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Robotics Team Wins Big at District Championship

The Bacon Academy robotics team won big at the New England district champion-
ships earlier this month. Pictured are, back row, Tom Praisner, Cindy Praisner, Alan 
Mocksfield, John Spaulding, Nate Schulze, Seth Crampton, Julia Cavaliere, Logan 
Lammey, John Dalton, Chase Vendrillo, Charlie Rose, Alex Mauldin, Noah Auden, 
Sophie Melmed, Kevin Reas and Brian Reas; front row, Landon Vigil, Gabe Kruse, 
Eli Banks, Captain Brooke Rodgers, Robot Janky Sue, Callum Cuadro and Captain 
Sam Ringuette. Missing from photo: Abby Belding, Jason Belding, Mark Noniewicz, 
Brad Graham and Jack Spaulding.

By Michael Sinkewicz
The Bacon Academy team brought home two 

blue banners at the New England FIRST Robot-
ics District Championships earlier this month. 

The Robocats, otherwise known as Team 
1699, traveled to the Big E in Massachusetts to 
compete among nearly 100 other teams at the 
district championships. 

The 17 members of the Robocats squad came 
prepared. 

The team’s robot, Janky Sue, was selected to 
be a part of the First Alliance, basically the top 
seed in the competition. Along with Team 757 
and Team 176, the alliance won the Wilson Di-
vision before ultimately winning the final cham-
pionship in a dramatic three-match set. 

“It was a Cinderella story,” said Cindy Prais-
ner, one of the team’s four lead mentors. 

The Robocats were fortunate to be selected by 
the top alliance, and once they were there, the 
team took advantage of the opportunity.

During the final match, the atmosphere was 
similar to a major sporting event, like the Super 
Bowl, she said.

“It was very dramatic and very intense,” she 
expressed.

Due to the scoring system, some bystanders, 
including Praisner, were unsure who won the 
crucial tie-breaking match. Points are earned 
during the three-minute round, but then bonus 
points are allocated afterwards, creating a dra-
matic reveal.

Then, the final score was shown.
“We won,” Praisner exclaimed. “It was super 

exciting.”
YouTube videos show the fast-paced and 

thrilling action, along with the crowd reaction. 
It can be difficult to follow with so many ac-

tions taking place. Each match begins with a 

15-second autonomous period where the robots 
function on pre-programmed instructions and 
complete a series of tasks to earn points.

The next stage involves drivers taking control 
and scoring additional points. Some of the tasks 
include retrieving game pieces and docking the 
robot on a charge station.

For the Robocats, arriving at that moment 
was not an accident, but rather the product of 
hard work. In January, the exact game details are 
revealed to the entire FIRST Robotics Compe-

tition world community. A grueling 6-10 week 
building period begins, often requiring 20- to 
30-hour weeks for member students.

“We design and redesign,” Praisner explained. 
“It’s a lot of work and time.”

And there were setbacks, too. The robot was 
a little “janky” in the beginning, earning her 
name.

“She kept fighting us,” Praisner recalled.
The journey and the process is perhaps unlike 

other sports teams, though. The kids who take 

part in the club, which is sponsored and housed 
by the school, embark on a mission that instills 
numerous qualities. 

“They learn a lot more than just building,” 
she said. “There’s people skills, communication, 
teamwork, advocacy and leadership.”

Of course, science and technology lovers will 
thrive, as well, but the group’s leadership en-
courages all students of different backgrounds 
to participate.

“This is a really great program for kids who 
don’t necessarily fit in other places,” she said. 

Susie Milner’s son Alex Mauldin played a 
pivotal role on the team. He was the lead pro-
grammer and earlier this season, he won the au-
tonomous program award at the Western New 
England competition.

“It’s one of the best programs I’ve ever seen,” 
Milner said. “It really builds skills that classes 
can’t tap into. It inspires them to work harder.”

Milner explained that Alex, a junior, served 
as a student mentor to new team members. 
While the adults provide steady guidance and 
oversight, students are able to help onboard 
those just getting into robotics.

“That’s an unusual opportunity,” Milner ex-
pressed. “And it’s great.”

Beyond the teamwork with the members of 
your own squad, chemistry with your alliance is 
also important. The Robocats provided valuable 
input and knowledge that helped the other two 
teams collectively secure a victory.

“There’s just so much camaraderie and they 
never compete by themselves,” she said.

As a parent, Milner believes the robotics pro-
gram provided her son with a valuable oppor-
tunity, and perhaps some people are unaware of 
the benefits.

“I don’t know what I expected,” Milner said. 
“It wasn’t just math kids, it was anybody. It’s a 
cross section of students, which I thought was New Book Highlights Colchester’s War History

By Michael Sinkewicz
Over 150 years after the Civil War ended, a 

new book unearths fascinating details of Col-
chester’s involvement in the conflict.

Married couple Norman Dupuis and Irene 
Watson recently published The Men Connected 
to Colchester, Connecticut Who Served During 
the Civil War, which reveals a deeper commu-
nity tie to the war than previously known.

The book provides a sprawling outline of the 
war and post-war periods, including names of 
service members and extensive insight into the 
town’s involvement. Dupuis and Watson spent 
three years investigating state records, town 
meeting minutes, artifacts, cemeteries and 
newspaper clippings to give the reader an in-
depth breakdown.

Charts and pictures — plus some original 
shots — are seamlessly woven into each subsec-
tion. Watson and Dupuis, who said they went 
through 14 different drafts, crafted a book that’s 
both informative and digestible.

The Colchester Historical Society will sell 

copies for $20.
Overall, there were at least 280 men with con-

nections to Colchester who served in some ca-
pacity during the war.

“This is much bigger than us,” Dupuis said. 
“It’s a piece of history of this town and if I do 
this right, it’ll outlast me.”

For Watson, the hope is that people “realize 
there’s a lot more hidden history in our town 
than people knew.”

She expressed that in today’s political climate, 
some Americans suggest that a second Civil War 
is both necessary and imminent. This book, she 
explained, examines the local impact a major 
war has on the community — a cautionary tale. 

Watson said it lets readers “really go back and 
look at the Civil War and all the trauma people 
suffered.”

One of the lasting tributes to the war is locat-
ed on the Town Green. The Union Monument 
was erected in 1875 and represents those who 
died in the conflict. 

“The reason that monument is there is to 
show the anguish people suffered,” Dupuis said. 
“It’s a reminder of what we did.”

The monument, as explained in the book, is 
only the starting point for Colchester’s rich his-
tory. There are 44 names listed on the 16-foot 
statue and many details are missing.

Dupuis and Watson’s intrigue dates back sev-
eral years. In 2019, the pair published Stabbed in 
the Back: The Life of Civil War Private James Gil-
lispie, which was based on Dupuis’  great-great-
grandfather who lived in Massachusetts. About 
nine months later, he wondered, “How many 
people in Colchester served in the Civil War?”

For the next three years, the couple scoured 
the state for any war information linking back 
to Colchester. The town monument, they dis-
covered, “barely scratched the surface.” They 
visited six local cemeteries and documented any 
markers that were related to the war — some 
were not actually town residents when they ini-
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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
CLEANED YOUR SEPTIC TANK?

Suburban Sanitation Service
SPRING IS HERE! Call us today
and get your septic tank cleaned!

We are here to answer your calls and questions.

CALL NOW 860-267-6102

great. This is really where [Alex] found an ex-
pansive group of friends. I love to see that and 
it surprised me.”

 Bacon Academy’s Robocats was formed in 
2005 as a new STEM opportunity. Hundreds of 
hours go into designing and building a robot ca-
pable of winning a competition.

Praisner said that for about 15 years, a single 
mentor ran the program. Then during CO-
VID-19, Robotics, like many programs, shut 
down. Last year was a rebuilding period, and 

clearly the team has thrived under a new foun-
dation of volunteers and mentors. 

While the club does receive a small stipend 
from the school budget, it doesn’t come close to 
covering the total season expenses. 

Instead, the club relies on fundraising and 
sponsors, including Dominion Energy, Ray-
theon Technologies, ABB, Tsunami Tsolutions, 
Sunnstone Construction, InCord and the Lions 
Club.

However, even with the generous donations, 
it’s currently impossible to absorb all the poten-

tial expenses. The Robotics World Champion-
ship is in Houston, but the Robocats will not be 
attending due to lofty costs. Praisner said the to-
tal would’ve been somewhere between $25,000-
$35,000, which was unworkable.

Moving forward, the goal is to obtain enough 
funding to travel to the world event every four 
years, allowing each student to attend at least 
once.

Milner and other parents would cook crock-
pot dinners for the weekend club meetings. 

‘That’s the way we’re able to support it,” she 

said. 
As more sponsors sign on, and the team ex-

periences more success, hopefully the program 
continues to flourish.

“It’s great to see such an emphasis on teaching 
kids how to do something useful and be inter-
ested in STEM subjects,” Milner said. 

Prisoner expressed that the whole champion-
ship experience still seems a bit “surreal.”

“The team worked so hard,” she said. “They 
far exceeded their goals.”

$Robotics Team, cont. from page 1
Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story
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Correction
In a story last week on the proposed East 

Hampton town budget, Alannah Coshow 
was identified as the Board of Finance chair. 
This is incorrect; she is actually the vice chair.

The Rivereast regrets the error. 

Prudent Budgeting
To the Editor:

Rising inflation has had crippling effects 
on the taxpayers. With that in mind the East 
Hampton Board Finance felt it prudent to keep 
budget increases to a manageable level for resi-
dents.

I’m not optimistic about the economy and the 
ability of the taxpayers to weather this economic 
storm. We taxpayers are being forced to make 
difficult decisions and adjustments to our per-
sonal budgets. Every time we turn on a light, fill 
up the car or go to the store, we ask ourselves if 
this is a necessity. I feel in this economy where 
the dollar’s buying power has been eroded by 
inflation that it’s time for the Board of Educa-
tion as well as town department heads to ask 
themselves the same question. In these difficult 
times, it’s needs versus wants.

All facets of government, like taxpayers, need 
to make some difficult decisions and adjust-
ments. It shouldn’t be business as usual.

As a reminder, neither the Board of Finance 
nor the Town Council can tell the Board of Edu-
cation what falls under the needs and wants cat-
egories. That is solely their decision. The Board 

Ahead of the Curve
To the Editor:

On March 29, 2023, centralmaine.com re-
ported the State of Maine fears a collapse in the 
organic dairy sector. The article defends keep-
ing all the dairy farms afloat saying, “Not only 
are they the anchor of the state’s agricultural 
economy, but they keep hundreds of thousands 
of acres of farmland out of development and 
contribute to the beauty of the state, which is 
valued by residents and” tourists alike.

Likewise, the Raymond Brook Watershed 
contributes to Connecticut’s dairy industry 
right here in Hebron. This pristine property 
should be preserved for future farmers and 
residents. How do we convince Hebron’s Board 
of Selectman that saving this land is the right 
thing to do? As Maine loses farmland so, too, 
does Connecticut. Then what? Short-sighted 
development plans do little or nothing to pre-
serve our way of life. Moving away is no longer 
an option, after all, where is away?

Hebron’s recent town budget includes 

of Finance receives the education budget as one 
line item and can keep it the same, raise, or low-
er it. That leaves the question of exactly where to 
spend in the hands of the Board of Education.

There are more economic hardships in our 
future. Let’s do what we can to prepare.

Alannah Coshow – Middle Haddam
Note: Coshow is vice chair of the East Hamp-

ton Board of Finance, but is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 7

Who doesn’t love a good April Fool’s joke?
And, perhaps more sadistically, who doesn’t 

love seeing an April Fool’s joke fall flat?
Yes, April Fool’s Day was a few weeks ago, 

but I happened to be reading about it the oth-
er day, as I got curious about its origins – the 
short answer is “no one really knows,” which, 
dear reader, was a bit of a disappointment – 
and I came across a couple of amusing stories 
in USA Today and Reader’s Digest.

Over the years, plenty of companies have 
taken advantage of April Fool’s Day to have 
a little fun, and make announcements about 
new products that aren’t really real, or unveil 
corporate news that, well, isn’t true. Most of 
the time, these pranks go over well; folks look 
at the calendar, realize it’s a joke, have a laugh, 
and move on. Other times, though, the pranks 
aren’t received in the right way, and was meant 
to elicit a smile suddenly causes chaos.

And let’s be honest, that’s what you want to 
read about this week, right?

In 2018, Elon Musk celebrated April Fool’s 
Day by tweeting out that his company Tesla 
had gone bankrupt. He tried to be clear it 
was a joke – but, well, as anyone who’s been 
on Twitter in the last few months can tell you, 
Elon’s not all that funny. 

“Despite intense efforts to raise money, in-
cluding a last-ditch mass sale of Easter Eggs, 
we are sad to report that Tesla has gone com-
pletely and totally bankrupt,” he wrote. “So 
bankrupt, you can’t believe it.”

The prank backfired immediately, USA To-
day reported, causing Tesla’s stock to quickly 
drop 7%. 

Woops. Although these days, Elon may 
look back with fondness at a mere 7% stock 
drop. Over the course of 2022, Tesla stock lost 
an amazing 65% of its value.

Back in 1996, Taco Bell thought it would 

be the height of hilarity to take out full-page 
newspaper ads on April Fool’s Day announc-
ing it had bought the famous Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia and renamed it the “Taco Liberty 
Bell.” The purchase, the Mexican fast-food gi-
ant said, was to “help the national debt.”

Alas, despite the April 1 date on top of those 
newspaper ads, the prank was taken a little 
too seriously.

Proving their sense of humor was just as 
lacking in the 1990s as it is today, members 
of Congress called the National Park Service 
to confirm the deal was not real. The park ser-
vice then held an impromptu press conference 
to deny the deal, too, USA Today reported. Fi-
nally, perhaps with a little egg – and salsa – on 
its face, Taco Bell admitted the whole thing 
was a joke, and offered to donate $50,000 to-
wards the preservation of the Liberty Bell.

Interestingly, though, while at first the 
prank appeared to flop, it turns out it was quite 
the opposite. Between Congress flipping out 
and the park service holding a press confer-
ence, Taco Bell received free publicity galore – 
and sales nationwide increased $600,000 over 
what they were the week before.

Meanwhile, there was no such upside for 
the poor news producer at a Boston television 
station who, in 1980, marked April Fool’s Day 
by producing a television broadcast about a 
hill in Milton, Mass., that had begun oozing 
lava and spewing flames. According to Read-
er’s Digest, the station included fake warnings 
from then-president Jimmy Carter and used 
real footage from actual volcanic eruptions to 
imply the Massachusetts hill had fully erupt-
ed. 

A card that read “April Fool” ran at the end 
of the segment – but it was too late. Hundreds 
of panicked citizens phoned law enforcement. 

Bulletin Board
I was examining myself in the full-length mirror in our bathroom following a shower the 

other morning. “Didn’t I used to have hair on my legs?” I asked.
My wife looked up from where she was sorting through her extensive alchemy collection in 

search of some magic balm or eyeliner or something. “For God’s sake, put on a towel!” she said.
“Sorry,” I replied. “I wouldn’t want to spoil you for your next husband.”
“The only thing you’re spoiling is my breakfast,” she said.
“Ha! I see that gleam in your eye.”
“That’s a tear,” she corrected me.
Conceding the field, I said again, “Didn’t I used to have hair on my legs?”
“I don’t know,” she said. “You used to have hair on your head.”
“Yeah, but that’s my head. I never heard of somebody’s legs just going bald.”
“You were never the most hirsute person,” observed my in-house crossword puzzle champ.
“You mean hairy.”
“Yes. Hirsute.”
“Well, not like your brother-in-law, The Human Carpet, but I did used to have some hair on 

my legs.”
“Be nice.”
“I’m sorry. I can’t help it if the guy looks like Bigfoot’s love child when he takes his shirt off.”
“As opposed to a hairless rat.”
“Maybe it’s a hormonal thing,” I speculated, examining a nearly hairless calf.
“I don’t know, honey. What’s the difference, anyway?”
“Maybe my jeans just wore it all off as I was walking around.”
“I don’t think walking back and forth from the couch to the refrigerator is going to have a 

significant impact on the hair on your legs.”
“You know,” I said, “life is one big mystery. It’s just too damn confusing.”
She couldn’t help herself. “How so?” she asked, daubing some potion on her cheek and study-

ing the result in the mirror over the sink.
“Well, here I am suddenly with no hair on my head and no hair on my legs and yet I’ve got a 

damn forest sprouting out of my nose and ears.”
“Maybe you’re not eating enough cauliflower.”
“Does cauliflower encourage hair growth?”
“I have no idea.”
“I hate cauliflower.”
“I know.”
“I’d rather go through life completely hairless than eat cauliflower.”
“Well, if that’s the case, you seem to be well on your way.”
“It’s age,” I said. “Where did the time go? One minute I’ve got hair on my legs and I don’t have 

any trouble getting my socks on in the morning and the next thing you know, I can’t bend over 
and I’ve got hair growing out of my nose.”

“I think you’ve gotten shorter, too,” she observed.
“Oh, thanks a bunch.”
“Just sayin’.”
“Maybe I’ll feel more optimistic about things once I put some clothes on,” I said.
“I know I will,” she remarked.
 Jim Hallas

Poor Unfortunate Souls… Center School students Sophie Roy and Kayla Engel-
hardt play minions Flotsam and Jetsam to the scheming Ursula, portrayed by Alexa 
Colwell, in the school’s upcoming production of The Little Mermaid Jr., based on 
the classic Disney film. Read more about the play on page X.
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Bookends
To the Editor:

For Brendan Saunders, a friend:
Bookends. So necessary to maintain order 

and appearance. Life too has bookends. Dawn, 
dusk, a frame defining a day’s light hours and 
dark hours too depending on one’s perspective.

Bookends can be audio too. The song of the 
birds define the morning and peepers signal the 
oncoming dark. From emerging bud to with-
ered blossom, another bookend, time is spent 

Time for Town Manager?
To the Editor:

After reading many letters and articles in 
your Rivereast News Bulletin of late regarding 
Colchester’s first selectman, I would hope by 
now that our first selectman could and should 
do a better job prior to our next election. Maybe 
it’s time for a Town Manager for Colchester!

Sincerely,
Steven A. Schuster – Colchester

Lifetime Resident and Republican

Become Educated
To the Editor:

Again, another group of letters from the same 
people stating the same things. All of their con-
cerns have been addressed multiple times. On 
the Town of Hebron’s website, there are pages 
of information with questions and the corre-
sponding answers. I would also suggest contact-
ing the Chatham Health District and finding 
out for yourselves the instances of salt pollution 
in the district and how many years ago and the 
cause of the pollution. Also I would suggest that 
you spend a few minutes and go down to the 
Public Works garage and look for yourself, the 
work environment. Also ask how much equip-
ment is stored off site due to lack of space. If you 
are able to speak to the director or the foreman, 
maybe you want to educate yourself on the mul-
titude of laws, both state and federal, that have 

Biden-Biased Media
To the Editor:

How quickly the Biden-biased media trained 
their investigatory swords on Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas when they sniffed out 
perceived irregularities in his relationship with 
a wealthy acquaintance.

The same Biden-biased media has yet to draw 
a single sword to investigate the Biden family’s 
financial ties to China that smell to high heavens 
and are perhaps influencing policy decisions.

Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

$245,000 for architectural plans for the Public 
Works. How do we make sure those plans are 
for Old Colchester Road and not for our be-
loved watershed in Hebron Center? What more 
can we do but vote the budget down? Then 
what? Attend more meetings? Probably.

Residents of Hebron should be proud of the 
wisdom demonstrated by previous generations. 
Their efforts to protect the town’s future, by 
purchasing open land began in the 1960’s, even 
though the Town was not flush with cash. These 
efforts have buffered Hebron from the ravishes 
of “Reganomic” type changes. Unlike develop-
ments for shopping, housing or municipali-
ties, open land costs the Town little or nothing. 
These green spaces have attracted those who en-
joy a rural lifestyle. Land, like the RBWatershed, 
offers farmers room to expand. Successful land 
conservation is something we must continue to 
pursue. #save17.

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

changed over the years concerning vehicles, the 
environment, work site conditions, to name 
some areas. 

Become educated. Base your opinions based 
on facts and on research done by professionals 
who are currently active in their fields. There 
will soon be a questionnaire. The results will 
help determine the direction of the project.

Thank you, 
Daniel Larson – Amston

Note: Larson is chair of the Hebron Board of 
Selectmen, but said he is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

See Letters, page 6
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Insulated Windows?
CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to 
myglasspane@gmail.com and
get info and a ballpark price.
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!

showing off one’s best. What lays between the 
two? Time. An element which is defined by 
numbers but oft measures and includes events, 
many or few. A lifespan has bookends. It is mea-
surable by what we do or have done and how we 
spend our time. Our dawns and our dusks. Not 
defined by peepers and bird songs by the full-
ness we insert into our days.

Bookends. An ordinary set of simple devices 
which help keep order. A beginning point and 
an end.

Brendan, your life was cut short. You filled 
the days of those who knew you with love, 
praise and a positive outlook. A true motivator 
and you made the non-believer believe in doing 
one’s best whenever, however for whatever. You 
are sorely missed, my friend.

Your bookends have helped define mine and 
to you I shall be forever grateful.

Alison Walck – East Hampton

What Have We Come To?
Dear Concerned Citizens of Colchester:

What have our town politics come to? It 
seems we cannot have civil discussions about 
the best interests of our town, and our needs 
as a community. These decisions should not 
have become the politicized spectacle they have 
been. The only board that seems to be function-
ing despite partisan lines is the Board of Educa-
tion. They have been a united front, regardless 
of party affiliation, in advocating in the best in-
terests of Colchester’s children. 

As a citizen, I have attended all of the BOF 
and BOE meetings this year, and have been 

Walk, Talk, Cut
To the Editor,

This weekend, the Hebron Pollinator Pathway 
is sponsoring a wonderful event to help people 
learn how to identify and manage invasive 
plants to our Connecticut ecosystem. Invasive 
plants do not support our local biodiversity, do 
not provide food resources to our native birds 
and pollinators and crowd out our native plant 
species. Invasives grow fast, quickly overtak-
ing our landscape, yards and native woodlands. 
Bittersweet, Autumn Olive, Purple Loosestrife, 
Multi- Flora rose, Mugwort, Japanese Knot-
weed and many other invasives are dramatically 
changing our ecosystem. Butterflies, moths, 
bees and songbirds are all in decline and for 
these insects and birds to thrive, they need na-
tive plants. 

During our event (Sat. 10am-noon at Kinney 
Road entrance to Raymond Brook Preserve in 
Hebron), Rose Hiskes, a volunteer from the Ct. 
Invasive Plant Working Group will guide us as 
we identify common invasives and learn how 
to control them. Bring your garden tools as we 
will also remove invasives to make way for na-
tive alternatives. Information regarding how to 
identify and manage invasives will be provided. 
Space is limited so please register at HebronPol-
linatorPathway@gmail.com or sinkezmichele@
gmail.com. 

Candace O’Shea – Hebron

Send Clear Message
to Belltown Council

To the Editor:
On Tuesday, April 25, the East Hampton 

Town Council has a chance to fix some terrible 
decisions by the Republican-dominated Board 
of Finance by sending the proposed budget back 
for additional funding.

Last week, Superintendent of Schools Paul 
Smith made the stakes clear regarding the ed-
ucation budget. When the Board of Finance 
chopped almost $800,000, the worst was feared. 
And the axe is falling hard: at least five teachers 
across the district, a part-time math specialist, 
and any semblance of new programs or increase 
for classroom supplies.

And then there’s the mental health impact. 
The reduction will also result in the elimination 
of one-day per week elementary psychologist, 
not to mention elementary class sizes of at least 
24 students. The strain on educators trying to 
teach and focus on the various and important 
needs of all these children is going to be un-
imaginable. Students already in danger of fall-
ing behind are going to lose out on individual-

Clumsy Apology
To the Editor:

In a rather clumsy attempt to apologize for 
Donald Trump, Ed Kozlowski peddled false 
equivalencies between Trump’s crimes and the 
misdeeds of former elected Democrats. Despite 
his referring to the Democratic Party as “mor-
ally destitute” and “hypocritical,” the glaring 
contradiction in this sophomoric conclusion is 
that Democrats actually held their elected offi-
cials accountable.

The difference today is that Republicans 
didn’t hold Trump accountable when he alleg-
edly committed campaign finance crimes after 
paying hush money to a porn star.

And because they didn’t hold him account-
able for campaign finance crimes, Trump alleg-
edly solicited Russian interference in the 2016 
election. And because Republicans refused to 
hold him accountable for soliciting Russian in-
terference, he was able to allegedly commit ten 
obstruction of justice felonies as documented by 
Robert Mueller. And because they didn’t hold 
him accountable for those ten felonies, Trump 
was able to allegedly bribe and extort President 
Zeleneski. And because Republicans refused to 
hold him accountable for extorting Zelenski, 
Trump allegedly tampered with witness Ambas-
sador Yavonitch. And because they also didn’t 
hold him accountable for witness tampering, 
Trump was allegedly able to obstruct congres-
sional proceedings for an impeachment hear-
ing. And because they didn’t hold him account-
able for obstruction, Trump allegedly tried to 
steal votes in the Georgia election. And because 

Angertainment
To the Editor:

“There is no individual alive who has done 
more to divide America than Rupert Murdoch.” 
Former Australian prime minister Malcolm 
Turnbull denounces Murdoch’s corrosive influ-
ence on U.S. democracy. He accurately describes 
Fox as angertainment. Fox’s modus operandi is 
to keep their audience outraged and engaged.

Tucker Carlson, Sean Hannity, Laura Ingra-
ham, and Rupert Murdoch are all expected to be 
questioned on the witness stand in Dominion’s 
$1.6B defamation suit against Fox News, which 
began on April 18th. Fox knowingly pushed 
false conspiracy theories in order to retain their 
viewers. Dominion did not settle their case with 
Fox. This is more than just a lawsuit. It’s about 
holding Fox accountable for the hateful rhetoric 
they spew along with their lies and misinforma-
tion. 

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough
Editor’s Note: The Dominion-Fox News law-

suit was settled Tuesday afternoon, after the 
deadline for the newspaper. 

What Will it Take?
To the Editor:

“On the Fourth of July, we gather in a park in 
downtown Jackson to hear music and watch the 
fireworks. Earlier in the day, a 21-year-old man 
shot dozens of people from a rooftop in High-
land Park, Ill., killing seven. 

Later, Kyle (his wife) and I compare notes: 
how we both noticed the same open window in 
a nearby building. How we both had a plan for 
where we would go with the kids if a gunman – 
no, let’s call him what he is: a terrorist – opened 
fire on the crowd. The next day, I tell my son 
the story of the shooting; he asks what we’re go-
ing to do about it – we the surviving Americans. 
We’re going to buy more guns, I tell him.” Noah 
Hawley, “The Myth of the Frontier Won’t Die” 
from the Jan/Feb issue of The Atlantic.

Louisville twice. Alabama. A 16-year-old 
knocks on the wrong door and is shot by the 
homeowner. Police show up to the wrong ad-
dress on a domestic violence call and the home-
owner comes to the door with a gun and gets 
shot by police.

Is this where we are? Thinking that bullets are 
coming for me and those around me from that 
open window? That I/we have to worry about 
going somewhere and getting shot. Can some-
one please explain to me when I’m supposed 
to feel/be safer? I don’t like hearing my wife say 
how afraid she is to go somewhere, I don’t like 
her saying sooner or later we’ll know someone 
that gets shot and killed. What is it going to 
take? What are we going to do about it? 

Respectfully submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover 

dismayed, not only by certain members of the 
BOF, but also by a few community members. 
The negativity, toxicity, and blatant disrespect 
has been shameful to witness. I have been dis-
heartened by the hostility demonstrated by cer-
tain elected officials throughout the process this 
year. They were elected to represent our inter-
ests and our town with professionalism. That is 
not what I’ve witnessed by several members of 
the BOF, including the chair. I am a proud Col-
chester resident, but I have been disappointed 
and embarrassed by these behaviors that have 
negatively impacted the reputation of our com-
munity. 

Make no doubt that I have been a steadfast 
supporter of this budget, including the sub-
stantial increase. I recognize the sources of the 
increase, and that we can no longer prolong 
the inevitable, considering the minimal to 0% 
increases over last 10 years. We need to contin-
ue to attract young families, small businesses, 
etc., to our beautiful town to increase our tax 
base. If we can’t unite and collaborate together 
in the best interest for the future of our town 
and schools, we will no doubt experience a mass 
exodus. I don’t even want to imagine those long 
term consequences. 

Sincerely,
Erin Kaiser – Colchester

Note: Kaiser is a Board of Education employee, 
but said she is speaking as a resident of Colchester.

they didn’t hold him accountable for stealing 
votes, he maliciously declared election fraud. 
And because Republicans refused to hold him 
accountable for all the grotesque deceptions 
which have corroded our democracy, he is now 
being charged with 34 felony counts. 

The truth is the Republican Party is morally 
bankrupt, dripping in hypocrisy and soaked 
in grievance. They never cared when Trump 
mocked a disabled reporter, bragged about sex-
ual assault, incited an insurrection, tried to steal 
votes, or hosted an actual Nazi at his country 
club. The only thing they actually do care about 
is winning at all costs.

Joe Stevens – Hebron

ized instruction and feel more isolated. On top 
of that, a mental health professional who might 
be able to help is being taken away.

The Town Council has the power to send the 
budget back and ask the Board of Finance to 
restore the funding request, along with cuts to 
the town side. Then, the Council can send the 
full spending plans to referendum and let East 
Hampton decide if they are exorbitant.

Conventional wisdom and party alignment 
tells us not to hold our collective breaths. How-
ever, an overwhelming message of support for 
our schools, public safety, library, and seniors 
would be difficult for even the most stubborn 
councilors to ignore.

Hopefully, the community rallies and puts 
the necessary pressure on the Council to do the 
right thing. Tuesday, April 25, Town Hall Coun-
cil Chambers. Now is the time to speak up.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton

Mi$placed Prioritie$
To the Editor,

Tuesday night was the public hearing for 
Hebron’s Board of Finance budget proposal for 
2023-24. Unfortunately, there are several sig-
nificant issues with the budget as it is proposed. 
Included is a 24.77% increase to the Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP) section of the bud-
get. This irresponsibly massive increase includes 
$245,000 for the design plans for a new Public 
Works facility. This unreasonable expense is for 
design plans created by BL Companies specifi-
cally for the Horton Property / Kinney Road in 
Hebron Center. However, the location of Public 
Works has not been resolved. Environmental, 
historic and economic considerations confirm 
an upgrade at Old Colchester Road should be 
the leading option. On Sept. 16, 2022, John 
Cole, the union representative for Hebron’s 
Public Works employees, clearly stated, “I don’t 
need them to build a new building. I want them 
to fix what they have.” If the union and the em-
ployees are seeking repairs to the current facil-
ity, why is the Town creating needless expense 
for designs in a location it may not even use?

As you may also know, the education budget 
is under great pressure and the BOE is seeking a 
6% increase of $739,274 and the RHAM Assess 
is a 10.1% increase of $1,376,260. This money is 
needed for education and already reduced from 

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

NOW SERVICING & INSTALLING
A/C SYSTEMS!

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT3-16-23

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
The producer who cooked up the whole idea, 
meanwhile, was fired for failing to exercise 
“good news judgment” and breaching FCC 
regulations, Reader’s Digest reported.

Then there’s the April Fool’s Day 2016 in-
cident that Google I’m sure still regrets. Ac-
cording to Reader’s Digest, Google added a 
“mic drop” button to its email program that 
day. When clicked, it sent a GIF to the recipi-
ents of the outgoing email – and also literally 
disabled replies, thereby shutting down the 
conversation, just like, well, a mic drop. 

What might’ve been a cute gag turned into 

a real problem when Google in its infinite wis-
dom decided to place the “mic-drop” button 
right next to the “send” button. This, Reader’s 
Digest reported, led many people to acciden-
tally “mic-drop” folks they were emailing – 
including bosses and clients. One person even 
reported being fired due to the prank. 

Google ultimately disabled the “mic drop” 
button before April 1 was over, but the dam-
age had been done.

* * *
See you next week.

