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 This photo – taken by East Hampton photographer Joe Gowac – is going to grace 
a U.S. Postal Service Forever stamp, new for 2023. While he wasn’t sure why, the 
Portland first selectman bets the USPS chose the Arrigoni for its notable look, and 
the fact that it dates back to the Depression. (Federal officials say the bridge is in 
Middletown, but it’s just as much a part of Portland.)

Arrigoni Bridge Earns
Stamp of Approval 

By Jack Lakowsky
Last week, the Town of Portland got a pleas-

ant surprise – the Arrigoni Bridge, long a local 
landmark, will feature on a new U.S. Postal Ser-
vice Forever stamp.

It is one of just four selected from all the 
bridges in the nation. 

First Selectman Ryan Curley told the 
Rivereast he didn’t know of the stamp until the 
postal service made its announcement, which 
came by way of the state Department of Trans-
portation. 

The selected bridges range from pedestrian 
to car carrying, all regarded as local landmarks, 
and other selectees include more modern bridg-
es in Omaha and Oklahoma City, and one con-
necting the states of Iowa and Illinois. 

While the stamps are only available for bulk 
purchases for now, the Arrigoni will still be 
seen all over the country. 

Why the Arrigoni got picked isn’t clear, likely 
its venerable history and its impressive pair of 
600-foot steel arches, the tallest in Connecticut. 

“This came as a pleasant surprise,” said Cur-
ley of the national recognition. 

It may not be a “formal” honor, but, Curley 
said, the “stamping” can be used as leverage in 
appeals to the state and federal governments for 
funding future bridge work. 

The online history transportation archive 
Kurumi.com features a wealth of information 
about the bridge’s long, and at times expensive, 
history. 

The bridge, which spans well over a half mile, 
was opened in August 1938, at a cost of about 
$3.5 million, more than $60 million in today’s 
dollars. The year it was built, it won first prize 
in the large bridge category from the American 
Institute of Steel Construction. 

It was named for Durham state Sen. Charles 
J. Arrigoni, who fiercely advocated for the 
bridge’s construction.

Until the 19th century, the only way to cross 
the Connecticut River was by ferry. The first 
service in Connecticut was at Windsor in 1642; 
in Middletown, service was started in 1726.  

On April 12, 1896, a 1,300-foot two-lane 
plank drawbridge was built at Middletown. At 
the time, it was the longest highway drawbridge 
in the world. 

As motor traffic increased in the early 1900s, 
especially on weekends and holidays, drivers 
clamored for a way to cross the river with-
out being interrupted to let marine traffic pass 
through. Studies for the new bridge date back 
to at least 1933.

Construction started in 1936 and continued 
nearly 24 hours a day until the Arrigoni Bridge 
opened to traffic on August 6, 1938. The day it 
opened, the bridge was the longest of any kind 
in New England.

The bridge was completely repainted in 1997.
The bridge’s history has a darker side as the 

site of suicides and nearly a decade ago, a man 
threw his infant son into the river, drowning the 
boy.

An idea to decorate the Arrigoni Bridge with 
necklace lighting and spotlights from below has 
gone back and forth for decades. Many oppose 
this move, saying the money could be better 

Musicals are Back at RHAM High School
By Michael Sinkewicz

After a nearly six-year hiatus, the RHAM 
High School drama club is putting on a full 
scale musical next week, following months of 
rehearsals as students prepare for their shining 
moment.

The production is High School Musical, an 
upbeat story filled with singing and choreog-
raphy, adapted from the popular 2006 Disney 
Channel film of the same name.

The show premieres next week with a per-
formance on Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. There are two 
showtimes on Feb. 11 at 2 and 7 p.m. Tickets 
are sold at the door.

Last week, as the final details were ironed out, 
the Rivereast sat down with the cast and crew to 
understand what goes into bringing the show to 
life and the magic happening backstage.

Behind the Scenes
The play’s director, Emma Filosa, matches 

the energy of her actors. In fact, she sees herself 
as the catalyst to motivate and inspire the stu-
dents who walk through the auditorium doors 
after school each day.

During the day, she works in one of the mid-
dle school special education programs. Then, 
her focus shifts to squeezing the most out of the 
production. 

The cast “definitely started this really doubt-
ing themselves and really holding back and as 
we go, I see it more and more that they’re bring-
ing it out,” she said. “I think once they have an 
audience, it’s going to explode.”

Committing to a show, and the hours of work 
that comes with it, is an accomplishment for a 
program that’s been largely dormant. The pan-
demic put a hold on almost all productions, with 
a radio play-style adaptation of It’s a Wonderful 
Life being the only opportunity for students to 
perform. There hasn’t been a musical produc-
tion since 2017.

“I knew that a lot of them were wanting to do 
it before they graduated,” Filosa said. “I got in 
touch with the principal and said, ‘Can we do a 
drama club?’” 

Over the summer, she got approval from the 
principal to direct a show and worked out a re-

hearsal schedule with the auditorium director. 
Since November, rehearsals have been nearly 
every day.

While Filosa has been involved with theater 
her whole life, this is her first large-scale musi-
cal – and she knew right away what she wanted.

“As soon as I got the approval [from the prin-
cipal], I applied for the license for High School 
Musical, because I always wanted to direct 
that,” Filosa said. “And I knew it was going to 
bring in more kids.”

One challenge became clear: audiences have 
images frozen in their minds from the 2006 
film. Finding the balance between the source 
material and innovation can be difficult to man-
age.

“There’s definitely an expectation with the 
characters and what the set will look like and 
what the costumes are going to be like,” Filosa 
said. “To some extent, I want to give people that 
so they feel that but I also want it to be their own 
show because I want them to be able to embrace 

See Musicals are Back, page 31
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163 Broadway Street, Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-537-2020

www.colchestereyecare.net RE1-20-23

Colchester Eye Care 
is back in network 

with EyeMed.
CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

R
E1

-2
7-

23

Learn from 
yesterday, live for 
today, and hope 
for tomorrow.
The important 

thing is not to stop 
questioning. 

— Albert Einstein

Middletown $479,900
3 Years Young, 3 Bedroom Gorgeous Ranch

Location, location, location. Backing and siding to woods with an amazing view out the back. This 
beautiful ranch home offers the best in one floor living with an open floor plan for the way we live 
today. Absolutely stunning inside and out. You will be impressed! Public water and public sewer, 
gas, and central air. Conveniently located just minutes to downtown Middletown offering an array 
of restaurants from fine dining to pizza to coffee houses, Main Street shopping, 12 plex movie 
theater and picturesque CT River boardwalk. Only a short 25 minute ride to some of CT’s most 
beautiful shoreline towns and beaches.

Mark Toledo 860-301-2339

Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2355 sq. ft. Colonial. 
Home already under construction.
Still time to pick the final choices.

Don’t miss out on this stunning home and location. 
Mark Toledo 860-301-2339

7 to 9 month occupancy from building permit. 4 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2,500+ sq. ft. Traditional Colonial. 
Still time to customize and make all selections. Situated 

on 1.77 beautiful acres. Directly on end of cul de sac with 
walkout basement possibilities. This home can be built 

with or without dormers above the garage.
Mark Toledo 860-301-2339

East Hampton, CT

DON’T 
MISS 
OUT!

10 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM!
Ranch & Multi Generational Plans

Now Available!

ALMOST COMPLETELY SOLD OUT
Only 8 7  5  4 Beautiful Home Sites Remain in Phase II & Phase III
FROM THE MID $500’S TO THE MID $700’S

SkylineEstatesCT.com

Taylor Lane, East Haddam, CT 
3  2 stunning home sites on cul de sac 

1.06 and 1.77 acres • Absolutely gorgeous private location
Many upgrades already included in price

Quality construction by Morecon Builders
Under Construction 5 to 6 Month Occupancy To Be Built 7 to 9 Month Occupancy
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EAST HADDAM EAST HADDAM$528,700 $549,700 - $557,700

JUST 

LISTED 

East Hampton $564,900
Skyline Estates

Spectacular farmhouse plan at Skyline Estates – “The Georgetown”! This charmer offers an amazing, large, 
open great room/family room and kitchen and it’s own breakfast/dining room area – all glass, overlooking 
our gorgeous lots. You will enjoy a wonderful mudroom and office on the first floor. The upstairs of this abode 
is stunning with a large walk in laundry room, oversized bedrooms, two huge walk in master closets and an 
oversized master bath. Standard features include granite, hardwood floors, gas fireplace, gorgeous kitchen 
cabinets, deck, tray ceilings, shadow boxing, custom staircases, floor-to-ceiling tile in showers in both full 
baths, oversized shower stall in master, 9’ ceilings and oversized mouldings on first floor – to just name a few!

Mark Toledo 860-301-2339

UNDER 

CONTRACT

Mark Toledo
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

860-301-2339
Over 37 Years of Experience Working for You

View All Listings on MarkToledo.com

Look up my Zillow reviews 
and find out firsthand what 

my clients say about me.
Search online:

“Mark Toledo Realtor 
Zillow Reviews”





$25 for
this fun

event

Please call
to RSVP:

860-531-9234

FRESCA TEQUILA BAR & GRILL
232 New London Road • Colchester, CT 06415
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off rt 2
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Mechanic
Help

Wanted
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Scholarships Available

Scholarships Available
Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 

community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. 

There are six $1,000 scholarships given, one 
each in East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, 
East Haddam, Glastonbury and the RHAM dis-
trict. There are no restrictions or qualifications; 
all resident seniors can apply.

Deadline for applications is April 1. Visit www.
carlguild.com/scholarship for an application, ask 
your school’s guidance counselor for one.

Residents of Andover, East Hampton, He-
bron, Marlborough and Portland can apply for 
American Savings Foundation scholarships. 
These renewable scholarships can be used at 
a range of four-year colleges and universities, 
two-year colleges, and at accredited technical 
and vocational programs.

The foundation is accepting applications 
from high school seniors, college students and 
nontraditional adult students who will be en-
rolled for the 2023-24 academic year. Students 
can apply online at www.asfdn.org, and appli-
cations are due March 31. The website also has 
links to other area scholarship programs as well 

as resources for learning about financial aid.
Scholarships are awarded primarily based 

on financial need, with consideration given to 
academic performance, community involve-
ment, and other indications of a strong desire to 
achieve goals through education. Current high 
school seniors must be ranked in the top third 
of their graduating class or have a 2.5 GPA or 
higher. Current college students must be main-
taining a 2.5 GPA or higher.

For more information and to apply, students 
and parents can visit www.asfdn.org or call the 
foundation at 860-827-2556.

Correction
In last week’s “Standout Athletes of the 

Week” story, RHAM’s Max Czarnecki was 
incorrectly identified as being part of the 
school’s record-breaking 4x800 relay team. 
Czarnecki did break the school’s 300-meter 
mark, yet the correct members of the 4x8 
relay team were Josh Gauthier, Sam Fortin, 
Cam Rhodes, and Konrad Jandzinski. 

The Rivereast regrets the error.     

Trader Joe’s Now Open in Glastonbury
By Shawn R. Dagle 

Folks in Rivereast towns no longer have to 
head to Manchester or West Hartford if they 
want some Organic Elote Corn Chip Dippers or 
Hold the Cone! Mini Ice Cream Cones.

That’s because, at long last, Trader Joe’s is 
open in Glastonbury. The store opened yester-
day (Thursday, Feb. 2) at 400 Hebron Ave., a 
new plaza located at the corner of Hebron Av-
enue and Sycamore Street, near the center of 
town.

The months-long wait for the specialty gro-
cer came to an end at 7:55 a.m., with a grand 
opening ceremony and ribbon cutting, followed 
by the official opening of the store at 8 a.m. 

“We are so excited to be opening in Glaston-
bury,” Trader Joe’s public relations manager 
Nakia Rohde explained in an email to the 
Rivereast’s sister paper, The Glastonbury Citi-
zen, late last week. 

The Hebron Avenue store is the specialty gro-
cer’s ninth location in Connecticut. Other stores 
are located in West Hartford, Manchester, Or-
ange, Fairfield, Danbury, Westport, Darien and 
Stamford. 

The interior of the Glastonbury store will in-
clude artwork featuring local history. According 
to Rohde, murals will include depictions of the 
Rocky Hill-Glastonbury ferry, Cotton Hollow 
Preserve, the Comstock Covered Bridge over 
the Salmon River in East Hampton, depictions 
of Glastonbury’s Apple Harvest and Strawberry 
Moon festivals, Connecticut’s state flower the 
Mountain Laurel, and its state bird, the Ameri-
can Robin. 

“These neighborhood highlights will be fea-
tured along with Trader Joe’s products,” Rohde 
said. “There will always be something new to 
catch your eye during every adventure to the 
store.” 

Though you won’t find many name-brand 
items at Trader Joe’s, “you’ll discover a store 
full of unique and interesting products, along 
with everyday basics, in the Trader Joe’s label,” 
according to its website. 

“Our buyers travel the world searching for 
products we think are exceptional and will find 
a following among our customers,” added the 
grocer’s website. “To earn a spot on our shelves, 

each product is submitted to a rigorous tasting 
panel process, in which every aspect of quality 
is investigated in context of the price we can 
offer. If a product is assessed as an outstanding 
value, it becomes an essential part of the Trader 
Joe’s shopping adventure.”

Based in Monrovia, Calif., Trader Joe’s – 
which has 540 stores in 42 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia – said it plans on hiring more 
than 80 new crew members to work at its He-
bron Avenue location.

According to Trader Joe’s, which is still in 
the process of hiring new staff members, the 
grocer “prides itself” on hiring locally, and 
plans on hiring folks from Glastonbury and the 
surrounding area. 

The Glastonbury store will also take part in 
the Trader Joe’s Neighborhood Shares Pro-

gram. As part of that program, the Hebron Av-
enue Trader Joe’s will donate 100 percent of 
its products that are unsold, but still usable, to 
nonprofit and community-based organizations. 

“The store is partnered with Connecticut 
Foodshare and Food Rescue US-CT for their 
Neighborhood Shares program,” explained Ro-
hde. 

At yesterday’s grand opening, store captain 
Alex O’Brien (who has been visiting the site 
since early January to prepare) and Trader Joe’s 
crew members were in attendance to welcome 
their newest customers. 

Trader Joe’s on Hebron Avenue in Glaston-
bury will be open daily from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
For more information, visit traderjoes.com. 

Shawn R. Dagle is a reporter for The Glaston-
bury Citizen.

Standout Athletes
of the Week

 RHAM High School junior Luke Ran-
dazzo was selected as a Standout Athlete 
of the Week for his work in the local pools 
as both a swimmer and diver. 

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 

for the week of Jan. 23-29:
Luke Randazzo - RHAM High School 

(Swimming & Diving): Randazzo is the ulti-
mate dual threat in the pool, starring as both a 
swimmer and a driver for the local co-op team 
that features student athletes from RHAM, 
Manchester High School, and Coventry High 
School. Randazzo, a junior, has had first place 
finishes in both swimming and diving event this 
winter despite only picking up the sport two 
years ago. He is on track to be selected to the 
Central Connecticut Conference (CCC) All-
Academic team.

Morganne Pineda - Portland High School 
(Basketball): Pineda scored a career-high 
31 points to go along with five rebounds and 
three assists as Portland notched a solid victory, 
56-36, over conference rival Lyme-Old Lyme. 
The Wildcats from Old Lyme had defeated the 
Highlanders in the first meeting on Dec. 16 at 
Portland High School, but the Highlanders got 
sweet revenge in the second meeting by win-
ning by 20 points on the road. The Highlanders 
next home game will be Tuesday, Feb. 7 against 
Hale Ray at 7 p.m. 

Jake Martino - Bacon Academy High 
School (Track and Field): Martino won the 
shot put at both the Eastern Connecticut Con-
ference (ECC) Developmental Meet on Jan. 20 
and at the Jack Long ECC Select Meet on Jan. 
29. During the ECC Developmental competi-
tion at the University of Connecticut, Martino 
threw a personal-best 47’4.5”. Next up is the 
ECC Championship this Saturday, Feb. 4, at the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London. 

Austin Cuthbertson – East Hampton High 
School (Basketball): Cuthbertson was impact-
ful on both ends of the court as the Bellringers 
defeated Westbrook 60-45 on Jan. 27. Cuthbert-

son, a sophomore, had 12 points and head coach 
John Antolini credited him for his work on the 
defensive end, registering five steals. It was a 
complete team win for East Hampton, who also 
got 22 points and nine rebounds from Brady 
Lynch and 11 points and 10 rebounds from Nate 
Ireland. The Bellringers are in the middle of a 
three-game road trip before returning to East 
Hampton High School for a home conference 
game against Morgan on Monday, Feb. 6, at 7 
p.m.

For questions or to submit an Athlete of the 
Week nomination, email joshhowardsports@
gmail.com.

Dinner Special!

Make Reservations for Valentine’s Day 
1/14/23  
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Lunch – happy hour – Dinner SpeciaLS
DownStairS Lounge – Drink SpeciaLS

Prime Rib Dinner
Special $35.00

Weekend of
2/3 & 2/4

15% OFF $60.00 
or more!

With this ad. Offer good till 2/7/23. Can’t be used for special events.

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester
860-531-9160 • www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Thurs. Fri. & Sat.

— LIVE ENTERTAINMENT —
Friday 2/3, 7-10pm: “Borderline Genius Friday”

 Join us for

Super Bowl Party 

1/12/23

spent elsewhere and that light pollution will 
further hinder stargazers and astronomers. Sup-
porters say the bridge will look more attractive 
and support tourism.

In 2022, yet another multimillion dollar in-
vestment was in bridge was finished, work that 
started just before the pandemic began. 

Last August, the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation announced the safety and pe-
destrian improvement project at the Arrigoni 
Bridge has been completed. 

The project, which started in February 
2020, included replacement of the bridge 
deck, improvements to the bridge approaches on 

both sides of the Connecticut River, new side-
walks, and steel and concrete repairs which 
improve safety and increase the lifespan of the 
bridge.

The project was originally slated to finish in 
February 2022, but completion of the weather-
dependent work was delayed until late summer. 

While the Arrigoni Bridge deck was 
paved in summer 2021 work continued under-
neath the structure until summer 2022. That 
work included replacement of bearings, steel 
upgrades, painting, and other structural im-
provements. 

Other new stamps include civil rights icon 
and late U.S. House representative John Lewis, 
skateboard art, a painting of the Everglades and 
close-ups of microorganisms. 

★ Arrigoni Bridge, cont. from page 1
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations
By Mike Thompson

First off, congratulations to the Arrigoni 
Bridge! As you saw on the cover this week’s 
paper – in case you hadn’t heard already – 
there’s going to be a U.S. postage stamp this 
year featuring the beautiful bridge that con-
nects Portland to Middletown.

The Arrigoni is one of just four bridges 
to be featured on the new stamps. The other 
bridges in the series include the Bob Ker-
rey Pedestrian Bridge in Omaha, Neb.; the 
Skydance Bridge in Oklahoma City; and the 
Iowa-Illinois Memorial Bridge in Bettendorf, 
Iowa and Moline, Ill.

While I haven’t seen any of those three 
bridges, I can tell you the Arrigoni is definite-
ly deserving of being featured on a stamp. It’s 
just beautiful to look at, with those majestic 
arches soaring over the Connecticut River in 
elegant beauty. In fact, according to the state 
Department of Transportation, the Arrigoni’s 
two 600-foot steel arches have the longest 
span length of any bridge in Connecticut.

The stamp depicts the bridge from the Port-
land side, at sunset. It’s a gorgeous capturing 
of what’s really a gorgeous structure.

Now, there is a catch if you want to acquire 
an Arrigoni stamp. The presorted first-class 
mail stamps will be available for purchase by 
bulk mail users, in coils of 3,000 and 10,000, 
according to the U.S. Postal Service.

But still, the Arrigoni is getting immortal-

Bulletin Board
A recent joyful notice from a rather distant relative that she and her husband are going to 

have a baby got me to thinking about this whole birth thing. 
At the risk of exposing myself for the curmudgeon I am, why is it that folks having their 

first child act like they’re the first people in human history to give birth? I mean, people have 
been having kids for thousands of years, many of them conceived, if not delivered, in the most 
unlikely places. Of course I’m pleased that you’re pleased, but in the greater scheme of things, 
it’s not like you’re having a baby panda or something. 

Still, I guess we all do it. I recall one of my pregnant sisters-in-law and her husband years 
ago crooning over an in-utero photo of their developing son. “Oh, honey,” she exclaimed. “He 
has your nose!” To which the other replied, “But he has your hands!”  C’mon people, all I can 
see here is a shapeless blob. I could find more detail in a beached jellyfish. Whether he has 
your nose, or her hands or the mailman’s butt, who the hell knows? (They laugh about it now, 
by the way.)

I admit to being highly excited about the birth of both my boys. Of course, at the time I had 
no idea they’d move so far away that I’d end up shoveling my own driveway. Also, while excit-
ed, I didn’t feel compelled to videotape their arrival in all its miraculous (but messy) glory.  Nor 
did it escape me that the process of giving birth obviously hurts. You’d certainly never get me 
to do that and all I had to do was watch and try to be supportive while keeping my eyes closed. 

The guy in the adjoining room when our Son #1 was born was also trying to be supportive as 
his wife screeched and carried on for hours to the obvious disgust of the nurses on duty, who 
seemed to think she was overdoing it. At one point, I heard her crying out for her husband, 
“Danny! Danny! Danny! Get over here!”

“What is it, honey?” I heard him say soothingly. 
“I’m going to kill you!” she shrieked.
I saw the poor guy out in the hallway later. “How’s it going?” I asked.
“Oh, great,” he replied. “Just great.” 
Yeah, so what’s with that ice pick sticking out of your eye?
I read somewhere once that women who give birth experience some sort of weird nurturing 

amnesia where they actually forget all the pain and discomfort due to their great joy over the 
happy outcome. I don’t know how people capable of remembering that you bought them dis-
counted chocolates for Valentine’s Day in 1993 can forget that giving birth hurts, but there must 
be something to it or nobody would do it more than once.

In any case, it seems to me that things have sure changed since my wife and I had our boys. 
(Son #2 says, “Yeah. Now people have babies in the hospital instead of in log cabins.” He’s 
quite a comedian. We’ll see who’s laughing when I figure out how to post those photos of him 
in a diaper and a cowboy hat.)

For instance, what’s with these “gender reveal” celebrations? Aside from being an excuse for 
an additional party, I don’t see how these “reveals” square with the national conversation these 
days about gender and identity. Shouldn’t parents wait until kids are at least six or seven years 
old and mature enough to choose their own surgeon before having a “gender reveal?” And am 
I going to be shunned as completely tone deaf if I send over a pink or blue onesie for the baby 
shower? It’s hard to know what’s acceptable behavior in these days of rapidly changing social 
norms.

As for the recently arrived “guess what, I’m pregnant” announcement, I’m happy for them. 
It’s hard not to share the feeling when people are so obviously delighted. I can only hope that 
the post office will still be in business when the actual blessed event takes place in a few months 
so I don’t have to rent a camel and make my way by the light of some distant star to deliver an 
appropriate baby gift.

Jim Hallas

ized on a national stamp. That’s pretty freak-
ing cool.

* * *
I was sad to hear about the passing this 

week of actress Cindy Williams. I spent 
many an hour as a child watching, and very 
much enjoying, Laverne & Shirley reruns. 
And watching them again as an adult (there’s 
seriously a channel on the Pluto streaming 
service that airs nothing but Happy Days, La-
verne & Shirley and Mork & Mindy reruns 24 
hours a day), I’ve really been able to appreci-
ate how brilliant the physical comedy on that 
show was. Williams and the late 
Penny Marshall just excelled at slapstick, and 
they complemented each other perfectly.

One of my very favorite moments in jour-
nalism came in 2007 when I got to interview 
Cindy Williams for The Glastonbury Citizen, 
as she was appearing at the McDonald’s in 
town at a ‘50s-themed car show. She was ex-
tremely gracious, and answered all my ques-
tions. It was a lot of fun. Definitely my big-
gest brush with Hollywood fame.

* * *
Before I close, I see Tom Brady has an-

nounced his retirement. Again. He says this 
time is for real. I say – we’ll see. 

* * *
See you next week.  

Unbelievable…
To the Editor:

Everyone’s favorite grade school science 
teacher had an epiphany: Joe Biden should not 
seek a second term in 2024. What do you sup-
pose led Mr. Science to this conclusion? Was 
it the fact that Joe was purposefully banished 
to his basement sandbox in 2020 to avoid em-
barrassing public antics that would magnify his 
ineptitude as a presidential candidate? Was it 
the past plagiarism issues? Or was it the well-
documented belief in D.C. that Joe has always 
been one slice of bread short of a sandwich? 
And 50 years is a lot of sandwiches…

I admire the skill involved in how progressive 
liberals always characterize their opponents as 
the root of all evil while simultaneously offering 
“objective” critiques of their own heroes who 
commit far worse acts. It’s not really a skill, 
though. It’s more of an undiagnosed medical 
condition. Mr. Science laments Swift Boaters 
slandering John Kerry, while the entire Demo-

Lopsided ‘Diversity’
To the Editor: 

Philadelphia Flyers hockey player Ivan 
Provorov’s recent refusal to wear the special 
team-altered jersey for the NHL’s Pride Night 
revealed that “diversity” is a lopsided, one-way 
street. In response to his desire to “stay true to 
myself and (my) religion (Eastern Orthodoxy)” 
the LGBTQ+ rainbow coalition and sympathiz-
ers went ballistic! Believers in true diversity 
countered by buying out his number 9 jersey in 
record time.

Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

FBI’s New York Field Office
To the Editor:

The Russian operation to get Trump elected 
in 2016 was real. We are still living under the 
specter of 2016, and we are closer to the be-
ginning of the process of learning about it than 
we are to the end. An FBI agent working for 
Putin swayed the 2016 election by both leaking 
disinformation about Russia-Gate and revealing 
the reopening of the email investigation, right 
before the election. The person who led the rel-
evant section, Charles McGonigal, has just been 
charged with taking money from the Russian 
oligarch Oleg Deripaska. 

cratic Party engaged in a proven phony Russia 
collusion story with direct ties to Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign. And why is it that progressive 
liberals believe every fairy tale that the media 
concocts? Liberals might want to consider that 
what they’re told isn’t always true.

Back to Old Joe. Truck driver, lifeguard, 
scholarship student, football player at Delaware 
State, professor, raconteur. But his detractors 
are the ones to blame. George Santos…he’s the 
real liar and the real threat to democracy. Mak-
ing up false narratives to gain access to power 
and prestige. And, apparently, he also tried to 
pass himself off as having American Indian 
heritage to curry favor with…oh wait a min-
ute…that was somebody else. Possibly our next 
president if Mr. Science gets his wish.

Hey Sy…do you read your letters before you 
send them to Mike Thompson? Your logic is 
full of holes.

Warm wishes,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

See Letters, page 6

 Weir Stops By… State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) recently visited Lisa Hopkins’ fifth 
grade class from Andover Elementary School to speak with the students about his 
role and responsibilities, his experiences as a new state representative, the legislative 
process, and other topics related to state government. “It was truly a pleasure to 
have been invited to speak with the students from Andover Elementary School and 
highlight the role state government plays in their lives,” Weir said. “I was really 
impressed with their knowledge and overall interest in what goes on at our state 
Capitol.”
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       UNDER CONTRACT            $384,900            UNDER CONTRACT            $345,900            UNDER CONTRACT            $399,900            JUST SOLD            $899,900     

       CONDO            $192,000            VICTORIAN            $469,900            WATERFRONT LOT            $140,000            UNDER CONTRACT            $324,900     

       COUNTRY ESTATES AT CHESTNUT HILL     

       Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102       
Alexis Trzcinski 860-967-1652     

       52 Kramer Rd,        
Colchester     

       $699,900     

       15 Jasmine Ln,       
Glastonbury     

       Peggy Foran 860-798-1694       
Kieran Foran 860-716-5462     

       123 Main St, Town     
       Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102     

       Connect with Us            GlastonburyBHHSNEP     

       GlastonburyBHHS     
       Glastonbury  |  2790 Main St  |         860.633.3674     
       Marlborough  |  27 North Main St  |         860.295.9527     

       Our office website:   

       © 2022 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.     

       22 Mott Hill Rd, East Hampton     
       Mimi Perrotti 860-595-9888     

       $249,900            TWO FAMILY            PRICE REDUCED            $675,000     

       87-89 Sisson St, East Hartford            15 Jasmine Ln,       
Glastonbury            Felix DuVerger 860-652-4521     

       Peggy Foran 860-798-1694      
Kieran Foran 860-716-5462     

       IN-LAW SUITE            $317,999     

       25 Wadsworth St, Manchester     
       Annette Pasek 860-490-8357     

       $479,900            SPACIOUS            LAKE ACCESS            $599,900     

       36 Flood Rd, Marlborough            29 Sherwood Ln, Marlborough     
       Sheila Young 860-834-4692            Susan Nilsen 860-918-2840     

       UNDER CONTRACT            $345,900            $140,000            UNDER CONTRACT            $469,900            VICTORIAN            $299,900            DUPLEX     

       $269,000            UNDER CONTRACT            $274,900            UNDER CONTRACT            $365,000            UNDER CONTRACT            $419,900     

       61 Ridge Rd, Middletown            31 Church St, Wethersfield            61 Vernon Rd, Bolton            54 Woodbridge Rd, Glastonbury     

       232 Hidden Lake Rd, Haddam            35 Greenwood Dr, Manchester            66 West Rd, Marlborough            32 Justin Way, Tolland     

       Corrie Brindamour 860-227-4347            Kelly Britt 860-559-7124            Michelle Collins 860-982-4684            Tyler DeVecchis 860-966-9217     

       Enza Dandeneau 860-796-5941            Jody Lynn 860-214-7514            Stephanie Starr 860-214-4385            Michelle Collins 860-982-4684     

       $349,900            3 ADJACENT LOTS     

       119 Carey Hill, Windham            14 Milk St, Windham            44 Wells St, Manchester            886 Maple Ave, Hartford     

       29 & 37 Charter Oak Pl, Hartford            600 Wethersfield Ave, Hartford            330 Franklin Ave, Hartford     

       Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102            Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102            Paul Koutsopoulos 860-604-0765            Ilir Gjomarkaj 860-281-9730     

       Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102            Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102            Nadia Goracy 617-899-8202     

       UNDER CONTRACT     

       COUNTRY ESTATES AT CHESTNUT HILL     

       52 Kramer Rd,        
Colchester     

       Lisa Cozzi 860-508-2102       
Alexis Trzcinski 860-967-1652     

       78-80 Cabot St, Hartford     
       Lisa Lazarus 860-881-8009     

       S       T       A       R       T       I       N       G               I       N               T       H       E               $       7       0       0       ,       0       0       0       '       s     

       P       R       I       C       E               R       E       D       U       C       E       D       !     

       Yola Feery 860-306-6553     

       487 Foote Rd, Glastonbury     

       NEW BUILD            $1,150,000     

       $       2       2       9       ,       0       0       0            $       7       5       0       ,       0       0       0            $       1       ,       2       3       5       ,       0       0       0            $       7       ,       0       0       0       ,       0       0       0     

       $       1       ,       4       5       0       ,       0       0       0            $       3       9       9       ,       9       0       0            $       2       9       9       ,       0       0       0            $       5       2       5       ,       0       0       0     

       I       N       V       E       S       T       M       E       N       T               O       P       P       O       R       T       U       N       I       T       I       E       S     

       T       H       R       E       E               F       A       M       I       L       Y            T       H       R       E       E               F       A       M       I       L       Y                    1       4               U       N       I       T       S                    8       0               U       N       I       T       S     

       F       O       U       R               F       A       M       I       L       Y                    S       I       X               F       A       M       I       L       Y            T       H       R       E       E               F       A       M       I       L       Y            T       H       R       E       E               F       A       M       I       L       Y     

       W       A       T       E       R       F       R       O       N       T               L       O       T     

R
E2

-3
-2

3



Page 6 NEWS BULLETIN • February 3, 2023

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
★ Letters cont. from page 4

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT12-29-22

Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

C
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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BBQ Brunch
This Saturday 11am-2pm

Our regular menu will be 
available as well!

So, Comey (former FBI director) put this 
guy in charge of the FBI’s New York field of-
fice. The guy then proceeded to leak lies about 
the Hillary email investigation to Giuliani. And 
he pressured Comey to announce they were re-
opening the investigation into Hillary just days 
before the 2016 election. McGonigal was also 
put in charge of the Trump/Russia investigation. 

Meanwhile, the whole time he was himself, 
working for Russia. 

Trump & Yanukovych (president of Ukraine 
from 2010 until he was removed from office 
in the Revolution of Dignity in 2014), were 
similar figures: interested in money, & in power 
to make or shield money. And therefore, vul-
nerable partners for Putin. They also shared a 
political advisor: Paul Manafort. He worked 

for Yanukovych from 2005-2015, taking over 
Trump’s campaign in 2016. Manafort had to 
resign as Trump’s campaign manager in August 
2016 when news broke that he had received 
$12.7 million in cash from Yanukovych. 

