lacrosse Registration, Clinic
RHAM Youth Lacrosse registration is open 

for its 2023 spring season.  There are programs 
for both boys and girls in grades K-8, who re-
side in Hebron, Marlborough, Andover, East 
Hampton, Columbia, Bolton and other local 
towns that do not offer a youth lacrosse pro-
gram. 

Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com for more 
information and to sign up. Email any questions 

to ascibek@gmail.com. Registration deadline 
for the spring season is Saturday, Feb. 11.

Also, RHAM Youth Lacrosse will hold a free 
Learn to Play Lacrosse clinic Saturday, Feb. 4, 
at RHAM High School, for any child interested 
in trying lacrosse. No equipment is required to 
attend the clinic. Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.
com to sign up and for more information.  

Social Media Presentations for Parents/Caregivers
AHM Youth & Family Services is partner-

ing with Welcome 2 Reality and will host 
two presentations for parents and caregivers 
who have children, tweens and teens who use 
phones and are on social media.

The first presentation, “Social Media and 
Our Youth,” will be Tuesday, Jan. 31, and will 
cover the benefits/drawbacks, interpretation, 
legal ramifications of social media and how to 
be responsible with social media. The second 
presentation, “Support for Parents and Care-
givers, will be on Tuesday, Feb. 28, and will 
discuss strategies how to monitor technology 
use at home; giving structure and support with 

clear boundaries; giving access or freedom in 
increments. Parent concerns will be addressed 
on topics such as internet addiction, addictive 
technology (cell phone, fear of missing out 
– a.k.a. F.O.M.O.), video-gaming and over-
stimulation.

Each presentation will be from 7-8 p.m. via 
Zoom. There is no cost to attend but space is 
limited to 40 registrations. To register, email 
AHM Prevention Coordinator Jenn Boehler at 
jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.  

For additional information, visit ahmyouth.
org/chec-coalition-committee.

Paint Night Fundraiser for Project Graduation
AHM Youth & Family Services will host a 

Paint Night Fundraiser to benefit the RHAM 
High School Class of 2023 Project Graduation 
on Friday, Feb. 24, from 6:30-8 p.m., at the 
AHM building at 25 Pendleton Drive in He-
bron. 

This guided art class will be led by Amy Or-
donez, owner of Studio 13 in East Hampton. At-
tendees will paint a soothing beach sunset with 
palm tree silhouettes. Cost is $40 per person, 

with snacks available to purchase. Ages 11 and 
up are welcome. 

To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/
Community/Home. To learn more about AHM 
Project Graduation, visit ahmyouth.org/fund-
raisers-events/project-graduation. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler, 
AHM Project Graduation coordinator, at jen-
niferb@ahmyouth.org.

RHAM’s Troy Miller defends an inbounds pass from Bacon Academy’s Jack Holmes dur-
ing the Raptors 60-48 victory over the Bobcats last Saturday.  

Raptors Basketball Outruns Bobcats
By Josh Howard

Using an up-tempo offense and a ferocious 
press defense, RHAM boys’ basketball defeated 
Bacon Academy, 60-48, at RHAM High School 
on Jan. 21.

It was the Raptors’ fourth consecutive victory 
and snapped a three-game winning streak for 
the Bobcats.  

Junior Troy Miller scored a game-high 25 
points as RHAM jumped out an eight-point 
advantage in the early stages and never looked 
back, ballooning the lead to as many as 20 
points in the second half.

RHAM head coach Todd Dean said the quick 
start allowed his team to do what they do best, 
which is press on defense and generate transi-
tion points on the offensive end.  

“When you get out to a little bit of a lead it 
always helps you out,” added Dean. “I think we 
always play with passion, hustle and energy.”

Miller scored the game’s first two baskets, 
scoring on a rebound-putback and then canning 
a three-pointer from the wing on the following 
possession. 

A triple by senior Ryan Heneghan provided 
RHAM an 8-0 lead with 4:52 to play in the 
opening quarter. 

Heneghan and fellow senior Matthew Fra-
leigh are the team’s two captains this season. 

“We knew it was important to jump on them 
early,” said Fraleigh, who has four steals. “They 
are a good team, so it was good we got off to a 
hot start.”

Midway through the third quarter, Miller 
converted an old-fashioned three-point play and 
then hit a spinning layup as the Raptors took a 
commanding 43-23 lead.

Dean said Miller has been the team’s primary 
point producer this season thanks to his range 
from the outside and ability to attack the cup. 

“Troy has a scorer’s mentality and in most 

cases it helps us out because we need a guy 
that can score the ball,” added Dean. “He works 
hard on both ends of the court and he has been 
a huge asset for us.”

The Bobcats whittled the lead down to 10 
points early in early stages of the fourth quarter 
by going on a 12-2 run behind senior captains 
Luke Grimord and Elijah Black, who combined 
to score eight points during the scoring spurt. 

With the lead cut in half, Fraleigh said the 
team talked about finishing strong during a 
timeout. 

“The longer they stick around the more they 
think they can beat you,” recalled Fraleigh. “We 
talked about keeping our foot on the gas.” 

RHAM responded by scoring 11 of the next 
13 points.

Miller drained a three-pointer and a minute 
later Fraleigh made a contested layup while be-
ing fouled to provide RHAM a 54-39 advantage 
with less than three minutes to play in regula-
tion. 

Dean has been impressed with how his play-
ers have stepped up this season after graduating 
seven seniors a year ago.

He credited his captains for helping the team 
pick up where they left off a year ago when they 
won 17 of 20 regular season games in Dean’s 
first season leading the program.

“They are more comfortable with me and they 
understand what I expect from them, whether it 
is on the court or things away from the court 
that helps us prepare,” stated Dean, whose team 
stands at 7-5 as of publication.  

The Raptors has also has balanced scoring 
this year with seven players scoring the win 
over Bacon. 

Heneghan and Roan Trzaskos each net-
ted nine points, while Brady Hulland (seven), 
Casper Miazga (four), Luke Polowitzer (three) 
and Fraleigh (three) also scored. 

“When we get the ball to everyone and every-
one is touching the ball, it’s really good,” said 
Fraleigh. “As long as we keep moving the ball 
and getting everyone touches and good shots 
our offense can be good.”

Fraleigh added that the team is at their best 
when they are running in transition and his head 

coach agrees. 
“I like to press and run up-tempo,” said Dean. 

“I want to pressure and I think at this level you 
can pressure most teams and have success if 
you do it correctly, and that is what we are try-
ing to do.”
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Ian

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $21
Juniors & Seniors $18

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

860-888-2428

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
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Historian Donates Archduke’s Old Desk

 This historical desk traveled a long and winding road from Archduke Leopold 
Maria of Austria to Hebron – and now it belongs to the Windham Textile Museum.

By Michael Sinkewicz
A rare and unique piece of royal history is 

traveling from a Hebron collector’s cellar and 
landing in a museum, finalizing a remarkable 
journey that began decades ago.

Earlier this month, local historian John Baron 
donated a desk to the Windham Textile Muse-
um that belonged to one if its former employees 
in the 1950s. 

The employee was Leopold Maria Alfons 
Blanka Karl Anton Beatrix Michael Joseph Pe-
ter Ignatz von Habsburg-Lothringen — yes that 
was his name. Perhaps, he was better known as 
Archduke Leopold Maria of Austria, Prince of 
Tuscany.

The desk first belonged to his father, Leopold 
Salvator, according to a piece of paper found 
behind a drawer in the desk, and was originally 
located in a palace in Vienna. 

After the Austro-Hungarian Empire was dis-
solved following World War I, Archduke Leop-
old emigrated to the United States in search of 
a Hollywood film life, which was unsuccessful. 
He changed his name to Leopold H. Lorraine 
and somehow found himself in Willimantic, 
where he became the manager for the American 
Thread Company. He died in 1958.

Ten years ago, his desk, which was a fixture at 
his Willimantic home, was purchased by Baron 
on eBay from a couple living in the Hamptons. 

“I’m always intrigued by how there are these 
connections with New England,” Baron told the 
Rivereast last week. “When I was growing up, 
no one ever mentioned these quirky things.”

He emphasized that the company had a con-
nection with Hebron, where many employees 
lived over the years and where there was a 
considerable number of immigrants from the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire.

When he first discovered the desk online, 
Baron said he was motivated purely out of local 
interest to pursue the item further. After becom-
ing the high-bidder, he met the couple on the 
east end of Long Island who highlighted the 
deck’s historic connections to Vienna and its 
overseas resume.

To Baron, that wasn’t quite as pertinent.
“I’m thinking what’s really interesting is he’s 

working at American Thread,” he expressed. 
Still, it was a significant item, one that Baron 

was willing to take back to Hebron as the new 
owner.

“The desk is important and it is a nice piece,” 
he said. 

And for the last decade, Baron held onto the 
desk, but his intention was always to donate it to 
the museum. He compared the desk’s journey to 
an Antiques Roadshow episode, including facts 
that seem almost too bizarre to be true. 

“I was just grateful to get it,” he explained.
While it seems difficult to part ways with 

such a fascinating piece, Baron said there were 

both practical and personal reasons to donate 
the desk. Professionally, through work with 
other museums and institutions, it’s important 
to avoid conflicts of interest, he said. 

But perhaps more germane was the respon-
sibly to respect history and ensure that certain 
items find their way to the appropriate location. 
Baron said it was a “privilege” to provide any-
thing of value to a museum, and he tries to do-
nate as frequently as possible.

“It belongs at the Windham Textile Museum 
and they do a fantastic job,” Baron said.

Really, he added, his role was being a “tem-
porary custodian” for the desk.

“It was time for it to go on to a more publicly 
accessible life,” Baron said. “But it was fun to 
live with it.”

Baron also highlighted how the collecting in-
dustry has continued to evolve, especially with 
the internet. In the past, history buffs would 
likely have to travel from shop to shop, search-
ing for that special item, or hoping to stumble 
upon something accidentally.

Now, online stores and communication chan-
nels allow for people all over the world to swap 
stories and exchange valuable items.

“The internet has really changed the world,” 
Baron said, explaining that eBay “revolution-
ized collecting.”

