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My Baby and Me… The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children (C3), is offering 
the spring session of the Baby & Me Play and Learn group, for families with chil-
dren up to 2 years old, with support from the Colchester Lions Club community 
grant. This program provides parents and caregivers time with their child to enjoy 
music, movement and play as well as connection with each other. Families bond and 
build a network of friendship and support. The program takes place at Colchester 
Jazzercise Studio on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. Pictured here are Jessica Prisco playing 
with her son Jeffrey. To register or for more information, visit ColchesterC3.org.

Rebuffing Residents, Council Advances Budget
By Jack Lakowsky

On Tuesday, four East Hampton Town Coun-
cil members cold-shouldered clamorous cries 
from citizens to return the town’s 2023-24 
spending plan back to the local finance board 
– with hopes to restore the nearly $800,000 the 
finance board cut from the Board of Education’s 
proposed budget increase. 

Advocates for restoring the cuts – which 
among other things means laying off five teach-
ers, school officials have said – won some minor 
victories, but ultimately, council Republicans 
Mark Philhower (council chair), Alison Walck, 
Eric Peterson and Brandon Goff weren’t swayed 
by hundreds of locals or two hours of pleas, 
which ranged from calm to angry to sad, made 
by locals, teachers and students. 

These four councilors also voted to send 
the town budget to vote without the $174,000 
for the local East Hampton Ambulance As-
sociation, another item multiple locals wanted 
restored.  

In the end the council passed just what it got 
from the finance board. What’s heading to vot-
ers is a proposed budget totaling $53.60 million, 
up about $1.84 million, or 3.6%. Education is at 
$35.61 million, up more than $1 million. 

Votes for both the education and the town 
budgets were split 4-3, with Walck, Goff, Peter-
son and Philhower approving, and Democrats 
Pete Brown and Kevin Reich and Republican 
vice chair Tim Feegel voting against. 

The council set a town meeting date of Tues-
day, May 23, with a referendum on the 30th. 
There, it will be up to voters. 

Drawing a series of outraged calls – “This is 
BS!” among them (and at one point Philhower, 
called a bully more than once, had the local po-
lice chief escort a heckler out of the room) and – 
Republican Goff suddenly suggested cutting the 
$30,000 slated to fund a new police lieutenant, 
in the 11th hour of what has been a multi-month 
deliberation, among some other smaller cuts. 

When asked by council Democrat Kevin 

Reich, town manager Dave Cox said Philhower 
and Goff approached him about the sudden 
cuts less than an hour before Tuesday’s meeting. 
Philhower piped up, saying that wasn’t “entirely 
true”, that he and his caucus have said they don’t 
want more staff. 

Goff said the town “takes good care” of its 
cops, always funding their equipment needs. 
When he ran for state senate last year, Goff was 
all about changing state legislation to help lo-
cal police departments. Reich pressed Goff, and 
the latter fumbled when asked how this decision 
came to be, how, and if, the department was run 
by town staff. 

The last-minute move failed. Called to a 
vote to cut the items, it was Republican Alison 
Walck’s vote, something of a surprise from the 
councilor who tends to vote with the party (to 
the point it seemed Philhower presumed she 
was going to vote for the measure, even saying it 
went through before realizing Walck voted no). 

BOF Controversially 
Advances Budgets

By Michael Sinkewicz
The Colchester Board of Finance, during a 

public hearing Monday, advanced both the town 
and school budget proposals for the 2023-24 
fiscal year to the Board of Selectmen, who will 
schedule a town meeting and referendum date.

The mill rate would be 27.22, a .4 increase.
Then on Tuesday, the Board of Education ad-

opted a series of cuts totaling $1.5 million to ab-
sorb the bottom-line reduction to their spend-
ing plan. 

The school board had requested $46.15 mil-
lion to run the schools — a $4.13 million, or 
9.83%, increase in spending.

The finance board, however, reduced that 
request. And while there appeared to be much 
confusion Monday – among finance board 
members and citizens alike – at the end of the 
day, the school board’s budget wound up being 
$43.68 million, a $1.65 million, or 3.9%, in-
crease over the current year. 

While the finance board unanimously ap-
proved the town budget proposal of $15.63 mil-
lion — around $10,000 more than current year 
spending— the board seemed to be deadlocked, 
3-3, when it came to the school budget. Repub-
lican Art Shilosky appeared to initially vote 
against adopting the school spending plan, join-
ing the board’s two Democrats in opposition.

However, after some chatter with the board, 
including Republican chairman Andrea Migli-
accio, Shilosky ultimately decided to abstain, al-
lowing the motion to pass.

Following the vote, Democrat Mike Egan 
called the development an “absolute farce.”

Shilosky’s hesitation was in regards to the ac-

tual size of the school budget reduction – a point 
that appeared to confuse everybody Monday. 

The Board of Finance’s reductions to the 
school budget would leave it at a $2.82 million, 
or 6.7%, increase. In addition, Migliaccio pro-
posed reclassifying $1.17 million from the bud-
get, which would allow the funding to remain in 
the proposal by utilizing school and town sav-
ings. 

This officially brought the spending plan to 
$43.68 million, a $1.65 million, or 3.9%, increase 
from the current fiscal year.

There was confusion involving the reclassifi-
cation, however; specifically, whether the reclas-
sified items were truly being gifted to the school 
district.

The items being reclassified include: $212,336 
for a Honeywell International energy efficiency 
review lease payment; $695,000 for special edu-
cation; and $271,175 for capital outlay.

Migliaccio stated that she received confirma-
tion from the auditor that the $695,000 could 
be covered through the district’s assigned fund 
balance account. The $212,336 would be covered 
through the town’s undesignated fund balance 
account.

The $271,175, according to school business 
director Rachel Linkkila, did not have a corre-
sponding funding source, effectively turning the 
$1.3 million reduction request into a $1.57 mil-
lion reduction.

Migliaccio said during the public hearing that 
the $1.3 million was her request, and that she 
didn’t want to “play gymnastics with numbers.”

During the over four-hour meeting, residents 
again questioned what a $1.3 million — or $1.5 
million, as the school board understood the re-
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Quality Measures CMS Rating

 “Really happy with this rehab facility, the place is clean, and 
the staff is great!! I really like that when my husband presses 
the help button, someone comes right away, the staff is very 
attentive and supportive. I highly recommend this place.”

  — Wife of a resident

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531

Mom Deserves A Treat!

Open 7am - 2pm Daily
875 Main Street, South Glastonbury

860.657.8159 • flynnsgrill@gmail.com

A South Glastonbury Favorite!

Grab breakfast & lunch at...

C
IT

5-
5-

22

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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TheThe
EnchantedEnchanted

VinesVines

226 Westchester Road
Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 467-3298

joannas@theenchantedvines.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/TheEnchantedVines1 
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Nothing says Happy Mother’s Day like
an expertly designed floral arrangement

from The Enchanted Vines!
Mom deserves the very best. Our extensive 

selection of fresh blooms, hanging plants, and 
gifts are guaranteed to make her smile. 

Send Mom Love!

Call to order for 
Mother’s Day now! 
(860) 467-3298

Local Delivery 
Available! 

For more information, please visit our website:
www.ctlymeriders.com

or follow us on Facebook

May Is Lyme Disease 
Awareness Month

Here are some facts, you may or may not know:
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• The CDC estimates 476,000 Americans get Lyme disease a year, that breaks 
down to 9154 cases per week which is 1308 cases per day!

• Tick bites are painless, especially if bitten by the poppy seed sized immature tick 
(called a nymph). Only 41% of Lyme patients ever recall a tick bite. What’s more is 
only about 50% of people infected with Lyme will ever get the classic bulls eye rash.

•	Ticks	don’t	and	can’t	jump,	fly	or	drop	from	trees.	Ticks	sit	at	the	top	of	tall	grass,	in	
brush and other places waiting to attach to clothing, skin or fur on an animal.

• Most ticks carry a host of co-infections making it harder to treat. Early treatment 
is the key and a person does NOT need a positive blood test to be diagnosed or 
treated for Lyme disease. The criteria for diagnosing Lyme disease is symptoms, 
physical	findings	and	exposure	risk	(which	is	very	high	here	in	CT).	Blood	testing	
is	only	done	to	confirm	and	should	NOT	be	waiting	for	to	start	medication.	One	
reason is current Lyme testing has about a 50% accuracy rating, which is as good 
as	flipping	a	coin.	For	proper	accuracy	blood	testing	should	be	done	by	a	Lyme	
specialty lab.

• Many ticks carry a host of co-infections, meaning a tick can infect you with Lyme 
disease	or	many	other	bacterial	infections	–	more	on	co-infections	next	week!

• After coming in from outside, immediately put your clothes in the dryer for 10 minutes. 
This will dry out and kill any ticks on or in the clothing.
•	Do	a	full	tick	check,	getting	any	ticks	off	as	early	as	possible.	If	a	tick	is	found	
embedded,	pull	it	out	by	using	fine	point	tweezers	at	the	head,	do	not	squeeze	the	body	
and	send	all	the	fluids	in	the	tick	into	the	person	it	is	attached	to.
•	 If	you	find	an	attached	tick	save	it.	Put	it	in	a	container	with	a	moist	cotton	ball,	so	if	you	
start to feel sick or get a rash the tick can be sent to a lab to see what infections it has.
• Don’t wait or assume Lyme disease is hard to catch and easy to cure, as nothing can be 
further from the truth!

Awareness and Early Detection Are 
Key to Preventing Lyme Disease... 
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Experience The Difference.
The Difference Is Experience!

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
MARLBOROUGH $596,000

378 JONES HOLLOW ROAD

LAKE LIVING!
EAST HAMPTON $449,000

5 HALE ROAD

MARLBOROUGH $1,011,000

16 HIGHPOINT CMNS

EAST HAMPTON $449,900

51 SALMON RUN

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
GLASTONBURY $925,000

632 OAKWOOD DRIVE

EAST HAMPTON $248,900

50 MALLARD COVE

PENDING

PENDING PENDING

GLASTONBURY $625,000

5 OLD MUSKET ROAD

EAST HAMPTON $325,000

12 & 15 BROOK TRAIL

EAST HAMPTON $538,000

14 DANIEL STREET
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97 INJUN HOLLOW ROAD

JUST SOLD!

JUST SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

HADDAM $1,692,500

Garden Tour and Plant Sale
As part of the Town of Andover’s 175th An-

niversary Celebration, Andover Congregational 
Church, 359 Route 6, will hold a Garden Tour 
and Plant Sale Saturday, June 10, from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

Four Andover area gardens will be open to 
the public. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the 
door, and include guided tours of the gardens 
as well as coffee and breakfast pastries at the 
church prior to the tour. The plant sale, featur-
ing perennials, will be held from 9 a.m.-noon at 
the church. The church will also be offering a tag 
sale of gardening related items.  

Tickets for the Garden Tour are available at 
Andover Landscaping and OverAndOver, or by 
calling the church at 860-742-7696.  

Donations Sought: Tag sale organizers are 
looking for garden-related donations for the 
sale – including hand tools, pots, hanging bas-
kets, pruners, statues, wind chimes, fountains 
and birdhouses. The church will begin accept-
ing donations for this sale on Wednesday, May 
31, at 3:30 p.m. Also, if you have yard stuff you 
want to sell you can rent a space on the lawn for 
$20. Call the church at 860-742-7696 for more 
information or to rent a space.

175th Anniversary Events
Several events have been planned for the An-

dover 175th Anniversary. Offerings include: 
Thursday, May 18:  Anniversary Dedication 

Ceremony of Town Gazebo, 6-7:30 p.m.; Satur-
day, May 20: Anniversary Fun Festival, 11 a.m.-
4 p.m.; Andover History Talk, 2-4 p.m. 

Saturday, June 3: Olde Andover Burial 
Ground Tour, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Townsend 
Cemetery Tour, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Funky 
Monkey (OverAndOver), 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Sunday, June 4: Doris Chamberlain Trail 
Hike, 9-11 a.m.; Saturday, June 10: Congrega-
tional Church Garden Tours, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; An-
dover Library Mural Lecture, 2-3 p.m. 

Saturday, June 17: Pollinator Garden Tour, 
9:30-11:30 a.m.; Saturday, June 24: Finale – An-
dover Lake BBQ Beach Party, at a time to be 
determined. 

For more information, search for “Andover 
CT 175th Anniversary” on Facebook. 

Senior Citizen News & Notes

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is provided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to the 
church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 a.m.; 
next date is May 24. The senior food pantry is 
open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is May 17. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

The following items have been updated for 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. For 
all senior events and information, visit the se-
nior page of the town website, andoverct.org.

Shopping Dates: Tuesdays. Willimantic: 
5/23. Manchester: 5/16, 5/30. Masks available 
on all vehicles.

Senior Luncheons: Friday, 5/19. Reserva-
tions required by previous Wednesday. Menu: 
different alfredo pasta options. 

 Senior Trips: Rose trip to Elizabeth Park, 
6/14; train/boat ride to Gillette Castle, 6/30; 
Main Moose, 7/14 and 8/11. Sign up with Carol 
Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2. 

175th Anniversary of Andover: Celebration 
events will begin with a dedication ceremony 
Thursday, May 18, at the town hall gazebo with 
speakers, AES children performing from 6-7:30 
p.m. Light refreshments will be served. The tent 
will be up with tables for seating available. Rides 
available by calling Palazzi. Watch Rivereast or 
search for “Andover 175th” on Facebook for 
more information.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-
able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 

and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, all medical ap-
pointments, and to the monthly farmers mar-
kets, are available by calling Palazzi. All seniors, 
veterans and disabled are welcome. If you have 
a caregiver, they may come with you. 

Rides to Farmers Market: The market opens 
Wednesday, June 14, from 4-7 p.m., at the Con-
gregational Church. Call Palazzi for a ride.

New Seniors Welcome: New seniors are 
welcome to all events. Call Palazzi for all lun-
cheon reservations and transportation needs, 
including rides to medical appointments. For 
all Young at Heart events including movies, call 
Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call Town 
Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 for all 
trip information.

Library Friends
Collecting for Auction

The Andover Friends of the Library Auction 
Committee is collecting donations for the 21st 
annual Goods and Services Auction that will be 
held Friday, May 19, at 6:30 p.m., in the Com-
munity Room of the Town Office Building., 17 
School Rd.

Popular items include: gift certificates, hand-
made items like jewelry, scarves, quilts, afghans, 
sports items, paintings and music/video games.

Donations may be dropped off in the town 
clerk’s office at the Town Office Building, or 
mailed to A.F.O.L - c/o Carol Lee, 17 School 
Road, Andover, CT 06232. People may also 
call Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 to arrange 
pick-up.

Church Tag Sale May 20
Andover Congregational Church, 359 

Route 6, will hold a Tag Sale Saturday, May 
20, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., with a bag sale from 
1-2 p.m. 

The church will accept donations for this 
sale daily from 3:30-5:30 p.m., until May 17. 

For more details, call the church at 860-
742-7696 and leave a message with your 
contact information.

Budget Referendum
Next Week

By Michael Sinkewicz
Andover voters will head to the polls next 

Tuesday to vote on a combined 2023-24 
school and town budget of $12.48 million — a 
$246,671 decrease from current year spend-
ing. The mill rate would be set at 31.33 — a 
1.8% decrease.

The town budget bottom line is slated at 
$3.51 million — a $104,842, or 2.9% increase 
from current year spending. The local school 
board budget is $4.23 million — a $182,000 or 
4.5% increase.

However, those increases are more than 
offset by a drop in spending for the RHAM 
middle and high schools. The regional school 
board’s 2023-24 budget passed last week, lock-
ing in Andover’s levy at 14% of the budget, or 
$4.49 million — a $533,524 decrease from the 
current year. 

Town Administrator Eric Anderson told the 
Rivereast this week his suspicion is the budget 

will pass. When there’s a tax decrease, he said, 
residents usually sign off.

Due to a charter revision last fall, if the bud-
get fails after the first referendum, they would 
be bifurcated moving forward. 

Along with the RHAM savings, the town 
was able to secure 100% grant funding for the 
replacement of the Bunker Hill and Long Hill 
Rd Bridges, which helped balance the budget. 

The Board of Finance recommended the 
purchase of a new rescue pumper apparatus 
for the fire department that will cost roughly 
$1 million over a 10-year period. Anderson 
said the town will put aside additional tax dol-
lars into the permanent fire engine fund built-
in the budget to cover future lease payments. 

Polls will be open in the community room 
of the Town Office Building, 17 School Rd., 
from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. May 16.
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Members of the RHAM Leos Club presented checks totaling $2,000 to area 
charities at the recent Hebron Lions Night of Giving. From left are club president 
Michael Hamburger (a senior at the school),  vice president Nina Wang (senior), 
and members Isabelle Kreamer (freshman) and Mya Strumskas (sophomore).

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
“What are you drawing?” inquired my wife, looking over my shoulder as I sat at the kitchen 

table last week. 
“My fantasy summer home,” I said, carefully adding some more windows to my sketch.
“It looks more like Buckingham Palace,” she said. “What are those round things sticking up 

all over the place?”
“Turrets,” I said. “They’re round so you can see danger approaching from any direction. You 

can’t have too many turrets, especially in these troubled times.”
“Just what sort of dangers are you anticipating?”
“I don’t know. IRS auditors. Vacuum cleaner salesmen. Boneheaded college students who 

think the best way to defend democracy is to revoke the constitutional rights of anyone who 
expresses an opinion they don’t like. Unannounced visits from in-laws. You just never know.” 

“It certainly has a lot of windows. I wouldn’t want to have to wash all that glass.”
“That’s what minions are for.”
“Ah, yes. Minions. What would we do without minions?”
Recognizing a disdainful rhetorical question when I hear one, and realizing that she is the 

one who typically takes care of washing perfectly (or mostly) functional windows during annual 
spring-cleaning frenzies, I wisely declined to respond. 

“And just where do you hope to build this monstros-… this imposing edifice of yours?” she 
continued.

“You certainly do ask a lot of questions. You’re not constructing some sort of psychological 
profile to have me declared mentally incompetent, are you?”

“Oh, perish the thought.”
“Okay. Well, I was originally planning on building somewhere on the Rhode Island shore. 

Maybe Newport. But now I’m thinking of finding some desolate, wind-swept moor, far from 
human habitation.”

“Because?”
“Because humans are so annoying.”
“I see.”
“Preferably someplace with acid rain and poisonous fogs and huge slavering hounds that 

materialize unexpectedly out of the night.”
“To discourage visits from vacuum cleaner salesmen and similar riff-raff, I presume.” 
“There I will be free to roam the cavernous echoing halls at will, mumbling to myself without 

interruption.”
“You do that here. Wander around mumbling to yourself, I mean.” 
“I did say ‘without interruption,’ didn’t I? Besides, it’s hard to get an echo here. The rooms are 

too small and the TV is always on. Also there’s no turrets.”
“I don’t mean to be a naysayer, but just how do you plan to pay for this palace of yours?”
“People who can live in places like this like to refer to them simply as secondary homes,” I cor-

rected her. “It transforms our arrogance into false modesty while at the same time insinuating 
that we’re even richer than we actually are.”

“I hate to be the bearer of bad news, honey, but despite your indisputable arrogance, you’re far 
from rich. I don’t know how you think you’re going to be able to pay for all this.”

“Covid money,” I replied smugly. “I hear there’s billions of unspent dollars in Covid relief 
money floating around out there that politicians are just itching to flush down the toilet. I expect 
sooner or later I’ll be receiving a generous Covid hero paycheck from our pandering leaders.”

“You don’t qualify. All you did was go without a paycheck for two months, then you went back 
to work and did your job. It’s not like you did something really heroic like pay dues to a powerful 
state employees union that owns the legislature.”

“And here I was afraid the days of the robber barons might be a thing of the past.”
“Not hardly, dearie. Now we just elect them.” 
 Jim Hallas

Some of you may recall an interview the 
Rivereast ran last year with East Hampton 
resident Elaine Alexander, who had recently 
published her first children’s book, Anglerfish: 
The Seadevil of the Deep.

Well, that book has now won an award!
Anglerfish combines science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM) education with 
a plotline engaging readers on the life of an 
anglerfish.

“The front part of the book reads like a 
story,” Alexander told the Rivereast last year. 
“It follows the anglerfish through her life cycle 
and then the back part of the book has back-
matter that goes a little more in depth about 
how she hunts, how she mates and where she 
lives and special adaptations that she has.”

Last week, Alexander was honored with the 
Cook Prize, an award presented by the Bank 
Street College of Education’s Center for Chil-
dren’s Literature (CCL). The prize honors the 
best STEM picture book for children aged 
8-10. It is the only national children’s choice 
award honoring a STEM book.

A panel of judges selects finalists for the 
award, but children from the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and Asia voted to choose the 
winners. 

“Bank Street is a great advocate for expe-
riential and child-centered learning,” CCL 
director Cynthia Weill told the School Li-
brary Journal. “The process of choosing these 
awards helps children sharpen their observa-
tional and advocacy skills. It is a very fun criti-
cal thinking activity that deepens children’s 
love for and joy in reading.”

Congratulations on the award, Elaine!
* * *

Kudos are also in order for Andover’s fresh-
man state senator, MD Rahman, who led the 
Senate in passage of legislation for the first 
time as a sitting lawmaker. 

Rahman (D-4), whose district covers An-
dover, Bolton, Glastonbury and Manchester, 
introduced a bill that would establish a work-
ing group to study whether a federal Title IX 
assessment of municipal recreation areas and 
public school facilities used for organized 
sports, studying access to athletic resources 
for male and female students under the fed-
eral law established in 1972, would be feasible 
in the state of Connecticut.

Now that it’s been okayed by the Senate, the 
bill would need to pass the House and then 
signed into law by the governor.

“Introducing a bill to the floor for Senate 
passage is a great honor, especially in support-
ing a cause like this,” Rahman said in a press 
release. “It is valuable for our state to study 
and monitor whether our public sports facili-
ties are compliant with federal policy ensur-
ing equal access, helping prevent and rectify 
potential discrimination. I look forward to its 
future consideration in the House and to our 
state making sure all of our children and stu-
dents are treated fairly.”

Rahman’s bill received important bipartisan 
support, as Senate Majority Leader Bob Duff 
(D-25) and Senate Minority Leader Kevin Kel-
ly (R-21) both introduced testimony advocat-
ing for it. According to the press release, Duff 
and Kelly both noted that athletic fields and 
recreational facilities historically have had is-
sues meeting legality in equality of access and 
use. Duff added that, in the past, municipali-
ties and schools have invested in facilities for 
male athletes without ensuring female athletes 
would have access to facilities for their chosen 
sports.

So, congratulations, MD, on successful pas-
sage of your bill. Hopefully it goes swimming-
ly through the House. 

* * *
See you next week. Make Good Things Better

To the Editor:
There was a time in East Hampton when town 

boards worked together to make each other success-
ful in their public service because, doing that, the citi-
zens of East Hampton would be the winners. It took 
time, work and genuine interest throughout the year, 
often without fanfare, but built a better town with 
each successive year.

It has been increasingly evident this budget season 
that this vision doesn’t guide a majority of our elected 
board members.

Board members certainly deserve thanks for their 
service, regardless of their views. But it has become 
obvious that complacency and disinterest occupy 
seats in the council chambers, and have sadly created 
pain and budget brinksmanship which destroy the 
fabric of our community.

Real leadership in our world today recognizes that 
dedicated, selfless performance in businesses and 
public service alike need to be supported, encouraged 
and celebrated. In East Hampton, that applies to all 
who work to make our town better, including and es-
pecially educators and emergency personnel. Unfor-
tunately, the opposite has occurred: excessive budget 

Will of the People?!
To the Editor:

The Colchester Board of Finance (BOF) made it 
clear that they answer to no one after last Tuesday 
night’s vote. During the previous four weeks, they 
have heard, but not listened to, numerous citizen 
comments urging them to support the schools and 
let the people decide. Yet, they have ignored those 
calls, led by their right-wing extremist colleague (Tim 
Vaillancourt), who wore an “FU” t-shirt to one of the 
meetings. Last Tuesday night’s vote sent a clear mes-
sage to the voters that was in line with Tim’s shirt.

The most agonizing part of this process is realizing 
that the board could have stopped the worst cuts for 
less than the cost of a weekly single tall latte at Star-
bucks. As I have noted at multiple meetings – we are 
part of a community. I am not a senior, but I voted 
for the senior center. I do not have children in pre-k 
or kindergarten, but I am for both programs. I have 
thankfully never needed the fire department, but I am 
glad to pay my part for my neighbors who have. A 
community is better off when we all work together for 
the common good. Everyone benefits from a quality 

Let’s Save the Baby
To the Editor:

We are one dead child away from a bear season. 
We should not wait. A crying baby is a call to dinner 
for a bear, it is chromatically similar to a dying rabbit 
squall; it turns the bear into a killer. Nobody wants 
to kill the cuties but when they show up in your yard 
the house becomes your prison and the bears’ likely 
food source, something’s gotta give. Let’s try and save 
the baby.

We can’t continue to grin and bear it.
Tim Rinell – East Hampton

cuts and, especially, false and insensitive board com-
ments hurt our town. We may have to tolerate this be-
havior in national politics, but not in East Hampton.

We can still do the right thing and restore fund-
ing to education and the ambulance association, and 
start working with them in real time to understand 
their challenges going forward, as we should with all 
boards. From experience, they would appreciate sup-
port.

And we can commit to a new vision in town gov-
ernment: that we in East Hampton work together to 
“make good things better.”

For all of us.
Rich Knotek – Middle Haddam
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Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to 
myglasspane@gmail.com and 
get info and a ballpark price.
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!

Autocracy vs. Democracy
To the Editor:

Hebron’s May 2nd referendum revealed two sig-
nificant shortfalls:

1: In this inflationary period, Hebron property 
taxes are too high and not balanced by a diversified 
economy. 

2: Hebron’s government is divorced from its elec-
torate and needs to engage Hebron residents’ support.

Relocating the Public Works Complex (PWC) with 
a master plan relocating Hebron’s fire department 
and town offices to 17 Kinney Rd. will destroy the 
last intact farm in Hebron Center. It’s detrimental to 
Hebron’s ecological and rural environment. Failure 
to repair the current PWC when necessary, has split 
Hebron asunder with Hebron’s leadership fighting its 
own citizens. By insisting there is no Plan B, Hebron 
leaders admit that they have mishandled the town’s 
greatest asset – Hebron’s rural historic town-owned 
land. Should Hebron’s schoolchildren have to pay the 
price for the sins of the town fathers?!

Bullying and belittling concerned and aware citi-
zens has not resulted in a carte blanche to support 
a pre-COVID/pre-recession master plan. Revisions 
to the 2024 Plan of Conservation and Development 
need to concentrate on preserving Hebron’s history, 
tackling environmental issues like disease-spreading, 
soil changing invasive species and scrapping a master 
plan that promotes suburban sprawl to the detriment 
of Hebron’s historic center. 

Hebron is worth saving. Vote ‘no’ for unnecessary 
town expenditures. A referendum should have taken 
the place of a $15,000 survey to promote an overly ex-
pensive PWC. Hebron’s leaders need to redefine their 
role as stewards of the town and agents of the people, 
without appropriating autocratic powers utilizing 
some Yankee wisdom:

“Use it up, wear it out
Repair when due, or do without.”
This is the foundation of New England’s small-

town democracy.
Preserving Hebron’s rural, historic character with-

out denying Hebron’s children a quality education is 
clearly what the electorate wants.

John Baron – Hebron
Note: Baron identifies himself as “just another over-

taxed Hebron suburban peasant.”

Show & Tell
To the Editor:

Wow!! The Rivereast May 5th paper really put Col-
chester on the map, between the key article on page 
1, “Calls to Resign Follow Heated Meeting,” and the 
many letters to the editor by some of same people in 
the article it seems our town just loves to air our dirty 
laundry for Everyone to see.

At first, I was taken back by what I called sensa-
tionalism reporting but as Mike Thompson (Rivereast 
editor) explained to me, “I thought the public had a 
right to know just what happened…” I may not fully 
agree with that but I do Understand his journalistic 
thinking. But what I don’t understand is why this 
meeting got so out of hand and why the parties in-
volved felt it necessary to write letters to the editor 
compounding the black eye it gives to our town.

Why did Mr. Thomas not put a gavel to the vir-
tual carrying-on – why was Mr. LaChapelle making 
meeting comments virtually while walking around 
his neighborhood; does he not have enough respect 
for the process and meeting to be in a more condu-
cive setting? Why did Mr. Vaillancourt & Mr. Bisbikos 
accept this behavior and contribute to it – instead 
of asking for a recess or again putting a gavel to it. 
Gentlemen (courteous, gracious, considerate) – and 
I use that term loosely – public town meetings are to 
be conducted in a professional manner and to accom-
plish an agenda’s business. It is not for personal agen-
das, vendettas, or leisurely strolls; otherwise, don’t 
call them Public Meetings, call them Party Meetings. 
You owe us, the public; you are supposed to represent 
a much better showing.

Ralph Bianco – Colchester

Don’t Ask Us Again
To the Editor:

Quite frankly, the thought of the Horton Farm be-
coming the new and expensive DPW ‘legacy’ of our 
town, as it has been referred to, is simply disgrace-
ful. The town has not provided enough justification 
nor complete detailed information on why it must 
be constructed on that specific site off Kinney Road. 
Hebron’s current DPW site is not up to current stan-
dards, but we are not addressing those issues. Yet we 
want to destroy another parcel of land in Hebron and 
recreate the same problems in a different place. One 
of my mother’s favorite sayings is “stop rearranging 
the dirt.” And we are. And we are affecting home val-
ues... and water tables… and sadly, people’s lives. 

You can gather townspeople again and again and 

Ethics in Town Politics
To the Editor:

On Thursday, May 4, I attended and participated 
in the National Day of Prayer Ceremony on the Town 
Green. It was a pleasant event, witnessing citizens of 
Colchester coming together to pray for our commu-
nity and nation. That same evening, I attended the 
Board of Selectmen (the board) meeting at the Town 
Hall and witnessed quite the opposite circumstance, 
which was anything but united thanks to two board 
members belonging to the Democratic Party. 

A motion was put forth by a selectwoman to ap-
prove a hearing involving a Sewer & Water employee 
who was placed on paid administrative leave, and 
later terminated. This employee worked under the 
supervision of the Sewer & Water chairman and hus-
band of the selectwoman who had made the motion. 
Evidence was presented to the public by the first se-
lectman, and verified by selectman Jason LaChapelle, 
that this selectwoman had acted inappropriately by 
getting involved behind the scenes to attempt to po-
tentially negate the town employee’s termination.

After the termination, this selectwoman’s husband 
had texted the former employee, stating that his wife 
was “all over it.” This selectwoman, along with her 
Democratic counterpart, dug in their heels and re-
fused to recuse themselves from the hearing, should 
it be put forth, voted upon and approved. This behav-
ior is unethical and could potentially expose the town 
to investigation and legal costs at taxpayers’ expense.

In my opinion, the two selectwomen involved 
should recuse themselves from anything pertaining 
to the Sewer & Water employee termination. This be-
havior is not how our elected officials should be con-
ducting town business.

Sincerely,
Jeffery Duigou – Colchester

‘We Can’t Blame Ourselves’
To the Editor:

The Town Council and Board of Finance still, 
amazingly, refuse to take responsibility for their words 
and actions. It’s clear that most people were upset by 
the decorum of Town Council at the April meeting, 
rightfully so. To make/encourage such a large cut and 
cite the reason as irresponsible BOE spending is a 
failed attempt to gaslight the community. 

The Board of Education is audited on financials 
every year. The district has been transformed for the 
better since superintendent Smith joined the district. 
The Council and BOF can point their fingers and say 
the “superintendent works for BOE, not the other way 
around,” and make no mistake, that is the truth. The 
superintendent fulfills every BOE request. 

Speaking personally, I have been told that I have 
“no right to chair the BOE” because I refuse to pub-
licly berate the people around me. However, I can-
not morally operate like this. I don’t know, maybe it’s 
because I wasn’t raised by a chauvinist, or maybe it’s 
because most of my colleagues and I operate with hu-
mility, combined with the fact that we have children 
in attendance at almost all of our meetings. After all, 
we sit on a board for education. I can’t speak for any-
one else, but I believe in setting an example for the 
young eyes that are watching us. It’s part of our duty 
as elected leaders. 

Additionally, while every inch of operations within 
the district are evaluated by the BOE, I think most 
of us have learned that we can accomplish more as a 
team. And while we certainly seek to understand and 
improve all aspects of Education in East Hampton, it 
would be a dangerous dereliction of duty to pretend 
like we know more than someone with 40 years of ex-
perience in education. 

Hebron’s Referendum
Reverberations

To the Editor:
“We heard the people loud and clear,” was the 

statement by Hebron’s town manager in last week’s 
Rivereast. The landslide defeat of Hebron’s budget 
was indeed a clear message, but our town leaders are 
not listening close enough. Only a few lines later, the 
town manager reported that he will recommend the 
Board of Selectmen “seek alternative funding sources 
in the future” for the Public Works design plans. The 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget, which 
included the funding for the Public Works designs, 
was rejected by 1,182 ‘no’ votes to 558 ‘yes’ votes. It is 

We Need to Be Better
To the Editor:

In responding to the Board of Education budget 
cuts implemented by the Board of Finance, a num-
ber of issues come to mind. After dealing with the 
effects of an unprecedented pandemic, our educators 
are being criticized due to a decline in standardized 
test scores. This would seem to call for an increase in 
resources to support the strategies put forth by our 
education professionals to compensate for any de-
cline resulting from limited classroom instruction. 
Putting forth a budget that could eliminate teacher 
positions and increase class sizes seems counter-
productive, if not irresponsible. A pathetic attempt 
to shift the blame to our superintendent of schools 
through denigrating rhetoric that is totally untrue is 
an insult to all of us.

No one I can think of is looking to pay higher taxes 
or watch their property decline in value. Throwing 
money indiscriminately at a problem does not en-
sure success. However, to maintain and improve, well 
thought out investment, in consultation with those 
with relevant expertise, must be made. Whether it 
be home, car or personal health, neglect will result 
in failure. The quality of our public schools, which is 
dependent on our investment, is the first area families 
consider when deciding if East Hampton is the place 
to be called home. 

Education and public safety are the cornerstones 
of any community. Lack of support from our elected 
officials will result in stagnation, which is not in any-
one’s best interest. This is not the image we want pro-
jected by the town of East Hampton. We need to be 
better than that.

David May – East Hampton

school system—from property values to lower crime 
rates.

I urge fellow community members to continue to 
come out and voice their extreme displeasure with 
this board. These officials work for us, and they serve 
at our pleasure, and if they want to ignore the people, 
then it is time to send them packing. This town de-
serves better leadership than the clown show we have 
seen over the last two years. In November, voters will 
have the opportunity to change direction when two 
members of the Board of Finance see their terms end 
– it is time to say bye to Andrea Migliaccio and Art 
Shilosky.

Jeremy M. McKenzie – Colchester

To the other boards: do better. To the public, please 
accept my sincerest apologies for helping the BOF/TC 
Republicans get elected. It’s a mistake I’ll never for-
give myself for after I’ve seen the destruction they’re 
willing to cause. 

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan – Colchester
Note: Tammaro-Dzagan is chair of the Colchester 

Board of Education, but said she is speaking as an in-
dividual.

offer professional presentations on the Kinney Road 
site, but the simple question remains…. When will 
they address the current DPW property for future 
development instead of a new location? Didn’t we 
update our schools on their current site with tempo-
rary portable classrooms? Can’t we move DPW staff 
to portable offices? If kids can do it, then adults can! 
We spent the money to provide plans for the Kinney 
Road site because that’s easy…it’s an empty lot. Now 
we need to do the hard part. Spend the money to pro-
vide plans for Old Colchester Road because that will 
take talent, coordination and planning. Saying the 
proposed plans will not work on the existing property 
is like trying to put a square peg in a round hole. The 
town needs to offer development plans on the existing 
DPW site. Get to work. Then ask us again….

Ellen Ludwig,
Hebron resident for 31 years

See Letters, page 6
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Lunch – happy hour
Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester
860-531-9160

www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Friday & Saturday

PATIO
NOW OPEN!

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
Live Music Saturday: Louie D Trio 5:30-8:30pm

— PRIME RIB IS BACK —
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

CIT3-16-23

R
E5

-6
-2

2Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm

Gluten Free Menu AvailableRESTAURANT

COME GET YOUR TAKEOUT FOR LUNCH!
We now have picnic tables for outside dining!

We are open 5am to 1pm
Our specials listed on Facebook

Happy Mother’s Day
to all the Moms!

MOM

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 5/31/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 5/31/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
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GunG Ho
Chinese and Japanese Restaurant

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Call (860) 537-3862 
for Reservations & Take Out

36 Main Street, Colchester
— Junction of Rt. 85 & Rt. 16 —

We are located across from the beautiful
Colchester Town Green & next to the Cragin Library.

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm, Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

Vietnamese Noodle Soup (Phở) 
Available Every Day

Call for Take ouT

CoMe CheCk 

uS out!

hard to imagine that this outcome is not clear enough. 
The cost of $245,000, from traditional budget 

funding or “alternative funding sources” is a waste of 
hard-earned taxpayer money. And this is only the tip 
of a $20 million iceberg that will sink our environ-
ment and history and raise taxes exponentially. The 
town can try to ignore the destructive impact of their 
plan, but the people of Hebron are listening. The only 
responsible plan is to fix Public Works at Old Col-
chester Road. For more information, please visit ‘Save 
Hebron Center’ on Facebook.

Sadly, the continued push for a new Public Works 

is a symptom of a deeper problem in Hebron. It ap-
pears our town leaders are out of touch with the resi-
dents and the entire town budget does not reflect our 
priorities. The decision to maintain deep cuts to edu-
cation and the 80% cut to Open Space funding is hard 
to comprehend. Vote after vote, survey after survey, 
the message has always been clear. People live in He-
bron is for its fantastic school system and its vibrant 
historic rural character.

The Board of Selectmen, the Board of Finance and 
the town manager need to go back to the drawing 
board and start over again.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Nuclear War
To the Editor:

There has been a lot of fear mongering lately over 
the specter of nuclear war. Although it’s an attention 
trap, you can’t do anything meaningful against it...and 
that’s the point. It’s meant to distract you from the ac-
tual war – the war against the nuclear family. 

