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Hebron Lions Donate $100K to Area Causes

The Hebron Lions held their annual “Night of Giving” last week, donating $100,000 
to numerous area charities. Among the groups receiving donations was Wishes on 
Wheels, whose members are shown here. Wishes on Wheels received $35,000 presented 
by Lion Russell Strumskas.

By Michael Sinkewicz
The Hebron Lions held their annual “Night of 

Giving” last week, donating $100,000 to numer-
ous local charities and causes.

Former club president John Johnson Jr. said 
during the event, held at the Lions fairgrounds 
on April 26, that the two main sources of dona-
tion funding were the new Lights in Motion ini-
tiative — an extravagant light show put on over 
the holiday season – and the annual favorite, the 
Hebron Harvest Fair. Johnson said last Septem-
ber’s fair was the Lions’ second most-attended 
event in the last 20 years.

Throughout the night, Lions members intro-
duced and recognized different charities before 
presenting the groups with their donation — of-
ten in the form of fun oversized checks.

The totality of the night, and the seemingly 
endless string of donations, became almost 
overwhelming at times. 

“It’s affirmation of why I work so hard 
throughout the rest of the year,” Johnson told 
the Rivereast.

Members of local institutions humbly accept-
ed donations, including RHAM Youth Football 
and Cheer, the Douglas Library, and Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services. Money was also given 
to many other groups whose members weren’t 
in attendance. 

What became undeniable is that the Hebron 
Lions Club touches a variety of charities across 
the state, impacting many unique causes. 

“They’re our biggest club,” said Mary Krogh, 
the current president of East Hampton Lions, 
and a past Lions district governor. She oversees 
Lions activity from Maryland up to Maine, and 
said Hebron’s influence is perhaps unmatched. 

Wishes on Wheels, which serves as an exter-
nal fundraiser for Make a Wish CT, received 

$35,000 from the Lions.
“For us, it’s huge,” said the organization’s pres-

ident, Mark Picard.
Wishes on Wheels recently passed the $2 

million mark with its contributions to Make a 
Wish, in large part due to the partnership with 
the Lions. 

“The Hebron Lions last year became our larg-
est donor in our history and then this year, they 
surpassed it,” he expressed. 

Picard, and the whole group, were greatly 
involved in helping with the Lions’ lights show, 
including construction of the course. He em-
phasized that despite any challenges associated 

with organizing or preparing for the show, the 
end result is more than worth the effort.

“It’s fun because I know what the Lions’ goal 
is; it’s a night like tonight,” he said. “Our money 
is going to grant wishes for families with chil-
dren that are battling health issues.”

He added that “it’s been an incredible oppor-
tunity.”

The atmosphere of the night certainly encour-
aged socializing. Members mingled with guests, 
all wearing name tags to make for smooth inter-
actions, and exchanged stories. Picard asserted 
that for him, the personal connections have 
blossomed.

“I’ve gotten to know some of the members 
and become friends with them because they’re 
just good people,” he said. “You meet people you 
respect. They’re trying to do something good 
and benefit the community and you’re doing the 
same thing and you end up helping each other 
— it’s something that’s rare and hard to find.”

Wishes on Wheels brought wish recipients 
each weekend throughout the holiday season 
for the lights event, which the Lions also appre-
ciated.

“It was nice to get to meet the families that 
had wishes granted and see the impact,” John-
son said. 

Many of the speakers got emotional when 
trying to express their gratitude. Dominic 
Mantuano, executive director of Connecticut 
Burns Care Foundation Inc. — a camp for chil-
dren who are victims of burn injuries — told 
the packed room of Lions that he could “never 
thank them enough.”

Mantuano was a firefighter for 13 years and 
sang to children in burn centers; he is also an 
entertainer. After visiting the camp, free to chil-
dren ages 8-18, and seeing the children come 
together, he felt that he was “called on” to work 
for the group. Mantuano was a 9/11 responder 
and expressed that he didn’t get this specific 
feeling until visiting the camp.

“It took everything I had to stand and not be 
brought to my knees because these children are 
just that strong,” he said after the event.

The children were not born with the pain 
but they live with it, he said, and the one-week 
camp and the group’s programming leaves them 
recharged.

Overall, it costs around $2,500 to send a kid 
to camp — but they never pay a dime, Mantua-
no confirmed. With the donation the founda-
tion received, a life will be affected.

“That money is going to cover a child to go to 
camp for the entire week,” he said.Calls to Resign Follow Heated Meeting

By Michael Sinkewicz
Calls for two Colchester officials’ resignations 

are being made following a contentious Board 
of Finance meeting on April 25.

Finance board member John Thomas and 
First Selectman Andreas Bisbikos, both Repub-
licans, called on finance board Democrats Mike 
Egan and Mike Hayes to resign this week.

In two letters to the editor in this week’s 
Rivereast, both Thomas and Bisbikos stated 
their requests were the culmination of behavior 
both during the meeting and outside of Town 
Hall.

Egan and Hayes both told the Rivereast they 
do not plan on resigning.

Thomas wrote that both Egan and Hayes 
conducted themselves inappropriately during 
last week’s meeting. He stated that they sent out 
false statements that damaged the town and its 
employees and that one member threw a “tem-
per tantrum” and stormed out of a meeting.

“I am asking for their immediate resignation, 
as they are putting their own agendas ahead of 

the townspeople that voted for them,” he stated.
In his letter, Bisbikos admonished Hayes for 

providing an email chain to the Rivereast, which 
resulted in a story about the town finance direc-
tor.

Hayes, he wrote, “originally denied involve-
ment but later confessed” and should resign.

Bisbikos continued by stating that Egan left 
the meeting shouting an expletive and then 
confronted Jason LaChapelle, a member of the 
Board of Selectmen, who was participating in 
the meeting virtually via his cell phone. Bisbikos 
said he called the police in regards to the situa-
tion. 

The Meeting
The April 25 meeting was a finance board 

workshop centered around the town budget 
proposal. During workshops, the chairman 
typically allows citizens more leeway to speak, 
often extending the normal three-minute allot-
ment per-person. 

Thomas, vice chair of the board, presided 

over the meeting, as chairman Andrea Migliac-
cio was absent.

LaChapelle made a comment referencing the 
“leakage” of emails to the Rivereast. He asked 
both Egan and Hayes if they were responsible. 

Last month, school board chairman Alex Oli-
phant and budget committee chairman Chris 
Rivers emailed town officials regarding poten-
tial payroll deadline concerns. 

At the time, town finance director Mary Wil-
liamson told the Rivereast that the situation and 
potential concern “had already been resolved.”

In general, LaChapelle took issue with the 
email correspondence from the school board 
being made public.

“It’s completely and totally improper for 
elected officials to be leaking private commu-
nications that have to do with town employees 
that effectively accuse a town employee of pur-
posely being derelict in their duty and trying to 
effectively screw the Board of Education out of 
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SPRING SPORTS ARE IN FULL SWING!
Get tuned up at Symmetry!

We are here for all your sports injury needs!
Keith Arcari

MSPT UConn ’00
Manual Therapy Certified

Kelly Coleman
DPT UNE ’18

270 Main Street, Portland, CT 

No Referral 
Needed!

860-788-7976 

Call or visit www.symmetryusa.net to request a visit.



Page 2	 NEWS BULLETIN • May 5, 2023

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations
• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs
• Dedicated to satisfying customers
• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans
• Family owned & operated for
 over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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SUPERLIQUORSCT.COM •on-line ordering •shipping •local delivery or pick up at store

    Putnam Plaza      Shoreline      Valley Fine Wine

All Items Subject To Availability. Not Responsible For Typographical Errors.

$$779999

Cinco de Mayo - May 5th
Kentucky Derby - May 6th
Mother’s Day - May 14th

Celebrate 
the Season!

Prices effective thru May 31st

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 8pm - 9pm & SUNDAY 10am - 6pm

Ripe Ripe 
Margarita or Margarita or 
Cosmo MixCosmo Mix
750 ml750 ml

PatronPatron
SilverSilver
TequilaTequila
750 ml750 ml

$$39399999

4 MAIN STREET, PUTNAM BRIDGE PLAZA II
            EAST HARTFORD/GLASTONBURY LINE   

860-568-3659
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

       @PUTNAMPLAZASUPERLIQUORS

Woodford Woodford 
ReserveReserve
BourbonBourbon
750 ml750 ml

$$35359999

Fishers Island Fishers Island 
LemonadeLemonade
4 Packs4 Packs
12 oz cans12 oz cans

$$14149999

Corona Corona 
Family Family 
12 Packs12 Packs
Assorted 12 oz bottlesAssorted 12 oz bottles

$$15159999
plus dep.plus dep.

Coors Light or Coors Light or 
Miller Lite Miller Lite 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz cans12 oz cans

$$24249999
plus dep.plus dep.

Official 
Bourbon of 

the Kentucky 
Derby

C
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Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-
vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; next date is May 10. The senior food pan-
try is open the opposite Wednesdays, also from 
9-9:30 a.m.; next date is May 17. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Notice for Andover Veterans  
The lieutenant governor of Connecticut will 

host an appreciation ceremony honoring Ko-
rean War-era and Vietnam War-era veterans in 
the Andover community. The ceremony is ten-
tatively scheduled for January 2024. 

All veterans who served during the Korean 
War era from June 27, 1950 through Jan. 31, 
1955, or in the Vietnam War era from Feb. 28, 
1961 through July 1, 1975, are asked to provide 
their name, branch of service, and years of ser-

vice to Andover veterans representatives. The 
representatives can be contacted by emailing 
Veterans@andoverct.org, or calling Susan Cam-
oroda at 703-472-3209 or John Botti at 860-839-
3481.

This ceremony is to honor and recognize all 
veterans who served during these two eras, no 
matter where they were stationed. Contact the 
Andover veterans representatives for more in-
formation. 

TheThe
EnchantedEnchanted

VinesVines

226 Westchester Road
Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 467-3298

joannas@theenchantedvines.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/TheEnchantedVines1 
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An expertly designed floral arrangement from
The Enchanted Vines is all you need to make Mom smile. 

YOUR MOTHER DESERVES THE VERY BEST!
Our extensive selection of fresh blooms, hanging plants, 

and gifts are guaranteed to make this one memorable. 

Say "Happy Mother’s Day"
the Right Way!

Pre-order for 
Mother’s Day

NOW!

Local
Delivery 

Available! 
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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
CLEANED YOUR SEPTIC TANK?

Suburban Sanitation Service

CALL NOW 860-267-6102

There is so much to celebrate in May! The grass is 
greener, the birds are singing — and we are outside!

If you haven’t cleaned your septic tank, now is the time!If you haven’t cleaned your septic tank, now is the time!
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Experience The Difference.
The Difference Is Experience!

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
MARLBOROUGH $596,000

378 JONES HOLLOW ROAD

LAKE LIVING!
EAST HAMPTON $449,000

5 HALE ROAD

MARLBOROUGH $1,011,000

16 HIGHPOINT CMNS

EAST HAMPTON $449,900

51 SALMON RUN

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
GLASTONBURY $925,000

632 OAKWOOD DRIVE

EAST HAMPTON $248,900

50 MALLARD COVE

PENDING

PENDING PENDING

GLASTONBURY $625,000

5 OLD MUSKET ROAD

EAST HAMPTON $300,000

12 BROOK TRAIL

EAST HAMPTON $538,000

14 DANIEL STREET
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97 INJUN HOLLOW ROAD

JUST SOLD!

JUST SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

HADDAM $1,692,500

Cancellation of
Veterans Meeting

The May Veterans meeting is canceled, 
due to conflict with the events surrounding 
the 175th Anniversary of the Town of An-
dover to be held on the same day, May 20. 

All are encouraged to attend the Ando-
ver festival that day, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Town Hall.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. For 
all senior events and information, visit the se-
nior page of the town website, andoverct.org.

Shopping Dates: Tuesdays. Willimantic: 5/9, 
5/23. Manchester: 5/16, 5/30. Masks available 
on all vehicles.

Senior Luncheons: Friday, 5/19. Reserva-
tions required by previous Wednesday. Menu: 
different alfredo pasta options. 

Senior Trips: Rose trip to Elizabeth Park, 
6/14; train/boat ride to Gillette Castle, 6/30; 
Main Moose, 7/14 and 8/11. Sign up with Carol 
Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2. 

175th Anniversary of Andover: Celebration 
events will begin with a dedication ceremony 
Thursday, May 18, at the town hall gazebo with 
speakers, AES children performing from 6-7:30 
p.m. Light refreshments will be served. The tent 
will be up with tables for seating available. Rides 
available by calling Palazzi. Watch Rivereast or 
search for “Andover 175th” on Facebook for 

more information.
Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is now avail-

able for the Food Pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. 
and for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pan-
try – all of which take place at Andover Congre-
gational Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, all medical ap-
pointments, and to the monthly farmers mar-
kets, are available by calling Palazzi. All seniors, 
veterans and disabled are welcome. If you have 
a caregiver, they may come with you. 

Rides to Farmers Market: The market opens 
Wednesday, June 14, from 4-7 p.m., at the Con-
gregational Church. Call Palazzi for a ride.

New Seniors Welcome: New seniors are 
welcome to all events. Call Palazzi for all lun-
cheon reservations and transportation needs, 
including rides to medical appointments. For 
all Young at Heart events including movies, call 
Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call Town 
Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 for all 
trip information.

175th Anniversary Events
Several events have been planned for the 

Andover 175th Anniversary. Offerings in-
clude: 

Thursday, May 18:  Anniversary Dedication 
Ceremony of Town Gazebo, 6-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 20: Anniversary Fun Festival, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Andover History Talk, 2-4 p.m. 

Saturday, June 3: Olde Andover Burial 
Ground Tour, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Townsend 
Cemetery Tour, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 3: Funky Monkey (OverAn-
dOver), 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Sunday, June 4: Doris Chamberlain Trail 
Hike, 9-11 a.m. 

Saturday, June 10: Congregational Church 
Garden Tours, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Andover Library 
Mural Lecture, 2-3 p.m. 

Saturday, June 17: Pollinator Garden Tour, 
9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, June 24: Finale – Andover Lake 
BBQ Beach Party, at a time to be determined. 

For more information, search for “Andover 
CT 175th Anniversary” on Facebook. 

Kentucky Derby Tea
Andover Congregational Church, 359 

Route 6, will hold a Kentucky Derby Tea 
Saturday, May 6, from 1-3 p.m. The tea will 
include an assortment of teas, a basket raffle 
and homemade delicacies.

The theme for this year’s tea is mint julip.
Admission is $10. Reservations required. 

Leave a message at the church office, 860-
742-7696, to reserve seats. 

Church Tag Sale May 20
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6, will hold a Tag Sale Saturday, May 20, from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., with a bag sale from 1-2 p.m. 

The church will accept donations for this sale 
daily from 3:30-5:30 p.m., until May 17. 

For more information, call the church at 860-
742-7696 and leave a message with your contact 
information.

Town-Wide Tag Sale 
The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale will be held 

Saturday, June 3, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; rain date is 
Sunday, June 4. 

Residents who would like to be included and 
have their address listed on the tag sale map 
should send a check for $10 payable to Town of 
Andover and mail it or bring it to: Town Clerk, 
17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232. Include a 
list of items that you will have for sale so it can 
be included on the map. Send information and 
payment so that it is received by May 31. 

Proceeds will benefit the Andover Senior 
Luncheon Program.

Cemtery Tours
As part of the 175th Anniversary events, on 

Saturday, June 3, folks will be able to tour two 
cemeteries in town. This is a free event.

Meet at Town Hall by 10:15 a.m. to board the 
bus that will travel to Olde Andover Burying 
Ground Cemetery. Lisa Brown, owner of Be-
yond the Gravestone, which has been restoring 
OABGC, will share facts about the cemetery. 
Two members of the committee will speak 
about those who founded the town and are bur-
ied there.

The second stop will be at the Townsend 
Cemetery, a more modern-day area. Sexton Rob 
Whitcomb will give a tour and speak about the 
background of the cemetery. 

Library Friends
Seek Members

The Andover Friends of the Library group is 
looking for members, as it hopes to surpass last 
year’s record high of 138.

Membership spans the January-December 
calendar year and a donation is all that is re-
quired to become a new or renewing member. 
To join the Friends or renew your membership, 
visit the library at 355 Route 6, or access the 
membership form at tinyurl.com/ymfwz6bk.

Membership can also be renewed at the Li-
brary Friends’ annual Goods and Services Auc-
tion, taking place Friday, May 19, at 6 p.m., at 
the Town Hall community room. For more in-
formation, email andoverfol@gmail.com or call 
the library at 860-742-7428.

Commission on 
Aging Vacancy

Any Andover elector interested in serving 
on the Commission on Aging for a term end-
ing June 30, 2025 should send a letter of interest 
to: Town of Andover, c/o Commission on Aging 
Vacancy, 17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232, or 
email townclerk@andoverct.org.

Vacancies on Boards, 
Commissions

Any Andover elector interested in serving 
on the following appointed town boards and 
commissions for a two-year term starting July 
1, 2023 should send a letter of interest to town-
clerk@andoverct.org:

Library Board of Directors, Farmers Market, 
Conservation Commission, Economic Devel-
opment Commission, Wetlands Commission, 
Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Norton 
Fund Commission, Memorial Day Committee 
and the Recreation Commission.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REFERENDUM
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023

The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in the Town of 
Andover are hereby warned to meet at their respective polling 
place in said Town on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 for the following 
purpose; 
To adopt the Budget for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 to June 
30, 2024.
The location of the polling place is as follows;
Community Room of the Town Office Building  - 17 School 
Road – Andover, CT
The polls will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Absentee Ballots are available in the Town Clerk’s Office for 
anyone who is eligible to vote in the Town of Andover who will 
not be able to vote in person at the polls.
Dated at Andover, Connecticut this 3rd day of May, 2023.
Carol H. Lee
Town Clerk 1TB 5/5
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People Empowering People… The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children (C3) 
recently offered UConn’s People Empowering People program. This 10-week course 
is a personal and family development program with a strong community focus. The 
program emphasizes the connection between individual and community action. 
The graduates will host a community event at the Colchester Playground on Friday, 
May 19, from 4-7 p.m., and will collect laundry detergent donations for Colchester 
Food Bank. Pictured from left are program facilitator Joy Lenares and graduates 
Natalie Holcroft, Candace Michaud, Brittany Goodwin, Robli Bell, Chelsea Long, 
Courtney Lewis and Christina Stewart.

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 7

First off, let me wish Jan Nocek best wishes 
in her retirement.

For all of my time as editor, Jan has been 
director of Portland Library. So I’ve had many 
occasions to speak with her, often about dif-
ferent upcoming events. She was always a 
pleasure to deal with – friendly, very respon-
sive, and very professional.

And she spearheaded so much at the li-
brary! Regular Rivereast readers likely noticed 
the wide variety of activities taking place at 
Portland Library. Week in and week out, it 
seemed like there was always some interesting 
stuff going on. And, as director, Jan played a 
big part in that programming.

In this week’s Rivereast, reporter Jack La-
kowsky has an interview with Jan on her re-
tirement. Be sure to look for it. 

Also this week, Laurel Steinhauser, chair of 
the Portland Library Board of Directors, has a 
very nice letter to the editor, publicly thank-
ing Jan for all her years with the library. As 
Laurel wrote, “Jan can retire confident that she 
leaves the Portland Library in excellent shape: 
beautifully renovated, well-run, and fulfilling 
its purpose as a safe haven, fostering learning, 
connection, and joy for so many in our com-
munity.”

You’ll be missed, Jan; enjoy your well-
earned retirement.

* * *
Also cause for celebration: Goodspeed Mu-

sicals turns 60 this year! 
While the iconic Goodspeed Opera House 

in East Haddam dates back to 1877, its his-
tory for its first 75 years was a little…..rough. 

According to Wikipedia, the house, built by 
local merchant and banker William Henry 
Goodspeed, was initially a venue for present-
ing plays. However, Goodspeed died in 1882, 
after which the house fell into disrepair. It was 
used for a variety of purposes in subsequent 
years, from a militia base during World War I 
to a general store and a Department of Trans-
portation storage facility.

In 1959, after the state of Connecticut con-
demned the building, a group of concerned 
citizens formed Goodspeed Musicals, pur-
chased the building from the state, and re-
stored it to its former glory. The revived the-
ater opened June 8, 1963.

Well, it’s now almost June of 2023 – and 
Goodspeed is ready to party.

All are invited to help celebrate the anniver-
sary at Goodspeed’s 60th Anniversary Gala & 
Auction on Monday, June 12. The event will 
feature a special concert by Broadway legend 
Jennifer Holliday, who rose to fame with the 
hit 1981 musical Dreamgirls, which netted 
Holliday a Tony award for Best Actress in a 
Musical. (She famously sung “And I am Tell-
ing You, I’m Not Going” in the play.

Festivities will begin with a cocktail recep-
tion at 5:30 p.m., followed by a four-course 
dinner provided by Riverhouse Catering. 
Entertainment will occur throughout the 
evening along with a Live Auction of unique 
experiences. The evening’s fundraising will be 
in support of Goodspeed’s 60th Anniversary 
with an emphasis on their support and devel-
opment of new musicals.

Bulletin Board
Sons #1 and #2 were home a while back, which always turns into an education of sorts. This 

time it started with a fairly innocuous remark by yours truly after I tripped over one of Son #2’s 
size 15 shoes he’d left lying around. He’s 6’5 or so and got the flippers to match and I’m not as 
agile as I used to be.

“Geez!” I exclaimed. “You shouldn’t leave these things lying around like that. I could fall and 
break a hip or something.”

He smiled at me. Patronizingly. 
I hate that. “You’ve got bigger feet than Bigfoot,” I added.
“Bigfoot is dead,” he replied, unmoved.
“What? No way. Says who?”
“It’s true. Bigfoot is dead,” he repeated.
Son #1 took that opportunity to pop in. Probably thought he was missing out on the reading 

of my will or something. “What’s all the excitement?” he said.
“Dad didn’t know that Bigfoot is dead,” said Son #2.
“Really? Yeah. It’s true, Dad. He was just a hoax. It was all over the news like years ago. Turns 

out there was this guy from Seattle who used to put on these wooden feet and walk around leav-
ing tracks that everybody thought was Bigfoot,” explained Son #1. “When he died, his family 
admitted he was the hoaxer.”

“Seattle,” I said. “West Coast clowns. It figures.”
“I hear the Abdominal Snowman went to the funeral,” said Son #2.
“Abominable,” I said. 
“It was a joke,” he said, injured.
“Hilarious,” I said.
“Well, he’s still dead,” remarked Son #1, checking his phone. “Bigfoot, I mean. His name was 

Ray L. Wallace and he was 84 years old. He had heart failure.”
“I thought they had a movie of Bigfoot running through the woods,” I said, a little petulantly. 

“He looks kind of like a big hairy muppet. You know, that blue one.”
“Cookie Monster,” said Son #2.
“Right. Except Bigfoot wasn’t blue. He was kind of a dirty brown.”
“A total hoax,” observed Son #1. “Just some guy in a Bigfoot suit.”
“How sad,” I remarked.
“Why is it sad?” asked Son #2, who would think absolutely nothing of barbecuing the last 

passenger pigeon on Earth while complaining that there wasn’t a second one for a really decent 
meal. 

“Because it’s one less mystery in the world. I kind of like the idea that we don’t know every-
thing … that something like Bigfoot could really exist.”

“Dad’s showing his feminine side,” observed Son #1, looking a little uncomfortable.
“They said Bigfoot smelled really bad,” chimed in Son #2 as if that were sufficient reason to 

expel the poor creature from the ranks of the living.
“Yeah, well, running around in a Bigfoot suit in August is apt to overpower even your higher 

priced deodorants,” I noted.
“Maybe there really is still a Bigfoot,” said Son #1, apparently concerned that the news about 

the hoax would send me into an emotional tailspin. “Just because somebody dressed up in a fur 
suit doesn’t mean there isn’t really a Bigfoot out in the woods someplace.”

“Naw,” I said glumly. “I think after all these years somebody would have found a dead one or 
one of them would have gotten hit by a car or something. It’s like elves or leprechauns, I guess. 
If they really existed, a dead one would turn up or the cat would drag one home or something.”

Sons #1 & #2 gave me a pitying look. 
“What?” I said.
“Geez, Dad,” said Son #1, “a leprechaun would beat the crap out of a lousy cat.” 
“No question,” added Son #2. “It wouldn’t even be a contest.”
Of course. How silly of me.
	 Jim Hallas

Open Letter to Paul Smith
Dear Superintendent Smith:

You have said so often that you care about the chil-
dren. That you provide a “foundation” for furthering 
one’s knowledge. That you instill principles that are 
meant to endure. All these lines you violated by your 
weaponizing the budget process with the threats of 
a particular high school teacher being laid off prior 
to the Town Council meeting last Tuesday evening. 
The students’ pleas were sincere and certainly heart-
wrenching. Yes, Mr. Smith, this tactic in which you 
were engaging fully worked getting them desperate 
and defenseless and asking us for forgiveness and re-
consideration.

This was truly a cowardly act. By creating the emo-
tional turmoil in the “children” and parents that you 
have believing in your guidance, knowledge and ex-
perience, you created a storm of emotional turmoil 
and distrust, condemning the leadership of this com-
munity. You encouraged the students and parents to 
speak based on falsehood, lies and deceit.

What you are doing is not caring about these chil-
dren as you profess to the parents. Last Tuesday eve-

Quilt Show Thanks
To the Editor:

The members of the Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church send a heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
attended our annual quilt show on April 29 and 30; 
exhibited your glorious quilts and supported our tea 
room and bits and pieces fabric sale! So much work 
goes into preparing for and setting up this is event, 
so it is especially meaningful and gratifying to have 
you all come to enjoy the quilts and our little church 
in the wildwood. 

With love and gratitude, 
Melissa Pionzio and all the members 

of Haddam Neck Congregational Church 

Conformity
To the Editor:

Unsurprisingly, Edmund Smith unwittingly dis-
plays his dependence on group-thinking conformity 
while absurdly projecting that onto those he’s seeking 
to ridicule.  He stupidly believes that Trump support-
ers require others to tell them what to think.  It’s peo-
ple like him who don’t know what they believe until 
their betters tell them what that is.  And then for some 
inexplicable reason, they all think they’re intellectu-
ally and morally superior to everyone else.

I haven’t watched a second of Fox News or Fox 
Business in over three years.  I saw they were aban-
doning their loyal base in order to futilely curry favor 
from leftists like Smith who will always hate them.  
Unlike Smith, I always perform my own due diligence 
on the information I seek and receive, and never take 
anything at face value.  

This so-called information age has produced 
dumber people than have ever previously lived in our 
great country.  And Smith’s disclosure of his trusted 
sources of information indicates why the students of 

ning we heard their anguish and pleas not to lay off 
the one adult they have learned to trust and probably 
love more than those at home. You used that teacher 
as your “lightening rod” and a pawn in your game. As 
a person in a leadership role, you are doing exactly 
what we abhorred in the Vietnam War. An atrocity of 
war. You are using children. Innocent ones. They are 
naively doing your dirty work. Nice going, Mr. Smith.

They spoke out magnificently, passionately and 
honestly. I admire them, one and all for their efforts. 
That was a difficult task for them. But they did it for 
this teacher, not for you, Mr. Smith.

Alison Walck – East Hampton
Note: Paul Smith is East Hampton superintendent of 

schools. Walck is a member of the East Hampton Town 
Council.
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LOG HOME
RESTORATION
Professional Log Home Care
Finishing, Refinishing & Maintenance

WE OFFER SUPERIOR
CRAFTSMANSHIP, KNOWLEDGE & SERVICE

Let those of us who served...
serve you.

Call John at 518.538.8096
Local, National & International References
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Veteran’s Painting & Restoration

Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to 
myglasspane@gmail.com and 
get info and a ballpark price.
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$924,066     

       

Age9nt Name 666�6 ���6�6666     

       

 NEW T� �ARKET !           

       

 3 APPR��E� L�TS               $676,666     

       

 ��ST LISTE� !                          $720,066     

       

NEW LISTING !                          $220,766     

       

 �N�ER C�NTRACT     

       

 �N�ER C�NTRACT              $760,066     

       

 NEW T� �ARKET !                $022,766     

       

 NEW C�NSTR�CTI�N            $6,280,666     

       

 �N�ER C�NTRACT     

       

    $�00,066      

       

$��6,666      

       

$�80,066      

       

39 �oung St, East �a#pton      

       

Parker R�, �arlborough     

       

27 �ull �ill R�, �arlborough     

       

25 Wa�s�orth St, �anchester     

       

3� �plan�s Way, Glastonbury     

       

15 Sergeant �organ R�, �a��a#     

       

97 �erek �r, Tollan�     

       

487 �oote R�, Glastonbury     

       

2�15 �ain St, Glastonbury     

       

118 South �ill �r, Glastonbury     

       

7 �eacon R�, Win�ha#     

       

Alexis �rzcinski   8�6�0�9�6�72     

       

Michelle Collins   8�6�082�4�84     

       

Jamie Bell   8�6��64�8470     

       

Corrie Brin�amour   8�6�229�4�49     

       

Annee Pasek   8�6�406�8�79     

       

Laura McConville   8�6�768�76�6     

       

Kelly Bri   8�6�770�9624     

       

Yola �eery   8�6��6���77�     

       

Kellee Smith   8�6��9��8840     

       

Peggy & Kieran �oran   8�6�908�6�04     

             Connect with us!     
       

Glaston�uryBHHSNEP     

       

Glaston�uryBHHS     

       

/     

       

© 262� An in�epen�ently operate� mem�er of BHH Ailiates. Equal Housing �pportunity.     

       

Glaston�ury  |  2906 Main St  |  8�6.���.��94     

       

Marl�orough  |  29 North Main St  |  8�6.207.0729     

       

 ��ST LISTE� !                          $797,666                

          

       

88 Stancli R�, Glastonbury     

       

Ka��i An�erson   8�6�8���2926     

       

Michelle Collins   8�6�082�4�84     

       

 �IRST �L��R IN�LAW          $280,866     

       

 �N�ER C�NTRACT               $247,666     
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Safe Boating Tips
To the Editor:

As the temperature rises and the days become lon-
ger, our minds turn to fun on the water. The following 
are brief safety and regulation reminders for boating 
at Lake Terramuggus. We hope you have a fun and 
safe summer!

Boating Actions:

Just the Facts
To the Editor:

Many residents are being misled by the way the 
Board of Education budget has been presented.

Especially, their use of the word “cuts.” So, let’s be 
clear, there will be an increase to the BOE budget!

The BOE’s original budget request was $36,400,655 

Please Run the Town
To the Editor:

Dear Officials: We’ve elected you to run our town. 
We expect good services, paved roads, public safety, 
well-maintained public spaces, contented town em-
ployees, an educational system that values students 
and teachers, and a town budget that adequately 
subsidizes all of these things. “We” being the average 
citizen. Individual citizens will always take exception 
to civic projects and department budgets. All the con-
flicting exceptions that come from individuals would 
undoubtedly make it impossible to attain an adequate 
budget and have a functioning town. 

Dear Officials: please run the town. Make your 
decisions and accept the fallout if a workable budget 
necessarily results in a mill rate increase. Listen to the 

Rebuilding Gardens
To the Editor:

In case you missed it, the gardens surrounding the 
gazebo in the center of East Hampton village have dis-
appeared! The Belltown Garden Club of East Hamp-
ton is funding a project to rebuild those gardens and 
we have currently completed Phase 1. This could not 
have happened without the dedication and generosity 
of our town’s DPW, Parks and Rec, club members and 
Paul’s and Sandy’s Too! Thank you all! 

Stay tuned for future project developments that 
will ultimately bloom in the village.

Susan Hewes, Project Director
Belltown Garden Club of East Hampton

Debt Ceiling
To the Editor:

We had to raise the debt ceiling three times under 
Trump.  He gave a huge tax cut ($1.5T) to the rich and 
corporations. 

“For context, roughly 25% of our total national 
debt incurred over the last 230 years actually oc-
curred during the four years of the Trump adminis-
tration.  That’s right, 25% of our entire national debt, 
all during the Trump years.” – David Jolly, former 
member of Congress.  Trump’s national debt amount 
verified by Newsweek, ProPublica, USA Today, Busi-
ness Insider

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

people like him are the lowest performing students 
in the developed world.  One of his trusted sources is 
Scientific American, one of the most pathetic excuses 
for science you can find. 

The never-ending fear-mongering from leftists, 
especially in education, has produced a pandemic of 
mental illness among our most impressionable young 
students.  They’re told the scam of climate change is 
going to kill them, their country’s political and eco-
nomic systems are evil, and that their parents are not 
to be trusted.  They are obscenely driven to question 
whether they’re actually the gender to which they 
were born, as if that is some arbitrary assignment that 
can be changed.

Leftist Democrats are the most destructive and 
devastating forces in the world.

Sam Prentice – Andover

department heads and experts called upon to advise 
on financial matters. You can’t please everyone, so 
don’t try. Run the town as it should be run to achieve 
the most good, not to achieve the least friction from 
factions. You were elected in part because of your 
ideas and promises. Act on those and don’t call it the 
will of the people. In a good election year, maybe a 
quarter of the citizens voted for you; your cronies 
and politically aligned folks voted for you. That is not 
“the will of the people.” The rest of us are citizens too. 
Work for us. Run the town for all of us. If you do a 
good job, you will be re-elected. If not... well the next 
person will perhaps try harder.

John Barnowski – Colchester

– a 6.21 % increase over last year.
After review, Finance recommended they receive 

$35,608,655 – a 3.9% increase over last year.
On top of that, Finance has approved $707,925 for 

BOE in the capital budget. Of that, $403,600 is slated 
to support new technology.

Additionally, a $2 million roof will be constructed 
at the Middle School this year.

Sadly, on top of all this, the BOE currently has a 
projected deficit of more than $500,000.

Does this seem like “cuts” to you?
Mark Philhower

East Hampton Town Council Chairman

See Letters, page 6

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Sign up for Spring & Fall
to receive a 20% discount!
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT3-16-23

Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

CIT3-16-23

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 5/31/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 5/31/23. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering 

On-Line Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

· Notify someone of your intended schedule and 
when you expect to return.

· Drain all water from your boat and bilge before 
entering the lake to prevent the spread of invasive 
plants and animals.

· Inspect your boat, trailer, and equipment for inva-
sive plants and animals.

Boating Checklist:
· Current boat registration, trailer registration, and 

CT safe boating certificate.
· Personal flotation devices in good condition for 

each passenger.
· Fire extinguishers which are fully charged and 

operable.
· Paddle in case of motor problems.
· Well-stocked first aid kit.
· Dedicated tool/repair kit with spare spark plugs, 

fuses, and bulbs.
· Proper signaling devices (day, night, visual and 

audio).
· A Marlborough town parking pass – required 

when parking at the lake.
· Gas motors in excess of 3.3hp are prohibited at 

the lake.
Dan Dupre, Chairman

Marlborough Lake Advisory Commission

Befuddled Biden Boosters
To the Editor:

Instead of reciprocating in kind by gleefully bash-
ing Rivereast’s Biden boosters, as was done last week 
with the broadside of ad hominems leveled at so-
called “Rivereast Trumpists” by the biggest of Biden 
boosters, readers would be better served if the basher 
and his ilk addressed the implications to national se-
curity of the reality of Biden’s (un)fitness for office; his 
cognitive and physical impairments.

Examples of the latter were captured in TV news 
clips of the two occasions when Biden fell when as-
cending the stairs to board Air Force One; news clips 
that the Biden-biased media avoided.  The few that 
did air the falls blamed “the wind” for the first inci-
dent.  Other Biden-media-withheld instances include 

clips of a confused and befuddled Biden groping his 
way on podiums after speaking.

The most recent indication of cognitive impair-
ment was Biden’s announcing his run for president 
via video. Biden and his handlers played it safe by opt-
ing for the video, a first-in-the-annals of presidential 
politics, to avoid risking the inevitable, extemporane-
ous, in-person gaffes. The public is left to speculate on 
how many video retakes were required to get the job 
done.  Can the video be a harbinger of another stay-
at-home Biden presidential campaign?

Peter Kushkowski
“Almost Heaven”

Portland

It’s Your Decision!
To the Editor:

The BOE has one interest only and that is the edu-
cation of East Hampton students. That is their job!

However, BOF and Town Council must provide for 
the health, safety and education of ALL residents.

Hard choices need to be made at all levels in East 

Hampton. And borrowing from the general fund to 
pay off poor budgeting practices is not the answer. We 
cannot risk lowering our bond rating and losing our 
ability to fund municipal projects.

And, if the state succeeds, your property assess-
ment will be going from 70% to 75% – a 5% increase 
in your taxable property!

We should all take the time to understand what is 
at stake and how much money will be coming out of 
our wallets. Hard times call for difficult choices.

Make the right one for you and your family.
Deborah Cunningham – East Hampton

Note: Cunningham is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Board of Finance but is speaking as an individual.

Seeds of Hope Thanks
To the Editor:

Saturday, April 29, was the sixth annual Seeds of 
Hope 5K, 10K, walk to raise funds for our yearly 
Mission Trip. We would like to thank our sponsors, 
supporters and anyone who ran or walked…you all 
help us to spread “Seeds of Hope”: DATTCO, Spencer 
Funeral Home, Jackie Hooper-Hage, Dave Shulman, 
Carl Guild, Attorney Ken Barber, VALAN, AirLine 
Cycles, The Jasenski Family, Rick & Jill Walker and 
Royal Oaks Laser Engraving, LLC

Lisa Aarrestad
Fundraising Coordinator

Seeds of Hope- Congregational Church
of East Hampton

Hayes, Egan Must Resign
To the Editor:

Good Day, town of Colchester.
I am writing this letter with a heavy heart. It has 

become clear that as an elected citizen to the Board of 
Finance, I have a very big responsibility to do what I 
was elected to do.

Some of these responsibilities include:
Being a team player, working with everyone on the 

board.
Members of both parties showing respect for each 

other, putting personal attitudes and beliefs aside.
Not undercutting the other board members.
These responsibilities do not include the following:
Sending out false statements that we know are false 

to hurt the town, employees, or elected officials.
Putting forth a school budget that was done by one 

person.
Throwing a temper tantrum and storming out of 

a meeting.
Unfortunately, I have seen all the above occur by 

two Democrats, Michael Hayes and Michael Egan, on 
April 25th.