He speculated that before, he probably 
wouldn’t be taking a day trip through the Hamp-
tons with the hope of maybe finding a Hebron 
connection hidden in a shop. 

But through eBay, there’s “people from all 
corners of the world advertising.”

In a way, tapping into these sources can be a 
blessing and a curse for an avid collector, who 
can get lost sorting through volumes of infor-
mation. 

“It helps that I can type in ‘Hebron CT’ in a 
search for objects and I stumble upon substan-
tial items,” Baron said. “It’s provided a new av-
enue.”

His main takeaway from collecting was how 
local communities can often have backstories 
from almost anywhere in the world. Sometimes, 
a royal desk can find its way to a small town.

“Hebron is interconnected with the rest of the 
planet,” Baron said. “That’s an awesome thing 
to think about.”

The life of Archduke Leopold was certainly 
full of twists.

According to the New England Historical So-
ciety, after being born in 1897, he grew up in 
luxury and then served in World War I. Then, 
as the historical society phrased it, “everything 
went downhill.”

He relinquished his title, following the loss 
in the war, but stayed nearby because he recog-
nized the new republic. 

His difficulties perhaps began when he was 
arrested in 1925 for running over a pedestrian, 

which actually made the New York Times. 
Then, he traveled to America in search of his 

Hollywood career, telling the paper in 1927 that 
he wanted to earn money so he could head back 
to Austria. 

His acting career, however, only included 
a few small roles. The historical society ex-
plained that Leopold struggled to portray a Ger-
man officer on screen.

“He explained later that he never had to sa-
lute anyone in Austria, everyone saluted him.”

In 1928, the Archduke was in Greenwich, 
Conn., for a costume ball. But over the next few 
years, he had occasional struggles, including 
being sued by his tailor in Vienna for failing to 
make his payments and getting into a fight with 

a wealthy sportsman. 
While living in New York City in 1930, Leo-

pold again made news by being subpoenaed in 
connection with a stolen Napoleon diamond 
necklace that belonged to his great aunt. 

Somehow, although those charges didn’t 
stick, the struggles got worse. Leopold was 
arrested in Boston for drunk driving and then 
failed to appear in court. 

More financial troubles followed him and 
eventually, he settled in Willimantic in 1953 and 
became a U.S citizen. He was the grandnephew 
of Emperor Franz Joseph and was 300th in the 
British line of succession to the throne when he 
was born.

Residents Attend Ukrainian Scouting Ceremony
Hebron Scouts BSA Scoutmasters David 

Icaza and Sam Izzarelli attended the Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s annual 
Candle Ceremony on Jan. 22 at St. Michael 
the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Hartford. 

The Hebron Scoutmasters attended the 
ceremony to show support for the Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization and its Scouts both in 
the Hartford area and those Scouts forced to 
flee or that are still in Ukraine during the Rus-
sian Invasion. The annual ceremony included 
prayers for peace, Ukrainian songs and tradi-

tional foods. 
The Hebron Scoutmasters presented the 

Plast Scouts with Hebron Troop 28 and 1028 
patches and with blue and yellow woggles, 
which are the devices used to secure Scouts’ 
neckerchiefs. Hebron scouts are also wearing 
the woggles, which are made by the troop in 
the colors of the Ukrainian flag, to show their 
support for their fellow Ukrainian scouts. The 
Hebron troops are also making a group dona-
tion to Scouts for Ukraine, a non-profit orga-
nization providing medical supplies and aid 
to those affected by the invasion.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: 
Jan. 27, Till (PG-13). Bottled water and indi-
vidually wrapped snacks will be provided. 

Chess Night: The first Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. All skill levels welcome.

Take & Make: During January, adults and 
teens can pick up a craft kit from the hold shelf 
across from the adult circulation desk, while 
supplies last.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Preschool Lottery Applications
Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 

Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2023-24 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
3 or 4 by Dec. 31, 2023, and are planning to 
have their child(ren) entered into Hebron’s pre-
school lottery, are asked to call the Gilead Hill 
School office at 860-228-9458 to have an ap-

plication mailed to them. The application may 
also be downloaded from the Hebron School 
District website, at www.hebron.k12.ct.us; go 
to “Quick Links” in the bottom left-hand corner 
of the website.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the office by Friday, Feb. 24. En-
close two forms of residency when you return 
the lottery application. The lottery drawing will 
be held on Thursday, March 16, at 9 a.m., at the 
school. Applicants will be notified of their ac-
ceptance or waitlist status by phone.

Dean’s List
Alexia Weir of Hebron made the fall 2022 

Dean’s List at the University of Saint Joseph in 
West Hartford.

Weir is majoring in special education.

Honor Society Inductee
David Kasper of Hebron was recently initi-

ated into the Western New England University 
circle of Omicron Delta Kappa, the National 
Leadership Honor Society. 

Dean’s List
Sean Cruess of Amston made the fall 2022 

Dean’s List at Hofstra University in Hemp-
stead, N.Y.

Cruess is majoring in pre-physician assistant 
studies.
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves 
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

26% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance sales

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

R
E6

-1
8-

21

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Paint Party: Friday, Feb. 10, 4:30-5:30 p.m., 
in the Douglas Library community room. Learn 
step by step to paint an 11x14 Valentine gnome, 
and learn options on how to customize the 
gnome. Cost is $23 per participant with sup-
plies included.

Youth Futsal Clinic: In coordination with 
CAB Futsal and Soccer, this clinic will be of-
fered for for boys and girls in the U9-U13 
divisions. Futsal is a form of soccer in South 
America and Europe. The clinic will be held 

Saturdays at Hebron Elementary, Feb. 25-April 
1 (no program March 18). U11-U13 is from 
2-3:30 p.m., and U9-U10 is from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Cost is $149.

Backyard Wiffle Ball: For all skill and abil-
ity levels for boys and girls in grades 5-8. No 
equipment needed. Space is limited. Sundays, 
Feb. 26-March 26 (no program March 19). 
Grades 5/6 are 5-6:30 p.m. and Grades 7/8 are 
6:40-8:10 p.m.

Karate: In the style of Goju ru, made famous 
by the Karate Kid film series. Six-week ses-
sions are held Mondays and Wednesdays at 
GHS. Cost is $85 per session. Ages 5-11 are 
5-5:50 p.m., and ages 12 and up are 6-7 p.m. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. For more information and full 
program descriptions, and to register, call the 
senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-registration 
is required for all programs. The senior center 
newsletter is online at tinyurl.com/3xfm862d. 
For information on various other weekly class-
es, meetings and activities, contact the senior 
center or look to the senior newsletter. 

Bus Trip to Chowder Pot of Hartford: 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, leaves the senior center 
at 11:15 a.m.; let staff know if you need to be 
picked up. Have  lunch at the Chowder Pot be-
fore it closes its doors for good. Space is limited 
so sign up early. Transportation cost is $5 per 
person and lunch cost is on your own. To sign-
up, call the senior center. 

Massage Therapy: Every Thursday, table 
massages are offered by appointment, and 
on Mondays, Feb. 13 and 27, chair massages 
will be offered. Massages run either 25 or 50 
minutes, for $25 or $50, accordingly. Thursday 
appointments are available from 9 a.m.-1:30 
p.m., and the Monday chair massage appoint-
ments will be available from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
To make an appointment, call the senior center. 

Mobile Food Truck Transportation: Tues-
days, Jan. 31 and Feb. 14. Pick-ups are based on 
who is signed up (will be approximately 10:45 
a.m.) and will bring people to the food truck, 
which will arrive at 11:15 a.m. at the Church of 
Hope/Red Barn at the corner of routes 85 and 
66. All are welcome; no forms to fill out. Bring 
your own bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day 
before, by calling the senior center. 

Food Bank Transportation: Tuesdays, Feb. 
7 and 21. Pick-ups to begin between 10:30 and 
10:45 a.m., based on who is signed up. Must 
pre-register by 10 a.m. the day before, by call-
ing the senior center. 

Heart Health Stroke Prevention Presenta-
tion: Monday, Feb. 6, 1-2 p.m. Chatham Health 
will  present Heart Health Stroke Prevention, 
and also offer blood pressure checks. Come for 
lunch before at noon. To sign up for the presen-
tation and/or lunch, call 860-228-1700.

AARP Tax Preparation: Appointments are 
available for in-person tax prep at the senior 
center. Tax preparation will take place Tues-
days from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., from Feb. 7-March 28. 
This is by appointment only. The pre-screening 
paperwork will be available by the first week 
of February, which is to be completed prior to 
your appointment. To make an appointment, 
call the senior center.

Yoga: Wednesdays through Feb. 22 (started 

Jan. 25), 10:15-11:15 a.m. This is an intro-
duction to a new hybrid yoga, with instructor 
Coleen E. Dumas. Fee is $12 for the four-ses-
sion class. To join, call the senior center to sign 
up. 

Grocery Shopping Trips: Fridays. Schedule 
is: to Walmart in North Windham Feb. 3 and 24; 
to Big Y Feb. 10 and March 3; and to Stop and 
Shop March 17. Pre-registration for each trip is 
required by the prior Wednesday at 10 a.m. To 
sign up, call the senior center. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset winter 
heating costs. If a household’s primary heating 
costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. To make an appoint-
ment, call the center.

Community Café: Onsite meals take place 
Monday-Thursday at noon. Reservations due by 
10 a.m. the day before the meal, and by 10 a.m. 
Friday for Monday’s lunch. Requested donation 
is $3. Reservations required; call the center to 
register. For the full month’s menu, check the 
newsletter, the website, or at the senior center.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals, 
for medical care, personal needs care, grocery 
shopping, or other pre-approved needs. Trans-
portation available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Ap-
pointments must be scheduled a minimum of 24 
hours in advance, but 48 hours is recommended 
– and required for new riders. For more infor-
mation or to schedule an appointment, call the 
center.

Selectmen Approve New ARPA Projects
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Board of Selectmen resumed its discus-
sions last week regarding American Rescue Plan 
Act [ARPA] funds – and approved several new 
projects.

