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Pipes in Pasadena... In California, the New Year is celebrated with
the annual Tournament of Roses Parade. This year, Coreyanne Armstrong (third
from left), a full-time bagpiper from Portland, made the trip and performed with
Pipes on Parade, dressed in full Scottish regalia. See story on page 15.
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Budget Freeze
Enacted in Colchester

By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester First Selectman Bernie Dennler
IIT announced last week he was implementing
a soft budget freeze due to “concerning” spend-
ing trends and accounting issues in the town
finance department.

During a joint meeting of the boards of select-
men and finance on Jan. 4, Dennler informed
officials that upon taking office in November,
he discovered potential spending issues nearly
halfway through the 2023-24 fiscal year, and
problems with the town’s “overall accounting”

As a result of the freeze — which Dennler
proposed during the meeting before officially
announcing the decision in a Facebook post
afterwards — all town purchases must be ap-
proved by the first selectman and nonessential
spending will likely be limited.

This week, Dennler told the Rivereast that the
town was “assessing where things stand” and
evaluating how long the spending freeze would
ultimately last. However, he didn’t dismiss the
possibility that the situation may escalate mov-
ing forward and that more aggressive action or
a hard budget freeze may be necessary in the
weeks and months ahead.

“The Board of Selectmen and Board of Fi-
nance members all share the goal of resolving
this,” Dennler said. “We need to get this cor-
rected”

The spending freeze comes as the finance de-
partment faces serious pressure to complete the
2022-23 financial audit report on time; failure
to do so may result in state oversight, according
to a warning issued by the Office of Policy and
Management.

That endeavor — at least in the immediate
future — will be handled without the town’s
finance director, Mary Williamson, who was

A Snowplow Ride-Along in Andover

By Michael Sinkewicz

“We’re riding in truck number 7, giving you
a live view of plowing in the town of Andover”

Andover selectman Paula King showed off
her social media skills this weekend during
Connecticut’s first major snowstorm of the year,
offering residents a unique perspective on what
goes into maintaining the community’s roads
during the winter season.

For over an hour and a half, King was broad-
casting live on Andover’s Facebook page, pro-
viding a play-by-play commentary and relay-
ing residents’ questions to Zach Zito, a Public
Works crew member, as he progressed through
his truck route.

The journey was both informative and fun,
with King and Zito seemingly auditioning for
their own talk show.

Snacks, Zito asserted, are always appreciated,

especially sweets.

“Nobody wants to plow and eat kale,” he said.
“People want to plow snow and eat brownies.”

According to the National Weather Service,
Andover recorded just over five inches of snow
during the weekend storm - or “not enough,” if
you ask Zito.

He was one of four drivers trekking through
roughly 30 miles of local streets — they don’t
plow state roads — and at the time of filming,
largely running on many, many cups of coffee.

“I've had enough to kill a horse,” he joked.

It's understandable, considering that Zito and
the entire crew were called into action Saturday
night at 7 p.m. to begin prepping the roads —
the livestream took place at around 11 a.m. the
next morning. By then, Zito had only taken a
brief nap.

King put on a similar production two years
ago with Zito, but was unable to do so last sea-
son mainly due to a lack of snow.

“I said, ‘Let me get out there and show the
why and how,” King explained.

Often, residents ask local officials why it takes
so long for their street to be plowed, or how long
it takes a truck to circle back to their road as the
storm lingers on — all fair questions.

On a good day, Zito can probably drive his
truck at 20 mph through the snow, but it’s often
closer to 15 mph. He has to complete his 12-
mile route both ways, and do the outsides of the
road too — wider streets take even more effort
to clear. So it takes at least a few hours to finish
one cycle, and likely closer to four or five hours.

Residents participating in the livestream ap-

See Snowplow Ride-Along, page 22

placed on paid administrative leave at the end
of December.

At a separate Board of Selectmen (BOS)
meeting last week, officials created a new po-
sition of deputy director of town finance. Mi-
chelle Marceau, an accountant for Colchester
Public Schools, was appointed this week and
will subsequently take over as acting director of
finance as well.

A story about Williamson being placed on
leave appears this week on page 21.

Officials are rapidly approaching the budget
season for the 2024-2025 fiscal year, an under-
taking further complicated by the turmoil in the
finance department.

“We have balls to juggle and we're going to
keep juggling them,” Dennler said.

Inaccurate Reports

Maggie Cosgrove, Colchester’s former long-
time chief financial officer who is currently
serving as the town’s finance advisor, told Denn-
ler in an email that MUNIS reports — which
officials review to track monthly town expendi-
tures — appeared inaccurate.

Certain accounts “did not make sense” and
there were “numerous transactions that need to
be corrected between accounts.”

Identifying and resolving those issues, Cos-
grove wrote, would take a significant amount of
time and effort. Until then, the reports shouldn’t
be relied upon to make decisions.

In his Facebook post, Dennler said that at last
week’s joint meeting town department heads
“highlighted serious discrepancies between
their internal tracking of spending and the MU-
NIS reports” Expenses, he said, “appear to be
double-booked or need to be reclassified to the

See Budget Freeze, page 22
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LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

The Chatham Health District has announced
the launch of several new customer-focused
information technology systems, including a
newly redesigned website, an online application
system, and a digital inspection platform.

The Chatham Health District serves as the
municipal health department for Colchester,
East Haddam, East Hampton, Hebron, Marl-
borough and Portland.

Paid for through generous National En-
vironmental Health Association and United
States Food and Drug Administration Flexible
Funding Model grants, the application system
and inspection platform (both part of a suite
of regulatory public health solutions offered

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

Hebron Insurance
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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ROl 47 Tartia Rd

el East Hampton
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* PASTA -
* VEGETABLES *
* MAPLE SYRUP +
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* MILK & YOGURT
* HONEY

Shop online from local sustainable farms and food artisans
Sundays through Thursdays by 9 pm
Pick up in-person at HydroCat Microgreens
Saturdays 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Shop online at https://bit.ly/healthyeasthampton
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Chatham Health Launches
New Website, Online Applications

by HS GovTech) will enable the public to apply
for permits online, look up recent restaurant,
cosmetology, pool, daycare, and campground
inspection reports, and submit various com-
plaints that the district investigates (housing,
nuisances, restaurants) more conveniently from
their home or place of business.

“The online application and inspection sys-
tems will go a long way to providing the con-
venience, flexibility and transparency our
residents ask for,” said Andrew Tierney, chair-
man of the Chatham Health District Board of
Health. “And as a board member, I'm always
pleased when the district can leverage federal
grant funds to deliver major operational en-
hancements like this”

The website improvements, paid for through
an Epidemiology and Laboratory Capac-
ity grant from the Connecticut Department of
Public Health, include health alerts, data dash-
boards covering a variety of topics, information
about services, and an interactive calendar of
programs and events the Chatham Health Dis-
trict delivers.

“We are really excited to be able to modern-
ize our public-facing information systems,” said
Russell Melmed, Director of Health. “We have a
responsibility to assess the health of our popula-
tion; to investigate and address health problems;
to enforce regulations; to communicate with the
public; and to do it all as transparently and effi-
ciently as possible. Redesigning our website, de-
veloping data dashboards, and launching a digi-
tal application and inspection system will allow
us to fulfill that responsibility more effectively”

To access the new website and explore the
data dashboards, go to www.chathamhealth.
org. To access the application and complaint
submission system, first create an account by
going to www.myhealthdepartment.com/chd.
To look up recent inspections conducted by
CHD, go to inspections.myhealthdepartment.
com/chd.

Temps are dropping but

Real Estate is HOT! ¢

Call Margaret to Sell your home!
860-916-351

WILLIAM RAVEIS
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By Josh Howard

Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week
for Jan. 1-7:

Erik Medvecky, Sam LaMalfa, Noah Deck-
er, Kylon Martinez - Portland High School
(Track & Field): Medvecky, LaMalfa, Decker,
and Martinez broke the school record in the
4x200 relay at the Shoreline Conference Track
and Field Meet at Hillhouse High School on Jan.
4. The foursome ran a 1:38.63 to set a new mark
and win the event, edging the runner-ups from
Cromwell. LaMalfa, a junior, also won the 600
meters in the 12-school meet in New Haven.

Liana Salamone - East Hampton High
School (Basketball): Salamone scored 33 points
as the Bellringers defeated North Branford 82-
45 on Jan. 5. With the convincing conference
triumph, East Hampton remained undefeated

at 7-0. Salamone, a junior, is a two-time all-state
player and the reigning Shoreline Conference
Player of the Year. The defending state champi-
on Bellringers next welcome Kolbe Cathedral to
East Hampton High School this Saturday, Jan.
13,at 2 p.m.

Rylan Sodhi - RHAM High School (Track &
Field): Sodhi finished second overall in the long
jump at the Glastonbury Invitational on Jan 4.
Sodhi, a junior, jumped 16’ 8.5” at the multi-
school meet — featuring a dozen schools - at
Glastonbury High School. The local meets are
preparation for the Central Connecticut Con-
ference (CCC) that is slated for Saturday, Jan.
27 at the Floyd Little Athletic Center in New
Haven.

Leah Hochholzer - Bacon Academy (Track
& Field): Hochholzer won the shot put, beat-

Standout Athletes of the Week

From the State Senator’s Desk
Happy 2024 and Happy New Year! Just like that, the holidays are over as quickly as they

started and were back to a typical Connecticut winter. While there’s a lot to look forward to,
including beautiful snowfall and cheering on the UConn Huskies, it can also be a challenging
time of year, as evenings come early and low temperatures and bad weather often keep us inside.

It's important for us all to be open and aware of our mental health and how it can be changed
by the conditions around us. Winter can be a challenging time for many of us; whether you are
struggling or a friend or loved one may be in a poor mood, following these tips can help im-
prove moods until spring arrives two months from now.

While there’s little sun in the winter, there’s value in getting it when you can, even despite the
low temperatures outside. On sunny days, try to step outside when you can, even if only for a
few minutes. There are also UV lamps that provide light similar to sunlight and can improve
moods.

Its also a good idea to get out of your comfort zone and try something new. Whether that
means sticking to your New Year’s resolution, trying out a new hobby or attending a new class,
learning something different and getting new experiences will be valuable.

If you like to think of the future, planning a trip or event for the coming weeks and months
can easily raise your spirits. Whether it’s a quick weekend out of town to see friends and family,
a big spring break trip or simply tickets to a movie, play or sports game, these can all lift the
winter doldrums.

Finally, exercise is a very underrated way to get in a better mood during the winter. Working
out, whether it’s simply walking or going all-out, can release endorphins and make you feel bet-
ter — especially if your resolution is to lose weight.

This year will be a big one, with lots of promise, and keeping positive and optimistic will help
it be the best it can be.

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District

Note: The 12-town 33rd Senate District includes the Rivereast towns of Colchester, East Hamp-

ton and Portland.
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We will be contributing 10% of all
proceeds from any new projects to
our local food bank until January 30,

RE1-12-24

Portland High School’s 4x200 relay team of Erik Medvecky, Sam LaMalfa, Noah

Decker, Kylon Martinez broke the school record on Jan. 4, earning the four a spot on

the Standout Athletes of the Week.

ing the competition with a distance of 27’ 10”
at the UConn Developmental meet on Jan. 5 at
the University of Connecticut. Hochholzer was
one of seven Bobcats to take home first place
at the event, which featured a dozen teams.
The Bobcats swept the high jump with Saniyah
Otero winning it on the girls side and Weston

Dzwonchyk winning it on the boys side. The
boys 4x200 relay team of Josh Fenton, Douglas
Howard, Talan Ladyga, and Jay Wikarska was
also victorious.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout or with
sports-related comments, email joshhoward-
sports@gmail.com.

Radon Test Kits Available

January is Radon Awareness Month. If you
would like a free radon kit, the Chatham Health
District has acquired a limited number of radon
test kits from the state Health Department.

One test kit is available per residence for
those living within the district. Once the test
is complete, you will need to mail the kit in for

analysis at no charge to you. The results will be
sent to you and will not be public information.

Only take a test kit if you are committed to
following the directions and mailing it out. If
you are interested in a test kit, call 860-365-
0884.

M&J) BUS Meet & Greet!

Come on down and meet our staff!

&

Meet our management team,
meet some of our bus drivers,
walk on a bus, or sit in a van.

¢ oo o o MEET & GREET ¢ ¢ ¢ o »

Wednesday, January 24, 2024
10:00am-1:00pm

Portland Yard

1010 Portland Cobalt Rd.

Portland, CT

East Hampton Yard
9 Young Street

East Hampton, CT

WE ARE Great job for stay-at-home moms

HIRING!

& dads (bring your children to

work with you), retirees. High paying,
part-time work. Training provided.
For more info, visit Www.mjbusinc.com
or call (860) 342-2217 Portland
(860) 267-0004 East Hampton
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Some nice news floated across my email in-
box earlier this week, from the Connecticut
Association of Schools.The association has
named the top assistant principals in the state
- and one of them is a Hebron resident!

Jarrid Clifton, who is assistant principal at
Timothy Edwards Middle School in South
Windsor, is the 2024 Middle School Assistant
Principal of the Year.

Each year, applications are accepted for
the Elementary, Middle, and High School
Assistant Principal of the Year Awards. The
winners are chosen by the Connecticut As-
sociation of Schools (CAS) Awards and Rec-
ognition Committee, a selection committee
consisting of active and retired principals and
assistant principals.

“The program recognizes outstanding
school assistant principals who have suc-
ceeded in providing high quality learning op-
portunities for students,” CAS said in a press
release. “These administrators have demon-
strated excellent leadership, commitment to
staff and students, service to their communi-
ties, and contributions to the overall profes-
sion of educational leadership”

Clifton was nominated for the award by the
principal at Timothy Edwards Middle School
(TEMS), Candace Irwin, who told CAS she
appreciates his “‘commitment to excellence
and to ensuring the highest quality learning
experiences for the students of South Wind-
sor.

“It is with great gratitude and genuine pride
that I receive this award on behalf of the phe-

nomenal students, staff, families, and admin-
istrators of South Windsor,” said Clifton when
notified of his award. “The South Windsor
Public Schools has given me the opportunity
to grow as an educator and administrator; and
to work collaboratively to create an equitable,
welcoming environment for our students and
families. I am so fortunate to have been given
the chance to help lead this special school and
staff and I look forward to what all of them
will do in the future. I could not have achieved
this recognition without the incredible sup-
port of my family - Meg, Silas, and Andrew!”

According to CAS, Clifton is described by
his staff as “kind and selfless to the core” - or,
in the words of a group of TEMS seventh-
graders, “Mr. Clifton is a cool, chill dude with
a heart of gold”

CAS says Clifton exhibits the characteris-
tics that comprise the school’s values system,
R.O.A.R - Respect, Ownership, Acceptance,
and Resilience — which he helped develop and
embed in every facet of the school’s operation.

In addition to revamping the safety proto-
cols in place at TEMS, Clifton has spearhead-
ed several new student programs that foster
academic growth, encourage independence,
and develop leadership skills. The initiatives
include Student Alliance for Gender Accep-
tance (SAGA), Girls in STEM, TEMS Student
Council, and TE Leaders.

Special education teacher Heather Sloate
told CAS, “Jarrid’s initiatives promote inno-
vation and customization in learning while

Editor’s Desk continued on page 25
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Funds for Food Bank... Members of Scouts BSA Spencer Neale, Jack Hutton and
Hudson Visco, of Marlborough Troop 39, recently presented the Marlborough Food
Bank with a check for $1,000, collected donations from the community during the
annual wreath sale this past fall. The troop also provided the food bank with 50
wreaths to help families celebrate the holidays.

Bulletin Board

in this column.
“Is that what the ‘Farmer’s Almanac’ says?”

“I thought they had a pretty good record”

something youd want to bet the farm on.
“Gee, I always thought it was pretty good”

exactly going out on a limb”

winter. That’s what she used to say”

“Hey!”

hard winter”

ing I've seen so far indicates a hard winter”

happened?”
“I have no idea”

took the snowblower out of the garage”

come, my snowblower will refuse to start”

“Why? Then I won't need it anyway””
“You're messed up, man.”
“I hear that a lot”

“I'm thinking there may be a pattern here?”

“So this year, what did I do? Nothing. I haven’t so much as looked at my snowblower. I
haven’t drained old gas, made sure it would start up, nothing. So not only is it inevitable that
we're going to get at least one major blizzard, it’s practically a sure thing that when it does

“Looks like we're going to have another easy winter,” observed a longtime friend the other
day. I will refer to him here simply as “Mr. T” as he has threatened to go public with a highly
exaggerated account of my involvement in an unfortunate childhood experiment involving
matches and aerosol cans should I ever attempt to make him famous by mentioning his name

“Not a chance. We're going to get hammered,” I said. “Just you watch?”
I snorted. “You can't rely on the ‘Farmer’s Almanac’ for a really accurate prediction”

“Actually, I looked that up one time and it turns out the almanac is accurate about half the
time—which is better than relying on a mangy groundhog for a prediction, but not exactly

“It’s vague. I looked up the almanac’s forecast for New England for this month and it says
stuff like ‘cold with some snow’ for Jan. 16-19. I mean, really. Cold with some snow? That’s not

“I guess not. My grandmother used to say when the woolly bear caterpillars get really woolly
in the fall, that meant we were in for a tough winter. You know, those caterpillars that are kind
of dark orange with black rings? The wider the caterpillar’s orange band, the more severe the

“Total nonsense,” I scoffed. “Only an idiot would believe that”

“No disrespect to your grandmother;” I added hastily, “but it's a myth. Youd be better off
trying to predict the weather by casting fortune sticks or examining chicken livers by the light
of a full moon. Scientists have determined that the coloring of woolly bear caterpillars actually
depends on the caterpillar’s age and what it’s been eating”

“I don’t mean to be critical of your all-knowing obnoxious smugness—which I should
probably be used to by now—but you're kind of contradicting the age-old foundations of New
England folk wisdom here,” remarked Mr. T. “Next you’ll be telling me that a large crop of
acorns in the fall or squirrels with especially bushy tails in November aren't a sign to expect a

“Yup. Also thicker than usual apple or onion skins, bees’ nests built higher in trees, and
folksy sayings like ‘Mushrooms galore, much snow in store; no mushrooms at all, no snow will
fall” All have been pretty much disproved by science.”

“Okay, Einstein. So how can you be so sure were going to get hammered this winter? Noth-

“T'll tell you how. Last winter, for the first time in living memory, I actually pulled out my
snowblower in early November. I put on new belts and changed the oil. I made sure it would
start right up and then I sat back and confidently dared Mother Nature to let it snow. So what

“Nothing. That’s what. We ended up getting maybe an inch of snow all winter. I never even

“That’s it? That’s how you predict the severity of winter?”
“It works every time. Every single time. Mother Nature hates me.”
“Did it ever occur to you to go out to the garage and give your snowblower the once-over?”

[Note: Saturday’s snowstorm blew in after this was written. I am happy to report that the
snowblower started on the second pull. Hallelujah!]

Jim Hallas
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Real Leadership
To the Editor:

I commend First Selectman Dennler for his
transparent and honest approach to Colchester’s
financial challenges. His professional attitude,
focused on constructive solutions and account-
ability, without blaming, is refreshing and vital
for our community’s progress.

John Farrell - Colchester

Kuzminski Marks 50 Years
To the Editor:

Not many people stay with a job for 50 years,
but Dave Kuzminski has. Dave has been work-
ing for the Town of Portland since January 1974
when he started in the water department and
gradually worked his way up to become the
Technology Coordinator. Though many of you
probably know him from other roles — host of
the cable show “Portland on the Move,” emcee
of numerous Holiday Tree Lighting ceremo-
nies, announcer of the Portland Memorial Day
Parade, unofficial photographer for any Town
happenings (Halloween on Main, Veterans’
dinners, Juneteenth celebrations, etc.), enter-
tainment coordinator for the Portland Fair,
co-founder of the high school Town Tech Part-
nership, creator of the Walter the Water Saver
conservation program, podcaster highlighting
careers in the water industry, and behind-the-
scenes videographer for monthly committee
and board meetings. Back in the day he used
to drive snow plows, read water meters, repair
pipes in ditches, and was even the commenta-

tor for a few bed races down Main Street. Dave’s
contributions to his hometown have truly been
immeasurable.

Portland has been lucky to have such a loyal
and tireless individual working for the better-
ment of this community for five decades. And
we, his children, have been lucky to have such a
wonderful role model of strong work ethic, per-
severance, and dedication to look up to. Dave
will retire from his duties on Jan. 19, 2024 to be-
gin the next chapter in his life story; we know it
will be amazing and we hope you all wish him
well!

Sarah Soboleski and David C. Kuzminski
Portland

Real Enemy of Judaism
To the Editor:

Hebron’s Aravis Pasha implies Muslims don’t
belong in Palestine because “Saudi Arabia is the
Muslim homeland, not Palestine” and that Islam
“only came to the area in the 7th century AD”
Taking 699 AD as Pasha’s 7th century reference
leaves Islam there for the past 1,325 years. And
that’s not long enough to give Palestinians the
right to live there and not be driven out by Zi-
onists during the Nakba (catastrophe) when Is-
rael took control? Native Americans will want
to hire Pasha as their counsel, as the United
States has only existed 247 years while the Na-
tives held the Americas for 30,000 years before
we took it from them.

We all agree that what Hamas did on Oct. 7
was a horrific crime against humanity. But Pa-
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sha sells us fabrications by cherry-picking his-
tory. The Roman empire took it from the Jews
but then Islam took it from the Romans, and
allowed Jews and Christians to return and live
in relative peace. But then the Pope’s Christian
Crusades attacked and expelled or killed all the
Muslims and Jews. When Islam defeated the 3rd
Christian Crusade, they let the Jews move back
in. Palestine has since been Muslim dominant
but shared with Jewish and Christian minori-
ties.

The real enemy of Judaism has almost always
been Christianity. Germany and Italy were more
than 95% Christian when fascism and the geno-
cide of 6 million Jews occurred. Fundamental-
ist Christians support Israeli Jews today only
because their interpretation of Bible prophecy
marks this as the beginning of the end times.
When Jesus Christ comes again — goodbye (or
will Christians say ‘Good riddance’) to the Jews,
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and all others. No
wonder Thomas Paine wrote Age of Reason to
expose Biblical fallacy in an attempt to divert us
from religious self-destruction.

Edmund Smith - Andover

Why the Grief?
To the Editor:

Much grief is currently vented over the pros-
pect that Trump may be disqualified from some
or all state ballots, as this is viewed as suppress-
ing the right of voters to support the candidate
of their choice. But all ballots include the option
to name a write-in candidate, a valid preference
that will be duly recorded. Thus anyone who
wishes to vote for the vile ogre may do so, with-
out contradiction or interference. Am I missing
something?

Douglas Bonoff - East Hampton

Insurrection and the Economy
To the Editor:

Michael Chotkowski: “What has Trump done
to be excluded from ballots?”

He incited an insurrection, ending the USA’s
240-year unbroken streak of peaceful transi-
tions of presidential power. The 14th Amend-
ment is clear: “No person shall [ ... ] hold any
office, civil or military, under the United States,
[ ... ], who, having previously taken an oath [ ... ]
as an officer of the United States [ ... ] to support
the Constitution of the United States, shall have
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof” There is no mention of conviction and
few of the Confederate leaders excluded had
been convicted.

Ken Hjulstrom: The economy was better un-
der Trump.

Trump lost 2.67 million jobs, including
170,000 manufacturing ones. Biden gained 14.3
million jobs, including 790,000 manufacturing
ones. Before crediting the COVID recovery,
notice that employment under Biden is 4.89
million higher than Trump’s pre-COVID maxi-
mum, including 160,000 more manufacturing
jobs: under Biden, we've passed an Infrastruc-
ture bill, the CHIPS act, and a green manufac-
turing bill. Remember that every week was go-
ing to be Trump’s Infrastructure Week? Under
Biden, it actually happened.

The right is whining about the debt, which
grew at 8.9% per year under Trump, but at 8.3%
per year under Biden. They crow about energy
independence but net oil imports have been
falling steadily since 2006 and are much lower
than during the Trump years. We've averaged a
net export of 877,000 barrels per month under
Biden (for better or for worse, when it comes to
the environment.) Per-capita GDP rose at 1.5%
per year under Trump and at an astounding
10.0% under Biden.

I'll take the Biden economy, thank you. And
I'll definitely take a president who believes in
our democracy. Sorry, Mr. Trump.

(References: http://letters.sauyet.com/#/2024-
01-12/).

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet - Andover

Note: Sauyet is a member of the Andover
Board of Education but said he is speaking as an
individual.

WANTED

Buying Antiques & 0ld Stuff

Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing
Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold,
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware,
Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks,
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing,
Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

CIT7-6-23

Insurrection
To the Editor:

“President Trump is practically and morally
responsible for provoking the events of the day.
President Trump is still liable for everything he
did while he was in office, as an ordinary citizen,
unless the statute of limitations has run. Still li-
able for everything he did while he was in office.
Didn't get away with anything yet. We have a
criminal justice system in this country, we have
civil litigation and former presidents are not
immune from being accountable by either one”
(Republican Senator Mitch McConnell, Feb. 13,
2021)

Annie Steinbrecher - Marlborough

Hebron’s First Open Space
To the Editor:

I would like to thank Chairman Brian
O’Connell and the members of Hebron’s Open
Space Land Acquisition Committee for their
consideration of the many important issues sur-
rounding the land at 17 Kinney Rd., also known
as the Horton Property. At the Jan. 3 Open Space
meeting, several residents from across Hebron
appeared to express concerns over development
of the property and the desire that 17 Kinney
Rd. be preserved as Open Space. Among those
attending was Hebron historian John Baron,
who noted, “In matter of fact, 17 Kinney Rd.,
which was assembled in 1808 and added to in
1820 by Governor Peters, is the earliest example
of land preservation in Hebron... and probably
that extends to Connecticut and New England
as well. He predates Henry David Thoreau by
two full generations” This remarkable connec-
tion between 17 Kinney Rd. and Gov. John S.
Peters illustrates a new first, with Hebron as a
leader in the preservation of Open Space, begun
only 20 years after the ratification of the United
States Constitution!

Mr. Baron continued, “Soil and history are
interrelated. Without soil you don't have his-
tory” And clean water should also be added to
this mix. The combination of fractured bedrock,
fertile glacial till soil and abundant fresh water
at 17 Kinney Road is a result of the last Ice Age,
dating back between 100,000 and 10,000 years
ago. This combination of soil, water and history
is distinct and should be as highly prized today
as it was by the Paleoindians in 7,000 BC, He-
bron’s first colonial settlers in 1704 and John E.
Horton in the 1960s.

Please join the efforts to urge Chairman
O’Connell, the Open Space Committee and the
Board of Selectmen to preserve this historic
and environmentally vital landscape. Visit Save
Hebron Center on Facebook for details and
#Savel7.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Trump Derangement

Syndrome
To the Editor:

The phrase in common usage be it written
here or spoken is Trump Derangement Syn-
drome (TDS). Syndrome defined as a charac-
teristic combination of opinions, emotions, or
behavior. Derangement defined as a disturbance
of normal bodily functioning or operation.
Trump defined as, “The depths of his dishonesty
is just astounding to me...he is the most flawed
person I have ever met in my life” -- John Kelly,
White House chief of staff. “He is more danger-
ous than anyone could ever imagine” -- James
Mattis, Secretary of Defense. “He puts himself
before country. His actions are all about him
and not about the country” -- Mark Esper, Sec-
retary of Defense. “He will always put his own
interests, and gratifying his own ego, ahead of
everything else, including the country’s inter-
est” -- Bill Barr, Attorney General.

Syndrome has already been defined. Deficit
defined as a lack or shortage; deficiency, a disad-
vantage, impairment or handicap. Truth defined

as that which is true or in accordance with fact
or reality.

Ken Hjulstrom writes, “..while hoping you
forget how great the economy was while Trump
was in office” I along with many would like to
forget that Trump was in office. Ken, how much
better do you think the economy could have
been had Donald actually addressed the public
health emergency?

I think that adherents of Donald Trump suf-
fer from TDS as well; Truth Deficit Syndrome.

And the video that rips off Paul Harvey’s “So
God Made a Farmer” is nauseating and I don’t
understand how “evangelicals” can support
him? See Eleven Films “TrumpsNewAmerica’
video to see what a second Trump presidency
would look like.

«

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning - Andover

Pleased with New Leadership
To the Editor:

Just a quick note to say how pleased I am with
our new leadership in Colchester. The boards
are working together to understand and address
the town’s serious financial issues that have be-
come evident. First Selectman Bernie Dennler
seems to be taking a calm, transparent, and pro-
fessional approach to the challenges.

