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Maple Festival a Big Hit in Hebron  

The Hebron Maple Festival was held last weekend and, as he does every year, Ron 
Wenzel eagerly explained the syrup-making process to folks who stopped by his 
sugarhouse. 

By Michael Sinkewicz
Thousands of residents flocked to Hebron last 

weekend to celebrate one of the community’s 
proudest and longest-standing traditions: the 
Maple Festival.

Those who hit up the two-day extravaganza 
were treated to delicious maple products rang-
ing from kettle corn and grilled cheese sand-
wiches to familiar favorites like “sugar on snow.”

This year’s event was billed as the rejuvena-
tion of a festival that some people felt had drifted 
away from the local spirit that initially spawned 
over three decades ago. Accordingly, the theme 
of the weekend was “Bringing it Home.”

In its first crack at organizing the festival, The 
Town Center Project Inc. (TTCP) — which took 
over following a seven-year run by the Wind-
ham Chamber of Commerce — emphasized 
Hebron nonprofits, businesses and of course, 
sugarhouses.

“We received stellar feedback from the com-
munity,” TTCP President Holly Habicht said on 
Monday morning. “We couldn’t be happier.”

With the festival falling during the closing 
days of winter, weather is always a sensitive sub-
ject that can often influence overall turnout, and 
sometimes rain — or even snow — has made 
unwelcome appearances in prior years. But de-
spite a few ominous forecasts, the backdrop of 
both event days was mostly sunshine.

Conditions were perfect to stroll through the 
center of Hebron where a variety of vendors 
were stationed; there was the Douglas Library 
parking lot — the central hub of the event — 
along with other focal points down Main Street 
at Brain Freezers, the fire house and the Village 
Shoppes plaza.

Across from the library at the Century 21 lo-
cation, Mike and Barbara Burruano volunteered 
to oversee the skillet-tossing game. While the 
“sport” didn’t technically incorporate anything 

maple-related, it proved to be fan-favorite.
Participants would sling either a 6- or 12-inch 

skillet towards a line of baskets spaced roughly 
15 feet apart, with higher point values awarded 
the further you sunk the shot; the deepest throw 
was practically from Marlborough – the skillet 
was hurled from 45 feet away.

“We researched it this morning before we 
hopped in the car to get here!” festival-goer 
Mike Burruano exclaimed.

Hebron’s Maple Syrup
Anyone who was able to separate them-

selves from all the refreshments downtown — 
the scent from the American Legion burger 

tent was particularly irresistible — was likely 
branching out to the abundance of attractions 
throughout town.

At the top of the list were Hebron’s famous 
sugarhouses, which Habicht has referred to as 
the “backbone” of the event.

The festival was dedicated to Russell Schaller, 
longtime owner of the Woodyacres sugarhouse, 
who passed away last year. His son, Dave, took 
over the operation and made sure Cone Road 
was ready for maple weekend.

His site featured the Outlaw Ridge Sled Dogs 
— owned by Hebron resident Becki Tucker — 
and the UConn Woodsmen team, whose ax-

chopping skills were on full display. But unsur-
prisingly, many residents stopped by specifically 
to acquire some syrup or get a sneak peak into 
how Schaller makes it.

“It’s been awesome,” Schaller said Sunday 
morning. “We sold out of everything yesterday.”

As the crowd piled into his sugarhouse, he 
said Woodyacres was hosting “a lot more people 
this year” than at the 2023 Maple Fest.

“Yesterday was shoulder-to-shoulder in here 
all day long,” he said.

Over on Skinner Lane, Wayne Palmer of the 
Winding Brook Sugarhouse asserted that the 
festival had successfully returned to its roots.

“Holly’s done her homework,” he said. “She 
did a good job at getting us out of the weeds.”

Years ago, when Palmer first started welcom-
ing guests to his property, he had to address a 
potential problem: “how am I going to manage 
this driveway?” To reach his sugarhouse, you 
have to bravely embark up the pebble path on 
foot, or drive and risk the awkward encounter 
of another car coming from the opposite direc-
tion. At one point, Palmer put a sign at the bot-
tom of the driveway notifying everyone to walk, 
but lately he’s removed it.

“Somehow it’s working,” he joked.
Inside the sugarhouse, Palmer showcased his 

equipment and explained how he collects sap 
with a vacuum tube line. So far this season — 
which he said would likely extend another week 
for him — the syrup output has been slightly 
below average.

“If you did everything looking back, you 
could’ve scratched a season out of it,” he ex-
plained. “The stars had to line up for you and 
that’s impossible to predict.”

Maple season at the Wenzel Sugarhouse end-
ed the week before the festival, and it wasn’t a 
banner year for him either; Wenzel said he still 

Marlborough Eyes 9.24% Tax Hike
By Michael Sinkewicz

Marlborough is confronting a “perfect storm” 
as it puts together the 2024-25 budget, accord-
ing to Town Manager David Porter; the unset-
tled weather includes a shrinking net tax base, 
the expiration of pandemic-era funding and 
pressing capital needs throughout the commu-
nity.

And as a result of that storm, the town is look-
ing at a possible tax increase of 9.24%, though 
local leadership appears to be in favor of letting 
residents make the final determination. 

The overall budget proposed for 2024-25 is 
$28.13 million — a $1.03 million, or 3.81%, in-
crease over current-year spending.

Last month, the local Board of Education 
(BOE) unanimously approved an $8.67 million 
budget — a $229,396, or 2.72%, increase over 
the current year. In addition, the school board 
approved a $75,000 capital plan to address three 

projects at Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementa-
ry School — which brings the total local district 
increase up to $304,396, or 3.61%.

Marlborough’s levy of the RHAM BOE bud-
get is currently slated at $11.39 million — a 
$130,932, or 1.16%, increase.

The town budget represents the largest of the 
three increases; the spending package is slated 
at $7.07 million — a $547,328, or 8.39%, spike 
over the current year. However, most of the new 
funding is represented by capital, which comes 
in at $764,577 — a $457,628, or 149%, increase.

