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Marlborough Native
Headed for Space

 Don’t Forget the Flowers!... Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14. Colchester Florist can help 
you pick out the perfect arrangement for that special someone. Visit Ernie (the cat) 
and the experienced florists at 215 Lebanon Ave. in Colchester, or check out www.
colchesterflowers.net, for that purrrfect gift.

By Jack Lakowsky
This year, one of Marlborough’s own heads 

to that staggering, daunting frontier where there 
is no warmth, sound, air, or light: outer space. 

Like anyone, Brendan Hall feels some nerves 
about flying to the inhospitable. More than any-
thing though, he feels lucky. Hall, a filmmaker, 
has been selected from among countless others 
to document the adventure and the crew of up-
coming spaceflight project dearMoon, run by 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX. Hall is one of eight crew 
members chosen from a worldwide search. 

It will be the first all-civilian lunar mission 
ever. A hard date has yet to be set, but it’s slated 
for later this year. The crew will fly a week-long 
journey to the moon and back. 

“I’m really motivated to work the hardest I 
can,” Hall told the Rivereast last week. “This 
is a chance to make something meaningful. I 
could talk about this all day; it’s so surreal. This 
is the start of a new era of civilian spaceflight.”

Hall is a Marlborough native, a filmmaker 
early in his career, and a lifelong avid lover 
of the night sky, quite a starry sight in a small, 
low-light town like Marlborough. His stargaz-
ing is more meaningful than just appreciating 
the pretty lights. 

“I’ve always felt this incredible wonder under 
the night sky, going out alone when I’d visit my 
grandma, taking these long walks alone, tak-
ing photos, feeling this really deep connected-
ness, a feeling of being home. It was a profound 
force. For whatever reason it’s part of my soul.”

He said “going up there wasn’t something 
I’d thought would happen; it felt so farfetched. 
I can’t imagine a cooler opportunity or more in-
credible way to push the comfort zone.”

Hall hadn’t planned on flying with dear-

Moon. He saw the app and, on impulse, applied. 
Then, to his surprise and joy, he got a re-

sponse. 
“At this point I was still in unreality,” said 

Hall, who overnight went from anonymity to 
appearances on the Today Show. “My girlfriend 
walked out, and we got wide-eyed.”

After interviewing, Hall was vindicated, say-
ing afterwards, he felt he truly was a good can-
didate, that he had something to offer the mo-
mentous flight.   

Hall’s job is to document the crew, and him-
self, before, during, and after the journey. 

“I’ve met most of the crew, they’re amazing 
people, each from a different walk of life,” he 
said. 

The team’s leader is Yusaka Maezawa, a 
47-year-old Japanese billionaire and the first 
ever to pay to tour space for a previous flight, as 
well as American DJ and musician Steve Aoki, 
a Grammy nominee, and a K-Pop star. 

Hall has other American crewmates, and also 
includes a Czech/Nigerian entrepreneur, and 
people from Ireland, England and India, all of 
whom believe their work can impact people 
positively. 

“I love the moon,” Maezawa told ABC 
News in 2018. “I like to do the things that never 
have been done before. So I want the challenge 
to go to the moon.”

“This whole thing is greater than the sum of 
its parts,” Hall said. 

Hall is soon to start training his body for 
the intense rigors of space travel, which takes 
an immense physical toll. Mentally, he’s been 
training for two years, first learning of his selec-

Racist Message Found at RHAM
By Michael Sinkewicz

A racially charged messaged was discovered 
at RHAM High School last week – less than 
three months after a noose was found hanging 
in the boys’ locker room at the school.

Superintendent of Schools Colin McNamara 
notified the community on Feb. 3 that a student 
reported that they had seen a racially motivated 
message written on the back of a bathroom stall 
door. 

The administration immediately reported the 
incident to both the local and state police.

McNamara didn’t specify what the racially 
charged inscription included, but wrote in his 
letter that the “writing was very difficult to read 
due to the thin and light script, and it appears the 
message may not have been written recently.”

“Based on the information we have at this 
time, it will be a significant challenge to iden-
tify a specific time frame the message was writ-

ten, therefore making it equally challenging to 
identify the individual(s) responsible,” he stat-
ed. “However, it is my sincere hope that we do, 
and if/when we do, we will take all appropriate 
steps, including student discipline, to prevent 
any recurrence of such hateful and inappropri-
ate conduct.”

The uncovered message represents the sec-
ond racially charged incident made public at 
RHAM in recent months.

In November, a 17-year-old boy was arrested 
and charged in connection with a noose found 
at RHAM High School, according to Connecti-
cut State Police. He was charged with placing a 
noose on property and second-degree breach of 
peace following a police investigation.

That incident sparked community outrage 
and calls from civil rights organizations for 
local, state and federal inquires, as well as up-

graded hate crime charges.
Now, the district faces a second incident that 

will likely fuel the community’s concerns.
“I want to be sure that my position on this 

matter is clearly stated – RHAM is not a place 
where this type of behavior or ideology is tol-
erated,” McNamara continued in his statement. 
“As the Superintendent, it angers and disap-
points me that our school district will be sub-
jected to criticism and negative attention due to 
the ignorant actions of one individual that do 
not represent who we are as a school commu-
nity.”

He added that as he’s previously stated, 
“RHAM is committed to creating and maintain-
ing an educational environment that is physi-
cally, emotionally, and intellectually safe and 
free from any harassment and discrimination.”

Mark Toledo
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

860-301-2339

RE2-10-23

Look up my Zillow 
reviews and find out 

firsthand what my 
clients say about me.

Search online:
“Mark Toledo
Realtor Zillow 

Reviews”





Over 37 Years of Experience Working for You
View All Listings on MarkToledo.com
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Full Menu
Available

860-652-8889
363 New London Turnpike

Glastonbury, CT 06033
Online Ordering Available:

sliceworksct.com

Treat your 
valentine to a slice 

or two of one of our 
specialty pizzas!!
♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ Buffalo Chicken Pizza

NOW 
OPEN!

C
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2-
9-
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We Deliver!

Take 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST on all purchases $499+ SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30-5:30 • Sunday: By Appt.

www.SmarterAppliance.com
860-531-2363

199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT
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SHOP LOCAL: SAME PRICES, BETTER SERVICENow hiring part-time Sales Associates: please email resume to team@smarterappliance.com

Sale Runs
February 9

thru
March 1, 2023

Over 20 Over 20 
Mattresses Mattresses 

To Try!To Try!

TheThe
EnchantedEnchanted

VinesVines

226 WESTCHESTER ROAD
COLCHESTER, CT 06415

(860) 467-3298
joannas@theenchantedvines.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/TheEnchantedVines1 

Our arrangements are selected from
the most beautiful blossoms guaranteed

to leave your sweetheart speechless.
Your Valentine deserves the best and we have

a wide variety of gifts and decor to make
this February 14th unforgettable.

Shop will be open 2/13 & 2/14
in addition to our regular hours.
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The Enchanted Vines specializes in fresh floral bouquets and 
custom gift baskets that will make this Valentine’s Day perfect! 

Make your love bloom!

Regular Hours: Wed & Thur 10am-5pm;
Fri 10am-6:30pm; Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 10am-4pm
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SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Looking to partner with realtors
and management companies to help

with your projects. Call us today!

C
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K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off rt 2

860-603-2368 R
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Mechanic
Help

Wanted

Social Media Presentation for Parents/Caregivers
AHM Youth & Family Services, in partner-

ship with Welcome 2 Reality, will host a pre-
sentation Tuesday, Feb. 28, for parents and 
caregivers who have children, tweens and teens 
who use phones and are on social media.

The presentation, entitled “Support for Par-
ents and Caregivers,” will feature strategies on: 
how to monitor technology use at home; giv-
ing structure and support with clear boundaries; 
giving access or freedom in increments. Parent 
concerns will be addressed on topics such as 

internet addiction, addictive technology (cell 
phone, fear of missing out – a.k.a. F.O.M.O.), 
video-gaming and overstimulation.

The presentation will be from 7-8 p.m. via 
Zoom. There is no cost to attend but space is 
limited to 40 registrations. To register, email 
AHM Prevention Coordinator Jenn Boehler at 
jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.  

For additional information, visit ahmyouth.
org/chec-coalition-committee.

AHM Receives $3,800 Grant
AHM Youth & Family Services recently re-

ceived a $3,800 grant from Wireless Zone, to 
support the Lanterns Mentoring Program. This 
program brings children together with positive 
adult role models in a school setting. 

Ryan Herrick, Wireless Zone executive fran-
chise director of sales and operations, served as 
the sponsor of the grant, by providing Wireless 
Zone with information about the regional char-
ity. 

Lanterns Mentoring Program coordinator 
Laura Beeler talked about the significance of 

the program.
“So many young people feel isolated and 

are struggling with their emotional health,” she 
said. “Having a caring, supportive adult to talk 
to can help ease a child’s difficulties and give 
them a person to look forward to seeing each 
week. Mentors often report they get as much 
joy out of the experience as the child.”

For more information about AHM programs 
for children, teens, young adults, families, and 
seniors, visit www.ahmyouth.org.

 AHM Youth & Family Services recently received a $3,800 grant from Wireless Zone, 
to support the Lanterns Mentoring Program. Pictured are Ryan Herrick of Wireless 
Zone (left) and Lanterns coordinator Laura Beeler.

‘Dinner and Laughs’ Sponsorships Available
The RHAM Boys’ Basketball team will host 

the second annual “Dinner and Laughs” Com-
edy Night, produced by Franco’s Comedy for 
Your Cause, on Saturday, April 1, at Blackledge 
Country Club in Hebron.

Organizers are seeking sponsorships for this 
event to help offset the cost of this event, in-
cluding the cost of the comedians and food, so 
that all funds raised through ticket sales can 
be donated to help the RHAM boys basketball 
team. This fundraiser will help support the team 
in ways that are not covered by the school bud-
get. Being a sponsor of this event will help you 
or your business get some publicity and a tax 

write-off. 
There are two levels of sponsorships that each 

feature different recognition packages: a $100 
“Slam Dunk” Sponsorship or a $50 “Buzzer 
Beater” Sponsorship.

Contact Allison Heneghan at jfawhen@com-
cast.net or Donna Fraleigh at fraleighdonna3@
gmail.com to learn more about sponsorship op-
portunities.

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM

Paint Night Fundraiser
for Project Graduation
AHM Youth & Family Services will host a 

Paint Night Fundraiser to benefit the RHAM 
High School Class of 2023 Project Graduation 
on Friday, Feb. 24, from 6:30-8 p.m., at the 
AHM building at 25 Pendleton Drive in He-
bron. 

This guided art class will be led by Amy Or-
donez, owner of Studio 13 in East Hampton. At-
tendees will paint a soothing beach sunset with 
palm tree silhouettes. Cost is $40 per person, 
with snacks available to purchase. Ages 11 and 
up are welcome. 

To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/
Community/Home. To learn more about AHM 
Project Graduation, visit ahmyouth.org/fund-
raisers-events/project-graduation. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler, 
AHM Project Graduation coordinator, at jen-
niferb@ahmyouth.org.

Youth Lacrosse 
Registration

RHAM Youth Lacrosse spring registra-
tion. There are programs for both boys and 
girls in grades K-8, who reside in Hebron, 
Marlborough, Andover, East Hampton, 
Columbia, Bolton and other local towns 
that do not offer a youth lacrosse program. 

Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com for 
more information and to sign up. Email 
any questions to ascibek@gmail.com. 
Registration deadline for the spring season 
is Saturday, Feb. 11.
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62 West High St., East Hampton • 860-267-1106
“It’s Worth the Drive from Anywhere”

ORDER ONLINE: www.rossiniseasthampton.com

Call Ahead to Pre-Order:

860-267-1106

Big Game
Specials!!!

Sunday, Feb. 12th

Combo #1 – $42 1 Large 
Pepperoni Pizza & 24 Wings

Combo #2 – $52 1 Large 
Cheese Pizza, 1 Medium 
Pepperoni Pizza & 24 Wings

Combo #3 – $62 1 Large 
Cheese Pizza, 1 Medium 
Pepperoni Pizza & 36 Wings

24 Wings – $22
36 Wings – $32

48 Wings – $42
60 Wings – $52

Combo #4 – $72 2 Large 
Cheese Pizzas, 1 Medium 
Pepperoni Pizza & 36 Wings

Combo #5 – $92 2 Large 
Pepperoni Pizzas, 1 Large 
Cheese Pizza & 48 Wings

Combo #6 – $102 2 Large 
Cheese Pizzas, 2 Medium 
Pepperoni Pizzas & 60 Wings

Wings
Hot, Mild, BBQ 

or Bourbon

Pizza & Wings Combo Deals

Make Your
Reservations

for 
Valentine’s Day!  
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Lunch – happy hour 
Dinner SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge
Drink SpeciaLS

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester
860-531-9160 • www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Thurs. Fri. & Sat.

— LIVE ENTERTAINMENT —
Friday 2/10: “Barstool Diplomats”

Party with us for

THE BIG GAME!
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH 5:00pm

$12 Domestic 
Beer Pitchers

$20 
Buffet

TVs Upstairs & DownstairsTVs Upstairs & Downstairs

Drink Drink 
SpecialsSpecials

Wing Wing 
SpecialsSpecials
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More Half-Baked Beliefs
To the Editor:

Another week, another inventory of half-
baked beliefs from MAGA numbskulls. This 
time from Colin McNamara, who deviated from 
his usual hysterics about government schools, 
vaccination plots, international banking collu-
sions, and new world order conspiracies. Last 
week Colin amused readers with his assessment 
that Connecticut’s way of life is sliding into 
the abyss. Supposedly as a result of bills pro-
posed by Democratic legislators. His litany of 
progressive atrocities includes everything from 
reducing the voting age, expanding abortion 
access, to forbidding gas stoves, and curtailing 
hunting. 

Of course, the reality is quite different. For 

instance, the bill to lower the voting age to 16 
was supported by Republicans. Unfortunately, 
his abortion claims were equally inaccurate. 
There was an amendment proposed to protect 
the right to an abortion – not expand it. Howev-
er, there is another resolution to allow increased 
access to birth control; this was sponsored by 
a Republican. There was also legislation to al-
low emergency contraception to be dispensed 
via medical vending machines which was sup-
ported by both Democrats and Republicans. 

Mr. McNamara’s claim that the legislature is 
attempting to curtail hunting is also false. The 
truth is the majority of bills introduced actu-
ally expand hunting privileges in the state, not 
curtail them. His nonsensical fear regarding gas 
stoves is part of a larger bill that includes solar 

 Happy Birthday, Mary… Andover Seniors Young At Heart celebrated February 
birthdays with cake and ice cream at the meeting Feb. 1. Pictured is Mary Duval. 
Photo by Sue Schmidt.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 7

Bulletin Board
I recently came across a selection of excerpts from an actual 1950s Home Economics text-

book intended to help high school girls prepare for married life.
I don’t know who put this guide together, but it had to be a guy, possibly a Taliban guy, or at 

least the ‘50s equivalent. The book advises newly married or soon-to-be American brides on 
a variety of tactics—most of them personally demeaning—to ensure that at least one party to 
the partnership (guess who) remains content. I offer you a few samples of the official 1950s 
roadway to marital bliss, accompanied by some editorial “realty check” commentary.

“1. Have dinner ready: Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a delicious meal—on time. 
This is a way of letting him know that you have been thinking about him, and are concerned 
about his needs. Most men are hungry when they come home and the prospects of a good meal 
are part of the warm welcome needed.”

[As opposed to a “hot welcome,” where you screech, “Where the hell have you been! Din-
ner’s been ready for an hour and a half! Is that liquor on your breath!”]

“2. Prepare yourself: Take 15 minutes to rest so you will be refreshed when he arrives. Touch 
up your make-up, put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh looking. He has just been with a lot of 
work-weary people. Be a little gay and a little more interesting. His boring day may need a lift.”

[For a special lift, try chasing your hubby around the house with a steak knife, shouting, 
‘Boring?! Boring?! You think your day was boring?! Try picking up after three kids all day! 
Try washing your own damn underwear! Do you think you could possibly pick up a damn sock 
for once in your life?!”]

“3. Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through the main part of the house just before 
your husband arrives, gathering up school books, toys, paper, etc. Then run a dust cloth over 
the tables. Your husband will feel he has reached a haven of rest and order, and it will give you 
a lift too.”

[Throw that empty rum bottle over the fence into your neighbor’s yard. Take a breath mint. 
Put some clothes on, so he won’t know you’ve been lounging around in your pajamas all day.]

“4. Prepare the children: Take a few minutes to wash the children’s hands and faces if they 
are small, comb their hair, and if necessary, change their clothes. They are little treasures and 
he would like to see them playing the part.”

[Let the kids out of the closet. Throw their dirty diapers in the dumpster behind the liquor 
store. Tell the little treasures that, if they mouth off to Daddy, you’ll feed them to the Bogey 
Man.]

“5. Minimize the noise: At the time of his arrival, eliminate all noise of washer, dryer, dish-
washer, or vacuum. Try to encourage the children to be quiet. Be happy to see him. Greet him 
with a warm smile.”

[You don’t want to alarm the neighbors with loud noises such as gunshots that might give 
police an exact time of death. The warm smile will distract him from the baseball bat you are 
holding behind your back.]

“6. Some DON’TS: Don’t greet him with problems or complaints. Don’t complain if he’s 
late for dinner. Count this as minor compared with what he might have gone through that day.”

[When he asks where his dinner is, tell him (nicely) that you’re not running a restaurant; the 
rest of you ate an hour ago and if he’s hungry he can either fish the leftovers out of the garbage 
or help himself to the year-old turkey TV dinner (his favorite) in the freezer.]

“7. Make him comfortable: Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or suggest he lie down 
in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him. Arrange his pillow and offer to take 
off his shoes. Speak in a low, soft, soothing and pleasant voice. Allow him to relax and unwind.”

[If using a commercial rat poison, you will want to make a drink that has sufficient flavor to 
mask the bitter taste. If he begins to thrash around, arrange the pillow firmly over his face and 
press down.]

“8. Listen to him: You may have a dozen things to tell him, but the moment of his arrival is 
not the time. Let him talk first.”

[You don’t have to actually listen. If the coroner asks you what his last words were, just make 
something up,  but make it believable, like, “He said, ‘What’s for dinner … arrrggghhh.’”]

“9. Make the evening his: Never complain if he does not take you out to dinner or to other 
places of entertainment; instead try to understand his world of strain and pressure and his need 
to be home and relax.”

[Be patient. Pretend you really care. Remember, as the Widow Smith, you’ll be using his 
credit card to go out on the town soon enough.]

Jim Hallas

First off, a warm welcome to the new social 
worker for the Russell Mercier Senior Center 
in Hebron.

Michele Boutin recently started at the He-
bron senior center. She is a graduate of the 
University of Saint Joseph in West Hartford, 
and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in 
social work at the university.

According to senior center program coor-
dinator Mandy Roczniak, “Michele is pas-
sionate about helping people locate services 
that can help make life easier.” Mandy invited 
everyone in town to come by and say hello to 
the new social worker.

Welcome to Hebron, Michele. I hope you 
enjoy your time in that beautiful, friendly 
town.

* * *
Are you a budding entrepreneur in East 

Hampton or Portland? Well, this may be right 
up your alley then.

The Middlesex County Chamber of Com-
merce in 2018 launched The MEWS+, a 
workspace for entrepreneurs and startups. 
And starting later this month, The MEWS+ 
will host Middlesex StartUp Nights – with the 
first evening pitch event taking place Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, from 6-8 p.m., at Sicily Coal 
Fired Pizza in Middletown.

The event will provide Middlesex County-
based early-stage entrepreneurs and startups 

with the opportunity to pitch their business 
ideas and share their backgrounds, markets, 
products, and business challenges. Following 
the pitches, the startups will get a change to 
meet with audience members – fellow entre-
preneurs, business mentors and community 
members – in a small group setting to ask 
questions, receive feedback, and make con-
nections.

The Middlesex County Chamber of Com-
merce stressed this event “can help validate 
ideas, refine products and services, improve 
presentation skills, and make introductions to 
the local entrepreneurial ecosystem.”

Applications to pitch at the inaugural event 
are open until Feb. 17 for Middlesex County-
based entrepreneurs, startup founders, and 
new business owners. Applications can be 
found online at themewsplus.com/startup-
night-application.

Not an entrepreneur but want to check out 
the pitches? You can register to attend the 
event at themewsplus.com/etn/middlesex-
startup-night.

There is no fee to attend or pitch at the 
StartUp Nights.

* * *
Speaking of the Middlesex County Cham-

ber of Commerce: Have you ever wanted to 
meet Geno Auriemma? Now may be your 
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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BBQ Brunch
This Saturday 11am-2pm

Our regular menu will be 
available as well!

Dismay Over Development
To the Editor:

A few weeks ago I noticed while reading the 
Rivereast, an ad in the real estate section for 
155+ acres of land in Portland on Glastonbury 
Turnpike/Route 17 for sale. The photo showed 
the land intact, with the Connecticut River in 
the background.

When I checked further online, much to my 
dismay, I saw the land had already been clear-
cut, including a 50+ acre sand and gravel pit! 
Also advertised was a chance for “extensive 
development.”

This was a shock to me, especially when I 
realized the entrance was directly across from 
Isinglass Hill Rd. I was saddened to think that 
Portland would ever agree to “extensive devel-
opment” on such a vast scale, with land in such 
a sensitive area. We in Portland should never 
take the land, nature or wildlife for granted. 
Portland is situated on a bird migratory path and 
we should be preserving such land around the 
river instead of extensively developing it. 

I’m thankful for the Middlesex Land Trust 
for working hard to preserve land and prevent-
ing it from development. It’s clear this amount 
of land was too much to purchase.

I am disappointed in the town of Portland, 
that they did not regulate this, offer to buy a 
parcel, or at least save a portion of it. 

Twenty-three years ago, my husband and I 
moved to Portland for its nature, quiet, wildlife, 
and rural feel...not a suburban one.

Katherine Spada Basto – Portland

Thank You, Polish Club
To the Editor:

The members of the Colchester Veterans 
Honor Guard wish to express their thanks 
and appreciation for the generous donation of 
$1,520 to the Colchester Honor Guard through 
the New Year’s Eve Party and Shepherd’s Pie 
dinner. The Polish Club is instrumental in en-
abling our organization’s efforts to recognize 
and honor the dedicated service of deceased 
members of the armed forces of the United 
States.

The Polish Club, its members and the orga-
nizations that worked to the to make the recent 
New Year’s Eve party a success and raised 
funds for the Honor Guard, also need to be rec-
ognized for the outstanding efforts. Members 
who contributed many hours include: Sue and 
Tim Cordova, Paige and Mark Knoble, Josh 
Barnett, Ramona Smedick, Melissa Thompson 
and Carol Carlson.

The following businesses and individuals 
also helped make the event a success by provid-
ing raffle prizes and donating time to decorate 
the Club. They are: Broadway Wine and Spirits, 
Cellar on 85, Noel’s, Smokers World, Gary’s 
Package Store, Paige Noble, CT Modified (Josh 
Barnett), Colchester Pizza, Two Brothers Pizza, 
Brian Caton, Deborah Tichenor, Crystal Johns, 
Triano’s Auto Dealership.

The Polish Club and the members and the 
raffle rize donors noted above are the people 
that help make Colchester a wonderful and vi-
brant community. I believe that Saint Joseph’s 
Polish Club should be commended for its com-
mitment to community service. You serve as an 
example to which all community organizations 
should strive.

Alphonse Letendre, Deputy Commander
and

Thomas O’Meara, Executive Officer
Colchester Veterans Honor Guard

Hebron Facts Aren’t Fear
To the Editor:

With all due respect Mr. Larson, sharing facts 
is not spreading fear, it is providing a complete 
perspective of the situation.

Some vital facts are new discoveries. This 
includes the significant historical connections 
found at the proposed Public Works site in He-
bron Center/Kinney Road. Presented to the se-
lectmen on Feb. 2, this information features a 
200-year-old map and is now posted on Kinney 
Road Matters on Facebook. As recommended 
by Dr. Sarah Holmes’ archeology report, May 

Hebron’s Black History
To the Editor:

In 1774, southeastern Connecticut had one of 
the highest populations of African Americans 
in New England. Connecticut finally abolished 
slavery in 1848, 13 years before the Civil War. 
At that time, Hebron had the largest concen-
tration of free African Americans in Tolland 
County. These African Americans, most of 
whom lived, worked, learned and worshipped 
beside their Yankee neighbors in Hebron Cen-
ter, prospered. Yet racial prejudice was so gen-
erally widespread that ardent abolitionist Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison dubbed Connecticut “the 
Georgia of the North”!

Early 19th-century Hebron was home to 
Pemberton Brown, who never abandoned his 
native African language. Eber Oran’s family 
lived in a large farmhouse in Hebron Center. 
Charles Morgan’s family lived comfortably 
near Godfrey Hill, while Lude Barber’s fam-
ily lived across from Henry Peters’ substantial 
farmhouse now the CVS. Fuller’s Tavern was 
the largest employer of African Americans.

Interestingly, Hebron never had an abolition-
ist society nor are there any definitively docu-
mented Underground Railroad sites. However, 
Yankee and African Americans lives were inter-
twined. John Thompson Peters, born at Burnt 
Hill Park, and his cousin Governor John S. 
Peters were founder and president of Connecti-
cut’s Colonization Societies. Ezekiel Skinner, a 
student of Governor Peters, was the founder of 
Liberia in Africa. Josephine White Griffing was 
instrumental in founding the Freeman’s Bureau.

Governor Peters often referred to Cesar Pe-
ters’ family as his “colored cousins.” One day 
riding in a public coach from Hartford to He-
bron, he signaled for the driver to stop after 

Balanced Information
To the Editor:

A recent letter was sent to the Rivereast 
concerning the proposed Public Works plan in 
Hebron titled “Two sides to the story.” Unfor-
tunately, the letter then went on to present only 
one side. While the 2000 Environmental Review 
Team Report (ERT) referenced in that letter dis-
cusses the increased permeability of the frac-
tured bedrock and faster rates of groundwater 
dispersal, it does not specifically state there is a 
high risk of contamination spreading through-
out the area. That is the conclusion drawn by 
the letter writer. 

What is important to note about the ERT re-
port is that it was a review based on mixed use 
development on this site which would have a 
greater impact than the currently proposed Pub-
lic Works facility. Included in the report are rec-
ommendations to mitigate the potential environ-
mental impacts on this site. They include public 
water and sewer, which are already planned to 
be incorporated into the building. Contrary to 
the implication in the letter of bias, the town’s 
website does include the entire report. I encour-
age you to read the entire report and make your 
evaluations based on the information presented, 
not just excerpts tinged with opinionated com-
mentary.

The letter goes on to state opinions of a re-
tired DEEP employee concerning potential salt 
contamination if a salt shed was located at this 
site. While all opinions should be considered 
and evaluated, standards and “best practices” 
have changed since his retirement, and the town 
has correspondence directly from CTDEEP 
stating that CTDEEP is the permitting and en-
forcement authority for these matters. The state 
would be the authority who would issue the per-
mit and that they would require “Best Manage-

Lack of Leadership
To the Editor:

I am following up on my previous letter 
about the crisis a lack of leadership and support 
is causing the finance department for the town 
of Colchester.

Since my letter, the chief financial officer has 
resigned. An unprecedented 22 people have left 
since Andreas Bisbikos became first selectman.

Previous Rivereast reporting has outlined the 
crisis in the town hall, with former and current 
employees saying there is an “abuse of power” 
and the “toxic” and “juvenile” atmosphere goes 
“beyond bullying.”

As the saying goes, people don’t quit bad 
jobs; they quit bad bosses. 

John Farrell – Colchester

ment Practices” and the latest standards to be 
incorporated in the construction of any salt stor-
age facility. These actions, they believe, would 
sufficiently mitigate the risk.

Finally, with respect to the historical impact 
on the property, the town completed the requi-
site historical and archeological studies and re-
ceived correspondence from the State Histori-
cal Preservation Office (SHPO) stating that the 
development, as currently proposed, is minor 
and would not diminish the potential signifi-
cance of the 86-acre project parcel, and as such, 
had no objections to the development of the cur-
rent area of potential effect. 

Thank you, 
Daniel Larson – Amston

Note: Larson is chair of the Hebron Board 
of Selectmen, but said he is writing as an indi-
vidual.

Foreign Donations
To the Editor:

Jesse Benton was pardoned by Trump in 2020 
for a campaign finance crime. He was recently 
found guilty on six counts for illegally funnel-
ing Russian money to Donald Trump’s 2016 
campaign. Donald Trump said he financed his 
2016 campaign with “100% of his own money.” 
Jesse Benton is Ron Paul’s grandson-in-law, 
and a former senior aide to Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell and Sen. Rand Paul 
(R-Ky).

Previously, Great America PAC, a hybrid su-
per PAC, reached an agreement with the Fed-
eral Election Commission to resolve the more 
recent allegations. A key player in the scheme, 
a veteran Republican operative, is facing crimi-
nal charges over allegedly funneling tens of 
thousands of dollars in foreign cash to Trump’s 
re-election effort, making news of the fine the 
latest in an emerging pattern of conduct. The See Letters, page 6

2022, page 40, this area has a potential to be 
listed on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. This new information is the type of histori-
cal documentation necessary and the selectmen 
have a responsibility to act upon it. With con-
nections to Native Americans and Hebron’s first 
settlers, as well as prominent figures such as 
Gov. John S. Peters and the emancipated Cesar 
Peters, this is a unique educational opportunity 
waiting to happen. Tourism in Connecticut is a 
$4 billion a year industry and creating a living 
history museum at this location could be one of 
Hebron’s greatest assets.

Other important facts have been known for 
a long time. In June 2000, the Eastern Con-
necticut Environmental Review Team reported 
on the proposed Public Works site in Hebron 
Center and the fractured bedrock found there, 
page 9, “A corollary to increased water supply, 
greater fracture density also suggests increased 
permeability and faster rates of groundwater 
dispersal and also faster rates of dispersal of po-
tential contaminates that may enter the ground-
water system.” It is estimated that 50 truck trips 
per day will visit the PW facility, and surely 
many times higher than that during a winter 
storm. No matter how technologically advanced 
the salt shed is, this area of focused activity will 
naturally spread excess road salt beyond the 
covered building. It’s just a fact.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

$25,000 civil penalty stemmed from an under-
cover investigation by the British Telegraph 
newspaper in late 2016. Reporters approached 
the PAC’s principal, Eric Beach, posing as rep-
resentatives for a Chinese national who wanted 
to donate to Great America. Beach worked with 
GOP operative Jesse Benton to devise ways to 
conceal the source of the funds, including fun-
neling the money through a “dark money” non-
profit or through Benton’s consulting firm. No 
pardon for Benton this time. (Washington Post, 
CREW, CNN, MSNBC)

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

panels, and clean air standards. The fact is state 
legislators introduce many bills throughout the 
session, from funding for roads and bridge re-
pairs, to a Republican resolution to raise cater-
pillars and release butterflies.

Although Mr. McNamara may claim to be 
politically unaffiliated, whatever that means, 
the truth is his views mirror the same anti-dem-
ocratic, paranoid beliefs of MAGA insurrec-
tionists. Which is both a comedy and a tragedy.

Joe Stevens – Hebron
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62 West High St., East Hampton • 860-267-1106
“It’s Worth the Drive from Anywhere”

VALENTINE’S 
WEEKEND DINNER 

SPECIALS
(also available for takeout) 

Friday, February 10th

Saturday, February 11th

Sunday, February 12th

DINNER ENTRÉES...
Chicken ala Toscana Tender seasoned chicken breast rolled 
& stuffed with spinach, sundried tomatoes & fresh mozzarella sauteed 
in our homemade ala vodka sauce, served over ziti $22.99

Baked Stuffed Shrimp Jumbo shrimp stuffed with our 
homemade seafood buttery ritz cracker stuffing, baked to perfection, 
served with oven roasted potatoes $24.99

Burrata Ravioli Sauteed with spinach & roasted
grape tomatoes in our homemade garlic pesto sauce $21.99

♥♥♥ COME DINE WITH US ♥♥♥

www.rossiniseasthampton.com

Reservations are highly recommended. Regular menu also available.
All dinner entrées come with choice of side salad or soup of the day.
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT12-29-22

Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155
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Hebron’s Reign of Error
To the Editor:

Having convinced no one that building the 
Public Works complex on the Horton property 
is anything but 24-karat stupidity, the Hebron 
Town Government has hired – and we are all 
going to have to pay for – a public relations firm 
(this in addition to hiring a cadre of former em-
ployees and consultants to push building a cost-
prohibitive and unneeded municipal complex). 
This firm will develop and conduct a “survey” 

Lamont has Failed Us
To the Editor:

Ned Lamont and his Democrats have chased 
countless businesses out of Connectivut – the 
gun industry, high-profile insurance companies, 
Lego, Pratt & Whitney has steadily reduced 
its presence and their workforce, thousands of 
“mom and pop” retail stores. There was a huge 
hit on the hospitality industry – restaurants, 
bars and nightclubs all sacrificed in the name 
of “safety.” Plastic shields were everywhere – 
Plexiglas manufacturers were euphoric – and 
they did nothing to protect anyone, at a costly 
unnecessary expense. In October 2019, Lamont 
added a 1% surcharge on food and beverages 
and, after shutting us down for 14 months 
(3/15/20-5/1/21) he chose not to remove it. 
Thanks, Ned!! 

When the state government is the largest em-
ployer, like most third-world countries, social-
ism is on the menu.

Edmund Smith is a devout supporter of 
Lamont and socialism. He questions whether 
Connecticut is really the 49th or 50th worst 
state to open a business. Well, Mr. Science, you 
have never owned business, never had to deal 
with employees, pay state unemployment taxes, 
collect sales tax without any consideration, pro-
vide unfunded mandates – two months’ mater-
nity leave, paid sick leave and a $15 minimum 
wage when it’s $6 for a loaf of bread and a gal-

passing an African American woman carrying 
a market basket. The passengers were appalled 
when Governor Peters opened the door waving 
for the woman to ride with them. The woman 
was the wife of Henry Peters who farmed Gov-
ernor Peters’ land on Kinney Road.

Hebron has much to celebrate, preserve, and 
commemorate, during Black History Month 
and throughout the year.

John Baron – Hebron

The Sagan Saga
To the Editor:

“Men first felt necessity then look for utility, 
next attend to comfort, still later amuse them-
selves with pleasure, thence grow dissolute in 
luxury, and finally go mad and waste their sub-
stance.”

“We’ve arranged a civilization in which most 
crucial elements profoundly depend on sci-
ence and technology. We have also arranged 
things so that almost no one understands sci-
ence and technology. This is a prescription for 
disaster. We might get away with it for a while, 
but sooner or later this combustible mixture of 
ignorance and power is going to blow up in our 
faces.”

Mankind was convinced to believed in things 
like cigarettes, the Titanic, nuclear power, the 
Keystone Pipeline, fracking, prescription pain 
kKillers, FDA drugs with laundry lists of side 
effects, and an expansive Public Works facility 
to be located on Hebron’s highly-sensitive Ray-
mond Brook watershed.