I am asking for their immediate resignation, 
as they are putting their own agendas ahead of the 
townspeople that voted for them.

This must be done for the good of this town.
Please support your town with this uncomfortable, 

but necessary move.
John Thomas – Colchester

Note: Thomas is a member of the Colchester Board 
of Finance, but is speaking as an individual.

No Apology?
To the Editor:

State and federal leaders love that a small town in 
Connecticut is battling over an education budget. 
They love that instead of banding together to demand 
that they right their wrongs when it comes to un-
derfunded rural districts, we’re staying busy fighting 
amongst ourselves, while the young learners in our 
district deal with the fallout. Despite a Board of Fi-
nance member declaring the budget cut as a way of 
“sticking it to the state” (I’m paraphrasing), this has 
done quite the opposite. 

Speaking of fighting, Town Council took a lot of 
heat at their last meeting, which arguably should have 
been more directed at the Board of Finance (the ones 
who actually made the cut – so far). I’m hopeful that 
our elected council will do the right thing this year. 
In the meantime, our community won’t soon forget 
that when a member of the Board of Finance asked 
not once, but twice, “Why aren’t teachers doing their 
jobs?” not one member aligned with his party de-
nounced that statement. Teacher Appreciation Week 
is coming up, and I can’t think of a better way to ex-
press gratitude to our hard-working teachers than for 
a public apology to be offered for the appalling impli-
cation that teachers aren’t doing their jobs. 

Teaching is a calling. Our teachers answer to in-
creasing demands with great passion for what they 
do. Their work deserves to be celebrated. 

Christina Tammaro-Dzagan
East Hampton

Note: Tammaro-Dzagan is chair of the East Hamp-
ton Board of Education, but said she is speaking as an 
individual. 

More Spending Coming!
Dear Colchester Residents:

I warned in November 2021, before the referen-
dum, completing the proposed new senior center 
would cost substantially more than $9.5 million. In 
November 2022, the Building Committee reported a 
cost overage of $976,000. Now it’s $1.5 million. Don’t 
be fooled thinking it’ll end there.

I attended a SCBC meeting on April 11 and learned 
they hadn’t researched whether or not the new SC 
property is located in the historic district (it’s not). 
They also didn’t bother to notice that it’s located in an 
aquifer protection area and a land conservation area 
identified as prime farmland soils (i.e., wetland soils). 
The most disconcerting issue, however, is that when 
the property was cleared, they discovered a significant 
amount of water drains onto the property, and they 
have no idea why or how to fix it (that extra $1.5 mil-
lion doesn’t include fixing this issue). Researching the 
property details during the meeting, I quickly discov-

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE5-5-23

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials

47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

$495 & up

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 5/5 “No Shame”
Friday, 5/12 “Screamin’ Eagles”

Friday, 5/19 “A Frame” May Birthday Celebration
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
Over the past 60 years, Goodspeed has 

seen 21 musicals move on to Broadway, 
including Man of La Mancha, Shenandoah 
and one of my personal favorites – Annie.

Goodspeed was also the first theatre in 
the nation to receive two Tony Awards for 
outstanding achievement in musical theatre. 

So it’s indeed a glorious history to cel-
ebrate. The night sounds like fun. Tickets 
and tables for the Gala & Auction may be 
purchased by contacting Mary Miko at 
mmiko@goodspeed.org or 860-615-0368 as 
well as online at goodspeed.org/gala.

* * *
See you next week.

Pet Parade Coming!
To the Editor:

As you may already be aware, the annual Kentucky 
Derby will be held Saturday, May 6. In celebration of 
this special day, we are having the first Kentucky Der-
by Pet Parade right here in Portland. It will be held on 
the Town Green, located next to the Waverly Senior 
Center, with registrations starting at 9 a.m.  The pa-
rade will start at 10:30 a.m. The registration fees will 
be $5 per pet or $10 for your whole family of pets. All 
entrees will receive a prize. This event is sponsored by 
the Portland Democratic Town Committee.

Hope to see you there, along with your favorite 
pets in their finest outfits and derby hats!

Thank you,
Susan Bransfield – Portland

Taking Credit
To the Editor:

Andreas Bisbikos spends a lot of time taking credit 
for barely started projects he has little to do with.

Last week, Bisbikos got a vote of approval to spend 
money to fix the fields. However, his latest social me-
dia posts make it sound like the town already finished 
the project and he did all the work himself.

Multiple boards, experts, and volunteers have been 
working on how to fix the fields for at least a decade. 
Detailed plans were available; all the town needed was 
money.

As a member of the Board of Finance, Bisbikos was 
against providing the money for field improvements 
in two previous budgets. When “free” COVID money 
was available, Bisbikos prevented the money from be-
ing used.

After being in office for a year and a half, he’s finally 
gotten around to using free money to start plans the 
town already had. He could have advocated funding 
field repairs more than four years ago. Instead, he left 
the fields in terrible condition until he could take full 
credit for barely getting started.

John Farrell – Colchester

Students Outshone Adults
To the Editor:

I watched with dismay the April 25th Town Coun-
cil meeting.

I was disappointed in the adults who spoke – in-
cluding some members of the Board of Ed.

I heard the adults use name-calling, heckling, and 
employing bullying tactics to support their opinions. 
As I listened, I was thinking I now know where bully-
ing is taught. It starts at home.

I was, however, heartened by the students who 
spoke! They were respectful. They did not find it nec-
essary to support their opinion with name-calling, 
threatening or bullying. Their emotions were high but 
they handled them gracefully and stated their opinion 
eloquently.

I hope the adults take a lesson from the students. 
Differences of opinion can and should be shared. 
They were able to do so with respect, consideration 
and language suited to the topic as opposed to name 
calling. That’s democracy at its best!

Bridget McLennan – East Hampton
Note: McLennan is chair of the East Hampton Board 

of Finance but said she is speaking as an individual.

ered why. A 1959 highway right-of-way map shows 
a drainage pipe running under Lebanon Avenue di-
rectly onto the property – something else they missed 
investigating.

Researching the property history also shows that in 
1960 an earlier subdivision plan for this property was 
canceled because it was found to be too wet (shock-
er)! However, the construction of the houses on Louis 
Lane continued as planned, and water drains from 
three of them onto the abutting SC property. SCBC 
members indicated during their meeting it’s the re-
sponsibility of those homeowners to address that.

More spending ensues. The building plan doesn’t 
include the fill required to stabilize the ground for the 
massive 16,750 sq. ft. building footprint (actual usable 
space is 14,650 sq. ft.). Additionally, there’s been no 
mention of the operational budget increase necessary 
for the beyond triple-sized facility. So, be warned – 
additional funding requests are imminent!

With concern,
DeAva Lambert – Colchester

Responsibility
To the Editor:

Richmond, Ind., April 11, 2023. Tacoma, Wash., 
April 9, 2023. Philadelphia, Pa., March 27, 2023. Eagle 
Mountain, Utah, March 6, 2023. Flint, Mich., Feb. 10, 
2023. East Palestine, Ohio, Feb. 7, 2023. Newtown, 
Oct. 31, 2022. Ridgewood, N.J., Oct. 26, 2022. New 
Milford, Oct. 3, 2022. Unity, Maine, April 11, 2022. 
Putnam, March 22, 2022. Tolland, March 21, 2022. 
Lake Michigan, Feb. 25, 2022. Cheshire, Feb. 13, 2022. 
Katherine Loy, DEEP – NBC CT Aug. 4, 2021.

Water pollution doesn’t remain stationary, it trav-
els, often miles, from the point of contamination 
through soils and right into domestic water supplies. 
Those soaked soils are now contaminated as well. Any 
food grown there will, surly, absorb the chemicals.

Pollution problems come to our attention in news 

Emperor Has No Clothes
To the Editor:

As someone who harmed his own potential politi-
cal future by leaving the Republican Party in order to 
get away from tribal party politics, I am greatly disap-
pointed with my colleagues on the left-hand side of 
the aisle. It has become clear that all their claims of 
“it’s not political” are nothing but hollow platitudes 
and lip service.

You’d think all parties could agree that elected of-
ficials should not storm out of board meetings yell-
ing obscenities, nor should they approach citizens 
in public and shout expletives at them. Mike Egan, 
a Democrat member of the Board of Finance (BOF), 
did exactly that during the April 25th BOF meeting.

For over a year, Democratic leaders in town com-
plained about the first selectman using the newspaper 
to politicize town business. I agreed and I urged my 
fellow selectmen to take action to prevent it from con-

Contradictions, Conspiracies
To the Editor:

Another week, another amusing round of half-
baked contradictions, and conspiracies. Includ-
ing one comical antidote from Ed Kozlowski, who 
somehow managed to contradict his own argument 
regarding the difference between Republicans inabil-
ity to hold Trump accountable for allegations of rape, 
sexual abuse, and porn stars with the Democratic 
party’s commitment to hold Anthony Weiner, John 
Edwards, Al Franken and Eliot Spitzer accountable.

Colin McNamara reminded readers of his obses-
sive Christian nationalist conspiracies. Claiming that 
Trump was taken out of context when he uttered, 
“I just want to find 11,780 votes, which is one more 
than we have.” Coincidentally, the exact number re-
quired to steal the vote in Georgia. Colin also went on 
to illustrate his tenuous grasp of reason by asserting 
that Trump isn’t a Nazi sympathizer. Despite having 
hosted white nationalist and Holocaust denier Nick 
Fuentes at his Florida country club.

The truth is, MAGA Republicans are being ma-
nipulated with manufactured fears of Socialism, ty-
rannical government, immigrants, minorities, guns 
and religion. Worse, they believe Trump is the answer 
to their imaginary problems. In reality, corporations, 

Abuse of Power
To the Editor:

The first selectman continues to abuse his power to 
attack and intimidate elected officials who are Demo-
crats for political gain. His most recent strategy is to 
publicly misrepresent facts and threaten investiga-
tions against the tax collector and town clerk. 

In recent weeks, the first selectman has publicly 
questioned the town clerk’s attendance at a profes-
sional conference and the reasonable costs associated 
with it. And at a recent Board of Selectmen meeting, 
he interrogated the tax collector about mileage reim-
bursement requests for mileage put onto her personal 
vehicle while traveling to collect outstanding taxes on 
behalf of the Town of Colchester. In both cases, he 
alluded that the elected officials were acting unprofes-

Civility Matters
Dear Colchester Residents:

As part of my campaign to “bring Colchester to-
gether” I’m trying to talk to as many folks around 
town as I can about the issues we’re facing as a com-
munity. I want to share one of the biggest themes I’ve 
been hearing from neighbors:

Civility matters and we need to remember that we 
are neighbors sharing one community.

We all need to do some self-reflection about what 
it will take to change the tone in Colchester and bring 
civility back to our town government. Something I’ve 
learned from working in public service (and from life 
in general) is that we can’t control what other people 
may say or do, but we can control how we respond 
to it.

In public service, sometimes people are going to 
say things to you that you don’t like or don’t agree 
with. Sometimes people will be angry, but meeting 
anger with more anger doesn’t fix the problem – it just 
escalates the situation. In both my professional work 
and my volunteer service, I always try to understand 
where others are coming from. I won’t let misinfor-
mation go unanswered, but I try to communicate 
calmly and clearly and to keep in mind that I am not 
always going to be right.

Sometimes the intensity of our disagreements in 
Colchester gets fueled by misunderstanding each 
other. It’s important for all of us to try to understand 
where each other are coming from as neighbors and 
to look for opportunities to cooperate.

I believe it is the responsibility of the first select-
man to set a positive example for how to conduct 
town business. Leadership can be firm without being 
disrespectful. That’s how I plan to lead Colchester and 
that’s why I’m in this race.

Bernie Dennler – Colchester
Candidate for First Selectman

Who’s Really In Charge?
To the Editor:

Does the Board of Education really support the su-
perintendent’s list of possible cuts which are primarily 
classroom teachers???

At the last BOE meeting some members (from 
both parties) requested the superintendent create a 
“menu” of alternative ways they could save money.

Members of the Board of Finance and Town Coun-
cil do not support cutting classroom teachers. In fact, 
the Board of Finance has proposed an increase of $1.2 
million for the Board of Education.

Remember, the superintendent reports to the 
Board of Education – not the other way around!

The Board of Finance and Town Council have no 
say in how the BOE chooses to spend their money. 
Only they do.

Hold them accountable!
Eric Peterson – East Hampton

Boy Scout Thank You
To the Editor:

Boy Scout Troop 72 had a very successful “Fi-
nancial Records Shredding Project” on April 22. We 
would like to thank all the people we saw during our 
event for their support. The scouts also had many re-
quests to do another shedding project. We will cer-
tainly think about doing it again. 

Start collecting your financial and personal records 
for another project in April or May 2024.

Al Letendre
Unit Commissioner
Boy Scout Troop 72

billionaires and Faux News are using Trump to dis-
tract MAGA Republicans from the truth. Not because 
it might hurt their feelings, but because the truth 
might provoke them to make choices which no longer 
serve the interests of corporations and billionaires.

One of the strangest transformations in history 
has to be the metamorphosis of Jesus from humble 
servant of the abject poor to a Conservative symbol 
that stands for guns, intolerance, war and the endless 
pursuit of wealth. History will reflect on a people who 
willingly sacrificed their democracy for Christofa-
cism, and are convinced they’re being persecuted 
because of their Christian values. In truth they are 
not being persecuted for worshipping Jesus; they are 
simply being held accountable for not acting like him.

Joe Stevens – Hebron

clips rarely to be heard of again. Meanwhile, millions 
will be dealing with these complex and, often health 
threatening, issues for years to come. These stories 
back up concerns about development on watersheds, 
especially those feeding private wells and aquifers. 
This is why Paul Tonko of New Jersey and the EPA are 
advancing watershed protection through land con-
servation. June 2022.

What does pollution have to do with citizens? Ev-
erything. As U.S. citizens we’re beholden to our land 
and water, not our politicians or corporations. Politi-
cians and CEOs are people and, like us, they come 
and go. But our soil remains. Right now we are leav-
ing the next generations debt, polluted water and 
polluted soils, most of which is permanent. Some of 
it, like PFOAs and PFOSs, are forever chemicals and 
carcinogens. As for sodium chloride…“You can now 
think of chloride as a permanent pollutant in the wa-
ter. Once it’s there, there is very little opportunity to 
treat it.” -Christie Alwin. Michigan Dept. Environ-
mental Great Lakes and Energy. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

tinuing, something they chose not to do. At the same 
April 25th BOF meeting, Democratic member Mike 
Hayes lied about, and eventually admitted to, leaking 
an email full of misinformation about a town employ-
ee to the newspaper in order to attack the department 
and the first selectman (his words, not mine).

Democratic leaders are deafeningly silent about 
the behavior of Mr. Egan and Mr. Hayes. In fact, 
when is the last time a Democratic leader in Colches-
ter publicly questioned, let alone disagreed with, the 
decisions or actions by a member of their own party? 
Tribalism rules the roost of politics. While I don’t ex-
pect anyone else to go to the same choice I did, I do 
expect them to not pretend to be something they’re 
not. That should be a rather low bar for any principled 
person. 

Democratic leaders in Colchester are not above the 
politics or the chaos – they are willing participants.

Jason LaChapelle – Colchester
Note: LaChapelle is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Selectmen, but said he is speaking as an in-
dividual.

See Letters, page 8
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Lunch – happy hour
Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester
860-531-9160

www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —
Live Music Friday & Saturday

PATIO
NOW OPEN!
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sionally and attempted to embarrass them. Since then 
he has told department heads that all training, associ-
ated costs, and mileage must be cleared through him 
before they occur.  

Also, in both cases, the First Selectman publicly 
said that he is “conducting investigations” to “get to 
the bottom” of these incidents. As per the charter,  
Article IV, Section C-405, the Board of Selectman is 
the only body with the authority to, “to investigate 
any and all Town Departments, Elected Officials, 
Appointed Officials, Elected Boards and Appointed 
Boards for such purposes as they shall deem neces-
sary.” The first selectman does not have any power to 
investigate at his own free will independently.  

The only unprofessional behavior here is on the 
part of the first selectman. Elected officials who are 
employees of the town do not deserve to be subject 
to workplace bullying that is carried out on a public 
forum with the intent to undermine and intimidate 
prior to an election. 

Sincerely,
Monica C. Swyden, Chair

Colchester Democratic Town Committee

Rare Breeds
To the Editor:

Ed Smith, what do you get when you cross a 
squawking parrot repeating whatever it hears and an 
ostrich sticking its head in the sand, hearing and see-
ing nothing?

Thank you for honorably mentioning me in your 
last letter. Not really a Trumpist, but a realist. Not at 
any loss where to go for anyone’s opinion; can cer-
tainly form my own – not sure about you? Parrot, if 
Fox is a proven propaganda tool of Rupert, then are 
the minion media you mention the propaganda tool 
of the Democratic Party?

The same Democratic Party who weaponized FBI, 
DOJ and IRS to go after its enemies, sort of neo-Na-
zish isn’t it?

Please tell us more about those Democratic poli-
cies that are actually helping our lives? You mean fail-
ing banks, inflation and future recession, crime surge, 
southern border being closed, foreign policy?

Fox got rid of spirit guide Tucker; what happened 
to CNN’s Don Lemon and Chris Cuomo? What’s your 
point?

Who’s being duped by those multiple “journalist 
awards for excellence winning” news outlets? Awards 
given to them by those who completely agree with 
what they report.

Portland Library Director Retiring
To the Editor:

Today, Friday, May 5, marks Janet Nocek’s last day 
as director of Portland Library, after a remarkable 
20 years of service. This is a milestone, and a career, 
deserving of celebration. On behalf of the Portland 
Library Board of Directors, I would like to thank Jan 
for her dedication to the Portland Library and the im-
mense contribution she has made to our community. 

Under Jan’s thoughtful leadership, the Portland Li-
brary has been a hub of community activity. Jan has 
built deep and meaningful connections between the 
Portland Library and other town departments and 
organizations. These relationships and collaborations 
have given rise to a richer and more diverse array of 
programs, services, learning opportunities, and cul-
tural events for the Portland community. Jan’s com-
mitment to equity and intellectual freedom have fu-
eled her work to ensure the library is accessible and 
meets the diverse needs of our patrons. Throughout 
her career, Jan has prioritized staying abreast of li-
brary trends, carefully navigating the shift from print 
media to digital media, advocating at the state level 
to make digital resources affordable for libraries, and 
working to advance digital equity in Portland. Jan can 
retire confident that she leaves the Portland Library in 
excellent shape: beautifully renovated, well-run, and 
fulfilling its purpose as a safe haven, fostering learn-
ing, connection, and joy for so many in our commu-
nity.

Jan, you have your community’s, and this board’s, 
deepest gratitude for all that you have done to further 
the services and reach of the library. It has been an 
honor and a delight to get to know you, to learn from 
you, and to support you in your service to the library. 
Wishing you plenty of travel and gardening in your 
retirement, and at least a solid week of rest before 
you’re onto the next adventure!

With gratitude,
Laurel Steinhauser, Chair 

Portland Library Board of Directors

Cemetery Tours
To the Editor:
As part of the 175th Anniversary events, on Sat-

urday, June 3, the Olde Andover Burying Ground 
cemetery (OABGC) and the Townsend Cemetery will 
give free tours. Meet at the town hall by 10:15 a.m. to 
board the bus. No reservations needed. First stop is 
the OABGC, where you will be greeted by members of 
the committee and guest speaker Lisa Brown, owner 
of the Beyond the Gravestone company who repairs 
and restores old stones. She has done a fantastic job at 
the OABGC and will speak about different methods 
used and other interesting facts about the restoration 
of stones. Two committee members will also speak 
about some of those who founded our town. 

Then the bus will travel to the Townsend Cemetery 
to meet our sexton, Rob Whitcomb, who will talk to 
people about the background of the creation of our 
more modern-day Townsend Cemetery. 

This is an exciting free tour you will not want to 
miss. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Joan Foran and Cathy Palazzi

175th Anniversary Members, Andover

Shameful
To the Editor:

What a shameful display by the Town Council. 
Would it have been that difficult to share your feel-
ings with the people who got you elected and took 
the time out of their schedules to share their feelings 
with you? Or perhaps simply treat them with dignity 
instead of like they are the enemy? 

Board of Finance, everyone is waiting for your 
public apology about Mr. Brown’s comments also.  It’s 
not too late. 

To simplify things, I’ll leave you with this.  The TC 
asked the BOE to present a budget with no more than 
2% increases in “wants.” We gave you 0%. The TC’s 
own mission statement asked to “maintain current 
services.” The BOF spit on that and knowingly voted 
to lay off five staff members and more services beyond 
that. 

A citizen quoted the great Dr. King at the last meet-
ing. “It’s always the right time to do the right thing.” 
It’s not too late, TC and BOF. Swallow your pride, keep 
that ego at bay, and make this right for our communi-
ty. Let’s join together and demand the state Capitol do 
the same and give us the funding we desperately need, 
but in the meantime, we have to remember what is 
within our own sphere of influence while taking care 
of our house, our town, East Hampton. 

Respectfully,
Michael Buck – East Hampton

Note: Buck is a member of the East Hampton Board 
of Education but said he is writing as an individual. 

Artificial Intelligence
To the Editor:

Those suffering angst from Trumpublican failures 
to dwell in reality ought to consider an even more 
disconcerting possibility. Dr. Hinton, the ’godfather’ 
of artificial intelligence, just left Google and joined a 
growing number of AI critics, warning of a potential 
future where truth is indiscernible. Already AI pro-
grams have produced convincing photos, videos and 
newscasts that tricked humans. Before long it will be 
impossible to tell real from fake. 

How should we prepare? Perhaps we could hang 
on to our old Encyclopedia Britannicas and ‘clas-
sics’ to fact check against future misinformation.  We 
might lessen our electronics usage and engage with 
the real, natural world.  Hike and learn the names and 
habits of the flora and fauna around us.  Collect wild 
berries to eat.  Visit friends and families more. Play 
board games together.  Worst case scenario, if intel-
ligent AI robots ever do start to take over, maybe a 
solar super flare, far stronger than even the 1859 
Carrington Event would arrive in the nick of time to 
crush that rebellion. 

On the positive side, who wouldn’t love to see 
NASA or ESA build intelligent robotic space explor-
ers to venture to the planets and moons to send back 
epic views and new discoveries? A video trip through 
Valles Marineris, double the size of Earth’s Grand 
Canyon. Or sailing Titan’s seas and canoeing its riv-
ers? Investigating Europa ice fractures and submerg-
ing under the ice to see if life thrives there in water 
oceans more vast than Earth’s.  No matter, in time, if 
we don’t destroy ourselves first, the Sun will fry and 
eventually consume Earth.  Perhaps our intelligent 
robots might then carry our story forward to other 
solar systems. 

To meet up with other robotic intelligences and 
add humanities history, music, literature – all our 
knowledge, to the ‘Encyclopedia Galactica’ that Carl 
Sagan envisioned.

Edmund Smith – Andover

Community Shines, Council Flops
To the Editor:

The battle over the East Hampton budget is prov-
ing to be a Tale of Two Belltowns. One side is showing 
the absolute best of this community. The other… not 
so much.

Last week’s Town Council meeting was equal parts 
inspiring and infuriating. The heart of the commu-
nity shone brightly, with passionate speakers detailing 
what proposed budget cuts would do to the quality 
of life in East Hampton. Students spoke eloquently 
about their needs and how their teachers make their 
lives better. Parents explained how education drew 
them to town and how their kids have been better for 
the experience given to them.

Not to be outdone, East Hampton teachers showed 
up in solidarity, describing the work and love they put 

Campaign of Disinformation
Dear Colchester Residents:

Two weeks ago, the Board of Education sent an 
email to all members of the Board of Selectmen and 
Board of Finance claiming that the finance direc-
tor had failed to transfer funds needed to pay their 
employees. The BOE failed to review that the trans-
fers cleared five hours prior to sending their email. 
The finance director even provided everyone with a 
screenshot proving a successful transfer took place. 
Regrettably, the Rivereast forgot that “investigative re-
porting” includes verifying the facts/documents and 
chose the lazy path of running a non-story defaming 
our finance director’s good name.

Mike Hayes, Democratic BOF member, initially 
denied, but later admitted forwarding the email chain 
to the press to inflame them into printing a story 
damaging the finance director and myself. This was 
all recorded at the April 25th Board of Finance meet-
ing where Mr. Hayes originally denied involvement 
but later confessed. In my opinion, Mr. Hayes should 
resign.

Mike Egan, Democratic BOF member, stormed out 
of the same meeting shouting an expletive. Moments 
later he confronted BOS member Jason LaChapelle, 

Budget Referendum
To the Editor:

Monday, May 8, is the budget referendum vote 
here in Portland. Registered voters, as well as Port-
land property owners, may cast their ballots on the 
2023-24 annual budget in person, from 6 a.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Middle School, located at 93 High St. The 
selectmen – John Dillon, Mike Hernandez, Bobby 
Hetrick, Shaun Manning, Mike Pelton, Ralph Zam-
pano and myself – worked together on a bi-partisan 
basis and unanimously voted to send this budget to 
the voters. Total government expenditures increase 
by 3.35%. The entire budget is available for review at 
the Portland Library, the Town Clerk’s office or online 
at www.portlandct.org/budgets.

My sincere appreciation goes to each selectman. 
Thank you for your leadership, and all that you do for 
Portland.

Sincerely,
Ryan J. Curley

Portland First Selectman

Senior Center Needs Help!
To the Editor:

In her 2024 budget proposal, East Hampton Senior 
Center director Jo Ann Ewing requested a full-time 
position be added to Senior Center staff to signifi-
cantly improve service consistency and outreach ca-
pabilities. Ms. Ewing’s 2024 budget was included in 
the town manager’s budget, and submitted to the East 
Hampton Board of Finance.

The Board of Finance has refused to authorize the 
senior center full-time position. Given Ms. Ewing’s 
comprehensive justification of need, the Board of Fi-
nance appears to be less than committed to improv-
ing the quality of life of East Hampton’s older citizens.

Ms. Ewing’s staff consists of two part-time employ-
ees and a Senior Center van driver. In spite of their 
dedication, the very nature of a part-time staff con-
tributes to incomplete communication, uneven pro-
gram continuity, and service disruptions. Education 
and health programs, trips and events are all limited 
by the current staffing level.

The Town Council can restore the full-time po-
sition to the Senior Center 2024 budget by shifting 
money within its total budget. You can encourage the 
Council to do that with a simple email saying that you 
support the full-time position. Send your email im-
mediately to budget@EastHamptonCT.gov – it must 
be received before Tuesday, May 9, to ensure effec-
tiveness!

The East Hampton Commission on Aging has 
pledged unqualified support for a full-time Senior 
Center position. We hope that you will, too!

Eric Rosenberg, MD
Chair, East Hampton Commission on Aging

Why No Mow
To the Editor:

Why mow less in the spring?
The start of the growing season is a critical time for 

hungry, newly emerged native bees. Floral resources 
may be hard to find, by allowing lawns to grow lon-
ger, and letting flowers bloom, your lawn can provide 
nectar and pollen to help your bee neighbors thrive. 
Dandelions, clover, and the common blue violet start 
to bloom in the spring and can add some diversity to 
your lawn. Another benefit of this campaign is that 
lawn mowers, unless they’re electric lawn mowers, 
use gasoline, which contributes to air pollution.

Another key principle of No Mow May is forgo-
ing the use of fertilizers, herbicides, or pesticides for 
the month. Pesticides, for example, have been found 
by scientists to be a factor in the decline of honey-
bee colonies in both North America and in Europe.  
The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that 
one-third of the water U.S. households use every year 
goes to landscape irrigation. That’s nearly nine billion 
gallons each day! You can help reduce that number 
by taking part in the No Mow May campaign. So, if 
you’re not spending your time mowing, watering or 
spreading chemicals on your lawn in May, you’ll have 
more time to do other things!  Maybe just sit back 
and watch the grass grow...imagine that!  Lawn signs 
are available for a $10 donation, Contact Michele at 
sinkezmichele@gmail.com to arrange pick-up.

Michele Sinkez
Hebron Pollinator Pathway

Onward Hebron!
To the Editor:

I am grateful for the outpouring of support in the 
efforts to promote a responsible budget and the pres-
ervation of Hebron’s environment and history. I am 
writing this on the morning of May 2nd and the vot-
ing on the budget referendum is underway. Regard-
less of the outcome of the vote, I remain dedicated 
to work towards a Hebron that lives up to its moto, 
“Historic Charm, With a Vision for the Future.”

We are so fortunate to live in a town such a vibrant, 
bold and inspirational history. From the deposits of 
important glacial soil left 20,000 years ago to the mys-
terious lives of ancient Paleo-Indians, from the Sa-
chem Attawanhood’s gift to our earliest colonial set-
tlers to the construction of distinctive stone walls that 
protect that important glacial agricultural soil, from 
the dozens of unknown enslaved African Americans 
to the high-profile rescue of Cesar Peters Sr. and his 
family, from the development of the first saw mills 
and grist mills to the founding of the Turner Silk Mill 
and the increase of European immigrants, from the 
economic boon that followed World War I to the sub-
urban development that followed World War II, we 
have so much “Historic Charm” to celebrate.

However, as we celebrate this charm, Hebron needs 
to move forward carefully, creating a “Vision for the 
Future” that places our cherished natural resources at 
the top of all priorities. Clean water is vital to all life 
and our very existence as a community. As we count 
the votes cast on May 2nd, it is the responsibility of 
our Town Leaders and every Hebron resident to pro-
tect this finite resource. No matter if your vote wins or 
loses, please join the efforts to protect our history and 
environment. For more information, please visit Save 
Hebron Center on Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Media who feed questions for a president who 
needs flash cards with peoples’ pictures, their name 
phonetically spelled out, the question and answer. 
That’s embarrassing! Don’t need Fox to form an opin-
ion on that! The president who stated “there is no 
such thing as someone else’s child; our nation’s chil-
dren are all our children”? Joe and Jill don’t even rec-
ognize their own 4-year-old illegitimate granddaugh-
ter Hunter has with a stripper and doesn’t want to pay 
child support for? Imagine if that were a Trump?

Billionaires, you mean Bezos, Zuckerberg and So-
ros who race to pay their fair share of taxes and give of 
their wealth. How is it politicians like Biden, Obama 
and Clinton are as rich as they are, just from being 
politicians?

Michael Chotkowski – Marlborough

into their jobs that goes far beyond what’s required of 
them. We even heard how the East Hampton Ambu-
lance Association saved a child’s life, and the ramifica-
tions of underfunded public safety.

If the coalition of nonpartisan advocates gave 
hope, a small but powerful minority – specifically, the 
five Republican members of the Town Council – did 
all it could to dash that good will. It was an ugly look.

The council Republicans failed spectacularly as 
community role models. They appeared alternately 
hostile and indifferent, as if we all were wasting their 
time. Much of the poor behavior, including the chair’s 
outbursts, was caught on camera.

It’s not over yet. Councilman Philhower and the 
majority may yet join councilmen Reich and Brown 
by doing the right thing and send the budgets back to 
the Board of Finance for fund restoration.

The pressure is going to be on, and hopefully the 
community turns out again on May 9. When they do, 
maybe the Council majority will behave like the lead-
ers they claim to be.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton

who was participating in citizens comments while he 
was walking the neighborhood. Knowing Mr. Egan’s 
long history of outbursts, I called the police. Mr. Egan 
should resign.

Also attending this meeting was the Democratic 
candidate for first selectman, who failed to acknowl-
edge the inappropriate behaviors of his two fellow 
Democratic Town Committee members.

For months, the local DTC has fueled the news-
paper with negative letters and flooded social media 
with hate and false narratives; all while claiming they 
wish to run a “clean campaign.” If anyone is interested 
in the facts, feel free to come see me as I have all the 
documentation. Do not rely on hearsay or rumors in-
tended to mislead Colchester residents. 

Sincerely,
Andreas Bisbikos

Colchester First Selectman

He compared the work done by the Lions 
to constructing a “super building,” which can 
only be completed with the proper infrastruc-
ture that always starts at the bottom.

“The lions are apart of a foundation,” he 
said. “Without that solid concrete foundation, 
we cease to exist.”

Other speakers throughout the night ac-
knowledged the hard work of the Lions, as 
well.

Tressa Giordano, executive director of 
AHM Youth and Family Services, expressed 
that “it’s because of you the Lions that allows 
us to serve the community.”

Hebron’s previous town clerk of 23 years, 
Carla Pomprowicz, who retired earlier this 
year, runs the “Bolokada and Friends Village 
Project,” a nonprofit that offers support to the 
village of Morowaya in Africa. 

While the organization officially became 
a non-profit in 2017, Pomprowicz’s work 
began even earlier with the installation of a 

clean water well, a major breakthrough for the 
community. Since then, she has traveled back 
— including a post-retirement trip — with a 
laundry list of goals. 

A Lions donation with further her mission.
“I’m so thankful for all the support because 

it’s making a huge difference for this village,” 
she said. 

For the Lions, arriving at this moment 
wasn’t easy, and countless nights were spent 
preparing for all the major events. Johnson 
stated that during the summer, he’s constantly 
working on the fairgrounds and hatching 
ideas for the fair and lights show.

“This is essentially my hobby,” he said. “I’ve 
probably committed myself more than most 
even should do.”

After watching the pig races at the fair or 
the seeing the children’s excited reactions to 
the lights, the work is rewarding.

“I enjoy it,” he said.

$Hebron Lions Donation, cont. from page 1
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTH  CARE  SERVICES
Dr. Steven Rafalowsky

Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

Time to Register
for Project Graduation

RHAM High School graduating seniors can 
register for their Project Graduation celebration 
through May 31.

 Project Graduation will be at the indoor/out-
door venue Revolutions, located in South Wind-
sor. To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/
community/home. If you do not already have an 
AHM Rec Desk account, you will have to cre-
ate one. If you do have an account, select Project 
Graduation Registration from the list of programs. 

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler 
at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org.

Simply Soy ‘Graduation’ Candle Fundraiser 
A RHAM Project Graduation fundraiser, 

Simply Soy limited-edition “Class of 2023” 
candles can be ordered through Friday, May 
12, at 5 p.m., via ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-
events/project-graduation. 

The candle scent is Day at the Spa, which 
is lemongrass with a touch of sugarcane. 
Those purchasing have the choice of two la-
bels: “CONGRATULATIONS! RHAM High 
School ‘Class of 2023’” or “CONGRATULA-

TIONS! ‘Class of 2023.’” Two sizes are avail-
able: 25 ounces and 16 ounces. 

Candles will be ready for pick-up mid-May 
at AHM Youth & Family Services, or you may 
opt to ship anywhere in the U.S. for an addi-
tional fee. 

For more information, contact Jenn 
Boehler at 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@
ahmyouth.org.

Vote for AHM!
AHM Youth and Family Services was nomi-

nated by the Red Sox Foundation as a finalist for 
the 2023 Impact Awards. In 2023, the IMPACT 
Awards will continue to focus on organizations 
that have demonstrated a deep impact in raising 
awareness and improving mental health out-
comes in their community.

The three organizations with the most votes 
in each state will win a grant: $10,000 for first 
place, $3,000 for second place and $2,000 for 
third place.

People can vote daily until May 31, at redsox.
com/impact.

College Scholarships Available
AHM Youth and Family Services is accepting 

scholarship applications from Andover, Hebron, 
and Marlborough students who are planning to 
attend college in the fall. The scholarships are:

The Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Erin 
Garvie, who passed away in 1998 during her se-
nior year at RHAM. Over the years, this college 
scholarship has been awarded to RHAM High 
School students who participate in high school 
athletics.

The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Paige 
Houston, who was entering her senior year as 
an honors student at RHAM in 2013 when she 

passed away. Houston was active in cheerlead-
ing with the RHAM Youth Football and Cheer-
leading organization, and had planned on pur-
suing a career in early education. 

The William Stelzner Memorial Scholar-
ship: This scholarship was created in memory 
of William “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 
2016. Each year a college scholarship is awarded 
to a RHAM High School graduate who plans to 
attend a two-year college and has volunteered in 
the community.

Each of the AHM scholarships are needs-
based. Application deadline is May 15. Find 
the online application at ahmyouth.org/college-
scholarship-application.

ISO Musicians and
Vocalists of All Ages

AHM Youth & Family Services is hosting the 
fourth annual Tip a Musician Fundraiser on 
Saturday, June 3, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at The 
Flour Girl Cafe/Bakery. AHM is in search of 
musicians and vocalists of all ages, genres, and 
experience levels to perform. 

Performers donate all tips to RHAM High 
School’s Project Graduation event which is co-
ordinated by AHM. 

If interested in performing, complete the ap-
plication at tinyurl.com/4zn464ma.

For more information, contact Jenn Boehler at 
860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

Spring Swing
Golf Tournament

All are invited to support RHAM Youth 
Baseball with the Spring Swing Golf Tour-
nament Friday, May 12, at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron. 

Golf registration includes 18 holes with 
cart, lunch, dinner and two drink tickets. 
There will also be raffle prizes and silent 
auction items. 

Register and pay online at www.rhamy-
outhbaseball.org.

See More RHAM News, page 31

RHAM Budget Passes at Referendum 
By Michael Sinkewicz

RHAM’s combined 31.13 million — a 
$863,057 or 2.85% increase from current year 
spending — passed at referendum this week, 
following a relatively smooth budget season.

Unofficial results show that the operating 
budget of $30.59 million passed by a 1,165-
1,062 tally. Hebron, the largest of the three 
member towns, rejected the proposal 939-801.

However, Marlborough voters supported the 
budget 245-58 and Andover voted 119-65 in fa-
vor of the spending plan.

According to Hebron’s advisory questions, 
920 people felt the operating budget was “too 
high,” while just 172 said is was “too low.” Just 
over 530 residents didn’t answer, perhaps indi-
cating that the amount was satisfactory.

The $540,990 capital budget was adopted by 
a 1,235-995 count. Hebron narrowly opposed 
the CIP budget by a 872-870 mark. Marlbor-
ough voted in favor of the plan, by a 249-55 vote 
and Andover supported the budget with 116-67 
vote.

The overall levies for each town are now set. 
Hebron’s, which represents 49% of the total bud-
get, is $15.38 million — a $1.13 million increase 
from 2022-23. Marlborough would pay 36% 
of the budget, or $11.25 million — a $312,756 
increase. Andover’s 14% share of the budget is 
$4.49 million — a $533,524 decrease from the 
current budget.