Reconsider how the FBI treated the Trump-
Putin connection in 2016. Trump and other 
Republicans screamed that the FBI had over-
reached. In retrospect, it seems the exact oppo-

site took place. The issue of Russian influence 
was framed in a way convenient for Russia and 
Trump. (Road To Unfreedom by Timothy Sny-
der, CBS, Newsweek, NY Post, Yahoo, Justice.
gov, ABC)

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

BOS Vision vs.
Community Values

To the Editor:
What a town preserves represents the values 

of the community. Hebron promotes itself as 
possessing “Historic charm with a vision for 
the Future.” Hebron has an active open-space 
agenda, but no land has ever been acquired 
solely for its historic value! Hebron leadership 
acquires land without research of its historical 
significance.

Only 13 Hebron buildings are designated as 
“historic properties.” Many are town-owned, 
yet the master plan is to abandon them and 
move Hebron Center.

Selectmen were elected and swore to pre-
serve Hebron’s “rural historic character,” but 
their actions promote the opposite. Hebron’s 
Plan of Conservation and Development is inde-

Bisbikos’ Surprise 
Presentation

To the Editor:
I appreciate hearing about Bisbikos’ presen-

tation but question how it was handles. The 
points made regarding town needs in terms of 
youth center, police department and food bank 
are all valid points.

The choice of utilizing prime commercial 
real estate which would generate additional tax-
es if commercially developed I think deserves 
a thorough evaluation before entering into 
any commitments by the town. As an alterna-
tive we should consider demolition of existing 
senior center building and build in its place a 
new building to house youth center, food bank 
and police department. This would use existing 
town real estate and create a town government 
center of support services comprised of Town 
Hall, senior center and new youth, food bank 
and police center. This new building would be 
accessible by the youth by sidewalks from our 
schools and provide opportunity for our police 
to engage with our youth in this shared space.

In terms of Old Town Hall, we should invest 
in its renovation as it is important part of town 
history , possible uses creating youth, family 
and senior counseling center.

To fund these options, I would think funds 
could come from multiple sources and grants.

Sincerely,
Paul Chreiman – Colchester

Fix Public Works
at Old Colchester

To the Editor:
Desperate to convince us to finance their mu-

nicipal complex in the town center, the Town 
of Hebron continues to spread misinformation. 
One of the biggest whoppers is the idea that 
the Public Works problems couldn’t be fixed 
at its current location at Old Colchester Road. 
Old Colchester has worked just fine for more 
than four decades. It was the preferred location 
when problems surfaced with the current facil-
ity. Viable architectural plans were drawn up for 
a common-sense facility that would meet He-
bron’s needs. These plans were eventually re-
jected when the idea of municipal complex on 
the horton property with a new fire department, 
police department, and town hall were con-
jured up. Knowing that few people would vote 
for this, the town has consciously used Public 
Works as a “driver.” First, they would bring the 
Public Works Complex to vote and then hav-
ing destroyed the Horton property for anything 
else, they would build the rest of it.

The irony is that the Old Colchester site was 
rejected by the town manager, because it was 
“too expensive.” (“A. Tierney summarized $8M 
on existing site is too expensive” - Minutes of 
BOS meeting, 9/15/2016 – https://hebronct.
com/agendas/#section_list). Now, in planning 
to build on the Horton property, the price tag 
has ballooned to $20M (their numbers, we 
know it will be more) for just the Public Works 
Building. The entire Municipal Complex will 
cost well north of $50M.

Town insiders, many of whom don’t pay 
taxes or are moving, want us to fund a grandi-
ose, unneeded municipal complex, which will 
include a “state-of-the-art” Public Works build-
ing. The truth is these vanity projects will ruin 
the charming and rural town that we love. Let’s 
vote! Bring it to referendum!

John Collins – Amston
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HEALTH 
CARE 

SERVICES

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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ONLINE AND IN PERSON
Better Balance PT offers weekly 
exercise classes for brain health,

PD and movement wellness
for as low as $8/class.

Call today for times & locations:
860-380-0213
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AN UNEXPECTED SOURCE OF ORAL HEALTH
 Breastfeeding is not necessarily suitable for every mother or every infant, but if you are 
on the fence about deciding what is best for you and your child, you should know that 
breastfeeding can have significant benefits for your baby’s oral health. Because breast 
milk is more easily digested than formula by most babies, more nutrients and vitamins 
that are vital to tooth and bone development are able to be absorbed. Breastfed babies 
are also far less likely to experience baby bottle tooth decay (also known as “bottle rot”). 
Of course, breastfeeding cannot eliminate tooth decay and you should start brushing your 
child’s teeth as soon as they erupt.
 Taught early enough, healthy habits turn into healthy lifestyles. Begin with proper 
brushing and flossing techniques, and continue with regular professional care and 
cleanings for a healthy smile that will last a lifetime. If you would like more information 
on how to get your child’s dental experience off to a good start, we welcome your call. We 
have both children and adults as patients because everyone, regardless of age, deserves a 
winning smile.
 P.S. According to an American Dental Association study, children who were breastfed 
are less likely to have tooth alignment issues when they are older.

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE2-3-23

Dr. Steven Rafalowsky
Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

Rag Doll
To the Editor:

On my Andover Lake walks, I frequently see 
a dog outside with a ragged doll of sorts in its 
mouth. He seems to be enticing you to come try 
and take it away. Another Andover Lake resi-
dent, Don Denley, last week complained about 
Ned Lamont, the rag doll he never lets go of. 

Don began his listings of things wrong with 
Democrats and Lamont (and I quote) “Lamont’s 
Accomplishments: 1) 50th worst state to open a 
business. Look it up!” Enticed by Don’s chal-
lenge, I looked it up and found Forbes listed 
Connecticut as 11th best state to open a busi-
ness. Another website, blog.hubspot.com, only 
listed the top 10 states and worst 5 states to start 
a business, and Connecticut wasn’t on either 
list. Wallethub, a personal finance website, lists 
Connecticut 49th with only Alaska being worse. 
We can see there are disagreements among 
various business prognosticators. Perhaps Mr. 
Denley could identify his sources of informa-
tion next time he makes cocksure statements? 

Property Assessments
To the Editor:

I have always tried to be a trusting person and 
assume positive intent. But I have found this 
hard to do when it comes to my Andover prop-
erty assessments. For 17 years, I have found er-
rors in my property field cards; not one field card 
has been correct. I have gone before the Board 
of Assessment Appeals for every revaluation 
since 2006; the BAA reduced every assessment 
with the exception of the revaluation for 2016. I 
appealed the BAA ‘s decision with the Superior 
Court. Representing myself, my appeal went to 
trial, and the judge ruled in my favor.

When one error is corrected then another er-
ror appears. I should not have to address these 
errors. By Connecticut statutes: 12-63(a) asses-
sors are required to appraise houses based on 
fair market value, how can that be done when 
the field cards are inaccurate? My invalid re-
cording has included an unfinished basement 
and slab under the house. I assure you I did not 
pull a permit to add an unfinished basement or 
a slab. The date my house was built was inaccu-

cisive about preserving history, totally ignoring 
prehistory and minorities while promoting un-
sightly suburban sprawl.

Hebron’s PWC debate resulted from the BOS 
assuming the site was historically insignificant 
without any research. Ironically, the Connecti-
cut Historical Society recently acquired docu-
ments that irrefutably show that the new PWC 
will destroy Governor John S. Peters’ farm – the 
last remaining farm in Hebron Center, shaped 
and worked by his “Black cousins,” Cesar Pe-
ters’ family. Sentient people would make an ef-
fort to preserve stonewalls and a field cadaster 
that was created before Hebron was settled. Yet, 
the town’s website shows no such plans to ac-
commodate historical features.

Burnt Hill Park provides mute testimony of 
the BOS vision of a rootless, bulldozed, sub-
urban future. Connecticut’s State Archaeolo-
gist recently identified Burnt Hill as one of the 
very few Paleo-Indian sites in Connecticut. Un-
fortunately, the prehistoric evidence and 18th 
century farmstead were bulldozed for playing 
fields. Hebron’s rare middle income African-
American site now lies under commercial park-
ing lots. Soon Hebron Center’s last remaining 
farmland, established in 1702 and owned by 
Governor Peters, will be destroyed for a salt 
shed. Ancient armies sowed salt over conquered 
cities. Will Hebron leadership’s machinations 
do the same?

John Baron – Hebron

Most business-savvy people probably consider 
Forbes a better judge of business trends than 
Hubspot or Wallethub.

Another contributor last week, Colin McNa-
mara, called the gathering of world and business 
leaders at the Davos World Economic Forum 
“the plotting of the elite to oppress the masses.” 
He inferred it was about “fascism,” “importing 
high-end prostitutes,” and attendees being “like 
alien invaders.”

The Davos webpage sounds reasonable to 
me. “The world today is at a critical inflection 
point. The sheer number of ongoing crises calls 
for bold collective action. The Annual Meeting 
will convene leaders from government, busi-
ness, and civil society to address the state of the 
world and discuss priorities for the year ahead.” 
I scanned the list of accomplished leaders post-
ed on that site. If Colin sees elitists and fascists, 
so be it. To each his own.

Edmund Smith – Andover

rate, causing problems with my home insurance 
company. I recently questioned the accuracy of 
my depreciation which went from 31% to 11%. 
There was no reason for this % change. When 
asking for an explanation, it was refused and 
rudely dismissed. A small repair in one corner 
of my house was listed as new siding, which is 
over 30 years old.

Taxpayers fund the costs for revaluations, 
there should be an expectation of accuracy. Er-
rors put the burden on the taxpayer to resolve.

Andover residents, check your property field 
cards at the Assessor’s office. if there are errors 
then this could relate to being overtaxed. You 
only have until Feb. 16 to file a form to be heard 
by the BAA.

Emily Timreck – Andover

 A Sketchy Surprise
To the Editor:

The Colchester first selectman’s “surprise” 
proposal to spend millions to buy the vacant 
Jack’s Chevrolet building from an undisclosed 
middleman (rather than directly from its current 
owner) should set off alarm bells.

There’s no transparency when a first select-
man covertly negotiates to buy and sell real 
estate with unnamed developers while leaving 
the rest of the Board of Selectmen in the dark. 
At the surprise presentation, sincere questions 
went unanswered or were met with hostility by 
the first selectman. It’s no wonder that residents 
are concerned about what is happening behind 
closed doors. Many people are also asking: was 
this even a genuine proposal in the first place?

It’s hard to believe a plan that redirects mil-
lions of dollars from other needs, and includes 
selling off another town building, is meant to be 
taken seriously. It looks more like political the-
ater to give lip service to the Youth Center, food 
bank, and police without a chance of success.

Let’s talk about real solutions…
To address the cramped Town Hall, let’s ren-

ovate its vacant third floor. Let’s use the space 
in a building we already own, rather than spend 

More About Kinney Road
To the Editor:

I have asked the town to put some indications 
of where the entrance to the new DPW facility 
would be. I think residents should look and ob-
serve for themselves, to get a feel for the area.

There have been multiple quotes and letters 
regarding a former D.E.E.P. employee. How 
does the D.E.E.P. feel about the project now??

Twenty years ago, I owned the property at 34 
Main St. At that time it was discovered that the 

Mobil gas station at the corner of Wall Street 
and Main Street had leaking fuel tanks. Ten or 
so businesses and residences surrounding the 
site were advised to not drink the water. That is 
when city water was installed along Main Street 
and the owner of the gas station had to perform 
remediation by excavation of the contaminated 
soils, install multiple test wells along Main 
Street to continuously take samples and moni-
tor the ground water. They also had to provide 
10 years of city water at no cost the affected 
well owners.

The brook that runs between 34 Main St. and 
the Fire Safety Complex on Main Street runs all 
the way through the Raymond Brook Preserve 
to Kinney Road and beyond. Have any of the 
wells on Kinney Road been tested for contami-
nation?

Sincerely,
Todd Habicht – Hebron

See Letters, page 8
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millions renovating something we don’t. Then, 
let’s bring the Town Hall department heads to-
gether with the Board of Selectmen to develop a 
strategy to best use that additional space.

To address downtown parking issues, let’s 
act on the proposal from our last town planner 
to construct a parking lot with ARPA funds on 
town-owned land adjacent to Town Hall with 
access to the Green via Hayward Avenue.

Finally, let’s get to work on a serious pro-
posal to deal with the Youth Center and save 
the poorly maintained historic Wheeler Block 
building where it’s located.

Colchester needs solutions, not surprises.
Bernie Dennler III – Colchester

Candidate for First Selectman

A Word of Thanks
To the Editor:

I just want to take a moment to thank my 
friends and colleagues for the outpouring of 
good wishes on my retirement. The phone calls, 
flowers, plants, cards, and people stopping with 
kind words is greatly appreciated.

Twenty-three years in public service as your 
elected town clerk have been extremely reward-
ing. Many great relationships have been formed 
and the support I have received from the He-
bron residents is humbling and is cherished. As 
many of you know, I have several interests and 
plan to spend more time with family, help my 
husband in his business and continue working 
with my nonprofit that benefits a medical clinic 
in Guinea, West Africa. 

The Hebron Board of Selectmen has appoint-
ed Francesca Villani to be the next town clerk 
and I could not be happier with their choice. 
Fran is a Hebron resident and has a long list of 
credentials, including being the assistant He-
bron town clerk for more than four years. 

With Fran as town clerk, I can retire in good 
conscience, knowing that this department will 
be left in her capable hands. 

Sincerely yours, 
Carla Pomprowicz – Hebron

Thanks from Wrestling Team
To the Editor:

The Portland/Cromwell wrestling team 
would like to thank Portland, Cromwell and the 
surrounding communities for their outstanding 
support of our wrestling program. The team 
recently hosted The Arrigoni Classic and The 
Highlander Invitational on Jan. 21st and Jan. 
28th. Through concessions and donations, the 
fans, wrestlers and workers were well-fed and 
the team raised money essential to support the 
continued growth of the wrestling program. 

The wrestling team’s successes are due to 
the hard work and dedication of our wrestlers, 
our coaches Mark Favale and Dan Harding Jr., 
volunteers and their families, as well as the 
commitment of the school districts, commu-
nity businesses and the Portland Sideliners. A 
special thank you to Coreyanne Armstrong for 
commencing the Highlander Invitational with 
powerful and beautiful bagpipe music that en-
ergized the crowd leading to a wonderful day 
of wrestling.

We are grateful to the following businesses 
who helped make these events possible: Cam-
pagna Restaurant, Farrell’s Restaurant, Pizze-
ria DaVinci, Tommy’s Pizza, Primavera Pizza, 
Mellili Cafe, Fabian’s Pizza, Olympic Pizza, 
Main Street Pizza, Wing Yum, Barb’s Pizza, 
Freddy’s Pizza, ABC Pizza, Adams Home-
town Market, Ace Hardware, Portland Liquors, 
Brownstone Bottle Shop, Stop and Shop in 

Turkeys Take Priority
for Bisbikos 

To the Editor:
First, I want to thank the Colchester finance 

department staff for everything they do. They 
are working under challenging conditions with 
little support or leadership.

At the last Board of Finance meeting, we 
heard that the budget numbers are incorrect, 
the accounting formulas could be wrong, the 
department is understaffed and behind sched-
ule, and they need more training to operate 
the town’s accounting software correctly. The 
Board of Finance can only discuss the budget 
with correct numbers. Given the issues, there 
is no way to know whether Colchester is over 
budget or not.

It’s obvious the problems have been happen-
ing for a long time. One of the reasons the last 
budget was voted down was because the First 
Selectman couldn’t produce accurate account-
ing information.

 Where has First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos 
been? He has plenty of time for photoshoots 
and turkey pardons, so why hasn’t he ensured 
we have an accurate picture of how our money 
is spent?

During the meeting, I heard the town is over 
budget for snow removal. There hasn’t been any 
snow this year... 

John Farrell – Colchester

Belltown Schools Budget
To the Editor:

East Hampton parents were listening in Oc-
tober when Town Council Chairman Mark Phil-
hower warned against any proposed increase 
over 3 or 4%.

But as any educator, parent, or advocate (or 
realist, for that matter) can tell you, the cost 
of providing our children a good education is 
not getting any cheaper. Beyond the expense of 
meeting contractual obligations, school districts 
must deal with increases in fuel prices, food, 
and everything else that is taken for granted.

Sure enough, when Superintendent Paul 
Smith unveiled his proposed education bud-
get for 2023-24, it called for a 5.8% increase. 
Certainly, that figure provides for some sticker 
shock, and though I’m no mind-reader, I can’t 
imagine the Republican members of the Town 
Council were pleased. That figure is subject to 
change before the Board of Education forwards 
its proposal.

Once the shock wears off and you read a little 
deeper into the budget, you realize this is a con-
servative spending plan. There are no frills here, 

Facts Don’t Warrant Fear
To the Editor:

Good day, Hebron citizens. I requested, 
through the town, information on possible salt 
contamination from salt storage facilities and 
public works buildings in and around the gener-
al eastern Connecticut area. The responses from 
Chatham Health and from the state DEEP are 
as follows. The only issues reported were one 
in Marlborough, back in the ‘90s, from a ‘60s 
vintage salt box, and one in East Hampton back 
in the mid-‘80s. Both of these salt boxes were 
of an old, outdated design which would never 
be utilized (or even allowed) today. 

Per the state: “It is important to note, that 
DEEP has not received any data or complaints 
concerning salt contamination around salt stor-
age sheds that were recently constructed to 
modern day specifications (i.e. covered and on 
impervious surfaces) and that have been main-
tained using best management practices as rec-
ommended by the DEEP Water Planning and 
Enforcement Division’s Stormwater Program.” 
The correspondence goes on to state that the 
majority of complaints received and investigat-
ed by DEEP are the result of road application 
procedures. Not salt sheds. 

While everyone is concerned about possible 
water contamination, there are simply no facts 
to warrant the level of fear some are trying to 
create. The town and the Building Committee 
have spent vast amounts of time doing many in-
depth studies and, the end result is that the best, 
and safest place to do this facility is off of John 
Horton Boulevard. There may be other options, 
but they all have major shortfalls. I urge you to 
look at what the town is trying to construct and 
call and ask questions. Look at the studies and 
reports. Town staff will be happy to work with 
you.

Thank you, 
Daniel Larson

Note: Larson is chair of the Hebron Board 
of Selectmen, but said he is speaking as an in-
dividual.

New Hebron History Online
To the Editor:

Groundbreaking historical information relat-
ing to the proposed site of an industrial Public 
Works facility in Hebron Center is now avail-
able online! The information and several maps 
have been submitted to the Board of Selectmen 
and are posted on the BOS agenda for Feb. 
2, 2023, pages 12 through 24, found on the 
town website: https://hebronct.com/uploads/
agendas/63d41031ab01e.pdf

As residents continue to urge the Board of 
Selectmen to consider the vital environmental 
dangers of placing a Public Works facility at 17 
Kinney Rd., the emerging historical informa-
tion needs to be added to the numerous reasons 
why this location is not suitable. This landscape 
has connections to the most notable and diverse 
aspects of Hebron history, from the glacial soil 
deposited 12,000 years ago to the gift of the 
Mohegan Sachem Attawanhood in 1675, from 
our first colonial settlers to Hebron’s first indus-
tries of the early 1700s, from Judge Sylvester 
Gilbert and Governor John S. Peters to the sig-
nificant community of free African Americans 
of the 1820s and 1830s, and more!

The historical significance of the area is noted 
in the Phase I Archeology Report by Dr. Sarah 
Holmes, May 2022, which states on page 40 the 
site may be eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places, “for National Register Criteria 
B, pertaining to the association with the land to 
prominent individuals, such as Judge Sylvester 
Gilbert and to the Levi S. Backus’ family mem-
bers, the APE may fall within this category.” 
The new information strongly supports the eli-
gibility for this distinguished designation under 
a long list of historically important individuals.

Now is the time for the selectmen to act and 
protect this irreplaceable asset. It is our respon-
sibility as a community to preserve this location 
and share it with others. For more information, 
please visit Kinney Road Matters on Facebook 
and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Progressively Worse
To the Editor:

As the cost of living continues to rise and 
people struggle to make ends meet, the Dem-
ocratic-controlled Connecticut legislature is 
back in session and doing whatever they can to 
further our state’s downward trending spiral.

Some Connecticut Democratic-proposed 
bills this session include allowing non-citizens 
to vote, lowering the voting age to 16, banning 
gas stoves, hiring more state tax agents, allow-
ing your children to be vaccinated without your 
knowledge or consent, banning open carry and 

Imagine
To the Editor:

Imagine believing...
what was once right is now wrong, and wrong 

is now right;
the CDC, FDA, NIH and other ‘trusted’ 

health organizations are working on our behalf;
pharmaceutical and medical cartels are work-

ing to improve our health;
politicians at the federal, state, and local lev-

els represent the will of the people;
there is a significant distinction between most 

R & D politicians and particularly at the federal 
and state levels;

the education industry including teacher 
unions cares about educating our children;

government is our provider and protector;
there are more than two genders;
the food industry provides quality food de-

void of ingredients that harm our health;
global organizations such as the UN, WHO, 

and Red Cross care about people;
social and mainstream media such as news-

papers, TV, and Twitter, and Hollywood are 
unbiased

federal, state and local elections are secure;
U.S. Supreme Court and the judicial system 

are fair arbiters of constitutional law;
climate change (as marketed) is real;
long white streaks observable in the sky on a 

clear day are condensation from airplanes;
God-given freedoms are not being eroded on 

a daily basis in exchange for ‘safety and secu-
rity’;

Biden possesses the nuclear football;
a vaccine was necessary to combat the CO-

VID ‘virus’ when most age groups had a 99+% 
recovery, similar to the seasonal flu;

people are not dying and suffering serious 
adverse health reactions from the COVID ‘vac-
cine’ & boosters;

Disney is the most magical place on earth;
the movie The Matrix was not a documen-

tary;
mainstream media when critical thinking is 

required;
‘woke’ is in when it is time to awake.
Tip of the iceberg.
So much more to imagine.

Paul Bureau – Colchester

★ Letters cont. from page 7 no fancy new programs or added positions. A 
couple months ago, principals presented the 
school board with dozens of proposals that they 
would love funded if just a little more money 
was available. The overwhelming majority of 
those requests were either denied outright or 
will only be possible through outside funding 
or grants.

In essence, the budget increase is necessary 
to merely keep the schools functioning at the 
levels they are now. Cuts are going to mean 
staffing and existing programs.

I’m not prepared to sit idly and watch the 
quality of an East Hampton education dimin-
ish. In the end, we are the ones voting – both 
by referendum and on Election Day. As parents 
and advocates, we need to push for the funding 
our kids deserve.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton

Middletown, East Hampton, Cromwell and 
Glastonbury, Neil’s Donuts, Symmetry Physi-
cal Therapy Portland, Physical Therapy and 
Sports Medicine East Hampton, Battleground 
Nutrition, Snyder Civil Engineering, Mitch-
ell’s on Main, The Picnic Basket, Sam’s Club, 
Cromwell Automotive, The Portland Electric 
Co., Big Y Marlborough, Water and Sewers 
Specialties, Keller Williams Realty (Jen Mas-
caro), Servicemaster Bloomfield, and a number 
of extremely generous donations from friends 
and family members. 

The Portland/ Cromwell Wrestling Team 

many rimfire rifles, curtailing people’s ability 
to hunt, expanding access to abortion and re-
moving age restrictions, and legalizing eutha-
nasia. While Democrats take every opportunity 
to capitalize on minority disillusionment and 
victim culture, they offer solutions that only 
further harm those they claim to protect while 
benefiting their political campaign donors.

Businesses are leaving Connecticut in droves 
and larger corporate layoffs are beginning to 
ramp up as it’s becoming increasingly difficult 
to do business in Connecticut. Electricity rates 
are the most expensive in the country, the gaso-
line tax is being reimposed, truckers are hav-
ing to pay mileage surcharges, and our property 
taxes are ever increasing while local politicians 
claim they are “working for the people”...give 
me a break!

I’m politically unaffiliated, but Democrats 
don’t deserve any praise as they have held a 
decades-long majority that’s only resulted in a 
“progressively” worse place to live and work 
for the people of Connecticut that actually do 
both. We’ll have to wait and see how much 
damage they are able to inflict this legislative 
session...but this year is a long one and Lamont 
is at the helm, so buckle up and enjoy the show. 
I’m just wondering if it’s a comedy, a tragedy, 
or a horror show....what do you think? 

Colin McNamara – Marlborough
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury
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Mid-Winter Chocolate Fest
The Women’s Fellowship of the First Con-

gregational Church in Portland will host its 
25th, and final, Mid-Winter Chocolate Fest on 
Saturday, Feb. 4, from 1- 4:30 p.m., in the Fel-
lowship Hall of the church, 554 Main St. All are 
invited to drop by and experience an afternoon 
of chocolate treats and valentine delights.

The Chocolate Mousse Café will be a take-
out-only booth where one can purchase a vari-
ety of delectable desserts including their always 
favorite Double Truffle “Black Beast,” Lemon 
Truffle Pie and Turtle Cheesecake. The Baked 
Goods Booth will offer a variety of breads in-
cluding cardamom, muffins, bars, cookies, and 
pies in both chocolate and non-chocolate fla-
vors. The Candy Booth will have an assortment 
of items including English toffee, candy coated 
pretzels, chocolate covered cherries, candy rose 

bouquets, and lollipops in all shapes and sizes.
The Valentine’s Craft Booth will have gift 

mugs, small gift baskets for all ages, jewelry 
and unique greeting cards. The children’s area 
will include gift items and a combination craft/
grab bag. New this year will be a sale room 
where one will find a variety of items including 
vintage treasures.

The snow date will be Sunday, Feb. 5, from 
1- 4 p.m. Admission is free. 

As this is the last time this event will be held, 
the Women’s Fellowship said it would like to 
thank everyone for their support and participa-
tion through the years. 

For more information, call the church at 860 
342-3244 or visit www.firstchurchportlandct.
org.

 The 25th, and final, Mid-Winter Chocolate Fest will be this Saturday, Feb. 4. Pictured 
this week, getting ready for the festival, are Diane Burgess (left), who came up with 
the idea of a Mid-Winter Chocolate Fest 25 years ago, and Nancy Johnson (right). 
Johnson is standing in back of her favorite candy to make – the pecan turtles. Diane 
and I worked together for 30 years at the First Church Nursery School housed at the 
church.  She was the director and I was the 4-year old assistant teacher.  They are 
known as the Dynamic Duo of the church. 

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or to 
register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donations: People donating for 
Portland Food Bank are asked to not leave Food 
Bank donations at the senior center unless the 
food bank is open. The food bank is open Mon-
days and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, 
the senior center does not need any donations 
directed toward the center; please only leave 
donations for the food bank, and only during 
food bank hours.

Free Grab-and-Go Meals: The senior cen-
ter is offering Waverly Senior Center members, 
who reside in Portland only, one free Grab-and-
Go meal starting in February. You must be able 
to pick up the meal yourself, at 11:45 a.m., at 
the Waverly Senior Center, in the Mary Lou 
Rice room. Please do not arrive before 11:30 
a.m., as there are programs in that room. Note: 
You are not eligible if you are already receiving 
Meals-on-Wheels. You must register one week 
in advance for a Grab-and-Go Meal. For infor-
mation, or to sign up, call at 860-342-6761.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance fitness, 
10:30 a.m.; Blood Pressure Clinic, 10:30-11:30 
a.m., at the library this month. Tuesday: Bears 
on a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m. – making fleece 
teddy bears for cancer patients; donations are 
sought of light fleece, one yard or more for 
making teddy bears for cancer patients through-
out Connecticut. If you would like to donate, 
call 860-342-0809; Watercolor Lessons, 9:30 
a.m.-noon (to register, email bivenne@yahoo.
com); Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; setback, 

1 p.m. Wednesday: AARP Tax Preparation, 
appointments from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (last appoint-
ment at noon, to register call Lynn or Alexis 
at 860-342-6760); Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 
Social Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m., multi-
purpose room; Tai Chi Qigong, 1 p.m. Thurs-
day: Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 
p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: Light aerobics, 
9:30 a.m.; Family History Fun with Ken Doney, 
10:30 a.m.

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration 
is necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Trip: Tuesday, Feb. 10, shopping at Stew 
Leonard’s and lunch on your own at Joey Gar-
lic’s. There is a $5 transportation fee. To regis-
ter, call Lynn or Alexis at 860-342-6760.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

Pancake Breakfast Sunday
The Portland Volunteer Fire Department 

invites everyone to an All-You-Can-Eat Pan-
cake Breakfast this Sunday, Feb. 5, from 7-11 
a.m., at Engine Company No. 1, located at 7 
Middlesex Ave., right behind the Post Office.

The breakfast will feature sausage, all-you-
can-eat pancakes (chocolate chip, regular, 
and, in honor of Valentine’s Day, strawberry), 
and assorted beverages. Cost is $8 for adults 
and $4 for children. 

Also, the PVFD has ceramic pancake cof-

fee cups for sale, with the department’s logo 
and a cartoon character squirting syrup on a 
stack of pancakes. The cups are $20, and each 
month you return with the “clean” cup, you 
will have $1 subtracted from the cost of your 
breakfast.

For more information or to be placed on an 
email notification list (there is also a sign-up 
list at the door), call Wayne Mergel at 860-
759-6921.

‘Chill for Change’ Returns Feb. 11
Middlesex YMCA and Camp Ingersoll will 

hold the annual Chill for Change at Jobs Pond 
in Portland on Saturday, Feb. 11, at 1 p.m. 

At the Chill for Change, folks jump into Jobs 
Pond in the middle of winter, all to raise money 
for a cause. Costumes are optional, but encour-
aged!

People can support the event by jumping into 
the pond or donating to a jumper. This year’s 
goal is to raise $30,000. All funds raised go di-
rectly to supporting camp scholarships and life-
changing camp experiences. Donate, register as 
a single jumper, or register a team at CampIng-

ersoll.org. 
All jumpers must preregister and raise at least 

$100 to participate. 
Awards are given for Best Costume, Best 

Team Theme, and Biggest Piggy Bank (most 
funds raised). The individual who raises the 
most money will receive a certificate for a free 
session of camp. This certificate can be used for 
your own family, or gifted to anyone you know.

For more information, contact Ben Silliman 
at bsilliman@midymca.org or 860-342-2267, 
or search for YMCA Camp Ingersoll on Face-
book.

Food Bank, Foodshare Truck
Portland Food Bank is located in the lower 

level of the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 7 
Waverly Ave. The food bank is open Monday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon, except for holidays. 
The food bank will be closed Monday, Feb. 20, 
for Presidents Day.

To access the food bank’s services, people are 
required to register with the food bank (copy of 
an ID and recent piece of mail or utility bill) and 
be a Portland resident. Donations are only taken 
during food bank hours. Call 860-342-6795 for 

more information or for volunteer and donation 
opportunities. 

The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 
the Waverly Center every other Monday from 
1-2 p.m., except for holidays. People using the 
Foodshare are required to form a line and ev-
eryone will have an opportunity to “shop” at the 
truck once it is set up. People do not have to be 
a Portland resident to attend the Foodshare, and 
they’re asked to please bring bags.

The next Foodshare is Feb. 13 at 1 p.m.

KoC Baby Shower
The Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-

bus will hold its annual Baby Shower Saturday 
and Sunday, Feb. 4 and 5 and Feb. 11 and 12. 
All items donated at the Gathering Space at the 
Church of St. Mary will be shared with the local 
Portland Food Bank, and Birthright.

Birthright provides a wide range of support 
services for expecting and new mothers, includ-
ing no-cost non-judgmental pregnancy testing, 
prenatal health care, and maternity/baby sup-
plies.

Donations should be new and unwrapped. 

Items needed include diapers, sleepers, blan-
kets, rattles, bibs, bath towels, wipes, lotion, 
shampoo, bottles, baby bath items, pacifiers, 
comb and brush sets, socks, stuffed animals, 
blanket sleepers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, 
diaper bags and booties.

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 
also be available. Donations can also be mailed 
to Freestone Council, PO Box 7, Portland CT 
06480.

For more information, call David Shovlin at 
860-342-4259.

President’s List
Hannah Sroka of Portland made the fall 2022 

President’s List at Miami University in Oxford, 
Ohio. 

Sroka is earning a Bachelor of Arts, certificate 
degree in English: creative writing, professional 
writing, global readiness.

Dean’s List
Kendra Schoeps of Portland made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont.
Schoeps is majoring in professional nursing.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin



Page 10 NEWS BULLETIN • February 3, 2023

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

R
E1

1-
6-

20

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
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New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com
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Portland Takes Action
On Plastic Pollution

By John C. Hall
At its Jan. 18 meeting, Portland’s Board of 

Selectmen unanimously passed a resolution 
to address the growing problem of municipal 
solid waste in Connecticut and the increased 
costs that burden towns. The resolution sup-
ports Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) for packaging and printed paper.

 Connecticut’s General Assembly will con-
sider establishing EPR in state law during 
the 2023 session. EPR laws for other prod-
ucts such as paint, electronics, and mattresses 
were passed in previous years. Proper dispos-
al or recycling of these materials is paid for 
in advance by the manufacturer. Packaging, 
which makes up a large percentage of our 
waste stream, is somewhat more complicated 
because it made from so many mixed materi-
als.

First Selectman Ryan Curley took the lead 
on the issue by preparing the resolution and 
placing it on the Jan. 18 agenda. During the 
discussion of the motion to adopt, selectman 
Ralph Zampano commented, “Anytime the 
Board of Selectmen has an opportunity to re-
duce waste and its impact to the environment 
and also reduce cost to the town, I think we 
should support that proposal.”