During the Jan. 19 meeting, the board allo-
cated funds after pausing spending in Septem-
ber in order to take a “collective breath,” as one 
selectman said at the time. 

Now, with an extensive list of ARPA proj-
ects awaiting board approval, the selectmen ad-
vanced some ideas, while eliminating or tempo-
rarily holding off on others.

The town has around $2.8 million in ARPA 
funds in total, with around $2 million already 
committed to projects by the board. That still 
leaves a sizable amount to allocate to different 
interests throughout town.

At the beginning of their discussion, Tiffany 
Thiele, a Democrat on the board, emphasized 
the importance of closely monitoring all of the 
expenses, including projects that had already 
been approved, in case their budgets also in-
creased. 

“Now is the time to keep an eye on costs be-
cause I certainly don’t want to go over and then 
we promise something we can’t deliver,” she 
said.

The largest request approved by the board 
during the meeting belonged to the Hebron His-
torical Society for $100,000 to help assist with 
cemetery repairs and maintenance. 

Republican Gail Richmond said the proposal 
should be approved “out of respect.”

In its initial request, the Historical Society 
stated that many gravestones needed to be fixed, 
along with additional tree removal and branch 
trimming, which are a hazard to visitors.

A second request by the group for $125,000 
was pushed back until a later meeting. The board 
is looking for further information into the ask, 
which is for new bathrooms and handicapped 
accessibility at Old Town Hall. Previously, the 
board had approved $25,000 for the society to 
cover separate projects. 

Two additional items that the board approved 

without any debate were a roof replacement at 
the Gull School and the services related to the 
police department accreditation for $20,000 and 
$28,o00, respectfully. 

Implicit Bias Training
One item that the board did discuss further 

was the request made by the Hebron
Coalition on Diversity and Equity [CoDE] for 

implicit bias training for town employees and 
elected officials, which originally cost almost 
$8,000.

At a previous meeting, the board asked CoDE 
to potentially try and lower the amount of their 
request. Now, the updated the amount covers 
four sessions that would cost $1,200 each, for 
a total of $4,800, which the board then rounded 
up to $5,000. 

Republican selectman Peter Kasper said that 
while he supported the idea, perhaps the request 
would be more appropriate as a town budget 
item instead of an ARPA expense. He stated that 
if the intent is to provide the training for all town 
officials, then the concept would be an ongoing 
expense rather than a one-time appropriation.

“If we only do it once, it really hasn’t served 
its purpose,” he said, adding that giving it to any 
new member would help make it a “part of our 
culture of serving in town.”

While the board largely appeared to agree 
with Kasper, the exact long-term strategy would 
need further consideration. There could be, for 
example, online training or different in-person 
options that the town could implement moving 
forward.

By using ARPA funds, the board could maybe 
hold off on finalizing a plan for a couple years.

“This gives us a shot,” said Daniel Larson, 
Board of Selectmen chairman. “We have to start 
somewhere.”

The board unanimously approved the ARPA 
request by a 5-0 vote.

During the board’s September meeting, there 
was debate over the effectiveness of the training 
itself. 

Democrat Marc Rubera suggested that for 

people with inherent bias, the training might  not 
impact them.

“I’m interested in doing anything that helps 
with discrimination or racism, but I’m not sure 
this the avenue to take,” he said.   

Thiele disagreed, stating that studies have 
shown the training to be worthwhile. 

“If Hebron is going to brand itself as being 
welcoming to all, it seems to me this would be 
a fairly straightforward thing to do and require 
employees to do,” she said at the time.

Also, the Town Center Project requested 
$30,000 for a storage shed, but the board post-
poned a decision on that item.

In a letter to the selectmen, Holly Habicht, 
president of the Town Center Project, expressed 
that a building from Country Carpenters in He-
bron would likely cost around $16,000-18,0000, 
plus additional fees for labor and site work. 

The selectmen, in general, were in favor of 
the proposal, but had questions about the cost 
of the shed.

Larson said $12,000 for site work was “aw-
fully pricey.”

All the members agreed that Country Car-
penters produced high-quality merchandise, but 
said that perhaps the request could be altered in 
some way to make it less expensive. The board 
also emphasized the consulting with the Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission would be beneficial 
in ensuring that the structure matched the cur-
rent standards and regulations.

The request will be considered at a future 
meeting after more information is gathered.

One ARPA project that won’t be considered 
moving forward is funding for small businesses. 
In the past, the board was reluctant to commit 
to a specific plan or dollar amount for the busi-
nesses, something other towns, including Col-
chester, have pursued.

“We’re at a point now where these particu-
lar funds don’t seem to be earmarked for that, 
from how we want to spend monies for Hebron, 
even though tother communities have done so,” 
Kasper said. 

Public Works Facility Update
The selectmen also received a brief update 

from the Public Building Committee as the town 
continues how to weigh site options for a new 
Public Works facility.

Earlier this month, the committee provided 
the board with a list of alternative site options 
along with some pros and cons.

Committee member Mal Leichter emphasized 
that there was not a “perfect” location in town.

Now, the committee is looking to expand on 
its previous document and provide the board 
with a more detailed outline of each site. That 
information, they said, should be made available 
ahead of the board’s next meeting.

“The building committee is probably the most 
knowledgeable entity we have in town on all of 
the possible concepts, all of the possible loca-
tions,” Larson said. “I can’t see where their in-
put would not be invaluable.”

The committee told the board it will be able 
to dive into each site and assess the each one’s 
feasibility based on a variety of factors.

Vendors Sought for Maple Fest Craft Fair
Gilead Congregational Church (672 Gilead 

St.) will host a Craft Fair on Saturday, March 
18, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., during Hebron’s Ma-
ple Festival – and vendors are wanted. 

If you are a crafter and would like to secure 
a space in the Fellowship Hall, contact the 
church office at 860-228-3077 or GCC@Gil-
eadChurch.net.

At the fair, crafts expected to be available 
for sale include handmade soaps, jewelry, local 
photography, hand-carved wooden pens, kiln-
fused glass art, and more.

There will also be Maple Cakes for sale by 
the church’s Women’s Fellowship, for people to 
munch on as they shop. 
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age groups had a 99+% recovery (per CDC) if 
impacted by COVID.

The true origin of COVID and the sinister 
reasons for the 24/7 blitz campaign to maximize 
the number of individuals injected will come 
to light, and the truth will be shocking. Hard 
truths lie ahead. Group Fearful members will 
be rocked and initially reject the revelations as 
pride and ego will prevent them from acknowl-
edging they were duped as they ‘followed the 
science’; over time this group will grudgingly 
accept reality though some may never accept it. 
Group Fearful will become Group Angry.

Group Skeptical members will question why 
they didn’t follow their instincts, and will be-
come Group Regretful. Group Intrepid mem-
bers will ask “do you still think I am a con-
spiracy theorist, we tried to warn you,” and will 
become Group Validated.

Paul Bureau – Colchester

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

Say it Ain’t So!
To the Editor:

Say it ain’t so, Joe! Classified documents be-
ing recovered from your home garage and of-
fices? Trumpublicans are celebrating now that 
their ‘Donald’ will escape consequences for 
not returning his own classified documents. It 
won’t matter that Trump took hundreds more, 
or that many of Trump’s were of the highest 
sensitivities. Because unleashed GOP attack 
dogs never relent. 

Remember how successful GOP ‘Swift-
Boaters’ were in slandering Democrat John 

her strong belief that religious people especial 
cannot become insensitive to the world around 
them, even if it isn’t always a pleasant thing. 

There’s a theatricality to the job she likes to 
writing sermons and “staging” services to make 
them engaging and enlightening. 

“It’s fascinating, how it comes together,” she 
said. 

Last year the church unanimously voted to 
elect Fenton-Seaver as pastor. She said she 
thinks the church sees themselves in her, a per-
son who has lived a full life. 

Fenton-Seaver has been a single working 
mom, raised kids and stepchildren, seen kids 
through troubled years and, possibly among her 
greatest feats, survived cancer. 

Former pastor Faulhaber strived to build an 
inclusive culture, leading MCC’s becoming a 
venue for LGBT+ marriages. Fenton-Seaver 
isn’t letting this progress fall to the wayside. 
While she’s still getting settled into her new 
and busy role, she has ideas to further expand 
the church’s outreach to the queer community.

Another goal: bringing in young families 
with children. The congregation grew under 
Faulhaber (by about 400, he told the Rivereast 
previously) and his successor wants to grow it 
even more. 

Fenton-Seaver also wants to spread aware-
ness about MCC’s care team, which takes care 
of its older members, collaborating with the 
local senior center. Poverty rates are highest 
among senior populations, she said. 

Further, she wants to make the church green-
er, possibly adding a pollinator garden and host-
ing educational programs. 

Citing words from her predecessor and men-
tor, Fenton-Seaver said hers is a gentle job, a 
departure from her Eversource job, and some-
thing she must remind herself of, though “sail-
ing” into the role has been seamless. 

It’s deceptively obvious, but throughout her 
internship and in the present, Fenton-Seaver 
said she has learned “how to run a church.”

“And this one is amazing.”

 After almost 300 years Marlborough Congregational Church is now guided by new 
pastor Valerie Fenton-Seaver, the church’s first woman to stand at the pulpit. 
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Kerry? They were discredited in the end, but 
not before deceiving many Americans into be-
lieving GW Bush, who never saw action while 
flying Air National Guard jets safe in Texas, 
was a greater patriot than Kerry, who captained 
a swift boat in Vietnam, engaged the enemy di-
rectly and survived several ambushes. Thanks 
to GOP lies, we got President ‘Mission Ac-
complished’ Dubya’s theatrical aircraft carrier 
landing, a stunt of pure braggadocio, preceding 
the majority of 36,500 Iraq War veterans being 
killed and wounded; along with the creation of 
ISIS. At a cost of S1.9 trillion or $6,300 per 
U.S. citizen. (Question for anti-taxation Don 
Denley. Can you hear this?)

