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Santa and his Classic Chevy “Sleigh”

For more than 50 years, Belltown’s own Santa travels far in his classic car to spread 
holiday cheer. Stylin’ Saint Nick is pictured making a pit stop at Lost Spring Farm in 
East Hampton. 

By London Brazal
Instead of a sleigh and nine reindeer, a lo-

cal Santa travels around with his classic cars to 
spread festive joy. 

Tom Flemke Sr. has put the famous red fur-
trimmed suit and matching hat on for the last 50 
years, starting when his kids were young. When 
asked why he decided to dress up as Santa, he 
simply patted his stomach, saying how he had 
the original look, so why not. 

When Flemke first set out to be Santa, he 
used to drive around on his motorcycle. “That 
was cool,” said Flemke. “I think I looked better 
on that but I had to sell those since my balance 
isn’t what it used to be.” 

This season, Flemke can be seen in a red and 
white 1954 Chevrolet Bel Air. The car is an orig-
inal model and Flemke bought it refurbished 
from San Diego. With a few upgrades, he now 
enjoys some heat in his car as opposed to the 
Model A people might be more familiar with. 
Unfortunately, the black Model A Cabriolet is 
not in service right now. People may recall the 
all-steel car with a red-nosed reindeer attached 
to the front. As the Model A is in the shop, the 
car will be repainted red and have a foldable 
roof installed to help shield some of December’s 
cold. 

As the weather has been warmer than in oth-
er years, Flemke can comfortably use the Chevy 
but when it does snow, he will go out in his pick-
up truck. “It’s a tiring season but I still do it,” 
added Flemke. 

Throughout the festive season, Flemke drives 
around to all sorts of events but typically fre-
quents malls in Connecticut, Rhode Island and 

Massachusetts. Occasionally, he is asked to stop 
by parties. One time, a few engineers from Pratt 
and Whitney saw Flemke and politely begged 
him to stop by a gathering they were having. A 
bit later, he said yes and learned that the request 
was simply for a little girl to see Santa. 

Sometimes, Flemke’s late wife Judy would 

dress up as Mrs. Claus and the two would go out 
together. Now, Flemke’s granddaughter Maddy 
Lanzi will occasionally fill the role. “She’s do-
ing great things,” said Flemke. After graduating 
from Connecticut River Academy in 2019, Lan-
zi joined the Navy. “She loves what she does.” 

Flemke also would dress up as Santa and go 

to Paul’s & Sandy’s Too. On Christmas morning, 
Flemke’s son-in-law will shave Flemke’s beard. 
The goatee will stay year-round but the cycle of 
growing the beard out begins again in March. 
However, every three to four years, Flemke 
would grow out his normal hair to donate to 
wigs for cancer patients in honor of his late sis-
ter Sandra Peszynski, who battled cancer.

Almost every day in December, Flemke goes 
out in his red classic car dressed up. The other 
day, he was driving on Interstate 91 near El-
lington and people were slowing down to drive 
next to him and take photos. “I do it for the 
kids but the adults also go crazy over it,” said 
Flemke. Many times, it is adults who interact 
with Flemke and compliment his cars. 

A popular road to see Santa’s classic car 
is while driving on Route 2 when he goes to 
Hartford. “I’ll drive around Hartford and get 
stopped by lots of people,” added Flemke. He 
has also made television appearances when peo-
ple send in photos to the local news stations. In 
Glastonbury, a woman was getting interviewed 
and she stopped to say, “Look, it’s Santa!” The 
cameraman panned to Flemke to get some ex-
tra footage. He also was on TV in Old Saybrook 
and had a funny bit with people who wore fake 
Santa beards. 

While driving around, Flemke will also be 
pulled over by police but not for anything 
“naughty”. One year, a Hartford cop bragged to 
his coworkers that he saw Santa driving on Rt. 2 
in a cool car. Later that day, two other Hartford 
cops saw Santa and got Flemke to stop to take a 
picture with them. 

Each year, Flemke creates more special mem-
ories and has several interesting stories. At 75 
years old, he is unsure how much longer he will 
dress up. But for now, he is excited to get the 
Model A out of the shop and by next Christmas, 
it should be ready. 

Christmas Advice from Mrs. Claus
By Michael Sinkewicz

With Christmas right around the corner, who 
better to spread holiday cheer than Andover’s 
own “Mrs. Merry Claus.”

“Christmas is my jam,” expressed 40-year 
resident Dianne Grenier, who has worked in the 
professional Santa business since 2006.

Last year, Grenier was inducted into the New 
England Santa Society [NESS] hall of fame, and 
was also featured in the Max documentary San-
ta Camp. It’s safe to say she’s an expert in her 
field and a trusted source for last minute Christ-
mas advice and inspiration.
Not Your Typical Mall Santa and Mrs. Claus

Every year, local Santas flock to Sturbridge, 
Mass., to learn how to perfect their craft. These 
“Santa Schools” serve as an educational experi-
ence for both newbies and veterans to soak up 
helpful details that will translate to a smooth 
holiday season back home.

Grenier has taught a course on Mrs. Claus, 
and you may have seen her on top of a Zamboni 
during a Hartford Wolf Pack game, or at several 
public appearances at the Dzen Tree Farm in 

South Windsor alongside live reindeer.
Most locals will catch her at the Andover Li-

brary, where she does meet and greet events. 
As expected, Mrs. Claus’s calendar gets quite 
crowded this time of year, starting the weekend 
before Thanksgiving.

“I’m keeping plenty busy,” she said.
Grenier, who retired from a long career at 

Pratt & Whitney, brings a miniature notebook 
during her solo outings away from Santa, and 
jots down the gift requests of eager children. Of-
ten, she explained, they’re a lot less intimidated 
when talking to her compared to Saint Nicholas 
himself, which has created countless memora-
ble moments.

One evening while Grenier was holding court 
for around 20 kids, with the “paparazzi” pool of 
parents hovering close by, one six-year-old girl 
thrusted her way through the crowd armed with 
an envelope addressed to Mrs. Claus.

“She was on a mission,” Grenier recalled, and 
the child bestowed her letter and explained the 
urgency behind her disruption: “I know you do 

all the shopping,” the girl told her. “Santa is just 
a delivery boy.”

“It was terribly amusing,” Grenier joked.
While professional Santas can earn a healthy 

paycheck from their holiday services and 
Christmas Eve house calls, Grenier uses her in-
come as a local fundraiser; all of her checks are 
made out to the Andover Library. For her, the 
gig was never about making money, but rather 
the personal gratification.

“It’s just too much fun,” she said. “As long as 
I’m healthy, I plan to continue.”

Tips From Mrs. Claus
This year, communities warmly welcomed 

both Santa and Mrs. Claus home.
“There is extreme Christmas spirit,” Grenier 

said. “Kids are just lighting right up.”
But holiday cheer shouldn’t only be limited 

to the youngest residents, according to Grenier. 
Often, she’ll see grandparents or college kids 
who just returned home for winter break sneak-
ing a quick picture.

Merry Christmas
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NO REFERRAL
NEEDED!!!

860-788-7976 

Call or visit
www.symmetryusa.net

to request a visit.

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS

from
Keith, Lynne 

and Tom

Stop by and Stop by and 
contributecontribute

to ourto our
Giving Tree! Giving Tree! 
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Call us today to see what Marlborough Health
& Rehabilitation Center can do for you!

Renovations are complete, including a new secure 
memory care unit. Call us today for a visit and tour.

RE11-24-23

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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Happy Happy 
HolidaysHolidays

Angelo’s Bakery
32 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT

860-537-2272

Happy 
Holidays!

Cookie Trays, Pies, Cakes
and Angel Wing Trays

We will also have your holiday 
needs like Strufoli, Torrone, 

Panettone and Pizzelle

All our regular Bakery Goods
will be available such as:

Stuffed Breads, Cupcakes, Cannoli, 
Dinner Rolls & much more...

CHRISTMAS
WEEKEND HOURS
Friday, Dec. 22nd 7:00-3:30

Saturday, Dec. 23rd 6:30-4:00
Sunday, Dec. 24th 6:30-3:00

CLOSED:
Christmas Day

Tuesday, Dec. 26th

Wednesday, Dec. 27th
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Happy Holidays and 
Cheers to the New Year!

We appreciate the support 
from our customers and look 
forward to serving you in 2024.

Wishing you a holiday season filled 

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

with joy from the entire 
team at Belltown Motors.rs.



NEWS BULLETIN • December 22, 2023 Page 3

$Christmas Advice cont. from page 1

Andover Veterans
Ceremony

Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz will host an appre-
ciation ceremony honoring the Korean War-era 
and Vietnam War-era veterans in the Andover 
community. The ceremony is tentatively sched-
uled for January. 

All veterans who served during the Korean 
War-era from June 27, 1950-Jan. 31, 1955, or 
Vietnam War-era from Feb. 28, 1961-July 1, 
1975, provide your name, rank, branch of ser-
vice, and years of service to the Andover Vet-
erans representatives via email, at veterans@
andoverct.org, or calling Susan Camoroda at 
703-472-3209 or John Botti at 860-839-3481. 

Resident Presents Research

Volunteers Sought for Fields Committee

Scholarship Opportunity 
Announced

The East Hartford Garden Club has an-
nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a 
resident of Andover, Bolton, Bloomfield, Cov-
entry, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glaston-
bury, Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storrs 
or Windsor Locks.

The student must plan on majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-
servation, forestry, environmental concerns, 
botany and other allied subjects.

Applications with the submittal instructions 
are available at the guidance department of the 
attending school. All completed applications 
must be received by April 1, 2024, to be con-
sidered.

Commission, Committee 
Members Needed

Any Andover elector interested in serving on 
one of the following committees or commis-
sions should send a letter of interest via email to 
townclerk@andoverct.org:

Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Ethics Com-
mission, Inland Wetlands Commission alter-
nate, Ordinance Review Committee.

Annual Toy Drive
The Andover town employees are collecting 

new unwrapped toys and gift cards to distribute 
to Andover families for Christmas throughout 
the holiday season. All are asked to bring dona-
tions to the Town Office Building, 17 School Rd. 

For more information, or if you are or know 
of a family in need of assistance, call Roberta 
at 860-742-7305 ext 4215 or Carol at 860-742-
0188 ext 2.

The town recently received a $500,000 STEAP 
(Small Town Economic Assistance Program) 
grant to cover most of the costs of improving 
the athletic fields on Long Hill – and town se-
lectmen are now looking for people to help 
oversee the project.

These improvements, which are designed to 
benefit residents of all ages, include the addition 
of a playground, water and electrical connec-
tions to the softball field, three new pickleball 
courts, and lighting for the soccer field and 
pickleball courts. 

The Board of Selectmen is setting up a com-

mittee to help oversee this project.  The board is 
looking for a diverse set of volunteers including 
parents with young children, those interested in 
athletics including soccer and softball, as well 
as adults interested in pickleball to be on the 
committee. Anyone with a construction or en-
gineering background is also welcome to apply.

If interested, submit a letter with a short de-
scription to the Andover Town Clerk at town-
clerk@andoverct.org , or mail or drop it off  to 
the town hall at 17 School Rd.,  Attention: Town 
Clerk.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 
located at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also 
streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office 
at 860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@
gmail.com or visit www.andoverctchurch.
org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-
vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. The Foodshare Van 
comes to the church every other Wednesday 
from 9-9:30 a.m.; the senior food pantry is 
open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 
9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Sun-

day, Dec. 24, 6 p.m.

The following items have been updated for 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. Also 
call Palazzi for all luncheon reservations and 
transportation needs, including rides to medi-
cal appointments. For all Young at Heart events 
including movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-
1057, and call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-
0188 ext. 2 for all trip information. For all senior 
events and information, visit the senior page of 
the town website, andoverct.org.

Shopping Dates: Manchester: Thursday, Dec. 

28. 
Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available 

for the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. and 
for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pantry 
– all of which take place at Andover Congrega-
tional Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, all medical ap-
pointments, and to the monthly farmers mar-
kets, are available by calling Palazzi. All seniors, 
veterans and disabled are welcome. If you have 
a caregiver, they may come with you. 

“There’s something about it,” she explained. 
“They glow from within and it brings them back 
to their childhood. That’s a great feeling.”

And that sentiment leads to Grenier’s first tip: 
don’t hesitate to embrace Christmas.

“We should celebrate it.”
Whether families have an annual tradition 

of attending midnight mass or embarking on 
a journey to acquire the perfect Christmas tree 
from a specific spot, those moments should be 
held onto tightly.

Grenier encourages everyone to grab some 
string lights and garland, turn up the holiday 
playlist, and enjoy the festivities.

“It should look different than January,” she ex-
plained. “December is Christmastime.”

Every year, arguments take place regarding 
when it’s appropriate (and normal) to start cel-
ebrating Christmas. Some claim that any sign of 
Santa before Dec. 1 is egregious; others will start 
binging holiday films before the Thanksgiving 
Turkey has even been cleared from the table.

Grenier asserted that Halloween has now ef-
fectively become the beginning of the Christ-
mas season, and it’ll only get earlier and earlier 
moving forward.

“It won’t be long until it’s going to be around 
Columbus Day.”

While that inevitable timeline may be worri-
some to some, the main takeaway is that Christ-
mas is being wholeheartedly embraced — no 
matter the when each individual officially kicks 
off the festivities.

But what is the secret to a successful Christ-
mas?

“Read more.”
The classic poem, The Night Before Christmas, 

is a good start, and Grenier offers each child 
who visits her at during her events a free book 
to take home. 

Along with that piece of advice is her sugges-
tion to get rid of the “I-items:” iPhones, iPads 
and iWatches.

“Turning off the electronics is a good way to 
bond,” Grenier said. “Do things as a family — 
that’s what it’s all about.”

Her next tip is crucial to an enjoyable Christ-
mas: eating, eating… and eating.

Whether you’re wolfing down cookies or guz-
zling hot chocolate, Christmas is a time for tasty 
treats. It’s especially fitting to bring out timeli-
ness family recipes.

“Traditions are really important,” Grenier 
said, adding that some meals are passed along 
generations and can remind you of a great 
grandparent. “That’s special.”

In her home, she’s responsible for the chil-
dren’s hors d’oeuvres, such as miniature hotdogs 
and crescent rolls.

At this point, most holiday shopping is (hope-
fully) done. But, in case anyone is looking for 
a last minute concept, Grenier again suggested 
group-based ideas. 

“Aren’t holidays about family?”
She’s fielded many, many requests for drones, 

Nintendo Switches and Barbie Dream Houses 
— all of which sound fun — but Grenier pro-
posed the classic board game “Sorry!” 

“You want things where you have to interact 
with each other,” she said. “People are losing the 
ability to socialize.”

Many communities offer tree lighting cer-
emonies or cookie swaps this time of year, Gre-
nier continued. And while delivering Christmas 
cards through the mail has become increasingly 
expensive, there’s still a desire to at least hand 
deliver a few messages.

“Do something,” she asserted, adding that 
each town event or holiday gift basket requires 
“a lot of effort.”

Growing up in a blue-collar family, Grenier’s 
parents would make Christmas as meaningful 
as possible. One final piece of advice for chil-
dren to keep in mind, she said, is to keep mom 
and dad in mind too.
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Andover resident Kane Waggoner was among 
15 Eastern Connecticut State University stu-
dents who drove to Mahwah, N.J., in October to 
present research on topics ranging from history 
to coding at the Council of Public Liberal Arts 
Colleges Northeastern Conference.

Waggoner, a junior communication and the-
atre major, presented his work titled, “The Role 
of Censorship in Information-Flow Theory and 
its Applicability in the Digital Age.” In this, he 
argued that by understanding the way censor-
ship impedes communication, especially on-
line, people might be able to communicate in a 
more effective manner.

“I think that the amount of interdisciplin-
ary work which other people researched led to 
a much more diverse field of individuals who 
were able to offer different insights as to how 
they viewed my research,” said Waggoner.

Like
us on 

Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Dianne Grenier

OPEN DAILY 
VACATION WEEK!

The whole family will enjoy The Christmas Ride at 
Pumpkintown U.S.A. On a mile-long drive through The 
Pumpkintown Forest you’ll see over 30 Pumpkinhead 

characters in 17 creative scenes reminiscent of 
holidays of bygone days. 

Make sure to bring your appetite and sharpen your 
pencil because The Christmas Ride is most enjoyable 

with some seasonal snacks and a scavenger hunt!  
For a sneak peek and to book a reservation, visit  

https://www.pumpkintown.com/

Christmas Ride
The

AT PUMPKINTOWN U.S.A.AT PUMPKINTOWN U.S.A.

A unique daytime holiday attraction

Located at Paul’s & Sandy’s Too, East Hampton CT  860-267-0143 
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Proud All-American…RHAM High School would like to congratulate student-
athlete, Troy Miller, on being named as a 2023 All-American in the sport of boys 
soccer by the United Soccer Coaches Association. Troy is 1 of 80 recipients na-
tionally to earn this recognition and 1 of 5 from Connecticut. The senior forward 
scored a total of 22 goals this season and added 6 assists. 9 of the 22 goals were 
game winners for the Raptors. Miller’s on-field play was intricate in leading RHAM 
on a CIAC Class M Tournament semifinal run. Miller has also been honored this 
fall as an All-New England Recipient, CCC All-Conference Recipient, and a CCC 
All-Academic Award Recipient. Miller is pictured with RHAM coaches Tim Berry 
(left) and Ray Bell while representing the program as the annual Senior Bowl at 
Dillon Stadium in Hartford.
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Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.

Deadline Still Tuesday
The Rivereast will be closed next Monday, 

Dec. 25, for Christmas Day, as well as the 
following Monday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s 
Day. However, the deadline for both weeks’ 
issues will remain the same.

All copy for the Dec. 29 Rivereast must be 
submitted no later than noon Tuesday, Dec. 
26, and all copy for the Jan. 5 edition must 
be submitted no later than noon Tuesday, 
Jan. 2. No exceptions will be made.

Happy holidays from all of us at the 
Rivereast News Bulletin. 

Thanks for the Books!
To the Editor:

A big “Thank You” to all the big-hearted folks 
who donated books to fill the elves’ free little 
library for Mrs. Merry Claus’ visits this Santa 
Season.

This was a very popular and successful event. 
It was loved by both parents and children alike. 
This will be continued again next year Thanks to 
the generosity of so many.

I will see that all who donated are on Santa’s 
Good List.

Merry Christmas to all!
Mrs. Merry Claus

a.k.a. Dianne Grenier
Andover

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Well here’s some nice news to share: 
Earlier this month, National Health Care 

Associates – a network of 34 affiliated skilled 
nursing, rehabilitation and assisted living 
centers throughout the northeast – was re-
cently certified as a Great Place to Work by 
the Great Place to Work Institute and its se-
nior care partner, Activated Insights.

One of National Health Care Associates’ 
centers is Marlborough Health & Rehabilita-
tion Center.

The certification process involved survey-
ing 100% of employees from across National’s 
34 locations and evaluating more than 60 el-
ements of team members’ experience on the 
job. These included employee pride in the 
organization’s community impact, belief that 
their work makes a difference, and feeling 
their work has special meaning. Rankings are 
based on employees’ experiences, no matter 

who they are or what they do.
“National has a culture all its own, and we’re 

proud that we are recognized for being a great 
place to work,” Marvin Ostreicher, president 
and CEO of National, explained in a press re-
lease. “Our rich history of compassionate care, 
hard work, and economic vitality helps make 
us who we are.”

The survey revealed that 84% of the respon-
dents felt their work has a special meaning, 
and that it’s not “just a job.” Additionally, 83% 
felt that they make a difference in the work 
they do every day.

Santosh Chitalia, chief human resource offi-
cer at National, said, “I am grateful to the staff 
that took the time to share their feedback and 
validate that National is a great place to work. 
We are fortunate to have such wonderful staff 
and it is because of their hard work and efforts 

Bulletin Board
I put the following “poem” together a number of years ago (I won’t get specific about how 

many years as it’s just too depressing) when my kids still used the school bus and believed in 
flying reindeer. The sentiment may seem trite in these hate-filled times of ours when it’s so 
easy to feel cursed and so hard to feel blessed, but I thought it might be worth a moment or 
two of reflection. Anyway, here it is (with apologies to poet laureates everywhere):

T’was the week before Christmas 
And all through the mall
The only sizes left
Were obese extra tall.

There’s Old St. Nick
With two kids at his knee
One has the flu
And one has to pee.

Have they been good?
Santa asks with a grin
Oh yes, they both swear,
Both lying like sin. 

What one doesn’t think of
The other pulls from his hat
Be it shaving the hamster 
Or shampooing the cat

And what do they want
From Blitzen and Comet?
A juggling seal 
And some fake rubber vomit
 
A smartphone, a puppy
That game they call Twister
And on your flight out
Take my bossy old sister 

That seems like a lot 
For my sleigh, Santa chimes
That’s OK, they reply,
Just use Amazon Prime

Then off they go
Dragged away by their mother
Convinced that this Christmas
Will be like no other 

And out in the lot
Where you parked oh so far
Someone left you a gift:
It’s a dent in your car.

Out into the traffic
The horns and the swears
Merry Christmas you jerk
Hope you fall down the stairs.

Then you pull in your driveway
And look at the back seat
And there are your kids
They’re both fast asleep

Like angels they look 
And you can’t help but feel
That maybe the holidays
Aren’t such a bad deal.

It may not be about
All the things that you bought
But about all the gifts
That you’ve already got

Jim Hallas
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Let Hebron Travel
plan next year’s 

memorable
experience.

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.comToll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com
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Warm wishes to you and 
your family during this 

holiday season.

SINCE 
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R
E2

-1
7-

23

21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Connections
To the Editor:

I love reading about “connections,” connec-
tions of the kind Mike Thompson wrote last 
week of his connection with New York Giant 
Tommy DeVito’s agent Sean Stellato. Mike writ-
ing that Sean was native to Salem, Mass. had me 
connecting with the area, having grown up in 
Peabody next door.

This led to me thinking of the occasional vis-
its we still make to Salem for the signature chop 
suey sandwiches at Salem Willows harbor-front 
park.

On these visits someone invariably points to 
the SALME vanity plate on our car, informing 
that we misspelled Salem. In the ensuing pleas-
ant conversations we explain it’s my Helsinki-
born wife’s name Salme, pronounced SAL-mee.

Ah connections…
Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

Raffle Thank You
To the Editor:

We at the Freestone Council 7 Knights of Co-
lumbus want to send a special thank you to all 
the extremely generous people and businesses 
that helped make this year’s annual raffle fun-
draiser a great success.  A special thank you to:  
Father John and all the St. Mary’s parishioners, 
Adams Hometown Market, Portland Discount 
Liquors, So. G Coffee Roasters Coffee Shop, The 
Hebron Fair, The Portland Fair, the entire Port-
land community, the entire Hebron community, 
and all of the Council 7 Brother Knights that 
donated their personal time to this effort. One 
hundred percent of the funds raised are given 
back to our community through the charitable 
work, services, and assistance that our council 
provides.

Thank you,
Ken Woodward, Sales Chair

Freestone Council 7
Portland

Give Biden 4 More Years
To the Editor:

We should give President Biden four more 
years to complete the work he has started since 
he took office three years ago.