Connecticut’s proposed EPR legislation 
for packaging would create a system where-
by packaging manufacturers and importers 
would pay a fee to sell those products in our 
state. Those fees would be higher for non-
recyclable or excessive packaging and lowest 
for compostable and minimal packaging. The 
variable fees would incentivize companies 
to redesign their packaging, making it more 
recyclable and reducing its plastic content. 

The fees would be used to build and operate 
facilities capable of recycling more types of 
plastic and preparing that plastic to be incor-
porated into new products.

Currently, only about 6-9% of the plastic 
produced gets recycled. The rest gets burned, 
posing health risks to low-income communi-
ties where incinerators are located, or buried 
in Midwest landfills, or shipped overseas 
where much of it ends up in the ocean. Af-
ter decades of increasing plastic packaging, 
there is no place on earth free from plastic 
pollution. Even human blood and breast milk 
contain microplastics, and the dangers to hu-
man health are only beginning to be under-
stood.

The action by the Town of Portland does 
not pretend to solve all our solid waste prob-
lems, but it is one step that municipalities 
can take to begin reducing plastic pollution. 
Since the closing of the MIRA waste facil-
ity in Hartford, the shortcomings of our failed 
recycling system place a higher burden on 
taxpayers. Some municipalities—like Mid-
dletown—now pay more to dispose of single 
stream recyclables than for ordinary house-
hold trash. Ten years ago, towns were getting 
revenue from recyclables.

If other towns pass similar resolutions and 
if their leaders submit testimony to the Envi-
ronment Committee of the Connecticut Gen-
eral Assembly, it will help to enact Extended 
Producer Responsibility for packaging and 
printed paper in our state.

Note: Hall is the executive director of the 
Jonah Center for Earth and Art, a Portland-
based nonprofit. 

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: The 
library will be closed Monday, Feb. 20, for Presi-
dents Day.

Youth Programs: Winter Reading Chal-
lenge: Smitten with Mittens: Runs through 
Friday, March 3. This year’s theme is inspired 
by Jan Brett’s picture book version of the clas-
sic folk tale “The Mitten.” Visit the library for 
a mitten to color and hang on the library bulle-
tin board. Each time you check out materials in 
January and February (up to once per day), the 
library will add a new winter animal to your mit-
ten. Once you’ve added all eight animals from 
the story, you will have completed the challenge 
and will win a small prize.

Drop-In Playdates: Thursdays through Feb. 
23 (no program Feb. 16), at 10:30 a.m. Children 
ages birth to 5 and their caregivers are invited for 
an hour of socialization and open play with the 
story room toys. No registration is required.

Winter Storytimes: The schedule is: Pre-
school Storytime, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
through Feb. 28; Storytime for Toddlers and 
Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, Wednesdays 
at 10:15 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. through March 1.

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Satur-
day, Feb. 4. This year marks the tenth anniver-
sary of the Paw Patrol franchise, and the library 
is celebrating. See if you can find Marshall, Rub-
ble, Chase, Rocky, Zuma, Skye, Everest, Ella, 
and Liberty in the library scavenger hunt and 
create crafts to take home. Sgt. James Kelly will 
be at the library here with Portland’s police dog 
Magnus for an 11 a.m. program for school-aged 
kids. Registration for the police dog program is 
required and space is limited.

Minecraft Unplugged: Thursdays, 3:30 p.m., 
Feb. 9 and 23. Grades 3-5 are invited for some 
Minecraft-themed offline games, crafts, chal-
lenges and more. Space is limited.

Family Fort Night and Nocturnal Animal 
Hunt: Friday, Feb. 10, 5:30 p.m. Come after the 
library has closed to create reading dens, have a 
bear-themed snack, and search the library once 
the lights go out for some animals hiding in the 
book stacks. Space is limited.

Family Craft Night: Foam Mitten Wreath: 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m. Make custom 
foam mitten wreaths. This activity has steps 
that are appropriate for all ages, but a parent or 
guardian must be with children to help with su-
pervision. Space is limited.

Readers’ Theater: The Mitten: Tuesday, Feb. 
21, 1-2:30 p.m., for grades K-3. Everyone will 
be assigned a part and given a script when they 
arrive. Kids will then play some theater games 
and be ready to put on a performance for friends 
and family by 2 p.m. Space is limited.

Wildlife in Winter: Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 
a.m. Staff from the White Memorial Conserva-
tion Center will discuss a variety of ways that 
animals survive the winter, from staying active 
to migrating to hibernating. There will be a story, 
some props and even some local animal friends. 
Space is limited.

Teen Advisory Group Meeting: Monday, 
Feb. 6, 3:30 p.m. Share your thoughts on what 
you would like to see the library offer in terms 
of programs, materials and more. Snacks will be 
offered, and teens will earn community service 
hours. 

Monster Mitten Craft and Valentine Snack: 
Monday, Feb. 13, 3:30 p.m. Create a sweet or 
scary mitten friend while snacking on some Val-
entine treats. Registration is required.

Adult Programs: Mitten Tree: Bring in mit-
tens and gloves for children or adults to be dis-
tributed by the Portland Food Bank.

Book Discussions: Talk About Books 
(TAB): Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1 p.m. The Four Winds 
by Kristin Hannah will be discussed. Mystery 
Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 1 p.m. 
The Stills by Jess Montgomery will be discussed. 

Wednesday Movie: Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1 
p.m. Ticket to Paradise will be shown.

Adult Paint Party: Thursday, Feb. 9, 6 p.m. 
The party will have a Valentine theme. 

Black History Month Programs: Who We 
Are: Monday, Feb. 13, 6 p.m. This documentary 
will be shown, followed by a discussion. Sum-
mer of Soul: Thursday, Feb. 23, 1 p.m. This is 
the award-winning film about the 1969 Harlem 
Cultural Festival.

Seed Library: Will soon be available for gar-
den enthusiasts, whether beginner or seasoned. 
You will find free seeds available for your gar-
den. Have some leftover seeds? Donations are 
welcome. For more information, call Jan Nocek 
at 860-342-6771.

Romance Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library group is 

sponsoring a used book sale featuring romance 
books for the month of February in the Second-
Hand Prose Bookshop at the Portland Library, 
20 Freestone Ave., during regular library hours

The sale will also feature art books. The 
Friends recently received a large selection of art 
books from a private collection, including books 
on master artists, impressionism – both French 
and American – and art collections in museums 
around the world.

There are also puzzles, games, DVDs, and fic-
tion, teen and children’s used books available for 
purchase. 

Books are 50 cents for paperbacks and chil-

dren’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks and $2 for 
hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents each disc and puz-
zles and games are $2 unless marked otherwise.

FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 
bags on sale for $1 each. See a sample at the 
front desk and purchase them from the library 
staff. 

All proceeds from the book sale benefit pro-
grams funded by the Friends, such as the library’s 
Museum Pass program, children and adult pro-
grams, and the library’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-ser-
vices or the YFS Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/PortlandCTYouth, or contact Jesse Revicki 
at Jrevicki@portlandct.org, or 860-342-6758. To 
receive email updates about YFS programs and 
events, sign up at eepurl.com/h5m35f.

New Instagram Account: YFS is now on Insta-
gram; visit www.Instagram.com/PortlandCTYouth 
for another way to hear about upcoming programs. 

Youth Listening Circle: Tuesday, Feb. 7, from 
6-7:30 p.m., at a location to be determined. YFS is 
looking for students in middle and high school that 
are interested in having a discussion on race, cul-
ture, diversity, equity and more. Join students from 
East Hampton, Durham and Middlefield and have 
your voice heard. Call or email Jesse to sign up.

Afterschool Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, Feb. 
14, from 2:30-4:30 p.m., on the first floor of the 

Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265 Main 
St. This is time for students to come after school 
and do some semi-structured art. Come when you 
want, and stay as long as you want.

Drop-In & Draw Meet-Up: Friday, Feb. 17, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., at the BFCC. This month, make 
a patriotic popsicle stick gnome for Presidents Day.

Prevention & Wellness Council: Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at BFCC. Help work as 
a community on youth substance use prevention, 
positive mental health, and making Portland a 
recovery-friendly community. Contact Revicki or 
just show up if you’re interested in joining in.

Youth Services Advisory Board: Tuesday, 
March 21.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 1.
LGBTQ+ Support Groups & Meet-Ups: YFS 

said it is finalizing details for these, and plans to 
hold them every other Wednesday at Portland Li-
brary. Watch for more information.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Haley Sroka and Lu-

cas Varano made the fall 2022 Dean’s List at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Mass.

Sroka is majoring in biomedical engineer-
ing, and Varano is majoring in mechanical en-
gineering. They are each members of the Class 
of 2025.

Installation Service for Zion Pastor
Zion Lutheran Church will be celebrating 

the installation of its pastor, Sara Stall-Ryan, 
on Sunday, Feb. 12, at 2 p.m., at the church, 
183 William St. The public is invited. 

Stall-Ryan was welcomed as interim/transi-
tion pastor in December 2019. With churches 
basically shutting down due to the COVID-19 
pandemic a few months later, Stall-Ryan 
quickly worked with church members, Zion 
organist Allen Hill, and her own family to put 
together worship services posted to YouTube 
each week. 

As COVID-19 numbers came down and 
social distancing recommendations were re-
duced, she was able to conduct outdoor ser-
vices at the church, while finding innovative 

ways to celebrate Holy Communion and still 
keep parishioners safe. 

And finally, with her guidance, Zion was 
able to return to worshiping within the church 
itself. Services are still video recorded and 
posted to YouTube for viewing by anyone who 
might be unable to get to church physically, or 
anyone who is just curious about Zion. 

After following church protocols for calling 
a pastor, the congregation voted in June 2022 
to invite Stall-Ryan to become Zion’s pastor, 
no longer “transitional” or “interim.” She ac-
cepted. 

Refreshments will be served following the 
Feb. 12 service. All are invited.
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Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are vaccinated may remove their 
masks. All who are not fully vaccinated are 
asked to wear their masks.

The church’s annual meeting will be held 
Sunday, Feb. 5, following the church service. 
The meeting is for the purpose of electing 
wardens, clerk, treasurer, pledge secretary and 
members of the vestry, along with any other 
business that may come forward. 

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there will also be 
a gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

Check out more information, the church’s 
calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Port-

land, located at 554 Main St., is a member of 
the United Church of Christ. The church is an 
“open and affirming” congregation, welcom-
ing everyone. Facial mask-wearing is optional, 
bur encouraged. The building is accessible. The 
worship service is livestreamed as well as avail-
able for later viewing on the church’s YouTube 
channel; search on YouTube for First Church of 
Portland CT.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.
pct@sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. For 
more info, look for the church on Facebook at 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 
or visit www.firstchurchportlandct.org. Those 
who wish to follow the church on Facebook 
may do so at The First Congregational Church 
of Portland, CT.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional.  

A recording of the service is posted to You-
Tube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School meets the first and third Sun-
day of the month at 10:15 a.m., following wor-
ship. Ages 3 to 16 are welcome. 

Adult Bible study takes place on the second 

and fourth Sunday of the month, following wor-
ship at 10:15 a.m. The focus is on season two of 
the television series The Chosen. Anyone may 
join at any time. Call the church for details.

The community is welcome to participate in 
any or all worship services and special events. 
For more information about any church activi-
ties, or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 
860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net, 
or visit zionlutheranportland.org. Sara Stall-
Ryan is Pastor. 

Middle School Honor Roll
Portland Middle School has announced the 

honor roll for the second marking period of the 
2022-23 school year.

High Honors
Grade 8: Madison Anzellotti, Kelsey Des-

marais, Ava France, Daniel Glezen, Jameir 
Henry, Avery Johnson, Lucas Kirsche, Evan 
May, Evan Piascik, Piper Rettich.

Grade 7: Jacob Anderson, Ian Binning-
ton, Lucas Bolstridge, Alex Brown, Marcus 
Clements, Karly Cruz, Elijah Eckert, Natalie 
Farmer, Thomas Gaetani, Fiona Graham, Shane 
Guilmette, Lily Hale, Jack Hallinean, Isabella 
Hayden, Jonah Hess, Parker Johnson, Megan 
King, Rowyn Kootz, Bianca Labbadia, Alyson 
Low, Matthew Maldonado, Colin Martin, Miles 
Matterfis, Peyton Mazzullo, Ema Medunjanin, 
Brady Mierzejewski, Ryan Nadolski, Aurelia 
Napp, Lilah Nolan, Lily Otero, Leonxia Rivera, 
Levi Srb , Luke Thompson, Erika Tine, Lena 
Trojanowski, Anna Vicino and Ella Woodward.

Honors
Grade 8: Benjamin Alvarado, Max Bernard, 

Darci Black, Costandinos Caratasios, Giselle 
Castellano, Aliyah Cherry, Penelope Chris-
tensen, Nathaniel Dietrichsen, Connor Doyle, 
Anthony Ezzo, Abigail France, George Ger-
maine, Isabel Grzegorek, Julia Hall, Samuel Ja-
cobsen, Nicholas Johnson, Drew Kelly, Ellery 
Keoppen, Nicholas Kozyra, Connor Libby, Si-
erra Markham, Aiden Maselek, Audrey Morico, 
Blake Pandolfo, Anna Piascik, Molly Reilly, 
Jeremiah Rowe, Alex Trovato, Bryce Walsh.

Grade 7: Isabella Aquino, Caylee Cart-
er, Calvin Celinski,Cody Christensen, Wil-
liam Coleman, Leah Cruz, Sean Erwin, Co-
lin Fitzgibbons, Mason Fowler, Chad Gatto, 
Jayden Gomez, Ellen Hanks, Blake Harlow, 
Lydia Heath, Nathan Jahnke, Brianna Liranzo, 
Reese Nicol, Nolan O’Connor, Brooks Oliva, 
Mya Peterson, Joseph Phelps, Zoey Pires, Eliz-
abeth Porter, Josie Rau, Jason Revicki, Mason 
Walsh.

Historical Society to Hold Annual Meeting
The Portland Historical Society will host 

its annual meeting for election of officers and 
executive board members Saturday, Feb. 4, at 
1 p.m., in the Portland Public Library’s Mary 
Flood Room. 

After a brief update on society activi-
ties around town as well as at the museum 
on Main Street, restoration architect Alain 
Munkittrick will present a program related 
to his new book Historic Homes of the Con-
necticut River Valley (published this month 
by Arcadia for its Images of America Series). 

He will also update the society on the three 
historic houses being preserved at Brainerd 
Place. 

All are welcome. Autographed copies of 
his book will be available for sale with a per-
centage going to support the mission of the 
Portland Historical Society. 

Also at the meeting, several local residents 
and groups will be recognized for their role 
in helping to preserve Portland’s history in 
2022. Light refreshments will be served.

Vocal Chords Awarding Scholarships
The executive board of the Portland-based 

Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords is offering 
college scholarships.

Scholarships will be awarded to students 
from Middlesex County pursuing a career in 
nursing or music who have been accepted at 
an accredited college or university. The review 
committee will consider academic records, ex-
tracurricular and community service activities, 
the student’s ability to articulate his/her career 

goals and the recommendations of references. 
The $1,000 scholarships will be paid directly 

to the recipients at the Spring Concert at Port-
land High School, Saturday, April 29, at 7 p.m., 
at Portland High School. Applications are avail-
able at the school guidance office or by calling 
Dianne at 860-344-0743. Deadline is Friday, 
March 24. 

Visit vocalchords20.org for more informa-
tion.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Valley View School has announced kinder-
garten registration for the 2023-24 school year. 

Parents/guardians whose children will be 
five years of age on or before Jan. 1, 2024, 
should contact Valley View School at pgross@
portlandct.us to indicate you will register your 
child for kindergarten.  Provide your child’s full 
name, phone number and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.

Exchange Club Seeks 
New Members

The Exchange Club of Portland is looking for 
new members. 

The Exchange holds various events year-
round that contribute towards area organiza-
tions in supporting the club’s effort to helping 
others in need. The club also annually gives out 
the John Goodrich Scholarship to an area high 
school senior, and contributes to other local 
scholarship programs.

If interested in joining, visit www.portland-
exchange.org for more information.

Brownstone Quorum 
Annual Meeting

The Brownstone Quorum annual meeting 
will be held Monday, April 24, at 7 p.m., in the 
Mary Flood Room at Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave. 

The meeting to elect officers and present 
awards will be followed by a presentation by 
David DeLucia, past president of the Ct. Cactus 
and Succulents society, on cacti and succulents 
in Connecticut.

The public is invited, and light refreshments 
will be served following the presentation.

Class of ‘73 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1973 will 

celebrate its 50th reunion Friday, May 12, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m., at the Red Fox Restaurant 
in Middletown.

All 1973 graduates from Portland High 
School Class of ‘73 and their spouses, partners 
or significant others are invited to attend. The 
cost is $65 per person, and includes a buffet din-
ner, music, memories and more. There will be 
a cash bar. 

The reunion planning committee is still 
searching for contact information for 15 class-
mates. If you have not been contacted or know 
a classmate who has not yet been contacted and 
is interested in attending, please call or text Don 
Milardo at 508-259-5526 or Diane (Kollias) 
Bascom at 860-985-1861 for more information 
and/or to request an invitation.  

Dean’s List
Ashley K. Benham of Portland made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at The University of Scranton 
in Scranton, Pa.

Benham is a senior kinesiology major in the 
University’s Panuska College of Professional 
Studies.

United Methodist
Church News

Portland United Methodist Church, located 
at 381 Main St., holds in-person worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. All are invited. Masks required 
for those not fully vaccinated. Pastor is the Rev. 
Judith Johnson-Siebold.

A Fourth Sunday weekly Communion ser-
vice at 1 p.m. replaces the regular 9 a.m. service 
on those Sundays. 

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor is 
the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 

website for more information.
Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 

Antonelle for an appointment.
Other Programs: For information on faith 

formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Dean’s List
Megan Kostraba of Portland, a student in the 

College of Arts and Sciences at the University 
of New Haven, made the fall 2022 Dean’s List 
at the university. 

Kostraba is working on a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English.

Lions Club to Meet
The newest Portland Lions Club will next 

meet Wednesday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m., at the Wa-
verly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave. 

The club meets the second Wednesday of 
every month at the senior center. 

Little League 
Registration

Portland Little League Registration for 
the spring season and winter clinics runs 
through March 1. There are baseball and 
softball programs offered for players ages 5 
through 14. 

Visit www.portlandctlittleleague.com to 
register.  

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Town of Hebron
RFP 2023-04

The Town of Hebron is accepting proposals for General Plumbing 
and Related Repairs.
All proposals must be submitted in accordance with Town 
specifications and on forms supplied by the Town.  Forms and 
specifications are available by contacting the Office of the Town 
Manager, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut, or at https://
hebronct.com/bids/.  Proposals will be received until and read 
publicly at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 3, 2023.  The Town of 
Hebron reserves the right to reject any or all submissions.

Andrew J. Tierney
Town Manager1TB 2/3

For more information on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – For information call: 860-569-0722

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Check us out on our website – www.poainc.org
Protectors of Animals, Inc.

144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

“Pet of the Week”

she wants. And what Rena wants 
most of all is a person who is 
cozy, gentle, and equally loving 
to share her life with.

R
E2

-2
-2

3

Meet Cassie! She is a 2 year old Siberian Husky who loves 
people, pets, and praise!  Cassie loves to be with her people 

Rena,7, might not be a kitten but she is cozy, gentle, 
and best of all loving. She knows who she is and what 

and would enjoy a super active home 
with her high energy level. She likes 
to play the Alpha card with other 
dogs so a home with calm dogs or 
an only pupper home. No small dogs, 
cats, or pocket pets for Cassie please. 
Children 8 years of age or older.

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Town of Hebron
RFP 2023-05

The Town of Hebron is accepting proposals for General Electri-
cal and Related Repairs.
All proposals must be submitted in accordance with Town 
specifications and on forms supplied by the Town.  Forms and 
specifications are available by contacting the Office of the Town 
Manager, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut, or at https://
hebronct.com/bids/.  Proposals will be received until and read 
publicly at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 3, 2023.  The Town of 
Hebron reserves the right to reject any or all submissions.

Andrew J. Tierney
Town Manager1TB 2/3

LEGAL NOTICE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
COLCHESTER, CONNECTICUT

The Colchester Conservation Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a Regular Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2023, at 7 p.m. to be held at Colchester Town Hall at 
127 Norwich Avenue in Room #2 on the following: 

W2023-3075- 200 Lebanon Avenue, ARK Distillery-Appli-
cant, ARK Station LLC-Owner, Assessor’s Map 22-00 Lot 
039-000, proposal to fill 1,699 SF of wetlands to facilitate 
14 parking spaces in rear of property. 

Dated at Colchester, CT, this 25TH day of January 2023
Falk von Plachecki, Chairman

2TB 1/27, 2/3

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication

This is to give notice that, I,
CHRISTOPHER D OZMUN

44 SASHEL LN
COLCHESTER, CT 06415-2055

Have filed an application to add live entertainent
with the Department of Consumer Protection

for my existing RESTAURANT WINE & BEER permit
located at:

43 HAYWARD AVE
COLCHESTER CT 06415

The business is owned by: OZNBONES BBQ LLC
Live Entertainment Added: Acoustics (not amplified),

Karaoke, Live Bands, Comedians
CHRISTOPHER D OZMUN

2TB 1/27, 2/3
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Board Holds Budget Forum
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Board of Finance held a budget forum 
last week as the town transitions into the next 
budget season with aspirations of a manageable 
and expedited process. 

Officials of the boards of finance, education 
and selectmen shared their thoughts during the 
Jan. 25 meeting, as did members of the com-
munity.

After a drawn-out budget season last year, 
officials have made it a priority to gather infor-
mation and insight to avoid a similar outcome. 
Last month, a budget survey was launched on-
line, which may also provide valuable data for 
the boards to digest. 

In November, voters finally approved a town 
budget after a fourth referendum. The $15.63 
million proposal passed by a 1092-528 tally and 
was about $80,000 below the 2021-22 budget. 
The mill rate was set at 26.82. 

However, school spending, which makes up 
the majority of town spending, was approved at 
the first referendum last May. 

During the meeting, members of the finance 
board largely agreed that the original town bud-
get presented to the community was likely the 
best; it was also the largest bottom-line number. 

By the end of budget season, municipal 
spending had been trimmed hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars from the initial proposal pre-
sented by First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos.

Throughout the process, officials speculated 
on the reasons the budget was being rejected. 
An additional question added to the final ref-
erendum asked voters if the budget was “too 
high” or “too low.” The town budget will likely 
be presented in March by Bisbikos.

The education budget is scheduled to be pre-
sented to the school board next Tuesday, Feb. 7. 
New Superintendent of Schools Daniel Sullivan 
III will be leading the presentation.

Previously, it was unclear whether Sullivan, 
who took over as head of schools at the begin-
ning of January, would be making the presen-
tation or if Assistant Superintendent Charles 
Hewes would ultimately get the nod.

A collaboration between Sullivan and Hewes 
is the most advantageous approach, Chris Riv-
ers, chairman of the recently-revamped school 
board budget subcommittee, explained. 

He said that the plan allows for the “fresh 

perspective of a new superintendent coming 
that that’s going to have to put the budget that 
ultimately gets approved into action” along 
with the “longevity and institutional knowledge 
of Dr. Hewes of what’s been happening the past 
several years.”

After Sullivan’s presentation, the school 
board will hold workshops before ultimately 
approving a spending plan. Once the proposal is 
finalized, the finance board takes full custody of 
the school budget and can also make revisions. 

While earning community approval for mu-
nicipal spending proved to be more challenging 
last year, the school budget accounts for over 
70% of total town spending. 

Still, while waiting for a physical proposal 
to review, finance board members offered their 
general perspective on the outlook of the school 
budget.

“I think that we held the town budget to a 
certain expectation this year,” said Republican 
Tim Vaillancourt. “The majority of people that 
took the time to vote and state their opinion on 
whether it was too high or too low stated that 
it was too high. I would recommend that the 
[school board] have that in mind when they for-
mulate their budget.”

Republican John Thomas agreed, stating that 
the town budget was cut back significantly, and 
that he would “like to see the numbers more re-
alistic to what really is needed.”

“The school board needs to do a solid evalua-
tion of what’s going on in the schools and what 
the schools really need,” he said.

Democrat Mike Egan pushed back on these 
ideas, calling for a “dose of reality.”

He argued that the district’s four schools ac-
count for the majority of the town’s staff and 
salary, and it’s difficult to make those cuts.

“The most important service we provide as 
a municipality is the education of our kids,” he 
said. 

On top of these comments, Rivers added 
that board members were welcome to tour the 
schools and emphasized that maintenance was 
a significant expense for the district. 

After the discussion, members of the public 
weighed-in, as well. Vince Rose urged officials 
to work together throughout the budget process.

“We had everything but a united front last 

year,” he said. “That cannot happen if you ex-
pect to pass this budget.”

Michael Dubreuil expressed that officials 
should go over information that further justifies 
and explains the school positions, and associ-
ated costs. 

Expenditure Reports
After the budget forum, the board proceeded 
with a regularly scheduled meeting agenda, 
which included reviewing the town’s expendi-
ture reports.

The report, shared by Chief Financial Offi-
cer Debbie Kratochvil, displayed expenditures 
for the current fiscal year up until the end of 
December.

Mike Hayes, a Democrat on the board, high-
lighted the legal and insurance line, which ap-
peared to be significantly over-budget.

However, Kratochvil explained that due to a 
technical issue, that item, and potentially sev-
eral others in the report, were inaccurate. The 
real figures, she added, were likely much less 
than they appeared on the sheet. 

Hayes stated that if the reports were know-
ingly inaccurate, they shouldn’t have been sent 
out to the board and the members should’ve 
been notified of the error in advance.

He said it was “incompetent,” but then re-
phrased his position by saying the action rep-
resented Kratochvil “not doing her due-dili-
gence.”

Kratochvil apologized for the inconvenience, 
stating that a revised December report could be 
sent out to the board. She added that her de-

partment is grossly under staffed and she is cur-
rently working on year-end tasks that are time 
sensitive. 

Bisbikos jumped in, stating that “there are a 
lot of things going on” in the finance depart-
ment.

He said the error was “no fault to Debbie or 
the diligent work of our staff.”

Addressing Hayes, Bisbikos said the com-
ment was “out of line” and that he was 
“ashamed” the word “incompetence” was used.

Still, the concerns about potentially going 
over-budget may be valid.

Art Shilosky, a Republican on the board, 
pointed out overages in both the Fire Depart-
ment and Public Works.

“We were led to believe that this going to be 
under control,” he said. “I’m concerned.”

In response, Bisbikos said the overages in the 
Fire Department were mainly due to overtime 
pay as a result of personnel issues. To address 
this, he confirmed that he’ll be adding two Fire 
Department positions to his budget proposal, 
something he’s previously suggested.

Thomas viewed the expenditure report and 
the current state of the budget in a different 
light. He suggested that the report was actually 
a positive sign because the town expenses were 
likely much lower than the board understood 
them to be.

“Yes, we all looked at documents that may 
not have accurate,” he said. “We’re probably in 
better shape than we think we are.”

 Spreading Christmas Cheer… For the holidays this year, Brian and Rob Gustafson 
from Colchester Housing Authority loaded their trucks with Holiday Box Project 
gifts to be delivered to Colchester seniors, in a long-standing collaboration with 
Jack Jackter Intermediate School.

CCT Presents Young Frankenstein
Colchester Community Theatre will present 

Young Frankenstein, through special arrange-
ments with Music Theatre International, on 
Friday, Feb. 17, at 7 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 18, at 
2 and 7 p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 19, at 2 p.m. 
Performances will be at the Bacon Academy 
auditorium, 611 Norwich Ave. 

From the creators of the record-breaking 
Broadway sensation The Producers, in this 
musical comedy Mel Brooks adapts his clas-
sic 1974 film Young Frankenstein for the stage. 
The musical, which made its Broadway debut 
in 2007 and ran for a little over a year, features 
such numbers as “The Transylvania Mania”, 
“He Vas My Boyfriend” and “Puttin’ on the 
Ritz.”

Ticket prices are $18 for adults and $14 for 
seniors (age 65+) and children (age 12 and 
under). Preferred seating tickets (a maximum 
of 60 each performance) are available for $28 
each. Preferred seating ticket-holders will be 

asked to arrive at least a half hour before per-
formance times as entrance to obtain seats will 
be allowed before the general audience. Seating 
for the general audience will take place 20-30 
minutes before the performance time.

To purchase tickets online (credit card only), 
go to www.showtix4u.com/events/1750. In-per-
son ticket sales (cash and check only) will be 
available at Wagging Tails Pet Shop (95C Lin-
wood Ave.) and Cabinet of Curiosities (228 Old 
Hartford Rd.), during regular business hours. 
Tickets will be available at the door on perfor-
mance days, subject to availability. Advance 
ticket purchase is recommended. All ticket sales 
are final; no refunds or exchanges.

In case of inclement weather, visit the Col-
chester Community Theatre Facebook page or 
www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com for up-
dates. CCT is sponsored by Colchester Parks 
and Recreation.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Monday, Feb. 6: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise with Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Black 
History Month; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 
p.m., Mahjong; 12:45 p.m., setback; 1 p.m., 
bridge. 

Tuesday, Feb. 7: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30-11:30 a.m., Healthy 
Living for a Brain & Body; 12:30 p.m., Pinoch-
le, CHOICES Counseling; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, Feb. 8: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit; no Across the Ages today; 1 p.m., 
Creative Life Review Journaling; 2:30 p.m., Se-
nior Center Staff Meeting. 

Thursday, Feb. 9: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 10:30 

a.m., Shopping Trip; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Chair 
Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & 
Crochet; 2-2:30 p.m., Cookie Decorating Class.

Friday, Feb. 10: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., AARP 
Tax Aide by appointment only; 9:30 a.m., Paint-
ing with Ruth; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., 
Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Upcoming Programs: Luv Bug Valentine’s 
Luncheon: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 11 a.m. There 
will be musical entertainment by Bill Benson, 
followed by a lunch featuring braised beef tips 
with mushroom sauce, mashed potatoes, carrots 
and peas, brownie sundaes and juice. Cost is $9/
person for members aged 60 and over. Space is 
limited. Register by Feb. 8.

Block-Printed Apron Workshop: Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m. All are invited to come and 
design an apron using various textile stamps 
and fabric paint. Both floral and geometric 
stamps will be provided. Cost is $10 includes 
an adult sized canvas apron, use of stamps and 
paint. Space is limited. Register by Feb. 17. 

CCO Seeks Members, Starts Rehearsals
The Colchester Choir and Orchestra will 

begin rehearsals Thursday, Feb. 23, at Bacon 
Academy, 611 Norwich Ave. The spring con-
cert will be Saturday, May 20, also at Bacon 
Academy. 

All are invited to join the CCO. Seats are 
open in all sections, both choir and orchestra. 
The group plays everything from pops to clas-
sical. Choir rehearses in the choir room from 

6-7:30 p.m., and orchestra rehearses in the band 
room 7:30-9 p.m.; orchestra members should 
come at 7 p.m. to warm up.

To register – half-year registration is avail-
able – go to tinyurl.com/4ysam6sw. For more 
information, visit colchesterchoirorchestra.org; 
look for Colchester Choir and Orchestra on 
Facebook; or email colchesterchoirorchestra@
gmail.com.

Upcoming Programs at Cragin
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., 

has announced the following programs. For 
more information, call 860-537-5752 or visit 
www.colchesterct.gov/library.

Celebrating Black Inventors: Take and 
Make Crafts: Mondays in February, stop by 
the Children’s Department to pick up craft kits 
that teach kids about Black inventors and their 
inventions. 

Take Your Child to the Library Storytime: 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 10:30 a.m. Drop in for a spe-
cial all-ages storytime about race cars.

Take & Make Foodie Fun: Saturday, Feb. 
4, for kids and teens. Grab a bag and create a 
sweet snack. 

In-Person: Animal Heart Craft: Wednes-
day, Feb. 8, 6-7 p.m. Come to the Children’s 
Department for an animal craft in the shape of 
a heart.

Movie Night: Thursday, Feb. 9, 5:45 p.m. 
Remember the Titans will be shown. Rated PG, 
the movie runs two hours. Snacks provided. 

Winter Seed Sowing: Saturday, Feb. 11, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Learn to winter sow native 
flower seeds to create a habitat for monarch but-
terflies and other pollinators in your own gar-
den. Winter sowing is the process of planting 
seeds outdoors in a container (milk jug) during 
the winter months. All materials will be provid-
ed. This program is a partnership between the 
library and the Colchester Garden Club.

In-Person: Valentine Cards: Monday and 

Tuesday, Feb. 13 and 14, all day. Drop in to the 
children’s department and make someone spe-
cial a Valentine’s Day card.

In-Person: STEAM Challenge: Wednes-
day, Feb. 15, 6-7 p.m. All ages are invited to the 
children’s department for a gumdrop STEAM 
challenge.

Teen Craft: Foam Clay: Thursday, Feb. 16, 
3-3:45 p.m., for grades 6-12. Stop by the teen 
room for a craft. 

