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The Year of Barbie… “You can do anything” is the message from Astronaut 
Barbie, conceived and created by 10-year-old Ellowyne Loudenbach and her 
Grandma Jo Souza, both of Hebron. Barbie is sharing the message to encourage 
girls and women to follow their passions and strive to accomplish their goals. This 
Barbie is one of many scarecrows to be on display on Main Street in Hebron for 
the month of October. Viewers can vote for their favorite at the Harvest Moon 
Festival, sponsored by the Town Center Project, on Oct. 21.

Candidates Clash 
At Colchester Forum

By Michael Sinkewicz
The candidates for Colchester first selectman 

publicly sparred this week, offering distinct vi-
sions for the town’s future and challenging each 
other’s qualifications for control of the corner of-
fice at Town Hall.

The “meet the candidates” event, hosted by 
the Colchester Business Association at the St. Jo-
seph’s Polish Club on Tuesday night, represented 
the first opportunity for the incumbent first se-
lectman, Republican Andreas Bisbikos, and his 
Democratic challenger, Bernie Dennler, to field 
questions and make their pitch to voters with 
Election Day one month away.

While the candidates began the forum with 
a cordial handshake, the tone of the night was 
largely combative, with Bisbikos seizing the 
chance to hammer both Dennler and the Demo-
cratic slate. Earlier in the night, both party tickets 
were briefly introduced, with each candidate for 
the upcoming municipal election handed rough-
ly one minute to spotlight their own resumes.

Dennler, who currently works as the office 
manager for the Lebanon first selectman and 
who previously served as vice chair of both the 
Colchester Board of Finance and the Economic 
Development Commission, used the forum to 
paint the current climate at Town Hall as dys-
functional. Along with considerable employee 
turnover in the past two years, Dennler asserted 
that officials have struggled to work in a biparti-
san manner.

“Right now, when you look at our board meet-
ings, that’s not happening,” he said of biparti-
sanship. “We have police getting involved at the 
meetings; we have news reports every other week 
it seems about some sort of chaos or dysfunction 
that is taking place either at our public meetings 
or at Colchester Town Hall. And it is creating an 

image of our community that I believe is really 
not representative of the town that I grew up in, 
the town that I love, and the town where you do 
business.”

Bisbikos casted himself as the only candidate 
with first selectman experience and a credible 
list of accomplishments. He labeled Dennler as a 
“socialist” who would raise taxes, and described 
him as a Democratic “puppet.” 

“Mr. Dennler works in Lebanon four days a 
week doing secretarial work,” he said. “He is not 
qualified to lead the town.” 

Both candidates answered five questions in 
addition to their opening and closing statements, 
spanning roughly 30 minutes. The audience, 
which consisted mostly of local business repre-
sentatives, remained mainly muted, with only 
one noticeable reaction – mainly groans – during 
Bisbikos’ closing argument, where he attacked 
Democrats for allegedly both participating in 
and covering up corruption, including the town 
clerk who he accused of misappropriating funds.  

The incumbent’s final words of the forum were 
addressed directly to his opponent: “Good luck, 
Bernie; hopefully you’ll have a backbone.”

A Contentious Forum
After the forum, Republican Town Committee 

Chairman Taras Rudko, who is also running for 
a Board of Selectmen seat, told the Rivereast that 
“both candidates missed knowing their audience.”

“That might have been a little bit of a challenge 
this evening in regard to the messaging and the 
way it was conveyed based on the audience,” he 
said. “I personally would’ve done it much differ-
ently.”

Monica Swyden, chairman of the Democratic 
Town Committee, said she felt Dennler had an 

See Colchester Forum, page 33

Marlborough Candidates Removed from Ballot
By Michael Sinkewicz

Marlborough’s Independent Party Slate Com-
mittee has been removed from the upcoming 
November election ballot, a crushing blow for 
the political group looking to permanently es-
tablish itself in the community.

 On Sept. 14, an elections officer with the of-
fice of the secretary of the state alerted the slate 
committee that it had missed a Sept. 6 deadline 
for submitting a required piece of election doc-
umentation, resulting in the proposed indepen-
dent municipal candidates being disapproved.

Now, the election bids of 17 candidates — 
although some were placeholders — have offi-
cially been ended; “row C” will not be on the 
Nov. 7 ballot.

The missing document — “a statement of 
endorsement” — is a form that the petitioning 
minor party files with the state.

“There are deadlines and they’re posted on 
our website,” Tara Chozet, director of commu-
nications for the office of the secretary of the 
state, told the Rivereast.

Chozet stated that minor party recognition is 
on an office-by-office basis, and if a candidate 
receives at least 1% of the vote in the election 
for an office, party-status is established for that 
office for the next election.

The committee had received the requisite pe-
tition signatures required to form a “row C” on 
the ballot. The Marlborough town clerk’s office 
validated the petition, followed by the secretary 
of state.

Previously, slate committee members ex-
pressed that several candidates were expected 
to not only reach the Election Day benchmark, 
but win their seats outright.

In a statement posted online, the slate com-
mittee asserted that the process required by 
the state “has many opportunities for improve-
ment.”

“We were not aware of the requirement for 
one final document required by the secretary of 
the state and a deadline for that document was 
missed,” the group wrote. “Therefore, all our 
hard work will not take us onto the November 
ballot.”

The future of the slate committee remains un-
certain; the group’s statement hinted that a shift 
in leadership may take place before 2025.

“If anyone from our community would like 
to continue the Independent Party of Marlbor-
ough, please reach out to one of the Founding 
Members. We would be happy to transition ev-
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Call us today to see what Marlborough Health
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Our renovations are nearing completion
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Pumpkin Patch
Fundraiser 

The Andover Congregational Church 
Food Pantry is holding a Pumpkin Patch 
Fundraiser to benefit the food pantry.

The patch is located next to the church 
at 359 Route 6 in Andover, and will remain 
open daily from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m., right 
through Halloween.

The pantry will be selling regular and 
specialty pumpkins that were grown on an 
Indian Reservation in New Mexico, locally 
grown apples, cider, mums, home-baked 
goods and apple fritters.

A local craftsman will again have on dis-
play his refurbished antique wheelbarrows 
and benches to sell.

Purchases will benefit the food pantry. 



NEWS BULLETIN • October 6, 2023 Page 3

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. Also 
call Palazzi for all luncheon reservations and 
transportation needs, including rides to medi-
cal appointments. For all Young at Heart events 
including movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-
1057, and call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-
0188 ext. 2 for all trip information. For all senior 
events and information, visit the senior page of 
the town website, andoverct.org.

Senior Luncheon: 10/20, at the Town Hall at 
noon, with lunch from Chili’s and speaker Mark 
Hand, a broker who will explain the various 
changes in senior benefits for 2024. Reservations 
required for all lunches – no walk-ins accepted.

Shopping: Tuesdays. Manchester – Oct. 17 
and 31. Willimantic – Oct. 10 and 24. 

Trips: Belltown Orchards, Oct. 12; Christmas 
Party, Dec. 1, at Villa Louisa’s, Christmas Show, 
Friday, Dec. 8.  Contact Carol Lee for informa-
tion. 

Flu Clinic: Held at the town hall community 
room on Thursday, Oct. 12 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
no reservations necessary. COVID boosters and 
pneumonia shots available if needed. Bring your 

insurance cards, Medicare or Medicaid cards. 
Questions, please call Palazzi. 

Health Clinic: Saturday, Oct. 21, from 9:30 
a.m. -2:30 p.m. in Vernon. If enough seniors are 
interested in going transportation will be pro-
vided.

Movie: Wednesday, Oct. 25, 1 pm. Transporta-
tion available. Call Palazzi. 

Vendor and Tag Sale: Saturday, Nov. 4, at the 
Andover Elementary School gym, from 9 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. All monies will benefit the senior lun-
cheon program. 

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-
able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 
and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, refer-
endums or board meetings, all medical appoint-
ments, and to the monthly farmers markets, are 
available by calling Palazzi. All seniors, veterans 
and disabled are welcome. If you have a caregiv-
er, they may come with you. 

Belltown Orchards: Senior Transporta-
tion will take seniors to Belltown Orchards on 
Wednesday, Oct 11, leaving town hall at 10:30 
a.m. Call for information or a ride.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is provid-

ed.
Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the opposite 
Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Revolutionary War Headstones
On Tuesday, Oct. 24, at 6:30 p.m., Andover 

Public Library will welcome Randall Nelson 
of Nelson Architectural Restoration in Wil-
lington with a talk about “Revolutionary War 
Headstone Replication at the Ancient Burying 
Ground in Hartford.”  

Nelson will provide a brief history of the old-
est cemetery in Connecticut – Hartford’s An-
cient Burying Ground – and the work involved 

in making replicas of the four badly deteriorat-
ed headstones for four Revolutionary War vet-
erans. Nelson will also talk about the problems 
involved with researching the histories of these 
vets, as well as provide a bit of history of brown-
stone quarrying in Connecticut. 

RSVP is not required but is requested for 
planning purposes. To do so, call the library at 
860-742-7428.

Experience The Difference.
The Difference Is Experience!
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PORTLAND $615,000

63 MOUNTAIN LAUREL WAY

SOLD!
EAST HAMPTON $519,900

67 BLUE HERON

UNDER CONTRACT

GLASTONBURY $870,000

209 FELDSPAR RIDGE

SOLD!

GLASTONBURY $445,000

1500 MAIN STREET

SOLD!
GLASTONBURY $515,000

52 MORGAN DRIVE

SOLD!

EAST HAMPTON $699,900

12 DANIEL STREET

UNDER CONTRACT

120 LAKE DRIVE

JUST SOLD!
EAST HAMPTON $1,072,150

EAST HAMPTON $449,900

27 SALMON RUN

SOLD!

*BUYER 
REPRESENTED *

FREE!FREE! HOME
EVALUATION

Valid with coupon. Expires 8/2024.

Library Friends Book & Bake Sale
The Andover Friends of the Library group 

announces its annual Book & Bake Sale. 
New this year is a “Preview Sale” on Friday, 

Oct. 13, from 6-8 p.m. On Friday night, admis-
sion to preview is free for Library Friends and 
$5 for others. The regular sale, free to all, is Sat-
urday, Oct. 14, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Both Friday 
evening and Saturday sales will be conducted at 
the First Congregational Church of Andover, 
359 Route 6, across the street from the library. 

Book donations are encouraged and being 
accepted now. They may be dropped off at the 
library only during open hours: Monday-Thurs-
day, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Gently-used print and audiobooks for all ages, 
fiction or nonfiction; DVDs and CDs in good, 
playable condition are also welcome.  Please, no 
VHS tapes, textbooks, encyclopedias, and noth-

ing moldy or smelly. Do not leave items in the 
library book drop or outside the building at any 
time. The last day to make donations is Thurs-
day, Oct. 12.

Volunteers are needed – to donate baked 
goods, set up tables or work sale on Friday, Oct. 
13, and sell books/baked goods, straighten/con-
solidate books, and break down tables on Satur-
day, Oct. 14, at the end of the sale. If interested 
in volunteering, email the Library Friends at 
andoverfol@gmail.com, call the library at 860-
742-7428 or let library staff know when you 
visit.

For directions or more information, call the 
library at 860-742-7428 or visit the library’s 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/Ando-
verPublicLibrary.CT. 

CPR and First Aid Class
All are invited to learn CPR and first aid Sat-

urday, Oct. 7, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Andover 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Cost is $20 for CPR or CPR and First Aid. 
Classes include use of training materials, CPR 
for adult, child and infant; AED training; chok-
ing; first aid; and a two-year certification from 
the American Heart Association. 

Registration is required; to do so, call Mindy 
Hegener at 860-706-3074.

Vendors Wanted
Andover seniors are looking for vendors for 

Saturday, Nov. 4, to sell their wares at a com-
bined tag and vendor sale to be held at the An-
dover Elementary School gym from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

Cost of a table will be $20 for one table or 
$30.00 for two tables. If you would like to be a 
vendor, contact Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-6122.  

Tag Sale to Benefit Senior 
Lunch Program

The Andover Seniors are looking for dona-
tions of items to sell at their tag sale that will 
be held on Saturday, Nov. 4, in the Andover El-
ementary School gym.  

Bring any items that you would like to donate 
to the Town Office building from Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 3.  All proceeds benefit the Senior Lunch 
Program.

Absentee Ballots
Now Available

Absentee ballots for the Nov. 7 municipal 
election are now available in the town clerk’s 
office at Town Hall, or online at andoverct.org.

Andover Fun Day 
Andover Fun Day will take place Sunday, Oct. 

29, at 1 p.m., rain or shine, outdoors at the Town 
Hall gazebo area on School Road, between 
the Town Office Building and the elementary 
school.

Attendees are asked to come dressed in cos-
tume. Decorate your car or truck “trunk or 
treat” style. There will be a trunk-decorating 
contest.

Decorated vehicles are needed! Call/text 
Annmarie Daigle at 860-983-7442 to reserve a 
spot. Vehicles must be parked by 12:45 p.m.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce
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The Clark Cabin… The Hartford County 4-H Camp Board of Trustees hosted the 
Edgar Clark family to dedicate a cabin at the Marlborough in honor of the fam-
ily on Saturday, Sept. 23. Edgar Clark, his wife Pat, and daughters Linda, Donna, 
Sandra, Debra and Riva were the camp’s first caretaker family from 1966-1981. 
Originally from Wethersfield, the Clarks moved to live at The Hartford County 
4-H Camp in Marlborough. Clark was a key leader of the effort to build the camp 
1966 in the position of construction foreman. Based on countless hours of work 
all supervised by Clark, the basic form of Hartford County 4-H Camp came into 
existence in less than four months, all from scratch – dining hall cabins, bathrooms, 
a kitchen, staff house, man-made pond, dock, water system, and electrical system. 
From left are Brianna Gallitto, Amber Molina, Joe Tedeschi, Linda Tedeschi, Donna 
Flieger and Riva Clark.

Absentee Ballots
To the Editor:

Absentee ballots or are they fraudulent votes? 
Depending on what you believe in, the absentee 
ballot vote is either legitimate or not.

Absentee ballots have always existed but became 
popular during the 2020 presidential election 
when the COVID-19 pandemic forced people to 
shelter in their homes.

The ever popular absentee ballot promotes in-
clusivity within polling districts, allowing older, 
disabled, sick, or previously marginalized groups 
the ease of voting in advance. The absentee ballot 
allows for greater participation in both local and 
national elections. That’s a good thing.

But some citizens have wondered: Do absentee 
ballots promote voting fraud? For example, look at 
what happened in Bridgeport. City Councilor and 
Democratic Committee City Vice Chair Wanda 
Geter is accused of bribery, filling out voters’ bal-

Supports Duigou
To the Editor:

As a Colchester businessman, veteran and long-
time resident, I am supporting Jeff Duigou, the 
Republican-endorsed candidate running for tax 
collector for the Town of Colchester. I have gotten 
to know Jeff over the past several years. His 30+ 
years of business experience and enforcement of 
regulations of several Connecticut state agencies 
is quite impressive. This experience includes pro-
viding support to municipal agencies and NGOs 
in support of tax subsidies for residents in need of 
affordable housing for low- and fixed-income se-
niors and veterans. 

Jeff attended the same high school as me and 
graduated with national honors. He attended UCo-
nn to earn a bachelor’s degree and completed ad-
ditional graduate courses while working full time. 
Jeff is a hard worker and dedicated family man. He 

Thank You, Denise
To the Editor:

Thank you, Denise, for speaking truth to power. 
It takes a strong woman to stand up to a “strong-
man.”

Respectfully,
Stan Soby – Colchester

is committed to providing the Colchester taxpayer 
with professional and courteous service. I will be 
voting for Jeff Duigou on Nov. 7, and encourage 
Colchester taxpayers to vote for him as well. 

Respectfully,
Rich Tanner – Colchester

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
I happened to see presentations by President Biden and former president Trump this past 

week. Both would-be “leaders” of the free world appeared on stages literally covered with 
oversized American flags. Flags above, flags behind, flags to the sides, flags all around.

I have an American flag at home. It is neatly folded in a specially made triangular box that 
hangs on the wall in the cluttered room I like to refer to (somewhat generously) as my “li-
brary.” It is the flag that covered my father’s casket on the day of his funeral some years ago. On 
that raw March morning, it was ceremoniously folded by two uniformed sailors and presented 
to my mother by a petty officer with brief, but solemn remarks that began, “On behalf of a 
grateful nation…”

My father, a scrappy kid from a poor Rhode Island family, served with the U.S. Navy Sea-
bees in the Pacific during World War II.

Similar flags were presented over the years with equal solemnity to the families of my un-
cles—my father’s brothers—upon their passing. My Uncle Terry was a Pearl Harbor survivor. 
My Uncle Bohdan served on Peleliu and Iwo Jima.  

All three brothers served with honor. All three put their country first when that country 
was in peril. All three were fortunate enough to survive, but survival was not guaranteed, and 
many, many others who also put country before self did not survive.

And now?
Now, we face another, different peril in the form of two men—a president and a former 

president—each vying for what is arguably the most powerful position on the planet. Two 
charlatans masquerading as patriots on stages so festooned with American flags that the 
place looks like some kind of carnival and probably has about as much meaning to the two of 
them. One descending into senility and the other into madness. One who prattles on about 
the importance of democracy while subverting the democratic process and its responsibilities 
and another so ethically corrupt that he attempted to overturn an election and once suggested 
suspending the Constitution of the United States. 

And they have the audacity to piously wrap themselves in our flag?
How does this happen? How do such creatures rise to power? Are we that naïve, that inat-

tentive, that lazy—that stupid? 
My father and his brothers were not perfect. Neither am I. And, I suspect, neither are you. 

But surely we should demand better than this.
Jim Hallas

I know the temperatures have been in the 
70s and low 80s this week, but don’t let that 
fool you: Election Day is still a month away.

Yes, folks, we’re entering the home stretch. 
And, as such, there are some important dead-
lines coming up that all of you need to know 
about.

Next week’s Rivereast – the Oct. 13 issue – 
will be the last one in which I’ll run photos 
of candidates out and about, doing, for lack 
of a better word, “candidate things.” Photos of 
candidates meeting voters, eating doughnuts 
at the local fair (Politicians! They’re just like 
us!), standing in front of campaign headquar-
ters, etc. 

Don’t get me wrong: those types of photos 
would still be welcome but they should really 
be in the form of a paid political ad. Want to 
place an ad? Call us 860-633-4691 and ask for 
either Jason (if you’re in Colchester, Marlbor-
ough, Hebron, East Hampton or Portland) or 
Lisa (if you’re in Andover). 

Why am I imposing this deadline? Well, I 
do it every year, just to eliminate any hint that 
the Rivereast supports any particular candi-
dates over anyone else. I don’t think anybody 
would really take it that way but, I figure, why 
take a chance?

The interest of being fair also governs my 
next deadline: The Oct. 27 issue will be the 
last one in which letter-writers can attack 
other candidates, or raise any new issues. The 
mud-slinging this year has been worse than 
usual, but hopefully folks can get it all out of 
their systems the next few weeks. 

The following week’s issue, Nov. 3, will con-
tain positive letters only. No letters attacking 
any of the candidates. Why? Because that will 
be the last Rivereast before Election Day, and 
people simply won’t have time to respond be-
fore Election Day.

Negative letters submitted for that week 
will be rejected, and folks that remain mostly 
positive but just have to sneak in a quick jab 
or two will see their letters edited accordingly. 

Every year I impose similar deadlines and 
restrictions, and every year people abide by 
them. I expect this year to be no different. So, 
to that end, thanks in advance for your coop-
eration.

* * *
As some of you may have heard about by 

now, the Chatham Health District (which 
encompasses Colchester, East Hampton, East 
Haddam, Hebron, Marlborough and Port-
land) was notified last week by the state De-

partment of Public Health that mosquitoes 
trapped in the Babcock Pond Wildlife Man-
agement Area of Colchester tested positive for 
the virus that causes Eastern Equine Encepha-
litis, more commonly known as EEE.

While it’s a rare disease – and no human 
cases have been reported this year – EEE can 
be serious and often fatal. Just four years ago, 
in 2019, two residents of the Chatham Health 
District were sickened by EEE – one of whom 
died. EEE is transmitted to animals and hu-
mans through mosquito bites.

It may be October, but it’s still mosquito 
season – and will be until we experience a 
hard frost. So, the Chatham Health District 
is passing along steps folks can take to reduce 
the risk of acquiring EEE and other mosqui-
to-borne diseases, like West Nile Virus. These 
include:

• Applying insect repellent when outdoors. 
When used as directed, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA)-registered insect repel-
lents are proven safe and effective, Chatham 
health said in a press release. Use an EPA-
registered insect repellent with one of the fol-
lowing active ingredients: DEET, Picaridin, 
IR3535, Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE), Para-
menthane-diol (PMD), 2-undecanone.

• Avoiding outdoor activities during peak 
mosquito biting times. The hours from dusk 
to dawn are when many mosquitoes are ac-
tive. Chatham Health advised people to con-
sider rescheduling outdoor activities that oc-
cur during evening or early morning in areas 
with high levels of mosquito activity.

• Covering up. Wearing long-sleeves, long 
pants and socks when outdoors will help keep 
mosquitoes away from your skin.

• Draining standing water around your 
home. Mosquitoes lay their eggs in standing 
water. Draining or discarding items that hold 
water, unclogging rain gutters and drains, 
emptying unused flowerpots and wading 
pools, and changing the water in birdbaths 
frequently is recommended.

• Installing or repairing screens. Keep 
mosquitoes outside by having tightly-fitting 
screens on all of your windows and doors.

There you have it. I’m never a fan of seeing 
warm weather come to an end, but I’m even 
less of a fan of mosquito-borne illnesses. So 
while I’m not exactly welcoming that first hard 
frost of the season, I guess that dark cloud will 
bring with it a silver lining.

* * *
See you next week. 
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Vote Row A
Hebron Voters:

Our town of Hebron deserves the very best and 
our Hebron Democratic candidates are exactly 
that. They are a group of talented individuals that 
are dedicated to doing the very best for our town. 
Each and every candidate is running because they 
truly care. They aren’t in it for themselves, they’re 
in it for the people that live in this town. 

They’ll identify issues and see where improve-
ments can be made and work with others towards 
resolution. They’ll be involved and they’ll be in-
formed. They’ll answer your questions honestly.

On Nov. 7, please vote Row A for our Hebron 
Democrats. You won’t be disappointed. 

Kim Goldberg – Hebron 

Impressive Candidates
To the Editor:

After attending the Hebron Democratic Town 
Committee fundraiser last Wednesday night, I 
wanted to share some things with my town that 
I think you all should know. First, I’m a politi-
cal outsider and would typically never attend an 
event like this but if this is what political events are 
like, count me in! The energy was amazing, full of 
positivity and excitement for the future. I expected 
them to be bashing the other side but that never 
happened! Instead, they all spoke of how much 
they all enjoy working together, how much they 
respect one another and how they look forward to 
representing the good people of Hebron. Everyone 
was so welcoming. 

The candidates are all so impressive between 
their volunteer roles in the community and their 
work and life experience that they bring to the 
table, I feel like Hebron would be in such capable, 
caring hands. Please vote for the Hebron Demo-
crats on Row A of the ballot on Nov. 7. These can-
didates are also well worth the absentee ballot ap-
plication process so please reach out to the town 
clerk if you’ll need one. 

Kindly,
Lisa Salerno – Amston

Support for Brian Thibeault
To the Editor:

Brian Thibeault is the perfect candidate for the 
Board of Finance. We have known him for the last 
nine years as a wonderful neighbor, family man, 
and coach invested in Hebron’s education and 
the town’s growth and development. His financial 
background, with over 20 years in the insurance 
industry working as an actuary, makes Brian a 
pivotal asset to our Board of Finance. He is adept 
at understanding and clearly explaining technical 
concepts to any audience. 

His analytical skills, attention to detail, and gen-
uine care and concern for others should solidify 
Hebron’s confidence in Brian’s placement on the 
Board of Finance.

Sara Coffey – Amston

What, No Quotes?
To the Editor:

 Just when I thought Annie didn’t have an origi-
nal thought in her head...I was right!

Caryn F. Shaefer – Portland

Vote for Democrats
To the Editor:

Having watched and attended many board and 
commission meetings over the past several years 
or so, one thing has become apparent – the boards 
in Hebron are struggling to effectively collaborate. 
For political insiders and people who pay atten-
tion to what goes on in town, it seems like there 
is always finger-pointing. But we as town citizens 
depend on these elected officials to make smart, 
well-informed decisions based on both public 
input and the budgetary constraints placed on a 
small town.

What we need is a group who has pledged to 
work together, respect one another and the citi-
zens of this town and be transparent along the 
way. In order for this to happen, Hebron needs to 
elect the slate of candidates who are only interested 
in getting the job done. No pet projects, no spe-
cial interests, political agendas or egos, just hard-
working Americans like you and me. The Hebron 
Democrats are those people. On Nov. 7, if every-
one who cares about civility, respect and getting 
the job done right votes for Democrats in Hebron, 
our town will be the best it can be! Vote only Row 
A on Nov. 7! If you can’t get to the polls, contact 
the town clerk for your absentee ballot application!

Erin Bussiere, Chair
Hebron Democrats

Flippant Reports
To the Editor:

When I write about things I witness, I write 
about facts, not perspectives. Anytime there hap-
pens to be a recording of an event, I watch that 
recording, and I verify that neither my memory 
nor my perspective is skewed. My recollection of 
events, including the actions of Democratic Town 
Committee members, elected officials, and nomi-

Vote Democrat for BoS
To the Editor:

Dave Koji is looking to join the Board of Select-
men. He is a former Colchester business owner, 
with 15 years of project management experience 
and more than six years as a college professor. 
Dave holds three master’s degrees (MBA, com-
munications and psychology), bringing a new 
perspective of multiple viewpoints to the Board. 
He currently serves as chair of Colchester’s ARPA 
committee and is on the Youth Service Marketing 
and Media Committee.

Two members of the Democratic team bring ex-
perience and leadership to stand up for everyone 
in Colchester. Rosemary Coyle and Denise Turner 
have not only provided stability in turmoil, but 
have maintained professional dignity in the face 
of an antagonistic first selectman. Rosemary is a 
Board of Selectmen incumbent who has served 
Colchester for many years, including on the Col-
chester Board of Education. Her experience as for-
mer president of the Connecticut Education Asso-
ciation, chair of the Elderly Tax Relief and Senior 

RIP Trump Organization
To the Editor:

A New York State judge canceled all of the busi-
ness certificates for the Trump crime organization 
and its 500+ subsidiary companies and partner-
ships. His properties will be liquidated, and the 
company dissolved. It is likely that most of the 
properties owe more than they are worth, resulting 
in bankruptcy. Trump and others over-evaluated 
the properties to get loans and insurance and un-
der-evaluated the properties for taxes. Trump said 
his Trump Tower apartment was 30,000 sq. ft. vs. 
the actual 10,000 sq. ft. (Business Insider, dcreport.
org)

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

lots, picking up voters’ ballots (not in her immedi-
ate family), trying to give ballots to voters with the 
wrong address and then filling them out herself, 
and trying to trick voters into voting for the wrong 
person. All of these accusations were reported to 
the SEEC (State Elections Enforcement Commis-
sion). Geter has a pending criminal case.

Both the federal government and Connecticut 
have put into place many rules and regulations to 
stop absentee ballot fraud from happening, but it’s 
not enough.

These rules and systems don’t stop a person be-
fore committing voter fraud, only after it gets re-
ported.

More protections need to be put in place. Bal-
lots should be picked up in person instead of being 
mailed to the household. Voting lists need to be 
better scrutinized.

Absentee ballots are made to help citizens get 
their vote out. If they are being deceived and taken 
advantage of, their voices are not being heard. Vot-
ers have the right for their elections to be legiti-
mate and democratic but with the current state of 
absentee voting neither can be guaranteed.

Xavier Gudelski – Colchester

nees at the Sept. 6th Board of Selectmen meeting 
are exactly what the recordings convey. Nor do I 
view historical or political events with a skewed 
perspective as one has erroneously opined, so I’m 
clearly not the one who needs a big dose of reality.

Another perspective I don’t share: “Mike [Sinke-
wicz] does a very thorough job with his stories, and 
is very fair.” Considering my very contrary opin-
ion, which is by no means singular, I understand 
the first selectman’s disinclination to participate in 
a debate for which Mr. Sinkewicz was the selected 
moderator. His report on the inappropriate actions 
and relationship that Stephen Coyle conducted 
and maintained as chair of the Water and Sewer 
Commission with a Colchester town employee 
who was terminated, and his attempt and that of 
his wife as a BOS member to reverse that termina-
tion, was completely trivializing. The unsuccess-
ful attempt of the Democratic nominee for first 
selectmen, Democratic Town Committee chair, 
and current and former elected officials, to have a 
selectman arrested, investigated, and charged with 
“obstruction of justice” by filing complaints with 
the Colchester Police, the State Police, and even 
the Attorney General was reported on equally flip-
pantly. Lodging a complaint with law enforcement 
based on zero factual evidence equates to a false 
report of a crime, which in Connecticut is a Class 
A misdemeanor resulting in jailtime. Apparently 
that malfeasance doesn’t deserve more inquiry by 
this publication.

The truth and nothing but,
DeAva Lambert – Colchester
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

C
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-2
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 10/31/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 10/31/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Patio Open For Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE10-6-2347 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL 
Package!
See all the games! 

Order your
wings to go!

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 10/6 “Robert J.”
Prime Rib Dinner

Friday, 10/13
“Arizona Maid”

$3 Bud &
 Bud Lt. Draft
$2 PBR All Day

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 4-6pm
$1 OFF 10 Wings
$2 OFF 20 Wings
$3 OFF 30 Wings

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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Brunch Is Back!
Saturday, Oct. 7th

with Live Music by
Matt Sperzal

Center Subcommittee, and liaison to the Senior 
Center Building Committee greatly enhance the 
value she already brings to the Selectman position. 

Denise Turner is a lifelong Colchester resident 
and longtime community volunteer. She served 
three terms on the Board of Assessment Appeals 
where she also served as chair before joining the 
Board of Selectmen in 2019. As a selectman, De-
nise has been a strong leader, helping to bring 

people together in difficult, contentious times. Her 
level-headedness and willingness to hear out those 
she disagrees with has made her an effective and 
critical addition to the board. Denise’s compassion 
and historical knowledge of our community are 
much-needed in our town government.

Electing these three fine candidates will go a 
long way toward bringing Colchester together af-
ter two years of demagoguery and drama in Col-
chester Town Hall.

John Barnowski – Colchester

Relief
To the Editor:

Relief was what I felt when I heard that Marcus 
Wilkinson was running for alternate on the Marl-
borough Board of Finance, much like I felt when 
he was chosen to be on the committee to select our 
new town manager. I felt relief because we need 
as many people like Marcus in our government as 
possible. 

Yes, Marcus brings years of experience in law 
and conflict resolution and practical business ex-
perience. But far more than that for me is his char-
acter. Marcus brings reason, sensibility, practical-
ity and civility. He is committed not only to the 
betterment of the town but to the betterment of 
the town processes – through inclusion, collabora-
tion, transparency and communication.

I encourage everyone to vote for Marcus, but a 
special shout out to those that don’t normally vote. 
Ironically, those who don’t vote because they think 
they don’t make a difference are exactly the people 
who can make a difference. Vote for a capable per-
son who wants to bring people together and make 
the town a better place. See you at the polls.

Catherine Schuster – Marlborough

A Candidate for Our Children
To the Editor:

I have the pleasure of knowing Karem Wanat 
for almost five years. She is a devoted mom, wife, 
small business owner and advocate. I have seen 
her dedication to our Town and the passion for the 
betterment of our community.

For over 10 years Karen helped the elementary 
PTO organize and run the annual Holiday Shop, 
Basket Raffle, Purse Bingo, Pasta Dinner, fundrais-
ing and more. The 2022 Center School production 
of The Little Mermaid was beautifully directed by 
Karen. She was instrumental in rallying the com-
munity for the 2023-24 Budget Vote. She met with 
the Town Manager and School Superintendent 
and relayed the information to the community.

As a small business owner, Karen acknowledges 
the importance of giving back. Whether it is sup-
porting new business, giving back by supporting 
Pantherfest and other local community events, 
organizing the Pride Walk. She is always willing 
to volunteer and you can count on her when you 
need her.

I am grateful and proud to have Karen as a 
friend and am proudly supporting her as she runs 
for Town Council this November. She is a candi-
date you can rely on.

Sincerely,
Jessica Moquin – East Hampton

Stronger Together
To the Editor:

I am sending a big thank you to friends, neigh-
bors, family, and colleagues who helped the Col-
chester Pavement Pounders achieve over 160% of 
the team goal. Thirty-seven communities across 
Connecticut joined the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s Night the Light Event and Colchester was 
No. 8 out of 37. In three weeks of fundraising, we 
did a fantastic job! Amazing things happen when 
we work together towards a common goal.

With gratitude,
Shawn Pelletier – Colchester

Preserving Smith’s Legacy
To the Editor:

Dear Paul Smith: 
Thank you for your leadership and dedication to 

the community. You guided our schools through 
unprecedented challenges and have been an open 
and respectful advocate for the town’s young peo-
ple. Enjoy your retirement!

Dear East Hampton: 
If we value public education and the commu-

nity-wide benefits that an excellent education 
system provides, November’s election cycle has 
just become more important than ever. With Mr. 
Smith’s retirement comes the pending search for a 
new superintendent of schools. When we go to the 
polls on Nov. 7, one of the choices we are making is 
about who we want to be leading that search. The 
Republican candidates for Town Council have al-
ready had their say on education: cut cut cut. Can-
didates Cunningham and McClennan were vocally 
opposed to adequate education funding and were 
malicious in their actions toward those who dis-
agreed. Goff and Walck, both seeking re-election 
on the council, also voted against the funding that 
would allow our schools to retain existing teach-
ers.

Four Board of Education seats are up for elec-
tion, and I look forward to voting for the Demo-
cratic candidates: Ken Barber, Edie DeSimone, 
Matt Engelhardt, and Paul Wisniewski. Edie is a 
career educator with a deep understanding of what 
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396
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“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253
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Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?
CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to 
myglasspane@gmail.com and
get info and a ballpark price.
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Lunch – happy hour
Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge • patio

112 Halls Hill Rd., Colchester
860-531-9160

www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Thurs. Fri. & Sat.

Prime Rib Dinner is Back!

Friday, 10/6
“Louis & Clark”

7:00pm in the lounge

LIVE 
MUSIC

Check Out 
Our New 

Lounge Menu 
Downstairs!

FOOTBALL
All Day Sunday

starting at 12pm in the lounge
drink specials and new bar menu
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Get Your
Sights Set On

Hunting Season

11-13 Pickering Street
Portland

(860) 342-0612

QUONSET 
SURPLUS

M-F 8-5,
Sat. 8-4,

Sun 8-12:30

• Kamik & Muck Boots

• Wigwam Socks

• Headnets

• Deer Cover Scents
& Attractants

• Carhartt Clothing

Hebron BOE
To the Editor:

I can’t wait to vote for the Democratic trio run-
ning for Hebron Board of Education: Elizabeth Al-
exander, Brittany Loudenback, and Eleisha LeMay. 
These three women were instrumental in support-
ing education and getting the town budget finally 
passed this spring. 

Their commitment and passion is exactly what 
we need for the Board of Education. While in re-
cent years Republican candidates have run and 
then lost interest once elected, the Democratic 
candidates are committed to the work and time 
required to serve. While Republican candidates 
have openly supported those who want American 
exceptionalism and anti-CRT curriculum (Repub-
lican code for they don’t want kids learning Black 
history) taught in our public schools, the Demo-
cratic candidates believe in schools that make all 
our students and families feel welcome, valued, 
and celebrated.

 Alexander, Loudenback, and LeMay support 
educators, support rich programming and services 
for students, and support creating a safe inclusive 
environment in our schools. Vote for them for 
BOE and vote all of Row A!

Meg Clifton – Amston

Up for the Challenge
Dear East Hampton Residents:

I was honored to be asked to accept an open po-
sition on the GOP slate for East Hampton Town 
Council this November.

I’ve been a lifelong resident of East Hampton, 
my family having lived here since the 1920s. I re-
tired from UPS, having 37 years’ experience on the 
business and transportation side and held many 
leadership roles. I bring solid critical thinking, 
problem solving and common-sense planning for 
the future of our town. 

For the past 12 years, l’ve sat on the board as 
secretary of a social club in Newington. My inter-
ests are forestry, gardening and the preservation of 
East Hampton. 

As a Town Council member, it would be my ob-
ligation to make sure East Hampton is affordable 
for all its residents and to bring a level of civility to 
our Town Council through my collaboration and 
negotiation skills. 

There’s much to be done in our town and with 
your vote, I’m hoping to accomplish this.

Thank you!
Rosemarie Hecht – East Hampton

Save Hebron….From What?
To the Editor:

In response to the letter to the editor from John 
Collins on Sept. 29 – I have to wonder if Mr. Col-
lins actually lives in Amston as his signature indi-
cates. I do and I can say without reservation that 
his characterization of Hebron today is incorrect. 
To quote him: “..Hebron can barely keep its local 
coffee shop afloat.” What Hebron is he referring to 
here? The Hebron, CT I know has more than one 
thriving coffee shop – local and franchise. Mr. Col-
lins needs to cruise down Main Street in Hebron to 
see what is happening just at The Flour Girl. The 
café is so busy that a new building is going up as 
we speak! 

Hebron is capable of so much more – small, 
carefully curated shoppes and businesses would 
thrive here – without changing our character as a 
rural community. We don’t have to strip Horton 
Boulevard bare to provide our town with more lo-
cal businesses to support and benefit from. 

And Mr. Collins, this really isn’t about politics. 
It is about a community that is showing, daily, 
what it wants and what it needs.

Kris Payant – Amston

Migliaccio for Finance 
Colchester Voters:

I am writing to urge you to come out and vote 
on Nov. 7 and to reelect Andrea Migliaccio to the 
Board of Finance.

As a member of the Board of Finance for the past 
two years, I have had the opportunity to work with 
Andrea and observe her hard work and unique 
ability to see potential problems and resolve them. 
She has a deep understanding of town finances and 
budgeting. She willingly puts in the time as aa vol-
unteer to make Colchester a better place for all of 
us and in my opinion, has earned our votes.

We, the residents of Colchester need Andrea’s 
continued service to the town. Please come out 
and vote on Nov. 7. Please support Andrea as well 
as our First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos and his 
team of Republicans.

Thank you,
Art Shilosky – Colchester

Note: Shilosky is a member of the Colchester 
Board of Finance and a candidate for the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen.

school administration is about. Matt is a research 
and communications professional with exten-
sive experience with all levels of education. Paul 
is a union member and a dedicated advocate for 
young people. Ken, a current member of the BOE, 
is a well-respected and established presence on the 
board, with the ability and institutional knowledge 
to bring our newest members up to speed for the 
search and interview process.

Electing these outstanding people to the Board 
will ensure the best opportunity to make a rea-
soned and sensible choice to carry on Mr. Smith’s 
legacy of excellence in East Hampton’s schools.

Jordan Werme – East Hampton
Candidate for Town Council

jordanforeasthampton@gmail.com

Charter Revision
Dear Colchester Residents:

During a second term, I will begin the process 
of charter revision to protect our form of govern-
ment from backroom deals and corruption.