Meanwhile, town operations rose by $89,700, 
or just 1.44%.

As presented, the new mill rate would be 37.94 
— a 3.21 increase — which equates to a 9.24% 
increase. For a property assessed at $250,000, 
the tax bill would increase by $802. And for a 
property assessed at $650,000, the bill would 

jump up by $2,086. Accordingly, residents with 
properties assessed within that range would see 
a tax increase in-between those amounts.

“That is a big number, no doubt,” Porter said 
during a phone call this week.

Perfect Storm
In a follow-up email, Porter outlined the con-

ditions that led to the budget request, and why 
he’s hoping residents will support the proposal 
at referendum.

Revenue, he began, is a distinct challenge this 
year.

There is a reduction in taxable real estate 
on the grand list due to the exemption of the 
Middlesex Hospital facility located in town, as 
well as reductions in taxable motor vehicles and 
state and federal funds — primarily because 
pandemic-era programs are lapsing.
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Call us today to see what Marlborough 
Health & Rehabilitation Center

can do for you!

RE3-8-24

Short-Term Care • Post-Acute Rehabilitation • Respite Care

 “I did my research before picking a rehab facility 
for my Dad. Marlborough Rehab got a 5/5 rating so 
I chose them. They are not disappointing. Every staff 
member is pleasant, hard working and kind. All staff are 
receptive to family members requests and concerns. 
They think of everything! The communication between 
staff and my family is outstanding. The facility is always 
being maintained and looks fabulous as well. We highly 
recommend Marlborough Health and Rehab!”

— Daughter of a rehab patient

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM

QPR & Narcan Training
AHM Youth and Family Services is hosting 

a QPR and Narcan training session Monday, 
April 1.

Training will include: The Good Samaritan 
Law, support information and resources, and 
warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to re-
spond. Participants will receive a QPR (Ques-
tion, Persuade, Respond) training booklet and a 
two-dose supply of Narcan.

There is no charge for this training. Reg-
istrants must be 18+. Visit ahmyouth.org for 
more information and to register.

RE3-22-24

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
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www.lakesidebar-grill.com

NEW LUNCH MENU!
Join us EASTER SUNDAY

Special Menu Al l Day!
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Happy Easter!

Wheat
Chocolate Cream
Lemon Meringue

Sweet Bread with 5 eggs
plus all our regular fruit pies
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Ham
Angelo’s Ham
Italian Cream

Ricotta
Rice

32 Halls Hill Rd. • Colchester

860-537-2272860-537-2272

BABKA BREAD ALSO AVAILABLE
We also have Chocolate Easter Eggs

(ALL OUR REGULAR ITEMS ALWAYS AVAILABLE)

EASTER PIES

Easter Weekend Hours!
Friday 7:00am-3:30pm

Saturday 7:00am-3:30pm

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY 7:00am-12:00pm

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

NOW HIRING A Service Technician  – CALL TO INQUIRE!

ALL AGES WELCOME AT:
The Douglas Hebron Library 

Wednesdays 1:00-3:00pm
Beginning March 13th to March 27th

— No Appointment Necessary —

Retiring??

Retired??
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Have questions 
about your future 
retirement needs?

It’s never too 
early to plan

your retirement.

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM

First Steps in Music

Alumni Benefit Event
There will be an Alumni Benefit Event for 

RHAM Scholarships and Project Graduation 
Saturday, May 11, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron – featuring music by the 
Rockin’ HeartBeats.

This event is hosted by RHAM Alumni with 
the proceeds to provide scholarships to RHAM 
seniors and to benefit RHAM Project Graduation.

Tickets are $25 per person. Blackledge Coun-
try Club will serve flatbreads, pastas and snacks, 
and a cash bar also will also be available. There 

will be a raffle of many great items. 
A limited number of tickets will be sold, all in 

advance, and none will be available at the door.  
Tickets can be purchased by cash or check only. 
Checks should be made out to RHAM Alumni 
Benefit.

Raffle prizes are always welcome.
Further information and tickets are available 

from committee members Bob at 860-558-5823 
or 860-228-3388, Lynn at 860-416-1575, or 
John at 860-295-8484.

Empty Bowls Dinner Event
Students and staff are prepping for their third 

Empty Bowls dinner event to be held Thurs-
day, April 4, from 6-8 p.m., in the RHAM High 
School cafeteria. 

At the dinner, guests are invited to choose 
a handmade ceramic bowl to use for a simple 
meal of soup and bread and to take home as a 
reminder that there are always empty bowls in 
the world.  In addition, there will be student 

ensemble and solo performances from RHAM’s 
select choir, for diners’ entertainment.

Dinner tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for stu-
dents and children and can be ordered at www.
schoolpay.com/pay/for/Empty-Bowls-Dinner/
MeSL. All proceeds will benefit the Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services Food Bank, Marlbor-
ough Food Bank and Andover Congregational 
Church Food Pantry.   

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold a 
First Steps in Music Class for children Birth-5 
and Adults, at the AHM building, 25 Pendle-
ton Drive in Hebron, on Wednesdays starting 
March 27.

Participants can choose from 9:30-10:15 
a.m. for children ages 2-5, or from 10:30-
11:15 a.m. for children ages Birth-2. 

This interactive program is a developmen-
tally appropriate and researched early child-

hood music program taught by music teacher 
Mallory Kokus with singing, movement and 
rhythm activities and instruments. Cost is 
$125/family for the eight-week session. 

More information is at ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/family-resource-center. To 
register, visit ahmyouth.recdesk.com/Com-
munity/Home. Contact Becky Murray at 860-
228-0871 or beckym@ahmyouth.org with any 
questions.Earth Day Clean-Up Walk 

AHM Youth & Family Services, in partner-
ship with the Hebron Green Committee, will be 
at the Earth Day Clean-Up on Saturday, April 
20, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 Members of the Hebron Community, parents 
and RHAM High school and Middle School 
students are encouraged to sign up to volunteer 
to participate in the clean-up walk by register-
ing at tinyurl.com/bdz8twp8.