Starting a Vegetable Garden: Thursday, 
Feb. 16, 6 p.m.: Wellstone Farm operator, and 
Master Gardener instructor, Ian Gibson will 
present. This program is sponsored by the Col-
chester Garden Club and Friends of Cragin Me-
morial Library.

Teen Gaming: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 3-4 p.m., 
for grades 6-12. Try a new game or play with 
friends on the Nintendo Switch.

Game Night: Thursday, Feb. 23, 6-7:30 
p.m. Come by with your family (or a group 
of friends) to try out board games from the li-
brary’s collection. Snacks and games provided.

Cragin Craft Swap: Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Bring in unwanted craft sup-
plies to the library Wednesday, Feb. 15, through 
Thursday, Feb. 23, and then come for a Craft 
Swap, to pick up some new-to-you supplies.

Cragin Book Club: Monday, Feb. 27, 6 
p.m., at the library. Ask at the Adult Circulation 
Desk for this month’s book. For updates on the 
program, sign up at tinyurl.com/cmlbookclub.
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Matt Bishel Bobcat Classic Takes Center Stage
By Josh Howard

Bacon Academy High School will again host 
the Matt Bishel Bobcat Classic, a multi-school 
wrestling tournament, this Saturday, Feb. 4. 

The annual tournament, which starts at 9 
a.m., will have continuous matches throughout 
the day and include 16-person (double elimina-
tion) brackets in each weight class.

Bacon Academy’s wrestling head coach 
Drew DeBowsky organized the event, which is 
now in its 14th year. 

“If anybody wants to come out and watch 
that day or even learn more about the sport it 
is a great opportunity to see a lot of good qual-
ity wrestling,” DeBowsky said of the upcoming 
tourney, which will feature 14 teams.

When the wrestling tournament started it was 
originally named the Bobcat Classic before it 
was renamed the Matt Bishel Bobcat Classic a 
dozen years ago. 

Bishel, a 2007 graduate of Bacon Academy 
High School, was a four-year wrestler at the 
school and soccer player at the school. At the 
time of his passing in 2011, he was just three 
months away from graduating from Eastern 
Connecticut State University with a degree in 
biology. 

All admission and any other monetary dona-
tions collected will benefit the Matt Bishel Me-
morial Scholarship Fund, established in 2011, 

which helps send student athletes to wrestling 
camps and seminars along with continued edu-
cation in the sport of wrestling. 

DeBowksy, who also owns The Jewelry Con-
nection in Colchester, said the local community 
has chipped in to support the cause with dona-
tions. Restaurants and other businesses have 
provided gift cards and other monetary dona-
tions.

Food items have also been donated that will 
be sold at the tournament. Proceeds from con-
cession stand items sold will help support the 
wrestling team with equipment costs and other 
essentials. 

DeBowsky, a 1983 graduate of Bacon Acad-
emy, has been heavily involved with coaching 
wrestling locally and is in his second year lead-
ing the Bobcats.

He inherited the program the season after the 
COVID cancellation in 2021 and had only two 
wrestlers signed up.  He was forced to rebuild 
the program on the fly, quickly increasing the 
number of wrestlers to nearly 20. 

“The guys that have come on have learned 
quickly and been competitive. It’s been really 
good,” DeBowksy said. “There have been a few 
kids that had done youth when they were much 
younger and I have been able to spark that inter-
est to get them back at the high school level.”

Captaining the Bobcats on the mat this win-
ter are senior Connor Tuttle and junior Carson 
Brown.

Brown finished as the runner-up in the 
152-pound division at the state championships 
a year ago, helping the team placed ninth over-
all at the Class S state finals.  

DeBowsky said that both of his captains have 
been great leaders and are fully committed to 
the program.

“They go to camps and offseason clubs and 
they have been able to come in and help with 
getting guys up to speed,” added DeBowsky. 

One of DeBowsky’s goals since taking over 
the program is to rejuvenate the relationship be-
tween the high school team and town’s youth 
wrestling by connecting more with Colchester 
Youth Wrestling (CYW), non-profit organi-
zation that formed in 2000 that aims to intro-
duce the youth in Colchester and surrounding 
towns to the sport of wrestling by providing a 

disciplined and competitive program for kids 
to learn and develop wrestling skills, self-con-
fidence and the ideals of good sportsmanship.

Bishel started his wrestling career in the 
CYW before and DeBowsky said the two pro-
grams are once again working together in an ef-
fort to increase the interest in wrestling locally. 

DeBowksy and his Bobcats will be one of 
a dozen teams from Connecticut that will be 
competing in the local tournament. Portland 
High School and Newtown High School (a 
top-10 team in the state) will also be compet-
ing, along with a team from Massachusetts and 
another from Rhode Island. 

Awards will be given to the top-three finish-
ers in each weight class and top-three teams, 
along with a Most Outstanding Wrestler of the 
tourney. 

The cost to attend the daylong tournament is 
$5 for adults and $3 for students and seniors. 

 Arts Studio to Open… The Color House, a new creative arts studio and artisan shop, 
will hold an open house-style grand opening celebration Saturday, Feb. 11, from noon-4 
p.m. The studio is located on the back side of the Colchester town green, on the second 
floor of the Oz’NBones BBQ building. The Color House offers walk-in paint-your-own 
pottery, classes in pottery/ceramics, canvas painting, private art parties, and more. 
The studio also features a shop where visitors can purchase handcrafted items from 
local artisans. For more information, visit www.cohoct.com, follow on social media @
thecohoct, or contact studio founder Tina Parsadanov (pictured here) at thecohoct@
gmail.com.

CYSS News & Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information and full descriptions, call 860-537-
7255 or email youthservices@colchesterct.gov. 
Register for programs online at www.colches-
terct.gov/yss.

Guiding Lights: Tuesdays, Feb. 7-March 28, 
at the Youth Center, 40 Norwich Ave. Seventh-
graders meet from 2:15-4:30 p.m., and fifth-
graders from 3:15-4:30 p.m. This is a free peer 
mentoring program that connects fifth-grade 
students with seventh-grade mentors on a one-
to-one basis.

Girls Circle: Tuesdays, Feb. 7-April 4, 3:15-
4:30 p.m., for girls in grades 4-5. In this free 
program, girls will make new friends while us-
ing interactive games and guided activities. 

Minds Over Matter: Thursdays, Feb. 
9-March 30, 2:15-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. This is 
a free group for middle school students to learn 
skills to reduce anxiety. 

Skate & Play: Tuesday, Feb. 21, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m., for grades 6-10. Fee: $40. Roller-skate (or 
rollerblade) at Ron-A-Roll and then we’ll travel 

to Nomad’s Adventure Quest for laser tag, ar-
cade, bumper cars, teacups, rock wall climb-
ing and mini golf. Must wear socks and must 
bring bagged lunch (there is no option for buy-
ing food). Drop-off and pick-up are at the Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Urban Air: Friday, March 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
for grades 4-10. Fee: $42. There will be virtual 
reality, ninja obstacle courses, laser tag, tram-
poline and more. Pizza and water included. 
Complete waiver prior to trip. Drop-off and 
pick-up are at the Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Youth Center Drop-In: Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. This is a 
free program offering middle-schoolers a place 
to go after school. Kids can have a snack, play 
pool, air hockey, video games, basketball and 
more. There are also crafts, spaces to relax, and 
a reading/homework area. You do not need to 
pre-register to attend; students will receive in-
structions for online registration at their first 
visit, and they must be registered online to at-
tend again.

Lions Accepting Grant Applications
The Colchester Lions Club is now accepting 

applications for grant requests from community 
groups and organizations, in preparation for its 
annual Community Night of Giving in April.

Organizations should be prepared to demon-
strate how the funds would be used to benefit 
the community. Applications can be found at 
colchesterlions.org, or may be obtained in writ-
ing: Colchester Lions Club, P.O. Box 423, Col-

chester, CT 06415. 
Completed applications must be submitted 

by March 15.
Serving the community since 1949, the Col-

chester Lions give back all profits raised to 
groups and organizations in the community, in 
addition to Lions’ causes in the region, state, 
country and world.

Garden Club Winter Sowing Activity
The Colchester Garden Club is offering a 

Take-and-Make activity on Winter Sowing. This 
free drop-in workshop will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 11, between 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. at Cra-
gin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. There 
will be a pre-selected choice of seeds available 
to plant from the Colchester Seed Library.

Winter sowing is a method of starting seeds 
in a one-gallon plastic water or milk jug which 
becomes like a miniature greenhouse, then set-
ting outdoors in winter, generally with seeds 
that require a period of cold stratification taking 
advantage of natural temperatures. This pro-
cess is easy to do with the seeds sprouting in 
early spring to be transplanted into the garden 
once threat of frost is past. All materials and in-

structions will be provided by members of the 
Colchester Garden Club. If you have questions, 
please email colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com 
and include “CGC-Winter Sowing” in the sub-
ject line.

The Colchester Garden Club is a nonprofit 
organization and member club of the Federated 
Garden Clubs of Connecticut, New England 
Garden Club Inc, and National Garden Clubs. 
The club meets the fourth Monday of the month 
during winter, spring and autumn at 6 p.m. at 
Cragin. For information about the club, send 
an email to colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com 
or call the membership coordinator at 860-267-
4471. 

Wrestling Tournament Fundraiser
The Bacon Academy Wrestling 14th annual 

Matt Bishel Bobcat Classic will take place 
Saturday, Feb. 4, at the Bacon Academy gym. 
Wrestling starts at 9:30 a.m., with finals at 
around 5 p.m.

Cost $5 for adults and $3 for students and 
seniors. 

All admissions and 50/50 raffle donations 
along with monetary donations will go to the 
Matt Bishel Scholarship Fund, which is used 
to send student athletes to wrestling camps 
and seminars along with continued education 
in the sport of wrestling. 

There will also be hot food and drinks sold 
all day, with proceeds supporting the wres-
tling team with equipment costs and other es-
sentials. 

The community can help by donating to 
the tournament. Already, organizers have re-
ceived food donations from several stores and 
restaurants, along with gift cards and checks 
from several others. 

If interested in donating – make checks out 
to Bacon Academy Wrestling – or for more 
information, email coach Drew DeBowsky at 
jlryconnection@yahoo.com. 

Lions Offering Scholarships
The Colchester Lions invite all Colchester 

residents in their senior year of high school to 
apply for one of several scholarships. 

Applications are welcome from all graduat-
ing students planning to attend any accredited 
college, university or trade school. It doesn’t 
matter if students attend public, private, charter 
or magnet high schools, or if they are home-
schooled. Applications are available through 
the Bacon Academy guidance office or at col-
chesterlions.org. 

For more information, contact Elizabeth Bes-
sette at elizabeth.a.bessette@gmail.com. Bacon 
Academy students should submit their appli-
cation to the Bacon Academy guidance office. 
All other students should email their applica-
tion to elizabeth.a.bessette@gmail.com or mail 
them to Colchester Lions Club, Attn: Scholar-
ship Committee, P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT 
06415. 

Applications must be received by Friday, 
March 10.

Upcoming Senior Center Trips
The Colchester Senior Center is planning 

the following trips – and reservations are due 
in March.

Reservations should be made in person at the 
senior center, 95 Norwich Ave. Trips are avail-
able to senior center members and adult guests 
over the age of 18, and are on a first-come, first-
served basis; space is limited. Call the senior 
center at 860-537-3911 for more information.

Spain & Portugal: Costa Del Sol to the 
Portuguese Riviera: Oct. 14-25. Taste some of 
the delicacies of this southern Spanish region. 
Includes 10 breakfasts, two lunches and four 
dinners. Cost is $5,029 per person for double, 
if booked before March 15. You can come into 
the senior center to register in person or register 
online at gateway.gocollette.com/link/1102385.

Gorgeous Glass in Boston: Tuesday, April 

18. Spend time at the Mapparium at the Mary 
Baker Eddy Library. This huge glass globe 
shows the world’s boundaries frozen in time 
circa 1935. Also have a three-course family 
style Italian lunch at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 
and then see flowers made of Austrian blown 
glass during a guided tour of The Glass Flow-
ers exhibit in the Harvard Museum of Natural 
History. Cost is $130 per person. Sign up at the 
senior center by March 17. 

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical at the 
Thomaston Opera House: Sunday, April 30. 
See a matinee of this musical about the true story 
of singer-songwriter Carole King’s rise to fame. 
A pre-show lunch will be served at Black Rock 
Tavern, with a meal choice of chicken marsala, 
salmon or pork tenderloin. Cost is $125/person. 
Sign up at the senior center by March 30. 
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SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t

Synthetic oil not included. Coupon good through 2/28/2023. One per 
customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Coupon good through 2/28/2023. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating 30 Years
in Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

OIL & FILTER 
CHANGE

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

$3495
$2000 OFF

Plus Tax

•  Change Oil Filter
•  Change Engine Oil
 (up to 5 qts.)

•  Check All Fluid Levels
860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

•  Get Tire Pressure
•  Inspect Air & Fuel Filter
•  Inspect Belts & Hoses

Special!

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

Houses are selling fast and 
we are almost sold out again!

We need Listings!

Call Us For All Your
Residential & Commercial Needs

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

New Pet Shop Offers Lost Customer Experience

 Katie and Shane Hardy have opened up a new business in town, Wagging Tails Pet 
Shop.

By Michael Sinkewicz
A new pet store in Colchester offers a unique 

combination of merchandise and high-quality 
service for customers searching for a memo-
rable in-person shopping experience. 

Wagging Tails Pet Shop, located at 95 Lin-
wood Ave., opened its doors in December with 
the ambition of becoming the community’s pre-
mier pet store.

Owners Katie and Shane Hardy believe their 
business fills a void in town, especially after 
Pet Valu, which previously occupied the site, 
closed down.

Katie managed that store for around five 
years before being “blindsided” by a company-
wide conference call disclosing the shutdown.

Overall, Katie is the animal expert of the 
business. She’s been submerged in the industry 
for 15 years, beginning in Florida. 

“I remember going into a pet store down in 
Florida that had pretty much the same layout,” 
she said. “It was small, it was personable, it had 
all the cute things that everybody was looking 
for — that was my dream way back then.”

After moving back to Connecticut, Katie 
managed a boarding facility and became a cer-
tified groomer, which she did professionally 
for five years. Her extensive background also 
includes time managing a veterinarian hospital. 

Shane explained how that background, along 
with consistent family support, motivated them 
to pursue their own store.

“Without a doubt, this doesn’t happen with-
out family,” he said. “I think it was a dream of 
ours to own our business one day. It was some-
thing that we talked about for years and I think 
when Pet Valu shut down, it was a cumulation 
of things that she’s done in her life to be like, 
‘why not?’”

He added that since the community supported 
Pet Valu, the broad customer base would likely 
return to new ownership, as well. 

“We just kind of made the push to start this 
because this is true happiness,” Katie said. 

Still, like any new business, there were hic-
cups along the way. Supplies, like shelves, were 
delayed and other products were out of stock. 

“We’ve had a couple bugs along the way for 
sure, but we’ve definitely worked them all out,” 
Katie said. 

Most importantly, the community back-
ing has helped secure a fruitful and successful 
launch. Perhaps, she speculated, people recog-
nize her from the previous store, which creates 
a sense of familiarity and comfort.

“People come back from Pet Valu that see 
us here and see that it’s me and the staff that 
I brought on with me that are from Pet Valu,” 
she said. “We’re super excited to be here and to 

have that following again.”
Katie said that over the past several weeks, 

the community support has been “unreal.”
A Unique Experience

While Wagging Tails is operating in the same 
space as the prior pet shop, it offers a customer 
experience that the owners believe is rare.

The store features all of the services needed 
for your pets, but it doesn’t sell animals. Katie 
classified their shop as “pet specialty.”

Included in the store’s extensive inventory are 
dog foods, cat foods, leashes, collars — “basi-
cally all the accessories that folks are looking 
for,” Katie explained.

She stated that there’s live crickets and bugs 
for people looking to take care of their reptile 
feeding needs. (Katie expressed that Colchester 
has a large reptile community.)

Perhaps the most exciting feature of the shop 
is a self-service dog wash, which Katie de-
scribed as a “huge” attraction for them.

“As a groomer, I can finally offer what at 
Pet Valu I couldn’t,” she said. “I can offer nail-
trimming and ear-cleaning. Clients don’t neces-
sarily need to go a grooming facility; they can 
come here and bathe.”

Shane said he considers the store more of a 
“boutique pet shop.”

“Katie does a really good job at focusing on 
really high quality,” he said. “She thoroughly 
vets stuff before it ever gets in here. That’s dif-
ferent than some of the large chains.”

Katie agreed that she’s fairly selective with 
what she keeps in the store. There are some 
foods, she said, that are commonly found in 
Walmart or Target that are mass produced. Typ-
ically, she tries to find items that are “more sup-
portive of independent retailers and have a good 
nutritional value.”

Beyond an impressive line of products, Katie 
humbly acknowledged that she is a valuable as-
set for pet owners in the community. While her 
resume is quite imposing, she’s still trying to 
soak up more material that will not only benefit 
herself, but her customers.

“I feel like I have a lot to offer and I’m con-
stantly trying to re-invent myself and educate 
myself,” she said. “A lot of the companies that 
we have here offer educational training with all 
of their products. Continuously educating my-
self to inform customers when they come in is 
huge for me.”

That level of expertise and commitment is on 
full display for anyone who visits the shop.

Shane expressed that every customer that 
walks through the door will be a personal ex-
perience.

“We are priding ourselves on giving the best 
possible customer support,” he said. “Every 

time you come in this store, you’re going to 
get a greeting and every time you leave, you’re 
going to get a ‘thank you.’ That’s really critical 
and hopefully that’s a differentiating factor.”

For new store owners, this was really the 
only way to approach business. Interacting with 
community members and forming relationships 
can help get a local shop into the fabric of a 
community. 

“You want someone when you walk through 
the door that knows your pet’s name,” Katie 
said. “Trying to troubleshoot with customers 
and get one on one with them and talk about 
different options — that’s what I enjoy, the rela-
tionship you build between customers.”

However, for some shoppers, personal inter-
actions are rare. Many prefer browsing online 
through large chains, who often offer cheap 
prices. Sometimes, Katie argued, that approach 
sacrifices quality for convenience.

Wagging Tales is active in the local commu-
nity, including the Colchester dog park. The 
owners recognize that it’s a “challenging time” 
for independent retailers, and there’s an empha-
sis on local institutions supporting each other 
when possible. 

Shane conveyed that moving forward, there 
might be a transition back to in-person shop-
ping, as people continue to reward local busi-
nesses for their extra efforts.

“I’d to think that you will see some type of 
shift going to more in-person,” he said. “I think 

there’s still a handful of people and a market-
place for individuals that want to come and 
shop at a store.”

The long-term goal is to expand their store. 
Shane explained that their shop is taking up 
about half of the old store’s square footage, so 
if another business doesn’t move in, that space 
may be available in the future. If not, perhaps 
they’d explore adding additional stories in the 
neighboring towns. 

For now, they’re hoping for a successful inau-
gural year. Besides the wall that cut the original 
space in half, Katie and Shane, along with their 
families, helped construct and design the shop.

Katie expressed that she was running through 
Facebook marketplaces, hunting down leads 
and securing all the specific items she wanted. 
Overall, the vision was executed.

“The layout of the store definitely turned out 
the way I wanted it to be,” she said. 

Both Katie and Shane emphasized that fam-
ily was an enduring theme throughout the shop. 
Shane’s uncle passed away just weeks before 
the grand opening, but he, too, had a vision for 
the store.

“Right after Pet Valu closed, he called me one 
day so excited and was like ‘I had a dream that 
you opened up a pet store and it was amazing 
and it was in the old location,’” Katie said.

At the front of the store, there is a “treat of 
the month” section in his memory.

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time
Colchester Elementary School will host In-

coming Kindergarten Story Time sessions in 
March, April and May, for 4-and 5-year-old 
Colchester children who will be entering kin-
dergarten during the 2023-24 school year. 

During each of the three sessions, children 
will listen to books read by kindergarten teach-
ers, while parents learn about the registration 
process, the kindergarten curriculum, readiness 
expectations, the school day, school policies 

and transportation. A question-and-answer pe-
riod will be available at each session. 

Sessions will be Tuesdays, March 14, April 4 
and May 9, from 11:10-11:40 a.m., in the me-
dia center at CES, 315 Halls Hill Rd. Parents 
and children are invited to attend multiple story 
times. Topics for parent information change 
each month. No pre-registration is required. 

Lions’ Breakfast Buffet
The Colchester Lions Breakfast Buffet will 

return to the St. Joseph’s Polish Society on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, from 7:30-11 a.m. This is a 
full breakfast with eggs, bacon, sausage, toast, 
home fries and pancakes, with juice, coffee, tea 
or water.

Pre-sale prices are $8 for adults, $6 for se-
niors, $5 for children age 5-12, and free for 
kids 4 and under. At the door, prices are $9 for 
adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for children age 5-12, 
and free for kids 4 and under. 

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Dime 
Bank, 139 S. Main St., or by calling 860-537-
1093 and leaving a message for Julie.
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PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

iar
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M&J Bus is hiring School Bus 
Drivers and Van Drivers.
Looking for licensed bus and

van drivers as well as new drivers.
Great job for stay-at-home moms

& dads, retirees or new career opportunity. 
High paying (including new monthly attendance 
bonus pay), part-time work. Training provided.

Call (860) 388-6782 or apply 
online at www.mjbusinc.com

JOIN OUR
DRIVING FAMILY!

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308

Board Set to Award Senior Center Contract 
By Michael Sinkewicz

Following weeks of uncertainly and legal 
challenges, Colchester is moving ahead with 
the construction of a new senior center.

Yesterday, after press time, the Board of Se-
lectmen was expected to award a contract to 
BRD Builders LLC in the amount of $8.6 mil-
lion.

Initially, the deadline to formally enter into a 
building contract was Jan. 11, but BRD Build-
ers agreed to extend the window, allowing ne-
gotiations to move forward. First Selectman 
Andreas Bisbikos was expected to sign the 
contract following the meeting, most likely on 
Friday or early next week.

Last month, the selectmen awarded the bid to 
BRD Builders, allowing the attorneys for both 
sides to finalize the details of a construction 
contract. 

Securing a contract ensures that the project 
will move forward, which was uncertain over 
the past several weeks.

The most significant hurdle involved litiga-
tion introduced by Republican Town Commit-
tee Chairman Taras Rudko and selectman Ja-
son LaChapelle, who sought an injunction that 
would’ve prevented the town from awarding the 
contract.

New London Superior Court Judge Karen 
Goodrow denied the injunction request while 
also lifting an emergency injunction previously 
granted by the court.

During that hearing, Goodrow stated that she 
agreed with assessments that the total project 
budget was currently estimated to be between 
$10.2-10.8 million. The construction contract 
accounts for the majority of the project’s bud-
get.

At the 2021 referendum seeking community 
approval for the project, residents signed off 
on $9.5 million for the building of a new se-
nior center. Now, as the project is set to move 
ahead, the town will likely consider additional 
funding avenues to prevent additional lawsuits 
in the future.

This week, Senior Center Building Commit-
tee Chairman Tony Tarnowski told the Rivereast 
that he worked with representatives from BRD 
Builders along with attorneys for both sides to 
iron out the final contract details. 

“We went through the contract and agreed on 
what’s best for both parties,” he said, describing 
the proceedings as “typical.”

As many residents and senior citizens voiced 
their concerns with the fate of the project, Tar-
nowski offered a reassuring message that addi-
tional hold-ups were unlikely.

“We’re in a good place now and the project is 
moving forward,” he said. 

One aspect that can now begin is value engi-
neering. While working with the builder, some 
items can potentially be substituted to save 
costs without impacting the overall design of 
the building.

That process is standard industry practice, 
Tarnowski explained, and often begins after a 
contract has been signed. Both sides can offer 
ideas and then determine what is actually work-
able once construction begins. 

Tarnowski stated that while those discussions 
will officially take place in the near future, he 
has already talked to BRD Builders about po-
tential value engineering, to ensure that both 
sides are prepared.

Still, the prospect of requiring additional 
funding is entirely possible, he said. Inflation 
costs in the construction industry have raised 
budgets for municipalities across the state, and 
at some point, the town may need to explore its 
options.

“You have to trust the process,” Tarnowski 
said. “If we think we’re going to be short, that’s 
up to the selectmen and if it’s another referen-
dum, then so be it.”

He expressed that the town is not going to put 
up half a building or walk away from the project 
at any point. As long as the selectmen continue 
to work with the building committee, the town 
can stay abreast of any funding concerns.

Selectman Rosemary Coyle told the Rivereast 
that she’ll trust Tarnowski’s judgment and sup-
port the contract agreement. 

She agreed that a top priority for the board 
moving forward is to determine how much 
additional funding is necessary and hopes the 
building committee will ultimately provide 
those figures in the weeks ahead.

“I believe in finding solutions,” she said, add-
ing that the town should consider any option 
to secure more funding, whether it’s from the 
town’s reserve accounts or the Bendas Estate 
fund, which was donated to the town.

To avoid any more controversy, she said, 
it’s likely smart to go out to referendum again 
and ask residents to sign-off on spending more 
money.

“I worked on this for so many years,” she 
said. “I believe people want this and it’s a real 
plus for the community.”

Tarnowski stated that construction will likely 
begin in late March or early April. Last year, a 
groundbreaking ceremony was pushed backed, 
but one will “definitely happen” this year.

“We already have a program in place and we 
just have to pick a date,” he said. “I have six 
shovels in my basement painted gold.”

Several notable guests were scheduled to at-

tend the ceremony and the hope is that many 
will be able to make the new date as well. Gov-
ernor Ned Lamont, Lieutenant Governor Susan 
Bysiewicz and Congressman Joe Courtney will 
be invited. 

Social Media Controversy?
Earlier this week, First Selectman Andreas 

Bisbikos posted a link to the construction con-
tract on Facebook. He also thanked several in-
dividuals involved with the contract negations 
including Mike Clifford of BRD Builders, 
Bob O’Brien of Shipman Goodwin and Peter 
Strniste, who represented BRD Builders.

Notably, Tarnowski’s name was omitted. 
Bisbikos later edited the post and included Tar-
nowksi. 

Some officials, including Coyle, took to 
Facebook to call out the oversight.

Coyle told the Rivereast that for her, “it’s al-
ways about the facts, not politics.”

“It wasn’t right,” she added. “I know the 
hours Tony put into this project and he deserves 
credit. He worked with the builder to resolve is-
sues.”

In an emailed response, Bibsikos explained 
how the mix-up occurred. He stated that he fre-
quently uses social media to distribute informa-
tion, and a simple error took place.

Bisbikos wrote that he copied-and-pasted a 
portion of Tarnowski’s email message to him-
self, where Tarnowski was speaking in first per-
son.

“Once I pasted it, some people felt that ‘I was 
speaking in the first person’ and taking credit 
from Tony’s hard work (rather than sharing 
Tony’s email).”

He continued by stating that “Tony’s message 
was great news and I was excited to share it. 
However, where I went wrong, was in my haste 
to get this good news out, I copy and pasted it, 
and didn’t clarify that it was ‘Tony who was 
speaking in the first person and making those 
quotes.’”

Bisbikos called it an “honest mistake,” which 
was corrected.

“It’s sad that this was politicized and draws 
attention away from the person who truly de-
serves it,” he continued. “Tony deserves ALL of 
the credit for his hard work and negotiations. 
The town of Colchester is very lucky to have 
someone with his expertise willing to donate his 
time and energy for our good.”

Tarnowski said Bisbikos called him to 
straighten out any confusion.

“To me, I’m not looking for glory,” he said. 
“It sounded like an honest mistake to me.”

Ladies Guild Offering Trip
The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is offering a 

travel opportunity in May. From May 10-12, 
people can head to Lancaster, Pa., for a vari-
ety of activities. 

Travelers will see two shows: Moses at the 
Sight & Sound Theatre, and Footloose at the 
Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre. There will also 
be a trip to Hershey, Pa., for a guided Her-
shey Town Tour. The last stop before heading 
home is a visit to the Wind Creek Bethlehem 
Casino for lunch on your own. 

Cost is $615/person double and $745/per-
son single, and includes transportation, two 

shows, two nights’ hotel, two breakfasts, two 
dinners, sightseeing and admissions as per 
itinerary, and a tour guide and driver gratuity. 

Deposits are being accepted. Deposit is 
$150 and the check is made to Friendship 
Tours. Send deposits to Guardian Angels Par-
ish, 128 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415. 
Trip protection coverage is strongly recom-
mended at the time of deposit.

For more information and reservations, 
contact Barbara Gozzo at 860-537-0179 or 
barbgozzo@gmail.com.
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Bacon Basketball Bounces Rocky Hill

 Bacon Academy junior Cara Shea directs the offense as Rocky Hill’s Katie Harding 
plays defense. The Bobcats would rally to beat the Terriers 51-45 at Rocky Hill High 
School on Jan. 24  

By Josh Howard
For the first 16 minutes against Rocky Hill, 

Bacon Academy girls’ basketball didn’t look 
like themselves. 

The Bobcats, who entered the contest 13-0, 
trailed by as many as a dozen points in the sec-
ond quarter and were down 28-19 at the break 
before rallying in the second half to win 51-45 
at Rocky Hill High School, earning their 14th 
win in as many games. 

The tale of two halves came on the second 
night of back-to-back games for the Bobcats 
who had defeated Amistad at Bacon Academy 
High School the previous night.

Whether it was fatigue or lack of execution, 
Bacon had trouble finding their footing on the 
road. The home Terriers made the extra pass, 
assisting on nearly every bucket and running a 
press defense in the first half that frustrated the 
Bobcats, causing multiple turnovers. 

Head coach Kevin Fennell said the team used 
the halftime break to regroup.

“I think they got a little more focused and 
they started sharing the ball more,” added Fen-
nell. “We missed a few shots [in the first half] 
that we may have made in other games.”

The tide began to turn on the first posses-
sion of the third quarter when junior Cara Shea 
canned a triple from the top of the arc, prompt-
ing a 15-2 scoring spurt for the Bobcats.

Five different Bacon players scored during 
the third quarter scoring run, which put the 
Bobcats up 34-30 with 3:03 to play in the third. 

“When we share the ball we get better looks 
and the shots start falling,” stated Fennell. “Get-
ting higher percentage shots has been important 
for us all season.”

Fennell was pleased with the offense, yet he 
said it was the other end of the court that al-
lowed them to chip away at the deficit and even-
tually take a lead they would not surrender. 

“We challenged them a little defensively and 
I think [our players] responded to it,” added 
Fennell, whose team increased the tempo in the 
second half, leading to several transition buck-
ets. 

Sophomore Katelyn Novak led the defensive 
charge, registering six steals and blocking five 
shots. 

Novak added nine points, eight rebounds, and 
four assists in the win. 

“Katelyn has been willing to do whatever is 
asked of her. Whether it is a timely three or a re-
bound or a block shot or coming up with a steal; 
she is just an all-around basketball player,” Fen-
nell said of the multifaceted Novak. “She ap-
plied herself in a lot of ways tonight and was a 
huge part of that comeback.”

After being held to two points in the first 
quarter, senior captain Marissa Nudd heated 
up over the final three quarters to score a team-
high 17 points. 

Nudd, a Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity-commit, also grabbed eight rebounds and 
sealed the game with a pair of free throws to put 
the Bobcats up 51-43 with under a minute to 
play in regulation.

It was also the next generation of Bobcats 
that made a big impact in the second half. 

Clinging to a one-point lead late in the third 
quarter, freshman Alannah Baehr pulled up and 
sank a 3-pointer to end the quarter and give 
the Bobcats a 39-35 lead heading into the final 
eight minutes.  

Baehr finished with nine points, seven com-
ing in the second half.

“It’s been fun to watch Alannah’s progres-
sion,” stated Fennell. “She has been paying at-
tention to the decisions she makes in different 
spots and she has been recognizing what works 
and what doesn’t. She certainly has a high level 
of potential.”

Rocky Hill made a final push in the fourth, 
going on a 7-0 scoring run behind a pair of la-
yups from freshman Katie Harding, who scored 
a game-high 21 points and grabbed eight re-
bounds.  

But it was too little, too late as Nudd grabbed 
an offensive rebound and was fouled before 
making the game-clinching free throws.

Prior to the contest, the Terriers had won six 
of their previous seven games and head coach 

James McKinnon said the team’s first half per-
formance was one of the best halves of basket-
ball they had played all year. 

However, they were unable to maintain their 
same defensive pressure and offensive fire-
works in the second half. 

“Their pressure and height got to us,” McK-
innon said of Bacon’s turnaround. “They got a 
lot more deflections in the second half and they 
out-rebounded us in the second half. They are 
14-0 for a reason.”

During the first 14 games, the Bobcats out-
scored their opponents by an average of 23 

points per game. 
It’s been a terrific start for Fennell, who was 

previously an assistant coach with the program 
and was the head coach of the boys’ basketball 
program at the school from 2008-2013.

Following the win over Rocky Hill, Fennell 
and the team suffered their first setback, losing 
consecutive games to Ledyard and East Lyme 
to bring their overall record to 14-2.

 They will now start a three-game home stand 
on Monday, Feb. 6, when they welcome Nor-
wich Free Academy to Bacon for a 6 p.m. tip. 

