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Belltown Budget Vote is Next Week

On Saturday, May 20, a rainy morning didn’t stop East Hampton students from 
rallying the community to “vote no, too low” at the East Hampton 2023-24 budget 
referendum next Tuesday, May 30. Many in town have slammed the proposed spending 
package for what they feel is an inadequate budget for Belltown schools.

By Jack Lakowsky
This year’s budget season in East Hampton 

hasn’t been light on fireworks. It’s featured an-
ger, rancor, raised voices, back-and-forth ac-
cusations among members of different boards 
– and even calls for resignations.

It will all come to a head next Tuesday, when 
local taxpayers will head to the polls to cast their 
ballots in the 2023-24 budget referendum.

Between the two, the school district’s bud-
get up to $35.61 million, bumped up about 
$1.34 million, or close to 4%. On the town side, 
spending’s up about $510,000, totaling $17.99 
million, an increase of 2.91%.

As the East Hampton budget is now bifur-
cated, residents will be faced with two separate 
numbers: The $17.99 million proposed town 
government budget, which is an increase of 
$510,000, or 2.91%, over the current year; and 
the $35.61 million proposed Board of Educa-
tion budget, which is up about $1.34 million, or 
4%, over current year spending.

If approved next week, the budget would fea-
ture a mill rate of 35.83, up from 34.66, a 1.17, 
or a 3.38%, increase. East Hampton had some 
healthy Grand List growth, up almost $13 mil-
lion, and now totals $1.1 billion, a growth rate 
of 1.17%.

The school budget has garnered the lion’s 
share of the public’s attention this year.  Just last 
week East Hampton students picketed along 
Main Street, advocating voters say ‘no’ to the 
budget. Not because it’s too high, but because 
it’s too low. Students, teachers, parents and the 
GOP-majority school board have been at odds 
with the Republican-controlled Town Council 
and Board of Finance, both of which made – 
largely unpopular – reductions to the Board of 
Education’s budget request. 

Until the finance board made about $800,000 
in cuts to the school board budget and some 
emergency service requests, the budget season 
had been largely uneventful. The finance board’s 
cuts stoked some serious anger and frustration. 
The council heard, and ultimately rebuffed, im-
passioned pleas to return the budget to the fi-
nance board to restore what it cut. At one point, 
finance board Republican Richard Brown ques-
tioned if teachers were doing their jobs – a com-
ment that sparked much criticism.

On the Town Council, the votes to send the 
budgets to referendum – as opposed to back 
to the finance board – were very close, with 
both passing 4-3, with Council Republicans for 
both the education and the town budgets split 
4-3, with Republicans Mark Philhower, Alison 
Walck, Brandon Goff and Eric Peterson ap-
proving, and Democrats Pete Brown and Kevin 
Reich, as well as Republican Tim Feegel, voting 
against. 

Disagreements drew the attention of all the 

state’s TV news outlets, joining residents in the 
crowded Town Council chambers twice. 

These four councilors also voted to send 
the town budget to vote without the $174,000 
for the local East Hampton Ambulance As-
sociation, another item multiple locals wanted 
restored. 

This year, when residents head to the polls, 
they’ll be faced with advisory questions – ask-
ing whether the budgets were “too high” or “too 
low.” 

Water Prices Increase
In other news, the Town Council this week 

reviewed an increase in water prices, from 
$11.50 to $12 per gallon. 

The council does not have power over the re-
gional water supplier, the Water Pollution Con-
trol Authority (WPCA), which serves Marlbor-
ough, Colchester, Hebron and Lebanon. 

A public hearing is set for June 6, with further 
consideration by the council on June 13. 

It’s the first increase in four years, according 
to information from East Hampton Town Man-
ager Dave Cox. 

Public Utilities Administrator Scott Clayton 
presented the WPCA’s proposed budget, which 
increases by $3,806 (1.6%) to $241,730. The 
proposed rate increase for the upcoming year 
would be the first in four years.

On Tuesday town council chair Mark Phil-
hower complimented the small increase, saying 
he knows of towns facing 10% spikes in water 
prices. 

Clayton said there was no choice but to raise 
prices.

The WPCA’s budget is separate from the 
town’s bifurcated school and town budgets.

Multi-Town Trail Committee Formed
Also, staff and representatives of the town’s 

Air Line Trail committee have been participat-
ing in meetings with the other towns along the Andover Kicks Off 175th Celebration

By Jack Lakowsky
Last Thursday, a time capsule burial opened 

the monthslong celebration of the Town of An-
dover’s birthday, still a bright-eyed spring chick-
en at 175 years young. 

The gathering, held at Town Hall, was just the 
start of a bunch of celebrations running from 
last week until the end of June, all celebrating 
Andover’s present, past and future. Organizers 
passed out historical information and details 
about the town’s rich farming community and 
history, a truly impressive compilation of de-
tailed information.

Andover Elementary School (AES) choral 
students showed their stuff, clear as bells with-
out mics and outside – not easy, any performer 
will tell you. They belted “America the Beauti-
ful” and, a bit less traditional, a ditty from Dis-
ney’s Aladdin, little voices reaching high to hit 
those wallops of notes before they broke off to 
nosedive into some cupcakes or earn some grass 
stains, as have generations of local kids, about 

10 of them, to be a little more precise. 
Also precise was the 175th kick-off, accord-

ing to organizing committee chair Catherine 
Magaldi Lewis. Scheduled for a Thursday, a little 
different than the usual weekend gathering, the 
celebration began on exactly the day Andover 
earned its township in 1848, on May 18.

And it wasn’t easy, according to town histo-
rian Scott Yeomans. It actually took about 130 
years to get officially chartered as a town of the 
State of Connecticut. By time the state recog-
nized Andover, colonizers had been here 110 
years.

Scott Yeomans, town historian, went over 
Andover’s long road, or cart path, to becoming 
an official town. 

The town started as most New England towns 
after the arrival of European colonizers, an 
ecclesiastical society in the aegis of a church. 
Andover-ians were stuck between long trips to 
church in Columbia or Hebron or other towns, 

quite literally over the river and through the 
woods. 

So, in 1743, Andover’s earliest got together 
and formed their own church-centered com-
munity. This was a temporary solution to the 
travelling issue, though, a far more strenuous 
undertaking 250+ years ago. Residents still had 
to travel to other towns for civic duties – voting, 
paying taxes. 

The town applied to be chartered a few times 
in the 1750s, denied several towns. 

Then as now, Yeomans said, persistence paid 
off. Took a century and some change, but it hap-
pened, and 175 years later, Andover has grown 
from a town of a few hundred to a few thousand 
– tiny by today’s standards, but still a manifold, 
sustained growth. 

State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55), who’s been mak-
ing the rounds in his towns, Andover included, 
said seeing so many friends gathered, hearing 

The Rivereast Honors 
Our Nation’s Heroes
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 “Really happy with this rehab facility, the place is clean, and 
the staff is great!! I really like that when my husband presses 
the help button, someone comes right away, the staff is very 
attentive and supportive. I highly recommend this place.”

  — Wife of a resident

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531

www.colchestereyecare.net RE5-26-23

163 Broadway Street
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-2020

34 Main Street
Hebron, CT 06248
860-228-2020

Colchester and Hebron
Eye Care are both in

network with Eye Med!  

Call to schedule your family’s 
appointments today! 
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For more information, please visit our website:
www.ctlymeriders.com

or follow us on Facebook

May Was Lyme Disease 
Awareness Month

Here are some facts, you may or may not know:

R
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 72% of chronic Lyme patients see four or more doctors before being diagnosed, 
creating delays which will profoundly impact their quality of life.
 Lyme disease is no joke and little tiny creatures can cause so much trouble. 
Ticks carry many bacteria, viruses, fungi and protozoans all at the same time and 
transmit them in a single bite.
  Tick bites affect animals too, make sure and do a full tick check on your animals 
when they come in from the outside.  Close to 1 million canine positive tests 
results annually in the U.S.  Checking for the animals health as well as a tick may 
just be on them and then get onto a person in the house.
 Neurological symptoms are amongst the highest reported with Lyme patients. 
These symptoms range from headaches, vision problems, vertigo, seizures, 
balance and coordination problems, insomnia, brain fog, memory problems where 
forgetting even the simplest tasks happens, to depression and mood changes.  Be 
tick aware!

Awareness and Early Detection Are 
Key to Preventing Lyme Disease... 

• After coming in from outside, immediately put your clothes in the dryer for 10 minutes. 
This will dry out and kill any ticks on or in the clothing.
• Do a full tick check, getting any ticks off as early as possible. If a tick is found 
embedded, pull it out by using fine point tweezers at the head, do not squeeze the body 
and send all the fluids in the tick into the person it is attached to.
• If you find an attached tick save it. Put it in a container with a moist cotton ball, so if you 
start to feel sick or get a rash the tick can be sent to a lab to see what infections it has.
• Don’t wait or assume Lyme disease is hard to catch and easy to cure, as nothing can be 
further from the truth!

In the fullness of  time, the mainstream handling of  chronic 
Lyme disease will be viewed as one of  the most shameful 

episodes in the history of  medicine.
— Kenneth B. Leignor, MD
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Experience The Difference.
The Difference Is Experience!

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
MARLBOROUGH $596,000

378 JONES HOLLOW ROAD

EAST HAMPTON $449,000

5 HALE ROAD

MARLBOROUGH $1,011,000

16 HIGHPOINT CMNS

GLASTONBURY $443,000

41 GLAZIER DRIVE

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
GLASTONBURY $925,000

632 OAKWOOD DRIVE

PENDING

PENDING SOLD!

GLASTONBURY $625,000

5 OLD MUSKET ROAD

EAST HAMPTON $325,000

12 & 15 BROOK TRAIL
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97 INJUN HOLLOW ROAD

JUST SOLD!

JUST SOLD!

EAST HAMPTON $248,900

50 MALLARD COVE

UNDER CONTRACT

EAST HAMPTON $275,000

5 ARCH DRIVE

MANCHESTER $235,000

32 LINNMORE DRIVE

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

HADDAM $1,692,500

*BUYER 
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Last Thursday kids and old timers of Andover got together to start a celebration of 
Andover’s nearly 200 years in business. Here, town, state officials and students bury 
a time capsule and plant a commemorative tree.

kids laugh as they get those grass stains, is a far 
cry from three years ago, when the pandemic 
was raging full-throttle and forced everyone, 
particularly the elderly and the immunocom-
promised, into quarantines. 

“It’s great to see everyone having such a great 
time,” said Weir. 

Weir, stylish socks and all, said went he got 
to the legislature, mentioning he represents the 
55th tends to tilt some heads. Where, they say?

“Pam Sawyer’s old district,” Weir tells them, 
invariably getting a response of, “Oh right!” 

Sawyer ably served the 55th, which at the 
time also included Hebron, Marlborough and 
Bolton, from 1993 to 2015, serving as minority 
whip and assistant minority leader. 

Weir went over some broader history that 
coincided, or nearly did, with Andover’s incep-
tion. 

The same year Andover put on its first pair 
of pantaloons, gold was found at Sutter’s Mill in 
what is now Coloma, Calif., launching the leg-
endary California Gold Rush, and the territory 
now called Wisconsin got its statehood. 

Also, it was just a year before the end of the 
Mexican-American War, victory in which got 
the U.S. a huge swath of land, and just after the 
Potato Famine in Ireland spurred throngs of 
Irish immigrants to American shores. All the 
while, little Andover was growing and thriving. 

“This is a vibrant community with engaged 

town leadership,” said Weir. “I hope this town 
stays so blessed.”

Andover’s First Selectman Jeff McGuire also 
had some nice things to share, along with a soft 
call to action for locals. He joked, “I thought we 
didn’t get anything done now, then I heard it 
took them 130 years to get a town.

“There’s so much history here,” he said, “and 
we need to learn more about it.”

Andover had about 500 people at its start, 
and on their backs the town sprouted to what it 
would grow into in the coming 175 years.

McGuire finished up with a call for volunteers 
– the lifeblood of a town, he said, and it was vol-
unteers that have planned the rush of events be-
tween now and the end of June. 

“The more we do together the stronger we 
will be, the longer we will last” he said. 

Young Andover poet Rebecca King delivered 
her “Ode to Andover” a contemplative poem 
appreciating Andover’s natural beauty, its bu-
colic pace. 

The time capsule buried behind the school 
was very on-brand, with all sorts of 175th gear 
and literature about the town. 

Organizers listed the fun stuff planned be-
tween now and the “finale” the 175th beach 
party at Andover Lake, starting at 11 a.m. 

For a full list of events, check andovercon-
necticut.org/175th-anniversary-committee. 

Standout Athletes of the Week
By Josh Howard

Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 
for the week of May 15 - 21:

Maddox Burton - Bacon Academy (La-
crosse): Burton had a record-breaking week, 
becoming the all-time assist leader and then 
setting the record for career points with the 
program. Burton, a senior, set a new assist 
mark during an 18-5 win over Killingly when 
she scored a season-high 11 points, scoring five 
goals and dishing out six helpers on May 17. The 
following night, she tallied nine more points 
(three goals, six assists) to set a new points mark 
in a home win over Fitch, extending the Bobcats 
winning streak to eight games.    

Aiden Niderno - East Hampton High 
School (Track and Field): Niderno took first 
place and set a personal-best mark in both the 
high jump and long jump at the League Meet 
#5 in Clinton. Niderno, a freshman, cleared 5’ 
8” in the high jump and then covered 19 ‘9.75” 
in the long jump as the Bellringers won the tri-
meet, defeating Coginchaug (77.75-62.25) and 
Morgan (104.67-30.33).

Josh Hanna - Portland High School (Base-

ball): Hanna connected on a pair of doubles, 
driving in three runs and scoring two more as 
the Highlanders knocked off East Hampton 
13-3 at Palmer Field on May 17. The 13 runs 
were a season-high for Portland, who also got 
three hits and three runs from Austin Vess, and 
another three hits from Ethan Krasniewski. The 
win also avenged a 9-2 loss to the Bellringers 
from April 20. 

Chase Massey – RHAM High School (Base-
ball): Massey pitched a gem, throwing seven 
scoreless innings and striking out 10 as the 
RHAM blanked East Hampton 3-0 on May 
15. Massey, a senior, did the damage from the 
mound and the Raptors’ bats provided insur-
ance runs early, scoring all three runs over the 
first three innings. Ethan Polochanin provided 
the highlight when he drove in a pair of runs 
on a double, scoring Fayz Baig and Camden 
McPeck in the third inning. 

To nominate someone as an Athlete of the 
Week, or to offer sports-related comments, 
email joshhowardsports@gmail.com 

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
Some ruminations this week about random stuff.
--I saw a TV news story the other day where a city fire department (New Haven, if I remem-

ber correctly) asked people to display a red light on their front porch to demonstrate their sup-
port for firefighters. Now, don’t get me wrong. I’m all for supporting firefighters, but a red light? 
Really? Did it occur to the organizers of this red-light tribute that participants are likely to find 
drunken sailors lining up to knock on their doors at all hours of the night? Just sayin’…

--Also in the news recently was a fatal crash involving two cars that were engaging in a race—
weaving in and out of traffic at high speeds—on Blue Hills Avenue in Bloomfield. One car hit a 
utility pole, severing it; the other hit a building and caught fire. One person was killed and four 
others were hurt—two of them suffering “life-threatening” injuries. A TV news reporter caught 
up with a local town official or councilman of some sort who, if I understood him correctly, 
blamed the road for the accident. Right. Two morons race recklessly through traffic at high 
speeds, end up in a serious accident, one gets killed, and it’s the road’s fault. How could I have 
been so blind? This sounds more like something a lawyer would come up with.

--In another road-related incident, royal expatriates Harry and Megan claimed last week that 
they’d been the victims of a high-speed two-hour “near catastrophic” chase by a horde of pa-
parazzi in New York City. Call me cynical, but I don’t know how you could have a high-speed 
chase of any kind in New York City traffic, never mind one that lasts for two hours, unless the 
two royal pains in the butt had to keep stopping so the paparazzi could keep up. Still, my heart 
goes out to poor Harry and Megan. I’m guessing that for them the only thing worse than being 
hounded by paparazzi would be if they were completely ignored. But, please, just go back to 
California (or, better yet, England) and spare us the drama, will you?

--You may have seen that the term “homeless” is being increasingly replaced by the term “un-
housed” or “our unhoused neighbors” in the latest current speak. My first reaction was that this 
is a marketing ploy, much as “used cars” became “pre-owned cars” and “car thieves” morphed 
into “joy riders.” Still, presuming that the term “homeless” evolved from the more derogatory 
“bums” or “vagrants” of days past, I guess “unhoused” might be considered a step in the same 
more empathetic direction, though I do find it a bit awkward. Will we now find ourselves refer-
ring to the toothless as the “untoothed” or the witless as the “unwitted?” And do the semantics 
of referring to the homeless as the “unhoused” do anything at all to alter the reality of their 
unfortunate situation? Maybe it’s just nicer. Anyway, if you think I’m missing the point here, I’d 
appreciate it if you’d just consider me “unclued” as opposed to clueless.

--I’ve been reading and hearing a lot over the past couple of weeks about raising the debt ceil-
ing. I can’t help but wonder, at what point does constantly raising the debt ceiling send our debts 
through the roof? (Sorry, sometimes I can’t help myself.)

--Apologies to partisan Democrats and Republicans, but how is it that we find ourselves with 
one presidential candidate who looks like he needs a diaper change and another who (in my 
humble opinion) needs to be hauled off in a straitjacket? Is this the best our country has to offer? 
(Please, please, say no.)

--I was intrigued to read that an elderly couple in India is suing their only son for not giving 
them a grandchild. The couple says they spent a lot of money on raising their son, giving him a 
good education and helping him to become an airline pilot, but the darn ingrate has yet to give 
them a grandchild, which has caused them “a great deal of sadness.” Now, with no grandchild 
apparently in the offing, they want a $643,000 repayment of their estimated expenses. While 
this may seem a little off the wall to most people, I totally understand where they’re coming 
from. I spent an untold fortune raising two now adult sons (most of it in grocery bills) and I’m 
still forced to shovel my driveway in the winter and cut my own grass in the summer. It never 
occurred to me that I might be able to sue them for failing to live up to my unreasonable ex-
pectations. I can honestly say that their disregard for my misconceptions has caused me mental 
anguish, not to mention what may have been two or three near heart attacks and at least two bee 
stings (suffered simultaneously when I ran over a bees’ nest with the lawn mower). I now intend 
to fully explore my legal options.

--Well, that’s my venting for this week. Hope I didn’t raise your blood pressure to unsafe lev-
els, but as my proposed family motto declares, suus ‘semper aliquid  (“It’s always something”).

 Jim Hallas

Memorial Day, one of the most solemn 
American holidays, is on Monday. Schools 
and many businesses will be closed – as they 
should be. It’s a day to remember the fallen; 
those who gave their lives in the hopes that 
their brothers, sisters, children, neighbors 
could have a brighter tomorrow.

So on this occasion, I thought I’d share a 
few Memorial Day poems – all in the public 
domain, of course – starting with the classic 
“In Flanders Fields.” As longtime Rivereast-
area residents will recall, for years this poem 
was read at various local Memorial Day cer-
emonies by beloved former state representa-
tive Pam Sawyer.

 
In Flanders Fields – by John McRae
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields. 

Before Marching, and After – by Thomas 
Hardy - 1840-1928

(In Memoriam F. W. G.)
Orion swung southward aslant
Where the starved Egdon pine-trees had 

thinned,
The Pleiads aloft seemed to pant
With the heather that twitched in the wind;
But he looked on indifferent to sights such 

as these,
Unswayed by love, friendship, home joy or 

home sorrow,
And wondered to what he would march on 

the morrow.

The crazed household clock with its whirr
Rang midnight within as he stood,
He heard the low sighing of her
Who had striven from his birth for his 

good;
But he still only asked the spring starlight, 

the breeze,
What great thing or small thing his history 

would borrow
From that Game with Death he would play 

on the morrow.

When the heath wore the robe of late sum-
mer,

And the fuchsia-bells, hot in the sun,
Hung red by the door, a quick comer
Brought tidings that marching was done
For him who had joined in that game over-

seas

Planting of Veterans Memorial… On Monday, May 22, members of the Portland 
River Valley Garden Club and the Portland Garden Club met for the annual plant-
ing of the Veterans Memorial Garden just outside of the Town Hall.  The red, white 
and blue flowers planted were a memorial to honor the lives of the veterans who 
served the U.S. All the flowers for the garden were donated by Gotta’s Farm. From 
left are Susan Dwyer, Sue Wesoloski, Sue Ferguson, Janice Cross, Jane Klemba, Col-
leen Brede, Rose Bucheri, Sue Anderson, Bonnie Jackson, Diane Bascom, Lucinda 
Patrick, Mary Ellen Nocera and Mary Ann Libera.  The clubs also gave a special 
thanks also to Bill Willinsky, chair of the Veterans Affairs Committee, who helped 
with the watering of the garden.

Deadline Still Tuesday
The Rivereast offices will be closed next Monday, 

May 29, for Memorial Day. However, the deadline for 
next week’s issue – the June 2 edition – will remain 
the same. All copy must be received by noon Tuesday, 
May 30. No exceptions will be made.

Divided Society
To the Editor:

A lesson everyone can benefit from:
I was recently scammed out of $500. There is no way 

to recoup this money. I will have to pay the credit card. 
While frustrated with this monetary loss, it made me 
think of where we are as people. The scammers are here 
to stay. Quite frankly they are smarter than most of us! 
However, their attitude of ‘me first, and too bad for the 
other person’ is prevalent throughout our society.

As a terribly divided society, we are so centered 
around our own beliefs, politics, world views and faith 
we are slamming closed doors rather than opening them 
to listen, to lend a helping hand and to discriminate less. 
Each week in this paper we see a constant diatribe be-
tween several people, strongly expressing their political 
views. Do you really think expressing yourself this way 
while mocking others will convince others to go along 
with your beliefs?

How do we fix such a divided society? It’s not that 
hard. Education is the key to most of what we don’t know 
or don’t understand. Giving of yourself to others is neces-

Let Your Voice Be Heard
To the Editor:

For about the last two months, the town of Colchester 
and the Board of Finance have pondered over the recent-
ly proposed education budget for the next fiscal year. The 
Colchester Public Schools Board of Education proposed 
a 9% increase in the education budget as compared to the 
previous year to Colchester residents. The increase has 
been met with mixed opinions as well as various ques-
tions regarding the new budget proposal. One of those 
questions asked what a less severe increase at around 5% 
looks like in terms of cuts to the budget. Superintendent 
Dan Sullivan III answered with a slew of cuts including 
the offering of strictly half-day kindergarten, removing 
world language from our middle school, as well as cut-
ting the band program entirely from Jack Jackter Inter-
mediate School and WJJMS. 

As a student at Bacon Academy High School and life-
time resident of Colchester, I cannot stand to witness 
such drastic cuts to our children’s education system. I 
personally went through the district’s music education 
and world language programs. I can say that without a 
doubt, the music program became an integral part of my 
life and childhood. Thanks to the support of my educa-
tors, I’ve developed a strong passion for understanding 
musical concepts and instruments. Stripping the art 
of music away from our future students here is an un-
naceptable cut the school will be forced to make if the 
budget is not passed. Town residents would not be pay-

East Hampton Budget
To the Editor:

The proposed education budget includes an increase 
of $1.3 million over the present budget and an increase 
of $527,000 for general government. Please vote at Town 
Hall on May 30.

Ray Zatorski – East Hampton
Note: Zatorski is chair of the East Hampton Planning 

and Zoning Commission, but is speaking as an individual.

sary. Volunteer, do something kind for others. Money is 
nice but actually helping a neighbor, a child or someone 
in need is a far greater gift. And the bonus is, you feel 
better about yourself.

Do the right thing. It is not always easy but if you do 
things for the right reason, people respect you and even 
if they don’t agree with you they will see you as a fair 
person. Going forward, we need to do what is right. Lis-
ten more, argue less and lend a helping hand. By doing 
so, the world will become a more peaceful and integrated 
society rather than one so divided.

Marilyn McGrath – Portland



NEWS BULLETIN • May 26, 2023 Page 5

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

See Letters, page 6

C
IT

5-
25

-2
3

Piano
Tuner
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Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
Where Death stood to win; though his 

memory would borrow
A brightness therefrom not to die on the 

morrow. 

Dulce et Decorum Est – By Wilfred Owen
Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we 

cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our 

backs
And towards our distant rest began to 

trudge.
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their 

boots
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; 

all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots
Of tired, outstripped Five-Nines that 

dropped behind.

Gas! Gas! Quick, boys!—An ecstasy of 
fumbling,

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;
But someone still was yelling out and stum-

bling
And flound’ring like a man in fire or lime...
Dim, through the misty panes and thick 

green light,
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, 

drowning.

If in some smothering dreams you too 
could pace

Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his 

face,
His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin;
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted 

lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent 

tongues,—
My friend, you would not tell with such 

high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glo-

ry,
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.

* * *
See you next week.
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Lunch – happy hour

Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge

112 Halls Hill Road
Colchester

860-531-9160
www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Thurs. Fri. & Sat.

PATIO 
NOW 

OPEN!

15% OFF
Lunch when you spend

$40.00 or more!
OFFER GOOD THROUGH 6/30/23

Prime Rib Dinner is Back!

Colchester School Budget
To the Editor:

The current school budget is unreasonable. The re-
cent proposal made in March for the budget increase, 
its placed a negative impact on future students and their 
education. With a school budget increase of 9.83%, the 
Board of Education had decided that it’s more beneficial 
for teachers and staff to have a salary increase, rather 
than keep the elective teacher. Even though the town has 
increased its per-pupil spending on education by 42% 
over the last decade, LaChapelle once said, “It’s not about 
the money. It’s how we spend the money.” 

As a current student in the local high school, Bacon 
Academy, my peers and I have found it extremely impor-
tant to have those extracurricular activities and teachers 
involved in the education system. These elective and lan-
guage teachers not only are the most positive and kind 
role models we have in our school, but these are classes 
that show students that there are more opportunities in 
the world besides college. Electives like pre-engineering, 
manufacturing, video productions, and woods allow stu-
dents to broaden their horizons. As one of the many stu-
dents that attend Bacon Academy, please take into con-
sideration how important it is to keep elective courses. 

Sincerely,
Kalie Purcell, Bacon Academy student

Support the EH Budget
To the Editor:

As many of us were told by our parents and likely have 
said ourselves, let’s appreciate what we have and focus 
less on what we don’t have. Here’s a sampling of what we 
have in the budget to be voted on next week:

$35.6M for education
$1.3M (3.9%) increase over last year
A bigger dollar increase than approved last year 

($1.3M vs $1.2M)
5% increase in Per Pupil Expenditures over last year
Salary increases for certified and classified staff
In addition to the $35.6M in the education budget, 

there’s an additional ~$700,000 for the Board of Ed in 
capital improvements. This includes ~$400,000 for new 
technology such as high school lab computers, laptops 
for middle school teachers, projectors for Memorial 
School, etc. It also includes ~$100,000 for school security 
upgrades such as window security film and new electron-
ic access system for the high school, an entry system and 
camera for the middle school and Alertus mass notifica-
tion safety system.

Seems like a reasonable budget that deserves support.
David Arcidiacono – East Hampton

School Start Times
To the Editor: 

Being a teenager and getting up in the morning for 
school is a struggle, but sleep for teens is more impor-
tant than you think. Teenagers need at least 8-10 hours of 
sleep per night and 70% of high-schoolers have reported 
they don’t get this. The main reason for teens not getting 
enough sleep is school. It would be important to have 
later school start times, for more benefits.

Teenagers’ brains are wired differently when they go 
through puberty, causing them to be sleepier later at 
night and causing them to wake up later due to shifts in 
biological rhythms. Not getting enough sleep is linked to 
being overweight, having mental health issues, drinking 
alcohol, smoking tobacco, using substances, and poor 
academic performance. 93% of high schools in America 
start before 8:30 am, even though the AAP recommends 
high schools to start at 8:30 am or later so teens can get 
their sleep. Schools in California have delayed their start 
times and already have better proven results including 
improving grades, better attendance, higher graduation 
rates, better mental and physical health, and reduced risk 
of car accidents. 

Not only could later school start times benefit teens, 
but also teachers. More than 40% of teachers get inad-
equate sleep on weekdays and work start times play a role 

Incompetent, or
Purposefully Misleading?

To the Editor:
After the last Colchester Board of Finance meeting on 

May 10, the public is left with two equally bad conclu-
sions: the board’s chairwoman is either incompetent or 
she is lying. Even worse, she is followed by two similarly 
inept or lying minions – John Thomas and Tim Vaillan-
court. 

How did I come to this conclusion? The chairwoman 
was unprepared for the last meeting – or was that part 
of the act? She posted a slide during the Public Hearing 
with an inaccurate mill rate. Then, she continued to claim 
that the cuts to education were only $1.3 million, when 
the cuts were more than $1.5 million. I want to think that 
it was a simple mistake – but the process over the last few 
weeks has demonstrated her gross incompetence. How 
can we trust a board that makes over a $200,000 error 
and displays an incorrect mill rate? The only other option 
besides incompetence is that the chairwoman, and her 
pals John and Tim, were lying – which is even worse. At 
best, they were incompetent; at worst, it was most defi-
nitely ethically deficient, maybe even illegal. In any case, 
the three members of the BOF that voted to forward this 
budget failed to fulfill their fiduciary duty to the town.

This budget will decimate our schools. A full current 
services budget, which is a budget that would provide for 
100% of the services afforded this year to our students, 
would have been a 13.86% increase. Thus, the BOF essen-

Thank You
To the Editor:

St. Patrick Church Guild has placed American flags at 
the gravesites of veterans buried in St. Patrick Cemetery. 
This Memorial Day we honor their service to America. 
May we never forget their contribution to our freedom. 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped in this en-
deavor.

Ann DeMarchi – East Hampton

Charlatans and Evidence
To the Editor:

Sam Prentice defends Tony Heller from charges of 
being a charlatan. Heller runs the blog https://realcli-
matescience.com, rated Conspiracy-Pseudoscience and 
Quackery (https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/real-climate-
science/). It’s possible Heller is not a charlatan. If he be-
lieves the nonsense he’s peddling, he’s not a charlatan, only 
a badly informed menace. Still, he convinces the gullible 
that he understands NASA’s and NOAA’s data better than 
NASA and NOAA; he sounds like a charlatan.

Mr. Prentice says I never back up my claims and in the 
next sentence complains about URLs I post. Sam, those 
are evidence backing up my claims! I use easy-to-type 
URLs in my letters. For instance, I created a link to the 
fact-check above. Now you can type just http://link.sauy-
et.com/77. If you don’t trust these, you can now append 
“/preview” to them. Visiting http://link.sauyet.com/77/
preview, you’ll see the actual URL and can decide wheth-
er to click the link.

Prentice’s letter – falsely chiding me for not provid-

Have Some Empathy
To the Editor:

This is what I thought of when I saw the budgets and 
some may agree and some may disagree. Which is all 
of our right. But, I want you to think of this before you 
vote. Gas prices have gone up. Heating oil has gone up. 
The price of groceries has increased. The cost of going 
out to eat has gone up. Our electric bills have gone up. 
This will only get worse. The more our government raise 
taxes, the more the cost of everything goes up. There are 
many people who are struggling to get by, and it appears 
a recession is coming. So now is not the time. 

When you go to vote on May 30th at the Town Hall, 
remember all these things. And if you can afford an in-
crease in taxes, all the power to you. But have some em-
pathy for those who can’t.

Respectfully,
Erika Bonaccorso – East Hampton

East Hampton Referendum
To the Editor:

While name-calling and innuendo have been ban-
tered about by certain Board of Ed members towards 
certain Board of Finance and Town Council members, it 
remains critical that we are all aware of the facts.

The BoE would have us all focused on a “cut” of almost 
$800,000. The important figure which the board and 
Supt. Paul Smith fail to mention is the actual dollar fig-
ure of $1,300,000 which the schools will actually receive. 

The BoE would have us all believe that this projected 
increase of $1,300,000 is inadequate and that any in-
crease less than the full amount will leave students inad-
equately prepared for college or pursuing a trade. I would 
imagine that as adults, most of us had a school budget 
reduction once or twice in our educational years and we 
still managed to find a way to get a good college educa-
tion, learn a trade and manage to adequately function as 
adults in the real world.

So regardless of your position on this referendum, 
every tax paying resident should make the effort to cast 
their ballot on May 30th. Your vote counts, so please cast 
your ballot. Please vote for the budget as proposed….it’s 
your wallet!

Mark Cunningham – East Hampton

Project Against Budget Cuts
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my deep concern and strong 
opposition to the recent budget cuts proposed by the 
East Hampton Board of Finance and Town Council. As 
a resident and a concerned member of our community, 
I believe it is crucial to address the potential negative 
consequences of these cuts and advocate for their recon-
sideration.

First and foremost, I want to emphasize the signifi-
cance of maintaining essential public services that di-
rectly impact the quality of life for all citizens. These ser-
vices are the backbone of a thriving community. Drastic 
budget cuts can seriously compromise these vital sectors, 
leading to a decline in the well-being and prosperity of 
our town.

It is important to recognize that any short-term sav-
ings achieved through budget reductions can result in 
long-term consequences that far outweigh the initial 
benefits. Neglecting investments in education, for ex-
ample, can have a detrimental impact on our children’s 
future, limiting their potential and hindering the devel-
opment of a skilled workforce. Similarly, neglecting key 
town services such as the East Hampton Ambulance Ser-
vice can create public health risks in the long run.

Moreover, budget cuts often disproportionately af-
fect the most vulnerable members of our community. 
Reductions in mental health services for children and 
healthcare services can have devastating effects on those 

Really?
To the Editor:

The East Hampton Board of Finance carefully and 
responsibly reviewed the Board of Education budget, 
which proposed an increase in excess of $2.1 million. The 
Board of Finance determined that was not warranted and 
sent the budget to the Town Council with an increase of 
$1,335,058 over the current budget. The Town Council 
voted to send that amount to be voted on by the taxpay-
ers.

The Board of Finance did the job that we elected them 
to do. I will be voting ‘yes.’ 

Linda Ursin – East Hampton

ing evidence – itself provides no evidence. Don’t you love 
irony? Let’s examine one of his claims: that Joe Biden is 
the worst president in history. This is opinion, but there 
are actual experts who rank presidents. I know only one 
poll covering Biden, from Sienna College in 2022 (over-
view: http://link.sauyet.com/78, data: http://link.sauyet.
com/79), ranking Biden number 19, in the top half. 
Trump, by contrast, is 43rd out of 45. The other surveys 
covering Trump place him 41st, 42nd, and last. (Details: 
http://letters.sauyet.com/#/2023-05-26). While Sam 
Prentice sees Biden as the worst, experts see him as above 
average and see Trump among the worst. Evidence!

I respond to Prentice’s ridiculous outbursts on climate 
because this is today’s defining crisis. I want my grand-
children to inherit a livable world. We’re on a path away 
from that. The nonsense that Heller promotes and Pren-
tice parrots could keep us from finding a better path.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

in sleep deprivation for teachers. Teachers experiencing 
sleep deprivation can be more nervous and irritable in 
the classroom. Putting these negative emotions on high 
school students reduce their motivation to work.

Pushing back school start times can cause teachers to 
be less stressed and more effective. Delaying school start 
times can benefit teens and teachers in many ways, so 
why not start?

Sincerely, 
Ariel Nair – Colchester

who rely on these resources for their basic needs. As a 
compassionate and inclusive town, we should strive to 
support and uplift all residents, ensuring that nobody is 
left behind.

In conclusion, I urge everyone to vote “No” and “Too 
Low” to force the town’s elected officials to reconsider 
the proposed budget cuts and prioritize the long-term 
interests of our community. Together, we can find more 
sustainable and equitable solutions that preserve the es-
sential services and support systems that make our town 
a great place to live. 

Marlene J. Geary – East Hampton

ing more money, but investing that money back into our 
community of Colchester. 

To the residents of Colchester, I urge you to support 
the Board of Education and attend the budget hearings 
open to the public. Let the board hear your input because 
it is very important.

Ian Sargent – Colchester 
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

CIT3-16-23

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT3-16-23

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Patio Open For Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE5-26-23

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials

47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

$495 & up

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 6/9 “Violent Reign”

Friday, 5/26 
Karaoke

Friday, 6/2 “Rough Draft”
opening for “Who Asked Lisa”

Visit Our Vineyard
Saturday & Sunday

12:00-6:00pm
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589 Exeter Road, Lebanon, CT 06249
(860) 222-4644

www.lebanongreenvineyards.com

LIVE 
MUSIC

Saturday 2:00-5:00pm
Sunday 2:00-4:00/5:00pm

Venue for Private Parties
ANTIQUES FOR SALE

tially unilaterally instituted a 10% plus cut to our schools. 
And they instituted this cut despite a clear majority of 
public comments voicing grave concern about the im-
pacts on our community. This is the definition of tyranny 
– a small minority grabbing the reins of power to enact 
their own selfish agenda. How long until November?

Jeremy M. McKenzie – Colchester

We Won’t Forget
To the Editor:

In her self-aggrandizing letter last week, Christina 
Tammaro-Dzagan, the current BOE chair, praised her-
self for her humility (?) and decorum. She claimed to 
refuse to berate people and that she sets an example for 
children.

Perhaps she forgot her atrocious behavior as she ran 
down the Town Hall hallway screaming profanities!

Don’t worry, Ms. Tammaro-Dzagan; we remember 
and we will remember in November too.

Richard Brown – East Hampton
Note: Brown is a member of the BOF but said he is writ-

ing as a concerned parent and voter.

Tyranny
To the Editor:

America’s democracy was founded on the idea that 
tyranny is easy and democracy and republics are hard. 
The whole system was set up to prevent one man or one 
party or one religion from accumulating all the power. 
If you believe that America should be one white straight 
Christian nation, ruled by white straight Christian males, 
the tyranny is you.