Also, AHM invites you to test your knowl-
edge on what kind of litter will be found on the 

sides of town roads and in town parks, and also 
how much you know about the harm this litter 
can do to the environment. Take a 10-question 
quiz at tinyurl.com/bc6w6z8f. Everyone who 
completes the quiz by Friday, April 19, at 2 p.m. 
has a chance to win a gift card to a local restau-
rant.

Direct questions about the clean-up walk 
survey to AHM Prevention Coordinator Ashlee 
Parks at ashleep@ahmyouth.org. 

Resurgent Raptors Make Tourney Push

RHAM High School’s girls’ basketball shook off a slow start this winter, winning 
three of five games to close the regular season before advancing to the state quarter-
finals.   

By Josh Howard
When Bryan Field took over the girls’ basket-

ball program at RHAM High School, he knew 
he was inheriting a young roster that would ex-
perience some growing pains. 

But after losing 12 of their first 15 games to 
start the 2023-24 season, the resilient Raptors 
made a late-season surge that ultimately ended 
with a trip to the state quarterfinals.

Field said it was an increased “confidence” 
on the court, along with more comfort between 
the players and coaching staff that allowed his 
squad to turn the corner once February rolled 
around. 

“They had a lot of new terminology they had 
to learn,” added the first-year coach. “They start-
ed to get an understanding of the basketball con-
cepts we were putting in.”

Following a loss to Ledyard on Jan. 29, the 
Raptors won three of the final five games of the 
regular season to secure the final spot in the 
Class MM tournament. 

Field said they approached the end of the sea-
son with a “one game at a time mentality.”

It was also a revenge tour for RHAM, whose 
trio of clutch wins came against E.O. Smith, East 
Hartford and South Windsor – all teams that had 
defeated RHAM earlier in the season. 

In the win over South Windsor on Feb. 8, 
RHAM dramatically clinched a state tourney 
berth when sophomore Nina Krawczyk scored a 
go-ahead bucket with 11 seconds left in overtime 
to cement a 53-51 victory.

Field expressed that the victory over the rival 
Bobcats of South Windsor was a defining mo-
ment for the blossoming team, adding, “They 

acted like we had won the championship, and it 
was great to see that.”

“The energy level was high after that and it 
carried on throughout the postseason,” he con-
tinued. “They were focused and determined.”

Riding the wave of momentum, the Raptors – 
who were the No. 30 seed – shocked the third-
seeded Kaynor Tech (55-42) in the first round 
before eliminating No. 19 Amistad (50-33) in 
round two.

Senior captain Maddie Graves dropped a sea-
son-high 24 points in the second-round victory, 
propelling the program to the quarterfinals for 
the first time since 2018, which happened to be 
the last time the team won a state championship.

Graves and Taryn Brysgel, who led the team 
with 10 rebounds per game, were the team’s two 
senior leaders.

RHAM’s resurgent ride came to an end with 
a loss to North Haven in the quarterfinals, end-
ing the high school careers for the two seniors, 
who Field said allowed him and his staff to make 
a smooth coaching transition this winter.      

“They did a great job with leadership and 
keeping the team together,” noted Field. “When 
things weren’t going our way, there was no finger 
pointing and they remained optimistic.”

Point guard Maddy Evans, the team’s only 
junior, earned All-Central Connecticut Confer-
ence (CCC) honors after leading the team with 
14.5 points and four assists per game. 

Evans will head a group returning that in-
cludes Krawczyk, Isabelle Sobieralski, and Liana 
Fox, who each got extensive minutes this season.   

With a year under his belt a RHAM, Field 
said next season is about continuing to build on 

the foundation they laid this season. 
Field is no stranger to basketball in the area. 

He played at Portland High School before grad-
uating in 1996 and served as an assistant coach 
for the girls’ basketball team at East Hampton 
High School for eight years.

A year ago, he was an interim head coach 
for Valley Regional’s girls’ basketball team that 
reached the state championship game before 
losing to East Hampton in what he called a 
“memorable time” because of his close connec-
tions to Belltown.  

Last September, Field took over the girls’ pro-

gram at RHAM, replacing John McNair, who 
coached the Raptors for three years before de-
parting to be an assistant coach at Trinity Col-
lege in Hartford. 

In his first season at the helm, Field had his 
team play tournaments in Waterbury and New 
Haven, saying it was a “great environment” for 
his young group to experience.    

Field added that the work for next year starts 
with the player’s dedication during the offsea-
son and believes the future “looks bright” for a 
program that featured 16 underclassmen this 
winter.  
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112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester
860-531-9160

www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —

Check Out 
Our New 

Lounge Menu 
Downstairs!

Lunch – happy hour
Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS LoungeLounge • patio
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Belltown Budget
To the Editor:

On March 18, the East Hampton Board of Fi-
nance received their budget presentations from 
the Town Manager and the Superintendent of 
Schools. Like every other small town in the 
state, East Hampton has been presented with 
the need to make substantial increases in spend-
ing in order to maintain levels of service – both 
in the schools and to the town in general. While 

Immigrants
To the Editor:

“The lie populist (a person, especially a politi-
cian, who strives to appeal to ordinary people 
who feel that their concerns are disregarded by 
established elite groups) politicians spread most 
is that our problems are easy to solve and that 
sinister forces – ‘billionaires,’ ‘special interests,’ 
‘globalists,’ ‘big corporations,’ even ‘Jewish fi-
nanciers’ or just ‘business as usual politicians’ 
(Immigrants) – are standing in the way. Steam-
roll these string-pullers and quislings (traitors), 
and everything will be great. That’s the language 
of demagogues and those who help pave the 
way for them.” -- Jonah Goldberg. Words in pa-
rentheses added by me.

The 4 Ps of Root Cause Analysis are: Policies, 
Process, People and Place. Immigrant defined as 
a person living in a country other than that of 
their birth. What Policies were put in place that 

Possible Border Wall Solution
To the Editor:

I think if we start deporting all our liberal 
Democrats like Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, 
Richard Blumenthal, Chris Murphy and their 
followers, along with our illegal freeloaders, I 
think Mexico would seriously consider building 
a border wall.