Under Joe’s leadership, heating oil prices have 
plummeted to $3.30 per gallon, so they are now 
merely two times what they were in December 
of 2020.

Mortgage rates have also taken a nose dive 
from nearly 8% to a very affordable rate of 7.5%. 
They might even end up closer to 6% in 2024. 
This is slightly above the 2.5% rates that we saw 
a couple of years ago, but at least we are heading 
in the right direction.

Joe says that our southern border is closed. 
Let’s not nitpick about a few million people who 
have entered our country illegally. I am sure the 
number of terrorists, gang members and drug 
dealers make up only a small percentage.

Thanks to President Biden, we will soon be 
driving EVs and powering our homes with elec-
tricity generated by wind and solar farms. I am 
sure that with the Biden family’s wonderful re-
lationship with China, they will give us a huge 
break on the cost of EV batteries.

Joe and our Democratic mayors will take fur-
ther steps towards solving the homeless crisis by 
housing more illegals in hotels, while providing 
more tents to house our veterans and homeless 
Americans on the streets of our cities.

Lastly, let’s cut Joe, Hunter and the other 
Biden family members a little slack. After all, 
they are all laser-focused on what is best for the 
average American without a thought of any-
thing that could be even remotely construed as 
self-interest.

So yes, let’s give President Biden four more 
years. It boggles the mind to imagine what he 
can accomplish with a second term.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough

Name One Thing
To the Editor:

“One thing.  I want my Republican colleagues 
to give me…one thing….one…that I can go 
campaign on and say we did.  One!” – Repre-
sentative Chip Roy (R-TX).

Meanwhile, Democrats passed the CHIPS 
and Science Act, passed the bipartisan Infra-
structure Act, passed the PACT act for veterans, 
reauthorized the Violence Against Women Act, 
passed the Respect for Marriage Act, passed 
the American Rescue Plan, passed the largest 
climate investment in history, lowered prescrip-
tion drug costs, locked in lower health care 
costs, made the ultra-rich pay their fair share of 
taxes, lowered energy costs, created American 
manufacturing jobs, passed the first major gun 
safety legislation in decades and decreased the 
deficit. 

But please, go on about Hunter Biden’s laptop 
and a sham impeachment inquiry.

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Irreplaceable
To the Editor:

“And so this is Christmas. And what have we 
done? Another year over. And a new one just 
begun.” – John Lennon

What we’ve done is continued to put a great 
deal of energy into defending 17 Kinney Road, 
in the center of Hebron. Why? Because 17 Kin-
ney is an important piece of property. It is the 
last fully intact proprietor’s lot in Hebron. It was 
a gift from the Native Americans to the settlers 
in 1675. Its history is well-noted in Governor 
John S. Peters’ documents. The land remains un-
disturbed by modern development and there-
fore so are the stonewall laneways, trees and im-

Season of Thanks
To the Editor:

A genuine thank you once again to the Port-
land Golf West who held their annual golf tour-
nament to benefit the Portland Food Bank.

On behalf of the Portland Food Bank and the 
many people who benefit from it, we would like 
to personally thank them for their tireless efforts 
to help those in need again this year. This busi-
ness have been an ardent supporter for many 
years. We consider them as part of the Portland 
Food Bank family. We are very appreciative of 
their unending support.

It takes a lot of work and many hands to make 
the food bank successful and this golf tourna-
ment certainly helped more than we can ex-
press.

Once again, thank you for your continued 
support.

Ruth Maio, Director
Portland Food Bank

Hebron Teal Green
To the Editor:

I was pleased Hebron’s Town Planner Mat-
thew Bordeaux and the Economic Develop-
ment Committee engaged with the new Board 
of Selectmen to underscore resident’s priorities 
and a positive direction for the town. The mar-
ket study by FHI Studios reports what people 
already know, “Hebron is a welcoming, friendly 
community in a scenic, rural setting offering 
abundant potential for businesses and resi-
dents.” In efforts to create a visual connection to 
this message the market study suggests identify-
ing colors of dark teal green and yellow, “The 

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
that National was able to earn this achieve-
ment. It is our hope that those in the com-
munities we serve who are seeking a place of 
employment that they, too, can feel proud of, 
will join our team.”

“We applaud National for seeking certifica-
tion and publicly sharing its employees’ feed-
back,” said Dr. Jacquelyn Kung of Activated 
Insights. “These ratings measure its capacity 
to earn its own employees’ trust and create a 
great workplace for high performance.”

Congratulations, National Health Care As-
sociates – and by extension, Marlborough 
Health & Rehab! 

* * *
It may seem hard to believe, but here we 

are nearing the end of another year. Christ-
mas Day is this coming Monday, with New 
Year’s Day the following Monday. As such, the 
Rivereast offices will be closed those two days – 
but our deadlines for those weeks will remain 
the same.

All copy for next week’s Rivereast – the Dec. 
29 edition – must be submitted no later than 
noon Tuesday, Dec. 26. Likewise, all copy for 
the Jan. 5 edition must be in no later than 
Tuesday, Jan. 2.

No exceptions will be made.
* * *

Speaking of Christmas, here are some fun 
little groaners, courtesy of the folks at the To-
day show:

What do gingerbread men use when they 
break their legs? Candy canes.

How did Scrooge win the soccer game? The 
Ghost of Christmas passed.

What do you call a snowman party? A 
Snow Ball.

What song does Beyoncé like to perform 
during the holidays? “All the Jingle Ladies.”

What’s Santa’s favorite candy? Jolly Ranch-
ers.

Did you hear about the ski trip? It started 
off fine, but went downhill fast.

What did one Christmas tree say to the 
other? You need to lighten up.

What did one snowman say to the other? 
“You smell carrots, too?”

Where do gingerbread men sleep? On 
cookie sheets.

Why don’t Christmas trees knit? They 
keeping dropping their needles.

What does Santa use to clean his sleigh? 
Comet.

Why does Santa use GPS? He doesn’t want 
to be a lost Claus.

What should you expect at the end of 
Christmas Day? The letter Y.

And finally:
How much did Santa pay for his sleigh? 

Nothing. It was on the house.
* * *

Merry Christmas from all of us at the 
Rivereast News Bulletin. 

dark teal is a modern variation on the shades of 
green that are often used to evoke nature, rural 
landscapes, and outdoor recreation - all con-
cepts that are part of Hebron’s brand promise... 
The golden yellow is a vibrant hue that perfectly 
compliments the teal while evoking additional 
elements of Hebron’s brand promise - friendli-
ness, welcoming atmosphere, and optimism.”

Hopefully the new BOS will join the EDC 
and embrace these “brand promises.” Expand-
ing the Raymond Brook Preserve north into 17 
Kinney Road will reinforce the “scenic, rural 
setting” to the very edge of the town center. This 
is the brand that makes Hebron special. There 
are over 50 acres of commercial land “offering 
abundant potential for businesses” currently for 
sale along Rte. 66 and John E. Horton Boule-
vard. The preservation of 17 Kinney Road, also 
known as the Horton Property, offers unique 
historical and environmental assets that will en-
hance any nearby business and provide an ex-
citing base for Eco-Tourism. It will also protect 
three of Hebron’s most valuable finite resources; 
our clean drinking water, our prime agricultural 
soils, and our history. Hebron’s new dark teal 

green can be more than a brand promise, it can 
describe “nature, rural landscapes, and outdoor 
recreation” that are a healthy sustainable reality. 
Please visit Save Hebron Center on Facebook 
and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

See Letters, page 6

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan 
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out 
Lunch • Dinner

Catering
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On 12/23, celebrate 
the Holidays with 

our BBQ Brunch!
Live Music

w/Martin Piggot

Gift 
CCertificatess 
Available!
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

C
IT

9-
14

-2
3

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23
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portant prime agricultural soils. The property 
serves as a wildlife corridor connecting open 
land in the center of town with lower Millstream 
Road and the Raymond Brook Marsh. And this 
land sits on top of fractured bedrock aquifers 
that supply drinking water to dozens of homes 
on Kinney, lower 207 and Millstream Roads. In 
a town center that is low on an adequate supply 
of drinking water, this alone makes the property 
worthy of respect and preservation.

We can replace old buildings, repave parking 
lots, put up bridges and pour tons upon tons of 
concrete wherever people want it. But we can-
not recreate nature. We cannot recreate water 
and we cannot rebuild our past. Development 
on 17 Kinney, with roads and rooftops, storm 
drains and regular salting, impervious surfaces 
and daily traffic, will continuously add more 
stressors to ground and stormwater runoff. De-
velopment here will also threaten wetlands and 
the GA water found in these important aquifers.

As we move into 2024 we take with us the 
same issues and concerns. 2023 was a wet year 
and a great year for demonstrating, firsthand, 
just how important preserving 17 Kinney Rd. 
really is. Happy Holidays and #save17.

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

East Hampton Food Bank 
To the Editor:

The seniors from East Hampton would like to 
thank you all so very much for all that you do 
for all the seniors in our town.

With Foodshare and the gift cards. It makes 
it a little easier for us all year long. Again, we 
would like to thank you all and have a great 
holiday.

Shelley Grendzinski, Tenant Commissioner 
East Hampton Senior Housing

End This Now!
To the Editor:

Apparently it is dangerous today to criticize 
Israel’s deliberate destruction of Gaza and kill-
ing of nearly 20,000 Palestinians, in response 
to the Hamas attack that killed 1,200 Israelis.  
Those daring to do so have been accused of an-
ti-Semitism or even lost their jobs.  If I worked 
in a heavily Jewish district, I might avoid call-
ing Israel a “fascist’ and “terrorist” nation.  I 
might avoid accusing them of using genocidal 
means to accomplish their goals of freeing up 
even more lands in Gaza and the West Bank for 
additional illegal ultra-Orthodox settlements. 
I might even say that they are employing some 
of the same repugnant “Nazi” means that were 
used against innocent European Jews.  But I’ll 
leave that criticism to the world’s most famous 
Jew, Albert Einstein, who turned down the Is-
raeli Presidency that was offered him and who 
in 1948 signed a letter to the New York Times 
accusing conservative Israeli elements of all the 
previous quotes I just mentioned. If other of the 
world’s greatest Jews besides Einstein, such as 
Carl Sagan or Spinoza, were alive today, they too 
would be critical of Israel’s conservative govern-
ment. 

What further proof do President Biden and 
America need to convince us we must end the 
flow of weapons, bombs and financial support 
to Israel?  That this financial support ought be 
redirected to Palestine to rebuild and reject the 
Hamas elements in their midst?  As Israeli sol-
diers proudly film themselves burning up food 
supplies sent to starving Palestinians and dese-
crating Islamic structures; as their snipers shoot 
Christian mothers and daughters inside Gazan 
Catholic churches just in case they might be 
Muslims; and even shoot their own kidnapped 
Israeli citizens who tried surrendering with a 
white flag, I stand with the moderate and secu-
lar Palestinians and Israelis who say “End this 
now!”

Edmund Smith – Andover

Let Me Get This Straight
To the Editor:

I appreciate the Toilet Paper Mafia reproduc-
ing my work in its letters. But only Edmund 
Smith gave me proper credit. Joe Stevens did 
not. Only Joe Biden and the President of Har-
vard get to lift other’s work and make it their 
own, Joe.

Let me get this straight. Racist, misogynist, 
warped, homophobic, callous, science-deniers, 
deplorable, inept, fascist, xenophobic, perverse, 
bitter-clinger, criminal, redneck, white su-
premacist, and extremist (to name a few). These 
are the words excreted from the liberal churn 
to describe conservatives. So, at what point do 
conservatives have the right to be offended? 
Liberals whine about compassion, Democracy, 
equity, diversity, and inclusion. Yet they dole out 
none of it when it comes to anyone who hasn’t 
bent the knee to their liberal religion. And Ed-

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE12-22-2347 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL 
Package!
See all the games! 

Order your
wings to go!

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 12/22 Christmas 
Party w/ “Violent Reign”
Friday, 12/29 “Syndicate”

Sunday, 12/31
New Year’s Eve Prime Rib
& Baked Stuffed Shrimp Dinner

$3 Bud &
 Bud Lt. Draft
$2 PBR All Day

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 4-6pm
$1 OFF 10 Wings
$2 OFF 20 Wings
$3 OFF 30 Wings
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arrows Show
Promotional, Ltd.B

Box 141, Portland, CT 06480 

January 1, 2024  9am-4pm
330 Hubbard Street, Glastonbury, CT  

Quality dealer from CT, NY, MA, RI
 and more displaying their

Antiques & Collectibles, Jewelry
Toys, books, something for everyone

Thomas Barrows & Sons, P.O. Box 141 Portland, CT

Gala New Year’s Gala New Year’s Gala New Year’s 
Antique ShowAntique ShowAntique Show

Don’t Miss
Barrows Show Promoters And
Sponsor Glastonbury Exchange Club

Admission $10.00  
w/ad $9.00

Some spaces still available
860-597-1215   860-342-2540

arrows Show
Promotional, Ltd.B

Box 141, Portland, CT 06480 

January 1, 2024  9am-4pm
330 Hubbard Street, Glastonbury, CT  

Quality dealer from CT, NY, MA, RI
 and more displaying their

Antiques & Collectibles, Jewelry
Toys, books, something for everyone

Thomas Barrows & Sons, P.O. Box 141 Portland, CT

Gala New Year’s Gala New Year’s Gala New Year’s 
Antique ShowAntique ShowAntique Show

Don’t Miss
Barrows Show Promoters And
Sponsor Glastonbury Exchange Club

Admission $10.00  
w/ad $9.00

Some spaces still available
860-597-1215   860-342-2540

January 1, 2024 • 9am-4pm
330 Hubbard Street, Glastonbury, CT

Quality dealers from CT, NY, MA, RI and more displaying their
Antiques & Collectibles, Jewelry Toys, Books, something for everyone

Admission $10.00 • w/ad $9.00
Some spaces still available

860-597-1215 • 860-342-2540
Thomas Barrows & Sons, P.O. Box 141 Portland, CT

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Online Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
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Coincidence?
To the Editor:

He will be a dictator only for a day, every day 
is a new day. He will drill, drill, drill even as the 
Unite States exports more oil than ever, China 
says thanks. He will end all wars, Putin’s ship 
has come in.

He will protect you from all the evil vermin 
diluting our bloodline and stealing our heri-
tage. He will go back in time and right historical 
wrongs. He will restore our glory...all this and 
more just give him your soul like you have lent 
it to your cell phone. In Trump’s second coming 
he has promised to right all wrongs against his 
devine self. He will vindicate you and lift you 
up to a Utopian New World Order. Just like the 
Second Advent of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Coincidence? 

Merry Christmas and to all a good night.
Regrets,

Tim Rinell - East Hampton

East Hampton Past
To the Editor:

This past Sunday and Monday, the torrential 
rain and wind storm battering Connecticut, 
causing flooding, downed trees and washed out 
roads reminded me of another storm 50 years 
ago in mid-December 1973. That storm, had the 
temperature been a few degrees higher, would 
have had an outcome very similar to what we 
experienced this week, a lot of rain and high 
winds. But that few degrees colder, in the low 
30s, caused the worst ice storm in memory, or 
since. Its unusual weather pattern where strati-
fied temperatures formed snow, then warmer 
thus melting the snow, then freezing it again 
nearer the ground, causing a thick icy coating 
on tree limbs, utility lines, car windshields and 
road and walkway surfaces. In many cases the 

mund is offended? And I don’t know what Joe is. 
Hopefully no one is stomping around the house 
in a bathrobe ranting at the grandfather clock.

And I would be remiss if I didn’t pay hom-
age to the recent quintessential example of lib-
eral “compassion, Democracy, and DEI” in the 
news. “Renowned” Boston Mayor, Michelle Wu, 
held an “Electeds of Color” holiday party last 
week. Sorry…whites need not apply. While this 
doesn’t rise to the level of drinking fountains in 
the 1950’s, the sentiment lingers. What better 
way to celebrate a year-end holiday than to ex-
clude an entire race of people because they don’t 
meet specific genetic criteria? And this from an 
Asian woman whose own race has been victim-
ized by racially inequitable admission practices 
by the Ivy League. Can I get a “Hell Yeah!” for 
breaking down racial barriers? Forget about all 
the name calling. If you think there is anything 
right with this story, you’re just an idiot.

What’s next, Edmund? No Samoyeds or Great 
Pyrenes at the dog park on Tuesdays? #pho-
niesandfakes

Merry Christmas!
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

weight of ice several inches thick caused major 
power outages lasting over a week. Utility crews 
were brought in from throughout the Atlantic 
Coast region. Because of the outages, there were 
no restaurants open to feed the line crews. The 
one exception was O’Neill’s Tavern,(now the 
Town Tavern), owned and operated by State 
Representative William O’Neill, who would be-
come Governor nine years later. Because O’Neill 
had stocked food for upcoming Holiday Parties, 
he offered to keep the linemen fed with warm 
meals as they restored his electricity as well as 
that at the gas station next door. I’m sure some 
folks complained about the preferential treat-
ment, but certainly not the linemen who were 
working 18 to 20 hour shifts in freezing weather 
to restore heat and power to our homes, schools, 
churches and businesses. Today, I thank those 
such as utility employees who brave storms to 
keep our families and citizens warm and safe. To 
all of them and all of you, I wish you a wonderful 
Holiday season, filled with peace and goodwill.

Dean Markham – East Hampton

Tri-County American Legion Baseball
Registration is open for those interested in 

participating in tryouts for one of the Tri-Coun-
ty American Legion baseball program’s 2024 
summer teams. Deadline to register is Dec. 31.

 Serious players who will be between the ages 
of 13-19 in 2024 – and who have a parent resid-
ing in Andover, Colchester, East Haddam, East 
Hampton, Hebron, Lebanon and Marlborough 
– are eligible. Depending on interest, Tri-Coun-
ty is again preparing to enter teams at all four 
levels of American Legion baseball – 19U, 17U, 

15U and 13U.
 Tryouts will begin on weekends in January at 

some nearby indoor facilities. The tryout dates 
are available on the Tri-County Legion website 
but age-group schedules will be finalized and 
shared with registrants after the deadline.

 Interested players should register at www.
tclegion.com or contact GM Len Lampugnale at 
Lampugnale@comcast.net or at 860-295-0437 
for more information.

Watershed Partnership Holds Meeting
Board members of the Salmon River Wa-

tershed Partnership (SRWP) recently hosted a 
meeting with town leaders from the 10 munici-
palities included in the watershed.

The meeting, which was held at Sadler’s Or-
dinary in Marlborough, was an opportunity 
for everyone to discuss the challenges and suc-
cesses of working to protect the Salmon River, 
as well as to learn about the newly completed 
five-year visioning plan for the future of SRWP.

The Salmon River Watershed includes land 
from the towns of Hebron, Colchester, Marl-
borough, East Hampton, East Haddam, Had-
dam, Columbia, Bolton, Glastonbury and Leba-
non. The SWRP said the watershed is one of the 
healthiest watersheds in the State of Connecti-
cut, and noted that, according to The Nature 
Conservancy’s freshwater restoration specialist 
Emily Hadzopulos, it is also favorably poised for 
resiliency in the face of climate change. 

The health and resiliency of a watershed is 
not accidental, the SWRP said; it requires good 

management policies along with communica-
tion and cooperation between the local munici-
palities and other agencies such as the Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP). Eric Thomas, an environmental analyst 
with DEEP’s Bureau of Water Protection and 
Land Reuse/Water Planning and Management 
Division, maintains that this local collaboration 
among communities in the Salmon River Wa-
tershed also translates into a stronger working 
relationship with DEEP. 

Working with a part-time coordinator, board 
members and volunteers conduct stream moni-
toring, lead school and community education 
programs, contribute natural resource informa-
tion for municipal grants and provide input on 
town and state plans, such as municipal plans 
of conservation and development, state forest 
management plans and statewide comprehen-
sive outdoor recreation plan. 

For more information about SRWP, please 
visit www.SalmonRiverCT.org.

Standout Athletes
of the Week

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts for the 

week of Dec. 11 – 17:
Troy Miller - RHAM High School (Bas-

ketball): Following an all-state soccer season 
in the fall, Miller has continued to shine on 
the courts this winter. Miller, a senior, scored 
28 points in the team’s season-opener, a 57-
55 win over Coventry on Dec. 14, and then 
scored 20 points — including 13 in the second 
quarter — as the Raptors improved to 2-0 with 
a 65-48 win over Bristol Central on Dec. 16.   

Lyndsey Gravel - East Hampton High 
School (Indoor Track): Gravel, a senior, won 
the shot put with a toss of 28’11 at the Shoreline 
Conference (SLC) Developmental Meet on 
Dec. 13. Gravel edged senior teammate Alyssa 
Snyder, who threw a personal-best 26’11 to 
finish second overall. Brian Collisson (pole 
vault) and Evan LoPresti (1600 meters) also 
took home first-place finishes for the Bellring-
ers during the event held at the Floyd Athletic 
Center in New Haven. 

Dante Colella - Bacon Academy (Wres-
tling): Colella took first place in his weight 

bracket at the Plainville Invitational Tourna-
ment on Dec. 16 at Plainville High School. 
Colella, a senior, pinned Maloney’s Caleb 
Sweeney in the 175 lbs. championship match 
to deliver the Bobcats an individual win at the 
multi-school tourney that featured 17 differ-
ent wrestling programs. 

Sam LaMalfa - Portland High School 
(Indoor Track): LaMalfa took home a pair 
of first place finishes at the Shoreline Confer-
ence Developmental Meet on Dec. 13. LaMal-
fa, a junior, won the 55 meter dash, running 
a 6.6 for an individual win and then teamed 
with Noah Decker, Kylon Martinez, and Erik 
Medvecky to win the 4x200 relay with a time 
of 1:39.1. Senior Lillian Tabellione also took 
home an individual victory for the Highland-
ers, running a 5:28.4 in the 1600 meters at 
the event held at the Floyd Athletic Center in 
New Haven. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week or with sports-related comments, email 
joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
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Towns Recover from Substantial Storm

Storms wreaked havoc across Connecticut earlier this week.  Powerlines and trees 
came down, including this massive tree in Andover off of Hebron Rd. (Rte 316).

By Michael Sinkewicz
Rivereast communities embarked on a multi-

day recovery effort after a major storm brought 
down dozens of trees and knocked out power 
across much of Connecticut earlier this week.

The storm peaked early on Monday morning, 
and by press time Wednesday, power was ex-
pected to be restored to 99% of customers later 
that day.

Colchester schools were closed Monday, along 
with RHAM, impacting students in Hebron, An-
dover and Marlborough.

Leaders in all four towns said no serious inju-
ries or accidents resulted from the storm.

According to Colchester Fire Chief Steven 
Hoffmann, wind gusts peaked around 55-60 
mph, combined with heavy rainfall both during 
this weather event and the prior weekend, which 
led to greater impacts.

“The already saturated ground contributed to 
trees coming down,” Hoffmann said.

He stated that the town peaked with around 
1,700 customers without power and there were 
20 service calls relating to either downed trees 
blocking roads or wires.

Colchester First Selectman Bernie Dennler 
III confirmed that there were roughly 20 trou-
ble spots in town, and that Eversource crews 
couldn’t begin addressing the issues until winds 
had calmed down.

On Tuesday, Dennler criticized the response 
time by the power company, calling its reaction 
a “scramble.”