Society has succeeded in separating children from 
parents with the creation of compulsory government-
run schools, which allows both men and women to 
focus on their career aspirations. What started off as 
“empowerment,” however, has quickly led to subser-
vience as having dual incomes is necessary for most 
modern families to function. Meanwhile, the federal 

Let’s Talk About Walck
To the Editor:

In her “open letter” last week, Town Councilor Ali-
son Walck painted a highly inaccurate picture regard-
ing the East Hampton budget snafu and made some 
ludicrous comparisons. Her letter, along with her 
performance and seeming indifference to her com-
munity, demands a response in kind.

The many letters from the Republican members of 
the Town Council and Board of Finance in last week’s 
Rivereast displayed strategy regarding the ongoing 
budget debate. They are going to scapegoat the Board 
of Education and claim the public is being purposely 
misled.

If that’s their strategy, fine. The very purpose of an 
op/ed section is to offer a mix of opinions, and the 
East Hampton GOP leaders are entitled to state their 
views.

But Walck’s letter was baffling, following a series of 
other letters she has published over the year that pit-
ted her against local educators and journalists.

It was confounding a few months ago when she in-
sinuated that too many students are making the Hon-
or Roll, thus East Hampton must not be challenging 
students enough.

Soon after, she lashed out against this newspaper 
for its coverage of disagreements between the Town 
Council and Board of Education.

Now, she is accusing the superintendent of using 
school children in a manner that somehow invokes 
the Vietnam War. All because students and parents 
are aware that a favorite English teacher is in danger 
of losing her job.

Ms. Walck, these students are not being weapon-
ized. They are educated and understand the ramifica-
tions of the proposed budget. They are smart, erudite, 
and they make us proud. It’s no wonder so many of 
them make the Honor Roll. They must have excellent 
teachers, too.

We look to our leaders to inspire, not scapegoat. 
Ms. Walck and the Republican majorities must do 
better.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton

The Fiasco Continues
Dear Colchester Residents:

I can hardly believe this budget season and the 
fiasco that continues. We must face the facts in our 
community: both the education and the town are un-
derfunded. While I fully understand financial limita-
tions, we must acknowledge the impact to our town 
services as a result of drastic reductions. Our town 
hall is in constant flux due to the mass exodus of em-
ployees, as well as those current employees that are 
afraid to share their opinions in community forums 
due to fear of retaliation. Our school system is on the 
verge of the most drastic cuts I have seen in the last 15 

government is able to tax two incomes instead of one. 
With parents focused on careers, divorce has ex-

ploded, fragmenting families and creating more sin-
gle-parent households. The welfare system has been 
weaponized to incentivize homes with no father pres-
ent as benefits hinge on women being single. Media/
pop culture has spent decades eroding the moral fiber 
of the country with most awards show performances 
dripping with both gratuitous sex and satanic imag-
ery. Why?

As we are enter “The Great Reset,” I’m reminded of 
Mao’s Cultural Revolution. “The Great Leap Forward” 
employed a student led Red Guard to target the “Four 
Olds,” demanding that people cast aside Old Ideas, 
Old Culture, Old Customs, and Old Habits in favor 
of adopting communism. This resulted in youths tar-
geting, beating, sometimes murdering, older people 
who disagreed and forced a generational rift meant to 
fracture traditional society.

Today public institutions are exposing our chil-
dren to transsexual lifestyles and divisive gender/
racial identities that further disrupt the nuclear fam-
ily while dissenting adults are labeled as “intolerant” 
and “bigoted” for not “affirming” this nonsense. As 
parents, we need to focus more on fighting for our 
nuclear families in our schools, towns, and state and 
worry less about nuclear Armageddon. 

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE5-12-23

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials

47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

$495 & up

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 5/12 “Screamin’ Eagles”
Friday, 5/19 “A Frame” May Birthday Celebration

Friday, 5/26 Karaoke
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62 West High St., East Hampton • 860-267-1106
“It’s Worth the Drive from Anywhere”

ORDER ONLINE: www.rossiniseasthampton.com

— reservations for parties of 5 or more are recommended —

Join us for
MOTHER’S DAYMOTHER’S DAY

12-8pm
Dinner Specials &

Full Menu Available

Wishing all 
the wonderful 
mothers a very 

special day!

Visit Our Vineyard
Saturday & Sunday

12:00-6:00pm
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589 Exeter Road, Lebanon, CT 06249
(860) 222-4644

www.lebanongreenvineyards.com

LIVE 
MUSIC

Saturday 2:00-5:00pm
Sunday 2:00-4:00/5:00pm

Venue for Private Parties
ANTIQUES FOR SALE
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years of my teaching career. 

This current budget that the BOF will send forward 
to the BOS is underfunding at its finest. The ridicu-
lous circus that has become BOF meetings is beyond 
words. The blatant shaming that a particular first se-
lectman has directed at community members because 
of the confusion over the budget is reprehensible. 
The claim of transparency in this budget process is 
false. At the BOF meeting on 5/8, there were contin-
ued discussions between the finance directors of the 
town and BOE regarding the significance of the cuts 
that were proposed. It is impossible to send forward a 
budget with absolute clarity if the numbers don’t add 
up on both sides. 

Don’t send forward an incomplete and unclear 
budget for the sake of sending it forward, just to meet 
a narrative of conservative spending. You are not rep-
resenting the constituents of our town. 

November can’t come soon enough.
 Erin Kaiser – Colchester

Vote ‘Yes’ for Andover Budget
To the Editor:

Please vote “yes” in support of the Andover bud-
get on May 16. Your elected representatives from the 
Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance and Board of 
Education spent many hours preparing the town bud-
get that passed by a vote of 70-8 to proceed to refer-
endum. The total Andover budget is a 1.8% decrease 
from last year’s budget and will result in a 2% decrease 
in the mill rate!

Andover’s total education cost included in the bud-
get, comprising the budgets for Andover Elementary 
School and RHAM, is a 4% decrease from last year’s 
budget, because of the decrease in the number of An-
dover students at RHAM and, therefore, a lowering of 

Annual Buzz in Gardens
To the Editor: 

Nothing like the spike of color in between the 
seasons of perennial blooms. Annual flowers are the 
best for immediate fill in color and a valuable food 
source for our local pollinators. Stand-outs are full 
sun cosmos, 2’ tall feathery and delicate they may 
even reseed themselves! Zinnias are wonderful, send-
ing up blooms all the way to frost. Sunflowers are the 
ultimate pollinator attractor. Some, up to 6 feet tall, 
are irresistible to butterflies and bees, and after the 
blossoms are spent the seed heads bring out a variety 

Cemetery 
To the Editor:

As part of the 175th Anniversary events, on Satur-
day, June 3, the Olde Andover Burying Ground Cem-
etery (OABGC) and the Townsend Cemetery will 
give free tours. Meet at the Town Hall Office Build-
ing, 17 School Rd., by 10:15 a.m. to board the bus. No 
reservations are needed.

The first stop is the OABGC, where you will be 
greeted by members of the committee and guest 
speaker, Lisa Cornell, owner of the Beyond the Grave-
stone company which repairs and restores old stones. 
She has done a fantastic job at the OABGC and will 
speak about different methods used and other inter-
esting facts about the restoration of stones. Two com-
mittee members will also speak about some of those 
who founded our town. 

Then the bus will travel to the Townsend Cemetery 
to meet Rob Whitcomb, sexton for the Andover Cem-
etery Corporation who will talk about the history of 
Townsend Cemetery. This is an exciting free tour you 
will not want to miss. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Joan Foran and Cathy Palazzi

175th Anniversary Members, Andover

Colchester Deserves Better
To the Editor:

Over the past two months of budget meetings 
in Colchester, residents have witnessed some truly 
shocking behavior from our elected officials and 
board members. Shouting matches, snide remarks, 
eye-rolling, passive-aggressive comments and near 
incompetence are the norm at our public meetings 
this year.

The May 9 Board of Finance meeting was just the 
latest demonstration, with a lack of accurate docu-
mentation, circular reasoning that seemed purpose-
fully confusing, and Republican BOF members open-
ly laughing and smirking at the citizens who stood up 
to make public comments. At the last moment, the 
board chair appeared to pressure one of the other 
members to abstain rather than vote no, so that the 
budget moved forward.

Colchester deserves better than this. If only the 
BOF could emulate the students who have spoken 
up at these meetings in support of their schools and 
teachers. They are more respectful and act more ma-
ture than our elected representatives.

Susie Milner – Colchester

Financial Mismanagement
To the Editor:

The town of Colchester is moving forward with 
budgets without any of the expected transparency 
or accuracy. Citizens or elected officials that ask why 
the numbers are off get bullied with rude and conde-
scending excuses.

Last year, a slate of Republicans ran on the idea of 
“people over government.” They actually meant “me 
over you.”

Now that they are elected, the Republicans have no 
interest in doing what’s best for the town; only start-
ing chaotic and childish drama to distract us from 
their financial mismanagement. 

John Farrell – Colchester

Roller Derby Scholarship
To the Editor:

Hartford Area Roller Derby is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
women’s flat track Roller Derby league here in central 
Connecticut. Our league is skater-owned and oper-
ated, and we are offering our annual $500 scholarship 
soon. We are looking for a high school athlete that 
is actively involved in athletics and mirrors HARD’s 
values of sportsmanship, teamwork, uplifting others, 
and giving back to the community. You can find the 
application on our website at Hartfordarearollerder-
by.com; the deadline to apply is May 31. 

And if you’d like to watch Gory Killmore, Wicked 
Ozsome, Demi Godless and the rest of our skaters do 
their thing on eight wheels, come see us live at No-
mad’s Adventure Quest in South Windsor on Satur-
day, May 13! Doors open at 5 p.m. and first whistle is 
at 6 p.m.! It’s fast-paced, full-contact and tons of fun!

Sue McFarland – Marlborough

Elect Clowns – Get a Circus
To the Editor:

Ronald Reagan is likely rolling in his grave – be-
cause Monday night, the Republican-led Board of 
Finance was a poster demonstration of why it is so 
hard to trust the government. Ultimately, the Board 
of Finance passed a motion on straight party lines to 
push through a Board of Education budget with dra-
conian cuts. What was the problem? No one knows 
how much the cuts are – are they $1.3 million or $1.57 
million?

At the beginning of the meeting, the chairwoman, 
Republican Andrea Migliaccio, displayed an Excel 
spreadsheet to explain the budget, an Excel spread-
sheet with an inaccurate mill rate. For those of you 
following the debate, you know how ridiculous this 
is. The same chairwoman wasted an entire meeting 
earlier this cycle criticizing the Board of Education 
for using Excel because it could be inaccurate. When 
the board adjourned, I saw Chairwoman Migliaccio 
and First Selectman Bisbikos in the hall and told them 
they should adjourn until they knew what the num-
bers were. They laughed; it was all a joke to them.

The unfortunate reality is that this joke will nega-
tively impact our children. Reduced pre-k, the only 
town in Connecticut with half-day kindergarten, 
pay-to-play band and no middle school language of-
ferings. It is also going to impact our property val-
ues negatively. Finally, it will ultimately cost the town 
more money in the long run, with more kids needing 
special support to meet minimal standards. 

The battle is not over – come out to the Board of 
Selectmen and town budget meetings.

Remember to vote in November—elections have 
real consequences. The good news is that we can 
change direction, but only if we show up. Two seats 
will be open on the Board of Finance, including An-
drea Migliaccio’s. Save our schools.

Jeremy McKenzie – Colchester

Recuse Yourselves
To the Editor:

I’m writing this letter concerning an issue in Col-
chester with the Board of Selectman.

There was a discipline issue with a Sewer and Wa-
ter employee where two selectmen got involved by 
having contact with the employee and the Chair of 
the Sewer & Water Commission. The issue being one 
of the selectmen involved, Rosemary Coyle, is the 
wife of the Sewer and Water Commission chairman.

 In my opinion, based on 23 years’ experience as a 
union officer, 13 of which as a business agent, it is a 
reasonable and prudent request that the two select-
men involved in this issue recuse themselves from 
any and all discussions or actions in and around this 
issue. 

Rich Tanner – Colchester

‘Rosemary is All Over It’
To the Editor:

 Last Thursday, I witnessed a meeting where two 
Board of Selectmen members refused to recuse them-
selves in a personnel matter in which they clearly 
showed a conflict interest. This personnel matter in-
volved a Sewer & Water employee who was recently 
terminated for allegedly falsifying time records and 
for insubordination. When the employee was placed 
on paid administrative leave, Stephen Coyle (the Sew-
er & Water chairman and husband of selectman Rose-
mary Coyle) texted to the employee that “Rosemary 
is All Over It.” Selectman Rosemary Coyle and select-
man Denise Turner proceeded to interject themselves 
in the matter. None of them reached out to the first 
selectman to find out what wrongdoing had taken 
place but rather ran to the aid of the employee. We 
know this because text messages and phone records 
were revealed at the Board of Selectmen meeting as 
they came from the town phones.

Furthermore, Jason LaChapelle revealed at the 
meeting that he was lobbied by the two selectmen to 
overturn the decision of the first selectman without 
even knowing what the concerns (at the time) were. 
We also learned that Rosemary’s husband, Stephen 
Coyle, helped develop a job description that would 
give the recently terminated employee a $30K salary 
bump and allegedly instructed the employee not to 

Three Budgets
To the Editor:

In trying to protect the taxpayers from the burden 
of large tax increases and excessive taxes the Board of 
Finance found it necessary to reduce each of the pro-
posed budgets: town, capital, and education.

The town operating budget was reduced by 
$371,470 a reduction of 2.6%. It is a fair but lean bud-
get.

There were also items eliminated from the capital 
budget, however we funded $400,000 in school tech-
nology, $95,000 for school security and $52,000 for 
pickleball courts among many other items.

The Board of Education budget continues to re-
ceive a large increase, although not the massive in-
crease it requested. The Board of Education’s request-
ed increase was $2,172,000 or 5.80%. Instead, the 
Board of Finance proposed an education increase of 
3.9% or $1,335,000. It is in the hands of the BOE to 
spend your money prudently.

My reasoning for the education proposal: the edu-
cation budget has grown at an alarming rate over the 
past five years while the school population has gradu-
ally but steadily decreased. Over the past five years 
enrollment has decreased by 108 (6%) and in the 
same period their budget has increased by 12.88%.

Hay Seeds
To the Editor:

If you have not seen the 2007 BBC production, 
Planet Earth, I encourage you to do so. My favorite 
episode is the one on wild grasses. Grass is simply 
amazing and it covers the earth above and below the 
water and their roots are the best part. Resilient and 
deep, wild grasses survive droughts, floods, fires and 
foot traffic, coming back year after year to keep life 
going. Remember, wild grasses are not the same as 
modern lawns. Wild grasses have deeper root systems 
and are more resilient. They get paved over but some-
how manage to survive and eventually grow between 
the cracks, damaging unnatural pavement and con-
crete beautifully. They have a life of their own.

Grassroots political campaigns have a life of their 
own as well. “What was striking was that these young 
people were not only voting for us, they were the 
foundation of our grassroots campaign. They were 
the ones handing out literature, making phone calls, 
texting, raising small contributions, and volunteering 
in a hundred different ways.” – Bernie Sanders.

Deep down, most campaigns are all ages shows, 
with older residents being just as outraged by the 
destruction of land, water and history, while facing 
hostile political environments.

We were raised loving America’s purple mountains 
and amber waves of grain. Nowhere were politicians 
or corporations mentioned. But I digress, grass is the 
topic. Grass roots are hearty and interesting. People 
are too and, like grass, people have strong roots….
grassroots. In 2023, people still band together and, 
supported by our family roots, here we are. If you like 
grass or roots or grassroots, then join us by politely 
opposing invasive development on the Raymond 
Brook Watershed in Hebron Center. Salt or no salt, 
pollution happens causing us heartache both at home 
and nationwide. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Thank You, Poll Workers
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Town of Portland, I would like to 
thank all of the poll workers and our registrar of vot-
ers who supported Portland’s budget referendum on 
May 8. In addition to being at the polls during the day 
on Monday, there is advanced set-up and breakdown 
work that is done. 

Also, thanks to Assistant Town Clerk Elizabeth 
Morand for her assistance with the absentee ballot 
process over the last few weeks. Finally, I would like to 
thank Linda Martin and the Portland Middle School 
team for all their assistance.

Michael Tierney
Portland Town Clerk

provide FOI-able information, which included mas-
sive fee increases that would hurt residents and busi-
nesses, to the First Selectman.

Rosemary Coyle and Denise Turner should recuse 
themselves from any matter pertaining to the recently 
terminated employee or with Stephen Coyle. Any-
thing less would be an abuse of power.

Sincerely,
Tim Vaillancourt – Colchester

Note: Vaillancourt is a member of the Colchester 
Board of Finance but said he is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

This year alone the BOE proposed budget increase 
is nearly 6%. That’s almost half of the cumulative in-
creases over the past five years. Will the education 
budget in 2025 be another 6% increase or more?

How much can the taxpayers afford before they are 
taxed out of their homes or are forced to take a loan 
just to pay their taxes. The BOF has tried to keep all 
East Hampton’s taxpayers in mind when crafting the 
three budgets. We work for all the taxpayers not just 
parents.

Alannah Coshow – Middle Haddam
Note: Coshow is vice chair of the East Hampton 

Board of Finance, but is speaking as an individual.

Andover’s levy.
The May 16th referendum vote on the Town Bud-

get for 2023-24 will cost Andover taxpayers at least 
$1,900 to conduct. Should a second Referendum be 
needed due to a failed vote on this first Referendum, 
it will cost the Andover taxpayers at least another 
$1,900, not to mention the time and probable divi-
siveness in needing to then consider two separate 
budgets as a result of the required bifurcation.

Please vote ‘yes’ for the Andover budget on May 
16th. Thank you!

Sincerely,
Shannon O. Louden – Andover

Note: Louden is secretary of the Andover Bard of 
Education but said she is writing in her individual ca-
pacity.

See Letters, page 25

@oznbonesbbq

(860) 537-3355
oznbonesbbq.com

43 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT

Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
Our authentic & artisan original

barbeque recipes are made fresh from scratch.

Dine In • Take Out
Lunch • Catering
Outdoor Seating

BBQ Brunch This Saturday 11am-2pm
Our regular menu will be available as well!
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Best of  Hartford:Best of  Hartford:
FIRST PLACEFIRST PLACE::
Caterer, Food Truck, Caterer, Food Truck, 
Outdoor Dining, TakeoutOutdoor Dining, Takeout
FIRST RUNNER UP:
Bar (Neighborhood), BBQ, 
Brunch, Family Dining, 
Overall, Ribs
SECOND RUNNER UP:
Ambiance, Wings

Celebrating 
Our Two Year 
Anniversary!!
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Spring Concert with 
Yale Whiffenpoofs

AHM Youth and Family Services will wel-
come the Yale Whiffenpoofs as the perform-
er for this year’s Spring Concert on Saturday, 
May 20, at 25 Pendleton Drive, Hebron. The 
concert begins at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $45/person, and a Livestream 
ticket link will also be available for $25. Pro-
ceeds benefit AHM. For tickets and spon-
sorship opportunities, visit ahmyouth.org/
fundraisers-events/spring-concert. 

Graduation Lawn 
Signs on Sale 

Parents and friends of RHAM High School 
Class of 2023 seniors are invited to purchase 
graduation lawn signs. 

AHM Youth and Family Services recently 
purchased extra lawn signs, and will continue 
to sell them until supplies run out. Signs are $20 
each. To order, visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-
events/project-graduation. Note: if you don’t al-
ready have a Rec Desk account with AHM, one 
will need to be created. If you do have an AHM 
Rec Desk account, select Project Graduation 
Lawn Sign Fundraiser from the program list. 

Contact Jenn Boehler at jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org or 860-228-9488 ext. 22 for more in-
formation.

RHAM High School Honor Roll
RHAM High School has announced the 

honor roll for the third quarter of the 2022-23 
school year.

High Honors
Grade 12: Rowan Stephen Akerlind, Kate-

lyn Michelle Aldridge, Quinn Kristian Arnold, 
Bridget Holleran Austin, Grace L. Baran, Ally 
Katheryn Bernier, Abigail Helene Billings, Mat-
thew Edward Bogdan, Caelyn Campbell Cal-
houn, Lainey Marie Cameron, Benjamin Can-
cellaro, Cecilia Anne Chu, Ian Thomas Costello, 
Maxwell Stanley Czarnecki, Ava Rosemary 
Dean, Stephanie Yvonne Delaney, Ethan Tyler 
Demosthenous, Shealyn Rose Dempsey, Chris-
topher Lawson Devine, Jeremy Dylan Devine, 
Mackenzie Lee Donnelly, Laura Grace Filosa, 
Matthew Robert Fraleigh, Joshua Paul Gauthier, 
Ryan Fredrick Gauthier, Miguel Angel Genung, 
Bridget Anne Grabski, Ella Brynn Hall, Michael 
Louis Hamburger, Riley Elizabeth Harrington, 
Logan Quinn Hester, Nina Caelan Holm, Jen-
na Lee Humphreys, Konrad Jandzinski, Evan 
Jay Kreidler, Brady Eastham Lalonde, Anna 
Elizabeth Lavenburg, Shannon Lee Lowell, Jack 
Patrick Luby, Megan Grace Luby, Emma Julia 
Maguire, Brynn Delaney Maleryn, Michael M. 
Marques, Cameron William McDonald, Isabelle 
Marie Mondo, Grace Catherine Neumuth, Max 
Hardy Nylen, Halie Ann Oman, Abigail Amber 
Pace, Lilah Mae Patrizz, Areana Rosalind Pe-
traiuolo, Cole James Pilkington, David Pineda, 
Thomas Eric Puetzer, Aiden Gregory Rizzotti, 
Destiny Cecile Simkowski, Cadance A Smith, 
Jayce Spencer, Holden Thomas Sullivan, Daniel 
Frank Tamburro, Margherita Maria Tominov-
ich, Connor Reilly Townsend, Carson Mark 
Waddell, Sophie Nollaig Walsh, Nina Wang, 
Tiffany Marie Warren, Grace Kelly Whitmore, 
Autumn Skye Worthen, Anthony Andrew 
Wursthorn, Aidan T. Zern, Diana Marie Zito.

Grade 11: Natalie Anne Assunto, Sophia 
Maria Bell, Taryn Ashley Brysgel, Alexa Lynne 
Burke, Bryn Aleksandra Chudzik, Grace Eliza-
beth Fontana, Alexander T. Grillo, Janina No-
elle Howard, Sophia Grace Kokofski, Marina A. 
McLaughlin, Amelia Christina Oatman, Alexa 
Rose Odoy, Dannan Amanda Page, Molly Anne 
Paquette, Jackson Parkinson, Rebekah Joy Pe-
dro, Abigail Rose Reed, Lauren Grace Reibeling, 
Kevin Michael Timko, Emily Rose Viot, Jackson 
Derek Young.

Grade 10: Amr Ahmed, Christopher Angel 
Averso, Colby William Bell, Emma Rae Berni-
er, Kaleigh Gibson Burgess, Kaitlyn Rose Cal-
laway, James Patrick Carroll, Taylor Magnan 
Cyr, Spencer Eric Hoeth, Trevor Henry Hooker, 
John William Hutton, Kate X. Landry, David 
L. Lapierre, Xavier A. Lizarraga, Danielle Kelly 
Lynch, Lily Vae Mota, Conner James Rabbitt, 
Samuele Riccardo Romaniello, Oliver Sarosh, 
Riley S. Sawyer, Lydia Rose Smedley, Robert 
John West, Isabella Wiktorowicz, Sophia Wik-
torowicz, Benjamin A. Zigmund.

Grade 9: Zoe Brynn Albert, Gianna Elise 
Assunto, Ellie Grace Ballard, Hailey Mychael 
Bergeron, Finn Vincent James Blake, Brenna 
Grace D’Amico, Jake Benedict DellaRocco, Ella 
Maria Hatzikostas, Kaitlin Jane Hobin, Zoe 
Jacques, Rosalee Virginia Kathleen Kelly, Tate 
Catherine Knox-Silvia, Brody Ryan Kokofski, 
Mason Kevin Kompanik, Isabelle Grace Kream-
er, Aria Rae Lagace, Zoe Eve Lisee, Kenna Al-
ice MacDonald, Christopher Jayden Medina, 
Zorion Asher Pike, Jake Brooks Pinkham, Wil-
liam Everett Ryan, Isabelle M. Sobieralski, Ta-
lula Sarah Stomberg, Emily Grace Suroviak, Ol-
ivia Louise Talaga, Liam Michael Tarallo, Julia 
Kathryn Teodosio, Aimee L. Viele, Dylan Jacob 
Young, Cecilia Ann Zito.

Honors
Grade 12: Summer Elise Acabchuk, Brady 

William Anderson, Amy Lorraine Aston, Char-
lotte Frost Atwood, Emily Nicole Bakke, Jacob 
Augusto Balula, Rachel Catherine Bartolucci, 
Neelia Lee Bergeron, Erik A. Buden, Alec A. By-
rne, Elyse Marie Catania, Jonah Regan Chudzik, 
Kristen E. Cieslowski, Morgan K Cyr, Alexa 
Hutchings D’Onofrio, Jessica Lane Day, Benja-
min Edward Delton, Kadence G. Dietz, Bethany 
Grace Doscher, Patrick Alexander Dunko, Pre-
sten Ryan Duprey, Chelsea Maria Egazarian, 
Lauren Ruth Feige, William Michael Giaccone, 
Madigan Skye Haddock, Ally Jamie Hadley, 
Cooper Finn Halotek, Ryan Carlton Heneghan, 
Elisa Margaret Hines, Kinkade Joseph Knox-
Silvia, Simon Emmanuel Koonankeil, Jared 
Richard Langevin, Ethan David Lessard, Brad-
ley Andrew Lim, David Joseph Mlodzianowski, 
Harrison Lee Moorcroft, Julia Lynn Mrachek, 
Ciara Morgandy Murray, Madelyn Elizabeth 
Murray, Cole Hunter Norton, Paige Elizabeth 
O’Brien, Rylie Ann Panico, Jake Norman Pan-
telone, Sophia Suzanne Peeling, Ethan Claude 
Polochanin, Luke E Polowitzer, Samera Sha-
fali Raza, Emma Jean Rhodes, Michael Angel 

Rivera, Alaina Roy, Nicolas Robert Ruggiero, 
Jacob Magnus Skoog, Hunter James Slayton, 
Samantha Brenda Spinelli, Jenna Mae Stankie-
wicz, Emily Elizabeth Tavolieri, Vincent John 
Terlecki, Logan Alexander Topulos, Winter 
Grace Torres, Maria Felicitas Villanueva, Chloe 
Lorelai Weathers, Sarah Patricia West, Nathan-
iel Mason Winman, Elijah E. Zickefoose.

Grade 11: Jade Angele Jordan Aguiar, Bran-
don T. Antonelli, Olivia Ann Arcari, Colin Pe-
ter Baker, Jennifer J. Beaulieu, Ximena Maraiah 
Bechtold, Jacob Seth Billiter, Ethan Michael 
Bove, Abigail Grace Brault, Kiera Elizabeth 
Braunwart, Truman Goodwin Brodeur, Syd-
ney Elise Bula, Alana Elizabeth Calhoun, Olivia 
Cama, Lillian Mae Campbell, Grace Elizabeth 
Cesana, Lillia Rose Chaves, Jacob Dylan Coates, 
Sean A. Connolly, Lezlie J. Coton, Kyle R. Cur-
rier, Alejandro A. Danburg, Lillian Rae De-
Cava, Jacob Matthew Dooley, Olga Drobockyi, 
Thomas Richard Dwyer, Ryan Anthony Eaton, 
Sadie Mae Eppinger, Kaitlyn Paige Erikson, Erin 
Victoria Evans, Leilani Rose Fecho, Ellie Ryan 
Fitch, Kiley A. Foley, Amy Katherine Forrest, 
Samuel James Fortin, Hannah Grace Menghua 
Gialluca, Aviva Golan, Madelena Rose Graves, 
Megan Beverly Hart, Raegan Elizabeth Hayes, 
Braden Robert Hulland, Iolanda Iavarone, Senia 
Alphonsine Jacques, Elizabeth Marie Kamien-
ski, Julia Marie Kasper, James Edward Keleher, 
Caitlin Nicole Kischell, Brody Wilder Kopp, 
Daniel Mitchell Krawczyk, Alyssa Reagan Kush-
er; Hazel Janay Landers, Nelina Le Men, Elise 
Page Leccese, Emily Michelle Lucenko, Kaylee 
Isabella Macca, Ava Lyn Machowski, Caitlin Ei-
leen McClaine, Daniel Joseph McGuire, Jeremy 
William Mercer, Casper Patrick Miazga, Megan 
Elizabeth Migliaro, Elliot Finn Miller, Troy Alan 
Miller, Matthew Anthony Morris, Emily Star 
Mosher, James Mucciacciaro, Lily Alyson Mur-
phy, Luke Francis Napolitano, Jenna Lynn Nich-
ols, Leah Marie O’Brien, Wesley Ashton Owens, 
Luke Matthew Pancavage, Sarah Pamela Panec-
casio, Danielle Linda Poudrier, Shane Richard 
Pourmaleki, Luke Benjamin Randazzo, Liam 
Jameson Regan, Zachary David Rodrigues, 
Mitchell Francis Rosen, Ava Lorraine Roulier, 
Connor Keegan Rydel, Nicholas Matthew Sand-
berg, Grace Jaina Schadtle, Jolie Marie Signor, 
Jack Henry Smith, Ben Xavier Spencer, Kiley 
Morgan Stanford, Chloe Emma Stewart, Al-
exander Richard Salter Storrs, Boone Gustaf 
Swanson, Ethan James Thompson, Andrew L. 
Tominovich, Jacob Allen Tresser, Hudson Rob-
ert Visco, Maggie Catherine Walker, Alyssa Di-
ane Webb, Naomi Rose Webb, Mackenzie Rose 
Wierzbicki, Colleen Erynn Williams, Kyle Peter 
Wood.

Grade 10: Pasquale Abram Amodeo, Harley 
Corbin Armitage, Luke Sebastian Auteri, Chase 
Murphy Ayen, Jack Karl Ayer, Fayz Ahmed 
Baig, Caden Michael-Finn Bellmore, Peyton 
Marie Benito, Elizabeth P Borsh, Stella Mary 
Boutilier, Eliora Liscabo Buchan, James Leon-
ard Bucior, Leyah Marie Butterfield, Diamond 
Monique Campbell, James Patrick Celio, Ja-
son Scott Churchill, Isabella Andrea Cintron, 
Haley Jordan Cone, Rachel Lynn Cook, Casey 
Lynn Cooke, Geoffrey Maxwell Davis, Khanur 
Arthur DeFelice, Corey James Dunion, Eliza 
Victoria Erami, Madelyn Grace Evans, Lilyana 
R. Farrelly, Brian Jeffrey Fichera, Tyler Michael 
Fitzgibbons, Natalie Susan Groves, Evelyn Guti-
errez, Isabella Jean Hustus, Nina Lauren Jobes, 
Gabriel Edward Johnson, Serena Ellie Johnson, 
Campbell Pauline Kelly, Brianna Mae Kjellquist, 
Evelyn Murphy Lage, Scott A. Leonard, Gavin 
William Lim, Todd Joseph Machowski, Ella 
Ashleigh Mayo, Jared Alexander McHugh, Jake 
Charles McLaughlin, Lexie Annabelle McLeod, 
Juliet Rose McShane, Elizabeth Hutchinson 
Melzen, Jordyn Ann Miller, Zachary A. Mo-
rales; Adam Christopher Nardone, Aiyana Na-
varro, Spencer Philip Neale, Jack David Olbrias, 
Jackson William Oliveira, Abigail Katherine 
Parks, Ella Marie Parsadanov, Allison Petraitis, 
Alison Linda Polochanin, Jayson Joshua Quick, 
Jace Stanley Romanowski, Benjamin Thomas 
Ryan, Caitlin Fox Rydel, Jake Edward Sauer, 
Luke Tang Schomer, Torren Alexander Scott, 
Amya Shaw, Emma Hazel Skoog, Maria Lynn 
Skorski, Riley Susan Sneller, Jake Ryan Soboles-
ki, Rylan Singh Sodhi, Evan Robert St. Amand, 
Jillian Quinn Sullivan, Skylar Mae Szeps, Frank 
Benjamin Teodosio, Landon Michael Theriault, 
Troy Stephen Thibedeau, Paul William Thomas, 
Jenna Louise Thompson, Samantha Kathryn 
Thompson, Autumn Lynne Townsend, Caid M. 
Trzaskos, Annalise H. Tyminski, Graysen Ever-
ett Van Dyne, Bethanny Tais Velez Olmo, Nico 
Watson, Jacob Robert Wazer, Chase W. Wilson, 
Peyton Ashley Winman, Sarah Elizabeth Wrob-
linski.

Grade 9: Paolo Nicholas Abrantes, Brianna 
Isis Adu-Poku, Brooke Victoria Arcari, Ethan 

Patrick Boisvert, Aubrey Elizabeth Brainard, 
Maxwell M. Brophy, Gianna Josephine Cata-
nia, Alejandro William Chalfant, Avery Dawn 
Christmas, Kamora Cheyanne Josephine Ciar-
rocchi, Victoria Ciesla, Natalie Joyce Costello, 
Neyda Coya-Araoz, Maeve Ellen DeDonato, Al-
lison DiBuono-Lemke, Patrick Jeremiah Dowd, 
Audrey Lee Eckert, Harley Anthony Emmons, 
Mikayla Marie Erba, Fiona Alexa Evans, Luke 
Alexander Farrington, Douglas Clark Fellman, 
Anthony P. Fuschino, Daren Thomas Gagnon, 
Liam Patrick Galligan, Owen Sherman Gar-
ner, Isabel Gavrish, Logan Reed Giannelli, Ni-
cole Lynn Goldstein, Julia Kaylee Gorborino, 
Brooke Lauren Gorgone, Clara Charlotte Grove, 
Jake Nixon Guerriero, Brayden William Kelly, 
Alondra Carmina King, Jordan Michael King, 
Nina Rose Krawczyk, Aidan James Landry, 
Casey James Lovett; Aidan McDonald, Thomas 
Charles Meli, Emerson Claire Melquist, Emily 

Kay Migliaro, Addison Rae Mike, Julian David 
Monroe, Reese Payton Montstream, Mark Da-
vid Morris, Abigail Lillian Nalette, Max Obey, 
Carmela Rosina Orfitelli, Ryan Victoria Pagani, 
Reegan Leigh Panico, Alexander James Peeling, 
Honorah Grace Plourde, Nolan Plourde, Roger 
P. Pryor, Brianna Esther Rivera, Paige Wil-
low Rosa, Landon Thomas Roy, Jason Robert 
Schadtle-Champagne, Vaughan Houston Scor-
so, Alexandra Slyk, Madelyn Elizabeth Stew-
art, Conor Drinan Sullivan, Anna Tartaglione, 
Michael Christopher Thatford, Helena August 
Turk, Justin R. Tyrol, Max Lawrence Veilleux, 
Kimee L Viele, Joshua Bergeron Warren, Mer-
edith Emilia Weir, Zachary Quinn Wilkie, Cash 
Curtiss Wilson, Alexander Maciej Wolski, Ma-
rina Anne Wood, Lillian Aimee Worthen, Gi-
anni Alexander Wursthorn, Daniel Peter Yeo-
mans, Lilah Zern.

Middle School Honor Roll
The following students made the RHAM 

Middle School honor roll for the third quarter 
of the 2022-23 school year:

High Honors
Grade 8: Yousef Ahmed, Lani Elizabeth Ask-

lar, Alexa Lauren Bech, Zaira Margaret Bejoy, 
Julia Benedetto, Sara Angela Braunwart, Rian 
Grace Calhoun, Brendan M Connolly, Saman-
tha Noelle DeGray, Danika Jolie Dei, Khloe 
Jade Dronzank, Areannah Wynter Erazo, 
Candice Rose Fago, Tyler Farrelly, Rylie Kayla 
Garafolo, Addison May Garner, Shayla Rome 
Garrett, Gavin Wade Gentile, Mia Elizabeth 
Hall, Ali Irani, Kaylee Mae Kauffman, Eva Ma-
rie Keleher, Rebecca Bridget Koonankeil, Cally 
Juel Kopp, Addison Lee Krynick, Edward Liu, 
Chase J McLaughlin, Ava Moore, Charlotte Jean 
Moore, Juliet Elizabeth Neale, Ella-May Owens, 
William Pape, Bethany Faith Pedro, Leala Vio-
leta Pelletier, Leah Petro, Laura Pineda, Jordan 
West Pinkham, Riel Luis Ramos, Regan Thomas 
Sawyer, Zachary Scott, Ashley Madison Shaw, 
Reagan Marie Stanford, Vivienne Marie Stom-
berg, Clare To, Liam Lincoln Wallace, Breanna 
Catherine Wood.

Grade 7: Seren Grace Akerlind, Nicolas An-
drews Amodeo, Joanna Mae Biggs, Elle Lind-
sey Boutilier, Kylee Leanne Brauer, Evan James 
Brooks, Claire E. Bush, Olivia Noelle Consolo, 
Collin Brian Cooke, Aiden Alan Cooney, Na-
dia Couture, Julia Donna Eddy, Charlotte Elsie 
Emmons, Amelia Anne England, Avery Sienna 
Fitzgerald, Adam Gregory Grzywacz, Leah 
Marie Haggerty, Tyler James Kern, Owen An-
toni Lotko, Madeleine Rose Lundie, Sydney Ava 
Mastrocola, David Louis May, Sophia Nicole 
McLeod, Callan Richard Melquist, Sophie Eva 
Mota, Travis Pape, Patrick R Price, Noah Da-
vin Ramos, Kimberly Rose Reed, Gianna Belle 
Reynolds, Liam Jefferson Roy, Leia Li Schomer, 
Hayden Joseph Schultz, Mason Edward Surovi-
ak, Brooklynn Tyler, Oliver Dean Ulion, Lillian 
Selena Wilansky, Michaela G. Winne, Patrick 
Ryan Wolfgang.