Just Say No, Hebron
To the Editor:

Hebron’s town government, insiders, consul-
tants, developers and their minions have ex-
pensive and ill-considered plans for taxpayers. 
First, they want to build an unneeded $20M+ 
public works complex in the town center. Then, 
town records show they are planning to build a 
$50M+ (my estimate, probably low) municipal 
complex to include a new town hall, police sta-
tion and fire station. They intend to extend the 
sewers, build roads and develop the pristine, 55-
acre, town-owned Horton property. There isn’t 
enough groundwater, so they propose to build 
a pipeline from Amston Lake to the town cen-
ter. All to be paid for by us. Essentially, Hebron 
taxpayers are being required to pay for projects 
that will ruin our town. How wrong is that?

To support construction of these unneeded 
municipal buildings, there will be steep tax in-
creases – not just the unacceptable increase in 
this town budget. Money for seniors, education, 

Morality Police
To the Editor:

Do you live a heteronormative lifestyle? 
Are you a believer in the Constitution and the 

inalienable, God given rights embodied in our 
Bill of Rights? 

Do you think biological males shouldn’t be 
allowed to compete in women’s sports? 

Do you object to children being taught adult 
subject matter, sexual orientations & gender 
identities in kindergarten? 

Do you think rampant levels of illegal immi-
gration will eventually erode our national sov-
ereignty?

Do you consider the Second Amendment as 
important as the First Amendment? 

Biden
To the Editor:

On Sept. 11, 2001, al-Qaeda terrorists at-
tacked America, killing thousands. Among 
the terrorists, 15 were Saudi Arabians. As U.S. 
President, Biden bargained unsuccessfully with 
the Saudis to increase their oil production to as-
suage his own domestic energy policy incom-
petence…after previously calling Saudi Arabia 
a “pariah.” His threat of “serious consequences” 
for Saudi Arabia as a result of this failure have 
never materialized. The U.S. and Saudi Arabia 
have always been tight for political and financial 
reasons, and the success of that relationship is 
predicated significantly on the capability of the 

the proposed 14.5% increase. In addition to a 
lack of education funding, the contribution to 
the Open Space Acquisition fund is being cut by 
an astonishing 80%, from $125,000 to a meager 
$25,000. This is simply unacceptable.

If the Town of Hebron does not reconcile its 
priorities, abandon unnecessary Public Works 
construction, support education and restore 
funding to Open Space, I urge Hebron’s resi-
dents to reject the proposed budget at the May 
2 referendum. For more information please visit 
Save Hebron Center on Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

and other priorities will dry up. And, despite 
conventional wisdom, commercial develop-
ment, with additional infrastructure costs and 
increased crime rates, doesn’t decrease taxes 
(see Glastonbury, Canton and other towns).

We have an opportunity to stop this madness 
on May 2. As a harbinger of gold-plated projects 
to come, $245K is slotted for a workplan for the 
$20M+ PW complex in the town CIP budget. 
($245K for a report? That buys a house!) This 
workplan is Hebron’s gateway to a cascade of ca-
lamitous developments. It’s time to just say no. 
If you want to stop construction of public works 
in the town center, vote no on the Hebron CIP 
budget. If you don’t want them to suck Amston 
Lake dry, vote no. If you want reasonable taxes, 
vote no. If you want Hebron to stay rural and 
safe, vote no. 

Just say no on May 2.
John Collins – Amston

Are you a person who believes that elective 
abortion is not a form of birth control but actu-
ally the untimely ending of a growing human’s 
life? 

Do you attend Christian religious services 
and/or have a belief in an external creator?

Are you a person who disagrees with one-
size-fits-all medical mandates? 

Do you prefer mean tweets/booming econo-
my to political correctness/global depression? 

Have you ever “questioned The Science”?
If you answered yes to any of these questions 

then you most likely are suffering from a cri-
sis of morality. If you don’t agree wholeheart-
edly with the talking points of the DNC, “The 
Squad,” the UN, or the IPCC there is a good 
chance you’re actually an amoral deviant bent 
on the destruction of our “New Normal” in the 
reimagined, new world order USSA...and you 
probably didnt even know it! 

Luckily for you, the MSM and government 
school system are constantly reinforcing ac-
ceptable narratives of the day, squashing any 
kind of dissenting, and potentially dangerous, 
viewpoints. In the near future, we will hope-
fully establish proper reeducation camps for 
those either unwilling or to old to conform. 
In this battle for the “Soul of America,” please 
don’t remain apathetic. This isn’t a Republican 
or Democratic issue...it’s an issue of morality...
and you either have it or you don’t. 

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

sitting U.S. President to tie his own shoes. Hous-
ton, we have a problem…

As VP, Biden facilitated Hunter’s use of Air 
Force 2 as a taxi service for “business” meet-
ings to countries with questionable government 
policies and intent. Considering that Hunter’s 
idea of multitasking is lighting a crack pipe and 
operating the camera on his iPhone simultane-
ously, a reasonable person might be skeptical 
regarding the motives behind the appointment 
of such a multi-tasker to a lucrative director-
ship of a Ukrainian energy company. As VP, 
papa Joe also threatened the hold-up of $1.6B 
in aid to Ukraine – perhaps because he wanted 
a certain investigation into this energy company 
was quashed. Lo and behold…done! And now, 
Biden is pumping billions into that same coun-
try as it is slowly dismantled into a rock quarry. 
And there is something fishy about Hunter’s 
painting hobby. Who’s actually buying these 
paintings? I think we know.

And recently Clarence Thomas has come un-
der fire for his relationship with a billionaire. 
Really? Has anyone looked into Pelosi, Schum-
er, Feinstein, and Warren? Actual policy mak-
ers? Do you not understand politics?

Forget about Clarence Thomas…
If only someone could have warned us about 

Bill Clinton. There are more than a few women 
who would have appreciated it.

Happy trails,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Sign up for Spring & Fall
to receive a 20% discount!
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

CIT3-16-23

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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BBQ Brunch
This Saturday 11am-2pm

Our regular menu will be 
available as well!

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE4-21-23

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials

47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

$495 & up

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 4/21 “Robert J” Prime Rib Dinner

Friday, 4/28 “Rough Draft” opening for “Who Asked Lisa”
Friday, 5/5 “No Shame”

Spring Concert with
Yale Whiffenpoofs

AHM Youth and Family Services will wel-
come the Yale Whiffenpoofs as the performer 
for this year’s Spring Concert on Saturday, May 
20, at 25 Pendleton Drive, Hebron. The concert 
begins at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $45/person, and a Livestream 
ticket link will also be available for $25. Pro-
ceeds benefit AHM. For tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities, visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-
events/spring-concert. 

Graduation Lawn Signs
Parents and friends of RHAM High School 

Class of 2023 seniors are invited to purchase 
graduation lawn signs. 

Online orders will be accepted through 
Thursday, April 27, at 5 p.m., via the AHM Proj-
ect Graduation webpage, at ahmyouth.org/fun-
draisers-events/project-graduation. Signs cost 
$20 each. To order more than one sign, choose 
the “add-on” feature. 

Orders will be available for pick-up at AHM 
Youth & Family Services on Wednesday, April 
26, from 2-3:45 p.m. Lawn sign sales are an an-
nual fundraiser for Project Graduation. 

Comments or questions should be directed 
to Jenn Boehler 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jen-
niferb@ahmyouth.org.

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM

CAPSTONE EYEGLASSES DRIVE 
– I’m Morgan Sundell, a junior at PHS. 
For my capstone, I’ve organized an 
eyeglasses drive. Donations will go 
to Portland Lions Club. Boxes can be 
found at Adams, Bud’s, Mellili’s, and 
Inner Circle through 5/14/23.
For more information on advertising your 

“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.

Grant Could Save Thousands of Tax Dollars 
By Michael Sinkewicz

RHAM Superintendent of Schools Colin Mc-
Namara shared more information regarding 
the state grant the district received earlier this 
month.

RHAM High School is slated to receive 
$412,317 through the HVAC Indoor Air Qual-
ity Grants Program for Public Schools to im-
prove air filtration and quality. The allotment 
is part of a $56 million grant release to schools 
across the state by the governor’s office.

Specifically, RHAM will receive $249,424 for 
school HVAC upgrades and $162,894 for locker 
room HVAC upgrades.

The funds can be utilized for replacing, up-
grading or repairing boilers and other heating/
ventilation components, replacing controls and 
technology systems for HVAC operations, in-
stalling or upgrading air conditioning or venti-
lation systems, or other work approved by the 
Department of Administrative Services.

“It was a great little surprise right before 
spring break,” McNamara told the Rivereast this 
week.

The district took the time to apply and there 
were basically two different avenues to con-
sider, he said. The grant could cover half the 

costs of new projects that are scheduled to take 
place. However, the stipulations meant that the 
school had to have “shovels in the ground,” he 
explained, and the district wasn’t ready for that 
type of “quick turnover.”

Instead, the second option became more real-
istic, which was for the district to be reimbursed 
for prior project expenses.

While McNamara is still new to the district, 
his team of administrators was able to identify 
two projects that fell within the required win-
dow for the grant. 

“I said, ‘let’s give this a shot,’” McNamara re-
called.

Eva Gallupe, RHAM’s business manager, was 
one of the people who ensured that the process 
was followed correctly and that the proper in-
formation or “evidence” was provided to the 
state.

When the news arrived this month, McNa-
mara was “thrilled.”

The good news was shared with the district, 
including the regional school board.

Chairman Michael Morris expressed that the 
grant represented a “significant gain.”

Still, there are lingering questions regarding 
how much of the grant will be received. 

McNamara said Wednesday he has “every ex-
pectation” the school district will receive the full 
amount.

“There’s just some things we need to do to get 
the full reimbursement,” he said. “In some cases, 
there’s a lot of red tape. You have to provide the 
state with all of the documentation that the jobs 
were completed and the money was spent.”

 Looking ahead, regardless of the exact fig-
ure, there could be a potential budget impact. 
The grant won’t impact the bottom line of the 
2023-24 school budget proposal – that figure 
is already set and slated to go before voters at a 
May 2 referendum – but could have a noticeable 
effect on a future spending package. 

McNamara expressed that RHAM is known 
for being a “beautiful facility,” but aspects such 
as the HVAC systems are getting towards the 
end of their anticipated shelve lives. Over the 
next few years, the district may start to address 
those issues before they escalate into larger, 
more expensive concerns.

“This money could aid that,” he said.
While the grant is covering previous projects, 

it offsets future costs.
“It has the potential to save us $412,000 of 

taxpayer money,” he stated. “We would’ve need-
ed to spend it on other HVAC projects.”

Now, the district is able to reinvest in its fu-
ture, he added. 

ISO Musicians and
Vocalists of All Ages

AHM Youth & Family Services is hosting the 
fourth annual Tip a Musician Fundraiser on 
Saturday, June 3, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at The 
Flour Girl Cafe/Bakery. AHM is in search of 
musicians and vocalists of all ages, genres, and 
experience levels to perform. 

Performers donate all tips to RHAM High 
School’s Project Graduation event which is co-
ordinated by AHM. 

If interested in performing, complete the ap-
plication at tinyurl.com/4zn464ma.

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler 
at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org.

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

SOMETHING TO USE
MONDAY OR TUESDAY, 

YOU CHOOSE

SADLER’S
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PATIO SEASON IS COMING SOON!
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The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
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$50 Dinner Bill
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College Scholarships Available
AHM Youth and Family Services is accepting 

scholarship applications from Andover, Hebron, 
and Marlborough students who are planning to 
attend college in the fall. The scholarships are:

The Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Erin 
Garvie, who passed away in 1998 during her se-
nior year at RHAM. Over the years, this college 
scholarship has been awarded to RHAM High 
School students who participate in high school 
athletics.

The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Paige 
Houston, who was entering her senior year as 
an honors student at RHAM in 2013 when she 

passed away. Houston was active in cheerlead-
ing with the RHAM Youth Football and Cheer-
leading organization, and had planned on pur-
suing a career in early education. 

The William Stelzner Memorial Scholar-
ship: This scholarship was created in memory 
of William “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 
2016. Each year a college scholarship is awarded 
to a RHAM High School graduate who plans to 
attend a two-year college and has volunteered in 
the community.

Each of the AHM scholarships are needs-
based. Application deadline is May 15. Find 
the online application at ahmyouth.org/college-
scholarship-application.

Anchor Lodge
Scholarships Available

Anchor Lodge of East Hampton will offer two 
$1,000 scholarships for graduating seniors who 
are furthering their education in a trade includ-
ing arts, environmental science, carpentry, culi-
nary, and wildlife management. 

The applicant must be a graduating senior 
from East Hampton High School, RHAM High 
School, Nathan Hale Ray High School, VoAg 
Program at Middletown High School or Vinal 
Technical High School. Applications are avail-
able at the schools’ guidance office.

Applications must be submitted before April 
30 to Anchor Lodge Scholarship Committee, 
P.O. Box 112, East Hampton, CT 06424. 

National Take-Back Day
AHM Youth & Family Services’ Coalition for 

a Healthy & Empowered Community (CHEC), 
in partnership with the Connecticut State Po-
lice, is hosting local sites for National Take-Back 
Day on Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at RHAM High School (85 Wall St., Hebron) 
and across from Marlborough Town Hall (26 
North Main St., Marlborough). 

Medications should be in original container 
with name crossed off; please, no sharps. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler at 
jenniferb@ahmyouth.org or 860-228-9488 ext. 22.

‘Simply Soy’ Candle Fundraiser 
As a RHAM High School Project Gradua-

tion fundraiser, Simply Soy limited-edition 
“Class of 2023” candles can now be ordered 
online through Friday, May 12, at 5 p.m., via 
ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/project-
graduation. 

The candle scent is Day at the Spa, which 
is lemongrass with a touch of sugarcane. 
Those purchasing have the choice of two la-
bels: “CONGRATULATIONS! RHAM High 

School ‘Class of 2023’” or “CONGRATULA-
TIONS! ‘Class of 2023.’” Two sizes are avail-
able: 25 ounces and 16 ounces. 

Candles will be ready for pick-up mid-May 
at AHM Youth & Family Services, or you may 
opt to ship anywhere in the U.S. for an addi-
tional fee. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler 
at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org.

Alumni Benefit Event for Scholarships, Project Grad
There will be an alumni benefit event for 

RHAM scholarships and Project Graduation at 
Blackledge Country Club on Saturday, May 13, 
at 6 p.m., with music by the band NightShift!

This event is hosted by RHAM Alumni, with 
the proceeds to provide scholarships to RHAM 
seniors and to benefit RHAM Project Gradua-
tion.

Tickets are $25 per person. Blackledge Coun-
try Club will serve flatbreads, pastas and snacks, 
and a cash bar also will also be available. There 
will be a raffle of many great items. 

A limited number of tickets will be sold, all in 
advance, and none will be available at the door.  
Tickets can be purchased by cash or check only.

Checks should be made out to RHAM Alum-
ni.   

Further information and tickets are available 
from committee members Bob at 860-558-5823 
or 860-228-3388; Lynn at 860-416-1575; or 
John at 860-295-8484.

Pitching In… RHAM High School lacrosse boys and girls volunteered over their 
Spring Break at Camp Hemlocks in Amston, helping to spruce up the 100-acre prop-
erty ahead of the summer camp season.

George Seely Memorial Scholarship
Anchor Lodge No. 112 is offering the 

George Seely Memorial Scholarship, a $1,000 
scholarship available to graduating students 
of East Hampton High School or RHAM 
High School. 

The scholarship will be awarded to a stu-
dent who will further their education in tech-
nical, military or academic fields of study.

Applicants will be judged on a 300- to 400-
word essay, expressing their personal thoughts 
on the subject of patriotism. The essay may be 
based on history, world affairs or personal ex-
periences. Mail completed application and es-
say before April 30 to Anchor Lodge, Scholar-
ship Committee, P.O. Box 112, East Hampton, 
CT 06424.

Former RHAM Standout Wins Prestigious Award

Anna Barry (right) and Eastern Connecticut State University women’s basketball 
coach Denise Bierly (left) are shown here after Barry won the Bonnie J. Edmondson 
Female Sportsperson of the Year. Barry, a 2018 graduate of RHAM High School, is a 
two-sport athlete at Eastern, excelling at both volleyball and basketball.

By Josh Howard
Anna Barry, a 2018 graduate of RHAM High 

School, was selected as Eastern Connecticut 
State University’s Bonnie J. Edmondson Female 
Sportsperson of the Year.

Barry said the honor was a complete surprise 
and recalled her heart racing and hands shaking 
from the nerves of being named the recipient at 
the school’s athletic award ceremony on April 
16. 

“Conference awards are nice, but these are the 
people that I see every single day and they know 
me better as a person, so I think getting an 
award from Eastern means more to me,” Barry 
said of the recognition. 

The annual award is named after Bonnie Ed-
mondson, a former two-sport athlete that ex-
celled in both track and field and basketball at 
Eastern Connecticut State University. Edmond-
son is a two-time All-American and a member 
of the school’s Hall of Fame.

Each year, a student-athlete at Eastern who 
reflects Edmondson’s qualities of sportsman-
ship, teamwork, spirit and fair play is honored.

Like Edmondson, Barry is a multi-sport 
standout at the university, playing both volley-
ball and basketball at the school since 2018. 

ECSU women’s basketball coach Denise Bi-
erly said Barry encompasses everything the 
award stands for, saying the recognition was 
“well-deserved.”

“It’s not just about how great you are as an ath-
lete, but it’s about how you are as a student and 
as a leader,” stated Bierly, who has been coach-
ing at Eastern for nearly three decades. “[Anna] 
has always been about the team first and how we 
could be successful. She didn’t care if she scored 
two points and we won or she scored 42 and we 
won, she just wanted the team to win.”  

Following all-state selections in both volley-
ball and basketball during her senior season at 
RHAM, Barry had multiple collegiate offers be-
fore opting to stay in Connecticut and play both 
sports for the Warriors in Willimantic. 

Barry called choosing Eastern “probably the 
greatest decision I’ve ever made.”

“The school is fantastic and I couldn’t picture 
myself at any other school,” added Barry, who 
said the location of the campus has allowed 
family and friends to continue to watch her play. 
“It’s been a very rewarding experience for sure.”

At Eastern, Barry expanded her game in both 
sports, continuing to thrive on the volleyball 
courts in the fall and basketball courts in the 
winter. 

In March, she wrapped up her athletic career 
at Eastern, playing out her final basketball sea-
son where she finished as the school’s all-time 
leader in both total blocks (260) and blocks per 
game (2.4). She also finished as the program’s 
fourth all-time leading scorer with 1,446 points 
while shooting a blistering 53.6 from the field. 

The 6’0” multi-faceted forward also tied for the 
fourth-most rebounds (964) in program history.

Bierly said that Barry matured into a terrific 
all-around player because of her work ethic and 
willingness to challenge herself. 

“Every year she got more comfortable with 
her leadership role and her confidence grew,” 
added Bierly. “She is at her best when she is ag-
gressive, offensively and defensively.”

This past winter she took to her game to an-
other level, earning a spot on the 2022/2023 
Women’s Basketball Coaches’ Association 
(WBCA) Division III All-America Team, along 
with being selected as the Little East Conference 
(LEC) Player of the Year for a second straight 
season after averaging career-highs in both 
points (16.7) and rebounds (12.2).

The individual accolades were great, yet it was 
the team’s conference title during the 2019-20 
season that Barry said was the most memorable.

Rhode Island College (RIC) had defeated 
ECSU twice in the regular season before the 
Warriors bested RIC in the LEC championship 
game. Barry, a sophomore at the time, posted 12 
points, eight rebounds, and a pair of blocks in 
the championship triumph in Willimantic. 

Bierly called Barry an “extension of the coach-
ing staff ” and said while Barry is tremendously 
skilled, it’s her humility and basketball IQ that 
makes her the total package. 

“You would never know judging by her inter-
action with her coaches or teammates that she 
is an All-American. She is just one of the kids 
on the team,” added Bierly. “We are going to 
miss that. We will miss her play, but even more 
so will miss her leadership, her locker room de-
meanor, and her knowledge.”

Barry was equally impressive on the volley-
ball courts, earning the LEC Player of the Year 
and All-America Honorable Mention this past 
fall. She finished her career with 1,331 kills, 
joining a rare group of college athletes that sur-
passed the 1,000-career mark in both basketball 
points and volleyball kills. 

Barry admitted that it took her some time to 
adjust to the collegiate level. She said balancing 
her time between two sports – that would over-
lap between the fall and winter seasons – was 
tough at first, but by the time she was a senior 
she described the process as a “piece of cake.”

She said that Bierly and ECSU volleyball head 
coach Megan Silver-Droesch helped make her 
transition into collegiate athletics a smooth one 
and were tremendously influential in her devel-
opment as a player.

Barry also credited longtime RHAM volley-
ball head coach Tim Guernsey for a strong work 
ethic. 

“In high school we had tough practices and 
he turned me into the play that I am,” Barry 
said of Guernsey “He definitely prepared me for 
what it was like here.” 

During her time at RHAM, Barry lived in 
both Andover and Hebron, making a major im-
pact on the local athletic courts. 

She helped the volleyball team win state 
championships in 2016 and 2017 and was in-
strumental as the basketball program secured 
their first state championship, winning the Class 
L title in 2018.

Whether it was high school or college sports, 
Barry said that playing has always provided an 
oasis for her. 

“I think the thing that sports did the most was 
give me a distraction from whatever was going 
on in my life,” she recalled. “For about two hours 
a day I was completely engrossed with what I 
was doing on the court. If I had a test the next 
day, I wouldn’t think about it or any personal 
issue that was going on would just disappear.”

Barry is finishing up her undergraduate de-
gree in psychology at Eastern and will next 
attend Central Connecticut State University 
(CCSU) where she will work on a master’s de-
gree in student development in higher educa-
tion. 

The long-term goal is to become an academic 
advisor in college, preferably for a sports team.

Barry added that being in the athletic arena 
has taught her so many valuable lessons that she 
will take with her off the court.  

“I learned a lot about myself,” she stated. “I 
learned about getting through adversity and 
working with people who I wouldn’t necessarily 
see outside of sports. It was about working to-
gether with a group of people towards one goal 
and putting all of our differences aside.” 
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

A Trip to the Holy Land… Allan and Patty Wick of East Hampton recently returned, 
along with a copy of the Rivereast, from an 11-day Insight for Living Israel Holy Land 
Tour. This photo was taken with Jerusalem’s Temple Mount in the background.

Off to New Zealand!... Kevin Harris, a financial advisor in Colchester with Edward 
Jones, recently went to beautiful Queenstown, New Zealand – and of course had the 
Rivereast with him! 

Taking a Cruise… Rudy and Meaghan Dellafiore of Hebron recently took a cruise 
out of the port of Miami on the Royal Caribbean Oasis of the Seas. Their first stop 
was Labadee Haiti. They said the beaches were beautiful, with crystal-clear waters 
and gorgeous mountain tops.

Start Your Engines… Randy and Kathy Mund of Hebron are shown here at the Day-
tona 500, in Daytona Fla., on Feb. 19.
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Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog Tales

A party of volunteer paddlers, working with the Jonah Center, pull invasive plants 
from a patch in Pecausett Pond in Portland, a “gratifying and fun activity in the great 
outdoors.” 

This Summer, Take a Paddle to Invasive Plants
By Jack Lakowsky

Over the years, the Connecticut River has 
been infested by numerous invasive plants, but 
two of them are especially harmful and prolific. 

Water chestnut (Trapa natans) was brought to 
Massachusetts in the late 19th century and now 
has become common in ponds, lakes and rivers 
in the northeast and mid-Atlantic regions. Hy-
drilla is more mysterious in origin, though just 
as detrimental in its effects.

The Jonah Center, a Middletown-based envi-
ronmental nonprofit with an active presence in 
Portland, is trying to fight off the invaders – and 
it needs help.

John Hall, Jonah Center director, said it’s im-
perative to do whatever possible for the health 
of the Connecticut River, an asset of enormous 
value to both the local economy and ecosystem. 

National archives dating back to the Clinton 
administration put the river’s value at more than 
$200 billion annually, flowing through a region 
of more than 2 million people. 

If it isn’t protected, the river’s value and beau-
ty could be in jeopardy. 

Hall wants to combat two main river banes. 
How? Well, like some parents used to do – get 

the paddle. To fight the scourge, Jonah needs 
volunteer troops. Starting May 27, the center 
will start a campaign against the invasive plants; 
contact the center for more info and to get in-
volved. 

Hall provides thorough details on the two tar-
geted plants. 

Water chestnut – which is not to be confused 
with water chestnuts you buy in a can at the 
grocery store – multiplies quickly to form large, 
thick mats that cut off sunlight and oxygen 
needed by native plants and animals, including 
fish, and birds that feed on fish. The mats can 
also obstruct navigation by motorboats, canoes, 
and kayaks, according to an article by Hall. 

Fortunately, Trapa natans is an annual plant, 
so it can be controlled by hand-pulling if action 
is taken early enough in the season – that is, be-
fore seeds form and drop. 

Without prompt action, however, the mats 
will expand to cover large areas of the river sur-
face. At that point, the best remedy is to deploy 
mechanical harvesters, operated by professional 
workers, at considerable cost.

The other invasive aquatic plant, Hydrilla 
(Hydrilla verticillata) has shown up more re-
cently in the form of a stubborn variety that, 
dubiously curious, appears to be unique to the 
Connecticut River. 

Since Hydrilla is a perennial, and because it 
multiplies by fragmentation, motorboat pro-
pellers have accelerated its proliferation. Hy-
drilla cannot be controlled by hand-pulling, 
and attempting mechanical removal is not only 
impractical but counterproductive due to frag-
mentation. That leaves herbicide treatment as 

the only option, a costly, unpopular method. 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is un-

dertaking a research program on this plant and 
possible methods to control it.  

Come summer, the Jonah Center will further 
expand its work to remove Trapa natans  from 
the Connecticut River and tributaries. 

Prior to 2022, the Jonah Center’s water chest-
nut work was focused primarily in the Float-
ing Meadows – the 1,000-acre freshwater tidal 
marshland between Cromwell and Middletown 
where the Mattabesset and Coginchaug Rivers 
converge. 

In the summer of 2022, Hall began coordi-
nating work parties along the main stem of the 
river between Hartford and Essex as an emer-
gency measure, the emergency being the release 
of a 7-acre mat of  Trapa natans  – along with 
its huge but unknown number of mature seeds 
– from Hartford’s North Meadows flood stor-
age pond in August 2021. This “disaster” led to 
widespread seed germination downriver from 
Hartford to Essex. 

The Lower Connecticut River Land Trust 
recognized Jonah Center’s volunteers’ ambi-
tious efforts to mitigate the damage by award-
ing them the Melvin Woody Lower Connecticut 
River Conservation Award in February 2023.

As approaches, the Jonah Center is equipped 
with 2 flat-bottomed utility boats, known as Jon 
boats (one motorized and one non-motorized). 
A team of certified motorboat operators and a 
team of rowers are organized to support a still 
more robust effort to save the river and its coves 
from invasive water chestnut. 

Hall said Portland Boat Works owner Paul 
Cusson has been very helpful and generous in 
providing free boat storage, docking, and use 
of the boat launch ramp for the Jonah Center’s 
work in this area.

Now, the center needs volunteers – canoe and 
kayak paddlers – to join the “paddle with a pur-
pose” work parties starting on May 27. 

These will continue every Saturday until late 
July in partnership with the Connecticut River 
Conservancy. (Times will vary according to 
tides. Contact the center to get schedules.) 

Work parties in the Floating Meadows will 
launch at 185 Johnson Street in Middletown’s 
North End. Smaller work parties, some on mid-
week mornings or evenings, will launch from 
Portland Boat Works, the Town Landing in 
Middle Haddam, Haddam Meadows State Park, 
or the south end of River Road in Cromwell.

Paddlers are also needed by the Connecticut 
River Conservancy  to address Trapa natans  in 
Glastonbury, Wethersfield, East Hartford, and 
Hartford. An especially large and stubborn in-
festation emerges every year in Keeney Cove in 
Glastonbury. 

Hall told the Rivereast that as the region grew, 
the river bore much of the brunt, with pollution 

and transplantation of invasive species among 
the main problems. 

In the case of hydrilla, arguably the more 
difficult of the two, motorboats are largely to 
blame, Hall said. Hydrilla reproduces by frag-
mentation, and when a boat propellor chops it, 
the plant proliferates. It spreads when boaters 
switch water bodies without properly washing 
and drying their vessels. 

“We’re not sure where it came from,” Hall 
said. 

Complicating things, using herbicide in riv-
ers is not only unpopular, but likely ineffective; 
rivers, by design, don’t stay put, carrying the 
treatment away from the targeted spot. 

Water chestnut is far less dainty than the 
name connotes. Brought to the U.S. by a Har-
vard botanist with dreams of a pretty water gar-
den, “it just spread and spread from there,” said 
Hall. 

How it spreads are these “tiny spiny nuts” that 
stick to, especially, the bellies of birds, detach-

ing in another water body, thereby reproducing. 
As long as the nuts aren’t ready to drop, water 
chestnut can be pulled out. Hydrilla can’t be – 
you’re actually doing it a favor.  

Aiding the river, “behooves us all,” Hall said.
“Humans caused the problems, we have to 

pay attention to the damage and try to rectify 
it,” said Hall. 

Also, paddling around the river on a gorgeous 
summer day, and doing good work all the while, 
is just fun. 

“You meet like-minded people,” said Hall, 
“this is a fun way to meet people who care.”

Want some alone time? You can do it on your 
own, just make sure you know what you’re look-
ing for and how to get rid of it. 

Portland is just one of dozens of towns on the 
river, and it has one of the longest stretches of 
shoreline. Hall said it would be hugely helpful 
if towns could, aside from organizing their own 
efforts, publicize the Jonah Center’s work with 
the river. 

Vocal Chords Spring Concert
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) will present its 33rd annual spring 
concert, entitled “It’s a Grand Night For Sing-
ing” on Saturday, April 29, at 7 p.m., at Port-
land High School, 95 High St.

MHVC will also present scholarships to 
graduating students from Middlesex County 
who will be pursuing a career in nursing or 

music. Proceeds from ticket sales and the Pa-
tron Drive help to fund this community out-
reach program.

Tickets for the concert are $25; call Diane 
at 860-347-2787 or Joyce at 860-342-3120 
to reserve your seats. For more information, 
visit VocalChords20.org or “like” the group 
on Facebook.

Preschool Screening April 28 
Valley View School will conduct a preschool 

screening Friday, April 28, for children ages 3-4. 
The screening is designed to answer questions 
about a child’s development, as well as identify 
children who may be eligible for the preschool 
selection process.

During the screening, children will meet with 
members of Valley View’s preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities that assess 
different such developmental areas as cognition, 
communication, fine and gross motor skills, 
and social interaction. During this time, par-

ents/caregivers will meet with another member 
of the team to discuss the child’s adaptive and 
personal social skills.

Following the screening, parents/guardians 
will be sent a letter stating their child’s results. 
In order for children to attend Valley View’s 
preschool program they must participate in the 
screening process. Peer role models are deter-
mined on a year-to-year basis. 

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View at 860-342-3131.

Final Days to Register for Tag Sales
The Portland Historical Society’s 27th annual 

Town-Wide Tag Sales Day will be on Saturday, 
May 13 – and all registrations must be received 
(even if mailed at post office) by Monday, April 
30.

Fee to register is $25. To register online, visit 
www.portlandhistsoc.org and click on the big 
yellow banner. Registration sheets were also in-
cluded in the society’s March newsletter and are 
also available in the barrel on the front steps of 
the Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland 
History, located at 492 Main St. Completed pa-

per registrations along with payment should be 
mailed to the society at P.O. Box 98, Portland, 
CT 06480, and received by April 30. 

The sign-up period will then close to allow 
time for preparation and printing of the map 
prior to the May 13 sales. Portland residents 
who sign up will be assigned a spot on the so-
ciety’s official Tag Sale Map issued for that day 
listing the sale locations and types of items fea-
tured at each one. Each registered tag sale will 
be marked with a numbered pole sign corre-
sponding to sale locations on the map.

Also on Saturday, May 13, the society will 
have a Bake Sale of homemade goodies at the 
Callander House. Members and friends of the 
society will be baking before Saturday and pack-
aging their specialties for this sell-out sale. 

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sales Day is a 
major fundraiser for the Museum. For more 
information, call 860-982-1486 or email port-
landcthistory@gmail.com.

Foodshare Truck
The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 

the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., every oth-
er Monday from 1-2 p.m., except for holidays. 
People do not have to be a Portland resident to 
attend. Please bring bags.

The next Foodshare visit will be Monday, 
April 24, at 1 p.m. 