Last week, I attended a joint meeting of the
Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance
where I was struck with the tone of collabora-
tive problem-solving between the boards. I find
it reassuring that our elected officials are work-
ing together to address the needs of our com-
munity in an open and honest way. Keep it up!

Susie Milner - Colchester

More Misconceptions
To the Editor:

Ed Kozlowski recently submitted another
letter teeming with misconceptions and sopho-
moric assertions. In unapologetic fashion, Ko-
zlowski attempted to defend a litany of abhor-
rent comments that have been submitted to the
Rivereast over the last several months. However,
the defense was thwarted by his own narcissism
when he balked at the fact that he was not cited,
and therefore denied proper credit for his cal-
lous statements. The reality is, leaving out the
author’s name associated with each quote was
an effort to spare these individuals the public
humiliation of being associated with such vile
comments.

In his artless defense, Kozlowski went on to
boast, with great satisfaction, his unique ability
to offend others with his comments. However
dimwitted a defense this might be, it completely
misses the point. His comments are not simply
offensive, they are also so stunningly superficial,
they’re embarrassing. The truth is, these are not
characteristics that any self-aware, informed
individual should aspire to, and certainty not
beliefs that one ought to bellow in the public
squares. It’s unfortunate that some individuals
deem themselves so academically deficient, the
only value they feel capable of offering is to of-
fend everyone.

Joe Stevens - Hebron

Your Voice, Support Matters
To the Editor:

As advertised in December’s Rivereast, the
town of Colchester is holding a Republican
RTC caucus that is open to all registered Repub-
licans. The event will be held on Jan. 16 at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Room 1.

I can’t stress enough the importance of this
event. Every two years all members are elected
to represent Republican interests on behalf of
the town by all registered Republicans in town.

I have spent years attempting to clean up the
origination, by exposing Democrat/union sub-
version and keeping our candidates accountable
for their promises and actions.

People believe that as the chairman I can
make unilateral decisions without the support
of the membership and that simply isn't true. I
am only the face of decisions made by a simple
majority of a group.

In years past, Republicans only held seats that
were given to them by state statute by minimum
party representation rules. During this past
election, as a result our two “Democratically”
placed candidates for BOS, Art Shilosky and
Cliff O’Donal’s first order of business on Dec. 7
was to unanimously vote to support the union
contract increase, without discussion!

During this past election cycle the Demo-
crats’ theme was a return to civility, which to
me was funny as their membership were the in-
stigators of poor behavior throughout, but they
sold it and it stuck. In essence what they were
really calling for was the days of zero discussion
and 5 to 0 votes under minimum party repre-
sentation rules.

My ask of you is to come and support me and
hopefully what turns out to be a like-minded
slate of candidates that can get the job done. If
you would like to get involved contact me di-
rectly via email trudko@yahoo.com.

Thank You,
Taras W. Rudko, Chairman
Colchester Republican Town Committee

Portland Spending
To the Editor:

At the Dec. 20 Portland Board of Selectmen
meeting, there was discussion on purchasing a
replacement fire truck. If approved this would
be the second fire truck purchased under the
Curley administration and the third fire truck
purchased within three years.

In 2022, Portland received $1.3M in Ameri-
can Rescue Funds, which were slated to be used
to replace asbestos water pipes and a pump sta-
tion on Russell and Coe avenues. However, after
the press release, the BOS quickly moved the
funds to purchase a fire truck totaling $965K.
Last year, Portland received an additional
$1.37M in ARFs and again allocated the funds
to the Russell & Coe Ave project with the re-
maining funds spent on vehicles and miscella-
neous expenditures.

In addition to ARF money, the BOS autho-
rized a total of $1.6 M in “supplemental allo-
cations,” which are not included in the general

See Letters, page 25

PIANO
TUNER
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Hartt School of Music
(860) 228-0309

www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

A&R ENVIRONMENTAL, LLC

Tuning, .. . .
" Repairs & S Radon Mitigation & Testing
Cleaning 22X Specializing in Air & Water Systems
Contact
TED WILLIAMS ‘ Licensed, Certified & Insured FREE ||
Cerdfied by www.arenvironmental.com [ QUOTES |:
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- Weather Gear!

Carhartt: Jackets, Vests, Coveralls, Overalls, Pants.

QUONSET SURPLUS
11/13 Pickering St., Portland ¢ 860-342-0612
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Thermal Underwear, Socks, Flannel Shirts, Face Masks, YMARLBOROUGH
Gloves, Kamik®Boots, Winter Jackets, Wool Blankets
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By Michael Sinkewicz

Last week, Andover Town Administrator Eric
Anderson provided an update on the town’s new
community center project, showcasing signifi-
cant progress with construction and an optimis-
tic timeline for its completion.

In a roughly 10-minute video posted on the
town’s Facebook page, Anderson — adorned
with a hardhat — walked through the upper
and lower levels of the new building, highlight-
ing the work being done.

While many of the features are still limited to
the folks’ imagination, there is good news to re-
port, Anderson asserted.

“We're a lot further along than people think,”
he told the Rivereast.

All the electric work is done, for example,
and the remaining tasks will be finished in the
months ahead. Anything who's stopped by the
site — located on School Road, behind Town
Hall, and in close proximity to the elementary
school, fire department and police department
— has likely seen that the building is steadily
coming along.

Anderson said that realistically, the build-
ing will be completed by the middle of June.
The hope, he continued, is that people will be

Vendors, Bakers Needed

Vendors and bakers are needed for the
annual senior luncheon fundraiser to be
held Sunday, Feb. 4, from 9 am.-2 p.m., at
Andover Elementary School, 35 School Rd.

For more information, contact Cathy at
860-916-6122 or nanasworld@comcast.net.
All money received goes to supporting the
senior luncheon program.

Featuring Italian & Balkan/
Mediterranean Cuisine

Brought to you by the owners of
Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,
I11lam to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer —
No Corkage Fee!

N Also Offering Take-Out,
" Party Platters and
Delicious Family

Chicken Parmigiana
Chicken Marsala

; Chicken Adriatic
~ Adriatic Combo- Cevapi,
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled

utilizing their new 2,200 square facility by July
1. Ground was officially broken in August, as
members of Leading Edge Construction and
PegArch LLC Architecture and Design Services
joined local officials to shovel the first scoops of
dirt.

A project that was years in the making will
take less than a fraction of the time to finally be
done.

The timing of the video comes after residents
submitted several questions to officials, in-
cluding why the entrance looks so high off the
ground — a somewhat troubling feature for se-
nior citizens.

Anderson explained in the video that the
grade will be raised, alleviating that concern.

“We just wanted to take the feedback and put
it into a video,” he said. “It hopefully answered
those questions.”

Other features are currently hard to fully en-
vision, such as the backyard, which ideally will
be used for a variety of activities. For now, it’s a
field of dirt.

“The basement will be fully walkout and there
will be direct access and a sidewalk that comes
from the parking lot between the fire depart-

Commission, Committee
Members Needed

Any Andover elector interested in serving on
one of the following committees or commis-
sions should send a letter of interest via email to
townclerk@andoverct.org:

Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Ethics Com-
mission, Inland Wetlands Commission alter-
nate, Ordinance Review Committee.

ment and Town Hall,” Anderson said in the
video.

The town administrator toured the entire
building, bringing viewers to rooms that will
eventually turn into offices, bathrooms and stor-
age rooms. One of the bathrooms has a walk-in
shower, which will allow the town to utilize the
community center as an emergency shelter.

Other rooms remain full of potential. The
largest room on the main floor could be used
as a meeting room, a dining room, or for movie
nights.

“Pretty much any event could be held in this
space,” Anderson said.

Executing the blueprint adheres to the major
aspect of the town’s Plan of Conservation De-
velopment, which has included the need for a

President’s List

Barbara Knight of Andover made the fall
2023 Presidents List at Southern New Hamp-
shire University in Manchester, N.H.

Preschool Openings

The Andover Elementary School Early
Learning Center is accepting applications for
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year.
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec.
31, 2024, are eligible to attend.

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Meals to Go!

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

Filet Mignon

Pow\-vﬁv\o':

246 New Brifain Rd, Kensington, « 860-826-6374

You Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine.
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

.
¢
> [(No Minimum]) ‘

v dian @astauvans

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,

Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu
Www_portofinosrestaurantct.com

.

- Take Out
| Order: 860-826-6374

e

m

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.
CIT9-14-23

Community Center Project Makes Progress

community center for generations.

Ed Sarisley, chairman of the Community Se-
nior Center Building Committee, said during
the groundbreaking ceremony that the goal was
always to combine a community center with se-
nior services.

“For four decades, the community has rec-
ognized that it needs both,” he said. “However,
we're a very small town with only 3,000 people.
We had to have a combination building, which
a lot of small towns do”

Anderson said that the cost of the building
has remained unchanged. Roughly a million
dollars of the town’s American Rescue Plan Act
funds will cover the construction budget.

“We’re not going to the taxpayers for money,”
he said.

Scholarship Opportunity

Announced

The East Hartford Garden Club has an-
nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a
resident of Andover, Bolton, Bloomfield, Cov-
entry, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glaston-
bury, Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storrs
or Windsor Locks.

The student must plan on majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-
servation, forestry, environmental concerns,
botany and other allied subjects.

Applications with the submittal instructions
are available at the guidance department of the
attending school. All completed applications
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

Vacancy on Finance Board

The Town of Andover currently has a va-
cancy on the Board of Finance. Interested resi-
dents should send a letter of interest with their
resume and/or qualifications to the town clerk,
addressed to the chair of the Board of Finance, by
Feb. 9. The town clerk’s address is 17 School Rd.

PZC Alternate Sought

Any Andover elector who is interested in
serving as an alternate on the Planning & Zon-
ing Commission should send a letter of interest
to: Town of Andover, P&Z Alternate, 17 School
Rd., Andover, CT 06232 or email one to town-
clerk@andoverct.org.
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Andover Veterans Ceremony Update

Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz will host a ceremony
honoring local Korean War-era and Vietnam
War-era veterans Monday, Jan. 22, at 4 p.m., in
the Andover Elementary School multipurpose
room. Invitations have been mailed, and people
are beginning to reply.

This ceremony is to honor all veterans who
served during the Korean War era, from June
27, 1950-Jan. 31, 1955, and the Vietnam War
era, from Feb. 28, 1961-July 1, 1975. If you or
one of your family members is in this category,
please provide name, rank, branch of service,
and years of service to the Andover Veterans
representatives via email, at Veterans@ando-
verct.org, or by calling Susan Camoroda at 703-
472-3209 or John Botti at 860-839-3481.

This ceremony is to honor and recognize all
veterans who served during these two eras, no
matter where they were stationed, or their duty
status — active or reserve. This is because, at any
time, a person in the reserves could be called
to active duty. This has occurred over and over
and over again for the past 23 years in the post-
9/11 era.

To clarify, this recognition is not related to
the tax-exempt status the state allows for active
service during times of conflict. They are sepa-
rate

All attending are asked to RSVP so that the
AES multipurpose room is set up to accom-
modate all. Contact Camoroda, Botti, or Town
Clerk Carol Lee for more information.

Senior Citizen News & Notes

The following items have been updated for
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. Also
call Palazzi for all luncheon reservations and
transportation needs, including rides to medi-
cal appointments. For all Young at Heart events
including movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-
1057, and call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-
0188 ext. 2 for all trip information. For all senior
events and information, visit the senior page of
the town website, andoverct.org.

New senior transportation calls are now only
heard from 9 a.m.-noon. If you call at any other
time, leave your name, phone number, date,
time and address of your appointment. A return
call will be given within 24 hours.

Shopping Dates: Willimantic - Tuesdays,
Jan. 16 and 30; Manchester — Tuesday, Jan. 23.

Senior Luncheons: Fridays, Feb. 2 and 16, at
noon, at the Town Hall community room; no
walk-ins accepted.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available
for the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. and
for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pantry
— all of which take place at Andover Congrega-
tional Church.

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, all medical ap-
pointments, and to the monthly farmers mar-
kets, are available by calling Palazzi. All seniors,
veterans and disabled are welcome. If you have
a caregiver, they may come with you.

Library Friends Annual Appeal

Library Friends acting president Julie Victo-
ria and membership chair Janice Bazzani an-
nounce the launch of the annual campaign in
support of the Andover Public Library. They ask
all community members, including the already
lifetime members, now 70 in number, to con-
sider joining, renewing and giving generously.

Established in 1989, the Library Friends pro-
vide ongoing financial support for regular, large
print and audio books, DVDs, children and
adult programming, a $1,000 educational schol-
arship for an Andover high school senior, a free
summer concert, subscriptions, equipment,
supplies and facility enhancements beyond the
library’s current budget.

A donation is required to become a member
of this 501(c)(3c) non-profit organization: $3
for senior or student; $5, individual; $10, fam-
ily; $25, business; $150, lifetime; and $500, pa-

Bingo & Baskets

Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Baskets night
on Friday, Jan. 26 (snow date: Feb. 2), starting
with dinner at 5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30
p.m.

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 for more information.

School Budget Workshops

The Andover Board of Education will hold
the following workshops on the 2024-25 budget:

Jan. 17: Special education, general supplies,
Pre-K; Jan. 24: Salaries & Benefits, Insurance;
Jan. 31: Facilities and Maintenance; Feb. 7: Pub-
lic question and answer session.

All workshops will take place Wednesdays at
7 p.m. over Zoom. The Meeting ID is 872 2061
0398, and the passcode is 200920.

Fundraiser for
Lake Improvements

Andover Lake Property Owners Association
(ALPOA) will hold a fundraiser for Andover
Lake for improvements to the lake for 2024. The
fundraiser will be a Comedy Night with Dinner
Saturday, Jan. 20, at 6 p.m., at Andover Pizza.

Cost is $35. Tickets available at Andover-
LakeCT.com.

K1nder§arten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering
kindergarten students for the 2024-25 school
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

%arents of children who will be age 5 on or
before Sept. 1, 2024, are asked to contact the
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend
an alternative kindergarten or not attend school
until the following year, and parents who will be
home-schooling, are asked to inform the school
of this decision.

tron. Donations of any amount are appreciated
and can be mailed to: Andover Friends of the
Library, P.O. Box 117, Andover, CT 06232.

Membership forms are emailed to current
and former members and are also available by
visiting the library at 355 Route 6, or by calling
860-742-7428. To access the form online, go
to tinyurl.com/y79tnv8;j. Included on the form
is a section to volunteer, from baking, garden-
ing, book sales and tech support to serving on
a committee or sharing a talent or hobby via a
program. The Library Friends welcome ideas
and suggestions by emailing andoverfol@gmail.
com

Library hours are Monday through Thursday,
10 am.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For library news, updates and photos, visit face-
book.com/AndoverPublicLibrary.CT or www.
andoverconnecticut.org/library.

ENTERTAINMENT

great progress!

knowing that we are on the right fiscal track.

From the State Senator’s Desk

Happy New Year! As we enter 2024, I want to share with you some promising information
regarding our state’s finances. In the last half-decade or so, Connecticut has taken great strides
in improving the quality and long-term value of its budget, with significant effort toward setting
the state up for continued success for years to come.

In 2017 and 2018, state officials developed guiderails that encourage a focus on fiscal respon-
sibility. Since then, the state has taken meaningful steps to pay down its debts, with nearly $8
billion of outstanding pension debt paid down. That doesn’t just mean the state is meeting its
obligations on payments, but by making additional ones, it is freeing up hundreds of millions of
dollars in the state budget every year due to reduced interest. State Comptroller Sean Scanlon
recently announced that due to more than $1 billion in payments made in the fall of 2023, Con-
necticut’s payment obligations in the next fiscal year will be reduced by $87.5 million. That’s

Comptroller Scanlon went further in the state’s recent economic outlooks. As Connecticut is
months into the current fiscal year, it is headed toward budget surpluses for the sixth straight
year, according to Scanlon. As of November, the state’s General Fund is projected to have a
surplus of about $154 million at the end of the fiscal year, with the Special Transportation Fund
also expected to have a surplus of $208.4 million. While these figures are not as high as seen in
recent years, indicative of changes in the economy, they also indicate that Connecticut is well
positioned to continue its strong position if any headwinds appear.

Additionally, according to the Comptroller, Connecticut has now reached an achievement it
hasn’t seen since 2008. For the first time in 15 years, Connecticut’s pension actuarial valuation
shows that the pension fund is now funded to 52%. While that may not seen like a great statistic
at face value, it is proof of hard work paying off — from 2016 to 2024, the number has grown
17%, proving that the state remains focused on keeping its financial house in order.

As a new legislative session will begin in February, my colleagues and I will remain focused
on the important needs of our state and its communities. We'll be able to do so a little easier

Note: The Fourth District covers Andover, Bolton, Glastonbury and Manchester.

State Sen. MD Rahman
D-Fourth District

Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696,
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-

Historical Society

Annual Meeting

The Andover Historical Society will hold its
annual meeting Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 7 p.m., in
the community room of the Town Office Build-
ing.

gElec‘[ion of officers will be held at this time, as
well as discussions about activities for the com-
ing year and the setting of a schedule for mu-
seum openings.

All are invited and encouraged to attend.

Full Menu
Served Daily
11AM-10PM

n @ @oznbonesbbq

43 Hayward Ave.

Colchester, CT

Our authentic &
artisan original
barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

1
1
Brunch Is Back! |
I

Saturday, Jan. 13t
with Live Music by
Matt Sperzal

Dine In « Take Out

Lunch « Dinner - Catering
Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

(860) 537-3355
oznbonesbbg.com

nR2a
1 &

Friday, 1/12 “Robert J”
Friday, 1/19 TBA
Friday, 1/26 “Rainiacs”

atie s
=l

Restaurant & Catering Service

Try one of our freshly
ground in-house

vided.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Andover Veterans to Meet

The next Andover Veterans meeting will be
Saturday, Jan. 20, from 1-3 p.m., in the Town
Hall Community Room. There will be discus-
sion on plans and ideas for future meetings to
make them more interesting and worthwhile for
folks to attend. There will also be a discussion
on the upcoming state veterans recognition cer-
emony scheduled for Jan. 22.

For more information, email Veterans@an-
doverct.org or call Susan Camoroda at 703-472-
3209.

NFL
Package!

_9,

“ See all the games!

& Order your

wings to go!

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT never A cover 8:30pm-12:30am

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 4-6pm

*$1 OFF 10 Wings * $3 Bud &
*$2 OFF 20 Wings  Bud Lt. Draft
* $3 OFF 30 Wings *$2 PBR All Day

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!
— 47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON  860-228-8148 — 77

RE1-12-24

Pizzas « Gluten Free Items I
Beer/Wine « Catering

— Online Ordering — I
www.ginamariesct.com

Steak
Burgers

RE1-12-24

-Szﬂﬂorr ﬁ\

Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

\/J :./;)

,.}

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT
L----------‘

860-228-9375 !
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Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead
Hill School is taking applications for eligible
preschool students for the 2024-25 school
year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3
or 4 by Sept. 1 and are planning to have their
children entered into Hebron’s preschool lot-
tery, are asked to call the Gilead Hill School
office at 860-228-9458 to have an application
mailed to them. The application may also be
downloaded from the Hebron School district
website, www.hebron.k12.ct.us. Go to “Quick
Links” and click “PK Application”

Preschool Lottery Applications

Hebron Early Childhood center receives
funding for reduced tuition rates from the
School Readiness Grant. Eligibility is based
upon household income.

Lottery applications must be completed and
returned to the Gilead Hill Office by Friday,
Feb. 23, by 3 p.m. Please enclose two forms
of residency when you return the lottery ap-
plication. The lottery drawing will be held on
Thursday, March 12, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill
School. Applicants will be notified of their ac-
ceptance or waitlist status by phone.

Celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Community members are invited to gather to
celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Mon-
day, Jan. 15, from 6-8 p.m. The event is spon-
sored by the Coalition of Diversity & Equity
(CoDE) and will be held at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church’s Phelps Hall, 30 Church St. in Hebron.

Dinner will be provided, beginning at 6 p.m.,
followed by a reading of King’s “Letter from a
Birmingham Jail” Participants will have the op-
portunity to discuss the letter in small groups.

There is no charge, but donations to cover the
cost of food will be gratefully accepted. Reg-

istration is requested; email the hosts at code.
diversityl @gmail.com, stating the number of
people attending.

The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE)
is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
build more diverse, vibrant and equitable com-
munities. CoDE serves Hebron, Marlborough,
Andover and Columbia. Its goals include in-
creasing community awareness and access to
housing, education and jobs. For more informa-
tion, visit www.code-diversity.org.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes

All are invited to worship at Christ Lutheran
Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St., on
Sundays at 9 a.m., with the Rev. James Wiese.
People can also join worship live online at www.
facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the
morning service.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Caring Shepherds dis-
tributes household and hygiene items, as well

as food pantry staples, Bibles, and prayers. For
more information, call Caring Shepherds Min-
istry at 860-228-1152.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers
childcare, preschool and before/after school in
a Christian environment. The center is open to
children of all walks of faith. For more infor-
mation, call Jennifer Johnson at 860-228-5134.
An application form is available at www.clecch-
ebron.org.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more
information and full program descriptions, call
the senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior
center newsletter is online at hebronct.com/
town-departments/senior-center.

Holiday Closing: Monday, Jan. 15, for Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day.

Yoga: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:15-
11:15 a.m., through Feb. 7; no class Jan. 15. Call
the senior center for remaining cost.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pick-ups begin Fri-
days at 10 a.m.; pre-registration is required by
the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. Schedule: Jan. 19,
Big Y; Jan. 26, Walmart and Aldi; Feb. 2, Stop
and Shop. Call the senior center to sign up.
Please call 860-228-1700.

Mindful Meditation: Monday, Jan. 22, after
yoga. Class is free.

Movie Monday: Monday, Jan. 22. Love ¢
Mercy will be shown. Lunch will be served be-
forehand at noon; sign up for lunch by the prior
Friday at 9:30 a.m. To sign-up for the movie or
lunch and the movie, call the center.

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the
winter heating costs for a household’s primary
heating source. If the household’s primary heat-
ing costs are included in rent, the household
may also apply for assistance. To make an ap-
pointment, call the senior center.

Linda’s Craft Corner: Wednesday, Jan. 24,
noon (notice special time), to make Valentine
decorations for the new “yearly” tree and/or
your home and rock-painting. Cost is $3 per
person for supplies. Come early for lunch at

11:30 a.m. To sign up, call the senior center.
Registration deadline: Monday, Jan. 22, noon.

AARP Income Tax Preparation: Certified
volunteers will be at the senior center from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 6-March 26, to pre-
pare basic federal and state tax returns. There
are five appointments per time slot and they are
one-hour appointments: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m.
and noon. Call the senior center to sign-up.

Open Quilting, Arts Groups: The senior
center is combining the Fun with Stitches
open quilting group and the Created to Create
open arts group. The groups will meet Fridays
through Jan. 26, from 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
This will be an open time to come work on your
projects; bring your own supplies. Pre-registra-
tion requested.

Massage Therapy: By appointment Mondays
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Thursdays from 11:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Cost is $25 for 25 minutes or $50
for 50 minutes. Call the senior center for an ap-
pointment.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via
Zoom; Massage, second and fourth Monday
of the month, 9 a.m.-3 p.m; Yoga, 10:15-11:15
a.m.; Movie Monday (twice per month - call for
date and title). Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/
Needle Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot
Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamp-
ing, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness,
9-10 a.m. via Zoom; Mindful Meditation, first
and third Wednesdays of the month, 10:15-
11:15 a.m; Yoga, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; RHAM Bin-
go, the third Wednesday of each month from
2:30-4 p.m., October through May. Thursdays:
Massage, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo,
1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m.

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.

“BOARD CERTIFIED” Podiatrist — Foot Specialist
Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna
Participating Provider.

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical loa Surgical Treatment of the Foot

* Sports Medicine ® Geriatric Foot Care ® Diabetic Foot Care ® Arthritic Feet
¢ Skin Conditions ® Flat Feet ® Heel Pain ¢ Fractures/Dislocations ¢ Sprains/Strains
* Bunions ®* Hammertoes ® Infections ® Fungus Nails ¢ Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

RE6-26-20

Gilead Hill Kindergarten Registration

Gilead Hill School is registering eligible kin-
dergarten students for the 2024-25 school year.

Parents/Guardians of children who will be
five years of age on or before Sept. 1, and are
planning to have their child attend public
school in Hebron, are asked to log into the He-
bron Public Schools website by Friday, Feb. 16,
to begin the registration process.

Parents/guardians will be required to com-
plete the registration online and upload their
child’s birth certificate and two address veri-

fications. One address verification must be a
mortgage document, lease/rental agreement or
property tax statement. The other address veri-
fication must be a cable bill, utility bill or inter-
net bill.

Students currently enrolled in Hebron’s pre-
school program do not need to register for
kindergarten, as this process happens automati-
cally.

Call the Gilead Hill office at 860-228-9458 for
more information.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 1/13: Yoga at
9:30 a.m., Military Whist at 5:30 p.m.; 1/15: Bi-
ble Study at 9:30 a.m.; 1/16: AA Meeting at 7:30
p.m.; 1/17: Yoga at 9:15 a.m., Choir Practice at
7 p.m.; 1/18: Prayer Shawl Group at 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets on the first and
third Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the
Parish House. All are welcome to join regardless
of knitting/crocheting experience.

Military Whist: Saturday, Jan. 13, 5:30 p.m.

The night will begin with a potluck, followed by
the card game. See Judy Brandi or Berry Honore
with any questions.

Pastor Brian Hardee’s Installation: Sunday,
Jan. 21, 3 p.m., in the sanctuary, followed by a
reception. All are welcome.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, Jan. 28,
11:30 a.m. Cost is $15, with proceeds going
toward the Connecticut Food Bank. Contact
Gayle Sylvester if you are interested, at gayle.
sylvester@comcast.net.

New Members Class: Sunday, Jan. 28, 11:30
am.-1 p.m.

Confirmation Class Meeting: Sunday, Jan.
28, 6 p.m.

Faith, Film and Potluck: Friday, Feb. 2, 6
p.m. The remaining dates are March 1, April 5
and May 3.

Soup Social: Feb. 4, following worship. A
sign-up sheet for soups will soon be available.

Church of the Holy Family News

The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church
St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for
more information. The church office can be
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter:
The church collects items for the Windham Re-
gion No Freeze Hospitality Center, which pro-
vides assistance to homeless adults. Needs are:
Men’s & Women’s: solid color T-shirts (long-
and short-sleeved, sizes L to 3XL), heavy winter
coats (clean and in good condition with zippers
that work); insulated winter gloves; sweatpants;
hoodies, thermal underwear; winter weight

socks; men’s boxer briefs (M,L,XL,XXL); and
womens briefs (sizes 6-12). Cleaning Sup-
plies: Lysol disinfectant spray; size XL dispos-
able latex-free gloves; toilet bowl cleaner; and
spray shower cleaner. Gift Cards: $15 Stop &
Shop cards for gas to assist people living in their
cars; and $25 Walmart cards to purchase items
needed immediately. Please call to arrange the
pick-up of gift cards. Miscellaneous: 55-gal-
lon trash bags (great need); paper towels; TP;
Kleenex; handwarmers; Mucinex tablets; and
cough drops. Place donations of goods in the
designated collection box next to the church’s
Cry Room. Place large quantities of donations
in the Cry Room. For more information, call
Monica or John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

Parks and Recreation News

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many
summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com
or call 860-530-1281.

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Feb. 17, 9
am.-2 p.m., at the Gilead Hill School PREP
Room. This course is for children ages 11-17.
This is an entry level course intended to teach
skills necessary to care for children of all ages.
The course focuses on safety with emphasis on
prevention: basic first aid, including adult and
child CPR. Fee: $100.

Hebron Community Theater: This new pro-
gram is targeted at adults ages 18+ who have a
love of acting and being on the stage — whether
they are a seasoned actor or a newcomer. The
program will consist of three shows a year (in
the spring, summer and fall), as well as a variety
of classes in acting, improv, dance, set design,

stage management, and more.

Intro to Acting: Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m.,
Feb. 7-March 13, in the Parks and Rec. office
at Burnt Hill Park. Parks and Rec. is partnering
with Playhouse Theater Academy to offer this
six-week class. The workshop will focus on the
fundamentals of the craft, including voice and
moment and stage presence. Classes will start
with physical and vocal warm-ups. You will also
learn about beats, intentions, and the basics on
how to approach a monologue and scenes with
fellow students. This class is for ages 18 and up.
Fee: $75 per person.

Valentine’s Day Paint Night: Wednesday,
Feb. 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m., at the Parks and Recre-
ation office at Burnt Hill Park. Learn about the
artist Peter Max and paint hearts in his style.
Cost: $25. All materials and supplies included.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m.,,
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenter-
Connecticut and on YouTube at www.youtube.
com/@theworshipcenter9733.