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more 
information, call 860-537-3082 or visit Abun-
dantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also Children’s Church available for ages 
4-11. All are welcome. The main service is also 

broadcast live each week on Facebook. Visit 
www.facebook.com/groups/abundantlifeCT or 
look for the church on Facebook. For more in-
formation, call the church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call 
the church to be placed on the prayer list. You 
may also ask about the various days and times 
the prayer groups meet and come at that time. 

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation. 

Sunday School meets during the worship ser-
vice.

Meetings: The church hosts several groups 
meeting weekly: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 
p.m.; AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA 

Troop 109, Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout 
Pack 109, one Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

Outreach: The church has a white wooden 
Blessings Box in the lower parking lot with 
non-perishable food items and other useful 
items. Anyone in need or who wishes to donate 
may stop by and take or leave a few items.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell-dog related items for its 
ninth annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” 

The event will be held on the Town Green on 
Sunday, May 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., and will 
feature May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs, 
and other canine entertainment. Vendor slots 
are available at $40 per booth. No charge for 
nonprofit organizations. 

Cntact tagnobark@gmail.com for more in-
formation. The event is sponsored by the Col-
chester Parks and Recreation Department. 

Town Clerk Earns 
Certification

Colchester Town Clerk Gayle Furman has 
earned the designation of Certified Municipal 
Clerk, which is awarded by the International In-
stitute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC), Inc.

IIMC grants the Certified Municipal Clerk 
designation only to those municipal clerks who 
complete select education requirements; and 
who have a record of significant contributions 
to their local government, their community and 
state.

The International Institute of Municipal 
Clerks, founded in 1947, has 14,000 members 
throughout the United States, Canada and 15 
other countries, and the mission of this global 
nonprofit corporation is to enhance the educa-
tion opportunities and professional develop-
ment of its membership.

Historical Society Calendars Available
The Colchester Historical Society’s 2023 

Calendars are here! The theme this year is 
Sports in Colchester, and the calendars feature 
images of sports teams and games in Colchester 
from 1931 to 1973. 

The limited-edition 2023 Colchester His-
torical Society calendar sells for only $12. This 
year, for $20, the historical society will include 
a copy of Historical Landmarks: A Historical 
Tour of Colchester. For an additional $20, you 
can also add the illustrated history of Colches-
ter, Images of America: Colchester.

Calendars can be purchased at the Colches-
ter History Museum on Sundays through Jan. 

29 (or sold out), from noon-2 p.m.; look for the 
“Calendars for Sale Today” sign in front of the 
museum. Calendars can also be purchased at 
Nathan Liverant and Son Antiques at 168 South 
Main St.; hours are Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. 

The calendars and books can also be mailed 
for an additional shipping fee; contact the so-
ciety at mail@colchesterhistory.org or call 860 
537-4230. Calendars and books can also be 
purchased at www.colchesterhistory.org/get-
involved/shop-1.

Calendar sales provide funds to support the 
historical society.

Polish Dinner-Dance 
Feb. 19

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society at 395 
South Main St. will host a Polish dinner-
polka dance Sunday, Feb. 19. Dinner will be 
served from 1-2 p.m., and Dennis Polisky 
and The Maestro’s Men will perform from 
2-6 p.m. 

The Polish dinner includes pierogies, 
golumpki, kielbasa, kapusta, rye bread, and 
butter. Tickets are $25 per person, and must 
be purchased in advance.   

For more information, call 860-537-2550.

Youth Lacrosse 
Registration

Colchester Youth Lacrosse has an-
nounced registration is open for boys and 
girls in grades K-8 to join lacrosse teams. 
Players from all towns are welcome, and 
can register at Colchesterlax.org.

CLT Pancake Breakfast 
Colchester Land Trust (CLT) will hold 

a Pancake Breakfast and Timber Framing 
Overview Sunday, Feb. 12, 10 a.m., at 23 
Lee Court. All are invited.

Park in a cul-de-sac and walk down a 
driveway. Meet inside the barn. All are in-
vited to this pancake breakfast in a tradi-
tional timber frame barn on the property of 
board members Russ and Natalie Moore. 
Kids welcome. 

The breakfast is free for CLT members, 
and $5 for non-members. Space is lim-
ited to 30 people; RSVP to Natalie at nat-
samoore@gmail.com by Feb. 5. The barn 
is unheated, so folks should dress for the 
weather. Warm drinks will be served.

Project Graduation 
Fundraiser

For the entire month of February, when you 
purchase a reusable Community Bag at the Big 
Y located at 7 East Hampton Rd., Marlborough, 
$1 will be donated to Bacon Academy Project 
Graduation.

The goal is to sell 200 bags.
The mission of Bacon Academy Project 

Graduation is to provide drug- and alcohol-free 
events for all graduating seniors of Bacon Acad-
emy. Direct donations are always welcome. 

For more information, visit baconacademy-
projectgrad.org or look for “Bacon Academy 
Project Graduation” on Facebook.

Residents Participate
in Symposium

Two Colchester residents were among the 
Lasell University students who presented origi-
nal research, participated in panel discussions, 
and shared creative works at the annual Career 
Readiness Symposium. 

Haylee Skoog presented their senior graphic 
design portfolio and shared the process and 
ideas behind their creations. The presentation 
incorporated the NACE competencies of pro-
fessionalism and career & self-development.

Liah Brown presented the fall/winter issue 
of Polished Magazine, “The Digital Age.” The 
award-winning, student-run magazine covers 
Boston’s fashion and cultural scene. Brown is 
the magazine’s co-managing editor.

Parks and Rec News
Colchester Parks and Recreation, located at 

127 Norwich Ave. (Town Hall), has announced 
the following items of interest. For more infor-
mation or full descriptions, call 860-537-7297 
or visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-de-
partment.

Programs: Card-Making Class: The third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m., at Town Hall. 
Upcoming dates: 2/15, 3/15, 4/19. Cost: $15 
per class, per person ($20 for nonresidents). A 
minimum of two people is needed for this class.

Senior Yoga: Mondays through Feb. 27, 
4:45-5:45 p.m., on Facebook Live, for ages 45 
and up. Cost: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 

Gentle Yoga: See the Parks and Rec. website 
for dates and times. Cost: $40/resident, $45/
non-resident. 

Events: Spring Clean-Up: Saturday, April 
22, at 8 a.m., on the Town Green; rain date: 
April 29. Jobs include spreading mulch, raking, 
weeding, picking up garbage, and more. Loca-
tions include the schools, town buildings and 
parks. Meet up afterward at Mel’s Downtown 
Ice Cream for a free ice cream as a ‘thank you.’ 

Food Festival on the Town Green: · Satur-
day, May 6; rain date is May 7. There will be 
vendors, games and food. Watch www.face-
book.com/FOODIEAFF for more information.

President’s List
Madeline Sullivan of Colchester made the 

fall 2022 President’s List at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Va.

Sullivan is majoring in communication sci-
ences and disorders.
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Get Your Valentine
The Perfect Winter Gift!

Get them a Remote Car Starter 
from Attention To Detail!

• Remote Starters
• WeatherTech Products
• Heated Seats
• And More! 860-347-0141

195 Dekoven Drive Middletown, CT

Connecticut’s Leader in 
Automotive Accessories!
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TheThe
EnchantedEnchanted

VinesVines

226 WESTCHESTER ROAD
COLCHESTER, CT 06415

(860) 467-3298
joannas@theenchantedvines.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/TheEnchantedVines1 

Our arrangements are selected from the most 
beautiful blossoms guaranteed to leave your 

sweetheart speechless. Your Valentine deserves the 
best and we have a wide variety of gifts and decor to 

make this February 14th unforgettable. 

— WE WILL BE OPEN 2/13 & 2/14 —
Pre-Order Is Now Available

for 2/11-2/14 Pick-up! 
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Make your love bloom!
The Enchanted Vines specializes in fresh floral bouquets and 

custom gift baskets that will make this Valentine’s Day perfect! 

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where the locals go 
to dine, drink, and socialize. Our menu features dishes 
assembled from the freshest ingredients, sure to bring 

bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891

R
E2

-3
-2

3

www.lakesidebar-grill.com

HAPPY HOUR – Tues-Fri 3:00-5:30 • Food & Drink SpecialsNEW!

Now taking reservations for 

VALENTINE’S DAY!

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday, Aggadatah class from the Talmud, 6 

p.m.; Talmud class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 
8 p.m., on Zoom and in person; Wednesday 
classes, 2:30-4 p.m. – Hebrew Conversation, 
Jewish Lieracy and Jewish Business Ethics on 
Zoom. Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., hybrid 
in-person and on Zoom; Shabbat morning ser-
vice, 10 a.m., hybrid in-person and via Zoom.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on 
Ken Alter’s Facebook page. Also on the page: 
“Ask the Rabbi” and the Positive Affirmation of 
the Day.

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are: Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; and 
Friday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dean’s List
Aidan McLoughlin of Colchester made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute in Worcester, Mass.

McLoughlin, a member of the Class of 2026, 
is majoring in mechanical engineering.
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

Care & Compassion
in Times of Need

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations
• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs
• Dedicated to satisfying customers
• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans
• Family owned & operated for
 over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD
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17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940

Tuesday-Sunday
11:00am-4:00pm
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Sunday, Tuesday & Wednesday 11am-8pm
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 11am-9pm

Monday closed

Full Bar
Family Owned
& Operated

Come join us for LUNCH!

www.zinascucina.com

OR
ORDER 

ONLINE!

Valid till 2/28/23 from 11am to 4pm for dine in customers only. Tax and tip not included.

your entire bill 
when you present 

this coupon15% OFF
Any women’s group of 2 or more will receive

Celebrate your female friendships
with your gal pals and Zina’s birthday!

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester
Dean’s List

Loudon Chupas of Colchester made the fall 
2022 Dean’s List at American International 
College in Springfield, Mass.

Chupas is majoring in criminal justice.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Luke Jenkins, Heather 

Marvin and Bridget McIntyre made the fall 
2022 Dean’s List at the University of New Eng-
land in Maine.
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WILLIAM RAVEIS 
REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE 

WATERFRONT SPECIALIST EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY...WATERFRONT 3.5 ACRES SOLD 

Thanl, you to all my amazing, loyal clients in 2022. Lool,ing forward to 2023 ! 

GLASTONBURY RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST 

II 
II n REALTOR' 

c. 860.8-H.-1305 I o. 860.633.0111 I Jocty.Delmastro@raveis.com I JoclyDelmas1ro.nweis.com 

218 New London Tpke I Glastonbury I CT 06033 
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Quality Measures CMS Rating

 “From the initial phone call (in a panic to find a great place for our Mom’s new 
long-term needs) with Ashley of Admissions I knew we were in good hands. Upon 
arriving with my Mom’s belongings, the receptionist immediately jumped from her 
seat to assist me, every staff person I encountered made eye contact and greeted me. 
Even the lobby itself reflects love-so welcoming, comfortable, and always holiday 
decorated. The aides, nursing staff, kitchen staff all called my Mom by name, kept 
extra eyes on her when necessary, she was definitely cared for and safe. We could 
not have asked for more, especially at this time in her life. Even Mom’s roommates 
genuinely cared about her and made my Mom’s stay better. We thank this facility for 
its professionalism, dedication, attention and love above and beyond.”
 — Daughter of a Resident *per Google review

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531
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$1 OFF
Any Coffee Purchase

11 N Main St. #1 
East Hampton, CT Tues-Fri 7am-4pm • Sat & Sun 8am-4pm

VALID UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2023
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Are you tired of LOW bank CD Rates? 
Before you buy, give us a try! 

 
 

1 year  JP Morgan Chase  4.750 
Santander Bank                            4.650 

CD Rate is based on $5,000.00 Minimum purchase and applies to either a one-year term or two-year term depending 
on the investment chosen. Interest is paid either annually or semiannually depending on the product. A penalty may 
be charged for early CD withdrawal, fees could reduce earning on the account. Advertised rate is valid as of 
01/31/2023 and subject to change daily without notice. FDIC insurance is $250,000.00 per depositor. Securities and 
advisory services offered through Prospera Financial Services, Inc. | Member FINRA/SIPC. 

 
 

L 
Financial Advisor 

 
 
www.reedwealthmanagement.com 

P 860-531-9627 • F 860-531-9629 

 
392 SOUTH MAIN ST 

STE 3 
COLCHESTER, CT 06415 

RE2-3-23

Tyler Lewis
Financial 
Advisor

860-228-8148

Pre-Order Our Award Winning

WINGS
for the “Big Game”

47 MAIN STREET (RT. 66) HEBRON
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e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

SUNDAYS: 
LUNCH OR BRUNCH?

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

MAKE YOUR VALENTINE'S RESERVATIONS EARLY!

For the Safety of our Patrons
The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
SARS-CoV-2, Viruses, 

Bacteria & Mold

AIR YOU CAN TRUST™ 

For more information call: Paul Hoar 203-247-4723

and Patio!

You decide. Now serving brunch items in addition 
to the regular menu from 11am-2pm every Sunday.

What are you in the mood for?

Don't forget Valentine's Day 

We are cooking up Valentine's Specials served from 
Super Bowl weekend through Valentine's Day!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
monday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm R
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Police News
1/18: Kyle Theobald, 24, of 33 Forest St., 

was issued a summons for misuse of registra-
tion plate and using a handheld mobile device 
while operating a motor vehicle, East Hampton 
Police said. 

1/26: Joseph Purcell, 53, of 17 Quiet Woods 
Rd., was issued a summons for operating a mo-
tor vehicle while under suspension, improper 
use of a marker plate and operating an unregis-
tered and uninsured motor vehicle, police said. 

Also, from Jan. 23-29, officers responded to 
nine medical calls, three motor vehicle crashes 
and four alarms, and made 31 traffic stops, po-
lice said.

Dean’s List
Adeline Fede of East Hampton made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic In-
stitute in Worcester, Mass. 

Fede is majoring in biomedical engineering, 
and is a member of the Class of 2025.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to worship Sundays at 9 a.m. Pastor is the 
Rev. Tom Cowger. Refreshments are served af-
ter the service.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities are offered for kids in the Fellow-
ship Hall during the worship service. All are 
welcome.

Bible Study: Adult Bible Study is held each 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.in the Chapel. The study 
traces God’s covenant with his people.

Zoom Bible Study: Thursdays from 7 to 8 
p.m. The study looks at various ways to ap-
proach Bible reading to enhance the ability to 
hear what God says. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 
860-267-2336; hours are Monday-Friday, 
12:30-4:30 p.m. The church website is at www.
hncovenantchurch.org.

Super Bowl Sunday 
Chili Fundraiser

Christ Episcopal Church, Middle Had-
dam, is holding a Super Bowl Sunday Chili 
Fundraiser on Feb. 12. One pint of chili, 
a serving of corn bread, and a cookie are 
available for $10. 

Orders must be placed by calling Su-
sie Karl at 860-873-1136. Pick-up will 
take place at the Parish Hall from noon-2 
p.m. All profits will be donated to the East 
Hampton Food Bank.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
holds live in-person services Sundays at 10:45 
a.m. All are welcome. Enter via the front door 
and ushers will assist you. The church is located 
at 1 East High St.

There is also a livestream link at the church’s 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Bethle-
hemEH.
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
2/4/23

through
2/28/23

Not responsible for typographical errors.

Smirnoff
Vodka 80°

$1999 (1.75 L)

Captain Morgan 
Spiced Rum 70°
$2699 (1.75 L)

Stolichnaya
Vodka 80°

$2999 (1.75 L)

Absolut
Vodka 80°

$3199 (1.75 L)

Maker’s Mark 
Bourbon 90°
$5499 

(1.75 L)

Seagrams VO 
Whiskey 80°
$2049 (1.75 L)

Rex Goliath
Wines

$999 (1.5 L)

Dom Bousquet
Wines

$1999 (3 L box)

Cavit
Wines

Woodbridge 
Wines

$1109 (1.5 L)
$1199 (1.5 L)

Beringer Main 
& Vine Wines

Black Box
Wines

$999 (1.5 L)
$1999 (3 L box)
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Coors Lite

$2749
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Bud & Light

$1679
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Busch & Light

$1999
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Miller Lite

$2749
12 oz., 30-pack cans

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 10am-5pm

Center Package Store

 Carl Guild & Associates realtor Chad 
Ghere, who lives in East Hampton with 
his family, moving to town in the summer 
of 2020, hopes to start a trend by donat-
ing to a customer’s choice of a charitable 
or town organization, schools, libraries, 
etc. Ghere said East Hampton has been 
so welcoming, he was compelled to give 
something back.

Carl Guild, Local Realtor Donating Commission 
By Jack Lakowsky

Attention area homebuyers! Want to find 
your dream home and help a worthy cause – any 
cause you want?

Carl Guild & Associates realtor Chad Gh-
ere is helping customers do just that. He’s cur-
rently donating 10% of each commission to a 
customer’s preferred organization or type of 
organization – whether local first responders 
(Ghere’s personal choice), schools, libraries, 
animal shelters or grassroots charities, Ghere 
told the Rivereast he just wants the funds going 
to a good cause. 

Ghere and his family moved to East Hamp-
ton in 2020, having previously worked in major 
cities like Seattle and Chicago. Ghere said he 
and his family have always been tight-knit, the 
frequent moves making it hard to find lasting 
friendships. When the family got to East Hamp-
ton however, small-town hospitality got him 
thinking; hey, this place is fantastic. 

He said the town’s warm welcome – which 
included neighbors introducing themselves, and 
he, his wife and his kids quickly making close 
friends – inspired him to want to give back. 

By simply listening and paying attention to 
people Ghere learned of the great needs of local 
nonprofits and community centers. He began 

thinking about ways he could help. 
Ghere took an unconventional route to do 

so, applying his 20 years of professional expe-
rience as a realtor, leveraging his expertise to 
potentially net impactful funds. 

According to Zillow the average home price 
in Belltown is more than $340,000, meaning 
individual donations could reach as much as a 
whole day of selling brownies or washing cars. 

“As clientele builds, donations will go up,” 
he said. “It’s up to the client where the money 
goes, whether they’re buying or selling, wheth-
er they’re keeping it in East Hampton or head-
ing to Colchester or Cromwell.”

Ghere said he hasn’t quite thought of a spe-
cific goal and is more focused on needs. Noting 
if he had the choice he’d donate to local first re-
sponders, he said donations could be as specific 
as using the money to buy food for the local 
police K-9, or can be as general as donating to 
local police or fire departments. 

“You can’t name them all, there are so many 
options,” he said. ‘The more I talk to organiza-
tions the harder it gets to pine one down.”

Ghere said he’s never done anything quite 
like this before, and that he was actually sur-
prised at the enthusiastic reaction. When local 
schools superintendent Paul Smith heard about 
Ghere’s effort, he contacted the Rivereast to 
help get the word out. 

Depending on how this round goes, Ghere 
said, he may well up the percentage, donating 
15% or 20% of his commission, potentially 
thousands given to worthy causes. 

A detailed planner, Ghere also has an idea to 
somehow sum up at the end of a calendar year 
exactly how much was raised, and get that info 
back to customers, because who doesn’t feel 
good doing good? 

Ghere hopes his selflessness might inspire 
others, whether hometown realtors or interna-
tional moguls. 

“Imagine all that could happen” if people 
with the means to do so gave just a little more, 
he said. 

“Every dollar helps.”
Ghere joined Carl Guild, a prominent local 

real estate firm with offices in East Hampton, 
Colchester and Glastonbury, because it too fo-
cuses on lending a helping hand. 

Take, for example, the scholarship Carl Guild 
gives to local students every year. 

Under the Carl Guild & Associates Schol-
arship program, $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to one student who is a resident from 
each of the following towns: Colchester, East 
Haddam, East Hampton, Portland, Glastonbury 
and one student from the RHAM district plan-
ning on going to either community college or a 
four-year program. 

Applicants need a record of volunteerism in 
non-school activities and/or participation in ex-
tracurricular activities, a copy of an unofficial 
transcript, and deadline is April 1. Don’t be late!

The applications will be reviewed, and re-
cipients selected by the Carl Guild & Associ-
ates Scholarship Committee. The recipient will 
be notified no later than April 30 and agree to a 
press release in a local publication.

In addition to his work with Carl Guild, Gh-
ere’s looking to purchase investment properties 
for his own portfolio, any condition or situation, 
whether foreclosure, short sale or property liq-
uidation.

Application packages can be emailed to carl-
guild@gmail.com or mailed to: Carl Guild & 
Associates, P.O. Box 188, East Hampton CT 
06424.

Coat, Hats and 
Outerwear Drive

 The East Hampton Lions Club will hold an 
outerwear drive for residents of East Hampton. 
Collection will be Monday, Feb. 6, through 
Wednesday, Feb. 15. 

Drop off clean, gently used coats, hats, 
scarves, gloves and sweaters (no boots, please) 
at St. Patrick Parish Center at 47 W. High St. 
Hours are 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. Items will also be collected at Paul’s & 
Sandy’s Too, 93 E. High St., and in the foyer of 
Memorial School, 20 Smith St.

Anyone in need may stop in the parish center 
on Thursday, Feb. 16, from 6-7:30 p.m., and, if 
donations last, on Friday, Feb. 17, from 6-7:30 
p.m.

 For more information, contact Lion Mary at 
860-977-5760 or gov.mary23C@aol.com.
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Dick’s Barber Shop
Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE2-25-22

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

“I believe the first test of 
a truly great man is in his 
humility.”
--John RuskinJohn Ruskin

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq. Kevin Godwin, Esq.
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Council Looks to Expand Tax Relief
By Jack Lakowsky

Last week, the East Hampton Town Council 
started talks on how best to give tax relief to 
local residents, especially spouses of first re-
sponders who die in the line of duty, discussing 
several options. 

According to info from Town Manager Dave 
Cox, the town is designing language to imple-
ment nearly all state-allowed programs and 
breaks, and to see whether it’s most beneficial 
to offer “flat” benefits, or ones best on factors 
like income percentages. 

The town has a wide range of options, from 
total tax abatement to none. 

The council will now hash out the details of 
the ordinance before it heads to public hearing 
for a vote.  

In essence, the town is looking to work in op-
tional tax breaks it doesn’t currently use, along 
with aligning optional tax relief language with 
the state’s, expanding breaks to people with dis-
abilities and families of first responders killed 
on duty. 

Receptive to the idea, the council’s main sug-
gestion was expanding qualifying income levels 
for spouses of deceased first responders, which 
for a married couple would be about $137,000. 

“A hardship is a hardship,” said councilor 
Brandon Goff. 

For disabled people the proposed ordinance 
includes thousands in relief, and it’s also got 
relief for low-income people, including forgive-
ness of late taxes and associated interest. 

Cox also included language for “nondisabled 
veterans without wartime service”, who can get 
an exemption from property tax at either $5,000 
or 5% of the assessed value of the veteran’s 
main residence, given their income qualifies. 

The exemption is also for spouses and par-
ents of military members killed in action. Cox 
said while the council has good leeway in other 
parts of the ordinance, this is one it can’t ex-
pand much. 

Family of military killed in the line of duty 
are entitled to up to $20,000 in relief, or up to 
10% of the property’s assessed value. 

Discussion largely focused on how best to 
give widows and widowers of first responders 
a break. 

The council, after initial suggestion by coun-
cilor Alison Walck, asked that Cox expand the 
relief option to not just East Hampton first re-
sponders, but first responders, whether vol-
unteer or paid, that work anywhere – whether 
Belltown or Hartford – and live locally. 

Councilman Eric Peterson said luckily (and 
hopefully) these types of incidents are rare, so 

a broadly inclusive ordinance won’t be a detri-
ment to the town’s income, suggesting a heftier 
tax break of 50%. One town Cox researched 
gave qualified people 100% relief. 

“If the family needs help, let’s give it to 
them,” said council chair Mark Philhower. 

To qualify, the person must have died per-
forming their duties, not, for example, on the 
way to work, a risk nearly every worker as-
sumes.
Belltown Library Needs Bigger Digs
East Hampton Public Library Director Tim 

Kellogg briefed the council on the library’s on-
going strategic development, a plan begun in 
2020 under former director Ellen Paul, and set 
to conclude this year. 

Since starting the plan, the library has mod-
ernized its facility, brought in new furniture and 
programing. Library activity has grown mas-
sively in the last few years, with a nearly 300% 
increase in summer reading participation last 
summer, Kellogg reported, as well as increased 
borrowing. 

Now, the library has to look to the hard job 
of expansion. Inside renovations were success-
ful, but more work is needed to meet the town’s 
needs and proven not to meet those ever-grow-

ing needs. 
“While designs plans sought to remedy the 

library’s growing need with changes in furni-
ture [and other equipment], the proved to inad-
equately address the growth of the library’s ser-
vice population, program attendance, demand 
for meeting spaces and lack of adequate space 
in general. 

Kellogg said the building has not had any sig-
nificant changes since 1986, since which time 
the town’s population has grown greatly. 

Kellogg pointed out the public library in 
Cromwell, a town less than 10% bigger than 
East Hampton, is 54% larger than Belltown’s. 

Participation at East Hampton Public Library 
rivals that of libraries in far larger towns like 
Glastonbury and Middletown, according to 
Kellogg. 

In a letter to the council Kellogg named sev-
eral potential steps forward, including expand-
ing all of its services, possibly accomplished by 
a “long-term capital expansion project over the 
next several years,” whether renovation or relo-
cation. This which could include growing into 
the senior center space, which would then need 
to move. 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Masks are encouraged, but not required.  
Visit the senior center online at www.easthamp-
tonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served at the center Monday 
through Friday, to ages 60 and up. Call the cen-
ter to reserve a meal or sign up online. Reser-
vations for the next day’s meal are due by 11 
a.m. the day before. Meals are free, though a $3 
donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m. Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m. Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m. Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 
p.m. Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person and 
via Zoom. Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15-11:45 
a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. Mah-
jongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; call also to put 
your name on a list if interested in learning how 
to play. Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: There 
are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-11 
a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  The group will meet 
outdoors, weather permitting; otherwise it will 
be indoors or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group: Mon-
day, Feb. 6, 10 a.m. This is a low-key oppor-
tunity to meet others and share resources. The 
group determines the topics for discussion for 
the next month. 

Movie Day: Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1-3 p.m. Re-
member the Titans will be shown. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Monday, 
Feb. 13, 10:30 a.m. This is a social hour of 
facts, activities and snacks, just for guys. 

Book Club: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 10:30 a.m. A 

Spark of Light by Jodi Picoult will be discussed.
Valentine’s Day Affair: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Drop by to have your 
picture taken and pick up a heart-healthy snack. 
Think about signing up for lunch and listening 
to love songs on the piano with Sue Hewes. 
Register in advance; treats are limited.

Closet Organizing: Folks are invited to 
help organize the center’s craft supply closet 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, from 10 a.m.-noon. Sign 
up to stay for lunch too.

Cross-Stitch: Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m., 
beginning Feb. 15; all are welcome, whether 
they know how to cross-stitch or not. Guided by 
Shannon Urzua. Registration requested.

Family Tree: Friday, Feb. 17, 10:30 a.m. Ken 
Doney will help people search for the history of 
their families. Bring your own mobile device. 
One-on-one time is available. 

Scrabble Party with the Interact Kids: 
Friday, Feb. 17, 10 a.m.-noon. Snacks will be 
provided. Register in advance.

Beeyonder: Brazil/Black History in Bahia: 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 3-4 p.m., via Zoom. See 
some famous Salvador sights. A small Brazilian 
treat will be provided.

Art w/Karen: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2-4 p.m. Kar-
en Williams will take people through beginner 
steps of creating an acrylic painting. Cost is $5, 
paid to Williams the day of the event. 

AARP Safe Driving Course: Monday, Feb. 
27, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the senior center. 
Fee: $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-
members. Bring exact amount for payment as 
no change will be available. Check made out to 
AARP or cash (no bills larger than $20). Arrive 
10-15 mins early for paperwork. Bring a pen, 
and your AARP card number if a member.

Trips: Stayin’ Alive: See this Bee Gees trib-
ute band at the Aqua Turf club in Plantsville 
Monday, May 22. There will be coffee and 
doughnuts upon arrival and a family-style lunch 
served. Cost is $116. Deposit of $25 to reserve a 
spot by March 9. Please call for more informa-
tion or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Lighthouse Cruise-Narragansett Bay: 
Wednesday, July 12. Cost is $127. Deposit of 
$25 is needed by April 6. Cruise aboard a cata-
maran and see 10 famous lighthouses and 10 
islands. Brunch at the Quonset ‘O’ Club before 
the cruise and go shopping at Olde Mistick Vil-
lage after. Call for more information or stop by 
to pick up a flyer.

Saratoga: Aug. 2-3. Visit the Saratoga 
racetrack and place your bets, then stay at the 
Queensbury Hotel and enjoy a welcome dinner. 
Day two includes heading to the top of Pros-
pect Mountain overlooking Lake George and 
then and a two-hour narrated, luncheon, Lake 
George steamboat cruise with live entertain-
ment! Also, stroll the village. Cost is $429/
person for a double/triple and $509/person for 
a single. Deposit of $150 is due May 2. Call for 
more information or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call 
you before the drop-off to let you know the cost 
of the groceries. You can write out a check for 
the amount, payable to the Town of East Hamp-
ton. The volunteer will drop off the groceries 
at your door and pick up the check in a prear-
ranged designated spot.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
us at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary

Library Hours: The library is open Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, 
Mindful Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Held in the library community room. For ages 
18 months and up; siblings welcome, Baby 
Rhyme Time: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For chil-
dren ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. 
Held in the library community room.

Valentines for Seniors: Stop by the chil-
dren’s room any day through Feb. 11 and use 
the supplies provided to design a Valentine’s 
Day card for a local senior citizen. 

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Sat-
urday, Feb. 4, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. There will be 
mini-golf and crafts from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
face-painting will be offered from 1-4 p.m. No 
registration required.

DIY Days – Slap Bracelets: Saturday, Feb. 
11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., for children and families in 
grades K-8. No registration required; just drop 
in. Available while supplies last. 

Nintendo Switch Tournament: Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 1-5. All skill 
levels are welcome. Registration required.

Teen Programs: Teen Dungeons & Drag-
ons: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 5:30-7:30 p.m., for 
grades 8-12. No previous playing experience 
is required. The library will provide basic fifth 
edition, level four characters and all the sup-
plies needed to play.

Teen Friday: Friday, Feb. 17, 3:30-4:30 
p.m., for grades 6-12. Kick off the weekend 
with a variety of games, activities and crafts.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club – Cas-
seroles!: Tuesday, Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. Bring in a 
dish of your favorite casserole, or try something 
new. The library will provide plates and uten-
sils; all you need is your casserole and 10 cop-
ies of the recipe to share. The Cookbook Club 
meets the first Tuesday of every month. 

Violin & Valentines: An Evening of Music 
with Brunilda Myftaraj: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 6 
p.m. Catch a performance by acclaimed violin-
ist Brunilda Myftaraj. Light refreshments to 
follow. 

Belltown Book Blast: Thursday, Feb. 16, 
6:30 p.m. on Zoom, or Friday, Feb. 17, 10 a.m. 
in person. Meet with the adult librarian Keri and 
get a sneak peek at the library’s newest titles, 
upcoming new releases, and chat about what 
everyone has been reading. For the in-person 
gathering, just drop in and enjoy a cup of coffee 
or tea. For Zoom, register online to get the link.
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

Cabin Fever
Talk Saturday 

The Chatham Historical Society’s next 
Cabin Fever talk will be Saturday, Feb. 4, 
at 1 p.m., in-person at East Hampton Pub-
lic Library, 105 Main St.

East Hampton native and avid historian 
Dean Markham will present “It’s a Hot 
Time in the Old Town Tonight.” He will 
talk about the history of fires that have 
plagued the town – such as the May 2012 
blaze that destroyed the 1880 Bevin Bell 
Factory. 

All are invited. 

Historical Society Fundraising Drive

Middle Haddam Public Library News 

EHMS Baseball,
Softball Registration

East Hampton Middle School students 
who are interested in trying out for either the 
baseball or softball teams can register online 
through FamilyID.com. Athletes must have a 
physical conducted within the last 13 months 
before trying out. 

Deadline for online registrations is Monday, 
March 13.

For more information, call EHMS athletic di-
rector Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

 The Chatham Historical Society is conducting a Heating & Cooling System Fund-
raising Drive. Here are the society’s new officers for 2023 – President Carol Morris, 
Secretary Paula Alm and Treasurer Don Burr – by the new split heating and cooling 
system that services tow museum buildings. Absent from the photo is Vice President 
Debbie Day. Photo by Marty Podskoch.

The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) re-
cently acquired a new heating and cooling sys-
tem – and is now seeking donations to help pay 
for it.

CHS members voted for a new heating and 
cooling system because the old one was not 
functioning properly. After doing research they 
decided to get a Samsung ductless mini split 
heating and cooling system that is used today 
by many homes and businesses. After soliciting 
bids, a system was installed that furnished both 
heat and cooling to both buildings. This was es-
sential to keep a steady temperature and humid-
ity level to help preserve the historic artifacts in 

both buildings, the society said.
The cost of the new system was $10,000.
The CHS depends on raising money through 

various events throughout the year to maintain 
the buildings and grounds, insurance, electric, 
sewer, telephone, security system, and water 
expenses. So CHS is asking the public if they 
could donate money towards this worthwhile 
cause. The society is a 501(c)3 organization, so 
donations are tax-deductible. 