Unfortunately, the writing’s on the wall for 
President Biden. Though exponentially better 
than Trump II or Ron Desanctimonious, Biden 
should not seek a second term. His advanced 
age, the classified document mess and lastly, 
his many personal-life embellishments over the 
years are too much ammunition freely given to 
Republican spin masters lacking moral com-
passes. We all know them. The pro-lifers stand-
ing firmly behind Hershel Walker whose default 
setting was to impregnate multiple women and 
then counsel them to get abortions. Or those 
opposed to LGBTQ rights, yet electing George 
Santos, part-time drag queen and full-time se-
rial liar.

Democrats need a Beowulf, a hero able 
to subdue the GOP Grendel that is wrecking 
America. My ticket preference? Elizabeth War-
ren with running mate Neil deGrasse Tyson.

Edmund Smith – Andover

★ Letters cont. from page 7

★ Marlborough Church cont. from page 1

Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible 

kindergarten students for the 2023-24 school 
year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 5 
years of age on or before Dec. 31, 2023, and 
are planning to have their child attend public 
school in Hebron, are asked to log into the 
Hebron Public Schools website, at www.he-
bron.k12.ct.us, by Friday, Feb. 3, to begin the 
registration process.

Parents/guardians will be required to com-
plete the registration online and upload your 

child’s birth certificate and two address veri-
fications. One address verification must be a 
mortgage document, lease/rental agreement 
or property tax statement. The other address 
verification must be a cable bill, utility bill or 
internet bill. Call the Gilead Hill School of-
fice at 860-228-9458 with any questions.

Students currently enrolled in Gilead Hill’s 
preschool program do not need to register for 
kindergarten, as this process happens auto-
matically.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/
yby64wph to access. 

Life Group Hebron: Meets Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. at the Caseys’ home, for worship, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship. Next meeting: Jan. 
30.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next date is Jan. 
29. Also, there will be a baking/cooking night at 
the church on Saturday, Jan. 28, from 5-8 p.m., 
to prepare for the next day’s fundraiser.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship! The 
first Friday of each month from 6–9 p.m. at the 
church, starting Feb. 3. All are invited.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. All are invited to pray for each other, the 
community and the country. Contact the church 
office or website for a link and meeting ID.

Ballroom Dancing: Offered most Sundays, 
6-8 p.m. Learn Waltz and East Coast Swing 
with instructors Joe Belanger and Denise Jakel. 
Couples and singles welcome. Cost is $15/per-
son/class. Call Belanger to register at 860-372-
8236.

Women’s Coffeehouse: Saturday, Jan. 28, 
2-5 p.m., at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 328 
Village Hill Rd., Lebanon. Caring Families is 
inviting the women of The Worship Center to 
this event. The afternoon will feature a variety 
of food and live music. Instead of a ticket price, 
donations of baby items are requested.

1st Wednesday Prayer: Wednesday, Feb. 1, 
10-11 a.m., at the church. All are invited to 
come with their prayer requests. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: Pro-
vided by Stephen Ministry to people in difficult 
life situation. If in need of help, call the church 
office.

Annual Business Meeting: Sunday, Jan. 29, 
4-6 p.m. All members are encouraged to attend 
as they will vote on the 2023 proposed budget. 
Non-members are welcome to attend, but may 
not vote. If interested in becoming a mem-
ber, see one of the elders or Ann Ketelhut, the 
church administrator. Following the meeting, 
the youth will sell dinner for the Winter Retreat 
Fundraiser.

New Co-Ed Bible Study – ‘Forgiving What 
You Can’t Forget’: Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., 
starting Feb. 1. Lysa TerKeurst shares her per-
sonal journey with forgiveness and what the Bi-
ble has to say about letting go of resentment and 
finding peace. Call the church or visit Church 
Center app for more information and to register.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church, located at 30 Church St., are 
held each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. 
(with music). All are invited to the Church Hall 
for coffee and conversation after the services. 
Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balancing Class: 
Mondays, 10-11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: 
first Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Build-
ings and Grounds Committee: first Tuesdays, 7 

p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Wednesdays at 10 
a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; Ves-
try: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building Networks 
International, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Gary Boye. 

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. Masks 
are optional. People can also watch worship live 
at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Holds bi-monthly Open 

Pantry hours at Christ Lutheran. The next 
Open Pantry will be announced shortly. Caring 
Shepherds distributes household and hygiene 
items, as well as food pantry staples, Bibles, 
and prayers. For more information, call Caring 
Shepherds Ministry at 860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: Open to all faiths, 
the center offers childcare, preschool and be-
fore/after school educational opportunities in a 
Christian environment. Ande Shutler is director. 
Call 860-228-5134 for availability.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham 
Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, which 
provides assistance to homeless adults. Criti-
cal needs: Lysol disinfectant spray; $15 Stop 
& Shop gift cards for gas to assist people liv-
ing in their cars; Walmart gift cards; and plas-

tic rain ponchos. Call to arrange the pickup of 
gift cards. Additional needs: paper towels; toilet 
tissue; men’s M,L,XL sweatshirts, sweatpants, 
hoodies, thermal shirts, T-shirts, and boxer 
briefs (always needed); men’s and women’s 
insulated waterproof gloves; women’s briefs 
(sizes 6-10); and sturdy adult backpacks (new 
or used in good condition). Place donations of 
goods in the designated collection box next to 
the church’s Cry Room. Place large quantities 
of donations in the Cry Room. For more infor-
mation, call Monica or John McKerracher at 
860-228-4211.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more 
info, see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, 
or call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 1/27: Men’s 
Fellowship Gathering; 1/30: Bible Study, 9:30 
a.m.; 1/31: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 2/1: Book 
Group, 10:45 a.m.; 2/1: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.; 
2/2: Prayer Shawl Group, 9:30 a.m.; 2/2: Dea-
con Meeting, 7 p.m.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Contact Jenni-
fer Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
wisewarrioryoga@gmail.com.

Confirmand Kick-Off: Sunday, Jan. 29, 

11:15 a.m.; see the church’s eNews for more 
information.

Faith, Food and Film: Friday, Feb. 3. The 
gathering begins at 6 p.m., followed by a meal, 
dessert and a movie. Bring a dish to share.

Traditional Braiding 
Class

A two-day traditional braiding class, cospon-
sored by the Hebron Historical Society and He-
bron Historic Properties Commission, will be 
held at the Peters House Saturday and Sunday, 
Feb. 25 and 26, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. each day. 

Students will create a round, wool, chair pad 
with instructor Teri Stratton.

Tuition for the class is $100. Materials and/
or tools can be purchased through the instructor 
for $43 maximum, or students may supply their 
own. All are invited to participate.

For information or registration, call Sue at 
860-368-7463.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”
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22Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

COVID
Compliant

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 9-2 • Wed. 9-6
Thurs. & Fri. 9-5

Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

East Hampton
Robert Craig Atherton

Robert Craig Atherton, 
72, beloved husband of 
Donna Daly-Atherton, 
died at home with his 
wife by his side Wednes-
day, Jan. 18, after being 
diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer little more 
than two months before. 
Bob was born in New 
London on Nov. 3, 1950, 
to the late Robert William 
Atherton and Elaine Lavin (Schoell). 

Growing up, Bob loved Scouts, and in 1966, 
Bob became an Eagle Scout. After graduating 
in 1972 from what was then Southern Connecti-
cut State College with a BS in special educa-
tion, Bob worked at Horace Porter School in 
Columbia. In 1985, Bob and his first wife Gerri 
moved to Richford, Vt., where they bought a 
22-room Victorian which they had hoped to 
turn into a bed and breakfast. While there, Bob 
became involved in the community, as he does 
everywhere he goes, working with several scout 
troops, serving as a Richford Trustee, town 
moderator, etc. all while teaching school in Ba-
kersfield, Vt. In 1994, Bob received his MA in 
education from Johnson State College, with a 
focus on working with the gifted and talented. 

During his years in Vermont, Bob worked in 
various other school districts and in the course 
of his work there, he and his wife took in sev-
eral foster children. That’s who Bob was – a 
man who cared deeply about children, a man 
who would do everything he could to make life 
better for those who were fortunate enough to 
cross his path. 

Several years later, Bob moved to St. Albans, 
Vt., where he “retired,” but for Bob, retirement 
just meant finding a different focus for his en-
ergies. From 1999-2000, Bob attended the Ver-
mont Leadership Institute at the Snelling Cen-
ter of Government to become more effective 
in community advocacy and leadership. In St. 
Albans Bob used his skills on the COSA team 
(Circles of Support and Accountability), work-
ing to support ex-offenders who were being 
released by helping them to find an apartment 
and a job. Around this time, Bob also created 
a nonprofit, “Read, Write, Communicate, and 
Succeed,” through which he helped offenders 
learn to read, so they could become productive 
members of society. 

After having been widowed, Bob married 
Donna Daly in 2013, thus bringing Bob to East 
Hampton, where he found new ways to contrib-
ute to his new community. This included volun-
teering at Middlesex Hospital for several years 
in outpatient infusion. Bob also volunteered at 
the senior center and eventually became chair 
of the Commission on Aging. In addition, Bob 
worked with Senior Resources and spent sev-
eral years as a Medicare Choices counselor. 
During this time Bob also became interested in 
Tai Chi and began to teach a few classes at the 
senior center, all at no charge, to help others. 
When Bob joined the Haddam Neck Covenant 
Church community, again he quickly signed up 
to help with their annual chicken barbecue and 
Sunday morning socials. 

As Donna often says when describing Bob, 
his heart was as big as his belly, and Bob never 
tired of doing whatever he could to make life 
better for those who were in need. In fact, Bob 
often felt as though he had not done enough. 

In addition to his devoted wife and loving 
mother, Bob is survived by his sister, Chris-
tine Almquist of Ledyard; his brother, Stephen 
Atherton and his wife Tracy of East Lyme; and 
his brother Tim Atherton and wife Vivian of Le-

dyard; in addition to his nieces, nephews, and 
numerous great nieces and nephews. Also left 
to mourn Bob’s passing are two of his foster 
children, several cousins, along with his five 
stepchildren and their families, including seven 
grandchildren whom he loved beyond measure. 
As far as Bob was concerned, being a grandpa 
was the best gift ever! 

Bob was predeceased by his dad and his 
brother-in-law, Carl Almquist. 