Horseshoe League
Seeks New Members

The Portland Horseshoe League is looking for 
new players of all abilities to participate for the 
2023 season, which will start in late May (date 
to be determined). 

Folks from surrounding towns are welcome 
also. Games take place at the horseshoe pits in 
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill in Portland. The 
league meets from 5:45 to 8 p.m., and league 
leaders are currently deciding on the best day of 
the week to throw.

Email Andy Bauer at AndyTBauer@gmail.
com if interested and let him know what days 
work for her. Portland Horseshoes is an alcohol-
free activity.
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“We Meet By Accident”

Brownstone Quorum Annual Meeting,
Cactus & Succulents Presentation

The Brownstone Quorum annual meeting 
will be held Monday, April 24, at 7 p.m., in 
the Mary Flood Room at Portland Library, 20 
Freestone Ave. 

A short business meeting to elect officers 
and present awards will be followed by a pre-
sentation by David DeLucia, past president of 
the Connecticut Cactus and Succulents soci-

ety, on cacti and succulents in the state.
DeLucia has been growing cactus and suc-

culents for nearly 60 years. He maintains an 
outdoor garden of more than 100 hardy cactus 
and succulents and has 250 more specimens 
in a small lean-to greenhouse.

The public is invited, and light refreshments 
will be served following the presentation.

Mystery solved! Members of the Portland Historical Society have puzzled over the 
location of this fountain at Trinity Cemetery since it was featured in the society’s 
1984 calendar. But the answer has been found, and will be discussed at the society’s 
meeting next Tuesday, April 25, at Portland Library. 

Fountain Mystery Solved
In its 1984 Heritage Calendar, the Portland 

Historical Society featured a photo of an attrac-
tive fountain at Trinity Cemetery. The photo was 
first published in the 1896 Souvenir Edition of 
the Middletown Tribune which noted the photo 
was taken at Trinity Cemetery on Decoration 
Day in 1891 – the holiday now called Memorial 
Day since World War II. 

The mystery was, where exactly was the foun-
tain located? During research for last October’s 
Cemetery Tour Series the answer was found. 
The story of the fountain will be told at the so-
ciety’s next meeting, Tuesday April 25, at 7 p.m., 
at Portland Library, 20 Freestone Avenue, in the 
second installment of their Cemetery Program 
Series. 

Following a short business meeting, the pro-
gram on Trinity Cemetery will last about an 
hour and will highlight 10 sites of notable resi-
dents and families, and will include the long-
lost location of the fountain. Other highlights 
of the program will include stories about a 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient from 
Portland, who a local airport is named for; an 
emancipated slave who moved here and lived to 
be 100 years old; and the family that the Brain-
erd Place development is named for. 

The series will continue with a program on 
the Swedish Cemetery on May 23 and con-
cluding with Center Cemetery on June 27. The 
meetings are free and open to the public.

National Day of Prayer 
St. Mary Church, along with the Knights of 

Columbus Council 7, will host a National Day 
of Prayer ecumenical service on Thursday, May 
4, at 7 p.m., at the church, 45 Freestone Avenue.

The service will feature prayer and song from 
the choir of St. Mary, as well as guest speaker 
Alyssa Martin. She is the community outreach 
and education coordinator for New Horizons 
Domestic Violence Services in Middletown. 

On the night of the service, a goodwill col-
lection will be held in support of New Horizons 
Domestic Violence Services. At the conclusion 
of the service, refreshments will be served in the 
Parish Hall.

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional.  

A recording of the service is posted to You-
Tube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

All are welcome. For more information or if 
in need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit  zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Historical Society Accepting Tag Sale Donations
The Portland Historical Society’s Town-

Wide Tag Sales Day is coming Saturday, May 
13 (see separate notice in this paper), and the 
society is as usual hosting a sale of its own dur-
ing the event. 

The historical society’s tag sale that di-
rectly benefits the society will happen on the 
grounds of the Ruth Callander House Mu-
seum of Portland History. Volunteers will 
receive items in good condition at the Ruth 

Callander House garage, 492 Main St., from 
9 a.m.-noon this Saturday, April 22, and next 
Saturday, April 29. No textbooks, electronics 
(including computers or printers), clothing 
or footwear or unwieldy items (dirty, broken, 
rusty) are accepted. Vintage and antique items 
are always welcome.

For more information about donating 
items, call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandC-
Thistory@gmail.com.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com. For more informa-
tion, call 860-342-6757 or email adionne@port-
landct.org.

Community Garden: Portland residents are 
invited to purchase a 10x10 plot in the commu-
nity garden located Bransfield Park on Rose Hill 
Road. Cost is $30 per plot.

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Interme-
diate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend is 
$18 a day.  Children who live or attend school 
in Portland may participate. Bussing is provided 
from Valley View and Gildersleeve schools.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Through April 29. 
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Saturdays, 
10:30-11:15 a.m., at Buck-Foreman Community 
Center. Drop-in fee is $7 per session.

Yin Yoga: Tuesdays, May 2-30, 6-7 p.m., at 
Riverfront Park. Poses target connective tissues 
of the hips, pelvis and lower spine. Cost is $70/
residents, $80/non-residents.

Junior Golf Workshops: Tuesdays, May 9-30, 
for grades 3-8, at Portland West. Times vary by 
grade level. This workshop will acquaint par-

ticipants with golf. Cost is $95/residents, $105/
non-residents.

Summer Quest Camp: Monday-Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the Portland high/middle 
school complex. Week one begins June 26 and 
week seven ends Aug. 11. Base Camp is for 
grades 1-6, and Teen Camp is for grades 7-9. 
Teen campers will go on an average of two field 
trips per week. Cost for the camps varies by 
week.

Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp: Monday, 
June 26-Friday, June 30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Port-
land High School, for boys and girls in grades 
3-8. Cost is $150.

Skyhawks Tennis Camp: Monday-Thursday, 
July 17-20, 9 a.m.-noon, at the Portland High 
School tennis courts. For beginning, intermedi-
ate or advanced players. Cost is $145.

Restorative Yoga Workshop: Wednesday, 
July 19, 6-7:15 p.m., at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Space is limited to just five people. Cost is $20.

Skyhawks Camps: Monday-Thursday, Aug. 
14-17, 9 a.m.-noon, at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Cost is $189 for Sports and Games Camp, and 
$145 for Mini-Hawk Camp. 

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. 

Save the Date – Read and Recycle: Saturday, 
June 24, 10 a.m.-noon. The Friends will collect 
gently used, books, DVDs, CDs and puzzles. 
Donations support library activities.

Youth Programs: Nutmeg Voting: Runs at 
the library through April 30. This is the only 
book award in the state where kids pick the 
winner. Nominees have been divided into four 
categories: Elementary (Grades 2-3), Inter-
mediate (Grades 4-6), Middle School (Grades 
7-8), and High School (Grades 9-12). Visit the 
library website for a complete list of nominees. 
Winners will be announced on May 15 and next 
year’s nominees will be announced on May 1.

Drop-In Playdates: Thursdays, 10:30 a.m., 
through May 25. Ages birth through 5 and their 
caregivers are invited to come for an hour of so-
cialization and open play with the library’s story 
room toys. No registration required.

Storytimes: The schedule is: Preschool Sto-
rytime, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.; Storytime for 

Toddlers and Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, 
Wednesdays at 10:15 or 11:15 a.m. 

Family Craft Night: Im“peck”able Bird-
houses: Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m. This ac-
tivity has steps that are appropriate for all ages, 
but a parent or guardian must be with children 
to help with supervision. Space is limited.

Ancient Egyptian Adventure: For grades 
K-5. Thursdays at 3:30 p.m., April 20-May 11. 
Decode secret messages written in hieroglyph-
ics, learn about mummies and make some, 
and take part in a forensic investigation to see 
whether King Tut was murdered. Space is lim-
ited.

Teen Programs: Spring Egg Hunt for Teens: 
Monday, April 17, 3:30 p.m., on the town green 
(weather pending), for grades 6 and up only. 
There will be some egg-themed Minute to Win 
It games and a competitive teen egg hunt. 

LGBTQ+ Social and Support Groups: Teens 
are invited to social meetups at the library on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Support groups will meet on the third Wednes-
day of the month, with a parent and caregiver 
support group running concurrently in another 
room at the library. For more information, con-
tact Jenn Renk at 860-342-6770.

Adult Programs: Book Discussions: Talk 
About Books: Tuesday, May 2, 1 p.m. When 
the Moon is Low by Nadia Hashimi will be 
discussed. Thursday Night Book Club: May 
4, 6:30 p.m. The Dutch House by Ann Patchett 
will be discussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: 
Tuesday, May 16, 1 p.m Eight Perfect Murders by 
Peter Swanson will be discussed.

Social Security Strategies: Wednesday, May 
3, 6 p.m. Registration requested.

Movie – 80 for Brady: Wednesday, May 10, 
1 p.m. 

Endangered Snow Leopards with Richard 
Benfield: Wednesday, May 24, 6:30 p.m. This is 
a multigenerational child/adult program.

Seed Library: Find free seeds available for 
your garden. Sign them out to help the library 
know what is “hot” and to keep up the inven-
tory. For more information, call Jan Nocek at 
860-342-6771. Have some leftover seeds? Dona-
tions are welcome.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are not fully vaccinated are asked to 
wear their masks.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there will also be 
a gathering in the church office at the same time, 

for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

Check out more information, the church’s 
calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.
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Trinity Church Resumes its Charity Concerts
By Jack Lakowsky

In 2018 Trinity Episcopal Church started 
hosting its “Vital Connections Through Music” 
concerts benefiting charities and nonprofits. 
The church hosted about six shows a year, in the 
spring and fall. 

Proceeds went to nonprofits like the Portland 
Food Bank, the guide dog foundation Fidelco 
and Veterans-Backpacks for Life. 

And then, the pandemic spun the series for 
a loop. It canceled in 2020 and held one show 
in fall 2021. Attendance at that show, according 
to Carol Hill, of the church’s Vital Connections 
planning committee, was on the low side. 

Last year, the church’s Vital Connections 
planning committee revamped the series, en-
joying more success than expected, according 
to co-organizers Ray Philips, Carol and her 
husband Tim Hill and Judy Henderson, raising 
more than $1,200 for the Portland fire depart-
ment and, last fall, raising more than $2,000 to 

support Ukraine. 
Starting 7 p.m. on May 20, at Trinity, 345 

Main St., the church will kick off its 2023 con-
cert series with a show from Paul Serra & Coun-
try Gold, a traditional country band. Money 
raised will go to the Wounded Warriors Project 
– each show benefits a different organization, 
chosen by planners, the band and/or the public. 

Also booked for June 10 are the Sharades, 
a Connecticut-based band whose repertoire 
includes songs from the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. A 
charity for this show hasn’t been decided yet. 
The church is open to ideas, and to any acts that 
may be looking to get booked. 

And, Philips said, people are strongly urged 
to dance, dance, dance. He said they’ll open up 
the church hall for more dancing space. For the 
May 20 show, wear your cowboy garb, he said. 
There’ll be free refreshments, too. 

Concertgoers can enjoy a new sound system, 

as well as a new HVAC system, making for bet-
ter ventilation, especially important during a 
pandemic. 

When the band was booked, it told organiz-
ers to make sure people had room for dancing. 

Past concerts featured more artistic, “song-
writer” type songs, the organizers said. 

Going forward, hoping to gain more of a fol-
lowing, Trinity wants to host more bands like 
the Sharades, with popular appeal. 

“We wanted to change focus,” Carol Hill 
told the Rivereast last year. “We weren’t raising 
enough. [The money] isn’t for the church, it’s for 
outreach. We wanted to make more impact.”

She said Trinity’s space is very accommodat-
ing for concerts. The church is spacious and has 
terrific acoustics. Standing on the altar, a nor-

mal speaking voice projects to the whole room. 
“We’re not here to make money,” Hil said. 

“We’re here to open our doors.”
Above all, she said, the goal is to give people a 

space to enjoy some music. 
“At one time churches were the hub of a 

town,” she said. “We have this space; we should 
share it. I think it’s our greatest resource.”

Giving an update this week, Hill said, “getting 
local bands with local followings has made a big 
difference.”

Henderson said the concerts have brought an 
energy back to the church, one not seen in some 
time. 

For a $12 advance ticket, call 860-342-0458 
or email trinityvitalconnections@gmail.com. 
Tickets are available for $15 at the door.

Historical Society Seeks Tag Sale Donations
The Portland Historical Society’s Town-

Wide Tag Sale Day is coming Saturday, May 
13 (see separate notice in this paper), and the 
society is as usual hosting a sale of its own dur-
ing the event. 

The historical society’s tag sale that directly 
benefits the society will happen on the grounds 
of the Ruth Callander House Museum of Port-
land History. Volunteers will receive items in 
good condition at the Ruth Callander House 

garage, 492 Main St., from 9 a.m.-noon Satur-
days, April 22 and 29. No textbooks, electron-
ics (including computers or printers), clothing 
or footwear or unwieldy items (dirty, broken, 
rusty) are accepted. Vintage and antique items 
are always welcome.

For more information about donating 
items, call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandC-
Thistory@gmail.com.

United Methodist Church News
Portland United Methodist Church, lo-

cated at 381 Main St., is a member of the New 
England Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. The church is an open and affirming 
congregation, welcoming everyone. The build-
ing is accessible.

In-person worship services are held Sundays 
at 9 a.m., with a Fourth Sunday weekly Com-
munion service at 1 p.m. replacing the regular 9 

a.m. service on those Sundays.
The Administrative Council of the church 

will meet Sunday, April 23, following the 1 p.m. 
worship service, to continue planning the Fall 
Chili Cook-Off. All members are welcome.

Also, the church mails a monthly newsletter 
from the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Judith Johnson-
Siebold. To join the church mailing list, email 
Portlandctumc@gmail.com.

Kenny Fletcher Car Show at Valli
The Kenny Fletcher Car Show at Valli will re-

turn this year on Saturday, April 29, from 3-7 
p.m., at Valli Construction, 22 Sand Hill Rd. 
Rain date is May 6. The show is in memory of 
local veteran Kenny Fletcher, who passed away 
from cancer in 2011. 

Show car entry fee is $10. Admission for 
spectators is free, although donations are ap-
preciated. There will be trophies for first, sec-
ond and third place, and dash plaques will be 
given to the first 200 cars. There will be music 
and food, water and soda will be available for 

purchase. No dogs allowed. 
Proceeds from the car show go to Portland 

Food Bank, Portland Zion Lutheran Church, 
Middlesex Hospital Hospice, PHS Class of 2023 
Project Graduation, Middlesex Cancer Center 
and Portland VFW Post 6121. 

For more information, call Michael Bel-
lobuono at 860-707-4231, or Michael Brown at 
860-982-3227. The event also has a Facebook 
page; look for “Kenny Fletcher Memorial Cruise 
Night.”

Trinity at Tag Sale
This year’s Town-Wide Tag Sale will be 

held on Saturday, May 13, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. -- and Trinity Episcopal Church, 
located at 345 Main St., will have space 
available on its lawn for people to sell their 
tag sale items.

Call the church office at 860-342-0458 or 
email trinityvitalconnections@gmail.com 
to reserve your 20’ x 20’ space. The reser-
vation fee is $25, and you must bring your 
own table/set up. Set-up begins at 7:30 a.m. 
Space is limited.

Free Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection 

The Lower CT River Council of Govern-
ments will hold a free Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection event Saturday, April 22, from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Clinton Public Works Ga-
rage, 117 Nod Rd., Clinton. 

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region which includes East Hampton 
and Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. 

Visit rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste 
for more information.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is a member of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. The church is an “open and 
affirming” congregation, welcoming everyone. 
Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. Nursery care and 
church school take place every Sunday during 
the worship. The building is accessible. The 
worship service is livestreamed as well as avail-
able for later viewing on the church’s YouTube 
channel; search on YouTube for First Church of 
Portland CT.

On April 23, the worship will be led by dea-
con Karen Rettich. Her sermon is titled, “Get 
Up!” Coffee time, which is a time of fellowship, 
follows the service and all are welcome to wor-

ship and coffee hour.
First Church Nursery School offers a pro-

gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.pct@
sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. Those who 
wish to follow the church on Facebook may do 
so at The First Congregational Church of Port-
land, CT.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Free Grab-and-Go Meals: The center of-
fers Waverly Senior Center members who live 
in Portland one free Grab-and-Go meal. You 
must be able to pick up the meal yourself, at 
11:10 a.m., at the senior center, in the Mary 
Lou Rice room. Please do not arrive before 11 
a.m., as there are programs in that room. Note: 
You are not eligible if you are already receiving 
Meals-on-Wheels. You must register one week 
in advance for a Grab-and-Go meal. For infor-
mation, or to sign up, call at 860-342-6761.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Syncocize II Dance Fitness, 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – making fleece teddy bears for cancer pa-
tients; donations are sought of light fleece, one 
yard or more for making teddy bears for cancer 
patients throughout Connecticut. If you would 
like to donate, call 860-342-0809; Watercolor 
Lessons, 9:30 a.m.-noon – to register, email 
bivenne@yahoo.com; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 
p.m.; setback, 1 p.m.; Walking Club with Lynn, 
3:30 p.m.; Beginning Dulcimer, 5 p.m.; Pro-
gressive Dulcimer, 6 p.m. Wednesday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Exer-
cise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social Duplicate Bridge, 
12:30-4 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednes-
day, multipurpose room. Thursday: Tone and 
Stretch with Lynn, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 

a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Fri-
day: Light aerobics, 9:30 a.m.

Trip: Thursday, April 27, to Stop and Shop in 
Cromwell and lunch at the Cromwell Diner. Bus 
leaves the senior center at 10 a.m. To register, 
call Alexis or Lynn at 860-342-6761.

Around the World in 80 Gardens: Friday 
April 28, 9:30 a.m., presented by Richard Ben-
field. Fee is $3 fee. To register, call Alexis or 
Lynn at 860-342-6761.

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services, www.facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth 
or www.Instagram.com/PortlandCTYouth, or 
contact Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.
org or 860-342-6758. To receive email updates 
about YFS programs and events, sign up at ee-
purl.com/h5m35f.

Community Leadership Series: Tuesday, 
April 25, 6-7:30 p.m. This virtual program is 
designed to help participants develop strong, 
effective leadership skills. Contact Revicki to 
register.

Power Up Portland: Wednesday, April 26, 
6:30-8 p.m., at BFCC. The Prevention & Well-
ness Council works on youth substance use pre-
vention, positive mental health and becoming a 
recovery-friendly community. Contact Revicki 

or just show up if interested in joining in.
Intro to Dungeons & Dragons: Wednesdays, 

May 3 and 10, 5-7:30 p.m., at the Buck-Foreman 
Community Center, 265 Main St. Learn to play 
this roleplaying game with folks from The Battle 
Standard in East Windsor. The classes are cur-
rently full; contact Revicki for a waitlist.

Little Hikers: Friday, May 5, 10:30 a.m., at 
the Portland Air Line Trail, Middle Haddam 
Road parking lot.

After School Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, 
May 9, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Youth & Parent LGBTQ+ Support-Style 
Groups: Wednesday, May 17, 6-8 p.m. 

Drop-In & Draw Arts & Crafts: Friday, May 
19, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Summer Kick-Off: Monday, June 26, 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Save the date.

Juneteenth Celebration 
Returns This Year

On Saturday, June 24, the Portland Committee 
on Solidarity will host a Juneteenth celebration 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Riverfront Park. There 
will be speakers, a food truck, games and enter-
tainment. Sponsors are welcome; sign up your 
business/organization for a table at the event. 

For more information, email portlandctsoli-
darity@gmail.com.

Library Friends Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library groups 

has puzzles, games, DVDs, and fiction, ro-
mance, teen and children’s used books, all at the 
Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Portland Li-
brary, 20 Freestone Ave.

The sale takes place during regular library 
hours. Books are 50 cents for paperbacks and 
children’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks and 
$2 for hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents each disc 
and puzzles and games are $2 unless marked 
otherwise.

There are also several TV series on DVD that 
have been removed from the library collection 
all for 50 cents each disc. A small collection of 

“vintage” books is also available for 50 cents 
each.

FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 
bags on sale for $1 each. See a sample at the 
front desk and purchase them from the library 
staff.

All proceeds benefit programs funded by the 
Friends, such as the library’s Museum Pass Pro-
gram, children and adult programs, and the li-
brary’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Absentee Ballots for Budget Referendum
The Portland town clerk’s office is now issu-

ing absentee ballots for the May 8 budget ref-
erendum. Registered voters and taxpayers can 
obtain an application in person at the town 
clerk’s office at Town Hall, by calling 860-342-
6743, or visiting the town clerk’s page on the 
town website to download the application. 

Any applications or completed absentee 
ballots should be: mailed back to the town 

clerk’s office at: P.O. Box 71 Portland, CT 
06480; brought to the town clerk’s office in 
person, or left in the election drop box located 
by the rear entrance of Town Hall. Absentee 
ballots must be received no later than 8 p.m. 
May 8 in order to be counted. 

Portland residents can also obtain a voter 
registration card at the town clerk’s office.

Charity Golf Tournament
The Exchange Club of Portland will be hold-

ing its 34th annual Charity Golf Tournament on 
Friday, May 5, at Portland Golf Course. Proceeds 
support area programs and charities such as the 
Jason

Fedash Town Tech Scholarship, New Hori-
zon’s Domestic Violence Services, Middlesex 
Hospital

Hospice and Rushford Center.
Cost is $170/golfer for the four-person scram-

ble event which includes cart, lunch and din-
ner. Registration and sponsorship brochures are 
available at many Portland businesses or at the

Exchange’s website at www.portlandexchange.
org. 

Deadline for registration is April 30.
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Metal Carports & Garages
Now offered by Fireside Supply, Inc.

SAMPLE SIZES:

Stop by our showroom:
33B East St., Hebron, CT

860-228-1383

12x21
$2,145

18x21
$2,465

20x21
$2,990

Many more sizes & 
styles to choose from!

(normal installation included)

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

RE4-13-23

Call Hebron Travel...We’ll 
plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go for 
your summer vacation?

Take Your Clothes to
the Old Town Hall

Hebron Historical Society is offering one 
final opportunity for folks to donate their 
clothing and textiles, on Saturday, April 22, 
from 9-11 a.m., at the Old Town Hall.

Acceptable items include all kinds of 
clothing in any condition, as well as shoes, 
purses, and household textiles including 
sheets, blankets and curtains. 

Please bring them in plastic bags.

Lions Scholarships Available for Residents
The Hebron Lions Club is offering three 

scholarships for 2023 and is looking for RHAM 
or Hebron resident senior candidates. The Li-
ons are offering two $4,000 scholarships for 
those individuals attending a four-year college 
and one $2,000 scholarship to those attending 
a two-year college or trade/career school pro-
gram.

Applicants must be high school seniors, resi-
dents of the Hebron or active members of the 
RHAM Leos Club, and must plan to attend a 
college or technical/career school in the 2023-
24 school year.

Recipients will be selected based on financial 
need, scholastic achievement, extracurricular 
activities, community service and other criteria 
established by the Hebron Lions Club Scholar-
ship Committee. 

Applications are available in the RHAM High 

School guidance counselors’ office, and are also 
online at www.Hebronctlions.org/lions-schol-
arships. Once completed, forms can be submit-
ted by sending them via email to Lion Brenda 
Johnson at Brenda.Johnson@HebronHarvest-
Fair.org, or can be mailed to Hebron Lions Club, 
c/o Brenda Johnson, Chairman, Hebron Lions 
Club Scholarship Committee, 347 Gilead St., 
Hebron, CT 06248. 

Completed forms must be received by May 
13 for consideration. For more information, 
contact Lion Richard Griswold at Richard.Gris-
wold@HebronHarvestFair.org.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham 
Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, which 
provides assistance to homeless adults. The 
shelter is preparing for the close of the over-
night stay program on April 30 by requesting 
critically needed camping equipment: 2-, 3-, 
and 4-person tents (goal is 10 tents); 8’x10’ and 
larger tarps (brown or green; no bright colors); 

tent cord or rope; tent stakes; and sturdy adult 
backpacks (new or used in good condition). 
Additional critical needs: paper towels, men’s 
and women’s (M,L,XL) sweatpants, sweatshirts, 
and hoodies; men’s (M,L,XL) thermal shirts, T-
shirts, and boxer briefs; women’s briefs (sizes 
6-10); Lysol disinfectant spray and spray clean-
er; liquid cleaner such as Pine-Sol; $15 Stop & 
Shop gift cards for gas to assist people living in 
their cars; and Walmart gift cards. Call to ar-
range the pickup of gift cards. Place donations 
of goods in the designated collection box next 
to the church’s Cry Room. Place large quanti-
ties of donations in the Cry Room. For more 
information, call Monica or John McKerracher 
at 860-228-4211.

Volunteers Go Bald to Support
Childhood Cancer Research

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation, which funds 
children’s cancer research grants, will host one 
of its head-shaving events at the Hebron Lions 
Fairgrounds Sunday, May 21, where more than 
a dozen people will shave their heads to raise 
money for lifesaving childhood cancer research.

In the past six years this group has raised over 
$220,500 for children’s cancer research. This 
year, the goal is $30,000.  Among those shav-
ing is Laura Rowe, who is shaving for the sixth 
year in a row. She will be joined by Philip Miller, 
who has been shaving for nine years, and Pat-
rick Ring who has been shaving for five years. 

There will be a few shavees who have been shav-
ing for three years, and some brand new shavees 
participating this year. 

Dr. Juan Vasquez, a pediatric oncologist from 
Yale University, will speak about progress being 
made in treatment. DJ Avery Mullins of Magic 
Moments will provide entertainment. 

Donations raised at events like this have 
made it possible for St. Baldrick’s to fund more 
than $326 million to date.

To participate in a head-shaving event and 
raise money for cancer research, visit Stbal-
dricks.org/get-involved to learn more.

Hebron Budgets Head to Referendum
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Hebron Board of Finance unanimously 
voted to send the proposed operating and capi-
tal budgets for the 2023-24 fiscal year to refer-
endum following a public hearing on Tuesday. 

The referendum will be held on Tuesday, May 
2, at Hebron Elementary School from 6 a.m to 
8 p.m.

After listening to comments from the com-
munity, the finance board ultimately held steady 
and chose not to modify the bottom-line of the 
proposals. 

The total proposal, which includes funding 
for town government and both local and re-
gional school systems, is for $39.56 million — a 
$2.54 million or 6.88% increase from current 
year spending. 

The town budget is slated at $11.22 million — 
a $678,954 increase or 6.44%.

The Hebron Board of Education’s budget is set 
at $12.94 million — a $739,274 or 6% increase. 
Their original proposal, which was adopted in 
February, was for $13.98 million — a $1.77 mil-
lion or 14.5% increase from the current school 
budget.

Hebron’s levy of the RHAM school budget is 
$15.38 million — a $1.13 million, or 10% in-
crease from 2022-23. The allotment represents 
49% of the total budget, the most of the three 
member towns. The finance board did not have 
custody over the regional school proposal.

The number increased mainly due to rising 
enrollment in Hebron.

“That’s the reason that we see such a dramatic 
change,” finance board chairman Diane DelRos-
so said during the hearing. 

RHAM’s overall budget is $31.13 million — a 
$863,057 or a 2.85% increase from current year 
spending.  

The 2023-2024 CIP Budget recommendation 
is $847,886.

Between three main budgets, the original pro-
posal in March was penciled in at $41,153,419. 
The final recommendation was trimmed by 
$1.58 million – with more than $1 million of 
that amount coming from the Hebron school 
budget.

During budget workshops leading up to the 
public hearing, a major objective outlined by 
the finance board was to lessen the tax burden 
on Hebron residents.

Now, following the reductions finalized by fi-
nance board, the mill rate would be 34.09 — a 
2.39 mill increase. The median tax bill would be 
$8,467, an increase would be $594. 

Initially, the proposed mill rate was 36.38, an 
increase of 4.68 mills — the largest increase in 
20 years, according to Town Manger Andrew 
Tierney.

The finance board also passed a motion ap-
proving advisory questions for each of the bud-

gets, which will appear on the ballot, asking vot-
ers if the numbers were “too high or too low.” If 
the amount was perfect, then residents can opt 
not to answer the questions.

Many of the public speakers petitioned for 
additional funding in the budget. 

Heather Petit, chairman of the Hebron Board 
of Education, requested that $250,000 be rein-
stated to the district’s spending plan.

“I did feel that a reduction of $1 million was a 
bit aggressive,” she said, adding that extra fund-
ing “would lessen the impact on our schools and 
programming, and also allow us to continue 
with a much needed additional fourth grade 
teacher, to better the outcome for students still 
struggling from Covid learning loss.”

Petit pointed to the other budgets, which are 
either larger are close to the local school spend-
ing plan.

“The current proposal continues to give the 
town a larger increase percentage, so we will 
continue to fall behind and have to provide ser-
vices for more children with less than others are 
being given.”

At a Feb. 9 school board meeting, Hebron 
Superintendent of Schools Thomas Baird ex-
pressed that the district needed a significant 
spike this upcoming fiscal year.

“If we don’t get a more sizable increase this 
year for the town, there really is no way to move 
forward without it impacting programming in 
some type of way,” Baird said. “We’ll have to 
make some really tough decisions.”

The selectmen previously agreed to eliminate 
an additional school resource officer [SRO] from 
the proposal, saving around $100,000 from the 
Police Department payroll and expected insur-
ance fees. The school board had requested the 
officer be included in the spending package.

One resident stated that she knew a teacher 
who was killed in the Sandy Hook shooting, 

and that bolstering school security was worth 
the extra expense.

“I believe that it’s impossible to be overly pre-
pared for any threat or crisis,” she said.

Another resident pointed to the earmarked 
amount $245,000 for the design of a new Public 
Works facility and said it was an unnecessary 
cost for the town. 

“I think clearly those are much higher priori-
ties that the town could be using its money for,” 
resident Kevin Tulimieri said.

Other residents were concerned that areas 
like the Open Space Land Acquisition fund 
were facing substantial budget cuts from their 
original requests.

DelRosso indicated that she was personally 
content with the figures previously approved by 
the board. 

“I feel as though we landed in this place a 
couple of weeks ago,” she said. “I felt very com-
fortable with it at the time. I will also tell you 
that I felt as though we could make additional 
cuts.”

Finance board member Michael McCormack 
said the board reached its numbers in a “ratio-
nal and logical way.” 

Specifically with the local school board bud-
get, finance board member Janet Fodaski said 
she felt recommended spending plan was still 
a sizable increase and that it would be the dis-
trict’s decision on how to allocate their money.

“It was a hard decision for us to make,” she 
said. “But, they were left with $740,000, which 
is not nothing.”

McCormack stated that the board should af-
firm its current numbers and allowed the public 
to deliver a verdict.

“I personally think we should hold and let 
the town voters decide, and, if the budget does 
not pass, then we will have some work to do,” 
he said.

Tax Abatement Applications Available
Applications for property tax abatements are 

available to Hebron residents. There is a town 
ordinance that defers property taxes when 
those taxes exceed 8 percent of total household 
income from any source.

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property 
tax liability would be capped at $2,400. The 
abatement would be for any property taxes that 
exceeded $2,400. The abatements would apply 
to the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 
would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate. Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate of 1.5%, signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent 
taxes (18%). 

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the town manager’s 
office at 860-228-5971. Applications will be 
mailed upon request. The application deadline 
is June 1.

Scouting for Food Event 
Hebron Scouts BSA Troops 28 and 1028 will 

hold their Scouting for Food event Saturday, 
April 29. The goal is to collect 5,000 pounds of 
food and/or $5,000, to support the Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services food pantry.  

Donations can be dropped off at Ted’s IGA 
or the RHAM High School parking lot between 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. The most-needed items are: 
cereal, canned fruit, pasta, tomato products, 
canned meat   (chicken/ solid white tuna/ hash), 
rice/pasta sides, macaroni and cheese, taco kits, 
peanut butter, squeeze jelly, coffee and tea.
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Stephanie

Your
Ad

Should 
Be

here!
CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $21
Juniors & Seniors $18

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

860-888-2428

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-WASH

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. The 
senior center newsletter is online at tinyurl.
com/3xfm862d. For more information, contact 
the senior center or look to the senior newsletter. 

Adopt a Plot – Beautify the Senior Cen-
ter: Would you like to help beautify the senior 
center? If so, there are 4x4 plots (general size) 
available to adopt. Create a spot with flowers 
and maintain throughout the season. Call Linda 
at the senior center for more information or to 
adopt a plot. 