Honors
Grade 8: Shannon Holleran Austin, Alexan-

der Thomas Ayer, Derek Edward Barone, Ad-
dison Grace Bell, Kaden Henry Besade, Caleb 
Matthew Billiel, Breah Marie Bove, Silas Brian 
Clifton, Kolby James Cooper, Shawn Isaak Dal-
ey, Leah Madison Danaher, Braeden Driscoll 
Devine, Justin Espinosa, Ian Robert Fagan, Jen-
na Eve Falkowski, Brody S. Foley, Julia Caroline 
Fournier, Liana Elizabeth Fox, Gabriella Paige 
Fuschino, Daniel Thomas Gagnon, Alexander 
Francisco Ghirlanda, Hailey Jennifer Golas-
zewski, Joshua Matthew Guay, Brody Anton 
Harl, Payton Henderson, Lucas Connel Hester, 
Michela Bernard Hines, Preston Jeffrey Isleib, 
Lilah Mae Jacques, Riley Alexander Kischell, 
Christopher Ryan Klein, James David Knox, 
Marley S. Koelling, William Ryan Krajewski, 
Ava Lynn Lagace, Joshua Charles Lavoie, Addi-
son Elizabeth Lemieux; Damien Ashner Mader, 
Joseph Robert Mangiafico, Morgan Elizabeth 
McCarthy, Quinn Terrance William McCar-
thy, Abigail K. Micklich, Gavyn Blake Miller, 
Reilly Geneva Ming, Kacper Mlodzianowski, 
Yeziel Morales, Cooper David O’Keefe, Victo-
ria Paslavska, Jazlyn Michele Pendleton, Russell 
Reed, Jeremy Jacob Rodrigues, Keenan Charles 
Rodrigues, Caiden Michael Rojas, Logan Ken-
neth Roulier, Robert John Sanders, Robert 
Noah Schadtle, Nathan Daniel Solloway, Peyton 
Lee Soulia, Karly Michael Spencer, Jack Tark-
ington, Emily Rose Timko, Liam James Tresser, 
London Olivia Victoria VanMeter, Jameson Mi-
chael Watts, Jennifer Grace Wheeler, Cara Maye 
Williams, Tate Wilson, Tyler R. Woods, Olivia 
Marie Wright, Miles Nicholas Yorio, Cole Jo-
seph Zavaski, Caroline Faith Ziegwied.

Grade 7: Eliza Jane Aloma, Kevin Edward 
Barone, Lily Sue Barstis, Krystian Adam Bazan, 

Caden Christian Bell, Anna Delvina Blackman, 
Nathan Michael Boris, Mason Anthony Botti, 
Zachary James Braim, Philip Xavier Brown, 
Maegwin Elizabeth Bruce, Ashton Lawrence 
Caplette, Julia Marie Celona, Skyler Chism, 
Grace Catherine Chomick, Brady Robert Ci-
otola, Mabel Maureen Collins, Audrey Louise 
Correia, Austin Bailey Currier, Mason Olivia 
Daniels, Emma Darczyn, Amelia Elizabeth 
Deckman, Charles Quentin DeLisle, Calvin Jo-
seph Devine, Declan Menashi Dougherty, Jera-
diah Duchon, Clover Dycus, Charlotte Egan, 
Cerys Alexia Ellis, Grace Nora Ellis, Alexander 
Joseph Elomaa, Greyson Reed Fenn, Romina 
Grace Fernandez, Isabel Lucia Fichera, Cam-
eron Matthew Fitzgibbons, Lucas James Fortin, 
Axel Jax Gallagher, Lyric Lily Greenleaf, Derek 
Paul Grzybowski; Kierce August Hinckley, Tate 
Alexander Houston, Tyler Hughes, Elaina Clare 
Hulland, Damieano Alanzo Ingenito, Vanessa 
Chloe Johnson, Annalise Jordan, Jake Anthony 
Kamienski, Jacob Timothy Kane, Wyatt Stasz 
Kelly, Trevor King, Haley Marie Kjellquist, Ava 
Kathleen Knox, Taylor Kompanik, Ariana Lacy 
Kostant, Lila Kowalski, Amy Elizabeth Kramer, 
Benjamin Henry Kreamer, Edward Alan Lam-
mey, Kyle David Landry, Ryan Lynn LaVec-
chia, Kaelyn Avery Loiselle, Alyson Elinor 
Margaitis, Michael Rocky Martella, Vincenzo 
Americo Mastronunzio, Alexander M Medina, 
Isabella Maria Mendoza, Lily Marie Meyer, 
Gage Thomas Miller, Maxwell Aaron Miner, 
Sawyer Haiden Montstream, Nathaniel Stanley 
Moorcroft, Tatyana Sofia Navarro, Alexander 
Nicholas O’Brien; Olivia Blais Passcantell, Wy-
att Hunter Peck, Tyler Jamez Perkins, Sydney 
Sawyer Petit, Addyson Makayla Piacentini, Mi-
chael Joseph Przeszlo, Vincent Marcus Quiros, 
Evelette Rainville, Gianna Isabella Richards, 
Genevieve Isabelle Romanchuck, Emily L. Roy, 
Alexander Jay Sandberg, Nelson Victor Smith, 
Parker Michael Stanton, Peyton James Sullivan, 
John Tartaglione, Olivia Tsambika Taylor, Liam 
Henry Thompson, Brooke Susan Topulos, Cas-
sidy Nicole Tyrol, Nevaeh Van Cott, Ryan Gray 
Veilleux, Maci Reif Wolfe, Justin Piotr Wolski, 
Emma Claire Wrobel.
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT3-16-23

College Scholarships Available
AHM Youth and Family Services is accepting 

scholarship applications from Andover, Hebron, 
and Marlborough students who are planning to 
attend college in the fall. The scholarships are:

The Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Erin 
Garvie, who passed away in 1998 during her se-
nior year at RHAM. Over the years, this college 
scholarship has been awarded to RHAM High 
School students who participate in high school 
athletics.

The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Paige 
Houston, who was entering her senior year as 
an honors student at RHAM in 2013 when she 
passed away. Houston was active in cheerlead-
ing with the RHAM Youth Football and Cheer-
leading organization, and had planned on pur-
suing a career in early education. 

The William Stelzner Memorial Scholar-

ship: This scholarship was created in memory 
of William “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 
2016. Each year a college scholarship is awarded 
to a RHAM High School graduate who plans to 
attend a two-year college and has volunteered in 
the community.

Each of the AHM scholarships are needs-
based. Application deadline is May 15. Find 
the online application at ahmyouth.org/college-
scholarship-application.

Hebron Lions Scholarships Available 
The Hebron Lions Club is offering three 

scholarships for 2023 – and applications are 
due this weekend. 

The Lions are offering two $4,000 scholar-
ships for those individuals attending a four-
year college and one $2,000 scholarship to 
those attending a two-year college or trade/
career school program.

Applicants must be high school seniors, 
residents of Hebron or active members of the 
RHAM Leos Club, and must plan to attend a 
college or technical/career school in the 2023-
24 school year. Recipients will be selected 
based on financial need, scholastic achieve-
ment, extracurricular activities, community 
service and other criteria established by the 

Hebron Lions Club Scholarship Committee. 
Applications are available in the RHAM 

High School guidance counselors’ office, and 
are also online at www.Hebronctlions.org/
lions-scholarships. Once completed, forms 
can be submitted by sending them via email 
to Lion Brenda Johnson at Brenda.Johnson@
HebronHarvestFair.org, or can be mailed 
to Hebron Lions Club, c/o Brenda Johnson, 
Chairman, Hebron Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee, 347 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 
06248. 

Completed forms must be received by May 
13 for consideration. For more information, 
contact Lion Richard Griswold at Richard.
Griswold@HebronHarvestFair.org.

Alumni Benefit Event for Scholarships, Project Grad
There will be an alumni benefit event for 

RHAM scholarships and Project Graduation at 
Blackledge Country Club on Saturday, May 13, 
at 6 p.m., with music by the band NightShift. 

Tickets are $25 per person. Blackledge Coun-
try Club will serve flatbreads, pastas and snacks, 
and a cash bar also will also be available. There 

will be a raffle of many items. 
No tickets will be available at the door. Tick-

ets can be purchased by cash or check only; 
checks should be made out to RHAM Alumni. 

For more information or tickets, call Bob at 
860-558-5823 or 860-228-3388; Lynn at 860-
416-1575; or John at 860-295-8484.

Time to Register for
Project Graduation

RHAM High School graduating seniors can 
register for their Project Graduation celebration 
through May 31.

 Project Graduation will be at the indoor/
outdoor venue Revolutions, located in South 
Windsor. To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.
com/community/home. If you do not already 
have an AHM Rec Desk account, you will have 
to create one. If you do have an account, select 
Project Graduation Registration from the list of 
programs. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler 
at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org.
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery
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If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!
Growers of Quality Plants for Four Generations

Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com

Pies, breads, scones and cookies baked fresh daily in our farm stand bakery.

Gotta’s Farm
Rt. 17, Portland

(860) 342-1844
Open Daily 8:00am – 6.30pm

QP Farm Market
Rt. 66, Portland

(860) 342-5030
Open Daily 8:00am – 6.00pm

MOTHER’S 
DAY 

PLANTS

10” HANGING BASKETS starting at $15.95 
12” COMBINATION BASKETS

with up to 10 different plants $30.95
4” POTTED PLANTS for window boxes & patio 
planters only $4.49 each or $55 for flat of 15

Local HONEY for 
your allergies!

GERBERA DAISIES 
$4.99 each

GERANIUMS $4.49 
each or $45 per dozen

2 Gallon Classic Potted ROSES, Teas, Climbers and Knockouts,
as well as HYDRANGEAS, BUTTERFLY BUSHES are here.

We also have Patio Pot & Hanging TOMATOES, loaded with blossoms.
All ANNUAL FLOWERING and VEGETABLE PLANTS

$1.49 per tray or $14.99 per flat of 12 trays.
BULK MULCH - Brown Bark $44 per yard, Black Mulch $48 per yard

3 yard minimum purchase for delivery
TOP SOIL, POTTING SOIL, MANURE,

and five types of mulch available in bags at low prices. 

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2

C1
-1

2-
23

Town, School Budgets Pass Strongly
By Jack Lakowsky

An uneventful budget season ended predict-
ably, with a small number of local voters ap-
proving the proposed, now the official, 2023-24 
municipal spending plan. 

Just over 640 voters showed up to make their 
voices heard, with 436 saying ‘yes’ and 205 say-
ing ‘no.’

Unlike in neighboring towns Portland’s bud-
get process has been an agreeable one. 

The general government’s asking locals for 
about $14.73 million, and schools are asking for 
$23.54 million, totaling more than $38.28 mil-
lion, a 3.35% jump over the current spending 
package, down from an initial request of close 
to 3.5%. 

The town is proposing to raise the mill rate 
about 2.6%, bringing the value of one residen-
tial mill to about $840,729, and a motor vehicle 
mill rate of about $110,000. 

In Connecticut a mill is equal to $1 for each 
$1,000 of assessment. To calculate multiple the 
assessment of the property by the local mill rate 
and divide by 1,000. 

“There are not a lot things on there we didn’t 
absolutely need,” said Curley of the budget in a 
previous interview.

 He said it would’ve been easy to deliver a 
high-aiming budget that called for a stark in-
crease, but doing so is not in the best interest 
of the town. “We could’ve added another mil-
lion,” he said, adding 3.35% more when infla-
tion is nearing 8% higher than last year isn’t, in 
his view, too bad at all. 

He said there are so many things the town 
will need to tackle; it’s a matter of balance and 
pacing. 

Responsible money management also helps 
keep things light. Curley said the schools still 

had $200,000 in Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) funds, 
a drop in the $13 billion Congress distributed in 
2020, an effort at pandemic relief. 

The budget adds a 13th officer, which will 
bring police payroll to about $1.20 million, 
from about $1.05 million. 

Along with boosting the number of officers in 
town the new officer will help the department 
reach its listed goals for the coming fiscal year, 
including reducing car accidents, participating 
actively with the local Solidarity Task Force (a 
local social equity group), work with the local 
Complete Streets Group to encourage safe driv-
ing and pedestrian safety. 

In a statement, Portland school board chair 
Laurel Steinhauser said, “We are relieved and 
grateful to the Portland community for passing 
the budget on Monday. 

“The Board of Education’s 2023-24 budget re-
quest accounts for the impacts of inflation and 
rising costs associated with meeting students’ 
social-emotional and special education needs, 
while maintaining small class sizes and the sup-
ports necessary to continue providing the excel-

lent education that Portland students deserve.”
She continued, “the board is mindful of our 

obligation to spend taxpayer dollars wisely, and 
we are fortunate to have an administrative team 
that puts tremendous thought and effort into 
crafting a reasonable budget, pursuing grant 
funding to subsidize our municipal budget, and 
the careful expenditure of every dollar.”

Superintendent of Schools Charles Brit-
ton said he and the schools are “tremendously 
grateful for the support.” He said schools will 
“carefully deploy taxpayer resources to maxi-
mize student academic, athletic, extracurricular 
and co-curricular activities.” 

After the vote, Curley said, “I was very 
pleased that the budget passed, especially by 
such a healthy margin.

“This was a particularly tough budget year 
due to rising inflationary costs impacting nearly 
every town department and I along with the en-
tire Board of Selectmen are grateful to the voters 
for recognizing that when casting their ballot.”

Turnout was up 12% over 2022; however, still 
only roughly 10% of the electorate in town vot-
ed, said Curley. 

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are not fully vaccinated are asked to 
wear their masks.

On Saturday, May 20, at 7 p.m., Brownstone 
Vital Connections presents Paul Serra & Coun-
try Gold. Paul Serra & Country Gold play tra-
ditional country songs, such as “Help Me Make 
It Through the Night,” “Together Again,” “Your 
Cheating Heart” and more. 

Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 the day of 
the show, and are available by emailing trinityvi-
talconnections@gmail.com or calling 860-463-

6444. You can also purchase tickets on Event-
brite for an additional fee. All proceeds will be 
donated to Wounded Warriors Family Support.

The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there is also 
a gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

Check out more information, the church’s cal-
endar of events, donate, or listen to past sermons 
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have 
any other prayer requests to lift up, email the 
church office at trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services, www.facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth 
or www.Instagram.com/PortlandCTYouth, or 
contact Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.
org or 860-342-6758. To receive email updates 
about YFS programs and events, sign up at ee-
purl.com/h5m35f.

Youth & Parent LGBTQ+ Support-Style 
Groups: Wednesday, May 17, 6-8 p.m. 

Drop-In & Draw Arts & Crafts: Friday, May 
19, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Youth Services Advisory Board: Tuesday, 

May 23, from 4:30-6 p.m.
Power Up Portland: Wednesday, May 24, 

6:30-8 p.m.
Juneteenth Celebration: Saturday, June 

24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Save the date! There will be 
speakers, food trucks, art, games and entertain-
ment. Among the food vendors present will be 
the Middletown-based Crab Shack King sea-
food truck, the Hartford-based No Pork on Dis 
Fork hot dog cart, and the Ice Cream Emergen-
cy truck.

Summer Kick-Off: Monday, June 26, 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Save the date! There will be a mobile 
petting zoo, ice cream and more.Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 
is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Syncocize II Dance Fit-
ness, 10:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Journey, 
9:30-11 a.m. – making fleece teddy bears for 
cancer patients; donations are sought of light 
fleece, one yard or more for making teddy bears 
for cancer patients throughout Connecticut. If 
you would like to donate, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Lessons, 9:30 a.m.-noon – to reg-
ister, email bivenne@yahoo.com; Coupons for 
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; setback, 1 p.m. Wednesday: 
Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Ex-
ercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Tai Chi Quong, 1 p.m.; 
Social Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Wednesday, multipurpose 
room. Thursday: Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mah-
jong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: Light 
aerobics, 9:30 a.m.

Trips to Nelson Hall: Friday May 19. See the 
“Not Fade Away Classics Rock N’ Roll Show.” 
Cost is $40. Buy tickets in advance at 203-699-

5495. Bus leaves the senior center at 1 p.m.; to 
reserve a seat on the bus, call Alexis at 860-342-
6761.

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com. For more informa-
tion, call 860-342-6757 or email adionne@port-
landct.org.

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Interme-
diate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend is 
$18 a day.  Children who live or attend school 
in Portland may participate. Bussing is provided 
from Valley View and Gildersleeve schools.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays or Satur-
days through July 1, 9:30-10:15 a.m. or 10:30-
11:15 a.m., at the Buck-Foreman Community 
Center. Cost is $40 for this eight-week class, 
which started this week.

Lady Highlanders Hoops Camp: For grades 
3-6. Wednesdays, June 7-28, 6-8 p.m., at BIS. 
Portland High School basketball coaches and 
players, as well as members of the 2011 PHS 
championship team, will instruct. Cost is $20 
for this 4-week class.

Summer Quest Camp: Monday-Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the Portland high/middle 
school complex. Week one begins June 26 and 
week seven ends Aug. 11. Base Camp is for 
grades 1-6, and Teen Camp is for grades 7-9. 
Teen campers will go on an average of two field 
trips per week. Cost for the camps varies by 
week.

Themed Ballet and Tap Classes: For ages 

3-6, held at The Inner Circle. Bluey & Bingo’s 
Big Ballet is Wednesdays, June 21 and 28, from 
4:30-5:15 p.m.; Fancy Dancy is Wednesdays, 
July 19 and 26, from 4:30-5:15 p.m.; and En-
chanted Fairies Dance is Wednesdays, Aug. 9 
and 16, from 4:30-5:15 p.m. Fee per two-week 
class: $25.

Themed Dance Classes: For ages 6-8, held at 
The Inner Circle. Barbie Blowout Jazz & Ballet 
is Thursdays, June 22 and 29, 5:15-6 p.m.; Magi-
cal Unicorns Ballet & Tap is Thursdays, July 20 
and 27, 5:15-6 p.m.; and Rhinestone Round-up 
Tap & Jazz is Thursdays, Aug. 10 and 17, 5:15-6 
p.m. Fee per two-week class: $25.

Adult Tap Dance Exercise: Wednesdays, 
June 21 and 28; July 19 and 26; or Aug. 9 and 
16, at The Inner Circle. All levels welcome. Cost 
is $50.

Come Dance with Me: For ages 18 months-4 
years. Thursdays, June 22 and 29; July 20 and 
27; or Aug. 10 and 17, 4:30-5 p.m., at The Inner 
Circle. Fee: $50.

Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp: Monday, 
June 26-Friday, June 30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Port-
land High School, for boys and girls in grades 
3-8. Cost: $150.

Kiddie Camp: For ages 3-5. Weekly sessions 
start July 17, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at PHS. Cost: 
$115/residents, $125/non-residents. 

Little Ninjas: For ages 3-6. Thursdays, July 
6-Aug. 10, 4-5 p.m. or 5-6 p.m., at The Inner 
Circle. Cost: $72.

Kids’ Gymnastics: For ages 6 and up. Satur-
days, July 8-Aug. 12, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., at 
The Inner Circle. Open to all skill levels. Cost: 
$72.

Kids’ Karate: For ages 6 and up. Tuesdays, 
July 11-Aug. 15, 4-5 p.m., at The Inner Circle. 
Cost: $72.

Self-Defense for Women: Sundays, July 9, 
July 23, or Aug. 13, 6-7 p.m., at The Inner Circle. 
Cost: $30.

Tiny Tumblers: For ages 2-4. Mondays, July 
10-Aug. 14, 11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m., at The Inner 
Circle. Children will learn the basics of gymnas-
tics. Cost: $72.

Kickboxing: Mondays, July 10-Aug. 14, 7-8 
p.m., at The Inner Circle. For both the beginner 
and advanced student. Cost: $72.

Skyhawks Tennis Camp: Monday-Thursday, 
July 17-20, 9 a.m.-noon, at the Portland High 
School tennis courts. For beginning, intermedi-
ate or advanced players. Cost is $145.

Restorative Yoga Workshop: Wednesday, 
July 19, 6-7:15 p.m., at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Space is limited to just five people. Cost is $20.

Skyhawks Camps: Monday-Thursday, Aug. 
14-17, 9 a.m.-noon, at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Cost is $189 for Sports and Games Camp, and 
$145 for Mini-Hawk Camp. 
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is a member of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. The church is an “open and 
affirming” congregation, welcoming everyone. 

Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. Nursery care 
and church school takes place every Sunday 
during the worship. The worship service is 
livestreamed as well as available for later view-
ing on the church’s YouTube channel: First 
Church of Portland CT. The building is hand-
icapped-accessible.

On Sunday, May 14, the worship will be led 
by the Rev. Julie Olmsted. Her sermon is titled, 
“Stories of Mother.” Coffee hour follows the 
service. All are welcome to worship and coffee 

hour.
First Church Nursery School offers a pro-

gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.pct@
sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. Those who 
wish to follow the church on Facebook may do 
so at The First Congregational Church of Port-
land, CT.

Boatyard Noise Vexing Neighbors
By Jack Lakowsky

Neighbors to the Birdon marine and boatyard 
have reached out to the town, the company and 
now the Rivereast to raise concerns about the 
extremely high noise levels the site’s sand blast-
ing work produces. 

Birdon, on Riverview Street, at the site of the 
old Yankee Boat Yard & Marina and the River-
side Marina is currently fulfilling a huge con-
tract with the U.S. Coast Guard. Part of their 
work is sand blasting, also called bead blasting, 
a way of stripping paint before recoating. 

As the term “blasting” implies, it’s a noisy, 
long process. Town Planner Dan Bouret said the 
company does it one week a month. 

Neighbors are saying the noise has ruined the 
neighborhood’s peace, has scared off local wild-
life and is causing great distress and harming 
enjoyment of their own property. 

To the Rivereast, First Selectman Ryan Curley 
said Birdon is trying to remedy the issue, with 
supply issues for sound measuring equipment 
clogging the process, according to the company. 
He acknowledged the noise level isn’t compliant 
with town ordinances.

Virginia Duclos, living within just a few 
hundred feet of the site, told the Rivereast the 
noise is severely affecting her use of her home 
and, to boot, the facility is drawing lots of traffic 
– speeding traffic. She said she and her neigh-
bors feel patronized by Birdon officials, that, yes 
they’ve met and heard concerns, but material 
action has yet to happen, and doesn’t look like 
it’ll happen soon, or at least within an accept-
able time frame. Duclos said she and her neigh-
bors are fed up and want quick action. 

Duclos said the work, highly industrial, is in-
appropriate for the property. She said in decades 
of living in the same neighborhood, neither she 
nor her neighbors had such an issue before. 
Duclos said she “clocked” the noise levels at sig-
nificantly higher than what the town ordinance 
allows.

Neighbors feel the town should’ve been 
more thorough as Birdon was working its way 
through. Bouret told the Rivereast the zoning 
board knew sand blasting could potentially be a 
problem. Bouret said the zoning board reduced 
the company’s allowable blasting time, but it’s 
still okay between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m., and not on 
weekends. There was at least one incident of the 
company accidentally blasting on a weekend, 
Bouret said. 

Duclos shared video of a sand-blasting; it is 
undeniably loud and noisy, enough to fray the 
nerves of even the most stoic homeowner, and it 
doesn’t exactly sound like a harp. 

Curley said, because a resident filed an official 
noise complaint, the town can now contract an 
audio technician or other expert to measure the 
sand blasting’s decibels. The town must do this, 
get an official record of noncompliance, before 
it can move forward with fines. 

As to the issue of Birdon employees speeding 
down the road, Curley said the company has 
warned workers against it, and said they (the 
employees) could face discipline. He said local 
police will step up surveillance in the area, and 
the town moved its speed measuring sign to the 
neighborhood. 

Curley stressed the town has no power to 
simply shut the operation down. It can only en-
force its ordinances and work with the company 
and residents to reach a solution. Now, formal 
complaint in hand, the town can launch an of-
ficial investigation. 

In an email Curley shared with the Rivereast, 
Birdon America president Robert Scott directed 
the site to cooperate, and local company officials 
said the goal is to “become compliant as soon 
as possible,” and listed some actions the com-
pany already took – moving equipment, raising 
sound curtains, and have “engaged professional 
noise consultants to track the progress.” Curley 
said the company’s trying to get it done by the 
end of the year. 

Birdon is based in Australia, with U.S. head-
quarters in Denver, Colo. 

What happens when and if the town “offi-
cially” finds the company noncompliant, Birdon 
will have to pay fines. 

Corporate data tracking company Zoom-
Info puts the company’s average annual profits 
in the tens of millions. Hard to conceive, then, 
the company will have much incentive to work 
quickly to fix the noise problems; Portland’s or-
dinance calls for a first fine “not to exceed” $50, 
referred to as a “noise ticket.”

Each day a violation occurs after the preor-
dained correction window, the town can fine up 
to $400 per day. This means, if they’re noncom-
pliant, and assuming they stick to the once-a-
month sand blasting and the town fines them 
the full $400, a year’s fines would accrue less 
than $25,000. 

Eventually, the town could take the company 
to court to demand immediate action, but given 
the company employs locals and plans to invest 
tens of millions in the town, or says it will, this 
doesn’t seem likely, at least not now.

Last year Birdon came to Portland and got 
quite a decorated welcome wagon. 

Last November, state Sen. Norm Needleman 
(D-33) joined Gov. Ned Lamont, Lt. Gov. Susan 
Bysiewicz, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal and 
U.S. Rep. John Larson (D-1) for the opening 
of Birdon.

At the time Curley, who joined the state and 
federal officials, told the Rivereast the shipyard 
is a “big deal” for Portland. 

Birdon expanded to the U.S. in 2009, where it 
has four core business divisions: ship building, 

repair, engineering, and marine propulsion. 
Birdon  currently  employs 200  personnel. In 

addition to Portland, they have USA facilities in 
Denver and Bellingham, Wash.

Birdon hit the ground, or the water, running, 
landing a major contract with the Coast Guard. 

Including the Coast Guard personnel, Curley 
said the shipyard could add almost 100 local 
jobs over the next few years. 

“Connecticut’s manufacturing industry plays 
such a vital role in our state’s economy, em-
ploying countless people and protecting the 
strengths of our military,” said Needleman in a 
statement. 

“Birdon is doing great work to support the 
Coast Guard and our local communities. I’m 
proud to stand alongside my fellow officials to 
celebrate the opening of their new facility. It’s a 
testament to the local business community and 
our state’s workforce that Birdon has found such 
success.”

In April 2022, the company paid $5.3 mil-
lion for two marina properties totaling 31 acres 
along the Connecticut River in Portland.  

The company is deciding on further invest-
ment up to $10 million in the next three years 
for the expansion and refurbishment of the run-
down site and river front property. The facility 
remains a working marina serving Portland and 
Middletown. 

 The riverfront and buildings will be expand-
ed and upgraded to accommodate the dry dock-
ing, refurbishment, and relaunching of the U.S. 
Coast Guard 47-foot Motor Lifeboat (MLB) res-
cue vessels.

Under the U.S. Coast Guard’s 10-year, $220 
million “service life extension program” con-
tract Birdon will completely engineer, procure, 
and refurbish up to 117 rescue vessels. Of the 
117, 50+ of the vessels will be done in Portland. 

The rest of the mitigation equipment is stuck 
in limbo, but regardless of supply chain issues, 
Curley said when it can, the town will enforce 

its fines. 
“Outside of fines,” he said, “there’s not much 

we can do.” 
Curley said the company isn’t “thumbing its 

nose” at residents and has been cooperative, but 
said he understands the importance of solving 
the noise problem for locals trying to enjoy their 
homes. 

Rob Scott, Birdon American President, went 
over some of things the company is aiming to 
do to resolve the issue. Since buying their prop-
erty – which technically merged two riverfront 
marina properties – Scott said the company has 
invested several million and hired 70 people. 

“Investing in Portland,” he said, “that’s what 
we’re trying to do.”

Scott conceded the company’s part in re-
solving the issue has been one of trial and er-
ror. He said when Birdon learned of the noise 
problems, it hired a consultant and an engineer, 
moved equipment and put-up temporary sound 
abatement equipment. 

Scott had just received a report he needed to 
go over more fully, but said based on it, starting 
immediately, the company will stop blasting for 
6 weeks. During that time Scott said the com-
pany will analyze and respond to the report, and 
then try implementing those steps. Scott said 
the company wants to truly mitigate the sound, 
not just redirect it elsewhere. 

He said he expects a mix of equipment im-
provements, more noise dampening materials 
and infrastructure work. 

Birdon and residents are scheduled to meet 
in a “town hall” style meeting May 18 and will 
have one meeting a month at least through the 
summer. Scott said residents can keep updated 
on the company’s Facebook page, at the town 
hall and, coming soon, a regular email sent out 
to anyone willing to share their information 
with the company. Scott said he has directed the 
company’s Portland people to try and get emails 
to send the information to. 

Knights of Columbus
Car Show

Knights of Columbus Freestone Council No. 
7 will present its seventh annual car show Friday, 
June 2, starting at 3 p.m., at St. Mary Church, 45 
Freestone Ave. The show is dedicated to Anto-
nio “Buddy” Hernandez.

Classic cars, muscle cars, street rods, trucks 
and more are welcome. There is a $15 entry fee, 
with proceeds to benefit local charities.

The Knights’ Kitchen will be open, offering 
burgers, hot dogs, sausage and pepper grinders, 
and beverages. There will be a raffle, with prizes 
including signed Joey Logano collectibles, car 
accessories, electronics, gift baskets, wine and 
more.

Awards will be presented for Best of Show, 
Oldest, Classic, and Truck.

Mercy Honor Roll
Mercy High School President Alissa DeJonge 

has announced the following local students 
made its honor roll for the third quarter of the 
2022-23 school year:

Seniors: Highest Honors: Milana Koji, Mi-
chaela Miano, Julia Nadolski; High Honors: 
Lillian Clark, Lauren Kohs, Gianna Low, Sarah 
McNickle, Raya Morin, Leah VanDeventer; 
Honors: Melina Ford. 

Juniors: Highest Honors: Tiana Harley; High 
Honors: Clare Bankoski, Emily Murphy. 

Sophomores: Highest Honors: Emily Ber-
nard, Kayla Johnson; High Honors: Madelyn 
Brazeal, Megan Kasperowski, Catalina Koji, 
Isabella Levesque, Ava Roy; Honors: Logan Bin-
nington, Sophie Favale. 

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTH  CARE  SERVICES
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COSMETIC DENTISTRY LEADING THE INDUSTRY IN GROWTH
 Cosmetic dentistry is the fastest growing niche in the dental industry. With today’s state-of-
the-art technology, such as 3D printing and innovations in veneers, more patients than ever 
are investing in their smiles. Contributing factors to this recent trend include younger people 
getting enhancing implants, accessibility of quick and easy whitening procedures, highly 
durable porcelain veneers, high-tech ceramic restoration materials, and smile-changing 
gum contouring. Dentists employing digital dental software and 3D printing can now provide 
patients with realistic and tangible visuals of anticipated results, making it possible to see the 
dramatic difference these procedures can achieve. Many dental practices are now offering 
flexible financing options to make cosmetic treatment plans, often not covered by insurance, 
a more feasible and affordable investment.
 When you look at yourself in the mirror, do you wish you liked your smile more? If so, 
why not make a change for the better? Teeth can be whitened, reshaped, replaced, veneered, 
or bonded, and their appearance improved by several methods of today’s cosmetic dentistry. 
In fact, it is truly amazing what can be accomplished in a short time that can enhance your 
appearance for the rest of your life. We welcome your call for comprehensive, quality, gentle 
dental care for patients of all ages. 
 P.S. Stronger even than human bones, tooth enamel is the hardest substance in the human body.

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE5-12-23

Memorial Day Returns; Participants Welcome 
Portland’s Memorial Day parade will take 

place Sunday, May 28, rain or shine. Sgt. Dan-
iel Clark, “The Singing Trooper,” will return to 
commemorate this day.

The parade will assemble at Victoria Road at 
1:30 p.m. Floats should assemble at 12:30 p.m. 
Step-off will be at 2 p.m. 

The procession will stop for a brief ceremony 
at the Civil War monument on Bartlett Street. 
It will continue down Main Street as usual. A 
reviewing stand will be stationed at the Brown-
stone Intermediate School. The parade will then 
turn left on Waverly Avenue, left onto East Main 

Street, and right onto Fairview Street, ending at 
Veterans Memorial Park.

Details about parking and road closures for 
the day will be announced in the weeks ahead.

Participants are welcome; registration forms 
may be picked up at 32 East Main St.

For more information, contact Sara Sterry 
Rutter, parade organizer, at 860-342-2815 or 
860-250-2041, or email ssterryrutter@yahoo.
com.

Visit and “Like” the Facebook page: Portland 
Memorial Day Parade. More Information will 
be posted. 

Bill Peterson Memorial Scholarship
The Portland Soccer Club (PSC) Board of Di-

rectors will award the $500 Bill Peterson Memo-
rial Scholarship again this year.

Peterson was a lifelong Portland resident, ar-
dent soccer fan, and contributor to the town’s 
soccer program. He was instrumental in form-
ing the Portland Soccer Club.

The scholarship is awarded to high school 
seniors who are college- or post high school in-
stitution-bound. Applicants must be a Portland 
resident and have played a minimum of two 
years with the PSC.

All applicants must submit a 250-word essay 

entitled “How Soccer Inspired Me to Give Back 
to the Community.”  The essay needs to demon-
strate the role soccer has had in the applicant’s 
development and how the applicant has used 
that influence to give back to Portland’s soccer 
community.

Scholarship applications are at www.blue-
sombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub, under the 
“Community Link” drop-down. All scholarship 
applications must be received no later than June 
1. 

For more information, email PSC President 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com.   

Library Friends Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library groups 

has fiction, romance, teen and children’s used 
books, as well as DVDs, at the Second-Hand 
Prose Bookshop at Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave. The sale takes place during regular 
library hours. 

Books are 50 cents for paperbacks and chil-
dren’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks and $2 
for hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents each disc 
unless marked otherwise. There are large-
print mystery and general fiction books that 
have been removed from the library collec-
tion on sale for 50 cents each, as well as TV 

series on DVD for 50 cents each disc. 
FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 

bags on sale for $1 each. See a sample at the 
front desk and purchase them from the library 
staff.

All proceeds benefit programs funded by 
the Friends, such as the library’s museum pass 
program, children and adult programs, and 
the library’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org 
for more information or email questions to 
friendsoftheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Registration for Fall Travel Soccer 
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has announced 

registration for the fall 2023 travel soccer season 
is now open. All eligible players must register 
online, at www.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub.

Cost per travel registrant is $170. All players 
must prepay for registration prior to evaluation. 

Registration closes June 7. Any registrations 
received after this date will be charged an addi-
tional $30 late fee, and are not guaranteed a spot 
on a travel team.

Evaluation sessions will be Sunday, June 11, at 
the Portland Recreational Complex, located on 
Route 17 (Gospel Lane) in Portland. Evaluation 
times will be by birth year: those born in 2015 
and 2014 will be evaluated from 5-6 p.m.; 2013 
and 2012 will be 5:15-6:15 p.m.; and 2011 and 
2010 will be 5:30-6:30 p.m.

If you cannot come for your time slot, a 
make-up slot will be available from 7-7:45 p.m.

All players must attend the evaluation ses-
sions.  Players are directed to wear cleats, shin 
guards, and bring a water bottle and an appro-
priately sized ball. The wearing of any PSC uni-
form by players is prohibited. 

 New players will receive a uniform kit; or-
dering information and instructions will be sent 
after evaluations from PSC’s uniform vendor.

PSC said it anticipates fielding gender-based 
teams within the U9-U14 levels for the fall sea-
son, depending on player registration totals. 
The club reserves the right to combine birth-
year players when forming teams.  Refunds will 
be issued if player is not placed on a team.

For more information, contact PSC president 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 
205-999-8842; vice president Chris Donahue at 
donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 860-638-7400; or 
registrar Stephanie Bolstridge at stephaniebol-
stridge@gmail.com or 860-478-9693.

Fill a Public Works Truck
Portland Public Works and the Portland Li-

ons Club will hold the fifth annual “Fill a Public 
Works Truck” event at Adams Hometown Mar-
ket. All proceeds are going to support Portland 
Food Bank. The goal is to raise funds for the 
Portland Food Bank by asking customers to 
“Round-Up” at the register. 

The event will run in at Adams from Sunday, 
May 14, through Saturday, May 20. Also, one of 
the Public Works trucks, along with members of 

Portland Lions Club, will be on site on Saturday, 
May 20, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

This event, cosponsored in recognition of Na-
tional Public Works Week, recognizes the work 
the Portland Public Works Department per-
forms in the community. These tasks include, 
but are not limited to, road maintenance, fleet 
services, traffic maintenance, refuse/recycling 
operations, park/grounds maintenance, build-
ing maintenance, and sewer & water operations.

Getting the big tents ready! Portland Historical Society volunteers Deb Freitag and 
Susan Bransfield work under the tents displaying and pricing some of the thousands 
of items donated for the society’s own tag sale tomorrow, Saturday, May 13, from 8:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. The society’s tag sale and bake sale are located at 492 Main St.

Town-Wide Tag Sale Ready for Saturday
Tomorrow, May 13, more than 130 tag sales 

will be held all around Portland, from 8:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. 

This 27th annual event is a fundraiser for 
the Portland Historical Society’s Ruth Callander 
House Museum of Portland History. Several non-
profits are also participating with their own sales. 
Look for the official black-and-orange tag sale 
signs and yellow balloons that signal a registered 
sale shown on the official Tag Sales Day Map.

The free 2023 Town-Wide Tag Sales Map is 
now available in a barrel on the front steps at 
the museum located at 492 Main St., and online 
at www.PortlandHistSoc.com. The map features 
locations of the registered and numbered Tag 
Sales and lists types of items featured at each.

Back this year is the historical society’s Tag 
Sale under the tents at 492 Main St., with every-
thing from kitchen necessities, lamps and china 
to furniture, collectibles, toys and crafts. 
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Class of ‘73 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1973 will 

celebrate its 50th reunion Friday, May 12, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m., at the Red Fox Restaurant 
in Middletown.

All 1973 graduates from Portland High 
School and their spouses, partners or significant 
others are invited to attend. Cost is $65/person, 
and includes a buffet dinner, music and more. 
There will be a cash bar. 

Foodshare Truck
The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 

the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., every oth-
er Monday from 1-2 p.m., except for holidays. 
People do not have to be a Portland resident to 
attend. Please bring bags.

The next Foodshare visit will be Monday, May 
22, at 1 p.m.

Horseshoe League
Seeks New Members

The Portland Horseshoe League is looking for 
new players of all abilities to participate for the 
2023 season, which will start in late May (date 
to be determined). 

Folks from surrounding towns are welcome 
also. Games take place at the horseshoe pits in 
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill in Portland. The 
league meets from 5:45 to 8 p.m., and league 
leaders are currently deciding on the best day of 
the week to throw.