“Eversource was underprepared for this 
storm,” he said during a phone call. “I am frus-
trated.”

Dennler stated that certain information pro-
vided to Eversource through the town and resi-
dents didn’t accurately enter its system, which 
may have contributed to restoration delays. Even 
so, he said the company didn’t have an adequate 
number of crews on standby.

Steve Sullivan, Eversource president of Con-
necticut Electric Operations, said during a press 
conference on Tuesday that crews were working 
around the clock to restore power. Every town 
had a liaison with the company to coordinate 
with each community. Crews, he said, work form 
the “largest outage down to the smallest.”

Dennler expressed gratitude towards the Pub-
lic Works crews, fire and EMS crews and police 
officers for assisting residents throughout the 
storm.

“They did everything they could.”
The first selectman’s frustration wasn’t unique 

amongst local leaders. Andover Town Admin-

istrator Eric Anderson was also “unhappy with 
the response” and that a major town-identified 
concern was not addressed by Eversource in a 
“timely fashion.”

A report was made at 7:08 a.m. on Monday 
morning regarding a burning wire off Hebron 
Rd. (Rte 316). A tree had hit the wire, and town 
crews were unable to remedy it without Ever-
source involvement. The breaker was switched 
off at 4:00 p.m. later that day, and the local fire 
department was guarding that location until that 
moment.

“That’s ridiculous,” Anderson said.
Overall, his town experienced “significant 

flooding” and Bunker Hill Rd. was temporarily 
closed due to unsafe travel conditions. Andover 
peaked with around 15% of customers without 
power, and around 8 roads were at one point 
blocked by trees.

In Hebron, Town Manager Andrew Tierney 
said around 600 customers had been without 
power. A multi-day restoration timeline was ex-
pected, he said.

“It’s going to take long,” he said on Tuesday, 
adding that with a statewide storm, Eversource 
is stretched thin. “It shouldn’t have been a sur-
prise.”

Paul Bancroft, Hebron’s emergency manage-
ment director, stated that there were 10 emer-
gency calls in town, along with one or two calls 
regarding flooding.

“It was a pretty severe storm,” he said. 
Marlborough may have experienced the most 

substantial outages, peaking with 70% of cus-
tomers without power. During the Board of Se-
lectmen meeting Tuesday night, Town Manager 
David Porter indicated that the impacts from 
the storm “could’ve been far worse” if not for 
the “valiant efforts” of the fire and public works 
crews.

He was riding with the public works supervi-
sor for over an hour on Monday, who directed 
members of his crew to take the excavator or 
backhoe and assist residents.

Many issues pertained to drainage issues and 
some community members expressed that water 
was backing up in their yard or flowing into their 
driveway.

“We know that there are a lot of culverts that 
are undersized relative to the increasing rainfall 
we seem to be getting,” Porter said following the 
meeting. “And we get a lot of calls about that.”

A potential Local Transportation Capital Im-
provement Program (LOTCIP) grant, which the 
town may submit in February, could address 
drainage on North Main Street. There are also 

concerns on Ofshay Dr., which wouldn’t be eli-
gible for the state funding.

Porter said that addressing that street’s drain-
ing problems “is in the plan” moving forward.

“That is one of our higher priority ones be-
cause you try and address the worst issues soon-
est.”

Porter expressed that “Marlborough has a ter-
rific Eversource representative.”

“He has been very responsive and he was an 
enormous help yesterday,” he said.

One transformer in town blew out, and the 
system is designed to automatically compensate 
for that loss, Porter explained. However, that fur-
ther overloaded the system and a second trans-
former blew out, which led to the substantial 
70% outage.

That specific issue, though, was resolved in 
just over two hours.

“Eversource really did right by the town of 
Marlborough yesterday.”
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Aruba, Jamaica, Oooh I Wanna Take Ya… Jack and Susan Lanzi and Mary Ann and 
Dennis Wall, all from East Hampton, recently enjoyed a beautiful week in Aruba!

Inspiration Point… Sam and Adam Ockman of Hebron visited Inspiration Point 
on their trip to Yellowstone National Park in August.

Loving the Lighthouse… Artist Tom Swimm and his wife Rosemary, both of East 
Hampton, recently spent a week on Cape Cod. They’re shown here at Nauset Light-
house in Eastham, Mass. Tom is looking forward to creating some new oil paintings 
inspired by the trip.

Following the Foliage…  Pat Able and her son, John, of Marlborough, recently visited 
Hogback Mountain Scenic Overlook in Marlborough, Vt., east of Wilmington, Vt., 
to see the fall foliage. They could see three states!
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Business of the Month… The East Hampton Economic Development Commission 
recently presented Serra & Associates LLC with the December Belltown Spotlight on 
Business of the Month. Serra & Associates has been in the certified public accounting 
business for 23 years and at its current location of 11 West High St. since 2009. The 
business has also been a strong supporter of community activities. Pictured from left 
are Town Manager David Cox, Ray Serra, Heidi Serra and EDC members David May, 
Sean Flynn and Ted Turner.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Holiday Closings: The senior center will be 
closed Monday, Dec. 25, for Christmas, and 
Monday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s Day.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thurs-
days, 1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; 
Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via 
Zoom; Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shan-
non: Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. -- Bring projects to 
share and work on together; Tai Chi: Thursdays, 
10:30-11 a.m.; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 
a.m. Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. – let the 
center know in advance if you plan to attend; 
Mahjong: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon – call also to 
put your name on a list if interested in learning 
how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 

a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m. 
Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 

There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person 
or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): First and third Mondays of each 
month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources. The group de-
termines the topics for discussion for the next 
month.

Chair Yoga with Kitch: Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 
through Feb. 14 (started Dec. 20). Cost: $20.

Chatham Health Chat: Tuesday, Dec. 26, 
10:30-11 a.m. Come for a discussion on brain 
health.

Pizza and a Movie: Friday, Dec. 29, 11 a.m., 
featuring A Walk in the Woods with Robert Red-
ford.  

Trip: Shopping Trip: Wednesday, Jan. 10, 11 
a.m., to the Willimantic Walmart. Cost is a $4 
for transportation. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot.

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 
has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library 
will be closed Monday, Dec. 25, for Christmas 
Day.

All-Ages Programs: Holiday Movie Night: 
Home Alone: Wednesday, Dec. 27, 6 p.m. Bring 
blankets; some chairs will be available. Refresh-
ments provided. Drop-ins welcome! 

New Year’s at Noon: Friday, Dec. 29, 10:30 
a.m. Magician Ed Popielarczyk returns with 
another interactive performance. Stick around 
after the show for the big balloon drop at noon. 
Drop-ins welcome.  

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!: 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5 
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years; 
Baby Rhyme Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for 
ages birth to 24 months, and their caregivers. 

Bluey Playdate: Thursday, Dec. 28, 2 p.m., 

for ages 2-5. Come play like Bluey and Bingo 
with games like Keepy Uppy, Magic Xylophone, 
Grannies, and more. No registration required.

Family Storytime: Saturday, Jan. 6, 10:30 a.m. 
Ages 3-5 are invited – along with their siblings 
– to come for stories, songs, and open-ended 
play. Participants will also have the chance to 
work on a craft to bring home. No registration 
required.

Teen Program: Middle Grade Dungeons & 
Dragons Learn to Play: Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
3:30-5:30 p.m. Kids in grades 5-7 are invited to 
come learn how to make their own D&D char-
acter, how to use imagination and a character 
sheet for combat and storytelling, and find out 
what all those “D&D dice” are really used for. 
No previous playing experience required; all 
supplies included.

Teen Movie Matinee: Age 13+: Friday, Dec. 
29, 2 p.m., in the library community room. 
Spaceballs will be shown. Popcorn will be 
served.

Adult Program: Cookbook Club – Asian 
Cuisine: Tuesday, Jan. 9, 6:30 p.m. Try new 
recipes and chat about culinary adventures. The 
library will provide plates and utensils; all you 
need is your dish and 12 copies of the recipe to 
share.  

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 
K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship 

service. The theme is “Friends with God.” A tod-
dler nursery is also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are wel-
come. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on “Fruits of the 
Spirit.” 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library’s P.O. Box number is 
123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. - 

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experi-
enced and new players welcome. 

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 

your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Satur-
days at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register 
at tensummitst@gmail.com.

One-on-One Technology Tutoring Sessions 
with the East Hampton High School Interact 
Club: Tuesdays, Jan. 30, Feb. 13 and Feb. 27, 
3-6 p.m. Sign up for your individual session in 
advance by calling the library. Bring your cell 
phone or tablet to the session.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev. 
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are in 

session. The Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard and Emi-
ly Vick lead the group, which meets at 9:55. New 
students welcome. Contact neelrichard16@
gmail.com for information/dates, as classes are 
sometimes rescheduled.

Christmas Eve Service: Dec. 24. The service 
will begin with carols at 3:30 p.m., followed by a 
service of the Holy Eucharist at 4 p.m. 

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at 
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 

10:30 a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All 

knitters and crocheters are welcome.
Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 

p.m. All voices are welcome.
For more information about CCEH and 

its activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church 
office at 860-267-4959 during office hours: 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
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 COME DRIVE FOR US
AT M&J BUS!!!

School Bus & Van Drivers
Needed For East Hampton

& Portland Public Schools!

• Training provided if not fully licensed
• New trainees’ licensing fees 100% reimbursed after
 60 driving days
• High pay; great hours
• Driving rates and pay determined by experience
• Great for stay-at-home parents, retirees
• Family friendly environment
• Drive your kids to school; parents of preschool children can 
 take their kids to work with them and save on daycare costs

APPLY AT: www.mjbusinc.com
Questions? Call 860-267-0004 or 860-342-2217

Email Jennifer & Nancy:
portland@mjbusinc.com or jchabot@mjbusinc.com

— Equal Opportunity Employer —
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$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry
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Call 
Us 

Today

R
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Sunday services for the Fourth Week of Ad-
vent will take place at Bethlehem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, located at 1 East High St., 
on Sunday, Dec. 24, at 10 a.m. Bible study pre-
cedes the services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. 
Church pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan. 

The church’s Christmas Celebration will take 
place Sunday, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m. All are welcome.

Haddam Neck
Congregational Info

Sunday worship services for Haddam Neck 
Congregational Church and Second Congre-
gational Church of Middle Haddam are held at 
10:30 a.m. each week in Haddam Neck, at 408 
Quarry Hill Rd. 

Christmas Eve: Christmas Eve services 
will be held at Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church on Sunday, Dec. 24, at 10:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., featuring traditional Christmas Bible 
readings and hymns.

All are welcome. Visit www.haddamneckcon-
gregationalchurch.org for more information. Rotary Club member Kevin Reich, with the help of many local businesses, recently 

replaced the Lake Pocotopaug sign – a staple of the Lake since the 1950s. Pictured 
with the new sign are Ray Zitorski, Tom Donnelly, Kristen Haddad, Town Manager 
David Cox, and Kevin Reich.

Rotary Club Replaces Lake Sign
The Lake Pocotopaug sign is back! 
The original sign was put up in the 1950s by 

Ed and Jim Barton.  The East Hampton/Marl-
borough Rotary Club has maintained the sign 
for many years.  Members would sand and paint 
it. Then in 2012, the late Red McKinney, a Ro-
tarian, saw that the original sign needed to be 
replaced. He and fellow members of the club re-
placed the sign with a new one with the help of 
several craftsman in town. 

This past summer, with the sign again need-
ing repair, Rotarian Kevin Reich took on the 
task with the help of many local businesses.   
Ray Zitorski oversaw the staff of Nesci Enter-
prises, who purchased the aluminum and fab-
ricated the new sign. American Powder Coating 
baked on the blue background paint. Ray Nich-
ols Jr. of Liberty Landscaping painted the bow 
and arrow sign post. Kristen Haddad, artist and 
owner of Killustrateit, painted the sign to match 
the original one.  

The East Hampton town crew, under the di-
rection of Matt Walsh, Public Works director, 
and Kyle Riley, foreman, cleaned up the area 
around the sign, removed brush from the water-
front, installed a split rail fence and assisted in 
installing the new sign. Paul’s and Sandy’s Too 
decorated the fence with fresh garland and red 
bows for the holidays. 

This project was undertaken by the East 
Hampton/Marlborough Rotary Club and is a gift 
to the town of East Hampton for the holidays.

Initial Progress Made for Superintendent Search
By London Brazal

The superintendent search progressed dur-
ing the most recent Board of Education [BOE]
meeting with the selection of  Connecticut As-
sociation of Boards of Education as an executive 
search consultant. 

The search for a new superintendent began 
after the current superintendent, Paul Smith, 
announced his retirement for the end of the 
2023-2024 school year on Oct. 1. Prior to the 
municipal election in November, the previ-
ous board decided to table the search until the 
newly elected members were sworn in and re-
convened. At the first meeting with the current 
board on Nov. 13, the BOE appointed itself as 
the search committee for the next superinten-
dent of schools. During that time, discussion for 
who might join the search committee or what 
the exact process of hiring looks like would be 
determined once a search consultant was de-
cided. 

At a special meeting on Dec. 4, the Board of 
Education interviewed executive search compa-
nies and Smith was also in attendance. Since it 
has been eight years since the last superinten-
dent search, Smith recommended that all three 
consultant committees be reinterviewed and 
they were given about 20-30 minutes to do so. 
The three companies presented different prices 
and services they offer. The three were Mary 
Broderick with the Connecticut Association of 
Boards of Education, [CABE]; Mark Winzler 
with the New England School Development 
Council, (NESDEC) and David Erwin with Co-
operative Educational Services, (CES). 

During the regularly scheduled meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 11, the board went into an execu-
tive session to discuss the potential action of se-
lecting a consultant. When the meeting recon-
vened, Engelhardt motioned to select CABE as 
the executive search consultant. The motion was 
accepted and passed unanimously. 

Board of Education Chairwoman Nancy 
Kohler described a general timeline of the hir-
ing process. The board plans to develop a can-
didate profile throughout January. At that time, 
the consulting firm and the board will work 
together and use a series of surveys and focus 
groups to establish a candidate profile. From 
February into early March, they will begin to vet 
and interview candidates. The hope is to have a 
finalist by early spring. The new hire would be 
expected to start July 1 next year. 

“At this time, it is not our intent to hire some-
one on an interim basis. It is our hope to have 
the position filled according to the timeline,” 
said Kohler. 

During the “Meet the Candidates” event in 
October, Engelhardt said he wanted the search 
to be “thorough and honest.” He believed that 
the future superintendent should have similar 
priorities with the board including the safety of 
students both physically and mentally. Engel-
hardt noted that he hopes the future candidate 
is someone who can connect with the commu-
nity to help the success of students. “A good 
balance begins with a superintendent that can 
make that connection and be there as someone 
who the community trusts,” said Engelhardt. 

Furthermore, he wants the next superintendent 
to evaluate what makes the school district spe-
cial and invest in the students. 

In the last 10 years, the East Hampton School 
District has had three superintendents. Smith 
started in January 2016, preceded by Superin-
tendent Diane Dugas who only served in the 
position for two years. Before Dugas, the last su-
perintendent was in the role for five years. Dur-
ing the superintendent search in 2015, current 
board member Ken Barber was the chairman of 
the BOE. “For the first time in eight years, we’re 
faced with a challenging decision,” said Barber 
on election night. Speaking about the search, 
Barber said they will have to be extremely thor-
ough in their search. “We can’t afford a mistake.” 

In Smith’s retirement announcement, he said 
he was proud to witness the “extraordinary ef-
forts” the schools have provided in academic 
support and the wellness of children and staff. 
“I am also confident that the teamwork that re-

sulted in our vision, East Hampton 2030 and 
the East Hampton Profile of the Graduate, rec-
ognized as an exemplar by the New England 
Association of Schools, will serve as guideposts 
well into the future.” 

Throughout his tenure, Smith was focused 
on creating a culture of compassion to provide 
educational excellence for all students. He be-
lieves the town and school district will continue 
to work cooperatively to maintain a high quality 
of education, retain and recruit talented teach-
ers and produce the next generation of students. 
“This community has dedicated themselves to 
the important cause of public education – and 
I have been honored to be at the helm of that 
effort.”

Further discussion about the search for a new 
superintendent will continue as the BOE works 
with the selected consultant. The next sched-
uled BOE meeting is on Jan. 8.

Got Yarn??
The East Hampton Yarners are seeking con-

tributions of yarn for their charitable projects. 
If you have yarn you’d like to share, contact Judy 
Hoffhine at jhoffhine@gmail.com. 

The Yarners have provided projects for people 
from East Hampton to Middletown to Honduras.

Epoch Arts Winter Classes 
Epoch Arts is offering a variety of winter 

classes for area youth. Classes include ceram-
ics, improv, art and more. Teens can also join 
Epoch’s original theater production that stages 
in May.

All classes are held at 27 Skinner St. Register 
online at www.epocharts.org or call 860-365-
0337.

Last Day to Change
Party Affiliation

The last day to change party affiliation to be 
eligible to vote in the April 2, 2024, Presiden-
tial Preference Primary is Jan. 2. This deadline 
does not apply to electors currently registered 
as Unaffiliated.

To check your registration, visit portaldir.
ct.gov/sots/lookup.aspx.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Dick’s Barber Shop
Open Wed & Fri 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE6-9-23

EDC Spotlights New Business… The East Hampton Economic Development Com-
mission recently presented The Pinshack with the December Belltown New Business 
Spotlight. The Pinshack opened in October 2022 at 12 Summit St. It is a family-friendly 
retro arcade open from Thursday through Sunday and costs $15 for unlimited game-
play. Pictured from left are Town Manager David Cox, Pinshack owner Bryan Joy, 
and EDC members David May, Sean Flynn and Ted Turner.

Thank you.

We’ve got you covered with stocking stuffers, gift basket goodies, 
hostess gifts and gifts for your pets. You’ll find something for just 
about anyone on your list— the gardener, the bird lover and the 
houseplant enthusiast too.  Gift certificates are 20% off through 
Christmas Eve.

Last Minute Shopping

93 East High Street 
Route 66, East Hampton
860-267-0143
paulsandsandys.com

Holiday Hours

As we close out our 52nd year of business  
in this community that we call home, we want to thank 
you, our loyal customers for your continued patronage. 
Your support through the year enabled us to donate 
thousands to local organizations as a means of 
giving back to the community that supports our 
family business.

From the Peszynski, Kelley and Clark  
families, and the staff of Paul’s &  
Sandy’s Too—we wish you a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Christmas Eve 8am-4pm 
Christmas Day closed
New Year’s Eve 8am-6 pm
New Year’s Day closed
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First Annual Cancer Benefit Hosted
By London Brazal 

Two brothers set up a cancer benefit to raise 
money for a local family in need. Back in Octo-
ber, Ryan and Jason Prince hosted a dart tour-
nament at Kickback n’ Bowl. 

A few years ago, the Princes tried to host a 
similar fundraiser but it ultimately did not work 
out because there was a lot more to be done. Af-
ter going back to the drawing board, they were 
able to put together a tournament. This time it 
was a success considering it was the first time 
they planned something like it. Since October 
is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, it was the 
perfect time to host the benefit. 

At first, they did not have a family in mind to 
donate the proceeds to. The brothers knew they 
wanted to give back to people who were affected 
by cancer but also did not want to make people 
uncomfortable by asking. Ultimately, they chose 
someone by word of mouth. Ryan Prince said 
people were suggesting families from Coven-
try and other towns, but he wanted to keep the 
fundraiser local. “We wanted to keep it in town,” 
said Prince. 

After more deliberation and talk, the brothers 
found someone from East Hampton: Tammie 
Rigoletti, who happened to be someone they 
went to school with. Prince described her reac-
tion as “excited” and “really appreciative.” He 
said that Rigoletti is someone who always helps 
others and it felt great to help her instead. 

Rather than donating to a major organiza-
tion, the brothers wanted the money to go di-
rectly to a real person so they knew it was in the 
right hands. “We wanted to make sure it gets to 
an actual family,” added Prince. They believe in 
the bigger fundraising efforts and respect what 
they do, but this way, they knew they were mak-

ing a positive impact locally. 
Being their first benefit, they had 28 people 

participate in the tournament itself. “We kind 
of slacked on it,” explained Prince. One of the 
challenges they faced was for businesses to trust 
it was a legitimate fundraiser. Next year, they 
hope to start planning much earlier to avoid any 
problems. “There were not quite a lot of people 
but we want to make it a larger event and get 
more interest for next year.” However, even with 
28 participants, the Princes raised over $1,000. 

For the tournament, there was a $20 buy-in 
and 50% of the proceeds would go to the family 
while the other half would go to the winners of 
the competition. The winners of the darts tour-
nament were Keith Wilson and Ryan Prince, 
both of whom donated their winnings back to 
the cause. 

Another feature of the event was the raffles 
and donations by local businesses and families. 
Individuals who donated include Cathy Thomp-
son, Rob Prince, Sarah Prince, Ryan Prince, Ja-
son Prince, Betty Moore, and Rich Leavitt. The 
Prince Brothers would like to thank the busi-
nesses who donated: Meineke, Dunkin’ and In-
ternational Package Store all in Colchester, and 
Ace Hardware in Portland and East Hampton. 
They would also like to extend a thank you to 
Jim Spadorcia, the owner of the bowling alley 
who donated a portion of the bar sales to the 
cause as well. 

Next year, the brothers’ goals are to have 
more people involved and have more raffles for 
people to bid on. They also plan to have a new 
family to donate the proceeds to. The Princes 
are excited to make the cancer benefit an annual 
event. 

Jason (L) and Ryan (R) Prince set up a fundraiser to benefit a local family affected 
by cancer, the two are with cancer survivor Tammie Rigoletti.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“It’s not necessary to take 
a person’s advice to make 
him feel good—all you 
have to do is ask it.”

– Richard Armour
(January 1952)
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New BOF Takes First Action
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Finance (BOF) last 
week appointed a new chair and vice chairman, 
establishing new leadership as the upcoming 
town and school budget seasons approach.

Two Democrats snatched both open seats at 
the municipal election in November, swinging 
the board’s majority away from Republicans, in-
cluding the departure of the former chairman 
Andrea Migliaccio, who was not reelected.

During its Dec. 13 meeting, the BOF ap-
pointed newcomer Scott A. Chapman as the 
new chairman and incumbent Democrat Mike 
Egan as the vice chair; both motions passed by a 
5-0 tally, with both Chapman and Egan abstain-
ing in their own nominations.

Supplemental Appropriation
The BOF unanimously approved a $242,359 

appropriation from the unassigned fund bal-
ance account for the purchase of new self-con-
tained breathing apparatus (SCBA) for the fire 
department.

Previously this month, the Board of Select-
men (BOS) made a recommendation for the 
BOF to approve the funding. The SCBA propos-
al now heads back to the BOS for final purchase 
authorization.

The full price of the SCBA is $466,351, with 
$74,000 already earmarked from the town’s cap-
ital improvement plan — money that’s already 
budgeted — along with a $150,000 donation 
coming from the estate of Stephen J. Bendas that 
was left to the volunteer fire department, which 
is separate from the town-funded department.

With those two amounts covering nearly half 
of the total cost, the town sought an additional 
appropriation ($242,359) to address the re-
maining balance.

The appropriation request does not trigger a 
threshold that would require taxpayer approval.