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second
Wednesday of every month from 7-8:30pm at
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship,
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting:
Jan. 14.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-
ically held the first Friday of each month from
6-9 p.m. at the church.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
alink and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office.

Donations Sought for HIHS: The Hebron
Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) food pantry
is in critical need, and The Worship Center is
helping to collect donations of money, food, toi-
letries and paper goods. Items can be dropped
off at the church on Sunday mornings, or donate
directly to HIHS at 26 Pendleton Dr., Hebron;
hours are Tuesday/Thursday 8 a.m.-6 p.m., and
Friday, noon-5 p.m. Contact HIHSCT.org to
give online, or email hsfoodpantry@gmail.com
for more information.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach
team has been collecting snack-type food and
monetary donations as a love offering for local
first responders. To get involved, email jessical-
bain@gmail.com.

4th Wednesday Prayer: Wednesday, Jan. 24,
10-11 a.m. All are invited to come and offer
their prayer requests.

Annual Business Meeting: Sunday, Jan. 28,
4-7 p.m. All church members are strongly en-
couraged to attend. If interested in becoming a
member, see one of the elders or Ann Ketelhut,
church administrator.
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By Michael Sinkewicz

The Hebron Board of Selectmen (BOS) last
week agreed to delay the town’s charter revision
process after receiving advice from legal counsel.

During its Jan. 4 meeting, the BOS opted not
to appoint the members of the newly formed
Charter Revision Commission (CRC), instead
deciding to restart the entire process for the third
time.

On Dec. 7, the BOS had voted to establish a
seven-member CRC, with the intention of the
members being selected at the board’s subse-
quent meeting on Dec. 21, which was ultimately
canceled. After initiating a CRC, the BOS has a
30-day window to solicit and appoint local vol-
unteers to serve — a window that has now ex-
pired.

On Jan. 18 - the board’s next scheduled meet-
ing — it is expected to rescind the previous CRC
resolution and restart the 30-day clock. Previ-
ously, the selectmen approved a CRC in October,
but delayed appointing members until after the
November municipal election, forcing them to
restart the clock for a second time.

Now, the BOS will look to begin the process
again for the third time.

“But we want to get it right” Donna Lanza, di-
rector of administrative services, said during the
meeting.

Under the new timeline, the CRC members
are expected to be appointed on Feb. 15, with

any final revisions being voted on by the public
in November of 2025.

During its next meeting, the board will also
likely finalize a list of items it wants to be re-
viewed by the CRC; the commission can then
decide to review specific topics or open up the
entire town charter for review.

Some of the issues currently on the list include
the potential bifurcation of the municipal and lo-
cal Board of Education budgets, and transition-
ing the town clerk into an appointed, rather than
elected position.

Twelve individuals had previously expressed
interest in serving on the CRC and the town is
reaching out to see if those people still wish to be
considered; the BOS reaffirmed its desire to have
a seven-member commission.

The BOS had considered several potential
timelines for the CRC to follow. As of now, the
goal is to have residents vote on the revisions
during the November 2025 general election.
There were thoughts, however, of accelerating
the schedule, with the public vote instead tak-
ing place a few months earlier in May 2025. Even
an extremely advanced date of November 2024,
which would coincide with the presidential elec-
tion — and a likely boost in voter turnout — was
suggested.

Officials had warned that pursuing a 2024 date
would be challenging. Town Manager Andrew

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering
many summer programs. For full program
descriptions and to register, visit hebronct.
recdesk.com or call 860-530-1281.

Electricity and Magnetmania Workshop:
Mondays, Jan. 29-March 11, 3:15-4:30 p.m., at
the Hebron Elementary School library. Learn
all about electronics, magnetism and more

Parks and Recreation News

in this hands-on workshop. Take home your
very own circuit kit. Cost is $126.

Gentle Yoga: This class is open to all ages
and yoga levels. Mondays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at
Gilead Hill School. Session I has started; Ses-
sion II dates are 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/15, 4/22,
4/29. Cost is $72 per session.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Jan. 12, A
Haunting in Venice (rated PG-13); Jan. 19, On
Fire (PG-13); Jan. 26, Indiana Jones and the Dial
of Destiny (PG-13). Bottled water and individu-
ally wrapped snacks will be provided.

Holiday Closing: Monday, Jan. 15, for Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Tuesday, Jan. 16, 9
a.m.-2 p.m. Register on redcross.org.

Book Discussion: Wednesday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m.,
at the American Legion, located next door. Dis-
cuss The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan.
Copies of the book are available for checkout at
the Adult Circulation Desk and also on Libby.
Must be over 21 to attend the discussion.

Raise the Coop: The Ultimate Guide to Back-
yard Chicken Keeping: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 6 p.m.
Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri Gable Lea Farm will
teach you everything you need to know to start
and maintain a happy, healthy flock of chickens.

Teens: Watch for the next Teen Hangout an-

Healing Mass Scheduled

Church of the Holy Family, 185 Church St.,
will hold its next Healing Mass Sunday, Jan. 21,
at 2 p.m. All are invited.

The monthly service is intended to bring
comfort to people struggling — be it physically,
emotionally or spiritually.

For more information, call the church at 860-
228-0096.

Free CPR Classes

The Hebron Fire Department (44 Main St.)
is offering free AHA Heartsaver CPR classes for
those who live or work in Hebron. Adult, child
and infant CPR, and choking emergencies, will
be covered.

The classes will be held from 6-9 p.m. on the
following Wednesdays: Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March
20, April 17, May 15 or June 19. Call Donna at
860-228-3022 ext. 162 to reserve a seat.

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds
worship Sundays at 10 a.m., with Education
Hour at 9 a.m.,, including Bible classes for all
ages.

The church office is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Pastor Jordan Brown
is available by appointment. For information
about church beliefs, care, small groups, Kids
Ministry, and Youth Group, visit www.hebron-
coh.com, or follow the church on social media.

nouncement coming soon.

Chess Night: Pickup games are held every
Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays,
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration
required; bring your project or questions.

Museum Passes: Most of the library’s museum
passes are available with a “print at home” option
from the library website.

Creativebug: Check out the ‘Creativebug’ site
from the Resources tab on the library’s website
and login with your Douglas Library card to
stream thousands of fine art and hand-crafting
classes.

Tierney has stated that the importance of the
CRC’s work must be kept in mind.

“This is the Bible of the town,” he said. “This
is very important stuff that shouldn't be rushed.”

To assess the viability of an advanced timeline,
the BOS sought insight from the town attorney,
who provided a memo largely steering the select-
men towards a more practical option.

According to the attorney, Kenneth Slater, any
charter revision proposal voted on during a spe-
cial election or referendum not coinciding with
the general election would require approval by
15 percent of the town’s registered voters.

“Many towns have found this threshold hard
to achieve,” he wrote.

At a general election, the proposals simply re-
quire a majority vote for approval, regardless of
the total turnout percentage.

Slater stated that the town is typically close to
or below the 15 percent voter turnout figure at
annual budget referendums. If that trend held
steady, in order to pass a proposal with 15 per-
cent of the voting bloc voting in the affirmative,
each revision would likely require around a 90
percent favorable vote.

After outlining the numerous steps and dead-
lines the CRC must follow, Slater addressed the
feasibility of a 2024 election date, which would
give the members less than a year to work.

“It is mathematically possible that all of those
steps occur in time for the November 2024 elec-
tion,” he stated. “In my experience, and in the

Charter Revision Process Delayed

experience of my colleagues who have also been
involved in the process, unless the Commission
tackles nothing other than modest noncontro-
versial ‘housekeeping’ edits in the Charter, it will
be very difficult to achieve that timeline where
the Board of Selectmen will have a final pro-
posed charter to submit to the 2024 election by
a Sept. 6, 2024 deadline”

After receiving Slater’s memo, the BOS chair-
man, Republican Peter Kasper, recommended
that Dec. 21 meeting be canceled, as the board
would wait to appoint members.

At their latest meeting, the BOS largely agreed
with Slater’s advice. Republican Keith Petit ex-
pressed that it was unlikely that the town would
reach the required voter turnout to make a spring
2025 election workable.

“I don’t think we've seen numbers in past ref-
erendums that would support achieving a goal
that would make that feasible,” he said.

Democrat Tiffany Thiele, while still support-
ing the board’s strategy, stated that she wasn't en-
tirely satisfied with the prolonged timeline, argu-
ing that it would set a “poor precedent”

“I think in the future, we should look to tight-
en that timeline,” she said.

The CRC’s timeline would be longer than pre-
vious Hebron commissions. The past three char-
ter revisions took between 14 to 17 months; the
recommended timeline for the new CRC would
be nearly 21 months.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St., holds two services of Holy Eucharist
each week, at 8 and 10 a.m. All are invited to the
church hall for coffee and conversation after the
services. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Cub Scouts, Mondays, 5:30
p-m.; Fellowship Café (Memory Workshop),
temporarily on hiatus; Buildings and Grounds
Comumittee, first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Cof-

fee Hours, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts,
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Vestry, third Thursdays, 7
p-m.; Building Networks International, Fridays,
7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall.

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook,
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Osten to Meet with Residents

State Sen. Cathy Osten (D-19) will hold a
‘town hall-style’ meeting at Douglas Library, 22
Main St., on Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 4-6 p.m.

The purpose of the meeting is to hear from
constituents in advance of the 2024 legislative
session, which begins Feb. 7 and concludes
three months later, on May 8.

Osten — who is Senate Chair of the budget-
writing Appropriations Committee — invites the
public to attend and discuss public policy issues

of importance to them and the state.

“I'm pleased we ended last session with a bi-
partisan budget and a bipartisan tax cut. But
there are always issues on people’s minds, and
I'd like to hear what my constituents have to say,”
Osten said.

The 19th Senate District includes Hebron
and Marlborough, as well as Columbia, Frank-
lin, Lebanon, Ledyard, Lisbon, Norwich and
Sprague.

7

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
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Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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- Digital X-rays
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Council Moves Ahead with Environmental Evaluation

By London Brazal

The Environmental Protection Agency es-
timates that there are over 400,000 brownfield
sites in the United States and East Hampton is
no stranger to abandoned land caused by pollu-
tion from industrial use. For the past 20 years,
the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency, origi-
nally the Brownfield Revitalization Steering
Committee, has been evaluating the unutilized
sites to draft future usage.

In a study published in 2015 by engineer-
ing firm Fuss & O’Neill, 23 properties within
the Village Center were identified as potential
brownfield sites. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) described these sites as proper-
ties that are difficult to expand, redevelop or
use again because of the presence or potential
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant or
contaminant.

In November, the council accepted the DECD
Office of Brownfield Remediation and Develop-
ment grant. The town’s Brownfield Redevelop-
ment Agency applied for a grant of $200,000 to
remediate 13 Summit St. and 1 Watrous St. as
well as the vacant parcels at 13 Watrous St. and 3
Walnut Ave. The funding helps the agency cover
environmental evaluations for future determi-
nation of demolition or other uses. Following
this motion, the Brownfields Redevelopment

Agency conducted interviews with four firms
for environmental site assessments, remedial
action plans and site reuse assessments. One
firm had the best qualifications and was pre-
sented to the Town Council.

At the Town Council meeting on Tuesday,
the members were asked to consider the recom-
mendation of approving VHB of Watertown,
Mass., for environmental evaluation services.
The motion passed unanimously. This grants
the company to work with the Brownfields Re-
development Agency and town staff to develop
a scope of services and a cost proposal for the
first phase of the work for the four properties
noted prior. The proposal would return to the
council for approval.

The town has received the state Depart-
ment of Economic Community Development
grant and a grant from the EPA amounting to
$700,000. The funds are meant to cover three
phases of environmental assessments, hazard-
ous building material assessments, remediation
planning, and reuse planning for each of the
four properties. The other purpose of the grants
is to assist with the projects to make a signifi-
cant economic impact on the respective com-
munities in the future.

Councilman Jordan Werme suggested an
open line of communication with the town’s

East Hampton resident Lynn Minnick, a
real estate agent at Carl Guild & Associates,
has been named the brokerage’s Real Estate
Agent of the Year for 2023.

Since joining Carl Guild & Associates, Min-
nick has consistently gone above and beyond
to help her clients achieve their real estate
goals. She is known for her extensive knowl-
edge of the local market, attention to detail,
and excellent customer service. She is also a
valued mentor in the brokerage, helping new
agents become successful in their careers.

“Lynn is an asset to our team and we are so
proud to have her as our Real Estate Agent of
the Year,” said Carl Guild, owner of Carl Guild
& Associates. “She truly deserves this recogni-
tion and we know she will continue to excel in
the years ahead”

Minnick was recently honored at a special
ceremony held by Carl Guild & Associates,
where she was presented with a plaque and
prize. She will also be featured in the firm’s
marketing materials and online platforms.

“It’s such an honor to be part of our broker-
age,” said Minnick. “Our brokerage has cre-
ated this amazing culture of support, collabo-

Local Real Estate Agent Honored

Carl Guild and Lynn Minnick
ration, and commitment to giving back to our
local communities. It means so much to have
received this award and be a part of this team”
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Clean Energy Task Force because there is poten-
tial for solar money. Councilman Jack Solomon
echoed that statement, he said that the state
has a financial advantage for using solar on the
brownfield sites.

Redevelopment History

Since its creation in November 2003, the
Brownfields Redevelopment Agency has made
significant changes over the years.

At 103 Main St., the land was historically
known as the site of the Gong Bell Manufactur-
ing Company.

With the support of EPA brownfields fund-
ing, an assessment was conducted and pin-
pointed four potential areas of concern on the
property. In 2011, efforts to clean up the site
involved tearing down the remaining struc-
ture, leveling the ground, moving contaminated
soil to another location on the site and placing
a barrier to prevent substances from passing
through beneath a layer of clean fill material.
The area was later paved and transformed into
a public parking lot next to the town library and

the senior center.

Another significant change was the former
Metal Allied Finishing building at 10 Summit
St. In 2012, the land was sold and redesigned
for commercial use. It now operates office space
with a couple of apartments on the upper level.
Along the same level, the old Bell Town Clean-
ers and Laundry at 97 Main St. remained vacant
and in disrepair for several years. In 2014, the
building underwent extensive renovation and
has been in operation as Pos Rice & Spice, a
popular Thai/Chinese restaurant, ever since.

Over time, the Agency has been working to
enhance the work of East Hampton’s Economic
Development Commission, Planning & Zoning
Commission and other land use boards. Its goal
is to offer residents and business owners a com-
plete vision for redevelopment in the Village
Center and remediate the contaminated sites.

The next Brownfields Redevelopment Agency
meeting is on Monday, Jan. 22, at 6:30 p.m. at
Town Hall.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Masks are encouraged, but not required. Visit
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a
$3 donation is requested.

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thurs-
days, 1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.;
Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via
Zoom; Yoga with Kitch: Wednesdays through
Feb. 21, 1 p.m. (started Dec. 27; fee is $20);
Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shannon:
Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. -- Bring projects to share
and work on together; Tai Chi: Thursdays,
10:30-11 a.m.; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15
a.m. Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. — let the
center know in advance if you plan to attend;
Mahjong: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon - call also to
put your name on a list if interested in learning
how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m.

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts:
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday,
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Groups meet in-person
or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Womens Group
(WWW): First and third Mondays of each
month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to meet
others and share resources.

Line Dancing by Video: Begins Tuesday, Jan.
16, from 10 a.m.-noon.

Stretch and Balance Classes: Wednesdays
and Fridays beginning Jan. 17, from 9:30-10:30
a.m.; classes continue for 10 weeks. Cost is $50
for the session.

Design and Create: This craft session will
take place Thursday, Jan. 18, at 1:30 p.m.

Family Tree: Friday, Jan. 19, 10:30 a.m. Ken
Doney, East Hampton resident, will discuss the
‘how to’s of family tree research. Bring your own
electronic device to start your journey.

EAST HAMPTON SOCCERCLUB

Registration Is Now Open

RE1-12-24
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Blood Pressure Screenings: Monday, Jan. 22,
starting at 12:30 p.m., at the senior center.

Makeup for Mature Women Forum: Mon-
day, Jan. 22, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Learn how
to create your own unique makeup style with
a professional makeup artist. Explore products
and tools and participate in demonstrations.
Cost is $10. Bring your own makeup if possible.

Chatham Health Chat: Tuesday, Jan. 23,
10:30 a.m. The Chatham Health District will
visit and provide a free informational discus-
sion on eye health.

Trips: Connecticut River Museum Train
Show Exhibit: Wednesday, Jan. 31, departing at
11 a.m. Lunch at Morina Restaurant in Haddam
will be followed by a visit to the museum fea-
turing a fully operational 30-foot train layout,
“I Spy” scavenger hunts, a gift shop and more.
Cost is $14 and includes transportation.

The Connecticut Flower Show: Thursday,
Feb. 22, at the Connecticut Convention Center,
Hartford. Depart at 10 a.m. and return at 2 p.m.
Cost is $19 and includes transportation. Lunch
is on your own at the event. Register in advance
at the senior center.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you
before the drop-oft to let you know the cost of
the groceries. You can write out a check for the
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton.
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your
door and pick up the check in a prearranged
designated spot.

Police News

12/29/23: David Lafave, 19, of 78 Skinner St.,
was arrested and charged with reckless driv-
ing, failure to obey a stop sign, driving under
to influence and driving without a license, East
Hampton Police said.

1/1/24: Gordon Lafave, 21, of 1074 Portland
Cobalt Rd., Portland, was issued a summons for
failure to have proper tail lamps and driving a
motor vehicle with a suspended license, police
said.

From Jan. 1-7, officers responded to 15 medi-
cal calls, six motor vehicle accidents and six
alarms, and made 17 traffic stops, police said.

EHMS Volleyball

Registration

East Hampton Middle School student/ath-
letes in grades seven or eight who are interested
in playing for the boys or girls volleyball teams
can register at FamilyID.com. Athletes must
have a physical within a 13-month period in or-
der to participate.

Registration is limited to the first 60 girls.
Deadline for registration is Monday, Jan. 28. For
more information, call EHMS athletic director
Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.
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The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all
advertising copyis correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility
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Shorthanded Bellringers Continue to Battle

By Josh Howard

Injuries and illness have not been kind to the
boys basketball team at East Hampton High
School this winter, but the Bellringers have per-
severed.

On Jan. 3, the Bellringers suffered a 70-43
home defeat at the hands of conference rival
Cromwell, yet the final score only told part of
the story.

East Hampton was without starter Jadin Saw-
yer (illness) and then lost all-conference guard
Brady Lynch to an injury in the first quarter.

Following the loss, head coach John Antolini
referred to his team as “young and emerging.”

“Every game we have improved up to this
point,” added Antolini. “Turnovers will dictate
how well we play every game and we had a cou-
ple too many turnovers tonight, but otherwise
without the turnovers we hung with them for a
bit. Cromwell played well and deserved to win,
but honestly I am not upset with this one.”

Cromwell freshman Ben Symecka hit six
three-pointers, leading all scorers with 20
points, and reigning Shoreline Conference
(SLC) Player of the Year Victor Payne shined on
both ends of the court as the visiting Panthers
used an up-tempo approach to score 22 of the
first 28 points.

But even without the services of Sawyer and
Lynch - who account for 35 points per game on
average — the Bellringers battled back to nar-
row the margin to 10 after scoring the final half
dozen points of the opening quarter.

Austin Cuthbertson and Declan Russell led
the surge in the first quarter, combining to score
10 of the team’s 12 points. Russell assumed the
lead role in Lynch’s absence, scoring the final
four points of the quarter on a baseline jumper
in the closing minute and a layup to beat the
buzzer.

Russell, a sophomore, finished the game with
12 points.

“[Declan] really stepped up when Brady went
out,” noted Antolini. “He did a nice job leading
the team and did a really amazing job overall”

Freshman Bryson Milton led the team with
13 points, 10 coming in the second half.

Antolini said that Milton has the right combi-

Dean’s List

Jillian V. Lockwood of East Hampton, a stu-
dent in the College of Arts and Sciences at the
University of New Haven, made the university’s
fall 2023 Dean’s List.

Lockwood is working on a Bachelor of Arts
degree in interdisciplinary studies with a con-
centration in graphic design and photography.

Winter Harvest
Farmers Market

There will be a Winter Harvest Farmers Mar-
ket every Wednesday through March 27, from
5-8 p.m. each week, at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201
West High St.

There will be fresh local produce, dairy, eggs,
and baked goods, all from a consistent lineup of
local farmers and artisans. Check out the mar-
ket’s Facebook and Instagram pages (@Winter-
HarvestMarket) for more information.

Technology Tutoring

Sessions

Middle Haddam Public Library, located at 2
Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam, will offer One-
on-One Technology Tutoring Sessions with
members of the East Hampton High School
Interact Club on Tuesdays, Jan. 30, Feb. 13 and
Feb. 27, from 3-6 p.m.

Sign up for your individual session in advance
by calling or emailing the library and bring your
cell phone or tablet to the session.

To register or request more information,
email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.com or call
860-267-9093.

. BROTHERS OIL
Since 1978~ COMPANY

860 289-9468 + 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
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= .BrothersOQil.
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WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!

nation of “size and ability”

“As with any freshman he is learning the
game and adapting to the game speed and find-
ing his shots, but rebounding-wise he has been
outstanding,” added Antolini, who is in his third
year leading the program.

With no seniors in the starting lineup and a
roster with only two seniors in general, Antolini
is counting on group that is learning to play to-
gether on the fly.

The good news is that the experience the
team is gaining now will pay dividends later in
the season and beyond.

Forty of the team’s 43 points against Crom-
well were scored by players slated to return next
season.

“We got off to a little slow start and it took
us a while to adjust, but the kids played their
butts off,” noted Antolini. “Honestly there a lot
of positives. We rebounded well at times and we
penetrated well at times, just shots weren't fall-
ing and that has been difficult for us all year at
this point”

Following the loss to Cromwell, the budding
Bellringers rebounded with consecutive wins
over North Branford and Hale Ray, improving
to 4-5 overall.

On Jan. 5, they rallied to beat the Thunder-
birds in North Branford. Playing without Lynch
and down 13 points in the first half, Russell (18
points) led a comeback. Sawyer returned to the
lineup, posting 11 points and nine rebounds.

Three nights later, the team returned to
EHHS and beat Hale Ray 56-53 behind 19
points from Russell. Milton added 14 points and
11 rebounds.

The wins marked the second time this sea-
son that East Hampton has won back-to-back
games, also defeating Valley Regional and Can-
ton on consecutive nights (Dec. 19 and 20).
Lynch combined for 44 points in the December
wins.

Antolini said the key to a successful second
half of the season will be the team’s ability to
mesh, along with an added emphasis on re-
bounding.

“They are gaining some trust in each other,
Antolini said about his team. “We're still learn-

President’s List
Hannah Zimmitti of East Hampton made
the fall 2023 President’s List at Southern New
Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Sunday services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St., are
held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study precedes the
services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. Church
pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan.

Free Spaghetti Dinner: Wednesday, Jan. 17,
at 5 p.m., in the parish hall. All are welcome.

East Hampton’s Declan Russell is defended by Cromwell’s Keanu Gomez during the Bellring-
ers loss to the Panthers on Jan. 3. Russell, a sophomore, scored 12 points in the loss and then
scored 37 points over the next two games, both wins.

ing where each person is going on court and
they’re still learning their key spots and finding
the right spots on floor, but it’s coming together”

East Hampton next travels to Old Saybrook

tonight (Friday, Jan. 12) at 7 p.m. for the first of
a pair of road games before returning to EHHS
next Thursday, Jan. 18, at 5 p.m., for a border
battle with Portland.

On Saturday, Jan. 13, at 11 a.m., author Sta-
sha Healy will give a talk on her book Secret
Connecticut: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful,
and Obscure at East Hampton Public Library,
105 Main St. The talk, which will be held in
the community room, is part of the Cabin Fe-
ver History Series organized by the Chatham
Historical Society and co-sponsored by the
library.

Did you know that Connecticut has a
Stonehenge, a safari park, and America’s
smallest Native American reservation? Healy
scoured the state and discovered 84 places and

Travel Author to Speak at Cabin Fever History Series

stories that she collected in Secret Connecti-
cut. In her illustrated in-person presentation,
you'll find out about the Connecticut resident
who was technically president before George
Washington, who inspired the character of In-
diana Jones, and who flew before the Wright
Brothers.

To register to attend the book-reading, call
860-267-6621 or register online at easthamp-
tonpubliclibrary.org. For more information,
contact Chatham Historical Society member
Marty Podskoch at 860-267-2442 or pods-
koch@comcast.net.

K
s
¢ ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS!!!
X We need your home to help make
. buyers’ New Year’s resolutions

;ausnmn |€UTO
CALL :860-267-7140

Refurbished Batteries
All Makes & Models
6 Month Warranty

RS Fans, Fowler's Auto Wrecking
- Belltown Recycling

$45.00 - $55.00
$15.00 Core Charge

RE1-12-24

RE8-14-20

STARR AUTO

Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 OR 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

of buying a home come true!

RE11-6-20
—

Schedule your
appointment at:

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com  Glastonbury, CT 06033

2790 Main Street

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com

EAST HAMPTON

FAMILY DENTAL

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

Personalized Dental Care

Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings

« Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures

« Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)

- Preventive & Conservative Treatment
« Open Evenings for Convenience

- Emergency Same Day Appointments
- Flexible Payment Options

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

860-267-9904

RE3-26-21

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com



Page 12

NEWS BULLETIN ¢ January 12, 2024

East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton

The Knights of Columbus St. John Paul II
Council 6190 at St. Patrick Church will hold
their semi-annual spaghetti and meatball
dinner Friday, Jan. 26, from 4:30-7:30 p.m., at
the church parish center, located at 47 West
High St. In case of inclement weather, the
dinner will be Friday, Feb. 2. Take-out and
dine-in meals will be offered.

Meal prices are $13 for adults and $12 for
seniors. Children 5 and under eat for free.

Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner

The meal will include a salad, bread, des-
sert, coffee and a punch drink. Canned soda
and bottled water will be available for $1.
Proceeds will support local charitable pro-
grams. The Knights of Columbus will also
collect non-perishable food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank.

Contact Jim Radavich at 860-319-9288 or
email jradavich@yahoo.com for additional
information.

Capstone Grants Available for EHHS Students

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion is accepting applications from East Hamp-
ton High School juniors and seniors for two
$200 grants to support two East Hampton High
School Capstone projects.

The grants will help support the students
proposed Capstone project, a multifaceted as-
signment that serves as a culminating academic
and intellectual experience for students. Cap-

stone projects may take a wide variety of forms
including a long-term investigative project that
culminates in a final product, presentation, or
performance.

Applicants will be invited to present their
Capstone Project idea to commission members.
Deadline to apply is Feb. 1. Visit www.artsfore-
asthamptonct.org for an application or pick one
up at the town manager’s office at Town Hall.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library
will be closed Monday, Jan. 15, for Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day.

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!:
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children
ages 18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs:
Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years;
Baby Rhyme Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for
ages birth to 24 months, and their caregivers.

DIY Days: Grades K-8: Superhero Cape:
Saturday, Jan. 13, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Activities
available while supplies last. No registration re-
quired.

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Grades 1-5:
Saturday, Jan. 13, 2-3:30 p.m. Join us for free
play on our Nintendo Switch. All skill levels
welcome. This month, play Super Smash Broth-
ers Ultimate (rated E 10+).

Ready to Read Book Club: Wednesday, Jan.
24, 4:30-5:30 p.m., for grades K-2. Share your
favorite early reader books and play games to
improve literacy skills. Registered participants

will receive a book to take home. This month’s
book is Pizza and Taco: Who's the Best by Ste-
phen Shaskan.

All About Art!: Wednesday, Jan. 17, 10:30
a.m., for ages 18 months to 5 years. Explore pro-
cess art with your child using a variety of dif-
ferent techniques and materials. Drop-ins and
siblings welcome.

Teen Programs: Exam Prep & Plan: Tues-
day, Jan. 16, 6 p.m., for grades 9-12. Find a quiet
space to study alone or with friends. Snacks pro-
vided. Put together an exam survival kit to help
you succeed.

Dungeons & Dragons: Wednesday, Jan. 17,
5:30-7:30 p.m., for grades 8-12. No previous
playing experience required. The library will
provide basic, fifth edition characters; all sup-
plies included.

Adult Programs: Book Club: Tuesday, Jan.
16, 6:30 p.m. Remarkably Bright Creatures will
be discussed. Copies are available for checkout
at the circulation desk.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Jan. 19, 11
a.m. Drop in for coffee or tea, a breakfast treat,
and bookish banter. Get a sneak peek at new re-
leases, find out what’s popular, and chat about
what everyone is reading.