RHAM Board of Education Chairman Mi-

chael Morris was satisfied with the result.
“I wasn’t really surprised,” he said. “I thought 

we put together a reasonable budget.”
Overall, while the board worked diligently to 

move the budget forward, Morris credited the 
Superintendent Colin McNamara, the adminis-
tration, department heads, finance department 
and faculty for putting in the hard work.

“Then, it’s more about refinement,” he said, 
referring to the board’s process.

While it’s “tough to compare” RHAM’s bud-
get to neighbor districts and their circumstanc-
es, Morris expressed that this budget season was 
“financially difficult for everybody.” 

“Everybody’s realistic,” he said, adding that 
the approach was to be “responsible.”

As always, Morris said, the balancing the 
finical reality with satisfying the educational re-
quirements the district and community expect. 

The board was able to identify several areas to 
reduce the bottom-line of the proposal.

The most substantial savings came from the 
utilization of 2021-22 surplus funds. In Feb-
ruary, the school board added $362,218 to its 
Capital Non-Recurring account, covering items 
and services that would’ve been in the 2023-24 
proposal. 

These items include: HVAC review at 
$104,000; wrestling mats for $12,000; baby 
grand piano at $43,000; scoreboards/shot 
clocks for $13,500; feminine hygiene products/

dispensers at $79,493; Touchview monitors at 
$68,250; concrete containment for soil/infield 
mix/gravel $17,325; locks for doors and fob ac-
cess at $17,000; and commercial washers and 
dryers for $7,000.

Then in March, the board pre-purchased 
$87,000 of tech equipment, library equipment, 
security equipment and furniture from the 
2023-24 proposal. The funding was transferred 
from accounts in the current fiscal budget, 
which allowed the district to reduce the upcom-
ing request. The 2022-23 budget is in a strong 
net favorable position, allowing the transfer and 
pre-purchase to be completed.

In regards to Hebron’s specific result — the 
only town to vote down the proposal — Mor-
ris indicated that it was a “difficult year for any 
budget to be put up together.”

He speculated that “dissatisfaction with one 
budget may bleed into others.” 

Hebron’s enrollment at RHAM increased, 
resulting in its allotment spiking. Voters were 
also juggling local school budget increases and 

a variety of town projects, some of which were 
expensive.

“These were all things that landed at the same 
time,” Morris said. “I don’t know if I foresee it 
being a long-term problem.”

As long as RHAM continues to put forward 
reasonable budget requests, the community will 
likely support them, he expressed. 

McNamara worked through his first budget 
season in the district. Morris said that the su-
perintendent was an important presence in the 
collaboration that took place. 

That environment is the “secret to success,” 
Morris stated. 

He added that McNamara is doing a “great 
job.”

Following the school’s adoption of the budget 
last month, McNamara also emphasized a team 
effort.

“I can’t say we have a magic formula,” he said. 
“It’s a collective effort to get us where we are.”

He added, “I’m hopeful that it’s indicative of 
what I’ll have each year.”

Raptors Lacrosse
‘Learning on the Fly’  

By Josh Howard
Boys lacrosse at RHAM High School features 

a young roster that is aiming for a strong finish 
this spring.

The Raptors ran into a buzzsaw from Glaston-
bury on Monday night, losing to 14-3 at RHAM 
High School.

Early on, the Raptors went toe-to-toe with 
the visiting Guardians, battling to a draw for the 
first eights minute.     

After falling behind 1-0, junior Josh Weers 
tied it up with a goal at the 7:52 mark of the first 
quarter. 

Glastonbury senior Parker Wallace countered 
with the first of his game-high four goals to re-
gain the lead for the Guardians before RHAM 
senior Brady Lalonde again knotted the game 
with 3:41 to play in the opening frame. 

Senior goalie Zach Bogdan went the entire 
way between the pipes for the Raptors, making 
several saves, yet the Guardians broke the tie by 
reeling off the next five goals to take a lead they 
would not relinquish. 

“I thought we played a solid 48 minutes 
against a tough opponent,” RHAM head coach 
Michael Humphreys said following the team’s 
sixth loss this spring. “Our goal is to get better 
every day and I think this is a good test for the 
rest of the season.”

Weers added his second goal midway through 
the second quarter, cutting the deficit to 7-3, but 
the Raptors would not score again over the final 
31 minutes of game action. 

Despite the 11-point defeat, the arrow is 
pointing up for RHAM under Humphreys. 

Humphreys is in his second season as the 
team’s head coach after serving as an assistant 
coach for the previous three seasons.

Following his initial season at head coach last 
spring, the team lost an influential senior class 
featuring four all-conference players in Boden 
Landers, Gino Deliseo, Nick Pace, and Tim 
Smith.

The team’s lone returning all-conference play-
er is Jacob Tresser, a junior who is captaining 
the team this year with Weers and Lalonde.

“We are a very young team, so there’s a learn-
ing curve, but I think they’ve picked it up very 
quick over the last nine games,” stated Hum-
phreys. “It’s been up and down with injuries and 
everything else, but our boys have really stepped 
up to the challenge and are learning on the fly.”

Humphreys’ Raptors started the season by 
winning three of five games, earning quality vic-
tories over E.O. Smith (10-7), Rocky Hill (18-9), 
and Woodstock Academy (7-5). 

The game with Glastonbury marked the 
team’s fourth straight loss, yet Humphreys is 
hoping to see the team find a groove as they en-
ter the final month of the season.

“Our offensive needs to hold the ball a little 
better and with a young team that is learning 
how to win, that will help win down the stretch,” 
he stated.  

The Raptors’ next travel to Norwich Free 
Academy this Saturday (May 6) for an out-of-
conference bout at noon, before returning to 
RHAM for an important conference tilt with 
Tolland on Monday, May 8 at 4:40 p.m. 



Page 10	 NEWS BULLETIN • May 5, 2023

Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Enjoying the Everglades… Marlborough residents Katherine Cragnotti and Warren 
Thime recently visited their son Adam Thime, who works for the National Park Service 
in the Everglades as a hydrologic technician. The Everglades are home to numerous 
species. Katherine and Warren said they saw crocodiles, alligators, anhingas, purple 
gallinules, red-bellied cooters, dolphins, blue herons, egrets and roseate spoonbills, to 
name just a few.

The Happiest Place on Earth… The RHAM High School music department took a 
field trip to Disney World from March 24-28. In the front row are Ella Hall and Sophia 
Peeling; in the back row are Evan Davis, Michael Hamburger, Jonathan Goldstein 
and Daniel Tamburro.

Taking in Tennis… Matt and Kristy Roloff of East Hampton brought the Rivereast 
with them to see the Miami Open tennis tournament!

By George, They’ve Got It!… Rich and Joanne Kupis of Portland are shown here with 
their favorite newspaper at St. George Island in State Park, Fla.
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Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!

We have bagged MULCHES and 
SOILS for low prices, as well as 

two types of bulk mulch.  
Pies, breads and cookies baked fresh in our farm stand bakery.  

Gotta’s Farm
Rt. 17, Portland

(860) 342-1844
Open Daily 8:00am – 6.30pm

QP Farm Market
Rt. 66, Portland

(860) 342-5030
Open Daily 8:00am – 6.00pm

We have thousands of flats of ANNUAL FLOWERS to choose 
from for only a low price of $1.49 per tray and $14.99 per flat.

All 4 inch only $4.49 each or $55.00 for flat of 15 plants. 

of vegetable plants and seed you need for 
your garden all at the low price of $1.49 
per tray or $14.99 per flat of 12 trays.   

We offer you the same varieties of vegetable 
plants that we grow in our commercial fields.

We still have a good supply 
of HANGING BASKETS 

starting at $15.95.

Hanging 
IMPATIENS 
Bags $12.95.
Americana cultured 

GERANIUMS at $4.49 
each or $45.00 per dozen.  

We have a variety of TOMATO and PEPPER 
plants both hot and sweet. Plus all other types 
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Town Clerk’s Office
Closed May 10

The Portland town clerk’s office will be closed 
Wednesday, May 10, to allow staff to attend a 
required certification training class. There will 
be normal late hours on Tuesday, May 9, until 7 
p.m., and the office will re-open Thursday, May 
11, at 8:30 a.m. 

Referendum Voting
Information

The referendum on the 2023-24 budget 
will be held Monday, May 8, from 6 a.m.-8 
p.m., at Portland Middle School, located at 
93 High St. Remember to bring identifica-
tion.

Curbside voting will be available for those 
with disabilities. To utilize this service, call 
the town clerk’s office at 860-342-6743 when 
you are on your way to the polls. When you 
arrive, pull into the circle in the front of the 
school and put your hazard lights on, so that 
the poll workers will know you are there.

Foodshare Truck
The Connecticut Foodshare truck comes to 

the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., every oth-
er Monday from 1-2 p.m., except for holidays. 
People do not have to be a Portland resident to 
attend. Please bring bags.

The next Foodshare visit will be Monday, May 
8, at 1 p.m. 

Horseshoe League
Seeks New Members

The Portland Horseshoe League is looking for 
new players of all abilities to participate for the 
2023 season, which will start in late May (date 
to be determined). 

Folks from surrounding towns are welcome 
also. Games take place at the horseshoe pits in 
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill in Portland. The 
league meets from 5:45 to 8 p.m., and league 
leaders are currently deciding on the best day of 
the week to throw.

Email Andy Bauer at AndyTBauer@gmail.
com if interested and let him know what days 
work for her. Portland Horseshoes is an alcohol-
free activity.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 345 Main 

St., invites the community to celebrate each week. 
Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Worship is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School is in ses-
sion and held during the service. Children ages 
4-12 are welcome to attend Church School.

All who are not fully vaccinated are asked to 
wear their masks.

On Saturday, May 20, at 7 p.m., Brownstone 
Vital Connections presents Paul Serra & Coun-
try Gold. Paul Serra & Country Gold play tra-
ditional country songs, such as “Help Me Make 
it Through the Night,” “Together Again,” “Your 
Cheating Heart” and more. 

Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 the day of 
the show, and are available by emailing trinityvi-
talconnections@gmail.com or calling 860-463-
6444. You can also purchase tickets on Event-

brite for an additional fee. All proceeds will be 
donated to Wounded Warriors Family Support.

The church is open for prayer and meditation 
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m., and there is also a gath-
ering in the church office at the same time, for 
Anglican Prayer beading. No prior beading ex-
perience is required. All are welcome. 

Check out more information, the church’s cal-
endar of events, donate, or listen to past sermons 
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have 
any other prayer requests to lift up, email the 
church office at trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com.

For more information or to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. Darryl Burke, email trinity-
churchportlandct@gmail.com or call 860-342-
0458.

This picture of new Portland library director Jennifer Billingsley pretty much sums 
it up – they’re energetic, enthusiastic and proud of their work. They come from across 
the way in Middletown, leaving their much-loved job as youth director at the Russell 
Library. 

At Library, a Warm Welcome and a Fond Farewell
By Jack Lakowsky

After 20 years leading the Portland Public 
Library, director Jan Nocek has decided to re-
tire. Nocek’s successor has already been picked 
– Jenn Billingsley (whose pronouns are they/
them) a kid’s department head at Russell Li-
brary in Middletown. They started last week.

From the Reference Desk
to the Captain’s Chair

Some 20 years ago, Portland welcomed a 
young career woman to Portland Library. This 
new hire would, given some time, lead the Port-
land library through modernization and the 
pandemic, possibly the most challenging time 
in her career. 

“I have to go sometime,” Nocek told the 
Rivereast last week. “They seemed to like me al-
right, they kept me around 20 years.”

Quite casually, like it was really no big thing, 
Nocek brought up her nationally known 2006 
fight with the federal government, taking to task 
the controversial USA Patriot Act, passed in the 
wake of 9/11.

After a legally binding nondisclosure agree-
ment expired, Nocek and her underdog cohort 
removed their muzzles in a press conference. 

“I’m John Doe, and if I had told you before 
today that the F.B.I. was requesting library re-
cords, I could have gone to jail,” said one of the 
four, Peter Chase, a librarian from Plainville, 
quoted in the Harford Courant. 

“Four Connecticut librarians who had been 
barred from revealing that they had received 
a request for patrons’ records from the federal 
government spoke out yesterday, expressing 
frustration about the sweeping powers given to 
law enforcement authorities by the USA Patriot 
Act,” the Courant wrote.

The librarians, Nocek included, took turns 
at the microphone at their lawyers’ office and 
publicly identified themselves as the collective 
“John Doe” who had sued the United States at-
torney general after their organization received 
a confidential demand for patron records in a 
secret counterterrorism case.

 They had been ordered, under the threat of 
prosecution, not to talk about the request with 
anyone. The librarians, who all had leadership 
roles at a small consortium called Library Con-
nection in Windsor, said they opposed allowing 
the government unchecked power to demand 
library records and were particularly incensed 
at having been subject to the open-ended non-
disclosure order.

The scrappy group won at least part of its 
court fight, when a three-judge panel of the 

United States Second Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Manhattan dismissed the government’s ap-
peal and allowed a lower court judge’s revoca-
tion of the nondisclosure order to stand. 

“We were under a gag order for a year,” Nocek 
told the Rivereast. “They were kinda painting 
with a broad brush.” A political cartoon that ran 
in the Courant showed Nocek and her co-librar-
ians protecting the U.S. Constitution. 

Before that trial, and right up till now, nearly 
20 years later, Nocek said the Portland library 
is a wonderful place to be, and its service to 
the community has only grown, the result of 
the hard work of staff, the board, and the very 
active, very supportive Friends of the Portland 
Library all of whom, Nocek said, have been key 
in the library’s achievements – particularly the 
recent interior renovation and navigating the 
library through the complexities of COVID-19. 

“The pandemic really made us look at things 
differently,” said Nocek. The library brought on 
curbside pickup and, because of the financial 
strain the pandemic wreaked on countless peo-
ple, eliminating late fees, a move libraries every-
where from Portland to Los Angeles have made.

The pandemic, dominating much of Nocek’s 
last few years, did prevent her from accomplish-
ing a few goals she would’ve liked to reach by 
time she moved on to her next chapter – which, 
she said, will consists of more down time and, 
hopefully, a long trip to Spain with her husband. 

“It took a lot of time away as I was winding 
down,” she said. “I wanted to do some other 
things, but that’s okay.”

Like other libraries – including East Hamp-
ton and Nocek’s former stomping ground, Man-
chester – Portland has seen a surge in use. 

“The statistics are crazy, we’re really getting 
back to it,” she said. 

Among all her accomplishments, Nocek is es-
pecially proud of making the library a partner 
and friend to many community organizations, 
like the local solidarity committee. After the U. 
S’s chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan and 
waves of refugees had to find safety elsewhere, 
the library helped house a family of asylum 
seekers in Middletown. 

“It’ll be strange, not to be involved in all this,” 
said Nocek.

A New Director
After trotting half the nation on their career 

path, Portland Library’s new director Jennifer 
Billingsley has landed in little Portland, crossing 
the bridge from the Russell Library in Middle-
town, where they were the youth department 
director. Before that, they were a manager at a 
library in Lake County, Ind., and in the same 

district was a manager for a different facility and 
has worked at a few places in Illinois. 

Billingsley is from just outside New York City, 
getting their undergrad degree at Western Con-
necticut University, then went to pursue theatre 
in Chicago. They got a job at a library, and, al-
ready a lifelong reader, fell in love, especially 
with working with the library’s youngest patron, 
deciding to get a master’s and pursue a career in 
librarianship. Wanting to move closer to home, 
they took the job in Middletown. 

“It’s hard to brag” about their accomplish-
ments so far because everything in a library is 
a team effort. 

During the first scary weeks of the pandemic, 
and as a proud theatre kid, they empathized 
with the students and young actors that, after 
the hard work of rehearsal, lost the chance to 
show their talents. 

Reaching out to Middletown directors, Bill-
ingsley helped set up a virtual Shakespeare 
performance, jokingly titled “A Midsummer’s 
Night Stream,” with a cast ranging from pre-
teens to older adults. 

“Such a broad range,” they said of the cast’s 
experience levels. “It felt really good to figure 

out a need, figure out the resources and be the 
connection to bring those things together. It 
was lovely, it was really, really wonderful.”

On their career step-up, Billingsley is over-
joyed, and is a goal long sought. They worked as 
an interim assistant director at Russell, helping 
oversee more than 30 employees, getting their 
experience, and now, “I think I’m ready,” they 
said. 

“Portland’s a beautiful community and this 
is such a well-loved library. A good job posting 
reads like a love letter, and that’s what this was 
for me,” they said. Billingsley spoke highly of the 
library board, Nocek and First Selectman Ryan 
Curley, who welcomed them with open arms. 

Billingsley also partnered with Middletown 
Pride and was part of Russell’s hosting the very 
first drag reading in the state, beating out New 
Haven by just a few days. They also sit on the 
city’s LGBTQIA+ Commission.

Billingsley’s directorship started last Friday 
and, they said, they have luck other new ad-
ministrators don’t always get – briefly working 
under their predecessor so they can learn every 
rope of directing a robust library that’s only set 
to grow. 

Police News
4/24: Justin Rowen, 35, of 48 Freestone Ave., 

was arrested and charged with fourth-degree 
sexual assault and risk of injury to a minor, 
Portland Police said. 

Trinity at Tag Sale
This year’s Town-Wide Tag Sale will be 

held on Saturday, May 13, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. -- and Trinity Episcopal Church, 
located at 345 Main St., will have space 
available on its lawn for people to sell their 
tag sale items.

Call the church office at 860-342-0458 or 
email trinityvitalconnections@gmail.com 
to reserve your 20’ x 20’ space. The reser-
vation fee is $25, and you must bring your 
own table/set up. Set-up begins at 7:30 a.m. 
Space is limited.
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Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Syncocize II Dance Fitness, 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – making fleece teddy bears for cancer pa-
tients; donations are sought of light fleece, one 
yard or more for making teddy bears for cancer 
patients throughout Connecticut. If you would 
like to donate, call 860-342-0809; Watercolor 
Lessons, 9:30 a.m.-noon – to register, email 
bivenne@yahoo.com; Hearing Clinic, 11 a.m.; 
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; setback, 1 p.m. 
Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Tai Chi 
Quong, 1 p.m.; Social Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-
4 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday, 

multipurpose room. Thursday: Knit & Stitch, 
10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. 
Friday: Light aerobics, 9:30 a.m.; Family His-
tory Fun with Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m.

Blood Pressure Clinic: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (unless the first 
Monday is a holiday; then the clinic is the fol-
lowing week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: The senior center is currently recruit-
ing volunteer drivers to help deliver meals to the 
homebound Monday-Thursday. The delivery 
usually takes about an hour. For full details, call 
Alexis at 860-342-6761.

Garden Clubs Plant Sale
The garden clubs of Portland will hold their 

annual Plant Sale on Saturday, May 20, in the 
parking lot at 265 Main Street, next to the Town 
Green and Police Station. The sale will begin at 
8:30 a.m. and continue until 10:30 a.m., or until 
all plants are sold.

Many plants for sale will be perennials from 
the gardens of members of the two clubs: The 
Portland Garden Club and The Portland River 
Valley Garden Club. In addition to perennials, 
there will be an assortment of annuals, ground 
covers, herbs, vegetables and house plants for 
sale. The sale will also feature a variety of gently-
used garden related items for sale. The annual 
plant sale is a major fundraiser for the com-
munity activities of the nonprofit clubs, which 
are members of the Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, the National Garden Clubs, and 

New England Garden Clubs.
Organizers are looking for high school stu-

dents who will help customers carry plant pur-
chases to their cars during the plant sale. It is a 
way to obtain community service hours.

Admission is free, with all proceeds benefiting 
the garden clubs’ projects. Inclement weather 
conditions (i.e., rain heavily) will reschedule the 
event to Sunday, May 21. If anyone has plants to 
donate to the sale, call Sue at 959-231-9630 or 
Amanda at 860-262-0036.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Port-

land, located at 554 Main St., is a member of 
the United Church of Christ. The church is an 
“open and affirming” congregation, welcom-
ing everyone. 

On Sunday, May 7, worship will be led by 
the Rev. Julie Olmsted. Coffee hour follows 
the service and all are welcome.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke 
at 860-342-1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@
gmail.com for more information.

The church emails a weekly newsletter, The 
Weekly Word. To join church mailing lists 
(both email and regular mail), email first.
church.pct@sbcglobal.net or call 860-342-
3244. Those who wish to follow the church on 
Facebook may do so at The First Congrega-
tional Church of Portland, CT.

YFS News & Notes
Portland Youth & Family Services has an-

nounced the following pieces of news. For more 
information, visit www.portlandct.org/youth-
services, www.facebook.com/PortlandCTYouth 
or www.Instagram.com/PortlandCTYouth, or 
contact Jesse Revicki at Jrevicki@portlandct.
org or 860-342-6758. To receive email updates 
about YFS programs and events, sign up at ee-
purl.com/h5m35f.

After School Drop-In & Draw: Tuesday, 
May 9, 2:30-4:30 p.m., at BFCC.

Intro to Dungeons & Dragons: Wednes-
day, May 10, 5-7:30 p.m., at the Buck-Foreman 
Community Center, 265 Main St. Learn to play 
this roleplaying game with folks from The Battle 
Standard in East Windsor. The classes are cur-

rently full; contact Revicki for a waitlist.
Youth & Parent LGBTQ+ Support-Style 

Groups: Wednesday, May 17, 6-8 p.m. 
Drop-In & Draw Arts & Crafts: Friday, May 

19, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Youth Services Advisory Board: Tuesday, 

May 23, from 4:30-6 p.m.
Power Up Portland: Wednesday, May 24, 

6:30-8 p.m.
Juneteenth Celebration: Saturday, June 

24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Save the date! There will be 
speakers, food truck, art, games, entertainment. 

Summer Kick-Off: Monday, June 26, 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Save the date! There will be a mobile 
petting zoo, ice cream and more.

Free Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection 

The Lower CT River Council of Governments 
will hold a free Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection event on Saturday, May 6, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at the East Hampton Water Pollu-
tion Control Facility, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East 
Hampton.

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region which includes East Hampton 
and Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. 

Visit rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste 
to learn more.

Homemade Treats and 
Something Sweet

The Portland Historical Society will have a 
Bake Sale on Town-Wide Tag Sales Day next 
Saturday, May 13. Members and friends of the 
society are invited to contribute. 

All baked goods should be wrapped and 
brought to the Callander House at 492 Main St. 
after 7:45 a.m. next Saturday. If you can’t bake, a 
financial donation can be dropped off at the sale 
or mailed to PO Box 98, Portland CT 06480.

Set your alarms to get to the Bake Sale early – 
though after 8:30 a.m. please. The sale is always 
a sell-out, the historical society said.

Free Concert
for Police Union

As part of his “New Blood and Hungry 
Tour,” local rocker Tony Rome will put on 
a free show to benefit the Portland Police 
Union on Saturday, May 6, at 2 p.m., at 
Concentric Brewing, 91 Main St. Rain date 
is Sunday, May 7. 

While the show is free, donations will 
benefit the police union. Donations can be 
sent to Sgt. Scott Cunningham, Portland 
Police Department, 265 Main St., Portland, 
CT 06480.

Memorial Day Returns; Participants Welcome 
Portland’s Memorial Day parade will take 

place Sunday, May 28, rain or shine. Sgt. Daniel 
Clark, “The Singing Trooper,” will return to com-
memorate this day.

The parade will assemble at Victoria Road at 
1:30 p.m. Floats should assemble at 12:30 p.m. 
Step-off will be at 2 p.m. 

The procession will stop for a brief ceremony 
at the Civil War monument on Bartlett Street. 
It will continue down Main Street as usual. A 
reviewing stand will be stationed at the Brown-
stone Intermediate School. The parade will then 
turn left on Waverly Avenue, left onto East Main 

Street, and right onto Fairview Street, ending at 
Veterans Memorial Park.

Details about parking and road closures for 
the day will be announced in the weeks ahead.

Participants are welcome; registration forms 
may be picked up at 32 East Main St.

For more information, contact Sara Sterry 
Rutter, parade organizer, at 860-342-2815 or 860-
250-2041, or email ssterryrutter@yahoo.com.

Visit and “Like” the Facebook page: Portland 
Memorial Day Parade. More Information will be 
posted. 

Pet Parade
All are invited to dress their pet in their finest 

outfit or Kentucky Derby-style hat and join the 
Democratic Town Committee for a pet parade 
Saturday, May 6, on the Portland Town Green 
(in front of the senior center).

Registration is from 9-10 a.m., and the parade 
kicks off at 10:30 a.m. Cost is $5 per pet, with a 
$10 max per family. There will be prizes for all 
pets.

Local Relator Joins Firm
Carl Guild & Associates 

has announced the addi-
tion of Portland resident 
Shannon Therrien to its 
team of real estate agents. 
She will be working out of 
the East Hampton office.

Therrien has five years 
of experience in the in-
dustry. She also previ-
ously worked as a real es-
tate paralegal for over 10 years and retired as an 
eighth-grade science teacher. 

“Shannon is an outstanding addition to our 
team of real estate professionals,” said Carl 

Guild, broker and owner of Carl Guild & As-
sociates. “Her experience and passion for real 
estate make her a valuable asset to our company, 
and we are excited to welcome her to our team.”

Therrien has lived in various counties across 
Connecticut, including New London, Wind-
ham and Hartford. 

“I am thrilled to join the Carl Guild & Asso-
ciates team,” said Shannon. “Their commitment 
to providing exceptional support to their agents 
and clients aligns perfectly with my values, and 
I look forward to serving the community’s real 
estate needs.”

For more information, visit www.CarlGuild.
com.

Library Friends Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library groups 

has puzzles, games, DVDs, and fiction, ro-
mance, teen and children’s used books, all at the 
Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Portland Li-
brary, 20 Freestone Ave.

The sale takes place during regular library 
hours. Books are 50 cents for paperbacks and 
children’s books, $1 for trade paperbacks and 
$2 for hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents each disc 
and puzzles and games are $2 unless marked 
otherwise.

There are also several TV series on DVD that 
have been removed from the library collection 

all for 50 cents each disc. A small collection of 
“vintage” books is also available for 50 cents 
each.

FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 
bags on sale for $1 each. See a sample at the front 
desk and purchase them from the library staff.

All proceeds benefit programs funded by the 
Friends, such as the library’s Museum Pass Pro-
gram, children and adult programs, and the li-
brary’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Honor Society Inductee
Anna Maselek of Portland, a student at East-

ern Connecticut State University, was recently 
welcomed into Omicron Delta Kappa, the na-
tional leadership honor society.

East Catholic Honor Roll
Two local residents made the East Catholic 

High School honor roll for the third quarter of 
the 2022-23 school year.

Delaney Poach earned Honors with Distinc-
tion and Ryan	 Farley earned First Honors. 
They are each members of the Class of 2026.
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Portland Library News & Notes

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Parks and Recreation is offering the follow-

ing. To register or for full program descriptions, 
visit portland.recdesk.com. For more informa-
tion, call 860-342-6757 or email adionne@port-
landct.org.

Kids’ Blast After School Program: Mon-
days-Fridays, 3-6 p.m., at Brownstone Interme-
diate School, for grades K-6. Cost to attend is 
$18 a day.  Children who live or attend school 
in Portland may participate. Bussing is provided 
from Valley View and Gildersleeve schools.

Junior Golf Workshops: Tuesdays, May 9-30, 
for grades 3-8, at Portland West. Times vary by 
grade level. This workshop will acquaint par-
ticipants with golf. Cost is $95/residents, $105/
non-residents.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays or Satur-
days, May 10-July 1, 9:30-10:15 a.m. or 10:30-
11:15 a.m., at the Buck-Foreman Community 
Center. Cost is $40 for this eight-week class.

Lady Highlanders Hoops Camp: For grades 
3-6. Wednesdays, June 7-28, 6-8 p.m., at BIS. 
Portland High School basketball coaches Kelly 
and Diane Coleman, members of the 2011 PHS 
championship team, and current team members 

will instruct. Cost is $20 for this 4-week class.
Summer Quest Camp: Monday-Friday, 8:30 

a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the Portland high/middle 
school complex. Week one begins June 26 and 
week seven ends Aug. 11. Base Camp is for 
grades 1-6, and Teen Camp is for grades 7-9. 
Teen campers will go on an average of two field 
trips per week. Cost for the camps varies by 
week.

Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp: Monday, 
June 26-Friday, June 30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Port-
land High School, for boys and girls in grades 
3-8. Cost is $150.

Skyhawks Tennis Camp: Monday-Thursday, 
July 17-20, 9 a.m.-noon, at the Portland High 
School tennis courts. For beginning, intermedi-
ate or advanced players. Cost is $145.

Restorative Yoga Workshop: Wednesday, 
July 19, 6-7:15 p.m., at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Space is limited to just five people. Cost is $20.

Skyhawks Camps: Monday-Thursday, Aug. 
14-17, 9 a.m.-noon, at Portland Riverfront Park. 
Cost is $189 for Sports and Games Camp, and 
$145 for Mini-Hawk Camp. 

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration re-
quired for all programs unless noted. For more 
info, to register, and for full program descrip-
tions, visit www.portlandlibraryct.org or call 
860-342-6770. The library is also on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. 

Save the Date – Read and Recycle: Saturday, 
June 24, 10 a.m.-noon. The Friends will collect 
gently used, books, DVDs, CDs and puzzles. 
Donations support library activities.

Youth Programs: Drop-In Playdates: Thurs-
days, 10:30 a.m., through May 25. Ages birth 
through 5 and their caregivers are invited to 
come for an hour of socialization and open play 
with the library’s story room toys. No registra-
tion required.

Spring Storytimes: The schedule is: Pre-
school Storytime, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m 
through May 23.; Storytime for Toddlers and 
Tots: Mother Goose on the Loose, Wednesdays 
at 10:15 or 11:15 a.m. through May 24.

Ancient Egyptian Adventure: Thursday, 
May 11, 3:30 p.m., for grades K-5. Decode se-
cret messages written in hieroglyphics, learn 
about mummies and make some of your own, 
and take part in a forensic investigation to see 
whether King Tut was murdered. Space is lim-
ited.

Lock In for Literacy: Welcome to Camp 
Half Blood! Friday, May 19, 6-8 p.m., for grades 

4-6. This activity night is based on Rick Rior-
dan’s Percy Jackson and the Olympians series. A 
permission slip will be sent to registered attend-
ees a few days before the program. 

LGBTQ+ Social and Support Groups: Teens 
are invited to social meetups at the library on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Support groups will meet on the third Wednes-
day of the month, with a parent and caregiver 
support group running concurrently in another 
room at the library. For more information, con-
tact Jenn Renk at 860-342-6770.

Adult Programs: Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, May 16, 1 p.m Eight Perfect Mur-
ders by Peter Swanson will be discussed.

Movie – 80 for Brady: Wednesday, May 10, 
1 p.m. 

Endangered Snow Leopards with Richard 
Benfield: Wednesday, May 24, 6:30 p.m. This is 
a multigenerational child/adult program.

Town-Wide Tag Sales 
Ready To Go

Registration is closed for the Portland His-
torical Society’s 27th annual Town-Wide Tag 
Sales Day on Saturday, May 13. There will be 
more than 125 sales around town and out on 
the country roads.

The official free Tag Sale Map will be avail-
able Wednesday, May 10, on the front porch of 
the Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland 
History, located at 492 Main St. and online at 
www.PortlandHistSoc.org. Volunteers will be 
at the Callander House on Saturday, May 13, to 
help shoppers at the Society’s tag sale – a major 
fundraiser for the Ruth Callander House Mu-
seum of Portland History.

For more information, call 860-982-1486 or 
email PortlandCThistory@gmail.com.

Car Show Rescheduled
Due to the inclement weather this past 

weekend, the Kenny Fletcher Car Show was 
rescheduled to this Saturday, May 6, from 
3-7pm at Valli Construction, 22 Sand Hill 
Rd.

For more information, call Michael Bel-
lobuono at 860-707-4231 or Michael Brown 
at 860-982-3227.

Free Paper-Shredding
The Lower Connecticut River Valley Council 

of Governments (RiverCOG) is holding a resi-
dential paper shredding event on Saturday, May 
13, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the East Hampton Wa-
ter Pollution Control Authority, 20 Gildersleeve 
Drive, East Hampton. 

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes East Hampton and 
Portland. Visit www.rivercog.org/household-
hazardous-waste for more information.

After Long Wait, Senior Center Gets its Makeover

Work on the renovation project at the Waverly Senior Center is at long last under-
way. Pictured from left are Senior Advisory Board member Elaine Cote; former first 
selectwoman Susan Bransfield; First Selectman Ryan Curley; Joe Aresco of Aresco 
Construction; Amanda Cleveland of Silver & Petrucelli; Carlotta Lord, Dale Kroop 
and Suzanne Piacentini of the Department of Housing & Urban Development; and 
Dominic Carew of the state Department of Health.

By Jack Lakowsky
It’s not often a development project, whether 

a renovation or a new build, takes an extra few 
years for good reasons – they’re usually slowed 
by anything from bureaucracy to supply hiccups 
– but that’s what happened with the Waverly Se-
nior Center renovation. 

Last week, state and local officials broke 
ground on the Waverly Senior Center renova-
tion project, an effort that started under former 
first selectwoman Susan Bransfield. Since it 
started, it grew substantially, and received quite 
a large chunk of state funding, a cool $725,000 
from federal COVID relief dollars distributed 
through the state with help from the federal De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development. 

Portland First Selectman Ryan Curley expects 
the work to be done as soon as July. He doesn’t 
expect it to disrupt programming. 

When Bransfield first got the project going a 
few years ago, the plan was limited to kitchen 
improvements. Then, as covid highlighted the 
need for good indoor HVAC systems and robust 
senior support services – a group, Curley said, 
the pandemic greatly affected, causing loneli-
ness and financial strain, issues for seniors at 
the best of times – the scope of project grew to 
address these needs.

In hindsight it might be a bit obvious, but 
“clean air is so important,” Curley told the 
Rivereast this week. 

With new HVAC, the center will be another 
local warming and cooling center, essential to 
keep people sheltered and comfortable during 
mass power loss or other emergencies. The cen-
ter’s backup power is getting better too, and be-
cause that’s where the local food bank is, Curley 
said it’s really important to have a reliable gen-
erator. 

The project improves the center’s air and 
makes more available that other kinda impor-
tant need: food. 

The center partnered with Meals-on-Wheels 

late last year, and, with the grant money, it’ll 
bring its kitchen right up to 2023. 

“It’ll be state-of-the-art,” said Curley. “We’ll 
be able to run our own meal program.” The 
grant also went towards getting meals from lo-
cal restaurants to seniors, keeping the money 
local and giving fresh, delicious food to those 
who may not be able to afford it normally.

The town selected a Portland company, Ar-
resco Construction, to do the work, another 
way the project is keeping dollars local. 

“We’re really excited to have these improve-
ments for seniors, especially with how much co-
vid impacted them, and we were thrilled to get 
that grant.” Curley said the redone kitchen will 
let the center hold larger scale events. 

Previous selectwoman Bransfield attended 
last week’s groundbreaking, along with state 
Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) and state and fed-
eral officials. 

“I am thrilled to see this bigger version of 
what began under my administration finally get 
started. I applaud Ryan Curley for his work on 
this important project that will benefit all se-
niors in Portland,” Bransfield told the Rivereast 
in an email. “I just love it!”

Carpino said, “The Waverly Center is key 
to so many people in Portland. It serves as an 
important gathering place to seniors as well as 
community gathering place for many groups. 
The ability to make such major upgrades will 
serve many in town.

 Portland is a community – and the ability of 
multiple partners working together to obtain 
this grant is what sets us apart.” 

It’s been a big couple years for the center. Last 
year it brought on a new leader, Lynn Tracey, 
after longtime director Mary Pont retired. 

The local Senior Advisory Board has praised 
Tracey’s performance, saying that the center just 
keeps getting busier. 

The center has more to accomplish this year 
too – in November, Tracey outlined for the 

Portland selectboard some hang-ups with local 
senior transportation. The town shares a seven-
passenger van with Cromwell, a 2009 used by 
Portland two weeks every month. And during 
those weeks, the van gets stopped up by repairs 
and maintenance. 

In the meeting a pair of senior van drivers 
said the vehicle’s lifetime is winding down, it’s 
noisy and riding rough, all while more seniors 
are using the van. 

Now, the town’s looking to get a bus, priced 
at $114,000.

Food Drive May 13
The Portland Post Office will hold its annual 

food drive Saturday, May 13. 
On that day, leave food donations in or by 

your mailbox. The carriers will pick up your 
donations as they deliver your mail. All food 
is then distributed to the Portland Food Bank. 

Suggested items are any non-perishable 
food items such has canned goods, pasta, sauc-
es, baby food, and formula. 

Throughout the country, the food drive has 

been going on for 26 years; in that time, almost 
a million pounds of food is collected per year. 
Last year in Portland, over 3,000 pounds of 
food were collected.

The Portland Post Office offered thanks in 
advance for the donations. 

This drive is sponsored by the United States 
Postal Service, and the National Association of 
Letter Carriers.
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Metal Carports & Garages
Now offered by Fireside Supply, Inc.

SAMPLE SIZES:

Stop by our showroom:
33B East St., Hebron, CT

860-228-1383

12x21
$2,145

18x21
$2,465

20x21
$2,990

Many more sizes & 
styles to choose from!

(normal installation included)

R
E5

-5
-2

3

10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 • www.raneyortho.com

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

Personalized Care for
Children, Teenagers, and Adults

• Invisalign 
• Clear Braces 
• Digital X-rays

• Free Consultation
• Flexible Financing
• Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

Braces Made Me Smile!

Susmita

Preschool Screening
May 10

The Hebron Board of Education, through 
the Hebron Early Childhood Center Program 
at Gilead Hill School, will hold a screening 
Wednesday, May 10, for children that reside in 
town and will be 3 and 4 years old by that date. 

The screening will be at Gilead Hill School, 
580 Gilead St., and will feature screens in the 
areas of speech, language, cognitive and motor 
development. Parents will also receive informa-
tion designed to assist in fostering their child’s 
growth. 

Reservations are required; call the office of 
the director of educational services at Hebron 
Public Schools at 860-228-2577 to register your 
child. This is the last preschool screening of the 
school year.