According to the town charter, the BOF has 
the power to approve any supplemental appro-
priation that is less than two percent of the town 
budget. Anything above that amount would re-
quire the BOS to call a Town Meeting for ap-
proval. An appropriation request exceeding 
three percent of the budget requires a special 
referendum for final authorization.

Fire Chief Steve Hoffmann expressed during 
both the BOF and BOS meetings this month 
that the current SCBA equipment no longer 
meets National Fire Protection Association 
standards.

Part of the urgency of the request relates to 
potential price increases. After Dec. 31, the 
chief warned that the overall cost would likely 
increase by at least three percent, which equates 
to around $15,000-$20,000, according to town 
documents.

In addition, Hoffmann stated that the depart-
ment is experiencing frequent failures with the 
current apparatus, and there are ongoing safety 
concerns. Air bottles, for example, are leaking.

Budget and Audit Concerns
First Selectman Bernie Dennler III alerted 

the BOF that some town departments may ex-
ceed their current 2023-24 fiscal year budgets.

“That’s alarming to me,” he told the board.
Dennler asked the BOF to assist him in ad-

dressing that concern, requesting that begin-
ning in January, the board starts bringing de-
partment heads to its meetings to flesh out the 
specific spending overages.

The fiscal year hasn’t yet hit the halfway mark, 
and Dennler indicated that it’s hard to determine 
how expansive the deficit would potentially be; 
it’s possible, for example, that surpluses in other 
departments would cancel out any overages.

“If it turns out it is a more systemic issue, and 

the overall budget is in a position where it could 
be on track to go over at the end of the fiscal 
year, then we need to take some more drastic 
measures to ensure that we are not in a place 
where we are either blindsided or unable to de-
liver the services that we need,” Dennler told the 
Rivereast back in November.

One potential tactic to combat overages 
would be a budget freeze, a move Dennler didn’t 
rule out.

Looking ahead to the 2024-25 fiscal year, 
Dennler informed the BOF that the Public 
Works salary line would increase by roughly 
$130,000 in the upcoming spending plan.

The increase is due to a recently approved col-
lective bargaining agreement between the town 
and Municipal Employees Union “Indepen-
dent” MEUI Local 506, SEIU, AFL-CIO, CLC 
representing Transfer Station, Grounds, High-
way, Fleet and Facility Maintenance, and Water 
Department Employees.

Public Works Director Joseph Leone told the 
BOS that Colchester was paying its workers less 
than several neighboring communities. He said 
that this adjustment would represent the first 
step in securing a consistent workforce.

Dennler updated the BOF in regard to a “seri-
ous situation” pertaining to the town’s audit re-
ports. Last month, he met with the state Office 
of Policy and Management (OPM) about the 

status of the town’s long overdue financial audit 
for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

While the 21-22 audit process will soon be 
completed, the 2022-2023 audit submission is 
due by the end of this month on Dec. 31. Ac-
cordingly, the town will need an extension to  
complete that report.

In a Facebook post last month, Dennler fur-
ther outlined the seriousness of the audit time-
line. He stated that OPM made it clear that the 
town cannot delay its 2022-23 audit for another 
year.

“Failure to produce a timely submission for 
another year would constitute a ‘second trigger’ 
that could put Colchester on a path toward state 
oversight,” Dennler wrote, adding that OPM ex-
pressed that their meeting with the town should 
be treated as a “red flag.”

Dennler emphasized that teamwork between 
his office, the finance department and the 
boards of selectmen and finance will be impor-
tant moving forward. Not only will the 2022-23 
audit submission timeline be extended, but the 
2023-24 audit will need to be worked on and 
completed by the end of 2024.

In his post, Dennler said the town needs to 
remove itself from “a permanent cycle of delays.”

“Returning to compliance and ensuring fi-
nancial stability is my top priority and responsi-
bility,” he wrote.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederated-
church.org under the Worship tab. Updated in-
formation is also on the church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 
September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 

Sunday School.
Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 

church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Advent & Christmas Schedule: Dec. 24: Ad-
vent week 4: Love & Christmas Eve, 9 a.m. and 
9 p.m. services – Family Service with Christmas 
Pageant at 9 a.m., and Lessons & Carols at 9 p.m.; 
Dec. 31: Christmas Carol Sing at 9 a.m. worship 
service, Wear your favorite Christmas sweater.

Scouts in Operation Christmas Child… Scouts BSA Troop 109 participated again 
this year in Operation Christmas Child, the shoebox outreach of Samaritan’s Purse.  
Pictured from left are Rocco Cusano, William Van Zilen, Marc Nettleton, Cody Frib-
erg, and Dominic Cusano who filled 38 boxes which were sent to the neediest children 
around the world to make their Christmas brighter.  Troop 109 is sponsored by the 
Westchester Congregational Church.  For more information, email westcongchurch@
gmail.com.

Historical Society 2024 Calendars
The Colchester Historical Society’s 2024 

calendars are now available.
The limited-edition pictorial calendar high-

lights notable individuals who left a legacy 
in Colchester. The people include a military 
hero, a foreign-born patriot, a photographer, 
a farmer, a groundbreaking woman, a profes-
sional umpire, two store owners, an industri-
alist, a lawyer and two doctors. All are con-
nected to Colchester and contributed to the 
development of the town.

Calendars are $12 each and will be avail-
able at the Colchester History Museum on 
Sundays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., from Dec. 17 to Jan. 
21. For $20, folks can purchase the calendar 
and a copy of Historical Landmarks: A Histori-
cal Tour of Colchester. This book features 50 
historic sites throughout Colchester, many 
within walking distance from the center of 
town. Also available are the books Images of 
America: Colchester and The Men Connected 
to Colchester, Connecticut Who Served Dur-
ing the Civil War. 

Calendars can also be found at Nathan Liv-
erant and Son Antiques at 168 South Main St.; 
hours are Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Calendars and any of the books can also be 
mailed for an additional shipping fee. Contact 
the Colchester Historical Society at: mail@
colchesterhistory.org, or call 860 537-4230 to 
make a purchase. Calendars and books can 
also be purchased at www.colchesterhistory.
org/get-involved/shop-1.

This picture of Frances Perkins, who 
served as the U.S. secretary of labor 
from 1933 to 1945, is among the images 
featured in the Colchester Historical 
Society’s new 2024 calendar. Perkins 
was the first woman to serve in any U.S. 
presidential cabinet.  Born in Massachu-
setts in 1880, she briefly taught at Bacon 
Academy in the 1900s.  

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
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EXPIRES 1/31/24

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 RE12-22-23

Wishing everyone
a happy holiday and 

thanking all our friends 
and clients for another 

successful year.
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308

OUR OFFICE IN COLCHESTER

121 Broadway, Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 649-1120

womenshealthct.com/practices/manchester-ob-gyn-associates
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OUR PROVIDERS ARE: 
Daniel S. Welling, M.D. • Lawrence Arky, M.D.

Aziza Omrani, M.D. • Lydia Lormand, DO
Ariel Herron, CNM • Jaime Liebig, CNM

Mary Guinan, CNM • Virginie Eklund, CNM

— ADDITIONAL OFFICE LOCATIONS —
388 West Center St., Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

Please join us in 
welcoming our new 
Physician Assistant
Pamela Frappier

who will be seeing 

We offer full scope Obstetrics & Gynecology, Midwifery Care, 
Contraception & Family Planning, Menopause Management,

Pre-conception Counseling, Infertility, Colposcopy/ LEEP,
In-Office Surgery, Robotic Surgery, 3D Mammography

AIUM Accredited In-Office Ultrasound

patients in our Colchester location 
starting November 21st.

Colchester Celebrates Chanukah
By Michael Sinkewicz

Residents flocked to the Colchester Town 
Green last week to celebrate Chanukah, lighting 
a giant menorah and embracing the eight-day 
festival of lights.

For nearly 20 years, Rabbi Yosef Wolvovsky of 
the Chabad Jewish Center in Glastonbury, has 
hosted an annual celebration at the corner of 
Main Street and Norwich Avenue, illuminating 
a menorah that can be seen by anyone traveling 
through the center of town.

On Dec. 13, the seventh night of Chanukah, 
community members were invited to light sev-
en candles, along with the shamash, or the ser-
vant candle.

“This menorah represents the entire com-
munity,” Wolvovsky told the crowd of roughly 
50 people. “It represents the flame, the fire, the 
neshama (soul) that we all have.”

As temperatures dropped throughout the 
evening, warm “latkes” (potato pancakes) and 
hot cider helped warm up the atmosphere and 
residents huddled to watched a fire show per-
formance. 

Later in the night, Wolvovsky mounted a 
cherry picker and catapulted chocolate-coin 
“gelt” down to the children below, who excitedly 
scattered to retrieve the treats; he only released 
the coins after the kids correctly answered Cha-
nukah trivia questions.

Brad Turker, who Wolvovsky described as an 
“annual stalwart” of the Colchester lighting, was 
one of the individuals asked to light the meno-
rah; he was tasked with the sixth candle.

“That was an honor,” he said afterwards.
Each year, Turker, a current Hebron resident 

who raised his kids in Colchester, makes an ef-
fort to attend the Town Green celebration. 

“This year, it’s important and I wanted to 
make sure I was here,” he said. “It’s the biggest 
crowd in all the years I’ve been coming.”

Wolvovsky offered similar Chanukah 
events in neighboring communities, including 
Glastonbury, Tolland, South Windsor and El-
lington. He expressed that turnout everywhere 

has far exceeded previous festivals.
“In every town we’ve been, we’ve seen people 

that have not been coming out in the past,”  
Wolvovsky told the Rivereast. “I think people 
really do feel that it’s a time for good people to 
stand together and it’s a time for Jewish people 
specifically to be proud and to find ways to ex-
press that both individually and communally.”

The shadow of conflict has casted itself on 
many Chanukah celebrations around the world 
this month, and Wolvovsky said many people 
are searching for an “uplifting and positive ex-
perience.”

“I think there’s a lot going on as far as people 
wanting to express their identity as Jews, and 
their solidarity with other Jewish people,” he 
said. “In addition to that, over time, there’s more 
and more momentum with this specific event.”

Rabbi Ken Alter, who’s been the spiritual 
leader of the Congregation Ahavath Achim in 
Colchester since 1995, agreed that more people 
wanted to participate this year, citing a desire 
“to have a community together.”

“I think now more than ever it’s really need-
ed,” he said, adding that “we need better ways to 
bring light into the world that’s filled with a lot 
of darkness.”

Alter expressed, “We want to make sure we 
can recognize that we can see the light in oth-
er people and everyone has a divine spark in 
them.”

Chanukah celebrates the victory of Jewish 
fighters over Seleucidian Greeks over 2,000 
years ago. Upon entering the Holy Temple, there 
was only enough oil to burn for one day, but it 
miraculously lasted eight days.

Music and free raffles generated community 
energy throughout the evening, but it was dif-
ficult to match the passion of Wolvovsky, who 
consistently engaged with the crowd and com-
mentated the play-by-play action of the festivi-
ties. For example, as participants reached up to 
light the menorah, he’d advice them to use the 
wind to their advantage and promoted a friend-
ly competition regarding who’d torch their can-

dle the quickest.
Wolvovsky ignited a call and response chant 

of “Happy Chanukah,” and challenged the com-
bined pool of residents to generate more noise 
them him — which they objectively failed to do.

He’s brought this tradition to Colchester, 
a town with a “storied Jewish tradition,” for 
roughly 18 years. Each time, Wolvovsky puts 
in maximum effort and attempts to expand the 
ceremony.

“We wanted to do something special for the 
town,” he explained.

When asked where he draws his inspiration 
and energy from, Wolvovsky first pointed to 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, known as the 

Rebbe, a prominent Jewish leader who passed 
away in 1994. His teachings helped shape Wol-
vovsky’s own instruction and community out-
reach.

“Our connection to God shouldn’t be inci-
dental to our life. It should be our core identity 
and that brings passion, that brings enthusi-
asm,” he said. “Everything we do, we try to do 
with a sense of joy and purpose. That’s the way I 
try to live my life.”

But especially during Chanukah, Wolvovsky 
believes his enthusiasm is boosted.

“The flames are meant to inspire passion 
and joy,” he expressed. “That’s what it is — it’s 
warmth, it’s energy.”

50 Years of Bacon Wrestling
2023-24 is Bacon Academy Wrestling’s 50th 

varsity season. All are invited to help celebrate 
at any or all of the following events: 

Wednesday, Jan. 10: Bacon Academy Stu-
dent Night. All Bacon Academy students get 
in for free.

Wednesday, Jan. 24: Senior Night. Prior 
to the meet we will honor the seniors on the 
team.

Saturday, Feb. 3: The Matt Bishel Bobcat 

Classic. This is an all-day tournament at which 
Bacon Academy Wrestling will honor former 
alumnus Matt Bishel, who passed away in 
2011. Wrestling starts at 10 a.m.

At all Wednesday events, wrestling starts at 
6 p.m., but all are invited to come early and 
enjoy some of the pre-meet activities, which 
will start around 5:15 p.m.

During each event there will be some spe-
cial activities. 

A dazzling fire performance was just one of the many exciting aspects of Col-
chester’s annual Chanukah celebration on Dec. 13 
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 1/31/24.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 1/31/24.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!
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232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
We

Sell!
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And a wish for a happy and 
prosperous new year from
our team to your family!

Merry 
ChristMas!

Cougar Season Comes to an End

Colchester Cheerleaders moving on will be Mackenzie Shonk, Connie Lin, Stephanie 
Shi, Megan Buscetto, Sam Frank, Colleen Talbot, Jeneva Santiago

As the 2023 Colchester Cougars season 
comes to an end, we say goodbye to our 8th 
graders who are graduating from our program 
and will be moving on to high school next year. 
It has been an honor to watch them on the field 
and on the mat. You have all made the coaches, 
parents, and fans proud. Our senior football 
team had an undefeated regular season, and 
our senior cheerleaders took 3rd place at com-

petition. We can’t wait to see what your future 
holds. Football players moving on will be Xaden 
Medina, Noah Garvie, Max Sands, Mason How-
ard, Malik Jacques-Morales, Lucas “Pete” Jodi-
on, Jordan Darvis, Cody O’Bryon, Charlie Gor-
man, Brendan Katrup, Adam Bigelow, Dominic 
Helm, Jameson Grant, James Wissler, Gavin 
King, Eric Daley, Colton Laflash. 

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. Reg-
istration required unless noted. For full descrip-
tions and to register, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department. Parks and Rec. can also 
be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town Hall, 127 
Norwich Ave.

Holiday Home and Business Decorating 
Contest: Print your free map and view all of the 
decorated sites; maps are available online or on 
the Parks and Rec. Facebook or Instagram pages. 
Vote for your favorite home and business decora-
tions on Facebook by Dec. 31. 

Colchester Youth Theatre: Winter Show: 
Thursdays, Jan. 11-March 7, 5:30-6:30 p.m., for 
grades 6-9. Cost: $145. Colchester Youth Theatre 
is a new community program through Parks and 
Rec. You’ll be cast in several roles, dive into pro-
duction, and bring a play to life in a public perfor-
mance on March 7.

Teen Self-Defense and Krav Maga Class: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan. 8-March 11, 5:45-
6:30 p.m., at 360 Defense, 52 Mill St. Ages 12-15 
will learn Krav Maga, a self-defense system taught 
worldwide. Cost: $128.

Martial Arts Basics for Kids: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, Jan. 9-Feb. 29, 4:15-5 p.m., at 360 
Defense. Kids age 6-11 will work on respect and 
focus through physically engaging activities. Fee: 
$128.

Adult Actor’s Lab: Mondays, Jan. 8-March 11, 
7-8 p.m., for ages 18 and up. This scene study pro-
gram will help you perfect your craft both onstage 
and on camera, surrounded by other actors. You’ll 
receive expert guidance from a seasoned actor 

and director. Fee: $75/Colchester residents, $80/
non-residents.

Family Cross-Country Skiing: Jan. 8-March 
7 (as weather permits), at Elizabeth and Ruby 
Cohen Park. Schedule is: Fridays/Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-noon, and Sundays, 1-2 p.m. This will be 
non-competitive cross-country skiing. Skis, boots 
and poles will not be provided; you must use your 
own. This activity is weather-dependent; you will 
receive updates upon registration. There is no fee 
for the program. 

Align and Shine Yoga: Wednesdays, Jan. 10-
Feb. 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Immerse yourself in a 
holistic approach that combines traditional yoga 
postures, breathwork, and mindfulness tech-
niques. Fee: $80/Colchester residents, $85/non-
residents

Gentle Yoga: Four-week classes on Mondays, 
Jan. 8-Feb. 5 and Feb. 12-March 11, from 4:45-5:45 
p.m., via Facebook Live. (Exact dates on the Parks 
and Rec. website.) For ages 45 and up. Explore 
yoga postures, breathing techniques and medita-
tion. Fee: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 

Intermediate Yoga: Tuesdays, Jan. 9-Feb. 13, 
6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermediate School. This 
class is designed for beginners as well as experi-
enced. Fee: $70.

Barre-Pilates Fusion: Mondays, Jan. 8-March 
18 (no class 1/15 or 2/19), 5:45-6:30 p.m., online 
via Zoom. This class combines barre and strength 
exercises with floor work based on Pilates prin-
ciples. Fee: $72.

Pilates: Tuesdays, Jan. 9-March 26, 6-6:45 p.m., 
via Zoom. Exercises focus on the core muscles 
which include the abs, back, glutes and shoulders. 
Fee: $96.

Cardio Strength: Wednesdays, Jan. 10-March 
27, 8:30-9:15 a.m., via Zoom. In addition to using 
weights to help build strength, this class incorpo-
rates some light cardio to help improve cardiovas-
cular health. Fee: $96.

Core Strength: Thursdays, Jan. 11-March 28, 
6-6:45 p.m., via Zoom. Fee: $96. 

Zumba: Mondays, Jan. 8-Feb. 26, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Fee: $80.

Men’s Open Gym Basketball: From beginner 
to advanced, pickup basketball is open to every-
one. Tuesdays through March 26 (no basketball 
Dec. 26 or Feb. 20), at William J. Johnston Middle 
School. Must be 18 or older to play. Fee: $75/ses-
sion per resident, $80/session per non-resident.

Volunteers Sought: Parks and Rec. is always 
looking for volunteers to help with events and 
programs. Call the office if interested.

Internships: Are you a college student looking 
for an internship in the recreation field? Call the 
office to discuss your options.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 

Community Bible Study and Prayer: 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 
an open discussion on how God fits into your 
life. 

Carol-Sing and Nativity: Sunday, Dec. 10, 
3 p.m., on the Town Green. Complimentary 
cookies and hot chocolate will be provided by 
Abundant Life, Christian Life Chapel and Fel-
lowship Community Church.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Christmas Eve: On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 
at the 10 a.m. service, the choir will present its 
Christmas cantata, “Silent Was the Night.” Also 

on Christmas Eve there will be an evening ser-
vice at 5 p.m. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information, email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or visit westchestercongchurch.org.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; 
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one 
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Monday, Dec. 25: Senior center closed for 
Christmas Day.

Tuesday, Dec. 26: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
no Tai Chi today; 10 a.m., Stitch & Fix with Ma-
ria; noon, Subway lunch; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 
1:30 p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC Meeting (via 
Zoom).

Wednesday, Dec. 27: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meetup at the 
Airline Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit; 1:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming; 
2 p.m., Sewing Circle.

Thursday, Dec. 28: 9 a.m.,, Exercise w/Ann; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; no yoga today; 
noon, Chair Massage; noon-3 p.m., Senior Ben-
efits Counseling; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., 
Knit & Crochet.

Friday, Dec. 29: No Sit & Be Fit Video, Cho-
ral Group or Yoga today; 10 a.m., New Year’s 
Brunch & Bash; noon, Senior Center closing 
early. 

Coupon good through 1/31/2024. One per customer.
Most vehicles. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating 32 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

BRAKE 
SERVICE 
SPECIAL

$2000 OFF
Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions

Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS

SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t
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c. 860.841.4305 | o. 860.633.0111 | Jody.Delmastro@raveis.com | JodyDelmastro.raveis.com

218 New London Tpke | Glastonbury | CT 06033CIT12-21-23
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44 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Now Open! Mon-Sat 7:00am-7:30pm

Sun 7:00am-7:00pm860-537-4325

SINGLE
WASH
$15

GO
UNLIMITED
$30/MO

SINGLE
WASH
$12

GO
UNLIMITED
$25/MO

EXTERIOR 
WASH & DRY

BASIC

HHOLIDAY SPECIAL!L!

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 12/31/23

Sign up for
ANY package
for $5.00

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

5K Resolution Run
The Colchester Youth First Coalition and 

Colchester Youth and Social Services will hold 
the 19th annual New Year’s Day 5K Resolution 
Run at Town Hall at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 1. 
Registration and bib pick up begins at 8:30AM.

Pre-registration is $30 and Same Day Reg-
istration is $40. The first 200 people registered 
will receive a race performance tee. Register at 
tinyurl.com/59cy4cks.

Proceeds benefit youth scholarships and 
youth center upgrades. For more information, 
contact Charity Benedict at Colchester Youth & 
Social Services at 860-537-7255 or cbenedict@
colchesterct.gov.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on 
Zoom; call for link. 

Wednesday: Hebrew, 2:30 p.m., Jewish Lit-
eracy, 3:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., in-
person and on Zoom – Shabbat; Saturday 
morning, 10 a.m., in-person and on Zoom – 
Shabbat service.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page; Ask the Rabbi and Jewish 
Trivia are also featured.  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Dean’s List
Rachon Crump, a senior criminal justice ma-

jor from Colchester, made the fall 2023 Dean’s 
List at Bob Jones University in Greenville, S.C.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Lin-
wood Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite 
Divine services. Church doors are open for 
Divine Liturgy on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and 
Sundays at 9 a.m.; the Sunday service is bi-
lingual.

For more information, call the church at 
860-537-2069.
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Largest 
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

You Can TRUST the ADVICE 
of our Trained, Knowledgeable and

Experienced Staff! 

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monroe Shocks • RainX Wipers
• AC Delco • Interstate Batteries
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com
860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653 
Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Closed Sunday

Locally Owned!  •  Family Operated!  •  Serving the Community for 40 years!

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

mark’s

auto
parts

Largest
Paint Supplier

East
of the River

Try Us First
for the

BEST PRICES
Around!

Locally Owned! • Family Operated! • Serving the Community for over 40 years!

CUSTOMCOLORS
FILLEDHERE
Convert your
paint intoa
convenient
aerosol.

95 South Main Street, Colchester, CT • www.marksunited.com
860-537-2348 • 860-537-2349 • 800-734-9529 • FAX 860-537-9653

Open 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 • Saturday 8-4 • Sunday 8-2

Great Stocking Stuffers

You can
TRUST the ADVICE

of your Trained
Knowledgeable and
Experienced Staff!

Largest
Paint Supplier

East
of the River.

• Foreign & Domestic Parts
• Monro Shocks
• AC Delco
• Interstate Batteries
• RainX Wipers
• Anco Wiper Blades
• Wagner Headlights

Shop Mark’s United Auto Parts
This Holiday Season!

We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics Lifts, Creepers,
Car Matts and Accessories for every driver in the family!

SHOP LOCAL!