During his relatively short illness, Bob was 
well cared for by the staff at Middlesex Health 
and the Middlesex Health Hospice Home Care 
team, and Donna would like to extend her 
thanks to them, as well as to Dr. Robert Levy 
and Dr. Matthew Nichols for their compassion-
ate care. 

Friends and family are invited to call at the 
Spencer Funeral Home at 112 Main St., East 
Hampton, on Thursday, Feb. 9, from 4-7 p.m. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated 
at St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., East 
Hampton, on Friday, Feb. 10, at 11 a.m. Burial 
will be private at the convenience of the family 
at St. Patrick Cemetery in Mystic. 

In lieu of flowers, friends who wish may 
make memorial donations to Haddam Neck 
Covenant Church, 17 Haddam Neck Rd., East 
Hampton, CT 06424, or the East Hampton Food 
Bank, 43 W. High St. East Hampton, CT 06424, 
in honor of Bob’s desire to help others. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
Diane Marie McNichols

Diane Marie McNichols, of Colchester, 
passed away at Middlesex Hospital Monday, 
Jan. 16. She was 77 years old. Born on May 29, 
1945, in Boston, she was the daughter of the 
late George and Gertrude (Codero) Hemsworth. 

Diane was a successful realtor in the ‘80s, 
helping many families to find their perfect 
home. She later turned her talents towards the 
crafting world where she was a busy craft art-
ist, creating many items for friends and family. 
Most importantly, she will be remembered as a 
woman who was fiercely devoted to her family. 
She loved caring for her children, grandchil-
dren and anyone who walked through her door. 
She treated everyone as if they were family, 
and would always have fresh cookies to offer. 
She greatly enjoyed cooking for her loved ones 
and was happiest hosting family gatherings and 
holidays. 

Her passing will be mourned by many, but 
she will always be remembered with love by her 
children, Lori Miller and her husband John Sait-
ta of Rockfall, David McNichols of Montville, 
William Nantz, Jr. of Colchester, Mark Nantz 
of Colchester, Christine Foley and her spouse 
Richard Krepcio, Jr. of Colchester; her brother, 
Frederick Solmo of Colchester; eight grand-
children, Taylor and Heather Miller, Phoebe 
and Zander Nantz, Kyle and Ethan Foley, and 
Dylan and Emily Krepcio; as well as several 
nieces, nephews and extended family members 
and friends. 

In addition to her parents, Diane was prede-
ceased by her first husband, William Nantz in 
1969 and her second husband, Ronald McNich-
ols in 2005. 

Funeral services will be held at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., Colchester, on Saturday, Jan. 21, beginning 
at 9:30 a.m., with a calling hour, and the funeral 
service at 10:30 a.m. Burial will follow in Lin-
wood Cemetery in Colchester. 

To share a memory or express a condolence 
to the family, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Patricia Sloan

Patricia (Jacobson) 
Sloan passed away un-
expectedly at Middlesex 
Hospital Monday, Jan. 16.

Pat graduated from East 
Hampton High School in 
1967, and shortly after 
embarked on many ad-
ventures, including hitch-
hiking across the country 
and attending Woodstock. 
She earned her bach-
elor’s degree in psychol-
ogy from Eastern Connecticut University, then 
went on to nursing school at Norwalk Hospital. 
She worked as a registered nurse for over 40 
years, including as a psychiatric nurse in the 
Middlesex Hospital emergency department for 
many years, and then in extended rehab care. 
She continued without hesitation to work as a 
nurse throughout the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Consistent with her ambitious and fearless 
character, Pat went back to school to pursue a 
second career, earning her law degree magna 
cum laude from UConn Law School. She was a 
practicing attorney for several years before re-
turning to nursing in order to spend more time 
with her children.

Pat loved spending summers at the beach and 
traveling, especially with her daughter Sarah in 
Europe. She also spent frequent time in New 
York City visiting her grandson, Leo Bear. She 
loved music, especially Motown and Andrea 
Bocelli, going out to restaurants with friends, 
visiting museums, watching tennis, and cheer-
ing on her beloved New York Knicks.

Pat will be remembered as a loyal family 
member and friend, a wonderful mother, and an 
incredible Grammy.

She is survived by her children, Sarah Joseph 
and Emily Stigers; her son-in-law, Jori Stigers; 
her grandson, Leo Bear Stigers; her brothers 
and sisters, Cindy Pond, Arthur Jacobson III, 
Martin Jacobson and his wife Sue, James Ja-
cobson and his wife Liz, and Betsy Wall and 
her husband Stephen; her nieces and nephews; 
and many lifelong friends. 

She is predeceased by her brother, Steven Ja-
cobson.

According to her wishes, Pat’s life will be 
celebrated with a big party at the beach this 
summer.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
her memory to any charity.

East Hampton
Robert A. Desaulnier

Robert A. Desaulnier, 
76, of East Hampton, 
beloved husband of Bon-
nie (Harris) Desaulnier, 
passed away surrounded 
by family at Hartford 
Hospital on Monday, Jan. 
23. Born Sept. 29, 1946, 
in Danielson, he was the 
son of Irene Desaulnier 
and the late Wilfred De-
saulnier. 

Robert served his country in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam era. He was retired from 
Pratt & Whitney, where he was an IT profes-
sional. Robert was in a pool league at the 
Glastonbury Senior Center. Robert was in-
volved in the arts and was a member of the Con-
necticut Watercolor Society, Marlborough Arts 
Center, East Hampton Art Association, and won 
Best In Show at the Slater Museum art show 
in Norwich. He enjoyed fishing and he never 
missed his grandson’s youth hockey games. 

Besides his wife Bonnie and his mother 
Irene, he is survived by his son, Carl Desaul-
nier of Norwich; brothers, Wilfred Desaulnier 
of Enfield, Paul Desaulnier of Moosup; sis-
ters, Michelle Racicot of New London, Anne 
Holmes of Ellington; his two grandchildren, 
Alyssa Silva and Hunter Desaulnier; his great-
grandson, Cole Silva; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral 
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Mon-
day Jan. 30, from 4-6 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be 
made to Friends of Gibson County Animals at 
P.O. Box 806, Humboldt, TN 38343. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Sales, Parts & Service

Fully Stocked
trailer Parts department

451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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LEGALS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FREE WANTED 

TO BUY
BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF. Costume jewelry, pot-
tery, bottles, crocks, jugs, toys/
games, glassware, silver plated 
items, signs, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, bar items, tools, 
sterling coins, kitchenware, 
cookware, automotive, books, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
knives, hunting, fishing, military, 
Masonic, fire dept. and more. 
Donald Roy 860-874-8396.         

FREE: NEW VANITY MIRROR: 
Free 40” x 60” in original ship-
ping container. Call or text 518-
588-3388 to arrange pick up in 
East Hampton.

3TB 12/23, 12/30, 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The third installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2021 
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover 
on January 1, 2023. Payments must be postmarked, paid on 
line, or brought to Town Hall by February 1, 2023 to avoid an 
interest charge.  Interest will be charged starting February 2, 
2023 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% 
per month) from the due date of January 1st, with a minimum 
charge of $2 for each bill.  
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box 
outside Town Hall. Office hours in January are Monday 8:15 
pm – 7:00 pm, Tuesday and Thursday 8:15 am – 4:00 pm.  The 
office will be closed on Monday, January 16, 2023 in honor of 
Martin Luther King Day. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for 
updated office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any 
interest which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Eileen Curtin, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

TOWN OF PORTLAND
Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of 
Portland that the second installment of real estate and personal 
property taxes on the October 1, 2021 Grand List and the 
Supplemental motor vehicle taxes are due and payable on 
January 1, 2023..   
Taxes not paid in full on or before Monday, February 1, 2023 
become delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of one 
and one half (1 ½) per cent per month from due date (3%, if paid 
in February). Minimum interest charge is $2.00.
Quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and payable 
January 17, 2023. Payment not made in full on or before Febru-
ary 17, 2023 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from 
due date.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax. Please 
contact the Collector of Revenue if you do not have a bill. Tax 
information is available on the Town of Portland website www.
portlandct.org.
Online tax payments are accepted by visiting our website www.
portlandct.org and are subject to convenience fees.
Payments are accepted at the Collector of Revenue’s office, 33 
East Main Street, Portland, CT or by mail: Town of Portland Col-
lector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071.  We 
do have a drop box for after hour payments by the back door.
Office hours are as follows:
Monday, December 26, 2022: CLOSED
Monday, January 2, 2023: CLOSED New Year’s Eve
Monday, January 16, 2023 CLOSED Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue 3TB 12/23, 1/13, 1/27

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
LEGAL NOTICE

All persons liable to pay the January installment for Real Estate, 
Personal Property, Motor Vehicle and the Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle tax to the Town of Marlborough as levied on the October 
1, 2021 Grand List are hereby notified the taxes are due and 
payable on January 1, 2023 and will be delinquent February 
2, 2023. The mill rate for the Motor Vehicle and Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle tax on the 2021 Grand List is 32.46 and the Real 
Estate, Personal Property mill rate is 35.55 Delinquent bills 
shall be subject to interest of 18% per year (1.5% per Month). 
Minimum interest is $2.00 Tax payments may be paid at the 
Tax Collector’s Office, 26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT or 
by mail to Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447 
Checks are to be made out to the Town of Marlborough. The 
Tax Collector’s hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
8:30am to 4:30pm; Tuesday 8:30am to 7:00pm and Friday 
8:30am to 12noon. Tax payments can be paid on-line at www.
marlboroughct.net with a Master Card, Visa or ACH (automatic 
checking). A Drop Box to left of the main door to the Town Hall is 
available for payments as well as in the Tax Collectors office.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara C. Murray.
Tax Collector 3TB 12/23, 1/6, 1/27TOWN OF HEBRON

Revenue Collection Department
Press Release

The Collector of Revenue for the Town of Hebron, Adrian Ma-
cLean, reminds taxpayers 2nd half Real Estate taxes are due, the 
payment stub for January 2023 was included with the original bill 
due back in June 2022.  Motor Vehicle Supplemental bills are also 
being mailed separately.  You may receive a Supplemental bill if 
you purchased a vehicle between October 1, 2021 and September 
30, 2022.  Bills are due without penalty by February 1, 2023.  
Payments received or postmarked February 2nd or later will 
be subject to interest of 3% (1.5% per month from January 1, 
2023).  If you would like to pay your bill online using a credit/debit 
card or directly from your checking account, visit www.hebronct.
com, the link is located by selecting Town Departments→Tax 
Collector→View & Pay Your Taxes. 
If you believe you should have received a bill or need a copy, 
please contact our office at 860-228-5971 x146.  Our office 
encourages any taxpayer to contact the office if you need to make 
payment arrangements, while we must abide by state statute we 
will make every effort to work with you.  
The Tax Office and Assessor’s Office does close Monday – Thurs-
day from 12:30 – 1:15 for lunch.  The Revenue Department would 
like to wish everyone a Happy and Safe New Year.