Technology Program for Caregivers
Do you have a mom, dad, aunt, uncle, friend 

that is living alone or in a retirement commu-
nity? Would you like to hear about how technol-
ogy can help keep them safe and give you peace 
of mind during your absence? 

If yes, you’re invited to an information session 
hosted by the Alzheimer’s Association Wednes-
day, May 17, from 5-6 p.m., at Colebrook Vil-
lage (in the movie theater), 55 John E. Horton 
Blvd. 

This is a session isn’t just for those with de-

mentia; it is geared toward how to identify be-
haviors and help keep loved ones living as in-
dependently as possible for as long as possible.

Attendees will learn about how cameras, door 
sensors, automatic timers for stoves, and more, 
can help with behaviors that may lead to a safety 
concern.

Pre-registration is required, by contacting 
Tonya Maurer at 860-539-9287 or multitask-
ing@comcast.net.

The Lending Library Alert
After the death of George Floyd, Gilead 

Congregational Church, located at 672 Gilead 
St., created a Little Lending Library (not to be 
confused with a Little Free Library).

The church purchased over 125 books on 
themes of acceptance, diversity, empathy and 
inclusion. These books were to be borrowed 
and returned. However, there are only 36 
books left! 

People are asked to, while they’re doing 

their spring cleaning, look for any of the miss-
ing books.

They all have a label on the inside cover 
with a picture of children and Gilead Congre-
gational Church Lending Library.

There are no fines; the church said it just 
hopes to see its books returned so other chil-
dren will be able to read them.

For more information, call the church of-
fice or email GCC@GileadChurch.net).

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Hebron Youth Running Club:  Tuesdays, 
May 16-June 20, 6-7 p.m., at Hebron Elementa-
ry School. Kids ages 5-12 (and adults) will par-
ticipate in weekly workouts that will be tracked 
throughout the year. Kids show off their prog-
ress with necklaces and toe tokens. Cost $15

 Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, May 
15, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School, for boys 
and girls ages 8-13 who will be staying home 
alone.  Each student will receive a workbook 
that covers house key safety, outdoor and in-
door and safety (including kitchen), gun safety, 
fire safety, gas leaks, first aid kit essentials, and 
phone and internet safety. Fee: $45.

Babysitters Training: Thursday, June 29, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. Gilead Hill School, for ages 11-17. 
This is an entry level course intended to teach 

age-appropriate skills to care for children of all 
ages. Basic first aid, including adult and child 
CPR, will be taught. Cost is $80.

Summer Adventure Camp: Runs June 26-
Aug. 18. Camp will feature sports, games, na-
ture, arts & crafts, field trips, theme days and 
more. Hours are 6:45 a.m.-5 p.m. Must register 
in advance.

Summer of Swish Basketball Camp: June 
19-22, 8 a.m.-noon, at RHAM High School. 
Cost: $110.

Football Camp: June 26-30, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
RHAM High School. With RHAM Football’s 
head coach and the RHAM football players. 
Fee: $125.

Crafting Camp: June 26-30, 8:30-11:30 a.m., 
at Douglas Library. Fee: $130.

Nerf Zone and Schoolyard Games Camp: 
July 3-7, 8:30-11:30 a.m., at Hebron Elementary 
School, for grades 1-6.

Juneteenth Celebration to be Held June 17
The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) 

is sponsoring its second annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration Saturday, June 17, from 10:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., in collaboration with Hebron Parks & 
Recreation Department’s Hebron Day.

A variety of educational activities will be of-
fered for children, youth and adults, to be held 
in and around the historic Peters House, 150 
East St.  

During the event, attendees will learn about 
the lives of formerly enslaved residents of He-
bron, including Cesar Peters and his fam-
ily, about the path to freedom for all African 
Americans, and the ongoing work necessary to 
ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the benefits 
of living and working in equitable, vibrant and 
diverse communities.

Entertainment will include EvaE Peart and 
Nia Arts, a well-known African drumming and 
dancing troupe (audience invited to partici-

pate!); Lisa Clayton Singers; Hartford’s Proud 
Drum, Drill and Dance Corp.; and Hartford 
Poet Laureate Frederick-Douglass Knowles II.

Kids’ activities will include a Story Walk with 
the book, Juneteenth for Mazie, written and il-
lustrated by Floyd Cooper; scavenger hunt; face 
painting; and more. Adults can take guided 
tours of the Peters House and learn more about 
getting involved with social justice activities.

New this year will be a narrated bus tour of 
several sites in Hebron where Black Americans 
lived and worked, including an archeological 
dig site of the home of Cesar Peters, hosted by 
state archeologist Sarah Sportman. The tours 
will run several times throughout the event.

Once again, about 70 members of the Peters 
family are planning to attend and several of 
them will present information about the life of 
Cesar Peters in artistic form.

Budget Soundly Rejected at Referendum
By Michael Sinkewicz

Despite an increase in turnout, Hebron resi-
dents overwhelmingly rejected both the town 
and CIP budgets this Tuesday, setting up a sec-
ond referendum later this month.

The total proposal, which included funding 
for town government and both local and re-
gional school systems, was for $39.56 million — 
a $2.54 million or 6.88% increase from current 
year spending. 

Hebron voters rejected the spending plan by 
a 1,177—561 tally.

The CIP budget of $847,886 fared even worse, 
and failed 1,182-558. 

Turnout was up to 1,732 from 1,072 the pre-
vious year — a substantial hike. For weeks, resi-
dents have spoken out specifically against the 
inclusion of $245,000 for the design of a new 
Public Works facility, which was a key item of 
the CIP budget.

The mill rate would’ve been 34.09 – a 2.39-
mill increase. The median tax bill was slated to 
be $8,467, an increase of $594.

On Wednesday morning, Town Manager An-
drew Tierney said he wasn’t surprised the bud-
get failed, but didn’t expect the wide margin.

“We heard the people loud and clear,” he said.
Moving forward, the Board of Selectmen will 

discuss potential modifications to the spend-
ing plan. The town budget proposal of $11.22 
million — a $678,954 increase or 6.44% – and 
the local school budget of $12.94 million — a 
$739,274 or 6% increase — are the only options 
to reduce.

While Hebron voters rejected its levy of the 
RHAM budget, the overall proposal was adopt-
ed by the combined vote of the three member 
towns.

The advisory questions included on the bal-
lot reveal that voters largely thought each of the 
budget proposals were “too high.”

Tierney speculated that the mill rate might 
have been a smidge over voters’ comfort level. 
His goal is to try and revise the mill rate to be-
low a 2-mill increase.

“I would hope the towns people would sup-
port that,” he said. 

Another change will involve the $245,000 
for the design of a potential new Public Works 
facility. Tierney said he plans on recommend-
ing to the selectmen that they remove that item 
from the proposal and seek alternative funding 
sources in the future. 

While he emphasized that the design was not 
site specific, perhaps the community was still 

confused over the exact details associated with 
its inclusion in the budget, or generally opposed 
to the Kinney Road/John Horton Boulevard 
building site.

“People thought we were putting the cart be-
fore the horse,” he said. 

The school budget was “tough,” Tierney con-
tinued, and while “it’s nobody’s fault,” Hebron 
battled increased enrollment, which amplified 
its RHAM levy. 

The Hebron Board of Education in February 
adopted a $13.98 million budget proposal for 
2023-24 – a $1.77 million, or 14.5%, increase 
from current year spending. The Board of Fi-
nance then shaved $1 million from that request-
ed increase. 

Previously, Hebron Board of Education 
Chairman Heather Petit requested that $250,000 
be reinstated to the district’s spending plan — a 
request that was not granted.

“I did feel that a reduction of $1 million was a 
bit aggressive,” she said. 

Now, though, Petit’s board may be tasked 
with digesting additional cuts — 933 residents 

felt the budget was too high, while just 313 be-
lieved school spending was too low. 

More cuts, Petit said, would be “detrimental” 
to the schools and programming. 

Superintendent of Schools Thomas Baird 
agreed. 

“I am very concerned that further budget re-
ductions will result in eliminating programming 
we have had in our schools for many years,” he 
said. “Families move to Hebron for our excellent 
schools and we want to continue to provide the 
very best to our students. This keeps housing 
values high and adds to the value of the town at 
large. I hope the community can come together 
and pass a budget that supports our kids.”

After the selectmen’s meeting this week – 
which occurred press time, more information 
on the direction of the budgets, and the an-
ticipated bottom-line reductions, will likely be 
known.

“Hopefully we’ll have some direction coming 
out of that [meeting],” Tierney said. 

The next chance for voters to hit the polls will 
be May 23, he said.

Cleaning Up the Town… Hebron Trail Rangers celebrated Earth Day on April 22 
by joining and cleaning up the parking lot and along the Church Street frontage of 
Raymond Brook Preserve.  This was in participation with the Hebron Green Com-
mittee’s request to pick up trash and litter. Pictured from left are state Rep. Steve Weir 
(R-55) and Trail Rangers Frank Zitkus, Mary Jean Wakefield, Joanna Chester and Ann 
Zitkus.  If interested in joining and/or receiving notification of Hebron Trail Ranger 
activities, email hebrontrail.leader01@gmail.com.
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

860-228-WASH

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $21
Juniors & Seniors $18

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

860-888-2428

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Volunteers Go Bald to Support
Childhood Cancer Research

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation, which funds 
children’s cancer research grants, will host one 
of its head-shaving events at the Hebron Lions 
Fairgrounds Sunday, May 21, where more than 
a dozen people will shave their heads to raise 
money for lifesaving childhood cancer research.

Dr. Juan Vasquez, a pediatric oncologist from 

Yale University, will speak about progress being 
made in treatment. DJ Avery Mullins of Magic 
Moments will provide entertainment. 

To participate in a head-shaving event and 
raise money for cancer research, visit Stbal-
dricks.org/get-involved to learn more.

TTCP Upcoming Events
The Town Center Project (TTCP) has an-

nounced several upcoming events. For ap-
plications or more information, visit the-
towncenterproject.org or facebook.com/
towncenterprojectinc, or email ttcp@thetown-
centerproject.org.

Town-Wide Tag Sale: Fill out an applica-
tion and get on the town-wide map today. The 
event will take place Sunday, May 7, as part of 
Hebron’s Market Day weekend. Want to be in 
the thick of it downtown? Pack up your tag sale 
and bring it to TTCP’s “Brimfield Lite,” centrally 
located downtown on Saturday, May 6. 

Art Show: TTCP is looking for artists to 
participate in Art On Main, Hebron’s juried art 
show, on Saturday, May 6, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This outdoor event will feature artists from 
many forms of media, including watercolor, 
woodworking, oils, ceramics, fibers and more. 

Contact TTCP for an application.
Market Day: TTCP is seeking vendors for its 

Vintage Market and Farmers Market, which will 
both be held Saturday, May 6, from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. If you have vintage flair, love to repurpose, 
redesign, reuse, collect old treasures or simply 
create art out of any media, submit an appli-
cation to participate in the first of what TTCP 
hopes to be an annual event. 

Calling All Musicians – Make Music Day 
Hebron: TTCP is once again bringing Make 
Music Day to Hebron. Make Music Day is an 
international event dedicated to the celebra-
tion of music. This year’s festivities will be held 
Wednesday, June 21. All levels of musicians are 
welcome, in all genres. Musicians will line Main 
Street, bringing back the “Mile of Music.” Sign 
up to participate. 

St. Peter’s News & Notes
Services of Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’s Epis-

copal Church, located at 30 Church St., are held 
each Sunday at 8 a.m. (Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (with 
music). All are invited to the Church Hall for 
coffee and conversation after the services. Priest 
is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balancing Class, Mon-
days, 10- 11 a.m. – cost is $5; Cub Scouts: first 
Mondays of the month, 5:30 p.m.; Fellowship 
Café (Memory Workshop): Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee: 

first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours: 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts: Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.; Vestry: third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; 
Building Networks International, Fridays, 7:30 
a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church St. 

(Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Saturday 
at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and weekday 
Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 6:30 
a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for more infor-
mation. The church office can be reached at 860-
228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: The 
church collects items for the Windham Region 
No Freeze Hospitality Center, which provides 
assistance to homeless adults. The overnight 
stay program has ended for the season. There-
fore, camping equipment is critically needed for 
clients for whom the shelter has been unable to 
acquire temporary or permanent housing: 2- 
and 3-person tents [new or used (clean) with all 
parts]; 8’x10’ and larger tarps (brown or green; 
no bright colors); tent cord or rope; tent stakes; 
and sturdy adult backpacks (new or used in good 
condition). Additional critical needs: paper tow-
els (always needed); men’s and women’s (M,L,XL) 
sweatpants, sweatshirts, and hoodies; men’s (M,L, 

XL) thermal shirts, T-shirts, and boxer briefs; 
women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); Lysol disinfectant 
spray and spray cleaner; liquid cleaner such as 
Pinesol; laundry detergent pods; $15 Stop & Shop 
gift cards for gas to assist people living in their 
cars; and Walmart gift cards. Call to arrange the 
pickup of gift cards. Place donations of goods in 
the designated collection box next to the church’s 
Cry Room. Place large quantities of donations in 
the Cry Room. For more information, call Moni-
ca or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenterCon-
necticut and on YouTube; go to tinyurl.com/
yby64wph to access. 

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7–8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
May 7.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship: Held 
the first Friday of each month from 6–9 p.m. at 
the church. All are invited.

Youth Group Food Drive: The Covenant 
Soup Kitchen in Willimantic is running low on 
supplies. The Youth Group is collecting dona-

tions after church service for the next two weeks 
and then delivering them on May 7. The kitchen 
is in need of canned goods, non-perishables, 
and household items. For a more detailed list, 
see the Covenant Soup Kitchen Facebook page.

Fellowship Luncheon: Sunday, May 7, fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. service. Held out on the patio 
(weather permitting), the luncheon will feature 
hamburgers and hot dogs. Bring a dish and/or 
lawn game to share.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. All are invited to pray for each other, the 
community and the country. Contact the church 
office or website for a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situation. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for local 
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

Painting on Canvas
for AHM

The Gilead Congregational Church Board of 
Missions is sponsoring a paint on canvas event 
to benefit AHM Youth and Family Services’ 
Lanterns Mentoring Program. The program will 
take place Saturday, May 20, at 2 p.m., at the 
church, 672 Gilead St.

Adults and children in grade 7 and up are 
welcome. Cost is $45. RSVP by May 12.

Attendees will create a country bouquet 
painting to take home. All materials will be pro-
vided and you will be guided through every step 
of the painting. Refreshments will be provided.

To register, email Laurie Larsen at 
laurie.p.larsen@gmail.com.

Invasive Walk, Talk and Cut Recap
The Hebron Pollinator Pathway hosted its 

second annual Invasive Walk, Talk and Cut 
event on April 22 at the Raymond Brook Pre-
serve Pollinator Garden on Kinney Road.

Rose Hiskes from the Connecticut Invasive 
Plant Workshop Group led the walk, identify-
ing invasive plants that many folks have on their 
properties. Participants learned how invasives 
overtake native plants by spreading seeds, ex-
tending rhizomes and resprouting stem cuttings 
underground. How to remove or manage inva-
sive species, over time, was the focus of discus-
sions, demonstrations, and instructions.

Mechanical strategies presented were: Cut-
ting: is effective at delaying/preventing seed 
production and depleting plants resources-but, 
follow-up is often necessary; Pulling: is effective 
at removing seedlings; and, Mowing: effective at 
removing vegetation and repeated mowing is an 

effective control strategy for some plant species.  
Chemical strategies included: Leaf Spray: 

which is effective at controlling large infesta-
tions of invasive plants but remember foliar 
herbicide spray can kill non-targeted species as 
well; Cut/Paint: is effective at precise control, 
but disposal of cut material is important to con-
sider given the nature of how plants spread.

A general practice is to prevent seeds from 
spreading by removing invasive plants before 
seeds are  produced. Some plants continue to 
grow, flower, and set seed even after pulling or 
cutting. Seeds can remain viable in the ground 
for many years. If the plant has flowers or seeds, 
place the flowers and seeds in a heavy plastic 
bag “head first” and transport it to a disposal 
site. Lastly, do not compost any invasives unless 
you know there is no viable (living) plant mate-
rial left. 

The Hebron Pollinator Pathway recently hosted its second annual Invasive Walk, Talk 
and Cut event at the Raymond Brook Preserve Pollinator Garden on Kinney Road. 
Pictured from left, bottom row, are Rose Hiskes, Michele Sinkez, Hannah Fiducia; 
top row,  Katie Fiducia, Bonnie Calkins, Jeff Fiducia, Margo Fiducia, Mary Brescia, 
Lynn Sheldon, Kathy Labadorf, Candace O’Shea, Millie Ramsey.

Bottle and Can Drive
Troop 28/1028 Hebron Scouts BSA will hold 

a Bottle and Can Drive fundraiser Saturday, 
May 20, from 9 a.m. -1 p.m., in the Ted’s IGA 
parking lot in Hebron. 

All are asked to bring refundable bottles and 
cans to support local scouts. This fundraiser will 
benefit the Hebron Scouts BSA Troop and help 
make scouting affordable for all participating 
Hebron boys and girls.

Epoch Arts Accepting
Tag Sale Donations

Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-
nual fall tag sale – Epoch’s biggest fundraiser – 
every second and fourth Saturday of the month, 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Do not drop donations off 
at any other time, and do not leave donations 
outside our building. You will only be able to 
drop off donations if somebody is there to ac-
cept them. 

Items not accepted for the sale include: com-
puters and any accessories including monitors, 
printers, keyboards and mouses; televisions; 
child car seats, cribs, mattresses, bed frames, 
couches, encyclopedias, textbooks, large exer-
cise machines, old-style phones and cell phones, 
and large sofa chairs.
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St. Peter’s Plant Sale
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its 

51st annual plant sale Saturday, May 6, from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., at the church, 30 Church St. 
(Route 85), Hebron.

Patrons will have a choice of large hanging 
plants, potted geraniums, perennials, limited 
annuals and vegetables, hanging tomatoes, 
patio pot tomatoes, and small shrubs. The 
plants will be from Paul and Sandy’s in East 
Hampton and Malerba’s Farm in Norwich. 
Also available will be potted perennials from 

parishioners’ gardens, and gently used plant 
and garden items.

Also, the cement statues are back. Mark and 
Theresa Laprise will bring an assortment of 
cement statuary for sale or order.  There will 
also be a display of Pollinator Pathways and 
native plants available for purchase, and plant, 
garden and outdoor items made by parishio-
ners.

For more information, visit www.StPeter-
sHebron.com.	

Lions Scholarships Available for Residents
The Hebron Lions Club is offering three schol-

arships for 2023 and is looking for RHAM or 
Hebron resident senior candidates. The Lions 
are offering two $4,000 scholarships for those in-
dividuals attending a four-year college and one 
$2,000 scholarship to those attending a two-year 
college or trade/career school program.

Applicants must be high school seniors, resi-
dents of the Hebron or active members of the 
RHAM Leos Club, and must plan to attend a 
college or technical/career school in the 2023-24 
school year.

Recipients will be selected based on financial 
need, scholastic achievement, extracurricular ac-
tivities, community service and other criteria es-

tablished by the Hebron Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee. 

Applications are available in the RHAM High 
School guidance counselors’ office, and are also 
online at www.Hebronctlions.org/lions-scholar-
ships. Once completed, forms can be submitted by 
sending them via email to Lion Brenda Johnson at 
Brenda.Johnson@HebronHarvestFair.org, or can 
be mailed to Hebron Lions Club, c/o Brenda John-
son, Chairman, Hebron Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee, 347 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. 

Completed forms must be received by May 13 
for consideration. For more information, contact 
Lion Richard Griswold at Richard.Griswold@He-
bronHarvestFair.org.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St. Pas-
tor is Gary Boye.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. People 
can also watch live online at www.facebook.
com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: The next Open Pan-
try is in May; watch for the date soon. Caring 

Shepherds distributes household and hygiene 
items, as well as food pantry staples, Bibles, 
and prayers. For more information, call Caring 
Shepherds Ministry at 860-494-0431.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open to 
all walks of faith. Ande Shutler is director. Call 
860-228-5134 for more information. The center 
is taking applications for summer camp; the ap-
plication form is at www.clecchebron.org.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Sunday Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
Services are also available on YouTube at www.
bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at 
tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 5/6: Favorites 

Tea, 2 p.m.; 5/8: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.; 5/9: AA 
meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 5/10: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.; 
5/11: Trustees meeting at 7 p.m.

Yoga in the Fellowship Hall: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Call Jennifer 
Goodine of Wise Warrior Yoga to register, at 
860-531-2217. There will be no yoga Saturdays, 
May 6 or June 3.

Card-Making: Sunday, May 21, at 11:30 
a.m., cost is $15 with a portion being sent to the 
Connecticut Food Foodshare. All are welcome; 
email gayle.sylvester@comcast.net to register.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. The 
senior center newsletter is online at tinyurl.
com/3xfm862d. For more information, contact 
the senior center or look to the senior newsletter. 

Adopt a Plot – Beautify the Senior Cen-
ter: Would you like to help beautify the senior 
center? If so, there are 4x4 plots (general size) 
available to adopt. Create a spot with flowers 
and maintain throughout the season. Call Linda 
at the senior center for more information or to 
adopt a plot. 

Bridging the Digital Divide: Wednesday, 
May 17, 10:30 a.m. William Seaman from NEAT 
(New England Assistive Technology) will gives 
an overall presentation on technology, and will 
then be available to set up one-to-one appoint-
ments for specific questions and needs. Bring 
your device (if you’re able or choose to).

Chatham Health Monthly Presentation: 
Wednesday, May 17, 2 p.m. The topic will be 
mental health. Anyone can attend. 

RHAM Bingo: Wednesday, May 17, 2:30-
4 p.m., run by RHAM National Honor Soci-
ety students. The games are free and prizes are 
awarded. 

Shopping Trips: Fridays at 10 a.m. Schedule 
is: Big Y, May 12; Stop and Shop, May 19; and 
Walmart, May 26. Registration for each trip is 
required by the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. 

Massage Therapy: Mondays and Thursdays, 
by appointment. Massage therapist Beverly 
Williams will perform 25-minute (for $25) or 
50-minute (for $50) chair or table massages or 
hot stone massages. Appointments available 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday and from 11:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Thursday. Call the senior center 
to make an appointment. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 

the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank arrival 
is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own bags. 
Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, some are free, and most re-
quire pre-registration. Detailed information is 
in the monthly newsletter or at the senior center. 
Exercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration 
required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Technology Assistance: Dates vary, 
call for times; Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; massage, sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the month, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Movie Monday (once per month; call for 
date and title).

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; mobile food truck 
and HIHS Food Bank transportation, 11 a.m.; 
Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Card-Stamping, 1-2:15 p.m.

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mindful Medi-
tation, first and third Wednesdays, 10:15-11:15 
a.m.; RHAM bingo, third Wednesday of the 
month (through May), 2:30-4 p.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sunshine 
Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m. 

Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group, 
first and third Fridays of the month, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.; Created to Create Open Arts Group, 
second and fourth Fridays of the month, 10:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For more info and full 
program descriptions, and to register, call the 
library at 860-228-9312 or visit www.douglasli-
brary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Schedule: May 
5, Maybe I Do (rated PG-13); May 12, 80 for 
Brady (PG-13): May 19, Ant-Man and the Wasp: 
Quantumania (PG-13); May 26, Creed III (PG-
13). Bottled water and individually wrapped 
snacks will be provided. 

That’s Weird! Thursday, May 11, 1 p.m., pre-
sented by the Connecticut Historical Society. 
This presentation explores some of the society’s 
strangest items, such as earrings made of human 
hair, and a piece of a revered state tree carved in 
the shape of a ham. 

Spirited Book Discussion: Wednesday, May 
17, 7 p.m. at the American Legion hall, located 
next door. This month, The Queen’s Secret by 
Karen Harper will be discussed. Copies of the 
book are available for checkout at the Adult Cir-
culation Desk. Must be over 21 to attend. 

Rosie the Riveter: Thursday, May 25, 1 p.m., 
presented by the Connecticut Historical Society. 

Look at propaganda posters, art, music, photos, 
and hear real-life accounts of Connecticut wom-
en who worked for victory in World War II.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Tuesday, 
June 6, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the community room. 
Register on redcross.org.

Teens & Adults Take & Make for Mother’s 
Day: Want to make your own soy candle? Pick 
up your kit from the Adult Circulation Desk 
while supplies last

Chess Night: There are pickup games every 
Thursday during May at 4 p.m. All skill levels 
are welcome.

Teen Meetings: Wednesdays, May 10 and 31, 
2:30-3:30pm. Bring ideas for summer programs.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Children’s Storytime: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 a.m. These are family classes for chil-
dren birth to 5. There are stories, crafts, songs 
and interactive play. No registration is required. 
This program is free and open to the public. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Open Space Committee Receives Award
At its annual meeting on April 15, Joshua’s 

Trust presented the Hebron Open Space Land 
Acquisition Committee (OSLAC) with its 
“Group Conservationist of the Year” Award.

The award is granted by the Trust to a group 
that “exemplifies values of preserving land in 
the interest of Conservation [...].”  In the Trust’s 
official notification to the town, as stated by 
Karen Zimmer, secretary of the Trust, “We are 
impressed with the good work that this com-
mittee has done for the benefit of Hebron’s citi-
zens over the past 25 years.”  

In a press release, Hebron OSLAC secretary 
Frank Zitkus noted multiple resident surveys 
rank Hebron’s rural setting and open spaces 
as top reasons that people move to and live in 
Hebron. Residents of Hebron and beyond enjoy 
Burnt Hill Park and Raymond Brook Preserve; 

protected forests from border to border along 
the Air Line Trail; and other open spaces with 
preserved trail systems. He said all are possible 
because of Hebron’s OSLAC efforts. 

Zitkus added, “Receiving this prestigious 
award from this highly respected land trust is 
recognition of the significant efforts of OSLAC 
members and town staff combined with finan-
cial support from the Board of Selectmen, Board 
of Finance and state DEEP, as well as vast public 
support, as evidenced by near unanimous town 
meeting votes for open space property acquisi-
tions over the years.”

Joshua’s Trust is an accredited land trust 
that currently operates in 14 towns in Tolland, 
Windham and New London counties and owns 
open space properties or easements totaling 
more than 5,000 acres.

Karen Zimmer of Joshua’s Trust presents Hebron’s Open Space Land Acquisition 
Committee with their “Group Conservationist of the Year Award”.  Pictured from left:  
Frank Zitkus, Hebron’s OSLAC Secretary; Karen Zimmer, Joshua’s Trust Secretary; 
Brian O’Connell, OSLAC Chairman; Jim Cordier, Hebron’s Inland Wetlands and Con-
servation Officer and OSLAC member; and John Mullaney, OSLAC Vice Chairman

Tax Abatement Applications Available
Applications for property tax abatements are 

available to Hebron residents. There is a town 
ordinance that defers property taxes when those 
taxes exceed 8 percent of total household in-
come from any source.

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax 
liability would be capped at $2,400. The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400. The abatements would apply to 
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 
would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate. Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate of 1.5%, signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent 
taxes (18%). 

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the town manager’s 
office at 860-228-5971. Applications will be 
mailed upon request. The application deadline 
is June 1.

Students Complete Internships
Two local residents were among the Eastern 

Connecticut State University students complet-
ed internships this spring 2023 semester.

Kelly Ayen of Hebron, a senior majoring in 
social work, interned with Horace W. Porter 
School in Columbia. 

“I pursued this particular internship because 
the student clients have a diverse range of age 
spreading from K-8th grade gifting me an ex-
perience with clients from both elementary and 
middle school cohorts,” said Ayen.

Meanwhile, Rebecca Ristow of Amston, a 

senior majoring in theatre, who interned with 
TheaterWorks Hartford. 

“I was able to be the assistant director for 
their production of Queen of Basel, which I pur-
sued because I knew I’d be able to learn from 
industry professionals and make valuable con-
nections,” Ristow said. “I was lucky to be able to 
experience the entire rehearsal process at a re-
gional theatre company, seeing the project come 
to life from its first stages! This was extremely 
valuable as a theatre student who wants to pur-
sue directing as a career path.”
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860)295-9251
NOW 

OPEN!
BE 

SAFE!
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New
sandwiches
Chicken Cutlet Grinder

with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo
Barbecue Pulled Pork

with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized 

onions & horseradish sauce
Cheeseburger with your

choice of toppings
— ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES —

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Mother’s 
Day pies, 
cakes and 
delicious 
desserts 
& treats!

    
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Parks and Rec Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203.

Special Event: Kids Fishing Derby: Sunday, 
May 7, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park, for ages 4-15. 
Registration is $10. Prizes will be awarded for 
biggest fish, smallest fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Kids/Family Sewing – PJ 
Shorts: Saturday, May 6, 10-11:30 a.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center, for ages 8 and up. All 
supplies included. Fee: $48/resident, $53/non-
resident. 

Tennis Lessons: Tuesdays, May 9-30, at Blish 
Park. Ages 5-7 are 3:45-4:30 p.m., and are $65/
resident, $70/non-resident; ages 8-12 are 4:30-
5:30 p.m. and are $85/resident, $90/non-resi-
dent.

Lifeguard Certification Course: Sundays, 
May 14 and 21, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., at Camp 
Hemlocks in Hebron. For ages 15 and up. Par-
ticipants who successfully complete the course 
receive an American Red Cross certificate for 
Lifeguarding/First Aid/CPR/AED, valid for 2 

years. Registration fee is $350.
Junior Golf Clinic: Tuesday, May 16, 4:45-6 

p.m., at Minnechaug Golf Course in Glaston-
bury. Fee: $40.

Adult Program: Zumba: Thursdays through 
May 11, 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the conference room 
at Fire Station No. 2 and virtually. There is a $10 
drop-in fee each week.

Adult Golf Clinic: Friday, May 19, 5:30-7 
p.m., at Minnechaug Golf Course. Fee: $40.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Cost is $5 per 
week; drop in. Session runs until June 2.

Trips: New York Yankees Bus Trip: Sunday, 
May 28. See the San Diego Padres vs. New York 
Yankees, at 1:05 p.m. Fee: $120 for upper-level 
outfield, $165 for sections 232-234. Bus departs 
Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury at 7:30 
a.m., and returns at 6 p.m.

Cemetery
Spring Clean-Up

The annual cemetery spring clean-up 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 6, at Marl-
boro Cemetery. Volunteers are invited to 
participate and are asked to meet at 9 a.m.  
Residents are asked to remove any personal 
items and decorations prior to the clean-up. 

All items found to be in violation of cem-
etery rules and regulations or a hindrance 
to maintenance will be removed. These 
items include shepherd hooks, glass objects, 
items hanging from trees, pots, or items 
beyond the front of the stone. Consult the 
town’s website, www.marlboroughct.net, for 
a complete listing. 

Commission on Aging News
The Marlborough Commission on Aging 

meets every third Wednesday of the month at 11 
a.m., at Town Hall.

Also, the commission, in collaboration with 
Marlborough Senior Center, invites ages 50 and 
up to the fourth speaker series being held at 
Goodwin University in East Hartford. The event 
is Tuesday, May 16. The topic is Purposeful En-
gagement in Your Community. If you need a ride 

to the event, sign up with Vi Schwarzmann at the 
senior center, by calling 860-295-6209.  To regis-
ter for the event, go to tinyurl.com/bdfsztc5.

Mahjong Weekly: There is a mahjong group 
that plays at the Fire House on Wednesdays at 
1:30 p.m. If there is enough interest, another 
group could be held at the senior center. For in-
formation concerning the Commission on Ag-
ing, contact Colleen Kaplan at 860-918-5705.

Openings on
Commissions

The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 
looking for people to join one of the following 
commissions: 	

Economic and Community Development, 
Lake Advisory, Nature Trails and Sidewalks, 
Water Pollution Control Authority, Commis-
sion on Aging and the Cemetery Committee. 
The application form can be accessed from our 
website at www.marlboroughct.net; the link is 
at the bottom of the page on the left-hand side.

For more information about any of these 
commissions, email CEO@marlborough.ct.net.

Light Turnout Passes Small Budget Increase
By Jack Lakowsky

This week a small group of Marlborough vot-
ers, just over 300 according to interim town 
manager Amy Traversa, passed the combined 
town and school budget of about $27.10 mil-
lion, an increase of close to $329,000 or 1.23% 
over the current spending plan. 

Marlborough’s was a relatively quiet bud-
get process compared to the scuff-ups in East 
Hampton and Colchester. 

The budget passed easily, with 253 ‘yes’ and 
just over 50 ‘no’ ones. 

Some good news for local taxpayers – the mill 
rate has gone down for the second year in a row, 
from a rate of 35.55 to 34.73, a drop of .82 mill. 
Now, if your property’s assessed at $250,000, 
your annual tax bill will be about $8,700. 

There’s some growth in the grand list, another 
plus, growing in value by about $6.5 million. 

School board chair Wes Skorski said, “I’m 
very thankful that the budget passed, and that 
the town supports one of our largest and most 
valuable assets. 	

“The budget adds two very important posi-
tions: a Director of Operations and a School 
Resource Officer (SRO). The Director of Opera-
tions will be responsible for the physical build-
ing and as well as the technology infrastructure 
within the school – both functions have been 
critically needed for a long time.”

The SRO was a topic of controversy before the 
budget process began in-earnest, when the se-
lectboard agreed to fund just 10% of the salary 
of the new armed guard posted at Marlborough 
Elementary School. 

The school board budget, increasing less than 
1%, also looks to start a long-term capital plan. 
Before Superintendent of Schools Holly Hage-
man took over, MES had no long-term plan for 
its facilities, which many school districts use. 
The budget hopes to fund an architectural study 
to get this off the ground, informing a long-
term plan.

The budget replaces five problem doors. For 
two decades, according to local Fire Marshal 
and selectman Joe Asklar, these doors haven’t 
met fire code; they’re simply too heavy. 

Hageman has said the budget commits to 
class-size guidelines, supporting programs that 
show “demonstrable results,” supporting the 
“branding” of MES, considering new programs 
after studies and resident input, look to other 
high-performing schools to guide decisions, 
and aims for fiscal responsibility, collaboration 
with the finance and select boards, and to seek 
alternate funds through outside sources. 

On the budget passing, Hagemen told the 
Rivereast: “We are extremely grateful to the citi-
zens of Marlborough for voting in favor of the 

town budget which includes the school district 
budget.

“In addition to the essential new positions of 
the School Resource Officer and the Director 
of Operations, the school budget allows us to 
maintain advantageous class sizes, implement 
high-quality instructional and extracurricular 
programs, and provide services that are inte-
gral to the success of Marlborough Elementary 
School students.”

 In addition, the approved capital funding will 
allow us to engage in an architectural study of 
the school building and grounds leading to the 
development of a long-term capital Plan. 

“Both the study and the plan will put the 
school district in a position to be eligible for 
federal or state reimbursement for projects in-
tended to maintain and enhance the facility’s 
infrastructure, systems, and exterior spaces.”

On the town operations budget, which is 
about $6.26 million, finance board member 
Ken Hjulstrom said there were many mistakes 

in the budget that had to be rectified, like health 
insurance and legal fee calculations, and he feels 
the town doesn’t have faith in its own numbers. 
Hjulstrom opposed the approval, and board 
member Chris Barella abstained. 

Hjulstrom also took issue with the town’s not 
using $70,000 in public works reserves to work 
on the town garage, and some finance board 
members questioned the $300,000 eyed for 
HVAC work at town hall. 

Town public works director Peter Hughes said 
patching the HVAC system has cost $90,000 in 
five years and will likely keep rising.	

With a sharp – and certainly fortunate – de-
crease in capital spending, the total town re-
quest, including general operations and capi-
tal needs, is about 7.30%, combined with the 
school board request, it comes in at about 8%. 

After the budget vote, Hjulstrom said there 
are still unanswered questions and possible mis-
takes, particularly about the high HVAC repair 
costs. 

‘Horsepower’ Car Show
All are invited to the first-ever car show at 

The Farm at Carter Hill, 86 E. Hampton Rd., 
Marlborough, on Sunday, June 11, to benefit 
the horses of the CT Draft Horse Rescue.  Car 
entries must arrive between 9 and 11 a.m., and 
general admission starts at 11 a.m. 

Car entry tickets and general admission tick-
ets are available at tinyurl.com/3xk7yz5b. Cash 
entries are available during the day of the event.  
Awards will be presented at 2:30 p.m. There will 
be live music by local band Beth and the Boys. 

Food and drinks will be available for purchase. 
There will be raffles and games, trophy awards 
and more. 

The CDHR is a nonprofit organization lo-
cated in East Hampton, dedicated to saving the 
lives of neglected or abused draft horses as well 
as draft horses heading to slaughter. 

For more information, visit www.ctdraftres-
cue.org or www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, or 
email ctdraftrescue@aol.com.

Lions ‘Round the Lake 5K 
The Marlborough Lions will hold their 39th an-

nual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race on Sunday 
May 28. The race will utilize electronic timing 
with computerized race results. The race starts 
promptly at 10:30 a.m. The race is now a registered 
5K per CT USATF Certification CT 18052JHP.

The entry fee is $30 and runners must be reg-
istered by the day prior to the race.  Shirts will 
be guaranteed for those who pre-register by May 
13, with additional shirts provided to runners as 
available. There is also a $60 package price for 
groups of immediate family members participat-
ing in the race. Same-day registrations need to be 
signed in by 10 a.m. Runners will start near the 
entrance to Blish Park on Park Road and will pro-
ceed on a course, which circles Lake Terramuggas.

The Lions Club supports programs which ad-
dress various issues including blindness, drug 
abuse prevention and diabetes awareness in addi-
tion to supporting local organizations such as the 

Marlborough Food and Fuel Banks and perform-
ing annual vision screening for Marlborough’s El-
ementary School students.

The Marlborough Lions offered their thanks to 
many local businesses, which have provided race 
sponsorships of $100, $250 and $500 over the 
years.  If any additional businesses wish to pro-
vide sponsorships, contact one of the Lions listed 
below. The business sponsor’s information will be 
printed on the shirts handed out to runners.