LibrarYoga with Amie Meacham: Saturday,
Jan. 20, 10:15 a.m. This is an hour of gentle yoga
for adults in the Community Room. All levels
welcome; bring your own mat if you have one
and wear comfortable clothes.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev.
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are in
session. The Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard and Emi-

ly Vick lead the group, which meets at 9:55. New
students welcome. Contact neelrichard16@
gmail.com for information/dates, as classes are
sometimes rescheduled.

Cobalt Lodge Service: All are invited to at-
tend the brief service at Cobalt Lodge immedi-
ately after church on Jan. 24.

Bible Study: Wednesdays at 6 p.m., via Zoom,
led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn. Contact her
at bobette@kahn.com for further information.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

Congregational Church News & Notes

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org.

Church school classes meet every Sunday.

The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30
a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters

and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m.
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Joint Worship for Congregational Churches

Second Congregational Church of Middle
Haddam and Haddam Neck Congregational
Church will hold joint worship services during
January at 10:30 a.m. Sundays in Middle Had-
dam, at 52 Middle Haddam Rd., Middle Had-
dam. Coffee hour follows the services, in the
church’s Fellowship Hall.

On Jan. 14, guest preacher will be the Rev.
John Shaw of Southbridge, Mass. Shaw has pro-
vided pulpit supply for local churches in the
greater Massachusetts area and served as an in-
tern for United Church of Christ and American
Baptist churches. He holds a Bachelor of Science

Teen Game Night
at Epoch Arts

Epoch Arts is joining up with The Portal in
Manchester and offering a teen game night
Friday, Jan. 26, from 7-9:30 p.m., at Epoch, 27
Skinner St., East Hampton.

Teens in grades six and up are invited to
come hang out, eat some food, listen to music
and play some games. There will be a variety
of board games plus DDR, and Bryan Raddatz
from The Portal in Manchester will head up the
night.

Admission is $10. For more information, visit
www.epocharts.org. And for more information
on The Portal, visit www.theportalct.com.

degree in education and a master’s degree in ed-
ucation, as well as a Master of Divinity degree.
On Jan. 21 and 28, guest preacher will be the

Rev. Suzy Rivera of Farmington. Rivera has pas-
tored with several churches in Texas and cur-
rently serves with the Friendship Service Center
in New Britain, a nonprofit organization that
provides services to people in poverty, center-
ing on homelessness.

All are welcome. Visit www.haddamneckcon-
gregationalchurch.org for more information.

Dean’s List
Tyler Seifert of East Hampton made the fall
2023 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire
University in Manchester, N.H.

Spring Soccer Registration

Registration is now open for the East Hamp-
ton Soccer Club’s spring season, for both the
Recreational and Travel Leagues. Visit tinyurl.
com/sxzyf5fn to register. Registration deadline
is March 3.

Recreational Program offerings are: Pre-K
(ages 3-5), Kindergarten, Juniors (grades one
and two), Seniors (grades three-five).

The Travel Programs are U8 (Birth Year 2016)
and up.

Volunteers are needed for Travel and Rec
League teams. Contact the club if interested.

Amy Meisner was diagnosed with MS in 1997. For someone

who has always danced, MS would seem like the end. But

for Amy, it means the start of a new chapter. She’ll never

leave the floor, still dances from her wheelchair, and is a

great choreographer. Embracing Amy’s undying passion, the

National MS Society teamed up with LaTonya Swann to create

an entirely new and inspired dance experience through

virtual reality. See their experience and find out how you can

share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org.

Together We Are Stronger.

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society
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By London Brazal

After the long holiday season, schools start
to approach the midway point of their year. At
Monday’s Board of Education meeting, local
principals reported events and programs that
they said showed success.

Memorial School Principal Joey Bauer ex-
plained the school’s new program, the Memorial
Cheetah Council led by Assistant Principal An-
drea Montovani and Smart Start teacher Stacey
Gibson. The council is dedicated to providing a
voice for third-grade students and enhancing
the school community. Students prepared and
read speeches to their peers expressing why they
were ready to take on leadership roles. Since
November, the students have handled morning
announcements and helped brainstorm upcom-
ing events.

Earlier in the school year, the school col-
lected over 300 pairs of socks and donated them
to East Hampton Social Services for commu-
nity members in need. This month, first-grade
teachers launched a 100th day food drive. By
the 100th day of school, currently set for Feb. 6,
their goal is to collect 1,000 items to donate to
people in need.

At Center School, Principal Chris Sullivan
summarized many opportunities for the fourth
and fifth graders. Students participating in the

annual Invention Convention recently turned
in their “Intent to Invent” forms. The students
meet with advisers in the coming weeks and
the public can see the final presentations on
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at the Center School Gym-
nasium.

Students are participating in the Scripps
National Spelling Bee. The school final will
be held at the end of January and the winner
will go to the Connecticut finals hosted at the
University of St Joseph in March. The school is
also continuing its partnership with the Con-
necticut River Salmon Association. Last week,
a few hundred salmon eggs were dropped off.
Students began to chart the temperature of the
Salmon River and match the rising temperature
in the tank. By mid-April, the students release
everything into the Salmon River.

Middle School Principal Christina Amaral
shared about a youth leadership training hosted
by the SAVE Promise Club, a program through
the Sandy Hook Promise. Students at the mid-
dle school and high school worked to brain-
storm activities that could be implemented in
the future.

With half of the school year left, eighth-grade
students start to prepare their capstone projects
and work with the high school to connect about

Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles
Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on
any program, email middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com
or call 860-267-9093. The library’s P.O. Box
number is 123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m.

Fill a Bag Book Sale: During January, bring
a bag or take one of the library’s and fill it with
as many books and DVDs as you can, for $1.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experi-
enced and new players welcome.

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, em-

Middle Haddam Public Library News

broidery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga.
Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Satur-
days at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Regis-
ter at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Introducing Pilates: Thursdays at 6 p.m,;
started Jan. 11. Cost is $10 per class. To reg-
ister, call 203-592-4448 or email abstit@sbc-
global.net.

Introducing Yoga for Kids: Fridays at
10 a.m. starting Jan. 12. Cost is $12 for each
child/caregiver pair. Children who are walk-
ing up through age 5 are welcome. Space is
limited. Email kmarshall0227@yahoo.com or
call 860-638-9097 to register.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. Communion
will be served.

Stewardship Dinner: Saturday, Jan. 13, 5-7
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn
to help explain the meaning of the message
topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades

Be prepared, /
not scared.

Considering the number of disasters that have occurred in the past
decade, chances are you'll experience some sort of emergency.
Between school, sports and other activities, chances are you won't

be with your kids when it happens.

Ready.gov/kids has the tools to make preparing easy and even fun,

50 your kids can feel...

ad

Ready

Go to

www.Ready.gov/kids

and talk to your family today.

K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship
service. The theme is “Friends with God”” A tod-
dler nursery is also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are wel-
come.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in
the Music Room. The study is on “Fruits of the
Spirit”

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

the available courses and electives. For the cap-
stone projects, this year’s topics range from
hands-on projects to outreach and educational
ventures. Some examples include analyzing the
impact of artificial intelligence in society, re-
storing and building a dump truck, training a
dog and fundraising for a specific cause. Presen-
tations will be held in May.

At the high school, Principal Eric Verner
described how it was a busy time for students
with midterm exams next week. The National
Honors Society will be offering tutoring ses-
sions to help fellow students. Counselors and
student ambassadors met with the freshman
class this week to offer study tips and good hab-
its to prepare for a successful week. The high
school guidance department remains busy as
they work with eighth graders to review offer-
ings and with the junior class as they begin their
postsecondary planning.

Superintendent Focus Group and Survey

The East Hampton Board of Education en-
courages involvement from both the school
community and the wider public in the search
process for a new superintendent of schools.
Mary Broderick, a consultant working with the
search committee, will conduct a survey and a

Sandy Hook
P

IMISE

-

East Hamptbn Middle School and East Hampton th School last month hosted

Mid-Year Updates from the Public Schools

series of focus groups over the next few weeks in
January. The objective is to assess the commu-
nity’s views regarding the qualities, experiences
and characteristics they seek in a new super-
intendent. Students, teachers, administrators,
staff, parents, town officials and community
members are welcome to participate.

Feedback gathered from the research will be
integrated into a leadership profile. This pro-
file will serve as a guide for the East Hampton
Search Committee in the selection of top-tier
candidates who align most effectively with
the requirements of the East Hampton Public
Schools.

“We encourage the community to be a part
of this important process and look forward to
incorporating the results of their participation
into the Search Committee’s work,” said Chair-
man of the Board of Education, Nancy Kohler.

Community members will be able to offer
feedback during a Zoom meeting the board will
hold Thursday, Jan. 18, at 6 p.m.; to join, use
the meeting ID 4381110381. In addition, the
anonymous survey will be available until Jan.
26 at surveymonkey.com/r/EastHamptonSupt.
For more information or any questions, email
boardofed@easthamptonct.org.

' L

the SAVE Promise Club Youth Leadership Training.

Belltown Students Learn SAVE Leadership

On Tuesday, Dec. 5, East Hampton Middle
School and East Hampton High School host-
ed the SAVE Promise Club Youth Leadership
Training.

It was a day in which the SAVE Promise Club
staff members and students shared ideas and
activities that each club has done over the last
year. The schools in attendance gained knowl-
edge of other schools’ activities that are being
implemented around the country.

In partnership with Sandy Hook Promise,

John H. Porter, Esq.

the SAVE Promise Clubs are youth-led orga-
nizations that encourage young people to take
charge of keeping their friends, schools, and
communities safe. The schools collaborated to
share ideas and brainstormed new activities that
could be implemented within their respective
schools.

East Hampton Public Schools said they would
also like to thank the East Hampton VFW for
donating their room and supporting the efforts
of the SAVE Promise Clubs.

Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“The older you get the
more you realize that

kindness is synonymous

with happiness.

— Lionel Barrymore
(April 1953)

Barber-Law-Firm.com
P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424



Page 14

NEWS BULLETIN ¢ January 12, 2024

Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland

s e

The annual Chill for Changé will

% R E et -3
return Feb. 10 at Jobs Pon

A

will be handed

d. Awards

out that day for Best Team Theme. Pictured here are a previous year’s winners of that
award - the members of Team Nun-Brr One.

‘Chill for Change’ Coming Soon

All are invited to join Middlesex YMCA and
Camp Ingersoll for the tenth Chill for Change
on Saturday, Feb. 10, at Jobs Pond. At 1 p.m.
that day, folks will take dip in the icy waters to
raise money for scholarships for YMCA Camp
Ingersoll.

The goal for this year is a record of $35,000
raised, with over 70 jumpers. All funds raised go
directly to supporting camp scholarships. Sign
up and create a team at campingersoll.org/chill-
for-change, and then ask friends, neighbors, co-
workers and family members to either join your
team or support your jump by donating online.

In the first nine years, the Chill for Change
raised over $130,000. Last year, YMCA Camp
Ingersoll, along with the support of individual
donors, jumpers (over 65 last year), community,

and sponsors Redi Rooter, Primesource, Butler
Construction, raised over $30,000, in the most
successful Chill yet. Over 400 campers have
been able to attend camp because of the funds
raised at the Chill for Change.

Donate, register as a single jumper, or reg-
ister a team at Camplngersoll.org. All jump-
ers must preregister. Awards are given for Best
Costume, Best Team Theme, and Biggest Piggy
Bank (most funds raised). The individual who
raises the most money will receive a certificate
for a free session of camp. This certificate can be
used for your own family, or gifted to anyone
you know.

Contact Ben Silliman at bsilliman@midymca.
org or 860-342-2267, or search ‘YMCA Camp
Ingersoll’ on Facebook.

Sunny Hill Preschool is holding an Open
House for prospective parents and students
from 4:30-6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17 (snow
date Jan. 24). The preschool is located in the
Educational Wing of Zion Lutheran Church at
183 William St.

Bobbi Teva is the director and head teacher
of the program. She has more than 25 years
of experience in early childhood education,

Preschool Open House

having worked in a variety of programs before
coming to Portland.

Attendees at the open house will be able to
meet Teva and the teachers, as well as tour the
facility.

For more information or to RSVP, email
Teva at sunnyhillpreschool.ct@gmail.com or
call 860-342-2860 ext. 12.

The Lives of Quarry Workers in the 1800’s

Portland resident Mary Dickerson will pres-
ent a program, “The Irish and the Portland
Brownstone Quarries: 3 Stories,” at the Portland
Historical Society’s annual meeting on Sunday,
Jan. 28, at 7 p.m., at the Waverly Senior Center,
7 Waverly Ave.

Dickerson plans to follow the lives of three of
her descendants — her great-great-grandfather,
Hugh McManus, her great-grandfather Richard
Dillon, and her great-great-uncle John Dillon;
each is an Irishman, but each has a different ex-
perience and assimilation into life in Connecticut.

Dickerson has gathered a collection of quarry
memorabilia, photographs of their homes in

Student Completes
Research Project

At Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worces-
ter, Mass., all undergraduates are required to
complete a research-driven, professional-level
project that applies science and technology that
addresses a societal need or issue.

Cassandra Zimmerman of Middle Haddam,
a member of the Class of 2025 majoring in civil
engineering and mechanical engineering, com-
pleted a project titled “Accessibility in Panama
City, Panama”

ADVERTISERS
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Ireland, England and Scotland as they made
their journey here, and personal possessions
that have been passed down that portray their
lives and the differences in their wealth and sta-
tus in the community. At the conclusion of her
presentation, there will be time for questions
and answers.

After a brief meeting when the society’s 2024
Executive Board will be elected, the program
will begin. Refreshments will be served. The
program, an effort to help community members
gain an understanding of Portland’s early his-
tory, is open to the public and free of charge.

Kindergarten

Registration
Valley View School is holding Kindergar-
ten Registration for the 2024-25 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will
be 5 years of age on or before Sept. 1,
2024, should contact Valley View School at
pgross@portlandct.us to indicate if you will
be registering your child for kindergarten.
Please provide your child’s full name, date of
birth, phone number and address.
Further information regarding kindergar-
ten registration will be provided once you
contact the school.

Like us on

Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

From the First Selectman’s Desk

Dear Residents of Portland:

I trust this letter finds you and your family in good health as we embark on the new year of
2024. At Town Hall, we are diligently working on various projects, both new and ongoing. I am
pleased to provide you with a brief update on our recent endeavors.

School Facility Survey: A heartfelt thank you to everyone who participated in the recent
school facility survey. We received an overwhelming response, with over 1,000 residents shar-
ing their valuable insights. This data will play a crucial role in shaping the long-term plan for
our schools. The results of the survey will be presented by Great Blue Research at a Special
joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and Board of Education on Wednesday, Jan. 17, at
6:30 p.m., in the Buck-Foreman Community room, 265 Main St. The meeting will be accessible
online via Zoom and streamed on YouTube. Please visit portlandct.org for the links.

Fire Chief Transition: As of Jan. 1st, we bid farewell to Fire Chief Bob Shea, marking a transi-
tion in leadership for the Portland Fire Department. Congratulations to our new fire chief, Rob
Puida, who brings over 14 years of dedicated service, including four years as deputy chief. I
have full confidence that Chief Puida will excel in leading our fire department. A sincere thank
you to outgoing Chief Bob Shea for his over two decades of service to the town.

Senior Center Bus: Last week, we celebrated the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Town’s
brand new 12-seater, ADA-accessible bus. This acquisition was funded through the American
Rescue Plan and will replace and aging part of our fleet that was well past its useful life cycle.
Our new bus will greatly enhance the mobility of our seniors.

Brownstone Avenue: Progress continues on the remediation of our town-owned property
along Brownstone Avenue. All areas of 284 Brownstone Ave. have been successfully remedi-
ated, and our contractor, ECR, is in the final stages of removing the remaining contaminants
offsite. Later this spring, the town plans to issue a Request for Proposal (RFP) for private de-
velopment of this parcel.

Online GIS System: We are excited to announce that Tighe & Bond has been awarded a
contract to develop a new town-wide Geographic Information System (GIS). This system will
empower residents to view parcel data in a more detailed and user-friendly manner. It is part
of a trio of technology upgrades coming to the Land Use department, including full record
digitization and online permitting.

Should you have any questions or comments, please feel free to reach out to me via email
at rcurley@portlandct.org or by phone at 860-342-6715. Office hours can be scheduled by ap-
pointment or by stopping by Town Hall.

Sincerely yours,
Ryan J. Curley
Portland First Selectman

Every year, thousands of adults finish their high school
diplomas, butthey don't do it alone. If you're thinking of
finishing VOLL.lf_high school diploma, you have help. Find
teachers and free adult education classes near you at
 FinishYourDiploma.org.
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Local Bagpiper Participates in 135th Rose Parade

By London Brazal

A local bagpiper flew across the country to
participate in the annual Tournament of Roses
Parade on New Year’s Day, with musicians from
different countries.

Coreyanne Armstrong, 47, traveled to Pasa-
dena, Calif., to march with the Pipes on Parade,
in the 135th Rose Parade. The five-and-a-half-
mile parade on Colorado Boulevard takes about
two hours and thirty minutes to complete. Arm-
strong marched with the international ensemble
with over 100 performers from Australia, Can-
ada, Northern Ireland, Scotland and the United
States. She was one of the youngest in the group
of pipers. “It was such an amazing opportunity
and everyone did so well,” said Armstrong.

The ensemble was the largest massed pipe
band to enter the Tournament of Roses Parade.
The group consisted of bagpipers, highland-
style drummers and drum majors dressed in
full Scottish regalia. In addition, 16 highland
dancers showcased the classic dances of Scot-
land.

Throughout the parade route, the band never
stopped performing as the drums would con-
tinue with cadences between sets. Early in the
procession, groups entered “T'V Row” where gi-
ant cameras film the parade and stream across
the United States. There, a man dressed in a
classic white suit directs the bands to play for
about 10 minutes straight. Armstrong is used to
performing for long times as her gigs can last
up to four hours. She has done carnivals and re-
naissance fairs but Armstrong said, “Youre so
exposed in the middle of the road, it was crazy.
It didn’t amount to other large performances
I've done”

Armstrong flew out five days before the pa-
rade to start rehearsals with Pipes on Parade. In
contrast to the school marching bands partici-
pating in the parade, this collaboration required
remote and individual practice sessions for
preparation. Armstrong said this was the largest
challenge since they had little time to prepare.
Pipes on Parade also performed at Bandfest at
Pasadena City College on Dec. 30 and enter-
tained thousands more at Disneyland on New
Year’s Eve.

Bandfest is an opportunity for the musical
ensembles to perform in front of each other.
Armstrong said a majority of the groups were
university bands and were not familiar with pip-
ers. She described her group’s marching style as
“distinctive” since the musicians will move to-
wards the audience and the drummers will spin
around.

The way Armstrong got involved with the en-
semble was odd. She happened to be in Edin-
burgh, Scotland when a person took a photo of
her and posted it in a Facebook group. A mem-
ber of the Pipes on Parade saw the photo and
reached out to ask if Armstrong was interested
in performing. Though she missed some dead-
lines, she was able to join.

To Armstrong, participating was a bucket-list
item, and was fortunate to have the opportunity
to take part. However, since it was costly, she
is content with doing it once and recommends
anyone to do so. If she were asked, she would
love to help more on the instructive side.

Armstrong was originally introduced to bag-
pipes when she was young. Her father joined a
pipe band during college and would bring the

KoC Free-Throw Tournament

The Portland Freestone Council 7 Knights of
Columbus will hold its annual youth basketball
free-throw event at the Brownstone Intermedi-
ate School (BIS) gymnasium, 314 Main St., on
Friday, Jan. 26 at 7 p.m.

Town girls and boys age 9 through 14 are
eligible to participate; registration forms will be
provided for parents to fill out. Each participant

will get 15 free throw attempts from the foul
line. Top finishers per gender and age group will
receive medals. They will also be allowed to ad-
vance to state championship competition.

Those playing on travel teams or Parks &
Recreation leagues are encouraged to attend.
Chairperson John Bruni (860-342-0881) can be
reached for more information.

W Arbors

family to different events. “Instead of Disney on
Ice we would go to Renaissance Fairs and listen
to bagpipes,” added Armstrong. Seventeen years
ago, her father was visiting and said she should
try to play. Now, Armstrong has traveled exten-
sively and teaches solo students as a full-time
bagpiper. She is a Grade 2 piper in the Eastern
United States Pipe Band Association and helps
lead the Talcott Mountain Highlanders in Sims-
bury.

This month, many of her gigs are for “Burns
Suppers,” a celebration of the life and poetry of
the poet Robert Burns. The bagpiper will greet
guests and pipe in the haggis, Scotland’s nation-
al dish. Traditionally, a cook brings the food out
on a large platter as the bagpiper leads the way
to the host’s table.

The end of February through March is an-

other busy time for Armstrong while celebrat-
ing St. Patrick’s Day. A few gigs throughout the
week turn into back-to-back performances. The
bagpipes have brought on some unconventional
shows like performing on a hot air balloon, on
top of double-decker buses and even on a ski
lift. She is fortunate to have her husband drive
her to gigs so she can work on music in the car.
Also, as a mom of eight, she gets a lot of help
from her older children.

Armstrong invites people to check out her
house concerts that she hosts regularly to pro-
mote Celtic music. Tomorrow, Jan. 13, Rats in
the Attic will perform at the Jarvis House at 422
Main St. Twenty-dollar donations are accept-
ed at the door but tickets should be reserved
through Eventbrite. More information can be
found on Facebook at Coreyanne.Armstrong.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.,
is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donation Info: The senior center
asks that residents not leave Food Bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the Food Bank
is open. The Food Bank is open Mondays and
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior
center does not need any donations directed to-
ward the senior center. People are asked to only
leave donations for the Food Bank, and only
during food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Center
Closed for Martin Luther King Holiday; Tues-
day: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., making
fleece teddy bears for cancer patients — dona-
tions are sought of light fleece, one yard or more,
for making bears (to donate, call 860-342-0809);
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.
Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.;
SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social
Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the second
and fourth Wednesday, multipurpose room.
Thursday: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit &

Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble,
1 p.m. Friday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

UConn Nutritional Cooking Class: Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, 10:30 a.m. Seating limited; call Sar-
ah or Alexis to register at 860-342-6761.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on
the first Monday of each month (note: if that
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week).

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested.
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Thursday. The delivery usually
takes about an hour. For full details, call Alexis
at 860-342-6761.

Tatiana & Bill Geist

860.805.8710 | 860.839.3186
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Independent Retirement Community & Assisted Living

THE MICHELLE COLLINS TEAM

AT BERKAHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES NEW ENGLANC

We are always hiere when you need us!
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Attention Seniors & Loved Ones:

Come for lunch...
learn a bunch!

Thursday, January 25™
11:30am - 1:00pPm

|
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Come meet staff and residents of Arbors
of Hop Brook, an Independent Retirement
Community & Assisted Living. Listen to
testimonials from old and new residents.

Please RSVP by 1/22/24 £ 2 | R <
to Mary at 860-533-2524. o e o

SPACE IS
LIMITED!

Wishing you a Happy New Year filled
with cozy homes and frosty delights!
As the snowflakes fall, may your dreams
rise and shine in 2024. From our team to
your family, here's to a year of warmth,

wonder, and wonderful homes!

A portion of our commissions goes to helping people close to home.
Call us today to learn how your real estate transaction can have real impact.

2790 Main Street | Glastonbury | 06033
tatianaandbill.bhhsneproperties.com
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CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
860-533-2524 | arborsct.com

COME VISIT OUR COMMUNITY
403 W. Center St., Manchester, CT 06040
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‘Last Man Standing, Portland Official to Retire After 50 Years

By London Brazal

Portland’s technology coordinator David
Kuzminski is retiring, completing a distin-
guished career in town that spanned over five
decades. In that time, his responsibilities shifted
constantly and Kuzminski found himself busy
with town and national programs.

His last day is Friday, Jan. 19.

Kuzminski started at Town Hall in the sum-
mer of 1974, originally with the highway de-
partment. Later on, the foreman of the water
department asked him to do some part-time
work. Throughout his high school and college
years, water meters would be left on a bench and
Kuzminski would rebuild them over the week-
end. Interestingly enough, Kuzminski pursued
a degree in music. He attended Berklee College
of Music and graduated from the Hartford Con-
servatory.

After receiving his bachelor’s, Kuzminski
landed a teaching job at the Loomis Chaffee
School in Windsor. He continued to work 20
hours a week with the water department until
the first selectman at the time gave him the op-
tion of, as Kuzminski recalled it, “full-time or
no time” With a child on the way, Kuzminski
agreed to work full time, saying it would only
be a “few years”

When he first started, there were five people
in the water department. “T'm the last man
standing,” said Kuzminski in reflection. As the
longest-tenured employee, he can be considered
the town’s historian. Residents will ask ques-
tions and he can explain why past decisions
were made. Going through many different ad-
ministrative changes, Kuzminski described how
he would miss the people the most when he re-
tires.

In the water department, Kuzminski said he
did all. He operated hoses, installed water me-
ters and new systems, repaired leaks and much

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

860.931.2351

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Colchester Dental Group

Personalized Financial Options Available.
Pre-pay and Senior Discounts or Low Monthly Payments through CareCredit. S

more. He also became a Certified Distribution
Operator and Cross Connection Inspector. He
eventually became the town’s water conserva-
tion coordinator, and, 25 years ago, he tran-
sitioned to becoming the towns technology
coordinator. “It was by default,” Kuzminski de-
scribed. “People would have technology ques-
tions and say, ‘Give it to Dave.”

On a larger level, Kuzminski participated in
several commissions and boards. He served on
a national water committee under the Environ-
mental Protection Agency with 12 people across
the country. Each meeting was in a different
geographical location and Kuzminski repre-
sented small municipalities. At the state level, he
worked with the American Water Works Asso-
ciation (AWWA) as the chair of the Connecticut
Section.

Among numerous accomplishments, Kuzmin-
ski is also a recipient of the George Warren Fuller
Award presented by the AWWA. Awardees are
selected for their “distinguished service to the
water supply field in commemoration of the
sound engineering skill, the brilliant diplomatic
talent and the constructive leadership.”

The Town-Tech Program was developed by
Kuzminski in 1991 as a partnership between
Portland High School and the Town of Port-
land. It was designed to create an opportunity
for students to engage in local government ac-
tivities while working on projects that would
contribute to cost savings for the town.

In 2009, Kuzminski also collaborated with
the state Department of Public Health and
Gateway Community College to develop a cur-
riculum for a high school course titled Water
and People. The class aimed at introducing se-
niors to potential career paths in the water sec-
tor. Recognizing the growing workforce short-
ages resulting from increased retirements, he
found a need to offer students hands-on experi-

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist ACCREDITED in Cosmetics by the AACD and has served as their president.

79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Free personalized consultations

Trust our capable team for your
Medicare needs

Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

HealthCare
sociates

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

RE5-26-23

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

ence to stimulate their interest in water-related
careers. The course was taught at Portland High
School and Bloomfield High School. An expan-
sion of that course is Water Boot Camp where
students could learn and earn. Between 10 and
13 students would tour water departments and
then express interest in a specific area. For two
weeks, they would learn about the position and
then work for another two weeks.

When describing some challenges, Kuzmin-
ski used the metaphor of the “grey tsunami”
where older adults are starting to retire leaving
industries with major gaps. “The average age
for a water operator is 53, stated Kuzminski.
Much of his passion comes from sharing oppor-
tunities with younger people and creating work
succession, which is described as the process of
selecting and developing talent to ensure the
continuity of critical roles.

What’s Next

Kuzminski described his career as “go-go-go,”
since he frequently had more than one job at a
time. Slowing down is not quite in the cards and
calls his retirement “a pivoting moment.”

During his career with Portland, Kuzminski
also founded The ConnValley School of Music
and Dance on Main St. which recently celebrat-
ed 40 years. There, he set up a podcast studio
that people can rent and continues to give guitar
lessons. In general, he is excited to devote more
time to the school. Shortly after his last day, he
will be flying to California to attend the NAMM
Show, an annual event for music shop owners
organized by the National Association of Music
Merchants.

Furthermore, Kuzminski plans to take his
podcast, Careers You Didn’t Know About: The
Future of the Water and Waste Water Industry,
on the road. For the last year and a half, he has
interviewed people in the water industry to hear
about their day-to-day responsibilities. By tak-

David Kuzminski

ing it national, he will have an opportunity to
further promote the vast opportunities. The ul-
timate goal is to send episodes to high school
guidance counselors since many students get
involved in the industry by word of mouth.

In the next week, Kuzminski is checking off
the final boxes on his to-do list. In his reflec-
tion, he lightly noted how it’s time for somebody
else to take over. “Portland is such a support-
ive community; described Kuzminski. “I want
them to keep looking out for their own?”