The first initiative will be to establish term lim-
its for all elected and appointed officials including 
that of the first selectman. Polls show that nearly 
80% of Americans support term limits. Term lim-
its reduce corruption and open our local govern-
ment to new people with fresh ideas to solve our 
town’s challenges. Selectwoman Rosemary Coyle 
has been in power for over 12 years and has turned 
a blind eye to abuses of power. We need to be able 
to refresh leadership from the career politicians 
with ulterior motives.

The second initiative will be to make the town 
clerk and tax collector positions appointed, not 
elected. Elected officials can only be removed by a 
judge which explains the sense of entitlement that 
can lead to serious abuse. Gayle Furman, our cur-
rent town clerk, is under investigation by the At-
torney General, for the alleged misappropriation 
of funds and the alleged misuse of the town’s tax 
id. In the 90s, Wanda Stula, a tax collector for the 
town of Colchester, was asked to be removed by 
the Board of Selectmen for illegally waiving back 
taxes. A few years ago, Tricia Coblentz, another tax 
collector, entered a separation agreement with the 
town – which allegedly was over her attendance. 

The separation cost the town nearly $30K.
My final initiative will be to re-establish the 

Board of Finance’s power, which was accidentally 
removed through the last charter revision (we are 
currently under a memorandum of understanding 
that keeps the board’s prior responsibilities intact). 
Losing the checks and balances of the Board of Fi-
nance would have a devastating effect on account-
ability and fiscal responsibility.

Sincerely,
Andreas Bisbikos

Colchester First Selectman

Strengthening Portland’s Schools
To the Editor:

My name is Angela Hammond, and I am run-
ning for the Board of Education to serve our tight-
knit community that shaped who I am.

As a proud graduate of Portland High School, 
class of 1982, I walked the same school halls as 
my children and soon my grandchild. This town 
means everything to me. I want to ensure all Port-
land students get the nurturing education that set 
me up for success.

As a mother, grandmother and active commu-
nity member, I care deeply about our children get-
ting the best education. That goes beyond just test 
scores and academics. It’s about shaping empathet-
ic, creative, resilient and well-rounded individuals 
who will one day lead this community. If elected, I 
will put parents and students first, listen to you, ask 
questions, and research all solutions.

Previously, I implemented statewide programs 
and data systems at the CT Office of Early Child-
hood. Before that, I successfully managed technol-
ogy projects and organizational change at Aetna 
for 30 years. Even with limited resources, I can 
drive progress through smart decisions and bring-
ing people together.

I know our district faces challenges like aging 
infrastructure, tight budgets and evolving stan-
dards. But Portland has a tradition of coming to-
gether, being resourceful and embracing innova-
tion. I will leverage my experience and unrelenting 

passion to continue that spirit.
Our schools must reflect Portland’s core values 

of friendship, honesty and community from the 
youngest grades through graduation. I’ll work 
to keep extracurriculars, arts and sports acces-
sible and well-funded. These experiences nurture 
creativity, passions and relationships beyond the 
classroom.

With your partnership, we can overcome ob-
stacles and keep Portland schools strong. I humbly 
ask for your vote to safeguard our children’s future. 
The enriching education and experiences I gained 
allowed me to thrive in my career. Let’s work to-
gether for the brightest future.

Sincerely,
Angela (Rusakowicz) Hammond – Portland

See Letters, page 7
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE
Dr. Steven Rafalowsky

Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

It’s What’s Best
To the Editor: 

If you are appalled by elected Republicans say-
ing things such as “When is Straight Month?” and 
“those people” when referring to people who use 
cannabis for a variety of reasons, including our 
veterans, or people who cannot afford half mil-
lion-dollar homes, then it is important you get to 
know your Hebron Democratic candidates who 
are looking to earn your vote. 

The Hebron Dems are not politicians. They are 
your neighbors, your friends, local volunteers, 
successful business people, parents. They want to 
make sure all of the voices of Hebron are heard. 
These candidates want to listen to the public and 
invest in ways to keep Hebron safe, quiet and af-
fordable. They aren’t going to call people, who 
provide public comment, names. They won’t take 
offense to people who present ideas different than 
their own or who disagree with them. They won’t 
allow some people to talk as long as they want 
while cutting others off at the three-minute mark. 
They want to work hard, show up and give Hebron 
110%. 

Vote only Row A on Nov. 7! It’s what’s best for 
Hebron’s future. 

Amy D’Amaddio – Hebron

Vice President Harris
To the Editor:

A recent quote from Bill O’Reilly:
“Fresh off her tremendous success discover-

ing the ‘root causes’ and solutions to the border 
crisis, President Biden has appointed Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris to run the new White House 
office on gun violence prevention. … Criminals 
use firearms to control narcotics traffic and create 
general mayhem. Mentally disturbed people can 
easily buy guns in many places because each state 
has different firearm procedures. … More than 90 
percent of mass shootings in America are gener-
ated by street criminals, most often drug gangs. 
But the Biden administration (and this means you, 
Kamala) refuses to define “gun violence” in that 
context. That’s because the shooters are often Af-
rican-American inner-city miscreants. Of course, 
the victims of gunfire are disproportionately Black 
as well. 

“The media also generally ignores urban gun 
criminals for the same reason: skin color. In [cit-
ies] like New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
and St. Louis, criminals apprehended with illegal 
firearms are often not punished. No bail. No jail. 
Plea bargain down to a misdemeanor. As the for-
mer attorney general of California, Kamala Harris 
has to know this. … There is no simple solution 
to lunatics killing innocent people. It will always 
happen. School security can mitigate that a bit, but 

Asking for Your Vote
To the Editor:

I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve on 
the RHAM Board of Education for the past 13 
months. I believe my background in public and 
government affairs for a Fortune 100 corporation 
has helped me to work collaboratively with a po-
litically diverse group with varying viewpoints in 
what was inarguably a challenging year.

It is made worthwhile when I could hear from 
students and their advisor/teachers during Board 
meetings. Regularly, student groups reported out 
on their area of interest. We heard from the Math 
League, Spanish trip, the Community Emergency 
Response Team, and even the therapy dogs. I am 
energized by the hard work, dedication and cre-
ativity of our teachers that inspires the excitement 
I see in the students.

During my time on the board, I am proud to 
have helped the school district garner a donation 
of surplus furniture, which resulted in a cost avoid-
ance of approximately $40K to the school district. 
This donation improved several areas the students 
frequent in both the middle and high school. As 
we all know, education budgets are tight, and ev-
ery penny counts. I am committed to continuing 
this type of financial stewardship while advocating 
for the best interest of all students in the RHAM 
school district.

My husband and I have been Hebron residents 
for more than 23 years. We have raised daughters: 
one graduated from RHAM and was well prepared 
for college; one is currently a sophomore. We con-
tinue to be committed to this community, active 
in church, volunteering at the schools and partici-
pating in town activities. I hope I have earned the 
trust and confidence of the educators, parents, and 
students, and I am asking for the community’s vote 
in the upcoming election.

Heather Summerer – Hebron

Ready to Serve
To the Editor:

For the past several weeks I have been out and 
about in Portland with my fellow candidates, 
knocking on doors, and speaking with residents as 
I seek support of my candidacy for the Portland 
Board of Selectmen. I appreciate the positive re-
sponse we have received.

My background information has already ap-
peared in a flyer insert in the Rivereast, letters to 
the editor, and is available on the Portland Demo-
cratic Town Committee website at www.portland-
ctdtc.com. I would also like to provide Portland 
voters with information about issues that are im-
portant to me as a candidate. First and foremost, 
the addition of women to the Board of Selectmen 
makes a move towards representation that better 
reflects the town’s population. I believe in fiscal 
responsibility, continued economic development, 
retaining an excellent public school system with 

DeDonato for Board of Finance
To the Editor:

Jim Dedonato believes that we can’t continue 
to increase taxes in order to cover town finances. 
He and the entire Republican slate love Hebron. 
He wants the town to be fiscally responsible while 
supporting our town needs and the needs of citi-
zens. It is very important to him that there is trans-
parency in the budget process so everyone knows 
that tax revenues are being spent responsibly. Jim 
is prepared to be collaborative with the BOF while 
creatively finding solutions to support education, 
growing enrollment, and combat inflation and ris-
ing labor costs. 

I have known Jim and his family for many years 
and I am impressed with the morals he and his 
wife have raised their children by, his ability to 
amicably find solutions, his work ethic, and solu-
tion mindedness.

It is with great pleasure and confidence that I 
ask you to join me in supporting Jim DeDonato 
for the Hebron Board of Finance.

Kim Hills – Hebron

Why I Wish to Continue
To the Editor:

I am Gayle Furman and have been Colchester’s 
town clerk for the past nine years and wish to con-
tinue serving you.

I have lived in Colchester for 35 years. I have 
been married to my husband Tom for 33 years 
and raised two wonderful daughters in this town. 
I grew up in Canterbury, Conn., but now consider 
Colchester as my hometown.

My past service has been chair of the Educa-
tion Committee and Deacon for the Colchester 
Federated Church. I was a Girl Scout leader for 
nine years for two different troops. I was a para-
professional in our Colchester schools for eleven 
years working with individual children and in the 
Literacy Lab. In my tenure as a paraprofessional, I 
was the vice president for our local union.

I am currently the vice president of the New 
London County Town Clerk’s Association for 
a second term and was their treasurer for three 
terms. I am on the executive board of the Connect-
icut Town Clerk’s Association and am the chair for 
the town clerk of the Year Committee. I also served 
on their Education Committee for two terms.

In my earlier career I worked with Credit 
Unions and banks installing and supporting their 
individual software.

When the former Town Clerk Nancy Bray ap-
proached me to apply to fill her vacancy, I was cau-
tious but thrilled. I discussed the position at length 
with Nancy and my family and decided it would be 

Vote Kim Hills for BOE
Hebron Residents:

Please join us in supporting Kim Hills who is 
running for the Hebron Board of Education. We 
have been fortunate to know Kim and her fam-
ily for many years and genuinely couldn’t think 
of anyone more suitable to run for this position. 
She is what the town needs and children deserve. 
Being a lifelong resident who is deeply rooted in 
the community she seeks to sustain the excellent 
reputation of our schools.

As a teacher herself, Kim is committed to en-
suring all students receive the best education the 
district can provide. As a current educator, she 
knows how to work with fellow members, admin-
istrators, and parents to ensure the forward prog-
ress of our students while keeping their health and 
well-being at the forefront. She knows our school 
system well and wants the best for all our children. 
With three children currently in the Hebron public 
schools, she is knowledgeable about the rigorous 
and expansive curriculum, and she will work hard 
to maintain the excellent standards for which our 
school district is known.

On a personal level we know Kim to be a 
thoughtful, insightful, dedicated mother and have 
no doubt she will work tirelessly for our students 
and the school district, as well. She is a hard-work-
ing person always striving to do better for herself, 
her family, and the community at large. She has a 
quiet presence about her but has proved that she 
is unwilling to conform to anything she doesn’t 
truly believe is best for her family. She stands her 
ground which we all know can at times require 
strength and integrity, important traits for anyone 
on the Board.

Please join us in voting for Kim; let’s keep our 
schools and students successful.

Sincerely,
Kevin and Lindsay Gasper – Hebron

Helped Pass Budget 
To the Editor:

If it bothers you that an elected Republican in 
Hebron made a spectacle of children wanting to 
speak during public comment at a board meeting 
where the education budget was being discussed, 
to the point where a police officer was called to the 
meeting, then you should know this! Some of the 
people who were at that meeting, who are equally 
disappointed, are running for seats on Nov. 7! 

These people not only supported the children 
and families in attendance, they also helped push 
the budget vote to the finish line by rallying sup-
port in town to get out the vote. These people are 
your 2023 Hebron Democratic slate of candidates 
and lucky for all of you, their names are conve-
niently located on Row A of your ballot! It’s time 
to show them your appreciation for their hard 
work on getting the budget to pass so our children, 
teachers and administrators could start the year off 
with a budget in place. 

Vote for the Hebron Democrats on Nov. 7. And 
remember, vote only Row A! 

Mary Rose
Retired Teacher

Hebron

Support Rosemary Coyle
To the Editor:

As an incumbent [senior] elected official on the 
Board of Selectman, Rosemary will bring much-
needed years of historical knowledge and experi-
ence with her when she is re-elected

 Rosemary listens to the people and will accept 
phone calls from any resident or elected official 
to discuss their concerns and try to solve their 
problems. Rosemary does her research and evalu-
ates the information before making a decision. 
She always strives for bipartisan decisions. Being 
a teacher for 37 years, Rosemary is a strong pro-
ponent of public education. Rosemary has worked 
tirelessly over the years to build a new Senior Cen-
ter which has finally become a reality.

Most importantly Rosemary holds the belief 
that Colchester needs to move forward in a fiscally 
responsible manner, advocate for its citizens, and 
bring civility back to our town.

Please vote for Rosemary Coyle for the Board of 
Selectmen on Tuesday, Nov. 7.

Yvette Paradise-Dee – Colchester

… if the Biden administration really cared about 
“gun violence,” it would propose harsh manda-
tory prison sentences for anyone who possesses a 
firearm in the commission of a crime. Five years 
first offense, ten years second. That’s in addition to 
punishment for the criminal act. And, if you sell an 
illegal gun, ten-year minimum prison sentence in 
a federal penitentiary. Keeping dangerous crimi-
nals in prison will protect innocent citizens. So let’s 
get on board with that, Kamala!”

Frank Blume – Colchester

a focus on the current school facilities concerns, 
ongoing infrastructure improvements, expansion 
of clean energy options, and maintaining the great 
quality of life we have come to know in Portland.

I am ready to serve the Portland community 
as a member of the Board of Selectmen. I believe 
my background and prior experience as a nine-
year member of the Portland Board of Education 
make me uniquely qualified and demonstrates my 
commitment to public service. I plan to meet and 
speak with many more residents in the coming 
weeks leading up to election day on 11/7. Thank 
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Andrea Alfano – Portland

Candidate for Board of Selectmen

a good fit for me with my skills. I am very happy 
that I did.

My love for Colchester and my vast experience 
is what makes me want to continue serving the 
residents of Colchester. Please come out and vote 
for me and the democratic team on Nov. 7.

Gayle Furman, CCTC, CMC
Colchester Town Clerk

Thank You, Mr. Smith
To the Editor:

This week we learned of East Hampton’s Super-
intendent of Schools Paul Smith retirement at the 
end of the school year. I would like to thank Mr. 
Smith for his years of service to the schools of East 
Hampton. Mr. Smith has led our schools very ca-
pably all these years, running the schools extreme-
ly efficiently, turning in well above average reading 
test scores with just slightly above state average per 
pupil spending. Certainly more work is needed 
to raise our average math scores, but the changes 
made the last couple of years look promising in 
that department. I’m especially impressed with 
how he and the schools handled the first months 
of the covid shutdown. While other districts took 
a week or more to prepare for distance learning, 
East Hampton made the transition missing just 
one school day. All that being said, there are issues 
I disagreed with Mr. Smith on, but nobody is ever 
going to agree with others 100% of the time. 

All this is to say that the next board of education 
will be selecting the next superintendent to lead 
our schools for hopefully the next 10+ years. If I 
am elected to the board I promise to do my home-
work in evaluating the candidates. I promise to lis-
ten to the input of teachers and their union. Above 
all I vow to choose who will be best for the students 
of East Hampton. A superintendent who puts the 
students first, not just test scores and grades, but 
the mental health of students, and the empathy to 
give all students the chance they deserve to be the 
best they can be, in school, and in whatever career 
they choose for their future, whether it requires a 
college education, a trade, or whatever the student 
may choose. Vote Nov. 7 for the future of our town 
and children. Vote Row A for forward progress. 

Paul Wisniewski – East Hampton 
Democratic Candidate for Board of Education
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POUR THE CORE 2023
Friday, October 6th

4:30-7:30pm

Music by Borderline Genius
Hard Cider Tasting

Vendors • Natural Cider
Farm Tractors to sit on!

Gift Shop & Country Store

FREE!

OPEN: Wed-Fri 12-6 • Sat & Sun 9-6
1287 Main St., Glastonbury • 860-657-9197

Follow
us on 

Facebook

Come enjoy our FAMOUS Apple Fritters 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY  ONLY

PETTING ZOO 
Farm Tractors

Baby Chicks to hold!
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Celebrate Fall!
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K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

NoOverflow Gutter Diverters
are now available through Amazon. 

Link is on website: weneedgutters.com

Supporting Engelhardt
To the Editor:

It is my honor to write this letter of support for 
Matt Engelhardt, in his campaign for East Hamp-
ton Board of Education. Matt is a proud and dedi-
cated member of the East Hampton community. 
I’ve had the joy of watching him serve as both a 
recreational soccer coach and basketball coach for 
his two daughters, and I’ve witnessed the passion 
that he brings to his volunteer work in our schools.

It is Matt’s experience working across all levels of 
education, pre-K through post-secondary, and his 
steadfast commitment to the students and teachers 
of East Hampton that make him the perfect candi-
date for East Hampton Board of Education. Matt 
understands the critical role that education plays 
in preparing students to be well-rounded, car-
ing, and confident leaders in our community. He 
is also acutely aware of the supports that teachers 
require, in order to successfully meet the needs of 
each of their students. A long-standing education 
advocate, Matt will be able to hit the ground run-
ning, making an immediate and positive impact 
upon our schools and classrooms. Matt is also the 
consummate listener, with an innate ability to take 
everyone’s perspectives into account. In a polar-
ized political environment, he will be a breath of 
fresh air on the East Hampton Board of Education. 

Vote for Matt Engelhardt and the Democratic 
town slate this November, and our students, teach-
ers, families and community will be in great hands.

Ryan Colwell – East Hampton

Endorses Wanat
To the Editor:

It is a pleasure to write this letter endorsing 
Karen Wanat, in her campaign for East Hamp-
ton Town Council. Karen was born and raised in 
East Hampton, and has established deep roots in 
our community. Her commitment to the Town of 
East Hampton is second-to-none. I’ve been able to 
witness firsthand Karen’s work as PTO president, 
co-president and secretary over the years, and her 
staunch advocacy for the students and teachers of 
East Hampton Public Schools. Karen also serves 
as the Chatham District Girl Scouts Service Unit 
Leader, and co-leader of the largest Girl Scout 
troop in East Hampton. Most recently, I had the 
honor of supporting Karen in her role as drama 
director at Center School. 

If given the opportunity to serve, Karen will 
bring a mix of insight, compassion, and tenacity to 
the important issues facing our town. She will be a 
voice for positive progress, for our schools, our lo-
cal businesses, and our community as a whole. I’m 
proud to support Karen, and her colleagues on the 
Democratic ticket this November.

Shelby Colwell – East Hampton

Supports Alfano
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Andrea Alfano for 
the Board of Selectmen in Portland. Andrea is a 
neighbor in our HOA community with whom I 
recently worked on a committee looking into al-
lowing rooftop solar panels. This was a divisive 
issue in our neighborhood, similar to many that 
face town leaders. Andrea handled the controversy 
with courtesy and calm. She is a great listener, tak-
ing all points of view into account and doing her 
own due diligence in researching issues before for-
mulating an opinion. 

Her prior eight years of service on Portland’s 
Board of Education, as well as her many years 
working for the State of Connecticut, position her 
well to understand issues the town will face in the 
coming years. As a longtime Portland resident, she 
cares deeply about the town and its residents, and 
wants to work to keep us moving forward. 

Please join me in voting for this outstanding 
candidate for the Portland BOS.

Susan Sokoloski, M.D. – Portland

Thank You Marlborough
To the Editor:

I want to thank everyone for affording me the 
opportunity to serve you over the course of the last 
25 years as a member of the Board of Education, 
Board of Assessment Appeals and most recently, 
the last 12 years as a member of the Board of Fi-
nance.

It has been a privilege and an honor to be elect-
ed to these Boards and to serve our Town. A lot 
was accomplished during those years and a lot of 
challenges lie ahead.

Therefore, I would encourage you to join me in 
studying the list of candidates who will be seek-
ing your votes on Nov. 7. I would encourage you 
to cast your vote based on the qualifications of the 
individual candidates and not based on party affili-
ation. There will be a lot of tough decisions going 
forward and we need to make thoughtful decisions 
as to which candidates will best serve our interests 
and our community.

But in the meantime, thank you again for your 
past support and trust. Perhaps, someday, I may 
seek the opportunity to serve further, but for now 
I will sit back and cast my vote along with you on 
Election Day.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough

A Salute to Paul Smith
To the Editor:

East Hampton Superintendent Paul Smith is 
bringing his impactful and distinguished career to 
a close at the end of the school year. While his ten-
ure as the head of Belltown schools was sometimes 
rocky, he always led with dignity, professionalism, 
and expertise.

Smith’s retirement is well-deserved. To dedicate 
40 years to the education of children, well-being 
of teachers, and successfully advising the Board of 
Education is cause for celebration. We salute you, 
Paul, and your service to East Hampton.

Leadership is Not Bullying
To the Editor:

For the first time in 49 years of living in Colches-
ter, I am compelled to write a letter to the Rivereast 
editor. Recently, my concern about the upcoming 
Colchester election left me wide awake in the wee 
hours of the night, and for this reason, I’m adding 
my two cents to the growing pool of opinions.

Those of us who have witnessed the unre-
strained vitriol from our first selectman should be 
as appalled by it as I am. The Colchester communi-
ty deserves better than the bullying and character 
assassinations directed at the elected officials and 
professional staff that serve our community. This 
is not leadership.

Leaders don’t take credit for the work done by 
others. Most of the projects currently touted by 
our current first selectman were initiated by de-
partment heads during the Bylone administration 
in 2021, recommended by the ARPA Committee, 
and over time approved unanimously by the Board 
of Selectmen.

Those projects were not initiated by our current 

Climate-Change Fools
To the Editor:

The advent of carbon-based fuels in the late 19th 
Century ushered in an era of unprecedented pros-
perity and increased life spans for humanity. Scott 
Sauyet claims he cares about his new grandson and 
wants to bequeath a garden to him yet strives to 
eliminate the CO2 enabling that garden to grow! 
He also unwittingly promotes a return to a subsid-
ence lifestyle akin to that of the 18th Century. But 
ironically, this luminary says it’s me who’s the dan-
gerous one!

Sauyet and progressives like him (Stevens and 
Smith) aren’t likely to have sound or effectively 
functioning minds. Their rants against Republi-
cans are absurdly bizarre with none of them con-
taining the slightest semblance of reality. They 
should all keep their arms spread far apart when 
in public so the white-suited men have difficulty 
throwing their butterfly nets over them. 

These mental wizards want to eliminate our 
use of carbon-based fuels and are too dim-witted 
to realize how ubiquitous their presence is in just 
about everything we use on a daily basis. They 
want us to depend on solar energy at the same time 
their “scientific” experts are looking to find ways 
of blocking incoming solar radiation. They virtue-
signal their compassion and concern for our chil-
dren while their Club of Rome wants to eliminate 
six billion of the world’s population.

I love my own two young grandsons and am so 
grateful my daughter sends them to an excellent 
private Catholic school where they can evade the 
contamination and indoctrination of fear-mon-
gering climate-change fools like Sauyet et al. All 
of these self-assumed morally superior dunces are 
menaces to civil society and scourges upon hu-
manity. If they ever get their way, we’ll all perish 
and disappear from here, but the planet will do just 
fine despite our absence.

Sam Prentice – Andover

I Humbly Apologize
To the Editor:

I apologize for my colleague’s letter last week. 
The DTC chair chose to tear others down to pro-
mote her agenda. This is not how we should act 
in Hebron. Do I support Republican values like 
personal freedom, small government, business op-
portunity, quality education, equal treatment for 
all, rule of law, and fiscal responsibility? You better 
believe that I do. Did I vacate my elected position 
when I was promoted to CFO of Teachers’ Retire-
ment? Yes, because it’s a conflict of interest. Did I 
begin to volunteer again when I changed careers 
and there was no longer a conflict? Yes, because 
I love my community and I am devoted to giving 
back.

And that’s what I want to talk about, love. Like 
many families in town, mine is divided. I’m Re-
publican and my wife is Democrat. People ask me 
how that works. It works for us just like it works for 
you. I love my wife. We compromise and make the 
best decisions for our family. In every position I’ve 
held, including as a BOE member now, I make de-
cisions based on love. I make choices based on the 
best course of action for our children, all of them. 
The ones who play baseball, the soccer players, 
those who read for fun, the math-letes, the singers, 
and the musicians.

Elections shouldn’t be about hate. This is He-
bron. I love it, and all who feel the same. On Nov. 
7, vote for people who love this town, vote Re-
publican, and vote for me. I promise to never let 
affiliation determine my feelings. If you want the 
best for Hebron, then we’re on the same side. If you 
love this community with all your heart, then work 
with me to keep it beautiful, affordable, and ac-
cepting for our children and all future generations.

Keith Petit – Amston
RTC Chair, Candidate for Board of Selectmen
Note: Petit is a member of the Board of Education 

but said he is speaking as an individual.

first selectman.
Sheryl Sandberg, former CEO of Facebook, stat-

ed, “Leadership is not bullying, and leadership is 
not aggression. Leadership is the expectation that 
you can use your voice for good, that you can make 
the world a better place.”

Fellow citizens, on Nov. 7, please send a re-
sounding message that we want leadership that 
will make Colchester a town to be proud of again. 
Let’s have a leader that will respect differing opin-
ions, move forward with bi-partisan cooperation, 
and make Colchester a better place for all. Let 
Colchester make the news for the progress we are 
making, not the bitter conflict that defines our cur-
rent leadership.

This is not the time to be complacent. Get out 
and vote on Nov. 7.

Sincerely,
Gigi Liverant – Colchester

Statistically, small town superintendents don’t 
stick around for the eight years that Smith will 
have served. Superintendents have an exhausting 
and often thankless job. Good leaders in small 
towns are often snatched up by larger districts. 
Most superintendents spend five years or less in 
the position, and to have a quality schools chief 
stick it out for the better part of a decade is rare.

The next Board of Education has a major en-
deavor ahead of it. Beyond the usual budget re-
sponsibilities, the board needs to conduct a thor-
ough search for its next superintendent, the most 
critical hire they can possibly make.

The state of Connecticut does not make it easy. 
There are 169 towns in the state, and most of them 
have their own superintendent. Competition for 
good leaders is intense, and for a small district like 
East Hampton, the stakes are high.

The search should engage as much of the com-
munity as possible. I hope to be a part of that effort 
with my fellow Democratic candidates, whether I 
am elected to school board or not.

Paul, you have our gratitude for setting a high 
standard. Let’s do right by you and find a successor 
who embodies our values and spirit.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton

Candidate for Board of Education



Page 10 NEWS BULLETIN • October 6, 2023

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Municipal Board Positions Open This Election
By London Brazal

Election Day is a month away, with multiple 
seats up for election on the Board of Finance, 
Board of Education, and Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. 

The Board of Finance race sees four people 
running for three open four-year terms. The 
lone Republican candidate is Jim Radavich, and 
he said he’s running to gain insight into how 
tax money is allocated. He also said he wants to 
look at future possibilities of combining, chang-
ing, or eliminating expenditures to keep taxes as 
low as possible. 

A self-identified fiscal and social conserva-
tive, Radavich said he recommends funding 
only what is needed so the town can operate 
with basic services and encourages the priva-
tization of services where possible. Radavich 
served on the Board of Education and has ex-
perience in union contract negotiations, which 
he said provides him with valuable insights into 
salary, benefit negotiations, health care cost 
management, and cost-reduction strategies.

The Democratic candidates for the Board of 
Finance include Kurt Comisky, Anthony Spag-
noletti and incumbent Ted Turner. They said 
their goal is to be proactive when planning for 
annual budgets rather than being reactive – an-
ticipating immediate and future expenses to 
make sure that the taxpayers don’t have to wor-
ry about large increases in their tax bills.  

* * *
The Board of Education has four seats avail-

able with four-year terms. The Democratic can-
didates include incumbent Ken Barber, along 
with Edie DeSimone, Matt Engelhardt, and Paul 
Wisnewski. The Republican candidate is incum-
bent Augie Arndt. 

Barber has served on the school board for 
more than 10 years. His wife and two daughters 
all went through the town’s public school sys-
tem. “I am very proud of this school system and 
what we have been able to accomplish,” he said.

Barber said he believes a constant concern is 
keeping the balance between being able to af-
ford a decent school system in a small town. 

For the future, he wants to look at methods to 
improve academic rigor and ensure every child 
can succeed after graduation. 

DeSimone has been in education for 22 
years, spending almost 50 to 60 hours a week 
at schools. She has spent 11 years as a coordina-
tor of special education in New Britain, which 
she said has given her different points of refer-
ence and understanding of the complex educa-
tional process. As a member, DeSimone would 
focus on maximizing all students’ abilities and 
achievements. While looking at scores, DeSim-
one made a point of celebrating the good, but 
also taking time to look at where students are 
lagging – particularly math and English-lan-
guage arts.

Looking at the bigger picture, DeSimone said 
she wants to find new ways to partner with the 
community to help increase opportunities. “A 
successful school system attracts families to 
come live in East Hampton.”

Engelhardt said he has been interested in 
running for the Board of Education for a while. 
While attending meetings and establishing 
positive relationships with current members, 
Englehardt said he felt now was the right time to 
run. A former newspaper reporter, Engelhardt 
said he’d bring a perspective in learning how 
to build sources and relationships, when to be 
tough, when to have a sense of humor, and how 
to relate with the community. He’s also worked 
as an educational communications specialist 
with institutions such as Goodwin University 
and is now UConn’s Research Communications 
Administrator.

 “I believe I offer the progressive mindset and 
cooperative personality to serve East Hampton 
well,” Engelhardt said.

Engelhardt added that, as a board member, 
he would focus on retention and preparing a 
responsible budget that preserves programming 
and teachers. He also said he wants to make 
sure students are ready for their endeavors after 
graduation. 

Wisniewski’s reason for running for the 

Board of Education was simple: his kids. He said 
he believes all students should get a quality edu-
cation efficiently, while maintaining reasonable 
classroom sizes and health services – including 
mental health – for students. In the future, he 
wants families to want to move to town for its 
education, affordability, and overall value. 

With experience in construction and HVAC, 
Wisniewski brings a unique point of view. Fol-
lowing the discovery that COVID-19 spreads 
more easily without proper ventilation, the state 
legislature formed an HVAC subcommittee for 
the schools.

“I’d be very curious to see what the results 
would be in town, particularly in Center School 
and the middle school,” commented Wisniews-
ki. 

Arndt said he has enjoyed serving on the 
board, saying the work can be hard, but reward-
ing. He has focused on achieving common goals 
and supporting the district. 

“I don’t tow the party line,” said Arndt. “I 
don’t believe the Board of Education should be 
politicized, and right now we do not operate as 
a board with a political agenda.” 

In the future, Arndt said he would continue 
his focus on creating smart and innovative solu-
tions to create more non-traditional post-grad-
uation options. On the budget side, Arndt said 
he would like to work with the Town Council 
and finance board to make the entire process 
“less volatile.” He said it’s easier said than done, 
but knows more can be done for the community 
if they put political parties aside and focus on 
the common goals.

* * *
The Zoning Board of Appeals has one seat 

open for a term starting in 2023 and one open 
for a term starting in 2024, terms are five years 

long. 
For this November, the candidates are Repub-

lican Maria Peplau and incumbent chair Demo-
crat Brian Spack. Candidates for the 2024 term 
are Republican Michael Olzacki and Democrat 
Evan Giza. 

Olzacki was chairman of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for two years and said he 
wanted to get back involved as he did not see 
any new petitioners. Someone suggested he run 
again and, with a positive experience on the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, he figured 
it was a good time to try again. In the future, 
Olzacki said he wants to see thoughtful zoning 
for the town as well as the taxpayer. 

Giza said he was inspired to run to get in-
volved with the community he grew up in. He 
said he has experience as a Boy Scout of Troop 
57 and has worked with the Connecticut State 
Legislature, closely working with the environ-
ment committee. In that role, he assisted with 
some significant pieces of land-preservation 
legislation. As a younger candidate, Giza said 
he provides a youthful perspective and is eager 
to have the chance to bring his state legislative 
experience to the town. 

In office, Giza said he would advocate heavily 
for clean zoning policies that are environmen-
tally friendly to preserve the town’s natural re-
sources. He said he also sees a need to continue 
the work on the redevelopment of districts in 
town. 

 “I would hope to see this done in a way that 
doesn’t come at the cost of preserving our town’s 
natural resources,” Giza said. “The deforestation 
of many of the wooded areas in the past months 
has caused countless animal habitats to be ter-
minally disrupted.”

KoC Spaghetti Supper
The Knights of Columbus St. John Paul II 

Council 6190 at St. Patrick Church will spon-
sor its semi-annual spaghetti and meatball din-
ner Friday, Oct. 20, from 4:30-7:30 p.m., at the 
church parish center located at 47 West High St.

Takeout and dine-in meals will be offered.
Meal prices are $13 for adults and $12 for 

seniors. Children 5 and under eat for free. The 
meal will include a salad, bread, dessert, coffee 

and a punch drink. Canned soda and bottled 
water will be available for $1. Proceeds will sup-
port local charitable programs. Raffle prizes will 
be offered as well.

The Knights of Columbus will also collect 
non-perishable food items for the East Hamp-
ton Food Bank.

Contact Jim Radavich at 860-319-9288 or jra-
davich@yahoo.com for additional information.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thurs-
days, 1-3 p.m. (note the new time); Bible Study: 
Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in 
person and via Zoom; Cross-Stitch & Embroi-
dery with Shannon: Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. -- 
Bring projects to share and work on together; 
Tai Chi: Thursdays, 10:30-11 a.m.; Tap Dance: 
Thursdays, 11:15 a.m. Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-
11 a.m. – let the center know in advance if you 
plan to attend; Mahjong: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon 
– call also to put your name on a list if interested 
in learning how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 
1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 
a.m.; next date Oct. 18.

Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m.; 
next date Oct. 11. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person 
or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): First and third Monday, Oct. 16, 10 
a.m. This is a low-key opportunity to meet oth-
ers and share resources.  

Mindful Meditation with Victoria: Monday, 
Oct. 23, 1-2 p.m. Techniques engage in healing, 
self-compassion and gratitude in a group set-
ting. 

Interact Club: Friday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m.-noon. 
Members of the East Hampton High School In-
teract Club will visit, play games and assist with 
a craft. 

Design & Create with Cindy: Friday, Oct. 
6, 10 a.m.-noon. Create your own wall hanging 
with textiles and natural materials. The program 
is free.

Drug and Substance Abuse and Addiction 
Discussion: Thursday, Oct. 12, 11 a.m. Lauren 
Incognito, East Hampton Social Services direc-
tor, will discuss how this issue may impact you. 

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, Oct. 13, 10 
a.m. Airline Cycles will lead a bike ride for se-
niors at the Airline Trail State Park. Meet at the 
Smith Street trail head and bring your bike, hel-
met and water. 

October Movie – Beetlejuice: Friday, Oct. 13, 
1 p.m. This 1988 dark comedy stars Michael Ke-
aton, Geena Davis, Alec Baldwin and Winona 
Ryder. The movie is free; refreshments will be 
served. 

Lunch and Learn with River Valley Trans-
portation: Monday, Oct. 16, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Learn about the changes in the River Valley 
Transit System and how you can access their 
services. Lunch provided. 

Blood Pressure Clinic: Monday, Oct. 16, 
12:30-1:30 p.m., at the senior center. This clinic 
is drop-in.

ConnectiCare Informational Talk: Tues-
day, Oct. 17, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Learn about 
products and services offered by ConnectiCare. 

Family Tree: Friday, Oct. 20, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
East Hampton resident Ken Doney will discuss 
how to learn more about your family tree and 
document it. You are welcome and encouraged 
to bring your own electronic devices to start 
your journey. Register at the Senior Center

Trips: An Afternoon at Lyman Orchards – 
Middlefield:  Wednesday, Oct. 24, 11:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. Lunch will be on your own at the Athenian 
Diner in Middletown on the way. Cost is $4 for 
transportation. Register in advance at the senior 
center.

Christmastime Holiday Show: Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at Reagle Music Theatre in Waltham, 
Mass. There will be a pre-show lunch at the Cha-
teau Restaurant in Waltham. (Entrée choice due 
in advance.) Cost is $159/person. Departure is 
at 11 a.m. from Stop & Shop, 11 East High St., 
East Hampton. For information call the senior 
center.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot. 

Judge Announced for Art Show
The East Hampton Art Association has se-

lected Lesley Braren of East Hampton as the 
judge for its 43rd annual Fine Art Show. The 
show will be held on Saturday, Oct. 14, on the 
grounds of the Congregational Church at 59 
Main St. This is an art show only; no crafts will 
be accepted.

Braren is a plein air painter whose work 
ranges from realism to the abstract.

There will be approximately 20 artists com-

peting for monetary prizes and ribbons at the 
show. There will be two purchase awards. One 
purchase award for $300 - $500 will be pre-
sented by the East Hampton Arts & Culture 
Commission. This piece will be presented to a 
town facility. Another purchase award of $100 
will be funded by Serra & Associates.

Artists interested in showing their work 
may contact Elizabeth Sennett @ 860 267 9061 
for information.

Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame will 

induct the following at its annual Hall of Fame 
Banquet on Friday, Oct. 27, at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron:

Kelsey Booth: Booth graduated as East 
Hampton High School’s fifth all-time scorer, 
leading with 1,249 points. She was a two-time 
All-State selection, and received numerous all-
conference awards. Kelsey went on to play bas-
ketball at both Siena College and the College 
of Charlston 2008 Girls Cross Country team. 
Booth finished in first place in Class SS, placing 
five runners in top 16. The team was coached 
by Bill Wilkie and had as runners in the Cham-
pionship scoring Cora Gingras, Nicole Cham-
bers, Elizabeth Plummer, Andrea Galanto, 
Dana Boscarino, Allison Coll, Meg Nicolletta. 
Other team members included Jackie Williams, 
Alyssa DeJesus, Olivia Picking, Megan Serra, 
Christiana O’Brien, Kailey Adametz, Emily Ga-
gliano, Sarah Pethybridge, Courtney Muscat, 
Natalie Ihnat, Sarah Ihnat, Rosalie Lyons, Olivia 

Halvorson.
Charles “Sonny” O’Neil: O’Neil will be in-

ducted posthumously. He graduated in 1947 
and his athletic accomplishments were legend-
ary and still spoken about to this day. He was 
also elected as his class president in all four of 
his high school years.

Michael Mercaldi: Mercaldi has been in-
volved with athletics in East Hampton for 23 
years. He has been middle school athletic di-
rector since 2000, along with a myriad of other 
coaching duties, including high school baseball 
coach from 2000-2006 – where he compiled 
85 wins (third all time). He is recognized for a 
strong passion for youth sports and a commit-
ment to promoting physical activity, teamwork, 
and character development among East Hamp-
ton school system students.

Tickets and information for the event are 
available by contacting Mike Vasquenza (860-
308-6621, mjvasquenza@gmail.com) or Tom 
Seidl (860-543-4782, seidlt@sbcglobal.net).