3TB 12/23, 1/6, 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

ATTENTION ALL TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of East 
Hampton that the taxes for the second installment of real estate, 
personal property, and supplemental motor vehicles levied 
on the Grand List of October 1, 2021 are due and payable on 
January 1, 2023. The last day on which to pay without penalty 
is February 1, 2023. Real estate and personal property taxes 
are based on a mill rate of 34.66 mills which equates to $34.66 
in taxes per $1,000 of net assessed value. Supplemental motor 
vehicle tax is based on the state capped mill rate of 32.46 
mills. The supplemental motor vehicle tax bills were mailed on 
December 9, 2022.
Late payments will be subject to interest penalty at the rate of 1 
½% per month or a fraction thereof, 18 % per annum, from the 
due date of the tax, as required by Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130, 
145 and 146.  Payments legibly postmarked by the USPS on or 
before February 1, 2023 are considered on time regardless of 
when they are received by the Tax Office. Payments received 
February 2, 2023 and later, including payments postmarked 
February 2, and later, are considered past due. The minimum in-
terest charge is $2 on each tax bill. A returned check fee is $20.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due. Failure to receive a tax bill does not 
exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes and interest 
charges should the tax become delinquent.  
Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton. Pay-
ments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. Pay online by visiting www.
easthamptonct.gov  Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 
pm and Friday 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.
Respectfully,
Kristy L. Merrifield, CCMC
Collector of Revenue

3TB 12/23, 1/6, 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER

ATTENTION COLCHESTER TAXPAYERS
Notice is given to the Town of Colchester that the 2nd install-
ment of Real Estate & Motor Vehicle Supplemental Bills on the 
Grand List of October 1, 2021 are due and payable on January 
1, 2023 and become delinquent after February 1, 2023.
If any tax due on January 1, 2023, is not paid on or before 
February 1, 2023, the tax installment shall be delinquent and 
interest at the rate of 18% per annum (1 ½ % per month) shall 
be charged dating back to the original due date of the bill. The 
minimum interest charge for delinquent taxes is $2.00.
Taxpayers who did not receive a bill should contact the Tax 
Office immediately.  Failure to receive a tax bill does not in-
validate the tax or any interest charged should the tax become 
delinquent.  Taxpayers may access tax bill information and pay 
on-line from the homepage of the Town of Colchester website at 
www.colchesterct.gov and clicking the “View and Pay Tax Bills” 
link under Online Services – fees apply.
Avoid waiting in long lines by using our on-line feature, return 
your payment by mail or use our night drop box. If a receipt is 
desired, please send a self-addressed stamped envelope and 
two copies of the bill.  Mail postmarked (US Postal Service post-
mark only) on or before February 1, 2023, will be considered 
as having been paid on time.  Payments dropped in the town 
hall’s drop box after 4:30 P.M.on February 1, 2023, will be 
will be deemed as paid late.
Please make all checks payable to the Tax Collector. Mail pay-
ments to the Tax Office, 127 Norwich Avenue Colchester, CT, 
06415.  Questions concerning tax payments should be directed 
to the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.
Michele Wyatt, CCMC
Town of Colchester
Tax Collector 2TB 1/13, 1/27

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning Com-
mission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, February 2, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 Main 
Street, Portland, CT.  Public access through Zoom link A at www.
portlandct.org to consider the following:
Application #22-17: Proposed amendments to the Town of Port-
land Zoning Regulations:
Article 2 Definitions, to amend people. Article 2 Definitions, to add 
Cannabis; Cannabis Establishments; Cultivator; Delivery Service; 
Dispensary Facility; Food and Beverage Manufacturer; Hybrid Re-
tailer; Micro-cultivator; Product Manufacturer; Product Packager; 
Retailer; Transporter. Article 5.1 Permitted Uses Business Zones. 
Article 6.1 Permitted Uses Industrial Zones. Add Article 9.18 Can-
nabis; Add Article 19.18.1 Locational Requirements. Application of 
the Town of Portland Planning and Zoning Commission.
Application #22-18: 34 Gospel Lane. Proposed Special Permit for 
change of use to add 2,950 sq. ft. gym business to existing build-
ing. Application and property of MJS Realty Ventures LLC. Map 
31, Lot 26. Zone IP.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of these 
applications are available for review in the Portland Land Use 
Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 18th day of January 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 1/20, 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE, TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, 
CONNECTICUT

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS
THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS WILL HOLD HEAR-
INGS AND/OR DELIBERATIONS AT THE SENIOR CENTER: 17 

SCHOOL DRIVE, MARLBOROUGH CT THE DATES ARE AS 
FOLLOWS:

2022 REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL PROPERTY & 2021
SUPPLEMENTAL MOTOR VEHICLE GRAND LISTS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 08 2023: 6:30 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.
SENIOR CENTER

2022 MOTOR VEHICLE GRAND LIST
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20 2023: 6:30 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.

SENIOR CENTER
Applications and other information will be available online on the 
Town of Marlborough’s Assessor page www.marlboroughct.net 
under “Forms and Information” or in person from the Assessor’s 

office.
An application can be requested by email at assessor@marlbor-
oughct.net from Wednesday February 1st and must be returned 
on or before the end of the working day Monday, February 20th .

All applications must be physically returned to the assessor’s 
office (no emails or postmarks) with an original signature or an 

appointment for hearing will be denied.
2TB 1/20, 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
COLCHESTER, CONNECTICUT

The Colchester Conservation Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a Regular Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2023, at 7 p.m. to be held at Colchester Town Hall at 
127 Norwich Avenue in Room #2 on the following: 

W2023-3075- 200 Lebanon Avenue, ARK Distillery-Appli-
cant, ARK Station LLC-Owner, Assessor’s Map 22-00 Lot 
039-000, proposal to fill 1,699 SF of wetlands to facilitate 
14 parking spaces in rear of property. 

Dated at Colchester, CT, this 25TH day of January 2023
Falk von Plachecki, Chairman

2TB 1/27, 2/3

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
BOARD OF FINANCE

PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE

Wednesday, February 1, 2023
  6:30 p.m.

MES Cafeteria
Zoom Link Below

The legal voters of the Town of Marlborough are hereby notified 
and warned that a Public Hearing will be held at the Elmer 
Thienes/Mary Hall Elementary School Cafeteria, 25 School 
Drive, Marlborough, CT on Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 
6:30 P.M. for the following purpose: 
• To discuss a special appropriation in the amount of $250,000 
for settlement of pending litigation as recommended by the 
Board of Finance.
Board of Finance
Mike Nastri, Chairman
Topic: BOF Public Hearing
Time: Feb 1, 2023 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81006041033?pwd=bnJzRnFUU2FJ
eFhtZXVsK3lGaW9UZz09
Meeting ID: 810 0604 1033
Passcode: 7aw2cg
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 810 0604 1033
Passcode: 192584 2TB 1/20, 1/27

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT

At its meeting of December 21, 2022, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission made the following decisions:
Brian T. & H. Jean Smith and Garvin – Smith, LLC – 12 & 24 
Broadway – Site Plan (2022-013) The Commission APPROVED 
the application for an addition to an existing barn and site im-
provements on 2 parcels to support a new banquet facility. 
All modifications/condition are on file in the Planning Department.  
A copy of this notice has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1TB 1/27

TOWN OF HEBRON
LEGAL NOTICE

At their meeting on January 19, 2023, the Board of Selectmen 
declared a vacancy on the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
The Selectmen designate Friday, January 27, 2023, as the 
posting date for the vacancy notice.  The 35th and final day by 
which nominations shall be received is Friday, March 3, 2023. 
The Board of Selectmen are now notifying the political parties 
and the general public of this vacancy.  
Interested candidates should attend a meeting of the Commis-
sion and discuss with the Chairman the frequency of meetings 
and the time commitment involved.  
All residents of Hebron who are registered to vote are eligible.  
Letters of interest or questions may be addressed to Andrew 
J. Tierney, Town Manager, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron, Connecticut 06248 or call 860-228-5971. 1TB 1/27

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN MEETING 
LEGAL NOTICE

 Wednesday, February 1, 2023
 7:00 p.m.