George M. Mantikas, DMD

"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
www.drmantikas.com ¢ 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers ¢ Crowns ¢ Bridges
Dentures ¢ Extractions
Root Canals e Laser Dentistry
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio — Century 21 AllPoints Realty

47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
*%2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
*%2016 — 2017 — 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 — 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348  Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Gznlunle

ALLPOINTS REALTY
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PVED Pancake Breakfast

The Portland Volunteer Fire Department
invites everyone to an All-You-Can-Eat Pan-
cake Breakfast Sunday, Jan. 14, from 7-11
a.m., at Engine Company No. 1, 7 Middlesex
Ave,, right behind the Post Office. (Note: the
breakfast was scheduled for last Sunday but
was postponed due to snow.)

The breakfast will feature sausage, all-you-
can-eat pancakes (chocolate chip, regular,
blueberry), and assorted beverages. Cost is $8
for adults and $4 for children.

PVFD will also have ceramic pancake cof-
fee cups for sale, featuring the PVFD logo and
a cartoon character squirting syrup on a stack
of ‘cakes. The mugs are $20, and each time
you return to one of the monthly breakfasts
with the “clean” cup, PVFD will subtract one
dollar from your breakfast total.

For more information or to be placed on an
email notification list (there is also a sign-up
list at the door), call Wayne Mergel at 860-
759-6921.

Vocal Chords Seek Tenors, Basses

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords , un-
der the direction of Samuel Tucker and accom-
panied by a 10-piece orchestra directed by Alan
Dougherty, is looking for men and women to
enhance their growing tenor and bass sections.

There are no auditions and no experience
necessary, and you do not have to be affiliated
with Middlesex Health in order to join. Re-
hearsals begin Tuesday, Jan. 16, from 6:45-9
p.m., at St. Francis Church, Msgr. Fox Parish
Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, for the upcoming

May 4, at Portland High School. New members
will be accepted through Feb. 4.

Proceeds from the concerts and MHVC’s an-
nual patron drive are given back to the commu-
nity in the form of scholarships given to Mid-
dlesex County high school seniors planning on
majoring in nursing or music.

For more information, visit on the web at
vocalchords20.org or call 860-342-3120. The
group can also be found on YouTube and Face-

book.

Concert Coming... Tony Rome and his band The Excuses will kick off their 2024
World Happiness tour in Rome’s hometown of Portland on Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2
p-m., at Concentric Brewing, 91 Main St. It is a free show, to benefit Portland Food
Bank. Any donations can be sent to or dropped off at the food bank, 7 Waverly Ave.
The band will perform two sets. Pictured are Rome, right, and guitarist Eddie Misenti

spring concert, which will take place Saturday,

First Congregational Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland, a.m. and to stay for the Epiphany Star Celebra-

tion.

located at 554 Main St., will now celebrate the
arrival of the Three Kings on Sunday, Jan. 14,
with an Epiphany Star Celebration.

Epiphany is also known as the Twelfth Day
of Christmas, and is a time of celebration and
jubilation throughout the world. In many plac-
es, Epiphany begins a season of celebrations
that culminates the day before Ash Wednesday,
which marks the beginning of Lent.

Since the worship service for Jan. 7 was can-
celed due to inclement weather, the celebration
will be held Jan. 14.

At First Church, Epiphany will be marked
by a festive celebration when the congregation
gathers for refreshments, music of the season,
and the arrival of the Three Kings during cof-
fee hour following the Sunday morning worship
service. All are invited to attend worship at 10

The Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring a
“Mardi Gras Fest” on Saturday, Feb. 3, from 9:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m. The event will include authentic
New Orleans food, music, a bake sale and candy
booth. Valentine gift items, handmade photo
cards, and a basket raffle featuring themed bas-
kets filled with gifts and treats. In keeping with
the mission focus this church is known for, a
portion of the proceeds from the Mardi Gras
Fest will be given to the Portland Fuel Bank.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday,
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or Istchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com
for more information.

At Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP,
You get more than a lawyer.
You get a law firm.

ATTORNEY JOHN D. MAXWELL

RESIDENT ATTORNEY

42 E. HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON
OFFICE:(860)267-2044 OR CELL:(860)402-5159
bpslawyers.com
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

Loyal, Dependable Service and
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!

Ranked #1 for 2022 of SOLD in total
for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia,

30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248  Colchester, Coventry and Andover

(860) 228-8512 « www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Protection fo r Your
BUSINESS, HOME, AUTO & MORE!
-~y
Y
www.GerhardtInsurance.com
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

(860) 537-4661
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOELS PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT « 860-537-2455

THE BEST FIRESIDE DINING AROUND!

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT ¢ BAKERY

and| Paﬁb.’
3 DAYS, 3 WAYS TO SAVE

Looks like a really good week to eat at Sadler's.
Treat yourself and bring this ad in for these savings:

TUESDAY take 20% Off your entire dinner bill

WEDNESDAY $10 OFF $50 or $20 OFF $100
THURSDAY take 20% Off your entire dinner bill
(Above specials Jan.16-18, after 4pm) online use code 3DAYS

Beats the heck out of cooking at home!

61 north main street, marlborough 860.295.0006

tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

EATATSADLERS. COM
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Champions
Karate
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Karate Class

- For Kids & Adults

CLASSES 6 DAYS A WEEK!

contact us today!

199 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT
He860-531-4786
t: ChampionsKarate47@gmail.com

©®Champions Karate
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Middlesex United Way is currently seeking
grant applications from new organizations to
fund work in Middlesex County - including
Portland and East Hampton - that falls within
established “impact areas” of racial equity & in-
clusion, education, financial stability, housing,
wellness, and youth development.

Applicants must be a 501(c)(3) or have a fis-
cal sponsor that is a 501(c)(3). Funds are re-
stricted for work serving the communities and
constituents of Middlesex County. Middlesex
United Way Community Impact Grant funds

Call Today!
(860) 228-8512

30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

RE1-5-24
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Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur
Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad

DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and itz
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers crackers in a brown cognac sauce

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meathalls sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - /s« your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Wednesday is
Pasta Night!

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
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(B8 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland « (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER
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United Way Seeks Grant Applications

cannot fund capital expenditures, scholarship
programs, or any third party or contract. All
grant funds must be spent on the intended pur-
pose. Eligible organizations can apply for $5,000
- $30,000. Applications are reviewed and scored
by volunteers and staff.

Applications open Jan. 19. The last day to re-
quest an application review meeting is March 8,
and the last day to submit a final application is
March 29.

To register or learn more, email Madison
Baranoski, Director of Community Impact, at
madison.baranoski@middlesexunitedway.org.

Christmas Tree Pick-U

The town Department of Public Works is
holding its annual Christmas Tree Pick-Up
through Friday, Jan. 19.

Residents may place their trees at the curb or
edge of the road for pickup. Residents may also
bring their trees to the transfer station on Sand
Hill Road; permit required.

Enhancing with
Native Plants

On Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 7 p.m., at The
Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., the Portland
River-Valley Garden Club will welcome Peter
Picone, a DEEP wildlife biologist, who will pres-
ent an educational program on ways to create
and enhance wildlife habitat in your surround-
ings through the use of native plants.

All are welcome to attend; light refreshments
will be served.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-
ety of programs for adults and children. For a
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is
required.

Drop-In Basketball: Mondays (for women)
and Tuesdays (for men), 7:30-9 p.m., through
May, at Portland Middle School.

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9
a.m. Masks are optional. A recording of the ser-
vice is posted to YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m.
Bulletins for the service are posted each week at
zionlutheranportland.org.

All are welcome to all worship services and
special events. For more information or if in
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860,
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Dean’s List
Aaron Johnson of Portland made the fall
2023 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire
University in Manchester, N.H.

\ CIGAR NIGHT
i \%‘ \Monday, Feb. 12*" 6pm

4 course meal with
red and white wine pairings

Course 1
Chalk Hill Russian River Valley
Chardonnay (2020) PAIRED WITH
Roasted Red Beet Salad with
walnuts, apple, feta cheese and
balsamic vinaigrette

Counge 2 N
Meiomi Pinot Noir PAIRED WITH
Lobster Ravioli sautéed
with sun-dried tomatoes,
hot peppers & asparagus
in a parmesan blush sauce

Courge 3
B.R. Cohn Cabernet PAIRED WITH
140z Ribeye with parmesan
risotto and grilled zucchini

Courge Y
Ruffino Brut Rosé PAIRED WITH
Tiramisu or Chocolate Mousse
finished with an orange jam

100/persorzl + tczw

RESERVATIONS NEEDED

39 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT

(860) 430-2184
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Trinity Episcopal Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds
Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church
School.

On Fridays from 2-4 p.m., the church is open
for prayer and meditation, and there is a gath-
ering in the church office for Anglican prayer
beading at the same time. No prior beading ex-

perience is required.

For more information, the church’s calendar
of events, to donate, or to listen to past sermons
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have
prayer requests, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

St. Mary Church News

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located
at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call
Antonelle for an appointment.

Other Programs: For information on faith
formation programs, baptisms, blessings of
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office.

Bereavement Support Ministry: Newly
formed Bereavement Support Group every
second Monday of the month. All are wel-
come. Next meeting is Monday, Jan. 8 at 6:30
p.m.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit or
call 860-342-6770. The library is also on Face-
book and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: The
library will be closed Monday, Jan. 15, for Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day.

Read and Recycle: Saturday, Jan. 13, 10 a.m.-
noon. Friends of the Portland Library will col-
lect gently used, books, DVDs, CDs and puzzles.
Donations help support library activities.

All-Ages Winter Writing Challenge: Cumu-
latively, if everyone writes at least 50,000 words,
the library will have met its goal and one writer
will get to pick a book to add to our collection.
Decide on your personal word count goal for
the month of January and register yourself on-
line (or stop in to the library to pick up a track-
ing form), then stop in to share how far you've
gotten or share your writing word count with us
all month long.

Winter Reading Challenge for Kids - Read-
ing is Fun Any Way You Slice It: Runs through
Friday, March 1. This year’s theme is Pizza. Visit
the library and get a pizza tray to hang on our
bulletin board. Each time you check out mate-
rials in January and February (up to once per
day), you'll receive a slice to color and add it to
your pizza. Once you've added eight slices and
have a full pizza, you will have completed the
challenge and will win a small prize.

Youth Programs: LGBTQ+ Social and Sup-
port Groups: Teens are invited to social meet-
ups at the library on the first Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. Support groups will meet
on the third Wednesday of the month, with a
parent and caregiver support group running
concurrently in another room at the library. For
more information, contact Jenn Renk at 860-
342-6770.

Let’s Explore Italy: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m.,,
Jan. 18 and Feb. 1, 15, and 29, for grades 3-5.
“Paint” the Sistine Chapel like Michelangelo,
make mini pizzas, make “exploding” volcanoes
and draw your own Mona Lisas.

Turtle Power Teamwork! Thursdays at 3:30
p.m., Jan. 11 and 25, and Feb. 8 and 22, Grades
K-2): Get inspired by Raphael, Leonardo, Do-
natello and Michelangelo, and work together
to complete challenges and earn a new colored
bandana each week.

Read to a Therapy Animal: Lucy: Saturday,
Jan. 13, 10:30 a.m.-noon. The library announc-
es a new partnership with Middletown High
School’s animal ambassador program. Once a
month, the library will have a therapy animal
on-site to serve as a reading buddy. Kids be-
tween the ages of 6-12 can sign up for a 15-min-
ute appointment. Reservations required and
space is limited.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit: Carol Ingram’s

Student Completes
Research Project

At Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worces-
ter, Mass., all undergraduates are required to
complete a research-driven, professional-level
project that applies science and technology that
addresses a societal need or issue.

Lucas Varano of Portland, a member of the
Class of 2025 majoring in mechanical engineer-
ing, completed a project titled “Finding Pur-
pose: Backpacking in Panama.”

“Art that is Felt” exhibit runs through Feb. 1.

Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Jan. 16,
1 p.m. Motherless Brooklyn by Jonathan Lethem
will be discussed.

Get the Buzz on the Bees: Thursday, Jan. 18,
6 p.m. Mark Gostkiewicz from Tri Gable Lea
Farm in Colchester will present info on starting
a hive for the spring, the types of hives, bee sup-
pliers, and more.

Portland Writers’ Group: Saturday, Jan. 20,
1 p.m. The library is thinking about starting
a writing group in Portland. All are invited to
join local author Mary Maki to share what they
would like to see at the library.

Writers’ Café: Thursday, Jan. 25, 6 p.m. At
this drop-in café, the library will provide warm
beverages; you bring whatever you need to write
to help the library “sprint” to the finish line in
its community writing challenge. The first hour
will be quiet writing time (6-7 p.m.), and then
folks can use the final 30 minutes (7-7:30 p.m.)
to chat about their project.

February Art Exhibit Reception - Jennifer
Hart: Snowpaintings: Saturday, Feb. 10, 1 p.m.
Hart says “Snowpaintings are an original style of
painting created in snowstorms that begin with
falling snow on canvas.” The Friends of the Port-
land Library group is sponsoring the reception.
The exhibit runs Feb. 3-28.

[4)
Quealty Used

BRC

Aute & Truck
Farts

« Construction & Demolition Debris

www.BelltownRecycling.com

X Roll Off Dumpster Services

15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

Call about our 1 week

« Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture, dumpster special!
Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more) 860-267-7140 -

« Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris 24 0ld Coach Road g

- We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum p

East Hampton, CT 06424

) 5 A ras |
e v Bon ot crydag®

Fourth-grader Arlo Anzellotti, left, and fifth-grader Christian Quesnel are the local
winners of the 2023-24 Fire Prevention Poster Contest.

Fire Prevention Poster Contest Winners Named

Portland Fire Marshal Raymond Sajdak has
announced Arlo Anzellotti and Christian Ques-
nel are the local winners of the 2023-24 Fire Pre-
vention Poster Contest. This year’s theme was
“Fire Prevention - Everyone/Everyday”

Arlo is a fourth-grader at Gildersleeve School,
and Christian is a fifth-grader at Brownstone In-
termediate School. Arlo’s teacher is Jennifer Mar-
tinez, and Christian’s teacher is Elizabeth Baio.
The art teacher is Patricia Allen.

Both Arlo and Christian will receive checks for
$75 and move on to the county level. Two county
winners from each grade will then be chosen
from this selection. The state winner’s poster will
be used to promote fire prevention throughout
Connecticut and will be the Official State Poster.

All winning posters on the county level will be

1Classifieds!
' Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen & The
Rivereast News
Bulletin

Email your
Classified Line
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

and call with
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Fl

Prompt Delivery
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VISA
—

CT Reg # HOD. 596

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans
Service Contracts

Automatic Delivery

(860) 342-2969

exhibited at the state capitol during the month
of October. The county winners will be awarded
a $150 check, and the state winner will receive
a $750 check. In addition, a matching grant will
be awarded to the state winner’s school in the
amount of $500.

The Connecticut Fire Prevention Poster Con-
test is a cooperative effort of the Office of State
Fire Marshal, the Connecticut Fire Marshal’s As-
sociation, Connecticut Fire Chief’s Association,
Connecticut Department of Energy & Environ-
mental Protection, State Board of Education, and
the Connecticut Fair Plan (representing the in-
surance industry).

Sajdak thanked all teachers for their assistance
with the contest, as well as all fourth- and fifth-
grade students for their participation.
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THE PROBLEM IS SERIOUS

IT’S COMPLEX AND CONTENTIOUS
IT NEEDED TO BE SOLVED YESTERDAY
Open Space Technology (OST) is an incredibility

simple, yet challenging, methodology that
releases humanity’s ability to self-organize.

For thirty years I have used OST to assist
individuals and organizations achieve
immediate actionable solutions.

Join Elwin Guild in a two day exploration
of OST as a professional practice.**

The program is February 27 and 28
from 10:00am to 3:00pm in Portland.

The fee is $225 and includes lunch
and refreshment and User’s Guide.

Enroll: OSTPORTLAND @GMAIL.COM

**Attendance is limited to ten persons
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TD Bank Robbed

By Michael Sinkewicz

Police are searching for a suspect who stole
over $7,000 from a Colchester bank last Fri-
day, Jan. 5.

On Tuesday, First Selectman Bernie Denn-
ler said there was not an update to share with
the public regarding the case.

According to state police, at around 6 p.m.,
last Friday, troopers responded to a 911 call
from TD Bank, located at 64 Norwich Ave —
in the center of Colchester — for a reported
bank robbery.

Police stated that the suspect was a light

skinned male in his 30’s, approximately 6 tall
and 225 pounds, wearing a black face cover-
ing, a black North Face hooded jacket, black
jeans, and black and white sneakers.

The suspect demanded money from an em-
ployee and took off with over $7,000, police
stated.

The Eastern District Major Crime unit is
overseeing the investigation. Anyone with
information should contact Detective Patrick
O’Brien at 860-896-3233 or Patrick.].Obrien@
ct.gov.

Ahavath Achim News

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud
class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on
Zoom; call for link.

Wednesday: Hebrew, 2:30 p.m., Jewish Lit-
eracy, 3:30 p.m.

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live

and on Zoom - Shabbat; Saturday morning, 10
a.m., live and on Zoom - Shabbat service.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken
Alter’s Facebook page; Ask the Rabbi and Jewish
Trivia are also featured.

For more information, or a link for services
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Parks & Rec News & Notes

Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following programs and events.
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec.
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepaloosa: Fridays, Jan. 26, Feb. 23 and
March 22, from 6-8 p.m., at Town Hall. Cost is
$25 per team. Register as a team or a single (you
will be placed with others).

Ukulele Lessons: For ages 11 and up. You
need your own ukulele. Mondays or Wednes-
days, Jan. 22-Feb. 14, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. each
week, online via Zoom. Fee: $80/residents, $85/
non-residents.

Men’s Open Gym Basketball: Tuesdays
through March 26 (no basketball Feb. 20), at
William J. Johnston Middle School. Must be 18
or older to play. Fee: $75/session per resident,
$80/session per non-resident.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave.,
has announced the following. Unless noted,
registration is required for all programs. For full
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911,
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Monday, Jan. 15: Senior center closed for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Tuesday, Jan. 16: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Book Club; 12:30
p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo.

Wednesday, Jan. 17: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meetup at the
Airline Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit; 11 a.m., The Piano Bar Lun-
cheon; 1:30 p.m., Line Dancing.

Thursday, Jan. 18: 9 a.m., Exercise w/Ann;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga;
noon, Chair Massage; noon-3 p.m., Senior Ben-
efits Counseling; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m.,
Knit & Crochet.

Friday, Jan. 19: 10 a.m.,, Sit & Be Fit video,
Card-Making; 10:15 a.m., Across the Ages;
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1 p.m.,
Tech Time with Harry; 1:30 p.m., Bingo; 2 p.m.,
Ham Radio.

Potluck Pie Party: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 11 a.m.
Celebrate National Pie Day by sampling assort-
ed pies. Sign up to make a pie and bring it in on

BUYING GOLD} Lf

AND OLD COINS/CURRENCY/JEWELRY

this day. Don’t want to make a pie? Come and
have pie for a cost of $3/person.

Cultivating Happiness in the New Year:
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 10:30 a.m. Look at what
happiness is and ways you can build a happi-
ness toolbox to bring more purpose and peace
to your life. The program is free, but registration
is required.

Makeup for Mature Women: Tuesday, Jan.
30, 9:30 a.m. Celebrity make-up artist and edu-
cator Joby Rogers will show people how to cre-
ate a look that suits their personal features and
skin tone and explore must-have products and
tools for their own make-up collection. Rogers
will evaluate your personal make-up products
and answer any make-up questions you may
have. Cost is $15/person. Space is limited.

Courageous Dissent: Wednesday, Jan. 31,
1 p.m. Jan. 27, 2024, has been assigned by the
United Nations as International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. CSC member and author
Kim Bingham will discuss his book Courageous
Dissent. The book tells the story of Bingham’s
father, Hiram (Harry) Bingham IV, who dur-
ing the early days of the Holocaust defied his
government’s restrictive immigration policies
by running an underground railroad out of his
villa in France. This is a free program, but regis-
tration is required.
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Facebook
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Fundraiser for Robotics Team

Bacon Academy’s robotics team, Team 1699,
is holding a collection drive fundraiser Satur-
day, Jan. 20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Bacon, 611
Norwich Ave.

Team 1699 is collecting gently-used house-
wares, textiles, small counter appliances and
home goods. Items include:

Clothes: mens, women’s and childrens
clothes, coats, shoes, scarves, handbags, wallets,
fashion accessories, belts, backpacks, etc.

Household Textiles: bedding, comforters,
blankets, sheets, towels, linen, tablecloths, cur-
tains, pillows, etc.

Small Household Goods: kitchen items (such
as pots/pans, dishes, silverware, glasses, serving

pieces and hand-held appliances), home deco-
rative items, knick-knacks, toys, games, and
small electronics

Books: paperback, hardcover - all genres; no
encyclopedias or textbooks please.

Use bags for clothes and textiles and tightly
pack boxes of small household goods. Separate
books from household goods and media. All
items must be clean and in sellable condition.

Collected items will be sold to Savers, and the
robotics team will be paid directly.

The goal is to collect $1,000 worth of items.
For more information, email team1699savers@
gmail.com.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday.
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated
information is also on the church’s Facebook
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from

September through June. Children in grades
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church
website for more information and to register for
Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Christian Life Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the
livestream. For more information, call Pastor
Don Rivers - the church’s bi-vocational pastor,
who also serves as president for “Racing with
Jesus, Inc.” — at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

CORE Commission
to Honor MLK

The CORE Commission will celebrate
the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. with
a community reading Saturday, Jan. 13, at
10 a.m., at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Lin-
wood Ave.

A variety of local leaders and residents
will read and share their experiences on
how they have applied King’s teachings in
their own lives. All are invited to attend.

On it.

Ending racial injustice requires all of us
to work together and take real action.
What can you do to help?

Educate yourself about the history of American racism,
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives
who are committed to racial justice.

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!

+All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
+0cean & River Cruises

+European Tours
+Eco Adventure Tours

SINCE
1994

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.

Community Bible Study and Prayer:
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is
an open discussion on how God fits into your
life.

Dean’s List
Logan Hubbard of Colchester made the fall
2023 Dean’s List at Husson University in Ban-
gor, Maine.
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LOGAN RYAN WITH LEO AND JULIUS: ADOPTED 2014 AND 2018.
They're a little bit of & lot of things, but they’re all pure love.

,@ THESHELTERPETPROJECT.ORG
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Finance Director Placed on Administrative Leave

By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester Finance Director Mary William-
son has been placed on paid administrative
leave until further notice, intensifying the un-
certainly for a department already under sig-
nificant stress.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler III confirmed
the information this week with the Rivereast,
but declined to elaborate on the circumstances
the led to Williamson’s absence.

In the official notice sent to Williamson on
Dec. 28, Dennler stated that the town “learned
of allegations regarding your conduct involving
purchases made which circumvented the nor-
mal budgeting and purchase order process.”

There were also “a number of allegations”
relating to “deficiencies in the Finance Depart-
ment.”

“The Town treats matters of this nature very
seriously,;” Dennler wrote.

Williamson will be relieved of her responsi-
bilities while an administrative investigation is
conducted, according to the town’s notice.

While the timeline of the investigation is un-
clear, Williamson’s removal represents a major
disruption during a challenging and disorderly
period for the Colchester Finance Department.

Accordingly, during its meeting last week on
Jan. 4, the Board of Selectmen (BOS) unani-
mously approved the creation of a new deputy
director of town finance. This week, Michelle
Marceau, an accountant for Colchester Public
Schools, was selected for the role, and will of-
ficially step up as the acting director of finance
in Williamson’s absence.

Marceau is also a former employee of the
Town’s combined municipal-Board of Educa-
tion finance office before it was bifurcated in

2022.

During a phone call this week, Dennler said
that Marceau brings “valuable experience” and
“institutional knowledge” — something he said
has been missing from the department.

“We don’t have to keep reinventing the wheel,”
Dennler said.

Maggie Cosgrove, the town’s former chief
financial officer who retired in June 2022, was
added to the finance department last summer as
a consultant and continues to be on the payroll.
Dennler did not comment on whether the town
considered or approached Cosgrove about tak-
ing over as the active director.

At the BOS meeting, Dennler stressed the
urgency behind devising a deputy director, not
shying away from the reality that the individual
would need to be hired immediately and would
promptly begin leading the department.

“It’s possible in the future, they may end up
the finance director;” he told the board, but em-
phasized that currently that position is not va-
cant. “We don’t want to pre-judge outcomes in
that area”

Details surrounding the finance director’s
leave of absence remain limited. Dennler simply
stated at the meeting that there was a “broader
situation” that “cannot be discussed in public
setting”

But he added that without an active director,
the finance department was effectively “para-
lyzed” and unable to perform essential func-
tions, including paying the town’s bills.

Because the position is entirely new, the
funding is not included in the current munici-
pal budget. Still, Dennler reiterated the impor-
tance of acting quickly.

Members Sought for Honor Guard

Members are sought for the Colchester Veter-
ans Honor Guard.

The Honor Guard was established in 2004
in association with the Connecticut National
Guard to provide military funeral honors for a
veterans families and friends. Since its forma-
tion, the Colchester unit has performed at more
than 2,900 honors ceremonies. In 2023, they
participated in over 225 military honors cer-
emonies.

The 20-member unit is actively looking for
veterans to become members, so that it can con-
tinue to provide funeral honors to all deceased

Provost’s List

Cierra Caron of Colchester achieved a perfect
4.0 GPA during the fall 2023 semester, earning
a spot on the Provost’s List at Hofstra University
in Hempstead, N.Y..

Caron’s major is psychology.
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veterans. The Colchester Honor Guard meets
the first and third Tuesdays of every month
from 7-8 p.m. in the Veterans Room of the Col-
chester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave. The
next meeting is Jan. 16.

Most funeral honors are performed between
9 am. and 2 p.m. Monday to Saturday. So if
you're available to give a few hours during the
week or weekends, you're invited to stop by one
of the Tuesday meetings.

Contact Al Letendre at 860-917-9391 or le-
tendrej@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Dean’s List
Chelsea Kranc of Colchester made the fall 2023
Dean’s List at Simmons University in Boston.
Kranc is in the graduate program at Simmons,
where she is studying for her master’s degree in

social work.
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“I do not believe that we can solve the pickle
that we're in if we do not do something on this
front,” he told the board.

The town recently completed a long overdue
financial audit report for the 2021-2022 fiscal
year — nearly a full calendar year after it was
originally required. The 2022-23 audit was then
due Dec. 31, but the town requested a six-month
submission extension.

The finance department is under pressure to
work within that window, as the state Office of
Policy and Management (OPM) has warned the
town it would likely be penalized.

“Failure to produce a timely submission for
another year would constitute a ‘second trigger’
that could put Colchester on a path toward state
oversight,” Dennler wrote in a Facebook post
last month, adding that OPM said their meeting
with the town should be treated as a “red flag”

Dennler has asserted — prior to Williamson’s
leave of absence — that the audit will be submit-
ted on time.

“I believe that six months is a reasonable
amount of time to get this audit completed,
he previously told the Rivereast. “I'm confident
we'll deliver”

Beyond the audit report, Dennler announced
last week that there were “serious discrepancies
between [department head’s] internal track-

ing of spending and the MUNIS reports made
available to Board members each month”

Because of the “many unknowns” with the
town’s financial reporting, Dennler implement-
ed a soft spending freeze, further complicating
the town’s situation.

With the new position, the BOS decided to
amend the title from deputy finance director
to deputy director of town finance; the posi-
tion of finance director will also change to di-
rector of town finance. Selectman Rosemary
Coyle explained during the meeting that while
the finance director is a non-union position, it
got convoluted because there was previously
(before the departments were bifurcated) a po-
sition with the same title who reported to the
chief financial officer.

Williamson, meanwhile, was unanimously
appointed by the BOS in February 2022 to take
over the role.

At the time, then-first selectman Andreas Bis-
bikos said she was “an intelligent and hardwork-
ing individual with over 16 years of experience
overseeing projects in financial and accounting
operations for financial markets, risk manage-
ment, and corporate finance management.”

Williamson has worked for the Texas Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services as a re-
gional financial services manager.

The Colchester Stop and Shop, located at 99
Linwood Ave., has chosen Colchester Giving
Garden to be the recipient of its Community
Bag Fundraiser for the month of January.

For each reusable bag purchased at the Col-
chester Stop and Shop this month, one dollar
will be donated to the Giving Garden.

In just a few months, volunteers will begin
planning the new growing season, and all
are welcome to join in. The garden is an all-
volunteer-run vegetable garden that donates
all of its fresh produce to the food insecure

Giving Garden Fundraiser

in the community and to area soup kitchens.
This past season, the Giving Garden donated
over 2,360 pounds of food.