“One of the saddest lessons of history is this: 
If we’ve been bamboozled long enough, we 
tend to reject any evidence of the bamboozle. 
We’re no longer interested in finding out the 
truth. The bamboozle has captured us. It’s sim-
ply too painful to acknowledge, even to our-
selves, that we’ve been taken. Once you give a 
charlatan power over you, you almost never get 
it back.” -- all quotes, Carl Sagan.

People of Hebron, let’s be extremely careful 
about protecting our natural resources, water-
sheds and the town’s reputation. The Raymond 
Brook watershed, preserve and marsh are a 
large part of Hebron’s appeal. How we chose to 
treat this land and water will speak volumes of 
who we are and what we value as a community. 
The decision to save the land as a preserve sets a 
strong moral compass for younger generations 
to emulate. Reusing our present PW location, 
responsibly and economically, confines pollut-
ants to one compromised location. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

of Hebron residents, the result of which will 
show that we really, really, really do want to 
ruin our town by putting an industrial facility in 
the Town Center.

You might ask, why do we need a survey? In 
our democracy, don’t we already have surveys 
called free and fair elections? Well, the select-
men and town manager have said they know 
that their proposal will fail in referendum. So, 
instead of an election, something that we as 
Americans believe in, we are getting PR firm-
developed survey, one that can be controlled 
and manipulated, and that will undoubtedly af-
firm what they want.

In addition to the professional spin doctors, 
the Public Building Committee will evaluate a 
few new sites so that they can once again par-
rot the party line: none but the Horton prop-
erty is feasible (For real spin, see the PBC’s 
Town Response to Public Comments, https://

hebronct.com/town-departments/public-works/
building-project/). Many of the same members 
of the PBC have been at it since 2011. The idea 
of their original recommendation, Burnt Hill 
Park, was to combine dump trucks with chil-
dren’s sporting events. Great! Some of them 
also thought St. Peter’s Park next to the library 
would be a good location for this vast industrial 
operation. All to say, this is not a serious group.

Enough spin. Bring it to referendum. Let’s 
vote!

John Collins – Amston

Thank You, Post Office
To the Editor:

It is easy to complain and I do my share of 
that but you have to give praise where praise 
is due. 

I noticed a change. This year at Christmas-
time there were no long lines for service at the 
Hebron post office. The staff was different and 
they were very helpful and a joy to deal with, 
which is unique in the world of today. 

So thank you to the Hebron Post Office and 
all the people involved in the great change that 
has occurred. 

Thomas Spitler – Hebron

71 Main Street
Hebron

Troy R. Kelsey, Owner
860-228-9375
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Valentine’s Weekend Specials

Hrs.: Mon. 6am-2pm; Tues.-Sun. 6am-8:30pm; Fri. & Sat. til 9pm

Smoked Short Rib 22.99 Boneless short rib, brushed with 
a bourbon teriyaki glaze, served over Vermont, sharp cheddar, smoked 

Gouda and Gobetti pasta mac & cheese, finished with fried onion straws

Red Eye Salmon 22.99 Faroe Island salmon crusted
with cracked peppercorns and ground cappuccino coffee beans, served 

over a white potato, spinach, crimini mushroom and cheddar hash, 
finished with a rum, coffee liquor and roasted garlic sauce

Prime Rib $24.99
Served with au jus and choice of side

Jack Daniel’s Prime Rib $25.99
Prime rib grilled with a Jack Daniel’s
glaze and served with a choice of side

Lobster Ravioli $24.99
Homemade ricotta and Grana Padano filled ravioli sautéed 
with Crimini mushrooms, spinach, shaved black truffles, 

garlic and olive oil, finished with butter poached lobster meat

Scallop Cakes Appetizer 11.99
Homemade scallop cakes, grilled,

served over a lemon and wasabi aïoli
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GunG Ho
Chinese and Japanese Restaurant

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Call (860) 537-3862 
for Reservations & Take Out

36 Main Street, Colchester
— Junction of Rt. 85 & Rt. 16 —

We are located across from the beautiful
Colchester Town Green & next to the Cragin Library.

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm, Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

Vietnamese Noodle Soup (Phở) 
Available Every Day

Call for Take ouT

CoMe CheCk 

uS out!
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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ONLINE AND IN PERSON
Better Balance PT offers weekly 
exercise classes for brain health,

PD and movement wellness
for as low as $8/class.

Call today for times & locations:
860-380-0213

HEALTH CARE 
SERVICES

Oh Look....a Balloon!!
To the Editor:

In a shocking turn of events, the nation’s at-
tention shifted from troves of classified docu-
ments hidden inside of Ol’ Joe’s Corvette to 
a dastardly Chinese spy balloon that stealth-
ily floated down upon us from the Canadian 
Great White North. The nation’s imagination 
was completely captured for three solid days 
of high-flying ballooning excitement as we 
watched the “spy balloon,” carrying an equip-
ment bay the size of three city buses, float slow-
ly across a broad swath of the American interior 
to the delight of both young and old alike.

The United States military, the most techno-
logically-advanced and deadly fighting force on 
God’s good green earth, remained paralyzed...
unable to decide on a course of action to coun-
ter this egregious dirigible transgression. All we 
could do is wait, wait and pump 24/7 balloon 
fear porn over all radio and TV broadcasts.

The entire event was a wonderful illustration 

Imagine Part 2
To the Editor:

Imagine believing...
Our southern border is secure and illegal im-

migration is fake news;
Religious institutions and leaders have not 

been infiltrated by evil;
Driving an electric car is helping to save the 

environment;
NASA landed on the moon in 1969;
The history of our nation and earth is as 

we’ve been told;
Pharmaceuticals promote health;
Anthony Fauci cares about our health;
The banking industry is not corrupt;
Paying taxes on money already taxed is fair;
Taxes paid are used to improve America and 

our lives;
The U.S. dollar, not backed by precious met-

als, has value;
Nancy Pelosi, Barack Obama, Hillary Clin-

ton are patriots;
Mitt Romney, George Bush, John McCain 

are/were patriots;
Artificial intelligence (AI) is not used nefari-

ously;
American citizens are not routinely surveilled 

by government and big tech;

A Farewell to Chocolate
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Women’s Fellowship of 
the First Congregational Church of Portland, I 
would like to thank everyone who came out in 
support of our 25th annual and final Mid-Win-
ter Chocolate Fest held on Feb. 4. It was defi-
nitely a bittersweet event for us, but it was also 
a sweet success thanks to the many people who 
braved the very cold temperatures on that day. 

I was personally touched by all the comments 
and stories shared with me throughout the after-
noon from longtime and new customers alike. 
One person said, “It is so sad it is the last one. 
Maybe you could make an appeal to the youth 
in the congregation to continue this fantastic 
event with its delicious food.” Another shared, 
“When I heard this was the last one, I took the 
day off to come. You guys do such a good job.” 
And another longtime customer said, “I don’t 
know how you have done it for so many years. 
Such a wonderful job. It is always so beautiful.” 
The best one yet came from a loyal customer 
who said “We hope you pull a Tom Brady.” I’m 

Conspiracies Everywhere
To The Editor:

Ed Kozlowski tells us that, “Liberals might 
want to consider that what they’re told isn’t al-
ways true.” And he tells us that Biden avoided 
in-person campaign events not because of CO-
VID-19 guidelines but because of fear of gaffes. 
And he tells us the Russian collusion story – still 
gaining steam in the news – is a hoax. And he 
tells us that progressives are absurdly gullible. 
And he tells us that Biden has a D.C. reputation 
for dim-wittedness. He’s right: we shouldn’t be-
lieve everything we’re told!

Paul Bureau imagines more conspiracies that 
we have words to debunk, but let’s take two.

He wants us to believe COVID is no more 
dangerous than the flu, because of similar re-
covery rates. This is nonsense. In the U.S. there 
are about 28 million flu cases and 35,000 deaths 
per year. So far for COVID, it’s more like 34 
million cases and 375,000 deaths per year. If 
those numbers seem similar to you, I can rec-
ommend a good remedial math instructor.

He also wants us to believe that the “educa-
tion industry” does not care about children. If 
he’s including teachers in that odd phrase, then 
he clearly has not met many teachers. Not all of 
them, to be sure, but a vast majority are in the 
underappreciated field precisely because they 
do care about children. He also mentions teach-
ers’ unions. He’s right; unions don’t care about 
children. Their mission is helping the teachers, 
not their students. Of course, happier, more 
contented teachers do better by their students.

And Colin McNamara picks up Don Den-
ley’s anti-Connecticut rant. I’ll tell you what, 
it’s been a great place to grow up, raise a family, 
educate my children, own a business, and find 
fulfilling, well-paid work. Perhaps he’d find 
Mississippi more to his liking.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Colchester Finance Chaos
Dear Colchester Residents:

Are you paying attention to what’s happening 
in Colchester Town Hall’s finance separtment? 
You should be. The department charged with 
overseeing millions of dollars in taxpayer funds 
has been neglected and thrown into chaos.

At Town Hall, employees and volunteers 
complain about bills going unpaid….employee 
tax forms misprinted…budgets with inaccurate 
numbers. At meetings, staff have repeatedly 
warned that the department lacks the resources 
or training to keep up with the demands of the 
office.

Nothing has been done about it.

Top Priorities
To the Editor:

While your favorite president was setting re-
cords on the golf course Russian bears hacked 
our computer systems. For at least 18 months 
they perused the Department of Agriculture, 
Treasury, Justice, Commerce, Defense, Energy, 
Health & Human Services, Homeland Security 
(ironic no?), Labor, Transportation, the CIA, 
NIS, FBI, most Fortune 500 companies and 
about 2,000 other high-value targets.

Take out our power grid? Child’s play. Shut 
down all wireless communications, no cell-
phone. If that doesn’t get your attention China 
should. Shoot the balloon down? Trump had 
a chance. What do you do about these not so 
existential threats? Find a person who believes 
Jewish lasers started the California fires and 
believes 9/11 is a hoax and there is no proof a 
plane hit the Pentagon (they got hacked too)., 
and put that person in charge of National Intel-
ligence.

The Dems should have been smart enough 
and given McCarthy the votes he needed for 
the speakership. Let him squirm for awhile 
but Dems should have sent some love his way. 
Now we have to deal with 20 clowns hell bent 
on wrecking our growing economy and soft on 
Russia and the Ukraine War. We finally got the 
to do list and on top Hunter Biden. Didn’t ‘You 
miss me yet?’ already investigate Hunter? Of 
course. The other is the weaponization of the 
government. 

Tim Rinell – East Hampton

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
chance.

Geno will serve as the keynote speaker at 
the Chamber’s Breakfast Meeting on Mon-
day, March 15. The meeting will take place 
from 7-9 a.m. at the Sheraton Hartford South 
Hotel in Rocky Hill.

“We are all very proud of Geno’s success 
in leading the UConn women’s basketball 
program,” Chamber President Johanna Bond 
said.

Cost to attend the breakfast is $25 for 
Chamber members and $35 for non-mem-
bers. Advance registration is required; to do 
so, visit www.middlesexchamber.com.

* * *
Lastly, Valentine’s Day is next week, so 

I thought it might be fitting to close today’s 
column with quotes on love. Some are inspi-
rational, others funny, and a few are just abso-
lutely beautiful. I hope you enjoy them.

“Each time you love, love as deeply as if it 
were forever.” — Audre Lorde

“The best and most beautiful things in the 
world cannot be seen or even touched. They 
must be felt with the heart.” — Helen Keller

“Being deeply loved by someone gives you 
strength, while loving someone deeply gives 
you courage.” — Lao Tzu

“All you need is love. But a little choco-
late now and then doesn’t hurt.” — Charles 
M. Schulz

“The Eskimos had 52 names for snow be-
cause it was important to them: there ought 
to be as many for love.” — Margaret Atwood

“When we love we always strive to become 
better than we are. When we strive to become 
better than we are, everything around us be-
comes better too.” — Paulo Coelho

“Love makes your soul crawl out from its 
hiding place.” — Zora Neale Hurston

“Love is something sent from heaven to 
worry the hell out of you.” — Dolly Parton

“Love is a fire. But whether it is going to 
warm your hearth or burn down your house, 
you can never tell.” — Joan Crawford

“The heart has its reason of which reason 
knows nothing.” — Blaise Pascal

“You never lose by loving. You always lose 
by holding back.” — Barbara De Angelis

“Where there is love there is life.” — Ma-
hatma Gandhi

“To love at all is to be vulnerable.” — C.S. 
Lewis

And lastly, something beautiful to perhaps 
say to your significant other next Tuesday, 
from who else but the wonderful poet Maya 
Angelou:

“In all the world, there is no heart for me 
like yours. In all the world, there is no love 
for you like mine.”

* * *
See you next week.

lon of milk and $7 for a dozen eggs. Well “Mr 
Science” or should I say Mr. Know-it-all!!

Tolls are on the way, I’m sorry to say. Ned 
needs more money for social programs to so-
lidify the Dems’ voter base. He has already tar-
geted the truckers with “road use tax” that has 
resulted in higher prices on good and services 
and the automobile driver is next!!!

I’m not through!!
Don Denley – Andover 

not sure that will happen, but I will not rule out 
a new event of some kind in the future. 

It has truly been a pleasure to bring joy and 
lasting memories to so many people through-
out the state for the last 25 years. Our gratitude 
runs deep for your patronage. We may be say-
ing farewell to chocolate, but stay tuned as we 
may be saying hello to something new and just 
as heartwarming. Happy Valentine’s Day to all!

Nancy L. Johnson
Chocolate Fest Chair

First Congregational Church of Portland

This fall, we learned that the first selectman 
overspent his budget by hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. The Board of Finance wants to avoid 
a repeat of that situation and recently held a 
meeting in which they tried to forecast spending 
for the remainder of this fiscal year. That meet-
ing was derailed when the BOF learned there 
were serious errors and outdated information in 
the current financial reports.

Last week, we learned the recently hired Fi-
nance Director is already resigning. In less than 
a year, this critical department has lost its top 
position twice.

I have been shocked by the complete lack of 
leadership from the first selectman in dealing 
with any of this. When we served on the Board 
of Finance together, he marketed himself as a 
champion of financial transparency and ac-
countability. Where has that person been for the 
last year?

It may not be as interesting as photo ops or as 
much fun as planning parties, but making sure 
the finance department can pay its bills and ac-
curately track its spending is a pretty important 
job for the first selectman. Colchester deserves 
someone who takes the job seriously and works 
together with others to find solutions.

Bernie Dennler III – Colchester
Candidate for First Selectman

of the power the media holds over the American 
public’s mind and thoughts. Although Chinese 
“spy satellites” are orbiting over us constantly, 
we were asked to suspend all of our critical 
thinking skills that might contradict some good 
fear-based propaganda.

Initially spotted in Montana, floating over 
some of the most sparsely populated areas of 
the country, we allowed the balloon to continue 
its flight, unmolested...spying, all the way to the 
Atlantic Ocean. Once over water, with its spy 
mission complete and wirelessly uploaded to 
Chinese central command, a taxpayer-funded, 
F-22 led assault blew it out of the sky in a stun-
ning display of force that sent all three city bus-
es worth of equipment hurtling into the murky 
depths of the coastal Atlantic...to be destroyed 
on impact and from the salt water....puncturing 
the balloon and capturing it after a slow, con-
trolled descent be damned....USA USA USA!!! 
God Bless ‘Merika!!!

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

See Letters, page 25
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Open Call to Apply for Grant Funds
Andover’s Greater Together Community 

Fund Advisory Committee has released its open 
call for 2023 project proposals. Up to $10,000 
will be awarded in grant funds to support one or 
more proposals. To date, Andover’s Community 
Fund has awarded more than $22,000.

In 2019, the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving established a $100,000 Greater Together 
Community Fund for each of the 29 towns in 
the Foundation’s region, which includes the 
town of Andover. The purpose of the Greater 
Together Community Funds is to support resi-
dents in taking ownership around the needs in 
their towns, encourage broad and inclusive civ-
ic engagement and anchor the Hartford Founda-
tion in each town.

Each Greater Together Community Fund is 
administered by an advisory committee of town 

residents that must be inclusive, representative 
and reflective of all of the residents of that com-
munity. In 2020, the original Andover Greater 
Together Community Fund Advisory Commit-
tee was selected. The current committee mem-
bers are Marianella Chalfant (co-chair), Mi-
chele DeLuco, Kirsten Erlandsen, Jody Gross, 
Suzanne Heise (co-chair), Lori LaCroix, Amy 
March, Bill Penn, and Chip Ware.

All projects eligible for Community Fund 
support must benefit the residents of Andover. 
For further details on project guidelines and 
how to apply, please visit hfpg.org/Andovercf. 

Project applications or grant proposals will 
be accepted until March 15.

From the State Senator’s Desk...
Our first responders deserve our respect and support. They have jobs unlike any other, where 

the worst day of our lives is something they’re tasked to prevent or support. I’m glad that one 
of my first official votes as the State Senator representing our community was to vote in sup-
port of the new four-year Connecticut State Police labor contract, as it takes significant steps 
forward to support the police in the present day while also working to benefit our state in the 
future.

This contract, which runs through 2026, provides police with a 2.5% raise each year in 2023, 
2024 and 2025, with further potential increases possible in 2026 and beyond. Additionally, 
full-time state police employees will receive $3,500 bonuses as one-time lump-sum payments, 
and police employees with the most service will receive another lump sum of 2%.

This makes sure our state police are given additional pay to help foster better spirits on the 
job, but that’s only part of why it’s advantageous. Currently, the trainee pay for a state police 
trooper in the academy is just $50,000. Police have told officials that Connecticut is struggling 
to compete with recruits against other states that may provide higher pay for training. We 
listened. In 2024, the trainee pay for troopers will leap to $65,638, rising further in 2025 and 
beyond. With pay increases of 30-35% for trainees, this will help Connecticut retain the best 
and brightest candidates for years to come.

There’s a lot more about this contract that’s easy to support. State police will receive a 
number of new stipends and benefits, including a health and wellness benefit for officers and 
financial rewards for police officers with degrees from higher education.

With the positive changes from this vote in mind, Connecticut’s state police will hopefully 
be able to increase in rank. While there used to be a mandated state police force of 1,248, that 
number has fallen to 877, though there are 30 to 40 state troopers scheduled to graduate in 
April and more trainees scheduled to begin in May.

We need to make changes to aid our first responders where and when we can. That’s why 
I’m happy to have voted on this important contract, which provides significant and positive op-
portunities for the men and women who make sacrifices every day in the name of public safety.

 State Sen. MD Rahman 
D-4th District

Note: The 4th Senate District covers Andover, Bolton, Glastonbury and Manchester.

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School (AES) Ear-

ly Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2023-24 school year. 
The preschool program is full-day, and before- 
and after-school care is available.

The Early Learning Center receives funding 
for reduced tuition rates from two state grants: 
the School Readiness grant and the Smart Start 
grant.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2023, are eligible to attend. Parents/guard-
ians should call AES Principal Taylor Parker at 
860-742-7339 for more information or to obtain 
a registration packet. Packets are also at www.
andoverelementaryct.org.

Souper Bowl
Grinder Sale

Andover Congregational Church, located 
at 359 Route 6, will hold its 31st annual 
Souper Bowl Grinder Sale Sunday, Feb. 12. 

Grinder selections are ham, turkey or 
tuna. Quarts of chili will also be sold, as 
will be garden salads. All options include 
chips and a soda. Pick-up will be on Feb. 12 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Pre-order is requested so that there is 
enough food on hand. To pre-order, leave 
a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
or access an order form at www.andover-
ctchurch.org. 

Board of Fire 
Commissioners Vacancy
Any Andover elector interested in serving on 

the Fire Commission for a term ending Nov. 
20 should send a letter of interest to: Town of 
Andover, c/o Fire Commission, 17 School Rd., 
Andover, CT 06232, or email townclerk@ando-
verct.org. 

AVFD Anniversary 
Banquet

The Andover Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will celebrate its 85th anniversary 
with a banquet at A Villa Louisa in Bolton 
on Saturday, April 1, from 6-10 p.m.  
There will be hors d’oeuvres, a buffet dinner, 
a DJ and a cash bar. Tickets are $40 per person 
and can be obtained by calling Chief Ron Mike 
at 860-335-0264, Deputy Chief Mindy Hegener 
at 860-706-3074, or by stopping at the firehouse 
on Wednesdays after 630 p.m. 

Tickets must be purchased no later than 
March 22.

Take Your Child
to the Library Day

Andover Public Library, located at 355 Route 
6, will celebrate Take Your Child to the Library 
Day on Saturday, Feb. 25, at 10:30 a.m. All are 
welcome, and while registration is not neces-
sary it is requested, by calling 860-742-7428.

During this event, Ellen Repay of the Ando-
ver Friends of the Library will present a story 
about winter and/or snow, followed by a craft. 
Officially, the 12th annual Take Your Child to 
the Library Day is Saturday, Feb. 4, but the 
day will be celebrated all around Connecticut 
during the month.  All attendees at this Feb. 25 
program will have their names put into a draw-
ing to win a bookbag filled with goodies. No 
purchase is necessary. 

Kindergarten 
Registration

Andover Elementary School is registering kin-
dergarten students for the 2023-24 school year. 
Andover’s kindergarten program is full-day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Dec. 31, 2023, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a reg-
istration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.

Bingo & Baskets
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6, will host a Bingo & Baskets night Friday, 
Feb. 17, starting with dinner at 5:30 p.m. The 
game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo. No reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
for more information.

Snow date is Feb. 24, same time.

Congregational
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 860-742-7696, email 
andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.ando-
verctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is provided.
Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to the 
church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m.; 
next date is Feb. 15. The senior food pantry is 
open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is Feb. 22. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Board of Finance Vacancy
Any Andover elector interested in serving on 

the Board of Finance for a term ending Nov. 19, 
2023, should send a letter of interest to: Town 
of Andover, Board of Finance vacancy, 17 School 
Rd., Andover, CT  06232.

Deadline to submit letters of interest is Feb. 21.

Senior Trip to Aqua Turf
Andover senior citizens will go to the Aqua 

Turf Club in Plantsville on Tuesday, March 14, 
for a corned beef luncheon, featuring entertain-
ment by the McLean Avenue Band. 

Cost is $22 for Andover seniors and space 
is limited. Any senior interested in attending 
should call Carol Lee 860-742-0188 ext. 4218 
to reserve a space/confirm availability.

Resident Coordinates Regional Science Bowl  

 A group of students from Smith Middle School in Glastonbury competed in the 
Connecticut Regional Middle School Science Bowl in East Hartford last weekend. 
The bowl was organized by Andover resident, and Academy of Computer Science 
and Engineering exploratory science teacher, Edmund Smith.

By Alexis Dascher 
Andover resident Edmund Smith was all smiles 

last Saturday, Feb. 4 as a Jeopardy!-like science 
contest he coordinated in East Hartford went off 
without a hitch.

The Connecticut Regional Middle School Sci-
ence Bowl took place at the Capitol Region Edu-
cation Council’s (CREC) Academy of Computer 
Science and Engineering in East Hartford. 

Students from various schools took part in 
the competition, with Irving A. Robbins Middle 
School in Farmington the big winner. Smith said 
the school’s students “were powerful” and “likely 
to be top five in the country.”

Smith said he enjoys the science bowl – for the 
students and himself. 

“They are the smartest, most well-adjusted, and 
productive students I have ever worked with,” he 
said. “It’s a myth that these smart kids are egg-
heads or nerds or socially awkward.”

According to Smith, many of the event’s volun-
teers were his former students or students of the 
coaches he worked with.

“We pulled off a really good event,” he said. “It 
was a joy to see these college students come back 
and experience the buzzer from the other side.”

Smith described the science bowl as a “fast-
paced Jeopardy!-style contest.”

“It is very competitive, and every year there are 

astounding feats of memory and calculations dem-
onstrated by motivated kids,” he said.

Smith said the children at the event were curi-
ous, open-minded, polite and personable.

Among those students were those from Smith 
Middle School in nearby Glastonbury. The stu-
dents placed fifth in the competition – and they all 
seemed to have a great time.

Student Yuvraj Palliyath, 12, said it was his first 
time attending a science bowl.

“It’s awesome,” he said. “It’s going great, and 
we have answered a lot of questions.”

Palliyath, who noted some questions were about 
biology and energy, said he studied in preparation 
for the event.

“I use a lot of Khan Academy, and I go through 
questions from previous science competitions,” he 
said. “If I do not understand the topic, I will go 
over it.”

According to Palliyath, the students have week-
ly meetings where they practice science-related 
questions. He also said he is proud of his team-
mates’ accomplishments.

“They’ve been working hard,” he said.
Student Arjun Ramnath, 12, said he enjoyed 

competing with students from other divisions.
Ramnath said answering questions for the first 

round was “pretty good.”
“Sometimes you don’t get the questions right,” 

he said. “That’s how you learn.”
According to Ramnath, team members have 

been studying by practicing against each other.
“There are a lot of math, science and biology 

questions,” he said. “I’m looking forward to play-
ing again.”

Ramnath, who said he was impressed with his 
teammates, pointed out the questions were more 
challenging than anticipated. “Answering the 
questions is much harder,” he said.

Student Anish Kumar, 13, said he studied with a 
packet Sandy Nichols, an

Eighth grade SMS science teacher and advisor 
of the science bowl preparation group, gave the 
team.

“There are a lot of math, biology and phys-
ics questions,” said Kumar, adding that the team 
struggled in the first three rounds of the competi-
tion.

“We tied twice with other teams, but by the 
third round, we started to pick up,” he said.

Kumar said his team studied various topics to 
help each other with confusing aspects.

“We each study two topics,” he said. “If some-
body does not know one answer, the other person 
will.”

Kumar, who hopes his team goes to nationals, 
said he is thankful for the experience.

Michael Kastner, a seventh-grade science 
teacher at Smith Middle School, said this was his 
first science bowl, and he volunteered to take the 
students to the event.

“I went to a couple of practices before,” he said. 
“I’m here to motivate them, remind them to talk to 
each other, and make sure they use their buzzer.”

Kastner said the students were doing a “really 
good job” and were advocating for themselves.

“They are taking charge on their own and in 
their matches,” he said.

Kastner described the matches as “intense” and 

compared them to a sports competition.
“We have like some really close, like, back and 

forth with some of the other teams” matches, he 
said. “I’ve been on the edge of my seat.”

Kastner said he hoped the students were relaxed 
and would have more confidence in themselves by 
the end of the event.

“I think being a part of a team is something that 
all kids can benefit from,” he said. “I’m hoping it 
will get them out of their shells a little bit more 
and that they are excited about their accomplish-
ments.”

According to Kastner, being on a team is all 
about discipline.

“You prepare yourself, and it is based on the 
studying you do, but you have to work with your 
team,” he said. “You have to know when to speak 
up, listen, interject and think.”

Note: Alexis Dascher is a reporter for the 
Rivereast’s sister paper, The Glastonbury Citizen.
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Food Bank, Foodshare Truck
Portland Food Bank is located in the lower 

level of the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 7 
Waverly Ave. The food bank is open Monday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon, except for holidays. 
The food bank will be closed Monday, Feb. 20, 
for Presidents Day.

To access the food bank’s services, people are 
required to register with the food bank (copy of 
an ID and recent piece of mail or utility bill) and 
be a Portland resident. Donations are only taken 
during food bank hours. Call 860-342-6795 for 

more information or for volunteer and donation 
opportunities. 

The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 
the Waverly Center every other Monday from 
1-2 p.m., except for holidays. People using the 
Foodshare are required to form a line and ev-
eryone will have an opportunity to “shop” at the 
truck once it is set up. People do not have to be 
a Portland resident to attend the Foodshare, and 
they’re asked to please bring bags.

The next Foodshare is Feb. 13 at 1 p.m.

Installation Service Sunday for Zion Pastor
Zion Lutheran Church will be celebrating 

the installation of its pastor, Sara Stall-Ryan, 
on Sunday, Feb. 12, at 2 p.m., at the church, 
183 William St. The public is invited. 

With a call coming from the New England 
Synod Council, Stall-Ryan was welcomed as 
interim/transition pastor in December 2019. 
With churches basically shutting down due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic a few months 
later, Stall-Ryan quickly worked with church 
members, Zion organist Allen Hill, and her 
own family to put together worship services 
posted to YouTube each week. 

As COVID-19 numbers came down and 
social distancing recommendations were re-
duced, she was able to conduct outdoor ser-
vices at the church, while finding innovative 

ways to celebrate Holy Communion and still 
keep parishioners safe. 

And finally, with her guidance, Zion was 
able to return to worshiping within the church 
itself. Services are still video recorded and 
posted to YouTube for viewing by anyone 
who might be unable to get to church physi-
cally, or anyone who is just curious about 
Zion. 

After following church protocols for call-
ing a pastor, the congregation voted in June 
2022 to invite Stall-Ryan to become Zion’s 
pastor, no longer “transitional” or “interim.” 
She accepted. 

Refreshments will be served following the 
Feb. 12 service.

First Congregational Church News 

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional.  

A recording of the service is posted to You-
Tube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School meets the first and third Sun-
day of the month at 10:15 a.m., following wor-
ship. Ages 3 to 16 are welcome. 

Adult Bible study takes place on the second 

and fourth Sunday of the month, following wor-
ship at 10:15 a.m. The focus is on season two of 
the television series The Chosen. Anyone may 
join at any time. Call the church for details.

The community is welcome to participate in 
any or all worship services and special events. 
For more information about any church activi-
ties, or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 
860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net, 
or visit zionlutheranportland.org. Sara Stall-
Ryan is Pastor. 

The First Congregational Church of Port-
land, located at 554 Main St., is a member of 
the United Church of Christ. The church is an 
“open and affirming” congregation, welcom-
ing everyone. Facial mask-wearing is optional, 
bur encouraged. The building is accessible. The 
worship service is livestreamed as well as avail-
able for later viewing on the church’s YouTube 
channel; search on YouTube for First Church of 
Portland CT.

First Church Nursery School offers a program 
for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, and 
one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-1111 or 
1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com for more 
information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.pct@
sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. For more 
info, look for the church on Facebook at The 
First Congregational Church of Portland, or 
visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org. Those who 
wish to follow the church on Facebook may do 
so at The First Congregational Church of Port-
land, CT.

Local Author Stresses Loving Yourself 

 Portland’s Sean Fournier has published his first book, a children’s story about how 
before you love others, before others love you, you must love yourself. 

By Jack Lakowsky
Newly published Portland author Sean 

Fournier said he wanted to write a story about 
a character falling in love with the things that 
make them unique. 

So he went and did just that, penning over 
the course of several years his debut children’s 
book, Barry Needs a Hug. 

What makes the titular protagonist unique? 
He’s got needles all over his skin. He’s also 
green and wears knee-high socks and sweats-
horts. Because, you see, he’s a cactus, and he 
needs some love. You cold folks might hesitate 
to hug him, fearing the minor impediment, but 
that’s okay. 

First, Barry needs to love himself. 
“I thought, there’s a really good lesson,” 

Fournier told the Rivereast. “I didn’t know at 
first how everything would ply out, but I knew 
I wanted the prickles to the main thing, and for 
him to rethink himself, to be proud of the thing 
that makes him, him.”

Much like actual plant life Barry’s story 
started as a tiny seed, taking root as a two-panel 
comic strip Fournier whipped up years ago, 
about a cactus holding a sign that read “Free 
Hugs,” with two other cacti pointing and laugh-
ing at the sheer futility of the effort. 

“I just kinda thought I’d turn it into a kids’ 
book,” he said. “It’s something I’ve always 
dreamt about doing. I grew up drawing and il-
lustrating and making up characters.”

Barry, feeling deeply insecure after friends 
reject him from playing, finds a magical brew 
that smooths out his needles. More “acceptable” 
perhaps, but no longer himself. Then, turns out, 
those same peers got themselves in a situation 
Barry’s needles would’ve been perfect for. 

Describing himself as “new to the game” of 
writing and publishing, having a professional 

background in marketing, not fiction writing, 
Fournier said completing the story was a chal-
lenge happily undertaken, teaching himself the 
basics of storytelling structure and researching 
how to put a kids’ book together, looking at av-
erage page and word counts. 

“There were definitely some hoops,” he said. 
In Barry, Fournier wants everyone, of any 

age, to see that piece of themselves, that prickly 
little cactus that just needs a hug, but for what-
ever reason, is afraid to open-up. 

“Through that lens you can feel sorry for 
him, but you can root for him at the same time,” 
said Fournier. 

“Everyone has something they’re self-con-
scious about.”

And those things don’t stay the same through-
out life, a lesson Fournier himself has learned, 
having just reached his 40s. 

“As a kid I was always very skinny, rail thin.” 
He went from insecurity about thinness to feel-
ing icky about “gaining the weight of a 40-year-
old.” 

Barry’s thorns are a metaphor for limitless 
personal insecurities. 

The theme of Barry Needs a Hug stayed con-
sistent throughout the revision process, Fourni-
er said. The delivery of the theme, however, 
changed greatly. 

“I would be sitting there counting on my fin-
gers, trying to get the right of words” per page, 
he said. “I wrote it and rewrote it.”

Barry went through a few overhauls, includ-
ing changing the whole text to a rhyming one. It 
was an additional challenge to keep the rhymes 
fresh throughout the story, he said. 

After publishing, Fournier said he was a little 
thunderstruck, repeatedly saying to himself 
“Wow, I did it. I’m a kid’s book author. It was 
huge moment.” Fournier plans to expand the Barry-verse 

with merchandise, activity books and coloring 
books, T-shirts, “really trying to build things 
up.” Nothing’s cemented yet, but Fournier hint-
ed a possibility of returning to Barry for more 
stories. 

“I don’t want to do it just to do it,” he said, “it 

has to be worthwhile. I’m really proud of this 
book, and if I did another one, it would need to 
be as good – or better.”

Get Barry’s whole story on Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble.com, Bookshop.com, and the local li-
brary, or visit www.fournier.co.

283 Main Street • Portland
860-918-3899
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FURNITURE & ART
SALE!!!

Come do your Valentine/
Galentine shopping!

OWEN’S WILL BE OPEN: 
Saturday, Feb. 11th 10-3 
Sunday, Feb. 12th  11-2 
Monday, Feb. 13th 10-2

March 4th Indoor
Vendor Fair

If you want to become vendor,
please call Owen’s at 860-918-3899
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Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

‘Chill for Change’ Returns Saturday
Middlesex YMCA and Camp Ingersoll will 

hold the annual Chill for Change at Jobs Pond 
in Portland on Saturday, Feb. 11, at 1 p.m. 

At the Chill for Change, folks jump into 
Jobs Pond in the middle of winter, all to raise 
money for a cause. Costumes are optional, 
but encouraged!

People can support the event by jumping 
into the pond or donating to a jumper. This 
year’s goal is to raise $30,000. All funds 
raised go directly to supporting camp schol-
arships and life-changing camp experiences. 
Donate, register as a single jumper, or register 
a team at CampIngersoll.org. 

All jumpers must preregister and raise at 
least $100 to participate. 

Awards are given for Best Costume, Best 
Team Theme, and Biggest Piggy Bank (most 
funds raised). The individual who raises the 
most money will receive a certificate for a 
free session of camp. This certificate can be 
used for your own family, or gifted to anyone 
you know.

For more information, contact Ben Silli-
man at bsilliman@midymca.org or 860-342-
2267, or search for YMCA Camp Ingersoll on 
Facebook.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or to 
register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donations: People donating for 
Portland Food Bank are asked to not leave Food 
Bank donations at the senior center unless the 
food bank is open. The food bank is open Mon-
days and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, 
the senior center does not need any donations 
directed toward the center; please only leave 
donations for the food bank, and only during 
food bank hours.