Shopping Trips: Fridays at 10 a.m. Schedule 
is: Big Y, April 28; and Walmart, May 5. Registra-
tion for each trip is required by the prior Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. 

Massage Therapy: Monday, April 24, and 
Thursday, April 27. Massage therapist Beverly 
Williams will perform 25-minute (for $25) or 
50-minute (for $50) chair or table massages or 
hot stone massages. Appointments available 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday and from 11:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Thursday. Call the senior center 
to make an appointment. Starting May 1, Wil-
liams will be at the center every Monday and 
Thursday. 

Free Lunch and Learn – The Warning Signs 
of Dementia: Wednesday, April 26, sponsored 
by the Marlborough Health Center. There will 
be a deli sandwich lunch (choice of turkey or 
tuna, chips, cookie, bottled water). Pre-register 
by Monday, April 24, at noon. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank arrival 
is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own bags. 
Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, some are free, and most re-
quire pre-registration. Detailed information is 

in the monthly newsletter or at the senior center. 
Exercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration 
required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Technology Assistance: Dates vary, 
call for times; Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; massage, sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the month, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Movie Monday (once per month; call for 
date and title).

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; mobile food truck 
and HIHS Food Bank transportation, 11 a.m.; 
Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Card-Stamping, 1-2:15 p.m.

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mindful Medi-
tation, first and third Wednesdays, 10:15-11:15 
a.m.; RHAM bingo, third Wednesday of the 
month (through May), 2:30-4 p.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sunshine 
Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m. 

Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group, 
first and third Fridays of the month, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.; Created to Create Open Arts Group, 
second and fourth Fridays of the month, 10:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s Epis-

copal Church, located at 30 Church St., are held 
each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (with 
music). All are invited to the Church Hall for 
coffee and conversation after the services. Priest 
is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balancing Class, Mon-
days, 10- 11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: first 
Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Fellowship 
Café (Memory Workshop): Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee: 

first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.; Vestry: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; 
Building Networks International, Fridays, 7:30 
a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: 
April 21, All Quiet on the Western Front (rated 
R); April 28, Marlowe (R). Bottled water and in-
dividually wrapped snacks will be provided. 

Folded Book Workshop: Saturday, April 22, 
10 a.m.-noon. Leave with your own butterfly to 
display. All supplies will be provided. Registra-
tion is required since space is limited.

Teen Meeting: Wednesday, April 26, 2:30-
3:30 p.m. Bring your ideas for spring programs.

Facing War: Connecticut in World War 
I: Thursday, April 27, 1 p.m., presented by the 
Connecticut Historical Society. Learn about this 
time in which Connecticut confronted women’s 
demand for the vote, a deadly flu epidemic, and 
mass immigration – all while sending thou-

sands of men and women to the front.
Chess Night: There are pickup games every 

Thursday during April at 4:30 p.m. All skill lev-
els are welcome.

Teen Meetings: Wednesday, April 26, 2:30-
3:30 p.m. Bring ideas for spring programs.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Take & Make: During April, adults and teens 
can pick up an Earth Day Seed Bomb craft kit 
from the hold shelf across from the adult circu-
lation desk, while supplies last.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Gary Boye.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. People 
can also watch live online at www.facebook.
com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: The next Open Pan-
try is in May; watch for the date soon. Caring 

Shepherds distributes household and hygiene 
items, as well as food pantry staples, Bibles, 
and prayers. For more information, call Caring 
Shepherds Ministry at 860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open to 
all walks of faith. Ande Shutler is director. Call 
860-228-5134 for more information. The center 
is taking applications for summer camp; the ap-
plication form is at www.clecchebron.org.

DTC Fundraiser Tonight
The Hebron Democratic Town Commit-

tee is holding its first fundraiser of 2023 
tonight, Friday, April 21, from 6-8 p.m., 
at Chateau Le Gari, 303 South Main St. in 
Marlborough. All are invited.

There will be live music from Chris 
Croce as well as appetizers, pizza and des-
sert. One glass of wine is also included with 
ticket. Tickets are $25/person and can be 
purchased at Hebrondems.com. A limited 
number of tickets will be available at the 
door. 

Preschool Screening
May 10

The Hebron Board of Education, through 
the Hebron Early Childhood Center Program 
at Gilead Hill School, will hold a screening 
Wednesday, May 10, for children that reside in 
town and will be 3 and 4 years old by that date. 

The screening will be at Gilead Hill School, 
580 Gilead St., and will feature screens in the 
areas of speech, language, cognitive and motor 
development. Parents will also receive informa-
tion designed to assist in fostering their child’s 
growth. 

Reservations are required; call the office of 
the director of educational services at Hebron 
Public Schools at 860-228-2577 to register your 
child. This is the last preschool screening of the 
school year.

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Church of Hope is 
a biblically-driven Christ-centered church.

Worship is in person and via livestream on 
the church website. For more information, and 
the guidelines for in-person worship, visit www.
hebronchurchofhope.org. 

The church office is closed until further no-
tice. Pastor Jordan Brown can meet by appoint-
ment; use the church website to set up a time.

For more information about Hebron Church 
of Hope, visit the website or look for the church 
on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 

Avid gardener Gail McDonnell is all about supporting pollinator habitats – and 
she’s seen here plugging the “No Mow May” initiative.

‘No Mow May’ is Coming
“No Mow May” is coming soon, and yard 

signs will be available tomorrow, Saturday, 
April 22, at the Invasive Plant Walk and Cut 
event at the Raymond Brook Preserve, Kinney 
Road entrance to the Pollinator Garden. Signs 
are a suggested $10 donation.

The goal of No Mow May is to pause mow-
ing during the month of May. Wildflowers that 
give nectar and pollen to bees will grow and 
bloom if they aren’t mowed down before they 
flower. Bees are responsible for the pollination 
of one third of our crops such as fruit trees, 
berries and vegetables 

Placing the No Mow May sign at your prop-
erty edge will alert folks that you are actively 
working to support pollinators, the Hebron 
Pollinator Pathway committee said.

The committee said that, when it is time to 
cut your grass, you need to cut it in stages. if 
your lawn grew to a height of six inches, cut it 
down to four inches. And if the clippings are 
long, bag them to prevent clumping on the 
lawn. After the first cut in June, continue slow-
ly trimming the grass until it’s the right height 
to let the clippings stay on the lawn.
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advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR

TOWING SERVICES AVAILABLE!
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKSCOME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, 
without the new car price? We can shop for you – call 860-295-9517!
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryUSA.net

Keith Arcari
MSPT UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
DPT UNE ’18

To request a visit, call or visit:
www.symmetryusa.net

Connecticut law allows you
to choose any physical therapist 

regardless of doctor recommendation, 
and without a referral.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 4/24: Bible 
Study, 9:30 a.m.; 4/25: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 
4/26: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 

and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Call Jennifer 
Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
860-531-2217. Note: No yoga April 22.

Card-Making with Gayle: Contact Gayle 
Sylvester to join the April 27 card-making event. 
The event starts at 6 p.m.

Favorites Tea: Saturday, May 6, at 2 p.m. Sign 
up on the paper sheet in the main hallway.

Spring Clean-Up: The trustees will be doing 
a spring clean-up of the church grounds on Sat-
urday, May 15, at 9 a.m. See Barry Maclachlan 
with any questions. The Women’s Fellowship 
will do a spring cleaning and organizing of the 
kitchen on the same day.

Trail Rangers’ Earth Day Clean-Up
All are invited to celebrate Earth Day this 

Saturday, April 22, with Hebron Trail Rang-
ers at 10 a.m., Raymond Brook Preserve, 175 
Church St.

The Trail Rangers invite all interested to 
meet at the Church Street parking lot of the 
preserve to participate in the Hebron Green 
Committee’s request to pick up trash.  After 
cleaning up around the parking lot, the Rang-
ers will continue onto the sidewalk along Route 
85 in front of the preserve, heading north. The 
Rangers will identify invasive plants as well as 

beneficial plants, cutting back some invasives 
with hand pruners and loppers.  Afterwards, 
walk inside the preserve, continue with plant 
identification, and discuss future endeavors, 
adventures and ways to help Mother Earth. 

Trash bags, made of sugar cane and recy-
cled plastic, will be provided. Bring gloves and 
wear bright clothing, protect against ticks, and 
consider bringing hand pruners. If you bring 
young children, please keep them safely on the 
preserve side of the sidewalk. 

Steady rain cancels the event. 

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, May 
15, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School, for boys 
and girls ages 8-13 who will be staying home 
alone.  Each student will receive a workbook 
that covers house key safety, outdoor and in-
door and safety (including kitchen), gun safety, 
fire safety, gas leaks, first aid kit essentials, and 
phone and internet safety. Fee: $45.

Babysitters Training: Thursday, June 29, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. Gilead Hill School, for ages 11-17. 
This is an entry level course intended to teach 
age-appropriate skills to care for children of all 
ages. Basic first aid, including adult and child 
CPR, will be taught. Cost is $80.

Summer Adventure Camp: Runs June 26-
Aug. 18. Camp will feature sports, games, na-
ture, arts & crafts, field trips, theme days and 
more. Hours are 6:45 a.m.-5 p.m. Must register 

in advance.
Summer of Swish Basketball Camp: June 

19-22, 8 a.m.-noon, at RHAM High School. 
Cost: $110.

Football Camp: June 26-30, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
RHAM High School. With RHAM Football’s 
head coach and the RHAM football players. 
Fee: $125.

Crafting Camp: June 26-30, 8:30-11:30 a.m., 
at Douglas Library. Fee: $130.

Nerf Zone and Schoolyard Games Camp: 
July 3-7, 8:30-11:30 a.m., at Hebron Elementary 
School, for grades 1-6. Whiffleball, basketball, 
kickball, dodgeball, capture the flag (and more)! 
This camp emphasizes good sportsmanship and 
good old summer fun! Join us! 

Karate: In the style of Goju ru, made famous 
by the Karate Kid film series. Six-week sessions 
are held Mondays and Wednesdays at GHS. 
Cost is $85 per session. Ages 5-11 are 5-5:50 
p.m., and ages 12 and up are 6-7 p.m. 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/
yby64wph to access. 

Life Group Hebron: Meets Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. at the Caseys’ home, for worship, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship. Next meeting: April 
24.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 

the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
April 23.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship: Usu-
ally held the first Friday of each month from 6–9 
p.m. at the church. All are invited.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., 
via Zoom. All are invited to pray for each other, 
the community and the country. Contact the 
church office or website for a link and meeting 
ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situation. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Invasive Plant Walk
The Hebron Pollinator Pathway (HPP) will 

sponsor a second Invasive plant walk, talk and 
cut at the Raymond Brook Preserve, Kinney 
Road entrance on Saturday, April 22, from 10 
a.m.-noon. (Rain date is April 23 1-3 p.m.) 

Learn how to manage or remove invasive spe-
cies on your property. Rose Hiskes, a Connecti-
cut Invasive Plant Working Group volunteer, 
will take people on a two-hour walk around this 
property and discuss the invasive species found. 
She will cover identification and management 

techniques. Wear gloves and proper footwear 
for the hike and bring water. Be prepared for 
ticks by wearing light colored clothing and tuck 
your pants into your socks.

Bring your garden pruners, clippers and lop-
pers (well-marked for identification) to help cut 
back invasives.

Attendance is limited to the first 15 people 
who register. Register at Hebronpollinatorpath-
way@gmail.com or sinkezmichele@gmail.com.

Juneteenth Celebration to be Held June 17
The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) 

is sponsoring its second annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration Saturday, June 17, from 10:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., in collaboration with Hebron Parks & 
Recreation Department’s Hebron Day.

Building off of the success of the inaugural 
event last year, a variety of educational activities 
will be offered for children, youth and adults, to 
be held in and around the historic Peters House, 
150 East St.  

During the event, attendees will learn about 
the lives of formerly enslaved residents of He-
bron, including Cesar Peters and his fam-
ily, about the path to freedom for all African 
Americans, and the ongoing work necessary to 
ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the benefits 
of living and working in equitable, vibrant and 
diverse communities.

Entertainment will include EvaE Peart and 
Nia Arts, a well-known African drumming and 
dancing troupe (audience invited to partici-
pate!); Lisa Clayton Singers; Hartford’s Proud 
Drum, Drill and Dance Corp.; and Hartford 
Poet Laureate Frederick-Douglass Knowles II.

Kids’ activities will include a Story Walk with 
the book, Juneteenth for Mazie, written and il-
lustrated by Floyd Cooper; scavenger hunt; face 
painting; and more. Adults can take guided 
tours of the Peters House and learn more about 
getting involved with social justice activities.

New this year will be a narrated bus tour of 
several sites in Hebron where Black Americans 
lived and worked, including an archeological 
dig site of the home of Cesar Peters, hosted by 
state archeologist Sarah Sportman. The tours 
will run several times throughout the event.

Once again, about 70 members of the Peters 
family are planning to attend and several of 
them will present information about the life of 
Cesar Peters in artistic form.

“The community is really coming together, 
along with the Peters family, to help CoDE plan 
our second annual Juneteenth celebration,” said 
Althea Carr, chair of CoDE’s Juneteenth com-
mittee. “We couldn’t be more grateful for all of 
the support and enthusiasm!”

Juneteenth is a national holiday that com-
memorates the end of slavery in the United 
States. It marks the day in 1865 when a Union 
Army general arrived in Texas with 2,000 sol-
diers and informed over 250,000 Black Ameri-
cans enslaved in Texas that slavery had been 
abolished following the conclusion of the Civil 
War. This was two and a half years after Abra-
ham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation 
had declared that “all persons held as slaves … 
henceforward shall be free”.

Funding for CoDE’s Juneteenth Celebration 
was provided by the Town of Hebron; William 
Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund; Northeast 
Family Federal Credit Union; and individual 
donors. To provide support for the event, visit 
www.code-diversity.org and click on the Ju-
neteenth Celebration blurb, or email CoDE at 
code.diversity1@gmail.com.

TTCP Upcoming Events
The Town Center Project (TTCP) has an-

nounced several upcoming events. For ap-
plications or more information, visit the-
towncenterproject.org or facebook.com/
towncenterprojectinc, or email ttcp@thetown-
centerproject.org.

Town-Wide Tag Sale: Fill out an applica-
tion and get on the town-wide map today. The 
event will take place Sunday, May 7, as part of 
Hebron’s Market Day weekend. Want to be in 
the thick of it downtown? Pack up your tag sale 
and bring it to TTCP’s “Brimfield Lite,” centrally 
located downtown on Saturday, May 6. 

Art Show: TTCP is looking for artists to 
participate in Art On Main, Hebron’s juried art 
show, on Saturday, May 6, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This outdoor event will feature artists from 
many forms of media, including watercolor, 
woodworking, oils, ceramics, fibers and more. 

Contact TTCP for an application.
Market Day: TTCP is seeking vendors for its 

Vintage Market and Farmers Market, which will 
both be held Saturday, May 6, from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. If you have vintage flair, love to repurpose, 
redesign, reuse, collect old treasures or simply 
create art out of any media, submit an appli-
cation to participate in the first of what TTCP 
hopes to be an annual event. 

Calling All Musicians – Make Music Day 
Hebron: TTCP is once again bringing Make 
Music Day to Hebron. Make Music Day is an 
international event dedicated to the celebra-
tion of music. This year’s festivities will be held 
Wednesday, June 21. All levels of musicians are 
welcome, in all genres. Musicians will line Main 
Street, bringing back the “Mile of Music.” Sign 
up to participate. 

Fishing Derby April 30
Skungamaug Fish & Game Club will 

present its annual Fishing Derby Sunday, 
April 30, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at 423 Jones 
St.

Cost is $15 for adults and $8 for kids. 
Food and drinks will be available for pur-
chase. There will also be a raffle and prizes 
– including a $100 Cabela’s gift card for 
longest fish.

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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860-372-4967
185 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield

natlhealth@aol.com

Joe Wroblewski & Associates llc
Please Call Joe 

& Laurie for
a FREE,

No Obligation 
Consultation
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We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Turning 65?
Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare 
prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans
Medigap Supplements

Advantage Plans
Dental Plans for Medicare 

Eligible Individuals

— HELPING PEOPLE IN THE AREA FOR 25 YEARS —
Not Affiliated with the federal Medicare program. We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited

to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 
10 a.m. Worship is streamed every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service.

April 23: Worship will be led by the Rev. Val-
erie Seaver. Her sermon title is “Faithsplaining,” 
based on Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19. The Bell Choir 
will play for the Centering Moment and the an-
them sung by the Chancel Choir.

Outreach: The church supports a variety 
of mission projects. Second quarter mission-
giving will go to AHM Mental Health Fund. 
The church collects non-perishable food items 
year-round for Marlborough Food Bank with a 
basket located in the narthex for Sunday wor-
shipers to bring their donations. The Drive-
Thru Café provides a take-away hot meal at the 

church to Marlborough Food Bank clients on 
the last Sunday of every month (except July and 
August). Once a month the youth groups pre-
pare and serve a meal to residents at Florence 
Lord Housing.  Once in May and November, 
the church sponsors the evening meal at the St. 
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown.

AA meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, one at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Open for sell-
ing and donations Fridays from noon-3 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop 
also sells items year-round through eBay at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and programs 
are open to all. The church is an Open and Af-
firming faith community. For more information 
on the church or its programs, call the church 
office at 860-295-9050 or the Rev. Valerie Seav-
er’s direct line at 860-295-0432.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program descrip-
tions or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.
com and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-6203.

Special Event: Kids Fishing Derby: Sunday, 
May 7, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park, for ages 4-15. 
Registration is $10. Prizes will be awarded for 
biggest fish, smallest fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots:  Saturdays, 
April 22-June 17, at the West Road Memorial up-
per field. Mini, for age 2, is 3-3:45 p.m., and Clas-
sic, for ages 3-5, is 3:45-4:30 p.m. Fee for Mini 
is $102/resident, $107/non-resident, and fee for 
Classic is $108/resident, $113/non-resident.

Kids/Family Sewing – PJ Shorts: Saturday, 
May 6, 10-11:30 a.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center, for ages 8 and up. All supplies included. 
Fee: $48/resident, $53/non-resident. 

Tennis Lessons: Tuesdays, May 9-30, at Blish 
Park. Ages 5-7 are 3:45-4:30 p.m., and are $65/
resident, $70/non-resident; ages 8-12 are 4:30-
5:30 p.m. and are $85/resident, $90/non-resident.

Lifeguard Certification Course: Sundays, 
May 14 and 21, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., at Camp 
Hemlocks in Hebron. For ages 15 and up. Par-
ticipants who successfully complete the course 
receive an American Red Cross certificate for 
Lifeguarding/First Aid/CPR/AED, valid for 2 
years. Registration fee is $350.

Junior Golf Clinic: Tuesday, May 16, 4:45-6 
p.m., at Minnechaug Golf Course in Glaston-
bury. Fee: $40.

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 

up. Lessons are private, an hour in length, and 
days and times are flexible. Fee is four lessons for 
$175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Program: Zumba: Thursdays through 
May 11, 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the conference room 
at Fire Station No. 2 and virtually. There is a $10 
drop-in fee each week.

Adult Golf Clinic: Friday, May 19, 5:30-7 
p.m., at Minnechaug Golf Course. Fee: $40.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
MES. Cost is $5 per week; drop in. Session runs 
until June 2.

Trips: New York Yankees Bus Trip: Sunday, 
May 28. See the San Diego Padres vs. New York 
Yankees, at 1:05 p.m. Trip includes: charter bus, 
ticket to the game, cookout before the game, 
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee: 
$120 for upper level outfield, $165 for sections 
232-234. Bus departs Putnam park and ride in 
Glastonbury at 7:30 a.m., and returns at 6 p.m.

Boston Red Sox vs. New York Yankees Bus 
Trip: Saturday, June 10, at 7:35 p.m., at Yankee 
Stadium. Trip includes: charter bus, ticket to 
the game, food served on the way to the game, 
and games and prizes on the bus. Registration 
fee: $209. Bus departs Putnam park and ride in 
Glastonbury at 3 p.m. and returns at around 1 a.m.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs Avail-
able: Cost of the sign is $35. Help emergency 
services personnel find your home without de-
lay. Vertical sign is double-sided 8” x 24” with 4” 
numbers on blue highway reflective metal. Order 
forms are online and at Town Hall.

Sewer Bills Due May 1
Homeowners in the Marlborough Sewer 

District are reminded that the last day to pay 
their Benefit Assessment Bill, without interest, 
is Monday, May 1. Late bills will be charged 
interest at 1.5% a month reverting to the due 
date of April 1.

The tax office, located at 26 N. Main St., is 
open Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, from 8:30 
a.m.-7 p.m.; and Fridays, 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

Bills can be paid by mail to the Tax Office, 
P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447, in per-
son or the lockbox to the left of the Town Hall 
Door (no cash in the lockbox, checks only). 
Sewer bills cannot be paid online.

For questions, contact Barbara Murray 
at 860-295-6205 or taxcollector@marlbor-
oughct.net. Failure to receive a bill does not 
invalidate the fee or interest.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, April 24: Free bread and bakery 
goods, 10 a.m.; socialization, 8-ball pool, 10 
a.m.-noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: 
orange juice, all-beef hot dog, hot dog bun, 
smoked baked beans, 4-way vegetable blend, 
fresh fruit; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; setback or 
cards of choice, 1-4 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 25: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; free bread and bakery goods, 10 
a.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon. 

Wednesday, April 26: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: potato crumb 
fish with tartar sauce, mashed potatoes, broccoli 
Normandy, 12-grain bread, fresh fruit; setback, 
1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-7 p.m. 

Thursday, April 27: Socialization, 10 a.m.-
noon; Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Meals-on-
Wheels, noon; Parkinson’s Disease Exercise 
with Anne, 3-4 p.m.

Friday, April 28: Socialization, 8-Ball Pool, 
Mahjong Playing Cards, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. 
Celebrate Coffee Cake Day! Menu: 100% fruit 
punch juice, roasted turkey breast with gravy, 
cranberry sauce, cornbread stuffing, mixed veg-
etables, wheat dinner roll, coffee cake; Setback, 
1-4 p.m. 

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford.

Transportation: Available Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday. Transportation available to the 
senior center, shopping, and medical and non-
medical appointments. A 36-hour advance reg-
istration is required. Masks are also required, as 
well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open Tues-
days from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The 
food bank is open to qualified residents in need 
of food. Transportation for seniors and physi-
cally challenged individuals is available; call the 
senior center for a ride. 
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Talks on Buying Fire Truck Get Heated
By Jack Lakowsky

Tensions ran high at a Marlborough Board of 
Selectmen meeting Tuesday night as selectper-
sons, Interim Town Manager Amy Traversa and 
local fire chief Kevin Asklar went back and forth 
over how to move ahead with buying a new ap-
paratus, the large “classic” looking fire truck. 

Debate centered on a proposed $50,000 down 
payment to secure a price for a new truck, the 
price of which is set to rise as soon as next 
month, Asklar told the board. In March, after 
separate approvals by both the finance and select 
boards, local voters okayed using the 50 grand 
to secure the truck, set at almost $800,000. 

The department’s current apparatus is a 1991 
model, Asklar said. 

Then, as things, proceeded and the fire de-
partment got its paperwork together, a disagree-
ment arose between the chief and the interim 
town manager, who raised questions about the 
thoroughness of Askar’s documentation and the 
town’s mandated bidding process. 

Asklar said he sent detailed specifics to town 
staff, assuming it would get to Traversa and the 
board. They appeared to not have much knowl-
edge of what Asklar sent, with acting board 
chair Deb Bourbeau saying turnover has caused 
disruption. 

Asklar and the fire department used what’s 
basically a third-party bidding vendor, called 
Sourcewell, which searches for truck vendors, 
and contracts with the state. Using them, the 
town doesn’t need to go through a typical bid-
ding process, according to Asklar and select-
man Greg Lowery, who previously served as 

first selectman.
Eventually, Asklar learned Traversa refused to 

sign the $50,000 check, which voters had indi-
cated was their will. 

Bourbeau, and Traversa, as they’ve said be-
fore, said they want to make sure there’s back-up 
files aplenty for the new town manager. Traversa 
has said the town’s recordkeeping has been, in a 
word, lax. 

Traversa said when she took office she had 
to “scuttle to put together” about $600,000 for 
a new rescue vehicle. She said this was a cha-
otic, time-consuming process, especially find-
ing financing. She wants to avoid this happen-
ing again. 

She said, “here we’re putting down almost a 
million” without planned “appropriations.”

“We need proper documentation,” she said. 
“The $50,000 was to be moved from reserves to 
the fire department. A purchase [of a vehicle] 
hasn’t been approved.” 

Bourbeau said she wasn’t saying no to the 
truck, but to the process, and added the select-
board and other involved town boards have 
“never denied them [the fire dept.] anything.” 
She said the selectboard and the town manager 
need to know how the town’s various bidding 
processes work. 

Bourbeau was also concerned about getting a 
truck too big to fit in the firehouse garage, and 
possible price changes. 

Irked, Asklar said he found any notion he 
didn’t provide paperwork offensive, and that 
he felt Traversa was needlessly stonewalling 

something voters said they want. He said the 
truck would of course fit the garage and said the 
truck’s dimensions were in the info he sent more 
than once. 

“You can’t sit there and tell the public we nev-
er gave you that information,” said Asklar. 

He said by law, once a price on an order is set, 
the vendor can’t raise it. Also, the department 
didn’t come up with a financing plan because 
“that’s not on us.”

Lowrey agreed with Asklar, saying the 
$50,000 request was not a surprise, or shouldn’t 
have been, and that there was no “surreptitious” 
intent by either the department or its oversight 
board, the Fire Commission. He also said it’s 
just practical, with prices soaring rapidly, seem-
ingly without end. 

Lowrey said from the outside, holding onto 
the 50 grand looks like a subversion of voter will 
by the selectboard. 

Lowrey said the department and the fire com-
mission came up with an exact cost, a demon-
strated need and a compelling argument that 
prices are set to rise again on May 15. 

Eventually, Asklar refreshed some memories. 
Six years ago, he said, he and the fire commis-

sioners developed a vehicle replacement plan 

and said buying the new apparatus has been in 
the cards for two years and wasn’t put into the 
current budget during talks last year. 

Now it comes up again, he said, and, to the 
board, “it seems to be a surprise.”

He said in February, the finance and select 
boards gave their approvals, and on March 16, 
voters gave theirs. He said he sent about 70 pag-
es of documents the next day, and on the 20th 
was asked for more information on the bidding 
process. He explained Sourcewell to the town, 
then got more questions, which he said he an-
swered. 

That’s around when he heard Traversa was re-
fusing to sign the check. 

Local volunteer firefighter Mark Merritt said 
people work for the company for free, spend 
countless hours training, missing important life 
moments, facing potentially fatal dangers with a 
“volunteer spirit”, said it’s crushing to the spirit 
that the new equipment “doesn’t matter” Tra-
versa. 

Eventually, after much discussion, some of 
which was rather pointed, the board did move 
the whole package forward, and now the town 
will move ahead with the whole purchase, first 
finding financing.
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Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
NOW 

OPEN!
BE 

SAFE!
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— New sandwiches —
Chicken Cutlet Grinder

with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo
Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese

Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized
onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings

— ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES —

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Lions Club Raffling Kayak
The Marlborough Lions are raffling off a 10-

foot Ascend kayak with paddle and a one-year 
rental of a kayak rack at Marlborough’s Blish 
Park. Note that use of the rack at Blish Park is 
limited to Marlborough residents, but the raffle 
for the kayak is open to everyone. 

Raffle tickets are $20 each. Tickets will be sold 
at various locations through May 28 or can be 
purchased from Marlborough Lions Club mem-

bers. Proceeds will support the Lions.
The raffle drawing will take place at Blish Park 

Sunday, May 28. Winners need not be present. 
For more information or to purchase raffle 

tickets, call Lions Club President Megan Lloyd 
at 413-687-5537, or Lions Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054 or Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116.

Modern Riffs at Arts Café
The Modern Riffs (www.modernriffs.com), a 

Marlborough-based classic rock, jazz and pop 
band, will perform at the 4th Friday @ the Arts 
Café on Friday, April 28, at 7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Arts Center, 231 North Main St.

This group is a collaboration of high school 
musicians and long-time experienced musi-
cians. The April 28 show includes a lineup of 
high-energy material from Stevie Wonder, 
Steely Dan, Spiral Staircase, AWB, Patsy Cline, 
Earth Wind and Fire, and many others. 

Current Riffs members include three RHAM 
seniors – singer Caelyn Calhoun, bassist Miguel 
Genung, and trumpeter Ben Cancellaro. The 
others, also from RHAM, are drummer Alexa 
Odoy, trumpeter Trevor Hooker, baritone saxo-
phonist Finn Blake, and tenor saxophonist Jake 
Sauer. The two adult mentors are Keith Coakley, 
keyboards; and Bruce Phelps, alto saxophone. 

 Admission is $10/person. Doors open at 7 
p.m. 

Ladies English Tea and Luncheon
There will be a Ladies English Tea and Lun-

cheon, with traditional food served, at Fellow-
ship Evangelical Free Church, 24 South Rd., 
on Saturday, May 6, from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

The theme is “A Spring Cleaning for the 
Heart and Soul.” The speaker will be Julie Ki-
eras, mother of two boys, homeschool mom, 
and author of several books for women and 
children. She is a former English teacher 
who helps homeschool families by sharing 

resources, encouragement, and motherhood 
content on her website, happystronghome.
com. Her aim is to glorify God by encourag-
ing women to build happy homes on a strong 
foundation of faith.

RSVP by Wednesday, April 26, at fccefree@
gmail.com or call 860-295-0844. Ladies ages 
13 and up are welcome. There will be gluten-
free options.

 Veterans Award Ceremony
Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz and the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs are hosting a Veter-
ans Awards Ceremony Monday, May 8, at 4 
p.m., in the community room at Marlborough 
Elementary School, to honor all Marlborough 
veterans who served during the Korean War 
or during the Vietnam era. 

Invitations from the town manager’s office 
have been mailed to those veterans who are 

registered with the town clerk’s office. If you 
are eligible and have not received an invita-
tion, please call the interim town manager’s 
office at 860-295-6204 by April 27, in order to 
be placed on the list of invitees. 

All residents wishing to join in paying trib-
ute to the local veterans are welcome to attend 
the ceremony. 

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Alvin LeBlanc; John McKaig is deacon emeri-
tus. The church office can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to call before 
heading over or connect via the phone or email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-5 p.m. 

Family Faith Formation: This is an active 
family faith formation program for the church’s 
kindergarten through middle school popula-
tion. For more information, call the church of-
fice.

Confirmation Community: The church’s ac-
tive 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation program 
continues. Registration is required as well. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. Sandwich-
making and collection is the last Thursday of 
the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. The Community Garden to benefit Marl-
borough Food Bank supplies fresh produce 
each week and volunteers are always welcome. 
Other scheduled service opportunities can be 
found on the church website and are scheduled 
monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on such programs as adult faith 
formation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Co-
lumbus or other ministries, call the office, visit 
www.stjfchurch.org, or look for the church on 
Facebook (Saint John Fisher Roman Catholic 
Church).

Independent Party
Info Session

Sue Stolfi and Kerri Barella of the Marl-
borough Independent Party Slate Committee 
(IPSC) will be at the Marlborough Bakery on 
Saturday, April 22, from 8:30-11 a.m., to talk 
to any residents interested in learning more 
about the committee. Light refreshments will be 
served.

The IPSC is also looking for community 
members interested in filling open slots on its 
ballot in the November election. 

MES Art Show
Coming Soon

The Marlborough Elementary School Stu-
dent Art Show will be held Tuesday, May 16, 
from 6:30-8 p.m. in the school’s community 
room – and student submissions are wel-
come.

This evening of creativity will showcase 
artwork from children in pre-kindergarten 
through sixth grade.  All students will have 
at least one piece of art displayed in the show. 

All current MES students are invited to 
submit an additional piece of work created 
outside of school. To enter an additional 
piece of work, please complete and return the 
Art Show entry form by Friday, May 5. (The 
artwork itself will be collected at a later date.) 

For more information, email knd9@com-
cast.net.

Marlborough Lions Club members Tom Reiser and Ken Hjulstrom recently per-
formed vision screening at Riverside Magnet School in East Hartford.