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev. 
Diana Rogers, supply priest.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: The Rev. Joanne Neel-Rich-
ard and Emily Vick will lead the group, which 
meets at 9:55. New students are always wel-
come. Contact neelrichard16@gmail.com for 
information/dates.

Save the Date: The Autumn Leaves Fair will 
take place Saturday, Nov. 4, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0278 or 
contact Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-
633-0472.
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“If your ship doesn’t 
come in, swim out 
to it!”

– Jonathan Winters
(June 1990)

YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

R
E1

0-
6-

23

1. CHECK YOUR TIRES
Tread depth & signs of wear and tear such as bulges and bald spots
2. INSPECT YOUR BATTERY AND HAVE IT TESTED
We’ll look for any corrosion and ensure that your battery is in good shape heading 
into the colder months
3. CHECK YOUR WIPER BLADES, DEFROST AND HEATERS
Make sure heating and vents are working as designed, inspect wiper blades for tears 
or streaking – we’ll also top off all needed fluids 
4. HAVE YOUR BRAKES INSPECTED
It’s important that your brake system is prepared to take on winter weather – this 
includes brake pads, rotors & brake lines which are all very important for safety 
5. CHECK ALL YOUR LIGHTS
It gets darker much earlier, so headlights, high and low beams, tail lights and turn 
signals are especially important – we can also inspect headlights for cloudy lenses

5 Tips For Fall Car Care:

October 
is Fall 

Car Care 
Month

Stop at Belltown Motors and have our friendly staff 
take car of all your fall car care needs!

Schools Superintendent Announces Retirement

Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith 
has announced he will retire at the end of 
the current school year. 

By London Brazal
After 40 years in education, Superintendent 

of Schools Paul Smith is ready to call it a day.
Smith, who has helmed Belltown public 

schools for the past eight years, recently an-
nounced his retirement, effective at the end of 
the current school year next June.

 During Smith’s career, he has been a featured 
presenter at the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC) Annual Con-
ference and the Showcase of Model Programs. 
Some of his accomplishments include the 
NEASC 2020 Service Award and the NEASC 
Jacob Ludes III Leadership Award.

Smith graduated magna cum laude from Bos-
ton University College of Fine Arts and earned 
a master’s degree in Music Education from the 
University of Rochester’s Eastman School of 
Music. Over his 15-year career as an instru-
mental music teacher in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, he conducted various bands and 
served as an adjudicator and guest conductor. 
His groups toured Europe three times, perform-
ing in venues across Austria, France, Switzer-
land, Italy and England.

As superintendent, Smith frequently led high 
school accreditation visits in New England and 
held positions on the Connecticut Association 
of Public Schools Superintendents Board of Di-
rectors and as Chair of the Middlesex/Shoreline 
Superintendents’ Association. Smith’s accolades 
include the Governor’s Award for volunteering 
with the Connecticut American Red Cross, the 
CT Middlesex United Way Leadership Award, 
and the Danielson Lions Club Youth Service 
Award.

Smith is currently a guest clinician for the 
Connecticut Arts Administrators Association, 
the University of Hartford’s Hartt School of 
Music, and Boston University. He’s also engaged 
in international education exchanges in China, 
presenting on education trends in Beijing, Jilin, 
and Tibet. He particularly cherishes leading stu-
dents and parents on tours of China, having in-
troduced over 250 people to the country during 
five different tours.

As a pastime, Smith said he finds joy in run-
ning, completing more than 50 half marathons 
and 10 full marathons. Notably, he joined the 
Dana Farber Boston Marathon Challenge Team 
for the Boston Marathon in both 2016 and 2018, 
contributing to cancer research by personally 
raising over $35,000 in funds.

By the time he started in East Hampton in 
January 2016, Smith had already served as assis-
tant principal of Killingly High School, princi-
pal of Bolton High School, and superintendent 
of schools in Bolton and Griswold.

“As the superintendent of schools, I have 
had the good fortune to lead schools filled with 
people who not only teach students but mentor 
and cherish children. I appreciated the trust of 
parents and learned quickly what a remarkable 
school district I had the opportunity to lead,” 
wrote Smith in a letter to the community. 

In his time in East Hampton, Smith said he’s 
been grateful to serve what he described as an 
impressive learning community. “I consider 
myself fortunate to be part of a school district 
comprised of Board of Education members, ad-
ministrators, teachers, staff, parents, volunteers, 
and community members who work diligently 

to provide the best for the students.”
Smith said he is proud to have seen the ex-

ceptional dedication of East Hampton Public 
Schools in delivering academic assistance while 
prioritizing the mental well-being of both stu-
dents and adults. Furthermore, he said he has 
full faith that the school system’s “East Hampton 
2030 and the Profile of the Graduate” vision – 
which was acknowledged as an exemplary mod-
el by NEASC – will continue to provide valuable 
guidance in the years ahead. 

With that, Smith said he is confident that the 
town and school district will continue to work 
cooperatively to maintain a standard of high-
quality education with dedicated and highly 
skilled teachers. 

“This community has dedicated themselves to 
the important cause of public education – and I 
have been honored to be at the helm of that ef-
fort,” said Smith. “Throughout my 40 years in 
this noble profession, my personal philosophy 
has guided me to work to achieve a culture of 
compassion as the cornerstone of an ambitious 
vision of excellence for all children.”

Having reached 40 years in education as a 
teacher, administrator, and superintendent, 
Smith is committed to service work in retire-
ment and looks forward to the next chapter 
of his life. In retirement, Smith looks to spend 
more time in Boston where his wife, Jacque-
line Smith, is a specialist in music education 

for students with special needs and a lecturer at 
Boston University College of Fine Arts. He said 
he’s also looking forward to having more time 
with his two children, Paul and Hannah, and his 
“spunky” 4-year-old granddaughter Teagan. 

Scholarship Applications Accepted
Applications for the annual East Hampton 

Ambulance Scholarship are currently being 
accepted – and are due Saturday. 

This scholarship was started nine years ago 
in memory of Jim Morris who was involved 
in the ambulance association for many years, 
was an educator and a firm believer in volun-
teerism.

The scholarship is available to East Hamp-
ton and Haddam Neck undergraduate resi-
dents who have completed one year of studies 

in an allied health program or to a member of 
the East Hampton Ambulance who is further-
ing their education.

Applications are available at ehems.org un-
der the “contact us” section. Applications are 
due by Sept. 30 and can be mailed to Liz Whit-
ty, Scholarship Chairperson, East Hampton 
Ambulance Association, P.O. Box 144, East 
Hampton, CT 06424, or emailed to lwhitty@
ehems.org.

Benny Fund 5K Returns Oct. 7
All runners, walkers, kids and volunteers of 

all ages are welcome to the 10th annual Benny 
Fund 5K run, 5K walk and kids’ fun run, taking 
place at Sears Park, 68 N. Main St., on Saturday, 
Oct. 7, starting at 9 a.m. 

Registration is from 7:30-8:30 a.m. at Sears 
Park. Participants can also preregister at www.
bennyfund.org. Shuttles will leave for the start 
line at 8:30 a.m. The race will finish at Sears 
Park. The kids’ run will start after the 5K ends, 
at approximately 10:15 a.m. 

The event is to help raise money for men-
tal health and suicide prevention education in 
schools and to, organizers said, “end the silence 
and stigma that has so long accompanied men-
tal health disorders.” The run/walk is directed 
by First Mile Fitness and is officially timed. 

The Benny Fund is an East Hampton-based 
nonprofit dedicated to improving mental health 
and preventing suicide through advocacy and 
education. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

‘Come to the Table’ Ice Cream Social: Sat-
urday, Sept. 30, from 4-6 p.m. Bring your own 
food, gather for some social time and ice cream 
dessert will be provided.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 
K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during our worship 

service. The theme is “Friends with God” and is 
taught though Bible stories where the characters 
are friends with God and tell about God’s love 
for us. A toddler nursery is also available. All 
are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are always 
welcome. Rehearsals will resume in the fall.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Book of 
Revelation. Bible Study will resume in the fall. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. The 
church website is at www.hncovenantchurch.
org.
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

Small Team at EMP Apparel Continues to Expand

Vibrant colors and personalized logos come to life at EMP Apparel with a hard-
working team of individuals. Owner Jacob Spurlock (center) is with co-workers Ryan 
Kalentkowski and Joanna Kress to provide organizations and small businesses branded 
items, an easy and efficient advertisement.

By London Brazal
A business starting in a basement has grown 

to a full-time production of screenprinting and 
embroidery for multiple organizations to enjoy. 

Jacob Spurlock created EMP Apparel in 2015 
which was originally internet-based. As a for-
mer restaurant manager, the idea came from 
employees needing custom-made uniforms. 
Spurlock described it as “a middle-of-the-night 
idea.” He knew that managers were looking for 
branded apparel at a fair price. The name “EMP” 
stems from the word “employee” and serves as a 
catchy, short name. 

In the first few years of business, it grew sub-
stantially, and unlike some businesses, the com-
pany began to thrive during COVID-19. With 
only one other full-timer, Spurlock outgrew the 
original space and looked for a new one. Earlier 
this year, EMP Apparel moved into B7 on 201 
West High St. When the business continued to 
grow, they built into the adjacent unit in April. 

“My basement was about the size of the front 
reception area. It was 500 square feet original-
ly, and now we operate in 2,500 square feet,” 
said Spurlock. He merged with WVA Original 
Graphics out of Moodus and the owner, Brian 
Whitehill, started a part-time advisory role. 

EMP Apparel’s clientele is mainly small busi-
nesses, events, and organizations. The front is 
designed similarly to a doctor’s office with a re-
ception desk and a few chairs rather than a shop 
with blank clothes. This way, they can focus on 
project-based contract work. One of the biggest 
clients they have is Middlesex Hospital. EMP 
Apparel prints and embroiders the gift shop 
clothing that most of its employees purchase. 

As a smaller business, Spurlock offers fun-
draising opportunities for organizations. In 
the past, he worked with Colchester Elemen-
tary and their PTO raised $1,700. Spurlock ex-
plained how a previous company only generated 
$100 but it was not about how much they sold, 
it was the fundraising prices. “We fully adver-
tise it so people see where the money is going,” 

Spurlock noted. 
Though there are only a handful of employ-

ees, each one brings a different background to 
the team. A new hire has a background in sales 
and marketing to help the business grow.  Jo-
anna Kress is a production manager with EMP 
Apparel and has experience in background and 
art. She enjoys the hands-on projects and is hap-
py with how her business degree and love for art 
came together. At the shop, she learned screen-
printing, a fascinating process in which ink is 
forced through a mesh screen onto a surface. 

“It’s always striking and it’s fun!” Kress added. 
Ryan Kalentkowski is described by his co-

workers as the “Screenprinting Master.” Kalent-
kowski went to art school and was exposed to 
the different forms of art. After a few years of 
knowing about screenprinting, he took the op-
portunity to learn more about it. Though the 
process can be tedious, Kalentkowski said, “It 
doesn’t get boring; we do a lot of really cool 
stuff.”

Spurlock emphasized the importance of his 
coworkers coming from different backgrounds. 
“Everyone has crafty skills but has something 
else to offer. They are also interested and mo-
tivated to work,” Spurlock said. As a team, they 
make sure to value time with their family. Many 
decisions are collaborative and made as a group.

EMP Apparel has an internet ordering com-
ponent but organizers are welcome to come into 
the shop. In the production area, there are three 
embroidery machines that can work on differ-
ent projects. There are also two heat press sta-
tions and two screenprinting areas. With the 
second unit, passersby can look in to see the 
screenprinting stations. The stations are not au-
tomated; Kalentkowski said this allows him and 
the other workers the chance to have a lot of fun 
with layering and designs. 

With the internet being the main competition 
with EMP’s brick-and-mortar shop, they like 
the fact people can choose in-person pick-up. 
As described by Kress, one of the best feelings 

is seeing a customer’s face light up when they 
open up a box. More recently, the business has 
spread with orders as far as from Massachusetts 
and is spreading west towards Norwich. “People 
are willing to drive if they are satisfied, and our 
goal is to keep the customers happy and work 
with them to do that,” Spurlock noted. 

Production times can range between seven 
to 10 days depending on the quantity and if the 

organization chooses delivery. If the product is 
already in stock at EMP, reorders can take up 
to five days. Products include almost every-
thing, from sweatshirts and t-shirts to tote bags 
and lawn signs. As the business is still growing, 
Spurlock hopes to hire a few more people so ev-
ery station has someone running it. 

For inquiries, email contact@empapparel.
com or visit empapparel.com. 

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library 

All-Ages Program: Cardboard Arcade 
Open Play: Saturday, Oct. 7, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
The community is invited to drop in and give 
these creative games a try.

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children ages 
18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs: Wednes-
days, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years; Baby Rhyme 
Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for ages birth to 24 
months, and their caregivers. 

Bubbles & Beats!: Mondays at 10:30 a.m.  
Sing songs, dance, and pop some bubbles. For 
ages 18 months to 5 years. Drop-ins and siblings 
welcome. 

DIY Days: Grades K-8 – Homemade 
Stamps: Saturday, Oct. 21, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Chil-
dren are invited to create a different toy, game, 
or treat together. These activities are available 
while supplies last. No registration required.

Family Storytime: Saturday, Oct. 14, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Best for ages 3-5. Sing songs and read 
books; families can stick around after for a craft, 
sensory play, and socializing. No registration re-
quired. Siblings welcome. 

Teen Programs: Reading Merit Badge: 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 5:30 p.m. Local scouts are wel-
come to come to the library and work on the re-
quirements for the Reading Merit Badge. Bring 
your blue card. Workbooks and snacks will be 
provided.

Teen Advisory Boards: Tuesday, Oct. 17, 
6 p.m. Teens in grades 6-12 are invited to dis-
cuss programming, collection development and 
more. TAB meets monthly and always welcomes 
new members. 

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Grades 6-12: 
Saturday, Oct. 21, 2-3 p.m. Play with friends and 
discover new games. All skill levels welcome.

Adult Programs: LibrarYoga with Amie 
Meacham: Tuesday, Oct. 10, 6:30 p.m. This is 
an hour of gentle yoga for adults. All levels wel-
come. 

Music in the Library: Book Club: Tuesday, 
Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m. Valerie Perrin’s Fresh Water 
for Flowers will be discussed. Books are avail-
able at the circulation desk.  

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Oct. 20, 11 
a.m. Drop into the library on select Fridays for 
coffee or tea, a breakfast treat, and bookish ban-
ter. Register or drop in.

Celtic Halloween with Ringrose & Free-
man: Tuesday, Oct. 24, 6 p.m. Learn the origins 
of some Halloween traditions with a mix of 
stories, singing and upbeat instrumental tunes 
with fiddle and guitar. Light refreshments to fol-
low performance.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library’s P.O. Box number is 
123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. No 
Saturday classes until summer. Cost is a $10 
drop-in fee. Register at tensummitst@gmail.
com.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experienced 
and new players welcome. 

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

CommuniTea: Saturday, Oct. 7, from 10 a.m.-
noon. This is a monthly gathering to visit with 
neighbors and other library patrons. Have a cup 

of tea (coffee drinkers welcome).
Local Mushroom Informational Walk: Satur-

day, Oct. 14, with Judy Buonocore. Meet at the 
library at 12:30 p.m. to carpool, or at the Hurd 
Park Pavilion at 1 p.m. 

Write Here – Writers’ Group: Monday, Oct. 
16, 7 p.m. Get away from the distractions at 
home, come down to the library and write. 
Contact the library to pre-register and for fur-
ther information.

Reception – AC Proctor Recent Paintings: 
Saturday, Oct. 21, 2-4 p.m.

Medicare & Health Insurance Explained: 
Monday, Oct. 23, 7 p.m., with Springli D. Sage.

Banish the Blank Page (Writers Workshop/
Meet-up Group): Monday, Oct. 30, 7-8:30 p.m. 
There will be writing exercises, constructive 
criticism, and an opportunity to seek the opin-
ions of other writers. All genres. Contact the 
library to pre-register and for further informa-
tion.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Saint Luke’s Sacred Steel: Sunday, Oct. 29, 
during the 10 a.m. service.

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

‘Fall Into Christmas’ Fair
On Saturday, Oct. 21, the Congregational 

Church of East Hampton will hold its “Fall into 
Christmas” Church Fair from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall located in the church at 59 
Main St.

The fair will include everything from fall 
to Halloween and Thanksgiving to Christ-
mas. Shop the kitchen booth for Rada Cutlery, 
aprons, tea towels, soup and other jar mixes. 
Find hand-knit/crocheted Christmas gifts made 

by the Yarners. A cookie bake sale will also be 
included in addition to crafts and gifts for the 
holidays. Local vendors will include Sherry’s 
Country Crafts, Photographs by Barbara, Don’s 
Book Boxes, Tastefully Simple with Jutta and 
Welcome Gnome! at Majoch Marketplace with 
Melinda.

A free cup of hot chocolate to all who attend. 
Folks can also visit the Downtown Village Stroll 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.



NEWS BULLETIN • October 6, 2023 Page 13

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
10/7/23

through
10/31/23

Not responsible for typographical errors.

Tito’s
Vodka 80°

$3199 (1.75 L)

Jack Daniels 
Whisky 80°

$4499 (1.75 L)

Smirnoff
Vodka 80°

$1999 (1.75 L)

Gilbey’s
Gin 80°

$1999 (1.75 L)

Canadian Club 
Whisky 80°

$1799 
(1.75 L)

Bullit
Bourbon 90°
$5499 (1.75 L)

Yellow Tail
Wines

$1199
(1.5 L)

Frontera
Wines

$899
(1.5 L)

Relax
Riesling

Black Box
Wines

$1999
(1.5 L)

$1999 (3 L box)

Jacob’s Creek
Wines

Lindeman’s
Wines

$1199 (1.5 L)
$1199 (1.5 L)

W
I
N
E

Mich. Ult.

$2549
12 oz., 2/12-pack bottles

Miller Lite

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Busch & Lt.

$1999
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Coors Lt.

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 10am-5pm

Center Package Store

Successful Start for Community Cares Program
By London Brazal

The new program Community Cares has gen-
erated significant interest within the communi-
ty due to its impactful initiatives and inclusive 
approach to addressing older adults’ needs.

The program, partnered with UR Com-
munity Cares out of Manchester, supports 
residents aged 70 or over and other adults who 
have temporary or permanent disabilities. The 
East Hampton Senior Center, Rotary Club, and 
Commission on Aging have been collaborating 
to determine a plan to improve the lives of these 
residents. The three groups have made dona-
tions to UR Community Cares to enroll resi-
dents in need of help. 

At the two informational sessions held on 
September 13, there was a total of 58 attendees 
including members from town hall, the East 
Hampton Housing Authority (EHHA), and 
residents of the community. During the meet-
ings, various organizational leaders explained 
that the activities called “deeds” are single task-
based services that recipients can request as 
often as needed. Further information included 
how to request a deed, how to sign up to volun-
teer, and the flexibility of schedules. 

In a survey conducted by the Commission of 
Aging in 2021, coming out of the Covid pan-
demic, companionship is one of the most im-
portant factors in many of these people’s lives. 
In town, there are roughly 700 elderly residents 
who experience loneliness. Volunteers aged 15 
and up can donate their time based on their 
availability and give back to the community. 
Volunteers between the ages of 15 and 17 must 

pair up with an adult. 
“Many people ask for rides to medical ap-

pointments or to church, help with shopping, 
seasonal tasks such as yard work or snow shov-
eling, or just changing a light bulb. East Hamp-
ton Community Cares will help our older or 
disabled residents continue to live safely at 
home,” said Eric Rosenberg, the chair of the 
Commission of Aging. Rosenberg noted that 
town programs are limited, and UR Commu-
nity Cares will help fill the gap in services. 

At the end of the meetings, attendees filled 
out presentation evaluations. Many participants 
were happy with the thorough and informa-
tional-filled session. With that, many people 
said they did not know the substantial needs of 
the older adults. Rosenberg is excited to see the 
high level of interest and desire to volunteer. 

Resident Ria Irons is a nurse, Rotarian, and 
new Senior Center part-time assistant. She got 
involved with the program for several different 
reasons. As a local elder care advisor, her re-
sponsibilities include identifying, vetting, and 
connecting the community with resources that 
enable seniors to age gracefully at home. “This 
organization, which epitomizes the very essence 
of ‘love thy neighbor,’ directly addresses the 

needs of our aging community members,” said 
Irons. She emphasized the importance of strong 
leadership and commended her for her dedica-
tion to the aging adults. “Additionally, my de-
cision to become involved in this organization 
was influenced by my regular interactions with 
Michelle Puzzo, the organization’s founder, on 
social media and in person.”

In terms of the program, Irons is genuinely 
excited about the program’s growth, having 
witnessed firsthand the positive impact of com-
munity support for elderly residents in their 
home country, Barbados. There, neighbors 
would come together to make meals, help with 
chores, and provide companionship to the el-
derly, bringing immense joy to seniors, reduc-
ing stress for their families, and benefiting the 
entire community. 

Moving forward, the organizational lead-
ers are working to fundraise more money. Al-
though the service is free to each volunteer and 
the recipient of services, East Hampton Com-

munity Cares must raise $100 on behalf of each 
individual to pay a one-time charge for a back-
ground check. That includes a criminal record 
and sex offender check, driver safety record if 
appropriate, insurance, and computer system 
costs. As of now, they have raised $5,200 and are 
looking to set a significant goal for more people 
to get involved. 

In addition, Rosenberg and the other mem-
bers are going to work with the EHHA Director 
to help residents with the technical side of re-
questing deeds. To sign up for the program, visit 
URcommunitycares.org or call 860-430-4557. 

Irons recommends volunteering for anyone 
to give back to their community and foster a 
unique intergenerational connection.

“There’s something truly powerful about 
serving others – it’s like a warm, comforting 
bowl of chicken soup for the soul,” Irons said. 
“Volunteering not only gives you that heart-
warming feeling but also provides a meaningful 
way to help your community.”

Parks and Rec Upcoming Events
East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following upcoming events. For 
more information or to register, call 860-267-
7300 or visit easthamptonct.myrec.com.

Boys and Girls Travel Basketball Tryouts: 
Oct. 16 and 18 at East Hampton Middle School. 
Times: 6:30-7:30 p.m. for grades 5 and 6, and 
7:30-8:30 p.m. for grades 7-8. 

Trunk or Treat: Oct. 25, 5:30-7 p.m., at East 
Hampton Memorial School. For East Hampton 
residents only. Parks and Rec. is also looking for 
vehicle hosts. 

Zumba Class: Mondays and Thursdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Center School. Drop-in fee is $10, 

or buy a 10-class card for $50.
Pumpkin Painting: Monday, Oct. 16, 3:30-

4:30 p.m., at Memorial School, for students in 
grades K-3. Fee: $25.

Halloween Cookie Decorating: Monday, 
Oct. 23, 3:30-4:30 p.m., at Memorial School, for 
students in grades K-3. Fee: $25.

Riverside Reptiles: Monday, Nov. 6, 3:30-
4:30 p.m., at Memorial School, for students in 
grades K-3. Fee: $25.

Trip: New York on your Own: Dec. 2, 7 a.m.-
8:30 p.m. Depart via coach bus from Town Hall. 
Cost: $75.Red Cross Blood Drive

There will be an American Red Cross 
blood drive Wednesday, Oct. 11, from 9 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., at St. Patrick Church, 47 
West High St.

To make an appointment to donate, 
download the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).  

As a thank you, all who donate will re-
ceive a $15 Amazon.com gift card by email. 
Details are available at RedCrossBlood.org/
Together.

Free Paper Shredding
The Lower CT River Valley Council of Gov-

ernments (RiverCOG) is holding a residential 
paper shredding event on Saturday, Oct. 14, 
from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Chester Town Hall, 
203 Middlesex Ave., Chester. 

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes East Hampton and 
Portland. Visit www.rivercog.org/household-
hazardous-waste for more information.
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Logan, Kyle and Laraye Loomis of the Clark Hill area recently received the Lake 
Smart Award from Marty Podskoch, a member of the East Hampton Conservation-
Lake Commission. Photo by Cheryl Lobo.

The Lake-Smart Loomises
Logan, Kyle and Laraye Loomis of the Clark 

Hill area recently received the East Hampton 
Conservation-Lake Commission.

 Even though the Loomises don’t live on the 
lake, they live in the watershed, so the water that 
leaves their property eventually flows into Lake 
Pocotopaug. They have done many projects 
with their yard such as not using fertilizers, us-
ing a mulcher blade on their lawn mower, using 
plantings, rocks and mulch that prevent erosion 
to prevent contaminants from flowing into the 
nearby Christopher Brook that can then enter 

the lake itself. 
So far, Lake Pocotopaug has been algae free 

with no lake closure days, thanks to efforts from 
many groups and homeowners. Any homeown-
er residing in the Lake Pocotopaug watershed 
(not necessarily on the lake itself) is welcome 
to call for a Lake Smart assessment.  Commit-
tee members can offer advice and recommen-
dations to be lake-friendly.  If interested, please 
contact Marty Podskoch at 860-267-2442 to 
schedule an appointment.

Congregational Church 
Turkey Dinner

Haddam Neck Congregational Church will 
hold a takeout turkey dinner Saturday, Oct. 28. 
Dinners are $15 each and include turkey, pota-
toes, stuffing, vegetables, cornbread, and apple 
or pumpkin pie. 

Pick up orders at the church, 408 Quarry Hill 
Rd., Haddam Neck, on Oct. 28 from 5-7 p.m.

Orders must be received by Wednesday, Oct. 
25, by calling Melissa at 860-993-5311. 

Visit www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.
org for information. 

Appetizers With
Our Candidates

The Republican Town Committee will be 
host “Appetizers with Our Candidates” Thurs-
day, Oct. 19, from 6-8 p.m., at The Dublin, 42 E. 
High St. All are invited to come visit with East 
Hampton’s Republican candidates. 

There will be complimentary appetizers and a 
cash bar, as well as a raffle basket fundraiser. For 
more information, email ehctgop@gmail.com 
or visit www.facebook.com/EHCTGOP.

Boat Ramp Closure
The East Hampton Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment will conduct its annual pump/flow 
testing of all the department’s apparatus on 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, at Sears Park, weather 
permitting.

As a result, the Lake Pocotopaug boat 
ramp at the park will be closed to the public 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 
that day. Residents wishing to launch or re-
trieve their watercraft are encouraged to do 
so either before or after Oct. 11.

Apparatus pump/flow testing is one of 
several mandatory requirements that must 
be conducted yearly to keep the depart-
ment’s operations compliant with current 
standards. 

EHMS Basketball
and Cheerleading

Student/athletes who are interested in try-
ing out for boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball or 
cheerleading teams can register online through 
FamilyID.com. 

Athletes must have a physical within a 
13-month period in order to tryout. Deadline 
for registration is Sunday, Nov. 5. 

For more information, call EHMS athletic di-
rector Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Fall History Festival
The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) will 

hold its eighth annual “Fall History Festival” 
Saturday, Oct. 7, from noon-3 p.m., at the CHS 
Museum complex at 6 Bevin Blvd. 

This year the festival will celebrate two anni-
versaries. The first is the 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of CHS in 1963. There have been 
many officers and members in its 60-year his-
tory. CHS is asking any past officers, members 
or their children to come to the festival at 1 p.m. 
and share their stories. The second anniversary 
is the 90th anniversary of the founding of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). The CCC 
began in 1933 and had camps in state parks and 
forests. East Hampton had two such camps: one 
in the Salmon River State Forest and the other 
in Cobalt on Gadpouch Road. 

At the Fall History Festival, the CHS Museum 

Complex will be open to the public for free. The 
three museum buildings have a large display 
of artifacts illustrating East Hampton’s history. 
There is a large display of bells produced at the 
Bevin Bell Factory and a huge array of toys 
made at the Gong Bell Company and the N. N. 
Hill Brass Co. There is also a display of the witch 
hazel industry donated by the American Distill-
ing Company. There will also be a new display 
of CCC history and memorabilia.

Outside under the large Lions Club tent will 
be a band providing music throughout the after-
noon.  There will be guided tours of the three-
building museum complex and free cider & 
doughnuts. 

All are invited to attend. For more informa-
tion, contact Marty Podskoch at 860-267-2442 
or podskoch@comcast.net.

Clean Energy Fair to Return
East Hampton will hold its Clean Energy 

Fair Saturday, Nov. 4, from 1-4 p.m., at East 
Hampton High School, located at 15 Maple St. 

People will be able to learn more about 
energy audits, insulation, heat pumps, solar 
power, smart thermostats, insulating win-
dows, and more. People can also talk with 

local businesses and organizations that offer 
these products and services. 

No registration required; all area residents 
are welcome. This event is sponsored by the 
East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force. For 
more information, email ehcetf@gmail.com.

Air Lline Trail Cleanup Day
The East Hampton Air Line Trail Committee 

will hold its fall cleanup day Saturday, Oct. 28, 
from 9 a.m.-noon. 

Cleanup days are Saturday mornings in the 
spring and autumn. Usually the cleanup work 
is done by a few dozen people with rakes and 
shovels each provides. Several town organiza-
tions make this short period a group effort. Typ-
ically, there are many Boy and Girl Scouts earn-
ing community service hours. The high school’s 
Interact Club has been involved, as well as less 
formally organized teams of workers. In the past 
few years the focus has been on troubled areas 
in both directions about 15 minutes walking 
from Cranberry Bog.  

Shawn Mullen, acting director of recreation, 

has described the morning as not heavy labor 
but “tidying up” by removing fallen sticks, and 
maybe a limb or two, and smoothing out wash-
outs. The town’s public works department takes 
care of anything requiring power equipment or 
vehicles.

Mullen has said with a few more teams the 
committee could also clean up a few other sec-
tions in the Cobalt or Bull Hill areas. 

Anyone that is a that trail-user or is into out-
door recreation is encouraged to call the Rec-
reation Department or sign up online at www.
easthamptonrec.com to participate. Those who 
just want to show up can meet at Cranberry 
Bog on Smith Street at 9 a.m. with steel rake or 
shovel in hand.

Lions Club
Scholarship Raffle

The East Hampton Lions Club is conducting 
its fourth annual scholarship raffle, which funds 
four $1,000 awards to graduation East Hampton 
students.

The raffle this year will offer a $2,023 grand 
prize. First place will be $223, with two win-
ners, second place will be $123, also with two 
winners, and third place will be $53, also with 
two winners, First-, second- and third-place 
winners will be reentered for the grand prize 
drawing. 

The raffle runs through Oct. 21. The drawing 
will be at the Lions Club Pavilion, 62 N. Main 
St., on Saturday, Oct. 21, at 2:23 p.m.

Seven hundred total tickets will be sold, at 
$10 each. For more information on tickets, call 
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951. 

Artists Sought
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion invites local artists to participate in a Plein 
Air Painting event in the East Hampton Village 
Center on Oct. 14 starting at 10 a.m. weather 
permitting. 

The event coincides with the East Hampton 
Art Association Art Show happening at the 
Congregational Church of East Hampton the 
same day.

 Artists are welcome to set up easels along 
Main Street in the Village Center and paint 
whatever scene inspires them. Contact the 
EHACC at arts@easthamptonct.org to register 
or call 860-993-5311.

Yarners Enter 10th Year
The East Hampton Yarners, a knitting and 

crocheting group in its tenth year, is going 
strong each Thursday from 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
The Yarners meet at the Congregational Church 
of East Hampton, 59 Main St., and new mem-
bers are welcome.

The group makes items for the Middlesex 
Cancer Center, Middlesex Hospital and Hos-
pice, East Hampton Food Bank, St Vincent de-
Paul in Middletown, and for others in need. The 
Yarners also learn from each other and work on 
their own projects. All are welcome, regardless 
of skill level.

The Yarners are also accepting yarn donations 
that are clean full skeins.

For more information, contact Judy Hoffhine 
at jhoffhine@gmail.com. 

CDHR Oktoberfest
Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue (CDHR) 

will hold its 12th annual Oktoberfest Sunday, 
Oct. 8, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at Autumn Ridge, 
the farm for CDHR, located at 113 Chestnut 
Hill Rd.

Admission is free and there is plenty of park-
ing. Come meet the horses of the CDHR. There 
will be food, vendors, raffles, hayrides, kids’ ac-
tivities, and more. The event is rain or shine.

For more information, visit www.ctdraftres-
cue.org or www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue. 
This event is rain or shine. 

Seat of Our Pants
to Perform

Due to a health problem, the performance of 
local band Seat of Our Pants at the Bay Point 
Club on Spellman Point Road in East Hampton 
had to be rescheduled. 

The new date is Saturday, Oct. 7, at 7 p.m. All 
are invited.

Haddam Neck
Congregational Worship
Worship services for October at Haddam 

Neck Congregational Church, 408 Quarry Hill 
Road, Haddam Neck, will be held will be held 
Sundays at 10 a.m.

Members of Second Congregational Church 
will join throughout the month and then host 
services for the month of November at their 
church. All are welcome.

Visit www.haddamneckcongrwgationalchurch.
org for more information.

Dean’s List
Maura Ramsay from East Hampton made the 

spring 2023 Dean’s List at Saint Anselm College 
in Manchester, N.H.

Ramsay was an education studies: elementary 
education (BA) major in the class of 2023.

Residents Graduate
East Hampton residents Yvonne Eisner, Ryan 

Arndt, Cameron Dus and Sean Svalestad re-
cently graduated from the University of Hart-
ford.

Firefighters Stop By… Cub Scout Pack 57 was visited by the East Hampton Volunteer 
Fire Department at the scouts’ September pack meeting.  The fire department talked 
about fire safety, what to do in an emergency and showed the various tools and equip-
ment they use to help others.  Scouts also had the opportunity to check out the Rescue 
Truck.  The pack presented goodie bags to the firemen as a token of appreciation.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
holds services Sundays at 10:45 a.m. All are 
welcome. The church is located at 1 East High 
St. Pastor is Cathy Rohrs. The church is handi-
capped-accessible and air-conditioned.

Bible Hour is Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall. The book of Luke is the topic. The 
Bible study is informal. No prior knowledge is 
needed. 
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Hitting the Heights… The Paquette family of Hebron recently visited New York City 
and brought the Rivereast with them to the new 102nd floor observatory at the Empire 
State Building! From left are Jesse, Chase, Chandler and Karen.

Visiting the Virgin Islands… Maribeth Doubleday of East Hampton and her daughter 
Marianne recently visited family in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands. They snorkeled 
and saw lots of tropical fish and a sea turtle. They took the ferry to St. John one day. 
Marianne is 6 years old and it is her second time visiting the USVI.

The Views of Venice… Susan Schneider of East Hampton and her mother Mary 
Schneider took a trip to Venice, Italy, in July. Mary, age 92, did fantastic crossing all 
the famous bridges of Venice!

Taking a Cruise… Taylor and Betsy Hardy from Colchester recently had a great time 
visiting friends in Cypress, Texas, and joining them for a Royal Caribbean cruise to 
Costa Maya and Cozumel, Mexico.
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New job, new retirement account options
Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options:
• Leave the money in your previous employer’s plan 
• Move it to your new employer’s plan 
• Roll it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
• Cash out the account subject to early withdrawal penalties

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works best for you.

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD 20095162

Mark H Rogozinski
Financial Advisor

179 Linwood Ave Bldg C
Suite 6
Colchester, CT 06415
860-603-2474

RE10-6-23

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

RE10-6-23

Fall is a great time to Fall is a great time to 
list your home with us!list your home with us!

Call us today for a FREE Market Analysis!

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Polish Dinner
The St. Joseph’s Polish Club at 395 South 

Main St. will have a dine-in or takeout pol-
ish dinner Friday, Oct. 13, from 5-6 p.m. 
Dinner will include pierogies, golumpki, 
kielbasa, kapusta, rye bread with butter, and 
a dessert.

Advanced ticket sales on sale now. Tick-
ets are $15/each and on sale at the bar dur-
ing normal business hours: Monday-Friday, 
4-10 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, noon-10 
p.m. 

Call 860-537-2550 for more information.

Assistant Superintendent Transition
By Michael Sinkewicz

Next week, Colchester will welcome a new 
assistant superintendent of schools following a 
nationwide search and the unanimous endorse-
ment of the Board of Education. 

Jessica L. Kuckel will officially start in the 
district on Tuesday, Oct. 10. She replaces Dr. 
Charles Hewes, whose final day was last Friday.

“I’m thrilled to join Colchester Public 
Schools,” Kuckel, who is currently the execu-
tive director of student services at South Wind-
sor Public Schools, told the Rivereast. “I see it 
as a wonderful opportunity to contribute to the 
standard of educational excellence the com-
munity already holds, and I can’t wait to work 
alongside their dedicated educators, staff, fami-
lies, and community members.”

Kuckel’s career began as a social worker in 
the Milford school district and later for the 
Capital Region Education Council. She earned 
a master’s degree in social work from Southern 
Connecticut State University, along with a 6th 
year degree from the University of Bridgeport; 
additionally, she completed the Executive Lead-
ership program at Central Connecticut State 
University in 2020.

At South Windsor, Kuckel was named the 
supervisor of elementary special education in 
2014, and was later promoted to director of spe-
cial services prior to her current role.

What attracted her to Colchester?
“The values of Colchester Public Schools ini-

tially drew my interest, as the district clearly 
believes in supporting the needs, success and 
educational journey of all students,” she stated.

Kuckel joins a central office that has under-
gone significant turnover in recent years. Su-
perintendent Daniel Sullivan III took over in 
January after serving as the head of schools in 
Putnam; he was the third district leader for the 
graduating class of 2023.

Sullivan was also the principal of South 
Windsor High School from 2009-19.

Moving forward, Kuckel will work with Sul-
livan in overseeing the town’s four schools.

“Over the last few weeks, I’ve been able to 
continue learning about the district’s goals,” 
she said. “I’m excited to support them because 
they all lead to continued and enhanced student 
outcomes and educational experiences with a 
theme of transparency and strong stakeholder 
partnership.”  

The Colchester school board unanimously 

approved Kuckel’s appointment on Sept. 6.
Hewes Departs

Hewes left Colchester after serving local stu-
dents for 17 years to become the deputy com-
missioner for academics and innovation at the 
State of Connecticut Department of Education; 
he began on Monday.

Before becoming assistant superintendent, 
Hewes was the director of teaching and learn-
ing. He crafted a lengthy resume, initially start-
ing off as a teacher at Bacon Academy and 
working afterschool as a sports coach, along 
with a stint as assistant principal.

“It has been an honor and a privilege to have 
served the students and families of Colchester, 
as well as work with the district’s expert facul-
ty and staff,” Hewes said in a press release last 
month.

He told the Rivereast this week that he was 
excited for the new opportunity — a “good ner-
vous,” he expressed.

The state took notice of Hewes’ contributions 
with workforce development and with curricu-
lum, he said, adding that he participated in a 
panel discussion over the summer that included 
the commissioner for the state Department of 
Education. 

“It wasn’t something I was looking for,” Hew-
es recalled.

But following the success of new programs 
and the blossoming relationships at the state 
level, Hewes was appointed by the state Board 
of Education to take on the new challenge. 
Hewes believes his background “adds value to 
the state.”

“The priorities of the state are ones I’ve had 
experience with,” he said. “I’m very proud of 
what the whole team was able to do.”

Sullivan previously explained that the district 
held off on announcing Hewes’ promotion un-
til the appointment was official. Community 
members speculated that he was potentially 
leaving Colchester after a fresh job description 
was posted online.

