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• Local Expertise: Optimize your property value leveraging our deep Connecticut roots.

• Negotiation Expertise: Secure the best deal with our skilled negotiators by your side.

• Home Staging: Complimentary staging to showcase your home at its absolute best.

• Legal Guidance: Navigate paperwork confidently with access to expert legal advice.

• Tailored Solutions: Personalized strategies for a quick, stress-free sale that fits your unique needs.

• Post-Sale Support: Ongoing assistance even after your sale is complete, ensuring a smooth transition.
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Colchester Celebrates MLK Jr. Day

Colchester celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. at Cragin Memorial Library on Jan 13 
with a community reading. Readers for the event included, from left, Noreen Bibee, 
president of Friends of Cragin Memorial Library; Resident State Trooper Sgt. Zach-
ary Cash; Colchester Fire & EMS Fire Chief Steve Hoffmann; First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler; the Rev. Lauren Ostrout, of Colchester Federated Church; Shawn Pelletier, 
of the CORE Commission; and Nancy Nelson, Senior Center representative.

By Michael Sinkewicz
Members of the Colchester community gath-

ered last weekend to honor the legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr., reading notable excerpts from 
the civil rights movement and speaking to his 
influence more than 55 years after his death.

Town officials and residents attended the 
event held last Saturday morning at the Cragin 
Memorial Library. The gathering was hosted 
by Colchester’s Openness to Respecting Equity 
(CORE) Commission — the second time it’s 
sponsored a community celebration marking 
the federal holiday.

On Jan. 15, King would’ve celebrated his 95th 
birthday, but even decades after he fought for 
racial justice, “his message still rings true today,” 
said Shawn Pelletier, chair of the Core Commis-
sion, whose shirt displayed the message, “His 
dream still matters.”

Pelletier emphasized the significance of hon-
oring and continuing the activism advanced by 
King across the country.

“I think it’s important that we recognize we’re 
all in this together,” she told the Rivereast. “It’s 
up to us to make it better or to make it worse. I 
think Dr. King really resembles how to make it 
better. Not that it’s easy, but there’s ways to make 
it better.”

MLK Excerpts
The event represented an opportunity for 

numerous town officials to share quotes from 
King’s speeches and essays, and reflect on their 
impact.

Pelletier pointed to letters written by King in 
the summer of 1944 when he worked on a farm 
just 35 miles away in Simsbury — a piece of his 
journey some people might not be familiar with. 

“What people may not think about is the time 
that he spent in Connecticut,” she said.  “It really 
had a lasting positive impression on him and it 

really shaped his views and it influenced his ca-
reer path.”

As a young man, his experience that sum-
mer on a local tobacco farm exposed him to the 
promise of racial justice.

King wrote in one letter back home to his fa-
ther that after traveling north past Washington, 
DC, there was “no discrimination at all” and 
he was able to go “anyplace we want to and sit 
where we want to.”

His time here “opened his eyes and it showed 
him what’s possible” and “opened his world to 
the possibilities of integration, equality and 
freedom,” Pelletier said.

Fifteen years later in 1959, King returned to 
Connecticut, delivering remarks at the Bushnell 
in Hartford. By that time, he had already begun 
staging boycotts and established himself as a 
prominent leader.

“We were pivotal in his thinking and in his 

career path,” Pelletier said. “And it changed the 
world.”

Noreen Bibee, president of the Friends of 
Cragin Memorial Library, read an excerpt from 
“What Is Freedom? The Ethical Demands for 
Integration” — a 1962 King speech.

“The absence of freedom is the imposition of 
restraint on my deliberation as to what I shall 
do, where I shall live, how much I shall earn, the 
kind of tasks that I shall pursue,” she read, add-
ing, “I do not live, I merely exist.”

As a former teacher, Bibee stated that her 
students were always encouraged to speak up 
and if you disagreed with someone, you had to 
substantiate your opinion, as King encouraged 
during his remarks.

“You have to be free to choose,” she said. 
“Don’t let people tell you how to think. Don’t let 
people tell you what to say. You have the right to 
have your own authentic voice, and take pride 
in it.”

Colchester’s resident state trooper, Sgt. Zach 
Cash, read “What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?” — a 
speech King gave at a Philadelphia high school 
in 1967, less than a year before he was assassi-
nated. 

“Don’t allow anybody to make you feel that 
you are nobody,” Cash read. “Always feel that 
you count. Always feel that you have worth and 
always feel that your life has ultimate signifi-
cance.”

He continued that if you’re a street sweeper, 
“sweep streets like Michelangelo painted pic-
tures; sweep streets like Beethoven composed 
music.”

Reflecting on his own influences, Cash said 
his father was with the state police for 20 years. 
But, he added, not everybody has that type of 
role model growing up.

Storms Take Toll on Belltown Roads
By London Brazal 

Flooding has become a major issue in Con-
necticut, with multiple reports of damage and 
debris in towns across the state – and East 
Hampton is no different.

As reported by Town Manager David Cox, 
Public Works crews have spent a significant 
amount of time addressing the aftermath of sev-
eral rainstorms. Their efforts have included re-
pairing gravel roads, clearing debris from drain-
age inlets and outlets and removing fallen tree 
debris from roadsides.

According to the National Oceanic Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA), Connecticut 
sees an annual increase in precipitation, which 
makes for new weather patterns and expecta-
tions. “Storms are more intense, increasing in 
frequency and amount of water provided with 
each storm.”

Last Wednesday, Jan. 10, a culvert on Wopo-
wog Road collapsed for the third time due to 

large amounts of precipitation including a snow 
and rain storm in the same week. The culvert 
that channels water from the Safstrom Brook 
under Wopowog Road collapsed, creating an 
impassable obstacle. The piping under the road 
appeared to be dented and separated from the 
cracked concrete that surrounds the tunnels. 

The caved-in road is located south of where 
Tartia Road meets Wopowog. Fortunately, the 
last five houses on the road can access their 
homes via Young Street. However, the road 
switches to dirt with several potholes and ulti-
mately adds time to their trips towards the cen-
ter of town. 

The Burdicks live directly next to the separa-
tion and explained that it was not the first time 
the culvert was washed out. Daniel and Patti 
Burdick recalled the road collapsing on Sept. 
26, 2018. When it did, a longer part of the road 
caved in. The couple had to remove posts in 

their front yard and drive on the grass to access 
their driveway. 

Daniel Burdick explained how the town 
filled it in but did not replace the piping for the 
stream. He even explained how the project has 
been on a slate of replacements for the past five 
to six years. Even a week before the washout, 
the project was mentioned at a capital improve-
ment meeting. “When it first happened, it was 
going to be replaced but got bumped by the 
bridge near Sears Park on North Main Street,” 
explained Burdick. “The town crew got it slated 
to be fixed but are trying to find the funds… we 
don’t expect it too quick.” 

According to the couple, the culvert can’t take 
heavy rain. Instead of water running through 
the pipe, it goes around the tubes and even onto 
the road. When there is too much water, it will 
shoot upwards and flood the grass at the end of 
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THE PROBLEM IS SERIOUS
IT’S COMPLEX AND CONTENTIOUS

IT NEEDED TO BE SOLVED YESTERDAY
Open Space Technology (OST) is an incredibility 

simple, yet challenging, methodology that
releases humanity’s ability to self-organize.

For thirty years I have used OST to assist
individuals and organizations achieve

immediate actionable solutions.
Join Elwin Guild in a two day exploration

of OST as a professional practice.**
The program is February 27 and 28

from 10:00am to 3:00pm in Portland.
The fee is $225 and includes lunch
and refreshment and User’s Guide. 

Enroll: OSTPORTLAND@GMAIL.COM
**Attendance is limited to ten persons R
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Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Library Friends Annual Appeal 
Library Friends acting president Julie Vic-

toria and membership chair Janice Bazzani 
announce the launch of the annual campaign 
in support of the Andover Public Library. 
They ask all community members, includ-
ing the already lifetime members, now 70 in 
number, to consider joining, renewing and 
donating.

A donation is required to become a mem-
ber of this 501(c)(3c) non-profit organization: 
$3 for senior or student; $5, individual; $10, 
family; $25, business; $150, lifetime; and $500, 
patron. Donations of any amount are appreci-
ated and can be mailed to: Andover Friends of 
the Library, P.O. Box 117, Andover, CT 06232.

Membership forms are emailed to current 

and former members and are also available 
by visiting the library at 355 Route 6, or by 
calling 860-742-7428. To access the form on-
line, go to tinyurl.com/y79tnv8j. Included on 
the form is a section to volunteer, from bak-
ing, gardening, book sales and tech support 
to serving on a committee or sharing a talent 
or hobby via a program. The Library Friends 
welcome ideas and suggestions by emailing 
andoverfol@gmail.com

Library hours are Monday through Thurs-
day, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. For library news, updates and photos, 
visit facebook.com/AndoverPublicLibrary.
CT or www.andoverconnecticut.org/library.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-

vided.
Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordina-
tor Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. Also 
call Palazzi for all luncheon reservations and 
transportation needs, including rides to medi-
cal appointments. For all Young at Heart events 
including movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-
1057, and call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-
0188 ext. 2 for all trip information. For all senior 
events and information, visit the senior page of 
the town website, andoverct.org.

New senior transportation calls are now only 
heard from 9 a.m.-noon. If you call at any other 
time, leave your name, phone number, date, 
time and address of your appointment. A return 
call will be given within 24 hours.

Shopping Dates: Willimantic – Tuesday, Jan. 
30; Manchester – Tuesday, Jan. 23. 

Senior Luncheons: Fridays, Feb. 2 and 16, at 
noon, at the Town Hall community room; no 
walk-ins accepted.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available 
for the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. and 
for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pantry 
– all of which take place at Andover Congrega-
tional Church. 

Rides to all town events, town meetings, ref-
erendums or board meetings, all medical ap-
pointments, and to the monthly farmers mar-
kets, are available by calling Palazzi. All seniors, 
veterans and disabled are welcome. If you have 
a caregiver, they may come with you. 

Fundraiser for
Lake Improvements

Andover Lake Property Owners Association 
(ALPOA) will hold a fundraiser for Andover 
Lake for improvements to the lake for 2024. The 
fundraiser will be a Comedy Night with Dinner 
Saturday, Jan. 20, at 6 p.m., at Andover Pizza.  

Cost is $35. Tickets are available at Andover-
LakeCT.com. 

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2024-25 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2024, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten or not attend school 
until the following year, and parents who will be 
home-schooling, are asked to inform the school 
of this decision.

Historical Society
Annual Meeting

The Andover Historical Society will hold its 
annual meeting Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 7 p.m., in the 
community room of the Town Office Building. 

Election of officers will be held at this time, as 
well as discussions about activities for the com-
ing year and the setting of a schedule for mu-
seum openings. 

All are invited and encouraged to attend.

Bingo & Baskets
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Baskets night 
on Friday, Jan. 26 (snow date: Feb. 2), starting 
with dinner at 5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 
p.m.

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 for more information.

Andover Veterans to Meet
The next Andover Veterans meeting will be 

Saturday, Jan. 20, from 1-3 p.m., in the Town 
Hall Community Room. There will be discus-
sion on plans and ideas for future meetings to 
make them more interesting and worthwhile for 
folks to attend. There will also be a discussion 
on the upcoming state veterans recognition cer-
emony scheduled for Jan. 22.

For more information, email Veterans@an-
doverct.org or call Susan Camoroda at 703-472-
3209. 

Vacancy on Finance Board
Any Andover elector who is interested in 

serving on the Board of Finance should send a 
letter of interest to: Town of Andover, c/o Board 
of Finance vacancy, 17 School Rd., Andover, 
CT 06232, or email a letter to townclerk@ando-
verct.org.

Andover Veterans
Ceremony is Monday

 The ceremony honoring the veterans from 
the Korean and Vietnam eras – plus, as a spe-
cial bonus, a few widows of departed World War 
II veterans – will be held Monday, Jan. 22, at 4 
p.m., in the Andover Elementary School gym. 

All are invited to join Lt. Gov. Bysiewicz and 
other government officials in helping to cel-
ebrate local honored veterans. 

As an additional note, the veterans’ meeting 
scheduled for Jan. 20 is canceled. 

For more information, call Susan Camoroda, 
Andover veterans’ representative, at 703-472-
3209.

Commission, Committee 
Members Needed

Any Andover elector interested in serving on 
one of the following committees or commis-
sions should send a letter of interest via email to 
townclerk@andoverct.org:

Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Ethics Com-
mission, Inland Wetlands Commission alter-
nate, Ordinance Review Committee.

School Budget Workshops 
The Andover Board of Education will hold 

the following workshops on the 2024-25 budget:
Jan. 24: Salaries & Benefits, Insurance; Jan. 

31: Facilities and Maintenance; Feb. 7: Public 
question and answer session. 

All workshops will take place Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. over Zoom. The Meeting ID is 872 2061 
0398, and the passcode is 200920.

Vendors, Bakers Needed
Vendors and bakers are needed for the 

annual senior luncheon fundraiser to be 
held Sunday, Feb. 4, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
Andover Elementary School, 35 School Rd.

For more information, contact Cathy at 
860-916-6122 or nanasworld@comcast.net. 
All money received goes to supporting the 
senior luncheon program.

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School Early 

Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2024, are eligible to attend. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at 
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

‘Souper Bowl’
Grinder Sale

Andover Congregational Church, located at 
359 Route 6, will hold its 31st annual Souper 
Bowl Grinder Sale Sunday, Feb. 11. Pick-up will 
be from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at the church, 

Grinder selections are ham, turkey or tuna. 
Or perhaps you’d like a garden salad. All op-
tions include chips and a soda. There will also 
be chili, in quarts. 

Pre-order is requested to ensure enough food 
for all. To place an order, leave a message at the 
church at 860-742-7696 or get an order form at 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

PZC Alternate Sought 
Any Andover elector who is interested in 

serving as an alternate on the Planning & 
Zoning Commission should send a letter of 
interest to: Town of Andover, P&Z Alter-
nate, 17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232 or 
email one to townclerk@andoverct.org.

Dean’s List
Andover resident Margaret Tighe made the 

fall 2023 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac University in 
Hamden. Dean’s List

Ryan Woods of Andover made the fall 2023 
Dean’s List at Roger Williams University in Bris-
tol, R.I.
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I Love You All
To the Editor:

To say that I am in awe is a complete under-
statement. The love I have received over these 
last few months since being diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer has been the most amazing out-
pouring I have ever experienced. 

To my amazing family who have worked tire-
lessly to make these fundraisers happen so I can 
have some peace of mind during this very dif-
ficult journey: thank you all.

Looking Ahead
To the Editor:

As the new year marches onward, the Hebron 
Historical Society is looking forward to another 
busy and productive year. Notably, Old Town 
Hall will begin receiving a face lift starting in 
April. March will see us participating in Maple 
Fest, offering a quilt show, early sweetener ex-
hibit and maple cookies. April brings two popu-
lar events – Hope Valley/Reidy Hill tours of the 
mill sites and our annual fundraiser clothing 
collection. 

We look forward to seeing you in 2024 and 
will be seeking volunteer assistance for all 
events, please consider helping out for an hour 
or two. Visit us at hebronhistoricalsociety.org 
and Dacebook for more information.

The Board of 
Hebron Historical Society 

To my work family at Gilead Hill School and 
Hebron Elementary, as well as my friends at 
Horace W. Porter: your time, commitment, and 
love for me and my family is something I will 
never forget.

To our fantastic community of local business-
es: I am so grateful for the abundance of dona-
tions. I live in the best town ever!

To the members of the Colchester Fish and 
Game Club: we have had numerous incredible 
events hosted by you and each time I am so im-
pressed by the way you all step up to provide 
for us.

To all my friends: I consider you all my ex-
tended family. You have made this tough situa-
tion easier knowing that once I’m on the other 
side of this I have so much more love to share 
with every single one of you. 

This has changed my outlook on life so much 
already. It has certainly shown me the meaning 
of true love which I have felt thanks to each and 
every one of you.

On a final note, I want to thank my husband; 
my rock. We’ve had many bumps in the road 
and have overcome them all, but this is surely 
one of the toughest. I have no doubt we will 
come out of this stronger. Our love has only 
grown with every passing day.

I love you all. Thank you!
Sincerely,

Shannon Massey – Hebron

What a Wonderful Whist… Gilead Congregational Church hosted a Military 
Whist tournament (a card game similar to Setback) this past weekend. It was a huge 
success, the church said. Pictured from left are winners Colleen Hunter, Michaela 
Winnie, and Cheryl & Phil Mayhe.

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 27

Bulletin Board
I saw an article online this week titled “Having a Baby Later in Life-What You Need to 

Know.” 
I can say with utter certainty that my wife and I have no intention of having a new baby at 

this point in our lives. First of all, we already have two babies (both now in their 30s). Second-
ly, our interests these days seem to be focused more on the results of our colonoscopies and 
the fate of Social Security than on the miracle of birth, as starry-eyed idealists like to call it. 

Nevertheless, since we had our own children when we were in our 30s, I was curious as to 
what the writer of the article had to say about having a baby later in life and how it compared 
to my own experience, so I took a look. 

To my disappointment, the article focused entirely on the health risks of later-in-life preg-
nancies (“later-in-life” apparently defined as being over 35, which, from my current perspec-
tive, is barely old enough to be dating without a chaperone). These risks include something 
called “subfertility,” along with suboptimal ovulation, fewer fertilizable eggs, higher risk of 
miscarriage, and a lot of other things that would never dream of visiting themselves upon a 
pair of randy 17-year-olds in the back seat of a car. 

While all of this medical mumbo-jumbo would presumably be of interest to someone with 
more intellectual curiosity (for my part, I tend to be one of those people who doesn’t care how 
a TV works as long as it turns on when I want to watch something), I found it a bit tedious. 
What’s more, the writer, in her obsession with reproductive mechanics, completely ignored the 
ramifications of actually dealing with a child who comes along somewhat later in life. 

Allow me to address this oversight with a few observations from my own experience:
• You have just reached the point where you are beginning to enjoy some of the finer things 

in life (having progressed perhaps from wine in a box to wine in a bottle sealed with a real 
cork) when suddenly you are confronted with the steaming reality of an overfilled diaper. 
This can take a lot of the fun out of parenthood at any age, but it’s particularly tough on older 
parents who tend to be (dare I say it) somewhat more anal.

• Most of us, when we’re young, are not particularly affluent. This generally changes as you 
age and advance in your chosen career. Then comes baby? Young moms have a lot to deal 
with, but their problems don’t typically include wondering how to get baby vomit out of a 
cashmere sweater.

• Young parents are capable of quickly chasing down children who flee after giving the fam-
ily cat a buzz cut. Older parents do not have the stamina or agility to chase the little miscreants 
around chairs, over coffee tables and under beds. I can tell you from personal experience that 
it is hard to exercise appropriate discipline when you think you may be experiencing a heart 
attack.

• It’s really not particularly gratifying when you bring your youngster to his or her youth 
soccer match and other parents tell you how nice it is that you’re taking the time to bond with 
your grandchildren.

• You begin a serious lecture with, “When I was a boy…” and your child responds with a 
litany of hoots and snorts that are apparently supposed to represent dinosaurs in the throes of 
an asthma attack.

• Your child interrupts your daily afternoon nap, using guilt to persuade you to go outside 
and throw the baseball or kick a soccer ball around because “everybody else’s dad helps them 
practice.” The next morning you’re too sore to go out to the mailbox and the little ingrate 
shows his appreciation by bouncing a golf ball off the side of the house for an hour and a half 
while you’re on the phone trying to negotiate the purchase of a cemetery plot.

• Your child’s report card arrives in the same load of mail as your AARP newsletter.
• Your child’s teacher looks to be about 12 years old, calls you “sir” and looks like he’s trying 

not to laugh when you make a remark about growing up with black and white television. 
• You take it seriously when parental guides advise you to keep the channels of communica-

tion open with your children. However, even if you manage to get past the cryptic grunts and 
sighs, you soon find you still have no idea what your kids are talking about. This is soon fol-
lowed by the realization that you’re just too damn old and too damn tired to go to the trouble 
of learning another language.

• You look forward to having grandchildren some day and hope that they’ll come visit you 
in the nursing home, or at least be old enough to serve as pallbearers.

I mention these things, not to discourage older parents from the joys of having children, but 
only to emphasize that the issue is a lot more complicated than suboptimal ovulation. Much, 
much, more complicated.

Jim Hallas

After Tuesday’s weather “event” – it doesn’t 
seem quite right to call it a storm; it was more 
like a pain in the keester – I can’t blame any-
one for seeking out things that make them 
think of spring, and the warmer days it brings. 

Well, have no fear; the annual Connecticut 
Flower & Garden Show soon will be here.

Yup, the sights and smells of spring will be 
on full display at the Connecticut Convention 
Center in Hartford for four days next month – 
from Thursday, Feb, 22, through Sunday, Feb, 
25. 

Hours are: Thursday, Feb. 22, from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; Friday, Feb. 23, from 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 24, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Feb. 25, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Discounted admission tickets – just $17 for 
adults and seniors – are on sale now at www.
CTFlowerShow.com.

This will be the 42nd year for the Connecti-
cut Flower & Garden Show, and the event will 
be New England’s only 2024 flower exhibition 
show of its kind, show organizers said in a 
press release. The show will cover almost two 
acres, and offer ideas for house, apartment, 
and condominium dwellers. 

The theme of this year’s show is, fittingly, 
“Bursting Into Spring.” The event will feature 
expansive live gardens, various seminars and 
demonstrations, the Federated Garden Clubs 
of Connecticut’s annual Standard Flower 
Show, and hundreds of exhibitors displaying 

and selling all types of items and gifts.
As soon as attendees step into the Exhibi-

tion Hall, they will be welcomed by close to 
two dozen live gardens in full bloom by pro-
fessional landscape designers and nonprofit 
organizations, including naturalistic, low 
maintenance, native, containers, vegetables, 
organic, herb, and pollinator gardens.

Over 80 hours of seminars and demonstra-
tions will be presented by more than 20 horti-
culturalists, landscapers, and industry profes-
sionals, and are free with admission. A roster 
of expert speakers includes Mike McGrath, 
Charlie Nardozzi, Tom Christopher, Sylvia 
Nichols floral designer, Nancy DuBrule-Cle-
mente, Charlotte Albers, Jeff Eleveld, Diane 
St. John. Many will sell their own books after 
their seminars.

But wait – there’s more.
Show organizers say more than 300 booths 

will be featured, showcasing displays, ac-
tivities, and lots of shopping: artisans, hand-
crafted gifts, fresh flowers, plants, garden or-
naments, metalwork sculptures, herbs, bulbs, 
seeds, fertilizers, soils, lawn/gardening tools 
and books, patio furniture, lawn and garden 
tools, equipment and more. Bring a half cup 
of soil for free testing at the UConn Home & 
Garden Education Center booth.

“Hands-on gardening and outdoor living 
are proven to reduce stress and elevate our 
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
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See Letters, page 6

Preserve and Honor Hebron
To the Editor:

A community unites to “preserve and honor 
the site... and its interconnected ecological and 
historical legacy,” focusing on “four key themes: 
history, conservation, agriculture, and recre-
ation.” Sounds familiar? It could be 17 Kinney 
Rd. in Hebron, but it is actually a historic farm 
in Simsbury called Meadowood. Associate Pro-
fessor Jill Desimini of UConn and her students 
have joined with the town of Simsbury to pro-
tect their historic and environmentally signifi-
cant farmland. This inspirational story was pub-
lished on Jan. 8 in UConn Today and includes 

Problematic Assessment
To the Editor:

I was going to submit a letter this week about 
pomposity, pretentiousness, arrogance, incivil-
ity, and delusion. But I can write about Joe Ste-
vens another time. I’d rather address last week’s 
problematic assessment of “Bidenomics” by 
Scott Sauyet. Clearly, Scott’s forte is not math-
ematics, at least not in the classical sense.

I assume that Scott eats food. Let’s start there. 
As a retiree (my wife still works), I do all the 
food shopping. You know what? The cost of 
food went up over the past three years. On aver-
age, ~23% (unlike Scott, I’m good with math). 
Gone out for lunch or dinner lately? Liberals 
think that a minimum wage increase to $15.69/
hour at a grocery store or restaurant is gladly 
absorbed by the business. I wonder if Scott buys 
lumber. Following a 150% price gouge in 2020-
2022, lumber is still up ~30% from 2019. And 
the price of gas locally is $0.64/gallon (~28%) 
higher than in January of 2021.

Let’s talk about job creation. Liberals fabricate 
insane interpretations of the Trump job num-
bers by ignoring his first three years in office 
and focusing on the Great COVID Debacle of 
2020 (silly masks and silly 6-foot social distance 
rules). Unemployment, food stamp recipients, 
inflation, costs of food/clothing/gas/oil, and 
mortgage rates were all down. The market was 
up. Then, along came COVID, then Joe Biden, 
and now we have spiraling debt, increased cost 
of living, and a lot of dead Ukrainians. Well 
done.

I am somewhat relieved that Scott is on the 
RHAM Board of Education (which is frighten-
ing enough) and not on the Board of Finance. 
Cost analysis and expenditure reconciliation/
projection is not in his wheelhouse. That’s be-
cause Scott voted for a president that thinks we 
bombed Hooters instead of the Houthis. No 
more wings and beer for Iran.