Problem solved!
Frank Blume – Colchester

caused these People to leave the Place of their 
birth and embark on a long, dangerous journey? 
The United States has done quite well for itself 
(think Henry Kissinger), being the root cause 
of so many people needing to leave their homes 
to come to America. Maybe men, women, and 
children would feel safer at home if we stopped 
“helping” their countries.

Immigrate defined as to come to a country of 
which one is not a native, usually for permanent 
residence. Blacks weren’t native, they got forced 
here. We came on boats so that makes us not 
native. “The white man came and night entered 
our future with him. Our council has asked the 
question since I was a boy: What are the Huron 
to do?” Huron chief in The Last of The Mohi-
cans. If a people were here before us, I guess that 
makes the rest of us immigrants.

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover

Lighting the Way… East Hampton’s Cub Scout Pack 57 has announced six scouts 
recently earned the highest Cub Scout rank, Arrow of Light, and advanced to Scouts 
BSA at the annual Blue and Gold Ceremony. Pictured are den leader John Pierson, 
Aaron Pierson, Lionel Wilson, Andre Magnum, Aiden Pierson, Alex Gora and Jef-
frey Walitynski. 

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
“I’m off to take a walk,” my wife announced one day last week. “The weather is beautiful. 

Want to come along and get some exercise?”
“No, thanks,” I replied. “I’m exhausted.”
“Ah.”
“In fact, I think I’ll take a quick power nap,” I said.
“A power nap.”  
“Yes, you know, kind of recharge my batteries so I have the energy to face the many chal-

lenges of the day.”
She gave me the look. You know the look. It’s that kind of lip bite and incredulous arched 

eyebrow thing—typically accompanied by a sort of suppressed snort—that women tend to do 
when confronted with what they consider extreme stupidity. 

“You seem a bit bemused,” I said. (I’ve been doing a lot of crossword puzzles this winter, 
thus the ‘bemused.’)

“No, no. I’m just wondering why you would be so tired. It concerns me.”
“Hey,” I protested, “I’ve been on the go since I got up this morning.”
“Yes, I guess walking out to the mailbox to get the newspaper and then spending an hour 

on the crossword puzzle must have been positively exhausting. And before that, of course, you 
had to put on your socks.”

Two can play that game. “Actually, it was the 20 minutes I spent searching high and low 
for the TV remote you decided—for reasons best known to you and Satan—to leave in the 
silverware drawer.”

“I was multi-tasking.”
“You were talking on the phone with your mother while emptying the dishwasher and at the 

same time ignoring my cries for assistance.”
“That’s multi-tasking. As for your so-called ‘cries,’ I’d characterize them more as petulant 

shrieks.” (It seems I’m not the only one around here who likes crossword puzzles.)
“Well, I was multi-tasking, too.”
“You were sitting on the couch alternately staring into space and whining something about 

egg rolls being only half the size they used to be between enraged screams demanding to know 
the location of the TV remote.”

“It only appeared that I was staring into space. Actually, I was pondering the great mysteries 
of the universe. Why are we here? Is there a god? What’s with all these TV ads selling deodor-
ant for people’s unmentionable lower regions? Should I buy some? I wonder if we’ll have 
French fries for dinner. Will they be crinkle fries or regular fries? Who does Caitlin Jenner’s 
hair? Can she still throw the javelin? I have so many questions.”

“I see.” She was clearly unimpressed.
“You do realize, of course, that intense mental exertion can be as exhausting as physical 

exertion,” I added.
“Thus the need for a power nap.”
“Exactly.”
“Tell me something. Exactly what is the difference between a power nap and a regular nap?”
“That’s easy. Power naps are used by busy people on the go to renew and refresh them-

selves—consider it a brief timeout before heading back into the game.”
“And a regular nap?”
“Regular naps are for wayward children and enfeebled seniors.”
I swear I could still hear her laughing from the end of the street as I settled in on the couch. 

Jim Hallas

Who says Easter egg hunts are just for kids?
While the pages of this week’s Rivereast 

feature notices about area egg hunts this 
weekend that are for the junior set, there’s 
one coming up in nearby Glastonbury that is 
strictly adults-only.

Hops on the Hill Brewery will hold its sec-
ond annual “Beer-ster Egg Hunt” on Saturday, 
March 30. The event is exactly what it sounds 
like: a beer-themed egg hunt.

On March 30, the brewery, located at 275 
Dug Rd. in South Glastonbury, will open at 
1 p.m. and the hunt will begin promptly at 2 
p.m. There is no entry fee or registration re-
quired; just simply show up. You must be 21 
or older to participate.

There will be over 300 hidden eggs scat-
tered throughout the farm field, and each 
person can find one egg while supplies last. 
Each egg contains a unique prize. Prizes range 
from annual Mug Club memberships, free 
merchandise, complimentary tickets for up-
coming shows, candy, and more surprises. To 
claim your prize, simply bring your unopened 
egg to the prize table.

To ensure participants stay fueled and satis-
fied throughout the day, Rolling Smokehouse 
Food Truck will be on-site, serving up bar-
becue before, during, and after the hunt. The 
brewery will remain open until 6 p.m., and 
live music by Ali Kat will be featured from 2-5 
p.m.

If you like craft beer and also want to chan-
nel your inner kid, this sounds like a fun af-
ternoon! Hops on the Hill offers a variety of 
brews, including IPAs, stouts, pale ales, pil-
sners, lagers, red ales, and more.

For more information on Hops on the Hill 
Brewery, and the Beer-ster Egg Hunt, visit 
www.hopsonthehillbrewery.com.

* * *
I’ve written in this space about available 

college scholarships in the area, but before 
they head for the green pastures of higher ed-
ucation, there’s another important milestone 
for high school seniors: the prom.

And if you live in New London County – 
which in Rivereast-land means Colchester – 
and are having money troubles, a Norwich 
consignment shop may be able to help. 

Kidsignments, located at 105 Lafayette St. 
in Norwich, has collected gently-used formal 
gowns to give for free to young ladies who 
perhaps need a bit of a helping hand. And 
now, with prom season upon us, the store is 
looking to distribute them.