As he prepared for the new role, Hewes would 
spend a couple days a week onboarding, which 
the district fully supported. 

Professionally and personally, Colchester will 
remain a special place for Hewes. In evaluating 
his tenure, he said what could possibly stand out 
to others was his diverse skillset.

“They honor and respect that I have worked 

through every level,” he explained.
Administratively, Hewes rattled off several 

ideas that helped move the district forward. He 
helped established “teacher leadership,” which 
essentially allowed each grade level to designate 
its own leader who generate their own action 
plans that are pooled together by the building 
administrator.

“Teachers need to have empowerment and 
support,” Hewes said.

While curriculum still isn’t exactly where 
Hewes hoped it would be, he expressed that 
reworking broad programs takes time and in-
vestment and that he was proud of the district’s 
efforts to identify new school improvement ap-
proaches.

In 2016, as he transitioned towards being an 
administrator, he led a group of “groundbreak-
ers” — a volunteer group of teachers that tack-
led the innovation of students.

Around 27 teachers responded to the call, 
Hewes said, and discovered that innovative chil-
dren respond to feedback as opportunities for 
improvement. So, he concluded, finding ways to 
encourage innovation in the classroom and to 
brainstorm strategies for teachers to implement 
would be a valuable initiative.

“It was a fascinating and cutting-edge learn-
ing experience,” he said. 

Personally, it is tough to say goodbye. 
“I’ve had a close relationship with Colchester 

for many years,” Hewes said, sharing that his 
mother previously taught in the district.

And he’ll stay in touch — “I’m only a phone 
call away.”

But, as his career flourished, he couldn’t pass 
on a position that many people will never get 
the chance to even consider.

“The opportunity at the state doesn’t come 
along more than once,” he said. “You take it and 
run with it; you don’t say no.”

What made the decision somewhat easier, is 
the condition of the district. While there’s al-
ways more to do, Hewes believes his departure 

was well-timed.
“I feel good about where the district is at,” he 

said. “It’s an okay time to leave.”
Does he have a favorite moment in Colches-

ter?
Teaching and connecting with students, while 

experiencing and chronically their growth over 
a year is a “treasured” memory. If leaving town 
is Hewes’ most significant adjustment, becom-
ing an administrator and departing from the 
everyday interactions with kids was a pivotal 
moment.

“It’s really hard to leave,” he recalled.
Hewes’ dedication to students outside the 

classroom was perhaps his most impactful job.
As an indoor and outdoor track coach, Hewes 

was able to lead and instill additional lessons.
“It’s a whole different experience learning 

who your kids are and see them succeed,” he 
said.

The underlining message of any educator: 
“It’s about the kids.”

An important part of that equation, Hewes 
said, is the parents. He believed his relationship 
with parents throughout the community was 
rooted in respect, despite potential disagree-
ments.

“They knew what to expect from me and that 
I gave it my all,” he said, adding that in their 
partnership with the district, parents need a 
“front-row seat.”

“Parents know their kids best,” he expressed.
And as long as parents believe that educators 

share their goal of promoting student wellbeing, 
the system is still working.

“That’s what parents trust,” Hewes asserted, 
emphasizing that each side might disagree with 
the approach but want the same outcome.

When asked what advice he’d give his succes-
sor, Hewes stated that there’s a “very engaged 
and hardworking group of educators in Col-
chester” and “a huge dedication to kids.”

“Tap into that,” Hewes said. “Engage them for 
decision-making and collaboration.”

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class 8 p.m. on Zoom; 
call for link. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., in-
person and on Zoom – Shabbat Simchat Torah; 
Saturday morning, 10 a.m., in-person and on 

Zoom – Community Shabbat and Simchat To-
rah service; Kiddush follows the service.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page; Ask the Rabbi and Jewish 
Trivia are also featured.  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Community Bible Study and Prayer: 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 

an open discussion on how God fits into your 
life. 

Old Bacon to Host 325th Celebration
All are invited to celebrate Colchester’s 

325th birthday on Saturday, Oct. 7, by visiting 
Old Bacon Academy, 84 Main St.  Between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m. there will be several presenta-
tions and tours of the building. 

The Bacon Academy Board of Trustees are 
using the day to kick off a multi-year, multi-
million-dollar capital campaign to restore the 
building.  

Honorary Campaign Chair Dolores Saw-
chuck will welcome people to the school, and 

will be joined by the Fife and Drum Corps on 
the front lawn.  

The day will include a presentation by his-
torical architect Marilyn Ackerman at 1 p.m. 
Ackerman will discuss Pierpont Bacon and 
how Bacon Academy came to be.  

Light snacks and refreshments will be 
served throughout the day. For more informa-
tion, contact info@baconacademytrustees.org 
or visit baconacademytrustees.org.

Meet the Candidates
Forum

On Tuesday, Oct. 17, from 2-4 p.m., AARP 
Chapter 4019 will hold its annual Meet the Can-
didates event, at Colchester Senior Center, 95 
Norwich Ave. 

Candidates for first selectman, Board of Se-
lectmen, Board of Finance and Board of Edu-
cation are invited to be on the panel. Other 
candidates are invited to be in the audience. 
Attendees are invited to bring their questions. 
Come early as space is limited.  

Light refreshments will be available.

Residents Graduate
The following Colchester residents recently 

graduated from the University of Hartford: 
Elizabeth Ladegard, Alex Wright, Michelle 

Noehren, Emily Riley, Jenna Kiernan, Colin 
Larkin, Lillian Wonderly, Tybal Slattery, Jessica 
Henowitz and Melissa Henowitz.
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120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

FALL LAWN CLEAN UP & REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!
Self-propelled
Lawn Aerators

S/P Overseeders

Stump
Grinders

Machete Field
& Brush Mower

starting at
$75.00
per day

s/p only $259.00
a day

starting at 
only 

$120.00
per day

only $115.00
per day

Lesco Grass Seed & Fall Fertilizer In Stock!
Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders • Sod Cutters
Leaf Blowers • Tile Saws • Excavators • Trenchers

Air Compressors • Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more
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Harrington Court resident Don Standish began building scale models of historic 
buildings in Colchester after he retired. His brother put together a book of his models 
and presented it to Standish as a Christmas gift.

Resident Builds Models of Historic Buildings
 Born in the blizzard of 1948, Don Standish, a 

resident at Harrington Court, has lived in Col-
chester for his entire life. He comes from gen-
erations of Colchester natives who farmed the 
land. Most of his family resided on Standish 
Road, for obvious reasons. His grandfather 
would give his children land as a gift when they 
married, to keep his family close by. 

Standish grew up on Standish Road and 
went to school at Central School and Bacon 
Academy. He graduated in 1966 and worked 
for Pratt & Whitney in East Hartford and Leo 
Glemboski’s Gas Station in Colchester (where 
Mark’s Auto is located today). He also worked 
for his grandfather at Linwood Cemetery mow-
ing lawns for $1 an hour (he thought he was the 
richest man alive), and worked for his father and 
partner Galivan and Standish TVs and Appli-
ances (once located at the corner of Mill Street 
and Norwich Ave), which is where he worked 
for most of his life, running the branch in Old 
Saybrook. Standish married in 1969 and has a 
daughter and a son from that marriage. He has 
two grandchildren; one is going to be a writer 
and one is waiting to become a teenager.

  When Standish retired, he started a hobby 
of building scale models of historic buildings 
in Colchester. He always liked woodworking 

and has a love and antiques, so he felt that was 
the perfect match for him. It took a lot of time 
and patience, but he thoroughly enjoyed it. He 
says he even dreamed about building his models 
when he went to bed. He would spend hours in 
the basement of his condo, where his workshop 
was located.

  His brother, Mark A. Balaban, made him 
a book of his models as a Christmas gift and 
Standish enjoys looking through it and shar-
ing it with his friends at Complete Care at Har-
rington Court. His brother hired a professional 
photographer to take photos of the models that 
were spread out among family and friends. 
(Standish enjoyed giving his models away to 
friends and family and sold a few.)

He built several models of Colchester land-
marks, such as the original Cragin Memorial 
Library, the Federated Church, the Hayward 
Fire House, Merchant’s Row, the Old Town Hall, 
and the Hayward House. His one regret was not 
making a model of the Gazebo on the Town 
Green.

  Harrington Court will host an event on 
Monday, Oct. 9,  to celebrate the town of Col-
chester’s 325th anniversary. There will be games 
and activities as well as a presentation by local 
author Gary Walter at 2 p.m. 

Upcoming Programs at Cragin Library
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., has 

announced the following upcoming programs. 
For more information or full descriptions, call 
860-537-5752 or visit www.colchesterct.gov/li-
brary.

Adult & Teen Take & Makes: Wednesdays, 
Oct. 11 and 25.

Children’s Department Take & Make Crafts: 
Oct. 7: Ghost; Oct. 10, Fire Truck, Oct. 13, Spooky 
Tree; Oct. 14, Haunted House; Oct. 16, 3D Ghost; 
Oct. 21, 3D Pumpkin; Oct. 23: Cauldron; Oct. 28, 
Origami Bat.

Teen Open Games & Snacks: Friday, Oct. 6, 
1-2 p.m., for grades 6-12.

STEAM Kit Take & Make: Saturday, Oct. 7, for 
grades K-5. Pick up your kit, watch the video on 
social media, and experiment. 

Card-Making: Saturday, Oct. 7, 10:30 a.m. Stop 
by the lobby to celebrate World Card-Making Day. 

Medicare Educational Events: Tuesday, Oct. 
10, 3 p.m., and Thursday, Oct. 19, 6 p.m. Learn 
the ins and outs of Medicare with Mark Macrina, 
a town resident and local insurance agent. This is 
strictly an informational seminar; no individual 
health will be discussed. For accommodations 
of persons with special needs, call 860-338-1466 
TTY 711.

Affirmation Button-Making: Tuesday, Oct. 10, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Stop by the lobby to make positive 
buttons to reflect on World Mental Health Day. 

Teen Writing Club: Wednesday, Oct. 11, 3-3:45 
p.m., for ages 14-20. Teens will be given prompts 
or guidance to help accomplish their writing 
goals.

Witches in Connecticut: Thursday, Oct. 12, 
6:30 p.m. Hear the stories of some of the women 
and men accused, tried, and executed as witches. 
This program is presented by Christina Rewinski, 
a museum educator at the Connecticut Historical 
Society.

Foodie Fun: Saturdays, Oct. 14 and 28. Stop in 
for an at-home kit.

Early Learning Station: Pumpkin Counting: 
Monday, Oct. 16, through Saturday, Oct. 21: Prac-
tice counting with these pumpkin puzzles. 

Nerd Camp: Tuesday, Oct. 17, 4:15-4:45 p.m. 
This is a new program where kids in grades 3-5 
can chat about their favorite nerdy topics over 
snacks. This month’s topic: Pokémon. Registration 
required.

Collaborative Art Show: Thursday, Oct. 19, 
6-7 p.m. Pick up a template from the library to 
take home. Use any medium and make art, and 
then bring it back to the library by Monday, Oct. 
16. Refreshments will be served at the art show. 

Super Saturday Storytime: Monsters: Satur-
day, Oct. 21, 10:30 a.m. Just drop in.

Cragin Library Paint Night: Spooky Edition: 
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. You will 
receive an email when supplies are ready to be 
picked up from the library. Registration required: 
tinyurl.com/3jexkr95.

In Person: Witch’s Face-Painting: Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, 6:30 p.m., in the children’s department. 

Teen Eat If You Dare: Friday, Oct. 27, 3-3:30 
p.m., for grades 6-12. Try some of our treats with-
out knowing what they will be. Inform library 
staff of any food allergies. 

Halloween Storytimes: Monday, Oct. 30, 11:30 
a.m. or 4:30 p.m. Celebrate Halloween by reading 
spooky stories and trick-or-treating around the 
library. Costumes encouraged. 

Cragin Book Club: Monday, Oct. 30, 6 p.m. 
The Music of Bees by Eileen Garvin will be dis-
cussed.

325th Birthday Gala Tickets Still Available
All are invited to Colchester’s 325th Birth-

day celebration gala on Friday, Oct. 13, from 
7-10 p.m., at Priam Vineyards, with music, 
passed hors d’oeuvres, and a free beverage. 
Gluten-free and vegan food options will also 
be provided. Cocktail attire required. 

Tickets are $40 each. Tables can be reserved 

in groups of eight or 12. All attendees will re-
ceive a free commemorative book with pic-
tures of Colchester’s history.

Tickets can be purchased in the recreation 
or town clerk’s offices during normal business 
hours. For more information, call the recre-
ation office at 860-537-7297.

$9.5 Million Lottery Ticket 
Sold in Colchester

By Michael Sinkewicz
A happy customer walked away with a $9.5 

million Lotto! ticket from the Gibbs gas sta-
tion in Colchester, according to the CT Lot-
tery.

There were 8,440 winning tickets sold for 
the Sept. 29 jackpot drawing, and a winning 
“Quick Pick” ticket was purchased at the lo-
cal Gibbs station that featured the lucky six-
number combination.

On Monday, the winner — who wished 
to remain anonymous — cashed their prize, 
opting for the one-time cash lump sum of 
$6,483,618, before taxes. Winners also have 
the option of choosing a 21-year annuity pay-
out.

The wining numbers: 6 - 7 - 15 - 22 - 28 - 42.
What are the odds?
Well the probability of winning a  prize 

in Lotto! is 1  in 39.3, according to CT Lot-
tery.  But the chance of winning the jackpot is 
1 in approximately 7.1 million.

Gibbs also comes away a winner; for sell-
ing the winning ticket, the station receives 
a $10,000 retailer commission.

Pete Donahue, the senior director of mar-
keting at CT Lottery, told the Rivereast that the 
commission represents a “nice way to reward 
the retailer,” although the result, and its role in 

the swap, was truly lucky.
Still, sometimes selling a major winning 

ticket can cause a boost in sales; Gibbs will 
receive a poster showcasing that it sold a $9.5 
million winner.

“Some people subscribe to the lucky store 
method,” Donahue said. “But players are su-
perstitious.”

Families and friends often debate what they 
would do if they won the lottery, along with 
the evergreen debate of whether to take the 
lump sum or not.

“It depends on your goals,” Donahue ex-
plained. “We always tell folks to consult with 
their tax and legal people to help make wise 
choices.”

CT Lottery also offers its “Wise Winnings” 
program that helps educate lottery winners 
with financial advice. In partnership with 
Credit Unions Building Financial Indepen-
dence, the groups jointly aim to provide free 
counseling and tips.

While most buyers are aware of the extraor-
dinary odds of winning a jackpot, someone 
does have to win.

“Generally, they always remember when 
and where they were when they won,” Dona-
hue expressed.

Resident on Soccer Team
Nico Matteucci of Colchester plays midfield 

for this fall’s men’s soccer team at Eastern Con-
necticut State University. 

Matteucci is a sophomore who majors in biol-
ogy.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 10/19/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Senior Center Trips
Colchester Senior Center is offering a pair of 

trips. Call 860-537-3911 for more information. 
Trips are available to Colchester Senior Center 
members and their adult guests over the age of 
18. Senior center membership is free for Col-
chester residents aged 55 and older. There is an 
annual fee of $15 for seniors residing outside of 
Colchester.

Pacific Northwest & California: April 14-21, 
2024. Explore the natural beauty from Seattle to 
San Francisco. Trip includes transportation to 
airport, airfare, hotels and 11 meals (six break-
fast, one lunch and four dinners). Double occu-

pancy is $3,529/person if booked before Oct. 14. 
Registration can be made at the senior center. 

New York Botanical Gardens – Holiday 
Train Show: Thursday, Dec. 7, leaving at 8 a.m. 
See model trains and trolleys zip along over 
winding tracks past replicas of more than 140 
New York landmarks made from plant material 
such as pinecones, orange slices and cinnamon 
sticks. You will also spend some time on Arthur 
Avenue, the “Little Italy” of the Bronx. Cost is 
$112/per person. Sign up before Nov. 7 or until 
sold out. There is an annual fee of $15 for se-
niors residing outside of Colchester.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or visit www.col-
chesterct.gov.senior-center. 

Monday, Oct. 9: Senior center closed for Co-
lumbus Day holiday.

Tuesday, Oct. 10: 8:30 a.m., COA meeting 
(at Town Hall); 9 a.m., Making Memories; 9:45 
a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Holiday Fair Crafting; 
12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo; 5-9 p.m., 
FUNdraiser at Mel’s Ice Cream; 7 p.m., SCBC 
meeting (via Zoom). 

Wednesday, Oct. 11: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the 
Air Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit; 1:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming 
I; 2 p.m., Cardio Drumming II; 2 p.m., Sewing 
Circle; 2:30 p.m., Senior Center staff meeting

Thursday, Oct. 12: 9 a.m., Exercise w/Ann; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling, yoga; noon, 
Chair Massage; noon-3 p.m., Senior Benefits 
Counseling by appointment only; 12:30 p.m., 

Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet, Holiday Fair 
Meeting.

Friday, Oct. 13: 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit, Card-
Making; 10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 10:45 a.m., 
Blood Pressure Clinic; 11 a.m., yoga; 11:15 a.m., 
Chatham Health Series: Lung Health; 1 p.m., 
Tech Time with Harry; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Saturday, Oct. 14: Spain and Portugal trip 
departs; 9:30-11:30 a.m., Colchester’s 325th 
Birthday Celebration Open House at the Senior 
Center.

Flu and COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic: Monday, 
Oct. 16, 9-11 a.m. Chatham Health District will 
conduct the clinic. Be sure to bring any Medi-
care and/or insurance cards. Call the senior 
center to schedule an appointment.

“Keys, Bags, Names, Words” Documentary 
Screening: Monday, Oct. 16, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
This new documentary on dementia is intended 
to shift the narrative of fear and hopelessness to 
one of hope and action.

AARP ‘Meet the Candidates’ Forum: Tues-
day, Oct. 17, 1:30 p.m. Learn the platforms and 
positions of the local politicians running for 
election this November. AARP will host and 
moderate this event, which is open to the pub-
lic; no registration required.

October Project
Graduation Fundraiser

All are welcome to play miniature golf on the 
Colchester Town Green Sunday, Oct. 15, during 
the Colchester Farmers Market. 

This portable mini-golf fundraiser will be set 
up from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost is $5 for those un-
der 10 years old, and $10 for those 10 and older. 
Donations will also be accepted, and hole spon-
sorships are still available. Visit baconacademy-
projectgrad.org for more information. 

All proceeds will benefit Bacon Academy 
Project Graduation, whose mission is to en-
hance drug and alcohol-free awareness by pro-
viding safe and healthy graduation events for all 
graduating seniors of Bacon Academy.

Community Baby Shower
The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children 

(C3) will host a free Community Baby Shower 
for Colchester residents who are expecting, 
or have an infant up to three months old, on 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Cragin 
Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. 

The event will include free gifts, community 
resources and games. Families should register at 
ColchesterC3.org.

Pie, Cookie Dough
Fundraiser

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild of Colchester 
is sponsoring a Lyman Orchard pie and cookie 
dough fundraiser to support the guild’s annual 
high school and college scholarships. 

Order forms are available at the church or 
you may order online via tinyurl.com/4vcpf8sj.

Completed order forms and payment can 
be mailed to St. Andrew Church in Colchester 
or dropped off at the rectory.  Cash accepted; 
checks made to Guardian Angels Parish. 

Pickup will be Saturday, Nov. 4, from 9-11 
a.m., at St. Andrew Church parish hall, 128 
Norwich Ave.

For more information, call Kathleen at 860-
917-7616.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederated-
church.org under the Worship tab. Updated in-
formation is also on the church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 
September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 
Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 

p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Upcoming Fundraisers: Church Building 
Tour: As a part of Colchester’s 325th celebration, 
there will be tours of the church on Saturday, 
Oct. 7, at noon and 2 p.m., and Sunday, Oct. 8, at 
11:30 a.m.  Included in the tour will be a discus-
sion of the church’s history. Tours will meet at 
the front of the church. The tours are free, but 
donations are welcome.

Candy-Making Class: Learn how to make 
Deborah Howard’s chocolate-covered cherries. 
Space is limited to 10 people. Cost is $25 per 
person and all ingredients are included. Each 
attendee will go home with two dozen cherries. 
For more info or to reserve a spot, call Howard 
at 860-337-0907.

Medium Coming
to Polish Club

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club at 395 South 
Main St. will host medium Rebecca Anne Lo-
Cicero on Saturday, Oct. 7. Tickets are $30 per 
person and on sale at the club. 

Doors open at 6 p.m., and people should be 
seated by 6:45 p.m. so the show can start on 
time. LoCicero will be at the club from 7-9 p.m. 

For more information, please call 860-537-
2550.

Mosquitos Test Positive for EEE Virus
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Chatham Health District alerted residents 
last week that mosquitos located in Colchester 
tested positive for the virus that cases Eastern 
Equine Encephalitis (EEE), a serious and often 
fatal disease.

On Sept. 29, the Connecticut Department of 
Public Health informed the District that positive 
tests were recorded at the Babcock Pond Wildlife 
Management Area; no human cases have been 
recorded this year.

The disease can be spread to humans through 
the bite of an infected mosquito, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Cases are rare, and typically are seen in 
eastern or Gulf states. The CDC reported that ap-
proximately 30% of people with EEE die; there 
are no vaccines to combat the disease.

Chatham Health stated that risk levels are cur-
rently low, but urged residents to take precau-
tions.

“While we are nearing the end of the mosquito 
season, reasonable precautions are recommend-
ed for individuals who want to reduce the risk 

of acquiring EEE and other mosquito-borne dis-
eases, like West Nile Virus, until we experience 
a hard frost,” the district said in a press release.

Here are the steps residents should take: ap-
ply insect repellent when outdoors; the district 
recommended using Environmental Protection 
Agency-registered insect repellents.

The district also recommended residents avoid 
outdoor activities during peak mosquito activity, 
which spans from dusk to dawn.

Cover up — residents can wear long-sleeves, 
pants and socks if spending time outdoors.

Homeowners should consider draining any 
standing water, or unclogging gutters and drains; 
mosquitos are attracted to and lay eggs in stand-
ing water.

Lastly, adequate screens on doors and win-
dows can help prevent mosquitos from entering 
the home.

Russell Melmed, director of health at the 
Chatham Health District, told the Rivereast that 
residents in the district — which covers East 
Hampton, East Haddam, Colchester, Hebron, 

Marlborough and Portland — who plan on hik-
ing or who live near a swamp area should take 
personal protective measures. But he empha-
sized that for the vast majority of individuals, 
this alert was simply informative.

“People should be aware, but at this point the 
risk is low,” he said.

If a discovery had been made in July, he ex-
plained, perhaps the community would be vul-
nerable to a larger outbreak. Heading into Oc-
tober, with temperatures largely expected to 
decrease moving forward, mosquitos typically 
aren’t as widespread.

“They’re not as active,” Melmed said.
In 2019, two residents of the Chatham Health 

District were sickened by EEE, and one died. A 
horse was also infected.

But Melmed was optimistic things won’t be as 
grim this time around – mainly because it’s so 
late in the season that the infected mosquitos 
have been discovered.

“There is not a lot of time for that to happen,” 
Melmed said.

Residents with pets also shouldn’t be worried 
— “I don’t believe it’s a concern,” he added. 

Standard procedure, Melmed continued, is to 
notify the community when a pool of mosqui-
tos generates a positive test. If there is sustained 
activity, the District would release more specific 
warnings and make recommendations to local 
leaders.

With the 2019 exposures, the district asked 
towns and schools to change their sports practice 
times to avoid peak mosquito hours — some-
thing that is not currently being recommended 
this year.

For parents, Melmed would suggest repellent 
when their kids are playing outside, but practices 
“should not be moved or canceled.” Large gather-
ings, such as the Celebrate Colchester festival, re-
ceived the district’s go-ahead; the event was later 
canceled, however, due to weather.

Even if the risk now is low, Melmed warned 
that future outbreaks are a growing threat.

Winters are becoming warmer, he explained, 
and wetter, which helps the mosquitos lay eggs.

“Seasons are expected to get worse,” he said, 
adding that diseases, such as EEE, will likely 
“flourish.”

While dealing with serious and fatal diseases is 
understandably unsettling for many residents, it’s 
important to be prepared.

“Expect to see these type of things happening 
more often than they did in the past,”  Melmed 
said.

With a wet fall, like the beginning of this sea-
son, Melmed stated that certain trees especially 
capture and retain water, which aids the mos-
quitos. He advised that 2024 may end up being a 
particularly harsh year.

“All the ingredients are there,” he expressed.
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$80 per couple / $50 for single
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib
Every Thursday &

Friday Night!

Wednesday
is

Pasta Night!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER R

E9
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2344 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT

Now Open! Mon-Sat 7:00am-7:30pm
Sun 7:00am-7:00pm

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 10/31/23

Sign up for
ANY package
for $5.00

860-537-4325

SINGLE
WASH
$15

GO
UNLIMITED
$30/MO

SINGLE
WASH
$12

GO
UNLIMITED
$25/MO

EXTERIOR 
WASH & DRY

BASIC

FALL SPECIAL!

Fire Department Open House
Colchester Fire Department will hold an 

Open House event Sunday, Oct. 15, from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., at 52 Old Hartford Rd. All are in-
vited to come meet their local firefighters and 
EMS providers.

There will also be equipment on display, and 
fire prevention and safety information available. 

Events will include: vehicle extrication 

demonstration, fire extinguisher training and 
demonstration, firefighter gear try-on, blood 
pressure screenings, an ambulance tour, Touch-
a-Truck, Smokey Bear visit, Gator UTV and 
marine units on display, CPR/Lucas device 
demonstration, Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) demonstra-
tions, state police seat belt convincer, and more.

Also, hot dogs will be available for lunch 
while supplies last, and the fire museum at 100 
S. Main St. will be open for tours. There will be 
antique fire truck rides to the museum.

Tour of Burial Ground

Ukrainian Food Dinner
On Saturday, Oct. 14, St. Mary Ukrainian 

Church, 178 Linwood Ave., will have a tradi-
tional Ukrainian dinner from 1-6 p.m. 

The dinner features kielbasa, kraut, stuffed 
cabbage, and pierogis. borscht soup, dessert and 
drinks will be also available for sale. The din-
ner will also include Ukrainian music, arts and 
crafts tables, and more. 

The event is eat-in or takeout. All are wel-
come. For more information, call 860-537-2069. 

Avoid Senior Scamming
On Monday, Oct. 23, at 10 a.m., the Colches-

ter Commission on Aging, in partnership with 
the Colchester Senior Center, will present “Tips 
to Avoid the Target of Scammers.”

Chuck Maynard, assistant vice president 
of Colchester Dime Bank, and Gary Dawson, 
learning and development manager of Dime 
Bank in Norwich, will discuss phishing, calls or 
emails from persons who pretend to know you, 
changing your passwords, money mule scams, 
grandparent scams, gift card scams, etc. 

All are invited to come and hear how you can 
protect you and your loved ones’ personal in-
formation and privacy.  Light refreshments will 
be served.  Space is limited, so register with the 
senior center at 860-537-3911.

The Colchester Historical Society will pres-
ent a “Tour of the Colchester Burial Ground” 
located behind Old Bacon Academy on Sun-
day, Oct. 8, at 2 p.m. The walk will be led by 

Gary Walter. 
Parking will be available at the Colchester 

Federated Church parking lot, located at 60 
Main St.

Vendors Wanted 
Colchester Federated Church’s annual Fall 

Market will be held Saturday, Nov. 4, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. – and vendors are wanted.

The event will showcase local crafters, ven-
dors and farmers, as well as an Upscale Tag Sale, 
bake sale and raffle.

For a table at the fair, contact Renee Misbach 
at rouillette01@snet.net for more information. 
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2022 of SOLD in total 

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia, 
Colchester, Coventry and Andover R
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 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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127 East High Street Rt.66, East Hampton, CT 06424
CTDocks.com • ctdocks@gmail.com
OPEN MON-FRI 10-5:30; SAT 10-2

Snap Dock and Shore Side Dock’s EXCLUSIVE Connecticut Dealer!

Check out our new display!

• Winterization
• Shrink Wrapping

• Storage
• Boat Hauling

DOCKS
IN STOCK & READY FOR

INSTALLATION

Call NOW for a QUOTE
860-365-5930
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109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Bulk Top Soil, Compost, 
Mulch, Stone & Sand

– DELIVERY AVAILABLE –

Expanded Store with houseplants, gifts & more!

Mums, Pumpkins, Apples & Fall Decor!

20% OFF
Perennials
& Shrubs

New!

Medicare Made Clear

HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Today!   860-295-9350

Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office open daily 9am-4pm; and Sat. by appt.

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough, CT

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years

Schedule a FREE In Home Consultation
WALK-INS WELCOME! 

CONFUSED BY MEDICARE PLAN CHOICES?
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS!

860-295-9350 
NO COST. NO OBLIGATION.

Open Enrollment Begins
October 15th
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Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office Hours: 9am-3pm and by appointment

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough

Call Today! 860-295-9350

Confused by Medicare Plan Choices?

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchesterct.
gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. can 
also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Ave.

325th Birthday Events: Use the Passport to 
view the schedule of events, restaurant week, 
tours and more on the Parks and Rec. website. 
Use the passport page to collect stamps of all the 
places you visit. Drop off your stamped passport 
for a chance to win one of three prizes. Printed 
passports are available at the Town Hall as well.

Pumpkin Painting: Wednesday, Oct. 18, 3-4 
p.m. Bring a pumpkin and decorate it at the Rec-
Plex pavilion. Supplies provided; just bring your 
own pumpkin. Wear clothes that can get messy. 
All ages welcome. 

Trick or Trunk: Saturday, Oct. 28; rain date 
Oct. 29. Decorate your car/truck “trunk” with 
a Halloween theme and hand out candy to the 
trick-or-treaters; please bring two bags of candy 
per child. Register by Oct. 22. Limited to the first 

50 trunks. 
Ghost Run: Saturday, Nov. 4. The parks and 

recreation departments of Hebron, Colchester 
and East Hampton are collaborating along with 
the state Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection to host the 20th annual Ghost 
Run, on the 13.1-mile certified half marathon 
Air Line Trail course. Runners registered by Oct. 
8 will receive a T-shirt. Registration deadline is 
Nov. 1. There will be no race day registration. 
Cost is $45 per runner, $100 per relay team. Reg-
ister at runsignup.com/Race/CT/Hebron/AirLi-
neTrailGhostRun.

Ski Club – Register by Nov. 3: This program 
is for students at Bacon Academy in grades 9-12. 
Parks and Rec. will offer weekly trips to Ski Sun-
down on Fridays, Jan. 5-Feb. 2, 2024. Depart from 
Bacon at 2:30 p.m. each week and return to Ba-
con at approximately 9:30 p.m. The registration 
deadline is Nov. 3. Price includes the coach bus. 
Package prices can be found on the Parks and 
Rec. website. Chaperones Needed: If interested 
in helping chaperone the ski trips, contact Matt at 
parksandrec@colchesterct.gov or 860-537-7297.

Westchester Church Celebrates Colchester’s 325th
As part of Colchester’s 325th Anniversary cele-

bration, the Westchester Congregational Church 
will host a tour on Sunday, Oct. 8, from 2-4 p.m., 
at the church, 98 Cemetery Rd. All are invited.

The event will start at 2 p.m. and include a 
short performance of old-time hymns by the 

choir, a tour of the meetinghouse and grounds, 
history of the church and surrounding locations, 
and famous people who contributed to Colches-
ter’s history.  

For more information, email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call 860-267-6711. 
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776 C
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Paid for by Clifton O’Donal
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

OKTOBERFEST IS HERE

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

OUTDOOR HEATED TENTS COMING SOON!

For the Safety of our Patrons
The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
SARS-CoV-2, Viruses, 

Bacteria & Mold

AIR YOU CAN TRUST™ 

For more information call: Paul Hoar 203-247-4723

First the Oktoberfest Biers started showing up,  
and now the Oktoberfest Menu is in full swing with  

Sauerbraten, Wiener Schnitzel, and Kassler Rippchen.

Make your plans and reservations today.

and Patio!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
monday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

Bring this ad with you this Tuesday for
20% OFF  your entire dinner bill.

(offer valid only after 4pm, Tuesday, October 10, 2023)
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USE CODE ”OKTOBERFEST”
FOR ONLINE ORDERING DISCOUNT

1979 - 2023

Over 40 Years of Building Quality!
NOT TO BE COMBINED  

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

12x20 Carefree Garage 
NOW $8995!

10x12 Carefree Vinyl Cottage 
NOW $6295!

12x16 Composite Shake Cottage 
NOW $11,995!

14x24 Carefree Cape Garage 
NOW $11,995!

8x12 Carefree A-Roof 
NOW $4595!

Stock  (#70223)

0%  INTEREST
UNTIL SPRING  2024  TO QUALIFIED  BUYERS

HURRY IN
THIS SALE 

ENDS NOV. 4th 
2023
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We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

CHOOSE FROM OVER 100 IN STOCK UNITS FOR PROMPT DELIVERY – OR ORDER NEW!

THE EVENT YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR: CAREFREE’S 
SHEDT BER SALE

Colchester  860 267-7600         1-800-326-SHED     Clinton  860 664-1620
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884 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield | 860.522.3129

City Fish for all your seafood needs!
The Freshest Seafood in CT!

YOUR DAILY DOSE OF VITAMIN SEA!
Prepared Items Ready To Cook:   
Crab Cakes
Fresh Cooked Shrimp
Crab Dips
Stuffed Clams and more!  

For the Grill:
seasonings, 
marinades, 
grilling sauces 
and cedar planks.

Fresh: 
swordfish, 
tuna, 
salmon, 
shrimp, 
clams, 
mussels, 
live lobsters, 
and more!
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28

23

KITCHEN
Closed Sun & Mon
Tue & Sat 10:30am-5pm
Wed-Fri 10:30am-6pm

RETAIL
Mon, Tues, Sat  
9am-5pm
Wed-Fri 9am-6pm
Closed Sun

CIT10-5-23
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Art Exhibit at Library
A collaboration of artists is exhibiting their 

work in the Mary Flood Room of Portland Li-
brary, 20 Freestone Ave., through Oct. 18. 

The artists represent employees of the library, 
members of the Portland Library board and 
members of the executive board of the Friends 
of the Library. The exhibit has been assembled 
to illustrate the many aspects of creative expres-
sion. Among the works displayed, curated by 
Lucinda Patrick, will be paintings, needlework, 
baskets, miniature books and photographs. 

St. Mary Bereavement 
Support Ministry

The Church of St. Mary will hold a Bereave-
ment Support Group every second Monday of 
the month starting Monday, Oct. 9, at 6:30 p.m., 
in the Rosary Room of the church, 45 Freestone 
Ave.

All who are grieving are welcome, whether 
the loss is recent or in the past. For more infor-
mation, call or text Susan Bongiorno Frizen at 
860-685-1966.
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have
replacement batteries.

$10.00 
OFF

Offer Ends 10/31/2023

We Are An
Emissions Test 

Station!

We make KEYS & FOB& FOBS 
for less than the dealer!

OUR PRICES 
WON'T 

SCARE YOU...

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donation Info: The senior center 
asks that residents not leave Food Bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the Food Bank 
is open. The Food Bank is open Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior 
center does not need any donations directed to-
ward the senior center. People are asked to only 
leave donations for the Food Bank, and only 
during food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Closed for 
Indigenous Peoples Day. Tuesday: Bears on a 
Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy bears 
for cancer patients – donations are sought of 
light fleece, one yard or more, for making bears 
(to donate, call 860-342-0809); watercolor class, 
9:30 a.m.-noon – to register, email bivenne@
yahoo.com; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Set-
back, 1 p.m. Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 
a.m.; Tai Chi Quong, 1 p.m.; Social Duplicate 
Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Wednesday, multipurpose room. Thursday: 
Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; 
Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: 

Light aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Family History Fun 
with Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m.

Trip: Thursday, Oct. 12, to the King Tut Ex-
hibit, with lunch at Chili’s, Bus leaves the senior 
center at 10:30 a.m. Cost is $30/person. Seating 
is limited; call Sarah or Alexis at 860-342-6761 
to register.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (note: if that 
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-

ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required.

Curious About Yoga, But Don’t Know 
Where to Start?: Wednesdays through Oct. 25, 
6-7 p.m., at Riverfront Park. Drop-ins welcome.

19th Annual Come on Over 5K: Saturday, 
Oct. 21, at Riverfront Park. Registration for 
runners ages 19+ is $25. Walkers and runners 
under 18 years old pay $20. Register by today, 
Sept. 29, for a free T-shirt.

Tai Chi: Wednesdays or Saturdays through 

Oct. 21, at Riverfront Park. Times are 9:30-
10:15 a.m. on Wednesdays and 10:30-11:15 a.m. 
on Saturdays.

Adult & Youth Dance Classes: A variety 
of tap, ballet, jazz and cardio classes for ages 6 
months to adult. Classes are held at Dance with 
Miss Alicia studios at 332 Marlborough St.

Adult & Youth Martial Arts: Classes for chil-
dren ages 3 and up are held at The Inner Circle 
at 332 Marlborough St.

Youth Gymnastics Classes: Classes for tod-
dlers and children ages 6 and up are held at The 
Inner Circle.

Self-Defense for Women: Sundays, Oct. 15 
or Nov. 12, 6-7 p.m., at The Inner Circle. 

Red Raptors Midseason Recap
Portland’s U9 Boys Red Raptors are off to a 

strong start to their travel soccer season.  Hold-
ing onto a record of 4-1-1, the team has some 
serious kickers who have tallied quite a few 
goals to power the offense. 

Wilder Yardis, Isaiah Curzan, Jackson Cou-
teux, Elliott Parmelee, Christian Rosario, De-
clan Stachelek, Max Finkelstein and Clayton 
Trojanowski, who has 2 hat tricks, have all 
found the back of the net.  Miles Burdick, who 
leads the team with 4 assists, has delivered nu-

merous passes to help pace the attack.  
The Red Raptors defense has also done a solid 

job protecting the goal. Cooper Strong, Chris-
tian Rosario, Evan Kowalchik and Nolan Hell-
er have cleared the ball effectively and always 
hustle to defend the goal.  Goalkeepers Declan 
Stachelek, Max Finkelstein, Christian Rosario, 
Jackson Couteux, and Wilder Yardis regularly 
anticipate shots and direct the ball back into 
play quickly. 

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Masks are optional. A recording of the 
service is posted to YouTube on Mondays by 
9 a.m. Bulletins for the service are posted each 
week at zionlutheranportland.org.

Zion will hold its first Sunday School gather-
ing of the season, known as Rally Day, on Oct. 
15, from 10:15-11:30 a.m., in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Families with school age children (3-12) 

Town Awarded $500,000 STEAP Grant  By John Leavenworth
Last Friday, the state awarded Portland with 

a $500,000 Small Town Economic Assistance 
Program (STEAP) grant, in light of much-need-
ed infrastructure repairs in town.    

Following an approval by Gov. Ned Lamont, 
the town was one of 60 small municipalities in 
the state to benefit from the release of $24.5 mil-
lion in state grants for infrastructure repairs, ac-
cording to a press release from Lamont’s office. 