Lions Perform Vision Screening
Members of the Marlborough Lions Club 

recently provided free vision screening for el-
ementary school children at the Riverside Mag-
net School in East Hartford. Marlborough Lions 
Tom Reiser and Ken Hjusltrom screened over 
200 children within three hours. The vision 
screening is non-invasive and does not require 
any eyedrops. The procedure uses a photo-
graphic process from a distance of three feet to 
detect any anomalies.

This screening is performed to detect early 
indications of far and near sightedness, astigma-
tism, anisometropia, strabismus, ambliopia and 
anisocoria.  If an issue is detected, the school 

nurse is informed so that the parents can then 
be advised to seek further evaluation.

The Lions obtained a vision screening cam-
era and printer at a cost of approximately $8,000 
and have performed annual screenings at Marl-
borough Elementary School in addition to co-
ordinating vision screenings with other area 
communities.

For more information regarding vision 
screening or any other Lions activities, or for 
more information about becoming a Lion, call 
Reiser at 860-338-1008 or Hjulstrom at 860-
490-9116.

Local Artwork on Display
Local painter Roy Wrenn and local sculptor 

Neal Alderman are among the artists currently 
exhibiting their works at Marlborough Town 
Hall, 26 N. Main St.

The work will be on display through June. 
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Experience Matters
It’s all about you. 

Don’t you want the most experienced Realtor® to work with you?

c 860.882.4911  |  o 860.633.0111  |  218 New London Tpke, Glastonbury CT, 06033  |  Harry.Finer@raveis.com  |  HarryFiner.Raveis.com

Watch my video:
 SPRING MARKET 

OUTLOOK

What is your home worth?
FREE, NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

OF YOUR HOME’S VALUE 
IN TODAY’S MARKET

LUXURY HOME SPECIALIST - 51 YEARS SALES EXPERIENCE - CONDOMINIUM SPECIALIST - 23 YEARS REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE
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Quality Measures CMS Rating

 “Very quiet and peaceful location. Surrounded by forest 
offering just the tranquility for a healthy recovery. Staff and 
front desk are very professional and helpful. Patient rooms 
and interior were very clean.” — Patient Family Member

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531
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(860) 228-8512 

NOW IS THE TIME!

30 Main St. Hebron, CT 06248
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Don’t miss this opportunity, 
we have buyers ready, waiting, 
and willing to pay. Call today!

R
E4

-2
1-

23

109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

TOP SOIL, COMPOST
& MULCH

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Mulch, Topsoil, Annuals & Perennials
Brown, Black

& Red Mulch
$48 /yard

We have expanded our store again!
Seasonal Wreaths, Crafts and so much more!

‘Breaking Free
from Routine’ 

The Marlborough Lions will host Daniel 
Blanchard as a guest speaker Tuesday, April 
25, at 7 p.m. The presentation will take place 
in the Marlborough Elementary School li-
brary and is entitled “Breaking Free from 
Routine: How to Live a More Exciting Life.”

Blanchard is a Junior Olympian wrestler 
and veteran of the U.S. Army and Air Force. 

All are welcome and there is no charge 
to attend. The Lions Club meeting will start 
at 6:30 p.m., with Blanchard’s presentation 
commencing at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call Lions Club 
Vice President Kevin McNally at 860-682-
3588.
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       $225,000     

       2790 Main St | Glastonbury | 860.633.3674       
tatianaandbill.bhhsneproperties.com     

       

Let us open the doors       

to your real estate goals!     

       

Whether you’re       

buying or selling this �pring,     
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RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD

RE4-14-23
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Jordan Woods 
A Colchester Community

Mick Marsden :: Beth Fournier  

203-800-2021  
MM.Team@compass.com

Spring Special on Lots #1, #13 
and #14 until end of April. 

Ask Me About our Move-in Ready 
Homes and $1,500 Closing Cost Credit. 

Open Every Sunday 11:OOAM til 2:00PM  
15 Jordan Lane :: Colchester

First 3 Months Mortgage Paid!*

*$20% down and current mortgage rates, approximately $2,500- per month

• Farming House Style 
1,760 to 2,500sf 

• 3-4 bedrooms 
• Energy efÞcient 
• Central A/C 
• City Water & Sewer 
• Quality Þnishes 

From $439k and up. 
Home as pictured ready 
for immediate occupancy
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THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 72 MORE AGENTS!Visit our website for a full list!carlguild.com

Jeff King
860-710-1323

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com

 

Sandra Lindstrom
860-334-5815

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com

Mike Mallon
860-338-5037

mjmallon1@live.com

Kristy Paquette
860-837-3131

krispaq@gmail.com

Lauren Reis
413-896-3126

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com

 

Tania Sones
860-918-5100

sonesrealtor@gmail.com

Daniel Walsh
860-841-0183

danwalshsells@gmail.com

 

Angela Aresco
860-883-9005

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net 

 

Alison Bliss
860-712-3832

alisonbilss.realtor@gmail.com

 

Angela Crane
860-365-0342

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com

 

Ellen DeSorbo
860-841-2133

ellen.desorbo@gmail.com

 

Fred Ferguson
860-638-9362

fredfergusonct@gmail.com

Diane Gombieski
860-977-4857

gombieski@snet.net

Ela Heselton
860-305-8852

elaheselton@gmail.com
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Colchester
40 West High St.,

East Hampton
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There has never been a better time to consider a 
Mitsubishi Heating and Cooling System!

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  
Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

04
23

cm

Call Now and schedule a Free In-Home Consultation 
or visit our Showroom in Portland CT for more info!

•	 Rebates	up	to	$6500.00
•	 Tax	Credit	of	$2000.00
•	 0%	No	Money	Down	18-month	Financing	on	Mitsubishi	

Ductless	Heat	Pumps
•	 Visa	Gift	Card	Rebate	up	to	$500.00	on	Mitsubishi	Ductless	

(System	purchase	by	5/15/23,	installed	by	5/31/32.	Absolute	
Air	Exclusive	Offer)
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       Great     
       just got     

       Better!     

       
Enza & Steve Dandeneau       

are joining forces with       
The McHugh Turker Team!     

       Diane Q. McHugh            Emily Turker     

       Angela Poules            Beata Gadomski            Genna Arango     

       Kelly Britt            Suzanne Moulton            Enza Dandeneau            Steve Dandeneau     C
IT
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-2
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RE4-21-23

44 Amston Road, Route 85
Colchester, CT

(860) 537-4325

Sign up for a
MONTHLY 

MEMBERSHIP PLAN 
for just the price of

a SINGLE WASH

Now 
Open!Open Mon-Sat 7:30am-7:30pm; Sun 7:30am-7:00pm

Grand Opening Special!

OFFER GOOD 4/24/23 - 4/30/23

‘Spring in Bloom’
Vendor Fair Coming

Colchester Federated Church’s annual 
‘Spring in Bloom’ Vendor Fair is Saturday, 
May 6, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the church, 
60 Main St. All are invited to attend.

The fair will showcase local crafters, ven-
dors and farmers; there will also be the Up-
scale Tag Sale, Bake Sale and Raffle.

AARP Chapter to Meet
The next meeting of the AARP Colchester 

Area Chapter 4019 is Tuesday, May 2, at 1:30 
p.m., at Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich 
Ave., in the activity room.

Norman Dupuis and Irene Watson will do 
a presentation about their new book, The Men 
Connected to Colchester, Connecticut Who 
Served During the Civil War.  Anyone who has 
an interest in Colchester history or the Civil 
War is invited to attend.

Resident Chips In to Lacrosse Win
The Lasell University men’s lacrosse team 

scored a program-record 28 goals in a 28-4 win 
over Albertus Magnus last Tuesday, April 11 – 
and a Colchester resident played a role in the 
victory.

Lasell opened the game up by scoring the 
first six goals, and Casey Hart of Colchester had 
an assist on one of them. Hart also had three 
caused turnovers. 
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Choose a fellowship-trained 
specialist.

Go where all major 
insurances are accepted.

Rest assured that we have 
Saturday Urgent Ortho hours.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Middlesex Orthopedic Surgeons and Orthopedic Associates of 
Middletown have come together to form the largest orthopedic 
practice in Middlesex County. The combined expertise of our 
fellowship trained orthopedic and spine specialists delivers 
excellence in patient treatment and experience. Take the fi rst step. 
Middlesex Orthopedic & Spine Associates. One step closer to relief.

MIDDLETOWN   |    HEBRON   |    MARLBOROUGH   |    WESTBROOK   |    NORTH HAVEN MIDDLESEXORTHO.COM

JOINT REPLACEMENT  |   SPINE  |   FOOT & ANKLE  |   HAND & UPPER EXTREMITY  |   SPORTS MEDICINE  |   PHYSICAL THERAPY  |   AND MORE
RE4-21-23

Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations
• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs
• Dedicated to satisfying customers
• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans
• Family owned & operated for
 over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
E1
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Memorial Day Parade 
Coming May 28

The theme for this year’s Memorial Day 
Parade remembers those who died in the 
Vietnam War. All marching units and orga-
nizations designing floats should try and use 
the theme in preparing for the parade, which 
will be on Sunday, May 28.

Applications to join this year’s Memo-
rial Day Parade are available online at www.
colchesterct.gov, and at the first selectman’s 
office in Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. File 
your application before May 4.

The Parade Committee will award prizes 
in three categories; 1. Best marching unit, 2. 
Most patriotic float and 3. Most creative float. 

History Museum Reopens for Season 
The Colchester History Museum has re-

opened for the season – and new this year offers 
a Scavenger Hunt.

Bring your family or be a solo sleuth to find all 
20 of the objects pictured on the hunt card and 
win a $5 gift card from Dunkin’ Donuts, Mel’s 
Downtown Creamery or The Plum Tomato. 

The Colchester History Museum, located 
at 24 Linwood Ave., is open Sundays from 11 

a.m.-2 p.m., until Dec. 3. The museum, adjacent 
to Cragin Memorial Library, is free and features 
both permanent and special exhibits all high-
lighting the people and events in Colchester’s 
history. The museum offers both guided and 
self-guided tours. 

For more information, contact the historical 
society at mail@colchesterhistory.org or 860-
537-3240.

Kindergarten 
Registration

Children who live in town and will be 5 by 
Jan. 1, 2024, can register for kindergarten for 
the 2023-24 school year at the Colchester Public 
Schools website, www.colchesterct.org. Select 
the “For Families’’ tab, and then “Registration 
and Residency.” 

Complete and submit the pre-enrollment 
form and then follow the necessary steps out-
lined on the website and in the email you re-
ceive from the central registrar. 

Also, Kindergarten Family Orientation Night 
will be held Thursday, May 11, in the Colchester 
Elementary School cafeteria. Families are in-
vited to meet the teachers and learn more about 
the school.
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232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest up to $1000 to assist in repairs

and staging your home for sale. Some restrictions apply.
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4 BED 2 BATH RANCH

99 Washington Rd. – Freshly 
updated 4 bedroom ranch with 
newer roof, Anderson windows, 
refinished hardwood and a large 
basement ready to be finished.

CROMWELL $337,400

Call Paul Gayeski
860-537-5400

SOLD!SOLD!

YEAR ROUND LAKE HOUSE

Year Round Lake House on Red 
Cedar Lake. Two private beaches 
within walking distance. Remodeled 
kitchen and bath, cathedral ceilings, 
gas log fireplace, laminate floors. 
Through and through and a lovely 

LEBANON $249,900

Text 10051 to 555000
Scott Boyden 860-608-0769

SOLD!SOLD!
12.3 ACRE POTENTIAL FARM

127 Marvin Rd. – Hunters, farmers, 
ranches ALERT! Amazing 12.3 acre 
level partially cleared double lot 
property with a 1 owner 3/4 bed 2 
bath cape recently remodeled with 2 
wood stoves. Remodeled baths, hard 

COLCHESTER $399,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

surface flooring and more. A great buy, don’t wait! wrap-around deck for summer barbecues.

SOLD!SOLD!

ALMOST 9 ACRES OF PRIVACY

41 Dolbin Hill Road – This rarely 
available two family is located on the 
Salem line near route 82 and route 
85. Surrounded by private wooded 
setting. Homes nearby selling much 

EAST HADDAM $274,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

higher. Bring your paintbrush some TLC needed.

SOLD!SOLD!

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Shredding Old Tax and 
Personal Records

Residents and businesses of Colchester and 
area towns can safely shred their old financial, 
medical and personal records on Saturday, April 
22, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Town Hall park-
ing lot 127 Norwich Ave. Boy Scout Troop 72 
will have the certified shredding company File 
Shred performing the shredding. 

Cost is $5 for a bag the size of a plastic gro-
cery bag and $10 for a box the size of a case of 
copy paper. A bulk price can be negotiated for 
larger quantities of records.

Troop 72 will also accept recyclable cans and 
bottles at this time. 

Funds raised will be used to help Troop 72 
continue to to award summer camp scholar-
ships, take trips, and maintain the outdoor 
program. Contact Al Letendre at letendrej@sb-
cglobal.net for more information.

Polka Dinner Dance
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 

395 South Main St., will host a Polka Dinner 
Dance Sunday, May 7. 

Dinner will be served at 1 p.m., and in-
cludes choice of chicken marsala or pork 
roast with rice, roasted vegetables, coleslaw 
and a roll with butter. Dennis Poliski and 
the Maestro’s Men will play from 2-6 p.m. 

Advanced tickets only. Tickets are $25 
each and can be purchased at the club. Call 
860-537-2550 for more information.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule for 
the next week: 

Tuesday, Talmud class, 6:30 p.m.; Friday night 
service, 7 p.m., Zoom from Congregation Beth 
El; Shabbat morning service, 10 a.m., hybrid in-
person and via Zoom. 

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page. Also on the page: “Ask the 
Rabbi” and the Positive Affirmation of the Day.

For more information, call 860-537-2809. Of-
fice hours are Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Missing Students for
Class of ‘73 Reunion

The Bacon Academy Class of 1973 will be 
holding their class reunion on June 17 in Col-
chester – and the committee is looking for the 
following classmates: 

Charles Arnold, Dina Bienvenue, Geraldine 
Ford, Robert Giguere, Diana Hula, Donald 
Hutchins, Charles Lankford, Lenny Martin, 
Phylis Medbery, Debra Skut, Donald Smith and 
Wayne Zielinski.

If you have any information regarding these 
people or you are on the list, please provide an 
email address and/or home address to bacon-
academy73@gmail.com.
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WE’VE MOVED!
167 Lebanon Ave.

Colchester

860-603-2387

Sign up and register for classes online at:

twisteddogyoga.com

YOGA CLASSES
7 days a week

Yoga for All Levels
Beginners Welcome!

NEW 
STUDENT 
SPECIAL

2 weeks for $24

April 27th • May 18th • June 22nd

Relax & unwind amongst the vines

YOGA & WINE
at Priam Vineyards

More Potential Banking Concerns Surface
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Education alerted 
the first selectman and finance director this 
week of potential banking transitions concerns.

On Monday, school board chairman Alex 
Oliphant and budget committee chairman 
Chris Rivers emailed First Selectman Andreas 
Bisbikos and Finance Director Mary William-
son, outlying serious issues with the town’s tran-
sition to Dime Bank. The school board finance 
committee was expected to meet on Wednesday 
to further evaluate the situation. 

“We are worried about the ability to make 
payroll deadlines this week and the delays asso-
ciated with paying bills,” they wrote in the email. 

Earlier this year, the town agreed to transition 
is finances away from M&T Bank and Dime 
Bank was selected. The Board of Selectmen ap-
proved the transition, and a two-month behind 
the scenes process began to switch over.

On Monday, April 10, the Board of Educa-
tion finance department requested that the 
town finance department wire $720,000 from 
the short-term investment fund (STIF) to Dime 
Bank to allow the board to pay outstanding bills.

The next day, according to the email, a repre-
sentative from Dime spoke to Suzie Clark, a fi-
nance associate for the district, and relayed that 
the bills couldn’t be paid because there wasn’t 
sufficient funding in the account. 

That Friday, Clark again made an attempt but 
the “Positive Play” feature, a safety feature for 
Dime Bank accounts, was not set up. The email 
states that the town and board agreed that ac-
counts payable and payroll should be handled 
with existing M&T accounts and that William-
son told the school board that the funds would 
be in the M&T account on Monday.

However, on Monday, Clark attempted to pay 
the outstanding bills but the M&T account had 

not been updated since April 10. 
“Given the ongoing issues with accounts pay-

able, the Board of Education is concerned about 
the ability the pay employees this week,” they 
wrote. “To avoid an issue, the Board of Educa-
tion finance office emailed Mary Williamson 
this morning to inform her that the Board will 
need approximately $1,200,000 in the M&T ac-
count by the close of business on Wednesday. As 
transfers typically take 48 hours to process, this 
is now a pressing matter.”

Williamson sent an email to the boards of 
education and finance on Monday explaining 
the situation. 

“We made the transfer to M&T Friday when 
we realized we could upload the [electronic 
funds transfers] to Dime but not get the checks 
in Munis printed on that account,” she wrote in 
the email. “As of this morning, that money still 
hadn’t been deposited.”

She provided screenshots of the pending 
transaction, as well. 

“So we’re trying to balance the different banks 
and our payments and still figure out why we 
aren’t able to print the checks with the new 
bank account information,” she continued.  “At 
no point has anyone on the BOE side offered to 
help with this transition in Munis so I’m doing 
this solo for both sides.”

Williamson added, “At any point, we will be 
able to pay from Dime Bank and will have sur-

plus in M&T so we are trying to mitigate that as 
much as possible while still trying to make sure 
we have enough in either bank to make neces-
sary payments.”  

She told the Rivereast that the Wednesday 
deadline is “arbitrary” and that there is not an 
actual crisis with any town or school money.

“I’m not sure what the goal of this was,” she 
said, adding that the email sent by the board 
“created the perception of a situation that was 
critical.”

Williamson said that in her mind, there was 
“zero communication” to indicate that there was 
an issue, and that during the bank transition, 
“we’ve never had any close calls with payroll.”

“From my point of view, the situation had al-
ready been resolved,” she said.

Up until this point, Williamson said she’s 
had a “workable” relationship with the school 
finance department. 

“I don’t know why this couldn’t have been 
communicated,” she asserted, saying that she 
only found out about the development through 
Bisbikos. “It’s startling.”

Seeing the emails from the school board has 
seemingly fractured their relationship moving 
forward.

“Obviously, I was devastated by that,” she said 
referring to the lack of communication. 

New Finance Employees
During the finance board meeting on Tues-

day, chairman Andrea Migliaccio announced 
that the town is bringing on two temporarily 
employees through Robert Half to assist the fi-
nance department with the budget audits.

Details regarding the two employees will 
likely be finalized this week, and their start date 
will most likely be early next week. The funding 
source for the new hires will be finalized as well. 

The Board of Selectmen was expected to re-
view the request during their meeting on Thurs-
day, after press time.

Finance board member Mike Egan praised 
the move, saying it “gets us on firm ground 
moving forward.”

Bisbikos said the employees would provide a 
“boost.”

Williamson told the Rivereast that the em-
ployees would be a “fantastic idea” for the town. 

‘The audits are too important to not execute 
flawlessly,” she said. “This makes sure it gets the 
attention it deserves.”

Both employees are expected to serve in the 
finance office for two months.

Williamson currently has one other employ-
ee, an accountant, working in her office. She ex-
pressed that her department has been continu-
ously understaffed.

“It’s more than my pride, we just need the 
help,” she said. 

In addition, a permanent finance employee is 
expected to join the department in May.

Local Realtor Joins
CBA Board of Directors
The Colchester Busi-

ness Association (CBA) 
has announced the addi-
tion of local realtor Cath-
erine McNarry to their 
Board of Directors. 

McNarry grew up in 
Canada and moved to 
Connecticut in 1996, 
where she is celebrating 
25 years in the real estate 
business and is currently employed by Carl 
Guild & Associates. 

The CBA provides support and assistance to 
local businesses through dinner meetings and 
programs, public relations and community 
events and proudly supports and organizes lo-
cal scholarships, the annual Colchester on the 
Green event, the scarecrow decorating contest, 
a holiday dinner auction and more. 

To learn more about the CBA, visit www.Col-
chesterCBA.com.

Honors List
The following Colchester residents made the 

fall 2022 Honors List at Husson University in 
Bangor, Maine:

Erin Holt, who is enrolled in Husson’s Doc-
tor of Physical Therapy/Bachelor of Science in 
exercise science program; Logan Hubbard, who 
is enrolled in Husson’s Bachelor of Science in 
extended reality program; Hailynn Kane, who 
is enrolled in Husson’s Bachelor of Science in 
nursing program.

Understanding
Your Utilities

The Public Utilities Regulatory Authority 
(PURA) will offer a program on Connecticut’s 
utilities Thursday, May 4, at 10:30 a.m., at Col-
chester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave.

Marissa Paslick Gillett, chairman of PURA, 
will discuss what the authority regulates, your 
monthly electric bills, and information about 
selecting a third-party supplier. 

Registration is required for this free program 
and opens May 1; call 860-537-3911 to register.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more 
information, call 860-537-3082 or visit Abun-
dantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. 
There is also Children’s Church available for 
ages 4-11. All are welcome. The main service 

is also broadcast live each week on Face-
book. Visit www.facebook.com/groups/abun-
dantlifeCT or look for the church on Face-
book. For more information, call the church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call 
the church to be placed on the prayer list. You 
may also ask about the various days and times 
the prayer groups meet and come at that time. 
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We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Same Low Prices As Last Year!
4-Steps only $159.99 •  5-Steps only $197.99

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R

E3
-3

1-
23

Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No 
Quantity 

Limits

No
Mail In

Rebates

Rototillers
Starting at $42.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $58.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $58.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!
Self-Propelled
LawnLawn Aerators

Colchester Stone & Landscape Supply, llc
631 Old Hartford Road • (860) 537-1526

We Carry All Your Gardening Needs
Top Soil, Sand & Fill

Stone – from boulders to river rocks
Fire Pits, Fireplaces

Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams

CONTRACTORS SPECIALS:
Pavers by Belgard, Nicolock

APRIL MULCH
SPECIAL!

Brown, Black,
& Natural Compost

$50 /yard
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22Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

COVID
Compliant

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 9-2 • Wed. 9-6
Thurs. & Fri. 9-5

Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

Warmer weather
is here...call us today

to sell your home!

Happy Spring!

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Weekly Schedule: Bible Study for Men: Mon-

days at 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.; Bible 
Study for women: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.; Com-
munity Bible Study and Prayer: Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m.; Fridays: Donuts with Don at 10 a.m. 
-- this is an open discussion on how God fits in 
your life. 

Vacation Bible School: Monday-Wednes-
day, July 24-26, from 9 a.m.-noon. Contact the 
church for more information. 

Project Graduation Trivia Night Fundraiser
All are welcome to join in a Trivia Night 

fundraiser on Friday, April 28, at the Polish 
Club. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the game 
begins at 7:30 p.m. The game will be MCed 
by Bacon Academy’s Assistant Principal “Mr. 
Mal,” and will be a night of prizes, raffles and 
trivia facts. Tickets are $20 per person, with 
tables seating up to 10. 

Registration and more information is avail-
able on our website: baconacademyproject-

grad.org.
The mission of Bacon Academy Project 

Graduation is to enhance drug and alcohol-
free awareness by providing safe and healthy 
graduation events for all graduating seniors of 
Bacon Academy, Colchester. All of the events 
Project Graduation will conduct are entirely 
paid for through the fundraising efforts and 
contributions of Bacon Academy parents, stu-
dents and community members.

Colchester Giving Garden
The Colchester Giving Garden is starting its 

2023 season and is always happy to welcome 
new volunteers. The garden is an all volunteer-
run vegetable garden that grows and donates 
fresh produce to those in need through food 
banks and area soup kitchens. 

The garden is located behind the Colchester 
Senior Center at 95 Norwich Ave. and will have 
a work time starting at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
22 – Earth Day. All are welcome; no garden-
ing experience is necessary. There will be tools 

available. Please wear closed-in shoes or boots; 
no sandals or flip-flops.

The garden will start its Tuesday night work 
time next week, on April 25, and continue 
through October at 5 p.m. There will sometimes 
be another work day during the week when the 
garden is producing at top speed. 

For more information or to be on the Giving 
Garden’s email information list, write to col-
chestergivinggarden@gmail.com or check Col-
chester Giving Garden out on Facebook.

Upcoming Programs at Cragin Library
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., 

has announced the following. For more infor-
mation, visit www.colchesterct.gov/library. The 
library can be reached at 860-537-5752.

Rainbow Popsicle Craft: Saturday, April 22, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Cragin Book Club: Monday, April 24, 6 p.m. 
The Last Checkmate by Gabriella Saab will be 

discussed. Stop by the adult circulation desk for 
a copy. 

Mushroom Identification for Beginners: 
Thursday, April 27, 5:30 p.m. Karen Monger of 
the 3 Foragers will discuss which mushrooms 
are safe to eat and which ones you should avoid.

Dried Flower Bookmarks Craft: Saturday, 
April 29, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Spring Baseball,
Softball Registration

Registration for Colchester spring baseball 
and softball teams is at www.cbsl.org. Registra-
tion closes April 30. 

Anyone interested in coaching should sign up 
for that volunteer role when registering a player. 
People can also volunteer for any of the differ-
ent volunteer roles via the “volunteer opportu-
nities” tab on the website as well.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell-dog related items for its 
ninth annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” 

The event will be held on the Town Green on 
Sunday, May 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Vendor 
slots are available at $40 per booth. There is no 
charge for nonprofit organizations. 

Email tagnobark@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

Incoming Kindergarten 
Story Time

Colchester Elementary School will host Kin-
dergarten Story Time Tuesdays, April 25 and 
May 9, for 4- and 5-year-old Colchester chil-
dren who will enter kindergarten during the 
2023-24 school year.

The sessions will run from 11:10-11:40 a.m., 
in the CES media center. Children will listen 
to books read by kindergarten teachers, while 
parents learn about Colchester’s kindergarten 
program. 

Topics for parent information change each 
session. No pre-registration is required. CES is 
located at 315 Halls Hill Rd.

Thanksgiving in April?
A turkey dinner with all the trimmings 

will be served at Westchester Congregational 
Church, 98 Cemetery Rd., on Saturday, April 
29, from 4-6 p.m.

Served will be roasted turkey, mashed 
potatoes, squash, stuffing, cranberry sauce, 
rolls and dessert, for $15 per dinner. The 
meal is drive-thru only, and is first-come, 
first-served. All proceeds benefit the church.

Project Graduation
Trivia Night Fundraiser
Project Graduation will hold a Trivia Night 

fundraiser Friday, April 28, at St. Joseph’s Pol-
ish Club. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the game 
begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $20/person, with tables seating 
up to 10. Register at baconacademyprojectgrad.
org.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 4/27/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

From the Superintendent’s Desk…
On April 20, 1999, I was a teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School in Indio, Calif. At some 

point that morning, word spread about a school shooting in Littleton, Colo. During lunch, my 
colleagues and I watched the news coverage with sadness in our hearts and a realization that 
violence like that could occur anywhere, at any time.

At the beginning of that day, few if any of us had ever heard of Columbine High School.
Now, almost all of us hear Columbine and know that’s the school where two student gunmen 

killed 13 people and wounded 20 others.
To be clear, Columbine wasn’t the first mass shooting in a school. At training exercises, law 

enforcement officials often reference a school shooting in 1998 in Jonesboro, Ark., where four 
students and one teacher were killed, and 10 others were wounded by students hiding in the 
woods outside Westside Middle School during a false fire alarm. Truth be told, that wasn’t the 
first school shooting either, but there is no denying that this type of violence has plagued our 
schools for at least 25 years.

As an educator, I’ve had a front-row seat to the changes in school facilities and operations. At 
the beginning of my career, the goal was to create the most welcoming environment possible. 
Front doors were unlocked from early in the morning until late in the afternoon. Schools were 
built with large lobbies that served as a gathering place for students before and after school, and 
for parents at evening events.

Now doors are locked, and double buzzer entry with a “man trap” is a standard for new school 
construction. In many cases, schools will also have a drop-off window to minimize the access 
of parents and the public to our schools. This “new normal” isn’t welcoming but it serves an 
important purpose.

In Connecticut, all school districts are required to submit an “All-Hazards Safety and Secu-
rity Plan” to the Department of Emergency Management on an annual basis. Districts hold a 
combination of 10 or more fire drills and crisis response drills throughout the year. In addi-
tion, school districts are required to conduct an audit/vulnerability assessment every two years. 
The feedback from these assessments is extremely helpful in improving our safety and security 
profile. Bottom line, school administrators and teachers have many responsibilities, but our top 
priority is the health and safety of our students.

Currently, a Connecticut company is conducting the vulnerability assessment in the Col-
chester schools. The assessment includes scheduled and unscheduled visits to our schools, and 
meetings with our director of facilities and operations and the school resource officer. The com-
pany will also review our district and school safety plans and procedures. The final recommen-
dations will be shared with the Board of Education later this spring.

Despite an intense focus on school safety, students and staff still enter school each day with 
the hope that they will never hear this message over the public address system: “Lockdown, this 
is not a drill, Lockdown!” As parents and community members, I’m confident that you feel the 
same way.

Daniel Sullivan III, Colchester Superintendent of Schools

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Annual Spring Clean-Up: Saturday, April 
22 (rain date April 29), at 8 a.m., on the Town 
Green. Locations include the schools, town 
buildings and parks. Meet up at noon at Mel’s 
Downtown Ice Cream for a free ice cream as a 
thank you.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, April 28, 6 p.m., at 
Town Hall. Register as a team of up to four, or 
individually (you will be put with others), and 
the first team to complete a select puzzle wins 
a prize. Bring your own snacks. Cost is $25 per 
team.

Touch-A-Truck: Saturday, April 29, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., on the Town Green. There will be kids’ ac-
tivities, games, and trucks. To participate with 
your vehicle, call the office.

Food Festival on the Green: Sunday, May 6 
(rain date May 7), on the Town Green. Follow 
the event on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
FOODIEAFF. 

Tennis Lessons: Mondays, May 1-May 22; 
make-up date: June 5. Ages 5-7 are 3:45-4:30 
p.m., and $65/session; and ages 8-12 are 4:30-
5:30 p.m., and $85/session. 

 Gentle Yoga: Online with Facebook Live. 
For ages 45 and older. The four-week classes are 
held Mondays from 4:45-5:45 p.n. Choose May 
1-June 5 (no class May 15 or 29), June 12-July 17 
(no class June 19 or July 3), or July 24-Aug. 14. 
Cost per four-week session: $35/residents, $40/
non-residents. 

Spring Pickleball: For adults age 16 and old-
er. Tuesdays, May 16-June 13, at Colchester El-
ementary School. Beginner is from 6-7:30 p.m. 
and is $30/player; Intermediate is from 7:30-9 
p.m. and is $20/player. Limited spaces available.

Card-Making Class: Thursdays, May 18, 
June 15, July 20 and Aug. 17, 6-8 p.m., at Town 
Hall. Cost: $15 per class, per person ($20 for 
nonresidents).

SPT Summer Soccer Camp: For ages 5-15. 
Monday-Friday, June 19-23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
at the RecPlex. Cost is $225/player for full-day 
(9 a.m.-3 p.m.), and $150/player for half-day (9 
a.m.-noon). There will also be a camp Monday-
Friday, July 24-28, from 5-8 p.m., at the RecPlex. 
Cost is $150/player. 

Community CPR/AED/First Aid Classes: 
Cost is $90/person. Class dates: Sept. 19, 6 p.m., 
Heartsafe CPR & First Aid; Oct. 17, BLS CPR; 
Nov. 14, 6 p.m., Heartsafe CPR & First Aid.

Bus Trips: Registration forms are available 
online. Bus will leave from Town Hall. For full 
itineraries, see the website. Newport Flower 
Show: June 25, $150/person; Niagara Falls: 
June 26-28, $679/person double occupancy; 
Montreal Festivals and Fireworks: July 2-5, 
$1,249/person double occupancy; Block Island 
Breeze: July 18, $150/person; Spooky Salem: 
Oct. 21, $114/person. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Parks and Rec. is 
always looking for volunteers to help with events 
and programs. Call the office if interested. 

Internships: College students looking for an 
internship in the recreation field can contact 
Parks and Rec. to set something up. Internships 
are available any time of the year. Call the office 
to discuss options.