Cheerfully,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

Thank You, Dave
To the Editor:

Dave Kuzminski became my boss the sum-
mer of 2021 when, as an intern in Portland 
High School’s tech department, I took a sec-
ond internship on the Town Tech team. What 
I immediately noticed about Dave was that 
he was always up and about, heading here or 
there, and seemed to know everyone in town. 
I’ve seen people who love their job and people 
who hate their job, and with Dave, the former 
definitely seemed true. He introduced me to the 
podcasts he directed for the town’s technology 
and water departments and for his music shop, 
teaching me to render, edit, and upload them. 
He was instrumental in giving my sister and 
me, and many PHS students, the opportunity to 
work the livestream at Board of Selectmen and 
Board of Education meetings and school events. 

What’s Left Out?
To the Editor:

Here’s what Annie doesn’t tell you:
Falun Gong is a spiritual discipline that was 

introduced in China in the early 1990s by Mr. 
Li Hongzhi. It combines meditation with gentle 
exercise and its moral philosophy is based on 
the principles of truthfulness, compassion and 
tolerance. Falun Gong is practiced by many 
countries around the world.

The Epoch Times was founded in 2000, origi-
nally in an effort to expose Communist ideolo-
gy. It is a weekly, independent newspaper with a 
goal toward responsible reporting to the public 
and to educate readers through truth, accuracy 
and integrity. It has received numerous awards 
including from the New York Press Association.

And, finally, “Shen Yun” is a world premier 
classical Chinese dance and music performance 
art company. Its goal is to bring back the beauty 
and goodness of pre-communist China.

Once, again, Annie’s information feed is dis-
torted by quotes.

Caryn F. Shaefer – Portland

Reading to Honor MLK
To the Editor:

Colchester celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. at Cragin Memorial Library on Jan 13 with 
a community reading. Readers for the event 
represented the Colchester Federated Church, 
Colchester Fire & EMS, Colchester Senior Cen-
ter, CORE Commission, First Selectman’s office, 
Friends of Cragin Memorial Library, and State 
Police Troop K.

After the readings, the community engaged 
in Q&A which provided an opportunity to get 
to know our leaders and residents on a more 
personal level. All agreed that we can learn so 
much from Dr. King as he chose courage, deter-
mination, and compassion to fight for equality, 
justice, and inclusion for all. The CORE Com-
mission is proud to have organized the second 
MLK event in Colchester. 
Shawn Pelletier, Nancy Nelson, Sally Whipple

CORE Committee
Colchester

Communists 
To the Editor:

It seems Senator Winfield, D-New Haven, 
recently received the People’s World Amistad 
Award, for epitomizing Communist Party val-
ues. It was presented to him by Senator Jan Ho-
chadel. D-Cheshire.

In accepting the award he said, “Let me start 
off with the thing I really don’t want to forget, 
and I think it’s important because I’m in politics. 
After this is over I’m not going to forget that I 
came here and that there is an association with 
the Communist Party. I’m not going to act like 
I don’t know who i was in the room with. Be-
cause I know who I was in this room with and 
I’m happy to be here.”

The same event was attended by Senator Blu-
menthal in 2021, but he tried to distance him-
self when he was exposed.

I thought it was against the law to support 
Communists or for them to be in government?

C. Anne Johnson – Marlborough

Fulfilling MLK’s Dream
To the Editor:

Connecticut’s Department of Education 
recently mandated the inclusion of Native 
Americans, African Americans and other un-
derrepresented groups to Connecticut’s K-12 
curriculum. Fortunately, Hebron has received 
a much-needed grant to document African 
Americans in Hebron’s past. Hebron’s BOS re-
cently reached out to Hebron’s educators to col-
laborate in this endeavor.

The Hebron Historical Society is already col-
laborating with educators to ensure they have 
updated materials about Hebron’s underrepre-
sented past. RHAM Middle School students are 
currently part of a multi-year Witness Stones 
Project commemorating Hebron’s African 
Americans.

These are positive steps toward fulfilling 
MLK’s “Dream.” However, Hebron’s motto 
“Historic Charm with a Vision for the Future” 
requires further examination to ensure all town 
agencies define “Historic Charm” in the same 
up-to-date manner. Official town statements 
should acknowledge Hebron’s 9,000-year-old 

Indigenous past. That southeastern Connecti-
cut had one of the largest slave populations in 
New England before 1776. Finally, that women, 
immigrants, and disabled citizens all played a 
significant role in Hebron’s past.

At the request of Hebron’s P&Z Commission, 
the Hebron’s Historical Society (HHS) was in-
vited to collaborate in drafting a new 2024 Plan 
of Conservation and Development (POCD). 
HHS has been cited as a collaborating agency 
with P&Z for many years, but differing perspec-
tives of Hebron’s past have hindered meaningful 
collaboration.

All town organizations have a vested interest 
in an up-to-date POCD. It’s a public statement 
of community values. It’s consulted by real es-
tate agents, businesses, and grant agencies. It’s 
important that Hebron’s 2024 POCD reflect 
current educational perspectives. Representing 
Hebron’s past from a white only point-of-view is 
a disservice to the town, contradicts many resi-
dents’ values, and represents a disconnection 
between education and government.

All town agencies should promote a similar, 
equitable, and current understanding of He-
bron’s past consistent with state mandates, poli-
cies, and perspectives.

John Baron – Hebron
Note: Although Baron has served on the He-

bron Historical Society POCD Review Commit-
tee, the opinions expressed in the letter are his 
own.

Dave made me realize that although Portland 
is a small, some may say uneventful, town, the 
quality and dedication of those who work here, 
people like Dave, make it a great place to live. 
Few people will finish a successful 50-year ca-
reer and still have the desire to keep going, but 
Dave, always enthusiastic and optimistic, plans 
to continue making podcasts while traveling 
across the country.

I really owe a lot to Dave, for all the oppor-
tunities he’s given me the past couple of years. 
Not only did he oversee my internship in Town 
Tech, he also helped me pursue my passion for 
music and start another mini-career, by making 
me a piano teacher at his music shop, the Con-
nValley School of Music and Dance.

Dave, thanks for being a great first boss to me 
– I’ll miss your personality and constant pres-
ence around town, but I wish you the best of 
luck in your post-Portland endeavors and look 
forward to hearing about your travels. Keep do-
ing great things!

Philip LeShane – Portland

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Online Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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a road map for embracing the unique features 
found in Hebron Center, “Desimini immedi-
ately recognized that the site was special and 
that there was great potential for historical, eco-
logical, and cultural education.” This is the same 
combination of characteristics that have led 
Prof. Robert Thorson and Prof. Elizabeth Jock-
usch of UConn, Prof. John Demos of Yale, and 
Preservation Connecticut to support the cre-
ation of an open air classroom on Kinney Road.

The article also reports on the historical sig-
nificance found by Prof. Desimini, “She soon 
learned about another exciting aspect – Martin 
Luther King Jr. spent a few formative summers 
working on the farm as a Morehouse College 
student in the 1940s.” While 17 Kinney Road 
does not have an association with a nationally 
known figure like Martin Luther King, Jr., it is 
deeply connected to 9,000 years of Indigenous 
habitation, the first colonial settlers in Hebron 
and our own African American heroes. Docu-
ments confirm that the land on Kinney Road 

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
was cultivated by Cesar Peters, Jr. and Henry 
Peters, the children of the dramatically eman-
cipated Cesar Peters, as well as a vibrant early 
19th century community of highly skilled free 
Black farmers.

It is time for Hebron’s leaders to embrace the 
valuable assets at 17 Kinney Rd. and #Save17. 
Please visit Save Hebron Center of Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Two People I Most Respect 
To the Editor:

We all observed Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
birthday this week. He certainly is one that I 
have the most respect for. The other is USMC 
Master Sergeant Huff. He and Martin Luther 
King Jr. have one thing in common: the color 
of their skin. 

I met Master Sergeant Huff while serving in 
the USMC in Okinawa in 1961. He had a repu-
tation of keeping all marines “in order.” When 
leaving Okinawa to return to the states, about 
two dozen Marines, including myself, were 
waiting on the grass for a truck to pick us up 
and transport us to our ship. A Jeep pulled up 
and two passengers stepped out: An elderly ma-
ma-san and Master Sergeant Huff. He asked the 
mama-san. “Which one owes you the 20 dol-
lars?” (Mamma-sans were hired by some Ma-
rines to do their laundry and ironing, weekly.) 
She pointed to a Black Marine not too far from 
me. He asked the Marine, “Why didn’t you pay 
this lady?” He told the Master Sergeant that he 
had ordered three custom-tailored suits from 
Hong Kong and when he picked them up and 
paid for them he had no money left. 

The Sergeant Major asked to see the suits. The 
Marine open his duffel bag and showed them. 
Master Sergeant Huff then asked, “Who will 
give me $20 for these three suits?” They sold in 
an instant and he gave the Marine the $20 and 
then said. “Now pay the lady!”

Frank Blume – Colchester

Polly Wants a Cracker
To the Editor:

Scott Sauyet, Mr. Ed, or Mr. BoE? schools me 
on insurrection and Ken Hjulstrom on Biden vs 
Trump economies.

Insurrection? No one, including Trump, has 
been found guilty in a court of law in this land 
of insurrection nor impeached over it. Shouldn’t 
someone have been found guilty if one actually 
happened? It just can’t be a few powerful people 
claiming one occurred when no one convicted 
of committing one. Presidential Oath states 
“preserve, protect and defend the Constitution 
of the U.S.” If 14th Amendment broken, why is 
Biden on ballot allowing illegal immigrants to 
cross southern border not protecting lives and 
welfare of US citizens putting them in jeopardy? 
Biden has broken records alright, the number 
of illegals per month and in his administration.

Biden vs. Trump economies. I learned data 
shows whatever you want, just play with X & 
Y axis. Do additional research Mr. Ed. My ex-
perienced undergraduate and graduate studies 
research revealed: budget.house.gov/press-
release/fact-check-biden-misleads-on-job-cre-

Immigration Stats
To the Editor:

Expulsions and Non-Citizen Apprehensions
Trump: 2017: 607,677; 2018: 739,486; 2019: 

1,175,841; 2020: 609,265.
Biden: 2021: 1,865,379; 2022: 2,584,220.
Refugee Arrivals
Trump: 2017: 53,691; 2018: 22,405; 2019: 

29,916; 2020: 11,840.
Biden: 2021: 11,454; 2022: 25,519.
Persons Obtaining Lawful Permanent Resi-

dent Status
Trump: 2017: 1,127,167; 2018: 1,096,611; 

2019: 1,031,765; 2020: 707,362.
Biden: 2021: 740,002; 2022: 1,018,349.
(Source: 2022 Yearbook of Immigration Sta-

tistics, www.dhs.gov)
Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough
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Struck a Nerve?
To the Editor:

I guess I struck a nerve with some people 
when I addressed the negative impact of “Bide-
nomics” when compared to the economy under 
President Trump.

Two writers took exception to my criticisms 
of how things have been over the course of the 
last three years, which focused on various fac-
tors including skyrocketing mortgage rates, 
heating oil and gas prices, food prices, etc., etc.., 
etc. Just think about how much extra money 
you have spent since President Biden’s election 
due to these inflated costs.

Don’t even get me started about conflicts 
in the Middle East and Ukraine, which would 
likely never have happened if we had President 
Trump at the helm. Unlike President Biden, 
countries like Russia, Iraq, China and North 
Korea thought twice, or thrice, before starting 
anything with President Trump in charge.

Biden’s supporters are terrified of President 
Trump’s return and they are scared, with just 
cause, that President Biden’s plummeting ap-
proval ratings, along with the long-awaited in-
vestigations into Biden Family corruption, will 
continue to haunt Biden as we approach No-
vember.

It will be a wild ride as we head towards the 
November 2024 elections. I expect that those 
with Trump Derangement Syndrome will blow 
a gasket when Trump moves back into 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue a year from now.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough

Kind, Generous Hearts
To the Editor:

On behalf of the 26 senior recipients of the 
Holiday Box Project, I would like to send my 
gratitude for this ongoing collaboration with 
the Jack Jackter Intermediate School: the stu-
dents, families and faculty for their kindness 
and generosity. 

Every holiday season for well over 40 years, 
the Colchester Senior Center has partnered 
with the Colchester Public Schools to bring 
cheer to seniors who may be experiencing lone-
liness, illness or need during the holiday season. 
The senior center helps to select the seniors and 
works with them to establish their holiday wish 
lists. The wish lists are delivered to the school 
and each classroom is assigned a senior and 
generously helps to fulfill the wish lists, often 
with multiple boxes delivered to each. After the 
school’s annual Holiday Assembly, volunteers 
and senior center staff have the great joy of de-
livering the boxes and collecting many smiles 
along the way.

No doubt, the global pandemic over the past 
several years has impacted us all, but I suspect 
that more than any other demographic, CO-
VID-19 has changed the lives of seniors. To be 
able to intentionally cheer the spirits of some 
of those residents means a great deal. It is also 
a wonderful lesson for the students, who are 
learning the impact they can have in helping 
one another and making their community bet-
ter. We are grateful for your kind and generous 
hearts.

Patty Watts
Director of Senior Services 

Town of Colchester

Energy Assistance Crisis
To the Editor:

Imagine shivering in your kitchen, panicked 
that, with cash running out, you might freeze, 
or have to choose between buying meals, medi-
cations, or heat. Why would your wealthy state 
let energy assistance for the needy run out in 
January, with plenty of freezing weather com-
ing?

The Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which helps needy citizens pay for 
heat, is out of funds and has stopped payments. 
Five East Hampton seniors ran out of funding in 
the past two weeks. Action is needed immedi-
ately to restore CEAP funding at the upcoming 
legislative special session.

Keith Phaneuf ’s 1/12/24 article in the CT 
Mirror explained the background. (ctmirror.
org/2024/01/12/ct-energy-assistance-liheap-
home-heating-help)

Federal funds for the Connecticut Energy As-
sistance Program (CEAP) dropped from $110 
million to $85 million this year, making Con-
necticut’s policy of simply passing along Federal 
funds inadequate. Worse yet, demand surged: 
56,721 applications approved through mid-De-
cember, up 18.6% from last year – with 125,000 
total applications forecast. Last Fall, the state’s 
Low Income Energy Advisory Board requested 
Connecticut to contribute $17 million to bolster 
the CEAP fund (2.5% of the projected $675 mil-

Saving Democracy...Again
To the Editor:

There are 334 million people in the USA, clos-
er to 360 million counting illegal immigrants, 
and yet we’re offered only two viable candidates 
for president: one a geriatric dementia patient, 
the other an orange, narcissistic billionaire. The 
overarching call from the media is that we need 
to “save our democracy” from insurrectionists 
and traitors.

NBC News recently reported, “A network of 
public interest groups and lawmakers, nervous 
about former President Trump’s potential re-
turn to power, is quietly devising plans to foil 
any effort on his part to pressure the U.S. mili-
tary to carry out his political agenda.” Connecti-
cut’s own Vietnam war hero, Dick Blumenthal, 
being one of this plan’s most ardent supporters, 
claims we need to preserve America, saving 
it from foreign influence such as the Russian-
aligned would-be dictator, Donald J. Trump.

I love it when media mouthpieces promote 
potential coups against elected leaders in the 
name of “saving democracy.” What could be 
more democratic than preemptively stripping 
the executive branch of its abilities as “com-
mander in chief ”?

This reminds me of the Time magazine ar-
ticle titled “The Secret History of the Shadow 
Campaign That Saved the 2020 Election,” pub-
lished in February 2020. While we are told that 
there was zero election interference or attempt 
to subvert the will of the people, this article de-
tailed a vast network of activist groups, media 
organizations, social media companies, and 
politicians bent on exerting influence, changing 
voting laws, and suppressing stories that may be 
damaging to Biden’s White House aspirations 
– think Hunter Biden’s laptop and Ukrainkan 
business dealings.

We are gaslit and lied to by everyone in posi-
tions of power. They vehemently deny mistakes, 
projecting all of their own plans and wrongdo-
ings on their political opponents...consider-
ing the times we live in, I can’t imagine a more 
“American” scenario.

Colin McNamara – Marlbrorough

Thanks for Contributions
To the Editor:

Thank you to the local restaurants and orga-
nizations who graciously supported the Tango2 
Research Foundation’s banquet and auction 
fundraiser in November. Tango2 disease is a 
recently identified rare genetic disorder that 
causes metabolic crises, neurological issues, and 
intellectual disabilities in children. The well-
attended event held at the picturesque St. Clem-
ents Castle in Portland successfully raised over 
$50,000 which will be used to develop a better 
understanding of this rare disease and improve 
the quality of life of the afflicted children. Re-
cent research funded by the Tango2 Research 
Foundation has already made breakthroughs 
that have directly benefited the children, de-
creased hospitalizations, and prevented deaths. 
These breakthroughs would not be possible 
without the support of altruistic businesses like 
the restaurants and businesses who generously 
contributed to the auction. 

I would like to offer a heartfelt thank you 
to the Hartford Wolf Pack, the Hartford Yard 
Goats, and D’eliana, Pizzeria Da Vinci, Loco 
Perro, The Town Tavern, Sweet Jean’s, and Two 
Brothers Café in East Hampton; Marlborough 
Tavern and Zina Cucina in Marlborough; High-
er Grounds and Black Birch Golf Course in East 
Haddam, and El Pulpo, Esca, Fiore II, Mondo, 
Perk on Main, and Sicily Pizza in Middletown.

Know that your kindness will make a differ-
ence. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Sharon Owen, Volunteer

Tango2 Research Organization

ation-statistics
Article states, “Recovery vs “Creation”, 72% 

of job gains since 2021 were simply jobs that 
recovered from the pandemic, not new job cre-
ation. Looking at today’s economy compared to 
pre-pandemic levels, employment up only by 
3.7M. Prior to pandemic, job creation under 
Trump was 6.7M, 3M more than Biden.” Labor 
force participation stronger. Wages not keeping 
up with inflation, real wages down 5%. Inflation 
prices up over 15%, high interest rates crushing 
housing market, an engine driving this country. 
“Biggest single spikes in the federal debt came 
from initial rounds of coronavirus relief legisla-
tion in 2020. Trump signed them, they passed 
with broad bipartisan support“.

The Democratic “democracy” Party only 
has the same election battle cries, insurrection, 
abortion, the environment and my favorite, end 
of democracy. Not sure Andover BoE is getting 
their money’s worth?

Michael Chotkowski – Marlborough

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
lion Connecticut fiscal year surplus ). However, 
the state has not added any funds, taking a “wait 
and see” approach, gambling on milder weath-
er, somewhat lower oil prices, and new electric 
rates discounts for the poor. But CEAP is out of 
funds! The one-time Operation Fuel grant of up 
to $500 is inadequate, as it cannot be repeated 
for at least 365 days after a grant.

East Hampton’s Commission on Aging unan-
imously requested this letter, a version of which 
was mailed to many political and community 
leaders. We don’t want to hear of any further 
East Hampton seniors – or those anywhere in 
Connecticut – in fear of freezing this winter.

Eric Rosenberg, MD
Chair, East Hampton Commission on Aging

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM

QPR & Narcan Training
AHM Youth and Family Services is hosting 

two QPR and Narcan sessions – one on Mon-
day, Feb. 6, and one on Monday, April 1.

Training will include: The Good Samaritan 
Law, support information and resources, and 
warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to re-
spond. Participants will receive a QPR (Ques-
tion, Persuade, Respond) training booklet and a 
two-dose supply of Narcan.

There is no charge for this training. Reg-
istrants must be 18+. Visit ahmyouth.org for 
more information and to register.

Internet & Phone App 
Safety Discussion

All are invited to AHM Youth and Family 
Services on Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 6-7 p.m., and 
meet with members of the Connecticut State Po-
lice who will discuss digital trends and identify 
high-risk behaviors associated with some youth. 

AHM welcomes residents of Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough, Columbia and surround-
ing towns to this free discussion. RSVP to Jenn 
Boehler 860-228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ah-
myouth.org.

Free Viewing of Screenagers
AHM Youth and Family Services will host a 

free viewing of the award-winning documen-
tary SCREENAGERS: Growing Up In The Digital 
Age on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at AHM, 25 Pendleton 
Drive, Hebron.

Through stories and insights from authors, 
psychologists and brain scientists, this docu-
mentary reveals how tech time impacts kids’ 
development and offers solutions on how adults 
can empower kids to navigate the digital world 

and find balance. This movie was created for 
parents to watch together with their children in 
grades 6-12. 

AHM welcomes residents of Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough, Columbia and surround-
ing towns to this screening. RSVP to jenniferb@
ahmyouth.org with the number of adults and 
youth attending. Learn more at www.screenag-
ersmovie.com.

Monthly Bingo for Kids and Seniors
MAEVE RHAM is bringing bingo for kids 

and seniors to Marlborough Senior Center. All 
are welcome to attend from 2-4 p.m. on the 
fourth Sunday of each month, throughout the 
year. Open to residents of neighboring commu-
nities as well, it’s free to play and there will be 
prizes.

The kids of MAEVE members will take turns 
calling the games and playing alongside seniors.

RSVP is not necessary but is requested, by 

emailing rham@wearemaeve.org. Also email 
MAEVE if you have any new or gently used 
items to donate for prizes.

MAEVE is a national nonprofit, charitable or-
ganization that seeks to empower all who moth-
er in support of one another and their com-
munities. MAEVE RHAM supports those in 
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, and neighbor-
ing communities. For more information, email 
rham@wearemaeve.org or visit maeverham.org.

Youth Lacrosse Registration, Clinic
RHAM Youth Lacrosse (RYL) registration is 

open for the spring season – and RYL will also 
offer a clinic later this month.

RYL offers programs for both boys and girls 
in grades K-8. It is open to players that reside 
in Hebron, Marlborough, Andover and other 
local towns that do not offer a youth lacrosse 
program. Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com 
for more information and to sign up.  Registra-

tion deadline for the spring season is Saturday, 
Feb. 10.  Email any questions to rhamyouthla-
crosseregistrar@gmail.com. 

Also, there will be a free Learn to Play La-
crosse clinic, for any child grades K-8 interested 
in trying lacrosse, on Sunday, Jan. 21, at RHAM 
High School. No equipment is required to at-
tend the clinic. Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.
com to sign up and for more information. 

Raptors Wrestling
Wins Tourney

The wrestling team at RHAM High School is excelling this winter, recently winning 
the Casey Yates Invitational in Lebanon. Along with taking home the team champion-
ship, four individual Raptors won titles in their respective weight brackets. 

By Josh Howard
RHAM High School wrestling scored a big 

win earlier this month, taking home the team 
title at the 12th annual Casey Yates Invitational 
at Lyman Memorial High School on Jan. 6.

Facing 13 other schools, the Raptors also won 
four individual matches and placed top three in 
three other brackets to score 227.5 points as a 
team and pull away from second place Windham 
(212.5).

Seniors Ben Fournier, Kyle Currier and Gavin 
Ploude, along with junior Brody Magnanini each 
won their respective weight classes for RHAM.

 Fournier pinned Seth Christie of Griswold in 
the 113-lbs. championship match, while Currier 
downed Delmazio Despard of Windham to take 
the 126-lbs. title. In the 138-lbs. finals, Ploude 
pinned Yosuel Santiago of Vernon and Magna-
nini pinned Timothy Breault of Lebanon in the 

285-lbs. title match.
Wrestling at 106-lbs, freshman Miles Yorio 

finished second in his bracket, while sophomore 
Landon Roy and junior Thiago Delacruz each 
placed third to earn spots on the podium.

Portland High School, which co-ops with 
Cromwell High School, also participated in the 
invitational, finishing eighth as a team. Crom-
well junior Matt Gish took first place in the 
165-pound bracket and Portland sophomore 
Cayleb Alvarez-James placed third overall in 
190-lbs.

The Highlanders host invitationals in each of 
the next two weekends, starting with the Arri-
goni Classic this Saturday, Jan 20. The following 
Saturday (Jan. 27), Portland High School plays 
host to the Highlander Invitational. Both multi-
school meets are slated to begin at 9 a.m.
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10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Jan. 19, On 
Fire (PG-13); Jan. 26, Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13). Bottled water and individu-
ally wrapped snacks will be provided. 

Raise the Coop: The Ultimate Guide to 
Backyard Chicken Keeping: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 6 
p.m.  Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri Gable Lea Farm 
will teach you everything you need to know 
to start and maintain a happy, healthy flock of 
chickens.

Teens: Watch for the next Teen Hangout an-

nouncement coming soon.
Chess Night: Pickup games are held every 

Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.
Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 

6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Museum Passes: Most of the library’s mu-
seum passes are available with a “print at home” 
option from the library website. 

Creativebug: Check out the ‘Creativebug’ site 
from the Resources tab on the library’s website 
and login with your Douglas Library card to 
stream thousands of fine art and hand-crafting 
classes.

Parks and Recreation 
News

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many 
summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Electricity and Magnetmania Workshop: 
Mondays, Jan. 29-March 11, 3:15-4:30 p.m., at 
the Hebron Elementary School library. Learn all 
about electronics, magnetism and more in this 
hands-on workshop. Take home your very own 
circuit kit. Cost is $126.