MES Cafeteria
The legal voters of the Town of Marlborough are hereby notified 
and warned that a Town Meeting will be held at the Elmer Thienes/
Mary Hall Elementary School, 25 School Drive, Marlborough, CT on 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 7:00 P.M. for the following purpose: 
• To vote on a special appropriation in the amount of $250,000 for 
settlement of pending litigation as recommended by the Board of 
Finance.
Board of Selectmen
Deb Bourbeau, Chairman 1TB 1/27

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the January 19, 2023 meeting, the following actions were 
taken:
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-15: 1401 Main 
Street. Proposed 2 lot re-subdivision. Application and property of 
Cote Range LLC. Map 68, Lot 1. Zone R-25.
Dated at Portland, CT. this 20th day of January 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 1/27

TOWN OF ANDOVER
LEGAL NOTICE

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in town meetings in 
the Town of Andover are hereby notified that a Special Town 
Meeting for the Town of Andover will be held in the Andover 
Elementary School Gym – 35 School Road – Andover, CT 
on Tuesday, February 7, 2023, beginning at 7:00 p.m.   This 
Special Town Meeting is for the following purposes:
1. To choose a Moderator for the Special Town Meeting.
2. To vote on each of the following questions:
a. Shall the Town of Andover finance the purchase of a 
Freightliner 114SD-Legacy plow truck for the Town Depart-
ment of Public Works pursuant to a financing agreement with 
Freightliner of Hartford whereby the Town will pay the vendor 
$58,888.95 each year for a period of five years beginning in 
2023?
b. Shall the Town of Andover accept a Small Town Economic 
Assistance Program (STEAP) grant from the State of Con-
necticut in the amount of $275,000 with a $75,000.00 Town 
match required to be paid by the Town, possibly from the 
multi-use building fund of the Town?
c. Shall the Andover Town Administrator be authorized to 
submit to the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection a DEEP Recreation Trails grant proposal in 
the amount of $52,000  requiring the Town to spend $10,500 
in locally generated revenue dollars, possibly from the Open 
Space Fund or Contingency Fund of the Town?
d. Shall the Andover Town Administrator be authorized to 
submit to the State of Connecticut a Transportation Rural Im-
provement Program (TRIP) grant proposal for up to $800,000, 
which will require payment by the Town of survey and engi-
neering costs estimated to be $30,000 to be expended from 
the Town Aid Road or Road Improvement Fund?
3. Adjourn

Dated at Andover, CT this 23RD day of January, 2023.
Andover Board of Selectmen

1TB 1/27

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication

This is to give notice that, I,
CHRISTOPHER D OZMUN

44 SASHEL LN
COLCHESTER, CT 06415-2055

Have filed an application to add live entertainent
with the Department of Consumer Protection

for my existing RESTAURANT WINE & BEER permit
located at:

43 HAYWARD AVE
COLCHESTER CT 06415

The business is owned by: OZNBONES BBQ LLC
Live Entertainment Added: Acoustics (not amplified),

Karaoke, Live Bands, Comedians
CHRISTOPHER D OZMUN

2TB 1/27, 2/3

1TB 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTION
TOWN OF ANDOVER

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Please be advised that the Andover Planning and Zoning Com-
mission took the following action at its 1.23.23 meeting:
Approved: Applicant - Town of Andover. The amendments 
expressly allow for “municipal uses” in the ARD Zone (Section 
5), change the regulations so as to require a number of specific 
“Uses of Right” so as to require a “Special Permit” from the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission in accordance with Section 23 of
the Zoning Regulations and modifies numerous terms in the 
the Definition Section (24) of the Zoning Regulations so as to 
provide clarity.
The referenced Application is on file in the Andover Build-
ing & Land-Use Office and available on the town’s web-site 
(andoverct.org). Please direct any inquiries to the Zoning Agent 
at the Town Hall, 17 School Road or zoning@andoverct.org or 
860.742.7305, ext. 4220.
Jim Hallisey
Zoning Agent

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

Not your average CNA position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated CNA to join our team. Colebrook Village 
is a community of independent, assisted living, and 
memory care residents. It is a privilege to serve 
our residents and to work alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and want to be 
appreciated for the important work you do, reach out 
for details about this unique health care opportunity! 
401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Please call Kristina Pink: 860-801-1114

C
IT
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22

Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Colebrook Village 
is a community of independent, assisted living, 
and memory care residents. It is a privilege to serve 
our residents and to work alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and want to be 
appreciated for the important work you do, reach out 
for details about this unique health care opportunity! 
401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Please call Kristina Pink: 860-801-1114
C

IT
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EMPLOYMENT

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE1-27-23

It’s okay to be scared.
Being scared means you’re doing 

something really, really brave.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
E9
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Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Mulch

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E1
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28
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

R
E5
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

R
E1
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860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care

R
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23On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Climber / Bucket Truck

Reasonable Rates – Free Written Estimates

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

THOMPSON LANDSCAPE
IMPROVEMENT, INC.

***Winter Discount Rates***

C
IT

1-
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CALL: 860-659-1438
www.thompsonlandscapect.com

Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Land Clearing & Excavating

Backhoe, Bulldozer & Bobcat Work

TREE & LANDSCAPING

TREE & LAND

PORTLAND 2nd FLOOR, 4 
ROOM APT, RENOVATED: 
refrig, stove, washer/dryer 
hookup, no smoking/no pets, 
security, credit check. Parking. 
$900./month plus utilities & 
heat.  Tel. 860-916-7482

FOR RENT: Furnished one-
bedroom apartment overlook-
ing Lake Pocotopaug. $1000 + 
utilities. 303-887-7919

PORTLAND 1st FLOOR 4 
ROOM APT., refrig, stove, 
washer/dryer hookup, no smok-
ing/no pets, security, credit 
check. Parking. $975./month 
plus utilities & heat.  Tel. 860-
916-7482

C
IT
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Attention To Detail is looking 
for drivers to pick up and deliver 

cars to and from car dealers.
Part time position.

If you are interested in this 
position please come to our 
facility in Middletown, CT

to fill out application.

Attention To Detail 
195 Dekoven Drive 

Middletown CT 06457

Drivers  Wanted

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

BOARD CLERK
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part time 
Board Clerks for approximately 3 to 6 hours per month. This posi-
tion is responsible for transcribing minutes and motions for boards 
and commissions. The position requires attendance at meetings on 
weeknight evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills 
and be proficient in word processing on a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board Clerk 
job description are available in the Town Clerk’s office, online at 
marlboroughct.net or by calling 860-295-6206.  Completed applica-
tions are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 29, 26 North 
Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447.
Open until filled.
We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, 
creed, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age, marital or vet-
eran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

3TB 1/13, 1/20, 1/27

TOWN OF ANDOVER CT
VACANCY – Accounting Associate 

The Town of Andover is seeking applications for a full -time 
Accounting associate.  This position is responsible for the daily 
operations of the finance department at the town of Andover. This 
position involves the performance of a variety of professional ac-
counting and financial control functions for the Town of Andover.  
The job description and application for this position are available 
at www.andoverct.org. This position is 30 hours per week, 
Monday-Thursday.  This position is in the AFSCME local 1303 of 
Council #4 AFL-CIO and subject to collective bargaining.
To apply, send a Resume and Cover Letter to the Office of the 
Town Administrator, Town Hall, 17 School Rd, Andover, CT 
06232, Or email it to adminassistant@andoverct.org This posting 
will remain open until the position has been filled. EOE M/F 

3TB 1/20, 1/27, 2/3

Town of Coventry
Public Works Maintainer I

 
Anticipated starting salary $24.23 - $24.84 plus generous 
benefits and vacation package. 40 hours per week. CDL 
preferred. Experience in landscaping, park maintenance, road 
work including plowing. Finalist will be required to successfully 
complete physical. Application deadline February 13. Apply 
online at www.coventryct.org or send completed Town applica-
tion form to Office of Town Manager, Coventry Town Hall, 1712 
Main Street, Coventry, CT 06238. EOE M/F.

1TB 1/27

POLICE OFFICER
Town of Portland, CT (EOE)

Deadline: 3/10/2023
Salary Range: $60,897 to $65,868

Town of Portland accepting applications for full-time Entry 
Level and/or POSTC Certified Police Officer. Salary DOQ/
fringe benefits/20-year Defined Benefit Pension. Must be US 
citizen, CT resident, possess valid CT Driver’s License, & 
never been convicted of crime. Subject to written test, oral in-
terview, physical agility test, psychological & polygraph exams, 
drug screening, background investigation & pre-employment 
drug/alcohol testing. All qualified applicants will be considered 
for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin. See website for details www.portlandct.org. 
Submit application to:

First Selectman’s Office, P.O. Box 71,
Portland, CT 06480-0071

Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org 
1TB 1/27

HELP WANTED: CASO’S 
HVAC, LLC, East Hampton, 
CT is now hiring Commercial & 
Residential HVAC Mechanics/
Technicians. B2 or S2 License 
Required. Must have at least 
5 years experience. We of-
fer competitive hourly wages. 
Please email resume to caso-
hvac@comcast.net or call 860-
267-5851.

SEAMSTRESS WANTED: 
FOR DRAPERY WORKROOM. 
HADDAM. Must have sewing 
experience, non-smoker, Part 
time or Full-time: M-F,  Call Su-
san  860-306-4252.

HELP WANTED: DuBosar Irri-
gation Landscape Construction 
Company looking to hire labor-
ers, technicians, and equipment 
operators. Great starting pay 
and work environment. Expe-
rience in industry helpful but 
will train. Reasonable workday 
hours, starting March-April. 
Valid driver’s license a plus but 
not necessary.  Immediate po-
sitions also available for snow 
removal.   860-206-4705

FULL TIME – INSIDE B2B 
SALES OF A WIDE VARIETY 
OF SUPPLIES: $20/HOUR 
TO START PLUS COMMIS-
SION. HEALTH INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE. MON-FRI. DAYS. 
CANDIDATE WILL BE RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR AQUIRING 
NEW BUSINESS THROUGH 
OUTBOUND CALLING/EMAIL-
ING. THE IDEAL CANDIDATE 
MUST BE ABLE TO SPEAK 
CLEARLY, HAVE A PLEASANT 
PHONE MANNER AND HAVE 
THE ABILITY TO INSTANT-
LY BUILD RAPPORT WITH 
PROSPECTS. PERMANENT 
NON-REMOTE POSITION. 
GLASTONBURY OFFICE (860) 
633-6744

THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF EAST HAMP-
TON IS SEEKING A PART-
TIME ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT to work in the Church 
Office an average of 10 hours 
per week. Responsibilities will 
include welcoming guests/
visitors to the office, answering 
phones, church record keep-
ing, assisting with preparations 
for Sunday worship services 
and other duties as needed. 
The right individual must have 
strong organizational skills, 
computer proficiency, and a 
pleasant, get it done attitude! 
Experience with MS Office 
and Google Docs is required, 
and experience with Breeze 
CHMS is a plus. Please forward 
resume/cover letter to Peter 
Strickland at sunbeeam@com-
cast.net or send to 57 Main St., 
East Hampton, CT 06424

WAREHOUSE POSITION: 
Seeking full time, energetic, or-
ganized individual for small lo-
cal company. Great family type 
work environment. Occasional 
heavy lifting/Light phone duties/
Customer contact. $20-$25 an 
hour DOE /Plus benefits! Train-
ing provided. Apply in person at:
Yost Associates 224 Eastern 
Blvd Glastonbury M-F 8:00-
5:00 POSITIVELY NO PHONE 
CALLS!