STEAP is a state program managed by the 
Office of Policy and Management that delivers 
grants to small towns for economic develop-
ment, community conservation, and quality-of-
life capital projects,” the release said.   

The OPM announced the grant was available 
on July 7, with a deadline to apply for Aug. 18, 
according to First Selectman Ryan Curley.

Last year, the town was awarded a STEAP 

grant for $400,000, which was for sidewalk re-
pairs on Main Street.

This year, the new grant for $500,000 will be 
used to replace water pipes under High Street, 
a project that will extend from Portland High 
School to Bartlett Hill Road, Curley said.      

The first selectman explained that the initial 
concerns regarding High St. had to do with the 
fact that the road was “very bumpy” and needed 
to be repaved. 

Upon further inspection, however, town of-
ficials realized the water lines in the ground 
would also need to be replaced, he said. 

“The pipes in the ground are old” and could 
break, he said. “It makes sense to replace 
[them].”    

He added that the substitution of the water 
lines on High St. will count as the first phase of 

the project, with an ultimate goal of reaching 
and completing “phase two,” which would entail 
resurfacing the strip.      

The town would need additional grant funds 
in the future to fully replace the pipes and pave 
the street, he said.  

The engineering firm for the effort, Jacobson 
and Associates out of Chester, gave an estimate 
for the total cost of the water pipe replacements 
of $1.8 million.    

According to Director of Public Works Ryan 
O’Halpin, the town provided an additional 
$100,000 to the grant funds for the job, giving 
the town a total of $600,000 to work with.   

He said the extra money was “already bud-

geted for water system improvements” as part of 
the town’s water capital fund, and was “easy to 
allocate” to another project.  

The $100,000 was matched by the state.
Curley said O’Halpin “took the lead” on the 

work for the project so far and “did a good job.”   
He said the goal is for construction at the site 

to begin as early as summer 2024, but the town 
cannot move forward until the engineers have 
designed a complete plan for the service.  

He said that once the town gets the plans 
and they are approved, work can begin “while 
school is out for the summer,” as the street leads 
directly to the high school, middle school and 
Valley View School.

Zion Lutheran Church News
are invited to see what Zion’s religious instruc-
tion program is all about.  There will be games, 
activities and snacks for the kids, and coffee and 
conversation for the adults. Call Sylvia LeShane 
at 860-342-0658 if you plan to attend or have any 
questions. 

All are welcome. For more information or if 
in need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit  zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is a member of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. The church is an “open and 
affirming” congregation, welcoming everyone. 
On Sunday, Oct. 8, worship is at 10 a.m. The 
Rev. Julie Olmsted will lead the worship and her 
sermon is titled “God’s Garden.”

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 

and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

For more information, email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244, or fol-
low the church on Facebook at The First Con-
gregational Church of Portland, CT.
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Just a reminder
that the annual

Food Bag
Food Drive
is almost here!

Food 

Drive

We will be delivering the bags on
Sunday, November 5th and picking

them up on Sunday, November 12th.
If you have any questions or

would like to volunteer,
please call Shaun Manning

at 860-398-0936 or
Kelly Mainette at
860-685-1985. 
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today! DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. To register 
and for full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org or call 860-342-6770. The 
library is also on Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: 
Monday, Oct. 9. 

Community ‘Craft and Conversation’ Ses-
sions: Tuesday, Oct. 24, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Thursday, Oct. 26, 1:30-2:30 p.m. The library 
is in the midst of a long-term planning process 
that will guide its priorities over the next several 
years, and it wants to hear feedback from the 
public. Paint a pumpkin coaster and share your 
thoughts on the library’s future. All supplies and 
light refreshments will be provided. Limited to 
ages 11 and up. Space is limited.

LGBTQ+ Social and Support Groups: Teens 
are invited to social meetups at the library on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Support groups will meet on the third Wednes-
day of the month, with a parent and caregiver 
support group running concurrently in another 
room at the library. For more information, con-
tact Jenn Renk at 860-342-6770.

Fire Truck Storytime: Saturday, Oct. 14, at 
11 a.m. on the Town Green. The storytime will 
be followed by a visit from Portland firefighters 
and a fire truck. No registration is required.

Spooky Science: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m., Oct. 

12-26, for grades K-5. Make Frankenworms 
come to life, use static electricity to raise some 
ghosts, and experiment with some potions and 
Halloween candies. Space is limited.

Save the Date: T-Rex Tea Party: Tuesday, 
Nov. 7, 11 a.m., for kids in pre-k through grade 
2. Have some light refreshments while enjoying 
dinosaur songs, stories and more. Wear your 
fanciest or fiercest attire. 

Teen Programs: Gingerbread Haunted 
Houses: Monday, Oct. 30, 3:30 p.m. 

Paint Your Pet: Tuesday, Nov. 7, 4-6 p.m., for 
ages 13 and up. Local artist Nancy Roman will 
walk teens through creating watercolor por-
traits of their favorite four-legged friends. Bring 
a 5x7 photo of your pet to the program. If you 
don’t have a pet, Roman has photos you can use. 

Adult Programs: Movie: Wednesday, Oct. 
11, 1 p.m. Book Club – The Next Chapter.

Paint Party: Tuesday, Oct. 12, 6 p.m. Paint a 
Fall scene with Brigette Roy.

Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Oct. 
17, 1 p.m. The 7 ½ Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle 
by Stuart Turton will be discussed.

A History of Huskies Hoops: Legacy of 
Greatness: Monday, Oct. 30, 6:30 p.m. Cel-
ebrate the history and greatness of the UConn 
basketball teams with this presentation hosted 
by award-winning sportswriter and author 
Marty Gitlin. 

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 Main 

St., invites the community to celebrate each week. 
Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Services are held at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is 
in session and held during the service. Children 
ages 4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

The church’s Parish Pantry Providers are con-
tinuing to help stock the shelves of the Portland 
Food Pantry. The Providers are collecting school 
supplies for the month of September.

The church is also collecting new and gently 
used children’s books for Covenant to Care for 
Children to distribute to families to encourage 
children’s literacy.  There is a collection container 
at the front entrance to the church. 

The church’s 235th Anniversary Celebration 
will be held Sunday, Oct. 29, from 4-9 p.m., at the 
Inn at Middletown.  Tickets are $75 and include 
a social hour with music, hors d’oeuvres, dinner, 

dessert and live entertainment.  There will also 
be a silent auction and cash bar.  For tickets and 
information, email trinitychurchportlandct@
gmail.com or call 860-342-0458.

The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there is also 
a gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

Check out more information, the church’s 
calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

Rivereast Standout Athletes 
of the Week

Bacon Academy girls soccer has won six straight games and sophomore Alyssa 
Blanchette was named a Standout of the Week after scoring a goal in the Bobcats 1-0 
win over Ledyard last Thursday. 

By Josh Howard
Here is a double dose of Rivereast Standouts 

of the Week for the week of Sept. 25-Oct. 1:
Nina Jobes - RHAM High School (Volley-

ball): Jobes has been a sensational setter for the 
Raptors volleyball team that entered the week 
ranked No. 4 in the Connecticut Volleyball 
Coaches Poll. Jobes, a junior, dished up 30 as-
sists in the team’s three set win over Newington 
on Sept. 26 and then added 27 more helpers 
in a three set win over E.O. Smith on Sept. 29. 
On Monday, the Raptors beat Platt to up their 
record to 9-1 overall and have a match against 
Central Connecticut Conference rival South-
ington coming up this Monday (Oct. 9) at Mo-
hegan Sun Arena at 3 p.m.  

Caden Bellmore - RHAM High School 
(Football): Bellmore was a standout in all three 
phases of the game as the Raptors defeated 
E.O. Smith 14-7 on Sept. 30. Bellmore, a junior, 
caught what turned out to be the game-winning 
touchdown from 28-yards out in the fourth 
quarter and also posted a pair of tackles for loss 
on defense and recovered a fumbled punt on 
special teams. The win improved RHAM to 2-1 
and this Friday (Oct. 6) the team travels to Me-
riden to face Platt (2-1) in an important Central 
Connecticut Conference (CCC) Tier III show-
down at 6:30 p.m. 

Colby Butterfield - Bacon Academy (Soc-
cer): Butterfield scored two goals and dished 
out a pair of assists as the Bobcats beat Wind-
ham 7-1 on Sept. 28. Butterfield, a senior, led an 
offensive charge that produced a season-high in 
goals with Sam Melino netting two, while Troy 
Johnson, Jean-Paul Fougerouse, and Edward 
Hageman each finding the back of the net once. 
Goalie Zach Carroll saved all but one shot in net 
as Bacon’s defense held a second straight oppo-
nent to a single goal.  

Alyssa Blanchette - Bacon Academy (Soc-
cer): Blanchette scored the only goal of the 
match as the Bobcats beat Ledyard 1-0 on Sept. 
28. Blanchette, a sophomore, supplied the of-
fense and the defense blanked their fourth op-
ponents this season with junior goalie Arianna 
Pennington in net. As on Monday, Bacon Acad-
emy is riding a six-game winning streak and has 
an overall record of 6-1-1.  

Eric Medvecky - Portland High School 
(Soccer): Medvecky, the team’s goalie, had a key 
save on a penalty kick and stopped all but one 
shot as the Highlanders beat New Britain 3-1 on 
Sept. 30. Medvecky also has a rare assist from 
his goalie position, helping a balanced offense 
that received goals from Alex Dawson, Gio Dis-
cenza, and Tyler Quinn. As of Tuesday, Portland 
is riding a five-game winning streak and next 
plays at Coventry High School on Saturday, Oct. 
7 at 6 p.m. 

Hayden Burke - Portland High School 
(Cross-Country): Burke placed fifth overall at 
the Shoreline Conference Small Schools League 
Meet at Old Lyme High School on Sept. 27. The 
sophomore finished the course in 18:43 — the 
fastest time of any underclassmen in the event 
— and his twin brother, Breckin Burke, was the 
second fastest underclassmen, placing seventh 
with a time of 18:55.   

Mackenzie Player - East Hampton High 
School (Volleyball): Player was both produc-
tive and consistent last week as the Bellringers 
swept three games, defeating Coginchaug Re-
gional, Old Lyme, and North Bradford. Player, 
a senior, combined for 16 kills, 15 digs, and 12 
aces in the three games, in which the Bellring-
ers won all nine sets. To close the week, Player 
had a season-high six aces in the win over North 
Branford, which improved the Bellringers to 9-1 
this season with a home match slated for today 
(Friday, Oct. 6) against Hale Ray at 6 p.m.

Jocelyn Gustavson - East Hampton High 
School (Cross-Country): Gustavson finished 
sixth overall at the 64th Nonnewaug XC Invita-
tional in Woodbury on Sept. 30. Gustavson ran 
a 21:03, beating out 46 fellow competitors and 
finishing with the fastest time of any sophomore 
who competed. The Bellringers will next host a 
meet, welcoming Morgan and Portland to East 
Hampton High School next Wednesday (Oct. 
11), starting at 3:30 p.m.

To nominate an athlete for a Rivereast Stand-
out or with sports-related comments, email 
joshhowardsports@gmail.com.

Police News
9/20: Anthony Robinson, 27, of 6 Edgerton 

St., was arrested and charged with third-degree 
strangulation, third-degree assault and breach 
of peace, Portland Police said.

9/25: John Coppola, 44, of Middletown, was 
arrested and charged with violation of a protec-
tive order, police said.

Blessing of the Animals 
In remembrance of Patron Saint of the Ani-

mals St. Francis of Assisi, the Blessing of the 
Animals will take place Saturday, Oct. 7, at 11 
a.m., on the Rectory lawn of St. Mary Church, 
45 Freestone Ave.

All pets – furry, scaly, feathery, as well as 
stuffed animals – are welcome to receive a bless-
ing from the Rev. John Antonelle.  This gather-
ing is open to all members of the community.

Rain date is Saturday, Oct. 14, at 11 a.m.

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  

Methodist Church Planning Holiday Bazaar
Portland United Methodist Church is plan-

ning its Nov. 18 Holiday Bazaar. The event 
will feature hand-crafted gifts, a bake sale, and 
several kinds of soups. 

A portion of the proceeds will go to charity.
In the new year, the pastor is planning a 

series of Wednesday night Child-Friendly 
Quiche, Coffee, Cookies and Questions Sup-
pers in her Portland home for residents con-
sidering becoming part of our fellowship but 

having questions about God, the Bible, and the 
United Methodist Church. Reservations will 
be necessary.

Portland United Methodist Church is a 
member of the United Methodist New Eng-
land Conference. Its pastor is the Rev. Judith 
Johnson-Siebold, who lives with her husband, 
Allen, in their Portland home. She may be 
reached at 518-729-8215 and/or johnsieb60@
gmail.com.
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Proud to Be Running
To the Editor:

A little about me: I attended MIT studying 
chemistry and had a National Merit Scholar-
ship. My family had little money, my father was a 
postman and my mother was a seamstress. I then 
went to Columbia University and earned a PhD in 
physical chemistry with a NASA Traineeship and 
working. I worked for 38 years for Praxair doing 
research and development and technology plan-
ning. My wife, Jan, was a high school chemistry 
teacher. When I retired, Jan and I bought an is-
land here in East Hampton and downsized from 
one house to seven houses. We’re not very good 
at numbers. 

In East Hampton I have been very involved 
with community service including Rotary, the 
Lake Commission, the Clean Energy Task Force, 
the Library Board and others. Jan and I have three 
daughters two teachers and a school counselor. 
When Jan passed we created a scholarship to ben-
efit women who want to pursue a career in Science.

On the Town Council I hope to use my knowl-
edge and analytical skills to help East Hampton go 
in a direction that will benefit the current and fu-
ture residents. 

I am proud to be running for East Hampton 
Town Council with fellow Democrats: Richard 
Knotek, Dean Markham, Karen Wanat and Jordon 
Werme.

Jack Solomon – East Hampton 
Candidate for Town Council

Time for Change 
To the Editor:

Through Colchester’s long budget season this 
year, public comment sessions at the Board of Fi-
nance meetings were sometimes contentious and 
heated. One frequent commenter, however, stood 
out as always asking smart, clarifying questions 
and doing it in a reasonable and respectful man-
ner. That person was Karen Belding.

I support Karen’s candidacy for the Colchester 
Board of Finance. She has the education and work 
experience to do a great job, with an MBA and a 
career managing multimillion-dollar projects. She 
has a long history of volunteerism in town, for St. 
Andrew’s church and many other groups. She’s 
served as the president of the Colchester Baseball 
and Softball League and gives her time to coaching 
youth sports. 

I was just volunteering alongside Karen this past 
Friday night for Bacon Academy’s Project Gradu-
ation. I enjoyed having the chance to talk with her 
and get to know her better. She will bring a calm 
and respectful voice to the Board of Finance, as 
well as a thorough attention to detail and a willing-
ness to listen to all points of view. 

The Democrats’ other candidate for Board of 
Finance, Scott Chapman, also brings great expe-
rience as a business owner working in financial 
planning and investment portfolio management, 
and an active member of Colchester Business As-
sociation. Scott’s military career in the U.S. Navy 

Standing for Seniors
To the Editor:

One of my top priorities if elected will be to 
work with the Senior Center to bridge gaps around 
transportation for medical appointments and oth-
er areas where we are falling short!

The Commission on Aging along with the Se-
nior Center recently just implemented a ‘Commu-
nity Cares’ volunteer program that will offer peo-
ple, not just seniors assistance with chores around 
homes or apartments, shopping needs and driving 
them to appointments. This is a great service for 
our town!

Look, I get it! My husband and I took care of 
my parents and we were fortunate to have great 
employers who supported us to make allowances 
in our work to take them for cancer treatments. 
We were grateful to have that flexibility but I know 
many of you do not! That’s why when it comes to 
looking at our aging population we need to look 
at affordability so they can remain in their homes, 
energy services, taxes and transportation services 
that will go beyond the senior center.

I hope I can count on your support on Nov. 7!
Respectfully,

Deb Cunningham – East Hampton
Candidate for Town Council

Eleisha LeMay for BOE
To the Editor:

The more time I spend getting to know Eleisha 
LeMay, who is running for Hebron Board of Edu-
cation, the more enthusiastic I get about Hebron’s 
future. Eleisha is far from a politician. She’s a local 
mother who works as a school administrator, so 
she understands both sides. She brings with her a 
knowledge of best practices with regards to school 
policy and procedure as well as an awareness of 
the realities of the post-pandemic classroom. With 
over 20 years’ experience, Eleisha has the experi-
ence the Hebron Board of Education needs. 

I encourage you to learn more about Eleisha, as 
well as the rest of the Democratic slate in Hebron. 
Go to Hebrondems.com to read more about why 
you should support Democrats this Nov. 7! 

John Matra – Hebron
Candidate, Board of Selectmen

Colchester’s Bernie Sanders
Dear Colchester Residents, 

The Democratic candidate for first selectman, 
Bernie Dennler, is a self-proclaimed democratic 
socialist. His Twitter username reveals his admira-
tion of Bernie Sanders. Recently on social media 
Bernie attempted to distance himself by claiming 
he only supports universal healthcare. That’s not 
exactly Grand Canyon distances, but let’s consider 
what that means for us.

Let’s propose that a loved one is unresponsive 
and needs medical help. You will dial 911 and 
start a chain-reaction that is second to none in the 
world. Immediately Colchester’s first responders 
are activated; police, fire and EMS – they will speed 
to your home. They will work to exhaustion for 
one goal, to keep your loved one alive and get them 
to a hospital. If necessary, they will arrange heli-
copter transportation to the best hospitals. Once 
at the hospital, highly trained doctors and nurses 
with the best equipment will treat your loved one 
and with God’s grace save their life. From the 911 
call to discharge from the hospital, no one cared 
about your politics, sexual orientation, skin color, 
or bank account. They spared no expense to save 
a life. That commitment to preserve human life is 
not inexpensive. In a non-emergency situation, 
we have the opportunity to receive elective proce-
dures that people abroad travel to the USA for. 

Countries who embrace socialized medicine 
inevitably ration services to maintain affordability. 

State the Facts
To the Editor:

In his recent letter to the Rivereast, Mr. Engel-
hardt referenced “wants versus needs” in the most 
recent East Hampton budget referendum which 
passed on the second town vote.

A few of his misstatements of fact need to be 
corrected. 

Mr. Engelhardt incorrectly insinuates that the 
Republican-controlled Board of Finance and 
Town Council wanted to “cut” funds for teachers. 
Absolutely untrue.

Both boards clearly stated that no teachers or 
student programs were to be cut. Neither Town 
Council nor Board of Finance can direct where 
reductions are made. That is determined by the 
school superintendent who within 24 hours had 
made his pronouncement on the number of teach-
ers and specifically which teachers he had decided 
would be cut if the budget failed. Again, his deci-
sion and not that of BoF or TC.

Even though this proposal passed, 744 voters 
thought it was still too high while 667 thought it 
was too low.

Reductions in proposed increases are not a cut, 
Mr. Engelhardt. It is simply a lesser increase of 
what someone wanted to receive. This year’s re-
duced request did not result in the elimination of 
any teachers or programs.

As for the police lieutenant proposed for the 
support of the Accountability compliance, the ma-

Coyle Proven Leader
To the Editor:

The bottom line is that Colchester will be bet-
ter served with Rosemary Coyle on the Board of 
Selectmen. She brings historic knowledge, tireless 
dedication and bipartisan leadership to the new 
Democratic team. The residents of Colchester 
know that Rosemary has always listened to them, 
and taken action to make Colchester a great place 
to live for young and old. 

Rosemary Coyle has earned your vote, no mat-
ter your party. She will certainly get my vote on 
Nov. 7.

Sincerely,
Karen Romero – Colchester

Zitkus & Fodaski
To the Editor:

Frank Zitkus has devoted years to supporting 
and furthering the Hebron we see around us ev-
ery day. Frank’s tireless work on the Planning and 
Zoning has helped preserve Hebron’s rural land-
scape, productive farmland, pristine watercourses 
and historic features. All this, while being aware of 
the pressures on the town for appropriate commer-
cial development and housing Without people like 
Frank, Hebron would be a poorer place in which to 
live. Janet Fodaski has over 30 years in budget and 
expense management and will bring those solid 
skills to help Planning and Zoning choose how we 
spend our valuable resources.

It is only a few weeks to the election and I ask 
you to vote for Frank Zitkus and Janet Fodaski for 
Planning and Zoning, and for Davis Howell as Al-
ternate, on Nov. 7.

Please vote only the Democrat Row A on No-
vember’s ballot to make Hebron an even better 
place to live.

Sincerely,
David Rose

Member, Hebron Democratic
Town Committee

Candidate for Board of Assessment Appeals

Later Start Times
To the Editor:

Schools should implement later start times. In 
2023, high school and college students develop 
sleep disorders due to early school start times and 
homework loads conflicting with busy schedules. 
Marcy Sanders, Ph.D., states that a primary fac-
tor for college students staying up late is because 
working in front of a computer screen alerts the 
body rather than relaxing it. Statistics from Medi-
cal News Today state that 20% of college students 
stay up all night at least once a month while 35% 
stay up until 3 in the morning once a week. Ac-
cording to the CDC, adolescents should be getting 
eight to ten hours of sleep yet 68.4% state that they 
sleep less than seven hours per night. 

The American Sleep Academy maintains that 
adolescents and young adults who do not get the 
recommended amount of sleep are more prone to 
perform poorly in school, obesity, symptoms of 
depression, and the use of substances such as to-
bacco and alcohol, and car accidents. The amount 
of sleep students get impacts their mental welfare 
and safety. 

More than a fourth of adolescents in Connecti-
cut report poor mental health. Connecticut has 
the fourth earliest start times in the United States 
contributing to this statistic. In 2022, the Con-
necticut average school start time was 7:39 a.m. 
The current school start times within Connecticut 
promote poor academic performance and men-
tal welfare among students and compromise the 
safety of adolescents. Meir Kryger, MD, asserts 
that adequate amounts of sleep correlate with aca-
demic success and productivity. Therefore, schools 
should start no earlier than 8 a.m.

Logan Brown – Colchester

Asking for Your Vote
To the Editor:

I moved to Colchester 22 years ago. We love the 
feeling of the town and found it the perfect place to 
call home. The schools were great, and there were 
many things to get involved in with our family. 
I worked in Southbury for IBM overseeing their 
accounts payable receivables and managing their 
corporate accounts and in 2005 decided to become 
a full-time stay at home mom. It wasn’t a long time 
before I started finding things to be involved with 
in town with my son David. I joined the MOMS 
club where I met many friends and also found a 
part-time job working for the Colchester Business 
Association. It was a great mix and allowed me to 
spend time with my family and become active in 
the community.

I was the CBA clerk for nine years and really 
enjoyed my time working for the members on the 
Board of Directors. In 2009, I joined the Colches-
ter Lions Club and in 2015 was elected as presi-
dent. It was really during this time that I saw how 
important it was to be part of the town of Colches-
ter, and it was during this time as a member of the 
Lions Club I was able to see firsthand the value that 
volunteering can bring to town.

During the pandemic, when residents were 
struggling, I worked with Lions from all across 
Connecticut to bring Farmers to Families food 
boxes to Colchester and assisted in a one-day food 
delivery of over 300 boxes of food. I also joined a 
team of people who sewed surgical gowns made 
from Tyvek materials, sewed face masks, and 
worked with other lions who obtained disaster 
grants to buy disinfected supplies. The Colches-
ter fire department as well as both nursing homes 
received a supply of donations. I am proud of the 
work that I do with the Lions Club and very proud 
to serve the community.

I did all of this while serving the town for the 
last eight years as the Colchester Tax Collector. 

Town Needs Change
Colchester Neighbors:

Autumn is upon us and campaign season is in 
full swing! Municipal elections are often over-
looked and have low voter turnout. Yet, they are 
the most important as they determine the quality 
of our life from roads to the education our chil-
dren receive. It’s no secret that Colchester has had 
its share of negative attention the last two years. 
Personally, I am excited for the change that this 
town so desperately needs. That starts with real, ef-
fective leadership with Bernie Dennler as first se-
lectman. Bernie has tremendous experience with 
competent leadership and communication skills. 
Both in his work life and volunteer time with the 
town, he has proven to be the true bipartisan lead-
er that Colchester needs. 

The rest of the Democratic team including 
Rosemary, Denise, Dave, Michele, Gayle, Scott, 
Karen, Stefanie, Michelle, Chris, Sean, Krista, and 
Andrew will restore civility and competence at 
Town Hall.

Jo-Ann Holmes – Colchester 

Wanat for Town Council 
To the Editor:

I met Karen Wanat in 2017 and served with her 
on the PTO board for the last several years. I have 
witnessed Karen put her heart and soul into her 
many volunteer efforts; she does everything with 
110 percent. Examples of Karen’s leadership in-
clude: PTO fundraisers earning tens of thousands 
of dollars for the schools each year; Chatham Girl 
Scout service leader which includes 11 troops and 
115 girls; Center School play director, putting on a 
top quality production while raising funds to build 
the program for future. If Karen’s name is associ-
ated with something, you can be sure it will be a 
success. The care and dedication she puts into her 
roles is unmatched.

This past spring, Karen found herself as a grass-
roots advocate for the schools and town at budget 
time. She met with town officials, asked valuable 
questions, researched, educated and shared in-
formation. I believe that without her efforts, the 
school budget would not have been restored. 

Karen is a valuable member of our commu-
nity. She is a thoughtful and dedicated individual 
and has left positive and lasting impacts on East 
Hampton. This is why the community should trust 
her to serve as a member of the Town Council. 

Sincerely, 
Julie Foulis – East Hampton 

Supports Smyzel
To the Editor:

Good day Hebron voters. I would recommend 
that you consider re-electing to the BOE, Allyson 
Smyzel. She is a person who brings to the board 
special and unique skills..In her professional life, 
she works with children with problems and ad-
dictions. As a result, her skills and knowledge are 
immeasurable. Also, her warm, friendly personal-
ity shows in her ability to work for the community 
and directly, the BOE. I feel that, to not reelect her 
to the board would be a horrible loss to the town.

Thank you, 
Daniel Larson – Amston

Note: Larson is chair of the Hebron Board of Se-
lectmen, but said he is speaking as an individual.

Riley for Selectmen
To the Editor:

On Nov. 7, it is important that Hebron look to 
elect candidates who are familiar with the town, 
who have made a point to extend relationships 
beyond political affiliation and who have a prov-
en track record of leadership, volunteerism and 
success. Claudia Riley encompasses all this and 
more. Her history of service includes board mem-
berships of the Hebron Center Nursery School, 
RHAM Youth Football & Lacrosse, St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, the Hebron PTA, RHAM High 
School Football & Lacrosse and The Town Center 
Project, a local non-profit. Claudia is no stranger 
to rolling up her sleeves and getting to work, and 
she believes in the importance of listening to our 
community members. She is committed to im-
proving our town and to being an advocate for all! 

Please support Claudia Riley for Hebron Board 
of Selectmen.

Eleisha LeMay – Hebron

Matra for BOS
To the Editor:

I support John Matra for Hebron Board of Se-
lectmen. John is full of energy and good ideas! His 
vision for Hebron combines preserving our histor-
ic, rural character with sustainable development 
that takes Hebron into the future. President of the 
Amston Lake Association, John has strong ties to 
the community, where he has gained the love, trust 
and support of the Amston Lake community and 
beyond. He is dedicated to our seniors as well, par-
ticipating in delivering Meals on Wheels. He wants 
to find ways to make Hebron and Amston more 
affordable to our friends, neighbors, parents and 
grandparents who call Hebron home. 

Please vote for John Matra for Hebron Board of 
Selectmen. He’s the leader Hebron needs and de-
serves.

Cathy McSweeney – Amston

also speaks to his dedication to serving others. His 
financial know-how will be a benefit to the Board 
of Finance.

We need this change. I hope you’ll join me in 
voting for Karen Belding and Scott Chapman for 
Colchester’s Board of Finance on Nov. 7. They 
have the talents and skills to work with the rest of 
the board to make our Board of Finance meetings 
more productive, respectful, and responsive to 
citizens’ needs.

Sincerely,
Susie Milner – Colchester

I am the president of the New London Tax Col-
lectors Association and hold the board seat on 
the Connecticut Tax Collectors Association. I am 
proud to serve in all of these organizations and as-
sist residents with compassion and understanding.

On Nov. 7 I ask for your vote so I can continue 
to bring my skills and dedication to Town Hall.

Michele Wyatt
Colchester Tax Collector

Would Bernie Dennler socialize the town ambu-
lance services and ration care? What else is he will-
ing to socialize? That ideology is dangerous for our 
community.

Like Bernie Sanders, Bernie Dennler a politi-
cian that no one seriously considers for leadership. 
Anytime a society embraces socialism, massive tax 
hikes follow. Can our families and small businesses 
afford that?

This November, make a plan and vote! With a 
socialist on the ballot, your loved ones’ lives and 
financial well-being might depend on it.

Sincerely,
Michael B. Begun – Colchester
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Brayden

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

Tires, Coolant, Batteries, Headlight Restoration, 
Brake Lines, Radiators, Heat and more!

Fall is here and so is Northeast 
Auto & Truck to help you plan 
ahead and winterize your car!
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Public Invited to ‘Housing for All’ Forum
The public is invited to a forum to explore 

why and how rural communities can create 
more housing choices. The Housing for All fo-
rum will be held in person on Tuesday, Oct. 24, 
from 6:30-8 p.m., in the Parish Hall of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in Hebron.

In this Community Conversation, a panel of 
professionals will discuss the housing afford-
ability crisis throughout the state, including in 
rural communities like Hebron, Marlborough, 
Andover and Columbia. They will also high-
light funding opportunities and exciting efforts 
to create mixed-income housing. 

The panelists are: Brandon L. McGee, Jr., 
deputy commissioner of the Connecticut De-
partment of Housing; Pamela Krist Atwood, 
counselor and owner of Atwood Dementia 

Group; Carline Charmelus, collective impact 
and equity director for Partnership for Strong 
Communities; the Rev. Ronald Kolanowski, 
vice president of Commons Community De-
velopment Corporation and rector at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church; and Beth Sabilia, director of 
Center for Housing Equity and Opportunity of 
Eastern Connecticut

The discussion will be moderated by Hebron 
resident Claudia Tejada Riley, vice president and 
community liaison officer for Webster Bank.

Registration is required. To register, go to: ti-
nyurl.com/housing-for-all or visit the Coalition 
on Diversity & Equity (CoDE)’s website at www.
code-diversity.org. Any questions can be sent to 
code.diversity1@gmail.com.

St. Peter’s Harvest Festival
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its an-

nual Harvest Festival on Saturday, Oct. 7, from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and on Sunday, Oct. 8, from noon 
to 4 p.m., at the church, located at 30 Church St. 
(Route 85) in Hebron. The festival will feature 
pumpkins, gourds, corn stalks, mums, native-
grown apples and cider.

 There will be free hayrides, a bake table fea-
turing candy, preserves, pickles, pies and other 
seasonal goodies, a Fall- and Halloween-based 

tag sale, parishioner-made crafts, and vendors 
on both days.

 Lunch will be served both days, featuring hot 
dogs, hamburgers and pulled pork sandwiches.

 As part of the St. Peter’s outreach programs, 
a portion of the proceeds will go to the Hebron 
Historical Society. For more information, call 
the church at 860-228-3244 or visit www.StPe-
tersHebron.com.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham 
Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, which 
provides assistance to homeless adults. The 
shelter is now preparing for the overnight stay 
program, which starts Nov. 1. Needs are: Men’s: 
athletic crew and winter weight socks; sweat 
pants and hoodies (M,L,XL,2XL); and boxer 
briefs (M,L,XL,2XL). Women’s: athletic crew 
and winter weight socks; sports bras (M up to 
4XL); T-shirts (M and up); baby powder; tam-
pons, sweat pants and hoodies (M,L,XL,2XL); 

and briefs (sizes 8 and up). Cleaning Supplies: 
Size XL disposable latex-free gloves; Windex; 
toilet bowl cleaner; and shower cleaner. Gift 
Cards: $15 Stop & Shop for gas to assist people 
living in their cars; and $15-$25 Walmart cards 
to purchase items needed immediately. Please 
call to arrange the pick-up of gift cards. Miscel-
laneous: inexpensive ear buds; rain ponchos; 
hand warmers; office supplies – black Sharpies, 
masking tape and yellow highlighters; sturdy 
adult backpacks; washcloths; pillow cases; 
toothpaste & toothbrushes; first aid supplies; 
paper towels; toilet paper; and 13- and 55-gal-
lon trash bags. Place donations of goods in the 
designated collection box next to the church’s 
Cry Room. Place large quantities of donations 
in the Cry Room. For more information, call 
Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: Oct. 
6, Mob Land (R); Oct. 13, Jules (PG-13); Oct. 
20, Golda (PG). Bottled water and individually 
wrapped snacks will be provided. 

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Oct. 9, for Columbus Day.

Learn the Basics of CT Paid Leave Act: 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 6 p.m. This info session will 
also feature a hands-on application assistance 
event.

Confused About Medicare?: Tuesday, Oct. 
10, at 1 p.m., or Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 6 p.m. 
Learn the ins-and-outs of Medicare and the dif-
ferences between original Medicare and Medi-
care Advantage with Mark Macrina a local in-
surance agent.

Spooky Halloween Magic – Mind-Reading 
Show: Wednesday, Oct. 11, 6:30 p.m. Teens 
and adults are invited to this evening of spine-
tingling enchantment. The spirit guide will be 
Gregg Dwyer.

Meet and Greet New Library Director: Tues-
day, Oct. 17, 3-5 p.m. All are invited to stop by 
and meet new director Drusilla Carter. Refresh-
ments will be served in the community room.

Book Discussion: Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 7 
p.m., at the American Legion, located next door. 
Daisy Darker by Alice Feeney will be read and 
discussed. Copies of the book will be available 
for checkout at the Adult Circulation Desk, and 
also available on Libby. Must be over 21 to at-
tend. 

Bobcat: Connecticut’s Secretive Wild Cat: 
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 6:30 p.m. This presentation 
by Paul Colburn, certified master wildlife con-
servationist, focuses on the natural history of 
bobcats in Connecticut, and offers an overview 
of habitat, behavior and current research efforts. 
Bobcat artifacts will be shared with the audi-
ence.

Art for Anxiety: Wednesday, Oct. 25, 6 p.m. 
Amy from Studio 13 will lead guided medita-
tion and breathing exercises, then will take peo-
ple through a relaxing art process using water-
colors and ink. Registration is required as space 
is limited.

Help Plan Haunted Library!: Teens are invit-
ed on Wednesdays from 2:30-3:30 p.m. to help 
plan the Haunted Library. This event is sched-
uled for Oct. 21, and teens will plan to meet 
every Wednesday until the day of the event. 
Snacks will be provided and this will count to-
wards community service hours.

Chess Night: Pickup games are held every 
Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube at www.youtube.
com/@theworshipcenter9733.

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7-8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Upcoming meet-
ing: Oct. 8.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typi-
cally held the first Friday of each month from 6-9 
p.m. at the church.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for a 
link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Upcoming Community Events: The Wor-
ship Center will participate in both the Hebron 
Harvest Moon Festival (Oct. 21, booth in front 
of Ted’s) and Trunk or Treat (Oct. 27 at Burnt 
Hill Park) with games, giveaways and candy. All 
are welcome. 

Donations Sought for HIHS: The Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services (HIHS) food pantry is 
in critical need, and The Worship Center is help-
ing to collect monetary, food and goods dona-
tions. Items can be dropped off at the church on 
Sunday mornings, or donate directly to HIHS at 
26 Pendleton Dr., Hebron; hours are Tuesday/
Thursday 8 a.m.-6 p.m., and Friday, noon-5 p.m. 
Contact HIHSCT.org to give online, or email hs-
foodpantry@gmail.com for more information.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Free Bird Walk
The Hartford Audubon Society is spon-

soring a free bird walk at Raymond brook 
preserve Saturday, Oct 7. Meet up at 7:30 
a.m. at the Church Street entrance to the 
preserve parking lot. Bring binoculars if you 
have them. 

Participants will walk the trails, taking 
about two hours to look for birds. Attendees 
are then invited to convene at Flour Girl Café 
after the walk for coffee and conservation 
conversation.  

Rain date is Sunday, Oct. 8, at the same 
time.

For more information, email gvonp27@
gmail.com.

All of God’s Children… October is the month for “Scarecrows on Main Street.” 
This year’s entry by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church features five scarecrows of diverse 
ethnic groups and orientation, expressed by different skin tones, representing all 
of God’s children equally. People can visit the scarecrows along both sides of Main 
Street all month, and then vote for their favorite at the Harvest Moon Festival, 
sponsored by the Town Center Project, on Saturday, Oct. 21.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Gary Boye.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. People 
can also watch live online at www.facebook.
com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Fundraiser for “Elaina’s Lift”: Dec. 2; this 
will be a craft fair and free quilt show. Inter-
ested vendors can request more information at 

CLCHebron.Fellowship@gmail.com.
Caring Shepherds: Caring Shepherds dis-

tributes household and hygiene items, as well 
as food pantry staples, Bibles, and prayers. For 
more information, call Caring Shepherds Min-
istry at 860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open to 
all walks of faith. Ande Shutler is director. Call 
860-228-5134 for more information. Applica-
tion forms are at www.clecchebron.org.
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-WASH

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

R
E6

-1
8-

21

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $21
Juniors & Seniors $18

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

860-888-2428

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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Residents Graduate
Hebron residents Alena Redzic, Ian Small 

and Jillian Wilson recently graduated from the 
University of Hartford.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many 

summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Ghost Run Half Marathon: The parks and 
recreation departments of Hebron, Colches-
ter, and East Hampton are collaborating along 
with the state Department of Energy and En-
vironmental Protection to host the 20th an-
nual Ghost Run on the 13.1-mile certified half 
marathon Air LineTrail course. Registration fee 
is $45 per individual runner, and $100 per relay 
team. Runners registered by Oct. 8 will receive 
a T-Shirt. Registration deadline is Nov. 1. Pre-
registration is required; there will be no regis-
tration on race day. Race day is Saturday Nov. 
4 starting at 9 a.m. Register at runsignup.com/
Race/Events/CT/Hebron/AirLineTrailGhost-
Run

Youth Basketball: Registration runs through 
Oct. 22 for the Recreational and Travel basket-
ball programs, open to grades K-12. Visit the 
Parks and Rec. website for more information.

Trunk or Treat: Friday, Oct. 27, 5-7 p.m., at 
the Burnt Hill Pavilion. There will be trunk-or-
treating, pumpkin-decorating, bounce houses, 
wagon rides and music. Decorated vehicles are 
needed; if anyone is interested in decorating 
their vehicle, contact Parks and Rec. to sign up.

Halloween Paint Party: Tuesday, Oct. 24, 4 

p.m., at the Parks and Recreation office, 148 East 
St. Ages 8 and up are invited to join in step-by-
step painting a spooky Halloween kitty. All ma-
terials and instruction are included. Cost: $25.

30+ Basketball: Drop-in games for all skill 
levels ages 30 and over. Tuesdays through Nov. 
21, from 7-9 p.m., at the RHAM High School 
main gym. Cost is $3 (cash only) each visit.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, Oct. 
30, 5-6:30 p.m., for boys and girls ages 8-13 who 
are preparing to start staying home alone. This 
interactive course will cover safety concerns 
parents have when their children are by them-
selves. Cost is $45.