The project is, fittingly and wonderfully, 
called “Operation FairyTale.” All that’s re-
quired to “shop” for your free gown is your 
local high school ID. Give Kidsignments your 
dress size, and they’ll do the rest!

If interested, give Kidsignments a call at 
860-949-3008.

* * *
Do you own a small business in East Hamp-

ton or Portland and maybe need some help 
yourself? There’s a special grant available that 
you should look into. 

The application period for the Middlesex 
County Revitalization Commission’s 2024 
Business Operating Grants Program is open 
through March 31, 2024. The program, fund-
ed through the Connecticut Department of 
Economic and Community Development, of-
fers grants of up to $25,000 to qualified small 
businesses in Middlesex County Connecticut. 

The grants are designed to provide financial 
and technical assistance to business owners so 
that they continue business operations and of-
fer employment opportunities for Middlesex 
County residents. The grant funding may be 
used for equipment and/or technology, lease-
hold improvements, and other fixed costs, 
including costs associated with supply chain 
disruption, increased employee travel time/
mileage expenses, increased vendor costs, 
new/additional marketing expenses, and costs 
associated with bringing on new employees – 
either full-time or part-time.

Businesses that apply must be based in, and 
have operated in, a Middlesex County town 
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Historic Maple Success
To the Editor:

Thank you to the numerous enthusiastic 
people that stopped by the Hebron Center His-
tory table at last weekend’s Maple Fest. We are 
thrilled to have had the opportunity to share 
our cherished local history with so many inter-
ested individuals and families, young and old. 
The reaction from those that generously spent 
their time listening and asking questions was 
simply awesome! The support for preserving 
Hebron’s unique history is alive and strong.

Whether it was learning about Hebron’s dis-

Maple Fest Thanks
To the Editor:

The Hebron American Legion Post 95 and 
Hebron Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8776 
thank the patriots for the purchase of either/
both a famous Legion burger, fries or chili, and/
or a hot dog at the recent Hebron Maple Fest. A 
Hebron event like nothing experienced in many 
years! 

Many responsible persons and entities are at 
the forefront of this coming to fruition, i.e. 

TTCP – Holly, and staff, Colebrook – direc-
tor Scott, the Hebron Maple Fest committee. 
We give our trust and thanks to our friends of 
Hebron law enforcement, Hebron first respond-
ers, for maintaining/keeping us, and the general 
public traffic and pedestrians, safe; a difficult 
job many take for granted – we do not! We also 
thank Mr. Andy Tierney and his support staff 
for the logistics, and the Hebron Public Works 
crew for the safety and beautification of the 
Town of Hebron; it is a beautiful community. 

A grateful thanks to the “stars” of the Hebron 
Maple Fest: the owners/purveyors of the partici-
pating maple sugarhouses, providing the extraor-
dinary display of what this event emphasized.

The Hebron Maple Festival was hard work 
and a labor of love, producing a fine product 
and the willingness to provide demonstrations 
of the sugar/maple process. Thanks to all re-
sponsible for returning the Maple Festival back 
to Hebron, after a tumultuous six or seven years 
under the claws/jaws of the Windham Chamber 
of Commerce. 

 We (the Legion and the VFW) also thank our 
“neighbors” Douglas Library for educational 
oversight, and “Flour Girl” and her staff. Visit 
‘em both, a great experience – food for the mind 
and the soul! 

Don’t Forget to Vote!
To the Editor:

Connecticut’s presidential primary is Tues-
day, April 2. Under Connecticut law, only vot-
ers affiliated with a political party are allowed 
to vote in primaries and the deadline to change 
party affiliation has passed. On Election Day, 
the polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. This 
year, voters also have the option of early in-per-
son voting. For details of early voting in your 
town, see your town clerk’s office or website. 
Absentee ballots are also accepted under cer-
tain conditions; you can request an application 
for an absentee ballot from your town clerk or 
by going to the secretary of the state’s website. 
Once you fill out the application, you need to 
submit it to your town clerk for them to issue 
you an actual absentee ballot. If you decide to 
vote by absentee ballot, you must return that 
ballot before the polls close on April 2 in order 
for it to be counted. 

However you choose to vote, vote if you are 
eligible to do so. The average turnout nation-
wide in the 2020 presidential primaries was 
about 40%. Too many people either don’t have 
the right to vote now or fought too hard in the 
past for it for us not to take advantage of it. If 
you don’t vote, you have no right to complain 
about the outcome.

Sincerely,
Martha Taylor Dumas – Portland

Note: Dumas is a member of the Portland 
Democratic Town Committee, but said she is 
writing as an individual.

They Brought It Home
To the Editor:

I wanted to thank the Hebron Town Center 
Project volunteers for all their hard work to 
bring a successful Maple Fest to town this year. 
It was one of best festivals that I can recall. The 
concept of “Bringing It Home” was successful, 
and Hebron set an example for the rest of the 
state on how a maple festival should be celebrat-
ed. 

The crowds were huge, there was a great va-
riety of vendors, the food selections were ex-
cellent, and the weather was cooperative. The 
weekend was topped off with a record-breaking 
tractor parade, which shows off what our small 
town has to offer. Kudos to all the many folks 
who put this event together.

State Rep. Steve Weir
R-55th District

 Note: The 55th House District includes He-
bron, Andover, Marlborough, Bolton, and a por-
tion of Glastonbury.

Thanks, East Hampton Lions 
To the Editor:

We would like to thank the East Hampton 
Lions for the delicious corned beef and cab-
bage lunch. Thanks also goes to Fred Galvin 
for cooking, and the VFW for the use of their 
kitchen.

A great time was had by all from Chatham 
and Bellwood. The seniors enjoy having a great 
meal cooked for them.

Shelley Grendzinski, Tenant Commissioner 
East Hampton Senior Housing 

Republican National
Committee

To the Editor:
“The RNC wasn’t going bankrupt fast enough, 

so they brought in an expert.” – Rick Lenzie via 
X, formerly known as Twitter.