Gentle Yoga: This class is open to all ages and 
yoga levels. Mondays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at Gilead 
Hill School. Session I has started; Session II 
dates are 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29. Cost 
is $72 per session.

Osten to Meet 
with Residents

State Sen. Cathy Osten (D-19) will hold a 
‘town hall-style’ meeting at Douglas Library, 22 
Main St., on Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 4-6 p.m.

The purpose of the meeting is to hear from 
constituents in advance of the 2024 legislative 
session, which begins Feb. 7 and concludes 
three months later, on May 8.

Osten – who is senate chair of the budget-
writing Appropriations Committee – invites the 
public to attend and discuss public policy issues 
of importance to them and the state. 

The 19th Senate District includes Hebron 
and Marlborough, as well as Columbia, Frank-
lin, Lebanon, Ledyard, Lisbon, Norwich and 
Sprague.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham Re-
gion No Freeze Hospitality Center, which pro-
vides assistance to homeless adults. Needs are: 
Men’s & Women’s: Solid color T-shirts (long 
and short sleeves, L to 3XL); sweatpants; hood-
ies; thermal shirts; winter weight socks; and 
men’s boxer briefs (critical need; M,L,XL,2XL); 
Cleaning Supplies: Lysol disinfectant spray and 

wipes; size XL disposable latex-free gloves; toi-
let bowl cleaner; and spray shower cleaner. Gift 
Cards: $15 Stop & Shop cards for gas to assist 
people living in their cars; and $25 Walmart 
cards to purchase items needed immediately. 
Please call to arrange the pick-up of gift cards. 
Miscellaneous: 13-gallon trash bags; body lo-
tion; shampoo and conditioner; body wash; 
pump hand soap and refill bottles; paper tow-
els; TP; Kleenex; hand warmers; Mucinex tab-
lets (generic is fine); and cough drops. Place 
donations of goods in the designated collection 
box next to the church’s Cry Room. Place large 
quantities of donations in the Cry Room. For 
more information, call Monica or John McKer-
racher at 860-228-4211.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., 
indoors, and are also broadcast on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheWorshipCenter-
Connecticut and on YouTube at www.youtube.
com/@theworshipcenter9733.

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7-8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
Jan. 28.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-
ically held the first Friday of each month from 
6-9 p.m. at the church. February’s event will be 
Feb. 9.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office. The church is currently running 
an in-depth training for people who feel called 
to serve others in this way. Contact the church 
office with questions or interest.

4th Wednesday Prayer: Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
10-11 a.m. All are invited to come and offer 
their prayer requests. 

Annual Business Meeting: Sunday, Jan. 28, 
4-7 p.m. All church members are strongly en-
couraged to attend. If interested in becoming a 
member,  see one of the elders or Ann Ketelhut, 
church administrator. The Youth Group will 
also serve meals and desserts for its Winter Re-
treat Fundraiser after the business meeting

Special Speaker Event – ‘The Pathway to 
Hope’: Friday, Feb. 2, 6:30–8:30 p.m.; snow 
date is Sunday, Feb. 4, from 4-6 p.m. Hear two 
women’s testimonials about overcoming and 
surviving near death and a decade of tribula-
tion. Robin Waite, published author, music 
composer and performer, and Kim Klein, certi-
fied Life Coach and Stephen Minister, will share 
their stories and explain how to start over after 
tragedy.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 1/20: Yoga, 
9:30 a.m.; 1/21: Youth Group Planning Meeting, 
6:30 p.m.; 1/22: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.; 1/23: AA 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 1/24: Yoga, 9:15 a.m.; 1/24: 
Choir Practice, 7 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets on the first and 
third Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Parish House. All are welcome to join regardless 

of knitting/crocheting experience.
Pastor Brian Hardee’s Installation: Sunday, 

Jan. 21, 3 p.m., in the sanctuary, followed by a 
reception. All are welcome.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, Jan. 28, 
11:30 a.m. Cost is $15, with proceeds going 
toward the Connecticut Food Bank. Contact 
Gayle Sylvester if you are interested, at gayle.
sylvester@comcast.net.

New Members Class: Sunday, Jan. 28, 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

Confirmation Class Meeting: Sunday, Jan. 
28, 6 p.m.

Faith, Film and Potluck: Friday, Feb. 2, 6 
p.m. The remaining dates are March 1, April 5 
and May 3.

Soup Social: Feb. 4, following worship. A 
sign-up sheet for soups will soon be available.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many 

summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., at the Gilead Hill School PREP 
Room. This course is for children ages 11-17. 
This is an entry level course intended to teach 
skills necessary to care for children of all ages. 
The course focuses on safety with emphasis on 
prevention: basic first aid, including adult and 
child CPR. Fee: $100.

Hebron Community Theater: This new pro-
gram is targeted at adults ages 18+ who have a 
love of acting and being on the stage – whether 
they are a seasoned actor or a newcomer. The 
program will consist of three shows a year (in 
the spring, summer and fall), as well as a variety 
of classes in acting, improv, dance, set design, 

stage management, and more.
Intro to Acting: Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., 

Feb. 7-March 13, in the Parks and Rec. office 
at Burnt Hill Park. Parks and Rec. is partnering 
with Playhouse Theater Academy to offer this 
six-week class. The workshop will focus on the 
fundamentals of the craft, including voice and 
moment and stage presence. Classes will start 
with physical and vocal warm-ups. You will also 
learn about beats, intentions, and the basics on 
how to approach a monologue and scenes with 
fellow students. This class is for ages 18 and up. 
Fee: $75 per person.

Valentine’s Day Paint Night: Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m., at the Parks and Recre-
ation office at Burnt Hill Park. Learn about the 
artist Peter Max and paint hearts in his style. 
Cost: $25. All materials and supplies included. 

Gilead Hill Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible kin-

dergarten students for the 2024-25 school year.
Parents/Guardians of children who will be 

five years of age on or before Sept. 1, and are 
planning to have their child attend public 
school in Hebron, are asked to log into the He-
bron Public Schools website by Friday, Feb. 16, 
to begin the registration process.

Parents/guardians will be required to com-
plete the registration online and upload their 
child’s birth certificate and two address veri-

fications. One address verification must be a 
mortgage document, lease/rental agreement or 
property tax statement. The other address veri-
fication must be a cable bill, utility bill or inter-
net bill. 

Students currently enrolled in Hebron’s pre-
school program do not need to register for 
kindergarten, as this process happens automati-
cally.

Call the Gilead Hill office at 860-228-9458 for 
more information. 

Maple Fest – ‘Bringing it Home’
The Town Center Project is now in charge 

of the annual Maple Fest, and has announced 
planning for “Maple Festival ‘24 – Bringing it 
Home” is well underway. 

One of the many elements being worked on 
is the new Hebron’s Own Expo, located in the 
community room of the Douglas Library. If 
you are a home business, artist, crafter or an 
independent consultant for home sales com-
panies and live in Hebron; you’re welcome 

to share your passion at the Maple Fest. For 
more information,email ttcphebronsown@
gmail.com.

“Maple Festival ‘24 – Bringing it Home” is 
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, March 16 
and 17, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. both days. The 
Maple Festival planning committee meets ev-
ery Saturday at 10 a.m. at Douglas Library, 22 
Main St. All are welcome to participate.



NEWS BULLETIN •  January 19, 2024	 Page 9

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
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EXPIRES 1/31/24

127 Main St. #4, Hebron, CT • (860) 530-1172
HOURS: TUES 8-6; WED 8-6; THUR 12-7; FRI 8-4; SAT 8-2

www.persnipity.com

We’re a FULL SERVICE SALON
including manicures and pedicures,

and hot towel shaves with our barber.

just perfect good hair
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A Place for the Whole Family!
ONLINE BOOKING AT

Schools Chief Presents 2024-25 Budget 
By Michael Sinkewicz

Hebron Superintendent of Schools Thomas 
Baird requested $13.74 million to fund the dis-
trict for the 2024-2025 fiscal year — a $940,312, 
or a 7.35% increase over current year spending.

The increase is the product of two main chal-
lenges that are “beyond our control,” the district 
summarized in its proposal: a spike in health 
insurance costs and teacher salaries. Health 
insurance premiums increased by 16.5%, or 
$207,039. Contractual salaries and benefits, 
meanwhile, jumped $399,952.

Together, those two items represent a signifi-
cant piece – $606,991 – of the total increase.

During his presentation in front of the Board 
of Education (BOE) last week, Baird stated that 
his proposal largely maintains current servic-
es at the Hebron Elementary and  Gilead Hill 
schools.

“There are no proposed increases to any pro-
gramming,” he said. “There’s no major staff-
ing changes proposed in this budget. This is a 
steady-as-you-go, continue-what-we’re-doing 
budget.”

The BOE is expected to host a forum on Feb. 
7 to solicit community feedback. Ultimately, the 
2024-25 school spending proposal, along with 
the town and RHAM budgets, is expected to go 
to out referendum on May 7.

Baird emphasized that the figures he present-
ed at the Jan. 11 meeting were amendable. He 
said certain numbers will likely decrease, assert-
ing that the proposal he submitted was a “worst 
case” scenario.

“If nothing else changes and all the assump-
tions that we have right now come to fruition, 
this is what we’re looking at.”

He added that the administration will be able 

to “chip away” at the proposal over the next two 
months.

The proposed increase is more than the pre-
vious year-over-year surge adopted for the cur-
rent 2023-24 fiscal year. The total budget is slat-
ed $12.79 million, which was around $590,000 
more than the prior 2022-2023 fiscal year. (The 
current operating budget was also reduced by 
roughly $150,000 from what Baird and the BOE 
initially recommended)

The next largest increase represented in the 
2024-2025 budget proposal comes from special 
education costs, which spiked around $240,000 
due to outplacement costs. The district antici-
pates that it will tap into its non-lapsing account, 
creating a $125,000 hole that’s being filled in the 
new spending plan.

New England School Development Council 
(NESDEC) projections indicate that the dis-
trict’s enrollment will hit 722 students, a 3.3% 
increase. The leap is mostly concentrated in 
kindergarten, but Baird said he’s still waiting 
to get a firmer grasp on the actual enrollment 
numbers in May, after students have mostly reg-
istered.

During the 2023 legislative session, state law-
makers approved a law that would require that 
who are children entering kindergarten need to 
have turned five years old by September 1; the 
previous deadline was Jan.1.

While the district anticipates needing the 
same amount of kindergarten sessions next 
school year as it currently offers, potentially 
being able to shrink that total would result in a 
“sizable reduction in the budget,” according to 
Baird.

Magnet school enrollment has continued to 

drop in recent years, falling from 27 students in 
the 2017-18 school year to just six in the current 
year; that number is expected to hold steady in 
the upcoming budget as well.

Typically, salaries and benefits account for 
up to 85% of a school budget, and while the 
district’s total number of full-time equivalent 
(FTE) teaching positions is decreasing in 2024-
25 by 1.27, salaries are rising substantially.

Kaitlyn Shelar, the district’s business man-
ager, explained that Hebron has a lot of teachers 
“climbing the ladder,” meaning that many are 
due for contractual increases. The district is also 
looking to increase pay for its non-union staff 
by up to 3%.

For its facilities, the district is seeking funding 
for a new public address system, costing around 
$7,000. Shelar described the item as a “critical 
need.” Some items, like the PA system, are in-
cluded in the town’s capital improvement plan, 
so if they are ultimately approved there, they 
would be removed from the school’s spending 
plan resulting in an overall reduction.

Other increases include over $30,000 more to 
cover state mandated air quality inspections.

The district continues to be aided by a serious 
of alternative funding sources, including a state 
school mental health grant. In total, there are 
over 17 FTE employees covered through non-
taxpayer dollars.

A newly negotiated transportation contract 
will minimize the impact of rising expenses, 
Baird explained, but the first year will increase 
that budget line by 6%, or around $28,000, com-
pared to the current budget.

Baird once again requested an additional 

school resource officer (SRO), which would 
need to be included in the town budget propos-
al. Accordingly, the district asked the boards of 
selectmen and finance to consider the item in 
the municipal spending plan. Currently, the dis-
trict employs one SRO who splits time between 
the schools.

The BOE heard from different department 
leaders and administrators who broke down 
their own specific budget requests.

Residents can email questions to the BOE and 
administrative team to budget@hebron.k12.
ct.us and view both budget presentation and 
budget book at www.hebron.k12.ct.us/district/
budget/2024-25_budget

Budget Breakdown
Salaries represent the largest expense in the 

2024-25 budget, increasing $304,006, or 3.5%, 
for a total of $8.92 million.

Benefits went up to $2.43 million — a 
$305,847, or 14%, increase from current spend-
ing.

Professional services come in at $195,576, a 
slight increase.

Property services increased to $237,181, up 
from $190,329 in the current year.

At $507,657, supplies decreased nearly 
$5,000.

Property stayed almost entirely flat at 
$245,289.

Other objects cost $141,163 — about $5,500 
more than the 2023-2024 year.

While the total expenditures total $14 mil-
lion, the district accounts for $264,608 in rev-
enue, bringing the total proposed budget down 
to $13.74 million.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., holds two services of Holy Eucharist 
each week, at 8 and 10 a.m. All are invited to the 
church hall for coffee and conversation after the 
services. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Cub Scouts, Mondays, 5:30 
p.m.; Fellowship Café (Memory Workshop), 
temporarily on hiatus; Buildings and Grounds 
Committee, first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Cof-

fee Hours, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts, 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Vestry, third Thursdays, 7 
p.m.; Building Networks International, Fridays, 
7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, call 
the senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior 
center newsletter is online at hebronct.com/
town-departments/senior-center. 

Yoga: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:15-
11:15 a.m., through Feb. 7; no class Jan. 15. Call 
the senior center for remaining cost. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pick-ups begin Fri-
days at 10 a.m.; pre-registration is required by 
the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. Schedule: Jan. 26, 
Walmart and Aldi; Feb. 2, Stop and Shop; Feb. 
9, Big Y. Call the senior center to sign up. Please 
call 860-228-1700.

Mindful Meditation: Monday, Jan. 22, after 
yoga. Class is free. 

Movie Monday: Monday, Jan. 22. Love & 
Mercy will be shown. Lunch will be served be-
forehand at noon; sign up for lunch by the prior 
Friday at 9:30 a.m. To sign-up for the movie or 
lunch and the movie, call the center. 

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 

for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the 
winter heating costs for a household’s primary 
heating source. If the household’s primary heat-
ing costs are included in rent, the household 
may also apply for assistance. To make an ap-
pointment, call the senior center.

Linda’s Craft Corner: Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
noon (notice special time), to make Valentine 
decorations for the new “yearly” tree and/or 
your home and rock-painting. Cost is $3 per 
person for supplies. Come early for lunch at 
11:30 a.m. To sign up, call the senior center. 
Registration deadline: Monday, Jan. 22, at noon.

AARP Income Tax Preparation: Certified 
volunteers will be at the senior center from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 6-March 26, to pre-
pare basic federal and state tax returns. There 
are five appointments per time slot and they are 
one-hour appointments: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and noon. Call the senior center to sign-up. 

Open Quilting, Arts Groups: The senior 
center is combining the Fun with Stitches 
open quilting group and the Created to Create 
open arts group. The groups will meet Fridays 
through Jan. 26, from 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
This will be an open time to come work on your 
projects; bring your own supplies. Pre-registra-
tion requested. 

Healing Mass Sunday 
Church of the Holy Family, 185 Church St., 

will hold its next Healing Mass Sunday, Jan. 21, 
at 2 p.m. All are invited. 

The monthly service is intended to bring 
comfort to people struggling – be it physically, 
emotionally or spiritually. 

For more information, call the church at 860-
228-0096.

Library Seeks Applicants 
for Poet Laureate

The Douglas Library Board of Trustees is 
pleased to announce the establishment of a poet 
laureate position for the town of Hebron. The 
poet laureate position was approved and ready 
to launch in early 2020, but the COVID-19 pan-
demic took over.

The mission of Hebron’s poet laureate is to pro-
mote the appreciation of poetry in Hebron, and to 
be a resource for the community.

If you are interested in the poet laureate posi-
tion, stop by the library and pick up an application. 
Applications must be returned prior to Feb. 1.

Preschool Lottery Applications 
Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 

Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 by Sept. 1 and are planning to have their 
children entered into Hebron’s preschool lot-
tery, are asked to call the Gilead Hill School 
office at 860-228-9458 to have an application 
mailed to them. The application may also be 
downloaded from the Hebron School district 
website, www.hebron.k12.ct.us. Go to “Quick 
Links” and click “PK Application.”

Hebron Early Childhood center receives 
funding for reduced tuition rates from the 
School Readiness Grant. Eligibility is based 
upon household income.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the Gilead Hill Office by Friday, 
Feb. 23, by 3 p.m. Please enclose two forms 
of residency when you return the lottery ap-
plication. The lottery drawing will be held on 
Thursday, March 12, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill 
School. Applicants will be notified of their ac-
ceptance or waitlist status by phone.
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Ft. Lauderdale Fun… Deb, Jim and Erin McKinney of East Hampton recently enjoyed 
a few days in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., before and after cruising to the western Caribbean.

Rivereast Hits the Bahamas… Ron and Stacy Silberman of Colchester recently went 
on a cruise and checked out the Bahamas – and of course brought along the Rivereast!

Thanksgiving Cruise… Carol and Shawn Amell of Colchester enjoyed a Thanksgiving 
cruise to the Bahamas with friends aboard the Royal Caribbean Anthem of the Seas.

Rivereast in Vatican City… Mark and Sue Schroeder of Colchester met Barbara and 
Joe Mercieri of East Hampton during an 11-day pilgrimage through Italy; they’re seen 
here at St. Peter’s Square, Vatican City, on Nov. 6.
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Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner

Local singer-songwriter Bill Naughton Jr. will provide musical entertainment at 
the Knights Of Columbus spaghetti supper on Friday, Jan. 26.

The Knights of Columbus St. John Paul II 
Council 6190 at St. Patrick Church will hold 
their semi-annual spaghetti and meatball din-
ner Friday, Jan. 26, from 4:30-7:30 p.m., at the 
church parish center, located at 47 West High St. 
In case of inclement weather, the dinner will be 
Friday, Feb. 2. Take-out and dine-in meals will 
be offered.

Meal prices are $13 for adults and $12 for 
seniors. Children 5 and under eat for free. The 
meal will include a salad, bread, dessert, coffee 
and a punch drink. Canned soda and bottled 
water will be available for $1. Proceeds will sup-
port local charitable programs. The Knights of 

Columbus will also collect non-perishable food 
items for the East Hampton Food Bank. 

There will be musical entertainment at the 
supper, by local singer-songwriter Bill Naugh-
ton Jr.

Contact Jim Radavich at 860-319-9288 or jra-
davich@yahoo.com for more information.

Capstone Grants Available for EHHS Students
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion is accepting applications from East Hamp-
ton High School juniors and seniors for two 
$200 grants to support two East Hampton High 
School Capstone projects.

The grants will help support the student’s 
proposed Capstone project, a multifaceted as-
signment that serves as a culminating academic 
and intellectual experience for students. Cap-

stone projects may take a wide variety of forms 
including a long-term investigative project that 
culminates in a final product, presentation, or 
performance.

Applicants will be invited to present their 
Capstone Project idea to commission members. 
Deadline to apply is Feb. 1. Visit www.artsfore-
asthamptonct.org for an application or pick one 
up at the town manager’s office at Town Hall.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thurs-
days, 1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; 
Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via 
Zoom; Yoga with Kitch: Wednesdays through 
Feb. 21, 1 p.m. (started Dec. 27; fee is $20); 
Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shannon: 
Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. -- Bring projects to share 
and work on together; Tai Chi: Thursdays, 
10:30-11 a.m.; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 
a.m. Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. – let the 
center know in advance if you plan to attend; 
Mahjong: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon – call also to 
put your name on a list if interested in learning 
how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person 
or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): First and third Mondays of each 
month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to meet 
others and share resources.

Blood Pressure Screenings: Monday, Jan. 22, 
starting at 12:30 p.m., at the senior center.

Makeup for Mature Women Forum: Mon-
day, Jan. 22, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Learn how 
to create your own unique makeup style with 

a professional makeup artist. Explore products 
and tools and participate in demonstrations. 
Cost is $10. Bring your own makeup if possible. 

Chatham Health Chat: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
10:30 a.m. The Chatham Health District will 
visit and provide a free informational discus-
sion on eye health. 

Game Day Challenge with the East Hamp-
ton High School Interact Club: Thursday, Jan. 
25, 2:30 p.m. All are invited to an afternoon of 
Scrabble and Pictionary with students from East 
Hampton High School.

Art with Karen: Sunday, Jan. 28, 2 p.m. 
AARP Free Tax Aid Program: Appoint-

ments start Feb. 5th. All appointments will be 
held on Mondays at the senior center through 
the end of March. Call or stop by the center to 
make an appointment. At that time you will be 
given an intake form to complete and bring with 
you on the day of your appointment.

Trips: Connecticut River Museum Train 
Show Exhibit: Wednesday, Jan. 31, departing at 
11 a.m. Lunch at Morina Restaurant in Haddam 
will be followed by a visit to the museum fea-
turing a fully operational 30-foot train layout, 
“I Spy” scavenger hunts, a gift shop and more. 
Cost is $14 and includes transportation. 

Shop on Your Own at the Meriden Mall: 
Monday, Feb. 5, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is a $4 
transportation donation. Pre-registration is 
necessary.

The Connecticut Flower Show: Thursday, 
Feb. 22, at the Connecticut Convention Center, 
Hartford. Depart at 10 a.m. and return at 2 p.m. 
Cost is $19 and includes transportation. Lunch 
is on your own at the event. Register in advance 
at the senior center. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot.

Houseplants – New Ideas 
and Old Favorites

The East Hampton Belltown Garden Club 
will meet Monday, Jan. 29, at 6 p.m. The meet-
ing will take place at Ballek’s Garden Center in 
East Haddam, where Nancy Ballek McKinnon 
will talk about houseplants. 

Her presentation will be centered around 
some new ideas for easy-care plants as well as 
familiar plants folks continue to enjoy. She will 
talk about the care of your plants and revitaliza-
tion of plants that you may have had for some 
time.

For more information, call Sue at 860-575-
1349.

Joint Worship for Congregational Churches 
Second Congregational Church of Middle 

Haddam and Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church will hold joint worship services during 
January at 10:30 a.m. Sundays in Middle Had-
dam, at 52 Middle Haddam Rd., Middle Had-
dam. Coffee hour follows the services, in the 
church’s Fellowship Hall.

 On Jan. 21 and 28, guest preacher will be the 

Rev. Suzy Rivera of Farmington. Rivera has pas-
tored with several churches in Texas and cur-
rently serves with the Friendship Service Cen-
ter in New Britain, a nonprofit organization that 
provides services to people in poverty, centering 
on homelessness.

All are welcome. Visit www.haddamneckcon-
gregationalchurch.org for more information. 

Cabin Fever History Talk

Richard Shriver

 On Saturday, Feb. 24, editor and publisher 
Richard “Dick” Shriver, a resident of Old Lyme, 
will give a talk on his quarterly magazine Estu-
ary: Life of the Connecticut River at 11 a.m. at 
the East Hampton Library Community Room, 
105 Main St. 

The talk is part of the Cabin Fever History 
Series organized by the Chatham Historical So-
ciety and co-sponsored by the East Hampton 
Library.

Shriver uses PowerPoint slides to illustrate his 
presentation on the last 12,000 years of the Con-
necticut River to the present, with special atten-
tion to abuse of the river during and following 
the industrial revolution. He will acknowledge 
those in government who established the pres-
ent-day regulatory apparatus that has helped 
clean up the water in the river. He will also 
summarize the works currently underway for 
the long-term benefit of the environmental and 
ecological features of the river.

Shriver has a degree in mechanical engi-
neering and a master’s degree in industrial en-
gineering.  He has held executive positions in 
government and industry, having been assistant 
secretary of the U.S. Treasury Department and 
senior vice president of Chase Manhattan Bank.  
He has been professor of business finance and 
marketing at the International Management In-
stitute in Kiev, Ukraine. He is provost emeritus 
of the European College of Liberal Arts (now 
Bard College Berlin), and is currently head 
coach of girls’ varsity lacrosse at Old Saybrook 
High School.

Register in person at the library, by calling 
860-267-6621, or online at easthamptonpub-
liclibrary.org. For more information, contact 
Chatham Historical Society member Marty 
Podskoch at 860-267-2442 or podskoch@com-
cast.net.

Teen Game Night
at Epoch Arts

Epoch Arts is joining up with The Portal in 
Manchester and offering a teen game night Fri-
day, Jan. 26, from 7-9:30 p.m., at Epoch, 27 Skin-
ner St., East Hampton.

Teens in grades six and up are invited to come 
hang out, eat some food, listen to music and play 
some games. There will be a variety of board 
games plus DDR, and Bryan Raddatz from The 
Portal in Manchester will head up the night.

Admission is $10. For more information, visit 
www.epocharts.org. And for more information 
on The Portal, visit www.theportalct.com.
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$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Dick’s Barber Shop
Open Wed & Fri 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE6-9-23
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com
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Today

Tri-M Honor Society Hosts Student-Run Recital

East Hampton High School juniors Neha Sidana, Will Nafis, Landon Vaillancourt 
and senior Finn Piper performed an arrangement of Ozzy Osbourne’s “Crazy Train.” 
The different groups of students quickly prepared and auditioned with a song to per-
form at the annual Tri-M Recital. 