Upcoming Land Trust Events
The Colchester Land Trust has announced 

the following upcoming events:
Hike-and-Seek for Families: Sunday, May 

7, 11 a.m., at Bulkeley Hill Preserve. Colchester 
Land Trust and C3 will join up to offer this free 
family hike. Pick up your hike-and-seek card to 
see what you can find along the path. The trails 
have mild inclines and can be rough, so the hike 
is not stroller friendly. Call Cindy at 860-267-
7901 for directions and more information.

Intro to Geocaching: Saturday, May 20, 11 
a.m. Experienced geocaching team Joe and Joni 
Aveni, a.k.a. AlphaDog (a geocacher handle), 

will show people how to place and find begin-
ner caches and explain why thousands join in 
this worldwide scavenger hunt.

Presentation on Bluebirds, Backyard Habi-
tats: Wednesday, May 24, 6 p.m., at Cragin Me-
morial Library, Norton Room A. Connecticut 
Audubon Society’s RTP Estuary Center’s Con-
servation & Education Coordinator Joe Attwa-
ter will teach people how they can attract blue-
birds, sparrows, warblers and more, as well as 
which bird species are likely to visit at this time 
of year.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.
gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 

Monday, April 24: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise with Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Stitch & 
Fit; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mahjongg; 
12:45 p.m., Setback; 1 p.m., Bridge.

Tuesday, April 25: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Inspired by Art Series 
– Matisse; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle, In the Know; 
1:30 p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC Meeting.   

Wednesday, April 26: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit; 1:15 p.m., Across the Ages at Wil-
liam J. Johnston Middle School; 1-2:30 p.m., Life 
Review Journaling.

Thursday, April 27: 9 a.m., Exercise with 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; noon, Chair Massage; noon-3:30 p.m., Se-
nior Benefits Counseling with Ellen; 12:30 p.m., 
Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet. 

Friday, April 28: Senior center closed for 

programs and transportation; 10 a.m., Volun-
teer Appreciation Luncheon Event, by invite only

Saturday, April 30: 10:30 a.m., Thomaston 
Opera House trip departs from Colchester Se-
nior Center (bus will arrive in front of the build-
ing).

Survivors of Stroke (SOS) Support Camp: 
Wednesdays, May 3, June 7, July 5, 1-3 p.m. Of-
fered in collaboration with Hartford Healthcare. 
Stroke survivors and their families will learn 
about stroke prevention, education, socializa-
tion, and community resources. To register, 
contact stroke nurse navigator Maureen Hahn 
at 860-823-6324 or Maureen.Hahn@hhchealth.
org.

Hearing Screenings: Friday, May 5, 10:30 a.m. 
Dr. Matthew Cross from HearUSA of Glaston-
bury will be at the center; call 860-537-3911 to 
make an appointment.

Coffee with the Commission on Aging: 
Monday, May 15, 10 a.m. Join the senior center 
for free refreshments and an informative intro-
duction to the Colchester Commission on Ag-
ing. Registration will begin in May.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice will be broadcast via Facebook Live each 
Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship videos are at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the Wor-
ship tab. Updated information is also on the 
church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held during 

worship from September through June. Chil-
dren in grades pre-K through 8 are welcome. 
The nursery is located just off the sanctuary. 
Visit the church website for more information 
and to register youth for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Guardian Angels Parish 
Offering Italy Trip

Guardian Angels Parish – which encom-
passes St. Andrew Church in Colchester and St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Lebanon – is mak-
ing a pilgrimage to Italy from Oct. 30-Nov. 9.

The Rev. Richard Breton will lead pilgrims 
through Florence, Assisi, Sorrento, Amalfi 
Coast, Pompeii and Monte Cassino, ending in 
Rome. The trip will include an audience with 
Pope Francis.

Cost is $3,479, and the trip departs from New 
York.  All admissions, fees and hotel services are 
included.

For more information, contact Angela 
Corentin at 860-402-8316 or acorentin1219@
gmail.com.

Choir and Orchestra
Seeks Members

The Colchester Choir and Orchestra rehears-
es Thursdays at Bacon Academy. New members 
are welcome.

Rehearsals are for CCO’s spring concert on 
May 20. Seats are open in both choir and or-
chestra. Choir rehearses in the choir room from 
6-7:30 p.m. Orchestra rehearses in the band 
room from 7:30-9 p.m.; come at 7 p.m. to warm 
up.

For more information, visit colchester-
choirorchestra.org, like the group on Face-
book, or email colchesterchoirorchestra@
gmail.com. Half-year registration is at tinyurl.
com/4ysam6sw.
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With Authentic Food, D’eliana Preserves Culture

Chef and new businessowner George 
Miklos, along with his wife and fellow 
owner Lauren, have enjoyed a strong 
first year serving Belltown legit, delicious 
Italian food. 

By Jack Lakowsky
After a year in business, East Hampton deli 

and restaurant D’eliana Public Market, Deli and 
Catering has really set itself apart. How? Sim-
plicity. 

Owners George and Lauren Miklos had long 
dreamed of opening a restaurant, anything 
from a bar and grill to a breakfast joint. They 
had secure, decent jobs though, and didn’t want 
to chance that for a risky venture like starting a 
small business. 

But the choice was kinda made for them – the 
pandemic hit, and both got laid off. 

“We looked at each other and though this is 
our chance,” Lauren told the Rivereast this week. 

The building became available and, after buy-
ing it and going through the town, the couple 
opened their very first business. Among other 
things, they wanted to bring authentic cuisine 
to the small-town scene, to show true-blue Ital-
ian cooking to a new generation that, let’s face 
it, just doesn’t cook as much anymore, showing 
them their parents’ and grandparent’s special-
ties.

Growing up Italian, the two draw on their 
childhood and, more recently, a trip to Italy that 
was, to put lightly, inspiring. They toured the 
country, eating some of the best food they’ve 
ever had, often with just a few, easily gotten in-
gredients – sometimes just pasta and parmesan. 

This speaks volumes considering their pal-

ates. Both are kitchen veterans. For his part, 
George has been cooking for 45 years, work-
ing in New York and as an executive chef at the 
Greenwich Hyatt. 

To wake up everyday as their own bosses? 
Amazing, they said. 

“It came out just like I pictured it,” said 
George. “It’s so great, the town’s been great, 
business has been great. We have so many regu-
lars now.”

It feels a little corny but, Lauren said, a lot of 
customers have become like family. 

And family is foundational to D’eliana, kind 
of literally – for months the couple were indeci-
sive about what to call the place. 

All they had to do was remember how in love 
they are with their granddaughter, Eliana, their 
first grandkid. (Another one’s on the way!)

One day George went ahead and wrote the 
name down on a napkin for whatever reason, 
and then put a “D” in front of it. 

Lauren’s father, in his 80s, is highly active in 
the restaurant, and customers know how ex-
pertly he fills cannoli. 

The restaurant brands itself as a public mar-
ket – an homage to an Italian market of Lauren’s 
childhood in Middletown. George grew up in 
Fairfield, near its section of renowned Italian 
restaurants. 

“We love that people feel that way when they 
come here,” said George. They’ve also do it big 

on holidays, serving traditional Christmas and 
Easter meals. On Easter, he said, “we sold out 
of everything,” and has to order double for next 
year. 

They’re as in love with Eliana as they are with 
each other, joking that, after working together 
so much, they still laugh together every single 
day. 

They get in with the community too, holding 
drives for local teachers and nearly 20 local or-
ganizations, including a highly successful fund-
raiser for the families of the two Bristol officers 
killed in a premediated attack. 

“People would just slap a $50 on the counter,” 
said Lauren. “It was awesome.”

They agreed, if you want to see D’eliana’s spe-
cialty, get the porchetta, the only truly authen-
tic one in the state. It consistently blows people 
away. 

Another very fun foodie thing – George 
bought a huge wheel of parmesan, aged it a year, 
diligently rubbing it in olive oil every other day. 
Then, when it was deep enough, he served pasta 
right out of it. 

And to boot, they’ve got grab-and-go meals, 
stuffed breads, Piedmontese beef and desserts, 
and they just started serving breakfast sand-
wiches and, in the near future, they pan to bring 
on outdoor seating, online ordering and cater-
ing. 

Epoch Arts Dinnershow
For the first time since before the start of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Epoch Arts is bringing 
back its Dinnershow Saturday, April 22, from 
6-8 p.m., at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

The cast of the original play Voyagers will 
serve a pasta dinner with bread and salad. 
Then eat a variety of desserts as they per-
form in skits, improv, musical numbers – and 
Wackadoodles! Random acts are called out 
by the Dinnershow MC, and the cast has to 

scramble to put on their costumes and per-
form on the spot.

Dinnershow is a fundraiser for the origi-
nal two-act play Voyagers, which will be per-
formed June 9, 10 and 11.

Tickets for Dinnershow are $12 each and 
reservations are recommended. For reserva-
tions – or if interested in sponsoring a skit for 
$25 – email elizabeth@epocharts.org.

Seeds of Hope 5K/10K/Fun Walk
The Congregational Church of East Hampton 

mission group, Seeds of Hope, will hold its an-
nual 5K/10K/Fun Walk on Saturday April 29. 
Register at firstmile-fitness.com or in person the 
day of the race. 

On race day, pick up your race bag beginning 
at 7:30 a.m., at the church, 59 Main St. The race 
will begin at 9 a.m. at the entrance to the Air 
Line Trail located at Cranberry Bog on Smith 
Street. Transportation will be provided to and 

from the trail head. All participants must park 
at the church. Awards will follow the race, at the 
church. 

All proceeds from the race will help to defray 
out-of-pocket costs for Seeds of Hope members 
when they are able to make their next mission 
trip. For more information or to register, go to 
firstmile-fitness.com or contact Lisa at 860-918-
1170.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 860-
267-9093. The library has a new P.O. box num-
ber: 123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. No Sat-
urday classes until summer. Cost is a $10 drop-in 
fee. Register at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30am. A spirited 
group of players; experienced to brand new. Join 
the fun!

Spinning Fibers: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Bring 
your own wheel and fiber. All are welcome.

CommuniTea: Saturday, May 13, 10 a.m.-
noon. Take out a book and have a cup of tea. 
Coffee drinkers welcome.

Writer’s Workshop/Meet-Up Group: 
Wednesday, May 24, 7-8:30 p.m. There will be 
constructive criticism, writing exercises and 
more. Get the opinion of other writers. Regis-
tration requested.

Students Daniella Garcia and Ella Conforto share a scene as Flounder and Ariel dur-
ing rehearsal of the upcoming The Little Mermaid Jr., opening Thursday, May 4.

Center School to Present Little Mermaid Jr.
By Matt Engelhardt

From May 4-6, Center School invites the com-
munity to join its students in an adventure “Un-
der the Sea” as the school presents its version of 
a Disney classic.

The Little Mermaid Jr. will reunite the audi-
ence with favorite characters like Ariel, Prince 
Eric, Sebastian, Scuttle, Flounder, King Triton, 
and the fiendish Ursula. The musical is a familiar 
adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s story, 
with a few new songs and other surprises.

The production features 4th and 5th grade per-
formers under the guidance of first-time director 
Karen Wanat. The challenge for the students is 
bigger than last year, when Center School pre-
sented the kids’ version of Disney’s Aladdin. The 
Little Mermaid Jr. is intended to be performed by 
an older cast, typically middle schoolers.

“It has been so much fun working with all the 
students, highlighting their personalities and 
abilities, as they adapt to their characters,” Wanat 
said. “I cannot wait for them to share their tal-
ents on stage. This is such a fun show, and these 
kids are going to blow the audience away with 
their performances! They have stepped up to the 
challenge of the more difficult production and I 
could not be more proud of them.”

It’s an ideal time to be performing a version 
of The Little Mermaid. A much-anticipated live 
action film is set to hit movie theaters at the end 
of May. The song catalog, from “Part of Your 
World” to “Poor Unfortunate Souls,” remains as 
popular with millennial and Gen X parents as it 
is with their children.

Wanat said the show features wonderful char-

acters, including an iconic villain in Ursula, the 
jealous sea witch who makes a pact with the 
title mermaid. Center School’s version of Ursula 
is played by fifth-grader Alexa Colwell, who is 
looking forward to making her stage debut.

“I really like the character,” Colwell said. “She 
has all these really fun songs and lines and I think 
that’s really cool, and she always has Flotsam and 
Jetsam by her side.”

Fifth-grader Ella Conforto plays the main 
stage role of Ariel, calling the mermaid one of 
her favorite Disney princesses.

“I like how she’s courageous and not afraid to 
after what she wants,” Conforto said. “The best 
part is probably just being with all my friends 
and having a good time.”

The East Hampton community has been very 
supportive of the production, Wanat said. The 
cast was fortunate to receive costumes from the 
high school, which had planned to put on the 
full version of the show prior to the pandemic. In 
addition to the costumes from the high school, 
there have been generous supply donations such 
as paint and crafts.

The majority of production costs are related 
to lighting and sound. While the high school 
and middle school have upgraded their systems, 
Center School needs to pay rental fees to light 
the gymnasium stage effectively and provide ad-
equate sound for the production, Wanat said. She 
hopes the school can use profits from the per-
formances to upgrade technology and mitigate 
costs for future productions.

The Little Mermaid Jr. runs for four perfor-
mances: Thursday, May 4 at 7 p.m.; Friday, May 5 
at 7 p.m.; and Saturday, May 6 at noon and 5 p.m. 
Tickets are $12 and sellouts are expected, so it is 
advised to purchase in advance.

To purchase tickets, reserve a program ad, or 
donate to the production, visit www.ehepto.com/
play.html.

Note: Matt Engelhardt is an East Hampton resi-
dent and parent.

Belltown Antique Engine & Tractor Meet 
The Belltown Antique Car Club will host its 

48th annual Antique Engine & Tractor Meet 
Sunday, April 30, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Fire-
man’s Field at Salmon River State Park, across 
from the Comstock covered bridge. 

Note: This year’s show is being held “rain or 
shine” on a “field conditions permitting” basis. 
Rain prior to or on the day of the show may 
cause cancellation.

On display will be an assortment of antique 
stationary engines, as well as working scale re-
productions, of the types that once powered 
early farm equipment, sawmills, lathes and even 
washing machines. Vintage farm tractors will 
also be exhibited, many of which have been re-
stored. Judging begins at noon and trophies will 
be awarded at 3 p.m.

Also included in the show is a flea market 
with vendors offering antique engine, tractor 
and vehicle parts, used power equipment for 
home/farm use, and tools. 

Food will be available, provided by the East 
Hampton Lions Club.

Admission for exhibitors, vendors and the 
general public is free, though contributions are 
accepted. Spectator parking is free. Please, no 
bicycles or pets.

For more information visit www.belltown-
antiquecarclub.org. Interested exhibitors or 
vendors should call Mark Hoydilla at 203-980-
1748, Peter Christianson at 860-510-3340 or 
Jim Way at 860-319-6088, or email belltowncar-
club@gmail.com.

Project Grad Spring Cleaning
East Hampton High School Project Gradu-

ation is hosting a Spring Cleaning with the 
thrift store Savers. Project Grad is collecting 
items for resale.  

Collection days are Saturday, April 29, from 
10 a.m.-noon, and Saturday, May 6, from 9-11 
a.m. Both collection days will be at Global Self 
Storage, 265 W. High St.

Acceptable items include: clothing, coats, 
shoes, scarves, handbags, wallets, ties, belts, 

backpacks, bedding, comforters, blankets, 
sheets, towels, tablecloths, curtains, pillows, 
pots/pans, dishes, silverware, glasses, serving 
pieces, hand-held appliances, home decorative 
items, toys, games, and small electronics.  

Please use bags for clothes and textiles and 
tightly-packed boxes for small household 
goods. 

No large items and no furniture. All items 
must be clean and in sellable condition.

Run for Fun Challenge
East Hampton Parks and Recreation 

will hold the Junior Bellringers’ Run for 
Fun Challenge Tuesdays, April 25-May 
16, 6-6:45 p.m., at the East Hampton High 
School track. Fee: $60.



NEWS BULLETIN • April 21, 2023 Page 27

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

“See everything, overlook 
a great deal, correct a 
little.”
--Pope John XXIIIPope John XXIII

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS
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1) Know Your Vehicle – Make sure before you drive any vehicle that you are not used to 
driving that you familiarize yourself with all of the controls. Learn where the signal lights are, 
and check to make sure that all of the lights are working before heading out, especially if you are 
going to be driving at night.

2) Keep a Safety Kit! This is a must for every car – make sure that you have a safety kit 
in your vehicle at all times. There are many things that you should have in your safety kit. You 
never know when you are going to break down somewhere or have an accident, and if you are 
not on a highly traveled road, it may be some time before you can get help.

3) Pay Attention to All Road Signs – There are many roads that have different 
speed limits at different sections of the roads, and this is something that you really need to pay 
attention to. Also make sure that you pay attention to any other traffic signs you see, and obey 
all parking signs.

4) No Cell Phones While Driving! Don’t use your cell phone while driving. This is 
dangerous, and even if you think you are the best multi-tasker in the world, there is no way that you 
can keep your concentration on more than one thing at a time. You need to make sure that all of your 
concentration is saved for your driving. Not only should you never talk on your cell phone while you 
are driving, you also need to remember never to send or read text messages while you are driving. 
There are too many young people killed every year because they looked away to check their messages. 

5) Pay Attention to Your Driving, Not Your Friends! Sure, when you have 
your driver’s license, it is great, because you can drive your friends all over the place. Just make 
sure that you are not too busy talking and having fun with your friends to pay attention to the 
road ahead of you. Don’t play the stereo too loud either. This can be really distracting, and if you 
are paying attention to a really cool song, you may not be paying enough attention to your driving.

From your friends at Belltown Motors...
As a family owned company and your

neighbor, we have all been there — teaching 
our kids to drive. We would like to share some 

driving tips for those new drivers, as we are also 
a collision repair facility and see far too many 

distracted driver accidents coming in.

Safety Tips for New Drivers (and all drivers as well!)

TEACHING YOUR TEENAGER TO DRIVE?

A Series of ‘Unfortunate’ Budget Cuts
By Jack Lakowsky

In response to a nearly $800,000 budget cut by 
the local Board of Finance, superintendent Paul 
Smith released a draft list of what might be on 
the chopping block. 

Smith called the list one of “unfortunate rec-
ommendations,” that affects every school in the 
district. 

About a fourth of that cut, $200,000, is from 
unexpected savings in insurance costs. 

Now Smith is proposing how to meet the rest 
of the cut; mostly, this means laying off teachers 
and staff. Decisions about what to hack off the 
budget ultimately rest with the school board. 

First on Smith’s hit list are two Memorial 
school teachers, putting two grade levels at as 
many as 26 students. Schools generally aim to 
minimize class sizes. It’s better for learning, es-
pecially for students that need extra help. 

One Center School teacher is also eyed to lose 
their job, as is another teacher or staff position 
that has yet to be unidentified.

A few possible cuts for East Hampton High 
School include a teacher, a math specialist and 
a psychologist the middle and high school share. 

All this, including some cuts to classroom 
supplies and extracurriculars, and still the su-
perintendent and the board have to find as much 
as $190,000 more in reductions. 

In his newsletter to the community Smith 
urged people to attend the April 25 Town Coun-
cil meeting, when the town and school budgets 
will be reviewed. 

Smith also wrote the district’s goal was to keep 
class sizes the same next school year, a goal that 
may not be attainable now. 

Smith emphasized that neither he nor the 
board requested new staff except for a grant-
funded psychologist. 

Now Smith will have to 5 or more teachers, 
a move that will bring the schools back down 
to the same number as when, some years ago, 
a Republican-majority town council cut teach-
ers. Two years ago a Democratic-led council re-
stored the positions, after much lobbying by the 
parents and school staff. 

In a Board of Finance meeting Monday, 
board Democrat Ted Turner decried the finance 
board’s decision, saying the last few years have 
been “hell for teachers and students,” and that 
the district needs to extra hands to catch up. He 
said the kids haven’t recovered, and that the su-
perintendent was clear he carried over last year’s 
budget with this year’s inflationary prices. 

Finance board vice chair Alannah Coshow 
said there are a lot of unanswered questions and 
wishes the school board had been more “forth-
coming.”

Board chair and Republican Bridget McLen-
nan, in a similar sentiment expressed in a 
Rivereast letter a while back by Town Coun-
cil Republican Allison Walck, questioned why 
if things are so tough for students, why are so 
many Belltown kids on the honor roll?

Another opponent was Richard Brown, who 

asked “Why aren’t the teachers doing their jobs?”
He went on. “Why are math and reading 

scores going down? Shouldn’t they be up?” 
Board Republican Russell Bonaccorso said 

he’s not “criticizing” superintendent Smith, 
there’s just a difference in who the two serve. The 
finance board, he said, has to consider everyone 
in town, not just students and their families. 

“We have to balance it out,” he said. “The 
money comes from somewhere. We don’t have 
this money locked away, refusing to share.” 

Board members pointed out that characteriz-
ing the move as parsimonious isn’t fair, that the 
district’s still getting an increase, and that “not 
long ago” school boards were asking for mere 1% 
increases. 

Both finance and school board members have 
complained about unfunded state mandates but 
are approaching them in different ways – the 
school board tackling them, the finance board 
saying it would rather “stand” against them by 
not funding them locally. 

The Rivereast and superintendent Smith were 
unable to coordinate an interview before press 
time. 

The cut surprised Smith. “This is the first I 
heard about it,” he said. 

School board chair and Independent Christi-

na Tammaro-Dzagan also said the cut came as a 
surprise, and that it was done out of misdirected 
anger. It’s the state’s underfunded mandates that 
the finance board should be frustrated with, not 
the local schools. 

“We have to comply with mandates, and we 
have to provide services the students need,” said 
Tammaro-Dzagan last week. 

The Republicans currently seated on the 
council and the finance board, she said, have 
proven to opponents of local schools and local 
public safety. Morally and politically, she said 
she couldn’t align with the local GOP on these 
issues. 

“Additionally, the lack of BOF questions dur-
ing budget workshops shows a lack of engage-
ment,” she told the Rivereast in an email. “That’s 
why I was most surprised by the large reduction. 
One thing has been made clear: there is com-
plete disregard for the students in the district 
when it comes to the Board of Finance. 

“It’s a sad day for East Hampton’s students who 
are still recovering from the loss of learning im-
posed by the overarching COVID restrictions,” 
she said. “Our only hope is the town council will 
choose to do the right thing this year and restore 
the education funds.”

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

All Ages Book Bingo!: Tuesday, April 25, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Win free books. Refreshments 
provided.  

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, 
Mindful Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Held in the library community room. For ages 
18 months and up; siblings welcome, Baby 
Rhyme Time: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For chil-
dren ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. 
Held in the library community room.

Nintendo Switch Tournament: Satur-
day, April 22, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 1-5. This 
month’s game is Mario Strikers. All skill levels 
welcome.

Family Story Time: Saturday, April 29, 2-3:30 
p.m., for ages 3-5. There will be songs, dancing, 
and stories. Siblings welcome.

Hatch the Chicken!: Through a partnership 
with Hatch the Chicken, the library is incubat-
ing seven live chicken eggs, beginning Tuesday, 
May 2. Stop by to see them and hopefully catch 

a glimpse of them hatching sometime around 
May 23. Then visit the baby chicks before they 
go back to the farm on June 6.  

DIY Days – Light Up Fireflies: Saturday, 
May 6, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in 
grades K-8 are invited to create a different toy, 
game or treat together. No registration required; 
just drop in. Available while supplies last.

Teen Programs: Teen Friday: Friday, April 
21, 3:30-4:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. Kick off 
your weekend with a craft. 

Teen Creative Writing Workshop: Wednes-
day, April 26, 5:30-7:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. 

Teen Cookbook Club – Breakfast is Served!: 
Saturday, April 29, 1 p.m., for grades 6-12. Make 
your favorite breakfast recipe and bring it to the 
library ready to share. The library will supply 
plates and utensils. 

Nintendo Switch Tournament: Saturday, 
April 29, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. All skill 
levels welcome.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club World 
Tour: Tuesday, May 2, 6:30 p.m. Bring a Mex-
ican-themed dish and copies of the recipe to 
share. 

Why Scare Tactics Don’t Work: Monday, 
May 8, 5 p.m., presented by Youth & Family 
Services.  Parents and caregivers are invited to 
learn a different way to communicate with their 
kids, while avoiding scare tactics. 

LibrarYoga with Amie Meacham: Tuesday, 
May 9, 6:30 p.m. All levels welcome. 

RTC Trade Scholarship
The East Hampton Republican Town Com-

mittee is accepting scholarship applications 
for its inaugural Trade Scholarship.  This $500 
scholarship will be awarded to any East Hamp-
ton High School senior who is planning on pur-
suing a career in a trade. 

Applications may be obtained from the East 
Hampton High School guidance department 
and are due by April 28.

Lions Club Offering 
Scholarships

The East Hampton Lions Club is offering 
graduating high school seniors who live in 
town the chance to apply for four $1,000 
scholarships.

Those planning to attend any accredited 
college, university or trade school are wel-
come to apply. It doesn’t matter if the student 
attends public, private, charter or magnet 
high school or if they are home-schooled.

Applications are available at the East 
Hampton High School guidance office, 15 
N. Maple St. Applications are due at the end 
of April.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
holds services Sundays at 10:45 a.m. All are wel-
come. The church is located at 1 East High St. 
Bible study is Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall Lounge. 
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424
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& more

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385
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SPRING
IS HERE

and the weather 
isn’t the only thing 

heating up!
Ready to see how much your home

is worth in this hot market?

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com
2790 Main Street

Glastonbury, CT 06033

Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

As They Age, Seniors Face Expensive Home Renovations 
By Jack Lakowsky

To stay in the large single-family homes 
they’ve invested time, money and sweat into, 
seniors have a hard choice of making expen-
sive home renovations or finding a new home, 
whether their own or in commercial housing. 

Many seniors – at least according to 94% of 
the people that took the East Hampton Com-
mission on Aging’s (COA) survey taking the 
temperature of what local seniors need from the 
town to comfortably stay local – want to stay 
in their homes, living as independently as pos-
sible. The COA conducted the survey about a 
year and a half ago. 

East Hampton’s situation is extra tricky. The 
town’s population is aging, quickly, and there 
isn’t a large senior living facility available to 
those who want that option, often opting for 
Manchester or Hebron, and a large majority of 
its housing stock is large, single-family homes, 
which can get expensive and inaccessible for 
seniors. 

Not always easy – as people age, their mobil-
ity often reduces, and their needs become more 
nuanced, needs that weren’t there when they 
bought their family home. 

The COA quantified local older adult needs 
and, now, starting with its presentation last 
week, is showing its plan to boost the town’s 
stock of affordable, accessible homes for seniors, 
whether by accessory dwelling units (ADUs) or 
changes to an existing home. 

East Hampton zoning official Jeremy DeCarli, 
working with the COA, went over examples of 

the dozens of kinds of renovations a home could 
need, a process that, based on what DeCarli 
said, takes money, patience and a eye for detail. 

You won’t always be able to get done all that 
you want – homes, often by their own design, 
have “limits” that need to be known, DeCarli 
said. 

“This is a way to stay at home,” said DeCarli, 
though he said, like all else, the decision often 
has a lot to do with cost. 

Everything – from walkways to doorknobs 
to ceiling fan pull-strings – has to be taken into 
question, he explained. 

For example, he said, “Old houses are notori-
ous for narrow doorways” too thin for wheel-
chairs. Decorative throw rugs get to be tripping 
hazards; stairs, even if just one, can be come im-
passable; the distance between front door and 
driveway can become far too long; the twist-
ing of a doorknob can become impossible for 
people with wrist issues, and they need to be 
replaced with the lever-style. 

“Lots of people have gravel parking,” DeCarli 
said, because aesthetically, gravel’s appealing. 
But, with the way they shift, the rocks can be 
difficult for anyone with mobility challenges. 

“Do you have railings? A covered entry? 
Which way does the door swing? Could a ramp 
be installed?” DeCarli asked.

DeCarli said this is work to be done sooner 
than later – reduced mobility is pretty much an 
inevitability. DeCarli, using himself as example, 
said he has to plan for old knee injuries he ex-

pects to flare up in his 60s, decades away for 
him. 

He said toilets are usually too low, and bath-
rooms too small for wheelchairs. Even the light 
switches have to be looked at – are they too 
high?

DeCarli stressed the need for using licensed 
contractors, that the last thing anyone wants to 
is have their grab bars rip out of a wall because 
of a shabby installation. 

DeCarli also touched on ADUs. Last year the 
state made a move to make affordable housing 
more available in Connecticut, passing a bill 
that told towns to get 10% of their housing stock 
to affordable. Another piece of the bill allowed 
towns to make ADUs a “by-right” type of hous-
ing, rather than having to get a special permit, 
a longer process that makes applications more 
vulnerable to denial. Last year the East Hamp-
ton Planning and Zoning Commission opted 
out of this, and ADUs still need special permits 
locally. Then-board chair Ray Zatorski pointed 
out how, to his knowledge, the zoning board has 
never denied an application for an ADU. 

DeCarli said East Hampton’s housing regula-

tions are strict, and that the town and relevant 
boards are looking into ways to make them bet-
ter. 

DeCarli said ADUs are a good way to diver-
sify the town’s housing stock, encourage multi-
generational living – which can save on child-
care costs and keep seniors connected to their 
families. Loneliness is a chief issue among se-
niors everywhere, and based on the COA’s sur-
vey, Belltown old timers are no exception. 

And ADUs shouldn’t just be relegated to 
housing gramma and grandpa, lovely as they 
are; ADUs make a good option for younger peo-
ple too, whether they live on a family property 
or rent from a mom-and-pop landlord. 

The reverse is also an option – seniors, or 
whoever wants to, can build a smaller accessory 
unit and rent out their larger home. There are 
lot size and other standards to meet. Call the 
town for more details. 

Overall, DeCarli and the town are “working 
to make things a little easier” to keep local se-
niors, particularly those that have dedicated de-
cades to their homes, their properties and the 
whole town, local. 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 
p.m.; Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person and 
via Zoom; Cross Stitch: Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 
p.m. – all levels welcome; Tap Dance: Thurs-
days, 11:15-11:45 a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 
9:30-11 a.m. – let the center know in advance if 
you plan to attend; Mahjongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-
noon – call also to put your name on a list if in-
terested in learning how to play; Textile Group: 
Fridays, 1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet indoors or 
via Zoom.

Art with Karen: Sunday, April 23, 2-4 p.m. 
Karen Williams will take people through the 
beginner steps of creating an acrylic painting. 
Class cost is $5 for supplies. Pay Williams the 

day of the event.
Birthday Party: Monday, April 24, 11 a.m., 

for all born in January, February, March and 
April. There will be cupcakes, music and com-
edy. Guests welcome. 

Ageless Mindful Awareness Techniques: 
Monday, April 24, 1 p.m. Techniques engage 
in healing, self-compassion, and gratitude in a 
group setting.

Free Blood Pressure Screening: Monday, 
April 24, 12:30-1:30 p.m., at the senior center. 
Chatham Health sponsors this monthly clinic. 
Need to monitor your blood pressure? Stop by; 
no appointment necessary.

Public Health Awareness Week: Tuesday, 
April 25, 10:30 a.m. Stephanie Reyes from Cha-
tham Health will provide a half-hour presenta-
tion on the week.

Trips: Stayin’ Alive at the Aqua Turf Club: 
See a tribute to the ‘70s band the Bee Gees. This 
day trip to Plantsville will be Monday, May 22. 
Cost is $116. Coffee and donuts provided upon 
arrival and a family-style lunch will be served. 
Call for more information or stop by to pick up 
a flyer.

Saratoga: Aug. 2-3. Cost is $429/person for a 
double/triple and $509/person for a single. De-
posit of $150 is due May 2. Call for more infor-
mation or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. 

Music Event: All are invited Sunday, April 
23, at 9 a.m., for a music worship event entitled 
“Hope Resides Here.”

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities are offered for kids in the Fellow-
ship Hall during the worship service. All are 
welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Book of 
Revelation.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. The 
church website is at www.hncovenantchurch.
org.

Police News
4/7/23: Kweku Dougan, 28, of 19 Holly Dr., 

was issued a summons for reckless driving, East 
Hampton Police said. 

4/10: Heather Salg, 43, of New Haven, was ar-
rested and charged with evading responsibility, 
failure to drive right and failure to have insur-
ance, police said.

