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Boy Scout Sunday... Boy Scout Sund

ay was recently celebrated at the Marlborough

= .

Congregational Church. The church has sponsored Boy Scout Troop 39 for more
than 50 years and thanked the troop for their assistance in church yard cleanups
and other projects. Former troop member Zachery Steinbrecher built the outdoor
deck several years ago as a part of his Eagle Project. Pictured from left are Aidan
McDonald, Jeremy Billiel, Kenji Langlois, Caleb Billiel, Ray Langlois and Zach

Griswold.

Making a Push for
Aftordable Homes

By Michael Sinkewicz

Marlborough is experiencing a shortage of af-
fordable housing and is looking to address what
has become a widespread problem in the com-
munity and across the state.

On Tuesday evening, the towns Planning
Commission held a public forum at the local
senior center to canvass ideas that advance local
development and diversity.

Members of the Open Communities Alli-
ance (OCA), a Connecticut-based organization
formed in 2013 that promotes housing choice,
presented information outlining the need for
more affordable housing options before leading
a community discussion.

Moving forward, the town is establishing a
new Housing Opportunity Committee in the up-
coming weeks that will examine diverse housing
options and where those developments, such as
multi-family choices, are appropriate in Marl-
borough.

The forum represented a valuable opportunity
for residents to express their support and con-
cerns with future development. For close to two
hours, community members listened and asked
questions, which were fielded by OCA's executive
director, Erin Boggs, and policy director, Hugh
Bailey.

“I's not without controversy, but the conver-
sation is happening and people are engaging
and I think that’s really positive,” Boggs told the
Rivereast following the forum, adding that af-
fordable housing is “a big concept for people to
digest and really take in”

Ultimately, she continued, the next steps are to
explore the town’s planning and zoning options
to see what changes would accommodate the op-
portunities it envisions.

“That step of identifying in a very concrete
way what the town wants, and then finding the
developers to do that, is very important,” said
Baggs.

Colchester Athletic Complex Would Cost $7.5M

By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Education (BOE)
last week reviewed a detailed presentation out-
lining the schematics and costs of substantially
upgrading the athletic complex at Bacon Acad-
emy, the district’s high school.

The project — which would include the instal-
lation of multiple turf surfaces, new LED lights,
resurfacing the tennis courts, upgrading the
softball field and new ADA-compliant pathways
- would carry a price tag of roughly $7.5 mil-
lion.

During its meeting on Feb. 22, the BOE re-
ceived an update from FieldTurf, a division of
Tarkett — an international company — who had
previously examined the facility. Over the last

It’s Scholarship Time!

If you know a high school senior who resides in East Hampton, East Haddam, Portland,

25 years, FieldTurf has installed 25,000 artificial
grass systems around the world — including
6,500 in the U.S — boasting an array of high-
profile clients like the New England Patriots.

The current athletic facility at Bacon “really
is due for these types of improvements,” Chris
Hulk, director of design and construction at
FieldTurf, told the Rivereast.

He said the company had initially visited the
complex about a year ago and toured it both
individually and with district staff. They've as-
sessed the fields during different seasons to re-
view their condition.

“In each case, it just shows that the grass field
that’s there really just gets beat to hell and you

really can't do a lot more to maintain it other
than not play on it,” Hulk said.

The bottom-line price tag is “very close to
an actual quote,” Hulk said, and it includes a
small contingency amount. The overall design
is flexible, though, and certain features could be
removed, lowering the total cost. For example,
new light systems could be scrapped from one
of the sites.

“Youd only be working down from there,
Hulk said, referring to the $7.5 million amount.

During the company’s presentation in front
of the school board, he conveyed that the price
would hold through the calendar year, but

See Colchester Athletic Complex, page 30

Colchester, Glastonbury or the RHAM school district tell them to apply TODAY!
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Generally, affordable housing is meant for
families paying more than a third of their income
towards hosing costs.

Peter Hughes, Marlborough’s planning and
development director, also participated in the
forum, often interjecting with additional context
and information to help frame the audience’s
dialog.

“To me, this was a great success,” he said after-
wards, citing a range of age groups and perspec-
tives sprinkled throughout the audience. While
he conveyed that nothing overly controversial
was brought up, the subject does spark a “fear
of change,” which he said was evident during
the discussion. One resident, for example, ques-
tioned whether new developments might gener-
ate more local crime.

An Established Need

Hughes explained that in June 2022, the Plan-
ning Commission adopted an affordable housing
plan that was then endorsed by the Board of Se-
lectmen — an initiative all towns across the state
were required to submit.

According to Section 8-30g of the Connecticut
General Statutes, towns cannot deny any afford-
able housing proposal unless there is a significant
heath or safety concern. But if a declined devel-
oper sues a municipality, the burden of proof lies
with the town. However, if the state Department
of Health determines that at least 10% of a town’s
housing is “affordable,” it is exempt from that re-
quirement. Essentially, there are two types of “af-
fordable” units based on income. Boggs said that
for a family of four in the Hartford area, which
includes Marlborough, the median income is
$118,000. The units would be deed-restricted for
households earning 80% or 60% of that thresh-

See Affordable Homes, page 30

Inside...

Marlborough

New Co-Principals Hired............... pg9
East Hampton

BOE Adopts $38.08M Budget ............ pg 10
East Hampton

Tale As Old As Titte ...............ccovuunne. pg13
Colchester

‘Here We Go Agaitt'............................ pg 20
Hebron

Reflections on Town’s Black History..pg 24
RHAM

A Season of Redemption.................... pg29

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES
SCHOLARSHIP

“EMPOWERING OUR FUTURE"

Carl Guild & Associates * 40 W High St, East Hampton * 392 S Main St, Colchester * 131 New london Turnpike, Glastonbury




NEWS BULLETIN « March 1, 2024

85 N Main Street Unit #47

East Hampton

" $229,900

MARGARET WILCOX TEAM

WILLIAM RAVEIS

Call us for a private showing or to feature your home!

860-202-3330 + 860-372-1140

Kim Tripp + Jenif;r Conrgn
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BAR & GRILL

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
860-467-6891

m CAMPAGN A

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur
Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing

APPETIZERS

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.
Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

Complimentary Glass of Champagne Upon Arrivall

CLASSIC BREAKFAST

Omelet Station, Traditional Eggs Benedict, Scrambled
Eggs, Deviled Eggs. Hard-Boiled Eggs, Pancake &
Walfle Station, Bacon, Pork Sausage, Corned Beef
Hash, Assorted Baked Goods & Pastries.

Fruit Platter, Custom Parfaits, Fresh Juices, Coffee

FROM THE SEA

Ceviche, Baked Stuffed Clams, Mini Crab Cakes,
Shrimp Cocktail, Cedar Plank Salmon

TASTE OF TUSCANY

Penne Pasta with Italian Sausage, Roasted
Peppers, and A La Vodka Sauce

Chilled Cheese Tortellini with Red Onion,
Kalamata Olives, Feta Cheese, and Olive Oil

Pork Milanese with Lemon Arugula,
Cherry Tomatoes, and Parmesan Cheese

Custom Salad Bar

CARVING STATION
Spiral Ham with Whole Grain Mustard

ADULTS: Prime Rib with Horseradish & Au Jus

$70.00 Served with Chef's selection of

KIDS 4-12: Starch & Vegetable

$30.00 DESSERT STATION

KIDS o-3. Carrot Cake, Cookies, Brownies, Chocolate

FREE ! Cake, Cheesecake, Petit Fours
REGISTER HERE:

MEET THE e EGG HUNTS
EASTER BUNNY!  [SIfsinplE] EVERY HOUR!
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www.lakesidebar-grill.com

ENJOY A SPECIAL MENU ON
St. Patrick’s Day Weekend
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Sevave MEIN U “%3dg

RE3-1-24

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA GOURSE
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad

DINNER GHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers crackers in a brown cognac sauce

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Becf meatballs sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - Ak your server for our selections
WINE E I“"E ME"“ Wednesday is

$80 per couple / $50 for single . 1
Served Every Friday and Saturday Pasta nght.

RE3-1-24

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

(H. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

INSURANCE

Business, Home, Auto & Movre!

I | CIT1-4-24

www.GerhardtInsurance.com
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester
(860) 537-4661
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Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship,
held Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams
live on the church’s Facebook page (First Con-
gregational Church, Andover, CT). For more
information, call the church office at 860-742-
7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or
visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m.
AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday,
March 28, 7 p.m.

Senior Citizen News & Notes

The following items have been updated for
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you
want to attend any events, call senior coordi-
nator Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register.
Transportation is available for all events. For all
Young at Heart events, including movies, call
Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and call Town
Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 for all
trip information. For all senior events and in-
formation, visit the senior page of the town
website, andoverct.org.

Note: Senior transportation calls are now
only heard from 9 a.m.-noon. If you call at any
other time, leave your name, phone number,
date, time and address of your appointment. A
return call will be given within 24 hours. Medi-

PZC Alternate Sought

Any Andover elector who is interested in
serving as an alternate on the Planning & Zon-
ing Commission should send a letter of interest
to: Town of Andover, P&Z Alternate, 17 School
Rd., Andover, CT 06232 or email one to town-
clerk@andoverct.org.

Vendors Sought
for Tag Sale

Vendors are needed for the senior tag and
vendor sale, to be held Saturday, April 27, from
9 am.-2 p.m., at Andover Elementary School,
35 School Rd.

For information, contact Cathy at 860-916-
6122 or nanasworld@comcast.net. All money
received goes to support the senior program.

A History of

Huskies Hoops

All are invited to “A History of Huskies
Hoops” with author Marty Gitlin on Tues-
day, March 12, at 6:30 p.m., at Andover
Public Library, 355 Route 6.

This presentation will celebrate the his-
tory of the UConn basketball teams. Gitlin
will talk about great Huskies players over
the years, and will include trivia questions
and a Q&A at the end of the program. This
is a rescheduled date for a program that
was originally to be held in January.

RSVP is requested for planning purpos-
es, by calling 860-742-7428.

Scholarship Opportunity

Announced

The East Hartford Garden Club has an-
nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a
resident of Andover, Bolton, Bloomfield, Cov-
entry, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glaston-
bury, Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storrs
or Windsor Locks.

The student must plan on majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-
servation, forestry, environmental concerns,
botany and other allied subjects.

Applications with the submittal instructions
are available at the guidance department of the
attending school. All completed applications
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

Fogged or Cloudy

Insulated Windows?

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to
myglasspane@gmail.com and
get info and a ballpark price.

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253 |

cals will no longer be available for Tuesdays.
They are available for Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available
for the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. and
for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pantry
— all of which take place at Andover Congrega-
tional Church.

Transportation Available: Calling Palazzi
for rides to the following: Food Pantry, on Mon-
days at 5 p.m.; shopping on Tuesdays to either
Manchester or Willimantic; on Wednesdays to
Foodshare or food pantry; to Young at Heart
meetings the first and third Wednesdays of the
month, and to movies once a month; and to se-
nior lunches Fridays.

Collecting for
Senior Tag Sale

The Andover Senior Lunch Fundraising
Committee is in the process of collecting dona-
tions for its annual Tag Sale, which will be held
Saturday, April 27.

The tag sale is a big fundraiser for the senior
lunch program; all are asked to help raise funds
needed to support this program.

The committee is looking for items to sell. If
you have items to donate, they can be brought
to the Town Office Building. Call Carol Lee at
860-742-0188 ext. 4218 for more information.

Vacancy on Finance Board

Any Andover elector who is interested in
serving on the Board of Finance should send a
letter of interest to: Town of Andover, c/o Board
of Finance vacancy, 17 School Rd., Andover,
CT 06232, or email a letter to townclerk@ando-
verct.org.

Open Call to Apply
for Grant Funds

Andover’s Greater Together Community
Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public
Giving has released its open call for 2023 proj-
ect proposals. Up to $10,000 will be awarded in
grant funds to one or more proposals. To date,
$22,261 has been awarded.

All projects must benefit the residents of An-
dover. For further details on project guidelines
and how to apply, visit hfpg.org/Andoverct.
Project applications or grant proposals will be
accepted until March 15.

Collecting for Auction

The Andover Friends of the Library Auction
Committee is collecting donations for its 22nd
annual Goods and Services Auction that will be
held Friday, May 17.

The committee is looking for new items to
create gift baskets. The following are examples
of popular items: gift certificates, handmade
items like jewelry, scarves, quilts, afghans,
sports items, paintings and music/video games.

This auction is the Friends' big fundraiser;
proceeds help support library programs. Dona-
tions are tax-deductible.

PITAL

fMARLBOROUGH

<,
I MA L Always Accepting | 1

21 South Main Street
Marlborough, GT 06447

860-295-3939 1

Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

The Andover annual Town-Wide Tag Sale
will be held Saturday, May 18, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Rain date is Sunday, May 19. Proceeds
benefit the Andover Senior Luncheon Pro-
gram.

Residents who would like to be included
and have their address listed on the tag sale

Town-Wide Tag Sale Coming

map should send a check for $10 payable to
Town of Andover and mail it or bring it to:
Town Clerk, 17 School Rd., Andover, CT
06232. Include a list of items that you will
have for sale so it can be included on the map.

Send information and payment so that it is
received by May 3.

Preschool Openings

The Andover Elementary School Early
Learning Center is accepting applications for
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year.
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec.
31, 2024, are eligible to attend.

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-

ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Kindergarten Registration

Andover Elementary School is registering
kindergarten students for the 2024-25 school
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or
before Sept. 1, 2024, are asked to contact the
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-

tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend
an alternative kindergarten or not attend school
until the following year, and parents who will be
home-schooling, are asked to inform the school
of this decision.

Adult Show & Tell

On Tuesday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m., Andover
Public Library will present an evening of Show
& Tell for Adults.

For this program, the library invites adults to
bring to the library something they treasure. It
could be a collection of vintage thimbles, travel
posters, comic books, pottery, Steiff teddy bears,
tea cups, baseball cards...whatever you want to

Learn CPR

All are invited to learn CPR Monday,
March 18, from 7-9 p.m., at the Andover
Volunteer Fire Department.

Classes include use of training materials,
CPR/AED/Choking for adults/child/infant,
and a two-year certification from the Amer-
ican Heart Association.

Cost is $20 and registration is required; to
do so, call Deputy Chief Mindy Hegener at
860-706-3074.

Commission, Committee
Members Needed

Any Andover elector interested in serving on
one of the following committees or commis-
sions should send a letter of interest via email to
townclerk@andoverct.org:

Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Ethics Com-
mission, Inland Wetlands Commission alter-
nate, Ordinance Review Committee.

Honor Roll

Andover residents Madison Nicole Bassett,
Xavier Luciano Franklin and Carah Michell
Hunter made the honor roll at Howell Cheney
Technical High School in Manchester, for the
second quarter of the 2023-24 school year.

Bassett, grade 10, made Honors; Franklin,
grade 12, made Honors; and Hunter, grade 12,
made High Honors.

show off. Be prepared to tell us a little bit about
your collection. Don’t have a collection of stuff
to share, but want to tell us about your experi-
ences meeting Elvis or the Beatles? Stories are
also welcome!

The library is located at 355 Route 6. For
more information, call 860-742-7428.

Veterans Meeting
March 16

The Andover Veterans will next meet Satur-
day, March 16, from 1-3 p.m., in the Town Hall
Community Room.

Susan Camoroda and John Botti said they
are looking forward to your stories from the
Recognition ceremony that they both missed.
They will also discuss dates and times for future
meetings, as well as some ideas for upcoming
events. Suggestions are welcome.

All veterans and currently serving military
members are invited. For more information,
call Camoroda at 703-472-3209 or Botti at 860-
839-3481, or email veterans@andoverct.org.

St. Patrick’s
Pot Luck Dinner

All are invited to a St. Patrick’s Day Pot Luck
Dinner on Friday, March 15, at 6 p.m., at Ando-
ver Congregational Church, 359 Route 6. Bring
a favorite dish to share.

Leave a message at 860-742-7696 with any
questions.

Bingo & Baskets

Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6 in Andover, will hold a Bingo &
Baskets night Friday, March 22, starting with
dinner at 5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

BUYING GOLD

AND OLD COINS/CURRENCY/JEWELRY

I Bring in this coupon, get 3% more! | , < . I
I (offer valid on gold/silver jewelry only) Necessary I
Not a Pawn Shop!
I Professional, Clean & Safe Environment I
I BuviNG FREE covib "7
I v Gold, Silver, Platinum v Verbal Appraisals Compliant i
v Unwanted Jewelry v Weighing I
X v Old Coins & Currency v Coin Grading
New Patients I . Diamonds v Gold Testing ’ |
- v Old Pocket Watches
& c li e ntS! - v Sterling Flatware Numismatist over 25 years g SI
I v Sterling Plates, Bowls In business since 2008 A EI
I v Silver Plaied Ttems Served over 15,000 customers El‘I
. 1 ’

| v Estates & Inheritances cums N' Enld Exchan 1
I ’ NEW HOURS: g I

Sat. 92+ Wed. 9-6 3 157 Route 66
) : Thurs. & Fri.9-5 [ ', i Portland, CT |
Ry I Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues. \. L I

5 - after hours by appointment &7 86 0-342-21 OO
o lec"pandsave------------‘
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Happy Leap Day!

Well, okay, yesterday was Leap Day, but
still. Hope you all had an enjoyable Feb. 29,
and perhaps, as Dr. Frasier Crane suggested
in a memorable Frasier episode that aired the
week of Leap Day in 1996, you were inspired
to take a leap — do something that you nor-
mally wouldnt, break free of your routine,
shake things up a bit.

If you didn’'t? Well, there’s always 2028.

As many of you probably know, our sister
paper, The Glastonbury Citizen, comes out on
Thursdays - so this year, the Citizen really did
come out on Leap Day. Now, since were men
of great thought over here in the News Nook
(our casual name for the portion of the office
where the editors sit), we spent an inordinate
amount of time Tuesday afternoon determin-
ing just when was the last time Leap Day oc-
curred on a Thursday. And it was 1996.

We did a quick Google search and con-
firmed that our determination was indeed
correct — and then wondered why we didn't
just Google it in the first place.

As for the Rivereast, the last time it was
published on a Leap Day, and that was Fri-
day, Feb. 29, 2008. Alas, that was back before
Id started writing a weekly column in the
Rivereast, so we'll never know if I'd have gone
on so exhaustively about Leap Day as I am
now. Id like to think I would've. Either that
or I'd have written about the previous week’s
episode of The Office.

The next time the Rivereast will publish on
Leap Day? Thatll be Friday, Feb. 29, 2036. So
yeah, it'll be a while.

* % %

Speaking of Leap Day, I came an across a
fairly interesting story discussing how the
stock market has performed whenever Feb. 29

occurs on a business day (which, by the way,
would not have been 2020’s Leap Day, as that
was a Saturday). And though it’s a rather small
sample size, the answer is, not that great.

According to marketwatch.com, data shows
that the S&P 500 has seen a median fall of
0.3% on the 13 Leap Days going back to 1952.
That compares with a median rise of 0.05% for
the index on all other days since 1950.

On just four of those 13 Leap Days, the S&P
500 has turned in a positive performance.
That translates to a rate of just 31%, compared
to a 52% positive rate on all other days.

Things are similar over on the Dow. Its
posted a median decline of 0.13% on Leap Day
versus a median 0.05% gain on all other days.
Likewise, the Dow is up just 38% of the time
on Leap Day, versus 53% for all other days.

What will today, Leap Day 2024, bring?
Well, who knows. However, bear in mind the
Dow and S&P 500 have each had more than a
dozen record finishes so far in 2024. As of this
past Tuesday’s close of business, the Dow had
gained 2.2% in February and 3.4% to date in
2024. The S&P 500, meanwhile, is up 4.8% in
February and 6.5% since the start of the year.

* % %

March is here, which means that, in nearby
Manchester, it’s time for the 61st annual Man-
chester Antique and Collectibles Show.

The show will take place at Second Congre-
gational Church, 385 N. Main St., Manchester
on Friday, March 15, from 11 a.m.-6 p.m., and
Saturday, March 16, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Offerings will include: home décor, lawn &
garden items, jewelry, primitives, advertising,
toys, books & prints, linens & textiles, brass,
copper, glass & china, silver, paintings, signs,
furniture, collectibles, and more.

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6
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Dinner and a Show... Epoch Arts is gearing up for its annual Dinnershow. Din-
nershow is a fundraiser for an original Mainstage Theater Production that goes up
in May. The cast of the Mainstage Theater Production will serve a full course pasta
dinner and then you will sit back and relax while they perform in a variety of skits,
musical numbers and the famous Wackadoodles. Skits will randomly be called
out and the cast will scramble to put their costumes on and perform on the spot.
Dinnershow is Saturday March 16, at 6 p.m., at Epoch, 27 Skinner St. Cost is $12.
To reserve seats, or if you would like to sponsor a skit for $25 or a wackadoodle for
$10, email elizabeth@epocharts.org. For more information, visit www.epocharts.

org. Pictured here is the cast from last year’s show.

Bulletin Board

compatible?”

and computer dating,” she said.

My wife came in with a bag of groceries from wherever it is food comes from the other day.
Before I could ask if shed remembered to buy popcorn, she said, “Do you think we're really

“Huh?” I replied, rooting through the grocery bag.
“I was listening to the radio on the way home and they were talking about dating services

“Well,” I said, “we’ve been married for...uh...er...a bunch of years” No harm in sticking to
the obvious, even if you're unable to recall the specifics.

“I know, but now they have all these dating services that do compatibility studies. They
go into detail about your specific personality and then they can find your ideal match from
anywhere in the world. Don’t you ever wonder who might have come into your life if they had
that kind of technology when we were single?”

This was an easy one. “No,” I said firmly. Those damn divorce lawyers weren't going to
engineer my return to some kind of late-in-life lonely bachelorhood where I had to do my
own grocery shopping and laundry and keep track of medical appointments and checkbook
entries. No thank you. 'm perfectly content to lie right here on the couch pretending to listen.

“Don’t get me wrong,” she continued, “but when we were young, relationships just kind of
happened by chance. Now it’s more scientific. When we were younger, relationships like ours

Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum

In Vitro Fertilization (IVF)
To the Editor:

“Recently, a Supreme Court in Alabama
ruled that frozen embryos should have the
same rights as living children. We'll call this
embryonic personhood. This set off shockwaves
among all - pretty much everyone, including
Republican Nancy Mace, who tweeted, ‘T will
stop any and all efforts to ban IVE Well, I have
some news Nancy Mace, you voted for the Life
at Conception Act, which really did create em-
bryonic personhood in the first place. Here’s the
thing, Republicans had an opportunity to cre-
ate cutouts for IVE. In fact, Democrats in the
Senate begged them to and they refused. They
didn’t care enough to legislate to protect IVE.
And now we are seeing the end result of it. You
may not be able to get IVF in Alabama soon. I'm
not sure how they fix this, but I think it’s worth
realizing that Republicans did this because they
just didn’t care about women’s health.” - Molly
Jong-Fast, Fast Politics podcast.

“The bill is co-sponsored by 125 Republicans
in the House, including Speaker Mike Johnson
(R-La.). The proposal calls for equal protection
under the 14th Amendment for ‘each born and
preborn human person, and it defines a human
being as ‘each member of the species homo sa-

piens at all stages of life, including the moment
of fertilization or cloning, or other moment at
which an individual member of the human spe-
cies comes into being.” - The Hill

Annie Steinbrecher - Marlborough

Public Works Facility
To the Editor:

The Town of Hebron currently owns two par-
cels of land on Old Colchester Road. The first is
a 20-acre piece located directly opposite to the
existing transfer station. It was acquired by the
town on 12/1/2011. A description of the prop-
erty can be found in Book 480/Pages 353-354
of the Hebron Land Records. The second is a
26.73-acre piece located on the east side of Old
Colchester Road, approximately two-tenths of
a mile south of the transfer station. It was ac-
quired on 5/6/2004. A description of this piece
can be found in Book 404/Pages 209-210 of the
Hebron Land Records.

Would someone please explain why the town
is looking at purchasing additional property
for expansion of the public works facility when
these two pieces are available for such a purpose
at no cost to the town?

Gardner Tarbell - Hebron

started kind of like ships colliding in the night”

Actually, I seem to recall following her around the college quad for a whole semester like
some kind of lost puppy hoping to be noticed, but I wasn’t about to admit it now. “And a
fortuitous collision it was, too,” I said quickly.

I thought this might be laying it on a little thick, but she didn’t seem to notice.

“Anyway; I added, “what kind of stupid questions could dating services ask? What’s your
favorite color?”

“Well,” she said, “according to the guy on the radio, it's more sophisticated than that. For
instance, finish this statement: ‘Love means...”

“Always being prepared to say you're sorry even when you’re not”

“That’s terribly cynical”

“I'm sorry”

“What about qualities like loyalty, comradeship, faithfulness and the determination to stand
together no matter what?”

“Sounds more like a hitch in the Marine Corps.”

I don’t want those divorce lawyers to get what little money I have left after taxes, but 'm not
prepared to sell my soul, either.

She gave one of those resigned little sighs that every married man recognizes as a warning
that it’s time to change lanes. This persuaded me to choke back my follow-up, which was to
observe that a more appropriate compatibility question might be “What’s your favorite brand
of beer?”

“Hey; I said brightly, “of course we're right for each other. I see how you quiver with adora-
tion whenever I shuffle out of the TV room to see what’s in the refrigerator”

“It's more of a shudder;” she replied. “I really must make an effort to get you some larger
t-shirts”

“You see?” I said. “That’s love. Continuing to cater to my needs despite my expanding waist-
line”

“Believe me,” she replied, “providing you with larger t-shirts is more for my benefit than
yours. And for God’s sake, stop lying around on the couch with your pants unbuttoned.”

“You should probably make an effort go out and buy me some more compatible pants,” I
conceded.

Jim Hallas
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Hoover, Truman, Eisenhower
To the Editor:

Back during the Great Depression, Herbert
Hoover ordered the deportation of all illegal
aliens in order to make jobs available to Ameri-
can citizens that desperately needed work. Har-
ry Truman deported over two million illegal
aliens after WWII to create jobs for returning
veterans. In 1954, Dwight Eisenhower deported
13 million Mexicans. The program was called
“Operation Wetback” It was done so WWII
and Korean War veterans would have a better
chance at jobs. It took two years, but they de-
ported them!

Now, if they could deport the illegal aliens
back then, they could surely do it today. If you
have doubts about the source of this informa-
tion, enter “Operation Wetback” into your fa-
vorite search engine and confirm it for yourself.
Why, you might ask, can't they do this today?
Actually, the answer is quite simple. Hoover,
Truman, and Eisenhower were men of honor,
not untrustworthy politicians looking for votes!

This is something that should be of great in-
terest for you to pass around. Reminder: Don’t
forget to pay your taxes! Twelve to 20 million il-
legal aliens are depending on it. This November
remember to Flush the Toilet!

Frank Blume - Colchester

Pot vs. Kettle
To the Editor:

A couple of weeks ago, Marlborough Board
of Selectmen members Deb Bourbeau and Betty
O’Brien criticized the proposed Marlborough
Elementary School budget, claiming that the
school’s Administration is top heavy. Last week,
Betty’s husband, George, piled on with further
criticism of the MES budget.

Is this a case of the “pot calling the kettle
black?” Perhaps Deb and Betty should keep
their focus closer to home by addressing excess-
es in their own town operations budget. This
is the same Board of Selectmen who budgeted
$350,000 for a Town Hall HVAC system!

In addition, the Board of Selectmen, over the
course of the last decade, has ended each year
with hundreds of thousands of dollars in year-
end surpluses. The last I checked, we are still
waiting for the audit results for the 2021-22 fis-
cal year and we don’t know if we will have the
FY 2022-23 audit results in time for our next
budget vote in May.

I am hoping that our new town manager will
perform a bottom up assessment of town needs
when putting together this year’s town opera-
tions budget. Based on the consistently large
year end surpluses from prior years, it would
appear that it is the Board of Selectmen who
should be focusing on their own budget to trim
excess.

We have a great elementary school, which is
beneficial to all property owners, not just par-
ents, by maintaining property values. I would
ask the Board of Selectmen to stay in their lane
by paying attention to their operations and capi-
tal budgets, and let the Board of Education take
care of things on their end. In the end, it will
be up to the taxpayers to decide on the merits
of the budgets when presented to voters in May.

Ken Hjulstrom - Marlborough

State Must Increase Funding
To the Editor:

Local taxpayers have done an admirable job
at funding public education. Costs for qual-
ity services, such as special education, have
snowballed over the years, requiring families in
towns like East Hampton to open their wallets a
little wider with each passing budget.

If only the same could be said for the state.

Small towns routinely get the short shrift
from programs like the Educational Cost Shar-
ing (ECS) grant, which the state utilizes to dis-
tribute billions of dollars to fund education.
The formula is heavily weighted to support im-
poverished or underserved communities, and
rightly so. As a result, cities like Hartford and
Bridgeport fund their schools mostly through

state aid. Small towns, on the other hand, are
largely left to their own devices.

Year by year, as costs rise and unfunded man-
dates increase, towns like East Hampton answer
the call. Yet with all the added expense, the state
has done nothing to increase aid to Belltown.

During Paul Smith’s first year as superin-
tendent, the ECS formula provided the public
school system with more than $7.5 million, ac-
counting for 26% of the budget. This year, aid
has fallen to $7.1 million, or about 18% of the
Board of Ed’s proposed spending plan.

If the state won't increase funding, at least
slow down on mandates that are only going to
cost small towns more. That has not been the
case, and it’s become a bipartisan call for mem-
bers of the Boards of Education, Finance, and
Town Council alike.

It’s too late to do anything about the formu-
la for this year’s budget. But moving forward,
we need our state legislators to work with the
Governor to fight for more smalltown funding.
We've shown education is a top priority. Now it’s
time for the state to honor and match our com-
mitment.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt - East Hampton

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East
Hampton Board of Education, but is expressing
his own independent opinion.

Blurred Vision
To the Editor:

In a letter to the editor, Spending vs. Ethics,
the letter addressed the appearance of ethics vi-
olations by two members of the Portland Board
of Selectmen. Selectman Manning has advocat-
ed and voted for $1.5 M in budget allocations
that benefited the fire department, as first Lt in
Company 3 firehouse. Selectman Pelton advo-
cated and voted on budget and supplemental
allocations that directly benefited him while
employed as the school’s track coach. Recently,
the Portland Park & Rec dept posted winter ac-
tivities on their town FB page. The FB page link
directed the viewer to Pelton’s business with a
link to pay for his services through the town
website. This gives the appearance of a “gift” to
a seated BOS member for votes before the BOS.
Remember Mayor Gamin and his wine and
suits?

In the letter of rebuttal to Spending vs. Eth-
ics, the writer misses the overall point of the let-
ter and does not defend the questionable ethics
violations. However, the rebuttal acknowledges
Manning’s conflict of interest regarding mon-
etary allocations directly benefiting the fire de-
partment. Ethics rules are clear that if there is a
conflict or appearance of a conflict of interest,
the voting members must recuse themselves.

A review of these issues should be submitted
to the full ethics commission for clarification
of the obligation of board members to comply
with the ethics rules, along with consultation
from the town attorney. The BOS Chair should
have recognized and addressed these conflicts
of interest well in advance of any vote before the
board.

As ethics rules are ignored, Portland will con-
tinue to have empty storefronts and school roofs
that go unrepairable.

The vision for Portland’s future is blurred by
the nonenforcement of state and local ethics
laws.

One of many with questions,
Rose Aletta - Portland

Mental Acuity
To the Editor:

First of all, I'd like to thank our liberal-mind-
ed editor Mike Thompson for sending Colin
and I to the back of the class - page 30 of the
Feb. 9 issue. I've rarely if ever seen Sauyet, Smith
or Stevens get that honor. Just saying!!

Speaking of Scott Sauyet he’s at it again. He
is suffering from the same mental acuity as his
president, Joe Biden. He claims that the masses
are saying that the economy is bad but that their
personal finances are fine and that inflation
is lower than under President Trump. Not so;
fake news. While inflation has gone down re-
cently, three years of Bidenomics has given us
a 17.9% overall increase in everything we buy
and have to buy: Groceries — horrible - building
materials, motor vehicles - ridiculous - insur-
ance, health care, and the list goes on and on.
Joe Bidens mental state is once again on the
forefront — more gaffes failing to know the cur-
rent president of France or the chancellor of
Germany. Do we know for sure he’s going to be
the nominee? VP Harris says she is ready to take
over. Oh my!!

Now in his efforts to pander more Demo-
cratic votes, Joe has ignored the Supreme Court
and has continued his “taxpayer giveaways” un-
der the guise of student forgiveness loans, to the
tune of $1.4 billion. Maybe math wizard Sauyet
can tell us how much each working taxpayer is
on the hook for? And nothing for the blue collar
workers.

Back to the border: tens of thousands of Chi-
nese nationals are entering our country illegally
- unvetted. Chinese citizens as you may know
cannot leave China without government per-
mission. What does that tell you? Our enemy is
infiltrating our country and Joe — Chinese agent
- is comfortable with that. Our commander in
chief looking out for us.

Don Denley - Andover

Burning for Peace
To the Editor:

This past week, an Air Force airman by the
name of Aaron Bushnell walked up to the Israeli
Embassy in Washington D.C., doused himself
in gasoline, and set himself on fire in what he
called an “extreme form of protest” He said
he could “no longer be complicit in genocide”
and said his fate would be similar to the many
thousands of women and children that the US
has helped to murder through its military and
finacial support of the Israeli state. After pour-
ing a liter of gasoline over his head and lighting
himself on fire, Bushnell screamed “Free Pales-
tine” repeatedly while the flames engulfed him,
eventually collapsing into a pile of burning flesh
and clothing.

Police, who appeared on the scene within mo-
ments, screamed for help in dousing the flames.
In a visual that can only be considered disturb-
ing, one cop draws down on a flaming and col-
lapsed Bushnell while another screams, “I need
fire extinguishers, not guns!” Surprisingly, this
is the second time that an act of self-immolation
has occurred in support of Palestine, the first
happening in Atlanta when a woman wrapped
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in a Palentinian flag set herself on fire.

With no end to the conflict in sight, it's sad
to see people go to such extreme lengths to get
their point across, but when the entrenched
power structure seems intent on continuing to
support a slaughter of civilians, mostly women
and children, people are left feeling desperate.

To add to the senselessness, last week at the
United Nations, the US was the sole veto vote
at the UN Security Council, blocking a measure
that would of called for an immediate ceasefire
in the conflict. This is the third time the U.S. has
vetoed a Israeli-Hamas ceasefire proposal at the
UN. What exactly are we doing?

Colin McNamara - Marlborough

Electric Vehicles
To the Editor:

It was a good plan.

Ending sales of new gasoline powered vehi-
cles in Connecticut was a good idea. It still is,
because the elephant remains in the room - air
quality; only California’s is worse. Still, as His
Majesty George III found out, we are a people
averse to governments telling us what to do.

Governments can play a supporting role, but
I think buyers will gravitate to Battery Electric
Vehicles (BEV) on their own. I bought my BEV
because I was sick of pumping gas. I bought my
second BEV because I liked my first. Others will
buy theirs for a host of good reasons. I don’t
have to list them here, but air quality should be
the overarching reason for purchasing a BEV.

The gradual replacement of gasoline-pow-
ered vehicles with BEVs is the least expensive
and least disruptive solution to our air quality
problem. Financial incentives won't hurt. The
only other options include fuel rationing, odd-
even driving bans, greatly higher fuel taxes and
lowered highway speed limits. Choose your
discomfort; one way or another we’re going to
clean up our dirty air. BEVs appear to be the
painless remedy.

John A. Murray - Marlborough

Frustrated & Dismayed
To the Editor:

This is an open letter to the Marlborough
Board of Education. I did attend the Jan. 25
meeting at which the FY25 budget was pro-
posed. I continue to be frustrated and dismayed
by what I saw and heard then, and since. My
background includes public education teach-
ing as well as administration. As such I believe
I have the knowledge to comment. My concern
is non-partisan and is focused on the whole
board. You each were willing to put your time
and energy into running for election, and into
serving on an important board, one that is re-
sponsible for an $8,000,000(!) dollar budget.
You are responsible to serve the children, the
teachers, and the community of Marlborough.
You are not responsible to the superintendent of
schools or to the Board of Selectmen. Many of
us of differing political and personal preferences
worked hard to get you elected so you could ap-
propriately serve the role you've taken.

Being a board members brings crucial re-

See Letters, page 6
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* Letters cont. from page 5

sponsibilities. Your attendance on an education
board is expected, as is your homework en-
abling you to ask meaningful, insightful ques-
tions, learn what you don’t know, and serve all
the taxpayers of Marlborough. As a board, you
had been invited to email questions and con-
cerns to the superintendent so that you would
be prepared. It did not appear that you per-
formed your due diligence before of after that
meeting. You performed no scrutiny, asked no
meaningful questions, sought no facts, to sup-
port an increased budget. You spent just about
45 minutes discussing whether to seek a .45 or a
.50 special ed director (which one of you noted
was the equivalent of roughly $2,500). Signifi-
cant and some would say inappropriate changes
were suggested to the structure of the school,
new positions that some might feel were un-
necessary or excessive were proposed....yet the
proposed budget was accepted with blind ac-
ceptance and in fact as the chair commented to
the board, “well I respect Holly, so...” and the
vote was taken.

I voted for you, not to do what I might pre-
fer, but certainly to do your job, which is a
thorough, studied, and well-thought-out deci-
sion making process dependent on the work
of questioning and learning what you need to
know in order to fully understand and act on
any proposals or issues brought to your atten-
tion. It is truly disappointing that as a board you
did not appear to have taken sufficient respon-
sibility to question what you hear and to offer
independent and balanced responses to such an
important fiscal proposal. It is incumbent on
you to understand what are the foundations for
the numbers you are hearing. My request of you
as you move forward is simple: board members,
do your homework.

Ann Terezakis - Marlborough

Fund Colchester Properly
Dear Colchester FS, BOS, BOF, and BOE:

As we begin the budget process, remember
that the people spoke loudly and clearly about
the budget during last year’s budget process
and at the ballot box in November. We want
our schools and our town to be well-funded. It
has become clear that the last administration
rammed through budgets with draconian cuts
that had little basis in reality — you cannot just
pull a number out of the sky and hope that it all
works out.

I am very concerned about the state of our
schools. Years of devastating funding cuts in
real dollars have led us to this position - we
spend $1,641.37 less per pupil, and our school
budget is $4.6 million less, than in 2014 in infla-
tion-adjusted dollars.

First, we must address building maintenance
and our athletic fields. We can no longer kick
this can down the road.

Second, we need to work to decrease barri-
ers to participation in the broad activities that
our schools offer. We should abolish pay to play
for both sports and clubs. It is critical to remove
the transportation barrier. We need afternoon
buses to support sports and clubs.

Third, we need to reinstate our gifted and tal-
ented program. Gifted and talented students are
students with special needs. They are the only
students with special needs who are not pro-
tected under Federal law; hence, this program
is often cut.

Finally, I want to ensure that we can recruit
and retain the best talent to teach and guide
our children and serve our town. We need to
do more to make our salary and compensation
competitive compared to local districts and vil-
lages. Our teachers, staff and town employees
need a raise to ensure our public servants re-
ceive a competitive wage.

We voted you in as a group to address these
needs.

Jeremy M. McKenzie - Colchester

Media a No-Show
To the Editor:

UConn’s two National Science Bowl high
school regionals concluded this past Saturday
February 24th. Once again, the press was a no
show. Lexington, Mass., won the Northeast Di-
vision and East Lyme won the Connecticut Di-
vision. The U.S. Department of Energy will now
fly both teams to Washington D.C. to compete
amongst 70-regional winners.

Futilely, I invited multiple CT broadcast and
print media. They didn’t see any worthy story-
lines to whet their appetites. Being the nation’s
premiere academic team competition was moot.
That Lexington won the national championship
four times in the past 12 years didn’t matter. The
press was indifferent to publicizing the friendly
‘Civil War’ capping UConn’s regionals — where
each winner faces off against the other. East

Lyme defeated Lexington 158 to 106, sending a
message throughout the country that these two
teams could be the top and 2nd best high school
teams in America. Edwin O. Smith High was
right behind at 2nd best in Connecticut, only
losing to East Lyme by 10 points. Glastonbury
High was 3rd.

Yankee slugger Aaron Judge’s problematic big
toe got bigger press. But that’s the way America
rolls. Sports is king. Intellectual excellence the
pauper. Fortunately, I had the pleasure of read-
ing the questions for 11 of the matches, includ-
ing one with East Lyme and Edwin O. Smith.
Its an awesome and eye-opening experience,
witnessing Americas top students showcasing
their brilliance. Whiplash awaits next Rivereast
when I get to read the opinions of Sam Prentice
and Ed Kozlowski. Fortunately, the Washington,
D.C., National Science Bowl finals await. After-
wards, I again get to go begging Connecticut
business owners to help fund our third middle
school science bowl in a row, 2/8/25, at Smith
Middle School in Glastonbury. UConn dropped
us in 2022, but we (Sandra Nichols, Richard
Kao, Maria Buono) will prevail.

Edmund Smith - Andover

The White Elephant
To the Editor:

Saturday’s mail brought a thank you card. I
liked the card and recognized the artist straight-
away. The note was like all the others, grateful
and sincere. Over the past month, several of us
have discussed unusual subjects, including the
U.S. public being given time to speak, but, in
most cases, being ignored. The contracts had
been signed years before and clearly, there was
no intention of changing course. In the last year,
Hebron appears to be trying to listen to public
input, but only once, in nearly three years, have
we heard the root of residents’ concerns. We
hear blither blather and committees are formed
and the survey went out and more meetings are
held and more letters are written. BTW, the art-
work on the thank you card was by Matisse, and
appropriately named, The White Elephant.

Wouldn't it be interesting if we had meetings
that addressed residential concerns about the
White Elephant in Hebron? Where reports like
The Hebron Village Green, the Environmental
Review Team report circa 2000, and fractured
bedrock aquifers are discussed at length. Where
the Board of Selectmen and the Public Building
Committee, Inland Wetlands, The Water Pollu-
tion Control Authority, Open Space, The Green
Committee, Historic Properties and The Board
of Finance openly read and discuss the negative
impact of ripping up the Raymond Brook Wa-
tershed, even the Board of Education could join
in, because they too have a stake in preserva-
tion.

This one tract of land, 17 Kinney Rd., affects
all boards, committees and residents of this
town, not just financially but spiritually as well.
What direction do we really want to go in? How
much are people willing to sacrifice to deface
the Raymond Brook Watershed, state, federal or
Warren Buffett monies aside? Who'’s feeding the
white elephant? #savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston

Civility Now the Norm
To the Editor:

East Hampton has experienced a positive
turnabout in the working relationships between
boards of education, finance and Town Coun-
cil members. Civility has become the norm as
those serving have demonstrated and followed
through with election promises to operate dif-
ferently from what our citizens experienced
during the contentious budget hearings last
spring. Two of our newly elected Council mem-
bers, Jordan Werme (D) and Deb Cumming-
ham (R) reached across party lines proposing
a new opportunity for citizens to express their
views on what our priorities should be.

In an effort to make the budgeting process
more transparent, members from those three
bodies are holding “Listening Sessions” during
the next two weeks, where you can express your
priorities as elected officials listen. The com-
ments will be recorded, transcribed and made
available to all. With fiscal constraints, not all
priorities can be implemented, but could prove
invaluable as we plan our future. Remember, our
elected officials have a responsibility to operate
our government as cost efficiently as possible.

East Hampton has been an innovator among
Connecticut towns, bringing the primary
elected boards together in a Tri-Board meet-
ing. We know we face a financial challenge in
the upcoming budget, but rather than point fin-
gers, we listened as Town Manager David Cox
and Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith ex-
plained the difficulties we are experiencing with

unfunded special education mandates, reduced
ECS grants and washed out roads. All members
agreed to jointly sign a letter requesting Gover-
nor Lamont and legislative leaders to fund man-
dates as the state is once again experiencing a
multimillion-dollar surplus and a fully-funded
rainy day fund.

We intend to hold Tri-Board Workshops sev-
eral times a year fostering further cooperation.
This doesn’t mean we don’t have differences.
What it does mean is that we are setting a tone
for civility and mutual respect.

Dean Markham, Chairman
East Hampton Town Council

Future Depends on Education
To the Editor:

The future of Marlborough and the USA de-
pends heavily on education for us to compete
globally. Three pressures make Marlborough
Elementary School less competitive than 20
years ago. One has been the numerous cuts in
the MES budgets. Another constriction is the
greater demands on schools from parents due
to economic forces on families today versus the
year 2000. The third is inflationary pressures on
the schools’ salaries, insurance, services, and
you know the rest.

This results in today’s students facing greater
learning needs, nationally and in Marlborough.
MES has fewer resources today due to these fac-
tors plus increased mandates and special educa-
tion paperwork.

East Hampton’s schools, which are tightly run
from a fiscal perspective, have moved nearly
20 certified and non-certified staff over the last
14 years from overall classroom duties to spe-
cial education. More staff addressing special ed
needs as less staff teach the rest of the popula-
tion. This reshuffling of resources is a statewide
and national phenomenon.

The big picture of our global competitiveness
is painfully visible. Google PISA (Programme
for International Student Assessment) to see
how poorly the USA performs. We are below
the OECD (Organization for Economic Devel-
opment) countries’ mathematics average, sitting
at 34th out of 80 countries.

The world is different now than it was 20
years ago.

The MES superintendent reduced expenses
in several areas for one of the lowest proposed
school budgets in CT, 2.72%. Reducing this
budget further will impact the students learn-
ing.

I hope our Board of Finance looks at the big
picture changes and supports quality education
for MES to get back on track educationally.

It hurts the value of our homes if our town’s
greatest asset is diminished. Less people will
move here due to our school’s slipping reputa-
tion. Everyone will lose then.

Dave Porteous - Marlborough

Public Works Communication
To the Editor:

I was encouraged by the Department of
Public Works Action Committee meeting on
Feb. 20 and Hebron’s efforts to enhance com-
munications. This features a Communications
Sub-Committee who have created a commu-
nications plan with “multiple modes and key
deliverables,” a calendar of updates and the
creation of a Committee specific email ad-
dress. Perhaps the most interesting part of the
Sub-Committee’s work is the plan to create a
FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) page on the
Town website. This would be an active docu-
ment, allowing residents easy access important
information as well as an avenue to voice their
concerns. Here are a few questions to start:

On Feb. 5, a resident asked the Action Com-
mittee if there has been a facilities audit / op-

erational needs assessment? This detailed study
examines both operations and equipment to de-
termine areas of efficiencies and areas that could
be improved. This important question clearly
needs to be addressed before any additional
design planning moves forward. What are the
plans to review Public Works and acquire up to
date information?

Plans for a reorganized Public Works facility
on Old Colchester Road were created in 2016
and can be seen on page 32 of the September
2022 Public Building Committee presentation
posted on the town website. However, many
aspects of economics, demographics and tech-
nology have changed since 2016. How will the
Action Committee address the new reality of
a decreasing population and continually rising
taxes? How will they create a modern Public
Works that will be fiscally responsible and envi-
ronmentally sustainable?

I look forward to the implementation of the
Action Committee’s communication plan and
the additional clarity it could provide. For more
information please visit Save Hebron Center on
Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

The Megaschool Plan
To the Editor:

Last week First Selectman Ryan Curley sent
an email update about closing both Gildersleeve
School and Brownstone Intermediate School to
create one Megaschool at Valley View Elemen-
tary School. In this email he stated there was a
consensus of the Board of Selectmen and Board
of Education to go with this Megaschool plan.

Fact: There was discussion, but never a vote
on either board. Don’t you think the taxpayers
and voters should have a clear record of what
our elected officials voted for? Knowing our
elected officials’ stance on such a major decision
for our town should be on record so we know
who supported what before our next election.

First Selectman Curley also stated “the plan
maximizes the state reimbursement of 51% of
the total project cost, significantly reducing the
burden on the town, which would cover the re-
maining 49%.”

Fact: We have not even applied for the grant.
The grant could provide up to 51% but there is
no guarantee, it could be 25%, or nothing.

Another important fact taxpayers should
know is the Megaschool plan going to referen-
dum does not include any repairs to the middle/
high school complex. In 2020, the estimate was
$8.5 million dollars in repairs were needed for
that building.

The approximate date for the new Megaschool
to open is September 2027. By then millions
more in repairs could be needed at the middle/
high school that the town will need to find a
way to finance. So, we will have a brand new
Megaschool for half our students and teachers
and the other half will still be at the middle/high
school building without repairs.

How are we going to vote to fix a school for
only half of our students? Don't all of our stu-
dents deserve a building in good repair?

Thank you,
April Graves - Portland

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

Lunch will be served in the church’s tea
room.

The Hebron Maple Fest of course is the
weekend of March 16 and 17 - so you can
get some antiquing done Friday, and then
get your maple on Saturday and Sunday.

Sounds like a pretty good weekend.

* % %

See you next week.

Volunteer. The Benefits

Are Extraordinary!

Extraordinary Benefits:
* You'll feel really, really good!

Day & Evening Hours:

Please call 860-569-0722 or visit www.poainc.org

* You'll meet delightful dogs, fabulous felines,
and some pretty special humans too!

Volunteer Positions Available —

* East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization

» East Hartford facility — Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical & placement teams

PROTECTORS
o ANIMALS

Scan for more info
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Rt. 66, Portland \Gra Call Ahead
(860) 342-4968 Full Menu “ZERgliEER PR Y
Served Daily e S WING
Serving Breakfast & Lunch 11am-10Pm w
UP. Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm ?, & ORDERS
[RESTAURANT | Gluten Free Menu Available "»mae ¢ To Go!
Breakfast with the < : ,_/5/’ LIVE ENTERTAINMENT _.//55
Never A Cover 8:30PM-12:30AM
EaSter Bunny Q Fri., 3/1“Big Nasty” | St. Patrick’s Day Weekend
Saturday, March 23 @ o Fri.,, 3/8 “Raniacs” | Salirday 3/16 & Sunday 3/17
8:30am to 10:30am ¥ il| | Fri 3115 Karaoke | oave Sadioskson Suncay

_(RT. 66) HEBRON * 860-228-8148

I g mna Pizzas « Gluten Free Items I 43 Hayward Ave.
Beer/Wine « Caterin
aus 5 . ' & Colchester, CT
_ On} ne Orc}erlng I I Our authentic &
I Restaurant & Catermg Service ~ Www.ginamariesct.com I artisan original
Try one of our freshly barbeque recipes,
- are made fresh
I _ground in-house I T
R Steak m [ Brunch Is Back!
I’ Burgers I Saturday
I March 2

I
$2 OO O F F Anél;?;%l Dine In « Take Out

3) Lunch ¢« Dinner - Catering

Offer good w/ this ad till 3/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only. \/rf 35:. '

¢H appen ings ¢ : Try;:/lea:]fsiuerefiegso g’gget ;Z;‘é 93 7z I Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

BREAD-MAKING SPRING SPECIAL: Hebron, CT (860) 537-3355
Small baking class. For experienced bakers and Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm o n @oznbonesbbq 0ozn bonesbbq.com

beginners. $55 each class, includes ingredients. O = mmmm e —

1lpm-4pm. Sweet dough 3/17, Challah 4/7,
Lo @actauvant

Italian/French 4/14. Join me to understand
246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, « 860-826-6374

RE3-1-24
—

RE3-1-24

ingredients & techniques to make baking
fun & easy. Chef Dory 860-537-6325. Email
aldermanfamily@sbcglobal.net

For more information on advertising your
“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.

WANTED

Buying Antiques & 0Old Stuff

Featuring Italian & Balkan/ y
Mediterranean Cuisine You Deserve a Great Mm[.

Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware. Brought fo you by the owners Of We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine.

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest

Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, POTtOﬁnOS in Berlin ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu
Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more. includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique

Donald Roy 860-874-8396 dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing
Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold,

CIT7-6-23

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,
I11am to 9pm

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,

Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer -
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

No Corkage Fee!

< Mi
N Also Offering Take-Out, ) Dine In
' Party Platters and e Qutside
Delicious Family - s
Meals to Go! Patio onen -
Chicken Parmigiana ° Takl} 0"t .

Chicken Marsala

; Chicken Adriatic
~ Adriatic Combo- Cevapi,
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled
Chicken

® Order: 860-826- 53145'

=
& (No Minimum) -

A
Filet Mignon ml

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.
CIT9-14-23

oome o cli@er Eitm yos Ehink Sosils ks
e ikt part yar syt :
MMW%WW‘MW frestarg, 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford

DISCOVER P ORES Ty = @ 860-726-4155

CIT9-14-23
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Man Arrested After High-Speed Chase

A Hartford man was arrested Feb. 16 after
leading police on a high-speed chase.

State Police said they attempted to stop a
vehicle that matched the description of a ve-
hicle that evaded the scene of a motor vehicle
collision. The car was being driven by Lucas
Morgan, 28, of Hartford, and was traveling
eastbound in Colchester on Route 2. Accord-
ing to police, Morgan sped off in an attempt
to evade officers. The pursuit went on for 21
miles and reached speeds exceeding 135 mph,
according to police.

Police said the vehicle had not actually been
involved with the crash, but Morgan was on
parole.

Morgan was arrested and charged with en-
gaging in a police pursuit after failing to stop
when signaled by an officer, speeding at a
rate as to endanger the life of any occupant of
the vehicle, reckless driving, failure to renew
registration, operating a vehicle without a li-
cense, operating a vehicle without minimum
insurance requirements, and improper use of
a marker, registration or license, police said.

Lions Eyeglass and Hearing Aid Collection

The Marlborough Lions collect used eyeglass-
es and hearing aids, which are then provided to
people in impoverished countries all around the
world.

The Marlborough Lions drop boxes are locat-
ed at Richmond Memorial Library, Town Hall,
Liberty Bank, the Marlborough Senior Center
and at the office of Dr. Steven Rafalowsky on
Saner Road.

The Lions collect the eyeglasses and hearing

aids all year long, and on March 3, Lions clubs
from all over Connecticut will be meeting to
turn in the collected items. Eyeglass cases are
also appreciated.

If you have any questions, or would like to
learn more about the Marlborough Lions, call
Lions Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116
or Lions Club President Megan Lloyd at 413-
687-5537.

Presidential Preference Primary Coming

The presidential preference primary (PPP) is
April 2. As of press time, there will be Demo-
cratic and Republican primaries.

Also, for the first time, Connecticut has early
in-person voting which will be available March
26, 27, 28, and 30, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at
Town Hall 26 North Main St.

Important voter registration deadlines:
March 15 is the last day to register by mail or
use online registration; and March 25, by noon,
is the last date for only unaffiliated voters to ap-
pear in person at the registrars of voters’ office
to enroll in the Democratic or Republican par-

ties. (The deadline for registered Democrats and
Republicans to switch parties has passed.)

New Marlborough voters wishing to partici-
pate in early voting must register and enroll in
the Democratic or Republican parties by noon
at the registrars’ office the day prior to the day
they want to vote early.

Absentee ballots become available Tuesday,
March 12, in the town clerK’s office. You must
complete an application and be a registered vot-
er in order to obtain an absentee ballot.

Call 860-295-6206 for more information.

Arts Center to Host Annual Student Show

The Marlborough Arts Center will once again
host the annual Student Art Show for students
from Marlborough, Hebron, Gilead and Ando-
ver.

The show is coordinated by Sue Hollister and
Lin Gotta, collaborating closely with art teach-
ers from all the schools in Regional School Dis-
trict No. 8. The art teachers are Denise Ketterer
in Marlborough; Roseanne Modzelewski in
Hebron; Susan Giammarco in Gilead; Jessica
Waine in Andover; and Bev Fisher, Carrie Di-
nunzio, Shelly Osowiecki, Nicole Van Sicklin,
and Micaela Gradie in the RHAM middle and
high schools.

The show will be open on weekends from
March 2 thru March 17; hours are every Sat-
urday and Sunday from 1-4 p.m. Admission is
free.

Marlborough Arts Center is a nonprofit re-
gional center for the fine arts, performing arts
and fine craftS. The center is located at 231
North Main St. There is free on-site parking and
the building is handicapped-accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org or, to speak with a member of the
Board of Directors, leave a message at 860-467-
6353.

Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs

Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call
860-295-6203.

Trips: Boston Saint Patrick’s Day Parade:
Sunday, March 17. Trip fee is $85. Bus leaves
from Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury at
7:30 a.m.

Boston Celtics vs. Washington Wizards:
Sunday, April 14, 1 p.m., at TD Garden. Trip fee
is $190. Bus leaves from Putnam park and ride
at7 a.m.

Boston Red Sox vs. Cleveland Guardians
Patriot’s Day Game: Monday, April 15,11 a.m.,,
at Fenway Park. Trip fee: $175. Bus leaves Put-
nam park and ride at 7 a.m.

Youth Programs: ART-ventures- Just For
Fun Adventures: Tuesdays, April 23-May 28,
3:15-4:15 p.m., in the Marlborough Elementary
School cafeteria. Fee: $128/resident, $133/non-
resident.

Dance Classes: All held at Dance Dynamics
in Hebron. The schedule is: Dazzling Cheer:
Thursdays, March 21-May 23 (no class 4/11),
4:15-4:45 p.m., for ages 3-7. Fee: $130. Tiny
Twirlers Thursdays: Thursdays, 5:15-5:45 p.m.,
March 21-May 23 (no class 4/11), for ages 2-3
with caregiver. Fee: $130. Sparkling Spinners:
Thursdays, March 21-May 23 (no class 4/11),
4:45-5:15 p.m., for ages 3-4. Fee: $130. Tiny
Twirlers Saturdays: Saturdays, 9-9:30 a.m.,
March 23-June 8 (no class 3/30, 4/13 or 5/25),
for ages 2-3 with caregiver. Fee: $117. Funky
Tumblers: Ages 4-7, Saturdays, March 23-June
8, 10:45-11:30 a.m. (no class 3/30, 4/13 or 5/25),
for ages 4-7. Fee: $162. Little Limelights: Fri-
days, March 22-June 7 (no class 3/29, 4/12 and
5/24). Ages 3-4 meet 5:15-5:45 p.m., and ages
5-7 meet 5:45-6:15 p.m. Fee: $117.

Kids Sewing: Thursdays, March 7-April 4,
5:30-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center
(MSCQC), for ages 8-14. Fee: $95/resident, $100/

non-resident.

After School Co-Ed Dodgeball League: Mon-
days, March 18-April 29 (no dodgeball April 8),
3:15-4:15 p.m., at MES, for grades 5 and 6. Fee:
$30/resident.

After School Co-Ed Handball League:
Wednesdays, March 20-May 1 (no handball
April 10), 3:15-4:15 p.m., at MES, for grades 5
and 6. Fee: $30/resident.

Parents Night Out: Fridays, March 22 and
April 26, 6-9 p.m., at MSC. Drop off your kids
in grades K-6. Fee: $20 per child/resident, $25
per child/non-resident.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 30, at Blish
Park. Ages 2 and under are at 11 a.m., ages 3-5
are at 11:30 a.m., ages 6-8 are at 11:15 a.m., and
ages 7-10 are at 11:45 a.m.

Marvelous Engineering Using Legos: Mon-
days, April 15-May 20, 3:15-4:45 p.m., for grades
K-4. Fee: $114/resident, $119/non-resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 13-June 8 (no
session May 25), at West Road Memorial upper
field. Mini, for age 2, meets 3-3:35 p.m. and fee
is $102/resident, $107/non-resident. Classic, for
ages 3-5, meets 3:45-4:30 p.m., and fee is $108/
resident, $113.non-resident.

Spring Into Yoga: Wednesdays, April 17-
May 8, 5:15-6 p.m., at MSC, for ages 4-10. Par-
ent/guardian required to attend. Fee: $65/resi-
dent, $70/non-resident. There is also a drop-in
option for $17 per week.

Skyhawks: Thursdays, April 18-May 23, at
MES. Mini-Hawk, for ages 5-7, meets 4-5 p.m.,
and Multi-Sport, for ages 5:15-6:15 p.m., meets
5:15-6:15 p.m. Fee: $89/residents, $94/non-res-
idents.

Kids/Family Sewing - Pajamas: Wednesday,
April 24, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at MSC, for ages 8 and
up. Fee: $45/resident, $50/non-resident.

Mad Science - Energy, Forces, Flight:
Thursdays, April 25-May 30, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at
MES, for grades K-6. Fee: $128/resident, $133/
non-resident.

Lions Brewery Tour

The Marlborough Lions Club will host a
brewery tour Saturday, May 4. The bus will de-
part Marlborough at noon, with 50 seats avail-
able with two brewery stops.

Tickets are $45 and include raffle prizes,
transportation a private room at Five Churches
Brewery in New Britain, food and one more
brewery stop yet to be determined.

Beer can be purchased at each site. Five
Churches Brewery offers beers which range

from $5 to $9, with $3 tasters, wine for $10,
pre-made cocktails for $8, or soda for $2. There
will also be stuffed breads provided by the tour;
however, additional food can be purchased if
desired.

For more information, visit the Lions’ Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/connecticut.
marlborough.lions or reach out to Lions Club
member Jennifer Greloch at jenbruhns@gmail.
com.

Pre-Kindergarten Screening Information

All public school systems in Connecticut are
responsible for the identification of children
who may be eligible to receive special education
services. The Early Childhood team at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School is accepting applica-
tions for current resident children interested
its pre-kindergarten screening for the 2024-25
school year.

Eligible children must be 3 or 4 years old by
Sept. 1. Parents/guardians interested in their
child participating in this process must com-

plete and return a questionnaire no later than
Friday, March 8. An in-person screening is
planned for early April.

Please note that children identified as kinder-
garten-eligible (those turning 5 by Sept. 1) are
not eligible for the pre-kindergarten program
for the upcoming school year.

Contact Marcy Spellman at 860-295-6236 or
mspellman@marlborough.k12.ct.us for more
information or to receive a screening question-
naire.

Spring Watercolor Classes at Arts Center

Local artist Mary Horrigan will offer adult
watercolor classes at Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter, 231 N. Main St., on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings, from 10 a.m.-noon, starting March
19 and running through April 25.

Tuesdays’ lessons are designed for “Basic Be-
ginners” This class starts with the very basics:
brush handling, laying a wash, making simple
shapes, controlling values, mixing colors. Sub-
ject matter will include still life objects and
landscape elements. Dates for this class are
March 19-April 23.

Thursdays lessons are designed for students
with some fundamental experience in water-
color. This class assumes knowledge of the ba-
sics — laying a wash, controlling values, brush-
handling, mixing colors. We will concentrate on
composition, color theory, working from pho-
tos and still life setups. Dates for this class are

March 21-April 25.

Material lists will be sent once the class is
confirmed with enough students registered.

Cost for the class is $120. Registration
forms can be downloaded from www.marl-
borougharts.org, and checks can be mailed to:
Marlborough Arts Center, 231 North Main S.t,
Marlborough, CT 06447.

Horrigan has taught watercolor classes for
Manchester Community College, Middletown
Adult Education, the Glastonbury Art Guild,
the Guilford Art Center and for the Marlbor-
ough Arts Center. Her paintings have been ex-
hibited in Maine, Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut, and have won several awards.

For more information, contact Horrigan at
mehorrigan@comcast.net or leave a voicemail
message at the Arts Center at 860-467-6353.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr.,
is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the
center’s hours and more information. The cen-
ter also serves as a warming center.

Transportation: Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays; call 36 hours in advance of your ap-
pointment to guarantee a ride.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank
is open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation:
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to
change.

In Case of Bad Weather: Tune in to WESB-
TV Channel 3 or NBC Connecticut Channel 30
for news on senior center closings or late open-
ings.

gMonday, March 4: Free bread and bakery
goods from Stop & Shop; Help & Support, 10
am.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Con-
gregate Meal, noon - call for menu; Red Cross

Blood Drive, 1-6 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; Setback,
3-4 p.m.

Tuesday, March 5: Free bread and bakery
goods donation from Big Y; Help & Support, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-ball pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Tai Chi, 1-2 p.m.; Exercise
with Anne, 3-4 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6: Not Just Quilting, 9
a.m.-2 p.m. -- All Sew Day; Help & Support, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-ball pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon - call
for menu; Setback, 3-4 p.m.; Sophisticated La-
dies, 5-7 p.m.; Board of Assessment Appeals,
6:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 7: Help & Support, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.; AARP Tax Prep, 9 am.-1 p.m.; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Tai Chi, 1 p.m.; Exercise w/
Anne, 3-4 p.m.

Friday, March 8: Not Just Quilting, 10 a.m.;
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Help & Support, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Congre-
gate Meal, noon - call for menu; Setback, 1-4
p.m.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is
located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to
call before heading over or connect via email at
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Lenten Reconciliation: Mondays during
Lent, from 5-6 p.m.

Lenten Stations of the Cross: Fridays be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Most Fridays also include a
simple soup supper prior to Stations, at 6 p.m.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
daysat9 am.

Commemorative Mugs
Still Available

Marlborough Republicans still have a
limited number of 220th anniversary mugs
available. These 12-ounce ceramic cups fea-
ture Marlborough’s town seal on one face.

Mugs are $12 each. To purchase, call Jack
Murray at 860-543-2050 or Louise Con-
codello at 860-463-7646.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles
leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena
Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the
church office.

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. All are welcome to join.
More information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food
drives are held weekly for Marlborough Food
Bank. You may also bring non-perishable food
or household donations directly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday morn-
ings. Sandwich-making and collection is the last
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found on the church website and
are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, book
club, OCIA, Knights of Columbus or other min-
istries, call the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org,
or look for the church on Facebook (Saint John
Fisher Roman Catholic Church).
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Two New Principals for Elementary School

By Michael Sinkewicz

With the current principal and vice princi-
pal due to retire at the end of the school year,
Marlborough Elementary School (MES) this
week announced the appointment of two new
administrators to lead the district following an
“intensive” search process.

In a press release, the school district said Pau-
la Graef and Kristen Trahan will take over start-
ing July 1, succeeding Principal Dan White and
Vice Principal Kim Kelley.

However, in a change that school superin-
tendent Holly Hageman said more accurately
reflects the positions’ responsibilities, Graef and
Trahan will each have the title of “co-principal”

The district previously formed the MES Prin-
cipal Search Committee, a 13-member board
consisting of members of the school-commu-
nity, including two Board of Education (BOE)
members. According to its release, the district
received 40 applications and the committee
whittled the pool down through screening in-
terviews and multiple rounds of in-depth con-
versations.

Ultimately, Hageman and the committee rec-
ommended two finalists, who were discussed
last week on Feb. 22 during a BOE executive ses-
sion — a private meeting not open to the pubic
— and endorsed.

This week, Hageman told the Rivereast that
while the candidates didn’t require official BOE
consent — and no vote or motion was record-
ed — they both received “consensus approval”
from the board members.

Graef and Trahan will act as co-principals and
will be paid the same salary, which is remaining
the same as the current administrators, accord-
ing to Hageman.

The decision to make the two positions
“equal” moving forward was reached because it
was essentially already taking place, she contin-
ued. While White and Kelley had unique titles,
their responsibilities were similar and the roles

will now reflect that reality.

Accordingly, Hageman said the district was
looking a duo, and the finalists formed “an ex-
cellent team?”

“They both had the depth of experience we
were desiring,” she said, adding that their mind-
set was entirely “student-first.”

Hageman described the new leaders as “car-
ing, kind and thoughtful”

Both actively work as elementary school
principals. The press release states that Graef
is currently overseeing Brooklyn Elementary,
while Trahan leads Shepard Hill Elementary in
Plainfield.

“They were principals before, during, and af-
ter the pandemic and maintained the vision and
fortitude to enhance programs and outcomes
at their schools,” the release states. “They both
have deep expertise in elementary curriculum
and instruction and a strong desire to foster
continuous learning and growth”

Graef received bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in education from the University of Wisconsin
and an additional master’s degree in educational
administration from the University of Connect-
icut. The release also notes that she earned cer-
tifications as an administrator, elementary and
math teacher and has a National Board Teacher
Certification.

Her teaching career includes grades 2-6,
along with being a math and science specialist
while in Wisconsin. Notably, she taught locally
in Hebron as a fifth- and sixth-grade teacher
and as a curriculum and technology specialist.
The release highlights that Graef is “thrilled to
return to our region to what she considers her
dream job.”

Trahan, meanwhile, earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence from the University of Maine in English, a
master’s degree in elementary education and a
certificate in administration from Sacred Heart
University, and a second master’s degree in lit-

Kindergarten Registration

Elmer Thienes - Mary Hall Elementary
School (MES) in Marlborough will accept regis-
tration packets for kindergarten students for the
2024-25 school year on two days next month.

Packets will be accepted Wednesday, March
20 (9-11 am.,, 1-2 p.m., and 5-6:30 p.m.) and
Thursday, March 21 (9-11 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.).
All completed kindergarten packets should be
dropped off at the school’s Main Office, located
at 25 School Drive.

Children will need to be five years of age by
Sept. 1 in order to attend kindergarten. If your
child does not meet the new entry cut-off, they
may still be admitted to kindergarten upon a

Community Sing

Carolyn Brodginski of Seat of Our Pants
invites the community to attend a no-cost
Community Sing upstairs in the lounge at
the Marlborough Congregational Church,
35 South Main St., on Friday, March 1, at 7
p.m.

Words and cords are provided for over
100 songs, and all singers and musicians are
welcome to this monthly sing-along. Enter
through the yellow front doors of the church.

Spring season Community Sings will be
April 5, May 3 and June 7.

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal

Senior Citizen
s Discounts

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured
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Available
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written request from the parent or guardian
that is sent to the MES administration and an
assessment completed by the school that de-
termines admitting the child to kindergarten
would be developmentally appropriate. All in-
terested families will have their child assessed in
the spring along with all the children who meet
the new state guidelines of Sept. 1.

If you have an eligible child or a child you
would like assessed and you have not received a
registration packet, call the school office at 860-
295-6220. If you receive a registration packet
and do not plan to enroll your child for the
2024-25 school year, please notify the school as
soon as possible.

30 Years in the Travel Business

Excellent iﬂ-ﬁ—- Inventive

Service! I

personal .
Touches!

Call Hebron Travel Today and Get Out of Town!

Hebran Travel

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 « hebrontravel@cs.com
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eracy from Southern Connecticut State Uni-
versity. She is also a University of Connecticut
PreK-3 Leadership Program Fellow, according
to the press release.

Before her administrative role in Plainfield,
she was an assistant principal at a kindergarten
magnet school. Trahan has certifications as an
elementary teacher, remedial reading teacher
and reading consultant, and was a K-8 district
literacy consultant. Her resume includes a stint
as an adjunct professor in the Graduate Literacy
Program at Sacred Heart.

The positions were posted at the beginning of
January, Hageman said, and the search process
was “very intensive,” and involved reference
checks and multiple rounds of interviews.

Hageman expressed that while initially scary,
“change brings opportunity.” Losing two experi-
enced administrators at the same time undoubt-
edly casts a degree of uncertainly as the district
undergoes a substantial transition. The school
chief assured the community that their outgo-
ing administrators are leaving the confines of 25
School Drive in good shape.

“Dan and Kim have been remarkable public
servants,” she said. “They’ve gone above and be-
yond.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, when ad-
ministrators were unexpectedly thrusted into a
largely unprecedented set circumstances, Marl-
borough depended on its leaders to confidently
navigate the students through those challenges.

Hageman asserted that both White and Kelley
were instrumental in those efforts.

“They have incredible work ethic, dedication
and pride,” she said. “We lose Dan and Kim, and
all those incredible attributes”

She added, though, that the district is gaining
two capable leaders.

As the district, which has experienced a siz-
able drop in enrollment over the past 10 years,
prepared to part ways with both its school lead-
ers at once, some residents questioned whether
continuing with two principals was necessary.

At a prior BOE meeting, two local selectmen,
Deb Bourbeau and Betty O’Brien, suggested
that the ongoing expense of employing both ad-
ministrators was not “fiscally responsible.”

Hageman said shifting to just one principal
was “never considered” as a viable option.

“It's simply not a one-principal job,” she said.

In her explanation, Hageman conveyed that
the district oversees students ranging from
3 to 12 years old, which requires a significant
amount of “developmental and content experi-
ence for one person to have.”

The justification for two principals, she con-
tinued, is not simply based on the number of
students. Because the district doesn’t employ
certain roles, such as a human resources direc-
tor, the superintendent and principals are effec-
tively “wearing multiple hats”

“When you’re stretched too thin, you can’t
cover all the bases,” she said.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the
Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 10
a.m. Worship is streamed live every Sunday at
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later
viewing at the website. Childcare for infants and
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery
but children are always welcome at the worship
service. All children in the community are in-
vited to attend Sunday School. Contact Gwen
Lawson at the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org for more information.

Sunday, March 3 is a Communion Sunday.
Holy Communion is open to all, regardless of
church affiliation, including children with pa-
rental guidance. The bread used is gluten-free..
The service will be led by the Rev. Valerie Server.
Her sermon title is “To Whom Does This House
Belong?” Bible Sunday will also be celebrated
where third grade Sunday School students will
receive a Bible. Seaver will have a brief children’s
message entitled “Are Rules Cruel or Cool?”

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by
Seaver and meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., up-
stairs in the Thienes Lounge. All are welcome.

Solutions!

Magical
€Mories!

SINCE
1994

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank, with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshipers to bring their donations.
The Drive-Thru Café for Marlborough Food
Bank patrons with vouchers is usually held on
the last Sunday of each month from September
to June.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon in the
Youth Room, and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in
the Community Fellowship Hall.

ACA: Meets in the Youth Room Tuesdays at
7:30 p.m.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on
the lower level, is open for spring shopping and
donating on Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop sells year-
round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 or email
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.

860"295"925 1 8 Independence Drive | Marlborough
SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!

including a daily bot lunch special
Monday through Friday

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

WALK IN

OR MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

— NEW SANDWICHES —

Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo
Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings
ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES w————

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

| HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3 |

860-295-9366
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Open Mon.-Fri. 6AM - 6PM; Sat. & Sun. 6AM - 3PM
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough
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RE1-12-24
I




Page 10

NEWS BULLETIN « March 1, 2024

East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton

By London Brazal

The East Hampton Board of Education this
week adopted a proposed 2024-25 budget of
$38.08 million, an increase of 6.21% from cur-
rent year spending. The spending plan now
heads to the Board of Finance.

At Monday’s meeting, the Board of Education
(BOE) reviewed Superintendent of Schools Paul
Smith’s proposed budget. A comparison chart
revealed a decrease in state funding support for
East Hampton’s education costs, dropping from
approximately $7.5 million to $7 million over
nine years. The BOE approved the $38.08 mil-
lion budget by an 8-1 tally. Board member Josh
Piteo, a Republican, was the lone ‘no’ vote, say-
ing after the meeting he felt the spending pack-
age was too high and “too much, too soon”

An analysis of the operating budget says the
current 2023-24 budget has been significantly
impacted by student support needs resulting in
increased outside tuition with related services
and transportation. “Risks are inherent to every
school budget, as we operate without additional
school contingency funding and our student’s
needs are not static or ‘straight-line’ predict-
able,” wrote Smith.

An important fluctuating cost is outplace-
ments. In 2024, the tuition cost per student for
the outpaced program varies from $113,999 to
$275,072. Following reimbursement from the
CT Excess Cost Grant, the net cost per student
ranges from $95,760 to $140,655. In the last 10
years, the number of special education students
in East Hampton has increased. In the 2013-

2014 school year, there were 181 students com-
pared to 352 now. The number of outplacements
has varied over time but in the last five years, the
number has continued to increase from 7 to 14.

With the increase in special education stu-
dents, an increased paraprofessional or inter-
vention support is needed. One interventionist
with benefits (single insurance) is $53,000 and
one paraprofessional is $48,000. All options are
fully vetted including building transfers. Local
services are financially efficient compared to
out-of-district options.

To help as alternatives to outplacements, the
district has strengthened local programs such as
STARS (Supportive Teaching for At-Risk Stu-
dents), STEPS, The Learning Center and the
Transition Academy. With that, another signifi-
cant additional uncertainty and financial risk
to consider is added school vehicles. These ex-
penditures qualify for reimbursement in excess
cost grant applications for high-cost students.
Homeless transportation is coordinated with
the district where the student(s) are temporarily
located. The district prioritizes the shared use of
special education vehicles, aiming to transport
2 or more students on the same vehicle or with
neighboring communities whenever possible.

While looking at the different sections of the
2024-25 budget, salaries, wages and benefits
makeup 83.8% or about $31.90 million of the
total operating expenses. In 2025, the full cost
of family health care is expected to be around
$38,8 47. The district has made changes so that

The Knights of Columbus, St John Paul
II Council 6190 is again offering its multi-
decade tradition of serving a variety of fish
dinners on Fridays during Lent. The next one
will be tonight, March 1.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod,
clams and shrimp, which will be served with
French fries and coleslaw. Chowder will also
be available. Coffee, tea, water and soda are
also offered. Prices of the fish may vary from
week to week.

Fish Frydays Are Back

Entertainment March 1 will be the East
Hampton High School Jazz Band, conducted
by Andrew Groves.

Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in
the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West
High St. Take-out service also will be avail-
able; advance orders must be received by
noon on Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644.
Please do not leave orders on the answering
machine.

EHACC Taking Grant Applications

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion (EHACC) welcomes grant applications
from East Hampton organizations and individ-
uals with programs and/or projects that enrich
the lives of East Hampton residents through the
arts.

One of two $500 grants are available to be
awarded to individuals or organizations resid-
ing in East Hampton. The commission reserves
the right to award a grant to an individual or
organization it determines will have the most
potential impact of arts and/or culture on the
town. Incomplete forms will be denied; appli-
cants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and
organizational quality of the organization and/

RICK'S REAL ESTATE GROUP
At CENTURY 21 AllPoints Realty

Rick Berkenstock

ricksrealestategroup.com ——

860-930-3469

1 Main Street
East Hampton

independently owned

Lyn Stuart

or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success. The organization’s or project’s
accessibility and service to the East Hampton
community. Grant recipients must credit the
East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission
on all press releases, posters, print advertising
and programs.

Evaluation: An interview may be requested
of the candidate prior to awarding the grant.
An update of your progress will be required six
months post-award date and a final report will
be required one year post award date.

Deadline to apply is April 1, by emailing
arts@easthamptonct.org. Applications can also
be dropped off at Town Hall, in the town man-
ager’s office.
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more than 90 current full-time employees,
which is almost 85% of all new full-time hires in
2023, have to pay a larger share of the cost and
need to choose more extensive coverage.

Under the state partnership plan, the medical
premium cost would have been $6,277,169 for
the 2023-24 year due to a 7.2% increase. How-
ever, by making a change in July 2023, the pre-
mium was reduced to $6,036,867. The increase
for the 2024-25 year is expected to be higher,
but the district is looking into other plan op-
tions to save money in the future.

Though slight increases exist in multiple ar-
eas, there are decreases in areas such as tech-
nology software, electricity and curriculum in-
vestments. Technology software has decreased
because there are savings generated through
major transitions. These changes included
switching to the state’s I[EP system, new time-
keeping, attendance, and substitute-finding
software, which was cheaper than the old pro-
gram and has a more modern interface. The
decrease in electricity is because of a solar field
credit program, a virtual net metering system

School Board Approves $38.08M Budget

with Eversource, that began in the spring of
2021. There is also an anticipated savings from
the energy project at the middle school which
replaced fixtures with LED lighting.

After calculating the total spending, the bud-
get was slated to have a 7.18% increase. How-
ever, a state grant helped lower the increase to
6.21%. The state reimburses a portion of ex-
penses beyond a certain level (4.5 times the dis-
trict’s net current expenditures). These expenses
cover services tailored to individual students’
needs as determined by the special education
“IEP” process. Regarding the financial system,
the grant is budgeted and recorded as a “nega-
tive” offset to tuition. In 2023, the state reim-
bursed 76% of the amount exceeding the set
level. The final amount wasn’t known until the
last payment in May because it varies depend-
ing on the state funding cap and the total fund
requests from all school districts.

To look at the budget in its entirety, visit east-
hamptonps.org/o/district/page/budget-process.
Any questions can be emailed to psmith@east-
hamptonct.org.

Antique Appraisal Day March 9

The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) will
host its 28th annual Antique Appraisal Day Sat-
urday, March 9, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Town
Hall conference room, located at 1 Community
Drive just off Route 66.

There will be three antique appraisers at the
event — Lawrence Shapiro of Glastonbury; Wil-
liam (Bill) Barrows, a second-generation auc-
tioneer at Thomas Barrows and Sons from Port-
land; and Michael B. Westman, an appraiser

from Rhode Island.

All are invited to come and have their items
appraised. There is a suggested donation of $6
per item, and no appointment is needed. This
is a fundraiser for the continual maintenance of
the society’s two museum buildings and 1840
one-room schoolhouse.

Call Maggy Morales 860-539-0988 for more
information or if there is any doubt of a storm
related cancellation.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday,
10 am.-5 p.m.

All-Ages Program: Community Conversa-
tion: Saturday, March 2, 10:30 a.m.-noon. All
are invited to share their hopes for East Hamp-
ton and what role the library can play in achiev-
ing those goals as part of the process to develop
a new strategic plan. No registration required;
all are welcome to attend. Light refreshments
will be served.

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!:
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children
ages 18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs:
Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years;
Baby Rhyme Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for
ages birth to 24 months, and their caregivers.

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Saturday,
March 2, 2-3 p.m. Grades 1-5 are invited to
come play on the library’s Nintendo Switch. All
skill levels welcome. This month, play Mario
Party Superstars (rated E).

Family Storytime: Saturday, March 9, 10:30
a.m., for ages 3-5; siblings welcome. There will
be stories, songs and open-ended play. Partici-
pants will also have the chance to work on a
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craft to bring home. No registration required.

DIY Days: Floam: Saturday, March 16, 11
a.m.-4 p.m., for grades K-8. Activities are avail-
able while supplies last. No registration re-
quired.

Teen Programs: Middle Grade Dungeons
& Dragons One-Shot: Wednesday, March 13,
4:30-6 p.m., for grades 5-7. No previous playing
experience or past participation required. The
library will provide basic, fifth-edition charac-
ters; all supplies included.

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Saturday,
March 16, 2-3:30 p.m., for grades 6-12. Pull up
a beanless bag chair in the library community
room for a big-screen Nintendo Switch hang-
out. All skill levels welcome.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club - Pi Day:
Tuesday, March 5, 6:30 p.m. Celebrate Pi Day
with sweet or savory pies. Bring a prepared dish
and 12 copies of the recipe to share. The library
will provide plates and utensils.

Tech Help with Sam & Nicole: Thursday,
March 7, 2-4 p.m. Drop by with your technol-
ogy questions. No registration required; just
bring your device with you.

Paranormal Hotspots with Ronny LeBlanc:
Tuesday, March 12, 6:30 p.m. Find out why
some places exhibit more paranormal activity
than others with Discovery+ and Travel Chan-
nel star Ronny LeBlanc. Learn about paranor-
mal hotspots right here in New England.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, March 15, 11
a.m. Drop in for coffee or tea, a breakfast treat,
and bookish banter. Register or drop in.

NEW LOCATION!
190 E. High St.,Ste.1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr. K

. Chatham Dental Center
Advanced Dentistry

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
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860-267-4900
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Root Canals, Extractions,
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Donors Give More Than $15K for Seniors

By Kathleen Megan

East Hampton Community Cares said it
would like to thank donors who have contrib-
uted $15,200, ensuring that 150 people - senior
citizens and volunteers — can participate in the
program.

Dr. Eric Rosenberg, chairman of the East
Hampton Commission on Aging, said he knows
that East Hampton is “a very generous commu-
nity;” but that he was overjoyed that the group
was able to raise such a significant sum from
several of the area’s prominent businesses.

Businesses giving leaderships grants of
$3,000 included St. Clements Castle and a com-
bined gift from Belltown Motors and Belltown
Recycling Center. Lakeside Bar and Grill also
donated $2,000 in addition to in-kind services.
East Hampton Rotary also provided a leader-
ship donation of $3,000 in July to get the pro-
gram started.

East Hampton Community Cares, or EHCC,
also thanked Bevin Bells, the law practice of
Brown Paindiris and Scott, Center Package
Store, and Kevin Reich, for their gifts.

Po’s Rice and Spice has also agreed to sponsor
a fundraiser for EHCC in the near future.

The program, which started in September,
matches adults aged 70 or over and disabled
people of any age with volunteers who provide
needed help at no charge, whether with trans-
portation, household tasks, technology or com-
panionship.

For each volunteer and recipient, EHCC must
pay a one-time $100 fee to cover background
checks to ensure everyone’s safety, as well com-
puter and insurance costs.

So far, at least 23 people have volunteered
and 23 others are receiving services. Rosenberg
said that he expects those numbers to continue
to increase as the word gets out about the ser-

vices that are provided and the opportunity to
volunteer.

He said many of the requests are for a ride
to a medical appointment or to do an errand,
yardwork, inside chores, and simply compan-
ionship.

“Companionship is a big deal,” said Rosen-
berg. “Several people have received multiple
companionship visits to fight loneliness and in-
crease connections.”

For Peter Callan, the president and owner
of St. Clements Castle, the desire to donate to
a program that connects volunteers to senior
citizens who could use some help or just a bit of
companionship was a natural.

Callan, who immigrated as a child with his
family from Ireland, grew up in East Haddam
where his mother ran a rest home for senior
citizens, making them three meals a day and
helping them live independently. Callan and his
siblings all had assigned jobs to help out.

“We always had seniors around so I was very
comfortable around them,” Callan said of the
residents in the home. “We always called them
guests”

Because of his own experience, Callan said
he is especially interested in the fact that young
people are able to sign up to help out older peo-
ple through East Hampton Community Cares.
Volunteers as young as 16 are welcome to take
part as long as there is adult supervision and pa-
rental permission.

“I think it's a very important effort to con-
nect the generations,” said Callan. “You know,
kids are disconnected today. They’re with their
devices. And they could learn a lot from spend-
ing time with the older generation. There’s a lot
of people who are lonely, who could just use a
little company or a little help and I think a lot of

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. Communion
will be served.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn
to help explain the meaning of the message
topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades
K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship

service. The theme is “Friends with God.” A tod-
dler nursery is also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. New members are wel-
come.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in
the Music Room. The study is on “Fruits of the
Spirit”

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles
Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or for more information on
any program, email middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or
call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O. Box
123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m.

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga.
Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Satur-
days at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register
at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Yoga for Kids: Tuesdays, starting March 5, at
10 a.m. For children who are crawling, up to age
5. Cost is $12 for each child/parent/caregiver
pair. To register call or text the instructor Kath-
leen at 860-638-9097 or email kmarshall0227@
yahoo.com

Pilates: A second session of Thursday Night

Pilates began Feb. 29 at 6 p.m. Sign up for six
classes at $10 per class and get a seventh class
free, or pay $12 to drop in. To register, call 203-
592-4448 or email abstite@sbcglobal.net.

CommuniTea: Saturday, March 9, 10 a.m. All
are invited for tea, coffee and conversation.

Fly Fishing with Rowan Lytle - Fly-Tying
Discussion and Presentation: Thursday, March
14, at 7 p.m. Lytle will offer a fly-tying discus-
sion and presentation. Bring your own materi-
als.

Save the Date: An illustrated talk on “Ships
for the Trade & the Rise of the Customs Port”
will be held at the library Saturday, March 23,
at 2 p.m., featuring a discussion on shipbuilding
and trade on the Connecticut River - including
Middle Haddam. The talk is presented by Bren-
da Milkofsky, former founding director and se-
nior curator at the Connecticut River Museum
in Essex and former executive director at the
Wethersfield Historical Society. The program is
free and open to the public.

people don't ask for it”

Donating to the program is “really a simple
gesture,” Callan said, “and something we could
definitely do”

Hope Flannery, who along with her husband,
Tony, and son, Anthony, is the owner of Bell-
town Recycling Center, said they all grew up in
town. Tony Flannery also owns Belltown Mo-
tors. “We always try to help when we can,” she
said.

She recalled that her own children volun-
teered through the church when they were
growing up. When it was time to do it, she said,
theyd moan, “Oh no we have to go,” but then
“Theyd come back and theyd be happy. It made
them feel better that that they did it. They were
helping somebody”

Flannery said she thinks East Hampton Com-
munity Cares is “a really nice idea. I'm sure the
seniors really like it”

“There’s always somebody who could use a
little extra help,” she said.

Iso Dedushaj, the owner of Lakeside Bar and
Grill in town and also of the Gelston House in
East Haddam, said he is very happy to help out

the effort. “To be honest with you, helping older
people — that’s the best thing to do,” said Dedu-
shaj. “People don’t have family, they don’t have
enough money, today everything is expensive.”

“They don’t have anyone to mow the grass or
help with chores”

Desushaj said he is very aware how much
older people like to remain in their own homes,
rather than moving to a place where they can
get the help they need. His own mother is 87
and living at home with round-the clock care in
their home country of Montenegro.

He said he hopes the assistance through East
Hampton Community Cares allows older peo-
ple to stay in their own homes for a longer time.

Callan said, “It’s good to shine a light on giv-
ing like this because I think it sets a standard
for businesses. They can give back locally and be
more of a neighbor”

Note: Kathleen Megan is a former reporter for
The Hartford Courant and Connecticut Mirror,
and is currently a teacher and freelancer. She is
also an alternate member of the East Hampton
Commission on Aging.

On Saturday, March 16, author Walter W.
Woodward will give a talk on his recent book,
Creating Connecticut: Critical Moments that
Shaped a Great State, at 11 a.m. at the East
Hampton Library Community Room, located
at 105 Main St.

Woodward, who served as Connecticut
State Historian from 2004 until his retirement
in 2022, is a scholar of early American and
Atlantic world history, with an emphasis on
Connecticut and New England. His research

Retired State Historian to Discuss Book

interests cover a variety of subjects, including
witchcraft, alchemy and the history of sci-
ence, the use of music in early America, and
environmental history.

You can register in person at East Hampton
Public Library, by phone at 860-267-6621, or
online at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org. For
more information, contact Chatham Histori-
cal Society member Marty Podskoch at 860-
267-2442 or podskoch@comcast.net.

Denim, Diamonds and Drafts

All are invited to an evening of dancing,
dinner and drinks to support the Connecticut
Draft Horse Rescue Friday, March 15, from
6:30-10:30 p.m., at Saint Clements Castle (1931
Portland-Cobalt Rd., Portland).

There will be music, food, dancing, raffles,
live auctions, and silent auctions. Proceeds ben-
efit the CDHR horses.

Tickets are limited and are $85 per person.
For tickets, go to tinyurl.com/mrhjjw6d. Tick-

ets must be purchased by March 6 - if they don’t
sell out first. The event is snow or shine. Contact
the organizer to request a refund.

The CDHR is a nonprofit organization (lo-
cated in East Hampton) dedicated to saving the
lives of neglected or abused draft horses as well
as draft horses heading to slaughter. For more
information visit www.ctdraftrescue.org, www.
facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, or send an email
to ctdraftrescue@aol.com.

Library Planning for the Future

East Hampton Public Library is planning for
the future by developing a new Strategic Plan
and is looking for input from the community to
help guide services in the coming years.

The library will host three different Commu-
nity Conversations next month in order to gain
a better understanding of people’s aspirations
for East Hampton and what role the library can
play in achieving those goals.

Community Conversations will be held Sat-
urday, March 2, from 10:30 a.m.-noon; Friday,

March 15, from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; and Tues-
day, March 26, from 6:30-8 p.m. No registration
is required and all are welcome to attend. Light
refreshments will be served.

The library said it also hopes to conduct
a community-wide survey during March to
gather ideas and information, which would be
available digitally on the library’s website (www.
EastHamptonPublicLibrary.org) or as a paper
version at the library.

Kenneth Barber, Esq.

John H. Porter, Esq.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

East Hampton Community Cares Joseph Cassidy; Esq.

To join as a volunteer or to receive
free services (if disabled or 70 or
older), please use this link

www.URCommunityCares.org

or your QR Code reader to link
directly to the site.

“Worry is like sand
in an oyster: a little
produces a pearl,
too much kills.”

Barber-Law-Firm.com
P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

If you don’t have computer
access, and would like
more information, call

860-430-4557

— Marcelene Cox

SCAN ME
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By London Brazal

The Town Council, Board of Finance and
Board of Education met last week to discuss the
goals and expectations of the 2025 fiscal year
budget.

On Thursday, Feb. 22, the three boards met
for their second tri-board meeting since the
elections last November. As one of the first bud-
get workshops, most comments were directed at
setting the groundwork for what must be done
in the coming weeks.

Town Manager David Cox explained that two
main areas — public safety and capital improve-
ments — act as drivers for the change in cost
regarding the general town budget. For several
years, Police Chief Dennis Woessner has talked
about adding a new police offer to the depart-
ment. Last year, the additional officer was draft-
ed into the budget but ultimately cut. This year,
the request appears again. The fire department
is looking to change the volunteer stipend and
increase the number of volunteers. The ambu-
lance is also showing an increase related to the
volunteer stipend and support for their opera-
tions.

The other main drive was the transfer to the
capital improvement fund of nearly one million
dollars. The largest item slated has to deal with
road maintenance. The goal of the public works
department is to fix deteriorating roads which
are rated at 68%. The desired goal is to get them

Boards Set Goals for Budget

to a standard where they are more manageable
in the future. Other increases regard upgrades
and the rising costs of technology, vehicles and
equipment.

Overall, there is an estimated increase of
$1.55 million for the town budget.

Following Cox’s presentation, Superinten-
dent of Schools Paul Smith called attention to
the state and how they have made it “extremely
difficult” for towns to fund their schools. Smith
referenced his first education budget nine years
ago and he stated that state funding covered
about $7.5 million. The Education Cost Share
(ECS) grant from the state represented 26% of
the East Hampton budget.

Since his first budget for the 2017 fiscal year,
the ECS grant has been lowered each year. The
grant is only slated to cover 18% of the budget
for 2025 with about $7 million. Besides the de-
crease in support, the state has increased man-
dates such as new indoor air quality and HVAC
requirements for public schools.

If the state were to continue to fund ECS at
a consistent rate without any increases at 26%,
the town of East Hampton would receive an ad-
ditional $2.2 million, covering the increase re-
quested for the upcoming fiscal year.

A paper titled, The Impact of State Funding
Reductions on the East Hampton Budget, avail-
able at the meeting, noted the change in certi-

Helping Hands is reopening on the first
and third Saturdays of each month, begin-
ning March 2. Helping Hands is a ministry
of Cornerstone Bible Church and offers free
clothing, household items, toys, books, etc.,
to anyone in need.

Donations to this ministry are accepted

Helping Hands Reopens Saturday

on the Saturday Helping Hands is open from
9-11 a.m., and on the Thursday before Help-
ing Hands is open, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Help-
ing Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.

For more information, contact Judy Hol-
mquist at 860-918-0784 or judyhlm49@ya-
hoo.com.

Congregational Church News & Notes

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org.

Church school classes meet every Sunday.

The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30
a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters

Dick’s Barber Shop

Open Wed & Fri 12-5pm
89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE6-9-23

Wood Pellets

&

Bio Bricks
NOW IN STOCK!

Ready for

Pick-Up or Delivery
CALL TODAY!

East Hampton

A‘CE Hardware

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;
Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Portland Home

& Hardware
724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland
(860) 342-4847

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;
Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m.
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Sunday services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St., are
held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study precedes the
services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. Church
pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan.

PIANO
TUNER

Tuning,
+ Repairs &
Cleaning

CIT10-22-20

Contact
TED WILLIAMS
Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309

www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

fied staffing from 2016 to the anticipated 2025.
During the nine years, regular education teach-
ers have been reduced and special education
teachers have been increased by necessity. One
of the uncertain parts of the budget surrounds
special education. If the district has to outplace
students, the needed budget increases.

The initial budget request from the superin-
tendent is about $38 million, a 6.21% increase
from current year spending.

After the two presentations, members of the
three boards discussed the importance of going
directly to the state for help because they did not
want to put a bigger burden on the taxpayers.
Town Council member Rich Knotek thought
it would be beneficial to bring state represen-
tatives to a future meeting and show them the
problems in the budget. Councilor Deb Cun-
ningham agreed that the state reps need to en-
gage with local boards because small towns like
East Hampton will not be able to afford man-
dates going forward if the state does not help.

Board of Finance chairperson Bridget
McLennan suggests teaming up with surround-
ing areas such as Colchester and Marlborough
to draft a letter to the state. “We can’t win this
battle on our own,” McLennan stated. Town
Council Chair Dean Markham expressed that
the boards should send a letter to the governor,

Winter Harvest
Farmers Market

There will be a Winter Harvest Farmers Mar-
ket every Wednesday through March 27, from
5-8 p.m. each week, at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201
West High St.

There will be fresh local produce, dairy, eggs,
and baked goods, all from a consistent lineup of
local farmers and artisans. Check out the mar-
ket’s Facebook and Instagram pages (@Winter-
HarvestMarket) for more information.

KoC Scholarship

and Grant

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 has
three $1,000 scholarships available to students
continuing their education at an accredited col-
lege/university.

Applicants must be members of St. John Paul
II Parish, East Hampton and Moodus.

The council will also award two $500 Help-
ing Hands grants to members of St. John Paul II
Parish attending Mercy or Xavier high schools.

Applications are available at guidance offices
and the parish center office, or by emailing st-
patrick47@sbcglobal.net. Applications are due
April 29.

Police News

2/24: Amanda Burns, 32, of 82 Tartia Rd., was
arrested and charged with driving under the in-
fluence, failure to carry an operator’s license,
interfering with an officer/resisting arrest and
assault on a public safety official, East Hampton
Police said.

2/26: Heather Gdovin, 53, of 40 Daniel St.,
was taken into custody pursuant to an active
warrant for her arrest and charged with second-
degree failure to appear, police said.

Also, from Feb. 19-25, officers responded to
19 medical calls, one motor vehicle crash and
five alarms, and made 27 traffic stops, police
said.

Dean’s List
Kayli Levenduski of East Hampton made the
fall 2023 Dean’s List at Southern Connecticut
State University.
Levenduski is a 2023 graduate of East Hamp-
ton High School, and is currently enrolled in the
nursing program at SCSU.

o LR B
Oty ! A
[¢ iku AUTO|

BRCY [T

= 9‘%6 2
CALL :860-267-7140

Refurbished Batteries
All Makes & Models
6 Month Warranty

Fowler's Auto Wrecking
- Belltown Recycling

ECKING

$45.00 - $55.00
$15.00 Core Charge

RE8-14-20

state board of education and legislative leaders.
“We are Democrats, we're Republicans but we're
standing together for the best interest of the
town of East Hampton and especially the tax-
payers,” said Markham.

Councilor Karen Wanat said that the Board
of Education is, essentially, not making large in-
creases. “There’s been some small increases here
and there,” explained Wanat. “We are stuck in a
place where we're funding what we already give
them; we're not giving them more.”

Echoing that point, Board of Education vice
chair Augie Arndt said the board is not doing
more for the kids, only maintaining what is
provided now. “It’s two years in a row that the
Board of Education budget is last year’s budget,
this year’s prices,” stated Arndt.

By the end of the meeting, different mem-
bers emphasized the need for residents to get
involved with the budget process. The next lis-
tening session will be held in the library com-
munity room from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, March 5.
Weather pending, another session will start at 9
a.m. on Saturday, March 16 on the Air Line Trail
near Cranberry Bog and 87 Main St. The Board
of Finance public hearing and budget presenta-
tions will be at Town Hall on Monday, March
18, starting at 6:30 p.m.

Lions Offer Scholarships

The East Hampton Lions Club is offering stu-
dents graduating in their senior year an oppor-
tunity to apply for its four annual scholarships.
The scholarships are the Governor William
O’Neill Memorial, the Joseph Becker, the Lions
Club, and the Nelson Gustine Service Award.

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic
schools, or are home-schooled. Applications
are available at the East Hampton High School
guidance office.

The due date for return of applications is
April 30.

Spring Athletics 2024

Students who are interested in trying out for
either the baseball or softball teams can register
online through FamilyID.com. Athletes must
have a physical conducted within the last 13
months before trying out.

Deadline for online registrations is Monday,
March 4. For more information, contact AD
Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Spring Soccer Registration
Registration for the East Hampton Soccer
Club’s spring season, for both the Recreational
and Travel leagues, ends Sunday, March 3. Visit
tinyurl.com/sxzyf5fn to register.

Recreational Program offerings are: Pre-K
(ages 3-5), Kindergarten, Juniors (grades one
and two), Seniors (grades three-five).

The Travel Programs are U8 (Birth Year 2016)
and up.

Volunteers are needed for Travel and Rec
League teams. Contact the club if interested.

What is Early Voting?

An informational session to explain what
early voting is and how it will impact East
Hampton voters will be held at East Hamp-
ton Town Hall Thursday, March 7, at 6:30
p.m., in the Town Council Chamber Room.

Contact the East Hampton registrar of
voters for more information at registrar@
easthamptonct.gov.

Dean’s List

Evan Selger of East Hampton made the fall
2023 Dean’s List at Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology in Rochester, N.Y.

Selger is in the electrical engineering technol-

ogy program.

EHNS Trivia Night

East Hampton Nursery School will hold a
Trivia Night Friday, March 8, at 6:30 p.m., at
Rule of 3 Brewing, 201 W. High St., Unit B1.

In addition to trivia by WhatTrivia, there will
be a 50/50 raffle, raffle baskets, and the Feelin’
Saucy food truck.

Tickets are $20 per person. Register teams of
two to four people, and find out more informa-
tion, at www.eventcreate.com/e/ehnstrivian-
ight. Questions can be emailed to ehnsfundrais-
ers@gmail.com.
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By London Brazal

Students at East Hampton Middle School
gear up to enchant audiences with a captivating
production next weekend.

Starting rehearsals in January, the Award-
winning animated film and stage play Beauty
and the Beast Jr., comes to life in a romantic and
beloved take on the classic fairy tale.

Inspired by the original Broadway produc-
tion, which ran for 13 years and earned nine
Tony Award nominations - and was in turn
based on the hit 1991 film - Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast Jr. presents a marvelous adaptation of
the tale of transformation and tolerance. The
timeless tale follows Belle, a young woman in a
provincial town, and the Beast, a young prince
trapped by an enchantress’s spell.

The Beast holds the key to breaking the
curse—if he can discover the true meaning
of love and find it in return, the enchantment
will be lifted, and he will regain his former self.
However, time is of the essence, as a looming
deadline threatens eternal doom for the Beast
and his household if he fails to learn the crucial
lesson in time.

For a couple of years, East Hampton’s middle
school and high school drama clubs combined
for the spring musical including High School
Musical in 2019 and Grease in 2022. Last year,
though, the middle school was looking to bring
back the solo program, and Principal Christina
Amaral asked what staff would be interested in
running it.

Kate Werme, a paraprofessional at the school,
volunteered to take on the director role. Grow-
ing up, she was always in chorus and has done
musical theater, so it was not a difficult decision
to help out. Her husband was the president of
the local theater group Podium Players, and she
felt more than comfortable with a list of connec-
tions to aid with costumes and set building.

Raelynn Rahusen, one of the music teach-
ers at the middle school, also offered to run the
play. Only joining the district last fall, Rahusen
was eager to be on board as she helped with mu-
sicals at her previous job. As the musical direc-
tor, she enjoys working with the students and
having them act out the song they are perform-
ing. However, one challenge is that the students’
voices will change from auditions to showtime.

“It’s challenging, especially for the leads who
sing solos. Their voices may fluctuate between
different octaves in a short matter of time,” ex-
plained Rahusen. She is proud of the students
for learning the extravagant choreography and
bigger musical numbers. “Disney is its own type
of thing; it's more theatrical. It’s a great story”

Werme is happy with the opportunity for the
students to showcase their talents. For some stu-
dents, this is their first production. “It’s a learn-
ing process to be in lead positions. But, when
they get to the high school, they have a little
more experience under their belts,” explained
Werme. She went on to say that many students
are learning more about themselves during
middle school, and the play is an opportunity
for them to put on a different hat by performing
an unfamiliar role.

Werme is also happy with the student’s com-
mitment to the show and seeing where they
start versus what they accomplish. With many
difficult casting choices, the directors decided
to double-cast the female main character, Belle
- played by eighth-graders Leah Murphy and
Taylor Dudek.

Murphy was most excited about the detailed
costumes and props. “They all fit the characters
well,” said Murphy, “Belle’s dresses are so pretty”
Murphy’s first show was Grease in 2022, but she
always had a love for singing.

One of her favorite aspects of the show is the
community feel and working together with fel-

Sierra Club Presentation on Energy Cost Savings

On Tuesday, March 5, the East Hampton
Clean Energy Task Force is hosting a presenta-
tion and conversation by The Sierra Club about
Inflation Reduction Act’s effect on energy costs.
The event is free and open to all area residents.

The program will run from 6-7:30 p.m. at
Town Hall, Police Training Room, 1 Commu-
nity Drive. The program will also be accessible
via Zoom; go to tinyurl.com/3rx3jbuc to access.

The presenter is Steve Lewis, a proponent of
green energy solutions, as well as chair of the
Greater Hartford Sierra Club and a member of

the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club’s
Legislative Committee.

The presentation will walk people through
zero-emission technologies and his personal
experiences with energy efficiency, solar panels,
heat pumps, electric vehicles and more. People
will learn about the rebates available through
the Inflation Reduction Act. They will also learn
about proposed legislation for the 2024 Con-
necticut General Assembly session that will in-
crease adoption of solar energy, heat pumps and
energy efficiency solutions in Connecticut.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Masks are encouraged, but not required. Visit
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a
$3 donation is requested.

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thursdays,
1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Mexi-
can Train Dominoes: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Bingo:
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via Zoom;
Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shannon:
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. -- Bring projects to share and
work on together; Yoga with Kitch: Wednes-
days at 1 p.m. -- next session runs March 6-May
15, and cost is $20; Tai Chi: Thursdays, 10:30-11
a.m. -- next session runs March 7-May 9; Tap
Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 a.m. Cribbage: Fri-
days, 9:30-11 a.m. - let the center know in ad-
vance if you plan to attend; Mahjong: Fridays,
10 a.m.-noon - call also to put your name on a
list if interested in learning how to play; Textile
Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m.

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts:
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday,
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Groups meet in-person;
registration required.

Wonderfully Wicked Womens Group
(WWW): First and third Mondays of each
month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to meet
others and share resources.

Meditation and Reflection Session: Wednes-

day, March 6, 10:45 a.m. Practice meditation
techniques and then reflect upon the technique.

Pictionary: Friday, March 8, 10 a.m. Test
your skills at communicating through drawing.

Lunch and Conversation with the East
Hampton High School Interact Club: Friday,
March 8, 11:30 a.m. Bring your own lunch and
enjoy some time with East Hampton students,
discussing various topics.

Movie Day: Friday, March 8, 1 p.m. Barbie
(rated PG-13), starring Margot Robbie and Ryan
Gosling, will be shown.

Aging Gracefully at Home: Tuesday, March
12, 10 a.m. All are invited for a discussion on
health and wellness topics pertinent to seniors.
Call the senior center for more information.

Line Dancing by Video: Tuesday, March 5,
10 a.m. Get moving with this interactive class.

Calling All Senior Center Volunteers: Save
the date for a Special Volunteer Appreciation
Celebration on Wednesday, April 10, from 1-3
p-m. All volunteers from the community are
welcome to attend.

Trip: Drive Yourself to Lunch for Seniors at
Cheney Technical High School, Manchester:
Wednesday, March 7. Leave at 10:30 a.m. for an
11:30 a.m. lunch prepared by the school’s culi-
nary students. Drive yourself to the school; cost
is $11.

Shopping at Trader Joe’s Glastonbury:
Monday, March 4, 11 a.m. There will be lunch
on your own at the Hartford Baking Company.
Cost is a $4 donation for transportation.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of
the groceries. You can write out a check for the
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton.
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your
door and pick up the check in a prearranged
designated spot.

Young Talent Comes to Stage Next Weekend

The East Hampton Middle School invites commumty members to a timeless and

magical production of Beauty and the Beast Jr. With a cast and crew of almost 55
students, the show has guaranteed laughs and will have the audience humming along.

low students. “It makes the movie come togeth-
er and helps with our confidence,” she said.

Grady Johnson, who is also in eighth grade,
plays the pompous and dim-witted Gaston, who
will do whatever it takes to win Belle’s hand. He
described the show as “fun, inclusive and hard
work” One of the challenges for Johnson is to
act cocky and arrogant, something he is not
used to in real life. He said audiences will like
the movement and action of the show, even if
the story may be familiar to many.

Dash Palmer, a seventh-grader, is playing the

Beast. He also described some acting challenges
saying it’s easier for him to act assertive rather
than softer and gentle in some portions of the
play. Palmer said he has an interesting look
dressed up as the beast but is ultimately excited
to put the show all together.

Performances will be at the East Hampton
Middle School and tickets are available at the
door for $10, cash or check. The shows are on
Friday, March 8, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, March 9,
at 2 and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, March 10, at 2 p.m.

An open house retirement party for East
Hampton Senior Center Director JoAnn Ew-
ing will be held Saturday, March 9, from noon-
4 p.m. at the East Hampton High School caf-
eteria, 15 North Maple St.

All are invited to come share memories and
celebrate the service of Ewing, who has served
as the East Hampton as the senior center di-

Retirement Party for Ewing

rector for 24 years. There will be entertaiment
and food and beverages donated by local busi-
nesses and restaurants. Testimonials and en-
tertainment for Ewing will begin at 1 p.m.

Transportation for East Hampton senior
citizens is available by calling Ria at 203-517-
7940.

Belltown Motors

Tire & Service Center

Call now to
book your

Oil Change &
Tire Rotation

for $10 OFF

Mention code “SPRING”

Call today to schedule
your appointment:

860-267-7222

‘regular or synthetic oil;
see store for details.
Offer ends 3/31/24.

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com
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EHNS Open House

East Hampton Nursery School will hold an
open house for prospective families on Satur-
day, March 9, from 9 a.m.-noon, for the 2024-
25 school year. EHNS is located at 111 Main St.

All are invited to see the school, talk to cur-
rent families, teachers and board members,
and learn about the programs offered. The 3’s
programs meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from

either 9-11:30 a.m. or 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The 4’s pro-
grams meet either three days a week - Monday,
Wednesday and Friday - from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., or
five days a week from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Visit www.easthamptonnurseryschool.com for
more information or email e.h.n.s.enrollment@
gmail.com.

Kindergarten Registration

Memorial Elementary School in East Hamp-
ton is accepting applications for all children eli-
gible to enter kindergarten in September.

Any child who is five years old on or before
Sept. 1, 2024, is eligible to register for Memo-
rial’s kindergarten program. If your child will
not be 5 by this date but will be 5 by Jan. 1, 2025,
and you would like them to attend kindergarten
in the 2024-25 school year, you must submit a
request for early entry.

Registration packets are available in the Me-
morial School lobby, at East Hampton Public
Library, and at www.easthamptonps.org. Com-
pleted registration forms are due to the Memo-
rial School office by Thursday, March 28, along
with a full-size copy of the child’s birth certifi-
cate and proof of residency in East Hampton.

In addition, a current health assessment form
must be on file with the school nurse’s office by

Friday, Aug. 9. Students may not begin kinder-
garten until vaccination records have been sub-
mitted.

Once all completed registration paperwork
is returned to Memorial, you will be contacted
to schedule a screening appointment for your
child.

Screening appointments will be held Monday,
May 13; Wednesday, May 15; and Friday, May
17. Appointments will be scheduled for half-
hour time blocks between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. If
you have requested early entry to kindergarten
for your 4-year-old, you will be also scheduled
for an additional assessment on Monday, May
20, or Friday, May 24.

Contact the Memorial School office at 860-
365-4020 if you have questions regarding the
registration process.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev.
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are in
session. The Rev. Joanne Neel-Richard and Emi-
ly Vick lead the group, which meets at 9:55. New
students welcome. Contact neelrichard16@

gmail.com for information/dates, as classes are
sometimes rescheduled.

Easter Bake Sale: All are asked to participate
by donating baked good, jams, and jellies for the
March 30 Bake Sale in the Parish Hall.

Lenten Series: End of Life Planning as Spir-
itual Practice: This series is hosted on Zoom
each Saturday during Lent from 9:30-10:45
a.m. Christ Church Middle Haddam and St.
Stephen’s East Haddam will combine for this ac-
tivity. Those interested should contact Rogers at
revdianamrogers@gmail.com to register.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

Fabric, Yarn Donations Sought

Haddam Neck Congregational Church is
accepting donations of fabric and yarn for the
upcoming Bits & Pieces sale planned during
the churchs annual Quilt Show coming up in
April. For information on drop-oft or pick-up of
items, contact Darci at 860-301-4994 or Melissa
at 860-993-5311 or mapionzio@comcast.net

The church’s annual Quilt Show and Bits &
Pieces sale on Saturday, April 13, from 10 a.m.-5
p.m., and Sunday, April 14, from noon-5 p.m.

The event features dozens of handcrafted vin-
tage and new quilts, a tea room where bever-
ages, soups and pie can be purchased, and the
Bits & Pieces sale of fabric, yarn and notions.
Admission to the event is $8.

To submit quilts for the show, contact Dianne
McHutchison at diannemchutchison@icloud.
com, Lisa Malloy at elizabethhartmalloy@
gmail.com or Melissa Pionzio at mapionzio@
comcast.net or 860-993-5311.

Bar Association to Award Scholarships

Attorney Richard E Paladino, Chair of the
Middlesex County Bar Association Scholarship
Committee, has announced that the Middlesex
County Bar Association will, once again, award
a total of $3,000 in funding for two scholarships
of $1,500 each.

The association’s president, attorney AnnMa-
rie Rocco, has continued this scholarship pro-
gram and the expansion of eligibility this year
to include both seniors attending Middlesex
County high schools and all high school seniors

residing within Middlesex County but attend-
ing schools elsewhere.

Middlesex County includes the Rivereast
towns of Portland and East Hampton.

The award recipients will be honored at the
association’s Law Day luncheon on May 3.

Applications can be obtained from Paladino
and any questions can be answered by con-
tacting him at rfpgwpsherwood@aol.com. The
deadline to receive applications is April 5.

Local Schools Offer Preschool Programs

The East Hampton Public Schools system is
seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested in
preschool programs for the 2024-25 school year.
There will be two preschool programs offered —
the Integrated preschool half-day program and
full-day Smart Start program.

Memorial Elementary School’s preschool
Integration Program will be held three times
a week for 3-year-old students and four times
a week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited
spaces, selection for peer models will be deter-
mined through a lottery process. If selected,
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate
skills will be assigned by age to either a three-
day-a-week or four-day-a-week schedule (2.5
hours per day). Children must be toilet-trained
and turn 3 prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible for the
3-year-old program and turn 4 by Sept. 1 for the
4-year-old program.

Memorial Elementary School’s Smart Start
Program will be held five full days per week
(8:50 a.m.-2:50 p.m.), following the East Hamp-

ton Public Schools calendar. Priority will be
given to 4-year-old children that meet income
guidelines or have other factors for consider-
ation. Other applicants, regardless of economic
or risk factors will then be selected. Children
must turn 4 prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible for
Smart Start.

Parents interested in proceeding through the
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elemen-
tary School or East Hampton Public Library.
The completed parent interview form, immu-
nization form and a proof of residency must
be returned to Jodi Blyler at Memorial School
office no later than March 15. Once all three
forms are returned, parents will be contacted,
no later than March 22, to schedule a time to
bring their child for the screening and lottery/
selection process.

Forms received after the March 15 date will
not be accepted.
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Scholarship Applications Available

The executive board of the Middlesex Hospi-
tal Vocal Chords is accepting applications for its
annual scholarships to be awarded to students
from Middlesex County graduating seniors
pursuing a career in nursing or music. Appli-
cants must have been accepted at an accredited
college or university.

The Review Committee will consider aca-
demic records, extracurricular and community

service activities, the student’s ability to articu-
late his/her career goals and the recommenda-
tions of references.

The $1,500 scholarships will be paid directly
to the recipients at the spring concert at Port-
land High School, Saturday, May 4, at 7 p.m.
Applications are available at vocalchords20.org,
or at your school guidance office. Applications
must be submitted by March 15.

Residents Names Ryken Scholars

Xavier High School has announced that
Portland residents Finn O’Shea, from The In-
dependent Day School, and Miles Matterifs,
from Portland Middle School, have been named
Ryken Scholars.

Finn and Miles are part of a group of stu-
dents who scored in the 95-99th percentile on
The Xavier High School entrance exam, taken
in November. The Ryken program is named in
honor of the founder of the Xaverian Brothers,

Theodore James Ryken.

In addition, Ryken Scholars have been grant-
ed admission to the Brother James Kelly Hon-
ors Program at Xavier High School. These stu-
dents will take Honors classes in Physics, Civics,
English, Math, and a language of their choice
(French, Spanish, or Latin).

All students in the Honors Program are in-
vited to attend a dinner honoring their accom-
plishments.

St. Mary Church News

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located
at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8

KoC Family Dinner

The Portland Knights of Columbus Free-
stone Council 7 will hold its annual Fam-
ily Dinner Saturday, March 2, for Brother
Knights, their families, and guests. There is
no charge for this event. The dinner will be
held at 6 p.m. (doors open after 5 p.m. Mass)
in the Saint Mary Church Hall.

RSVP toKen Woodward atkw.ccsolutions@
gmail.com.

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.

Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call
Antonelle for an appointment.

Other Programs: For information on faith
formation programs, baptisms, blessings of
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office.

Bereavement Support Group: The group
meets every second Monday of the month at
6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome to
attend. For more information, call Susan Bon-
giorno at 860-685-1966.

Belltown Senior
Golf League

Belltown Senior Golf League will begin its
Tuesday morning Senior Mixed Golf League
Tuesday mornings on April 23, at Portland Golf
Course West, 105 Gospel Lane, Portland.

The nine-hole league is for ages 55 and up.

Cost is $28 with cart. For more information,
contact Jack Anderson at jackande52@aol.com
or 860-882-3752.

The Portland Lions Club is now accepting
scholarship applications for Portland resident
students enrolling in post high school certifi-
cate or degree program that serves the public
in some manner.

Applications will be accepted from stu-
dents of all academic levels as well as learn-
ing challenges. Portland students can obtain
an application form from the Portland High

Lions Club Scholarship Applications

School guidance office or by emailing Port-
landctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by April
15 for consideration.

The Portland Lions Club meets the second
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m., at the
Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave. This
month’s meeting will be March 13. Visitors
are welcome.

Portland Exchange Offering Scholarship

Again this year, the Portland Exchange Club
will offer the $1,000 John W. Goodrich Scholar-
ship to any Portland resident senior going on to
a higher education institution after graduation.

For the scholarship, the club is looking for the
student to provide the committee with a short
essay describing their community service and
its impact on how the community benefited.

Other secondary factors considered are good
academic achievement and participation in ex-
tracurricular activities.

The application for the scholarship is avail-
able at the Portland High School Counseling
Center and online at www.portlandexchange.
org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. Deadline for
applications is April 15.

Trinity Episcopal Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds
Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church
School.

On Fridays, the church is open for prayer and
meditation, and for Anglican Prayer beading,
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. All are welcome; no
prior beading experience is required.

For more information, the church’s calendar
of events, to donate, or to listen to past sermons

Kindergarten Registration

Valley View School is holding Kindergarten
Registration for the 2024-25 school year.

Parents/guardians whose children will be 5
years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2024, should
contact Valley View School at pgross@port-
landct.us to indicate if you will be registering
your child for kindergarten. Please provide your
child’s full name, date of birth, phone number
and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten
registration will be provided once you contact
the school.

at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have
prayer requests, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

Second-Hand Prose
Bookshop at Library

The Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Port-
land Library is open during normal library
hours.

There are fiction, romance, teen, and chil-
dren’s used books as well as DVDs available
during regular library hours. Books are 50 cents
for paperbacks and children’s books, $1 for
trade paperbacks and $2 for hardcover. DVDs
are 50 cents each disc unless marked otherwise.

There are also large print mystery and general
fiction books that have been removed from the
library collection for 50 cents, as well as TV se-
ries on DVD for 50 cents each disc.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.
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By London Brazal

To celebrate Black History Month, the Com-
mittee on Solidarity, Portland Historical Society
and Portland Public Library co-sponsored the
“Gallery of Portland” program, honoring local
Black community members who have shaped
the town’s history.

On Saturday, Feb. 24, Robert McDougall,
trustee and museum director for the Portland
Historical Society, served as the panel’s modera-
tor with over 60 people in attendance. The four
panelists included Barbara Shaw, David Roane,
Patricia Hall Jemison and the Rev. Laurence
Woods.

The panelists shared their memories and sto-
ries of growing up and living in Portland, as well
as their experiences during the redevelopment
of properties under the Arrigoni Bridge. Naji
Chester-Payne, Portland’s poet laureate, per-
formed a poem as well.

Shaw, a native of Portland, graduated from
Portland High School in the class of 1969. She
fondly recalls her upbringing and cited her
mother, Eugenie, who instilled in her the value
of helping and caring for those in need. “Port-
land will always be home to me,” she reflected.

Roane enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps in 1960 after graduating from Vinal Re-
gional Technical School, serving until 1964.
During his first month in the Corps, he discov-
ered that his birth name was David Roane. Af-
ter a brief discussion with his mother, Eugenie,
they mutually agreed that he would keep his
birth name.

Both Shaw and Roane talked about their
mother, Eugenie Shaw who lived to be 100 years
old and received numerous awards and cita-
tions in her lifetime including the John Freeland

Community Leadership Award and an award
from CAGM (Community Action for Greater
Middletown) staff, for dedicated service to the
war on poverty.

Woods is the Senior Pastor of the Church
of God’s Grace in Middletown. He spent most
of his childhood in Portland before relocating
to Middletown. He graduated from Woodrow
Wilson High School in 1969, where he excelled
as a running back in football, earning numer-
ous awards for his outstanding performances.
He talked about life in “the Bottom,” as it was
called by residents who lived under the bridge.

“When Black families came to Portland, there
were I think, one or two locations that we could
only live in. We were directed to the worst part
of town, under the bridge,” Woods described.
He said he wondered why his family was rel-
egated to this area — but he was happy. “I didn’t
know I was poor. I was happy”

Woods was happy about the community and
how they could come together to take care of
each other. He described their love for one an-
other and how they would protect each other.
“That gave us our foundation”

Jemison held various positions in Portland,
working at Standard Knapp in personnel &
payroll, coaching cheerleading for the Portland
Dukes and at Tommy’s Pizza during her col-
lege breaks. She contributed significantly to the
community, establishing Tykia Modern Dance
for Portland High School and serving as Com-
munity Liaison for Chatham Court.

True Vine Holiness Church was in the center
of the Under the Bridge community. Jemison
reflected on how all the kids in the neighbor-
hood would attend. “I don’t remember anything
except for showing up, being loved and know-

Engagement Announced... Ray and Rita Phillips of Portland have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Alyssa Marie, to Joseph Decker, son of Ray Decker
of Torrington and Jane McCarthy of Southington. The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Eastern Connecticut State University and is employed as a retirement advisor at Voya
Financial. The future groom is a graduate of the University of Connecticut and is
employed as a quality associate manager at Sikorsky Aircraft. The wedding will take
place in August at Saint Clements Castle and Marina in Portland.
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RivereastNewsBulletin

Celebrating Locals for Black H1story Month

A panel gathered at Brownstone Intermediate School to talk about what it was like
to grow up in Portland. Pictured from the left are Barbara Shaw, David Roane, the
Rev. Laurence Woods, Patricia Hall Jemison and facilitator Robert McDougall.

ing how to give it back when it was my turn,
she said.

“We took over our community,” Jemison ex-
plained. “Black history started from the day I
was born in my household”

“I'm grateful for Portland; I love Portland,” he
said. “It made me who I am today”

* % %

Liz Habino, chairperson for the Commit-
tee on Solidarity, said the panel was “really a
wonderful event” Others described the event as
“very moving” and “compelling, emotional and
educational”

Created by the Board of Selectmen by resolu-
tion on June 3, 2020, the Portland Committee
on Solidarity was charged with establishing a
program that would be committed to learning

and expanding the understanding of racial eq-
uity in the community. The Portland Historical
Society Inc. of Portland Connecticut strives to
collect, preserve and share material and infor-
mation related to the history of the area.

Hibino said the organizations are planning to
have a follow-up panel to address and questions
that weren't answered due to time constraints.
The Committee on Solidarity, Portland Library
and the Historical Society are making plans to
create an oral history podcast series so that they
can continue to interview residents of Portalnd’s
historic Black community and share those in-
terviews with the community.

To watch the full panel, videos are available
on YouTube @PortlandHistSoc.

It's March
Madness
Here at
Portland
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Attorney Richard F. Paladino, Chair of the
Middlesex County Bar Association Schol-
arship Committee, has announced that the
Middlesex County Bar Association will, once
again, award a total of $3,000 in funding for
two scholarships of $1,500 each.

The association’s president, attorney An-
nMarie Rocco, has continued this scholar-
ship program and the expansion of eligibility
this year to include both seniors attending
Middlesex County high schools and all high

Bar Association to Award Scholarships

school seniors residing within Middlesex
County but attending schools elsewhere.

Middlesex County includes the Rivereast
towns of Portland and East Hampton.

The award recipients will be honored at the
association’s Law Day luncheon on May 3.

Applications can be obtained from Pala-
dino and any questions can be answered by
contacting him at rfpgwpsherwood@aol.
com. The deadline to receive applications is
April 5.

Zion Lutheran Church News

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at
9 am. A recording of the service is posted to
YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School for children ages 3 to 16 meets
the first and third Sunday of each month at
10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study is continuing its
discussion of The Chosen video series and meets
the second and fourth Sunday of each month at
10:15 a.m.

On Wednesdays during Lent, Zion will once
again participate in a Soup and Substance
program together with Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in East Hampton. Participants will meet
together at 6 p.m. for a simple meal and discus-

sion, alternating between the two churches.
Remaining dates are: March 6 at Bethlehem;
March 13 at Zion; March 20 at Bethlehem.

Also throughout Lent, Zion will collect items
on Sundays for Portland Food Bank. Items to be
collected include: March 3, paper goods - toi-
let paper, paper towels, tissues, napkins; March
10, toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, den-
tal floss; March 17, deodorant, feminine prod-
ucts; March 24, shaving cream, hand lotion, and
body lotion. Any items are welcome at any time.

All are welcome to all worship services and
special events. For more information or if in
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860,
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

First Congregational Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland,
located at 554 Main St., is an open and affirming
congregation of the United Church of Christ.
All are welcome to participate in the worship
services and activities of the church. The church
is handicapped accessible and also offers You
Tube services for those unable to attend in per-
son. The church office is open three mornings a
week, and may be reached at 860-342-3244.

Worship Services: Held each Sunday at 10:00
a.m. The March 3 worship service will be led by
the Intentional Interim Minister the Rev. Dr.
Barry McCarthy. Communion will be offered
and all are welcome to partake.

Children’s Activities: Church School and
Infant/Toddler Care are available each Sunday.
School aged children begin in the worship ser-
vice in the sanctuary with their families and will
be brought downstairs for church school after
the Children’s Message. Infants/toddlers may
be dropped off in Fellowship Hall before the
service or at any point during the service. The
Faith Formation program is under the direction
of Mary Clark.

Youth Program: Teens in grades 7-11 are
invited to attend the Youth Group Sunday,
March 3, from 4:30-6 p.m., in the “Teen Hang
Out Room” in the upstairs classroom of First
Church. All teens are welcome, whether from
First Church, any church, or no church.

Adult Choir: All are welcome to join the
choir, which sings at Sunday worship services.
Choir practice is held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Women’s Fel-
lowship of the church sponsors a Prayer Shawl
Ministry. All knitters are invited to be part of
the knitting group that makes the shawls on
Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

Twelve Step Groups: Alanon meets at the
church on Sundays at 7 p.m. Living Clean meets
at the church on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Community Outreach and Service: The
church collects non-perishable food for Port-
land Food Bank and Amazing Grace Food Pan-
try at each Sunday’s worship service. The church
sponsors meals for Streetfire Ministries and St.
Vincent De Paul in Middletown. The next op-
portunity to assist with this ministry is on
March 14, when the Mission Board will spon-
sor a beef stew meal for Streetfire Ministries in
Middletown.

Lenten Soup Supper and Speaker Evenings:
Wednesdays, March 13 and 20. The soup sup-
per begins at 6 p.m., with the speaker portion
to follow immediately after. The evening will
end around 8 p.m. Those volunteering to speak
are church members who will talk briefly on the
role that faith has played in their lives. Their
presentation will be followed by a brief discus-
sion. All are welcome to attend and participate.

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday,
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from September to June. Contact
Amy Jahnke at 860-342-1111 or Istchurchnurs-
eryschool@gmail.com for more information.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-
ety of programs for adults and children. For a
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is
required unless noted.

Paint Night: Kusama Yayoi Still Life:
Wednesday, March 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the
Buck-Foreman Community Center. Class fee is
$25, which includes all supplies.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic: Mondays, April
22-May 20, 6-7 p.m., at Portland West Golf
Course.

Junior Golf Workshop (Grades K-8): Sat-
urdays, April 20-May 11, at Portland West Golf
Course. The K-2 class is from 12:30-1:30 p.m.;
the grades 3-5 class is from 1:45-2:45 p.m.; and
the grades 6-8 class is from 3-4 p.m.

Kids’ Blast: Morning (7-8:15 a.m.) and af-
ternoon (3-6 p.m.) child care is available, for
students enrolled in grades K-6 in the Portland
Public School system. Call Parks and Rec. for
prices and more information.

Self-Defense for Women: Sunday, March, 31,
6-8 p.m., at The Inner Circle.

Skyhawks - Multi-Sport (Age 2-5): Saturday
mornings, April 13-May 11, at Riverfront Park.
This soccer, baseball and basketball class uses
age-appropriate games and activities. Parent

participation required for ages 2-3.5 years.

Connecticut Certificate of Personal Water-
craft Operation (CPWO): Monday, April 1,
and Wednesday, April 3, from 5-9 p.m., at Port-
land Library. The successful completion of this
eight-hour beginner boating class will give you
the knowledge and a Completion Certificate
needed to obtain a boater’s license/certifica-
tion in Connecticut. There will also be a session
Tuesday, May 21, and Wednesday, May 22, at
the same times.

Summer Quest Camps: Monday-Friday,
from June 24-Aug. 9., at the Portland high and
middle school. Kiddie Camp runs 8:45 a.m.-1
p-m., and Base Camp and Teen Camp each run
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Extended AM and PM care
available for Base Camp.

Drop-In Basketball: Mondays (for women)
and Tuesdays (for men), 7:30-9 p.m., through
May, at Portland Middle School. Free for Port-
land residents.

Drop-In Volleyball: Wednesdays, 6:30-8
p.m., through May, at Gildersleeve School. free
for Portland residents.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at
the Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265
Main St.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To regis-
ter and for full program descriptions, visit www.
portlandlibraryct.org. or call 860-342-6770. The
library is also on Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p-m. Masks are optional.

Read & Recycle: Saturday, March 23, 10 a.m.-
noon. The Friends of Portland Library group is
collecting gently-used books, CDs, DVDs and
puzzles for its ongoing sale.

Spring Storytimes: Registration is underway.
Schedule: Preschool Storytime: Tuesdays, 10:30
a.m., March 12-April 30 (no program April 9);
Storytime for Toddlers and Tots: Mother Goose
on the Loose: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m. or 11:15
a.m., March 13-May 1 (no program April 10).

Youth Programs: LGBTQ+ Social and Sup-
port Groups: Teens are invited to social meet-
ups at the library on the first Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. Support groups will meet
on the third Wednesday of the month, with a
parent and caregiver support group running
concurrently in another room at the library. For
more information, contact Jenn Renk at 860-
342-6770.

Chess with Michael Pelton: Mondays at 3
p.m. through March 25. All ages are invited to
train to compete in the Portland Chess Battle
Royale on March 26. Registration is not re-
quired, but is recommended.

Solar System Expedition: Thursdays at 3:30
p.m., March 7, 14 and 21. Kids in grades 3-5 are
invited to learn about the sun, moon and other
planets in the Milky Way galaxy, through games,

g “We NMeet By ecident”
FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR

1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
Portland, CT 06480

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

RE11-6-20
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The safety of our patients and staff members is
extremely important for us. All recommended
COVID-19 safety measures are in place.

— New Patients Are Welcome —

Quality care in an atmosphere of concern, comfort & understanding
Specializing in all phases of General and Cosmetic Dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!
Stay Healthy! Stay Safe!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
322 Main St., Portland, CT

(Conveniently located next to Post Office)
Evening/Saturday Hours Available

860-342-3303

RES5-15-20
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&
Queality Used

BRC

Aute & Truck
Ferty

« Construction & Demolition Debris

« Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)

« Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
- We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

— = —

www.BelltownRecycling.com

15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

East Hampton, CT 06424

24 0ld Coach Road
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850 267 7140

—
VISA
—

CT Reg #HOD. 596

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans

Service Contracts
Automatic Delivery
Prompt Delivery

(860) 342-2969

DiMauro Oil Company, r.c
Heating Oil — Diesel Fuel —Kerosene

24 Hour Emergency Burner Service

Budget Plans

Senior Citizen Discount
Volume Discount
On-Site Diesel Delivery

Portland

RE6-19-20

experiments and more. Attendees will also learn
more about the solar eclipse that will take place
on April 8. Space is limited.

Shamrock Scavenger Hunt: Friday, March 8.
Drop in to the library throughout the day for
a shamrock scavenger hunt and a leprechaun-
inspired craft. No registration required.

Family Craft Night: Shamrock Wall Art:
Wednesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m. Create your
own customized shamrock wall art. This activ-
ity has steps that are appropriate for all ages, but
a parent or guardian must be with children to
help with supervision. Space is limited.

Teen Program: Nintendo Switch Hangout:
Tuesday, March 19, 3:30-5 p.m. Youth in grades
6-12 are invited to play Nintendo Switch games.
No registration required.

Adult Programs: Seeds Wanted: Portland
Library’s Seed Library is seeking seed donations
for the spring and summer gardening seasons
and is also looking for help to sort and repack-
age donations for distribution. There will be vol-
unteer work sessions from 12:30-2:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays, March 2 and 9. Registration is requested
but not required.

March Art Exhibit Reception: Portland Sec-
ondary Schools Youth Art Month: Thursday,
March 7, 4 p.m. The visual arts instructors for
the Portland Public Schools will present an ex-
hibit of student drawings, paintings, prints and
ceramics created by students from grade 7-12 in
celebration of Youth Art Month. All are invited
to this opening reception, hosted by the Friends
of the Library. The exhibit runs March 7-April 3.

Book Discussions: Talk About Books: Tues-
day March 5, 1 p.m. Foster & Small Things Like
These by Claire Keegan will be discussed. 1st
Thursday Night Book Club: Thursday, March
7, 6:30 p.m. The Female Persuasion by Meg
Wolitzer will be discussed. Mystery Lovers’
Book Club: Tuesday, March 19, 1 p.m. City Un-
der One Roof by Iris Yamashita will be discussed.

Hummingbirds, CT Audubon: Wednesday
March 13, 6 p.m. Joe Attwater returns to talk
about the hummingbird. Registration request-
ed.

Movie: Wednesday, March 13, 1 p.m. Priscilla
(rated R) will be shown.

Monthly Writers’ Cafe: Saturday, March 16,
12:30-2 p.m., in the Van Beynum Room. The
first hour will be quiet, communal, writing time,
with the final 30 minutes set aside to chat about
your project with fellow writers.

Composting: Monday March 18, 6 p.m., via
Zoom. A panel of experts will discuss different
composting methods to enrich your spring and
summer garden.

Medicare Basics: Tuesday, March 26, 6 p.m.
Learn all about this necessary benefit and which
program is right for you. Registration requested.

D BROTHERS OIL
Since I97;- ‘o" PA“Y

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

WE ACCEPT
ENERGY ASSISTANCE

Z www.BrothersOil.com

@ HOD |14 - S7-308374
WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!

CIT9-10-20
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Spring Rec Soccer Registration

Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has opened
registration for the Spring 2024 Recreational
Soccer Season. Deadline is Sunday, April 7. To
register, visit clubs.bluesombrero.com/port-
landsoccerclub.

Player fees are $75 for all Rec divisions. Late
registrations are not guaranteed and will be
charged a late fee of $30 if accepted. Refunds
will be given for anyone not placed on a team.
Uniforms/jerseys are provided to all divisions,
and a ball will also be provided to pre-k players.
The spring season will run eight weeks, begin-
ning in late April and ending early June. All Rec
activities take place at the Portland Recreational
Complex.

Practice/game session start/end times are
TBD, with all Saturday activities ending by
12:30 p.m. or earlier. PSC said it expects to op-
erate Six Rec Divisions for the season as follows:

(1) Pre-K - U4 (born 2020); (2) Dribbler - U5
(born 2019) and U6 (born 2018); and (3) Kicker
Divisions - U7 (born 2017), U8 (born 2016),
and U9 (born 2015). Pre-K and Dribblers will
be Saturday-only. Kickers will hold one-hour
practice sessions on Wednesdays and have game
sessions on Saturdays.

PSC is a nonprofit, volunteer-driven organi-
zation. Volunteer coaches are a must, and prior
coaching experience is not a requirement; PSC
said it will help all coaches who volunteer.

If you have any questions about coaching,
contact any of the following club officials: Chad
Wilson, President, nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or
205-999-8842; Chris Donahue, Vice President
and Recreational Director, donahuecj@sbc-
global.net or 860-638-7400; Anne Whalen, Reg-
istrar, awhalen34@yahoo.com or 860-690-3414.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.,
is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank Donation Info: The senior center
asks that residents not leave Food Bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the Food Bank
is open. The Food Bank is open Mondays and
Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior
center does not need any donations directed to-
ward the senior center. People are asked to only
leave donations for the Food Bank, and only
during food bank hours.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light
Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance
and Fitness, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Blood Pres-
sure Clinic, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears
on a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy
bears for cancer patients — donations are sought
of light fleece, one yard or more, for making
bears (to donate, call 860-342-0809); Coupons
for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m. Wednes-
day: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; SyncoCize
Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Social Duplicate
Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. on the second and fourth
Wednesday, multipurpose room; AARP Tax
Service: Every Wednesday until April 10, from

MarkToledo.com

Top 1% CT

9 a.m.-noon - appointments necessary by call-
ing Sarah or Holly at 860-342-6761; Thursday:
Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.;
Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday:
Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration: Tuesday,
March 12, 1 p.m.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on
the first Monday of each month (note: if that
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week).

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested.
Masks required.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Thursday. The delivery usually
takes about an hour. For full details, call 860-
342-6761.

34 Years of Song... On Feb. 13, the Portland-based Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords

(MHVC) celebrated its 34th anniversary of relieving stress, lifting spirits and healing
souls with music. Members are recognized for their continued time and dedication
to the group in five-year increments. From left are, first row; Kate Porch (30 years),
Alan Dougherty (five), Louise Fortier (15), Becky Kresser (10); second row, Mary De-
Coursey (10), Carmen Wilson (5), Peter Aarrestad (10), Marty Blake (15). For more
information on MHVGC, visit www.vocalchords20.org. The 90-member chorus will
have its annual spring show on Saturday, May 4, at 7 p.m., at Portland High School.

Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has an-
nounced registration for the spring travel
soccer season is open. Deadline is Sunday,
March 3. To register, visit: clubs.bluesombre-
ro.com/portlandsoccerclub.

Player fee is $170. Late registrations are
not guaranteed, and will be charged addi-
tional $30 if accepted. Refunds will be given
if players are not placed on a team.

To be eligible, players must have been born
between 2009 and 2015. The season runs
mid-April through mid-June. There are two

Spring Travel Soccer Registration

practices per week, and one to two games per
weekend. There will be no player evaluations
for spring.

PSC said it expects to field single-birth year
and multiple-birth year teams this spring.
Roster and coach assignments from the fall
season will also be reassessed and are subject
to change based on final registration totals.

Contact PSC President Chad Wilson at
nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or Registrar Anne
Whalen at awhalen34@yahoo.com with ques-
tions or assistance when registering.

Mark Toledo

For All Your Real Estate Needs

860-301-2339

O

- Top 2% Nationally

$544,900 - $759,900

One of Central CT'’s first-class country bedroom
community positioned in East Hampton, CT.

= |
EAST HAMPTON'S PREMIER PLANNED COMMUNITY

The Georgetown $579,900

Offering private one acre plus

wooded walkout lower level homesites.

Nestled right up the road from
picturesque Lake Pocotopaug.

Farmhouse colonial. Large open great
room/dining room & kitchen — all glass,

Proud Sponsor of the Sunshine Kids
Dedicated to Children with Cancer

* kK ok k

Look up my Zillow reviews
and find out what my
clients say about me.

Search online:
“Mark Toledo Realtor
Zillow Reviews”
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From $494,900 - $601,400

Long Hill Estates — located in East Hampton’s

&
LONG HILI
ESTATES

Middle Haddam historic community, known for its
small-town charm and rural-suburban character.

Enjoy this beautiful enclave of homes offering

LONGHILLESTATE.COM

historic charm accompanied with all of what

East Hampton and Middle Haddam have to offer.

Expanded Colonial | $536,400

This grand home offers a fantastic
open 1st flr, 2-story entry, mudroom,

spectacular. You will enjoy a wonderful office & large dining room. 2nd floor offers

mudroom and office on the first floor.

The upstairs of this abode is stunning with
a large walk-in laundry room, oversized
bedrooms, two huge walk-in master closets

and an oversized master bath.

Flanders Road Estates
prices start from
$589,900 to $617,900

& 1 beautiful 2 acre home site in a gorgeous

established neighborhood at the end of
Pecausett Trail, East Hampton. 1 beautiful

homesite remaining with walkout lower level

nestled at the end of the wooded cul-de-sac.

The Charlestown $614,900

Exterior of this charmer offers multiple
gables and dramatic roof lines. Beautiful
open floor plan for the way we live today.

One floor living at its best. Large great
room, kitchen/dining room combination.

Don’t lose out on the last homesite!

walk in laundry, 4 bedrooms including a
large en suite primary w/ 2 walk in closets.
Options include family room addition
and/or finishing above the garage.

East Hampton $179,900

Year round home or
part time lake home,

a few steps from
Pocotopaug Lake.
Estate sale. Selling as is
— know nothing about the
house. Sits on a fantastic
quaint picturesque lot.

Middletown $470,000
Riverbend home.
Large 2-story entry,
kitchen with large
eating area & overlook
opening up to the great
room w/FP. Upstairs
offers a primary suite
& 3 other bedrooms.

i

Killingworth $480,000

Currier & lves setting
with stone wall.
Fantastic floor plan
with so many
possibilities from an
open great room with
stone FP to the large
windows & more!

Servicing Central CT, East and West of the River Areas



Page 18

NEWS BULLETIN « March 1, 2024

Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester ¢ Colchester « Colchester « Colchester ¢ Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester

Book and Bake Sale

The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will
hold its Spring Book and Bake Sale at the library,
8 Linwood Ave., from March 1-6. Hours are:

Friday, March 1, 4-7 p.m. -- Pre-Sale, with
a $5 admission; Saturday, March 2, 10 a.m.-4
p-m.; Sunday, March 3, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Monday-
Wednesday, March 4-6, open during library
hours. There will be a sale that day of $5 for a
box or bag.

Books, music, movies, games and puzzles will

Z
il

all be available.

The Friends group meets the second Thurs-
day of each month at 5:30 p.m., to discuss ways
to further its mission in supporting the library.
All interested individuals are welcome to attend.
Folks are welcome to make a monetary dona-
tion or volunteer their time.

To join the Friends group, or for more in-
formation, contact Noreen Bibee, president, at
noreenbibee@gmail.com.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio — Century 21 AllPoints Realty

47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
*%2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
*%2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 e Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Call us today to

Gznluvzl

ALLPOINTS REALTY
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Suburban Sanitation Service

Looks like spring is almost here.

Time to clean your septic tank
when you’re cleaning up the yard.

CALL 860-267-6102 TODAY!
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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU
CLEANED THE SEPTIC TANK?

Scan Now to :'.

Step Inside k
Marlborough E

Bacon Academy environmental science
students are hosting a native tree sale and
planting event. Tree-Plenish is a nonprofit or-
ganization run exclusively by college students
to promote the planting of native tree species.

Residents may choose to have volunteers
deliver and plant saplings in their yards, or
they can pick them up at Bacon. This year’s
event will take place Saturday, April 20. Sap-
ling sales will be available online only, from

Bacon to Host ‘Tree-Plenish’

now through March 20. Saplings are $5 each.

There are three tree species from which to
choose: American Sycamore, Red Maple, and
Eastern Redbud. All saplings are bare root
(not potted) and will range in size based on
the species ordered.

The link to this year’s event is tpevents.org/
school/4019. Information regarding how to
purchase saplings, volunteer, or sponsor this
event can be found at the website.

Giving Garden Meets March 14

The Colchester Giving Garden will have an
information evening Thursday, March 14, at
5:30 p.m., in Norton Room B at Cragin Memo-
rial Library, 8 Linwood Ave.

This will be an informational night to let folks
know about the garden. All are welcome to at-
tend. There is no gardening experience neces-
sary to participate and all ages can join in.

This spring and summer will be the garden’s
12th year of operation. The garden is a fully
volunteer-run vegetable garden; all of the pro-

CBA Monthly
Dinner Meeting

The Colchester Business Association
March dinner meeting will be held at Priam
Vineyards on Tuesday, March 5, starting at
6 p.m. Dinner will be catered by Papa Z’s
and the featured speaker is Colchester First
Selectman Bernie Dennler III. Colchester
Dental is the dinner sponsor.

Pre-registration in encouraged as there is
limited seating. Register online at www.col-
chestercba.com. Cost of dinner is $20.

Renovations are complete, including a new secure
memory care unit. Call us today for a visit and tour.

Short-Term Care | Post-Acute Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care | Respite Care

860.295.9531
S Marlborough

EF"

MarlboroughHealthCare.com
85 Stage Harbor Rd | Marlborough, CT Q

An affiliate of National Health Care Associates, Inc.

duce grown is donated to the town food bank
and area soup kitchens to help feed the food
insecure in the community. The Giving Garden
has yielded over 14,500 lbs. of food since start-
ing in 2013.

Also at the meeting, garden organizers will
welcome new ideas on how to improve the gar-
den.

For more information, email colchester-
givinggarden@gmail.com.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, 98
Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom;
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation.

Sunday School for children meets during the
worship service.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.;
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109,
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

see what Marlborough Health & Rehabilitation Center can do for you!

Health & Rehabilitation Center

Yo
=

Free personalized consultations

Trust our capable team for your
Medicare needs

Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare \

HealthCare
sociates

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

RE5-26-23

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.



NEWS BULLETIN « March 1, 2024

Page 19

Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester ¢ Colchester « Colchester « Colchester ¢ Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is an Open and
Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday.
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated
information is also on the church’s Facebook
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from

September through June. Children in grades
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church
website for more information and to register for
Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p-m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave.,
has announced the following. Unless noted,
registration is required for all programs. For full
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911,
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Monday, March 4: 9 a.m., Making Memories,
Exercise w/Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m.,
Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge;
12:45 p.m., Setback.

Tuesday, March 5: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:45 a.m., Healthy Brain Se-
ries: Session 1; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1:30 p.m.,
Bingo, AARP Chapter 4019 meeting.

Wednesday, March 6: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries Program, Walking Group meet-up at the

Fish Fry Fridays

The Colchester Fish and Game Club is hold-
ing its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday
during Lent, continuing through and including
Good Friday, March 29.

Meal choices include traditional fish and
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the clubs
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken
nuggets for the kids. All meals include coleslaw,
coffee and dessert. Cost is $16 for adults and $9
for kids.

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593
after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays.

Air Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Life Review Writ-
ing; 1 p.m., Backus Hospital Stroke Survivors
Support Group; 1:30 p.m., Line Dancing.

Thursday, March 7: 9 a.m., Exercise w/Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga;
noon, Chair Massage; noon-3 p.m., Senior Ben-
efits Counseling; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes, March
Madness Cookie Challenge; 1 p.m., Knit & Cro-
chet.

Friday, March 8: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., AARP Tax
Aide; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Choral
Group; 10:45 a.m., Blood Pressure Clinic; 11
a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Chatham Health Edu-
cation Series: Prevention and Management of
Diabetes; 1:30 p.m., Bingo.

Lions Club Accepting
Grant Applications

The Colchester Lions Club is now accepting
applications for grant requests from community
groups and organizations in preparation for its
annual Community Night of Giving in April.

Organizations should be prepared to demon-
strate how the funds would be used to benefit
the community. Applications can be found on
the club’s website, colchesterlions.org, or may be
obtained in writing: Colchester Lions Club, P.O.
Box 423, Colchester, CT, 06415.

Completed applications must be submitted
by March 15.

) MathCounts... Five members of the William J. Johnston Middle School MathCounts

Team competed at the University of Connecticut on Saturday, Feb. 17, for the Chapter
competition. Colchester came in fourth out of 17 middle schools in the team round.
Coached by eighth grade math teacher Andrew Bakoledis, students practice each
week after school. MathCounts is a national program in all 50 US states for students
in grades 6-8. The students are, from left, Yunyang Gu, Delaney Scholl, Emma Ver-
ruso, Alex Courtemanche and Brandon Verruso.

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild in Colches-
ter, is sponsoring a trip to Amish country in
Pennsylvania May 29-31, to see Daniel at the
Sight & Sound Theater.

The trip will include a dinner with an
Amish family, a bus tour of the Amish com-
munity visiting local shops, and a stop in Phil-

Trip to Sight & Sound Theater

adelphia to visit a museum and the Liberty Bell
The trip is $645 per person, double. $779 for 4
single. The bus will leave from the St. Andrew
Church parking lot in Colchester.

For more information, contact Barbara Goz-
z0 at barbgozzo@gmail.com or 860-208-4121.

Ukrainian Catholic News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Coffee & Conversation

All are invited to Coffee & Conversation with state
Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48) on Thursday, March 7,
from 8-9 a.m., at McDonald’s, 375 S. Main St.

DeCaprio will discuss the 2024 legislative ses-
sion, as well as other state issues of concern to
residents. The 48th House District covers Col-
chester, Bozrah, Franklin and Lebanon.

Any questions can be emailed to DeCaprio at
Mark.DeCaprio@housegop.ct.gov.

WILLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE « MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

GLASTONBURY RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

CIT3-2-23

JODY DELMASTRO

PROVEN SUCCESS | RESIDENTIAL & WATERFRONT SPECIALIST

REALTOR”

¢ 860.841.4305 | o, 860.633.0011 | JodvDelmastrofi raveis.com | JodvDelmistoo.rnveis.com

218 New London Tpke | Glastonbury | GT 06033
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Colchester Elementary School will host the
Incoming Kindergarten Story Time program
Thursdays, March 14 and April 18, for 4- and
5-year-old Colchester children who will be
entering kindergarten during the 2024-25
school year.

During each session, children will listen to
books read by kindergarten teachers, while
parents learn about the registration process,
the kindergarten curriculum, readiness ex-

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time

pectations, the school day, school policies and
transportation. A question-and-answer pe-
riod will be available at each session.

The program will be held each month from
11-11:30 a.m., in the CES media center. Par-
ents and children are invited to attend mul-
tiple story times. Topics for parent informa-
tion change each month. No pre-registration
is required.

Land Trust Hike

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is offering
two trail hikes in one on St. Patrick’s Day, Sun-
day, March 17, at 9 a.m.

The hike is free for CLT members and kids
under 18, and $5 for non-members. Leashed
dogs are welcome; must bring waste bags.

CLT board member Scott Sivek will lead a
three-mile hike through Bulkeley Hill Preserve,
then one mile up the paved road and into the
two-mile Hayward Reserve of East Haddam and
back to the Bulkeley Hill Preserve parking lot.
Total miles are roughly 6-7. This is a moderate
difficulty, moderate elevation hike, featuring
non-groomed dirt trails with rocks and roots.
Please dress for weather and wear appropriate

Call Today!
(860) 228-8512

boots or sneakers. Bring bottled water and sun-
screen. Tick and bug protection strongly sug-
gested.

From Route 2, take left on Routel6W to
Bulkeley Hill Road on the left; follow for 1.5
miles to the preserve’s graveled parking lot on
the right, directly across from the mailbox at
243 Bulkeley Hill Rd. The entry has a wooden
hanging sign. For more information, email
scottsivek@gmail.com.

Visit www.colchesterlandtrust.org to register/
pay in advance. CLT is an all-volunteer non-
profit organization that works to permanently
protect open space in Colchester. Visit the
aforementioned website to join or donate.

CYSS News & Notes

Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-
nounced the following programs. Unless noted,
registration is required for all programs, at
www.colchesterct.gov/yss. For more informa-
tion, contact CYSS at 860-537-7255 or youth-
services@colchesterct.gov.

Game On: Friday, March 8. Students in
grades 4-10 are invited for a day of fun at Spare
Time and Dave & Buster’s. CYSS will depart
Town Hall at 9 a.m. and return at 4 p.m. Cost of
the trip is $50 and includes bowling, laser tag, a
buffet lunch and arcade games.

Colchester Boys Council: This new group
for fifth grade boys will meet Mondays from
3:15-4:30 p.m., starting March 11. CYSS preven-
tion coordinator Marquis Lawson will lead the
group. Boys will connect with others in their age
group and share their experiences, questions
and concerns. Space is limited.

Meeting Childhood Challenges: In this pro-
gram, a continuation of “Supporting Your Anx-
ious Child,” parents of children ages 8-12 can
come together for a discussion on supportive
ways to respond as a parent and to learn meth-
ods to navigate childhood challenges. There will
be time for questions as well. The program will
meet March 27, April 24 and May 22, from 6:30-
8 p.m. each night, at Cragin Library — Norton
Room A. Registration is required for each date.

Makin’ Moves: Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m., from
April 18-June 13. Fifth-graders will get ready
for their upcoming move to middle school.
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Their time together will include a private mid-
dle school tour, some talk about lockers, team-
building activities and leadership games. There
will be a few meetings in September to check in
after the school year begins. This group is ex-
pected to fill quickly, CYSS said.

After 2: This afterschool program for mid-
dle school-aged students meets Tuesdays from
2-4:30 p.m. throughout the school year. This
program provides time for kids to have home-
work help, or just some quiet time to complete
their work, small social-emotional learning
group time, as well as a safe place to hang out.
Registration is required in advance.

Drop In @ the Youth Center: Mondays and
Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. In this
program, kids can drop in to the youth center
for a snack and play some games. You do not
need to pre-register to attend the Youth Cen-
ter. However, students will receive instructions
for online registration at their first visit, as they
must be registered online to attend again. Call
CYSS for more information.

Corned Beef and
Cabbage Dinner

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located
at 395 South Main St., is hosting its annual
corned beef and cabbage dinner Sunday,
March 10, from 1-3 p.m.

Dinner is available for takeout or dine-in
and includes corned beef, cabbage, potatoes,
carrots, rye bread and butter. Tickets are $15
per person.

There is a limited number of tickets this
year, and the society recommends purchas-
ing them in advance during regular business
hours: Monday through Friday, 4-10 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday, noon-10 p.m.

For more information, call 860-537-2550.

Ahavath Achim News

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud
class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom
— call for link.

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live
and on Zoom - Shabbat Across America; Satur-
day morning, 10 a.m., live and on Zoom - Shab-
bat service.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken
Alter’s Facebook page; Ask the Rabbi - Bible
Portion is also featured.

For more information, or a link for services
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast

and Door Prizes
Scouts BSA Troop and Pack 109 will hold a
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser Saturday, March

EXTERIOR

GO
UNLIMITED WASH & DRY

$30mo
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$25mo
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44 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Now OPEN-, 860_537_432 Mon-Sat 7:00AmM-7:30pPm

Sun 7:00Am-7:00Pm

9, from 8-11 a.m., at Westchester Congrega-
tional Church, located at 98 Cemetery Rd. in
Colchester.

The menu will offer pancakes, eggs, bacon,
sausage, fruit, and breakfast beverages. Door
prizes will also be available. Fee is $8 for adults
and $5 for children 12 and younger and seniors
65 and older.

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL'S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT . 860-537-2455

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

CLASSES
7 DAYS
A WEEK

for Ages 3
thru Adult

CHAMPIONS

KARATE &
KRAV MAGA
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(860) 531-8746

www.colchesterchampionskarate.com
199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

K championskarateCT

Fth

Krav Maga
Self Defense Classes
on Thursday at 6:30pPm

Loyal, Dependable Service and
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!

Ranked #1 for 2022 of SOLD in total
for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia,
Colchester, Coventry and Andover
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30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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From the First Selectman’s Desk...

One hundred days ago, I was sworn in as the new first selectman of Colchester. I want to
update you on some of what we have accomplished together since November.

Restoring stability to Colchester’s Finance department which had struggled since the retire-
ment of longtime CFO Maggie Cosgrove has been my biggest priority. I want to thank Ms. Cos-
grove for the additional assistance she has provided the town since November. With her help,
we have completed the long-delayed 2022 audit and the 2023 audit is underway.

In January, we launched a reorganization of the finance department, which is currently under
the leadership of Michelle Marceau, another longtime employee of the Colchester Finance De-
partment who is now acting as finance director. With assistance from Ms. Cosgrove, they have
made substantial progress toward resolving the accounting issues that led me to implement a
budget freeze in January. That budget freeze will remain in effect based on the projections we
have seen due to expenses that were either unexpected or budget items that were underfunded.

As we develop the town’s budget request to be presented in April, I am focusing on restoring
funding to these areas to ensure the future stability and sustainability of services. This includes
funding restoration to Cragin Library, Youth and Social Services, and Public Works. I recognize
that we must balance our needs and wants with affordability for residents and businesses. The
request I put forward to the Board of Finance will take all of these factors into account.

Despite the challenges in finance, we have made progress on many other fronts since No-
vember.

During my first weeks in office, we passed a referendum to resolve the financial challenges
that had plagued the Colchester Senior Center project for almost a year. With an affordable
solution in place, you can see the dramatic progress being made as the building finally takes
shape on Lebanon Avenue.

I have also been working with our town engineer and partners at the Southeastern CT Coun-
cil of Governments to support a fully-funded expansion of the Lebanon Ave streetscapes to
build new sidewalks that will connect our downtown to developments at Highland Farms, Four
Seasons, and the 55+ community of Northwoods.

Over the last several weeks, four of the five new fire apparatus that were approved at referen-
dum in 2021 have entered service. When I served on the Board of Finance as vice chair, bring-
ing that referendum forward was my number one priority. As First Selectman, it is exciting to
see these much-needed vehicles finally entering service.

In December, I learned that the vendor expected to provide the fifth vehicle - a tanker —
was canceling the town’s contract. Fire Chief Steve Hoffmann and Deputy Chief Brad Bernier
worked quickly to help us identify a suitable replacement. The Board of Selectmen approved
that purchase in January, ensuring that Colchester will receive a new tanker in late spring with-
out going over budget.

We are also prioritizing investments in public facilities and recreation opportunities.

This winter, Public Works began clearing brush at the site of the future Norton Park. A con-
tract for engineering work was signed this month as well, and the town is seeking additional
grant funds to complete this project. When finished, Norton Park will be a great addition to the
Westchester area.

I am also working with town staff on new grant opportunities for outdoor recreational trails
throughout Colchester. Additionally, this month, the Board of Selectmen expects to appoint
two new ad-hoc committees to help plan for the future of spaces like the current Senior Center
and Youth Center and to evaluate recreation needs.

Last month, Youth and Social Services launched a new online application to help connect
residents in-need with funds the Board of Selectmen has designated under ARPA to provide
financial assistance to residents. For more information or to apply for assistance, visit Colches-
terCT.Gov/ARPAHelp.

Although Colchester faces some challenges, I am confident that we can meet them and con-

collaboration and bipartisanship.
I trust that by working together, we can continue to meet the moment in our community.
Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler, Colchester First Selectman

tinue to make progress. The accomplishments we've made in the first 100 days are the result of

President’s List Dean’s List

Colchester residents Amanda Boulay, Kay-

Colchester residents Cayden Bertrand, Jason

leigh Lapointe, Anne Pederzani and Ashley Consiglio and Dante Ricci made the fall 2023

Varjenski made the fall 2023 President’s List at

Goodwin University. RI

Dean’s List at Bryant University in Smithfield,
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Estate Planning
Probate/Elder Law

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Instructions
Helping You Make the Decisions ® Asset Protection
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Giacomo J. Guarnaccia, Jr. & Kevin C. Connors
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Parks & Rec News & Notes

Colchester Parks and Recreation has announced
the following programs and events. Registration
required unless noted. For full descriptions and
to register, visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-
department. Parks and Rec. can also be reached at
860-537-7297 or at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Colchester Choir and Orchestra: Visit www.
colchesterchoirorchestra.org for more informa-
tion. Rehearsals are: Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m. for
choir and 7:30-9 p.m. for orchestra, at Bacon
Academy. Fee: $35 for ages 18 and up; $15 for stu-
dents and youth under 18. There will be a spring
concert, free for all to attend, on Sunday, March
10, also at Bacon.

Hunger Games in the Hinderwald: Colches-
ter Youth Theatre will present its first production,
Hunger Games in the Hinderwald: The Adventures
Of Hanna and Gretel on Friday, March 15, at 6:30
p.m., at the William J. Johnston Middle School
Black Box Theatre. This all-ages play is a retell-
ing of a well-known fairytale, with new twists and
turns. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren. Tickets are available in advance at colches-
ter-actors-theatre.ticketleap.com/youth-theatre-
hanna-gretel.

Young Yogis: Tuesdays, March 12-April 2, from
3:30-4:30 p.m.; or Wednesdays, March 13-April 3,
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. For Colchester Elementary
School students in grades K-2. Cost per four-week
class is $60/person.

Gentle Yoga: Mondays, 4:45-5:45 p.m., from
March 18-April 8, for ages 45 and up. All levels
welcome. Fee: $35/residents, $40/non-residents.
Classes held via Facebook Live.

Zumba: Mondays, March 18-May 13, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermediate School.
Fee: $80/resident, $85/non-resident.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, March 22, 6-8 p.m., at
Town Hall. Cost is $25/team. Children can be on
a team, but there must be at least two adults on
each team.

Let’s Sew!: Tuesdays, April 2-23, 6-8 p.m., at
Town Hall, for ages 18 and up. You will need to
bring your own sewing machine, manual, power
cord and supplies (thread, scissors, thread & pins).
Cost: $50/resident, $55/non-resident. Class mini-
mum is 2, and maximum is 5.

Spring Dog Training Classes: Saturdays, April
6-May 18 (rain date of May 25 if needed), from

5%

ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 3/14/2024.

QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out
Catering « Gift Certificates

9-10 a.m., at Ruby Cohen Woodlands. No class
April 13; also, no dogs allowed at the April 6 class.
For ages 18 and older. Class minimum is 4, and
maximum is 8. Fee: $150/resident, $155/non-res-
ident.

Paint Night: Thursday, March 14, 2024, 6-8
p.m., at Colchester Senior Center. No previous
painting experience required. Cost $40/resident,
$45/non-resident.

Summer Day Camp Registration: Returning
camper early bird registration is underway, and
new camper registration starts March 4. The sum-
mer day camp, for kids entering grades K-7 in the
fall, will run June 24-Aug. 16, Monday through
Friday, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. each day. The weekly
themes and field trips will be announced in mid-
February, Cost per week is $170/child. Aftercare is
available from 3- p.m., for an additional $45 each
week. Cost includes all activities and field trips
but does not include food. All snacks and lunches
must be sent with your camper.

CT Safe Boating Class: May 14 and 16, 5-9
p-m., at Town Hall. While there is no minimum
age requirement to take the class, students must be
able to attend all eight hours and take a 60-ques-
tion multiple choice test. Fee for class: $25.

Pre-Teen Leadership Camp: For youth entering
grades 6-7 in the fall. There will be one-week ses-
sions, with new groups each week, from June 24-
Aug. 16 (no camp July 4 or 5). Hours are Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Fee is $170/week, with aftercare
available each day until 5 p.m., for an additional fee.
Counselor-in-Training (C.I.T.) Leadership Pro-
gram: For ages 14 and up. Session 1: June 24-July
12 (no camp July 4 or 5); Session 2: July 15-Aug. 2.
Hours are: Monday-Friday, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. each
day. Fee: $125. Upon successful completion of the
program you can volunteer as a Junior Counselor at
day camp from July 15-Aug. 16. You'll attend camp
for free.

Colchester Youth Theatre Camp: For kids en-
tering grades 2-7 in the fall. The two-week session
runs Aug. 12-23, Monday through Friday, from
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This two-week camp is designed
to immerse kids in the world of theatre, culminat-
ing with performance of a play on Friday, Aug. 23.
No acting experience necessary. Fee: $300/camp-
er. A minimum of 20 campers is required, with a
maximum of 40 campers.

OFF
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Budget Season Back: ‘Here We Go Again’

By Michael Sinkewicz

The Colchester Board of Finance (BOF)
kicked off its budget season last week, with
some officials already expressing cynicism with
the process.

“Here we go again,” remarked John Thomas,
a Republican on the board, during the Feb. 21
meeting.

The budget forum represented an opportu-
nity for residents and officials to spotlight their
concerns and goals for the 2024-25 fiscal year
budget process before the board formally takes
custody of both the town and school spending
plans in April.

A second forum was expected to be held this
week on Wednesday, after press time.

Passing budgets has proven to be a challenge
in recent years in Colchester, with meetings of-
ten getting contentious as proposals struggled to
gain community-wide support. Two years ago,
it took four referendums for the 2022-23 budget
to pass — extending the process into November,
or more than four months into the fiscal year it
funded. The temporary stalemate resulted in a
budget freeze.

Last year’s budget process, which focused on
the current 2023-24 fiscal year, required two
referendums overall, with the school budget
receiving most of the scrutiny during meetings.

Some residents who spoke during the last
week’s forum called for certain education pro-
grams to be reinstated and for the BOF to adopt
moderate yearly budget increases to avoid future
fiscal cliffs. Another resident, John Malsbenden,
warned the board not to use “nonrecurring” in-
come to pay for “recurring” expenses.

Cliff O’'Donal, a Republican on the Board of
Selectmen (BOS), commented that the town’s
wages are going up in the next fiscal year to ad-
dress staff turnover and that the finance board
should examine other areas where money could
be shifted to minimize the tax burden on the
community.

“You all have your work cut out for you,
O’Donal said, adding that he hopes the Board of

Rotary Scholarships
Upcoming 2024 Colchester graduates who

will be pursuing either a traditional college pro-
gram or a trade school can apply for a chance to
be awarded one of two $1,000 scholarships from
Honor Rotary! A Foundation for Colchester,
Inc. For applications, contact the Bacon Acad-
emy counseling office.

Also, Colchester Rotary asks that people con-
sider donating to its scholarship fund when vis-
iting any of the following businesses: Westches-
ter Market, Noel’s IGA, Toyo Hibachi & Asian
Fusion, and Broadway Wine & Spirits.

People can also donate by mailing a check
to: Honor Rotary! P.O. Box 775, Colchester, CT
06415.

Education (BOE) will also “keep a sharp pencil”
BOF Discussion

Without any official 2024-25 proposals to re-
view, the forum served as a preliminary discus-
sion regarding the overall budget process.

Towards the top of the BOF’s priorities en-
tering the season is the condition of the town’s
finance department. In January, First Selectman
Bernie Dennler III announced he was imple-
menting a soft budget freeze due to “concern-
ing” spending trends and accounting issues in
that department. Accordingly, all town purchas-
es must be approved by the first selectman and
nonessential spending is limited.

The freeze was enacted because MUNIS re-
ports relied upon by local officials to track
monthly town expenditures appeared inaccu-
rate, and expenses were either were “double-
booked” or needed to be reclassified into the
correct accounts.

“The reports you've been getting,” Dennler
previously told the finance board, “don’t paint
an accurate picture for your decision making.
I'm not saying that we are in an apocalyptic
budget situation, I'm telling you I genuinely
don’t know where we are based on what data I
have as first selectman.”

Last month, Dennler stated that Michelle
Marceau, the acting director of finance, was pri-
marily focusing on W-2s and 1099s, which were
due on Jan. 31. Some expenses had begun to be
reclassified, though, to the correct accounts, he
added.

While town department heads have provided
updates to the BOF regarding their individual
spending, MUNIS reports contain detailed
breakdowns that indicate whether certain areas
are expected to exceed their blueprints. Their
absence, or hollowness, underscores the chal-
lenge facing the board as it attempts to formu-
late a budget in the months ahead.

Boy Scout Pasta Dinner

Boy Scout Troop 13 will hold its second
annual Pasta Dinner Saturday, March 2,
from 4-7 p.m., at the St. Andrew Parish Cen-
ter, located at 128 Norwich Ave. In case of
inclement weather, the date will be moved to
Sunday, March 3.

Both dine-in and take-out meals will
be available. Preorder your meal at troop-
13pastadinner.square.site for a discounted
rate. Meal prices at the door are $15 for
adults and $12 for seniors; children under 5
are free. The meal will include a salad, bread,
and dessert. Drinks are available for dine-in
patrons only.

Proceeds help support the various troop
activities throughout the year.

* Metal Carports & Buildings
* Harman Pellet Stoves

* Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,

* BioBricks — XL & regular
* Palletized Firewood

860-228-1383

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

* Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service

Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
* Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
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Dennler previously said on social media
that “it is difficult to say at this point where the
town’s spending year-to-date truly lies and even
harder to project where things will land when
the fiscal year ends”

When asked by Tim Vaillancourt, a Republi-
can on the board, about the status of the finance
department, Dennler conveyed that there’s been
“quite a bit of movement” in the reports and that
they’re now “more representative of where we
actually are” in the current fiscal year.

Vaillancourt requested a report or further
explanation from somebody other than the first
selectman in order to confirm the department’s
progress. Dennler said that Marceau would at-
tend the board’s next meeting to review the
updated reports and describe the modifications
that were made.

Coupled with the expenditure reports are
fears that the current fiscal year will ultimately
go over-budget. During a joint meeting in Janu-
ary between the BOF and BOS, some depart-
ment heads reported small overages through
their own tracking, while others such as public
works experienced a few unexpected costs, in-
cluding renovations to the local Youth Center.

Mike Egan, the Democratic vice chair of the
BOF, said at last week’s forum that with certain
departments expected to exceed their budgets
this year, it was important to identify priorities
for this upcoming fiscal year.

“You have to have an idea of where people
stand,” he said, adding that “it’s going to be a
challenging year”

Thomas, the board’s former vice chair, then
expressed that he was “a little frustrated” with
what he heard during the night.

He explained that people were making simi-
lar remarks as the previous cycle; some want
the budget cut; some want it to increase; others
want it to stay the same.

Thomas asserted that he didn’t want to be in a
“fist fight” all spring, and that he was experienc-
ing déja vu.

“The only way this is going to work is if we
pull together,” he said.

Accusations that aim to discredit the work of
the prior BOF were not helpful, Thomas said,
and the current municipal spending plan is not
necessarily going over-budget.

“That has not been proven yet””

Democrat Scott Chapman, the chairman of
the finance board, agreed that consensus would
be essential moving forward.

“People were feeling they weren't being lis-
tened to,” he said, adding that the board was just
beginning its task and that it “had a lot of work
ahead of us”

This is Chapmanss first budget cycle on board,
which is now under Democratic control follow-
ing the election in November. Democrats won
both open seats, giving them a 4-2 majority.

Budget Format Questions

Kindergarten Registration

Colchester  Elementary School has an-
nounced kindergarten registration is now open
for the 2024-25 school year.

To register, go to colchesterct.org and follow
the link to Registration then Pre-Register. Be
sure to select the 2024-25 school year.

For more information, call 860-537-7628.

AARP to Meet

The next meeting of AARP Colchester area
chapter 4019 will be held Tuesday, March 5, at
1:30 p.m., in the activity room at Colchester Se-
nior Center, 95 Norwich Ave. Members of the
board will meet at 1 p.m., before the main meet-
ing.

Senior Benefits Counselor Ellen Fougere will
explain some state beneficial programs for in-
come qualified seniors. Programs covered will
include SNAP (Senior Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram - formerly Food Stamps), Renters Rebate,
Energy Assistance Program, Medicare Savings
Program and Benefits Check Up. All are invited.

Burn Oil
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Karen Belding, a Democrat who captured one
of those seats, expressed that once the budgets
are presented later this year, each board mem-
ber needs to be satisfied with the format of the
information, regardless of what that looks like.
The board, she explained, should articulate to
the town and Board of Education (BOE) what
should be included in the documents handed
over to the BOF so it feels prepared to fulfill its
charge.

Last year, the BOE decided to present its bud-
get to the BOF in the form of Excel, rather than
MUNIS documents.

At one point, Andrea Migliaccio — the for-
mer Republican chairman of the BOF — sent
several emails to the school board chairman,
Alexander Oliphant, requesting additional doc-
umentation, or else a budget workshop would
be canceled.

The BOE then held an emergency meet-
ing where it contended that Superintendent
of Schools Daniel Sullivan III had emailed the
BOF with a copy of a 14-page Munis report
and an Excel document with budget details.
The board unanimously approved a motion to
move forward with what they had provided,
which “meets the legal obligation to the Board
of Finance” and to “present those same reports
going forward” Migliaccio then canceled the
scheduled workshop.

She explained during one meeting that the
Excel documents contained “substantially less
information” than prior budget cycles.

During last week’s forum, Egan reiterated that
the school board “makes that determination,”
referring to the format of its budget presenta-
tion. The BOF, he continued, cannot direct the
chief of schools or the BOE on this topic.

On the town side, Dennler indicated that he’ll
be providing a full “budget book” — a tool he
said wasn't pieced together last year. Belding
requested that the BOF take time to review a
sample of a previous budget book so she could
understand the advantages of that format mov-
ing forward.

Last year’s process featured significant com-
bativeness between the BOF and BOE.

In one email, Migliaccio told the BOE and
superintendent, “Your inflammatory narrative
and scare tactics is a low for our community”
Sullivan had produced a letter responding to a
community member’s question asking what his
budget would look like if it was reduced to a
certain threshold. He then listed some potential
cuts, which included reductions to to band and
full-day kindergarten.

Butter Braid Fundraiser

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring
a Butter Braid and Cake Roll fundraiser until
March 4. Order forms are located at St. Andrew
Church in Colchester and St. Francis of Assisi
Church in Lebanon. You may also order online
at tinyurl.com/54ny93t5.

For more information, call Kathleen at 860-
917-7616

CCO to Hold

Winter Concert

The Colchester Choir and Orchestra (CCO)
will hold its Winter Concert Sunday, March 10,
at 3 p.m., at Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich Ave.

The orchestra will feature classical music and
the choir will feature modern classic favorites.
A reception will follow the concert.

The concert is free, but donations are wel-
comed to support CCO. Check CCO’s website
(www.colchesterchoirorchestra.org) or Face-
book page for more details about the group, or
for information about joining the choir or or-
chestra.

CCO is a program under the Town of Col-
chester, Parks and Recreation Department.

DTC to Celebrate Two

On the evening of Friday, March 15, the Col-
chester DTC will honor two people for their
service to Colchester: Goldie Liverant and Mary
Tomasi.

The celebration will take place at the Polish
Club at 6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be
served and there will be a cash bar.

All are invited. While tickets will be avail-
able at the door, for the purposes of planning,
an RSVP is requested. Tickets are $25 and can
be purchased online at secure.anedot.com/col-
chesterdemocrats/donate, or by sending a check
to Colchester DTC, 89 Shadbush Drive, Col-
chester, CT 06415.

Contact Monica Swyden at 860-465-7909 or
monicacswyden@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the
photo and your address to buIIetin@gIcitizen.com.
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Awesome Antzgua Jeremy Collings of East Hampton recently visited Antigua,
where he surprised his nephew David. David and three others had just completed a
28-day Atlantic crossing in a 33-foot sailboat. From left are first mate Lucy, skipper
Ross, Jeremy, crew David, crew Matt. David was very surprised to see his uncle show
up. The crew of the Manxwind treated Jeremy to two days of sailing in Antigua.

Crulsm with the News... Ron and Stacy Silberman of Colchester went on a cruise
and checked out the Bahamas

Rivereast Goes to Germany Mary and ]on DeCoursey ‘of East Hampton took a That’s a Big Lego!... Kathryn Stein of Marlborough visited the Lego headquarters
Rhine River Christmas Market Cruise in December. They’re shown here at Reichsburg  in Billund, Denmark, for work - and took the Rivereast along! This photo was taken
Castle in Cochem, Germany. outside the front entrance next to a giant Lego minifigure.

Going on a trip?

-
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CARDj

Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if
your photo is one the four entries selected!

) Fine Ital;
To enter, email your photo and 151 Marlbf)lr:::; Cohmerican Cuisine J

: .. h Street (Rt 66
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com ), Portland
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Local Historian Reflects on Town’s Black History

By Michael Sinkewicz

As John Baron worked his way through the
extensive history of African Americans in He-
bron, breathing life into old stories and pro-
viding numerous anecdotes from the 1800s, he
reached a notable conclusion.

“Hebron is different,” he explained. “Connect-
icut earns the nickname ‘Georgia of the North,
but Hebron runs counter-current to state and
national norms.”

During February — which is dedicated as
Black History Month — Baron, a local histori-
an, who taught history for 30 years in the Stur-
bridge, Mass., public school system, swapped
stories with the Rivereast, recounting his, and
the town’s, ongoing efforts to study African
American heritage in the community.

In December, after receiving a grant through
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the
Board of Selectmen awarded a contract to the
Historic Resource Planning Study to Heritage

Consultants out of Newington to have a team
of of historians, architectural historians, and
archaeologists conduct research into and docu-
ment Hebrons 18th and 19th century African
American residents. That initiative, according
to Director of Planning and Development Mat-
thew Bordeausx, is still in its initial stages.

Dating back to 2021, Baron said he’s received
grant funding through the Hebron Greater To-
gether Community Fund that’s gone towards ef-
forts to raise awareness of the African-American
history of Hebron, including through archaeol-
ogy events, publications, curriculum building
at RHAM, and the installation of Witness Stone
monuments at different locations in town. He
has worked alongside Sarah Sportman, Con-
necticut’s State Archaeologist, whose team has
started the excavation of the Cesar Peters’ site
along with the investigation of other African
American sites in town.

All are invited to Hebron’s 32nd annual
Maple Festival, which will take place Saturday
and Sunday, March 16 and 17, from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. each day.

Folks can visit sugar houses, run in the
5k Sap Run, stop by Artist Open Studios
and Donifer’s Eeyore and Donkey Museum,
watch the sled dog teams race and the UConn
Woodsmen Team - then head downtown for

Maple Fest Returns March 16 & 17

activities for all ages. On Sunday, events will
also include the famous Tractor Parade along
Route 66.

Local musicians, artisans, food trucks and
maple treats round out the festival. This fes-
tival is free to the public. Parking and shuttle
bus service is available at RHAM High School.
Follow The Town Center Project, Inc. on Face-
book for the most up-to-date information.

Parks and Recreation News

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many
summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com
or call 860-530-1281.

Hebron Maple Fest 5K Sap Run: Saturday,
March 16, 9 a.m. The run starts and finishes at
Burnt Hill Park. Cost is $35/person, which in-
cludes T-Shirt. Online registration required, at
runsignup.com/Race/CT/Hebron/Hebron5k.
Also that day, there will be the Hebron Maple
Fest ¥ Mile Sapling Run, also at Burnt Hill Park.
Grades K-2 start at 10 a.m., and Grades 3-5 start
at 10:10am. No registration required for this
run.

Hebron Community Theater Show: The
theater will present its inaugural show, The
Great Gatsby: A Live Radio Play. This show will
be presented as a live radio show, meaning ac-

tors will be able to have their scripts during the
performance. This show is an opportunity for
new and experienced actors alike. For more in-
formation about the show and rehearsal sched-
ule, go to the Parks and Rec. website.

Easter Eggstravaganza: Saturday. March 30,
10 a.m.-noon, at The Pavilion at Burnt Hill Park,
for ages 10 and under. There will be pictures
with the Easter Bunny, music, arts and crafts, a
bounce house, and more. Easter egg hunts will
be broken up by age. This event is free and open
to the public. No registration required.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, April
22, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This inter-
active course, for boys and girls ages 8-13, will
cover safety concerns parents have when their
children are by themselves. Fee: $45.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 3/4: Bible
Study, 9:30 a.m.; 3/5: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.;
3/6, Yoga, 9:15 a.m.; 3/6: Choir Practice, 7 p.m.;
3/9: Yoga, 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets the first and
third Thursdays of each month at 9:30 a.m. in
the Parish House. All are welcome, regardless of

Custom Window Treatments
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knitting/crocheting experience.

Lenten Study Group: Stephanie Haines leads
a study group Sundays through March 24, after
worship and coffee hour. The group will focus
on the book The Cup of Our Life: A Guide to
Spiritual Growth by Joyce Rupp. A pink sign-up
sheet is outside the sanctuary, for anyone inter-
ested in joining.

Faith, Film and Potluck: Friday, March 1, 6
p.m. The Holdovers will be shown.

Maple Fest Craft Fair: Saturday, March 16,
10 a.m.-4 p.m. There will be artisans selling a
variety of crafts. Men’s Fellowship will also sell
Cowboy Chili and other refreshments; and
Women’s Fellowship will sell its famous Maple
Pudding Cake. The craft fair will be on The
Town Center Project’s shuttle route as well.

Maple Pudding Cake at Wenzel’s Sugar
House: Women’s Fellowship will also sell its
Maple Pudding Cake at Wenzel's Sugar House
on both Saturday, March 16, and Sunday, March
17.

Card-Making with Gayle: Thursday, March
28, 6 p.m. Cost is $15, with proceeds going to-
ward the Connecticut Food Bank. To sign up,
email gcc@gileadchurch.net.

There are many projects and avenues that
Baron is involved with, both personally and with
local organizations. But, in recognition of Black
History Month, he recalled the Cesar Peters res-
cue story and its prevalence over the years.

“It’s such an outstanding story;” he expressed,
noting that he’s been able to work alongside
dependents of Peters, an experience he’s found
fulfilling.

Cesar and Lowis Peters were the former slaves
of the Rev. Samuel Peters. In the 1787, a group of
local Hebron residents attempted to stop the sale
of the Peters family in Norwich, accusing them
of theft, and the “thieves” were brought home.
After being found guilty, they had to work to pay
the debt for the “stolen” clothes, which sparred
them from being sold.

Baron, reflecting on this story, expressed,
“Ironically, I now realize the rescue story is not
the most important part of the narrative”

He referenced Cesar’s life as a free individ-
ual in Hebron afterwards: “The respect Cesar
Peters received from his neighbors, the boda-
cious move to sue his former abductors and to
purchase their house, the establishment of an
economic network that allowed for an African
American middle-class life style and the fact that
Cesar Peters, as well as other African Ameri-
cans in Hebron lived, worked learned and wor-
shipped together side by side in a period of time
when prejudice was on the rise throughout New
England puts Cesar Peters life into perspective”

He added, “Despite these similarities, Cesar
Peters’ narrative is a unique story of how one
man’s character benevolently influenced an en-
tire town.”

Baron said it took him half a century to di-
gest and understand the Peters story, and “it was
worth the wait”

“I am now able to give him the full measure of
respect he deserves for his remarkable character,
as well as being considered as an honorary part
of his descendants’ family;” he stated. “These are
the things that gladden an old historian’s heart
on a cold winter’s eve — giving voice to a re-
markable person from the past while enhancing
the present”

Baron conveyed that before 1900, there were
over 200 African Americans in Hebron, Ando-
ver and Marlborough. In the 1770s, there were
around 50 enslaved individuals in Hebron, he
explained. Many former slaves were employed
by 1850 and did work such as farm labor, which
led to a strong local economy and wealthy town.
Hebron, Baron continued, was an attractive spot
for African Americans to travel to for work.
However, by 1900, those demographics shifted
and Hebron’s African American population was
reduced to almost zero.

Baron said that in the 1830s, Connecticut had
become entrenched with anti-Black movements,
giving the reputation of “Georgia of the North”
Hebron, though, seemed to differ from other
towns — even close neighbors like Mansfield —
by being “the right road to go” down.

As many projects continue to be balanced,
Baron noted he finds it “disheartening that the
Town of Hebron has done so much to destroy
sites associated with Cesar Peters family”

Bordeaux expressed that “people’s interpre-
tation of historic preservation varies” and that
Baron’s “is a very strong opinion.”

Form his perceptive, Bordeaux stated that
historic preservation “is a significant element of
what I think makes Hebron a special place”

“I'm optimistic that Hebron’s assets will be a
key element to the growth and maturation of the
community,” he said.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes

All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-
an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St.,
Amston, on Sundays at 9 a.m. People who are
unable to attend in person can join online at
www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the
morning service.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Lent Season Services: Wednesdays, March
6-20, starting with a soup supper at 6 p.m. fol-
lowed by a service at 7 p.m.

Hebron Maple Fest: March 16 and 17. All are
invited to stop by the church’s booth and have
some of its maple cookies.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): The
center offers childcare, preschool and before/
after school in a Christian environment. The
center is open to all children regardless of faith.
Immediate openings are available for children.
For more information, call Jennifer Johnson at
860-228-5134. Application forms are available
at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Holds regular food pantry days to distribute
food staples, household and hygiene items as
well as Bibles and prayers. For more informa-
tion about donating or participating in food
pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Volunteer Opportunities for Teens: Up-
coming opportunities include the Friends of the
Library book sale on March 2, and Maple Fest
on March 16 and 17. Watch for more info.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. The schedule
is: March 8, Wonka (rated PG); March 15, The
Color Purple (PG-13); March 22, Ferrari (R).
Bottled water and snacks will be provided.

Medicare Information: Wednesday, March
6, 3 p.m. or 6 p.m. Learn the ins and outs of
Medicare and the differences between original
Medicare and Medicare Advantage with Mark
Macrina a local insurance agent. This is strictly
an informational seminar, and no individual
health will be discussed.

Cookie Decorating Class: Monday, March
11, 6 p.m. Cheri Kelly, owner of MerryMaker
Bakery, will demonstrate decorating St. Patrick’s

Discovery Zone
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10 Wall Street, Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-9800 - www.raneyortho.com

Day Cookies. Space is limited. Sponsored by the
Friends of Douglas Library.

Book Discussion: Wednesday, March 20, 7
p.m., at the American Legion, located next door
to the library. The Secret Book of Flora Lea by
Patti Callahan Henry will be discussed. Copies
of the book will be available for checkout at the
Adult Circulation Desk. Must be over 21 to at-
tend the discussion.

Holiday Closing: Friday, March 29, for Good
Friday.

Chess Night: Pickup games are held every
Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.

Maple by Moonlight

As a kickoft to 2024 Hebron Maple Festival
weekend, The Town Center Project is sponsor-
ing the inaugural Maple by Moonlight Gala
Fundraiser. This adult-focused event will be
held at Colebrook Village at Hebron on Friday,
Mach 15, from 6-9 p.m.

All are invited to come dance the evening
away to The Sounds of Frank. More informa-
tion and ticket purchases are available by visit-
ing givebutter.com/c/4B5ES8 or by visiting the-
towncenterproject.org. Act fast as this event is
expected to sell out quickly, organizers said.

Douglas Library Book Sale

The Friends of Douglas Library group will
hold its next used book sale Saturday, March 2,
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., in the Community Room at
the library, 22 Main St.

The Friends will offer its $5 per bag sale for an
extra hour, from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. The Friends
also anticipate offering a large selection of holi-
day and gift items for purchase.

Funds raised by the Friends of the Library at
the book sales have been used to support the li-
brary’s offerings of books, magazines, museum
passes, family-friendly activities and education-
al programs for the community. The Friends of
the Library welcome new volunteers.
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Preschool Lottery Applications

Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gilead
Hill School is taking applications for eligible
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3
or 4 by Sept. 1 and are planning to have their
children entered into Hebron’s preschool lottery,
are asked to call the Gilead Hill School office at
860-228-9458 to have an application mailed to
them. The application may also be downloaded
from the Hebron School district website, www.
hebron.k12.ct.us. Go to “Quick Links” and click
“PK Application.”

Hebron Early Childhood center receives
funding for reduced tuition rates from the
School Readiness Grant. Eligibility is based
upon household income.

Lottery applications must be completed and
returned to the Gilead Hill Office by Friday, Feb.
23, by 3 p.m. Please enclose two forms of resi-
dency when you return the lottery application.
The lottery drawing will be held on Tuesday,
March 12, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill School. Ap-
plicants will be notified of their acceptance or
waitlist status by phone.

Church of The Holy Family News

The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church
St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for
more information. The church office can be
reached at 860-228-0096. Church of the Holy
Family is a member of the Catholic Community
of the Good Shepherd, and is yoked with St. Co-
lumba Church in Columbia.

Lenten Bible Study: “No Greater Love: A
Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion,” a video
and discussion series filmed in the Holy Land,
takes place Friday mornings from 9:15-10:45
a.m., at St. Columba Church. Edward Sri, who is
joined by other lecturers, will guide participants
through the last hours of Christ’s life. To regis-
ter, contact Janet or Jed Larson at 860-742-6344
or email jjlarson278@gmail.com. Good Shep-
herd pastor the Rev. Michael Phillipino will join
the group as time permits.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter:

Church of the Holy Family collects items for the
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center,
which provides assistance to homeless adults.
Due to limited storage space, only the follow-
ing items can be accepted: men’s & women’s
wool or wool-blend socks; men’s boxer briefs
& women’s “Boy Shorts” briefs (M,L,XL,2XL);
55- and 13-gallon trash bags; four-gallon plastic
wastebaskets and trash bags to fit; inexpensive
ear buds for cell phones; laundry pods; TP & pa-
per towels; disinfectant wipes, Lysol spray, and
bathroom and floor cleaners; men’s & women’s
deodorant; new or gently used bath towels; $15
Stop & Shop gift cards for gas; and $25 Walmart
gift cards for client emergencies. Call to arrange
the pick-up of gift cards. Place donations of
goods in the designated collection box next to
the church’s Cry Room. Place large quantities of
donations in the Cry Room. For more informa-
tion, call Monica or John McKerracher at 860-
228-4211.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Life Group: Meets the second Wednesday of
every month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Swensons’
home in Columbia, for worship, prayer, Bible
study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting:
March 1.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-
ically held the first Friday of each month from
6-9 p.m. at the church.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

Spring Events: Easter Egg Hunt: 3/24 at
12:30 p.m., open to all ages; Good Friday ser-
vice, 3/29 at 7 p.m.; Outdoor Easter Sunrise Ser-

Gilead Church Craft Fair

Gilead Congregational Church (672 Gilead
St.) will host a Craft Fair Saturday, March 16,
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., during Hebron’s Maple
Festival.

Some of the crafts that will be available for
sale are handmade jewelry, local photography,
handcrafted pet accessories, artwork, crochet
and knit products, handmade soaps, and more.
There will also be the famous Maple Cakes
made by Women’s Fellowship, to munch on as
you window shop throughout the Fellowship
Hall.
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vice: 3/31 at 630 a.m., followed by Free Easter
Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. and Easter Worship Ser-
vice at 10 a.m.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office. The church is currently running
an in-depth training for people who feel called
to serve others in this way. Contact the church
office for more information.

HIHS: Hebron food pantry is in critical need,
and the church is helping to collect monetary,
food, toiletries, and paper goods donations.
Drop off at the church on Sunday mornings,
or donate directly to 26 Pendleton Dr., Hebron,
Tuesday/Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., and Friday,
noon-5 p.m. Contact HIHSCT.org to give, or
hsfoodpantry@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach
team has been collecting snack-type food and
monetary donations as a love offering for its lo-
cal first responders. If youd like to get involved,
email jessicalbain@gmail.com.

Gilead Congregational Church (672 Gilead
St.) will host a Craft Fair Saturday, March 16,
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., during Hebron’s Maple
Festival.

If you make things at home (hats, scarves,
jewelry, home decorations, greeting cards,

trinkets, wood carvings, food items, soap, skin

Vendors are sought for this year’s Maple Fest Craft Fair at Gilead Congregational
Church. Pictured at last year’s Maple Fest are Sandy Hooker (left) and Jean Dormer.

Vendors Wanted for Maple Fest Craft Fair

L}

products, glassware, etc.) or you are photog-
rapher or you are an artist, youre invited to
participate.

To secure spot space in the Gilead Fellow-
ship Hall, contact the Church Office at 860-
228-3077 or GCC@GileadChurch.net.

Historical Society Clothing/Textile Drive

The Hebron Historical Society will hold its
annual clothing/textile drive in April. Collec-
tions will be held Friday, April 5, from 4-6 p.m.,
and Saturday, April 6, from 8-10 a.m., at Old
Town Hall, 26 Main St., adjacent to Douglas
Library.Acceptable items are linens, clothing,
shoes, boots, purses, towels or any textile item.
Items can be in any condition except moldy, and

must be delivered to OTH in a closed/tied trash
bag. No electronics or toys, please.

Funds raised support the society’s building
maintenance and public programming. To learn
more about the Hebron Historical Society, visit
hebronhistoricalsociety.org. For more informa-
tion, or to volunteer for this event, email mer-
gonci65@comcast.net.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St., holds two services of Holy Com-
munion each Sunday: Rite 1 (no music), 8 a.m;
Rite 2 (with hymns and choir), 10 a.m. Priest is
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski.

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Book Discussion: “10 Gos-
pel Promises for Later Life,” 11 a.m., Mondays
in Lent (through and including March 18);
Cub Scouts, Mondays, 5:30 p.m.; Buildings and
Grounds Committee, first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.;

Dean’s List
Lauren Opocensky of Amston made the fall

2023 Deanss List at Goodwin University.

Virtual Coffee Hours, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.;
Boy Scouts, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Vestry, third
Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building Networks Interna-
tional, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall.

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook,
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Dean’s List
Hebron residents Lucille Hardee and Emily
Messier made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at the
University of Saint Joseph in West Hartford.

Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD

(860) 228-1025

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

‘{\) OVER
w2 M W g 30
Independent insurance Agent E St . 1 9 8 8

HOME LIFE AUTO BUSINESS
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Hebron M
¢ Car Wash

GET THE WINTER SALT OFF NOW!!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN 24/7

RE1~19~24J

The early stages of
communication disorders
are easier to spot when
you know the signs.

IDENTIFY@QSIGNS

AMERICAN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

¢

For info: IdentifyTheSigns.org

Mobil
$5.00 OFF

Full Service
Oil Change

includes fluid top off,
vacuuming, tire pressure

WE DRIVE VEHICLE IN, YOU RELAX!
EXPIRES 3/31/24

Performance Tire

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

Colchester, CT « 860-537-2515

& Auto Repair

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes,

* No Appointment Necessary *
240 Old Hartford Road

We welcome all previous
Hebron Quick Lube customers!

RE3-1-24
—
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The Choir School of Hartford will perform at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30

Church St., on Sunday, March 3, at 1:30 p.m.
Hartford Choir School to Perform

The Sanctuary of Performing Arts Series in
Hebron will present music director Michelle
Horsley and The Choir School of Hartford at
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church St., on
Sunday, March 3, at 1:30 p.m.

The choir is a diverse community of students
from the Greater Hartford area, representing a
variety of ethnic, cultural and socio-economic
backgrounds. The choral program is a nonprofit
organization, offering tuition-free music educa-
tion for children and youth between the ages
of 8-18, admitted via an audition process. The
students meet to rehearse three times per week,
hosted by Trinity Episcopal Church, Hartford.

Historical Society
Seeks Members

The Hebron Historical Society (HHS) is look-
ing for new members, to aid in its mission to
research and document Hebron’s history and
provide community programs.

The society was founded in 1965 and became
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit shortly thereafter. HHS
owns and maintains the Burrows Hill School
and the Old Town Hall - the latter of which is
on track for renovation this spring.

HHS members participate in events such as
mill site hikes, the Quilt Show and clothing drive.

Membership runs from Jan. 1-Dec. 31. Vis-
it HebronHistoricalSociety.org to indicate if
you're interested in joining.

Al

Choristers are paid small stipends for each re-
hearsal, based on their self-paced progress in a
series of music workbooks and are also offered
free weekly one-on-one piano lessons.

Horsley is dean of the Greater Hartford Chap-
ter of the American Guild of Organists, and Di-
rector of Music at Trinity Episcopal Church. She
holds degrees in Organ Performance and Sacred
Music from Stetson University and Duquesne
University. She frequently composes, teaches,
leads workshops and performs around New
England.

There is no admission fee. A free will offering
will be accepted.

Preschool Screenings

The Hebron Board of Education will hold
screenings at Gilead Hill School, 580 Gilead
St., on Wednesdays, March 6 and May 15,
for children that reside in Hebron and are 3
and 4 years old by the time of the screening.

Screens in areas of speech, language, cog-
nitive, and motor development will be pro-
vided. Parents will also receive information
to assist in fostering their child’s growth.

Call the office of the director of educa-
tional services at Hebron Public Schools at
860-228-2577 to register your child to par-
ticipate in the screening, as reservations are
required.

Meeting with Courtney... Local Alzheimer’s disease advocates and Alzheimer’s
Association - CT Chapter staff participated in a district meeting with Congressman
Joe Courtney. Advocates shared stories about their journeys with the disease which
highlighted the need for congress to continue the support for both the Alzheimer’s
Accountability and Investment Act and the Reauthorization Act. With the goal to
address Alzheimer’s through research, treatments and social services. Pictured from
left are Ginny Hanbridge (CT Chapter Executive Director), Bruce and Linda Meyers
(Advocates), Liz Shilosky (Ambassador, Advocate, Team Sparklers), Congressman Joe
Courtney, Lisa Marshall of Andover (Advocate, Team Oh Hello Alzheimer’s), Tonya
Maurer (Advocate, Team Hebron Rocks ALZ), Teresa Pineau (Advocate, Team Fear-
less), and Christy Kovel (CT Chapter Public Affairs).

1‘"015 Agents... Kris

ten Merrill, Cathyann Schulte, Michael Thompson and Carrie
Schwartz of Countryside Realty of Hebron have been awarded the Five Star Award
for Real Estate Agents in March as featured in Connecticut Magazine. The award is
given to agents that score high among client and industry peers. Schulte has received
this honor for 14 straight years, and is among the fewer than 1% of agents in the
state to achieve this award. She has also been honored in Forbes for her service.
For 30 years, Countryside Realty has been a family- owned and operated business.
It is located at 30 Main St. and can be reached at 860-228-8512.

‘

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more in-
formation and full program descriptions, call the
senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior center
newsletter is online at hebronct.com/town-de-
partments/senior-center.

Volunteer Drivers Needed to Deliver Meals-
on-Wheels: The senior center is looking for in-
dividuals who would like to volunteer to deliver
Meals-on-Wheels to homebound individuals in
Hebron and Amston. It takes approximately 30
minutes to an hour depending on how many we're
delivering to and the general time is between 11
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. There is open availability for
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. If interested,
call the center.

Movie Mondays: Come early for lunch if youd
like (sign up by Friday at 9:30 a.m.), and have
lunch at noon, followed by the movie at 12:30
p.m. To sign up for the movie or lunch and the
movie, call the senior center. Schedule: March 4,
Oppenheimer (this movie is three hours long),
and March 18, The Holdovers.

Make Your Own Candle(s) with Mama Bear
Candles: Monday, March 11, 12:30 p.m. Cost is
$25 for two eight-ounce candles and your choice
of scents for each one. Registration deadline is
Monday, March 4.

Watercolor Art Class Taught by Audrey Car-
roll: Session 1: March 15 and 22 - paint flowers,
butterflies, birds and bees; Session 2, April 5-12
— paint landscapes and beach scenes. Both classes
are from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Cost is $25/ses-
sion or $40 for both. Supply list will be available
and some supplies are provided.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pick-ups begin Fri-
days at 10 a.m.; pre-registration is required by
the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. Schedule: March 1,
Big Y; March 8, Walmart/Aldi; March 22, Stop &
Shop.

Chatham Health Monthly Presentation:
Wednesday, March 20, 2 p.m. The topic is diabe-
tes.

RHAM Bingo: Wednesday, March 20, 2:30-4
p.m. The free games will be run by the RHAM
National Honor Society students. Prizes will be
awarded. No registration required.

AARP Driver Course: Monday, March 25, 9
a.m.-1 p.m.,, at the senior center. Arrive by 8:50
a.m. and bring something to write with. Fee for
AARP members is $20, and for non-members

Free CPR Classes

The Hebron Fire Department (44 Main St.)
is offering free AHA Heartsaver CPR classes for
those who live or work in Hebron. Adult, child
and infant CPR, and choking emergencies, will
be covered.

The classes will be held from 6-9 p.m. on the
following Wednesdays: March 20, April 17, May
15 or June 19. Call Donna at 860-228-3022 ext.
162 to reserve a seat.

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds
worship Sundays at 10 a.m., with Education
Hour at 9 a.m.,, including Bible classes for all
ages.

The church office is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Pastor Jordan Brown
is available by appointment. For information
about church beliefs, care, small groups, Kids
Ministry, and Youth Group, visit www.hebron-
coh.com, or follow the church on social media.

is $25. Fee payable to the instructor day of class.
Pre-register by noon Friday, March 22. Note: No
food will be served, so if you may need something
to eat, bring it with you.

Energy Assistance Winter Heating Pro-
gram: The senior center is taking applications
for the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program
(CEAP), which is designed to help offset the win-
ter heating costs for a household’s primary heat-
ing source. If the household’s primary heating
costs are included in rent, the household may also
apply for assistance. To make an appointment,
call the senior center.

AARP Income Tax Preparation: Certified
volunteers will be at the senior center from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays through March 26, to pre-
pare basic federal and state tax returns. There are
five appointments per time slot and they are one-
hour appointments: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and
noon. Call the senior center to sign-up.

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at the
corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank arrival is
approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own bags. Must
sign up by 10 a.m. the day before.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 and
up and all adult disabled individuals, for medical
care, personal needs care, grocery shopping, or
other pre-approved needs. Transportation avail-
able Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments must be
scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in advance,
but 48 hours is recommended - and required for
new riders. For more information or to schedule
an appointment, call the center.

Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some programs
have a fee, some are free, and most require pre-
registration. Detailed information is in the
monthly newsletter or at the senior center. Ex-
ercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 9
am.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration
required, suggested donation is $3.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via
Zoom; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Yoga, 10:15-
11:15 a.m.; Mindful Meditation, twice per
month, 11:25 a.m.-noon (call for dates) Movie
Monday (twice per month - call for date and
title). Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta
(cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamping, 1-2:15
p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via
Zoom; Yoga, first and third Wednesdays of the
month, 10:15-11:15 a.m; RHAM Bingo, the third
Wednesday of each month from 2:30-4 p.m.,
from October through May. Thursdays: Massage,
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45
a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.
Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m.; Fun with
Stitches Open Quilting Group & Created to Cre-
ate Open Arts Group, 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Honor Roll

The following local residents made the honor
roll at Howell Cheney Technical High School in
Manchester, for the second quarter of the 2023-
24 school year:

Amston: Damien Ashner Mader, grade 10,
who made High Honors; Evan Shamber, grade
10, who made Honors.

Hebron: Mohamed Camara, grade 9, who
made Honors; Janeidy DeLaCruz, grade 11,
who made Honors.
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To take advantage of this great opportunity
to promote your business in The Glastonbury Citizen’s

Spring Home & Garden Guide
call Lisa at 860-937-7391 or email lisa@glcitizen.com

Rivereast News Bulletin advertisers can call
Jason at 860-633-4691 x231 or email jason@glcitizen.com
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Obituaries
East Hampton after receiving a heart transplant on Valentines  Middletown UVliIHO; sister _lin_'laW) NaECY N}ellrSiS of Bristol; as
. Day in 2012. . well as several nieces and nephews.
Lennus Augustus Hinds Lennus was a warrior, battling many medical Nich(};alsldEOlg:n}l;tacannata Sr. He was predeceased by a brother, Louis Can-

Lennus Augustus “Ed-

mund” Hinds, resident
of East Hampton, passed
away Wednesday, Feb. 21,
after a heroic battle with
cancer.

He is survived by
the loves of his life: his
wife,Judy Konow-Hinds;
three children, Liana
Hinds, Aria Hinds and Ja-
coby Hinds; and siblings,
Michael Flanders, Annette Tia Okwee, Judy
Hinds, Eric Hinds, Errol Hinds, Joanne Hinds,
and Wendy Quintall Wellington; as well as sev-
eral nieces, nephews, cousins, close friends, and
bountiful loved ones.

Lennus was predeceased by his parents, Au-
gustus Hinds and Lucy Butler Hinds. His wis-
dom, kindness and influence live on in the leg-
acy that he has bestowed upon all whom he has
loved and cherished in this lifetime.

Lennus was truly a jack of all trades who
possessed an expansive breadth of knowledge
including soccer, politics, cooking, music, mar-
tial arts, science, gardening, beekeeping, and
everything in between. It is virtually impossible
to effectively encapsulate the profound impact
that Lennus has had in this world. He grew up
in Trinidad and Tobago; he loved to travel to
other countries and learn various cultures. Len-
nus’s roots had a significant influence on his
life, as evidenced in his hobby to grow a variety
of Trinidadian vegetables and herbs, cooking
a multitude of cultural dishes, and playing the
steel drums.

Lennus had an immense love and talent for
soccer. Even while saving lives as a firefighter,
Lennus continued to play soccer in Trinidad
and Tobago. Later, as a coach to countless chil-
dren including his own three, he effortlessly
showcased nothing but calm encouragement
and educational advice. Lennus motivated play-
ers to accomplish goals for decades beyond the
soccer fields.

Lennus had an unquenchable thirst for
knowledge throughout his entire life. His pur-
suit of continued education brought him to the
U.S.A. to earn an associate’s degree in computer
science; later, he obtained a Bachelor’s of Science
degree in nursing. As a registered nurse, Lennus
touched countless lives with the immense kind-
ness and impeccable care that he would provide
to every patient.

Despite these many accomplishments, there
was no greater pride and love than Lennus’s
children. Lennus worked tirelessly to grant his
children guidance and love, supporting their ev-
ery ambition. He was a loving husband who was
determined to make every day of his life count

challenges with calm courage and tenacity. He
was a father, husband, brother, son, friend, un-
cle, cousin, and mentor who metamorphosized
everyone who had the honor of speaking to
him. His rich quest for knowledge and commit-
ment to goals are radiated by his three beloved
children as they continue to make the world a
brighter place.

A funeral service will be held Saturday, March
2, at 10 a.m., at St. John Fisher Church, 30 Jones
Hollow Rd., Marlborough. This Mass will be
followed by a Celebration of Life at Chateau le
Gari, 303 South Main St., Marlborough.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating
to Lennus’s children’s college fund: www.go-
fundme.com/f/lennus-edmund-hindsa-legacy-
of-love-and-learning.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton

Judith Frances Skinner

Judith Frances (Salo- .
nia) Skinner, 78, of East
Hampton, beloved wife
of the late Wayne Skinner,
passed away Friday, Feb.
16, at Midstate Medical
Center in Meriden. Born
Oct. 30, 1945, in Middle-
town, she was the beloved
daughter of the late Sebas-
tian and Lucy (Gallitto)
Salonia. :

Judie grew up in Middletown but lived most
of her life in East Hampton. She had worked as
a bookkeeper for Cobalt Lodge until her retire-
ment.

She is survived by her sons, Mark Skinner and
his wife Nina of Glastonbury, and Todd Skinner
of Cromwell. She is also survived by her beloved
sister, Mary Lou Drewry and husband Robert
of East Hampton; sisters-in-law, Doreen Benoit
and Donna Mitchell; and her two grandchil-
dren, Sarah and Ryan Skinner. She also leaves
her very special nieces, great nieces and great
nephew.

She was predeceased by her husband, Wayne,
and her son, Michael.

A funeral liturgy was celebrated Thursday,
Feb. 29, in St. Sebastian Church in Middletown,
followed by burial in Connecticut State Veter-
ans Cemetery in Middletown.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association at www.
alz.org.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide
full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail.

Sl |

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone

We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

RE3-17-23

Sr., 95, of Middletown,
husband of the late Vio-
let (Narsis) Cannata.,
died Sunday, Feb. 25, at
his home. He was born in
Middletown, son of the
late Sebastian and Anna
(Massella) Cannata.

A veteran of the Korean | 4
War, Nick served with the :
U.S. Army. Prior to his retirement, he was As-
sistant Vice President at Liberty Bank.

Nicholas is survived by his sons, Nicholas L.
Cannata, Jr., and his wife Denise (Petruck) of
Middletown, Steven M. Cannata and his wife
Erin (Buckley) of Marlborough; three grand-
children, Heather D’Aloisio and her husband
Anson of Riverside, Calif., Julie Uvino and her
husband Dominic of Meriden, and Nicholas R.
Cannata of Marlborough; four great-grandchil-
dren, Allie and Theo D’Aloisio, Owen and Cody

nata; and his sisters, Angelina Rascati and Marie
Caskey.

Nick enjoyed being with family, watching
UConn basketball and the Yankees. He espe-
cially loved going to his grandchildren’s sports
events, whether it was volleyball, diving or base-
ball.

Funeral services will be held Monday, March
4, at 1 p.m.,, at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St.,
Middletown. Burial with military honors will be
held at the State Veterans Cemetery following
the funeral. Family and friends may gather prior
to the service on Monday, March 4, from noon-
1 p.m., at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to the Middlesex Hospice Care program. Please
go to https://middlesexhealth.org/donate/hos-
pice-donation-form.

Biega Funeral Home has care of the arrange-
ments. To share memories or express condo-
lences online, please visit www.biegafuneral-
home.com.
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Standout Athletes
of the Week

By Josh Howard

Here are the Rivereast Standouts of the Week
for the week of Feb. 12 - 18:

Morganne Pineda - Portland High School
(Basketball): Pineda was selected All-Shoreline
Conference (SLC) Honorable Mention after
averaging 10 points per game to lead the High-
landers in scoring this season. Pineda, a junior,
also posted 37 rebounds and 22 blocks this win-
ter as her playmaking on both ends of the court
during the second half of the season helped
Portland win a pair of games down the stretch.

Dani Poudrier - RHAM High School
(Cheerleading): Poudier was named to the
Class M All-State Team, becoming only the sec-
ond cheerleader in the history of the program
to achieve the accomplishment. Along with her
individual accolades, Poudier helped the Rap-
tors win a third straight Central Connecticut
Conference (CCC) East championship on Feb.
17 and a first-place finish in the NECA Varsity
Advanced Division on Feb. 24.

Dante Colella - Bacon Academy (Wres-
tling): Colella, a senior who wrestles at 175-1bs.,

placed fourth at the State Open on Feb. 23 and
24 at the Floyd Athletic Center in New Haven.
Colellas State Open success came on the heels
of a third place showing at the Class S champi-
onship a week earlier where he won a decision
(10-8) over Jordan Delmonico of Montville to
secure a spot on the podium.

Liana Salamone and Jackie Russell - East
Hampton High School (Basketball): Salamone
and Russell combined to score nearly 70% of
East Hampton’s points as the Bellringers won a
fifth straight Shoreline Conference (SLC) cham-
pionship, defeating Morgan 62-44 on Feb. 16.
Salamone, a junior, netted 26 points and Russell,
a junior, added 17 as East Hampton remained
perfect on the season, winning every regular
season game and three more in the SLC tour-
ney to improve to 23-0 overall entering the state
tournament.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week or to offer sports-related comments, email
joshhowardsports@gmail.com.

Weir Announces Reelection Bid

State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) recently an-
nounced that he will seek reelection to a second
term in the state legislature.

The 55th House District includes Andover,
Bolton, Glastonbury, Hebron and Marlborough.

“It is a tremendous honor to represent the
hardworking people of the 55th district,” said
Weir, a Hebron resident. “In my short time serv-
ing in the legislature, I've demonstrated an abil-
ity to listen to different perspectives, and work
in a bipartisan fashion when possible.”

If reelected, Weir said he will “continue to
work for the best interests of the people of the
district. Our business and economic climates
lag behind much of the rest of the country. Our
residents are burdened with high costs across
the board, including energy, where our electrical
rates are the highest in the lower 48 states. Our
government spending and bad policies are the
primary contributor to this burden placed on our
residents. I will continue to bring these items
to light as I work to make Connecticut a better
place to live, work, raise a family, and retire””

Weir added, “T'm thankful to have the trust
of the voters of the 55th district, and I look for-
ward to keeping that trust in 2024”

In the legislature, Weir serves on the Higher

Education & Housing committees, and is the
Republican ranking member on the Labor and
Public Employees committee. Weir is a small
business owner and former police officer. Weir
has been a staunch supporter of small business
initiatives.

Weir and his wife have lived in Hebron for 24
years, where they have raised their three girls
and now their exchange student. Weir and his
family operate the Gilead Hill Farm, are a home
to foster dogs and dozens of chickens, and are
active members of the community.

Carl Guild
Scholarships Available

Carl Guild and Associates has announced its
community scholarship program for local high
school seniors entering college in the fall.

There are six $1,000 scholarships given, one
each in East Hampton, Portland, Colchester,
East Haddam, Glastonbury and the RHAM dis-
trict. There are no restrictions or qualifications;
all local seniors can apply.

Deadline to apply is April 1. Visit www.
carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your school’s
guidance counselor for an application.

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast
News Bulletin will make every effort to see
that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisherassumes no liability or financial
responsibility for typographical errors in
advertising, but will reprint, without charge,
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of
the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no
way exceed the amount of the charge for the
space occupied by theitem in error, and then
onlyfor the first incorrect insertion. Also, the
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and
address of the person or persons responsible
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads.
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the
right to reject advertisements which it
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy
and propriety of all ads for the protection of
our readers. The Citizen wil take requests
for specific placement of ads and will try
to accommodate everyone’s requests. Jhe
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

MONUMENT
Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service
Since 1982
-Cleaning -Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering
-Custom Sandblast
-Pet Markers -Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,

Colchester
located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call
860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more
than a family can afford.”.
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RHAM Wrestling’s Season of Redemption

By Josh Howard

What a difference a year can make.

After a controversial ruling cost the wrestling
team at RHAM High School a state champion-
ship last February, the Raptors used the disap-
pointment as motivation during the team’s re-
venge tour this winter, culminating with a Class
M state championship triumph at Guilford
High School on Feb. 17.

A trio of seniors led the way by winning in-
dividual state titles for a Raptors squad that
scored 211 total team points, holding off-run-
ner up Berlin (207.5) and 27 other schools to
capture the program’s first state championship
in 22 years.

Despite having to wait a year to officially hoist
the trophy, RHAM head coach Ryan Fitch said
the championship is better late than never.

Since Fitch took over the program in 2008,
the team begins each practice and meet by say-
ing “for the team” and this year it had a little
more meaning.

“We coach to help build programs, but you
also want to win in the end and the team wins
always mean more,” noted Fitch.

Senior captains, Ben Fournier, Kyle Currier
and Gavin Plourde each took home state titles
in their respective weight brackets. Fitch called
the three captains “the backbone of the team.”

Fournier won a decision (6-0) over Matt Bray
in the 106-1bs. title match, winning his weight
class for the second straight season. A year ago,
he defeated Cesar Rodriguez of Meriden to win
his first state title.

Eyeing back-to-back individual champion-
ships, Fournier said he came into the season
laser focused on both repeating and getting re-
demption as a program.

“We wanted to get that team banner;” added
Fournier. “We had pressure to perform, but we
all knew what we were capable of if we stuck to-
gether”

After placing third a season ago, Currier
closed the gap this season by winning a decision
(9-3) over Elijah Fagon of Avon in the 132-Ibs.
championship bout.

“Its been my goal since I was in middle

Free Movie Screening

of Screenagers

AHM Youth & Family Services will show
the 63-minute documentary Screenagers: Next
Chapter on Tuesday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m.

This documentary explores the impact of
social media and screen time and how it may
impact our teens mental health. Parents will
leave with strategies to help their children. This
documentary was created for parents and their
children in grades 6-12 to watch together.

RSVP to Jenn Boehler at jenniferb@ahmy-
outh.org. Classic movie-style popcorn will be
available for all.

school. I wanted my name on one of those ban-
ners in the gym, so to get it was really special for
me,” explained Currier.

Plourde’s journey to the top of his bracket was
a little extra special. During the second day of
the two-day tourney, he registered his 100th ca-
reer win by beating Antonios Aspras of Foran in
the semifinal match before winning a decision
(14-7) over Danny Carrozza of Brookfield to
wrap up the 138-1bs. championship.

“I knew if I achieved my goal of winning
states I would get my 100th win, but it was cool
to have it all in one day;” recalled Plourde, who
finished fourth a year ago.

All three championship captains said the in-
dividual wins were sweet, yet the idea of erasing
the disappointment of last season and going out
as state champions as a team trumped it all.

“We all had to put in the hard work because
we knew we needed everybody to win it,” stated
Fournier.

Last February, the Raptors finished in second
place after the team was deducted a point for a
uniform violation immediately after RHAM se-
nior Michael Marques pinned his opponent to
secure enough points for the Raptors to win the
state championship.

The referee penalized the Raptors because
one of the team’s wrestlers had shoulder straps
down during the championship celebration, cit-
ing Rule 7, Section 5, Article 2 of the National
Federation of State High School (NFHS) Asso-
ciation rulebook which states “Unsportsman-
like Conduct involves failure to keep shoulder
straps up while on the mat and failure to comply
with end-of-match procedure”

So instead of winning the state title by half a
point, the dejected Raptors lost by half a point
(196.5-196) to Avon, who took home the 2023
Class M trophy.

The ruling sparked a major controversy state-
wide and, at the time, Fitch called the ruling a
“pretty outrageous call”

Despite the setback, Plourde said it fueled the
returning wrestlers.

“We dwelled on it all the way until states,”
added Plourde. “Every tournament we went to

Project Graduation
AHM Youth & Family Services coordinates
Project Graduation for RHAM High School and
said it would like parents of the junior and se-
nior class to attend upcoming meetings to learn
what is planned and to help with details.
Meetings will be held Wednesdays, March
6, April 3 and May 1, from 6:30-7:15 p.m., via
Zoom. Zoom meeting information is located on
the AHM Project Graduation webpage, www.
ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/project-
graduation.
Direct questions to Jennifer Boehler, AHM
Project Graduation coordinator, at 860-228-
9488 ext. 22 or jenniferb@ahmyouth.org.

e Contact Lenses
¢ Children's Vision

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306

Dr. Steven Rafalowsky

Optometrist
6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

* Eye Exams
* Fashion Eyewear
e Laser Surgery Consultation

Participating Provider of:
« Aetna Health Plan ¢ Blue Cross ¢ Cigna Health Plan « Connecticare

* United Health Care * Oxford « Medicare * Medicaid ¢ TriCare and more
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.

“BOARD CERTIFIED” Podiatrist — Foot Specialist
Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna
Participating Provider.

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical loa Surgical Treatment of the Foot

* Sports Medicine ® Geriatric Foot Care ® Diabetic Foot Care ® Arthritic Feet
¢ Skin Conditions ® Flat Feet ® Heel Pain ¢ Fractures/Dislocations ¢ Sprains/Strains
* Bunions ®* Hammertoes ® Infections ® Fungus Nails ¢ Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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RHAM High School wrestling won a state championship for the first time since 2002.
Along with bringing home the Class M title as a team, the Raptors had three senior
captains win individual state championships.

we would hear jokes about keeping straps up,
even from refs. We joked about it too, but we
used it as motivation.”

Currier added that the individual and state
titles were “a closing to the long journey that
we've embarked on together”

All told, the Raptors had a total of eight
wrestlers place in the top-six in their respective
weight classes, with a pair of sophomore wres-
tlers winning third-place matches.

Landon Roy won a decision (7-6) over Dante
Bilskis of Guilford to earn a spot on the 120-Ibs.
podium and Nolan Plourde won a decision (6-
5) to secure third in the 165-1bs. bracket.

In the 215-1bs. bracket, junior Thiago Dela-
cruz pinned Rio Fernandez of Bristol to win the
fifth-place match, while freshman Miles Yorio
placed sixth in the 113-Ibs. bracket and senior
Boone Swanson capped his high school career
by placing sixth in the 175-lbs bracket.

Prior to the victory, the last time RHAM of-
ficially won a Class M title was in 2002 when
they held off runner-up Killingly to capture the
program’s first state title.

After coaching several wrestlers to individual
state titles over the years, Fitch said it rewarding
to see the team finally get over the hump.

“You can have as many individual state
champs as possible, but to me the team state

championship is the cream of the crop” added
Fitch, who picked up his 300th coaching win
following the team’s win over Foran on Jan. 27.

Fitch added that it was an entire team effort,
crediting his coaching staff.

Following the state championship triumph,
the qualifying wrestlers competed at the State
Open at the Floyd Athletic Center in New Ha-
ven where Fournier placed third overall on Feb.
24,

Graduating three individual state champions,
along with three other seniors, will leave a huge
void for Fitch, who said they have “meant the
world” in helping rebuild the program.

The departing wrestlers entered high school
in 2020 when the pandemic wiped away the
wrestling season. Following that COVID can-
cellation, the team has won over 90% of their
meets over the last three years.

“It’s a testament to them; they worked their
tails off,” stated Fitch. “Honestly, I think if we
didn’t have that COVID year, wed be talking
about a three-peat”

Along with helping hang a state champion-
ship banner on the wall, the captains are proud
to be leaving the program in good hands.

“Not only is it special for us, but it serves as
an inspiration for the people that we captained,”
added Currier.

Alumni Benefit Event

There will be an Alumni Benefit Event for
RHAM Scholarships and Project Graduation
Saturday, May 11, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron - featuring music by the
Rockin’ HeartBeats.

This event is hosted by RHAM Alumni with
the proceeds to provide scholarships to RHAM
seniors and to benefit RHAM Project Gradua-
tion.

Tickets are $20 per person (early bird price)
until today, March 1; after that, tickets are $25.
Blackledge Country Club will serve flatbreads,
pastas and snacks, and a cash bar also will also

- HEALTHCARE *

be available. There will be a raffle of many great
items.

A limited number of tickets will be sold, all
in advance, none will be available at the door.
Tickets can be purchased by cash or check only.

Checks should be made out to RHAM Alum-
ni Benefit.

Raffle prizes are always welcome.

Further information and tickets are available
from committee members Bob at 860-558-5823
or 860-228-3388, Lynn at 860-416-1575, or
John at 860-295-8484.
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Better Dental

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

A Practice For

55

Optimal Dental Fitness

HEALTH

eliminate pain.

TOOTH SENSITIVITIES

Tooth sensitivity is usually experienced after eating or drinking something cold
or hot. This discomfort occurs with varying degrees of severity. Patients with tooth
sensitivity often also have pain while brushing or flossing, so its imperative to find
the cause and begin treatment. Experiencing pain while brushing or flossing may
lead to diminished dental hygiene, which can then escalate and trigger further dental
problems such as gum disease and cavities. Tooth sensitivity can be minor or indicate
a serious dental problem, so patients with any sensitivity to cold or hot should speak
with their dental professional immediately. A thorough dental examination will assist
in determining the underlying cause and indicate the most appropriate treatment to

Dental pain of any kind is the body’s way of signaling that something is wrong. When
you ignore the pain, however, you also ignore the underlying problem, and relief slips
farther and farther away. Be smart! For excellence in dental care from a caring staff
committed to your comfort, well-being, and sunny smile, call us for an appointment.
Emergencies are also welcome at our full-service, state-of-the-art dental office.

PS. Dental sensitivity has been described as a sharp stabbing pain or sensations of
pins and needles, followed by throbbing pain.

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge ¢« 142 East High Street « East Hampton, CT 06424
860-267-6666 » www.DrMantikas.com
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* Affordable Homes cont. from page 1

old, equating to $94,000 and $70,000. The devel-
opments would also include units based on the
current market price.

At the moment, Hughes said the town is
hovering around 2% of its units being afford-
able. The town, he added, has adopted zoning
language that requires 10% of units in every
new development to be affordable; they’re typi-
cally split evenly between the 80%-income and
60%-income units.

Hughes provided statistics that outlined the
housing problem in Marlborough, a reality that
many audience members most likely found re-
latable. He said 83% of houses in town have 3-4
bedrooms, and 68% of families in town don't
have children; 92% of units are single-family.

“If you want to downsize in Marlborough,
it’s called ‘leave, because there is no choice for
downsizing,” Hughes said.

The overall goal, he explained, is to create
more opportunities in town.

“It’s not about changing the radical nature of
a town,” he said. “It’s just giving opportunity for
housing and housing choice. And that brings vi-
brancy to a community.”

As the median income in town has risen by
40% over the past 10 years, the cost of local
housing has increased 120%, Hughes added.

There are developments that will likely pop
up in the community within the next year.
Hughes said a 96-unit apartment development
would possibly begin construction as early as
the fall; 10 will be affordable housing units.
Then, out 48 condominiums coming to town,
5 will be affordable units. And an additional 24
units may also be developed in the future, with 3
being affordable. Overall, those projects would
bring the town’s affordable housing percentage
up to around 3.5%.

‘Untenable’ Situation

“We do have this affordable housing crisis in
Connecticut,” Boggs said during her presenta-
tion. “We are one of the least housing affordable
states in the nation”

There was some pushback during the forum
regarding the Housing Choice Voucher program
that’s provided through the federal government
to assist low-income families with safe and affable
housing in the private market.

“Just because people of lesser economic status
move into your town, doesnt mean your crime
goes up,” Hughes expressed.

Boggs added that when mixed-income hous-
ing is added to moderate- to high-income com-
munities, “There are not issues”

“Crime does not go up,” she said. “Property
taxes do not go down”

During her presentation, Boggs included a seg-
ment on “righting the wrongs of the past,” which

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At the February 22, 2024 regular meeting, the following action
was taken:

APPROVED - Application #23-01: 6 Breezy Corners Road.
Request for a variance from Zoning Regulation Table 4.2.1
for the front yard setback to allow construction of a shed 30

ft from the property line were 75 is required. Application and
property of Gail Brochu. Assessor’s Map 16, Lot 2-4. Zone
RR

Dafed in Portland, CT. this 28th Day of February 2024
Joan Giesemann, Chairwoman

Zoning Board of Appeals
1TB 3/1

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following
Public Hearing Thursday, March 7, 2024, at 7:00 PM at the
Senior Center, 17 School Drive.

APPLICATION #Z-01-24 - 138 Flood Rd (Applicant) Mat-
thew Chojnicki (Property Owner) Construction of acces-
sory building greater than 50% of living area
APPLICATION #Z-02-24 - 25 South Main St (Applicant) 96
apartments on South Main St and Johnson Rd

Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Depart-
ment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.

ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB 2/23, 3/1

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Wednesday, March 13, 2024, at 7:00 P.M.
in the Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive.
APPLICATION #ZBA-01-24 — Peggy Sue Smigel (Applicant/
Property Owner) 133 Saner Road - is seeking variance of Article
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Confor-
mity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot
Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum
Required Yards, Article Six D. 2a Front Yard Setback, in order
to construct a 24’ x 24’ garage with a Front Yard Setback of 33
feet where 50 feet is required.

Interested parties can review the application materials in the
Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall hours.
Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours ahead of the

public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.net, and oral

testimony may be given during the public hearing. 75 31, 38

addressed racial covenants that impacted com-
munities historically. For example, she pointed
to a 1940 development in West Hartford whose
property deed stated that only white individuals
shall occupy the building.

When the topic came up during the questions
portion of the forum, one audience member in-
terjected, “That was then, this is now.”

In his remarks, Bailey conveyed that diversity
was seemingly inevitable; the non-white popula-
tion was increasing. In general, he said the char-
acter of the community will no be impacted by
shifts in demographics.

“We can accommodate more people with-
out changing the things that we love about our
towns,” he said, adding later that kids are now
entering a more diverse world. “It behooves us to
have people raised from a young age surrounded
by people with different backgrounds.”

Therefore, he continued, it’s not a “culture
shock” once they leave.

Bailey addressed other fears, such as associated
tax increases with new developments. He said
in Marlborough, school enrollment has steadily
dropped over the last 10 years, falling from 605
students to 450. Even if there was an influx of new
children in town, the system would not be over-
whelmed, he contended.

Instead, Bailey argued that new housing op-
tions would result in fresh economic benefits as
people spend more money in town, and the local
government collects more tax revenue.

“If it’s done right, it can create a virtuous circle
where the growth really helps the local economy;”
he said.

With 92% of the land being used for single
family homes, “it limits your interactions with
the outside world and it can really lead to a se-
rious increase in social isolation.” Bailey empha-
sized that walkability was an important aspect
linked with new developments.

In considering numerous factors, including es-
calating costs that prevent children from moving
back to Marlborough — a scenario some audi-
ence members described — it was time to take
further action, Bailey said.

“The situation as it exists now, that’s what's re-
ally untenable,” Bailey said.

Nicholas Hale, an alternate on the Zoning Com-
mission, alerted the audience that the state may
pass legislation mandating a certain amount of
new units per year, or that goes around local zon-
ing regulations. He recommended that the town
stay ahead of that, perhaps by taking the initiative
of reaching out to developers it knows and trusts.

During his followup interview, Hughes agreed,
expressing that the community would likely be
penalized by the state in the future if it doesn’t
follow through with new developments.

“The town’s gonna hit with a big stick,” he said.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

At the regular meeting of the East Hampton Town Council
held Tuesday, February 27, 2024, amendments to the Code
of the Town of East Hampton for Chapter 273 Regarding
Streets and Sidewalks Concerning Excavation of Streets;
Traffic and Site Safety to increase safety measures on work
sites on main roads in the community were adopted. The
ordinance is available in the Office of the East Hampton Town
Clerk and shall take effect 20 days after publication.
EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman
Karen Wanat, Vice Chairperson
Deborah Cunningham

Timothy Feegel

Richard Knotek

Jack Solomon

Jordan Werme

1TB 3/1

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing at a Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, 2024, at
7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting Platform,
on the following:

1. Petition 2024-03 - Petition of John A. Bond, Jr. for a Special

Permit to install a temporary storage structure in accordance

with 2.D.11.3 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations on premise

located at Parcel #35-15 East Street, Residence-1 District

2. Petition 2023-10 - Petition of Roderic A. McCorrison to cre-

ate a five (5) lot resubdivision of a 26.98-acre split lot owned by

David G. Ellenberg, Parcel #12-18 Church Street Neighborhood

Commercial and Residence-1 Districts

3. Petition 2024-01 and 2024-02 - Petitions of Town of Hebron

(Special Permit & Site Plan) to construct a pedestrian bridge

and sidewalk connection between the Douglas Library of

Hebron and Pendleton Drive. Application is filed pursuant to

Sections 3.A.3.4.1 and 3.B.2.5.1 of the Hebron Zoning Regula-

tions, Hebron Green and Main Street Districts

Planning and Zoning Commission
Mar 12, 2024, 7:00-10:00 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/719054749
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 719-054-749
United States: +1 (312) 757-3121
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 27th day of February 2024.
Frank Zitkus, Chair

2TB 3/1, 3/8

* Colchester Athletic Complex cont. from page 1

warned that if the project were delayed, hed ex-
pect a 3-5% escalation cost. And over the past
three years, Hulk asserted that costs have jumped
anywhere from 10-20% due to inflationary pres-
sures, which would equate to a $750,000-$1.5
million increase with this proposal.

Superintendent of Schools Daniel Sullivan III
said during an interview following the presenta-
tion that the condition of the athletic complex
has been a growing concern that residents have
been asking about, motivating him to make the
initial inquiry with FieldTurf.

“To me, first of all, it’s a big-ticket item, so
is the community willing to make that type of
investment?” Sullivan expressed. “I think the
whole thing is exciting for families and kids, but
I realize that we're at the beginning of this, not
the end”

FieldTurf’s proposal came after school district
officials had previously identified significant is-
sues at the complex, including with drainage,
which results in up to 10 outdoor practices being
canceled during both the fall and spring sports
seasons.

Accordingly, both of the high school’s lacrosse
and football programs have rented space at a fa-
cility in Montville to allow early-season practices
to take place on schedule. Over the past decade,
numerous games, state tournament contests or
“senior night” events have been relocated to al-
ternative sites in neighboring towns.

Prior to FieldTurf’s pitch last week, the Board
of Education’s Pride and Purpose Facilities Com-
mittee — which is comprised of volunteers from
the school board, administration and commu-
nity — recommended that the BOE commit to a
long-term funding cycle to address the district’s
capital needs.

Including its list of highest priorities, the com-
mittee pinpointed the athletic field renovations
and replacing the Bacon Academy roof — ear-
marked at $4 million.

“I think the Board of Education has to decide
what are their priorities,” Sullivan said. “Is it the
outdoor athletic complex? Is it the roof? How
do we fund these things and how does that fit
in with our overall priorities because we need to
make sure that we maintain our educational pro-
grams while also addressing facility needs”

Sullivan added, “There’s no simple answer but
I think a lot of decisions will be made between
now and April 1 when this goes to the Board
of Finance as to what the priorities are, how we
navigate those priorities, and where it all goes”

When asked if any amount of funding relat-
ing to renovating the complex could potentially
be included in the 2024-25 fiscal year budget, the
school chief said “that’s one of the things we have
to decide”

Presentation Details

The proposal outlined by Hulk and Andrew
Dyjak, a regional vice president at FieldTurf,
would drastically modify the complex which has
largely stayed the same since the high school was
originally built over 30 years ago.

FieldTurf would install synthetic turf at the
main stadium field and the baseball field. It
would also renovate the tennis courts, which are
currently closed due their unsafe condition. The
softball field would be rebuilt with natural grass,
but would receive upgrades to its draining sys-
tem. The company also proposed a variety of fea-
tures, such as new dugouts, walkways, and lights
— an item the current complex doesn’t have.

The lifespans of the turf fields would likely be
12-15 years, they said, but exceeding that range
is not unheard of as well. During a follow-up
interview, Dyjak said that the foundation that’s
installed “lasts a generation.

“You're building a 100-year infrastructure,” he
explained, adding that the actual synthetic turf
would need to be replaced sooner. At the cost
of roughly $5 a square foot, the district would
potentially be looking at replacing the turf at
the main stadium field in 15 years for around
$500,000, and an additional $750,000 for the
baseball field turf.

TurfField would provide a groomer and
sweeper to help maintain the fields. The com-
pany would be provide any necessary training

for the equipment, but they indicated those tasks
would only need to be performed once a month,
at most.

Hulk explained how the actual infrastructure
would would function, and essentially solve the
current drainage problems. The top layer of soil
would be removed, he said, and a new collection
pipe would be installed around the field. Then
the turf goes on top of roughly eight inches of
crushed stone, known as a dynamic stone base.
As water filters through the turf and through the
stone base, Hulk explained that there is a “vol-
ume of voids” designed to accommodate up to a
“100-year storm” increase in volume.

“If you're in a deluge of rain, you might see a
little bit of flooding for 10 minutes or so, then it'll
go right away;” Hulk told the board.

Sullivan asked what installing and maintaining
a new natural grass field would entail, if the dis-
trict and town preferred that option rather than
turf. Hulk expressed that an “extensive amount of
work” would be required to adequately upgrade
the grass fields, including drainage improve-
ments. He indicated that a quality grass field
would likely cost around $900,000 to $1 million.
Then afterwards, he added, the sports teams ide-
ally should not play on the field for a full season
to allow it to grow properly.

Hulk added that while turf fields require a
larger upfront payment, their “cost per-hour of
use of play” is significantly lower than with grass
fields because they can be accessed more fre-
quently by teams and the community.

Hulk briefly addressed the safety of synthetic
turf — a topic that has recently generated nation-
al debate. He pointed to several studies, which
FieldTurf provides on its website, that support
his claim that turf was a better overall option
than natural grass.

“It’s just going to be safer;” he said.

FieldTurf recommended the town go through
the Capitol Region Education Council (CREC)
Co-Op, which would allow it to receive pre-ne-
gotiated pricing and avoid the typical municipal
bid process.

“There’s a lot of back-and-forth in play in there
versus if you were to go the design-bid-build route
where you're hiring a designer and putting out the
plans to bid,” Hulk said. “You lose a lot of the abil-
ity to pick and chose what you want. You're kind
of bound by what comes in as the low bid”

In his interview, Dyjak said the co-op “em-
powers the owner”

“It controls the process through an already
established bid that the state of Connecticut has
already vetted,” he said. “If there’s a problem,
you have to call me to come and fix it. Theres
fields that have been closed in Connecticut for
multiple years because design and construction
issues, and nobody wants to take ownership. We
take ownership”

When asked if committing to the co-op
would limit the town’s options as it weighs a po-
tentially massive renovation, Dyjak said, “No, it
increases it”

“When you do a local, public bid, you're only
getting like 20 to 30 percent of our portfolio,” he
said. “The reason for that is that we're not going
to offer a higher-end system that’s going to last
15 years versus somebody else’s that’s going to
last 8 years. We can’t do it. So, wed always offer
the lower-end system. So it actually increases
the portfolio of what the owner can ask for”

Sullivan added, “We could talk to other com-
panies, but the price wouldn’t change” He noted
that FieldTurf has served numerous Division
One college programs and professional teams:
“Why would we pick somebody different?”

If the project was ultimately approved, con-
struction would begin almost immediately.
Both Hulk and Dyjak said the next steps would
include getting zoning approvals for the final
designs.

But once the go-ahead is granted, perhaps
through a townwide referendum, the installa-
tion would take about three months. If the ref-
erendum occurred on June 1, Hulk explained,
theyd be working ahead of time to make sure
they could be on site the next day, and by Sept.
1, the installation would be complete.

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

The East Hampton Planning and Zoning Commission will hold
a regular meeting on March 6, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town
Hall and via ZOOM Virtual Meeting to consider the following:
PZC-23-015: Text Amendment regarding Accessory Uses to
Agriculture per Sec. 8.4.C.
PZC-24-003 Theodore Hintz Jr., 46 Keighley Pond Rd.,
Special Permit for Lighting for horse rink in R2 Zone. Map
01C/ Block 10/ Lot 11.
Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
Note* any question re: Applications and Maps are on file in the
Land Use Office 860 267-7450.

2TB 2/23,3/1

LIQUOR PERMIT
Notice of Application
This is to give notice that I,

Matthew Carroll, 6 Ridgeview Rd, Portland, CT 06480-4015
Have filed an application placarded 02/22/2024 with the
Department of Consumer Protection
for a RESTAURANT LIQUOR PERMIT for the sale of
alcoholic liquor on the premises at
JESSICAS DESIGNED LANDSCAPES LLC
87 Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
The business will be owned by:

Jessicas Designed Landscaping lic
Entertainment will consist of: No Live Entertainment
Objections must be filed by: 04-04-2024
Visit: https://portal.ct.gov/iremonstrance for more information

JESSICAS DESIGNED LANDSCAPES LLC
218 2/23, 3/1
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LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
Health and Medical Insurance Consortium

Notice is hereby given that a copy of the Regional School
District 8 Health and Medical Insurance Consortium Annual
Financial Report for the year ending June 30, 2023, is on file in
the Town Clerk’s Office, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut.

Francesca Villani
Hebron Town Clerk

Dated at Hebron, CT this 22nd day of February 2024

1TB 3/1

INVITATION TO BID
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TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At its Regular Meeting of February 21, 2024 the Colchester Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission made the following decision:

PZC 2024-001 of Lake Hayward Properties, LLC (Applicant)

— Proposed Amendments to Sections 4.3.3 and 4.5 of the Town
of Colchester Land Development (Zoning) Regulations relating
to multi-family residential use in the Suburban Use (SU) District.
APPROVED WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF 3/18/24.
Planning & Zoning Commission

Joseph Mathieu, Chairman

1TB 3/1

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF ACTION
TOWN OF ANDOVER
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

ACTION TAKEN - The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals took
the following action at their regular meeting held February 21,
2024:

Approved — The Application of Tower Generators, Property of
Donald & Lisa Roser, 241 Lake Road. Relief granted so as to
reduce the side yard setback from 15'to 9’ so as to allow for the
placement of an electrical generator, concrete pad and associ-
ated mechanical work.

Please direct any questions to 860.742.7305, ext. 4220.

handicap ramp.

Thursday, March 21,2024.

The St. Joseph'’s Polish Society located at 395 South Main
Street in Colchester, CT., a C-7 non-profit corporation, is seek-
ing bids for the removal and replacement of the vinyl siding

on the entire building. Also included in the scope of work is

a small closet addition, the enclosure of the hall entry, a new
window and door and the installation of an ADA compliant

Plans and specifications can be obtained at the St. Joseph's
Polish Club located at 395 South Main St., Colchester from
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday or you can contact
the Polish Club via email at: stjoespolishclub@aol.com.

A pre-bid conference will be held on Wednesday, March 6,
2024, at 10:00 a.m. at the site. Bids are due by 2:00 p.m. on

2TB 2/23, 3/1

The Marlborough Conservation Commission will hold the fol-
lowing Public Hearing on Monday, March 4, 2024, at 7:00 PM
at the Senior Center, 17 School Drive.

APPLICATION - #11-23 - Town of Marlborough (Applicant)
Hodge Road culvert replacement

APPLICATION - #12-23 — Town of Marlborough (Applicant)
South Main Street Reconstruction Phase 3 — 154 South Main
Street to Exit 15 on Ramp

APPLICATION - #02-24 - Greylock Property Group, LLC (Ap-
plicant) 48 Unit Multi-Family Development

Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and writ-
ten testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Department
at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.

YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 3/1

EMPLOYMENT &

PART-TIME POSITION:
Available in a team ori-
ented Family Dental Of-
fice in Portland, CT. This
position offers approx.
22 hours per week. The
office is open Mon, Tues,
Thurs and some Fri.
The position's workdays
and hours are flexible.
No dental experience
needed. No specific qual-
ifications is needed. Ap-
plicant must be willing to
learn new skills. On the
job training & support for
Dental Assisting, X-Ray
certification and Office
work will be provided. Fax
your resume to 860-760-
8080 or email dentalin-
sight@yahoo.com or call

S EE K I N G
AUTOMOTIVE
MECHANIC: for im-
mediate hire at fast
growing shop in
Middletown. Strong
mechanical aptitude
and troubleshooting
skills. Must be able to
diagnose and repair
mechanical issues and
be deadline and de-
tail oriented. Ability to
thrive in a fast-paced
environment. 2-3 years
automotive experience
preferred. Diesel ex-
perience is a plus! Must
have your own tools.
Call George 860-346-
5551.

CONSTRUCTION/
CONCRETE
FINISHER: Full-time,
competitive pay, PTO.
Experience and refer-
ences required. Call
Nick, 860-268-7308.

EMPLOYM

William Desrosiers, Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals

1TB 3/1

LEGAL NOTICE

Joseph Leone

Notice of Fees for Services Public Hearing
Colchester Sewer and Water Commission
7:00 p.m. - 19 March 2024
Meeting Room 1
127 Norwich Avenue — Colchester, CT.

The Colchester Sewer and Water Commission will hold a
Public Hearing to present and gather public comment on the
proposed fees for services rate schedule to take effect for
the second half of Fiscal Year 23-24. Copies of the draft rate
schedule will be available in the Town Clerk and the Public
Works offices of the Colchester Town Hall as of February 5th,
2024.

1TB 3/1

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PETS

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Scent
Work. Over 25 years ex-
perience. Michelle Lar-
son, Paws-N-Heel DTC,
860-267-6040. paws-n-

heeldogtraining.com.

WANTED:
AUTO TECH

i
NORTHEAST

WANTED
TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
OLD TOOLS: old, used,
antique hand tools.
MACHINIST, wood-
working, engraving, and
workbench hand tools
and tool chests. Hunting
equipment and firearms,
also of interest. Fair and
honest offers made. Call
with confidence, Cory
860-322-4367.

ENT

NOW MAKING
APPOINTMENTS: to
purchase Grandma’'s
old stuffl Costume jew-
elry, china, pottery, mir-
rors, glassware, linens.
Anything old and in good
shape. Call Debbie 860-
593-6226.

LOST &
FOUND

FOUND IN HEBRON:
Female Yorkshire Terri-
er, tan and black mark-
ings. Please contact Jay
Hunniford at 860-455-
3440 for information.

$

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed
ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

203-600-4431

CIT1-12-23

| :
llProMoIdplastl ¢S

Custom Injection Molding & Moldmaking
Production Worker: 2" Shift (Portland)

— Compensation: Minimum Wage & Up —
Full time production worker to work 2nd shift in a clean

860-510-3956.

Auto /E}r///fruck Inc.
HELP MOM! Medicine Reminders, Meals,

394 North Main Street

modern plastics mfg. facility supporting production by
running machines, moving raw material and finished

TransApl?nation' e g oanions. APPLY goods etc. Will train candidates eager to learn.
of our caregivers are aged 50+, Marlborou h CT 06447
with many years of experience. g ) WIT”,”

Bonded, insured, background checked.

We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC
COLCHESTER 860-967-0831

RE3-24-23

860-295-9517

Preschool Director/Head Teacher Wanted

We are looking for a passionate and dedicated
Preschool Director/Head Teacher to lead our program.
Our program runs ten months for children aged three to five.

PROGRAM DETAILS:

o Hours of Operation: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

o Length of the Program: September- June*

o Number of Children: 3 day program up to 20 children, 2 day
program up to 12 children

I APPLY ONLINE
https://promoldplastics.com/general-application
or in person between 9 AM and 4 PM at

91 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480

REAL ESTATE

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

RE8-13-21|
———

Colebrook Village at Hebron:
NOW HIRING!
Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated
people to join our team! Shifts available for hire: 3p-11p
& 11p-7a! Colebrook Village is a proud community
and home to Independent, Assisted Living, and
Memory Care Residents. If you are looking for a
change and aspire to be appreciated for the important,
and honorable work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals. ..

Call Cheyenne Baker at 860-801-1114
or email cbaker@colebrookvillage.com

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

Salary to start is $26,312 payable in 20 payments bi weekly
from September 15- June 30. Preparation for the school year
is required two weeks prior to the first day of school.

To apply for the position, please send resume, certification(s),
letter of intent, and three letters of recommendations:
1stchurchnuseryschool@gmail.com

First Church Nursery School, 554 Main St., Portland, CT 06480

CIT1-18-24

Colebrook Village at Hebron:
NOW HIRING!
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated
people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p. 11p-7a.
Colebrook Village is a proud community and home
to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire
to be appreciated for the important, and honorable
work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals...
Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com

RE2-9-24

FREELANCE
REPORTERS

We are looking for skilled freelance
writers to report on local government,
meetings and community events in the

towns we serve - Cromwell, Newington,
Rocky Hill and Wethersfield.

CIT11-23-23
h—

Assistant Technology Coordinator

Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Hourly Wage Range: $25.00 min.-$36.30 max.
Deadline: 3/15/2024
Send resume with Town application and three letters of reference to:
Office of the First Selectman,
P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071
Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org
Assistant Technology Coordinator, 40 hours (M-F), $25.00-
$36.30 per hour DOQ; non-exempt, non-union position; full
fringe benefits package. Subject to pre-employment drug/
alcohol testing & criminal history background check. All qualified
applicants will be considered for employment without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.
Required: Bachelor's degree or equivalency from an accredited
college/university in Computer Science or a background in
Computer Science/Information Systems, Software, Electronics
or Telecommunications; min. 3 years progressively responsible
experience providing technical network support and network
administration preferred; or an equivalent level of related experi-
ence and education.

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

EHRHAHN

Must be able to report news clearly and 860.958.2650

meet important weekly deadlines.

Please send cover letter, resume and
any writing clips or samples to:

greg@rarereminder.com

CIT2-8-24

CIT12-21-23

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1TB 3/1




Page 32

REAL ESTATE

NEWS BULLETIN « March 1, 2024

RENTALS

GLASTONBURY
OFFICE SPACE FOR
RENT: Individual offices
or space up to 1000-
2400 square feet suites.
Use of conference room
included. Call 860-633-
3545,

FARM SETTING: 2
bedroom, 1.5 bath. Ex-
pansive views. First floor
living. $3,000 with util-
ities included and one
garage bay. Please text
860-982-5406.

v 2

P

g CACE A
P ]

(.nu."_.‘——(
e —

TWO BEDROOM
APARTMENT,
HEBRON: Newly ren-
ovated. Includes heat,
hot water, electricity,
gas for stove. Automatic
generator when power
is out. Stove, refrige-
rator, dishwasher in-
cluded, washer/dryer
hookups. $1,800/month.
No Smoking of any kind.
No Pets. Call Denise
860-573-8725.

RENTAL
WANTED

WANTED TO RENT: 1
or 2 bedroom. Reason-
able, will consider rental
with other person. 860-
987-3546.

It’s a big decision. | know.

e

( I'll be there
every step
to help you
through it.

Stephanie Starr

(860) 214-4385

2790 Main Street
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com  Glastonbury, CT 06033

RE3-1-24

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com

TREE & LANDSCAPING

THOMPSON
LANDSCAPE
IMPROVEMENT:
Winter discount rates.
Tree work, stump grind-
ing, land clearing & ex-
cavating. Backhoe, bull-
dozer & bobcat work.
Call 860-659-1438.
www.thompsonland-
scapect.com.

TREE CARE
BY LICENSED
ARBORIST: Pruning,
disease treatment, con-
sulting, planting and re-
movals. Professional
quality service and ex-
pertise. LaPila Arborists,
LLC at lapilaarborists.
com or 860-965-5546.

—— YARD EXPANSIONS —
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

C & CLawncare — East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

Landscaping &

Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Free Estimates * Fully Insured
Howes your yard?

RE6-2-23

(860) 818-2773

CALL JACK TODAY

Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance * Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping * Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services * Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE

Deleo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
860-930-5492
FULLY INSURED - HIC #0657705
WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

CIT1-18-24

US ON
Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

RE10-13-23

Your, local griend in Real Edtate

We spend an insane amount of time
wondering if we’re doing it right. At some
point we just need to remind ourselves
'f'f'_ _ that we’re doing our best. That is enough!

3etter Service | Better Marketing | Better Results

Better Real Estate

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net
www.angelaaresco.com

CARLGUILD

RE3-1-24

Jack Faski MattFaski

Owner/Broker  Sales Associate

71 Oak Leaf Drive, Colchester

Offered at $399,000
.| Great Cape in cul-de-sac neighborhood Large
" open kitchen / dining / great room. Front to
back living room with hardwood floors and
fireplace. Full bath on first floor. 3 generous
| bedrooms and another full bath on second
floor. Finished bonus room in basement. Relax
in your private backyard or enjoy cookouts on your large deck. Come see this lovely home
today. Convenient to town and highways, too! Dir: Rt 16 to Windham Ave to Oak Leaf Dr

— 860-214-1147 » www.skyview-realty.com —
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE
Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

LANDSCAPRPING Water Features

Commercial - Residential Spring / Fall Cleanups
Locally in East Hampton, CT  Lawn Renovations / Clearing

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups & Snow Removal

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

RE11-26-21

Call Us For All Of Your
Stone & Drainage Needs

SPECIALIZING IN
Driveway Repair
Call Rich Baldi at
Baldi Stone & Gravel

(860) 537-409
J | |

Fully Licensed
Insured

RE3-5-21

860.913.6203

RYANS TREE SERVICE

Hazardous Tree Removal "°.¢'mbor Bucket

Truck Service

CALL NOW FOR WINTER SAVINGS
while the ground is frozen!
Hard to reach areas and septic areas
are now reachable for tree removal.

RE9-29-23

(_ FULLY INSURED ) state Lic. #sFpHooos02 ( FREE ESTIMATES

Gall 860-228-5009

Dorsey Construction
WINTER IS HERE!

Cleanups ¢« Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounfs —

John Dorsey ¢ 860-890-9884

RE12-29-23

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923
7 RLFrancks@comcast.net

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal
Mulch Installation ¢ Light Moving
Light Hauling  Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT

IRE242424

-

Peter’'s Landscaping, LLC

Landscaping Maintenance, Design & Installation
— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

* Weekly Mowing e« Walls/Walks * Pruning
* Clean-ups * Sod Work * Lighting/Sprinklers
 Aerating & * Trees Installed < Pond Installation

Dethatching
» Overseeding
» Hydroseeding
* Bobcat Work
» Excavating Work
* Mulching
* Demo Work
* Bark Blowing

860-646-1169 e cell: 860-209-5510
peterslandscape@sbcglobal.net

806 Hillstown Rd., Manchester, CT 06040
Serving all of Connecticut since 1981

Member of: CT Groundskeepers
Association, CT Nurserymen,
International Erosion Control

Association, ALCA — Associated

— Delivered Materials Available —
Mulch, Compost, Topsoil, Woodchips,
Stone, Firewood, Boulders

SPRING CLEANUP

10% OFF

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

=~ FREE -
-_Estimates <

, CT Licensed Contractor « Fully Insured
# _  Workers’ Compensation
Demo License

www.PeterMarralLandscape.com
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860-295-9692

LAWNS-N-STUFF

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING

SPRING CLEAN-UPS

*MULCHING * WALLS/WALKWAYS

* SHRUB TRIMMING * DUMP RUNS/HAULING
*TREE WORK /PLANTING +MINI-EXCAVATING
*FERTILIZING * DRAINAGE

* GARDEN INSTALLS *PLOWDAMAGE REPAIR

RE3-13-20

Marlborough, CT

Ca

YOUR

AD

SHOULD BE
HERE!
Call: 860-633-4691

HOME IMPROVEMENT

STARKEY HOME
REMODELLING: Call
today for a free estim-
ate on all your Interior
and Exterior needs.
Roofing, decks, sheds,
windows/doors, gut-
ters, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry,
siding, kitchens/baths,
basements, flooring
(tile, hardwood, lamin-
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

ALL SEASONS
STONEWORK: repairs,
resetting, and new work
welcome. Over 35 years
experience and free es-
timates offered. Call with
confidence, Cory 860-
215-5685.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
junk and debris removal,
escavator, dump truck,
septic. Fully licensed
and insured. Ben Egri
860-712-6257.

HANDYMAN
SERVICES: Have
home maintenance or
general home repairs?
Don’t stress! We can
help. Let us take care
of them. Free quotes.
Licensed and insured.
Call Dan to book a free
appointment today. 860-
917-3154.

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC.
Locally owned/ op-
erated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile

J & S MASONRY:

TREE & LANDSCAPING f HOME IMPROVEMENT

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls * Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

<) Free Estimates s CT Lic. #602717 « Insured 5
E' — GLASTONBURY BASED — 26 Years
@ — 8606579185 Experience

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Windows — Doors ¢ — 860.550.0932

Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995  kimsadlon@cox.net

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

CIT3-5-20
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SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063 FULLY INSURED

Sharp Eye

HOME IMPROVEMENT
oyvg: 20  =Replacement
= Decks Windows & Doors
EXPERIENCE
= Remodels R = Finish Trim
= Finished Basements = Structural Repair (rot)
= Sill Rot Replacement = To Do Lists

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro

RE2-16-24

HIC # 0650133 « CT Licensed & Insured

Design patio, pool
patio, Chimney repair.
Stone walls, brick walls,
retaining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry and

—— BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build/

3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 - licensed & insured

RE8-13-21

860-657-6462

www.alansoucy.com

ﬁ A Alan
- _2Soucy
e Home improvement

Soucy Solutions..ceating you right every time,
We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!

If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,
visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

RE3-13-20

Kitchens K .
Basements atellne
Bathrooms 860-633-529 /0\
Remodeling 860-965-8084 - cell — All-Wood Flooring, LLC™ =
g Mud Rooms W Ay Call You Back Complete Remodeling Services
o Don’t See it - Call Free Estimates  License #552540 Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It ALL
IE ontoeeln-La www. Katelinellc.com o Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
FESASE © — All Floors, Tile, etc. — Ceilings — Sheetrock ©
H D — Painting — Bathrooms —Basements —Doors
OME DESIGNS Reliable Quality Workmanship — Windows — Kitchens — Stairs

4 T i ety
1 e U e
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls « Bluestone ¢ Steps

Fireplaces ¢« Chimneys * Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

e baoia KEN (203) 558-4951
ARKER

AINTING & !ﬁ

Interior/Exterior « Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
nsurer 860=338-0156

CIT3-5-20

CIT3-5-20

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

Private Master Carpenters

860-498-1060 cHIc. 567284

www.myallwoodflooring.com

Slode1°

Since 1992

MARK'S
PAINTING

860-267-4125

| FRESHEN UP FOR SPRING! |

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

RE3-1-24

& INSURED
-

CT Framing &

work, kitchens, baths. | < q
P Lok sueraneed 16 GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE Yuy s Drywall, LLC
E@g 860-508-0893. BILL’S : : : :: : : : — 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR LLc
e ————
Phone: 860-402-0508

LICENSED & INSURED

: 860-781-0797

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Water Damage Repairs — Insurance Claims

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 11.c
INTERIOR
¢ All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
* WP Removal, Rep. Windows

FREE
ESTIMATES

INSURED

License #HIC 0656593

o Additions Doors Molding
* Home Improvements & Carpent: & . . . .
Kevin Greer 860-646?7760 Lic. #574298 & Basements Floors Repair Work Drywall New & Repairs - Wood Framing
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net 5 Bathrooms Kitchens Siding Metal Stud Framing Remodels « Additions
Decks Garages Windows

Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

(860) 267-1496

starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net
Free Estimates

RE3:13:20

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs & Flooring
* Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

Call Today! S===

FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED & INSURED

RE2-10-23

Oy

860-295-6475 °

860-916-7939

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF

CIT3-12-20
—

5-20

R.J. Swider |

Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling
860-228-3912

CIT3.

www.rjswidercontracting.com  Ct. Lic.#541663

GLASTONBURY

PAINT & DESIGN LLC

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LICENSED & INSURED HIC.0671637

Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Repair / Installation
Carpentry, Accent Walls & more
Interior Design & Home Staging :
Modernization /Remodeling

Power Washing FREE ESTIMATES

Call / Text (860) 328-8032

GlastonburyPaintDesign@gmail.com

$100 OFF For New Customers

RE12-29-23

FORTRESS
FENCE COMPANY

Experience — Professionalism — Integrity
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

All Types of Fence

(vinyl, ornamental, wood, chainlink)

Installation & Repairs
Serving CT and Western MA

860-629-0335

www.fortressfenceCT.com

LICENSED &
INSURED

CT HIC 0671859

CIT2-29-24
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ﬁ A Alan

Nelely
REPAIRS

ROOFING

Full Roofing Systems
Leaks * Rec Rooms * Bathrooms
Decks * Windows ¢ Doors

860.657.6462

RE3-13-20

Lic#
0622777

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS
* DORMERS
* GARAGES

* BASEMENTS
* BATHROOMS - SIDING
* KITCHENS
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com °© Insured * CT 607510

* DECKS
* ROOFING

CIT3-5-20

h Swanson

PAINTING

T

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CALL: 219-575-0370

IrRe12-20.23

SERVICES

Bud Stula E=pfannce O3 ANNIVERSARY T | MR. HANDYMAN
H I t s ¥ RESTORATION Family Operated Home Improvement
ome Improvemen PAINTING / CARPENTRY Professionals J
Kitchen & Bath Remodels 'NTER'SAR”\%_'EﬁgER'OR B e & moero! “HIC 70650252
Ceramic » Hardhiood » Viny| Floors s TG Aol o Lt o st 015

Restoration — Int & Ext

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 « Insured

Call 860.377.0380

N
VW

Aluminum Sided
Homes Repainted

&l Carpentry Services
=l Water Damage

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer

[=l= Home/Church/Historic [&lim Preparation Specialist —
[El= Since 1973 Over 2300 &l Textured Ceilings/Removal

[l Hardwood Floor Finishing
= Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!
Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

CIT4-22-21

Decks & Bathrooms ¢ Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 - www.mrhandyman.com

Menu Format Proposals

of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

CIT3-9-23

Decks
E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland
860-680-1832 (C)

License #609553 EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL * FULLY INSURED

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years

RE3-18-22

— No Salesman — No Subcontractors
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

CIT11-16-23

GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement
New Roofing

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,

Professional, ./
Exceptional Service Ay,
!

FREE-T
ESTIMATES —
C;;\E'TEXT |
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

BLACK GOOSE
CHIMNEY SWEEP:
Dirty chimneys can burn!
Having your chimney
cleaned yearly ensures
peace of mind. Dust-free
professional cleaning.
Fully insured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

CHIMNEY
MAINTENANCE:
Cleaning, caps,
dampers, flashing, fur-
nace liners and more.
No nonsense, no sales
pitch, just the work you
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

IS YOUR RETAINING
WALL : leaning or bul-
ging? But your material
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your
walkway not level or col-
lecting water? But ma-
terial still good? We can
re-base, re-use your old
material and save $$$!
Dondero Lawn Care
860-228-2003.

J & S PAINTING
& H O ME
IMPROVEMENT: Interi-
or/exterior painting, win-
dow/door installation.
Pool patio & deck patio.
Stucco, finish basement,
ceramic tiles, bathroom,
remodeling. Building
maintenance, fence in-
stallation. House and of-
fice cleaning. Call John,
860-796-0006.

.6
WAY TO GO

WASHING

Gutter Cleaning
860-508-1161

waytogowashing.com

Check us out on
Facebook

contact@
waytogowashing.com

RE2-2-24

FULLER

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming * Residential « Commercial

Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

CIT3-5-20
—

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

JOSH’'S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at areasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

= HIC. 0653192 » CALL US

860-598-8091

MY PURPOSE IN LIFE
IS HELPING OTHERS:
IAMA PHENOMENAL
COOK. BAKING
IS A HOBBY OF
MINE. ORGANIZER,
LAUNDR RY,
ERRANDS, WALK
THE DOG, DRIVE
TO ACTIVITIES/
APPOINTMENTS,
EVEN DO OFFICE
WORK. | LIVE IN
GLASTONBURY.
CALL CAROLYN 860-
328-5256.

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging « Walkways &t Patios
Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins
Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work

860-228-0556 ==
860-604-647 CT Lic. 0566119

AIRERFLO

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available

Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC * Furnace ° Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ¢ Sheet Metal
. — FINANCING AVAIl.ABLE —
CT Lic

#9334 860-989-5079

AAA
Electrician Services

F&‘ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL §EEDS
Residential € Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!

Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Q

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems

RES5-14-21

$

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

LicenseD — No Job Too Big or Too Small —iNsurep

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

.
BBB.
ELC.0193730.E1

RE2-18-22

—

Sealcoating
Crack Filling
Paving

Free Estimates

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

SPRING
SPECIAL!

100 OFF

RE3-13-20

Licensed & Insured - LIC #0408372

MIDDLESEX

MECHANICAL
SERVICES LLC
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Winter is here, call us for
all your HOME HEATING needs!
Hot Water & Ductless Splits
Energy Efficient Heat Pumps - Air Conditioning

FREEs 860.949.5711  eoffer

' ESTIMATES nancingy
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RE1-5-24

“All Work Guaranteed”
By Owner/Operator, Tony Lee “2nd Generation Paving”

ALL

PURPOSE
PAVING

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

State of the Art
Equipment

Free
Estimates

Driveways » Parking Lots
Gas Station « Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing

Reasonable Rates ~ Seal Coating « Asphalt Repair
Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Church Discount Gravel Work - Hot Crack Fill

Lic 00548924

FULLY INSURED

860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

RE3-1-24




NEWS BULLETIN « March 1, 2024

Page 35

SERVICES

Specialists
(860) 652-9259
SPECIALIZING IN:
All phases of Painting

Custom
Textured Ceilings

Sheetrock/Taping
Water Damage

Custom Fabrication
— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

(860) 918-3750

twelchwelding@gmail.com
188 Hale Road, Glastonbury, CT

https://twelchweldingllc.com

WELcH WELDING m‘»
Tobey Welch

Owner / Operator

CIT2-29-24

Neeb A PLUMBER?

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.

— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171

FREE ESTIMATES
860-228-7171 vicins

Wellis Painting b.l Id. COLUMBIA § Columbia Sealcoat Co. N TUTHIL L
l\’l \’\' 8 COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 2
Where Quality ..Still Counts o I e e I n g G RAVE L 5 Protect & Renew § 2 X5
EST. 1986 - Lic# 568591 Driveway o Your Paverment & Familv Owned Local Electrici ializing i :
. . H H R ir&R d g amily Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
CEIllng Repalr Repalrs & Malntenance ggEaIErESTI;%r:ESe Crack & Patch Repair changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 ¢ =
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 e=s

Lic. # P204015H389727

LPLUMBING & HEATINGZ

?‘/ 9 from dripping fancets to all ‘C—
) rﬁ your major plumbing/ heating needs
Water Heaters ® Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

RE3-13-20

Insured

JOHN LACY PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

|'-~-» Snow Septic Repair, LLc
[ — — FREE ESTIMATES —
Afully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems
for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations * Real Estate Inspections
Repairs * System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing * Video Camera Pipe Inspections
Over 20 Years of Professional Experience
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available
SnowSepticRepair.com * 860-221-8735

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

RE3-13-20
——

PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

Quality Craftsmanship “Original Owners Since 1985”

smenMLlNe@GeNenn'ron

a division of
STREHMLINE:‘[ECTNC (le

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen & The
Rivereast News
Bulletin

www.thepowerisout.com s
There is a better option than the brand

860.467.6466 o roarso much sbout Askus WHY!

(
. -

Email your
Classified Line
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

and call with
your credit
card number.

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

KOHLER
GENERATORS

PLATINUM DEALER

(We regret we cannot
take ads over the phone)

e ] [
CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTlMATE

GAF Master Elite Certified « Platinum ProVia Dealer

Glastonbury-Based « Family-Owned + Industry Leading Warranties A WUW% since 1955.

CIT2-22-24

OH DEER! IT'S THAT TIME OF
THE YEAR AGAIN! <7

CALL M.]. EMONDS FOR
ALL YOUR HVAC NEEDS
THIS WINTER!

860-657-

EMONDS OV

Zlg_.l Emonds With 25 years of service, you can
oo g o trust the M.]J. Emonds family with

1l HVAC needs.
LIC. #392776 ﬁs?m.m all your needs

CIT12-7-23

® Water Heaters ® Disposals e Additions - 1 l&

e Sump Pumps e Water Filtration e Well Pumps (™ Insured }Rsl.alllse $ 159 gl D R I V EW Y
¢ Toilets e New Construction  ® Gas Lines Free Estimates X avg. room P R O B L E M S’?

¢ Faucets e Bathroom Remodels ® And more...!!! E;gg;":i‘ég(sm 860-416-8354 -

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL - §

Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960 §| E h IMT E

S n your Sp a aVlng Ork, rermanen
HYDR A P U R E 3 Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
"""" ‘ Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

|C|aSSIfledsl Water Treatment, LLC

CALIL NOW:

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Dlscounts
Yooy Owner Pricing

e ———; All Work Guaranteed ‘\\\ wo |
# Local & State Specs ‘

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

—— SALES ° SERVICE * REPAIRS —
WATER SOFTENERS - FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS -« UV UNITS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

www.hydro-pure.com

@m info@hydro-pure.com

860-537-1949

| W %W@R

l l SERVICES LLC

i/’ \WA\R 10] &

/&

MOLD ASBESTOS LEAD

TESTING TESTING & REMOVAL REMOVAL

PROVIDING THE BEST SERVICE IN CONNECTICUT
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

ASK ABOUT OUR DISCOUNTS FOR BOTH
HOME OWNERS & VETERANS

860-846-0771

officemwarriorabatement.com
PORTLAND ¢ PLAINVILLE

CIT2-8-24
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BRAZILIAN
CLEANING SERVICE:
Responsible, Brazilian
woman seeking house
cleaning clients. Very
professional and punc-
tual. Also good with pets.
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

HOUSE CLEANING:
Need some help to get
your home clean? I'd
be happy to help. | have
10+ years of experience,
| offer reliable service.
reasonable rates and |
do an amazing job. Re-
ferences upon request.
Please call or text for
free estimates. ARIANE’
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

CARPET CLEANING:
Have your carpets deep
dry cleaned. Eliminate
problems associated with
water (mold, mildew).
Best method available for
removal of pet stains, etc.
Removes allergens. Im-
mediate use. Upholstery
cleaning. Completely
safe. Experienced, refer-
ences, insured. William
Agostinelli 860-704-8486
calls only.

HOUSE CLEANING:
Polish/English speaking
woman can clean your
house with care. 3rd
cleaning 30% off.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
Insured and bonded.
Call 860-268-2301.

DO YOU NEED YOUR
HOUSE CLEANED?
| have good prices and
references. Free estim-
ates. Please call Priscila
at 860-680-0777.

EUROPEAN SUPER
CLEANING: Respons-
ible Polish woman seek-
ing cleaning work. For
more information call
Halina at 860-305-8131.

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
&Prof. Skills. New Customer

Discount Available. ]

860-798-7961}

HAY FOR SALE:
Square bales, Alfalfa
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

P O W E R
WHEELCHAIRS FOR
SALE: Gently used.
Many styles. Veteran
owned. Located in
Vernon. Call for inform-
ation 860-930-7200.

QUALITY SEASONED
HARDWOOD:
Fireplace length. $260
per CORD, Delivered
within Glastonbury.
Small delivery fee for
surrounding areas. Call
860-659-1438.

Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CLEANING FOR SALE

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

FIREWOOD FOR
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered locally $290/
CORD. Can custom cut
to size. Multiple cord
discount. Call/text 860-
202-8950.

G E R M A N
SHEPHERD: One year
old male, vetted. Needs
good home. Serious
inquires only. 860-965-
1172.

PITBULL PUPPIES
FOR SALE: Nine weeks
old. Vetted. Three fe-
males, five males. Three
gray, three brindle, and
three brown. Registered
parents. $450. Text for
pictures, 860-617-6539.

[ CIaSS|f|eds [
Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen & The
Rivereast News
Bulletin

1

1

1

1
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1

I Email your
I Classified Line
1 Ad to admin@
I glcitizen.com
I and call with
I your credit
: card number.
1

(We regret we cannot
take ads over the phone)
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Registered Baby Mini Schnauzers

860-208-1114 8 weeks old
No Texts $1,900

CIT2-29-24

LLINAS LAW ____.&L.n,..

CRIMINAL DEFENSE & DUI LAWYER

@

100%
GOMMITTED
TOYOUR
GRIMINAL /-
CASE '

CALL CHRIS FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

() 860-530-1781
www.IIinasdefense.com

You Gan Gount On!

Sales, Installation, Service, Maintenance & Repairs of:

Furnaces

Heat pumps

Boilers

Air Conditioners

Ductless Mini-Splits

Indoor Air Quality

Special Discounts, 0% Financing, Rebates, & Tax Credits On A
New Mitsubishi Electric Heating and Cooling System. Call Now to

Schedule a Free In Home _Consultatlon Or V|5|t Our Showroo
For More Info.

& Flak

Bgrtland CT
; .

'n
el