Foodshare: Monday, Feb. 13, 1 p.m.
Free Grab-and-Go Meals: The senior cen-

ter is offering Waverly Senior Center members, 
who reside in Portland only, one free Grab-and-
Go meal starting in February. You must be able 
to pick up the meal yourself, at 11:45 a.m., at 
the Waverly Senior Center, in the Mary Lou 
Rice room. Please do not arrive before 11:30 
a.m., as there are programs in that room. Note: 
You are not eligible if you are already receiving 
Meals-on-Wheels. You must register one week 
in advance for a Grab-and-Go Meal. For infor-
mation, or to sign up, call at 860-342-6761.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance fit-
ness, 10:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Journey, 
9:30-11 a.m. – making fleece teddy bears for 
cancer patients; donations are sought of light 
fleece, one yard or more for making teddy bears 
for cancer patients throughout Connecticut. If 

you would like to donate, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Lessons, 9:30 a.m.-noon (to reg-
ister, email bivenne@yahoo.com); Hearing 
Clinic, 11 a.m.; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; 
setback, 1 p.m. Wednesday: AARP Tax Prepa-
ration, appointments from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (last 
appointment at noon, to register call Lynn or 
Alexis at 860-342-6760); Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 
a.m.; Social Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m., 
multipurpose room; Tai Chi Qigong, 1 p.m. 
Thursday: Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; New Cardio 
Drumming, 10:15 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; 
Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: Light aerobics, 9:30 
a.m.

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration 
is necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

Historical Society’s Annual Meeting Rescheduled
The Portland Historical Society has resched-

uled its annual meeting for election of officers 
and executive board members to Saturday, Feb. 
25, at 2 p.m., in the Portland Public Library’s 
Mary Flood Room. 

After a brief update on society activities 
around town as well as at the museum on Main 
Street, restoration architect Alain Munkittrick 
will present a program related to his newly-re-
leased book Historic Homes of the Connecticut 
River Valley (published recently by Arcadia for 
its “Images of America” series). Munkittrick is 
an architect, architectural historian and advo-
cate for historic preservation. In this book, he 

curates historic photographs from the archives 
of local historical societies, museums, libraries, 
and private collections throughout the valley. 

Also at the meeting, Munkittrick will update 
the society on the three historic houses being 
preserved at Brainerd Place. 

Autographed copies of his book will be avail-
able for sale with a percentage going to support 
the mission of the Portland Historical Society. 
Several local residents and groups will be rec-
ognized for their role in helping to preserve 
Portland’s history in 2022. 

All are invited to attend this annual business 
meeting. Light refreshments will be served.

Museum Celebrates 
Black History

As part of Black History Month, the Ruth 
Callander House Museum of Portland His-
tory will be featuring three emancipation 
stories of Portland residents from the 18th, 
19th and 20th centuries.

There will be a brief presentation about 
the research being done by Historical Soci-
ety volunteers to learn more about this his-
tory of Portland’s Black community. 

The museum, located at 492 Main St., will 
be open from 2-4 p.m. this Sunday, Feb. 12. 

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School has announced kinder-

garten registration for the 2023-24 school year. 
Parents/guardians whose children will be 

five years of age on or before Jan. 1, 2024, 
should contact Valley View School at pgross@
portlandct.us to indicate you will register your 
child for kindergarten.  Provide your child’s full 
name, phone number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.

Resident Graduates
Jenna Rothermel of Portland recently gradu-

ated from Youngstown State University in 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Rothermel earned a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree in business leadership.

Dean’s List
Portland resident Kelly Talerico made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at Endicott College in Bev-
erly, Mass.

Talerico is a nursing major and daughter of 
Dawn and Richard Talerico.

United Methodist
Church News

Portland United Methodist Church, located 
at 381 Main St., holds in-person worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. All are invited. Masks required 
for those not fully vaccinated. Pastor is the Rev. 
Judith Johnson-Siebold.

A Fourth Sunday weekly Communion ser-
vice at 1 p.m. replaces the regular 9 a.m. service 
on those Sundays. 

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are vaccinated may remove their 
masks. All who are not fully vaccinated are 
asked to wear their masks.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there will also be 
a gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 

experience is required. All are welcome. 
Check out more information, the church’s 

calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

Local Man Charged with 
Ghost Gun, Illegal Shooting
By Jack Lakowsky

At the end of January, Portland police ar-
rested South Road resident Thomas Pepe, 
48, for alleged ghost gun possession, illegal 
shooting while intoxicated, and several other 
crimes, declaring Pepe a threat to others and 
himself. 

One of the guns seized, police said, was an 
AR-15 style rifle. 

In a warrant, police said Pepe has a history 
of alcohol abuse, saying the incident began 
when a driver for a rehabilitation clinic arrived 
to pick up Pepe for treatment. 

When the driver arrived at Pepe’s home 
Pepe became belligerent, police reported. 
Pepe is accused of firing rounds from a 9 
mm pistol. The driver, after leaving to safety, 
called police to request a wellness check. 

Two officers responded. At the scene police 
said Pepe was “showing signs of intoxication” 
and admitted shooting in his driveway. Police 
said Pepe was disheveled, “pants unzipped,” 
unstable on his feet and smelled of alcohol. 

Pepe said he shot at “two mob guys” to 
scare them off. Police said they found 9 mm 
casings in Pepe’s driveway. 

Pepe consented to a search of his home. Po-

lice allege Pepe had a 9 mm ghost gun, with 
no serial number, and high-capacity maga-
zines. 

Police reported a seizure of dozens of 
weapons, including an AR-15 style rifle, a 
12-gauge shotgun with no serial number, mul-
tiple other shotguns, and thousands of rounds 
of ammunition, and several pistols. 

Police spoke to Pepe’s neighbor, who said 
he heard about four shots go off, and that he 
(the neighbor) knew of no injuries or property 
damage. 

Police said they looked into Pepe and found 
a pistol permit expired for 13 years. While 
Pepe had no criminal record in Connecticut, 
he has two past arrests in both Vermont and 
Florida. 

Charges for Pepe include breach of peace, 
reckless endangerment, illegal firearm posses-
sion while intoxicated, illegal discharge of a 
gun, and possession of a high-capacity maga-
zine, which includes two felonies. 

Pepe was transported to the Portland Police 
Department, released on a $5,000 bond. His 
next court date is Feb. 17.

Dean’s List
The following Portland residents made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode 
Island:

Katelin Binezewski, Giuliana Discenza, Ka-
tie Dougherty, Julianne Favale, Carly Graves, 
Brandon Masal and Jenna Randazzo.

Little League 
Registration

Portland Little League Registration for the 
spring season and winter clinics runs through 
March 1. There are baseball and softball pro-
grams offered for players ages 5 through 14. 

Visit www.portlandctlittleleague.com to 
register.  

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin



NEWS BULLETIN • February 10, 2023 Page 11

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

25 Silver Street, Portland
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NEW HOURS:
Sat. 9-2 • Wed. 9-6
Thurs. & Fri. 9-5

Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services, www.facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth 
or www.Instagram.com/PortlandCTYouth, or 
contact Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.
org or 860-342-6758. To receive email updates 
about YFS programs and events, sign up at ee-
purl.com/h5m35f.

Afterschool Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, Feb. 
14, from 2:30-4:30 p.m., on the first floor of the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265 Main St. 
This is time for students to come after school and 
do some semi-structured art. Come when you 
want, and stay as long as you want.

Drop-In & Draw Meet-Up: Friday, Feb. 17, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., at the BFCC. This month, 
make a patriotic popsicle stick gnome for Presi-
dents Day.

Prevention & Wellness Council: Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at BFCC. Help work as 
a community on youth substance use prevention, 
positive mental health, and making Portland a 
recovery-friendly community. Contact Revicki 
or just show up if you’re interested in joining in.

Youth LGBTQ+ Drop-In Night: Wednes-
day, March 1, 6-8 p.m., at Portland Library, 20 
Freestone Ave. There will be games and snacks 
and other ways to have fun and just de-stress for 
a bit.

Youth & Adult Leadership Training: Tues-
day, March 7, 6-7:30 p.m., at a location to be de-
termined. In this follow-up to the Youth Listen-
ing Circles, YFS will invite youth back, as well 
as anyone else interested in some leadership and 
development on culture, diversity, equality, and 
other issues facing the community. RSVPs en-
couraged; contact Revicki to sign up.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: 
The library will be closed Monday, Feb. 20, for 
Presidents Day.

Tax forms: The library has copies of 1040 
and 1040-SR tax forms. Find a federal instruc-
tion booklet and a state tax form. You may also 
request printing of other forms and instructions.

Youth Programs: Winter Reading Chal-
lenge: Smitten with Mittens: Runs through 
Friday, March 3. This year’s theme is inspired 
by Jan Brett’s picture book version of the clas-
sic folk tale “The Mitten.” Visit the library for 
a mitten to color and hang on the library bul-
letin board. Each time you check out materials 
in January and February (up to once per day), 
the library will add a new winter animal to your 
mitten. Once you’ve added all eight animals 
from the story, you will have completed the 
challenge and will win a small prize.

Drop-In Playdates: Thursdays through Feb. 
23 (no program Feb. 16), at 10:30 a.m. Children 
ages birth to 5 and their caregivers are invited 
for an hour of socialization and open play with 
the story room toys. No registration is required.

Winter Storytimes: The schedule is: Pre-
school Storytime, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
through Feb. 28; Storytime for Toddlers and 
Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, Wednesdays 
at 10:15 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. through March 1.

Minecraft Unplugged: Thursday, Feb. 23, 
3:30 p.m. Grades 3-5 are invited for some Mine-
craft-themed offline games, crafts, challenges 
and more. Space is limited.

Family Fort Night and Nocturnal Animal 
Hunt: Friday, Feb. 10, 5:30 p.m. Come after the 
library has closed to create your own cozy read-
ing den, enjoy a bear-themed snack, and search 
the library once the lights go out for some ani-
mals hiding in the book stacks. Registration is 
required and space is limited.

Family Craft Night: Foam Mitten Wreath: 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m. Make custom 
foam mitten wreaths. This activity has steps 
that are appropriate for all ages, but a parent or 
guardian must be with children to help with su-

pervision. Space is limited.
Readers’ Theater: The Mitten: Tuesday, 

Feb. 21, 1-2:30 p.m., for grades K-3. Everyone 
will be assigned a part and given a script when 
they arrive. Kids will then play some theater 
games and be ready to put on a performance for 
friends and family by 2 p.m. Space is limited.

Wildlife in Winter: Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 
a.m. Staff from the White Memorial Conserva-
tion Center will discuss a variety of ways that 
animals survive the winter, from staying ac-
tive to migrating to hibernating. There will be 
a story, some props and even some local animal 
friends. Space is limited.

Monster Mitten Craft and Valentine 
Snack: Monday, Feb. 13, 3:30 p.m. Create a 
sweet or scary mitten friend while snacking on 
some Valentine treats. Registration is required.

Adult Programs: Mitten Tree: Bring in 
mittens and gloves for children or adults to be 
distributed by the Portland Food Bank.

Book Discussions: Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 1 p.m. The Stills by 
Jess Montgomery will be discussed. TAB – 
Talk About Books: Tuesday, March 7, 1 p.m. 
The Women’s March by Chiaverini will be dis-
cussed.

Black History Month Programs: Who We 
Are: Monday, Feb. 13, 6 p.m. This documen-
tary will be shown, followed by a discussion. 
Summer of Soul: Thursday, Feb. 23, 1 p.m. 
This is the award-winning film about the 1969 
Harlem Cultural Festival.

Seed Library: Will soon be available for gar-
den enthusiasts, whether beginner or seasoned. 
You will find free seeds available for your gar-
den. Have some leftover seeds? Donations are 
welcome. For more information, call Jan Nocek 
at 860-342-6771.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com. For more informa-
tion, call 860-342-6757 or email adionne@
portlandct.org.

Adult Drop-In Programs: Tai Chi for Long 
Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Satur-
days, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at Buck-Foreman Com-
munity Center. Drop-in fee is $7 per session.

Volleyball: Wednesdays at Gildersleeve 
School. Non-competitive play is 5-6:30 p.m., 
and competitive play is 6:30-8 p.m. 

Drop-In Basketball: Men play Tuesdays, 
7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle School, and 
women play Mondays, 7:30-9 p.m., also at the 
middle school. 

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Inter-
mediate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend 
is $18 a day. There are currently openings for 
January, purchase a Kids’ Blast membership on 
the Parks and Rec. website, email adionne@
portlandct.org or call 860-342-6757. 

Boat America – Online Boating Safety 
Course: This eight-hour course is taught by 
qualified members of the United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, and completion will give you 
the knowledge and a Completion Certificate 
needed to obtain a boater’s license/certification 
in many states. There will be one course taught 
in March and one taught in April. March course 
dates: 3/14 and 3/15, 6:30-9 p.m., and 3/21, 
6:30-9:30 p.m. April dates: 4/18 and 4/19, 6:30-
9 p.m., and 4/25, 6:30-9:30 p.m. All classes 
held via Zoom. Cost: $65 per course

A Second Chance CPR and First Aid 
Training: A Second Chance will be CPR and 
First Aid Training will run a two-day Babysit-
ting Course for children 12 and up on March 9 
and 10, and a Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid 
Course for adults on March 25. If interested in 
registering for these classes and becoming CPR 
and First Aid Certified by the American Heart 
Association, check the Parks and Rec. website 
or contact the Parks and Rec. office.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor is 
the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 

website for more information.
Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 

Antonelle for an appointment.
Other Programs: For information on faith 

formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Exchange Club Seeks
New Members

The Exchange Club of Portland is looking for 
new members. 

The Exchange holds various events year-
round that contribute towards area organiza-
tions in supporting the club’s effort to helping 
others in need. The club also annually gives out 
the John Goodrich Scholarship to an area high 
school senior, and contributes to other local 
scholarship programs.

If interested in joining, visit www.portland-
exchange.org for more information.

Class of ‘73 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1973 will 

celebrate its 50th reunion Friday, May 12, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m., at the Red Fox Restaurant 
in Middletown.

All 1973 graduates from Portland High 
School Class of ‘73 and their spouses, partners 
or significant others are invited to attend. The 
cost is $65 per person, and includes a buffet din-
ner, music, memories and more. There will be 
a cash bar. 

The reunion planning committee is still 
searching for contact information for several 
classmates. If you have not been contacted or 
know a classmate who has not yet been con-
tacted and is interested in attending, please call 
or text Don Milardo at 508-259-5526 or Diane 
(Kollias) Bascom at 860-985-1861 for more in-
formation and/or to request an invitation.  

Dean’s List
Portland residents Patrick Dandeneau, Justin 

Kapoor, Jenna Lastrina and Brooke Ryan made 
the fall 2022 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac Univer-
sity in Hamden.

 Coach of the Year… Portland Soccer 
Club’s Evan Yardis has been named 
Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 
Boys Competitive Coach of the Year 
for 2022. The CJSA recognized Yardis 
with the award at its annual dinner and 
awards ceremony in Bristol on Friday, 
Jan. 27. Yardis, who’s shown here with 
his son Easton, coached a recreational 
team in addition to a travel team, and 
he volunteered for the Saturday morn-
ing Rec Program’s field set-up.

Brownstone Quorum 
Annual Meeting

The Brownstone Quorum annual meeting 
will be held Monday, April 24, at 7 p.m., in the 
Mary Flood Room at Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave. 

The meeting to elect officers and present 
awards will be followed by a presentation by 
David DeLucia, past president of the Ct. Cactus 
and Succulents society, on cacti and succulents 
in Connecticut.

The public is invited, and light refreshments 
will be served following the presentation.

KoC Baby Shower
The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Co-

lumbus will hold its annual Baby Shower 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 11 and 12. All 
items donated at the Gathering Space at the 
Church of St. Mary will be shared with the 
local Portland Food Bank, and Birthright.

Birthright provides a wide range of sup-
port services for expecting and new mothers, 
including no-cost non-judgmental pregnancy 
testing, prenatal health care, and maternity/
baby supplies.

Donations should be new and unwrapped. 

Items needed include diapers, sleepers, blan-
kets, rattles, bibs, bath towels, wipes, lotion, 
shampoo, bottles, baby bath items, pacifiers, 
comb and brush sets, socks, stuffed animals, 
blanket sleepers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, 
diaper bags and booties.

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations 
will also be available. Donations can also be 
mailed to Freestone Council, PO Box 7, Port-
land CT 06480.

For more information, call David Shovlin at 
860-342-4259.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
OR

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 2/16/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Dine In or Take Out

DINE IN 
OPEN
NOW!

Schools Chief Calls for 9% Budget Increase
By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester Superintendent of Schools Daniel 
Sullivan III on Tuesday presented the district’s 
budget proposal for the 2023-24 fiscal year, 
calling for a substantial increase in spending. 

The proposal is for $45.8 million — an in-
crease of $3.77 million or 8.99% from the cur-
rent budget.

Sullivan emphasized that in order to maintain 
the status-quo of the district’s current services, 
the proposal would’ve required a 14% increase, 
which was unworkable. He cautioned the school 
board on making any further cuts, warning that 
this was a “critical point for our schools.”

 The presentation officially launched the 
town’s budget season and was the first major 
opportunity for Sullivan to address the com-
munity since taking over as superintendent in 
January.

Sullivan led the presentation along with As-
sistant Superintendent of Schools Charles Hew-
es. The school board will provide feedback dur-
ing a budget workshop next Tuesday, but Board 
of Education Chairman Alexander Oliphant 
briefly addressed Sullivan prior to adjourning 
the meeting, stating that he “came up with a re-
ally good presentation.”

The head of schools acknowledged that the 
proposal was a drastic increase, primarily a re-
sult of inflation, expiring grants and contractual 
obligations. From 2013-23, the average educa-
tion budget proposal typically called for a 2% 
increase, with the town untimely approving an 
even lower amount.

“There’s a proud tradition in Colchester,” he 
said, adding that his goal was to elevate the dis-
trict’s reputation to where it once stood.

As expected, salaries and benefits make up 
of the majority of the budget at $27.8 million. 
Special education costs amount for $10.7 mil-
lion. Those two areas alone represent over 75% 
of the total budget.

Sullivan and Hewes alternated through the 
slideshow presentation, highlighting three main 
levels of focus including student wellness, lost 
learning from the pandemic and school safety. 
To tackle these areas, they outlined several ini-
tiatives, although dollar amounts were not at-

tached. 
With school safety, an area Sullivan previ-

ously stated would be examined further and re-
solved through all the town stakeholders, a few 
possible ideas were proposed. 

While there’s cameras at all of the district’s 
schools, they should be attended to and moni-
tored at all times, Sullivan said. One of the 
schools, William J. Johnston Middle School, 
currently needs a greeter, as well.

Additionally, Sullivan stated that all of the 
schools need safety officers as well as more 
support for the district’s current school resource 
officer, who splits time across the four schools. 
He suggested that the town’s police department 
could potentially provide some coverage to as-
sist that officer. 

Last year, Interim Superintendent of Schools 
T.Y McDowell sent out a survey to the commu-
nity to gauge interest in adding armed security 
at the schools. Over 65% of respondents were in 
favor of the addition.

“It’s staring us in the face,” McDowell said 
before the start of the school year, referring to 
school security. “It’s the world we’re living in.”

During the pandemic, the district has relied 
partially on stimulus grant funding, which was 
primary used to maintain services and keep stu-
dents up to date with learning. From 2019-21, 
student proficiency rates dropped: literacy went 
down by 7%, while math and science both de-
creased 4%.

Hewes explained that for this budget propos-
al, grant funding that was used for summer pro-
gramming and tutoring, as well as some salaries 
— nearly a million dollars during that period 
— was lapsing.

Numerous positions that were grant-fund-
ed are returning to the operational budget, he 
said. Some of these jobs include a kindergarten 
teacher, a preschool teacher and a special edu-
cation teacher.

While there are a couple positions that will 
be added through grant funding, some “difficult 
decisions” were made in the proposal. 

Included in the list of cuts are four certified 
secondary staff, one certified elementary posi-

tion, three non-certified positions, a central of-
ficer director, and 3.5 classified positions. There 
are also two position requests that are going un-
fulfilled. 

The growth to the school budget, if all other 
town factors remained the same, would result 
in a tax increase of around $430 per household, 
according the presentation. 

Sullivan emphasized that overall, this propos-
al was “fiscally responsible” and is representa-
tive of challenges caused by outside factors. 

Apart from increases in salaries, employee 
insurance jumped from $3.82 million to $4.33 
million — a $509,392 increase.

Pupil services increased from $376,413 to 
$1.02 million — a $652,412 spike.

Another increase was for pupil transpiration 
— increasing from $2.28 million to $2.62 mil-
lion, a $341,244 rise, or nearly 15%.

Sullivan and Hewes will start conversations 
with the school board next week with the goal 
or presenting a board-approved proposal to the 
Board of Finance early next month.

After Sullivan was hired last year, Oliphant 
stated that the new schools chief was an “ex-
cellent communicator” whose skills would be 
valuable during the budget process.

“Dan will bring a collaborative problem-solv-
ing style to the district as well as fresh ideas on 
making the BOE budget proposal easier for the 
public to understand,” he said. “Both of these 

abilities are much needed in Colchester today.”
Sullivan was previously the superintendent 

in Putnam and helped prepare a budget pre-
sentation for that district in order to facilitate a 
smooth transition with the interim superinten-
dent. 

Last month, Chris Rivers, a Democrat on the 
school board, stated that a collaboration be-
tween Sullivan and Hewes would result in the 
most effective budget presentation. 

He said the collective approach allows for the 
“fresh perspective of a new superintendent com-
ing that that’s going to have to put the budget 
that ultimately gets approved into action” along 
with the “longevity and institutional knowledge 
of Dr. Hewes of what’s been happening the past 
several years.”

During a meeting in December, Mike Hayes, 
a Democrat on the finance board, expressed that 
the previous superintendent, Jeffrey Burt, pre-
sented the budget at a public hearing one time, 
and that he’s hoping for a leader “who’s willing 
to work for us and answer questions.”

Rivers told the board that Sullivan will be 
“far more transparent than the previous super-
intendent.”

He was “optimistic” that the budget season 
would be different than last year.

Survey to Advise Town on Best Use of ARPA Funds 
Residents are encouraged to complete a sur-

vey prepared by a town advisory committee to 
help guide the Board of Selectmen on the best 
use of about $2.3 million in funds remaining 
from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).

Compiled by the ARPA Advisory Ad-Hoc 
Committee, working in conjunction with the 
Board of Selectmen, the survey asks residents 
to select between six and 10 projects out of 
17 applications submitted by town department 
managers. Projects under consideration include:

-Funds to staff a family empowerment pro-
gram through C3 – Collaborative for Colches-
ter’s Children;

-Equipment and apparatus for the new fire 
trucks funded at referendum last year;

-Upgrade of the fire department radio system;
-Replacement of the tennis courts on Old He-

bron Road;
-A new skate park;
-New parking lots and catch basins at the Old 

Hartford Road firehouse;
-New social services grant program for resi-

dents in need;
-Replacement of the Town Hall roof;
-Replacement of HVAC system and heat 

pumps at Town Hall;
-Extension of the new natural gas lines to 

Town Hall;
-Site work at Norton Park;
-Painting and repairs to the water tower at 

Highland Woods;
-Construction of a parking lot on open space 

property off Route 16;

-Installation of a new irrigation system and 
new wells for several fields at the recreation 
complex;

-Creation of a community parking lot on 
town-owned land with access to Hayward Av-
enue and the town green;

-New youth center;
-Expansion of office space for the police de-

partment.
In addition to passing along the survey results 

to the Board of Selectmen, the ARPA commit-
tee will be finalizing and ranking the municipal 
projects for funding approval by the select-
men. The committee has spent the past several 
months reviewing the project applications in 
great detail.

Of the $4.68 million the town received in 
ARPA funds, $1 million was used to support lo-
cal businesses recover from the impact of CO-
VID-19, and about $200,000 was distributed to 
community non-profits.

About $1.1 million in funds have already 
been approved by the current and prior Board 
of Selectmen for municipal projects including 
hybrid meeting room technology at Town Hall, 
new playground equipment, new roofs for the 
Westchester firehouse and youth center, and 
youth counseling programs.

In addition to being able fill out the survey 
online through the town website, hard copies 
are available at Town Hall, the senior center and 
Cragin Memorial Library. Residents are asked 
to complete the survey no later than Feb. 20.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Monday, Feb. 13: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise with Anne, CoA meeting (Town Hall); 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Pet Therapy; 11 a.m., Learn 
to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mahjong; 12:45 p.m., set-
back; 1 p.m., bridge. 

Tuesday, Feb. 14: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Regional LTC 
Ombudsman meeting; 10:30-11:30 a.m., Blood 
Pressure Clinic/Presentation; 12:30 p.m., Pi-
nochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC meet-
ing (Zoom). 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit; 11 a.m., Luv Bug Valentine’s Day 

Luncheon.
Thursday, Feb. 9: 9 a.m., Exercise with 

Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 10:30 
a.m., Shopping Trip; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11 a.m., 
Pizza and a Movie; noon, Chair Massage; 12:30 
p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet. 

Friday, Feb. 17: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., AARP 
Tax Aide by appointment only; 10 a.m., Sit 
& Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; 1 p.m., Tech Time with Harry; 1:30 p.m., 
Bingo. 

Upcoming Programs: Block-Printed Apron 
Craft Session: Tuesday, Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m. All 
are invited to come and design an apron using 
various textile stamps and fabric paint. Both flo-
ral and geometric stamps will be provided. Cost 
is $10 includes an adult-sized canvas apron, use 
of stamps and paint. Space is limited. Register 
by Feb. 17.

Resident Joins Real Estate Team
Carl Guild & Associ-

ates has announced the 
addition of Liz Kessler 
to its team of real estate 
professionals.

As a lifelong resident 
of Colchester, Kessler 
has over 15 years of lo-
cal municipal experience 
and seven years of run-
ning a family business. 

“We are thrilled to welcome Liz to the team,” 
said Carl Guild, Owner of Carl Guild & Associ-

ates. “Her extensive experience, passion for real 
estate, and dedication to her clients will make 
her an invaluable asset to our agency.”

Kessler said she is eager to start her real es-
tate career and is ready to help her clients with 
all of their real estate needs. “I am honored to 
join such a reputable agency and look forward 
to working with my clients to help them achieve 
their real estate goals,” she said.

For more information about Carl Guild & 
Associates, or to schedule a consultation with 
Kessler, call 860-367-5888 or email lizkessler-
realtor@gmail.com.
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

Houses are selling fast and we are almost sold out again!

SPRING 
IS IN THE 

AIR??

Call Us For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

RE2-10-23

860-603-2474

 The cast of the Colchester Community Theatre’s production of Young Frankenstein 
rehearses earlier this week for next weekend’s show. 

Community Theatre Celebrates 25th Show
By Michael Sinkewicz

Following a brief hiatus due to the pandemic, 
the Colchester Community Theatre is returning 
with a milestone presentation of Young Fran-
kenstein next week, the group’s 25th full-length 
musical production. 

Performances of the musical comedy, origi-
nally created by Mel Brooks and adapted from 
his 1974 movie of the same name, will be held 
at the Bacon Academy auditorium next week-
end, Feb. 17-19. Showtimes are Friday at 7 
p.m., Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and Sunday 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets can be bought in-person at the Wag-
ging Tails Pet Shop and at the Cabinet of Curi-
osities. They’re also available online at www.
showtix4u.com/events/1750. Prices are $18 for 
adults and $14 for seniors (65+) and children 
(age 12 and under). Preferred seating tickets are 
available for $28 each.

This week, the Rivereast caught up with 
the showrunners and cast as opening night ap-
proaches. As the crew worked through an eve-
ning rehearsal, it was clear that the performance 
would be both hilarious and pleasing to audi-
ences, who have flocked to past productions 
with lofty expectations. 

However, the organization is fearful that 
its sponsorship by the town is coming to end, 
which may close the curtain on the theatre in-
definitely. 

Diane Ozmun, president of the Colchester 
Community Theatre, said it “felt like the rug 
had been pulled out from under us.”

More information on the future of the theatre 
will be included in next week’s Rivereast. 

A Milestone Production
Ozmun, who is also performing in the show, 

is “ecstatic” about the organization’s milestone 
production. For her, the theatre has always 
played in integral role in the community, and 
for the 25th time, her group will dazzle audi-
ences.

“It’s finally really happening,” she said. 
“You’re always excited to do a show but this is 
beyond that. This show is funny, whacky and 
crazy. It’s got all of these pieces that people just 
need on the other side of these pandemic years.”

Perhaps one of the defining qualities of group 
is the magic that goes into brewing a masterful 
performance. Her goal is always to help bring 
the show to the “next level,” but sometimes, like 
this year, there’s more coming together. 

“It’s awesome to have this group of people 
who work their everyday jobs and have their ev-
eryday lives and then come here with this cre-
ativity,” she said. “It’s a whole different level of 
energy that’s pushing it.”

The emotions that come along with a major 
milestone, as well as a post-COVID show, are 
almost inescapable.

“We’ve just missed it so much,” Ozmun ex-
pressed. 

Wallis Johnson, the show’s director and a 
co-founder of the organization, reflected on the 
“magical” journey the group has embarked on.

“For all of our 25 years, the town of Colches-
ter and our local businesses and local commu-
nity members have always supported us,” she 
said. “There’s a lot of celebrate. For me, I’m 
just really excited for the show. I’m excited to 

have people back with us and us with them.”
Johnson said she’s involved in all of the 

group’s big productions and the children’s sum-
mer theatre workshop.

Each summer, she said, anywhere from 50 
to 100 kids participate in a two-week program 
where they learn “all aspects of theatre,” includ-
ing music, dancing, acting and prop building. 
Then, at the end of the program, the kids put 
on a full-length musical production that they act 
out on stage. 

In addition, Johnson stated that the organiza-
tion routinely participates in town events, such 
as the Memorial Day Parade. 

“We do a lot of give back to the community,” 
she said. 

Jim Metzler, a Manchester resident who 
plays the “Monster,” has been participating in 
the Colchester Community Theatre since 2010, 
when he played the beast. For more than 35 
years, Metzler has worked in computer support, 
but theatre is what he does for fun, and there’s a 
reason he continues to work with this organiza-
tion.

“From the very first show that I did, they 
were always very welcoming,” he said. “I was 
welcomed in and they made me feel comfort-
able and gave me the support that I needed to do 
a good job with that role. That was a big role to 
start off with and they were there for me.”

Show Preview
Originally, the production was going to be 

staged two years ago, Johnson explained, but 
the COVID numbers spiked and then there was 
an oil spill at Bacon Academy, which would’ve 
shut down the show regardless. Still, a theatre 
committee voted for Young Frankenstein, a 
choice that the crew was excited to revisit.

The guarantee seems to be that this show will 
be very, very funny.

“I mean it’s Mel Brooks,” Johnson joked. 
“It’s also risqué. We have some really awesome 
special effects, so that’s going to be a lot of fun. 
We’re hoping to give people a bunch of laughs, 
which we can all use.”

Fans will be happy to know that classic num-
bers like “Puttin’ on the Ritz” are included 
in the performance, which Johnson called a 
“showstopper.” 

Ozmun stated that as the production was or-
ganized, they had to reach out to all the people 
in the original cast and then auctions were re-
opened for those who might’ve missed out ini-
tially.

Rehearsals started at the beginning of Janu-
ary and the turnaround is between 6-7 weeks. 
The group is accustomed to the fast pace, which 
involves around 3 rehearsals per week.

“There’s a formula to it that just kind of 
works,” Ozmun said. “Wallis is very in tune 
with that formula.”

Metzler acknowledged that the schedule can 
be challenging, but it also motivates the actors.

“It lets you prepare more yourself and bring 
in the ideas and see if they flop,” he said. “In 
other situations, you have the director’s view 
and you kind of absorb that view and it becomes 
yours.”

While there aren’t any professional actors, 
there are undoubtedly different degrees of ex-
perience sprinkled throughout the production. 
Some are high school students participating in 
their first show, another is a Vietnam War vet-
eran. They all come together to form a cohesive 
cast and crew.

“The goal is always to elevate everybody a 
little bit,” Johnson said, adding that each show 
reaches a higher level. “I love teaching people 
and that kind of comes into play here. I also no-
tice that the actors help teach each other, which 
is also a wonderful thing because it builds a 
tighter community on the stage.”

Johnson never reviews past videos of the 
production she’s tackling with her group. She 
blocks the entire show before allowing herself 
to see how other artists interpreted a scene or 
sculpted a character. As she reads the script, 
a movie begins playing in her head and that’s 
what hopefully transfers to the stage.

“I don’t want to copy what’s already been 
done,” she said. “I want our own show.”

After COVID, Metzler wanted to be involved 
with a show and saw that Colchester was taking 
on Young Frankenstein — a movie he loves.

 “I came down and said I’d just like to partici-
pate. They said, ‘Can you make some noise?’ I 
was like, ‘Sure, I can make noise.’ I made noises 
and here I am.”

Playing the monster is a unique role, which 
makes it particularly enjoyable for Metzler. He 
explained that this character allows him to have 
more fun than past performances.

“It’s challenging because for most of the 
show, I don’t have words,” he said. “You have 
to rely on everything else that you have to get 
points across, like physical acting and lots of 
noise.”

Embracing a role like that can be somewhat 
daunting, he added, and it’s important to al-
low your instincts to take over. At rehearsal, 
if something doesn’t exactly mesh, then it can 
easily be changed.

“I’ve worked with Wallis several times be-
fore and what I’ve found is if you have an idea, 
you try it, and if she doesn’t like, she’ll let you 
know,” he said. “But otherwise, she gives you 
the freedom to put up on stage what you see as 
that character being.”

Ultimately, Metzler is focused on enjoying 
his brief stint as a monster.

“You get to be something else for a few hours 
a night and a few weekends a year, you’re that 
character,” he said, adding that spoiler alert, 
he does eventually get to sing at the end of the 
show. 

He embraces the opportunity to be a part of 
the theatre, and meet a variety of people from 
different backgrounds who all have something 
to share and pass along. 

“Everything is different and everyone comes 
in with a different set of skills,” he said. “You 
get a mix and you’re always learning from other 
people how to improve yourself.”

Ozmun, who plays “Frau Blucher,” said she 
is “thrilled” to be involved. 

“I’m playing a crazy role and it’s always fun 
to play a part that’s nothing like your person-
ality, at least I don’t think she’s like my per-
sonality,” she said. “I get nervous offstage. In 
the wings, I’m thinking I’m going to forget my 
lines but as soon as I step out and say my first 
line, I forget all about it.”

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice will be broadcast via Facebook Live each 
Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship videos are at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the Wor-
ship tab. Updated information is also on the 
church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held dur-

ing worship from September through June. 
Children in grades pre-K through 8 are wel-
come. The nursery is located just off the sanctu-
ary. Visit the church website for more informa-
tion and to register youth for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in 
the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Lions Accepting
Grant Applications

The Colchester Lions Club is now accepting 
applications for grant requests from community 
groups and organizations, in preparation for its 
annual Community Night of Giving in April.