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Connecticut has enjoyed remarkable financial 
success, small towns have not benefited from 
the surpluses in Hartford. Our state representa-
tive has done nothing to help the district receive 
those funds. We have been left to carry the bur-
den ourselves, as taxpayers.

To keep up with rising costs and make up 
for the reductive policies of previous boards 
and councils, we are being asked to invest more 
than is fair. But governing is expensive, and it 
doesn’t get less expensive by ignoring the reality 
of those costs. Our Town Council and boards of 
education and finance want to be able to help 
every person, family, and household in town, 
but there are limits to what a municipal govern-
ment can do. State laws prevent certain actions 
that could relieve financial strain on those for 
whom that relief would be most valuable.

In the short term, we must provide the servic-
es residents rely on; public safety departments 
that operate well; students that receive a qual-
ity, accredited education; senior citizens that 
receive the assistance they depend upon from 
the Senior Center; a Library that continues its 
outstanding levels of service; our roads to be 
safe for travel. This budget is going to ask for 
increased funding just to keep our current levels 
of service. When you consider whether to sup-
port or reject a budget referendum this summer, 
the choice will be between maintaining what 
East Hampton is or losing what we’ve built.

Jordan Werme
Town Council, East Hampton

jwerme@easthamptonct.gov

Make Your Voice Count
To the Editor:

Hello to everyone that lives in Colchester! 
My name is Abby and I am a senior at Bacon 

Academy taking civics right now. I’m writing 
today to make sure you know that you currently 
have a chance to make sure that your opinion on 
our town and school budgets is heard. 

Answering the budget survey is one of the 
ways you can be a part of the process; in addi-
tion, you can also attend meetings, give citizen 
comments, write emails to the different boards, 
and vote on the budget referendum. 

I’m learning all about the Constitution and 
how our founding fathers crafted documents to 
give us a democracy where everyone can speak 
their mind. Right now, in our small-town of 
Colchester, the Board of Finance is asking you 
to help them understand what you want so they 
can make the best choices possible. 

Do your part by going to the Town of Col-
chester website and using the link to the survey 
you can find in the ‘Town News’ section with 
the headline ‘Board of Finance Budget Survey’; 
complete and submit it before it closes at the 
end of March! You can also find the schedule 
for all the budget related meetings on the town 
website, too.

Everyone’s voice counts, so submit your sur-
vey today!

Respectfully,
Abby Belding – Colchester

tinctive bedrock, Hebron Gneiss, that is made 
out of 600 to 400 million-year-old ocean sedi-
ment, the effects of the last glacier, which cov-
ered Hebron between 100,000 to 20,00 years 
ago, the role of the Paleoindians, who roamed 
this land 12,000 to 8,000 years ago, or the Sa-
chem Attawanhood, who deeded vast acres of 
land to Hebron’s first colonial settlers in 1675, 
the response was fantastic. But perhaps most in-
spiring was seeing the excitement of people as 
they learned that the unique stone wall laneways 
created between 1780 and 1830 to protect the 
important glacial lodgment till soil in Hebron 
Center are still intact. Scores of people took the 
flyers for the upcoming Hebron Center Walking 
Tour. I hope you will join us too, Sunday, March 
24 at 2:30pm for this journey through time and 
space. We will meet the Raymond Brook Pre-
serve parking lot at 52 Kinney Road. The walk is 
about a mile and lasts about 40 minutes. Boots 
or hiking shoes are recommended. More details 
are posted at Save Hebron Center on Facebook.

Special thanks to The Town Center Project 
for all your hard work and hosting an outstand-
ing event and “Bringing It Home.” Judging by 
the endless stream of smiling faces, all visitors 
enjoyed it as much as I did.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Christianity Rising
To the Editor:

Americans should beware of the rising po-
litical power of the country’s fastest-growing 
Christian movement: New Apostolic Refor-
mation, a theological movement that calls for 
Christians to assert dominion over “seven 
mountains” of life – government, business, 
family, education, media, religion, and the arts. 
They are an extreme group of Christian nation-
alists, who see Donald Trump as the anointed 
person to help create a Christian state. In their 
fervor, they believe that Trump could be justi-
fied in calling for revolution. They also un-
dergird militant elements of the radical right, 
including a former Army major who runs an 
Idaho tactical-weapons training camp billed as 
being for “Christian men who believe the times 
warrant a high standard of firearms readiness.” 
Alabama Supreme Court Justice Tom Parker 
has publicly associated himself with this move-
ment—a world of megachurches, modern-day 
apostles and prophets, media empires, worship 
bands, and millions of followers. Parker ruled 
that frozen embryos should be considered “ex-
trauterine children.”

 This movement is supplying an argument for 
authoritarianism, becoming a political force be-
hind the rise of leaders such as Trump and Bra-
zil’s Jair Bolsonaro. Such leaders do not admire 

See Letters, page 6

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
for at least 24 months, have no more than 50 
employees, and be in good standing with all 
municipal, state, and federal authorities. A 
full list of eligibility and application require-
ments can be found on the commission’s web-
site at mxcrc.org.

All applicants are encouraged to attend 

a live or recorded information session for a 
better understanding on eligibility and ap-
plication requirements. To register, also visit 
mxcrc.org.

* * *
 See you next week.

To all, be well, stay safe.
For God and country, respectfully submitted 

for the commanders, the female and male vet-
erans working the booths and elsewhere within 
the Legion.

R. A. Mangillo,
Hebron American Legion Post 95 Adjutant

and VFW Post 8776 Member

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
We now offer water mitigation.

CALL TODAY

QUONSET SURPLUS
11/13 Pickering St., Portland • 860-342-0612

Hrs. Tues.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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Think Spring!
Think Outdoors!
Think Quonset!
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Read

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 3/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 3/31/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Online Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

HOPE AFTER LOSS GROUP  TriCircle 
support groups provide a safe, confidential, and 
supportive environment after having a loved 
one(s) die from a drug/alcohol related passing. 
Every three weeks 6-7:30pm. Every Monday 
rotating in 3 locations. Virtual option available. 
www.tricircle.org 860-349-7074 ana@tricircle.org

HOPE & SUPPORT GROUP TriCircle 
Hope Support Groups provide a confidential, 
and supportive environment for parents, 
guardians, and loved one(s) who have someone 
affected by the disease of addiction. Every 
Thursday 6-7:30pm rotating in 3 locations. For 
a virtual option email ana@tricircle.org www.
tricircle.org 860-349-7074

For more information on advertising your 
“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.