By London Brazal
East Hampton High School students show-

cased their musical talents in an entertaining 
recital last week. On Jan. 10, members of the 
Tri-M Music Honor Society put together groups 
to perform in front of family and friends in the 
high school’s auditorium. 

The Tri-M Music Honor Society, known sim-
ply as Tri-M, offers students the chance to per-
form, places them in leadership positions, and 
allows them to serve their community. It is an 
initiative by the National Association for Music 
Education (NAfME) aimed at acknowledging 
students for their academic and musical ac-
complishments. To qualify for membership, a 
student must uphold an A average in their mu-
sic classes, maintain a C average in all academic 
courses, be currently enrolled in a music course 
at their school, and receive a recommendation 
for membership from their school’s music fac-
ulty.

The East Hampton Chapter 7138 of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society currently has 16 members 
consisting of juniors and seniors. The advisors 
are musical instructors Andrew Groves and Eh-
ren Brown. The recital held last week was the 
first since the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For the student-ran performance, they han-
dled set-up/take-down, promotion, audio-visual 
and emceeing. Groves said that as an honor so-
ciety, students were more than capable of run-
ning their own event. “The organizational skills 
required to do all the non-performing aspects 
are very good for students to refine,” mentioned 
Groves. “Really, we just wanted to showcase how 
awesome our students are and can be without 
any oversight.” 

Juniors Kaitlyn Grenier and Macie Brazal em-
ceed the event and enjoyed some back-and-forth 
banter while students prepared the stage. 

Neha Sidana, also a junior, serves as the chap-
ter’s secretary. She got involved with Tri-M be-

cause she wanted to immerse herself in addi-
tional musical experiences and spread her love 
for music to the rest of the community. “I think 
the recital really impacted student’s musical 
growth positively,” said Sidana. “It allowed stu-
dents to create groups and collaborate with oth-
ers on pieces that we don’t normally play.”

Sidana joined three other students to perform 
in a saxophone quartet and played “Crazy Train” 
by Ozzy Osbourne. Other performances includ-
ed a 13-student choir singing an acapella version 
of “Stand by Me” by Ben E. King, a brass quintet 
playing “Mr. Blue Sky” by Electric Light Orches-
tra, a woodwind quartet performing “I See the 
Light” from the movie Tangled, a trumpet duet 
playing “Summertime” by Louis Armstrong and 
members of the drum-line performing a medley 
of cadences while moving around the stage. 

Sidana was happy with the results of the 
student-run event. “It showcased our commit-
ment to music and this organization,” explained 
Sidana. The most challenging part was finding 
time outside of school to rehearse. Zachary Sel-
ger, another junior a part of Tri-M, echoed that 
point. In addition, another challenge was read-
ing unfamiliar music. “The most difficult part 
was finding and practicing new songs that some 
of us hadn’t even heard of until we searched it 
up,” said Selger. 

Selger got involved with Tri-M because he 
wanted to try a positive new experience and it 
looks good on college applications. “The reason 
why I think the recital improved students’ mu-
sical growth is because the students lead their 
own musical groups,” explained Selger. For him, 
it was difficult to find time to practice and also 
find ways to assist or compromise.

The Tri-M Recital was reintroduced for the 
first time since 2020. “I think it helped students’ 
musical growth,” said Selger. “It was a great idea 
to have the recital be student-run, it allows them 
to experience what running an event is like.”

Brown and Groves were thrilled with the 
recital’s success. The audience was filled with 
family, friends and other members of the music 
department. “Students did an excellent job re-
hearsing and performing their music,” explained 
Groves. “We loved that it showcased their ability 
to make chamber music and adjust on the fly.”

The East Hampton High School Music De-
partment has several performances through-

out the year. The next performance is the win-
ter concert on Feb. 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium. The jazz band will also be 
performing at the Knights of Columbus Fish Fry 
on March 1 at St. Patrick’s Church. On March 
27, the department will host its annual Cabaret, 
at which attendees will enjoy dinner and musical 
performances by the students. 

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev. 
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are in 
session. The Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard and Emi-
ly Vick lead the group, which meets at 9:55. New 

students welcome. Contact neelrichard16@
gmail.com for information/dates, as classes are 
sometimes rescheduled.

Cobalt Lodge Service: All are invited to at-
tend the brief service at Cobalt Lodge immedi-
ately after church on Jan. 21.

Save the Date: The annual meeting will be 
held directly after the service on Feb. 14.

Bible Study: Wednesdays at 6 p.m., via Zoom, 
led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn. Contact her 
at bobette@kahn.com for further information.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at 
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10 
a.m. Worship is streamed live every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. All children in the community are in-
vited to attend Sunday School.  Contact Gwen 
Lawson at the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org for more information.

Sunday, Jan. 21: Music will feature both the 
Bell Choir and Chancel Choir. The Rev. Valerie 
Seaver’s sermon title is “Listen,” based on Psalm 
139:1-6 and John 1:43-51.  A Service of Installa-
tion will be held in the meetinghouse at 2 p.m., 
when Seaver will be officially installed as the 
church pastor.   

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by the 
Rev. Val Seaver and meets Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m. upstairs in the lounge. All are welcome.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshipers to bring their donations. 
The Drive-Thru Café for Marlborough Food 
Bank patrons is held monthly at the church. 

AA: The church sponsors three scheduled 
meetings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon 
in the Youth Room, and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Great Hall. 

ACA: Meets in the Youth Room Tuesdays at 
7:30 p.m.

277th Annual Financial Meeting: Sunday, 
Jan. 28, at 11:15 a.m., in the meetinghouse.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is closed in 
January for refreshing and reopens Friday, Feb. 
2, from noon-3 p.m. The shop sells year-round 
through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 or email 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 

and crocheters are welcome.
Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 

All voices are welcome.
For more information about CCEH and its 

activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Boy Scout Bottle Drive
Boy Scout Troop 57 will hold its bottle 

drive this Saturday, Jan. 20, from 9 a.m.-
noon, at the American Distilling parking lot 
at 31 East High St., Route 66. 

For more information, call Annette Kow-
alczyk at 860-267-2962. 

Future bottle drives will be March 16 
and May 18. For updates due to inclement 
weather, visit tmweb.troopmaster.com/Log-
in/PickSite (choose CT and Unit 57).

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Sunday services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St., are 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study precedes the 
services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. Church 
pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan. 

Free Spaghetti Dinner: Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
at 5 p.m., in the parish hall. All are welcome.

Dean’s List
Maxwell J. Karrenberg of East Hampton 

made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at the University 
of Pittsburgh – Greensburg in Greensburg, Pa. 

Karrenberg is currently a junior in pursuit of 
a bachelor’s degree in business.
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Spring Soccer Registration
Registration is now open for the East Hamp-

ton Soccer Club’s spring season, for both the 
Recreational and Travel Leagues. Visit tinyurl.
com/sxzyf5fn to register. Registration deadline 
is March 3.

Recreational Program offerings are: Pre-K 
(ages 3-5), Kindergarten, Juniors (grades one 
and two), Seniors (grades three-five).

The Travel Programs are U8 (Birth Year 2016) 
and up.

Volunteers are needed for Travel and Rec 
League teams. Contact the club if interested. 

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Sam Gibson, Kyle 

Lapolt and Alissa Madeia made the fall 2023 
Dean’s List at Roger Williams University in Bris-
tol, R.I.

Dean’s List
East Hampton resident Jenna DeCoursey 

made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac 
University in Hamden.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, has 

announced the following. Registration required 
unless noted; to register, or for full program de-
scriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us at east-
hamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Facebook  at 
facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!: 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5 
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children ages 
18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs: Wednes-
days, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years; Baby Rhyme 
Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for ages birth to 24 
months, and their caregivers. 

Ready to Read Book Club: Wednesday, Jan. 
24, 4:30-5:30 p.m., for grades K-2. Share your 
favorite early reader books and play games to 

improve literacy skills. Registered participants 
will receive a book to take home. This month’s 
book is Pizza and Taco: Who’s the Best by Stephen 
Shaskan.

Family Storytime: Saturday, Jan. 27, 10:30 
a.m., for ages 3-5 – siblings welcome. There will 
be stories, songs, and open-ended play. Partici-
pants will also have the chance to work on a craft 
to bring home. No registration required.

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Satur-
day, Feb. 3. All are invited for a day of hands-on 
activities and prizes. From 10:30-11 a.m., Fam-
ily Storytime will take place, for ages 2-6. Read, 
dance and sing! Then from 1-2 p.m., there will be 
Ice Cream in a Bag, for all ages. Make your own 
ice cream.  

Teen Programs: Nintendo Switch Game 
Play: Saturday, Jan. 20, 2-3:30 p.m. Teens in 
grades 6-12 are invited to pull up a beanless bag 
chair in the community room for a big-screen 
Nintendo Switch hang out. All skill levels wel-
come.

Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 6 
p.m., for grades 6-12. Have a say in program-
ming, collection development, and more. The 
TAB group meets monthly and always welcomes 
new members.

Adult Programs: LibrarYoga with Amie 
Meacham: Saturday, Jan. 20, 10:15 a.m. This is an 
hour of gentle yoga for adults in the Community 
Room. All levels welcome; bring your own mat if 
you have one and wear comfortable clothes.

Tech Help with Sam & Nicole: Thursday, Jan. 
25, 2-4 p.m. Drop by the library to get your tech-
nology questions answered. No registration re-
quired, just bring your device with you.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. Communion 
will be served.

Annual Meeting: Saturday, Jan. 27, at 9 a.m., 
in Fellowship Hall.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn to 
help explain the meaning of the message topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 

K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship 
service. The theme is “Friends with God.” A tod-
dler nursery is also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are wel-
come. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on “Fruits of the 
Spirit.” 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library’s P.O. Box number is 
123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Fill a Bag Book Sale: During January, bring a 
bag or take one of the library’s and fill it with as 
many books and DVDs as you can, for $1.

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experi-
enced and new players welcome. 

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 

your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Satur-
days at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register 
at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Introducing Pilates: Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
Cost is $10 per class. To register, call 203-592-
4448 or email abstit@sbcglobal.net.

Introducing Yoga for Kids: Fridays at 10 
a.m. starting Jan. 12. Cost is $12 for each child/
caregiver pair. Children who are walking up 
through age 5 are welcome. Space is limited. 
Email kmarshall0227@yahoo.com or call 860-
638-9097 to register.

Haines to Seek Reelection for House Seat
State Rep. Irene Haines (R-34) has announced 

she will seek reelection. Haines has been a mem-
ber of the state House of Representatives since 
2018.

The 34th District covers East Haddam, East 
Hampton and portions of Salem.

Currently in her third term, Haines holds po-
sitions on the legislature’s Education, Planning 
& Development, and Higher Ed & Workforce 
Development committees. As ranking member 
of Higher Education, Haines has championed in-
creased incentives for trade schools, apprentice-
ships, and initiatives focusing on workforce de-
velopment.  Additionally, she has helped reduce 
unfunded mandates in education. 

“If reelected, my focus will remain on crafting 
and supporting legislation that will substantially 
assist our small businesses, creating new avenues 
for employment and offering opportunities for 
our youth through apprenticeship and intern-
ship programs,” Haines said.

“I am steadfast in my dedication to being your 
voice in Hartford,” she added. “Undoubtedly, 

these times present challenges for us, and there 
remains more to be accomplished. Across the 
district, residents echo the sentiment that Con-
necticut has become increasingly unaffordable. 
Escalating inflation, education and healthcare 
expenses are straining budgets and impacting 
our collective quality of life.”

Haines said she will “persist in advocating 
for legislation that stops hampering economic 
progress in Connecticut. Our legislative prior-
ity must center on creating a landscape ripe with 
opportunities for both employers and employ-
ees. It’s imperative to heed the concerns of our 
job creators regarding workforce requirements, 
outdated regulations, and the mounting costs 
of conducting business – the red tape must be 
eliminated.”

Haines added, “I remain dedicated to our first 
responders, veterans, seniors, and will continue 
to safeguard the natural splendor of our beloved 
community.”

Haines lives in East Haddam with her hus-
band, Steve, and together they have two children.

Police News
1/7: Adam Motowidlo, 37, of 30 Wangonk 

Trl., was issued a summons for traveling too fast 
for conditions, operating an unregistered mo-
tor vehicle and operating a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license, East Hampton Police said. 

1/10: Lisabeth Menard, 36, of Southington, 
was arrested and charged with violation of a 
protective order and second-degree harass-
ment, police said.

1/11: A 17-year-old of East Hampton was 

issued a summons for two counts of fourth-
degree sexual assault and one count of second-
degree unlawful restraint, police said.

1/16: Donato Rinaldi, 48, of 29.5 N. Main St., 
was arrested and charged with two counts of 
violation of a restraining order, police said. 

From Jan. 8-14, officers responded to 16 
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and six 
alarms, and made 11 traffic stops, police said. 

EHMS Volleyball
Registration 

East Hampton Middle School student/ath-
letes in grades seven or eight who are interested 
in playing for the boys or girls volleyball teams 
can register at FamilyID.com. Athletes must 
have a physical within a 13-month period in or-
der to participate. 

Registration is limited to the first 60 girls. 
Deadline for registration is Monday, Jan. 28. For 
more information, call EHMS athletic director 
Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Technology Tutoring
Sessions

Middle Haddam Public Library, located at 2 
Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam, will offer One-
on-One Technology Tutoring Sessions with 
members of the East Hampton High School 
Interact Club on Tuesdays, Jan. 30, Feb. 13 and 
Feb. 27, from 3-6 p.m. 

Sign up for your individual session in advance 
by calling or emailing the library and bring your 
cell phone or tablet to the session.

To register or request more information, 
email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.com or call 
860-267-9093.

Presentation by Local Artist

Sylvina Rollins

The East Hampton Art Association will 
present fine artist Sylvina Rollins Wednesday, 
Jan. 24, at 7 p.m., in the Community Room 
at East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St.

Along with her camera, oil paint is Rollins’ 
primary medium. She also enjoys watercolor 
journaling in addition to colored pencil and 
ink. She keeps her camera nearby to capture 
beautiful inspirations for future paintings.

Her career highlights include publishing 
the book Luna – A Tribute; sales to collectors, 
including an actor from the show Cheers; and 
exhibiting throughout the region at muse-
ums, hospitals and public spaces. She loves 
providing keepsake pet portraits to her loyal 
repeat collectors. 

“I am inspired by light, color, joy, farm 
animals, nature, family and all life’s wonders: 
Walks in nature, trips to the ocean, traveling 
and time with our pets,” said Rollins. 

Learn more at www.sylvinarollinsart.com.
There will be an opportunity to speak with 

Rollins during the intermission, which in-
cludes coffee/tea and refreshments.

Art Association programs/demonstrations 

and meetings are always free for students and 
association members. Suggested donation for 
non-members is $4.
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15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales

From the First Selectman’s Desk
Dear Residents of Portland:

I am writing today to address a pressing concern regarding our primary fire protection ve-
hicle in the countryside, Engine #3, and to propose a solution that is in the best interest of 
Portland residents.

As you may or may not be aware, Engine #3 recently suffered a catastrophic tank failure while 
returning from a call in October. Upon disassembling the tank, it was revealed that extensive 
repairs, estimated to range from $100,000 to $250,000, would be required. Given the truck’s 
age, now exceeding 30 years, The Board of Selectmen carefully considered and concluded that 
investing a substantial amount in its repair is neither practical nor fiscally responsible for our 
taxpayers.

In collaboration with former Chief Shea, current Chief Puida and other members of the 
Fire Department, we initiated the process of finding a suitable replacement for Engine #3. This 
task initially proved challenging, particularly due to a competitive marketplace and the unique 
specifications that the garage bay at Fire Company 3 requires. Timing is also a factor with a six-
month lead time on any vehicle purchased, pushing the timeline to June of 2024 at the earliest.

The good news is that our contractor recently identified a truck that meets all the necessary 
specifications and requirements. The total cost for the replacement engine, including contin-
gency, amounts to $525,000. We firmly believe that acquiring this vehicle is in the best interest 
of the Town, ensuring adequate protection for our residents.

To address the funding for this emergency expense, we have worked closely with Finance 
Director Tom Robinson. The identified funding sources include $367,112 from unanticipated 
revenues that we received in the current fiscal year as well as a transfer of $157,888 from unas-
signed fund balance in the general fund.

To facilitate community input and decision-making, a Public Hearing has been scheduled 
for Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 6:30 p.m., in the Buck-Foreman Community room at 265 Main St. 
Following the hearing, a Special Town Meeting will take place at 6:45 p.m., during which a vote 
will be conducted on the proposed purchase.

We understand the significance of unanticipated purchases, but given the safety concerns 
and the paramount importance of protecting our residents, the Board believes this decision is 
imperative for the well-being of the town.

In a positive turn of events, the Town of East Hampton has generously offered the town one 
of their spare engines as a loaner while we work towards procuring this new truck. This not 
only allows us to maintain adequate protection for our residents, but also enables us to return 
our own tanker to mutual aid service. We extend our sincerest gratitude to the Town of East 
Hampton, especially to Fire Chief Robert Rainville and Town Manager David Cox, for their 
invaluable support during this challenging time.

I would like to encourage the residents of Portland to attend the Public Hearing and Special 
Town Meeting to voice their opinions and participate in the decision-making process. Your 
engagement is crucial as we collectively work towards ensuring the safety and well-being of our 
community.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to a positive outcome that 
prioritizes the safety of our residents.

Sincerely yours,
Ryan J. Curley

Portland First Selectman

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., holds Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m. each week. All are invited; coffee hour 
follows the service. This Sunday, Jan. 21, service 
will be led by Intentional Interim Minister the 
Rev. Barry McCarthy. 

The Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring a 
“Mardi Gras Fest” on Saturday, Feb. 3, from 9:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. The event will include authentic 
New Orleans food, music, a bake sale and candy 
booth. Valentine gift items, handmade photo 

cards, and a basket raffle featuring themed bas-
kets filled with gifts and treats. In keeping with 
the mission focus this church is known for, a 
portion of the proceeds from the Mardi Gras 
Fest will be given to the Portland Fuel Bank.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor 
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 

Antonelle for an appointment.
Other Programs: For information on faith 

formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Bereavement Support Group: The group 
meets every second Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome to 
attend. For more information, call Susan Bon-
giorno at 860-685-1966.

Enhancing with
Native Plants

On Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 7 p.m., at The 
Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., the Portland 
River-Valley Garden Club will welcome Peter 
Picone, a DEEP wildlife biologist, who will pres-
ent an educational program on ways to create 
and enhance wildlife habitat in your surround-
ings through the use of native plants. 

All are welcome to attend; light refreshments 
will be served.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit  or 
call 860-342-6770. The library is also on Face-
book and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. 

All-Ages Winter Writing Challenge: Cumu-
latively, if everyone writes at least 50,000 words, 
the library will have met its goal and one writer 
will get to pick a book to add to our collection. 
Decide on your personal word count goal for 
the month of January and register yourself on-
line (or stop in to the library to pick up a track-
ing form), then stop in to share how far you’ve 
gotten or share your writing word count with us 
all month long.

Winter Reading Challenge for Kids – Read-
ing is Fun Any Way You Slice It: Runs through 
Friday, March 1. This year’s theme is Pizza. Visit 
the library and get a pizza tray to hang on our 
bulletin board. Each time you check out mate-
rials in January and February (up to once per 
day), you’ll receive a slice to color and add it to 
your pizza. Once you’ve added eight slices and 
have a full pizza, you will have completed the 
challenge and will win a small prize.

Youth Programs: LGBTQ+ Social and Sup-
port Groups: Teens are invited to social meet-
ups at the library on the first Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. Support groups will meet 
on the third Wednesday of the month, with a 
parent and caregiver support group running 
concurrently in another room at the library. For 
more information, contact Jenn Renk at 860-
342-6770.

Let’s Explore Italy: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m., 
Feb. 1, 15, and 29, for grades 3-5. 

Turtle Power Teamwork! Thursdays at 3:30 
p.m., Jan. 25, and Feb. 8 and 22, Grades K-2): 
Get inspired by Raphael, Leonardo, Donatello 
and Michelangelo, and work together to com-
plete challenges and earn a new colored ban-
dana each week.

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Sat-
urday, Feb. 3, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Visit the 
children’s department where you’ll find Bluey-
themed crafts, games and a scavenger hunt. 
Also, sign up for a 15-minute slot to read to a 
therapy dog between 10:30 a.m. and noon, and 
stop by the animal adoption event with Protec-
tors of Animals to learn about volunteer oppor-
tunities and meet some four-legged friends that 
might be a good fit for your family.

Family Craft Night: Sock Snowmen: Thurs-

day, Feb. 8, at 6:30 p.m. The library will provide 
a sock for each member of your family. This ac-
tivity has steps that are appropriate for all ages, 
but a parent or guardian must be with children 
to help with supervision. Space is limited.

Family Fort Night and Hibernating Ani-
mal Hunt: Friday, Feb. 9, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Stop by 
after the library has closed to create a reading 
den, enjoy a bear-themed snack, and search the 
library once the lights go out for some hibernat-
ing animals hiding in the book stacks. Space is 
limited.

Snow Day: Tuesday, Feb. 20. Drop in during 
the day for a variety of snow day fun. Practice 
ice skating, have a snowball fight, create some 
winter-themed crafts, and sip on some hot co-
coa. No registration is required.

Pizza and Puzzles – Jigsaw Puzzle Competi-
tion: Saturday, Feb. 24, 10:30 a.m. Create a team 
with friends and family. Teams may consist of 
2-4 people who will compete to finish the same 
500-piece puzzle in the least amount of time. 
Space is limited to seven teams so register early.

Teen Event: Portland Pizza: Who’s the 
GOAT?: Monday, Feb. 12, 3:30 p.m. Sample 
slices from local pizza places and  choices and 
decide who is the champion. Space is limited.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit: Carol Ingram’s 
“Art that is Felt” exhibit runs through Feb. 1. 

Portland Writers’ Group: Saturday, Jan. 20, 
1 p.m. The library is thinking about starting 
a writing group in Portland. All are invited to 
join local author Mary Maki to share what they 
would like to see at the library.

Mystery Lovers Book Club: Rescheduled to 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 1 p.m. Motherless Brooklyn 
by Jonathan Lethem will be discussed.

Writers’ Café: Thursday, Jan. 25, 6 p.m. At 
this drop-in café, the library will provide warm 
beverages; you bring whatever you need to write 
to help the library “sprint” to the finish line in 
its community writing challenge. The first hour 
will be quiet writing time (6-7 p.m.), and then 
folks can use the final 30 minutes (7-7:30 p.m.) 
to chat about their project.

February Art Exhibit Reception – Jennifer 
Hart: Snowpaintings: Saturday, Feb. 10, 1 p.m. 
Hart says “Snowpaintings are an original style of 
painting created in snowstorms that begin with 
falling snow on canvas.” The Friends of the Port-
land Library group is sponsoring the reception. 
The exhibit runs Feb. 3-28.

Town Clerk’s
Office Closure

The Portland town clerk’s office will be 
closed Tuesday, Jan. 23, in order for staff 
to attend required training. The office will 
re-open after the training at approximately 
5 p.m., and continue with normal Tuesday 
late hours until 7 p.m. 

All other Town Hall offices will be open 
as normal.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-
ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required.

Drop-In Basketball: Mondays (for women) 
and Tuesdays (for men), 7:30-9 p.m., through 
May, at Portland Middle School.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Stephanie Dimauro and 

Jayden Schoeps made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at 
Roger Williams University in Bristol, R.I.

President’s List
Lauren Eckert of Portland made the fall 2023 

President’s List at Plymouth State University in 
Plymouth, N.H.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin



NEWS BULLETIN •  January 19, 2024	 Page 15

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

R
E1

-1
2-

24

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2022 of SOLD in total 

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia, 
Colchester, Coventry and Andover R
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 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Mardi Gras Fest at First Church
The First Congregational Church of Portland 

will hold a Mardi Gras Fest Saturday, Feb. 3, 
from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at the church, located 
at 554 Main St. 

The Mardi Gras Fest is a new event for the 
church which is known for popular events in 
years past such as The Chocolate Fest, church 
fairs, and musicals. A portion of the funds 
raised will be donated to Portland Fuel Bank.

A feature of the Mardi Gras Fest will be the 
raffle of 21 themed baskets. The baskets have 
been created and donated by members of the 
church. Some baskets are filled with gifts, while 
some feature gourmet food, and others provide 
everything needed for a gathering of friends. 
For those looking for a serenity, the Peace and 
Quiet basket will be perfect. For those planning 
to gather with friends, the choices include We 
All Scream for Ice Cream, Super Bowl Basket, 
Italian Pasta Night, and Happy Mardi Gras. 
There are baskets filled with items for our Fea-
tured Friends or Pet Lovers. The Made in Con-
necticut basket features sixteen items from 
farms and food establishments throughout the 
state. You Are My Sunshine, Over the Rainbow, 
Blueberry Basket, Be My Valentine, and When 
Life Gives You Lemons are sure to bring a smile 
to the lucky winners. Several baskets are perfect 
for home chefs and there are baskets filled with 
surprises and activities for children.

Faith Fraulino is the chairperson for the Mar-

di Gras Fest, assisted by a cadre of helpers from 
the church. The Mardi Gras Café will feature 
original Mardi Gras fare such as authentic New 
Orleans gumbo and several desserts including 
King’s Cake.

There will be a Bake Sale booth overflowing 
with a large variety of home-baked cakes, pies, 
pastries, cookies and breads, including Robin 
Richardson’s popular and sought-after carda-
mom bread.

The Sweet Treats Extraordinaire Booth will 
feature treats sure to entice all those with a 
sweet tooth. Husky Paws, pecan turtles, English 
toffee, almond brickle, candy covered pretzels, 
and a variety of other candies will be available. 
In keeping with the Mardi Grad theme will be 
southern pralines and rum raisin fudge.

The Timeless Treasures Booth will be filled 
with gift items perfect for Valentine’s Day and 
birthdays, including the church’s line of beauti-
ful photo greeting cards. The children’s table of 
craftswill be provided by Mary Clark.

Presidential Scholar
Katelyn Rose Yankowski of Portland, a soph-

omore majoring in psychology, was named a 
Presidential Scholar for the fall 2023 semester at 
Clarkson University in Potsdam, N.Y.

Presidential scholars must achieve a mini-
mum 3.80 grade point average and carry at least 
14 credit hours.

The Lives of Quarry Workers in the 1800s
Portland resident Mary Dickerson will 

present a program, “The Irish and the Port-
land Brownstone Quarries: 3 Stories,” at the 
Portland Historical Society’s annual meeting 
on Sunday, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., at the Waverly 
Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

Dickerson plans to follow the lives of three 
of her descendants — her great-great-grand-
father, Hugh McManus, her great-grandfather 
Richard Dillon, and her great-great-uncle 
John Dillon; each is an Irishman, but each has 
a different experience and assimilation into 
life in Connecticut.

Dickerson has gathered a collection of 
quarry memorabilia, photographs of their 

homes in Ireland, England and Scotland as 
they made their journey here, and personal 
possessions that have been passed down that 
portray their lives and the differences in their 
wealth and status in the community. At the 
conclusion of her presentation, there will be 
time for questions and answers.

After a brief meeting when the society’s 
2024 Executive Board will be elected, the pro-
gram will begin. Refreshments will be served. 
The program, an effort to help community 
members gain an understanding of Portland’s 
early history, is open to the public and free of 
charge.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA

COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Girls Night Out 
On Tuesday, Jan. 30, the Portland High-

lander girls basketball team will hold its an-
nual Girls Night Out event. There will be one 
game – varsity only – which starts at 6 p.m.

As always, this event will feature basket-
ball, door prizes, and giveaways. The girls 
team will host Shoreline Conference rival Old 
Lyme. Two seniors will also be honored for 
Senior Night. 

All are invited to attend. All Portland youth 
– girls and boys – aged 13 and under who 

wear a Portland T-shirt or Portland uniform 
top from any sport , or who come dressed in 
their best red and black outfits, will be given 
their choice of a free door prize while supplies 
last. They will also be given a free raffle ticket 
for an opportunity to win other prizes. 

Girls will also be invited to be a “High-
lander for the Night” and participate in the 
team’s pregame rituals and partake in halftime 
events.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding Kindergarten 

Registration for the 2024-25 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be 5 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2024, should 
contact Valley View School at pgross@port-
landct.us to indicate if you will be registering 
your child for kindergarten. Please provide your 
child’s full name, date of birth, phone number 
and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.

Former Rivereast Reporter Publishes Memoir
By London Brazal

Starting at the age of two months, Michelle da 
Silva Richmond became familiar with traveling 
across various countries. Recently, the former 
Rivereast staff writer published a captivating 
memoir about her days as a Pan Am stewardess. 

Richmond was born in Massachusetts but 
most of her childhood was spent in Rio, Bra-
zil, and she often explored different countries 
with her family. “We were always traveling,” 
explained Richmond. “Brazil, Portugal, Guate-
mala, Columbia… I was always in and out of the 
States.”

A friend of Richmond’s mom was a travel 
writer and became a large influence on Rich-
mond’s career path. She went on to study jour-
nalism and graduated from Ohio State Univer-
sity. Following graduation, Richmond became a 
stewardess for Pan American World Airways in 
the early 1970s. She described the time as the 
“golden age of flying.”

“People were dressed up and everyone was so 

kind,” explained Richmond. She noted that the 
flight attendants had to look and dress a certain 
way. If they didn’t weigh in at a specific weight, 
they would be grounded. “They wanted to make 
sure we were slim and could move quickly.”

Richmond’s new memoir, Fleeting Moments, 
is based on her time with Pan Am and the de-
cades following. According to the book’s de-
scription, “The world becomes her playground 
from the sultry beaches of Rio de Janeiro to the 
bustling bazaars of Tehran, the enigmatic pyra-
mids of Egypt, the timeless castles of Europe—
and beyond.” In addition to her fascinating 
travel experiences with celebrity appearances 
and fearful in-flight moments, there is also a 
passionate love affair with two men on separate 
continents. “Who doesn’t love a good love story, 
especially a tear-jerker!” added Richmond. 

The tough consequences of her decisions, 
the sacrifices made in her globetrotting way of 
life and the turmoil in the subsequent decades 

provide a deeply moving backdrop to her story. 
Everything in the memoir is true except for the 
“speculative ending.”

With traveling as Richmond’s passion, she 
began to write about the experiences she had 
and the places she went to. She became a free-
lance travel writer and editor and joined the 
Society of American Travel Writers. Now based 
in Rocky Hill, she has over 30+ years of experi-
ence writing for numerous organizations such 
as USA Today and Peter Greenberg Worldwide. 

In the late ‘90s, Richmond wanted to have 
a normal day job and started writing for the 
Rivereast originally covering Portland and East 
Hampton under the former editor, Jim Hallas. 
When reflecting on her days with the Rivereast, 
Richmond said she had a lot of laughs. 

“I made a lot of great friendships and it was so 
much fun,” she added. 

After eight years with the paper, she began to 
write the memoir in 2005. However, she did not 
get too far as life took her in different directions. 
About two years ago during the Winter Olym-
pics, Richmond said how she was watching the 
skating competition and heard a song by Shawn 
Phillips. “It was the most beautiful song. It had 
a peculiar name, it was called ‘She Was Waiting 
for Her Mother at The Station in Torino…,’” ex-
plained Richmond. Ultimately, hearing about 
Torino, an Italian city, inspired her to keep writ-
ing the memoir. The time to write the book took 
about a year. 

One of the more challenging parts of pub-
lishing the book was choosing an untraditional 
publishing method. If Richmond decided to get 

an agent, it would have taken about two to three 
years to get her book out. Instead, she reached 
out directly to Palmetto Publishing and Rich-
mond said that they were amazing to work with. 
The memoir came out on Dec. 19 and is avail-
able on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and other 
book-selling sites. 

In the first month of its release, Richmond 
has been able to sign multiple copies. Right 
now, she is investigating more ways to market 
the book. In the near future, she is interested in 
hosting a national book tour and maybe an in-
ternational one. 

Seeing the book published has given Rich-
mond “the bug” to keep writing. A couple of 
years ago she wrote a children’s book called 
Travels with Mateo and Joe Mouse and is con-
sidering continuing that series. With lots of 
ideas on what is next, Richmond said she is ex-
cited to travel more and tackle new adventures. 
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Wednesday is 
Pasta Night!
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Call us today to see what Marlborough Health & Rehabilitation Center can do for you!

Renovations are complete, including a new secure 
memory care unit. Call us today for a visit and tour.

RE1-12-24

Concert Coming
The Excuses will kick off their 2024 World 

Happiness tour in Rome’s hometown of Port-
land on Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2 p.m., at Concen-
tric Brewing, 91 Main St. 

It is a free show, to benefit Portland Food 
Bank. Any donations can be sent to or dropped 
off at the food bank, 7 Waverly Ave. The band 
will perform two sets. 

The Excuses feature Tony Rome on vocals, 
Ed Misenti on guitar, Doug Mentlick on bass, 
and Glen Carta on drums. 

Dean’s List
Meghan Flynn of Portland made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Stonehill College in Easton, Mass.

PHS Girls Basketball Continues Climb

Portland High School junior Morganne Pineda is defended by Cromwell Piper Kovacs 
during the Highlanders’ loss to the Panthers on Jan 9. Pineda and senior Jamie Lasky 
are captaining the Highlanders this winter.   

By Josh Howard
This winter marks another season of growth 

for the girls basketball team at Portland High 
School. 

In her second year leading the program, 
head coach Kelly Coleman is again navigating 
a young roster that consists of only two seniors 
and a starting five featuring a pair of sopho-
mores. 

Despite the obstacles, Coleman said she be-
lieves the team has the right mindset.

“This team shows a great amount of determi-
nation, which is something that I have admired 
from day one of the season,” stated Coleman. 
“We have been put in some tough situations 
game-wise where the score is not in our favor 
[but] the team always stays positive and works 
together as one unit, which can be very hard to 
do.”

On Jan. 9 the Highlanders suffered their sev-
enth loss in seven games, falling to Cromwell 
46-16 at Portland High School. 

The visiting Panthers scored the first eight 
points and jumped out to a 19-2 in the second 
quarter to take command of the game. 

Cromwell’s Peyton Kelleher scored a career-
high 21 points in the victory, yet the Highland-
ers showed some fight in the contest, using a 
five-point run in the second quarter to close the 
large gap.

Sophomore Gracie DeRing scored all five 
points during the run, hitting back-to-back 
jumpers on consecutive offensive possessions 
before sinking a foul shot to narrow a 17-point 
deficit to a dozen.

DeRing’s five points were a game-high for a 
Highlanders team that had six players score in 
defeat.

Coleman said that DeRing has been both pro-
ductive in the scorebox and provided energy for 
a team that is learning to play around returning 
starters Jamie Lasky and Morganne Pineda, the 
team captains this winter.

Lasky, a senior, was an honorable mention 
all-conference player a year ago as a junior, and 
is back to solidify the middle. Pineda was the 
team’s leading scorer a season ago and is again 
running the show as a junior guard this winter.

The pair of court captains are heading a start-
ing lineup that features DeRing, junior Emily 
DeRing, and sophomore Liz Barr.

Following the Cromwell loss, Portland fell to 
Montville on Jan. 11, dropping to 0-8 this sea-
son.

Coleman noted that the experience the team 
is gaining now will pay dividends in the future.    

“Over the last few games we have seen some 

positive things, as they have been stringing to-
gether some really nice possessions and are try-
ing to be a bit more consistent,” noted Coleman. 
“We are hopeful that with the remaining part 
of the season we will get there, despite a tough 
stretch of games coming up.”

Coleman, who is a 2011 graduate of the 
school and is the all-time leading scorer in the 
history of the girls basketball program with 
1,639 points, returned to her roots last winter 
when she took over as the program’s head coach.

In her first season on the sidelines, the High-
landers won a pair of games, both in the back 
half of the season as senior captains Isabelle Mc-
Clelland, Rowan Bell, and Natalie Przestrzelski 
helped Coleman implement her philosophy. 

One of last season’s wins was on Senior Night 
as the Highlanders sent off McClelland, Bell, 
and Przestrzelski with a memorable 36-26 vic-
tory over Hale Ray. 

Coleman, who coaches the team with her 
mom Diane Coleman, re-implemented a tra-
dition of the past in “Girls Night Out,” which 
invites all the local youth basketball programs 
– from grade school through middle school – to 
watch the team play and participate in the fes-
tivities.

The coaching staff is planning a similar cel-
ebration this year, recognizing Lasky and McK-
ayla Wilk during the team’s Senior Night on 
Tuesday, Jan. 30 when they welcome conference 
rival Old Lyme to PHS for a game at 6 p.m. 

Coleman said she believes that if the team 
continues to play as a team, they “will have a 
positive second half of the season.”

“This team has been a really fun bunch to 
coach and work with. They truly enjoy each 
other’s company and there is no drama,” added 

Coleman. “They are continuing to work hard 
and taking steps in the right direction to help 
improve their individual game as well as to help 
build the program.”

The team is in the middle of a three-game 
home stand with East Hampton coming to PHS 
today (Friday, Jan. 19) for a matinee, tipping at 
3:30 p.m.
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Education Board Reviews Proposed Budget
By London Brazal

In a two-part meeting, the Portland Board of 
Education recently met with school administra-
tion to discuss and review the proposed 2024-
25 budget. On Jan. 9, Superintendent Charles 
Britton briefed the Board on the key factors in-
fluencing the budget along with five rounds of 
reductions. 

The main drivers include sunsetting Elemen-
tary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
(ESSER) funding, sunsetting School Improve-
ment Grant (SIG) funding, increased health 
insurance, contractual step and wage increases 
and new student support service expenses. Brit-
ton described the following budget as “compli-
cated” since some of the items were anticipated 
and they could plan but others were surprises. 
The budget drivers alone would result in a 9.8% 
increase from the 2023-24 budget if there were 
no changes to programming. 

“I don’t really put a lot of constraints on 
[school principals]; I want to hear all the ideas. 
It’s important for me to hear what their needs 
are and what they’re looking at,” said Britton. 
“If I included all of their requests and the bud-
get drivers we would have been at a 12.71% 
increase. … The whole leadership team under-
stands that a 12.71% increase would be com-
pletely unrealistic.” 

To help reduce the large increase, Britton 

and fellow administrators went through five 
rounds of reductions. A reduction in the kin-
dergarten section won’t impact class size due to 
a new age requirement, students must be 5 on 
or before Sept. 1 to enter kindergarten. Physical 
education reductions will be mitigated by shar-
ing the position among two part-time teachers.  
The original reduction for a full-time nurse was 
eliminated and instead, there will be a reduc-
tion in supplies. With that, the lead nurse will 
be trained for basic athletic trainer duties, re-
ducing the trainer line item by $20,000. 

Library media specialist reductions can occur 
by sharing specialists among different schools. 
Total cuts include paraprofessionals, a teacher, 
and an interventionist. Grade sections are be-
ing adjusted, and transportation for outplace-
ment needs to be contracted out. The impact of 
English Language Learner (ELL) reduction was 
discussed, along with a review of revenues and 
staffing. 

After five rounds of reductions, the final re-
quested budget is $24,689,712, resulting in a 
4.85% increase over the current year. 

“It’s a lot. … We are making some significant 
reductions,” added Britton. The reductions pro-
vide the schools with just enough people and 
resources to keep the district afloat. Any further 
reductions would affect mandated program-

ming and services, increase class sizes and im-
pact the quality of academics and extracurricu-
lars. Following the discussion, Britton shared 
the staffing profiles of each school and the 
changes in class sizes. As of now, the class sizes 
have only increased by a couple of students.

Ultimately, more reductions had to be made 
because of the recommended health insurance 
and the request for special education services. “I 
got to be honest with you, we’ve got to fund that 
special education,” explained Britton. “We were 
in a deficit last year, we’re in a deficit this year 
and if we don’t fund those legally required ser-
vices, we are going to be in a deficit next year.”

Two days later, on Jan. 11, the board recon-
vened to continue the budget discussion. In 
summary, the discussion covered custodians 
and the potential need for overtime if custodian 
positions are reduced. As of now, there are no 
requests for purchasing Chromebooks and has 
shifted to the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). 
The capital budget was discussed with no rec-
ommended improvements at certain schools 

due to the bigger discussion on school facilities. 
An HVAC upgrade at the secondary school is 
strongly recommended which would be funded 
by a matching grant. 

Board of Education Chairwoman Laurel 
Steinhauser expressed concern, emphasiz-
ing that the staff reductions in round five were 
particularly troubling. The Board reached a 
consensus that favored reinstating the English 
Language Learner (ELL) position. Board mem-
ber Tim Lavoy moved to ask the superintendent 
to draft a budget proposal with a 3.5% increase 
(reduction of $322,000/1.36% from the pro-
posed budget) instead of the current 4.85% in-
crease. The motion passed. 

Citizens and parents are encouraged to reach 
out to Britton and the full board if they have 
any questions. Parents can also speak dur-
ing “Citizens’ Comments” at any of the school 
board meetings to express concerns. This week’s 
Board of Education meeting was canceled due 
to snow; the new date had yet to be determined 
as of press time.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donation Info: The senior center 
asks that residents not leave Food Bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the Food Bank 
is open. The Food Bank is open Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior 
center does not need any donations directed to-
ward the senior center. People are asked to only 
leave donations for the Food Bank, and only 
during food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light Aer-
obics: 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise: 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Jour-
ney, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy bears for 
cancer patients – donations are sought of light 
fleece, one yard or more, for making bears (to 
donate, call 860-342-0809); Watercolor class, 
9:30 a.m.-noon – to register, email bivenne@

yahoo.com; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; 
Setback, 1 p.m.; Dulcimer, 6 p.m. Wednesday: 
Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize 
Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social Duplicate 
Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Wednesday, multipurpose room. Thursday: 
Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; 
Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: 
Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (note: if that 
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Thursday. The delivery usually 
takes about an hour. For full details, call Alexis 
at 860-342-6761.

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 
William St., offers in-person worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. Masks are optional. A record-
ing of the service is posted to YouTube on 
Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the service 
are posted each week at zionlutheranport-
land.org.

All are welcome to all worship services 
and special events. For more information 
or if in need of pastoral assistance, call 860-
342-2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or 
visit zionlutheranportland.org. Sara Stall-
Ryan is pastor. 
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., 

holds Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, 
and services are held at 9:30 a.m. All are in-
vited. Children, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to 
attend Church School. 

There is a change to the Friday schedule. 
The church will now be open for prayer and 
meditation, and for Anglican Prayer beading, 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  All are welcome; 

no prior beading experience is required. 
For more information, the church’s calen-

dar of events, to donate, or to listen to past 
sermons at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. 
If you have prayer requests, email the church 
office at trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Dar-
ryl Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@
gmail.com or call 860-342-0458.

United Way Seeks Grant Applications
Middlesex United Way is currently seeking 

grant applications from new organizations to 
fund work in Middlesex County that falls with-
in established “impact areas” of racial equity & 
inclusion, education, financial stability, hous-
ing, wellness, and youth development. 

Applicants must be a 501(c)(3) or have a fis-
cal sponsor that is a 501(c)(3). Funds are re-
stricted for work serving the communities and 
constituents of Middlesex County. Middlesex 
United Way Community Impact Grant funds 
cannot fund capital expenditures, scholarship 

programs, or any third party or contract. All 
grant funds must be spent on the intended pur-
pose. Eligible organizations can apply for $5,000 
- $30,000. Applications are reviewed and scored 
by volunteers and staff.

Applications open Jan. 19. The last day to re-
quest an application review meeting is March 8, 
and the last day to submit a final application is 
March 29.

To register or learn more, email Madison 
Baranoski, Director of Community Impact, at 
madison.baranoski@middlesexunitedway.org.

‘Chill for Change’ Coming Soon
All are invited to join Middlesex YMCA and 

Camp Ingersoll for the tenth Chill for Change 
on Saturday, Feb. 10, at Jobs Pond. At 1 p.m. 
that day, folks will take dip in the icy waters to 
raise money for scholarships for YMCA Camp 
Ingersoll.

The goal for this year is a record of $35,000 
raised, with over 70 jumpers. All funds raised go 
directly to supporting camp scholarships. Sign 
up and create a team at campingersoll.org/chill-
for-change, and then ask friends, neighbors, co-
workers and family members to either join your 

team or support your jump by donating online. 
All jumpers must preregister. Awards are 

given for Best Costume, Best Team Theme, and 
Biggest Piggy Bank (most funds raised). The 
individual who raises the most money will re-
ceive a certificate for a free session of camp. This 
certificate can be used for your own family, or 
gifted to anyone you know. 

Contact Ben Silliman at bsilliman@midymca.
org or 860-342-2267, or search ‘YMCA Camp 
Ingersoll’ on Facebook.

KoC Free-Throw Tournament
The Portland Freestone Council 7 Knights of 

Columbus will hold its annual youth basketball 
free-throw event at the Brownstone Intermedi-
ate School (BIS) gymnasium, 314 Main St., on 
Friday, Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. 

Town girls and boys age 9 through 14 are 
eligible to participate; registration forms will be 
provided for parents to fill out. Each participant 

will get 15 free throw attempts from the foul 
line. Top finishers per gender and age group will 
receive medals. They will also be allowed to ad-
vance to state championship competition.

Those playing on travel teams or Parks & 
Recreation leagues are encouraged to attend. 
Chairperson John Bruni (860-342-0881) can be 
reached for more information.

Dean’s List
Portland resident Brooke Ryan made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac University in 
Hamden.

Vocal Chords Seek Tenors, Basses
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords is 

looking for men and women to enhance their 
growing tenor and bass sections. 

There are no auditions and no experience 
necessary, and you do not have to be affiliated 
with Middlesex Health in order to join. Re-
hearsals are Tuesdays, 6:45-9 p.m., at St. Fran-
cis Church, Msgr. Fox Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., 
Middletown, for the upcoming spring concert, 
which will take place Saturday, May 4, at Port-
land High School. New members will be accept-
ed through Feb. 4.

Proceeds from the concerts and MHVC’s an-

nual patron drive are given back to the commu-
nity in the form of scholarships given to Mid-
dlesex County high school seniors planning on 
majoring in nursing or music. 

For more information, visit on the web at 
vocalchords20.org or call 860-342-3120. The 
group can also be found on YouTube and Face-
book. 

“We all come from different backgrounds and 
we all don’t know other people’s backgrounds, 
so but treat people with respect because you 
never know who’s going to end up looking up 
to you.”

Additional speakers included: the Rev. Lau-
ren Ostrout, pastor of Colchester Federated 
Church, who read from a 1959 essay called “An 
Experiment in Love”; Nancy Nelson, vice chair 
of the CORE Commission and senior center 
representative, who read a segment from an-
other address King gave in 1959; and Fire Chief 
Steve Hoffmann, who read an excerpt from 
“The Unity of Humanity.”

Local Diversity
According to census data, Colchester is 

roughly 92% white, and the lack of diversity in 
the community is visible.

“This is the reality of Colchester,” Pelletier 
told the audience. “But what I think is so im-
portant is that we’re here together to celebrate 
the great Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”

First Selectman Bernie Dennler III read an 
excerpt from “The American Dream” — a com-
mencement address King made at Lincoln Uni-
versity in Pennsylvania in 1961.

While Dennler grew up in Colchester, he at-
tended school on Long Island, where he said he 
was exposed to a level of racial, economic and 
sociopolitical diversity that he didn’t see locally.

“The voices in this room represent a certain 
slice of society — a big slice of our own com-
munity in Colchester — but a certain slice of 
the broader perspectives in our country,” he 
said, charging residents to “use today’s event as 
a starting point” and urging people to “seek out 
other voices and perspectives about what (King) 
meant.”

Dennler thanked the CORE Commission 
for putting the event together, expressing that 
citizens should never lose their own curiosity 
to learn.

‘There comes a point in life where we have 
to take responsibility for our own education as 
adults as we move past the school system and 
into our daily lives, that we make sure that we 
continue to self-educate, to inform ourselves, to 
be better citizens,” he said.

The first selectman told the Rivereast that 
there is diversity in Colchester that needs to be 
recognized.

“For me, what’s most important is to make 
sure we’re hearing all the voices that do exist 
within our community,” he said. “I want to make 
sure that those people are not forgotten about 
or unheard as we go through conversations like 
this. We don’t want to isolate those neighbors 
because they are here and they are an important 
aspect of our community and they have been for 
a long time.”

Moving forward, he said, one way residents 
can build momentum from the weekend is to 
get involved with CORE. Dennler said the town 
may also bring in residents outside of Colches-
ter who can potentially offer additional perspec-
tives at future events.

In her interview, Pelletier said there’s no right 
or wrong way for people to promote equity.

“Just stop and listen,” she said. “That’s some-
thing I don’t think we do a lot of in society, and 
need to do more of.”

The CORE Commission was founded two 
years ago and its leaders hope to expand the 
group’s reach at more local gatherings.

“I think there’s so much strength and beauty 
when the community comes together.”

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover
$Colchester Celebrates cont. from page 1

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

Makeup for
Mature Women

Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 
will offer a program entitled Makeup for Mature 
Women on Tuesday, Jan. 30, 9:30 a.m. 

Celebrity make-up artist and educator Joby 
Rogers will show people how to create a look 
that suits their personal features and skin tone 
and explore must-have products and tools 
for their own make-up collection. Rogers will 
evaluate your personal make-up products and 
answer any make-up questions you may have. 

Cost is $15/person, and space is limited. To 
register, call the center at 860-537-3911.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on 
Zoom; call for link. 

Wednesday: Hebrew, 2:30 p.m., Jewish Lit-
eracy, 3:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live 
and on Zoom – Shabbat; Saturday morning, 10 
a.m., live and on Zoom – Shabbat service.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page; Ask the Rabbi – Bible 
Portion is also featured.  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; 
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one 
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Fundraiser for Robotics Team 
Bacon Academy’s robotics team, Team 

1699, is holding a collection drive fundraiser 
Saturday, Jan. 20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Ba-
con, 611 Norwich Ave. 

Team 1699 is collecting gently-used house-
wares, textiles, small counter appliances and 
home goods. Items include:

Clothes: men’s, women’s and children’s 
clothes, coats, shoes, scarves, handbags, wal-
lets, fashion accessories, belts, backpacks, etc.

Household Textiles: bedding, comforters, 
blankets, sheets, towels, linen, tablecloths, 
curtains, pillows, etc.

Small Household Goods: kitchen items 
(such as pots/pans, dishes, silverware, glasses, 

serving pieces and hand-held appliances), 
home decorative items, knick-knacks, toys, 
games, and small electronics

Books: paperback, hardcover – all genres; 
no encyclopedias or textbooks please.

Use bags for clothes and textiles and tightly 
pack boxes of small household goods. Sepa-
rate books from household goods and media. 
All items must be clean and in sellable condi-
tion.

Collected items will be sold to Savers, and 
the robotics team will be paid directly. 

The goal is to collect $1,000 worth of items. 
For more information, email team1699sav-
ers@gmail.com.

Finance Board Enters Budget Season
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Finance (BOF) last 
week reviewed a tentative timeline for the up-
coming 2024-2025 fiscal year budget season, 
identifying its top priorities and targeting a May 
referendum date.

Currently, the BOF is expected to begin its 
preliminary budget forums in February, with 
both the municipal and school spending plans 
being formally presented to the board in March. 
Ideally, the BOF would like both budget propos-
als to be approved at referendum prior to July 1, 
the start of the new fiscal year.

The BOF will look to finalize its budget 
schedule at its meeting next Wednesday, Jan. 24.

Budget forums — which take place before any 
hard numbers have been presented to the BOF 
— represent an opportunity to provide back-
ground information and to examine topics as 
the process begins. 

A likely starting point for the first forum — 
tentatively scheduled for Feb. 14, a date that’s 
expected to change because it conflicts with Val-
entine’s Day — is the updated standing of the 
town’s finance department.

Earlier this month, First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler III announced he was implementing a 
soft budget freeze due to “concerning” spend-
ing trends and accounting issues in that depart-
ment; all town purchases must be approved by 
the first selectman and nonessential spending 
will be limited. 

MUNIS reports used by officials to track 
monthly town expenditures appeared inac-
curate and expenses were “double-booked” or 
needed to be reclassified into the correct ac-
counts. The reports, Dennler said during a pre-
vious joint-meeting of the boards of selectmen 
and finance, “don’t paint an accurate picture for 

your decision making.”
“I’m not saying that we are in an apocalyptic 

budget situation,” he said. “I’m telling you I gen-
uinely don’t know where we are based on what 
data I have as first selectman.”

Issues in the department are amplified by the 
absence of Finance Director Mary Williamson, 
who was placed on paid administrative leave at 
the end of December.

The impact of the accounting issues in the fi-
nance department on the 2024-2025 budget is 
a “concern that some people have right now,” 
Democrat Mike Egan, vice chair of the BOF, 
said during last week’s meeting.

The Board of Selectmen (BOS) created a new 
position of deputy director of town finance, and 
Michelle Marceau, an accountant for Colches-
ter Public Schools, was appointed last week and 
also took over as the acting director of finance.

While Marceau is working to identify and 
resolve the issues laced throughout the reports, 
some of the problems are more complicated.

“It’s going to take some time,” she said at the 
meeting.

Dennler informed the BOF that the concerns 
within the finance department would most 
likely not be fully settled by the date of the first 
budget forum, roughly a month away.

“I do believe we’re going to get through this,” 
he said.

The first selectman also expressed confidence 
with developing the 2024-2025 municipal bud-
get despite the broad accounting issues. Denn-
ler said he was “not that concerned,” largely be-
cause town department heads have a firm grasp 
on their individual budgets and the potential 
allotment needed for the upcoming fiscal year.

Colchester Superintendent of Schools Daniel 

Sullivan III is currently expected to present his 
2024-2025 school budget proposal to the Board 
of Education (BOE) on Feb. 13. The BOE will 
subsequently hold its own budget meetings, 
separate from those hosted by the BOF, prior to 
adopting an official spending plan. 

Karen Belding, a Democrat on the Board 
of Finance, stated that her board should try to 
be adaptive to the BOE’s workshop schedule 
to allow residents to attend as many meetings 
as possible. She expressed that last year, as an 
attentive citizen, she was able to attend every 
single budget-related meeting. 

The BOF chairman, Democrat Scott Chap-
man, said that while the board can try its best 
to be amendable, it must prioritize its own work 
and schedule first.

Dozens of residents participated in the 2023-
2024 fiscal year budget process, with many BOF 
meetings often exceeding three or four hours, 
some only ending because the Town Hall was 
shutting down for the evening.

The current fiscal year (2023-2024) school 
budget is slated at $43.98 million — around 
$1.95 million above the 2022-23 fiscal year. Mu-
nicipal spending is $15.66 million — just shy of 
$40,000 more than the previous fiscal year. Both 
spending plans were approved at a second ref-
erendum in August, just over a month into the 
fiscal year they funded.

While the school budget received the most 
scrutiny during the prior budget cycle, with 
advisory questions included on the referendum 
ballot indicating that the spending plan amount 
was “too low,” municipal spending has also 
struggled to gain town-wide support in recent 
years.

During the 2022-2023 fiscal year, the munici-
pal budget proposal took four referendums to 

ultimately gain taxpayer approval, extending 
into November — over four months into the 
fiscal year — and resulting in another budget 
freeze.

After being sworn in following last year’s elec-
tion, Chapman told the Rivereast that through-
out the last budget cycle, “citizens in our town 
did not feel like they were being listened to.”

“You have to be able to balance affordability 
with common sense spending,” Chapman said. 
“There has to be a way actually go and thread 
that needle.”

Following the revelations inside the finance 
department, he stated that the BOF needs to 
“proceed with extreme caution.”

The issues and inaccuracy regarding the MU-
NIS reports underscores the immense challeng-
es the BOF has as it moves forward, especially in 
assessing whether or not current-year spending 
is expected to end up over-budget.

In a Facebook post this month, Dennler stat-
ed that without correct reports, “it is difficult 
to say at this point where the town’s spending 
year-to-date truly lies and even harder to proj-
ect where things will land when the fiscal year 
ends.”

Some future expenses are known, includ-
ing contractual increases. Last year, the BOS 
approved a collective bargaining agreement 
between the town and Municipal Employees 
Union “Independent” MEUI Local 506, SEIU, 
AFL-CIO, CLC representing Transfer Station, 
Grounds, Highway, Fleet and Facility Mainte-
nance, and Water Department Employees.

Dennler has said the new agreement will 
significantly increase the salaries of numerous 
town employees up until 2028, which will likely 
be reflected in the 2024-25 budget proposal.

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout 72 is continuing to accept recy-
clable containers from local residents. Contain-
ers can be dropped off on the lefthand side of 
the pavilion at the St. Joseph’s Polish Club, 395 
South Main St. Email letendrej@sbcglobal.
net or text or call 860-917-8391 if you wish to 
schedule a pick-up.

Donations will help scouts go to summer 
camp and enjoy other outdoor activities that 
they might otherwise have to miss due to a fam-
ily’s ability to afford the costs.

Lions’ Breakfast
Buffet is Back

The Colchester Lions will hold a Breakfast 
Buffet at the St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 395 S. 
Main St., on Sunday, Feb. 25, from 7:30-11:30 
a.m. 

This is a full breakfast with eggs, bacon, sau-
sage, toast, home fries and pancakes, with juice, 
coffee, tea and water. Prices in advance are $9 
for adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for ages 5-12, and 
free for children 4 and under. At the door, tick-
ets are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors, $6 for ages 
5-12, and free for children 4 and under.

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Dime 
Bank in Colchester, or call 860-537-1093 and 
leave a message for Julie.

Martinis and Jewelry
The St. Joseph’s Polish Club’s annual Martinis 

and Jewelry fundraiser is Sunday, Feb. 4, from 
1-5 p.m., at the club, 395 S. Main St.

This year’s event will benefit the Colchester 
Veterans Honor Guard. Have martinis and ap-
petizers while you shop the Touchstone Crystal 
Jewelry by Swarovski, with their representative 
Patricia Welch.

For more information, call 860-537-2550.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 1/31/24.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 1/31/24.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. 
Main St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. 
Sundays. Follow the church on Facebook 
for the livestream. For more information, 
call Pastor Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vo-
cational pastor, who also serves as president 
for “Racing with Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-
9119 or visit christianlifechapel.org.

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 
a.m. 

Community Bible Study and Prayer: 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. 
This is an open discussion on how God fits 
into your life. 

Members Sought for Honor Guard 
Members are sought for the Colchester Vet-

erans Honor Guard.
The Honor Guard was established in 2004 

in association with the Connecticut National 
Guard to provide military funeral honors for 
a veteran’s families and friends. Since its for-
mation, the Colchester unit has performed at 
more than 2,900 honors ceremonies. In 2023, 
they participated in over 225 military honors 
ceremonies.

The 20-member unit is actively looking for 
veterans to become members, so that it can 
continue to provide funeral honors to all de-

ceased veterans. The Colchester Honor Guard 
meets the first and third Tuesdays of every 
month from 7-8 p.m. in the Veterans Room 
of the Colchester Senior Center,  95 Norwich 
Ave.

Most funeral honors are performed be-
tween 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday to Saturday. 
So if you’re available to give a few hours dur-
ing the week or weekends, you’re invited to 
stop by one of the Tuesday meetings.

Contact Al Letendre at 860-917-9391 or le-
tendrej@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more 
information, call 860-537-3082 or visit Abun-
dantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also Children’s Church available for ages 4-11. 
All are welcome. The main service is also broad-

cast live each week on Facebook. Visit www.
facebook.com/groups/abundantlifeCT or look 
for the church on Facebook. For more informa-
tion, call the church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call the 
church to be placed on the prayer list. You may 
also ask about the various days and times the 
prayer groups meet and come at that time. 

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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District Pitches New Magnet School Program
By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester education administrators un-
veiled a comprehensive proposal last week that 
would create a new magnet school program in 
the district.

During the Jan. 9 Board of Education (BOE) 
meeting, officials revealed sweeping details re-
garding a plan that would aim to significantly 
boost student enrollment without requiring any 
additional taxpayer funding.

Bacon Academy Principal Amy Begué, 
who is also the chairman of the BA Magnet 
Committee, presented an overview of the plan, 
which if approved, would initially take shape at 
the start of the 2024-25 school year and culmi-
nate with a new building and potentially close 
to 100 out-of-district students attending school 
in Colchester.

“This opens a lot of opportunities for Bacon 
Academy,” Begué said.

The tentative name of the new program: 
“Public Service Academy of Eastern Connecti-
cut.”

Consideration of the new program, which 
was first conceptualized back in September, 
comes as Bacon Academy, the district’s high 
school, has experienced a steady decline in 
enrollment. According to Begué, the average 
graduating class is somewhere between 150 and 
160 students, with a total school population 
hovering around 600 — a noticeable drop from 
800 students nearly 10 years ago.

Over the first three years of its implementa-
tion, the program would provide a “very nice 
bump” in those numbers, she said.

Colchester Public Schools submitted its ini-
tial proposal to the Connecticut Department of 
Education in December and then submitted a 
revised proposal last week, according to a letter 
sent to students and parents by Superintendent 
of Schools Daniel Sullivan III.

Program Details
Typically, magnet schools can be public 

schools with specialized courses for students to 
access.

Begué explained that the offerings would 
provide pathways that wold lead to immedi-
ate post-diploma career opportunities. For ex-

ample, students could pursue credentials in the 
fields of fire and public service, healthcare — 
such as certified nurse assistants — education, 
and Aviation and Air Force Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (ROTC).

These areas of study, Begué said, “target in-
demand shortage areas.”

The model of the program would be a “school 
within a school.”

“The Bacon Academy main building will not 
change in any way, shape or form,” Begué said. 
“It will still exist; it will still be a comprehensive 
high school with all the elective offerings that 
we currently have.”

She added, “But having this school within a 
school means that every magnet student belongs 
to Bacon Academy; they are Bacon Academy 
students. But not every Bacon Academy student 
will be a member of the magnet program.”

Begué emphasized the importance of that 
distinction, expressing that “it will differentiate 
us form other types of magnet schools that may 
be solely magnet schools.”

Essentially, those students that are accepted 
into the magnet program from neighboring 
towns will take magnet courses, along with nor-
mal curriculum classes in the main high school 
building with the full student body.

The magnet students would also be eligible 
to participate in any activity that is available to 
every Bacon Academy student, including dra-
ma productions, music instruction and athletic 
teams.

The makeup of magnet students would in-
volve a combination of both Colchester resi-
dents and out-of-district individuals. Begué said 
that 75% of the program’s students would come 
from outside the town, with the remaining 25% 
allocated for local residents.

Under the current proposal, there would be 
40 students participating during the first year of 
the program, meaning that 30 kids would come 
from other towns and 10 would be Colchester 
students. The district would subsequently look 
to add 40 additional students over a three-year 
period, bringing the projected magnet school 
enrollment to 80 students in year two, and 120 

students in year three.
Begué stated that the current timeline would 

begin at the start of the 2024-25 school year 
with recruitment efforts. By the second half of 
that year, the district would hire the teachers 
needed to run the program and the first cohort 
of students would start in the fall of 2025, for the 
2025-26 school year.

Regarding the cost of the program, adminis-
trators indicated that if approved by the state, 
there would be zero financial burden passed 
along to the town.

“It is an opportunity to increase enrollment 
and expand opportunities,” Begué said.

Tuition, transportation and recruitment 
would be supported by the state, and the district 
would seek partnerships with the Department 
of Environmental Protection and work with the 
offices of Regional School Choice and Strategic 
Planning and Partnerships.

As part of the district’s application, there is a 
staffing request from the state for five full-time 
teachers and a school counselor, and tuition 
would be collected from the students as well.

In order to accommodate the new magnet 
program, the district would remove the “porta-
bles” behind the gymnasium at the high school 
and build a single level 5,250-square-foot metal 
building that would include two classrooms and 
a variety of other features.

While the district is optimistic that Colches-
ter would be fully reimbursed for the building, it 
would want that information before approving 
the whole endeavor.

“I would not want to start the program with-
out some funding certainly because I think it’s 
really important for us as a community, not just 
a BOE, but as a town, to know whether we’re 
taking on any sort of financial commitment or 
not,” said Sullivan.

Students would apply to be in the magnet 
program, and then there would be an additional 
lottery system handled by the state. Any out-
of-district student would need to stay enrolled 
with the magnet program to remain a Bacon 
Academy student. Otherwise, they would re-
turn to their home district.

During the meeting, fire chief Steve Hoff-
mann applauded the proposal, expressing that 
getting fire and emergency medical services 
training into the school system would benefit 
the community.

In his letter to the district, Sullivan explained 
that during the prior budget cycle, people 
brought up the program limitations resulting 
from a drop in student enrollment. Community 
members, he said, also brought up the impor-
tance of potentially growing career opportuni-
ties for students.

Sullivan said that led to the creation of a 
“Pride and Purpose” subcommittee, consist-
ing of district staff, BOE members, parents and 
community members, who examined the feasi-
bility of a magnet program.

The BA Magnet committee researched the 
subject, and ultimately recommended a pro-
gram. 

Sullivan stated that the results of increased 
enrollment could have numerous benefits at 
the high school. The district could add pre-AP 
classes, elective courses in content areas includ-
ing but not limited to English, social studies and 
science, and perhaps other gifted and talented 
classes. 

He continued, “It may also allow us to restore 
sub-varsity and varsity athletic programs which 
have diminished in recent years,” including 
freshman boys basketball, freshman girls soccer 
and varsity tennis.

50 Years of
Bacon Wrestling

2023-24 is Bacon Academy Wrestling’s 50th 
varsity season. All are invited to the following 
events: 

Wednesday, Jan. 24: Senior Night. Prior to the 
meet, the seniors on the team will be honored. 
Wrestling starts at 6 p.m., but pre-meet activi-
ties will start around 5:15 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 3: The Matt Bishel Bobcat 
Classic. This is an all-day tournament at which 
Bacon Academy Wrestling will honor former 
alumnus Matt Bishel, who passed away in 2011. 
Wrestling starts at 10 a.m.

Giving Garden Fundraiser
The Colchester Stop and Shop, located at 99 

Linwood Ave., has chosen Colchester Giving 
Garden to be the recipient of its Community 
Bag Fundraiser for the month of January.

For each reusable bag purchased at the Col-
chester Stop and Shop this month, one dollar 
will be donated to the Giving Garden, an all-
volunteer-run vegetable garden that donates all 
of its fresh produce to the food insecure in the 
community and to area soup kitchens. 

For more information or to be on the garden’s 
email list, email colchestergivinggarden@gmail.
com.

Dean’s List
Emma Mallett of Colchester made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University 
in Bristol, R.I.

President’s List
Sarah Brigandi of Colchester made the fall 

2023 President’s List at Plymouth State Univer-
sity in Plymouth, N.H.

President’s List
Morgan Darling of Colchester made the fall 

2023 President’s List at the State University of 
New York at Potsdam.

Darling’s major is literature/writing,
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Coupon good through 1/31/2024. One per customer.
Most vehicles. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Celebrating 32 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

BRAKE 
SERVICE 
SPECIAL

$2000 OFF
Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions

Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS

RE11-17-23

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales
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Dean’s List
Marlborough resident Ethan Meyer made the 

fall 2023 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac University in 
Hamden.

***
Stella Henderson of Marlborough made the 

fall 2023 Dean’s List at Stonehill College in 
Easton, Mass.

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Connor Mulberry, 

Garrett Nicol, Daniel Orzech and Ashley Sny-
der made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Roger Wil-
liams University in Bristol, R.I.

Members Sought for Arts Center
The Marlborough Arts Center is accepting re-

newals of membership as well as new member-
ship registrations. Memberships are valid from 
Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 of each year.

Information and downloadable membership 
forms are available on the MAC website, www.
marlborougharts.org. Payment can be made by 
check or by using the PayPal option.

Funds collected for membership are a part of 
keeping the Arts Center running. 

The center’s annual Tag Sale is scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb. 3; the Student Art Show will oc-

cur in March, and will be followed by the annual 
Members’ Art Show. Musical Fourth Fridays are 
on the calendar as well as historical presenta-
tions and art classes.

The Arts Center is a regional nonprofit orga-
nization and includes all the towns in the Marl-
borough area.

The Arts Center phone number is 860-467-
6353.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Monday, Jan. 22: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/Ann; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Pet Therapy; 
11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, 
Bridge; 12:45 p.m., Setback.

Tuesday, Jan. 23: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 11 a.m., Potluck Pie Party; 
12:30 p.m., CHOICES Counseling by Appoint-
ment, Pinochle; 1:30 p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC 
Meeting (via Zoom).

Wednesday, Jan. 24: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meetup at the Air 
Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Cultivating Happiness 
in the New Year; 1:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming; 
2 p.m., Sewing Circle.

Thursday, Jan. 25: 9 a.m., Exercise w/Ann; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; 
noon, Chair Massage; noon-3 p.m., Senior Ben-
efits Counseling; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., 
Knit & Crochet.

Friday, Jan. 26: 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11:30 a.m., 
Lunch Bunch to Flanders Fish Market in Nian-
tic; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Courageous Dissent: Wednesday, Jan. 31, 
1 p.m. Jan. 27, 2024, has been assigned by the 
United Nations as International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. CSC member and author 
Kim Bingham will discuss his book Courageous 
Dissent. The book tells the story of Bingham’s 
father, Hiram (Harry) Bingham IV, who dur-
ing the early days of the Holocaust defied his 
government’s restrictive immigration policies 
by running an underground railroad out of his 
villa in France. This is a free program; registra-
tion required.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated 
information is also on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 

September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 
Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepaloosa: Fridays, Jan. 26, Feb. 23 and 

March 22, from 6-8 p.m., at Town Hall. Cost is 
$25 per team. Register as a team or a single (you 
will be placed with others). 

Men’s Open Gym Basketball: Tuesdays 
through March 26 (no basketball Feb. 20), at 
William J. Johnston Middle School. Must be 18 
or older to play. Fee: $75/session per resident, 
$80/session per non-resident.

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time
Colchester Elementary School will host the 

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time program 
Thursdays, Feb. 15, March 14 and April 18, 
for 4- and 5-year-old Colchester children 
who will be entering kindergarten during the 
2024-25 school year.

During each of the three sessions, children 
will listen to books read by kindergarten 
teachers, while parents learn about the regis-
tration process, the kindergarten curriculum, 

readiness expectations, the school day, school 
policies and transportation. A question-and-
answer period will be available at each session. 

The program will be held each month from 
11-11:30 a.m., in the CES media center. Par-
ents and children are invited to attend mul-
tiple story times. Topics for parent informa-
tion change each month. No pre-registration 
is required. 

Historical Society 2024 Calendars
The Colchester Historical Society’s 2024 cal-

endars are now available.
The limited-edition pictorial calendar high-

lights notable individuals who left a legacy in 
Colchester. The people include a military hero, a 
foreign-born patriot, a photographer, a farmer, 
a groundbreaking woman, a professional um-
pire, two store owners, an industrialist, a lawyer 
and two doctors. All are connected to Colches-
ter and contributed to the development of the 
town.

Calendars are $12 each and are available at 
the Colchester History Museum on Sundays, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., through Jan. 21. For $20, folks 
can purchase the calendar and a copy of Histori-
cal Landmarks: A Historical Tour of Colchester. 

This book features 50 historic sites throughout 
Colchester, many within walking distance from 
the center of town. Also available are the books 
Images of America: Colchester and The Men Con-
nected to Colchester, Connecticut Who Served 
During the Civil War. 

Calendars can also be found at Nathan Liv-
erant and Son Antiques at 168 South Main St.; 
hours are Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Calendars and any of the books can also be 
mailed for an additional shipping fee. Contact 
the Colchester Historical Society at: mail@col-
chesterhistory.org, or call 860 537-4230 to make 
a purchase. Calendars and books can also be 
purchased at www.colchesterhistory.org/get-
involved/shop-1.

Residents with Special Needs
The Colchester Department of Senior Servic-

es is working to update its list of residents with 
special needs. 

These are people who self-identify as needing 
additional assistance or support in the event of 
a town-wide emergency, such as a power outage 
or mass evacuation. Special needs can pertain 
to a number of things, such as mobility issues, 
health complications or mental health needs, 

and apply to residents of any age. 
If you wish to have your name on this list, 

contact Patty Watts at the Colchester Senior 
Center at 860-537-3911. If your name is already 
on the list, you will be contacted to ensure that 
your information is up to date. 

Once completed, this directory is shared with 
the director of emergency management and the 
fire chief.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251 RE1-12-24

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!
including a daily hot lunch special

Monday through Friday

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

— New sandwiches —
Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo

Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings
ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES 

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree

R
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Arts Center Exhibit at Town Hall
The Marlborough Arts Center is holding a 

new exhibit at Town Hall. Featured is artwork 
by Dianne Gorrick.

A resident of East Hampton, Gorrick is a 
former art teacher at Bacon Academy. Her 
work has been exhibited throughout Con-
necticut and has received various awards. 
Her current display presents a wide range of 
subject matter, from traditional landscapes to 
imaginative themes.

This exhibit is open to the public during 
business hours at the Town Hall: Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Fri-
days from 8 a.m. to noon. The exhibit will 
continue through June 30. For more informa-
tion, please check out the website www.marl-
borougharts.org, or contact the Arts Center at 
860-467-6353, or email marlboroughartscen-
ter@gmail.com.Donations Sought

for Tag Sale
The Marlborough Arts Center is having its 

annual Winter Tag Sale this year Saturday, Feb. 
3, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the lower level of the 
Arts Center at 321 N. Main St. Donations are 
being accepted.

This is an opportunity to clean out your old-
ies but goodies. No books, TVs/electronics, or 
clothes donations, please. Drop-off dates are 
Tuesdays, Jan. 23 and 30, from 6-7:30 p.m., and 
Saturdays, Jan. 20 and 27, from 10-11:30 a.m. 
Items may be left at the lower level next to the 
door at other times. 

If necessary, the snow date is scheduled for 
the following week on Saturday, Feb. 10.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 

Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203. Classes subject to cancellation 
if minimum registration isn’t met. In-person 
classes subject to change to virtual based on 
state regulations.

Youth Programs: Kids Winter Yoga: 
Wednesdays through Feb. 21, 5:15-6 p.m., in 
the Marlborough Elementary School cafeteria, 
for ages 3-10. Child must be accompanied by 
parent or caregiver. Fee: $10 fee each week to 
drop in.

Art-ventures with Penguins and Polar 
Bears: Tuesdays, Jan. 23-March 5, 3:15-4:15 
p.m., at MES, for grades K-6. Fee: $115/resident, 
$120/non-resident.

Mad Science Eureka! Invention: Thurs-
days, Jan. 25-Feb. 29, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at MES, 
for grades K-6. Fee: $115/resident, $120/non-
resident.

Lego – Winter Wonderland Engineering: 
Thursdays, Feb. 1-March 7, 3:15-4:45 p.m., at 
MES, for grades K-4. Fee: $127/resident, $132/
non-resident.

Acrylic Landscape Painting: Wednesdays, 

3:30-5 p.m., Feb. 14-March 6, at MES, for grades 
1 & 2. Fee: $90/residents, $95/non-residents.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
the Marlborough Senior Center, for grades 6-8. 
Fee: $110/resident, $115/non-resident.

Adult Programs: Zumba: Thursdays through 
Feb. 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. There is a $10/
week drop-in fee.

CPR Certification: Tuesday, Jan. 23, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee: 
$87/resident, $92/non-resident. 

Outsmarting the Bad Guys: Cyber and 
Phone Security for Seniors: Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
3-4 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee: 
$25/residents, $30/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Volleyball: Thurs-
days, 8-10 p.m., at MES. Fee: $5 per week.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., through March 31, at MES. Fee is $5 per 
week.

Trip: UConn Huskies vs. St. Johns Red 
Storm (Men’s Basketball): Saturday, Feb. 3, at 
Madison Square Garden. Trip includes charter 
bus, tickets to the game (200 level) and free time 
in New York. Registration fee is $180. Bus leaves 
from Putnam Park and Ride in Glastonbury at 
7 a.m.

Senior Center
News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 
is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. Trans-
portation is Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
call 36 hours in advance of your appointment to 
guarantee a ride.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 
located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles 
leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena 

Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the 
church office. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. You may 
also bring non-perishable food or household 
donations directly to the Marlborough Food 
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection is the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found on the church website and are 
scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, RCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

4th Friday @ the Arts Café
On Friday, Jan. 26, at 7:30 p.m., Marlborough 

Arts Center, located at 231 N. Main St., will 
present Eclectica, a Connecticut-based band 
of women musicians who perform original ar-
rangements of music spanning centuries, con-
tinents, styles, and cultures using voice and an 
eclectic variety of instruments, including ham-
mered dulcimer, viola da gamba, violin, accor-
dion, harp, and recorders.

For this midwinter concert, Eclectica will 
take listeners on a musical journey from the 
13th to the 20th centuries, with arrangements 
of tunes on the themes of love and comedy, in 
honor of upcoming Valentine’s Day and Carni-

val (Mardi Gras).
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $10. 

Seating is café-style; feel free to bring your own 
wine and snacks.

Members of the group are Carrie Cromp-
ton, hammered dulcimer, accordion and viols; 
Monika Kinstler, violin, viola and viols; Debo-
rah Robin, recorders; and Kasha Breau, harp 
and vocals.

For more information on the group, visit 
www.facebook.com/EclecticaCT. For more in-
formation on the Fourth Friday concert series, 
visit marlborougharts.org/4th-friday-at-the-
arts-cafe.

The Connecticut-based band Eclectica will perform at Marlborough Arts Center on 
Friday, Jan. 26. Pictured are band members Deborah Robin, who will be on record-
ers; Monika Kinstler, who will be on viola da gamba and violin; Kasha Breau, who 
will be on Celtic harp;  and Carrie Crompton, who will be viola da gamba and other 
instruments.
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Radon Test Kits Available
January is Radon Awareness Month.  If you 

would like a free radon kit, the Chatham Health 
District has acquired a limited number of radon 
test kits from the state Health Department. 

One test kit is available per residence for 
those living within the district.  Once the test 
is complete, you will need to mail the kit in for 
analysis at no charge to you. The results will be 
sent to you and will not be public information. 

Only take a test kit if you are committed to 
following the directions and mailing it out. If 
you are interested in a test kit, call 860-365-
0884.

From the State Representative’s Desk…
With the 2024 legislative session set to commence on Feb. 7, a new year of laws and regula-

tions are right around the corner. The window to submit bills just opened up, and will close on 
Feb. 9. Because this is a short session that ends on May 9, a lot will happen in a short period of 
time.

As a reminder, I sit on the Higher Education, Housing and Labor committees. We are certain 
to see bills that have come up before, but that didn’t receive enough support to become law. It’s 
likely that we will address bills on housing, homelessness, minimum wage, public safety and 
electric vehicles. You may recall this past fall that the governor put forth a proposal to mandate 
the sale of only EVs, beginning in 2035. It was not surprising to see the pushback from citizens 
who were concerned with the lack of planning by the governor and his commissioners. The pro-
posal failed to address so many significant concerns. Recognizing the lack of support, and public 
outcry, the governor pulled this proposal. I was encouraged to see such input from the public, 
because without your voice, this flawed initiative may have progressed further than it did. I 
look forward to supporting initiatives that promote choice, freedom, equality and a responsible, 
limited government.

Since 2023 session ended in June, I’ve been busy with work around the district. I’ve had the 
opportunity to attend many commemorative ceremonies, as well as lots of other events around 
this busy district. There were several constituent concerns that were brought to my attention, 
and a few that I’m still working on. I have toured more than a dozen businesses, as part of my 
“Put Your Rep To Work” initiative. It remains important to me to understand the concerns and 
questions of our local businesses, as well as knowing more about the incredible offerings our 
local businesses provide. I believe that private industry is the driver of our economy, and not 
enough legislators in Hartford appreciate the contributions of our business community. Please 
know that I remain keenly aware of the contributions made by our businesses, and will work to 
promote a friendly business climate through less regulation, less red tape, and less government 
involvement, which will allow for businesses to operate with fewer encumbrances.

It’s important to have input from our citizens. Without this input, legislators are merely guess-
ing on the expectations of our citizens. I invite you to come visit my office, the Capitol, attend 
a committee meeting, and even testify on an issue that is important to you. I welcome your 
involvement! I continue to ask folks to contact my office with any questions, comments or con-
cerns at 860.240.8662 or steve.weir@housegop.ct.gov.

I hope to see you up at the Capitol or around the district!
State Rep. Steve Weir

R-55th District
Note: The 55th House District covers Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and parts of Bolton and 

Glastonbury.

UConn Dean’s List
The following area students made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at the University of Connecti-
cut:

Amston: Zachary Holm, Jacob Moorcroft, 
Taryn Simon, Samantha Sullivan.

Andover: Aurora Buswell, Erica Croxford, 
Carson Gaines, Michael Hamburger, Konrad 
Jandzinski, Andrew Perkins, Lindsey Perkins, 
Andrew Plausse.

Colchester: Adrian Aivaliotis, Elijah Black, 
Connor Denecour, Grace Galarneau, Jamie 
Greene, Jayden Guerra, Matthew Kranc, Kate-
lyn Lamprey, Luke Maynard, Kellen Paparella, 
Luke Pennella, Paul Perkins, Elena Smith, Caro-
line Stanton, Megan Swanke, Caitlin Wargat, 
Kiki Zeng.

East Hampton: Danielle Adams, Tyler Car-
rington, Meryl Curtin, Daniel Drlik, Neeley 
Heilman, Eshani Karkun, Tomas Lopes, Devon 

Mansfield, Colin Piteo, Hailey Porter, Victoria 
Schiavoni, Rylee Thomas, Jacquelyn Yorker, Ted 
Zhao.

Hebron: Rylee Bane, Joshua Boehler, Ryan 
Constable, Gwendolyn Hardee, Michael 
Marques, Ari Morelli-Wolfe, Amy Nilsson, John 
Oei, Mahid Qureshi, Wesley Roser, Christopher 
Sakal, Katharine Santella, Amy Viens, Nina 
Wang.

Marlborough: Rachel Antonelli, Lauren 
Bula, Zachary Catania, Katherine Chapman, 
Emily Cochefski, Matthew Golka, Nicholas 
Hale, Gregory Jordan, Julia Mrachek, Aidan 
Muldoon, Jacob Packer, Holden Sullivan.

Portland: Christina Beaulieu, Helen Cavana-
gh, Ava Evison, Ryan Kerr, Lily Larson, Michael 
Quesnel, Olivia Runte, Jack Turecek.

Weir to Host Round Table Discussion

Carl Guild Scholarships 
Available

Carl Guild and Associates has announced its 
community scholarship program for local high 
school seniors entering college in the fall. 

There are six $1000 scholarships given, one 
each in East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, 
East Haddam, Glastonbury and the RHAM dis-
trict. There are no restrictions or qualifications; 
all local seniors can apply.

Deadline to apply is April 1. Visit www.
carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your school’s 
guidance counselor for an application.

In preparation for the 2024 legislative ses-
sion, state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) will host 
a district-wide round table discussion next 
week to meet with residents prior to the ses-
sion convening. .

The discussion will take place Monday, Jan. 
22, from 4-6 p.m., at Giovanni’s Brick Oven 
Pizzeria, 113 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury

The purpose of this event is to sit down with 
residents in Andover, Bolton, Glastonbury, 

Hebron and Marlborough to discuss any is-
sues or concerns they’d like the representative 
to address in Hartford, share any proposals 
or concepts most likely to be seen during this 
session, and provide additional information 
on how residents can be part of the legislative 
process.

Weir can be reached at Steve.Weir@house-
gop.ct.gov or by calling 860-240-8700.
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Area Communities Celebrate MLK Day
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) 
observed Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Mon-
day, celebrating the activism of one of America’s 
most prominent civil rights leaders.

Roughly 75 local residents gathered at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hebron this week 
to mark the holiday, which also fell on what 
would’ve been King’s 95th birthday.

Leaders of CoDE — an organization that 
represents Hebron, Marlborough, Andover and 
Columbia — emphasized the significance of 
gathering and reaffirming its goal of justice and 
equity more than 55 years after King’s death.

“I think it’s important to reinforce our core 
values and what we believe and want we want 
for our communities,” said Amy D’Amaddio, 
president of CoDE.

The night largely revolved around King’s non-
violent protests in Birmingham, Ala., in 1963, 
which resulted in him being imprisoned.

Following his arrest, eight white Birmingham 
clergy members published a letter largely criti-
cizing King’s conduct, calling his actions “un-
wise and untimely.”

“When rights are constantly denied, a cause 
should be pressed in the courts and in nego-
tiations among local leaders, and not in the 
streets,” they wrote in the letter, which appeared 
in the Birmingham News. “We appeal to both 
our white and negro citizenry to observe the 
principles of law and order and common sense.”

Largely scribbling on the edges of a newspa-
per while in his cell, King passionately respond-
ed to the clergy members, outlining the respon-
sibility to break unjust laws.

His “Letter from Birmingham Jail” would be-
come a significant document of the civil rights 
era.

“Never before have I written so long a letter,” 
King wrote. “I’m afraid it is much too long to 

take your precious time. I can assure you that 
it would have been much shorter if I had been 
writing from a comfortable desk, but what else 
can one do when he is alone in a narrow jail 
cell, other than write long letters, think long 
thoughts and pray long prayers?”

The original letter penned by the eight reli-
gious leaders was read aloud on Monday eve-
ning by the Rev. Brian C. Hardee of Hebron’s 
Gilead Congregational Church. But an audio 
recording of King reading his own response was 
played afterwards for the group in its entirely, 
a 40-minute endeavor that allowed residents to 
hear his inflection.

Some people likely haven’t heard his voice be-
fore, speculated Althea Carr, a CoDE member 
who was appointed by Gov. Ned Lamont to the 
state Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Commis-
sion.

“It’s very timely today,” she told the Rivereast 
regarding the letter. “It was eye-opening that a 
lot of things that people didn’t know still apply 
today. So it was an important gathering and it 
gave us a lot of food for thought.”

Carr, a Hebron resident of over 40 years, 
highlighted the discernible lack of diversity in 
many neighboring towns; Hebron, for example, 
is roughly 95% white, according to census data.

“It’s limiting,” she said, adding that kids aren’t 
being exposed to different cultures and expe-
riences. “We’re not preparing our children to 
work in a diverse world. We’re doing a disser-
vice to all our children when we don’t have that 
diversity.”

As a Black woman, Carr said she often 
“felt like an endangered species” in town. She 
worked for over three decades as a teacher, in-
cluding 20 years at Hebron Elementary School. 
Around 10 years ago — after she was retired — 
Carr recalled an instance when a local resident 

seemed perplexed that she was actually a former 
school teacher.

“He looked at me and said, ‘You mean you 
were a paraprofessional?’ And I was stunned. I 
said, ‘No I was a teacher.’”

While Carr stressed that she’s met plenty of 
upstanding individuals in the community, she 
shared that she likely wouldn’t have originally 
moved to Hebron if she had planned on raising 
a family, primarily due to the lack of diversity. 
However, 11 years into her marriage, she ulti-
mately did have children, and recalled taking 
her son to Unity Plaza in Hartford to get his hair 
cut and to visit the next-door public library.

“He saw a Black librarian,” she said. “I wanted 
him to experience that.”

Taking Action
After listening to the audio recording of 

King’s letter, residents gathered in small groups 
and shared their thoughts with each other be-
fore listing a few takeaways in front of the entire 
hall.

D’Amaddio expressed that while King’s work 
has left an impression on many people, “there’s 
so much work to do still.”

“It seems like we’re going backwards some-
times,” she said, adding that moving forward, 
it’s important for people to be “intentional” with 
their actions. “We need people to stand up and 
be a voice for people who aren’t able to speak up 
or aren’t present.”

D’Amaddio added that by doing so, you can 
“create a situation where people who are being 
racist or not inclusive to be uncomfortable.”

CoDE’s vice president, Donna Jolly, explained 
that as a white individual, she frequently won-
ders if they’re approaching racial issues the right 
way, but feedback has been positive.

“Our friends who are people of color in our 
communities say they are grateful that we as 
white people are saying this is important to 
us — and not just saying it, but actually doing 

something about it,” she said. “Injustice is also 
our issue. Even if we don’t personally feel it, we 
do feel it because it’s our community and it’s our 
neighbors who are having situations happen to 
them or are suffering from institutional system-
ic racism. So it is our issue if we care to have a 
community that is diverse and vibrant.”

Regarding the letter itself, Jolly said she ini-
tially read the document for the first time last 
year. For her, it instilled that talking about issues 
was not enough; King was calling for people do 
actually take action.

“It was a bit of a wake-up call,” she said.
Carr stated that people should understand 

that “one individual can make a difference.”
She explained that even treating someone you 

encounter in the community with respect can 
be impactful.

“You don’t have to do anything big,” Carr said. 
“So we all have that ability to impact somebody 
else in a positive way.”

CoDE will also continue to serve as a re-
source for local communities, hosting events 
addressing an array of topics. In October, the 
group hosted a panel of local and state leaders 
to explore affordable housing options, and will 
likely continue the dialog in the months ahead.

“Every single time we have an event, after-
wards more people want to be on our mailing 
list, more people want to be involved actively 
in CoDE because they see that there are other 
people that care about these issues,” Jolly said.  

Looking out at the reception hall at St. Peter’s, 
Jolly pointed to the significant turnout and the 
potential that citizens will heed King’s advice.

“That reenergizes me and the work of CoDE,” 
she said. “We are always of a mindset to work 
with others but we have to always have that in-
ner strength that we are going to speak up. If 
something happens, I want to have Dr. King’s 
voice in my ear saying, ‘Say something and be 
strong about it.’”

Standout Athletes
of the Week

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week 

for the week of Jan. 8-14:
Jacob Ireland – East Hampton High School 

(Track & Field): Ireland, a 2020 graduate of East 
Hampton High School, was named the North-
east Conference’s Track Athlete of the Week. Ire-
land, now a senior at Central Connecticut State 
University, earned the honor after competing at 
the Wagner College Invite in Staten Island, N.Y., 
finishing first in the 800 meters with a time of 
1:56.72 and earning second place in the mile 
with a 4:10.68 mark. Ireland’s 800-meter time is 
the best in the NEC and sits at 52nd among all 
NCAA Division I runners, while his mile mark 
is also first in the conference and comes in at 
21st nationally.

Taryn Brysgel – RHAM High School (Bas-
ketball): Brysgel, a senior, posted a pair of dou-
ble-doubles within the span of a week. In a 57-
44 victory over Tolland, Brysgel stuffed the stat 
sheet with 14 points, 10 rebounds, 5 steals, and 
a pair of assists. During a Jan. 11 loss to Man-
chester, Brysgel scored 22 points and grabbed 
21 rebounds. Brysgel and the Raptors are back 
in action tonight (Friday, Jan 19) when they 
welcome Maloney to RHAM High School for a 
game at 6:45 p.m.  

Tyler Wydo – Portland High School (Basket-
ball): Wydo is the Highlanders leading scorer, 
recently posting 17 points in a win over Old 
Saybrook on Jan. 5 and then registering 20 
points in a loss to Middletown on Jan. 13. Wydo, 
a senior, is helping Portland navigate through 
the heart of their conference schedule with the 
team’s next home game slated for Friday, Jan. 26 
against Haddam-Killingworth at 7 p.m.   

Liz Glover – Bacon Academy (Basketball): 
Glover hauled down 11 rebounds to go along 
with 5 steals and 4 blocks as the Bobcats beat 
Waterford on the night that Bacon Academy 
unveiled its 2023 Class M girls soccer state 
championship banner. It was only fitting that 
Glover had productive night on the basketball 
courts when the school celebrated the soccer 
team considering Glover is the starting goalie 
for Bobcats soccer and earned the Most Valu-
able Player award of the championship match in 
November. The win was the sixth for the Bob-
cats, who next visit New London tonight (Fri-
day, Jan. 19) at 6:30 p.m.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week or to offer sports-related comments, josh-
howardsports@gmail.com.    
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

R
E3

-1
7-

23

We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide

full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail. 

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

New Obituary Policy
Effective immediately, there is now a 

$100 fee to place obituaries. All obituaries 
can be sent to bulletin@glcitizen.com.

East Hampton
Thomas J. Sweeney III

Thomas J. Sweeney III, 69, of East Hampton, 
beloved husband and best friend of Ann (Sal-
ing) Sweeney, passed away at Yale New Haven 
Hospital on Saturday, Jan. 13, after struggling 
with cancer. He was the son of the late Thomas 
J. Jr. and Agnes (Deeley) Sweeney. 

Tom received his BA and master’s in business 
at Central Connecticut State College. Tom was 
the former owner of Nelson Precision Drilling 
of Glastonbury for 30 years, along with his late 
brother Barry Sweeney. He loved golf and was 
a longtime member of the Quarry Ridge Men’s 
Club. He also served as the president of the 
men’s club at Quarry Ridge in Portland. Tom 
was also an active member of the East Hamp-
ton Marlborough Rotary Club and the Rotary 
Foundation committee.. He served as president 
of the club and was also the beloved Santa for 
the club’s annual Breakfast with Santa. 

Besides his loving wife Ann, Tom is survived 
by his sisters, Dr. Elaine Sweeney of Vernon, 
Darlene (Ray) Solomson of South Windsor, Do-
reen (Jim) Anderson of Ellington, and Deirdre 
(Bryan) Palmer of East Hartford. He also leaves 
his brothers, Brian (Valerie) Sweeney of Vernon 
and Terrence Sweeney, also of Vernon. He also 
leaves many loving nieces and nephews as well. 

He was such a kind and caring soul and was 
loved by many. 

Friends called at Spencer Funeral Home, 112 
Main St., East Hampton, on Thursday Jan. 18. A 
funeral liturgy will be celebrated today, Friday, 
Jan. 19, at 11 a.m., at St. Patrick Church also in 
East Hampton. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
The Red Mckinney Scholarship, c/o East Hamp-
ton Rotary Club Foundation, P.O. Box 358, East 
Hampton, CT 06424. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Portland
Nancy Brault

Passing of Nancy Carol 
Brault, 94, of Portland, on 
Thursday, Jan. 11. She was 
born Nancy Carol Stanley 
on Feb. 20, 1929, to Laura 
Paquin Stanley and Albert 
Stanley in Glastonbury. 
She is predeceased by 
her husband, Clarence J. 
Brault of Reddick, Fla. 

She leaves three daugh-
ters, Nancy Carol Brault, 
Carol Ann Walker and Dianne Lee Hobby; as 
well as four living grandchildren, Amy Wellen-
stein, Heather Reiss, Shannon Walters and Jesse 
Walters; and a total of 10 great-grandchildren. 

Nancy loved nature, birds, animals, read-
ing and wordsearch puzzles. Throughout a 
sometimes-challenging life, Nancy remained 
a resilient, caring and empathetic woman who 
enjoyed living in nature, riding through the 
countryside, sharing stories and laughter. With 
friends and family, she shared her wisdom and 
kindness. She loved her family, who will miss 
her dearly. 

In lieu of flowers, people may donate to Port-
land Care and Rehabilitation Center at 333 
Main St., Portland, CT 06480.

Her burial is arranged by Biega Funeral Home 
Middletown. Family and friends gathered at 
Green Cemetery, Glastonbury, on Tuesday, Jan. 
16, at the gravesite.

East Hampton
Carla Aleksiewicz

Carla Maureen (Stone) 
Aleksiewicz, 64, of East 
Hampton, beloved wife 
of Michael E. Aleksiewicz 
passed away Wednesday, 
Jan. 10. Born in Middle-
town, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Carl Michael 
and Elizabeth (Spencer) 
Stone.

Carla will be deeply 
missed by her husband 
Michael of 40 years, and her daughters, Jessica 
Aleksiewicz of Moodus and Tiffany Aleksiewicz 
of Plainville. She is also survived by her sisters, 
Cathy Gleason and her husband Milt of Crom-
well, Carlene Lamontagne of Portland, Carol 
Planeta of Higganum; brother, Carl Stone and 
his wife Sharon of Georgia; her two grandsons, 
Ryker and Wyatt, as well as several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was predeceased by brothers, Calvin, 
Carlton and Clifton Stone, and brother in-laws 
Tom Planeta and Mark Lamontagne. 

Carla loved music, vacationing, spending 
time with her family and her dog Rocket.

Calling hours will be held Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
from 5-7 p.m., at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver 
St., Middletown. 

Those who wish to share memories or express 
condolences online, please visit www.biegafu-
neralhome.com.

East Hampton
Brian A. Bentley

Brian A. Bentley, 77, 
of East Hampton, passed 
away Sunday, Dec. 17, 
2023, at UConn John 
Dempsey Hospital in 
Farmington. He was pre-
deceased by his parents, 
Bernard, and Carolyn 
Bentley. 

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Mari Bentley; 
sister, Ruth Bentley; chil-
dren, Carrie Erwin, Brian 
S Bentley and Melissa Bentley Michaud; grand-
children, Sean and Eric Erwin; cousin, Terry 
Stewart, Eileen Ahern and Barry Burnham and 
various relatives. He grew up in Manchester and 
later moved to East Hampton.

Brian was known for his brilliant mind with 
the ability to remember and recall events, dates, 
music, and many other things. His friends of-
ten called him on the phone for information. 
So much so that people would say “let’s ask 
the encyclopedia.” He excelled at answering 
the Jeopardy! questions correctly and often got 
more correct answers than all three contestants 
combined.

He was a man of great loyalty and empathy, 
with a strong love of family and often brought 
us together, cooking wonderful meals, especial-
ly a traditional Bentley Christmas Eve dinner 
and on other Holidays.

Brian attended New England Technical 
School, an extensive computer training school 
and graduated with high honors.

He was brought up in a musical family and 
played the bass and guitar. Later, he gave lessons 
at Bellers Music Store in Manchester. He started 
playing in several bands in high school and con-
tinued playing in many other bands into his lat-
er years. The bands were: ‘The Aztecs’, ‘The Al-
ley Cats,’ ‘Benny and the Juniors’, ‘Frantic Four’, 
and ‘Frantic Five’, and later, ‘Connection’ which 
was a 10-piece rock and roll band that he played 
and helped musically arranged in his later years. 
His love and expertise in music was well-known 
and appreciated by many.

Brian had his own catering business with 
a bright red truck which was called “Brian’s 
Brunch” painted colorfully on the side and 
“Here Comes Brian” was painted on the front 
of the truck. He was in business for many years 
and loved serving and meeting with his business 
customers every day. He was known for wear-
ing shorts – even in the winter which brought a 
smile to many faces.

Brian was known for his sense of humor, 
quick wit, and the ability to make everyone 
laugh. His love of animals was profound. He 
was known as “Daddy” amongst the many kit-

Colchester
Robert C. Derda

Robert C. Derda, 65, 
of Ledyard, passed away 
at his home unexpect-
edly Tuesday, Jan. 9. He 
was born Sept. 22, 1958, 
to Rose (Dalfonso) Derda 
and Chester Robert Der-
da. 

Rob graduated Bacon 
Academy in Colchester in 
1976. He pursued his pas-
sion of automotive exper-
tise with a degree from Denver Automotive and 
Diesel College in 1978. Upon college comple-
tion, Rob’s entrepreneurial spirit led him to his 
first business venture of Ledyard Auto, which he 
purchased in 1987 and has continued to operate 
since. 

Rob will forever be remembered as a hard-
working man, well liked and known. Rob was 
a friend to everyone he met and always served 
his community and with favors he always did 
for others. His legacy extended beyond his Le-
dyard Auto involvement. He was an avid pilot 
and diver, he soared the skies and explored the 
depths of our world, showcasing his love for 
adventure. His passion for cars, airplanes and 
motorcycles echoed in every aspect of his life. 
When not working on cars, flying or helping 

Portland
William R. McGrath

William Robert Mc-
Grath, “Mugsy,” 80, of 
Portland, beloved hus-
band of Marilyn (Scirica) 
McGrath, passed away 
Monday, Jan. 15, at Mid-
dlesex Hospital. He was 
born in New Britain, son 
of the late Willam and 
Frances (Meheran) Mc-
Grath. 

William was a veteran, 
serving with the U.S. Air Force. He was sta-
tioned in Mississippi and did a tour in Taiwan. 
Thereafter, he worked for the U.S. Post Office for 
over 50 years as a letter carrier in the West Hart-
ford area. William had a love of sports and was 
a member of the National Association of Sports 
Officials. He would often be found officiating on 
the football and baseball fields.

William is survived by his wife, Marilyn; son, 
Christopher McGrath of Southington; daughter, 
Dawn Travers (Steve Franco) of Southington; 
and stepdaughters, Kim Trowbridge (Aaron) 
of Middletown, Jill Tardiff (Jason) of Bourne, 
Mass.; sister, Patricia Florkowski (Walter) of 
New Britain; brother, Thomas McGrath (Jane) 
of North Adams, Mass.; six grandchildren, Ra-
chel Johnson, Brianna Johnson, Kahli Travers, 
Amanda Travers, Elijah Tardiff, Benjamin Tar-
diff; two great grandchildren, Kaleb and Kas-
sius; as well as several nieces and nephews.

Calling hours will be Sunday, Jan. 21, from 
4-6 p.m., at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St., 
Middletown. The funeral liturgy will be held 
Monday, Jan. 22, at 10:30 a.m., at St. Mary 
Church, 45 Freestone Ave., Portland. Burial 
with military honors will follow at the Swedish 
Cemetery.

Those who wish may send memorial contri-
butions to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 Saint 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or Disabled 
Veterans National Foundation, 4601 Forbes 
Blvd. Suite #130, Lanham, MD 20706.

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.
com.

ties that graced his home.
We love you Brian and we know you are look-

ing down on us. Peace and love.
Cemetery services are being planned for in 

the spring.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Marlborough
Michelle Lee Lanzi

Michelle Lee (McKay) Lanzi, 55, of Marlbor-
ough and formerly of East Hampton, passed 
away at her home Sunday, Jan. 7. Born Nov. 22, 
1968, in Manchester she was the daughter of the 
late James and Bonita Sue (Hale) McKay. 

Michelle had worked in customer service for 
the former SNET. She is survived by her long-
time companion, Brian Dickenson of Marl-
borough; sons, Ryan Lanzi and his companion 
Kacie of East Hartford, Dylan Lanzi of East 
Hampton; and her brother Scott McKay.

She was predeceased by her son, Jayson Lan-
zi, and her brother, James McKay.

Friends may call at Spencer Funeral Home, 
112 Main St., East Hampton, on Saturday Jan. 
20, from 10 a.m.-noon. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

someone else, Rob was spending his time as the 
house committee chairman for the Tuckerbung 
Social Club, located in Gales Ferry. 

Rob is survived by his only son, Matthew Rob-
ert; stepdaughter, Lauren Gale; sisters, Kathleen 
Standish and Nancy LaFlamme; nephews, Ryan 
Davis (Madeline) and Connor LaFlamme; niec-
es, Rachelle LaFlamme and Kaitlyn Standish. 

In celebrating Robert’s life, we remember not 
only his remarkable contributions to automo-
tive craftsmanship but also the adventurous 
spirit that defined his journey. 

Please join us for calling hours Saturday, Jan. 
20, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Aurora-McCar-
thy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Col-
chester. A chapel service will take place at the 
funeral home at 1 p.m. A reception will be held 
at the Colchester Fire Department, 52 Old Hart-
ford Rd., immediately following. 

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
moods, especially during the doldrums of 
winter” explained Kristie Gonsalves, Presi-
dent of North East Expos, Inc., the show’s 
longtime producer and a board member of 
the Home & Garden Show Executives Inter-
national, who also is a past president of the 
National Association of Consumer Show Pro-
ducers. “We are thrilled to offer spring in full 
colorful bloom and opportunities for people 

to discover new ways to enjoy their homes and 
growing spaces – indoors and out.”

 So, there you go. What better way to think 
of warmer weather than spending a weekend 
looking at flowers and plants? And hey, if that 
doesn’t work, there’s always this: pitchers and 
catchers report to spring training on Feb. 13.

	 See you next week.

the Burdick’s property and the roadway. 
Patti Burdick explained how four to eight 

inches of water will cover the grass near the 
end of their driveway. “With the unprecedented 
amounts of rain it just can’t handle the water,” 
said Burdick. She also explained how the detour 
of going to Young St. can add almost 15 minutes 
to their trips. “It’s inconvenient for sure.” As an 
old problem that has been brought up multiple 
times, the couple hopes it will be done correctly 
when proper funds are available. Public Works 
is exploring potential solutions for a temporary 
fix but the feasibility of that choice is still un-
certain.

Though the collapsed culvert is one of the 
more extreme occurrences, multiple residents 
have reported damaged roads and significant 
flooding. Several streets, including Collie Brook 
and Gulf roads, have massive potholes from 
the heavy storms. Other roads have started to 
deteriorate on the edges such as Long Crossing 

Road. 
On Lakewood Road, Public Works had to 

respond to a severe icing condition. Following 
two major rain storms, the heavy runoff flowed 
across properties on the west side of the road, 
leading to freezing in multiple areas. This re-
sulted in hazardous conditions, worsened by 
the road’s state, allowing water to flow across 
instead of staying in the gutters where icing is 
less severe.

On Facebook, many residents have shared 
similar experiences with flooding. One person 
explained how their road is deteriorating be-
cause the drainage pipes underneath are failing. 
As a result, water doesn’t remain in the catch 
basins. Another resident shared that there are 
several sinkholes on their road and the water 
that goes into catch basins will shoot back up. 
Also, water from the Air Line rail bed near the 
old train station continues to flow onto Skinner 
Street. For weeks, water has covered a little sec-
tion of the road, even days after a storm.  

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover

$ Storms Take Tol cont. from page 1

A culvert on Wopowog Road in East Hampton collapses for the third time due to 
large amounts of precipitation. The item has been slated to be redone for years but 
has yet to be a top priority. 

Veterans,
when you’re struggling,
soon becomes
later becomes
someday becomes
...when?

Whatever you’re going through,
you don’t have to do it alone.

Find resources at VA . G O V/ R E A C H

Don’t wait. Reach out .

H
E
A
L
T
H
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-
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-2

3

EMPLOYMENT
Like 

us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletinC
IT
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-2

3-
23

Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home 
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire 
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable 

work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…

Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or 
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com

RE1-5-24

 Eagle Manufacturing Company, located in Colchester, CT is 
seeking a dynamic & experienced Shop Manager/QC Manager 
to join our fast-growing team. As a leader in the steel fabrication 
industry, we require candidates with a minimum of five years’ 
experience in the steel fabrication, along with expertise in 
welding, blueprint reading, & effective communication with both 
management and shop personnel. The ideal candidate for this 
position is a Certified Welding Inspector (CWI) with proven abilities 
in managing production staff. We value motivation and a strong 
team-oriented mindset, as we strive to foster a collaborative work 
environment that supports the growth of our company.
 In addition to competitive compensation, we offer a 
comprehensive benefits package including paid vacation, 
holidays, employer funded HRA, medical & dental insurance, & 
generous matching 401k plan, STD, LTD and Life Insurance. Upon 
successful completion of the 30-day probationary period, these 
benefits will become available. Compensation will be between 
$75-$100,000 depending upon qualifications and experience.

To apply, please email your resume to:
beth@eaglemanufacturinginc.com 

Shop Manager/QC Manager Position

R
E1

-1
2-

24

AISC Certified Steel Fabrication Shop is looking for 
experienced, motivated individuals to work in a fast 
paced environment. Prior experience in blueprint 
reading and all types of metal working equipment is 
a must. Perform GMAW welding, simple fabrications, 
welding of components per AWS Code. Certified Welding 
Inspectors Certificate and or past welding experience 
to state and local welding codes is a plus. Must pass 
Certification in processes per AWS D1.5. We will train 
qualified applicants to our methods of operation given 
the desired attitude and aptitude qualities are found to 
be present. Benefits include: Health Insurance, 401(k), 
Vacation, Life and Disability Insurance.

Please send resumes to: P.O. Box 186,
Colchester, CT 06415 or  email your resume to:

beth@eaglemanufacturinginc.com

WELDER/PIPE FITTER
POSITION AVAILABLE

S E C R E T A R Y /
R E C E P T I O N I S T: 
Part-time position with 
sma l l  p ro fess iona l 
office in Glastonbury. 
Duties include typing, 
creating and maintaining 
files, answering multi-
line phones, ordering 
and maintaining office 
suppl ies, Word and 
E x c e l  e x p e r i e n c e 
n e c e s s a r y .  8 a m -
1:30pm. Please send 
qualifications or resume 
to :  admin is t ra to r@
CFMconstructionCT.
com.

C O N S T R U C T I O N /
C O N C R E T E 
FINISHER: Full-time, 
competitive pay, PTO. 
Experience and refer
ences required. Call 
Nick, 860-267-7308.

C O O K  W A N T E D : 
$18 to $23 an hour de
pending on experience. 
Please apply at Eggs Up 
Restaurant on Rt.66 in 
Portland.

FULL-TIME CLEANER 
A N D  M O R N I N G 
C O U N T E R  H E L P : 
Wanted in busy bakery. 
Stop in to Marlborough 
Count ry  Bakery on 
Independence Drive.

R E G I S T E R E D 
NURSE, HOME CARE 
AGENCY: Staff Mates 
Homecare, a fami ly 
owned Home Health 
Care Agency with over 
40 years of history 
providing quality care 
to families in the Wil
limantic and Hebron 
areas, is seeking an RN. 
Full-time (includes be
nefits), Monday-Friday 
(8 hour day). Part-time 
(per diem), 2-3 days 
per week. RN position 
entails: home visits and 
case management re
sponsibilities. RN con
ducts: start of care visits, 
recertifications, resump
tion of care and skilled 
nursing visits. For more 
information, call Staff 
Mates Homecare, 860-
228-4321.

S E E K I N G 
A U T O M O T I V E 
MECHANIC : for im
mediate hire at fast 
g r o w i n g  s h o p  i n 
Middletown. Strong 
mechanical aptitude 
and troubleshooting 
skills. Must be able to 
diagnose and repair 
mechanical issues and 
be deadline and de
tail oriented. Ability to 
thrive in a fast-paced 
environment. 2-3 years 
automotive experience 
preferred. Diesel ex
perience is a plus! Must 
have your own tools. 
Call George 860-346-
5551.

PITBULL PUPPIES 
FOR SALE: Seven 
weeks old. Two fe­
males, six males. 
Parents on premises. 
$500. Serious in­
quires only. Call 860-
617-6539.

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing Thursday, February 1, 2024, at 7:00 PM at the 
Town Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #Z-08-23 – Zoning Commission (Applicant) 
amendment to delete Article Six A. 5 Group Day Care Residence
APPLICATION #Z-10-23 – Zoning Commission (Applicant) 
amendment to Article Six B Zoning permit use Group Day Care 
Residence
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and writ-
ten testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Department 
at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing. 
Eric Colantonio, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 2TB 1/19, 1/26

  TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, February 1, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 
Main Street, Portland, CT.  
PZC Application #23-07: 1600 Portland Cobalt Road. Proposal 
to modify existing special permit approval with the addition of 2 
more commercial buildings with garage bays. Application and 
property of 1600 Portland Cobalt Road LLC. Map 16, Lot 31-1. 
Zone B-1.
PZC Application #23-08: 209 Sand Hill Road. Proposal to modify 
existing special permit approval for a 15 ft addition around the 
whole perimeter of the exiting barn structure on site used for 
event space. Application of Arrigoni Winery LLC and property of 
R G Manner LLC. Map 5, Lot 14. Zone RR.
Dated at Portland, CT this 9th day of January 2024
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 1/19, 1/26

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 6:30 PM
Town of Portland, CT 06480

Pursuant to Portland Town Charter Chapter XII Section 1203.4, 
a public hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on 
Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 6:30 P.M. at the Buck-
Foreman Community Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, Con-
necticut, regarding the proposed supplemental appropriation in 
the amount of $525,000 for Transfer Out-CAP Non Rec Town 
and Increase to Estimated Municipal Revenue Sharing and 
Investment Income.  At the hearing, all interested persons may 
be heard and written communications will be received. Public 
Access also through the Zoom link A –www.portlandct.org

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropriation in 
line #01-093-000-90012 Transfer out – Cap Non Rec Town 
of $525,000;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen 
hereby approves funding for the supplemental appropriation 
in line item #01-093-000-90012 Transfer Out – Cap Non Rec 
Town through an increase in estimated revenue to line item 
#01-000-000-00212 Municipal Revenue Sharing of $237,112, 
an increase in estimated revenue to line item #01-000-000-
00401 Investment Income of $130,000; and from the unas-
signed fund balance of the General Fund of $157,888;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen 
hereby approves an increase in estimated revenue line item 
#08-141-000-00501 – Transfers in General Fund Town of 
$525,000 and an increase in supplemental appropriation to 
expenditure line item #08-141-000-89040 Fire/Fire Marshal 
Department – Refurbish/replace apparatus of $525,000.

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s 
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated at Portland, Connecticut 
this 10th day of January 2024.
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

1TB 1/19

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 6:45 PM

Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main 
Street, Portland, CT 06480

Pursuant to Chapter V Section 503b and 503g of the Town Charter, 
a Special Town Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on 
Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 6:45 P.M. in the Buck-Foreman 
Community Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, CT for the following:

ITEM 1. To Approve a supplemental appropriation in line #01-
093-000-90012 Transfer out – Cap Non Rec Town of $525,000;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen 
hereby approves funding for the supplemental appropriation in 
line item #01-093-000-90012 Transfer Out – Cap Non Rec Town 
through an increase in estimated revenue to line item #01-000-
000-00212 Municipal Revenue Sharing of $237,112, an increase 
in estimated revenue to line item #01-000-000-00401 Investment 
Income of $130,000; and from the unassigned fund balance of 
the General Fund of $157,888;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen 
hereby approves an increase in estimated revenue line item #08-
141-000-00501 – Transfers in General Fund Town of $525,000 
and an increase in supplemental appropriation to expenditure 
line item #08-141-000-89040 Fire/Fire Marshal Department – 
Refurbish/replace apparatus of $525,000.

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s web-
site at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 10th day of January 2024
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

1TB 1/19

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISION 
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At its Regular Meeting of January 10, 2024, the Colchester 
Conservation Commission made the following decision(s):
W2023-3090 - 15 Ventura Dr; Justin Williams - Applicant/Owner; 
Assessor’s ID 03-05-023-021; Proposed single-family home, 
driveway, garage, deck, septic system, site grading, and erosion 
& sediment controls within Upland Review Area.  - APPROVED 
WITH STANDARD CONDITIONS.
W2023-3091 - 111 Pine Brook Rd; Daniel Durrenberger - Ap-
plicant/Owner; Assessor’s ID 4W-09-004-000; Proposed restora-
tion and enhancement of man-made pond with excavation, 
dredging, and site grading. - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Dated January 11, 2024
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 1TB 1/19

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING/PUBLIC 
HEARING CHATHAM HEALTH DISTRICT
Towns of Colchester, East Haddam, East 

Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough and Portland
The Chatham Health District Board of Health will hold a Special 
Meeting/Public Hearing on January 30, 2023 at 2 p.m. via 
Zoom, Meeting ID: 83129474105 Passcode: 807858.  The pur-
pose of this Special Meeting is for the consideration of adopting 
the Proposed Chatham Health District 2024-2025 Budget.
At this hearing, interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received.  
The Proposed Chatham Health District 2024-2025 Budget is 
available for public review at http://www.chathamhealth.org and 
in any of the District Offices.  
Russell Melmed
Director of Health 1TB 1/19

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE
PARTY-ENDORSED CANDIDATES

A certified list of 31 Republican party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of Portland for election as members of the Town Committee 
At-Large is on file in my office at 33 East Main Street, Portland Con-
necticut, and copies are available for public distribution. The number 
of Town Committee Members to be elected, under party rules, is 40.
A primary will be held March 5, 2024, if 10 candidacies (which is at 
least 25% of the number of town committee members to be elected 
by such party in the municipality) are filed in accordance with §§9-
382 to 9-450, inclusive, of the General Statutes, by persons other 
than party-endorsed candidates, not later than 4:00 P.M. of January 
31, 2024, provided the number of such candidacies plus the number 
of endorsed candidates, exceeds the number of town committee 
members to be elected. (If the number of opposing candidacies filed 
is reduced to less than such 25%, no primary will be held.) Petition 
forms, instructions, and information concerning the procedure for fil-
ing opposing candidacies, may be obtained from Pauline Neumann, 
Republican Registrar of Voters, 33 East Main Street, Portland, 
Connecticut.
ATTEST: Michael V. Tierney
Portland Town Clerk
Dated this 17th day of January, 2024 1TB 1/19

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE
PARTY-ENDORSED CANDIDATES

A certified list of 45 Democratic party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of Portland for election as members of the Town Committee 
At-Large is on file in my office at 33 East Main Street, Portland Con-
necticut, and copies are available for public distribution. The number 
of Town Committee Members to be elected, under party rules, is 60.
A primary will be held March 5, 2024, if 15 candidacies (which is at 
least 25% of the number of town committee members to be elected 
by such party in the municipality) are filed in accordance with §§9-
382 to 9-450, inclusive, of the General Statutes, by persons other 
than party-endorsed candidates, not later than 4:00 P.M. of January 
31, 2024, provided the number of such candidacies plus the number 
of endorsed candidates, exceeds the number of town committee 
members to be elected. (If the number of opposing candidacies filed 
is reduced to less than such 25%, no primary will be held.) Petition 
forms, instructions, and information concerning the procedure for 
filing opposing candidacies, may be obtained from Kristy Fuller, 
Democratic Registrar of Voters, 33 East Main Street, Portland, 
Connecticut.
ATTEST: Michael V. Tierney
Portland Town Clerk
Dated this 17th day of January, 2024 1TB 1/19

LEGAL NOTICE
PARTY-ENDORSED CANDIDATES FOR 

TOWN COMMITTEE AT-LARGE
A certified list of 31 Republican party-endorsed candidates for 
the town of East Hampton for election as Members of the Town 
Committee At-Large is on file in my office at 1 Community Drive, 
East Hampton, Connecticut and copies are available for public 
distribution. The number of Town Committee Members to be 
elected, under party rules, is 53.
A Primary will be held March 5, 2024 if 13 candidacies (which 
is at least 25% of the number of town committee members to 
be elected by such party in the municipality) are filed in accor-
dance with §§9-382 to 9-450, inclusive, of the General Statutes, 
by persons other than party-endorsed candidates, not later than 
4:00 p.m. of January 31, 2024, provided the number of such 
candidacies plus the number of endorsed candidates, exceeds 
the number of town committee members to be elected.  (If the 
number of opposing candidacies filed is reduced to less than 
such 25%, no primary will be held.)  Petition forms, instructions, 
and information concerning the procedure for filing opposing 
candidacies, may be obtained from Lori Wilcox, Republican 
Registrar of Voters, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, Con-
necticut 06424.
Patricia Burnham, CCTC
Acting Municipal Clerk of East Hampton 1TB 1/19

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE

PARTY-ENDORSED CANDIDATES FOR 
TOWN COMMITTEE AT-LARGE

A certified list of 39 Democratic party-endorsed candidates 
for the town of East Hampton for election as Members of the 
Town Committee At-Large is on file in my office at 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, Connecticut and copies are available for 
public distribution.  The number of Town Committee Members 
to be elected, under party rules, is 40.
A Primary will be held March 5, 2024 if 10 candidacies (which 
is at least 25% of the number of town committee members 
to be elected by such party in the municipality) are filed in 
accordance with §§9-382 to 9-450, inclusive, of the General 
Statutes, by persons other than party-endorsed candidates, not 
later than 4:00 p.m. of January 31, 2024, provided the number 
of such candidacies plus the number of endorsed candidates, 
exceeds the number of town committee members to be 
elected.  (If the number of opposing candidacies filed is re-
duced to less than such 25%, no primary will be held.)  Petition 
forms, instructions, and information concerning the procedure 
for filing opposing candidacies, may be obtained from Theresa 
Latimer, Democratic Registrar of Voters, 1 Community Drive, 
East Hampton, Connecticut 06424.
Patricia Burnham, CCTC
Acting Municipal Clerk of East Hampton 1TB 1/19
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RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

WINTER IS HERE!
Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
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23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation
Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
E1

2-
29

-2
3

Happy New  Year!
RLFrancks@comcast.net

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

If anyone refused to 
rent to you because 
of your source of 
income, race, color, 
national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender, 
religion, marital 
status, age, disability 
or because you have 
children, you may 
have been the victim 
of illegal housing 
discrimination. Contact 
the Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION 

IS ILLEGAL 
For Help Call 
888-247-4401

Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E1
1-
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

C
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860-228-3912

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Hazardous Tree Removal

860-206-3851

LICENSED TREE EXPERTS 
Raythetreeguy.com • Raystrees@hotmail.com

Licensed Arborist # S-3998 C
IT
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Tree Guy
TheRay

Free Tree Survey & Consulting by a Licensed Arborist

Bucket Truck
Class A Climbers

Cranes

Storm Damage
Winter Pruning

& Brush Removal
WE WORK ALL WINTER!

Call today for low rates!

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups & Snow Removal  

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-29-23

HOME IMPROVEMENT
S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
junk and debris removal, 
back hoe, dump truck, 
septic. Fully licensed 
and insured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

TREE & LAND

SPACE FOR RENT: in 
Cobalt for breakfast or 
luncheon. Call Tushar, 
860-680-4768

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

C
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSUREDWe Specialize In Creating

New Kitchens & Baths
From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
SHAW DRYWALL

HANGING & TAPING
First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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-2
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
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PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156
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$$$ CASH $$$
for SCRAP

FREE DUMPSTERS
for contractors & businesses

Ostrinsky Scrap
731 Parker St., Manchester, CT

860-643-5879
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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6-
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769
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GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT
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License #HIC 0656593

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
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Freshen Up for the New Year!

C
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

llc

R
E1

1-
6-

20

CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171

R
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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CIT12-7-23

SERVICES

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 

R
E5

-1
4-

21860-228-0556
860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119

& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Hot Water & Ductless Splits
Energy Efficient Heat Pumps • Air Conditioning

Winter is here, call us for
all your HOME HEATING needs!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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4860.949.5711
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1
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B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chimneys can burn! 
Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. 
Fully insured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

E F F I C I E N T 
A N D  R E L I A B L E 
CLEANING:  Errands, 
personal services. I’m 
here to help. Experi
ence hassle-free living. 
Local references. Call 
Michelle, 860-690-7681. 
Leave a message.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : leaning or bul
ging? But your material 
still good? We can re
build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col
lecting water? But ma
terial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
material and save $$$! 
Dondero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

MY PURPOSE IN LIFE 
IS HELPING OTHERS: 
I AM A PHENOMENAL 
C O O K .  B A K I N G 
I S  A  H O B B Y  O F 
MINE. ORGANIZER, 
L A U N D R Y , 
E R R A N D S,  WA L K 
T H E D O G, D R I V E 
T O  A C T I V I T I E S /
A P P O I N T M E N T S , 
EVEN DO OFFICE 
W O R K. I  L I V E  I N 
G L A S T O N B U R Y. 
CALL CAROLYN 860-
328-5256.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

TAG SALES
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$49RATES AS 
LOW AS

AFFORDABLE
CLEANING

All Products Included
We also include sanitizing, 
do groceries & run errands

LICENSED

CALL OR 
TEXT 860-849-2768

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service

R
E1

-5
-2

4

When Was The Last Time You Cleaned Your Septic Tank?  

START 2024 WITH
A CLEAN SEPTIC TANK.
No one wants a problem in winter!

H AY  F O R  S A L E : 
Square bales, Alfalfa 
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194. 

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de
livered locally $290/
CORD. Can custom cut 
to size. Multiple cord 
discount. Call/text 860-
202-8950.

F I R E W O O D 
SEASONED/SPLIT : 
hard wood. Full cord 
$270. Half cord $165. 
Delivery included to 
local area. Quick deliv
ery. Call 860-633-5766.

HONDA GENERATOR: 
Model eu7000is. Electric 
start. Super quiet. Used 
twice. Five 5-gallon, no 
spill cans. Honda cov
er, cord, battery tender, 
etc. $4,500. Located in 
Tolland. 860-324-7566.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: $260/CORD. 
Call Garrett 860-692-
8876.

P O P - U P,  I N D O O R 
V I N TA G E  K N I C K -
KNACKS SHOW: Jan 
27th, 9am-1pm. Knick-
knacks, jewelry, sale 
items. CASH ONLY. 
7  S o u t h  M a i n  S t , 
Marlborough. Large red 
building. See signs for 
parking.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Polish/English speaking 
woman can clean your 
house with care. 3rd 
c l e a n i n g  3 0 %  o f f . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Insured and bonded. 
Call 860-268-2301. 

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Responsible, Brazilian 
woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very 
professional and punc
tual. Also good with pets. 
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes 
allergens. Immediate 
use. Upholstery clean
ing. Completely safe. 
Experi enced, ref er
ences, insured. William 
Agostinell i 860-704-
8486 calls only.

EUROPEAN SUPER 
CLEANING: Respons
ible Polish woman seek
ing cleaning work. For 
more information call 
Halina at 860-305-8131.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.