In March, the Giving Garden will hold an
information night at Cragin Memorial Li-
brary, to kick off its 12th growing season. The
date will be announced here in the Rivereast
and also on the garden’s Facebook page. For
more information or to be on the garden’s
email list, email colchestergivinggarden@
gmail.com.

front porch, huge rear deck. Finished
loft attic with bath. Finished LL as
well. Granite SS kitchen. Family rm into living
rm w/ HW. Oversized 2 car, large shed and more.

2.5 bath 1450 sf townhome
complete w/ 1 car garage.
Partially finished lower level, central air and
fireplace. Move right in!

Please join us in
welcoming our new
Physician Assistant
Pamela Frappier
who will be seeing

patients in our Colchester location
starting November 21st.

We offer full scope Obstetrics & Gynecology, Midwifery Care,
Contraception & Family Planning, Menopause Management,
Pre-conception Counseling, Infertility, Colposcopy/ LEEP,
In-Office Surgery, Robotic Surgery, 3D Mammography
AIUM Accredited In-Office Ultrasound

OUR PROVIDERS ARE:
Daniel S. Welling, M.D. « Lawrence Arky, M.D.

Aziza Omrani, M.D.

Lydia Lormand, DO

Ariel Herron, CNM ¢ Jaime Liebig, CNM
Mary Guinan, CNM e Virginie EKlund, CNM

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

OUR OFFICE IN COLCHESTER

The early stages
of communication

RE1-12-24

e -' [ oriers e easter 121 Broadway, Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
COLCHESTER $299,900 NORWICH $259,900 LD S UL 8
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floor plan, solid bones and
mechanicals, quiet private
1.5+ acres. 2 hours to NY and
Boston, close to amenities.

h/w floors, open floor plan.
Quiet, private neighborhood,
flat level back yard. Great P
bones, solid mechanicals. 3 Generous sized

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve

— ADDITIONAL OFFICE LOCATIONS —

388 West Center St., Manchester ¢ 394 West Center St., Manchester

bedrooms.
Call/Text Nick Long
860-334-2868

treatment and quality of
life. For more information
visit |dentifyTheSigns.org.

AMERICAN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

4

Call/Text Nick Long
860-334-2868

We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!

womenshealthct.com/practices/manchester-ob-gyn-associates

Womens Health
Connecticut

Boyden Real Estate will invest up to $1000 to assist in repairs
and staging your home for sale. Some restrictions apply.
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Historical Society 2024 Calendars

The Colchester Historical Society’s 2024 cal-
endars are now available.

The limited-edition pictorial calendar high-
lights notable individuals who left a legacy in
Colchester. The people include a military hero, a
foreign-born patriot, a photographer, a farmer,
a groundbreaking woman, a professional um-
pire, two store owners, an industrialist, a lawyer
and two doctors. All are connected to Colches-
ter and contributed to the development of the
town.

Calendars are $12 each and are available at
the Colchester History Museum on Sundays,
11 a.m.-1 p.m., through Jan. 21. For $20, folks
can purchase the calendar and a copy of Histori-
cal Landmarks: A Historical Tour of Colchester.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

President’s List

Trinity Georgens of Colchester made the fall
2023 President’s List at Husson University in
Bangor, Maine.

Dean’s List
Kaitlyn Mylly of Colchester made the fall
2023 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire
University in Manchester, N.H.

This book features 50 historic sites throughout
Colchester, many within walking distance from
the center of town. Also available are the books
Images of America: Colchester and The Men Con-
nected to Colchester, Connecticut Who Served
During the Civil War.

Calendars can also be found at Nathan Liv-
erant and Son Antiques at 168 South Main St.;
hours are Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Calendars and any of the books can also be
mailed for an additional shipping fee. Contact
the Colchester Historical Society at: mail@col-
chesterhistory.org, or call 860 537-4230 to make
a purchase. Calendars and books can also be
purchased at www.colchesterhistory.org/get-
involved/shop-1.

President’s List

Samantha Kinsey of Colchester made the fall
2023 Presidents List at Southern New Hamp-
shire University in Manchester, N.H.

Lions’ Breakfast
Buffet is Back

The Colchester Lions will hold a Breakfast
Buffet at the St. Joseph's Polish Society, 395 S.
Main St., on Sunday, Feb. 25, from 7:30-11:30
a.m.

This is a full breakfast with eggs, bacon, sau-
sage, toast, home fries and pancakes, with juice,
coffee, tea and water. Prices in advance are $9
for adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for ages 5-12, and
free for children 4 and under. At the door, tick-
ets are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors, $6 for ages
5-12, and free for children 4 and under.

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Dime
Bank in Colchester, or call 860-537-1093 and
leave a message for Julie.
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* Snowplow Ride-Along cont. from page 1

plauded the duo’s efforts and thanked the Public
Works crews for their diligent work.

With the storm falling on a weekend, perhaps
more individuals were able to see the video in
real-time; the videos are also still posted on the
town’s page (www.facebook.com/townofando-
verct) for anyone who wants to see them. Utiliz-
ing social media is a calculated decision to help
bring more awareness to town functions and
spotlight its services.

“I'm always pushing for our town to be trans-
parent,” King said. “Let’s make sure we're using
all the tools we have”

The stream wasn't without incident; a few
dead-zones briefly interrupted the proceedings.
But they didn’t impact the overall experience,
and, ultimately, hundreds of viewers tuned in.

“I really enjoyed it,” King expressed. “I love
talking to residents and employees. It’s definitely
fun”

It wasn't just informative; there was comic
relief.

“I dropped my camera, sorry guys!” she ex-
claimed at one point.

King joked afterwards that moments like that
are expected during live events.

“There’s no editing; it’s the first cut”

Town Administrator Eric Anderson endorsed
the idea as well, stating that the livestream rep-
resented a valuable opportunity to clarify any
questions or misconceptions regarding snow
removal.

“Anything you can do to help the public with
why, it really does help,” he said.

Zito provided numerous helpful hints, or
straightforward warnings to residents. For ex-
ample, if you're driving during a storm, please
remember to turn your headlights on.

Or perhaps even better, don’t travel at all.

“I can get around a lot quicker without you in
my way, he said.

While some people enjoy a snow-filled walk,
maybe it’s best to test out the treadmill during
the middle of a storm, Zito expressed. If you do
have to walk your dog, take the proper safety
precautions.

“Put a vest on and bring a flashlight,” he said.
Vests are also available at Town Hall.

Zito added that if youre walking, don't try to
hide behind a tree; you're still going to get pum-
meled with snow and it’s safer if the driver can
actually see you at all time. The driver, for their
part, will make an effort to slow down and go
around you.

Beyond the roads, the crews are also respon-
sible for clearing the school parking lot and
other public locations. They typically take turns
shoveling and snow-blowing sidewalks too.

Riding in the truck undoubtedly proved to be
a worthwhile endeavor for King, who said she
learned a lot from her gig. She got a firsthand
passenger view of the limited visibility drivers
have during a storm; the snowfall picked up
significantly during their livestream. And when
the snow starts coming up over the hood of the
truck, it becomes even more difficult to see even
close distances.

Zito provided interesting insight into how
the crews handle certain types of road features.
With a cul de sac, the driver will open up the
road, giving cars a path to travel, but won’t clear
the entire section until a later pass.

King generated her own questions through-
out the livestream, but was relieved of any seri-
ous pressure because residents would type out
their own comments to keep the conversation
lively. There was seemingly never a dull mo-
ment, and King said shed be interested in doing
a similar type of broadcast in the future, or one
that highlights a different aspect of the Public
Works Department.

"SHOULD BE

HERE!

CALL US:

 860-633-4691

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more
information, call 860-537-3082 or visit Abun-
dantL.com.

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at
9:30 a.m. and the main service is at 10:30
a.m. There is also Children’s Church avail-
able for ages 4-11. All are welcome. The main

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

service is also broadcast live each week on
Facebook. Visit www.facebook.com/groups/
abundantlifeCT or look for the church on
Facebook. For more information, call the
church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call
the church to be placed on the prayer list. You
may also ask about the various days and times
the prayer groups meet and come at that time.

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout 72 is continuing to accept recy-
clable containers from local residents. Contain-
ers can be dropped off on the lefthand side of
the pavilion at the St. Joseph’s Polish Club, 395
South Main St. Email letendrej@sbcglobal.
net or text or call 860-917-8391 if you wish to
schedule a pick-up.

Donations will help scouts go to summer
camp and enjoy other outdoor activities that
they might otherwise have to miss due to a fam-
ily’s ability to afford the costs.

50 Years of

Bacon Wrestlin

2023-24 is Bacon Academy Wrestling’s
50th varsity season. All are invited to the fol-
lowing events:

Wednesday, Jan. 24: Senior Night. Prior
to the meet, the seniors on the team will be
honored. Wrestling starts at 6 p.m., but pre-
meet activities will start around 5:15 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 3: The Matt Bishel Bobcat
Classic. This is an all-day tournament at
which Bacon Academy Wrestling will honor
former alumnus Matt Bishel, who passed
away in 2011. Wrestling starts at 10 a.m.

Lions’ Annual Appeal

The Colchester Lions Club wants to thank
the residents and businesses of Colchester who
contributed to its 2023 Annual Appeal letter
campaign.

The money raised from the campaign will be
distributed throughout the Colchester commu-
nity in the form of scholarships to graduating
seniors, grants at the Lions’ annual Community
Night of Giving, as well as through direct ser-
vice projects this winter and spring.

If anyone would like to still contribute, mail
your donation to Colchester Lions Charities,
Inc., Attn: Annual Appeal, P.O. Box 423, Col-
chester, CT 06415.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, 98
Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom;
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation.

Sunday School for children meets during the
worship service.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.;
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109,
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.
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* Budget Freeze cont. from page 1

correct accounts”

The extent of the accounting errors is cur-
rently unknown.

“The reports you've been getting,” Dennler
told the board members, “don’t paint an accu-
rate picture for your decision making. I'm not
saying that we are in an apocalyptic budget situ-
ation; I'm telling you I genuinely don’t know
where we are based on what data I have as first
selectman”

Mike Egan, a Democrat on the finance board,
highlighted the “unusual situation” the town
was currently experiencing over six months into
the fiscal year.

“We have no faith, really, in the numbers in
front of us,” he said. “We haven’t had decent
reports, as far as expenditures, and the reports
that we have are all over the place”

The existence of inaccurate data doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that current year spending is ex-
ceeding its taxpayer approved budget. Dennler
indicated that once the discrepancies are in-
ternally fixed, it could be a “wash,” and depart-
ments that are currently projected to end up
over-budget may be offset by those that have
surpluses.

But because officials are given a “false sense”
of the numbers, and cannot confidently rely on
reports, straightening out the issue is Dennler’s
“number one goal”

What also remains unclear from the joint-
meeting is how the MUNIS reports became in-
accurate and why major discrepancies exist.

“I'm not going to speculate,” Dennler said
during his interview. “It’s not a time to point
fingers and my focus is not on casting blame”

He added that there is “no reason to believe
there was anything malicious”

Budget Concerns

Combined with the overarching concerns re-
garding financial reporting is a fear that 2023-24
fiscal year spending will go over budget.

Each department head provided a detailed
update to the boards during the joint-meeting,
offering perhaps the most accurate perspective
on the financial state of the town.

While some departments reported small
overages, others revealed significant unexpect-
ed expenditures.

“Legal expenses are a place where we're hurt-
ing right now;” Dennler said, referring to several
ongoing town lawsuits.

The finance department will be over bud-
get, resulting from two temporary Robert Half
employees hired to assist with completing the
2021-22 fiscal year audit report, and the reten-

tion of Cosgrove on the payroll — all expenses
that were not budgeted.

For Public Works, the town facilities budget
will likely exceed its outline due to issues with
buildings such as the local Youth Center, which
underwent several repairs, including unfore-
seen renovations to remove mold.

There may be savings resulting from six
Public Works position vacancies. Dennler ex-
pressed that staffing turnover throughout the
town may cover some of the overages through-
out the overall budget.

“However, without accurate financial report-
ing, it is difficult to say at this point where the
town’s spending year-to-date truly lies and even
harder to project where things will land when
the fiscal year ends,” he wrote on Facebook.

Karen Belding, a Democrat on the Board of
Finance, asserted that several departments ap-
peared to be underfunded.

“What was budgeted this year was never go-
ing to cover what that line was going to cost,”
she said. “And that’s a concern. We can’t chroni-
cally underbudget line items and think that
we've passed a successful budget”

The joint meeting underscored the challenges
the Board of Finance will face with overseeing
the budget process in the upcoming months.

Democrat Scott Chapman, chairman of the
finance board, told the Rivereast that the town’s
goal is to conduct budget workshops in a timely
manner in order to have both the school and
municipal budget plans passed at referendum
before July 1 — the start of the next fiscal year.

While Chapman indicated that resolving the
issues in the finance department is the respon-
sibility of the first selectman, his board “must
keep a close eye” on the situation and ensure
that budget information distributed to the pub-
lic is accurate.

“We need to proceed with extreme caution,”
he said.

When asked about entering into a budget sea-
son without accurate financial reports, Dennler
said it “definitely makes things more challeng-
ing”

He added, “We have a strong set of depart-
ment heads who know their budgets”

The Board of Finance was expected to meet
again on Wednesday evening, after press time.

Last week’s joint meeting of the selectmen and
finance boards was several weeks in the making.
In November, immediately after being sworn in,
Dennler stated that he planned on discussing
potential overages with each department head
and the finance board.
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Monthly Bingo for Kids and Seniors

MAEVE RHAM is bringing bingo for kids
and seniors to Marlborough Senior Center. All
are welcome to attend from 2-4 p.m. on the
fourth Sunday of each month, throughout the
year. Open to residents of neighboring commu-
nities as well, it’s free to play and there will be
prizes.

“We are so excited about this opportunity be-
cause we've been looking for a service project
where even our youngest can participate,” says
Anna Holden, president and founder of the lo-
cal MAEVE chapter.

The kids of MAEVE members will take turns
calling the games and playing alongside seniors.

“We’re hoping this will be a way to develop
cross-generational relationships as well,” says
Jillian LaCaresse, service project chair.

RSVP is not necessary but is requested, by
emailing rham@wearemaeve.org. Also email
MAEVE if you have any new or gently used
items to donate for prizes.

MAEVE is a national nonprofit, charitable or-
ganization that seeks to empower all who moth-
er in support of one another and their com-
munities. MAEVE RHAM supports those in
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, and neighbor-
ing communities. For more information, email
rham@wearemaeve.org or visit maeverham.org.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the
Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10
a.m. Worship is streamed live every Sunday at
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery
but children are always welcome at the worship
service. All children in the community are in-
vited to attend Sunday School. Contact Gwen
Lawson at the church office at officec@marlcong-
church.org for more information.

Sunday, Jan. 14 is a Communion Sunday.
Holy Communion is open to all, regardless of
church affiliation, including children with pa-
rental guidance. The bread used is gluten-free.
The worship service will be led by the Rev. Val-
erie Seaver. Her sermon title is “Word?” At this
new year service, “Star Words,” to serve as a re-
flection in 2024, will be given to all.

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by
Seaver and meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. up-
stairs in the lounge. All are welcome.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshipers to bring their donations.
The Drive-Thru Café for Marlborough Food
Bank patrons is held monthly at the church.

AA: The church sponsors three scheduled
meetings: Wednesdays at noon and 7:30 p.m.
in the Great Hall, and Thursdays at noon in the
Youth Room.

ACA: Meets in the Youth Room Tuesdays at
7:30 p.m.

277th Annual Financial Meeting: Sunday,
Jan. 28, at 11:15 a.m., in the meetinghouse.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is closed in
January for refreshing and reopens Friday, Feb.
2, from noon-3 p.m. The shop sells year-round
through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 or email
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.
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The Marlborough Arts Center is having its
annual Winter Tag Sale this year Saturday,
Feb. 3, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the lower level
of the Arts Center at 321 N. Main St. Dona-
tions are being accepted.

This is an opportunity to clean out your
oldies but goodies. No books, TVs/electron-
ics, or clothes donations, please. Drop-oft

Donations Sought for Tag Sale

dates are on Tuesdays from 6-7:30 p.m. on Jan.
16, 23 and 30. Drop-offs can also be on Satur-
days from 10-11:30 a.m. on Jan. 13, 20, and 27.
Items may be left at the lower level next to the
door at other times.

If necessary, the snow date is scheduled for
the following week on Saturday, Feb. 10.

BARBER & STVLING SHOP

Preservation Society Calendars Available

The Marlborough Preservation Society’s 2024
calendars are now available.

This year’s theme is “Marlborough’s Notables,”
and will feature people who have a connection
to Marlborough and who have made an impact
to the state, country or world - past and present.
This is a full-color, 11x17 calendar with history
and accomplishments of 12 notable people from
town.

The cost is $22 per calendar. All proceeds go

to storing the historic Town Green mural.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
oughhistory.org/store. For mail orders, the so-
ciety’s mailing address is: Marlborough Preser-
vation Society, P.O. Box 351, Marlborough, CT
06447.

And for more information on the society,
visit marlboroughhistory.org, or email mhs@
marlboroughhistory.org.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is
located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to
call before heading over or connect via email at
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles
leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena

Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the
church office.

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More
information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food
drives are held the second full weekend of each
month for Marlborough Food Bank. You may
also bring non-perishable food or household
donations directly to the Marlborough Food
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection is the last Thursday
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities
can be found on the church website and are
scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, RCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs

Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call
860-295-6203. Classes subject to cancellation
if minimum registration isn't met. In-person
classes subject to change to virtual based on
state regulations.

Youth Programs: Kids Winter Yoga: Wednes-
days, Jan. 17-Feb. 21, 5:15-6 p.m., in the Marl-
borough Elementary School cafeteria, for ages
3-10. Child must be accompanied by parent or
caregiver. Fee: $75/resident, $80/non-resident,
or a $10 fee each week to drop in.

Art-ventures with Penguins and Polar
Bears: Tuesdays, Jan. 23-March 5, 3:15-4:15
p.m., at MES, for grades K-6. Fee: $115/resident,
$120/non-resident.

Mad Science Eureka! Invention: Thurs-
days, Jan. 25-Feb. 29, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at MES,
for grades K-6. Fee: $115/resident, $120/non-
resident.

Lego - Winter Wonderland Engineering:

Holiday Closin

Town Hall, Senior Center, and Public
Works Garage will be closed Monday, Jan.
15, in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

UC:’,

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

RE10-20-23

WALK IN

OR MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3
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860-295-9366 = =-

Thursdays, Feb. 1-March 7, 3:15-4:45 p.m., at
MES, for grades K-4. Fee: $127/resident, $132/
non-resident.

Acrylic Landscape Painting: Wednesdays,
3:30-5 p.m., Feb. 14-March 6, at MES, for grades
1 & 2. Fee: $90/residents, $95/non-residents.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, Feb. 17,9 a.m.-2 p.m., at
the Marlborough Senior Center, for grades 6-8.
Fee: $110/resident, $115/non-resident.

Adult Programs: Adult Self-Defense: Thurs-
days, Jan. 18-Feb. 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Cham-
pions Karate in Colchester, for ages 16 and up.
Fee: $35/resident, $40/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays through Feb. 10 (started
Jan. 4), 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. Fee: $50/resi-
dent, $55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee.

CPR Certification: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee:
$87/resident, $92/non-resident.

Outsmarting the Bad Guys: Cyber and
Phone Security for Seniors: Tuesday, Feb. 6, 3-4
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee: $25/
residents, $30/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Volleyball: Thurs-
days, 8-10 p.m., at MES. Fee: $5 per week.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10
a.m., through March 31, at MES. Fee is $5 per
week.

Trip: UConn Huskies vs. St. Johns Red
Storm (Men’s Basketball): Saturday, Feb. 3, at
Madison Square Garden. Trip includes charter
bus, tickets to the game (200 level) and free time
in New York. Registration fee is $180. Bus leaves
from Putnam Park and Ride in Glastonbury at
7 a.m.

President’s List
Jacqueline Killelea of Marlborough made
the fall 2023 President’s List at Southern New
Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.

Custom Window Treatments

+ BLINDS + SHADES * SHUTTERS ¢

+ DRAPERIES and MORE +

89 Main St. East Hampton, CT
860-267-8330

AllAboutBlindsCT.com
Keeping Sven's Legacy Alive

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

HunterDouglas &
& Comfortex a“

& more

about
blinds
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Arts Center Exhibit at Town Hall

The Marlborough Arts Center is holding a
new exhibit at Town Hall. Featured is artwork
by Dianne Gorrick.

A resident of East Hampton, Gorrick is a for-
mer art teacher at Bacon Academy. Her work
has been exhibited throughout Connecticut
and has received various awards. Her current
display presents a wide range of subject mat-
ter, from traditional landscapes to imaginative

themes.

This exhibit is open to the public during busi-
ness hours at the Town Hall: Monday through
Thursday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Fridays from 8
a.m. to noon. The exhibit will continue through
June 30. For more information, please check out
the website www.marlborougharts.org, or con-
tact the Arts Center at 860-467-6353, or email
marlboroughartscenter@gmail.com.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr.,
is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the
center’s hours and more information. Trans-
portation is Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays;
call 36 hours in advance of your appointment to
guarantee a ride.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank
is open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation:
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to
change.

Monday, Jan. 15: Senior Center closed in ob-
servance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Tuesday, Jan. 16: Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m,;
Socialization, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals on Wheels,

noon; Tai Chi, 1-2 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 17: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-
2 p.m.; Assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Socialization,
10 a.m.-noon; 8-ball pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals
on Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon.
Menu: orange juice, Salisbury steak with gravy,
mashed potatoes/green beans, wheat dinner
roll, chocolate pudding; cards, 1-4 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 18: Assistance, 10 a.m.-2
p-m.; Meals on Wheels, noon; Tai Chi, 1-2 p.m.;
PD Exercise with Ann, 3-4 p.m.; Commission
on Aging, 4 p.m., at Town Hall.

Friday, Jan. 19: “Not Just Quilters,” 9:30 a.m.-
noon; assistance, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Congregate
Meal, noon. Menu: potato crumb fish, rose-
mary potatoes, baby carrots, 100% whole wheat
bread, fresh fruit; Cards, 1-4 p.m.

Reader Forum e Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum  Reader Forum

* Letters cont. from page 5

budget and come from other funds such as sav-
ings. A total of $700,000 in supplemental alloca-
tions were used to complete the track at the high
school along with a $500K state grant.

Now the BOS will be asking for an additional
supplemental appropriation of $525K for the
third fire truck, which is just the chassis and will
need to be outfitted with equipment. The cost to
equip the truck has not been disclosed.

There seems to be no slowdown in spending

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
ensuring support for diverse student needs,
fostering a dynamic and inclusive school en-
vironment.”

A founding member of the South Windsor
Equity Committee, Clifton also led a full-scale
overhaul of the school schedule to promote
greater inclusivity and expand academic and
enrichment opportunities. As a result of his
efforts, all TEMS students — regardless of their
abilities or learning needs — now have access
to the full array of academic offerings, CAS
said.

“Fostering education equity is a continuous,
intricate endeavor, and Jarrid is a vital leader
in this mission,” praises Sloate.

When designing the new schedule, Clif-
ton incorporated block scheduling to pro-
mote student collaboration and project-based
learning across the entire building. He also
introduced the “WIN” (What I Need) period,
which provides students with time for both
remediation and enrichment. During the
WIN block, students can receive personalized,
targeted instructional support from teachers.
They can also use the time to participate in
extracurricular activities that align with their
interests and passions. They can also take ad-

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal

Senior Citizen
s Discounts

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Truck Service
Available

C ]
o VISA
Visit us at: —

www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

860-220-3786
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under the Curley administration, with little fo-
cus on Portland’s infrastructure to grow our re-
tail and commercial tax base. The finance direc-
tor has warned against excessive expenditure.

Budget deliberations are starting this month
with a vote on another fire truck within a few
weeks.

What happened to Portland over politics?
Still waiting for water pipes on Russell Avenue.

Rose Aletta - Portland

vantage of the time to receive personalized,
targeted instructional support from teachers.

As parent Tara Holton told CAS, “Jarrid
gives our kids the right tools to be successful
and then lets them fly”

Science teacher Tanya Bynoe also praised
Clifton to CAS, saying, “He is our strong tow-
er. He is always here for us, providing us sup-
port as professionals and as people.”

Fellow associate principal Frank Leon add-
ed, “Jarrid strives to get better every day and
to lead others along with him.”

So impressed by Clifton was CAS that the
association has selected him to represent Con-
necticut in the National Assistant Principal of
the Year Program, sponsored by the National
Association of Secondary School Principals.
Clifton, along with assistant principals from
each of the other 49 states, as well as the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Department of De-
fense Education Activity Associations, will
compete for the national honor.

Good luck in the national competition, Jar-
ed - and in the meantime, congratulations on
your state honor! It sounds very well-earned.

See you next week.

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

We Sell Used Cars! Are you looking

for a newer vehicle, without the new car

price? We can shop for you or you can
check out our website for inventory we have on hand.

Come fill up your tanks for your RV & gas grill!

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8am-5pm 860-295-9517

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

EXxit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com

Little Church, Big Heart
To the Editor:

At a time when negative stories seem to get
top billing in the news, I want to share a story
about the little church with a big heart ... The
First Congregational Church of Portland.

Founded more than 300 years ago, this little
Main Street church has been known for many
things, including the renowned musicals,
church fairs, and rummage sales of years past, a
great nursery school, and a Chocolate Fest that
for 25 years enticed customers from throughout
New England. In keeping with the tradition of
fun-filled events to support the community, this
year the church will hold a Mardi Gras Fest on
Feb. 3, complete with authentic New Orleans
food, homemade baked goods and candy, and
a raffle of gift baskets. A portion of the funds
raised will go to the Portland Fuel Bank.

The spirit of generosity lives in this church’s
congregation, earning the reputation as the lit-
tle church with a big heart. Recently, the mem-
bers provided Christmas gifts for 22 Portland
families, donated $740 to the United Church
of Christ Christmas Fund Offering, collected
$1,200 for the Portland Fuel Bank, and donated
$300 to the Portland Food Bank. There is a food
collection each week for the food bank. In 2022,
the church formed the Portland Refugee Reset-
tlement Group, settling an Afghan refugee fam-
ily in Middletown. The Board of Missions spon-
sors “God’s Work ~ Our Hands,” when church
members spend the day doing yard work and
home repairs for Portland residents. The church
regularly provides meals for St. Vincent DePaul
and Streetfire Ministries in Middletown.

I am honored to be a member of a church that
is making a big difference in this little corner of
the world.

Jeannette Hodge, Member
First Congregational Church of Portland

Hope
To the Editor:

“Give them hope, give them strength, give
them life. Like a candle burning in the black of
nights. We are with you in our hearts and in our
minds, and we'll pray for our nation through its
darkest times.”- Angelic Upstarts

Some say WWII pulled the USA out of the
Great Depression, but others believe it was a
small, brown, sleepy, racehorse named Seabis-
cuit. Seabiscuit did what no politician could do;
he offered hope for the little guy. If that “im-
perfect” horse could win against all odds, then
so too could USA workers. He was, in fact, the
common man’s champion.

It’s been a dark few years and when it comes
to our drinking water, we've learned, that things
will only get darker. Sadly, most of the perma-
nent pollution was preventable.

But there is still hope. For running under the
middle of Kinney Road lies another underrated

champion, the Middle Stream. This unappreci-
ated stream is a silent beacon of hope for sur-
rounding neighborhoods. Residents know, as
long as there is moisture, in this stream bed,
we have hope that water is still making it’s way
through the landscape and into our wells. In two
decades I have only witnessed this stream corri-
dor bone dry once, November 2020. The same
year Hebron firemen reported record numbers
of residents collecting water from the firehouse.
Hebron wells were low. Several had run dry.

Above this stream lies its headwaters, a soggy,
possibly spring fed, corn field slated to be the
roadway connecting John Horton Boulevard to
17 Kinney.

The Middle Stream is respected and rec-
ognized by environmentalists but feared, and
therefore ignored, by those hungry for develop-
ment. Ironically, with hunger comes thirst and
if we continually pollute and disrupt our land-
scapes, we'll have little or nothing left to drink.
#savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston

Change State Law
To the Editor:

I chair the East Hampton Clean Energy Task
Force. I am excited that our East Hampton
Town Council is championing clean energy ini-
tiatives aimed at expanding energy choice, sav-
ing our residents money, reducing the burning
of temperature increasing fossil fuels, and im-
proving the quality of the air we breathe. To that
end, our Town Council wants our state to allow
wider access to clean energy supply.

State law allows municipalities to participate
in solar projects for electricity generation with-
out being physically connected through a pro-
cess called Virtual Net Metering (VNM). And
East Hampton is saving tens of thousands of
dollars every year through that program. Many
residents and businesses wanting to, but unable
to, deploy solar panels, would love to opt for
VNM, but law currently does not allow it. Our
town is among many municipalities and groups
that are working to allow just that. It is com-
monly called “Community Solar” So when you
hear or read about efforts to expand Commu-
nity Solar, think of access to more clean energy,
and a way to save money to boot.