Where I Stand
To the Editor:

Portland’s Joanna Schnurman imagined 
anti-Semitic elements in my 3/8/24 “Israel” let-
ter. Reaching the 300-word maximum left no 
room for differentiating “Orthodox Jews” into 
its various tribes Haredi, Haralim, Hasidim, 
Sephardim, modern Orthodox Jews, etc. But 
Schnurman used this to imply I thus referenced 
all “Jews around the world.” She ignored where I 
wrote “Albert Einstein and other famous secular 
Jews” were “revolted when fascist Jewish militias 
massacred a peaceful Palestinian Arab village.” 
Thus careful readers know I stand with secu-
lar Jews, and honor them by referencing their 
opinions and building my letter around those 
opinions. I also stand with secular Christians, 
Muslims and Hindus while holding contempt 
for their literalist tribal members who believe 
they alone are God’s chosen people. These latter 
forces, along with nationalism, are civilization 
destroyers.

Thomas Paine said the study of theology was 
the study of nothing. He did not believe in the 
creeds professed by any church, because his 
own mind was his own church. So hold I. Con-
sider Netanyahu’s Israeli parliament’s increased 
funding for ultra-Orthodox schools. These Jew-
ish schools educate 20% of all Israeli students, 
drilling scriptural studies instead of science 
and math, preparing them for life in the Middle 
Ages. So said Nobel laureate Aaron Ciecha-
nover. Israeli students test below all other indus-
trialized nations in math, science and reading. 
Half of Haredi men are unemployed. With the 

Free Speech 
To the Editor:

Currently there is a case before SCOTUS 
considering if the government can censor citi-
zens through social media, in other words cen-
sor by proxy or subcontract, which the Biden 
administration has been doing but has since 
been exposed. So they have brought the case to 
SCOTUS because they want to circumvent the 
Constitution again, especially now there’s an 
election coming.

Freedom of Speech is a principle that supports 
the freedom of an individual or a community to 
articulate their opinions without fear of govern-
ment retaliation, censorship or legal sanctions. 
The importance of free speech is that people are 
free to put information out in the public eye for 
knowing individuals to distinguish.

On 12-29-2012 Obama signed HR-4310, the 
National Defense Authorization Act; section 
1078 authorizes the use of propaganda inside 
the U.S., which was banned since 1948. This re-
moved the penalties for knowingly publishing 
propaganda, giving government-sponsored me-
dia free rein to lie. It seems the government feels 
the public is somehow not as privileged as the 
media to have their voices heard, be they fact, 
opinion or fiction.

C. Anne Johnson – Marlborough

democracy. They want to eliminate it. Less re-
ligiously radical Christians may not agree with 
this ultra-religious view, but they implicitly sup-
port it when they vote for conservative candi-
dates under the thrall of Trumpism. And this 
points to the hypocrisy of Christians. Most real-
ly believe that they are nice people, and most of 
them are. However, those nice people get caught 
in the miasma of malignance that their hateful 
brethren have generated. The Christian world 
should create yet another denomination just for 
the hateful, the bigoted, the prejudiced. Then, 
truly Christian folks could exhibit what it really 
means to be aligned with Christ and his teach-
ings and not be associated with the fraudulent, 
repugnant underbelly of Christendom.

John Barnowski – Colchester

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE3-22-2447 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, 3/22 “Who Asked Lisa”
Friday, 3/29 “Violent Reign”

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out 
Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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BBQ Brunch 
Saturday
11am - 2pm
March 23rd
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Hold Your Wallet
To the Editor:

Hello Marlborough taxpayers… I hope you 
are sitting down.

At the March 14th Marlborough Board of 
Finance meeting, the town manager discussed 
the proposed budget with the Board of Finance 
and went to great lengths to justify a 3.21 mill 
rate increase (that’s a 9.24% jump) as less than 
the growth of the CPI over the course of the 
last several years. This is in spite of a whopping 
$650,000 surplus from FY 21-22 and unknown 
surpluses yet to be determined for FY 22-23 and 
FY 23-24.

It should be noted that the budget increase 
for Marlborough Elementary School comes in 
at a reasonable 2.72% and pales in comparison 
to the Town Hall operations and capital budget 
increases.

Suffice it to say, this is a huge tax increase. I 
encourage you to go to the Town of Marlbor-
ough website and pull up the Board of Finance 
meeting minutes from March 7th and 14th. You 
will find them to be interesting reading.

So, I suggest you place a firm grasp on your 
wallets and follow the budget process closely 
before you go to vote at the budget referendum 
in May.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough

Women’s History Month
To the Editor:

March is Women’s History Month and the 
theme is centered on women who advocate for 
equity, diversity and inclusion. Thinking about 
this important moment, made me remember 
how much work it was to be included in the lo-
cal political world. Twenty-plus years ago, it was 
very difficult for a woman to run for political 
office. As a Democrat, who grew up in a Repub-
lican family, I found it easy to find a friend and 
someone who shared my goals. Melissa Engel 
also had strong roots and wanted to share her 
thoughts and ideas with others.

More than once we were on the ballot, on op-
posing parties. We were both elected and served 
many terms together. This is when we realized 
that basically we agreed on many projects. We 
became a “team” and spent many hours and 
days together talking about what was best for 
East Hampton. Keep in mind…this activity was 
frowned upon by both of our parties, so we had 
to meet where no one would notice. Memorable 
times for both of us!

Today the bond is still strong and we are com-
fortable talking about those fun days as well as 
the current political climate. Our local political 
scene appears to be strong and the elected offi-
cials can achieve many great strides by working 
together.