To contribute to this new system, send dona-
tions to Chatham Historical Society (Heating & 
Cooling Drive), c/o Don Burr, Treasurer 29 Bay 
Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424.

Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 
Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library has a new P.O. box 
number: 123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 

10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 
Masks are optional. 

Yoga: Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 9 a.m., with Erin Day of Ten 
Summit Yoga. Cost is a $10 drop-in fee. Regis-
ter at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Spinning Fibers: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Bring 
your own wheel and fiber. All are welcome.

Schools Offer Preschool Programs
The East Hampton Public School System is 

seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested 
in preschool programs for the 2023-24 school 
year. There will be two preschool programs 
offered: the Integrated Preschool half-day pro-
gram and full-day Smart Start program.

Memorial Elementary School’s preschool 
Integrated Program will be held three times a 
week for 3-year-old students and four times a 
week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited 
spaces, selection for peer models will be de-
termined through a lottery process. If selected, 
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate 
skills will be assigned by age to either a three 
day or four day a week schedule (2.5 hours per 
day). Children must be toilet-trained and turn 3 
prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible.

Memorial’s Smart Start Program will be held 
five full days per week (8:50 a.m.-2:50 p.m.), 
following the East Hampton Public School cal-

endar. Priority will be given to 4-year-old chil-
dren that meet income guidelines or have other 
factors for consideration. Other applicants, re-
gardless of economic or risk factors will then 
be selected.

Parents interested in proceeding through 
the selection process must pick up an applica-
tion/information packet at either Memorial El-
ementary School or the East Hampton Public 
Library. Packets are available at both locations. 
The completed Parent Interview Form, Immu-
nization Form and a Proof of Residency must 
be returned to Jodi Blyler at Memorial School 
office no later than March 17. 

Once all three forms are returned, parents will 
be contacted, no later than March 24, to sched-
ule a time to bring their child for the screening 
and lottery/selection process.

Forms received after March 17 will not be ac-
cepted.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Sunday School: New students are always 
welcome. Call the Rev. Joane Neel-Richards at 
203-671-3455 for details or contact her at jneel-

richard16@gmail.com.
Donations and Contributions: Place all re-

turnable bottles in the barrels next to the shed. 
Items for donation to the East Hampton Food 
Bank are collected in the black containers next 
to the rear door of the church.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0287 or 
Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-633-0472.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for in-
person services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be 
accessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 

p.m. All voices are welcome.
Upcoming Events: Valentine Pop-Up Bou-

tique: Saturday, Feb. 11, 9:30 a.m.-noon.
Mardi Gras Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner: 

Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5-6 pm. Suggested donation: 
$15/family.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Mon-
day and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Valentine Pop-Up 
Boutique

On Saturday, Feb. 11, the Congrega-
tional Church of East Hampton, located at 
59 Main St., will hold a Valentine Pop-Up 
Boutique from 9:30 a.m.-noon. 

Featured will be a chocolate bake sale, 
Emma’s Famous Fudge, gifts and a Valen-
tine photo booth. There will be free coffee 
or hot chocolate for all who attend. 

Storm date is Sunday, Feb. 12, from 
1-3:30 p.m. 

Chocolate Cherry
Cakes for Sale

The Missions Committee of the Second Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam at 52 
Middle Haddam Rd. will sell chocolate cherry 
cakes on Sunday, Feb. 12, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m.

The cakes are in heart- and star-shaped glass 
dishes; decorated for $4 each. A percentage of 
the profits are donated to the East Hampton 
Food Bank.

Call Kathy at 860-510-8102 to reserve. 

Valentine Tea
Haddam Neck Congregational Church will 

hold a Valentine Tea, to benefit Heifer Interna-
tional, on Sunday, Feb. 12, at noon at the church 
parish house, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam 
Neck.

The tea will feature homemade Valentine 
treats and punch. All are welcome. 

Admission is free, but donations will be ac-
cepted to benefit Heifer International, a national 
nonprofit that works to eradicate hunger on a 
global scale.

For more information, visit www.haddam-
neckcongregationalchurch.org.

Helping Hands Closed 
for February

Helping Hands, a ministry of Corner-
stone Church, will be closed all month 
and will reopen on Saturday, March 4. The 
church will start accepting donations again 
Thursday, March 2.

For more information, email Judy Hol-
mquist at judyhlm49@yahoo.com.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025
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Est. 1988

Over

Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible 

kindergarten students for the 2023-24 school 
year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
5 years of age on or before Dec. 31, 2023, 
and are planning to have their child attend 
public school in Hebron, are asked to log into 
the Hebron Public Schools website, at www.
hebron.k12.ct.us, by today, Friday, Feb. 3, to 
begin the registration process.

Parents/guardians will be required to com-
plete the registration online and upload your 

child’s birth certificate and two address veri-
fications. One address verification must be a 
mortgage document, lease/rental agreement 
or property tax statement. The other address 
verification must be a cable bill, utility bill or 
internet bill. Call the Gilead Hill School of-
fice at 860-228-9458 with any questions.

Students currently enrolled in Gilead Hill’s 
preschool program do not need to register for 
kindergarten, as this process happens auto-
matically.

Preschool Lottery Applications
Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 

Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2023-24 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
3 or 4 by Dec. 31, 2023, and are planning to 
have their child(ren) entered into Hebron’s pre-
school lottery, are asked to call the Gilead Hill 
School office at 860-228-9458 to have an ap-
plication mailed to them. The application may 
also be downloaded from the Hebron School 

District website, at www.hebron.k12.ct.us; go 
to “Quick Links” in the bottom left-hand corner 
of the website.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the office by Friday, Feb. 24. En-
close two forms of residency when you return 
the lottery application. The lottery drawing will 
be held on Thursday, March 16, at 9 a.m., at the 
school. Applicants will be notified of their ac-
ceptance or waitlist status by phone.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: 
Feb. 3, Tar (rated R); Feb. 10, Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever (PG-13); Feb. 17, Everything 
Everywhere All at Once (R); Feb. 24, The In-
spection (R). Bottled water and individually 
wrapped snacks will be provided.

Chess Night: The first Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. All skill levels welcome.

Spirited Book Club: Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
7-8:30 p.m., at the American Legion, located 
next door to the library. This month, discuss 
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict. 
Copies of the book will be available for check-
out at the Adult Circulation Desk. Must be over 
21 years of age.

Medicare Information: Wednesday, Feb. 
22, 2 or 6 p.m., with Mark Macrina. All are in-
vited to learn the ins-and-outs of Medicare and 

the differences between original Medicare and 
Medicare Advantage. Local insurance agent 
Mark Macrina will present. This is strictly an 
informational seminar, and no individual health 
will be discussed.

Teen Advisory Group: Wednesdays, Feb. 8 
and 15, 2:30-3:30 p.m. This is a way to get your 
service hours in. Registration is not needed for 
any of these events.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 20, for Presidents Day, and will 
reopen Feb. 21 at 10 a.m. All online services 
will be available.

Take & Make: During January, adults and 
teens can pick up a craft kit from the hold shelf 
across from the adult circulation desk, while 
supplies last.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shel-
ter: The church collects items for the Wind-
ham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, 
which provides assistance to homeless adults. 
Critical needs: men’s and women’s sweatpants 
(M,L,XL); Lysol disinfectant spray; $15 Stop 

& Shop gift cards for gas to assist people liv-
ing in their cars; Walmart gift cards; and plastic 
rain ponchos. Call to arrange the pickup of gift 
cards. Additional needs: paper towels; toilet tis-
sue; men’s M,L,XL sweatshirts, hoodies, ther-
mal shirts, T-shirts, and boxer briefs (always 
needed); men’s and women’s insulated water-
proof gloves; women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); and 
sturdy adult backpacks (new or used in good 
condition). Place donations of goods in the des-
ignated collection box next to the church’s Cry 
Room. Place large quantities of donations in the 
Cry Room. For more information, call Monica 
or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church, located at 30 Church St., are 
held each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. 
(with music). All are invited to the Church Hall 
for coffee and conversation after the services. 
Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balancing Class: 
Mondays, 10-11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: 
first Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Build-
ings and Grounds Committee: first Tuesdays, 7 

p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Wednesdays at 10 
a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; Ves-
try: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building Networks 
International, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Face-
book, or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Pollinator Pathway to Meet
The first meet-up of the Hebron Pollinator 

Pathway (HPP) will be Monday, Feb. 6, at 6 
p.m., at Douglas Library, 22 Main St. 

The HPP’s goal is to create pollinator 
friendly habitats throughout the community. 
The group focuses on education and the cre-
ation of demonstrator gardens. 

The agenda for next week’s meeting will 

include plans and ideas for 2023 including 
HPP’s initial community event, a winter seed-
sowing fundraising event to be held Saturday 
Feb. 18, from 10:30 a.m. to noon, at Douglas 
Library, 22 Main St. 

 Contact Michele Sinkez sinkezmichele@
gmail.com or Candace O’Shea Candace-
boshea@gmail.com for more information.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/
yby64wph to access. 

Life Group Hebron: Meets Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. at the Caseys’ home, for worship, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship. Next meeting: Feb. 
6.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mis-
sion of the group is to support the youth of He-
bron and surrounding towns in their spiritual de-
velopment. Meets every other Sunday directly 
after the service; lunch is provided. Next date is 
Feb. 12. Upcoming event: Youth Winter Retreat, 
Feb. 17-19, at Camp Monadnock, N.H.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship! The 
first Friday of each month from 6–9 p.m. at the 
church, starting Feb. 3. All are invited.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., 
via Zoom. All are invited to pray for each other, 
the community and the country. Contact the 
church office or website for a link and meeting 
ID.

Ballroom Dancing: Offered most Sundays, 
6-8 p.m. Learn Waltz and East Coast Swing with 
instructors Joe Belanger and Denise Jakel. Cou-
ples and singles welcome. Cost is $15/person/
class. Call Belanger to register at 860-372-8236.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situation. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

New Co-Ed Bible Study – ‘Forgiving What 

You Can’t Forget’: Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Lysa TerKeurst shares her personal journey with 
forgiveness and what the Bible has to say about 
letting go of resentment and finding peace. Call 
the church or visit Church Center app for more 
information and to register.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Women’s Breakfast: Saturday, Feb. 18, 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Food provided, so RSVP 
is necessary. All women of the church – as well 
as their friends, mothers, daughters, mother-in-
laws, etc. – are invited.

Learn to Braid –
Create a Chair Pad

A two-day traditional braiding class, cospon-
sored by the Hebron Historical Society and 
Hebron Historic Properties Commission, will 
be held at the Peters House, 150 East St., on 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 25 and 26, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day. 

Students will create a round, wool, chair pad 
with instructor Teri Stratton.

Tuition for the class is $100. Materials and/
or tools can be purchased through the instructor 
for $43 maximum, or students may supply their 
own. All are invited to participate. Registration 
is due Feb. 22.

For information or registration, call Sue at 
860-368-7463.

Dean’s List
Hebron residents Bridget Lalonde and Max 

Wechsler made the fall 2022 Dean’s List at 
Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa.

Lalonde is majoring in biology, and Wechsler 
is majoring in political science. They are mem-
bers of the Class of 2023.

***
The following Hebron residents made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont:
Megan Constable, who is majoring in statis-

tics and psychological science; Eric Slater, who 
is majoring in environmental sciences; Matthew 
Sitnik, who is majoring in civil engineering; 
Rachel Purcell, who is majoring in elementary 
education – K-6; and Eva Morelli-Wolfe, who 
is majoring in early childhood preschool. 

Vendors Sought for
Maple Fest Craft Fair
Gilead Congregational Church (672 Gil-

ead St.) will host a Craft Fair on Saturday, 
March 18, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., during He-
bron’s Maple Festival – and vendors are 
wanted. 

If you are a crafter and would like to se-
cure a space in the Fellowship Hall, con-
tact the church office at 860-228-3077 or 
GCC@GileadChurch.net.

At the fair, crafts expected to be available 
for sale include handmade soaps, jewelry, 
local photography, hand-carved wooden 
pens, kiln-fused glass art, and more.

There will also be Maple Cakes for sale 
by the church’s Women’s Fellowship, for 
people to munch on as they shop. 

RE$5.00 OFF
Full Service Oil Change
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(Up to 5 qts.) We honor competitor’s coupons up to $5.00 May not be combined with other discounts.
Major Credit Cars Accepted (Oil Changes)

“Pour In The Performance”
Hebron Quick Lube • 24A Wall St., Hebron, CT • 860-228-1314
Expires 2/28/23 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

Old Man Winter Will Seem a Whole Lot Colder 
If You’re Stuck on the Side of the Road!

Stop by and let our technicians perform preventive maintenance
 to keep your car running — especially in cold temps!

•	YES!	We	Offer	Tire	Rotation	Service!
•	YES!	We	Do	Headlight	Lens	Restoration
	 –	See	More	Clearly	at	Night!
•	YES!	We	Do	Battery	Testing!

► Complete Oil Change Service
 No Appointment Ever	Necessary!
	 •	Interior	Vacuum	•	16-Point	Inspection	•	Free	Coffee!
 • Replacement Batteries, Belts, Filters – complete stock! 
► State of CT Emissions Testing – DIESEL TOO!
 Call to Schedule or Drive Up!
 Fast • Close to Home • Clean Waiting Area!
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Jacob



NEWS BULLETIN • February 3, 2023 Page 25

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

RE1-6-23

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves 
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

26% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance sales

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-wash

Open 24/7

Everyday Low Price $8.00 Basic wash
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Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Valentine’s Day Crafternoon: Tuesday, 
Feb. 7, from 3:15-4:30 p.m., in the Gilead Hill 
Art Room, for grades K-2. Each student will 
bring home three crafts. Cost is $30.

Paint Party: Friday, Feb. 10, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., in the Douglas Library community room. 
Learn step by step to paint an 11x14 Valentine 
gnome, and learn options on how to customize 
the gnome. Cost is $23 per participant with sup-
plies included.

Youth Futsal Clinic: In coordination with 
CAB Futsal and Soccer, this clinic will be of-
fered for for boys and girls in the U9-U13 

divisions. Futsal is a form of soccer in South 
America and Europe. The clinic will be held 
Saturdays at Hebron Elementary, Feb. 25-April 
1 (no program March 18). U11-U13 is from 
2-3:30 p.m., and U9-U10 is from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Cost is $149.

Backyard Wiffle Ball: For all skill and abil-
ity levels for boys and girls in grades 5-8. No 
equipment needed. Space is limited. Sundays, 
Feb. 26-March 26 (no program March 19). 
Grades 5/6 are 5-6:30 p.m. and Grades 7/8 are 
6:40-8:10 p.m.

Karate: In the style of Goju ru, made fa-
mous by the Karate Kid film series. Six-week 
sessions are held Mondays and Wednesdays at 
GHS. Cost is $85 per session. Ages 5-11 are 
5-5:50 p.m., and ages 12 and up are 6-7 p.m. 

From the Town Manager’s Desk...
Greetings, Hebron Residents:

My office is working diligently on the upcoming budget. I will be presenting the town man-
ager’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2023-24 to the Hebron Board of Selectmen and Board 
of Finance on Thursday, March 2, in compliance with requirements outlined in Hebron’s town 
charter. This year’s budget reflects the town’s needs and continues to maintain a high level of 
services and educational excellence. This year will prove to be challenging with the various 
requests.

The town government budget includes funding for general government operations, contribu-
tions to capital projects, contribution to open space land acquisition and debt service payments. 
Please keep in mind that the budget document is a work in progress and numbers will change 
over the next several weeks. The budget is based on information available today, with place-
holders for unknown or estimated amounts.

An email address hebronbudget@hebronct.com has been set up to receive public comments 
and input. Emails received will be forwarded to the Boards of Selectmen, Finance and Educa-
tion. It is important for public participation early in the budget process. Public participation at 
all meetings is encouraged, meetings are listed on the town’s calendar located on the website 
at https://hebronct.com. We urge you to become informed and involved in the budget process. 
Budget detail, information and key dates are also available on the Hebron website at http://
hebronct.com/budget-information.

I am pleased to announce that the Hebron Maple Festival will take place this year on Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 18 and 19, on the Hebron Green, weather permitting. This festival 
features numerous maple flavored food products. There will be artists, crafters, farmers and 
small businesses with a huge variety of items available. Also, the famous tractor parade will 
take place on Sunday, March 19. This is a free community event open to all ages, I hope to see 
you there enjoying all that it has to offer.

Sincerely,
Andrew J. Tierney

Hebron Town Manager

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. For more information and full 
program descriptions, and to register, call the 
senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-registration 
is required for all programs. The senior center 
newsletter is online at tinyurl.com/3xfm862d. 
For information on various other weekly class-
es, meetings and activities, contact the senior 
center or look to the senior newsletter. 

Bus Trip to Chowder Pot of Hartford: 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, leaves the senior center 
at 11:15 a.m.; let staff know if you need to be 
picked up. Have lunch at the Chowder Pot be-
fore it closes its doors for good. Space is limited 
so sign up early. Transportation cost is $5 per 
person and lunch cost is on your own. To sign-
up, call the senior center. 

Massage Therapy: Every Thursday, table 
massages are offered by appointment, and on 
Mondays, Feb. 13 and 27, chair massages will 
be offered. Massages run either 25 or 50 min-
utes, for $25 or $50, accordingly. Thursday ap-
pointments are available from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 
and the Monday chair massage appointments 
will be available from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. To make 
an appointment, call the senior center. 

Mobile Food Truck Transportation: Tues-
day, Feb. 14. Pick-ups are based on who is 
signed up (will be approximately 10:45 a.m.) 
and will bring people to the food truck, which 
will arrive at 11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/
Red Barn at the corner of routes 85 and 66. All 
are welcome; no forms to fill out. Bring your 
own bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day be-
fore, by calling the senior center. 

Food Bank Transportation: Tuesdays, Feb. 
7 and 21. Pick-ups to begin between 10:30 and 
10:45 a.m., based on who is signed up. Must 
pre-register by 10 a.m. the day before, by call-
ing the senior center. 

Heart Health Stroke Prevention Presenta-
tion: Monday, Feb. 6, 1-2 p.m. Chatham Health 
will present Heart Health Stroke Prevention, 
and also offer blood pressure checks. Come for 

lunch before at noon. To sign up for the presen-
tation and/or lunch, call 860-228-1700.

AARP Tax Preparation: Appointments are 
available for in-person tax prep at the senior 
center. Tax preparation will take place Tues-
days from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., from Feb. 7-March 28. 
This is by appointment only. The pre-screening 
paperwork will be available by the first week 
of February, which is to be completed prior to 
your appointment. To make an appointment, 
call the senior center.

Shopping Trips: Fridays. Schedule is: to Big 
Y Feb. 10 and March 3; to Walmart in North 
Windham Feb. 24; and to Stop and Shop March 
17. Pre-registration for each trip is required by 
the prior Wednesday at 10 a.m. To sign up, call 
the senior center. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset winter 
heating costs. If a household’s primary heating 
costs are included in rent, the household may 
also apply for assistance. To make an appoint-
ment, call the center.

Community Café: Onsite meals take place 
Monday-Thursday at noon. Reservations due by 
10 a.m. the day before the meal, and by 10 a.m. 
Friday for Monday’s lunch. Requested donation 
is $3. Reservations required; call the center to 
register. For the full month’s menu, check the 
newsletter, the website, or at the senior center.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals, 
for medical care, personal needs care, grocery 
shopping, or other pre-approved needs. Trans-
portation available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Ap-
pointments must be scheduled a minimum of 24 
hours in advance, but 48 hours is recommended 
– and required for new riders. For more infor-
mation or to schedule an appointment, call the 
center.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more 
info, see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, 
or call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 2/6: Bible 
Study, 9:30 a.m.; 2/7: AA meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 
2/8: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.; 2/9: Trustee Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Contact Jenni-
fer Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
wisewarrioryoga@gmail.com.

Faith, Food and Film: Friday, Feb. 3. The 
gathering begins at 6 p.m., followed by a meal, 
dessert and a movie. Bring a dish to share.

Card-Making: Sunday, Feb. 26, 11:30 a.m. 
Cost is $15, with a portion being sent to Con-
necticut Foodshare. All are welcome to join. 
Contact Gayle at gayle.sylvester@comcast.net 
to register.

Maple Fest Craft Fair: Saturday, March 18, 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 

Residents Sought to Serve
The Hebron Board of Selectmen is seeking 

residents to serve on various town agencies.
There are currently vacancies for regular 

members on the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Parks and Recreation Commission, Commis-
sion on Aging, Public Building Committee, 
Library Board of Trustees, Hebron Green Com-
mittee, Water Pollution Control Authority and 
the Commemoration Commission.

There are vacancies for alternate members 
on the Planning and Zoning Commission, Zon-
ing Board of Appeals, Commission on Aging, 
Conservation Commission, Economic Devel-
opment Commission, Public Building Commit-
tee, Parks and Recreation Commission and the 
Historic Properties Commission.

Interested candidates should attend a meeting 
of the board or commission in which they may 
have an interest and discuss with the chairman 
the frequency of meetings and the time commit-
ment involved.

There is also a vacancy for a Hebron resident 
to serve on the Catchment Area Council 15 
for Amplify – North Central Regional Mental 
Health Board.

A vacancy exists for a Hebron representative 
on the Central Regional Tourism District Board 
of Directors. The mission of the district is to 
promote leisure, business, group and corporate 
travel to the region.

All residents of Hebron who are registered to 
vote are eligible. Letters of interest may be sent 
to the Town Manager’s Office, Town of Hebron, 
15 Gilead St., Hebron CT 06248. For more in-
formation, call 860-228-5971.

Dean’s List
Hebron resident Reese Maynard, a theatre 

arts major, made the fall 2022 Dean’s List at 
Western Connecticut State University.

***
Erik Fellenstein of Hebron made the fall 2022 

Dean’s List at Nichols College in Dudley, Mass.
***

Mary Ciarrocchi of Hebron made the fall 
2022 Dean’s List at Belmont University in 
Nashville, Tenn.

***
Amston resident Hannah D’Amaddio made 

the fall 2022 Dean’s List at the University of 
New England in Maine.

President’s List
Hailey Lyon of Amston made the fall 2022 

President’s List at Southern New Hampshire 
University in Manchester, N.H.

***
Molly Bellmore of Hebron made the fall 

2022 President’s List at Plymouth State Univer-
sity in Plymouth, N.H.

Provost’s List
Jessica Delton of Hebron made the fall 2022 

Provost’s List at Hofstra University in Hemp-
stead, N.Y.

The Provost’s List recognizes students who 
earned a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

Delton’s major is pre-physician assistant 
studies.
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree

R
E3

-1
3-

20

Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
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Marlborough 
FaMily Dental

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD

Visit us at:
www.marlboroughfamilydental.com

Offering the best in cosmetic 
and family dentistry.

New PatieNts welcome!

14 Jones Hollow Road
Suite 15

Marlborough

(860) 295-8132

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org

Local Martial Artist Inducted into National Hall of Fame

 Longtime Marlborough resident Robert Goral received one of the highest honors in 
martial arts recently, an honor for a multidecade career teaching countless students 
at several different dojos, a love that began during his military service. 

By Jack Lakowsky
Longtime Marlborough resident Robert Go-

ral was, after a long and illustrious pursuit of 
the martial arts, recently inducted into the U.S. 
Martial Arts Hall of Fame and given a Gold Life 
Award, among the highest honors in the sport. 

Goral, a 35-year resident of the town, wasn’t 
expecting the honor, he told the Rivereast last 
week. One of his lifelong students took the step 
to see his sensei (a title Goral said he does not 
go by formally, believing one cannot bestow 
honor onto oneself, that it must be earned in 
the eyes of others) honored so prestigiously. 
The student has been with Goral since he was 
younger than 10 – and is now in his mid-30s. 

The gold award is given to just one person a 
year. “It’s kind of a high bar,” Goral said. 

Goral said he first took to martial arts, and 
what would become his specialty school of 
learning – one he essentially invented – Kaze-
Kai Karate, also the name of his dojo in New-
ington, which he’s run for 12 years, in the army. 

Goral began his interest in the Martial Arts 
while serving as a hand-to-hand combat instruc-
tor in the U.S. Army in the late 1960s. Goral was 
also a boxer while stationed in Germany.  After 
leaving the military, he explored several styles 
of martial arts. He was also a landmine special-
ist – a weapon of warfare he’s since come to 
despise for its brutality and harm of innocents. 
There is much documentation of forgotten land-
mines killing people in countries like Vietnam, 
deadly leftovers of the U.S.-Vietnam conflict. 

While attending a demonstration performed 
by a master, Goral quickly realized the art that 
he had been searching for was Shotokan Karate.

Goral began studying with a master in 1972 
and achieved the rank of 1st Degree Black Belt 
in 1978.  He continued training under this guid-
ance until 1983 attaining his 3rd Degree Black 

Belt, then studying Shobu-Kai/Shotokan un-
der, receiving his 4th and 5th Degree Black 
Belts, at points working with masters who 
trained celebrities like Arnold Schwarzenegger  
    In 1992, Goral, while training under another 
master, discovered a new form of karate: Shin-
do Jinen Ryu.

This style incorporates traditional Shotokan 
Karate along with Aikido, Jujitsu and Kenjitsu. 

In 1998, Goral established a new form of Ka-
rate what is recognized today as Kaze-Kai Sho-
tokan.  Kaze-Kai is a culmination of Goral’s 50 
years of martial arts experience. 

Goral takes a maverick stance on some mar-
tial arts traditions, like asking he not be called 
“master” – he doesn’t like the term, its implica-
tions of power imbalance. 

A relaxed speaker, Goral also runs a low-
pressure dojo. Students are held to high stan-
dards of course, but parents or anyone pay-
ing for the student’s enrollment don’t have to 
contractually commit to, say, a year of classes. 
Goral prefers a month-to-month plan, saying it 
ensures students actually want to learn martial 
arts. 

“We want people who want to be here,” said 
Goral. “We never have students sign contracts.” 
He said he’s been advised to adjust this model – 
and has politely refused. 

His dojo also doesn’t do junior black belts; 
students must hit 16 before they earn this recog-
nition of mastery, and he doesn’t give trophies, 
which “are fine,” but not for his dojo, and still 
his students do quite well in competition de-
spite doing things so differently from the larger, 
more commercial dojos. The age limit is rarely 
a concern, as students have stuck with Goral for 
up to 20 years, sometimes more. 

“I feel really good about this, it’s something, 
but it’s more for the students than it is for me,” 

Goral said. “The plaque in the dojo, that’s a lot 
of prestige.”

The sensei said the reward is especially vin-
dicating after losing some momentum at the 
height of the pandemic, when the dojo had to 
close. 

To his fellow septuagenarians, Goral says 
you far from too old to start practicing martial 
arts, which benefits both body (physical exer-
cise) and mind (focus, discipline, community), 

and that though someone in their 70s may not 
be able to all the things as someone in their 20s, 
he believes older folks will surprise themselves 
with their abilities. 

“It’s good for everyone,” Goral said. 
Goral extended thanks to his wife and their 

grown kids, who’ve “always been supportive 
of everything I do,” even his more dangerous 
pastimes like jai alai (high-lie), as well as his 
students and masters.

Spring Watercolor Classes at Arts Center
Local artist Mary Horrigan will offer adult 

watercolor classes at the Marlborough Arts 
Center, 231 N. Main St., Tuesdays and Thurs-
days starting March 2 and running through 
April 11. Classes will run from 10 a.m.-noon. 

Tuesdays’ lessons are designed for “Basic 
Beginners,” and will run March 7-April 11. This 
class will cover the basics: brush-handling, lay-
ing a wash, making simple shapes, controlling 
values, mixing colors. Subject matter will in-
clude still life objects and landscape elements.

Thursdays’ lessons are designed for students 
with some basic experience in watercolor, and 
will run March 2-April 6. This class assumes 
knowledge of the basics, and will concentrate 
on composition, color theory, working from 
photos and still life setups.

Material lists will be sent once the class is 
confirmed with enough students registered.

Cost for the class is $120. Registration 
forms can be downloaded from www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, and a check mailed to The Marl-
borough Arts Center, 231 North Main St., Marl-
borough, CT 06447.

Horrigan has taught watercolor classes for 
Manchester Community College, Middletown 
Adult Education, the Glastonbury Art Guild, the 
Guilford Art Center and for the Marlborough 
Arts Center. Her paintings have been exhibited 
in Maine, Massachusetts and Connecticut, and 
have won several awards.

For more information, contact Horrigan at 
mehorrigan@comcast.net or leave a voicemail 
message at the Arts Center at 860-467-6353.

Pre-Kindergarten Screening Information
All public school systems in Connecticut 

are responsible for the identification of chil-
dren who may be eligible to receive special 
education services. The Early Childhood team 
at Marlborough Elementary School is accept-
ing applications for current resident children 
interested in the pre-kindergarten screening 
for the 2023-24 school year.

If you are interested in your child partici-
pating in this process, eligible children must 
be at least 3 years old by Sept. 1 and parents/

guardians must complete and return a ques-
tionnaire no later than Thursday, March 23. 
Note: children identified as kindergarten eli-
gible (those turning 5 by Dec. 31, 2023) are 
not eligible for the reK program for the up-
coming school year. 

Contact Marcy Spellman at 860-295-6236 
or mspellman@marlborough.k12.ct.us to re-
ceive a screening questionnaire or for more 
information regarding the program.

Richmond Library News & Notes
Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15 

School Drive, has announced the following pro-
grams and events. For more information or to 
register, call 860-295-6210 or email richmond-
programs@gmail.com.

Books for Babies: Town families with chil-
dren ages birth up to 12 monthsare invited to 
stop into the library to pick up a Books for Ba-
bies Box and register for your baby’s first li-
brary card. Advance registration is required and 
can be done online. At least one parent must 
have a library card but that can be done at the 
same time. This Books for Baby initiative has 
been funded by a Constellation Community 
Champions Grant.

Babytime: Fridays at 10 a.m., for ages 0-18 
months and their caregivers. This is a baby-cen-
tered storytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounc-
es and a story. Registration is recommended but 
drop-ins are welcome if space allows. 

Digital Microscope Kit: Did you know the 
library has four digital microscope kits that can 
be checked out for a three-week loan period? 
Each kit contains one pluggable USB 2.0 digital 
microscope with a versatile observation stand 
and two sets of 25 prepared microscope slides. 
These kits have been donated in memory of Au-
drey Skorski.

Zoom Storytime: Mondays at 10 a.m. 
through April 3 (no storytime Feb. 20), for chil-
dren ages 2-5. Register online. 

National Take Your Child to the Library 
Day: Saturday, Feb. 4. At 10 a.m. there will be 

a magic show with Matt Mathews Magic, fol-
lowed by an all-ages storytime at 1 p.m. There 
will be drop-in activities and projects all day 
long. Registration is required for the magic 
show as space is limited. Both programs will 
be held  in the upstairs meeting room unless an 
accessibility accommodation needs to be made.

Lego Club: Ages 4 and up are invited to 
come for STEM-based challenges involving 
Legos. Registration is recommended but not re-
quired. Lego Club meets every other Tuesday at 
4 p.m., with future dates being: Feb. 7 and 21, 
and March 7 and 21. 

Kids Crafting Club: Meets every other 
Tuesday at 4 p.m.. Future dates: Feb. 14 and 28, 
and March 14 and 28. Registration required.

Tween and Teen Crafters Club: Fridays 
at 4 p.m. through March 31, for ages 10 and 
up. Bring a craft project you’re working on; 
there will also be projects available that  you 
can make! Registration is recommended but not 
required. 

Blind Date with a Book: Check out a book 
from the Blind Date with a Book display, write 
your name and phone number on the back of 
the book tag, and you could win a prize drawing 
for a Date Night Package. Prize drawing will be 
held on Thursday, Feb. 16. 

Hearts at War: Thursday, Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m. 
In this virtual program, Kelly Hancock from 
The American Civil War Museum will discuss 
the history of Valentine’s Day, the start of Val-
entine’s Day traditions in America, and how the 
Civil War affected those traditions in the South. 
The program includes images of original valen-
tines in the museum’s collections and excerpts 
from letters between soldiers and loved ones. 
Register online.

Arts Center Tag Sale 
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 

North Main St., will hold a tag sale Saturday, 
Feb. 4, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Snow date for the tag sale is Saturday, 
Feb. 11.

Arts Center Exhibit
at Town Hall

Marlborough Arts Center has a new exhibit at 
Town Hall. Featured is artwork by artists who 
are members of the center’s board of directors. 

There are watercolors by Audrey Carroll, 
acrylic paintings by Roy Wrenn, wire sculpture 
by Neal Alderman, mixed media and acrylic 
paintings by Laurie Gelston Alt, and watercol-
ors by Mary Horrigan.

The exhibit is open to the public during 
business hours at Town Hall: Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Fridays from 8 
a.m.-noon. 
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All Your Breakfast Favorites: Coffee, Muffins,
Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

All Your FAvorite CAkes & CheeseCAkes!

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
See Our ever-Changing Menu On Our FaCeBOOk Page

available Thurs. Fri., Sat., & Sun...and also made to order!

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
Now 

opeN!
Be 

Safe!
RE2-4-22

Delicious Lunch 
Specials Daily!

Spinach Potato & Cheese
Or Broccoli, Potato & Cheese

with or without sausage

Stuffed BreadS & StromBoliS!