Restorative Yoga and Sound Bath: Thurs-
day, Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m, at the Douglas Li-
brary community room. Enjoy 60 minutes of 
restorative yoga, focused on extended holds, 
deep breathing, and calming the body with the 
soothing sounds of gongs and Tibetan bowls. 
Suitable for all bodies and skill levels. Led by 
Amie Meacham (YTT-200 Certified Yoga In-
structor) and Amy Ordonez, Artist/Sound 
Healer. Fee: $25.

After School Holiday Crafting: Mondays, 
Nov. 20, 27 and Dec. 4, 11, for grades 3-6, at the 
Hebron Elementary School library. In this pro-
gram, students will listen to holiday music and 
participate in a new craft each session. Cost is 
$100.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more in-
formation and full program descriptions, call the 
senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior center 
newsletter is online at tinyurl.com/3xfm862d. 
For more information, contact the senior center 
or look to the senior newsletter. 

Bus Trip to Cracker Barrel: Tuesday, Oct. 
24, leaving at 11 a.m. and returning approxi-
mately 2 p.m. Travel to the Cracker Barrel in 
East Windsor for lunch and browsing in their 
store. Cost for the bus is $5, lunch is on your 
own. Seating is limited.

Tips for Cooking for 1 or 2: Tuesday, Oct. 
31, 10:30 a.m. Lindsey Kent, registered dietitian 
at ShopRite, will lead a talk all about cooking for 
1 or 2. This event is free. 

Mason Jar & Rock Painting: Wednesday, 
Oct. 11, 10:30 a.m. All supplies included; cost is 
$5 per person. If you’d like to stay for lunch that 
day ($3 suggested donation), sign up by Tues-
day, Oct. 10, at 9:30 a.m. 

Flu/COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic: Wednesday, 
Oct. 18, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., sponsored by 
Chatham Health. Ages 18 and above are also 
welcome. It is expected the new COVID-19 
vaccine will be available. Pre-registration not 
required.

RHAM Bingo: Held the third Wednesday of 
each month beginning Oct. 18, from 2:30-4 p.m. 
The games will be run by the RHAM National 
Honor Society students. The games are free and 
prizes are awarded. To sign up, call the center.

Chatham Health Monthly Presentation: 
Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2 p.m., dealing with lung 
health. There will be raffle prize giveaways for 
the participants. 

Watercolor or Acrylic Art Class: Fridays, 
Oct. 20 and 27, 12:15-2:15 p.m. Cost of class is 
$25.00. Pre-registration by Oct. 17 is required. 

Lunch & Learn: Wednesday, Oct. 25, noon, 
at the senior center, sponsored by Marlborough 
Health and Rehab. Heather Hitchcock, CDP 
Bristol Health community educator, will present 
more information on dementia. Bagged lunch 
will be either turkey or tuna sandwich, chips, 
a big cookie, and water. Deadline to register is 
Monday, Oct. 23, by 10 a.m.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Fridays at noon. 
Upcoming schedule: Walmart, Fridays, Oct. 6 
and 27; Stop and Shop, Oct. 13; Big Y, Oct. 20. 
Pickups begin at 8:30 a.m. Pre-registration is re-
quired by the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. 

Massage Therapy: By appointment Mon-
days from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Thursdays from 
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Massage therapist Beverly 
Williams will perform 25-minute (for $25) or 
50-minute (for $50) chair or table massages or 
hot stone massages. Call the senior center to 

make an appointment. 
Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 

and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some programs 
have a fee, some are free, and most require 
pre-registration. Detailed information is in the 
monthly newsletter or at the senior center. Ex-
ercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration 
required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom. Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Ca-
nasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamping, 
1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m. via Zoom; RHAM Bingo the third Wednes-
day of each month from 2:30-4 p.m., starting in 
October. Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sun-
shine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-
3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fit-
ness, 9-10 a.m. via Zoom; Fun with Stitches Open 
Quilting Group, first and third Fridays of the 
month, 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.; Created to Create 
Open Arts Group, second and fourth Fridays of 
the month, 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Faith, Film and Food: Friday, Oct. 6. Bring a 
dish to share. Dinner starts at 6 p.m., followed 

by desert and a movie.
Card-Making with Gayle: All are welcome to 

register for the next event, which will be Thurs-
day, Oct. 26, at 6 p.m.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s: Saturday, Oct. 28. 
All are invited to join the GCC Team or donate 
at act.alz.org (just follow the links for the Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s and search for Gilead Con-
gregational Church). To further support this 
cause, there will be a chili bake-off on Oct. 15, 
following worship, and a bake sale on Oct. 22, 
also following worship.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., holds two services of Holy Eucharist 
each week, at 8 and 10 a.m. All are invited to the 
church hall for coffee and conversation after the 
services. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m.; Fellowship Café (Memory 
Workshop): every Tuesday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
Buildings and Grounds Committee: first Tues-
days, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Wednes-

days at 10 a.m.; Vestry: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; 
Building Networks International, Fridays, 7:30 
a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Farmers Market Returns
The Hebron Farmers and Artisans Market 

returns Saturday, Oct. 7, from 9 a.m.-noon, 
at the Hebron Elementary School on Church 
Street.

This will be the last market of the 2023 sea-
son and will feature some great vendors such 
as Friendly Spirit farm, In All Dairness farm, 
Black Cat White Dog farm, LaStella Italian 
Market, Cottage Gardens Bakery, Hebron 
Sportsman’s Club, Ladybugz Bakery, and live 
music from the Bruce Phelps jazz duo.

Absentee Ballots for Election 
Absentee ballots for the Nov. 7 municipal 

election are now available at the town clerk’s 
office located at 15 Gilead St. 

To request an absentee ballot, complete and 
submit an application, online, by mail or in 
person, to the Town Clerk, Town Office Build-
ing, 15 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. There is 
a ballot drop box located at the front door of 
the Town Office Building that can be used for 

depositing applications and ballots at any time. 
Town office hours are: Monday through 

Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 860-228-5971 ext. 125.

In-person voting for the Nov. 7 election 
will be held at Hebron Elementary School, 92 
Church St. Polls will be open from 6 a.m.-8 
p.m. 

Generations of Drum Production
Alexa Odoy of the Marlborough Junior An-

cient Fife and Drum Corps will lead a presen-
tation on the history of fifing and drumming 
at Old Town Hall, 26 Main St., on Wednesday, 
Oct. 18. The program, which is offered by the 
Hebron Historical Society, will begin at 7 p.m.

The colonial music style of fifing and drum-
ming has been kept alive throughout the centu-
ries, in large part due to the efforts of Connecti-
cut musicians. Over the years, fife and drum 
corps have proven to be not only a military tool, 
but a source of some of the state’s finest artists. 

The most renowned drum makers of the 19th 
century were the Brown family, hailing from 
what is now known as Bloomfield. Rudimental 
drummers across the country are dedicated to 
the preservation of these historical artifacts.

In Odoy’s presentation, she will discuss the 
significance of Connecticut’s fife and drum 
tradition, the history of the Brown family, and 
her experience restoring a Brown-made snare 
drum.

All are invited to the program. Donations are 
appreciated.

Cookie-Decorating Class
All are invited to a cookie-decorating class 

hosted by Sweet Meg’s Creations on Saturday, 
Oct. 21, from 10 a.m.-noon, at the Hebron 
Church of Hope.

Get into the Halloween spirit as we show you 
how to create spooky and cute cookie designs. 
This in-person event is for all ages and skill lev-
els. Refreshments provided. 

Admission is $55, with a portion of the pro-
ceeds benefiting The Town Center Project. Re-
serve your spot at tinyurl.com/5n6nkdt7. For 
more information, call 860-208-8466.
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

30% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance salesEmail your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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CHAINCHAIN
SALESALE

We make chains to fit ANY chainsaw!

120 Linwood Avenue, Colchester
860-537-3431 • 1-800-545-GANO

Visit us online at www.ganos.com
Monday - Friday 8:00 - 6:00 • Saturday 8:00 - 5:00

Buy One Chain,
Get One ½ Price!

Higher price prevails. Limit 10 per customer.

Sale 9/16/23

thru 10/14/23
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Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10 
a.m. Worship is streamed live every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the wor-
ship service. All children in the community are 
welcome and invited to attend Sunday School.  
Contact Gwen Lawson at the church office at 
office@marlcongchurch.org for more informa-
tion.   

Oct. 8: The service will be led by singer and 
songwriter Steve Pozzato. Pozzato serves the 
church as its Christian Education chair and is 
studying for ministry.

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by 
Seaver and meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. up-
stairs in the lounge. All are welcome. 

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshipers to bring their donations.

AA: Meets downstairs in the Great Hall with 
three scheduled meetings: Wednesdays at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m., and Thursdays at 
noon.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: The shop is 
open Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., through Dec. 23. 
For more information, contact the church of-
fice. The shop sells year-round through eBay at 
bit.ly/MCCebay. 

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
Pastor Val Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 
or email pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. Trans-
portation is Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
call 36 hours in advance of your appointment to 
guarantee a ride.

Also, the Food Bank is located at 3 Wilhenger 
Drive (860-295-6008) and is open every Tues-
day from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The 
food bank is open to qualified residents in need 
of food.

Monday, Oct. 9: Closed for Columbus Day.
Tuesday, Oct. 10: Meals on Wheels, noon. 
Wednesday, Oct. 11: Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 

p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon.; Not Just Quil-
ters, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Meals on Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: kielbasa, mus-
tard, caramelized onions, paprika-seasoned 
diced potatoes, Prince Edward vegetables, 100% 
whole wheat bread, fresh fruit, cookie; setback, 

1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Dancers, 5-7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 12: Transportation, 8 a.m.; 

Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Meals on Wheels, 
noon; PD Exercise w/ Anne, 3-4 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 13: Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals on Wheels, 
noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Home-Baked 
Cookie Day! Menu: quiche, Lyonnaise potatoes, 
vegetable medley, garlic knot, cookie; Cards, 1-4 
p.m.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

Lifelong Learning: Offered in collaboration 
with UConn Extension. Registration forms are 
available at Marlborough Senior Center.

Flu Shot Clinic: Tuesday, Oct. 17, 10 a.m.-
noon.

Art Classes
The Marlborough Arts Center is offering a 

class in creative journaling for teens, with par-
ents welcome to participate. Classes will meet 
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m., through Nov. 8. Instruc-
tor Susan Hourihan will guide the class in using 
creative techniques to work through anxieties.

One-session drop-ins are accepted; drop-in 
fee is $60. Registration forms are available at 
www.marlborougharts.org.

For more information, please call the Arts 
Center at 860-467-6353 or email Susan: susan-
hourihan1994@gmail.com.

Openings on
Commissions

The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 
looking for people to join one of the following 
commissions:  

Economic and Community Development 
alternate, Water Pollution Control Authority 
regular seat plus two alternates. The application 
form can be accessed at www.marlboroughct.
net; the link is at the bottom of the page on the 
left-hand side.

For more information about any of these 
commissions, email CEO@marlborough.ct.net.

Resident on Soccer Team
Bradley Lim of Marlborough plays midfield 

this fall for the men’s soccer team at Eastern 
Connecticut State University.

Lim is a first-year student who majors in 
computer science. 

Community Sing
Tonight

Carolyn Brodginski of Seat of Our Pants 
invites the community to attend a free sing-
a-long upstairs in the lounge at Marlborough 
Congregational Church,  35 South Main St., 
tonight, Friday, Oct. 6, at 7 p.m. 

Words and cords are provided for over 
100 songs and all singers and musicians are 
welcome to this monthly sing-a-long. Feel 
free to bring a healthy snack. Enter through 
the yellow front doors of the church. 

Additional Community Sings will be held 
Nov. 3 and Dec. 1.

Truck or Treat at MCNS
Marlborough Cooperative Nursery School 

will hold Truck or Treat Saturday, Oct. 21, from 
2-5 p.m., at the school, 35 S. Main St. 

There will be trucks, kids’ activities, trick or 
treat, food trucks, raffles, face-painting, dance 
lessons by Alyson’s School of Dance, a costume 
contest, and more.

Cost is $5/person or $20/family.

Residents Graduate
Marlborough residents Kyle Dickinson, Gar-

rett Kleinhen and Nathan Green recently gradu-
ated from the University of Hartford.

Tag Sale Saturday
The Marlborough Town-Wide Tag Sale 

will be held Saturday, Oct. 7, from 8:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

Tag sale maps are available online at 
marlboroughct.recdesk.com, as well as at 
Town Hall, Richmond Library or the Rec-
reation Department. For more information, 
call 860-295-6203.

Calling All Artists and Fine Crafters
The Marlborough Arts Center is accepting 

submissions for its Holiday Art and Gift Sale, 
which will take place Fridays through Sundays 
from Nov. 10 to Dec. 9.

Artists may display up to five paintings. Craft-
ers may display small crafts subject to reason-
able space limitations. A fee of $10 is required. 
Items must be priced under $200.

Paintings and craft items can be dropped off 
at the Arts Center Saturday, Oct. 28, or Sunday, 
Oct. 29, from 1-4 p.m.

For more information and to download drop-
off forms, visit www.marlborougharts.org, call 
the Arts Center at 860-647-6363 or email marl-
boroughartscenter@gmail.com.

Masquerade 5K Road Race
The Marlborough Lions will hold their an-

nual Masquerade 5K Road Race Sunday, Oct. 
29, starting promptly at 10:30 a.m.

This certified 5K will feature runners in cos-
tume and will follow the same course around 
Lake Terramuggus as the Lions’ Memorial 
Day weekend race. The race will utilize elec-
tronic timing with computerized race results. 

Entry fee is $30 per runner. Shirts will be 
provided to those who pre-register by Oct. 15, 
with additional shirts being available on race 
day subject to availability. There is also a $60 
package price for families (immediate fam-
ily members only) participating in the race. 

Same-day registrations are accepted. Runners 
will start near the entrance to Blish Park on 
Park Road and will proceed on a course which 
circles Lake Terramuggus.

The Lions Club supports programs which 
address various issues including blindness, 
drug abuse prevention and diabetes awareness 
in addition to supporting local organizations 
such as the Marlborough food and fuel banks.

To register or for more information, call Li-
ons President Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 
or email meadams9182@hotmail.com. Regis-
tration forms are also available online at ItsY-
ourRace.com.
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2024 Medicare Annual Enrollment
This is the Time to Make Changes for 2024!

October 15th–December 7th

— HELPING PEOPLE IN THE AREA FOR 25 YEARS —
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent 9 organizations which offer 53 products in your area. Please 
contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all your options.

Aetna, Anthem, CarePartners,
Cigna, Connecticare, Humana,

United Healthcare, Wellcare

Dental Plans
Medigap Supplements

Advantage Plans
Call to discuss your Medicare choices & options
Office appointments available & encouraged

860-372-4967
185 Silas Deane Hwy. Wethersfield

natlhealth@aol.com

Joe Wroblewski & Associates llc
Please Call 

Joe & Laurie 
for a FREE, 

No-Obligation 
Consultation

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

RE6-11-21
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
NOW 

OPEN!
BE 

SAFE!
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SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

ALL YOUR FAVORITE CAKES & CHEESECAKES!

CIDER DONUTS 
ARE BACK!

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts,

Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994
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Call Hebron Travel to help 
you find your Pot of Gold!

An Enchanted Land of 
Breathtaking Landscapes, 

Picturesque Castles & Cozy Pubs

IRELANDIRELAND
The Emerald Isle

Parks and Rec Fall Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203.

Mad Science – Crazy Chemworks: Thurs-
days, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 12-Nov. 30 (no class 
Nov. 16 or 23), at Marlborough Elementary 
School. For grades 1-6. Learn about the tools 
scientists use in their laboratories, as well as at-
oms, molecules and reactions, acids and bases, 
fluorescence and phosphorescence. Fee: $115/
resident, $120/non-residents.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, Oct. 14, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. This class is de-
signed to prepare students in grades 6-8 to be 
safe when they’re home alone, watching young-
er siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $110/resident, 
$115/non-resident. 

Safe at Home: Tuesday, Oct. 17, 5:30-7 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center, for grades 4-6. 
Participants will learn skills designed to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Fee: $48/resi-
dent, $53/non-resident.

Artventures – Where the Wild Things Art!: 
Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 17-Nov. 28 (no 
class Nov. 7), at MES, for grades K-4. Kids will 
explore many whimsical and original art forms 
and techniques, discovering clay and collage, 
painting and drawing, mask-making and deco-
rating, and more. Fee: $115/resident, $120/non-
resident.  

Acrylic Landscape Painting: Wednesdays, 
3:30-5 p.m., from Oct. 18-Nov. 8, at MES, for 
grades 3-6. Students will be guided through the 
techniques of landscape painting. All materials 
are provided. Fee: $90/resident, $95/ non-resi-
dent.

Parents Night Out: For grades K-6. Fridays, 
Oct. 20, Nov. 17 and Dec. 15, 6-9 p.m., at the 

Marlborough Senior Center. Drop off the kids 
and enjoy an evening out at a movie, dinner or 
shopping for a few hours. Kids will have the op-
tion of participating in arts and crafts activities, 
games, sports or watching a movie. Pizza and 
beverages will be provided. Registration fee is 
$20 per child resident, $25 per child non-res-
ident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up. Days and times are flexible. Fee for four les-
sons: $200/residents, $205/non-residents. 

Adult Programs: Dog Obedience – Polite 
Dog Manners: Mondays, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Oct. 
2-23, at Marlborough Senior Center. These are 
beginner-level classes for dogs 5 months and 
older. Fee: $115/resident, $120/non-resident. 

Pickleball: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9-11 
a.m., at Blish Park tennis courts. There is no fee. 

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
Marlborough Elementary School, starting Oct. 
5. Fee: $5 per week. 

Zumba – Fall Session: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., 
at MES. Fee: $60/residents, $65/non-residents. 
There is a $10 drop-in fee. Start date to be de-
termined. 

Trips: Salem, Mass. (On Your Own): Satur-
day, Oct. 14. Trip Includes charter bus, free time 
in Salem and snacks/games with prizes on the 
bus. Registration fee is $80. Bus leaves from Put-
nam park and ride in Glastonbury at 7:15 a.m., 
and returns 7:30 p.m.

N.Y. Giants vs. N.Y. Jets: Sunday, Oct. 29, 1 
p.m., at Met Life Stadium. Trip includes char-
ter bus, upper-level end zone ticket to the game, 
cookout before the game, food after the game, 
cornhole tournament, pick’em pool, music, 
games and prizes on the bus. Fee is $335.00. Bus 
leaves from Putnam park and ride at 6:30 a.m. 
and returns at 8:30 p.m.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs: Cost of 
the sign is $50. Help emergency services per-
sonnel find your home without delay. Vertical 
sign is double sided 8” x 24” with 4” numbers 
on blue highway reflective metal. Order forms 
are online and at Town Hall.

Historical Society Upcoming Events
The Marlborough Historical Society has an-

nounced two upcoming events, to which all 
are invited. For more information on either 
program, visit marlboroughhistory.org, email 
mhs@marlboroughhistory.org, or call or text 
860-916-4031.

Cemetery Flashlight Tour: Sunday, Oct. 
22, 5:45 p.m. A guided tour through Marlboro 
Cemetery and Century Cemetery will be given 
by Romano Ghirlanda. Learn about some of the 
forgotten people buried in these historic cem-
eteries. Walking shoes are required. Flashlights 
are recommended. The tour meets at the Rich-
mond Memorial Library parking lot, and is free, 
but suggested donations of $10 to help support 

the Marlborough Preservation Society will be 
appreciated.

Historic Teas of the Past: Sunday, Nov. 5, 
1-4 p.m., at the Marlborough Arts Center, 231 
North Main St. This drop-in event is open to the 
public where different types of medicinal teas 
are available to sample. Have teas from the past 
and complimentary snacks. People can also ask 
questions, learn about historic teas, and enjoy a 
fall afternoon sipping tea with friends. Packaged 
teas will be available for purchase. Door prizes 
will be available. Entrance fee is $15; children 
under 12 are free. All proceeds go to support the 
Marlborough Preservation Society.

Harvest Sunday… The Congregational Church of Marlborough held its 15th 
annual Harvest Sunday on Sept. 24. Members bought produce from their gardens 
and it was blessed by Pastor Val Seaver and then brought over to the Food Bank 
where it was organized with the help of the Sunday School children.
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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jority of Republicans voted on TC in favor of the 
hiring. 

Hopefully both sides will make a concerted ef-
fort to work more closely for the betterment of the 
entire East Hampton community. However, bet-
ter communication has to be based on the correct 
statement of fact, so let’s hope we see improvement 
from Mr. Engelhardt and the Democrats.

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Cunningham – East Hampton

Back to the Future
To the Editor:

George Orwell once wrote, “The war is not 
meant to be won it is meant to be continuous. A 
higher archaical society is only possible on the 
basis of poverty and ignorance. This new version 
is the past and no different past could ever have 
existed… The war is waged by the ruling groups 
against its own subjects and its object is, not the 
victory over Eurasia or East Asia but, to keep the 
very structure of society intact.”

But what happens if this type of society is turned 
upside down? What happens when the subjects 
are not impoverished or ignorant, in fact, quite the 
opposite? What happens when the ruling classes 
don’t have particularly broad scientific minds and 
seemingly reject drinking water concerns, com-
prehensive urban planning, public opinion and 
historic preservation?

Special meeting, Aug. 29, 2023. Hebron’s Pub-
lic Building Committee met with Town Manager, 
Andrew Tierney, to discuss the future of the Public 
Works project. PBC members “noted that at some 
point revised cost estimates should be generated 
for both the existing site and Horton Blvd. This 
will provide the taxpayers what the added cost 
premium that there will be to build on Old Col-
chester Road.”

This statement brings us back to 2015, while 
raising questions about our future. “Horton Blvd”? 
Is that John Horton Boulevard? Or is Horton Bou-
levard referring to the town’s 88 acres on the wa-
tershed, a.k.a. 17 Kinney Rd? If so, will well water 
remediation and historic preservation costs be 
included in “Horton Boulevard’s” development 
costs?

If “Horton Boulevard” does equate to 17 Kin-
ney, are Hebron officials now denying recent ref-
erendum and survey results, professors, historians 
and environmental reports, just as they denied 
scenic road designation? Does denial “keep the 
very structure of society intact” or generate greater 
animosity? #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Renovate Athletic Complex
To the Editor:

Bacon Academy’s football game moved to Gris-
wold’s brand new turf field! The Bobcats’ home 
game count dwindles down to three. With the 
constant rain that the Colchester area has been 
getting, concerns over the high school’s athletic 
complex skyrocket. I am a student athlete here at 
Bacon Academy who uses each and every field 
throughout the course of the school year and this 
year especially, the conditions are horrendous. 

Other athletes claim that the fields now pose a 
safety hazard for rolled ankles, non-contact inju-
ries, and major pig piles during live play; some even 
testify to bacterial infections caused by the con-
stant waterlogged fields. If sports weren’t already 
dangerous enough, now Bacon Academy athletes 
have to worry about where to take each step to stay 
off the ground and stay in the game. Other athletes 
complain that without a proper field that is capable 
of draining water and staying dry, practice is often 
canceled, leading to a disadvantage when it comes 
to competing against other teams. 

The solution to this problem is much bigger 
than just a new turf field, the entire complex needs 
to be renovated. With new facilities the commu-
nity could then turn to the school to host events 
and other youth sports. For example, Colchester 
hosts a big soccer tournament towards the end 
of the soccer season which would become much 
easier to manage if high school fields could be uti-
lized. But instead, all Bacon facilities are off limits 
due to concerns over “preserving” the fields for the 
next high school sporting event. It’s time we raise 
awareness for our athletes at Bacon Academy and 
push hard for an athletic facility renovation. 

Kevin Claffey – Colchester 

Colchester’s Selectwomen
To the Editor:

For the past two years I’ve had the privilege and 
been so fortunate to work with two incredible Se-
lectwomen, Debbie Bates (R) and Denise Turner 
(D). We have worked in a bipartisan manner to 
serve Colchester and protect our town.

We’ve all lived here a long time and are invested 
in this community and its people. Debbie and De-
nise love our town and only want what’s best for it. 
They also have demonstrated over and over again 
that the decisions about our town and for our citi-
zens should be made based on the facts, the cur-
rent and future fiscal impact, and what will help 
Colchester, analyzing the pros and cons and listen-
ing to all sides.

The three of us come from different points of 
view. Debbie has a more moderate approach, De-
nise, who was born here, has deep roots that im-
pact her perspective, and I’m more moderate, fact 
and information based. The three of us listen to 
each other’s ideas and come to conclusions that we 
believe are in the best interest of our town.

Through these two years of chaotic meetings 
with political theater/drama, we have supported 
each other through these most awful, uncivil situ-
ations. We have all been attacked personally and 
as BOS members at meetings, during citizens 
comments, in the Rivereast and on Facebook with 
misinformation and false statements. But we’ve 
learned we can always count on each other for sup-
port and the truth.

I want to publicly thank them for their service, 
for their friendship, for their support and for just 
being the fantastic women they are. I feel so lucky 
to have both of them in my life.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen but said she is speaking as an 
individual.

Bringing Colchester Together
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my deep commitment 
to bringing Colchester together as a candidate 
for the Board of Selectmen. Our community has 
always been defined by its strong sense of unity, 
and I believe that we can continue to build on this 
foundation to create an even brighter future for all 
residents.

In these challenging times, it is more important 
than ever that we work together to address the is-
sues facing our town. As a member of the Board 
of Selectmen, I will prioritize open and inclusive 
communication with our residents. I will seek out 
your input, listen to your concerns, and work to 
ensure that your voices are heard and your needs 
are met.

I am dedicated to fostering a sense of belong-
ing for everyone in our town, regardless of their 
background or circumstances. We must strive for 
equity and fairness in all our decisions, ensuring 
that every resident has access to the opportunities 
and resources they need to thrive.

Let us remember that our town’s strength lies in 
its diversity, and by coming together, we can over-
come any challenge. I am excited to embark on this 
journey with you, and I humbly ask for your sup-
port on Nov. 7. Together, we can make our town 
an even better place to live, work and raise our 
families.

Dave Koji – Colchester
Candidate for Board of Selectmen

Running for ZBA
Dear Marlborough Residents,

My name is Anthony Bratz and I am writing to 
formally announce my candidacy for the Zoning 
Board of Appeals Alternate seat. It is with great 
enthusiasm and a deep commitment to our com-
munity that I seek this position.

Having lived in this town for over a year now, 
I have witnessed the growth and development 
that has taken place in this short time. I have also 
observed the challenges that arise when it comes 
to zoning issues and the impact they have on our 
neighborhoods and residents. With my back-
ground in mechanical engineering and passion 
for community engagement, I believe I can make a 
valuable contribution to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals.

If elected to the Zoning Board of Appeals, I will 
bring a fresh perspective and a dedication to pre-

Choosing Cunningham
To the Editor:

I support Deb Cunningham for East Hampton 
Town Council. She is a dedicated, hard working 
individual who continuously strives for excellence. 
Her solution to provide better services isn’t sim-
ply to spend more money. She understands that 
good government requires accountability to the 
taxpayer to know how their tax dollars are being 
spent. As a member of the Board of Finance, she 
was persistent throughout the budget process to 
ensure town leaders spent our hard earned money 
in our best interest. 

We need Deb Cunnigham on the Town Council 
to continue to ensure our tax dollars are spent ef-
fectively.

Russell Bonaccorso – East Hampton

A Voice for All
To the Editor:

I am asking the residents of Andover to give 
their vote to Anne Cremé for the Board of Select-
man. Anne will be a voice for all Andover resi-
dents. Anne will bring a needed balance to BOS. 
Every board should have someone willing to offer 
their unique perspective. A healthy exchange of 
ideas produces the best policies for everyone in 
the community.

Anne and her husband Gerry have lived in 
Andover with their daughter for eighteen years. 
A retired schoolteacher, Anne taught grades nine 
through twelve for thirty-one years.

For the last four years, Anne has been the Vice 
Chair of our Planning & Zoning Commission. She 
hopes to continue with Planning & Zoning which 
will allow her to bring her continued P&Z experi-
ence to the BOS.

Anne is genuine, respectful, and reasonable. We 
feel very fortunate that she is willing to put herself 
forward to run for a seat on the Board of Select-
men. Please give Anne Cremé your support and 
your vote on November 7th for the BOS and P&Z.

Thank you,
Catherine Magaldi-Lewis

Chair, Andover Democratic Town Committee 

Supporting Business
Dear Colchester Residents,

This week, the Colchester Business Association 
hosted their annual Meet the Candidates forum 
where candidates could discuss the climate for 
businesses in Colchester. As a candidate for first 
selectman, I have also been visiting directly with 
Colchester business owners.

I hear frequently from business owners who are 
frustrated with the dysfunction at Town Hall. Over 
30 employees have left the town side of Colches-
ter’s government under the current administra-
tion. This has led to the loss of institutional knowl-
edge in the Planning Department, Public Works, 
and other departments they rely on.

Like many other residents, they are concerned 
and embarrassed by the negative publicity Col-
chester has faced recently. Headlines about the 
removal of library books, fiscal mismanagement, 
and police being called to town meetings have 
been read statewide. This is not the picture of Col-
chester we want out in the world. Business owners 
and staff conduct themselves professionally - our 
elected leaders should do the same.

As first selectman, I will use my professional 
municipal experience to rebuild our Town Hall 
team. I will prioritize seeking grant opportuni-
ties to help improve streetscapes, walkability, and 
parking in commercial areas to make it easier for 
customers to support businesses. Where grants are 

Show Up
To the Editor:

A key responsibility of our Colchester first se-
lectman is to represent our community at state and 
regional government meetings.

That is why I was troubled to learn that the 
current first selectman has never attended an in-
person or virtual monthly meeting of the South-
eastern CT Council of Governments. 

Not one meeting. Not ever.
The COG represents all 22 towns in our region 

and every meeting’s minutes identifies the chief 
elected officer or designee in attendance. Since day 
one of being on the job, he hasn’t shown up.

The COG provides strategic services to each 
town including opportunities for cost-savings, 
grants, and shared service programs. It also sup-
ports transportation planning and a roadmap for 
our region’s environmental, housing, and econom-
ic development needs.

But how do we take advantage of these services 
if the First Selectman never attends a meeting to 
learn about them?

Large employers like the Coast Guard, SubBase, 
Tribal Nations attend. Our federal and state del-
egations along with state agencies, transportation, 
health care, and social service organizations attend 
monthly. These are key partners for our town to 
work with in order to grow jobs and attract busi-
nesses.

I expect our first selectman to show up. Not just 
for selfies on social media, but to govern and bring 
our town together.

It’s time for a change by electing Bernie Dennler 
on Nov. 7. He will show up, he will bring stability 
back to our town, and he will make a difference 
for all of us.

Sincerely,
Sarah Croucher – Colchester

Dedicated Public Servant
To the Editor:

I have known Rosemary Coyle for many years, 
first while serving with her on Connecticut Educa-
tion Association committees and later, in Colches-
ter, on boards and commissions. I have seen the 
dedication with which Rosemary has worked to 
address the needs of citizens. When Rosemary un-
dertakes a job she never backs down from achiev-
ing the goal. Years ago, long before she was a senior 
citizen, she saw the need for a new senior center 
and worked to bring it to a referendum. For her, it 
was not a political promise but rather a recognition 
of the need for such a facility for the entire town. 
Even when the first referendum failed, Rosemary 
understood the need was still there. For years she 
pledged her continued support and finally the sec-
ond referendum passed.

This is only one example of how Rosemary 
Coyle has made Colchester a better community. 
I am thankful she serves on the Board of Select-
men and has chosen to run for reelection. Please 
vote for Rosemary Coyle. Her record shows she is 
a dedicated and knowledgeable public servant.

Geraldine Transue – Colchester
Note: Transue is a member of the Colchester Se-

nior Center Building Committee, but said she is 
writing as an individual.

Hills for BOE
To the Editor:

I enthusiastically write this letter of support for 
Kim Hills, a Hebron native, who is stepping up to 
offer her expertise to serve our town. Kim grew up 
in Hebron and attended RHAM High School. She 
and her husband have chosen to work and raise 
a family here, with significant involvement in the 
family dairy farm. Kim’s family is quite involved 
and committed to Hebron. My family and I have 
interacted with Kim and her family on both per-
sonal and professional levels. What we’ve grown 
to expect is thoughtful, fair and honest dealings. 
You’ve likely driven by their farm as you drive 
along Route 85, just south of the Gilead Hill 
school. Kim is also an educator at RHAM. 

By voting for Kim Hills for Board of Education 
this November, one can be confident that Kim 
possesses the ability to make Board of Education 
decisions with her background of a parent, an edu-
cator and a Hebron native. This well-rounded and 
balanced approach will be a tremendous asset to 
the residents of Hebron. We will be fortunate to 
have Kim serving on our Board of Education after 
Nov. 7.

State Rep. Steve Weir 
R-55th District

Note: The 55th Assembly District includes Ando-
ver, Hebron, Marlborough, Bolton and Glastonbury.

Conservative Balance
To the Editor:

I’m a fiscal and social conservative who believes 
in small and less obtrusive government. I believe 
in only funding what is absolutely necessary to run 
our town government and Board of Education ef-
fectively.

I’m against unfunded mandates directed at 
education or the town, but I understand that East 
Hampton will not get state funding if we don’t fol-
low these mandates from our state legislature.

I feel all town decisions should be made at the 
local level as much as possible. Locally, we cannot 
curb what is happening nationally with inflation, 
but the right town candidate can keep our own 
spending in check.

When I hear the term “spending cut,” this 
means to me a reduction in the amount of money 
requested in the budget for next year. Budgets al-
ways go up, never down.

My family and I have lived a prosperous 27 years 
in town. I’d like to retire and live permanently in 
East Hampton. A conservative balance of spend-
ing only on what is needed to run an effective 
government versus unneeded spending is my goal. 
Please consider voting for me in November.

Jim Radavich – East Hampton
Republican Board of Finance Candidate

Davis Howell for P&Z
To the Editor:

Having served for 16 years on Planning & Zon-
ing, I care a lot about who serves on that board.

Davis Howell, a long time Hebron resident, is 
running to be a P&Z Alternate. Davis is smart, a 
hard worker and a quick study, who will be an ef-
fective advocate on the board that determines the 
actual look and feel of Hebron moving into the 
future.

Davis will bring his old-school work ethic and 
his can do attitude to the task. Please join me in 
voting for Davis Howell on Nov. 7!

Judith Podell – Hebron

serving the character and integrity of our town. I 
will work diligently to review and evaluate zoning 
appeals, considering the needs and concerns of all 
parties involved. I will strive to strike a balance be-
tween promoting responsible growth and protect-
ing the interests of our residents.

Furthermore, I am a firm believer in commu-
nity engagement and transparency. I will actively 
seek input from residents and encourage public 
participation in the decision-making process. By 
fostering an open dialogue, we can ensure that 
zoning decisions reflect the collective vision and 
values of our community.

In conclusion, I humbly ask for the support of 
the community in my bid for the Zoning Board of 
Appeals alternate seat. With my knowledge, expe-
rience, and dedication, I am confident that I can 
make a positive impact and contribute to the con-
tinued growth and development of our town.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Anthony M Bratz – Marlborough
Candidate for Zoning Board of Appeals

not available, I will support town funding to make 
these investments. I will fight against privatizing 
the public water/sewer infrastructure our small 
businesses rely upon and support investments to 
improve it.

I will prioritize marketing a positive image of 
our community, so potential consumers and pro-
spective businesses recognize Colchester as a des-
tination to spend money or do business. I plan to 
establish a formal Business of the Month process 
so we can highlight news, honor anniversaries, and 
celebrate the unique opportunities Colchester’s 
business community offers throughout the year.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler – Colchester

Candidate for First Selectman
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Excellent Fire Commissioners
To the Editor:

I met Kim Hawes when our children attended 
Andover Elementary together. It was a while be-
fore I realized that this quiet woman was a back-
bone of our community. Kim helps out wherever 
she can. If your child played basketball, you know 
Kim. If you’ve interacted with the Community 
Emergency Response Team, you know Kim. If 
you’ve gotten involved with the Commission on 
Aging, you know Kim. If you’ve needed a Justice of 
the Peace, you may have met Kim. And of course, 
if you’ve had dealings with the fire department, 
you know Kim.

As an EMT with the Andover Volunteer Fire 
Department, Kim has observed the commitment 
and dedication of our volunteers. She would like 
to ensure our firefighters and EMTs have the re-
sources and training necessary to continue to pro-
tect and serve our community.

I met Mark Williams years ago, when he helped 
me out of a jam, and then another, and another. 
I know him for a compassionate man, and an ex-
tremely competent one. I have two fantastic mem-
ories of Mark. One has him standing by himself, 
hat off, over the grave of a recently-buried animal. 
He stood quietly, praying for the pet of a family he 
didn’t even know.

The other memory involved a local woman hav-
ing a breakdown and causing a ruckus bad enough 
to require police involvement. As a friend of the 
family, I was trying to help, but we weren’t able to 
get through. Mark was there as part of the emer-
gency response team. He was the one able to re-
spectfully calm her down and get her to agree to 
the necessary ambulance ride.

Kim’s commitment. Mark’s compassion. The 
competence of both of them. These qualities will 
make them excellent fire commissioners. Please 
vote for Kim Hawes and Mark Williams for Ando-
ver’s Fire Commission.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Persuasive Letters
To the Editor:

Last week Marlborough’s Annie Steinbrecher 
and Andover’s Eric Manning wrote powerfully 
persuasive letters. Absent any name-calling, they 
simply quoted multiple Republicans letting their 
own words reveal a party riven with hypocrisy. 
Hebron’s Joe Stevens additionally reminded us of 
a time when traditional Republicans aspired to 
intelligence and stood for important progressive 
values. Then there was Andover’s Scott Sauyet, ar-
ticulately rebutting Sam Prentice, whose delirious 
CO2 addiction begs for a Prentice family interven-
tion. 

Lastly, Marlborough’s Michael Chotkowski, ac-
cusing Annie Steinbrecher and I of being “broken 
records.” I’ll take the hit, but Annie is one of the 
most original and fresh writers. Chotkowski never 
can quote her or any other writer to let us know 
what in particular he finds offensive. Name-calling 
is his default setting. Substantial parts of his let-
ters are like the captain’s log of a puppy’s worldview 
while leashed and exploring a new path. Constant-
ly distracted, pulling in random directions, startled 
by some movement in a bush. Not much different 
from my puppy’s last walk. Hickory nut falls to the 
ground. Strange smell in Japanese stilt grass. Car 
approaching. Dog barking in the distance. Strange 
smell in dead leaves. Decaying stumps are very in-
teresting. Squirrel! Dog barking in another direc-
tion. Bumblebee in flower. Bird dropping on rock. 
Telephone pole relief. Dead worm on path. 

But at least my puppy remembers the history of 
his previous walks, revisiting the most rewarding 
spots. Not so Chotkowski with his supposedly su-
perior brain who claims the Democrats of today 
represent the former Civil War Southern Demo-
crats who birthed the KKK. I doubt Chotkowski 
ever read a book on Lincoln to realize Trumpubli-
cans like himself are the ones that abandoned the 
party. The penny and $5 bill in his pocket are the 
closest he’ll ever get to Lincoln, the original Re-
publican. 