Don’t Get Caught Powerless This Winter!
• Battery Chargers • Booster Packs
• Heavy Duty Car & Truck Batteries

ShoP MARK’S 
UnITED AUTo PARTS

ThIS hoLIDAY SEASon!
We have Tool Kits, Power Tools, Mechanics Lifts, 

Creepers, Car Mats, Chargers, and 
Accessories for every driver in the family!

Great Selection of 
STOCKING STUFFERS!

Including Ice & Snow Scrapers, Arctic 
Guard Snow & Windshield Covers, Flash 

Lights, Key Chains & MUCH MORE!!

ShoP
LoCAL

HAppy HOLiDAyS 
from all of us at 

Mark’s United Auto parts!

ALL WEAThER FLooR LInERS!

on SALE noW!
While supplies last!

RE12-2-22

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!
- Jim Celio and Family
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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3-6PM • 7 DDays a Week

Every 
Wednesday!
3:00-12:00

at the 
bar only

39 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT
(860) 430-2184

redfox-glasstonbury.com

New Year’s EveNew Year’s Eve
8 pm-12 midnight

DJ Terry

Celebrate
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 Uber...Stay Safe! 
must be 21+

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels
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50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

RE12-16-22

Happy Happy 
Holidays!Holidays!

To all our customers,
employees, and vendors,

Wishing you the very best of the 
Season, now and in the future!

RT. 16, Colchester, CT • 860-537-3431 • Out of Town: 1-800-545-GANO
Your One Stop Power Equipment Headquarters • M - F 8-6, Sat. 8-2

www.ganos.com

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

from
all of us at Gano’s!

RE12-18-20

Scouts Collecting
Used Shoes

Hebron’s Cub Scout Pack 28 is collecting used 
shoes as a pack fundraiser. The scouts are ac-
cepting any moderately worn shoes (except ice 
skates!) and they will be reused or repurposed 
through a nonprofit agency. 

Collection boxes are at The Flour Girl Café 
(on the porch), Hebron Ace Hardware (out-
side), Hebron Fire Department (inside), Bou-
tique 56 (inside, in Colchester) and inside both 
Gilead Hill and Hebron Elementary schools. 

Shoes will be collected through Dec. 31. 

Lions’ Lights in Motion
The Hebron Lions’ Lights in Motion event 

runs through the end of the month. 
Lights in Motion is over one mile of holi-

day lights computer-controlled and synced to 
holiday music. Guests drive through the trans-
formed Hebron Lions Fairgrounds on Route 85, 
decorated with over one million lights that are 
programmed to dance to various holiday songs.

Tickets are $34/car if purchased in advance, 
and $40/car at the gate. Net proceeds will be do-
nated to various children’s charities. 

Lights in Motion runs various nights through 
Dec. 31. For a schedule and advance tickets, 
visit www.lionslightsinmotion.org.

Parks and 
Recreation News

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering 
many summer programs. For full program 
descriptions and to register, visit hebronct.
recdesk.com or call 860-530-1281.

Electricity and Magnetmania Workshop: 
Mondays, Jan. 29-March 11, 3:15-4:30 p.m., 
at the Hebron Elementary School library. 
Learn all about electronics, magnetism and 
more in this hands-on workshop. Take home 
your very own circuit kit. Cost is $126.

Gentle Yoga: This class is open to all ages 
and yoga levels. Mondays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Gilead Hill School. Session I: 1/8, 1/22, 1/29, 
2/5, 2/12, 2/26; Session II: 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 
4/15, 4/22, 4/29. Cost is $72 per session.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham 
Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, which 
provides assistance to homeless adults. Needs 
are: Men’s & Women’s: solid color T-shirts 
(long- and short-sleeved, sizes L to 3XL), heavy 
winter coats (clean and in good condition with 
zippers that work); insulated winter gloves; 
sweatpants; hoodies, thermal underwear; ath-
letic crew and winter weight socks; men’s box-

er briefs (M,L,XL); and women’s briefs (sizes 
6-12). Cleaning Supplies: Bleach; Lysol dis-
infectant spray; size XL disposable latex-free 
gloves; Windex; toilet bowl cleaner; and shower 
cleaner. Gift Cards: $15 Stop & Shop cards for 
gas to assist people living in their cars; and $25 
Walmart cards to purchase items needed imme-
diately. Please call to arrange the pick-up of gift 
cards. Miscellaneous: Noise reduction silicone 
ear plugs (great need; no foam, please); 55 gal-
lon trash bags; paper towels; TP; handwarm-
ers; Mucinex tablets; and cough drops. Place 
donations of goods in the designated collection 
box next to the church’s Cry Room. Place large 
quantities of donations in the Cry Room. For 
more information, call Monica or John McKer-
racher at 860-228-4211.

Healing Mass Scheduled
Church of the Holy Family, 185 Church St., 

will hold its next Healing Mass Sunday, Jan. 21, 
at 2 p.m. All are invited. 

The monthly service is intended to bring 
comfort to people struggling – be it physically, 
emotionally or spiritually. 

For more information, call the church at 860-
228-0096.

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester • 860-537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00 p.m.; Sat. 8:00-5:00 p.m.

RE12-22-23

www.ctrentme.com

Merry Christmas
& A Happy
New Year

from everyone at
The Rental Center!
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(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service
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When Was The Last Time You Cleaned Your Septic Tank?  

From our family to yours,From our family to yours,
let this be a safe & peacefullet this be a safe & peaceful

holiday season!holiday season!

Medicare Made Clear

HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES

Call Today!   860-295-9350

Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office open daily 9am-4pm; and Sat. by appt.

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough, CT

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years

Schedule a FREE In Home Consultation
WALK-INS WELCOME! 

CONFUSED BY MEDICARE PLAN CHOICES?
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS!

860-295-9350 
NO COST. NO OBLIGATION.

Open Enrollment Begins
October 15th
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Your Medicare Solutions Specialists
Office Hours: 9am-3pm and by appointment

7 Dickinson Road, Marlborough

Call Today! 860-295-9350

Confused by Medicare Plan Choices?

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Serving Connecticut Families for Over 25 Years
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas
from our family to yours!

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD
Marlborough Family Dental

14 Jones Hollow Road, Suite 15 • Marlborough, CT • (860) 295-8132
marlboroughfamilydental.com

Aubrey, Kullen, Melissa & Kiley Gallagher

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 12/23: Yoga, 9:30 
a.m.; 12/23: Final Pie Pick-Up with Amy Des-
tine, noon-1 p.m.; 12/26: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 
12/27: Yoga, 9:15 a.m., Choir Practice, 7 p.m.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Christmas Eve Services: Sunday, Dec. 24, 10 
a.m. and 9 p.m.; the evening service will not be 
livestreamed.

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets on the first and 
third Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Parish House. All are welcome to join regardless 
of knitting/crocheting experience.

Faith, Film and Potluck: Friday, Jan. 5, 6 
p.m. The remaining dates are Feb. 2, March 1, 
April 5 and May 3.

Military Whist: Saturday, Jan. 13, 5:30 p.m. 
The night will begin with a potluck, followed by 
the card game. See Judy Brandi or Berry Honore 
with any questions.

Pastor Brian Hardee’s Installation: Sunday, 
Jan. 21, 3 p.m., in the sanctuary, followed by 
light refreshments. All are welcome.

Youth Group Meeting: Sunday, Jan. 21, 6 
p.m.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, Jan. 28, 
11:30 a.m. Cost is $15, with proceeds going 
toward the Connecticut Food Bank. Contact 
Gayle Sylvester if you are interested, at gayle.
sylvester@comcast.net.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Holiday Closings: The library will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 25 and 26, for the 
Christmas holiday. It will reopen Wednesday, 
Dec. 27, at noon. The library will also be closed 
Monday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s Day.

Chess Night: Pickup games are held every 

Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.
Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 

6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10 a.m. No registration is required. All classes 
are Family Classes for children age birth to 5. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2022 of SOLD in total 

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia, 
Colchester, Coventry and Andover R
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 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

Our Countryside Family is Wishing
You and Your Family a Safe & Happy Holiday!!!
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$80 per couple / $50 for single
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Wednesday is Pasta Night!

OPEN for Christmas Eve 11am-8pm
for take out and dine in
CLOSED Christmas Day

Make your reservation 
for New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day 
OPEN at 1pm

CIT12-21-23

OUR RETAIL MARKET WILL BE OPEN
SUNDAY, 12/31 FROM 7am-4PM 

SPECIAL VALID 
THROUGH 1/2/24

4-5 oz. Frozen

Maine
Lobster Tails

$8.99 ea.

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL LIST
OF SPECIALS AND HOLIDAY HOURS!

C
IT
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Terrazza Restaurant • 9 Rose Hill, Portland CT 06480
www.TerrazzaCT.com • 860-788-3558

Sun-Thu • 11am-9pm | Fri-Sat • 11am-10pm

On NEW YEAR’S EVE,
we’re open early for an unforgettable 

evening, featuring menu with
Surf & Turf, USDA Prime Ribeye, 
Seafood Pasta, Chilean Seabass,

Veal Osso Buco and more!
Enjoy live music by NYC’s own pianist and songwriter 

incredible Mike Tedesco from 8 pm to midnight.

Join us on CHRISTMAS EVE
and enjoy our special menu,
or choose from our festive,

family-sized catering options.

Celebrate the
Holiday Season at

Terrazza Restaurant!

RESERVE YOUR TABLE NOW FOR
A MEMORABLE HOLIDAY CELEBRATION!

The Nativity Pageant… The children and youth of St Peter’s Episcopal Church acted 
out The Christmas Story during normal Sunday worship service on Sunday, Dec. 17, 
the third Sunday of Advent. They portrayed the story with six scenes, accompanied 
by support of the parishioners joining them in singing Christmas Carol hymns for 
each scene. The kids were complete with costumes for the angels, shepherds, magi, 
sheep, the king, Mary, Joseph and even a live baby Jesus actor. In the roles of costume 
supervisor, sets, selection of characters and stage director was Allison Forrest, a pa-
rishioner who works closely with the youth in the church.

467E Main Street • Colchester, CT • 860-537-5896
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Everyone here at Laurie’s Creations
would like to thank all of our

wonderful customers, families, and 
friends for another wonderful year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a season filled with good health, 

the love of family, the gift of 
friendships, and prosperity.
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10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Low Rates for Good Drivers
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& more

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-WASH

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

R
E2

-1
0-

23

RE11-17-23

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

Pet Food Drive
The Shake a Leg! pet care business is holding 

a food drive through Jan. 1. Shake a Leg! is col-
lecting to benefit the Hebron Dog Pound, the 
Hebron Interfaith Human Services food pantry 
and the Marlborough food pantry.

Shake a Leg! is collecting canned dog and cat 
food, dry food and cookies/treats, clean blan-
kets/dog beds, and cat litter. All donations are 
appreciated. 

Pick-up in Hebron, Amston or Marlborough 
can be arranged, or items can be dropped off in 
Amston. Contact Suzanne Savage via phone/
text for details, at 860-368-9125.

Hebron Neighborhood Sticks Together 

Babysitting co-op members at one of the holiday parties, held each year for the 
past 37 years.

By Michael Sinkewicz
Nearly 40 years ago, a group of new Hebron 

residents hatched an idea for a babysitting net-
work to simplify and accommodate their busi-
ness lives as young parents.

But what ensued was a lifelong voyage for a 
group of relentlessly loyal neighbors full of tra-
ditions and countless acts of generosity.

In 1986, numerous homeowners on Martin 
Road and West Street in Hebron launched a 
babysitting co-op that spanned for over 10 years 
and served roughly 22 different families. 

After disbanding in 1997, many of the neigh-
bors stuck together, assembling for summer pic-
nics and holiday parties. This month, decades 
after official business had ended, the founding 
members — who now face a different set of 
challenges and circumstances — established a 
new caring co-op, allowing the same neighbors 
to coordinate services for each other, including 
yard work and meal deliveries.

So far, 13 families have signed onto the new 
system, ensuring that one of Hebron’s most 
tight-knit communities will remain together.

“I feel so grateful that I have it,” said Susan 
Gagliardo, 75, a founding member of the origi-
nal babysitting co-op who helped initiate the 
new group. “You know there’s people who care 
for you. I consider my friends as family.”

“It Takes a Village”
Gagliardo discovered the baby-sitting co-op 

concept while visiting her sister-in-law in Vir-
ginia. She brought home a book of bylaws and 
from there the idea took off.

“As a neighborhood, it just brought us closer,” 
she said. “It was comforting.”

At the time, Hebron was even more rural 
than it currently is today and new parents in the 
area were searching for child care if they had to 
leave the house. A new co-op would let parents 
venture out beyond school hours and ensure 
that their children were looked after by trusted 
adults.

The West Street-Martin Road Babysitting Co-
Op was officially formed.

“It was really special,” recalled Nancy Perkins, 
another founding member, who had two young 
boys at the time. “We used [the co-op] for the 
full 10 years.”

To call the co-op systematic would be an un-
derstatement. There was a rotating bookkeeper 
and chairman, meetings to discuss possible ad-
justments, and minutes were documented by 
typewriter.

Instead of money, there was a point system 
based on the number of hours served. For exam-
ple, one point would be awarded for every hour 
watching a child, and one subtracted for leaving 
a child with another parent. Higher point val-
ues were handed out for special circumstances, 
such as post-midnight supervision. It was taken 
seriously; seven rule adjustments were made to 
perfect the co-op.

Beyond the parents enjoying their new ar-
rangement, they believe the impact on children 
was also beneficial. Everyone in the neighbor-
hood, Perkins explained, would look out for 
each other and their kids became comfortable 
around each adult.

“It takes a village,” she asserted.
As the kids grew up, the need for a commu-

nity co-op began to dwindle and a difficult de-

cision had to be made. The chairperson at the 
time, Donna Jolly, was aware of the widespread 
apprehension to terminate the beloved organi-
zation.

“Nobody wanted to end it or lose those social 
connections,” she recalled.

But Jolly came up with a suitable agreement; 
the co-op would end, but she would host an an-
nual Christmas party to keep the spirit of the 
group alive. That tradition continued every year 
thereafter.

“It gets energetic,” Jolly joked, adding that 
their Yankee swap can get rather aggressive. 
Still, the overall tone and sentiment remains the 
same.

While the party would take place during the 
height of the co-op, its continued existence has 
taken on greater meaning in recent years.

“It’s kept us strong with each other,” Perkins 
said. “We talk about our funny stories and it’s 
definitely nostalgic.”

Earlier this year, Gagliardo lost her husband 
and the neighborhood was there for her.

“I was so grateful to have that support and 
love,” she said.

In the months afterwards, she realized that 
the needs of her group have evolved, and per-
haps a new “caring co-op” was warranted.

She coauthored an email soliciting interest 
for anyone willing to assist those dealing with 
medical or family issues. The new group would 
help with “transportation, groceries, meals, pro-
viding company in a person’s home, and what-
ever else may be needed.”

Each month, there will be a “Top Dog,” who 
serves as the point-person to call, text, or email 
to coordinate a request.

When 13 responses immediately came in say-
ing “count me in,” nobody should’ve been sur-
prised.

“It shows how caring everybody is,” Perkins 
said.

There’s no bookkeeper this time, no more 
typewriters or points — just the same neighbor-
hood commitment that’s always existed.

“We Don’t Want to Leave”
Much of the core makeup of the original co-

op remains in Hebron, unable to detach from 
their community.

“It’s so hard to describe how special it is,” Jolly 
said. “I don’t want to leave the area.”

Gagliardo added that their group was 
“blessed.” While other neighborhoods change 
as people come and go, many faces in the Mar-

tin Road-West Street section of town remain the 
same.

“I think that’s rare,” she said.
Perkins, who said she will also remain in her 

Hebron home, didn’t expect she didn’t expect to 
form lifelong friends that when her journey in 
town began.

“We don’t want to leave each other,” she said. 
“It was hard to know then, but here we are.”

Her takeaway from nearly 40 years of com-
munity wisdom: “This could be replicated in 
every neighborhood.”

Especially after the pandemic, she continued, 
people need to come together.

“This is the right time.”
Gagliardo moved to Hebron in 1983 from 

Queens, NY, and began bonding with her neigh-
bors. Creating the co-op became easier once 
they had established friendships and perhaps 
neighborhoods today aren’t quite as untied as 
they once were. But, she expressed, “it’s doable.”

“It’s so worthwhile,” Gagliardo said, referring 
to both the babysitting co-op and the caring-op. 
“People need this kind of thing.”

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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Braces Made Me Smile!

 Jennalee

127 Main St. #4, Hebron, CT • (860) 530-1172
HOURS: TUES 8-6; WED 8-6; THUR 12-7; FRI 8-4; SAT 8-2

www.persnipity.com

We’re a FULL SERVICE SALON including manicures 
and pedicures, and hot towel shaves with our barber.

just perfect good hair
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OPEN Saturday the 23rd from 8am-2pm
for last minute GIFT CARDS and GIFTS

Gift Cards can also be purchased on our website! 

ONLINE BOOKING AT
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@
theworshipcenter9733.

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7-8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual develop-
ment. Meets every other Sunday directly after the 
service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: Dec. 31.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typi-
cally held the first Friday of each month from 6-9 
p.m. at the church.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for a 

link and meeting ID.
One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 

Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Donations Sought for HIHS: The Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services (HIHS) food pantry is 
in critical need, and The Worship Center is help-
ing to collect donations of money, food, toiletries, 
Christmas items and paper goods. Items can be 
dropped off at the church on Sunday mornings, 
or donate directly to HIHS at 26 Pendleton Dr., 
Hebron; hours are Tuesday/Thursday 8 a.m.-6 
p.m., and Friday, noon-5 p.m. Contact HIHSCT.
org to give online, or email hsfoodpantry@gmail.
com for more information.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Christmas Eve: Sunday, Dec. 24: Regular ser-
vice at 10 a.m., and special service at 10 p.m.

4th Wednesday Prayer: Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
10-11 a.m., at the church. All are invited to bring 
their prayer requests before the Lord.

From the Town Manager’s Desk
Dear Hebron Residents:

As we reflect upon this past year, and enter the holiday season, please be thankful for all the 
opportunities we enjoy and remember the many that may be less fortunate. If you are able to 
support our local businesses in any way, it would be greatly appreciated.

· The local elections have recently taken place and I welcome all the newly elected officials 
to their positions. As we collaborate to move Hebron forward, my office is always available to 
answer any questions or assist in any way.

· The Hebron Lions Club is holding its 2023 Holiday Light Show. This is a mile-long drive-
through event that runs until Dec. 31st. One hundred percent of the proceeds are donated to 
children’s charities.

· The SnoFolk have reappeared along the downtown corridor thanks to The Town Center 
Project. The residents look forward to the new year of events that this organization will offer.

· The 2024 Hebron Maple Festival will be held on Saturday and Sunday, March 16 and 17. This 
event has been reorganized and The Town Center Project has graciously agreed to work with 
the local businesses, local sugar houses and town officials to present an enjoyable affair.

Our community is a very special mixture of residents and professional businesses. I encour-
age everyone to take a drive along Main Street to enjoy the lovely holiday decorations and 
colorful lights. We offer a small-town feel with country charm.

Happy Holidays!
Andrew J. Tierney, Hebron Town Manager

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m., with Education 
Hour at 9 a.m., including Bible classes for all 
ages. 

The church office is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Pastor Jordan Brown 
is available by appointment. For information 
about church beliefs, care, small groups, Kids 
Ministry, and Youth Group, visit www.hebron-
coh.com, or follow the church on social media.

Preschool Screenings
The Hebron Board of Education will hold 

screenings at Gilead Hill School, 580 Gilead St., 
on Wednesdays, March 6 and May 15, for chil-
dren that reside in Hebron and are 3 and 4 years 
old by the time of the screening. 

Screens in areas of speech, language, cogni-
tive, and motor development will be provided. 
Parents will also receive information to assist in 
fostering their child’s growth.

Call the office of the director of educational 
services at Hebron Public Schools at 860-228-
2577 to register your child to participate in the 
screening, as reservations are required.

The Gift of Giving… The Gilead Congregational Church Board of Missions adopted 
two families from Windham Area Interfaith Ministries (WAIM) for the holidays.  The 
Board of Missions members did the shopping; Laurie Larson (left) and Alice Marien 
(right) loaded the car for delivery to WAIM.  

Scout Completes Service Project

Josh Weers recently completed his Eagle Scout Service Project at Camp Hi-Hoti 
in Hebron. The project consisted of research for and construction of historical signs 
placed along hiking trails at the camp. 

Hebron Troop 28 Eagle Scout candidate Josh 
Weers recently completed his Eagle Scout Ser-
vice Project at Camp Hi-Hoti in Hebron. The 
project consisted of research for and construc-
tion of historical signs placed along hiking trails 
at the camp. The signs highlight natural re-
sources at the camp including Club House Pond 
and metamorphic rock formations, wildlife 
such as migrating water fowl and the resident 
beavers, foundations of the historic Bliss Mills 

and the origins of Camp Hi-Hoti. The camp 
was purchased by the Hartford Neighborhood 
Center in 1944 and has served as an enrichment 
center for Hartford youth ages 6-11, originally 
as an overnight camp and more recently as a day 
camp. Josh is a senior at RHAM High School 
and has been a member of Troop 28 since 2017. 
Josh is the son of Alyssa and Tim Weers of He-
bron and he plans to attend college and study 
nursing in the fall of 2024.

NANOTECHNOLOGY IN DENTISTRY
 The latest innovation in dental technology is nanotechnology, utilizing nanobots (tiny 
robots). The use of nanotechnology in surgical dentistry is groundbreaking for treatment 
in restorative dentistry, orthodontics, and periodontics. Often used during oral implant 
surgery, the nanobot surgical guide aids in meticulously directing the oral surgeon during 
simple and complex surgical procedures. Because these advanced surgical guides require 
longer drills, patients have to open their mouths extra wide to permit more room to allow 
the nanobot accurate guidance for the dentist or oral surgeon to perform the procedure or 
treatment with stealth precision. Navigational surgery, robotics, and microrobots are making 
a huge impact in general dental treatment, paving the way for further innovations using 
robotics in dentistry and oral surgery. 
 To give our patients the best dental care possible, we are committed to continual learning 
and education. Because we want our patients to feel confident knowing that we are a team of 
skilled clinicians, we stay informed about the latest research, new techniques and equipment, 
and the latest products that a dental office can offer its patients to provide state-of-the-art 
dental care. We invite you to take advantage of our commitment to the highest quality dental 
care.
 P.S. In addition to dentistry, nanotechnology is currently be used in the fields of medicine, 
food security, energy, electronics, cosmetics, and textiles.
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George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE12-22-23



NEWS BULLETIN • December 22, 2023 Page 21

This home, at 309 Jones St., turned 250 years old. Over that quarter of a millennium, 
though, the house has only had 11 different owners. 

Historic Hebron House Turns 250 
Editor’s Note: Hebron resident Natalie Walas 

saw her Jones Street home turn 250 years old this 
year! She researched all the prior inhabitants of 
the house, and thought she’d share her findings 
with us. Here, in Walas’ own words, is the story 
of the Ezekiel Jones House.

The Ezekiel Jones House, built in 1773 and lo-
cated at 309 Jones St., turns 250 this year.