Chicken Parmesan • Buffalo Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan • Italian Combo 

— and more

Valentine Cookies,
Heart Cakes & Cupcakes!

Serving BreakfaSt, lunch & dinner

Stuffed Bread & Wings 
for the “Big Game”!

Stop in 
today!

Dinners 
To Go!

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Dean’s List
Parker William Davis of Marlborough has 

made the fall 2022 Dean’s List at The Pennsyl-
vania State University. Davis is studying com-
puter science.

***
Stella Henderson of Marlborough made the 

fall 2022 Dean’s List at Stonehill College in 
Easton, Mass. 

Henderson is a graduate of RHAM High 
School, Class of 2022, and is studying political 
science and international studies.

Schools Chief Requests Scant Budget Increase
By Jack Lakowsky

Last week, Superintendent of Schools Holly 
Hageman made her case for a small budget in-
crease for the 2023-24 school year: about .7%. 

Hageman said the small increase still main-
tains proper school services and functions, and 
continues her strategic plan for the district’s 
facilities, which didn’t exist before Hageman 
started at Marlborough Elementary School.

In all, Hageman proposed an operating bud-
get of about $8.5 million, a bump of close to 
$60,000. While there was a significant in-
crease in the school’s operating needs by about 
$400,000, a similar reduction in the school’s 
capital needs largely negated that jump. 

Hageman said the budget commits to class 
size guidelines, supporting programs that 
show “demonstrable results,” supporting the 
“branding” of Marlborough Elementary school, 
considering new programs after studies and 
resident input, look to other high-performing 
schools to guide decisions, and aims for fiscal 
responsibility, collaboration with the finance 
and select boards, and to seek alternate funds 
through outside sources. 

MES will continue seeking to share services 
with the town – a concept the town has met with 
coolly in the past – and with RHAM. 

A notable request in Hagemen’s document is 
for more staff, namely, two full-time positions 
for operations like security, transportation and 
facilities and the newly-approved armed school 
resource officer (SRO), which the school board 
and town agreed to bring on in the wake of the 
mass shooting at an elementary school in Uval-
de, Texas. 

In public meetings last year dozens of Marl-
borough residents showed up to make their 
voices heard on the matter, the vast majority 
highly supportive of bringing an armed guard 
to the elementary school. The two new position 

proposals make up about 2% of the 5% opera-
tions cost increase.

Last year the Board of Selectmen agreed to 
cover just 10% of the cost of the SRO. 

“Without these necessary additions, the bud-
get would have been closer to a 3% increase, on 
par with recent annual budgets, largely driven 
by salaries, benefits, and contractual obliga-
tions,” Hageman wrote, going on to describe 
the armed guard as a “proactive and preventa-
tive deterrent to potential acts of criminal be-
havior and a direct liaison to law enforcement 
and emergency personnel. 

The active-duty constable assigned by the 
town to MES is meant to be a “role model and 
resource for students, and an asset for instruc-
tion on topics deemed pertinent and appropri-
ate” by school administrators. 

The proposed combining the positions of 
facilities director and director, which would 
oversee security and other systems, as well as 
develop a long-term capital plan, as well as an 
annual plan. 

Background on the SRO
Getting an SRO was not easy path for MES, 

with shuffling at the Board of Selectmen level 
sending more of the cost burden to the school. 

The selectmen, in a 3-1 vote in December 
said the town would pay for 10% of the guard’s 
cost, with the vast majority being placed on the 
school’s tab. In December the selectboard also 
sought to have more control over the guard se-
lection process. 

At a December Board of Education meeting, 
school board member Sue Stolfi asked what 
would happen if the school board voted against 
the proposed agreement with the town. 

Hageman said then the school simply 
wouldn’t get the guard. 

“There isn’t room for negotiation,” said 

Hageman, explaining that because the town 
feels “many many” parents voiced support for 
adding an armed guard to MES grounds, they’ll 
also support the necessary jump in MES’s up-
coming 2023-24 budget.

Hageman said at the December meeting that 
she’ll clearly stress to the public that the guard 
is a major driver in any increase. In the end, “the 
budget still has to pass with voters,” said Hage-
man.

The town’s plan – which is technically cost-
sharing – is something of an outlier, according 
to information Hageman provided in December. 

Reading a survey the state conducted, Hage-
man learned in a sample of around 60 school 
districts, a majority of school guards are funded 
by their towns, with 12 funded totally by the 
district itself and fewer than five splitting the 
cost. 

Selectman Betty O’Brien, who originally 
wanted the school to pay the whole bill, said 
in a December meeting of the Board of Select-
men that if those 12 are doing it “then it must 
be working out really well, I assume.” O’Brien 
said she wanted the school to pay because the 
town has significant incoming costs. 

O’Brien said, “I really believe the people will 
pass your [the school board’s] budget.” O’Brien 
also said she would like to send the question 
to the Board of Finance and “let them move 
things around” if they wanted, an idea Bour-
beau quicky iced. 

Also at that December meeting, selectman 
Joe Asklar advocated for a 50/50 split with the 
school, saying public safety is very much a duty 
of the town’s, that the cost will come out of tax-
payer pockets regardless of where the item’s 
listed, adding the board was “debating a null 
point.” 

* * *
Other priorities in the 2023-24 spending 

proposal include retaining and recruit highly-
skilled staff and keeping school tech up to date. 

Hageman provided a timeline of the budget’s 
development. The board will continue its talks 
until early- to mid-February, when it will likely 
adopt Hagemen’s budget as its own. Then in 
March, the school board will send the document 
to the finance board, which will make its own 
cuts and/or additions, then in April moving to 
public discussion before a final vote on May 2. 

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full descriptions 
or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.com 
and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-
6203.

CPR Certification: Saturday, Feb. 25, 9-11 
a.m. What is covered: Adult, child and infant 
CPR, foreign-body airway obstruction, and 
automated external defibrillator (AED) usage. 
Cost is $87/residents, $92/non-residents. 

Adult Programs: Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at MES. Cost is a $10 drop-in fee 
each week.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week to drop-in. 
Session runs through June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES, for ages 18 and up. Fee: $5 per 
week. Session runs through March.

Dog Obedience – Polite Dog Manners: 
Tuesdays, Feb. 7-March 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 

Marlborough Senior Center. These are begin-
ner-level classes for dogs 5 months and older. 
Fee: $120/resident, $125/non-resident. 

Trip: UConn Huskies vs. St. John Red 
Storm (Men’s Basketball): Saturday, Feb. 
25, noon. Trip includes charter bus to Madi-
son Square Garden, tickets to the game and 
free time in New York. Fee is $109 for baseline 
seats or $140 for sideline seats. Bus leaves from 
Glastonbury Park and Ride.

New York Knicks vs. Boston Celtics: Sun-
day, March 5, at the TD Garden. Trip includes 
charter bus, tickets to the game (balcony) and 
free time in Boston. Registration fee is $170. 
Bus leaves from Glastonbury park and ride.

Reflective Number Signs Available: Cost of 
the sign is $50. Help emergency services per-
sonnel find your home without delay. Vertical 
sign is double sided 8” x 24” with 4” numbers 
on blue highway reflective metal. Order forms 
are online and at Town Hall.

Senior Center  News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, Feb. 6: Not Just Quilting, 9:30 
a.m.-noon; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Lunch, noon. Menu: 100% 
fruit punch juice, sweet and sour turkey meat-
balls, garlic smashed potatoes, chuck wagon 
blend vegetables, 12-grain bread, Jello cup; set-
back, 1-4 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 7: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; AARP Driver Safety Course, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at the senior center (registration 
required by calling 860-295-6209); Meals-on-
Wheels, noon; Mahjong, 1-3 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 8: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: baked pork loin 
with gravy, mashed potatoes, Capri-blend veg-
etables, 100% whole wheat bread, fresh fruit; 
setback, 1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-7 
p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 9: AARP Income Tax Prep., 
9 a.m.-12:15 p.m. (call the senior center for an 
appointment); Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Parkin-
son’s Exercise with Anne, 3-4 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 3: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m.; Quilling, 9:30 a.m.-noon (The Paper Art); 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Assistance, 10 a.m.-
noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: grape 

juice, paprika-baked chicken quarter, long grain 
rice, broccoli Normandy, oatnut bread, cookie; 
setback, 1-4 p.m.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served 
with milk, bread and margarine. Suggested do-
nation: $3 or what you can afford.

Free Baked Goods: Bread and bakery goods 
are available for free at the senior center, cour-
tesy of Big Y and Stop & Shop.

Transportation: Available Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Transportation available 
to the senior center, shopping, and medical and 
non-medical appointments. A 36-hour advance 
registration is required. Masks are also required, 
as well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
The food bank is open to qualified residents in 
need of food. Transportation for seniors and/or 
physically challenged individuals is available; 
call the senior center if you need a ride.

Income Tax Prep: AARP will do free In-
come Tax Preparation at the senior center 
Thursdays, Feb. 9 and 23, and March 9 and 23, 
from 9 a.m.-12:15 p.m. each day. To sign up, 
call the senior center. 

Weather-Related Closings/Late Open-
ings: In instances of inclement weather, tune to 
WFSB-TV 3 or NBC Connecticut for the latest.

Second Blessings Reopens Today
Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on 

the ground floor at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, 35 S. Main St., reopens today, 
Friday, Feb. 3. The shop will be open Fridays 
from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. through June 24. Second Bless-
ings accepts donations during shopping hours.

All shelves and tables in the shop are re-
stocked with featured winter and spring mer-
chandise along with vintage and antiques, 
including side chairs and furniture, toys and 
games, puzzles, baking and cooking, enter-

taining, decorating, gift-giving, and more. 
The corner nook displays quality handbags 
along with newly arrived jewelry including 
name-brand and artisan pieces. The Holiday 
Room is open year-round and showcases 
Christmas and winter holidays.  

New merchandise arrives every week.  
Unique and higher-quality items are sold 
year-round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay. 

For more information, call the church of-
fice at 860-295-9050.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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 Singing for Seniors… Carolyn Brodginski of Marlborough performed for the An-
dover seniors at a recent Friday luncheon. Brodginski sang and also played the Celtic 
harp and mountain dulcimer.

Take Your Child to
the Library Day

Andover Public Library, located at 355 Route 
6, will celebrate Take Your Child to the Library 
Day on Saturday, Feb. 25, at 10:30 a.m. All are 
welcome, and while registration is not neces-
sary it is requested, by calling 860-742-7428.

During this event, Ellen Repay of the Ando-
ver Friends of the Library will present a story 
about winter and/or snow, followed by a craft. 
Officially, the 12th annual Take Your Child to 
the Library Day is Saturday, Feb. 4, but the 
day will be celebrated all around Connecticut 
during the month.  All attendees at this Feb. 25 
program will have their names put into a draw-
ing to win a bookbag filled with goodies. No 
purchase is necessary. 

Learn CPR
All are invited to learn CPR Saturday, Feb. 

4, from 9-11 a.m., at the Andover Volunteer 
Fire Department, 11 School Rd. Classes in-
clude use of training materials, CPR/AED/
Choking for adults/child/infant, and two-
year certification from the American Heart 
Association. 

Cost is $20 and registration is required; to 
do so, call Deputy Chief Mindy Hegener at 
860-706-3074.

Souper Bowl Grinder Sale
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold its 31st annual Souper 
Bowl Grinder Sale Sunday, Feb. 12. 

Grinder selections are ham, turkey or tuna. 
Chili, in quarts and pints, will also be sold, as 
will be garden salads. All options include chips 
and a soda. Pick-up will be on Feb. 12 from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Pre-order is requested. 

To pre-order, leave a message at the church at 
860-742-7696 or access an order form at www.
andoverctchurch.org.  

Dean’s List
Lily Shevchenko from Andover made the fall 

2022 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont.
Shevchenko is majoring in global studies.

Senior Fundraiser Feb. 5
Andover’s annual senior fundraiser will be 

Sunday, Feb. 5, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the 
Andover Elementary School (AES) gym, 35 
School Rd. 

There will be baked goods, baskets, books, 
crocheted items, decorated boxes, dip and soup 
mixes, greeting cards, home products, jewelry, 
Tastefully Simple, Color Street Nails, pizza, 
beverages, popcorn, and more. 

Call 860-916-6122 for more information.

Senior Citizen News & Notes

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congre-
gational Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-
vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is Feb. 15. The senior food pan-
try is open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 
9-9:30 a.m.; next date is Feb. 8. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursday, 9:30 a.m.

The following items have been updated for 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. For 
all senior events and information, visit the se-
nior page of the town website, andoverct.org.

Senior Luncheon Dates: Friday, Feb. 17. 
Reservation required by 2/15. 

Rides to Fundraiser: The annual senior fun-
draiser will be Sunday, Feb. 5, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the Andover Elementary School gym, 
and rides are available by calling Palazzi. There 
will be baked goods, basket and raffle tables, 
and several vendors. Pizza will be available for 
purchase at 12:30 p.m. If you would like to bake 
something for the fundraiser, let Palazzi know.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-

able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 
and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, and all medical 
appointments, are available by calling Palazzi. 
All seniors, veterans and disabled are welcome. 
If you have a caregiver, they may come with 
you. 

New Seniors Welcome: New seniors are 
welcome to all events. Call Palazzi for all lun-
cheon reservations and transportation needs. 
For all Young at Heart events including mov-
ies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call 
Georgia O’Brien at 860-742-9947 for all trip 
information.

Mrs. Claus Heads to the Hall of Fame

 After making her movie debut in 
November, Andover’s own Mrs. Merry 
Claus – a.k.a. Dianne Grenier – is now a 
member of the New England Santa Soci-
ety Hall of Fame.

By Michael Sinkewicz
Andover’s “Mrs. Merry Claus” has spread 

Christmas cheer across Connecticut for years, 
and has received national fame after being fea-
tured in a recent HBO Max documentary film.

This week, her journey became even more 
magical. Dianne Grenier, an Andover resident 
of nearly 40 years, is now officially a Hall of 
Famer.

While most people associate that accomplish-
ment with popular sports athletes, even mythi-
cal figures can receive the prestigious honor. 

The New England Santa Society (NESS) in-
cluded Grenier in the inaugural class of its Hall 
of Fame during its annual meeting last Sunday, 
Jan. 29, in Sturbridge, Mass. 

Grenier has been working as a professional 
Santa since 2006, after she retired from a long 
career at Pratt & Whitney. She was a founding 
member of the NESS and has been dedicated to 
personifying Mrs. Claus ever since. 

Now, in a secondary career full of memorable 
moments, including appearances at Dzen Tree 
Farm in South Windsor and Zamboni rides at 
a Hartford Wolf Pack games, her treasured mo-
ment arrived. 

This recognition even topped being included 
in the film Santa Camp, which premiered in 
November and cemented her place as the Mrs. 
Claus.

“My head was pretty big and swollen from 
Santa Camp but oh my, this was so much bigger 
and serious,” Grenier told the Rivereast. “This 
was from my peers who know the Santa world. 
They’re professionals and for them to do this, it 
left me speechless.” 

On top of being honored along with a handful 
of other Santas, she also received a certificate, a 
plaque and a fancy pin. Of course, she was also 
able to enjoy the dinner put on by the NESS 
and interact with the Santa community who was 
gathering for the weekend. 

“I’m part of the history now,” she said. 
Grenier, who was also asked to deliver a brief 

acceptance speech, tried to describe the signifi-
cance of the moment. She expressed that the 
honor was both “gratifying” and “humbling” 
for her.

“I’m going to need a bigger bonnet,” she 
joked, then added, “It was very touching. I’m 
still processing it and it’s emotionally over-
whelming.”

Since this was the first group of Santas to be 
inducted into the hall of fame, it wasn’t exact-
ly a goal for Grenier. Still, her work with the 
NESS and with the CT Society of Santas solidi-
fied her place amongst top Santas.

For example, the documentary focused on a 
yearly tradition where Santas and Mrs. Clauses 
visit the NESS in New Hampshire and attend 
“Santa Camp,” where they learn the necessary 
skills to become professionals in their home 
towns.

These “Santa Schools” help both eager and 
veteran Santas with any potential scenario or 
circumstance they’d encounter on the job. This 
includes notes on how to perform the role and 
operational tasks like where to get costumes, 
how to properly maintain your beard and how 
to file taxes as a Santa. Grenier teaches a course 
on Mrs. Claus, which helps people “handle the 
tough questions.”

“You can put a man in a suit, but that doesn’t 
make them Santa — it takes more,” she said. 
“When I put the bonnet on, I’m no longer Di-
anne. Now, I’m Mrs. Claus, and that’s quite a 
responsibility.” 

Her peers agreed that she more than demon-
strated how to properly embody that role.

“This group understands and embraces it,” 
she said, adding that a true Santa or Mrs. Claus 
needs to have a “string of Christmas lights 
around their heart.”

As a founding member, Grenier was also 
able to witness the growth of the Santa industry. 
While she explained that there’s still a shortage 
of well-trained professionals, there’s more Mrs. 
Clauses than when she started, which excites 
her.

What’s stayed constant, though, is her ambi-
tions and goals.

Grenier refuses to take any money from her 
appearances as Mrs. Claus, instead asking for 
donations to the Andover Library. In the docu-
mentary, she’s featured as an advocate of equal 
billing and pay for Mrs. Claus.

“I’m not in the business part of this,” she said. 
“Then it becomes work.” 

For Grenier, her specific approach to the Mrs. 
Claus is what makes is worthwhile and fun. It’s 
still difficult for her accept that she was singled 
out for something she finds so simple.

“To be recognized for things you love to do, 
it’s overwhelming,” she said. “I’m not even 

working.”
While most Hall of Fame athletes have al-

ready retired by the time they’re inducted, Gre-
nier sees no reason to hang up the coat. She has 
her favorite spots to interact with children and 
she still enjoys reading books and sharing sto-
ries.

“I have no intention of slowing down,” she 
asserted. “With athletes, their bodies are dead 
when they make the Hall of Fame. As long as 
it’s fun, I’m doing it.”

She acknowledged, there is a time when it 
becomes appropriate for Santa and Mrs. Claus 
to retire. Perhaps it’s not ideal for Santa to de-
liver gifts and move around with a walker, she 
quipped. 

But for now, Grenier can do the events with-
out a problem. And most importantly, she still 
loves making kids, and even adults, smile. As 
long as she’s able to, she’ll continue.

“It’s like nothing else to see kids dive into 
this magical world,” she said. “It’s special.”

Grenier also receives positive feedback from 
the Andover community. Residents reach out to 
her or talk about the documentary, which she 
always appreciates.

“They take great pride in their Mrs. Claus,” 
she said, adding that the movie might have 
helped put “little Andover on the map and 
they’re quite proud of it.”

Her family and friends are equally support-
ive, she explained.

Grenier shared a story of when she watched 
the documentary with her relatives, who then 
proceeded to award her with a replica Oscar 
award. After the nominations were made and 
votes were tallied, it wasn’t a close result.

“It was a biased audience,” she joked. “My 
friends and family take great pride in this.”

While her official Oscar speech may have to 
wait a little longer, her message to the NESS 
was one of gratitude.

“This group here, you’re the ones who know 
about Santa and the responsibility of embed-
ding Santa and the spirit of Christmas,” she 
said during her remarks. “This is the group that 
knows what makes a Santa character.”

She added, “This is a very special time for 
me and I appreciate is so much, thank you very 
much.”
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

 The Millers in New Mexico… The Miller Family from Marlborough spent the 
Thanksgiving holiday skiing in Taos, New Mexico. Pictured are Scott, Stephanie, 
Chrissy, Max, Frima and Bert Miller. 

 A Tale of Two Hemispheres… Bill Drinkuth and Diana Tyler of Hebron are shown 
here at the Center of the World Monument in Ecuador, South America, holding the 
Rivereast. They are straddling the equator, each with one foot in each hemisphere – 
North and South.

 Down in the Dominican… Jack and JoAnn Fairburn of North Westchester recently 
visited Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic.

 Rivereast Goes to Dubai… Rich Domonkos of Portland recently spent a week in 
Dubai. In the background is the skyline of Dubai and the Burj Khalifa skyscraper.



Page 30 NEWS BULLETIN • February 3, 2023

Obituaries 

RE5-7-21

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

East Hampton
Aimee Michelle Soucy

Aimee Michelle Soucy, 35, of East Hamp-
ton and formerly of East Haddam, passed away 
Thursday, Jan. 26, at her home. Born June 26, 
1988, in Middletown, she was the daughter of 
Rock Soucy of Colchester and Wendy Gorman 
of East Hampton. Aimee had attended school in 
East Haddam. 

Besides her parents, she is survived by her 
maternal grandparents, Roger Davis and Mary 
(Gorman) Davis of Old Lyme; two brothers, 
Timothy Gorman of Moodus, Jeremy Gorman 
of East Hampton; two aunts, Sandra Percak of 
New London, Tammy Gorman of East Haddam, 
and uncle Ward Gorman III of Moodus; nephew 
Logan Gorman; and several aunts and uncles 
out of state. 

Friends called at the Spencer Funeral Home, 112 
Main St., East Hampton, on Wednesday, Feb. 1.

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
Diane Lynn Bartlett

Diane Lynn Bartlett, 
65, of Colchester, be-
loved wife of Timothy 
Bartlett, went to her heav-
enly home on Thursday, 
Jan. 26. Born July 27, 
1957, in Beaver County, 
Pa., daughter of the late 
Edward and Katherine 
Snyder, she had loved the 
Lord and her family with 
all her heart. 

Early in life, Diane worked at Aetna and for 
C&D Construction and went on to own Twice 
as Nice consignment shop in Colchester. She 
had a positive impact on many of her loyal cus-
tomers and friends.

Besides her husband, she is survived by her 
mother-in-law, Jean Bartlett; a daughter and 
son-in-law, Jennifer and Thomas Poland, their 
children Bryce, Avalyne and Cole; son, Christo-
pher Fanelli and wife Meghan of Pennsylvania, 
their children Zachary, Aiden and Charolette. 

She was predeceased by her brother, Douglas 
Snyder, and her father-in-law, Norman Bartlett 
of Glastonbury. 

The family would like to thank all of the doc-
tors, nurses, support staff for their care. 

A small service will be held for immediate 
family members. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Diane’s mem-
ory may be made to Hope Church, 230 E. High 
St., East Hampton, CT 06424. For online con-
dolences please visit www.mulryanfh.com.

Colchester
Kelsey Anne Wojcik

Kelsey Anne Wojcik, of 
Colchester, passed away 
Tuesday, Jan. 24, at Hart-
ford Hospitalm following 
a brief illness. She was 
29 years old. Kelsey was 
born in Meriden on Sept. 
26, 1991. She was the 
daughter of Chet Wojcik 
and Kendall Keaveny.

Kelsey worked at 99 
Restaurant for many years 
before taking ill. Kelsey was kindhearted, lov-
ing, quick-witted, and tenacious. She had the 
most infectious laugh that you couldn’t help but 
laugh with her. Her upbeat personality made for 
countless friendships that she shared and en-
joyed over the years. Kelsey had a kind word 
for everyone, even complete strangers. She 
wanted everyone to be happy and she went out 
of her way to make that happen. She had a great 
love for all living things and being outdoors. 
She loved astrology, astronomy, poetry, board 
games, hiking, music, swimming and cooking. 
Her favorite places were anywhere near water, 
especially the ocean. 

She will be remembered as a loving daughter, 
an adoring sister to her brothers, and a friend 
unlike any other. Her beautiful smile will live 
on in the hearts of all who knew her. 

Her loss will be mourned by many, especially 
her parents, Kendall Keaveny of Middletown 
and Chet Wojcik and his wife Becky of Tennes-
see; her brothers, Brandon Sinclair Matthews of 
Hartford and Evan Michael Wojcik of Middle-
town; paternal grandparents, Maria and Jacek 
Bok of Maiden, N.C.; aunts and uncles, Liz 
Keaveny and Bob McCusick, Bart and Kathy 
Keaveny, Erik and Sharon Young, Evelyn and 
Andy Jachmiec; and many other wonderful ex-
tended family members and a host of special 
friends who stayed by her side through it all. A 
special thanks to Nicole, Denise, Allie, Alyssa, 
Melina, Karolina, and Nicole R.

She was predeceased by her maternal grand-
parents, Bart Keaveny and Bonnie Jean (Wil-
liams) Keaveny; and a paternal grandfather, 
Chester Wojcik. 

A celebration of Kelsey’s life was held at 
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 

Andover
Curtis Walter Dowling

Curtis Walter Dowling, 
beloved husband of Mar-
jorie Koczka-Dowling, 
together for 26 years, of 
Andover, passed away 
Friday, Jan. 27, at the 
Reservoir Rehab, after a 
short illness. He was born 
Sept. 29, 1953, in Man-
chester, to the late Don-
ald and Bette (Tedford) 
Dowling. Curt graduated 
from RHAM High School in 1971 and has re-
sided in Andover his whole life.

Curt (CD) was employed by CL&P/Ever-
source in Willimantic and East Hampton. He 
retired after 43 years as chief lineman, also 
working as a union representative. Curt was ac-
tive in the Andover Volunteer Fire Department 
from the age of 16, and still actively participat-
ed after 53 years. He served in many capacities 
during his tenure, including as the fire chief for 
22 years, from 1982 to 2004. He then went on 
to become a member of the Board of Fire Com-
missioners, where he served dutifully for the 
remainder of his life. 

Over the years, Curt was involved in many 
committees for the Town of Andover includ-
ing the CIP Committee and, most recently, 
the Board of Finance. He was also a member 
of the Tolland County Fire Chiefs Association 
and Board of Directors. Continuing his love of 
the fire service, Curt even worked as a salesman 
for E-One Fire Apparatus and Firematic Sup-
ply, selling fire trucks for more than 25 years to 
many fire departments in eastern Connecticut.

In addition to his wife, Curt will be dearly 
missed by his sons, whose accomplishments 
he was so very proud of, Brian Dowling of An-
dover and Michael Dowling of Simsbury; his 
pride and joy, and best buddy, grandson Aidan 
Michael Dowling of Andover, along with Aid-
an’s mom, Kelly Wood; his brothers, Donald 
Dowling and wife Christine of Rockledge, Fla., 
and Steve Dowling of Old Saybrook; along with 
Uncle Walter Tedford and wife Marie of Ver-
mont; as well as his wife’s sisters, Anne, Lynn, 
Kim and Susan (Joseph), all of Connecticut; 
and many nieces and nephews. He is also sur-
vived by his ex-wife, Wendy Dowling of Man-
chester, and his puppy, Bella Rose. 

Besides his parents, he was predeceased 
by his sister, Debbie King, and brother, Mark 
Dowling.

Calling hours will be today, Friday, Feb. 3, 
from 4-8 p.m., at Holmes-Watkins Funeral 
Home at 400 Main St., Manchester. Church ser-
vices are to follow on Saturday, Feb. 4, at 11 
a.m., at the Andover Congregational Church, 
359 Jonathan Trumbull Hwy (Route 6), in An-
dover, followed by a celebration of life at the 
Andover Volunteer Fire Department, located 
at 11 School Road. Burial will be later in the 
spring.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in 
Curt’s memory may be made to the Andover 
Volunteer Fire Department, 11 School Rd., An-
dover CT 06232. 

To view Curt’s tribute page or leave an online 
condolence, please visit holmeswatkins.com.

Colchester
Shane Thomas Graves

Shane (Zane) Thomas 
Graves passed away at 
home in Colchester Tues-
day, Jan. 31, following the 
rapid onset of pancreatic 
cancer. Zane was born July 
5, 1980, in Colchester, and 
studied film and video pro-
duction at Brooks Institute 
of Photography. He carried 
his love for art throughout 
his life. 

Zane was a painter, an artist, and an enthu-
siastic tabletop gamer. A long-time employee 
of Sarge’s Comics and Games in New London, 
Zane loved the storytelling and comradery of 
the gaming community.  His creativity, humor 
and booming voice were integral parts of the 
love and passion he brought with him into these 
spaces, and they will be deeply missed. One 
of his proudest achievements included being 
retweeted by Neil Gaiman. Something of a hu-
man tomcat, Zane gathered friends wherever he 
went, near and far. 

He was predeceased by his grandparents, 
Joseph and Bernadette Daigle and Robert and 
Sophy Graves; his father, Jonathan Graves; his 
uncle, David Daigle; and friends Rose Nylund, 
Dorothy Zbornak, Blanche Devereaux and So-
phia Petrillo. 

He is survived by his mother, Adrienne 
“Dee” Graves of Port Charlotte, Fla.; his aunt, 
Suzanne Clifford of Port Charlotte, Fla.; aunt, 
Marie Kuper of Hebron; aunt and uncle, Louise 
and LTC Michael Griswold of Lacey, Wash.; a 
niece, three nephews, and many cousins. 

Zane also leaves behind a large chosen family 
of friends, comrades, and accomplices.  

Friends may call from 11 a.m.-12:45 p.m. to-
day, Friday, Feb. 3, at the Aurora-McCarthy Fu-
neral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. 
A memorial service will follow calling hours, 
at 12:45 p.m. Details for the reception will be 
announced at the funeral home following the 
service. 

In lieu of flowers, please direct donations in 
Zane’s memory to his memorial fund for his 
burial, to gofund.me/9f4879fc. 

To share a memory or express online condo-
lences, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com.  

Portland
JoAnne Tripp

JoAnne (Mello) Tripp, 
79, of Portland, beloved 
wife, mother and grand-
mother, passed away 
peacefully in the early 
morning of Friday, Jan. 
20. JoAnne was born 
Nov. 23, 1943, in New 
Bedford, Mass., daugh-
ter of Joseph Mello and 
Marguerite (Gaudreau) 
Pimental. 

JoAnne is survived by her sister, Theresa 
Gomes; son Ronald and his wife Debra; son 
James and his wife Elizabeth; daughter Lori and 
her partner Daniel; and son David and his wife 
Anastasia. She is also survived by 12 grandchil-
dren and 11 great-grandchildren.

JoAnne grew up in New Bedford, Mass. She 
and David, her late husband of 55 years, moved 
to North Dartmouth, Mass., where they raised 
their four children. JoAnne was a longtime 
employee of the Office Supply Company. She 
also worked as a sales associate at Aaron Pools 
and Spas. Upon retirement, she lived for sev-
eral years in Maine, enjoying activities such as 
fishing and snowmobiling. JoAnne and David 
ultimately retired to Florida, where they spent 
15 years in North Fort Myers. 

JoAnne was a member of the Red Hat Soci-
ety. She loved dancing, reading, playing bocce, 
attending the theatre and hosting dinner par-
ties. She will be greatly missed by family and 
friends.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to 
St. Jude’s Hospital. 

The family is planning a memorial gathering 
to be held at the Grange Hall, located at 17 Sage 
Hollow Rd., Portland, on Saturday, Feb, 18, at 
11:30 a.m. 

Marlborough
Rosalee Jane Boudreau

Rosalee Jane Boudreau 
passed away in a tragic 
accident Saturday, Jan. 
21. Born Feb. 7, 1989, in 
Hartford, she also lived in 
Glastonbury but primarily 
grew up in Marlborough. 
Rosie attended Marlbor-
ough Elementary School, 
and RHAM middle and 
high schools. During 
those years she was an 
award-winning drummer. She was also an ex-
ceptional athlete in soccer, basketball, and soft-
ball. After graduating Porter and Chester Tech-
nical School, Rosie worked as a dental assistant 
and office manager for many years.

Rosalee is survived by her adoring family, 
parents, Mark Stephen Boudreau Sr. and Jen-
nifer (McElwain) Boudreau; brother, Mark 
Stephen Boudreau Jr.; children, Jayson Joshua 
Lavoie and Jasmine Rose Lavoie and their fa-
ther Joshua Paul Lavoie of East Hartford.

Although Rosalee’s grandparents have also 
passed, her enormous family of aunts, uncles 
and cousins are devastated by her loss.

Rosalee will missed by hundreds of people. 
Anyone who had the pleasure of knowing Rosie 
know she was one of the kindest and brightest 
people in the world. She lived life to the full-
est with many plans for the future which were 
unfortunately cut short.  Her final resting place 
will be at Cedar Hill Cemetery where her fam-
ily will have a private service.

Thank you for all the flowers, food, dona-
tions, well-wishes and friendship from our 
friends and community.

Portland
Elizabeth Dawicki

Elizabeth Ann St. Paul 
Dawicki, 30, beloved 
wife of Michael Dawicki, 
sadly left this earth much 
too soon on Monday, Jan. 
23. She leaves behind the 
loves of her life: daughter, 
Natalya Ledger, and son, 
Asher Dawicki.

Born in Middletown 
on July 30, 1992, to Joal 
Balzer Lentz and Rob-
ert St. Paul Jr., Elizabeth came into this world 
a beautiful soul inside and out. She graduated 
from Vinal Regional Technical School and was 
employed as a Registered Behavioral Techni-
cian at Meliora Academy in Meriden, where 
she was dedicated to assisting students on the 
autism spectrum.

In addition to her husband, children, and par-
ents, she is survived by her brother, Troy Lentz, 
and sister, Stacey Lentz; grandparents, Carolyn 
St. Paul and Robert and Diane Lentz; father-
in-law, Raymond Dawicki Sr.; sister-in-law, 
Kristy McDermott; brothers-in-law, Raymond 
Dawicki Jr. and Shaun Dawicki; aunts, Linda 
(Chris) Carlo and Diane St. Paul; and uncle, 
Scott Lentz. 