Email Andy Bauer at AndyTBauer@gmail.
com if interested and let him know what days 
work for her. Portland Horseshoes is an alcohol-
free activity.

Trinity at Tag Sale
This year’s Town-Wide Tag Sale will be 

held on Saturday, May 13, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. -- and Trinity Episcopal Church, 
located at 345 Main St., will have space 
available on its lawn for people to sell their 
tag sale items.

Call the church office at 860-342-0458 or 
email trinityvitalconnections@gmail.com 
to reserve your 20’ x 20’ space. The reser-
vation fee is $25, and you must bring your 
own table/set up. Set-up begins at 7:30 a.m. 
Space is limited.

Free Paper-Shredding
The Lower Connecticut River Valley Council 

of Governments (RiverCOG) is holding a resi-
dential paper shredding event on Saturday, May 
13, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the East Hampton Wa-
ter Pollution Control Authority, 20 Gildersleeve 
Drive, East Hampton. 

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes East Hampton and 
Portland. Visit www.rivercog.org/household-
hazardous-waste for more information.

Air Line Trail Work Party
There will be a Portland Air Line Trail Com-

munity Work Party Saturday, May 20, at 10 a.m.
All are invited to meet at the trailhead on 82 

Middle Haddam Rd. and help cut branches, 
picking up trash, and providing general trail 
clearing.  Bring gloves and hand tools you wish 
to use. 

RSVP to theriz4@sbcglobal.net. Rain date is 
Sunday, May 21, at 10 a.m. 

Garden Clubs Plant Sale
The garden clubs of Portland will hold their 

annual Plant Sale on Saturday, May 20, in the 
parking lot at 265 Main Street, next to the Town 
Green and Police Station. The sale will begin at 
8:30 a.m. and continue until 10:30 a.m., or until 
all plants are sold.

Many plants for sale will be perennials from 
the gardens of members of the two clubs: The 
Portland Garden Club and The Portland River 
Valley Garden Club. In addition to perennials, 
there will be an assortment of annuals, ground 
covers, herbs, vegetables and house plants for 
sale. The sale will also feature a variety of gently-
used garden related items for sale. The annual 
plant sale is a major fundraiser for the com-

munity activities of the nonprofit clubs, which 
are members of the Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, the National Garden Clubs, and 
New England Garden Clubs.

Organizers are looking for high school stu-
dents who will help customers carry plant pur-
chases to their cars during the plant sale. It is a 
way to obtain community service hours.

Admission is free, with all proceeds benefiting 
the garden clubs’ projects. Inclement weather 
conditions (i.e., rain heavily) will reschedule the 
event to Sunday, May 21. If anyone has plants to 
donate to the sale, call Sue at 959-231-9630 or 
Amanda at 860-262-0036.

Post Office Food Drive
The Portland Post Office will hold its annual 

food drive Saturday, May 13. 
On that day, leave food donations in or by 

your mailbox. The carriers will pick up your 
donations as they deliver your mail. All food is 
then distributed to the Portland Food Bank. 

Suggested items are any non-perishable food 
items such has canned goods, pasta, sauces, 
baby food and formula. 

Bake Sale,
Scavenger Hunt

This Saturday, May 13, during the Town 
Wide Tag Sale, the Portland Fire Cadets will 
hold a Bake Sale and Scavenger Hunt at Port-
land Fire Department Company 2. 

The sale will run from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
All are invited. 

Bake Sale
Treats and Sweets

The Portland Historical Society will have a 
Bake Sale on Town-Wide Tag Sales Day tomor-
row, May 13, at the Callander House, 492 Main 
St., starting at 8:30 a.m. 

People who don’t eat sweets can drop off fi-
nancial donations at the bake sale or mail them 
to P.O. Box 98, Portland CT 06480.

No early birds, please. 

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. 

Save the Date – Read and Recycle: Saturday, 
June 24, 10 a.m.-noon. The Friends will collect 
gently used, books, DVDs, CDs and puzzles. 
Donations support library activities.

Youth Programs: Drop-In Playdates: Thurs-
days, 10:30 a.m., through May 25. Ages birth 
through 5 and their caregivers are invited to 
come for an hour of socialization and open play 
with the library’s story room toys. No registra-
tion required.

Spring Storytimes: The schedule is: Pre-
school Storytime, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m 
through May 23.; Storytime for Toddlers and 

Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, Wednesdays 
at 10:15 or 11:15 a.m. through May 24.

Lock In for Literacy: Welcome to Camp 
Half Blood! Friday, May 19, 6-8 p.m., for grades 
4-6. This activity night is based on Rick Rior-
dan’s Percy Jackson and the Olympians series. A 
permission slip will be sent to registered attend-
ees a few days before the program. 

LGBTQ+ Social and Support Groups: Teens 
are invited to social meetups at the library on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Support groups will meet on the third Wednes-
day of the month, with a parent and caregiver 
support group running concurrently in another 
room at the library. For more information, con-
tact Jenn Renk at 860-342-6770.

Adult Programs: Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, May 16, 1 p.m Eight Perfect Mur-
ders by Peter Swanson will be discussed.

Endangered Snow Leopards with Richard 
Benfield: Wednesday, May 24, 6:30 p.m. This is 
a multigenerational child/adult program.

Fun Run Capstone Project
On Saturday, May 20, at 1 p.m., there will be 

a Fun Run Capstone Project held at the Portland 
Recreational Complex (New Park). All are invited.

 The Fun Run Capstone is being put on by Port-
land High School junior Ari Hettrick-Rivera. PHS 
students are tasked with a final capstone project 
that will better themselves or their community. 
The money raised will be donated to the Founda-
tions for Women’s Cancer. The foundation’s goal 

is to eradicate or lessen the impact of gynecologi-
cal cancer through research, education and public 
awareness.

This run is for all ages, distances between 25 
meters and 1 mile. Age Categories: 0-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-18, 19-40, 41-60, 60 and over. 
Medals will be awarded to division winners.

Cost is $2. You will get a bracelet and race entry 
fee. 
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Another concession by the council was 
changing the ballot to have a “no – too low” or 
“no – too high” question. Residents wanted this 
to be sure voter intent is clear. 

It appears Philhower and Goff, at least, have 
a pension for attempts to slide cuts in at the last 
minute. 

Last year, Republicans successfully cut the 
same request for a new lieutenant. Then, as he 
did this week, councilor Pete Brown, a retired 
cop, advised against alienating a “good chief.”

By far though, arguments focused on the 
nearly $1 million cut to the schools. 

Before the meeting, Walck, in a letter to the 
Rivereast last week, poked the proverbial bear. 

In the letter, Walck accused schools chief Paul 
Smith of organizing students to speak at the 
council’s last meeting and accused him of ma-
nipulating them to anger by cutting a favorite 
English teacher. (This teacher is a recent hire, 
and layoffs are based on seniority.) 

Walck said Smith was getting kids to do his 
“dirty work,” vaguely saying what he did was as 
abhorrent as things she equated in the Vietnam 
War. This proved unpopular, with one resident 
saying his veteran father would love to have a 
conversation about that. 

Walck wasn’t the only Republican that wrote 
to this paper. Philhower and Peterson did too, 
with Peterson saying Smith made the cuts with-
out school board approval (untrue, or at least an 
equivocation – without funding, the board was 
legally obligated to notify the teachers of con-
tract nonrenewal). 

Smith included the letters in his update to the 
community – a first to this reporter’s recollec-
tion. 

Goff, citing state information, said it appeared 
the schools had added almost 20 staff in the last 
year. This info isn’t clear-cut, however. School 
district finance director Karen Asseta said the 
state counts bus drivers and cafeteria staff, who 
are not directly employed by the school board. 

The ever-widening rift between the school 
board and the council, both Republican-con-
trolled, caused school board chair Christina 
Tammaro-Dzagan to leave the party. In a letter 
in this week’s Rivereast she goes so far as to say 
she regrets helping the local GOP to victory in 
2021. 

Resident Brian Corvo said the council was 
severely hurting schools to save pennies on the 
dollar. 

Corvo said the package the council ultimately 
past basically raises taxes for an average priced 
home around $20 to $30 a month. The one be-
fore the finance board cut $800,000, according 
to Corvo, would’ve raised taxes 40 to 60 bucks 
a month. 

“We’re arguing about $20 to $30 a month,” he 
said. “Literally the cost of a plate of wings and 
a beer.”

Corvo said the council wanted to make the 
town a “cheap dump with poor education and 
bad services.”

Michelle Lemire, a resident raised in chaotic 
post-apartheid South Africa, said at her school 
on her home continent, large classes over-
whelmed teachers, and her learning issues went 
unnoticed. 

She said her daughter also has attention 
struggles. Not until coming to East Hampton, 
she said, “did we meet competent and observant 
teachers”. Now her daughter is thriving, she said. 

“I pray you have the strength and humanity to 
do what’s right for our kids and send the budget 
back.”

Daniel Fin said the council was inordinately 
cutting the school board’s purchasing power, 
about 2.5%, because so much of the budget is 
spent on pay. 

Along with a whole platoon of articulate, 
confident students, recent East Hampton gradu-
ates joined the refrain calling for the council to 
support the schools. 

Charlotte Cascio admonished councilors that 
she’s no longer a local student, but a local voter. 
Several students had the same warning. 

EHHS student Brayden Kramer said local 
schools are great spaces with passionate faculty. 

He said the “idea that my fellow students 
aren’t here because of their own independent 
thoughts” was abhorrent.

Former town council members also showed 
up. Former Democratic council vice chair Dean 
Markham said there was definitely manipula-
tion on the council’s part, and that sending the 
trimmed budget to vote was always the plan. 
Correctly, he said that was the plan that night. 

He said to them disapprovingly, everything 
“takes a secondary position to how low you can 
keep the mill rate.”

He went on. “Council leadership hasn’t been 
truthful.” Voting it down, said Markham, was 
the people’s only recourse. 

Before the vote debate swung to the attempt-

ed last-minute cuts, namely the lieutenant. 
Councilor Brown said he’s not worried about 

equipment. He’s worried about personnel. The 
lieutenant, according to the police chief, is to 
help the department meet the demands of state 
accreditation. 

“That means manpower,” said Brown. “One 
person can only do so much. You’re cutting East 
Hampton short – for dollars. That’s wrong. The 
people who have spoken at two meetings have 
been totally disregarded.”

Brown said of the new position, “That’s been 
in there.”

On this council Republican and vice chair 
Tim Feegel broke from his party, saying he 
agrees the department needs the help. He also 
said he wanted to revisit the ambulance item. 

The ambulance argument has been a whole 
other can of worms and has been just as conten-
tious. For two years the local volunteer ambu-
lance has been angling to get more money for 
staff, this year asking for more than $170,000 to 
pay a pair 24/7 staffers. Town Republicans have 
been largely opposed to this, with Philhower 
strongly wanting to switch to a private service. 

Councilors had, genuinely or not, said they 
would consider funding the EHAA if a coun-
cilor and a finance board member were allowed 
to sit on the ambulance’s own executive board. 
While the EHAA wasn’t enthused, it seemed 
amenable to the idea. The two met last month, 
and did not leave off definitively. In the end the 
finance board cut the ambulance money, a move 
embraced by a majority of council Republicans. 

The council majority has a history of being 
unpersuaded by public input. In February, it 
nixed a possible library survey. Soon after for-
mer library director Tim Kellogg found a new 
job. 

The council stalled indefinitely the local li-
brary’s attempt to send out a survey gauging the 
town’s wants and needs, a guide for the next few 
years of planning. 

Citing concerns over large upcoming costs – 
debt for the new town hall and the search for a 
new fire station among them – council Republi-
cans voted to postpone the survey “indefinitely,” 
while the body’s two Democrats opposed the 
postponement. Council dem Pete Brown said 
the survey cost the town nothing, and that 
whether it’s for now or further down the road, 
a trail of information always serves the future. 

In presenting the survey Kellogg, who like 
the library’s last director Ellen Paul has seen 
the community use the library more and more, 
with higher checkouts and program participa-
tion, said the survey built off Paul’s survey from 
a few years back, which has guided work up un-
til now. 

“We’re not starting from scratch,” said Kel-
logg. 

This wasn’t the first time council Republicans 
have resisted community feedback. Last June, 
the party killed any plans presented by Parks 
and Rec director Jeremy Hall, items based on a 
survey Hall’s department ran. 

Back then along with a consultant Hall pre-
sented to the Town Council a list of needs and 
wants the community named.

Most Republican councilors appeared unre-
ceptive to the survey’s results. 

Hall’s consultant, Art Thatcher of the firm 
BerryDunn, assisted the department in devel-
oping a survey disseminated to the public ear-
lier this year. 

The survey was meant to gauge the townspeo-
ple’s wants and needs for the town’s recreation 
facilities and parks. 

A renovation and “reimagining” of “loved to 
death” Sears Park, an indoor multisport com-
plex, better pedestrian infrastructure, public ac-
cess to the Connecticut River, a dog park and a 
splash pad were all items locals included in their 
request. 

Another popular request, Thatcher said, was 
an indoor aquatics facility. Townspeople also 
want better communication from the town, spe-
cifically through email and social media. 

Thatcher named as themes in many surveys 
needs for more facilities, better maintenance, 
connections to the Air Line Trial, and a need for 
more gathering places. 

People asked for “nontraditional” sports op-
portunities, like bowling and biking, as well as 
more fun for teens and preteens. 

Thatcher said the survey yielded 292 respons-
es, from nearly a fourth of East Hampton house-
holds. 

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Budget Sent Back to Voters
By Michael Sinkewicz

Following a defeat at referendum last week, 
the Hebron Board of Finance revised the bud-
get proposal for the 2023-24 fiscal year during 
its meeting May 4, reducing the bottom line by 
$500,000.

The board unanimously agreed to equally 
reduce both the town and local school board 
spending plans by $250,000 each, bringing the 
total budget request to $39.06 million — a $2.04 
million increase from current year spending.

Overall, the reductions would change the 
median tax bill to a $442 increase; the increase 
was slated to be $594 under the previous budget 
proposal. 

The mill rate would increase by 1.78, which 
satisfied Town Manager Andrew Tierney’s goal 
of getting below a 2-mill jump; he speculated 
last week that the previous budget’s proposed 
34.09 rate — a 2.39 mill increase — was slightly 
unaffordable to the general public.

The next referendum is scheduled for May 23 
at Hebron Elementary School; polls will be open 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Finance board chairman Diane DelRosso 
said during the meeting that the revisions were 
necessary.

“I think that this reflects actions put forth 
that were needed based on voters’ feedback,” 
she said.

Board member Janet Fodaski stated that a 
large reaction was warranted based on the lop-
sided referendum result.

“I think that the voters were loud and clear in 
their discontent and we’re trying to address that 
with these cuts,” she said. “To go small would be 
naive of us and tone-deaf.”

David Veschi also agreed, expressing that the 
community said “this budget was simply not af-
fordable to them.”

While the members suggested that the 
RHAM budget was perhaps mainly responsible 
for driving the ‘no’ vote, the board could not 
amend that total. Even though Hebron voted 
down the RHAM proposal, the turnout form 
the other two member towns was enough to ad-
vance the spending plan.

Therefore, Hebron’s levy, which represents 
49% of the total budget, is $15.38 million — a 
$1.13 million increase from 2022-23.

The board also approved a motion sending 
the CIP budget back to the Board of Selectmen, 
who took up the subject later that evening.

The CIP budget of $847,886 received consid-
erable pushback from residents leading up to 
the referendum, with a $245,000 amount ear-
marked for the design of a new Public Works 
facility serving as a lightning rod.

Tierney recommended removing that item 
and potentially seeking alternative funding 
sources in the future. He previously told the 
Rivereast that voters “thought we were putting 
the cart before the horse.”

Tierney stated that the selectmen could cover 
the finance board’s reduction request be elicit-
ing the $245k along with $5,000 from the town 
budget.

The board ultimately advanced the new CIP 
budget of $602,886 and the revised town budget 
number of $10.97 million — a 4% increase in 
spending.  

While the board members were in unanimity 
with the reductions, they had spirited debate on 
the direction the new proposal would be taking 
the town.

Chairman Daniel Larson expressed that, 
“we’re going backwards instead of forward.”

Larson didn’t hide that he was “upset” with 
the voters. The board previously bulked up the 
budget with additional funding for emergency 
services, in part because residents were not vol-
unteering as much, he contended.

People want their taxes lowered, he contin-
ued — “Then how about standing up and help-
ing their community instead of sitting back and 
complaining?”

The selectmen, who couldn’t modify the 
school budget proposal, also indicated that the 
town budget often faces unfair reductions after 
proposals are rejected.

Selectman Peter Kasper suggested that the 
town and school budgets “should stand on their 
own” and that the reductions don’t necessarily 
need to be identical.

“The idea that they should be the same, I 
don’t agree with that,” he said, adding that while 
he’s not in opposition to the total amount re-
duced, he was “a little disappointed” in the path 
the town had to go along.

Much of the board’s discussion centered 
around the Public Works facility debate.

The selectmen agreed that the referendum re-
sult was in no way an indictment of the project. 

Selectwoman Tiffany Thiele acknowledged 
that there have been passionate arguments made 

by a variety of people regarding the proposal 
and a number of historic and environmental 
concerns have been raised. However, she added, 
the board also needed to consider worker safety.

“We have to have a safe place for our Public 
Works employees to work in,” she said. 

Still, for now, “the writing is pretty clearly on 
the wall” and if the $245,000 isn’t removed from 
the budget, another unfavorable referendum re-
sult was likely to occur.

Kasper viewed the situation differently.
He argued that some amount of money, may-

be not the full $245,000, should remain in the 
CIP budget as a placeholder and a reminder that 
the town still needs to take eventual action.

While a future community survey will pro-
vide further direction and clarity into how the 
town should pursue a new facility, the funding 
will likely be needed during the 2023-24 fiscal 
year. 

Kasper indicated that if the funding was en-
tirely removed, the community might become 
confused at a later date.  

He stated if the $245,000 is removed and then 
the budget passes, the next steps become prob-
lematic. The town will receive a clear direction 
from the community on how to proceed with 
the facility; the town will need a design for site 
of that new facility; the town will need money 
for that design.

Instead of that money being in the budget, 
the town would have to secure the funding in 
the middle of a fiscal year from an alternative 
source, “but we won’t be doing so with any di-
rection or input from the public,” Kasper said.  

He questioned whether that would be viewed 
as “misleading” the public.

Thiele recognized Kasper’s argument, but 
said the board didn’t have a better alternative at 
the moment.

“I’m not comfortable with it either but if we 
are working towards having a budget in place 
in time for the fiscal year, I think we’re going to 
have to make a decision,” she said, adding that 
“it’s just kind of a gut feeling that the $245,000 is 
the biggest sticking point in our budget.”

Public Works Survey
Kasper presented the selectmen with a draft 

of a long-awaited Public Works Facility survey, 
which will hopefully provide the town with a 
clear direction on how to move forward with 
the project.

Kasper, the board’s liaison to the small com-
mittee tasked with creating the survey, will likely 
present a final copy at the next regular meeting.

Thiele said the draft was “comprehensive” and 
“down the middle.”

Some community members have expressed 
concerns with the legitimacy of the survey, say-
ing that it will be “biased.”

Kasper has maintained that the committee 
was worked diligently to not only formulate 
survey questions, but also provide a project 
summary and links to background information.

“We are tying with the help of the consul-
tant to be as clear and as unbiased as possible 
because we really, really want the public’s feed-
back,” Kasper said. “This is not a foregone con-
clusion. We wouldn’t go through the effort, the 
time, the energy, the expense, if the outcome 
was predetermined.”

The selectmen enlisted the expertise of 
Bloomfield-based DKA Advertising, on a 
$15,000 contract, to assist with the survey and 
rollout.

Kasper also confirmed that measures will be 
taken to endure that residents cannot fill out 
multiple versions of the survey.

“We’ll have confidence in the outcome of the 
survey,” he said.

The Lending Library Alert
After the death of George Floyd, Gilead Con-

gregational Church, located at 672 Gilead St., 
created a Little Lending Library (not to be con-
fused with a Little Free Library).

The church purchased over 125 books on 
themes of acceptance, diversity, empathy and 
inclusion. These books were to be borrowed and 
returned. However, there are only 36 books left! 

People are asked to, while they’re doing their 
spring cleaning, look for any of the missing 

books.
They all have a label on the inside cover with 

a picture of children and Gilead Congregational 
Church Lending Library.

There are no fines; the church said it just 
hopes to see its books returned so other chil-
dren will be able to read them.

For more information, call the church office 
or email GCC@GileadChurch.net).

Technology Program for Caregivers
Do you have a mom, dad, aunt, uncle, friend 

that is living alone or in a retirement commu-
nity? Would you like to hear about how technol-
ogy can help keep them safe and give you peace 
of mind during your absence? 

If yes, you’re invited to an information session 
hosted by the Alzheimer’s Association Wednes-
day, May 17, from 5-6 p.m., at Colebrook Vil-
lage (in the movie theater), 55 John E. Horton 
Blvd. 

This is a session isn’t just for those with de-

mentia; it is geared toward how to identify be-
haviors and help keep loved ones living as in-
dependently as possible for as long as possible.

Attendees will learn about how cameras, door 
sensors, automatic timers for stoves, and more, 
can help with behaviors that may lead to a safety 
concern.

Pre-registration is required, by contacting 
Tonya Maurer at 860-539-9287 or multitask-
ing@comcast.net.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham 
Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, which 
provides assistance to homeless adults. The 
overnight stay program has ended for the sea-
son. Therefore, camping equipment is critically 
needed for clients for whom the shelter has 
been unable to acquire temporary or permanent 
housing: 2- and 3-person tents [new or used 
(clean) with all parts]; 8’x10’ and larger tarps 

(brown or green; no bright colors); tent cord 
or rope; tent stakes; and sturdy adult backpacks 
(new or used in good condition). Additional 
critical needs: paper towels (always needed); 
men’s and women’s (M,L,XL) sweatpants, sweat-
shirts, and hoodies; men’s (M,L, XL) thermal 
shirts, T-shirts, and boxer briefs; women’s briefs 
(sizes 6-10); men’s and women’s deodorant and 
razors; toothpaste; laundry detergent pods; $15 
Stop & Shop gift cards for gas to assist people 
living in their cars; and Walmart gift cards. Call 
to arrange the pickup of gift cards. Place do-
nations of goods in the designated collection 
box next to the church’s Cry Room. Place large 
quantities of donations in the Cry Room. For 
more information, call Monica or John McKer-
racher at 860-228-4211.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 5/14: Board 
of Missions, 11:30 a.m.; 5/15: Bible Study, 9:30 
a.m., Board of Christian Education, 7 p.m.; 

5/16: AA meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 5/17: Choir Prac-
tice, 7 p.m.; 5/18: Church Council, 7 p.m.; 5/18: 
Tolland Association Annual Meeting, 6 p.m., at 
Columbia Church.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Call Jennifer 
Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
860-531-2217. There will be no yoga Saturday, 
June 3.

Card-Making: Sunday, May 21, at 11:30 
a.m., cost is $15 with a portion being sent to the 
Connecticut Food Foodshare. All are welcome; 
email gayle.sylvester@comcast.net to register.

Juneteenth Celebration to be Held June 17
The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) 

is sponsoring its second annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration Saturday, June 17, from 10:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., in collaboration with Hebron Parks & 
Recreation Department’s Hebron Day.

A variety of educational activities will be of-
fered for children, youth and adults, to be held 
in and around the historic Peters House, 150 
East St.  

During the event, attendees will learn about 
the lives of formerly enslaved residents of He-
bron, including Cesar Peters and his fam-
ily, about the path to freedom for all African 
Americans, and the ongoing work necessary to 
ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the benefits 
of living and working in equitable, vibrant and 
diverse communities.

Entertainment will include EvaE Peart and 
Nia Arts, an African drumming and dancing 

troupe; Lisa Clayton Singers; Hartford’s Proud 
Drum, Drill and Dance Corp.; and Hartford 
Poet Laureate Frederick-Douglass Knowles II.

Kids’ activities will include a Story Walk with 
the book, Juneteenth for Mazie, written and il-
lustrated by Floyd Cooper; scavenger hunt; face 
painting; and more. Adults can take guided 
tours of the Peters House and learn more about 
getting involved with social justice activities.

New this year will be a narrated bus tour of 
several sites in Hebron where Black Americans 
lived and worked, including an archeological 
dig site of the home of Cesar Peters, hosted by 
state archeologist Sarah Sportman. The tours 
will run several times throughout the event.

Once again, about 70 members of the Peters 
family are planning to attend and several of 
them will present information about the life of 
Cesar Peters in artistic form.

Lions Scholarships Available for Residents
The Hebron Lions Club is offering three 

scholarships – and applications are due this 
weekend.

The Lions are offering two $4,000 scholar-
ships for those individuals attending a four-
year college and one $2,000 scholarship to 
those attending a two-year college or trade/
career school program.

Applicants must be high school seniors, 
residents of the Hebron or active members of 
the RHAM Leos Club, and must plan to at-
tend a college or technical/career school in the 
2023-24 school year Recipients will be select-
ed based on financial need, scholastic achieve-
ment, extracurricular activities, community 
service and other criteria established by the 

Hebron Lions Club Scholarship Committee. 
Applications are available in the RHAM 

High School guidance counselors’ office, and 
are also online at www.Hebronctlions.org/
lions-scholarships. Once completed, forms 
can be submitted by sending them via email 
to Lion Brenda Johnson at Brenda.Johnson@
HebronHarvestFair.org, or can be mailed 
to Hebron Lions Club, c/o Brenda Johnson, 
Chairman, Hebron Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee, 347 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. 

Completed forms must be received by May 
13 for consideration. For more information, 
contact Lion Richard Griswold at Richard.
Griswold@HebronHarvestFair.org.

Volunteers Go Bald to Support
Childhood Cancer Research

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation, which funds 
children’s cancer research grants, will host one 
of its head-shaving events at the Hebron Li-
ons Fairgrounds Sunday, May 21, where more 
than a dozen people will shave their heads to 
raise money for lifesaving childhood cancer 
research.

Dr. Juan Vasquez, a pediatric oncologist 

from Yale University, will speak about prog-
ress being made in treatment. DJ Avery Mul-
lins of Magic Moments will provide entertain-
ment. 

To participate in a head-shaving event and 
raise money for cancer research, visit Stbal-
dricks.org/get-involved to learn more.



NEWS BULLETIN • May 12, 2023 Page 15

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Low Rates for Good Drivers

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: 
May 12, 80 for Brady (PG-13): May 19, Ant-Man 
and the Wasp: Quantumania (PG-13); May 26, 
Creed III (PG-13). Bottled water and individu-
ally wrapped snacks will be provided. 

Book-Signing: Monday, May 15, 1-2 p.m. 
Local author John Leavenworth will sign copies 
of his new release, The Magpie Queen, Rouge, an 
ensemble of 86 poems.

Spirited Book Discussion: Wednesday, May 
17, 7 p.m. at the American Legion hall, located 
next door. This month, The Queen’s Secret by 
Karen Harper will be discussed. Copies of the 
book are available for checkout at the Adult Cir-
culation Desk. Must be over 21 to attend. 

Rosie the Riveter: Thursday, May 25, 1 p.m., 
presented by the Connecticut Historical So-
ciety. Look at propaganda posters, art, music, 
photos, and hear real-life accounts of Connecti-

cut women who worked for victory in World 
War II.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Tuesday, 
June 6, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the community room. 
Register on redcross.org.

Teens & Adults Take & Make for Mother’s 
Day: Want to make your own soy candle? Pick 
up your kit from the Adult Circulation Desk 
while supplies last

Chess Night: There are pickup games every 
Thursday during May at 4 p.m. All skill levels 
are welcome.

Teen Meetings: Wednesdays, May 10 and 31, 
2:30-3:30pm. Bring ideas for summer programs.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, May 
15, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School, for boys 
and girls ages 8-13 who will be staying home 
alone.  Each student will receive a workbook 
that covers house key safety, outdoor and in-
door and safety (including kitchen), gun safety, 
fire safety, gas leaks, first aid kit essentials, and 
phone and internet safety. Fee: $45.

Hebron Youth Running Club:  Tuesdays, 
May 16-June 20, 6-7 p.m., at Hebron Elementa-
ry School. Kids ages 5-12 (and adults) will par-
ticipate in weekly workouts that will be tracked 
throughout the year. Kids show off their prog-
ress with necklaces and toe tokens. Cost $15.

Golf Clinic: At Minnechaug Golf Course. 
Tuesdays, May 23-June 20, 4:45-6 p.m., for 
ages 6-15; Thursdays, May 25-June 22, 6:15-
7:30 p.m., for ages 16 and up. While aimed at 
beginners, all levels are welcome. Fee: $199.

Therapy Dog Reading: Saturday, June 3, 10-
11 a.m., at the Burnt Hill Park pavilion. Meet 
Sheena the therapy dog, and have a chance to 
read your favorite book to her and her dog 
friends. 

Summer of Swish Basketball Camp: June 
19-22, 8 a.m.-noon, at RHAM High School. 
Cost: $110.

Summer Adventure Camp: Runs June 26-
Aug. 18. Camp will feature sports, games, na-
ture, arts & crafts, field trips, theme days and 

more. Hours are 6:45 a.m.-5 p.m. Must register 
in advance.

Football Camp: June 26-30, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
RHAM High School. With RHAM Football’s 
head coach and the RHAM football players. 
Fee: $125.

Crafting Camp: June 26-30, 8:30-11:30 a.m., 
at Douglas Library. Fee: $130.

Babysitters Training: Thursday, June 29, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. Gilead Hill School, for ages 11-17. 
This is an entry level course intended to teach 
age-appropriate skills to care for children of all 
ages. Basic first aid, including adult and child 
CPR, will be taught. Cost is $80.

Nerf Zone and Schoolyard Games Camp: 
July 3-7, 8:30-11:30 a.m., at Hebron Elementary 
School, for grades 1-6.

Minds in Motion RE/CO Robot Camp: For 
ages 8-12. July 10-14, 9 a.m.-noon, at Gilead 
Hill School. Fee: $145.

Minds in Motion Future Engineers Camp: 
For ages 8-12. July 10-14, 12:30-3:30 p.m. at 
GHS. Fee: $145.

Building Up S.T.E.A.M. Lego Camp: For 
ages 5-6. July 17-21, 9 a.m.-noon, at GHS. Fee: 
$140.

S.T.E.A.M. Works Using Lego Summer 
Camp: For ages 7-10. July 17-21, 1-4 p.m. at 
GHS. Fee: $140. 

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Gary Boye.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. People 
can also watch live online at www.facebook.
com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Watch for the date of the 
next Open Pantry. Caring Shepherds distributes 

household and hygiene items, as well as food 
pantry staples, Bibles, and prayers. For more 
information, call Caring Shepherds Ministry at 
860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open to 
all walks of faith. Ande Shutler is director. Call 
860-228-5134 for more information. The center 
is taking applications for summer camp; the ap-
plication form is at www.clecchebron.org.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s Epis-

copal Church, located at 30 Church St., are held 
each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (with 
music). All are invited to the Church Hall for 
coffee and conversation after the services. Priest 
is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Tag Sale: June 2 and 3.
Meetings and Events: Balancing Class, Mon-

days, 10- 11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: first 
Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Fellowship 
Café (Memory Workshop): Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-2 

p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee: first 
Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: Wednes-
days at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m.; Vestry: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building 
Networks International, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for various 
local food pantries can be placed in the brown 
donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Absentee Ballots for 
Budget Referendum

Absentee ballots for the upcoming town 
budget referendum are available at the 
town clerk’s office,  located in the Town Of-
fice Building, 15 Gilead St. Office hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Friday, 
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

In-person voting will be held at Hebron 
Elementary School, 92 Church St., on 
Tuesday, May 23, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 

For more information, visit hebronct.
com or call 860-228-5971.

Historical Society to Clean Gravestones
The Hebron Historical Society will begin 

cleaning the stones in the Burrows Hill Ceme-
tery on Burrows Hill Road, across from Ches-
terfield Road, on Saturday, May 20, and invites 
people to attend.

The society said it expects to clean the stones 
and reset those that are leaning or flat on the 
ground. Volunteers will also clear brush away.

Researching the lives of those interred there 
will begin off site at another time.

The Hebron Historical Society has been 

cleaning and resetting gravestones in the Old 
Cemetery on Wall Street since 2015. The so-
ciety said it has found valuable information 
about those buried there, as well as about He-
bron’s place in the state and its contributions 
to the nation.

There is no charge to participate in the May 
20 event, but you must be registered, and space 
is limited. Email Mary-Ellen at mergonci65@
comcast.net to register. The event will be re-
scheduled if weather is inclement.

Community Fund Awards $25K for New Projects 
The Hebron Greater Together Community 

Fund has awarded grants for 10 diverse proj-
ects designed to improve the quality of Hebron’s 
community life in 2023. The Hartford Founda-
tion for Public Giving provided the funds to 
support the grants, which total $25,000.

John E. Ostrout, chairman of the Hebron 
Greater Together Community Fund (HGTCF), 
commented that “the committee has introduced 
this grant program to Hebron during the past 
year by participating in the town’s public events. 
We enjoyed receiving a lot of attention for our 
‘Kitchen Table Ideas’ booth, where we were 
seeking ideas for new projects to benefit the 
citizens of Hebron. In addition, a widely distrib-
uted survey sought advice from the community 
on what type of projects are most needed. The 
diversity of the projects that we have funded cel-
ebrates the impact of our outreach efforts.”

The following projects have received a grant 
this year from the HGTCF:

Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) 
– $567 for Veterans Memorial site improve-
ment; St. Peter’s Episcopal Church – $5,000 for 
The Sanctuary Performing Arts Concert Series 

(September-May); Hebron Historical Society 
– $2,600 for walking tour signage of historical 
Hebron; Coalition on Diversity and Equity – 
$3,000 for a seminar on “Waking Up White” in 
America; Hebron Community Chorus – $2,000 
for spring and fall concerts; HIHS – $1,200 for 
pet watering and waste stations for town events;

Atwood Dementia Group – $2,500 for Mem-
ory Café program; New England Animal Bond 
Foundation – $4,725 for student support groups 
at RHAM middle and high schools; Pollinator 
Pathway at HIHS – $1,000 for pollinator and 
invasive plant signage at Raymond Brook Pre-
serve; The Town Center Project – $3,000 for He-
bron Summer Outdoor Concert Series.

The guidelines for the next round of HGTCF 
grants will be posted in June at www.hfpg.org/
hebroncf. The fund is currently seeking Hebron 
citizens to serve on the committee. An applica-
tion is available at www.hfpg.org/hebroncf.

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
has created Community Fund programs in He-
bron and 28 other towns in the region for the 
purpose of taking ownership around the needs 
of their towns.

The Hebron Greater Together Community Fund recently awarded grants for 10 
projects in town. Pictured top row are John Ostrout (chair), Althea Carr, Dwayne 
Bruender, Florence O’Sullivan, David Rose, Christiane Hellner-O’Brien; bottom row, 
Connor Rydel, Emily Lucenko. Not pictured is Heather Holbrook.
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Wilber
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-WASH

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. The 
senior center newsletter is online at tinyurl.
com/3xfm862d. For more information, contact 
the senior center or look to the senior newslet-
ter. 

Movie Monday: Monday, May 15, 12:45 p.m. 
80 for Brady will be shown. Come early and sign 
up for lunch ($3 by Friday at 10 a.m.), which 
will be served at noon. Lunch will be: chicken 
stir-fry, white rice, broccoli, wheat bread, and 
fresh fruit. To sign-up for the movie or lunch 
and the movie, call 860-228-1700.

Bus Trip for Lunch: Wednesday, May 24, de-
part at 11:30 a.m. and return at approximately 
2-2:30 p.m. East at Cotton Hollow Kitchen in 
South Glastonbury. The restaurant will be able 
to do separate checks, but having cash is recom-
mended just in case. Transportation is $5; lunch 
is on your own. Space is limited; to sign up, call 
the center. 

Adopt a Plot – Beautify the Senior Cen-
ter: Would you like to help beautify the senior 
center? If so, there are 4x4 plots (general size) 
available to adopt. Create a spot with flowers 
and maintain throughout the season. Call Linda 
at the senior center for more information or to 
adopt a plot. 

Bridging the Digital Divide: Wednesday, 
May 17, 10:30 a.m. William Seaman from NEAT 
(New England Assistive Technology) will gives 
an overall presentation on technology, and will 
then be available to set up one-to-one appoint-
ments for specific questions and needs. Bring 
your device (if you’re able or choose to).

Chatham Health Monthly Presentation: 
Wednesday, May 17, 2 p.m. The topic will be 
mental health. Anyone can attend. 

RHAM Bingo: Wednesday, May 17, 2:30-4 

p.m., run by RHAM National Honor Society 
students. The games are free and prizes are 
awarded. 

Shopping Trips: Fridays at 10 a.m. Schedule 
is: Stop and Shop, May 19; Walmart, May 26; Big 
Y, June 2. Registration for each trip is required 
by the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. 

Massage Therapy: Mondays and Thursdays, 
by appointment. Massage therapist Beverly 
Williams will perform 25-minute (for $25) or 
50-minute (for $50) chair or table massages or 
hot stone massages. Appointments available 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday and from 11:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Thursday. Call the senior center 
to make an appointment. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, some are free, and most 
require pre-registration. Detailed information 
is in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center. Exercise Equipment Room: Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-
noon. Community Café: Monday-Thursday, 
pre-registration required, suggested donation 
is $3. 

Mondays: Technology Assistance: Dates 
vary, call for times; Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. 
via Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; massage, sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the month, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Movie Monday (once per month; call for 
date and title).

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; mobile food truck and 
HIHS Food Bank transportation, 11 a.m.; Hand 
and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Card-Stamping, 1-2:15 p.m.

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mindful Medi-
tation, first and third Wednesdays, 10:15-11:15 
a.m.; RHAM bingo, third Wednesday of the 
month (through May), 2:30-4 p.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sunshine 
Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m. 

Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group, 
first and third Fridays of the month, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.; Created to Create Open Arts Group, 
second and fourth Fridays of the month, 10:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/yby-
64wph to access. 