Edmund Smith – Andover

Consiglio for BOE
Dear Colchester Residents:

There are two Democratic candidates running 
for reelection on the Board of Education. These 
two individuals served on the BOE’s budget fi-
nance committee and crafted an over $4 million 
dollar increase to the BOE adopted budget that 
was strongly contested and received bipartisan 
rejection at the Board of Finance. It received that 
rejection in part because they could never explain 
the purpose or provide objective metrics for such a 
massive spending increase.

Increases in spending can happen over time, but 
not being able to explain it? That’s unacceptable 
and an injustice to everyone who pays taxes. We 
should demand BOE members who are up front 
critical thinkers, reasonable with our money, and 
capable of explaining the budget they develop.

Please consider voting for Republican candi-
date John Consiglio for the Board of Education. 
John has an extensive history in enterprise project 
management. He’s a person who has experience in 
preparing and explaining strategic plans and bud-
getary needs and understands both the necessity 
for and obligation to fiscal responsibility. I person-
ally want to see him on the BOE’s budget finance 
committee!

John is a longtime resident of Colchester, hav-
ing raised two children in our community while 
coaching and mentoring many others over the 
years, and solidly recognizes that our children are 
our greatest legacy. He is a fresh face, committed to 
being objective and making data driven decisions, 
and will ensure that parental rights in the school-
ing and health of our kids are always respected and 
preserved. He’s up for the challenge of ensuring all 
of Colchester’s children receive a solid education 
and needed extracurricular activities; while at the 
same time keeping our community affordable for 
all. Please help Colchester in placing John Consi-
glio on the BOE.

Sincerely,
Michael Dubreuil – Colchester

Candidate, Board of Finance

A Big Thank You
To the Editor:

On behalf of the East Hampton Senior Center 
participants, a Big Thank You goes out to the Dem-
ocratic Town Committee for sponsoring the lun-
cheon at the Senior Center on Sept. 29. Although 
the weather was rainy and cold, the environment 
was warm and inviting at the center. The senior 
citizens were very pleased with the lunch and the 
presentations. Thank you for your generosity and 
thoughtfulness.

Jo Ann Ewing, Coordinator
East Hampton Senior Services 

The King Wears No Clothes
To the Editor:

Mike Thompson, I applaud you for trying to put 
in place a true debate at the Bacon Academy, but 
just like the fairy tale Andreas Bisbikos walks un-
encumbered with a few select patrons of his court 
not wanting to saying anything that will disturb 
his majesty. Although he and his campaign team 
may feel like a (true) debate is not needed because 
they feel the upcoming “campaign forums,” which 
were held and hosted by Colchester Business As-
sociation, AARP and North Woods, were more 
than enough, how about considering the rest of the 
kingdom as to what they feel is necessary? It seems 
to me that the king is afraid of a little joust.

Ralph Bianco – Colchester

Toxic Attacks
 To the Editor:

It is time to address the toxic attacks employed 
by our first selectman, Andreas Bisbikos, and our 
Board of Finance chair, Andrea Migliaccio. Dur-
ing BOE discussions, the BOF chair called the Su-
perintendent of Schools a liar. She refused to listen 
to the citizens’ comments and repeatedly lectured 
them. When the first referendum for the vote of 
the BOE budget failed and a new increased BOE 
budget was proposed, the BOF Ccair threatened to 
immediately lower the BOE budget without a citi-
zens’ advisory question if the second referendum 
failed. This is unacceptable.

 The first selectman has lectured and made toxic 
comments to citizens and elected officials through-
out his term in office. There are too many to ad-
dress separately but here are just a few examples. 

At a Sept. 6 meeting after a motion was passed 
by the majority of the BOS to delay an illegal in-
vestigation, the first selectman essentially stated, 
“I don’t care about the motion the three women 
made. I am going to do what I want.” The “three 
women” were BoS members. He proceeded to tear 
up the agenda and ranted like a child. The first se-

Don’t Be Fooled
To the Editor:

Throw a parade or maintain a building?
 Bisbikos keeps writing about all his “accom-

plishments” and “historic investments.” Don’t be 
fooled. Bibikos takes money away from critical 
town needs to fund his lavish campaign projects.

Bisbikos spends just enough to get a flashy by-
line and a photo shoot while neglecting something 
else. The neglect is noticeable, too. The town can’t 
even weed school grounds or keep the splash pad 
open.

Town roofs are collapsing, critical infrastructure 
needs repairs, and he’s talking about expensive 
new projects in his campaign mailers. Who’s go-
ing to pay for that, and what else is going to suffer 
from neglect?

John Farrell – Colchester

Bacon Academy Art Budget
To the Editor:

I am writing to you to express my feelings on 
Bacon Academy’s art budget and to get others to 
agree on the topic of the town improving the bud-
get. I myself am a student at Bacon and I believe 
that raising this art budget will impact the school 
and students in a positive way. One reason that it 
would be very beneficial is that increasing the art 
budget would improve the student’s creativity. In-
creasing our art budget will also take the stress off 
the teachers. I had the opportunity to talk to our 
art teachers and they expressed to me how expen-
sive a lot of the art equipment is. They told me that 
some materials they must pay for – for example, 
sketch books for the sketchbook class. They also 
told me how expensive it is to purchase colored 
pencils each pack can cost upwards of $40. Also 
to learn that they have to cover 11 classes with the 
budget they are given it’s simply just not enough. 
It’s not enough for us students to embrace and 
enjoy what we are doing because we don’t have 
enough money in the budget. I also talked to a 
student who’s currently enrolled in an art class. He 
told me that some of the paint he used was dried 
out and almost unusable. 

These problems can’t be fixed without a higher 
budget. I’m writing to inform all the residents of 
Colchester about this problem. It must be fixed.

Sincerely, 
Dylan Ward – Colchester

BOE Finance Reform
To the Editor:

Portland Republicans have on the ballot two ex-
cellent candidates for the Board of Education. Kar-
en Renner and Angela Hammond are both highly 
qualified candidates who care deeply about Port-
land and our students. They have both raised fami-
lies in Portland, with their children in the Portland 
schools. They recognize the importance of provid-
ing a high-quality, public education program with 
safe, and updated facilities and are committed to 
doing so at a reasonable cost to taxpayers. 

As you consider who serves on the Portland 
BOE, consider that unlike normal practice in 
school districts throughout the state, Portland 
BOE has no finance committee. We have what’s 
called a “committee of the whole”. Functionally, 
this means that the board has no substantive in-
put on a new fiscal year budget until after it’s been 
completed. The board then receives a significantly 
abridged copy.

There are public workshops to review the pro-
posed budget, but this is inadequate. The board is 
at a woeful disadvantage going into these discus-
sions. The correct practice, by fully functioning 
boards, is to have a finance committee meeting 
with the Superintendent on budget development 
from the outset. It’s only in this normalized ar-
rangement that a BOE can have substantive influ-
ence on spending priorities and levels.

Despite many attempts over several years to es-
tablish a finance committee, we’ve been defeated 
by Democrats. In this election we have an opportu-
nity to put Portland schools on the proper course. 

BOE Democrats
To the Editor:

Happy October, Hebron! It’s time to start think-
ing about the municipal elections in the fall. As 
you may know, there are many people running for 
the Board of Education. I’m so pleased that Eleisha 
LeMay, Brittany Loudenback, and Elizabeth Alex-
ander are on the Democratic slate of candidates. 
These women were instrumental in ensuring that 
the school budget passed this year.

Of the Republicans running, one of them has 
used aliases on social media to push an unmask-
ing agenda during the height of the pandemic 
while sitting on the board. Another was publicly 
attempting to organize an anti-mask protest *at 
Gilead Hill School on meet-and-greet day*. For 
those who haven’t been involved, meet and greet 
day involves the kindergarteners coming to school 
for the first time. I don’t have to spell out how un-
conscionable and frightening a protest would have 
been and thank goodness it was thwarted by the 
administration.

One Republican member who is presently on 
the board has previously vacated his seat, only to 
be re-appointed to it and is preparing to vacate it 
again this year by running for the Board of Select-
men. Two other elected Republican members of 
the BOE also vacated their seats in the last year.

As a member of the board, I can tell you that 
this is not due to friction. In fact, we have a cohe-
sive group, and our meetings are seldom, if ever, 
contentious.

My concern is that you vote for people who 
take their pledge seriously and are doing this for 
the right reasons. Vote for board members who 
will stick with their commitment and who don’t 
run due to personal agendas and science denial. 
Vote for people who don’t back extremists. Those 
people are out there – they’re the Democrats and 
they’re on row A.

Nicole Matthews – Amston
Note: Matthews is a member of the Hebron Board 

of Education, but said she is writing as a citizen. 

Supports Jordan Werme
To the Editor:

I am writing to support the election of Jordan 
Werme to the East Hampton Town Council. I have 
known Jordan and his family for close to six years, 
as our children have gone to school together and 
grown together. In this time, Jordan has always 
proven to be genuine in his interactions, a direct 
communicator and open to hearing what others 
have to say. Jordan isn’t interested in being the only 
voice or the loudest voice; he is simply interested 
in ensuring that everyone in the community has a 
chance to let their voice be heard.

I have personally worked with his family over 
the years, to create and participate in events that 
improve our community, including a Main Street 
cleanup that his children helped to organize. I am 
grateful for his continuous efforts to make our 
town a better place and also grateful for his service 
to our country, as part of the military. 

Our town is full of amazing people, small busi-
nesses and opportunities for growth. I know that 
my family, and all the people of East Hampton, 
will benefit by having Jordan Werme on the East 
Hampton Town Council. 

Signed, 
Amie Meacham

Kindness with Kids
East Hampton

Arndt Has My Vote!
To the Editor:

As a father with young children soon to enter 
East Hampton’s school system, I support Augie 
Arndt’s reelection to the Board of Education.

Augie has proven himself as a dedicated ad-
vocate for both students and parents. He actively 
champions the importance of parents’ voices be-
ing heard in shaping our education system. Au-
gie’s unwavering commitment to transparency, 
accountability, and community involvement has 
significantly contributed to the positive changes 
we’ve seen in our district.

His experience, deep understanding of our 
schools, and passion for our children’s education 
make him the ideal candidate for re-election. I am 
confident that Augie Arndt will continue to be a 
strong and effective leader for East Hampton’s edu-
cational future.

Let’s stand together and support Augie Arndt’s 
reelection, ensuring that our children’s education 
remains in qualified hands.

Appreciatively,
Ben Barber – East Hampton

Listening to You
To the Editor:

If you ask me what the best part of an election 
is, for me, it’s getting out and speaking to citizens.

To all I have spoken to, thank you for your 
time. Thank you for sharing your ideas, hopes, 
and visions for our community, and thank you 
for sharing your love for our town. The positivity 
and excitement make my heart happy as I go from 
neighborhood to neighborhood, getting to know 
so many of you! 

If I’ve missed or not been to your neighborhood 
yet, please know I’m working on it! If you would 
like to share your ideas or ask questions, please feel 
free to reach out to me anytime. Also, feel free to 
stop me around town or email me at colchester-
dems@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from 
you!

I’m so proud to serve you on the Colchester 
Board of Education and excited about our future 
together as a community that cares about our 
schools. We have some outstanding and dedicated 
people working with our kids. Let’s continue to 
support them and give our kids all the best.

Sincerely,
Michelle Millington – Colchester

Candidate, Board of Education

Fresh Start
To the Editor:

After losing decisively in the budget referen-
dum, Selectman/candidate Kasper has proposed 
for a new Public Works Committee to create “…
accountability, communication, transparency,” 
which, ironically, are in short supply in Hebron 
government largely because of Mr. Kasper and his 
ally, Mr. Larson. Two years ago, when the insiders 
were in firm control, selectman Kasper opposed 
such a committee (the infamous “f*** neighbors” 
meeting that he apparently found nothing wrong 
with). He supported the DPW-Horton project. He 
opposed bringing it to referendum. He was silent 
when citizens were bullied for opposing his DPW 
project. And he advocated for expensive pet proj-
ects despite acknowledging that the majority didn’t 
want them.

The town government lost the trust of Hebron’s 
residents long ago. Because of government inac-
tion, there is much to do: preserve the Horton 
property, fix the DPW, and promote our rural 

lectman shut down the Zoom link after the presi-
dent of the Town Clerks Association proved his 
information was incorrect. The meeting was never 
finished, citizens were not allowed to comment, 
and no minutes were posted. 

 At the following BOS meeting, the first select-
man was asked if they were going to address the 
Clear Gov program and the first selectman stated 
he would not because he knew the three women on 
the BOS would vote against it. He stated he would 
wait until he wins the next election and then it 
would pass. 

 This behavior by both elected officials is totally 
unacceptable and they need to be voted out of of-
fice.

Amy Domeika – Colchester

This course will place the Board of Education in 
the room while critical decisions are made on both 
the long- and short-term costs of operating our 
school system. This is what taxpayers expect.

Please join me and others by voting for Angela 
and Karen who will provide a functioning majority 
to normalize the Portland BOE budgeting process. 

Tim Lavoy – Portland
Note: Lavoy is a member of the Portland Board 

of Education, but said he is writing as a private 
individual. 
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 10/31/23.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Obituary Policy
Obituaries must be submitted no later 

than noon Wednesday for inclusion in that 
week’s paper. There is a $75 charge for all 
obituaries.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Portland
Joseph Lastrina 

On Sunday, Sept. 24, 
Joseph James Lastrina Sr., 
son of the late Angelo and 
Helen (Capsalis) Lastrina 
and husband of Maureen 
(Manchester) Lastrina, 
passed away peacefully af-
ter a long illness with fam-
ily at his side.

Joe was “dad” to seven 
children and “Popie” and 
“Pops” to 12 grandchil-
dren and eight great- 
grandchildren who he adored and loved un-
conditionally. Joe grew up with a passion for 
baseball and tennis and won championship 
games as a young athlete. As a young man he 
worked alongside his dad in the family flower 
business, Lastrina’s Flowers. Joe began a family 
of six at a young age and found it necessary to 
pursue higher education classes at Hillyar Col-
lege in Hartford before he became a manager at 
Wonder Bread and worked in Canada as a line-
man. Growing up in a family-owned business 
he always had the entrepreneurial gene which 
eventually led him to owning his own business, 
Jet Home Improvement in Portland. Before he 
was ready to retire, he joined his cousin and best 
friend, Vinny Nanfito and worked at V. Nanfito, 
Inc. as a top salesman.

He loved listening to Frank Sinatra and co-
incidently became a diehard New York Yankees 
fan. He would often watch his rival team, the 
Boston Red Sox, so he could talk smack with 
his grandchildren who love the game as much 
as he did. He was an avid gardener and shared 
the fruits of his gardens with everyone he knew 
and gave the knowledge and gift of gardening to 
his children. He will be smiling to know his fig 
trees will continue to grow and be taken care of 
by his grandchildren. His heart will always have 
a place at the beach. His love of family vacations 
on the Connecticut shoreline and Cape Cod 
were the best times especially with a big bowl 
of steamers and all the lobsters he could eat. 
Sunday picnics in East Hampton were always 
a family favorite and will always be cherished 
memories.

Joe was born in Portland, and is survived by 
his wife Maureen of 49 years and their daugh-
ter, Nicole Lastrina of Plantsville, his daughters, 
Lin Oakliff of Portland, Annette Lastrina-Ait-
ken of Westbrook, Lori (Robert) Branciforte of 
Portland, and his sons, Joseph J. Lastrina Jr. of 
Portland, and Angelo (Eileen) Lastrina of Port-
land; his grandchildren, who he loved dearly, 
Joseph J. Lastrina III, Justin (Anna) Oakliff, 
Kristina Oakliff, Angelo (Arielle) Lastrina, Mel-
anie (Eric) Hayes, Joseph Aitken, Kyle Aitken, 
Mariah Lastrina, Isabelle Lastrina, Robert (Jes-
sica) Branciforte, Jonathan (Nicole) Branciforte, 
Anthony Branciforte; and eight great-grand-
children, Camryn, Emma, Scarlett, Angelo, Mi-
chael, Madeline, Brooklyn and Elliana Rose. 

He is also survived by his sister, Sandi (Rob-
ert) Mintzer of Kansas and several nieces and 
nephews.

Joe was also predeceased by his loving son, 
Michael Anthony Lastrina, and beloved grand-
son, Brendon Paul Lastrina, both who meant 
the world to him; his sister, Ann “Lou” Young 
and her husband Richard “Pete” Young of Texas; 
and his son-in-law, Richard “Scott” Oakliff.

Our deepest appreciation to the staff and 
physical therapy group who cared for our dad 

Marlborough
Phyllis Frances Lord

Phyllis Frances (Majeski) Lord, 85, widow of 
the late Kenneth N. Lord, passed away Thurs-
day, Sept. 28, at Hartford Hospital. Born Aug. 2, 
1938, in Hartford, she was the daughter of the 
late Philip and Edna (Fiss) Majeski. 

Phyllis is survived by her three sons, William 
Lord and his wife Dianne of Marlborough, Ste-
phen Lord and his wife Janice of Texas, Douglas 
Lord and his wife Sandy of Marlborough; her 
daughter, Cynthia Baker and her husband Scott 
of Maryland; a brother, Bruce Majeski; a sister, 
Cheryl Majeski; 15 grandchildren; and many 
great-grandchildren. 

She was predeceased by her sister Eleanor 
Rini. 

Phyllis was a past president and life member 
of the Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department 
Women’s Auxiliary. She had fond memories of 
working as “the school nurse” at Elmer Thienes 
Elementary School during the 1970s. Phyllis 
enjoyed reading and cheering on the UConn 
women’s basketball team. She spent a large part 
of her later life helping to raise many of her 
grandchildren as a “stay-at-home” grandmoth-
er. 

Funeral services will be private at the conve-
nience of the family. She will be laid to rest in 
the family plot in Marlboro Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the Roy B. Pettengill Ambu-
lance Association, P.O. Box 308, Marlborough, 
CT 06447. 

To leave online condolences, visit www.spen-
cerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
James L. Swindal

James L. Swindal, 86, of East Hampton, hus-
band of Jill McKane Swindal, died Sunday, Oct. 
1, at The Hearth in Glastonbury. He was the son 
of the late Col. James B. Swindal USAF and Em-
ily Glover Swindal. 

He grew up in Alabama and Virginia and 
was a graduate of Falls Church (Virginia) High 
School. He attended the University of Alabama, 
MIT and graduated from George Washington 
University. He was employed by United Tech-
nologies Research Center as a Senior Research 
Scientist, retiring after 35 years. He was granted 
numerous patents in the area of jet engine fuel 
control. He served on the East Hampton Repub-
lican Town Committee for many years, was a 
past commander of Middletown Power Squad-
ron and an East Hampton Little League Coach. 
His church home was Wethersfield Evangelical 
Free Church.

He is survived by his sons, J. Christian 
Swindal of Ridgefield, Jonathan L. Swindal 
(Mae) of Cape Canaveral, Fla., and his grand-
son, Mason L. Swindal of Irvine, Calif. Services 
will be private at the convenience of the family. 
“Sheltered safe in the arms of God.” 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

and husband at the Summit in Plantsville. 
Calling hours were held Thursday, Oct. 5, 

at the Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland. A memorial service took 
place that evening. Burial will be private in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery, Portland.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
the GBS-CIDP Foundation, Gbs-cidp.org

$Letters, cont. from page 31
economy. However, without a clear change of gov-
ernment, I doubt that Hebron citizens will approve 
anything including fixing the DPW.

The previously impotent Democrats have 
changed and deserve a chance. They will listen. 
They have an impressive new chair, Erin Bussierre, 
who has recruited experienced and talented can-
didates to serve Hebron. I trust Ms. Bussierre to 
do the right thing, which is no small thing. Can-
didates John Matra and Claudia Riley will bring 
needed courage to the BOS. I hope they speak for 
the ignored citizens, many old and less affluent, 
who have previously been held in contempt (the 
“600 people who always vote no,” said one town 
official derisively).

We need people in government who will do 
what’s best for all of us. He is a nice man, but Se-
lectman Kasper has proven that he is not that per-
son.

To save Hebron, vote Row A for a fresh start.
John Collins – Amston

Four More Years
To the Editor:

For the last four years it has been a privilege to 
serve on the Board of Selectmen for the Town of 
Andover. I have enjoyed serving beside my board 
members, working cohesively, and respectfully. If 
someone is not knowledgeable on a topic, another 
fills in. All board members have a high level of 
commitment, engagement, and desire to help the 
community, creating a solid team effort.

During our term we have executed many great 
achievements and worked together to help better 
the community, including the following: repairs to 
bridges and roads, upgrades to the transfer station 
and the town hall, implementing a website, addi-
tions to our public works department, improve-
ments to senior transportation, putting forth a fis-
cally responsible budget, and breaking ground on 
our long-awaited new community center.

I am asking for your vote to help me continue to 
work on improving town communications, com-
munity events and support residents where need-
ed. After living in Andover for 11 years and vol-
unteering my time in various groups I understand 
what is needed to continue making Andover great. 
I fell in love with Andover due to its small-town 
charm and close-nit community. It has been a joy 
getting to know the residents in town and I would 
like to further commit my time to the community 
in my role as a Board of Selectmen member.

At this time the current board is running for 
re-election. I would like to also endorse Jeff Ma-
guire, Adrian Mandeville, Jeff Murray and Scott 
Person. As we move forward as a united board we 
will continue to work on the endeavors we have 
started and look for more ways to improve our 
community.

Sincerely,
Paula King

Andover Board of Selectmen
– Incumbent Candidate

Seeking Transparency,
Professionalism

To the Editor:
If you’re like me, you’re a bit tired of the chaos in 

Colchester these days instead of productive leader-
ship. Watching our budget cycle and senior center 
bonding conversations play out this year is ex-
hausting, worrisome, and confusing. As a taxpayer 
and parent, I found myself concerned enough to 
wonder what I could do to make a change and 
that’s why I’m running for the Board of Finance 
in Colchester.

Two of my goals are to bring transparency and 
clarity around the role of the Board of Finance and 
the information that group uses to make decisions 
and then also work to get back to a more profes-
sional and civil tone in all interactions. 

I want to help make the Board of Finance pro-
cess and decision making more clear-cut and eas-
ily understood. That means making sure that both 
the process and all the data used can be explained 
in straight forward ways that help people under-
stand and give input. 

Finding the right solutions to keep Colchester 
a thriving community and at the same time finan-

Wakey Wakey
To the Editor:

In recent letters, I’ve railed against Dem poli-
ticians and RINO politicians at the federal, state 
and local levels. They are the UniParty, Deep State, 
Swamp, Cabal. They don’t support ‘We the People’ 
though they may deceive you into believing oth-
erwise. They have been successful at doing so for 
decades through mainstream and social media, 
the education system, Hollywood. government, 
medicine, big pharma, and other avenues but their 
reign is coming to an end. Their end not yours.

 The end will seem abrupt to most who remain 
trapped in the matrix; the fake reality that Truman 
and his family and friends were living in the movie 
The Truman Show. When the end nears, many will 
wonder... what is happening, how can this be, why 
didn’t I know sooner, why didn’t someone tell me, 
has my life been real or an illusion. Disbelief will 
rule the day followed by rejection of reality, anger, 
confusion and ultimately acceptance... by most but 
not all.

 There is a war that has been ongoing for de-
cades between the forces of good and evil. For the 
last approximate decade, the war has escalated in 
the shadows and behind the curtain, but the preci-
pice nears. If none of this resonates with you, you 
are one of the characters in The Truman Show. You 
are deeply entrenched in the matrix; going along 
in life, absorbed in daily routines and not detect-
ing that a war is raging. A war like no other war. 
A spiritual war between good and evil. A game-
changer.

 It’s wake-up time for the sleepers. Be like Tru-
man and question everything. Be discerning; con-
nect the dots. Avoid the proverbial ‘gut punch’ that 
is coming for many and align with those on team 
good.

 Paul Bureau – Colchester
Note: Bureau is vice chair of the Colchester Repub-

lican Town Committee but is speaking as a citizen.

DeCesare & Smith for ZBA
To the Editor:

I support Amy DeCesare and Bryan Smith, the 
Democrats running for Zoning Board of Appeals 
in Hebron. I’m sure many of you know Amy and 
her family. They are quite active in town. She is an 
attorney with experience studying Zoning Board 
cases. This makes her an obvious choice. Bryan is 
also well known in town as his family has been in-
volved in Scouts, RHAM Music Boosters and vari-
ous other activities. 

Bryan currently sits on the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals as an alternate and would like to utilize his 
knowledge and experience on the board to help 
the town by serving in a regular seat. He is dedi-
cated to this board. Vote for Amy and Bryan for 
Zoning Board of Appeals in Hebron on Nov. 7!

Janet Fodaski – Hebron

They Don’t Learn
To the Editor:

You think they would learn. But they don’t. The 
Toilet Paper Mafia consistently exposes itself as a 
collection of intellectual dilettantes. They are ex-
perts in all things critical: Politics, public health, 
law, science, etc. Just ask them. And just like our 
current government, they engage in neo-Fascist 
tactics where any deviation or disagreement with 
their opinions is met with retreaded monikers like 
racist, Nazi, bigot, homophobe, science-denier, 
anti-vaxxer… followed by the grand prize, impris-
onment. That’s very contradictory behavior for the 
party of slavery and the KKK. Maybe tearing down 
a few more statues or inciting a few more riots will 
assuage their discontent. If ignorance is bliss, then 
liberals are very blissful.

Why does Joe Stevens defend Joe Biden? Even 
a dimwitted individual would stop poking their 
Trump voodoo doll and look objectively at the 
Biden crime family. You have to admit that there 
are considerable questions that need to be an-
swered. Under normal circumstances, the DOJ 
and FBI would not be ignoring bank records, shell 
companies, S corporations, off-shore accounts, 
and laptops. But these are not normal times. The 
DOJ, FBI, and Soros-backed DAs are too busy col-
luding to nail Trump with endless, pointless, and 
bogus indictments and lawsuits. The Democrats 
have a good thing going in Washington and they 
want to keep it that way, even with a propped-up, 
medicated, dehydrated husk of a faux-president. 

cially solvent while keeping taxes at a reasonable 
level is not a simple matter. However, I believe 
passionately that town government means work-
ing together, no matter a person’s affiliation, to 
find compromises that benefit our community as 
a whole. 

With my experience running large project teams 
at work and my work as President of the executive 
board for Colchester Baseball and Softball League 
here in town, I know I can work well both along-
side and on behalf of people with varying wants, 
needs, and personalities. 

Please consider voting for me and the rest of the 
Democratic slate on Nov. 7 so we can all help bring 
Colchester together and move it forward.

Sincerely,
Karen Belding – Colchester

Candidate for Board of Finance

See Letters page 34
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“We Meet By Accident”

“amazing” performance.
“I think he clearly demonstrated the difference 

in leadership styles, how he can bring competent 
leadership back into Town Hall and I think his 
opponent clearly demonstrated his leadership 
style, which is to attack aggressively and put poli-
tics before what needs to happen in Town Hall,” 
she said.

In making his case, Bisbikos featured his 
“people before government” campaign message, 
boasting that he successfully checked off nearly 
all of his first-term objectives, but that he had a 
responsibility to finish what he started.

“I’m the only candidate in this race for first se-
lectman with a proven set of accomplishments, a 
dedicated vision of our community and a back-
bone to hold all officials accountable regardless 
of political affiliation or personal relationship,” 
he said.

Bisbikos pointed to his public safety record, 
which included securing additional funding to 
allow the Fire Department to reach 24/7 cover-
age. 

When asked about supporting local busi-
nesses, Bisbikos pointed to the selectmen’s ap-
proval of $1 million of American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding earmarked and distributed 
to Colchester businesses. 

“We need to continue to keep our taxes low; we 
need to continue to keep this community afford-
able for our small businesses,” he said. “Electing 
a socialist is not going to get us there; you will be 
guaranteed high taxes and runaway spending.”

In downplaying the use of ARPA funds, Denn-
ler expressed that hiring grant writers would al-
low the town to obtain additional funding.

“ARPA was great, but ARPA was easy,” he said. 
“The federal government handed out checks to 
municipalities like Colchester all around the 
country. All we had to do was figure out how to 
spend it. Money is not going to rain down again, 
we have to go out and find it.”

When asked about his comments referring to 
Dennler as a socialist, Bisbikos told the Rivereast 
that “Bernie Dennler is a socialist — he’s publicly 
stated that on multiple occasions.”

“He’s backtracking on that,” he added.
On Wednesday morning, he clarified his po-

sition, stating that “to be clear, I’m not accusing 
Bernie of being a socialist, I’m just responding to 
his statement that he is one.”

He provided a screenshot of an old tweet – 
which Dennler said was in reference to universal 
healthcare – that Bisbikos said indicated Denn-
ler’s allegiance to democratic socialism. 

Dennler told the Rivereast that he doesn’t con-
sider himself a socialist. The topic, he added, isn’t 
germane to the election.

“It’s got nothing to do with the work we have 
to do in the town of Colchester,” he said. “So 
when he’s talking about socialism, he’s not talk-
ing about the real issues that are at play in our 
community.”

When discussing their visions for the town 
during the forum, Dennler called for more ac-
cessibly in the town center including parking 
improvements, emphasizing that events on the 
town green, for example, should benefit busi-
nesses rather than burden them. He urged lead-
ers to think long-term.

 “We keep thinking in these two-year bites and 
there’s no plan there,” he said.

In response, Bisbikos again touted his experi-
ence, saying that he heard Dennler use many ad-
jectives, but “didn’t hear any accomplishments to 
deliver on those promises.”

His own goals include expanding the police 
department’s premises — “It’s time we back the 
blue as a community.”

Bisbikos also proposed revising the town char-
ter, specifically to enact term limits for elected of-
ficials, which he said would end the “back-room 
deals and the political corruption that’s been 
stemming in this town.”

 Bisbikos said only he would take on that chal-
lenge, “not the puppet candidate we have here in 
front of us.”

Offense vs. Defense
Generally, Dennler stayed away from directly 

attacking Bisbikos, while the incumbent was 
quick to pounce on their perceived differences.

Bisbikos claimed that Democrats were against 
so-called “transparency software,” and that he 
was the only candidate that could build unani-
mous consensus between boards, which contrib-
utes to budgets passing more efficiently.

He pointed to his collaboration with Mike 
Egan, a Democrat on the finance board, and Tim 
Vaillancourt, a Republican.

“I can get Mike Egan to the table – can get you 
get Tim Vaillancourt to the table?” he rhetorical-
ly asked Dennler. “I don’t believe so. And that’s 
an ability that I have.”

The comment led to one of Dennler’s most 
pointed rebuttals of the night, when he accused 
the first selectman’s budget process of being 

“anything but transparent.”
Last year, documentation was withheld from 

voters, he said, and this year, the legal notice for 
the budget referendum included incorrect fig-
ures — “The numbers literally did not add up.”

“Restoring stability to the function of the fi-
nance office is probably the number one prior-
ity that I have when I get into Town Hall,” he as-
serted.

Bisbikos defended his use of federal funding, 
stating that even if the money was provided to 
the town, he oversaw the projects.

“You can see throughout the town that things 
are getting done,” he said, adding that “They 
might say it was all ARPA, but you need to start 
somewhere and execute that vision and complete 
the projects.

This eclipses the work Dennler does in Leba-
non, he claimed.

Dennler, again, defended his resume.
“I do a little bit more than secretarial work, 

actually,” he said. “When there is an emergency, 
one of my duties for that town is to serve as the 
central point of contact coordinating operations 
between Eversource, Public Works and the fire 
department. My job is to make sure the roads are 
safe and roads are cleared and power gets turned 
back on.”

The closing remarks offered one last chance 
for the candidates to make their case.

Bisbikos used the time to go on the offensive.
“Ever since I got elected, there has been a small 

group of local activists known as the Democratic 
Town Committee that have been coming after 
me since day one,” he said.

He said Democratic selectmen Rosemary 
Coyle and Denise Turner – who are both seeking 
reelection – refuse to show up to board meetings, 
instead opting to attend virtually via Zoom.

“What we get are mushroom heads at meetings 
texting each other information,” he said. “That is 
disrespectful to the people of this community.”

Bisbikos, with a raised voice, stated that Denn-
ler would not speak out against inappropriate ac-
tions by his own party.

“The bottom line is, he will turn a blind eye to 
bad behavior and allow the seeds of corruption 
to fester in our community,” he said.

Dennler, following the incumbent’s speech, 
concluded that they have “different leadership 
styles.”

He described Bisbikos’ governance as “bom-
bastic” and “theatrical.”

After the forum, Dennler stated that between 
the candidates, “there was a very clear contrast 
and we’ll see what the voters think.”

He added that he expected the attacks by Bis-
bikos. 

“That’s his style,” he said. “It reminds me of the 
behavior of a certain politician on the national 
level.”

He also pointed to the format of the forum. 
“I would’ve loved to do a proper debate, and 

this was not a proper debate,” Dennler said. “This 
was question-and-answer, so I tried to focus on 
the questions being asked.”

“That’s up to him if he’ll agree to the debate 
now,” Dennler added, referring to the Rivereast’s 
offer to host a debate between Dennler and Bis-
bikos. While Dennler was up for the debate, Bis-
bikos declined the invitation.

Swyden, regarding the tone of the forum, 
stated that Dennler handled the attacks appro-
priately.

“I think what you saw tonight is that Bernie is 
not going to be shaken by cruel behavior; that he 
can handle anything,” she said.

Bisbikos disagreed that he attacked Dennler, 
instead saying that “it’s about calling out the 
truth.”

“My opponent has no experience; he has no 
achievements; he has no vision to lead the com-
munity,” he said following the forum. “Bernie 
Dennler likes to turn a blind eye to toxic behav-
ior and corrupt behavior — those are not leader-
ship qualities. You may not like my approach, but 
I have a strong moral compass when it comes to 
what’s right and what’s wrong.”

Rudko, while stating that the accusations 
against Town Clerk Gayle Furman are worth in-
vestigating, cautioned leaders against focusing 
too much on the issue.

“There’s a right way of doing things and there’s 
a wrong way of doing things. I don’t agree with 
the way it was treated,” he said, referencing a 
recent heated Board of Selectmen meeting at 
which, despite the board voting 3-2 to table the 
matter, Bisbikos went ahead and presented his 

investigation into Furman. 
“I agree with the potential issue, that we 

should be talking about it, but it doesn’t need to 
be a public spectacle.”

Rudko said that perhaps the focus should be 
shifted to other concerns – and didn’t agree with 
Bisbikos focusing on the allegations in his final 
remarks. 

“I think there could’ve been a better closing 
argument,” Rudko said.

erything to a willing community member(s),” 
read the statement

Some of the candidates removed from the 
ballot, including Ken Hjulstrom — a founding 
member of the Independent Slate Committee 
who currently sits on the Board of Finance as 
a Republican — are essentially left with no op-
tions to remain in office.

Hjulstrom was seeking reelection to the fi-
nance board as an independent; he will lose his 
seat. Alternative election avenues, such as peti-
tioning onto the ballot, are no longer available. 
On Sept. 12, that strategy proved to be success-
ful for two Board of Education candidates, Kerri 
Barella and Amy Kuhrt, who successfully won 
a Republican primary election, defeating the 
endorsed Republican Town Committee candi-
dates and earning spots on the November ballot. 

Hjulstrom told the Rivereast that the only 
remaining course of action would be to seek 
injunctive relief, but after receiving two sepa-
rate legal opinions on the matter, that option is 
unlikely to change the outcome and will not be 
pursued.

“There’s nothing we can do,” he said.
The letter from the secretary of the state’s of-

ficer was received by Hjulstrom, who described 
the message as a “shock.”

“My heart sank,” he recalled.
The former chairman of the Marlborough 

RTC acknowledged that the slate committee did 
miss the deadline; they “weren’t aware” of the “a 
statement of endorsement” document require-
ments. 

“We got tripped up,” he expressed. “It’s an ex-
tremely complicated process.”

He added, “This does trip up a lot of people.”
In his opinion, the electoral system pressed 

upon minor parties “completely unique” com-
pared to the two major parties. The require-
ments and accompanying list of steps to ap-
propriately prepare for an election — and the 
likelihood of a blunder — are more complex for 
groups trying to establish themselves.

“It does seem that the process is stacked 
against people trying to run against the two 
parties,” Hjulstrom said, calling the structure 
“rigged.”

He affirmed the sentiment of the founders’ 
statement, that the slate committee’s future is 
largely “undetermined at the moment.”

Sue Stolfi, another founding committee 
member, attempted to petition herself onto 
the Republican ballot, but was defeated dur-
ing the primary election. She was listed as a 
“row C” candidate, but no longer has a path to 
an open seat. Committee leadership also ex-
pressed missed opportunities regarding other 
candidates like Kevin Asklar, a Republican in-
cumbent who was running for reelection on the 
Zoning Commission as an independent com-

mittee member; his reelection was viewed as 
nearly certain.

“We put so much work into this and to get 
tripped up over this, it is very frustrating,” he 
said.

Personally, he continued, “I was looking for-
ward to the opportunity to run.”

In a letter to the editor this week, Hjulstrom 
stated that he “may seek the opportunity to 
serve further, but for now I will sit back and cast 
my vote along with you on Election Day.”

In a previous interview, Hjulstrom and Stolfi 
explained the background and motivation of 
the new committee, emphasizing that all poeti-
cal affiliations were welcomed to join.

“We’ll work for the people of the town,” said 
Hjulstrom. “We’re tired of the politics. We want 
to see candidates focus on issues, not political 
bickering.”

Stolfi added, “I’m a diehard Republican. This 
is about local elections. We want hard working 
people who are committed to the community 
without the drama.”

But the core makeup of the slate committee 
features many former Republicans who notably 
left their party after the 2022 election.

“This was the result of years of frustration 
over a lack of internal cooperation and sup-
port within the Marlborough Republican Town 
Committee (MRTC),” the slate committee 
founders wrote in their statement. “Many of us 
felt that we could no longer be part of an orga-
nization that failed to support fellow members 
and endorsed candidates. The internal power 
plays and divisiveness within the MRTC was 
disheartening and not in the best interest of the 
voters of Marlborough.”

While the end result was not what the found-
ers of the slate committee envisioned, Hjulstrom 
said that the experience was worthwhile.

“We learned a lot from this process,” he said.

$Marlborough Candidates cont. from page 1
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LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE  
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
ATTENTION SEWER USERS

Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the 
sewers in the Town of East Hampton that the sewer use pay-
ment is due and payable on October 1, 2023.  East Hampton 
Sewer Use bills may be paid in two equal installments; October 
1 and April 1. The last day to pay the Sewer Use fee for the 
October 1, 2023 installment without a penalty is November 1, 
2023.  Property owners will not receive a second sewer use 
bill for the installment due on April 1, 2024. The October 
bill is a three-part form which includes the April installment.
Payments received November 2, 2023 and later, including pay-
ments postmarked November 2, 2023 and later, are considered 
past due and will be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per 
month. or a fraction thereof, 18% per annum, from the due date 
of the tax, as required by Connecticut General State Statues 
12-130 and 146. The minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax 
bill.  A returned check fee is $20.  Payments legibly postmarked 
by the U.S. Postal Service on or before November 1, 2023 are 
considered on time regardless of when they are received by the 
Collector of Revenue.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a 
bill does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, 
interest charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat. 
12-130 and 12-146.  Interest is charged on all late payments.  
There are no exceptions.
Please make checks payable to Town of East Hampton.  
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online by visiting our 
website at www.easthamptonct.gov  Note: Your sewer account 
number is required when making a payment online.
Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:00 
am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 
am – 12:30 pm.
Respectively Submitted,
Scott Clayton
Public Utilities Administrator

3TB 9/22, 10/6, 10/27

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold 
a Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm on October 10, 2023 at the East 
Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive and via Zoom meeting 
(see Town website for details) to consider the following:
ZBA-23-007: Tommaso Progano, 12 Terp Road, Reduce 
westside setback from 25’ to 16.75’ for Garage, Map 06/ Block 
14/ Lot 5/6.