Amongst the original landowners in the 
southwest section of Hebron were Benjamin 
Kneeland and Ensign Samuel Jones.  Kneeland 
acquired 60-70 acres between 1718 and 1723, 
which he gave to his two sons; some to Benja-
min Jr. in 1741 and the rest to Isaac in 1743.  

In 1718, Ensign married Rachel Diboll of Col-
chester. He died in 1735 at age 41. Ensign had 
several thousand acres acquired by his father, a 
very prominent man, a Saybrook legatee. When 
Ensign died, his sons, Ezekiel (1730-1791), 
Joel (1731-1792) and Samuel (later known as 
Captain Samuel) (1735-1813), all inherited the 
property. 

Some years after Ensign’s death, Rachel mar-
ried Benjamin Kneeland Jr. in 1738. The name 
Kneeland became part of the heritage of the de-
scendants of Captain Samuel (who had known 
no other father since Ensign had died when the 
boys were very young).  All of the Kneeland 
property eventually belonged to one or another 
of the Joneses (Ensign’s and Rachel’s children).

When Ezekiel Jones became a young man, he 

married a woman named Mindwell. Mindwell 
was the daughter of Richard Beach, another of 
the original Jones Street Settlers. They had 10 
children.  To accommodate his large family, 
Ezekiel built a home which is now 309 Jones St. 
The date and his initials are inscribed in a stone 
at the front door of the house and documentary 
evidence confirms the date. 

After Ezekiel’s death in 1791, his oldest son 
took charge of the estate and dealt with the rest 
of the heirs. In 1804, Levina Jones, who was the 
widow of Ezekiel’s and Mindwell’s son, Eliphaz, 
sold 309 Jones St. to Jonathan Chappel.  Alpheus 
Phelps bought it from Chappel in 1812 and later 
sold it to Abijah Parks in 1819. Parks, originally 
from Colchester, sold the property to his sons, 
Abijah Jr. of Lebanon and John of Colchester.  
John eventually moved to New York and Abijah 
Jr. inherited his brother’s share.

Abijah Jr. had married Clarissa Marvin, a 
near neighbor. Their two sons, Albert (1833-
1909) and Charles (1841-1893), inherited the 
property and soon divided it. Albert lived in 
the house and had the land on the north side of 
Daniels Road (which is now Holly Hills) which 
went southeast from Jones Street, starting where 
the driveway of 309 Jones St. now is, and has 
long since been gone.  Charles had the land on 
the south side of Daniels Road.

Albert lived at 309 Jones St. until his death.  
After his death, tenants had occupied the prop-
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Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-

an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St., 
on Sundays at 9 a.m., with the Rev. James Wi-
ese. People can also join worship live online at 
www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Christmas Eve Services: Sunday, Dec. 24, 9 
a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Caring Shepherds dis-

tributes household and hygiene items, as well 
as food pantry staples, Bibles, and prayers. 
For more information, call Caring Shepherds 
Ministry at 860-228-1152.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open 
to children of all walks of faith. For more in-
formation, call Jennifer Johnson at 860-228-
5134. An application form is available at www.
clecchebron.org.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, call 
the senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior 
center newsletter is online at hebronct.com/
town-departments/senior-center. 

Holiday Closings: The senior center will be 
closed on Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 25 and 26, 
and also on Monday, Jan. 1. 

Yoga: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:15-
11:15 a.m. Next session will be Jan. 3 - Feb. 7. 10 
classes for $30. Drop-in fee is $5 per class. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre- registration is 
required by the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. Pick-
ups will begin at 10 a.m. Schedule: Friday, Dec. 
29 at Big Y, Friday, Jan. 12 at Stop & Shop.  

Mindful Meditation: Mondays after yoga. 
January dates are 8th and 22nd. Class is free. 

Massage Therapy: By appointment Mondays 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Thursdays from 11:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Cost is $25 for 25 minutes or $50 
for 50 minutes. Call the senior center for an ap-
pointment. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-

tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some programs 
have a fee, some are free, and most require 
pre-registration. Detailed information is in the 
monthly newsletter or at the senior center. Ex-
ercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration 
required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Massage, second and fourth Monday 
of the month, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 
a.m.; Movie Monday (twice per month – call for 
date and title). Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/
Needle Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot 
Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamp-
ing, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 
9-10 a.m. via Zoom; Mindful Meditation, first 
and third Wednesdays of the month, 10:15-
11:15 a.m; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; RHAM Bin-
go, the third Wednesday of each month from 
2:30-4 p.m., October through May. Thursdays: 
Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 
1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group, 
first and third Fridays of the month, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.; Created to Create Open Arts Group, 
second and fourth Fridays of the month, 10:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

erty until it was bought in 1917 by Walter E. 
Wright.

When Water E. Wright had purchased the 
property, it was sold to him with 175 acres.  In 
1953, Walter Wright had sold the property to 
Robert and Jean Cafazzo. Eleven years later, in 
1964, the Cafazzo’s sold the property to Frank 
and Constance Attardo who named the prop-
erty “Holly Hill Stable” owning thoroughbreds 
for many years.   

In the late 1970s, the Attardos decided to look 
into The Farm Preservation Act.  A dedicated 
open space program offered by the state so land 
would be used for open space only. The Attar-
dos, waiting almost eight years for this to hap-

pen so as to not develop the land, finally sold 
160 acres to a developer keeping 7 1/2 acres 
along with the barns, out dwellings, and pond 
with the home.  They had come to the realiza-
tion that most of the open space funding kept 
going to the western part of the state.  That par-
cel of land consisting of 160 acres is now called 
“Holly Hills.”  

In 1986, Frank and Constance Attardo sold 
the house with the 7 ½ acres to their daughter 
and son in-law Natalie and Stanley Walas, who 
have remained in the home ever since.

The Walases are only the 11th owners of the 
property since 1773, which is pretty remarkable 
for 250 years!  
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

ALL YOUR FAVORITE CAKES & CHEESECAKES!
Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials

SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
RE11-24-23

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

TAKEOUT CATERING
FOR CHRISTMAS!

Call to order APPETIZERS 
& DINNERS to go!

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

R
E6

-1
8-

21

R
E1

2-
22

-2
3

Merry Christmas and
Happy & Healthy

New Year to all my 
wonderful 
customers, 

family & friends!

Corinne.Machowski@raveis.com
C 860.614.9240 | O 860.633.0111

218 New London Tpke, Glastonbury, CT 06033

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10 
a.m. Worship is streamed live every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. All children in the community are in-
vited to attend Sunday School.  Contact Gwen 
Lawson at the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org for more information.

Christmas Eve: Morning worship service will 
be at 10 a.m. and will be led by Christian Edu-
cation/Junior Youth Director, Gwen Lawson. 
A Candlelight service, led by the Rev. Valerie 
Seaver, with the Chancel Choir and Holy Com-
munion, will be at 9 p.m.

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by 
Seaver and meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. up-
stairs in the lounge. All are welcome. 

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshipers to bring their donations. 
The Drive-Thru Café for Marlborough Food 
Bank patrons is held monthly at the church. 

AA: The church sponsors three scheduled 
meetings: Wednesdays at noon and 7:30 p.m. 
in the Great Hall, and Thursdays at noon in the 
Youth Room.

ACA: Meets in the Youth Room Tuesdays at 
7:30 p.m.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: The shop fea-
tures name-brand handbags and jewelry, linens, 
vintage and collectibles, toys and games, and 
items for giftware, baking, cooking and enter-
taining. Second Blessings is open Fridays from 
noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., through Dec. 23. For more information, 
contact the church office. The shop sells year-
round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay. 

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 or email 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.

Preservation Society Calendars Available 
The Marlborough Preservation Society’s 2024 

calendars are now available.
This year’s theme is “Marlborough’s Notables,” 

and will feature people who have a connection 
to Marlborough and who have made an impact 
to the state, country or world – past and present. 
This is a full-color, 11x17 calendar with history 
and accomplishments of 12 notable people from 
town. 

The cost is $22 per calendar. All proceeds go 

to storing the historic Town Green mural.
For more information, visit www.marlbor-

oughhistory.org/store. For mail orders, the so-
ciety’s mailing address is: Marlborough Preser-
vation Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT 
06447. 

And for more information on the society, 
visit marlboroughhistory.org, or email mhs@
marlboroughhistory.org.

Christmas Eve Services at Congregational Church
Marlborough Congregational Church, Unit-

ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., has 
scheduled a pair of services for Christmas Eve, 
Dec. 24. All are welcome.

Christmas Eve morning worship is at 10 a.m. 
The service will be led by Christian Education/
Junior Youth Director Gwen Lawson.

The Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 9 
p.m. will be led by the Rev. Valerie Seaver. The 
church will feature the outside Christmas tree 
cheerfully lit to welcome parishioners, the inside 

tree glowing in white lights, the Chancel Choir 
performing with candles, the many poinsettias, 
and candelabras by the communion table. Holy 
Communion will be served. At Marlborough 
Congregational Church, Holy Communion is 
open to all, regardless of church affiliation, in-
cluding children, with parental guidance. The 
bread used is gluten-free.

For more information, contact the church of-
fice at 860-295-9050 or office@marlcongchurch.
org or call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432.

Parks and Rec Fall Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203.

Youth Program: Netto Indoor Soccer:  
Games will begin the week of Jan. 8, and will be 
played after school on Mondays and Wednes-
days at Marlborough Elementary School. 
Games will conclude at 4:30 p.m. Fee is $75 and 

participants will receive a T-shirt.
Adult Programs: Adult Volleyball: Thurs-

days, 8-10 p.m., at MES. Fee: $5 per week.
Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 

a.m., through March 31, at MES. Fee is $5 per 
week.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs: Cost of 
the sign is $50. Vertical sign is double sided 8” x 
24” with 4” numbers on blue highway reflective 
metal. Order forms are online and at Town Hall.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Christmas Mass Schedule: Dec. 24, Christ-
mas Vigil at 4 p.m., Evening Mass at 8:30 p.m.; 
Dec. 25, Christmas Mass at 9:30 a.m.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles 
leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena 
Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the 
church office. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. You may 
also bring non-perishable food or household 
donations directly to the Marlborough Food 
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection is the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found on the church website and are 
scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, RCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. Trans-
portation is Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
call 36 hours in advance of your appointment to 
guarantee a ride.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

Friday, Dec. 22: Not Just Quilters, 9:30 a.m.-
noon; assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 
a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Menu: crab cake w/ tartar sauce, 
tater tots, ketchup, California-blend vegetables, 
wheat bread, fresh fruit; Setback, 2:30-4 p.m. 

Art Exhibit Continues
at Town Hall

A variety of new pieces of art by award-win-
ning local artist J. Bogon Romanowski will con-
tinue to be exhibited in the Town Hall, 26 North 
Main St., until Dec. 29. The Town Hall is open 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday through Thurs-
day, and from 8 a.m. until noon on Friday.

All are free to visit and view Romanowski’s 
variety of pieces in various styles: oil, charcoal 
and graphite drawings, and mixed media. 

These monthly exhibits are sponsored by the 
Marlborough Arts Center. 

New Year’s Eve
Open House

There will be a New Year’s Eve open house at 
Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., on 
Sunday, Dec. 31, from 6-9 p.m. 

Bring a snack to share, your own drink, and 
enjoy the company of others who also want to 
celebrate, but not at midnight. There is on-site 
parking and the building is fully accessible.

The open house is free. For more informa-
tion, call 860-467-6353.

Holiday Closings
Marlborough Town Hall, Senior Center 

and Public Works Garage will be closed 
Monday, Dec. 25, and Monday, Jan. 1.

The Transfer Station will be open Satur-
day, Dec. 23, and Saturday, Dec. 30.

The American Legion Post 197 held a Christmas Brunch on Sunday, Dec. 17. 
Over 60 people attended. Santa was there, and we were entertained by our own 
special carolers. Thank you to everyone who planned, coordinated, and executed 
this amazing day. Happy Holidays to all!

Changing Your
Party Affiliation

If you are currently enrolled in a party 
and want to change affiliation for Con-
necticut’s April 2 Presidential Preference 
Primary on your voter registration, the last 
day to transfer is Jan. 2.

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
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America’s 22 million veterans should get what they were promised. DAV helps 

veterans of all ages and their families get the health, disability and financial 

benefits they earned. And we connect them to vital services like claims 

assistance, medical transportation and job resources. If you’re a veteran who 

needs free help, or you’d like to help us keep the promise, visit DAV.org.

VETERANS FOUGHT FOR OUR WAY OF LIFE. 
IT’S OUR DUTY TO FIGHT FOR THEIRS.
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15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2

C1
-1

2-
23

State Solar Incentive Granted
By London Brazal

Following the Thanksgiving holiday, the town 
received news that they successfully secured a 
state solar incentive for a solar array to be in-
stalled at the closed and capped landfill at 39 
Sand Hill Road. The new development will be a 
commercial-scale solar photovoltaic array built 
by GreenSkies Clean Energy of North Haven. 
Solar arrays are among the limited projects pos-
sible for construction on closed landfills. 

In general, the town has been looking for 
ways to reduce costs. Last year in September, 
the project to build a solar array was presented 
by Dr. Rob Klee and Allen Sabins. Klee served 
as the Commissioner of Connecticut’s Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) and Sabins is the Managing Partner of 
CSW Energy. 

The two project managers indicated that the 
landfill could apply to two incentive programs: 
the Shared Clean Energy Facilities program or 
the Non-Residential Renewable Energy Solu-

tions incentive program (NRES). After delib-
eration of the two programs, people generally 
favored the NRES program because it allows the 
town to designate its electric bill as a beneficia-
ry. Simply, this helps offset the cost of electricity.

According to DEEP, the renewable energy 
program is a successor of two former incentives. 
The objective of the NRES incentive is to “fos-
ter the sustained, orderly development of the 
state’s Class I renewable energy industry and to 
encourage the participation by customers in un-
derserved and environmental justice communi-
ties, among others.”

In a presentation given by Klee and Sabins 
at the Jan. 18 Board of Selectmen meeting, the 
two went over the landfill request for proposal. 
Of the five companies who placed bids on the 
project, the shortlist included Ameresco and 
GreenSkies, with the recommendation being 
GreenSkies. The concern with Ameresco is that 
the designs would lead to a redesign in the fu-

ture and the size exceeded the local grid capaci-
ty. GreenSkies was described as having the most 
efficient design with the fewest concerns. The 
design was within the local grid capacity and 
avoided slopes, making it a buildable design. 

“GreenSkies opted for a much tighter and 
smaller footprint of a project,” said Sabins. 
“They did very well taking into consideration 
the channel as well as any applicable slope ar-
eas.”

On Feb. 1, the Board of Selectman hosted a 
public hearing regarding the solar project. The 
consensus of the residents present was that they 
were “in favor.” One resident said that she could 
not think of anything more exciting than some-
thing that would provide electricity and reduce 
rates for the town. Andy Bauer, Chairman of the 
Clean Energy Task Force, recognized both Su-
san Bransfield and Ryan Curley for their partici-
pation in the solar discussions. “There has been 
much due diligence,” said Bauer.

In a question regarding the life of the project, 
it was said that the contract is good for 20 years 
and when it is decommissioned, there will be no 
cost to the town. 

By choosing the NRES incentive program, 
the town can save money on its electric bill. 
GreenSkies is set to oversee the development, 
installation, and maintenance of the solar proj-
ect. The energy generated from the array will be 

supplied to the grid, and in return, Eversource 
will apply credits to the electricity bills of vari-
ous Portland facilities. These include Fire Sta-
tion #2, the Portland Library, the Senior Center, 
the Police Station, Town Hall, town street lights, 
and wells.

At a Clean Energy Task Force meeting in July, 
it was reported that the project did not get the 
initial award but was not rejected either and put 
on a waitlist. This September, Sabins and Klee 
indicated that GreenSkies successfully submit-
ted the bid package for the project to the Ever-
source Renewable Energy Solutions Incentive 
program. Following Thanksgiving, the incentive 
was granted to the town. 

The project’s average annual benefit to the 
town is expected to be around $100,500. In the 
life of the 20-year contract, the benefit is expect-
ed to be more than $2,000,000. GreenSkies will 
begin the array’s engineering phase soon and 
estimates construction to begin in the latter half 
of 2024. 

“Commercial Solar Works and Klee Sustain-
ability were instrumental in guiding the Town 
through the various procedural hoops” read the 
press release from First Selectman Ryan Curley. 

Curley continued, “I would like to thank 
Andy Bauer and Portland’s Clean Energy Task 
Force for all of their help in getting Portland to 
this stage.”

Used Winter Adult
Coat Drive

 Each December the Portland Knights of Co-
lumbus collects used coats for the food bank, to 
provide their clients. Donations can be placed 
in the large container in the Rosary Room at St. 
Mary Church. 

Party Affiliation Changes
If you are currently enrolled in a political par-

ty and wish to change your affiliation to be able 
to vote in the Presidential Preference Primary 
on April 2, you must change no later than Jan. 2. 

You can change your affiliation online at vo-
terregistration.ct.gov or by completing a form 
in the Portland town clerk’s office.

Exchange Club Holding 
Bingo Night

The Portland Exchange Club will hold a Bin-
go Night Thursday, Jan. 11, at Concentric Brew-
ery, located at 91 Main St.

Card sales start at 6 p.m., and games start at 7 
p.m. Admission is $20 for four cards to be used 
for all 10 games, with prizes for the winner of 
each game. Proceeds from the night will go to 
the Portland Fuel Bank.

Last month, the Exchange Club donated $300 
to the Portland Fuel Bank and $500 to the Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation.

First Congregational 
Church News 

The First Congregational Church of Portland, 
located at 554 Main St., is a member of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. The church is an “open and 
affirming” congregation, welcoming everyone. 

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-
ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required.

Rec Basketball K-2 with Skyhawks: Satur-
days, Jan. 6-Feb. 10, at Gildersleeve School. Kin-
dergarten is held from 8-8:50 a.m.; first grade, 
9-9:50 a.m.; second grade girls, 10-10:50 a.m.; 
second grade boys, 11-11:50 a.m. Fee: $100/
resident, $120/non-resident.

Drop-In Basketball: Mondays (for women) 
and Tuesdays (for men), 7:30-9 p.m., through 
May, at Portland Middle School.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor 
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 

website for more information.
Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 

Antonelle for an appointment.
Other Programs: For information on faith 

formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Holiday Book Store

Preschool Screening
Connecticut public schools are responsible 

for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View 
School in Portland will conduct a preschool 
screening Friday, Jan. 5, for children ages 3-4. 
The screening is designed to answer any ques-
tions or concerns about a child’s development as 
well as identifying children who may be eligible 
for the preschool selection process.

During the screening, each child will meet 
with members from Portland’s preschool team 
and participate in a variety of activities. These 
activities assess different developmental areas 

including cognition, communication, fine and 
gross motor skills and social interaction. Dur-
ing this time, the parent/caregiver will meet 
with another member of the team to discuss the 
child’s adaptive and personal social skills.

Following the screening, parents/caregivers 
will receive a letter stating the child’s results. 
In order for a child to attend Valley View’s pre-
school program, they must participate in the 
screening process. Peer role models are deter-
mined on a year-to-year basis. 

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View at 860-342-3131.

The Friends of the Portland Library Holi-
day Book Store is open in the Second Hand 
Prose Book sale area at the library, 20 Free-
stone Ave., during regular library hours.

The sale features a variety of used books 
including children’s books and holiday books. 
Books are a bargain at 50 cents for paperbacks 
and children’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks 
and $2 for hardcover. There is also an assort-
ment of puzzles and games, all individually 

priced.
All proceeds benefit programs funded by 

the Friends, including the library’s DVD col-
lection, Museum Pass Program and various 
children’s, family and adult programs held 
throughout the year.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org 
for more information or email friendsofthe-
portlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
Remember, If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!

Gotta’s Farm
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Gotta’s Farm will be 
closing for the season 
on Sunday, December 

24th at noon.

We would like to thank everyone 
for their patronage and hope

to see you in the Spring!

Route 17, Portland
(860) 342-1844

Open Daily 8:00am - 6:00pm
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donation Info: The senior center 
asks that residents not leave Food Bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the Food Bank 
is open. The Food Bank is open Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior 
center does not need any donations directed to-
ward the senior center. People are asked to only 
leave donations for the Food Bank, and only 
during food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Closed 
for the Christmas holiday. Tuesday: Bears on 
a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy 
bears for cancer patients – donations are sought 
of light fleece, one yard or more, for making 
bears (to donate, call 860-342-0809); Coupons 
for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m. Wednes-
day: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize 
Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social Duplicate 
Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Wednesday, multipurpose room. Thursday: 

Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; 
Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: 
Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (note: if that 
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Thursday. The delivery usually 
takes about an hour. For full details, call Alexis 
at 860-342-6761.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit  or 
call 860-342-6770. The library is also on Face-
book and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closings: The 
library will be closed Saturday, Dec. 23, through 
Monday, Dec. 25, for the Christmas holiday, 
with normal hours resuming Tuesday, Dec. 26. 
The library will be closed Saturday, Dec. 30, 
through Monday, Jan. 1, for the New Year, with 
normal hours resuming Tuesday, Jan. 2.

LGBTQ+ Social and Support Groups: Teens 
are invited to social meetups at the library on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Support groups will meet on the third Wednes-
day of the month, with a parent and caregiver 
support group running concurrently in another 
room at the library. For more information, con-
tact Jenn Renk at 860-342-6770.

Children’s Programs: Meet and Greet with 
the Snow Sisters: Thursday, Dec. 28, at 11 a.m. 
Calling all fans of Elsa and Anna! The Snow Sis-
ters will visit the library for a morning of songs, 
games, crafts and photo opportunities. Space is 
limited.

Winter Storytimes: Registration is open now. 
Preschool Storytime: Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m., 
starting Jan. 9. Storytime for Toddlers and 
Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose: Wednes-

days, 10:15 a.m. or 11:15 a.m., starting Jan. 1.
Adult Programs: Steve Wells Art Exhibit: 

Wells is a lifelong resident of Portland and has 
been drawing and “Painting the Town” for many 
years. The exhibit runs through Dec. 29. 

Movie: Wednesday, Jan. 10, 1 p.m.: Barbie (It’s 
Pink Day at the library!).

Resume Workshop: Wednesday, Jan. 10, 6 
p.m., in the Mary Flood Room. Learn how to 
update your resume. Four lucky individuals, 
picked from attendees, will get to meet sepa-
rately with Jeff Thierfeld for one-on-one resume 
critiques after the initial workshop.

Get the Buzz on the Bees: Thursday, Jan. 18, 
6 p.m., in the Mary Flood Room. Mark Gostkie-
wicz from Tri Gable Lea Farm in Colchester will 
present info on starting a hive for the spring, the 
types of hives, bee suppliers, and more. 

Writers’ Café: Thursday, Jan. 25, 6 p.m., in 
the Mary Flood Room. At this drop-in café, the 
library will provide warm beverages; you bring 
whatever you need to write to help the library 
“sprint” to the finish line in its community writ-
ing challenge. The first hour will be quiet writ-
ing time (6-7 p.m.), and then folks can use the 
final 30 minutes (7-7:30 p.m.) to chat about 
their project!