Organizations should be prepared to demon-
strate how the funds would be used to benefit 
the community. Applications can be found at 
colchesterlions.org, or may be obtained in writ-
ing: Colchester Lions Club, P.O. Box 423, Col-
chester, CT 06415. 

Completed applications must be submitted 
by March 15.

Project Graduation 
Fundraiser

For the entire month of February, when you 
purchase a reusable Community Bag at the Big 
Y located at 7 East Hampton Rd., Marlborough, 
$1 will be donated to Bacon Academy Project 
Graduation.

The goal is to sell 200 bags.
The mission of Bacon Academy Project 

Graduation is to provide drug- and alcohol-free 
events for all graduating seniors of Bacon Acad-
emy. Direct donations are always welcome. 

For more information, visit baconacademy-
projectgrad.org or look for “Bacon Academy 
Project Graduation” on Facebook.
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Colchester 
Florist

(860) 537-5506
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5

215 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT
(located with Dominick & Sons Monuments)
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The Best Selection of Valentine’s 
Flowers & Arrangements!

Don’t Forget Your Sweetheart!
OPEN Sat., Feb. 11th 9am-3pm & Sun., Feb. 12th 9am-1pm

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

232 S. Main St., Colchester

860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

ATTENTION BUYERS: New “Forgiveable” Down 
Payment Loan Available up to $50,000 0% Mortgage

Restriction Apply – 3 years minimum prior CT residency. Up to 5% allowable
closing costs, median income criteria, call for complete details
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4 BED BRICK COLONIAL

132 West Rd. – Massive 3 car 
garage, 4 beds, 2.5 baths H/W, 
tile, open floor plan. 2 hours 
to NY and Boston, close to 

COLCHESTER  $624,900

For a private showing call/text
Nick Long 860-334-2368

amenities. 

REDUCED!
4+ BED 3 BATH W/ SOLAR

COMING SOON! LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

59 Salem Ridge Dr. – Merging family 
or need a larger home on a quiet 
culdesac with solar in place offering 
handicap features, newer mechanicals 
& roof with huge heated enclosed rear 
porch – you’ve found it. Over 3100 sq 

65 Ethel Acres Rd. – Start with a 4 
bay heated garage. Huge great room 
with 10’ beamed ceiling set up for 
home theater, 4 bedroom 3 full baths, 
updated kitchen with maple cabinets, 
granite and stainless, huge rec room 

89 Foster St. – 4 Bedroom, 2 full 
bath with possible in-law with private 
entrance. Just listed. Priced under 
similar neighborhood homes by $20 
to $25K just needs some paint and 
TLC.

SALEM $379,900

SALEM $389,900 NEWINGTON $269,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

ft 4-6 bed Colonial. Come see this home soon!

with wet bar and negotiable pool table. See it soon! 

Call Us To Get You 
Someplace

Warm & Toasty!

661-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994
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Man Killed by Falling Tree
By Michael Sinkewicz

A Colchester man died last week after be-
ing struck by a falling tree during a powerful 
winter storm. 

Police identified the man as 52-year-old 
Jody Fellows.

Troop K responded to a scene on Clark 
Road at around 12:30 p.m. on Feb. 4, where 
they found Fellows unresponsive in the 
woods besides the residence. 

According to police, Fellows had been 
cutting down trees with his brother when he 

struck. The medical examiner responded to 
the scene and there is no criminal aspect. 

First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos ex-
pressed his condolences in a statement on 
Facebook.

“Our hearts go out to the family and loved 
ones affected by today’s tragedy,” Bisbikos 
said. “As a community, we send you our 
deepest prayers and sympathies. May their 
memory be eternal.”

Upcoming Programs at Cragin
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., 

has announced the following programs. For 
more information, call 860-537-5752 or visit 
www.colchesterct.gov/library.

Celebrating Black Inventors: Take and 
Make Crafts: Mondays in February, stop by 
the Children’s Department to pick up craft kits 
that teach kids about Black inventors and their 
inventions. 

In-Person: Valentine Cards: Monday and 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 and 14, all day. Drop in to the 
children’s department and make someone spe-
cial a Valentine’s Day card.

In-Person: STEAM Challenge: Wednes-
day, Feb. 15, 6-7 p.m. All ages are invited to the 
children’s department for a gumdrop STEAM 
challenge.

Teen Craft: Foam Clay: Thursday, Feb. 16, 
3-3:45 p.m., for grades 6-12. Stop by the teen 
room for a craft. 

Starting a Vegetable Garden: Thursday, 
Feb. 16, 6 p.m.: Wellstone Farm operator, and 
Master Gardener instructor, Ian Gibson will 
present.

Teen Gaming: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 3-4 p.m., 
for grades 6-12. Try a new game or play with 
friends on the Nintendo Switch.

Game Night: Thursday, Feb. 23, 6-7:30 
p.m. Come by with your family (or a group 
of friends) to try out board games from the li-
brary’s collection. Snacks and games provided.

Cragin Craft Swap: Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Bring in unwanted craft sup-
plies to the library Wednesday, Feb. 15, through 
Thursday, Feb. 23, and then come for a Craft 
Swap, to pick up some new-to-you supplies.

Cragin Book Club: Monday, Feb. 27, 6 
p.m., at the library. Ask at the Adult Circulation 
Desk for this month’s book. For updates on the 
program, sign up at tinyurl.com/cmlbookclub.

CYSS News & Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information and full descriptions, call 860-537-
7255 or email youthservices@colchesterct.gov. 
Register for programs online at www.colches-
terct.gov/yss.

Guiding Lights: Tuesdays through March 
28, at the Youth Center, 40 Norwich Ave. Sev-
enth-graders meet from 2:15-4:30 p.m., and 
fifth-graders from 3:15-4:30 p.m. This is a free 
peer mentoring program that connects fifth-
grade students with seventh-grade mentors on 
a one-to-one basis.

Girls Circle: Tuesdays through April 4, 
3:15-4:30 p.m., for girls in grades 4-5. In this 
free program, girls will make new friends while 
using interactive games and guided activities. 

Minds Over Matter: Thursdays through 
March 30, 2:15-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. This is 
a free group for middle school students to learn 
skills to reduce anxiety. 

Skate & Play: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m., for grades 6-10. Fee: $40. Roller-skate (or 
rollerblade) at Ron-A-Roll and then we’ll travel 

to Nomad’s Adventure Quest for laser tag, ar-
cade, bumper cars, teacups, rock wall climb-
ing and mini golf. Must wear socks and must 
bring bagged lunch (there is no option for buy-
ing food). Drop-off and pick-up are at the Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Urban Air: Friday, March 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
for grades 4-10. Fee: $42. There will be virtual 
reality, ninja obstacle courses, laser tag, tram-
poline and more. Pizza and water included. 
Complete waiver prior to trip. Drop-off and 
pick-up are at the Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Youth Center Drop-In: Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. This is a 
free program offering middle-schoolers a place 
to go after school. Kids can have a snack, play 
pool, air hockey, video games, basketball and 
more. There are also crafts, spaces to relax, and 
a reading/homework area. You do not need to 
pre-register to attend; students will receive in-
structions for online registration at their first 
visit, and they must be registered online to at-
tend again.

Lions Offering Scholarships
The Colchester Lions invite all Colchester 

residents in their senior year of high school to 
apply for one of several scholarships. 

Applications are welcome from all graduat-
ing students planning to attend any accredited 
college, university or trade school. It doesn’t 
matter if students attend public, private, charter 
or magnet high schools, or if they are home-
schooled. Applications are available through 
the Bacon Academy guidance office or at col-
chesterlions.org. 

For more information, contact Elizabeth Bes-
sette at elizabeth.a.bessette@gmail.com. Bacon 
Academy students should submit their appli-
cation to the Bacon Academy guidance office. 
All other students should email their applica-
tion to elizabeth.a.bessette@gmail.com or mail 
them to Colchester Lions Club, Attn: Scholar-
ship Committee, P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT 
06415. 

Applications must be received by Friday, 
March 10.

Garden Club Winter Sowing Activity
The Colchester Garden Club is offering a 

Take-and-Make activity on Winter Sowing. This 
free drop-in workshop will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 11, between 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. at Cra-
gin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. There 
will be a pre-selected choice of seeds available 
to plant from the Colchester Seed Library.

Winter sowing is a method of starting seeds 
in a one-gallon plastic water or milk jug which 
becomes like a miniature greenhouse, then set-
ting outdoors in winter, generally with seeds 

that require a period of cold stratification taking 
advantage of natural temperatures. This pro-
cess is easy to do with the seeds sprouting in 
early spring to be transplanted into the garden 
once threat of frost is past. All materials and in-
structions will be provided by members of the 
Colchester Garden Club. If you have questions, 
please email colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com 
and include “CGC-Winter Sowing” in the sub-
ject line.

Arts Studio to Open
The Color House, a new creative arts studio 

and artisan shop, will hold an open house-style 
grand opening celebration Saturday, Feb. 11, 
from noon-4 p.m. The studio is located on the 
back side of the Colchester town green, on the 
second floor of the Oz’NBones BBQ building. 

The Color House offers walk-in paint-your-
own pottery, classes in pottery/ceramics, can-
vas painting, private art parties, and more. The 
studio also features a shop where visitors can 
purchase handcrafted items from local artisans. 

For more information, visit www.cohoct.
com, follow on social media @thecohoct, or 
contact studio founder Tina Parsadanov at the-
cohoct@gmail.com.

Lions’ Breakfast Buffet
The Colchester Lions Breakfast Buffet will 

return to the St. Joseph’s Polish Society on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, from 7:30-11 a.m. This is a 
full breakfast with eggs, bacon, sausage, toast, 
home fries and pancakes, with juice, coffee, tea 
or water.

Pre-sale prices are $8 for adults, $6 for se-
niors, $5 for children age 5-12, and free for 
kids 4 and under. At the door, prices are $9 for 
adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for children age 5-12, 
and free for kids 4 and under. 

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Dime 
Bank, 139 S. Main St., or by calling 860-537-
1093 and leaving a message for Julie.

Polish Dinner-Dance 
Feb. 19

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society at 395 
South Main St. will host a Polish dinner-
polka dance Sunday, Feb. 19. Dinner will 
be served from 1-2 p.m., and Dennis Po-
lisky and The Maestro’s Men will perform 
from 2-6 p.m. 

The Polish dinner includes pierogies, 
golumpki, kielbasa, kapusta, rye bread, and 
butter. Tickets are $25 per person, and must 
be purchased in advance.   

For more information, call 860-537-
2550.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell-dog related items for its 
ninth annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” 

The event will be held on the Town Green on 
Sunday, May 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., and will 
feature May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs, 
and other canine entertainment. Vendor slots 
are available at $40 per booth. No charge for 
nonprofit organizations. 

Email tagnobark@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

CCO Seeks Members, 
Starts Rehearsals

The Colchester Choir and Orchestra will 
begin rehearsals Thursday, Feb. 23, at Bacon 
Academy, 611 Norwich Ave. The spring con-
cert will be Saturday, May 20, also at Bacon 
Academy. 

All are invited to join the CCO. Seats are 
open in all sections, both choir and orchestra. 
The group plays everything from pops to clas-
sical. Choir rehearses in the choir room from 
6-7:30 p.m., and orchestra rehearses in the band 
room 7:30-9 p.m.; orchestra members should 
come at 7 p.m. to warm up.

To register – half-year registration is avail-
able – go to tinyurl.com/4ysam6sw. For more 
information, visit colchesterchoirorchestra.org; 
look for Colchester Choir and Orchestra on 
Facebook; or email colchesterchoirorchestra@
gmail.com.

Local Photo Contest
Until March 15, the Edward Jones office of 

financial advisor Kevin Harris will accept pho-
tos from the town. Photos of nature, buildings, 
the town green, and whatever you think makes 
Colchester a beautiful town are all welcome. 

A winner will be chosen from each age group 
(18 & under or 19 & over) and the winning pho-
tos will be displayed in the two front windows 
of the office.

All submissions should be sent to both 
Ashleigh.krom@edwardjones.com and Kevin.
harris@edwardjones.com, and include name, 
phone number and age group. This information 
will only be used to let you know if your photo 
has been chosen; no sales calls.
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Bobcats Fencing Rebuilding Base

 Taylor Gerst (left) and Melinda McKenzie are captaining a Bacon Academy fencing 
team with a bright future.

By Josh Howard
Bacon Academy High School fencing head 

coach Max Levesque is continuing a fencing 
legacy at the school.

Levesque, a 2012 graduate of Bacon Acad-
emy, first started fencing while in high school 
under the team’s inaugural head coach David 
Comas-Diaz and is now continuing the teach-
ings of the program’s founder 

“I’m getting a feel for what best I could do 
for the kids,” said Levesque, who is in his sec-
ond season since taking over as the head coach. 
“It’s neat to be here; I do enjoy being back.”

At the turn of the century, fencing made its 
debut at the high school as a club sport under 
Comas-Diaz.

In 2015, Mike Vinickas took over the pro-
gram the same year that fencing became an offi-
cially recognized sport through the Connecticut 
High School Fencing Association.  

The following season Cooper Johnson be-
came the program’s third head coach and he 
brought in Levesque as an assistant coach in 
2017. 

Following Johnson’s departure, Levesque 
officially took the reins prior to the 2021-2022 
season. 

Vinickas and Johnson also fenced and 
learned the ropes under Comas-Diaz, making 
Leveque the fourth branch on the coaching tree 
of Comas-Diaz.

“We are all his disciples,” said Levesque, 
who attended Rochester Institute of Technology 
and fenced for the school’s club team, eventual-
ly becoming the club’s vice president for three 
years, before returning to Colchester

Now in charge at Bacon Academy, Levesque’s 
goal is to rebuild a program that previously won 
an Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) 
championship as a team and have had several 
individual conference champs from 2011-2019. 

Levesque currently has a dozen promising 
fencers on his roster, yet he does not have a 
single senior and seven are novice (first-year) 
fencers. 

Luckily he has a pair of experienced captains 
in juniors Taylor Gerst and Melinda McKenzie. 

Gerst competes as a foil, using a light rectan-
gular blade where points are scored when the tip 
of the blade lands within the torso of the body.

She first joined the team as a freshman af-
ter searching for a sport to do during the winter 
months. 

Gerst, who also plays soccer and is on the 
track team for the school, said the sport of fenc-
ing has shaped her as a person and called the 
team “a big family.” 

“Looking back, I’m two completely differ-
ent people.  I have changed both mentally and 
physically, in fencing and in general,” stated 
Gerst, who received a Sportsmanship Award at 
the conference championships a year ago.

McKenzie is an epee, using a slightly larger 
and stiffer blade where the target area is the en-
tire body.

She was selected as a Scholar-Athlete a year 
ago and said her rise through the sport has been 
swift.   

“I came in as a freshman knowing nothing 
about fencing. My only exposure to the sport 
was from books and that one scene from The 
Parent Trap,” recalled a smiling McKenzie. 
“I’ve learned so much and I’ve met a lot of re-
ally good people. I think we have a really good 
group of kids this year; it’s a really good envi-
ronment.”

Gerst and McKenzie formed a friendship 
prior to fencing, having both competed in tae-
kwondo.

The captains agreed that a lot of disciplines 
they learned in the Korean martial art sport have 
translated to fencing. 

With three years of fencing under their belts, 
they have become both leaders and successful 
in competition, each winning over 60% of their 
bouts. 

“When I decided on captains it felt natural 
to choose them. They seemed obvious to me,” 
stated Levesque, who added the two have been 
helpful in his transition from assistant coach to 
head coach. 

On the boys’ side, sophomore Bennett Hol-
loway is leading the way. Holloway, an epee, 
has won 69% of his bouts and has shown major 
improvement. 

During a Dec. 17 tri-school bout against Nor-
wich Free Academy and Waterford, Bennett 
won only two of six bouts. However, in the re-
match with the two schools on Jan. 28, Bennett 
won all six of his bouts. 

Levesque said he is excited to see where Hol-
loway and the rest of the young fencers can take 
the program over the next couple of years.  

“We are very young and it’s a rebuilding year, 
but we’re doing well,” stated Levesque. “Next 
year I definitely could see some more success.”

With his entire roster scheduled to return 
next winter, Levesque said the goal is to keep 
improving the athletes within the program and 
hopefully grow the number of fencers.      

Levesque said the team has created fundrais-
ers and reached out to local businesses to help 
spread the word about the program and build 
better relationships with the community.

Up next is a ‘Novice Only’ tournament for 
first-year fencers this Saturday, Feb. 11 at Wa-
terford High School (8:30 p.m.). 

The team’s regular season finale will take 
place at New London High School against New 
London and Griswold on Saturday, Feb. 18 (9 

a.m.) before competing in the ECC tourney and 
state competition to close out the season.    

For Gerst and McKenzie, they just want to 
keep improving individually and helping the 
novice fencers. 

“The best part is the people,” Gerst said of 
the sport of fencing. “Someone on Waterford 
that I went to club with was helping our squad 
out and giving us pointers against another team. 
Everyone comes together and at the end of the 
day, we are all friends.”

McKenzie, who also does cross-country and 
track at the high school, added that it’s nice to 
be on the ground level of rebuilding the fencing 
program. 

“It’s a cool experience for me to be able to 
help in some ways,” added McKenzie. “When I 
first started no one knew there was fencing team 
and now I’ve been one of the people that have 
helped spread the word.”

ButterBraid and
Cake Roll Fundraiser

The St. Andrew Church Ladies Guild of Col-
chester is sponsoring a ButterBraid and Cake 
Roll fundraiser through March 21. All proceeds 
will fund the Guild’s annual high school and 
college scholarships. 

People may order online at tinyurl.com/mv-
ty6xe4. Pickup will be Saturday, April 1, from 
9-11 a.m., at the St. Andrew Parish Hall. For 
more information, call Kathleen at 860-917-
7616.

Operation FairyTale
Do you have new or gently-worn formal, 

cocktail or evening gowns taking up space in 
your closet? If so, you’re invited to donate them 
to Kidsignments’ Operation FairyTale and help 
ladies in New London County just in time for 
prom season.

Dress donations can be made to Kidsign-
ments’ 51 Hayward Ave. location during nor-
mal business hours.

 There will also be an Operation FairyTale 
dress event Friday, March 3, from 3-7 p.m., at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Parks and Rec News
Colchester Parks and Recreation, located at 

127 Norwich Ave. (Town Hall), has announced 
the following items of interest. For more infor-
mation or full descriptions, call 860-537-7297 
or visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-de-
partment.

Strategic Plan Survey: All are invited to 
take part in the Colchester Strategic Plan survey 
and be a part of future planning. Link to survey: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/ColchesterCTStra-
tegicPlan. 

Card-Making Class: The third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m., at Town Hall. Upcoming 
dates: 2/15, 3/15, 4/19. Cost: $15 per class, per 
person ($20 for nonresidents). A minimum of 
two people is needed for this class.

Community CPR/AED/First Aid Classes: 
Heartsaver CPR AED/First Aid: This course 
trains participants to give CPR and use an auto-
mated external defibrillator (AED). Cost: $90 
per person. Next class date: Tuesday, March 21, 
6 p.m. Basic Life Support: This course trains 
participants to promptly recognize several life-
threatening emergencies, give high-quality chest 
compressions, deliver appropriate ventilations, 
and provide early use of an AED. Cost: $90 per 
person. Next class date: Tuesday, Feb. 21. 

Senior Yoga: Mondays through Feb. 27, 

4:45-5:45 p.m., on Facebook Live, for ages 45 
and up. Cost: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 

Gentle Yoga: See the Parks and Rec. website 
for dates and times. Cost: $40/resident, $45/
non-resident. 

Summer Camp Staff: Adults and teens 
age 16 and up can fill out an employment ap-
plication to work at Colchester’s Summer Day 
Camp, which will start June 26. Applications 
are available online, and are due March 30. This 
is a paid position, and for employees with chil-
dren, the child can participate in camp for free. 

Summer Camp Teen Leaders: Open to Col-
chester residents ages 14 and older by the start 
of camp. This is a volunteer position. Applica-
tions are due March 15 and can be found online.

Events: Spring Clean-Up: Saturday, April 
22, at 8 a.m., on the Town Green; rain date: 
April 29. Jobs include spreading mulch, raking, 
weeding, picking up garbage, and more. Loca-
tions include the schools, town buildings and 
parks. Meet up afterward at Mel’s Downtown 
Ice Cream for a free ice cream as a ‘thank you.’ 

Food Festival on the Town Green: Satur-
day, May 6; rain date is May 7. There will be 
vendors, games and food. Watch www.face-
book.com/FOODIEAFF for more information.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday, Aggadatah class from the Talmud, 6 

p.m.; Talmud class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 
8 p.m., on Zoom and in person; Wednesday 
classes, 2:30-4 p.m. – Hebrew Conversation, 
Jewish Lieracy and Jewish Business Ethics on 
Zoom. Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., hybrid 
in-person and on Zoom; Shabbat morning ser-

vice, 10 a.m., hybrid in-person and via Zoom.
There are daily Facebook Live classes on 

Ken Alter’s Facebook page. Also on the page: 
“Ask the Rabbi” and the Positive Affirmation of 
the Day.

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are: Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; and 
Friday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Upcoming Senior Center Trips
The Colchester Senior Center is planning 

the following trips – and reservations are due 
in March.

Reservations should be made in person at 
the senior center, 95 Norwich Ave. Trips are 
available to senior center members and adult 
guests over the age of 18, and are on a first-
come, first-served basis; space is limited. Call 
the senior center at 860-537-3911 for more 
information.

Spain & Portugal: Costa Del Sol to the 
Portuguese Riviera: Oct. 14-25. Taste some 
of the delicacies of this southern Spanish re-
gion. Includes 10 breakfasts, two lunches and 
four dinners. Cost is $5,029 per person for 
double, if booked before March 15. You can 
come into the senior center to register in per-
son or register online at gateway.gocollette.
com/link/1102385.

Gorgeous Glass in Boston: Tuesday, April 

18. Spend time at the Mapparium at the Mary 
Baker Eddy Library. This huge glass globe 
shows the world’s boundaries frozen in time 
circa 1935. Also have a three-course family 
style Italian lunch at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 
and then see flowers made of Austrian blown 
glass during a guided tour of The Glass Flow-
ers exhibit in the Harvard Museum of Natural 
History. Cost is $130 per person. Sign up at 
the senior center by March 17. 

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical at 
the Thomaston Opera House: Sunday, 
April 30. See a matinee of this musical about 
the true story of singer-songwriter Carole 
King’s rise to fame. A pre-show lunch will 
be served at Black Rock Tavern, with a meal 
choice of chicken marsala, salmon or pork 
tenderloin. Cost is $125/person. Sign up at 
the senior center by March 30. 

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream.

For more information, call Pastor Don Riv-
ers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, who also 
serves as president for “Racing with Jesus, Inc.” 
– at 860-398-9119 or visit christianlifechapel.
org.

Dean’s List
Samuel Blumberger of Colchester made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Commonwealth Uni-
versity – Bloomsburg in Bloomsburg, Pa.

Blumberger is a business administration ma-
jor.

***
Colchester residents Catherine Rowlins and 

Erin Mathieu made the fall 2022 Dean’s List at 
the University of Vermont.

Rowlins is majoring in environmental sci-
ences, and Mathieu is majoring in biological 
science.

***
Griffin Sullivan, a sophomore communica-

tion major from Colchester, made the fall 2022 
Dean’s List at Dean College in Franklin, Mass. 

Sullivan was also recognized with the Eastern 
Collegiate Football Conference All-Academic 
Team award.

***
The following Colchester residents made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode 
Island:

Quinn Clark, Alicia Grant, Gracyn Kane, 
Justin Kelsey, Matt McCune, Morgan Merchant 
and Samantha Nadeau

***
The following Colchester residents made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Springfield College in 
Springfield, Mass.:

Laney Barrett, who is majoring in educa-
tion; Kevin Giulini, who is majoring in crimi-
nal justice; Paige Lawrence, who is majoring 
in exercise science/pre-athletic training; Sarah 
Newton, who is majoring in health science/
pre-physical therapy; Julian Prignano, who is 
majoring in exploratory studies; and Jessica 
Schuth, who is majoring in health science/pre-
occupational therapy.
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

 Aloha!… Karen Daly of Colchester is pictured at the Pali lookout on Oahu, Hawaii.

 Rivereast Crosses the Finish Line…  Barbara Skinner and her daughter, Diane Coon, 
finally finished the Boston Marathon on Dec. 25. “I guess carrying the Rivereast News 
Bulletin really slowed us down!” Barbara quipped. She and Diane are both formerly 
of Colchester.

 The Paper in Punta Cana… Bruce Henderson, Jane Sullivan, and Sandy and Chuck 
Anadore recently visited Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic. Bruce, Sandy and 
Chuck are from Colchester, and Jane is from Cromwell.

 A Tennessee Thanksgiving… Tammy and Dave Charbonneau of East Haddam spent 
Thanksgiving with family down in Nashville. While visiting, they got a backstage tour 
of the Grand Ole Opry!
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Five Farms Irish Cream Five Farms Irish Cream 
LiqueurLiqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$28289999

Bailey’s Irish Cream Bailey’s Irish Cream 
LiqueurLiqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$29299999

RumChata Original RumChata Original 
Cream LiqueurCream Liqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$26269999

Black Button Cream Black Button Cream 
LiqueurLiqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$21219999

Casamigos Blanco Casamigos Blanco 
TequilaTequila
750 ml750 ml

$$44449999

CounterWeightCounterWeight  Headway Headway 
IPA 4 PackIPA 4 Pack
16 oz cans16 oz cans

$$999999

Michelob UltraMichelob Ultra
24 Pack24 Pack
12 oz bottles/cans12 oz bottles/cans

$$23239999

Sea Hag IPASea Hag IPA
6 Pack6 Pack
12 oz cans12 oz cans

$$999999

Natural Light or IceNatural Light or Ice
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz cans12 oz cans

$$18189999

$$18189999

Baraky Japanese Baraky Japanese 
WhiskeyWhiskey
700 ml700 ml

$$34349999

Proper Twelve Proper Twelve 
Irish WhiskeyIrish Whiskey
750 ml750 ml

$$23239999

Woodford ReserveWoodford Reserve
Double OakedDouble Oaked
750 ml750 ml

$$59599999

Platinum Platinum 
7X Vodka7X Vodka
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$15159999

Busch or Busch LightBusch or Busch Light
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz cans12 oz cans

Skrewball or Dough Skrewball or Dough 
Ball WhiskeyBall Whiskey
750 ml750 ml

$$24249999

Whistle Pig Piggy-Whistle Pig Piggy-
back 6 Year back 6 Year 
Straight RyeStraight Rye
$$39399999

750 ml750 ml

Courvoisier Courvoisier 
vs Cognacvs Cognac
750 ml750 ml

$$35359999$$24249999

Santa Margherita  Santa Margherita  
Pinot GrigioPinot Grigio
750 ml750 ml

$$21219999

90+ Cellars90+ Cellars
ProseccoProsecco
750 ml750 ml

$$999999

$$37379999

$$10109999

Nicolas Feuillatte Nicolas Feuillatte 
Brut ChampagneBrut Champagne
750 ml750 ml

Chocovine Chocovine 
Chocolate Red WineChocolate Red Wine
750 ml750 ml

Grey Goose Grey Goose 
8080oo Vodka Vodka
750 ml750 ml

$$49499999

    Putnam Plaza      Shoreline      Valley Fine WineGAME GAME DAYDAY
Sweet Treats!Sweet Treats!

FOUR MAIN STREET , PUTNAM BRIDGE PLAZA II
EAST HARTFORD/GLASTONBURY LINE  

860-568-3659
On Instagram @putnamplazasuperliquors

ShorelineShoreline
liquorSliquorS

860-574-9088
40 BOSTON POST ROAD, WATERFORD CT. 

On Instagram @shorelinesuperliquors
860-651-0075

828 HOPMEADOW ST. 
SIMSBURY, CT. 

On Instagram @valleyfinewines

SUPERLIQUORSCT.COM •on-line ordering 
•shipping •local delivery or pick up at store

STORE HOURS  STORE HOURS  MONDAY - SATURDAY MONDAY - SATURDAY 
OPEN 8 AM - 9PM  SUNDAY 10AM - 6PMOPEN 8 AM - 9PM  SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

Super Liquors 
Select Barrel!

$1499

Harpoon or Long Trail Harpoon or Long Trail 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz bottles/cans12 oz bottles/cans

plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep. plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep. plus dep.plus dep. plus dep.plus dep.

GiesenGiesen
Sauvignon BlancSauvignon Blanc

$$999999
750 ml750 ml

$$449999
750 ml750 ml

Canadian Club Canadian Club 
WhiskyWhisky

$$17179999
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter 90 Pts. -2021 James Suckling

$999

Menage a TroisMenage a Trois
Sweet WinesSweet Wines
Hot Pink, Moscato, Red, Sultry RedHot Pink, Moscato, Red, Sultry Red

plus dep.plus dep.
$5499

Moet Imperial Moet Imperial 
Brut Brut 
ChampagneChampagne

750 ml750 ml
$999

Sutter Home WinesSutter Home Wines
Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot, Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot, 
Pinot Grigio & Many More!Pinot Grigio & Many More!

1.5 Liter1.5 Liter
$999

plus dep.plus dep.
$999

Pabst Blue RibbonPabst Blue Ribbon
12 Pack12 Pack
12 oz bottles/cans12 oz bottles/cans

plus dep.plus dep.

Seaside Cellars RSeaside Cellars Rososé Bruté Brut
Sparkling WineSparkling Wine

City Steam Naughty NurseCity Steam Naughty Nurse
6 Pack6 Pack
12 oz bottles12 oz bottles

$$16169999

Elysian Space DustElysian Space Dust
IPA 12 PkIPA 12 Pk
12 oz bottles/cans12 oz bottles/cans

plus dep.plus dep.

$$18189999

Labatt BeerLabatt Beer
28 Packs28 Packs
11.2 oz bottles11.2 oz bottles

plus dep.plus dep.

Sale Prices Sale Prices 
Good through Good through 

Feb. 25th, 2023Feb. 25th, 2023

$$21219999
Bud or Bud Light Bud or Bud Light 
24 Pack 24 Pack 12 oz. btls12 oz. btls

WOW! Bud Light 
24 Pk Instant Rebate 

Good thru Feb. 12th
see store for details

FREEplus dep.plus dep.

Maker’s MarkMaker’s Mark
WhiskyWhisky

1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

All Items Subject To Availability based on Supply Chain Performance. Not Responsible For Typographical Errors.

Five Farms Irish Cream Five Farms Irish Cream 
LiqueurLiqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$28289999

Bailey’s Irish Cream Bailey’s Irish Cream 
LiqueurLiqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$29299999

RumChata Original RumChata Original 
Cream LiqueurCream Liqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$26269999

Black Button Cream Black Button Cream 
LiqueurLiqueur
750 ml750 ml

$$21219999

Casamigos Blanco Casamigos Blanco 
TequilaTequila
750 ml750 ml

$$44449999

CounterWeightCounterWeight  Headway Headway 
IPA 4 PackIPA 4 Pack
16 oz cans16 oz cans

$$999999

Michelob UltraMichelob Ultra
24 Pack24 Pack
12 oz bottles/cans12 oz bottles/cans

$$23239999

Sea Hag IPASea Hag IPA
6 Pack6 Pack
12 oz cans12 oz cans

$$999999

Natural Light or IceNatural Light or Ice
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz cans12 oz cans

$$18189999

$$18189999

Baraky Japanese Baraky Japanese 
WhiskeyWhiskey
700 ml700 ml

$$34349999

Proper Twelve Proper Twelve 
Irish WhiskeyIrish Whiskey
750 ml750 ml

$$23239999

Woodford ReserveWoodford Reserve
Double OakedDouble Oaked
750 ml750 ml

$$59599999

Platinum Platinum 
7X Vodka7X Vodka
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$15159999

Busch or Busch LightBusch or Busch Light
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz cans12 oz cans

Skrewball or Dough Skrewball or Dough 
Ball WhiskeyBall Whiskey
750 ml750 ml

$$24249999

Whistle Pig Piggy-Whistle Pig Piggy-
back 6 Year back 6 Year 
Straight RyeStraight Rye
$$39399999

750 ml750 ml

Courvoisier Courvoisier 
vs Cognacvs Cognac
750 ml750 ml

$$35359999$$24249999

Santa Margherita  Santa Margherita  
Pinot GrigioPinot Grigio
750 ml750 ml

$$21219999

90+ Cellars90+ Cellars
ProseccoProsecco
750 ml750 ml

$$999999

$$37379999

$$10109999

Nicolas Feuillatte Nicolas Feuillatte 
Brut ChampagneBrut Champagne
750 ml750 ml

Chocovine Chocovine 
Chocolate Red WineChocolate Red Wine
750 ml750 ml

Grey Goose Grey Goose 
8080oo Vodka Vodka
750 ml750 ml
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Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where the locals go 
to dine, drink, and socialize. Our menu features dishes 
assembled from the freshest ingredients, sure to bring 

bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891

R
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www.lakesidebar-grill.com

HAPPY HOUR – Tues-Fri 3:00-5:30 • Food & Drink SpecialsNEW!

Now taking reservations for 

VALENTINE’S DAY!

THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 72 MORE AGENTS!Visit our website for a full list!carlguild.com

Jeff King
860-710-1323

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com

 

Sandra Lindstrom
860-334-5815

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com

Mike Mallon
860-338-5037

mjmallon1@live.com

Kristy Paquette
860-837-3131

krispaq@gmail.com

Lauren Reis
413-896-3126

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com

 

Tania Sones
860-918-5100

sonesrealtor@gmail.com

Daniel Walsh
860-841-0183

danwalshsells@gmail.com

 

Angela Aresco
860-883-9005

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net 

 

Alison Bliss
860-712-3832

alisonbilss.realtor@gmail.com

 

Angela Crane
860-365-0342

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com

 

Ellen DeSorbo
860-841-2133

ellen.desorbo@gmail.com

 

Fred Ferguson
860-638-9362

fredfergusonct@gmail.com

Diane Gombieski
860-977-4857

gombieski@snet.net

Ela Heselton
860-305-8852

elaheselton@gmail.com
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860.228.8500
janinab@hebroninsurance.com

R
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Let us quote your 
insurance from the 

comfort of your own 
home via email,

phone or fax.

We can offer 
you $aving$
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Quality Measures CMS Rating

 “From the initial phone call (in a panic to find a great place for our Mom’s new 
long-term needs) with Ashley of Admissions I knew we were in good hands. Upon 
arriving with my Mom’s belongings, the receptionist immediately jumped from her 
seat to assist me, every staff person I encountered made eye contact and greeted me. 
Even the lobby itself reflects love-so welcoming, comfortable, and always holiday 
decorated. The aides, nursing staff, kitchen staff all called my Mom by name, kept 
extra eyes on her when necessary, she was definitely cared for and safe. We could 
not have asked for more, especially at this time in her life. Even Mom’s roommates 
genuinely cared about her and made my Mom’s stay better. We thank this facility for 
its professionalism, dedication, attention and love above and beyond.”
 — Daughter of a Resident *per Google review

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531

R
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23Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have 
replacement 

batteries.

$10.00 OFF
Offer Ends 2/28/2023

WE MAKE KEYS & FOBS
for less than the dealer!

Don't 
lose your 
only key 
in the 
snow!