This is a topic on our monthly Task Force
agenda. Our monthly Task Force meetings are
the first Tuesday of the month, 5:30 at Town
Hall, and are accessible via Zoom. All residents
are welcome.

Thank you,
Russell Kaplan, Chairman
East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

MARLBOROUGH COUNTRY

860~295~925 1 8 Independence Drive | Marlborough
SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!

including a daily bot lunch special
Monday through Friday

— NEW SANDWICHES —

Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo
Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings
ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES w————

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
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Open Mon.-Fri. 6AM - 6PM; Sat. & Sun. 6AM - 3PM
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251
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East Hampton

Carol Reneson
Carol (Romaneck) :
Reneson, 74, of East
Hampton, passed away
peacefully Thursday, Jan.
4, in her home, after a |
long struggle with Al-
zheimer’s disease. Born |
in  Middletown, she
was the daughter of the
late Edward and Helen
(Armstrong) Romaneck.
Raised in Portland, Carol |
graduated Mercy High -

School in 1967 and Central Connecticut State
University in 1996.

Carol met her husband, Anthony, on Christ-
mas Day in 1966, while attending a mutual
friend’s Christmas party. They married in 1970
and moved to South Dakota following Antho-
ny’s stationing assignment from the Air Force.
In 1973 they moved back to Connecticut. They
started their family in Middletown with the
birth of their first son. They decided to settle
in East Hampton and continued to grow their
family, having another son and daughter.

A loving wife, mother and grandmother,
Carol adored being around her family when-
ever possible. The holiday season spent at home
with her family and summer vacations in York
Beach, Maine, were Carol’s favorite times. Car-
ol was a stay-at-home mom until her children
were school-aged, when she began waitressing
and bookkeeping at Farrell’s Restaurant in Port-
land. Eventually she found work closer to home
at both Diamond Pizza and the Hathaway Inn
restaurants in East Hampton.

Carol was known in the community as some-
one who would chaperon school field trips, a
Cub Scout den mother who happily created
arts and crafts for young cub scouts, helped out
at school functions and participated in after
school community events. This love for help-
ing children and schools led Carol to go back
to school where she eventually graduated from
Central Connecticut State University with a
Bachelor of Science in education. Carol found
her forever teaching home at Saint Thomas the
Apostle School in West Hartford where she
taught first grade, making lifelong impacts on
young minds. Carol spent much of her free time
providing for her family, grading school work,
planning her school days and reading novels.

Carol will be deeply missed and is survived
by her husband, Anthony Reneson; her chil-
dren, Michael and Joanna (Lapenta) Reneson,
Robert and Danielle (Lineberry) Reneson and
Rebecca Reneson; her grandchildren, Gabriel,
Elise and Carter Reneson; her siblings, Bruce
Romaneck and his wife Louanne, Susan (Roma-
neck) Squires and her husband Barry, and Da-
vid Romaneck and his wife Eileen.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be
made to the Alzheimer’s assoc. at www.alz.org

Funeral services were held Tuesday, Jan. 9, in
the Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East
Hampton. Burial will be in St. Patrick Cemetery.
Friends called at the funeral home on Tuesday
morning, before the service.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

New Obituary
Policy

Effective immediately, there is
now a $100 fee to place obituaries.
All obituaries can be sent to bul-
letin@glcitizen.com.

Portland

Adeeb S. Haddad

Adeeb S. “Ed” Haddad,
91, passed away peaceful-
ly at home on January 6,
2024. He was predeceased
by his beloved wife, best
friend and his high school
sweetheart, Lynne (Hois-
ington) Haddad.

Adeeb was born in
Willimantic July 4, 1932,
the son of Said and Julia
Haddad. Upon graduat-
ing from Windham High
School, he joined the Navy during the Korean
War and proudly served his country from Janu-
ary 1952-January 1956.

After graduating from the University of Hart-
ford (Hillyer College) with a bachelor’s degree
in accounting, he joined the Internal Revenue
Service as an agent and ultimately rose to the
position of large case manager, in charge of ex-
amining the largest multinational corporations
in the state.

He was a member of the Portland Exchange
Club for over 50 years. Upon retirement, he
worked in the sports field he loved the most,
golf, as a ranger and starter for 21 years at the
Portland Golf Course. He loved duckpin bowl-
ing and going to the casino with his family. He
was an avid sports fan, coaching Little League
for several years and enjoying the Boston Red
Sox, Patriots, and Celtics. He and Lynne loved
UConn men and women’s basketball and were
longtime season tickets holders from 1973-
2018. His last night was spent watching his be-
loved Huskies win.

Adeeb is survived by his daughter Sharon and
her husband Keith Roeder, his daughter Chris-
tine and her husband Thomas Manning, and
his son Scott Haddad and his wife Linda (Cor-
done). He was a loving grandfather to Ryan Ber-
nard (Bethany), Lucas Bernard (Erika), Valerie
Bernard, Victoria Bernard, Nicholas Roeder,
Lindsey Roeder, Taryn Schroll (Drew), Logan
Hails (Alex) and Hayden Manning. He adored
his 10 great-grandchildren, with one more on
the way. He also leaves his sisters Jeanette Fitts
and Margaret “Bunny” Sherman (Wayne), his
brother Theodore Haddad, and many loved
nieces and nephews.

Along with his wife and parents, Adeeb was
predeceased by his sisters Elaine Haddad and
Georgette Armstrong.

Funeral services will be held today, Friday,
Jan. 12, at 10 a.m., at the Church of the Holy
Trinity, 381 Main St., Middletown. Interment
will follow in the Swedish Cemetery on High
Street in Portland. Family and friends called
Thursday evening, Jan. 11, at the Doolittle Fu-
neral Home, 14 Old Church St., Middletown.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
in Adeebs memory to Middlesex Hospice, 28
Crescent St., Middletown, CT 06457.

To share memories or send condolences to
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuneralser-
vice.com.

Volunteer. The Benefits

Are Extraordinary!

Extraordinary Benefits:
* You'll feel really, really good!
* You'll meet delightful dogs, fabulous felines,
and some pretty special humans too!

PROTECTORS
% ANIMALS

Scan for more info

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:

« East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization

« East Hartford facility — Cats: clean & feed; -
socialization; medical & placement teams

Please call 860-569-0722 or visit www.poainc.org

MONUMENT WO
Monuments & o
Marker Sales & Service
Since 1982
-Cleaning -Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering
-Custom Sandblast

DOMINICK & SONS;

The early stages of

-Pet Markers -Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,

Colchester
located w/ Colchester Florist

communication disorders
are easier to spot when

you know the signs.

IDENTIFY@QSIGNS

860-537-3289

For immediate service, call

860-917-7871

AMERICAN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

¢

“A monument should cost no more
than a family can afford.” .. ...

For info: IdentifyTheSigns.org

Hebron

Gail C. Fracchia

Gail C. Fracchia, 71,
died at home in Hebron
Thursday, Jan. 4, after
a long illness. She grew
up in Andover, and after
graduating from RHAM
class of 1970, she worked
for many years at Pratt &
Whitney.

Gail is survived by her
husband, Jim Fracchia of
Hebron; best friend and
daughter, Alison J. Frac-
chia of Hebron; her brother, Lawrence Covell
and sister-in-law, Dana Covell of Manchester;
her sister, Barbara Francisco and brother-in-
law, Carl Francisco of Simsbury; sister-in-law,
Judy Covell of Andover; and many nieces and
nephews.

Gail was predeceased by her parents, Sonny
Covell and Barbara Covell of Andover; her
brother, William Covell of Andover; and her
beloved pets, Dewey, Ginger, Brandy, and Tiny.

An avid sports fan, Gail enjoyed watching the
Red Sox, UConn basketball, Giants, Connecti-
cut Sun and horse racing. She played softball,
loved hitting the slots at the casino, and boating,
clamming and fishing out of Niantic. Gail also
loved vacationing at the Rhode Island beaches
and especially vacationing for over 20 years
with her daughter on Block Island.

Calling hours were Thursday, Jan. 11, at Tier-
ney Funeral Home, 219 W. Center St., Manches-
ter. Family and friends will meet today, Friday,
Jan. 12, at 10 a.m., at Tierney Funeral Home for
a brief service, with burial following at St. James
Cemetery in Manchester.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made to www.accessiahealth.org or to
www.HealthWellFoundation.org. The organiza-
tions provide grants to eligible people to help
pay for medications to combat pulmonary fi-
brosis and multiple myeloma.

For online condolences, please visit www.
tierneyfuneralhome.com.

Andover

Ralph Carlson

Ralph Carlson was
born in Hartford May 25,
1951. He died, peacefully,
surrounded by the love of |°
his family, on Saturday, [
Jan. 6, after a long battle
with dementia.

Ralph currently resided
in Andover. He graduated
from Manchester High in
1970 where his lifelong
interest in photography
began on the Soman his
yearbook staff. His work received recognition
from the Scholastic Art Awards. He enlisted
in the US Air Force, taking the by-pass test for
photography, and was stationed in the photo
lab at Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base in Mis-
souri, where he photographed both presidential
candidate Barry Goldwater and astronaut John
Glenn Jr.

During his time in the Air Force, he also par-
ticipated in the 21-gun salute for President Har-
ry Truman’s funeral, worked as a heavy equip-
ment maintainer, and restored a TR-3. He was
transferred to the photo lab at Kunsan Air Force
Base, Korea. When he returned to Connecticut,
he attended Manchester Community College
and UConn on the GI Bill studying mathemat-
ics, physics and engineering.

Ralph was a talented classical and jazz guitar-
ist who played with local bands until the early
1980s. He won second place in the U.S. Air
Force Talent Contest in the 70s with a Villa Lo-
bos classical guitar piece. His love of music con-
tinued throughout his life. He married the love
of his life, Lea Perry, on April 4, 1975. They had
two sons and remained devoted to each other
throughout his lifetime.

Ralph loved his family more than anything
else. He worked as a hardwood flooring install-
er for Patrick Daigle Flooring until opening his
own business: Carlson Hardwood Floors, LLC,
where he worked with both his sons. He was a
master woodworker and installed many inlaid
and one-of-a-kind floors. He continued to make
beautiful pieces of furniture for his home and
family including many hand-carved, unique
pieces after his retirement.

Ralph was predeceased by his parents, Ralph
G. Carlson Sr. and Ann Marie Petrella, and his
older sister, Nancy Carlson; his brothers-in-law,
Wolf Rupar, and Frank Perry. He leaves behind
his wife of 48 years, Lea Perry Carlson; his
sons and their wives, Travis (Karen) Carlson of

Manchester, CT, and Trenton Carlson (Monica
Lopez) of Worcester, Mass.; his younger sister,
Gail Hartzog Hesse and her husband Tom of
Manchester; three grandchildren, Alexandra,
Jacob and Gabrielle Carlson, all of Manchester;
his sister-in-law, April Rupar of East Hartford;
and brother-in-law, Thomas Perry of California;
and many nieces and nephews whom he loved
very much.

Services will be private and at the conve-
nience of the family. Donations may be made to
a veterans’ charity of the donor’s choice.

East Hampton

Michael A. Eremita

Michael A. Eremita,
97, of East Hampton,
passed away peacefully &
Friday, Dec. 22, 2023, at .,
Middlesex Hospital Hos-
pice, after a brief illness.
Michael was born April 5,
1926, in Hartford, to the
late Pasquale and Eleanor
(DeGregorio).

He is survived by his
wife Dorothy (Kronen-
berger) of East Hampton;
his sons, Michael (Heather), children Matt and
Megan, James and daughter Stefanie; daughters,
Susan Salafia, children Marc, Melissa, Raechel,
Jamie and Chelsea Patricia Doosa (Steve), Janis
Eremita, Beth McClure (Michael), sons

Willie and Toby; his stepdaughters, Debo-
rah Foell, Melinda Dumond (Frank), children
Ashlee, Matt and Damien, Beverly Butcher
children Megan and Jacob; his granddaugh-
ter, Kelsey Fredrickson. He is also survived by
21 great-grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews.

Michael was also predeceased by his sister,
Anita; brother, Joseph; stepdaughter, Laurie
Fredrickson; granddaughter, Jennifer; grand-
son, TJ; and his best friend and seeing eye dog,
Frank.

He served his country during WWII with
the 247th Army Air Force and the 245th bomb
group out of Salinas, Kan. He owned and op-
erated with his partner Paul Maynard, Eremita
Maynard

Insurance Agency in East Hartford, until his
retirement from insurance.

With his wife Dorothy they owned and oper-
ated restaurants in Holland, Mass., and Venice,
Fla. Michael finished his working career as a real
estate agent in Venice, Fla. He was an avid New
York Yankees fan. He enjoyed spending time
with family and going on driving adventures.

Burial will be in the Veterans Cemetery in
Middletown at a later date.

Memorial contributions in his name may be
made to the Guide Dog Foundation, 371 NY-
25, Smithtown, NY 11787, where he and Frank
trained together, Middlesex Hospital Hospice,
or to an animal rescue of choice.

Portland

Irene Hanna Nichols

Irene Hanna Nichols, 90,
of Portland, passed away
peacefully at her home sur-
rounded by her family on
Saturday, Jan. 6. Born in
Middletown Nov. 18, 1933,
she was the daughter of the
late William J. and Marjo-
rie (Hallberg) Hanna Jr.

She grew up in Middle
Haddam, graduating from {8
East Hampton High School
at the top of her class. She
lived in Portland most of her life and spent her
summers at Stannard Beach in Westbrook. It was
at the beach that she was happiest, and is most re-
membered for hosting amazing parties, and just
relaxing on her patio overlooking the water. She
worked at Portland Boat Works for much of her
life handling boat sales and customer needs before
retiring and enjoying her time at her beach house
with family and friends. She was an avid reader,
always seen with her nose in a book. Besides
reading, she enjoyed teaching crafts, playing
BUNCO, spending time in the sun, playing with
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
baking, and hosting holiday parties.

Her family was everything to her, and she
never missed the chance to be at an event or
support them in any way she could. Her daugh-
ter Debbie and son-in-law Carl emulated that
by giving much of the last few years to see to
Irene’s care and comfort.

She is survived by her daughter, Debbie Nich-
ols Johnson and her husband Carl of Portland;
her granddaughter, Megan Lewis and her hus-
band Ryan of Middletown; her granddaughter,
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Ashley Majorowski and her husband Daniel
of Ephrata, Pa,; her brother, Robert Hanna of
Middle Haddam; her sister, Carol Baretta of
East Berlin; and her brother, William Hanna
and his wife Kimberly of Portland. She had five
great-grandchildren, Kayleigh and Ryan Lewis,
Abigail, Savannah and Josie Majorowski, whom
she adored.

She was pre-deceased by her parents, William
James Hanna Jr. and Marjorie Hallberg Hanna;
sister, Marjorie Hanna Schufer and brother-in-
law John Schufer; brother, Donald Hanna; sister-
in-law, Patricia Hanna; brother-in-law, William
Baretta; and niece, Jodi Baretta Bjorklund.

The family would like to thank Middlesex
Health Hospice Care, especially Hannah and
Shannon, as well as her home health care aid,
Nataylia, and family friend Barbara for their
compassion and care during her last few months.

Funeral services will be held Monday, Jan. 15,
at 11 a.m., at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St.,
Middletown. Burial will be held at the Union
Hill Cemetery, Middle Haddam. Visitation will
be held prior to the service on Monday from 10-
11 a.m. at Biega Funeral Home.

Those who wish may send memorial contribu-
tions to Middlesex Health Hospice Care.

To share memories or express condolences
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

Portland

Eleanor Fusari Lastrina

Eleanor “Ellie” Fusari Lastrina, 83, passed
away Sunday, Jan. 7, peacefully surrounded by
family in her hometown of Portland. She was
born Oct. 1, 1940.

Ellie was loving and caring and devoted 15
years of her life to caring for others at Port-
land Care and Rehabilitation. She was an ac-
tive member with her husband in the Portland
Volunteer Fire Department for many years. She
loved all of her grandchildren and great-grand-
children relentlessly. She enjoyed going to Outer
Banks, N.C., every year with all of her nieces,
nephews, and their children.

Eleanor is predeceased by her parents, Edna
and Gildo Fusari; daughter, Tammy Lastrina;
husband, Sebastian Lastrina. She is survived
by her brother, Robert Fusari Sr.; two sons, Mi-
chael and Mark Lastrina; “third” son, David
Opuszynski; daughters-in-law, Arlene and Lisa
Lastrina. She also leaves behind her grandchil-
dren, David (Sam), Keith (Kira), Kaylee (Erick)
and Jenna (James) Lastrina; also, great-grand-
children, Kelsie, Karson, and Kenzlee Lastrina.

The family invites you to pay your respects at
Portland Memorial Funeral Home, at 231 Main
St. in Portland, today, Friday, Jan. 12, from 5-7
p-m. The funeral service will be held at St. Mary
Church at 51 Freestone Ave., Portland, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 13, at 9 a.m.
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Colchester

Kathryn Lee Legato

Kathryn Lee Legato, 83,
of Colchester, formerly of
Salem, passed away on the
early morning of Friday,
Jan. 5, at Backus Hospital
in Norwich. Born Dec. 9,
1940, in New York, she
was the daughter of the
late Edward Radigan and
Mabel (Hunt) Radigan.

Kathryn worked for
many years as a registered
nurse, helping to support family needs and fund
her children’s education. She obtained her de-
gree in nursing from Saint Vincent Hospital of
the City of New York and shortly afterward mar-
ried her husband, the late John E Legato (Jack),
sharing 57 years of marriage together before he
predeceased her in December 2019. Kathryn
and John settled in Ringwood, N.J., and began
to raise their family. Later, they moved to Con-
necticut in support of Jack’s career as an engi-
neer. Following a brief stay in Farmington, they
relocated for seven years to Granby before set-
tling in Salem, where they would reside through
early retirement.

Kathryn was an avid bowler and long-stand-
ing member of a league in Norwich with her
husband. In her spare time, she enjoyed garden-
ing, reading, and watching her favorite sports
teams: the New York Yankees and the UConn
men’s and women’s basketball teams. She was
also known for her needlework, sewing prowess
and cooking ability.

She is survived by her children, Christine
(Paul) Luhman, John (Denise) Legato, and
Michael (Lisa) Legato; grandchildren, Jennifer
Luhman, Jonathan (Sara) Legato and Brian Le-
gato; great-granddaughter, Madeline; siblings,
Steven (Nancy) Radigan, Hugh (Malissa) Ra-
digan and sister-in-law Roberta Radigan; and
numerous other extended family and friends.

In addition to her parents and spouse, she is
predeceased by her siblings, Mary Anne and
Edward Radigan.

Visitation will be held Thursday, Jan. 18, from
10-11 a.m., directly at the St. Andrew Church,
128 Norwich Ave., Colchester, followed by an
11 a.m. memorial Mass. Burial to follow in the
New St. Andrew Cemetery on Gillette’s Lane in
Colchester.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memo-
rial donations be made to the Colchester Senior
Center, 95 Norwich Ave., Colchester CT 06415.

To share a memory of Kathryn, or sign the
online guestbook, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.
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Hulland Nets 35,
Raptors Beat Bobcats

By Josh Howard

Senior Brady Hulland scored a career-high
35 points as RHAM High School boys basket-
ball rallied to easily take down Bacon Acad-
emy 81-59 on Jan 2.

Playing in Colchester, the host Bobcats took
a 15-14 lead after the first quarter behind eight
points from Sawyer Nauss. Nauss and fellow
sophomore Troy Johnson each finished with a
team-high 17 points.

But Bacon’s lead was short lived as Hulland
took over in the second and third quarters,
scoring 31 of his game-high 35 points over the
16-minute stretch. He scored 14 points in the
second quarter as the Raptors easily erased
the one-point deficit, scoring 28 points as a
team and taking a 42-24 lead into the break.
Hulland then dumped in 17 in the third quar-

ter as the Raptors scored 29 as a team, taking a
comfortable 71-41 lead heading into the final
frame.

Troy Miller added 21 points and Jack Ayer
chipped in with eight points for the Raptors,
who are 7-2 (as of publication) and play the
next three on the road, starting at East Catho-
lic High School on Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 6:45
p.m.

The Bobcats, who also got 12 points from
Theo Koutsofavas and 10 points from Jace
King in the loss to RHAM, currently stand
at 2-5 overall. They too are in the middle of
a three-game road trip, heading to Killingly
High School tonight (Friday, Jan. 12) for a
game at 7 p.m.

Free Viewing of Screenagers

AHM Youth and Family Services will host a
free viewing of the award-winning documenta-
ry SCREENAGERS: Growing Up In The Digital
Age on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at AHM, 25 Pendleton
Drive, Hebron.

Through stories and insights from authors,
psychologists and brain scientists, this docu-
mentary reveals how tech time impacts kids’
development and offers solutions on how adults
can empower kids to navigate the digital world

and find balance. This movie was created for
parents to watch together with their children in
grades 6-12.

AHM welcomes residents of Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough, Columbia and surround-
ing towns to this screening. RSVP to jenniferb@
ahmyouth.org with the number of adults and
youth attending. Learn more at www.screenag-
ersmovie.com.

Parent Support Organization
to Hold New Members Event

Two years ago, a group of mothers established
a local chapter of the national nonprofit orga-
nization MAEVE. MAEVE stands for mother-
hood, alliance, equity, village, and empower-
ment. MAEVE is a charitable organization that
seeks to empower all who mother, regardless of
gender or zip code, in support of one another
and their communities.

MAEVE RHAM will hold an event for cur-
rent and potential new members on Sunday,
Jan. 14, from 2-4 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall
at Marlborough Congregational Church. The
event will include arts and crafts activities for

children of all ages. All are welcome. The hall
is handicapped-accessible, and parking is avail-
able.

MAEVE RHAM has members in the RHAM
region as well as East Hampton and Glaston-
bury. All parents throughout the RHAM region
and surrounding communities are welcome to
join MAEVE RHAM. No membership fee is re-
quired; members are instead asked to make an
annual contribution to the organization, if they
are able.

For further
wearemaeve.org.

information, email rham@

Youth Lacrosse Registration, Clinic

RHAM Youth Lacrosse (RYL) registration is
open for the spring season — and RYL will also
offer a clinic later this month.

RYL offers programs for both boys and girls
in grades K-8. It is open to players that reside
in Hebron, Marlborough, Andover and other
local towns that do not offer a youth lacrosse
program. Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com
for more information and to sign up. Registra-

QPR & Narcan Training

AHM Youth and Family Services is hosting
two QPR and Narcan sessions — one on Mon-
day, Feb. 6, and one on Monday, April 1.

Training will include: The Good Samaritan
Law, support information and resources, and
warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to re-
spond. Participants will receive a QPR (Ques-
tion, Persuade, Respond) training booklet and a
two-dose supply of Narcan.

There is no charge for this training. Reg-
istrants must be 18+. Visit ahmyouth.org for
more information and to register.
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One-year-old  Feliz, is a
charming black male cat with
panther-like reflexes and a
heart full of love. Feliz is not
just your ordinary feline; he’s
a unique character with a
penchant for shoulder rides, non-stop purring, and
a passion for face smushing. If you're in search of a
playful, affectionate, and entertaining feline friend,
Feliz might just be the perfect match for you.

FOR MORE INFO ON ADOPTING CA

0

“PET OF THE WEEK”

Two-year-old Opal is a super sweet
and snuggly girl. The moment you
sit down, she'll eagerly hop onto
your lap and accept all the pets you |
can possibly give. There’s no place
shed rather be. Her affection and |
affinity towards humans is limitess |
— cats on the other hand, not so
much. She tolerates other cats, but
Opal is most content by herself with
just her human companions.

S or DOGS, cALL 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED - CALL: 860-569-0722 O&)

Anon-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization,
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

@ Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

tion deadline for the spring season is Saturday,
Feb. 10. Email any questions to rhamyouthla-
crosseregistrar@gmail.com.

Also, there will be a free Learn to Play La-
crosse clinic, for any child grades K-8 interested
in trying lacrosse, on Sunday, Jan. 21, at RHAM
High School. No equipment is required to at-
tend the clinic. Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.
com to sign up and for more information.

Internet & Phone App

Safet(?f Discussion

All are invited to AHM Youth and Family
Services on Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 6-7 p.m., and
meet with members of the Connecticut State
Police who will discuss digital trends and iden-
tify high-risk behaviors associated with some
youth.

AHM welcomes residents of Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough, Columbia and surround-
ing towns to this free discussion. RSVP to Jenn
Boehler 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ah-
myouth.org.
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MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

TOWN OF PORTLAND

The Marlborough Zoning Commission at its regular meeting on January 4,
2024, ook the following actions:

APPLICATION APPROVED:

APPLICATION #Z-09-23 - 198 E. Hampton Road (Applicant) change of use

ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 178 1112

PROPERTY AUCTION

The tax collector of the Princess Pocotopaug Association has
levied upon the following properties in East Hampton and slated
them for public auction to satisfy delinquent taxes and charges
under C.G.S. § 12-157. Volume and page numbers refer to the
East Hampton land records. Unless paid, these properties will
be auctioned in “as is” condition at 1:00 p.m. on March 21, 2024
at the Princess Pocotopaug Clubhouse at 9 Seminole Trail in
East Hampton.

27 Namonee Trail (Volume 541 Page 586) owned by Matt
Bemont, owing $1,704.08. Albert Maturo may have interests
which will be extinguished by the sale.

12 Navajo Trail (Volume 244 Page 88) owned by Christopher
J. Ewing and Joann Ewing, owing $3,262.46.

12 Mohican Trail (Volume 531 at Page 977) owned by Kim
Moon, owing $1,853.62. Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. and Gold Star Mortgage Financial Group, Corpo-
ration, a Michigan Corporation may have interests which will be
extinguished by the sale.

8 Sequonia Trail (Volume 477 Page 743) owned by Pamela L.
Wilkinson and Dean M. Wilkinson, owing $2,049.14.

The dollar amounts listed are through the end of last month.
Additional taxes, interest, fees, and other charges authorized by
law accruing after the last day of the month immediately preced-
ing this notice are owed in addition to the amount indicated as
due and owing in this notice.

Bidders must present $5,000 per property in certified funds
payable to “Pullman & Comley, Trustee” on the day of the sale,
and the winning bidder must pay the balance of the sale price
within 5 days or forfeit that deposit and the property. Absent
a redemption, the purchaser will take title “free and clear” six
months after the auction except for Town taxes and certain other

encumbrances. Details at www.cttaxsales.com.
1TB 1/12

Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of
Portland that the second installment of real estate and personal
property taxes on the October 1, 2022 Grand List and the
Supplemental motor vehicle taxes are due and payable on
January 1, 2024..

Taxes not paid in full on or before Monday, February 1, 2024
become delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of one
and one half (1 %) per cent per month from due date (3%, if
paid in February). Minimum interest charge is $2.00.

Quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and payable
January 17, 2024. Payment not made in full on or before Febru-
ary 17, 2024 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from
due date.

Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax. Please
contact the Collector of Revenue if you do not have a bill. Tax
information is available on the Town of Portland website www.
portlandct.org .

Online tax payments are accepted by visiting our website www.
portlandct.org and are subject to convenience fees.

Payments are accepted at the Collector of Revenue’s office, 33
East Main Street, Portland, CT or by mail: Town of Portland Col-
lector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071. We
do have a drop box for after hour payments by the back door.
Office hours are as follows:

Monday, December 25, 2023: CLOSED

Monday, January 1, 2024: CLOSED New Year's Eve

Monday, January 15, 2024 CLOSED Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Cynthia L. Gotta, CCMC

Town of Portland

Collector of Revenue 3TB 12/22, 112, 1126

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER
ATTENTION COLCHESTER TAXPAYERS

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make
every effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without
charge, that part of an advertisement in which an error may occur,
provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The
liability of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions
from any advertisement will in no way exceed the amount of the
charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no
responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person
or persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, po-
litical or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury
Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every effort will be made
to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for the protection
of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific place-
ment of ads and will try to accommodate everyone’s requests.
The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester taxpayers that
Motor Vehicle Supplemental taxes and the second installment of
Real Estate taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2022 are due
and payable on January 1, 2024. The second installment bill for
Real Estate taxes was mailed in October 2023. No additional bills
for the second installment for Real Estate taxes will be mailed.
Taxes not paid in full on or before February 1, 2024 become
delinquent and are subject to interest at the rate of 1 %% per
month or 18% annum, from the due date of the tax, as required
by Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130,145 and 146. Mail postmarked (US
Postal Service postmark only) on or before February 1, 2024 will
be considered as having been paid on time. Payments dropped
in the town hall’s drop box after 4:30p.m. on February 1

2024, will be considered as having been made on the follow-

ing business day and will be deemed as paid late.
Failure to receive a tax bill does not invalidate the tax or any

interest charged should the tax become delinquent. If you did
not receive a bill and think you should please contact the office
immediately. Conn Gen Stat. 12-130

Please make all checks payable to the Tax Collector and mailed
to: Tax Office, 127 Norwich Avenue Colchester, CT, 06415. If a
receipt is desired, please send a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope and two copies of the bill. Pay on-line by visiting our website
www.colchesterct.gov; FEES APPLY. Hours of collection are
Monday — Wednesday and Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm; Thursday
8:30am- 7pm. Questions concerning tax payments should be
directed to the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michele Wyatt, C.C.M.C.