To register or for more information, contact 
Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116 or Lions Club 
President Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 or  Marl-
boroughCTLions@gmail.com. Registration forms 
are also available at various locations. People can 
also register online at itsyourrace.com; search for 
Marlborough Lions.
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

860-372-4967
185 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield

natlhealth@aol.com

Joe Wroblewski & Associates llc
Please Call Joe 

& Laurie for
a FREE,

No Obligation 
Consultation
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We Specialize In The Medicare Market Place
New To Medicare? We Can Help!!

 CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES AND OPTIONS

Turning 65?
Losing employer coverage?
Need extra help with Medicare 
prescription drug coverage?

Hospital Indemnity Plans
Medigap Supplements

Advantage Plans
Dental Plans for Medicare 

Eligible Individuals

— HELPING PEOPLE IN THE AREA FOR 25 YEARS —
Not Affiliated with the federal Medicare program. We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited

to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Lions Club Raffling Kayak
The Marlborough Lions are raffling off a 10-

foot Ascend kayak with paddle and a one-year 
rental of a kayak rack at Marlborough’s Blish 
Park. Note that use of the rack at Blish Park is 
limited to Marlborough residents, but the raffle 
for the kayak is open to everyone. 

Raffle tickets are $20 each. Tickets will be sold 
at various locations through May 28 or can be 
purchased from Marlborough Lions Club mem-

bers. Proceeds will support the Lions.
The raffle drawing will take place at Blish Park 

Sunday, May 28. Winners need not be present. 
For more information or to purchase raffle 

tickets, call Lions Club President Megan Lloyd 
at 413-687-5537, or Lions Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054 or Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information.

Monday, May 8: Free bread and bakery 
goods, 10 a.m.; socialization, 8-ball pool, 10 
a.m.-noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: bar-
becue pork, tater tots, green beans, 100% whole 
wheat bread, fresh fruit, chocolate pudding; 
Meals-on-Wheels, noon; setback or cards of 
choice, 1-4 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 9: Grocery Shopping, 8:30 
a.m.-noon; Driver’s Safety Course, 8:30 a.m.-
noon; free bread and bakery goods, 10 a.m.; 
Meals-on-Wheels, noon. 

Wednesday, May 10: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Speaker Suzanne So-
rensen, Buckingham Heights, 11 a.m.; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. 
Menu: baked ham, potato salad, peas & carrots, 
12-grain bread, fresh fruit; setback, 1-4 p.m.; 
Sophisticated Ladies, 5-7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 11: Tai Chi, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 

Meals-on-Wheels, noon.
Friday, May 12: Socialization, 8-Ball Pool, 

Mahjong Playing Cards, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. 
Menu: beef meatballs with gravy, garlic smashed 
potatoes, vegetable blend, 100% whole wheat 
bread, fresh fruit; Setback, 1-4 p.m. 

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford.

Transportation: Available Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday. Transportation available to the 
senior center, shopping, and medical and non-
medical appointments. A 36-hour advance reg-
istration is required. Masks are also required, as 
well as appropriate distancing.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), the food bank is open Tues-
days from 10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The 
food bank is open to qualified residents in need 
of food. Transportation for seniors and physi-
cally challenged individuals is available; call the 
senior center for a ride.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 
10 a.m. Worship is streamed every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service.

May 7: Worship will include Holy Com-
munion with the Rev. Valerie Seaver leading 
the service. At Marlborough Congregational 
Church, Communion is open to all, regardless 
of church affiliation, including children with pa-
rental guidance. The bread used is gluten free. 
Next Sunday is a Bluegrass Sunday, with the 
church’s Joyful Blue Bluegrass Band providing 
the music along with a guest preacher, the Rev. 
Marilyn Kendrix.

Outreach: The church supports a variety 
of mission projects. Second quarter mission-
giving will go to AHM Mental Health Fund. 
The church collects non-perishable food items 
year-round for Marlborough Food Bank with a 

basket located in the narthex for Sunday wor-
shipers to bring their donations. The Drive-
Thru Café provides a take-away hot meal at the 
church to Marlborough Food Bank clients on 
the last Sunday of every month (except July and 
August). Once a month the youth groups pre-
pare and serve a meal to residents at Florence 
Lord Housing.  Once in May and November, 
the church sponsors the evening meal at the St. 
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown.

AA meets downstairs in the Great Hall 
Wednesdays with two meetings, one at noon 
and another at 7:30 p.m. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Open for sell-
ing and donations Fridays from noon-3 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop 
also sells items year-round through eBay at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
the church office at 860-295-9050 or the Rev. 
Valerie Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc; John McKaig is deacon 
emeritus. Heather Mancini is church secretary 
and can be reached at 860-295-0001; hours are 
Monday-Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. People are asked to call before heading 
over or connect via email at stjohnfisher30@
yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Sun-
days, 4-5 p.m. 

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: This is an active 
family faith formation program for the church’s 
kindergarten through middle school popula-
tion. For more information, call the church of-
fice.

Confirmation Community: The church’s ac-
tive 9th- and 10th-grade confirmation program 

continues. Registration is required as well. 
Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 

from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information can be found on the church web-
site.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. Sandwich-
making and collection is the last Thursday of the 
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown. 
The Community Garden is once again breaking 
ground to benefit Marlborough Food Bank and 
supply fresh produce in season. Garden volun-
teers are always welcome. Other scheduled ser-
vice opportunities can be found on the church 
website and are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs or adult faith 
formation, youth group, RCIA, Knights of Co-
lumbus or other ministries, call the office, visit 
www.stjfchurch.org, or look for the church on 
Facebook (Saint John Fisher Roman Catholic 
Church).

500 Acts of Kindness 

On a recent Saturday,  dozens of people 
gathered at St. John Fisher Church and, 
led by members of the church’s Teen 
Youth Group, completed 500 Acts of 
Kindness. Teen leader Abigail Pace, pic-
tured here, oversaw several projects as the 
500 Acts of Kindness were completed to 
benefit dozens of organizations.

On a rainy Saturday in April, dozens of people 
gathered at St. John Fisher Church with a uni-
fied goal in mind: completing 500 Acts of Kind-
ness. Led by members of the church’s Teen Youth 
Group, projects were designed to benefit groups 
in Marlborough and beyond.

Hundreds of Easter eggs were filled with candy 
for festive hunting and gifting for numerous kids 
in several towns, including those whose families 
benefit from services provided by the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank and Catholic Worker House 
which offers support programs for kids who live 
in poverty and violence.

Other projects completed included making 
hundreds of sandwiches and filling lunch bags 
which were delivered to Immacare and House of 
Bread, shelters that serve the hungry, homeless 
and needy with compassion, dignity, and respect. 
Blankets were made for Head Start East Hartford, 
a program that promotes school readiness for 
children of low-income families, and A Hand Up, 
an organization which helps people transitioning 
from homelessness into a home of their own. Ac-
tivity bags for children were created and shared 
with My Sister’s Place shelter, and the Hartford 
and York Correctional Center and York Correc-
tional for kids visiting incarcerated relatives. 

Also, some spring pansies were transplanted 
into hand-decorated pots to be given to Marl-
borough residents who receive well-check visits, 
Marlborough Senior Center, and to brighten up 
the rooms at Marlborough Health & Rehabilita-
tion Center and By the River Residential Care 
Home, Marlborough. Over 200 candy bags and 
cards of cheer and hope were decorated for Grace 
Academy and Covenant Prep (transforming the 
lives of kids in Hartford through education); 
City Mission (Christian nonprofit focused on 
community development through children and 
youth); Community 1st (empowering kids in the 
North End of Hartford with education); Mercy 
Shelter (for families experiencing homelessness); 
Meals on Wheels; and more.

In the end, well more than 500 Acts of Kind-
ness were completed.

“Seeing everyone working together reminded 

us of how kindness has a ripple effect,” observed 
Jennifer O’Neill, director of youth ministry at St. 
John Fisher Church. “How lucky we are to have 
incredible people who are willing to use their 
hands and hearts to answer the call to help our 
neighbors.”

Organizers said they would especially like to 
thank the local merchants who so generously do-
nated gift cards and supplies that made this day 
possible: Ace Hardware in East Hampton; Big Y 
of Marlborough; Knights of Columbus; and Stop 
& Shop in East Hampton. Grant funds received 
from were also utilized.

St. John Fisher Church is located at 30 Jones 
Hollow Rd. More information is available at 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Workshop on
Rock-Carving

Marlborough Arts Center will hold a 
workshop on Rock-Carving Saturday, May 
6, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at the center, 231 N. 
Main St. All materials will be covered in the 
$60 fee. This class is offered to adults and 
teenagers.

A class registration form can be down-
loaded from marlborougharts.org and 
mailed with a check for $60 to the Marlbor-
ough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447.

For more information, contact the 
Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or marlbor-
oughartscenter@gmail.com.

Purposeful Engagement
in Your Community

The Commission on Aging, in collaboration 
with the Marlborough Senior Center, invites 
ages 50 and up to the fourth speaker series be-
ing held at Goodwin University. 

The event is Tuesday, May 16, and the topic 
is Purposeful Engagement in Your Community. 
If you need a ride to the event, sign up with Vi 
Schwarzmann at the senior center, at 860-295-
6209.   A link to register for the event is at ti-
nyurl.com/bdfsztc5.

 Veterans
Award Ceremony

Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs are hosting a Vet-
erans Awards Ceremony Monday, May 8, 
at 4 p.m., in the community room at Marl-
borough Elementary School, to honor all 
Marlborough veterans who served during 
the Korean War or during the Vietnam era. 

All residents wishing to join in paying trib-
ute to the local veterans are welcome to attend. 

Republicans
Spring Plant Sale

The Marlborough Republicans are selling 
geraniums and hanging plants, which will be 
ready for pickup on Saturday, May 13, from 
9-11 a.m. at the Marlborough Town Hall park-
ing lot. These plants will be available just in time 
for Mother’s Day. 

The geraniums will be available in a variety of 
colors, including red, white, pink and fuchsia at 
a price of $7 each. The assorted sun and shade 
hanging plants will be sold at $25 each.

Orders can be placed by calling Louise Con-
codello at 860-295-0201 or Barbara Murray 
860-295-0792.

These plants are being supplied by Paul’s & 
Sandy’s Garden Center in East Hampton.
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Quality Measures CMS Rating

 “My sister lives at Marlborough and they are taking very 
good care of her. The place is clean, and the staff is excellent. 
Especially Nurse Tara, very attentive, smart, and caring.”
  — Brother of a Resident

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447 | 860.295.9531 | www.marlboroughhealthcare.com

860.295.9531
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(860) 228-8512 

NOW IS THE TIME!

30 Main St. Hebron, CT 06248
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Don’t miss this opportunity, 
we have buyers ready, waiting, 
and willing to pay. Call today!

Choose a fellowship-trained 
specialist.

Go where all major 
insurances are accepted.

Rest assured that we have 
Saturday Urgent Ortho hours.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Middlesex Orthopedic Surgeons and Orthopedic Associates of 
Middletown have come together to form the largest orthopedic 
practice in Middlesex County. The combined expertise of our 
fellowship trained orthopedic and spine specialists delivers 
excellence in patient treatment and experience. Take the fi rst step. 
Middlesex Orthopedic & Spine Associates. One step closer to relief.

MIDDLETOWN   |    HEBRON   |    MARLBOROUGH   |    WESTBROOK   |    NORTH HAVEN MIDDLESEXORTHO.COM

JOINT REPLACEMENT  |   SPINE  |   FOOT & ANKLE  |   HAND & UPPER EXTREMITY  |   SPORTS MEDICINE  |   PHYSICAL THERAPY  |   AND MORE
CIT5-4-23

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough
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109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Top Soil, Compost 
& Mulch

Delivery Available

Hanging Baskets, Annuals & Perennials

We have expanded our store again!
Seasonal Wreaths, Crafts & so much more!

Brown, Black
& Red Mulch

$48 /yard

MOTHER’S
DAY

Baskets & 
Flowers!

Local Artwork 
On Display

Local painter Roy Wrenn and local sculptor 
Neal Alderman are among the artists currently 
exhibiting their works at Marlborough Town 
Hall, 26 N. Main St.

The work will be on display through June. 

Members’ Art Show 
The Marlborough Arts Center’s Members’ 

Art Show is open Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays, from 1-4 p.m., through May 28. 
All are invited. The center is located at 231 
N. Main St.

Photos of all works on exhibit can be seen 
at www.marlborougharts.org.
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Why Pay More to Sell Your Home?!
“1% Full-Service Listings”

Services Offered: 
Market Analysis & Value Optimization Strategy

Professional Home Photography

Full Listing Visibility on All MLS Websites

Sign & Electronic Lock Box

Open Houses Conducted

Experienced, Responsive, Professional Service
Contract Term

Listing Commission

2.5% Broker


?


?
?

6 months +

$10,550

Rockoff Realty








90 days

$4,220

20 Bear Swamp Road, Andover Sold for $422,000 – our client saved $6,330!

This is just one of the 330+ homes we have sold all across CT with a 
1% Full-Service Listing fee. This is the same suite of services provided 
by other Realtors who traditionally charge a 2.5% fee. If you would like 

to sell your home, receive superior service, and save thousands of 
dollars, call Kevin Rockoff, Broker/Co-Owner, at 860-882-9598.

You can also visit rockoffrealty.com to learn more
about our “1% Full Service Listings”!

The Buyer Broker fee, if any, is separate and determined by the Seller.

Rockoff Realty LLC, 87 Main Street, Hebron CT 06248

 “We are so glad we picked Rockoff Realty to sell 
our home. Everything went smoothly and Kevin was 

Just

Sold
!

always available to answer any questions we had. Kevin has a top-notch staff 
that handled everything from staging recommendations, pricing, listing write 
up, and professional photography that included aerial photos of our home.
 We saved over $6,000 compared to the other 4 realtors that we interviewed 
that provided the exact same level of services. Our home had 3 serious offers 
within 3 days after the listing went live, and we closed last week without a 
hitch. Highly recommend!”
  — Tom & Sue, April 2023
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Resident Chips into Lacrosse Win
The Lasell University men’s lacrosse team 

defeated Johnson & Wales this week, 13-5 – 
and Colchester resident Casey Hart contrib-

uted to the win.
Hart led the team with three caused turn-

overs. 

Library Friends Seek Donations
The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library group 

is accepting donations for its June Book Sale. 
All are asked to donate their books, movies, 

music, games and puzzles at the Cragin Me-

morial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., during May.  
People are asked to donate complete games and 
puzzles. 

The book sale will run from June 2-7. 

RE5-5-23

Ideally, for the very first time, you should understand
what are you looking for in a dating app. A friend? or a
spouse? just want to meet random interesting people? or
just want a date?. Choosing the purpose is fundamental
and affects the whole other things.

What are some changes that will happen after 
the PHE ends on May 11th?

IS ENDING, ARE YOU READY?

HUSKY Health members will need to renew
their coverage between March 2023 and 
 March 2024
Coverage for COVID-19 testing may change

How will I know if this affects me?

THE COVID-19 PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCY

A federal PHE allows states to take special actions. These
include expanding health care coverage or adding benefits,

like the SNAP emergency payments.

Please contact us at
info@chathamhealth.org 

with any questions. 

For more information:

You may receive a notification by
mail if your benefits will be

affected. Check with your provider
to determine any changes to your

benefits.  
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INSURANCE
Business, Personal, Home, Auto, Boat && More!

(860) 537-4661 | www.GerhardtInsurance.com
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCY
EXPER IENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
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RANKED #1 IN 2022! Want the best  
for your family?  
TRUST OURS!

www.countrysiderealtyct.com

(860) 228-8512
30 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors  

and the Connecticut SmartMLS

Countryside Realty would like to 
extend a sincere “Thank You”  

to their clients for their  
Loyalty, Trust, Referrals  

and Repeat Business 
throughout the years.

Countryside Realty of 30 Main St.  
in Hebron ranked #1 for 2022  

in number of properties            in total 
for Hebron, Lebanon, Colchester, 

Columbia, Coventry, and Andover!*

The Agents at Countryside Realty credit  
their success to a deep understanding of the 

market, and their relentless focus on  
customer service.

SOLD

RE4-14-23
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July 5th -
July 28th

Championskarate47@gmail.com

860-531-8746

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester
Three-Troop Car WashUkrainian Catholic Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 

on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Boy Scout troops 72, 13 and 109 are going to 
have a car wash Saturday, May 6, from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., at Advanced Auto on Linwood Avenue 
(Route 16), Colchester. 

The purpose of the car wash is to raise funds 
to maintain the three troops camping programs 
and other activities. The proceeds will be divid-
ed between the three Boy Scout troops so that 
summer camp, trip travel expenses and ongoing 
programs can be funded by the scouts paying 
for their own way.

Donations to the three-troop project fund 
will be appreciated.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell-dog related items for its 
ninth annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” 

The event will be held on the Town Green on 
Sunday, May 21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Vendor 
slots are available at $40 per booth. There is no 
charge for nonprofit organizations. 

Email tagnobark@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

Polka Dinner Dance
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 

395 South Main St., will host a Polka Dinner 
Dance Sunday, May 7. 

Dinner will be served at 1 p.m., and in-
cludes choice of chicken marsala or pork 
roast with rice, roasted vegetables, coleslaw 
and a roll with butter. Dennis Poliski and the 
Maestro’s Men will play from 2-6 p.m. 

Advanced tickets only. Tickets are $25 
each and can be purchased at the club. Call 
860-537-2550 for more information.

RE5-5-23

44 Amston Road, Route 85
Colchester, CT

(860) 537-4325

Sign up for a
MONTHLY 

MEMBERSHIP PLAN 
for just the price of

a SINGLE WASH

Now 
Open!Open Mon-Sat 7:30am-7:30pm; Sun 7:30am-7:00pm

Grand Opening Special!

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 5/14/23
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Saturday, May 20
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1979 - 2023

Over 40 Years of Building Quality!

2 Great Locations: Colchester 860 267-7600  Clinton 860 664-1620

1.800.326.SHED

Save up to 18% on all In-Stock Gazebos!

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

10x16 8x1210x12 12x20

Includes ramp!With loft and ramp!In-stock or new construction!

CAREFREE’S 4444th
ANNIVERSARY SALEANNIVERSARY SALE

Carefree Dormer Cottage
NOW ONLY

$694444!

Carefree Run-In
NOW ONLY
$694444!

Carefree Colonial
NOW ONLY
$464444!

Carefree Cottage
NOW ONLY
$894444!

   May 2023
44th Anniversary
10x12 dormer cottage $6944 in stock or new con-
struction
Save up to 18% on in stock gazebos example 14' 
vinyl elite with screens and wire now $13,944
10x16 run in $6944
12x20 cottage with loft and ramp $8944
8x12 Colonial w/ramp $4644
0% interest til 2024 for qualified buyers
Sale ends 6.3.23

Hurry In -- Sale ends June 3, 2023
Not to be combined with any other offer.

0% Interest
until 2024 to qualified buyers!

For Example:  14’ Vinyl Elite 
w/screens & wire 

NOW ONLY  $13,94444!
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VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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Scheduled Tours and Private 
Charters on the CT River
Departs from Glastonbury,  
Rocky Hill and Wethersfield

Enjoy the Ride.
www.slipawayrivertours.com

www.slipawayrivertours.com    860-643-2400     
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A Fun, Unique 

Mother’s Day 

Gift!

Gift Cards available 

on our website – 

ORDER TODAY!

80 Main St. (Rt. 17), South Glastonbury
www.draghifarms.com

(860) 633-2197

Bedding & Vegetable Plants • Flowers
Perennials • Succulents • Hydrangeas

Our Greenhouses are brimming!

NEW!

Fresh Produce, Nuts, Candy, Jams, Jellies,
Pickled Veggies, Local Honey & Maple Syrup,

Meats, Eggs, Dairy

FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS
Mulches • Soils • Fertilizers & more

HAPPY
MOTHER’S 

DAY

OPEN DAILY 7AM - 6PM

Gazing Balls
Wind Chimes

Trellis • Pottery

Draghi’s
Farmstand • Greenhouse • Bakery

Herb Gardens
Bird Houses & Feeders
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Baked Fresh Daily from our 
Bakery: Pies, Breads, Tea Breads,

Cookies, Quiches & More

Rose Bushes • Hanging Baskets • Patio Planters

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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167 Lebanon Ave.
Colchester

860-603-2387

Sign up, register and purchase online at:

twisteddogyoga.com

7 DAYS A WEEK
Beginners Welcome!

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS:

NEW LOCATION!
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Gift 
Certificates 
Available!

YOGA 
CLASSES

Monthly unlimited yoga
$85/month for 1st 3 months

(reg. $109/mo.) NEW CLIENTS ONLY

FREE Classes for MOM
on Mother’s Day!
—MUST PRE-REGISTER—

Colchester Stone & Landscape Supply, llc
631 Old Hartford Road • (860) 537-1526

We Carry All Your Gardening Needs
Top Soil, Sand & Fill

Stone – from boulders to river rocks
Fire Pits, Fireplaces

Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams

CONTRACTORS SPECIALS:
Pavers by Belgard, Nicolock

MAY MULCH
SPECIAL!

Brown, Black,
& Natural Compost

$50 /yard
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Finance Board Adopts Town, School Budgets
By Michael Sinkewicz

After weeks of debate and public input, the 
Colchester Board of Finance Tuesday adopted 
both the town and school budgets for the 2023-
24 fiscal year.

The board will schedule a public hearing for 
later this month, when both budgets will be 
officially sent to the Board of Selectmen, who 
then will set a date for the annual budget meet-
ing and referendum. Currently, finance board 
chairman Andrea Migliaccio has penciled in a 
referendum date for the beginning of June.

The board unanimously approved a town 
budget proposal of $15.63 million — around 
$10,000 more than current year spending. 

During the meeting on Tuesday night, the 
finance board agreed to increase several de-
partment’s bottom-line totals, including the fire 
department and library. Most of the costs were 
offset by applying unassigned fund balance to 
cover a Honeywell International energy effi-
ciency review lease payment for $82,000.

However, most of the three-hour meeting was 
focused on the school spending plan. The board 
largely agreed that the school board’s adopted 
$46.15 million proposal — a $4.13 million, or 
9.83%, increase from the current year — needed 
to be reduced; they disagreed, however, on the 
required amount.

Ultimately, the board passed a motion to ap-
prove a $43.67 million spending plan — a $1.65 
million, or 3.9% tax increase, and $2.82 million 
increase or 6.7% increase in spending.

The motion passed 4-2, with the board’s two 
Democrats voting in opposition. The mill rate 
would be 27.27, a .4 increase.

The reason for the difference in the tax and 
overall spending increase was explained by Mi-
gliaccio. The board reduced the original request 
approved by the Board of Education by $1.3 
million — the school board would make the fi-
nal determination on what is eliminated from 
their budget after the referendum. 

In addition, the finance board reclassified 
$1.17 million in funds initially included in the 
proposal by utilizing available funding to the 
district. The items being reclassified include 
$212,336 for a Honeywell International energy 
efficiency review lease payment, $695,000 for 
Special Education and $271,175 for capital out-
lay.

Part of that reclassification is expected to 
come from the school’s assigned fund balance, 
which Migliaccio said is about $1.4 million, 
fund balance and capital funds.

These reclassified items allow the items to re-
main in the school proposal, without the fund-
ing needing to be secured through taxation, 
lowering the budget request to the public.

Central to the debate was the availability of 
the assigned fund balance account. Migliaccio, 
and the board’s Republican members, were 
confident that $1.4 million was available to the 
potential school board to utilize — including to 
offset the $1.3 million in reductions, as well.

Dating back to the 2023-24 fiscal year, the 
school board has nearly $2.5 million that went 
unexpended, the Republicans expressed, and af-
ter the budget audit for the previous fiscal year 
was complete, there should be nearly $1.5 mil-
lion “cash on hand” for the board to expend. 

Democrat Mike Egan said that while the us-
age of assigned fund balance was “creative,” it 
was also risky. He expressed that previously, the 
board had discussed offsetting the $695,000 spe-
cial education cost but now the whole account 
would be “drained” with Migliaccio’s plan.

Egan suggested that the board postpone a 

vote until it had confirmation from the auditor 
regarding how and if the funds could be uti-
lized. 	

“We should not move forward until we have 
an explanation,” he said.

Egan then recommended that the board 
move forward if the motion was contingent 
on the board, and the town and school district 
finance directors. Being content with the audi-
tor’s feedback. The board agreed.

School Budget Concerns
For many community members jammed into 

Town Hall, the debate over capital and fund bal-
ance accounts was perplexing. The overwhelm-
ing concern expressed by parents, educators and 
students was what a $1.3 million reduction to 
the budget would mean for the school district. 

Last week, Superintendent of Schools Daniel 
Sullivan III listed possible reductions in staff 
and programs totaling $1.47 million — mean-
ing that the school board could take about 
$176,000 off the list and still fulfill Migliaccio’s 
request of a $1.3 million reduction. 

The school board was able to identify nearly 
$500,000 worth of items that didn’t directly im-
pact education, including lowering the health 
insurance balance, removing bus transpiration 
to the technical school and reducing legal ser-
vices.

Then, Sullivan listed more “uncomfortable” 
ideas, including program reductions. The dis-
trict would potentially transition to half-day 
kindergarten, eliminating world language at the 
middle school, or reduce preschool from school 
day to half day classrooms.

For revenue increases, Sullivan expressed that 
the district could charge for instrumental band 
lessons at the intermediate and middle school, 
increase preschool tuition and charge $100 for 
students to park at Bacon Academy.

Migliaccio said that with her suggestions, 
programming should not be threatened in any 
way.

“I’ve done the deep-dive research,” she said. 
“They have the funds. They can manage their 
money around these issues.”

Egan – who motioned for a smaller budget 
reduction of $750,000, instead of $1.3 million 
— disagreed.

“This is definitely going to affect programs,” 
he said, before gesturing to the audience. “I 
think you should decide.”

He expressed, “Let the citizens have a say.”
Egan asserted that with his proposal, the 

mill rate would only be slightly higher than the 
number linked to Migliaccio’s plan and it would 
not threaten school services.

“What we’re seeing is reasonable,” he said, re-
ferring to his proposed tax increase. 

Judy O’Meara, Colchester Elementary School 
principal, defended the importance of full-day 
kindergarten, saying the data is “compelling.”

Megan Roberts, a kindergarten teacher, said 
“it’s not possible” to continue to meet school 
standards with a limited program, and would 
harm students. 

“It would certainly put them at a disadvan-
tage later in life,” she said.

When faced with the prospect of these cuts, 
one citizen asked Migliaccio if she could poten-
tially be swayed to lessen her budget reduction 
request.

Later in the meeting, she reaffirmed her 
stance, claiming that no previous superinten-
dent had threatened programming like Sullivan 
and that it “was a different way to do business.”		
She again stated that drastic cuts to program-

ming were not necessary.
“It’s just not true,” she said. “I’m not changing 

my mind.”
Another source of funding in the future could 

be a federal grant obtained by the Police De-
partment. Resident State Trooper Sgt. Zachary 
Cash shared during the meeting that the town 
was seeking a grant that would provide two of-
ficers — one would be for patrol and the other 
could be an additional school resource officer.

The town’s match per officer would be around 
$28,000 – a significant savings overall. After 
three years, the town would have to fully fund 
the officers.

Cash expressed that if the grant was approved, 
which wasn’t certain, the officers would likely be 
available for the 2024-25 school year.

Migliaccio mentioned the savings as another 
potential avenue for the school board to con-
sider. Currently, Sullivan is recommending the 
addition of four new safety officers.

District School Resource Officer Corporal 
Craig Scheel stepped in during the meeting and 
reiterated that by pursing this grant, he is not 
modifying his recommendation of bolstering 
school security in the budget proposal.

Migliaccio explained that she wasn’t suggest-
ing that, and stated that her board does not have 
line-item authority – deciding what to actually 
trim is a school board decision.

If the school board is able to utilize its un-
expended funds as outlined by Migliaccio, the 

total budget reduction would likely be minimal.
But when determining where the remaining 

cuts would be made, she pushed back on the 
suggestions made by Sullivan and the school 
board.

During a budget workshop last week, she 
inquired into why some lines in the proposal, 
including supplies, which saw spikes, were not 
decreased even slightly. Small tweaks to those 
lines cumulate into a large reduction.

Sullivan stated that in January, administrators 
already made significant changes. By the Feb. 7 
budget presentation, those items were at “bare-
bones” levels, he said.

“We’ve already reduced it,” he explained. 
“We’re not comfortable reducing another 2% 
across the board.”

After receiving more questions, Sullivan elab-
orated on the district’s approach.

“We’re not trying to be hostile or difficult,” he 
said. “We tried bringing in the lowest possible 
budget to the Board of Education to avoid being 
in this position tonight. I understand why we’re 
here, I respect it, but I cannot sit here tonight 
and tell you in good faith that we’re comfortable 
reducing it by 1% or 2%. If we thought we could, 
we would’ve already done it.”

Finance board member Tim Vaillancourt 
suggested that the district appeared to be stat-
ing that it would rather cut full-day kindergar-
ten instead of reduce supplies, which Sullivan 
said was inaccurate.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open 

and Affirming church located at 60 Main St. 
Pastor is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church 
office is open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The office can be reached at 860-537-5189 or 
cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice will be broadcast via Facebook Live each 
Sunday at 9 a.m. Worship videos are at www.
colchesterfederatedchurch.org under the 
Worship tab. Updated information is also on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Sunday School is held 
during worship from September through 

June. Children in grades pre-K through 8 are 
welcome. The nursery is located just off the 
sanctuary. Visit the church website for more 
information and to register youth for Sunday 
School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and 
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the 
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage 
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in 
the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.

Upcoming Land Trust Events
The Colchester Land Trust has announced 

the following upcoming events:
Hike-and-Seek for Families: Sunday, May 

7, 11 a.m., at Bulkeley Hill Preserve. Colchester 
Land Trust and C3 will join up to offer this free 
family hike. Pick up your hike-and-seek card to 
see what you can find along the path. The trails 
have mild inclines and can be rough, so the hike 
is not stroller friendly. Call Cindy at 860-267-
7901 for directions and more information.

Intro to Geocaching: Saturday, May 20, 11 
a.m. Experienced geocaching team Joe and Joni 
Aveni, a.k.a. AlphaDog (a geocacher handle), 
will show people how to place and find begin-
ner caches and explain why thousands join in 
this worldwide scavenger hunt.

Presentation on Bluebirds, Backyard Habi-
tats: Wednesday, May 24, 6 p.m., at Cragin Me-
morial Library, Norton Room A. Connecticut 
Audubon Society’s RTP Estuary Center’s Con-
servation & Education Coordinator Joe Attwa-

ter will teach people how they can attract blue-
birds, sparrows, warblers and more, as well as 
which bird species are likely to visit at this time 
of year.

Forest Bathing in the Salmon River State 
Forest: On CT Trails Day, Sunday, June 4, at 10 
a.m., at the Air Line Trail (hairpin parking lot) 
on Bull Hill Road. CLT board member Andrea 
Stannard will lead this moderately slow-paced 
three-mile, adults-only hike. The hike involves 
the engagement of all senses, with stopping 
points along the way for re-centering and ob-
servation. Call Stannard for directions at 860-
912-0144

Fairy Solstice Event at the Bulkeley Hill Pre-
serve: Sunday, June 25; time to be announced. 
CLT board member Liza Sivek leads this all-
ages day of walking along the trail, seeking fairy 
houses and creating forest-friendly fairy homes 
from found natural materials. Includes a make-
and-take fairy house craft. 
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We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Same Low Prices As Last Year!
4-Steps only $159.99 •  5-Steps only $197.99

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No 
Quantity 

Limits

No
Mail In

Rebates

Rototillers
Starting at $42.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $58.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $58.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!
Self-Propelled
LawnLawn Aerators

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest up to $1000 to assist in repairs

and staging your home for sale. Some restrictions apply.
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4 BED 2 BATH RANCH

99 Washington Rd. – Freshly 
updated 4 bedroom ranch with 
newer roof, Anderson windows, 
refinished hardwood and a large 
basement ready to be finished.

CROMWELL $337,400

Call Paul Gayeski
860-537-5400

PRIVATE WATERFRONT

71 Laurel Point Dr. – Private 
lakefront. Water views all 
around, power boats allowed. 
2 hours to NY and Boston, 

OAKDALE  $489,900

For a private showing call/text
Nick Long 860-334-2368

close to amenities.

WATERVIEW!

41 Wilson Road – Directly across 
street from Deanville/Glasgo Pond. 
Relax on the front deck with water 
views in the 4 bed 2 bath sprawling 
ranch ideal for summer family fun 

VOLUNTOWN  $399,900

Call Paul Gayeski at
860-537-5400

and recreation. Turn key & move right in!

FRESHLY REMODELED

160 Buckley Hill Road – Freshly 
remodeled w/ awesome rear yard offers 
convenient access to Rt. 2 & Rt. 16. 
Hardwood, kitchen is stainless/granite. 
1st floor bedroom or upper master w/ FP. 

COLCHESTER  $369,500

Call Paul Gayeski at
860-537-5400

Professionally landscaped & more. Don’t wait. It won’t last.

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!SOLD!

Longtime Bacon Academy head coach Dave Shea was inducted into the Connecticut Wom-
en’s Basketball Hall of Fame last month. Shea (second to left) is pictured with his son, John 
Shea, and granddaughters Caitlin and Cara Shea following a game in 2021. 

Legendary Bacon Coach Elected to Hall of Fame
By Josh Howard

Dave Shea, a graduate and longtime coach 
at Bacon Academy, was inducted into the Con-
necticut Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame on 
April 23.

“Being honored by the prestigious Connecti-
cut Women’s Hall of Fame is certainly a high-
light of my career,” Shea said in his induction 
speech at the Cascade in Hamden. “I feel like a 
pro baseball player that has been playing in the 
minor leagues for a long time and I’m now get-
ting a call to report to the big leagues.”

A 1952 Bacon Academy graduate, Shea even-
tually returned to his alma mater and won 778 
games and three state championships over 49 
seasons on the court, first coaching the boys 
basketball team and later taking over the girls 
program. 

In 2000, Bacon Academy honored him while 
he was still coaching by naming the school’s 
gymnasium the ‘Dave Shea Gymnasium.’

But long before the gymnasium was named in 
his honor, Shea was the school’s first 1,000-point 
scorer in boys’ basketball.

Shea credited his high school basketball 
coach at Bacon, Hal Judenfriend, with helping 
him develop as a player and into the coach he 
would later become. 

“He taught me to respect and appreciate the 
game, and the virtues of hard work and sacri-
fice,” stated Shea.

Following his graduation from the University 
of Connecticut, Shea used those lessons and 
work ethic that Judenfriend instilled in him to 
become a coaching legend at Bacon.

He coached the boys basketball team from 
1962-1985, amassing a record of 329-168, in-
cluding the 1981 Class S championship. Begin-
ning in 1993, Shea coached the girls’ basketball 

program to a 449-140 record over 25 seasons 
with state championships in 2009 (Class M) and 
2012 (Class L). 

Shea joined Bill Reagan (St. Thomas Aquinas 
boys, Old Saybrook girls) as the second coach in 
Connecticut history with titles on both the boys 
and girls sides.

He credited longtime Westbrook girls basket-
ball head coach Pete Shuler for his advice while 
he was making the translation between coach-
ing the boys and the girls.

Shea recalled Shuler telling him, “Don’t 
change anything you’re doing basketball-wise 
for the girls. Basketball is basketball whether 
you’re coaching boys or girls.”

Regardless if Shea was leading the boys or 
girls, basketball became a family affair.

He coached his son John Shea, an all-state 
player who was on the 1981 championship team.  

“It’s special,” John said of his father’s career.   
“He’s the rock star of it all. It’s fun to think about 
his career and all the people he’s helped.”

Along with his son, Shea coached his grand-
daughter Katie Mahoney, the 2011 Gatorade 
Connecticut Player of the Year and the pro-
gram’s all-time leading scorer, and also coached 
his granddaughter Caitlin Shea in her freshman 
and sophomore seasons prior to his retirement.

Another granddaughter, Cara Shea, is cur-
rently a junior and an all-conference basketball 
player for the Bobcats. 

Shea said family played a major role in his 
success and thanked his late wife Dorothy, bet-
ter known as “Dottie,” for her “everlasting en-
couragement and inspiration.”

During his illustrious tenure at Bacon, Shea 
was much more than a basketball coach. He 
worked as an educator for nearly four decades, 
moving from the science department to guid-

ance and later physical education, where he 
served as athletic director.

Current Bacon Academy athletic director, 
Kevin Burke, congratulated Shea on his lat-
est hall of fame induction, calling it, “Another 
well-deserved accolade for a legendary player, 
teacher, coach and community member of Col-
chester/Bacon Academy.”

“Dave’s leadership at Bacon Academy goes 
back to his high school years and continues to 
this day,” added Burke.

Along with the latest honor, Shea was also 
inducted into the Connecticut High School 
Coaches’ Association Hall of Fame in 2004, to 
the New England Basketball Hall of Fame in 
2009, and was awarded a Gold Key by the Con-
necticut Sports Writers’ Alliance in 2012. 

Shea also was a star on the diamond, signing a 
pro baseball contract with the Philadelphia Ath-

letics before his career was cut short by injury. 
He went on to win more than 300 games as the 
Bobcats’ varsity baseball coach – giving him 300 
or more wins in three different sports program 
at Bacon Academy.

“First and foremost I would like to share this 
honor with my players, who gave 100% effort,” 
Shea said. “I was very fortunate to have many 
outstanding players.”

Shea added that administration at Bacon 
Academy was one of the keys to his longevity 
as a coach, adding, “No program is without the 
support of the administration. I was very fortu-
nate to have this kind of support.”

“The town of Colchester has been great to 
me,” added Shea. “They gave me the opportu-
nity to teach and coach all of these years and I 
don’t take it for granted.”

Founder’s Day Ceremony
The Bacon Academy Board of Trustees will 

hold its annual Founder’s Day award ceremony 
Wednesday, May 17, at 11 a.m., at the gravesite 
of Pierpoint Bacon in the cemetery behind the 
original Bacon Academy. All are invited.