860-228-8148

Pre-Order Our Award Winning

WINGS
for the “Big Game”

47 MAIN STREET (RT. 66) HEBRON

R
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163 Broadway Street, Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-537-2020

www.colchestereyecare.net RE1-20-23

Colchester Eye Care 
is back in network 

with EyeMed.
CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations
• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs
• Dedicated to satisfying customers
• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans
• Family owned & operated for
 over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD
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Corinne Machowski, Realtor®, 860.614.9240
218 New London Tpke., Glastonbury, CT 06033

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS AEVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS ANaturehood

DiscoverTheForest.org
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We clean septic tanks all year long!
There is always someone

to answer your calls & questions

CALL NOW 860-267-6102

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
CLEANED THE SEPTIC TANK?

Suburban Sanitation Service
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Why Pay More to Sell Your Home?!

“1% Full-Service Listings”

Services Offered: 
Market Analysis & Value Optimization Strategy

Professional Home Photography

Full Listing Visibility on All MLS Websites

Sign & Electronic Lock Box

Open Houses Conducted

Experienced, Responsive, Professional Service
Contract Term

Listing Commission

2.5% Broker


?


?
?

6 months +

$10,250

Rockoff Realty








90 days

$4,100

2118 New London Tpke., Glastonbury Sold for $410,000 – our client saved $6,150!

This is just one of the 330+ homes we have sold all
across CT. If you would like to sell your home, receive 

superior service, and save thousands of dollars,
call Kevin Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, at 860-882-9598.

You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn more
about our “1% Full Service Listings”!

We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that 
we could deliver superior home-selling services for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% 

or even 3% traditionally charged. Since then we have sold HUNDREDS of homes
ALL ACROSS CT at a 1% listing fee, and there are no gimmicks or hidden fees!

The Buyer Broker fee, if any, is separate and determined by the Seller.

Rockoff Realty LLC, 87 Main Street, Hebron CT 06248

Sold
!
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$1 OFF
Any Coffee Purchase

11 N Main St. #1 
East Hampton, CT Tues-Fri 7am-4pm • Sat & Sun 8am-4pm

VALID UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2023

C
IT

11
-1

7-
22

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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News from the Commission on Aging...
The East Hampton Commission on Aging (COA) heard of administrative backlogs in the 

state-funded Energy Assistance Program which funds fuel for eligible citizens in winter. The 
newly-installed application system and a surge in demand were delaying application reviews 
for months, while denying ready access to the progress of each application. The COA wrote 
state legislators. Then Sen. Needleman, co-chair of the Energy and Technology Committee, 
worked with the Department of Social Services to urgently improve procedures and increase 
staff. This has already reduced the backlogs and improved service.

If you are a senior or disabled adult living in East Hampton whose application for energy as-
sistance has not been processed, you may request assistance from Senior Services Coordinator 
JoAnn Ewing at The East Hampton Senior Center, 860-267-4426. Other adults in town may 
contact the town Department of Social Services, 860-267-4468 ext 3208.

Submitted by:
Eric Rosenberg, MD,

Chair, East Hampton Commission on Aging

King’s Bread Sale
The Missions’ Committee of the Second 

Congregational Church of Middle Haddam, at 
52 Middle Haddam Rd., will sell King’s Bread 
Sunday, Feb. 19, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. 

The circular loaf is 1.5 lbs for $7, decorated 
in traditional Mardi Gras style including a hid-
den charm for special blessings.

A percentage of the profits are donated to 
East Hampton Food Bank.

Call Kathy at 860-510-8102 to reserve.

Valentine Tea
Haddam Neck Congregational Church will 

hold a Valentine Tea, to benefit Heifer Interna-
tional, on Sunday, Feb. 12, at noon at the church 
parish house, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam 
Neck.

The tea will feature homemade Valentine 
treats and punch. All are welcome. 

Admission is free, but donations will be ac-
cepted to benefit Heifer International, a national 
nonprofit that works to eradicate hunger on a 
global scale.

For more information, visit www.haddam-
neckcongregationalchurch.org.

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

SUNDAYS: 
LUNCH OR BRUNCH?

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

MAKE YOUR VALENTINE'S RESERVATIONS EARLY!

For the Safety of our Patrons
The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
SARS-CoV-2, Viruses, 

Bacteria & Mold

AIR YOU CAN TRUST™ 

For more information call: Paul Hoar 203-247-4723

and Patio!

You decide. Now serving brunch items in addition 
to the regular menu from 10am-2pm every Sunday.

What are you in the mood for?

Don't forget Valentine's Day 

We are cooking up Valentine's Specials served from 
Super Bowl weekend through Valentine's Day!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
monday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm R

E2
-1

0-
23
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80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm Open on Saturdays for emissions 
testing by appointment only
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Call us at 860-267-7222
or visit us in the showroom
for our tire clearance event!

Nothing says “I LOVE YOU”
like a new set of tires!

“Some are born great, 
some achieve greatness, 
and some have greatness 
thrust upon them.”
--William ShakespeareWilliam Shakespeare

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq. Kevin Godwin, Esq.
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Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to worship Sundays at 9 a.m. Pastor is the 
Rev. Tom Cowger. Refreshments are served af-
ter the service.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities are offered for kids in the Fellow-
ship Hall during the worship service. All are 

welcome.
Bible Study: Adult Bible Study is held each 

Sunday at 10:30 a.m.in the Chapel. The study 
traces God’s covenant with his people.

Zoom Bible Study: Thursdays from 7 to 8 
p.m. The study looks at various ways to ap-
proach Bible reading to enhance the ability to 
hear what God says. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 
860-267-2336; hours are Monday-Friday, 
12:30-4:30 p.m. The church website is at www.
hncovenantchurch.org.

‘Stamped’ Arrigoni Photo Taken by Local Teacher

 The photo of the Arrigoni Bridge now gracing a 2023 USPS stamp was taken by 
another key local resource – a teacher. 

By Jack Lakowsky
East Hampton Center School teacher Joe 

Gewac thought he was being scammed when 
a random Instagram account reached out about 
his 2019 photo of the Arrigoni Bridge. 

“In 2021 someone left a comment like ‘Please 
reach out to me’”, Gewac said this week. “I’m 
very skeptical and I thought it was a scam.”

But, hedging his bets, Gewac reached out 
against his judgement. Turns out it was legit. 

The contact was a contractor for the United 
States Postal Service, tasked with combing the 
internet and social media for photos to use for 
the 2023 stamp series. 

Thanks to tagging his photo under #bridgeso-
famerica, the internet scourers found Gewac’s 
stunning drone photo of the Arrigoni, a region-
al, and now to some extent, national, icon. 

The person who picked Gewac’s photo “fell 
in love at first sight.”

“It’s an amazing feeling,” said Gewac. “It’s 
kind of weird too; I knew about this so long ago. 
Two years went by and there was no news about 
it.”

What’s new, he said, is the sudden excitement 
about the photo, the attention he’s getting for it. 
Gewac started his drone and wildlife photogra-
phy hobby about six years ago. 

He took the photo when he lived in Middle-
town. 

“I took a peek outside, and just thought I 
could get some nice photos,” he said. 

Flying his drone low, he captured sunbeams 
sluicing through the bridge’s iconic, 600-foot 
arches. He said most drone photos are taken 
with a sky-high view, but he takes a different 
route, taking photos closer to the ground, which 
makes for great shots. 

He said through editing he was quite pleased 
with the photo. A harsh self-critic, he said if 
something makes it through his cutting eye, it’s 
probably at least decent. 

“Teaching is my career, but I would love to 
do more with photography,” he said, saying 
he has a lot of material, particularly wildlife 
photos. Recently he “branched off” into photo-
graphing youth sports. 

The Arrigoni stamp is only available for bulk 
purchases, but Gewac hopes he can get a sheet 
to frame. 

To see and support Gewac’s art, check out his 
Instagram, @joegophotos. 

Gewac’s photo was one of just four chosen 
from literally countless options. 

The bridge, which spans well over a half mile, 
was opened in August 1938, at a cost of about 
$3.5 million, more than $60 million in today’s 
dollars. The year it was built, it won first prize 
in the large bridge category from the American 
Institute of Steel Construction. 

It was named for Durham state Sen. Charles 
J. Arrigoni, who fiercely advocated for the 
bride’s construction.

Until the 19th century the only way to cross 

the Connecticut River was by ferry. The first 
service in Connecticut was at Windsor in 1642; 
in Middletown, service was started in 1726, ac-
cording to online history transportation archive 
Kurumi.com.  

On April 12, 1896, a 1,300-foot two-lane 
plank drawbridge was built at Middletown. At 
the time, it was the longest highway drawbridge 
in the world. 

As motor traffic increased in the early 1900s, 
especially on weekends and holidays, drivers 
clamored for a way to cross the river with-
out being interrupted to let marine traffic pass 
through. Studies for the new bridge date back 
to at least 1933.

Construction started in 1936 and continued 
nearly 24 hours a day until the Arrigoni Bridge 
opened to traffic on Aug. 6, 1938. The day it 

opened, the bridge was the longest of any kind 
in New England.

In 2022, yet another multimillion-dollar in-
vestment was in bridge was finished, work that 
started just before the pandemic began, and just 
before Gewac took his photo.

 Last August the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (CTDOT) announced the safety 
and pedestrian improvement project at the Ar-
rigoni Bridge has been completed. 

The project, which started in February 
2020, included replacement of the bridge 
deck, improvements to the bridge approaches on 
both sides of the Connecticut River, new side-
walks, and steel and concrete repairs which 
improve safety and increase the lifespan of the 
bridge.

EHACC Grants Available
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion welcomes grant applications from East 
Hampton organizations and individuals with 
programs and/or projects that enrich the lives of 
East Hampton residents through the arts. 

Deadline to apply is April 1; email applica-
tions to arts@easthamptonct.org or drop them 
off at the town manager’s office at Town Hall. 

Eligibility: One of two $500 grants are avail-
able to be awarded to individuals or organiza-
tions residing in East Hampton. The commis-
sion reserves the right to award a grant to an 
individual or organization it determines will 
have the most potential impact of arts and/or 
culture on the town. Incomplete forms will be 
denied; applicants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/
or project and its likelihood of continuing via-
bility or success. The organization’s or project’s 
accessibility and service to the East Hampton 
community. Grant recipients must credit the 
East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission on 
all press releases, posters, print advertising and 
programs. 

Evaluation: An interview may be requested 
of the candidate prior to awarding the grant. 
An update of your progress will be required six 
months post-award date and a final report will 
be required one year post award date.

Applications are available at www.artsfore-
asthamptonct.org
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860-372-4967
185 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield

natlhealth@aol.com

Joe Wroblewski & Associates llc
Please Call Joe 

& Laurie for
a FREE,

No Obligation 
Consultation

R
E1

-2
7-

23

We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Turning 65?
Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare 
prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans
Medigap Supplements

Advantage Plans
Dental Plans for Medicare 

Eligible Individuals

— HELPING PEOPLE IN THE AREA FOR 25 YEARS —
Not Affiliated with the federal Medicare program. We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited

to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424
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Denim, Diamonds and Drafts
“Denim, Diamonds and Drafts,” an evening 

of dancing, dinner and drinks to support the 
CT Draft Horse Rescue, will take place Friday, 
March 31, from 6:30-10:30 p.m., at Saint Cle-
ments Castle, 1931 Portland-Cobalt Rd., Port-
land.

There will be music, food, dancing, raffles, 
live auctions, and silent auctions. Tickets are 
limited and are $80 per person. Tickets are 
available at tinyurl.com/3vrbypuv, and must be 

purchased by March 17 – that is, if they don’t 
sell out first. The event is snow or shine. Contact 
the organizer to request a refund.

 CDHR is a nonprofit organization located 
in East Hampton that is dedicated to saving the 
lives of neglected or abused draft horses as well 
as draft horses heading to slaughter. For more 
information, visit www.ctdraftrescue.com or 
www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, or email ct-
draftrescue@aol.com.

Super Bowl Sunday
Chili Fundraiser

Christ Episcopal Church, Middle Had-
dam, is holding a Super Bowl Sunday Chili 
Fundraiser on Feb. 12. One pint of chili, 
a serving of corn bread, and a cookie are 
available for $10. 

Orders must be placed by calling Su-
sie Karl at 860-873-1136. Pick-up will 
take place at the Parish Hall from noon-2 
p.m. All profits will be donated to the East 
Hampton Food Bank.

Kindergarten 
Registration to Start

Kindergarten registration packets for the 
2023-24 school year will be available at the 
Memorial School foyer and at East Hampton 
Public Library starting Wednesday, March 1.

To secure a screening appointment for your 
child, return all completed registration paper-
work to the Memorial School office or drop box 
in the foyer by Friday, March 31.

Kindergarten screenings will be held from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. on May 11, 12 and 15.

Masked Ball Dance
Epoch Arts, located at 27 Skinner St., will 

hold a Masked Ball Dance Friday, Feb. 10, from 
7-9 p.m. 

Teens can get dressed in their dance attire – 
fancy, funky or fun – and dance all night to a 
live DJ. There will be a photo booth along with 
props to pose with. There will be free food and 
drink all night. Feel free to wear a theater mask 
or paint one. 

Cost is $10. For more information, visit 
www.epocharts.org.

Chocolate Cherry
Cakes for Sale

The Missions Committee of the Second Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam at 52 
Middle Haddam Rd. will sell chocolate cherry 
cakes on Sunday, Feb. 12, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m.

The cakes are in heart- and star-shaped glass 
dishes; decorated for $4 each. A percentage of 
the profits are donated to the East Hampton 
Food Bank.

Call Kathy at 860-510-8102 to reserve. 

Resilient Bellringers Rally to Beat Valley

 East Hampton’s Liana Salamone drives around Valley Regional’s Siena Schaller 
during the Bellringers 44-39 victory last Friday. Salamone led all scorers with 23 
points. 

By Josh Howard
Sophomore sensation Liana Salamone was at 

her best when it mattered the most. 
After being held scoreless in the first quarter, 

Salamone went into attack mode over the final 
three quarters and finished with a game-high 23 
points as East Hampton girls’ basketball rallied 
to defeat Valley Regional 44-39 on Feb. 3. 

Salamone, the team’s leading scorer the 
past two seasons, exploded for 13 points in the 
fourth quarter as the Bellringers erased a deficit 
over the final eight minutes to earn their 15th 
win this winter.

Despite playing with the home court advan-
tage, East Hampton struggled from the field for 
most of the game, trailing by as many as ten 
points in the second half.

The tide began to shift midway through 
the third quarter when Salamone scored four 
straight points to spark a 10-2 scoring run for 
the home team. 

In the closing minute of the third quarter, 
sophomore Katie Ireland buried a three-pointer 
and senior captain Jordan Murphy scored on a 
rebound putback to cut the deficit to four enter-
ing the final frame.

A baseline three-pointer from Ireland with 
1:30 to play in regulation gave the Bellringers 
their first lead since it was 3-2 in the first minute 
of the game.

Salamone scored five straight points late in 
regulation and the Bellringers defense stiffened 
late, holding the road-weary Warriors to two 
points in the final three minutes of the game, to 
polish off the victory. 

The win was a microcosm of the season for 
the Bellringers, who have battled through ad-
versity since longtime head coach Shaun Rus-
sell was put on suspension after shoving one 
of his players in a win at Valley Regional High 
School on Dec. 20.

Allyson Smith, a 2005 graduate of East 
Hampton High School, is serving as the team’s 

interim coach in Russell’s absence. 
Smith was a two-time all-state and four-time 

all-conference basketball player at East Hamp-
ton High School, finishing with 1,444 points 
and as the school’s all-time leader in steals, be-
fore winning a National Title as a member of 
Southern Connecticut State University basket-
ball team from 2005-2009. 

Despite the early-season controversy fol-
lowed by the coaching shift, the Bellringers 
haven’t missed a beat on the court. They have 
won 16 of 17 games this season, outscoring 
their opponents by nearly 31 points per game.

Salamone, who was the only freshman girls’ 
basketball player to be named all-state last win-
ter, has again paced the team offensively but 
had trouble finding her rhythm in the first quar-
ter against Valley Regional. 

Early on, junior Delaney Russell picked 
up the slack on the offensive end, scoring the 
team’s first eight points including a pair of 
three-pointers in the first quarter. 

Salamone did most of her damage in the sec-
ond half when she outscored the Warriors (17-
16) by herself over the final two quarters.

But it was the team’s defense that allowed 
them to close the door, holding Valley Regional 
to a mere seven points over the final eight min-
utes.  

Valley Regional’s senior captain Abigail 
Bradbury scored a team-high 19 points, but only 
three points came in the decisive fourth quarter 
thanks to a defensive effort led by East Hamp-
ton’s all-conference junior Jackie Russell.

Following the win over Valley, East Hampton 
beat Morgan 57-24 on Tuesday, extending the 
team’s winning streak to 11 games.

Next up is a rematch with conference foe 
Cromwell (14-4) at Cromwell High School (to-
day) Friday, Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. 

The Panthers from Cromwell are the only 
team to defeat East Hampton this season, win-
ning 38-29 at East Hampton High School on 

Jan. 3. They also won last year’s game regular 
season meeting, handing the Bellringers one of 
only two regular season losses during the 2021-
22 season.

Since 2016, East Hampton and Cromwell 
have dominated the Shoreline Conference 
(SLC), combining to win seven straight confer-

ence championships with the Bellringers win-
ning the last three and the Panthers holding the 
crown from 2016-19.    

The rival teams are also two of the top-ranked 
team in Class M, meaning they have potential 
conference and state postseason games on the 
horizon. 

Police News
1/27: Suzanne King, 56, of 72 Foxridge Dr., 

Colchester, was issued a summons for evading 
responsibility, East Hampton Police said. 

1/28: Brian Irizarry, 35, of 25 Hilltop Rd., 
was issued a summons for misuse of a marker 
plate and operating an unregistered and unin-
sured motor vehicle, police said. 

2/6: Jeffrey Howlett, 63, of Wethersfield, was 
arrested and charged with criminal violation of 
a civil protective order, police said. 

Also, from Jan. 30-Feb. 5, officers responded 
to 19 medical calls, three motor vehicle crashes 
and seven alarms, and made 34 traffic stops, po-
lice said. 



NEWS BULLETIN • February 10, 2023 Page 23

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
us at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, 
Mindful Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Held in the library community room. For ages 
18 months and up; siblings welcome, Baby 
Rhyme Time: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For chil-
dren ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. 
Held in the library community room.

Valentines for Seniors: Stop by the chil-
dren’s room any day through Feb. 11 and use 
the supplies provided to design a Valentine’s 
Day card for a local senior citizen. 

DIY Days – Slap Bracelets: Saturday, Feb. 
11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., for children and families in 
grades K-8. No registration required; just drop 
in. Available while supplies last. 

Nintendo Switch Tournament: Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 1-5. All skill 
levels are welcome. Registration required.

Kids Comic Creators: I Survived…: 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 4:30 p.m., for grades 2-5. 
Make comics and play games inspired by the I 
Survived books by Lauren Tarshis. 

Baby Rhyme Time Special – Baby Mas-
sage: Thursday, Feb. 23, 10:30 a.m., for ages 
birth through 18 months. Learn about the im-
portance of attachment while also learning baby 
massage techniques through a special presenta-
tion by Diane Dusza from the Child and Family 
Agency of Southeastern Connecticut. No regis-
tration required.

Teen Programs: Teen Dungeons & Drag-
ons: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 5:30-7:30 p.m., for 
grades 8-12. No previous playing experience 
is required. The library will provide basic fifth 
edition, level four characters and all the sup-
plies needed to play.

Teen Friday: Friday, Feb. 17, 3:30-4:30 
p.m., for grades 6-12. Kick off the weekend 
with a variety of games, activities and crafts.

Pre-Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, Feb. 
21, 4:30 p.m., for grades 6-8. Share your ideas 
and be a part of the team. Drop in or register 
online. 

Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 
5:30 p.m., for grades 9-12. New members are 
always welcome. Drop in or register online. 

Nintendo Switch Tournament – Grades 
6-12: Saturday, Feb. 25, 2-3:30 p.m. All skill 
levels welcome. Mario Party: Superstars will 
be played.

Adult Programs: Violin & Valentines: An 
Evening of Music with Brunilda Myftaraj: 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 6 p.m. Catch a performance 
by acclaimed violinist Brunilda Myftaraj. Light 
refreshments to follow. 

Belltown Book Blast: Thursday, Feb. 16, 
6:30 p.m. on Zoom, or Friday, Feb. 17, 10 a.m. 
in person. Meet with the adult librarian Keri and 
get a sneak peek at the library’s newest titles, 
upcoming new releases, and chat about what 
everyone has been reading. For the in-person 
gathering, just drop in and enjoy a cup of coffee 
or tea. For Zoom, register online to get the link.

Book Club – Ellie and the Harp Maker: 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m. The club meets the 
third Tuesday of every month; all are invited. 
This month’s book is Ellie and the Harp Maker 
by Hazel Prior.

Libraryoga with Amie Meacham: Satur-
day, Feb. 25, 10 a.m. Meacham is a Yoga 200 
certified instructor. All levels welcome; bring a 
mat if you have one. Space is limited.

EHACC Meets Monthly
The mission of the East Hampton Arts & 

Culture Commission (EHACC) is to foster, 
promote, encourage and celebrate the arts and 
culture in the town – and all are invited to join. 
Meetings are held the third Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Joseph N. Goff House 
Museum, 2 Barton Hill Rd.

The commission currently features a mix of 
artists, a retired school teacher, a graphic de-
signer and a local business owner. If you’re in-
terested in joining the commission, stop by the 

town manager’s office at Town Hall to submit 
an application. 

EHACC initiatives include community grant 
and Capstone Grant programs, a student art 
award program, a garden tour and plein air 
painting event and an annual art purchase ini-
tiative where locally made art is exhibited in a 
town-owned spaces. 

Visit www.artsforeasthamptonct.org for more 
information. 

Christ Episcopal
Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Sunday School: New students are always 
welcome. Call the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richards 
at 203-671-3455 for details or contact her at 
jneelrichard16@gmail.com.

Donations and Contributions: Place all re-
turnable bottles in the barrels next to the shed. 
Items for donation to the East Hampton Food 
Bank are collected in the black containers next 
to the rear door of the church.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0287 or 
Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-633-0472.

Coat, Hats and 
Outerwear Drive

 The East Hampton Lions Club is hold-
ing an outerwear drive for residents of East 
Hampton through Wednesday, Feb. 15. 

Drop off clean, gently-used coats, hats, 
scarves, gloves, and sweaters at St. Patrick 
Parish Center at 47 W. High St. Hours are 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Friday. No 
boots, please. 

 “So far the response has been good,” 
said Lions President Mary Krogh. “Many 
of the items look like they have never been 
worn and are a variety of sizes.”

 Anyone in need may stop in the parish 
center on Thursday, Feb. 16, from 6-7:30 
p.m., and, if donations last, on Friday, Feb. 
17, from 6-7:30 p.m.

 For more information, call Krogh at 860-
977-5760. 

Youth Poverty and 
Ceramics Workshop

Students in grades six and up are invited to a 
free workshop Saturday, Feb. 18, from 5-8 p.m., 
at Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St., to hear real sto-
ries about teens living in poverty.

Teens will take part in discussions, eat dinner 
and then create their own ceramic bowl based 
on the Empty Bowls model – emptybowls.com.

Students can then take what they learned 
from the workshop and present a creative work 
of art at Epoch’s Arts Response on Saturday, 
March 11. At the Arts Response, youth will re-
spond artistically to the crisis of poverty. Stu-
dents can share their art, dance, poetry, music 
or any art form.

The ceramic bowls will be part of the Arts 
Response Gallery and students can bring them 
home after the March 11 event.

For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.

Sponsors Sought for 
Concert Series

Sponsors are sought for the 2023 Joseph N. 
Goff House Gazebo Concert Series. Donation 
levels include: Maestro sponsor, $250; Soprano 
sponsor, $150; Alto sponsor, $75; Tenor spon-
sor, $50; Bass sponsor, $25; or any amount you 
wish to contribute. 

Donations help pay for the musical entertain-
ment and publicity for the concerts, which will 
be held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. this summer, at 
the Center School Gazebo in the Village Center.

Tax-deductible checks – Tax ID number is 
06-1494507 – should be made payable to The 
Joseph N. Goff House, Inc. and mailed to: The 
Joseph N. Goff House, Inc. P.O. Box 337, East 
Hampton, CT 06424. 

Call 860-918-4400 or 860-993-5311 for more 
information, or visit goffhouseehct.blogspot.
com.

Helping Hands Closed 
for February

Helping Hands, a ministry of Corner-
stone Church, will be closed all month 
and will reopen on Saturday, March 4. The 
church will start accepting donations again 
Thursday, March 2.

For more information, email Judy Hol-
mquist at judyhlm49@yahoo.com.

EHMS Baseball,
Softball Registration

East Hampton Middle School students 
who are interested in trying out for either the 
baseball or softball teams can register online 
through FamilyID.com. Athletes must have a 
physical conducted within the last 13 months 
before trying out. 

Deadline for online registrations is Monday, 
March 13.

For more information, call EHMS athletic di-
rector Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Foodshare Van Next Thursday
The East Hampton Lions remind all residents 

that the mobile food pantry will be at Saint Pat-
rick Church parking lot next Thursday, Feb. 16, 
from 9-10 a.m. 

The food pantry is open to all with no proof 
of residency and no income verification. The 
attendance appears to be increasing each time; 
the last visit by the mobile food pantry drew 
177 people. 

If the line is long when you arrive, stay in 
your car until the line goes down some but 
please get in line by 9:45 a.m. The other option 
is to come early so when the truck arrives you’ll 

be one of the first in line; however, the line nor-
mally starts forming by 8:15 a.m. St. Patrick 
Church graciously puts out chairs for people to 
sit on while they wait in line.

If East Hampton schools are closed due to 
weather, the mobile pantry is canceled. If there 
is a two-hour delay, though, the pantry will go 
on unless the Lions feel it is unsafe. If it is can-
celed, the Lions will post the news on the Let’s 
Talk East Hampton Facebook page, or you may 
call 860-977-5760 for details.

Food selection varies each visit; last time, 
there was produce, some dairy and also chicken. 

Sweet Jean’s Café Showing Love to Food Bank

 Take your S.O. to Sweet Jean’s Café this Valentine’s weekend and you’ll be show-
ing some love to someone in need. The restaurant is pledging to match any donations 
customers make to the East Hampton Food Bank, up through Valentine’s Day. 

By Jack Lakowsky
Sweet Jean’s Café owner Danielle Tyler, run-

ning with an idea from restaurant supervisor 
Kimberly Kiernan, decided to show the local 
food bank a little Valentine’s Day love with a 
multiweek fundraiser. 

Generous customers will have their names 
displayed in the restaurant, written on red 
hearts. Sweet Jean’s is matching each donation 
up to $100. 

“So far it’s been really good,” Tyler told the 
Rivereast this week. 

“We did something to help families in need 
through covid,” she said, and that she wanted 
to help the community again in a novel way, 
choosing Valentine’s Day because it’s not a 
holiday typically associated with charity. 

“I think we did like $150 in the first week,” 
Tyler said. 

“This is definitely something we can do 
again; it’s been a great turnout.”

Tyler said she has an oversized check ready 
to fill out and bring to the food bank on that 
holiday of love. 

For the previous pandemic fundraiser, “We 
posted on Facebook reaching out to anyone 
who needed help in this tough time,” Tyler told 
the Rivereast over a year ago. 

Sweet Jean’s offered to donate family meals 

to anyone needing a little extra help feeding 
their families. 

“This blew up,” Tyler said. 
Tyler said many people offered to donate 

money to help cover the meals. Sweet Jean’s ac-
crued $800 in donations to help feed its neigh-
bors. 

The café donated nearly 50 meals: pasta and 
meatballs or mac and cheese with a side salad.

“My phone kept going off and off with peo-
ple wanting to donate,” Tyler said. 

In fact, there ended up being a surplus of 
covered meals, so Tyler brought them to local 
senior centers, feeding staff. 

Also, Tyler’s hoping to keep growing the res-
taurant’s catering services, which could allow 
for even more events. 

With covid and inflation, people’s resources 
are strained. Lauren Incognito, the town’s so-
cial services director, said her office is getting 
high volumes of calls for food assistance. 

Of the food bank, Incognito said “they’re 
fantastic, and an invaluable service to the com-
munity.”

Incognito said the food bank is a well-oiled 
machine, and that whenever she refers a food in-
secure resident to it, need is quickly addressed. 

“I always say if all I had to do was deal with 
a food insecurity issue, I know it’s just a matter 

of calling,” Incognito said. “When people call 
us for food insecurity, we don’t worry, we know 
it’ll be handled.”

In fact, the food bank itself is generous, do-
nating gift cards to youth in-need accessing so-
cial services, Incognito said. 

“They play a very significant role,” Incognito 
said. 

A trend recently, Incognito said, is people 
calling for other needs like energy assistance, 
and when the town talks with them, learns 
they’re also dealing with food insecurity. 

“They’re like ‘Willy Wonka’ over there,” 
Incognito said, “they have their operation and 
they get it done, and they’re all volunteers using 
their own time.”

Incognito also runs a men’s recovery sup-
port group. Many of the men live in shelters, 
she said. 

She said she tells “her guys in recovery” 
that’re also experiencing housing issues to ac-
cess resources like the local food bank, town 

social services, and something many don’t 
know, the local library and senior center, both 
of which provide community and other support 
services. 

“There are so many resources,” she said, 
“sometimes it’s just about figuring out how to 
connect the dots.”

In late 2021, Sweet Jean’s won a best new 
business award from the Middlesex Chamber of 
Commerce. 

East Hampton Town Manager David Cox 
penned a letter congratulating Sweet Jean’s on 
its award and its success. 

“From my own experience and those I hear 
about, the food and the people in your establish-
ment are terrific,” Cox wrote. 

“We could not be more proud to have you in 
town, part of the fabric of our community,” Cox 
went on.

Reviewers have raved about the café in 
Google reviews, and it has a 4.5/5-star rating 
after dozens of reviews. 
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Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Masks are encouraged, but not required.  
Visit the senior center online at www.easthamp-
tonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served at the center Monday 
through Friday, to ages 60 and up. Call the cen-
ter to reserve a meal or sign up online. Reser-
vations for the next day’s meal are due by 11 
a.m. the day before. Meals are free, though a $3 
donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m. Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m. Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m. Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 
p.m. Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person and 
via Zoom. Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15-11:45 
a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. Mah-
jongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; call also to put 
your name on a list if interested in learning how 
to play. Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 
10-11 a.m., and one meets every other Thurs-
day, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-
doors or via Zoom.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Mon-
day, Feb. 13, 10:30 a.m. This is a social hour of 
facts, activities and snacks, just for guys. 

Book Club: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 10:30 a.m. A 
Spark of Light by Jodi Pecault will be discussed.

Valentine’s Day Affair: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Drop by to have your 
picture taken and pick up a heart-healthy snack. 
Think about signing up for lunch and listening 
to love songs on the piano with Sue Hewes. 
Register in advance; treats are limited.

Closet Organizing: Folks are invited to 
help organize the center’s craft supply closet 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, from 10 a.m.-noon. Sign 
up to stay for lunch too.

Cross-Stitch: Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m., 
beginning Feb. 15; all are welcome, whether 
they know how to cross-stitch or not. Guided by 
Shannon Urzua. Registration requested.

Family Tree: Friday, Feb. 17, 10:30 a.m. Ken 
Doney will help people search for the history of 
their families. Bring your own mobile device. 
One-on-one time is available. 

Scrabble Party with the Interact Kids: 
Friday, Feb. 17, 10 a.m.-noon. Snacks will be 
provided. Register in advance.

Beeyonder: Brazil/Black History in Bahia: 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 3-4 p.m., via Zoom. See 
some famous Salvador sights. A small Brazilian 
treat will be provided.

Tai Chi & Qigong – Moving for Better 
Balance: Thursdays, Feb. 23-April 27, 10:30-
11 a.m. Cost is $50 for the 10 weeks. Regis-
ter with a check, made payable to the Town of 
East Hampton, or with cash to the senior cen-
ter. Once payment is received, instructor Tom 
Cushing will send you the link to the class. This 
class is also available via Zoom at the Senior 
Center, also. Call for more details.

Art w/Karen: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2-4 p.m. Kar-
en Williams will take people through beginner 
steps of creating an acrylic painting. Cost is $5, 
paid to Williams the day of the event. 

AARP Safe Driving Course: Monday, Feb. 
27, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the senior center. 
Fee: $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-
members. Bring exact amount for payment as 
no change will be available. Check made out to 
AARP or cash (no bills larger than $20). Arrive 
10-15 mins early for paperwork. Bring a pen, 
and your AARP card number if a member.

Trips: Stayin’ Alive: See this Bee Gees trib-
ute band at the Aqua Turf club in Plantsville 
Monday, May 22. There will be coffee and 
doughnuts upon arrival and a family-style lunch 
served. Cost is $116. Deposit of $25 to reserve a 
spot by March 9. Please call for more informa-
tion or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Lighthouse Cruise-Narragansett Bay: 
Wednesday, July 12. Cost is $127. Deposit of 
$25 is needed by April 6. Cruise aboard a cata-
maran and see 10 famous lighthouses and 10 
islands. Brunch at the Quonset ‘O’ Club before 
the cruise and go shopping at Olde Mistick Vil-
lage after. Call for more information or stop by 
to pick up a flyer.

Schools Offer Preschool Programs
The East Hampton Public School System is 

seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested 
in preschool programs for the 2023-24 school 
year. There will be two preschool programs 
offered: the Integrated Preschool half-day pro-
gram and full-day Smart Start program.

Memorial Elementary School’s preschool 
Integrated Program will be held three times a 
week for 3-year-old students and four times a 
week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited 
spaces, selection for peer models will be de-
termined through a lottery process. If selected, 
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate 
skills will be assigned by age to either a three 
day or four day a week schedule (2.5 hours per 
day). Children must be toilet-trained and turn 3 
prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible.

Memorial’s Smart Start Program will be held 
five full days per week (8:50 a.m.-2:50 p.m.), 
following the East Hampton Public School cal-

endar. Priority will be given to 4-year-old chil-
dren that meet income guidelines or have other 
factors for consideration. Other applicants, re-
gardless of economic or risk factors will then 
be selected.

Parents interested in proceeding through 
the selection process must pick up an applica-
tion/information packet at either Memorial El-
ementary School or the East Hampton Public 
Library. Packets are available at both locations. 
The completed Parent Interview Form, Immu-
nization Form and a Proof of Residency must 
be returned to Jodi Blyler at Memorial School 
office no later than March 17. 

Once all three forms are returned, parents will 
be contacted, no later than March 24, to sched-
ule a time to bring their child for the screening 
and lottery/selection process.

Forms received after March 17 will not be ac-
cepted.

Historical Society Fundraising Drive
The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) re-

cently acquired a new heating and cooling sys-
tem – and is now seeking donations to help pay 
for it.

CHS members voted for a new heating and 
cooling system because the old one was not 
functioning properly. After doing research they 
decided to get a Samsung ductless mini split 
heating and cooling system that is used today 
by many homes and businesses. After soliciting 
bids, a system was installed that furnished both 
heat and cooling to both buildings. This was es-

sential to keep a steady temperature and humid-
ity level to help preserve the historic artifacts in 
both buildings, the society said.