4/11: Bethanne Tolhurst, 40, of Lebanon, was 
issued a summons for operating a motor vehicle 

with a suspended license, police said. 
4/16: Joseph Sustakoski, 58, of no certain ad-

dress, was issued a summons for driving under 
suspension, misuse of marker plates and oper-
ating an unregistered and uninsured motor ve-
hicle, police said. 

From April 10-16, officers responded to 13 
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and 14 
alarms, and made 38 traffic stops, police said.

Quilt Show Coming 
The Haddam Neck Congregational Church 

Quilt Show will take place Saturday and Sun-
day, April 29 and 30, at the church, 408 Quar-
ry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. Hours are 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. 

The show will feature dozens of handmade 
quilts, a tea room, and a Bits & Pieces sale of 
fabric, yarn and notions. Admission is a sug-
gested $8 donation. 

To submit quilts, email mapionzio@com-
cast.net.

Garden Club
Meets April 24

The Monday, April 24, meeting of the 
Belltown Garden Club will be devoted to 
spring garden clean-up and maintenance. 
Meet at 5 p.m. at the Comstock Bridge for 
clean-up work, and then adjourn to East 
Hampton Public Library for pizza and the 
club’s business meeting

All are invited to attend. The East Hamp-
ton Belltown Garden Club is a member of 
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut and 
National Garden Clubs. 

Call Sue Hewes at 860-575-1349 for more 
information.

Free Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection 

The Lower CT River Council of Govern-
ments will hold a free Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection event Saturday, April 22, from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Clinton Public Works Ga-
rage, 117 Nod Rd., Clinton. 

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region which includes East Hampton 
and Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. 

Visit rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste 
for more information.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

Exhilarating Music 
Worship Event 

 
 
 
 
 

”HOPE RESIDES HERE” 
 

Sunday April 23, 9 A.M. 
 

Haddam Neck  
Covenant Church 

17 Haddam Neck Road,  
East Hampton 
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Elizabeth Sennett of East Hampton will discuss her 40 years in the art world at the 
East Hampton Art Association’s Wednesday, April 26, meeting. She is shown here 
plein air painting at Edgar D Williams Sr. Memorial Park in East Haddam in early 
September 2022.

Local Artist Shares Knowledge Next Week
Elizabeth Sennett of East Hampton will pres-

ent a variety of ideas, from her painting mixtures 
to her poetry about her paintings, at the next 
meeting of the East Hampton Art Association 
(EHAA), on Wednesday, April 26, at 7 p.m., at 
East Hampton Public Library at 105 Main St.

Sennett will cover 40 years of her art world. 
She has taught painting for many years in vari-
ous towns in Connecticut. She paints her world: 
her flower gardens, the New England landscape, 
floral still lifes, and the people she knows. She 
was one of the founders of the East Hampton 
Art Association and continues to be very active 
in it. She still continues to teach even after 40 
years.

Sennett has displayed her paintings in many 
shows and has won numerous awards. Her paint-

ings are in many public as well as private collec-
tions. They have been purchased by Connecticut 
Bank and Trust, Jefferson Federal Savings, City 
Savings, Manchester Community College and 
Northeast Utilities. She has been known for her 
watercolor paintings as well as oils. She won the 
Esther Fay Memorial Award at the New Britain 
Museum of Art. There was a special featured 
story about her art in Ink Publications. 

All are welcome. The program is free to mem-
bers and students, with a suggested donation of 
$4 for non-members. Coffee/tea and refresh-
ments will be served.

Being a member of the EHAA costs $15/year 
per individual or $20/year per family. The art as-
sociation’s May meeting will be Wednesday, May 
24 at 7 p.m.

Senior Center Transportation Change
There has been a change in the driver hours, 

due to changing needs. Previously the hours 
were Monday-Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The new schedule is Monday-Friday from 
10:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. Occasionally a medical 
transport can be accommodated, if time is avail-
able. Transportation continues to be available 
for local trips within East Hampton.  

The service is available to East Hampton resi-
dents age 60 or over on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The van is accessible, allowing transpor-
tation of wheelchairs and similar equipment. 
There is no charge for the service; however, do-
nations are accepted. 

Schedule your ride by calling the senior cen-
ter at 860-267-4426. 

Ambulance, Fire
Open House

All are invited to join the East Hampton 
Ambulance Association and East Hampton 
Volunteer Fire Department for an Open 
House day Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Folks can meet public safety experts, 
visit the ambulance bay and the fire station, 
and learn valuable skills.

At the Ambulance Open House, the am-
bulance crew will teach hands-only CPR 
and overdose prevention education, along 
with offering truck tours and Files of LIFE 
(Lifesaving information for emergencies). 
The address is 4 Middletown Ave.

At the Fire Department Open House, 
firefighters will offer fire education, fire ex-
tinguisher demos and vehicle extrication 
demos as well as truck tours. The address is 
3 Barton Hill Rd.

These events are open to all ages. 

Congregational Church 
News & Notes

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Seeds of Hope fundraiser Race: Saturday, 
April 29.

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Sunday School: New students are welcome. 
Contact the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard for infor-
mation at jneelrichard16@gmail.com.

Lenten Vitamin Drive: There is still time to 
donate during April, to benefit the children of 
St. Vincent’s School. 

Church Directory: An updated directory is 
in progress. If you have not yet had your picture 
taken, see Dick Napoletano after the service.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0278 or 
contact Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-
633-0472.

Drug Take-Back Day
The East Hampton Prevention Partnership 

will participate in DEA’s National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day Saturday, April 22, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., at Town Hall. 

Items that are accepted are prescriptions, Rx 
patches, Rx medications, OTC medications, vi-
tamins, and medications for pets. Items not ac-
cepted include thermometers, inhalers, aerosol 
cans, needles and ointments/liquids. 

Contact Courtney Fitzkee at cwidrick@east-
hamptonct.gov with any questions.

Lions Collecting for School Libraries
April is School Library Month – and the Li-

ons are celebrating. 
The East Hampton Lions Club is hoping to 

spend $2,023 for the purchase of new library 
books for both Memorial and Center schools. 
The Lions have committed to this amount if res-
idents match this amount. Anyone who donates 
can request which school their donation will 
benefit. Once again, the Lions Club will match 
all donations up to the amount of $2,023.

Donations will be accepted April 24-May 15. 

All titles will be selected by library media spe-
cialist Rebecca Flannery. Titles will be ordered 
this school year to be added into circulation at 
the beginning of next school year.

Checks should be made to East Hampton Li-
ons Charities. Donations are tax-deductible and 
should be mailed to: East Hampton Lions Club, 
P.O. Box 153, East Hampton, CT 06424.

Contact Tim Csere at csere4@comcast.net for 
more information.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations
It’s not even May yet, but Epoch Arts is al-

ready thinking about autumn – and this Satur-
day will begin accepting donations for its an-
nual fall tag sale. The tag sale is Epoch’s biggest 
fundraiser.

Tag sale donations will be accepted every 
second and fourth Saturday from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
starting tomorrow, April 22. Do not drop do-
nations off at any other time, and do not leave 

donations outside our building. You will only be 
able to drop off donations if somebody is there 
to accept them. 

Items not accepted for the sale include: com-
puters and any accessories including monitors, 
printers, keyboards and mouses; televisions; 
child car seats, cribs, mattresses, bed frames, 
couches, encyclopedias, textbooks, large exer-
cise machines, old-style phones and cell phones, 
and large sofa chairs.

DTC Scholarship Available
The Democratic Town Committee invites 

East Hampton High School seniors interested in 
public service to apply for the $500 scholarship 
in memory of Governor William O’Neill. 

Applications can be obtained at the high 
school guidance office and are due by April 29. Volunteers Needed for 

Lake Clean-Up Day
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug will hold 

the town’s annual Lake Clean-Up Day Saturday, 
April 22, starting at 9 a.m. at Sears Park. 

Volunteers are needed – any amount of time 
is welcome – to help clean up the perimeter 
around the lake.  All volunteers will receive a 
new Lake Pocotopaug T-shirt, garbage bags, 
gloves, directions, and area assignments, along 
with snacks at Sears Park. 

Rain date is Sunday, April 23. For more de-
tails visit www.flpeh.org or call Joe Carbonell at 
860-917-7366. 

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 4/30/23.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Obituary Policy
Obituaries must be submitted no later 

than noon Wednesday for inclusion in that 
week’s paper. There is a $75 charge for all 
obituaries.

tially enlisted. 
Then, their discovery of the 1889 Connecti-

cut Record of Service book highlighted each 
man’s military service in relation to the Civil 
War, which confirmed that far more than 200 
people from Colchester served at some point 
between 1861-65.

The process, and pressure, of finding as many 
local connections as possible was like “peeling 
the layers of an onion,” Watson said. 

Some information led to interesting discov-
eries. The veterans’ group known as the Grand 
Army of the Republic had a chapter in Colches-
ter located at the site of the current senior cen-
ter. Other times, it was difficult to reach firm 
conclusions, or write with absolute certainly 
that groups or individuals participated in spe-
cific events.

“It was frustrating and a delight,” Watson as-
serted, adding that sometimes she would step 
away from the creative process for a month to 
decompress. Because the abundance of detail 
was limited, the authors had to balance creativ-
ity with fact.

“You need to read between the lines, but you 
have to be careful,” she said.

Certain patterns emerge, which provide the 
reader with a more “human” understanding 
of a period that is often out of mind for many 
people. Dupuis pointed out that he learned Col-
chester had four sets of fathers and sons serving 
together, which was a “really neat find.”

Colchester featured African American ser-
vice members, musicians and medical person-
nel. 

Many stories are elaborated on in great detail.
Capt. Henry H. Crocker was born in Col-

chester in 1839 and enlisted on March 19, 1863.  
He originally enlisted in Massachusetts and 
was promoted to captain in 1864 before being 
wounded later that year in Cedar Creek, Va., 
where he led an operation that resulted in 14 
prisoners being captured. Crocker was awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions in 1896.

George W. Riley enlisted 1863 and most likely 
lied about his actual age. The Army believed he 
was 20 years old even though he was only 15 at 
the time. Riley wasn’t listed in the Connecticut 
Record of Service, and the authors believe his 
parents forbade him from serving, prompting 
him to travel to New York to formally enlist. 

A passage reads, “A practice used by underage 
recruits who didn’t have their parent’s permis-
sion at the age of 16 years was to write the num-

ber ’18’ on a piece of paper and put it n one of 
their shoes. When the young men were asked by 
a recruiter, ‘Are you over 18?’ They could then 
honestly answer that they were ‘over’ 18.”

Riley became sick in 1864 and was dis-
charged. He died of tuberculous in Colchester.

“It’s so poignant,” Watson said. “You can feel 
how distraught the mother was over this.”

The book itself is dedicated to William Buck-
ingham, Connecticut’s governor during the war, 
who was born in Lebanon and attended Bacon 
Academy High School. He was also a stockhold-
er of the Hayward Rubber Company.

Buckingham personally put up $50,000 (near-
ly $1 million by today’s equivalent) in personal 
credit to help with the state’s military expenses.  

“There’s so many different angles,” Watson 
said. “These little gems pop up.”

Beyond the stories of enlisted men, the book 
explores post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and other cultural issues. There is insight into 
the contribution of women, who played an ac-
tive role in the war effort.

There was a narrative of two brothers who en-
listed, but only one returned home, resulting in 
survivor’s guilt. Instead of PTSD, the term used 
was “soldier’s heart.”

The authors thoroughly studied Colchester 
cemeteries and provided detailed information 
for each one. One section that seems unique is 
the 31 markers at Linwood Cemetery known as 
the “Soldiers’ Plot.” There are four soldiers from 
Louisiana who likely never traveled to Connect-
icut, but were “embraced as honorary Colches-
ter residents” in death.

The goal of the book, Watson said, was to help 
expand the Civil War knowledge and potential-
ly learn about even more stories. 

“We really hope this book will bring out more 
people,” she said. “This is part of the fabric that 
makes the town what it is and if this helps make 
people more aware of that foundation, that 
would be wonderful.”

Dupuis added that with this book and the 
previous one, as well, subjects that are often 
overlooked were flushed out.

“Very few people were focused on the little 
guy,” he said. 

The authors self-published the book and part-
nered with the Colchester Historical Society. 
Dupuis and Watson said they aren’t making any 
profit on the book, but look forward to sharing 
their insights during community presentations.

“The fun part is getting to talk about it,” Wat-
son said. “It’s our baby.”

Copies can be picked up at the Colchester 
History Museum located at 24 Linwood Ave., 
adjacent to the Cragin Memorial Library.  The 
Colchester History Museum is open to the pub-
lic on Sundays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., until De-
cember. The book will also soon be available 
through the historical society’s website. 

Dupuis and Watson are both members of 
the society. Dupuis is a retired Officer Director 
of the State of Connecticut and a retired Chief 
Petty Officer of the U.S Naval Reserve. He is a 
member of the Alden Skinner Camp No. 45 of 
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Watson has a B.S in American history from 
Central Connecticut State University.

Irene Watson, left, and her husband Norman Dupuis, right, recently published a new book 
detailing the town’s involvement in the Civil War.
$Colchester’s War History, cont. from page 1

Lebanon
Alan Robert Russell

Alan Robert Russell, 
of Lebanon, passed away 
Thursday, April 13, at 
Hartford Hospital, after a 
difficult illness with can-
cer. He was 68 years old. 
Alan was born May 28, 
1954, in Hartford, a son of 
the late Donald and Alice 
(Windsor) Russell. Alan 
grew up in Glastonbury 
and graduated from Glastonbury High School. 

Alan was a hard-working man who loved 
building, tinkering and creating new things. He 
was a self-employed carpenter working as Alan 
Russell Carpentry throughout his career and re-
tiring a few years ago. In his free time, Alan was 
a member of the East Hartford Employees Golf 
League. He will be remembered for his happy 
demeanor and wonderful smile, which he main-
tained through the good times and hard times 
in his lifetime. 

He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by his stepdaughter and her 
family, with whom he made his home on 
Amston Lake, Shelley and Robert Kay; a step-
daughter, Jessica Watson of Wisconsin; grand-
children Kelsie Kay, Codi and wife Ingrid Kay of 
Columbia, Abigail, Kate and PJ Watson of Wis-
consin; a brother, Gary Russell of Colchester; 
nieces, Beth Kiss and husband, Doug of Coven-
try, Brenda Lincoln of Webster, N.Y.; a nephew, 
Donald and his wife Rena Russell of Colchester; 
great-grandchild, Phoebe Kay; and many other 
extended family members and friends. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased 
by a sister, Donna Walsh. 

A memorial service was held Thursday, April 
20, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A memorial ser-
vice followed that day. Burial will be private. 

Donations in his memory may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, www.cancer.org. 

To sign the online guestbook or share a mem-
ory of Alan, please visit www.auroramccarthy-
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Paul E. Bengston

Paul E. Bengston, 75, of Colchester, passed 
away Saturday, April 8, at Yale New Haven 
Hospital after a brief illness. Paul was born in 
Hartford Nov. 29, 1947, and grew up in Port-
land. The oldest son of Oscar and Madeline 
Bengston, Paul was followed by his predeceased 
brother David, and is now survived by brother 
Peter (wife Lori), sister Dawn (husband Russell 
Woodward) and sister-in-Law Bonnie Decarli.

Paul’s life and memory will also live on 
through his wife Susanne and his two sons, Ste-
phen (Spouse Karisa) and Ryan. Paul’s memory 
will also live through his grandson Cru and 
Paul’s numerous nieces including Laura, daugh-
ter of Peter, and nephews, including Josh and 
Justin, sons of David. Paul would want more 
than anything to be remembered as a man who 
truly loved his family.

Paul served two tours in the Vietnam War 
with the United States Marine Corps. After 
Vietnam, Paul took numerous jobs including 
that with the Portland Police Department and 
the Connecticut Department of Environmen-
tal Protection until finally accepting a position 
with the town of Portland, where he served as 
the Director of Buildings and Grounds until his 

Colchester
Louise Labbe

Louise Labbe of Col-
chester passed into the 
arms of the Lord on Fri-
day, April 14. She was 84 
years old. Louise was born 
Aug. 2, 1938, in Hartford. 
She was a daughter of the 
late Henry and Loretta 
(Leroux) Noel. 

Louise moved to Col-
chester in the early 1960s. 
As a single mother and 
homemaker, she raised her four daughters as 
a devoted and loving mother, seeing to their 
every need, supporting their every endeavor, 
and teaching them strength of character by ex-
ample. She was a communicant of St. Andrew 
Church and a member of the Colchester Senior 
Center. Louise was a talented crafter, especially 
with blanket crocheting. She loved bingo, word 
search puzzles, gardening in her yard and going 
for leisurely walks around town. 

She will be dearly missed, but always re-
membered with love by her children, Michelle 
(Todd) Firmin of Lady Lake Florida, Rachelle 
(Christopher) Weimer of Salem, Annmarie 
Ballaro of Taftville, Annette (Gabe) Daly of 
Plymouth, Mass.; siblings, Leo (Nancy) Noel 
of Vernon, John (Gerry) Noel of Wethersfield, 
Raymond (Marcella) Noel of E. Longmeadow, 
Mass., Jeanne Collier of West Hartford, Rita 
Powell of Irwin, Pa.; grandchildren, Brian, 
Marissa, Chelsea, Fletcher, Nicholas, Madison; 
great-grandchildren, Javon, Zyhair, Bruce, Wes-
ley, Malaki; and numerous extended family and 
friends. 

In addition to her parents and former hus-
band; she was predeceased by a brother, Ray-
mond Noel and his wife Marcella, and late sister, 
Jeanne Collier. 

Calling hours were held Wednesday, April 19, 
at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester. The funeral Mass was 
celebrated on Thursday, April 20, at St. Andrew 
Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Colchester. Burial 
took place in the New St. Andrew Cemetery. 

Donations in her memory may be made to 
the American Cancer Society. 

For online condolences, please visit www.au-
roramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Robert Jones

We regret to announce 
the passing of Robert 
“Bob” Jones, 79, of East 
Hampton, on Thursday, 
March 16. Bob passed 
away peacefully at home, 
surrounded by his loved 
ones.

Bob is survived by his 
wife, Linda; son, Chris; 
sister, Linda Nadeau; sis-
ter in-law, Judy Shapiro; 
and his nieces and nephews. A private celebra-
tion of life will be scheduled for family and 
friends.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to 
Hartford Hospital Cancer Center.

retirement after more than 40 years.
Paul was an avid fisherman who held a Unit-

ed States Coast Guard captain’s license, he was 
a skilled carpenter and lover of ice cream. Paul 
was a great friend to all and loved to make peo-
ple laugh with his constant stories and humor.

Graveside services will be held Saturday, 
April 22, at 10:30 a.m., in the Swedish Cemetery, 
Portland. Friends may call at the Portland Me-
morial Funeral Home, 231 Main St., Portland, 
today, Friday, April 21, from 4-7 p.m.
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175th Anniversary Events
Several events have been planned for the 

Andover 175th Anniversary. Offerings in-
clude: 

Thursday, May 18:  Anniversary Dedication 
Ceremony of Town Gazebo, 6-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 20: Anniversary Fun Festi-
val, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Andover History Talk, 2-4 
p.m. 

Saturday, June 3: Olde Andover Burial 
Ground Tour, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Townsend 
Cemetery Tour, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 3: Funky Monkey (Overan-

dOver), 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday, June 4: Doris Chamberlain Trail 

Hike, 9-11 a.m. 
Saturday, June 10: Congregational Church 

Garden Tours, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Andover Library 
Mural Lecture, 2-3 p.m. 

Saturday, June 17: Pollinator Garden Tour, 
9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, June 24: Finale – Andover Lake 
BBQ Beach Party, at a time to be determined. 

For more information, search for “Andover 
CT 175th Anniversary” on Facebook. Library Friends Passes 100 Members!

Acting president Julie Victoria and member-
ship chair Janice Bazzani announce that 2023 
membership in the Andover Friends of the Li-
brary group has climbed to 109 members – as 
the group hopes to surpass last year’s record 
high of 138.

Membership spans the January-December 
calendar year and a donation is all that is re-
quired to become a new or renewing member. 
The Library Friends is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization that conducts fundraisers and spon-
sors events to help support the needs of Ando-
ver Public Library beyond its regular budget.

To join the Friends or renew your member-
ship, visit the library during open hours, Mon-
day-Thursday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., or access the membership form 
at tinyurl.com/ymfwz6bk. Andover Public Li-
brary is located at 355 Route 6.

Membership can also be renewed at the Li-
brary Friends’ annual Goods and Services Auc-
tion, taking place Friday, May 19, at 6 p.m., at 
the Town Hall community room. For more in-
formation, email andoverfol@gmail.com or call 
the library at 860-742-7428.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-
vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is April 26. The senior food pan-
try is open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 
9-9:30 a.m.; next date is May 3. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Kentucky Derby Tea: Saturday, May 6, 1-3 

p.m. Cost is $10/person.
Tag Sale: Saturday, May 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. For 
all senior events and information, visit the se-
nior page of the town website, andoverct.org.

Shopping Dates: Tuesdays. Willimantic: 
4/25, 5/9, 5/23. Manchester: 5/2, 5/16, 5/31. 
Masks available on all vehicles.

Senior Luncheons: Fridays, 4/28, 5/5, 5/19. 
Reservations required by previous Wednesday. 
Menus: Salisbury steak on 4/28, stuffed shells on 
5/5 and barbecue outside the tent on 5/19.

 Senior Trips: Rose trip to Elizabeth Park, 
6/14; train/boat ride to Gillette Castle, 6/30; 
Main Moose, 7/14 and 8/11. Sign up with Carol 
Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2. 

175th Anniversary of Andover: Celebration 
events will begin with a dedication ceremony  
Thursday, May 18, at the town hall gazebo with 
speakers, AES children performing from 6-7:30 
p.m. Light refreshments will be served. The tent 

will be up with tables for seating available. Rides 
available by calling Palazzi.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-
able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 
and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, all medical ap-
pointments, and to the monthly farmers mar-
kets, are available by calling Palazzi. All seniors, 
veterans and disabled are welcome. If you have 
a caregiver, they may come with you. 

New Seniors Welcome: New seniors are 
welcome to all events. Call Palazzi for all lun-
cheon reservations and transportation needs, 
including rides to medical appointments. For 
all Young at Heart events including movies, call 
Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call Town 
Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 for all 
trip information.

Earth Day Clean-Up
Earth Day is Saturday, April 22, when town 

residents will meet at the Andover Congrega-
tional Church on Route 6 at 9 a.m. to pick up 
trash bags and gloves to help clean up Andover 
streets. Mike Palazzi, Bill Penn and Cathy Des-
rosiers will be there to give out assignments and 
instructions. 

All are welcome to participate; no experience 
needed. Mike Burke, in charge of the Lake Dis-
trict, will have his helpers meet at the lake for 
distribution items. 

Cleaning is completed at 11 a.m., when bags 
will be taken to the Transfer Station.

Norton Commission 
Scholarship Available
Applications are being accepted through 

May 1 for the $1,000 Chester D. Norton 
Scholarship. 

Andover residents who are graduating 
high school seniors and will attend a 2- 
or 4-year accredited college/university or 
technical school are eligible. 

For applications, visit www.andover-
connecticut.org/norton-childrens-fund-
commission. Applications can be submit-
ted online or saved as a pdf and emailed to 
nortonchildrensfundcommission@gmail.
com.

Scholarship Available
Andover Elementary School is taking ap-

plications for the Andover Education Associa-
tion and the Andover PTA annual scholarship, 
which is being offered to any Andover student.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
calling AES at 860-742-7339.

Applications are due May 5.

Veterans Meeting
April 15

The next Andover Veterans meeting will be 
Saturday, April 15, from 1-3 p.m., at the Town 
Hall Community Room.

The meeting will feature special guest au-
thor MSG (R) Marc Youngquist, a member of 
the Connecticut Army National Guard who has 
written a book based on the deployment of his 
unit to Iraq in 2003-04. Copies of the book will 
be available following his presentation. 

For this special event, all are invited; no mili-
tary affiliation is required.

Bingo & Baskets
Andover Congregational Church, 359 

Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Baskets night 
on Friday, April 28, starting with dinner at 
5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, 
drink, dessert and bingo.  No reservations 
required. Leave a message at the church at 
860-742-7696 for more information.

Library Friends
Offer Scholarship

The Andover Friends of the Library group 
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover 
high school senior. Applications are due May 
1, and are available at the guidance office at 
RHAM High School; at Andover Public Library, 
355 Route 6; or online at tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

The applicant must be currently enrolled as a 
senior in any high school, use the scholarship to 
further their education, and hold a valid Ando-
ver Public Library card. 

Completed applications must be dropped off 
at the library or emailed to the Friends at an-
doverfol@gmail.com. For more information, 
call the library at 860-742-7428 or email the 
Friends. 

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2023-24 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Dec. 31, 2023, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.

175th Committee
Selling Items

All are invited to purchase T-shirts, cook-
books, ornaments or calendars from the town’s 
175th Committee. All money raised will sup-
port the events planned for May and June. 

Items can be purchased at Town Hall. 

Library Friends
Collecting for Auction

The Andover Friends of the Library Auction 
Committee is in the process of collecting dona-
tions for the 21st annual Goods and Services 
Auction that will be held Friday, May 19, at 6:30 
p.m., in the Community Room of the Town Of-
fice Building., 17 School Rd.

Popular items include: gift certificates, hand-
made items like jewelry, scarves, quilts, afghans, 
sports items, paintings and music/video games.

Donations may be dropped off in the town 
clerk’s office at the Town Office Building, or 
mailed to A.F.O.L - c/o Carol Lee, 17 School 
Road, Andover, CT 06232. People may also 
call Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 to arrange 
pick-up.

Farmers Markets
Start in June

The Andover Farmers Market will take place 
the second Wednesday of each month, start-
ing June 14, from 4-7 p.m., along Route 6 at the 
First Congregational Church. 

There will be several farmers, bakers, a food 
truck and music. The markets are held outside.

The final market will be Saturday, Nov. 4, 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., and will include crafters.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING
Tuesday, May 2, 2023 - 7:00 p.m.

The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in town meetings in 
the Town of Andover are hereby notified that the Annual Budget 
Meeting for the Town of Andover will be held at the Andover 
Elementary School in the Gymnasium – 35 School Road – An-
dover, Connecticut on Tuesday, May 2, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  For 
the following purposes:
1. To choose a Moderator for said meeting
2. To receive the budget for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 to June 
30, 2024 as prepared by the Board of Finance
3. To approve a budget for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 to June 
30, 2024
4. Adjourn
Copies of the Budget are available in the Town Clerk’s Office.  
Voting by absentee ballot is not permitted for this meeting.  
Dated at Andover, Connecticut this 10th  day of April, 2023.
Andover Board of Selectmen 1TB 4/21
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!On it.

Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON-

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
ATTENTION SEWER USERS

Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the 
sewers in East Hampton that the second installment of the sewer 
use payment is due and payable on April 1, 2023. The last day on 
which to pay without penalty is May 1, 2023. Property owners 
will not receive a second sewer use bill for the installment 
due on April 1, 2023. The October bill was a three-part form 
which includes the April installment.
Payments received May 2, 2023 and later, including payments 
postmarked May 2, and later, are considered past due and will 
be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per month or a fraction 
thereof, 18% per annum, from the due date of the tax, as required 
by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 and 146. The mini-
mum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill.  A returned check fee 
is $20.  Payments legibly postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service 
on or before May 1, 2023 are considered on time regardless of 
when they are received by the Collector of Revenue.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a bill 
does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, interest 
charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130 and 
12-146.  Interest is charged on all late payments.  There are no 
exceptions.
Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton.  
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online at www.mytaxbill.net/
easthampton Note: Your sewer account number is required 
when making a payment online.
Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:00 
am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am 
– 12:30 pm.
Respectively Submitted,
Scott Clayton
Public Utilities Administrator

3TB 3/24, 4/7, 4/21

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold 
a regular meeting on May 3, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall 
and via ZOOM Virtual Meeting to consider the following:

PZC-23-005: Lynn Robinson, 27 North Main Street, Special 
Permit for conversion to different non-conforming use, 8.2.D, 
Map 01A/ Block 39A/ Lot 15
Text Amendment Regarding Required Setbacks on Non-
Conforming Lots in the R-1 Zone: Section 8.2 of the East 
Hampton Zoning Regulations

Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in the 
Land Use Office 860-267-7450.

2TB 4/21, 4/28

NOTICE JOINT AGENCY/PUBLIC MEETING 
On April 26, 2023, Scott Sanicki will hold a meeting as part of the 
East Hampton Inland and Wetlands and Watercourses Agency 
(IWWA) to explain the proposed project and potential environ-
mental impacts and discuss the data and studies to be provided 
in its upcoming application to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a 10 megawatt exemption for the Quiet Woods 
Water Wheel Hydroelectric Project. The project would be located 
at Pocotopaug Creek, East Hampton, Middlesex County, CT 
The meeting will be held during the regularly scheduled Town of 
East Hampton IWWA meeting as part of the agenda on April 26, 
2023 at 6:30PM located at the East Hampton Town Hall and on 
Zoom (see website for details) 
During this meeting a public site visit will be scheduled and 
published following the discussion. For more information, contact 
Scott Sanicki 860-267-2759 1TB 4/21

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

The Colchester Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on May 3, 2023, beginning at 7:00 PM in the 
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT to hear and consider the following petition(s):
PZC 2023-006 of ASW, LLC (Applicant) and Roaring Brook Advi-
sors, LLC, Kathleen B. Fabian, and Patrick M. Shugrue (Owners) 
– Zone Change from Future Development (FD) to Suburban Use 
(SU) for 57± acres of land located on Lake Hayward Road (As-
sessor’s ID 03-09/049-000 - 19± acres; Assessor’s ID 03-09/52B-
000 - 18± acres, and Assessor’s ID 03-09/52A-000 – 20± acres). 
Zoning District: Future Development (FD).
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this petition is located in the 
Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 127 
Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular business 
hours (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday).
Planning and Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 2TB 4/21, 4/28

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING MAY 01, 2023

NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN BUDGET
REFERUNDUM MAY 02, 2023

The legal voters of the Town of Marlborough are hereby noti-
fied and warned that the Board of Finance with the Board of 
Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing in the Community Room 
at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall Elementary School located at 
25 School Drive on May 1, 2023, at 7:00p.m for the following 
purpose:

1. To discuss the Annual Town of Marlborough Budget in the 
amount of $27,094,944 for the fiscal year July 1, 2023 to 
June 30, 2024, as recommended by the Board of Finance.
2. To Consider and act upon any additional items which are 
the proper subject of a Public Hearing including Special 
Appropriations or Transfers of Unexpended funds and Retire-
ment of Capital Project funds, as needed.

At the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the budget shall be 
submitted to a Referendum vote upon the voting machines at 
the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall Elementary School, 25 School 
Drive, Marlborough, CT on Tuesday May 2, 2023, from 6:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. to vote the following questions:

1. “SHALL THE BUDGET of $27,094,944 FOR THE TOWN 
OF MARLBOROUGH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 
2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
BOARD OF FINANCE, BE ADOPTED?” (This includes Town 
Operations, Local BOE, Town & Local BOE Capital Improve-
ments, & Marlborough’s Share of RHAM Budget)
2. “SHALL THE BUDGET OF $30,598,391 FOR THE 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF THE REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 8 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 
(RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 
30, 2024 BE ADOPTED?”  (Marlborough’s share of the 
Regional School District No. 8 (RHAM) is $11,061,318)
3. “SHALL THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
BUDGET OF $540,990 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 8 BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION (RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2023 TO 
JUNE 30, 2024 BE ADOPTED?”  (Marlborough’s share of the 
Regional School District No. 8 (RHAM) $195,568)

ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE, 26 NORTH MAIN STREET, PLEASE 
CALL 860-295-6206.
Zoom Link: 
Topic: BOS PH Proposed Annual Town Budget
Time: May 1, 2023 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87363134202?pwd=b01ZVnVCUHV
jay9tWm5HNXdTUjFLQT09 
Meeting ID: 873 6313 4202
Passcode: 7DPAW4
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 873 6313 4202
Passcode: 179724
Dated at Marlborough, CT on April 17, 2023, by: 
Deb Bourbeau, Chair Board of Selectmen
Michael Nastri, Chair Board of Finance 

2TB 4/21, 4/28

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER
BOARD OF FINANCE

PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023

7:00 P.M.
The Electors and Citizens of the Town of Andover are hereby 
notified that a Public Hearing of the Board of Finance on a pro-
posed budget for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 
will be held via Zoom application on Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. to receive input from the public.
Dated at Andover, CT this 18th day of April, 2023
Andover Board of Finance
Directions to join the virtual meeting via the Zoom platform:
Join by Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85187192796
Meeting ID: 851 8719 2796
Passcode: 274372
Dial by your location
 +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 1TB 4/21

CLASSIFIED

LEGALS

Having a Tag Sale?
Reach more than 75,000 Homes

For Just $15
A Week

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to 
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield & 

Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to 
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

-Rivereast News Bulletin, mailed Fridays to 
27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/

Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough, 
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.