2TB 9/29, 10/6

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE

COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The second installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2022 
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on 
October 1, 2023. Payments must be postmarked, paid on line, or 
brought to Town Hall by November 1, 2023 to avoid an interest 
charge. Interest will be charged starting November 2, 2023 on all 
delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per month) from 
the due date of October 1st, with a minimum charge of $2 for 
each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check or 
money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during busi-
ness hours. Payments by check or money order may be mailed to 
the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box outside Town 
Hall. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any interest 
which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Kate Morrissey, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT 06232 3TB 9/22, 10/6, 10/27

MARLBOROUGH WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL AUTHORITY

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the sew-
ers in the Town of Marlborough that a sewer usage charge is due 
in one installment on October 1, 2023. The last day to pay without 
interest is November 1, 2023. Interest for a late payment is 1.5% 
per month reverting to the due date. Minimum interest is $2.00. 
The usage charge set for the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 is $587.00 per 
EDU. Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the fee or interest. 
Contact the tax office immediately if you do not receive a bill.
Please make checks payable to MWPCA (Marlborough Water Pol-
lution Control Authority). Payments may be mailed to Tax Collector, 
P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT. 06447. There is a lock box to the 
left of the Town Hall door for check payments only, or at the Tax 
Office in the Town Hall, 26 No. Main Street, Marlborough, CT. The 
Tax Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon.
Barbara C. Murray, WPCA Collector

3TB 9/29, 10/6, 10/27

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing at a Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 10, 
2023, at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeet-
ing Platform, on the following:

1. Petition 2023-07 – Petition of Paul Fichera requesting 
Special Permit approval for an accessory structure (garage) 
that exceeds 900 square feet on a lot under 5 acres in size, 
pursuant to Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, 
premise located at 103 Burrows Hill Road, Residence-1 
District.
2. Petition 2023-08 -  Petition of John Tarquinio / The Tar-
quinio Estate for a Special Permit to change a non-conform-
ing use to a conforming Rural Business Use in accordance 
with Section 6.B.3.7. of the Hebron Zoning Regulations at 33 
East Street, Residence-1 District. 
3. Petition 2023-05 - Petition of the Hebron Planning and 
Zoning Commission to Amend the Hebron Zoning Regula-
tions to delete existing 6.D Moratorium on Cannabis Estab-
lishments; Proposed Section 6.C.5 Cannabis Establishments 
to address prohibition; and Identify “Cannabis Establish-
ments” in the use table for each Zoning District as prohibited.

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 26th day of September, 
2023.
Natalie Wood, Chair

Planning and Zoning Commission
Sep 27, 2023, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone.

https://meet.goto.com/316770013
You can also dial in using your phone.

Access Code: 316-770-013
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212

Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Legal Notice will be published in the Rivereast News Bul-
letin on September 29, 2023 and October 6, 2023.

2TB 9/29, 10/6

TOWN OF HEBRON
SEWER USE LEGAL NOTICE

 
Sewer Use Bills are due and payable October 1, 2023. The 
billing rate is $592 which may be paid in two equal installments, 
the first installment being due October 1, 2023 and the second 
installment being due April 1, 2024. 
First Installment payments must be postmarked or received no 
later than November 1, 2023 to be considered on time with no 
additional charges. Second Installments must be postmarked or 
received no later than May 1, 2024. Payments that are unpaid as 
of November 2, 2023 and May 2, 2024, will be charged interest 
of 1.5% per month retroactive to the installment due date per 
State Statute 12-146.
To make payments by check, please make check payable to: 
Town of Hebron. Payments may be mailed to: Town of Hebron, 
15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248. If desired, send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a receipt. There is a drop-off box 
attached to the Town Office Building located next to the entrance 
on the lower level, south side. In addition there is a box inside 
the building located in the hallway between the Tax and Asses-
sor’s Office. Payments left in the box after the close of business 
will be retrieved the following morning. 
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Hours are Monday through Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday 
8:00am to 1:00pm. Please note Monday – Thursday the office is 
closed for lunch from 12:30pm – 1:15pm. 
Respectfully, 
Adrian MacLean
Revenue Collector 3TB 9/29, 10/6, 10/27

RICHMOND MEMORIAL LIBRARY
SEWER CONNECTION 

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Marlborough invites sealed bids from qualified 
contractors. Sealed Bids will be received by the Town of 
Marlborough by hard copy in the Office of the Town Clerk 
located at 26 North Main Street until 11:00 AM local time on 
Thursday, October 19, 2023. Received Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud at this time. The Project consists of 
installation of sewer lateral, grinder pump chamber, electrical 
connection, and abandonment of the septic tank and pump 
chamber. Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids 
shall be on a lump sum.
Bidding Documents are available for free download from the Town 
webpage Marlboroughct.net. 
Prospective Bidders may examine and obtain the Bidding Docu-
ments in the Office of the Town Clerk during Town Hall hours of 
operation.
A pre-bid conference will be held Tuesday, October 10, 2023 
at 4:00 PM at eh Richmond Memorial Library 15 School Drive. 
The building and site will be available for inspection after the 
meeting. Pre-bid conference attendance is encouraged but is not 
mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Performance 
Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price. 
The Surety Company shall be licensed in the State of Connecticut 
and listed on IRS Department Circular 570. A Payment Bond and 
Payment of Prevailing Wage Rates will not be required unless 
Contract amount is equal to or greater than $100,000.
Bid Bond is not required. The bidder agrees that its bid shall be 
good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a 
period of sixty [60] days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays 
excluded, after the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in 
the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and 
conditions described in the specifications; to reject any, any part 
of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding 
process; and to accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its 
best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project 
will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
ordinances and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the 
work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver the Contract 
for Construction of a Small Project and furnish a valid Certificate 
of Insurance with full policies, a Performance Bond, and Payment 
Bond if applicable, to the Town prior to the start of any work.
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received 
any and all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting 
a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and 
specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and 
does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, with-
draw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the 
best interest of the Town to do so.
The Town of Marlborough is an Affirmative Action/Equal Op-
portunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are 
encouraged to apply.
By: David R. Porter, Town Manager 
Date: September 23, 2023 2TB 9/29, 10/6

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on October 18, 2023, beginning at 7:00 PM in 
the Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, 
Colchester, CT, concerning the following matter:
Notice of Zoning Violation and Order to Cease and Desist 
dated September 28, 2023 and issued to Niantic Bay Group, 
LLC of 1967 N. Rose Hue Path, Hernando, FL 34442 for 
failure to provide required affordable housing within the Jordan 
Lane Affordable Housing Development (P&ZC Application 
2021-015) that was permitted pursuant to Section 8-30g of 
the CT General Statutes a/k/a the Affordable Housing Appeals 
Act. Niantic Bay Group, LLC has been Ordered to attend this 
public hearing to be heard; to demonstrate that the violations 
have been corrected, and to show cause as to why said Notice 
and Order should not remain in effect. Property Locations: 
34 Jordan Lane (ID#03-00/001-514);  24 Jordan Lane (ID#3-
00/001-517); 22 Jordan Lane (ID#3-00/001-518); 20 Jordan 
Lane (ID#3-00/001-519); 16 Jordan Lane (ID#3-00/001-520); 
12 Jordan Lane (ID#3-00/001-521); and 10 Jordan Lane 
(ID#3-00/001-522). Zoning District: Suburban Use (SU).
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of the Notice of Violation 
and Order to Cease and Desist is available in the Land Use 
Department and Town Clerk’s Office, Colchester Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular 
business hours (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday).
Planning & Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

2TB 10/6, 10/13

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
Thursday, October 12, 2023

6:30pm at Town Hall
LEGAL NOTICE

 
Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 576A for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 2 
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam – correction to a typographical 
error on the original application indicating the correct dimen-
sions for the covered porch are 11.6’ x 16.0’ – for applicant 
Middle Haddam Library.
Application 587 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 49 Middle 
Haddam Road, Middle Haddam – installation of a 24’ above 
ground pool with deck – for applicant William Hanna.
Application 589 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 6 Black-
smith Hill Road, Middle Haddam – replacement of 12 double 
hung windows – for applicant Anne & David Loranger.
The foregoing application is available for public review at the 
East Hampton Building Department.  At this hearing interested 
persons may be heard and written communications will be 
received.

1TB 10/6

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals took the following action 
at a meeting held on Tuesday, October 3, 2023 at the Hebron 
Town Office Building, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT, concern-
ing the following:
Petition 2023–5:  Request of John Paardenkooper, Jr. & 
Gabriella R. Paardenkooper, Owners, for a variance of Section 
2.E.5 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, to allow a 14’ x 24’ 
accessory structure (shed) to be located 15’ from the side 
property line where the minimum side yard setback is 35’, on 
premise located at 409 Jones Street, Residence 2 District. 
Approved
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 4th day of October 
2023.
Martin Halloran, Chairperson 
Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website 
at https://hebronct.com/agendas/ 1TB 10/6

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
$Letters, cont. from page 32
And even in the face of a crumbling society with 
crime, inflation, illegal immigration, and war, Joe 
Stevens fears a country under Trump. What’s next? 
Coke in the White House? Dog bites?

And congratulations to Scott Sauyet on his new 
grandparenthood. Rattles, pacifiers, diapers, first 
grade, drag shows…

There is no more garden, Scott. It’s already a 
wasteland.

Don’t jump!
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

Best Intentions 
To the Editor:

Talking to people about our country/govern-
ment I often hear them say, “I don’t understand 
why this is happening!” or “I can’t believe they 
are doing this!” The issues are as varied as deficit 
spending, proxy wars, the neglect of our citizens 
(East Palestine or Maui), health mandates, educa-
tion, or immigration. But no matter the issue, the 
mystery remains of why all these things seem to be 
happening, compounding, and repeating continu-
ously. 

Some people want to believe that it’s all just the 
ham-fisted actions of government... “Never attri-
bute to malice that which is adequately explained 
by stupidity.” Unfortunately that perspective also 
doesnt leave you in a good spot...it’s either “my 
government’s negligent” or “my government’s stu-
pid”....either perspective doesn’t fill you with a lot 
of faith, hope, and optimism. 

But when you step back and look at the com-
plexity of the issues, how these decisions are be-
ing made by a very few number of people who are 
all interconnected, it begins to make more sense 
when you consider that it’s neither negligence or 
stupidity; it’s intentional. 

You don’t spend trillions and call it “inflation 
reduction,” you don’t abandon the third-largest 
cache of military hardware on Earth in an effort 
to “strengthen the military,” you don’t encourage 
millions of illegals to rush the border because you 
want a strong national identity, you don’t give 
hundreds of billions to a country – supporting an 
unwinnable proxy war – while Americans struggle 
because you care about “saving democracy”. 

It’s bringing to fruition the collapse of the single 
country that could stop the plan for global gover-
nance. It’s the whittling away of the Constitution to 
bring in a “Green New Deal,” limiting your rights 
and potential. It’s happening, it’s global, and voting 
isn’t going to stop it when both sides are controlled 
by the same money-men.

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

It’s Not Personal
To the Editor:

When I first joined the Board of Selectmen 
I went into it with some pretty big preconceived 
ideas about my fellow selectmen, in particular 
Rosemary and Denise. I had formed my opinion 
based not only on what I saw in various board 
meetings, but also from all the chatter about them 
I had heard in my social circles. I had a positive 
opinion of Denise, and I didn’t really like what I 
had seen nor heard about Rosemary.

But serving with them, things changed. I grew 
to respect, and actually like, both of them. They 
have both worked very hard for the Town of Col-
chester. My disapproval of some decisions they’ve 
made, or things they’ve done, does not change 
that. I still like, and respect, Rosemary and Denise. 
They’re new found need to paint me as a bully in 
order to help get their friends Bernie and Dave 
elected doesn’t change that. I understand politics 
and the way the game is played, so have at it.

That said, I will continue to question the de-
cisions they’ve made as elected officials, things 
they’ve said during meetings, and actions they’ve 
taken. I will continue to do so with passion and 
conviction. If they respect me, as they once claimed 
they did, they would not expect (nor want) me to 
do anything less. I do not believe their ideas, or 
their approach to government, is what’s best for 
Colchester. I think it’s time we allow a new genera-
tion the chance to shape our community.

While the campaign strategy of Democrats in 
town requires everyone to believe otherwise, it’s 
entirely possible to like and respect people on a 

Support Hebron BOF Democrats
To the Editor:

As a former candidate for Board of Finance, I’m 
writing to show support for Adam Ockman and 
Brian Thibeault, Hebron’s democratic candidates 
for Board of Finance. Having spent some time 
getting to know them both, what Hebron needs 
to know is that they are both embedded in the 
community and are proud to call Hebron home. 
They are supporters of the Hebron Public School 
system and understand the need for a responsible 
education budget that aligns with the demands of 
the town as a whole. Their seats on the Board of 
Finance will improve collaboration with the Board 
of Education which is much needed following the 
recent budget cycle in Hebron. Both candidates 
followed closely and provided real solutions to 
help get the budget passed. 

 Please join me in voting for Brian and Adam 
on Nov. 7! 

Amy Dunnells – Hebron

Change in Hebron
To the Editor,

As we move towards Election Day in Hebron, 
the long overdue upgrade of the Public Works fa-
cility continues to occupy many peoples’ minds. 
However, I believe it is more than the project that 
has people concerned. The residents of Hebron 
have consistently voiced their desire to protect and 
promote our historic rural character, environment 
and education. The recent Public Works survey 
only served to confirm what should have been 
crystal clear to our town government. Numerous 
failures to engage with residents leading up to the 
overwhelming defeat in the survey have left the 
Town disorganized and dysfunctional. It is time 
for a change of leadership. We need new represen-
tation, new ideas and new goals that reflect the vi-
sion of Hebron’s citizens.

I urge the residents of Hebron to vote on Nov. 
7 and elect John Matra and Claudia Riley to the 
Board of Selectmen. These two exceptional candi-
dates have the experience, integrity and vision to 
move Hebron forward. John Matra served as an 
integral part of the Hebron Green Committee and 
their exceptional efforts to protect our environ-
ment. Claudia Riley has a broad range of experi-
ence professionally and as a volunteer in Hebron 
that will offer perspective and character.

It is vital to support the BOS with an active, 
engaged and enlightened Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Please vote for Frank Zitkus, Ja-
net Fodaski and Davis Howell. Frank Zitkus has 
served on the PZC and the Open Space Commis-
sion since 1998. His experience. passion and vision 
for Hebron is critical in these challenging times. 
Janet Fodaski offers proven skill as a problem 
solver and Davis Howell holds a commitment to 
defending Hebron’s character and moving forward 
with responsibility to the past.

This is not about Party, it is about people. To-
gether we can create a Hebron based on principles 
and unity.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

personal level while disagreeing and not liking 
them as politicians. Those are not, nor have they 
ever been, mutually exclusive positions. 

Jason LaChapelle – Colchester
Libertarian Candidate for Board of Selectmen
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If anyone refused to 
rent to you because 

of your source of 
income, race, color, 

national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender, 

religion, marital 
status, age, disability 
or because you have 

children, you may 
have been the victim 

of illegal housing 
discrimination. 

Contact the 
Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION 

IS ILLEGAL 
For Help Call 
888-247-4401

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated people 
to join our team! Offering not your average LPN shifts, 
per-diem shifts available on ALL shifts including 11pm-
7am! Colebrook Village is a proud community and 
home to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
Residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents, alongside 
our amazing staff. If you are looking for a change and aspire 
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable work 
you do; reach out for more details! A Unique Healthcare 
Opportunity Awaits! Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401k

Call Cheyenne Baker at 860-801-1114
or email CBaker@colebrookvillage.com

C
IT
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Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated people 
to join our team! Offering not your average CNA positions, 
ALL shifts including 3-11pm & 11pm-7am. Colebrook 
Village is a proud community and home to Independent, 
Assisted Living, and Memory Care Residents. It is a 
privilege to serve our residents, alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and aspire to be 
appreciated for the important, and honorable work you 
do; reach out for more details! A Unique Healthcare 
Opportunity Awaits! Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401k

Call Cheyenne Baker at 860-801-1114
or email CBaker@colebrookvillage.com

C
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Help Wanted
Help needed in our  

Printing Department.
Hours available Mon. - Fri.

Email Jim for more information
jim@rarereminder.com

No phone calls please.
Must be 18 years old CIT9-28-23

PETS

10
05

23

Detailed Pictures

Located at Beckley Farms

Call for the scheduling  
of an open house.

CIT10-5-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE10-6-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Be brave enough
to be bad at something new.
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Seeking Mechanical Drafter skilled in AUTO CAD, 
Microstation or similar to generate CAD fabrication and 

detail drawings based on contract plans. Experience 
with Microsoft Excel, Word, and Outlook. Extracting data 

from Contract Plans and creating detailed drawings. 
3D experience, piping and hanger experience a plus. 
Microstation proficiency preferred. While proficiency in 

Microstation is preferred, we also accept candidates with 
expertise in AutoCAD. The ideal candidate should have a 

minimum of five years of drafting experience, demonstrating 
the ability to produce high-quality 2D drawings suitable for 
fabrication and construction. Salary is negotiable based 

upon experience. Benefits include: Health Insurance, Dental 
Insurance, 401K, Vacation, Life and Disability Insurance.

Please send resume to: P.O. Box 186, Colchester, CT 
06415 or email to beth@eaglemanufacturinginc.com

Mechanical CAD Drafter:

East Hampton Public Schools is seeking
Substitute Teachers

Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree OR must be over 
18 years old with a high school diploma or equivalent and 
documented experience working with school-age children.  

The position reports to the principal or designee at the 
location to which they are assigned and is responsible 
for providing instruction and managing the learning 

environment. Per diem rate is $120.00 per day.
Please apply online at:

http://www.applitrack.com/easthampton/onlineapp/
For further information contact Mary Clark:

mclark@easthamptonct.org
The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Head of Technical Library Services /
Librarian II

Town of Portland, Connecticut (EOE)
Deadline: October 20, 2023

Wage Range: $30.36 to $35.13
Send application to: First Selectman’s Office, P.O. Box 71, 

Portland, CT 06480-0071
or email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org 

40 hours per week; regular night + Saturday rotation; fringe 
benefit package; union position. Subject to pre-employment 
drug/alcohol testing & background check. All qualified appli-
cants will be considered for employment without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin.
Professional person for public library responsible for maintain-
ing database records, processing materials, producing statistics 
reports, attending meetings, cooperating with all library depart-
ments & regional consortium, providing reference service to the 
public, data entry, & overseeing department workflow. Works 
under general supervision of Library Director or other profes-
sional library staff. Requirements:  Master’s in Library Science 
+ 2 years’ experience in library services, experience in techni-
cal services preferred. Familiarity with cataloging practices and 
standards, thorough knowledge of MARC records, library-relat-
ed databases. Ability to provide reference & circulation services 
required.  Must have excellent written & spoken communication 
skills. Familiarity with Sierra system preferred. 1TB 10/6

TOWN OF HEBRON
FINANCE DIRECTOR

The Town of Hebron is seeking qualified candidates for the po-
sition of Finance Director.  This position plans, organizes and 
supervises the accounting, payroll and purchasing operations 
of the town; prepares supporting data for the annual operat-
ing and capital improvement budget recommendations; and 
performs Treasurer duties as specified by statute and the Town 
Charter.  This position oversees the Assessment and Revenue 
Departments.  The position is responsible for coordinating the 
annual audit with the external auditors.  Requires skilled use of 
Microsoft Office 365 and municipal financial software; the cur-
rently installed system is Tyler School ERP Pro.  The position 
reports to the Town Manager.  
The successful candidate should have a bachelor’s degree 
and at least five years of experience and be familiar with the 
principles and practices of municipal accounting.  Starting 
salary range $122,000 to $135,000 depending on experience 
and certifications. 
Resumes should be sent to Andrew J. Tierney, Town Manager, 
Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248. Applica-
tions will be considered as they are received; position remains 
open until filled.  More details and a job description are avail-
able at www.hebronct.com. The Town of Hebron is an equal 
opportunity employer.

1TB 10/6

ANGELO’S BAKERY: 
front counter help. Part-
time. Call 860-537-2272 
or ap ply at 32 Halls Hill 
Road, Col chester.

COL CHESTER WINE 
AND SPIR ITS: is look-
ing for a part time li quor 
store clerk. Stop in per-
son to ap ply at store. 
99 Lin wood Ave, Col-
chester.

COOK WANTED: Stop 
in to the Green leaf Cafe 
in Hebron or call 860-
228-8148.

F T / P T  C L E A N E R : 
helper wanted. Early 
un til 2pm. Please stop in 
to Marl bor ough Coun try 
Bakery.

LABORER WANTED: 
Hebron, minor land-
scap ing, other out side 
as sist ance, trans port 
provided as ne ces sary. 
$15-$20/hr, paid daily. 
Good for high school 
stu dents. 860-377-0188. 
Text best.

S E E K I N G 
E N E R G E T I C 
P E R S O N :  t o  he l p 
mother and daugh ter, 
l iv ing in Hebron, on 
week ends from 9:30-
1:30, do ing out door fun 
activ ities. $17/hr. Call 
860-228-0809.

S A T U R D A Y 
WAITRESS NEEDED: 
ex per i ence a must for 
a fun, friendly break-
fast res taur ant. Ap ply at 
Eggs Up Res taur ant on 
Rt 66, Port land.

EMPLOYMENT

3 BDRM RANCH: in 
Col chester. 1.5 BTH, 
one car at tached gar-
age, ful l  base ment. 
$2,400 plus utilities; no 
pets, non smoker, avail-
able Novem ber 1st. Call 
or Text 860-908-4716.

EAST HAMPTON: One 
bed room town house. 
First floor; kit chen, din-
ing area, large liv ing 
room, in cludes stove, 
re fri ger at or, dis pos al, 
and dish wash er. Se cond 
floor; full bath, large bed-
room, ample closets. 
Park-like set ting, deck, 
ad ja cent to lake, 2 park-
ing spaces, on-site laun-
dry. In quires call 860-
633-7319, 8am-5pm.

T W O  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENT: for rent 
in Hebron, 2nd floor. Re-
cently re modeled. $1600 
per month plus se cur ity. 
860-604-6665.

SEEKING DENTAL 
HYGIENIST : 1 day/
week. Your choice of day 
- M, Tu, or Th 8-5. Dental 
of fice in Marl bor ough. 
860-295-8132.

Non-medical, mostly companionship, meals & 
light housekeeping. Colchester. Part-time days. 

Great small caring agency. Must have caregiving 
experience, paid or non-paid & pass background 

check. Looking for long term employee.
Mon-Sat hours. Older adults encouraged to apply.

Immediate work. Call 860-967-0831

R
E9
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Caregiver Needed

Your 
Ad Call: 860-633-4691

Should Be 
here!

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

IWWA ACTIONS

Notice is hereby given that the Inland Wetlands and Wa-
tercourses Agency held a Regular Meeting at 6:30 p.m. on 
September 27, 2023 at the East Hampton Town Hall and via 
ZOOM to consider the following: 
Application IW-23-018: Jeffrey Schleidt, Mott Hill Rd., Timber 
harvest within Upland Review Area. Map 24/ Block 44/ Lot 
14D – Approved
Application IW-23-020: Linda DiCaprio, 83A North Main St., 
Grade and landscape slope within Upland Review Area. Map 
04A/ Block 45/ Lot 13B- Agent Approval with Conditions
Application IW-23-021: Peter Guastamachio, 5 Clearwater 
Condo, 20’ x 11’.6” deck expansion in Upland Review Area. 
Map 10A/ Block 80/ Lot 5/3- Agent Approval with Conditions
Chairman Joshua Wilson

1TB 10/6

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF ANDOVER

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
7:00 P.M., WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2023

The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing at 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 18, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. on the ap-
plication of Vincent Grimaldi, at which a request for a variance for 
the property at 357 Lake Road, Andover will be heard. The public 
hearing will be held in person in the Community Room of the Town 
Hall, 17 School Road, Andover. The applicant is seeking relief 
from Section 11.2 of the Andover Zoning Regulations so as to 
allow for the reduction in the sideyard setback requirements from 
25’ to 18’ so as to allow for the construction of a 21’ x 21’ shed.
Comments/questions will be taken during the hearing. Written 
comments submitted to the Building and Land Use Office a 
minimum of 24 hours prior to the hearing will be entered into the 
public record of the hearing. Additional details can be found at the 
Building and Land Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover,
or by contacting the Office at 860.742.7305 ext. 4220.

2TB 10/6, 10/13

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start  ing 
soon. Of fer ing Puppy 
Kinder garten; Basic 
Man ner s/What Res cue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Ther apy; Scent 
Work. Over 25 years 
ex per i ence. Michelle 
Lar son, PAWS-N-HEEL 
DTC, 860-267-6040, 
paws-n-heel do gtrain-
ing. com.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

R
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Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E3
-6

-2
0

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Fall Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

CIT2-23-23

860-895-8879
Your Friend in the Fertilization Business

FREE ESTIMATES

Granular Fertilization
Weed / Insect Control

Grub Control

Tick Control
Aerating / Seeding

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

R
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

here comes leaf season again.
lawn Tecs sr llc.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Located in MarLborough, ct

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

scheduling fall cleanups now

r
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc
Light Land Clearing, Grading, Excavation, 
Gravel Driveways, Shed Pads, Foundation 

Plantings, Garden Restorations, New Lawns, 

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Mulching, Trimming, etc. Licensed & Insured

— SINCE 2004 —

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

R
E5
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3
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Bulk 
Materials

Lot

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

C
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LAWN & GARDEN REFRESH!
Great products for fixing lawns and helping gardens:
Premium Screened Top Soil for Lawns & Gardens

plus Black Gold Leaf Compost
Dress your garden beds with your choice of 9 premium 

bulk mulches or 5 different decorative stones.
Pick it up or have it delivered – 7 days a week! 

— LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM —

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E9
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

FALL IS HERE!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups & Snow Removal  

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-29-23

860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care

R
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Fall Lawn Renovation
Hydroseeding • Topsoil

Topsoil Delivery $45.00/yd 
Free Delivery with 3 yard min. 
• Stonework
• Bluestone
• Brick Work

FREE 
WRITTEN 

ESTIMATES

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC

Fully Equipped & Skilled
in all phases of TREE WORK!

888-646-TREE(8733)

860-859-0069 
860-303-6507

— Senior Citizen & Military Discount —

R
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 OWNER OPERATED
CT LIC. ARBORIST S-4475

FULLY INSURED

Call usCall us  now and get the best price ever! 

Free 
Estimates

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

LAWN MOWING: Pro-
fes sion al, com pet it ive 
rates. Call Tho mas 860-
267-7515.

M A S T E R 
GARDENER: UCONN/
CT State Cer ti fied. Pro-
fes sional garden ing 
care, dia gnos ing prob-
lems, skilled prun ing/
trim ming, plant ing, des-
ign, mulch ing, edging, 
lawn mow ing. 30 years 
ex per i ence. Call Tho-
mas 860-267-7515.

TOTAL LAWN CARE: 
Mow ing, c lean-ups, 
p lant  ing,  mulch ing, 
thatch ing, aer a t ion, 
dump run s/ junk re-
moval and handy man 
ser vices. Vet and Senior 
dis counts. Call 860-342-
2204 or 860-638-8812

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Commercial & Residential – Kyle C. Salamone, Owner
Portland, CT

860-342-0352
www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Walkways • Patios
Landscaping • Bed Installation

Tree & Plant Installation

C
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Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

3-
5-

20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

-Don’t forget to ask about
Liming & Fall Fertilizing-

Curbside
leaf

pickup!
lawns-n-stuff

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

RE10-8-21

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LAWNS-N-STUFF

Marlborough, CT
Call 860-295-9692

Fully Insured R
E3
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GUTTer 
CLeANiNG

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL

House Washing
Roof Cleaning
Deck Cleaning 

www.NorthEastPowerWashing.com

860-818-4899
FULLY INSURED CIT9-21-23

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$$$ CASH $$$
for SCRAP

FREE DUMPSTERS
for contractors & businesses

Ostrinsky Scrap
731 Parker St., Manchester, CT

860-643-5879
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 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com

R
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2

-1
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Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser-
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597. 

D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

H O M E  R E PA I R  & 
RENOVATION : con-
tract or. Jobs big or 
small, give Colin of KCM 
Prop er ties, LLC a call. 
860-798-3260.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
paint ing, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris re moval, 
back hoe, dump truck, 
sep tic. Fully li censed 
and in sured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

R
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage
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Specializing in Residential &
Commercial Roofing for over 20 years

– No Salesman – Owner Does The Roofing
– Free Competitive Estimates

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410
C
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LLC
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Complete
Interior/Exterior

House &
Trim Painting

Deck Refinishing
FREE CONSULTATION

203-640-3464
paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com License#0667603

 Call For Our Discount Programs 

C
IT

3-
5-

20

— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
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Call for our Spring Specials
Houses • Decks

Paver Patios & more!

ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CALL US!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

— Serving All of Connecticut —
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

#PLM.0204151-Pl • #HTG.0308804-S7

Morasutti
Plumbing
& Heating

24-Hour 
Service203.238.0447
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

Patio • Pool Patio • Sidewalks
Driveways • Stone Walls • Steps
Retaining & Free Standing Walls

Cultured Stone • Blue Stone
Stone Veneers • Brick • Block

EDI Masonry & Landscaping

Call for FREE Design Consult 

860-930-3199
www.edimasonryandlandscaping.com

10% OFF with this ad
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Landscaping LICENSED & INSURED

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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860-378-9843 Obispo
860-477-7432 Alfonso

Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling,
Walkways, Pavers, Stonework, 

Painting, Decks, Fireplaces, Fire Pit
Free estimates • Licensed & insured R

E3
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2-
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33 Cooper St., 
Manchester, CT 

06040

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Heating, Air Conditioning,
Hot Water & Ductless Splits

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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23860.888-2090
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chim neys can 
burn! Hav ing your chim-
ney cleaned yearly en-
sures peace of mind. 
Dust-free pro fes sional 
clean ing. Fully in sured. 
Dave 860-267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n  i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flash ing, fur-
nace liners and more. 
No non sense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual ex per i ence as the 
owner of Gla ston bury’s 
local chim ney ser vice. 
Wil liam Al len 860-633-
1033.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Cus tom stain ing and 
fin ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

GUTTERS CLEANED: 
Local, re li able, re spons-
ible, and prompt. Free 
es tim ates. Best rates. 
Call Tho mas 860-267-
7515.

HEDGE TRIMMING/ 
SHRUB PRUNING : 
Odd jobs, dump runs. 
No job too small. Fully 
in sured. K.F.P. Ser vices. 
Call Kevin 860-342-
0414 or 860-989-6858.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

JUST L IKE HOME 
DAY CARE : in Col-
chester, Is a li censed 
fam ily day care. Child’s 
day in cludes learn ing 
skills, arts/ crafts, in door/
out door play, lunch & 
snacks. We ac cept Care 
4 Kids. Cer ti fied first aid 
& pe di at ric CPR. Gloria 
860-844-8465. Hr. 7am-
5pm.

MATH TUTOR: Sub-
jects tutored -  Al gebra 
I, Al gebra II, Geo metry. 
30+ years Ex per i ence. 
Call 860-228-0164.

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

CIT4-13-23

0635952

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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FALL 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

SeSealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —

R
E3

-1
3-

20

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

SERVICES

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote!

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

 SERVICES

CLEANING

FOR SALE

Stamped Concrete •  Epoxy • Stenciling

ATC
All Things
Concrete

Snow Plowing & Sanding Available

LIC #670646 & INSURED

Pool Decks • Patios
Sidewalks & Steps
Garage Foundations

ADA • Flatwork

CALL 860-639-4091
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SEALCOATING
Asphalt Repair & Maintenance

Hot Rubber Crack Filling

860.531.2820

PAVING

C
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Service Upgrades • EV Chargers
Portable/Standby Generators

0207566-E1

jayproelec@gmail.com
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For All Your 
Electrical 

Needs!

860-680-1790

Residential
& Commercial

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your car pets deep 
dry cleaned. Elim in-
ate prob lems as so ci-
ated with wa ter (mold, 
mil dew). Best method 
avail able for re moval 
of pet stains, etc. Re-
moves al ler gens. Im-
me di ate use. Uphol stery 
clean ing. Com pletely 
safe. Ex per i enced, ref-
er ences, in sured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 calls only.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of ex per i ence, 
I off er re li able ser vice. 
reas on able rates and I 
do an amaz ing job. Re-
fer ences upon re quest. 
Please call or text for 
free es tim ates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

I’D LOVE TO HELP: 
you juggle your busy 
l ives by taking one 
dreaded task off your 
list... Cleaning. I love 
when my client walks in 
and says “WOW!” That’s 
what I aim for every time. 
860-301-5625.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Ques tions whether your 
wood floors really need 
sand ing? Have ex is ti-
ng sur face fin ish deep 
cleaned, re vital ized, with 
a dur able ac rylic/ureth-
ane floor fin ish. The best 
al tern at ive to the mess, 
ex pense of sand ing. 
Vinyl floors stripped/re-
fin ished. Ex per i enced, 
ref er ences, in sured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only

BUILDING LOT FOR 
SALE: Owner fin an-
cing avail able. 860-604-
4601.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great 
for art pro jects , wrap-
ping and pack ing, table 
cov er ings for pub lic din-
ners, etc. THE GLA-
STON BURY CIT IZEN. 
87 Nut meg Lane (off 
Oak Street) 860-633-
4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: $260 per CORD. 
Call 860-608-1919.

TEAK DINING ROOM 
TABLE: 36”x60”, two 
leaves, six chairs, $250. 
Ch ina cab in et, 48”x72”, 
$200. Kitchen is land, 
42”x24”, $100. Dis play 
cab in et, 16”x80”, $50. 
All ex cel lent. 860-301-
7319. Port land.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered loc ally $270/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

P L A N  A H E A D  
F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE :  Cal l  Reg gie 
860-657-8052 or Ray 
860-952-4741. $270 a 
cord, $170 for half. Make 
your re ser va tion, to be 
de livered now or later.

F I R E W O O D 
SEASONED/SPLIT : 
hard wood. Full cord 
$270. Half cord $165. 
De liv ery in cluded to 
local area. Quick de liv-
ery. Call 860-633-5766.

F L O R A L  L I V I N G 
ROOM FURNITURE 
SET: with couch, love-
seat, coff ee table with 
match ing side table and 
lamp. Ex cel lenct con-
di tion. $600. Pic tures 
upon re quest. 860-918-
7655.

FOR SALE :  8’ x 6’ 
Shed. Ex cel lent con di-
tion. Ask ing $500. Call 
860-228-0164.

M O D E R N  D I N I N G 
ROOM SET: 6 black 
leather chairs, glass 
din ing room table with 
marble bases. Set in-
cludes black wood-grain 
Ch ina Closet with glass 
shelves and lights. $900. 
Pic tures upon re quest. 
860-918-7655.

OLD BOTTLES :  of 
many var i  et  ies,  old 
cam er as, and other old 
items. Call 860-537-
9620.

PITBULL PUPPIES 
READY : for forever 
homes! 15 weeks old. 2 
male pup pies re main ing. 
Also have 9 week old 
fe male puppy. Par ents 
on premise. $375, Call 
for in fo 860-617-6539.
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TAG SALES

September is a perfect time to install a  
New Mitsubishi Cooling & Heating System!

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  
Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

09
21

23

Call Now and schedule a Free In-Home Consultation 
or visit our Showroom in Portland CT for more info!

Take advantage of...
Instant Rebates up to $5000.00
2023 Federal Tax Credit of $2000.00
0% No Money Down 18 Month Financing
“Have It Installed Before the Leaves Fall.”
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Fall Is A Perfect Time To Install A
New Mitsubishi Heating & Cooling System!

(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service

R
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80 MIDDLETOWN AVENUE • EAST HAMPTON, CT

FALL IS OFFICIALLY HERE!
If you haven’t cleaned your septic 
tank in two years, now is the time.

CALL TODAY!AY!

RE10-6-23

B A R N  &  T O O L 
ESTATE SALE: Octo-
ber 13th & 14th from 
9am-3pm, 19 Lake 
Road, Port land.

ESTATE SALE: 74 Pine 
Ridge Drive, An dover. 
Satur day, Octo ber 14th.

GARAGE SALE: Sat/
Sun, 10/7 & 10/8, 8:30-
2:30, RAIN OR SHINE. 
Baby/kids gear, toys/
games, books, fur niture, 
dé cor, hol i day, vin tage 
train ac cessor ies. 56 
Saner Road, Marl bor-
ough.

ESTATE SALE: Fri & 
Sat Oct 6th & 7th 9-3pm. 
435 Ridge Road, Weth-
ersfield. Com plete con-
tents priced to sell!

FIRST CHURCH SU-
P E R  G I  A N T  TA G 
SALE: 10/20, 12-6pm, 
10/21, 9-3pm. Clothes, 
books, craft sup plies, 
jew elry, col lect ibles, fur-
niture, kids, hol i day dé-
cor, house hold, Cider 
Donuts  by  Dude ’s ! 
Much, much more! 2183 
Main Street, Gla ston-
bury.

MULTI FAM ILY TAG 
SALE:  Sat Oct 7th 
9-2,  25 Bob white Hill, 
Weth ersfield. Bi cycles, 
puzzles, games, books, 
baby and house hold 
items, Cloth ing much 
more. Rain or Shine.

MULTI-FAMILY GIANT 
TAG SALE: Sunday, 
Oct 8th, 7-4p. 85 Hog 
Hill Road, East Hamp-
ton. House Flip pers 
dream sale! Tons of 
build ing ma ter i als, win-
dows, patio doors, in-
terior trim, door hard-
ware, light fix tures, van-
it ies, tools, etc. Home 
fur niture, mir rors, home 
and hol i day de cor, ski 
boots, snow board, adult 
and kids cloth ing, desig-
ner hand bags, an tique 
dishes. Come and see. 
EVERYTHING NEEDS 
TO GO!

MULTI-FAMILY TAG 
SALE: Sat, Oct 7th. 
Rain date Oct 8th, 9a-
3p, 88 El iza beth Drive, 
Hebron.  House hold 
items, toys/games, bar 
stools, tread mill, vi ol in, 
cloth ing, dec or a tions of 
all kinds. No early birds 
please.TAG SALE IN BARN: 

671 Nor wich Ave, Col-
chester. Saturday only. 
Oct 7th, 8a-1p. Power -
-tools, fur niture, home 
dé cor, kitc hen items, 
clothes for every one. 
Vera Brad ley purses, 
elec tron ics. Some thing 
for every one.