The cost of the new system was $10,000. 
CHS is asking the public if they could donate 
money towards this cause. The society is a 
501(c)3 organization, so donations are tax-de-
ductible. 

To contribute to this new system, send dona-
tions to Chatham Historical Society (Heating & 
Cooling Drive), c/o Don Burr, Treasurer 29 Bay 
Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424.

Quilt Show Coming
The Haddam Neck Congregational Church 

Quilt Show will take place Saturday and Sun-
day, April 29 and 30, at the church, 408 Quarry 
Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. 

The show will features dozens of vintage and 
new handmade quilts, a Bits and Pieces sale of 
fabric, yarn and notions, and the return of the 
Tea Room with homemade soups, breads and 
pies.

Email Mapionzio@comcast.net or call 860-
993-5311 for information, to exhibit your 
quilts, or to donate fabric and yarn.

Knights of Columbus 
State Raffle

The Knights of Columbus Belltown Council 
6190 is again offering Connecticut State Coun-
cil raffle tickets. 

There are 10 prizes to be awarded. First prize 
is $5,000; second is $3,500; third is $2,000; 
fourth is $1,500; fifth is $1,000; sixth is $600; 
seventh is $500; eighth is $400; ninth is $300 
and tenth is $200.

The drawing will be held Friday, May 5, at 9 
p.m., at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 
Columbus Blvd., Hartford. Ticketholders need 
not be present to win.

Tickets are $10 each and may be purchased 
through any of the Knights of Columbus mem-
bers or by calling Bob DeMarchi at 860-267-
5978.

Little League Registration
Registration for the spring season of East 

Hampton Little League closes Feb. 12. Visit 
Belltownll.org for more information.

Valentine Pop-Up 
Boutique

On Saturday, Feb. 11, the Congrega-
tional Church of East Hampton, located at 
59 Main St., will hold a Valentine Pop-Up 
Boutique from 9:30 a.m.-noon. 

Featured will be a chocolate bake sale, 
Emma’s Famous Fudge, gifts and a Valen-
tine photo booth. There will be free coffee 
or hot chocolate for all who attend. 

Storm date is Sunday, Feb. 12, from 
1-3:30 p.m. 

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for in-
person services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be 
accessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 
p.m. All voices are welcome.

Mardi Gras Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner: 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5-6 pm. Suggested donation: 
$15/family.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Mon-
day and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

 Cancer has claimed the life of local senior commission chair, activist, volunteer 
and Santa Claus, Robert ‘Bob’ Atherton. He moved to East Hampton 10 years ago 
after marrying his second wife. He leaves behind his wife, his mother, siblings, nieces, 
nephews, stepchildren and grandchildren. 

Late Local Activist Mourned: ‘A Truly Sad Loss’
By Jack Lakowsky

After a brief battle with pancreatic cancer, 
longtime East Hampton resident Bob Atherton 
passed away on Jan. 18, at the age of 72. It was 
a loss felt by residents and local officials.

Atherton served as the able chair of the 
town’s highly active Commission on Aging, a 
frequent speaker at town meetings advocating 
for local senior needs, always energetic and en-
thusiastic, readily and informatively answering 
tough questions, presenting relevant informa-
tion important to a significant number of the 
town’s population, which will soon made of 
largely seniors. 

Atherton led the commission during one of 
the most challenging times seniors experienced, 
dealing with concerns of their physical and 
mental health, the height of the pandemic. 

Atherton’s work was a reminder that, whether 
a senior lived alone or not, in a house or apart-
ment or, if East Hampton had one, an assisted 
living facility (something Atherton said local 
seniors need), there were hardworking people 
advocating for them, whether for more local 
group activities or affordable senior housing, a 
warming presence even when viewed through 
the lens of a Zoom call. 

Makes sense – you’d need an inviting aura to 
play Santa Claus, as Atherton so faithfully did. 

In 2021, Atherton, commission vice chair 
Eric Rosenberg and the rest of the board sur-
veyed the needs of East Hampton’s older resi-
dents 65 and up. 

Under Atherton’s leadership the survey was 
hugely successful, 

Nearly 500 residents aged 65 or older re-
sponded, meeting the body’s “stretch goal.”

“We’re very excited to have all this infor-
mation at our fingertips,” Rosenberg told the 
Rivereast at the time. 

Rosenberg said there are about 2,160 seniors 

in East Hampton, meaning a bit more than 22% 
responded to the questionnaire. This is nearly 
double the number that took a similar survey in 
2017. 

“It’s not a perfectly representative sampling, 
but it sure means a lot of people spoke up,” 
Rosenberg said, adding these responses equate 
to 80 hours of public testimony. 

Atherton left the aging commission not long 
after his diagnosis, in December. He started on 
the commission nearly a decade ago, in 2014, 
elected chair in 2018. Sadly, pancreatic cancer 
took Atherton quickly. Like many other pancre-
atic cases, Atherton’s illness was found too late. 

Last month, the local Town Council paid trib-
ute to Atherton, filing a statement in his name 
and presenting him with the Lions Club Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award. 

“He led [the commission] with vision, re-
sourcefulness, idealism, commitment, in friend-
ship, good humor, great stories and food. 

The council noted Atherton’s tireless service 
to the senior center. He’s been volunteer coordi-
nator, database clerk, and a Meals-On-Wheels 
driver. Though it was derailed by the pandemic, 
Atherton was part of a second senior group, the 
East Hampton Senior Center Advocacy Group. 
He taught tai-chi classes and spent years a 
Medicare counselor. 

In a statement, Town Manager Dave Cox de-
scribed Atherton’s passing as “truly sad.”

Cox said, “Bob was a great guy, and a joy to 
be around.” 

Speaking for the council, Cox said it was 
“pleased to honor Bob in a small way, as it rec-
ognized his character and contributions to the 
community as part of the Lions Humanitarian 
of the Year awards.

“His accomplishments and attitude of ser-
vice,” Cox continued, “will serve as inspiration 
to those that continue the path he started, fur-

thering the interests of our town and, in particu-
lar, the interests of our older adults.” 

Working together for years, Rosenberg told 
the Rivereast he and Atherton grew closer as 
Atherton dealt with the stark reality of his di-
agnosis. 

In a letter nominating Atherton for the Li-
ons award, Rosenberg wrote: “His wife Donna 
notes, ‘He’s the only guy I know who when you 

ask him why he was feeling down, says it’s be-
cause he was looking back at his life and feeling 
like maybe he hadn’t done as much for human-
ity as he could have.” 

Rosenberg called Atherton the epitome of a 
great humanitarian, worthy of recognition for a 
life spent devoted to others. 

To honor Atherton, donate to the local food 
bank or the Haddam Neck Covenant Church. 
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Scholarships Available
Residents of Andover, East Hampton, He-

bron, Marlborough and Portland can apply for 
American Savings Foundation scholarships. 
These renewable scholarships can be used at 
a range of four-year colleges and universities, 
two-year colleges, and at accredited technical 
and vocational programs.

The foundation is accepting applications 
from high school seniors, college students and 
nontraditional adult students who will be en-
rolled for the 2023-24 academic year. Students 
can apply online at www.asfdn.org, and appli-
cations are due March 31. The website also has 
links to other area scholarship programs as well 

as resources for learning about financial aid.
Scholarships are awarded primarily based 

on financial need, with consideration given to 
academic performance, community involve-
ment, and other indications of a strong desire to 
achieve goals through education. Current high 
school seniors must be ranked in the top third 
of their graduating class or have a 2.5 GPA or 
higher. Current college students must be main-
taining a 2.5 GPA or higher.

For more information and to apply, students 
and parents can visit www.asfdn.org or call the 
foundation at 860-827-2556.

From the State Senator’s Desk…
One of the most rewarding parts of serving as state senator is knowing that our community 

organizations and schools are receiving support they deserve through the government. I’m 
especially encouraged today to share with you the latest regarding several grant programs that 
benefited our region of the state.

In late January, CTHumanities announced the recipients of 31 CT Cultural Fund Operating 
Support Grants for arts, cultural and historical organizations around the 33rd Senate District, 
dispersing more than $388,000 in support in our region. These grants, part of $30.7 million 
amid hundreds of grants statewide, will help pay staff and ensure these organizations can con-
tinue operations as usual.

What’s especially great about this is that ten different towns’ organizations received these 
funds. Colchester’s Sustain Music & Nature and Historical Society, East Hampton’s Epoch 
Arts, East Haddam’s Goodspeed Musicals, Haddam’s Historical Society, Chester Historical 
Society, Portland’s Brownstone Quorum and Historical Society are among the many worthy 
and helpful recipients of this grant funding. The arts and humanities help us keep the history 
of our towns alive and foster creativity among us, providing newfound meaning to these funds.

As well, grant programs also help our state address problems, especially those we can fight 
back against. In early February, four local school districts received funding through the School 
Mental Health Workers Grant, providing funding for professionals to work with students expe-
riencing issues with their mental health. In our district, these four school systems will receive 
more than $1.1 million in total. Portland Schools will receive $316,355.87 over three years to 
support mental health professionals, with East Hampton Schools getting $238,121.10, East 
Haddam Schools receiving $270,810 and Region 17 receiving $297,000.

I’m especially encouraged by this funding both because it is a valuable use of federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funding and it will go directly to help support students who may be in 
significant distress. Additionally, this funding allocation is the direct result of Senate legislation 
dating back to 2021, now having real-world impacts. The more resources we offer students 
undergoing significant challenges, the more opportunities for meaningful care and aid they can 
receive, which will lead to long-term benefits.

I’m proud that our towns will receive this support in months to come. It’s a meaningful in-
vestment by the state in our communities for the benefit of us all. I look forward to working to 
bring more funding to our communities.

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District

Note: The 12-town 33rd Senate District includes the Rivereast municipalities of Colches-
ter, East Hampton and Portland. 

Scholarships Available for Area Students
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‘Fossil fuels’ are the remnants of dinosaurs;
Denver International Airport is simply an air-

port;
Prominent Nazis did not come to America 

after WWII;
Washington D.C. is not a foreign entity;
Walt Disney was a good guy;
Professional sports are not corrupt;
Evil has not infiltrated all aspects of society; 
An existential war to save us from the clutch-

es of evil is not happening;
Many whom we like in politics, sports, enter-

tainment, etc. are not evil;
Mainstream and social media care about the 

truth;
Antarctica is simply a large frozen continent;
Admiral Byrd observed ice and penguins 

only during his visits to Antarctica;
A firmament does not lie above us;
The sun and moon are millions of miles away 

from earth.
If much of the above is shocking and you 

immediately reject it, it’s understandable. But 
having read it will help you in the coming days 
as each of us will be confronted with revealing 
information that will test our minds and souls. 
Godspeed.

Paul Bureau – Colchester

Hebron DPW
Real Concerns

To the Editor:
As a Hebron resident living in close proxim-

ity to the center of town and all the benefits it 
affords us I have some real, not artificial con-
cerns about the proposed location of the new 

DPW facility. Some say the entire town’s water 
is rated GA. Not sure that has any relevance in 
the town’s decision to place a large industrial 
complex on such an important, historic piece of 
land which also sits at the head of such an im-
portant natural resource: GA-rated water!

The potential of groundwater and well water 
contamination by the proposed Salt Shed hold-
ing sodium chloride is a real concern. 

The fact that tons of sodium chloride will 
be stored here and handled by humans is a real 
concern. 

Maintaining a level of safe handling and stor-
age while following industry standards and best 
practices, is going to require constant manage-
ment, oversight and maintenance. Another real 
concern!

It is recommended that monitoring wells be 
installed in the overburden groundwater and 
bedrock aquifers. Who will be responsible for 
monitoring these wells? What is the mitigation 
plan should these wells detect increased con-
taminants? All a real concern!

We have yet to learn the final cost of construc-
tion and how this may impact all of our taxes. 
Something we should all be concerned about!

We’ve learned that other ground water con-
taminants such as gasoline can be mitigated to 
a level where the water is safe for consumption. 
This is not the case with sodium chloride con-
tamination. There are no known methods for 
mitigating groundwater contaminated by sodi-
um chloride. The effects this could potentially 
have on our health and homes is a real concern! 

For more information, please visit Kinney 
Road Matters on Facebook and #Save17

Thank you,
Greg Shortell – Amston

Standout Athletes of the Week

Andrew Johnson (center) was named the Most Outstanding Wrestler at the Matt Bishel 
Bobcat Classic. Johnson is flanked by Norwich Free Academy’s Zaire Wallace to his left and 
Newtown’s Acea Shaham to his right after winning the 182-pound bracket by defeating Wal-
lace in the championship bout.  

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the 

Week for the week of Jan. 30-Feb. 5:
Andrew Johnson - Portland High School 

(Wrestling): Johnson was named the Most 
Outstanding Wrestler after taking first place 
in (182 lbs.) at the Matt Bishel Bobcat Clas-
sic at Bacon Academy High School on Feb. 
4. Johnson and fellow senior captain Spencer 
Rosado (138 lbs.) were the two Highlanders to 
win their respective weight classes as Portland 
finished in 3rd place overall as a team.

Saniyah Otero – Bacon Academy (Track 
and Field): Otero won the high jump at the 
Eastern Connecticut Division II Indoor Track 
and Field Championship at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy in New London on Feb. 4. 
Otero, a junior, jumped 4 ‘06” to win the com-
petition and senior teammate Megan Braga 
jumped 4 ‘04” to tie for third-place as the 
Bobcats finished sixth overall as a team. 

Brady Lynch - East Hampton High School 
(Basketball): Lynch scored 32 points in a thrill-
ing 68-67 win over Haddam-Killingworth on 
Jan. 31. Lynch, a sophomore, scored a career-
high 35 points in the game the previous week 
and is averaging over 20 points per game this 
season for a Bellringers team that has already 
qualified for the state tournament and could 
make some waves in the Shoreline Conference 
(SLC) tournament starting later this month.

Dylan Devine - RHAM High School 
(Wrestling): Devine won a conference champi-
onship, defeating Jack Janes of Avon to win the 
152-pound division at the Central Connecticut 
Conference Championship at Glastonbury High 
School on Feb. 4. Devine, a senior, defeated 
Mike Affum of Southington, Michael Norman 
of Glastonbury, and Ryan Zydanowicz of Hall 
to reach the finals. The Raptors finished second 
overall at the conference championship, finish-
ing behind only East Hartford.  

Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 
community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. 

There are six $1,000 scholarships given, one 
each in East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, 
East Haddam, Glastonbury and the RHAM dis-

trict. There are no restrictions or qualifications; 
all resident seniors can apply.

Deadline for applications is April 1. Visit 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship for an applica-
tion, ask your school’s guidance counselor for 
one.
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves 
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

26% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance sales
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Jessica

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. For more information and full 
program descriptions, and to register, call the 
senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-registration 
is required for all programs. The senior center 
newsletter is online at tinyurl.com/3xfm862d. 
For information on various other weekly class-
es, meetings and activities, contact the senior 
center or look to the senior newsletter. 

Mobile Food Truck Transportation: Tues-
day, Feb. 14. Pick-ups are based on who is 
signed up (will be approximately 10:45 a.m.) 
and will bring people to the food truck, which 
will arrive at 11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/
Red Barn at the corner of routes 85 and 66. All 
are welcome; no forms to fill out. Bring your 
own bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day be-
fore, by calling the senior center. 

Food Bank Transportation: Tuesday, Feb. 

21. Pick-ups to begin between 10:30 and 10:45 
a.m., based on who is signed up. Must pre-reg-
ister by 10 a.m. the day before, by calling the 
senior center. 

AARP Tax Preparation: Appointments are 
available for in-person tax prep at the senior 
center. Tax preparation will take place Tuesdays 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., through March 28. Ages 50 
and up are welcome; you do not need to be an 
AARP member. 

Shopping Trips: Fridays. Schedule is: to 
Stop & Shop Feb. 17; to Walmart in North 
Windham Feb. 24; and to Big Y March 3. Pre-
registration for each trip is required by the prior 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. To sign up, call the senior 
center. 

RHAM Bingo: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2:30-4 
p.m. The games will be run by the RHAM Na-
tional Honor Society students. The games are 
free, and prizes are awarded. To sign up, call 
the senior center. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset winter 
heating costs. If a household’s primary heating 
costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. To make an appoint-
ment, call the center.

Preschool Lottery Applications
Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 

Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2023-24 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
3 or 4 by Dec. 31, 2023, and are planning to 
have their child(ren) entered into Hebron’s pre-
school lottery, are asked to call the Gilead Hill 
School office at 860-228-9458 to have an ap-
plication mailed to them. The application may 
also be downloaded from the Hebron School 

District website, at www.hebron.k12.ct.us; go 
to “Quick Links” in the bottom left-hand corner 
of the website.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the office by Friday, Feb. 24. En-
close two forms of residency when you return 
the lottery application. The lottery drawing will 
be held on Thursday, March 16, at 9 a.m., at the 
school. Applicants will be notified of their ac-
ceptance or waitlist status by phone.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church, located at 30 Church St., are 
held each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. 
(with music). All are invited to the Church Hall 
for coffee and conversation after the services. 
Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balancing Class: 
Mondays, 10-11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: 
first Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Build-
ings and Grounds Committee: first Tuesdays, 7 

p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Wednesdays at 10 
a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; Ves-
try: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building Networks 
International, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Town Clerk Retires After 23-Year Career
By Michael Sinkewicz

After serving as Hebron’s town clerk for 23 
years, Carla Pomprowicz retired on Jan. 31, 
ending a remarkable career in public service. 

Even though she dedicated much of her pro-
fessional life to Hebron, it wasn’t the path she 
had envisioned for herself and she never imag-
ined that the community would continue to re-
ward her hard work election after election.

Every job throughout her career came 
through an invitation. When the previous He-
bron town clerk passed away, which Pomprow-
icz called a “shock to the community,” she was 
urged to step in. 

“I hadn’t thought about before,” Pomprowicz 
told the Rivereast, referring to running for of-
fice. “Then I thought that this is an opportunity 
that may never come again. My instinct said 
this would be perfect for me. It was perfect for 
23 years.”

Naturally, it’s difficult to leave a job that’s 
been perfect for so long. Pomprowicz played 
with the idea of retirement and then considered 
shifting to the assistant town clerk position. 
While that transition would’ve been welcomed 
by town officials, ultimately she had a feeling it 
was time move on.

“I decided to go on and do the other things 
that me bring me joy,” she said, adding that it 
was “bittersweet” to retire.

After a long career, it would be understand-
able, if not expected, for Pomprowicz to take 
a break. However, she has plenty of ideas and 
plans, including returning as a substitute town 
clerk in the future for municipalities who need 
a reliable professional. 

“I’m never bored,” she joked. “Only boring 
people get bored.”

Fatigue hasn’t set in and her energy level re-
main high. Apart from spending more time with 
family, Pomprowicz is embarking on a trip in 
the beginning of March to Guinea, West Africa.

She runs the “Bolokada and Friends Village 
Project,” a nonprofit that offers support to the 
village of Morowaya. Moussa Bolokada Conde 
is a celebrated drummer and was lead soloist 
of Les Percussions de Guinee for over a de-
cade. He currently conducts workshops world-
wide to help students learn his craft. 

Fundraising helps launch projects in Bolo-

kada’s home village and to provide clean water, 
health education and scholarships for children.  

Pomprowicz is returning with the hope of 
making an impact in whatever way possible. 
She has a suitcase full of French language 
books and will be holding a workshop focus-
ing on infant healthcare. Other goals the group 
is looking to address include adding solar bat-
teries to support running water to the medical 
clinic, new security fencing around the clinic 
and replenishing the clinic with supplies.

While the organization officially became a 
nonprofit in 2017, Pomprowicz’s work began 
even earlier, with the installation of a clean 
water well, which was a major success for the 
community. 

“That had an enormous effect on me,” she 
said. “There’s no way I could stop. There’s so 
much need that any help is effective.”

Overall, the journey to the village takes more 
than 24 hours, she said, a worthwhile endeavor. 

For Pomprowicz, shifting her focus from He-
bron to West Africa makes perfect sense.

“When you’re the town clerk in a small town, 
you really understand how people develop ideas 
that will be good for a community,” she said. 
“You learn how communities can come togeth-
er to benefit everyone.”

Her inspiration is to “leave the world a better 
place.”

The responsibilities and importance of a 
town clerk are perhaps overlooked, Pomprow-
icz suggested. 

The job is undoubtedly “challenging.”
“You need to take care of the history of the 

town, because that’s what makes it unique,” she 
explained.

Town clerks are tasked with handling birth 
certificates and land records, as well as keeping 
an eye on the future of a municipality. Over the 
course of her career, one of the most noticeable 
changes was the evolution of technology. 

Certain events, like elections, require multi-
ple programs, which Pomprowicz had to learn. 
With other tasks, the key word became “auto-
mation.”

When Pomprowicz started off, the town of-
fice was still using a hand stamp for every indi-
vidual page of every town document. 

Some of the technological advancements are 
useful, she said, and people can now electroni-
cally send records and payments from anywhere 
in the country. As those improvements became 
more available, Pomprowicz made sure the of-
fice didn’t miss out on any opportunity.

“There’s a learning curve but it’s really cool,” 
she said. “The office is up to date and it’s a re-
sponsibility. I wanted to make sure that the next 
[town clerk] doesn’t walk into a mess.”

Still, a town clerk can be forgotten in the sub-
conscious of a community. They’re not orches-
trating town meetings or voting on projects like 
other elected officials. Pomprowicz suggested 
that the term “clerk” is responsible for the per-
ception.

“When you’re a town clerk, you’re the person 
the community needs you to be,” she explained, 
adding that each person walks into the office 
with a different and specific request and it’s her 
job to simply get it done.

Was there anything Pomprowicz didn’t get to 
achieve during her career?

“I’m very proud of the work I did,” she said. 
“I accomplished everything that needed to be 
accomplished. I really took care of the history 
and while some other clerks are overwhelmed, 
because I have a passion, I found the time.”

Under her watch, the department set up a re-
cords management system, enhancing the use 
of the town vault spaces. She was particularly 
proud about completing the preservation work 
to conserve the Hebron Historical Document 
Collection that goes back to the 1700s. 

“Protecting that information and just know-

ing how important it is to future generations 
was just wonderful,” she said.

As she reminisced, Pomprowicz expressed 
that during these career highlights, a crucial 
component was the community support she 
received. While she enjoyed organizing and 
combing through historical documents, and 
observing that they still took meeting minutes 
hundreds of years ago, the experience was bol-
stered by Hebron residents.

“I am going to miss the people,” she said. 
“I’m going to miss the people coming into my 
office and all the people I worked with.”

After 23 years, Pomprowicz built numer-
ous relationships throughout the community. 
She still plans on living in town and staying 
involved with ongoing initiatives, such as the 
Hebron Town Center Project.

“You discover all the cool things about our 
residents,” she said. “I find it fascinating.”

Although she’s encountered various town of-
ficials and community members, Pomprowicz 
still won’t play favorites.

“I can’t answer that,” she joked. “There’s just 
not one person or group or committee. Town 
Hall is so properly staffed.”

Francesca Villani, who was the former assis-
tant town clerk, was approved by the Board of 
Selectmen to take over as town clerk. 

Pomprowicz was thankful that community 
entrusted her and gave her the chance to serve 
for 23 years. 

“I never take it for granted,” she said. “The 
support is appreciated. I’ve just been so fortu-
nate.”

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Paint Party: Friday, Feb. 10, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., in the Douglas Library community room. 
Learn step by step to paint an 11x14 Valentine 
gnome, and learn options on how to customize 
the gnome. Cost is $23 per participant with sup-
plies included.

Youth Futsal Clinic: In coordination with 
CAB Futsal and Soccer, this clinic will be of-
fered for boys and girls in the U9-U13 divisions. 
Futsal is a form of soccer in South America and 
Europe. The clinic will be held Saturdays at He-

bron Elementary, Feb. 25-April 1 (no program 
March 18). U11-U13 is from 2-3:30 p.m., and 
U9-U10 is from 3:30-5 p.m. Cost is $149.

Backyard Wiffle Ball: For all skill and abil-
ity levels for boys and girls in grades 5-8. No 
equipment needed. Space is limited. Sundays, 
Feb. 26-March 26 (no program March 19). 
Grades 5/6 are 5-6:30 p.m. and Grades 7/8 are 
6:40-8:10 p.m.

Karate: In the style of Goju ru, made fa-
mous by the Karate Kid film series. Six-week 
sessions are held Mondays and Wednesdays at 
GHS. Cost is $85 per session. Ages 5-11 are 
5-5:50 p.m., and ages 12 and up are 6-7 p.m. 

Dean’s List
The following local residents made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac University in 
Hamden:

Amston: Christina Leshak, Ayla Skoly, Syd-
ney Weimer.

Hebron: Lauren Burton, Olivia Chomick, 
Jake Moulton, Ethan Munroe.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $21
Juniors & Seniors $18

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

860-888-2428

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: 
Feb. 10, Black Panther: Wakanda Forever (rated 
PG-13); Feb. 17, Everything Everywhere All at 
Once (R); Feb. 24, The Inspection (R). Bottled 
water and individually wrapped snacks will be 
provided.

Chess Night: The first Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. All skill levels welcome.

Spirited Book Club: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
7-8:30 p.m., at the American Legion, located 
next door to the library. This month, discuss 
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict. 
Copies of the book will be available for check-
out at the Adult Circulation Desk. Must be over 
21 years of age.

Medicare Information: Wednesday, Feb. 

22, 2 or 6 p.m., with Mark Macrina. All are in-
vited to learn the ins-and-outs of Medicare and 
the differences between original Medicare and 
Medicare Advantage. Local insurance agent 
Mark Macrina will present. This is strictly an 
informational seminar, and no individual health 
will be discussed.

Teen Advisory Group: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
2:30-3:30 p.m. This is a way to get your service 
hours in. Registration is not needed for any of 
these events.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 20, for Presidents Day, and will 
reopen Feb. 21 at 10 a.m. All online services 
will be available.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more 
info, see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, 
or call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 2/10: Faith, 
Film & Food (rescheduled from last week), 
6 p.m.; 2/12: Board of Missions, 11:30 a.m.; 
2/12: Youth Group monthly meeting, 11:30 
a.m.; 2/13: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.; 2/14: AA 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 2/15: Choir Practice, 7 
p.m.; 2/16: Prayer Shawl Group, 9:30 a.m.; 
2/16: Church Council meeting, 7 p.m.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Contact Jenni-
fer Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
wisewarrioryoga@gmail.com.

Ash Wednesday: Feb. 22. All are invited to 
join Gilead in the center of Hebron for ashes, 
and then in the church sanctuary at 7 p.m. for a 
community worship service.

Card-Making: Sunday, Feb. 26, 11:30 a.m. 
Cost is $15, with a portion being sent to Con-
necticut Foodshare. All are welcome to join. 
Contact Gayle at gayle.sylvester@comcast.net 
to register.

Maple Fest Craft Fair: Saturday, March 18, 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 

Vendors Sought for
Maple Fest Craft Fair

Gilead Congregational Church (672 Gilead 
St.) will host a Craft Fair on Saturday, March 
18, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., during Hebron’s Ma-
ple Festival – and vendors are wanted. 

If you are a crafter and would like to secure 
a space in the Fellowship Hall, contact the 
church office at 860-228-3077 or GCC@Gil-
eadChurch.net.

At the fair, crafts expected to be available 
for sale include handmade soaps, jewelry, local 
photography, hand-carved wooden pens, kiln-
fused glass art, and more.

There will also be Maple Cakes for sale by 
the church’s Women’s Fellowship, for people to 
munch on as they shop. 

Selectmen Enlist PR Firm for Public Works Project
By Michael Sinkewicz

Following months of discussion and analy-
sis, the Board of Selectmen approved a contract 
with a public relations firm as town officials 
look to enliven a new Public Works facility 
project they believe has largely stalled. 

“Let’s stop spinning our wheels and move,” 
Republican Gail Richmond charged the board. 
“We have to make some decisions.”

The decision to hire an outside firm comes as 
the selectmen weigh how to move forward with 
constructing a new DPW facility. 

During the Feb. 2 meeting, the Public Build-
ing Committee provided the board with exten-
sive information on a variety of potential site 
options, including one on Kinney Road, which 
has received considerable pushback from those 
abutting residents.

Now, after receiving both the pros and cons 
of each site, the selectmen will develop a survey 
that will allow community members to share 
their own thoughts, before delivering an ulti-
mate verdict at a future referendum.

The board enlisted the expertise of DKA Ad-
vertising, out of Bloomfield. Last month, the 
firm’s vice president, Tod Kallenbach, gave a 
brief presentation to the selectman, outlining 
the potential services his agency could provide.

 His proposal for the town included launching 
a public survey, which could then be referenced 
for creating a frequently asked questions sheet. 
He also suggested the town potentially hold ad-
ditional public information meetings.

The contract is for $15,000, but if the town 
opts to forgo the public meeting phase, that 
bottom-line would likely decrease. 

Town officials previously agreed to launch 
a survey, but questions remained regarding 
whether hiring a firm to assist with that task was 
entirely necessary. 

“You want to minimize the criticism and ulti-
mately have the majority of the public view [the 
survey] as fair and unbiased,” said Republican 
selectman Peter Kasper. “I think if we do it with 
some support, that will give the public the con-
fidence that we’re doing the best that we can to 
provide information to allow them to make an 
informed decision.”

He added that it was “time to solicit the broad 
feedback of the Hebron residency.”

For now, the scope of the contract is simply 
to help conduct the survey and report the data 
back out to public afterwards. Democrat Tiffany 
Thiele emphasized that the agency shouldn’t be 
retained to help sell or promote the site concept 
that the board decides to pursue. 

Along with the new firm, the selectmen have 
considered forming a new committee to help 
formulate unbiased survey questions. While 
the board has previously expressed interest in 
allowing different individuals to represent their 
viewpoints, including Kinney Road residents, 
the exact makeup and commission of any small 
committee is still undetermined. 

One hesitation involved with forming a com-

mittee is whether it would extend the project’s 
timeline even further. The board has spent sev-
eral meetings reviewing the Public Works proj-
ect, and the urgency to move forward continues 
to grow.

Marc Rubera, a Democrat on the board, said 
the town was at a “standstill” and described 
the ongoing conversation with the project as a 
“filibuster,” with many of the same points being 
echoed at meetings. 

Alternative Sites
The next major decision for the selectmen 

prior to a referendum is committing to a con-
struction site for the new facility.

For months, the town has largely focused on 
a site at 17 Kinney Rd., which would also re-
quire an extension of John Horton Boulevard.

The cost estimate from engineering firm BL 
Companies is $69,800 to design the buildings. 
Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, who would 
be handling most of the design, will charge 
$175,000 for its services.

Overall, the combined cost to finalize a proj-
ect design, including a total project budget 
that would be voted on at town referendum, is 
$244,800.

However, almost all of the plan would be spe-
cifically for the 88-acre parcel on Kinney Road. 

Thomas Fenton, the town engineer from Na-
than Jacobson, stated at a previous meeting that 
“less than 25%” of the design would potentially 
be transferable to a different site.

“A lot of tasks would have to be done again,” 
he said. 

Therefore, before giving the go-ahead to fi-
nalize a design, the selectmen continue to re-
view viable site options.

In November, the selectmen asked the Public 
Building Committee to review alternative sites. 
Then, last month, committee members Richard 
Steiner and Mal Leichter presented their find-
ings to the selectmen, including multiple sites 
that could serve as workable facility sites. 

At the time, Leichter expressed that there was 
not a “perfect” or “ideal” location in Hebron for 
a Public Works facility. The committee was 
tasked with expanding upon their initial report, 
which they presented during last week’s meet-
ing.

The first concept discussed involved building 
a new facility at the current site on Old Colches-
ter Rd. While this site has the advantage of hav-
ing all the necessary permits in place, there’s 
several hurdles with pursuing this idea, includ-
ing relocating or even eliminating the transfer 
station.

Steiner explained that the actual construc-
tion process would also be challenging, since 
the builders would work around employees who 
occupy that site. That disruption would likely 
have a significant impact on the Public Works 
department.

“The biggest issue is that there’s going to be 

times when [the Public Works director] and his 
team are going to have to do a significant jug-
gling act down there,” Steiner said. 

The second site option is Burnt Hill Park, 
which was previously considered to be an ideal 
option for a Public Works facility, but the wet-
lands were more extensive than officials origi-
nally thought.

In order to make the site work, the town 
would have to relocate two playing fields to the 
Kinney Road site location. This would entail 
building new fields there, which would require 
funding, as well.

This idea would likely cause disruptions to 
sports programing and potentially impact the 
infrastructure at the park. The fields were con-
structed with state-of-the-art draining and those 
features would be potentially be lost.

There’s also logistical issues with parking at 
the site along with increased truck traffic that 
would be mixed in with heavy pedestrian travel.

Leichter emphasized that the committee was 
simply looking at sites with available space and 
was not necessarily endorsing relocating the 
fields.

“We’re still paying for those fields,” he said. 
“I can’t imagine that we would want to tear 
them up.”

One concept that was eliminated was the Li-
ons’ Fairgrounds site. The town would have to 
acquire that land, which was a “non-starter.”

The next few ideas involved Kinney Road/
John Horton Boulevard. The Building Commit-
tee examined the idea of constructing the entire 
facility at the site, as well as options that in-
cluded notable exceptions. In those plans, the 
bulk of the faculty would still be built at Kinney 
Road, but the proposed salt shed storage build-
ing would be located at an alternative site. 

The challenge for the town would be deter-
mining where that remote site would be located. 
One option would be installing a new shed at 
the existing site.

In general, Steiner stated that having a remote 
salt shed would present new issues for the Pub-
lic Works department, especially during winter 
storms. Workers would have to travel from the 
main facility to fill up their trucks at the remote 
site. Overall, this adds more miles to town ve-
hicles and more hours for employees. 

Some community members have expressed 
concerns over potential salt contamination as-
sociated with the new facility. Perhaps, Leichter 
suggested, relocating the salt building would be 
a fair compromise.

“We’ve got to give, we’ve got to take and 
that may be one of the things we have to give 
to them,” he said. 

Steiner added that it would be workable, but 
at a cost.

“Is it insurmountable? No. But I think we all 
need to understand that that is one of the draw-
backs of having a salt shed remote from where 
the trucks would be parked.”

Board of Selectmen Chairman Daniel Lar-
son expressed that he would be in favor of the 
remote shed plan, if it solved the community’s 
concerns.

Larson and Leichter both stated that if the 
original plan was still selected, meaning that the 
the salt shed would be included at the same site, 
the likelihood of contamination was low.

Leichter stated that the state Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection con-
firmed that modern sites poise a minimal risk 
to communities.

“They have no recorded salt pollution from 
any salt storage facility that has been built to 
the current standards and managed to the cur-
rent standards,” he said. 

During the public comment portion of the 
meeting, Rubera asked Kevin Tulimieri, a Kin-
ney Road resident, if he would support the proj-
ect if the salt storage shed was built at a remote 
location.

“The groundwater contamination is im-
mensely important but it’s not the only impor-
tant issue with this site,” he replied. 