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7–8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 

of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual develop-
ment. Meets every other Sunday directly after the 
service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: May 14.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship: Held 
the first Friday of each month from 6–9 p.m. at 
the church. All are invited.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. All are invited to pray for each other, the 
community and the country. Contact the church 
office or website for a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situation. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Painting on Canvas for AHM
The Gilead Congregational Church Board of 

Missions is sponsoring a paint on canvas event 
to benefit AHM Youth and Family Services’ 
Lanterns Mentoring Program. The program will 
take place Saturday, May 20, at 2 p.m., at the 
church, 672 Gilead St.

Adults and children in grade 7 and up are 

welcome. Cost is $45. RSVP by May 12.
Attendees will create a country bouquet 

painting to take home. All materials will be pro-
vided and you will be guided through every step 
of the painting. Refreshments will be provided.

To register, email Laurie Larsen at 
laurie.p.larsen@gmail.com.

Calling All Musicians
The Town Center Project (TTCP) is once 

again bringing Make Music Day to Hebron. 
Make Music Day is an international event dedi-
cated to the celebration of music. 

This year’s festivities will be held Wednesday, 
June 21. All levels of musicians are welcome, 
in all genres. Musicians will line Main Street, 
bringing back the “Mile of Music.” 

To sign up to participate, or for more in-
formation, visit thetowncenterproject.org or 
facebook.com/towncenterprojectinc, or email 
ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org.

Bottle and Can Drive
Troop 28/1028 Hebron Scouts BSA will hold 

a Bottle and Can Drive fundraiser Saturday, 
May 20, from 9 a.m. -1 p.m., in the Ted’s IGA 
parking lot in Hebron. 

All are asked to bring refundable bottles and 
cans to support local scouts. This fundraiser will 
benefit the Hebron Scouts BSA Troop and help 
make scouting affordable for all participating 
Hebron boys and girls.

Aboard the Gerald Ford… Aviation Structural Mechanic Airman Jordan Bonetti, 
from Hebron, assigned to the first-in-class aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford’s 
(CVN 78) aircraft intermediate maintenance department, mans the rail on the flight 
deck on May 2. Gerald R. Ford is the flagship of the Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike 
Group. As the first-in-class ship of Ford-class aircraft carriers, CVN 78 represents 
a generational leap in the U.S. Navy’s capacity to project power on a global scale. 
U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nolan Pennington.

Lions Club Goes Topless May 20
On Saturday, May 20, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 

the Hebron Lions are going topless; well, at least 
the Jeeps are. 

The Lions have partnered with the Nutmeg 
Jeepers Club to host a Jeeps n’ Food Event at the 
Hebron Lions Fairgrounds on Route 85. Those 
that have Jeeps of any make or model are wel-
come to celebrate of “Topless Day,” a day that 
is celebrated worldwide in the Jeep community 
as the unofficial start of warm days and topless 
drives. Admission to enter the Jeep show and 
qualify for Jeep awards is $25; the first 350 ve-
hicles that enter the fairgrounds receive a swag 
bag and contest entry. Admission for Jeeps will 
be available at the gate or online. The admission 
for Jeep entries will be donated 100% to Wishes 
on Wheels.

There will be food vendors, craft vendors and 
entertainment all day long during this event, 
such as a DJ from AnAEntertainment Inc, wres-

tling demonstrations from Planet Pro Wrestling 
and music by Frankie Justin. There will also be 
a raffle table, filled with over $7,500 of items do-
nated not only for Jeeps but for everyone in the 
household, and a cornhole tournament.

This event is open to the public – for those 
that own Jeeps as well as those that like to look 
at Jeeps. 

All proceeds raised from this event will bene-
fit Wishes on Wheels, a non-profit organization 
who donate to Make-A-Wish CT to help grant 
wishes for severely ill children. 

The Hebron Lions Club is a part of Lions 
Clubs International, which is one of the world’s 
largest nonprofit service organizations focused 
on serving those in need. For more information 
on upcoming events or volunteer opportuni-
ties, contact the Hebron Lions at volunteers@
hebronharvestfair.org.

Mercy Honor Roll
Mercy High School President Alissa DeJonge 

has announced the following local students 
made its honor roll for the third quarter of the 
2022-23 school year:

Amston: Highest Honors: Mattingly Veil-
leux, Senior.

Hebron: High Honors: Mackenzie Kelley, se-
nior; Margaret McCormack, junior. 

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

RE5-12-23

Call Hebron Travel...We’ll 
plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your vacation?
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3
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Marlborough 
FaMily Dental

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD

Visit us at:
www.marlboroughfamilydental.com

Offering the best in cosmetic 
and family dentistry.

New PatieNts welcome!

14 Jones Hollow Road
Suite 15

Marlborough

(860) 295-8132

Lions Clear Walking Trails
Members of the Marlborough Lions recently 

cleared back growth from the sides of the walk-
ing trails behind the elementary school and 
blew leaves off the trails. Marlborough Lions 
President Megan Lloyd, Tom Reiser and Ken 
Hjulstrom helped to keep the trail clear, which 
is an annual effort conducted each spring.

The trails are accessed from the parking lot by 
the school’s Community Room and extend well 
into the woods behind the school. Parts of the 
trail are paved, while other sections are gravel.

The Marlborough Lions serve the commu-
nity in other ways as well, including sponsoring 
Red Cross blood drives and performing vison 
screening for elementary school children.

Upcoming fundraising events include a raffle 
for a kayak (tickets are $20 each) and the an-
nual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race, which will 
kick off at Blish Park on Sunday, May 28. For 
information on these activities, or on how you 
can join the Lions, call Lloyd at 413-687-5537 or 
Club Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

Lions ‘Round the Lake 5K 
The Marlborough Lions will hold their 39th 

annual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race Sun-
day, May 28, starting promptly at 10:30 a.m.  

The entry fee is $30 and runners must be 
registered by the day prior to the race.  Shirts 
will be guaranteed for those who pre-register 
by May 13, with additional shirts provided 
to runners as available. There is also a $60 
package price for groups of immediate fam-
ily members participating in the race. Same-
day registrations need to be signed in by 10 
a.m. Runners will start near the entrance to 
Blish Park on Park Road and will proceed on a 

course, which circles Lake Terramuggus.
To register or for more information, contact 

Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116 or Lions Club 
President Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 or 
MarlboroughCTLions@gmail.com. Registra-
tion forms are also available at various loca-
tions. People can also register online at itsy-
ourrace.com; search for Marlborough Lions.

Race sponsorships are available; the busi-
ness sponsor’s information will be printed on 
the shirts handed out to runners. Businesses 
that wish to provide sponsorships should con-
tact Hjulstrom or Lloyd. 

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, May 15: Free bread and bakery 
goods donated by Stop & Shop, 10 a.m.; so-
cialization, 8-ball pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Congre-
gate Meal, noon. Menu: chicken stir-fry, white 
rice, steamed broccoli, wheat bread, fresh fruit; 
Meals-on-Wheels, noon; setback or cards of 
choice, 1-4 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 16: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; free bread and bakery goods donat-
ed by Big Y, 10 a.m.; van leaves senior center at 
11:30 a.m. for “Aging with Purpose” at Good-
win; Meals-on-Wheels, noon. 

Wednesday, May 17: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: vegetable lasa-
gna, zucchini, garlic knot, fresh fruit; setback, 
1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 18: Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 
Meals-on-Wheels, noon.

Friday, May 19: Socialization, 8-Ball Pool, 
Mahjong Playing Cards, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. 
Menu: boneless chicken marsala, pesto pasta, 
garlic knot, fresh fruit, mini cannoli; Setback, 
1-4 p.m. 

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford.

Transportation: Available Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday. Transportation available to the 
senior center, shopping, and medical and non-
medical appointments. A 36-hour advance reg-
istration is required. Masks are also required, as 
well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open Tues-
days from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The 
food bank is open to qualified residents in need 
of food. Transportation for seniors and physi-
cally challenged individuals is available; call the 
senior center for a ride.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203.

Youth Programs: Lifeguard Certification 
Course: Sundays, May 14 and 21, from 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., at Camp Hemlocks in Hebron. For ages 
15 and up. Participants who successfully com-
plete the course receive an American Red Cross 
certificate for Lifeguarding/First Aid/CPR/
AED, valid for 2 years. Registration fee is $350.

Junior Golf Clinic: Tuesday, May 16, 4:45-6 
p.m., at Minnechaug Golf Course in Glaston-
bury. Fee: $40.

Family Sewing – Beach Tote: Saturday, June 
10, 10-11:30 a.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. For ages 8 and up. Students will learn the ba-
sics of machine operation, and create and take 
home a beach tote. All supplies are included. 
Fee: $48/resident, $53/non-resident. 

Netto Summer Day Camp: For grades K-7. 
Weekly sessions run June 19-Aug. 11, at Blish 
Park. There will be camp games, arts & crafts, 
swimming, sports, field trips and special events. 
All campers are supervised by counselors and 
lifeguards trained in CPR/First Aid. Fee per 
week: $175/residents, $185/non-residents. 

Swim Lessons: Lessons will begin the week 
of June 20, at Blish Park. All lesson levels are of-
fered. Fee: $65/residents, $70/non-residents.

Skyhawks Basketball Camp: June 26-30. 
Ages 5 & 6 are 9 a.m.-noon, and fee is $139/
residents, $144/non-residents. Ages 7-12 are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and fee is $179/resident, $184/non-

resident.
Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 

up. Days and times are flexible. Fee: four lessons 
for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Golf Clinic: Fri-
day, May 19, 5:30-7 p.m., at Minnechaug Golf 
Course. Fee: $40.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Cost is $5 per 
week; drop in. Session runs until June 2.

Trips: New York Yankees Bus Trip: Sunday, 
May 28. See the San Diego Padres vs. New York 
Yankees, at 1:05 p.m. Fee: $120 for upper-level 
outfield, $165 for sections 232-234. Bus departs 
Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury at 7:30 
a.m., and returns at 6 p.m.

Boston Red Sox vs. New York Yankees Bus 
Trip: Saturday, June 10, at 7:35 p.m., at Yankee 
Stadium. Fee: $209. Bus departs Putnam park 
and ride in Glastonbury at 3 p.m. and returns 
at around 1 a.m.

Lions Club Raffling Kayak
The Marlborough Lions are raffling off a 10-

foot Ascend kayak with paddle and a one-year 
rental of a kayak rack at Marlborough’s Blish 
Park. Note that use of the rack at Blish Park is 
limited to Marlborough residents, but the raffle 
for the kayak is open to everyone. 

Raffle tickets are $20 each. Tickets will be sold 
at various locations through May 28 or can be 
purchased from Marlborough Lions Club mem-

bers. Proceeds will support the Lions.
The raffle drawing will take place at Blish Park 

Sunday, May 28. Winners need not be present. 
For more information or to purchase raffle 

tickets, call Lions Club President Megan Lloyd 
at 413-687-5537, or Lions Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054 or Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116.
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Where Tradition Meets Innovation!

(860) 295-8181 • Marlborough, CT
www.marlboroughpizzact.com

$2.00 OFF Any Large Pizza
With this ad thru 5/19/23. Not to be combined with any other offers.

Come Join Us!

JOIN US FOR

Mother’s Day!
Dinners & Appetizers
Surf & Turf, Salmon, Steak, 
Scallops, Chicken and more

Large, Spacious Outdoor 
Patio Now Open for 

Outside Dining!

LOVELOVE Mom, Dad, Jayna & Grace Mom, Dad, Jayna & Grace

HappyHappy
2323rdrd  

BirthdayBirthday
Taylor Taylor 

Rae!Rae!

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
NOW 

OPEN!
BE 

SAFE!
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New
sandwiches
Chicken Cutlet Grinder

with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo
Barbecue Pulled Pork

with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized 

onions & horseradish sauce
Cheeseburger with your

choice of toppings
— ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES —

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Mother’s 
Day pies, 
cakes and 
delicious 
desserts 
& treats!
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Metal Carports & Garages
Now offered by Fireside Supply, Inc.

SAMPLE SIZES:

Stop by our showroom:
33B East St., Hebron, CT

860-228-1383

12x21
$2,145

18x21
$2,465

20x21
$2,990

Many more sizes & 
styles to choose from!

(normal installation included)

A Hero’s Welcome, Long Overdue

This week more than 20 vets of the Vietnam and Korean conflicts gathered in the 
Marlborough Elementary School community room to receive an honor that, the 
lieutenant governor said, is grossly past due. The Army, the Navy, the Marines, the 
Air Force and the Coast Guard all had representation at the ceremony. 

By Jack Lakowsky
This week, the Town of Marlborough and Lt. 

Gov. Susan Bysiewicz joined up to celebrate vet-
erans, alive and passed, of two conflicts far less 
mythologized than, for example, World War II. 

Certainly WWII veterans deserve admira-
tion and are justly honored, but, as Bysiewicz 
noted, veterans of the Korean War and Vietnam 
Era came home to a far more different, far less 
warm welcome. The lack of recognition has 
further occluded issues facing these vets, espe-
cially those with severe health problems related 
to exposure to Agent Orange, a toxic defoliat-
ing agent deployed by the U.S. military during 
Vietnam. 

At a ceremony Monday, vets from many mili-
tary branches showed up to receive a pin and 
a photo with the lieutenant governor, a token 
of recognition for servicepeople who, like their 
world war counterparts, lost friends, missed 
time with family and, as many vets shared, had 
a few laughs along the way. 

Twenty-two Vietnam vets were honored 
Monday, and several shared stories of their ex-
periences, ranging from heartbreaking to hu-
morous. Finding them, the lieutenant governor 
said, was a “sleuthing job”; there’s no such thing 
as a “master list” of vets, she said. 

Just before the ceremony began the Rivereast 
spoke with Bysiewicz. 

She said when she was secretary of state (a 
position she held for 12 years), she did a lot of 
WWII veterans’ ceremonies, going to 140 towns 
and meeting more than 15,000 servicepeople. 
Time went on, and she did a round of ceremo-
nies for Korean Conflict vets, many of whom 
also served in WWII. 

Now as lieutenant governor, “it was time to 
say thanks” to Vietnam veterans. 

“It was very hard for them,” Bysiewicz told 
the Rivereast. “The war was unpopular; they 
were advised not to wear their uniforms, spat 
upon, called ‘baby killers.’ That’s why this is 
special; they didn’t get the welcome home they 
deserved.”

She said 530 Vietnam Era and Korean War 
vets die daily, according to information from 
the federal Department of Veterans Affairs. 

“It’s just right to say thank you,” she said. 
In her speech, Bysiewicz touched on the dif-

ferences between the conflicts. 
Korea, she said, was never officially declared 

or officially ended, and had none of the pomp 
and glamor of troops returning from fighting 
the Nazis. There was also a poor understanding 

of post-war trauma and PTSD.  
The Vietnam Era, she said, is one of America’s 

most complex episodes, and one of the most 
painful. Deaths in the tens of thousands, deep 
unrest at home, fighting in treacherous terrain 
and torrential rain, a war whose efficacy and 
purpose continues to spark debate 50 years 
later. Connecticut lost more than 1,000 between 
Korea and Vietnam.   

And these are those lost in battle. Many more 
have died due to exposure to Agent Orange. 

Ted May, a Marlborough Vietnam veteran, 
died of Agent Orange-related ALS in 2019. 

The Theodore May Memorial Bridge, just past 
the new Exit 13 on Route 2, is named after him. 

Like countless Vietnam servicepeople, May 
was exposed to a highly herbicidal brew con-
taining dioxin – commonly known as Agent 
Orange. 

The U.S. government employed the herbi-
cid during the conflict. Nearly 50 years after 
the war’s end, many veterans are dealing with 
the severely adverse health effects of the toxin, 
linked to cancers, diabetes, birth defects and 
other disabilities, according to the Aspen Insti-
tute. 

The Red Cross estimates three million Viet-
namese people have been affected by dioxin, in-
cluding at least 150,000 born with serious birth 
defects. Millions of Americans and Vietnamese 
are still dealing with the – sometimes fatal – af-
tereffects. 

The herbicide defoliated millions of acres of 
forest and farmland, with huge tracts of land 
unusable to this day. Agent Orange was banned 
in the U.S. in 1971. 

As a trained medic, May knew something 
was up when he was exposed to the toxin, and 
brought his concerns to his superiors, May’s 
wife Dolores told the Rivereast a year ago, when 
her late husband was honored in the local Me-
morial Day Parade.

“He was told his government would never do 
anything to hurt him,” said Dolores. Dolores 
met May when she was 18. They were married 
47 years. They had two sons, who gave them 
nine grandkids. 

In the last years of his life, May battled a de-
bilitating case of ALS, also known as Lou Geh-
rig’s disease, caused by his exposure to Agent 
Orange. 

“He was sick for many years,” Dolores said. 
“Most things you get from [Agent Orange], 
he got.” She said ALS is a horrible disease she 
wouldn’t wish on anyone. 

He may have struggled in his last years, but 
May never regretted serving his country, Dolo-
res said. 

At Monday’s ceremony, one May would’ve 
surely attended if he could, a squad of local 
vets, Coast Guard, Army, Navy, Marines, shared 
stories surprising, funny, and heartfelt, ranging 
from whole months spent partying, the life-

changing taste of a true-blue Danish Danish 
(“not the hockey pucks you get here!”), working 
20-hour days to keep machinery working prop-
erly, how they still have stories they can’t legally 
share, how the only supply under armed guard 
were the Christmas trees – and how much they 
miss their fallen friends.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc; John McKaig is deacon 
emeritus. Heather Mancini is church secretary 
and can be reached at 860-295-0001; hours are 
Monday-Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. People are asked to call before heading 
over or connect via email at stjohnfisher30@
yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-5 p.m. 

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: This is an active 
family faith formation program for the church’s 
kindergarten through middle school popula-
tion. For more information, call the church of-
fice.

Confirmation Community: The church’s ac-
tive 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation program 

continues. Registration is required as well. 
Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 

from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. Sandwich-
making and collection is the last Thursday of the 
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown. 
The Community Garden is once again breaking 
ground to benefit Marlborough Food Bank and 
supply fresh produce in season. Garden volun-
teers are always welcome. Other scheduled ser-
vice opportunities can be found on the church 
website and are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs or adult faith 
formation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Co-
lumbus or other ministries, call the office, visit 
www.stjfchurch.org, or look for the church on 
Facebook (Saint John Fisher Roman Catholic 
Church).

Local Artwork on Display
Local painter Roy Wrenn and local sculptor 

Neal Alderman are among the artists currently 
exhibiting their works at Marlborough Town 
Hall, 26 N. Main St.

The work will be on display through June. 

Honor Society Inductee
Marlborough resident Francis Brown, a stu-

dent at Fordham University, was recently initi-
ated into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
the nation’s oldest collegiate honor society for 
all academic disciplines.

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR

TOWING SERVICES AVAILABLE!
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

Come and fill up your tanks for your RV and gas grill!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, 
without the new car price? We can shop for you – call 860-295-9517!

WiWishing all our Moms out there a great Mother’s Day!
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations
• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs
• Dedicated to satisfying customers
• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans
• Family owned & operated for
 over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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INSURANCE
Business, Personal, Home, Auto, Boat && More!

(860) 537-4661 | www.GerhardtInsurance.com
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCY
EXPER IENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
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‘Horsepower’ Car Show
All are invited to the first-ever car show at 

The Farm at Carter Hill, 86 E. Hampton Rd., 
Marlborough, on Sunday, June 11, to benefit 
the horses of the CT Draft Horse Rescue.  Car 
entries must arrive between 9 and 11 a.m., and 
general admission starts at 11 a.m. 

Car entry tickets and general admission 
tickets are available at tinyurl.com/3xk7yz5b. 
Cash entries are available during the day of the 
event.  Awards will be presented at 2:30 p.m. 
There will be live music by local band Beth 

and the Boys. Food and drinks will be avail-
able for purchase. There will be raffles and 
games, trophy awards and more. 

The CDHR is a nonprofit organization lo-
cated in East Hampton, dedicated to saving 
the lives of neglected or abused draft horses as 
well as draft horses heading to slaughter. 

For more information, visit www.ctdraftres-
cue.org or www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, 
or email ctdraftrescue@aol.com.

MES Art Show Tuesday
The Marlborough Elementary School Student 

Art Show will be held Tuesday, May 16, from 
6:30-8 p.m., in the school’s community room. 

This evening of creativity will showcase 

artwork from children in pre-kindergarten 
through sixth grade. All students will have at 
least one piece of art displayed in the show.  All 
are invited; refreshments will be served.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Saturday, May 20
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Republicans Spring
Plant Sale

The Marlborough Republicans are selling 
geraniums and hanging plants, which will be 
ready for pickup on Saturday, May 13, from 
9-11 a.m. at the Marlborough Town Hall 
parking lot. These plants will be available just 
in time for Mother’s Day. 

The geraniums will be available in a vari-
ety of colors, including red, white, pink and 
fuchsia at a price of $7 each. The assorted sun 
and shade hanging plants will be sold at $25 
each.

Orders can be placed by calling Louise 
Concodello at 860-295-0201 or Barbara 
Murray 860-295-0792.

These plants are being supplied by Paul’s 
& Sandy’s Garden Center in East Hampton.

Members’ Art Show 
The Marlborough Arts Center’s Members’ 

Art Show is open Fridays, Saturdays and Sun-
days, from 1-4 p.m., through May 28. All are 
invited. The center is located at 231 N. Main St.

Photos of all works on exhibit can be seen at 
www.marlborougharts.org.

Purposeful Engagement
in Your Community

The Commission on Aging, in collaboration 
with the Marlborough Senior Center, invites 
ages 50 and up to the fourth speaker series be-
ing held at Goodwin University. 

The event is Tuesday, May 16, and the topic 
is Purposeful Engagement in Your Community. 
If you need a ride to the event, sign up with Vi 
Schwarzmann at the senior center, at 860-295-
6209.   A link to register for the event is at ti-
nyurl.com/bdfsztc5.

Arts Center Activities and Events
Marlborough Arts Center (MAC) has an-

nounced the following activities and events:
Artist members of the Board of Directors at 

the MAC continue to display their work at Town 
Hall until the end of June. Acrylic paintings by 
Roy Wrenn, wire sculpture by Neal Alderman, 
mixed media by Laurie Alt, and watercolors by 
Audrey Carroll Prucnall and Mary Horrigan can 
be viewed during business hours at Town Hall.

MAC’s Members’ Art Show is currently on 
display at the arts center gallery, 231 N. Main St. 

The gallery will be open Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday afternoons from 1-4 p.m. The show runs 
until May 28.

Musical performances scheduled for May 
include an outdoor rock concert by School of 
Rock on May 20. Two additional outdoor rock 
concerts are planned for August.

A juried regional art show, East of the River, 
is scheduled for October, and a Holiday Gift and 
Art Sale will take place in November.

Watercolor classes will be offered in October.
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127 East High Street Rt.66, East Hampton, CT 06424
CTDocks.com • ctdocks@gmail.com
OPEN MON-FRI 10-5:30; SAT 10-2

DOCKS
IN STOCK & READY FOR

INSTALLATION

Call NOW for a QUOTE
860-365-5930

Snap Dock and Shore Side Dock’s EXCLUSIVE Connecticut Dealer!

Check out our new display!

• Floating Docks
• Jet Ski Ports
• Aluminum Docks

• Boat Unwrap
• Trailer Service
• Engine Repair

• Installation
• Outboard/Stern Drives
• Resale Boats/Jet Skis

and More...

R
E5

-1
2-

23

Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We service
Hybrid and EVs!

Coming Soon:  
Pruis Battery  

Reconditioning

Level 2 EV Charging
by appointment

 FREE FOR A LIMITED TIME  
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com

a retail purchase!
Mondays & Tuesdays

thru 5/26/23

RETAIL MARKET HOURS
Mon & Tues 9am-5pm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm;

Sat 9am-5pm; Closed Sunday

RESTAURANT HOURS
Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pm;
Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

Limit 1 per coupon. Not to be combined with 
any other offer or discount, including Frequent 

Punch Cards and in-store specials.

884 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

WWW.CFISHCT.COM
860.522.3129
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15% OFFF
Freshness, variety and 
quality you can trust!

TREAT MOM TO THE BEST SEAFOOD AROUND!

Don’t Forget:
For Something 
Extra Special...

try a Hot or Cold 
Lobster Roll.

Mom will love it!

RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD

RE4-14-23

1979 - 2023

Over 40 Years of Building Quality!

2 Great Locations: Colchester 860 267-7600  Clinton 860 664-1620

1.800.326.SHED

Save up to 18% on all In-Stock Gazebos!

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

10x16 8x1210x12 12x20

Includes ramp!With loft and ramp!In-stock or new construction!

CAREFREE’S 4444th
ANNIVERSARY SALEANNIVERSARY SALE

Carefree Dormer Cottage
NOW ONLY

$694444!

Carefree Run-In
NOW ONLY
$694444!

Carefree Colonial
NOW ONLY
$464444!

Carefree Cottage
NOW ONLY
$894444!

   May 2023
44th Anniversary
10x12 dormer cottage $6944 in stock or new con-
struction
Save up to 18% on in stock gazebos example 14' 
vinyl elite with screens and wire now $13,944
10x16 run in $6944
12x20 cottage with loft and ramp $8944
8x12 Colonial w/ramp $4644
0% interest til 2024 for qualified buyers
Sale ends 6.3.23

Hurry In -- Sale ends June 3, 2023
Not to be combined with any other offer.

0% Interest
until 2024 to qualified buyers!

For Example:  14’ Vinyl Elite 
w/screens & wire 

NOW ONLY  $13,94444!
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VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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Wednesday is 
a pasta night, 

Serving
Prime Rib

every Friday

Special Menu served on Mother’s Day!
(5 course menu not available on Mother’s Day)

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marl
Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 
Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 
10 a.m. Worship is streamed every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service.

May 14 is a Bluegrass Sunday, with the 
church’s Joyful Blue Bluegrass Band providing 
upbeat music. The service will be led by the Rev. 
Valerie Seaver, with United Church of Christ 
minister the Rev. Marilyn Kendrix as guest 
preacher. Kendrix’s ministry focuses on raising 
awareness about mass incarceration in America.  

Outreach: The church supports a variety 
of mission projects. Second quarter mission-
giving will go to AHM Mental Health Fund. 

The church collects non-perishable food items 
year-round for Marlborough Food Bank with a 
basket located in the narthex for Sunday wor-
shipers to bring their donations. The Drive-
Thru Café provides a take-away hot meal at the 
church to Marlborough Food Bank clients on 
the last Sunday of every month (except July and 
August). Once a month the youth groups pre-
pare and serve a meal to residents at Florence 
Lord Housing.  Once in May and November, 
the church sponsors the evening meal at the St. 
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown.

AA meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, one at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Open for sell-
ing and donations Fridays from noon-3 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop 
also sells items year-round through eBay at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
the church office at 860-295-9050 or the Rev. 
Valerie Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432.

Join a Commission
The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 

looking for people to join one of the following 
commissions:  

Economic and Community Development, 
Lake Advisory, Nature Trails and Sidewalks, 
Water Pollution Control Authority, Commis-
sion on Aging and the Cemetery Committee. 
The application form can be accessed from our 
website at www.marlboroughct.net; the link is 
at the bottom of the page on the left-hand side.

For more information about any of these 
commissions, email CEO@marlborough.ct.net.
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July 5th -
July 28th

Championskarate47@gmail.com

860-531-8746
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(860) 228-8512 

NOW IS THE TIME!

30 Main St. Hebron, CT 06248
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Don’t miss this opportunity, 
we have buyers ready, waiting, 
and willing to pay. Call today!

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Belltown Garden Club
Offering Scholarship

The Belltown Garden Club is offering a grad-
uating high school senior who lives in town the 
chance to apply for a $500 scholarship.

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior with preferences given 
to a student who intends to major in sciences or 
education related to the earth. Related fields of 
study will be considered. Financial need could 
be part of the decision.

Applications are available at the East Hamp-
ton High School guidance office, 15 North Ma-
ple Street. Applications are due May 15.

Kids Craft Fair
Kindness with Kids is hosting a Kids Craft 

Fair at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in East 
Hampton, located at the intersection of 
Route 66 and North Main Street, on Satur-
day, May 13, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

There will be a variety of kid crafters and 
creators, as well as a pie and gift basket sale. 
All monetary proceeds raised from this 
event will be donated to the East Hampton 
PTO.

Limited spaces are still available for kid 
crafters; email BethlehemSecretary424@
gmail.com for an application.

CCEH Spring Market
On Saturday, May 27, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 

the annual Spring Market will take place on the 
grounds of the Congregational Church of East 
Hampton at 59 Main St. 

The market will include a tag sale, plant sale, 
food, Tastefully Simple, Photos by Barbara, 
WarmFuzziesSoftHugs, Syd’s Shenanigans, 
Debby’s Sweet Treats, Vinyl Fusion, Autumn 
Olive Farm, Book Boxes, maple products from 
Rick’s Sugar Shack, and more. The Belltown 
Garden Club will also sell perennials.

Visit the downtown merchants during their 
Village Stroll from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. that day.

For more information or to reserve a vendor 
spot, call Lisa at 860-918-1170.

Lions Collecting for 
School Libraries

The East Hampton Lions Club is hoping to 
spend $2,023 for the purchase of new library 
books for both Memorial and Center schools. 
The Lions have committed to this amount if 
residents match it. Anyone who donates can re-
quest which school their donation will benefit.

Donations will be accepted through May 15. 
All titles will be selected by library media spe-
cialist Rebecca Flannery. Titles will be ordered 
this school year to be added into circulation at 
the beginning of next school year.

Checks should be made to East Hampton Li-
ons Charities. Donations are tax-deductible and 
should be mailed to: East Hampton Lions Club, 
P.O. Box 153, East Hampton, CT 06424.

Contact Tim Csere at csere4@comcast.net for 
more information.

CDHR Anniversary Event
All are invited to celebrate the sixth an-

niversary at Autumn Ridge, the farm for the 
Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue, on Sunday, 
May 21, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at the farm, lo-
cated at 113 Chestnut Hill Rd.

Admission is free. In addition to the CDHR 
horses, there will be vendors, raffles, wagon 
rides and more. There will be plenty of parking 
in the hayfield or along the street, if needed.  
This event is rain or shine.  

If you want to be a vendor, go to www.ct-
draftrescue.org/vendorform. The CDHR is 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to saving 
the lives of neglected or abused draft horses as 
well as draft horses heading to slaughter. 

For more information, visit www.ctdraftres-
cue.org, www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, or 
send an email to ctdraftrescue@aol.com.

Mark Toledo
For All Your Real Estate Needs

860-301-2339

Middle Haddam $499,900
Long Hill Estates

The Greek Revival offers a classic 1700’s look. 
Open floor plan. 1st flr office, mud room & 
upstairs laundry. Upstairs primary bedrm 
offers walk in closet & an ensuite w/soaking 

Middle Haddam $533,900
Long Hill Estates

This Expanded Colonial I offers a spacious 
& dramatic 1st flr w/ 2 story entry & double 
sided balcony overlook. Open kitchen to 
eating area & great rm, mudrm, 1st flr office 

Proud Sponsor of the Sunshine Kids 
Dedicated to Children with Cancer

Look up my Zillow reviews 
and find out firsthand what 

my clients say about me.
Search online:

“Mark Toledo Realtor
Zillow Reviews”



MarkToledo.com:

“Opportunities don’t happen, you create them.” – Chris Grosser

tub & walk in tile shower. Additional standard features include granite counters, 
hardwood flrs on1st flr, gas FP, decks, white cabinetry & so much more!

Mark Toledo 860-301-2339

& dining rm. Large windows letting the outside in. Upstairs has primary bedrm 
w/ 2 large wlk in closets, ensuite w/soaking tub, wlk in tile shower & laundry rm.

Mark Toledo 860-301-2339

HISTORIC CHARM
MODERN SENSIBILITY

LONG HILL 
ESTATES

GREEK
REVIVAL
3 Beds, 
2.5 Baths, 
Apx. 2,000 SF 

Starting At 
$499,900

COLONIAL
3-4 Beds,
2.5 Baths,
Apx. 1,920 to 
2,276 SF 

Starting At 
$492,900

EXPANDED 
COLONIAL
4 Beds, 
2.5 Baths, 
Apx. 2,200 to 
2,864 SF 

Starting At 
$533,900

MARK TOLEDO 

860-301-2339

L O N G H I L L E S T A T E . C O M

NEW 
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ARKET

5 Beautiful Home Sites Still Available!

Middle Haddam / East Hampton CT

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

MARK TOLEDO
860-301-2339

HISTORIC CHARM
MODERN SENSIBILITY

LONG HILL 
ESTATES

GREEK
REVIVAL
3 Beds, 
2.5 Baths, 
Apx. 2,000 SF 

Starting At 
$499,900

COLONIAL
3-4 Beds,
2.5 Baths,
Apx. 1,920 to 
2,276 SF 

Starting At 
$492,900

EXPANDED 
COLONIAL
4 Beds, 
2.5 Baths, 
Apx. 2,200 to 
2,864 SF 

Starting At 
$533,900

MARK TOLEDO 

860-301-2339

L O N G H I L L E S T A T E . C O M

NEW 

TO M
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109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Top Soil, Compost & Mulch
Delivery Available

Hanging Baskets, Annuals, Perennials, 
Shrubs, Flower & Veggie Plants Expanded Store 

with houseplants, 
gifts & more!

MOTHER’S DAY
Large Mixed 
Baskets &

Patio Planters

New!New!

RE5-12-23

44 Amston Road, Route 85
Colchester, CT

(860) 537-4325

Sign up for a
MONTHLY 

MEMBERSHIP PLAN 
for just the price of

a SINGLE WASH

Now 
Open!Open Mon-Sat 7:30am-7:30pm; Sun 7:30am-7:00pm

Grand Opening Special!

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 5/21/23

Sports Boosters
Golf Tournament

The East Hampton Sports Boosters’ 31st 
annual Golf Tournament will be held Tues-
day, June 27, at Blackledge Country Club. The 
Boosters support various team requests along 
with awarding two scholarships to graduating 
seniors.  

Golfing and sponsorship opportunities are 
available. To register, go to tinyurl.com/584trjty 
or call Jeff at 860-398-1263.
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“See everything, overlook 
a great deal, correct a 
little.”
--Pope John XXIIIPope John XXIII

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.
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& more

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is required 
for all programs unless noted; register at my-
activecenter.com or by contacting the center at 
860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamptonct.
gov. Senior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Masks are 
encouraged, but not required.  Visit the senior 
center online at www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 
p.m.; Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person and 
via Zoom; Cross Stitch: Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 
p.m. – all levels welcome; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 
11:15-11:45 a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 
a.m. – let the center know in advance if you plan 
to attend; Mahjongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon – 
call also to put your name on a list if interested 
in learning how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 
1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet indoors or 
via Zoom.

Movie Day: Friday, May 12, 1 p.m. Divine Se-
crets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, a tale of hilarious 
sadness set in Louisiana. Snacks provided. 

Beginners Knitting Class: Fridays, May 12 
and 19, 11 a.m. Bring yarn and needles. 

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group: Mon-
day, May 15, 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.  

Free Blood Pressure Screening: Monday, 
May 15, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Chatham Health De-

partment will sponsor this clinic. Simply stop by; 
no appointment necessary.

Baby Goats: Monday, May 15, 3 p.m. The 
goats are visiting again! 

Bracelet-Making by Wendy: Tuesday, May 
16, 10 a.m. Make a recycled button keepsake 
bracelet. All supplies provided. 

Celebrate Older Americans Month with The 
Guinea Pigs: Wednesday, May 17, 1 p.m. This is 
a Connecticut-based musical duo. 

Family Tree: Friday, May 19, 10:30 a.m. Ken 
Doney continues to help participants search for 
the history of their families. Bring your own mo-
bile device. One-on-one time will be available.

Art w/Karen: Sunday, May 21, 2-4 p.m. Karen 
Williams will take people through the beginner 
steps of creating an acrylic painting. Class cost is 
$5 for supplies. Pay Williams the day of the event.

Ageless Mindful Awareness Techniques: 
Monday, May 22, 1 p.m. Techniques engage 
in healing, self-compassion and gratitude in a 
group setting.

AARP Safe Driving Class: Friday, May 26, 
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Bring your AARP number 
if you are a member and $20 cash or check to 
reserve your seat. Fee for non-members is $25.

Trip: Stayin’ Alive at the Aqua Turf Club: See 
a tribute to the ‘70s band the Bee Gees. This day 
trip to Plantsville will be Monday, May 22. Cost 
is $116. Coffee and donuts provided upon arrival 
and a family-style lunch will be served. Call for 
more information or stop by to pick up a flyer.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged des-
ignated spot.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Oure Pleasure Singers will perform Sat-

urday, May 6, at 4 p.m.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Royal Oaks Water System Flushing
The Royal Oaks Water System will be 

flushed from Tuesday, May 16, through Thurs-
day, May 18.

The Town of East Hampton Water Depart-
ment periodically flushes its water lines to en-
sure that the valves are in good working order 
and to maintain water quality. Flushing will 
be between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Customers are asked to excuse any temporary 

drop in pressure and any possible discolor-
ation of the water during flushing operations. 
Customers are also advised to avoid using 
washing machines, dishwashers or other wa-
ter using devices during flushing operations. 

Running the cold water will help to clear 
discolored water. If discolored water or low 
pressure persists into the next day, call the wa-
ter department at 860-267-2536.

Garden Club
Plant and Tag Sale

The Middle Haddam Garden Club will hold a 
plant and tag sale at the Middle Haddam Pub-
lic Library, 2 Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam, on 
Saturday, May 13, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Sunday School: New students are welcome. 
Contact the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard for infor-
mation at jneelrichard16@gmail.com.

Diaper Drive: The Missions Team is holding 
a diaper drive to honor all mothers. Drop off 
donated diapers and Pull-Ups in sizes three and 
four in the Parish Hall.

Donations: Food items may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church. Clean re-
turnable bottles and cans go in the designated 
cans by the shed.

Church Directory: An updated directory is 

in progress. If you have not yet had your picture 
taken, see Dick Napoletano after the service.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0278 or 
contact Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-
633-0472.

Troop 8 Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 

On Sunday, May 14, the Boy Scouts of 
Troop 8 will host their annual Mother’s Day 
Breakfast at VFW Post 5095, located at 20 N. 
Maple St., from 8-11 a.m. 

The scouts will be serving eggs, bacon, 
sausage, home fries, toast, coffee and juice. 
The breakfast will cost $12/person. All pro-
ceeds from the breakfast will be used to sup-
port the scouting activities of Troop 8.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library has a new P.O. box 
number: 123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. No 
Saturday classes until summer. Cost is a $10 

drop-in fee. Register at tensummitst@gmail.
com.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experi-
enced and new players welcome. 

Spinning Fibers: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Bring 
your own wheel and fiber. All are welcome.

CommuniTea: Saturday, May 13, 10 a.m.-
noon. Take out a book and have a cup of tea. 
Coffee drinkers welcome.

Small Stream Presentation: Friday, May 19, 
7 p.m. Rowan Lytle will talk about small-mouth 
bass fishing.

Mother’s Day
Pop-Up Boutique

On Saturday, May 13, the Congregation-
al Church of East Hampton, located at 59 
Main St., will hold a Mother’s Day Pop-Up 
Boutique from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Featured will be gifts, Kids Buy for Mom 
Store, gift basket raffle, Rada cutlery, cof-
feecake sale, and photo booth. There will 
be free mini muffins and lemonade for all 
who attend.

80 East High Street, Route 66
East Hampton

We Rent Tractors, 
Skidsteers, and
Mini Excavators

860-267-7222

Start your summer projects 
with an equipment rental 

from Belltown!

Car Rentals
starting at just $42/day
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424
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BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

NOW SERVICING & INSTALLING
A/C SYSTEMS!

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Dick’s Barber Shop
Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE2-25-22

Bright Future for Bellringers Softball 

East Hampton pitcher Allison Jacobsen has been solid in her first season on the 
mound. Jacobsen and shortstop Olivia DeMartino (background) are part of a large, 
talented group of sophomores that are playing major roles for the Bellringers this 
spring. 

By Josh Howard
To describe East Hampton High School’s soft-

ball team as young would be an understatement.
The Bellringers do not have a senior that has 

played this season and eight of the nine starters 
are either freshmen or sophomores.

Despite an inexperienced group on the field, 
East Hampton head coach Erin Jump said her 
team has battled like a seasoned squad in every 
game this spring.  

“I am proud of them for sticking together,” 
added Jump. “We have had plenty of times where 
we’ve only had nine players and sometimes I’m 
just hoping we have nine to play a game.”     

Even with a learning curve and uncertainty at 
times, the Bellringers began the season smolder-
ing hot by winning four of five games.

But a current seven-game slide has them 
searching for answers.  

On May 3, the Bellringers dropped their fifth 
in a row, losing to Cromwell 9-1 at East Hamp-
ton High School. 

The visiting Panthers came out of the gate 
swinging for the fences, scoring four runs in the 
first inning and adding five more in the sixth to 
cement the win. 

“Even though we let things get away from us 
sometimes, [the players] stick with it and work 
well together,” Jump said of the growing pains. 
“They try and work through everything they 
can. We have to stay positive, because some-
times they get down and it’s hard to get out of it.”

Shortstop Olivia DeMartino provided the 
only offense for the Bellringers, cranking an 
inside-the-park home run in the first inning 
when she blasted a shot to deep center field off 
of Cromwell’s all-state pitcher Lily Kenney.

The May results haven’t been ideal, but they 
only have to look back to April to find positives. 

They started the season with a pair of impres-
sive conference wins, defeating Valley Regional 
and Cromwell — the defending Class S state 
champs. 

In the April win at Cromwell, sophomore Em-

ily Jovel singled to drive in DeMartino for the 
go-ahead run in the eighth inning and sopho-
more pitcher Allison Jacobsen retired the side in 
extras to seal a 2-1 win in eight innings.

Jacobsen, who played in the field last spring, 
has shifted over to the hill and assumed the 
team’s ace role this year. 

Jump said that Jacobsen worked extremely 
hard in the offseason to prepare for her new role, 
saying her transformation has helped solidify 
the position. 

“I am proud of her. She has stepped up and 
done great things on the mound this year,” Jump 
added. “The strides she has made just in her 
pitching abilities and her ability to move the ball 
around has kept up in a lot of games.”

Captaining the team are the team’s oldest 
players in juniors Madison Reola and Makayla 
Wolf. Jump said her junior duo has helped keep 
the group’s morale up during the struggles. 

DeMartino and Jovel, both sophomores, have 
done the most damage from the plate, each driv-
ing in 17 runs through the first 10 games. 

Following an all-conference season as a fresh-
man, DeMartino has taken her game to another 
level this spring, also leading the team in hits 
and runs.   

Jump praised DeMartino for her adaptability, 
saying she is gifted enough to play anywhere on 
the field and added that she is one of the most 
“talented” and “coachable” players that she has 
had in her six years leading the program.

The team is finishing up a three-game road 
trip that started with an 11-5 loss to Morgan on 
Monday. They will return to East Hampton High 
School tonight (May 12) for a rematch with 
Morgan in an important Shoreline Conference 
clash. First pitch is 4 p.m. 

The home conference game is part of five 
games in seven nights, with four of those games 
at EHHS. The handful of games will determine a 
spot in the state tournament. 

Jump said she likes how the team has played 
in the field, but stated that they need to be more 
consistent offensively, adding, “We need to be 

more confident at the plate. That is also part 
of youth, but they’re getting there and they are 
coming along.” 

Win or lose, Jump said the experience the 
group has gained this year will pay major divi-

dend over the next two seasons.  
“They are a very tight-knit group. They mesh 

together so well and everyone gets along,” stated 
Jump. “They lift each other up and that’s one of 
the best things you can have in a team.”

Postal Food Drive 
On Saturday, May 13, mail carriers in East 

Hampton will conduct their annual food 
drive to help replenish the local food bank 
shelves. 

Donations can be left at your mailbox or 
brought to the Post Office lobby. It would be 
helpful to put items out early our carriers 
will be assisted by volunteers. 

Donations should have current use-by 
dates.

Road Closure
The East Hampton Volunteer Fire De-

partment will conduct its mandatory pres-
sure testing of all fire hoses Wednesday, May 
17, weather permitting. An annual certifica-
tion requirement, this testing will be con-
ducted in the area of the Fire Department’s 
Pump House at the western end of Walnut 
Avenue.

As a result, Walnut Avenue will be closed 
to through traffic between Main and Wa-
trous streets between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Resi-
dents are advised to utilize alternate routes.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. 

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn to 
help explain the meaning of the message topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities about God’s love are offered for 
kids in the Fellowship Hall during the worship 
service. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are always 
welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Book of 
Revelation.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. The church 
website is at www.hncovenantchurch.org.

Pollinator
Pathway Meeting

There will be a Pollinator Pathway meeting in 
the Haddam Neck Firehouse Wednesday, May 
17, at 6:30 p.m. Cooking and use of herbs will 
be a primary topic. All are welcome. 

For more information, contact Mary Ann 
Buckley at malbuckley@aol.com. 

EHHS Botany Plant Sale
The East Hampton High School botany plant 

sale will be held Saturday, May 13, from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., in the greenhouse in front of the High school.

A variety of annuals, perennials, sunflowers, 
and vegetable garden plants will be available for 
sale, all grown by the students.  Varieties include 
dahlias, purple cone flowers, cosmos, delphinium, 
verbena, Shasta daisy, sweet pepper, aster powder 
puff, hot peppers, large leaf basil, cherry peppers, 
gaillardia, monarda tomatoes, cilantro, rosemary, 
eggplant, pink brandy wine tomatoes, four o’clock, 
cucumber,  large red cherry tomato, Mexican sun-
flower, broccoli, scarlet poppy, beefsteak tomato, 
lilliput zinnias, marigold, red salad bowl, lettuce, 
buttercrunch lettuce, Brussels sprouts, crackerjack 
marigolds, lavender, catnip, sage, thyme, parsley, 
cilantro and more.

Bring along a box to fill and remember to bring 
any plant trays or pots you would like to donate 
for reuse.

No Services at Haddam 
Neck Congregational

During May, Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church members will worship at the 2nd Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam, 52 
Middle Haddam Rd., Middle Haddam. All are 
invited to the 10 a.m. service there.

No worship services will be held at Haddam 
Neck Congregational during May.

Visit www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.
org for information and upcoming events. 
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of birds including chickadees, goldfinch, titmice, nut-
hatches and woodpeckers. 

Petunias look great in hanging baskets as they 
send out cascades of trumpet-shaped blossoms. They 
bloom all season long if you deadhead (remove spent 
flowers) them regularly. Hummingbirds will often 
visit because of their trumpet shaped flowers. The an-
nual Marguerite Daisy draws both moths and beetles 
and African or Cape Daisies are a big hit with bees 
and butterflies. Annual salvia is an easy-care, long-
blooming plant that shows off beautiful flowers loved 
by bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. They come in 
red, blue, purple, pink, salmon, & white color. Calen-
dula, also known as “pot marigold” is notorious for 
being a bee magnet and comes in assorted shades of 
yellow and orange. Gaillardia is a flower that you can 
count on to bloom from spring straight into fall. 

All season long, the flowers just keep right on com-
ing. Petunia excreta, a non-hybridized red petunia, 
is favored by hummingbirds. Cardinal Climber vine 
and Scarlet Runner Beans are also great vines for 
these tiny birds. So keep in mind that we may only 
enjoy them for one season but they provide a valuable 
service to our pollinators.

Michele Sinkez
Hebron Pollinator Pathway

Grants Received
To the Editor:

The Hebron Historical Society has been awarded 
two grants which provide professional services vital 
to helping us improve our small organization. 

 The Collections Assessment Grant, managed by 
Conservation ConneCTion, allowed a collections re-
view by an archivist who furnished a detailed report 
for proper cataloguing and storage techniques. We are 
in the process of implementing these improvements.

Support for this grant is through a partnership of 
the Connecticut Heritage Foundation and the Con-
necticut State Library with funding from the Con-
necticut DECD.

The Museum Makeover Grant, a program of Con-

Bleeding Control Stations?
To the Editor:

Texas HB 1147 section 1, subsection D, instruc-
tion for the use of a bleeding control station will be 
offered annually to students enrolled in grade three 
or higher. Contents as follows: tourniquets (studies 
demonstrate Gen 7 tourniquets work well on small 
limbs) approved for use in battlefield trauma care 
by the armed forces of the United States, chest seals, 
compression bandages, space emergency blankets, 
latex-free gloves, markers, scissors and instructional 
documents developed by the American College of 
Surgeons or the United States Department of Home-
land Security detailing methods to prevent blood loss 
following a traumatic event.

Will the training for the third-graders be under 
real-world conditions – watch the life drain out of 
their classmate or teacher as they try to apply a tour-
niquet, chest seal, or compression bandage while real 
weapons using real bullets hit them, their classmates 
and teacher, blood pooling on the floor – or standard 
classroom teaching: step by step, no bullets, no confu-
sion, no chaos? Applying Narcan this is not.

Maybe if the amount of energy put into telling 

Nonconformity
To the Editor:

Not to detract from Annie Steinbrecher’s debt 
ceiling point, but the quote about 25% of our debt 
coming during Trump’s budgets needs context. As 
Obama’s budgets ended, 42% of all debt had been in-
curred during his two terms; for Bush Jr., it was 50% 
in two; for Clinton, 24% in two; for Bush Sr., 35% in 
one; for Reagan, 65% in two; for Carter, 30% in one. 
Clinton was the only one far better than Trump; Bush 
Sr. and Reagan were far worse.

Regarding our nonconformist, Sam Prentice says 
he always “performs my own due diligence on the 
information I seek and receive.” This from someone 
who lamely attempts to rebut established climate sci-
ence by invoking charlatan Tony Heller? This from 
someone who – recycling stories from Fox News, The 
Daily Caller, and the New York Post – claims his in-
dependent Clinton Foundation research reaches the 
exact conclusion they did, and clings to it even as it’s 
demolished by experts?

Think of the folderol about critical race theory. In 
2020, the entire “do your own research” posse simul-
taneously did their own research about a discipline 
unchallenged since its 1975 introduction, and amaz-
ingly reached identical conclusions... unrelated of 
course to Fox’s incessant hype. Totally coincidental 
independent investigations by these nonconformists 
made them all write anti-CRT letters to the Rivereast.

Choosing lesser-known and less-respected sources 
of information is not independent research. Acting 
just like everyone else in the smaller crowd is not 
nonconformity.

Note, Scientific American does not practice science 
but explains and popularizes science. Just like Nation-
al Geographic describing but not practicing anthro-
pology, or People reporting on performers but not 
performing itself. Also, I’m curious: If “Leftist Demo-
crats are the most destructive and devastating forces 
in the world,” where do leftist Independents, centrist 
Democrats and MAGA Republicans fall on the scale?

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

See Story, page 25

Prison Boys
To the Editor:

“The leaders of the Proud Boys and the Oath Keep-
ers have been convicted of seditious conspiracy. Our 
work will continue.” -Merrick Garland

Four Proud Boys, Enrique Tarrio, Joe Biggs, Zach-
ary Rehl and Ethan Nordean, have been found guilty 
of seditious conspiracy. Defense attorneys for Tarrio 
had blamed former President Donald Trump for in-
citing the riot. A fifth defendant, Dominic Pezzola, 
was acquitted of seditious conspiracy but convicted 
of numerous felonies for his own role in the attack 
— which included igniting the breach of the Capitol 
itself when he smashed a Senate window with a riot 
shield. 

8 U.S. Code § 2384 - Seditious conspiracy says that 
if two or more persons in any state or territory, or in 
any place subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States, conspire to overthrow, put down, or to destroy 
by force the government of the United States, or to 
levy war against them, or to oppose by force the au-
thority thereof, or by force to prevent, hinder, or de-
lay the execution of any law of the United States, or 
by force to seize, take, or possess any property of the 
United States contrary to the authority thereof, they 
shall each be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than twenty years, or both. (FBI.gov, CBS, NBC, 
law.cornell.edu)

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

what an 8-year-old child that is not yours could not 
read were put into making sure that the parents of 
that 8-year-old didn’t have to worry about that same 
8-year-old going to school and getting shot.

The inaugural Right to Read Day was Monday, 
April 24. The same day the American Library As-
sociation released its list of the 13 most-challenged 
books of 2022. The next Banned Book Week is Oct. 
1-7, 2023. Visit a library or bookstore, get one of the 
books on the list and broaden your mind!

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover

servation ConneCTion and Connecticut League of 
History Organizations, will direct us in creating a 
dedicated storage/workspace allowing safe and orga-
nized storage. A Curator has toured our space in Old 
Town Hall and we will utilize a forthcoming report to 
plan a dedicated storage area. Funding for the stor-
age will be provided by Ct Cultural Fund through CT 
Humanities.

 Preservation of Hebron’s past is important to the 
Hebron Historical Society. Advice from these dedi-
cated professionals will assist us in keeping the his-
tory of Hebron and its artifacts safe for future genera-
tions.

Please check hebronhistoricalsociety.org for past 
projects and programs. Stop in and check us out when 
the door is open this summer.

Thank you for your support,
The Hebron Historical Society

‘Running for Brews’
is Back

‘Running for Brews’ is back for the season. 
The runners meet every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
at Dexter’s Tunes, Tales and Ales (91 Main St.) 
and run a 5K – or whatever distance they want 
– on the Air Line Trail. 

After the run, folks return to Dexter’s for a 
cold brew (or water or whatever you need to 
quench your thirst), conversation and live mu-
sic.

Contact Greg Jones for more details at jone-
sinthrulife@gmail.com or text 860-966-7179.

EV Owners Sought for 
Electric Car Show

The East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force 
(CETF) is hoping for even more electric and 
hybrid vehicles on display at this year’s Electric 
Car Show on Saturday, June 3, from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m., at East Hampton High School, 15 North 
Maple St. Rain date is June 4.

More and more people want to know what it 
is like driving electric, the CETF said, adding 
that no one is better than experienced owners 
to help answer their questions. 

Owner registration is fast and free. Go to 
www.tinyurl.com/ehcarshow and complete the 
online registration. 

‘Hope Resides Here’ Encore

OHD Parade to Honor Fire Department
On Saturday, July 8, the Old Home Day Pa-

rade honors the men and women of the East 
Hampton Fire Department and its 100-Year 
Anniversary. Several area firetrucks of all sizes 
and sounds are expected for the parade. 

All local businesses, organizations, groups, 
clubs and teams are invited to participate in 
the parade. If you are designing a parade dis-
play, please consider these themes: “100 Years 
of Service – Thank You East Hampton Fire 
Department!”; “Local Recognition – Did a 

citizen or group in East Hampton recently re-
ceive an award or recognition for their recent 
contribution to their school, town, state or 
country?”; or “The Power of Education – How 
can your display educate spectators?”

If interested in participating, fill out the Pa-
rade Request Form online at www.ehohd.org. 
For more information, contact Bo Tinson, 
parade chair, at 860-414-9712 or RLTinson@
gmail.com.

Sign Up this Spring for Lake-Smart Evaluation
With spring here, folks are invited to have 

their lake or watershed property evaluated to 
see what improvements they can make to their 
property in order to have a cleaner Lake Poco-
topaug. People might also qualify for the Lake 
Smart Award that is given by the East Hampton 
Conservation and Lake Commission (C&LC).

The purpose of the program is to encourage 
property owners to improve the quality of Lake 
Pocotopaug by doing projects to prevent infil-
tration of phosphates, nitrates, pesticides, and 

other impurities from entering the lake. Those 
that achieve seven requirements will receive 
a Lake-Smart Award sign they can display on 
their property. 

For more information or to be evaluated for 
the award, contact Jeremy Hall of the Parks 
& Recreation Department (860-267-7300 or 
jhall@easthamptonct.gov) or Jeremy DeCarli of 
the Planning & Zoning Dept. (860-267-7450 or 
jdecarli@easthamptonct.gov), or any members 
of the C&LC. 

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations

Town-Wide Tag Sale
The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) will 

sponsor the Town-Wide Tag Sale Saturday, June 
17. 

Applications will be available at East Hamp-
ton Public Library and the town clerk’s office in 
the new Town Hall building. Free maps will be 
handed out the day of the sale showing all the 
participants who are supporting CHS. 

For more information, call Debbie Day at 
860-267-4732.

Perennial Plant Sale
Belltown Garden Club will hold its annual 

Perennial Plant Sale in conjunction with the 
East Hampton Congregational Church’s Open 
Air Market Saturday, May 27. 

There will be a variety of perennial plants as 
usual, dug from local gardens. 

The Plant Sale will officially be from 9 a.m.-
noon, although the club will be there after noon 
to clean up, so if you want to purchase anything, 
you’re still welcome to stop by. 

For more information, text Hollye Thomas 
at 860-986-1240. Additionally, any nonprofit 
or community group that would like to be con-
tacted at the end of the sale for leftover plants 
should text Thomas as well.

Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-
nual fall tag sale – Epoch’s biggest fundraiser – 
every second and fourth Saturday of the month, 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Do not drop donations off 
at any other time, and do not leave donations 
outside our building. You will only be able to 
drop off donations if somebody is there to ac-
cept them. 

Items not accepted for the sale include: com-
puters and any accessories including monitors, 
printers, keyboards and mouses; televisions; 
child car seats, cribs, mattresses, bed frames, 
couches, encyclopedias, textbooks, large exer-
cise machines, old-style phones and cell phones, 
and large sofa chairs.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church will hold 
the music worship event “Hope Resides Here” 
again on Sunday, May 21, at 9 a.m., due to the 
overwhelming response to the April perfor-
mance. 

The church invites the community to this cel-
ebration of Jesus’ love through contemporary 
music. The Vocal Choir will be accompanied 
by June Ingraham on violin, Matt Seymore on 

drums, Frank Natter and Wayne Visintainer on 
guitars, and Jan Ulanowicz on keyboard. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located 
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., the road to the fair-
grounds. Visit www.hncovenantchurch.org for 
more information.

Budget Referendum
Location Change

The location of voting for the budget ref-
erendum is now Town Hall. 

Voters will enter through the front door 
of the building and proceed to the commu-
nity room. Signs will be posted. Curbside 
voting will be available at the entrance on 
the left side of the building.

Free Paper-Shredding
The Lower Connecticut River Valley Council 

of Governments (RiverCOG) is holding a resi-
dential paper shredding event on Saturday, May 
13, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the East Hampton Wa-
ter Pollution Control Authority, 20 Gildersleeve 
Drive, East Hampton. 

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes East Hampton and 
Portland. Visit www.rivercog.org/household-
hazardous-waste for more information.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, has 

announced the following. Registration required 
unless noted; to register, or for full program de-
scriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us at east-
hamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Facebook  at 
facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

Friends of the Library: Booksale Donation 
Dropoff Begins: Saturday, May 27, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. This is the first day to drop off gently used 
book donations at the library. Books must be in 
good condition, free of mold, stains or smells. 
The book sale will then take place June 9 and 10. 
The sale is sponsored by Friends of the Library.

Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children ages 
18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: Wednes-
days at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, Mindful 
Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Held in the 
library community room. For ages 18 months 
and up; siblings welcome, Baby Rhyme Time: 
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For children ages 0-18 
months and their caregivers. Held in the library 
community room.

Family Story Time: Saturday, May 20, 10:30 
a.m., for ages 3-5. There will be songs, dancing, 
and stories. Siblings welcome.

Hatch the Chicken!: Through a partnership 
with Hatch the Chicken, the library is incubat-
ing seven live chicken eggs. Stop by to see them 
and hopefully catch a glimpse of them hatching 
sometime around May 23. Then visit the baby 
chicks before they go back to the farm on June 6.  

DIY Days – Kinetic Sand: Saturday, May 27, 

11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in grades 
K-8 are invited to create a different toy, game, or 
treat together. No registration required; just drop 
in. Available while supplies last.

Yoga for Gratitude: Grades 1-5: Monday, 
May 22, 4:30-5:30 p.m. There will be meditation, 
yoga poses, and a creative activity to help practice 
gratitude. 

Teen Programs: Pre-Teen Advisory Board: 
Tuesday, May 16, 4:30-5:30 p.m., for grades 6-8. 
Earn community service hours. New members 
always welcome. Register online or drop in.  

Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, May 16, 5:30-
6:30 p.m., for grades 9-12. Plan and create events 
and programs you want, and provide input to ex-
pand the library’s YA/Teen collection. Earn com-
munity service hours. New members are always 
welcome. Register online or drop in.

Teen Paint Night: Wednesday, May 17, 6 p.m., 
for grades 6-12. Supplies are limited. 

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Saturday, May 
20, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. All skill levels 
welcome.

Adult Programs: Book Club: Tuesday, May 
16, 6:30 p.m. Eight Perfect Murders by Peter Swan-
son will be discussed. Copies of the month’s book 
are available for checkout at the circulation desk. 

Belltown Book Blast: Friday, May 19, 10 a.m. 
There will be coffee or tea and bookish banter. No 
registration needed; just drop in.  

Backyard Chickens with Mark Gostkiewicz: 
Tuesday, May 23, 6:30 p.m.  Learn everything 
you need to know to start and maintain a happy, 
healthy flock of chickens, all while using sustain-
able and organic practices.   
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From the State Legislators’ Desk…
House Republicans Unveil Biennial Budget Proposal

On Tuesday, May 2, Connecticut House Republicans released a balanced budget proposal 
that provides more than $1 billion in broad-based tax relief to Connecticut residents while also 
making historic investments in education and providing more funding for nonprofit providers. 
The proposed budget has received praise from four local eastern Connecticut legislators who 
are hopeful that this budget would ease some of the additional burden inflation has created for 
local families.

“Each session, we hear so often how expensive it is to live and do business in Connecticut. 
With that said, I am very supportive of this budget that will offer our residents much-needed tax 
relief,” said state Rep. Irene Haines (R-34). “I am pleased to see some key points in this budget 
that support students, parents, and educators. These investments in education are important for 
our residents, and I am hoping that these policies are included when we vote on a budget later 
in the session.”

The two-year $51.9 billion plan from House Republicans constrains overall spending growth 
in the general fund to less than zero percent in FY24 and 2.5% in FY25. The Republican plan 
offers $1.16 billion in tax relief through a variety of means, including a retroactive structural 
middle-class income tax cut with additional relief for seniors and, for the first time, a state child 
tax deduction for everyone at a rate of $2,000 per child.

“Almost daily I hear about how costs are rising and families need to prioritize spending. This 
proposal does just that – it is a balanced budget, with significant funding dedicated to our stu-
dents and to key social service providers.  Our budget contains meaningful financial relief that 
residents and businesses can count on,” said state Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32).

“Connecticut residents need relief as inflation, along with our gas prices are continuing to 
soar,” said state Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48). “This budget is a step in the right direction offering 
tax relief to hard-working families across Connecticut. I am very supportive of the investments 
in education, funding for victim and child advocacy offices, along with many other points that 
are found within this budget.”

“I’m pleased that the House Republican budget proposal presents more ways to return tax 
dollars to the hard-working residents of this state, many of which are in desperate need of this 
type of relief,” state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) said. “In order to provide a more balanced and 
responsible proposal the people of Connecticut can be proud of it takes give and take from all 
parties involved. The best results for the residents of Connecticut come from a bipartisan effort.  
It’s my hope that all of my colleagues sit down with one another as they did a few short years 
ago and do just that.” 

The Republican budget meets the challenge of funding core government services, and in sev-
eral cases spends more in key areas than Democrats. That includes a $290 million investment 
in local education funding that provides fully funded special education grants (more than $50 
million) for the first time. The budget matches Democratic-level funding for colleges and uni-
versities but also installs new reporting requirements for both the UConn and CSCU systems. 
The plan also provides a 2.5 percent increase for nonprofit service providers.

The 2023 Legislative Session adjourns on June 7, 2023.
Summary of Republican Budget & Policy Points

Tax Relief for Connecticut Residents ($200 million more than Governor or legislative Dem-
ocrats)

Adopt but enhance Governor’s income tax cut proposal by using one-time $300 million of 
FY23 surplus to make it retroactive to January 2023. Removes benefit from top 1% earners.

Create first-ever state child tax deduction for everyone, $2,000 deduction per child.
Help job creators by restoring pass-through entity tax credit to 93.01%.
Eliminate Highway Use Tax on trucks.
Establish phase-out threshold for state tax on retirement income.
Eliminates sales tax on children’s clothing under $100.

Supporting Students, Parents, Educators
Invests $290 million in education, including $214 million to implement components of H.B. 

5003, $20 million to hold harmless towns that would have seen an ECS decrease; fully funds 
special education grants ($50 million); funds Danbury charter school ($4 million)

Expands support for Care4Kids program ($60 million)
Increases minority teacher scholarship funding by $1 million
Meets Democrats’ funding level on higher education, but requires oversight
Increase parent representation on State BOE and Parent Cabinet

General Government
Increases funding for nonprofit social service providers by 2.5 percent ($100 million)
Fully funds effort to eliminate DSS waitlist
Save $200 million by reducing number of budgeted but unfilled positions across state govern-

ment
Increases investment in gun violence prevention programs
Increases current services funding for rail and bus
Eliminates proposed messaging program for inmates, saves taxpayers $3.5 million
Enhanced 2-1-1 crisis services for housing and homelessness ($2.4 million)
Reinstate Transportation Strategy Board to review investments and recommend savings
Increases pay for assigned counsel in public defender cases ($23 million)
Expands GPS monitoring for domestic violence offenders ($6 million)
Increases funding to Women’s Business Development Council to almost $1 million
Invests in firefighter training, creates $1 million support fund for families of fallen officers
Doubles what Democrats provided for senior meals funding to $3 million
 Greater detail is at taxreliefbudget.com.

State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32)
State Rep. Irene Haines (R-34)

State Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48)
State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55)

Standout Athletes
of the Week

RHAM senior Carson Waddell has been 
outstanding on the links this spring, recently 
posting a four-under to earn the medalist dur-
ing a victory over Tolland. 

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 

for the week of May 1 -7:
Carson Waddell – RHAM High School 

(Golf): Waddell shot a blistering (-4) 32 to fin-
ish as the medalist during the Raptors victory 
over Tolland (144-160) on April 24. Waddell, a 
senior, shot birdies on holes one, three, six, and 
seven –– parring the other five holes –– to fin-
ish four-under on the Gilead Highlands Course 
at Blackledge Country Club. The following day, 
Waddell again shot a course-best (+1) 34 as 
RHAM downed E.O. Smith (141-170) at The 
Windham Club. 

Ryan LaPila – Portland High School (Base-
ball): LaPila drove in a season-high four runs as 
the Highlanders defeated Coginchaug Regional 
7-5 on May 5. LaPila, a junior, connected on a 
pair of hits as the Highlanders scattered 11 hits 
as a team. Freshman Aaron Ciarleglio crossed 
home plate twice to lead Portland in runs 
scored, while Harrison Collins, Josh Hanna, 
Gerry Hall, Austin Vess, and Allen Cohen each 
scored once. The win over Coginchaug was the 
Highlanders second in three games, also beat-
ing Hale Ray on May 1 behind three hits and 
three RBIs from Hanna. 

Chelsea Woods – East Hampton High 
School (Golf): Woods, a junior, shot a (+4) 40 
on the back nine at Black Birch Golf Club in 
East Haddam to lead East Hampton to a victory 
over Hale Ray (190-194) on May 5. Woods, the 
Bellringers top-seeded golfer, shot par on the fi-
nal four holes and got help from senior Brodie 
Babcock, who shot a 46 to help secure the vic-
tory. East Hampton will return to Black Birch 
Golf Club to take on Cromwell on Tuesday, May 
16, at 3 p.m.

Josh Ambrose – Bacon Academy (Baseball): 
Ambrose pitched a complete-game shutout, 
striking out nine during Bacon Academy’s 6-0 

win over Montville on May 6, earning the team 
their eight win and qualifying them for the 
Class M state tournament. The victory ended 
a perfect three-win week for the Bobcats, who 
also beat Waterford on May 3 and Fitch on May 
4. In a 5-3 win over Waterford, Ambrose earned 
the save from the mound and James Chiaverni 
drove in two runs on a double in the third in-
ning to put the Bobcats up 5-0. In a 7-4 win over 
Fitch, Steven Laliberte had a double to drive in 
a pair of runs.

To nominate someone as an Athlete of the 
Week or with sports-related comments, email 
joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 

Safe Swimming Tips
To the Editor:

Marlborough’s Lake Advisory Commission wishes 
everyone a fun and safe summer! Here are safety tips 
for swimming at Lake Terramuggus.

Keep an eye on friends and family. Drowning can 
occur in as little as 20 seconds for children and 60 
seconds for an adult. It’s known as the “silent killer” 
because most victims slip beneath the water without 
a sound.

Learn to swim! Parks and Recreation offers lessons 
each summer. Visit the town’s website for details.

Swim in designated swim areas. They are marked 
and typically have lifeguards.

Swim near the shore. Drowning most often occurs 
within 10 feet of safety and 50 feet from shore.

Never swim alone. Let others know your plans.
Make sure children are supervised at all times.
Don’t attempt to swim if tired, cold or overheated.
Inexperienced swimmers should wear U.S. Coast 

Guard approved life jackets.
Before diving, inspect the depth of the water to en-

sure it’s deep enough.
Carefully monitor weather conditions. Avoid being 

in the water during storms, fog or high winds.
Learn to help drowning victims without entering 

the water. Practice the “Reach or Throw, Don’t Go” 
method.

Learn to perform CPR. In an emergency, always 
call 911.

Swimming and alcohol or drugs can be a deadly 
combination.

Know your swimming ability and endurance – 
swimming to the raft, or across the lake IS further 
than it looks.

No horseplay on the rafts.
Avoid weeds in which you could become entan-

gled.
While boats or paddlers shouldn’t be in swim ar-

eas, look out for them.
It’s fun swimming in the lake and seeing other lake 

life. You may see fish, turtles, waterfowl, birds and 
other lake creatures.

Please don’t feed ducks or geese! This causes high 
bacteria levels in our lake.

Jane Boston, Member
Lake Advisory Commission

Marlborough
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Pay Attention; Vote No!
To the Editor:

You all need to pay attention! While you are hard 
at work toiling away every day, the boards of educa-
tion are hard at work picking your pocket. Did you 
notice RHAM’s budget passed and we hardly noticed? 
Hebron knew there was a problem with that budget. 
Are they really going to get a grand piano?

Let’s not let Andover Board of Education get away 
with wasting your money!

When you have a boundary concern do you hire 
a lawyer to figure it out? Or do you walk over to the 
town and settle it as neighbors who care about each 
other? If you’re Andover BOE you have the luxury of 
spending $16,000 of taxpayer money to create a battle 
over nothing! And that’s not even the entire bill. The 
boundary dispute is settled and we’re stuck paying the 
bill!! And this amount is in next year’s budget also! 
Why? What do they have against our seniors in town? 

Don’t they realize they could be one someday? Oh, 
wait the person running the show doesn’t even live 
in Andover. Did you know our superintendent makes 
$80,000 and only works 2 days/week? No wonder she 
has time to go to all these senior functions to butter 
them up and then turn around and fight against them.

Wake up Andover! What do you think of a school 
that continues to add things in their budget they don’t 
need? Look at expenditures as of April 1 and you’ll 
see what they didn’t need. Plenty! Remember the day 
when the town would get money back when they 
didn’t need it all? 

You voted to bifurcate the budgets. All you need is 
to do is vote ‘no’ on May 16.

Marcie Miner – Andover

Tucker Carlson Fanboys
To the Editor:

Last week our Tucker Carlson fanboys let off a lot 
of steam. Their rants were ‘News of the Weird’ wor-
thy. Sam Prentice said he stopped watching Fox News 
three years ago because he saw “they were abandon-
ing their loyal base in order to futilely curry favor 
from leftists.” Could Prentice share one example 
of why he considers Fox News too left-leaning? Or 
where he now gets his ultra-conservative opinions? Is 
it QAnon? Newsmax? OAN? The Daily Wire? When 
I shared my multiple science and media sources he 
belittled only one of them, Scientific American as “one 
of the most pathetic excuses for science.” Could Pren-
tice state a single example to support his conclusion? 
Probably not. His default setting is to blow out gen-
eralized accusations and leave them hanging without 
evidence. It’s his personal self-therapy regimen, leav-
ing Rivereast readers stuck like unfortunate apart-
ment dwellers with noisy renters on the floor above.

Then there’s Michael Chotkowski lamenting the 
wealth of President Biden ($8 million fortune) and 
Barack and Michelle Obama ($40 million). But no 
mention of Trump’s $2,500 million fortune, or G.W. 
Bush’s $40 million – or Republican Senators Rick 
Scott ($300 million), Mitt Romney ($175 million), 
Mike Braun ($137 million), John Hoeven ($47 mil-
lion), etc. Typical Tucker Carlson fanboy ploy; keep 
harping on things Democratic and never look at any-
thing Republican, though it be magnitudes worse.

Next up, Trumpist Peter Kushkowski attacked 
President Biden for “groping his way on podiums”. A 
poor choice of words as Trump, our former ‘Groper 
in Chief ’ currently deals with multiple rape and sex-
ual harassment court cases. Groping women is the 
sordid criminal act.

Curious how far-right distractors will handle 
Tucker Carlson’s ’how white men fight’ embarrass-
ment, or SCOTUS Clarence Thomas mining his bil-
lionaire friend to secretly pay for his grandnephews 
elite private schooling.

Edmund Smith – Andover

Death by 1,000 Cuts
To the Editor:

In the past three months, the first selectman has 
used his position to begin his “Death by 1000 Cuts” 
campaign. He abuses his power to goad and attack 
Democrats with misinformation at public meetings, 
in the newspaper, in email blasts and on Facebook. 
He has attacked the following individuals:

Gayle Furman, Town Clerk – Democrat
Michele Wyatt, Tax Collector – Democrat
Stephen Coyle, Sewer and Water Commission vol-

unteer– Democrat
Mike Egan, Board of Finance – Democrat
Mike Hayes, Board of Finance – Democrat
Rosemary Coyle, Board of Selectmen – Democrat
Denise Turner, Board of Selectmen – Democrat
Michelle Millington, Board of Education – Demo-

crat
Do you see a pattern here? 
You can watch him explain his campaign strategy 

to the Trump Freedom movement on YouTube at ti-
nyurl.com/frb9fnwp.

Monica C. Swyden, Chair
Colchester Democratic Town Committee

Twisted a Serious Comment
To the Editor:

In their annual battle for an ever-expanding educa-
tion budget, the current BOE chairwoman and other 
education “advocates” have taken a serious comment 
and twisted it. As the BOF reviewed the upcoming 
budget requests, we discussed the number of reading 
and math specialists employed and the poor reading 
and math scores. At that point, I commented that 
teachers needed to do their job.

Yes, they need to reverse the trend of declining test 
scores and improve our students’ skills. We are count-
ing on them. Our kids are depending on them. 

Why are some education “advocates” more inter-
ested in personal attacks than with the troubling test 
scores? Maybe it’s time for them to do their jobs.

Richard Brown – East Hampton
Note: Dr. Brown is a member of the East Hampton 

Board of Finance but said he is writing as a “concerned 
parent and taxpayer.”

$Letters cont. from page 25
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Rivereast at the Grand Canyon… The Agosta family of Portland recently visited the 
Grand Canyon – and brought the Rivereast! Pictured are Emma, Jen, Rich and Ella.

NASA News… Lee Hart and Charles Bayha from Portland recently visited the NASA 
Kennedy Space Center in Merritt Island, Fla.

At the Boardwalk… Greetings from along the ocean and boardwalk in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. Here is Sam Gray, 11, of East Hampton!

When Irish Eyes are Smiling… Arnie and Jeanne Bishop brought the Rivereast to 
the rope bridge on the tiny island of Carrick-a-Rede in Northern Ireland.  Newfound 
friends are behind them!
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308

Community Playground Day, Laundry Detergent Drive
The PEP group sponsored by the Collabora-

tive for Colchester’s Children (C3) is hosting 
a Community Playground Day and Laundry 
Detergent Drive. 

All are invited to see the new playground at 
the Colchester Rec Plex at 297 Old Hebron Rd 

on Friday, May 19, from 4-7 p.m., and donate 
laundry soap to Colchester Youth and Social 
Services. This has been identified as a high-
need item. 

Rain date is Friday, June 2, also from 4-7 
p.m. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.
gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 

Monday, May 15: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
no Exercise with Anne or Sittercize today; 10 
a.m., Pet Therapy; 10:30 a.m., Coffee with CoA 
(Aging Unbound); 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 
p.m., Mahjongg; 12:45 p.m., Setback; 1 p.m., 
Bridge.

Tuesday, May 16: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Book Club; 12:30 
p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo.

Wednesday, May 17: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit; 11 a.m., Simply the Zest – Mother’s 
Day Luncheon; 1:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming 1; 
2 p.m., Cardio Drumming 2.

Thursday, May 18: 9 a.m., Exercise with 

Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; noon, Chair Massage; noon-3:30 p.m., Se-
nior Benefits Counseling with Ellen; 12:30 p.m., 
Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet. 

Friday, May 19: 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit, Card-
Making; 10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; noon, Angelo’s Stuffed Bread Luncheon; 
1 p.m., Tech Time with Harry; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Upcoming Programs: The Healing Power of 
Laughter: Tuesday, May 23, 10:30 a.m.  Aman-
da Aaron, recreation director for Buckingham 
Heights, will look at ways people can start im-
proving their health and heart with humor. The 
program is free, but registration is required.  

Memorial Day Picnic: Tuesday, May 30, 11 
a.m. Choose hamburger, cheeseburger or hot 
dog, served with fries or onion rings, all from 
Harry’s Place. Can of soda included. After lunch, 
partake in a competition of lawn games. Tickets 
are $6, available until May 19 or sold out.

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 5/18/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Coupon good through 5/31/2023. One per customer. Most vehicles. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Coupon good through 5/31/2023. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating 32 Years
in Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

A/C SERVICE
SPECIAL

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

$22995

$2000 OFF

Includes up to 2 lbs.
134A Refrigerant

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

$BOF Budgets, cont. from page 1
Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover

quest — would mean for programming.
Migliaccio pushed back on the previous out-

line provided by Superintendent of Schools 
Daniel Sullivan III, which indicated that in or-
der to reach that amount, some uncomfortable 
decisions would have to be made.

“I just don’t see it happening,” she said, add-
ing that previous superintendents never threat-
ened programming in this way.

Sullivan stated that he could fulfill a $1 mil-
lion reduction without touching the more ex-
treme areas, but $1.5 million would almost cer-
tainly require programs to be cut. 

Migliaccio disagreed.
“I don’t believe him,” she said.
Later in the meeting, after citizens and school 

board members in attendance criticized her 
comment, Migliaccio apologized and said she 
was not calling Sullivan a liar.

“I did not mean to offend you,” she said.
Taking into consideration Sullivan’s remark, 

Egan — who originally proposed a $750,000 
bottom-line reduction — suggested that the 
board amend its $1.3 million request (or $1.5 
million) to a $1 million cut, which would ensure 
that programming would not be jeopardized.

“I’m not for it,” Migliaccio responded, but of-
fered to delay a final decision until Wednesday’s 
finance board meeting. However, Republican 
Tim Vaillancourt put forward a motion to ad-
vance the recommended spending plan as-is.

Egan said the process that evening was “un-
believable.”

“The cuts will be absolutely devastating to our 
school system,” he said.

Migliaccio told the Rivereast in an email that 
“the new interpretation of the amount of the 
reduction was a curveball thrown in a hectic 
meeting.”

She indicated that the confusion was regard-
ing the capital plan funding, and how increases 
are not supported in the finance board proposal 
for multiple reasons.

“One, Board of Education abandoned the ex-
isting capital plan and did not create a new one 
[nor vet the new items], and [Daniel Sullivan] 
placed large amounts of cash in ‘Supplies/Main-
tenance,’ which don’t belong in a capital plan,” 
she wrote. “The budget proposed by Board of 
Finance funds the existing Capital Plan, which 
the Board of Education has represented they 
had no intention of following. I have provided 
Rachel [Linkkila] with some funding options 
the Board of Education could employ, but it’s 
their purview if, when, and how they could 
fund the increase in spending from within with-
out a tax levy. If they choose not to fund it, it’s 
a reduction.” 

Regarding whether or not she tried to influ-
ence Shilosky’s vote, Migliaccio stated she made 
no such attempt.

“There is no circumstance I could tell Art 
how to vote,” she said.

What the Reduction Means
On Tuesday, the school board identified ex-

actly what the bottom-line reduction would 
mean for the district. 

Sullivan presented the board with an out-
line that would trim the budget by the requisite 
amount — $1.5 million.

The cuts, while not ideal, were the “best of a 
bad situation,” he said.

To start, the board agreed to eliminate the 
capital spending — totaling in $271,195 — and 
to delay the implementation of the new school 
security initiatives — saving $168,432.

Other significant reductions included the 
elimination of World Language for grade 7, 
eliminating a business teacher at Bacon Acad-
emy, implementing a pay-to-play fee of $180 a 
year for instrumental music instruction at JJIS 
and WJJMS, increasing preschool tuition and 
transitioning to a half-day pre-k program.

As a result, some building maintenance will 

be delayed throughout the district and several 
courses at Bacon Academy, including market-
ing, accounting, sports marketing, investment 
and finance classes will not be offered next 
school year.

Sullivan stressed the importance of reaching 
a consensus that night, giving closure to district 
teachers and staff who were concerned about 
losing their jobs.

“For tonight, a decision allows people to have 
some certainty in their life moving forward,” he 
said.

Still, he acknowledged that his proposed re-
ductions left the district in “a bad spot.”

Following the board’s unanimous approval of 
the cuts, Sullivan expressed that although the 
district was able to save programs like all-day 
kindergarten, his rhetoric was not a “ruse.”

There were “no extras” in the budget pro-
posal, he said, and some of these concerns will 
likely arise again next budget season.

“That’s not a good place to be,” he expressed.
This was Sullivan’s first budget cycle in Col-

chester since taking over as head of schools in 
January. 

“It’s been quite a few months here,” he said, 
thanking the parents, educators and commu-
nity members for attending all of the meetings. 
“That kind of investment means a lot.”

Republican school board member Donna 
Antonacci gave an impassioned speech during 
the meeting.

“I’m a little disgusted with this whole thing,” 
she said, referring to the board’s reductions. “I 
feel like we kind of let down the community 
with this budget.”

She denounced the party politics on display 
throughout the budget process and condemned 
comments made about the school board, in-
cluding that they did not do their due diligence. 

“We were forced into this decision,” she stat-
ed.

Antonacci also defended Sullivan, who she 
said was blatantly called a liar during the fi-
nance board hearing. 

“I fully support and trust Dan Sullivan,” she 
said.

During the hearing, citizens urged the fi-
nance board to reconsider their request. 

“The public doesn’t have the information it 
needs to understand the gravity of the cuts,” 
resident Jeremy McKenzie said.

Keegan McKenzie, an eighth-grader, told the 
Rivereast that the board wasn’t listening to their 
constituents.

“I care about my school more than some of 
the adults do,” she said. “We owe it to our teach-
ers to not have them worrying about their jobs.”

The McKenzie family also brought signs to 
the meeting to further emphasize those views.

Along with the confusion over the actual 
budget reduction number, Egan also expressed 
that the budget documents and revenue updates 
were not properly presented to the public, fur-
ther complicating the process. 

Other members, like Shilosky, placed the 
blame on the school board for not providing the 
typical budget details it requires, which has im-
pacted the finance board’s ability to scrutinize 
the proposal.

“The Board of Finance was shortchanged by 
the Board of Education,” he said.

Selectman Rosemary Coyle spoke during 
the meeting, stating that the four Republicans 
shouldn’t be able to decide on such a dramatic 
reduction.

“Why won’t you let the people vote?” Coyle 
asked.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t
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TENTS • TABLES • CHAIRS
DANCE FLOOR • POPCORN

COTTON CANDY & MUCH MORE
Call today for tent & party suppliesCall today for tent & party supplies

860-345-TENT860-345-TENT  860-345-8368860-345-8368
www.eastern-rentaI.com

READYREADY
TO TO 

PARTY?PARTY?

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Same Low Prices As Last Year!
4-Steps only $159.99 •  5-Steps only $197.99

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No 
Quantity 

Limits

No
Mail In

Rebates

Rototillers
Starting at $42.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $58.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $58.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!
Self-Propelled
LawnLawn Aerators

Food Truck Festival Draws Huge Crowds
By Michael Sinkewicz

A two-day festival brought hundreds of resi-
dents to the Town Green last weekend, as the 
community enjoyed tasty food and vendors.

The Kids Spring Fest Food Truck Festival fea-
tured 15 different food trucks and close to 40 
crafts, goods and novelty vendors, along with a 
petting zoo with alpacas and miniature ponies. 
A train shuttled kids around the green – an en-
joyable ride and a shield from the sun.

The verdict from the community was unani-
mous — this was a fun event.

“We have a lot going on,” said Steve Louyakis, 
president of American Food Truck Festivals, 
who organized the event.

The Green was transformed for the weekend, 
with countless items catching the eye. At one 
point, Spider-Man was bounding through the 
crowds.

As Louyakis looked around the venue, he cel-
ebrated the gorgeous weather, which undoubt-
edly contributed to swarms of people.

“It’s in the 70s, the sun is shining, the music 
is right, it’s a great vibe,” he said. “It’s what I was 
hoping it would look like. You never can predict 
when God’s going to bring a thundershower on 
you — it’s New England.”

This was Louyakis’ second event of the season 
and it was a hit.

“The goal is to bring the community together 
and to support these local businesses,” he said. 
“Almost every single business here is a Con-
necticut small business.”

Beyond the weather, residents flocked to the 
food trucks, where lines piled up. The aroma, 
even for cars driving by, was almost painfully 
tempting.

Even more difficult for the patrons was final-
izing a menu for the afternoon. There was so 
much to choose from: barbecue, bite-sized balls 
of almost anything, ice cream and more.

Claudia Kirkpatrick, a young girl from Mont-
ville, was camped out by the gazebo with a cup 
of mac and cheese and a dangerously delicious 
lemonade — she didn’t share.

Niether did Kaleb Sykes, a 25-year-old from 
Columbia, who had just secured a mouthwater-
ing pulled pork sandwich. 

“Honestly, I think it’s great,” he expressed. 
He indicated that he was going to “probably,” 

and then “definitely,” going to search for more 
food.

Cameron Reynolds, a high school student in 
Lebanon, was in line for food, and thus couldn’t 
even offer to share his meal.

“I thought this was pretty cool,” he said. “This 
doesn’t happen a lot. Coming down here and 
seeing all the food trucks, all the people out 
having a good time kind of brings this happy 
feeling.”

He shared a sentiment that others passed 
along, as well, regarding the transition out of 
the pandemic and into unrestricted times. It’s 
important, he said, to jump at these types of 
events. 

“Ever since the pandemic, there wasn’t much 
to do,” he explained. “I take a chance at every 
opportunity I can to get out and go have some 
fun.”

It became clear that many traveled from out 
of town to enjoy the festivities. Reynolds and 
Sykes both saw signs promoting the event and 
Kirkpatrick — or more likely her father, who 
accompanied her — saw a notice on Facebook. 

Sykes recently got a new job and he’s making 
an effort to inspect the local landscape. After 
seeing the sign, his interest peaked and he called 
his friend to tag along.

“I said, oh we should go check it out,” he ex-
pressed. 

Louyakis had a few friends grow up in the 
area who suggested he setup an event in Col-
chester. He reached out to town and coordinat-
ed the itinerary with the Parks and Recreation 
department. 

Robin Sieczkowski, an event planner who 
runs Events by Robin, was the primary goods 
vendor coordinator for the weekend. Most of 
the vendors were arranged through her and she 
was pivotal in the rollout of the festival.

Her partnership with Louyakis is basically 
50/50 —he handles the food trucks and she 

bring in the goods and services; they come up 
with other entertainment together.

Leading up the event, she’s constantly brain-
storming ideas with Louyakis and they try and 
come up with new ways to connect local busi-
nesses with their communities.

“It is a lot to put together,” she said. “It’s a nice 
to see everything together and having a good 
time.”

At this point, Sieczkowski is fairly confident 
in her ability to organize an event.

“We’ve kind of got it down to a science,” she 
asserted.

Entry was free to the public and the funding 
was all secured through the attendees, like the 
food trucks, who all pay for the space. One of 
her goals is to open up avenues for non-prof-
its, and some are able to attend to event free of 
charge.

Over time, she’s become attached to the faces 
behind the booths. 

“Every vendor has a background,” she said. 
“They all have a story, they’re all unique.”

Sieczkowski has a soft spot for one who busi-
ness, who was battling personal matters, but still 
tries to attend festivals.

“I love that we can help vendors like that.”
Sometimes, towns can present challenges 

with scheduling festivals, she stated, but the red 
tape this weekend was minimal. 

“Colchester is super community-oriented,” 
she expressed.

Specifically, this event was catered for chil-
dren. The music was perhaps slightly modi-
fied to cater to a family audience. Planning out 
distinct features for kids can be a fun task for a 
planner, as well.

“I really have a passion for it,” she said. 
The petting zoo, which features many ador-

able animals, was one of her favorites.

“My friend wants to bring a baby goat home,” 
she joked. Hopefully, no goats were stolen but 
her idea had merit.

Zach Hensch, owner of The Plant Place in 
Colchester, offered a self-potting station for kids 
free of charge.

“I try and do a lot of the events on the green 
because we’re so close,” he said. “You make a 
closer connection with the community.”

He added that this event was “cool because it’s 
something just for kids.”

Hensch praised the promotion of the event, 
which attracted a variety of people and custom-
ers. By marketing outside of Colchester, new 
faces see his product and other local establish-
ments. 

“That gets people that are just outside of town 
to come in and see some of the local businesses, 
which is nice,” he said. 

One of the groups responsible for that out-
reach was radio station 97.7 WCTY. Krystal 
Dyer, a sales executive at the Norwich-based 
country music station, explained that Louyakis 
contacted them about promoting the event and 
having a booth during the weekend. 

Last week, the station previewed the festi-
val and noted that it was giving away tickets to 
see comedian and ventriloquist Jeff Dunham – 
which Dyer said probably made a difference in 
drawing attention.

“It’s all about promoting it on the air to make 
sure people know that it’s here,” she said.

WCTY morning show host Shelly Martinez 
was the one leading the efforts on air, spotlight-
ing the trucks that would be stationed both days 
and what was in store for those who made the 
trek.

Basically, her job was to “create a level of ex-
citement,” but ultimately, she got enlivened her-
self.

“It’s a great festival and it’s got lots of great 
food and things for the kids — a little bit of ev-
erything,” Martinez said. Upcoming Land 

Trust Events
The Colchester Land Trust has announced 

the following upcoming events:
Intro to Geocaching: Saturday, May 20, 11 

a.m. Experienced geocaching team Joe and Joni 
Aveni, a.k.a. AlphaDog (a geocacher handle), 
will show people how to place and find begin-
ner caches and explain why thousands join in 
this worldwide scavenger hunt.

Presentation on Bluebirds, Backyard Habi-
tats: Wednesday, May 24, 6 p.m., at Cragin Me-
morial Library, Norton Room A. Connecticut 
Audubon Society’s RTP Estuary Center’s Con-
servation & Education Coordinator Joe Attwa-
ter will teach people how they can attract blue-
birds, sparrows, warblers and more, as well as 
which bird species are likely to visit at this time

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell-dog related items for its 
ninth annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” 

The event will be held on the Town Green on 
Sunday, May 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Vendor 
slots are available at $40 per booth. There is no 
charge for nonprofit organizations. 

Email tagnobark@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

People Empowering 
People

The Collaborative for Colchester’s Chil-
dren (C3) recently offered UConn’s People 
Empowering People program. The 10-week 
course was a personal and family develop-
ment program, with a strong community 
focus. 

The graduates will host a community 
event at the Colchester Playground on Fri-
day, May 19, from 4-7 p.m., and will collect 
laundry detergent donations for Colchester 
Food Bank. 

Colchester-Salem Postal 
Food Drive

The combined workers of the Salem-Colches-
ter Post Office will hold a Food Drive Saturday, 
May 13. Donations of current non-perishable 
food items will be accepted. 

Leave donations in, on or next to your mail-
boxes after 9 a.m. for pick-up by your mail car-
rier, and other retired Postal workers. Dona-
tions can also be brought directly to Colchester 
Town Hall that day between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

All donations will go to stock the Colchester 
Food Bank. 
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Colchester Stone & Landscape Supply, llc
631 Old Hartford Road • (860) 537-1526

We Carry All Your Gardening Needs
Top Soil, Sand & Fill

Stone – from boulders to river rocks
Fire Pits, Fireplaces

Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams

CONTRACTORS SPECIALS:
Pavers by Belgard, Nicolock

MAY MULCH
SPECIAL!

Brown, Black,
& Natural Compost

$50 /yard
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PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

iar

The residents from Complete Care at Harrington Court will celebrate National 
Skilled Nursing Care Week next week. The theme this year is “Cultivating Kindness.”

Cultivating Kindness
The residents from Complete Care at Har-

rington Court will celebrate National Skilled 
Nursing Care Week from May 13-19. The theme 
this year is “Cultivating Kindness,” and the resi-
dents are reaching out to the community for a 
little help.

Harrington will have a food drive for Colches-
ter Food Bank in its front lobby for the duration 
of Skilled Nursing Care Week. The food bank is 
in need of unopened, unexpired food, household 
and hygiene products of all kinds. 

Harrington Court is also looking for individu-
als who would like to join its volunteer program. 

No special skills are needed but if you have a spe-
cial talent or skill that you would like to share, 
it would be more than welcome. Harrington has 
a number of needs both inside and outside the 
building, such as visiting, reading to residents, 
playing games, watering plants outside, filling 
birdfeeders, and assisting with outings. There will 
be a volunteer fair on Wednesday, May 17, from 
4-5:30 p.m., for anyone who would like to apply. 

Harrington Court is located at 59 Harrington 
Court Colchester, near the center of town, off 
Lebanon Avenue. Call the Therapeutic Recre-
ation Department at 860-537-2339 for more in-
formation.

Mother’s Day
Flower Sale

Boy Scout Troop 72 is having its 22nd 
annual Mother’s Day flower sale, adjacent 
to the Colchester Haywood Volunteer Fire 
Department Headquarters on Old Hartford 
Road, on Friday, May 12, from 5-8 p.m. and 
on Saturday, May 13, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. or 
when sold out.

The Scouts will have a large variety of 
hanging baskets and individual potted plants 
available on site. There will be many colors 
and types of flowers for sale. All plants are 
supplied by a local grower.

All proceeds will go to support scout 
camping and youth training activities. 
Troop 72 has more than 15 scouts and has 
been serving Colchester’s youth since 1939.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadath class, 6 p.m.; Talmud, 6:30 

p.m.; 8 p.m., Kabbalah.
Wednesday: Hebrew, 2:30 p.m.; Jewish Lit-

eracy, 3 p.m.; Jewish Ethics, 3:30 p.m.
Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., Zoom and in-

person with cantor Tami Cherdack Sherman; 
Shabbat morning service, 10 a.m., hybrid in-
person and via Zoom.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page. Also on the page: “Ask 
the Rabbi” and the Positive Affirmation of the 

Day.
Upcoming Events: Thursday, May 25, at 7 

p.m., and Friday, May 26, at 10 a.m. – Commu-
nity Shavuot Program and Service at Emanuel 
and Beth Jacob.

Friday, June 9: Friday Night Service with 
Cantor Tami Cherdack Sherman at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by birthday dinner for Rabbi Ken Al-
ter. RSVP by June 5. 

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, noon-2 p.m.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Spring Pickleball: For adults age 16 and old-
er. Tuesdays, May 16-June 13, at Colchester El-
ementary School. Beginner is from 6-7:30 p.m. 
and is $30/player; Intermediate is from 7:30-9 
p.m. and is $20/player. Limited spaces available.

Card-Making Class: Thursdays, May 18, 
June 15, July 20 and Aug. 17, 6-8 p.m., at Town 
Hall. Cost: $15 per class, per person ($20 for 
nonresidents).

Gentle Yoga: Online with Facebook Live. 
For ages 45 and older. The four-week classes are 
held Mondays from 4:45-5:45 p.n. Choose June 
12-July 17 (no class June 19 or July 3), or July 
24-Aug. 14. Cost per four-week session: $35/
residents, $40/non-residents.

SPT Summer Soccer Camp: For ages 5-15. 
Monday-Friday, June 19-23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
at the RecPlex. Cost is $225/player for full-day 

(9 a.m.-3 p.m.), and $150/player for half-day (9 
a.m.-noon). There will also be a camp Monday-
Friday, July 24-28, from 5-8 p.m., at the RecPlex. 
Cost is $150/player. 

Community CPR/AED/First Aid Classes: 
Cost is $90/person. Class dates: Sept. 19, 6 p.m., 
Heartsafe CPR & First Aid; Oct. 17, BLS CPR; 
Nov. 14, 6 p.m., Heartsafe CPR & First Aid.

Bus Trips: Registration forms are available 
online. Bus will leave from Town Hall. For full 
itineraries, see the website. Newport Flower 
Show: June 25, $150/person; Niagara Falls: 
June 26-28, $679/person double occupancy; 
Montreal Festivals and Fireworks: July 2-5, 
$1,249/person double occupancy; Block Island 
Breeze: July 18, $150/person; Spooky Salem: 
Oct. 21, $114/person. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Parks and Rec. is 
always looking for volunteers to help with events 
and programs. Call the office if interested. 

Internships: College students looking for an 
internship in the recreation field can contact 
Parks and Rec. to set something up. Internships 
are available any time of the year. Call the office 
to discuss options.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Weekly Schedule: Bible Study for Men: Mon-

days at 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.; Bible 
Study for women: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.; Com-
munity Bible Study and Prayer: Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m.; Fridays: Donuts with Don at 10 a.m. 
-- this is an open discussion on how God fits in 
your life. 

Vacation Bible School: Monday-Wednes-
day, July 24-26, from 9 a.m.-noon. Contact the 
church for more information. 

CCO Concert May 20
The Colchester Parks and Recreation De-

partment has announced a new affiliation with 
the Colchester Choir and Orchestra (CCO). 
CCO’s 22nd Spring Concert is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 20, at 6:30 p.m., at Bacon Acad-
emy, 611 Norwich Ave, Colchester. 

Classics will be featured with classical fa-
vorites and classic folk music sung by the 
choir. A reception will follow the concert. Ev-

eryone is invited to attend this final concert of 
our season.

The concert is free of charge, but donations 
are welcomed. For more details about CCO, 
or for information about joining the choir or 
orchestra, visit www.colchesterchoirorchestra.
org. CCO is also on Facebook, at www.face-
book.com/Colchesterchoirorchestra.

Mercy Honor Roll
Mercy High School President Alissa DeJonge 

has announced the following local students 
made its honor roll for the third quarter of the 
2022-23 school year:

Seniors: High Honors: Sarah Lynch.
Juniors: Highest Honors: Tallulah Malz; 

High Honors: Katherine Grelotti.
Sophomores: Honors: Brianna Hurlock. 
Freshwomen: High Honors: Ileana Koonan-

keil, Aubrey Nosal; Honors: Mallory Wheaton.

Aging in Place
Aging in Place, a vendor fair sponsored by 

the Colchester Commission on Aging, will be 
held at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood 
Ave., on Wednesday, June 14, from 4-7 p.m. 

Several agencies will be present to provide 
information on the resources available to help 
you or a loved one remain in home safely. 
Vendors present will include services such as 
homecare, assistive equipment, transporta-
tion and more. 

History Museum
Open Weekly

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is open Sundays from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m., until Dec. 3. 

The museum, adjacent to Cragin Memorial 
Library, is free and features both permanent and 
special exhibits all highlighting the people and 
events in Colchester’s history. The museum of-
fers both guided and self-guided tours.

New this year is a Scavenger Hunt. Bring your 
family or be a solo sleuth to find all 20 of the ob-
jects pictured on the hunt card and win a $5 gift 
card from Dunkin’ Donuts, Mel’s Downtown 
Creamery or The Plum Tomato. 

 For more information, contact the historical 
society at mail@colchesterhistory.org or 860-
537-3240.

167 Lebanon Ave.
Colchester

860-603-2387

Sign up, register and purchase online at:

twisteddogyoga.com

NEW LOCATION!
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Gift 
Certificates 
Available!

Monthly Unlimited Yoga
$85/month for 1st 3 months

(reg. $109/mo.) NEW CLIENTS ONLY

YOGA & WINE
at Priam Vineyards

May 18th • June 22nd

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS

FREE Classes for MOM on Mother’s Day!
—MUST PRE-REGISTER—

Relax &

unwind amongst 

the vines!

$2 off ticket if you register by May 15th – use code WINE518
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

RE3-3-23

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

30% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance sales

Colchester Giving Garden
The Colchester Giving Garden is starting its 

2023 season and welcomes new volunteers. The 
garden is an all-volunteer-run vegetable garden 
that grows and donates fresh produce to those 
in need through food banks and area soup 
kitchens. 

The garden is located behind the Colchester 
Senior Center at 95 Norwich Ave. and has Tues-
day night work times each week, continuing 
through October at 5 p.m. There will sometimes 
be another work day during the week when the 
garden is producing at top speed. 

For more information or to be on the Giving 
Garden’s email information list, write to col-
chestergivinggarden@gmail.com or check Col-
chester Giving Garden out on Facebook.

Founder’s Day
Ceremony

The Bacon Academy Board of Trustees 
will hold its annual Founder’s Day award 
ceremony Wednesday, May 17, at 11 a.m., at 
the gravesite of Pierpoint Bacon in the cem-
etery behind the original Bacon Academy. 
All are invited.

In addition to paying tribute to the acad-
emy’s founder, Pierpoint Bacon, and his wife, 
Abigail Newton Bacon, the trustees will hon-
or Bacon Academy graduate Captain John 
Jones. A reception will follow immediately 
after in the Stage Room at Colchester Feder-
ated Church. 

If there is rain, the ceremony will be in the 
sanctuary at Colchester Federated Church.  

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice will be broadcast via Facebook Live each 
Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship videos are at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the Wor-
ship tab. Updated information is also on the 
church’s Facebook page.

Anniversary Service: All are welcome Sun-
day, June 4, at 9 a.m., for a special worship ser-
vice to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of being a 
Welcoming, Open & Affirming Church. All are 

encouraged to wear colorful clothing to show 
their support.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held during 
worship from September through June. Chil-
dren in grades pre-K through 8 are welcome. 
The nursery is located just off the sanctuary. 
Visit the church website for more information 
and to register youth for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Scouts Raise Awareness of Livestock Food Bank
Junior Girl Scout Troop 63223 is hosting a 

food drive to benefit the Colchester Livestock 
Food Bank (CLFB), as part of the scouts’ Bronze 
Award community service project. 

The collection of expired, non-perishable 
food items will take place Saturday, May 20, 
from 9-11 a.m., in front of Colchester Federated 
Church, 60 Main St. Residents are welcome to 
drop off eligible items during this time.

This food bank collects expired food items, 
not accepted by local food banks, to give to 
Colchester farmers as feed for their livestock 
and chickens. This effort has the dual benefit of 
helping farmers save money in the face of ris-
ing feed costs and reducing waste in landfills. 
Accepted items include canned or jarred vege-
tables, fruits, beans, soups, powdered milks and 
fresh fruit, dried beans, oatmeal (raw), quinoa, 
barley, lentils, couscous, microwave popcorn, 

crackers, cookies, pastas, breakfast cereals, 
flours and cornmeal. No frozen or refrigerated 
foods or old fruits or vegetables, please.

“This is a great way that Colchester residents 
can ease the financial pressure on Colchester 
farmers,” explained Donna Rosenblatt, chair-
man of the CAC. Her farm, Rose’n’Petal Farm, 
is the normal drop-off location for the CLFB. 
“This year, when you clean out your cupboards 
of unwanted and expired canned goods, beans, 
cereals, and pasta, consider donating them to 
the Livestock Food Bank.

Troop 63223 is also coordinating a school-
wide food collection at JJIS as part of their ef-
fort from May 15-19. Through their project, the 
scouts are trying to raise awareness of this food 
bank to benefit it long-term. 

More information about the CLFB is at www.
colchesterct.gov/agriculture-commission.

Colchester First Selectman Andreas 
Bisbikos planted a dogwood tree at Town 
Hall campus on April 28. 

Town Celebrates Arbor Day 
Colchester held its first Arbor Day Celebra-

tion Friday, April 28, on the Town Hall campus 
at 127 Norwich Avenue in Colchester. 

The town purchased a six-foot-tall dogwood 
locally at Mackey’s Garden Center to adorn the 
Mill Street secondary entrance to town hall and 
First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos read a proc-
lamation to recognize the overall importance of 
trees to the environment and cement the town’s 
commitment to planting trees, saving trees and 
preserving the natural environment. 

Arbor Day was first celebrated in 1872 as a 
day set aside for planting trees in Nebraska, and 
today Arbor Day is celebrated the world over. 
Millions of trees have been planted on Arbor 
Day. Colchester is gearing up to become a Tree 
City USA under the guidance of the Connecti-
cut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection. 

The town will pursue adoption of a tree ordi-
nance through the Board of Selectmen, and also 
appoint the existing Colchester Conservation 
Commission as the Tree Commission. The new 
commission will explore ways the community 
can fund the planting of more trees in Colches-
ter, especially when it comes to replacing trees.

Aid and Support
After Pregnancy 

Knights of Columbus Spellman Council, 
6107, is sponsoring an Aid and Support After 
Pregnancy (ASAP) drive the weekends of May 
13-14 and May 20-21, at St. Andrew Church, 
128 Norwich Ave.

The drive is to collect supplies for new moth-
ers in need. Donation containers will be placed 
in the vestibule of the church and at the handi-
capped entrance for new and gently used items 
for babies from birth to age one.  Some suggest-
ed items include:  Diapers, formula, clothing, 
wipes, and toys. 

Monetary donations are also appreciated and 
those donations should be made to Guardian 
Angels Parish and clearly marked for the ASAP 
initiative.

Spring Bark for the Park
The Colchester Dog Park will host the ninth 

annual “Spring Bark for the Park” on the Town 
Green Sunday, May 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
with a rain date of Sunday, June 4. 

The event will feature an activity for dogs, 
May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs, and many 
food and dog-related vendors.  Vendor slots are 
still available for $40 per booth. No charge for 
nonprofit organizations.  

The event is sponsored by the Colchester 
Parks and Recreation Department. If interested 
in being a vendor, email tagnobark@gmail.com. 

Honor Society Inductee
Colchester resident Amy Wiscons, a student 

at the University of Florida, was recently initi-
ated into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
the nation’s oldest collegiate honor society for 
all academic disciplines.

Annual Top Dog Contest
All are invited to enter the town clerk’s 31st 

annual “Top Dog” Contest to win the No. 1 dog 
tag from the town clerk’s office and a basket do-
nated by Wagging Tails Pet Shop in Colchester. 

To enter the contest, you must pre-register 
your dog for the 2023-24 license year. Return 
the application with payment to the office by 
4:30 p.m. Friday May 26. The drawing will be 
held Wednesday, May 31, and the winner will 
be notified. The application can be found at col-
chesterct.gov under Town Clerk. There will also 
be applications available at the Bark for the Park 
event on Sunday, May 21.

A copy of a current rabies vaccination cer-
tificate and, if it is not listed on the rabies cer-
tificate, a current spay/neuter certificate must 
be included. Checks/money orders should be 
made payable to Town of Colchester. Your li-
cense and tags will be mailed to you after regis-
tration begins on June 1. 

You can mail the application to: Colchester 
Town Clerk, 127 Norwich Ave., No. 101, Col-
chester, CT 06415. Applications may also be re-
turned via the drop box located outside Town 
Hall or emailed to dogowners@colchesterct.gov. 
Email can only be done with a credit/debit card 
and there is an additional $2 convenience fee 
the vendor charges to use your credit/debit card.

License year: July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024. 
Spayed/neutered: $8; not spayed/neutered, $19.

June is dog licensing month by state law, 
penalty charges are added if licenses are not 
renewed by June 30. The penalty is $1/month 
starting July 1.

For more information, email townclerk@col-
chesterct.gov or call 860-537-7215.

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 395 

South Main St., is hosting a pasta dinner to ben-
efit Boy Scout Troop 72 on Friday, May 26. Din-
ner will be baked ziti, meatballs, sausage, pep-
pers and onions, tossed salad, and garlic bread. 

Dinner will be served from 5-7 p.m. and is 
available for dine-in or take out. Tickets are $20 
for adults and $10 for children under 12. Lim-
ited tickets available. 

Purchase tickets from 4-10 p.m. weekdays or 
noon-9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. For more in-
formation, call 860-537-2550.

Kindergarten
Registration

Children who live in town and will be 5 
by Jan. 1, 2024, can register for kindergarten 
for the 2023-24 school year at the Colches-
ter Public Schools website, www.colchesterct.
org. Select the “For Families’’ tab, and then 
“Registration and Residency.” 

Complete and submit the pre-enrollment 
form and then follow the necessary steps 
outlined on the website and in the email you 
receive from the central registrar. 

RE5-12-23

860-603-2474

RE5-12-23

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

Call Us For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

Low inventory 
means it is a 

good time to sell!

East Catholic Honor Roll
Two local residents made the East Catholic 

High School honor roll for the third quarter of 
the 2022-23 school year.

Matthew DiBenedetto, a member of the Class 
of 2023, earned First Honors, and August Ric-
cio, a member of the Class of 2026, earned Hon-
ors With Distinction. 
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 5/31/23.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide

full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail. 

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

Obituary Policy
Obituaries must be submitted no later 

than noon Wednesday for inclusion in that 
week’s paper. There is a $75 charge for all 
obituaries.

Portland
Jereme Charles Christensen

A mild-mannered fam-
ily man and father of three, 
Jereme Charles Chris-
tensen is sorely missed 
by everyone whose life he 
touched. 

Although kind and 
gentle, he was brutal when 
playing board or card 
games with family and 
friends, and did all that 
he could to destroy his 
opponents. He loved a good New England IPA, 
and was often found sipping a Manhattan in his 
fedora. Jereme had never met a fancy chair he 
didn’t want to sit on. While he was a brilliant 
mathematician and mechanic, he never could 
find his car keys or wallet. Jereme loved escape 
rooms, and was incredible at solving puzzles 
that made no sense to anyone else. He was a to-
tal wizard with a Rubik’s Cube, able to solve it 
in under two minutes no matter how much his 
wife tried to mess it up.

Jereme grew up in Colorado, where he was 
a diehard fan of the Rockies, before moving to 
Connecticut and making Portland his home. A 
hard worker with a 12-year career at Eversource, 
Jereme prided himself on supporting his family 
and making sure his children had a happy and 
fulfilling childhood. He never missed cheering 
on his three adoring children, Penelope, Gen-
evieve, and Roman, in any youth sports game 
they ever played in.

Jereme was a proud subscriber to the Econo-
mist and would read it from cover to cover. He 
had a love for learning languages, and over the 
years took classes in French, Spanish, and Ital-
ian with his wife, Lauren. He was famous for 
belting out his own renditions of Billy Joel and 
Elton John tunes in the kitchen while making 
Sunday morning omelets.

Jereme was a proud veteran of the U.S. Navy, 
serving as a submariner on the USS Tucson as a 

Colchester
Gray Sawyer

Gray Coughenour Saw-
yer, of Colchester, for-
merly of Winston-Salem, 
N.C., St. Louis, Mo., and 
Wakefield, Mass., passed 
away Tuesday, May 2, at 
Backus Hospital in Nor-
wich. She was 74 years 
old.

Born to the late Rich-
ard and Mary (George) 
Coughenour on Dec. 4, 
1948, in Winston-Salem, N.C., Gray was raised 
“in the shadow of tall bookshelves,” inheriting 
a lifelong love of literature from both parents. 

Gray described her perfect day as one that 
involved a visit from a friend, especially a visit 
from both her daughters together. She loved 
clean sheets, a gray sky (it’s right there in the 
name), sushi, tomato tarts, and lemon sherbet. 
She loved music, especially “homemade” music: 
her husband playing the piano, or her daughters 
singing. She loved to read and helping others 
learn to love reading. 

With a keen eye for each individual’s par-
ticular talents, she mentored and encourage 
numerous girls and women while working for 
Girl Scouts of America’s Patriot’s Trail Council, 
generations of children and adults as a children’s 
librarian at Lucius Beebe Memorial Library in 
Wakefield, Mass., and helped guide the spiritual 

East Hampton
Benford Hilliker III

Benford James Hilliker III, 81, died Saturday, 
April 15, at home with his wife of 60 years, Bev-
erly, at his side. 

He is survived by his three daughters, Holly 
Turner (Frank), Heather Hilliker and Hope 
Caye (Patrick); also, 13 grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren, and his two sisters, Ruth Boyle 
and Debbie Salvi.

He was predeceased by a daughter, Hellen; his 
parents, Benford J. Hilliker Jr. and Olive (Sher-
wood) Hilliker; his sister, Phyllis Kachinsky; 
and brother, Terry Hilliker.

He was a Mason for the Warren Lodge in 
Portland for 54 years. Skip served in the United 
States Navy for five years, aboard the USS Hart-
ley 1029. Upon discharge, he worked at North-
east Utilities for 30 years. He was an animal 
control officer/constable for the town of East 
Hampton for many years.

Upon retirement from Northeast Utilities, he 
worked for the Fund for Animals, the Humane 
Society of the United States and DEEP. He was 
a wildlife rehabilitator and beaver specialist. He 
gave countless volunteer hours towards wildlife 
conservation. In March 2023 he was awarded 
a lifetime achievement award recognizing his 
dedication and commitment to protecting Con-
necticut’s wildlife especially for his work rescu-
ing beavers and installing beaver bafflers.

Honoring Skip’s wishes, there will be no fu-
neral. 

Donations in Skip’s memory can be made to 
Connecticut Wildlife Rehabilitation Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 3643 Amity Station, 1449 Whal-
ley Ave., Woodbridge, CT 06515.

journeys of children, laity, and candidates for 
priesthood through her work for the Episcopal 
church. She was a gifted storyteller, an insightful 
mentor, and a resourceful leader who brought 
people together to work toward common goals. 

She loved her husband of 52 years, Dana 
Sawyer; her two daughters, Mary and Nora; her 
many friends, and a lifetime’s worth of dogs, 
cats, and other rescues. She was joyful, gracious 
and kind, and equipped both of her children 
with the tools they will need to face the world 
without her. 

She spent her last days charming the staff 
at Backus Hospital in Norwich, and was sur-
rounded by friends who were as good as fam-
ily and family members who were also friends. 
She passed away holding hands with both 
her daughters, listening to one of her favorite 
hymns: “Hallelujah! We sing you praises” and 
“All our hearts are filled with gladness.”

Her loss will be mourned by all who knew 
her, especially her husband Dana; her daughters 
and their spouses: Mary Clark Sawyer (Andrzej 
Lipski) of Portland, Elinor Gray “Nora” Sawyer 
(Brian Andrews) of Sausalito, Calif.; three sis-
ters, Carolyn (Bill) Taylor of Somerville, Mass., 
Ann Coughenour and Ruby Coughenour, both 
of Winston-Salem, N.C.; and a host of beloved 
relatives, in-laws and friends.  