Tax Collector

Town of Colchester

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
LEGAL NOTICE

All persons liable to pay the second installment for Real Es-
tate, Personal Property, Motor Vehicle and the Supplemental
Motor Vehicle tax to the Town of Marlborough as levied on the
October 1, 2022 Grand List are hereby notified the taxes are
due and payable on January 1, 2024 and will be delinquent
February 1, 2024. Delinquent bills will be subject to interest
of one and one-half percent per month reverting back to the
due date or 18% a year. Minimum interest is $2.00 The
Mill Rate for Real Estate and Personal Property for the 2023-
2024 Fiscal Year is 34.73. The Mill Rate for Motor Vehicles
is 32.46.

Tax payments may be mailed to Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29,
Marlborough, CT 06447, placed in the DROPBOX at Town
Hall, in person at the Tax Collector’s office during normal
business hours or paid online, www.marlboroughct.net with
Mastercard, Visa, or ACH. Tax Collector hours are: Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m, Tuesday 8:30
a.m.-7:00 p.m., Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 Noon.
Respectfully submitted

Barbara Lazzari

Tax Collector
3TB 12/22, 112, 1/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION
HEBRON, CT

Pursuant to Section 9 of the Inland Wetlands and Watercourse
Regulations of the Town of Hebron, the Conservation Commission
has scheduled a Public Hearing on the following application:
Petition 2023-04, Roderic A. McCorrison, 5-Lot Subdivision, Church
Street, Map 12, Lot 18, Zone NC into 3 lots and Zone R-1 into 2 lots
The hearing will be held Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 7:30 P.M., at
a virtual meeting.

Conservation Commission
Jan 18, 2024, 7:30-10:30 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your computer,
tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/707271837
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 707-271-837
United States: +1 (408) 650-3123
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, CT this 2nd day of January 2024.
James P. Cordier, Wetlands Agent

for Tom Loto, Chairman, Hebron Conservation Commission
2TB 1/5, 1/12

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF MEETING RELOCATION

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Regular Meeting of the Colchester Zoning Board of Ap-
peals scheduled for Tuesday, January 16, 2024, which was

to be held at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall Meeting Room, 127
Norwich Avenug, Colchester, CT 06415 has been relocated to
7:00 PM at the Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Avenue,
Colchester, CT 06415.

Zoning Board of Appeals

Laurie Robinson, Chair 118 112

The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission held a
regular meeting on January 3, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town
Hall, Eaton Smith Council Chambers Room 107 and via ZOOM
Virtual Meeting to consider the following:

PZC-23-017: Salt Pond Apartments, LLC, Edgewater Circle, Re-
subdivision approval  for the creation of 2 lots. Map 10A/Block
85/Lot 5C — Approved with modifications.

Kevin Kuhr, Chairman 1TB 1112

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with §7-394 of the
Connecticut State Statutes, that the audit of the financial state-
ments of the Town of East Hampton for the year ending June
30, 2023 has been filed with the Town Clerk on January 3, 2024
and is available for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office,
1 Community Drive, East Hampton, Connecticut.

Attest: Patricia Burnham, CCTC

3TB 12/22, 1/12, 1/26

CLASSIFIEDS PAY

in The Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast News Bulletin

Fill out, clip and mail to:

The Glastonbury Citizen, P.O. Box 373,

Glastonbury, CT 06033-0373
Citizen Deadline: Mon. NOON e Bulletin Deadline: Wed. NOON

Category (example: For Sale)

Classified Text: Aword is anything with spaces around it. For example: Rd.,
2BR, 6-cyl. are all one word each. A phone number is one word.)

Email Your Classified Line Ad

to admin®glcitizen.com and call with your credit card number.

PLEASE CHECK ONE

O $10.00 per week for 25 words or less in
The Glastonbury Citizen; 20¢ ea. add’l word

Q $9.00 per week for 25 words or less in the
Rivereast News Bulletin; 20¢ ea. add’l word

0 $18.00 per week combination rate, 20¢ ea. add’l
word for insertion in both in both papers.
Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen.

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
: Additional Words (20¢ per word): :
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
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TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF ACTION

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals held
a Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm on January 8, 2024 at the East
Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive to consider the fol-
lowing:

ZBA-23-010: ZBA-23-010: David Spinato, 7 Oakum Dock

Acting Town Clerk Road, Reduce front setback from 50" to 12'.5” and rear setback
Dated this 3rd day of January 2024 at East Hampton, Con- from 50 to 40’ for addition. Map 01C/Block 9A/Lot 2 - Approved
necticut 1TB 1/12 1TB 1/12
TOWN OF PORTLAND T(?-Vélg p?LFNI-gET?CRS N
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION At their meeting on January 4, 2024, the Board of Selectmen
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION : Hebron B

Zone B-2.

Martha Dumas, Chairwoman
Inland Wetlands Commission

At the January 2, 2023 regular meeting, the Inland Wetlands
Commission took the following actions:

IWC Application # 23-01: Portland Cobalt Road. Proposed
retail fueling station and convenience store with work within
the inland wetland regulated area. Application of Jannat LLC
and property of MJS Realty Venture LLC. Map 31, Lot 23-2.

Dated in Portland, CT. this 9th day of January 2024

1TB 1/12

declared a vacancy on the Hebron Board of Education. The
Selectmen designate Friday, January 12, 2024, as the posting
date for the vacancy notice. The 35th and final day by which
nominations shall be received is Friday, February 16, 2024. The
Board of Selectmen are now notifying the political parties and
the general public of this vacancy.

Interested candidates should attend a meeting of the Commis-
sion and discuss with the Chairman the frequency of meetings
and the time commitment involved.

All residents of Hebron who are registered to vote are eligible.
Letters of interest or questions may be addressed to Andrew

J. Tierney, Town Manager, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street,
Hebron, Connecticut 06248 or call 860-228-5971.

1TB 1/12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

D R
JUNL

FOUND IN HEBRON:
Male Shepard, tan and
black markings. Contact
Jay Hunniford at 860-
455-3440 for more in-
formation.

EMPLOYMENT

M EDICAL
RECEPTIONIST
POSITION: available
in a podiatrist office
in Marlborough. Re-
sponsibilities include
- Greet patients, com-
plete check-in/check-
out tasks including in-
surance verification,
pre-authorization, an-
swer phones, sched-
ule appointments and
surgeries, insurance
follow-ups. Qualifica-
tions - Knowledge of
healthcare products,
excellent communica-
tion, administrative and
computer skills, excel-
lent telephone etiquette,
reliable, dependable,
organized, high stand-
ard for customer service,
ICS software a plus.
Email or fax resume to
Britt.cc27@gmail.com
or 860-295-9184.

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

S EE KI N G
AUTOMOTIVE
MECHANIC: for im-
mediate hire at fast
growing shop in
Middletown. Strong
mechanical aptitude
and troubleshooting
skills. Must be able to
diagnose and repair
mechanical issues and
be deadline and de-
tail oriented. Ability to
thrive in a fast-paced
environment. 2-3 years
automotive experience
preferred. Diesel ex-
perience is a plus! Must
have your own tools.
Call George 860-346-
5551.

COOK WANTED:
$18 to $23 an hour de-
pending on experience.
Please apply at Eggs Up
Restaurant on Rt.66 in
Portland.

Like us on Facebhook .

RivereastNewsBulletin

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed
ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 $

CIT1-12-23

FULL-TIME CLEANER
AND MORNING
COUNTER HELP:
Wanted in busy bakery.
Stop in to Marlborough
Country Bakery on
Independence Drive.

FREELANCE
REPORTERS

We are looking for skilled freelance writers
to report on local government, meetings
and community events in the towns we
serve - Cromwell, Newington, Rocky Hill
and Wethersfield.

Must be able to report news clearly and
meet important weekly deadlines.

Please send cover letter, resume and any
writing clips or samples to:
greg@rarereminder.com



NEWS BULLETIN ¢ January 12, 2024

EMPLOYMENT

Page 29

REAL ESTATE

Colebrook Village at Hebron:
NOW HIRING!
Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated
people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable
work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals. ..

Call Cheyenne Baker at 860-801-1114
or email cbaker@colebrookvillage.com

CIT11-23-23

Clerk part-time

Town of Portland, Connecticut (EOE)
Deadline: 1/19/2024

Send Town application to: First Selectman’s Office, P.O.
Box 71, Portland, CT 06480
Starting $22.20; 8 hours weekly at the Senior Center, non-
union/non-exempt position. Subject to pre-employment drug/
alcohol testing. All qualified applicants will be considered for
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin. Qualifications: High School diploma or GED
equivalent; must have a valid Connecticut Driver’s License.
Must have good knowledge, skill and ability in general office
procedures, secretarial techniques, bookkeeping and various

word processing computer applications.
1TB 1/12

Office Assistant-Recreation Department
(Part-time)

The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the
part time (up to 19.5 hours per week) position of Office As-
sistant for the Recreation Department. Responsibilities include
administrative support to the Director and Program Coordinator.
Knowledge of general office procedures, including but not
limited to, scheduling appointments, maintaining department
records, receiving, and responding to telephone calls and visi-
tors, preparation and posting of meeting agendas and program
registrations notices. Experience in general office work and
strong computer skills required. $17.50 per hour.

Please submit a cover letter, resume and an employment
application by January 22, 2024, or until filled, to the Town

of East Hampton, Department of Human Resources, 1 Com-
munity Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. EOE/AAIM-F. www.
easthamptonct.gov

Posted: January 5, 2024

Closing: January 22, 2024

1TB 1/12

WELDER/PIPE FITTER
POSITION AVAILABLE

AISC Certified Steel Fabrication Shop is looking for
experienced, motivated individuals to work in a fast
paced environment. Prior experience in blueprint
reading and all types of metal working equipment is
a must. Perform GMAW welding, simple fabrications,
welding of components per AWS Code. Certified Welding
Inspectors Certificate and or past welding experience
to state and local welding codes is a plus. Must pass
Certification in processes per AWS D1.5. We will train
qualified applicants to our methods of operation given
the desired attitude and aptitude qualities are found to
be present. Benefits include: Health Insurance, 401(k),
Vacation, Life and Disability Insurance.

Please send resumes to: P.O. Box 186,

Colchester, CT 06415 or email your resume to:
beth@eaglemanufacturinginc.com

RE1-12-24
————

Shop Manager/QC Manager Position

Eagle Manufacturing Company, located in Colchester, CT is
seeking a dynamic & experienced Shop Manager/QC Manager
to join our fast-growing team. As a leader in the steel fabrication
industry, we require candidates with a minimum of five years’
experience in the steel fabrication, along with expertise in
welding, blueprint reading, & effective communication with both
management and shop personnel. The ideal candidate for this
position is a Certified Welding Inspector (CWI) with proven abilities
in managing production staff. We value motivation and a strong
team-oriented mindset, as we strive to foster a collaborative work
environment that supports the growth of our company.

In additon to competitive compensation, we offer a
comprehensive benefits package including paid vacation,
holidays, employer funded HRA, medical & dental insurance, &
generous matching 401k plan, STD, LTD and Life Insurance. Upon
successful completion of the 30-day probationary period, these
benefits will become available. Compensation will be between
$75-$100,000 depending upon qualifications and experience.

To apply, please email your resume to:

beth@eaglemanufacturinginc.com RE1.5.24
5.

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error,
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or
persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc.
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and
propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will
take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate

everyone’s requests. e Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

HELP MOM! Medicine Reminders, Meals,
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.
All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.
Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

COLCHESTER 860-967-0831

GLASTONBURY
OFFICE SPACE FOR
RENT: Individual offices
or space up to 1000-
1400 square feet suites.
Use of conference room
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

RE8-13-21
—

Colebrook Village at Hebron:
NOW HIRING!
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated
people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home v/
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable
work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals...

Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com

SPACE FOR RENT: in
Cobalt for breakfast or
luncheon. Call Tushar,
860-680-4768

(1) ﬁ Lol

—————

CIT11-23-23

Skywew@*

EALTY Matt Faski

Sales Associate

Jack Faski

Owner/Broker
Looking to relocate or open
a new business in COLCHESTER?

2 PRIME SPOTS ON SOUTH MAIN STREET:

464 South Main St: Property
has approximately 9069 sq |
ft of ground level space that
can be split in different ways.
Current location of Granite
Group. Great location for |
retail, office, gym, light mfg E

with approval. Easily changeable space to ﬁt your needs with loading dock and outdoor
storage. Offered at $12 + a sq ft NNN. Dependent on fit up and space requirements.

119 South Main St: Well maintained high
traffic plaza in CVS Plaza in the center of
Colchester. 2400 sq ft of 2nd floor space with
street level awning covered entrance. Newly
installed LED sensor lighting throughout.
Separatc entrance with a551stcd ramp and lift.

commercial possibilities. Add’l 800 sq fr +-

— == available on ground level with loading dock and

overhead door at add cost to be determined. Offered at $2400 month plus all utilities,
cable TV, credit check, insurance, maintenance/repairs, real estate taxes, trash service.

Call Us For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs
— 860-214-1147 - www.skyview-realty.com —
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

RE1-12-24

Your, local griend in Real Edtate

Life’s biggest tragedy is
that we get old too soon
and wise too late.

ANGELA ARESCO

etter Service | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
www.angelaaresco.com

RE1-12-24

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

860.638.9485

CIT12-21-23

EauaLHousive
vvvvvvvvvv

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 - C (860) 214-9923

See you in the spring with services such as: .
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing * Brush Removal 7
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ¢ Mulch Installation
Light Moving  Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —
—

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT

E12-29-23

!

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

LANDSCAPRPING Water Features
Commercial - Residential Spring / Fall Cleanups
Locally in East Hampton, CT ~Lawn Renovations / Clearing

NOW SCHEDULING:

Fall Cleanups & Snow Removal

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203

RE9-29-23

Discounted Winter Rates Available, Call Now!
Group & Referral Discounts 10%
e Hazardous Tree Removal
— We Climb or Bucket Truck Service
* Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions

(__FULLY INSURED ) State Lic. #SFPH000902 ( FREE ESTIMATES

Gall 860-228-5009

Dorsey Construction
WINTER IS HERE!

Cleanups * Gutter & Leader Cleaning * Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounfs —

John Dorsey * 860-890-9884

RE12-29-23




Page 30

TREE & LANDSCAPING
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January 12, 2024

CALL JACK TODAY

Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance * Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping * Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE

TREE
REMOVAL

—— YARD EXPANSIONS —
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards - Fully Insured
C & C Lawncare — East Hampton

(860) 818-2773

RE11-26-21

Landscaping &
Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Free Estimates * Fully Insured
Howes your yard?

RE6-2-23

(203) 435-5399

%

RE10-13-23

ROOF #
SHOVELING ™

Commercial & Residential
Call for an estimate today!

— Lawns-N-Stuff —
(860) 295-9692

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Tree Takedown \
Stump Removal >\
Yard Expansion

—
‘ VISA ‘
—

On Site Sawmilling + Brush Removal
Climber / Bucket Truck

Reasonable Rates - Free Written Estimates

Dondero Lawn Care
S860-228-2003 o> ESTIMATES

LIKE
US ON

Facebook

RE1-13-23

FREE

RivereastNewsBulletin

STARKEY HOME
REMODELLING: Call
today for a free estim-
ate on all your Interior
and Exterior needs.
Roofing, decks, sheds,
windows/doors, gut-
ters, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry,
siding, kitchens/baths,
basements, flooring
(tile, hardwood, lamin-
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

FROM ADDITIONS,
DECKS, ROOFS &
DOORS: to finished
basements, siding, &
floors. Licensed/insured.
Give us a call for free
estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
junk and debris removal,
back hoe, dump truck,
septic. Fully licensed
and insured. Ben Egri
860-712-6257.

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC.
Locally owned/ op-
erated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 11c
INTERIOR

¢ All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal

* WP Removal, Rep. Windows

FREE
ESTIMATES

INSURED

* Home Improvements & Carpentry b

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

0
o
S
=
O|

J & S MASONRY:
Design patio, pool
patio, Chimney repair.
Stone walls, brick walls,
retaining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

RE3-13-20

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build/
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

R.J. Swider

Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling
860-228-3912

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

CIT3-5-20

> Séiicy

Home Improver

Soucy Solutions...tcating you right every time,

860-657-6462

www.alansoucy.com

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths
From design to finish you’ll love our work!
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,
visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

RE3-13-20

Professionals

Home Improvement w

* Residential & Commercial . Wenema

» Prompt, Safe & Reliable

+ All Household Jobs, Large or Small

* Professional, Insured & Bonded
Decks & Bathrooms ¢ Small Jobs as well

Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 « www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR
SERVICE

$$$ CASH $%$$
for SCRAP

FREE DUMPSTERS

for contractors & businesses

Ostrinsky Scrap

731 Parker St., Manchester, CT

860-643-5879 .

PAQUETTE
ROOFING!<

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years

— No Salesman

— No Subcontractors

— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available

Hebron, CT  Fully Insured  LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

CIT11-16-23

JA BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry - Roofing , _ g69,633.6015
Windows — Doors ¢ _ 860.550.0932
Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995 kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT3-5-20

Sharp Eye

HOME IMPROVEMENT

OVER 20 YEARS " Replacement
Decks EXPERIENCE Windows & Doors
Remodels = Finish Trim

Finished Basements = Additions

RE9-15-23

Sill Rot Replacement = To Do Lists
860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro |
HIC #0650133 « CT Licensed & Insured

Deart associates uc

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs & Flooring
* Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

Call Today! “===
FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED & INSURED

860-295-6475 - 860-916- 7939

h Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths

860-680-1832 (C)
License #609553 EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL « FULLY INSURED

RE3-18-22

BENGSTON HANDYMAN

& PAINTING SERVICE
Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

860-729-9387 “iomoon ©

RE12-4-20

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels &
Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors *

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 « Insured

Call 860.377.0380

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS e« BASEMENTS ¢ DECKS
* DORMERS  + BATHROOMS ° SIDING
* GARAGES  « KITCHENS * ROOFING
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com ® Insured ¢ CT 607510

CIT3-5-20

h Swanson

T PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

IRE1 2-29-23

cALL: 219-575-0370

A

= —— >

Remodels * Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman * Windows ® Doors
Flooring ¢ Concrete ® Walls
Patios * Sidewalks
Painting * Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

ASELLA

QNSTRUCTION,LLC

FULLY INSURED — HIC #0647145

Ask
about our M

RE3-26-21
I

RESIDENTIAL

_Eammy. HOME IMPROVEMENT

Roofing ¢ Siding * Skylights « Windows ¢ Gutters

Leaf Guards * Chimneys * Ridge Vents ¢ Repairs

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed
Siding Specials!

"25 Year Workmanshlp
Warranty!"

Call (860) 334-9979

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

LLC

Velux 5 Star Skylight
Specialist/installer
"Bringing
Light to Life"
Ask about our
"NO LEAK"
Warranty!

5 Star

Skylight
Specialist |3
* Kk %
*

GONTRACTOR

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

RE4-22-22
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reliable

7 QA ROOF
/}SOUCJ’ REPAIRS

Full Roofing Systems
Leaks * Rec Rooms * Bathrooms
Decks * Windows ¢« Doors

860.657.6462

Quality Workmanship
o bl ey

S A e
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls * Bluestone ¢ Steps

Fireplaces ¢ Chimneys ¢ Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Free Estimates KEN (203) 558-4951

Lic. No. 0604514

<||‘“'|.>

ARKER

AINTING & W

Interior/Exterior * Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
insurer_860=-338-0156

SERVICES

STREAMLINE(@) GENERATOR

a division of

STREAMLINELECTRICLLC
A~

SHAW DRYWALL

CIT3-5-20

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CIT3-5-20
RE3-13-20

Lic#
0622777

CT. LIC. #0623063 FULLY INSURED

= CHARTER rd
== Siniiee o 53 ANNIVERSARY
sinco W 1969 RESTORATION Family Operated

PAINTING /| CARPENTRY CT Framing &

- N . — o |
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR Drywall, LLC
PAINTING ~“AgygeP~ _ _
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL” <n - 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
=l Home/Church/Historic [Ellm Preparation Specialist — u yus

860-781-0797

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Water Damage Repairs — Insurance Claims
Drywall New & Repairs « Wood Framing

Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

[El Since 1973 Over 2300 [l Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

&l Carpentry Services  [Ellm Hardwood Floor Finishing
[=l= Water Damage [l Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!
Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

LICENSED & INSURED
HIC #0671467

www.thepowerisout.com N
There is a better option than the brand

860 _467_6466 you hear so much about. Ask us WHY!

Metal Stud Framing Remodels « Additions { =

$100 OFF For New Customers

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

KOHLER
GENERATORS

PLATINUM DEALER

CIT3-9-23

RE12-29-23

SERVICES

BLACK GOOSE
CHIMNEY SWEEP:
Dirty chimneys can burn!
Having your chimney
cleaned yearly ensures
peace of mind. Dust-free
professional cleaning.
Fully insured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

CHIMNEY
MAINTENANCE:
Cleaning, caps,

dampers, flashing, fur-
nace liners and more.
No nonsense, no sales
pitch, just the work you
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

EFFICIENT
AND RELIABLE
CLEANING: Errands,
personal services. I'm
here to help. Experi-
ence hassle-free living.
Local references. Call
Michelle, 860-690-7681.
Leave a message.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

IS YOUR RETAINING
WALL : leaning or bul-
ging? But your material
still good? We can re-
build, save $3$$. Is your
walkway not level or col-
lecting water? But ma-
terial still good? We can
re-base, re-use your old
material and save $3$$!
Dondero Lawn Care
860-228-2003.

J & S PAINTING &
HOME IMPROVE-
MENT: Interior/exterior
painting, window/door
installation. Pool patio &
deck patio. Stucco, finish
basement, ceramic tiles,
bathroom, remodeling.
Building maintenance,
fence installation. House
and office cleaning. Call
John, 860-796-0006.

JOSH’S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

aN

()

TLUTHIL L

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and mlm!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 3
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 %5

o
q
&

-

CIT3-17-22

AIRSERFLO

MECHANICAL ..

Installation & Service Available

Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC * Furnace ° Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ¢ Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAIl.ABLE —

CT Lic

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

RE11-6-20

William Allen 860-633-
1033.

#393394 860-989-5079

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

==

DCT , LLC Wellis Painting
. " . Where Quality Still Counts
Light Excavation & Grading EST. 1986 - Lic# 568591
Columbia Sealcoat Co. COLUMBIA 3 Bush Hogging + Walkways & Patios Ceiling Repair A A A
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL GRAVEL °? Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins Specialists
Protect & Renew ¢J = W . [ u ]
P Drivewa @ 1D
rour povemont | |neporicney . Stone & Gravel Driveways e es2-9259| | Electrician Servic€s
.0 P 9 Flat Concrete Work
Crack & Patch Repair FREE ESTIMATES P SPECIALIZING IN: \. y
FREE ESTIMATES _ LICENSED & INSURED — 860-228-0556 == ; All phases of Painting FORALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
860-228-7171 Licins 860-228-7171 860-604-6477 L8 QI Cnsiim Residential & Commercial Wiring

Textured Ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping
Water Damage

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
S

JOHN LACY PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

|'-~-» Snow Septic Repair, LLc
[ — — FREE ESTIMATES —
A fully licensed & insured specialist of

sub surface waste water disposal systems Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems

RE3-13-20
—

for residen_tial & commercial properties_. {c‘ £ L Licensep — No Job Too Big or Too Small —Nsurep —~—
oo i iiomeriis, | (B, (Walls 28159 (il [ s B e e -

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience Free Estimates | 18' X 16' av@. room |3 o 4 ,!- < ko B aaaelectricianservices.com ELC. 0193730.E1
SnowsepticRopar.com - 860218735 | | exvenince 860-416-8354 || “< T2

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces

Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage
= HIC. 0653192 « CALL US

860-598-8091

LUMBING & HERTING:

P
}/ v from dripping fancets to all ¢ \ef\
‘ njéz your major plumbing/ beating needs 5%‘ 5

Water Heaters ® Zoned Heat

Boiler Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Lic. # P204015H389727

OH DEER! IT'S THAT TIME OF
THE YEAR AGAIN! <7

CALL M.]. EMONDS FOR
ALL YOUR HVAC NEEDS
THIS WINTER!

860-657-

RE3-13-20

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

FULLER

Insured

RE3-13-20

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES ¢ SERVICE » REPAIRS ——
WATER SOFTENERS - FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

M.J. Emonds
www.hydro-pure.com & \iccHanicaL

SPECIALIST
info@hydro-pure.com e === ;
@ info@hydrop &

860-537-1949 o = )

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming ¢ Residential « Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.
FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

With 25 years of service, you can
trust the M.]. Emonds family with
all your HVAC needs.

th

CIT3-5-20
—

CIT12-7-23
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CLEANING SERVICES j FOR SALE

BRAZILIAN
CLEANING SERVICE:
Responsible, Brazilian
woman seeking house
cleaning clients. Very
professional and punc-
tual. Also good with pets.
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

HOUSE CLEANING:
Polish/English speaking
woman can clean your
house with care. 3rd
cleaning 30% off.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
Insured and bonded.
Call 860-268-2301.

EUROPEAN SUPER
CLEANING: Respons-
ible Polish woman seek-
ing cleaning work. For
more information call
Halina at 860-305-8131.

HOUSE CLEANING:
Need some help to get
your home clean? I'd
be happy to help. | have
10+ years of experience,
| offer reliable service.
reasonable rates and |
do an amazing job. Re-
ferences upon request.
Please call or text for
free estimates. ARIANE’

WOOD FLOORS:
Questions whether your
wood floors really need
sanding? Have existi-
ng surface finish deep
cleaned, revitalized, with
a durable acrylic/ureth-
ane floor finish. The best
alternative to the mess,
expense of sanding.
Vinyl floors stripped/re-
finished. Experienced,
references, insured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only

RATES AS )
LOW AS $49 :
N
All Products Included j
We also include sanitizing, ™|
do groceries & run errands

455 860-849-2768

LICENSED

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates

BUYING AND
SELLING STIHL
AND HUSQVARNA
CHAINSAWS: Tired of
paying ridiculous dealer
prices? | offer on-site
small engine repair and
shop repairs at my HQ
in Colchester. Call right
away, 860-810-8879.
Ask for Mike.

FIREWOOD FOR
SALE: $260/CORD.
Call Garrett 860-692-
8876.

FIREWOOD
SEASONED/SPLIT:
hard wood. Full cord
$270. Half cord $165.
Delivery included to
local area. Quick deliv-
ery. Call 860-633-5766.

FIREWOOD FOR
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered locally $290/
CORD. Can custom cut
to size. Multiple cord
discount. Call/text 860-
202-8950.

2000 CHEVY IMPALA:
Good condition. 138K
miles. $3000. Call 860-
643-1002.

PREMIUM
HARDWOOD:
Seasoned and split.
Must pick up wood,
$250/CORD. Call Lisa,
860-214-8103.

HAY FOR SALE:
Square bales, Alfalfa
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

POP-UP, INDOOR
VINTAGE KNICK-
KNACKS SHOW: Jan
13th & 27th, 9am-1pm.
Knick-knacks, jewel-
ry, sale items. CASH
ONLY. 7 South Main St,
Marlborough. Large red
building. See signs for
parking.

& Prof. Skills. New Customer
Discount Available. g

8G0-798-7961 %

S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

START 2024 WITH
A CLEAN SEPTIC TANK.

Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!
d 4 No one wants a problem in wmter’

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

W e

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY Suburban Sanitation Service

(860) 267-6102

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

EQUAL HOUSING

REALTOR OPPORTUNITY

Serving Central (T & Middlesex County

iIKeep honte &
cozyRthvskeinteny

Special Savings available on a New
Mitsubishi Electric Heating and
Cooling System” Call to schedule a
Free In-Home Consultation or visit
our Showroom in Portland CT for
more info. |

Heating
Cooling

Furnace &
Air Conditioning
Installation

Repair &
Maintenance

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING |

(CGall ﬂ%m

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66) Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM -4 PM '

absoluteairservices.com

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-51

T:s :
Heating S:Ceolmg Installation and-Service

RE1-12-24