In addition to paying tribute to the acad-
emy’s founder, Pierpoint Bacon, and his wife, 
Abigail Newton Bacon, the trustees will honor 
Bacon Academy graduate Captain John Jones. 
Jones graduated from Bacon Academy in 1967. 
During high school, he was part of the All-State 
Basketball Champion team in 1967 and an early 
member of the Jr. Fire Department. John retired 
from the Colchester Volunteer Fire Department 
on April 30, after 60 years of service with the 
rank of Police Captain. During his years of ser-
vice, John was a police officer for the city of Wil-
limantic, director of operations for Colchester, 
and EMS instructor. John has been previously 

recognized as Firefighter of the Year, Officer 
of the Year, and Citizen of the Year. John Jones 
was chosen as this year’s Founder’s Day Award 
recipient to honor all his years of service and 
dedication to helping the town of Colchester 
and its citizens.

Class officers from Bacon Academy, as well as 
other students, will take part in the ceremony. 
Guest speakers include Superintendent Daniel 
P. Sullivan III, Bacon Academy’s principal Amy 
Begué, and Board of Education Chairman Al-
exander Oliphant. Dave Shea, Don Lee, Arthur 
Liverant, and John Jones’ daughter, Jan Jones 
Maynard, will also be speaking about their con-
nections to Jones. A reception will follow im-
mediately after in the Stage Room at Colchester 
Federated Church. 

If there is rain, the ceremony will be in the 
sanctuary at Colchester Federated Church.  

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Weekly Schedule: Bible Study for Men: Mon-

days at 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.; Bible 
Study for women: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.; Com-
munity Bible Study and Prayer: Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m.; Fridays: Donuts with Don at 10 a.m. 
-- this is an open discussion on how God fits in 
your life. 

Vacation Bible School: Monday-Wednes-
day, July 24-26, from 9 a.m.-noon. Contact the 
church for more information. 



NEWS BULLETIN • May 5, 2023	 Page 25

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

RE4-13-23

Call Hebron Travel...We’ll 
plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go for 
your summer vacation?

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule for 
the next week: 

Tuesday,  Lag B’omer; Wednesday classes, 
2:30- 4 p.m.; Friday night service, 6:30 p.m., 
Zoom and in-person; Shabbat morning service, 
10 a.m., hybrid in-person and via Zoom. There 
will be a musical havdalah at a private residence 
at 7:15 pm with Rabbi Ken Alter and Cantor 
Tami Cherdack Sherman.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page. Also on the page: “Ask 
the Rabbi” and the Positive Affirmation of the 
Day.

For more information, call 860-537-2809. 
Office hours are Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, noon-2 p.m.

CCO Concert May 20
The Colchester Parks and Recreation 

Department has announced a new affilia-
tion with the Colchester Choir and Orches-
tra (CCO). CCO’s 22nd Spring Concert is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 20, at 6:30 p.m., 
at Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester. 

Classics will be featured with classical 
favorites and classic folk music sung by the 
choir. A reception will follow the concert. 
Everyone is invited to attend this final con-
cert of our season.

The concert is free of charge, but donations 
are welcomed. For more details about CCO, 
or for information about joining the choir or 
orchestra, visit www.colchesterchoirorches-
tra.org. CCO is also on Facebook, at www.
facebook.com/Colchesterchoirorchestra.

Historical Society Selling Civil War Book
The Colchester Historical Society is selling 

copies of a new book about the men linked to 
Colchester who served during the Civil War. 
The Men Connected to Colchester, Connecticut 
Who Served During the Civil War, written by 
residents Norm Dupuis and Irene Watson, doc-
uments the 280 Colchester affiliated individuals 
who served in some capacity between 1861-65 
to preserve the nation’s Union.

The just-released book is now available at the 
Colchester History Museum for $20. This book 
is only available from the Colchester Historical 

Society. Copies can be purchased at the mu-
seum, 24 Linwood Ave., on Sundays from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Email mail@colchesterhistory.org 
or call 860 537-4032 to arrange for pick-up or 
shipping. Books can also be purchased online at 
www.colchesterhistory.org/get-involved/shop-
1.

This book also contains narratives about the 
lives of some Civil War soldiers and veterans, 
including societal and cultural issues, such as 
PTSD, and the role of women. 
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

Call Us For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

Blossom into a 
NEW HOME
this Spring!

TrustTrust us to help you sell, too!

Colchester Giving Garden
The Colchester Giving Garden is starting its 

2023 season and is always happy to welcome 
new volunteers. The garden is an all-volunteer-
run vegetable garden that grows and donates 
fresh produce to those in need through food 
banks and area soup kitchens. 

The garden is located behind the Colchester 
Senior Center at 95 Norwich Ave. and has Tues-
day night work times each week, continuing 
through October at 5 p.m. There will sometimes 
be another work day during the week when the 
garden is producing at top speed. 

For more information or to be on the Giving 
Garden’s email information list, write to col-
chestergivinggarden@gmail.com or check Col-
chester Giving Garden out on Facebook.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. For full descrip-
tions, call 860-537-3911, email csc@colches-
terct.gov, or visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center. 

Monday, May 8: 9 a.m., CoA meeting (Town 
Hall), Making Memories, Exercise with Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 
p.m., Mahjongg; 12:45 p.m., Setback; 1 p.m., 
Bridge.

Tuesday, May 9: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:15 a.m., blood pressure clinic; 9:45 a.m., Tai 
Chi; 10 a.m., Denim Brooch Class, LTC Om-
budsman Meeting; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 
p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC Meeting.   

Wednesday, May 10: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the 
Air Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit, Across the Ages (Aging Un-
bound); 1 p.m., Life Review Journaling; 2:30 
p.m., CSC staff meeting

Thursday, May 11: No Exercise with Anne 
or Sittercize today; 10 a.m., Wii Bowling; 10:30 
a.m., shopping trip; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Chair 
Massage; noon-3:30 p.m., Senior Benefits 
Counseling with Ellen; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 
p.m., Knit & Crochet; 4:30 p.m., Ultimate Bingo. 

Friday, May 12: 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group, Hearing Screenings; 11 
a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Chatham Health Series 
(Aging Unbound); 1 p.m., Tech Time with Har-
ry; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Upcoming Programs: Coffee with the Com-
mission on Aging: Monday, May 15, 10 a.m. 
Join the senior center for free refreshments and 

an informative introduction to the Colches-
ter Commission on Aging. No registration re-
quired.

“Simply The Zest” Mother’s Day Luncheon: 
Wednesday, May 17, 11 a.m. This will be a lem-
on-themed Mother’s Day luncheon. Following a 
musical performance by Victoria Rose, enjoy a 
cheese and broccoli stuffed chicken lunch com-
plete with roasted potatoes, green beans, sea-
sonal fruit salad, and a lemon dessert. Cost is 
$9. Space is limited; sign up by May 10 or until 
lunch is full.

Angelo’s Stuffed Bread Lunch: Friday, May 
19, noon. Select two flavors of Angelo’s Bakery’s 
stuffed breads served alongside a tossed salad, a 
bottle of water and a cookie for dessert. Stuffed 
bread flavors include eggplant parmigiana, 
chicken parmigiana, broccoli with cheese, and 
spinach with cheese. Cost is $5; register by May 
8. 

Ham Radio Meeting: Friday, May 19, 2 p.m. 
All are invited to come and learn about the 
broadcasting site. 

The Healing Power of Laughter: Tuesday, 
May 23, 10:30 a.m.  Amanda Aaron, recreation 
director for Buckingham Heights, will look at 
ways people can start improving their health 
and heart with humor. The program is free, but 
registration is required.  

Memorial Day Picnic: Tuesday, May 30, 11 
a.m. Choose hamburger, cheeseburger or hot 
dog, served with fries or onion rings, all from 
Harry’s Place. Can of soda included. After lunch, 
partake in a competition of lawn games. Tickets 
are $6, available until May 19 or sold out.

Cookies for Heroes…  The Bengal Tiger Hot Yoga Studio in Colchester recently 
supported the Girl Scouts’ Cookies for Heroes program through Junior Troop 63223. 
Through the Cookies for Heroes program, individuals can make donations to send 
cookies to women and men serving in the military, both nationally and internation-
ally, and to veterans. Bengal Tiger members donated a total of $1,025 for a total of 
205 boxes. Since starting the drive in 2018, the studio has raised $5,025 for a total of 
1,005 boxes of cookies. Rhom Saunders, owner of Bengal Tiger and a U.S. Army/Desert 
Storm veteran, and Caroline Hathaway, of Troop 63223, have worked together since 
2018 to coordinate the drive. Pictured from left are, front row, Dina Curran, Rhom 
Saunders, Caroline Hathaway, Nicole McKenzie; second row: Jeff Collins, Merrill 
Collins, Maria Fazzino, August Wolf and Heather Matthieu. 

Community Playground Day, Laundry Detergent Drive
The PEP group sponsored by the Collabora-

tive for Colchester’s Children (C3) is hosting a 
Community Playground Day and Laundry De-
tergent Drive. 

All are invited to see the new playground at 
the Colchester Rec Plex at 297 Old Hebron Rd 

on Friday, May 19, from 4-7 p.m., and donate 
laundry soap to Colchester Youth and Social 
Services. This has been identified as a high-need 
item. 

Rain date is Friday, June 2, also from 4-7 p.m. 

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login in-
formation. 

Sunday School meets during the worship 
service.

Meetings: The church hosts several groups 
meeting weekly: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 
7 p.m.; AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA 

Troop 109, Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout 
Pack 109, one Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

Outreach: The church has a white wooden 
Blessings Box in the lower parking lot with 
non-perishable food items and other useful 
items. Anyone in need or who wishes to do-
nate may stop by and take or leave a few items.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

‘Spring in Bloom’
Vendor Fair Coming

Colchester Federated Church’s annual 
‘Spring in Bloom’ Vendor Fair is Saturday, 
May 6, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the church, 60 
Main St. All are invited to attend.

The fair will showcase local crafters, ven-
dors and farmers; there will also be the Up-
scale Tag Sale, Bake Sale and Raffle.
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their payroll,” he said.
LaChapelle said that in his view, the action 

was political in nature – which was “gross.”
He said he had proof that Hayes was re-

sponsible for providing the information. Now, 
instead of “owning it,” he said Hayes was “gas-
lighting.”

Furthermore, LaChapelle stated that Wil-
liamson provided evidence that there wasn’t a 
financial crisis, but Hayes chose to shed light 
on the issue regardless.

Hayes denied involvement at first, but ad-
mitted later in the meeting that he passed 
along information because “the public has a 
right to know.”

Both Hayes and Egan faced criticism from 
LaChapelle and citizens during the meeting.

Egan defended the relevance of the infor-
mation itself, saying that “it was a serious 
issue” and that the “Board of Education was 
concerned.”

Following the meeting, Hayes told the 
Rivereast that he did “nothing wrong” and 
shouldn’t have to resign. Thomas, he contin-
ued, let the meeting “get out of hand.”

Bisbikos said during the meeting that he 
was “disgusted” by the Democratic Town 
Committee. Hayes said he believes the criti-
cism by the first selectman is mainly the result 
of the upcoming November election.

“He’s going into campaign mode,” Hayes 
said.  

A Confrontation?
Nearly an hour and a half into the meeting, 

Egan left Town Hall, after yet more heated 
citizen comments regarding the leaked email. 

Around five minutes after his departure, 
LaChapelle was making another citizen com-
ment. On the audio recording of the meet-
ing, LaChapelle can be heard interacting with 
Egan.

“Yes, Mr. Egan?” LaChapelle stated. “Is 
there a reason you’re approaching me in pub-
lic here?”

He continued, “Mr. Egan is in my neighbor-
hood. I don’t know what’s up with that.”

It’s unclear what exactly Egan says to 
LaChapelle, but the audio picks up him saying 
“throwing something out.”

Then, LaChapelle is heard saying, “Can you 
please not call me an a—hole? I’d appreciate 
that.”

At this point, Tim Vaillancourt, a finance 
board member, asked LaChapelle if he needed 
the police called, which he responded, “no.” 
Bisbikos then states that he’d make a call, 
which was for the police. 

Before ending his citizen comment, LaCha-

pelle expressed that it was a “shock to see him 
approach me.”

The Rivereast spoke to both LaChapelle and 
Egan about the incident.

LaChapelle was walking through an apart-
ment complex lined to his neighborhood in 
Highland Farms. 

“I was walking, as I always do during citi-
zens’ comments,” LaChapelle said, adding that 
he consistently frequents that route. He said 
he was standing in a grassy spot when he saw 
Egan eyeing him with what he described as a 
“menacing look.” He stated Egan took a few 
steps towards him. 

He said Egan used expletives and stated he 
lived there. 

LaChapelle confirmed that the police drove 
around the area a few times, as well.

“I want to believe it was a chance encoun-
ter,” he said.

“I’m a big proponent that politics should be 
ugly and passionate,” LaChapelle said. “But it 
never needs to rise to the level it did at that 
meeting.”

Officials, he said, “shouldn’t be storming 
out” and “everybody needs to stand up and 
say that’s not acceptable.”

He said Egan should resign.
Egan told the Rivereast his side of the in-

cident.
He stated that none of the citizen’s com-

ments were related to the budget workshop 
topic. Instead, he was subjected to “partisan 
attacks.”

“I’m not going to put up with that,” he said. 
“I did everything I could to not escalate the 
situation.”

Egan left, and drove home to the apartment 
complex referenced by LaChapelle.

“I pulled into my driveway,” he said, empha-
sizing that he did live in that location and did 
not purposely seek out LaChapelle. When he 
arrived, Egan walked towards a dumpster to 
throw away trash and saw LaChapelle. 

Egan said that, he initially thought LaCha-
pelle was there waiting for him, because he 
was standing close to his home.

“It was bizarre,” he said, comparing the situ-
ation to a bear and hunter encounter where 
both parties are startled.

“They can spin it however they want,” he 
said, referring to LaChapelle and the Repub-
licans who called for his resignation. 

He called the entire meeting, including the 
criticism of Hayes, a “disgrace.”

“This is not how it used to be,” he said, re-
ferring to the level of attacks and chaos in lo-
cal government.

$ Calls to Resign, cont. from page 1

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678
New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 5/11/2023.

R
E5

-5
-2

3

QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Happy Happy 
BirthdayBirthday  

Blanche!Blanche!
We love you and 

wish for you 
another fantastic 

trip around the sun!

Love – Dorothy, 
Sophia and RoseR
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Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Food Festival on the Green: Sunday, May 6 
(rain date May 7), on the Town Green. Follow 
the event on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
FOODIEAFF.	

 Spring Pickleball: For adults age 16 and old-
er. Tuesdays, May 16-June 13, at Colchester El-
ementary School. Beginner is from 6-7:30 p.m. 
and is $30/player; Intermediate is from 7:30-9 
p.m. and is $20/player. Limited spaces available.

Card-Making Class: Thursdays, May 18, 
June 15, July 20 and Aug. 17, 6-8 p.m., at Town 
Hall. Cost: $15 per class, per person ($20 for 
nonresidents).

Gentle Yoga: Online with Facebook Live. 
For ages 45 and older. The four-week classes are 
held Mondays from 4:45-5:45 p.n. Choose June 
12-July 17 (no class June 19 or July 3), or July 
24-Aug. 14. Cost per four-week session: $35/
residents, $40/non-residents.

SPT Summer Soccer Camp: For ages 5-15. 

Monday-Friday, June 19-23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
at the RecPlex. Cost is $225/player for full-day 
(9 a.m.-3 p.m.), and $150/player for half-day (9 
a.m.-noon). There will also be a camp Monday-
Friday, July 24-28, from 5-8 p.m., at the RecPlex. 
Cost is $150/player. 

Community CPR/AED/First Aid Classes: 
Cost is $90/person. Class dates: Sept. 19, 6 p.m., 
Heartsafe CPR & First Aid; Oct. 17, BLS CPR; 
Nov. 14, 6 p.m., Heartsafe CPR & First Aid.

Bus Trips: Registration forms are available 
online. Bus will leave from Town Hall. For full 
itineraries, see the website. Newport Flower 
Show: June 25, $150/person; Niagara Falls: 
June 26-28, $679/person double occupancy; 
Montreal Festivals and Fireworks: July 2-5, 
$1,249/person double occupancy; Block Island 
Breeze: July 18, $150/person; Spooky Salem: 
Oct. 21, $114/person. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Parks and Rec. is 
always looking for volunteers to help with events 
and programs. Call the office if interested. 

Internships: College students looking for an 
internship in the recreation field can contact 
Parks and Rec. to set something up. Internships 
are available any time of the year. Call the office 
to discuss options.

Pack 109 is Busy!... Pictured are Pack 109 Cub Scouts Liam Raulerson, Delaney 
Berta, and Drew Martin along with their Cubmaster Aaron Berta at their recent 
Pack Meeting at the Westchester Congregational Church in Colchester.  The scouts 
received several activity awards:  Bear Necessities; Fur, Feathers, and Ferns; Protect 
Yourself Rules; Fellowship and Duty to God; Forensics; Baloo the Builder; and the 
Cyber Chip which is an internet safety activity.  All three scouts in the Bear Den will 
attend a week of summer camp this year. The next Pack Meeting is Thursday, May 
11, at 6 p.m., at Westchester Church, 98 Cemetery Rd. For more information, email 
westcongchurch@gmail.com.

Incoming Kindergarten 
Story Time

Colchester Elementary School will host Kin-
dergarten Story Time Tuesday, May 9, from 
11:10-11:40 a.m., for 4- and 5-year-old Colches-
ter children who will enter kindergarten during 
the 2023-24 school year.

The sessions will ruin from 11:10-11:40 a.m., 
in the CES media center. Children will listen 
to books read by kindergarten teachers, while 
parents learn about Colchester’s kindergarten 
program. 

Topics for parent information change each 
session. No pre-registration is required. CES is 
located at 315 Halls Hill Rd.

Mother’s Day Flower Sale
Boy Scout Troop 72 is having its 22nd annual 

Mother’s Day flower sale, adjacent to the Col-
chester Haywood Volunteer Fire Department 
Headquarters on Old Hartford Road, on Friday, 
May 12, from 5-8 p.m. and on Saturday, May 13, 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. or when sold out.

The Scouts will have a large variety of hang-
ing baskets and individual potted plants avail-
able on site. There will be many colors and types 
of flowers for sale. All plants are supplied by a 
local grower.

All proceeds will go to support scout camping 
and youth training activities. Troop 72 has more 
than 15 scouts and has been serving Colches-
ter’s youth since 1939.

Colchester-Salem
Postal Food Drive

The combined workers of the Salem-Colches-
ter Post Office will hold a Food Drive Saturday, 
May 13. Donations of current non-perishable 
food items will be gratefully accepted. 

Leave donations in, on or next to your mail-
boxes after 9 a.m. for pick-up by your mail car-
rier, and other retired Postal workers. Dona-
tions can also be brought directly to Colchester 
Town Hall that day between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

All donations will go to stock the Colchester 
Food Bank. 
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20
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22Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

COVID
Compliant

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 9-2 • Wed. 9-6
Thurs. & Fri. 9-5

Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment
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Electric Car Show Moves to Spring
The East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force 

(CETF) is holding the fifth annual Electric Car 
Show on Saturday, June 3, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
at East Hampton High School, 15 N. Maple St. 
Rain date is June 4.

The change to spring is in recognition of the 
start of the prime driving season. Dealerships 
have expanded electric and hybrid inventories, 
and the CETF expects a wider dealership pres-
ence. There will be food, ice cream and music 
as well.

Owners who want their cars to be displayed at 
the show are asked to register before the event. 
Bikes, scooters and anything else powered by 

electricity are also welcome.
Registration is free and can be done online 

at www.tinyurl.com/ehcarshow. Owners can 
also email the CTEF at ehcetf@gmail.com and 
request a registration form. Groups, nonprofits, 
clubs and associations interested in using less 
fossil fuel for vehicles can request booth space, 
also by emailing ehcetf@gmail.com.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers.

Sunday School: New students are welcome. 
Contact the Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard for infor-
mation at jneelrichard16@gmail.com.

Bible Study: Held via Zoom Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. For details, email bobette@kahn.com.

Diaper Drive: The Missions Team is hold-
ing a diaper drive in May to honor all mothers. 
Drop off donated diapers and Pull-Ups in sizes 
three and four in the Parish Hall.

Church Directory: An updated directory is 
in progress. If you have not yet had your picture 
taken, see Dick Napoletano after the service.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, call the church office at 860-267-0278 or 
contact Donna Hryb, senior warden, at 860-
633-0472.

Foodshare Returns May 11
The East Hampton Lions remind all resi-

dents that the mobile Foodshare food pantry 
will be at the St. Patrick Church parking lot 
next Thursday, May 11, from 9-10 a.m. The 
truck leaves promptly at 10 a.m., so people 
shouldn’t come at the last minute. 

The food pantry is open to all, with no 
proof of residency and no income verification 
needed

If the line is long when you arrive, stay in 
your car until the line goes down some but 

please get in line by 9:45 a.m., the Lions said. 
The other option is to come early so when the 
truck arrives you’ll be one of the first in line; 
the line normally starts forming by 8:15 a.m., 
the Lions said.  St. Patrick Church puts out 
chairs for people to sit on while they wait in 
line.

For more information, visit the “Let’s Talk 
East Hampton” Facebook page or call 860-
977-5760.

Police Chief Issues
Yet Another Scam Warning

By Jack Lakowsky
East Hampton Police Chief Dennis Woess-

ner on Facebook warned residents of another 
sophisticated scam that’s hit town.

“We have seen an increase in [scams] where 
individuals are able to hack a person’s Comcast 
or T-Mobile account and access their phone.”

The chief went on: “Once they access to your 
phone, they’re able to gain access to your bank 
accounts and, in some cases, your passwords.”

With this information, they can transfer 
funds out of a person’s account. 

“Everyone should be checking their bank ac-
counts on a regular basis to ensure fraud isn’t 
occurring,” wrote the chief. 

Two-step authentication – like, when re-
covering a forgotten password, using both a 
security question and an email verification – is 
“very important,” said Woessner. 

“Never give out personal information over 
the phone – this is how fraud starts,” the chief 
entreated. “Additionally, companies will not 
ask you to purchase gift cards to pay an out-
standing bill. This is a huge red flag.

“When in doubt, contact the police depart-
ment at 860-267-9544,” and they’ll help you 
determine if something is a scam. 

Lock Your Car Doors
In reference to an uptick in vehicles being 

entered over the last several weeks – in five 
of those cases vehicles have been stolen – the 
chief made a familiar refrain: please lock your 
cars!

“In most cases these types of crimes are pre-
ventable,” said Woessner. “Leaving your car 
unlocked and key fob in the center console in-
creases likelihood of becoming a victim.”

In several interviews, the chief has said the 
belief that thieves will break a locked car’s win-
dows is largely unfounded. 

“We have received several videos from in-
dividuals that captured people walking up to 
their car while it was parked in their driveway 
and trying the doors. When they find it locked, 
they leave. 

“We have also seen videos of what happens 
when the doors are left unlocked,” wrote the 
chief. 

The chief emphasized, “If you encounter 
someone trying to enter or steal your car, do 
not attempt to engage the individuals. Dial 911 
immediately. Some of them are known to carry 
guns or other weapons and it’s not worth get-
ting injured to protect your personal property.”

OHD Parade to Honor Fire Department
On Saturday, July 8, the Old Home Day Pa-

rade honors the men and women of the East 
Hampton Fire Department and its 100-Year 
Anniversary. Several area firetrucks of all sizes 
and sounds are expected for the parade. 

All local businesses, organizations, groups, 
clubs and teams are invited to participate in 
the parade. If you are designing a parade dis-
play, please consider these themes: “100 Years 
of Service – Thank You East Hampton Fire De-
partment!”; “Local Recognition – Did a citizen 

or group in East Hampton recently receive an 
award or recognition for their recent contribu-
tion to their school, town, state or country?”; 
or “The Power of Education – How can your 
display educate spectators?”

If interested in participating, fill out the Pa-
rade Request Form online at www.ehohd.org. 
For more information, contact Bo Tinson, 
parade chair, at 860-414-9712 or RLTinson@
gmail.com.

Sign Up this Spring for Lake-Smart Evaluation
   With spring here, folks are invited to have 

their lake or watershed property evaluated to 
see what improvements they can make to their 
property in order to have a cleaner Lake Poco-
topaug. People might also qualify for the Lake 
Smart Award that is given by the East Hampton 
Conservation and Lake Commission (C&LC).

The purpose of the program is to encourage 
property owners to improve the quality of Lake 
Pocotopaug by doing projects to prevent infil-
tration of phosphates, nitrates, pesticides, and 
other impurities from entering the lake. Those 
that achieve seven requirements will receive a 

Lake-Smart Award sign they can display on 
their property. 

For more information or to be evaluated for 
the award, contact Jeremy Hall of the Parks 
& Recreation Department (860-267-7300 or 
jhall@easthamptonct.gov) or Jeremy DeCarli of 
the Planning & Zoning Dept. (860-267-7450 or 
jdecarli@easthamptonct.gov), or any members 
of the C&LC. 

Road Closure
The East Hampton Volunteer Fire De-

partment will conduct its mandatory pres-
sure testing of all fire hoses Wednesday, 
May 17, weather permitting. An annual 
certification requirement, this testing will 
be conducted in the area of the Fire Depart-
ment’s Pump House at the western end of 
Walnut Avenue.

As a result, Walnut Avenue will be closed 
to through traffic between Main and Wa-
trous streets between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Residents are advised to utilize alternate 
routes.

Kids Craft Fair
Kindness with Kids is hosting a Kids Craft 

Fair at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in East 
Hampton, located at the intersection of Route 
66 and North Main Street, on Saturday, May 13, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

There will be a variety of kid crafters and cre-
ators, as well as a pie and gift basket sale. All 
monetary proceeds raised from this event will 
be donated to the East Hampton PTO.

Limited spaces are still available for kid craft-
ers; email BethlehemSecretary424@gmail.com 
for an application.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
holds services Sundays at 10:45 a.m. All are wel-
come. The church is located at 1 East High St. 
Bible study is Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall Lounge. 

Town-Wide Tag Sale
The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) will 

sponsor the Town-Wide Tag Sale Saturday, June 17. 
Applications will be available at East Hampton 

Public Library and the town clerk’s office in the 
new Town Hall building. Free maps will be handed 
out the day of the sale showing all the participants 
who are supporting CHS. 

For more information, call Debbie Day at 860-
267-4732.

Garden Club
Plant and Tag Sale

The Middle Haddam Garden Club will hold a 
plant and tag sale at the Middle Haddam Pub-
lic Library, 2 Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam, on 
Saturday, May 13, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Your
Ad

Should 
Be

here!
CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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“See everything, overlook 
a great deal, correct a 
little.”
--Pope John XXIIIPope John XXIII

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street, 
East Hampton, CT 06424

YOUR ATTORNEYSYOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.
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2380 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm Open on Saturdays for emissions 
testing by appointment only
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Purchase a set of 4 qualifying General Tires
with your General Tire Credit Card and get

GET UP TO A

$100 REBATE

*See store for full details. 

up to a $100 Visa® 
Prepaid Card by mail*.

Call us to schedule 
your new tire 

appointment at
860-267-7222

Don’t Wait!
Call or stop 

in today!

Project Grad Spring Cleaning

CCEH Spring Market
On Saturday, May 27, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 

the annual Spring Market will take place on the 
grounds of the Congregational Church of East 
Hampton at 59 Main St. 

The market will include a tag sale, plant sale, 
food, Tastefully Simple, Photos by Barbara, 
WarmFuzziesSoftHugs, Syd’s Shenanigans, 
Debby’s Sweet Treats, Vinyl Fusion, Autumn 
Olive Farm, Book Boxes, maple products from 
Rick’s Sugar Shack, and more. The Belltown 
Garden Club will also sell perennials.

Visit the downtown merchants during their 
Village Stroll from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. that day.

For more information or to reserve a vendor 
spot, call Lisa at 860-918-1170.

EHHS Botany Plant Sale
The East Hampton High School botany plant 

sale will be held Saturday, May 13, from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., in the greenhouse in front of the High 
school.

A variety of annuals, perennials, sunflowers, 
and vegetable garden plants will be available for 
sale, all grown by the students.  Varieties include 
dahlias, purple cone flowers, cosmos, delphini-
um, verbena, Shasta daisy, sweet pepper, aster 
powder puff, hot peppers, large leaf basil, cherry 
peppers, gaillardia, monarda tomatoes, cilantro, 

rosemary, eggplant, pink brandy wine tomatoes, 
four o’clock, cucumber,  large red cherry toma-
to, Mexican sunflower, broccoli, scarlet poppy, 
beefsteak tomato, lilliput zinnias, marigold, red 
salad bowl, lettuce, buttercrunch lettuce, Brus-
sels sprouts, crackerjack marigolds, lavender, 
catnip, sage, thyme, parsley, cilantro and more.

Bring along a box to fill and remember to 
bring any plant trays or pots you would like to 
donate for reuse.

Postal Food Drive 
On Saturday, May 13, mail carriers in East 

Hampton will conduct their annual food 
drive to help replenish the local food bank 
shelves. This is part of a nationwide effort 
that has been carried on for more than 20 
years.

Donations can be left at your mailbox or 
brought to the Post Office lobby. It would be 
helpful to put items out early our carriers 
will be assisted by volunteers. 

Donations should have current use-by 
dates.

Some Town Goings-On, in Brief
By Jack Lakowsky

The tempestuous temperaments in last week’s 
East Hampton Town Council meeting – over a 
deep slash to the school district’s requested bud-
get – drowned out some of the other activities 
the town has going on. Here’s a brief recap. 

Library
According to Town Manager Dave Cox’s 

town report, library staff members planning 
for this year’s “Find Your Voice” summer read-
ing program, Head over to the fields at Center 
School to sign up for this year’s Summer Read-
ing Program, enjoy a free snow cone, an inflat-
able obstacle course, baby goats, and water bal-
loon painting, plus special guests DJ Montez 
and Epoch Arts.

Planning is also underway for the Bike Rodeo 
that will be a part of National Trails Day and is 
being hosted in conjunction with the Parks and 
Recreation Department, the police department, 
town council several downtown businesses.

 The grant-funded event uses hands on activi-
ties to teach youth about bicycle safety. 

 The library is pleased to announce that 3D 
printing services are now available at the for a 

small fee. More information about the size of 
items that may be printed and availability of 
models may be found on the library’s website. 

This new service is made possible due to a 
generous donation of the printing device and 
the fees will offset materials and operational 
costs. 

Finally, in recent weeks, the Children’s De-
partment has collaborated with the Senior Cen-
ter to host two programs that bring youth and 
older adults together; a paint party and an inter-
active nature storytime and walk. 

Participants at the storytime were delighted 
to stroll the Library and Senior Center grounds, 
attempting to spot the flora and fauna from the 
book.

Fire Department
Twelve members of the department have 

completed a state-certified Fire Instructor One 
course.

 During this 48-hour course, the team spent 
eight hours on six consecutive Saturdays learn-
ing the fundamentals of instructing others. 

This class will help membership and the 

whole community, as the team will be certified 
to teach others the tricks of the trade. Funda-
mentals of this class are public speaking, what 
information is retained by students, how to 
cater to your audience and laws/standards per-
taining to students.

Parks and Rec
Formal progress is being made on the grants 

received for improvements on the Air Line Trail 
to construct a boardwalk through the wetlands 
area of the trail northwest of Route 66 near the 
public works building.

 In addition to the $1.4 million grant received 
from the Congress, staff has been notified that 
the town also received a $400,000 grant from 
the state Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection (DEEP), which will serve as 
a portion of the local match for the federal grant 
and will cover other, related improvements to 
the trail. 

Staff and representatives from the state De-
partment of Transportation, who is overseeing 
the federal grant, DEEP, and the town’s engineer 
will be meeting next week to begin coordination 
and administrative efforts related to the grants. 

The town hopes the boardwalk project will 
commence in fall and continue through winter 
and be ready for use in spring 2024.

Senior Center
The Senior Center director and the town 

manager met with representatives of River Val-
ley Transit to discuss a pilot project River Valley 
Transit (RVT) is hoping to implement in East 
Hampton. 

RVT is applying for a grant from the state 
DOT to implement an on-demand transporta-
tion service that would allow users to begin and 
end trips locally within the main portion of East 
Hampton.

 Similar to a typical ridesharing or taxi ser-
vice, users would be able to call for a ride, which 
would then be provided within a short time. 

Rides may be individual or shared, depend-
ing on demand at the time, and would bear a 
very minimal cost. The DOT is testing the vi-
ability of such a service in various areas of the 
state through several pilot programs like this 
one. As more information becomes available, it 
will be shared with the community, wrote Cox. 

Lions Collecting for School Libraries
The East Hampton Lions Club is hoping to 

spend $2,023 for the purchase of new library 
books for both Memorial and Center schools. 
The Lions have committed to this amount if 
residents match it. Anyone who donates can re-
quest which school their donation will benefit.

Donations will be accepted through May 15. 
All titles will be selected by library media spe-
cialist Rebecca Flannery. Titles will be ordered 

this school year to be added into circulation at 
the beginning of next school year.

Checks should be made to East Hampton Li-
ons Charities. Donations are tax-deductible and 
should be mailed to: East Hampton Lions Club, 
P.O. Box 153, East Hampton, CT 06424.

Contact Tim Csere at csere4@comcast.net for 
more information.

East Hampton High School Project Gradu-
ation is hosting a Spring Cleaning with Savers 
– and the last collection date is Saturday, May 
6, from 9-11 a.m., at Global Self Storage, 265 W. 
High St. 

Items will be collected for resale. Acceptable 
items include clothing, coats, shoes, scarves, 
handbags, wallets, ties, belts, backpacks, bed-
ding, comforters, blankets, sheets, towels, ta-

blecloths, curtains, pillows, pots/pans, dishes, 
silverware, glasses, serving pieces, hand-held 
appliances, home decorative items, toys, games, 
and small electronics. 

Use bags for clothes and textiles and tightly 
packed boxes for small household goods (such 
as books). No large items and no furniture, 
please. All items must be clean and in sellable 
condition.

Free Paper-Shredding
The Lower Connecticut River Valley Council 

of Governments (RiverCOG) is holding a resi-
dential paper shredding event on Saturday, May 
13, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the East Hampton Wa-
ter Pollution Control Authority, 20 Gildersleeve 
Drive, East Hampton. 

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes East Hampton and 
Portland. Visit www.rivercog.org/household-
hazardous-waste for more information.

Sponsors Sought
for Old Home Days

Old Home Days is July 6, 7 and 8 – and spon-
sors are sought to help pay for the three-day 
Glorious Celebration. 

East Hampton Old Home Days is run en-
tirely on donations from the community and 
local businesses.  All donations are welcome. To 
donate, visit www.ehohd.org. For sponsorship 
information, call Carl Guild at 860-813-2275 or 
carlguild@gmail.com.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
5/6/23

through
5/31/23

Not responsible for typographical errors.

Stolichnaya
Vodka 80°

$2999 (1.75 L)

Maker’s
Mark 90°

$5699 (1.75 L)

Skyy
Vodka 80°

$1999 (1.75 L)

Bombay Sapphire 
Gin 94°

$3499 (1.75 L)

Captain Morgan 
White Rum 80°
$1999 

(1.75 L)

Southern
Comfort 70°

$2849 (1.75 L)

Yellow Tail 
Wines

$1199 (750 mL)

Kendall Jackson 
Vint. Chard.

$1299 (750 mL)

Glen Ellen
Wines

Cavit
Wines

$1099 (750 mL)
$1229 (1.5 L)

Meridian
Wines

Bota
Wines

$1599 (1.5 L)
$1899 (3 L box)

W
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Founders All Day IPA

$1649
12 oz., 15-pack cans

Miller Lite

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Coors Lt.

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Busch & Lt.

$1449
12 oz., 18-pack cans

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 10am-5pm

Center Package Store

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., an-

nounces the following. Registration is required 
for all programs unless noted; register at my-
activecenter.com or by contacting the center at 
860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamptonct.
gov. Senior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Masks are 
encouraged, but not required.  Visit the senior 
center online at www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a $3 
donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mondays, 
9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mondays, 9:30 
a.m.; Setback: Mondays, 1 p.m., and Thursdays, 
1:15 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Bingo: 
Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., in person and via Zoom; 
Cross Stitch: Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. – all 
levels welcome; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15-
11:45 a.m.; Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. – let 
the center know in advance if you plan to attend; 
Mahjongg: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon – call also to 
put your name on a list if interested in learning 
how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: There 
are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-11 a.m., 
and one meets every other Thursday, 11:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.  Groups meet indoors or via Zoom.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Monday, 
May 8, 10:30 a.m. This is a social hour of fun 
facts and sharing activities, and snacks, just for 
the guys. 

Ageless Mindful Awareness Techniques: 
Mondays, May 8 and 22, 1 p.m. Techniques en-
gage in healing, self-compassion and gratitude in 
a group setting.

Book Club: Tuesday, May 9, 10:30 a.m. Green-
lights by Matthew McConaughey. Also, special 

guest speaker Martin Podskoch will talk about 
books he’s written. His book will be on sale.

The Art of the Sit Spot: Friday, May 12, 10:30-
11:30 a.m., at the Cranberry Bog. Bring a mat, 
folding chair or camping stool. Meet at the Bog 
kiosk in the parking lot. Transportation may be 
available if requested by May 6.

Movie Day: Friday, May 12, 1 p.m. Divine Se-
crets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, a tale of hilarious 
sadness set in Louisiana. Snacks provided. 

Beginners Knitting Class: Fridays, May 12 
and 19, 11 a.m. Bring yarn and needles. 

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group: Mon-
day, May 15, 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.  

Free Blood Pressure Screening: Monday, May 
15, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Chatham Health Department 
will sponsor this clinic. Simply stop by; no ap-
pointment necessary.

Baby Goats: Monday, May 15, 3 p.m. The goats 
are visiting again! 

Bracelet-Making by Wendy: Tuesday, May 16, 
10 a.m. Make a recycled button keepsake bracelet. 
All supplies provided. 

Celebrate Older Americans Month with The 
Guinea Pigs: Wednesday, May 17, 1 p.m. This is a 
Connecticut-based musical duo. 

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Storytimes: Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years, Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. for ages 3-5 years, 
Mindful Movements: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Held in the library community room. For ages 
18 months and up; siblings welcome, Baby 
Rhyme Time: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. For chil-
dren ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. 
Held in the library community room.

Family Story Time: Saturday, May 20, 10:30 
a.m., for ages 3-5. There will be songs, dancing, 
and stories. Siblings welcome.