She is predeceased by her adoring stepfather, 
Robert (Duster) Lentz; and grandparents, Al-
bert (Butch) and Joanne Balzer, and Robert St. 
Paul Sr.; mother-in-law, Denise Williams; and 
Brandon Dawicki.

Family and friends may call to celebrate Eliz-
abeth’s life today, Friday, Feb. 3, from 3-6 p.m., 
at the Doolittle Funeral Home, 14 Old Church 
St., Middletown. Burial will be private. 

To share memories or send condolences to 
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuner-
alservice.com.

A memorial fund is being set up to assist the 
Dawicki family with expenses. Contributions 
may be sent to tinyurl.com/3e9hrbhv.

Hartford Rd., Colchester, on Wednesday, Feb. 
1. Burial will be private. 

Donations in Kelsey’s memory may be made 
to the charity of one’s choice. 

We are blessed and humbled by having 
Kelsey in our lives. She was taken from us too 
young but she will live on in our hearts forever. 

To share a memory or express a condolence 
to Kelsey’s family, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.



NEWS BULLETIN • February 3, 2023 Page 31

Portland
Catherine A. Tokarz

Catherine A. Tokarz, 76, of Portland, passed 
away peacefully after a courageous battle with 
ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) on Wednesday, 
Jan. 25, at Middlesex Hospital. Born Dec. 9, 
1946, in Middletown, she was the daughter of 
the late Adolph and Tessie (Bajorek) Tokarz. 

Catherine was a lifelong resident of Portland 
and had retired from Lyman Products in Mid-
dletown. She had been a communicant of St. 
Mary Church in Portland and was an avid read-
er. She enjoyed weekend trips with family, but 
most of all she loved taking care of her family. 

Catherine was a beloved aunt that will be 
deeply missed. She is survived by her nephew, 
William Tokarz and wife Allison of East Hamp-
ton; her niece, Tracy Moody and husband Chris 
of Virginia; and her great nieces Brooke and 
Jordan Moody. 

She was predeceased by her brother, Edward 
Tokarz, and her twin sister, Henrietta Prickett.

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral 
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Satur-
day, Feb. 4, from 10-11 a.m., with a funeral ser-
vice at 11 a.m. Burial will be in the family plot 
in St. Mary Cemetery in Portland. 

In lieu of flowers the family, requests those 
who wish to express sympathy to consider 
making a donation in remembrance of Cath-
erine’s life to the ALS Association Connecticut 
Chapter at 4 Oxford Rd., Suite E4, Milford, CT 
06460. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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Social Media Presentation for Parents/Caregivers

Paint Night Fundraiser for Project Graduation
AHM Youth & Family Services will host a 

Paint Night Fundraiser to benefit the RHAM 
High School Class of 2023 Project Graduation 
on Friday, Feb. 24, from 6:30-8 p.m., at the 
AHM building at 25 Pendleton Drive in He-
bron. 

This guided art class will be led by Amy Or-
donez, owner of Studio 13 in East Hampton. At-
tendees will paint a soothing beach sunset with 
palm tree silhouettes. Cost is $40 per person, 

with snacks available to purchase. Ages 11 and 
up are welcome. 

To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/
Community/Home. To learn more about AHM 
Project Graduation, visit ahmyouth.org/fund-
raisers-events/project-graduation. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler, 
AHM Project Graduation coordinator, at jen-
niferb@ahmyouth.org.

Youth Lacrosse Registration, Clinic
RHAM Youth Lacrosse registration is open 

for its 2023 spring season.  There are pro-
grams for both boys and girls in grades K-8, 
who reside in Hebron, Marlborough, Ando-
ver, East Hampton, Columbia, Bolton and 
other local towns that do not offer a youth 
lacrosse program. 

Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com for 
more information and to sign up. Email any 
questions to ascibek@gmail.com. Registra-

tion deadline for the spring season is Satur-
day, Feb. 11.

Also, RHAM Youth Lacrosse will hold a 
free Learn to Play Lacrosse clinic Saturday, 
Feb. 4, at RHAM High School, for any child 
interested in trying lacrosse. No equipment 
is required to attend the clinic. Visit www.
rhamyouthlacrosse.com to sign up and for 
more information.  

AHM Youth & Family Services, in partner-
ship with Welcome 2 Reality, will host a pre-
sentation Tuesday, Feb. 28, for parents and 
caregivers who have children, tweens and teens 
who use phones and are on social media.

The presentation, entitled “Support for Par-
ents and Caregivers,” will feature strategies on: 
how to monitor technology use at home; giv-
ing structure and support with clear boundaries; 
giving access or freedom in increments. Parent 
concerns will be addressed on topics such as 

internet addiction, addictive technology (cell 
phone, fear of missing out – a.k.a. F.O.M.O.), 
video-gaming and overstimulation.

The presentation will be from 7-8 p.m. via 
Zoom. There is no cost to attend but space is 
limited to 40 registrations. To register, email 
AHM Prevention Coordinator Jenn Boehler at 
jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.  

For additional information, visit ahmyouth.
org/chec-coalition-committee.

College Scholarships Available
AHM Youth and Family Services is accept-

ing scholarship applications from Andover, 
Hebron, and Marlborough students who are 
planning to attend college next fall. The schol-
arships are:

The Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Erin 
Garvie, who passed away in 1998 during her se-
nior year at RHAM High School. She was a star 
soccer player and president of the student coun-
cil. This scholarship was created by the Garvie 
family and friends. Over the years, this college 
scholarship has been awarded to RHAM High 
School students who participate in high school 
athletics.

The Paige Houston Memorial Scholar-
ship: This scholarship was created in memory 
of Paige Houston, who was entering her se-
nior year as an honors student at RHAM High 
School in 2013 when she passed away. Hous-
ton was active in cheerleading with the RHAM 

Youth Football and Cheerleading organization, 
and had planned on pursuing a career in early 
education. This scholarship was created by the 
Houston family and friends. Each year a col-
lege scholarship is awarded to a RHAM High 
School graduate.

The William Stelzner Memorial Scholar-
ship: This scholarship was created in memory 
of William “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 
2016. Stelzner was well known for his humani-
tarian work locally, regionally and nationwide. 
This scholarship was created by the Stelzner 
family and friends. Each year a college scholar-
ship is awarded to a RHAM High School gradu-
ate who plans to attend a two-year college and 
has volunteered in the community.

Each of the AHM scholarships are needs-
based. Application deadline is May 15. Find 
the online application at ahmyouth.org/college-
scholarship-application.

Marlborough
Carl H. Carlson Jr.

Carl H. Carlson Jr., 94, 
of Marlborough, beloved 
husband of Rosanna M. 
Carlson and the late Kath-
leen Carlson, passed away 
Monday, Jan. 30. He was 
born Aug. 18, 1928, to the 
late Carl H. Carlson Sr. 
and Ella Carlson.  He was 
raised in Waterbury and 
was a graduate of Leav-
enworth High School and 
the University of New 
Haven. 

Carl was a World War II veteran who served 
on the U.S.S. Leyte.  He was a lifetime member 
of VFW Post 5095 and American Legion Post 
197, where he previously served as commander.

Carl began his utility career in 1952 as a line-
man in Waterbury. He held a number of posi-
tions both in Connecticut and in the utility’s 
Western Massachusetts Region. He ended his 
utility career as a district manager for Northeast 
Utilities. 

Dedicated to his community, he was a mem-
ber of the AIPE, Shriners, Third Master Ma-
son, Republican Town Committee, chairman of 
the Marlborough Memorial Day Parade, Boy 
Scouts “Can Man” Chairman, and on numerous 
boards and commissions. 

Carl was an avid card and billiards player.  
He looked forward to his weekly games of pool 
followed by lunch at the Marlborough Senior 
Center.

Besides his loving wife, he is survived by 
Margaret (Kevin) Dowling, Marilyn (George) 
Kain, Matthew (Tammy) Carlson, Michelle 
Moon, and Diane Carlson. He also leaves be-
hind 11 grandchildren, four great-grandchil-
dren, and many other beloved family members 
and friends. 

He was predeceased by his brother, Delbert 
Carlson; sister, Lida Keroski; and sons, Carl 
Carlson III, Stephen Carlson, Peter Fredette, 
and Dan Moon.

Friends may call at Spencer Funeral Home, 
112 Main St., East Hampton, on Monday, Feb. 
6, from 5-7 p.m. A funeral liturgy will be cel-
ebrated on Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 11 a.m., in St. 
John Fisher Church in Marlborough followed 

by burial with military honors in Marlboro 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Shriners International or the 
ALS Association of Connecticut. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com. 

their characters and play it in a way that see it.”
Still, while some cast members may be des-

tined for Broadway, they’re only students for 
now. Directing kids, who are also dealing with 
the stresses of school work or applying to col-
lege, should be handled carefully, she said.

Filosa admitted that she can “harsh” with 
critiques and she set high exceptions for the fi-
nal product. But, she said, she understands that 
building healthy relationships with the students 
will result in a successful show.

“I try to just get to know [the students] as best 
as I can so that I know where their strengths are 
and how much they can do on their own and 
where I need to spend extra time,” she said. “I 
try to get to know them outside of the show, too, 
so that I understand what they do and who they 
are.”

She added that being tough all the time won’t 
generate the results anyone is hoping for. Dur-
ing rehearsals, she’ll try to pick up on small 
things, like if a background character perfectly 
executed a facial expression.

“I try to find ways to compliment them and 
build them up to make sure they know that I 
noticed that,” she said. 

Overall, she’s ready to highlight the students 
next week.

“They’re really working so hard right now 
and I see that hard work and I see that they’re 
tired and that they’re trying to keep that ener-
gy,” Filosa said. “Directing this has been my fa-
vorite thing ever. I’m going to be very sad when 
it’s over.”

RHAM High School senior Riley Harrington, 
stage manager, said she believes the show is 
ready. 

“What I’m most excited for is to have the 
community come and see our show because I 
know the energy in the room will be so great,” 
she said. “It’s a little stressful, just making sure 
all the different components are put together 
and that everything runs smoothy, but it’s just a 
bunch of fun to come here after school.”

Harrington has her own backstage crew and 
she called the performance a “team effort.”

“I wouldn’t say that we’re ready for it to be 
over,” she said. “I think we’re more ready to 
show the grand product and show all of our hard 
work off. We turned into a family.”

What’s her favorite part of the show?
“I’m just trying to make sure that no one is 

crashing and burning backstage,” she quipped.

Meet the Cast
Mint Kusher, a junior, brings unmatched cha-

risma to the lead character “Troy,” who fans 
may recall was portrayed by Zac Efron in the 
film. Initially, Kusher auditioned for, and re-
ceived, a smaller part in show.

“I got a featured ensemble role but then at 
the end of the first table read, the director ap-
proached me and said, ‘How would you feel 
about being Troy?’ I was shocked, but I said 
‘yes, of course.’ It was just very unexpected be-
cause I thought I was going to be a very minor 
character and I ended up being a lot more than 
that.”

As a student who loves theater, Kusher, who 
joked that he doesn’t exactly resemble Zac 
Efron, is embracing being the lead.

“I don’t necessarily play basketball and I’m 
not tall like Troy is, but that’s acting,” he said. “I 
think I’ve been doing well just because I’m re-
ally passionate about theater so I’ve been trying 
to learn my lines as quickly as possible. I’m not 
a dancer at all so I don’t have any experience 
with that but I’m doing my best.”

Kusher was humble, giving all the credit to 
his co-stars who he believes are beyond talent-
ed. The standout, he said, was Dannan Page, a 
junior who plays the female lead “Gabriella.”

“I’m a little bit embarrassed to be on stage 
with her because she’s a lot better than me,” 
he expressed. “We do have good chemistry be-
cause we’re friends.”

Page laughed off Kusher’s comments, ex-
pressing that he was also “amazing” and one of 
her best friends. 

“He’s working so hard and it’s very inspiring 
to see how he’s doing it,” she stated.

She also praised Filosa, who has hit all the 
right keys while directing.

“She’ll give us notes and she’ll be very firm 
about what she wants but she leaves room for 
us to be creative and she listens to our opinions 
and how we feel,” she said. “It’s awesome to 
have that creative outlet as well as just having a 
really fun time.”

Page also originally had another character 
in her sights, “Sharpay,” the “villain” of High 
School Musical. However, while ultimately get-
ting the lead was unexpected, she hasn’t looked 
back. 

“I think the hardest part for me is really be-
coming the character,” she said. “Gabriella is a 
very typical girl. She’s trying not to stand out 
and I like to stand out. So it’s hard for me to 
blend in like that.”

Even the extensive singing required from her 
character is challenging, too. Page explained 
that it took some training to prepare her voice 
for the stress of a long show. Still, it’s easy 
when the source material is fun.

“This was one of my favorite movies as 
a kid,” she said. “It’s a like a dream role for 
10-year-old Dani. Sometimes, I’ll listen to the 
recordings or watch scenes from the movie and 
I’ll be like, okay, this is the way she’s stand-
ing, this is the way she’s talking and I sort of 
emulate that.”

Page said that she’s able to find the “natural 
balance” between school work and rehearsing, 
which most of the cast members echoed, as 
well. As opening night approaches, she’s more 
excited than nervous.

“It comes naturally to me and I love being 
on stage and it’s one of my favorite things,” she 
said. “It’s more fun than nerve-racking.” 

Laura Filosa, a senior, plays “Sharpay,” but 
originally she actually wanted to be “Gabriel-
la.” In her mind, the casting worked out in ev-
eryone’s best interest.

“I prefer the role,” she explained. “I think she 
has a better range for my own voice and I think 
it’s just really fun to do.”

The best part, she said, is embracing being 
the villain, which she said comes naturally to 
her. 

“It’s funny because I used to love playing vil-
lains when I was little,” Laura Filosa said. “I 
would always audition for the villain. I kind of 
grew out of that but now I’m back to playing the 
villain and I love it. I feel like it kind of comes 
naturally, especially for Sharpay, because I’ve 
loved this movie since I was little. So, I know 
the character well.”

Like her fellow castmates, the feeling lead-
ing up to the show is largely excitement. Set to 
graduate this spring, Laura Filosa said she is 
embracing the chance to finally perform a mu-
sical.

“I think I’m just ready for it because we 
haven’t done a musical here in so long,” she 
said. “With the mixture of both COVID and the 
drama department kind of going under for a few 
years, we haven’t done a musical in a very long 
time.”

Each student revealed their favorite moment 
from the show, typically a musical number. Fi-
losa shared that she has a high note that she has 
to belt out, which wasn’t in the movie. The cast 
widely agreed that it was perhaps the best part 
of the show. 

Director Emma Filosa explained how all of 
the main characters ended up in their roles.

“I saw Gabriella and knew it was meant for 
Dani. Laura I just knew was going to bring that 
energy for Sharpay. She’s such an explosive, 
big character, that needs to be that diva.”

She said that Kusher became Troy much later 
in the process.

“He has done such a phenomenal job,” she 
said. “His acting is so natural and Troy is such 
the opposite of who he is as a person but when 
he’s on stage, it’s amazing.”

★ Musicals are Back, cont. from page 1
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Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

Not your average CNA position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated CNA to join our team. Colebrook Village 
is a community of independent, assisted living, and 
memory care residents. It is a privilege to serve 
our residents and to work alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and want to be 
appreciated for the important work you do, reach out 
for details about this unique health care opportunity! 
401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Please call Kristina Pink: 860-801-1114
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Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Colebrook Village 
is a community of independent, assisted living, 
and memory care residents. It is a privilege to serve 
our residents and to work alongside our amazing 
staff. If you are looking for a change and want to be 
appreciated for the important work you do, reach out 
for details about this unique health care opportunity! 
401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Please call Kristina Pink: 860-801-1114
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Attention To Detail is looking 
for drivers to pick up and deliver 

cars to and from car dealers.
Part time position.

If you are interested in this 
position please come to our 
facility in Middletown, CT

to fill out application.

Attention To Detail 
195 Dekoven Drive 

Middletown CT 06457

Drivers  Wanted

RENTAL 
WANTED

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
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ACF 
Stump 

Grinding
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF. Costume jewelry, pot-
tery, bottles, crocks, jugs, toys/
games, glassware, silver plated 
items, signs, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, bar items, tools, 
sterling coins, kitchenware, 
cookware, automotive, books, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
knives, hunting, fishing, military, 
Masonic, fire dept. and more. 
Donald Roy 860-874-8396.         
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Marlborough $400,000
Oversized custom cape offering 4 bedrooms and 2.1 baths is 
in move in condition! Great floor plan with hardwood floors, 
updated kitchen with stainless steel, granite counters and tiled 
backsplash. First floor master bedroom suite with remodeled 
bathroom and walk-in closet. Great neighborhood and 
conveniently located close to Route 66 and Route 2. Must See!

JUST LISTED!

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE2-3-23

One of the happiest moments in life 
is when you find the courage to
let go of what you can’t change.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

FOR RENT: EAST HAMPTON 
STUDIO APARTMENT. Heat 
and hot water, laundry facility. 
Lake access. $875. Call 860-
617-5369. 

WANTED TO RENT / LEASE: 
House, apt or condo in 
Glastonbury area from May 
26 to Aug 5. Would like 2 B/R’s, 
furnished and pet-friendly. We 
have 2 y/o female Lab, house-
trained and only barks at door 
bell ringers. Dates are flexible 
but daughter is delivering a 
son in mid-June. We have ref-
erences and used to live in G-
bury. Please call 860-918-1851 
if interested. Thanks

PORTLAND 2nd FLOOR, 4 
ROOM APT, RENOVATED: 
refrig, stove, washer/dryer 
hookup, no smoking/no pets, 
security, credit check. Parking. 
$900./month plus utilities & 
heat.  Tel. 860-916-7482

PORTLAND 1st FLOOR 4 
ROOM APT., refrig, stove, 
washer/dryer hookup, no smok-
ing/no pets, security, credit 
check. Parking. $975./month 
plus utilities & heat.  Tel. 860-
916-7482
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between Glastonbury and Colchester.

Wrecker Driver Wanted
Looking for a wrecker driver for nights and weekends. 

Rotating weekly shifts. Must have clean driving record 
within last 3 years. Experience driving trucks and manual 

transmission required. Will train in towing for right 
candidate. Please come in to Northeast Auto, 394 N Main 

Street, Marlborough, CT and apply in person. Please 
come in between hours of 9am to 5pm Monday-Friday.

You may call and set up an appointment at 860-295-9517.

TOWN OF ANDOVER CT
VACANCY – Accounting Associate 

The Town of Andover is seeking applications for a full -time 
Accounting associate.  This position is responsible for the daily 
operations of the finance department at the town of Andover. This 
position involves the performance of a variety of professional ac-
counting and financial control functions for the Town of Andover.  
The job description and application for this position are available 
at www.andoverct.org. This position is 30 hours per week, 
Monday-Thursday.  This position is in the AFSCME local 1303 of 
Council #4 AFL-CIO and subject to collective bargaining.
To apply, send a Resume and Cover Letter to the Office of the 
Town Administrator, Town Hall, 17 School Rd, Andover, CT 
06232, Or email it to adminassistant@andoverct.org This posting 
will remain open until the position has been filled. EOE M/F 

3TB 1/20, 1/27, 2/3

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

BOARD CLERK
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part time 
Board Clerks for approximately 3 to 6 hours per month. This posi-
tion is responsible for transcribing minutes and motions for boards 
and commissions. The position requires attendance at meetings on 
weeknight evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills 
and be proficient in word processing on a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board Clerk 
job description are available in the Town Clerk’s office, online at 
marlboroughct.net or by calling 860-295-6206.  Completed applica-
tions are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 29, 26 North 
Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447.
Open until filled.
We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, 
creed, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age, marital or vet-
eran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

3TB 1/20, 1/27, 2/3

Senior Center Van Driver – P/T  $17/Hr.
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for a part-
time Senior Center Van Driver for Wednesday and Friday from 
8am to 12noon. This position is responsible for safely driving 
seniors and persons with disabilities to appointments and 
outings on an assigned schedule.   Valid Connecticut Driver’s 
License and Class A/B Public Service License with Endorse-
ment F is required. 
The full job description and employment application are 
available from the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall or online at 
www.marlboroughct.net.  
Please submit an application and cover letter to: Marlborough 
Town Clerk, 26 North Main Street, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, 
CT 06447.  This position will remain open until filled.
The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 2/3, 2/10

Parks and Recreation –
Seasonal Employment 

The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the 
following seasonal positions:    
• Lifeguards:  $16.50 per hour.  Must have lifeguard certification.
• Park Gate Attendant:  $15.00 per hour.   
Job descriptions and an employment application may be found 
at www.easthamptonct.gov.   
Please submit your application to the Town of East Hampton, 
Department of Human Resources, 1 Community Drive, East 
Hampton, CT 06424, or by email to lseymour@easthamptonct.
gov by 2/23/2023, or until filled.  EOE/AA/M-F.      1TB 2/3

WELDER/FABRICATOR:  Cus-
tom sheet metal fabrication, 
light structural, 45-50 hour per 
week with good benefits, health 
insurance, and 401(k) plan.  
Pay range $25 - $35/hour.  Call 
860-828-3762.

HELP WANTED: CASO’S 
HVAC, LLC, East Hampton, 
CT is now hiring Commercial & 
Residential HVAC Mechanics/
Technicians. B2 or S2 License 
Required. Must have at least 
5 years experience. We of-
fer competitive hourly wages. 
Please email resume to caso-
hvac@comcast.net or call 860-
267-5851.

SELL CHEESE AT AN 
AWARD-WINNING FARM 
Nationally-recognized cheese-
maker seeks a cheesemonger 
(sales person) for our farm 
shop. Job description at www.
catocornerfarm.com/contact

COOK WANTED: Stop in to 
The Greenleaf Cafe in Hebron 
for details. Or call 860 228-8148

WAREHOUSE POSITION: 
Seeking full time, energetic, or-
ganized individual for small lo-
cal company. Great family type 
work environment. Occasional 
heavy lifting/Light phone duties/
Customer contact. $20-$25 an 
hour DOE /Plus benefits! Train-
ing provided. Apply in person at:
Yost Associates 224 Eastern 
Blvd Glastonbury M-F 8:00-
5:00 POSITIVELY NO PHONE 
CALLS!

FARM HELP WANTED: Horse 
Feeding at East Haddam/
Colchester farm. Call John for 
more info. 860-680-5149

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED: DuBosar Irri-
gation Landscape Construction 
Company looking to hire labor-
ers, technicians, and equipment 
operators. Great starting pay 
and work environment. Expe-
rience in industry helpful but 
will train. Reasonable workday 
hours, starting March-April. 
Valid driver’s license a plus but 
not necessary.  Immediate po-
sitions also available for snow 
removal.   860-206-4705

SHEET METAL MECHANICS 
& HELPERS:  Full time, ap-
prenticeship program offered, 
health insurance, 401(k) plan.  
Pay range $20 - $30/hour.  Call 
860-828-3762.

FREE: NEW VANITY MIRROR: 
Free 40” x 60” in original ship-
ping container. Call or text 518-
588-3388 to arrange pick up in 
East Hampton.

GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE ANYTIME WEEKENDS.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.
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Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Date determined after 8 reservations
No NRA Computer Course required $150

The The 
Absolute Absolute 

BEST!!BEST!!

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

Notice is hereby given that the Audited Financial Statements of 
the Town of Portland for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022, 
as prepared by Mahoney Sabol & Company LLP, Certified 
Public Accountants, are on file in the office of the Town Clerk of 
Portland, Connecticut, for public inspection.
ATTEST: Michael V. Tierney
Portland Town Clerk
Dated at Portland, Connecticut, this 31st day of January, 2023

1TB 2/3

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
E9

-1
6-

22

Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Mulch

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care
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23On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Climber / Bucket Truck

Reasonable Rates – Free Written Estimates

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

860.913.6203

Complete
Lawn Maintenance

Fully Licensed & Insured
HIC # 0661818

SPECIALIZING IN:
Scheduled Mowing

Landscaping Maintenance
Mulch Installations

Fall / Spring Clean-Ups
...and much more!
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Now 
Scheduling:

Fall Leaf Cleanups
Snow Removal / Salting

Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards ]u t

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!

Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation
Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
E1
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Happy New Year!
RLFrancks@comcast.net

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

2023

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Commercial & Residential Snow Plowing

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
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HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?

TREE & LANDSCAPING

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

WE OFFER HIGH END PAINTING
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Call us today and get a FREE QUOTE
on any of your painting needs

from interior rooms to
kitchen cabinets to drywall repair!
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860-951-4693

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537

C
IT

3-
12

-2
0

C
IT

4-
15

-2
1

• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

STARKEY HOME REMODEL-
ING - Call today for a free es-
timate on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, decks, 
sheds, windows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, porches, 
patios, framing, carpentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, base-
ments, flooring (tile, hardwood, 
laminate & vinyl), painting/stain-
ing, insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/Insured. 
James 860-573-3597. 

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinish-
ing. Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. Fin-
ish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTH-
ERS HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/operate info@brother-
shomeimprovementct 
 www.BrothersHomeImprov-
mentC. 860-432-5716, 860-
882-7672.

HANDYMAN SERVICES- All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall 
to plumbing, painting to tile. 
Have a repair issue we are here 
to Help. Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917-3154

GUTTER CLEANING, No mess 
- hand cleaned, rinsed, check 
drainage. Cleaning included 
with optional, reasonably priced 
LEAF STOP-R GUARDS. 
Clogged gutters = water dam-
age. Free estimates. Insured, 
Reg # HIC.0651707 Call/Text 
Marc anytime 860-498-2524

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. Li-
censed and insured. All types 
of tile work, kitchens, baths. All 
work guaranteed. 16 years ex-
perience. Call 508-0893.

CABINET REFACING: Not an 
overpriced box store or fran-
chise. Local company, cabinet-
makers specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood products, 
custom work and counter tops. 
Deal with the owner. Wood’n 
Excellence, Inc. CP#0664648, 
860-345-2050

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM LLC 
-35 yrs of experience in all 
phases of carpentry. Some of 
the services we offer include: 
Crown Molding, Chair Rails, 
Window Seats, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, Ce-
dar Closets, Custom stairs, 
Pocket doors, Interior and 
Exterior doors, Radiator cov-
ers, Porticos, Mantles, Wheel 
chair ramps, New hatchways, 
Replacement windows, Sump 
pumps, Heat cables in gutters 
or on roofs, Wood decking 
changed to Trex, Attic stairs, 
Kitchen and baths, Water dam-
age and rot repair of all kinds 
such as leaky roofs, doors, win-
dows or plumbing fixtures. We 
do complete repair of drywall 
and plaster. We also combat 
the entry of mice and more. Call 
Rene (860)643-0428

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR PAINTING
Exterior Painting / Carpentry
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Jim or Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

3-
5-
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C
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MARK'S
PAINTING

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Freshen Up for the New Year!

Since 1992

860-267-4125

INTERIOR
•	All	Phases	of 	Interior	Painting,	Staining,
	 Textured	Ceilings,	Texture	Removal
•	WP	Removal,	Rep.	Windows,
	 Home	Improvements	&	Carpentry

FOUR	SEASONS	PAINTERS	LLC

Kevin	Greer 860-646-7760 Lic.	#	574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

SERVICES

R
E3
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Chatham Property Services

RE10-15-21

Lawnmower / Snowblower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASk for Ted
860-918-1731

CT LIC. #0608517

Pickup/delivery 
Available

860-378-9843 Obispo
860-477-7432 Alfonso

Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling,
Walkways, Pavers, Stonework, 

Painting, Decks, Fireplaces, Fire Pit
Free estimates • Licensed & insured R
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33 Cooper St., 
Manchester, CT 

06040

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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FLOOR SANDING AND RE-
FINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. Free 
Estimates. James Gorman 860-
647-9261

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty Chimneys can 
burn! Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures peace 
of mind. Dust-free professional 
cleaning. Fully Insured. Call 
Dave, 860-267-8422

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAUL-
ING: Same day appointments 
available, cleanouts, base-
ments, garages, even the junk 
in the backyard. We can take as 
much or as little as you want. 
Mark 860-295-9692 or 860-
916-9577.

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: All 
items removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We also 
remove sheds and hot tubs. 
Insured. Josh Langdon 48 hrs. 
Cleaning Services. 860-922-
4621

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Choose a fellowship- 
trained orthopedist.

Visit any of 7 local offices.

Go where minimally   
invasive is highly valued.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Introducing Middlesex Orthopedic & Spine Associates, a merger of the two largest practice groups 
in Middlesex County. Our team of fellowship trained orthopedic and spine specialists provide 
superior patient care at seven convenient locations across central Connecticut. Take the first step. 
Middlesex Orthopedic & Spine Associates. One step closer to relief.

MIDDLETOWN   |   HEBRON   |   MARLBOROUGH   |   WESTBROOK   |   NORTH HAVEN MIDDLESEXORTHO.COM
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CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

SERVICES

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1

1-
18

-2
2

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

WOOD FLOORS- Questioning 
whether your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have existing 
surface finish deep cleaned, re-
vitalized, with a durable acrylic/
urethane floor finish.  The best 
alternative to the mess, ex-
pense of sanding. Vinyl  floors 
stripped/refinished. Experi-
enced, references, insured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli, 860-704-8486.

POLISH/ENGLISH SPEAK-
ING MAID CAN CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 30% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, refer-
ences. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call Kasha 860-268-2301.

I’d LOVE to help you juggle 
your busy lives by taking one 
dreaded task of your list ..... 
CLEANING. I love , when my 
client walks in and says “ WoW “ 
That’s what I aim for every time. 
860-301-5625
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THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 72 MOREAGENTS!Visit our website for afull list!carlguild.com

Alexa Paddock
845-590-9700

lexamg@yahoo.com

Jeanie Signor
860-841-3223 

jeanieddev@gmail.com

Michael Varni
860-335-7380

michael@harrs.com

Gladys Yeager
860-944-9772 

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.net

Cieara Yanaros
860-754-7048

ciearasellsct@gmail.com

David Cavanna
860-377-0655

realtordavidcavanna@yahoo.com

 

Deva Childs
860-796-7796

devachilds@gmail.com
 

Heather Duteau
 860-301-1941 

heatherduteau@gmail.com

Andrea Greene
860-508-1098 

andreagreene825@gmail.com

Joshua Guillemin
860-462-6338

houseswithjosh@gmail.com

Colin Mulryan
860-798-3260 

cmulryan.mm@gmail.com

Diane Nowak
860-690-5820 

Nowak.Diane@outlook.com
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We clean septic tanks all year long!
There is always someone

to answer your calls & questions

CALL NOW 860-267-6102

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
CLEANED THE SEPTIC TANK?

Suburban Sanitation Service

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
OR

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 2/9/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

$1000
 OFF any order of 

$6000 or more

Dine In or Take Out

DINE IN 
OPEN
NOW!

Happy New Year. 2023 Heat Pump Rebates, Tax Credits and 
Financing As Low As 0% Are Available Now!

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps, Ducts or No Ducts, No Problem.  Rebates and Tax Credits in 2023  
could save you up to 80% or more of the cost of your installation, reduce your use of fossil fuels, 

improve heating and cooling home comfort, and reduce your energy expenses. Call today or visit  
our Website or Ductless & Heat Pump Showroom in Portland to find out more.

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service
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TAG SALES

FOR SALE
SEASONED FIREWOOD- Cut, 
split and delivered. Prompt ser-
vice. $270 cord. Call Dennis 
860-208-5864

FIREWOOD: SEASONED/
SPLIT hard wood full cord 
$260. Half cord $160. Deliver 
included to local area. Quick 
Delivery. Call 860-633-5766.

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Citizen 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street) 860-633-
4691.

FOR SALE: Older King Size 
maple headboard great shape 
$75. 4 Gun Oak Locking wall 
mount gun rack w/ drawer $100.
6ft. chain link panels, various 
lengths. For pricing call 860-
295-9974

MOVING SALE: Saturday, 
2/4/2023 9am - Noon.  48 Ches-
terfield Rd, Amston, CT 06231. 
Ryobi Electric Riding Mower & 
Cart, Chain Saw, Dining Table & 
Chairs, Kitchen Table & Chairs, 
Desks, Dresser, and more! 
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SECOND BLESSINGS
THRIFT SHOP

Marlborough
Congregational Church

35 South Main Street

NOW OPEN 
for sales and donations
Closed Easter & Memorial weekends

Fridays ~ noon to 3 p.m.
Saturdays ~ 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

FOR SALE: ARIENS 2-STAGE 
DELUXE 28 MODEL #921022
28” WIDTH / B&S Engine / 
249cc Exc Cond / Starts on 1st 
Pull $550  / Photos Avail 860 
267 1508 Ask for Al

FOR SALE: Firewood  $240/
cord Call Troy Hall 860-338-
6283

FIREWOOD: Sold in 1 or 2 
cord. Split and seasoned. $270 
a cord. Cavanna Farms 860-
659-1856

FOR SALE:  High Performance 
Airless Paint Sprayer, Upright 
8 drawer tool chest on rollers. 
Plus a variety of tools. Call 860-
639-6553

PUPPY FOR SALE: Half Amer-
ican Bully and Half Pitbull, 10 
month old. All shots up to date, 
female, Serious Inquiries Only. 
$1300 or best offer. Call Kelly 
860-617-6539. 