* * *
In a letter to the selectmen, Tulimieri high-

lighted the extensive history of the Kinney 
Road site, including ties to Native American 
lineage. He argued that these historic aspects 
should be explored further and that the land 
could be eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

“The town of Hebron should apply for this 
distinguished designation and recognize this 
historic site as tremendously important to our 
history and our future,” he wrote.
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Residents Sought to Serve
The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 

seeking residents who are interested in serving 
on the town’s various boards and commissions. 

While applications are accepted at any time 
for all boards and commissions, the selectmen 
are providing notice and encouraging residents 
to apply to fill current vacancies on the follow-
ing boards and commissions:

Economic Development Commission (two 
alternates); Conservation Commission (alter-
nate); Water Pollution Control Authority (two 
alternates); and Nature Trails and Sidewalks 

Commission (alternate). 
Those interested in applying can complete 

the application form at marlboroughct.net; the 
link for the form is at the bottom of the page on 
the left-hand side. 

In accordance with the town charter, and 
based on the current composition of the various 
boards and commissions, party affiliation or 
other qualifications may or may not be consid-
ered when appointments are made. People who 
are unaffiliated and those who belong to minor 
parties, as well as Democrats and Republicans, 
to apply.

Residents are welcome to attend any of the 
public board and commission meetings to learn 
more.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday worship services at Marlborough 

Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ, located at 35 S. Main St., are at 10 a.m. 
Worship is and is broadcast live every Sunday 
and recorded for later viewing at mcc.cong-
church.org.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery; however, children are 
always welcome at the worship service.

Feb. 5: Worship will include a baptism and 
Holy Communion. Communion is open to all, 
regardless of church affiliation, including chil-
dren with parental guidance. The bread used is 

gluten-free. Pastor Val Seaver’s sermon title is 
“Light of the World” based on Psalm 112:1-9 
and Matthew 5:13-16.

AA meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, one at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
the church office at 860-295-9050 or Seaver’s 
direct line at 860-295-0432.

Pre-Kindergarten Screening InformationSpring Watercolor Classes at Arts Center
Local artist Mary Horrigan will offer adult 

watercolor classes at the Marlborough Arts 
Center, 231 N. Main St., Tuesdays and Thurs-
days starting March 2 and running through 
April 11. Classes will run from 10 a.m.-noon. 

Tuesdays’ lessons are designed for “Basic 
Beginners,” and will run March 7-April 11. 
This class will cover the basics: brush-han-
dling, laying a wash, making simple shapes, 
controlling values, mixing colors. Subject 
matter will include still life objects and land-
scape elements.

Thursdays’ lessons are designed for stu-
dents with some basic experience in water-
color, and will run March 2-April 6. This 

class assumes knowledge of the basics, and 
will concentrate on composition, color theory, 
working from photos and still life setups.

Material lists will be sent once the class is 
confirmed with enough students registered.

Cost for the class is $120. Registration 
forms can be downloaded from www.marl-
borougharts.org, and a check mailed to The 
Marlborough Arts Center, 231 North Main 
St., Marlborough, CT 06447.

For more information, contact Horrigan at 
mehorrigan@comcast.net or leave a voice-
mail message at the Arts Center at 860-467-
6353.

Arts Center Exhibit
at Town Hall

Marlborough Arts Center has a new exhibit at 
Town Hall. Featured is artwork by artists who 
are members of the center’s board of directors. 

There are watercolors by Audrey Carroll, 
acrylic paintings by Roy Wrenn, wire sculpture 
by Neal Alderman, mixed media and acrylic 
paintings by Laurie Gelston Alt, and watercol-
ors by Mary Horrigan.

The exhibit is open to the public during 
business hours at Town Hall: Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Fridays from 8 
a.m.-noon. 

All public school systems in Connecticut are 
responsible for the identification of children 
who may be eligible to receive special educa-
tion services. The Early Childhood team at 
Marlborough Elementary School is accepting 
applications for current resident children inter-
ested in the pre-kindergarten screening for the 
2023-24 school year.

If you are interested in your child participat-
ing in this process, eligible children must be at 

least 3 years old by Sept. 1 and parents/guard-
ians must complete and return a questionnaire 
no later than Thursday, March 23. Note: chil-
dren identified as kindergarten eligible (those 
turning 5 by Dec. 31, 2023) are not eligible for 
the PreK program for the upcoming school year. 

Contact Marcy Spellman at 860-295-6236 or 
mspellman@marlborough.k12.ct.us to receive 
a screening questionnaire or for more informa-
tion regarding the program.

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Brenden Duprey and 

Taylor Falanga made the fall 2022 Dean’s List 
at Quinnipiac University in Hamden.

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Avery Rizza, Kayla 

St. Jean and Jack Tarka made the fall 2022 
Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island.

Richmond Library News & Notes
Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15 

School Drive, has announced the following pro-
grams and events. For more information or to 
register, call 860-295-6210 or email richmond-
programs@gmail.com.

Books for Babies: Town families with chil-
dren ages birth up to 12 monthsare invited to 
stop into the library to pick up a Books for Ba-
bies Box and register for your baby’s first li-
brary card. Advance registration is required and 
can be done online. At least one parent must 
have a library card but that can be done at the 
same time. 

Pampered Chef Fundraiser: The virtual 
fundraiser runs from Friday, Feb. 24, through 
Wednesday, March 1. For more information, 
follow the library’s Facebook page. A catalog 
will also be available at the circulation desk for 
those who do not have Facebook accounts.

Babytime: Fridays at 10 a.m., for ages 0-18 
months and their caregivers. This is a baby-cen-
tered storytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounc-
es and a story. Registration is recommended but 
drop-ins are welcome if space allows. 

Digital Microscope Kit: Did you know the 
library has four digital microscope kits that can 
be checked out for a three-week loan period? 
Each kit contains one pluggable USB 2.0 digital 
microscope with a versatile observation stand 
and two sets of 25 prepared microscope slides. 
These kits have been donated in memory of Au-
drey Skorski.

Zoom Storytime: Mondays at 10 a.m. 

through April 3 (no storytime Feb. 20), for chil-
dren ages 2-5. Register online. 

Mo Willems Day: Saturday, Feb. 11, from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Celebrate Willems’ birthday 
with a storytime at 10 a.m. followed by drop-
in craft activities featuring Elephant and Piggie, 
Pigeon, and other characters. 

Family Fun Night: Let’s Celebrate: It’s 
time to break out the sprinkles, frosting, and 
candy bits … we’re decorating cookies on 
Thursday, Feb. 23, 6:30 p.m., for families with 
children ages 3-15. Let’s decorate some cook-
ies! Registration is not required.

Lego Club: Ages 4 and up are invited to 
come for STEM-based challenges involving 
Legos. Registration is recommended but not re-
quired. Lego Club meets every other Tuesday at 
4 p.m., with future dates being: Feb. 7 and 21, 
and March 7 and 21. 

Kids Crafting Club: Meets every other 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. Future dates: Feb. 14 and 28, 
and March 14 and 28. Registration required.

Tween and Teen Crafters Club: Fridays at 
4 p.m. through March 31, for ages 10 and up. 
Bring a craft project you’re working on; there 
will also be projects available to make. Regis-
tration is recommended but not required. 

Blind Date with a Book: Check out a book 
from the Blind Date with a Book display, write 
your name and phone number on the back of 
the book tag, and you could win a prize drawing 
for a Date Night Package. Prize drawing will be 
held on Thursday, Feb. 16.

Dean’s List
The following Marlborough residents made 

the fall 2022 Dean’s List at Endicott College in 
Beverly, Mass.:

Alanna Baker, an events management ma-
jor and daughter of Lisa Seethaler and Richard 
Baker; Madison Baker, an interior design ma-
jor and daughter of Lisa Seethaler and Richard 
Baker; Emily Deskus, a mathematics major 
and daughter of Joliene and Jeffrey Deskus; 
Nicole Genga, a marketing major and daughter 
of Sherry and Jason Genga; and Lydia Smith, a 
liberal studies/education major and daughter of 
Dana and Christopher Smith.

R
E2

-1
0-

23

Where Tradition Meets Innovation!

(860) 295-8181 • Marlborough, CT
www.marlboroughpizzact.com

DELIVERY THROUGH UBER EATS

Call ahead for
Pizza & Wings

for the “Big Game” 
on Sunday!

Call For
Valentine’s Day Specials

BIG GAME
SPECIAL:
Large 1 Item 

Pizza &
16 Wings $25.99

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR

TOWING SERVICES AVAILABLE!
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKSCOME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, without
the new car price? We can shop for you – call 860-295-9517!
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,

Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE2-4-22

Delicious Lunch 
Specials Daily!

Spinach Potato & Cheese
Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese

with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Valentine Cookies,
Heart Cakes & Cupcakes!

Serving BreakfaSt, lunch & dinner

Stuffed Bread & Wings 
for the “Big Game”!

Stop in 
today!

Dinners 
To Go!

Arts Center Membership Drive Underway
The Marlborough Arts Center is holding its 

2023 membership drive. Memberships are valid 
from January through December each year. 
New memberships are welcome and renewals 
encouraged.

The Arts Center is a regional nonprofit or-
ganization which includes all the towns in the 
Marlborough area. Artistic and cultural activi-
ties are offered throughout the year, including 
fine art shows, classes, and musical presenta-

tions.
Membership forms can be downloaded from 

www.marlborougharts.org, printed, and sub-
mitted with a check to Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter, 231 North Main Street, Marlborough CT 
06447. Payments can also be made through 
PayPal by using a link on the webpage.

The Arts Center phone number is 860-467-
6353.

4th Friday @ the Arts Café
The Marlborough Arts Center is hosting 

the musical group Eclectica for the 4th Friday 
@ the Arts Café on Friday, Feb. 24, at the arts 
center, 231 N. Main St.

Eclectica performs original arrangements 
of music from the Middle Ages to the pres-
ent day, on an eclectic variety of instruments 
including recorders, harp, violin, viola da 
gamba, hammered dulcimer, and others. Each 
program features historical commentary 
about the music. The professional women 

musicians of Eclectica are Kasha Breau, Car-
rie Crompton, Monika Kinstler and Deborah 
Robin. To see their picture and learn more, 
visit the Arts Center’s webpage at Marlbor-
ougharts.org, or look for Eclectica on Face-
book.

Admission is $10/person at the door. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins at 7:30 
p.m. BYOWine. There is on-site parking, 
and the building is handicapped-accessible. 
Masks are recommended but not required.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203.

CPR Certification: Saturday, Feb. 25, 9-11 
a.m. What is covered: Adult, child and infant 
CPR, foreign-body airway obstruction, and 
automated external defibrillator (AED) usage. 
Cost is $87/residents, $92/non-residents. 

Youth Program: Acrylic Landscape Paint-
ing: Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m., March 8-29, at 
Marlborough Elementary School, for grades 
3-6. Students can bring a photo of a land-
scape or choose from a collection. All materi-

als are provided. Students are encouraged to 
bring a snack. Fee is $90 for residents/$95 for 
non-residents.

Adult Programs: Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at MES. Fee is $10 per week to drop 
in.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week to drop in. 
Session runs through June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES, for ages 18 and up. Fee: $5 per 
week. Session runs through March.

Dog Obedience – Polite Dog Manners: 
Tuesdays, Feb. 7-March 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. These are begin-
ner-level classes for dogs 5 months and older. 
Fee: $120/resident, $125/non-resident. 

Trip: UConn Huskies vs. St. John Red 
Storm (Men’s Basketball): Saturday, Feb. 
25, noon. Trip includes charter bus to Madi-
son Square Garden, tickets to the game and 
free time in New York. Fee is $109 for baseline 
seats or $140 for sideline seats. Bus leaves from 
Glastonbury Park and Ride.

New York Knicks vs. Boston Celtics: Sun-
day, March 5, at the TD Garden. Trip includes 
charter bus, tickets to the game (balcony) and 
free time in Boston. Registration fee is $170. 
Bus leaves from Glastonbury park and ride.

Reflective Number Signs Available: Cost of 
the sign is $50. Help emergency services per-
sonnel find your home without delay. Vertical 
sign is double sided 8” x 24” with 4” numbers 
on blue highway reflective metal. Order forms 
are online and at Town Hall.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, Feb. 13: Not Just Quilting, 9:30 
a.m.-noon; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Lunch, noon. Menu: chick-
en noodle soup, beef hot dog on a bun, baked 
beans, coleslaw, garlic knot, fresh fruit; setback, 
1-4 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 14: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Lunch, 
noon. Menu: Happy Valentine’s Day! Orange 
juice, caprese-baked chicken, parslied linguini, 
asparagus/garlic knot, frosted cupcake; Healthy 
Heart Presentation by Chatham Health Care, 
1-2 p.m. at the senior center, with a cookie dec-
orating class to follow. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: stuffed pepper 
with sauce, rice, California-blend vegetables, 
100% whole wheat bread, fresh fruit; setback, 
1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 16: Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 
a.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Rummikub, 1-3 
p.m.; Parkinson’s Exercise with Anne, 3-4 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 17: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m.; Quilling, 9:30 a.m.-noon (The Paper Art); 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Assistance, 10 a.m.-

noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: salmon 
with lemon dill sauce, rice pilaf, spinach, wheat 
bread, fresh fruit; setback, 1-4 p.m.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served 
with milk, bread and margarine. Suggested do-
nation: $3 or what you can afford.

Free Baked Goods: Bread and bakery goods 
are available for free at the senior center, cour-
tesy of Big Y and Stop & Shop.

Transportation: Available Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Transportation available 
to the senior center, shopping, and medical and 
non-medical appointments. A 36-hour advance 
registration is required. Masks are also required, 
as well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
The food bank is open to qualified residents in 
need of food. Transportation for seniors and/or 
physically challenged individuals is available; 
call the senior center if you need a ride.

Income Tax Prep: AARP will do free In-
come Tax Preparation at the senior center 
Thursdays, Feb. 23, March 9 and March 23, 
from 9 a.m.-12:15 p.m. each day. To sign up, 
call the senior center. 

Weather-Related Closings/Late Open-
ings: In instances of inclement weather, tune to 
WFSB-TV 3 or NBC Connecticut for the latest.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Thomas J. Sas, John McKaig is deacon emeri-
tus and the pastoral assistant is Holly Bangham. 
The church office can be reached at 860-295-
0001; hours are Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. People are asked to call before head-
ing over or connect via the phone or email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

COVID-19 Protocol: For the fully vacci-
nated, masks are not required. For the unvac-
cinated, masks continue to be encouraged. Call 
the office for more information.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. 
Weekday Mass: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-4:45 p.m. 

Confirmation Community: The church’s 
active 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation pro-
gram continues. Registration is required as well. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 

information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank; you may 
also bring non-perishable food or household 
donations directly to the Marlborough Food 
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues on the 
last Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de 
Paul in Middletown. The Community Garden 
to benefit Marlborough Food Bank continues to 
supply fresh produce each week and volunteers 
are always welcome. Other scheduled service 
opportunities can be found on the church web-
site and are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on such programs as adult faith for-
mation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Colum-
bus or other ministries, call the office, visit the 
church website at www.stjfchurch.org, or look 
for the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher 
Roman Catholic Church).

“My wife knew that I was  
  mixing things up at work.”

— Mario, living with Alzheimer’s 

When something feels different,
it could be Alzheimer’s.
Now is the time to talk.

Visit

to learn more
alz.org/ourstories
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Colchester
Kathryn Ellen Noel

Kathryn Ellen Noel, 
69, of Colchester, found 
eternal peace Saturday, 
Jan. 28, after a brief ill-
ness. Born May 17, 1953, 
in Vernon, she was the 
daughter of the late Ed-
gar and Jane (Beckwith) 
Noel, who established the 
family’s longtime home 
in South Hadley, Mass. 

Kathryn was a dedi-
cated daughter, academically bright, musically 
talented (piano and clarinet) and very active in 
her local Girl Scout troop throughout her child-
hood. Following her graduation from Ursuline 
Academy in Springfield, Mass., Kathryn earned 
her BA in elementary education from Westfield 
State and began her teaching career in the South 
Hadley school system. 

While earning her master’s in recreation 
management from Springfield College, Kathryn 
moved to Colchester, where she spent over 30 
years as an educator in the Colchester school 
system. Kathryn’s lifelong passion for edu-
cating children inspired her to work part-time 
during retirement in the Salem school system. 
Beyond her career, Kathryn also loved animals. 
For many years she provided a loving home to 
many Scottish terriers, Labrador retrievers and 
cats. 

This is a woman whose impact and life will 
be sorely missed by her brother Norman Noel 
and Debra Spagnesi of West Suffield; niece 
Justine and Michael Weston; nephew John 
Noel and Sarah Misch; great-niece Madison 
Sutkaitis; great-nephew, Jaxon Sutkaitis; many 
fellow educators, especially retired Colchester 
teachers Irene Stanavage, Suzie Hawkins and 
Edwina Callaghan; longtime friend Maria Tay-
lor of Holyoke, Mass.; and countless former 
students whom she sought to educate in their 
academic endeavors. 

Funeral services will be held at the Aroura-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., Colchester, on Friday, Feb. 17, beginning 
at 10 a.m. with visitation, and a service begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m.

Kathy was a passionate advocate for help-
ing young children and supporting play based 
opportunities. Therefore in lieu of flowers, in 
memory of Kathy Noel, please consider do-
nating to the: Colchester Parks and Recreation 
Summer Day Camp Scholarship Fund – Col-
chester Parks and Recreation, 127 Norwich 
Ave., Suite 107, Colchester, CT 06415 or an-
other charity of your choice. 

To share a memory of Kathryn or to express 
your condolences to the family, please visit: 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Gilead 
Joan Evelyn Butcher

Joan Evelyn (Peterson) 
Butcher passed peaceful-
ly Saturday, Feb. 4, at the 
age of 91 in the presence 
of family, bringing a long 
difficult time with demen-
tia to an end. She lived a 
long and full life, dedicat-
ing herself selflessly to 
family and friends.

She was born March 9, 
1931, to Lillian and Fred-
erick Peterson, and grew up in Bridgeport.

At the age of 19, after completing her fresh-
man year at the University of Connecticut, she 
married her first husband, Raymond Brunell Jr., 
and they settled in the Gilead section of Hebron, 
where she played piano for Gilead Congrega-
tional Church, and taught sewing at the Gilead 
Grange. After having three children they pur-
chased land from the Foote family, where she 
designed, and they built their dream home in 
Gilead. 

While raising her family, she went back to 
college and earned a degree in education and 
started her teaching career. She taught math-
ematics at Bacon Academy in Colchester and 
RHAM in Hebron, then as a professor of math 
at Tunxis Community College, earning a mas-
ter’s in computer science at RPI along the way. 
She retired at age 55 as a professor emeritus 
from the state of Connecticut Department of 
Education.

After becoming a widow at the age of 42, 
Joan met and fell in love with George Butcher 
and married again, enjoying a busy and loving 
marriage of 28 years. George and Joan enjoyed 
traveling out west to visit family, Caribbean 
cruises, and a couple of adventures to Europe. 
They retired to Salem, S.C., where they enjoyed 
golf and gardening in their beautiful retirement 
homes. She made sure she remembered all the 
children’s and grandchildren’s birthdays, and 
handmade Christmas stockings for each one. 

Always an avid gardener, Joan added a beau-
tiful perennial landscape to each of her three 
homes – the one she designed and built in He-
bron and 2 retirement homes in South Carolina. 
She became chairperson of the landscape com-
mittee in her retirement community in South 

Colchester
Barbara Jean Turner

Barbara Jean Turner of 
Colchester passed away 
suddenly Thursday, Jan. 
26, at her home. She 
was 84 years old. Born 
in Rhine, Ga., on March 
15, 1938, she was one of 
nine children of the late 
Herbert and Tommie Lee 
(Harrell) Williams. 

At age 18, Barbara 
married William H. Turn-
er. The couple moved to Colchester where they 
made their home and raised their son. William 
predeceased her in 2001 after 45 years of mar-
riage. In 1998, Barbara retired from a 20-year 
career as a receptionist with the engineering 
department at Pratt & Whitney Aircraft in East 
Hartford. She later worked at Stop & Shop in 
Colchester for an additional 18 years. 

Barbara was a woman of strong faith, fiercely 
devoted to the Lord and she attended the Col-
chester Federated Church. In her free time, 
Barbara could usually be found watching an 
episode of Law & Order or dining out with 
her family or a friend. She will be remembered 
fondly as a kind, hardworking woman who 
loved her family and the Lord above all else. 

She will be greatly missed but always re-
membered with love by her son, William Mi-
chael and his wife Valerie Turner, with whom 
she made her home; her siblings, Darwin Wil-
liams, Jerrell Williams, Marie McMillian, all of 
Rhine, Ga., Jerome Williams of Charlotte, N.C., 
Charlie Mae Dunnham of Alma, Ga., and Roy 
Williams of Atlanta, Ga.; a step-granddaughter, 
Nichole and her husband Michael Decker of N. 
Windham and their children, Aria and Emma 
Decker; and numerous extended family mem-
bers and friends. 

In addition to her husband and parents, Bar-
bara was predeceased by two brothers, Tommy 
and Bud Williams, and a sister, Lanell Holmes. 

Funeral services will be held privately, ac-
cording to Barbara’s wishes. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. To share a memory or express a 
condolence to the family, please visit: www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

Portland
Lionel DeGraff

Lionel (Leo) DeGraff, 
79, of Portland, beloved 
husband of Marie (Vogt) 
DeGraff, passed away 
peacefully Thursday, Feb. 
2, at Middlesex Hospital 
surrounded by his loved 
ones. Born May 24, 1943, 
in Buffalo, N.Y.; son of 
the late Joseph and Alice 
(Robida) DeGraff.

Besides his wife, Leo 
is survived by his three daughters, Karleen and 
her husband Mark Kapitzke of Higganum; Lisa 
and her husband Rick Aiello of Charlestown, 
R.I.; Kerry and her husband Richard Morosky 
of Middletown. He was also the proud Pepe’ to 
his six grandchildren: Timothy and Matthew 
Kapitzke; Taylor and Zachary Aiello; Kaylee 
and Meghan Morosky. Leo also leaves behind 
many nieces and nephews and dear friends.

He is predeceased by his brother, Joseph De-
Graff; sister, Joan Dickinson; brothers-in-law, 
Richard Dickinson and Ernst Vogt.

Leo spent his pre-retirement working at 
Pratt & Whitney in Middletown for 37 years. 
He enjoyed traveling with his wife and family 
and was an avid fan of the Boston Red Sox and 
UConn basketball.

Family and friends can attend calling hours 
on Saturday, Feb. 11, at Zion Lutheran Church, 
183 Williams St, Portland, from 1-2 p.m., fol-
lowed by a funeral service at 2 p.m. Burial will 
be in the family plot in Swedish Cemetery, Port-
land.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to 
St. Jude’s Hospital in Leo’s name.

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

Colchester
Thomas James Rudne

Thomas James Rudne 
of Orange died Friday, 
Feb. 3, at Middlesex 
Hospital, after a valiant 
eight-month battle for 
his health. He worked for 
Sikorsky Aircraft for 33 
years, most recently as a 
logistics coordinator. 

In his leisure time Tom 
was a prolific photogra-
pher who loved to cap-
ture antique trucks, nature, family and friends. 
Tom’s art evolved and was showcased in various 
galleries and libraries. Through the Easton Arts 
Council, he developed close friendships, and 
he loved the camaraderie of the local art scene. 
Photography gave him a sense of purpose and 
pleasure, propelling him on many adventures.

With a sparkle in his bright, beautiful blue 
eyes, he was ever so witty. His loved ones will 
sorely miss his take on the ridiculous, the wick-
ed, and the macabre that was uniquely Tommy. 
He loved collecting Cher memorabilia, trips to 
Maine, and transforming mundane family pho-
tos into works of art. Tom reveled in his sweet 
tooth, enjoying chocolate-covered marshmal-
lows, cheesecakes, and an unquenchable desire 
for milkshakes.

Tom is survived by his father, Laurence Rob-
ert (Bob) and stepmother Hedy Rudne; his sis-
ters, Tracy Rudne Hawry and Megan Rudne; his 
brother-in-law, Hayden Hawry; his nephew and 
niece, Kai and Serena Hawry, and his beloved 
cat, Madge. 

He was predeceased by his brother, Laurence 
Robert (Butch) Rudne Jr.; his mother and step-
father, Janice and Gerry Sibley; and his long-
time cats, Diesel and Shanayney. 

He is also mourned by many close friends, all 
of whom he considered as family. 

The Rudne family is grateful for the support 
from coworkers and the management at Sikor-
sky over the past eight months. We also deeply 
appreciate the care Tom received in his final 
days at Middlesex Hospital from the compas-
sionate staff in the Comfort Care Wing. 

A celebration of Tom’s life will be scheduled 
during the summer of 2023. 

Donations may be made in Thomas Rudne’s 
honor to the Easton Arts Council, P.O. Box 142, 
Easton, CT 06612.

Marlborough
Carol Ann Zimmermann

Carol Ann Zimmer-
mann, 79, of Marlbor-
ough, formerly of Indial-
antic, Fla., passed away 
Thursday, Dec. 29, at 
Hartford Hospital, due to 
a massive stroke. Born 
Dec. 9, 1943, in Hartford, 
Carol was the daughter of 
Leo and Jenni LaForge. 

Carol worked for the 
City of Melbourne, Fla., 
where she retired as an activities director. She 
will be remembered for her strong work ethic 
and the love she had for her family.

She is predeceased by her parents, her sister 
Ann, brother Leo, and her son Steve Zimmer-
mann.

She is survived by her Son Jeffrey Zim-
mermann and his Fiancé Jennifer Marcaurel 
of Marlborough, her Son Brian Zimmermann 
and wife Sue of Haddam Neck, her beloved fur 
baby Lily, Cousin Roger of Massachusetts, and 
extended family members and friends. 

Carol was known for her love of animals; 
shopping, and she loved taking care of plants 
and ordering things on WISH. She enjoyed all 
the time she was able to spend with her son Jeff, 
Jennifer “a.k.a.” Jessi, along with her daughter 
Tayler Foster. She enjoyed smoking cigarettes 
and drinking her coffee while being outdoors 
and soaking up the sun. She disliked the winter 
and one of her last wishes was to have Christ-
mas in July. She loved to dance and would do so 
anytime she got the chance to.

Carol will be deeply missed by all who know 
her. 

There will be no calling hours and the burial 
will be private with the family at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory 
may be made to The American Stroke Founda-
tion at americanstroke.org/donate.

Cobalt
Jeffrey Gilarde

Jeffrey Gilarde, 62, 
passed away peacefully 
at home surrounded by 
family and friends Tues-
day, Jan. 31, after a cou-
rageous five-month battle 
with pancreatic cancer. 
Born March 7, 1960, 
he grew up in Benning-
ton, Vt., graduated from 
MAUHS in 1978, from 
University of Connecticut 
in 1982 with a bachelor’s degree, and earned a 
master’s degree from Wesleyan University. 

Jeff began his career at Yale then worked at 
Wesleyan University as director of scientific 
imaging and was the men’s golf team coach un-
til the time of his death. He volunteered with 
Habitat for Humanity and for 25 years with Ski-
ers Unlimited.

Jeff was well-known as a savvy mechanic 
and a handyman who could fix anything. He en-
joyed traveling to Italy and Spain with his fam-
ily. All who knew him recognized that wherever 
he was, magic happened. His legacy is the joy 
and love he gave to all. 

He leaves his wife, a daughter, twin sons, 
his mother, two sisters, and an extended loving 
family and friends. He was predeceased by his 
father. 

If friends desire, contributions may be made 
in his honor to Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
or Habitat for Humanity through the Office of 
Mahar and Son Funeral Home, 628 Main St., 
Bennington VT 05201.

A celebration of his life will be held at a later 
date in Connecticut and in Bennington, Vt., in 
the spring. 

Colchester
Alice C. Hutchins

On Monday, Feb. 6, Al-
ice C. Hutchins, a beloved 
mother, passed away. She 
was 85. Born to Charles 
and Gladys Crim in up-
state New York, she was 
a homemaker for much of 
her life before working as 
an executive assistant and 
retiring in 2003. 

She married Richard 
Trzeciak and had four 
children: Kim Benz, Julie Trzeciak, Brian 
Trzeciak, and Bruce Trzeciak, Julie passing in 
2020.

Alice loved horses and gardening, but, above 
all, she loved family. Neighbors would of-
ten declare that her backyard was park-like, a 
sanctuary of nature that she transformed from 
woods and brush. Alice would often remark 
about the beauty of horses and how she felt as 
one when riding. She would often boast of her 
children, motherhood being an achievement she 
was most proud of. She was a devout Christian 
and was always active in the church, spreading 
the gospel whenever she had the opportunity.

She will always be loved and never forgotten.
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Obituaries 

East Hampton
Barbara Ann Plourde

Barbara Ann Plourde, 68, passed away 
peacefully at Backus Hospital in Norwich, sur-
rounded by loved ones, on Wednesday, Jan. 11. 
Barbara was born Dec. 9, 1954, in Fort Kent, 
Maine, to the late Angus and Nora (Jandreau) 
Plourde. 

Barbara grew up In Hartford and moved to 
East Hampton, where she lived most of her 
adult life and raised her only son. Barbara dedi-
cated her life’s work to The Hartford Insurance 
Company since the age of 16 and later retired to 
enjoy her family. 

Barbara was a strong, determined, inde-
pendent, silly and loving mother, aunt, sister, 
daughter and grandmother who enjoyed prank-
ing and laughing with her family and friends. 
Barbara was a rare special soul to all those who 
knew her someone you were sure to never for-
get. Barbara had a passion for crafting, crochet-
ing, cooking and a deep love for animals. 

Barbara left a lasting imprint on everyone she 
met; she will be missed, loved and always re-
membered. 

Barbara leaves behind her son, Jonathan 
Morin of Groton; her beloved and only grand-
daughter, Olivia of East Hampton; brothers, 
Sylvio Plourde, Marvin Plourde, Wayland 
Plourde, Leodore (Gert) Plourde, Patrick 
Plourde, Michael Plourde, Adam Plourde, 
Robert (Bobbie) Plourde; and her sister; Dale 
Ocelik. Barbara left us without any answers to 
the mystery of her missing sister, Nina Coe. In 
addition, she also leaves behind many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and great nephews, who 
she loved dearly.

Barbara was predeceased by her brothers, 
Angus Plourde Jr., Irvin Plourde and Larry 
Plourde; her sister, Julie (Plourde) Kaiser.

In respect to Barbara’s wishes, there will be 
no services held; Barbara will be cremated and 
spread among the wild flowers on which she 
loved to gaze while in bloom. 

Those who wish to further remember Barbara 
can make donations in her name to Best Friends 
Animal Society at support.bestfriends.org un-
der memorial fundraising.

Colchester
Gary Arthur Bowling

Gary Arthur Bowling, 61, of Providence, 
R.I., passed away Tuesday, Dec. 6, after a brief 
illness. He was born Dec. 28, 1960, in Hartford, 
son of the late Frank Bowling and Jane Stewart 
Bowling. 

Gary was raised in East Hartford and Col-
chester. He graduated from Bacon Academy 
and the University of Connecticut in Storrs, 
then went on to travel the world. After graduat-
ing from UConn, Gary served at Casa Materna, 
an orphanage in Naples Italy. He later worked as 
a devoted tour guide for Collette Tours, where 
he became a central point in the community and 
made many lifelong friends.

Gary leaves behind his mother, Jane Bowl-
ing Duval; his brother, Michael; sister-in-law, 
Barbara; and his beloved nieces Katelyn and 
Elizabeth; his aunts, Kay Bowling, Joyce Vallez 
and uncle James Stewart; plus many dear cous-
ins and their children. He also is leaving behind 
a loving circle of friends.

Gary was predeceased by his father, Frank 
Bowling; his sister, Cheryl Bowling; his step-
father, Norman Duval; and stepbrother, Richard 
Duval. 

A memorial service will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 25, at 11 a.m., at the Westchester Congre-
gational Church, 98 Cemetery Rd., Colchester.

Portland
Alfred Norton Sweet IV

Alfred Norton Sweet 
IV, “Ted” to most and 
“Papa” to his grand-
children, passed away 
Wednesday, Dec. 28. Born 
in 1944 and raised in Port-
land, he was a resident of 
Warren, Conn., Richland, 
Wash., before returning to 
Portland. He passed away 
while spending the winter 
in Barbados with his wife Lucille. 

Ted is remembered for his good humor, out-
going personality, and relaxed nature. He took 
great pride in the accomplishments of his chil-
dren and grandchildren, whether big or small, 
and in his service to his country in the Vietnam 
War. Always young in spirit, he was blessed to 
be able to boogie board and perform his signa-
ture “watermelon” dive until the very end.

He is survived by his loving wife Lucille; 
daughter Rosalie Chu and her husband Albert; 
son Zach Sweet and his wife Helena; sister 
Cyndy Cox; and grandchildren Benjamin, San-
drine, Corinna, and Ren. Through his marriage 
to Lucille, he is also survived by her daughters 
Luel Swanson Poglitsch and her husband Rob, 
Bergette Swanson, Sarah Sypek and her husband 
Aaron, and grandchildren Elle, Connor and Kai. 
Through his winters in Barbados, he is survived 
by his tortoises, Norton and Lucy.

A visitation will be held at the Biega Funeral 
Home, 3 Silver St., Middletown, on Thursday Portland

Reginald S. Farrington

Reg Farrington, 84, a proud veteran of the 
United States Army, passed away at home on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, in Portland, surrounded by 
family. The second son of Norman and Sarah 
(Andrew) Farrington, he was born on Christmas 
Day 1938 in Providence, R.I., and grew up in 
East Hartford. 

He graduated from the University of Con-
necticut and enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1960. 
He obtained a master’s in history from South-
west Missouri State College. After 21 years of 
active duty, including two tours of Vietnam, he 
retired from the Army as a lieutenant colonel. A 
true patriot and dedicated supporter of veteran 
causes, he was the commander of American 
Legion Post 69 for 17 years, a member of its 
Color Guard, co-led the effort to establish the 
Portland Veterans Memorial and was a member 
of the Connecticut Military Vehicle Collectors 
Club. 

Reg’s other occupations included teaching 
natural resources at Hartford Vocational School 
(Vermont), joining his brother Ed at American 
Concrete Pumping, and substitute teaching at 
Portland High School. He was an avid reader 
of history, and enjoyed spending time with his 
local Castelli family, experiencing great joy 
from his nieces Stacy, Jessica (Josh) Shelberg, 
nephew Jeremy (Ammie), great-nephews Cole, 
John and Andrew and great-nieces Carolanne 
and Charlie. 

He is predeceased by his parents; his older 
brother Norman and his wife Dianne (Boyer); 
and his parents-in-law Rose (Preli) and Andrew 
Castelli; and Rose’s second husband Louis Cas-
telli; his son-in-law, Robert Johnson; and sister-

Carolina.
She began watercolors as a hobby after re-

tirement and became a very accomplished and 
prolific watercolor artist and longtime member 
of the Keowee Key Painting club, earning many 
accolades and participating in many juried ex-
hibitions. Many prized portraits of family mem-
bers now grace our homes, and each year she 
would hand make her own holiday cards from 
her paintings.

Her love of music began when she sang 
chorus in high school and learned piano. She 
played piano her entire life, and when George 
passed away, purchased a secondhand baby 
grand piano, and perfected her talent with more 
lessons. She continued to play until a few years 
before her death.