Hatch the Chicken!: Through a partnership 
with Hatch the Chicken, the library is incubat-
ing seven live chicken eggs. Stop by to see them 
and hopefully catch a glimpse of them hatching 
sometime around May 23. Then visit the baby 
chicks before they go back to the farm on June 6.  

DIY Days – Light Up Fireflies: Saturday, 
May 6, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in 
grades K-8 are invited to create a different toy, 
game or treat together. No registration required; 
just drop in. Available while supplies last.

Tween Game Night: Wednesday, May 10, 
4:30-5:30 p.m., for grades 4-8. This will be an 
hour of in-person games to get people up and 

moving. 
Teen Programs: Pre-Teen Advisory Board: 

Tuesday, May 16, 4:30-5:30 p.m., for grades 6-8. 
Earn community service hours. New members 
always welcome. Register online or drop in.  

Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, May 16, 
5:30-6:30 p.m., for grades 9-12. Plan and create 
events and programs you want, and provide in-
put to expand the library’s YA/Teen collection. 
Earn community service hours. New members 
are always welcome. Register online or drop in.

Teen Paint Night: Wednesday, May 17, 6 
p.m., for grades 6-12. Supplies are limited. 

Nintendo Switch Tournament: Saturday, 
May 20, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. All skill 
levels welcome.

Adult Programs: LibrarYoga with Amie 
Meacham: Tuesday, May 9, 6:30 p.m. All levels 
welcome. 

Book Club: Tuesday, May 16, 6:30 p.m. Eight 
Perfect Murders by Peter Swanson will be dis-
cussed. Copies of the month’s book are available 
for checkout at the circulation desk. 

Belltown Book Blast: Friday, May 19, 10 a.m. 
There will be coffee or tea and bookish banter. 
No registration needed; just drop in.  

Mother’s Day
Pop-Up Boutique

On Saturday, May 13, the Congregational 
Church of East Hampton, located at 59 Main 
St., will hold a Mother’s Day Pop-Up Bou-
tique from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Featured will be gifts, Kids Buy for Mom 
Store, gift basket raffle, Rada cutlery, cof-
feecake sale, and photo booth. There will be 
free mini muffins and lemonade for all who 
attend.

‘Running for Brews’
is Back

‘Running for Brews’ is back for the season!  
The runners meet every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

at Dexter’s Tunes, Tales and Ales (91 Main St.) 
and run a 5K – or whatever distance they want – 
on the Air Line Trail. After the run, folks return 
to Dexter’s for a cold brew (or water or whatever 
you need to quench your thirst), conversation 
and live music.

Contact Greg Jones for more details at jone-
sinthrulife@gmail.com or text 860-966-7179.

No Services at Haddam 
Neck Congregational

During May, Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church members will worship at the 2nd Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam, 52 
Middle Haddam Rd., Middle Haddam. All are 
invited to the 10 a.m. service there.

No worship services will be held at Haddam 
Neck Congregational during May.

Visit www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.
org for information and upcoming events. 

EHACC Seeks Members
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion (EHACC) is accepting applications from 
East Hampton residents to serve on the com-
mission. The board of volunteers meet every 
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Joseph N. Goff House Museum, 2 Barton Hill 
Rd., and helps support and promote arts and 
culture in the Town of East Hampton.

For more information on EHACC, visit www.
artsforeasthamptonct.org or email arts@east-
hamptonct.org.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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15, 20, 30, and 40 yard Dumpsters available for
your next job, renovation, or clean up.

•	 Construction	&	Demolition	Debris

•	 Bulky	House	Debris	(Appliances,	Furniture,
	 Boxes,	Cabinets,	Metal,	and	more)

•	 Brush,	Stumps,	Trees,	Wood	Chip	Debris

•	We	provide	dumpsters	for	Steel	&	Aluminum

ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICES

www.BelltownRecycling.com
15 YARD 20 YARD

20 YARD30 YARD40 YARD

Ask	about	our	1	week
dumpster special.

Call	for	pricing!
860-267-7140
24	Old	Coach	Rd

East	Hampton,	CT
06424

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch
Catering • Outdoor Seating
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BBQ Brunch
This Saturday 11am-2pm

Our regular menu will be 
available as well!

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385
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Just like the bees need sweet nectar, we need sweet you!
Please contact me so we can discuss your

selling needs and how much your home is worth! 

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033

April Showers bring May 
Flowers and May SHOWINGS 
will bring June CLOSINGS!! 
The Spring market is here, and we 

have buyers, but we need more sellers!

 Let’s Get Your Property SOLD 

Class of ‘88
35th Class Reunion 

The class has entered a float in the Old Home 
Day Parade on July 8, followed by a get-together 
at Kick Back n’ Bowl beginning at 1 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to be on the float or 
walk in the parade. Alumni from classes of ‘85, 
’86, ’87 and ‘89 are also welcome to attend. 

Contact Lisa Loffredo if interested or for 
more information, at 860-930-0689 or LLoff-
redo@comcast.net.

Belltown Garden Club
Offering Scholarship

The Belltown Garden Club is offering a grad-
uating high school senior who lives in town the 
chance to apply for a $500 scholarship.

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior with preferences given 
to a student who intends to major in sciences or 
education related to the earth. Related fields of 
study will be considered. Financial need could 
be part of the decision.

Applications are available at the East Hamp-
ton High School guidance office, 15 North Ma-
ple Street. Applications are due May 15.

Senior Center
Transportation Change

There has been a change in the driver hours, 
due to changing needs. Previously the hours 
were Monday-Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The new schedule is Monday-Friday from 
10:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. Occasionally a medical 
transport can be accommodated, if time is avail-
able. Transportation continues to be available 
for local trips within East Hampton.  

The service is available to East Hampton resi-
dents age 60 or over on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The van is accessible, allowing transpor-
tation of wheelchairs and similar equipment. 
There is no charge for the service; however, do-
nations are accepted. 

Schedule your ride by calling the senior cen-
ter at 860-267-4426. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. Communion 
will be served this Sunday.

Take Two! Because of the overwhelming re-
sponse, the music worship event “Hope Resides 
Here” will be held again Sunday, May 21, at 9 
a.m. The Vocal Choir and musicians will pres-
ent contemporary music.

Kids Church: Music and hands-on interac-
tive activities about God’s love are offered for 

kids in the Fellowship Hall during the worship 
service. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are always 
welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Book of 
Revelation.	

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. The 
church website is at www.hncovenantchurch.
org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 860-
267-9093. The library has a new P.O. box number: 
123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. No Sat-
urday classes until summer. Cost is a $10 drop-in 
fee. Register at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30am. A spirited 

group of players; experienced to brand new. Join 
the fun!

Spinning Fibers: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Bring 
your own wheel and fiber. All are welcome.

CommuniTea: Saturday, May 13, 10 a.m.-
noon. Take out a book and have a cup of tea. Cof-
fee drinkers welcome.

Small Stream Presentation: Friday, May 19, 
7 p.m. Rowan Lytle will talk about small-mouth 
bass fishing.

Writer’s Workshop/Meet-Up Group: Wednes-
day, May 24, 7-8:30 p.m. There will be construc-
tive criticism, writing exercises and more. Get the 
opinion of other writers. Registration requested.

Free Household
Hazardous Waste Collection 

The Lower CT River Council of Governments 
will hold a free Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection event on Saturday, May 6, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at the East Hampton Water Pollu-
tion Control Facility, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East 
Hampton.

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region which includes East Hampton 
and Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. 

Visit rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste 
to learn more.

Troop 8 Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 

On Sunday, May 14, the Boy Scouts of 
Troop 8 will host their annual Mother’s Day 
Breakfast at VFW Post 5095, located at 20 N. 
Maple St., from 8-11 a.m. 

The scouts will be serving eggs, bacon, 
sausage, home fries, toast, coffee and juice. 
The breakfast will cost $12/person. All pro-
ceeds from the breakfast will be used to sup-
port the scouting activities of Troop 8.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Officer Promoted… On April 18, East Hampton Police Officer Timothy DeRoehn 
was promoted to the rank of sergeant, filling the vacancy created by a recent retire-
ment. He is seen here being sworn in by Town Clerk Kelly Bilodeau. On Facebook 
the department congratulated Sgt. DeRoehn, who joined the department in 2017. 
DeRoehn – whose father was also a police officer in town – is a 2016 graduate of Central 
Connecticut State University in New Britain, where he majored in psychology with 
dual minors in criminal justice and social justice, according to The Middletown Press.

11th Annual
Gelding Clinic

CT Draft Horse Rescue (CDHR) is spon-
soring the 11th annual Gelding Clinic Sat-
urday, May 6 (rain date: Sunday, May 7), at 
113 Chestnut Hill Rd., East Hampton.

Veterinary students from Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts Uni-
versity, under the direct supervision of both 
Tufts and local veterinarians, volunteer to 
perform the gelding. 

Fee is $125 per horse/donkey/mule.  
Limited appointments are available.  Pre-
registration/payment required, at www.ct-
draftrescue.org/geldingclinic2023.

Note: CDHR will be closed to the public 
on this day. 

Self-Care for the Caregiver
The St. Patrick Guild will host Middlesex 

Health Hospice and Palliative Care for a pre-
sentation Tuesday, May 9, at 7 p.m., in the Par-
ish Center at St. Patrick Church, 47 West High 
St.

The presentation, entitled “Self-Care for the 
Caregiver: Staying Safe, Healthy, and Sane So 
That You Can Be There for Someone Else,” will 

offer insight on the value of caring for oneself, 
while caring for someone who is homebound. 
Participants will learn to recognize when they 
need self-care, and how to give it to them-
selves. 

The presentation is 50 minutes, and there 
will be an opportunity to answer questions. 
Refreshments will be available.

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Oure Pleasure Singers will perform Sat-

urday, May 6, at 4 p.m.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Police News
4/19: Steven Wesolowski, 50, of 37 N. Main 

St., was arrested and charged with DUI and fail-
ure to drive right, East Hampton Police said. 

4/27: Chrisovalanda Sialas-Giagios, 37, of 87 
Main St., was issued a summons for operating 
a motor vehicle with a suspended license and 
operating an unregistered and uninsured motor 
vehicle, police said.

4/29: Zachary Lavigne, 32, of 20 Flannery 
Row, was arrested and charged with DUI and 

failure to drive right, police said. 
5/1: Alan Dubowsky, 68, of 46 Haddam Neck 

Rd., turned himself in pursuant to an active 
warrant for his arrest and charged with impair-
ing morals of a minor.

From April 24-30, officers responded to 21 
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and 
five alarms, and made 12 traffic stops, police 
said. 



NEWS BULLETIN • May 5, 2023	 Page 31

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM

Town of Portland
Legal notice is hereby given to the water and/or sewer usage 
customers of the Town of Portland that quarterly bills are due 
and payable April 17, 2023.  Payments not made in full on or 
before May 17, 2023 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per 
month from the due date.
Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the charge.  Please 
contact the Water/Sewer department if you do not receive your 
bill at (860) 342-6735 or by email darce@portlandct.org 
Please feel free to leave your payment in the drop box located 
to the right of the back door at the Town Hall, which is located at 
33 East Main St., Portland, CT or by mail at the address listed 
below.
Town of Portland
Water/Sewer Dept.
P.O. Box 71
Portland, CT  06480-0071
Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC
Town of Portland
Collector of Revenue

3TB 4/7, 4/21, 5/5

Legal Notice
Andover Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission 
The Duly Authorized Agent of the Andover Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Commission APPROVED the following 
application on April 26, 2023:
• Application #IWWC 23-04: Connecticut Meditation Center, 
Inc., 131 U.S. Route 6- Construction of an approximately 
7-foot-by-5-foot statue and construction of an approximately 
18-foot-by-18-foot wooden structure to cover the statue.  
Location and dimensions of the statue and enclosure are 
indicated on the site plans and construction plan submitted 
on 04-17-2023.  Statue and enclosure are located within the 
100-foot Upland Review Area of a wetland.

The above decisions may be appealed to the Andover Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Commission pursuant to Section 
12.2 of the Town of Andover Inland Wetlands and Watercours-
es Regulations, available at www.andoverconnecticut.org.

1TB 5/5

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

The Historic District Commission will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, May 8, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall Meeting 
Room, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 to hear and 
consider the following petition(s):

Certificate of Appropriateness - COA 2023-002 – of the 
Town of Colchester Planning & Zoning Department for 
installation of a pre-fabricated, permanent bus shelter at 
the CT Transit stop located on the on the Town Green at 
Broadway and Main Street. 

At this hearing interested parties may be heard and written 
communications received.  A copy of this petition is available 
for public inspection in the Planning and Zoning Department 
at Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, Suite 105, Col-
chester, CT 06415 and may be inspected during regular busi-
ness hours (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday).
Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair

2TB 4/28, 5/5 LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals took the following action 
at a meeting held on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at the Hebron 
Town Office Building, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT, concerning 
the following:
Petition 2023-2: Request of Mark and Kandy Caccio, Ap-
plicant, for a variance of Section 2.E.5 of the Hebron Zoning 
Regulations, to allow a 216 square foot accessory structure 
(shed) to be located 2’ from the side property line where the 
minimum side yard setback is 10’, on premise located at 44 
Ames Road, Amston Lake District. Approved.
Petition 2023-3: Request of David M. Pescatello, Owner, for 
a variance of Section 2.E.4 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, 
to allow a 960 square foot accessory structure (garage) to be 
located 10’ from the side property line where the minimum side 
yard setback is 20’, on premise located at 765 East Street, 
Residence 1 District. Approved.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 3rd day of May 2023.
Martin J. Halloran, Chairperson 
Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website 
at https://hebronct.com/agendas/

1TB 5/5

LEGALS

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORG

Two-year-old Achilles is a beautiful 
black and white boy with the most 
adorable pink nose, and he wants 
your love. Achilles, ever the fighter, 
had survived outside for at least a 
month before he was brought to 

Kenya, affectionately known as Coco, 
is a petite espresso colored velvet fur 
pibble whose smile is contagious. She 
loves a good sniffari walk, a game of tug 
and to chase small balls. She is a strong 
hiker and loves to run and zoom. She 
will snuggle on the couch and fall asleep the shelter. As a result, he is adjusting to life in the shelter and 

sometimes he gets a tad overwhelmed. But he seeks out affection 
and absolutely loves a good scratch behind the ears. He loves ball 
toys and of course, dinner time! If you bring him home, Achilles 
will seek you out and be over the moon to spend time with his 
new family. Come and meet our little hero on adoption day.

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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in your arms while you watch a movie. Coco, approximately 1-2 
years old, was found abandoned and we don’t know her young 
puppy history but recognize training and care were not a part of 
it. She will need a patient and experienced adopter to continue 
with her trainer and program as she learns to navigate the world.
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From the State Senator’s Desk…
With the high cost of energy on most of our minds, and many of us none too pleased about 

the service and quality we receive for that cost, I am pleased to share some positive news with 
you regarding the future of energy regulation in Connecticut. For several years, following the 
passage of the Take Back Our Grid Act that I led development of, state workers have been hard 
at work developing a performance-based regulation plan for state utility companies.

What does this mean? Much like how students are graded for their in-class performance 
and workers are graded for in-office performance, this shift will mean utility companies will be 
rewarded or penalized based on their performance. The objective is to incentivize better service 
for utilities through these regulations.

Under this model, which will go into effect next year, initial targets and objectives for the 
work in question will include investment efficiency, reliability and resiliency of electric service 
and customer empowerment. These metrics will have real and defined criteria that utilities will 
need to follow in order to attain better regulations; conversely, if they do not meet those criteria, 
they will see worse stipulations for regulations.

The Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, which regulates state utilities, has said a move to 
this model of regulation better serves the public interest, with accountability directly men-
tioned as a major driver behind the decision. PURA was required to develop the framework as 
a result of the Take Back Our Grid Act, which came after the state’s electric utilities provided 
a poor response to Tropical Storm Isaias; the resulting damage left thousands without power 
for more than a week. The new program and decision are directly tied to the poor response to 
Tropical Storm Isaias and the negative impacts on which it left the state.

In coming months, you’ll likely hear more about these performance-based frameworks, and 
I’m excited for their implementation to come closer to fruition. These changes are well overdue 
in Connecticut and I look forward to seeing how they improve our state’s energy grid.

State Sen. Norm Needleman, D-33rd District
Note: The 12-town 33rd District includes Colchester, East Hampton and Portland.

Standout Athletes
of the Week

Lawmakers Drive Extension of Utility Shut-Off Freeze

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 

for the week of April 24-30:
Jazlyn Small-Yu- Bacon Academy (Softball): 

Small-Yu connected on three hits, including a 
home run, as the Bobcats defeated New London 
9-3 on April 24. Small-Yu, a junior, drove in two 
runs and scored two more as she nearly hit for 
the cycle, reaching base on a double and a triple 
to go along with her first fence-clearing shot of 
the year. Through the first nine games, Small-Yu 
leads the team in hitting percentage (.458), hits 
(11), runs (11), and triples (4).    

R.J. Stanford - East Hampton High School 
(Baseball): Stanford drove in five runs and 
scored three more as the Bellingers defeated 
Hale Ray 15-3 on April 28. Stanford, a senior 
center fielder who had a team-high three hits, 
led an offensive attack that broke the game open 
with an eight-run first inning and scored a doz-
en runs over the first two innings.  

Taryn Brysgel - RHAM High School (La-
crosse): Brysgel, a junior goalie, was stout in be-
tween the pipes last week as the Raptors won all 
three games. Brysgel made 23 saves (stopping 
66% of the shots she faced) as RHAM defeated 
Berlin (15-6), Woodstock Academy (9-4), and 
Norwich Free Academy (9-7). Joelle Goralnik 
and Diana Zito led the offensive charge for 
RHAM, combining for 16 goals and nine assists 
in the three games.

Samuel LaMalfa - Portland High School 
(Track & Field): LaMalfa won the 400 meters, 
running a personal-best 50.33 to hold runner-
up Cole Robertson of Tolland at the Ellington 
Invitational on April 29. LaMalfa, a sophomore, 
was also part of the school’s 4x400 relay team 
— joining Noah Decker, Cole Bates, and Park-
er Thompson — as the Highlanders 4x4 relay 
team finished as the runner-up at the invite held 
at Ellington High School.  

By Jack Lakowsky 
Last week state Sen. Norm Needleman (D-

33), state senator for East Hampton, Portland 
and Colchester and chair of Hartford’s Energy 
and Technology Committee, along with sev-
eral other lawmakers, urged the Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority, the state’s utility compa-
ny oversight board, to extend a utility shut off 
moratorium. 

Needleman described the news as “welcome 
and relieving.”

As chair of the energy committee, Needle-
man is heavily involved with PURA and utility 
oversight.

The moratorium is a holdout from the worst 
of the pandemic, meant to relieve people in fi-
nancial straits. It was set to expire May 1. 

Now, with the extension, it’s set until Hallow-
een of this year. 

According to Needleman, thousands of state 
residents would’ve had their utilities shut off 
this week without the extension. 

“This will protect thousands of residents al-
ready facing challenges,” said Needleman. 

Westport state Rep. Jonathan Steinberg, 
Needleman’s energy chair counterpart in the 
house, also issued a statement. 

“This is welcome news,” Steinberg said. “The 
moratorium extending to next year will allow 
many at risk of shutoffs to access new, lower 
rates for utilities at the start of 2024.

Needleman and Steinberg cowrote a letter to 
PURA chair Melissa Gillett. 

“The ongoing pandemic has had a severe im-
pact on the economic situation of many house-
holds in Connecticut,” they wrote.

“It has left many struggling to make ends 
meet and pay for their essential utilities, such 
as electricity and gas; [given] how the climate is 
changing and the recent 90+ degree days we saw 
in April, we must ensure that the most vulner-
able among us are protected from the heat of the 
summer months as well. 

“We urge you to take action and extend the 
moratorium on service disconnections, except 
for reasons of public safety, for all residential fi-
nancial hardship customers of regulated electric 
and gas utilities. This will ensure that families 
who are struggling financially do not have to 
face the added stress of disconnection during 
these difficult times.”

Furthermore, the lawmakers requested that 
customers not need to request individual pro-
tection. We believe this is necessary as many 
people may not be aware of the available protec-
tions or may be hesitant to come forward and 
request assistance.

“In conclusion, we believe that extending the 
moratorium until Oct. 31, 2023, will help allevi-
ate the financial burden on families and ensure 
that they have access to essential utilities during 
these trying times.” 

This comes as Needleman’s signature legisla-
tion, the Take Back Our Grid Act, an attempt 
to increase oversight over and accountability of 
the state’s major utilities, especially Eversource, 
is due to become law in January 2024. The bill 
passed in the wake of Eversource’s botched re-
sponse to a 2020 tropical storm. Town leaders, 
like then-first selectpersons Mary Bylone (Col-
chester) and Susan Bransfield (Portland) joined 
a chorus denouncing Eversource’s performance. 

Some Republicans, including the late Bren-
dan Saunders, Needleman’s 2020 election op-

ponent, said the bill lacked teeth. In 2021, dur-
ing an election interview, Republican state Rep. 
Irene Haines (R-34) said the bill was merely a 
way for Democrats do get clout before that elec-
tion. 

Ten years ago, after the early 2010s hurri-
canes, Needleman, before he was in Hartford, 
fought to get Eversource more money for hiring 
and equipment. Based on information he shared 
with the Rivereast at the time, Eversource did a 
lot of hiring until about 2013, then tapered off. 

PURA said companies that don’t comply face 
penalties. 

Part of the Take Back Our Grid Act was per-
formance-based regulation, and this has just 
come to fruition.

Now, to improve utility company account-
ability, performance and speed must be consid-
ered during ratemaking. 

“We worked very hard to fashion legislation 
that was in the best interest of ratepayers [and 
hope] all the parts of the [act], as well as addi-
tions that will be in the legislation…will move 
the needle so ratepayers of Connecticut can feel 
assured the utilities are working in their best in-
terest.”

Gov. Ned Lamont also chimed in, saying a 
performance-based system ensures “that the 
earnings and profits of utility companies are tied 
to good performance and certain penalties can 
be enacted amid extensive service disruptions.” 

$RHAM cont. from page 9

Hebron Lions Scholarships Available 
The Hebron Lions Club is offering three 

scholarships for 2023 and is looking for RHAM 
or Hebron resident senior candidates. The Li-
ons are offering two $4,000 scholarships for 
those individuals attending a four-year college 
and one $2,000 scholarship to those attending 
a two-year college or trade/career school pro-
gram.

Applicants must be high school seniors, resi-
dents of the Hebron or active members of the 
RHAM Leos Club, and must plan to attend a 
college or technical/career school in the 2023-
24 school year.

Recipients will be selected based on financial 
need, scholastic achievement, extracurricular 
activities, community service and other criteria 

established by the Hebron Lions Club Scholar-
ship Committee. 

Applications are available in the RHAM High 
School guidance counselors’ office, and are also 
online at www.Hebronctlions.org/lions-schol-
arships. Once completed, forms can be submit-
ted by sending them via email to Lion Brenda 
Johnson at Brenda.Johnson@HebronHarvest-
Fair.org, or can be mailed to Hebron Lions Club, 
c/o Brenda Johnson, Chairman, Hebron Lions 
Club Scholarship Committee, 347 Gilead St., 
Hebron, CT 06248. 

Completed forms must be received by May 
13 for consideration. For more information, 
contact Lion Richard Griswold at Richard.Gris-
wold@HebronHarvestFair.org.

Alumni Benefit Event for Scholarships, Project Grad
There will be an alumni benefit event for 

RHAM scholarships and Project Graduation at 
Blackledge Country Club on Saturday, May 13, 
at 6 p.m., with music by the band NightShift!

 This event is hosted by RHAM Alumni, with 
the proceeds to provide scholarships to RHAM 
seniors and to benefit RHAM Project Gradua-
tion.

 Tickets are $25 per person. Blackledge Coun-
try Club will serve flatbreads, pastas and snacks, 
and a cash bar also will also be available. There 

will be a raffle of many great items. 
A limited number of tickets will be sold, all in 

advance, and none will be available at the door. 
Tickets can be purchased by cash or check only.

Checks should be made out to RHAM Alum-
ni. 

Further information and tickets are available 
from committee members Bob at 860-558-5823 
or 860-228-3388; Lynn at 860-416-1575; or 
John at 860-295-8484.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 5/31/23.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Hebron
Joyce H. McDonnell 

Joyce H. (Bonesio) McDonnell, 92, of He-
bron, beloved wife of the late Thomas J. Mc-
Donnell, passed away peacefully Friday, April 
21. Joyce was born in Hartford on Feb. 20, 1931, 
daughter of the late Michael and Mary Bonesio. 

Prior to living in Hebron since 2020, Joyce 
enjoyed living for over 30 years in Eastham, 
Mass. Prior to Cape Cod, Joyce resided in New 
Britain and Hartford. For many years, Joyce and 
Tom spent winter months at their home in Vero 
Beach, Fla. She was a 1947 graduate of Bulkeley 
High School in Hartford.

Mom, Gram, Mimi, Nona, enjoyed Point O’ 
Woods Beach as a young girl with many family 
memories. On the Cape she and Tom loved First 
Encounter Beach and sunsets at Rock Harbor. 
Her passion was cooking, but her “hobby” con-
sisted of plastering her kitchen fridge with as 
many grandkid and family photos as she could! 
Her grandchildren and great-grands brought 
her many years of enjoyment and pride. “Bibs” 
was always quick to hand out homemade cook-
ies and treats or invite you over for a meal. If 
you needed something, she found a way to get 
it to you.

Joyce is survived by her sister, Faith Staple-
ton of Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif.; two sons, 
Tim McDonnell of Aliso Viejo, Calif.; Kevin 
McDonnell and his wife Gail of Hebron; one 
daughter, Marylou Bengston and her husband 

Hebron
Joan Dembinski Warner

On Sunday, April 23, 
Joan Ellen Dembinski 
Warner, loving wife and 
mother, passed away at 
the age of 64. Joan was 
born on Aug. 25, 1958, in 
Norwich to Ed and Au-
drey (Eels) Dembinski.

Joan worked many years 
for the emissions program 
for the State of Connecti-
cut where she ended her 
career as a district man-
ager. During her time here she met and fell in 
love with her future husband, Scott. On Aug. 
7, 1993, she married Scott Clinton Warner of 
Hebron. They raised their daughter, Stephanie 
Grace Warner. 

Joan was preceded in death by her father, Ed-
mund; her mother, Audrey; her brother, James; 
and her sister, Jane. She is survived by her hus-
band, Scott, her daughter, Stephanie, and their 
dogs, Bella and Dixie, as well as numerous 
cousins, nieces, nephews and more close friends 
than we could hope to list here. She loved them 
all. Joan was open to anyone who entered her 
life. She welcomed everyone with open arms. 

She loved her home and community in He-
bron just as much as she loved their second 
home and the small community in Norton, Vt. 
In her younger years, she loved to spend time 
at her second home in Vermont snowmobil-
ing, fishing or just exploring the country on dirt 
roads finding moose and other wildlife. Joan 
had a passion for all animals; over the years 
she rescued many animals who she took in and 
loved with her whole heart. 

Although Joan had numerous medical issues 
throughout her lifetime, she was always well 
cared for by her doctor, whom she loved and 
considered to be her friend, Ralph Laguardia.

 If you knew Joan, you knew she always had a 
Dunkin’ coffee in her hand. Her door was always 
open, she was always ready to lend an ear and 
provide her best advice. Joanie will be missed 
terribly by her many dear friends and family; 
she was a kind soul whom everyone loved. 

She is beyond all her medical problems and 
reunited in heaven with all the loved ones that 
went ahead.

There will be a celebration of Joan’s life at 3 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, at the Colchester Fish 
and Game Club, located on Old Amston Road 
in Colchester. 

Colchester
Jan McKelvey Sr.

Jan Russell McKelvey 
Sr. of Colchester passed 
away at Middlesex Hospi-
tal Sunday, April 30, after 
a recent illness.  He was 
89 years old.  Born Oct. 
7, 1933, in Greensburg, 
Pa., he was the last surviv-
ing of four children of the 
late Jacob and Lauretta 
(Poundstone) McKelvey.  

Jan was a proud veteran 
having served in the U.S. Army. He married his 
beloved wife, Barbara (Anderson) on June 23, 
1956. The couple settled in East Haddam on 
Lake Hayward, where they made their home 
and raised their family. Jan retired several years 
ago after a long and successful career as a tele-
phone installer.  Since 1959, Jan was a member 
of the Colchester Fish and Game Club where he 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and most any outdoor 
activity.  He was also a former member of the 
Colchester Hayward Volunteer fire Department. 

Jan will be remembered by his family as a 
hardworking family man who was a devoted 
and loving husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. He will be sadly missed but 
always remembered with love by his wife Bar-
bara of 66 years; his children and their spouses, 
Jan “JR” (Doreen) McKelvey of Marlborough, 
Karen (David) Wilson of Wolcott, Kevin McK-
elvey of Colchester; grandchildren, Kristen 
(Steve), Michael (Amanda), Timothy (Andrea), 
Jeffrey; great-grandchildren, Hannah, Owen, 
Benjamin, Emily, Madison, Savannah; and 
many extended family members and friends. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased 
by a son, Jeffrey McKelvey.  

A graveside funeral service will be held Satur-
day, May 6, at 11:30 a.m., at Linwood Cemetery, 
Linwood Avenue, Colchester, with full military 
honors. 

Donations in his memory may be made to the 
charity of one’s choice. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments.  To sign the online guestbook or share a 
memory of Jan, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Barbara W. Cassista

Barbara (Walker) Cassis-
ta, 86, formerly of Cheshire 
and Spring Hill, Fla., 
passed away Saturday, April 
15, at Chestelm Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in 
Moodus. She was the de-
voted wife of Joel Cassista 
for over 64 years, until his 
passing in February 2022.  
Barbara was born on Feb. 
22, 1937, in New Haven, 
daughter of the late Theodore and Ethel (Rode) 
Walker. 

Barbara graduated from Hillhouse High 
School in New Haven and worked as a book-
keeper for several local businesses until her re-
tirement.  In 2005, Barbara and Joel relocated 
from Cheshire to Timber Pines in Spring Hill, 
Fla., where they enjoyed golf and many other 
activities with their friends. 

A strong-willed and determined woman, 
Barbara loved her family and God, and had a 
faith that was unshakable. She was very social 
and enjoyed entertaining her family and many 
friends.  She and Joel were members of the 
Brooksville Bible Church in Florida and found-
ing members of the Cheshire Bible Chapel.

Barbara was the beloved mother of Michael 
Cassista; Michele (Tony) Cassista Rossini 
(twins); and Paula (Cary) Cassista MacDonald.  
She was predeceased by her oldest daughter, 
Lauren Cassista Giaimo. She leaves five grand-
children and two great-grandchildren and was 
predeceased by a great-grandson. Barbara is 
also survived by her sister, Judy (Ernie) Creta of 
Branford; and several loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Barbara was predeceased by her sister, Carol 
(Sparky) Anthony.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, 
May 6, at 11 a.m., at Cheshire Bible Chapel, 
1103 Waterbury Rd., Cheshire. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made 
to Cheshire Bible Chapel. 

The Alderson-Ford Funeral Home of 
Cheshire is assisting with her arrangements.  To 
leave online condolences for her family, please 
visit www.fordfh.com.

Portland
Benford Hilliker III

Benford James Hilliker III, 81, died Saturday, 
April 15, at home with his wife of 60 years, Bev-
erly, at his side. 

He is survived by his three daughters, Holly 
Turner (Frank), Heather Hilliker and Hope 
Caye (Patrick); also, 13 grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren, and his two sisters, Ruth Boyle 
and Debbie Salvi.

He was predeceased by a daughter, Hellen; his 
parents, Benford J. Hilliker Jr. and Olive (Sher-
wood) Hilliker; his sister, Phyllis Kachinsky; 
and brother, Terry Hilliker.

He was a Mason for the Warren Lodge in 

Cromwell
Timothy C. Gagnon

Timothy C. Gagnon, 
45, of Cromwell, had a 
sudden and untimely 
passing Monday, April 24, 
at his home in Cromwell. 
He was born in Middle-
town, son of Cornelia 
(Oppenheimer) Malm-
berg of Cromwell and the 
late John E. Gagnon Jr. 

Tim attended Crom-
well High School. Follow-
ing high school, he was employed in the con-
struction industry in all aspects for many years. 
Tim was the jokester. He had a quip for every 
situation, that came with a kind-hearted smile 
and an infectious laugh. He adored his three 
boys more than anything. He was a loving fa-
ther, brother, uncle, friend and dog dad. He was 
an avid Kansas City Chiefs and New York Yan-
kees fan. He loved being active which included 
outdoor activities such as hiking, fishing, skiing, 
and golfing. 

Tim is survived by his mother Cornelia and 
her husband Jeffrey Malmberg; his sons, Mason, 
Trenton of East Hampton and Finnian Gagnon 
of Middlefield; brothers, John E. Gagnon III and 
his wife Violet of Berlin and their sons Trevor 
and Connor; his brother, Matt Gilman of Mid-
dletown; his sister, Heather Smith of Manches-
ter; his great aunt, Ruth Shapiro; his aunt Emmy 
Pavelka and uncle Robert Pavelka of Killing-
worth; his aunt Donna Gagnon of Middletown; 
and Brenda Stassola of Middletown. 

Calling hours will be held Saturday, May 6, 
from 1-3 p.m., followed by a funeral service at 
3 p.m. at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St., Mid-
dletown. 

Those who wish may send memorial dona-
tions to cthumane.org.

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

Hebron
Tennie A. Ideman

Tennie A. (Bowman) 
Young Ideman, 79, of He-
bron and Port St. Lucie, 
Fla., beloved wife of Karl 
E. Ideman, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, April 
23, at Middlesex Hospital 
in Middletown.

Born in Hartford, Ten-
nie was the oldest child of 
the late Kenneth and An-
toinette (Tomassi) Bow-
man. She graduated from RHAM High School 
and worked in the insurance industry for most 
of her professional career, starting at the Travel-
ers. She retired from Liberty Mutual as a highly 
respected customer service agent in 2006. 

Although she enjoyed her career, her true 
devotion was to her family. First to parents and 
brothers, then to her children and grandchil-
dren. She lived her life to the fullest and touched 
so many people personally and professionally. 
Her passion for cooking was a form of art and a 
means to connect to the ones she loved. Those 
who knew her will remember her not only for 
her unique name but her smile, her laughter, her 
spice of life, and the ability to connect to any-
one. 

Travel was always on the agenda and with 
her beloved husband she had found the perfect 

Steve of Brewster, Mass. She is also survived by 
seven special grandchildren and their partners: 
Michael McDonnell and partner Alise Benzie 
of Woodbridge, Va.; Eric McDonnell and fiancé 
Aria Paxton of Dillon, Colo.; Laura McDonnell 
and partner Chris Wazer of Hebron; Kevin Mc-
Donnell and wife Annie of Lebanon; Nicholas 
Bengston of Brewster, Mass.; Dylan Bengston 
and wife Remy of Norfolk, Va.; and Sawyer 
Bengston of Brewster, Mass.; also, three beloved 
great-grandchildren: Nari and Noah Bengston 
and Grayson McDonnell. 

Joyce was predeceased by a wonderful daugh-
ter-in-law, Jane McDonnell.

The family would like to extend our apprecia-
tion and thanks to the staff at Colebrook Village 
Assisted Living in Hebron for their attentive 
care of Joyce since she became a resident and 
particularly since early March of this year.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, May 13, at the D’Esopo Funeral Cha-
pel, 277 Folly Brook Blvd., Wethersfield. A re-
ception will follow at Indian Hill Country Club, 
111 Golf St., Newington. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Shriners Children’s Hospitals at 
www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/giving, or plant 
a tree or shrub in Joyce’s memory.

partner to explore all the wonders of the world. 
She loved to read, paint, and garden, especially 
her herbs. She was a strong matriarch to her 
family and through her ability to listen, share 
wisdom, and a perfectly timed look, she created 
an example we can all look to. Tennie described 
a significant part of her purpose in life as help-
ing others who could not adequately help them-
selves. She was a fighter, who never gave up de-
spite apparently insurmountable odds and beat 
them time and time again.

Tennie has reunited, in heaven, with her fam-
ily members that has predeceased her, includ-
ing: her parents, Kenneth and Antoinette Bow-
man; her brother, Kenneth Bowman; and her 
daughter, Tracey A. Callahan.

Tennie is survived by her husband, Karl E. 
Ideman; her brother and his spouse, Tom and 
Elaine Bowman. She will be deeply missed by 
her children and their spouses, Kevin and Becky 
Young, Matthew and Asha Young, Eric Ideman, 
Alyson and Jeff Bohenko; and her eight grand-
children, Sean Callahan, Noah and Jonathan 
Young, Brayden, Madison, and Rylie Young, 
Ryan and Tyler Bohenko.

A memorial service will be held Friday, May 
12, at 12:30 p.m., at Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 
Hebron Ave., Glastonbury. Friends and family 
may call on Friday morning from 11 a.m. until 
the time of the memorial service at the funeral 
home. Burial will be at the convenience of the 
family. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
hibiscuschildrenscenter.org and hfhscommu-
nity.org/donate. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.
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WANTED 
TO BUY

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE ANYTIME WEEKENDS.
Includes continental breakfast & lunch. Water & juice all day.

R
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Millstream Preserve
Call (860) 295-9974 to register.

1 Day NRA Pistol Course
Date determined after 8 reservations
No NRA Computer Course required $150

The The 
Absolute Absolute 

BEST!!BEST!!

Non-medical, mostly companionship, meals & 
light housekeeping. Colchester. Part-time days. 

Great small caring agency. Must have caregiving 
experience, paid or non-paid & pass background 

check. Looking for long term employee.
Mon-Sat hours. Older adults encouraged to apply.