January Book Clubs: 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, Jan. 4, 6:30 p.m. Lunatics 
by Dave Barry will be discussed. Talk About 
Books: Tuesday, Jan. 9, 1 p.m. The Last Story of 
Mina Lee by Nancy Jooyoun Kim will be dis-
cussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, 
Jan. 16, 1 p.m. Motherless Brooklyn by Jonathan 
Lethem will be discussed.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds 

Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church 
School. 

Christmas Celebrations: All are invited to 
join in the church’s celebrations this Christmas 
season. On Sunday, Dec. 24, the church will cel-
ebrate Advent 4 at 9:30 a.m., and its Christmas 
Eve service and pageant will be at 5 p.m. On 
Christmas Day, there will be a lay-led informal 
prayer service at 10 a.m.  Christmas services will 
also be offered at the Church of the Holy Trinity 
in Middletown at 9:30 a.m. and at St. Luke in 
South Glastonbury at 9 a.m. On Sunday, Dec. 
31, all are invited to celebrate lessons and carols 
with the First Congregational Church of Port-
land at 10 a.m. The church’s celebration of the 
Feast of the Epiphany will be Sunday, Jan. 7, at 

9:30 a.m., at Trinity Church, as a lay-led morn-
ing prayer.

The church also asks that people, when mak-
ing their Christmas and year-end gifts and do-
nations, to remember the church.

On Fridays from 2-4 p.m., the church is open 
for prayer and meditation, and there is a gath-
ering in the church office for Anglican  prayer 
beading at the same time. No prior beading ex-
perience is required. 

For more information, the church’s calendar 
of events, to donate, or to listen to past sermons 
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have 
prayer requests, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

Pop Up Shop Saturday
The Callander Cupboard at the Ruth Cal-

lander House Museum of Portland History 
located at 492 Main Street will be open to-
morrow, Saturday, Dec. 23 from 11a.m. to 
1 p.m. Check out the Callander Cupboard 
products online at www.Portlandhistsoc.org 
and even place your order there. Society elves 
will have your last minute shopping ready for 
you to pick up.

The Portland Historical Society has prints 
of the Arrigoni Bridge photo that was used by 

the USPS to represent that iconic landmark in 
their Bridges series released in August. The 
Callander Cupboard also has the pewter or-
naments originally sold by Boy Scout Troop 
2 depicting many of the town’s landmarks. If 
you need a last minute gift for someone who 
loves the town of Portland, there are cutting 
boards with the town’s logo, books with a lo-
cal touch for adults and children and even a 
linen tea towel or notepad with sketches of 
local scenes. 

Winter Indoor Soccer Registration
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) is holding reg-

istration for its winter indoor session. Register 
at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub. 
Deadline is Sunday, Jan. 7, and the season will 
run Jan. 13 to March 2.

Limited space is available. Players will be 
grouped based on age and registration totals. 
Start times are subject to change depending on 
total registrations. The tentative schedule is:

Divisions U5-U8 (birth rears 2016-19): Satur-
day Futsal at noon/1 p.m.  One hour each week 
at Gildersleeve gym. Cost is $40.

Divisions U9-U15 (birth years 2009-15): Sat-
urday Futsal at either 2 p.m., 3 p.m. or 4 p.m., 

at Gildersleeve gym, and/or indoor soccer Sun-
days at 4 p.m. or 5 p.m. at Oakwood in Glaston-
bury. Fee $60. Some weeks it will be one of the 
two days; other weeks it will be both days.   

Futsal is played in a gymnasium with dedi-
cated goals and a heavier ball.  I n d o o r 
Soccer is ar Oakwood indoor soccer field #3 in 
Glastonbury. The Oakwood field is larger than 
a basketball court: carpeted floor with hockey 
walls. A normal soccer ball is used.

Volunteer coaches are provided through PSC. 
For more information, contact club president 

Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional. A recording of the ser-
vice is posted to YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. 
Bulletins for the service are posted each week at 
zionlutheranportland.org.

Zion will be celebrating the birth of the Christ 
Child and the New Year at several worship ser-
vices. All are welcome to join us.

On Sunday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, we will 

worship together at 9 a.m. and again at 5 p.m.  
On Sunday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve, we will 
participate in a service of “Lessons and Carols” 
at 9 a.m.

All are welcome to all worship services and 
special events. For more information or if in 
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit  zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide

full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail. 

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

Middletown
Jonathan W. Clark

Jonathan Whitmore 
Clark was born to Paul 
Clark and Mary Whit-
more Clark of Middle-
town, CT. 

He is predeceased by 
his parents, his sister Me-
lissa, and brother Chris-
topher. He is survived by 
his brother Jeremy Clark 
and his wife Kimberly of 
FL. Jonathan was mar-
ried to the love of his life 
(49 years) Deborah A. Wichrowski. They had 
two sons Perry P. Clark and his wife Carolyn 
of Norfolk, VA., Brandon J. Clark and his wife 
Melissa of Higganum, CT. He also leaves behind 
his cousin Beryl Whitmore Thorpe and her hus-
band Henry of Middle Haddam, CT as well as 
several nieces and nephews. 

He worked for many years as a Foreman in 
HVAC for Atlantic Ventilating and Advanced 
Sheetmetal Associates. Jon considered many of 
his colleagues not only friends but family. 

He studied for and obtained his Captains li-
cense while building his 35’ Terry Jason lobster 
boat which he loved. The Deborah Ann. Fish-
ing, boating and being on the water was on the 
top of Jon’s list for a “good day” any chance he 
got. 

Jon was a long time member of the Radical 
Valve Timers Club of Middletown, CT. He was 
a car guy through and through. He built many 
engines/cars from the ground up and enjoyed 
the thrill of going fast. One of his dearest friends 
Lou Presta of Presta and Presta Automotive was 
his almost daily stop to hang out with the fellas 
for good times, laughs and a cold beer. 

As a husband and father his family always 
came first. Everyone that was loved by Jon al-
ways felt safe and protected. Jon in essence was 
like a grizzly bear, gruff on the outside but really 
a teddy bear on the inside. 

Louie and Zoey (Morkies) and Kitty will miss 
“daddy” picking them up when he came home 
everyday to cuddle them. 

There will be a celebration of life ceremony in 
the Spring of 2024. More details will follow as 
arrangements are finalized.

The Lastrina Family Funeral Home, 491 High 
St., Middletown, is in charge of arrangements.  

New Obituary Policy
Starting with the Jan. 5, 2024, edition, 

there will be a $100 fee for all obituaries. 
Until then, the fee for obituaries will con-
tinue to be $75.

Obituaries can be submitted by email to 
bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Colchester
Tina Marie Good

Tina Marie Good, 63 of 
Colchester passed away 
on Dec. 16, at her home 
with her beloved family 
by her side.  Born Nov. 
2, 1960, in Hartford, she 
was the daughter of the 
late John and Marietta 
(Devine) Good.  

Tina was an accom-
plished local artist, a pas-
sion that burned brightly 
for over 40 years. She 
began by experimenting with various tools her 
roommates used back in their 20s. Without 
formal education, she started with ink and cre-
ated giant canvases, worked with clay and other 
genres. She dabbled in art classes at the com-
munity college. Before long all of her professors 
urged her to do more. Metal sculpting was a real 
strength - but she lacked equipment and knew 
it couldn’t promise her the kind of career she 
wanted. Tina always made art a part of her life. 
When she bought her first house, opportunities 
for making art surrounded her. She built stone 
walls and patios out of things that she would 
find and incorporate into her art.  

Moving to Lake Hayward about seven years 
ago really brought Tina’s love for art to the fore-
front. It also brought friendships that felt like a 
whole new family.  She used to always say her 
life really began when she first became a part of 
the lake community. 

Back in June of 2021 Tina was diagnosed with 
incurable lung cancer and was given three to 
12 months to live. Throughout chemo and ra-
diation, she enjoyed hiking with her dogs and 
being out in nature. She also celebrated that 
she got the chance to meet Warren Blessing, a 
master carver who lives in the lake community. 
Through his artistic influence and friendship, 
she grew as well and started doing relief carv-
ings. Her works are growing in popularity espe-
cially in the many area lake communities, from 
Bashan Lake to the Moodus Reservoir, Lake 
Pocotopaug and others. Through his friendship 
and coaching her through carving, Tina learned 
his style and started doing carvings of lakes, 
dragon flies, humming birds and more.  

Tina will always be remembered for her huge 
smile, her effervescent personality and enthusi-
asm which she maintained throughout her ill-
ness and of course her beautiful art creations 
she shared with the world. Many of Tina’s works 
are available at Gifts on the Green.  

She is survived by her wife Karin Grann of 
East Haddam; brother, Ed Good and wife Don-
na Good of East Hartford; her dog Hannah, 
and cat Oliver; and numerous other extended 
family and friends. Care of private funeral ar-
rangements has been entrusted to the Aurora-

East Hampton
Kathryn L. Austin

Kathryn L. Austin, 70, 
of Meriden, passed away 
peacefully after a long ill-
ness Tuesday, Dec. 12, at 
the Curtis Home in Mer-
iden. 

Kathryn was born Feb. 
2, 1953, in Southington, 
to the late Vernon and 
Hazel (Gregg) Austin. She 
proudly served in the U.S. 
Air Force during the Viet-
nam War and worked as 
a registered nurse for many years. Kathy lived 
her life with a strong faith and cherished her be-
loved cats. 

Kathy is survived by her siblings: Russel Aus-
tin and his wife Margaret of East Hampton, Ro-
berta Lasek and her husband Steven of Meriden 
and Karen Austin, both of Meriden, and Laura 
Murray and her husband Tim of Arizona. She is 
also survived by many nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grandnephews.

In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by one brother, Steven Austin. 

Kathy’s family would like to thank the entire 
staff at the Curtis Home in Meriden, especially 
Lauren, Anne and Peggy, for their kindness, 
compassion and the wonderful care they pro-
vided. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Kathy’s mem-

Portland
Marjorie H. Schufer

Marjorie “Mert” (Han-
na) Schufer, 88, formerly 
of Portland, beloved wife 
of 65 years to the late 
John H. Schufer, passed 
away Sunday Dec. 10, at 
Middlesex Hospital. She 
was born in Middletown, 
daughter of the late Wil-
liam Hanna Jr. and Mar-
jorie (Hallberg) Hanna.

Prior to her retirement, 
she worked as an office 
manager and bookkeeper for the family busi-
ness, John & Bob’s Service Station. She was a 
member of the 2nd Congregational Church of 
Middle Haddam. Mert enjoyed the beach, their 
home in Florida, hosting Christmas parties, 
and was well known and loved for her awesome 
wedding cakes.

Mert is survived by her brothers, Robert 
Hanna, William Hanna and his wife Kim; sis-
ters, Irene Nichols, Carol Baretta; as well as sev-
eral nieces and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her brother, Donald Hanna and niece, Jodi 
Baretta Bjorklund.

Funeral services were held Saturday, Dec. 16, 
at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St., Middle-
town. Burial was held at the Union Hill Ceme-
tery, Middle Haddam. Visitation was held prior 
to the service. 

Those who wish may send memorial contri-
butions to the Second Congregational Church, 
52 Middle Haddam Rd., Middle Haddam, CT 
06456. 

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

Hebron
John “Jack” McLaughlin 

After a valiant battle 
with Alzheimer’s Disease, 
John (Jack) McLaughlin, 
79, loving husband of Pa-
tricia (Patty) McLaughlin, 
went to meet the Lord 
on Dec. 15, 2023. He was 
born on June 6, 1944, in 
Hartford, CT and moved 
to Manchester, CT where 
he spent most of his life. 
He and Patty then retired 
to Sarasota, FL where they 
were surrounded by many wonderful friends.

He and Patty, the love of his life, were blessed 
with three children who will remember him as 
a kind, witty, and loving father: Carolyn (Cary) 
Trantalis and her husband William of Colum-
bia CT, John McLaughlin and his fiancée Rene 
of San Diego CA, and Robert McLaughlin and 
his wife Julie of Hebron CT. In addition, he is 
survived by six adoring grandchildren Nikolos 
Trantalis and his wife Carrina, Christian Tran-
talis and his wife Nicole, Christina McLaugh-
lin, Jack McLaughlin, Ryan McLaughlin, Jake 
McLaughlin, and three great-grandchildren 
Emma, Grace, and Olivia. He is also survived by 
his brother Charles (Chuck) McLaughlin of San 
Diego. He was pre-deceased by his parents John 
and Dorothy McLaughlin and a sister Kathleen.

Jack was a 1962 graduate of Manchester High 
School and remained a part of the Class of 62’ 
Reunion Committee. He went on to graduate 
from The Hartford Institute of Accounting and 
had a long and successful career as a sales exec-
utive for Roadway Express and Old Dominion 
transportation companies.

He and Patty were high school sweethearts 
and married for more than 60 years. They were 
devoted soulmates through the good times and 
bad. They lived, laughed, and loved like no oth-
er. They had many wonderful nautical adven-
tures on their sailboat navigating the seas of the 
New England coast.

Jack was an avid outdoorsman and a life-time 
member of The Andover Sportsman Club. His 
love of the outdoors brought out the best in 
him. He treasured his time playing golf with 
good buddies. He maintained many robust rela-
tionships with friends from kindergarten, high 
school, and his years in Florida. Jack was gener-
ous, had a great sense of humor, and a strong 
Irish wit about him. His family and friends will 
continue to honor his legacy by living their lives 
to the fullest.

His family would like to give a special thanks 
to the skilled and dedicated staff at Colebrook 
Village of Hebron where he and his wife resided. 
The excellent and devoted care he received was 
beyond measure.

Jack will be honored with a celebration of life 
on Saturday, Jan. 6 at 12:00 p.m. at the John F. 
Tierney Funeral Home, 219 W. Center St. in 
Manchester, CT. Calling hours will be held an 
hour prior from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For 
online condolences, please visit www.tierneyfu-
neralhome.com.

McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester. In lieu 
of flowers please consider making a donation 
in memory of Tina to the East Haddam Land 
Trust - EHLT P.O. Box 122 East Haddam, CT  
06423 or visit www.ehlt.org.To sign the online 
guest book or share a memory of Tina, please 
visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

ory may be made to the Disabled American 
Veterans (www.ihelpveterans.org) or by doing 
something special for a veteran. 

A graveside service for close family and 
friends with military honors will be held in the 
springtime at the State Veterans Cemetery in 
Middletown. 

Plantsville Funeral Home has been entrusted 
with handling the arrangements. For online 
condolences, please visit www.plantsvillefuner-
alhome.com.
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LEGALS

DETENTION BASIN TREE CLEARING
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT  

INVITATION TO BID 

Sealed Bids for the Detention Tree Basin Clearing will be 
received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town Clerk’s 
Office until 10:00 AM local time on Thursday, January 10, 
2024. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud 
at this time. The Project consists of clearing all trees from 4 
Detention Basins. 
 Bids shall be in a lump sum. 
 Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents 
on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and 
may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building 
Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail 
Building@marlboroughct.net. 
To receive the documents via package services, send a com-
pleted pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the 
Issuing Office. PDF copies are available upon request after the 
receipt of the non-refundable fee. 
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Is-
suing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the 
Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not 
be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer 
will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, 
including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the 
Issuing Office. 
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 11:15 a.m. on Thursday, 
December 28, 2023, at the Department of Public Works, 66 
South Main Street, Marlborough, CT. Attendance at the pre-
bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory. 
The successful Bidder will be required to provide Performance in 
the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price. 
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on 
all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in 
the Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid. 
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for 
all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action 
to ensure equal opportunity employment as noted in the Gover-
nor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17. 
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being 
accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] 
days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of bids. 
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in 
the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and 
conditions described in the specifications; to reject any, any part 
of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding 
process; and to accept that bid which the Town deems to be in 
its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed. 
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project 
will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
ordinances, and regulations. 
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with 
the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an 
Agreement and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full 
policies, a performance bond, and to the Town prior to the start 
of any work. 
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received 
all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid. 
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town. 
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and 
specifications from time to time as it deems necessary. 
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and 
does not constitute a contract offer. 
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, with-
draw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the 
best interest of the Town to do so. 
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.  
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut
By: David R. Porter, Town Manager 
Date: December 12, 2023 

2TB 12/15, 12/22

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold 
a regular meeting on January 3, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town 
Hall and via ZOOM Virtual Meeting to consider the following:

PZC-23-015: Text Amendment regarding Accessory Uses to 
Agriculture per Sec. 8.4.C
PZC-23-017: Salt Pond Apartments, LLC, Edgewater Circle, 
Re-subdivision approval for the creation of 2 lots. Map 10A/
Block 85/Lot 5C.

Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in the 
Land Use Office 860 267-7450.

2TB 12/22, 12/29

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
regular meeting on January 3, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall 
and via ZOOM Virtual Meeting to consider the following:

Text Amendment Regarding Required Setbacks on Non-
Conforming Lots in the R-1 Zone: Section 8.2 of the East 
Hampton Zoning Regulations

Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in the 
Land Use Office 860 267-7450. 2TB 12/22, 12/29

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
LEGAL NOTICE

All persons liable to pay the second installment for Real Es-
tate, Personal Property, Motor Vehicle and the Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle tax to the Town of Marlborough as levied on the 
October 1, 2022 Grand List are hereby notified the taxes are 
due and payable on January 1, 2024 and will be delinquent 
February 1, 2024.  Delinquent bills will be subject to interest 
of one and one-half percent per month reverting back to the 
due date or 18% a year.  Minimum interest is $2.00    The 
Mill Rate for Real Estate and Personal Property for the 2023-
2024 Fiscal Year is 34.73.  The Mill Rate for Motor Vehicles 
is 32.46.
Tax payments may be mailed to Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29, 
Marlborough, CT 06447, placed in the DROPBOX at Town 
Hall, in person at the Tax Collector’s office during normal 
business hours or paid online, www.marlboroughct.net with 
Mastercard, Visa, or ACH.  Tax Collector hours are:  Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m, Tuesday 8:30 
a.m. – 7:00  p.m., Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:oo Noon.
Respectfully submitted
Barbara Lazzari
Tax Collector

3TB 12/22, 1/12, 1/26

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION
Notice is hereby given that on December 7, 2023, the Duly 
Authorized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission 
made the following decision:
W2023-3092: 364 Old Hartford Rd; Colchester Veterinary 
Hospital - Applicant/Owner; Assessor’s ID 09-00-001-000; 
Proposed 30’ x 10’ kennel expansion and erosion & sediment 
controls within 75’ Upland Review Area. APPROVED WITH 
STANDARD CONDITIONS
Dated December 7, 2023
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 

1TB 12/22

NOTICE OF MARLBOROUGH DEMOCRATIC 
TOWN COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP CAUCUS
 To enrolled members of the Democratic Party of the Town of: 
Marlborough, Connecticut. Pursuant to the Rules of the Demo-
cratic Party and State election laws, you are hereby notified that 
a caucus will be held on: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.  
at the Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, Marlborough, 
CT to endorse candidates for Marlborough Democratic Town 
Committee (MDTC) and to transact other business as may be 
proper to come before said caucus. Check-In will begin at 6:30 
P.M.   If you have any questions, please email your questions to 
amvrooman@gmail.com . All enrolled members of the Marlbor-
ough Democratic Party of Marlborough are welcome to attend. 
Aileen Vrooman
Secretary 1TB 12/22

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its December 14, 2023 Regular Meeting, the Hebron Con-
servation Commission took the following action:
The Conservation Commission found it to be in the public inter-
est to hold a Public Hearing on the following:
Petition 2023-04:  Roderic A. McCorrison, 5-Lot Subdivision, 
Church Street, Map 12, Lot 18, Zone NC into 3 lots and Zone 
R-1 into 2 lots
The Public Hearing is scheduled for Thursday, January 18, 
2024, at 7:30 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeet-
ing Platform.
The video recording of the Conservation Commission 
Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/3ed13a2710f2e916f3c
eaeb490182b1c1c90551919ef33601e232540beef5e5c
Legal Notice will be published in the Rivereast News Bulletin 
on Friday, December 22, 2023. 1TB 12/22

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM

Students Sought for Lanterns Mentoring Family Resource Center Winter Programs
The AHM Family Resource Center will offer 

the following winter programs for young chil-
dren and families, starting the week of Jan. 9. 
Children attend with a parent or caregiver. For 
more information about any of the programs, 
visit ahmyouth.org/programs-services/family-
resource-center. Register for any of the pro-
grams at ahmyouth.recdesk.com/Community/
Home. Families that are struggling financially 
but still to attend can apply for a program schol-
arship at ahmyouth.org/program-scholarship-
application. For more information, contact 
Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.org or 
Ashlee Parks at ashleep@ahmyouth.org, or call 
the Family Resource Center at 860-228-0871.

Play and Learn Groups: For children ages 
Birth-5 and adults. Will be held at the Gilead 
Hill School Family Resource Center Tuesdays, 
Jan. 9-Feb. 27, from 9-10:15 a.m. The program 
includes crafts, free play with materials in the 
Family Resource Center (trucks, train table, 
play kitchen, puzzles), circle time, snack, and 
information about parenting and child develop-
ment. All enrolled families will be offered a free 
developmental screening for their child. Cost is 
$70/family for the eight-week session.

First Steps in Music Class: For children ages 
Birth-5 and adults. Will be held at the AHM 

building, 25 Pendleton Drive in Hebron, start-
ing Wednesday, Jan. 17. Classes are 9:30-10:15 
a.m. for ages Birth-2 1/2 and 10:30-11:15 a.m. 
for ages 2 1/2 and up. Mallory Kokus will lead 
the program, which features singing, move-
ment, rhythm and instruments. Cost is $125/
family. 

Tumble and Roll: For children ages 1 1/2-5 
and adults. Will be held in the gym at Gilead 
Hill School on Thursdays, starting Feb. 8. Chil-
dren will get a chance to play and practice mo-
tor skills including running, jumping, throw-
ing, and balance skills. There will be a brief 
circle time at the end of the group with motor 
activities such as using parachutes, scarves and 
dancing. Cost for the six-week program is $40/
family.

‘Things that Go’: This is a transportation-
themed group for children ages birth-5 and 
adults, and will be held at Gilead Hill School 
Family Resource Center on Fridays, 9:30-10:45 
a.m., starting Jan. 12. Have fun learning about 
things that move through play, exploration, sen-
sory and art experiences. This group will incor-
porate different kinds of vehicles including cars, 
trucks, and trains. Snack and story time will be 
included. Cost is $53/family for the six-week 
session.

Internet & Phone App 
Safety Discussion

All are invited to AHM Youth and Fam-
ily Services on Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 6-7 p.m., 
and meet Officer James White, who will discuss 
digital trends and identify high-risk behaviors 
associated with some youth. 

AHM welcomes residents of Andover, Hebron, 
Marlborough, Columbia and surrounding towns 
to this discussion. RSVP to Jenn Boehler 860-
228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

AHM Youth and Family Services’ Lanterns 
Mentoring Program is seeking students who 
are interested in having a mentor. 

Mentors and students meet once a week for 
one hour in school or at the AHM Building 
in Hebron. The mentoring pairs eat lunch to-
gether, play games, do crafts, and take walks 
outside. AHM says youth who are matched 
with a mentor demonstrate improved aca-

demic performance, improved peer/family re-
lationships, increased communication skills, 
decreased drug use, and improved school at-
tendance. 