Her loving, kind, and generous spirit, intel-
ligence, creativity, sense of beauty, sense of hu-
mor, and selfless dedication to family will be 
sorely missed, and will continue to be an inspi-
ration for all who knew her. 

She knew how to love, in the best sense of 
the word, jumping in without hesitation, and her 
purpose in life was to make sure that love was 
expressed in her actions, her support of family, 
and her life choices every step of the way.

She is survived by daughter, Bonnie Brunell 
of Connecticut, and stepchildren Tina Bucking-
ham of Montana, Greg Butcher and wife Linda 
of Virginia, and TJ Butcher and wife Sharon of 
Connecticut and sister Linda Lipnik and family 
of Tennessee.

Joan is also survived by grandchildren Pat-
rick Brunell, Jessi Calvo, Knikka Wetzel, Rosie 
Everhoney, Daniel Butcher, Casey Butcher, 
Sam Butcher, Luke Buckingham, Levi Buck-
ingham, and many great-grandchildren. They 
are Dylan Calvo, Matthew Sehl, Ryleigh and 
Kayden Wetzel, Lea Simone, Ava Rain and 
Harrison Halevy-Butcher, and Oliver and Ev-
elyn Buckingham.

Joan is predeceased by first husband, Ray-
mond W. Brunell Jr.; their children, Raymond 
W. Brunell III and Sherryl Eve Brunell; brother, 
Gerald Peterson of New York; and her second 
husband, George E. Butcher.

Many thanks to the staff at Manchester Man-
or who tended to her lovingly throughout the 
last year and a half, providing much-needed 
support to her and her family. We will be for-
ever grateful.

A Celebration of Life service will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Anyone with information can anonymously 
report it to a voicemail system by calling 860-
228-5319.

Hebron’s Coalition on Diversity and Equity, 
who previously hosted a rally to help combat 
hate in the community, issued a brief statement 
following the latest incident.

“It’s so sad to hear about this incident at 
RHAM. We feel for the students. The efforts 
being taken by the school and consultant show 
a sincere commitment to open communications 
and listening to students, and fostering a culture 
of inclusion.”

McNamara explained in his letter that the 
district partnered with Joelle Murchison, the 
founder of Exec Mommy Group LLC, a di-
versity, equity and inclusion consulting firm. 
Murchison was previously invited to a RHAM 
Board of Education meeting to present ideas for 
the district moving forward.

“Earlier this week, Ms. Murchison and a col-
league facilitated student and staff focus groups 
to gain different perspectives on the RHAM 
community and hear ideas on what can be done 
to make it a more inclusive environment and 
more clearly demonstrate how we value, re-
spect, and celebrate the diversity of our com-
munity,” he wrote. “I was present during these 
focus groups and found the information shared 
to be very insightful. Ms. Murchison and her 
colleagues will also be leading programs for 
all RHAM students focused on these topics. 

Talking with our students about these issues is 
a necessary part of moving the district forward 
in this work.”

On Tuesday night, Murchison monitored a 
community conversation at RHAM that “fo-
cused on the power of words we use, and how 
those words can have an impact on others.”

The district made counseling available for all 
students immediately after the incident. 

Then, on Feb. 16, RHAM will be putting on 
its first “Respect Day,” which focuses on kind-
ness, dignity and tolerance. 

“These are the principles that represent who 
we are and what we believe, as well as what 
we seek to foster and grow every day,” McNa-
mara stated. “I want to assure all members of 
the RHAM school community that the safety of 
our children is the district’s foremost concern, 
and there are policies and procedures in place to 
ensure the well-being of all our children.”

When she addressed the school board last 
year, Murchison expressed that the district had 
a “real opportunity to begin talking” and to 
“learn from each other.”

“The important piece is being deliberate 
about starting,” she said. 

She added that there is not a “one size fits 
all” solution.

“It can’t happen overnight,” she said. “It 
doesn’t work that way. It takes time to unlearn 
what we’ve been taught.”

★ Racist Message, cont. from page 31
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Feb. 16, from 5-7 p.m., with time to share fun 
stories about Ted from 7-7:30 p.m. A funeral 
Mass will be held at St. Mary Church in Portland 
at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 17, followed by a buri-
al service at noon at the State Veterans Cemetery 
in Middletown. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation 
in his name to Special Olympics Connecticut 
(www.soct.org) or the Wounded Warrior Project 
(www.woundedwarriorproject.org).

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – For information call: 860-569-0722

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org
Protectors of Animals, Inc.

144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

“Pet of the Week”
Meet Brixie! She is a 7 month 
old French Bulldog/Chihuahua 
mix and currently weighs 10 
lbs. Brixie is a social butterfly 
and enjoys meeting new people. 
Brixie shows friendly interest in 
other dogs and may consider a 
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lazy, and likes reassurance 
in new situations. Knight 
would rather cuddle and 
nap than go on a Crusade. 
Knight is going to make 
someone a loyal best friend 
and companion. 

doggy sibling in her furever home. Children 10 years of 
age and older would be a good fit for Brixie.

One year old Knight is goofy and curious, a little clumsy, 
and very, very sweet. To be honest, he is also the tiniest bit 

Colchester
Robert Donat Dumond

Robert Donat Dumond, 
more fondly known as 
Bob, of Colchester, for-
merly of East Hartford 
and Manchester, passed 
away Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 
Kimberly Hall in Wind-
sor where he had recently 
been residing.  He was 82 
years old.  

Bob was born Dec. 14, 
1940, on Lille, ME, a son 
of Romule and Aline (Corbin) Dumond.  He 
married his beloved wife Blanche “Bee” Mull 
on January 1, 1988.  The couple made their 
home in Colchester and shared 32 years of mar-
riage before she predeceased him on March 29, 
2020.  

Bob was a proud veteran and patriot, serv-
ing with the US Army and participation with 
the American Legion, Adler-Boluck Post 6990 
Colchester. He retired several years ago af-
ter a varied career with Reed Construction in 
Manchester, Central Paving in South Windsor, 
Dadarion Brothers in Windsor, Pratt & Whitney 
in East Hartford and he also owned and oper-
ated a cleaning service with Bee in Colchester.  
In his free time, Bob was a tractor enthusiast.  
He loved fixing things or working outdoors. 

Bob will be remembered fondly as a kind-
hearted, hardworking man who loved his fam-
ily and was a loyal protector of animals.  He 
leaves his daughter, Wenda Dumond of Elling-
ton; a sister, Jean and her husband Don Dube of 
Vernon; three grandchildren, Joshua Dumond 
of Sarasoto, Fla., Bryan Dumond of Montville, 

CT, Carly Moody of Ellington, CT; a great 
grandson, Dominick Dumond of Mansfield; a 
nephew, Dean Desjardins; a niece, Kelly Har-
vey; and many extended family members and 
friends. 

In addition to his wife and parents, he was 
predeceased by a sister, Bella Davis.  A grave-
side funeral service will be held at noon on 
Thursday, February 16, 2023, at the State Veter-
ans Cemetery on Bow Lane in Middletown with 
full military honors.  

Donations in his memory may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association www.alz.org/ct  or to 
the Connecticut Humane Society www.cthu-
mane.org.  

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements.  To share a memory or express a 
condolence to the family, please visit: www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com 

in-law, Carol (Anderson) Castelli. 
He is survived by his devoted wife, Andrea; 

daughters, Elaine Farrington Johnson (Frank 
Moore) and Norma (Ken) Schneiderman; son, 
Ethan (Sandee); grandson, Matt (Ari) Leezer; 
granddaughter, Lauren; great-grandson, Finn-
ley; brothers, Ed (Karen), Geoffrey (Jessie), 
Stephen (Sharon) and David (Sue); brothers-in-
law Steve, Mark (Kim) and Tom Castelli, many 
nieces, nephews and dear friends. 

There will be a graveside service with full 
military honors for Reg today, Friday, Feb. 10, 
at 1 p.m., at the Connecticut State Veterans 
Cemetery, 317 Bow Lane, Middletown. 

Donations in his memory may be made to the 
American Legion Post 69, P.O. Box 161, Port-
land, CT 06480. 

To share memories or send condolences to 
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuner-
alservice.com.
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Town of Hebron 
Parks and Recreation Department
Summer Camp Program Leaders

and Program Specialists
The Town of Hebron is seeking qualified candidates to fill the 
position of Program Leaders and Program Specialists for the 
Summer Adventure Camp program.  Applicants must be 16 years 
of age or older, and available for the duration of training and 
camp operations from June through August based on the needs 
of camp program.  
Anticipated flex work schedule of Monday through Friday, 
between the regular camp hours of 6:45 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., with 
the possibility of additional hours based on departmental needs.  
Rate is $15.50- $17.00 an hour.
All applicants must be able to pass a criminal records background 
check and pre-employment drug test.  Please send letter of inter-
est, resume and application to the Town Managers Office, Town 
of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248 or call 860-530-
1281. Applications will be accepted until the position(s) are filled.  
The Town of Hebron is an equal opportunity employer. 1TB 2/10

Park Maintainer
The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the 
position of Parks Maintainer. This part-time, year-round position 
performs a wide variety of manual labor tasks in the construc-
tion, installation, repair and maintenance of parks, grounds and 
recreational areas and facilities. Participates in snow removal 
operations.
Applicants must have knowledge and experience in the safe opera-
tion of equipment including but not limited to manual shift trucks, 
towing trailers with equipment, hand and riding mowers, hand and 
power tools, trimmers, paint machines, snowplow and other equip-
ment used in maintenance of municipal facilities, turf, athletic fields, 
recreational areas, snow removal, etc. Custodial duties include 
cleaning restrooms, refuse removal, and general housekeeping 
tasks as assigned. Applicants must be 18 years or older, possess a 
valid Connecticut driver’s license and have a clean driving record. 
$16.50 per hour. 19.5-hour workweek. Job description and applica-
tion are available at www.easthamptonct.gov.
Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume and employment 
application to the Town of East Hampton, Department of Human 
Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, or by 
email to Human Resources at lseymour@easthamptonct.gov, by 
February 27, 2023, or until filled. A job description and employment 
application may be found at www.easthamptonct.gov. EOE/AA/M-F.   

1TB 2/10

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

LEGALS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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EMPLOYMENT

Senior Center Van Driver – P/T  $17/Hr.
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for a part-
time Senior Center Van Driver for Wednesday and Friday from 
8am to 12noon. This position is responsible for safely driving 
seniors and persons with disabilities to appointments and 
outings on an assigned schedule.   Valid Connecticut Driver’s 
License and Class A/B Public Service License with Endorse-
ment F is required. 
The full job description and employment application are 
available from the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall or online at 
www.marlboroughct.net.  
Please submit an application and cover letter to: Marlborough 
Town Clerk, 26 North Main Street, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, 
CT 06447.  This position will remain open until filled.
The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 2/3, 2/10

Administrative Assistant to Finance Director/
Accounts Payable

Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Deadline: 2/24/2023

Send resume and Town application: First Selectman’s Office, 
P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071 [Email: mceppaglia@
portlandct.org]
Full-time 35 hours weekly Non-Exempt; starting salary $70,665 
(salary range: $70,665-$86,911); MEUI Clerical union, full 
benefits package. Subject to pre-employment drug/alcohol 
testing and background check. All qualified applicants will be 
considered for employment without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, or national origin. Qualifications: high school diploma 
or GED equivalent including or supplemented by courses in data 
processing, computer science or related area, plus two (2) years 
of experience in data operations or accounts payable, or any 
equivalent combination of training and experience. See www.
portlandct.org for details.

1TB 2/10

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF. Costume jewelry, pot-
tery, bottles, crocks, jugs, toys/
games, glassware, silver plated 
items, signs, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, bar items, tools, 
sterling coins, kitchenware, 
cookware, automotive, books, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
knives, hunting, fishing, military, 
Masonic, fire dept. and more. 
Donald Roy 860-874-8396.         

COLCHESTER ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing on 
February 21, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall Meeting Room 
to hear and consider the following petition:
1. Application No. ZBA 2023-001 ARK Station LLC – 200 
Lebanon Ave – Application for variance from Section 10.5.1.D 
to reduce width of proposed one-way driveway from 15’ to 12’. 

At this hearing interested persons may appear or be heard and 
written communications will be received.  The application is 
on file for public review on the Planning & Zoning Commission 
Webpage and in the Planning & Zoning Department, Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT.
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Robinson, Chairman

2TB 2/10, 2/17

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

IWWA ACTIONS
Notice is hereby given that the Inland Wetlands and Watercours-
es Agency held a Regular Meeting at 6:30 p.m. on January 25, 
2023 at the East Hampton Town Hall and via ZOOM to consider 
the following: 
Application IW:22-031: Christopher Liguore, 49 Wangonk Trail, 
Rebuild deck and stonewall. Map 09A/ Block 70C/ Lot 39 - Ap-
proved
Chairman Joshua Wilson 1TB 2/10

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission held a 
regular meeting on February 1, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town 
Hall, Eaton Smith Council Chambers Room 107 and via ZOOM 
Virtual Meeting to consider the following:
• PZC-22-010: Connecticut Water Company, Install well 
metering building. Map 10A/ Block 85/ Lot 5C - Approved with 
conditions.

Ray Zatorski, Chairman 1TB 2/10

Legal Notice
Andover Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission 
 
At their regular meeting, the Andover Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Commission RECEIVED the following applica-
tion on February 6th, 2023:

• Permit Application IWWC #23-01:  Jay Tuttle, Town of 
Andover- Application for 5-year “General Permit” that would 
cover all Andover Department of Public Works routine drain-
age maintenance activities within the town’s right-of-way.   

If you have any questions, please contact the Andover 
Wetlands Agent at 860-742-7305 (extension 4221) or email 
(preferred) at wetlands@andoverct.org

1TB 2/10

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
REVISED LEGAL NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, February 23, 
2023 at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman 
Room (2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT. Public 
access through Zoom link A at www.portlandct.org to consider 
the following:
Application #22-02: 43 Goodrich Lane.  Request to appeal a 
Zoning Permit denied by the Zoning Enforcement Officer to 
construct a single family dwelling.   Application and property 
of John and Sally Anderson.  Assessor’s Map 76, Lot 15-1. 
Zone R-25.
Application #22-03: 117 High Street.  Request to appeal a 
Zoning Cease and Desist Order by the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer that roosters are not allowed on property per zoning 
regulation 9.7.1.  Application and property of David Rutter.  
Assessor’s Map 39, Lot 70. Zone R-15
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of these 
applications are available for public review in the Portland 
Land Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 7th day of February 2023.
Joan Giesemann, Chair

2TB 2/10, 2/17

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Conservation Commission at its meeting on 
February 6,2023 took the following action: 
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION – #10-22 – 21 Austin HGB, LLC Bill Gjonbalaj 
(Applicant / Property Owner), Map 6 Block 28 Lots 4,5,6, 12 
and #25 South Main Street. Provide apartment housing by 
building (2) 48-unit buildings.
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Yvonne Bolton, Chair

1TB 2/10

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough Zoning Commission at its meeting on Febru-
ary 2,2023, took the following action: 
PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED/ APPLICATION CONTIN-
UED:
#Z-08-22- Austin HGB, LLC Bill Gjonbalaj (Applicant / Property 
Owner), Map 6 Block 28 Lots 4,5,6, 12 and #25 South Main 
Street. Provide apartment housing by building (2) 48-unit build-
ings Application.
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED:
 #Z-12-22- Amendment to Zoning Regulation Article 7A VCD, 
Article 8A DBIPZ. Cannabis Regulations (PERMITTING)
#Z-14-22- Amendment to Zoning Regulation Article 7A VCD, 
Article 8A DBIPZ. Cannabis Regulations (PROHIBITING)
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED:
APPLICATION #Z-01-23- C&B Marlborough Associates LLC 
(Applicant/Property owner) 41-45 Hebron Rd. 1 MW Solar 
installation. A public hearing is scheduled for March 2,2023.
APPLICATION #Z-02-23-Hazel Licratz/Farm at Carter Hill 
(Applicant/Property Owner) 86 E. Hampton Rd. Special Permit 
Public Events. A public hearing is scheduled for March 2,2023.
SPECIAL PERMIT APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS:
 Special Permit- # 3-20 - 17 East Hampton Road LLC, Site 
Plan Amendment
APPLICATIONS TABLED:
APPLICATION #Z-12-22- Amendment to Zoning Regulation 
Article 7A VCD, Article 8A DBIPZ. Cannabis Regulations (PER-
MITTING) tabled until March 2, 2023.
 APPLICATION #Z-14-22- Amendment to Zoning Regulation 
Article 7A VCD, Article 8A DBIPZ. Cannabis Regulations 
(PROHIBITING) tabled until March 2, 2023.
AMENDMENTS TABLED:
Amendments to Article Six A.1 Parking and Storage of Recre-
ational Vehicles and Trailers
tabled until March 2, 2023.
Amendments to Article Six tabled until March 2, 2023.
Election of Officers tabled until March 2, 2023. 
Kevin Asklar, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 2/10

-TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH-
Public Forum & Community Discussion 

Sustainable Connecticut
Racial & Social Equity and Community Inclusivness 

Islamophobia/Hate Speech/Hate Crimes   
Presented By 

MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
Please Join Us On

Saturday, February 25th at 9:30AM
Marlborough Elementary School Cafeteria

25 School Dr.
 Marlborough, CT 3TB 2/10, 2/17, 2/24

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the February 2, 2023 meeting, the following actions were taken:
APPROVED PZC Application #22-17: Proposed amendments to 
the Town of Portland Zoning Regulations: Article 2 Definitions, to 
amend people. Article 2 Definitions, to add Cannabis; Cannabis 
Establishments; Cultivator; Delivery Service; Dispensary Facility; 
Food and Beverage Manufacturer; Hybrid Retailer; Micro-
cultivator; Product Manufacturer; Product Packager; Retailer; 
Transporter. Article 5.1 Permitted Uses Business Zones. Article 6.1 
Permitted Uses Industrial Zones. Add Article 9.18 Cannabis; Add 
Article 19.18.1 Locational Requirements. Application of the Town 
of Portland Planning and Zoning Commission.
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-18: 34 Gospel 
Lane. Proposed Special Permit for change of use to add 2,950 sq. 
ft. gym business to existing building. Application and property of 
MJS Realty Ventures LLC. Map 31, Lot 26. Zone IP.
APPROVED with Conditions PZC Application #22-19: 185 
Marlborough Street. Proposed site plan review for a Tattoo Studio. 
Application of Stephen Guerin and property of Rosario Agostino. 
Map 20, Lot 202. Zone B-2.
Dated at Portland, CT. this 7th day of February 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 2/10

COOK WANTED: Stop in to 
The Greenleaf Cafe in Hebron 
for details. Or call 860 228-8148

RESIDENT CARE ATTEN-
DANT- Part Time, 2nd shift-4 
days/wk, includes every other 
weekend. Please call Christal 
at Greystone 860-342-2509

WAREHOUSE POSITION: 
Seeking full time, energetic, or-
ganized individual for small lo-
cal company. Great family type 
work environment. Occasional 
heavy lifting/Light phone duties/
Customer contact. $20-$25 an 
hour DOE /Plus benefits! Train-
ing provided. Apply in person at:
Yost Associates 224 Eastern 
Blvd Glastonbury M-F 8:00-
5:00 POSITIVELY NO PHONE 
CALLS!

PART TIME - PERSON with 
excellent communication skills 
to call retail businesses. Mon - 
Fri. Days. $20/hour to start plus 
commission. Health Insurance 
Available. Permanent Position. 
Glastonbury Office 860- 633-
6744

LANDSCAPE ACCOUNT 
MANAGER E.A. Quinn Land-
scape Contracting Inc (E.A. 
Quinn) is looking for an expe-
rienced Landscape Account 
Manager to join our Landscape 
Maintenance department. The 
successful candidate will direct 
production, quality control, and 
services for assigned accounts. 
We are looking for a result ori-
ented, passionate people per-
son, that is customer focused 
and extremely detail oriented 
and organized. The position will 
continue to expand upon the 
customer base and correspond-
ing revenue, while ensuring 
the highest level of customer 
satisfaction, retention and prof-
itability. E.A. Quinn Landscape 
Contracting, Inc. is “An Affirma-
tive Action Equal Opportunity 
Employer”. Compensation will 
be commensurate based upon 
prior experience and current 
skill level. The Company offers 
various benefits, inclusive of 
Medical & Dental Insurance and 
a 401K Plan. Send a resume 
and cover letter to info@ea-
quinn.com or mail to E.A. Quinn 
Landscape Contracting Inc. 240 
Commerce St. Glastonbury, CT 
06033 

HELP WANTED: CASO’S 
HVAC, LLC, East Hampton, 
CT is now hiring Commercial & 
Residential HVAC Mechanics/
Technicians. B2 or S2 License 
Required. Must have at least 
5 years experience. We of-
fer competitive hourly wages. 
Please email resume to caso-
hvac@comcast.net or call 860-
267-5851.

HELP WANTED: DuBosar Irri-
gation Landscape Construction 
Company looking to hire labor-
ers, technicians, and equipment 
operators. Great starting pay 
and work environment. Expe-
rience in industry helpful but 
will train. Reasonable workday 
hours, starting March-April. 
Valid driver’s license a plus but 
not necessary.  Immediate po-
sitions also available for snow 
removal.   860-206-4705

FARM HELP WANTED: Horse 
Feeding at East Haddam/
Colchester farm. Call John for 
more info. 860-680-5149

MECHANIC – Truck & land-
scape Equipment. Fulltime 
Mechanic to assist with main-
taining the company’s fleet of 
vehicles and equipment. Must 
be have 3 years’ experience in 
working on dump trucks, heavy 
equipment, skid steers, excava-
tors or similar type of machinery 
and vehicles. The
primary position will be perform-
ing preventative maintenance.
E.A. Quinn Landscape Con-
tracting, Inc. is “An Affirma-
tive Action Equal Opportunity 
Employer”. Compensation will 
be commensurate based upon 
prior experience and current 
skill level. The Company offers 
various benefits, inclusive of 
Medical & Dental Insurance and 
a 401K Plan.Send a resume 
and cover letter to info@ea-
quinn.com or mail to E.A. Quinn 
Landscape Contracting Inc. 240 
Commerce St. Glastonbury, CT 
06033

tion back in 2021. 
As a condition, he had to keep it secret. This 

turned out not to be too hard since Hall could 
hardly believe it himself. 

“The joy is easy, but there are lots of pres-
sures and changes new in my life,” including 
press interviews and a highly public facing ca-
reer opportunity. 

From now until liftoff, Hall’s going to record 
pretty much everything – phone calls, moments 
between he and his girlfriend, the mundane 
suddenly made significant. He’s been speak-
ing with former astronauts, including some 
from the Apollo mission. dearMoon will follow 
a similar trajectory to that of Apollo 13 in the 
1970s. 

Finer details have to be hashed out, but, he 
said, wherever the film’s released, it will reach 
as many people as possible. 

The mission has been credited by commen-
tators with democratizing and diversifying 
spaceflight, bringing on a crew of not scientists, 
but entertainers, artists, YouTubers, dancers, 
creatives seated in one of humanity’s greatest 
scientific feats. 

“This project will be global in terms of 
reach,” said Hall. 

“I’m proud to represent Connecticut and 
the town,” he said. “I can’t say enough about 
the people here, all my friends and mentors 
and teachers that helped me grow, taught me 

valuable lessons about being a person. As I go 
through this process, being from this town will 
be a big part of me.”

 History’s first-ever all-civilian space-
flight, set for later this year, will include 
crew from across the globe – and one from 
right in Marlborough, local filmmaker 
Brendan Hall, seen here in his official 
crew photo. 

★ Headed for Space, cont. from page 1

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover St Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make 
every effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without 
charge, that part of an advertisement in which an error may occur, 
provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The 
liability of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions 
from any advertisement will in no way exceed the amount of the 
charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no 
responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person 
or persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, po-
litical or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury 
Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every effort will be made 
to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for the protection 
of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific place-
ment of ads and will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. 
The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Picture this....
YOUR AD 

HERE
and reaching a 

combined 
circulation of 
over 35,000.

Call 633-4691
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SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com
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Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Mulch

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care

R
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23On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Climber / Bucket Truck

Reasonable Rates – Free Written Estimates

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

860.913.6203

Complete
Lawn Maintenance

Fully Licensed & Insured
HIC # 0661818

SPECIALIZING IN:
Scheduled Mowing

Landscaping Maintenance
Mulch Installations

Fall / Spring Clean-Ups
...and much more!
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Now 
Scheduling:

Fall Leaf Cleanups
Snow Removal / Salting

• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!
With the frozen ground, now is one of 

the best times to take down your trees!

Group & Referral Discounts 10%
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

Spring Is Near! 

86 JonEs Hollow Road, MaRlboRougH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
1-
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

TREE & LANDSCAPING

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!
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22 860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR
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ACF 
Stump 

Grinding
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE2-10-23

Remember, as long as you are 
breathing, it’s never too late

to start a new beginning.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

RENTALS

REAL ESTATE
RENTAL 

WANTED

PORTLAND 1st FLOOR 4 
ROOM APT., refrig, stove, 
washer/dryer hookup, no smok-
ing/no pets, security, credit 
check. Parking. $975./month 
plus utilities & heat.  Tel. 860-
916-7482

FOR RENT: EAST HAMPTON 
STUDIO APARTMENT. Heat 
and hot water, laundry facility. 
Lake access. $875. Call 860-
617-5369.

WANTED TO RENT / LEASE: 
House, apt or condo in Glaston-
bury area from May 26 to Aug 
5. Would like 2 B/R’s, furnished 
and pet-friendly. We have 2 y/o 
female Lab, house-trained and 
only barks at door bell ringers. 
Dates are flexible but daughter is 
delivering a son in mid-June. We 
have references and used to live 
in G-bury. Please call 860-918-
1851 if interested. Thanks

CLEANING
C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

I’d LOVE to help you juggle 
your busy lives by taking one 
dreaded task of your list ..... 
CLEANING. I love , when my 
client walks in and says “ WoW “ 
That’s what I aim for every time. 
860-301-5625 

CARPET CLEANING - Have 
your carpets deep dry cleaned. 
Eliminate problems associated 
with water (mold, mildew). Best 
method available for removal 
of pet stains, etc. Removes 
allergens. Immediate use. Up-
holstery cleaning. Completely 
safe. Experienced, references, 
insured. William Agostinelli, 
860-704-8486.

POLISH/ENGLISH SPEAK-
ING MAID CAN CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 30% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, refer-
ences. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call Kasha 860-268-2301.

EUROPEAN SUPER CLEAN-
ING. RESPONSIBLE POLISH 
WOMAN SEEKING HOUSE 
CLEANING WORK. For more 
information please call Halina 
at 860-305-8131.   

Email your Classified Line Ad to 
nancy@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY

❏	 $10.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury  
 Citizen;20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $9.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News  
 Bulletin;20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $18.00 per week combination rate, 20¢ for each additional  
 word for insertion in both the Citizen and the Bulletin.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

in The Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast News Bulletin
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR PAINTING
Exterior Painting / Carpentry
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C
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MARK'S
PAINTING

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Freshen Up for the New Year!

Since 1992

860-267-4125

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
9-

24
-2

0

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

WE OFFER HIGH END PAINTING
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Call us today and get a FREE QUOTE
on any of your painting needs

from interior rooms to
kitchen cabinets to drywall repair!
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860-951-4693

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
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License #HIC 0656593

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Painting • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
 HOME IMPROVEMENT
& CUSTOM CARPENTRY 

860-467-5564 Marc Viccaro 

 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

Master Carpenters 
& Interior Painters

FOR HIRE 
WE DO IT ALL!

Over 40 Years Experience  

860-498-1060
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STARKEY HOME REMODEL-
ING - Call today for a free es-
timate on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, base-
ments, flooring (tile, hardwood, 
laminate & vinyl), painting/stain-
ing, insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/Insured. 
James 860-573-3597. 

CABINET REFACING: Not an 
overpriced box store or fran-
chise. Local company, cabinet-
makers specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood products, 
custom work and counter tops. 
Deal with the owner. Wood’n 
Excellence, Inc. CP#0664648, 
860-345-2050

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of 
the services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, Ce-
dar Closets, Custom stairs, 
Pocket doors, Interior and 
Exterior doors, Radiator cov-
ers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters 
or on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water dam-
age and rot repair of all kinds 
such as leaky roofs, doors, win-
dows or plumbing fixtures. We 
do complete repair of drywall 
and plaster. We also combat 
the entry of mice and more. Call 
Rene (860)643-0428

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & floors. Li-
censed/Insured. Give us a call 
for a free estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC See us on Facebook. 
B.B.B. 860-267-1496.

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. Li-
censed and insured. All types 
of tile work, kitchens, baths. All 
work guaranteed. 16 years ex-
perience. Call 508-0893.

GUTTER CLEANING, No mess 
- hand cleaned, rinsed, check 
drainage. Cleaning included 
with optional, reasonably priced 
LEAF STOP-R GUARDS. 
Clogged gutters = water dam-
age. Free estimates. Insured, 
Reg # HIC.0651707 Call/Text 
Marc anytime 860-498-2524

HANDYMAN SERVICES - All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall 
to plumbing, painting to tile. 
Have a repair issue we are here 
to Help. Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917-3154

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinish-
ing. Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. Fin-
ish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTH-
ERS HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/operate info@broth-
ershomeimprovementct.com 
www.BrothersHomeImprov-
mentCT.com 860-432-5716, 
860-882-7672.

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
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FOR SALE

       Beautiful Colonial - Just Listed!     

       Inventory is still low, this could       
be the best time for you to sell!     

       IS THIS SIGN FOR YOU?   

       If so, call today:       
860-604-8459     

       Jamie R. Bell     

       190 Sunset Dr, Glastonbury | $449,900     

       Reserved for your home!     

R
E2

-1
0-

23

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

SERVICES

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!

Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

FIREWOOD: Sold in 1 or 2 
cord. Split and seasoned. $270 
a cord. Cavanna Farms 860-
659-1856

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Cut, 
split and delivered. Prompt ser-
vice. $270 cord. Call Dennis 
860-208-5864

PUPPY FOR SALE: Half Ameri-
can Bully and Half Pitbull, 10 
month old. All shots up to date, 
female, Serious Inquiries Only. 
$1300 or best offer. Call Kelly 
860-617-6539. 

FOR SALE: Firewood  $240/
cord Call Troy Hall 860-338-
6283
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Heating, Air Conditioning,
Hot Water & Ductless Splits

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372
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23860.888-2090
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: All 
items removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We also 
remove sheds and hot tubs. 
Insured. Josh Langdon 48 hrs. 
Cleaning Services. 860-922-
4621

FLOOR SANDING AND RE-
FINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 860-
647-9261

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty Chimneys can 
burn! Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures peace 
of mind. Dust-free professional 
cleaning. Fully Insured. Call 
Dave, 860-267-8422

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAUL-
ING: Same day appointments 
available, cleanouts, base-
ments, garages, even the junk 
in the backyard. We can take as 
much or as little as you want. 
Mark 860-295-9692 or 860-
916-9577.

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

Happy New Year. 2023 Heat Pump Rebates, Tax Credits and 
Financing As Low As 0% Are Available Now!

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps, Ducts or No Ducts, No Problem.  Rebates and Tax Credits in 2023  
could save you up to 80% or more of the cost of your installation, reduce your use of fossil fuels, 

improve heating and cooling home comfort, and reduce your energy expenses. Call today or visit  
our Website or Ductless & Heat Pump Showroom in Portland to find out more.

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome

FOR SALE:  High Performance 
Airless Paint Sprayer, Upright 
8 drawer tool chest on rollers. 
Plus a variety of tools. Call 860-
639-6553

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street) 860-633-
4691.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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Receive Our Truckload 
Before Everyone Else 

And Our Weekly Flyer  
Message & Data Rates May Apply 

6 Lbs. Beef Chuck London Broil 
Steak 100% Pure Beef No Additives  

8 Lbs. 90% Ex-Lean Ground Beef 
100% Pure Beef No Additives  

3 Lbs. Beef Chuck Stew Meat 
100% Pure Beef No Additives  

3 Lbs. Beef Chuck Pot Roast 
100% Pure Beef No Additives  

8 Lbs. Center Cut Pork Chops 
100% Pure Pork No Additives  

4 Lbs. Country Ribs 
100% Pure Pork No Additives  

10 Lbs. Boneless Skinless Chicken 
Breast Fresh Grade A All Natural 

10 Lbs. Chicken Thighs Bone In 
Fresh Grade A All Natural 

10 Lbs. Chicken Drumsticks 
Fresh Grade A All Natural 

3 Lbs. 3 – 1 lb Packages Of Bacon 

Please Order 1 Day Ahead  
Available After  12 Noon 

Bob’s Super Bundle  

$199. 

Windham IGA IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS- We reserve the right to limit quantities.  
Illustrations are for display purposes only and do not necessarily represent items on sale   

10-12 lb Avg. 

Lessor Amounts $3.99 /lb 100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

99 

20 - 25  lb. Average 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

12 – 14  lb. Average 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

Top Round 
Steaks & 

Roasts 

New York Strip 
Steak & Roast 

100% Pure Beef No Additives 

Scan to 
Receive our 

Flyer 
Be The First 

To Know 

10 – 15  lb. Average 

Sirloin Tip Steak  & Roast 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

14-20 lb. Average 

Bone In Pork Chops & Roasts 

100% Pure Pork No  Additives  

8 - 10 lb. Average 

Boneless Pork Chops & Roast 

100% Pure Pork No  Additives  100% Pure Pork No Additives 

 

100% Pure Beef No Additives 

5-8 lb. avg. 

Fresh Grade A All Natural 

Sold In 40lb Box  
Not Further Processed 

Also Sold in 10lb Bag $.98  /lb 

Also Sold in 10lb Bag $2.48.

Fresh All Natural 

Sold In 40lb Box  
Not Further Processed 

20-25  lb. Average 

Consists of Porterhouse Steak 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

18 - 22 lb. Average 

Prime Rib Steak & Roast 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

3 

20 – 25  lb. Average 

Top Round Steak & Roast 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

16-20 lb Avg. 

Fillet Mignon Steaks & Roasts 

4 – 6  lb. Average 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

New York Steak & Roast 

12 – 16  lb. Average 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

All Sale Items Are While Supplies Last –  We Will Custom Cut And Bulk Wrap All Primals 

Wholesale Prices To The Public  Effective Feb. 9th-16th   

422 Windham Rd. Willimantic CT. 06226 860-423-3056  
Open 8AM-8PM 

Sold in 9-10 lb bags 

Fresh Grade A All Natural 

Sold In 40lb Box  
Not Further Processed 

Also Sold in 5lb Bag $4.48.

Fresh Grade A All Natural 

Sold In 40lb Box  
Not Further Processed 

Also Sold in 10lb Bag $1.98.
Fresh Grade A All Natural 

Sold In 40lb Box  
Not Further Processed 

Also Sold in 10lb Bag $3.98  /lb 

Fresh Grade A All Natural 

Sold In 40lb Box  
Not Further Processed 

Also Sold in 10lb Bag $1.48  /lb 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

14 – 19  lb. Average 

100% Pure Beef No  Additives  

Rib Eye Steaks & Roasts 

Boneless Sirloin Steak & Roast 

Eye Round Steak  & Roast 

10-12 lb. avg. 
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