Just e-mail us at  
nancy@glcitizen.com or  

Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am  
for that week’s papers.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every 
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher 
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors 
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account 
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, 
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes 
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or 
persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or 
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and 
propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will 
take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  

Standout Athletes 
of the Week

By Josh Howard
Here is a double dose of the Rivereast Stand-

outs of the Week for the week of April 10-16:
Alex Zimmerman – East Hampton High 

School (Baseball): Zimmerman connected 
on a pair of hits, including a grand slam in the 
fifth inning, as he drove in six runs to carry the 
Bellringers to a 14-4 victory over Westbrook on 
April 14. Zimmerman, a junior, was one of five 
Bellringers to score multiple runs in the lopsid-
ed victory. Gavin Santillo, David Johnson, Ja-
son Johnson, and Andrew Wagner also crossed 
home plate twice. 

Chelsea Woods – East Hampton High 
School (Golf): Woods shot a tourney best 
(47) as the Bellringers opened the golf season 
by competing against Coginchaugh and Ly-
man Hall at Jones Golf Course in Middlefield. 
Woods, a junior, shot par on two holes (four 
and eight) to secure the best overall score at the 
multi-school competition.  

Chris Lusignan – Bacon Academy (Base-
ball): Lusignan pitched a complete-game shut-
out, striking out six and allowing only one hit in 
a 10-0 win over Griswold on April 15. Lusignan, 
a junior, improved to 2-0 from the mound this 
season and also did damage from the plate in 
the win, driving in a run and scoring a run on 
a pair of hits. 

Jake Martino – Bacon Academy (Track & 
Field): Martino won the javelin and finished 
second in the discus at the Hawks Invitational 
at Bloomfield High School. Martino, a senior, 
was one of the standout thrower among the two 
dozen teams that competed in the multi-school 
event which took place on April 14 and 15.   

Hadley Marchand – RHAM High School 
(Softball): Marchand pitched a complete 

game, striking out a dozen batters, as the Rap-
tors breezed by East Hartford 16-1 on April 12. 
Marchand, a senior, also smacked a home run 
and a double, driving in three runs as the Rap-
tors improved to 4-0 on the season.  

Joelle Goralnik – RHAM High School (La-
crosse): Goralnik scored four goals as the Rap-
tors pulled away in the second half to defeat 
E.O. Smith, 8-3, at RHAM High School on April 
15. Goralnik, a junior, scored half of the team’s 
goals and got help from sophomore Caitlin 
Rydel, who served up three assists and added a 
goal of her own. 

Luke Stennett – Portland High School 
(Golf): Stennett continued to impress on the 
links, shooting a (-1) 34 to be the runaway 
medalist as the Highlanders defeated Coventry 
(152-181) in the team’s first home match of the 
season at Portland Golf Club. Stennett, a junior, 
shot birdies on the final two holes to complete 
his round, while teammates Quinn Lapinski 
(38), Ben Fecteau (39), Aiden Peterson (41), 
and Joseph Lamalfa (41) finished behind Sten-
nett as the Highlanders finished in the top five 
spots on the leaderboard.  

Natalie Przestrzelski – Portland High 
School (Tennis): Przestrzelski scored a pair of 
individual victories as the Highlanders defeated 
East Hampton (5-2) and North Branford (5-2).  
Przestrzelski, who is serving as the team’s No. 
1 singles player, is one of three seniors on the 
roster – joining Amelia Hair and Isabelle Mc-
Clelland, who are teaming up to serve as the 
Highlanders top doubles team. 

To nominate someone as an Athlete of the 
Week or with sports-related comments/ques-
tions, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com.

Email your Classified Line Ad to nancy@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY
❏	 $10.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;
 20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $9.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;
 20¢ for each additional word.
❏ $18.00 per week combination rate, 20¢ for each additional word
 for insertion in both the Citizen and the Bulletin.

in The Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast News Bulletin

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

CIT4-20-23
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EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
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GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE ANYTIME WEEKENDS.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.

R
E2

-3
-2

3

Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Date determined after 8 reservations
No NRA Computer Course required $150

The The 
Absolute Absolute 

BEST!!BEST!!

LEGALS

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF.  Costume jewelry, 
pottery, bottles, crocks, jugs, 
t oy s /games ,  g l asswa re , 
silver plated items, signs, 
typewriters, sewing machines, 
bar i tems, tools,  ster l ing 
coins, kitchenware, cookware, 
automotive, books, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, knives, 
hunt ing, f ishing, mi l i tary, 
Masonic, fire dept. and more. 
Donald Roy 860-874-8396.         

C
IT

4-
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Some positions have year-round opportunities available if desired. 
Apply online at www.foxhopyard.com 

or in person at 1 Hopyard Road, East Haddam, CT

• Line and Prep Cooks
• Sous/Banquet Chef
• Dishwashers
• Greens Maintenance Crew
• Clubhouse Caretaker

NOW HIRING FOR 
THE 2023 SEASON

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON 

ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM
May 2, 2023

The electors and voters of the Town of Hebron, Connecticut, and any other persons entitled to vote upon any matters contained in the 
notice are hereby notified and warned to vote in the Annual Budget Referendum to be held at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church 
Street in Hebron between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, 2023.
1. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2023-2024 BUDGET
OF $39,565,203 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
2. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2023-2024 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET OF $847,886 AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
Voters approving the recommendation of the Board of Finance will vote “Yes” and those opposing the recommendation of the Board of 
Finance will vote “No”.  
Absentee ballots will be available from the Town Clerk’s Office.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut this 19th day of April, 2023.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Daniel Larson, Chairman

Gail B. Richmond, Vice Chairman
Peter D. Kasper
Marc P. Rubera
Tiffany V. Thiele

TOWN OF HEBRON BOARD OF FINANCE RECOMMENDED BUDGET May 2nd, 2023
AUDITED
ACTUAL
2021-2022

ADOPTED
2022-2023

PROPOSED
2023-2024EXPENDITURES

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 3,395,951 3,497,919 3,619,792 
PUBLIC SAFETY 1,019,519 1,137,949 1,355,372 
CIVIC & HUMAN SERVICES 807,872 991,324 1,042,066 
PLANNING & LAND USE 158,978 211,618 194,258 
PUBLIC WORKS 1,094,928 1,025,997 1,108,462 
INSURANCE & BENEFITS 1,704,828 1,670,107 1,760,405 
CONTR. OPEN SPACE LAND ACQ. 125,000 125,000 25,000 

CONTR. TO CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 768,877 587,485 733,017 

CONTR. TO DEBT MANAGEMENT FUND 1,000,000 0 0 

CONTR. TO CAP-NON RECURRING 0 0 0 
CONTR. TO CAPITAL PROJECTS 152,022 156,796 230,187 
CONTR. TO REVALUATION 50,000 40,000 40,000 
TOWN PROPERTY SEWER FEES 14,280 14,280 15,400 
DEBT SERVICE 1,093,110 1,092,124 1,105,594 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION 0 0 0 
RHAM ASSESSMENT 13,971,475 14,259,027 15,389,082 
TEACHERS RETIREMENT OBLIGATION 0 0 0 
HEBRON BOARD OF EDUCATION  12,030,194 12,207,294 12,946,568 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 37,387,034 37,016,920 39,565,203 

REVENUES
TOTAL TAX REVENUE 29,716,676 29,190,545 31,677,264 
STATE - GEN GOV’T SUPPORT 426,631 400,082 419,447 
STATE - EDUCATION SUPPORT 5,989,237 5,997,693 5,713,831 

DEPARTMENTAL 1,159,614 786,600 892,661 
OTHER FUND TRANSFERS IN 45,000 0 0 
DEBT MNGMT /UFB APPROPRIATED CONTR. 99,143 642,000 862,000 

TOTAL REVENUES 37,436,301 37,016,920 39,565,203 

MILL RATE:
Real Estate/Personal Property 36.33 31.70 34.09
Motor Vehicle 36.33 31.70 32.46

PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET 2023-2024
Road Resurfacing and Road Improvements $320,930
Engineering/Design Public Works Facility  $245,000
 Replace Truck 52  (2007)  $226,956
Jones Street Culvert Replacement - First Year Funding  $55,000

 TOTAL CIP BUDGET  $847,886
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM REVENUES 2023-2024
 Balance from Previous Appropriations  $33,639
LOCIP Funding  $68,830
Funding from Other Sources:  Public Safety Fund  $11,400
 Interest  $1,000
General Fund Contribution  $733,017

 TOTAL CIP REVENUE  $847,886

Town of Portland
Legal notice is hereby given to the water and/or sewer usage 
customers of the Town of Portland that quarterly bills are due 
and payable April 17, 2023.  Payments not made in full on or 
before May 17, 2023 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per 
month from the due date.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the charge.  Please 
contact the Water/Sewer department if you do not receive your 
bill at (860) 342-6735 or by email darce@portlandct.org 
Please feel free to leave your payment in the drop box located 
to the right of the back door at the Town Hall, which is located at 
33 East Main St., Portland, CT or by mail at the address listed 
below.
Town of Portland
Water/Sewer Dept.
P.O. Box 71
Portland, CT  06480-0071
Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue

3TB 4/7, 4/21, 5/5

LEGAL NOTICE
Residents in the sewer district in the Town of Marlborough are 
notified that Benefit Assessment bills are due to the Marlbor-
ough Water Pollution Control Authority (MWPCA), April 1, 2023. 
The last day to pay without interest is May 1, 2023. Delinquent 
bills will be charged 1.5% per month reverting to the due date of 
April 1 or 18% per year. Minimum interest is $5.00. Checks must 
be made out to MWPCA, sewer bills cannot be paid on-line.
Payments may be paid at the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 North 
Main Street or mailed to MWPCA Collector, P.O. Box 29, 26 
North Main Street, Marlborough, CT 06447. There is a Drop 
Box, checks only and NO cash, to the left of the Town Hall door.
Normal office hours for the Tax Office are Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 8:30am – 4:30pm, Tuesdays 8:30am -7pm and 
Fridays 8:30am – to noon. 
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara C Murray 3TB 3/24, 4/7, 4/21

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
 TOWNS OF HEBRON, ANDOVER AND MARLBOROUGH 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING MAY 1, 2023
 AND BUDGET REFERENDUM MAY 2, 2023

The electors and those persons eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting of Regional School District 8 are hereby notified that said Annual Meet-
ing will be held virtually and in person on Monday, May 1, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. for the following purposes via the following Google meet:
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/qhv-ndnm-ncm
Or dial: (US) +1 661-234-8133 PIN: 791 007 261#
More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/qhv-ndnm-ncm?pin=6731003206690
1. To choose a Moderator to preside.
2. To discuss a budget in the amount of $31,139,381 for Regional School District 8 for the fiscal year from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.
The Moderator shall adjourn the Annual Meeting at its conclusion and the budget shall be submitted to vote upon the voting machines in each 
of the District’s member towns of Hebron, Andover and
Marlborough on May 2, 2023, in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes Sections 10-51 and 7-7, as amended, between the hours of 
6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M., under the following heading:
QUESTION 1 .”SHALL THE BUDGET OF $30,598,391 FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE REGIONAL SCHOOL   
             DISTRICT 8 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM (RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024 BE APPROVED?”
QUESTION 2.”SHALL THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET OF $540,990 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE REGIONAL                        
             SCHOOL DISTRICT 8 BOARD OF EDUCATION (RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024 BE AP-
PROVED?”
Voters approving said Questions will vote “Yes” and those opposing said Questions will vote “No”.
Voting will be in the following polling places:

Town of Hebron: Hebron Elementary School    Town of Andover: Andover Town Hall 
                                92 Church Street                                 17 School Road

                                     Hebron, Connecticut                                        Andover, Connecticut
Town of Marlborough: Marlborough Elementary School

              25 School Drive
                             Marlborough, Connecticut

Persons qualified to vote at the Annual Meeting who are not electors will vote in their respective polling places. Pursuant to Connecticut 
law, no person who is eligible to vote in more than one town in the District is eligible to cast more than one vote at the referendum.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, April 17, 2023.                 By Order of the Chairperson of the Board of

       REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
Michael Morris  
Michael Morris, Chairperson 1TB 4/21

LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing 
at a meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 7:30 PM, 
at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, 
CT, concerning the following:

1. Petition 2023-2:   Request of Mark and Kandy Caccio, Ap-
plicant, for a variance of Section 2.E.5 of the Hebron Zoning 
Regulations, to allow a 216 square foot accessory structure 
(shed) to be located 2’ from the side property line where the 
minimum side yard setback is 10’, on premise located at 44 
Ames Rd, Amston Lake District. 
2. Petition 2023-3:  Request of David M. Pescatello, Owner, 
for a variance of Section 2.E.4 of the Hebron Zoning Regula-
tions, to allow a 960 square foot accessory structure (garage) 
to be located 10’ from the side property line where the 
minimum side yard setback is 20’, on premise located at 765 
East Street, Residence 1 District.

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 18th day of April 2023.
Martin Halloran, Chairperson 
Interested persons may appear and all written communica-
tions will be received.
Legal Notice will be published in the Rivereast News Bul-
letin on Friday, April 21, 2023 and Friday, April 28, 2023.
Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website 

at https://hebronct.com/agendas/
2TB 4/21, 4/28

TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Andover Planning and Zoning Commission took the fol-
lowing action at their Regular Meeting held on Monday April 
17, 2023.  
APPROVED:
Application of Robert D’Adamo, Jr. for a Special Permit so as to 
allow for the construction of a detached Accessory Apartment 
at the property known as 43 Aspinall Drive, Andover in ac-
cordance with Section 4.11 of the Andover Zoning Regulations 
and the application/plan on file.
Details of the application can be found on the Town of Ando-
ver’s web-site (andoverct.org) under Boards/Commissions 
documents or at the Building & Land-Use Office of the Town 
Hall, 17 School Road, Andover.
Jim Hallisey
Zoning Agent 

1TB 4/21

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC DISTRICT
COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, April 27, 2023
6:30 pm at TOWN HALL

LEGAL NOTICE
Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 579 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 91 Middle 
Haddam Road --- to install a 6 ft cedar wood perimeter privacy-
style fence --- for applicant Judith A. Keefe.
The foregoing application available for public review at the 
East Hampton Building Department.  At this hearing interested 
persons may be heard and written communications will be 
received.
Dated: April 13, 2023
Regina Starolis, Clerk, MHHDC 1TB 4/21

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous
	 	 felines,	and	some	pretty	special
	 	 humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available 
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield 
  facilities	–	Dogs:	walking;
	 	 clean	&	feed;	socialization

Volunteer.	
The	Benefits	Are
Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 
or	visit www.poainc.org

	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams
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Now AvAilAble

Our last new detached home at the prestigious 
active adult Beckley Farms Condominiums, 
Berlin CT  -An Essex Model Ranch home, 2 
bedroom, 2 full baths, spacious great room, 
mudroom and an extra large garage,  1390 Sq 
feet. Offered at $384,900.  

Phase 5 starting this Spring, 57 Townhouse 
units, call for details.

Mark Kehrhahn
CENTRURY 21 AllPoints Realty

860-638-9485
117 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489
markk.realestate@gmail.com

CIT3-23-23

Freelance 
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance writers 
to report on local government, meetings 
and community events in the towns we 
serve - Cromwell, Newington, Rocky Hill 

and Wethersfield.

Must be able to report news clearly and 
meet important weekly deadlines.

Please send cover letter, resume and any 
writing clips or samples to:  

greg@rarereminder.com
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EMPLOYMENT

TREE & LAND

REAL ESTATE

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

R
E2

-1
8-

22 860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR

R
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20

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc
Light Land Clearing, Grading, Excavation, 
Gravel Driveways, Shed Pads, Foundation 

Plantings, Garden Restorations, New Lawns, 

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Mulching, Trimming, etc. Licensed & Insured

— SINCE 2004 —

M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R - 
UCONN/CT State Certified. 
Professional Gardening Care, 
Diagnosing Problems, Skilled 
Pruning/Trimming, Planting, 
Design, Mulching, Edging, Lawn 
Mowing. 30 Years Experience. 
Call Thomas #860-267-7515 

TOTAL LAWN CARE - Mowing, 
cleanups, planting, mulching, 
thatching aeration, dump runs 
/ junk removal and handyman 
services. Vet and Senior 
discounts. Call 860-342-2204 
or 860-638-8812

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Professional, competitive 
rates. Call Thomas #860-267-
7515

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE4-21-23

When asked if my cup is half-full or 
half-empty, my only response is
that I am thankful I have a cup.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
APARTMENT FOR RENT: 
2nd floor of a two-family house. 
Parking for two cars. Good 
credit, references and rental 
history required. $1200 plus 
utilities. Call Rich 860-881-4745

FOR RENT: 
AMSTON LAKE SEASONAL 
COTTAGE:  Fully Furnished. 2 
bedrooms, air/heat, screened 
porch, washer/dryer, lake view. 
Avail weekly $950 plus security 
and cleaning or monthly rates 
calculated based on length of 
stay. Available as of April 16th. 
113 Deepwood Drive Lebanon. 
Contact Rita 860-207-7680

F O R  R E N T :  U p d a t e d 
Glastonbury Hale Farms 
Condo   Top f loor  un i t 
2Bed/2Bath, pool and tennis. 
$1500. Per month includes 
heat & hot water. 860-633-5773. 
No pets 

EAST HAMPTON 1 BEDROOM 
WATERFRONT APARTMENT 
with heat, hot water included, 
laundry facilities, swimming 
and boating. Security deposit, 
no pets. $925. 860-617-5369.

CHARLESTOWN BEACH, 
RI - All the amenities of home. 
Large screen porch, outside 
deck with gas grill, cable TV/
Wifi, very private, large lot, 
5-min. to beach, sleeps 6. 
Renovated bathroom. 860-
306-3850, Leave Message. 
Dogs allowed. 

RENTALS

VACATION
RENTAL
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Full Time Maintenance Mechanic/Counter 
Assistance Help Wanted For Rental Business
Job will include maintenance on multiple types of equipment, 

including small lawn and garden equipment, chippers, 
skidsteers, sharpening hedge trimmers and other tools,

& helping assist with phones and customers at the counter. 
Applicant must have own tools, be able to operate multiple 

types of equipment, have a valid driver’s license, and work well 
with customers, and other employees. Will train as needed 
on different types of equipment, but a general mechanical 

knowledge is a must! Pay rate based on experience.

Call 860-537-4256 and speak
with Tony or Jason

Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Every other weekend 7am-
3pm and per diem shifts available. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114
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SEEKING AUTOMOTIVE 
MECHANIC: for immediate 
hire at fast growing auto shop in 
Middletown. Strong mechanical 
aptitude and troubleshooting 
skills. Must be able to diagnose 
and repair mechanical issues 
and be deadline and detail 
oriented. Ability to thrive in a 
fast-paced environment. 2-3 
years automotive experience 
preferred. Must have your own 
tools. Call George 203-624-
0105. 

P E R S O N A L  D R I V E R 
NEEDED. MIDDLE HADDAM. 
WILLING TO CONSIDER LIVE-
IN HELPER. REFERENCES 
REQUIRED. 401-578-5238

HELP WANTED: (F) NEEDS 
ASSISTANCE WITH EVENING 
MEAL / BED PREP. Mon-
Thurs $18.25 an hour. 15Hrs+/- 
Please call 860-342-2054. 
PORTLAND.

S E E K I N G  O F F I C E 
ASSISTANT: for fast growing 
auto shop in Middletown. 
Flexible hours. Customer 
oriented, answer phones, 
prepare invoices, operate credit 
card machine, filing, schedule 
appointments. Call Kathy or 
George at 860-346-5551.

COLCHESTER WINE AND 
SPIRITS:  is looking for part 
time liquor store clerk. Stop 
in person to apply at store,  99 
Linwood Avenue, Colchester, 
CT . 

HELP WANTED- PAINTERS: 
Looking to hire painters for 
summer  and  pe rmanen t 
employment. Must have own 
transportation. Please call (860-
) 659-1921

HOUSING HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION DISCRIMINATION 
IS ILLEGAL For Help IS ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401Call 888-247-4401
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SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
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Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Mulch

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

R
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Weekly Lawn Mowing • Mulching
Seeding • Dethatching/Lawn Repair

Brush/Hedge Trimming • Brush Clearing

SPRING CLEANUPS!

Free Estimates
& Insured860-294-2864
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...AND 
MUCH 
MORE!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Serving East Hampton, Marlborough & Glastonbury

C
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing & Clean Ups
• Lawn Installation & Repair
• Planting & Mulching
• Drainage & Excavation
• Tree Removal & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs & Debris Removal

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203
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— ServiceS we offer — 
Exterior Property Maintenance

Hardscape/Landscape Design & Install
Fountainscape Design & Install

Snow & Ice Management

Call (860) 531-2820
R

E5
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Wayne’s
tree service, llc

Colchester, CT

860-883-3234 860-996-2729

FULLY 
INSURED

FREE
EStImatES

RE3-11-22waynestreeservicellc@comcast.net

For commercial work, call Wayne at: For residential work, call Ken at:

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

R
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
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MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

Hazardous Tree Removal

860-206-3851

LICENSED TREE EXPERTS 
Raythetreeguy.com • Raystrees@hotmail.com

Licensed Arborist # S-3998 C
IT
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Tree Guy
TheRay

Free Tree Survey & Consulting by a Licensed Arborist

Bucket Truck
Class A Climbers

Cranes

Spring Pruning
& Brush Removal
Call today for low rates!

Storm Damage

The East Hampton Housing Authority is 
SOLICITING BIDS for Spring, Summer 

and Fall Lawn Maintenance for both 
Chatham and Bellwood properties.
If interested, please email the director
David Schumacher before April 26 at:

dave@easthamptonctha.gov
RE4-21-23

CIT3-30-23

Commercial and Residential
Landscaping & Property Maintenance

Spring Clean-ups,
Lawn Dethatching & Aerating,

Mulching, and Weekly Lawn Service
(860) 262-2914



Page 36 NEWS BULLETIN • April 21, 2023

R
E3

-2
4-

23

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Schedule Your Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to think about your yard’s mulching needs

and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery & Installation
Hydroseeding & All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Short on time? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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E3
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Mulch Installation & Plantings

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

Veteran’s Painting
& Restoration
Superior Custom

Painting & Deck Care
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
— Our Quality is Unsurpassed —

Call John at 518.538.8096
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Spring Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

ACF 
Stump 

Grinding

R
E3

-1
8-

22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

R
E3
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Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT

3-
12

-2
0

License #HIC 0656593

C
IT

4-
20

-2
3

Complete
Exterior/Interior
Houses and Trim

Deck Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License#0667603

Specializing in Residential &
Commercial Roofing for over 20 years

– No Salesman
– Owner Does The Roofing

– Free Competitive Estimates
Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

LLC

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410

R
E4
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Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2

-1
0-

23Call Today!

CIT4-13-23

0635952

S T A R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING - Call today 
for a free estimate on all 
your Interior and Exterior 
needs .  Roo f i ng ,  decks , 
s h e d s ,  w i n d o w s / d o o r s , 
gutters, landscape services, 
porches, pat ios, f raming, 
carpentry, siding, kitchens/
baths, basements, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & vinyl), 
painting/staining, insulation, 
t r im, etc.  Local ly owned. 
Licensed/Insured. James 860-
573-3597. 

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS 
Handyman, painting, rotted 
wood. Junk and debris removal. 
Excavator, dump truck, septic. 
Fully licensed and insured. Ben 
Egri 860-712-6257 

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All types 
of tile work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 years 
experience. Call 508-0893.

H O M E  R E P A I R 
&  R E N O V A T I O N 
CONTRACTOR:Jobs  b ig 
or small, give Colin of KCM 
Properties LLC a call.  860-
798-3260

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT and 
ceramic, all flooring. Finish 
c a r p e n t r y  a n d  d e c k s . 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
FLOORING, LLC. Local ly 
o w n e d / o p e r a t e  i n f o @
brothershomeimprovementct.
com  www.BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-5716, 
860-882-7672.

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & floors. 
Licensed/Insured. Give us a 
call for a free estimate. Starr 
Bui lders, LLC See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-267-
1496.

HANDYMAN SERVICES- All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall to 
plumbing, painting to tile. Have 
a repair issue we are here 
to Help. Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917-3154

CABINET REFACING: Not 
an overpriced box store or 
franchise. Local company, 
cabinetmakers specializing in 
refacing since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work and 
counter tops. Deal with the 
owner. Wood’n Excellence, 
CP#0664648, 860-345-2050
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Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
E3

-1
3-

20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
3-

5-
20

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —

R
E3

-1
3-

20
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm

SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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22

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

C
IT

3-
5-

20

860-228-3912

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com

R
E1

2-
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-2
0

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3
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3-

20

C
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

For All
Your Home 
Repairs & 

Improvements

860-759-9628
www.ErichsHandymanService.com

R
E3
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— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
IT

4-
6-

23

Call for our Spring Specials
Houses • Decks

Paver Patios & more!

ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CALL US!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
IT

3-
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Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
IT

4-
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-2
3

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C

IT
3-

5-
20

C
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JOSH'S JUNK REMOVAL: All 
items removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We also 
remove sheds and hot tubs. 
Insured. Josh Langdon 48 
hrs. Cleaning Services. 860-
922-4621

GUTTER CLEANING, No 
mess - hand cleaned, rinsed, 
check drainage. Cleaning 
i n c l u d e d  w i t h  o p t i o n a l , 
reasonab ly  p r iced  LEAF 
STOP-R GUARDS. Clogged 
gutters = water damage. Free 
estimates. Insured, Reg # 
HIC.0651707 Call/Text Marc 
anytime 860-498-2524

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty Chimneys can 
burn! Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures peace 
of mind. Dust-free professional 
cleaning. Fully Insured. Call 
Dave, 860-267-8422

D U M P  R U N S / L I G H T 
H A U L I N G :  S a m e  d a y 
appo in tmen ts  ava i l ab le , 
cleanouts, basements, garages, 
even the junk in the backyard. 
We can take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-295-
9692 or 860-916-9577.

D U M P  R U N S ,  C L E A N -
OUTS, Brush. Reasonable, 
r e s p o n s i v e ,  c o u r t e o u s , 
conscientious. Angie’s listed. 
Glastonbury Salvage LLC 860-
280-6318.

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

HEDGE TRIMMING / SHRUB 
PRUNNING - Odd jobs, dump 
runs. No job too small. Fully 
insured. K.F.P. Services Call 
Kevin 860-342-0414 or 860-
989-6858. 

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
R E F I N I S H I N G :  C u s t o m 
staining and finishing. Repairing 
and laying of all wood floors. 
Free Estimates. James Gorman 
860-647-9261

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

R
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-467-5564 Marc Viccaro 

 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E8

-1
3-

21

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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-2
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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3-
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
IT
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20

  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

Interior/Exterior Painting

C
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

Free Estimates, Insured
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760  Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
C

IT
3-

5-
20

FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191

R
E3

-1
3-

20

SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

R
E3
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
it
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171

R
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SERVICES

Commercial & Residential 
Excavation,

Tree Removal, 
Driveway Repairs 

and more

860-912-8817
— MARLBOROUGH, CT —

One Call Does It All!

C
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Licensed and Insured
Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install
Screened Topsoil

C
IT
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Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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-7

-2
3

Call for 
a FREE 
quote!

CLEANING
C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FOR SALE

TAG SALES

R
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$49RATES AS 
LOW AS

AFFORDABLE
CLEANING

All Products Included
We also include sanitizing, 
do groceries & run errands

LICENSED

CALL OR 
TEXT 860-849-2768

SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
LOOSE pennies, nickles, 
dimes and quarters, etc. for 
Cash paid on the spot. Free 
pick up and removal. Call or 
text 860- 836-5013 for more 
information.

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Ci t izen 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak Street) 
860-633-4691.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: $240/
full cord $140/half cord Call Troy 
860 338 6283

PUPPY FOR SALE Female, 
Pekingese-Chihuahua $500. 
Call 860-661-2045.

FOR SALE: Older King Size 
maple headboard great shape 
$50. 4 Gun Oak Locking wall 
mount gun rack w/ drawer $100.
860-295-9974

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE: Full hand cut cords. Cut, 
split and delivered. $260 a cord. 
Call 860-608-1919

TAG SALE: Sat May 6 from 8-1. 
16 Eastham Bridge Road, East 
Hampton. Country furniture, 
country decor, Christmas decor, 
lots of clothing, household 
items. 

TAG SALE: Saturday April 
22nd. 8am-1pm. 21 Laurence 
Lane, Newington.

MOVING SALE: new items 
added! Toys, holiday decor, 
furniture, books, new Yeti 
tumblers, tools, household 
items, garden tools and more. 
Sat 4/22, 8-1. 320 Eastbury Hill 
Rd, Glastonbury. 

ESTATE SALE: 417 Cox Road 
Portland.  A P R I L 22 & 23 
9am - 4pm. Tools, Rocks, 
Household, and More! Cash 
and Carry. 860-398-3280

HUGE TAG SALE - Saturday, 
April 22nd 9-12. 317 Waterhole 
R o a d ,  E a s t  H a m p t o n . 
Liquidating all items. Rain or 
shine. We negotiate all fair 
offers.

POLISH/ENGLISH SPEAKING 
MAID CAN CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 30% off. Insured, 
bonded,  f ree  es t imates , 
re fe rences .  Sa t i s fac t ion 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 860-
268-2301.

CARPET CLEANING- Have 
your carpets deep dry cleaned. 
Eliminate problems associated 
with water (mold, mildew). 
Best method available for 
removal of pet stains, etc. 
Removes allergens. Immediate 
use. Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Experienced, 
references, insured. William 
Agostinelli, 860-704-8486.

CLEANING LADY. Animal 
lover; Traditional work ethic; 
Detail oriented; Flexible; Great 
references. Call Carol at 860-
228-0012.
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ELECTRIC
◘	Generator	Panels
	 Installed
◘	Service	Upgrades
◘	Ceiling	Fans
◘	Whole	House
	 Generators

860-543-3675
Fully Licensed & Insured • CT E1-194089

ARTHUR
llc

◘	Central	Air	Wiring
◘	Troubleshooting
	 &	Repairs
◘	Interior	&	Exterior
	 Lighting

Office 860.228.4544
Cell 860.328.9366

JBM Landscaping llc

R
E4
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3Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

www.JBMLandscapingLLC.com

Mowing / Spring Cleanups
Paver Patios & Walkways

Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
CALL NOW:
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Heating, Air Conditioning,
Hot Water & Ductless Splits

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
E1
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23860.888-2090
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Experience Matters
It’s all about you. 

Don’t you want the most experienced Realtor® to work with you?
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Watch my video:
 SPRING MARKET 

OUTLOOK

What is your home worth?
FREE, NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

OF YOUR HOME’S VALUE 
IN TODAY’S MARKET

LUXURY HOME SPECIALIST - 51 YEARS SALES EXPERIENCE - CONDOMINIUM SPECIALIST - 23 YEARS REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE
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Two Great Locations:         Colchester  860 267-7600     Clinton  860 664-1620      1.800.326.SHED
Sale ends April 30, 2023.  Not to be combined with any other offer.

1979 - 2023

Over 40 Years of Building Quality!

10x12 12x16 12x16
BIGCAREFREE’S SPRING SALE
SAVE

12x20 6x8

Carefree Vinyl Pavilion 

 $14,995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Vinyl Garage 

 $9,995!NOW
ONLY

All In-Stock  
Poly Furniture    

15% OFF!
2 Folding Chairs with Coffee Table

$989!
Chicken Coops 

 $2995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Colonial

$4995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Cottage 

$7995!NOW
ONLY

Includes Ramp!

With Nesting Boxes

Includes Storage 
Loft & Ramp!

CF-8786  Carefree April Ad
Citizen/RE 6.5 x 6
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HURRY IN – THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

0% 
Financing

for 12 months 
to qualified buyers!
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July 5th -
July 28th

Championskarate47@gmail.com

860-531-8746

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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