HELP WANTED: Full time la-
ser marking machine operator 
wanted. Set up and tend laser 
marking or engraving ma-
chines. Call 860-658-0808 
leave message and phone 
number or email wnarog@bmi-
cad.com

SHEET METAL MECHANICS 
& HELPERS:  Full time, ap-
prenticeship program offered, 
health insurance, 401(k) plan.  
Pay range $20 - $30/hour.  Call 
860-828-3762.

WELDER/FABRICATOR:  Cus-
tom sheet metal fabrication, 
light structural, 45-50 hour per 
week with good benefits, health 
insurance, and 401(k) plan.  
Pay range $25 - $35/hour.  Call 
860-828-3762.

SELL CHEESE AT AN 
AWARD-WINNING FARM 
Nationally-recognized cheese-
maker seeks a cheesemonger 
(sales person) for our farm 
shop. Job description at www.
catocornerfarm.com/contact

PART-TIME COOK / KITCHEN 
ASSISTANT: 3-4 days/wk, 
includes every other week-
end. Please call Christal at 
Greystone 860-342-2509. 

WAITSTAFF WANTED: Flynn’s 
Grill resturant Monday-Friday 
7am -2pm, hourly plus tips 
(19-23/hr). Apply in person 860-
657-8159

PART-TIME RESIDENT CARE 
ATTENDANT: For 2nd & 3rd 
shifts. Please call Christal at
Greystone 860-342-2509. 

COOK WANTED: Stop in to 
The Greenleaf Cafe in Hebron 
for details. Or call 860 228-8148

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

WANTED TO RENT / LEASE: 
House, apt or condo in Glaston-
bury area from May 26 to Aug 
5. Would like 2 B/R’s, furnished 
and pet-friendly. We have 2 y/o 
female Lab, house-trained and 
only barks at door bell ringers. 
Dates are flexible but daughter 
is delivering a son in mid-June. 
We have references and used 
to live in G-bury. Please call 
860-918-1851 if interested. 
Thanks

RENTAL 
WANTED

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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860.913.6203

Complete
Lawn Maintenance

Fully Licensed & Insured
HIC # 0661818

SPECIALIZING IN:
Scheduled Mowing

Landscaping Maintenance
Mulch Installations

Fall / Spring Clean-Ups
...and much more!
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Now 
Scheduling:

Fall Leaf Cleanups
Snow Removal / Salting

Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!

Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation
Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
E1
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Happy New Year!
RLFrancks@comcast.net

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

2023

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR PAINTING
Exterior Painting / Carpentry
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Commercial & Residential Snow Plowing

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

R
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HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

TREE & LANDSCAPING

ACF 
Stump 

Grinding

R
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

R
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT
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License #HIC 0656593

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

Master Carpenters 
& Interior Painters

FOR HIRE 
WE DO IT ALL!

Over 40 Years Experience  

860-498-1060

C
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STARKEY HOME REMODEL-
ING - Call today for a free es-
timate on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, base-
ments, flooring (tile, hardwood, 
laminate & vinyl), painting/stain-
ing, insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/Insured. 
James 860-573-3597.

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & floors. Li-
censed/Insured. Give us a call 
for a free estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC See us on Facebook. 
B.B.B. 860-267-1496.

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. Li-
censed and insured. All types 
of tile work, kitchens, baths. All 
work guaranteed. 16 years ex-
perience. Call 508-0893.

HOME REPAIR SERVICES: 
Carpentry, flooring, painting, 
plumbing and electrical and 
more! Jobs big or small, give 
Colin of KCM Properties a call. 
860-798-3260

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of 
the services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, Ce-
dar Closets, Custom stairs, 
Pocket doors, Interior and 
Exterior doors, Radiator cov-
ers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters 
or on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water dam-
age and rot repair of all kinds 
such as leaky roofs, doors, win-
dows or plumbing fixtures. We 
do complete repair of drywall 
and plaster. We also combat 
the entry of mice and more. Call 
Rene (860)643-0428

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinish-
ing. Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. Fin-
ish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTH-
ERS HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/operate info@broth-
ershomeimprovementct.com 
www.BrothersHomeImprov-
mentCT.com. 860-432-5716, 
860-882-7672.

CABINET REFACING: Not an 
overpriced box store or fran-
chise. Local company, cabinet-
makers specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood products, 
custom work and counter tops. 
Deal with the owner. Wood’n 
Excellence, Inc. CP#0664648, 
860-345-2050

GUTTER CLEANING, No mess 
- hand cleaned, rinsed, check 
drainage. Cleaning included 
with optional, reasonably priced 
LEAF STOP-R GUARDS. 
Clogged gutters = water dam-
age. Free estimates. Insured, 
Reg # HIC.0651707 Call/Text 
Marc anytime 860-498-2524

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall 
to plumbing, painting to tile. 
Have a repair issue we are here 
to Help. Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917-3154
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C
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MARK'S
PAINTING

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Freshen Up for the New Year!

Since 1992

860-267-4125

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
C
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

SERVICES

SERVICES
A fully licensed & insured specialist of

sub surface waste water disposal systems
for residential & commercial properties.

New Installations • Real Estate Inspections
Repairs • System Diagnostic Services

Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Heating, Air Conditioning,
Hot Water & Ductless Splits

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372
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23860.888-2090
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

FLOOR SANDING AND RE-
FINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 860-
647-9261

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: All 
items removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We also 
remove sheds and hot tubs. 
Insured. Josh Langdon 48 hrs. 
Cleaning Services. 860-922-
4621

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAUL-
ING: Same day appointments 
available, cleanouts, base-
ments, garages, even the junk 
in the backyard. We can take as 
much or as little as you want. 
Mark 860-295-9692 or 860-
916-9577.

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty Chimneys can 
burn! Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures peace 
of mind. Dust-free professional 
cleaning. Fully Insured. Call 
Dave, 860-267-8422

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Light Hauling & Clean-outs

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E1
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22Call Today!
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
OR

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 2/2/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD

Dine In or Take Out
Catering • Gift Certificates

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Dine In or Take Out

DINE IN 
OPEN
NOW!

Mark Toledo
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

860-301-2339
The Service You Expect. The Performance You Deserve.™

View All Listings on MarkToledo.com

RE1-27-23

Look up my Zillow 
reviews and find out 

firsthand what my 
clients say about me.

Search online:
“Mark Toledo
Realtor Zillow 

Reviews”
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We clean septic tanks all year long!
There is always someone

to answer your calls & questions

CALL NOW 860-267-6102

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
CLEANED THE SEPTIC TANK?

Suburban Sanitation Service

Happy New Year. 2023 Heat Pump Rebates, Tax Credits and 
Financing As Low As 0% Are Available Now!

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps, Ducts or No Ducts, No Problem.  Rebates and Tax Credits in 2023  
could save you up to 80% or more of the cost of your installation, reduce your use of fossil fuels, 

improve heating and cooling home comfort, and reduce your energy expenses. Call today or visit  
our Website or Ductless & Heat Pump Showroom in Portland to find out more.

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service
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TAG SALES

FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street) 860-633-
4691.

FOR SALE: Firewood  $240/
cord Call Troy Hall 860-338-
6283

FOR SALE: Older King Size 
maple headboard great shape 
$75. 4 Gun Oak Locking wall 
mount gun rack w/ drawer $100.
6ft. chain link panels, various 
lengths. For pricing call 860-
295-9974

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/
SPLIT hard wood full cord 
$260. Half cord $160. Deliver 
included to local area. Quick 
Delivery. Call 860-633-5766.

FOR SALE: 4 SUMITOM ‘Ice 
Edge’ 225/6OR17. 99T Tires; 
used two short winters/low mil-
age. Orig. $426. Asking $200. 
860-603-2655.

FIREWOOD: Sold in 1 or 2 
cord. Split and seasoned. $270 
a cord. Cavanna Farms 860-
659-1856

FOR SALE: New bedrails $30. 
Wheelchair $20. New 2 bicycle 
rack, goes into a class 2 hitch 
$50. Card table with 4 chairs on 
wheels $50. Outdoor furniture: 
Metal, wicker, yellow- One big 
table, loveseat, lounge chair, 
6 regular chairs, 3 end tables 
$150. One set of dishes/cups/
bowls, etc (29 pieces) $35. Call 
860-638-7655

SEASONED FIREWOOD- Cut, 
split and delivered. Prompt ser-
vice. $270 cord. Call Dennis 
860-208-5864

RABBITS FOR SALE: As a pet, 
for breeding and deli-contess. 
Call 860-657-8052 or 860-952-
4741

MOVING SALE: 61 Broad 
Meadow Road, Colchester. 
Sunday, January 29th, 10am 
- 3pm. Sectional couch with 
matching chair and ottoman, 
washer / dryer, snow / lawn 
mower, bedroom dresser, 
freezer. Misc. items. Call 860-
608-8979. 

POLISH/ENGLISH SPEAK-
ING MAID CAN CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 30% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, refer-
ences. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call Kasha 860-268-2301.

CARPET CLEANING - Have 
your carpets deep dry cleaned. 
Eliminate problems associated 
with water (mold, mildew). Best 
method available for removal 
of pet stains, etc. Removes 
allergens. Immediate use. Up-
holstery cleaning. Completely 
safe. Experienced, references, 
insured. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

I’d LOVE to help you juggle 
your busy lives by taking one 
dreaded task of your list ..... 
CLEANING. I love , when my 
client walks in and says “ WoW “ 
That’s what I aim for every time. 
860-301-5625 R
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$49RATES AS 
LOW AS

AFFORDABLE
CLEANING

All Products Included
We also include sanitizing, 
do groceries & run errands

LICENSED

CALL OR 
TEXT 860-849-2768

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin