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

What Can You Afford?
To the Editor:

The budget you will be voting on May 30 is a budget 
that delivers all the needs of the town without overtaxing 
its residents.

If you vote ‘no/too low’ your property tax bill could 
increase by $600. Think about what you can afford be-
fore you vote. Your vote is personal. Everyone’s situa-
tion is different. If you are one of those people (or know 
someone) who is having trouble buying food, paying the 
mortgage, affording prescriptions, or paying credit card 
debt maybe you can’t afford to vote ‘no/too low.’

Vote for the budget in front of you.
Vote ‘yes’ on May 30.
The vote will be at the Town Hall.

Alannah Coshow – East Hampton
Note: Coshow is a member of the East Hampton Board 

of Finance, but is speaking as an individual.

However You Feel, Vote
To the Editor: 

By now the pressures from both sides of the issues 
have probably made you want to find some hole in the 
ground and hide in it until after the 30th of May referen-
dum on the budget. I can’t blame you either.

Bitterness and acrimonious remarks have been fired 
back and forth. The issues are numerous and some will 
affect us all in one way or another.

It is your wallet and you know what you can afford or 
not. That is the issue.

However you feel, please vote. That’s important. 
Whether you agree or disagree with the budgets pre-
sented, it is important to do your due diligence and drop 
a ballot in the box. This we often forget is democracy and 
the voices of those able to vote should be heard and rec-
ognized.

When the final votes are tallied, there will still be 
some last minute jabs hurled at the opposition. In a ref-
erendum there is a winner and a loser. There is no 100% 
agreement on much, especially now.

You have your options. Please exercise them and make 
your voice heard. And to all, we say thank you for doing 
such.

Alison Walck – East Hampton
Note: Walck is a member of the East Hampton Town 

Council but is speaking as an individual.

Vote No, Too Low
To the Editor:

Back in 2021 I ran for Board of Education in the town 
of East Hampton. We all know what the #1 issue was back 
then, and many parents sent letters to the editor urging 
voters to vote Republican to “unmask our kids.” When 
asked by Jack Lakowsky my concerns if Republicans won 
the BOE, it was unequivocally cuts to the education bud-
get, because of what the Republicans on the Town Coun-
cil did before the 2019 election. 

Thankfully, most of the Republicans on BOE have 

It’s Your Money!
To the Editor:

With all of the drama that is playing out over our bud-
get process in East Hampton, I ask that you understand 
the facts of the proposed budget and cast your ballot ac-
cording to what you can afford!

The Facts:
 - 3.9% increase for the Board of Education which 

equates to a $1.3 million addition to their current budget 
$34.2 million. That’s $1.3 million over the current bud-
get! And this does not include the potential $600K over 
budget that the BOE will be asking for a bailout from our 

‘General Fund’! 
 - 2.9% increase for General Government which 

equates to an increase of $527,000 to their current bud-
get of $17.5 million. 

 The combined budgets will be a 1.17 mill increase 
over our current mill rate of 34.66.

 It is your money, your family budget! The important 
thing is to cast your vote on May 30th at the Town Hall 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.. This is your town and your right to 
cast your ballot as a taxpayer of East Hampton!

Deborah Cunningham, Member
East Hampton Board of Finance

shown they put education first. The rest of the Republi-
cans on boards, however, continue to show their disdain 
for education. I know parents will remember this in No-
vember, but please, I urge parents to remember in 2025 
and beyond. This is who they are. 

Before I moved to town in 2019 Republicans eliminat-
ed the budget for Chromebooks for younger students. I 
remember going to town council meetings back then and 
watching in disgust as they joked and laughed about how 
right they were in doing so. Thankfully parents respond-
ed and voted them out in 2019 and the Democratic ma-
jority restored this funding just in time for the pandemic.

Vote no, too low on May 30. 
Paul Wisniewski – East Hampton 

Pillars of Our Community
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my unwavering support for 
the pillars of our community that ensure public safety: 
the police, ambulance association, and education system.

Our police force plays a crucial role in maintaining 
law and order. They are the guardians of our community, 
facing complex challenges on a daily basis. Their unwav-
ering commitment to protecting our lives and property 
deserves our utmost respect and gratitude. We also owe it 
to these heroes to make sure they have the resources and 
personnel necessary to be a successful force.

Similarly, our ambulance association, composed of 
dedicated paramedics and emergency medical techni-
cians, saves countless lives every day. These professionals 
work tirelessly, often in high-stress situations, to provide 
critical medical care and transport those in need to the 
appropriate healthcare facilities. Their swift response, 
compassion, and expertise are crucial in saving lives and 
reducing suffering during times of medical emergencies.

Furthermore, our education system plays an instru-
mental role in shaping the future of our community. 
Teachers and educators are the unsung heroes who equip 
our children with the knowledge, skills, and values they 
need to succeed. They are the catalysts for personal 
growth and intellectual development, fostering a sense 
of curiosity, critical thinking, and lifelong learning. Their 
dedication to molding the minds of the next generation 
is commendable and essential for the progress and pros-
perity of our community.

It is important to recognize the immense challenges 
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43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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BBQ Brunch
This Saturday 11am-2pm

Our regular menu will be 
available as well!
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767
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Prioritize Students
To the Editor:

The definition of a representative is, “(of a legislative 
or deliberative assembly) consisting of people chosen 
to act and speak on behalf of a wider group.” However, 
when four out of the seven members of the Town Coun-
cil vote against the interests of the ‘wider group,’ they 
directly contradict their role as representatives. This not 
only jeopardizes the future of education in our town, but 
also sets a dangerous precedent in local politics. What 
purpose does it serve to elect these individuals if they fail 
to listen to the very people they represent? How can we 
maintain faith in a system that neglects our concerns?

Besides this, education is the cornerstone of prog-
ress and prosperity. It equips youth with the knowledge, 
skills, and values needed to become responsible citizens. 
By investing in education, we invest in our collective fu-
ture.

Yet, these proposed education budget cuts threaten to 
undermine this foundation. On top of this, our schools 
are already struggling with an ever growing mental health 
crisis, with data from the CDC showing over 18% of teen 
students have considered suicide. If this isn’t alarming 
enough, almost 9% have attempted suicide. In addition, 
suicide is the 3rd leading cause of death in adolescents. 
If you’re overwhelmed with these statistics, think of how 
overwhelmed myself and the countless other students 
who have to deal with this on a daily basis are!

Cutting any teacher increases risks mentioned above, 
as they are often students only support systems. If there’s 
30+ kids in a class, teachers simply don’t have the time 
nor ability to recognize when a student is going through 
a crisis.

It is imperative that we prioritize the well-being and 
future of the students in East Hampton. I urge everyone 
to vote ‘no, too low’ on May 30th at the Town Hall!

Enja Barry
East Hampton High School junior

Yes for Affordability
To the Editor:

The budget developed by our Board of Finance was 
publicly put together by much hard work and evolved to 
be an affordable means to achieve what is needed. Our 
board recognizes that taxpayers must provide for them-
selves and their families. We all require food, shelter and 
care – now and in the future. 

The board should be supported and thanked for its 
work in offering a town budget to get the important 
things done – including education, town government 
and building maintenance.

A ‘yes’ vote will provide for the town’s needs without 
an onerous tax burden that would affect our interest in 
living in East Hampton.

George Coshow – East Hampton

Brown Should Resign
To the Editor:

Richard Brown, at an April 2023 meeting of the East 
Hampton Board of Finance: “Why aren’t teachers doing 
their jobs?”

Richard Brown, in a letter published in this newspaper 
on May 12, 2023: “I commented that teachers needed to 
do their job.”

Richard Brown, addressing anger directed at him over 
his previous statement, in a letter published in this news-
paper on May 19, 2023: “I told them that I never said 
that.”

There are a few explanations here. Maybe Mr. Brown 
has trouble recalling the things he says. Maybe he attends 
finance meetings in a fugue state. It’s entirely possible 
that he knows what he said, recognizes the error, but is 
so unwilling to acknowledge his mistake that he instead 
doubles and triples down on his incredibly poor judg-
ment. Then, following the May 15 BOF meeting, he fur-
ther criticized the educator that confronted him directly 
by saying “maybe if you had the English skills you’d real-
ize it.” It was captured on video, so don’t bother with the 
“I didn’t say that” garbage.

Mr. Brown, at this stage in my life and career I don’t 
expect to be quoting Looney Tunes characters very often. 
But you, sir, are despicable. You and your party-line BOF 
colleagues are quite clearly incapable of understanding 
the needs of this age-diverse community or the impacts 
of a three-year pandemic that can’t be overcome within 
a timeline convenient to your own personal or political 
agendas.

To the Board of Finance: your budget recommenda-
tions are incompatible with a thriving community. With-
out the necessary funding to education, police, ambu-
lance, and other services, East Hampton will suffer.

On May 30, I will be voting No, Too Low on both of 
your budget recommendations.

Jordan Werme – East Hampton

Don’t Be Irrelevant
To the Editor:

The facts of a budget are relevant (3.9% increase for 
BoE and 2.9% increase for general government).

Public discourse and debate about that budget is rel-
evant.

Demonizing those who disagree with you – sadly 
journalists and elected officials ~ makes them completely 
irrelevant.

Don’t be irrelevant.
Vote for what you can afford.

Sincerely,
Melissa Engel – East Hampton

Referendum Vote May 30
To the Editor:

On Tuesday, May 30, the voters of East Hampton will 
be voting on a referendum to decide on a town budget.

The polling place is at the Town Hall, 1 Community 
Drive.

Please vote, vote your mind and vote what you per-
sonally can afford.

Sincerely,
Susan McCann – Middle Haddam

Community Will Rise
To the Editor:

I am one who is happy that the budget was sent to the 
people and not back to the East Hampton Board of Fi-
nance. Sending it back to them to take another look may 
not have gotten us anywhere. Sending it back with a clear 
message, that the budget is too low, will get us headed in 
the right direction. They showed us how they felt. The 
message was loud and clear. Mr. Brown doesn’t think 
teachers do their jobs (he doubled down on this again in 
the Rivereast last week). They also think they are sending 
a message to the state. Really? Cop-out in my opinion. I 
would rather put my faith in this amazing community. 
The community that has risen above politics, that puts 
our children first, that believes in education and the 
safety of our town. 

I know this is a gamble, but my money is on our com-
munity. We’ve got this, East Hampton! I am so proud of 
the fight you are fighting. May 30th is right around the 
corner and I will be voting no, too low. 

Augie Arndt – East Hampton
Note: Arndt is a member of the East Hampton Board of 

Education, but said he is writing as an individual.

CT Rental Housing Bill
To the Editor:

Senate Bill 4 is bad for Connecticut renters and small 
investor landlords.

At the beginning of COVID, state and federal legisla-
tors put their thumbs on the rental housing market by 
imposing more regulations to slow down evictions, re-
sulting in a recent rise in landlords filing to take posses-
sion of their property once restrictions were lifted. The 
actions of the legislators influenced the rental market re-
sulting in higher rental and security fees as landlords try 
to recoup losses from unpaid rent, nuisance renters, and 
property damages, and minimize the risk of a possible 
high eviction fee.

Senate Bill SB 4, if enacted by Connecticut legislators, 
will rip at the fabric of lease contracts, and stop any legal 
recourse by property owners to take possession of their 
property between Dec. 1 and March 31 with an expected 
yearly rise in evictions in the spring. Presently, the evic-
tion process averages 85 days. If enacted, SB 4 will extend 
the time up to 6 months with the pause in winter evic-
tions.

Senate Bill 4 will not address housing storage or re-
duce rental fees. The result will force small investors out 
of the housing market, reduce affordability and lower the 
quality of housing with absentee landlords purchasing 
rental properties.

Landlords will look for other avenues, to reclaim their 
property that will weaken housing stability with short-
term leases, or no lease, to protect their investment out-
side of government restrictions.

Connecticut legislators need to look at real options to 
increase housing, that would increase competition in the 

Flag Thank You
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Portland Veteran Affairs Committee, 
the American Legion Post 69, and the Town of Portland, 
I would like to thank all those who assisted with placing 
American Flags on the graves of veterans over the last 
few weeks in the Portland cemeteries. We would espe-
cially like to thank Tim Dickerson, Jim Landry, Andrea 
Farrington, Rodney & Nancy Spooner, Richelle Carlone, 
along with coordinator Bill Willinsky for all their help. If 
residents notice that a flag was inadvertently missed for 
a Portland veteran, or because a grave marker does not 
list them as a veteran, the Portland town clerk’s office has 
additional flags.

Michael Tierney
Portland Town Clerk

Hospitality
To the Editor:

It’s time for Hebron residents to push the pendulum 
back towards common sense, core values, positive lead-
ership and responsible decisions that benefit both this 
generation and the next. Rebuilding our Public Works, 
on Old Colchester Road, demonstrates intelligent, long-
range thinking and so does moving 17 Kinney over into 
Open Space. Let’s do this right.

Recently, the newspaper contained a letter which in-
cluded complaints about Hebron’s diminishing volun-
teers. The letter illustrates that, apparently, not everyone 
fully understands Hebron’s constituency. After all, when 
it comes to volunteers, generally, you get what you give. 
Pay attention. The Rivereast is online and so are town 
Zoom meetings. If people are concerned or confused 
about Hebron’s lack of volunteers all they have to do is 
read and listen. A good place to start is July 15, 2021, 

Invest in Colchester
To the Editor:

My wife and I moved to Colchester four years ago. 
Now we are thinking about leaving. The biggest mon-
etary investment most of us will ever make is buying a 
home, but since Colchester is not being run like a busi-
ness, our investment is not being protected.

Without a good school system, taxpayers like my wife 
and I, who as retired individuals cost the town almost 
nothing, will leave. And what businesses will want to 
come to a town with declining schools and a poorly run 
town government?

One gentleman wrote, in the May 19th edition of 
Rivereast, that we shouldn’t give the schools more money 
because school enrollment and test scores are declin-
ing, and college enrollment is down. When a business 
is failing, any good businessperson knows you have two 
choices: dissolve the business or figure out the cause and 
effect and put money into the business to fix what’s bro-
ken. Perhaps school enrollment is down because people 
are sending their children elsewhere or not moving to 
our town. Perhaps test scores and college enrollment are 

Remember in November
To the Editor:

It is clear that the governing boards of East Hampton 
are not representing the will of the people as is their duty 
they have sworn to uphold. Well over 400 residents have 
attended recent Town Council meetings to support edu-
cation, support local police, and to support ambulance 
services.

Residents of all ages and political affiliations spoke 
at these meetings pleading with the council to send the 
budget back to the BOF for review.

High school students and even middle school students 
got in front of the podium to fight for their right to a 
good education. These are not normal cuts you might see 
year to year. These proposed cuts of nearly $800,000 will 
directly and adversely affect our community.

Two elementary school teachers will be cut, forcing 
young students to pile into already-packed classrooms.

One high school english teacher will be cut, forcing 
the active duty librarian/English teacher to take on more 
students and classes. This act alone will render the high 
school library largely unable to be used during school 
hours due to lack of staffing. 

A school psychologist, part-time math specialist and 
BCABA (autism specialist) would also be cut.

Even after hearing well over 50 people speak and 
seeing 400 people attend these two meetings, the Town 
Council still voted to push this frankly insultingly low 
budget through to referendum.

The four Town Council members who voted this 
through are: Mark Philhower, Brandon Goff, Alison 
Walck, and Eric Peterson. I encourage all registered vot-
ers of East Hampton to vote no, too low this Tuesday, 
May 30.

I also encourage East Hampton voters to remember 
these names come November. When someone shows you 
who they are, believe them.

Brian Avery – East Hampton

Pot, Meet Kettle
To the Editor:

Now that it’s election season, Democratic leaders in 
Colchester have taken up a campaign of “civility.” They 
refused to help me hold our first selectman accountable 
for his bad behavior, only caring now that it can be used 
politically. They also forget that they have in their ranks 
a widely supported elected official with a long history of 
violent behavior.

Mike Egan, a sitting member of the Board of Finance, 
once was arrested and charged with criminal mischief 
and disorderly conduct, and his then-wife also charged 
with disorderly conduct, after getting involved in a fight 
between two minors. At the time he was a member of 
the Board of Education. Mr. Egan and his wife went on 
to lie to the police and blame the young boy! That false 
report ended up costing him the chance to attend Navy 
Seal training. The incident led to court and the Egans 
were banned from school sporting events for six months.

Beyond that, Egan has repeatedly called and left 
threatening voicemails for elected officials and candi-
dates. He once threatened a citizen during a town meet-
ing, requiring them to need a police escort to the next 
board meeting. Egan continues to be a belligerent and 
unruly elected Democrat, frequently unable to control 
his anger and stop himself from screaming expletives at 
people or storming out of board meetings.

faced by these pillars of public safety and education. They 
often work under difficult circumstances, grappling with 
limited resources, long hours, and a demanding work-
load. It is incumbent upon us as a community to sup-
port and advocate for their needs, ensuring they have the 
tools, training, and resources necessary to carry out their 
duties effectively.

Sincerely,
Craig Frost – East Hampton

down because there are not enough teachers or parapro-
fessionals to teach our children. Perhaps special educa-
tion is costing more because the school is not adequately 
equipped to properly handle the needs of the children, 
causing parents to hire advocates and lawyers, which 
costs us even more, and then requiring the special educa-
tion services to be outsourced.

A town’s major source of pride is its schools. With the 
direction we are heading I see no reason to be proud of 
Colchester. We need to invest in the future of our chil-
dren, our schools, and our town. I urge you to attend the 
May 31st meeting and force this budget to go back to 
workshop. Let’s get it right and protect our investments.

Joe Fougere – Colchester

Given the Democrats’ outspoken opinion on Andreas’ 
behavior you’d think they’d have strong commendation 
of Mr. Egan’s behavior. Quite the opposite. They con-
tinue to nominate, elect, defend, and rally behind him. 
If you ask a Democratic leader or candidate in town to 
condemn Mr. Egan’s behavior, they’ll refuse. In fact Mr. 
Egan’s current wife, the chair of the Colchester DTC, is in 
this very paper every week attacking Andreas’s behavior 
and yet she continues to ignore the violent behavior of 
her husband.

Their calls for “civility” are nothing but political 
grandstanding and gaslighting.

Jason LaChapelle – Colchester
Note: LaChapelle is a member of the Colchester Board 

of Selectmen but said he is speaking as an individual.

rental market and result in lower market rental fees with-
out inhibiting property owners’ rights.

SB 4 fails Connecticut’s housing crisis and will have a 
negative effect on the rental housing market.

Time to change course on rental housing.
Rose Aletta – Portland 

Appraiser/small investor
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$Letters cont. from page 7
Board of Selectman, which was, before the letter cam-
paign began.

Next, read the Rivereast of July 30, 2021, and subse-
quent articles throughout the last year and a half. Care-
fully listen to the political tone used towards residents 
and the land in our town. Then ask yourself these ques-
tions. How much of any town’s toxic political environ-
ment filters out into the general Public? What if Hebron’s 
political environment is, actually, not appealing to vol-
unteers? Can Town Hall create a “volunteer friendly” en-
vironment to suit their outdoorsy and intelligent popula-
tion?

Secondly, I’ll wager most Hebron households are dou-
ble-, if not triple-, income homes. Spare time is a luxury.

If government is truly pro-Hebron, then show it. De-
fend the 88+ acres in Hebron Center, defend Hebron’s 
rich cultural history, defend residents and safeguard 
Hebron’s future. Connecticut Historical Society and 
stonewall experts support Hebron’s history. Naturalists, 
environmentalists, Audubon, residents and neighbors 
support land and water preservation. Maybe politicians 
should listen to the advice of experts, voters and volun-
teers. #save17.

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Perennial Budget Chaos
To the Editor:

There are two budgets in East Hampton. One for town 
government. One for education. Yet every year, neither 
the Board of Education nor the Town Council has the 
final say about their bifurcated budgets before going to 
voters. Who does? The Board of Finance.

In practice and in reality, the town does not have a 
true bifurcation of its budgets. The only way to end the 
yearly budget chaos is to fix the budget process.

It’s time to consider changing the Town Charter to 
review the purpose and need for the Board of Finance, 
which historically and repeatedly causes unnecessary 
and costly havoc with our budgets.

Kyle Dostaler – East Hampton

What a Phony
To the Editor:

By co-opting the definitions of “democracy” and “pa-
triotism”, liberals identify themselves as social saviors. 
Partly out of self-righteousness, mostly out of fantasy, 
they ironically adhere to philosophies that are neither 
democratic nor patriotic…in a normal universe.

Apparently Scott Sauyet has only followed politics 
since 2017. Otherwise he would know that the true ero-
sion of race relations in America started in January of 
2009. Thanks to President Hope & Change, white/Black, 
rich/poor, cop/criminal, man/woman, straight/gay ten-
sions were exacerbated for the sake of “diversity, equity, 
and inclusion.” We now have a porous southern border, 
a glut of fentanyl, thousands of dead Ukrainians, a dwin-
dling military, high interest rates, inflation, a rising debt, 
bank failures, an Afghanistan cluster-F, and a walking 
embarrassment as U.S. President. And apparently the 
next big pariah is chocolate milk in schools. And Mr. 
Sauyet fears the return of Donald Trump to the White 
House because things might get bad?

Thank You for Support
To the Editor:

The RHAM Alumni Committee wants to thank all 
who supported and attended the 2023 RHAM Scholar-
ship and Project Graduation Benefit this year held at 
Blackledge Country Club in May. Thanks to your gen-
erosity we are once again able to provide two scholar-
ships to deserving RHAM seniors, and also help support 
Project Graduation as we have for the past 15 years. A 
large part of our fundraising included support from the 
following local businesses and individuals.

For raffle prizes, Blackledge Country Club, Country 
Roads Wine & Spirits, Fornarelli’s, Georgia’s Restaurant 
& Pizza, Gm Homes LLC, Its So Ranunculus Flower 
Shop, Jenny Bergeron at Athene Wealth Management, 
Manchester Wine & Liquor, Techliner Web, The Marl-
borough Tavern, Village Green Pizza, Beverly Sparks, 
Diana Wythe Tyler, Jean (Zachmann) Roberts, Jennifer 
Boehler, Karen Pinney, Mary Melfi, and Rick Nowsch & 
Sandi Campbell Lavigne.

And for their generous donations, Tim Scutnik at 
Scutnik and Sons Construction, Calvin Coolidge, Da-
vid Rudolph, Donna Crossley, Elizabeth Kolding, Jeff 
Haines, April Reitman, Mike Thibodeau, Patricia Dick-
erson, Patty Foley, Schadtle Construction, Don Gonci, 
David Gonci and Sheila Tasker, along with many other 
friends who bought tickets to help support this effort.

Constitutional Illiteracy
To the Editor:

Displaying his Constitutional illiteracy, Scott Sauyet 
continues to fallaciously call our political system a de-
mocracy. That term is not mentioned anywhere in the 
Constitution. However, Article IV Section 4 specifically 
obliges the federal government to provide a Republican 
form of government to every state in the union.

Upon the signing of the Constitution on September 
17, 1787, a woman asked Benjamin Franklin, who was 
one of the delegates, what manner of government they 
had given us.

He responded, “A republic, Mam, if you can keep it.” 
James Madison and Alexander Hamilton wrote exten-
sively in The Federalist of their disdain for democracy 
and that any country previously employing it had fallen 
into mob rule and dissolution. On Sept. 21, 1789, follow-
ing ratification of amendments proposed to address anti-
federalist states’ concerns (the first ten of which became 
known as the Bill of Rights), the Constitution was for-
mally adopted becoming the “Law of the Land.”

The remainder of Sauyet’s screed was delusional. 
Nothing he claims has any relationship to the truth. 
Mueller specifically said there was no evidence of ob-
struction of justice. Trump is not a racist or sexist, and he 
certainly isn’t a liar. Sauyet loves to insult and defame but 
can’t be bothered with providing any evidence because 
there isn’t any. And he absurdly projects the Democrats’ 
penchant for sowing division and discord onto Republi-
cans and Trump.

Hunter Biden acted as an agent of his VP father and 

Please Vote No
To the Editor:

East Hampton residents need to ‘vote no, too low’ on 
the Board of Education and town budgets. If you do not 
support these, you must actually go to the Town Hall on 
Tuesday, May 30, and vote. It is important for our town’s 
quality of life and its future.

How we choose to direct our resources reflects who 
we are, what we value, and how we meet the needs of our 
community’s people, businesses, and institutions.

The budgets proposed by the GOP-led Board of Fi-
nance and passed for referendum by the GOP-led Town 
Council reflect their governance style: stupid, short-
sighted, and selfish. They do not reflect the citizens of 
East Hampton. We are better.

There is a difference between cost and value. There is a 
difference between what you can afford to pay and what 
you can’t afford to not fund. Those who advanced these 
budgets are incapable of that level of thought. Instead, 
they governed like angry callers into a conservative radio 
show somewhere on the AM dial, where they only value 
cutting taxes and enjoy maligning schools and teachers. 
Stupid.

Their budgets may achieve short-term savings on 
taxes. In the longer term, however, cuts to those essential 
services negatively impact our schools, police, ambu-
lance and seniors. Prosperous communities and societies 
don’t cut those things. They invest in them.

There is more to a town’s value than its mill rate is. 
The budget on the ballot results in a mill rate change of 
1.17 and cuts education and government. The budget 
that funds education and essential services has a mill rate 
change of 2.35. The difference is $20 to $30 per month for 
most. It selfish to hurt the town so much to save so little. 
Please vote no.

Brian Corvo – East Hampton
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Mr. Sauyet fits the mold of the angry, vindictive, offi-

cious, “progressive,” trying to pass himself off as a stew-
ard of a better America. That is where his private reality 
morphs into epic fantasy. A few observations: Russian 
collusion was a Democrat hoax, bolstered by the media. 
As was the Mueller report. How can you allege obstruc-
tion of justice where there was no justice to begin with? 
The New York indictment was a joke. We all know it. And 
as for illegal cover-ups, why are Hillary’s subpoenaed 
emails still missing? Hunter Biden is a whore-monger-
ing, crack addict, deadbeat dad, Navy washout who ob-
tained a bogus corporate position in a country to which 
his father is exporting billions in cash. Offspring of other 
politicians don’t compare. But like a typical progressive, 
Mr. Sauyet’s opinion of “private citizen immunity” would 
be different if Don Jr. had a laptop.

What a phony.
Regards,

Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

A huge thank you to all of you, and look for us next 
year to be back with an even bigger event! 

The RHAM Alumni Committee
Bob Gonci, Lynn Fogg, Rick Nowsch,

Sandy Campbell Lavigne, 
Karen Conway, Mary Zachmann-Melfi,

Robin Clegg and John Gregory
P.S. If you are interested in joining the RHAM Alum-

ni committee, please call Bob Gonci at 860-228-3388.

Time to Register for
Project Graduation

RHAM High School graduating seniors can 
register for their Project Graduation celebration 
through May 31.

Project Graduation will be at the indoor/
outdoor venue Revolutions, located in South 
Windsor. To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.
com/community/home. If you do not already 
have an AHM Rec Desk account, you will have 
to create one. If you do have an account, select 
Project Graduation Registration from the list of 
programs. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler 
at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org.

Graduation Lawn Signs
on Sale 

Parents and friends of RHAM High School 
Class of 2023 seniors are invited to purchase 
graduation lawn signs. 

AHM Youth and Family Services recently 
purchased extra lawn signs, and will continue 
to sell them until supplies run out. Signs are $20 
each. To order, visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-
events/project-graduation. Note: if you don’t al-
ready have a Rec Desk account with AHM, one 
will need to be created. If you do have an AHM 
Rec Desk account, select Project Graduation 
Lawn Sign Fundraiser from the program list. 

Contact Jenn Boehler at jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org or 860-228-9488 ext. 22 for more in-
formation.

Evening of the Arts
The music and fine art departments at RHAM 

High School will hold their annual Evening of 
the Arts event Thursday, June 1, from 4:45-8:30 
p.m. The visual and performing arts will be cel-
ebrated with a juried art show, performing en-
sembles, soloists, live printmaking and a photo 
booth.

General admission tickets to view the art 
show and watch performances only, will be sold 
at the door for $5. There is no charge for gen-
eral admission for young children, students and 
seniors.

The evening will begin at 4:45 p.m. with 
guests being invited to peruse artwork, as well 
as purchase T-shirts designed and made by stu-
dents. Guests can try out the photo booth or live 
printmaking in the atrium to make their own 

commemorative prints. At 5:45 p.m., dinner 
will be served to those who ordered in advance; 
dinner tickets have already sold out. 

Visual art show juried awards will be pre-
sented after the cabaret performances at 7 p.m. 
At 7:30 p.m., all guests will be invited to the au-
ditorium for the large ensemble performances. 
Dessert and coffee will be available for the entire 
evening at the concession stand. 

Art, music and activities will be all created 
and/or performed by RHAM students. All are 
invited. For more information, see the flyer and 
order form on the school website, www.rhamhs.
reg8.k12.ct.us, or contact Beverley Fisher at 
beverley.fisher@rhamschools.org or Nicholas 
Kokus at nicholas.kokus@rhamschools.org. 

RHAM Scholar-Athletes: Whitmore and Nylen 

Grace Whitmore and Max Nylen were selected as RHAM High School’s Scholar-
Athletes of the Year. 

By Josh Howard
Seniors Grace Whitmore and Max Nylen 

were selected as RHAM High School’s Scholar-
Athletes of the Year for the 2022-2023 school 
year. 

The Scholar-Athlete Program annually recog-
nizes two high school seniors from each mem-
ber high school of the Connecticut Association 
of Schools/Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference (CAS/CIAC) whose academic and 
athletic careers have been exemplary, whose 
personal standards and achievements are a 
model to others, and who possess high levels of 
integrity, self-discipline and courage.

The pair was honored at the 40th annual 
Scholar-Athlete Awards Banquet at the Aqua 
Turf Club in Southington on May 7.

Whitmore Sets Standard of Excellence
Whitmore was a two-sport captain, leading 

the way on soccer fields and basketball courts, 
and earning multiple Central Connecticut Con-
ference (CCC) All-Academic honors.

She was selected all-conference for her play 
on the soccer fields as a senior, captaining the 
team as a defensive midfielder and playing ev-
ery minute of every game under first year under 
head coach Matt Cameron. 

“She never came out of any game,” recalled 
Cameron. “That says a lot about her and she 
helped lay a marker in terms of setting really 
high standards for next year’s group and those 
beyond.”

Cameron added that Whitmore’s demeanor 
allowed the other players on the team to shine, 
referring to her as “the perfect leader” and an 
“A+ kid.”

“She was super selfless, extremely humble. It’s 
not a guarantee that you get someone like her 
every year” stated Cameron, whose tenure start-
ed with 10 losses in the first 11 games before the 
team rebounded by finishing 3-1-1 down the 

stretch.  
“It took us a long time to get grounded this 

year and we didn’t settle in until well into the 
season,” recalled Cameron. “Our results turned 
around dramatically and our belief turned 
around dramatically. We would have never been 
able to do that without Grace.”

Whitmore was also a volunteer youth soccer 
coach in Hebron. 

On the basketball courts, she the starting 
point guard and led the Raptors is assists –– 
dishing out over four per game –– as the team  
won 13 regular season games and qualified for 
the state tournament.  

Whitmore will attend Providence college and 
study nursing.

Record-Breaking Running Back
Nylen was a two-sport captain, playing both 

football and baseball, and earning multiple 
Central Connecticut Conference (CCC) All-
Academic honors.

He etched his name in the history books on 
the gridiron, breaking the program’s record for 
most all-purpose touchdowns. This past fall he 
scored 24 touchdowns — including a record 
eight in one game — and rushed for over 1,500 
yards as the Raptors qualified for the playoffs for 
the first time in the history of the program.

RHAM”s football head coach Dakota Flem-
ing said that Nylen was “like having a coach on 
the field.”

“Max is a great kid, he deserves the scholar-
athlete award,” added Fleming. “It was a plea-
sure to coach him and I wish him the best as he 
moves on with his life.”

After losing his sophomore season because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Nylen literally hit the 
ground running as the Raptors main ball carrier 
during junior season, making all-conference in 
each of the last two seasons.  

Along with being the team’s main offensive 

threat, Nylen was a standout in all three phases, 
playing linebacker on defense and returning 
kicks on special teams.

Fleming, who took over the varsity program 
during the COVID-year, said Nylen helped 
him implement his brand of football, saying, “I 
wouldn’t be the coach I am today without him.”  

“He believed in everything we were doing. 
Even the times when I questioned myself, Max 
was giving 100% effort in everything we do and 

teach” added Fleming. “The other players fol-
lowed his lead.”

Nylen is currently wrapping up his senior 
season on the diamond, playing catcher for a 
Raptors team that will be playing in the Class L 
tourney, which starts next week.  

Following graduation, Nylen will attend Bry-
ant College and study business.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTH  CARE  SERVICES
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INNOVATIONS IN IMPLANTS
 Today’s restorative dentistry innovations create precise, less invasive replacements for 
failing or missing teeth. New designs in implants create stronger, more natural replacements 
without affecting surrounding teeth, improving both tooth appearance and functionality. The 
use of computer assisted design (CAD) in dentistry now facilitates the creation of an exact 
replica of the implant, eliminating much of the loss of bone during positioning. Perhaps 
the most remarkable advancement is the employment of computer-guided surgical maps to 
precisely plan out the implantation to ensure exact positioning. Additionally, the use of new, 
antibacterial coatings in implants provides protection from commonly ingested acids, which 
prolongs the life of the materials. These major advancements enhance the dental implantation 
procedure and longevity of the restoration. 
 Modern implants have been in use since the 1970s, and today these substitutes for missing 
natural teeth have never been more effective, comfortable, and natural-looking. However, you 
still need to take care of them as well as your oral hygiene with regular professional checkups 
and scrupulous home care. Complete dental care for all members of your family is available 
at our office, where we utilize only the latest in dental technology for your care and comfort.
 P.S. The first recorded case of a metal tooth implant dates back to 1000 BC, when an  
Egyptian king had a copper peg driven into his jawbone.
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Middletown Press
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George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
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Hebron Greenhouse Effect
To the Editor:

The profound effect of the Hebron Green Commit-
tee’s report continues to spread through the atmosphere. 
This detailed document offers evidence of the significant 
danger a Public Works facility in Hebron Center would 
pose to the environment and community. After a year of 
investigation, the report was delivered to the Board of 
Selectmen on May 1st and posted in the BOS Agenda on 
May 18th. A copy of the report is also posted at Save He-
bron Center on Facebook. I urge all residents to read it 
and circulate it to their friends and neighbors.

Among the most important messages from the HGC 
is included on page 1, “The operations of the new DPW 
facility entails activities such as salt storage and handling, 
truck maintenance operations, fuel storage and dispens-

Friends Auction Thanks
To the Editor:

The Andover Friends of the Library wish to thank ev-
eryone who made this year’s Goods and Services Auc-
tion a wonderful event. Special thanks to Carol Lee, our 
events manager, to Andover Pizza, to all the bakers for 
their delicious treats, to the volunteers and to all the bid-
ders who pre-bid or were present to make the evening 
such a success. We are appreciative of your continued 
generosity.

Julie Victoria
Acting Friends President

Who is Mark Philhower?
To the Editor:

He is a dedicated family man, a loyal friend, and an 
honest businessman.

He is a lifelong East Hampton resident who has volun-
teered in countless town roles for 30 years.

We are proud to have known Mark for 15 years, both 
professionally and personally. He is a man strong in 
his convictions. He is knowledgeable, responsible, and 
makes decisions based on common sense.

It is unfortunate that some choose to slander Mark’s 
name rather than articulate an argument of factual infor-
mation and engage in a substantive debate.

East Hampton is fortunate to have Mark as a public 
servant.

Respectfully,
Randi and Deborah Demers

Recent Residents of East Hampton

Responsibilities
To the Editor:

Living in a community means having certain respon-
sibilities. As individuals, we all work hard each day to 
do what is best for ourselves and our families. But as 
citizens, we also have a responsibility to contribute to the 
greater good. I have often heard, especially during budget 
season, “my children are grown and I have done my part,” 
or “I chose not to have children so why should I pay for 
the education of someone else’s?” Unless you live in com-
plete isolation, we all benefit from educating the children 
of our community…our future health care professionals, 
mechanics, engineers, farmers, and teachers.

As citizens, we are responsible for fostering growth 
and progress within our community and that cannot 
happen without investment. Economic difficulties are 
real, inflation is real and schools and local government 
are not immune to these challenges and rising costs. But 
growth and progress cannot happen in our education 
system, and our community as a whole, when we reduce 
staff across departments, increase class sizes, offer fewer 
options for high school English classes, close the library 
media center, provide less support from math specialists 
and psychologists, provide fewer opportunities for our 
senior citizens and hinder our first responders. In fact, 
we can’t even maintain the status quo. Instead, we risk 
significant steps backwards. 

Elected officials have responsibilities too. They are 
charged with putting forth a reasonable budget, yes, 
but equally important, they are responsible for listening 
to their constituents, for providing for the needs of the 
community and for understanding the ramifications of 
the decisions they make. I do not believe the members of 
the BOF and TC have upheld those responsibilities. Out 
senior citizens, our police department and our students 
deserve better.

The people of East Hampton deserve better. Vote No! 
Too low! on Tuesday, May 30.

Nancy Kohler – East Hampton
Note: Kohler is a member of the East Hampton Board of 

Education, but said she is writing as a citizen.

Budget Season Voice of Reason
To the Editor:

Colchester, this is the second of several installments 
I will be providing to keep you, the taxpayer, educated 
going into the referendum. This week I am going to share 
my thoughts on the town budget.

The town had roughly $1.2M in additional revenue 
added to the grand list via motor vehicle assessments, 
$500K for taxes on the gas pipeline and $675K for the 
energy plant. Again, rough math $2.3M in additional 
revenue and yet the town is coming forward with close to 
a zero-dollar increase. Sounds good right! Wrong! That 
$2.3M has been committed to spending (as opposed to 
tax relief) and if this budget passes it will almost certainly 
result in a ~10% tax increase next year when motor ve-
hicle reevaluations go down and leave the town’s grand 
list shy of $1.2M to $1.5M.

This backdoor math is most certainly not the trans-
parency nor the affordability that was promised to us 
during campaign season, it’s more like a boldfaced lie 
to the taxpayer. What is worse yet is the fact that these 
elected officials believe that they can pull one over on the 
taxpayer because we are not educated and/or engaged 
enough to catch them. Let that sink in for a minute! We 
as an electorate made a social contract with those indi-
viduals that run for public office, and they need to keep 
their promises or be held accountable.

Not to mention that as soon as the town passes a 
budget, they are going back to the taxpayers for another 
$1.5M to cover the shortfall in the senior center project.

This does nothing more than gentrify our community, 
keep minorities out and chase lifelong residents out. Both 
Republicans and Democrats alike should be ashamed of 
this budget, I know I am!

Thank You,
Taras W. Rudko – Colchester

Bomb the Ceiling
To the Editor:

Another presidential administration, another fear-
mongering struggle session about the “debt ceiling.” 
While our country is functionally bankrupt, as all the an-
nual income taxes collected don’t even cover the interest 
on the national debt, that won’t stop politicians from ex-
ploiting another made up crisis to further collapse Amer-
ica while pretending to be heroes of the working class.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen says we must raise 
the debt ceiling so other countries don’t think of us as a 
“deadbeat nation.” It makes sense...everyone knows that 
the best course of action when you’re completely unable 
to pay your credit card bill – or even the monthly interest 
– is to just call up the company and have them increase 
your spending limit. That should fix it!

Draconian Vision
To the Editor:

The Colchester Board of Finance chair has morphed 
a process that has always looked to balance the needs of 
the community with its ability to pay for those services 
through community input into a process that public, de-
partment head, and the Board of Education input have 
been ignored. Instead, it has been replaced with her own 
vision of draconian reductions to programs and services 
at both the town and school. How those reductions im-
pact our schools or our students have been ignored. Why 
have a budget survey, multiple budget forums, budget 
workshops, and public meetings if none of the input is 
ever taken into consideration.

The goal has been distraction and a complete lack of 
transparency by the chair and this Republican controlled 
board. Amazingly there is still not one single budget 
document that shows the assumed revenue, expenditures 
and calculation of the resulting mill rate. In past years the 
Budget book was presented and adjusted as the process 
proceeded. This year, process has been a series of can-
celed meetings and a dizzying series of incomprehensible 
excel spreadsheets that attempt to show the approved 
expenditure adjustments and assumed revenue, yet none 
of these are presented on the town’s website or even de-
picted in the meeting minutes. 

The BOF has department-level authority for the town 
budget, yet when adjustments to those departments were 
made at the May 8th Budget Hearing, none of those ad-
justments were documented in a revised town budget or 
even reflected in the posted minutes. This is anything 
but transparent. The only transparent thing in this year’s 
budget is that your opinion or concerns on the impacts 
of this budget are of no concern to this Board unless you 

Support Teachers, Staff, Town
Dear Registered and Future Voters:

Mark Twain once said, “Out of the public schools 
grows the greatness of a nation.” Please think about that 
statement carefully. It is a known fact that our students 
are being shaped and molded for the future. And it is our 
job as registered voters to make sure that we set in place 
a solid foundation for our students. Our children depend 
on us to make responsible decisions that they cannot. 
We are their role models and their voice, so please think 
carefully about your vote when you go to the polls on 
May 30th.

After the last TC meeting, I left feeling very vulnerable 
and deflated. Why are some adults so “scared” of taking 
a risk to do what’s right for our town and our children? 
Even our very own, well-educated high school students 
had more courage to stand up and speak out to the TC 
members. Doesn’t that show you that our teachers are 
“doing their job?” If we can continue to help support 
our teachers, staff, and town, please vote this May 30th! 
Please vote no, too low!

Alexis Tammaro – East Hampton
Note: Tammaro is a paraprofessional at Memorial 

School, but said she is writing as a parent and resident.

Most people give economists, government officials, 
and bureaucrats a lot of credit, thinking that these people 
must know something they don’t and are experts in their 
fields. They wouldn’t be in charge unless they knew what 
they were doing...right? The truth is that these people 
know exactly what they are doing, which is constantly 
eroding the value of our dollar, the economic stability of 
our country, and our children’s future of freedom. 

Since 1913 it’s a been a fiat system operating under 
a fractional reserve banking Ponzi scheme - it was de-
signed to fail. As more and more banks collapse and 
countries dump the dollar, our problems will only accel-
erate. A deal must be made by June 1st and rest assured 
that it will...we can’t allow ourselves to be seen as “dead 
beats” on the global stage, especially not while we are 
engaged in a proxy war with Russian through Ukraine.  
Maybe with a little luck, this conflict can go hot and we 
can finally get our war economy back on track. 

It’s what we do, Build Bombs Better!
Colin McNamara – Marlborough

See Letters, page 31

‘Advocates’
To the Editor:

Accountability is a funny thing. Make a mistake, ac-
knowledge it, apologize, ask how you can help to fix it, 
and move on. In the end, accountability will earn you 
more respect than doubling-down on missteps. Mike 
Buck and I have recently been told we need to apologize 
for “twisting” a finance member’s words. Aside from this 
being laughable (since the person’s statement was dur-
ing a public meeting) it’s equally hilarious that someone 
thinks we know every person who has demanded ac-
countability from this finance member (and his board). 
It’s flattering, but false. 

Back to accountability: The only apology I have of-
fered is for the egregious mistake I made in November 
2021, which I take accountability for. I’m trying to fix my 
mistake by being the best volunteer I can be, in support 
of education and common sense education funding. On 
a separate note: a “Vote No, Too Low” sign must get its 
wings every time parents see their concern for education 
being patronized, by being called Education “Advocates” 
(advocates always in quotes) by a finance member. We 

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
illegally enriched the Biden family through his shady 
business dealings with Ukraine and China. But Sauyet 
idiotically compares him to Trump’s young son, Barron. 
After fraudulently concealing its existence for a year, 
Democrat-partisans in the FBI and DOJ criminally ob-
structed justice and interfered in the 2020 election by 
intentionally lying that Hunter’s laptop was Russian dis-
information. 

Sam Prentice – Andover

Done Their Due Diligence
To the Editor:

Just a quick note commenting on the up-and-coming 
town referendum to be held Tuesday, May 30, at Town 
Hall. There is a need for additional funds for all town ser-
vices. The Board of Finance has done their due diligence 
and will distribute funds as fairly as possible. 

Vote ‘yes’ on Tuesday, May 30. 
Bill McCann – Middle Haddam

share their fiscally draconian vision for this Town.
Mike Egan – Colchester

Note: Egan is a member of the Colchester Board of Fi-
nance but is speaking an individual.

ing, and other related activities which have the potential 
to be detrimental to the environment. As you have ac-
knowledged, a new DPW facility is required to be built 
and operated to the most up-to-date standards... How-
ever, as we all know, even at well designed, constructed 
and operated facilities, accidents happen, and even small 
releases of pollutants can, over time, cause major prob-
lems. This is why we are concerned about the long-term 
effects of these activities on the quality of the surface wa-
ter and ground water, including future water supplies in 
the area, regardless of the design and construction of the 
new DPW facility.”

The report continues and on page 5 acknowledges the 
necessity of keeping Public Works at the current location 
on Old Colchester Road where the groundwater has been 
compromised due to “activities already on the property, 
such as the closed landfill.” The HGC states unequivo-
cally, “this site is a better alternative for the higher risk 
DPW activities...”

Thank you, Hebron Green Committee, for your dili-
gent effort and thoughtful expertise.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

Bill Peterson Memorial Scholarship
The Portland Soccer Club (PSC) Board of Di-

rectors will award the $500 Bill Peterson Memo-
rial Scholarship again this year. The scholarship 
is awarded to high school seniors who are head-
ed to college or a post-high school institution. 
Applicants must be a Portland resident and have 
played a minimum of two years with the PSC.

All applicants must submit a 250-word essay 
entitled “How Soccer Inspired Me to Give Back 
to the Community.”  The essay needs to demon-

strate the role soccer has had in the applicant’s 
development and how the applicant has used 
that influence to give back to Portland’s soccer 
community.

Scholarship applications are at www.bluesom-
brero.com/portlandsoccerclub, under the “Com-
munity Link” drop-down. All scholarship appli-
cations must be received no later than June 1. 

For more information, email PSC President 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com.   

Preschool Screening May 26
Valley View School will conduct a preschool 

screening Friday, May 26, for children ages 3-4. 
The screening is designed to answer questions 
about a child’s development, as well as identify 
children who may be eligible for the preschool 
selection process.

During the screening, children will meet with 
members of Valley View’s preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities that assess 
different such developmental areas as cognition, 

communication, fine and gross motor skills, 
and social interaction. During this time, par-
ents/caregivers will meet with another member 
of the team to discuss the child’s adaptive and 
personal social skills.

Following the screening, parents/guardians 
will be sent a letter stating their child’s results. 
For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View at 860-342-3131.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com, call 860-342-6757 
or email adionne@portlandct.org.

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Interme-
diate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend is 
$18 a day.  Children who live or attend school 
in Portland may participate. Bussing is provided 
from Valley View and Gildersleeve schools.

Lady Highlanders Hoops Camp: For grades 
3-6. Wednesdays, June 7-28, 6-8 p.m., at BIS. 
Portland High School basketball coaches and 
players, as well as members of the 2011 PHS 
championship team, will instruct. Cost is $20 
for this 4-week class.

Summer Quest Camp: Monday-Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the Portland high/middle 
school complex. Week one begins June 26 and 
week seven ends Aug. 11. Base Camp is for 
grades 1-6, and Teen Camp is for grades 7-9. 
Teen campers will go on an average of two field 
trips per week. Cost for the camps varies by 
week.

Themed Ballet and Tap Classes: For ages 
3-6, held at The Inner Circle. Bluey & Bingo’s 
Big Ballet is Wednesdays, June 21 and 28, from 
4:30-5:15 p.m.; Fancy Dancy is Wednesdays, 
July 19 and 26, from 4:30-5:15 p.m.; and En-
chanted Fairies Dance is Wednesdays, Aug. 9 
and 16, from 4:30-5:15 p.m. Fee per two-week 
class: $25.

Themed Dance Classes: For ages 6-8, held at 
The Inner Circle. Barbie Blowout Jazz & Ballet 
is Thursdays, June 22 and 29, 5:15-6 p.m.; Magi-
cal Unicorns Ballet & Tap is Thursdays, July 20 
and 27, 5:15-6 p.m.; and Rhinestone Round-
Up Tap & Jazz is Thursdays, Aug. 10 and 17, 
5:15-6 p.m. Fee per two-week class: $25.

Adult Tap Dance Exercise: Wednesdays, 
June 21 and 28; July 19 and 26; or Aug. 9 and 
16, at The Inner Circle. All levels welcome. Cost 

is $50.
Come Dance with Me: For ages 18 months-4 

years. Thursdays, June 22 and 29; July 20 and 
27; or Aug. 10 and 17, 4:30-5 p.m., at The Inner 
Circle. Fee: $50.

Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp: Monday, 
June 26-Friday, June 30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Port-
land High School, for boys and girls in grades 
3-8. Cost: $150.

Kiddie Camp: For ages 3-5. Weekly sessions 
start July 17, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at PHS. Cost: 
$115/residents, $125/non-residents. 

Little Ninjas: For ages 3-6. Thursdays, July 
6-Aug. 10, 4-5 p.m. or 5-6 p.m., at The Inner 
Circle. Cost: $72.

Kids’ Gymnastics: For ages 6 and up. Satur-
days, July 8-Aug. 12, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., at The 
Inner Circle. Open to all skill levels. Cost: $72.

Kids’ Karate: For ages 6 and up. Tuesdays, 
July 11-Aug. 15, 4-5 p.m., at The Inner Circle. 
Cost: $72.

Self-Defense for Women: Sundays, July 9, 
July 23, or Aug. 13, 6-7 p.m., at The Inner Circle. 
Cost: $30.

Tiny Tumblers: For ages 2-4. Mondays, July 
10-Aug. 14, 11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m., at The Inner 
Circle. Children will learn the basics of gymnas-
tics. Cost: $72.

Kickboxing: Mondays, July 10-Aug. 14, 7-8 
p.m., at The Inner Circle. For both the beginner 
and advanced student. Cost: $72.

Skyhawks Tennis Camp: Monday-Thursday, 
July 17-20, 9 a.m.-noon, at the Portland High 
School tennis courts. For beginning, intermedi-
ate or advanced players. Cost is $145.

Restorative Yoga Workshop: Wednesday, 
July 19, 6-7:15 p.m., at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Space is limited to just five people. Cost is $20.

Skyhawks Camps: Monday-Thursday, Aug. 
14-17, 9 a.m.-noon, at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Cost is $189 for Sports and Games Camp, and 
$145 for Mini-Hawk Camp. 

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services, www.facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth 
or www.Instagram.com/PortlandCTYouth, or 
contact Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.
org or 860-342-6758. To receive email updates 
about YFS programs and events, sign up at ee-
purl.com/h5m35f.

Youth LGBTQ+ Drop-In Night: Wednesday, 
June 7, 6-8 p.m., in the Wagner Room of Port-
land Library. There will be games, art supplies 
and other activities, along with snacks. 

Little Hikers: Friday, June 9, 10:30 a.m., at 

Portland Riverfront Park on Brownstone Av-
enue. Note the new date. 

Plant & Learn: Aloe: Saturday, June 10, at a 
time and place to be determined. All budding 
gardeners and their parents/grandparents/care-
givers are invited to learn about aloe and replant 
the “pups” into containers to take home.

After School Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, June 
13, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Drop-In & Draw Arts & Crafts: Friday, June 
16, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Youth & Parent LGBTQ+ Support-Style 
Groups: Wednesday, June 21, 6-8 p.m. 

Summer Kick-Off: Monday, June 26, 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Save the date! There will be a mobile 
petting zoo, ice cream, lawn games and more.

Knights of Columbus
Car Show

Knights of Columbus Freestone Council No. 7 
will present its seventh annual car show Friday, 
June 2, starting at 3 p.m., at St. Mary Church, 45 
Freestone Ave. The show is dedicated to Antonio 
“Buddy” Hernandez.

Classic cars, muscle cars, street rods, trucks 
and more are welcome. There is a $15 entry fee, 
with proceeds to benefit local charities.

The Knights’ Kitchen will be open, offering 
burgers, hot dogs, sausage and pepper grinders, 
and beverages. There will be a raffle, with prizes 
including signed Joey Logano collectibles, car ac-
cessories, electronics, gift baskets, wine and more.

Awards will be presented for Best of Show, 
Oldest, Classic, and Truck.

Juneteenth Celebration 
Returns This Year

On Saturday, June 24, the Portland Commit-
tee on Solidarity will host a Juneteenth celebra-
tion from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Riverfront Park. 
There will be speakers, a food truck, games and 
entertainment.

Among the food vendors present will be the 
Middletown-based Crab Shack King seafood 
truck, the Hartford-based No Pork on Dis Fork 
hot dog cart, and the Ice Cream Emergency 
truck.

Sponsors are welcome; sign up your business/
organization for a table at the event. 

For more information, email portlandctsoli-
darity@gmail.com.

Police News
5/15: Kasey Dykas, 37, of 354 Main St., was 

arrested and charged with third-degree assault, 
Portland Police said. 

5/16: John Coppola, 43, of 604 Main St., was 
arrested and charged with disorderly conduct, 
second-degree threatening and third-degree as-
sault, police said.

Resident Graduates
Jonathan Oliveira of Portland recently gradu-

ated with a Master of Science degree in applied 
behavior analysis from Regis College in Weston, 
Mass.

New Water Line Coming to Perry Avenue
By Jack Lakowsky

Due to some unforeseen developments at 
the Brainerd Place project, the town has to pay 
about $70,000 to get a new water line under 
Perry Avenue, near the Brainerd site. 

Public Works Director Ryan O’Halpin said 
DiMarco Constructors, the site’s developers, 
agreed to pay only $10,000 on top of the town’s 
cost. The town gave the work to Mizzy Con-
struction, voting to waive bid requirements. 
Mizzy is a contractor working for DiMarco. 

The Perry Avenue work will disrupt traffic, 
but should be finished quickly. 

The selectboard unanimously agreed to spend 
the money, with selectman Shaun Manning say-
ing there was no benefit to delaying. 

Specifically, the town will put in seven new 
service connections, and has to because of “un-
foreseen” shallow rock at the site. This was an 
issue for the town’s plans to work on Perry Av-
enue’s water main, as the company now has to 
do work that could disrupt it. 

The new service connections will avoid ser-
vice disruptions for Perry Avenue residents, 
O’Halpin said. He also said he expects to work 
to take a week of work, finished by the end of 
the month. 

When digging for the new water line for a 
new building, workers found that the proposed 

line is very close to the existing line. To avoid 
damage to the existing line, it’ll move the line to 
the west side, and extend it south. 

The town says this will benefit the Perry Av-
enue residents. Digging into the rock so close 
to a water line would be a public health issue, 
O’Halpin said. 

Portland residents and commuters may have 
noticed the recent visible progress at Brainerd 
Place, especially over the last couple months. 

In a Facebook post First Selectman Ryan Cur-
ley said he expects the first apartment building 
to be ready in the next 12-15 months.

The perennial project is a mixed-use residen-
tial apartment/retail/medical/office develop-
ment in Portland, Connecticut. The develop-
ers, Bright Ravens and the DiMarco Group are 
moving on construction of the 15-acre, 7-build-
ing project, including 99 residential apartment 
units, a Starbucks, the Sage House restoration 
(for a future restaurant), and the Brainerd 
House restoration (for a central clubhouse with 
amenities). 

The deluxe studio, one- and two-bedroom 
apartments mix with the retail and office to 
create a true “town village-feel” in the center of 
town, according to the company’s self-descrip-
tion. 

This indicates a rosier picture than last sum-
mer, when Brainerd was struggling hard. How 
many of its issues it alleviated since then hasn’t 
been publicly stated. Brainerd could not secure 
more business tenants other than Starbucks, 
which committed quite some time ago, and 
hat-in-hand had to ask the town’s permission to 
change its plans. 

Last year Dan Bertram, manager of the firm 
overseeing the project, asked the Portland Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission to let him delay 
development of major business spaces until af-
ter more apartments and a smaller commercial 
space are leased.

Bertram believes having this space full will be 
more attractive to businesses looking to lease a 
spot. Brainerd has struggled to lease with busi-
nesses, Bertram said. He said this is a nation-
wide issue, Portland no exception. 

To put it in Bertram’s terms, the project went 
from two phases with equal amounts of busi-
ness and apartment development to a less con-
current three phases. 

Now, most of the apartments will be devel-
oped in the first two phases with some com-
mercial buildout, including a 10,000 square foot 
restaurant space. A majority of retail buildout 
will now occur in the third phase, about 60%. 

Though members were skeptical and wary of 
the change, grilling Bertram and several engi-
neers, zoning commissioners unanimously ap-
proved Bertram’s request.

At least at first commissioner Victoria 
Tchtechet questioned if Portland’s regulations 
even permitted Bertram’s proposal, saying this 
type of change can’t go through without the 
applicant proving hardships caused by circum-
stances beyond their control. 

“The proposal we’re making here is to try to 
do more now, not change the plan,” said Ber-
tram before the approval, given last year. 

Bertram repeatedly said leasing commercial 
spaces is incredibly difficult right now, a fac-
tor beyond his firm’s control. He said he’s gone 
through three different leasing brokers.

“Our headwinds are significant,” he said. 
Bertram said when he came on in 2015, CVS 

was supposedly “locked in” to lease a large piece 
of the property. That is no longer the case, Ber-
tram said, mentioning CVS’ recent announce-
ment it plans to close hundreds of stores. 

Town planner Dan Bourett added the com-
mission still has power to withhold occupancy 
certificates if the project doesn’t meet deadlines 
and requirements. 

Flags for Portland
Veterans’ Graves

The Portland Veterans Affairs Committee and 
American Legion Post 69 members have placed 
flags on graves of veterans buried in Portland 
cemeteries for Memorial Day. 

If residents notice that a flag was inadvertent-
ly missed for a Portland veteran, or because a 
grave marker does not list them as a veteran, the 
Portland town clerk’s office has additional flags.

Earthquakes Rattle 
Bloomfield

The Portland Soccer Club’s U10 Earth-
quakes squeaked out a nail-biter vs. Bloom-
field on Sunday.  The team, down 3-2 with 
10 minutes to play, rallied to notch a 5-4 
victory. Beckett Warner and Liam Xiao both 
connected with the back of the net, while 
Tucker Parmelee tallied his first hat trick of 
the season to round out the scoring. 
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Remember, If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!
Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com

Gotta’s Farm
Rt. 17, Portland

(860) 342-1844
Open Daily 8:00am – 6.30pm

QP Farm Market
Rt. 66, Portland

(860) 342-5030
Open Daily 8:00am – 6.00pm

CEMETERY & PATIO POTS
FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

AMERICANA GERANIUMS:
$4.49 each or $45.00 per dozen

4” Pots of PERENNIALS, ANNUALS
$4.49 each or $55.00 for a flat of 15 pots. 

 We have a large selection of
ANNUAL FLOWERING & VEGETABLE PLANTS
that were recently transplanted. All trays $1.49 

each or $14.99 for a flat of 12 trays.
We also have a good selection 

of HANGING BASKETS.
We have 

black & brown 
BULK MULCH 

available 

C
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Pies, breads & desserts baked fresh 
daily in our farm stand bakery.
We have milk, butter & eggs.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

NOW SERVICING & INSTALLING
A/C SYSTEMS!

United Methodist Church News
Portland United Methodist Church, lo-

cated at 381 Main St., is a member of the New 
England Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. The church is an open and affirming 
congregation, welcoming everyone. The build-
ing is accessible.

In-person worship services are held Sundays 
at 9 a.m., with a Fourth Sunday weekly Com-
munion service at 1 p.m. replacing the regular 9 
a.m. service on those Sundays. However, due to 

the Memorial Day parade on Sunday, May 28, 
the 1 p.m. service that will be at 9 a.m.

 The Portland United Methodist Crafters 
meets alternate Fridays at 2 p.m., at the Pastor’s 
Residence. If interested in joining, call 518-729-
8215.

The church mails a monthly newsletter from 
the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Judith Johnson-Siebold. 
To join the church mailing list, email Portland-
ctumc@gmail.com.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 

Main St., invites the community to celebrate 
each week. 

Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are not fully vaccinated are asked to 
wear their masks.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there is also a 
gathering in the church office at the same time, 
for Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading 
experience is required. All are welcome. 

On Saturday, June 10, at 7 p.m, Brownstone 
Vital Connections presents the Sharades, featur-
ing music from the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. Tickets 

are $12 in advance and $15 the day of the show 
and are available by emailing trinityvitalcon-
nections@gmail.com or calling 860-342-4321. 
You can also purchase tickets on Eventbrite for 
an additional fee. All proceeds will be donated 
to the Middlesex Land Trust. Come out and join 
the fun for a great cause! 

Check out more information, the church’s 
calendar of events, donate, or listen to past ser-
mons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If 
you have any other prayer requests to lift up, 
email the church office at trinitychurchport-
landct@gmail.com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

Registration for Fall Travel Soccer 
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has announced 

registration for the fall 2023 travel soccer season 
is now open. All eligible players must register 
online, at www.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub.

Cost per travel registrant is $170. All players 
must prepay for registration prior to evaluation. 

Registration closes June 7. Any registrations 
received after this date will be charged an addi-
tional $30 late fee, and are not guaranteed a spot 
on a travel team.

Evaluation sessions will be Sunday, June 11, at 
the Portland Recreational Complex, located on 
Route 17 (Gospel Lane) in Portland. Evaluation 
times will be by birth year: those born in 2015 
and 2014 will be evaluated from 5-6 p.m.; 2013 
and 2012 will be 5:15-6:15 p.m.; and 2011 and 
2010 will be 5:30-6:30 p.m.

If you cannot come for your time slot, a 
make-up slot will be available from 7-7:45 p.m.

All players must attend the evaluation ses-
sions.  Players are directed to wear cleats, shin 
guards, and bring a water bottle and an appro-
priately sized ball. The wearing of any PSC uni-

form by players is prohibited. 
New players will receive a uniform kit; order-

ing information and instructions will be sent af-
ter evaluations from PSC’s uniform vendor.

PSC said it anticipates fielding gender-based 
teams within the U9-U14 levels for the fall sea-
son, depending on player registration totals. 
The club reserves the right to combine birth-
year players when forming teams.  Refunds will 
be issued if player is not placed on a team.

For more information, contact PSC president 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 
205-999-8842; vice president Chris Donahue at 
donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 860-638-7400; or 
registrar Stephanie Bolstridge at stephaniebol-
stridge@gmail.com or 860-478-9693.

Library Friends Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library groups 

has fiction, romance, teen and children’s used 
books, as well as DVDs, at the Second-Hand 
Prose Bookshop at Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave. The sale takes place during regular 
library hours. 

Books are 50 cents for paperbacks and chil-
dren’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks and $2 for 
hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents each disc unless 
marked otherwise. There are large-print mys-
tery and general fiction books that have been 
removed from the library collection on sale for 
50 cents each, as well as TV series on DVD for 

50 cents each disc. 
FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 

bags on sale for $1 each. See a sample at the 
front desk and purchase them from the library 
staff.

All proceeds benefit programs funded by the 
Friends, such as the library’s museum pass pro-
gram, children and adult programs, and the li-
brary’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Fire Engine Cost Jumps to Nearly $1 Million
By Jack Lakowsky

The Town of Portland’s fire department got 
some tough news this week – the new engine 
they’re trying to get to replace a moribund truck 
spiked in price…again. 

Late last year the town decided to spend 
$850,000 of its American Rescue Plan stimulus 
money to buy a new fully equipped fire engine. 
But in just a few weeks that price, Portland fire 
chief Bob Shea told the town’s selectboard last 
week, rose more than $1,000, and now the town 
has to shell out just shy of $1 million, around 
$960,000. 

“The whole industry is changing so fast,” said 
Shea.

Shea said the situation’s difficult, further com-
plicated by the town’s pressing need to replace 
the old engine. 

“In a nutshell,” Shea said, “the [fire] commit-
tee has no choice but to recommend” the town 
spend the $960,000. 

“We can’t not buy trucks,” Shea told the 
board. He said this price is triple what engines 
cost when he first took the job. It’s that same old 
rock and hard place – high need, high cost. 

Shea said companies can’t even keep up with 
demand. Trucks, Shea said, are off the lot and 
sold very shortly after factories slap on the last 
coat of paint. 

The town has to ask residents to approve the 
extra $115,000 and is doing so at a public hear-
ing set for June 7 in the Buck-Foreman building 
on Main Street. 

Shea said companies are so pressed, they can’t 
accept the normally hundreds of pages of specs 
towns seek for their trucks; customers have 
to slash it down to four pages of requests and 
needs, not easy, the chief said. 

Further, of the bids the town got, just one met 
an acceptable amount of the town’s needs, from 
general contractor Marion Construction. It was 
the only one that met the town’s needs – for an-
other 100 grand. 

Shea said he and other town officials spent 
hours and hours comparing bids. Because of 
demand, the process has reversed, and the town 
now has to contract a truck without pre-engi-
neering data from the vendor. Companies just 
don’t have the time, Shea said he was told. 

“This has been a long process,” Shea said. 
The truck’s price hike is another in a bom-

bardment the town has been contending with. It 
has managed to buffer a deal of it with payments 
of its American Rescue Plan money. Portland 
First Selectman Ryan Curley said price bumps 
slow progress toward the town’s goals. With the 
additional $115,000 brings the town down to a 
little more than $200,000. 

Over the past few years the money has been 
used on several projects. 

Over the winter the town opted use $120,000 
in ARPA money to buy a new van for the senior 
center. The current one, procured in 2009, has 
seen better days, Curley told the board.

A year back, the town used it to modernize 
the land use department, which has been, for a 
while, reputedly sluggish.

 The selectboard and Curley opted to use 
$120,000 of the town’s then-remaining $1.5 mil-
lion American Rescue Plan funds to bring the 
department into the 21st century. 

Curley said the project is a one-time expense 
that will quickly pay dividends. 

The money will help digitize records and in-
troduce online permitting. Possibly the most 
substantial change is allowing credit card use at 
the land use office. 

Dan Bourett, land use administrator, said 
the department’s current processes are “labor 
intensive” and “very tedious.” Employees have 
to cache the department’s immense load of files 
the old-fashioned way – in the bowels of draw-
ers. 

Bourett said without credit card payments, 
the department often has a lot of cash on hand, 
which can be a little nerve-wracking, he said, 
and makes for laborious accounting.

Curley said this is the first in a plan to mod-
ernize the whole of town departments, saying 
public works might be next. 

Portland also doled out about a million for a 
water/sewer project and another $184,000 for 
police body cameras.

Student Completes Internship
More than 100 Eastern Connecticut State 

University students completed internships this 
spring 2023 semester. Among them was Anna 
Maselek of Portland, a senior majoring in el-
ementary education and communication.

Maselek interned with a fourth-grade class-
room at Waddell Elementary School in Man-
chester.

“With the help of my host teacher, staff and 
administration, I have gained valuable experi-
ence that will prepare me for my future as an 
elementary school teacher,” said Maselek. “My 
time at Waddell has been a major highlight of 
my college experience at Eastern, providing me 
with many opportunities to grow as an educator 
and individual.”

Connecticut Trails Day
On Connecticut Trails Day, Saturday, June 

3, at 10 a.m., the Portland Air Line Trail com-
mittee and the Middlesex Land Trust are part-
nering to provide a hike through the Palmer 
Taylor Preserve including a detour onto the 
Air Line Trail – see how these two trails inter-
sect to provide a varied walking experience. 

The hike will be at a slow to moderate pace, 
with some moderate inclines for short dis-

tances and occasional tricky footing, but gen-
erally suitable for new hikers. Hiking boots 
are recommended, as the trail crosses some 
wet areas. Bring water and snacks. Well-man-
aged dogs are welcome. 

Rain date is Sunday, June 4, at 11 a.m. 
Complete details and sign-up information is 
at trailsday.org/events/portland-air-line-trail-
palmer-taylor-preserve.

Resident Graduates
Ashley K. Benham of Portland graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science degree in kinesiology 
from the University of Scranton in Scranton, Pa.
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Us 
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: The 
library will be closed Monday, Mon. 29, for Me-
morial Day.

Save the Date – Read and Recycle: Saturday, 
June 24, 10 a.m.-noon. The Friends will collect 
gently used, books, DVDs, CDs and puzzles. 
Donations support library activities.

Summer Reading Volunteer Training: 
Thursday, June 1, 3:30 p.m. This is a manda-
tory training session for kids and teens entering 
grades 7-up who are in the volunteer program. 
Volunteers are needed for program preparation 
and assistance, logging reading minutes and 
awarding prizes, and staffing the summer read-
ing desk. Interested applicants should visit the 
library or the Teen section of the library website 
to pick up an application. For more informa-
tion, call the library. 

Summer Reading is Coming: This year’s 
theme is “Oceans of Possibilities.” Registration 
for summer programs will begin Tuesday, May 
30, at 10 a.m.

Summer Reading Kickoff – BMX Champ 
Chris Poulos: Wednesday, June 14, 6 p.m., at 
the Portland High School gymnasium. All ages 
welcome. Poulos is a world champion athlete 
and youth motivational speaker who shares 
powerful life lessons as he demonstrates bicycle 
stunts.

Summer Storytimes: For ages birth-5. Mon-
days at 10:30 a.m., June 26 and July 10-31. There 
will be stories, rhymes and songs about the ocean 
and its animals. A craft project will be offered.

Ocean Adventures: For those going into 
grades K-2. Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 21-
Aug. 2; no program July 5. Explore animals and 
games about ocean life. 

Mysteries Under the Sea: For those going 
into grades 3-5. Tuesdays at 11 a.m., June 20-
Aug. 1 (no session July 4). Create coral reef 
crystals, make bioluminescent paintings, ex-
plore aquatic cryptids and analyze unsolved 
shipwrecks.

Family Show: Comic Mime Robert Rivest: 
Wednesday, June 21, 6:30 p.m. Held on the 
Town Green; in case of rain, the show will move 
indoors and registered participants will be noti-
fied.

Family Experience: Touch Tanks from Mys-
tic Aquarium: Wednesday, June 28, from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Guides from Mystic Aquarium will be 
on hand to answer questions and provide infor-
mation. There will be ocean-themed crafts and 
activities to explore before and after.

Teen Program: Candy Sushi: Thursday, June 
22, 3 p.m., for grades 6 and up. Make and try 
these rolls with chopsticks. Space is limited.

Teen Program: Sand and Seashell Mosaics: 
Thursday, June 29, 3 p.m., for students going 
into grades 6 and up. This is a hybrid paint and 
sand/seashell mosaic. Space is limited.

LGBTQ+ Social and Support Groups: Teens 
are invited to social meetups at the library on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Support groups will meet on the third Wednes-
day of the month, with a parent and caregiver 
support group running concurrently in another 
room at the library. For more information, con-
tact Jenn Renk at 860-342-6770.

Adult Programs: June Book Discussions: 
First Thursday Night Book Club: June 1, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. – The Last Flight by Julie Clark will be 
discussed; Talk About Books: Tuesday, June 6, 
1-2 p.m. – The Christie Affair by Nina De Gra-
mont will be discussed. Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, June 20, 1 p.m. – And Then There 
Were None by Agatha Christie will be discussed. 

Tapping Into the Past: Tavern Life in Early 
Connecticut: Wednesday, June 7, 6 p.m. Learn 
about how taverns were an essential part of ev-
ery Connecticut town. This is a Connecticut 
Historical Society presentation. 

Seed Library: Now available for garden en-
thusiasts, whether beginner or seasoned. You 
will find free seeds available for your garden. 
Sign them out. Call Jenn Billingsley for more in-
formation, at 860-342-6771. If you have leftover 
seeds, donations are welcome.

Knifty Knitters: Saturdays 10 a.m. -12:30 
p.m. Drop in, get helpful knitting tips and chat 
with others. Beginning knitters are welcome 
too. Check out some of the projects this group 
has created in the library’s display case this June.

Transfer Station
Summer Hours

From Memorial Day through Labor Day, 
the Portland Transfer Station’s summer 
hours will be in effect. The hours are:

Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Wednesday-
Friday, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Saturday, 7:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The scale closes 30 minutes before closing.

Memorial Day Returns; Participants Welcome 
Portland’s Memorial Day parade will take 

place Sunday, May 28, rain or shine. Sgt. Dan-
iel Clark, “The Singing Trooper,” will return to 
commemorate this day.

The parade will assemble at Victoria Road at 
1:30 p.m. Floats should assemble at 12:30 p.m. 
Step-off will be at 2 p.m. 

The procession will stop for a brief ceremony 
at the Civil War monument on Bartlett Street. 
It will continue down Main Street as usual. A 
reviewing stand will be stationed at the Brown-

stone Intermediate School. The parade will then 
turn left on Waverly Avenue, left onto East Main 
Street, and right onto Fairview Street, ending at 
Veterans Memorial Park.

Participants are welcome; registration forms 
may be picked up at 32 East Main St.

For more information, contact Sara Sterry 
Rutter, parade organizer, at 860-342-2815 or 
860-250-2041, or email ssterryrutter@yahoo.
com.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Senior cen-
ter closed for Memorial Day; Tuesday: Bears on 
a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m. – making fleece teddy 
bears for cancer patients; donations are sought of 
light fleece, one yard or more for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients throughout Connecti-
cut. If you would like to donate, call 860-342-
0809; no Watercolor Lessons today; Coupons 
for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; setback, 1 p.m.; Beginning 
Dulcimer, 5 p.m.; Progressive Dulcimer, 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Tai Chi 
Quong, 1 p.m.; Social Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-
4 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday, 
multipurpose room. Thursday: Knit & Stitch, 
10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. 
Friday: Light aerobics, 9:30 a.m.

Trips: Tuesday, May 30: Trip to Hammonas-
set Beach and Westbrook for lobster lunch. Bus 
leaves the senior center at 9 a.m. Transportation 
fee is $5. Call Alexis at 860-342-6761 to register.

Thursday, June 1: Trip to Mystic shops and 

Lunch on your own. Bus leaves the senior center 
at 10:30 a.m. transportation fee is $5. Call Alexis 
at 860-342-6761 to register.

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is a member of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. The church is an “open and 
affirming” congregation, welcoming everyone. 

Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. Nursery care 
and church school takes place every Sunday 
during the worship. The worship service is 
livestreamed as well as available for later view-
ing on the church’s YouTube channel: First 
Church of Portland CT. The building is hand-
icapped-accessible.

On Pentecost Sunday, May 28, the worship 
will be led by the Rev. Julie Olmsted. Coffee 
hour, which is a time of fellowship, follows the 
service and all are welcome to worship and cof-

fee hour.
First Church Nursery School offers a pro-

gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists (both 
email and regular mail), email first.church.pct@
sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-3244. Those who 
wish to follow the church on Facebook may do 
so at The First Congregational Church of Port-
land, CT.

Portland Quarry Celebration Day
The 2023 Portland Quarry Celebration Day 

event will take place Saturday, June 3 (rain date 
June 4), from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

The Quarry View Historic Park and Camp-
ground, located at 311 Brownstone Ave., will 
host an arts and crafts show set-up alongside 
the park’s display of brownstone monoliths and 
quarry artifacts. 

On the opposite side of the street, The Port-
land Riverfront Park will have a variety of fun 
happenings for the whole family. Food vendors 
will be located near the park entrance with 
culinary delights sure to please everyone. To 
complete the menu, The Brownstone Quorum 
will hold a bake sale fundraiser with a great se-

lection of sweet treats, and 50/50 raffle tickets 
will be available. On the Riverfront Park Stage, 
performances by area musicians will continue 
throughout the day. 

On the west side of the park field, The Cha-
tham Children’s Connection will offer games 
and activities for kids, and many town civic 
organizations will have informational booths 
set up. The east side of the field will feature The 
Gasket Goons Car Club Show, a large automo-
tive for car enthusiasts of all ages. 

This event is sponsored by The Brownstone 
Quorum, The Town of Portland, and The Quar-
ry View Historic Park and Campground.

Local Realtor Joins Firm
Carl Guild & Associates 

has announced the addi-
tion of Portland resident 
Shannon Therrien to its 
team of real estate agents. 
She will be working out of 
the East Hampton office.

Therrien has five years 
of experience in the in-
dustry. She also previ-
ously worked as a real es-
tate paralegal for over 10 years and retired as an 
eighth-grade science teacher. 

“Shannon is an outstanding addition to our 
team of real estate professionals,” said Carl 

Guild, broker and owner of Carl Guild & As-
sociates. “Her experience and passion for real 
estate make her a valuable asset to our company, 
and we are excited to welcome her to our team.”

Therrien has lived in various counties across 
Connecticut, including New London, Wind-
ham and Hartford. 

“I am thrilled to join the Carl Guild & Asso-
ciates team,” said Shannon. “Their commitment 
to providing exceptional support to their agents 
and clients aligns perfectly with my values, and 
I look forward to serving the community’s real 
estate needs.”

For more information, visit www.CarlGuild.
com.

Meshomasic Memories… John LeShane of Portland started the Meshomasic Hik-
ing Club, along with 75 Charter Members, back in 1998.  Today, MHC has more than 
350 active members and offers in excess of 450 events each year – hikes as well as 
kayaking, canoeing, biking and cross-country skiing. LeShane spoke to a full house 
at the Hemlock Grange on Earth Day to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
club, regaling the crowd with stories from over the years. For more information on 
the club, visit www.meshomasichikingclub.org. Photo by Jack Morris.

Foodshare Truck
The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 

the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., every oth-
er Monday from 1-2 p.m., except for holidays. 
People do not have to be a Portland resident to 
attend. Please bring bags.

The next Foodshare visit will be Monday, 
June 6, at 1 p.m. 
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World-Renowned master drummer Bolokada Conde will perform as part of He-
bron’s second annual Juneteenth Celebration, being held Saturday, June 17, from 
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at the Peters House, 150 East St.

Juneteenth Celebration Returns June 17
The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) 

is sponsoring its second annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration Saturday, June 17, from 10:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., in collaboration with Hebron Parks & 
Recreation Department’s Hebron Day.

A variety of educational activities will be of-
fered for children, youth and adults, to be held 
in and around the historic Peters House, 150 
East St. 

During the event, attendees will learn about 
the lives of formerly enslaved residents of He-
bron, including Cesar Peters and his family, 
and about the path to freedom for all African 
Americans.

Live entertainment will include world-re-
nowned master drummer Bolokada Conde; 
EvaE Peart and Nia Arts, a West African drum-
ming and dancing troupe (audience invited to 
participate); Lisa Clayton Singers; Hartford’s 
Proud Drum, Drill and Dance Corp.; and Hart-
ford Poet Laureate Frederick-Douglass Knowles 
II. In addition, Sisters by Sisters: Joined by the 
Cloth, a quilting guild celebrating culture, color, 
design and tradition through an African Ameri-
can perspective, will display quilts and share the 
history of quilts and quilt-making among the 
Black community.

Kids’ activities will include a Story Walk with 
the book, Juneteenth for Mazie, written and il-
lustrated by Floyd Cooper; face painting; arts 
and crafts, and more. Families can also take 
a narrated bus tour of several sites in Hebron 
where Black Americans lived and worked and 
tour the Peters house.

Juneteenth is a national holiday that com-
memorates the end of slavery in the United 
States. It marks the day in 1865 when a Union 
Army general arrived in Texas with 2,000 sol-
diers and informed over 250,000 Black Ameri-
cans enslaved in Texas that slavery had been 
abolished following the conclusion of the Civil 
War. This was two and a half years after Abra-
ham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation 
had declared that “all persons held as slaves … 
henceforward shall be free”.

Funding for CoDE’s Juneteenth Celebration 
was provided by the Town of Hebron; William 
Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund; Northeast 
Family Federal Credit Union; Berkshire Bank; 
and individual donors and businesses. To pro-
vide support for the event, visit www.code-di-
versity.org and click on the Juneteenth Celebra-
tion blurb, or email CoDE at code.diversity1@
gmail.com.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. The 
senior center newsletter is online at tinyurl.
com/3xfm862d. For more information, contact 
the senior center or look to the senior newslet-
ter. 

Adopt a Plot – Beautify the Senior Cen-
ter: Would you like to help beautify the senior 
center? If so, there are 4x4 plots (general size) 
available to adopt. Create a spot with flowers 
and maintain throughout the season. Call Linda 
at the senior center for more information or to 
adopt a plot. 

Shopping Trips: Fridays at 10 a.m. Schedule 
is: Big Y, June 2. Registration for each trip is re-
quired by the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. 

Massage Therapy: Mondays and Thursdays, 
by appointment. Massage therapist Beverly 
Williams will perform 25-minute (for $25) or 
50-minute (for $50) chair or table massages or 
hot stone massages. Appointments available 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday and from 11:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Thursday. Call the senior center 
to make an appointment. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-

tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, some are free, and most 
require pre-registration. Detailed information 
is in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center. Exercise Equipment Room: Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-
noon. Community Café: Monday-Thursday, 
pre-registration required, suggested donation 
is $3. 

Mondays: Technology Assistance: Dates 
vary, call for times; Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. 
via Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; massage, sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the month, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Movie Monday (once per month; call for 
date and title).

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; mobile food truck and 
HIHS Food Bank transportation, 11 a.m.; Hand 
and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Card-Stamping, 1-2:15 p.m.

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mindful Medi-
tation, first and third Wednesdays, 10:15-11:15 
a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sunshine 
Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m. 

Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group, 
first and third Fridays of the month, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.; Created to Create Open Arts Group, 
second and fourth Fridays of the month, 10:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Voters Reject Town Budget a Second Time
By Michael Sinkewicz

Hebron’s town budget failed for a second time 
at referendum this week, with ballot questions 
indicating the spending plan is still too expen-
sive for voters.

Voters rejected the total budget request of 
$39.06 million — a $2.04 million increase from 
current year spending — by a 813-574 tally.

The CIP budget of $602,886 was approved by 
a 730-650 amount.

Following the result, a new budget number 
is expected to be approved by the Board of Fi-
nance on Thursday, after press time. 

The advisory questions on the ballot show 
that voters overwhelmingly believed the town 
budget was too high. A smaller margin of resi-
dents, but a majority, concurred that the school 
budget was also too high, rather than too low.

The mill rate increase over the current year 
would’ve been 1.78, bringing the median tax bill 
to a $442 increase; the increase was slated to be 
$594 under the first budget proposal that failed 
at referendum.

With the CIP and RHAM budgets approved, 
the finance board will determine how to revise 
the budgets moving forward.

After the budget was rejected earlier this 
month, the Board of Finance reduced the bot-
tom-line number by $500,000 — with $250k 
being trimmed from both the town and local 
school budgets.

The CIP budget of $847,886 received consid-
erable pushback from residents leading up to 
the last referendum, with a $245,000 amount 
earmarked for the design of a new Public Works 

facility sparking debate.
That item was removed from the spending 

plan, which Town Manager Andrew Tierney 
believes made a difference.

“We heard the people loud and clear and took 
that out,” he said Wednesday morning. “Still, 
people felt the budget was too high.”

When the original budget proposal was 
struck down at referendum, Tierney expressed 
that he wasn’t entirely surprised — the mill rate 
increase was perhaps too large to digest, and the 
boards worked to get the tax rate down.

This time, he was “a little surprised.”
“Sometimes, if you don’t get it right on the 

first attempt, it can take a few.”
If the mill rate increase is still the culprit, 

reducing it further may be difficult. Tierney at-
tributed a large percentage of the spike to the 
RHAM budget increase, which locked in He-
bron’s levy at $15.38 million — $1.13 million 
increase from 2022-23.

With the lightning rod item in the CIP budget 
— the Public Works facility design — removed, 
an easy cut is hard to find.

“We’re going to start to feel it,” Tierney said. 
“We’re getting down to a dangerous level where 
it could affect services and programs.”

This includes fire and police department re-
ductions, and then possible cuts to library or 
senior services, he speculated.

There’s always a fairly large contingent of ‘no’ 
votes, Tierney continued, who will never sup-
port any tax increase. Typically, no matter the 

budget number, around 600 people will reject 
the plan, he said.

“That’s just a fact,” he asserted.
Moving forward, his hope is that elected of-

ficials will write letters urging people to vote 
in hopes of driving turnout. With the current 
situation, he said, there needs to be more pro-
motion and people need to understand what’s 
at stake.

“People need to come out and vote,” he said. 
“And they need to educate themselves on the 
budget process.”

The mindset during his tenure, he said, is 
“one town, one tax payer.”

The town and the two school boards perhaps 
didn’t communicate the budget package effec-
tively, he said.

“The entities didn’t come together to present 
the budget together,” he said. “In my opinion, 
maybe there wasn’t as much of a united front.”

Following the first failed budget referendum, 
Hebron Superintendent of Schools Thomas J. 
Baird said he was “very concerned” what ad-
ditional budget reductions would mean for the 
district, including potentially cutting program-
ming.

“Families move to Hebron for our excellent 
schools and we want to continue to provide the 
very best to our students,” he said. “This keeps 
housing values high and adds to the value of the 
town at large. I hope the community can come 
together and pass a budget that supports our 
kids.”

Art Show Winner… The Town Center Project held Art on Main as part of Market 
Day on May 6. There were several local submissions to the juried art show, held in 
Hebron’s Old Town Hall. Carrie Dinunzio of the RHAM Art Department and the 
National Art Honor Society Advisor was guest judge. In addition to ribbons, cash 
prizes were also awarded to first- and second-place winners. First place was awarded 
to Sara Walling, pictured here. Geeta Thapa won second place and Sandra Van Vooren 
took third. Photo by The Town Center Project, Inc. 

Tax Abatement Applications Available
Applications for property tax abatements 

are available to Hebron residents. There is a 
town ordinance that defers property taxes 
when those taxes exceed 8 percent of total 
household income from any source.

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property 
tax liability would be capped at $2,400. The 
abatement would be for any property taxes that 
exceeded $2,400. The abatements would apply 
to the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 
would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate. Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate of 1.5%, sig-
nificantly less than what is charged for delin-
quent taxes (18%). 

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the town manager’s 
office at 860-228-5971. Applications will be 
mailed upon request. The application deadline 
is June 1.
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-WASH

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Xavier

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025
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Over

St. Peter’s Tag Sale
 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold a tag 

sale on Friday and Saturday, June 2 and 3, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. both days, at the church, 30 Church 
St. (Route 85) in Hebron. No early birds, please. 
The sale will be both indoors and outdoors.

There will be small kitchen appliances, glass-
ware, jewelry, small furniture, cards and gift 
bags, holiday decorations, pots and pans, dishes, 
lamps, arts and crafts, children ‘s toys, outdoor 
gardening, tools, camping and sports equip-
ment, and more.

 A luncheon will be served each day, with 
some seating outdoors on the deck, weather 
permitting.  As part of the St. Peter’s outreach 
programs, a portion of the proceeds will go to 
the Columbia Food Bank. 

For more information, call 860-228-3244 or 
visit www.StPetersHebron.com.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-

an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. 
Pastor is Gary Boye.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. People 
can also watch live online at www.facebook.
com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Watch for the date of 
the next Open Pantry. Caring Shepherds dis-

tributes household and hygiene items, as well 
as food pantry staples, Bibles, and prayers. 
For more information, call Caring Shepherds 
Ministry at 860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open 
to all walks of faith. Ande Shutler is direc-
tor. Call 860-228-5134 for more information. 
The center is taking applications for summer 
camp; the application form is at www.clecch-
ebron.org.

Community Chorus
Performs Tonight

The Hebron Community Chorus presents 
its first concert of 2023, entitled “When We 
Sing…songs of hope and comfort,” tonight, 
Friday, May 26, at 7 p.m., at St. Peter’s Epis-
copal Church, 30 Church St. 

Director Andrey Stolyarov and the chorus 
community invite all to attend. Cost is a $20 
suggested donation. A reception will follow.

Calling All Musicians
The Town Center Project (TTCP) is once 

again bringing Make Music Day to Hebron. 
Make Music Day is an international event dedi-
cated to the celebration of music. 

This year’s festivities will be held Wednesday, 
June 21. All levels of musicians are welcome, 
in all genres. Musicians will line Main Street, 
bringing back the “Mile of Music.” 

To sign up to participate, or for more in-
formation, visit thetowncenterproject.org or 
facebook.com/towncenterprojectinc, or email 
ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org.

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Funds for Food Pantry… Joann Osmond, right, outreach coordinator of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, recently presented a check to Christa Goodwin-Babka, left, director 
of Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS), often referred to as the Hebron Food 
Pantry. The nonprofit organization on Pendelton Drive feeds several hundred people 
per month from Hebron and surrounding towns. The organization also provides 
backpack bags of food for the weekend to elementary school children and offer that 
to RHAM students during the school year and to those food insecure when school 
is not in session. St Peter’s donates a portion of each of their community events to 
another non-profit in the community. This donation resulted from their recent plant 
sale, which was in its 51st year.

Scouting for Girls
In 2019, Boy Scouts of America became 

Scouting USA and opened up its program to all 
young ladies age 11-17. Even though Colchester 
does not have a female troop at this time, there 
is still an opportunity for local young ladies to 
participate in Scouting. 

Troop 1028 in Hebron has an active girls 
troop. It meets Wednesday evenings at St. Pe-
ter’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall on Route 85 
from 7-8:30 p.m. 

Its leaders include Alyssa Weers and Sam Izza-
relli. Call 860-670-8351 to get more information.

Resident Completes
Research Project

Giovanni Vecchiarino of Hebron, a student 
at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Mass., was part of a student team that recently 
completed an intense research project titled The 
Evaluation of Potential Expansion Sites for Kai-
cycle.

Vecchiarino is a member of the class of 2024, 
majoring in mechanical engineering.

Resident Receives Award
Western New England University recently 

held its College of Business Senior Awards Cer-
emony – and a Hebron resident was among 
those honored.

David Kasper of Hebron received the Out-
standing Student in Business Analytics and 
Information Management award. This award 
recognizes a graduating senior selected by the 
faculty for excellence in the study of Business 
Information Systems. The award was presented 
by Charles Mutigwe, Associate Professor of 
Business Information Systems.

Kasper is graduating with a BSBA in business 
analytics & information management.

Library Book Sale Rescheduled
The Friends of Douglas Library group has an-

nounced that, due to construction at the library, 
its next book sale will be moved from Saturday, 
June 3, to Saturday, Aug. 12. They Friends will 
cancel its usual September sale, and resume its 
regular schedule Nov. 18. 

While the sale is delayed, books and other 
items for sale are available in the Friend’s Bou-
tique, on the main and children’s floors of the 
library.

 Donations for the sales are being collected, 
and access to the covered donation bin to the 
right of the main entrance has now been re-

stored.  For assistance with large donations, call 
the library in advance, at 860-228-9312.  Do-
nations of fiction, science-fiction, mysteries, 
romances, non-fiction, recent textbooks, CDs, 
DVDs, and children’s books are always welcome.  
Please do not donate VHS tapes, encyclopedias, 
magazines, or Reader’s Digest condensed books. 
All donated items should be in good condition, 
not mildewed, moldy, dirty or torn.   

 Proceeds from the book sales are used to 
purchase new material for the library, museum 
passes, equipment, as well as to pay for chil-
dren’s and adult programs. 

Celebrate Trails Day with a Hike!
All are invited to celebrate Connecticut Trails 

Day on Saturday, June 3, at 10 a.m., at the Hib-
bert Preserve.

Take a guided hike on marked trails and dis-
cover the open space preserve at 310 Old Col-
chester Road, just north of the Air Line Trail 
and south of Northam Road.  Trail Ranger 
co-leaders will lead the hike, first stopping at 
a 1700s mill site and leading to an 1800s dam 
site on the beautiful Raymond Brook, with sev-
eral special features along the way. The trail is 
an easy to moderate two miles round trip with 

some muddy spots, so hiking shoes are recom-
mended.  

Park either on the grassy area along the west 
side of Old Colchester Road (near the yellow 
“caution-pedestrian” sign before the Air Line 
Trail) or at the Air Line Trail designated park-
ing.  As always, tick protection is recommended 
as are clean soles of shoes when entering any 
open space preserves.  Allow 1.5 hours to enjoy 
this hike. 

All are welcome. Heavy rain cancels the event. 

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and 
full program descriptions, and to register, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.doug-
laslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: 
May 26, Creed III (PG-13). Bottled water and 
individually wrapped snacks will be provided. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Tuesday, 
June 6, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the community room. 
Register on redcross.org.

Teens & Adults Take & Make for Mother’s 
Day: Want to make your own soy candle? Pick 
up your kit from the Adult Circulation Desk 

while supplies last
Teen Meeting: Wednesday, May 31, 2:30-

3:30pm. Bring ideas for summer programs.
Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 

6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
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Call 860-228-5134 or email 
us at brigidutz@gmail.com

Christ Lutheran Church is accepting 
applications for Summer Camp!

www.clecchebron.org
330 Church St., Amston, CT
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The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/
yby64wph to access. 

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7–8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
June 4.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship: Held 
the first Friday of each month from 6–9 p.m. at 

the church. All are invited.
Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., 

via Zoom. All are invited to pray for each other, 
the community and the country. Contact the 
church office or website for a link and meeting 
ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situation. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Fellowship Luncheon: Sunday, June 4, fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. service. Held on the patio 
(weather permitting), the theme is Mexican 
Fiesta. There will be a taco/burrito bar. Bring a 
dish and/or lawn game to share.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Movie Night: Friday, June 16, 7 p.m., at the 
church. Jesus Revolution will be shown. All are 
invited. 

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham 
Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, which 
provides assistance to homeless adults. Camp-
ing equipment is critically needed for clients for 
whom the shelter has been unable to acquire 
temporary or permanent housing: 2- and 3-per-
son tents with waterproof features, if possible 
[new or used (clean) with all parts]; 8’x10’ and 
larger tarps (brown or green; no bright colors); 

tent cord or rope; tent stakes; and sturdy adult 
backpacks (new or used in good condition). 
Additional critical needs: paper towels (always 
needed); men’s and women’s (M,L,XL) sweat-
pants, sweatshirts, and hoodies; men’s (M,L, 
XL) T-shirts and boxer briefs; women’s briefs 
(sizes 6-10); men and women’s deodorant and 
razors; toothpaste; laundry detergent pods; $15 
Stop & Shop gift cards for gas to assist people 
living in their cars; and Walmart gift cards for 
shelter supplies and guests’ immediate needs. 
Call to arrange the pickup of gift cards. Place 
donations of goods in the designated collection 
box next to the church’s Cry Room. Place large 
quantities of donations in the Cry Room. For 
more information, call Monica or John McKer-
racher at 860-228-4211.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 5/30 : AA 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 5/31: Yoga in the Fellowship 
Hall, 9:30 a.m.; 5/31: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.; 6/1: 
Deacon Meeting, 7 p.m.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Bible Study: Will not meet Monday, May 29, 

and will reconvene June 5.
Prayer Shawl Group: On break for the sum-

mer months; the group will reconvene after the 
Hebron Harvest Fair.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Call Jennifer 
Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
860-531-2217. There will be no yoga Saturday, 
June 3.

Father’s Day Cards: The Board of Missions 
will sell Father’s Day cards in support of the 
Church World Service Tool Program.

Transition: The Rev. Matt McCaffrey’s final 
Sunday worship is June 18; there will be a retire-
ment reception following the service.

Hartford Chorale Golf Tournament
The annual Hartford Chorale Classic golf 

tournament will be held Monday, June 26, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. Registra-
tion is at 9 a.m., with a 10 a.m. shotgun start.

The activities include 18 holes of golf with a 
scramble format, lunch on the course, contests, 
prizes, raffles, and dinner at the clubhouse. 
There is also an online auction, that can be 
viewed at hartfordchorale.org/classic2022. 

The Hartford Chorale is the primary sym-
phonic chorus serving the Greater Hartford 
community. The annual tournament is an end-
of-season celebration and fundraiser.

There are many ways to participate in the golf 
event. For more information or to sign up, visit 
hartfordchorale.org/classic2022. Sign up is also 
available at www.Blackledgecc.net.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Animal Bingo: For grades K-2. Wednesday, 
May 31, 4-5 pm., at Gilead Hill School. This is a 
drop-off event. Fee is $22.

Therapy Dog Reading: Saturday, June 3, 10-
11 a.m., at the Burnt Hill Park pavilion. Meet 
Sheena the therapy dog, and have a chance 
to read your favorite book to her and her dog 
friends. 

Summer of Swish Basketball Camp: June 
19-22, 8 a.m.-noon, at RHAM High School. 
Cost: $110.

Summer Adventure Camp: Runs June 26-
Aug. 18. Camp will feature sports, games, na-
ture, arts & crafts, field trips, theme days and 
more. Hours are 6:45 a.m.-5 p.m. Must register 
in advance.

Football Camp: June 26-30, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
RHAM High School. With RHAM Football’s 
head coach and the RHAM football players. 
Fee: $125.

Crafting Camp: June 26-30, 8:30-11:30 a.m., 
at Douglas Library. Fee: $130.

Babysitters Training: Thursday, June 29, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. Gilead Hill School, for ages 11-17. 
This is an entry level course intended to teach 
age-appropriate skills to care for children of all 
ages. Basic first aid, including adult and child 
CPR, will be taught. Cost is $80.

Nerf Zone and Schoolyard Games Camp: 
July 3-7, 8:30-11:30 a.m., at Hebron Elementary 
School, for grades 1-6.

Minds in Motion RE/CO Robot Camp: For 
ages 8-12. July 10-14, 9 a.m.-noon, at Gilead 
Hill School. Fee: $145.

Minds in Motion Future Engineers Camp: 
For ages 8-12. July 10-14, 12:30-3:30 p.m. at 
GHS. Fee: $145.

Building Up S.T.E.A.M. Lego Camp: For 
ages 5-6. July 17-21, 9 a.m.-noon, at GHS. Fee: 
$140.

S.T.E.A.M. Works Using Lego Summer 
Camp: For ages 7-10. July 17-21, 1-4 p.m. at 
GHS. Fee: $140. 

Hebron Lands $300k Grant
By Michael Sinkewicz

Earlier this month, Hebron was awarded an 
Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Grant, administered through the State DEEP, 
in the amount of $312,650 assist in the acqui-
sition of the 115-acre O’Connor Family Trust 
property.

The grant makes the acquisition “realistic,” 
Town Planner Matthew Bordeaux told the 
Rivereast. The grant would cover 65% of ap-
praised value of the property, with the remain-
ing funds coming from the Open Space Land 
Acquisition Fund.  

Frank Zitkus, secretary of Open Space Land 
Acquisition Committee, described the property 
as “unique, scenic, environmentally sensitive 
and important property located in a planned 
greenway as depicted in the draft 2024 Hebron 
Plan of Conservation and Development.”

“Bringing this property acquisition to a pub-
lic vote at a future special town meeting and 
ensuring sufficient cash resources are available 
to actually acquire the property would be signs 
of continued support of the goals and objectives 
of the OSLAC,” he stated.  “Open space acqui-
sitions and town funding of such have been 
highly supported by Hebron’s residents since 
Fund inception 25 years ago. And as evidenced 
by multiple community surveys, Hebron’s rural 
environment and its open spaces and parks have 
consistently been ranked as the #1 and #3 rea-
sons why residents decide to move to and reside 

in town.”
Gov. Ned Lamont announced that approxi-

mately $3.7 million in state funding was being 
awarded to aid in the purchase and protection 
of more than 1,025 acres of open space in 14 
different communities throughout Connecticut.

“These state grants will increase the avail-
ability of open space and protect our natural 
resources, moving us closer to meeting our 
overall goal of permanently protecting 21% of 
Connecticut’s land base,” Lamont said in a state-
ment.

Connecticut General Statutes establishes a 
goal of protecting 673,210 acres (21%) of the 
state’s land base as open space. This includes 
320,576 acres (10%) to be held by DEEP as part 
of the state’s system of parks, forests, fisheries, 
and natural resource management areas, and 
352,634 acres (11%) to be acquired by DEEP’s 
partners, which include municipalities, non-
profit land conservation organizations, and wa-
ter companies.

“Since the Open Space and Watershed Land 
Acquisition Grant Program began in 1998, more 
than $157 million in state funding has been 
awarded to municipalities, nonprofit land con-
servation organizations, and water companies 
to assist in the purchase of more than 42,000 
acres of publicly accessible land.” DEEP Com-
missioner Katie Dykes said in the press release. 
“Open space preservation is more important 

now than ever – it is critical in our mitigation 
efforts to fight against climate change, protects 
our natural resources and wildlife, maintains 
healthy air and clean water for our residents, 
and provides outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties throughout our beautiful state.”

The O’Connor property is located on 102 
Chittenden Rd. and the south side of Hoadly 
Road.

The property is largely undisturbed forest and 
has dynamic topography. Some of the features 
include inland wetlands, oaks, hickories, yellow 
ash, beech, ironwood and cottonwood trees, in-
terspersed with highbush blueberry and spice-
bush shrubs.

Three ponds and outlawing streams connect 
to a tributary of the Blackledge River. Bordeaux 
stated that the watershed leads to the Salmon 
River.

While Bordeaux said it’s too early to state 
what exact recreation opportunities would be 
possible, the state relies indicates that besides 
trails, activities may include fishing, swimming, 
non-motorized boating, waterfowl and other 
wildlife viewing.

Bordeaux explained that the state is trying to 
pick properties that “cover a number of bases” 
and “achieve a variety of goals.”

The town, he said, did the “heavy lifting” to 
secure the funding. He was a major assist in pre-
paring grant award, his first open space grant 
application for Hebron. 

“It does feel like a success,” he said, empha-
sizing that the limited lead time created a “de-
manding timeline.”

“I’m really happy that the work was rewarded 
and the merit of the property speaks for itself,” 
he said.

The O’Connor property, to say the least, was 
on the Open Space Committee’s priority list.

The committee conducted a site walk on April 
30, 2022, documenting numerous features and 
attributes of the property. In the beginning of 
August 2022, the Committee recommended to 

the Board of Selectmen that the town pursue the 
grant opportunity — the application was due 
Sept. 30 — and crafted a letter of intent between 
the town and property owners to purchase all 
three parcels of land.

In September, the committee wrote a sup-
porting letter to DEEP, outlining the expansive 
features and characteristics included in differ-
ent sections of the land. If chosen, a grant would 
help the state achieve its environmental objec-
tives.

“Protection of land within this corridor will 
ensure a diversified wildlife community, protect 
the area’s vital watershed quality, preserve noted 
historic features and provide for passive recre-
ational use while aiding in attaining the State’s 
climate mitigation goals,” Zitkus wrote at the 
time. “Preservation of the O’Connor property 
would retain the significant climate mitigation 
benefits of carbon sequestration and storage 
that this intact, highly-diversified forest and 
extensive wetlands system provides while con-
tinuing its other invaluable ecosystem services.”

This year, funding for Open Space Land Ac-
quisition has become somewhat of a lightning 
rod, with residents requesting additional fund-
ing in the budget. 

In the 2023-24 proposal, the budget appro-
priation was reduced 80% for a total of $25,000. 
Bordeaux expressed that it’s been a “tricky” bud-
get year, but if the grant goes through, the town 
would have the funds to complete the project.

“It should be reiterated that Open Space 
grants do not supplant open space budget ap-
propriations,” Zitkus stated.

He said that grants do provide additional re-
sources, but are not awarded unless the overall 
fund has sufficient resources, which come from 
budget appropriations. Grants are required to 
have a local match, typically from 35-60% of 
the total award. Historically, many open space 
properties have been obtained without extra 
grant funding.
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R

E5
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR

TOWING SERVICES AVAILABLE!
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

Come and fill up your tanks for your RV and gas grill!
We are a Full Service Auto Repair Shop and look forward to your next appointment.

Happy Memorial Day
As we honor our heroes who have fought for our freedom, 

let’s celebrate the unofficial beginning of summer!
We will be closed Monday, May 29th for the Memorial Day Holiday.
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860 295-0304
345 North Main St., Marlborough

Exit 12 off  Rt. 2

Our ShOwrOOM hOurS:
Mon-wed 9am-5pm; Thur & Fri until 6:30pm

Design, Create, Enjoy
Custom Cabinetry for the Closet,

Kitchen, Bath & Beyond

Cabinets To Fit Any Budget

heartwoodcab.com

HIC.0657744

A member of BBB and the CT River
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 Let us help you
Love your Kitchen,

Love your Bath, 
Love your Home

‘Horsepower’ Car Show
All are invited to the first-ever car show at 

The Farm at Carter Hill, 86 E. Hampton Rd., 
Marlborough, on Sunday, June 11, to benefit 
the horses of the CT Draft Horse Rescue.  Car 
entries must arrive between 9 and 11 a.m., and 
general admission starts at 11 a.m. 

Car entry tickets and general admission tick-
ets are available at tinyurl.com/3xk7yz5b. Cash 
entries are available during the day of the event.  
Awards will be presented at 2:30 p.m. There will 
be live music by local band Beth and the Boys. 

Food and drinks will be available for purchase. 
There will be raffles and games, trophy awards 
and more. 

The CDHR is a nonprofit organization lo-
cated in East Hampton, dedicated to saving the 
lives of neglected or abused draft horses as well 
as draft horses heading to slaughter. 

For more information, visit www.ctdraftres-
cue.org or www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, or 
email ctdraftrescue@aol.com.

Memorial Day Parade Info
The annual Memorial Day parade will take 

place this year Monday, May 29. The parade is 
organized by the American Legion Post 197 in 
conjunction with the town of Marlborough.

A short Memorial Day service will take place 
at the rear of the town cemetery off Route 66. 
Flowers will be presented at the memorial, fol-
lowed by taps and a firing squad salute. After 
the short ceremony, the parade will step off at 
approximately 1:30 p.m. The parade will be as-
sembled in front of Marlborough Elementary 
School on School Drive.

The parade will proceed to South Main Street 
and then march north to the Marlborough 
Green, after crossing Route 66. At the Green, a 
Memorial Day service will be held.

Participation will include town and state of-
ficials, the American Legion Post 197 Color 
Guard, East Hampton VFW Color Guard, se-
nior and junior bands from RHAM, the Marl-
borough Fire Department, several Fife and 
Drum Corps, the scouts, youth groups, East 
Hampton VFW, Marlborough American Legion 
197 and more. 

If your Marlborough group would like to par-
ticipate, or you would like to enter a car to carry 
individuals, submit a request through post197.
com. The parade length is limited, due to closing 
Route 66 for parade crossing. 

In the event of rain at the time of step-off, the 
service will move to the elementary school. 

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 
10 a.m. Worship is streamed every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service.

May 28: Worship service will be led by singer 
and songwriter Steve Pozzato.

Outreach: The church supports a variety of 
mission projects. Second quarter mission-giv-
ing will go to AHM Mental Health Fund. The 

church collects non-perishable food items year-
round for Marlborough Food Bank with a bas-
ket located in the narthex for Sunday worshipers 
to bring their donations. The Drive Thru Café 
provides a take-away hot meal at the church 
for Marlborough Food Bank clients usually on 
the last Sunday of every month (except July and 
August). Once a month the youth groups pre-
pare and serve a meal to residents at Florence 
Lord Housing.  Once in May and November, 
the church sponsors the evening meal at the St. 
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown.

AA meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, one at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Closed Me-
morial Day weekend and re-opens June 2 with 
its annual year-end 50% off through June 24 of 
handbags, totes, jewelry, framed artwork and 
Christmas. The shop is open for selling and 
donations Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop also sells 
items year-round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCe-
bay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
the church office at 860-295-9050 or email of-
fice@marlcongchurch.org.

Lions ‘Round the Lake 5K 
The Marlborough Lions will hold their 39th 

annual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race Sun-
day, May 28, starting promptly at 10:30 a.m.  

The entry fee is $30 and runners must be 
registered by the day prior to the race. There is 
also a $60 package price for groups of immedi-
ate family members participating in the race. 
Same-day registrations need to be signed in by 
10 a.m. Runners will start near the entrance to 
Blish Park on Park Road and will proceed on a 
course, which circles Lake Terramuggus.

To register or for more information, contact 

Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116 or Lions Club 
President Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 or 
MarlboroughCTLions@gmail.com. Registra-
tion forms are also available at various loca-
tions. People can also register online at itsy-
ourrace.com; search for Marlborough Lions.

Race sponsorships are available; the busi-
ness sponsor’s information will be printed on 
the shirts handed out to runners. Businesses 
that wish to provide sponsorships should con-
tact Hjulstrom or Lloyd. 

SOOP Returns
to Arts Center

The Marlborough-based group Seat of Our 
Pants (SOOP), is starring on the stage at the 
Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Friday @ the 
Arts Cafe on Friday, May 26, at 7:30 p.m. 

SOOP features original award-winning songs 
performed by Carolyn Brodginski, Mark Hall, 
Jeff Gorman and Michael Frantzen. The group’s 
instrumentation now includes a Celtic harp. 

The arts center is at 231 North Main Street in 
Marlborough. Doors open at 7 p.m. Admission 
at the door is $10. The building is handicapped-
accessible and there is on-site parking. See www.
marlborougharts.org and seatofourpantsmusic.
com for greater details.

Red Cross Blood Drive
There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive Thurs-

day, June 1, from 1-6 p.m., at Marlborough El-
ementary School, 25 School Drive.

All who donate will receive a $10 gift card by 
email to a merchant of their choice. They’ll also 
be automatically entered for a chance to win a 
backyard theater package including a projector 
and screen, projector tripod, smokeless firepit, 
Adirondack chair set and a movie night snack 
package.

Town Posts Full School Guard Job Details
By Jack Lakowsky

This week the Town of Marlborough posted 
the fully detailed job description for the new 
armed school guard, or school resource offi-
cer (SRO), to start at Marlborough Elementary 
School next school year. 

In the wake of the mass killing of children 
in Uvalde, Texas, a year ago, many area schools 
brought in armed guards or added more to their 
contingent, Marlborough no exception. 

The topic drew great attention, with advocates 
believing it would make kids safer to the trag-
edy of school shootings, and opponents doubt-
ing the effectiveness of armed guards, citing data 
showing mixed results at best. 

School board chair Wes Skorski, MES super-
intendent Holly Hagemen helped devise the 
plan, with Skorski telling the Rivereast Hagemen 
drafted the description’s first version.  

Now, the armed guard, once hired, will be a 
regular presence at MES, in the building during 

school time, at events and activities. 
“The SRO is an active and visible law enforce-

ment figure at the school, serving as a deterrent 
to potential acts of criminal behavior.” 

 The description goes into a thorough list of 
duties. 

The guard is to “protect students, staff and 
community” when they’re on MES grounds, or 
at any school-sponsored event. 

The guard brings more police surveillance 
to the local school. They’ll surveil entry points, 
making sure they’re locked and secured, pre-
venting entry by unauthorized people, patrol 
parking lots at arrival and dismissal. According 
to the town’s document the guard won’t be in-
volved in student discipline – except when other 
options “have been found ineffective.” 

There’s also language saying the guard can 
conduct searches and interviews. 

Also, should the guard’s “legal responsibili-

ties as a sworn police officer” conflicts with their 
school duties, the police duties take precedence, 
notifying the school and suggesting ways to 
avoid scheduling conflicts. 

They’re also asked to report any delinquency 
or arrests. Like teachers, they’re required to re-
port any knowledge or suspicion of a child being 
abused or neglected.

The guard will “immediately and without hes-
itation” intervene in “any incident of violence on 
school grounds, up to and including” an active 
shooter to stop or “mitigate” the loss of life and/
or injury. 

They must act as a first responder to situa-
tions, routine or emergency, or high-risk situ-
ations, notifying appropriate public safety and 
school administration. 

The guard can also help the school nurse in 
medical emergencies. 

There is an intent to have the SRO not just be 
a presence for security, but also for that other 
thing so key to anyone’s health and well-being 
– education. 

For example, the town lists teaching about 
“stranger danger” and internet safety, healthy 
interpersonal and intrapersonal relationships, 

alcohol and drug use education and prevention, 
“violence diffusion, and other topics deemed 
pertinent and appropriate by school administra-
tion 

In a nutshell, the guard serves as the law en-
forcement liaison between the school and the 
town and to support the school administra-
tion and staff in maintaining a safe and positive 
school environment.

There’ll be a pretty strenuous application pro-
cess - candidates will be required to successfully 
complete a written exam, physical agility test, 
oral interview, thorough background investi-
gation, polygraph, psychological, and physical 
exam. A copy of active POST certification must 
accompany the application.

 An application and current resume must be 
submitted to the Marlborough Town Clerk, 26 
North Main St., P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 
06447 by noon on June 20.

More information is available on the town’s 
website. 

The guard’s estimated to cost around 100 
grand, with the school footing 90% of the bill 
and the town 10% – a major sticking point in 
talks late last year.
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Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
NOW 

OPEN!
BE 

SAFE!
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New
sandwiches
Chicken Cutlet Grinder

with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo
Barbecue Pulled Pork

with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized 

onions & horseradish sauce
Cheeseburger with your

choice of toppings
— ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES —

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Hot Dog Buns 
& Hamburger 

Rolls
also Pies & 
Desserts for 
your parties!

JUST IN JUST IN 
TIME FOR TIME FOR 

MEMORIAL MEMORIAL 
DAY!DAY!

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
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Marlborough 
FaMily Dental

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD, FAGD

Visit us at:
www.marlboroughfamilydental.com

Offering the best in cosmetic 
and family dentistry.

New PatieNts welcome!

14 Jones Hollow Road
Suite 15

Marlborough

(860) 295-8132

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, May 29: Senior center closed for 
Memorial Day. 

Tuesday, May 30: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; free bread and bakery goods donat-
ed by Big Y, 10 a.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon. 

Wednesday, May 31: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Salisbury steak with 
gravy, cornbread stuffing, asparagus, wheat 
bread, fresh fruit; setback, 1-4 p.m.; Sophisti-
cated Ladies, 5-6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 1: Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 
Meals-on-Wheels, noon.

Friday, June 2: Socialization, 8-Ball Pool, 
Mahjong Playing Cards, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-

on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon – call 
for menu; Setback, 1-4 p.m. 

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford.

Transportation: Available Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday. Transportation available to the 
senior center, shopping, and medical and non-
medical appointments. A 36-hour advance reg-
istration is required. Masks are also required, as 
well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open Tues-
days from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The 
food bank is open to qualified residents in need 
of food. Transportation for seniors and physi-
cally challenged individuals is available; call the 
senior center for a ride.

Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203.

Adult Programs: Adult Volleyball: Thurs-
days, 8-10 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. 
Cost is $5 per week; drop in. Session runs until 
June 2.

Zumba: Thursdays, June 1-27, 6:30-7:30 
p.m., in the Marlborough Elementary School 
gym. Fee: $50/residents, $55/non-residents, or 
$12 drop-in fee each week. 

Trips: New York Yankees Bus Trip: Sunday, 
May 28. See the San Diego Padres vs. New York 
Yankees, at 1:05 p.m. Fee: $120 for upper-level 
outfield, $165 for sections 232-234. Bus departs 
Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury at 7:30 
a.m., and returns at 6 p.m.

Boston Red Sox vs. New York Yankees Bus 
Trip: Saturday, June 10, at 7:35 p.m., at Yankee 
Stadium. Fee: $209. Bus departs Putnam park 
and ride in Glastonbury at 3 p.m. and returns 
at around 1 a.m.

Sip and Shop Bus Tour: Saturday, June 17. 
Trip Includes a charter bus, a wine-tasting at 
Brotherhood Winery in New York, lunch, shop-
ping at Woodbury Commons Premium Out-
lets (over 220 stores), and games and prizes on 
the bus. Bus departs Putnam park and ride in 
Glastonbury at 3 p.m., and returns at 1 a.m. Fee: 
$80.

Youth Programs: Family Sewing – Beach 
Tote: Saturday, June 10, 10-11:30 a.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. For ages 8 and up. Stu-
dents will learn the basics of machine operation, 
and create and take home a beach tote. All sup-

plies are included. Fee: $48/resident, $53/non-
resident. 

Netto Summer Day Camp: For grades K-7. 
Weekly sessions run June 19-Aug. 11, at Blish 
Park. There will be camp games, arts & crafts, 
swimming, sports, field trips and special events. 
All campers are supervised by counselors and 
lifeguards trained in CPR/First Aid. Fee per 
week: $175/residents, $185/non-residents. 

Swim Lessons: Lessons will begin the week 
of June 20, at Blish Park. All lesson levels are of-
fered. Fee: $65/residents, $70/non-residents.

Kids Summer Beach Yoga Nights: For ages 
3-6. Meets biweekly on Wednesdays, June 21-
Aug. 16, 5:30-6:15 p.m., at Blish Park. Each 
week, children and their parents/guardians will 
embark on a “yoga adventure” centered around 
movement, play and mindfulness. Fee: $60/
residents, $65/non-residents, or a $15 per week 
drop-in fee. 

Skyhawks Basketball Camp: June 26-30. 
Ages 5 & 6 are 9 a.m.-noon, and fee is $139/
residents, $144/non-residents. Ages 7-12 are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and fee is $179/resident, $184/non-
resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up. Days and times are flexible. Fee: four lessons 
for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Acrylic Landscape Painting: July 5 and 6, 9 
a.m.-noon, at Marlborough Elementary School, 
for grades 3-6. Students will learn techniques 
to guide them through a landscape painting on 
canvas. Fee: $90/resident, $95/non-resident. 

Skyhawks (Soccer, Baseball and Basket-
ball): July 5-7, 9 a.m.-noon, at Blish Park. Mini-
Hawk is for ages 4-6, and Multi-Sport is for ages 
7-10. Fee: $115/residents, $120/non-residents. 

Lions Club Raffling Kayak
The Marlborough Lions are raffling off a 10-

foot Ascend kayak with paddle and a one-year 
rental of a kayak rack at Marlborough’s Blish 
Park. Note that use of the rack at Blish Park is 
limited to Marlborough residents, but the raffle 
for the kayak is open to everyone. 

Raffle tickets are $20 each. Tickets will be sold 
at various locations through May 28 or can be 
purchased from Marlborough Lions Club mem-
bers. Proceeds will support the Lions.

This year there is also a second prize of four 
two-hour kayak rentals valued at $240 from 
Black Hall Outfitters in Old Lyme or Westbrook.

The raffle drawing will take place at Blish Park 
Sunday, May 28. Winners need not be present. 

For more information or to purchase raffle 
tickets, call Lions Club President Megan Lloyd 
at 413-687-5537, or Lions Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054 or Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116.

Arts Center Activities and Events
Marlborough Arts Center (MAC) has an-

nounced the following activities and events:
Artist members of the Board of Directors at 

the MAC continue to display their work at Town 
Hall until the end of June. Acrylic paintings by 
Roy Wrenn, wire sculpture by Neal Alderman, 
mixed media by Laurie Alt, and watercolors by 
Audrey Carroll Prucnall and Mary Horrigan can 
be viewed during business hours at Town Hall.

MAC’s Members’ Art Show is currently on 

display at the arts center gallery, 231 N. Main St. 
The gallery will be open Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday afternoons from 1-4 p.m. The show runs 
until May 28.

Two outdoor rock concerts are planned for 
August.

A juried regional art show, East of the River, 
is scheduled for October, and a Holiday Gift and 
Art Sale will take place in November.

Watercolor classes will be offered in October.

Fife and Drum Corps Accepting New Members
The Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife and Drum 

Corps is now recruiting children between the 
ages of 8 and 17 to join the ranks. 

The Corps has been a source of music, 
marching, and living history for children/teens 
in Marlborough and surrounding towns since 
1964.  

Members learn to march and play the fife, 
snare drum or bass drum from our very capable 
instructors, free of charge. Members have op-
portunities to travel throughout New England 

while the Corps performs at parades, mus-
ters and other events. This year’s performance 
schedule includes performances at Minuteman 
National Park in Massachusetts, Fort McClary 
in Kittery, Maine, and Fort Griswold in Groton.

The Marlborough Jr. Ancients meet every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. for musical instruction and 
marching practice. For more information, visit 
www.MarlboroughJrAncients.com or email 
MarlboroughJrAncients@gmail.com.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc; John McKaig is deacon 
emeritus. Heather Mancini is church secretary 
and can be reached at 860-295-0001; hours are 
Monday-Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. People are asked to call before heading 
over or connect via email at stjohnfisher30@
yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-5 p.m. 

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: This is an active 
family faith formation program for the church’s 
kindergarten through middle school popula-
tion. For more information, call the church of-
fice.

Confirmation Community: The church’s ac-
tive 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation program 

continues. Registration is required as well. 
Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 

from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. Sandwich-
making and collection is the last Thursday of the 
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown. 
The Community Garden is once again breaking 
ground to benefit Marlborough Food Bank and 
supply fresh produce in season. Garden volun-
teers are always welcome. Other scheduled ser-
vice opportunities can be found on the church 
website and are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs or adult faith 
formation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Co-
lumbus or other ministries, call the office, visit 
www.stjfchurch.org, or look for the church on 
Facebook (Saint John Fisher Roman Catholic 
Church).

Input Sought on Food Security
The Marlborough Sustainable CT Team has 

been formed to examine the town’s sustain-
ability and resiliency policies and to engage 
the community in conversations that lead to 
new community actions that promote what 
the team calls “a more inclusive and sustain-
able Marlborough.” 

As part of this effort, the Marlborough Sus-
tainable Team is seeking community input 
on food security. The team requests that resi-
dents fill out a short survey available on the 
town website (www.marlboroughct.net), and 
copies are available at the Richmond Memo-

rial Library, Senior Center, and Town Hall.
Drop your surveys off by June 16 in the sur-

vey return box in the foyer of Town Hall. You 
can also mail them to Land Use Office, P.O. 
Box 29, Marlborough CT 06447.

The Marlborough Sustainable Team mem-
bers are citizen volunteers working with 
the Marlborough Planning Commission to 
achieve state certification. If interested in 
joining the team, email Peter Hughes, Plan-
ning & Development director, at planner@
marlboroughct.net, or call 860-295-6202.
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

“See everything, overlook 
a great deal, correct a 
little.”
--Pope John XXIIIPope John XXIII

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.
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Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Pentecost: Sunday, May 28. All are asked to 
wear red to church to celebrate the coming of the 
Holy Spirit.

Sunday School: New students are welcome. 
Contact the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard for infor-
mation at jneelrichard16@gmail.com.

Diaper Drive: This is the last Sunday to do-
nate! Diapers in sizes 3 and 4, and Pull-Ups in 

sizes 3, 4 and 5, can still be dropped off in the 
Parish Hall. 

Donations: Food items may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church. Clean re-
turnable bottles and cans go in the designated 
cans by the shed.

Church Directory: It is not too late to have 
your picture taken for the updated church direc-
tory. See Dick Napoletano after the service. If 
your information needs to be updated, contact 
Regina Starolis at regina.starolis@yale.edu.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0278 or 
contact Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-633-
0472.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library 
will be closed Monday, May 29.

Friends of the Library: Booksale Donation 
Dropoff Begins: Saturday, May 27, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. This is the first day to drop off gently used 
book donations at the library. Books must be in 
good condition, free of mold, stains or smells. 
The book sale will then take place June 9 and 10. 

National Trails Day Bike Rodeo!: Saturday, 
June 3, 10 a.m.-noon, at Center School. Learn 
about bicycle safety, practice your skills on an 
obstacle course, register for Summer Reading, 
and more. 

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, 
Mindful Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Held in the library community room. For ages 
18 months and up; siblings welcome, Baby 
Rhyme Time: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For chil-
dren ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. 

Held in the library community room.
Hatch the Chicken!: Stop by and visit the li-

brary’s newly-hatched baby chicks before they 
go back to the farm on June 6.  

DIY Days – Kinetic Sand: Saturday, May 27, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in grades 
K-8 are invited to create a different toy, game, 
or treat together. No registration required; just 
drop in. Available while supplies last.

Teen Programs: Teen Friday: Friday, May 26, 
3:30-4:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. Kick off your week-
end with a variety of games, activities and crafts.

Nintendo Switch Game Play for Grades 
6-12: Saturday, June 17, 2-3:30 p.m. Come to the 
library to play Mario Party: Superstars. All skill 
levels welcome.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club – The 
Salad Days of Summer: Tuesday, June 6, 6:30 
p.m. Bring your favorite salad and copies of the 
recipe to share. 

Daniel Corr Classical Guitarist: Tuesday, 
June 13, 6 p.m. Listen to an evening of music, 
with light refreshments to follow.

Belltown Book Blast: Friday, Jun. 16, 10 a.m. 
Come for coffee or tea and bookish banter. No 
registration needed; just drop in.

LibrarYoga with Amie Meacham: Saturday, 
June 17, 10:15 a.m. Meacham, a Yoga 200 certi-
fied instructor, will lead an hour of gentle yoga 
in the Community Room. All levels welcome.

Parks and Recreation News
East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following upcoming programs. For 
full descriptions, call 860-267-7300 or visit east-
hamptonct.myrec.com.

Kick Back and Bowl: June 14, 1-3 p.m., for 
grades 4-9. Cost is $30.

Adult Tennis: Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday, 9-10:30 a.m., at the high school tennis 
courts. Pre-registration not required. For more 
info, call or text Natalie Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Water Olympics: June 26-30, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Sears Park, $100.

Adult Pickleball: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Cost is $25.

Attention Seafarers, Theatergoers: Come to Epoch Arts in June

With fresh grant money and an upcoming show, East Hampton’s Epoch Arts youth 
theatre is on a roll. Colorful costumes and all, pictured are performers (L to R), Evan-
geline Hale, Jackie Laboy, Mary Rainville and Mikayla Namen, Epoch artists ready to 
play and slay across seas high, low, in-between, whatever the weather brings. 

By Jack Lakowsky
East Hampton’s local youth theater is set to put 

on the original show Voyagers June 9, 10 and 11 
at 7 p.m., and what a journey the show’s had get-
ting to Epoch Art’s mainstage. 

Like all Epoch shows over its 25 years, Voyag-
ers is an original script, written, produced, di-
rected and staged in-house. 

This week the Rivereast caught up with Epoch 
Arts director Elizabeth Namen, cast and crew, 
to learn more about the show, its premise and 
themes, and to hear about how Epoch has used 
some recent grant money from the State of Con-
necticut. 

The show is set in a timeless, surreal, dream-
like archipelago of islands full of people ranging 
from angry to unhappy, pretty much all of them 
complacent and unwilling or unable to make 
change. Echoing life beyond the show, the people 
who help the most are the most ostracized, the 
fate of the nonconformist, no matter what it is 
they do. 

Following a distress signal sent out on the Is-
land of Lies, mighty  Voyagers  take to the high 
seas in search of those in need of help!

 On the voyage the story encounters a litany of 
eccentric characters: Lael, a lost sailor; Sardis, a 
complacent mayor; the famous copycat Re-Petes; 
the brave warrior Jaleni; and Sachi, a scared, bro-
ken, “soon to be,” Voyager. 

All searching to find peace, it takes a commu-
nity of truth bearers to show them that peace can 
only be found in the midst of the heaviest storm.

Each character, Namen said, embodies a dif-
ferent response to the “storms” of life – compla-
cency, fear, valor. 

Performer Zackary Howland plays the tragic, 
crestfallen Lael, whose tragic past has him down 
and, unable to move past the death of his family. 
Lael was once a great voyager, but tragedy killed 
his drive, made him bow to an unfulfilled life. 

All the people in the fictional world, Namen 
said, have lost sight of the fact that life is meant 
to be lived, riding the choppy seas a far more en-
riched existence than watching them from shore. 

Namen, along with playwright, co-director 
and all around “maker of cool things and co-
everything” Sam Bolton, said the show was sup-
posed to go on in 2020. For reasons needing no 
explanation, it didn’t work out. 

The show originally planned for a larger cast of 
close to 30, but after some rewrites and working 
with smaller post-pandemic enrollment, those 
have been reduced to about 16 roles overall. The 
delay, while frustrating, allowed for a deep, deep 
dive into the story, getting to know its ins and 
outs far better than a show written, rehearsed 
and performed in a matter of weeks was a boon 
to the story, the actors and the set, which, let’s 
just say, is heady. 

“We thought, just hang tight, but it never hap-
pened that year,” said Namen. “It’s just been us 
following it, like this secret little society. It’s spe-
cial, it’s like ‘Voyagers! We’re doing it!’ It’s a big 
deal that we’re putting it on.”

Actor Jackie Laboy, playing Tadeo, said in a 
way, because it’s been such a long haul and with 
the story meaning so much to its resolute per-
formers, Voyagers could be Epoch’s magnum 
opus. 

Epoch had to temper its ambitious plans for 
the show, originally wanting a way more intricate 
set with way more pieces. The extra time gave 
them a chance to scale it down. 

The show was, and is, timely. Set on stormy 
seas, what was a more tempestuous time than 
2020 and the height of the pandemic, which de-
railed live performances from Broadway to Bell-
town, and what’s more emblematic of the time 
than the flaws the characters have to overcome – 
uncertainty, complacency, misplaced guilt, self-
delusion. 

Madison Whillock, playing Sachi, first heard 
of the show right before quarantine, and want-
ed to go out, but 2020 went south fast. A theme 
Whillock interpreted – everyone’s story matters, 
the grimy parts and the pretty. 

“You always feel with theatre, there isn’t 
enough time,” said Namen, calling the show a 
“beefy bison” of a play, with a complex story and 
grand, over-the-top set pieces – a giant head, 
complete with enormous claws, for one. 

Namen’s daughter, Mikayla, plays the heroic, 
valorous Jaleni, the type to teach you swimming 
by pushing you right in the water, she said. She 
said Jaleni’s quite different from her previous 
soft-hearted roles. 

“She’ll throw you straight into the storm,” said 
Mikayla. 

In short, she’s a warrior, a refreshing departure 

from the epic seafaring tale, which is waterlogged 
with testosterone. 

Along with putting on a long-awaited show, 
Namen and other Epoch Arts leaders are spruc-
ing up and repairing their building on Skinner 
Road. Since the start of the year Epoch has re-
ceived a few grants from the state, each worth a 
very helpful couple thousand dollars. 

Last year, Namen and assistant director Rachel 

Martin said the pandemic slowdown let them get 
tons of work done on the building, and they re-
cently redid the building’s HVAC. 

To pre-order tickets, email elizabeth@epoch-
arts.org. 

For more information, or to donate, volunteer 
and/or get your young ones involved in Epoch 
(highly recommended by its cast), visit epoch-
arts.org.
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East Hampton Public Schools
Top Ten Students

of the Class of 2023
The East Hampton Board of Education is pleased to announce the Top Ten students in

the graduating Class of 2023. The Valedictorian is Daniel Drlik. The Salutatorian is Melanie Hurt.
Daniel Drlik, son of Christina and Vaclav Drlik, is the valedictorian 
of the class of 2023. In his junior year, Dan was a recipient of the 
Society of Women Engineers Certificate of Merit and the Rensselaer 
Medal, both which recognize students who excel in math and science 
coursework and have significant involvement in extracurricular 
activities and the larger community. Dan exemplifies the award 
criteria as an incredible student and active member of his school 
community and is proud of the balance he has been able to maintain 
throughout his four years at East Hampton High School. While 
taking the most challenging courses the school has to offer, Dan 
has been the class president junior and senior years, the National 
Honor Society president, an integral member of the track team 
for three years, and a member of the cross country team for four 
years, where he currently serves as the captain. Dan has also been a 
dedicated member of the Save Promise Club for the last three years. 
After graduation, Dan plans to attend University of Connecticut and 
major in civil engineering. His goal is to be the proud designer of 
famous structures and buildings.

Melanie Hurt, daughter of Natalie and Scott Hurt, is the salutatorian of 
the class of 2023. Melanie has had many impressive accomplishments 
as a student at EHHS. In her junior year, she was the recipient of the 
Clarkson University Leadership Award, which recognizes a student with 
outstanding leadership qualities who has been a positive contributor 
to both the school and greater community. She also received the 
Computing Medal and Scholarship Award from Rochester Institute of 
Technology, which are awarded to a student-leader pursuing challenging 
courses and demonstrating interest and ability in computing. Within 
the school community, Melanie is a member of National Honor Society, 
Tri-M Music Honor Society, Interact Club, Ski Club, Concert Band, 
Library Interns, Jazz Band, Puppet Club, and the tennis team; she is also 
the vice president of Bring Change to Mind Club. Outside of school, 
Melanie is part of the Teen Advisory Board at the East Hampton Public 
Library, a teacher’s assistant at Epoch Arts, and a lector at St. Patrick 
Church. This fall, Melanie will be attending University of Connecticut, 
where she plans to study computer science and neuroscience with the 
goal of becoming either a neurosurgeon or cybersecurity specialist.

Caidyn Galovich, daughter of Brian and Kristin Galovich, is ranked 
fifth in the class of 2023. Caidyn appreciates the many opportunities 
provided to her during her high school experience and is most proud 
of how she has balanced her academic and personal life throughout 
the past four years, noting her parents’ support as a major 
contributor to her successes in both areas. Caidyn took advantage of 
the challenging academic courses available to students, and excelled 
in them while still finding time to dedicate to various extracurricular 
activities in and outside of school. Not only is Caidyn highly involved 
in the East Hampton High School community as a member of 
National Honor Society, Student Ambassadors, Interact Club, 
Spanish Club, and Yearbook Club, but she also served as her class 
secretary in her junior year, volunteered for the Special Olympics, 
participated in Relay for Life, and maintained employment as a 
physical therapist aide. Her experiences have helped her determine 
her future career; Caidyn plans to attend University of Delaware after 
graduation, where she has been accepted to the School of Nursing 
with the goal of becoming a nurse practitioner.

Sophia Cahoon, daughter of Susan DeRossa and Jeff Cahoon, is ranked sixth 
in the class of 2023. As a junior, Sophia was the recipient of the Clarkson 
Achievement Award and was inducted into the National Honor Society, 
where she currently serves as secretary. A well-rounded and involved 
member of the East Hampton school community, Sophia is a four-year 
member of the Interact Club where she has contributed in various roles, 
including serving as the holiday chair, creating the idea to make a community 
garden, and collaborating with the Environmental Club to build and grow 
gardens then donate the produce to the food bank. As a dedicated member 
of the music department, she was inducted into the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society, has performed at Disney World, and was selected to perform at 
the Shoreline Music Festival with the concert choir. An artist, Sophia is 
a member of the Art Club and passionate about the field. Sophia’s senior 
capstone project allowed her to combine her love of art and science; she titled 
it “Junk to Art.” Sophia collected recycling and turned it into artwork, then 
sold the items at the Art Show and donated all proceeds to the World Wildlife 
Foundation. Sophia has also competed on the cross country and track and 
field teams. This fall, Sophia will be attending University of Vermont, where 
she was accepted into the Liberal Arts Scholars program. She plans to study 
biological sciences with the intention of going into the field of research.

Eshani Karkun, daughter of Vivek Karkun and Shashi Ghodake, is 
ranked third in the class of 2023. As a junior, Eshani was awarded 
the George Eastman Young Leaders Award from the University of 
Rochester due to her strong leadership skills, academic success, and 
extracurricular involvement and the Gettysburg College Book Award 
as a top performer in the study of American history. Eshani has made 
many positive contributions to EHHS as the treasurer of the National 
Honor Society, the co-president of the Save Promise club, a student 
representative for the East Hampton Board of Education, a member 
of Interact Club, and a Student Ambassador. She has also served as 
both the membership director and current president of the Spanish 
Club, and the president (9th grade) and treasurer (10th-12th grades) 
of her class. Additionally, she is the team captain of the girls’ tennis 
team, and the team manager for the girls’ basketball team. Eshani is 
most proud of her involvement in a wide variety of activities during 
her high school experience, as it made her more confident socially 
and academically. This fall, Eshani plans to attend University of 
Connecticut, where she will study biological sciences in hopes to 
pursue medicine with a specialty in either patient care or lab research.

Jordan Murphy, daughter of Tim and Carolyn Murphy, is ranked 
fourth in the class of 2023. Jordan has excelled both academically 
and athletically during her time at East Hampton High School. In her 
junior year, Jordan was a recipient of the Society of Women Engineers 
Certificate of Merit, provided to students who have completed math 
and science courses with distinction and have been active citizens 
within their school and community. Jordan has been a member of 
both the varsity volleyball and basketball teams for four years and 
the track and field team for three years. She was selected as captain 
for all three teams this past year, an indication of her dedication 
and leadership abilities. In her high school athletic career, she also 
contributed to State Championships for both basketball and volleyball 
and was selected as a CIAC Scholar-Athlete Award recipient. Jordan 
further contributes to EHHS as a member of National Honor Society, 
Bring Change to Mind, Interact Club, and DECA. This fall, Jordan 
plans to attend University of Hartford to study occupational therapy 
and represent the Hawks as a member of the track & field team. 
Jordan’s goal is to work with children and adults as an occupational 
therapist to help them reach their highest physical potential.

Julia M. Stone, daughter of Tammy and David Stone, is ranked seventh 
in the class of 2023. As a junior, she was the recipient of the University 
of Rochester Frederick B. Douglas and Susan B. Anthony Award, which 
is presented each year to a student who is committed to understanding 
and addressing difficult social issues. Passionate about the arts, Julia 
is a talented musician and performer. She is a member of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society, in addition to participating in chorus, Julia sings 
soprano for the Voices a cappella group and plays piano for the Jazz 
Band. An actress, Julia is a member of the Drama Club and has helped 
lead ensembles for multiple productions, including starring as Sandy 
in Grease and as Morticia in the Addams Family. Julia has been hired 
to perform as a scare actor at Terror at Quassy and as an elf for the 
North Pole Express through the Essex Steam Train. Julia takes dance 
and vocal lessons as well as writes her own music; she has performed 
her original pieces at the annual Cabaret show for the past three years. 
This fall, Julia will attend Eastern Connecticut State University, where 
she will study psychology with the intention of becoming a certified 
therapist. Julia will continue working on her craft as an actor and singer 
and would love to make a career as an entertainer. 

Jenna Murphy, daughter of Tim and Carolyn Murphy, is ranked 
eighth in the class of 2023. Jenna has shown incredible dedication to 
the East Hampton High School community over the past four years 
through her involvement in athletics, leadership, and extracurricular 
activities. She was inducted into the National Honor Society in her 
junior year, holds the historian position for DECA, and is a member 
of Spanish Club, Interact Club, and Bring Change to Mind, which 
all provide opportunities to support the school and town at large. 
In addition, Jenna has been an important member of the volleyball 
team all four years and track and field the past three years. Her 
commitment to both sports earned her the role of team captain for 
both volleyball and track and field this past year. A true athlete, Jenna 
is most proud of winning the Class S State Championship with her 
volleyball team. She has continued to dedicate much of her time to 
the sport through participation in Husky Volleyball and is planning 
to play at the collegiate level. Jenna will be attending University of 
Hartford in the fall and will major in occupational therapy.

Ben Fazekas, son of Jill Fazekas, is ranked ninth in the class of 2023. 
In his junior year, Ben’s academic and personal achievements were 
recognized through receipt of the Xerox Award for Innovation and 
Information Technology from University of Rochester, as well as the 
Computing Medal and Scholarship Program Award from Rochester 
Institute of Technology. Both awards are presented to students who 
have high levels of academic achievement, interest and clear abilities 
within the fields of technology and computing, and leadership 
qualities displayed through community or school involvement. Ben 
has shown these traits through his participation in cross country for 
four years, indoor track for four years, and outdoor track for three 
years during his time at East Hampton High School. He was selected 
as team captain for outdoor track in his junior year. Ben is most 
proud of his perseverance over the past four years, shown through 
his ability to try different approaches to problems should his first 
attempt not work. This quality will surely do him well as he enters 
college. This fall, Ben plans to attend University of Connecticut, 
where he will study computer science and engineering.

Jenna Field, daughter of Toni Spano, is ranked tenth in the class 
of 2023. Jenna is a member of the National Honor Society, Student 
Ambassadors, Youth Forum, Business Club, Interact Club, Yearbook 
Club, and Spanish Club. She is also a volunteer for the Special 
Olympics, a youth cheerleading program assistant coach, and a 
dance teacher. In reflecting on her high school experience, Jenna 
believes her mom pushed her to be the best version of herself; she is 
most proud of staying true to her own beliefs, building confidence 
to try new experiences, and creating positive relationships with 
peers and staff alike. Her meaningful relationships with her teachers 
have been influential in shaping her academic and career goals. 
Their dedication to and support of her and others’ success have 
inspired her to pursue a career in education, something she has 
had the opportunity to practice this year through an independent 
study working with preschoolers. This fall, Jenna plans to continue 
her studies in early childhood education with a goal of becoming a 
certified teacher who can build positive relationships with students 
to inspire them just as her teachers did for her.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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23

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

INSURANCE
Business, Personal, Home, Auto, Boat && More!

(860) 537-4661 | www.GerhardtInsurance.com
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCY
EXPER IENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
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RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD
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Why Pay More to Sell Your Home?!

“1% Full-Service Listings”

Services Offered: 
Market Analysis & Value Optimization Strategy

Professional Home Photography

Full Listing Visibility on All MLS Websites

Sign & Electronic Lock Box

Open Houses Conducted

Experienced, Responsive, Professional Service
Contract Term

Listing Commission

2.5% Broker


?


?
?

6 months +

$11,625

Rockoff Realty








90 days

$4,650

19 Bascom Road, Lebanon
Sold for $465,000 – our client saved $6,975!

If you would like to sell your home,
receive superior service, and save thousands of dollars,
call Kevin Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, at 860-882-9598.

You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn more
about our “1% Full-Service Listings”!

We introduced our “1% Full-Service Listings” in September 2017 with the firm belief that 
we could deliver superior home-selling services for a listing fee of just 1% vs. the 2.5% or 
even 3% traditionally charged by other Realtors. Since then, we have sold HUNDREDS of 
homes ALL ACROSS CT at a 1% listing fee, and there are no gimmicks or hidden fees!

We just sold 19 Bascom Road in Lebanon, our 350th sale!

The Buyer Broker fee, if any, is separate and determined by the Seller.

Rockoff Realty LLC, 87 Main Street, Hebron CT 06248
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127 East High Street Rt.66, East Hampton, CT 06424
CTDocks.com • ctdocks@gmail.com
OPEN MON-FRI 10-5:30; SAT 10-2

DOCKS
IN STOCK & READY FOR

INSTALLATION

Call NOW for a QUOTE
860-365-5930

Snap Dock and Shore Side Dock’s EXCLUSIVE Connecticut Dealer!

Check out our new display!

• Floating Docks
• Jet Ski Ports
• Aluminum Docks

• Boat Unwrap
• Trailer Service
• Engine Repair

• Installation
• Outboard/Stern Drives
• Resale Boats/Jet Skis

and More...

(860) 267-6102
Suburban Sanitation Service
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— Providing Prompt and Courteous Service Since 1955 —

This Memorial Day, 
remember to take the time 

to honor the Men and Women 
who have served our country.
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“A Place Where Family and Friends Share Their Memories”
Located at the beautiful & scenic

Quarry Ridge Golf Course

— FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED —

Open 7 days a week, same menu all day long!
Sun.-Thur. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm Terrazza_CT 
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9 Rose Hill Road, Portland, CT 06480 | 860.788.3558 | Terrazzact.com

Banquet Facilities 
Available

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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218 New London Tpke | Glastonbury | CT 06033

REALTOR®

c. 860.841.4305 | o. 860.633.0111 | Jody.Delmastro@raveis.com | JodyDelmastro.raveis.com

860-652-8889
363 New London Turnpike

Glastonbury, CT 06033
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE:

sliceworksct.com

Big Mac Pizza
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We Deliver!

Full Menu
Available

Kick Off  Your 
Summer Parties

$5.00 OFF$5.00 OFF
Any order over $25.00Any order over $25.00

with this coupon • expires 6-30-2023with this coupon • expires 6-30-2023
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COLOR

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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July 5th -
July 28th

Championskarate47@gmail.com

860-531-8746
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryUSA.net

Keith Arcari
MSPT UConn ’00

Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
DPT UNE ’18

To request a visit, call or visit:
www.symmetryusa.net

Celebrating Our
10 Year Anniversary!

Thank you to all of our wonderful patients! 
We are looking forward to the next 10 years!

1979 - 2023

Over 40 Years of Building Quality!

2 Great Locations: Colchester 860 267-7600  Clinton 860 664-1620

1.800.326.SHED

Save up to 18% on all In-Stock Gazebos!

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

10x16 8x1210x12 12x20

Includes ramp!With loft and ramp!In-stock or new construction!

CAREFREE’S 4444th
ANNIVERSARY SALEANNIVERSARY SALE

Carefree Dormer Cottage
NOW ONLY

$694444!

Carefree Run-In
NOW ONLY
$694444!

Carefree Colonial
NOW ONLY
$464444!

Carefree Cottage
NOW ONLY
$894444!

   May 2023
44th Anniversary
10x12 dormer cottage $6944 in stock or new con-
struction
Save up to 18% on in stock gazebos example 14' 
vinyl elite with screens and wire now $13,944
10x16 run in $6944
12x20 cottage with loft and ramp $8944
8x12 Colonial w/ramp $4644
0% interest til 2024 for qualified buyers
Sale ends 6.3.23

Hurry In -- Sale ends June 3, 2023
Not to be combined with any other offer.

0% Interest
until 2024 to qualified buyers!

For Example:  14’ Vinyl Elite 
w/screens & wire 

NOW ONLY  $13,94444!
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VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.coma retail purchase!
Mondays & Tuesdays 

thru 6/30/23

RETAIL MARKET HOURS
Mon & Tues 9am-5pm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm;

Sat 9am-5pm; Closed Sunday

RESTAURANT HOURS
Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pm;
Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon

Limit 1 per coupon. Not to be combined with 
any other offer or discount, including Frequent 

Punch Cards and in-store specials.

884 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

WWW.CFISHCT.COM
860.522.3129
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15% OFFFGet crackin’ with 
a super seafood 

cookout with Maine 
lobster this Memorial 

Day Weekend!

— CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY —

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Ha
Sponsors Sought

for Old Home Days
Old Home Days is July 6, 7 and 8 – and spon-

sors are sought to help pay for the three-day 
Glorious Celebration. 

East Hampton Old Home Days is run en-
tirely on donations from the community and 
local businesses.  All donations are welcome. To 
donate, visit www.ehohd.org. For sponsorship 
information, call Carl Guild at 860-813-2275 or 
carlguild@gmail.com.

Class of ‘88 35th
Class Reunion 

The class has entered a float in the Old Home 
Day Parade on July 8, followed by a get-together 
at Kick Back n’ Bowl beginning at 1 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to be on the float or 
walk in the parade. Alumni from classes of ‘85, 
’86, ’87 and ‘89 are also welcome to attend. 

Contact Lisa Loffredo if interested or for 
more information, at 860-930-0689 or LLoff-
redo@comcast.net.
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80 East High Street, Route 66
East Hampton

We Rent Tractors, 
Skidsteers, and
Mini Excavators

860-267-7222

Start your summer projects 
with an equipment rental 

from Belltown!

Car Rentals
starting at just $42/day
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$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Dick’s Barber Shop
Open W/Th/F 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE2-25-22

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and 
Thursdays, 1:15 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 
p.m.; Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and 
via Zoom; Cross Stitch: Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 
p.m. – all levels welcome; Tap Dance: Thurs-
days, 11:15-11:45 a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 
9:30-11 a.m. – let the center know in advance if 
you plan to attend; Mahjongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-
noon – call also to put your name on a list if in-
terested in learning how to play; Textile Group: 
Fridays, 1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet outdoors, 
weather permitting, or indoors or via Zoom.

Old Home Day Parade Meeting: Wednes-
day, May 31, 10 a.m. Discussions will take place 
about how the senior center will participate this 
year. 

Hayride on the Air Line Trail: Tuesday, June 
6, at 1:30 p.m. Call the senior center to sign up 
and for more details.

Movie Day: Friday, June 9, at 1 p.m. The 
Woman King will be shown. Snacks will be pro-
vided.

Free Blood Pressure Screening: Monday, 
June 12, noon-1 p.m., at the senior center. Spon-
sored by the Chatham Health Department. All 
are welcome to stop by and monitor their blood 
pressure; no appointment necessary.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group Now 
Twice a Month: Mondays, June 12 and 26, 10:30 
a.m. This is a casual opportunity to meet others 
and discuss what’s on your mind. 

Ageless Meditations with Victoria: Mon-
days, June 12 and 26, 1-2 p.m. Techniques en-
gage in healing, self-compassion and gratitude 
in a group setting. 

Book Club: Tuesday, June 13, 11:30 a.m., at 
Sadler’s Ordinary. Have a review of Vanishing 
Half by Britt Bennet over lunch. Each member 
is responsible for their own meal. Let Donna 
know if you will attend. The senior center van 
will be available for transport. The group will 
not meet in July or August.

Celebrate Flag Day Ice Cream Social: 
Wednesday, June 14, 1-3 p.m. There will be mu-
sic and ice cream in memory of Bob Atherton. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. 

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the 
Church’s Puppet Ministry features Digger the 
Dog and some of his friends from Farmer M’s 
Red Barn to help explain the meaning of the 
message topic.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities about God’s love are offered for 
kids in the Fellowship Hall during the worship 

service. All are welcome.
Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are al-
ways welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Book of 
Revelation. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. The 
church website is at www.hncovenantchurch.
org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library has a new P.O. box 
number: 123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. No Sat-
urday classes until summer. Cost is a $10 drop-in 
fee. Register at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experi-
enced and new players welcome. 

Spinning and Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

CommuniTea: Saturday, June 10, 10 a.m.-
noon. Take out a book, have a cup of tea, and 
see the library’s new art displays.  Coffee drink-
ers welcome.

Writer’s Workshop/Meet-Up Group: Wednes-
day, June 21, 7-8:30 p.m. There will be construc-
tive criticism, writing exercises and more. Get the 
opinion of other writers. Registration requested.

CCEH Spring Market
On Saturday, May 27, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 

the annual Spring Market will take place on the 
grounds of the Congregational Church of East 
Hampton at 59 Main St. 

The market will include a tag sale, plant sale, 
food, Tastefully Simple, Photos by Barbara, 
WarmFuzziesSoftHugs, Syd’s Shenanigans, Deb-
by’s Sweet Treats, Vinyl Fusion, Autumn Olive 
Farm, Book Boxes, maple products from Rick’s 
Sugar Shack, and more. The Belltown Garden 
Club will also sell perennials.

Visit the downtown merchants during their 
Village Stroll from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. that day.

For more information or to reserve a vendor 
spot, call Lisa at 860-918-1170.

Budget Referendum
Location Change

The location of voting for the budget ref-
erendum is now Town Hall. 

Voters will enter through the front door 
of the building and proceed to the commu-
nity room. Signs will be posted. Curbside 
voting will be available at the entrance on 
the left side of the building.

EV Owners Sought for 
Electric Car Show

The East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force 
(CETF) invites owners of electric and hybrid ve-
hicles to show off their cars at the Electric Car 
Show on Saturday, June 3, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
at East Hampton High School, 15 North Maple 
St. Rain date is June 4.

More and more people want to know what it 
is like driving electric, the CETF said, adding 
that no one is better to answer those questions 
than existing owners. 

Owner registration is fast and free. Go to 
www.tinyurl.com/ehcarshow and complete the 
online registration. 

No Services at Haddam 
Neck Congregational

During May, Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church members will worship at the 2nd Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam, 52 
Middle Haddam Rd., Middle Haddam. All are 
invited to the 10 a.m. service there.

No worship services will be held at Haddam 
Neck Congregational during May.

Visit www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.
org for information and upcoming events. 

YPCCA to Present Rent This Summer
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts is 

now accepting registrations for its summer the-
ater camp for students in grades 6-12. YPCCA 
will run Monday through Friday June 26-July 
23, from 8:30 a.m.- 2:45 p.m., at East Hampton 
High School. 

Mornings at the camp are devoted to various 
workshops, while afternoons are spent in re-
hearsals for the summer mainstage production 
– which this year is Rent.

For teens interested in a leading role in the 
show, auditions are held a few weeks before 
camp. Auditions, however, are not mandatory 
and students who do not audition will be fea-

tured in the ensemble. There are also opportuni-
ties to learn behind-the-scenes skills involved in 
theater work and many campers work as stage 
and set crew.

Admission is $675 per child; additional chil-
dren in a family are $625 each. A $100 deposit 
is required at registration, and payment in full is 
due by the first day of camp.

Registration and more information on the 
camp is available by visiting www.ypcca.org. 
Scholarships are also available for students with 
financial need. Email info@ypcca.org for more 
information.

Dean’s List
Patricia Casura of East Hampton made the 

winter 2023 Dean’s List at Southern New Hamp-
shire University in Manchester, N.H.

President’s List
Shannon Cunningham of East Hampton 

made the winter 2023 President’s List at South-
ern New Hampshire University in Manchester, 
N.H.

Church Tag Sale
St. John Paul II Parish will hold a tag sale at its 

St. Patrick Church location, 47 W. High St., on 
Saturday, June 3, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
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Residents next Tuesday will vote not just on the town and school budgets, but will 
also be faced with advisory questions on whether the budgets were “too high” or 
“too low.” 

Sheet 1 of 1

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
To vote, fill in the oval      completely next to your choice, like this  .

Official Ballot
Budget Referendum

East Hampton, Connecticut
May , 202

1.

.

.

.

trail. 
Recently, that group received a grant to for-

mally create a “Twelve Town Air Line Trail” or-
ganization with the primary purpose of coordi-
nating activities, providing a unified voice with 
the state for maintenance and other efforts and 
other joint efforts to promote the Air Line Trail, 
which runs from Thompson to Portland.

Finally, a Ford
The department finally took delivery of its 

Ford F-150 pick-up that was ordered back in 
July 2022. The vehicle is being outfitted with its 
graphics, emergency equipment, radio, comput-
er and in-car camera system and is expected to 
be on the road in three weeks.

$Belltown Budget, cont. from page 1

Nate Ireland and Jordan Murphy were selected as East Hampton High School’s 
scholar-athletes. 

EHHS Scholar-Athletes: Ireland and Murphy 
By Josh Howard

Seniors Nate Ireland and Jordan Murphy 
were selected as East Hampton High School’s 
Scholar-Athletes of the year. 

The Scholar-Athlete Program annually recog-
nizes two high school seniors from each mem-
ber high school of the Connecticut Association 
of Schools/Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference (CAS/CIAC) whose academic and 
athletic careers have been exemplary, whose 
personal standards and achievements are a 
model to others, and who possess high levels of 
integrity, self-discipline and courage.

The pair was honored at the 40th annual 
Scholar-Athlete Awards Banquet at the Aqua 
Turf Club in Southington on May 7.

Ireland Leads the Way
Ireland did a little of everything at East 

Hampton High School, starring on the basket-
ball courts and competing on the cross-country 
trails and track during the other two athletic 
seasons. 

This past winter on the hardwood, he earned 
All-Shoreline Conference Honorable Mention 
after averaging a double-double (10+ points, 
10+ rebounds), serving as the team’s frontcourt 
presence and team captain as the Bellringers 
made the state tournament for a second consec-
utive season, winning a total of 23 games over 
the last two seasons.  

East Hampton boys basketball head coach 
John Antolini called Ireland a “true leader” and 
praised him for his approach to the game.    

“He plays the right way,” added Antolini. “He 

plays unselfishly, respects his teammates, plays 
hard, and most importantly, has fun.”

Along with playing basketball at the high 
school for three years, Ireland also made a name 
as a distance runner, competing for the cross-
country team for three years and a member of 
the outdoor track team the past two springs. 

Antolini added that Ireland was deserving 
of the award, stating, “His attitude and the ex-
ample he sets is contagious and his teammates 
thrive off the way he plays and the example he 
sets on and off the court. I look forward to hear-
ing about his successes for years to come.” 

Ireland will attend Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Murphy Leaves Championship Legacy
Murphy was a four-year member for the vol-

leyball, basketball and outdoor track teams, 
helping bring home state championships in all 
three sports. 

This past school year, she was a captain for 
all three teams and has been an all-conference 
selection in all three sports. 

On the volleyball courts, Murphy was a two-
time all-state recipient and was named the Class 
M tournament’s Most Valuable Player her senior 
year as the Bellringers captured the program’s 
first state championship this past November. 

East Hampton volleyball coach Molly 
Grabowski said that Murphy is an outstanding 
athlete, yet it’s the intangibles that make her spe-
cial, stating, “her work ethic is second to none.” 

“She comes to practice every day ready to give 
100%,” added Murphy. “She is self-disciplined 

and constantly looking to make herself better.   
She also has a great deal of mental toughness.”

Grabowski added that Murphy played varsity 
since her freshman season and grew into a lead-
er by setting an example on a daily basis.  

“She walks the walk and this drives her team-
mates to want to be there with her,” stated 
Grabowski. “Jordan has developed into an ath-
lete who leads her team demonstrating an out-
standing skillset, attitude, work ethic, discipline, 
and enthusiasm for the sport.”

Following the volleyball title, Murphy was the 
only senior starter and team captain for a Bell-
ringers basketball team that won the program’s 
first state title since 1980.

Over her four years on the basketball team, 
the Bellringers captured four straight Shoreline 
Conference (SLC) championships. 

She is currently finishing up her senior sea-
son in outdoor track where she helped the pro-
gram win a state title in 2021.

Murphy will attend University of Hartford 
where she will be a member of the Hawks track 
and field team in West Hartford.

Grabowski said no matter what sport Murphy 
continues to play, she will be successful, adding, 
“She will prove to be an asset and an integral 
part of any college program and for any sport 
she decides to pursue, because that’s Jordan.”
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Metal Carports & Garages
Now offered by Fireside Supply, Inc.

SAMPLE SIZES:

Stop by our showroom:
33B East St., Hebron, CT

860-228-1383

12x21
$2,145

18x21
$2,465

20x21
$2,990

Many more sizes & 
styles to choose from!

(normal installation included)

Early Memorial Day Ceremony

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
holds services Sundays at 10:45 a.m. All are wel-
come. The church is located at 1 East High St. 
Bible study is Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall Lounge. 

Capstone Charity Clinic… For his capstone project, East Hampton High School 
senior Nicholas Chunko recently held a charity basketball clinic for boys and girls in 
grades 3-5. He raised $334 for the March of Dimes.  

The Haddam Neck Cemetery Association 
will hold an early Memorial Day ceremony 
Sunday, May 21, at 2 p.m., at Rock Landing 
Road Cemetery. 

New flags along with flowers will be put on 
all veterans graves starting at 1:45 p.m. The 

Moodus Drum and Fife will provide patriotic 
songs. A veteran from East Hampton will give 
a speech.

 Children are encouraged to decorate their 
bikes or wagons for prizes.  

The Haddam Neck Fair Association will 
provide ice cream and cookies.

Honor Society 
Inductee

Alexis Abbotts of East Hampton was recently 
inducted into Quinnipiac University’s chapter 
of Lambda Pi Eta, the National Communication 
Association’s official honor society. 

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t
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TENTS • TABLES • CHAIRS
DANCE FLOOR • POPCORN

COTTON CANDY & MUCH MORE
Call today for tent & party suppliesCall today for tent & party supplies

860-345-TENT860-345-TENT  860-345-8368860-345-8368
www.eastern-rentaI.com

READYREADY
TO TO 

PARTY?PARTY?
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DIABETICS: We have the highest resolution imaging system available to look at your retina for the 
earliest signs of diabetic changes. The eye is the only part of the body where we can see arteries 
and veins and brain tissue under normal conditions without opening you up. And it's painless. 
Control diabetes by monitoring the eye for diabetic changes once a year. 
 

MIGRAINE SUFFERERS: There are now therapeutic eyeglass lenses available that can help stop a 
migraine before it starts or help it fade away faster. Based on a study from Harvard University, these 
lenses absorb wavelengths (colors) of light that aggravate migraines and transmit the ones that 
don’t. If you experience severe light sensitivity during a migraine, these lenses may be as effective 
as medications. We have demo lenses in our office.   
 

INSOMNIA SUFFERERS: If it’s hard for you to get to sleep or stay asleep, there are now eyeglass 
lenses that block the wavelengths of light that have been shown to interfere with going to sleep and 
staying asleep. Wearing these lenses for at least 2 hours before bed helps the brain prepare to 
release natural sleep hormones to help you fall asleep and stay asleep. Studies at Tulane University 
have identified the offending wavelengths, so special filtering lenses can eliminate them. They are 
similar to the “Blue Blocking” lenses that have helped so many computer users relieve eyestrain. 
 

FLOATER SUFFERERS: Floaters are those annoying, shadowy spots that many people see in their 
vision that move away whenever you look at them. Most people have them. Some are annoying; 
some really interfere with vision. A study from Ireland concluded that almost 70% of participants 
who took a new once-a-day supplement reported a reduction or elimination of floaters after 6 
months of use. Our office can identify your floaters with our imaging systems as you follow the 
study protocol for at least 6 months. We stock the supplement at the Palmer Eyecare Center. 
 

BOATERS: Have you ever watched a pair of sunglasses go overboard and sink out of sight to the 
bottom of the lake or ocean? We now have sunglasses that FLOAT! With polarized lenses from 3M, 
these wraparound sunglasses can’t sink. You still have to fish them out of the water though. We also 
carry floating eyeglass cords that will help keep your sunglasses near the surface. 
 

LIGHT SENSITIVITY SUFFERERS: Summertime means more sun and brighter sun. There are 
new generations of Transitions lenses that get darker outdoors (and even in cars). The ultraviolet 
wavelengths in sunlight power the lenses to darken in seconds! And when you go inside, they 
completely lighten up in a couple minutes. ‘TIS THE SEASON for sunglasses and Transitions lenses. 
 

HEADACHE, VERTIGO, DOUBLE VISION and CAR SICKNESS SUFFERERS: Calibrating your 
vision so that the vision is crystal clear at all distances AND that your eyes are precisely aiming 
exactly where they are supposed to aim helps most of these problems go away. It’s what we do 
every day with eyeglasses and contact lenses.  
 

…..and that just scratches the surface of what we offer at the Palmer Eyecare Center. 
 

Everyone should have an annual eye exam. Call now to schedule yours. 
 



Advanced Practice Clinical Optometry       “We Solve Vision Problems” 
www.palmereyecare.com                                 860-267-2222 

Chatham Corner Building    240 Middletown Ave.   East Hampton, CT 06424 
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Everyone should have an annual eye exam.
Call now to schedule yours.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Card-Making Class: Thursdays, June 15, July 
20 and Aug. 17, 6-8 p.m., at Town Hall. Cost: 
$15 per class, per person ($20 for nonresidents).

Gentle Yoga: Online with Facebook Live. 
For ages 45 and older. The four-week classes are 
held Mondays from 4:45-5:45 p.n. Choose June 
12-July 17 (no class June 19 or July 3), or July 
24-Aug. 14. Cost per four-week session: $35/
residents, $40/non-residents.

SPT Summer Soccer Camp: For ages 5-15. 
Monday-Friday, June 19-23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
at the RecPlex. Cost is $225/player for full-day 
(9 a.m.-3 p.m.), and $150/player for half-day (9 
a.m.-noon). There will also be a camp Monday-

Friday, July 24-28, from 5-8 p.m., at the RecPlex. 
Cost is $150/player. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Parks and Rec. is 
always looking for volunteers to help with events 
and programs. Call the office if interested. 

Internships: College students looking for an 
internship in the recreation field can contact 
Parks and Rec. to set something up. Internships 
are available any time of the year. Call the office 
to discuss options.

Troop 72 Court of Honor
Scout Troop 72 recently held its Court of 

Honor, and the following scouts earned rank ad-
vancements:

Tenderfoot – Logan Cleary, Lucas Jodoin, 
Bryce Berta, Zackary Jodoin, Adam Laspino; 
Second Class – Scout Alex Laspino, Sai Parekh, 
Benjamin Salemi; First Class – Anthony De-
Paola; Star Scout – Chase Vendrillo; Life Scout 
– Kevin Reas.

Also at the Court of Honor, merit badges were 
earned by the following scouts:

Johnathan McAllister – First Aid; Brendan 
Reas – Family Life, Personal Management, 
Citizenship in Society; Kevin Reas – First Aid, 
Emergency Preparedness, Camping, Citizenship 
in Society.

Several scouts also earned special awards. 
The Fireman Chit is awarded to scouts who 

have been trained and can demonstrate fire 

safety in building a campfire. Those scouts were 
Anthony DePaola, Alex Laspino, Sai Parekh, 
Benjamin Salemi

The Totin’ Chip is awarded to scouts who have 
been trained and can demonstrate safe handling 
and proper use of a knife, ax and saw. Those 
scouts were Anthony DePaola, Lucas Jodoin, 
Zackary W Jodoin, Alex Laspino, Sai Parekh, 
Benjamin Salemi.

To see highlights of troop events, look for Boy 
Scout Troop 72 on Facebook.

The troop holds regular meetings at Colches-
ter Federated Church, 60 Main St., on Mondays 
at 7 p.m., from September to June. Parents/
guardians of children age 11-17 who may be in-
terested in the program should email scoutmas-
ter@troop72ct.org, attention Ben Smith, or stop 
by for one of the troop meetings.

Colchester on the Green
The 43rd annual Colchester on the Green 

event is happening on June 11 (rain date of 
June 25) and the Colchester Business Asso-
ciation is accepting applications for tag sale 
booths, craft fair and business booths, non-
profits and entertainment. 

The Colchester Business Association or-
ganizes this annual event and you can learn 
more about it and apply for a booth online at 
www.ColchesterCBA.com or by sending an 
email to info@colchesterctbusiness.com.

Scouts Donate Cookies… On Wednesday, May 17, Ambassador Girl Scout Troop 
63317 made a surprise visit to the Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire Department. 
The scouts donated hundreds of Girl Scout cookies as a way to thank the many fire and 
EMS volunteers and employees for keeping the community safe. Pictured from left 
are Noah Dombroski, Josh Braga, Judi Didato, Ash Waterman, Troop Leader Jennifer 
Waterman, Makayla Gale, Allison Deane, Rubert Russell, Kellie Gale and Will Collins.

Aging in Place
Aging in Place, a vendor fair sponsored by the 

Colchester Commission on Aging, will be held 
at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., on 
Wednesday, June 14, from 4-7 p.m. 

Several agencies will be present to provide in-
formation on the resources available to help you 
or a loved one remain in home safely. Vendors 
present will include services such as homecare, 
assistive equipment, transportation and more. 

Carnival on the Green
The Colchester Lions will hold its annual 

Carnival on the Green from May 31 through 
June 3. Hours are Wednesday and Thursday, 
6-9 p.m.; Friday, 6-10 p.m.; and Saturday, 
noon-9 p.m.

Presale vouchers for ride bracelets are 
available at Noel’s Market and Mel’s Down-
town Creamery for $27 until Tuesday, May 
30. Tickets are limited. There will be food 
vendors and a variety of rides. Ride bracelets 
will be available for purchase at carnival for 
$30 daily, as well as, tickets. 

Bracelets cannot be purchased and are not 
valid after 5 p.m. on Saturday.  Tickets must 
be purchased to ride on Saturday after 5 p.m.

A Civil War Christmas
St. Andrew Ladies Guild is promoting a new 

travel opportunity, and all are invited. 
A Civil War Christmas will take place in Get-

tysburg, Pa., from Nov. 29-Dec. 1. Cost: $555/
person double, $639/person single. Includes: 
Transportation, hotel, two breakfasts, two din-
ners, admissions, gratuity for the driver, and 
escort. Trip protection coverage is strongly rec-
ommended.

For full details or to make a reservation, con-
tact Barbara Gozzo at 860-537-0179 or barb-
gozzo@gmail.com. The trip is first-come, first-
served, so early registration is suggested. 

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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Coupon good through 6/30/2023. One per customer. Most vehicles. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Coupon good through 6/30/2023. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating 32 Years
in Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

A/C SERVICE
SPECIAL

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

$22995

$2000 OFF

Includes up to 2 lbs.
134A Refrigerant

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions • Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

Colchester Stone & Landscape Supply, llc
631 Old Hartford Road • (860) 537-1526

We Carry All Your Gardening Needs
Top Soil, Sand & Fill

Stone – from boulders to river rocks
Fire Pits, Fireplaces

Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams

CONTRACTORS SPECIALS:
Pavers by Belgard, Nicolock

MAY MULCH
SPECIAL!

Brown, Black,
& Natural Compost

$50 /yard
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate
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   MEMORIAL DAY   
We give thanks to those who
have served and given their

lives to protect us.

Call Us For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

167 Lebanon Ave.
Colchester

860-603-2387

Sign up, register and purchase online at:

twisteddogyoga.com

NEW LOCATION!
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Saturday, June 3rd • 10a-5p
OPEN HOUSE

Yoga Nidra: Wednesdays at 6:30p
All Levels Flow: Mondays at 9:00a

NEW 
CLASSES

Upcoming Events
Partner Yoga – June 3rd

Monthly Restorative Yoga – June 18th

Yoga + Wine at Priam – June 22nd

Families in Nature – June 24th

Joint Movement Series – July 23rd

Free Classes
Raffles
Promos

Annual Top Dog Contest
All are invited to enter the town clerk’s 31st 

annual “Top Dog” Contest to win the No. 1 dog 
tag from the town clerk’s office and a basket do-
nated by Wagging Tails Pet Shop in Colchester. 

To enter the contest, you must pre-register 
your dog for the 2023-24 license year. Return 
the application with payment to the office by 
4:30 p.m. Friday May 26. The drawing will be 
held Wednesday, May 31, and the winner will 
be notified. The application can be found at col-
chesterct.gov under Town Clerk. 

A copy of a current rabies vaccination cer-
tificate and, if it is not listed on the rabies cer-
tificate, a current spay/neuter certificate must 
be included. Checks/money orders should be 
made payable to Town of Colchester. Your li-
cense and tags will be mailed to you after regis-
tration begins on June 1. 

You can mail the application to: Colchester 
Town Clerk, 127 Norwich Ave., No. 101, Col-
chester, CT 06415. Applications may also be re-
turned via the drop box located outside Town 
Hall or emailed to dogowners@colchesterct.gov. 
Email can only be done with a credit/debit card 
and there is an additional $2 convenience fee 
the vendor charges to use your credit/debit card.

License year: July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024.
Spayed/neutered: $8; not spayed/neutered, 

$19.
June is dog licensing month by state law, 

penalty charges are added if licenses are not 
renewed by June 30. The penalty is $1/month 
starting July 1.

For more information, email townclerk@col-
chesterct.gov or call 860-537-7215.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice will be broadcast via Facebook Live each 
Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship videos are at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the Wor-
ship tab. Updated information is also on the 
church’s Facebook page.

Anniversary Service: All are welcome Sun-
day, June 4, at 9 a.m., for a special worship ser-
vice to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of being a 
Welcoming, Open & Affirming Church. All are 

encouraged to wear colorful clothing to show 
their support.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held during 
worship from September through June. Chil-
dren in grades pre-K through 8 are welcome. 
The nursery is located just off the sanctuary. 
Visit the church website for more information 
and to register youth for Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 

395 South Main St., is hosting a pasta dinner 
to benefit Boy Scout Troop 72 on Friday, May 
26. Dinner will be baked ziti, meatballs, sau-
sage, peppers and onions, tossed salad, and 
garlic bread. 

Dinner will be served from 5-7 p.m. and is 
available for dine-in or take out. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for children under 12. 
Limited tickets available. 

Purchase tickets from 4-10 p.m. weekdays 
or noon-9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. For 
more information, call 860-537-2550.

Memorial Day Activities 
Colchester Boy Scout Troops 13, 72 and 109 

and Cub Scout Packs 13 and 109 will work with 
the American Legion and VFW to replace all 
the American Flags on veterans’ graves on Sat-
urday, May 27. This will entail visiting all 11 
Colchester cemeteries and installing new flags. 

Should a veteran’s grave be missed, write to 
the Legion or VFW at P.O. Box 54, Colchester, 
CT 06415, and provide the name of the veteran, 
the cemetery and the location of the gravesite.

Also, all scouting units in Colchester will 
march in the Memorial Day Parade on May 28. 
Scouts urge all Colchester residents to either 
march in the parade with their group, social 
club or sports team or attend the parade. 

Local Realtors Support Fire Department

Local real estate brokerage Carl Guild & Associates recently sponsored a fire depart-
ment cadet from the Colchester Hayward Fire Department to attend the Introduction 
to the Fire Service Summer Camp. Pictured from left, with realtor Barbara Royea, 
are cadets Garrett Geleney, John Marks, Nick June, Gina Didato and Zerrin Ratzer.

Carl Guild & Associates, a real estate broker-
age in Colchester, recently sponsored a fire de-
partment cadet from the Colchester Hayward 
Fire Department to attend the Introduction to 
the Fire Service Summer Camp. 

The Introduction to the Fire Service Sum-
mer Camp is a program that offers a curriculum 
designed to enhance the skills and knowledge 
of cadets interested in pursuing a career in fire-
fighting. This summer camp provides partici-
pants with training, leadership development 
and hands-on experience in various firefighting 
techniques and emergency response scenarios.

Carl Guild & Associates has donated the nec-
essary funds to cover the expenses associated 
with sending a cadet to attend the Introduction 
to the Fire Service Summer Camp. This spon-
sorship will enable the cadet to gain knowledge, 
cultivate skills, and form connections with sea-
soned professionals in the firefighting industry.

Debi Czarkowski Marvin, cadet advisor of 
the Colchester Hayward Fire Department, ex-

pressed her gratitude for the sponsorship, stat-
ing, “These cadets are the Colchester Fire De-
partment’s next generation of volunteers, and 
we need to educate and support them in any 
way we can.” 

Carl Guild, owner of Carl Guild & Associates, 
said, “We are immensely grateful for the sup-
port our brokerage receives from the citizens of 
Colchester, which allows Carl Guild & Associ-
ates to give back to the community in meaning-
ful ways. Sponsoring a fire department cadet is 
just one of the ways we demonstrate our com-
mitment to supporting local organizations.”

This year, the Colchester Hayward Fire De-
partment will be sending five cadets to the sum-
mer camp, showcasing their commitment to 
developing a skilled and dedicated firefighting 
force. To learn more about the program or if 
you’re a business that wants to sponsor a cadet, 
please contact the Colchester Fire Department 
at 860-537-2512.

Dean’s List
Hannah Aldridge Kellaher of Colchester 

made the winter 2023 Dean’s List at Southern 
New Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.

President’s List
Elizabeth Cross of Colchester made the 

winter 2023 President’s List at Southern New 
Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308
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PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offer or on body shop repairs.

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

iar

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 6/1/2023.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Upcoming Land Trust Events
The Colchester Land Trust has announced 

the following upcoming events:
Forest-Bathing in the Salmon River State 

Forest: On CT Trails Day, Sunday, June 4, at 10 
a.m., at the Air Line Trail (hairpin parking lot) 
on Bull Hill Road. CLT board member Andrea 
Stannard will lead this moderately slow-paced 
three-mile, adults-only hike. The hike involves 
the engagement of all senses, with stopping 
points along the way for re-centering and ob-
servation. Call Stannard for directions at 860-
912-0144.

Fairy Solstice Event at the Bulkeley Hill Pre-

serve: Sunday, June 25; time to be announced. 
CLT board member Liza Sivek leads this all-
ages day of walking along the trail, seeking fairy 
houses and creating forest-friendly fairy homes 
from found natural materials. Includes a make-
and-take fairy house craft. 

14-Mile Goodwin Trail: Sunday, July 9, at 10 
a.m. Cost is $5 for non-members. Meet at the 
beginning and get a ride back at the end. CLT 
Board member Lisa Hageman will lead this long 
hike on the local Goodwin Trail for intermedi-
ate to experienced hikers. Visit www.colchester-
landtrust.org for updates/cancellations.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.
gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-center. 

Monday, May 29: The center is closed for the 
Memorial Day holiday.

Tuesday, May 30: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 11 a.m., Memorial Day Pic-
nic; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, May 31: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit; 10:15 a.m., Across the Ages; 1 p.m., 
Inspired by Art (Aging Unbound).

Thursday, June 1: 9 a.m., Exercise with Anne; 
10 a.m., Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Chair 
Massage; noon-3:30 p.m., Senior Benefits Coun-
seling with Ellen; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., 
Knit & Crochet. 

Friday, June 2: 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., 
Choral Group; no Yoga today; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Cows On Parade: Create the cows from June 
1-23, and there will be the parade June 26-30. 
Join the parade by picking up a cardboard cow 
starting June 1. Decorate the cow any way you 
wish (pencil, crayon, paint, collage, yarn, mosaic, 
etc.), and return it to the senior center by June 
23 to be displayed. Members will vote on their 
favorite cow and the winner will receive a prize.

Summer Safety for Dementia Care: Tuesday, 
June 6, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Safety concerns for a 
person living with dementia may change as the 
disease progresses. Hartford Healthcare’s Center 
for Healthy Aging will present a discussion on 
safety considerations to plan for and to help you 
be better prepared. This is a free program, but 
registration is required. 

New Sewing Circle: Wednesday, June 7, 10 
a.m.-noon. You can complete a quilted potholder 
or feel free to attend with your own project. This 
will be a chance to meet like-minded stitchers. 
At this first meeting we will open it up to your 
ideas and thoughts as we move forward with this 
program. Registration is required as space and 
sewing machines are limited. 

Ice Cream Truck: Friday, June 9, 12:30-1:30 
p.m. National Health Care will bring an old-
fashioned ice cream truck to the senior center. 
Walk up and select your favorite from several fla-
vors of frozen treats, then head indoors to enjoy 
your treat. This is a free event for senior center 
members only; registration is required. Sign up 
by June 6. 

Party Like It’s 1993 & 2013: Friday, June 16, 
11 a.m. Ginny Stephenson and Patty Watts are 
both celebrating milestone work anniversaries, 
so all are invited to celebrate their dedication and 
commitment to the center. Refreshments will be 
served, and there will be a decades trivia game. 
Registration is required for this free program. 

Father’s Day Breakfast: Friday, June 10, 9 
a.m., sponsored by Apple Rehab. You don’t 
have to be a dad to enjoy this free breakfast of 
your choice of egg and cheese or bacon, egg and 
cheese breakfast sandwich served with yogurt, 
fruit cup, coffee and orange juice served at the 
senior center. This is a free event for senior cen-
ter members only; registration is required, and 
space is limited. Register by June 5.

 “Fintastic” Father’s Day Luncheon: Wednes-
day, June 21, 10:45 a.m. Celebrate all the impor-
tant men in your life, both past and present, with 
a fishing-themed luncheon. Wear a silly tie or 
hat. Enjoy a barbecue chicken lunch with baked 
beans, coleslaw, and strawberry shortcake. Mu-
sical entertainment will be provided by the hi-
larious Elderly Brothers. Register by June 14 or 
until full. Cost is $9 per person.

Fish & Game
Club Steak Night

Colchester Fish & Game Club will have 
a Steak Night, featuring live music by Vic, 
on Friday, June 2, at 7 p.m., on Old Amston 
Road (near the town transfer station). Cost 
is $20 per ticket; tickets will be available at 
the club bar.

Ahavath Achim News

Catholic Scout Award Recipients!... On April 23, several Catholic scouts in Boy Scout 
Troop 13 received Catholic Scout Emblems presented to them by Bishop Michael R. 
Cote (seated) at the Catholic Scouting Award Ceremony held at the Cathedral of St. 
Patrick in Norwich. Catholic scouts are recognized each spring upon completion 
of a religious program designed for the scout’s rank or age. Pictured with Cote are 
members of Troop 13: Nicholas Peck (who received his Light of Christ and Parvuli 
Dei Emblems), Timothy John Crowell and John Dalton (who received their Ad Altare 
Dei Emblems), John Paul Peck (who received his Pope Pius XII Emblem and Pillars 
of Faith pin – for achieving all four religious emblems) and the Rev. Martin Noe. Not 
pictured is Garett Schuth (who received his Ad Altare Dei Emblem).

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 
Ave., has announced the following schedule: 

Tuesday: Aggadath class, 6 p.m.; Talmud, 6:30 
p.m.; 8 p.m., Kabbalah.

Wednesday: Hebrew, 2:30 p.m.; Jewish Lit-
eracy, 3 p.m.; Jewish Ethics, 3:30 p.m.

Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., Zoom and in-
person with cantor Tami Cherdack Sherman; 
Shabbat morning service, 10 a.m., hybrid in-
person and via Zoom.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 

Alter’s Facebook page. Also on the page: “Ask 
the Rabbi” and the Positive Affirmation of the 
Day.

Upcoming Events: Friday, June 9: Friday 
Night Service with Cantor Tami Cherdack Sher-
man at 6:30 p.m., followed by birthday dinner 
for Rabbi Ken Alter. RSVP by June 5. 

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, noon-2 p.m.
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 6/30/23

Evergreen Acres
Tree Farm & Nursery
Visit our farm for a large selection of

Landscape Evergreens and Flowering Shrubs & Trees 

Also, Hand-Carved Painted Decorative Decoys

Green Giant Arborvitae, Rhododendron, Azalea, Juniper, 
Holly, Colorado Blue Spruce, Fir, Birch and more…

“Quality Evergreens at Farm Prices” 

464 Windham Ave., Colchester
OPEN FRI., SAT. & SUN. 9-5
www.EvergreenAcresCT.com

860-463-4014

SPECIAL!
“Miss Kim” Lilac

2 to 3 ft $34.95
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Vermeer SC130 for smaller stumps
Only $145 per day

Vermeer SC252 all hydraulic 
machine for any stump

Only $250 per day

6” Woodchipper Rental
Only $200 per day

12” Woodchipper Rental
Only $315 per day
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120 Linwood Ave. (Rte. 16), Colchester, CT 06415
860-537-4256 • 800-545-GANO

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm
www.ctreNtme.cOm

Easy to use, and get 
rid of those unsightly 

stumps in a day!

Still Working On Your 
Spring Clean Up???

We Rent 
Stumpgrinders!

Before

After

After Heated Meeting, Budget Sent to Voters 
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Selectmen last week 
unanimously advanced both of the proposed 
2023-24 town and school budgets; the spend-
ing packages will now go to town meeting and 
referendum.

The school board’s budget is slated at $43.68 
million — a $1.65 million, or 3.9%, increase over 
the current year. Municipal spending is billed at 
$15.63 million — around $10,000 more than 
current year spending. The mill rate would be 
27.22, a .4 increase.

The town meeting is set for May 31, with the 
referendum scheduled for June 13.

During the meeting, the selectmen agreed 
to move the location of the town meeting from 
Town Hall to William J. Johnson Middle School 
on Norwich Avenue, which would be able to ac-
commodate the anticipated large crowd.

While the board voted in unanimity, it re-
mained divided on the budget process itself 
and the role of the community during the Town 
meeting.

The discussion during the nearly four-hour 
meeting was often contentious. Several items 
on the agenda were debated thoroughly —more 
will be covered in next week’s Rivereast — but 
the culmination was the board’s budget delibera-
tions.

Several board members read prepared state-
ments expressing their viewpoints.

Democrat Rosemary Coyle described the 
budget season as “disjointed,” stating that the 
standard reports showing year-over-year line-
item changes were absent this year, making it 
difficult for the public to grasp to nature of the 
proposed spending plans.

“This has been the most confusing budget 
process that I have ever witnessed,” she said.

Perhaps most notably, Coyle indicated that 
both budget proposals were too low.

With school spending, she said the $1.5 mil-
lion reduction from the Board of Education’s 
original request, imposed by the finance board, 
would result in significant program cuts.

“As a Board of Selectmen member, I believe 

that people should have the right to vote on a 
fair, clearly presented budget — not one stripped 
to the bare bones,” she said.

She continued by stating that the town meet-
ing was an opportunity for residents to voice 
their concerns. The options available to the pub-
lic during the meeting, she said, were to send the 
budgets to referendum, reduce the budgets fur-
ther, or the reject the budget.

Coyle expressed that she would be advocating 
for changing both budgets, in search for more 
funding.

“This is about saving our town and the educa-
tion system.”

Fellow Democrat Denise Turner, in her own 
statement, echoed Coyle’s sentiment that the 
budgets were too low and that the town meeting 
was a chance for residents to push back.

“I think both of these budgets should be 
moved on to a town meeting so the citizens can 
again voice their concerns and either vote to ac-
cept them and send them on to a referendum, or 
vote to reject them and send them back to the 
board,” she said.

However, there was disagreement between the 
board members as to whether the budgets could 
actually be rejected at the town meeting. 

First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos stated that 
by approving the motion on the floor, the board 
was setting both the town meeting and referen-
dum dates. 

The Colchester Town Charter states that at the 
town meeting, voters may “reduce, but not in-
crease” the municipal or school budget upon the 
passage of a “proper motion.”

If the amount differs by more than 1% from 
the original request, the town meeting would be 
continued to a second meeting, at which “proper 
motions” would again be made. 

The town meeting is “automatically contin-
ued” to the referendum. 

Bisbikos pushed back on the interpretation 
that the budgets could be turned away from the 
subsequent referendum. In general, he disagreed 
that there had been a lack of transparency with 
the town budget, which the finance board unan-

imously pushed forward.
“It must be a political year; it must be an elec-

tion year,” he said, referencing the rhetoric of the 
meeting.

With the school budget, Bisbikos said, “Could 
things have been done better with the Board of 
Education and the Board of finance? Of course.”

He continued by stating that boards should 
not try to influence a budget from moving for-
ward simply because they disagree with the 
numbers.

“Then what’s the point of having a Board of 
Finance? This is a terrible precedent.”

Instead, he argued for following the charter, 
or at least his interpretation of the charter.

“We should follow the process.”
Republican Jason LaChapelle expressed that 

some of the concerns being raised about the 
budgets were unwarranted. 

One specific issue, which numerous citizens 
have spoken about, is whether the reduction 
made to the school budget request was a $1.3 
million or $1.5 million slash.

Board of Finance chairman Andrea Migliac-
cio has consistently stated that she proposed, 
and then adopted, a $1.3 million reduction. 
School business director Rachel Linkkila, how-
ever, determined that the finance board was ef-
fectively asking for a $1.57 million reduction.

 Accordingly, Board of Education adopted a 
series of cuts totaling $1.5 million to absorb the 
bottom-line reduction to their spending plan. 

The board delayed the implementation of 
the new school security initiatives — saving 
$168,432.

Other significant reductions included the 
elimination of World Language for grade 7, 
eliminating a business teacher at Bacon Acad-
emy, implementing a pay-to-play fee of $180 a 
year for instrumental music instruction at JJIS 
and WJJMS, increasing preschool tuition and 
transitioning to a half-day pre-K program.

LaChapelle stated that Migliaccio produced 
documents weeks ago outlining exactly how she 
arrived at a $1.3 million figure — confusion on 
this topic, he said, was “political hogwash.”

Regarding the function of a town meeting, 
LaChapelle’s understanding was that residents 
could only reduce the bottom-line numbers. 
Still, the selectmen, during their meeting, had to 
power not to send the budgets to a Town meet-
ing.

Last year, LaChapelle, and other members, 
did just that — voted against the spending plan. 
He indicated that choice was justified because he 
believed a specific line-item in the budget was 
fraudulent. This year, though, the selectmen 
have failed to raise similar red flags.

“I think there’s got to be a legitimate concern 
and questions about budgets to not send them 
to referendum, like I had last year,” he said. “No-
body’s made that claim.”

In an attempt to address one concern, Bisbikos 

stated that the finance department might be able 
to produce a full budget book, which would like-
ly contain the in-depth breakdown requested by 
Coyle, by the day of the town meeting.

“That’s a great time to get it with no chance to 
look at it ahead of time,” Coyle quipped.

In response, Bisbikos said the finance depart-
ment has been “short staffed and under the gun.” 
Certain elected officials, he expressed, have tar-
geted that department, “applying unnecessary 
pressure,” which he said was “absolutely disgust-
ing.”

After the budget motion was approved, the 
meeting dissolved quickly.

Bisbikos, again reiterating his stance on the 
town meeting and town charter, indicated that 
“there’s no brining [the budget] back.”

Coyle disagreed.
“It’s a town meeting, people get to vote,” she 

said. “It’s not a dictatorship — this is a democ-
racy in Colchester.”

Following this comment, Bisbikos made a ref-
erence to Stephen Coyle, chair of Colchester’s 
Sewer and Water Commission, and Rosemary 
Coyle’s husband.

LaChapelle then attempted to steer the con-
versation back to the town meeting debate, 
which he acknowledged he didn’t have a certain 
answer for. However, before that issue could be 
settled, Bisbikos again referenced Stephen Coyle 
and claims about the commission.

Coyle expressed, “Grow up and act like a first 
selectman.”

Simultaneously, Turner made a motion to ad-
journ, which Coyle then seconded, ending the 
meeting. 

Bisbikos remarked, “We’ll let them go, but 
some people should be embarrassed.”

Coyle responded, “Yes, Andreas, you should.”
Bisbikos stated, “You and your husband.”
The meeting ended before a clear resolution 

on the town meeting function was determined 
and before citizens had an opportunity to ad-
dress the board.

Resident Presents
at Fashion Show

Liah Brown of Colchester was a designer who 
presented original work at the RUNWAY un-
dergraduate fashion show recently held at Lasell 
University in Newton, Mass.

Library Friends
Seek Donations

The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library group 
is accepting donations for its June Book Sale. 

All are asked to donate their books, movies, 
music, games and puzzles at the Cragin Memo-
rial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., during May.  People 
are asked to donate complete games and puzzles. 

The book sale will run from June 2-7. 

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• GMG Pellet Fired Barbeque Grills
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Wood Pellets & BioBricks

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

30% Federal 
Tax Credit 
(MUST QUALIFY)

Discounts for 
cash & carry 

appliance sales

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994
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 Go when it is less crowded
 and the weather is cooler.
 Try off season in Europe.
 Visit our National Parks.
 Explore a city.

Call Hebron Travel and let’s get you there.

Travel in the Fall –
Start planning now!

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest up to $1000 to assist in repairs

and staging your home for sale. Some restrictions apply.
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4 BED BRICK COLONIAL

132 West Rd. Massive 3 car 
garage, 4 beds, 2.5 baths H/W, 
tile, open floor plan. 2 hours 
to NY and Boston, close to 
amenities. 

COLCHESTER	 	$624,900

For a private showing call/text
Nick Long 860-334-2368

REDUCED!

TURN KEY READY TO GO!

797 Middletown Rd. 3 Bed, 
1.5 bath raised ranch with newer 
roof, updated baths, hardwood 
floors, 2 car garage and partially 
finished lower level all on over 

COLCHESTER	 $294,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

3.5 acres. Coast to Route 149, Route 2 and 
Route 16. Don’t wait on this one!

LARGEST HOME AVAILABLE IN SALEM

FULLY REMODELED FARMHOUSE

59 Salem Ridge Dr. Merging 
family or need a larger home on a 
quiet culdesac with solar in place 
offering handicap features, newer 
mechanicals & roof with huge heated 

4 Silver Falls Rd. Come tour this pristine, 
fully remodeled, vintage farmhouse in 
central location featuring new windows, 
HVAC, updated, plumbing, and electric. 
Enjoy the quiet surroundings from the 

SALEM	 $379,900

EAST	LYME	 $469,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

For more info, call Paul Gayeski at
860-537-5400

enclosed rear porch – you’ve found it. Over 3100 
sq ft 4-6 bed Colonial. Come see this home soon!

enclosed wraparound porch. Not a cookie-cutter home, 
but one of a kind – priced to sell.

UNDERUNDER
DEPOSITDEPOSIT UNDERUNDER

DEPOSITDEPOSIT

RE5-26-23

860-603-2474

INVITATION TO BID
RHAM HIGH SCHOOL

ATHELTIC FIELDS IMPROVEMENTS
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

MAY 26, 2023
Regional School District 8 (“Reg. 8”) Board of Education is 
seeking competitive bids for construction services related to the 
Improvements to the 316 North Field and the Competition 
Field, located at RHAM High School/Middle School Campus 
in Hebron, CT.
Scope of work for this project generally includes surveying, 
general earthwork, erosion control, site preparation, drainage 
improvements and establishment of lawn, as more fully described 
herein and in the plans and specifications.
This Invitation to Bid, Instructions to Bidders, and other Bidding 
Documents (as defined in the Instruction to Bidders) are available 
for viewing and downloading on Reg. 8’s website https://reg8.
ss19.sharpschool.com/departments/business_office/r_f_p__bids 
and the Rivereast Newspaper. The plans and specifications for 
“RHAM HIGH SCHOOL ATHELTIC FIELDS IMPROVEMENTS,” 
will be available to bidders through Advanced Reprographics from 
https://advancedrepro.net on May 26, 2023.
Sealed Bids for “RHAM HIGH SCHOOL ATHELTIC FIELDS 
IMPROVEMENTS” may be mailed or delivered in person to: 
Eva Gallupe, Business Manager, in the Central Office for Reg.. 
8 at 85 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248 until 2:00 pm on June 23, 
2023. All bids will be publically opened and will be read aloud. Bid 
Results will also be posted on the on-line plan service website 
for review within 24 hours of due date. Emailed or faxed Bids 
will not be accepted. To obtain or review Bids refer to the bidding 
instructions.
Reg. 8 reserves the right to reject any or all Bids, in whole or 
in part. Any or all Bids may be rejected if there is any reason 
to believe that collusion exists among the bidders.
Individual Bids may be rejected for irregularities of any 
kind, including without limitations, alteration of form, addi-
tions not called for, conditional Bids, incomplete Bids and 
unexplained erasures. Reg. 8 retains the right to waive any 
formality or procedural irregularities in the Bids received. 
Nothing should be constructed to limit in anyway the right 
of Reg. 8 to reject any and all Bids, should Reg. 8 deem it to 
be in its best interest. No bidder may withdraw his Bid within 
sixty (60) days after the actual date of the opening thereof.
Any questions regarding the proposed work should be addressed, 
in writing, by e-mail to Michael Schlehofer, Director of Facilities 
at michael.schlehofer@rhamschools.org. Questions will not be 
considered past 2:00 pm on June 9, 2023 and responses will be 
posted via addendum no later than 2:00 pm on June 15, 2023.

Eva Gallupe
Business Manager

Regional School District 8
85 Wall Street Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 228-2115
eva.gallupe@rhamschools.org
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Water Pollution Control Authority

Town of East Hampton
June 6, 2023

The Water Pollution Control Authority of the Town of East 
Hampton, Connecticut, will hold a public hearing pursuant to 
Chapter 102 of the Connecticut General Statues at the Town 
of Colchester – Town of East Hampton Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, in East Hampton, Connecticut, 
on the 6th of June 2023, at 6:30 P.M. to consider whether or 
not the Town should adopt the proposed 2023-24 water budget 
and recommended water rates for the customers of the Village 
Center and Royal Oaks systems, copies of which are available 
at the Town Clerks office, 20 East High Street, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. 
Affected property owners, electors and citizens qualified to vote 
in town meetings of the Town of East Hampton, Connecticut, are 
invited to attend and participate in such public hearing.  
Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut, this 2nd day of May, 2023.
East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority
By Scott Clayton
Its Public Utilities Administrator
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Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Weekly Schedule: Bible Study for Men: Mon-
days at 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.; Bible 

Study for women: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.; Com-
munity Bible Study and Prayer: Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m.; Fridays: Donuts with Don at 10 a.m. 
-- this is an open discussion on how God fits in 
your life. 

Vacation Bible School: Monday-Wednesday, 
July 24-26, from 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s theme 
is “Army of God.” Contact the church for more 
information. 

Scouts Take a Hike… Some of the Scouts from Troop 72 of Colchester had a great 
time hiking Bear Mountain in Salisbury last month. Bear Mountain is the highest 
mountain in the state whose summit is entirely in Connecticut. The troop missed the 
day’s rain; however, the temperatures were in the 40s,  with gusty winds that made 
standing on the summit monument difficult at times. Pictured in front are Bryce Berta, 
Logan Cleary and Ben Salemi, and in the back row are Alex Laspino and Zack Jodoin.

Land Recording
Fraud Alert

The town clerk’s office offers a service de-
signed to help people protect their home 
from fraudulent recordings. 

This program allows users to sign up and 
receive email alerts whenever a document 
is recorded in Colchester under their name, 
such as a deed, mortgage or lien. To access 
this option, go to colchesterct.gov, click on 
Town Clerk and then Important Links, or go 
directly to searchiqs.com/fraudalert. 

For more information, call 860-537-7215.

Book and Bake Sale Returns

School Readiness Program
Colchester’s School Readiness Program is of-

fering grant-subsidized preschool for the 2023-
24 school year. Spaces are limited. Parent fees 
are based upon a sliding scale. 

There are three options available, includ-
ing part-day at Colchester Elementary School, 
school-day at Castle and full-day at Town & 
Country Early Learning Center. 

Colchester residents who want a five-day-a-
week program and may find it difficult to pay for 
preschool are invited to apply. For the applica-
tion and more information, go to ColchesterC3.
org/school-readiness.

The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will 
hold the Book and Bake Sale at Cragin Memo-
rial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. All are invited.

The sale begins Friday, June 2, from 4-7 p.m., 
with a pre-sale admission of $5. The sale contin-
ues with no admission charge on Saturday, June 
3, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, June 4, from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m.; and June 5-7 during regular library 
hours. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday are 
the $5 special days; fill a box or bag for $5.

The sale will feature books, music, movies, 
puzzles and games. Baked goods will be indi-
vidually wrapped for safety. All proceeds benefit 
programs funded by the Friends. These pro-
grams include, but are not limited to, museum 
passes, adult programs, children’ programs, 
summer reading programs, and other materials 
to benefit patrons of the library.

Guardian Angels Parish 
Offering Italy Trip

Guardian Angels Parish – which encom-
passes St. Andrew Church in Colchester and St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Lebanon – is mak-
ing a pilgrimage to Italy from Oct. 30-Nov. 9.

The Rev. Richard Breton will lead pilgrims 
through Florence, Assisi, Sorrento, Amalfi 
Coast, Pompeii and Monte Cassino, ending in 
Rome. The trip will include an audience with 
Pope Francis.

Cost is $3,479, and the trip departs from New 
York.  All admissions, fees and hotel services are 
included.

For more information, contact Angela 
Corentin at 860-402-8316 or acorentin1219@
gmail.com.
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Checking Out the Caverns… BethAnn and Michael Voiland of Colchester are shown 
at Carlsbad Caverns National Park in New Mexico, the furthest point in a four-week, 
5,000-mile road trip.

Down in the Dominican… Sharon and Glenn Genzlinger of Hebron traveled to the 
Dominican Republic for spring break with their son’s family. Luckily, the hotel news-
stand carried the latest Rivereast News Bulletin!

Incredible Indonesia… Stephen and Alexia Lichenstein of East Hampton recently 
returned from a trip to Misool in Raja Ampat, Indonesia, where they did a ton of 
snorkeling and diving! They said the marine biodiversity and coral reefs were truly 
amazing and unlike anything they’ve seen before.

Animal Kingdom…. Faith Fraulino of Portland and her grandson Brady took along 
the Rivereast to Animal Kingdom at Disney World in Orlando, Fla., recently.
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Save the EHHS Library
To the Editor:

Libraries are critical to a town’s important duty to pre-
pare students for college and professional success, as well 
as enriching quality of life for residents. The proposed 
East Hampton budgets imperil our commitment to an 
informed community and our ability to educate our chil-
dren.

From safeguarding East Hampton to supporting the 
ambulance service, there are many reasons why Belltown 
residents need to “Vote No, Too Low” on May 30. Here’s 
one that hasn’t been discussed enough: the high school 
library is in danger of severe reductions in access and 
expertise.

If the proposed budget passes, a beloved English 
teacher would be laid off, leaving the department inad-
equately staffed. The high school would then transfer the 
library media specialist (LMS) to teach several English 
classes daily. As a result, the library would be closed to 
students for most of the day.

Such a decision would negatively impact accredita-
tion, deprive students of chances to develop necessary 
research skills, and waste the significant investment East 
Hampton has made to build a first-class Library Media 
Center.

Moreover, the change would devastate students and 
teachers who rely on the LMS for instruction. This year, 
the LMS has co-taught 200 periods of collaborative les-
sons with classroom teachers. She is a leader in technolo-
gy integration, provides differentiated instruction to suit 
student needs, and dozens more functions that would be 
rendered moot.

Also, one of the community’s main combatants against 
censorship and misinformation would be seriously com-
promised. East Hampton has already seen efforts to cen-
sor classroom libraries and collections. We cannot let our 
guard down.

Please vote ‘no’ and help save one of the high school’s 
greatest assets, not just to ensure access the LMC, but to 
preserve incomparable knowledge and the future success 
of East Hampton students.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton

Many Thanks to the Rivereast
To the Editor:

Rivereast has been reminding readers each week now 
for over a month that an important clean energy event is 
happening about a week from now. While the Rivereast 
ride can be raucous, public service is always front and 
center, and I thank the editor and staff for their efforts.

The fifth annual East Hampton Electric Car Show 
is Saturday, June 3 (rain date June 4) at East Hampton 
High School at 15 North Maple St. from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. It 
seems energy costs and availability, and climate calamity, 
are in the news almost daily. While there has been some 
welcome relief recently in gasoline prices and the same 
expected soon for electricity prices, the energy and cli-
mate future is usually disquieting. At the same time, the 
message about going electric for personal and business 
transportation is gaining momentum and is more up-
beat. As an EV owner, I’m often stopped and asked about 
what it is like to own one. What’s it like “tanking up”? 
Do I worry about “finding fuel”? How do costs compare?

Well, EV and hybrid owners and several dealerships 
will all be gathered in one place to answer your questions 
and show you options. This is the perfect opportunity 
to learn about vehicle charging, vehicle range, servic-
ing, costs and savings. Electric bicycles will be there too. 
You can also speak with clean energy companies and get 
information on other ways to save energy and money. 
There will be ice cream and music. Snacks and drinks 

Thank You, Postal Workers
To the Editor:

Once again, it is time to thank the Portland Postal 
Workers for their efforts in the annual food drive that 
helps replenish the Portland Food Bank, with a special 
“thanks” to Paul Carey who coordinated the entire effort. 
In addition to their daily route, they are responsible for 
picking up all the donated food from the community.

This year, as usual, the residents of Portland made it a 
very successful drive with their very generous donations.

I would also like to thank the volunteers that helped 
carry in, label and put away all the food that was donated, 
which was no easy task. It encompassed the better part of 
the day on Saturday. All this to benefit those in need for 
which we are entirely grateful.

Sincerely
Ruth Maio, Director Portland Food Bank

Project Grad Thanks
To the Editor:

East Hampton High School Project Graduation would 
like to thank the volunteers, businesses and community 
who donated their time, energy and items to help make 
this fundraiser a success! A huge thank you goes to East 
Hampton Global Self Storage (267 W. High St.) who do-
nated a storage unit, Carl Guild & Associates for provid-
ing a moving truck, and Badger Plumbing for coming to 
the rescue with a truck to load the overflowing of dona-
tions. 

We would like to thank the EHHS Interact Club mem-
bers for helping to organize donations and load the mov-
ing truck, including Holly Pugo, Sam Pugo, Aiden Sul-
livan, Neha Sidana, Sonja Venetianer and Abbie Miller. 
Thank you to Forrest Belucci, Mary, Eden and Maren 
Milewski, Cyndi Buchan, Jim Vick, Jeff Urban, Kellie 
Santillo, Marissa Taylor, Candy Miller, Pam Gardiner, 
Patty Burnham and Linda Stanford (and others who have 
helped!) for your time and dedication. 

We would like to thank the community for providing 
your treasures and gently-used donations to support an 
alcohol-free and drug-free graduation event for our high 
school seniors.

Thank you,
Tania Sones – East Hampton

On behalf of EHHS Project Graduation

A Response To Mike Buck
To the Editor:

I backed you when you wanted to run for BOE, I stood 
beside you to unmask your children, I defended you dur-
ing the election when you were attacked on social media, 
and I ultimately supported your recommendation to put 
security guards in every school.

Now that we disagree on the budget, you unfairly slan-
der me and attempt to intimidate anyone who disagrees 
with you while claiming I am the bully! In fact, you so 
bullied BOE chairman that he ultimately resigned before 
his term barely began.

Thankfully, the residents of East Hampton know me 
by my many years of service to this town and my com-
mitment to them. I hope they will not be swayed by the 
“noise” of a few new BOE members with little experience. 
I believe in responsible fiscal spending. I will not resign.

Thank you to the Board of Education members who 
have not adopted this line of assault. I respect your pro-
fessionalism, even if we agree to disagree, as adults often 
do.

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Philhower, Chairman

East Hampton Town Council

Shameful
To the Editor:

As a resident of East Hampton for over 50 years, I have 
witnessed elected officials in both party’s debate and ar-
gue, agree and disagree, and stand for their convictions.

However, we still attend the same gatherings, as well 
as celebrate and mourn together. In the end, we put poli-
tics aside and come together as neighbors and friends, 
showing humanity towards one another.

The residents of East Hampton deserve representa-
tives who can do that!

Sadly, that is not happening now. The personal attacks 
against fellow civic volunteers are shameful. 

The definition of civic responsibility is: “active partici-
pation in the public life of a community in an informed, 
committed, and constructive manner.”

Respectfully submitted,
Melody Philhower – East Hampton

Budget Thoughts
Dear Colchester Residents:

The education budget is on many people’s minds this 
week as we head for a Town Meeting on May 31 to poten-
tially send Colchesters’ budgets to referendum.

This year’s education budget process has been espe-
cially challenging because of two seemingly contradicto-
ry things: both big increases and big cuts are on the table. 
These include harsh impacts to kindergarten, band, busi-
ness, and world language. I think it’s important to un-
derstand the challenge facing the school district, Board 
of Education, Board of Finance, and taxpayers with this 
budget.

The single biggest driving factor for this year’s increase 
is not salaries or expiring grants. The biggest driver is a 
historic increase in out-of-district special education costs 
– totaling around $2 million in new expenses. These are 
funds that the town is obligated to pay but which do not 
go toward the cost of general education in Colchester, 
including our in-district population of special educa-
tion students. Students who benefit from out-of-district 
placements are not to blame, but this is a financial reality 
Colchester needs to grapple with this year.

In budget meetings, I asked many questions about this 
situation as a citizen. Through this, we’ve learned that 
over a million dollars in these out-of-district placements 
will age out in the next couple years. I believe BOF should 
have done more to address this by using the unassigned 
fund balance to offset a portion of these temporary ex-
penses. This could have saved at least some positions on 
the chopping block without greater impact to taxpayers.

My own feelings aside, I strongly encourage residents 
to attend next week’s Town Meeting. It is an important 
civic responsibility and a chance for all of us to speak and 
participate directly.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler – Colchester

Candidate for First Selectman

Not Properly Concluded
To the Editor:

The Colchester Board of Selectmen meeting on May 
18 not only concluded in acrimony, it wasn’t properly 
concluded at all. A motion to adjourn was put forth by 
Denise Turner, who did not have the floor. It was sec-
onded by Rosemary Coyle without receiving general 
consent, and it was never voted on because Rosemary (a 
BOS member but not the chair) exclaimed out of order 
that the meeting was adjourned. First Selectman An-
dreas Bisbikos just tiredly acquiesced to Rosemary’s im-
pertinence, leaving the remaining agenda item, Citizens 
Comments, unaddressed to the dismay of the attendees.

Prior to the specious conclusion, discussion occurred 
surrounding the forthcoming annual budget meeting 
(ABM), during which Rosemary declared that citizens 
can vote down either the BOS or Board of Education 
budget and send them back to the Boards to be modi-
fied. That actually occurs as a result of the annual budget 
referendum, not the ABM. Andreas attempted to correct 
Rosemary, reading directly from § C-1105a of the Col-
chester town charter, but she cut him off, exclaiming that 
this is a democracy, not a dictatorship, and the citizens 
get to vote on the budgets (yes, at referendum, as An-
dreas identified).

At the ABM on May 31, town voters have the oppor-
tunity to review the full budgets with comparisons to the 
current year and pose questions to representatives pres-
ent from the boards. After electing a meeting moderator, 
they will vote on any proper motions consistent with § 
C-1105a, including motions to reduce either budget, or a 
motion to send the budgets as they were approved by the 

Apologies…
To the Editor:

Character is often defined not by what one does for 
themselves, but by what they do for others. No one is 
perfect and we all make mistakes. Adversity rarely builds 
character, but it does reveal it. Instead of simply admit-
ting that they were wrong, people like Mr. Brown choose 
to triple down, even denying statements that are re-
corded….twice. It truly is disappointing. Others choose 
to share their “moral dilemma” over the funding for 
pickle ball courts but not about hundreds of citizens who 
pleaded to them to do the right thing. Some even chose 
to relate the speeches of students who felt compelled to 
stand up for what is right to some kind of Vietnam-era 
war mind games. All shameful. 

I will apologize. I am sorry for ever associating myself 
with people who are too stubborn to admit when they are 
wrong. I am sorry that I ever stood alongside people who 
obviously ran for public office to help themselves and 
their friends versus listen to their community. I am sorry 
that I allowed my frustration for politics on a national 
stage to cloud my judgement of character on a local level. 
I know this is not the apology some were looking for, but 
these are the things I am sorry for. 

On the 30th, vote. Remember, the BOE presented a 
budget that was almost an exact copy of last year’s that in-
cluded this years costs with inflation. Instead of in-fight-
ing, Council and Finance should have communicated 
with the BOE better. If they are so smart and so tenured, 
where was the mentorship and the guidance? Where 
was the open communication? Where were the invites 
to conversations, phone calls, emails, etc? You wanted to 
lead, so lead. Stop imposing your will on everyone and 
actively listen to others. 

Michael Buck – East Hampton
Note: Buck is a member of the East Hampton Board of 

Education but said he is writing as an individual.

Celebrating Pride Month 
To the Editor:

Colchester’s Openness to Respecting Equity (CORE) 
Commission will celebrate Pride Month on June 11 by 
hosting a table at the 43rd Annual Tag Sale on the Green. 
Members of the CORE Commission and other Colches-
ter residents will be at the table to create connections, 
provide educational materials, and pass out stickers and 
balloons. 

Pride Month is an opportunity to celebrate LGBTQ 
culture and to honor those who fought and continue 
to fight for equal rights. The June date commemorates 
NYC’s Stonewall Uprising of 1969, a catalyst for gay 
rights activism.

The CORE Commission believes that community 
awareness and support make Colchester a better home 
for every resident. Please join us on the Green on June 11 
as we recognize Pride Month and build a stronger com-
munity.

Shawn Pelletier, Nancy Nelson and Susie Milner
Colchester

Come Out to Vote
To the Editor:

Make no mistake about it, the budget for the Board 
of Education for the Town of East Hampton is being in-
creased by $1.3 million over last year’s budget. This is the 
single highest increase to the BOE budget in the town’s 
history. Combined with the $1.2M increase in last year’s 
budget, plus the potential $600K shortfall that will need 
to be covered this year. the BOE budget will have in-
creased by $3.1M over two years. This equates to approx-
imately $1,700 per student. Your taxes in East Hampton 
will be going up again with this budget. 

It is imperative that the voters of East Hampton come 
out to vote at the Town Hall on Tuesday, May 30, to be 
heard.

Russell J. Bonaccorso Jr. – East Hampton

Thanks for Taking a Stand
To the Editor:

Thank you, East Hampton BOF and the Town Council 
for taking a stand when it comes to keeping the educa-
tion budget in check. The BOE every year asks for more 
money and yet 65% of my property taxes are spent on the 
school budget and there is no tangible return on invest-
ment. The good folks advocating increased BOE funding 
make numerous pleas based on emotion and innuendo 
(loss of teachers, increased class size, etc.) claiming “cuts” 
to the budget will do irreparable damage to EH, yet no 
one seems to have any facts or numbers. A recent letter 
from Mr. Philhower clearly pointed out that the “cuts” 
that residents decry, are not “cuts” at all, but rather reduc-
tions to a poorly substantiated increase in budget.

The CT Department of Education 2023 reports EH 
spends $19,146 per student, whereas the state average is 
$16,186, and the U.S. expends $12,383 per student. The 
pupil-to-teacher ratio in EH is 12.5 versus 16.8 nation-
wide. So how does the BOE justify demanding more 
money? We hear the same old story that more money for 
the schools “grows towns”. So if that is true, why has the 
East Hampton population declined by 8.74% since the 
2021 census?

I know that as a good citizen, I must contribute to 
the schools as part of living in EH. All I’m asking for is 
fiscal restraint. Unfortunately, speaking out against the 
schools in this age of being bullied, verbally abused and 
ostracized for voicing a contrary opinion poses a risk to 
our safety and mental health. I support a ‘yes’ vote on the 
proposed budget.

To the TC and BOF during this stressful time, thank 
you for looking at the big picture by keeping all of the EH 
residents in mind, not just the ones with children.

Bob Yenkner – East Hampton

What Do You Value Most?
To the Editor:

East Hampton has a decision to make on Tuesday, 
May 30. At the heart of the budget question is another, 
more basic question – what type of town do we want to 
live in?

Is East Hampton a town that values its people and 
wants to keep them safe? Do we value our children and 
want them to excel in an increasingly demanding world? 

Or is East Hampton a town that values only money? A 
town that puts cash over quality of life? 

I doubt any of us chose to live in this town for the tax 
rate. People come here – or choose to stay here – to build 
more than a bank account. We are here to build a life. 
And a good quality of life requires adequate police and 
ambulance coverage, a vibrant and active senior commu-
nity, and a competitive education for our children. The 
proposed budget doesn’t support these things.

On Tuesday, please remember why you chose East 
Hampton as your home – and Vote No, Too Low. 

Emily Cronin – East Hampton

Sports Addiction
To the Editor:

Every day Connecticut residents who read newspapers 
will encounter multiple pages and stories with pictures of 
students or adults competing in a variety of sports. Every 
day residents listening to the radio or watching television 
will hear summative reports on professional and high 
school athletic outcomes. Many residents will spend 
hours watching sports each week on ESPN or any other 
major broadcaster. We are saturated with sports.

Few Connecticut residents know that Farmington’s 
Irving A. Robbins Middle School finished 8th at the 
2023 National Science Bowl Middle School competi-
tion in Washington D.C. Or that East Lyme High School 
finished 12th at the high school nationals. How about 
Coginchaug High School of Durham, the top Connecti-
cut team going to the national Oceans Science Bowl. Or 
Greenwich Academy Middle School being the top Con-
necticut team at the Raytheon MATHCOUNTS nation-
als. Last week, Nonnewaug High School won the CT En-
virothon and will be sent to New Brunswick, Canada, to 
compete in the international NCF-Envirothon.

Of all those teams, their students and coaches, we 
have heard almost nothing. These are the brightest and 
most academically advanced students in our country. 

Let’s Fight for Our Services!
To the Editor:

For 70 years, the East Hampton Ambulance Associa-
tion has been selflessly helping our families, friends and 
neighbors.

Our first responders from the Ambulance Association 
have sacrificed countless hours, missed birthdays, holi-
days and family gatherings to spend them helping oth-
ers– to make a positive, lifesaving impact. They did so 
voluntarily, selflessly, never asking for anything in return.

And it is only seven decades later they had to ask for 
help to continue doing what they do best: provide high-
quality emergency service to the community that they 
have been a part of for 70 years. They have taken care 
of us through some of the hardest times, pandemic in-
cluded. Now it is time for us to take care of them!

This is a critical time for us to unite for what’s right 
and support the allocation of funds for the East Hamp-
ton Ambulance Association to ensure that we continue 
to have neighbors helping neighbors in times of need.

East Hampton residents, this is our time to join forces 
and fight for a budget that is supportive of our emergency 
services, our schools and the quality of life that we, as 
taxpayers, deserve.

Vote “No, Too Low” at the budget referendum Tues-
day, May 30, at Town Hall (1 Community Drive), 6 a.m.-
8 p.m. 

Ekaterine Tchelidze – East Hampton

benefit high school athletics.
Right up to the day of the show, electric vehicle own-

ers that want to be in the show can go to www.tinyurl.
com/ehcarshow and complete the free online registra-
tion. It’s that easy.

So come on out Saturday, June 3, and talk with cur-
rent owners, check out many different cars, learn more 
about what it’s like to drive electric. You won’t get a better 
opportunity!

Russ Kaplan, Chairman
East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force

BOS to referendum. Unless or after the annual budget 
meeting is continued in no less than two business days, 
it shall be automatically continued to the annual budget 
referendum, which is scheduled for June 13.

DeAva Lambert – Colchester

Memorial Day
To the Editor:

Memorial Day is a time to remember those who gave 
their lives fighting for our country. There are parades to 
demonstrate this publicly. I ask you to attend one if at all 
possible. If not, reach out to someone who served and 
thank him or her for their service. It would be best if you 
did both.

I was in a line in a store in Marlborough last week 
and saw a man come in wearing a Vietnam veteran hat. I 
walked over to talk with him. My brother-in-law served 
there in the Air Force as a forward air controller, a dan-
gerous role.

The gentleman I met in the store was in the Army, 
ground troops. Dangerous. Our talk was too short. I 
thanked him and learned a little about his experience. As 
with so many, he brought home one injury, to one eye.

The letter to the editor I wrote about Veterans Day last 
November spurred a friend I hadn’t seen in years to con-
tact me about his brother dying doing similar work to 
my brother-in-law in Vietnam. His brother was highly 
decorated before he even arrived in Vietnam. So sad he 
died days before departing, bravely protecting our sol-
diers on the ground.

Reach out and show respect for those who served. You 
may learn more of the lives from those you know as well 
as meet strangers. And you can show them that, no mat-
ter what you think about the war/conflict (the political 
cover name for a war) in which they served, you respect 
them for serving our country, for putting their lives on 
the line for freedom. It’s the least we can do.

Dave Porteous – Marlborough

We ignore their achievements. We treat them as third-
class citizens compared to athletes. Young people in this 
country grow up immersed in athletic promotion. If you 
want your picture in the paper then play a sport. Forget 
about joining the academic teams – if they even exist at 
your school.

Small wonder American students underperform aca-
demically compared to other countries. We blame the 
teachers but forget they operate in our culture of athletic 
addiction. The total budget provided the CT Interscho-
lastic Athletic Conference (CIAC), each town’s expendi-
tures for their athletic directors, coaches, uniforms, refs, 
field and facility costs, etc. is immense. Almost nothing 
is provided for the athletic competitors. There is no bal-
ance.

Edmund Smith – Andover

saw what motivated parents to vote in the last election 
cycle. You’ll see parents and engaged community mem-
bers motivated again this time, for other reasons. This 
education “advocate” (see what I did there?) will be vot-
ing No, Too Low on May 30. 

Keep paying attention, neighbors. More false rhetoric 
will undoubtedly continue to be peddled by these repre-
sentatives who have awoken the masses. See you on May 
30. 

ChristinaTammaro-Dzagan, East Hampton
Note: Tammaro-Dzagan is chair of the East Hampton 

Board of Education, but said she is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

$Letters cont. from page 9
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Obituaries 

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Obituary Policy
Obituaries must be submitted no later than 

noon Wednesday for inclusion in that week’s 
paper. There is a $75 charge for all obituaries.

RE5-7-21

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 6/30/23.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide

full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail. 

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

Waterford
Domenico Arico

(1941-2023)
Domenico Arico passed peacefully Friday, 

May 19, in Waterford. He is survived by his 
wife, Marie Pelletti Arico; four daughters, Di-
anne Arico Forster, Michele Arico, Jayne Joyce 
and Joanne Anderegg; one stepdaughter, Toni 
Means; brother, Anthony; and sister, Anna. As 
well as several grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

There are no calling hours.

Colchester
Richard Clyde Bedell

Richard Clyde Be-
dell, 72, of Colchester, 
passed away suddenly at 
his home Monday, May 
1. Born July 13, 1950, in 
Sanford, Maine, he was 
the son of the late Clyde 
Norman Bedell and Edith 
Marion (Steere) Bedell. 

Richard was a 1969 
graduate of Bacon High 
School in Colchester. 
Shortly after graduating high school, he enlisted 
in the United States Marines and served our 
nation during the Vietnam Era. He trained as 
a diesel mechanic in the Marines, a trade that 
stayed with him throughout his life. He worked 
for many years as the owner and operator of 
Richard’s Diesel Services. He was an avid fan of 
NASCAR and loved to relax at the beach in his 
spare time. 

He will be forever remembered as a hard-
working family man by his children, Richard 
M. Bedell and wife Janeene, William Bedell, 
Raymond Hutchson and wife Patti, Tammy 
Swinson and husband Davie and Lisa Williams 
and husband Joseph; sisters, Joyce Wilson and 
Gloria Fillon; grandchildren, Ashley, Macausey, 
Kaylan, Tiffany, Eli, Lacey Jomae, Davie Ray, 
Lil Joe, Kyle, Cody, Chelsey and Isaac; great-
grandchildren, Elena and Ellamarie; his cat, 
Abby; and numerous other extended family and 
friends. 

In addition to his parents he is predeceased 
by his wife, Eleanor Bedell; brother-in-law, Jerry 
Fillon; and grandson, Lucas Williams. 

The family asks that memorial donations be 
made to the ASPCA, at www.aspca.org.

Colchester
Bonnie Jean Johnson

Bonnie Jean Johnson, 
of Colchester, peacefully 
passed away Saturday, 
May 20, at the William W. 
Backus Hospital in Nor-
wich after battling multi-
ple illnesses. She spent the 
last days of her life here on 
earth surrounded by those 
who meant the most to 
her. She was 75 years old. 

Bonnie was born in 
Hartford on Feb. 7, 1948. She was a daughter 
of the late Edwin and Irene (Coates) Johnson. 
Bonnie was a hard worker and spent the majori-
ty of her career at Schuster’s Trucking Company 
in Colchester and Arrow Paper/U.S. Foods in 
Norwich.  In her free time, she enjoyed playing 
cards, especially setback.  She spent many Sun-
days cheering on the New England Patriots and 
betting on the football games.  She enjoyed be-
ing outdoors watering her rose bush and feed-
ing the birds.  She also loved the beach.  She had 
spent many of her younger days at Rocky Neck 
with her twin sister, Barbara, and her grand-
daughter, Stephanie. 

Most of all, she enjoyed spending time with 
her family. She was a devoted mother, grand-
mother, and great-grandmother. Her loss will 
be mourned by many, especially her daugh-
ter, Kim Johnson of Colchester; granddaugh-
ter, Stephanie Peruccio of Colchester; and her 
great-grandchildren, TJ McDermott (7) and Gi-
anna McDermott (6) of Colchester.  She was so 
proud to become a great-grandmother and was 
affectionally known as Nana or Nana-banana as 
the kids loved to call her. She loved her family 
with every ounce of her being.  She never failed 
to make you smile and laugh and was always 
there with open arms. 

She is survived by: a brother, Lee Johnson of 
Chaplain, a sister, Donna (Johnson) Selleck of 
Windham; and many extended family members 
and friends.  

In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by her twin sister, Barbara (Johnson) 
O’Meara, and sisters, Geraldine Higgins, Gail 
(Higgins) Billington, Beverly (Higgins) Popo-
wich, Zelda (Higgins) Nowsch, and Madeline 
(Higgins) Varni; brothers, Gordan Higgins, 
Glen Higgins and Harold Johnson.

The family would like to thank the staff at 
Apple Rehab (Colchester), where Bonnie re-
sided prior to her passing. It is no surprise that 
she made many friends while there, just as she 
did throughout her life.  She was a true friend to 
everyone who had the pleasure of meeting her.  
Her carefree personality and funny stories will 
be missed dearly. 

Anyone who knew Bonnie can attest to what 
a kind and special person she was.  She would 
open her heart and door to anyone no matter 

Colchester
Audrey Wolcott 

Memorial Gathering
A memorial gathering will be held for Audrey 

Wolcott on Sunday, June 11, from 1-4 p.m., with 
remembrances at 2 p.m.

The location will be at the Wolcott Farm, 
Marvin Road, Colchester. Look for the farm 
sign at the entrance to the picnic area.  Dress is 
casual and it if possible, bring a folding chair. A 
light lunch will be served.

Hebron
Irene O. Jones

Irene O. Jones, 85, for-
merly of Hebron, passed 
away Tuesday, May 16, at 
the Jefferson House nurs-
ing facility in Newington, 
where she was well cared 
for. Born in Manhattan, 
N.Y., in February of 1938, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Stefan and Veron-
ica (Zajac) Okapal. 

In 1968, she married 
her best friend and love of her life, Edward 
Jones. They shared 25 years together until he 
predeceased her in 1994. After graduating from 
Hunter College in New York, Irene helped peo-
ple by working for the State of Connecticut as 
a medical social worker for 26 years until her 
retirement in 1995. 

She loved to embark on cruises and travel the 
world with Ed and her friends. She was a serious 
bridge player even attending many bridge boot-
camps. Her home was the site of many happy 
gatherings of extended family and friends. She 
made sure that all felt welcomed, comfortable, 
and important. She was a woman of consider-
able faith and was both a communicant and for-
mer treasurer of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 
Hebron.

Irene will be forever loved and remembered 
by her brother and his wife Edward and Marga-
ret Okapal and their children, her godchildren, 
numerous nieces, nephews, extended family 
and friends. 

On Wednesday, June 7, calling hours will be 

East Hampton
Deborah C. Mott

Deborah C. (Lanzi) Mott, 59, of East Hamp-
ton, beloved wife of William P. Mott, passed 
away peacefully at Middlesex Hospital. Born 
May 4, 1964, in Hartford, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Morris J. and Joanne (Hedrick) 
Lanzi Jr. Debbie was a lifelong resident of East 
Hampton and a graduate of East Hampton High 
School.

To those who knew her, knew that she was 
an outgoing personality always putting others 
first and being the hostess with the mostess. Her 
love of gnomes and the outdoors was always 
evident as her garden was full of them! Deb and 
Billy were absolute best friends even though 
there was a Green Bay and San Fran rivalry, the 
cheese head and the 49er cheered for oppos-
ing teams, they enjoyed watching and going to 
games together.

Her family was the focal point of her life. 
While marrying her best friend, her daughter 
held the title of maid of honor. The union of the 
Mott and Lanzi families was an absolute joyous 
occasion with fun, festivities, and special mem-
ories of family members past and present.

She is survived by her husband, William P. 
Mott of East Hampton; her daughter, Amanda 
Silveria of Southington; her three sons, Henry 
Stone (Asia) of Tolland, David Stone of Ash-
ford, Daniel Stone of Colchester; her brother, 

what. Despite all of life’s obstacles she endured, 
she always remained strong and conquered 
through things without complaining.  She was 
truly selfless and always put others first. 

If you knew Bonnie, then you know how 
much she loved animals, especially cats. She 
talked about her cats up until the very end. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the 
Connecticut Humane Society. 

The services will take place at Aurora-McCar-
thy Funeral Home of Colchester, 167 Old Hart-
ford Rd., Colchester.  The wake will be held on 
Wednesday, May 31, with calling hours from 5-7 
p.m. Burial will take place Friday, June 2, at 10 
a.m., directly at the Marlboro Cemetery located 
on East Hampton Road/SR 66, East Hampton 
Road, Marlborough, CT 06447.

To sign the online guest book or share a 
memory of Bonnie, please visit www.auro-
ramccarthyfuneralhome.com. She will be sadly 
missed but always remembered with love.

“When each day starts without me, And I’m 
not there to see, If the sun shall rise and find 
your eyes, filled with tears for me. I wish so that 
you wouldn’t cry, the way you did today, While 
considering the many things, we didn’t get to say. 
I know the love you hold for me, is as much as 
I love you, Every time you think of me, I know 
you’ll miss me too. When each day starts without 
me, know that we’re not far apart, for all the times 
you think of me, I’ll be right here in your heart” 
~ M. L. Wichryk

David Lanzi and his wife Nicole of East Hamp-
ton; grandchildren, Adrien, Sabina, Bentley, 
Nash, Hudson, layla, and Autumn, her loving 
nephews Ryan and Dylan Lanzi, the entire Mott 
family, several aunts, uncles, cousins, and many 
friends. She was predeceased by her nephew, 
Jayson Lanzi.

A memorial service will be held at the Spen-
cer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, 
on Saturday, May 27, at 11 a.m. Friends may call 
at the funeral home on Saturday from 9 a.m. un-
til the time of the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to American Legion Post 197 of Marl-
borough. 

To leave online condolences, please visit www.
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.  

held from 10 a.m.-noon, with Mass at noon and 
burial immediately following, all at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, 30 Church St., Hebron, CT 
06248. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memo-
rial donations be made to St. Peter’s Church, or 
to the Russell Mercier Senior Center, Hebron. 

To sign the online guestbook or share a mem-
ory of Irene, please visit www.auroramccarthy-
funeralhome.com.
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LEGALS

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
TOWN COUNCIL APPROVED BUDGET

July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

Actual
2020-2021

Actual
2021-2022 Approved

COUNCIL 
2023 to 2024
APPROVED

INCREASE/ 
(DECREASE)

2023-2024 
Percent 
Change

From Origi-
nal Bud.

EXPENDITURES
EDUCATION $ 32,131,949 $ 33,081,988 $ 34,273,597 $ 35,608,655 $ 1,335,058 3.90%
TOWN OPERATIONS

ADMINISTRATION & 
FINANCE 4,376,452 4,537,583 4,850,126 5,192,713 342,587 7.06%
PUBLIC SAFETY 2,840,660 2,943,569 3,024,706 3,148,046 123,340 4.08%
HEALTH &
HUMAN SERVICES 496,067 489,044 524,527 542,268 17,741 3.38%
CULTURE &
RECREATION 1,093,637 1,089,602 1,236,308 1,264,362 28,054 2.27%
REGULATORY 429,226 413,913 461,822 453,858  (7,964)  -1.72%
PUBLIC WORKS 2,197,122 2,240,138 2,357,193 2,419,634 62,441 2.65%

TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS

OTHER FUNDS 42,500 42,500 42,500 42,500 - 0.00%
CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT 816,931 812,725 812,725 809,500  (3,225) -0.40%

DEBT SERVICE 3,225,519 3,627,183 4,176,461 4,122,435  (54,026) -1.29%
TOTAL
EXPENDITURES $ 47,650,063 $ 49,278,245 $ 51,759,965 $ 53,603,971 $ 1,844,006 3.56%

REVENUES

FEDERAL REVENUES $ 2 ,523 $ 2,803  $ -  $ - 0.00%
GRANTS - STATE OF CT 
(EDUCATION) 6,960,837 6,939,862 6,922,849 6,983,124 60,275 0.87%
GRANTS - STATE OF CT 
(OTHER) 645,880 635,587 834,744 1,009,662 174,918 20.95%
LICENSES, PERMITS AND 
FEES 973,760 911,083 638,800 670,535 31,735 4.97%
OTHER REVENUE 99,286 129,550 72,880 72,480  (400)  -0.55%
INVESTMENT INCOME 8,777 13,795 10,000 100,000 90,000 900.00%
PROPERTY TAX REV-
ENUE (PRIOR YEARS) 894,118 1,286,731 819,100 827,500 8,400 1.03%
TRANSFERS FROM
OTHER FUNDS 26,517 27,315 28,135 28,980 845 3.00%
TOTAL REVENUES (Before 
taxes & fund balance)

$ 9,611,698 $ 9,946,726 $ 9,326,508 $ 9,692,281 $ 365,773 3.92%

USE OF FUND BALANCE  -  500,000  -  (500,000)
PROPERTY TAXES (Motor Vehicle)
Capped at 32.46 mills $ 3,788,736 $ 4,665,638 $ 4,927,770
PROPERTY TAXES
(Real Estate and Personal 
Property) $ 37,899,013 $ 36,904,519 $ 37,267,819 $38,983,920
TOTAL REVENUES $ 47,510,711 $ 50,639,981 $ 51,759,965 $53,603,971 $1,844,006 3.56%
NET GRAND LIST
(REAL ESTATE &
PERSONAL PROPERTY) $ 1,157,829,579 $ 1,080,488,641 $ 1,091,760,840 $ 1,104,571,825 $12,810,985 1.17%
NET GRAND LIST
(MOTOR VEHICLE) $ 114,802,450 $ 145,923,728 $ 154,122,392 $ 8,198,664 5.62%
VALUE OF MILL $ 1,140,462 $ 1 ,064,281 $ 1 ,075,384 $ 1,088,003
ESTIMATED
COLLECTION RATE 98.50% 98.50% 98.50% 98.50%
ADOPTED MILL RATE 33.14 34.53 34.66 35.83 1.17 3.38%

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Mark Philhower, Chairman
Tim Feegel, Vice Chairman
Pete Brown
Brandon Goff
Eric Peterson
Kevin Reich
Alison Walck 1TB 5/26

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Hearing
The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold 
a regular meeting on June 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall 
and via ZOOM Virtual Meeting to consider the following:
PZC-23-011: Edgewater Hill, 10 Edgewater Circle, Text Amend-
ment regarding water requirement in MUDD zone per Sec. 
6.4.D.3.d.3, Map 10A/ Block 85/ Lot 5B
Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in the 
Land Use Office 860‑267‑7450. 2TB 5/26, 6/2

 TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning Com-
mission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, June 1, 2023 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, 
Portland, CT.  
Application #22-26: Proposed amendment to the Town of Portland 
Zoning Regulations: Article 4.1,5.1 and 6.1, Add infrastructure 
to public utility use in each section. Application of the Town of 
Portland.
Application #22-27: Portland Cobalt Road (Land-locked parcel 
accessed through and located northeast of 984 Portland Cobalt 
Road). Request for Special Permit Renewal of Sand and Gravel 
Excavation Permit to Excavate and Remove 150,000 Cubic Yards 
of Earth Material. Application of Herbert E Butler Construction Com-
pany and property of Eversource Energy. Map 33 Lot 27. Zone RR.
Application #22-28: 127 Main Street. Proposed map change to 
extend Village District Boundary over 1 Quarry Lane and portion of 
127 Main Street. Application of the Town of Portland. Map 19, Lot 
75 and Map 19, Lot 31. Zone I.
Dated at Portland, CT this 17nd day of May 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 5/19, 5/26

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING

June 7, 2023, at 6:45 PM
Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, 

CT 06480
Pursuant to Section 506 of the Portland Town Charter, a public 
hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Wednes-
day, June 7, 2023 at 6:45 P.M. in the Buck Foreman Com-
munity Room to consider public comments and questions, both 
orally and in writing on the requested use of $965,000 from the 
American Rescue Plan to replace Engine No. 2. Public Access 
also through the Zoom link A –www.portlandct.org
Dated this 18th day of May 2023
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

1TB 5/26TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

At its Regular Meeting of May 17, 2023 the Colchester Planning 
and Zoning Commission made the following decisions:
PZC 2023-005 of Mary J. McDonald (Applicant) and Ginger-
field Associates (Mary J. McDonald & Fred J. Criscuolo, 
Owners) - Zone Change from Future Development (FD) to Rural 
Use (RU) for 90± acres of land located on Chestnut Hill Road 
(Assessor’s ID 4E-05/004-011) APPROVED W/ EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF 7/17/23.
PZC 2023-006 of ASW, LLC (Applicant) and Roaring Brook 
Advisors, LLC, Kathleen B. Fabian, and Patrick M. Shugrue 
(Owners) – Zone Change from Future Development (FD) to Sub-
urban Use (SU) for 57± acres of land located on Lake Hayward 
Road (Assessor’s ID 03-09/049-000 - 19± acres; Assessor’s ID 
03-09/52B-000 - 18± acres, and Assessor’s ID 03-09/52A-000 – 
20± acres) APPROVED W/ EFFECTIVE DATE OF 7/17/23.
PZC2023-007 of Dorothy D. Winch (Applicant/Owner) – Site 
Plan application to construct a 32’ X 40’ (1,280 SF) acces-
sory building w/ 1-BR accessory apartment at 131 River Road 
(MBL#06-14/004-002). Zoning District: Rural Use (RU). AP-
PROVED.
PZC2023-008 of Scott & Bonnie Boothroyd (Applicants/Own-
ers) – Site Plan application to construct a 30’ X 50’ (1,500 SF) 
accessory building at 33 Homonick Road (MBL#02-08/021-006). 
Zoning District: Rural Use (RU). APPROVED W/ CONDITION.
Dated May 18, 2023
Planning and Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1TB 5/26

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTION
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its May 11, 2023 meeting, the Hebron Conservation Commis-
sion took the following actions:
Petition 2023-9 – Parcels 12-9 B and C, Church St., Amston, 
Hebron Pollinator Pathways, c/o Michele Sinkez, 209 Mill-
stream Road, Amston CT, Pond Site Project / Demonstration 
Including Pollinator-friendly Landscape Plantings Near the Pond 
at the Raymond Brook Preserve – approved with the following 
conditions:
1. Use prescribed procedure for cleansing potted plants to address 
jumping worms, including removing soil from potted plants off‑site 
2. Bare-root planting of perennials
3. Use jumping worm-free mulch
4. Use only soil from the property for planting
5. Maximize the distance from the edge of the pond to the tarp 
during installation
James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent
For Thomas Loto, Chairman, Hebron Conservation 1TB 5/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
THE TOWN OF ANDOVER

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
COMMUNITY ROOM, 17 SCHOOL ROAD

7:00 P.M., JUNE 7, 2023
The meeting will be held as a “hybrid” meeting. In addition to being 
held in person, the meeting will accessible via a web-based platform 
(ZOOM).   The login directions are as follows:
Join Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018136887
Meeting ID: 830 1813 6887
Passcode: 937362
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
The Andover Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at 7:00 p.m, June 7, 2023 to solicit public input regarding 
an application from the Town of Andover for a Special Permit in 
accordance with Section 5 of the Andover Zoning Regulations so as 
to construct a Community Center and Parking at the property known 
as 25 School Road.  The proposed project consists of 2,386.25 
square foot structure, parking areas and associated site work. 
Comments, concerns and questions may be presented at the 
public hearing or be submitted in writing to the Andover Building 
and Land‑Use Office in writing a minimum of 24 hours prior to the 
time/date of the meeting.  Copies of the application are available 
for review on the Town of Andover’s web-site (andoverct.org) or at 
the Building and Land‑Use Office, Town Office Building, 17 School 
Road, Andover.
Jim Hallisey
Zoning Agent 2TB 5/26, 6/2

LEGAL NOTICE
The town of East Hampton Social Services Department will 
conduct a foreclosure auction of contents from one of its storage 
units located at 80 Industrial Park Access Road. Middlefield, CT 
on Wednesday June 7th at 9 a.m.
Lauren Incognito, LMSW
Director of Social Services
Town of East Hampton 1TB 5/26

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING – May 31, 2023

REFERENDUM – June 13, 2023
The legal voters of the Town of Colchester and those qualified to vote at town meetings of said Town are hereby warned to meet for 
the Annual Budget Meeting on Wednesday, May 31, 2023 at 6:30p.m., to be held at William J. Johnston Middle School Cafeteria, 360 
Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT for the following purposes:

1. To consider and act upon the 2023‑2024 fiscal year budget of the Board of Selectmen in the amount of $15,633,140 as recom-
mended by the Board of Finance.
2. To consider and act upon the 2023‑2024 fiscal year budget of the Board of Education in the amount of $43,679,351 as recom-
mended by the Board of Finance.
3. To adjourn said Annual Budget Meeting, pursuant to Section 7-344 of the Connecticut State Statutes and the Colchester Town 
Charter Section C-1105a.E, for a Referendum vote on Tuesday, June 13, 2023 between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to be 
held at the Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT.

         Dated at Colchester, CT this 23rd day of May 2023. Gayle Furman, Town Clerk
Andreas Bisbikos, 1st Selectman

Rosemary Coyle, Selectman
Deborah Bates, Selectman

Jason LaChapelle, Selectman
Denise Turner, Selectman

Budget Summary
Revenue
 

FY 2021-2022
Actual

FY 2022-2023
Adopted

FY 2022-2023
Projected

FY 2023-2024
Proposed

Property Taxes 42,603,350.00 42,592,257.00 42,592,257.00 43,212,457.00

Intergovernmental - Town 449,087.00 428,704.00 428,704.00 521,594.00

Intergovernmental - Education 12,298,077.00 12,540,218.00 12,540,218.00 12,739,970.00

Charges for Services 651,985.00 572,000.00 572,000.00 653,120.00

Revenues from Use of Money 59,591.00 31,980.00 468,040.00 660,000.00

Licenses/Permits/Fees 1,161,493.00 957,353.00 957,383.00 1,283,890.00

Other Revenues 558,146.00 436,060.00 436,060.00 47,500.00

Use of Fund Balance 555,217.00 90,000.00 90,000.00 82,761.00

Total Revenue 58,336,946.00 57,648,572.00 58,084,662.00 59,201,292.00

Expenditures
 

FY 2021-2022
Actual

FY 2022-2023
Adopted

FY 2022-2023
Projected

FY 2023-2024
Proposed

General Government 4,033,351.00 3,966,055.00 4,005,715.55 3,934,659.37

Public Safety 3,201,050.00 3,234,496.00 3,266,840.96 3,235,481.95

Public Works 3,814,521.00 3,847,767.00 3,809,289.33 3,903,394.64

Community & Human Services 1,698,057.00 1,781,198.00 1,763,386.02 1,831,040.04

Debt 2,075,164.00 2,075,164.00 2,054,412.36 2,075,164.00

Transfers to Other Funds 882,819.00 715,221.00 708,068.79 653,400.00

Town Total 15,704,962.00 15,619,901.00 15,607,713.01 15,633,140.00

Board Of Education 41,827,055.00 42,025,701.00 42,025,701.00 43,679,351.00

Total Expenditures 57,532,017.00 57,645,602.00 15,607,713.01 59,312,491.00

MILL RATE CALCULATION

EDUCATION TOWN SERVICE
DEBT 

CAPITAL
TRANSFERS/ 

TOTAL

Appropriations 43,679,351 12,904,576 2,075,164 653,400 59,312,491

Estimated Revenue 13,237,046 3,343,439 0 16,580,485

Amount to be Raised by Taxation 30,442,305 9,561,137 2,075,164 653,400 42,732,006

MILLS 19.16 6.02 1.31 0.41 26.90

MILL RATE CALCULATION

DOLLARS MILLS

Amount to be Raised by Taxation 42,732,006 26.90

Reserve for Uncollected Revenue (estimated 98.9% collection rate) 512,784 0.32

TOTAL TAX WARRANT 43,244,790 27.22

1TB 5/26

Grand List 1,571,961 ,90 2023-24 Proposed Mill Rate 27.22

Estimated Prorates 1,500,000 2022-23 Mill Rate 26.82

M. V. Supplement 19,500 ,000 Increase in Mill Rate 0.40
Less Estimated BAA 
and adjustments

 (4,500,000)

List Net 1,588,461,900

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin



Page 34 NEWS BULLETIN • May 26, 2023

EMPLOYMENT

TREE & LANDSCAPING
THOM’S

STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3

-2
0-

20

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE ANYTIME WEEKENDS.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.

R
E2

-3
-2

3

Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Date determined after 8 reservations
No NRA Computer Course required $150

The The 
Absolute Absolute 

BEST!!BEST!!
STUMP

GRINDING
always with
CLEANUP
Topsoil
& Seed

Available 
860.573.3131

R
E5

-5
-2

3

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

R
E5

-2
0-

22

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Now AvAilAble

Our last new detached home at the prestigious 
active adult Beckley Farms Condominiums, 
Berlin CT  -An Essex Model Ranch home, 2 
bedroom, 2 full baths, spacious great room, 
mudroom and an extra large garage,  1390 Sq 
feet. Offered at $384,900.  

Phase 5 starting this Spring, 57 Townhouse 
units, call for details.

Mark Kehrhahn
CENTRURY 21 AllPoints Realty

860-638-9485
117 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489
markk.realestate@gmail.com

CIT3-23-23

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS VACATION

RENTAL

C
IT

3-
23
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc
Light Land Clearing, Grading, Excavation, 
Gravel Driveways, Shed Pads, Foundation 

Plantings, Garden Restorations, New Lawns, 

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Mulching, Trimming, etc. Licensed & Insured

— SINCE 2004 —

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

GARDEN INSTALLS & 
RESTORATION

• MOWING/TRIMMING
• MULCH  & STONES
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• LIGHT HARDSCAPE
• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• MINI-EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• CLEAN-UPS/DUMP RUNS

R
E5

-1
9-
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FERTILIZING LAWNSFERTILIZING LAWNS

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Mulch Installation & Plantings

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
E3
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LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free Estimates •  Fully Insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled

in all phases of tree work!
Call us now and 

get the best price ever! 

860-303-6507

Senior citizen & military diScount R
E6

-5
-2

0LocaL Firewood For SaLe!

C
IT
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TOTAL LAWN CARE 
-  Mowing,  c leanups, 
p l a n t i n g ,  m u l c h i n g , 
thatching aeration, dump 
runs / junk removal and 
handyman services. Vet 
and Senior discounts. 
Call 860-342-2204 or 860-
638-8812

MASTER GARDENER- 
U C O N N / C T  S t a t e 
Certified. Professional 
G a r d e n i n g  C a r e , 
Diagnosing Problems, 
Skilled Pruning/Trimming, 
P l a n t i n g ,  D e s i g n , 
M u l c h i n g ,  E d g i n g , 
Lawn Mowing. 30 Years 
Experience. Call Thomas 
#860-267-7515

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
P r o f e s s i o n a l , 
competitive rates. Call 
Thomas #860-267-7515

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE5-26-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

A smart person knows what to say.
A wise person knows

whether or not to say it.

A PA R T M E N T  F O R 
RENT: Andover, 1bm, 
1fbth, living room, kitchen, 
stove and fridge. $800 
monthly. Call 860-742-
5231.

FOR RENT:  AMSTON 
L A K E  S E A S O N A L 
C O T TA G E :   F u l l y 
Furnished. 2 bedrooms, 
air/heat, screened porch, 
washer/dryer, lake view. 
Avail weekly $950 plus 
security and cleaning or 
monthly rates calculated 
based on length of stay. 
Available as of April 16th. 
113 Deepwood Drive 
Lebanon. Contact Rita 
860-207-7680

LONG WHARF RESORT, 
NEWPORT: July 7-14. 
1mb,  2nd  b r  &  pu l l 
out sofa. 2fbths, small 
kitchen. $2600. Harris 
860-478-9486.

C H A R L E S T O W N 
BEACH,  RI :  Al l  the 
amenities of home. Large 
screen porch, outside 
deck with gas grill, cable 
TV/Wifi. Very private, 
large lot. 5 min. to beach, 
sleeps 6. Renovated 
bathroom. 860-306-3850. 
Leave Message. Dogs 
allowed.

Non-medical, mostly companionship, meals & 
light housekeeping. Colchester. Part-time days. 

Great small caring agency. Must have caregiving 
experience, paid or non-paid & pass background 

check. Looking for long term employee.
Mon-Sat hours. Older adults encouraged to apply.

Immediate work. Call 860-967-0831

R
E9
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20

Caregiver Needed

Dental Assistant
Colchester Dental Group is seeking a full time Dental Assistant 
for a modern 2 doctor and 3 hygienist dental practice. Primary 

duties include assisting very high quality dental procedures, 
digital x-rays, impressions, temporaries, overseeing bleaching 
procedures and supply ordering. Hours 8:45 - 5:30 Tuesday 

through Friday, and some Saturdays 8:45 to 1.
We are a very low turnover office and are looking for an 

experienced professional for the long term.
Salary negotiable, Experience with Dentrix and Dexis a plus!

Also, seeking a temporary assistant position
to start asap for approximately 8 weeks. R

E5
-1

9-
23

Please send resume to: 79A Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 
06415 or email to info@ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

Not your average CNA position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun, and 
dedicated FT 2nd & 3rd shift and PT 1st shift weekends 
only CNA to join our team. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114

C
IT

4-
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Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Every other weekend 7am-
3pm and per diem shifts available. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114

C
IT
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F U L L  T I M E  C A R E 
GIVER:  needed  fo r 
elderly man in Portland. 
Call Susan 860-685-1966.

F T / P T  C L E A N E R 
BAKER: Helper wanted 
at Marlborough Country 
Bakery. Apply in person, 
Marlborough. 

BUYING ANTIQUES & 
OLD STUFF. Costume 
jewelry, pottery, bottles, 
crocks, jugs, toys/games, 
glassware, silver plated 
items, signs, typewriters, 
sewing machines, bar 
items, tools, sterling coins, 
kitchenware, cookware, 
automotive, books, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
knives, hunting, fishing, 
military, Masonic, fire 
dept. and more. Donald 
Roy 860-874-8396.        

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BOARD CLERK  

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part time 
Board Clerks for approximately 3 to 6 hours per month. This posi-
tion is responsible for transcribing minutes and motions for boards 
and commissions. The position requires attendance at meetings on 
weeknight evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills 
and be proficient in word processing on a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board Clerk 
job description are available in the Town Clerk’s office, online at 
marlboroughct.net or by calling 860-295-6206.  Completed applica-
tions are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 29, 26 North 
Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447.
Open until filled.
We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, 
creed, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age, marital or vet-
eran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

3TB 5/19, 5/26, 6/2

CLASSIFIED

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

R
E3
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21

Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

R
E3
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Schedule Your Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to think about your yard’s mulching needs

and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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Discounted Spring Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

CIT2-23-23

860-895-8879
Your Friend in the Fertilization Business

FREE ESTIMATES

Granular Fertilization
Weed / Insect Control

Grub Control

Tick Control
Aerating / Seeding

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E3
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0

SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
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Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Millings

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

R
E3
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203

R
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

 NEW NUMBER 
Call Steve anytime at 860-918-6020

The RightChoice
27 Years

in Business

FREE ESTIMATES • Fully Insured Lic#551256

R
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SPRING IS HERE!

• landscaping installation – yard expansions/grading
• tree work / takedowns – stump grinding / brush chipping 
• grounds maintenance – spring clean ups / mowing / mulching
• lawn installations / repair – hydroseeding / sod
• hardscapes – retaining walls, walks, patios 
• drainage work – gutter / curtain / drywells
• mulch / top soil / loose stone for sale & installation
• bobcat / mini excavator / chipping services

Now Scheduling All Your Landscaping Needs
Driveway Repair & Installations

Millings/ Loose Stone Process Gravel

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

R
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Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —
109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Top Soil $35/yard
Compost $45/yard

R
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— DELIVERY AVAILABLE —

Mulch $48/yard
Brown, Black & Red

— SERVICES WE OFFER — 
Exterior Property Maintenance

Hardscape/Landscape Design & Install
Fountainscape Design & Install

Mulch & Topsoil Sales & Delivery

CALL (860) 531-2820

C
IT
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Picture
this:

call us
today at:

860-633-4691

your
ad

here!
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Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

R
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery & Installation
Hydroseeding & All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Short on time? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Wayne’s
tree service, llc

Colchester, CT

860-883-3234 860-996-2729

FULLY 
INSURED

FREE
EStImatES

RE3-11-22waynestreeservicellc@comcast.net

For commercial work, call Wayne at: For residential work, call Ken at:

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
E3

-2
4-

23

DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

TREE & LANDSCAPING

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

R
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

ACF 
Stump 

Grinding

R
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Interior/Exterior Painting
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

Free Estimates, Insured
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760  Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT4-13-23

0635952

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-467-5564 Marc Viccaro 

 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured
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MARK'S
PAINTING

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Freshen Up for Spring!

Since 1992

860-267-4125

S T A R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING - Call 
today for a free estimate 
on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roofing, 
decks, sheds, windows/
doors, gutters, landscape 
services, porches, patios, 
f r a m i n g ,  c a r p e n t r y, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, 
insulat ion,  t r im, etc. 
Locally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-573-
3597.

GUTTER CLEANING: 
C l o g g e d  g u t t e r s  = 
water damage. Optional 
lower cost  guards = 
perment soulution for 
gutter cleaning. Free 
estimates. Insured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Text/Call 
anytime 860-498-2524.

H A R D W O O D 
FLOORING: Installation, 
repairs, sanding, staining, 
dust less ref in ish ing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Fu l l y  i nsu red .  F ree 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/operate info@
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m  w w w .
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

ADVANCED PRO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT: “ One 
call does it all!” No job 
too smal l !  Addit ions, 
sun rooms. Kitchens, 
bathrooms. Windows, 
roofing. Vinyl siding, 
trim. Garages, decks. 
Basements, flooring. Dry 
wall & taping. Interior 
painting, popcorn ceilings. 
Clean up daily. Quality 
work. Lic. #578351. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. 
Over 20 yrs. experience. 
860-798-4275.  www.
advancedprosite.com

GUTTER CLEANING, 
No mess - hand cleaned, 
rinsed, check drainage. 
Cleaning included with 
opt ional ,  reasonably 
priced LEAF STOP-R 
G U A R D S .  C l o g g e d 
gutters = water damage. 
Free estimates. Insured, 
Reg # HIC.0651707 Call/
Text Marc anytime 860-
498-2524

H O M E  R E P A I R 
&  R E N O V A T I O N 
CONTRACTOR:Jobs big 
or small, give Colin of 
KCM Properties LLC a 
call.  860-798-3260

D & A  T I L E :  F r e e 
Estimates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

John’s Sandblasting
Car parts, wheels, bicycle or motorcycle 

parts, any metal or aluminum parts – 
blasted, cleaned and primed.
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CALL
860-518-3031

Fast, reliable service!
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C

IT
3-
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20
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Specializing in Residential &
Commercial Roofing for over 20 years

– No Salesman
– Owner Does The Roofing

– Free Competitive Estimates
Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

LLC

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410
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— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
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Call for our Spring Specials
Houses • Decks

Paver Patios & more!

ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CALL US!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

For All
Your Home 
Repairs & 

Improvements

860-759-9628
www.ErichsHandymanService.com

R
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860-657-4810
Scalia & Associates, llc

30 Years in Glastonbury
License 0608296 & Insured

Home Remodeling
Update Your

Kitchen & Bath!
– All Building & Repair Services –

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SERVICES

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

PAINTING “FINESS”: 
Carpentry, interior, & 
exterior, Benjamin Moore 
paints,  neat & clean 
professional service. 
H i g h  q u a l i t y  p o w e r 
wash.  Wal lpaper ing, 
carpentry, tile, aluminum 
siding, sheet rocking. 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  Wo r k . 
Top qual i ty.  Over 40 
years of experience. 
Free estimates. Senior 
discount. Guaranteed 
jobs. Lic. #HIC.0663342, 
insured. Call 860-839-
5355, 860-833-5810, 860-
833-5894.

GUTTER CLEANING: 
C l o g g e d  g u t t e r s  = 
water damage. Optional 
lower cost  guards = 
perment soulution for 
gutter cleaning. Free 
estimates. Insured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Text/Call 
anytime 860-498-2524.

F L O O R  S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free Estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available, 
cleanouts, basements, 
garages, even the junk in 
the backyard. We can take 
as much or as little as you 
want. Mark 860-295-9692 
or 860-916-9577.

H A N D Y L A D Y  N e e d 
h e l p ? ?  O r g a n i z i n g , 
summer/fall cleaning, 
moving/packing/setting 
up new home, prepping 
for sale of home, selecting 
furniture, getting rid of 
furniture, decorating, 
painting colors, setting up 
holiday decorations, party 
planning...the list goes on!  
Call Pat @ 860-657-5745

DUMP RUNS, CLEAN-
O U T S ,  B r u s h . 
Reasonable, responsive, 
courteous, conscientious. 
Angie’s listed. Glastonbury 
Salvage LLC 860-280-
6318.

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP: Dirty 
Chimneys can burn! 
Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. 
Fully Insured. Call Dave, 
860-267-8422

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All i tems 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. We 
also remove sheds and 
hot tubs. Insured. Josh 
Langdon 48 hrs. Cleaning 
Service 860-922-4621

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  C a p s , 
Dampers ,  F lash ing , 
Furnace Liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

POISEN IVY PULLER: 
Call Tammy the P.I.P. 860-
836-4756. $25/hr, $40 
minimum

HEDGE TRIMMING / 
SHRUB PRUNNING - 
Odd jobs, dump runs. 
No job too small. Fully 
insured. K.F.P. Services 
Call Kevin 860-342-0414 
or 860-989-6858. 

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs
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License #HIC607594
Insurance • References

New Homes
Custom Kitchen & Bathrooms
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Decks

Portland, CT

www.ManningHomeBuilders.com

860-398-0936
Now Accepting

Most Major Credit Cards

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

llc

R
E1
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
E3

-1
3-

20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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SERVICES

Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install
Screened Topsoil

C
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Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote!
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ELECTRIC
◘	Generator	Panels
	 Installed
◘	Service	Upgrades
◘	Ceiling	Fans
◘	Whole	House
	 Generators

860-543-3675
Fully Licensed & Insured • CT E1-194089

ARTHUR
llc

◘	Central	Air	Wiring
◘	Troubleshooting	&	Repairs
◘	Interior	&	Exterior
	 Lighting
◘	Electric	Vehicle	Charging
	 Stations	Installed

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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& more

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
CALL NOW:
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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(860) 228-8512 

NOW IS THE TIME!

30 Main St. Hebron, CT 06248
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Don’t miss this opportunity, 
we have buyers ready, waiting, 
and willing to pay. Call today!
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109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Bulk Top Soil, Compost, 
Mulch, Stone & Sand

Delivery Available

Hanging Baskets, Annuals, Perennials, 
Shrubs, Flower & Veggie Plants

Expanded Store 
with houseplants, 

gifts & more!

New!New!

RE5-26-23

44 Amston Road, Route 85
Colchester, CT

(860) 537-4325

Sign Dad up for a
MONTHLY 

MEMBERSHIP PLAN 
for just the price of

a SINGLE WASH

Now 
Open!Open Mon-Sat 7:30am-7:30pm; Sun 7:30am-7:00pm

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 6/30/23

A Great Gift for Dad!
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232 New London Rd., Colchester, CT 06415
www.FrescaBarAndGrill.com
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Check us 
out on FB!860-531-9234

MEMORIAL DAY
WE REMEMBER AND HONOR

WEEKEND HOURS:
Friday, May 26th 12-10pm

Saturday, May 27th 12-10pm
Sunday, May 28th 12-4pm*

*(Closing early for a private event)

A DAY TO REMEMBER

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

OUR SINCEREST APPRECIATION TO OUR STAFF!

For the Safety of our Patrons
The air & surfaces in this location are protected 24/7 by

REDUCES OVER 99.9% 
SARS-CoV-2, Viruses, 

Bacteria & Mold

AIR YOU CAN TRUST™ 

For more information call: Paul Hoar 203-247-4723

Sadler's will close this Monday for our staff  
to spend time with friends and family 

and to remember those who matter most to us all.

We will be closed on Memorial Day.

On Tuesday, May 30th Summer Music on The Patio 
will begin, weather permitting, Sundays thru Thursdays 

from 6pm til closing – sounds good, doesn't it?

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
monday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

and Patio!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M
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CLEANING
SERVICES

C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

FOR SALE
TAG SALESE N D  R O L L S  O F 

NEWSPRINT. Great for 
art projects, wrapping and 
packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. 
The Glastonbury Citizen 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

FOR SALE: Older King 
Size maple headboard 
great shape $50. 4 Gun 
Oak Locking wall mount 
gun rack w/ drawer $100.
860-295-9974

FOR SALE: 1988 21ft 
Sea Ray Cabin Cruiser 
with trailer. $5000. Please 
call Dave 860-759-8209 
for pics and additional 
info.

D U M P  T R A I L E R 
BUSINESS FOR SALE: 
Owner  re t i r ing.  One 
truck and eight trailers. 
$120,000. No financing.  
Rich 860-881-4745

FOR SALE: 2004 F-150 
Truck. $9250. 146,000 
mi les.  One owner,  8 
cyl inder,  gas. Power 
steering, power brakes, 
air conditioning. Tilt wheel, 
trailer hitch, truck cap, AM/
FM, alloy wheels. Comes 
with extra set of snow 
tires. Call 860-338-0023.

AUTOMOTIVE

ESTATE/TAG SALE: 
1 4 8  R u t l e d g e  R d , 
Wethersfield, CT. May 
27th 9-1 (Please no early 
birds) items featured: 
Household appliances, 
dished, cooking items, 
b e d r o o m  f u r n i t u r e , 
couches, chairs, outdoor 
furniture, tools, etc. 

TAG SALE: Saturday 
5/27, 9-1p. Rain or Shine. 
2 Victoria Rd, Portland. 
Fishing poles & gear, golf 
clubs, perennial plants 
&  ga rden ,  c lo th ing , 
household & more.

2-FAMILY GARAGE/TAG 
SALE: Sat-Sun, 5/27-
5/28, 9-2p. Rain or Shine. 
45 & 51 Hope Valley Rd, 
Hebron. Offering a great 
selection of items for 
your apartment, house, 
garage, shed and yard, 
plus lots of other “great 
stuff” for everyone. Please 
no early birds.

H U G E  TA G  S A L E : 
Saturday May 27th, 9-12p. 
317 Waterhold Rd. East 
Hampton. Liquidating 
all items. Mega mens 
tools. Rain or Shine. We 
negotiate all fair offers. 

W O O D  F L O O R S - 
Questioning whether your 
wood floors really need 
sanding? Have existing 
su r face  f i n i sh  deep 
cleaned, revitalized, with 
a durable acrylic/urethane 
floor finish.  The best 
alternative to the mess, 
expense of  sanding. 
Vinyl  floors stripped/
refinished. Experienced, 
re ferences,  insured. 
William Agostinelli, 860-
704-8486.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d be 
happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service, 
reasonable rates and 
I do an amazing job.  
References upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’S 
CLEANING, 860-331-
5309

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Improve Your Home Cooling & Heating with a  
Bosch Heat Pump System!

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  
Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

04
23

cm

Call Now and schedule a Free In-Home Consultation 
or visit our Showroom in Portland CT for more info!

•	 Rebates	up	to	$6500.00
•	 Tax	Credit	of	$2000.00
•	 .99%	10	Year	Financing	on	Bosch	Heat	Pumps
•	 $750	Rebate	on	Heat	Pump	Water	Heaters
•	 $650.00	Rebate	on	Natural	Gas	Furnaces
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Take 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST on all purchases $499+ SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL
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Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30-5:30; Sunday closed

www.SmarterAppliance.com
199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

MEMORIAL DAY SALE May 18 through 
June 7, 2023

Over 20 Over 20 

Mattresses Mattresses 

To Try!To Try!
 SHOP LOCAL – SAME PRICES, BETTER SERVICE 

860-531-2363 SAVE $300
on the pair!

THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner

carlguild@gmail.com
(860) 813-2275

PLUS 72 MORE AGENTS!Visit our website for a full list!carlguild.com

Jeff King
860-710-1323

jeffkingrealtor1@gmail.com

 

Sandra Lindstrom
860-334-5815

sandralindstromrealtor@gmail.com

Mike Mallon
860-338-5037

mjmallon1@live.com

Kristy Paquette
860-837-3131

krispaq@gmail.com

Lauren Reis
413-896-3126

laurenreisrealty@gmail.com

 

Tania Sones
860-918-5100

sonesrealtor@gmail.com

Daniel Walsh
860-841-0183

danwalshsells@gmail.com

 

Angela Aresco
860-883-9005

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net 

 

Alison Bliss
860-712-3832

alisonbilss.realtor@gmail.com

 

Angela Crane
860-365-0342

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com

 

Ellen DeSorbo
860-841-2133

ellen.desorbo@gmail.com

 

Fred Ferguson
860-638-9362

fredfergusonct@gmail.com

Diane Gombieski
860-977-4857

gombieski@snet.net

Ela Heselton
860-305-8852

elaheselton@gmail.com
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