As befits someone who wore so many hats, 
Gray enjoyed wearing elegant fascinators at 
teas, costume parties, and other occasions. 
Mourners are encouraged to wear hats in her 
honor at a memorial service and celebration of 
Gray’s life that will be held Saturday, June 3, at 1 
p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 31 Main 
St., East Haddam. Burial will be in the adjoining 
memorial garden. 

Donations in her memory may be made to 
the Girl Scouts Council of Eastern Massachu-
setts, or St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in East 
Haddam. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. To sign the online guestbook or share a 
memory of Gray, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

BLISH MEMORIAL PARK TENNIS COURT & 
BASKETBALL RESURFACING

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Bids for the Blish Memorial Park Bathhouse Project 
will be received by the Town of Marlborough by hard copy at the 
Issuing Office until 10:00 AM local time on Monday, June 12, 2023. 
Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time. 
Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on 
a lump sum as indicated in the Bid Form. The project is replacing 
existing plumbing fixtures, construction of changing room partitions, 
and painting.  
Bidding Documents are available for free download from the Town 
Website Marlboroughct.net. and in the Town Clerk’s Office.
Issuing Office is: Town Clerk’s Office, Marlborough Town Hall, 26 
North Main Street, Marlborough, Connecticut (860-295-6200). 
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents from 
the Town Web Site or at the Issuing Office during Town Hall hours 
of operation.
A pre-bid conference will be held at 3:00 PM local time on Tuesday, 
May 30, 2023 at Blish Park Bath House located at 32 Park Road. 
Pre-bid conference attendance is encouraged but is not mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Performance 
Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price. 
The Surety Company shall be licensed in the State of Connecticut 
and listed on IRS Department Circular 570. A Payment Bond and 
Payment of Prevailing Wage Rates will not be required unless 
Contract amount is equal to or greater than $100,000.
Bid Bond is not required. The bidder agrees that its bid shall be 
good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a 
period of thirty [30] days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays 
excluded, after the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the 
bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and condi-
tions described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all 
bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; 
and to accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its best inter-
est, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project 
will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordi-
nances and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the 
work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver the Contract 
and furnish a valid Certificate of Insurance with full policies, and 
Performance Bond to the Town prior to the start of any work.
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received 
any and all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting 
a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town. The Town reserves 
the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time 
to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and 
does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, 
or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best inter-
est of the Town to do so.
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.
Owner: Town of Marlborough, Connecticut
Amy J. Traversa, Interim Town Manager 2TB 5/12, 5/19

machinist mate. His time in the Navy left him 
with a couple of stories that he liked to tell fre-
quently and repeatedly.

Jereme is predeceased and welcomed in heav-
en by his mother, Cathy Gentile, and brother, 
Justin Gentile. He is survived by his wife, Lau-
ren, his children, Penelope (13), Genevieve (11), 
and Roman (10), his sister, Sylena Manes, her 
husband, Sean, and nephews, Aaron, Andrew, 
Sean, and Seth. He is also survived by his fa-
ther, Charles Christensen, and two half-sisters, 
Gracie and Elisha Christensen. Jereme is loved 
and missed by his mother- and father-in-law, 
Nancy and Robert Behrens, and his brothers- 
and sisters-in-law, Gregory Gallo, Genevieve 
Meli, Emily Gallo, and Dennis Murphy, and his 
nephew and niece, Leonardo and Sabrina.

May Jereme’s soul rest in peace and his legacy 
live on.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, 
May 13, at noon at Portland Memorial Funer-
al Home, 231 Main St., Portland, followed by 
military honors. Friends may call at the funeral 
home on Saturday, May 13, from 10 a.m. until 
time of service.
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LEGALS

Now AvAilAble

Our last new detached home at the prestigious 
active adult Beckley Farms Condominiums, 
Berlin CT  -An Essex Model Ranch home, 2 
bedroom, 2 full baths, spacious great room, 
mudroom and an extra large garage,  1390 Sq 
feet. Offered at $384,900.  

Phase 5 starting this Spring, 57 Townhouse 
units, call for details.

Mark Kehrhahn
CENTRURY 21 AllPoints Realty

860-638-9485
117 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489
markk.realestate@gmail.com

CIT3-23-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE5-12-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

If you are not willing to learn, no one 
can help you. If you’re determined

to learn, no one can stop you.
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Marlborough $265,000
East Hampton $125,000

Rarely available waterfront building lot located 
on Lake Terramuggus. 1.14 acres with an 
amazing view and frontage on the lake with 
a dock already included. Located on a nice 
country road with sidewalks to town center 
and with public sewer connection available. 
Enjoy lake living all year-round!

Lake living all year round. This immaculate 
mobile home offers a spacious open floor, 2 
bedrooms, 2 full baths and an eat-in kitchen. 
Privately situated in the park with a large deck 
that offers seasonal lake views. Walk to the lake 
all year round or just in the summer. Leased 
land at $450 a month. There is an application 
and you must be accepted by the park owners.

LAKE LIVING LAKE LIVING

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, May 18, 
2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 
Main Street, Portland, CT.  
Application #22-25: 16 Sand Hill Road. Proposed zone change 
from IP to B-2. Application of Michael Brown and property of 16 
Sand Hill Properties, LLC. Map 22, Lot 4. Zone IP.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard and 
written communications will be received. A copy of this applica-
tion is available for review in the Portland Land Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 2nd day of May 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 5/5, 5/12

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication

This is to give notice that, I,
DENIS KANDIC

191 MCCLINTOCK ST
NEW BRITAIN, CT 06053

Have filed an application placarded 05/08/2023 with the
Department of Consumer Protection

for a RESTAURANT LIQUOR PERMIT
for the sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises at:

9 ROSE HILL RD
PORTLAND, CT 06480-1247

The business will be owned by:
AC & DK LLC

Entertainment will consist of:Acoustics (not amplified), Disc 
Jockeys, Live Bands, Karaoke

Objections must be filed by: 06-19-2023
DENIS KANDIC 2TB 5/5, 5/12

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission held a 
regular meeting on May 3, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 
Eaton Smith Council Chambers Room 107 and via ZOOM 
Virtual Meeting to consider the following:
PZC-23-005: Lynn Robinson, 27 North Main Street, Special 
Permit for conversion to different non-conforming use, 8.2.D, 
Map 01A/ Block 39A/ Lot 15 – Approved with Conditions
Kevin Kuhr, Chairman 1TB 5/12

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM
May 23, 2023

The electors and voters of the Town of Hebron, Connecticut, and any other persons entitled to vote upon any matters contained in the 
notice are hereby notified and warned to vote in the Annual Budget Referendum to be held at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church 
Street in Hebron between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2023.
1. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2023-2024 BUDGET
OF $39,065,203 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
2. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2023-2024 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET OF $602,886 AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
Voters approving the recommendation of the Board of Finance will vote “Yes” and those opposing the recommendation of the Board of 
Finance will vote “No”.
Absentee ballots will be available from the Town Clerk’s Office.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut this 5th day of May, 2023.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Daniel Larson, Chairman
Gail B. Richmond, Vice Chairman
Peter D. Kasper
Marc P. Rubera
Tiffany V. Thiele

TOWN OF HEBRON BOARD OF FINANCE RECOMMENDED BUDGET May 23rd, 2023

  EXPENDITURES

AUDITED
ACTUAL 
2021-2022

ADOPTED
2022-2023

PROPOSED
2023-2024

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 3,395,951 3,497,919 3,619,792
PUBLIC SAFETY 1,019,519 1,137,949 1,355,372
CIVIC & HUMAN SERVICES 807,872 991,324 1,037,066
PLANNING & LAND USE 158,978 211,618 194,258
PUBLIC WORKS 1,094,928 1,025,997 1,108,462
INSURANCE & BENEFITS 1,704,828 1,670,107 1,760,405
CONTR. OPEN SPACE LAND ACQ. 125,000 125,000 25,000
CONTR. TO CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 768,877 587,485 488,017
CONTR. TO DEBT MANAGEMENT FUND 1,000,000 0 0
CONTR. TO CAP-NON RECURRING 0 0 0
CONTR. TO CAPITAL PROJECTS 152,022 156,796 230,187
CONTR. TO REVALUATION 50,000 40,000 40,000
TOWN PROPERTY SEWER FEES 14,280 14,280 15,400
DEBT SERVICE 1,093,110 1,092,124 1,105,594
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION 0 0 0
RHAM ASSESSMENT 13,971,475 14,259,027 15,389,082
HEBRON BOARD OF EDUCATION 12,030,194 12,207,294 12,696,568
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 37,387,034 37,016,920 39,065,203

REVENUES
TOTAL TAX REVENUE 29,716,676 29,190,545 31,177,264
STATE - GEN GOV’T SUPPORT 426,631 400,082 419,447
STATE - EDUCATION SUPPORT 5,989,237 5,997,693 5,713,831
DEPARTMENTAL 1,159,614 786,600 892,661
OTHER FUND TRANSFERS IN 45,000 0 0
DEBT MNGMT /UFB APPROPRIATED CONTR. 99,143 642,000 862,000
TOTAL REVENUES 37,436,301 37,016,920 39,065,203

MILL RATE:
Real Estate/Personal Property 36.33 31.70 33.48
Motor Vehicle 36.33 31.70 32.46

PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET 2023-2024
Road Resurfacing and Road Improvements $320,930
Replace Truck 52 (2007) $226,956
Jones Street Culvert Replacement - First Year Funding $55,000
                                                                                           TOTAL CIP BUDGET $602,886

PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM REVENUES 2023-2024
Balance from Previous Appropriations $33,639
LOCIP Funding $68,830
Funding from Other Sources: Public Safety Fund $11,400
Interest $1,000
General Fund Contribution $488,017

TOTAL CIP REVENUE $602,886

1T
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TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF ACTION
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals held a 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm on May 8, 2023 at the East Hamp-
ton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive to consider the following:

ZBA-23-005: James Marino, 65 West High St., Reduce side 
setback from 25’ to 10’ for construction of a new residential 
duplex and associated improvements. Map 19/ Block 46/ Lot 
14 - Denied

1TB 5/12

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the fol-
lowing actions at their Regular Meeting, which was held on 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023, at 7:00pm on the following:

Sign Application – New Wall Sign and Replace Freestand-
ing Sign at 117 Main Street, Main Street District. Approved 
with conditions: 1) Any wall signage lighting shall be full 
cutoff; 2) Ground lit lighting shall not glare off the site; 3) All 
plantings shall be of a native variety. 
Petition 2023-01 – Site Plan Modification of Town of Hebron 
Parks and Recreation Dept. to Replace Playground Equip-
ment and associated surfacing at Veteran’s Memorial Park, 
66 Wall St., R-1 District. Approved.
Petition 2023-02 - Receipt of Special Permit Application of 
the Hebron Lions Agricultural Society for the sale of beer 
and wine on September 7th thru 10th, 2023, under Section 
5.O.3 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, premise located 
at 347 Gilead Street, R-1 District. Public Hearing set for 
June 13, 2023.

The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link:
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/01f5dc6dbdb6b93e7c
18420f30dcf3e34b9870a8f7e4860d432d062ef4de8e37
Legal Notice will be published in the Rivereast News Bulletin 
on May 12, 2023.

1TB 5/12

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

ANNUAL TOWN BUDGET MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2023

TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS #107
6:00 P.M.

The electors of the Town of East Hampton and those entitled to 
vote at town meetings are hereby notified that the Annual Town 
Budget Meeting will be held in the East Hampton Town Hall 
Council Chambers Room #107 at 1 Community Drive in said 
Town of East Hampton on Tuesday, May 23, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.
Pursuant to Section 7 - 7 of the Connecticut General Statutes 
and Section 4.1 of the Town of East Hampton Charter, said 
meeting shall be immediately adjourned to a referendum on 
Tuesday, May 30, 2023 from 6:00am to 8:00pm at the East 
Hampton Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, for a vote on voting 
machines for the approval or disapproval of the Annual Budgets 
for the Board of Education and the Town Government for fiscal 
year 2023 - 2024 as recommended by the Town Council.

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Mark Philhower, Chairman
Tim Feegel, Vice Chairman

Pete Brown
Brandon Goff
Eric Peterson
Kevin Reich
Alison Walck 1TB 5/12

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

At its Regular Meeting of May 8, 2023 the Colchester Historic 
District Commission made the following decision:
Certificate of Appropriateness - COA 2023-002 – of the Town 
of Colchester Planning & Zoning Department for installation 
of a pre-fabricated, permanent bus shelter at the CT Transit 
stop located on the on the Town Green at Broadway and Main 
Street. APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Dated May 10, 2023
Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair 1TB 5/12

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS

VACATION
RENTAL

FOR RENT: 
A M S T O N  L A K E 
SEASONAL COTTAGE:  
F u l l y  F u r n i s h e d .  2 
bedrooms,  a i r /hea t , 
screened porch, washer/
dryer, lake view. Avail 
w e e k l y  $ 9 5 0  p l u s 
security and cleaning or 
monthly rates calculated 
based on length of stay. 
Available as of April 16th. 
113 Deepwood Drive 
Lebanon. Contact Rita 
860-207-7680

C H A R L E S T O W N 
BEACH, RI -  All  the 
amenities of home. Large 
screen porch, outside 
deck with gas grill, cable 
TV/Wifi, very private, 
large lot, 5-min. to beach, 
sleeps 6. Renovated 
bathroom. 860-306-3850, 
Leave Message. Dogs 
allowed.  

REAL ESTATE

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Freelance 
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance writers 
to report on local government, meetings 
and community events in the towns we 
serve - Cromwell, Newington, Rocky Hill 

and Wethersfield.

Must be able to report news clearly and 
meet important weekly deadlines.

Please send cover letter, resume and any 
writing clips or samples to:  

greg@rarereminder.com
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NOW HIRING:
Cook $17-$22/hour

Host/Hostess $15-$16/hour
Busser $15-$16/hour

Apply online at:
www.foxhopyard.com/join-the-team 

Or in person at:
1 Hopyard Road, East Haddam, CT

PT/FT Negotiable,
with an excellent 
benefits package 
for FT employees.

Andover School District
General Kitchen Worker

The Andover School District is seeking qualified candidates for the 
position of General Kitchen Worker, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.  School food service or related field experience 
helpful.  Pay rate as per contract.  Applications are available online 
at www.andoverelementaryct.org and should be sent to:

Taylor Parker, Principal
Andover Elementary School

35 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

Or send via email to parkert@andoverelementaryct.org.
3TB 4/28, 5/5, 5/12

Town of Marlborough
Full-Time Maintainer -

Department of Public Works
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for the 
position of full-time Maintainer in the Department of Public 
Works. This is a 40 hour/week position, Monday through 
Friday from 7:00am to 3:30 pm., and offers a competitive 
starting wage and comprehensive benefit package. This is a 
Collective Bargaining Unit position.    
The successful candidate will work under the supervision and 
direction of the Public Works Supervisor performing a wide 
range of facility, grounds and road maintenance duties.  A 
complete job description and application is available from the 
Marlborough Town Clerk, or online at www.marlboroughct.net.  
Candidates will be considered based on knowledge, skills, 
abilities and previous experience.  Candidates will be required 
to pass a thorough background investigation and physical 
exam, including a drug screening.  An application and current 
resume must be received by the Marlborough Town Clerk, 
26 North Main Street, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447 
deadline Friday, May 19, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.
The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 5/5, 5/12

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BOARD CLERK  

 
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part time 
Board Clerks for approximately 3 to 6 hours per month. This posi-
tion is responsible for transcribing minutes and motions for boards 
and commissions. The position requires attendance at meetings on 
weeknight evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills 
and be proficient in word processing on a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board Clerk 
job description are available in the Town Clerk’s office, online at 
marlboroughct.net or by calling 860-295-6206.  Completed applica-
tions are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 29, 26 North 
Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447.
Open until filled.
We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, 
creed, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age, marital or 
veteran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected 
status. 2TB 5/5, 5/12

PART-TIME TAX CLERK
The Town of Marlborough is seeking applicants for the following 
position: 
Part-Time Tax Clerk - position provides clerical and office admin-
istrative assistance to the Tax Collector in preparation of bills and 
the collection and crediting of taxes and related billings.  Excellent 
computer and interpersonal skills required. General expectation is 
up to 24 hours per week. Starting wage $19.00-22.00/hour based 
on experience.
Please submit a letter of interest and completed application to the:
Town Clerk
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT  06447
Employment Application and Job Description available online at 
www.marlboroughct.net or from the Town Clerk’s office, (860)295-
6206.  The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 5/5, 5/12

Prevention Coordinator
The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the 
position of Prevention Coordinator.   The Prevention Coordina-
tor shall implement grants received to reduce alcohol and drug 
use among youth and young adults that adversely affect our 
community.  
This position requires a bachelor’s degree from an accred-
ited college or university in Counseling, Social Work, Human 
Services, Public Health, or Psychology; or an equivalent com-
bination of education, training, and experience, including one 
year of youth services work – master’s degree and /or Certified 
Prevention Specialist (CPS) credentials preferred. The salary 
is $51,251 per annum, with a 37.5-hour flexible work week and 
benefit package.  This is a two-year grant-funded position with 
the potential for an additional five years pending grant funding.
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume and 
employment application to the Town of East Hampton, Depart-
ment of Human Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or by email to lseymour@easthamptonct.gov.  This 
position is open until filled with the first review of applications on 
or around 5/26/2023.  EOE/M-F/AA.  www.easthamptonct.gov. 1T

B 
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Parks Maintainer 
The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Seasonal Parks Maintainer for the Parks and Recreation 
Department. This position performs manual labor in the operation 
and maintenance of municipal parks, facilities, grounds, and 
athletic complexes. 
Applicants should have knowledge and experience in the safe 
operation of equipment including but not limited to hand and rid-
ing mowers, hand and power tools, trimmers, paint machines and 
other equipment used in maintenance of municipal facilities, turf, 
athletic fields, recreational areas, etc. Custodial duties include 
cleaning restrooms, refuse removal, and general housekeeping. 
Applicant must be 18 years or older, hold a valid Connecticut 
driver’s license and have a clean driving record.   This is a 
seasonal position, May-August.  $16.50 per hour, 40-hour work 
week.     EOE/AA/M-F.  
Interested candidates should submit an employment application 
by 5/22/2023, or until filled, to the Town of East Hampton, Depart-
ment of Human Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424 or by email to lseymour@easthamptonct.gov.  

1TB 5/12

Summary
Country Carpenters Inc. is currently hiring Production 
Employees. These are full-time positions, 8:00-4:30,
Monday through Friday*. Responsibilities include sorting, 
packing, and cutting material. Loading and unloading delivery 
trucks, using forklifts to move material, and more.
*Overtime may be required depending on workload.
Qualifications
2 Years + Carpentry, Woodworking or Warehouse Experience 
Preferred; Job Training Provided
Benefits
• Competitive, Weekly Pay
• Paid Holidays, Vacation and PTO

R
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NOW HIRING Production Employees
Mortise & Tenon, Pine Shed,

Delivery Driver

Now accepting applications. Apply on our website.
www.countrycarpenters.com/join-our-team 

We are also accepting applications at:
326 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248

• Medical, dental and vision plans
• 401 K plans

Scan Below To Apply
R
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PATIENT CARE 
COORDINATOR

Physical Therapy Office in Colchester
Full time, full benefits / PTO

Customer Service Background
Detail Oriented

1-2 Evenings Per Week
Submit Cover Letter and Resume to: 

admin@pptsm.com
– NO PHONE CALLS OR DROP INS – 

R
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Full Time Maintenance Mechanic/Counter 
Assistance Help Wanted For Rental Business
Job will include maintenance on multiple types of equipment, 

including small lawn and garden equipment, chippers, 
skidsteers, sharpening hedge trimmers and other tools,

& helping assist with phones and customers at the counter. 
Applicant must have own tools, be able to operate multiple 

types of equipment, have a valid driver’s license, and work well 
with customers, and other employees. Will train as needed 
on different types of equipment, but a general mechanical 

knowledge is a must! Pay rate based on experience.

Call 860-537-4256 and speak
with Tony or Jason

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
H E L P  W A N T E D - 
PAINTERS: Look ing 
to  h i re  pa in te rs  fo r 
summer and permanent 
employment. Must have 
own  t r anspo r ta t i on . 
Please call (860-) 659-
1921

COLCHESTER WINE 
A N D  S P I R I T S :   i s 
looking for part time 
liquor store clerk. Stop 
in person to apply at store,  
99 Linwood Avenue, 
Colchester, CT . 

P A R T - T I M E 
BARTENDER POSITION 
AVAILABLE AT THE ST. 
JOSEPH POLISH CLUB, 
Colchester.  Private club 
with public functions.  
Hours  inc lude some 
afternoons, but mostly 
nights and weekends.  
Must be dependable with 
reliable transportation. 
Responsibilities are, but 
not limited too; opening 
and closing the bar, 
restocking, and cleaning 
the facility after closing.  
May have to lift up to 
20 lbs.   TIPS certified.  
Please call 860-537-2550

S O U T H  C H U R C H 
SEEKS DIRECTOR OF 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
The Congrega t iona l 
C h u r c h  i n  S o u t h 
Glastonbury has a 20 
hours/week opening for 
the Director of Children’s 
M i n i s t r y .  P r i m a r y 
requirements are for a 
person who loves children, 
is energetic, creative, and 
faithful. South Church is a 
vibrant faith community, 
known for our ministries 
to youth and children, our 
commitment to missions 
and social justice, our 
love of music, and our 
inspiring worship services. 
This person would be 
welcomed into our team 
of ministers, lay staff, 
and committed volunteer 
teachers. We believe all 
people are loved by God 
and that faith formation 
can begin at any age. We 
are an Open and Affirming 
church, welcoming to all.
P lease  see  fu l l  j ob 
description at https://
tinyurl.com/6c8myyt9. 
I f  you are interested 
a n d  q u a l i f i e d  f o r 
the pos i t ion,  p lease 
contact jobopenings@
southchurch2.org. 

E A R N  W H I L E  Y O U 
LEARN! Join the culinary 
team at Sadler’s, we are 
now hiring both kitchen 
prep/pantry and utility 
(dish washer & food prep) 
positions. Competitive 
pay, 401K matching, 
meals, and great hours. 
Apply in person at 61 North 
Main St. Marlborough. 

D R I V E R  &  P C A 
NEEDED, part-time. For 
appointments, shopping, 
e r r a n d s ,  c l e a n i n g , 
cooking and personal 
care depending on which 
posi t ion.  Exper ience 
pre fe r red .  Exce l len t 
driving record required for 
driving position. $18.25/hr. 
Background check and 
drug test required. 860-
949-7016

SEEKING RETIRED 
CNA / CARE GIVER: To 
care for elderly couple in 
Colchester. 3-7pm M - F 
Email zal092569@gmail.
com

CARE GIVER NEEDED 
F U L L  T I M E  F O R 
E L D E R LY  M A N  I N 
PORTLAND. Call Susan 
860-685-1966.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE ANYTIME WEEKENDS.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.

R
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Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Date determined after 8 reservations
No NRA Computer Course required $150

The The 
Absolute Absolute 

BEST!!BEST!!
STUMP

GRINDING
always with
CLEANUP
Topsoil
& Seed

Available 
860.573.3131

R
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BUYING ANTIQUES & 
OLD STUFF. Costume 
jewelry, pottery, bottles, 
crocks, jugs, toys/games, 
glassware, silver plated 
items, signs, typewriters, 
sewing machines, bar 
items, tools, sterling coins, 
kitchenware, cookware, 
automotive, books, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
knives, hunting, fishing, 
military, Masonic, fire 
dept. and more. Donald 
Roy 860-874-8396.     
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EMPLOYMENT TREE & LANDSCAPING

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Schedule Your Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to think about your yard’s mulching needs

and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

R
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

CIT2-23-23

860-895-8879
Your Friend in the Fertilization Business

FREE ESTIMATES

Granular Fertilization
Weed / Insect Control

Grub Control

Tick Control
Aerating / Seeding

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
PRZEKOPSKI

Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E3
-6

-2
0

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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Discounted Spring Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

C
IT
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing & Clean Ups
• Lawn Installation & Repair
• Planting & Mulching
• Drainage & Excavation
• Tree Removal & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs & Debris Removal

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free Estimates •  Fully Insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled

in all phases of tree work!
Call us now and 

get the best price ever! 

860-303-6507

Senior citizen & military diScount R
E6

-5
-2

0LocaL Firewood For SaLe!

109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Top Soil $35/yard
Compost $45/yard

R
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— DELIVERY AVAILABLE —

Mulch $48/yard
Brown, Black & Red

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc
Light Land Clearing, Grading, Excavation, 
Gravel Driveways, Shed Pads, Foundation 

Plantings, Garden Restorations, New Lawns, 

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Mulching, Trimming, etc. Licensed & Insured

— SINCE 2004 —

Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

Not your average CNA position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun, and 
dedicated FT 2nd & 3rd shift and PT 1st shift weekends 
only CNA to join our team. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114
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Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Every other weekend 7am-
3pm and per diem shifts available. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114
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Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

R
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Chatham Property Services

RE10-15-21

Lawnmower / Snowblower
oil changes • blade sharpening

pre-end of season service

ASk for Ted
860-918-1731

CT LIC. #0608517

Pickup/delivery 
Available

SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
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Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Millings

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

C
IT

3-
10

-2
2

TOTAL LAWN CARE 
-  Mowing,  c leanups, 
p l a n t i n g ,  m u l c h i n g , 
thatching aeration, dump 
runs / junk removal and 
handyman services. Vet 
and Senior discounts. 
Call 860-342-2204 or 860-
638-8812

MASTER GARDENER- 
U C O N N / C T  S t a t e 
Certified. Professional 
G a r d e n i n g  C a r e , 
Diagnosing Problems, 
Skilled Pruning/Trimming, 
P l a n t i n g ,  D e s i g n , 
M u l c h i n g ,  E d g i n g , 
Lawn Mowing. 30 Years 
Experience. Call Thomas 
#860-267-7515

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
P r o f e s s i o n a l , 
competitive rates. Call 
Thomas #860-267-7515
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
R
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery & Installation
Hydroseeding & All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Short on time? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

TREE & LANDSCAPING Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203

R
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Wayne’s
tree service, llc

Colchester, CT

860-883-3234 860-996-2729

FULLY 
INSURED

FREE
EStImatES

RE3-11-22waynestreeservicellc@comcast.net

For commercial work, call Wayne at: For residential work, call Ken at:
C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

R
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R
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MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

ACF 
Stump 

Grinding

R
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Mulch Installation & Plantings

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
E3

-3
1-

23

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES
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Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

— SERVICES WE OFFER — 
Exterior Property Maintenance

Hardscape/Landscape Design & Install
Fountainscape Design & Install

Mulch & Topsoil Sales & Delivery

CALL (860) 531-2820
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured
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Complete
Exterior/Interior
Houses and Trim

Deck Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License#0667603

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-467-5564 Marc Viccaro 

 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

For All
Your Home 
Repairs & 

Improvements

860-759-9628
www.ErichsHandymanService.com
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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kimsadlon@cox.net

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Interior/Exterior Painting
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

Free Estimates, Insured
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760  Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net
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860-657-4810
Scalia & Associates, llc

30 Years in Glastonbury
License 0608296 & Insured

Home Remodeling
Update Your

Kitchen & Bath!
– All Building & Repair Services –

CIT4-13-23

0635952 UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Painting • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

Veteran’s Painting
& Restoration
Superior Custom

Painting & Deck Care
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
— Our Quality is Unsurpassed —

Call John at 518.538.8096
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MARK'S
PAINTING

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Freshen Up for Spring!

Since 1992

860-267-4125

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

GUTTER CLEANING, 
No mess - hand cleaned, 
rinsed, check drainage. 
Cleaning included with 
opt ional ,  reasonably 
priced LEAF STOP-R 
G U A R D S .  C l o g g e d 
gutters = water damage. 
Free estimates. Insured, 
Reg # HIC.0651707 Call/
Text Marc anytime 860-
498-2524

D & A  T I L E :  F r e e 
Estimates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

H A R D W O O D 
FLOORING: Installation, 
repairs, sanding, staining, 
dust less ref in ish ing. 
Carpet  and v iny l ,  LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
o w n e d / o p e r a t e  i n f o @
brothershomeimprovement
ct.com  www.BrothersHome
ImprovementCT.com 860-
432-5716, 860-882-7672.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood. 
Junk and debris removal. 
Excavator, dump truck, 
septic. Fully licensed and 
insured. Ben Egri 860-
712-6257

HANDYMAN SERVICES- 
All types of interior and 
exterior home repairs. 
From drywall to plumbing, 
painting to tile. Have a 
repair issue we are here to 
Help. Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. Call Dan 
@ 860-917-3154

ADVANCED PRO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT: “ One 
call does it all!” No job 
too smal l !  Addit ions, 
sun rooms. Kitchens, 
bathrooms. Windows, 
roofing. Vinyl siding, 
trim. Garages, decks. 
Basements, flooring. Dry 
wall & taping. Interior 
painting, popcorn ceilings. 
Clean up daily. Quality 
work. Lic. #578351. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. 
Over 20 yrs. experience. 
860-798-4275.  www.
advancedprosite.com

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —

R
E3

-1
3-

20

SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Commercial & Residential 
Excavation,
Tree Removal, 

Driveway Repairs 
and more

860-912-8817
— MARLBOROUGH, CT —

One Call Does It All!
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Licensed and Insured

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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ELECTRIC
◘	Generator	Panels
	 Installed
◘	Service	Upgrades
◘	Ceiling	Fans
◘	Whole	House
	 Generators

860-543-3675
Fully Licensed & Insured • CT E1-194089

ARTHUR
llc

◘	Central	Air	Wiring
◘	Troubleshooting	&	Repairs
◘	Interior	&	Exterior
	 Lighting
◘	Electric	Vehicle	Charging
	 Stations	Installed

John’s Sandblasting
Car parts, wheels, bicycle or motorcycle 

parts, any metal or aluminum parts – 
blasted, cleaned and primed.
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CALL
860-518-3031

Fast, reliable service!

DUMP RUNS, CLEAN-
O U T S ,  B r u s h . 
Reasonable, responsive, 
courteous, conscientious. 
Angie’s listed. Glastonbury 
Salvage LLC 860-280-
6318.

F L O O R  S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free Estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261

HEDGE TRIMMING / 
SHRUB PRUNNING - 
Odd jobs, dump runs. 
No job too small. Fully 
insured. K.F.P. Services 
Call Kevin 860-342-0414 
or 860-989-6858. 

H A N D Y L A D Y  N e e d 
h e l p ? ?  O r g a n i z i n g , 
summer/fall cleaning, 
moving/packing/setting 
up new home, prepping 
for sale of home, selecting 
furniture, getting rid of 
furniture, decorating, 
painting colors, setting up 
holiday decorations, party 
planning...the list goes on!  
Call Pat @ 860-657-5745

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available, 
cleanouts, basements, 
garages, even the junk in 
the backyard. We can take 
as much or as little as you 
want. Mark 860-295-9692 
or 860-916-9577.

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP: Dirty 
Chimneys can burn! 
Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. 
Fully Insured. Call Dave, 
860-267-8422

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All i tems 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We 
also remove sheds and 
hot tubs. Insured. Josh 
Langdon 48 hrs. Cleaning 
Service 860-922-4621

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  C a p s , 
Dampers ,  F lash ing , 
Furnace Liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

POISEN IVY PULLER: 
Call Tammy the P.I.P. 860-
836-4756. $25/hr, $40 
minimum

SERVICES

Specializing in Residential &
Commercial Roofing for over 20 years

– No Salesman
– Owner Does The Roofing
– Free Competitive Estimates

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

LLC

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410
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— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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Call for our Spring Specials
Houses • Decks

Paver Patios & more!

ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CALL US!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

S T A R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING - Call 
today for a free estimate 
on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, 
decks, sheds, windows/
doors, gutters, landscape 
services, porches, patios, 
f r a m i n g ,  c a r p e n t r y, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, 
insulat ion,  t r im, etc. 
Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-
3597.
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Out with the old! In with the new!

Located at 14 Alcap Ridge 
in Cromwell, CT 06416

IF YOU CALL BEFORE May 31st

Get the best 
deal EVER!

- Mark LaVoie 

(AWS President)

60% OFF
INSTALLATION

860-967-3694

Connecticut Registration #0556507 Massachusetts Registration #176974 Licensed and fully Insured. Offer Valid 05/1/23-05/31/23
*This ad supersedes all others. *Some restrictions may apply. *For qualified buyers and if paid in full.

Scan QR Code For Free Estimate!
or visit us at awsrivereastnewsbulletin.com

NEW VINYL SIDING!

NEW VINYL 
SIDING!

Scan QR Code For Free Estimate!

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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SERVICES

Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install
Screened Topsoil
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Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote! CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

W O O D  F L O O R S - 
Questioning whether your 
wood floors really need 
sanding? Have existing 
sur face  f i n i sh  deep 
cleaned, revitalized, with 
a durable acrylic/urethane 
floor finish.  The best 
alternative to the mess, 
expense of  sanding. 
Vinyl  floors stripped/
refinished. Experienced, 
re ferences,  insured. 
William Agostinelli, 860-
704-8486.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d be 
happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service, 
reasonable rates and 
I do an amazing job.  
References upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’S 
CLEANING, 860-331-
5309

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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P O L I S H / E N G L I S H 
SPEAKING MAID CAN 
CLEAN YOUR HOUSE 
W I T H  C A R E .  T h i r d 
cleaning 30% off. Insured, 
bonded, free estimates, 
references. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 
860-268-2301.

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
CALL NOW:
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
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Improve Your Home Cooling & Heating with a  
Bosch Heat Pump System!

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  
Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

04
23

cm

Call Now and schedule a Free In-Home Consultation 
or visit our Showroom in Portland CT for more info!

•	 Rebates	up	to	$6500.00
•	 Tax	Credit	of	$2000.00
•	 .99%	10	Year	Financing	on	Bosch	Heat	Pumps
•	 $750	Rebate	on	Heat	Pump	Water	Heaters
•	 $650.00	Rebate	on	Natural	Gas	Furnaces
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FOR SALE

TAG SALES

D U M P  T R A I L E R 
BUSINESS FOR SALE: 
Owner  re t i r ing.  One 
truck and eight trailers. 
$120,000. No financing.  
Rich 860-881-4745

FOR SALE: Solid Wood 
Mission Style single bed 
frame, $125. Call 860-
633-3812

FOR SALE: Older King 
Size maple headboard 
great shape $50. 4 Gun 
Oak Locking wall mount 
gun rack w/ drawer $100.
860-295-9974

SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
LOOSE pennies, nickles, 
dimes and quarters, etc. 
for Cash paid on the spot. 
Free pick up and removal. 
Call or text 860- 836-5013 
for more information.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT. Great for 
art projects, wrapping and 
packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. 
The Glastonbury Citizen 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

FOR SALE: Solid Maple 
Desk with 8 drawers, 
$225.  W-43” ,  L -21” , 
H-30.5” Must pick up. 
Call 860-633-3812

FOR SALE: 1988 21ft 
Sea Ray Cabin Cruiser 
with trailer. $5000. Dave 
860-759-8209 please call 
after 5pm for pics and 
additional info.

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE: Full hand 
cut cords. Cut, split and 
delivered. $260 a cord. 
Call 860-608-1919

TAG SALE: May 13th, 
9 -  2 ,  46 Park Rd. , 
Colchester, CT Rain or 
shine, household items, 
collectibles, some new 
gift items (moms, babies & 
dads) & much more!

TAG SALE: Saturday, 
5/13. 8AM – 2PM. 160 
Uconn Ave, Glastonbury. 
Ou tdoor  d in ing  se t , 
Furniture, TVs,  lamps, 
household items, sports 
equipment, basketball 
hoop, everything must go!

HUGE TAG SALE - 
Saturday, May 13th 9-12. 
317 Waterhole Road, East 
Hampton. Liquidating all 
items. Mega Mens’ tools 
also. Rain or shine. We 
negotiate all fair offers.

TAG SALE: Saturday 5/13 
8am to 2pm. 735 Wolcott 
Hill Rd, Wethersfield. 
Household items, clothes, 
pfaltzgraff, clocks etc.

ESTATE  SALE: Saturday, 
May 13th. 12pm - 4pm. 38 
Forest Drive, Colchester, 
CT.

MULTI-FAMILY TAG 
SALE TO BENEFIT MS 
(Team Sabrina): 630-
730 West Road, Salem, 
CT. Saturday & Sunday 
May 20 & 21. 9am-3pm. 
Something for everyone. 
Including local craft items.

TAG SALE: Saturday, 
May 13th  9am-2pm.  
111 Cloverdale Circle, 
Wethersfield. Over 60 
years of household items, 
tools, lawn and garden 
care.  All must go!

LARGE TAG SALE: 
Saturday, May 13th 8:00-
2:30. Tools, Furniture, 
Kid items, Household. 
Free section. 40 Carousel 
Drive, Portland. C
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PORTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
27th Annual Town-Wide

Tag Sale Day
Saturday, May 13, 8:30-2:30

100+ locations. Free map now at museum,
492 Main St., and www.portlandhistsoc.org

THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 72 MOREAGENTS!Visit our website for afull list!carlguild.com

Chris Passera
860-657-6578

cmpassera64@gmail.com

Filipe Pereira
860-990-9103

filipe@wemanagect.com

Lea Poresky
860-368-9437

leaporesky@gmail.com

Caitlin Reilly
860-667-7436

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com

Barbara Royea
860-334-8714

barbaraloveshomes@gmail.com

Melana Silchuk
413-535-9643

melanasilchuk@icloud.com

Robin Tayles
860-367-3795

robinrealtor888@gmail.com

Gita Burzycki
860-682-2923

gitagrealestate@gmail.com

Emily Cyr
860-805-0451

emilycyrrealtor@gmail.com

Lynn Gardiner
860-729-1215

lynngardiner5@gmail.com

Linda Martin
860-965-6345

lindamartinrealtor1@gmail.com

Wayne Martin
860-965-6325

waynemartinrealtor@gmail.com

Catherine McNarry
860-306-4436

catherinemcnarry@gmail.com

Bill Nelson
860-395-9139

william.m.nelson@comcast.net
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Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691