Immediate work. Call 860-967-0831

R
E9
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Caregiver Needed

Andover School District
General Kitchen Worker

The Andover School District is seeking qualified candidates for the 
position of General Kitchen Worker, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.  School food service or related field experience 
helpful.  Pay rate as per contract.  Applications are available online 
at www.andoverelementaryct.org and should be sent to:

Taylor Parker, Principal
Andover Elementary School

35 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

Or send via email to parkert@andoverelementaryct.org.
3TB 4/28, 5/5, 5/12

HELP WANTED – SEASONAL LABORERS
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for two (2) 
Seasonal Laborers:
This is a seasonal position within the Public Works Department 
with up to 40 (forty) hours a week for the summer. The successful 
candidate will be expected to perform general work in construction, 
repair and maintenance of town roads, grounds and facilities. 
$15.00/hour. Positions open until filled.
Requirements: Familiarity with, and an ability to operate, grounds 
maintenance equipment and small power equipment. Ability to use 
hand tools and a valid Connecticut driver’s license are required.
Employment Application and a general job description are avail-
able at the Town Clerk’s Office or at www.Marlboroughct.net. 
Completed applications are to be submitted to the:

Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street

P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447

2TB 4/28, 5/5

EMPLOYMENT

Location: 80 Main St, Colchester, CT 06415
Terms: Part Time: Tuesday and Thursday, 8:15 a.m. to 11:15 

a.m and 12:15 p.m. to 3:00 p.m, following a school year calendar
Salary: $7,800-$8,700
Requirements: A high school diploma or GED is required, 

Early Childhood Education or Experience is preferred.

ABOUT US:
• CCNS is entering our 65th year of operating a high quality preschool 

in Colchester.
• We are committed to each child achieving his/her highest potential 

academically, socially, and emotionally. 
Please visit our website at https://colchestercoop.com/ to learn more 

about our current teachers, history and mission.
ABOUT THE ROLE:
• The Teacher’s Aide will help the head teacher and the parents 

of CCNS in teaching and supervising the children safely and in 
accordance with CCNS bylaws.
• The Teacher’s Aide will fulfill continuing education courses. 
• The Teacher’s Aide will be allowed paid time off, bereavement days
RESPONSIBILITIES:
• The Teacher’s Aide will be required to attend the following training 

sessions, as required by state law:  First Aid Training, CPR training, 
Injectables Training, and Administration of Oral Medications Training. 
The Teacher’s Aide shall follow and adhere to all State of Connecticut 
licensing requirements.
• The Teacher’s Aide may be required to work additional CCNS events 

such as parents meetings, executive board meetings, open house, 
graduation, and other special events. 

Assistant Teacher
Colchester Cooperative Nursery School

Please send a resume, cover letter and three references by May 
31st to ccns.colchester@gmail.com. Interviews will be held at 
the beginning of June and the position would start in August. R

E5
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PART-TIME COOK: 3 days/wk 
includes every other weekend.
P l e a s e  c a l l  C h r i s t a l  a t 
Greystone 860-342-2509.

COLCHESTER WINE AND 
SPIRITS:  is looking for part 
time liquor store clerk. Stop 
in person to apply at store,  99 
Linwood Avenue, Colchester, 
CT . 

HELP WANTED- PAINTERS: 
Looking to hire painters for 
summer  and  pe rmanen t 
employment. Must have own 
transportation. Please call (860-
) 659-1921

HELP WANTED PART- TIME 
BARTENDER:  A posi t ion 
available at the St. Joseph 
Pol ish Club,  Colchester , 
CT.  Private club with public 
functions.  The hours will be 
nights and weekends and may 
include some afternoons.  Must 
be dependable with reliable 
transportation. Responsibilities 
are, but not limited to opening 
and closing the bar, serving 
drinks, restocking, and cleaning 
the facility after closing.  May 
have to lift up to 20 lbs.   TIPS 
certified. Please stop by to 
apply at 395 South Main Street, 
Colchester or call 860-537-
2550.

OFFICE FURNITURE FREE 
– U-shaped Cherry Desk and 
file cabinet. Pick up only. Call 
860-228-4909

FREE

BUYING ANTIQUES & OLD 
STUFF.  Costume jewelry, 
pottery, bottles, crocks, jugs, 
t oy s /games ,  g l asswa re , 
silver plated items, signs, 
typewriters, sewing machines, 
bar i tems, tools,  ster l ing 
coins, kitchenware, cookware, 
automotive, books, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, knives, 
hunt ing, f ishing, mi l i tary, 
Masonic, fire dept. and more. 
Donald Roy 860-874-8396.     

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm on May 8, 2023 at the East 
Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive and via Zoom meeting 
(see Town website for details) to consider the following:

ZBA-23-004: James Bansemer, 15 Tennyson Rd., Increase 
lot coverage from 20% to 39.3% for construction of a concrete 
driveway. Map 10A/ Block 81/ Lot 64
ZBA-23-005: James Marino, 65 West High St., Reduce side 
setback from 25’ to 10’ for construction of a new residential 
duplex and associated improvements. Map 19/ Block 46/ 
Lot 14

2TB 4/28, 5/5

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH WPCA COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough WPCA Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing May 11, 2023, at 7:00 PM at Town Hall located 
at 26 North Main Street: 
Benefit assessment- 29 South Main Street- $12,060.00
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and 
written testimony can be sent to the Building /Land Use Depart-
ment at Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.

2TB 4/28, 5/5

Town of Portland
Notice of Referendum
Monday May 8, 2023

Pursuant to Chapter 12, Section 1201, of the Charter of the 
Town of Portland and Chapter 90 and 152, of the General Stat-
utes of the State of Connecticut, as amended. Notice is hereby 
given to the electors and the citizens qualified to vote in Town 
Meetings of the Town of Portland that a Referendum will be held 
on May 8, 2023 between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. 
for the purpose of voting on the adoption of a budget for the 
Town of Portland.
“SHALL THE GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET AS 
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN AT ITS MEET-
ING OF APRIL 5, 2023, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024, 
AMOUNT BEING $38,280,900 BE ADOPTED?”

YES__________ NO__________
Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling place is:

Portland Middle School
93 High Street

Portland, Connecticut
Absentee ballots are available at the Town Clerk’s Office at 33 
East Main Street, Portland, Connecticut during business hours.
Absentee ballots will be counted at the polls. Optical Scan 
Voting Tabulators will be used. The polls will be opened at six 
o’clock in the morning (6 A.M.) and will remain open until eight 
o’clock in the evening (8 P.M.).
ATTEST: Michael V. Tierney
Town Clerk
Dated at Portland, Connecticut this 18th day of April, 2023.

2TB 4/28, 5/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

NOTICE OF SITE WALK
Notice is hereby given that the Inland Wetlands and Water-
courses Agency will hold a Site Walk at 5:00pm on May 9, 2023 
at 102 Quiet Woods Rd. The purpose of the site walk is to ex-
plain the proposed project and potential environmental impacts 
and discuss the data and studies to be provided in its upcoming 
application to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for 
a 10 megawatt exemption for the Quiet Woods Water Wheel 
Hydroelectric Project as it relates to the following application:  

IW:23-009: Scott Sanicki, 102 Quiet Woods Rd, Construct a 
6’x 6’x 3’ concrete base, install electrical lines, and conduct 
other activity in the Upland Review Area to support the instal-
lation of a residential water wheel installation. 
Chairman Joshua Wilson 1TB 5/5

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

At its Special Meeting of April 25, 2023 the Colchester Historic District 
Commission made the following decision:
Certificate of Appropriateness - COA 2023-001 – of the Town of 
Colchester Planning & Zoning Department for (1) maintenance of the 
gazebo on the Town Green; (2) removal of the existing utility closet, 
utility pole and light located southerly of the gazebo and installation of 
new electrical utility appurtenances. APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Dated May 1, 2023
Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair 1TB 5/5

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, May 18, 
2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 
Main Street, Portland, CT.  
Application #22-25: 16 Sand Hill Road. Proposed zone change 
from IP to B-2. Application of Michael Brown and property of 16 
Sand Hill Properties, LLC. Map 22, Lot 4. Zone IP.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard and 
written communications will be received. A copy of this applica-
tion is available for review in the Portland Land Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 2nd day of May 2023
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 5/5, 5/12

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

IWWA ACTIONS
Notice is hereby given that the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Agency held a Regular Meeting at 6:30 p.m. on April 26, 2023 at the 
East Hampton Town Hall and via ZOOM to consider the following: 

 IW-23-005: Michal Bakaj, 37 South Main, 22 Lot Residential 
Open Space Subdivision, which includes 8 proposed building lots 
within the Upland Review Area. Map 20/ Block 51/ Lot 27 – Ap-
proved with conditions.
Chairman Joshua Wilson 1TB 5/5

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Appication

This is to give notice that, I,
DENIS KANDIC

191 MCCLINTOCK ST
NEW BRITAIN, CT 06053

Have filed an application placarded 05/08/2023 with the
Department of Consumer Protection

for a RESTAURANT LIQUOR PERMIT
for the sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises at:

9 ROSE HILL RD
PORTLAND, CT 06480-1247

The business will be owned by:
AC & DK LLC

Entertainment will consist of:Acoustics (not amplified), Disc 
Jockeys, Live Bands, Karaoke

Objections must be filed by: 06-19-2023
DENIS KANDIC 2TB 5/5, 5/12

STUMP
GRINDING
always with
CLEANUP
Topsoil
& Seed

Available 
860.573.3131
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Glastonbury
John Joseph Vullo

John Joseph Vullo, 91, of 
Glastonbury, passed away 
peacefully at his home on 
Wednesday, April 19. Born 
on June 19, 1931, in New 
Britain to Sam and Sarah 
Vullo. 

John lived in Glaston-
bury for over 70 years 
and was a graduate of 
Glastonbury High School 
class of 1950. He married 
his high school sweetheart Joyce Ann Wilson 
and together they raised five children in a home 
they built with the help of family and friends. 
He began his lifelong career in the paving indus-
try with Monaco Paving. 

John worked his way up to Paving Foreman 
before cofounding New England Blacktop Inc. 
in 1973. He maintained the title of President 
until his passing. Always striving for excellence, 
he pushed his crew to always do their best, for 
which he was so very proud. 

John was predeceased by his wife, Joyce Wil-
son Vullo; sister, Carol Pehr; daughter-in-law, 
Joanne Vullo; son-in-law, Stephen Davis; and 
longtime friend, Ed Kowsz. 

He is survived by his five children, Jeff Vullo 
(Carol), Judith Vullo, Jayne Meserlian, Jeryl Da-
vis and John Vullo (Jill Stevens). John cherished 
his nine grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren 
and four wonderful nieces, to which he also 
leaves behind.

 Together, John and Joyce also founded Sev-
en J’s Horse Farm in Glastonbury. The couple 
frequented Equestrian events alongside their 
daughters and granddaughters, all across New 
England. John was President of the Connecticut 
Hunter and Jumper Association for three years, 
as well as a lifelong member of the Glastonbury 
Elks Lodge. In the 1970s, John and Joyce began 
vacationing each winter in the Florida Keys. 
They enjoyed camping with the many lifelong 
friends they met along the way. 

The family would like to thank Daria (Dee) 
Simpson for her devoted care of John and Joyce 
for the past seven years. 

Because John was often seen with at least one 
Jack Russell terrier in his lap, in lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to the Pro-
tectors of Animals, 144 Main St. Unit O, East 
Hartford, CT 06118. 

A celebration of life will take place at Seven 
J’s Farm, 24 Candlewood Rd., Saturday, May 20, 
at 4 p.m.

Portland for 54 years. Skip served in the United 
States Navy for five years, aboard the USS Hart-
ley 1029. Upon discharge, he worked at North-
east Utilities for 30 years. He was an animal 
control officer/constable for the town of East 
Hampton for many years.

Upon retirement from Northeast Utilities, he 
worked for the Fund for Animals, the Humane 
Society of the United States and DEEP. He was 
a wildlife rehabilitator and beaver specialist. He 
gave countless volunteer hours towards wildlife 
conservation. In March 2023 he was awarded 
a lifetime achievement award recognizing his 
dedication and commitment to protecting Con-
necticut’s wildlife especially for his work rescu-
ing beavers and installing beaver bafflers.

Honoring Skip’s wishes, there will be no fu-
neral. 

Donations in Skip’s memory can be made to 
Connecticut Wildlife Rehabilitation Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 3643 Amity Station, 1449 Whal-
ley Ave., Woodbridge, CT 06515.
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Now AvAilAble

Our last new detached home at the prestigious 
active adult Beckley Farms Condominiums, 
Berlin CT  -An Essex Model Ranch home, 2 
bedroom, 2 full baths, spacious great room, 
mudroom and an extra large garage,  1390 Sq 
feet. Offered at $384,900.  

Phase 5 starting this Spring, 57 Townhouse 
units, call for details.

Mark Kehrhahn
CENTRURY 21 AllPoints Realty

860-638-9485
117 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489
markk.realestate@gmail.com

CIT3-23-23

Freelance 
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance writers 
to report on local government, meetings 
and community events in the towns we 
serve - Cromwell, Newington, Rocky Hill 

and Wethersfield.

Must be able to report news clearly and 
meet important weekly deadlines.

Please send cover letter, resume and any 
writing clips or samples to:  

greg@rarereminder.com
03
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EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS VACATION

RENTAL

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE5-5-23

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Your beliefs don’t make
you a better person…
your behavior does.

FOR RENT:  AMSTON LAKE 
SEASONAL COTTAGE:  Fully 
Furnished. 2 bedrooms, air/
heat, screened porch, washer/
dryer, lake view. Avail weekly 
$950 plus security and cleaning 
or monthly rates calculated 
based on length of stay. 
Available as of April 16th. 113 
Deepwood Drive Lebanon. 
Contact Rita 860-207-7680

CHARLESTOWN BEACH, 
RI - All the amenities of home. 
Large screen porch, outside 
deck with gas grill, cable TV/
Wifi, very private, large lot, 
5-min. to beach, sleeps 6. 
Renovated bathroom. 860-
306-3850, Leave Message. 
Dogs allowed.   

Certified Nurses Aide 
(CNA) Assisted Living

Not your average CNA position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun, and 
dedicated FT 2nd & 3rd shift and PT 1st shift weekends 
only CNA to join our team. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114
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Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) Assisted Living

Not your average LPN position available at Colebrook 
Village. We are looking for a family oriented, fun and 
dedicated LPN to join our team. Every other weekend 7am-
3pm and per diem shifts available. Colebrook Village is a 
community of independent, assisted living, and memory 
care residents. It is a privilege to serve our residents and to 
work alongside our amazing staff. If you are looking for a 
change and want to be appreciated for the important work 
you do, reach out for details about this unique health care 
opportunity! 401k, Dental, Life Medical, Vision

Email Maryla Underwood at MUnderwood@
colebrookvillage.com or call 860-801-1114
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Full Time Maintenance Mechanic/Counter 
Assistance Help Wanted For Rental Business
Job will include maintenance on multiple types of equipment, 

including small lawn and garden equipment, chippers, 
skidsteers, sharpening hedge trimmers and other tools,

& helping assist with phones and customers at the counter. 
Applicant must have own tools, be able to operate multiple 

types of equipment, have a valid driver’s license, and work well 
with customers, and other employees. Will train as needed 
on different types of equipment, but a general mechanical 

knowledge is a must! Pay rate based on experience.

Call 860-537-4256 and speak
with Tony or Jason
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Accounts Receivable 
Specialist

Payment Posting
Physical Therapy Office in Colchester

Part-time, Flexible Hours,
Flexible Schedule

in Colchester Office
Submit Cover Letter and Resume to: 

admin@pptsm.com
– NO PHONE CALLS OR DROP INS – 

R
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PATIENT CARE 
COORDINATOR

Physical Therapy Office in Hebron
Full time, full benefits / PTO

Customer Service Background
Detail Oriented

1-2 Evenings Per Week
Submit Cover Letter and Resume to: 

admin@pptsm.com
– NO PHONE CALLS OR DROP INS – 

C
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NOW HIRING COOKS
$17-$22/HOUR

BASED ON EXPERIENCE

Apply online at:
www.foxhopyard.com/join-the-team 

Or in person at:
1 Hopyard Road, East Haddam, CT

PT/FT Negotiable,
with an excellent 
benefits package 
for FT employees.

Town of Marlborough
Full-Time Maintainer -

Department of Public Works
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for the 
position of full-time Maintainer in the Department of Public 
Works. This is a 40 hour/week position, Monday through 
Friday from 7:00am to 3:30 pm., and offers a competitive 
starting wage and comprehensive benefit package. This is a 
Collective Bargaining Unit position.    
The successful candidate will work under the supervision and 
direction of the Public Works Supervisor performing a wide 
range of facility, grounds and road maintenance duties.  A 
complete job description and application is available from the 
Marlborough Town Clerk, or online at www.marlboroughct.net.  
Candidates will be considered based on knowledge, skills, 
abilities and previous experience.  Candidates will be required 
to pass a thorough background investigation and physical 
exam, including a drug screening.  An application and current 
resume must be received by the Marlborough Town Clerk, 
26 North Main Street, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447 
deadline Friday, May 19, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.
The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 5/5, 5/12

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BOARD CLERK  

 
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part time 
Board Clerks for approximately 3 to 6 hours per month. This posi-
tion is responsible for transcribing minutes and motions for boards 
and commissions. The position requires attendance at meetings on 
weeknight evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills 
and be proficient in word processing on a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board Clerk 
job description are available in the Town Clerk’s office, online at 
marlboroughct.net or by calling 860-295-6206.  Completed applica-
tions are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 29, 26 North 
Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447.
Open until filled.
We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, 
creed, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age, marital or 
veteran status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected 
status. 2TB 5/5, 5/12

TOWN OF HEBRON
FIREFIGHTER/EMT/MAINTAINER

The Town of Hebron is seeking candidates for a full-time 
position of Fire Department Firefighter/EMT/Maintainer.  The 
individual prepares for, responds to and performs required 
functions at emergency fire, ambulance, rescue and service 
calls and performs such other fire service duties as defined 
in the General Statutes as a Firefighter/EMT.  The individual 
performs general maintenance work and upkeep of the fire 
department buildings, grounds, vehicles, equipment and 
alarm systems, including appropriate record keeping.  The 
applicant must have the following to apply for this position:  
State of Connecticut Firefighter II certification; current valid 
EMT certification; a valid CT Driver license with a Q Endorse-
ment or  CT CDL B; and a current CPAT Card (or ability to 
obtain within one (1) year).  Starting rate $26.64 plus benefits.  
Please send resume with a Town of Hebron application, 
copies of certifications, Connecticut Driver license, current 
EMT and CPAT Cards to the attention of Andrew J. Tierney, 
Town Manager, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, 
CT 06248 by Friday, May 26, 2023.  For further information 
please visit www.hebronct.com   The Town of Hebron is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

1TB 5/5

PART-TIME TAX CLERK
The Town of Marlborough is seeking applicants for the following 
position: 
Part-Time Tax Clerk - position provides clerical and office admin-
istrative assistance to the Tax Collector in preparation of bills and 
the collection and crediting of taxes and related billings.  Excellent 
computer and interpersonal skills required. General expectation is 
up to 24 hours per week. Starting wage $19.00-22.00/hour based 
on experience.
Please submit a letter of interest and completed application to the:
Town Clerk
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT  06447
Employment Application and Job Description available online at 
www.marlboroughct.net or from the Town Clerk’s office, (860)295-
6206.  The Town of Marlborough is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2TB 5/5, 5/12
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Schedule Your Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to think about your yard’s mulching needs

and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Design & Installation
Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation • Seasonal Cleanup
Dethatching • Plug Aeration • Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLuS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

Senior 

Citizen 

DiSCount

Lawn Installation/Repair
Mini Excavator Service

Drainage

Tick/Mosquito Control
Excavation

Brush Removal 
including roots

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

— SERVICES WE OFFER — 
Exterior Property Maintenance

Hardscape/Landscape Design & Install
Fountainscape Design & Install

Mulch & Topsoil Sales & Delivery

CALL (860) 531-2820

C
IT
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L&L Landscaping
QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES
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Call Chris
860-644-2595

Spring Clean-ups
Dethatching/Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning • Brush Clearing • Mulch
Stones • Sidewalk Edging • Patios
Paver Walkways • Retaining Walls

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Complete Bucket Truck Services

• Yard Expansions
• Crane Services

Serving Our Customers For Over 20 Years

RE7-1-22

RiveR valley TRee expeRTs
860-508-6123

www.RiverValleyTreeExpert.com
Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

ALL TYPES – Commercial & Residential

FREE 
ESTIMATES

CIT2-23-23

860-895-8879
Your Friend in the Fertilization Business

FREE ESTIMATES

Granular Fertilization
Weed / Insect Control

Grub Control

Tick Control
Aerating / Seeding

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

PRZEKOPSKI
Sand & GRavEl

For Pick-up or Delivery Call

860-267-2194
Pine Brook Road, Colchester

Septic Sand • Screened Sand
Stone • Gravel • Fill
Screened Top Soil R

E3
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RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Discounted Spring Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%Group & Referral Discounts 10%
• Hazardous Tree Removal
 – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service – We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)
• Firewood For Sale• Firewood For Sale
Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

C
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing & Clean Ups
• Lawn Installation & Repair
• Planting & Mulching
• Drainage & Excavation
• Tree Removal & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs & Debris Removal

LOUIE’S TREE SERVICE LLC
 Owner Operated  • CT Lic. Arborist S-4475

Free Estimates •  Fully Insured
Fully Equipped & Skilled

in all phases of tree work!
Call us now and 

get the best price ever! 

860-303-6507

Senior citizen & military diScount R
E6

-5
-2

0LocaL Firewood For SaLe!

109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Top Soil $35/yard
Compost $45/yard
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— DELIVERY AVAILABLE —

Mulch $48/yard
Brown, Black & Red

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3
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20
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc
Light Land Clearing, Grading, Excavation, 
Gravel Driveways, Shed Pads, Foundation 

Plantings, Garden Restorations, New Lawns, 

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Mulching, Trimming, etc. Licensed & Insured

— SINCE 2004 —

M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R - 
UCONN/CT State Certified. 
Professional Gardening Care, 
Diagnosing Problems, Skilled 
Pruning/Trimming, Planting, 
Design, Mulching, Edging, Lawn 
Mowing. 30 Years Experience. 
Call Thomas #860-267-7515

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Professional, competitive 
rates. Call Thomas #860-267-
7515

TOTAL LAWN CARE - Mowing, 
cleanups, planting, mulching, 
thatching aeration, dump runs 
/ junk removal and handyman 
services. Vet and Senior 
discounts. Call 860-342-2204 
or 860-638-8812

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every 
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher 
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors 
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account 
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, 
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes 
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or 
persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or 
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and 
propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will 
take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.



Page 36	 NEWS BULLETIN • May 5, 2023

SCHADTLE’S
Outdoor Services llc

schadtlesoutdoorservices@gmail.com

R
E9

-1
6-

22

Licensed & Insured 
HIC.0665962860-550-0919

• Tree Work & Stump Removal or Grinding 
• Driveway Installation,
 Repairs & Expansion
• Patios, Sidewalks
• Fencing, Drainage & Retaining Walls
• Excavation & Concrete Work 
• Dump Truck Services, Equipment Moving
• Fill, Topsoil, Process, Stone & Mulch

Discounts
for veterans,

1st responders & 
senior citizens!

R
E3

-1
9-

21

DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery & Installation
Hydroseeding & All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Short on time? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

TREE & LANDSCAPING Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203
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Wayne’s
tree service, llc

Colchester, CT

860-883-3234 860-996-2729

FULLY 
INSURED

FREE
EStImatES

RE3-11-22waynestreeservicellc@comcast.net

For commercial work, call Wayne at: For residential work, call Ken at:
C & C Lawncare – East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL
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We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
Licensed Arborist on Staff

We 
Climb

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R
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860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

HOME IMPROVEMENT
S T A R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING - Call today 
for a free estimate on all 
your Interior and Exterior 
needs .  Roo f i ng ,  decks , 
s h e d s ,  w i n d o w s / d o o r s , 
gutters, landscape services, 
porches, pat ios, f raming, 
carpentry, siding, kitchens/
baths, basements, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & vinyl), 
painting/staining, insulation, 
t r im, etc.  Local ly owned. 
Licensed/Insured. James 860-
573-3597. 

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT and 
ceramic, all flooring. Finish 
c a r p e n t r y  a n d  d e c k s . 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
FLOORING, LLC. Local ly 
o w n e d / o p e r a t e  i n f o @
brothershomeimprovementct	
 www.BrothersHomeImprovmentC. 
860-432-5716, 860-882-7672.

HANDYMAN SERVICES- All 
types of interior and exterior 
home repairs. From drywall to 
plumbing, painting to tile. Have 
a repair issue we are here 
to Help. Old fashion service. 
Licensed and insured. Free 
estimates. Call Dan @ 860-
917-3154

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS 
Handyman, painting, rotted 
wood. Junk and debris removal. 
Excavator, dump truck, septic. 
Fully licensed and insured. Ben 
Egri 860-712-6257 

FROM ADDITIONS, DECKS, 
ROOFS & DOORS to finished 
basements, siding & floors. 
Licensed/Insured. Give us a 
call for a free estimate. Starr 
Bui lders, LLC See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-267-
1496.

D&A TILE: Free Estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All types 
of tile work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 years 
experience. Call 860-508-0893.

ADVANCED PRO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT: “ One call 
does it all!” No job too small! 
Additions, sun rooms. Kitchens, 
bathrooms. Windows, roofing. 
Vinyl siding, trim. Garages, 
decks. Basements, flooring. 
Dry wall & taping. Interior 
painting, popcorn ceilings. 
Clean up daily. Quality work. 
Lic. #578351. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Over 20 yrs. 
experience. 860-798-4275. 
www.advancedprosite.com

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

ACF 
Stump 

Grinding

R
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22Call For A Free Estimate!
860-918-5856

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Mulch Installation & Plantings

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

C
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Complete
Exterior/Interior
Houses and Trim

Deck Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License#0667603

Specializing in Residential &
Commercial Roofing for over 20 years

– No Salesman
– Owner Does The Roofing
– Free Competitive Estimates

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

LLC

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410

R
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-467-5564 Marc Viccaro 

 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

C
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

For All
Your Home 
Repairs & 

Improvements

860-759-9628
www.ErichsHandymanService.com
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— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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Call for our Spring Specials
Houses • Decks

Paver Patios & more!

ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CALL US!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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kimsadlon@cox.net

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Interior/Exterior Painting
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

Free Estimates, Insured
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760  Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT
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0

License #HIC 0656593
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860-657-4810
Scalia & Associates, llc

30 Years in Glastonbury
License 0608296 & Insured

Home Remodeling
Update Your

Kitchen & Bath!
– All Building & Repair Services –

CIT3-23-23

Save 
Now!

30% OFF 
Complete Jobs

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2
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23Call Today!

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081
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SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
R

E2
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
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20Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Fully Transferable Limited Lifetime Guarantee!
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

sm
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Commercial & Residential 
Excavation,
Tree Removal, 

Driveway Repairs 
and more

860-912-8817
— MARLBOROUGH, CT —

One Call Does It All!
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Licensed and Insured

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —
Over 20 years experience
making homes beautiful!

Swanson
Drywall and Painting

Michael Swanson, owner

Call: 219-575-0370
swansonpainting0916@gmail.com
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A Design/Build Co.
Practicing the Art of Building Since 1995

New Construction, Additions, Garages
Decks, Kitchens & Baths Remodeling

Replacement Windows
(860) 342-1010 C
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ELECTRIC
◘	Generator	Panels
	 Installed
◘	Service	Upgrades
◘	Ceiling	Fans
◘	Whole	House
	 Generators

860-543-3675
Fully Licensed & Insured • CT E1-194089

ARTHUR
llc

◘	Central	Air	Wiring
◘	Troubleshooting
	 &	Repairs
◘	Interior	&	Exterior
	 Lighting

CIT4-13-23

0635952

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Heating, Air Conditioning,
Hot Water & Ductless Splits

Energy Efficient Heat Pumps

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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23860.888-2090
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

860-378-9843 Obispo
860-477-7432 Alfonso

Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling,
Walkways, Pavers, Stonework, 

Painting, Decks, Fireplaces, Fire Pit
Free estimates • Licensed & insured R

E3
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2-
21

33 Cooper St., 
Manchester, CT 

06040

D U M P  R U N S / L I G H T 
H A U L I N G :  S a m e  d a y 
appo in tmen ts  ava i l ab le , 
cleanouts, basements, garages, 
even the junk in the backyard. 
We can take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-295-
9692 or 860-916-9577.

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: 
Al l  i t ems  removed  a t  a 
reasonable rate.  Cal l  for 
estimate. We also remove 
sheds and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48 hrs. Cleaning 
Service 860-922-4621

F L O O R  S A N D I N G  A N D 
R E F I N I S H I N G :  C u s t o m 
staining and finishing. Repairing 
and laying of all wood floors. 
Free Estimates. James Gorman 
860-647-9261

HEDGE TRIMMING / SHRUB 
PRUNNING - Odd jobs, dump 
runs. No job too small. Fully 
insured. K.F.P. Services Call 
Kevin 860-342-0414 or 860-
989-6858. 

HANDYLADY Need help?? 
Organ iz ing ,  summer / fa l l 
cleaning, moving/packing/
setting up new home, prepping 
for sale of home, selecting 
furniture, getting rid of furniture, 
decorating, painting colors, 
setting up holiday decorations, 
party planning...the list goes on!  
Call Pat @ 860-657-5745

L A W N  M O W I N G  A N D 
DRIVEWAY SEALING: Great 
Rates & Service. Fully Insured. 
Text or Call 860-305-1823

GUTTER CLEANING, No 
mess - hand cleaned, rinsed, 
check drainage. Cleaning 
i n c l u d e d  w i t h  o p t i o n a l , 
reasonab ly  p r iced  LEAF 
STOP-R GUARDS. Clogged 
gutters = water damage. Free 
estimates. Insured, Reg # 
HIC.0651707 Call/Text Marc 
anytime 860-498-2524

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty Chimneys can 
burn! Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures peace 
of mind. Dust-free professional 
cleaning. Fully Insured. Call 
Dave, 860-267-8422

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, Caps, Dampers, 
Flashing, Furnace Liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch - just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experience 
as the owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033

D U M P  R U N S / L I G H T 
H A U L I N G :  S a m e  d a y 
appo in tmen ts  ava i l ab le , 
cleanouts, basements, garages, 
even the junk in the backyard. 
We can take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-295-
9692 or 860-916-9577.
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Out with the old! In with the new!

Located at 14 Alcap Ridge 
in Cromwell, CT 06416

IF YOU CALL BEFORE May 31st

Get the best 
deal EVER!

- Mark LaVoie 

(AWS President)

60% OFF
INSTALLATION

860-967-3694

Connecticut Registration #0556507 Massachusetts Registration #176974 Licensed and fully Insured. Offer Valid 05/1/23-05/31/23
*This ad supersedes all others. *Some restrictions may apply. *For qualified buyers and if paid in full.

Scan QR Code For Free Estimate!
or visit us at awsrivereastnewsbulletin.com

NEW SHOWER & BATH!

NEW SHOWER 
& BATH!

Scan QR Code For Free Estimate!
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SERVICES

Excavation Land Clearing Drainage 
Concrete Retaining Walls Waterlines 

Foundation Prep Septic Install
Screened Topsoil

C
IT

3-
30

-2
3

Licensed 
& Insured

P7
License

860-335-0247
PromisedLandEarthworks.com

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote!

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961
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$49RATES AS 
LOW AS

AFFORDABLE
CLEANING

All Products Included
We also include sanitizing, 
do groceries & run errands

LICENSED

CALL OR 
TEXT 860-849-2768

CARPET CLEANING- Have 
your carpets deep dry cleaned. 
Eliminate problems associated 
with water (mold, mildew). 
Best method available for 
removal of pet stains, etc. 
Removes allergens. Immediate 
use. Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Experienced, 
references, insured. William 
Agostinelli, 860-704-8486.

POLISH/ENGLISH SPEAKING 
MAID CAN CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE WITH CARE. Third 
cleaning 30% off. Insured, 
bonded,  f ree  es t imates , 
re fe rences .  Sa t i s fac t ion 
guaranteed. Call Kasha 860-
268-2301.

HOUSE CLEANING: Need 
some help to get your home 
clean? I’d be happy to help. I 
have 10+ years of experience, 
I  o f fe r  re l i ab le  se rv i ce , 
reasonable rates and I do an 
amazing job.  References upon 
request. Please call or text 
for free estimates. ARIANE’S 
CLEANING, 860-331-5309
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome



Page 40	 NEWS BULLETIN • May 5, 2023

There has never been a better time to consider a 
Mitsubishi Heating and Cooling System!

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  
Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

04
23

cm

Call Now and schedule a Free In-Home Consultation 
or visit our Showroom in Portland CT for more info!

•	 Rebates	up	to	$6500.00
•	 Tax	Credit	of	$2000.00
•	 0%	No	Money	Down	18-month	Financing	on	Mitsubishi	

Ductless	Heat	Pumps
•	 Visa	Gift	Card	Rebate	up	to	$500.00	on	Mitsubishi	Ductless	

(System	purchase	by	5/15/23,	installed	by	5/31/32.	Absolute	
Air	Exclusive	Offer)
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FOR SALE
TAG SALESF O R  S A L E :  A W A R D 

WINNING 1930s UPRIGHT 
SCHONINGER ANTIQUE 
PIANO w/ animal carved legs. 
Best offer and transportation 
from premises. Call 860-659-
8082.

END ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT. 
Great for art projects, wrapping 
and packing, table coverings 
for public dinners, etc. The 
Glastonbury Ci t izen 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak Street) 
860-633-4691.

FOR SALE: 4 wheel mobility 
(Go Go) Scooter with carrying 
rack. In good shape, needs 
seat covers. Asking $550. Call 
Ike 860-604-2742.

FOR SALE: Older King Size 
maple headboard great shape 
$50. 4 Gun Oak Locking wall 
mount gun rack w/ drawer $100.
860-295-9974

SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
LOOSE pennies, nickles, 
dimes and quarters, etc. for 
Cash paid on the spot. Free 
pick up and removal. Call or 
text 860- 836-5013 for more 
information.

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE: Full hand cut cords. Cut, 
split and delivered. $260 a cord. 
Call 860-608-1919

FOR SALE: 1988 21ft Sea 
Ray Cabin Cruiser with trailer. 
$5000. Dave 860-759-8209 
please call after 5pm for pics 
and additional info.
TAG SALE: FRI & SAT MAY 
12th & 13th. 8:00-2:30. 157 
Ames Hollow Road, Portland. 
16 bedspreads,  26 book 
cases, 57 vintage bottles, 
100+ jewelries, 20 lamps, 72 
puzzles, 100+ toys, 45 vintage 
wood hangers, MORE GOOD 
STUFF!

TAG SALE: Furniture! Decor! 
And so much more! Come to 
a Multi-family TAG SALE 5/6, 
8am-2pm, 10 Orchard Farms 
Road, Colchester!

TAG SALE: May 7th 12-4. 
Fishing equipment, lures, rods, 
reels. Hitches, tools, ladders, 
and boat stuff. 2 inch hitch-haul.  
408 Main St, Newington, CT.

TAG SALE: Sat. May 6th from 
9am - 1pm. 104 Flood Road, 
Marlborough. Household items, 
rugs, furniture, glassware, cat 
trees and large selection of 
goods.

TAG SALE: Sat May 6 from 8-1. 
16 Eastham Bridge Road, East 
Hampton. Country furniture, 
country decor, Christmas decor, 
lots of clothing, household 
items.

ESTATE/TAG SALE:  148 
Rutledge Rd Wethersfield, 
CT. May 6th 9-2 ( Please no 
early birds) items featured: 
Household appliances, dishes, 
cook ing  i t ems  bed room 
furniture, couches, chairs, 
outdoor furniture, tools, etc. 

M U L T I - F A M I L Y 
NEIGHBORHOOD TAG SALE
Sat 5/6 (Rain date 5/13)  9 
am - 2 pm. Knollwood Drive in 
Glastonbury Near Hebron Ave 
and Manchester Rd 

TAG SALE: Saturday May 6th 
8am-1pm. St. Columba Church 
in Columbia, CT. Route 66 & 
87 junction. 

Neighborhood Tag Sale – 
Farmcliffe Neighborhood in 
Glastonbury. Saturday, May 
6, 8am-1pm; rain or shine. 
Look for signs, Ashley Court, 
Farmcliffe Drive, Old Woode 
Road ,  S tonepos t  Road . 
Something for everyone!

MOVING SALE: a bargain 
hunter’s dream! Large variety of 
household items, holiday decor, 
tools, books, children’s items. 
Sat 5/6 & Sun 5/7, 8-1. 320 
Eastbury Hill Rd, Glastonbury. 

ANNUAL TAG SALE AND 
THRIFT SHOP, Sat., May 
6, 9 am-noon, Marlborough 
Congregational Church, 35 
South Main St.  Household, 
seasonal, clothing, collectibles, 
linens, furniture, toys, games, 
antiques, vintage, electronics, 
bake sale, and much more! 

TAG SALE: May 6th & 7th. 8 -5. 
10 Whittier Road East Hampton, 
CT. Paddle Boat, Household 
Items and tools.

TAG SALE: Saturday May 
6th-Sunday May 7th. 9-3pm. 
46 Garden Street, Wethersfield. 
Good mix of different stuff and 
some of the same!

THREE LOCAL OFFICES...
131 New London Tpk. #215, Glastonbury 

392 South Main St. #2, Colchester
40 West High St., East Hampton

 

BUY OR SELL WITH ME USE MY TRUCK FOR FREE!
Carl Guild, Broker/Owner 

carlguild@gmail.com 
(860) 813-2275

Jay Gigliotti
860-235-3570

Brian Hamel
860-878-2667

Jason Avanecean 
508-612-7885

 

Elisha Milton
860-655-2743

Kristie Benjamin 
860-918-0165

Kara Pedersen
860-575-5904

Danielle Casey
860-202-6203

Kristina Segura
860-639-1681

Hilary Culver
860-310-9715

Jamie Smigel
860-759-9310

Candy Webb
860-377-7510

Laurie DeGross
203-312-6051

Faith Farina
860-373-6993

Sharon Fox
860-805-6917

PLUS 72 MOREAGENTS!Visit our website for afull list!carlguild.com

jgigliott.cga@gmail.com seguractrealtor@gmail.com

hilaryculver@gmail.com lauriedegross@gmail.comjasonavaneceanrealtor@gmail.com

hamelrealestatect@gmail.comelishakissingermilton@gmail.com

kristiebrealestate@gmail.com

karapedersenct@gmail.com

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com

jamiesmigel.ct@gmail.com candywebbrealtor@gmail.com

faithfarina1@gmail.com sharonfoxrealtor1@gmail.com
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Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to nancy@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin


