
POSTAL CUSTOMER
LOCAL

News Bulletin
Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

PRESORTED STANDARD

$$$$$

US. POSTAGE
PAID

GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

Volume 48, Number 02                                                         Published by The Glastonbury Citizen                                            February 2, 2024

RIVEREAST
P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

Inside...
 RHAM
Raptors Roundball Rebounds ..............pg 3

 Marlborough
$8.66M School Budget Proposed .........pg 8

East Hampton
Longtime Resident Receives Award ......pg 10

 Portland
Funds Approved for New Firetruck ...pg 16

Hebron
Reflecting on Maple Fest ....................pg 23

Regional
Obituaries ..........................................pg 26

See ‘Unauthorized’ Ambulance, page 15

See Dog Sled Racer, page 8

CIT2-1-24

The Incredible Journey of a Dog Sled Racer

Hebron resident Becki Tucker was pronounced dead following a brutal 2008 ATV accident. 
She survived, though, and has continued her passion of racing sled dogs. She’ll bring some of 
those pooches to the Hebron Maple Fest next month.

By Michael Sinkewicz
In 2008, Becki Tucker was gravely injured in 

an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) accident. Her skull 
was smashed. At one point, she was pronounced 
dead. But she “wanted to live.”

For Tucker, surviving an ordeal that she ac-
knowledges should’ve killed her, or at least left her 
significantly compromised, cemented the outlook 
that she would obey for the rest of her life.

“After being someone who died, I never say 
‘no’ to doing something new,” she said.

Tucker is the founder of the Outlaw Ridge 
Sled Dogs, a team that competes in what be-
come often ruthless treks expanding upwards of 
250 miles. The group takes its name from Tuck-
er’s first puppy, who was named Outlaw.

Originally from Voluntown, Tucker officially 
moved to Hebron — where her boyfriend lives 
— on New Year’s Eve. While she’s taking a well-
earned break from racing, her family of loyal 
athletes will likely become a fixture in the com-
munity. In March, for example, residents will be 
able to check out the team at the annual Hebron 
Maple Festival.

Anyone who swaps stories with Tucker will 
be inspired — and possibly frightened — by her 
sheer determination, which could only belong 
to someone who’s endured frigid temperatures 
and howling winds in the middle of a grueling 
sled race. But they’ll also be taken aback by the 
loyalty and trust required to be successful in her 
unique line of work.

Group of Misfits
Tucker’s career began with short distance rac-

es — known as sprint racing — in 1995, before 
she got into longer-form competitions begin-
ning in 2000.

Her journey initially started off in Connecti-
cut, but she moved to New Hampshire in 2015 
to be closer to the action; most serious sled races 
are hosted in northern New England, she said.

Instead of making the march every Thursday 

and coming back down on Monday, she decided 
to just move closer, a choice that signaled her 
full commitment to preparing and participating 
in the most demanding events.

Her residences included Dorchester and Mi-
lan in New Hampshire, and most recently Fort 

Kent, Maine, home of the Can-Am Crown In-
ternational Sled Dog — the longest and highest 
caliber event in the eastern U.S, spanning 250 
miles.

A devotion to the training and execution of 
sled racing doesn’t happen by accident, and it’s 

more than a hobby; her dogs are truly her ob-
session.

“This is my family,” Tucker said. “I have to 
trust them and let them lead the way.”

The bond she has with her dogs, Tucker con-
tinued, is almost indescribable.

“It makes me feel like I found a place in the 
world,” she said. “It’s loyalty, commitment and 
love.”

Over two decades ago, Tucker was working in 
an animal shelter when an individual wanted to 
euthanize a husky, which made her embark on a 
newfound effort to rescue dogs. She had a vision 
that perhaps others couldn’t fully see — a recog-
nition of the qualities of animals that otherwise 
were unwanted.

Tucker explained that through her own child-
hood experiences, she was able to relate to the 
dogs better than most people. Together, they 
formed a “misfit crew of dogs” that dipped 
into short races — ranging from five miles to 
30 miles; the shortest races featured teams of 8 
dogs, while the 30-mile races were with 10 dogs. 

“We needed a way to burn energy,” she re-
called.

At one point, Tucker owned 34 dogs; she cur-
rently has 25. 

Her initial batch of dogs were Siberians, but 
now after breading, her fleet is comprised of 
Alaskan Huskies, which resemble wolves. Tuck-
er expressed that she knows each individual 
dog’s howl; they’re all distinct. (She also apolo-
gized to any Hebron residents who’ve been awo-
ken by her dogs.)

While she doesn’t have a favorite — typical 
parent talk — one dog, Frenzi, is identified as 
Tucker’s “heart dog.” Frenzi was adopted when 
she was eight months old and is the leader of 
the group.

“We’re beyond connected,” Tucker said.
She instills certain traits and commands to 

Colchester Nixes ‘Unauthorized’ New Ambulance
By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester First Selectman Bernie Dennler 
III informed the boards of selectmen and fi-
nance last week that the town was canceling an 
order for a new ambulance, claiming that the 
purchase was “unauthorized.”

Dennler stated that a $386,750 contract that 
would’ve added a third ambulance to the local 
fleet was voided. However, a separate $60,785 
charge to refurbish the cab and chassis for one 
of the town’s current trucks, ambulance 528, has 
not been resolved — representing another pay-
ment Dennler said wasn’t formerly approved.

“I do not have a funding source that I can 
identify for you today where that would come 
from,” he told the Board of Finance (BOF) on 
Jan. 24. Dennler added that he is optimistic that 
the vendor will potentially take the apparatus 
back due to high demand in the industry, which 
would essentially spare the town of any linger-

ing cost.
This week, Dennler told the Rivereast that 

those conversations are still ongoing, and that 
no official agreement has been made to unload 
the apparatus. 

The cancelation of the ambulance along with 
the likely annulment of the repairs on the cur-
rent vehicle does not eliminate the possibility 
that the town will ultimately move forward with 
the purchases at a future date. 

It’s possible, Dennler explained, that Colches-
ter Fire & EMS members will pitch the justifica-
tion for a new ambulance at a later meeting. The 
issue surrounding the present circumstances, he 
added, was strictly related to the proper process 
being adhered to.

“If you follow the purchasing policy, you’re 
not going to end up in situations like this,” 
Dennler told the finance board.

The problem, he indicated, was that the 
boards were not presented with the plan, which 
did not receive board authorization.

Fire Department Memo
On Jan. 17, Fire Chief Steve Hoffmann sent a 

memo to the Board of Selectmen (BOS), which 
was subsequently reviewed at its meeting the 
following day.

The memo provided background and context 
for the ambulance purchase, and acknowledged 
that proper protocol was apparently passed over.

Colchester Fire & EMS, the memo stated, has 
considered the acquisition of a third ambulance 
since April 2023, and a meeting was scheduled 
last August with then-first selectman Andreas 
Bisbikos, the finance director, fleet maintenance 
supervisor, deputy chief and the fire chief to dis-
cuss a potential plan to move forward.
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Call us today to see what Marlborough Health & Rehabilitation Center can do for you!

Renovations are complete, including a new secure 
memory care unit. Call us today for a visit and tour.
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Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
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QPR & Narcan Training
AHM Youth and Family Services is hosting 

two QPR and Narcan sessions – one on Mon-
day, Feb. 6, and one on Monday, April 1.

Training will include: The Good Samaritan 
Law, support information and resources, and 
warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to re-
spond. Participants will receive a QPR (Ques-
tion, Persuade, Respond) training booklet and a 
two-dose supply of Narcan.

There is no charge for this training. Reg-
istrants must be 18+. Visit ahmyouth.org for 
more information and to register.

Youth Lacrosse
Registration

RHAM Youth Lacrosse (RYL) registration is 
open for the spring season.

RYL offers programs for both boys and girls 
in grades K-8. It is open to players that reside 
in Hebron, Marlborough, Andover and other 
local towns that do not offer a youth lacrosse 
program. Visit www.rhamyouthlacrosse.com 
for more information and to sign up.  

Registration deadline for the spring season 
is Saturday, Feb. 10.  Email any questions to 
rhamyouthlacrosseregistrar@gmail.com. 

Project Graduation
Meets Feb. 7

AHM Youth & Family Services coordinates 
Project Graduation for RHAM High School, 
and would like parents of the junior and senior 
classes to attend a planning meeting Wednes-
day, Feb. 7, from 6:30-7:15 p.m., via Zoom. 

Zoom meeting information is located on the 
AHM Project Graduation webpage: www.ah-
myouth.org/fundraisers-events/project-grad-
uation. Direct questions to Jennifer Boehler, 
AHM Project Graduation coordinator, at 860-
228-9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

Future meetings will be held Wednesdays, 
April 3 and May 1.

Pete the Cat Concert 
AHM Youth & Family Services will offer 

a Pete the Cat Concert Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
10:30 a.m., at Gilead Hill School in Hebron. 
The recommend age us toddlers-third grade.

“Mr. Michael,” the music producer of 
the Pete the Cat stories and songs and the 
co-founder of The Learning Groove with 
author Eric Litwin, will share his music 
and storytelling inspiration with children 
as they sing interactive songs and Pete the 
Cat stories together. Every song has lyrics, 
activities, coloring pages, and more online 
at www.thelearninggroove.com; students, 
families and teachers can use these support 
materials for creative learning before and af-
ter the concert.

The performance will last 40 to 45 min-
utes. There is no charge, but registration is 
required. Go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com to 
sign up.

Free Viewing of Screenagers
AHM Youth and Family Services will host a 

free viewing of the award-winning documen-
tary SCREENAGERS: Growing Up In The Digital 
Age on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at AHM, 25 Pendleton 
Drive, Hebron.

Through stories and insights from authors, 
psychologists and brain scientists, this docu-
mentary reveals how tech time impacts kids’ 
development and offers solutions on how adults 
can empower kids to navigate the digital world 

and find balance. This movie was created for 
parents to watch together with their children in 
grades 6-12. 

AHM welcomes residents of Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough, Columbia and surround-
ing towns to this screening. RSVP to jenniferb@
ahmyouth.org with the number of adults and 
youth attending. Learn more at www.screenag-
ersmovie.com.

Internet, Phone App
Parent Safety Class

AHM Youth & Family Services, located at 25 
Pendleton Drive, Hebron, invites parents and 
caregivers to an Internet and Phone App Par-
ent Safety Class, presentated by the Connecticut 
State Police, on Tuesday, Feb. 20, from 5:15-6:15 
p.m. 

Discussion points will be digital trends and 
high-risk behaviors among youth when using 
their smart phones. Register by emailing Jenn 
Boehler at jenniferb@ahmyouth.org or by call-
ing 860-228-9488 ext.22. Out-of-town residents 
are welcome.

Raptors Roundball Rebounds Following Losing Streak

RHAM High School senior Troy Miller scored a game-high 31 points, but the Rap-
tors lost at Newington High School on Jan. 22. In the previous game, Miller scored 
his 1,000th career point and is leading a young team that qualified for the state tour-
nament this week. 

By Josh Howard
It has been a tale of two weeks for the boys bas-

ketball team at RHAM High School.   
Last week the Raptors dropped a pair of games, 

extending their losing streak to four games.
This week they rebounded with a pair of vic-

tories, qualifying the team for the state tourna-
ment.  

In the 70-62 loss at Newington High School 
on Jan. 22, RHAM suffered a third consecutive 
defeat after battling back to take a halftime lead 
before the home Nor’easters used a 10-point run 
in the second half to retake the lead for good.

RHAM senior Troy Miller scored a game-high 
31 points in the tightly-contest conference battle.

“I thought we had our good moments and our 
bad moments this game,” Miller said following 
the loss. “We can learn from playing good com-
petition like this and I think it will prepare us for 
the state tournament when it comes around.”

Newington scored 11 of the game’s first 15 
points and led by as many as 11 points in the 
opening quarter before Miller and senior wing-
man Brady Hulland took over. 

Miller and Hulland combined to score all 19 
of RHAM’s second quarter points as the Raptors 
used a 10-2 scoring run over the final three min-
utes of the first half to take a 32-30 lead into the 
break. 

Hulland ignited the second quarter surge with 
a 3-pointer, which started a 20-8 RHAM scoring 
run.  Hulland would score 12 of his 20 points in 
the second quarter. 

RHAM head coach Todd Dean commended 
his two senior captains for carrying the team fol-
lowing the rough opening quarter, saying both 
made “some tough shots tonight.”

A pair of three-pointers by Miller early in the 
third provided the Raptors their biggest lead of 
the game at 40-35, but the Raptors were held 
scoreless for the final four minutes of the quarter 
as the Nor’easters used a 10-0 scoring run that 
spanned the latter stages of the third and into the 

fourth to seize momentum. 
With less than a minute to play in regulation, 

RHAM sophomore Conor Sullivan drained a 
3-pointer from the wing to narrow the deficit to 
62-60, but Newington salted the game away from 
the foul line, making their final six free throws. 

Senior captain Avery Mickens led Newington 
with 25 points, while sophomore Josiah Sims 
added 17. 

After winning seven of their first nine games, 
the loss to Newington was the Raptors third in 
a row, also falling to conference powerhouses 
Manchester and East Catholic. 

Dean said there are “no easy wins or games” 
in the Central Connecticut Conference (CCC).

“Playing a school like this can prepare us to 
play some bigger schools,” added Dean. “We had 
success against some teams in our conference, 
but the second half of our schedule is a tough 
road for us.”

Along with handling the bulk of the scoring 
load, Miller and Hulland are two of only three 
seniors on the roster. Starting center Sean Con-
nolly being the other. 

“It’s been up to us to step up; we are the expe-
rienced guys,” said Miller, “We have a lot of in-
experienced guys, and everyone is learning, but 
I think we are developing and I think we’ll figure 
it out as we go.”

Miller also made a slash in the previous game 
when he surpassed 1,000 career points in the loss 
to East Catholic. 

“It was one of my goals, but it’s about the team 
first and I want to get as many wins as possible,” 
said Miller, who is also an All-American soccer 
player for the school. 

Dean called Miller a “superb athlete” that pos-
sesses both the right skillset and mindset. 

“He’s a real competitor,” added Dean. “I wish I 
had 12 to 14 of those type of guys that compete 
like that.”

Following the loss to Newington, the Raptors 
fell to Lewis Mill before snapping the four-game 

skid with a win over Stafford on Monday and a 
victory over E.O. Smith on Tuesday. 

In the home win over Stafford, Miller netted 
23 and Hulland added 20 as the Raptors out-
scored the visiting Bulldogs 14-5 over the final 
eight minutes to pull away for the team’s eighth 
victory. 

The win secured the Raptors a spot in the 
Division II state tournament, slated to start in 
early-March. 

RHAM currently stands at 9-6 and plays the 
next two on the road, visiting East Hartford on 
Monday, Feb 5 at 5:30 p.m. before traveling to 
South Windsor on Thursday, Feb. 8, at 6:45 p.m. 

RHAM High School boys soccer coach Ray Bell (on right) was named the Class M/S 
Coach of the Year after guiding the Raptors to 15 total wins and the best record in the 
conference. Bell is pictured with assistant coach Tim Barry (left) and All-American 
senior Troy Miller.   

RHAM’s Bell Named Coach of Year
By Josh Howard

RHAM High School’s boys soccer coach Ray 
Bell was honored as the Class M/S Coach of the 
Year by the Connecticut Coaches Soccer Asso-
ciation on Jan. 21.

Dan Trudeau, RHAM’s athletic director, re-
ferred to Bell as a “great leader” as both the head 
coach of the soccer team in the fall and as the 
school’s softball coach in the spring.  

“I’m thrilled for Coach Bell to be awarded this 
well-deserved recognition,” added Trudeau. “As 
a longtime multi-sport coach at RHAM, Coach 
Bell has seen his teams through ups and downs 
with an unwavering commitment and dedica-
tion to their development as student-athletes.

Bell led his soccer squad to 15 total wins this 
fall as the Raptors clinched the regular season 
Central Connecticut (CCC) title, finishing un-
defeated in the CCC-East Region and winning a 
conference-best 78% of games overall.

Along with finishing atop arguably the tough-
est conference in the state, RHAM also ad-
vanced to the conference championship game 
and to the Class M state semifinals.

Bell said he was honored to receive the rec-
ognition, particularly the nomination from his 
peers, yet joked, “I would trade it in for state 
championship any day of the week.”

He added that he felt it was an award that the 
entire team earned, crediting longtime assistant 
coach Tim Barry.

“Tim has been with me from the beginning. 
It’s such an asset to have him,” added Bell. “We 
have two head coaches in my eyes. He is very 
loyal to me and we’re always on the same page.” 

Bell added that it was a special season for 
many reasons and pointed to a group of play-
ers that were “very coachable” and bought into 
what the coaching staff was preaching. 

The feeling between coaches and players was 
mutual as senior team captain Alex Grillo said 
that Bell was both humorous and motivational, 
using quotes like “hungry dogs run faster” to 
fire up the team. 

“Coach Bell has such a remarkable way to get 
through to players and bring us together as a 
team,” added Grillo. “He’s always open to criti-
cism, always willing to adapt, and after playing 
for him for four years, it’s easy to tell he loves it 
like he’s on the field with us.”

Grillo, Jacob Dooley, Truman Brodeur, Troy 
Miller were Bell’s all-conference players this 
past fall. Miller was later named All-State and 
All-American following the season. 

Bell’s team was also incredibly consistent this 
season, never losing by more than a single goal 
and sending both the conference championship 
game and the state semifinal matches into pen-
alty kicks.  

“It was a fun run,” Bell said of the season 
overall. “It’s a grind, but I’m looking forward to 
next year.”

Prior to coaching locally, Bell coached at East 
Hartford before taking over the boys’ soccer 
program at RHAM in 2013 and the softball pro-
gram a few years later. 

Bell now turns his attention to the softball 
season where the Raptors are coming off three 
straight state tournament appearances, posting 
a total of 40 wins over the last three seasons. 
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Soccer Stars… The U15 Colchester Girls (pictured here) and the U13 Colchester 
Boys  were finalists in the Southeast Connecticut Soccer League for the fall 2023 
season. Colchester individual awards were also given to Jacob Blanda, Abby Floyd 
and Coach Chris Gauthier. 

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Happy Groundhog Day!
Hopefully, Chuckles – Connecticut’s of-

ficial state groundhog, who makes his home 
at the Lutz Children’s Museum in Manchester 
– didn’t see his shadow this morning, thus en-
suring spring is just around the corner. Given 
that the sun is basically on the state’s missing 
persons list these days, I’d say it’s fairly likely 
he didn’t. 

I know it hasn’t been an overly brutal win-
ter this year, but I’m pretty much done with 
the highs in the 30s – or even the highs in the 
40s. I’m ready for warmth.

If you’re like me – and let’s face it, wouldn’t 
that be wonderful? – than you might be won-
dering where this whole Groundhog Day 
tradition comes from. Well, the answer lies 
across the pond – in Germany, to be exact. 

Here in the U.S., Groundhog Day got its 
start in Pennsylvania, specifically among the 
Pennsylvania Dutch. According to Wiki-
pedia, the Pennsylvania Dutch were largely 
immigrants from German-speaking areas 
of Europe. The Germans had a tradition of 
marking Candlemas (Feb. 2) as “Badger Day” 
(Dachstag). As per that German tradition, if 
a badger emerging from its den encountered 
a sunny day, thereby casting a shadow, it her-
alded four more weeks of winter.

The “Badger Day” component of Candle-
mas was itself an extension of the simpler tra-
dition that if the weather was sunny and clear 
on Candlemas Day, winter was expected to 
continue.

Interestingly, the original weather-pre-
dicting animal in Germany was the bear. But 
when those grew scarce, a new animal was ad-
opted – the friendly badger.

So, now you know. Isn’t your life more en-
riched? 

* * *
Congratulations to the Kansas City Chiefs, 

who are headed to the Super Bowl on Feb. 11 
to take on the San Francisco 49ers. I was root-
ing for the Lions instead of the 49ers this past 
Sunday, if only for fact that they’d never ever 
been to the Big Game. 

Alas, it wasn’t in the cards for Motor City 
this year. The Lions are an impressive team, 
so hopefully they’ll be back in the postseason 
mix next season – and hopefully their coach 
will remember it’s okay to try for a field goal. 
(It’s the playoffs; take the easy points.)

One positive about the Lions not making it, 
at least for me, is that I won’t be conflicted with 
who to root for on Super Bowl Sunday. The 
last few seasons, I’ve really taken a shine to the 
Chiefs. The New York Jets are and will remain 
my main team (as the song goes, “when you’re 
a Jet you’re a Jet all the way, from your first 
cigarette to your last dying day”), but since 
they also have this strange allergy to making 
the playoffs, I need someone to root for once 
January comes along. Enter the Chiefs.

Yes, the team has a rather un-P.C. name 
(though not nearly as bad as “Redskins” was 
– a moniker that took way too long to be re-
tired), but the players seem like a likeable 
bunch of folks. Plus, star quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes’ father, Pat, was a relief pitcher on 
two of my all-time favorite Mets squads – the 
1999 and 2000 editions – so I was predestined 
to root for his son. 

And, let’s face it, the midseason addition of 
Taylor Swift to their fanbase helped too. I’ve 
been a Taylor fan since the very beginning, her 
country music days (I rather enjoyed country 
music in the ‘90s and ‘00s; then it became way 
too reliant on that sophomoric “bro-country,” 
so I jumped ship). So when she began dating 
Travis Kelce and became a regular fixture at 
the games, well that just added another com-

Bulletin Board
As an alleged hoarder (according to my lovely wife) one of my quaint (if apparently less than 

endearing) habits is to tear various articles out of the newspaper and file them away for future 
reference. This practice might cause a little less friction if I had an orderly filing system rather 
than tucking the clipping (or, more accurately, “the tearing”) into the nearest book, adding it 
to the nearest pile of “whatever,” stowing it behind the couch cushion or simply leaving it on 
the floor.

Anyway, the other day one of these hoarded pieces of so-called “trash” (I prefer to refer to 
them as archived intellectual properties) surfaced as (in the pursuit of marital harmony) I was 
transferring a pile of “whatever” to “wherever.” Upon examination, I found myself fascinated 
anew by the odd mental processes of some of those who are allowed to walk amongst us with-
out stricter supervision. (I know, I know, look who’s talking.)

The article was a guest opinion piece written some years ago (judging by the yellowing of 
the thing) by an assistant professor of education at Endicott College. The assistant profes-
sor (which, I believe, is a post somewhat equivalent in stature to vice president of the public 
greeting department at your local bank) said that once every year he instructs his junior class 
education students to run out for 25 minutes and poll passers-by on what “place” from their 
past has special significance for them. (I don’t know what tuition is at Endicott, but I’m think-
ing it’s probably too much.)

The answers, he reveals in his opinion piece, are “fascinating but tragic.” Most folks polled 
list places like the house they grew up in, a special beach, a mountaintop, the old family 
kitchen or even their basement, he laments.  

This is tragic? My idea of “tragic” is learning that someone who owes me a lot of money has 
just passed away, or being told by a waitress that they’ve run out of chicken gravy, but perhaps 
assistant professors of education are less self-absorbed.

As for someone listing a basement as having special significance to them, I would not be 
so dismissive. Let me just say that during my hormonally chaotic teenage years, a variety of 
basements were the scene of both great exhilaration and (more regularly) great personal disap-
pointment and leave it at that. 

The assistant professor, who apparently grew up in a house without a basement, expresses 
bewilderment that one place is always missing from everyone’s list of memorable favorites.

School. It’s never mentioned.
“When my teachers-in-training first become aware of what’s missing, their mouths drop 

open,” he says.
It may be that their mouths dropped open because they were yawning, but perhaps I’m just 

jaded. 
The professor continues, “So the tragic question is this: Why does school never make the list 

as a special place? Why don’t we remember our fifth-grade classroom as fondly as we remem-
ber our kitchen, or any other place we have spent a lot of our time?” 

I’m thinking maybe it’s because eating raisin bread toast in the kitchen or fooling around in 
the basement is a lot more fun than struggling with trigonometry? Just a thought.

Nevertheless, the professor, who seems to have a tendency toward hysteric hyperbole, finds 
this lack of nostalgia for the classroom “shocking.” 

He suggests that school would be remembered more fondly if educators took steps to imple-
ment smaller class sizes, allow kids to get out of their seats to perform “their own stories and 
plays,” and promote “more joy and less conformity.” 

It’s been my experience that getting out of your seat to spontaneously perform your own 
“stories and plays” is a pretty fast track to an after-school detention, but I’m all for “more joy 
and less conformity.” 

Maybe we could start with making subjects like trigonometry optional. Speaking strictly for 
myself, that would have made my school experience, if not “more joyful,” certainly less tragic.

Jim Hallas

Maple-Flavored Roots
To the Editor:

I am thrilled to read that Hebron’s beloved 
Maple Fest will be returning to its roots. As re-
ported in last week’s Rivereast, Holly Habicht, 
president of The Town Center Project, Inc., stat-
ed it is time to “’resuscitate” the historic charm 
of the festival.” This is great news for Hebron’s 
residents and businesses.

Last year’s event brought the sour taste of 
backroom political maneuvering by Hebron’s 
town officials and harmful public diatribes by 
the former managing partner Windham Cham-
ber of Commerce. All in an effort to silence the 
sharing of historical facts and educating the 
residents of Hebron about the risks of develop-
ment on the Raymond Brook Watershed and 
unique historic farm fields at 17 Kinney Road. 
I remain committed to providing the important 
documented information that has been con-
firmed by numerous professors from UConn, a 
distinguished Yale University history professor 
and several preservation organizations, as well 
as the town’s own Hebron Green Committee. It 
is only with accurate information that Hebron 
can move forward with understanding and in-
tegrity.

I remember meeting Selden Wells and stand-
ing in his Sugar House on Kinney Road. The 
sweet steam of boiling maple sap and the lure 
of timeless stories filled the air. They were mo-
ments that define Hebron as a town full of “ru-
ral historic character.” I look forward to enjoy-
ing the maple-flavored roots of the Maple Fest 
and I am grateful for The Town Center Project’s 
efforts to support a positive change for the resi-
dents and businesses in Hebron.

Historical Society Thank You
To the Editor:

The Hebron Historical Society would like to 
thank those who responded to our request for 
help in repairing a caned chair seat. The fine oak 
chair will rejoin its mates in the Peters House 
this spring.

We are currently seeking someone to help 
with communications and bookkeeping, if you 
can offer your time please contact us at info@
hebronhistoricalsociety.org.

Please visit us at Old Town Hall during Maple 
Fest and plan to participate in our April walking 
tours of Hope Valley/Reidy Hill mill sites.

Thank you again to those
who offered their support,
Hebron Historical Society

We Have to be Heard
To the Editor:

Hold on to your hats and don’t let the tsunami 
of a tax increase knock your socks off either.

Folks, we have to be heard. We have to voice 
our opinions about this fiscal atrocity coming to 
grab whatever money we have to feed its coffers.

All I can say is be prepared for the financial 
hit that will be a hardship for many and put 
many more in financial ruin.

Stay tuned for all the ways you can speak and 
be heard if you don’t want to attend a meeting in 
person. It’s important that our voices be heard 
and to those in charge recognize that this bud-
get is out of line and puts the residents/taxpay-
ers of East Hampton close to financial ruin.

A concerned citizen, 
Alison Walck – East Hampton
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
ponent to their likeability. I can root for the 
Chiefs and root for Taylor at the same time; 
a win-win.

* * *
Lastly, with spring – hopefully – just around 

the corner, it’s time for high school seniors to 
think about college scholarships. 

And if you’re a current or former LGBTQ-
IA2S+ student of a Middletown high school 
(including Mercy, Xavier, and Vinal), there’s a 
new scholarship opportunity for you. 

Middletown Pride, in collaboration with 
the City of Middletown’s LGBTQIA2S+ Com-
mission, is accepting applications for its first-
ever Middletown Pride Scholarship Program. 
This will be a one-time scholarship in the 
amount of at least $1,000 awarded for educa-
tion expenses, including tuition, books & sup-
plies, and/or room & board.  

To be eligible, you have to be a student at 
one of those schools mentioned above, and 
are currently enrolled, or plan to be enrolled, 

in an accredited college or university for un-
dergraduate or graduate studies.

Applications will be reviewed and selected 
by a sub-committee of the City of Middle-
town’s LGBTQIA2S+ Commission, involving 
commissioners and community members. 

For applications, go to www.middletown-
pride.org/middletown-pride-scholarship-
program. Completed applications must be 
received no later than Friday, March 15.

Winners will be notified after April 19, and 
scholarships will be awarded during the Pride 
Rally at Middletown PrideFEST on Saturday, 
June 1. Recipients must be present in person 
to accept the award. 

For more information, contact LGBTQ-
IA2S+ Commission staff member Christo-
pher Forte at 860-638-4820 or Christopher.
Forte@MiddletownCT.gov. 

* * *
See you next week.

Conjure
To the Editor:

‘Know what they say?…. “Every girl’s crazy 
‘bout a sharp dressed man.” -ZZ Top. After 
listening to interviews with Billy Gibbons, I 
couldn’t help but think, sharp dressed men are 
easy on the eyes, but intelligence, in any person, 
is far more appealing and Gibbons, apparently, 
has not only style and intelligence but kindness 
as well.

Anti-Hebron, a threat to the community, 
grotesque waste, scenic disappointment and 
uninformed, do these words conjure up sharply 
dressed thoughts or ominous associations?

#save17’s agenda is crystal clear and appeals 
to most residents. We want to remain in our 
homes, in our charming neighborhoods, and 
with our safe well water intact. Development, 
of any kind, on the Raymond Brook Watershed 
threatens our way of life, with or without a Pub-
lic Works. #save17 also feels it’s time for Town 
Hall to initiate conversations about well water 
problems and remediation.  Water pollution 
is a multi-billion dollar affliction in the USA. 
From plumbing to pharmaceuticals, this pollu-
tion is readily justified based on huge monetary 
gains.

But what about history? What kind of per-
sonalities feel threatened by town history? Can 
we, as a nation, justify blocking card table dis-
cussions with police cruisers? How troubling 
our future would look should any politician 
be free to halt historic discussions. What is it 
about Hebron’s history that could justify politi-
cal committees feeling uncomfortable? What do 
their justifications say about them? Humans 
have shared history for thousands of years 
through journals, documents, stories and art. 
Private homes still remain full of family dialogs 
pertaining to their history.

Does history block progress? Historically, 
developments increase taxes, destroy farmland 
and contaminate groundwaters. Words like un-
informed, conjure up unappealing truths about 
mankind’s progress, including unnecessarily 
wasting rural landscapes and drinking water 
that people are still crazy about all across Amer-
ica. #save17

JeanTulimieri – Amston

Liberals’ Lack
of Understanding

To the Editor:
Apparently having “two math degrees” is sup-

posed to carry some kind of gravitas, like the in-
tellectual version of urinating on a tree to mark 
your territory. Unfortunately, in the end, you 
still risk urinating on your feet. Case in point…
Scott Sauyet.

Liberals consistently show a complete lack of 
understanding…of everything. “Most people 
are better off ” is a Sauyet statement that will live 
in infamy as another fallacious liberal talking 
point. Scott apparently doesn’t leave his house, 
and gets all of his information from either Ra-
chel Maddow or from on-line, politically biased 
data bases.

His comments about inflation are misleading, 
and wrong. In 2020-23, inflation surpassed 10% 
(conservatively speaking) after being <2% un-
der Trump. Did you try buying anything? Cars, 
groceries, garden supplies, oil, gas, electricity, 
a house? Now that inflation is dropping after 4 

 Get Engaged
To the Editor:

If time doesn’t permit you to attend Town 
Council meetings or maybe you are not com-
fortable in speaking during a public meeting, 
now you have a more comfortable way to express 
your thoughts, concerns and to let your voice be 
heard! The Town Council recently implemented 
a way for our citizens to record an audio mes-
sage or video to express their thoughts on town 
initiatives. 

How does it work? Below is the link to access 
from our Town website under the tab “Submit 
a video or Record audio comment’ to the Town 
Council. Your video or audio message will be 
read during Public Comments and recorded 
into Public Record.

Let your voice be heard and let the Town 
Council know what your thoughts are as we go 
through the budget season. It is up to you East 
Hampton to voice your thoughts and concerns 
this budget season.

https://vocalvideo.com/c/town-of-east-
hampton

Remember it is your money, your family and 
your town! Get engaged!

Respectfully,
Deb Cunningham, Member

East Hampton Town Council 

Reflection on Trump
To the Good and Decent People of America:

The “Thousand Year Reich” came out of the 
shadows with the Jan. 6th strike against our 
country. The dark army, summoned by our for-
mer president, violently marched into the Capi-
tol with the intention to subvert the election and 
destroy our Constitution. Awaken and arise, be-
loved citizens. You cannot afford to sit this one 
out. We must resist the emerging Trump dicta-
torship. Trump has stated that martial law will 
be declared at the onset of his next presidency. 
The military shall be employed to enslave the 
populous, remove our freedoms. One must also 
assume that all personal firearms will be collect-
ed to quell any chance of revolt. This was done 
in 1933 when Hitler came to power in Germany. 

We must stop the GOP Gestapo, which has 
organized to engage in retribution against all 
opposition against the Trump machine. We 
previously witnessed actions against blue states. 
We must condemn the Republican legislators 
and senators who have laid siege and stifled 
all progress with the goal of making a Trump 
administration look superior. Such blatant in-
action supports the Trump-Putin alliance to 
destroy Ukraine. Such blatant inaction halts 
reasonable reform on immigration, abortion 
rights, and gun control etc. Inaction is danger-
ous to our national security. Belligerent anti-
progress staged to amplify hateful conflict with 
the Biden Democratic Agenda threatens to 
nullify any semblance of government We will 
soon see if the Supreme Court will buckle to the 
NAZI threat as Trump has claimed immunity to 
prosecution with both his insurrection and 14th 
Amendment challenges. 

Our duty is clear. We must resist and oppose 
the Republican poison in local, state, and fed-
eral elections. Vote them out now or fight them 
in Civil War later. Vote for democracy, vote like 
hell, or you won’t have a country left.

Spencer Killian – East Hampton

Our Tax Dollars at Work
To the Editor:

I recently read that a hotel in New York City 
had an overflow of illegal immigrants imported 
by that Washington idiot named Joe. I looked 
into it and found that the Roosevelt Hotel had 
1,000 rooms booked, filled with illegal immi-
grants, mostly from Venezuela. Venezuela is 
1,600 miles from Miami and nearly 4,000 miles 
from New York City! How do these “poor” peo-
ple get to our country? These illegals also get 
three free meals a day, free clothes and a free cell 
phone. Now they can call their friends in Ven-
ezuela to come and join them. They have been 
living in that luxury hotel for six months! There 
is no timeline for removal. This could be their 
permanent home! Who would want to leave? 
These rooms go for $250 a night! At that rate 
we taxpayers are paying about $100,000 per year 
for each illegal! 

That’s only one hotel in one city. I spoke with 
a friend a few days ago that attends different  
fishing shows to promote his fishing lures. He 
told me he just tried to book a room in a city in 
Florida,  but the rooms were all filled with you 
know what! How many more hotels are filled to 
capacity with these criminals? 

Does Connecticut have any? Yes, 113,000. 
Most are from Mexico, Guatemala, Brazil, Ec-
uador, India and Asia. I don’t speak Spanish but 
it won’t be too long before we all will need to 
speak  Spanish.

Why do our senators and other politicians al-
low this? Why is Joe not in prison? I could go on 
and on, but it’s useless!

Remember to Flush the Toilet this November!
Frank Blume – Colchester

Art on the Wing
To the Editor:

Of the most beautiful mammals found in the 
Americas, the hoary bat should be at the top of 
the list. It has dark, silvery, luxuriant fur tinged 
with white, producing a hoarfrost effect, a buffy 
yellow throat patch, and a stunning two-toned 
wing pattern like an art-deco design.

Hoary bats (Lasiurus cinereus) are relatively 
large, weighing between 20 – 35 grams. They are 
uncommon but widespread throughout most of 
North America and ranging into Central Amer-
ica. They are also found in southeastern Canada, 
and sub-species inhabit Hawaii, Bermuda, and 
Iceland. They feed primarily on moths, beetles, 
flies, and crickets.

Except for females with young, hoary bats 
roost solitarily in trees. They hang out in the 
leaves and use their furry tail membrane to 
wrap themselves up, typically hanging from 
one foot, thus resembling a dry leaf. Their grey-
white coloration and furred tail membrane are 
excellent adaptations for this lifestyle.

The hoary bat is a migratory species. Instead 
of spending the cold months hibernating in 
caves and such, this solitary bat travels to warm-
er southern states. Hoary bats undergo this sea-
sonal migration from summer ranges across 
most of North America to southern and coastal 
winter habitats. Hoary bats will also hibernate 
for short periods of time.

The echolocation calls of hoary bats are just 
above maximum human hearing range. In addi-
tion, they produce may short ‘micro calls’; they 
also sometimes fly and navigate without using 
echolocation.

Wind turbine collisions are a major conserva-
tion concern for hoary bats. They make up the 
largest proportion of bat fatalities at wind en-
ergy facilities in North America; the population 
is predicted to experience severe declines in the 
next 50 years, though management efforts such 
as turbine curtailment show promise for reduc-
ing this risk.

Other threats include deforestation and hu-
man disturbance, particularly in their southern 
wintering grounds.

Maureen Heidtmann – East Hampton

Democracy
To the Editor:

Is democracy fragile and easily destroyed, or 
flexible and resilient? Imagine a circle. At the 
top is totalitarianism. At the bottom is chaos. 
Through the middle of the circle is the temper-
ate zone. It respects the concept that those ruled 
ought to have a say in their rulers, that rulers 
should be accountable to rule of law, that the 
judiciary, those interpreting and implementing 
the laws, should not be controlled by a dicta-
tor, and that freedom of religion, freedom to 
debate, and freedom of peaceful assembly are 
sacrosanct. From chaos, there are two big ar-
rows going all the way up to dictatorship, one 
on the right and one on the left, you can get 
there either way. Witness a breakdown of the 
institutions that keep things running – the sup-
ply chain, the tax department, healthcare, the 
schools – and chaos will be the result. [Dicta-
tors] say things like, burn it all down, and only 
I can fix it. How close are we to the great, big 
arrows? In the United States, too close. 

The extremist right already has a plan to 
make Donald Trump dictator for life, and it in-
cludes widespread purges and the bringing of all 
branches of government under the direct con-
trol of the president. This is to be done in the 
name of a faux Christian ideology, which bears 
as much relation to the core tenets of Christi-
anity as gravel does to breakfast. Those work-
ing to enact this plan will attempt to weaken or 
abolish as many democratic institutions as they 
can, so they can say, look, democracy doesn’t 
work. It’s broken. What is the antidote? Educate 
people about the hazards, strengthen essential 
democratic institutions, diminish the possibil-
ity for chaos by combating the effects of climate 
change and enabling a more widespread mate-
rial prosperity. Call the bluff. (Excerpts from 
Democracy by Margaret Atwood via Financial 
Times on YouTube)

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

years of devastation, liberals rationalize the out-
come (while blaming Trump). It’s like the hus-
band who’s been sleeping with the babysitter for 
4 years and tells his wife, “Don’t worry, honey. 
I’ve stopped sleeping with her so let’s just for-
get about it and move on”. That requires a very 
dumb wife…and a really ballsy husband.

And Scott, please, don’t talk about lumber. It’s 
like you’re wearing a t-shirt that says “Kick Me”. 
You’re an academic with keyboard hands. I buy 
lumber. A lot. Trump’s tariffs had their greatest 
effect in 2017-19, not 2020-23, and they only 
scratched the surface. In 2019, 16 foot, pressure 
treated 2x12 boards were $32. In 2020 they were 
$84. Now, $45. Do your math degrees cover ad-
dition and subtraction, or just integrals, second 
derivatives, and matrices? Your assessment of 
Trump’s tariffs, like most liberal assessments, is 
biased, unfair, and misleading. But what should 
we expect from the co-chair of the Andover 
Democratic Town Committee? #phonyandclue-
less

Undauntedly,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

For more information on the efforts to pre-
serve the Raymond Brook Watershed, our finite 
supply of clean drinking water, and the irre-
placeable historic features at 17 Kinney Road, 
please visit Save Hebron Center on Facebook 
and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

C
IT

10
-2

2-
20



Page 6 NEWS BULLETIN •  February 2, 2024

Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

CI
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23

Andover • Andover • Andover • An

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT 860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 2/29/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 2/29/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Online Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com

R
E1

-2
6-

24

$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out 
Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Brunch Is Back!
Saturday

February 3rd

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School Early 

Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2024, are eligible to attend. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at 
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Scholarship Opportunity
The East Hartford Garden Club has an-

nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a 
resident of Andover, Bolton, Bloomfield, Cov-
entry, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glaston-
bury, Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storrs 
or Windsor Locks.

The student must plan on majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-
servation, forestry, environmental concerns, 
botany and other allied subjects.

Applications with the submittal instructions 
are available at the guidance department of the 
attending school. All completed applications 
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

Commission, Committee 
Members Needed

Any Andover elector interested in serving on 
one of the following committees or commis-
sions should send a letter of interest via email to 
townclerk@andoverct.org:

Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Ethics Com-
mission, Inland Wetlands Commission alter-
nate, Ordinance Review Committee.

School Budget Q&A 
The Andover Board of Education will hold a 

public question and answer session on the pro-
posed 2024-25 budget on Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 
7 p.m. over Zoom. The Meeting ID is 872 2061 
0398, and the passcode is 200920.

Town Hall Closed
The Town Office Building will be closed Mon-

day, Feb. 12, for Lincoln’s Birthday, and will also 
be closed Monday, Feb. 19, for Presidents’ Day.

Andover Senior Trip
The Andover Seniors will go to the Aqua Turf 

Club in Plantsville on Tuesday, March 12, from 
11 a.m.-3:30 p.m., for a St. Patrick’s Day Cel-
ebration.

The celebration will feature the McLean Av-
enue Band and Irish Step Dancers. Family-style 
corned beef and cabbage and baked cod will be 
served. 

The cost for any Andover senior is $30; pay-
ment must be received by Feb. 19 to reserve 
your seat. Transportation will be provided from 
the Town Office Building on School Road.

Vendors, Bakers Needed
Vendors and bakers are needed for the an-

nual senior luncheon fundraiser to be held 
Sunday, Feb. 4, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Ando-
ver Elementary School, 35 School Rd.

For more information, contact Cathy at 
860-916-6122 or nanasworld@comcast.net. 
All money received goes to supporting the 
senior luncheon program.

LEGAL NOTICE
ANDOVER BOARD OF

ASSESSMENT APPEALS
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Assessment Appeals of 
the Town of Andover will be in session in the Community Room, 
Town Office Building, 17 School Road on the dates listed below.  
The purpose of the hearings is to appeal assessments placed 
on the October 1, 2023 Grand List for Real Estate, Personal 
Property pursuant to Section 12-111 of the General Statutes of 
the State of Connecticut and Supplemental Motor Vehicles for 
the 2022 Grand List.  Applicants must fill out an appeal form and 
the last day for appeal form to be received by the Town Clerk’s 
Office is February 20, 2024.  
The dates for the sessions are as follows:
 Saturday, March 2, 2024, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
 Monday, March 4, 2024, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 Monday, March 11, 2024 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 Wednesday, March 13, 2024 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 Monday, March 18, 2024 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 Saturday, March 23, 2024  9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
All appeals are by appointment only.  Appellants will be notified, 
in writing by mail of their appeal hearing date and time.
Andover Board of Assessment Appeals
Linda Armstrong
Alan Roy
Emily Timreck 1TB 2/2

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE2-2-2447 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Join us for the 
Big Game

Party
 on Sunday,
Feb. 11th!

CALL AHEAD FOR WING ORDERS TO GO!

Friday, 2/2
“The Back Nine”

Friday, 2/9
“Who Asked Lisa”

Friday, 2/16 “Distilled”

$3 Bud &
 Bud Lt. Draft
$2 PBR All Day

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 4-6pm
$1 OFF 10 Wings
$2 OFF 20 Wings
$3 OFF 30 Wings
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Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2024-25 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2024, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten or not attend school 
until the following year, and parents who will be 
home-schooling, are asked to inform the school 
of this decision.

Vacancy on Finance Board
Any Andover elector who is interested in 

serving on the Board of Finance should send a 
letter of interest to: Town of Andover, c/o Board 
of Finance vacancy, 17 School Rd., Andover, 
CT 06232, or email a letter to townclerk@ando-
verct.org.

Library Friends Annual Appeal 
The Andover Friends of the Library group is 

holding its annual campaign in support of the 
library. The Friends ask all community mem-
bers, including the already lifetime members, to 
consider joining, renewing and donating.

A donation is required to become a member 
of this 501(c)(3c) nonprofit organization: $3 for 
senior or student; $5, individual; $10, family; 
$25, business; $150, lifetime; and $500, patron. 

Donations of any amount are appreciated and 
can be mailed to: Andover Friends of the Li-
brary, P.O. Box 117, Andover, CT 06232.

Membership forms are emailed to current 
and former members and are also available by 
visiting the library at 355 Route 6, or by calling 
860-742-7428. To access the form online, go to 
tinyurl.com/y79tnv8j. 

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordi-
nator Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. 
Transportation is available for all events. For all 
Young at Heart events, including movies, call 
Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call Town 
Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 for all 
trip information. For all senior events and in-
formation, visit the senior page of the town 
website, andoverct.org.

Note: Senior transportation calls are now 
only heard from 9 a.m.-noon. If you call at any 
other time, leave your name, phone number, 
date, time and address of your appointment. A 
return call will be given within 24 hours.

Senior Luncheons: Fridays, Feb. 2 and 16, at 
noon, at the Town Hall community room; no 
walk-ins accepted. On 2/2, lunch will be soup, 
salad, dessert and beverages. Jed Larson will 

be there to speak to seniors on the town’s Plan 
of Conservation and Development project for 
2025. On 2/, the menu will be beef, shrimp and 
chicken, black beans, rice, dessert and beverag-
es. Speaker will be Scott Yeomans, showing his 
latest photography,

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available 
for the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. and 
for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pantry 
– all of which take place at Andover Congrega-
tional Church. 

Transportation Available: Calling Palazzi 
for rides to the following: Food Pantry, on Mon-
days at 5 p.m.; shopping on Tuesdays to either 
Manchester or Willimantic; on Wednesdays to 
Foodshare or food pantry; to Young at Heart 
meetings the first and third Wednesdays of the 
month, and to movies once a month; and to se-
nior lunches Fridays.

Senior Lunch
Fundraiser Sunday

Andover’s annual senior lunch fundrais-
er will be held Sunday, Feb. 4, from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., at the Andover Elementary School 
gym, 35 School Rd.

There will be vendors, baked goods, raf-
fles, baskets, crocheted and knitted articles, 
jewelry, postcards, food from Chili’s, and 
more. Money raised supports the senior 
luncheon program held bi-monthly. 

For more information – or if a senior and 
in need of transportation – contact Cathy 
Palazzi, senior coordinator, at 860-916-
6122 or nanasworld@comcast.net.

A History of
Huskies Hoops

All are invited to “A History of Huskies 
Hoops” with author Marty Gitlin on Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, at 6:30 p.m., at Andover Public Library, 
355 Route 6. 

This presentation will celebrate the history 
of the UConn basketball teams. Gitlin will talk 
about great Huskies players over the years, and 
will include trivia questions and a Q&A at the 
end of the program. 

RSVP is requested for planning purposes, by 
calling 860-742-7428. 

‘Souper Bowl’ Grinder Sale
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold its 31st annual Souper 
Bowl Grinder Sale Sunday, Feb. 11. Pick-up 
will be from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at the church, 

Grinder selections are ham, turkey or tuna. 
Or perhaps you’d like a garden salad. All op-
tions include chips and a soda. There will also 
be chili, in quarts. 

Also this year, the church will offer whole 

and half Stadium Platters, which consist of 
barbecue pulled pork sliders, mac and cheese, 
coleslaw, chips and snacks.  Whole feeds 12 
and is $45; half feeds 6 and is $25.

Pre-order is requested to ensure enough 
food for all. To place an order, leave a message 
at the church at 860-742-7696 or get an order 
form at www.andoverctchurch.org.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams live 
on the church’s Facebook page (First Congrega-
tional Church, Andover, CT). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 860-742-7696, 
email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or visit 
www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Sunday school is pro-

vided.
Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Take Your Child to
the Library Day

Andover Public Library is celebrating Take 
Your Child to the Library Day Wednesday, Feb. 
21, at 6 p.m., at the library, 355 Route 6. Mr. 
Magic (also known as attorney Richard Roth-
stein) will perform.

Though the show is geared more towards 
kids, all ages are invited to this free program. 
For more information, call  860-742-7428.

Input Sought for POCD
By Michael Sinkewicz

Andover officials are looking to update the 
town’s Plan of Conservation & Development 
(POCD) – and they need your help.

Every municipality across the state is required 
to amend or adopt a POCD at least once every 
10 years, as per state statute 

Andover’s Planning & Zoning Commission 
(PZC) has initiated the process of updating its 
own document, and will solicit feedback from 
local boards, such as the Economic Develop-
ment Commission and Board of Selectmen.

But community input represents a valuable 
asset that should also be incorporated into the 
final draft, according to Andover’s town plan-
ner, John Guszkowski.

The goal is to adopt the new plan in 2025, 
which ensures plenty of time to seek insight and 
guidance from residents, he explained. To help 
advance that mission, the town recently rolled 
out a new survey that will allow people to share 
their thoughts and provide “a sense of where the 
Andover community is.”

“It’s an opportunity for residents to sound off 
and have their voices heard,” said Guszkowski, 

who serves as town planner on a consulting basis.
The survey, which includes 16 questions, can 

be found online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
AndoverPoCD and additional questions or com-
ments can be sent to planner@andoverct.org.

Andover’s POCD was last updated in 2015, 
and includes a “laundry list” of items that cover 
a variety of municipal visions and goals, ad-
dressing issues of infrastructure, housing, open 
space, schools and agriculture.

Developing the plan is the responsibility of 
each municipality, and public hearings will be 
held before the final version is ultimately imple-
mented. The survey is a piece to the overall pro-
cess of updating the POCD, which is part of the 
reason its launch is happening long in advance.

“There’s a lot of time to begin the conversa-
tions and not rush it,” Guszkowski said.

He indicated that the survey will likely re-
main live for at least a few months, which will 
maximize community engagement. The results 
will hopefully lead to “prioritization” and iden-
tify areas residents want to address or focus on 
over the next decade.

“It forces some choices,” Guszkowski said. 
For example, one question asks the respon-

dent to rank seven different economic devel-
opment priorities; the choices include options 
such as “more retail along Route 6 (grocery, 
pharmacy, convenience),” and “focusing on 
growing existing small businesses.”

Others implore, “What types of housing 
should be provided in Andover?” and for indi-
viduals to rank different priorities for town in-
vestment, including alternative energy sources, 
recreational fields and upgrades to roads, bridg-
es and culverts. 

The survey allows residents to rate numer-
ous issues, such as climate change, crime and 
affordability, on a scale ranging from “very con-
cerned” to “not concerned at all.”

There are also open-ended questions that 
allow respondents to flesh out certain ideas in 
greater detail. Those questions include, “What 
is something you hope will happen in Andover 

over the next ten years?” and, “What is some-
thing you are worried about in Andover over 
the next ten years?”

The results will become a “data point” for offi-
cials to reference and assimilate into their work 
moving forward.

Upon its approval, the POCD can poten-
tially have a major influence on town decisions. 
Any significant policy change, Guszkowski ex-
plained, “will need to conform with the plan.”

If the town attempts take actions that directly 
conflict with the POCD, “it’ll be a problem.”

“Statements of the [POCD] became policy 
that’s carried forward,” he said.

When seeking federal and state funding, “the 
presence of those goals goes a long way in en-
suring it’s delivered,” Guszkowski added, ex-
plaining that the town is more likely to secure 
grants when the project is aligned with the over-
arching themes outlined in a POCD.

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Dr. Steven Rafalowsky
Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT
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COSTLY EMERGENCY DENTAL VISITS
ARE EASILY PREVENTABLE

 Hospital emergency room dental visits and treatment of preventable dental conditions 
are estimated at billions of dollars annually. They account for a significant number of 
emergency department visits. Patients who seek emergency treatment for dental 
conditions  usually are treated with quick fixes and pain medications, leaving essential 
dental repair to the patient’s dentist. However, quick-fix  and last resort treatments do 
not address underlying conditions and are an inefficient treatment for avoidable future 
dental care issues. When factoring in all-over health, it is important to understand the 
difference between treating “the symptom” versus focusing on “the cause.” Regular dental 
check-ups ensure patients receive the dental care necessary to maintain proper oral and 
overall health and prevent unnecessary and costly emergency care.
 It’s so much easier to prevent a dental tragedy than have to treat it when it turns 
serious. Place your oral health in our capable hands. We’ll work together as a team with 
you to achieve the long-term benefits that quality dentistry affords. You can trust us to 
help you keep on top of a healthy dental profile that will serve you well into your future. 
For routine dental maintenance visits to late-breaking emergencies, give us a call.
 P.S. The average person spends 38.5 total days brushing his or her teeth over a lifetime.
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Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203. Classes subject to cancellation 
if minimum registration isn’t met. In-person 
classes subject to change to virtual based on 
state regulations.

Youth Programs: Acrylic Landscape Paint-
ing: Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m., Feb. 14-March 
6, at MES, for grades 1 & 2. Fee: $90/residents, 
$95/non-residents.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
the Marlborough Senior Center, for grades 6-8. 
Fee: $110/resident, $115/non-resident.

Adult Programs: Zumba: Thursdays through 
Feb. 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. There is a $10/
week drop-in fee.

Outsmarting the Bad Guys: Cyber and 
Phone Security for Seniors: Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
3-4 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee: 
$25/residents, $30/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Volleyball: Thurs-

days, 8-10 p.m., at MES. Fee: $5 per week.
Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 

a.m., through March 31, at MES. Fee is $5 per 
week.

Trips: UConn Huskies vs. St. John’s Red 
Storm (Men’s Basketball): Saturday, Feb. 3, at 
Madison Square Garden. Trip includes charter 
bus, tickets to the game (200 level) and free time 
in New York. Registration fee is $180. Bus leaves 
from Putnam Park and Ride in Glastonbury at 
7 a.m.

Boston Bruins vs. New York Islanders: Sat-
urday, March 2, 7:30 p.m., at UBS arena. Trip 
includes charter bus, cookout before the game, 
and tickets to the game. Registration fee is 
$195. Bus leaves from Putnam park and ride in 
Glastonbury at 1:30 p.m.

Boston Saint Patrick’s Day Parade: Sun-
day, March 17. Trip Includes charter bus, food 
before the parade, food after the parade, and 
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee 
is $85. Bus leave from Putnam park and ride at 
7:30 a.m.

Schools Chief Presents $8.66M Budget Proposal
By Michael Sinkewicz

Marlborough Superintendent of Schools Hol-
ly Hageman presented her proposed budget for 
the 2024-25 fiscal year, requesting an $8.66 mil-
lion spending plan — a $226,893, or 2.69%, in-
crease over current-year spending.

In addition, Hageman called for a $75,000 
capital plan — $10,000 less than the current 
budget — that would address three projects at 
Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary School.

Following her initial presentation in front 
of the Board of Education (BOE) last week, 
Hageman will return to answer questions on 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, when the school board will 
look to adopt its formal spending plan.

While the school chief said she hadn’t re-
viewed what other local districts had proposed 
for the upcoming fiscal year, Marlborough’s in-
crease “is probably in pretty good standing rela-
tive to our neighbors.”

In Hebron, for example, the superintendent 
submitted a proposal for a 7.35% increase, al-
though that figure may ultimately decrease in 
the weeks ahead.

Hageman asserted that the main budget driv-
ers for the 2024-25 year are health benefits, con-
tractual increases and staffing changes.

Each of the three member towns in Region 
8 — Hebron, Marlborough and Andover — rely 
on its regional health and medical insurance 
consortium, which sets health insurance premi-
um rates. Accordingly, each town will be levied 
with the same figure, which increased signifi-
cantly for the upcoming budget season.

For now, the rate is set to increase 16.5% due 
to “very heavy claims” during the 2023-24 fis-
cal year, according to Hageman. In total, health 
benefits account for 9.3% of the spending plan.

“It could go down,” she said, referring to the 
consortium’s proposed rate hike. “But I wouldn’t 
be banking on it.”

Hageman explained that in the current fiscal 
year, the rate increased 1.5%; it dropped by 6% 
in 2022-23 and it remained flat in 2021-22. In 
order to prevent the rate from reaching a 20% 
increase for the upcoming fiscal year, the con-
sortium tapped into its reserves to mitigate the 
burden on the school districts. 

The new rate was penciled in under the as-
sumption that claims would remain high, Hage-
man added, meaning that the figure likely won’t 
escalate further.

“I’d like to think it won’t go up,” she said.
Other increases packaged into the budget in-

clude contractual obligations for salaries, utili-

ties, transportation, heating oil and fuel. A new 
bus contract would result in 6% increase, but 
that figure may dip as the negotiation reaches 
its final stage.

There are a few notable staffing proposals 
that would bolster the district, Hageman said, 
including a part-time — .45 full-time equiva-
lent (FTE) — pupil services director, an addi-
tional registered behavior technician (RBT) for 
the school’s applied behavior analysis program 
(ABA), and two new paraeducators.

The pupil services position was eliminated 
six years ago, and its reinstatement would allow 
the administrative team to shift back to its tra-
ditional responsibilities.

“What we’re seeking to accomplish,” Hage-
man said, “is to have the building administra-
tor’s roles return to what principals do.”

Principals, she explained, should be over-
seeing programs and interacting with students 
both inside and outside the classroom.

Principal Dan White and Assistant Principal 
Kim Kelley were tasked with overseeing certain 
areas, such as special education, which they 
did successfully. But without their institutional 
knowledge, Hageman said “the district might’ve 
had some difficulties and might’ve made some 
mistakes.”

The additional RBT would further solidify 
what Hageman described as a “bonafide ABA 
program.” Marlborough currently employs two 
RBTs that are fully funded through a state grant; 
the district had requested three positions, and 
ultimately received funding for two employees.

By strengthening the program, the district 
will be able to limit the number of student out-
placements as well.

“The more we can serve our students in-
house, the better; better for them, and better for 
the budget,” Hageman said.

Over the past two years, there has been one 
out-of-district placement, which is expected to 
drop to zero for the next school year — “that’s a 
major budget saver,” she said.

“We’re able to keep children at their home 
school with their peers exceptionally well.”

In 2023-24, the district budgeted for one pre-
K section, but ended up running two instead; 
the additional preschool teacher has been built 
into the upcoming fiscal year spending plan. 
However, the overall amount of class sections 
and teachers across the district will remain 
steady at 25, after the district shuffled the per-
sonnel in grades K-6.

The state legislature recently passed Public 
Act 23-208, which changed the birth cutoff date 
for kindergarten enrollment from Jan. 1 to Sept. 
1. Accordingly, any child turning five on Sept. 2, 
2024, through Sept. 1, 2025, will join kindergar-
ten in the 2025-26 school year. Parents can also 
submit requests for their child to be admitted 
through a screening done by school personnel.

Through its expanded pre-K offerings, Marl-
borough will likely be able to adjust to the new 
legislation without significant issue. Its program 
incorporates space for special needs students, 
seats for peer models and additional room for 
those who are no longer eligible for kindergar-
ten for the 2024-25 school year.

“Here we’ll be in very good shape and we’re 
fortunate for that, but it’s a real challenge in 
other communities,” Hageman said.

In total, 14 children in Marlborough could 
potentially fall into the time period that would 
impact their kindergarten enrollment.

“This is a real substantial change for the fami-
lies that this impacts,” Hageman said. “We’re not 
going to force any children to stay in pre-k that 
otherwise would’ve been age-eligible because 
that’s just not a nice way to interact with fami-
lies.”

Across the state, thousands of children could 
be affected by the change, and districts are 
having to work through their own transitions. 
Hageman expressed that perhaps the state 
could’ve provided a universal pre-K program to 
ease some of the expected complications.

“For families to potentially need to pay for 
another year of pre-K is a real hardship for a lot 
of families without a real backup plan on the 
state level,” she said.

The district’s overall enrollment is expected 
to remain relatively flat compared to the current 
school year before growing over the next 10 
years. One BOE member asked if future apart-
ment complexes being developed in town would 
affect the projections. Based on Hageman’s con-
versations with the town planner, the projects 

aren’t expected to change future enrollment.
“That is a question mark,” she expressed. 

“There’s no real way to know.”
For the capital plan, Hageman listed three 

different projects totaling $75,000. She stated 
that the items were coordinated with the town 
manager.

The district is requesting funding to finish 
waterproofing the brick exterior of the elemen-
tary school; it’s a four-year project that began 
during the 2021-22 school year and $30,000 
earmarked in the 2024-25 proposal.

Next, the district needs to replace four doors 
and door frames, costing $20,000. Previously, 
the district spent $51,000 to replace 10 other 
doors. And to repair sidewalks outside of the 
school, Hageman requested $25,000.

Budget Breakdown
Contractual personnel salaries for adminis-

trators and teachers will cost the district $4.59 
million — an increase of $142,598, or just over 
3%.

Non-certified salaries, including those for 
office and technology support, paraeducators, 
custodians and nurses, spiked to $1.55 million 
— 9%, or $127,875 more than the current fiscal 
year.

Employee benefits went up .52%, landing at 
$1.13 million.

Purchased professional services, including 
AHM Youth and Family Services, decreased by 
around 4%, for a total of $236,942 in the 2024-
25 budget.

Purchased property services — covering 
electricity, sewer/water and contracts for facil-
ity maintenance — accounts for $341,090 in 
the budget — an increase of around $22,000, or 
nearly 7%.

Other purchased services, including the bus 
contract, liability insurance and tuition, de-
creased by nearly 9%, or $50,000, for a total of 
of $521,370.

Supplies account for $276,327 — a drop of 
over 4%.
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New Patients
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her team, and over the years, Tucker has become 
somewhat of an expert. Training can be done on 
an ATV, which helps the dogs build muscle.

Tucker was on an ATV back in October 2008 
when she had that near-fatal crash. While she 
doesn’t remember any details, according to a 
2013 Patch article, the accident left her “laying 
in a pool of blood on the road, completely non-
responsive.” She was rushed to the hospital and 
placed on a ventilator for four days. When they 
tried unhooking her, she crashed and was im-
mediately put back on life support.  

Tucker had bleeding in her skull, a large 
laceration on the outside, her brain had been 
pushed forward, and she’d sustained a fracture 
to her right clavicle bone. The prognosis, to put 
it bluntly, was grim.

But she somehow survived; according to 
Patch, “Doctors still don’t know how she did it.” 
After a recovery of several months, she was back 
to racing her dogs – with her ultimate goal be-
ing to compete in larger, more prestigious races. 

Eventually, she was able to accomplish that 
mission.

The Ultimate Team Sport
Tucker competed in the Can-Am Crown In-

ternational Sled Dog Race 250 eight times, with 
her best result coming in 2015 and a fifth place 
showing.

The race is entirely unassisted, meaning that 
for the duration of the run, it’s solely the team 
involved.

It takes roughly two days to complete, includ-
ing checkpoints, which are periods that allow 
the team to temporarily recharge.

“It’s the ultimate team sport,” Tucker said. 
“Winning for me is just finishing.”

She recalled the 2019 contest that featured 

temperatures of 25 degrees below zero and 55 
mph winds that basically blew the team off the 
trail.

During one checkpoint, Tucker had put jack-
ets on the dogs but the straw used to allow the 
dogs to comfortably lay down was also blowing 
away. She wondered if it would be wise to drop 
out of the race, but then she examined her team, 
who seemed to disagree.

“They looked so happy,” Tucker recalled. “So 
I said, ‘Let’s go!’”

And that’s why trusting your team is impor-
tant, she asserted.

The decision to retreat back to Connecticut 
constitutes a “reset period.” Tucker will hang 
onto her home in Fort Kent, but she needed a 
break from racing. On top of the toll of compe-
titions, she also worked full-time as a veterinar-
ian technician and handled the maintenance of 
her property.

After 96 total races, a recess is understand-
able. (Previously, Tucker’s only break had been 
when she was recovering from her accident.) 
And the dogs who all made the journey south 
will get some extra rest as well.

“They get more time with me,” Tucker ex-
plained. 

Her relationship landed her in Hebron, but 
she knew that a return to the Nutmeg State in 
general was fitting.

“Connecticut is still my home,” she said. “This 
is where we started.”

Perhaps by 2025, the itch to hit the trails will 
start to grow and become too irresistible to pass 
up. Tucker expressed that she “knows I’m not 
done racing.” But for now, it’s time to reflect.

Sometimes in the moment it’s difficult to fully 
digest what’s happened and to assess the signifi-
cance of her accomplishments — and the scars 
picked up along the way.

“I forget all the blood, sweat and tears to get 
here,” she said. “I loved getting up at 3 a.m.; it 
was a passion.”

In New England, you never truly know what 
to expect. Amongst her “priceless moments,” 
Tucker had to include being chased by a moose.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251
RE2-2-24

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Valentine Cookies, Pies
Heart Cakes & Cupcakes!

Place your food orders now
 for the BIG GAME!!!

Wings, Meatball Sliders, Sheet Pizzas, 
BBQ Baby Back Ribs & more!

Pre-Kindergarten Screening Information
All public school systems in Connecticut are 

responsible for the identification of children 
who may be eligible to receive special education 
services. The Early Childhood team at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School is accepting applica-
tions for current resident children interested 
its pre-kindergarten screening for the 2024-25 
school year.

Eligible children must be 3 or 4 years old by 
Sept. 1. Parents/guardians interested in their 
child participating in this process must com-

plete and return a questionnaire no later than 
Friday, March 8. An in-person screening is 
planned for early April. 

Please note that children identified as kinder-
garten-eligible (those turning 5 by Sept. 1) are 
not eligible for the pre-kindergarten program 
for the upcoming school year. 

Contact Marcy Spellman at 860-295-6236 or 
mspellman@marlborough.k12.ct.us for more 
information or to receive a screening question-
naire. 

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10 
a.m. Worship is streamed live every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. All children in the community are in-
vited to attend Sunday School. Contact Gwen 
Lawson at the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org for more information.

Sunday, Feb. 4 is a Communion Sunday. At 
Marlborough Congregational Church, Holy 
Communion is open to all, regardless of church 
affiliation, including children, with parental 
guidance. The bread used is gluten free. The 
worship service will be led by the Rev. Valerie 
Seaver. Her sermon title is “That Is What He 
Came to Do.”

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by 
Seaver and meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. up-
stairs in the lounge. All are welcome.

Outreach: Donations will be received Feb. 
4 and 11 for the Church World Services blan-

ket appeal. CWS provides blankets to people in 
need, in the United States and throughout the 
world, who are affected by natural disasters. The 
church collects non-perishable food items year-
round for Marlborough Food Bank with a bas-
ket located in the narthex for Sunday worship-
ers to bring their donations. The Drive-Thru 
Café for Marlborough Food Bank patrons with 
vouchers is held monthly at the church. 

AA: The church sponsors three scheduled 
meetings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon 
in the Youth Room, and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Great Hall. 

ACA: Meets in the Youth Room Tuesdays at 
7:30 p.m.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Will reopen 
Friday, Feb. 2, from noon-3 p.m. The shop sells 
year-round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 or email 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. Trans-
portation is Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
call 36 hours in advance of your appointment to 
guarantee a ride. 

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need of food.

Help & Support: Offered Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

In Case of Bad Weather: Tune in to WFSB-
TV Channel 3 or NBC Connecticut Channel 30 
for news on senior center closings or late open-
ings. 

Monday, Feb. 5: 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: smothered 

pork chop with gravy, mashed potatoes, peas 
and carrots, wheat bread/fresh fruit; Bingo, 1-3 
p.m.; cards, 3-4 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 6: Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Tai 
Chi, 1-2 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 7: Not Just Quilting, 9 a.m.-
2 p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Menu: crab cake with Old Bay re-
moulade sauce, tater tots/ketchup, California 
blend vegetables, saltine crackers, fresh fruit; 
Setback, 1-4 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 8: AARP Tax Aide, 9 a.m.-
noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Tai Chi, 1 p.m.; 
PD Exercise w/ Anne, 3-4 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 4: Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.; 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, 
noon; Congregate Meal, noon. It’s National 
Sweet Potato Month!  Menu: grape juice, glazed 
baked ham w/mustard, cut-up sweet potatoes, 
mixed vegetables, 100% whole wheat bread, 
lemon pudding/topping. 

Taxes Due

Tag Sale is Saturday
The Marlborough Arts Center will hold 

its annual Winter Tag Sale Saturday, Feb. 3, 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the lower level of the 
Arts Center at 321 N. Main St. Snow date is 
Saturday, Feb. 10.

Members Sought for Arts Center
The Marlborough Arts Center is accepting 

renewals of membership as well as new mem-
bership registrations. Memberships are valid 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 of each year.

Information and downloadable member-
ship forms are available on the MAC website, 
www.marlborougharts.org. Payment can be 
made by check or by using the PayPal option.

Funds collected for membership are a part 
of keeping the Arts Center running. 

The center’s annual Tag Sale is scheduled 

for Saturday, Feb. 3; the Student Art Show will 
occur in March, and will be followed by the 
annual Members’ Art Show. Musical Fourth 
Fridays are on the calendar as well as histori-
cal presentations and art classes.

The Arts Center is a regional nonprofit or-
ganization and includes all the towns in the 
Marlborough area.

The Arts Center phone number is 860-467-
6353.

The second installment of taxes for the Oct. 1, 
2022, Grand List for real estate, motor vehicles 
and personal property were due and payable on 
Jan. 1, 2024 and will be delinquent on Feb. 1.

Also due are the motor vehicle supplemental 
taxes for the Grand List of Oct. 1, 2022. Sup-
plemental bills were mailed in December 2023. 
Failure to pay on time will be subject to interest 
of one and one-half percent per month revert-
ing to the due date, or 18% per year. If you do 
not have a bill, please check online at marlbor-
oughct.net, bill lookup or contact the Tax Office.

Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collector, 
Town of Marlborough, P.O. Box 29, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447. They can also be placed in the 
drop box outside of Town Hall or delivered in 
person at 26 North Main St. You may also pay 
online at www.marlboroughct.net with Master-
card, Visa or ACH. 

The tax collector’s office hours are: Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-
noon.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles 
leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena 

Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the 
church office. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7 p.m. All are welcome to join. More 
information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held the second full weekend of each 
month for Marlborough Food Bank. You may 
also bring non-perishable food or household 
donations directly to the Marlborough Food 
Bank Monday and Tuesday mornings. Sand-
wich-making and collection is the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found on the church website and are 
scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, RCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Arts Center Exhibit at Town Hall
The Marlborough Arts Center is holding a 

new exhibit at Town Hall. Featured is artwork 
by Dianne Gorrick.

A resident of East Hampton, Gorrick is a for-
mer art teacher at Bacon Academy. Her work 
has been exhibited throughout Connecticut 
and has received various awards. Her current 
display presents a wide range of subject mat-
ter, from traditional landscapes to imaginative 

themes.
This exhibit is open to the public during busi-

ness hours at the Town Hall: Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Fridays from 8 
a.m. to noon. The exhibit will continue through 
June 30. For more information, please check out 
the website www.marlborougharts.org, or con-
tact the Arts Center at 860-467-6353, or email 
marlboroughartscenter@gmail.com.
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Recreational Programs: Pre-K 3-5 • Kindergarten • 
Juniors (1st & 2nd Grade) • Seniors (3rd - 5th Grade)
Travel Programs: U8 (Birth Year 2016) and up

Registration Is Now Open
for the Spring 2024 season for both 

our Recreational and Travel Leagues.

Registration deadline is March 3rd, 2024

EAST HAMPTON SOCCER CLUB

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for both our Travel 
and Rec League teams – please reach out if interested!

TO REGISTER, VISIT US AT
https://clubs.bluesombrero.com

/Default.aspx?tabid=818256
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15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

33 West High St.
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

Now offeriNg implants & 
invisalign® to our Patients

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Dick’s Barber Shop
Open Wed & Fri 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Longtime Resident Receives Community Service Award
By London Brazal

Middlesex United Way recently honored a 
well-known resident of East Hampton at its 
annual meeting. Last Thursday, Jan. 25, Kevin 
Reich received the Middlesex United Way’s 
2023 Community Service Award for his decades 
of volunteer work and service to the nonprofit 
organization. 

The award recognizes individuals who have 
demonstrated dedication to the community by 
volunteering and advocating for the nonprofit’s 
mission. The organization’s goals reflect the pri-
mary concerns of residents and the most press-
ing human care needs within the county. They 
also emphasize that education, financial stabil-
ity, health, housing and racial equity and inclu-
sion serve as the fundamental building blocks 
essential for any individual to achieve a better 
quality of life.

Reich is well-known in Belltown, as he spent 
over four decades as an educator with East 
Hampton Public Schools. He began as a teacher 
and later became the assistant superintendent of 
schools, a role he held for 31 years. 

Gary Wallace, the vice chair of Middlesex 
United Way’s executive committee, presented 
the award. Wallace also happened to have Reich 
as his fourth-grade math teacher. 

“I’m a product of the East Hampton school 
system,” explained Wallace. “Like many other 
students from East Hampton, we not only had 
a teacher but we had a mentor and some of us 
even had a second father.” 

Wallace added that his parents were grateful 
for teachers like Reich who made sure students 
had the resources to become educated citizens. 

“We’re all friends with him on Facebook. It 
speaks to his integrity, his hard work and his 
ability to continue to engage with students and 
continue to look after us,” added Wallace. 

Following his retirement from the school sys-
tem, Reich continued to be heavily involved in 
the East Hampton community. He dedicated a 
decade to serving on the East Hampton Town 
Council, and maintains an active role in the East 

Hampton/Marlborough Rotary Club, where he 
served as president from 2017-2018. Reich has 
also contributed his time as a member of the St. 
John Paul II parish finance committee, among 
other responsibilities.

Reich has supported Middlesex United Way 
for over 50 years and serves on the nonprofit’s 
Board of Directors. While accepting the award, 
Reich said he remembers completing the mem-
ber form in 1972 and joked that it is the one 
paper he didn’t save. “I remember all the infor-
mation in that packet. I heard it, knew it, and 
wanted to be a part of it,” said Reich.

Volunteering has always been important to 
him as it was a virtue taught by his parents and 
grandparents. “I enjoy serving others,” he said. 

Fellow members of United Way described 
that his support goes far beyond the gener-
ous financial contribution he makes each year, 
as Reich is usually the first to volunteer for an 
event, fundraiser, or to serve on a committee. 
He is also the chair of Middlesex United Way’s 
Community Impact Council, a group of volun-
teers that oversees the distribution of hundreds 
of dollars in grants to community partners. 

As part of the 2023-24 grant cycle, the council 
awarded more than $260,000 to 16 local agen-
cies. They also provided approximately $8,600 
in funding for Connecticut’s 2-1-1 Helpline 
which connects callers with vital resources 
related to housing, employment, and mental 
health services. 

In addition to his active volunteerism, Reich 
has been a financial supporter of Middlesex 
United Way and other nonprofit organizations 
for decades. Last summer, he helped organize a 
fundraiser for United Way in partnership with 
the Top Dog hot dog stand on Route 66 in Port-
land. He stood by the hot dog stand, holding a 
Middlesex United Way sign and waving to pass-
ing drivers. When patrons would stop by, he’d 
share United Way’s mission and highlight its 
positive impact on the community. During the 
lunchtime rush that day, Reich donated a dol-
lar for every hot dog sold. The total donation 

Longtime East Hampton resident Kevin Reich received the Middlesex United Way’s 
Community Service Award for 2023. With Reich are president and CEO of Middlesex 
United Way, Shawonda Swain, and vice chairman of the executive committee, Gary 
Wallace. Photo by William Hall.
came to $250 – and he raised additional funds 
through onsite donations. 

Reich said he was grateful to celebrate the 
work of his fellow volunteers who dedicated 
their time to Middlesex United Way. 

“It takes a team, and this team has done it 
successfully,” said Reich. “There is nothing bet-
ter than giving; it takes all of us.” 

Middlesex United Way is a volunteer-driven 
nonprofit organization dedicated to strengthen-

ing lives, helping people and improving com-
munity conditions in the 15 towns in Middle-
sex County. United Way partners with local 
agencies and town organizations to provide 
needed services and programs to find solu-
tions to chronic community problems, such 
as substance abuse among youth and the need 
for affordable housing for low-income families. 
For more information or to get involved, visit 
middlesexunitedway.org. Kindergarten Registration

Memorial Elementary School in East Hamp-
ton is accepting applications for all children eli-
gible to enter kindergarten in September. 

Per new legislation, any child who is five years 
old on or before Sept. 1, 2024, is eligible to reg-
ister for Memorial’s kindergarten program. If 
your child will not be 5 by this date but will be 
5 by Jan. 1, 2025, and you would like them to 
attend kindergarten in the 2024-25 school year, 
you must submit a request for early entry.

Registration packets will be available be-
ginning Wednesday, Feb. 14, in the Memorial 
School lobby, at East Hampton Public Library, 
and at www.easthamptonps.org. Completed 
registration forms are due to the Memorial 
School office by Thursday, March 28, along with 
a full-size copy of the child’s birth certificate and 
proof of residency in East Hampton. 

In addition, a current health assessment form 

must be on file with the school nurse’s office by 
Friday, Aug. 9. Students may not begin kinder-
garten until vaccination records have been sub-
mitted.

Once all completed registration paperwork 
is returned to Memorial, you will be contacted 
to schedule a screening appointment for your 
child. 

Screening appointments will be held Monday, 
May 13; Wednesday, May 15; and Friday, May 
17. Appointments will be scheduled for half-
hour time blocks between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. If 
you have requested early entry to kindergarten 
for your 4-year-old, you will be also scheduled 
for an additional assessment on Monday, May 
20, or Friday, May 24.

Contact the Memorial School office at 860-
365-4020 if you have questions regarding the 
registration process.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thurs-
days, 1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; 
Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via 
Zoom; Yoga with Kitch: Wednesdays through 
Feb. 21, 1 p.m. (started Dec. 27; fee is $20); 
Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shannon: 
Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. -- Bring projects to share 
and work on together; Tai Chi: Thursdays, 
10:30-11 a.m.; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 
a.m. Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. – let the 
center know in advance if you plan to attend; 
Mahjong: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon – call also to 
put your name on a list if interested in learning 
how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person 
or via Zoom.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): First and third Mondays of each 
month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to meet 
others and share resources.

AARP Free Tax Aid Program: Appoint-
ments start Feb. 5. All appointments will be held 
on Mondays at the senior center through the 
end of March. Call or stop by the center to make 
an appointment. At that time you will be given 
an intake form to complete and bring with you 
on the day of your appointment.

Trip: Shop on Your Own at the Meriden 
Mall: Monday, Feb. 5, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is a 
$4 transportation donation. Pre-registration is 
necessary.

The Connecticut Flower Show: Thursday, 
Feb. 22, at the Connecticut Convention Center, 
Hartford. Depart at 10 a.m. and return at 2 p.m. 
Cost is $19 and includes transportation. Lunch 
is on your own at the event. Register in advance 
at the senior center. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot.
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
2/3/24

through
2/29/24

Not responsible for typographical errors.

Skyy
Vodka 80°

$1999
 (1.75 L)

Capt. Morgan 
Spiced Rum 70°

$2799
 (1.75 L)

Three Olives
Vodka 80°

$2199
 (1.75 L)

Dubra
Vodka 80°

$1099
 (1.75 L)

Black Velvet
Whiskey 80°
$1899 

(1.75 L)

Gordon’s
Gin 80°

$1999
 (1.75 L)

Woodbridge
Wines

$1199 (1.5 L)

Liberty Creek 
Wines

$899
 (1.5 L)

Stimson
Wines

Cavit
Wines

$1599 (1.5 L)
$1229

 (1.5 L)

Kendall Jackson 
Vint. Chard.

Bota
Wines

$1299
 (750 mL)

$1999
 (3 L box)
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Natural Lt. & Ice

$2099
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Miller Lite

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Busch & Lt.

$2149
12 oz., 30-pack cans

Coors Lt.

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 10am-5pm

Two New Restaurants to Open in Village Center
By London Brazal

Two new culinary options are coming to the 
Village Center – and while they’ll feature differ-
ent tastes, they’re both from the same family. 

Pizza on Main and Mateo’s Tacos and Cantina 
are the two newest additions to the town. They 
become the fourth and fifth concept under Jessi-
ca’s Garden and Lobster Shack in Marlborough; 
the other two being Burger Heaven and Smooth 
in Portland. 

Matt and Jessica Carroll started Jessica’s Gar-
den 20 years ago in 2004. Jessica said that “food 
makes the world go round,” and she explained 
how she always had an interest in the industry. 
“I was a server, and my mom and I used to cook 
together,” said Jessica. Matt used to work in res-
taurant wholesale, and that’s how the couple met. 

The Carrolls said they had no intention of ex-
panding after starting Jessica’s Garden but found 
themselves adding the Lobster Shack some years 
later. Two years ago, they opened a second location 
in Portland and they are now getting prepared to 
open up the third. The Carrolls learned that Main 
Street Pizza was closing on Facebook and like 
many residents, were shocked by the news. 

“It was a landmark stop, a centerpiece in 
town,” explained Matt. Being from East Hamp-
ton, Main Street was her go-to. Since the space 
was available, the couple thought it would be 
beneficial to revitalize the space. With knowl-
edge of what the town lacked, they decided to 

bring a Greek-style pizza restaurant and Mexi-
can cantina to the town center. 

“We’re local,” Matt added. The couple wanted 
to help bring local options to residents rath-
er them having to go to other towns such as 
Glastonbury and Middletown. 

Pizza on Main is expected to have a soft open-
ing very soon, offering takeout and delivery. 
The couple has invested in efficient and reliable 
technology regarding the delivery component. 
People can still call in or order online and get an 
accurate estimated delivery time. No third par-
ties, such as GrubHub, are involved, and all driv-
ers are restaurant employees. There will also be 
an option to order from both restaurants. 

“They are separate identities, but if you want 
tacos and pizza, you can order them in the same 
takeout order,” said Matt. Gift certificates will be 
good for all five restaurants.

Later on, the goal is for Pizza on Main to have 
a buffet-style pizza and Mediterranean salad bar. 
The Carrolls described it as a fresh and modern 
take, ingredients will include a wide variety. The 
goal of a buffet is for people to enjoy high-quali-

ty food with reasonable prices, they said. 
One of the challenges the couple has faced is 

the increase in costs.
“Everyone likes dining out but the cost has 

gotten so high. We are trying to create a formula 
for family dinners that doesn’t break the budget,” 
said Matt. 

With that, a goal of the Carrolls is to highlight 
family-style dining. “We’re family-oriented; 
family matters to us,” added Jessica. One of ex-
ample of this is at Mateo’s, where folks can pur-
chase a taco kit to bring home and put together 
with their families. 

Though the menus are created by Jessica and 
Matt, they are looking to rely more on staff to 
help create authentic and delicious options. The 
two highlighted the fact that the culinary teams 
have a variety of strengths. 

Ultimately, Matt and Jessica are very excited 
to open the two new restaurants. By the spring, 
both could be open for full service. 

“We’re excited to help build on what’s already 

going on here in the Village Center,” said Matt. 
They are very grateful for the numerous sup-
porters that have helped them in the process 
from the town planner to the economic boards 
and committees. “We’re really grateful for the 
town government to have such an interest in 
helping small businesses.”

The Village Center sidewalks are slated to be 
replaced and construction could happen as early 
as mid-July. When that project is completed, the 
Carrolls would like to add outdoor dining. 

Another addition the Carrolls are planning is 
Jessica’s Cottage in Marlborough, an event space 
at the original location on East Hampton Road. 
There, people will be able to rent out the space 
and can cater to any of the five food concepts 
they offer. There will also be a fire and patio 
available at the cottage. 

For updates about official opening dates, visit 
Pizza on Main and Mateo’s Tacos and Cantina 
on Facebook. The restaurants are located at 87 
Main St. 

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev. 
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are 
in session. The Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard and 
Emily Vick lead the group, which meets at 9:55. 

New students welcome. Contact neelrichard16@
gmail.com for information/dates, as classes are 
sometimes rescheduled.

Save the Date: The annual meeting will be 
held directly after the service on Sunday, Feb. 18.

Cobalt Lodge Service: All are invited to join 
the brief service at Cobalt Lodge on Sunday, Feb. 
18, at 1 p.m., after the annual meeting.

Bible Study: Wednesdays at 6 p.m., via Zoom, 
led by the Rev. Bobette Reed Kahn. Contact her 
at bobette@kahn.com for further information.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at 
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

Boy Scout Bottle Drive
Boy Scout Troop 57 has rescheduled its 

bottle drive for this Saturday, Jan. 27, from 9 
a.m.-noon, at the American Distilling park-
ing lot at 31 East High St., Route 66. 

For more information, call Annette Kow-
alczyk at 860-267-2962. 

Future bottle drives will be March 16 
and May 18. For updates due to inclement 
weather, visit tmweb.troopmaster.com/Log-
in/PickSite (choose CT and Unit 57).

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Sunday services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St., are 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study precedes the 
services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. Church 
pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan. 

Technology Tutoring
Sessions

Middle Haddam Public Library, located at 2 
Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam, will offer One-
on-One Technology Tutoring Sessions with 
members of the East Hampton High School In-
teract Club on Tuesdays, Feb. 13 and Feb. 27, 
from 3-6 p.m. 

Sign up for your individual session in advance 
by calling or emailing the library and bring your 
cell phone or tablet to the session.

To register or request more information, 
email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.com or call 
860-267-9093.

Mad Hatter Tea
and Paint Party

Epoch Arts will hold a Mad Hatter Tea and 
Paint Party for students in grades 1-5 on Saturday, 
Feb. 3, from 1-3 p.m., at Epoch, 27 Skinner St. 

Kids will create a painting, dance to music, and 
eat some food with Alice and her Wonderland 
friends. Feel free to come dressed as your favorite 
Wonderland character. 

Register at www.epocharts.org/classes-registra-
tion. 
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80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
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Call today to schedule your appointment:

860-267-7222

It’s time to show 
your car some love.

Call us to schedule 
your oil change, 

new tires, repairs 
or a tune-up!

HelloHello February!
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“Don’t say you 
can’t until you 
prove you can’t.”

– Les Paul
(June 1957)

Federal Funds Available for Local Water
By London Brazal

Recently, U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney’s office con-
tacted the town regarding a federal funding op-
portunity. Specifically, the office was seeking 
proposals for Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) funding. 

The WRDA is a comprehensive water resourc-
es development law that authorizes studies and 
projects within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Civil Works mission areas. Those include navi-
gation, flood damage reduction, hurricane and 
storm damage reduction, shoreline protection 
and ecosystem restoration. 

Through WRDA legislation, Congress also 
provides the Corps with the authority to address 
water supply needs for cities, agriculture and 
industry, to support hydropower production, 
to manage a national recreation program and 
to address local environmental infrastructure 
needs, including projects that may be considered 
non-traditional under the Environmental Infra-
structure Authority. The proposed projects would 
require a 25% non-federal cost share. The town 
manager’s office has put forward three potential 
projects for funding consideration under the leg-
islation. Courtney will select a few projects from 
the district to propose, but Congress will make 
the ultimate decision.

The first proposal was for the East Hampton 
Water Source Implementation, with an estimated 
cost of $28 million. The town operates two small 
water systems; however, these systems lack the 
adequate water supply needed to extend water 

services to additional customers relying on pri-
vate wells that face inadequate supply from their 
ground sources. Additionally, the town’s existing 
water supply for its municipal systems is compro-
mised by contaminants, including PFAS. To ad-
dress these challenges, the town has conducted 
extensive studies, modeling, and conceptual de-
sign to establish a new water source with suffi-
cient supply to replace the existing sources. This 
new source aims to facilitate interconnection 
and expansion of its systems, providing service 
to thousands of additional households and resi-
dents. 

The proposed solution involves implementing 
a water source near the Connecticut River at 49 
Oakum Dock Rd. The town has already secured 
permits for water diversion for this location. 
A new water treatment facility would be con-
structed, capable of processing the initial flow of 
0.9 million gallons per day from the wells. This 
source would be interconnected with the existing 
systems and serve as the foundation for a major 
expansion, creating a system that caters to the 
most densely populated areas of town.

The second proposal was for the East Hamp-
ton/Colchester Joint Facilities Middletown Av-
enue Pump Station Rehabilitation project, esti-
mated at $20 million. This initiative, between East 
Hampton and Colchester, partners in a regional 
wastewater treatment facility serving five com-
munities. The Middletown Avenue Pump Station 
(MAPS) serves as a pivotal component, collecting 

and transporting nearly all flow from the five mu-
nicipalities to the wastewater treatment plant for 
processing. MAPS handles between one and four 
million gallons per day but has seen minimal up-
grades beyond maintenance and pump replace-
ments since its installation in 1983. The project 
aims to enhance the station’s storage capacity, 
replace controls and pumping equipment with 
advanced technology and accommodate current 
wastewater flow. Additionally, safety measures 
will be implemented to prevent untreated waste-
water backups and surges into the environment.

The last proposal was for the East Hampton 
Hales Brook Crossing Rehabilitation project, es-
timated at $1.5 million. The town intends to re-
place the current system for Hales Brook crossing 
under Lake Drive, located on the north side of 
Lake Pocotopaug. The existing crossing has three 
grooved metal pipes that have surpassed their 
service life and are significantly deteriorated, 
leading to erosion of road material and periodic 
road failures. Furthermore, the stream cross-
ing’s capacity is inadequate, resulting in frequent 
flooding of the roadway and adjacent residential 
areas. Construction efforts are further complicat-
ed by the presence of other utilities in the vicinity.

The project, identified in the town’s FEMA-
approved Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, entails 
the removal and replacement of the system for 
channeling Hales Brook under the roadway. The 
replacement system will be designed to accom-
modate a 100-year rain event, thereby enhancing 
capacity and preventing upstream flooding. This 
proactive measure will also deter roadway dete-

rioration and alleviate flooding concerns in the 
area.

Update on Collapsed Culvert
The metal culvert carrying the Safstrom Brook 

beneath Wopowog Road collapsed following 
multiple precipitation events in early January. 
This culvert was deteriorating rapidly and a sig-
nificant capital project was proposed for the up-
coming fiscal year to either line or replace these 
pipes.

Public Works staff has collaborated with engi-
neering consultants to design a complete replace-
ment using a box culvert system instead of metal 
pipes. The design and permitting process is being 
expedited, aiming to produce construction plans, 
project specifications and a cost estimate within 
four weeks. Once these documents are ready, 
the staff will commence pricing the project for 
prompt construction. The staff has identified a 
suitable precast concrete box culvert available at 
a discounted rate from a local firm, as it was left 
over from a canceled project in another munici-
pality. Furthermore, since the culvert is already 
manufactured and in stock, the typically lengthy 
lead times associated with procurement will be 
bypassed.

Public Works crews continue to regrade and 
repair roads that were damaged by flooding. 
However, the onset of icy and freezing conditions 
has hindered efforts to fully restore the roads. De-
spite this challenge, all gravel roads remain pass-
able. Further work will be conducted as weather 
conditions permit.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, has 

announced the following. Registration required 
unless noted; to register, or for full program de-
scriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us at east-
hamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Facebook  at 
facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!: 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5 
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children ages 
18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs: Wednes-
days, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years; Baby Rhyme 
Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for ages birth to 24 
months, and their caregivers. 

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Grades 1-5: 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 2-3:30 p.m. All skill levels wel-
come. This month, play Mario Strikers: Battle 
League (rated E 10+). This event is free. 

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Saturday, 
Feb. 3. All are invited for a day of hands-on activi-
ties and prizes. From 10:30-11 a.m., Family Sto-
rytime will take place, for ages 2-6. Read, dance 
and sing! Then from 1-2 p.m., there will be Ice 
Cream in a Bag, for all ages. Make your own ice 
cream. 

Teen Programs: Nintendo Switch Game Play: 
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2-3:30 p.m. Teens in grades 6-12 
are invited to pull up a beanless bag chair in the 

community room for a big-screen Nintendo 
Switch hang out. All skill levels welcome.

Lessons in Culinary – A Teen Cooking Class: 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 5 p.m., for grades 6-12. Make 
macaroni and cheese and try a variety of mix-ins.

Middle Grade Dungeons & Dragons One 
Shot: Wednesday, Feb. 7, 4:30-6 p.m., for grades 
5-7. No previous playing experience or past par-
ticipation required; every program event is a new 
standalone game in a new world. The library will 
provide basic, fifth-edition characters; all supplies 
included.

Teen Movie Matinee: Friday, Feb. 16, 2 p.m., 
for ages 13 and up. The 2004 movie Mean Girls 
will be shown. Popcorn will be served. 

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club – Tea 
Time: Tuesday, Feb. 6, 6:30 p.m. Come to Wild-
craft Herb Shoppe at 70 Main St. in the Village 
Center for a taste of tea time. Bring a dish you 
might enjoy with tea at any time of day to share, 
along with a dozen copies of the recipe.

LibrarYoga with Amie Meacham: Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m. Meacham, a Yoga 200 certified 
instructor, will lead this hour of gentle yoga. All 
levels welcome; bring your own mat if you have 
one and wear comfortable clothes.

Tech Help with Sam & Nicole: Thursday, Feb. 
15, 2-4 p.m. Have your technology questions an-
swered. No registration required; just bring your 
device with you.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. Communion 
will be served.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn to 
help explain the meaning of the message topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 
K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship 

service. The theme is “Friends with God.” A tod-
dler nursery is also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are wel-
come. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on “Fruits of the 
Spirit.” 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery
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Us 

Today

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Joint Worship for Congregational Churches 
Second Congregational Church of Middle 

Haddam and Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church will hold joint worship services dur-
ing February at 10:30 a.m. Sundays at Haddam 
Neck Congregational Church., 408 Quarry Hill 
Rd.

On Feb. 4, the Rev. Jack Zappula will preach. 
Zappula, of Windsor, has served as an ordained 
minister in the United Church of Christ for 45 
years, providing spiritual leadership at local 
churches in Connecticut and Massachusetts. 

 On Feb. 11 and 18, guest preacher will be the 
Rev. John Shaw of Southbridge, Mass., who has 
provided pulpit supply for local churches in the 
greater Massachusetts area and served as an in-

tern for United Church of Christ and American 
Baptist churches. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in education, a master’s degree in education, 
and a master’s degree of divinity.

 On Feb. 25, guest preacher will be seminar-
ian Jeff Birch. Birch is a student at Lexington 
Theological Seminary in Kentucky, where he is 
in his fifth and final year in the Master of Divin-
ity program there. He is a member of The First 
Congregational Church in Essex, and the stu-
dent minister at Niantic Community Church. 
He lives in Flanders with his partner, Mike, and 
their two cats. 

All are welcome. Visit www.haddamneckcon-
gregationalchurch.org for more information. 

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or more information on any 
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 
860-267-9093. The library’s P.O. Box number is 
123.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Mahjong: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Experi-
enced and new players welcome. 

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Satur-
days at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register 
at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Introducing Pilates: Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
Cost is $10 per class. To register, call 203-592-
4448 or email abstit@sbcglobal.net. EHACC Donates Painting to Memorial School

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission (EHACC) recently donated a 
painting titled “The Passage,” by East Hampton artist Geralyn Yocher, to Memorial 
Elementary School. Pictured are Yocher, her daughter Sherisa Yocher and husband 
Ed Yocher, and EHACC members Mindy Maynard, Melissa Pionzio, Elizabeth Sen-
nett and Carol Lane.  

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion (EHACC) recently donated a painting titled 
“The Passage,” by East Hampton artist Geralyn 
Yocher, to Memorial Elementary School.

The donation is part of the EHACC Art Pur-
chase Award program, through which a piece 
of artwork that is created by an East Hampton 
artist, or depicts an East Hampton scene, is pur-
chased by the commission and then donated to 
a Town of East Hampton building. 

The purpose of the program is to support 
local artists, while sharing their work with the 
East Hampton community in public spaces. 

In addition to Memorial Elementary, the 
EHACC has donated paintings to the Historic 

Middle Haddam Public Library, East Hampton 
Youth & Family Services, East Hampton Senior 
Center, East Hampton High School and Center 
School.

“The Passage,” a whimsical watercolor paint-
ing of a hot air balloon hovering over a stand of 
trees, will be hung in the hallway of Memorial 
Elementary School near the main office, where 
students, their families and members of the 
school staff can enjoy it.

To become a member of the East Hampton 
Arts and Culture Commission, please email 
arts@easthamptonct.org or pick up an applica-
tion at the town manager’s office at Town Hall. 

Online Farmers Market
Healthy PlanEat is a local online farmers 

market where people can shop directly from lo-
cal sustainable farms and food artisans. There 
is a new pick-up location at HydroCat Micro-
greens, 47 Tartia Rd., East Hampton.

To place a pre-order, visit bit.ly/healthyeast-
hampton. The pre-order window for each week 
is Sundays at 5 a.m. through Thursdays at 9 p.m. 
Through the winter, pickups will be Saturdays, 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Local Potter in Exhibit
East Hampton potter and resident John Ma-

comber is participating in the 78th annual Con-
necticut Artists Juried Exhibition at the Slater 
Memorial Museum, located at 108 Crescent St. 
in Norwich. 

This exhibit features the best of Connecticut’s 
artists in all forms of media, styles and expres-
sions, both 2-D and 3-D. Macomber’s 4 1/2 foot 
tall, 3-D ceramic sculpture has won the Mary-
Ann Hall Prize at the show and will be on ex-
hibit through Feb. 29. 

Man Found with Heroin, Cocaine
Upon responding to a report of an unre-

sponsive male, East Hampton Police last week 
arrested an East Haddam man on drug-relat-
ed charges.

According to police, officers were dis-
patched to the Citgo gas station at 32 East 
High St. (Route 66) on Sunday, Jan. 21, to 
investigate a report of an unresponsive male 
slumped over the wheel of his vehicle.  Upon 
arrival, police said, officers spotted a tray of 
what appeared to be white powder resting on 
the male’s lap. 

Officers were able to wake the man, who 

was identified as Charles McMahon, 48, of 19 
Old Acres Rd., East Haddam. During the in-
vestigation, police said officers recovered the 
following items from McMahon’s vehicle:

A plastic tray with loose powder cocaine; 
a plastic bag containing a 4.02-gram rock of 
cocaine; a plastic container with razor blades, 
a metal spoon and straw; and 159 colored wax 
paper bags (35.61 grams) of heroin.

McMahon was arrested and charged with 
possession of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of a controlled substance, police said. 

Police News
1/18: John R. Forbes IV, 36, of 759 Norwich 

Ave., Colchester, was arrested and charged with 
violation of a protective order and interfering 
with an officer, East Hampton Police said. 

1/21: Gregory Dixon, 76, of 20 Colchester 
Ave., was arrested and charged with driving un-
der the influence, police said. 

1/29: Kerri Devine, 36, of 4 Summit St., was 
arrested and charged with third-degree larceny, 
second-degree identity theft and second-degree 
failure to appear, police said. 

From Jan. 15-28, officers responded to 32 
medical calls, 10 motor vehicle crashes and 10 
alarms, and made 29 traffic stops, police said.

Knights of Columbus
State Raffle

The St. John Paul II Council 6190, Knights of 
Columbus is again offering Connecticut State 
Council raffle tickets.

There are 10 prizes to be awarded. First prize 
is $5,000; second is $3,500; third is $2,000; fourth 
is $1,500; fifth is $1,000; sixth is $600; seventh is 
$500; eighth is $400; ninth is $300 and tenth is 
$200.

The drawing will be held Saturday, April 20, 
at 9 p.m., at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 
200 Columbus Blvd, Hartford, CT. Ticket holders 
need not be present to win.

Tickets are $10 each and may be purchased 
through any of the Knights of Columbus mem-
bers or by calling Bob DeMarchi at 860-267-5978.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org



Page 14 NEWS BULLETIN •  February 2, 2024

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

From Belltown to Bermuda… Douglas and Laura Harbec of East Hampton recently 
took a cruise to Bermuda – and brought along the Rivereast!

Hello, Orlando!... Nancy, Rachel and David Rumph, of Colchester, brought their 
Rivereast with them on a recent trip to Universal Studios in Orlando, Fla.! They’re 
shown in their hotel room, overlooking the Volcano Bay water park.

To Market, To Market… Claudia Riley and Isabel Tejada of Amston toured central 
Europe during the festive time of the Christmas markets of Austria, Germany and 
Switzerland. Here they are standing at the entrance of the Rathaus, the central gov-
ernment building in Munich, Germany’s Marienplatz.

What a Grand View of the Canyon… The Macdonalds (Rod and Amy) and the 
Schlossers (Teri and Rod), all of East Hampton, recently visited the Grand Canyon 
East Rim. 
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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The lead time for a new ambulance was 
roughly two years, the chief wrote, and in its 
plan, the fire department would look to refur-
bish ambulance 528 — by changing out the cab 
and chassis and updating the “box” — in the 
meantime.  Afterwards, the department would 
look to complete the same refurbishment for its 
other vehicle, ambulance 628. Those upgrades 
would be cheaper than replacing those entire 
trucks.

Overall, if executed in its entirely, the plan 
would include the renovation of two current 
vehicles while adding a new ambulance to the 
fleet. 

“The first selectman was in support of the 
plan moving forward and gave approval to ob-
tain the costs on the cab/chassis as well as the 
contract costs for the work,” Hoffmann wrote.

During another meeting in September, the 
need for a purchase order in the amount of 
$60,785 to cover the cab and chassis was dis-
cussed. On Oct. 16, a purchase order was se-
cured for the cab and chassis and the order was 
placed. During that meeting, the finance direc-
tor, according to the memo, indicated that the 
funding for the new ambulance would come 
from the ambulance fees account.

Later that month, an updated contract was 
received, placing the cost of the new vehicle at 
$386,750, with a deadline of Oct. 30; afterwards 
the cost would increase. The document was re-
viewed and signed by the first selectman, autho-
rizing the process to move ahead. 

On Jan. 12, the cab and chassis arrived at 
the vendor for the new ambulance. Hoffmann 
reached out to the finance department to follow 
up on the purchase order for the remainder of 
the project, since there was now a new adminis-
tration in town hall. 

“During the search for those documents, it 
was determined that no money had been allo-
cated or allotted for the requests,” he wrote.

On Jan. 17, Dennler and Maggie Cogsrove, 
the town’s finance advisor, met to review the 
project.

“It was confirmed that a purchase order was 
issued, but from a 2009 bond account that was 
no longer valid,” Hoffmann wrote in the memo. 
“Additionally, there was no general funding al-
located for the remainder of the project.”

He added, “It appears this process was never 
vetted or approved through the Board of Select-
men or Board of Finance but was solely autho-
rized by the prior first selectman and finance di-
rector. Upon that determination, it was agreed 
that the current authorization be canceled im-
mediately due to the lack of appropriate process 
and funding for the project.”

Hoffmann stated in the memo that the proj-
ect did not appear to have followed the “normal 
process.”

“However, for the last two years the policies 
and normal process previously in place have not 
been strictly followed and department heads 
have been navigating the arena as it dynamically 
changed,” he wrote.

Not an Emergency
This week, Hoffmann told the Rivereast that 

the plan to move forward with the ambulance 
wasn’t a town secret, and that his department 
received the authorization it believed was need-
ed at the time. However, the BOS and BOF ap-
parently never reviewed the plan or authorized 
the project.

In the weeks leading up to the 2023 munici-
pal election, the BOS and BOF rarely convened. 
According to the meeting schedule posted on 

the town website, the BOS met on Oct. 5 and 
didn’t reconvene until after the election over 
two months later on Dec. 7. The BOF met on 
Sept. 27, and didn’t meet again until December, 
as well.

It appears that there were never properly allo-
cated funds for the project. Hoffmann expressed 
that “not all cylinders were clicking” with fi-
nancing the new apparatus. 

The cancellation of the ambulance will not 
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$‘Unauthorized’ Ambulance cont. from page 1

See ‘Unauthorized’ Ambulance, page 26
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2022 of SOLD in total 

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia, 
Colchester, Coventry and Andover R

E1
0-

6-
23

 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

R
E1

-2
6-

24

We clean septic tanks all year long!
Call 860-267-6102 now 

BEFORE you have a problem!

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
CLEANED THE SEPTIC TANK?

Suburban Sanitation Service

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donation Info: The senior center 
asks that residents not leave Food Bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the Food Bank 
is open. The Food Bank is open Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior 
center does not need any donations directed to-
ward the senior center. People are asked to only 
leave donations for the Food Bank, and only 
during food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light 
Aerobics: 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize Exercise: 
10:30-11:30 a.m.; Blood Pressure Clinic, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-
11 a.m., making fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patients – donations are sought of light fleece, 
one yard or more, for making bears (to donate, 
call 860-342-0809); Watercolor class, 9:30 a.m.-
noon – to register, email bivenne@yahoo.com; 
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m. 
Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social 
Duplicate Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Wednesday, multipurpose room. 

Thursday: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & 
Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 
1 p.m. Friday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
Family History Fun with Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m.

Trips: Tuesday, Feb. 6, 11:30 a.m. Trip to 
Sadler’s Restaurant in Marlborough for lunch. 
Call Sarah or Alexis at 860-342-6761 to register.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (note: if that 
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested. 
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Thursday. The delivery usually 
takes about an hour. For full details, call Alexis 
at 860-342-6761.

Vocal Chords Seek Tenors, Basses
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords group 

is looking for men and women to enhance their 
growing tenor and bass sections. 

There are no auditions and no experience 
necessary, and you do not have to be affiliated 
with Middlesex Health in order to join. Re-
hearsals are Tuesdays, 6:45-9 p.m., at St. Fran-
cis Church, Msgr. Fox Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., 
Middletown, for the upcoming spring concert, 
which will take place Saturday, May 4, at Port-
land High School. New members will be accept-

ed through Feb. 4.
Proceeds from the concerts and MHVC’s an-

nual patron drive are given back to the commu-
nity in the form of scholarships given to Mid-
dlesex County high school seniors planning on 
majoring in nursing or music. 

For more information, visit on the web at 
vocalchords20.org or call 860-342-3120. The 
group can also be found on YouTube and Face-
book. 

PVFD Pancake Breakfast
The Portland Volunteer Fire Department 

invites everyone to an All-You-Can-Eat Pan-
cake Breakfast Sunday, Feb. 4, from 7-11 a.m., 
at Engine Company No. 1, 7 Middlesex Ave., 
right behind the Post Office.

The breakfast will feature sausage, all-you-
can-eat pancakes (chocolate chip, regular, 
and, for Valentine’s Day, strawberry), and as-
sorted beverages. Cost is $8 for adults and $4 
for children. 

PVFD will also have ceramic pancake cof-

fee cups for sale, featuring the PVFD logo and 
a cartoon character squirting syrup on a stack 
of ‘cakes. The mugs are $20, and each time you 
return to one of the monthly breakfasts with 
the “clean” cup, PVFD will subtract one dollar 
from your breakfast total.

For more information or to be placed on an 
email notification list (there is also a sign-up 
list at the door), call Wayne Mergel at 860-
759-6921.

Coaches vs. Cancer
The Portland Travel Basketball Club (PTBC) 

will hold its 2024 Coaches vs. Cancer fundrais-
ing event on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 17 and 
18, from noon-5 p.m. both days, to coincide 
with the club’s home games that weekend. 

The club will divert 100% of the collected do-
nations to the Jahnke family, whose teenage son, 
a PTBC alum, continues his battle with leuke-
mia. A collection table will be set up at the en-

trance to the Portland Middle School basketball 
court on both days. 

Donations are also currently being accepted 
through Venmo: @John-Thompson-788.  Ad-
ditional methods to donate may also be pre-
sented to club president John Thompson, who 
can be contacted at for arrangements at thomp-
sonj963@yahoo.com.

Scholarship Applications Available
The executive board of the Middlesex Hospi-

tal Vocal Chords is accepting applications for its 
annual scholarships to be awarded to students 
from Middlesex County graduating seniors 
pursuing a career in nursing or music. Appli-
cants must have been accepted at an accredited 
college or university.

The Review Committee will consider aca-
demic records, extracurricular and community 

service activities, the student’s ability to articu-
late his/her career goals and the recommenda-
tions of references.

The $1,500 scholarships will be paid directly 
to the recipients at the spring concert at Port-
land High School, Saturday, May 4, at 7 p.m. 
Applications are available at vocalchords20.org, 
or at your school guidance office. Applications 
must be submitted by March 15.

Funds Approved for New Firetruck
By London Brazal

After a public hearing and special town meet-
ing, Portland residents last week approved the 
necessary funds to purchase a new firetruck at 
Company 3. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 24, the Board of Select-
man hosted a public hearing and special town 
meeting at the Buck-Foreman Community 
Room on Main St regarding the proposed sup-
plemental appropriation of funds. 

In October, Engine #3 experienced a cata-
strophic tank failure while returning from a call. 
The truck, housed at Portland Fire Company 3 
on Great Hill Rd., is the primary fire protection 
vehicle for the town’s countryside. The garage has 
three bays and also houses a newer tanker. After 
disassembling the tank, it was discovered that 
extensive repairs would be necessary, estimated 
to cost between $100,000 to $250,000. Consider-
ing the truck’s age, which now exceeds 30 years, 
the Board of Selectmen deliberated carefully and 
determined that investing a significant amount 
in its repair was neither practical nor financially 
responsible for the town’s taxpayers.

Working closely with former Portland fire 
chief Robert Shea, current chief Rob Puida and 
other members of the Fire Department, the se-
lectmen have initiated the process of seeking a 
suitable replacement for Engine 3. The endeavor 
posed initial challenges, primarily stemming 
from a competitive market and the distinctive 
specifications demanded by the garage bay at 

Fire Company 3. 
Timing also plays a crucial role, with a six-

month lead time for any vehicle purchased, ex-
tending the timeline to this June at the earliest. 
Fortunately, the contractor has recently identi-
fied a truck that fulfills all the required specifi-
cations and criteria. The complete expense for 
the replacement engine, including contingency, 
totals to $525,000. Multiple officials firmly said 
that acquiring this vehicle is in the best interest 
of the town, guaranteeing sufficient protection 
for its residents.

In addressing the funding for this emergency 
expense, officials have also collaborated with 
Finance Director Tom Robinson. The identified 
funding sources comprise $367,112 from unan-
ticipated revenues received in the current fiscal 
year, along with a transfer of $157,888 from the 
unassigned fund balance in the general fund. 

Officials said they understand the significance 
of unforeseen purchases. However, considering 
the safety concerns and the paramount impor-
tance of protecting residents, the board deemed 
the decision “imperative” for the well-being of the 
town.

Residents were able to voice their opinions 
at a public hearing last Wednesday. After hear-
ing the resolution, no one had participated in 
the public hearing. When the special meeting 
began, there were no public comments either. 
However, the count by moderator Mike Pelton 

and Town Clerk Michael Tierney announced 
the resolution was approved 55 in favor to 0. 
Many residents who attended were also mem-
bers of the fire department. 

The resolution approves funding for the sup-
plemental appropriation through an increase in 
estimated revenue to the Municipal Revenue 
Sharing of $236,112, an increase in estimated 
revenue to Investment Income of $130,000 and 
from the unassigned fund balance of the Gen-
eral Fund of $157,888. The Board of Selectmen 
then approved the transfer of $525,000 to the 
Fire/Fire Marshal Department to purchase a 
suitable replacement for Engine #3. 

In the meantime, the Town of East Hampton 
has offered Portland one of its spare engines as 
a loaner while the officials work toward pur-
chasing the new truck. With the loaner, the fire 
department can return its tanker to mutual aid 
service. “We extend our sincerest gratitude to the 

Town of East Hampton, especially to Fire Chief 
Robert Rainville and Town Manager David Cox, 
for their invaluable support during this challeng-
ing time,” said First Selectman Ryan Curley.

The East Hampton Fire Department has 
agreed to loan a reserve engine it maintains, un-
der the condition that Portland responds to as-
sist when the engine is required in East Hamp-
ton. The engine is set to be stationed in Portland 
for approximately six months. 

The current apparatus fleet consists of three 
emergency medical services flag cars, one lad-
der truck, two fire engines, one loaner reserve 
engine, one tanker, one UTV, one ATV, three 
fire boats, one brush truck and one repurposed 
rescue truck for the dive team and Fire Police 
that cover the Town of Portland.

Any questions can be emailed to Curley at 
rcurley@portlandct.org or Puida at rpuida@
portlandct.org. 

Dean’s List
Carlie Hasselman of Portland made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Siena College in Loudonville, 
N.Y.

***
Portland residents Jenna Lagana and Leah 

May made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Spring-
field College in Springfield, Mass.

Lagana is majoring in health science/pre-PT, 
and May is majoring in exercise science/pre-AT.

Dean’s List
Megan H. Kostraba of Portland made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at the University of New Ha-
ven. Kostraba is an English major.

***
Cailen Fienemann of Portland made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Le Moyne College in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. 

Fienemann is a senior communications and 
English major.
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CLASSES
7 DAYS
A WEEK
for Ages 3
thru Adult

Krav Maga
Self Defense Classes

on Thursday at 6:30pm
Now Now 

offeringoffering

OUR TEAM IS LOOKING FOR:
– Education Mentors – Job Coaches

– Companions – Recovery Assistants

– Independent Living Skills Trainers

MAKE PROJECT GENESIS STRONGER:

Enjoy a flexible schedule with full-time, 
part-time, and per-diem positions available. 
This is a great opportunity for experienced social 
service professionals, retirees, and college 
students. Enjoy either full or part-time benefi ts.

VIEW OPEN JOBS GIVE US A CALL

MELISSA STOUGH
HR Recruiting Specialist
860.377.2072
Affirmative Action/EOE
#HCA 0001083

WE’RE STRONGER
WITH YOU.

RE1-5-24
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib
Every Friday Night!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur

Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

Wednesday is Pasta Night!

Make your 
Valentine’s 

Reservations!
serving a special menu

(No Pasta Night on Wed., 2/14)

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit  or 
call 860-342-6770. The library is also on Face-
book and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: The 
library will be closed Monday, Feb. 19, for Presi-
dents Day.

Winter Reading Challenge for Kids – Read-
ing is Fun Any Way You Slice It: Runs through 
Friday, March 1. This year’s theme is Pizza. Visit 
the library and get a pizza tray to hang on our 
bulletin board. Each time you check out ma-
terials in February (up to once per day), you’ll 
receive a slice to color and add it to your pizza. 
Once you’ve added eight slices and have a full 
pizza, you will have completed the challenge 
and will win a small prize.

Youth Programs: LGBTQ+ Social and Sup-
port Groups: Teens are invited to social meet-
ups at the library on the first Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. Support groups will meet 
on the third Wednesday of the month, with a 
parent and caregiver support group running 
concurrently in another room at the library. For 
more information, contact Jenn Renk at 860-
342-6770.

Family Fort Night and Hibernating Ani-
mal Hunt: Friday, Feb. 9, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Stop by 
after the library has closed to create a reading 
den, enjoy a bear-themed snack, and search the 
library once the lights go out for some hibernat-
ing animals hiding in the book stacks. Space is 
limited.

Snow Day: Tuesday, Feb. 20. Drop in during 
the day for a variety of snow day fun. Practice 
ice skating, have a snowball fight, create some 
winter-themed crafts, and sip on some hot co-
coa. No registration is required.

Pizza and Puzzles – Jigsaw Puzzle Competi-
tion: Saturday, Feb. 24, 10:30 a.m. Create a team 
with friends and family. Teams may consist of 
2-4 people who will compete to finish the same 
500-piece puzzle in the least amount of time. 
Space is limited to seven teams so register early.

Teen Event: Portland Pizza: Who’s the 
GOAT?: Tuesday, Feb. 27, 3:30 p.m. Sample 
slices from local pizza places and  choices and 
decide who is the champion. Space is limited. 
(Note the date change!)

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit Reception – 
Jennifer Hart: Snowpaintings: Saturday, Feb. 
10, 1 p.m. Hart says, “Snowpaintings are an 
original style of painting created in snowstorms 
that begin with falling snow on canvas.” The ex-
hibit runs Feb. 3-28.

Movie: Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1 p.m. A Haunt-
ing in Venice will be shown.

Monthly Writers’ Café: Saturday, Feb. 17, 
12:30 p.m., in the Van Beynum Room. Due to 
popular demand, the library will host a Writers’ 
Cafe on the third Saturday of each month. The 
first hour will be quiet, communal writing time, 
with the final 30 minutes set aside to chat about 
your project with fellow writers. 

February Book Clubs: Talk About Books: 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1 p.m., First Ladies by Marie 
Benedict will be discussed; Mystery Lovers’ 
Book Club: Tuesday, Feb. 20, 1 p.m., Down the 
River Unto the Sea by Walter Mosley will be dis-
cussed.

Gallery of Portland: A Black History Month 
Panel: Saturday Feb. 24, 1 p.m., at the Brown-
stone Intermediate School auditorium. The 
Portland Historical Society, Town Committee 
on Solidarity, and Portland Library present a 
panel discussion to commemorate and hon-
or the Black community members who have 
helped to shape Portland’s history. Registration 
is not required but is requested, by signing up or 
a reminder on the library event calendar.Mardi Gras Café at Portland Church

Inspired by chef Emeril Lagasse (right), Portland resident Jeff Fraulino (left) will 
create a New Orleans lunch at the Mardi Gras Fest at the First Congregational Church 
of Portland on Feb. 3.

First Congregational Church of Portland (lo-
cated at 554 Main St.) will hold a Mardi Gras 
Fest Saturday, Feb. 3, from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 
in the church’s Fellowship Hall. 

A variety of activities and treats will be avail-
able, with one highlight being the Mardi Gras 
Café, featuring a luncheon of authentic red 
beans and rice as well as chicken and andouille 
gumbo, both for eating in and taking out.

The Mardi Gras Café will be open at 9:30 
a.m. for muffins and coffee. As the morning 
progresses, the New Orleans lunch cuisine will 
appear. This food is the “real deal,” prepared by 
church member Jeffrey Fraulino and his kitchen 
helpers.  Several New Orleans inspired desserts 
including King’s Cake and New Orleans bread 
pudding will top off the delicious luncheon.

Fraulinio is no stranger to the kitchen and 
preparing New Orleans style meals is one of his 
passions. His career in commercial real estate 
afforded him many opportunities to eat all over 
Louisiana and actually find himself in the kitch-
ens of John Besh, Emeril Lagasse, John Folse 
and others. A self-described foodie and classi-
cally untrained in the culinary arts, he would 
love picking the brains of these well-known 

chefs, particularly Susan Spicer of the well-
known Bayonna Restaurant. 

Fraulino notes, “No shortcuts, a proper roux, 
and authentic ingredients such as Camillia red 
beans, a New Orleans staple, and Jacob’s andou-
ille from LaPlace result in a great outcome. I do 
skip the okra as I have found it to be an acquired 
taste up here in the Northeast.”

If you haven’t eaten these dishes in New Or-
leans and don’t plan to go there anytime soon, 
plan to head down to First Congregational 
Church for authentic Louisiana cuisine.  For 
the purists who know that red beans and rice 
is a dish meant for Mondays, the church says 
it guarantees the dish will taste just as good on 
a Saturday! Servings will be $10 for a pint con-
tainer. Gumbo will be topped with rice.

The Mardi Gras Fest will also feature a basket 
raffle with 21 overflowing themed gift baskets, 
a room filled with home-baked goods and can-
dies, as well as gifts and the church’s line of pho-
to greeting cards.  There will be a Kids’ Corner 
with crafts for children. 

A portion of the funds raised at the Mardi 
Gras Fest will be donated to the Portland Fuel 
Bank. 
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

ITS WARM INSIDE!

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

THE BEST FIRESIDE DINING AROUND!

and Patio!

Come warm your spirits at Sadler's this week. 
Bring this ad for these weekday dinner savings:

Book early for Valentine's Week Reservations!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

TUESDAY take 20% Off your entire dinner bill 
WEDNESDAY $10 OFF $50 or $20 OFF $100 
THURSDAY take 20% Off your entire dinner bill
(Good Feb.6-8th, after 4pm)  online use code WARM24
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IT’S WARM INSIDE!

554 MAIN STREET
PORTLAND, CT

R
E2

-2
-2

4

at First 
Congregational 

Church of Portland

February 3rd, 2024
9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Eat In or Take Out
Reservations NOT necessary

Cafe featuring Authentic New Orleans 
Gumbo, Rice and Beans, New Orleans 

Bread Pudding, Muffins and More!

Preschool Screening 
Valley View School in Portland will conduct a 

preschool screening Friday, Feb. 2, for children 
ages 3-4. The screening is designed to answer 
any questions or concerns about a child’s devel-
opment as well as identifying children who may 
be eligible for the preschool selection process.

During the screening your child will meet 
with members from our preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-
ing cognition, communication, fine and gross 
motor skills and social interaction. During this 

time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s 
adaptive and personal social skills.

Following the screening you will receive a let-
ter stating your child’s results. In order for your 
child to attend Valley View’s preschool program 
they must participate in the screening process. 
Peer role models are determined on a year-to-
year basis. For more information and to sched-
ule an appointment, call Valley View School at 
860-342-3131.

Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Library
The Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Port-

land Library is open during normal library 
hours, for anyone looking to pick up some-
thing to do during these dark winter months.

 Whether you are seeking Valentine Day 
romance, gardening tips, jigsaw puzzles, or 
books on audio CDs that you can listen to 
while you do other tasks, The Friends of the 
Portland Library bookshop has an array of of-
ferings. There are fiction, romance, teen, and 
children’s used books as well as DVDs avail-
able during regular library hours. Books are 

50 cents for paperbacks and children’s books, 
$1 for trade paperbacks and $2 for hardcover. 
DVDs are 50 cents each disc unless marked 
otherwise. 

There are also large print mystery and gen-
eral fiction books that have been removed 
from the library collection for 50 cents, as 
well as TV series on DVD for 50 cents each 
disc.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org 
for more information or email questions to 
friendsoftheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Exchange Club
Bingo Night

The Portland Exchange Club will hold 
its final Bingo Night on Thursday, Feb. 8, at 
Concentric Brewing, located at 91 Main St. 
Card sales start at 6 p.m., and games start at 7. 

Admission is $20 for four cards to be used 
for all 10 games, with prizes for the winner 
of each game. Proceeds from the night will 
go towards the continuing work the Portland 
Exchange Club does in Portland. Cash, cred-
it, and debit cards are accepted. Last month 
the Exchange Club donated $300 to the Port-
land Fuel Bank. 

For additional information, go to www.
portlandexchange.org.

Free Tax Prep
at Senior Center

AARP will be offering free tax return prep-
aration at the Portland Senior Center every 
Wednesday, from Feb. 7-April 10, from 9 a.m.-
noon each week. 

Anyone interested must sign up at the Waver-
ly Center in advance by calling 860-342-6760.

POWER Up Portland
 The POWER Up Portland Prevention & 

Wellness Council will meet Tuesday, Jan. 30, 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m., on the first floor of the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265 Main 
St. 

All are invited to stop by and help work as a 
community on youth substance use prevention, 
positive mental health, and becoming a recov-
ery friendly community.

Concert Coming
The Excuses will kick off their 2024 World 

Happiness tour in Rome’s hometown of Port-
land on Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2 p.m., at Concen-
tric Brewing, 91 Main St. 

It is a free show, to benefit Portland Food 
Bank. Any donations can be sent to or dropped 
off at the food bank, 7 Waverly Ave. The band 
will perform two sets. 

The Excuses feature Tony Rome on vocals, Ed 
Misenti on guitar, Doug Mentlick on bass, and 
Glen Carta on drums. 

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding Kindergarten 

Registration for the 2024-25 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be 5 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2024, should 
contact Valley View School at pgross@port-
landct.us to indicate if you will be registering 
your child for kindergarten. Please provide your 
child’s full name, date of birth, phone number 
and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.

Carpino Office Hours
State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) will 

host Legislative Office Hours Monday, Feb. 
5, from 6-7:30 p.m., at the Cromwell Belden 
Public Library, 39 West St., Cromwell. 

All residents of the 32nd District, which 
includes Cromwell and Portland, are invited 
to register for a 10- to 15-minute one-on-
one meeting with Carpino. Register for the 
event at www.tinyurl.com/CarpinoFeb5.

For more information, contact Press 
Secretary Joseph Coss at joseph.coss@cga.
ct.gov or Outreach Coordinator, Joseph Ga-
rabedian at joe.garabedian@cga.ct.gov.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., holds Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m. each week. Communion is offered 
the first Sunday of the month. This Sunday, Feb. 
4, the service will be led by Intentional Interim 
Minister the Rev. Barry McCarthy, with his ser-
mon titled “You Make a Difference.” All are in-

vited; coffee hour follows the service. 
First Church Nursery School offers a pro-

gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor 
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 
a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 
Antonelle for an appointment.

Other Programs: For information on faith 
formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Bereavement Support Group: The group 
meets every second Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome to 
attend. For more information, call Susan Bon-
giorno at 860-685-1966.

Zion Lutheran
Church News

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Masks are optional. A recording of the ser-
vice is posted to YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. 
Bulletins for the service are posted each week at 
zionlutheranportland.org.

All are welcome to all worship services and 
special events. For more information or if in 
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Dean’s List
Portland residents Rowan Bell, Julianne Fa-

vale, Carly Graves, Brandon Masal and Jenna 
Randazzo made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at the 
University of Rhode Island.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have replacement batteries.

$10.00 
OFF

Offer Ends 2/29/2024

We Are An
Emissions Test Station!

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Stay In The Game This Winter!
We make KEYS & FOBS
for less than the dealer!

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!
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Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Your smile is our prioritY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

Evening/Saturday Hours Available
860-342-3303

— New patients Are Welcome —

The safety of our patients and staff members is 
extremely important for us. All recommended 

COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds 

Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church 
School. 

The church will offer “Ashes to Go” on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, from 7-9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. 
Simply drive into the driveway in front of the 
church to receive a blessing and ashes. 

There is a change to the Friday schedule. The 
church will now be open for prayer and medi-

tation, and for Anglican Prayer beading, from 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  All are welcome; no prior 
beading experience is required. 

For more information, the church’s calendar 
of events, to donate, or to listen to past sermons 
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have 
prayer requests, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

‘Chill for Change’ Coming Soon
All are invited to join Middlesex YMCA 

and Camp Ingersoll for the tenth Chill for 
Change on Saturday, Feb. 10, at Jobs Pond. 
At 1 p.m. that day, folks will take dip in the 
icy waters to raise money for scholarships for 
YMCA Camp Ingersoll.

The goal for this year is a record of $35,000 
raised, with over 70 jumpers. All funds raised 
go directly to supporting camp scholarships. 
Sign up and create a team at campingersoll.
org/chill-for-change, and then ask friends, 
neighbors, coworkers and family members to 

either join your team or support your jump by 
donating online. 

All jumpers must preregister. Awards are 
given for Best Costume, Best Team Theme, 
and Biggest Piggy Bank (most funds raised). 
The individual who raises the most money 
will receive a certificate for a free session of 
camp. This certificate can be used for your 
own family, or gifted to anyone you know. 

Contact Ben Silliman at bsilliman@mid-
ymca.org or 860-342-2267, or search ‘YMCA 
Camp Ingersoll’ on Facebook.

At Jan. 28‘s annual meeting of the Portland Historical Society, Portland resident 
Mary Dickerson was presented a Certificate of Appreciation by outgoing society 
president Julie Macksoud, for her program, “The Irish and the Portland Brownstone 
Quarries: 3 Stories.” Dickerson shared family stories as well as research she has done 
both in the U.S. and Ireland about why the Irish came to the Portland area to work 
in the brownstone quarries.

Historical Society Holds Annual Meeting
The Portland Historical Society held its an-

nual meeting at 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28, at the 
Portland Senior Center, with over 80 attendees. 

Highlights of the meeting included the election 
of the following slate of officers: Susan Bransfield, 
President; Amy Knous, 1st Vice President; Linda 
Cunningham, Corresponding Secretary; Linda 
Prelli, Recording Secretary, David O’Brien, Trea-
surer and Susan Young, Director. They were all 
elected to terms beginning this year.

Awards were announced by Robert McDou-
gall, chair of the Trustees. Accepted by Jim and 
Carol Hill, Trinity Church was presented an 
Award of Recognition for its 235th anniversary 
celebration and for the parish’s integral role in 
the communities of Portland and Middletown. 
Photographer Joe Gowac was recognized for 
his photography of the Arrigoni Bridge and the 
honor of having his photo selected by the USPS 
to be included in their historic Bridges stamp 
series that was released August 24, 2023. The 
Society also expressed appreciation for Gowac’s 
generosity in allowing the Society to offer prints 
of his original photo to the public. 

Certificates of Appreciation were given to 
Julie Macksoud for her service as a director, 
Vice-President and as President for the last 
three years and to James McCabe for his service 
as treasurer for over 20 years. On behalf of the 
trustees and the executive board, Deborah Ells-
worth and Amy Knous presented gifts to outgo-
ing President Julie Macksoud.

Society member Mary Dickerson provided a 
program, “The Irish and the Portland Brown-
stone Quarries: 3 Stories.” Dickerson presented 
background history of three ancestors who 
traveled from Ireland to the United States in 
the 1800s to work in the brownstone quarries. 
Along with family anecdotes, facts researched 
on trips to Ireland and in Russell Library’s 
Penny Press collection, Dickerson shared fam-
ily photos, schoolbooks and even a child’s chair 
that her family has preserved. 

Dickerson received a Certificate of Appre-
ciation for her program that shared a family’s 
history, and allowing us to better understand a 
piece of Portland’s past and relate it to the pres-
ent day.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

(We regret we cannot 
take ads over the phone)

The Glastonbury 
Citizen & The 

Rivereast News 
Bulletin
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 2/29/24

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated 
information is also on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 
September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 

located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 
Sunday School.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, 5:30-7 p.m., in the Stage Room. There 
will be beads, music, and pancakes for dinner. 
There will be a free-will offering for this event.

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14: Ostrout will offer 
Ashes to Go from 7-9 a.m. outside in front of 
the church. There will also be an Ash Wednes-
day service at 7 PM, led by the Discipleship 
Class. All are welcome to attend.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. 

Main St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. 
Sundays. Follow the church on Facebook for 
the livestream. For more information, call 
Pastor Don Rivers – the church’s bi-voca-
tional pastor, who also serves as president for 
“Racing with Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or 
visit christianlifechapel.org.

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Community Bible Study and Prayer: 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 

an open discussion on how God fits into your 
life. 

Community Theatre to Get Kinky
Colchester Community Theatre (CCT) will 

present Kinky Boots through special arrange-
ments with Music Theatre International, Feb. 
16-18 at Bacon Academy.

Kinky Boots won six Tonys including Best 
Musical, the Grammy for Best Musical Theatre 
album and London’s Olivier Award for Best Mu-
sical. The play features a Tony-winning score by 
pop icon Cyndi Lauper, and a book by four-
time Tony winner Harvey Fierstein. Billy Porter 
won a Best Actor Tony Award for his portrayal 
of Lola.

In the musical, Charlie Price has reluctantly 
inherited his father’s shoe factory, which is on 
the verge of bankruptcy. Trying to live up to 
his father’s legacy and save his family business, 
Charlie finds inspiration in the form of Lola, a 
fabulous entertainer in need of some sturdy sti-
lettos. As they work to turn the factory around, 
this unlikely pair find that they have more in 
common than they realized… and discover that 
when you change your mind, you can change 
your whole world.

Performance dates are Friday, Feb. 16, at 7 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Feb. 18, at 2 p.m. All shows are at 

the Bacon Academy auditorium, 611 Norwich 
Ave. Tickets are $18 for adults and $14 for se-
niors (65+) and children (age 12 and under). 
Preferred seating tickets (a maximum of 60 
each performance) are available for $28 each. 
Preferred seating ticketholders will be asked to 
arrive at least a half hour before performance 
times as entrance to obtain seats of their choice 
will be allowed before the general audience. 
Seating for the general audience will take place 
20–30 minutes before the performance time.

Several ticket purchase options are available: 
1) Online ticket sales (Credit Card only) are 
available through ShowTix4U – see additional 
information on the ‘Buy Tickets’ page at www.
colchestercommunitytheatre.com.

2) In-person ticket sales (cash and check 
only) are available at Wagging Tails Pet Shop 
(95C Linwood Ave.) and Gifts On The Green 
(44 Main St.) during their regular business 
hours. 

3) Tickets will be available at the door (Cash, 
Check, or Venmo) on performance days subject 
to availability. 

Advance ticket purchase is recommended. All 
ticket sales are final – no refunds or exchanges. 
Make checks payable to Colchester Community 
Theatre, Inc.

CCT is selling advertisement space in its 
digital program as well as sponsorship levels to 
offset the cost of costumes, sets and props con-
struction. For more information, call producer 
Donna Brown at 860-639-9315.

In case of inclement weather, visit CCT’s 
Facebook page and website for updates.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more 
information, call 860-537-3082 or visit Abun-
dantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also Children’s Church available for ages 4-11. 
All are welcome. The main service is also broad-

cast live each week on Facebook. Visit www.
facebook.com/groups/abundantlifeCT or look 
for the church on Facebook. For more informa-
tion, call the church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call the 
church to be placed on the prayer list. You may 
also ask about the various days and times the 
prayer groups meet and come at that time. 

Dean’s List
The following Colchester residents made the 

fall 2023 Dean’s List at Springfield College in 
Springfield, Mass.:

Kevin Giulini, who is majoring in criminal 
justice; Skylar Gustavsen, who is majoring in 
health science; Paige Lawrence, who is majoring 
in exercise science/pre-AT; Sarah Newton, who 
is majoring in health science/pre-PT; Julian 
Prignano, who is majoring in business manage-
ment; Jessica Schuth, who is majoring in health 
science/pre-OT.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Members Sought
for Honor Guard 

Members are sought for the Colchester 
Veterans Honor Guard, which provides mili-
tary funeral honors for a veteran’s families 
and friends. 

The Colchester Honor Guard meets the 
first and third Tuesdays of every month from 
7-8 p.m. in the Veterans Room of the Col-
chester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave. Most 
funeral honors are performed between 9 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Monday to Saturday. 

Contact Al Letendre at 860-917-9391 or le-
tendrej@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Liah Brown, Andrew 

Navickas and Reina Spearin made the fall 2023 
Dean’s List at Lasell University in Newton, Mass.

Dean’s List
Davin Roy of Colchester made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Commonwealth University of 
Pennsylvania.

Roy is a student at the Lock Haven campus.

Dean’s List
Loudon Chupas of Colchester made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at American International Col-
lege in Springfield, Mass.

Chupas is majoring in criminal justice.

Dean’s List
The following Colchester residents made the 

fall 2023 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode 
Island:

Quinn Clark, Mackenzie Dean, Gracyn Kane, 
Justin Kelsey, Matt McCune, Morgan Merchant.

President’s List
Elijah Blanchard of Colchester made the fall 

2023 President’s List at Nichols College in Dud-
ley, Mass.

BOF Finalizes Budget Schedule
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Finance (BOF) last 
week cemented its 2024-25 fiscal year budget 
season calendar, agreeing to a comprehen-
sive and demanding timeline in the upcoming 
months. 

Overall, the schedule was slightly pushed 
back compared to what officials had initially 
proposed; BOF budget forums — preliminary 
meetings held before any hard numbers are re-
leased — will begin on Feb. 21, a date that was 
delayed a week due to Valentine’s Day. Both the 
school and town budget proposals will be jointly 
presented to the BOF and community on April 
3, with a referendum date targeted for June 11.

Meanwhile, Colchester Superintendent of 
Schools Daniel Sullivan III is expected to pres-
ent his 2024-2025 school budget proposal to the 
Board of Education (BOE) on Feb. 13. The BOE 
will then make its own modifications before 
officially adopting a spending plan that will be 
submitted to the BOF.

The ultimate goal, outlined by BOF Chair-
man Scott Chapman, is to have both the mu-
nicipal and school budgets approved at referen-
dum before the start of the upcoming fiscal year 
on July 1. Chapman had previously speculated 
that a May referendum date might be achiev-
able, which would allow the BOF extra time to 
repackage the budgets if one, or both, fail at the 
ballot box.

Featuring budget forums, workshops, special 
meetings and public hearings, along with regu-

lar bimonthly meetings, the BOF schedule is 
crowded.

“I know I’m putting a lot on our board and 
there’s a lot of dates on there because we all have 
to agree that giving what we’re up against, hav-
ing a healthy amount of workshops to really go 
over everything and make sure that we’re put-
ting everything out to the public is paramount,” 
Chapman said during the Jan. 24 meeting.

Last month, First Selectman Bernie Dennler 
III announced he was implementing a soft bud-
get freeze due to “concerning” spending trends 
and accounting issues in the finance depart-
ment; all town purchases must be approved by 
the first selectman and nonessential spending 
will be limited. 

The freeze was enacted because MUNIS re-
ports that are used by officials to track monthly 
town expenditures appeared inaccurate, and 
expenses were either were “double-booked” or 
needed to be reclassified into the correct ac-
counts. Dennler had informed the BOF that the 
financial reports “don’t paint an accurate picture 
for your decision making.”

During an earlier meeting on Jan. 10, Mi-
chelle Marceau, the acting director of finance, 
warned the BOF that it would take time to fully 
remedy the issue. Her focus during the month 
had been on W-2s and 1099s, which were due 
Jan. 31. 

While updates to the expenditures reports 
could start to materialize in the weeks ahead, 

Dennler indicated that they “really have not 
moved much” so far. Some expenses, however, 
have been reclassified to correct accounts.

MUNIS reports help inform and update the 
BOF regarding all town spending trends. While 
department heads are able to provide insight 
into their own budgets, the absence of correct 
reports underscores the challenges the board 
will encounter moving forward.

In a prior Facebook post in January, Denn-
ler stated that “it is difficult to say at this point 
where the town’s spending year-to-date truly 
lies and even harder to project where things will 
land when the fiscal year ends.”

At the latest meeting on Jan. 24, Chapman 
stated that resolving the concerns within the 
finance department was “definitely a concern,” 
especially when considering the board’s budget 
timeline.

The town is also working on the 2022-23 fi-
nancial audit, which will be due at the end of 
June as well. Failure to do so, Dennler reported, 
may result in state oversight.

When the BOF’s budget forums commence, 
they will likely include community feedback as 

the officials review their top priorities. 
One potential subject that may be assessed is 

the budgetary needs for the town’s new senior 
center, which will likely be completed by the 
end of next summer or earlier autumn — well 
into the 2024-25 fiscal year.

Because the new facility will be larger than 
the current senior center, officials may consider 
whether budget hikes are required to cover any 
anticipated cost increases or staffing needs.

“There’s a lot of unknowns when it comes to 
the cost of that,” Dennler said.

The BOF could decide to keep the upcom-
ing senior services budget aligned with current 
spending, and absorb any overages that may or 
may not arise. 

Under the current 2023-24 fiscal year, the 
school budget is slated at $43.98 million — 
around $1.95 million above the 2022-23 fiscal 
year. Municipal spending is $15.66 million — 
just shy of $40,000 more than the previous fis-
cal year. Both spending plans were approved at 
a second referendum in August — a month into 
the fiscal year they funded.
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Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions • Asset Protection

Guarnaccia, Connors, Kalom & Zorn, LLC
Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

www.attorneysatlawct.com
Colchester 860-537-4400 • Willimantic 860-423-6308
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 2/29/24.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 2/29/24.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 2/15/2024.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepalooza: Fridays, Feb. 23 and March 
22, from 6-8 p.m. each night, at Town Hall. Cost 
is $25/team. Children can be on a team, but 
there must be at least two adults on each team.

Family Cross-Country Skiing: Runs 
through March 7, weather permitting, at Eliza-
beth and Ruby Cohen Park. Hours are: Fridays/
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-noon, and Sundays, 1-2 p.m. 
Must provide own equipment. You will receive 
updates upon registration to when program will 
meet.

Colchester Choir and Orchestra: Visit www.
colchesterchoirorchestra.org for more informa-
tion. Rehearsals are: Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m. for 
choir and 7:30-9 p.m. for orchestra, at Bacon 
Academy. Fee: $35 for ages 18 and up; $15 for 
students and youth under 18. There will be a 
spring concert, free for all to attend, on Sunday, 
March 10, also at Bacon.

Summer Day Camp Registration: Return-
ing camper early bird registration begins Feb. 
19, and new camper registration starts March 4. 
The summer day camp, for kids entering grades 
K-7 in the fall, will run June 24-Aug. 16, Mon-
day through Friday, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. each 
day. The weekly themes and field trips will be 
announced in mid-February, Cost per week is 
$170/child. Aftercare is available from 3- p.m., 
for an additional $45 each week. Cost includes 

all activities and field trips but does not include 
food. All snacks and lunches must be sent with 
your camper.

CT Safe Boating Class: May 14 and 16, 5-9 
p.m., at Town Hall. While there is no mini-
mum age requirement to take the class, students 
must be able to attend all eight hours and take a 
60-question multiple choice test. Fee for class: 
$25.

Pre-Teen Leadership Camp: For youth 
entering grades 6-7 in the fall. There will be 
one-week sessions, with new groups each 
week, from June 24-Aug. 16 (no camp July 
4 or 5). Hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. Fee is $170/week, with aftercare available 
each day until 5 p.m., for an additional fee. 
Counselor-in-Training (C.I.T.) Leadership 
Program: For ages 14 and up. Session 1: June 
24-July 12 (no camp July 4 or 5); Session 2: July 
15-Aug. 2. Hours are: Monday-Friday, from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day. Fee: $125. Upon successful 
completion of the program you can volunteer as 
a Junior Counselor at day camp from July 15-
Aug. 16. You’ll attend camp for free.

Colchester Youth Theatre Camp: For kids 
entering grades 2-7 in the fall. The two-week 
session runs Aug. 12-23, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This two-week camp 
is designed to immerse kids in the world of the-
atre, culminating with performance of a play on 
Friday, Aug. 23. No acting experience necessary. 
Fee: $300/camper. A minimum of 20 campers is 
required, with a maximum of 40 campers.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on 
Zoom; call for link. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live 
and on Zoom – Shabbat; Saturday morning, 10 

a.m., live and on Zoom – Shabbat service.
There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 

Alter’s Facebook page; Ask the Rabbi – Bible 
Portion is also featured.  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

A storytelling show to benefit the Bacon Academy FIRST Robotics Team will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at Bacon. Pictured here, hard at work, are Robocats members 
(from left) Miles Viggiani, mentor Brian Reas, Sam Ringuette, Taylor Gerst and Abby 
Belding. John Dalton is in back right. 

Bacon Storytelling Show to Benefit Robotics Team                   
Bacon Academy will host a storytelling show 

Wednesday, Feb. 21 (snow date is Feb. 22) at 7 
p.m., in the school auditorium. The show will 
benefit the school’s FIRST Robotics Team. The 
Robocats won the New England District Cham-
pionship last year and are currently working to 
meet the challenges of the 2024 season. 

The show will be headlined by storytellers 
Arnie Pritchard and John Melmed who will re-

late true personal stories from their school years 
and adult lives. Stories are best suited for ages 
12 and over.

Tickets are $10 per adult and $5 per student, 
and additional donations are welcome. Dona-
tions of $100 or more will purchase priority 
seating for six. 

Find out more at team1699.org/storytelling-
night-bacon. 

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time
Colchester Elementary School will host the 

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time program 
Thursdays, Feb. 15, March 14 and April 18, for 
4- and 5-year-old Colchester children who will 
be entering kindergarten during the 2024-25 
school year.

During each of the three sessions, children 
will listen to books read by kindergarten teach-
ers, while parents learn about the registration 
process, the kindergarten curriculum, readiness 
expectations, the school day, school policies and 

transportation. A question-and-answer period 
will be available at each session. 

The program will be held each month from 
11-11:30 a.m., in the CES media center. Parents 
and children are invited to attend multiple story 
times. Topics for parent information change 
each month. No pre-registration is required. 

Boy Scout Pasta Dinner
Boy Scout Troop 13 will hold its second an-

nual Pasta Dinner Saturday, March 2, from 4-7 
p.m., at the St. Andrew Parish Center, located at 
128 Norwich Ave. In case of inclement weather, 
the date will be moved to Sunday, March 3.

Both dine-in and take-out meals will be avail-
able. Preorder your meal at troop13pastadinner.
square.site for a discounted rate. Meal prices at 
the door are $15 for adults and $12 for seniors; 
children under 5 are free. The meal will include 
a salad, bread, and dessert. Drinks are available 
for dine-in patrons only. 

Proceeds help support the various troop ac-
tivities throughout the year.

Honoring Black
History Month

Colchester’s Openness to Respecting Equity 
(CORE) Commission and the Colchester Senior 
Center are hosting a Community Book Club all 
February in honor of Black History Month, and 
the public is welcome to participate. The book 
selected is called The Sum of Us: What Racism 
Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper To-
gether.

Copies are available at Cragin or can be pur-
chased through Amazon. There will be three 
dates in February to discuss the book, includ-
ing daily trivia questions about the 2024 Black 
History Month theme, African American and 
the Arts, and a calendar of events on the town 
website, www.colchesterct.gov.

President’s List
Torye Seidler of Colchester made the fall 2023 

President’s List at the University of Alabama.
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Coupon good through 2/29/2024. One per customer.
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

BRAKE 
SERVICE 
SPECIAL

$2000 OFF
Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions

Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 RE2-2-24

That Spring Market 
will be here before 

you know it!

CaCall us today for your 
FFree Market Analysis!

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Martinis and Jewelry
The St. Joseph’s Polish Club’s annual Mar-

tinis and Jewelry fundraiser is Sunday, Feb. 
4, from 1-5 p.m., at the club, 395 S. Main St.

This year’s event will benefit the Colches-
ter Veterans Honor Guard. Have martinis 
and appetizers while you shop the Touch-
stone Crystal Jewelry by Swarovski, with 
their representative Patricia Welch.

For more information, call 860-537-2550.

Lions’ Breakfast
Buffet is Back

The Colchester Lions will hold a Breakfast 
Buffet at the St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 395 S. 
Main St., on Sunday, Feb. 25, from 7:30-11:30 
a.m. 

This is a full breakfast with eggs, bacon, sau-
sage, toast, home fries and pancakes, with juice, 
coffee, tea and water. Prices in advance are $9 
for adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for ages 5-12, and 
free for children 4 and under. At the door, tick-
ets are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors, $6 for ages 
5-12, and free for children 4 and under.

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Dime 
Bank in Colchester, or call 860-537-1093 and 
leave a message for Julie.

Free Polka Lessons
St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 395 

South Main St., will offer free polka dance 
lessons Saturday, Feb. 10, and Friday, Feb. 
16, at 7 p.m. both nights. 

The lessons are for beginners and anyone 
wanting fun and exercise.  

For more information, call Carol Carlson 
at 765-730-6206.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 Cem-

etery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 a.m. The 
services are also available on Zoom; visit west-
chestercongchurch.org for login information. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; 
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one 
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Monday, Feb. 5: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m., 
Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge; 
12:45 p.m., Setback.

Tuesday, Feb. 6: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 
p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, Feb. 7: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the 
Air Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Life Review Writ-
ing; 1 p.m., Backus Stroke Survivors Program; 
1:30 p.m., Line Dancing.

Thursday, Feb. 8: 9 a.m., Exercise w/Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 10 a.m., Card-
Making; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Chair Massage; 
noon-3 p.m., Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:30 
p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet.

Friday, Feb. 9: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., AARP Tax 
Aide, by appointment only; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 
10:15 a.m., Across the Ages; 10:30 a.m., Choral 
Group; 10:45 a.m., Blood Pressure Clinic; 11 
a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Chatham Health Edu-
cation Series’ noon, Souper Bowl Luncheon; 1 
p.m., Tech Time with Harry; 1:30 p.m., Bingo. 

Experiencing Culture Through Cooking & 
Crafts – Chinese New Year Fortune Cookie 
Food Demo: Monday, Feb. 12, 10:30 a.m. Learn 
how to make a simple fortune cookie at home. 
Each person will leave with three personalized 
cookies. Cost is $5/person. Space is limited. 

Experiencing Culture Through Cooking & 
Crafts – Hand-Painted Chinese Fans: Monday, 
Feb. 26, 10:30 a.m. Paint a bamboo folding fan 
with a cherry blossom pattern following along 
with Jodi or do your own design. Cost is $5/
person.

Ham Radio Meeting: Friday, Feb. 16, 2 p.m. 
Learn about the hobby and chat with those that 
are already ham radio operators. All are wel-
come.

Love Boat Luncheon: Wednesday, Feb. 21, 11 
a.m. Sail off on a tropical cruise, even if it is only 
in your imagination. Jose Paulo returns to the 
senior center with his enthusiastic multicultural 
performance. A menu of glazed ham with pine-
apple, mashed sweet potatoes, green beans, rolls 
& butter, and chocolate cake will be served. Cost 
is $9/person. Space is limited.

Ballpark Movie Event: Wednesday, Feb. 28, 
11:30 a.m. See The League, a documentary film 
about Negro League Baseball’s triumphs and 
challenges through the first half of the 20th 
century. Have some ballpark favorites including 
hot dogs, popcorn, Cracker Jacks, and a soda or 
water while viewing this film. Cost is $6/person 
and space is limited. Register by Feb. 21.

Wills & Trusts Seminar: Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
10 a.m. This is the same presentation that was 
done in September. Priority will be given to 
those that were on the September waitlist. Ad-
ditional openings will be made available if space 
permits. Call the senior center to inquire about 
space and to register. Registration is required.

Town-Wide Book Discussion for Black 
History Month: Thursday, Feb. 29, 1 p.m. The 
senior center will collaborate with the town’s 
CORE Commission for a community book read 
in honor of Black History Month. The Sum of 
Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We 
Can Prosper Together, by Heather McGhee, will 
be discussed. Two books are available at the se-
nior center to borrow, and others are available at 
Cragin Library. This will be one of three town-
wide discussions of the book.

Troop 72’s Newest Eagle Scouts
Troop 72 recently held an Eagle Court of 

Honor at Colchester Federated Church for its 
newest Eagle scouts – Connor Denecour and 
Brendan Reas. 

They join 91 other Eagle scouts in the troop’s 
85-year history. The Scouts must have earned 13 
required merit badges and at least eight elective 
merit badges, served in Troop leadership posi-
tions for at least 16 months, and spent at least 
13 hours on service projects, not including the 
many hours spent on their own Eagle Scout ser-
vice projects. In all, they have each completed 
approximately 325 different requirements.

Denecour crossed over from Pack 109 in 
2015 and graduated from Bacon Academy and 
is in his second year at the University of Con-
necticut in Storrs, where he enjoys rowing with 
the crew team and is majoring in digital media 
and design and history.

Reas crossed over from Pack 13 in 2016 and 
graduated from Bacon Academy in 2023 and 
was accepted into an Army ROTC Scholarship 
Program upon graduation and is attending Nor-
wich University in Northfield, Vt. He is studying 
Criminal Justice and is a member of the Corps 
of Cadets and Army ROTC.

The Eagle project is the highlight of the path 
to Eagle. Its focus is for the scouts to be the proj-
ect manager for a service project that benefits 
the community. The scouts are responsible for 

the entire project, from concept to funding and 
completion, including proposals, budgets, and 
writeup. All physical work for the projects was 
done by troop scouts, leaders, and some friends 
of Troop 72. 

The Eagle projects were completed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Denecour’s project was the restoration a stor-
age shed used by the Colchester Giving Garden. 
The project consisted of leading volunteers from 
Troop 72 to replace the failed siding and roof-
ing, replace the swinging double doors, and in-
stall a small ramp. A bench was also built and 
nestled near the garden so the volunteers and 
gardeners could take a break.

For Reas’s Eagle project, he worked with the 
Colchester Land Trust to design, build, and 
install five benches on their hiking trails at 
Bulkeley Hill Preserve. He sourced wood for the 
project from JN Webster Scout Reservation and 
his own front yard. Workdays took place in his 
driveway at home to prepare the benches and at 
various locations in the preserve to install the 
benches.

The new Eagle scouts have much to be proud 
of and this achievement will follow them the 
rest of their life.

Troop 72 meets at Colchester Federated 
Church. For more information about Troop 72, 
email Scoutmaster@Troop72ct.org.

Meet Troop 72’s newest Eagle scouts – Brendan Reas, left, and Connor Denecour.

Residents with Special Needs
The Colchester Department of Senior Servic-

es is working to update its list of residents with 
special needs. 

These are people who self-identify as needing 
additional assistance or support in the event of 
a town-wide emergency, such as a power outage 
or mass evacuation. Special needs can pertain 
to a number of things, such as mobility issues, 
health complications or mental health needs, 

and apply to residents of any age. 
If you wish to have your name on this list, 

contact Patty Watts at the Colchester Senior 
Center at 860-537-3911. If your name is already 
on the list, you will be contacted to ensure that 
your information is up to date. 

Once completed, this directory is shared with 
the director of emergency management and the 
fire chief.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Sean Baldyga, Ryan 

Claffey and Jordan Malloy made the fall 2023 
Dean’s List at Stonehill College in Easton, Mass.

Police News
1/11: Ryan Gordon, 36, of East Hartford, was 

arrested and charged with second-degree failure 
to appear, according to police.

Dean’s List
Sarah Vilardo of Colchester made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Siena College in Loudonville, 
N.Y.

50 Years of
Bacon Wrestling

2023-24 is Bacon Academy Wrestling’s 50th 
varsity season. All are invited to The Matt Bishel 
Bobcat Classic on Saturday, Feb. 3.

This is an all-day tournament at which Bacon 
Academy Wrestling will honor former alumnus 
Matt Bishel, who passed away in 2011. Wres-
tling starts at 10 a.m.
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Liam

RE11-17-23

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular

Our 31st Year!!!
860-228-1383 M-F 9-5

SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

Apple Tortes Sale
The Second Congregational Church of 

Middle Haddam will sell eight-inch apple 
torte hearts for $15 on Wednesday, Feb. 
14, from 5:30-6:30 p.m., at the church, 52 
Middle Haddam Rd.

Call 860 267-9524 and leave a message 
with name and callback number or text 860 
682-2067 to reserve.

Windham Chamber Head Reflects on Maple Fest
By Michael Sinkewicz

In March, the Town Center Project Inc. 
(TTCP) will officially host Hebron’s beloved 
Maple Festival, advertising this year’s event as a 
resuscitation of its historic roots.

The TTCP, a nonprofit initiative established 
in 2017, assumed responsibility of the tradition 
from the Windham Region Chamber of Com-
merce, who had organized the festival since 
2016.

Last week, TTCP President Holly Habicht 
and Ron Wenzel, of Hebron’s Wenzel Sugar-
house, outlined their goals in overseeing the 
event and described why they felt a change in 
direction was necessary. 

“It had grown into something that it really 
was never intended to be,” Habicht said.

Hebron’s Maple Festival will be held on 
March 16 and 17, but the Windham Chamber 
will also be moving ahead with its own separate 
food truck event in Mansfield on March 9 and 
10, billed as the “Eastern CT Maple Festival.”

This week, Diane Nadeau, president of the 
Windham Chamber of Commerce, reflected 
on her partnership running the Hebron festival 
with the town, which she views as a period of 
successful growth.

‘Amicable’ Transition
Nadeau told the Rivereast that the festival’s 

transition to the TTCP was “amicable.” She said 
some local residents were unhappy that the 
Chamber was continuing on with its own event 
just up the road, which can potentially be seen 
as conflicting with the Hebron Maple Festival 
taking place just one week later.

“But I think everyone is on the same page 
now and happy to help each other out,” Nadeau 
stated, adding that the Chamber has recom-
mended that its vendors do both events, and 
that both sides will post online that a second 
event is taking place for “maple fanatics.”

It was important for the Chamber to con-
tinue hosting some version of a maple festival, 
Nadeau continued, and the pivot to Mansfield 
will allow organizers more space and freedom.

“Since so many people have enjoyed our for-
mat of the Maple Festival, and our vendors rely 
on it to keep their businesses going through the 
slow season,” Nadeau said, “we will continue to 
host a fun event with lots of things for kids and 
families to enjoy, where every food booth has 

something maple, and people can learn about 
the process of making syrup and the impor-
tance of agriculture in our state, in particular in 
rural eastern Connecticut.”

The tradition of Hebron’s Maple Festival dates 
back to the 1980s and is deeply rooted in the 
town’s sugarhouses. Nadeau said that in 2015, 
some of the original sugarhouse owners were 
“retiring” from organizing the festival, and the 
town began searching for a new organization to 
take over, before ultimately asking the Chamber 
if it could help out.

The Chamber sent out surveys to local busi-
nesses and vendors who had recently participat-
ed in the festival, and as it officially embarked on 
the 2016 event, the Chamber looked to resolve 
ongoing problems it believed existed through-
out prior years.

“The town selectmen and town manag-
er wanted a larger event with more people,” 
Nadeau said. “We grew it from about 500 people 
to about 5,000 people.”

From 2016 through 2023 — excluding a short 
gap due to the COVID-19 pandemic — the 
Chamber operated the event with the goal of ex-
panding and raising money. Nadeau stated that 
the town leaders wanted it to bring “as many 
people to town as possible.”

“Our major goal as the Chamber was to pro-
vide a revenue generation source and support 
for all businesses in the region, in particular 
those in rural areas like Hebron, with particu-
lar emphasis on supporting small nonprofit or-
ganizations and community groups,” she said. 
“These groups came to depend on this event as 
their major fundraiser for the year.”

During that time, the Chamber would com-
municate with the town and Board of Selectmen 
to solicit input, as well as from patrons who at-
tended the festival. Accordingly, new vendors 
and activities were added.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney told the 
Rivereast this week that while the town wasn’t 
necessarily opposed to the increase in atten-
dance, the “formalization” that occurred once 
the Chamber took over changed the vibe of the 
festival.

Due to event insurance, the Chamber 
amassed the vendors in one central location and 
the festival essentially became a “vendor” event 

rather than a Maple Festival, he said.
“It got away from the original mission,” Tier-

ney said.
Return to Roots?

Habicht previously stated that the two-day ex-
travaganza had perhaps inflated too much, and 
that the focus had shifted away from the core 
values that made the Maple Festival unique. 

“We don’t need to make this bigger; we need 
to make this better,” Habicht said. “Sometimes 
less is more.”

She expressed that people would congregate 
and see the “grandiose” at the Douglas Library 
parking lot where most of the vendors were set 
up, but would fail to venture out to the sugar-
houses.

“The Chamber did a fine job with what they 
were tasked to do, which was keep it running,” 
she said. “They just grew it in a different direc-
tion.”

Wenzel added, “It’s called the Hebron Maple 
Fest.”

The Chamber, he said, “never came back to 
the core value [of the Maple Festival].”

When asked if she believed the festival shifted 
its focus away from Hebron entities, specifically 
the sugarhouses, Nadeau said, “Absolutely not.”

“The sugarhouses have always been the focus 
of the festival and we spend a lot of time and 
money advertising their locations and open 
houses,” she said. “They see hundreds of people 
and sell thousands of dollars in syrup — many 
more than they had in years prior to us running 
the event.”

Nadeau stated that because the weekend is a 
busy sugaring time, it was difficult to include 
them in the downtown portion of the event. 
Every patron, she added, received information 
about the sugarhouses and what they were of-
fering.

During their interview, Habicht and Wenzel 
expressed that the abundance of out-of-town 
vendors was a negative aspect of the festival. For 
example, they argued that it was counterintui-
tive for a coffee wagon to be stationed in front 
of The Flour Girl Bakery.

This year, “you’re going to see things that are 
homegrown versus the larger things from the 

Hartford area,” Habicht said. The vendors that 
are selected, including those from outside of 
Hebron, will be “very handpicked,” she said.

Nadeau explained that the Chamber needed 
to have those additional vendors.

 “What non-event planners don’t understand 
is that to be a successful event you have to pro-
vide the food and activities that your guests 
want to see,” she stated. “We were asked to grow 
the event. In order to do so you have to have 
people who want to go there. If there are no ac-
tivities for kids then families won’t go; if there 
is only one food source — only hamburgers —
then people wait in line too long and don’t have 
choices.”  

Nadeau added that the majority of the booths 
were Hebron businesses and organizations. 
While she said the focus was on those indi-
viduals, “we could not have had a festival with 
just those people — there would not have been 
enough interest to keep growing the event.”

Issues regarding out-of-town vendors didn’t 
come up in post-festival recaps, Nadeau said, 
adding that the town didn’t appear overly con-
cerned. She acknowledged that “a few residents” 
didn’t like the changes implemented by the 
Chamber.

“There was a small group of people from 
Hebron last year that said they would like a 
smaller event with only Hebron businesses and 
that was spearheaded by the businesses located 
in the downtown area that were affected by the 
thousands of guests,” she said. “However, when 
doing our surveys, the majority of people who 
responded were happy with [the] changes.”

TTCP stepped in and has revised the format 
of the event, executing its vision for a Hebron-
centric festival, which it believes the town will 
prefer.

Nadeau stated that the intention of the TTCP 
was clear, and if the town wanted that approach, 
it was understandable.

“If this is what the town wanted then we felt it 
was for the best.”

Historical Society Clothing/Textile Drive
Church of Hope

News & Notes
Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 

worship Sundays at 10 a.m., with Education 
Hour at 9 a.m., including Bible classes for all 
ages. 

The church office is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Pastor Jordan Brown 
is available by appointment. For information 
about church beliefs, care, small groups, Kids 
Ministry, and Youth Group, visit www.hebron-
coh.com, or follow the church on social media.

The Hebron Historical Society will hold its 
annual clothing/textile drive in April. Collec-
tions will be held Friday, April 5, from 4-6 p.m., 
and Saturday, April 6, from 8-10 a.m., at Old 
Town Hall, 26 Main St., adjacent to Douglas Li-
brary.

Acceptable items are linens, clothing, shoes, 
boots, purses, towels or any textile item. Items 

can be in any condition except moldy, and must 
be delivered to OTH in a closed/tied trash bag. 
No electronics or toys, please.

Funds raised support the society’s building 
maintenance and public programming. To learn 
more about the Hebron Historical Society, visit 
hebronhistoricalsociety.org. For more informa-
tion, or to volunteer for this event, email mer-
gonci65@comcast.net. 

Dean’s List
The following local students made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Quinnipiac University in 
Hamden:

Amston: Zachary Bulkovitch, Megan Luby, 
Calvin Pancavage, Sydney Weimer.

Hebron: Olivia Chomick, Benjamin Delton, 
Jake Moulton, Ethan Munroe, Michael Poncini.

Pastor Installed… On Sunday, Jan. 21, 
Gilead Congregational Church celebrated 
the installation of its pastor, the Rev. Bri-
an C. Hardee, with a lively worship service 
followed by a party with refreshments. 
The church thanks all who attended and 
contributed to this gathering. Hardee 
joined Gilead Church in July 2023. 
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From the Town Manager’s Desk
Dear Hebron Residents:

Happy New Year! As we begin the new year, there are many new and exciting events that we 
are moving forward.

· The DPW Action Committee has been meeting frequently to move the DPW building proj-
ect along. There will be updated information provided through the Town’s website informing 
residents of the progress.

· The budget process has begun and my office is currently working with department heads to 
review their proposed needs. I will present the 2024-25 budget to the boards of selectmen and 
finance early in March.

· Hebron Maple Festival ‘24 is being organized by a handful of Hebron residents and The 
Town Center Project. We’re bringing back the glory days of yesteryear. The event will take place 
on Saturday, March 16 and Sunday, March 17, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. The famous 
Tractor Parade will be held on Sunday!

Our community is a very special mixture of residents and professional businesses. We offer a 
small-town feel with country charm.

Andrew J. Tierney
Hebron Town Manager

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Life Groups: Meet Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Caseys’ home in Hebron, and the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7-8:30pm at 
the Swensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, 
prayer, Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
Feb. 11.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-

ically held the first Friday of each month from 
6-9 p.m. at the church. February’s event will be 
Feb. 9.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office. The church is currently running 
an in-depth training for people who feel called 
to serve others in this way. Contact the church 
office with questions or interest.

Special Speaker Event – ‘The Pathway to 
Hope’: Friday, Feb. 2, 6:30–8:30 p.m.; snow 
date is Sunday, Feb. 4, from 4-6 p.m. Hear two 
women’s testimonials about overcoming and 
surviving near death and a decade of tribula-
tion. Robin Waite, published author, music 
composer and performer, and Kim Klein, certi-
fied Life Coach and Stephen Minister, will share 
their stories and explain how to start over after 
tragedy.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-

an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St., 
Amston, on Sundays at 9 a.m., with the Rev. 
James Wiese. People can also join worship live 
online at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Caring Shepherds: Caring Shepherds dis-
tributes household and hygiene items, as well 

as food pantry staples, Bibles, and prayers. The 
next Open Pantry is Saturday, Feb. 10, at 9 a.m. 
For more information, call Caring Shepherds 
Ministry at 860-228-1152.

Early Childhood Center: The center offers 
childcare, preschool and before/after school in 
a Christian environment. The center is open to 
children of all walks of faith. For more infor-
mation, call Jennifer Johnson at 860-228-5134. 
An application form is available at www.clecch-
ebron.org.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
This week, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, lo-

cated at 30 Church St., will have one service of 
Holy Eucharist at 9 a.m. followed by the 290th 
Annual Meeting. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kola-
nowski.

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Cub Scouts, Mondays, 5:30 
p.m.; Fellowship Café (Memory Workshop), 
temporarily on hiatus; Buildings and Grounds 
Committee, first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Cof-

fee Hours, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts, 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Vestry, third Thursdays, 7 
p.m.; Building Networks International, Fridays, 
7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Upcoming 
schedule: Feb. 2, Past Lives (rated PG-13); Feb. 
9, The Holdovers (R); Feb. 16, Taylor Swift: The 
Eras Tour (PG-13); Feb. 23, Priscilla (R). Bottled 
water and individually wrapped snacks will be 
provided.

Take Your Child to the Library Day: Satur-
day, Feb. 3. There will be a special 11 a.m. sto-
rytime. The theme will be “Coming to the Li-
brary,” and there will be books on display about 
visiting a library. There will also be crafts and 
puzzle pages. Kids age 4 and up can get their 
own library card. 

Book Discussion: Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7 
p.m., at the American Legion, located next door. 
The Things We Never Got Over by Lucy Score 
will be discussed. Must be over 21 to attend.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 19, for Presidents Day.

Fungi Frenzy: A Beginners Guide to Out-
door Mushroom Growing: Monday, Feb. 12, 6 
p.m. Master gardener Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri 
Gable Lea Farm will discuss the ins and outs of 
cultivating three mushroom varieties: shiitakes, 

oysters, and wine caps.
Volunteer Opportunities for Teens: Up-

coming opportunities include the Friends of the 
Library book sale on March 2, and Maple Fest 
on March 16 and 17. Watch for more info. 

Chess Night: Pickup games are held every 
Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Jigsaw Puzzles: The library now has jigsaw 
puzzles available to borrow for a three-week 
period.

Musical Instruments: Learn to play a uku-
lele, jam on a Djembe drum, sing along while 
playing the keyboard, or find out what an oto-
matone is and how to play it. Instruments avail-
able to borrow for a one-week period.

Museum Passes: Most of the library’s mu-
seum passes are available with a “print at home” 
option from the library website. 

Creativebug: Check out the ‘Creativebug’ site 
from the Resources tab on the library’s website 
and login with your Douglas Library card to 
stream thousands of fine art and hand-crafting 
classes.

Church of the Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The church collects items for the Windham Re-
gion No Freeze Hospitality Center, which pro-
vides assistance to homeless adults. All shelter 
beds are occupied; some guests sleep in chairs, 
while others sleep in their cars or camp. Needs 
are: Men’s & Women’s: Men’s boxer briefs (criti-
cal need; M,L,XL,2XL); solid color T-shirts 
(long and short sleeves (L to 3XL); sweatpants; 
hoodies; thermal underwear; and wool or wool 
blend socks. Cleaning Supplies: Lysol disinfec-

tant spray and wipes; size XL disposable latex-
free gloves; toilet bowl cleaner; and spray show-
er cleaner. Gift Cards: $15 Stop & Shop cards 
for gas to assist people living in their cars; and 
$25 Walmart cards to purchase items needed 
immediately. Please call to arrange the pick-up 
of gift cards. Miscellaneous: Towels and face 
cloths (new or gently used); 13-gallon trash 
bags; body lotion; shampoo and conditioner; 
body wash; pump hand soap and refill bottles; 
paper towels; TP; Kleenex; hand warmers; Mu-
cinex tablets (generic is fine); and cough drops. 
Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry 
Room. For more information, call Monica or 
John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many 

summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Valentine’s Day Paint Night: Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m., at the Parks and Recre-
ation office at Burnt Hill Park. Learn about the 
artist Peter Max and paint hearts in his style. 
Cost: $25. All materials and supplies included. 

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., at the Gilead Hill School PREP 
Room. This course is for children ages 11-17. 
This is an entry level course intended to teach 
skills necessary to care for children of all ages. 
The course focuses on safety with emphasis on 
prevention: basic first aid, including adult and 
child CPR. Fee: $100.

Hebron Community Theater: This new pro-
gram is targeted at adults ages 18+ who have a 
love of acting and being on the stage – whether 
they are a seasoned actor or a newcomer. The 

program will consist of three shows a year (in 
the spring, summer and fall), as well as a variety 
of classes in acting, improv, dance, set design, 
stage management, and more.

Intro to Acting: Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Feb. 7-March 13, in the Parks and Rec. office 
at Burnt Hill Park. Parks and Rec. is partnering 
with Playhouse Theater Academy to offer this 
six-week class. The workshop will focus on the 
fundamentals of the craft, including voice and 
moment and stage presence. Classes will start 
with physical and vocal warm-ups. You will also 
learn about beats, intentions, and the basics on 
how to approach a monologue and scenes with 
fellow students. This class is for ages 18 and up. 
Fee: $75 per person.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, April 
22, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This inter-
active course, for boys and girls ages 8-13, will 
cover safety concerns parents have when their 
children are by themselves. Fee: $45. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Upcoming Events: 2/3: Yoga, 9:30 a.m.; 2/4: 
Soup Social, directly after worship; 2/5: Bible 
Study, 9:30 a.m.; 2/6: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 
2/7: Yoga, 9:15 a.m.; 2/7: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.; 
2/8: Trustee Meeting, 7 p.m.

Faith, Film and Potluck: Friday, Feb. 2, 6 
p.m. The movie Rustin will be shown. Remain-

ing dates are March 1, April 5 and May 3.
 Youth Group Bowling: Sunday, Feb. 4. The 

cost is $20 per person. The group will leave from 
the church parking lot at 2:30 p.m., bowl from 
3-5 p.m., and return to the church for pick-ups 
afterwards. For more information, contact Sar-
ah Costa (sarahgasper@hotmail.com) or Karen 
Risley (krisley@comcast.net).

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Parish House. All are welcome, regardless of 
knitting/crocheting experience.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, Feb. 18, 
11:30 a.m. Cost is $15, with proceeds going 
toward the Connecticut Food Bank. Contact 
Gayle Sylvester if interested (gayle.sylvester@
comcast.net).

Town Fields Suffer
‘Significant Damage’

A soccer field at Veterans Memorial Park sustained ‘significant damage’ after someone 
drove on the playing surface. It’s one of multiple fields in town damaged recently by motorists. 

By Michael Sinkewicz
Hebron authorities continue to investigate 

the circumstances that led to “significant dam-
age” at the town’s recreation fields last month.

Three separate incidents in January were re-
ported to state police that are all linked to the 
destruction of property throughout the com-
munity.

On Jan. 15, damage was reported at the upper 
soccer field at Burnt Hill after someone drove 
on the playing service. Similarly, on Jan. 25, a 
vehicle tore up another soccer field at Veterans 
Park.

An additional incident was reported the same 
day at the Lions Fairgrounds near the town 
playfields in the southeast corner of the prop-
erty. According to an email forwarded to the 
town by Parks and Recreation Director Craig 
Bryant, an individual was “driving erratically” 
on the fairgrounds.

That event was caught on camera and the 
footage was submitted to state police, according 
to Bryant.

It’s unclear if the three incidents are con-

nected.
Photos of the fields show substantial dam-

age at both Burnt Hill and Veterans Parks. In 
his email, Bryant said that officials had to wait 
for snow to melt to fully assess the extent of the 
destruction.

“A number of deep ruts have been created 
along with large ‘chunks’ of earthen material be-
ing displaced,” he wrote. “At this time we have not 
detected any damage to the irrigation systems.”

Town Manager Andrew Tierney told the 
Rivereast that the damage was “quite a shame.”

“We take a lot of pride in how we maintain 
our fields,” he said. “It’s a sad day for Hebron.”

Tierney stated that the fields will most like-
ly be restored by the start of the spring sports 
season, and will hopefully be returned to their 
previous quality. It’s unclear how much it will 
cost to make the necessary repairs, and the town 
manager expressed frustration that the commu-
nity would be burdened with this undertaking 
instead of focusing on more serious local issues.

“It’s bush league,” he said.
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Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, call 
the senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior 
center newsletter is online at hebronct.com/
town-departments/senior-center. 

Linda’s Craft Corner: Wednesday, Feb. 7, 
noon (notice special time). Make Valentine 
decorations for the center’s new “yearly” tree or 
your home, and also try rock-painting. Cost is 
$3 per person for supplies. Come early for lunch 
at 11:30 a.m. Registration deadline: Monday, 
Feb. 5, at noon.

Bus Trip: Lunch at Windham Tech Uncom-
mon Kitchen: Tuesday, Feb. 13, featuring the 
food prepared by the school’s culinary students. 
Each lunch will include warm rolls and butter, 
creamy chicken and dumpling soup and your 
choice of entrée and dessert. Cost is $15 which 
includes transportation. Deadline to register is 
Tuesday, Feb. 6; no refunds after this date. Bus 
will leave at 10:15 a.m. and return by 1 p.m.

Bus Trip: NY Botanical Gardens Orchid 
Show: Wednesday, March 27, departing at 7:15 
a.m. and returning approximately at 7:30 p.m. 
Trip includes the show and time for shopping 
at the Italian markets. Cost is $124 per person. 
Limited seats available. Registration deadline is 
Tuesday, Feb. 13; no refunds after this date un-
less you find a replacement. This trip is open to 
residents and non-residents. To sign up, call the 
senior center or stop in.  to sign-up call 860-
228-1700 or stop in.

Yoga: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:15-
11:15 a.m., from Feb. 12-March 13 (no class Feb. 
19). Cost: $27. Call the senior center to register.

Heart Healthy Demo: Monday, Feb. 26, 1 
p.m. Lindsey Kent, registered dietitian at Shop-
Rite, will share tips for making your meals heart 
healthy while whipping up a recipe for you to 
try. Registration deadline: Friday, Feb. 23, at 
noon. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pick-ups begin Fri-
days at 10 a.m.; pre-registration is required by 
the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. Schedule: Feb. 9, 
Big Y; Feb. 16, Aldi and Walmart; Feb. 23, Stop 
& Shop. Call the senior center to sign up. 

Movie Monday: Monday, Feb. 5, 12:30 p.m. 
Lucy & Desi will be shown. Registration re-
quired.  Lunch will be served at noon; if you 
wish to sign up for lunch, do so by Friday, Feb. 
2, at 9:30 a.m.  

Special Valentine’s Day Movie: Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, 12:30 p.m. Still Mine will be shown. 
Registration required.  Lunch will be served at 
noon; if you wish to sign up for lunch, do so by 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 9:30 a.m.

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications 
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program 
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the 
winter heating costs for a household’s primary 
heating source. If the household’s primary heat-
ing costs are included in rent, the household 
may also apply for assistance. To make an ap-
pointment, call the senior center.

AARP Income Tax Preparation: Certified 
volunteers will be at the senior center from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 6-March 26, to pre-
pare basic federal and state tax returns. There 
are five appointments per time slot and they are 
one-hour appointments: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and noon. Call the senior center to sign-up. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some programs 
have a fee, some are free, and most require 
pre-registration. Detailed information is in the 
monthly newsletter or at the senior center. Ex-
ercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration 
required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Yoga, 10:15-
11:15 a.m.; Mindful Meditation, twice per 
month, 11:25 a.m.-noon (call for dates) Movie 
Monday (twice per month – call for date and 
title). Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Ca-
nasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamping, 
1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m. via Zoom; Yoga, first and third Wednesdays 
of the month, 10:15-11:15 a.m; RHAM Bingo, 
the third Wednesday of each month from 2:30-
4 p.m., from October through May. Thursdays: 
Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Sunshine Singers, 
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Bingo, 1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m.; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group & 
Created to Create Open Arts Group, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. 

Fire Department Promotes Two

Katherine Shea, left, and Patrick Fagan were recently promoted by the Hebron Fire 
Department.

The Hebron Fire Department has announced 
the promotions of Katherine Shea and Patrick 
Fagan. 

Shea is a four-year veteran of the Hebron 
Fire Department Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) Division. Shea graduated Seton Hall 
University with a bachelor’s in nursing, and 
currently works full-time in a Hartford metro-
politan emergency department as a registered 
nurse.

Shea is currently working on a master’s degree 

in nursing education. Shea’s promotion will lead 
the EMS division in training and education. 

Fagan is a 19-year veteran of the Hebron 
Fire Department. Fagan previously served the 
Bolton community as a firefighter prior to mov-
ing to Hebron. 

Fagan has been an instructor at the Eastern 
Connecticut Fire School for over 15 years. Fa-
gan’s promotion to fire lieutenant will continue 
to focus on training and educating Hebron’s 
firefighters. 

Preschool Lottery Applications 
Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead 

Hill School is taking applications for eligible 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 by Sept. 1 and are planning to have their 
children entered into Hebron’s preschool lottery, 
are asked to call the Gilead Hill School office at 
860-228-9458 to have an application mailed to 
them. The application may also be downloaded 
from the Hebron School district website, www.
hebron.k12.ct.us. Go to “Quick Links” and click 
“PK Application.”

Hebron Early Childhood center receives 
funding for reduced tuition rates from the 
School Readiness Grant. Eligibility is based 
upon household income.

Lottery applications must be completed and 
returned to the Gilead Hill Office by Friday, Feb. 
23, by 3 p.m. Please enclose two forms of resi-
dency when you return the lottery application. 
The lottery drawing will be held on Thursday, 
March 12, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill School. Ap-
plicants will be notified of their acceptance or 
waitlist status by phone.

Members Sought for Charter Commission
On Jan. 18, the Hebron Board of Selectmen 

established a seven-member Charter Revision 
Commission, and now the board is seeking vol-
unteers who are electors to serve on the com-
mission.

The Town Charter requires that there be a 
review of the charter every five years. The se-
lectmen are currently reviewing items to be in-
cluded in the charge. The charter document can 
be viewed online at ecode360.com/10615452.

Individuals volunteering to be on the com-
mission must be willing to commit to attend-

ing nearly all of its meetings and should have 
some familiarity with the town and municipal 
government.

If you are interested in being considered for 
appointment to the Charter Revision Commis-
sion, send a letter of interest to the Board of Se-
lectmen in care of the Town Manager’s Office, 
Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 
06248 or via email to atierney@hebronct.com 
by Friday, Feb. 2. It is anticipated the appoint-
ments will be made at the Feb. 15 Board of Se-
lectmen meeting.

FD Receives Donation from Lions
The Hebron Fire Department (HFD) recently 

received a total of $16,000 from the Hebron Li-
ons.

The Hebron Lions Charities donated $9,000, 
and the Hebron Lions Club received a Com-
munity Impact Grant from the Lions Club In-
ternational for a total of $7,000. The donations 
funded the acquisition of life-saving equip-
ment that will help better serve the community 
members and visitors to the Town of Hebron. 
The funds allowed the purchase of new medical 
equipment, and gear bags, as well as automatic 
external defibrillators. This new equipment 

has immediately gone into service into first re-
sponder vehicles, and is placed throughout the 
community. 

The Hebron Fire Department said it would 
like to thank the Hebron Lions Agricultural So-
ciety and the Lions Club International for the 
donation. The department also reminds com-
munity members that several free educational 
courses are available by contacting the fire de-
partment at 860-228-3022.

These courses include American Heart Asso-
ciations Heartsaver CPR/AED, Stop the Bleed, 
and Naloxone administration.

The Pathway to Hope
There will be a free community event with 

two inspirational speakers on life, grief, loss and 
‘The Pathway to Hope’ on Friday, Feb. 2, at 6:30 
p.m., at The Worship Center, 99 Marjorie Circle. 
Snow date: Sunday, Feb. 4, 4-6 p.m. 

Two women, Kim Klein of Chester and Robin 
Waite of Clinton will offer testimonials about 
overcoming incredible odds and surviving near-
death experiences and a decade of tribulation. 

Klein will share her journey through adver-
sities including cancer, divorce, grief and loss. 
Klein is a certified life coach, Stephen minister, 
physical therapist and mother of three. She has 
a coaching practice in Chester. 

Waite will share her story of life transforma-
tion after medical trauma. Waite is a certified 
music teacher, performing flutist, conductor, 
composer, published author, and mother of one. 

Maple Festival Booklet
to Return

Remember the Maple Festival “booklet”? Full 
of Hebron Maple Festival information, some 
sugar recipes, and every business in the Town of 
Hebron? Well, The Town Center Project (TTCP) 
is bringing it back this year. 

Volunteers have been out talking to local busi-
nesses, dropping off sponsorship forms and col-
lecting art work for the advertising. TTCP said 
it wants to make sure every Hebron business is 
included. 

If you’re a business and you haven’t been con-
tacted yet, email ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org. 

Nonprofits Sought
for Maple Fest

This year’s Maple Festival will be held 
March 16 and 17 – and the festival’s new or-
ganizer, The Town Center Project, is looking 
for local nonprofits to participate.

Hebron nonprofits and Hebron business-
es get first option, but vendor spots will be 
open to the general public after Feb. 1. Email 
ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org to sign up.

Gilead Hill Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible kin-

dergarten students for the 2024-25 school year.
Parents/Guardians of children who will be 

five years of age on or before Sept. 1, and are 
planning to have their child attend public 
school in Hebron, are asked to log into the He-
bron Public Schools website by Friday, Feb. 16, 
to begin the registration process.

Parents/guardians will be required to com-
plete the registration online and upload their 
child’s birth certificate and two address veri-

fications. One address verification must be a 
mortgage document, lease/rental agreement or 
property tax statement. The other address veri-
fication must be a cable bill, utility bill or inter-
net bill. 

Students currently enrolled in Hebron’s pre-
school program do not need to register for 
kindergarten, as this process happens automati-
cally.

Call the Gilead Hill office at 860-228-9458 for 
more information. 

AED Fundraiser
Resident Cathy Gerke is holding a fundraiser 

for an AED to be at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.
This life-saving device will be available during 

meetings and various functions at the church’s 
Phelps Hall and during coffee hour after church.

If interested in donating, go to the GoFund-
Me page at gofund.me/059c66f6.

Even a small donation could help Gerke reach 
her fundraising goal.

Pianist to Perform at St. Peter’s

Jason Castonguay

If you missed Jason Castonguay’s Christmas 
concert, where he sang to a full house, you 
would have another opportunity to see and 
hear him perform on the baby grand Mason 
and Hamlin piano on Sunday, Feb. 11, at 3 
p.m., at St Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church 
St.

Castonguay, a pianist, vocalist and enter-
tainer, blind since birth, performs in the Great 
American Songbook tradition, interpreting 
the classics with his own brand of joy and en-
thusiasm. At the concert, he will take listeners 
on a journey of love and remembrance. 

This will be the first concert of the 2024 
Sanctuary Performing Arts Series, which is 
sponsored by a generous grant from the He-
bron Greater Together Community Fund. 
There is no admission fee; a goodwill offering 
is encouraged.

President’s List
Benjamin Nome of Amston made the fall 

2023 President’s List at Plymouth State Univer-
sity in Plymouth, N.H.
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide

full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail. 

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

RE5-7-21

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Colchester
Dana M. Sherwood

Dana M. Sherwood, 72, of Colchester, died 
suddenly Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023. Born Oct. 23, 
1951, in Bangor, Maine, Dana grew up in Bolton 
and later resided for many years in Colchester. 

Dana was well-liked and respected by all 
who had the opportunity to know him and he 
cherished his neighbors and friends. He was an 
avid outdoorsman who enjoyed working in the 
woods, hunting and fishing. He had been a mem-
ber of the Colchester Fish and Game Club. Dana 
retired in March of 2022 after many years of ser-
vice at the Triumph Group of West Hartford.

Dana is survived by his son, Jason Sherwood 
of Deer Isle, Maine, and his three grandchil-
dren, Alex, Hannah and Vanessa Sherwood of 
Blue Hill. Maine. He was also survived by his 
significant other, Joanne Merrill of East Had-
dam; his sisters, Marie Knapp of Dedham, Fay 
LaPlace of Port St. Lucie, Fla., Melinda Noyes 
of Robbinston, Maine, and several loving nieces 
and nephews. 

He was predeceased by his parents, Vaughn 
and Barbara Sherwood; and his brother, Blaine 
Sherwood.

Family and friends are invited to attend a 
graveside service being held Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
11 a.m., at the Maple Cemetery, 1165 Worthing-
ton Ridge, Berlin. 

In lieu of flowers, the family would greatly ap-
preciate donations be made to the Connecticut 
Humane Society at CTHumane.org. 

Arrangements are under the direction of the 
Berlin Memorial Funeral Home, 96 Main St., 
Kensington. The funeral home can assist with 
flowers, planting a tree, or sharing a memory of 
Dana online at www.BerlinMemorrialFuneral-
Home.com.

Marlborough
John R. Plank

John R. Plank, 77, of 
Marlborough, beloved 
partner, father, grandfa-
ther, and friend, passed 
away peacefully on Fri-
day, Jan. 19. Born Sept. 27, 
1946, in Hartford, he was 
the son of the late Clifford 
and Etta (Swift) Plank.

John lived in Glaston-
bury throughout much 
of his life. He was an avid 
outdoorsman and hunter and was a life member 
of the East Glastonbury Fish and Game Club. He 
was also a life member of the Glastonbury Vol-
unteer Fire Department Company 4, a founding 
member of the 1st Team, and a member of the 
Loyal Order of Moose Saranac Lake, N.Y. Noth-
ing made John happier than spending time with 
family, friends, and his loyal dogs on the deck at 
the Marlborough Club on Upper Saranac Lake 
in the Adirondacks.

John is survived by his loving life partner 
of 29 years, Karen Hartenstein; his daughter, 
Tina Garvey and husband Dale; his son, Ricky 
Plank; his grandchildren, Kendra, Michael, Pat-
rick, Sarah; and a great-granddaughter. He is 
also survived by a large loving extended family, 
Christine LaBombard and husband Scot Faile, 
Jennifer Ledwith, Matthew LaBombard and 
wife Genessa, Veronica Ellithorpe, and grand-
children Gabriella, Nathaniel, Jack, Hannah, Eli, 
Anna, and Adam; and many lifelong friends.

Per John’s wishes there will be no services. A 
celebration of John’s life will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 10, from noon-2 p.m., at the John Tom Hill 
Club, 159 Marlborough Rd., Glastonbury. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in John’s memo-
ry can be made to Roy B. Pettengill Ambulance 
Association, 7 Hebron Rd., Marlborough, CT 
06447 or to Glastonbury Volunteer Fire De-
partment Company 4, 1247 Manchester Rd., 
Glastonbury, CT 06033.

Hebron
Debora Romano-Connors

Debora Francis Ro-
mano-Connors, 65, of 
Hebron, passed away at 
her home on Tuesday, Jan. 
23. Born Feb. 13, 1958, in 
Hartford, to Marie Anne 
(Jalbert) Romano and the 
late Frank Romano. 

Debora was a 1980 grad-
uate of the University of 
Connecticut and returned 
to school later in life to 
earn her master’s degree in organizational man-
agement from Eastern Connecticut State Univer-
sity. She married her husband, Bill Connors, in 
1979 and raised their three children in Hebron. 

Debora was an IT professional for almost 
40 years who worked tirelessly to support her 
family and create a strong foundation for her 
children. She worked at the Travelers Insurance 
company, the State of Connecticut University 
system and UConn for the majority of her ca-
reer. She was a devout Christian and lifelong 
member of the Catholic Church. She belonged 
to the Legion of Mary at St. Andrew Church in 
Colchester. A favorite passion was to distribute 
Miraculous Medals of St. Mary throughout east-
ern Connecticut. 

Debora loved the beach in Old Lyme, where 
she spent her summers as a child and every mo-
ment she could as an adult. She was a skilled 
writer and loved education, reading, china dish 
patterns, art, language, flowers, herbs, birds, 
her cats and her home. Debora’s greatest love 
was her family. Her family was her crowning 
achievement and the recent addition of her 
grandson brought her immense joy. 

She is survived by her faithful husband of 44 
years, Bill Connors and her three children – Jon-
athan and his wife Jamie Hancock of Brooklyn, 
N.Y., Julianna of Brooklyn, N.Y., and Geoffrey 
and girlfriend Brittany of Branford. She is also 
survived by her grandson, Isaac Taylor, and her 
siblings, Brenda and John Amato of Portland, 
Lynne Romano of Columbia, Laurie Evans and 
Jason Hunniford of Hebron, Frank and Chris-
tine Romano of Scandia, Minn., and numerous 
other extended family and friends, especially 
her close-knit circle of friends from high school 
who gathered monthly for 50 years.

Debora was predeceased by her father, Frank 
Romano. 

Calling hours were held Monday, Jan. 29, 
at Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT 06415. A memo-
rial Mass took place two days later, on Wednes-
day, Jan. 31, at St. Patrick Cathedral, 213 Broad-
way, Norwich, followed by interment in St. 
Mary Cemetery in Norwich. 

Memorial donations may be made in Debo-
ra’s name to the American Heart Association.

Colchester
Patricia A. Stevens

Patricia A. Stevens of 
Colchester was relieved 
of her pain and suffering 
on Tuesday, Jan. 23, after 
a short illness. She was 83 
years young. She was born 
in Danbury Sept. 7, 1940, 
and was the daughter of 
the late Helen (Mikulics) 
and Raymond Rogers. 

She graduated from 
Danbury High School. 
She studied at the University of Connecticut and 
graduated Western Connecticut State University 
with a degree in English. She was a dedicated em-
ployee of the State of Connecticut Department of 
Labor in Danbury and Bridgeport for many years.

Her early years were spent in Danbury work-
ing, raising her sons and savoring the company 
of her many diverse friends. Patricia had a vari-
ety of interests including art, music, gardening 
and cooking. She was an avid reader and could 
not resist a good book. She found solace and joy 
in the many pages she read each day.

In her later years, she moved to Colchester. 
She attended St. Andrew Parish and was a mem-
ber of the Polish Club, the Farmer’s Club and the 
Hideaway Cafe afternoon raucous “Debate Soci-
ety.” Her intellect shone brightly, demonstrating 
a keen mind that left a lasting impression. She 
was very proud of the accomplishments of her 
sons and grandchildren and would often gush 
to others about them. Her happiest moments 
were those spent with family and friends shar-
ing a good time, a good conversation and the 
occasional good laugh! She embraced the rev-
elry of life with an unbridled passion, creating 
memories that will linger in the hearts of those 
who knew her. Her kindness and compassion 
for others will long be remembered.

She is survived by her sons, Robert C. Gan-
non (Susan) of Colchester and Patrick M. Gan-
non (Catherine) of Broadview Heights, Ohio; 
their father, Robert F. Gannon of Chino Hills, 
Calif.; grandchildren, Daniel, Marissa, Mat-
thew, Andrew and Sean; brother-in-law, Harry 
Stevens and his wife Judy; sister-in-law, Karen 
Rogers; niece, Allison and nephew, Brian Rog-
ers (Suzanne); cousins, John and Cynthia Rog-
ers and Bruce Owens; her uncle and aunt, Mi-
chael and Marilyn Mikulics; a brother-in-law, 
William Gannon of Cohoes, N.Y., and a sister-
in-law, Linda Gannon of New Milford. 

She is predeceased by her husband, Robert 
Stevens; her brother, Brian Rogers; and former 
sister-in-law, Marilyn (Holcomb) Rogers.

Her arrangements are private and will be held 
at the convenience of the family.

Patricia supported many worthy causes. We 
ask that you donate to a charity of your choice. 
Patricia will be smiling.

Portland
Madalyn M. Gouin

Madalyn M. “Sue” (Clark) Gouin, of Portland, 
passed away peacefully in her home Wednesday, 
Jan. 24, just 300 feet from the home in which she 
was born.

Born Sept. 3, 1941, to Charles H. Clark Sr. 
and Madalyn I. (Doolittle) Clark, Sue grew up 
in Portland, attending Portland High School 
where she graduated in 1959 and where she met 
her husband, Donald B. Gouin. Sue worked for 
the Middletown Savings, now known as Liberty 
Bank, before marrying and raising her family.

Sue was dedicated to her family and her great-
est joy, later in life, was to attend dance recitals, 
ice skating shows and soccer games, watching 
her grandchildren enjoy life. A passionate read-
er, Sue visited the Portland Library weekly to 
check out as many mystery books as she could 
carry. She was an avid gardener, loved weaving 
baskets and enjoyed all kinds of arts and crafts. 
She accepted anyone that was brought into her 
home or her life and treated them with extreme 
kindness and compassion.

Sue leaves behind her husband of 62 years, 
Donald B. Gouin; her daughter, Michele M. 
(Gouin) and her husband Phillip G. Grzejszczak 
of Portland; her son, Brian D. Gouin and his wife 
Anne (Scricca) of Portland; her granddaughter, 
Sara M. (Grzejszczak) and her husband David 
F. Fernandes, and great-granddaughter Lin-
nea M. Fernandes, all of Longmeadow, Mass.; 
her granddaughter, Lynsey M. Grzejszczak and 
her fiancé Jacob M. Huppe of Troy, N.H.; her 
granddaughter, Emily M. Gouin and grandson 
Jack M. Gouin of Portland; her longtime friend 
Marion Morrell of Palm Bay, Fla. (formerly of 
East Hampton); and several nieces and nephews 
scattered across the country.

Sue was predeceased by her parents, Charles 
H. Clark Sr. and Madalyn I. (Doolittle) Clark of 
Portland; and her brother, Charles H. Clark Jr. 
and his wife Ann (Oakliff) Clark of William-
stown, Vt., formerly of Portland.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you 
donate to the Portland Library Memorial Fund.

A memorial mass will be held on Friday, 
February 2nd at 10 a.m. in St. Mary’s Church, 
Portland. Burial will be in St. Mary’s Cemetery, 
Portland. Friends may call at the Portland Me-
morial Funeral Home, 231 Main St., Portland 
on Thursday, February 1st from 5 to 7 p.m.

be detrimental to the department, he added. 
Acquiring the vehicle was “never a priority” but 
done in order to be proactive.

“It wasn’t an emergency,” the chief stated.
Following the Jan. 18 selectmen meeting, 

Dennler told the Rivereast that the order for a 
new ambulance was placed “without authoriza-
tion from the BOS.” To expend that amount of 
money, he continued, the plan should’ve been 
formally presented and approved.

Overall, Dennler stated that the ambulance 
was canceled without any financial penalty to 
the town, and he remains hopeful that the cab 
and chassis will also be fully reimbursed, effec-
tively resulting in a “wash.” He was open to hav-
ing future discussions about whether another 
ambulance should be obtained by the town and 
through what available resources.

It’s unclear whether the circumstances out-
lined in the memo contributed to Finance Di-
rector Mary Williamson being placed on paid 
administrative leave. Dennler declined to com-
ment on that subject.

At the end of December, Williamson was 
put on leave until further notice after the town 
“learned of allegations regarding your conduct 
involving purchases made which circumvented 
the normal budgeting and purchase order pro-
cess.”

$‘Unauthorized’ Ambulance cont. from pg 15
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Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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LEGALS
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will 
hold a regular meeting on February 7, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Town Hall and via ZOOM Virtual Meeting to consider the 
following:
PZC-23-015: Text Amendment regarding Accessory Uses to 
Agriculture per Sec. 8.4.C
Text Amendment Regarding Required Setbacks on Non-
Conforming Lots in the R-1 Zone: Section 8.2 of the East 
Hampton Zoning Regulations
Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
Note* any question re:  Applications and Maps are on file in the 
Land Use Office 860 267-7450. 2TB 1/26, 2/2

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

HEBRON, CT
CONTINUED FROM 1/18/24 MEETING

 
Pursuant to Section 9 of the Inland Wetlands and Water-
course Regulations of the Town of Hebron, the Conservation 
Commission has scheduled a Public Hearing on the following 
application:
Petition 2023-04, Roderic A. McCorrison, 5-Lot Subdivision, 
Church Street, Map 12, Lot 18, Zone NC into 3 lots and Zone 
R-1 into 2 lots
The hearing will be held Thursday, February 8, 2024, at 7:30 
P.M., at a virtual meeting.

Conservation Commission
Conservation Commission Public Hearing (Virtual)

Feb 8, 2024, 7:30 – 8:30 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or 

smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/414596829

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 414-596-829

United States: +1 (312) 757-3121
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting 

starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, CT this 19th day of January 2024.
James P. Cordier, Wetlands Agent 
for Tom Loto, Chairman, Hebron Conservation Commission

2TB 1/26, 2/2

EAST HAMPTON FOUND PROPERTY
The East Hampton Police have recovered the following 
items as lost property.  If you are the owner of the following 
property, please contact the East Hampton PD at (860)267-
9922 during business hours.
1. Roller Blades in a bag
2. Keys with green lanyard
3. Keys with black key chain
4. Key chain with Toyota Car Key   
5. Yellow Bike
6. Boat Trailer 2TB 1/26, 2/2

Town of Andover, CT 
Solicitation Notice 

CONTRACT # RFQ AN-2024-25 01
The Town of Andover is soliciting the following REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS:
Bridge Construction Inspection Services for STATE PROJECT 
#0001-0106 REPLACEMENT OF BUNKER HILL ROAD BRIDGE 
OVER HOP RIVER
Response Due 2/22/2024 at 2pm Andover Town Hall 17 School St 
Andover CT 06232.  
Requests for Qualifications can be viewed on the town website at 
www.andoverct.org. 2TB 2/2, 2/9

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on February 7, 2024, beginning at 7:00 PM in 
the Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, 
Colchester, CT to hear and consider the following application(s):
PZC 2024-001 of Lake Hayward Properties, LLC (Applicant) – 
Proposed Amendments to Sections 4.3.3 and 4.5 of the Town of 
Colchester Land Development (Zoning) Regulations relating to 
multi-family residential use in the Suburban Use (SU) District.
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this application is located in 
the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular busi-
ness hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday).
Planning & Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

2TB 1/26, 2/2

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

Notice is hereby given that a copy of the Audit Report for Re-
gional School District No. 8 Hebron, Andover and Marlborough 
for the year ended June 30, 2023, is on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, 
Connecticut.
DATED AT MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT THIS 24th DAY 
OF January 2024.
Lauren A. Griffin, Town Clerk
Town of Marlborough

1TB 2/2

PROPERTY AUCTION
The tax collector of the Princess Pocotopaug Association has 

levied upon the following properties in East Hampton and slated 
them for public auction to satisfy delinquent taxes and charges 
under C.G.S. § 12-157.  Volume and page numbers refer to the 
East Hampton land records.  Unless paid, these properties will 
be auctioned in “as is” condition at 1:00 p.m. on March 21, 2024 
at the Princess Pocotopaug Clubhouse at 9 Seminole Trail in 
East Hampton.

27 Namonee Trail (Volume 541 Page 586) owned by Matt Be-
mont, owing $2,456.75.  Albert Maturo may have interests which 
will be extinguished by the sale.

12 Navajo Trail (Volume 244 Page 88) owned by Christopher J. 
Ewing and Joann Ewing, owing $3,592.36.  

The dollar amounts listed are through the end of last month.  
Additional taxes, interest, fees, and other charges authorized by 
law accruing after the last day of the month immediately preced-
ing this notice are owed in addition to the amount indicated as 
due and owing in this notice.  

Bidders must present $5,000 per property in certified funds 
payable to “Pullman & Comley, Trustee” on the day of the sale, 
and the winning bidder must pay the balance of the sale price 
within 5 days or forfeit that deposit and the property.  Absent 
a redemption, the purchaser will take title “free and clear” six 
months after the auction except for Town taxes and certain other 
encumbrances.  Details at www.cttaxsales.com. 1TB 2/2

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Fees for Services Public Hearing
Colchester Sewer and Water Commission

7:00 p.m. – 22 February 2024
Meeting Room 1

127 Norwich Avenue – Colchester, CT.
The Colchester Sewer and Water Commission will hold a Public 

Hearing to present and gather public comment on the proposed fees 
for services rate schedule to take effect for the second half of Fiscal 
Year 23-24. Copies of the draft rate schedule will be available in the 
Town Clerk and the Public Works offices of the Colchester Town Hall 

as of February 5th, 2024.
Joseph Leone 1TB 2/2

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start  ing 
soon. Of fer ing Puppy 
Kinder garten, Ba sic 
Man ners/What Res cue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Ther apy; Scent 
Work. Over 25 years 
ex per i ence. Michelle 
Lar son, Paws-N-Heel 
DTC, 860-267-6040. 
paws-n-heel do gtrain-
ing. com.
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Carl Guild Scholarships Available

Weir Named Ranking Member of Committee
House Republican Leader Vincent Cande-

lora last week announced the appointment of 
state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55th District) as House 
Ranking Member of the legislature’s Labor and 
Public Employees Committee.

The 55th Assembly District covers Andover, 
Hebron, Marlborough, Bolton and Glastonbury.

“During his short time in the General Assem-
bly, Representative Weir has established himself 
as a leader capable of analyzing complex topics 
and the views and concerns of stakeholders on 
each side of the issue at hand,” said Candelora 
(R-86th District). “I look forward to seeing the 
good work Steve will do not only on behalf of 
our caucus and its members, but also the resi-
dents of Connecticut whose lives and liveli-
hoods are impacted by the work that occurs in 
this critical committee.”

Among the many topics handled by the Labor 
Committee are issues tied to the state’s Depart-
ment of Labor, law related to collective bargain-
ing for state and municipal employees, occu-
pational health and safety, and unemployment 
compensation.

“It is an honor and privilege to have been 
named the House Ranking Member of the leg-
islature’s Labor Committee,” Weir said. “I am 
thankful to Republican Leader Candelora for 
this appointment and his faith in my ability 
to be our caucus voice on important issues. I 
pledge to continue working with my colleagues 
on the committee to improve our business cli-
mate and increase economic opportunities 
throughout our state.”

A Ranking Member is the designated leader 
from the minority party on a committee. Each 
committee has a House and Senate ranking 
member. Individuals who serve in this role are 

State Rep. Steve Weir
responsible for communicating to their caucus-
es details about bills voted out of committees.

As a business owner, immediate past chair 
of the Connecticut River Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and board member of the Connecti-
cut Apartment Association, Weir said he is a 
staunch supporter of free markets and limiting 
government intrusion.

The appointment of Weir as House Ranking 
Member allows Rep. Tim Ackert (R-8th Dis-
trict), who will continue to serve on the com-
mittee, to focus more on his role as Deputy Re-
publican Leader At-Large.

Standout Athletes of the Week

East Hampton High School’s basketball star Brady Lynch eclipse 1,000 career points 
during the Bellringer win in Westbrook last Friday. 

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standout Athletes of 

the Week for the week of Jan. 21-27:
Brady Lynch – East Hampton High School 

(Basketball): Lynch surpassed the 1,000-ca-
reer point mark in a road win over Westbrook 
on Jan. 26. Lynch, who scored 18 points in the 
game, broke the four-digit barrier while being 
fouled on a layup during the Bellringers 61-42 
victory over the Knights near the shore. The 
memorable night was part of a three-game win-
ning streak for Lynch and the Bellringers, who 
next welcome Old Lyme to EHHS for a game 
this Saturday, Feb. 3 at 3 p.m.

Bennett Holloway – Bacon Academy (Fenc-
ing): Holloway was named an Eastern Con-
necticut Conference (ECC) Athlete of the Week 
for his work in the fencing arena after going 
undefeated (6-0) during a home meet versus St. 
Bernard and East Lyme on Jan. 20. Holloway, 
a junior, has posted a 74% win-rate during the 
regular season, amassing an overall record of 26 
wins and nine losses. He has been instrumental 
in helping a men’s Epee squad that is currently 
second in Division II as well as second overall in 
the ECC with a record of 9-3 record. The Epee 
team has a chance to move closer to first place 
this weekend when they visit Norwich Free 
Academy this Saturday, Feb. 3, for a bout with 

NFA and Waterford, who is currently in first 
place. The tri-school bout starts at 9 a.m.

Maddie Evans, Nina Krawcyzk and Tyran 
Brysgel – RHAM High School (Basketball): 
Evans, Krawcyzk, and Brysgel each scored 15 
points, combining to score 80% of the team’s 
points during a 56-24 home victory over Malo-
ney on Jan 19. The Raptors, who also beat E.O. 
Smith on Tuesday, will visit Windsor tonight 
(Friday, Feb. 2) at 5:30 before returning home 
this upcoming Monday, Feb. 5 to play East 
Hartford at 6:45 p.m.  

Sam LaMalfa, Erik Medvecky, Noah Deck-
er, and Hayden Burke - Portland High School 
(Track & Field): LaMalfa, Medvecky, Deck-
er, and Burke broke the school record in the 
4x400 during the Joe Sinicrope Invitational at 
the Floyd Little Athletic Center on Jan. 22. The 
four combined to run a time of 3:34, setting a 
new mark and finishing as the runner-up in the 
event at the multi-school meet in New Haven. 
The relay team and the rest of the Highlanders 
will now compete at the Shoreline Conference 
(SLC) Championships tonight (Friday, Feb. 2) 
at the Floyd Little Athletic Center, starting at 5 
p.m.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week or to offer sports-related comments, 
email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 

Carl Guild and Associates has announced 
its community scholarship program for local 
high school seniors entering college in the fall. 

There are six $1000 scholarships given, one 
each in East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, 
East Haddam, Glastonbury and the RHAM 

district. There are no restrictions or qualifica-
tions; all local seniors can apply.

Deadline to apply is April 1. Visit www.
carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your school’s 
guidance counselor for an application.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION IS ILLEGAL 
For Help Call 888-247-4401
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RENTALS

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

WINTER IS HERE!
Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

C
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23

Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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3

Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E
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-2
6-

21

CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups & Snow Removal  

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-29-23
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COMING SOON!
FOR SALE
Hale Farms 

Condominium:
1Bedroom, 1 Bath

Completely remodeled

NEW:
• Kitchen with

Granite Counters
• Bathroom
• Flooring
• Kitchen

• Wall to Wall
Carpet 

$170,000  — Cash only
— CALL JOE  —

860-280-8080
C
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
T H O M P S O N 
L A N D S C A P E 
I M P R O V E M E N T: 
Winter dis count rates. 
Tree work, stump grind-
ing, land clear ing & ex-
cav at ing. Back hoe, bull-
dozer & bob cat work. 
Cal l  860-659-1438. 
www.thompson land-
scapect. com.

T R E E  T R I M M I N G 
SERVICE: Fully in sured 
com pany. Coel hos. Call 
Deividy and Lu caino 
860-993-1625.

REAL ESTATE
SPACE FOR RENT: in 
Cob alt for break fast or 
lunch eon. Call Tush ar, 
860-680-4768

FOR SALE
G L A S T O N B U R Y 
COUPLES: 3BR, 2BA 
pool home in gated com-
munity of Coun try Club 
Estates, Port St. Lu-
cie, Flor ida. Return ing 
to town to be with the 
grandkids! Stun ning golf 
course com munity, club 
mem ber ship op tion al, 
low HOA fees and 2 pets 
al lowed. Me tic u lously 
main tained. Just lis ted 
at $519,900. MLS# RX-
10953395. Kathy at 860-
324-4201 for info.

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE2-2-24

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

You gotta look for the good in the bad, 
the happy in the sad,

the gain in your pain, and
what makes you grateful not hateful.

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

Downed Tree & Debris Removal
Mulch Installation • Light Moving

Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
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The East Hampton Housing 
Authority is accepting 

applications for the

Senior/Disabled Housing
beginning February 1, 2024
and closing on April 1, 2024

For more information call:

860-267-8498

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home 
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire 
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable 

work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…

Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or 
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E
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Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Repair / Installation

Carpentry, Accent Walls & more
Interior Design & Home Staging

Modernization /Remodeling

Call / Text (860) 328-8032
GlastonburyPaintDesign@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LICENSED & INSURED HIC.0671637

Power Washing FREE ESTIMATES
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

EMPLOYMENT
GLASTONBURY LAW FIRM

NOW HIRING – Bookkeeper
We are seeking a full-time detail-oriented 

and experienced bookkeeper to join our law 
firm. Responsibilities include maintaining 
and reconciling multiple bank accounts, 

managing accounts receivables and 
payables, and maintaining organized

and up-to-date financial records.
Please contact Lisa Cimino or

Attorney Joe Hope at 860-652-4020
or email lcimino@alterpearson.com C
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 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20 Years 
Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Additions
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

3-
5-

20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
10

-5
-2

3

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT
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License #HIC 0656593

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser-
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597. 

H A N D Y M A N 
S E R V I C E S :  H a v e 
home main ten ance or 
gen eral home re pairs? 
Don’t stress! We can 
help. Let us take care 
of them. Free quotes. 
Li censed and in sured. 
Call Dan to book a free 
ap point ment today. 860-
917-3154.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chim ney re pair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
re tain ing walls, steps. 
Roofs done, ven eers 
done, walk ways. Ce-
ment, tiles, pav ing and 
build ing main ten ance. 
All kinds of ma sonry and 
home re pairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
paint ing, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris re moval, 
back hoe, dump truck, 
sep tic. Fully li censed 
and in sured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BOARD CLERK  

 
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for 
part-time Board Clerks for approximately 3 to 6 hours per 
month. This position is responsible for producing minutes for 
boards and commissions. The position requires attendance 
at meetings on weeknight evenings. Candidates must have 
excellent writing skills and be proficient in word processing on 
a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board 
Clerk job description are available in the Town Clerk’s office, 
online at marlboroughct.net or by calling 860-295-6206.  
Completed applications are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, 
P.O. Box 29, 26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447 or by 
email at townclerk@marlboroughct.net. 

2TB 2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23

Technology Director 

Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Deadline: 2/9/2024 

Salary Range: $80,000 to $120,000
Send resume with Town application and

three letters of reference to:
Office of the First Selectman, P.O. Box 71,

Portland, CT 06480-0071
Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org 

Technology Director, 40 hrs M-F, salary DOQ; non-union posi-
tion; full fringe benefits package. Subject to pre-employment 
drug/alcohol testing & criminal history background check. All 
qualified applicants will be considered for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Required: 
Bachelor’s degree or equivalency from an accredited college 
or university in Computer Science or a closely related field; 
3 years of progressively responsible experience providing 
technical network support and network administration; or an 
equivalent level of related experience and education.

1TB 2/2

Assistant Town Clerk
The Town of East Hampton is seeking a candidate to fill the 
position of Assistant Town Clerk.   Under the direction of the Town 
Clerk, the Assistant Town Clerk assists in the execution of the 
statutory, regulatory, and charter responsibilities specific to the 
recording and reporting of land records transactions, vital statistics, 
and other official documents, conducting special and general elec-
tions, and issuing of various permits and licenses, and collection of 
related fees. The Assistant Town Clerk acts for the Town Clerk in 
her absence. Position requires ability to obtain thorough knowledge 
of all State and locals laws relating to the duties and responsibili-
ties of the Town Clerk’s Office. Position also requires excellent 
computer, verbal, written, and interpersonal communication skills. 
Must be willing to become a Notary Public and take the necessary 
classes to sit for the State exam to become a Connecticut Certified 
Town Clerk within five years.   This is a full-time, bargaining unit 
position.  $26.78 per hour, plus benefit package.
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume and 
employment application to Town of East Hampton, Department of 
Human Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, 
or by email to lseymour@easthamptonct.gov, by Tuesday, February 
20, 2024 or until filled. Employment application and job description 
may be obtained at www.easthamptonct.gov.  EOE/AA/M-F.  
Posted:  1/30/2024
Closing:  2/20/2024

1TB 2/2

C O N S T R U C T I O N /
C O N C R E T E 
FINISHER: Full-time, 
com pet it ive pay, PTO. 
Ex per i ence and ref er-
ences re quired. Call 
Nick, 860-268-7308.

S E C R E T A R Y /
R E C E P T I O N I S T: 
Part-time position with 
sma l l  p ro fess iona l 
office in Glastonbury. 
Duties include typing, 
creating and maintaining 
files, answering multi-
line phones, ordering 
and maintaining office 
suppl ies, Word and 
E x c e l  e x p e r i e n c e 
n e c e s s a r y .  8 a m -
1:30pm. Please send 
qualifications or resume 
to :  admin is t ra to r@
CFMconstructionCT.
com.

C O O K  W A N T E D : 
$18 to $23 an hour de-
pend ing on ex per i ence. 
Please ap ply at Eggs Up 
Res taur ant on Rt.66 in 
Port land.

FULL-TIME CLEANER 
A N D  M O R N I N G 
C O U N T E R  H E L P : 
Wanted in busy bakery. 
Stop in to Marl bor ough 
Coun t ry  Bakery on 
Independ ence Drive.

R
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AISC Certified Steel Fabrication Shop is looking for 
experienced, motivated individuals to work in a fast 
paced environment. Prior experience in blueprint 
reading and all types of metal working equipment is 
a must. Perform GMAW welding, simple fabrications, 
welding of components per AWS Code. Certified Welding 
Inspectors Certificate and or past welding experience 
to state and local welding codes is a plus. Must pass 
Certification in processes per AWS D1.5. We will train 
qualified applicants to our methods of operation given 
the desired attitude and aptitude qualities are found to 
be present. Benefits include: Health Insurance, 401(k), 
Vacation, Life and Disability Insurance.

Please send resumes to: P.O. Box 186,
Colchester, CT 06415 or  email your resume to:

beth@eaglemanufacturinginc.com

WELDER/PIPE FITTER
POSITION AVAILABLE



Page 30 NEWS BULLETIN •  February 2, 2024

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

SERVICES

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —

R
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SERVICES

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Hot Water & Ductless Splits
Energy Efficient Heat Pumps • Air Conditioning

Winter is here, call us for
all your HOME HEATING needs!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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4860.949.5711
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354

INTerIOr & exTerIOr
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YeArs
exPerIeNCe

Insured
Free Estimates
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(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
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Freshen Up for the New Year!

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
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23Call Today!

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chim neys can burn! 
Hav ing your chim ney 
cleaned yearly en sures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
pro fes sional clean ing. 
Fully in sured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n  i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flash ing, fur-
nace liners and more. 
No non sense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual ex per i ence as the 
owner of Gla ston bury’s 
local chim ney ser vice. 
Wil liam Al len 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
ap point ments avail able. 
Clean outs, base ments, 
gar ages. Even junk in 
the back yard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : lean ing or bul-
ging? But your ma ter ial 
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your 
walk way not level or col-
lect ing wa ter? But ma-
ter ial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
ma ter ial and save $$$! 
Don dero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In teri-
or/ex ter ior paint ing, win-
dow/ door in stall a tion. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stuc co, fin ish base ment, 
ceramic tiles, bath room, 
re mod el ing. Build ing 
main ten ance, fence in-
stall a tion. House and of-
fice clean ing. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

MY PURPOSE IN LIFE 
IS HELPING OTHERS: 
I AM A PHENOMENAL 
C O O K .  B A K I N G 
I S  A  H O B B Y  O F 
MINE. ORGANIZER, 
L A U N D R Y , 
E R R A N D S,  WA L K 
T H E D O G, D R I V E 
T O  A C T I V I T I E S /
A P P O I N T M E N T S , 
EVEN DO OFFICE 
W O R K. I  L I V E  I N 
G L A S T O N B U R Y. 
CALL CAROLYN 860-
328-5256.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Cus tom stain ing and 
fin ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

$$$ CASH $$$
for SCRAP

FREE DUMPSTERS
for contractors & businesses

Ostrinsky Scrap
731 Parker St., Manchester, CT

860-643-5879
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

SERVICES

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 
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860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119
& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

CIT12-7-23
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SECOND BLESSINGS
THRIFT SHOP

Marlborough
Congregational Church

35 South Main Street

NOW OPEN 
for sales and donations 
Closed Easter & Memorial Weekends

Fridays ~ noon to 3 p.m.
Saturdays ~ 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!Gutter Cleaning

860-508-1161
waytogowashing.com R

E2
-2

-2
4

Check us out on 
Facebook

contact@
waytogowashing.com

860-378-9843 Obispo
860-477-7432 Alfonso

Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling,
Walkways, Pavers, Stonework, 

Painting, Decks, Fireplaces, Fire Pit
Free estimates • Licensed & insured R
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33 Cooper St., 
Manchester, CT 

06040

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: $260/CORD. 
Call Gar rett 860-692-
8876.

F I R E W O O D 
SEASONED/SPLIT : 
hard wood. Full cord 
$270. Half cord $165. 
De liv ery in cluded to 
local area. Quick de liv-
ery. Call 860-633-5766.

H AY  F O R  S A L E : 
Square bales, Al falfa 
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

M E D I C A L 
EQUIPMENT: Walk-
ers, wheel chairs, lifts, 
Purewick, hos pital bed. 
All very lightly used. 
Cash only! Pick-up in 
Meriden or Hebron. Text 
860-558-6157. Pho tos & 
reas on able prices. Priv-
ate seller.

QUALITY SEASONED 
H A R D W O O D : 
Fireplace length. $260 
per CORD, De livered 
with in Gla ston bury. 
Small de liv ery fee for 
sur round ing areas. Call 
860-659-1438.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art pro jects , wrap ping 
and pack ing, table cov-
er ings for pub lic din ners, 
etc. THE GLA STON-
BURY CIT IZEN . 87 
Nut meg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered loc ally $290/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Re spons ible, Brazilian 
wo man seek ing house 
clean ing cli ents. Very 
pro fes sional and punc-
tu al. Also good with pets. 
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your car pets deep 
dry cleaned. Elim in ate 
prob lems as so ci ated 
with wa ter (mold, mil-
dew). Best method avail-
able for re moval of pet 
stains, etc. Re moves 
al ler gens. Im me di ate 
use. Uphol stery clean-
ing. Com pletely safe. 
Ex per i  enced, ref  er-
ences, in sured. Wil liam 
Agostinell i 860-704-
8486 calls only.

DO YOU NEED YOUR 
HOUSE CLEANED? 
I have good prices and 
ref er ences. Free es tim-
ates. Please call Priscila 
at 860-680-0777.

EUROPEAN SUPER 
CLEANING: Re spons-
ible Pol ish wo man seek-
ing clean ing work. For 
more in form a tion call 
Halina at 860-305-8131.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Polish/English speaking 
woman can clean your 
house with care. 3rd 
c l e a n i n g  3 0 %  o f f . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Insured and bonded. 
Call 860-268-2301.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of ex per i ence, 
I off er re li able ser vice. 
reas on able rates and I 
do an amaz ing job. Re-
fer ences upon re quest. 
Please call or text for 
free es tim ates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309. Like 

us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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Se Habla 
Espanol

DUI
DEFENSE
Charged with
a DUI?
Call for
immediate help.

www.llinasdefense.com

860-530-1781

CALL CHRIS

RE2-2-24