Students in grades K-12 in Hebron, An-
dover or Marlborough schools, including the 
RHAM middle and high schoolsm are eligi-
ble. Contact Laura Beeler at LauraB@ahmy-
outh.org for more details.

AHM Program
Registration Open

AHM Youth and Family Services’ Winter & 
Early Spring program guide is now available, 
and registrations are officially open. Classes are 
open to residents in the towns we serve of An-
dover, Columbia, Hebron & Marlborough. 

View the program guide at ahmyouth.org.

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
Every year, thousands of adults fi nish their high school 

diplomas, but they don’t do it alone. If you’re thinking of 

fi nishing your high school diploma, you have help. Find 

teachers and free adult education classes near you at  

FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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WANTED 
TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home 
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire 
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable 

work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…

Call Cheyenne Baker at 860-801-1114
or email cbaker@colebrookvillage.com

Freelance 
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance writers 
to report on local government, meetings 
and community events in the towns we 
serve - Cromwell, Newington, Rocky Hill 

and Wethersfield.

Must be able to report news clearly and 
meet important weekly deadlines.

Please send cover letter, resume and any 
writing clips or samples to:  

greg@rarereminder.com
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
A LWAY S  B U Y I N G 
OLD TOOLS: old, used, 
an t ique hand tools. 
MACHINIST,  wood-
work ing, en grav ing, and 
work bench hand tools 
and tool chests. Hunt ing 
equip ment and fire arms, 
also of in terest. Fair and 
hon est off ers made. Call 
with con fid ence, Cory 
860-322-4367.
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home 
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire 
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable 

work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…

Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or 
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com
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Attention To Detail is looking 
for drivers to pick up and deliver 

cars to and from car dealers.
Part time position.

If you are interested in this 
position please come to our 
facility in Middletown, CT

to fill out application.

Attention To Detail 
195 Dekoven Drive 

Middletown CT 06457

Drivers  Wanted

HELP WANTED 
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
PART-TIME ACCOUNTING CLERK

Provides clerical and analytical support to the Finance Director, 
including payroll and benefits administration.  Creates and enters 
complex financial information into the Town’s financial and payroll 
programs. The position requires a high degree of independent 
judgment, initiative, accuracy, and confidentiality.
A qualified and interested applicant may be offered the opportunity 
to combine this part-time position with the part-time Tax Clerk 
position.
QUALIFICATIONS: The skills and knowledge required would 
generally be acquired with graduation from high school and three 
or more years of office bookkeeping and/or payroll and benefits 
administration experience, or an Associate’s degree in Business 
Administration, Accounting, or Human Resources with two years 
of bookkeeping or payroll experience, or any equivalent combina-
tion of education and experience.
STARTING WAGE: $22.40 - $24.00/hour depending on experi-
ence and qualifications
Please submit a letter of interest and completed application to the:
Town Clerk
townclerk@marlboroughct.net
26 North Main Street
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT  06447
Open until filled. First review of applications on January 8, 2024.

4TB 12/15, 12/22, 12/29, 1/5

HELP WANTED 
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
PART-TIME TAX CLERK

Provides accounting, clerical, and administrative assistance 
to the Tax Collector in the billing, collecting, and crediting of 
taxes and related billings or charges. A qualified and interested 
applicant may be offered the opportunity to combine this part-
time position with the part-time Accounting Clerk position.
QUALIFICATIONS: The skills and knowledge required would 
generally be acquired with graduation from high school and 
three or more years of office accounting or bookkeeping ex-
perience, or an Associate’s degree in Business Administration 
or Accounting with two years of accounting or bookkeeping 
experience, or any equivalent combination of education and 
experience.
STARTING WAGE: $22.40 - $24.00/hour depending on experi-
ence and qualifications
Please submit a letter of interest and completed application 
to the:
Town Clerk
townclerk@marlboroughct.net
26 North Main Street
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT  06447
Open until filled. First review of applications on January 8, 
2024.

4TB 12/15, 12/22, 12/29, 1/5

L A B O R E R  W I T H 
EXPERIENCE: in com-
mer cial con struc tion for 
a gen eral con tractor in 
the Har tford area. Full-
time po s i tion. Email re-
sume or qual i fic a tions 
to Labor2023@ya hoo. 
com.

M E D I C A L 
R E C E P T I O N I S T 
POSITION: avail able 
in a po di at rist of fice 
in Marl bor ough. Re-
spons ib ili ties in clude 
- Greet pa tients, com-
plete check-in /check-
out tasks in clud ing in-
sur ance veri fic a tion, 
pre-au thor iz a tion, an-
swer phones, sched-
ule ap point ments and 
sur ger ies, in sur ance 
fol low-ups. Qu al i fic a-
tions - Know ledge of 
health care products, 
ex cel lent com mu nic a-
tion, ad min is trat ive and 
com puter skills, ex cel-
lent tele phone etiquette, 
re li able, de pend able, 
or gan ized, high stand-
ard for cus tomer ser vice, 
ICS soft ware a plus. 
Email or fax re sume to 
Brit t.c c27@g mail. com 
or 860-295-9184.

SEEKING A WELL-
ORGANIZED PER-
SON: to manage the 
church office at Gilead 
Congregational Church 
on a part-time basis 
(15-20 hours).  Duties 
include but not limited 
to: creating a weekly 
o n l i n e  n e w s l e t t e r 
and weekly worship 
bul let ins, managing 
the church calendar, 
o rde r i ng  supp l i es , 
managing purchase 
orders, communicating 
church events internally 
and with the broader 
community, compile 
the  annua l  church 
report, among other 
seasonal tasks.  Weekly 
office hour schedule 
nego t i ab le .   Send 
resume, cover letter and 
references to the church 
pastor  a t  860-707-
4340 or PastorBrian@
GileadChurch.net.

WANTED TO BUY:  
loose and bulk change, 
and old ster ling sil ver-
ware for cash. Also pur-
chas ing sil ver coins and 
any item made of ster-
ling sil ver.  Will make 
house calls. Call/text 
Dom 860-836-5013, 
email dm bap prais al@
s b c g lob al.net.

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER

ATTENTION COLCHESTER TAXPAYERS
 
Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester taxpayers that 
Motor Vehicle Supplemental taxes and the second installment of 
Real Estate taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2022 are due 
and payable on January 1, 2024.  The second installment bill for 
Real Estate taxes was mailed in October 2023. No additional bills 
for the second installment for Real Estate taxes will be mailed.   
Taxes not paid in full on or before February 1, 2024 become 
delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of 1 ½% per 
month or 18% annum, from the due date of the tax, as required 
by Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130,145 and 146.  Mail postmarked (US 
Postal Service postmark only) on or before February 1, 2024 will 
be considered as having been paid on time.  Payments dropped 
in the town hall’s drop box after 4:30p.m. on February 1 
,2024, will be considered as having been made on the follow-
ing business day and will be deemed as paid late.
Failure to receive a tax bill does not invalidate the tax or any 
interest charged should the tax become delinquent.  If you did 
not receive a bill and think you should please contact the office 
immediately.   Conn Gen Stat. 12-130
Please make all checks payable to the Tax Collector and mailed 
to: Tax Office, 127 Norwich Avenue Colchester, CT, 06415. If a 
receipt is desired, please send a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope and two copies of the bill. Pay on-line by visiting our website 
www.colchesterct.gov; FEES APPLY.  Hours of collection are 
Monday – Wednesday and Friday 8:30am – 4:30pm; Thursday 
8:30am- 7pm. Questions concerning tax payments should be 
directed to the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Wyatt, C.C.M.C.
Tax Collector 
Town of Colchester 3TB 12/22, 1/12, 1/26

DETENTION BASIN TREE CLEARING
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Bids for the Detention Tree Basin Clearing will be 
received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town Clerk’s 
Office until 10:00 AM local time on Thursday, January 
10, 2024. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read 
aloud at this time. The Project consists of clearing all trees 
from 4 Detention Basins.
Bids shall be in a lump sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents 
on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and 
may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building 
Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or 
e-mail Building@marlboroughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a com-
pleted pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the 
Issuing Office. PDF copies are available upon request after the 
receipt of the non-refundable fee.
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the 
Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt 
of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents 
will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor 
Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding 
Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources 
other than the Issuing Office.
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
December 28, 2023, at the Department of Public Works, 
66 South Main Street, Marlborough, CT. Attendance at the 
prebid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide Performance 
in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on 
all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in 
the Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement 
for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative 
action to ensure equal opportunity employment as noted in the 
Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17.
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being 
accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] 
days, Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after 
the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in 
the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and 
conditions described in the specifications; to reject any, any 
part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the 
bidding process; and to accept that bid which the Town deems 
to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar 
proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed 
project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local 
laws, ordinances, and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with 
the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an 
Agreement and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full 
policies, a performance bond, and to the Town prior to the start 
of any work.
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received 
all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding in the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and 
specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids 
and does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, 
withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in 
the best interest of the Town to do so.
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut
By: David R. Porter, Town Manager
Date: December 12, 2023

2TB 12/15, 12/22

Marlborough Republican Town
Committee Caucus

Notice is hereby given that the Marlborough Republican 
Town Committee will hold a Caucus on Wednesday January, 
10th 2024 at 7:00 PM at Fire House #2, 200 West Rd. Marl-
borough Connecticut. The purpose of the Caucus is to elect 
members of the Marlborough Republican Town Committee 
and to transact such business as may properly come before 
the Caucus.
All enrolled members of the Republican Party of Marlborough 
are welcomed to attend the Caucus. For further information 
contact Marlborough RTC Chairperson Patrick Pabouet at
860 209 1776 or Marlborough RTC Secretary Barbara Murray 
at 860 543 2050

1TB 12/22

Portland Republican Caucus

Notice is hereby given that there will be a caucus of all en-
rolled Republican electors of the town of Portland on Wednes-
day, January 10, 2024, at 6:30 PM at 7 Waverly Avenue, 
Portland, to endorse candidates for the Portland Republican 
Town Committee.  All enrolled members of the Republican 
Party of Portland are welcome to attend the caucus.
Timothy Lavoy
Chair, Portland RTC

1TB 12/22

TOWN OF PORTLAND
Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of 
Portland that the second installment of real estate and personal 
property taxes on the October 1, 2022 Grand List and the 
Supplemental motor vehicle taxes are due and payable on 
January 1, 2024..   
Taxes not paid in full on or before Monday, February 1, 2024 
become delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of one 
and one half (1 ½) per cent per month from due date (3%, if 
paid in February). Minimum interest charge is $2.00.
Quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and payable 
January 17, 2024. Payment not made in full on or before Febru-
ary 17, 2024 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from 
due date.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax. Please 
contact the Collector of Revenue if you do not have a bill. Tax 
information is available on the Town of Portland website www.
portlandct.org .
Online tax payments are accepted by visiting our website www.
portlandct.org and are subject to convenience fees.
Payments are accepted at the Collector of Revenue’s office, 33 
East Main Street, Portland, CT or by mail: Town of Portland Col-
lector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071.  We 
do have a drop box for after hour payments by the back door.
Office hours are as follows:
Monday, December 25, 2023: CLOSED
Monday, January 1, 2024: CLOSED New Year’s Eve
Monday, January 15, 2024 CLOSED Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue 3TB 12/22, 1/12, 1/26

INVITATION TO BID
RHAM HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETIC FIELDS IMPROVEMENTS
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

DECEMBER 22, 2023
BID #2023-4

Regional School District 8 (“Reg. 8”) Board of Education is 
seeking competitive bids for construction services related to the 
Improvements to the 316 North Field and the Competition 
Field, located at RHAM High School/Middle School Campus 
in Hebron, CT. The scope of work for this project generally in-
cludes surveying, general earthwork, erosion control, site prepa-
ration, drainage improvements, and establishment of lawn, as 
more fully described herein and in the plans and specifications.
This Invitation to Bid, Instructions to Bidders, and other 
Bidding Documents (as defined in the Instructions to Bid-
ders) are available for viewing and downloading on Reg. 8’s 
website https://reg8.ss19.sharpschool.com/departments/busi-
ness_office/r_f_p__bids and the Rivereast Newspaper. The 
plans and specifications for “RHAM HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
FIELDS IMPROVEMENTS,” will be available to bidders through 
Advanced Reprographics from https://advancedrepro.net on 
December 22, 2023.
Sealed Bids for “RHAM HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELDS 
IMPROVEMENTS” may be mailed or delivered in person to Eva 
Gallupe, Business Manager, in the Central Office for Reg. 8 at 
85 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248 until 2:30 pm on February 
14, 2024. All bids will be publicly opened and will be read 
aloud. Bid Results will also be posted on the online plan service 
website for review within 24 hours of the due date. Emailed or 
faxed Bids will not be accepted. To obtain or review Bids refer to 
the bidding instructions.
Reg. 8 reserves the right to reject any or all Bids, in whole 
or in part. Any or all Bids may be rejected if there is any 
reason to believe that collusion exists among the bidders. 
Individual Bids may be rejected for irregularities of any 
kind, including without limitations, alteration of form, addi-
tions not called for, conditional Bids, incomplete Bids, and 
unexplained erasures. Reg. 8 retains the right to waive any 
formality or procedural irregularities in the Bids received. 
Nothing should be constructed to limit in any way the right 
of Reg. 8 to reject any and all Bids, should Reg. 8 deem it 
to be in its best interest. No bidder may withdraw his Bid 
within sixty (60) days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof.
Any questions regarding the proposed work should be ad-
dressed, in writing, by e-mail to Michael Schlehofer, Director of 
Facilities at michael.schlehofer@rhamschools.org. Questions 
will not be considered past 2:00 pm on January 17, 2024, and 
responses will be posted via addendum no later than 2:00 pm 
on January 24, 2024. There will be a pre-bid meeting at 10:00 
am on January 10, 2024, at RHAM High School 85 Wall Street, 
Hebron, CT 06248 Asst. Principals’ conference room.

Eva Gallupe
Business Manager

Regional School District 8
85 Wall Street Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 228-2115
eva.gallupe@rhamschools.org

1TB 12/22

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, January 
4, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 
265 Main Street, Portland, CT.  
Application #23-06: 6 Strickland Street. Proposed 4 lot subdivi-
sion. Application and property of Strickland Street LLC. Map 
49, Lot 25. Zone R-25.
Dated at Portland, CT this 20th day of December 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 12/22, 12/29
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

LEAF SEASON IS HERE!
Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

Scheduling Fall Cleanups Now

R
E1

1-
11

-2
2

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
1-

26
-2

1

CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential — COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups & Snow Removal  

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-29-23

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3

-2
0-

20

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

FALL IS HERE!
Fall Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

RENTALS

REAL ESTATELEGALS

TREE & LAND

FOR SALE

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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Discounted Fall Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

R
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care

R
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23On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Climber / Bucket Truck

Reasonable Rates – Free Written Estimates

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
E6
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LAWNS-N-STUFF

Marlborough, CT
Call 860-295-9692

Fully Insured R
E3

-1
3-

20

GUTTer 
CLeANiNG

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE12-22-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

One small positive thought in 
the morning can change the 
entire outcome of your day!

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1000-
1400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

OAKWOOD DRIVE 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
Ware house space, 2550 
ex pand able to 3400 
sqft avail able. Space 
in cludes 14.5’ gar age 
door and ceil ings. Priv-
ate bath room in cluded. 
Lim ited park ing. Con-
tact Ge orge Cave don at 
860-633-3353 for more 
in form a tion.

BUILDING LOT FOR 
SALE : Owner fin an-
cing avail able. 860-604-
4601.

Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given that there will be a caucus of all enrolled 
Republican electors of the Town of Colchester on Tuesday, 
January 16, 2024, at Colchester Town Hall, Room 1 (127 
Norwich Ave, Colchester) at 7:30PM to endorse candidates for 
the Republican Town Committee.

1TB 12/22

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

ATTENTION ALL TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of East 
Hampton that the taxes for the second installment of real 
estate, personal property, and supplemental motor vehicles 
levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2022 are due and 
payable on January 1, 2024. The last day on which to pay 
without penalty is February 1, 2024. Real estate and personal 
property taxes are based on a mill rate of 36.06 mills which 
equates to $36.06 in taxes per $1,000 of net assessed value. 
Supplemental motor vehicle tax is based on the state capped 
mill rate of 32.46 mills. 
Taxpayers will receive an additional bill for the second install-
ment of real estate and personal property taxes with the 
permanent mill rate of 36.06 mills. All bill types were mailed 
on December 1, 2023. It is likely the permanent mill rate will 
differ from the temporary mill rate resulting in the second 
installment being different than the first. 
Late payments will be subject to interest penalty at the rate 
of 1 ½% per month or a fraction thereof, 18 % per annum, 
from the due date of the tax, as required by Conn. Gen. Stat. 
12-130, 145 and 146.  Payments legibly postmarked by the 
USPS on or before February 1, 2024 are considered on 
time regardless of when they are received by the Tax Office. 
Payments received February 2, 2024 or later, and payments 
received without postmark are considered past due. The 
minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill. A returned 
check fee is $20.  
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due. Failure to receive a tax bill does not 
exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes and interest 
charges should the tax become delinquent.  
Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton. 
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Com-
munity Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. Pay online by visiting 
www.easthamptonct.gov  Hours of collection are: Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 
am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.
Respectfully,
Kristy L. Merrifield, CCMC
Collector of Revenue 3TB 12/22, 1/5, 1/26
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3

-1
8-

22

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com

R
E1

2-
18

-2
0

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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3-
5-

20

  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

C
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

$$$ CASH $$$
for SCRAP

FREE DUMPSTERS
for contractors & businesses

Ostrinsky Scrap
731 Parker St., Manchester, CT

860-643-5879

C
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

C
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:R
E1
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Freshen Up for the New Year!

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Your Ad

Should Be here!
Call us at: 860-633-4691

GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT

3-
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License #HIC 0656593
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Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
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D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser-
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
paint ing, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris re moval, 
back hoe, dump truck, 
sep tic. Fully li censed 
and in sured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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COLUMBIA 

GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171

R
E1

0-
21

-2
2

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

R
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

HOME IMPROVEMENT

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

SERVICES

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Hot Water & Ductless Splits
Energy Efficient Heat Pumps • Air Conditioning

With winter coming, call us
for all your HOME HEATING needs!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

C
IT

11
-2

-2
3860.949.5711
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chim neys can burn! 
Hav ing your chim ney 
cleaned yearly en sures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
pro fes sional clean ing. 
Fully in sured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n  i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flash ing, fur-
nace liners and more. 
No non sense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual ex per i ence as the 
owner of Gla ston bury’s 
local chim ney ser vice. 
Wil liam Al len 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
ap point ments avail able. 
Clean outs, base ments, 
gar ages. Even junk in 
the back yard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Cus tom stain ing and 
fin ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

GUTTERS CLEANED: 
LOCAL, RELIABLE, 
RESPONSIBLE and 
PROMPT. Free es tim-
ates. Best rates. Call 
Tho mas 860-267-7515.

HEDGE TRIMMING/ 
SHRUB PRUNING : 
Odd jobs, dump runs. 
No job too small. Fully 
in sured. K.F.P. Ser vices. 
Call Kevin 860-342-
0414 or 860-989-6858.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : lean ing or bul-
ging? But your ma ter ial 
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your 
walk way not level or col-
lect ing wa ter? But ma-
ter ial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
ma ter ial and save $$$! 
Don dero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

MY PURPOSE IN LIFE 
IS HELPING OTHERS: 
I  am a phe nom enal 
cook. Bak ing is a hobby 
of mine. Or gan izer, laun-
dry, er rands, walk the 
dog, drive to act ivities/
ap point ments, even do 
offi ce work. I live in Gla-
ston bury. Call Caro lyn 
860-328-5256.
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Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

12
07

23

Special Savings available on a New 
Mitsubishi Electric Heating and Cooling 
System” Call to schedule a Free In-Home 
Consultation or visit our Showroom in 
Portland CT for more info.

•	 Heating
•	 Cooling
•	 Furnace & Air 

Conditioning 
Installation

•	 Repair & 
Maintenance

Happy Holidays!
                             from

Keep your home warm & cozy 
this holiday season!

Call Now! 860-666-4200
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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FOR SALECLEANING SERVICES
TAG SALES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

P O P - U P  I N D O O R 
V INTAGE, KN ICK-
KNACK SHOW: Dec 
22nd, 1pm-5pm & Dec 
30th 9am-1pm. Knick-
kn acks, jew elry, sale 
i tems. Cash only! 7 
South Main Street, Marl-
bor ough. See signs for 
park ing.

SECOND BLESSINGS 
THRIFT SHOP: Marl-
bor ough Con greg a-
tional Church. 35 S. 
Main Street. Everything 
Christ mas 50% off. Dec 
22nd, 12p-3p & Dec 
23rd, 10a-1p.

B U Y I N G  A N D 
S E L L I N G  S T I H L 
AND HUSQVARNA 
CHAINSAWS: Tired of 
pay ing ri dicu lous dealer 
prices? I o ffer on-site 
small en gine re pair and 
shop re pairs at my HQ 
in Col chester. Call right 
away, 860-810-8879. 
Ask for Mike.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art pro jects , wrap ping 
and pack ing, table cov-
er ings for pub lic din ners, 
etc. THE GLA STON-
BURY CIT IZEN . 87 
Nut meg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: $260/CORD. 
Call Gar rett 860-692-
8876.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
l ivered loc ally $270/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

P L A N  A H E A D  
F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE :  Cal l  Reg gie 
860-657-8052 or Ray 
860-952-4741. $270 a 
cord, $170 for half. Make 
your re ser va tion, to be 
de livered now or later.

HITCH COCK HAR-
VEST DIN ING ROOM 
SET: Solid Cherry. 5ft 
Table, 7ft with 2, 12in 
leaves in ser ted. Gold 
stenci led Hitch cock 
mark ers. Lad der-back 
chairs with rush seats, 2 
Cap tain and 4 side. Ex-
cel lent con di tion. $1500 
or BO. Call/ text & leave 
a mes sage. 860-966-
4318.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your car pets deep 
dry cleaned. Elim in ate 
prob lems as so ci ated 
with wa ter (mold, mil-
dew). Best method avail-
able for re moval of pet 
stains, etc. Re moves 
al ler gens. Im me di ate 
use. Uphol stery clean-
ing. Com pletely safe. 
Ex per i  enced, ref  er-
ences, in sured. Wil liam 
Agostinell i 860-704-
8486 calls only.

CLEANING LADY: An-
imal lov er. Tra di tional 
work eth ic. De tail ori-
ented. Flex ible. Great 
ref er ences. Call Carol 
at 860-228-0012.

EUROPEAN SUPER 
CLEANING: Re spons-
ible Pol ish wo man seek-
ing clean ing work. For 
more in form a tion call 
Halina at 860-305-8131.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Polish/English speaking 
woman can clean your 
house with care. 3rd 
c l e a n i n g  3 0 %  o f f . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Insured and bonded. 
Call 860-268-2301.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of ex per i ence, 
I off er re li able ser vice. 
reas on able rates and I 
do an amaz ing job. Re-
fer ences upon re quest. 
Please call or text for 
free es tim ates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

860-530-1781
www.llinasdefense.com

The Roads 
Get Rougher 
During the 

Holidays 
with Drunk 
& Impaired 

Driving

RE12-22-23