So, Women’s History Month reminds me of 
the goals that we had years ago and how we 
achieved those goals. That was by working to-
gether and learning from each other. Thank you 
to the women who are currently serving and 
making a difference in East Hampton.

Barbara Moore – East Hampton
Note: Moore is chair of the East Hampton 

Democratic Town Committee but is speaking as 
an individual.

Wonderful Send-Off
To My Family of Friends:

Thank you for the wonderful retirement 
send-off this past weekend. You made the day 
very special for me. After 24 years working at 
the senior center I have managed to add to my 
family, a family of friends. Saturday was a tes-
timonial to that. I know how much work the 
Dream Team had to do for such a special event. 
Wow! The outpouring of caring and kindness is 
beyond words. I love East Hampton; it is a great 
community. This weekend exemplified that 
as well. Thank you to the local businesses and 
friends who contributed to the entire event, the 
food, the music, the Interact Gang, the procla-
mations and gifts. 

My words cannot express the outpouring in my 
heart. From the bottom of my heart, thank you.

Jo Ann Ewing, 
Retired East Hampton

Senior Center Director

Craft Fair Thanks
To the Editor:

Thank you to all that attended the 2024 Ma-
ple Festival Craft Fair at Gilead Congregational 
Church!

We would like to express our heartfelt grati-
tude to all the vendors and attendees of our 
Craft Fair held during the Maple Festival this 
past weekend. The event was a resounding suc-
cess thanks to the enthusiastic participation and 
support of each and every visitor. What an in-
spiration to see so many people come together 
to celebrate creativity, craftsmanship, and fel-
lowship! Your patronage by choosing to support 
small businesses and independent artists helps 
foster a thriving creative community right here 
at home. 

Once again, thank you to everyone who at-
tended our craft fair. We look forward to wel-
coming you back next spring!

The Gilead Church Family

Background Building Blocks
To the Editor:

Anyone who has ever been involved in the-
ater knows it takes more than just the people on 
stage to create a show. Those in the background 
usually don’t get credit, yet they are the building 
blocks that help to make a show run.

To the people who helped with EHMS’ Beau-
ty and the Beast Jr., I thank you. Carl Pastor, 
your beautiful artwork helped our students look 
like living portraits. Dan Mussen, you created 
a rose feature that helped add a magical touch. 
Kathy Lynch-Mussen, you helped bring our vil-
lage and castle to life with props and costumes. 
Sarah Riddell-Moore, you were at all our re-
hearsals and helped wherever you were needed, 
from painting to giving hugs. Parents of EHMS 
Drama Club students volunteered their time to 
help support their child and to help backstage 
run smoothly. Several high schoolers came to 

ultra-Orthodox population growing rapidly and 
Netanyahu happily funding it, American and 
Israeli Jews have bigger problems than label-
ing Israeli critics such as myself as anti-Semitic. 
The same holds for all religious tribes seeking 
supremacy through procreation instead of win-
ning devotees through reason and teaching 
natural law (math and science) and historical 
truths. Another Medieval ‘Dark Age’ looms if 
religious fecundity vanquishes secularist logic. 

Finally, our tax dollars are being used for Pal-
estinian genocide. Focus more there.

Edmund Smith – Andover
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969
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15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

Spring Rec Soccer Registration
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has opened 

registration for the Spring 2024 Recreational 
Soccer Season. Deadline is Sunday, April 7. To 
register, visit clubs.bluesombrero.com/port-
landsoccerclub.  

Player fees are $75 for all Rec divisions. Late 
registrations are not guaranteed and will be 
charged a late fee of $30 if accepted. Refunds 
will be given for anyone not placed on a team. 
Uniforms/jerseys are provided to all divisions, 
and a ball will also be provided to pre-k players. 
The spring season will run eight weeks, begin-
ning in late April and ending early June.  All Rec 
activities take place at the Portland Recreational 
Complex.   

Practice/game session start/end times are 

TBD, with all Saturday activities ending by 
12:30 p.m. or earlier.  PSC said it expects to op-
erate Six Rec Divisions for the season as follows: 
(1) Pre-K - U4 (born 2020); (2) Dribbler - U5 
(born 2019) and U6 (born 2018); and (3) Kicker 
Divisions - U7 (born 2017), U8 (born 2016), 
and U9 (born 2015).  Pre-K and Dribblers will 
be Saturday-only.  Kickers will hold one-hour 
practice sessions on Wednesdays and have game 
sessions on Saturdays.   

PSC is a nonprofit, volunteer-driven organi-
zation. Volunteer coaches are needed, and prior 
coaching experience is not a requirement; PSC 
said it will help all coaches who volunteer. 

If you have any questions about coaching, 
contact any of the following club officials: Chad 
Wilson, President, nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 
205-999-8842; Chris Donahue, Vice President 
and Recreational Director, donahuecj@sbc-
global.net or 860-638-7400; Anne Whalen, Reg-
istrar, awhalen34@yahoo.com or 860-690-3414.  

Scholarship Offered by Portland Garden Clubs
Applications are now available for a $500 

scholarship offered by the Portland garden 
clubs.

The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-
ating high school senior who is a resident of 
Portland and has been accepted at an accredited 
college or post-secondary school, and plans to 
pursue a major in one of the following fields: 
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation, 
environmental studies, floriculture, forestry, 
horticulture, land management, landscape de-
sign, plant pathology or allied subject. Appli-
cants must have a grade point average of at least 
3.0.

 The scholarship is funded from the proceeds 
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden 
Club. The review committee will consider the 
applicant’s academic record, ability to articulate 
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

 Applications and letters of recommenda-
tion must be received by The Garden Clubs of 
Portland, Connecticut in care of the applicant’s 
guidance or counseling department or emailed 
to sueanderson06480@aol.com  or portlandriv-
ervalleygc@gmail.com before April 20. 

Second-Hand Prose, Read & Recycle
The Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Port-

land Library, 20 Freestone Ave., is open during 
normal library hours.

There are fiction, romance, teen, and chil-
dren’s used books as well as DVDs available 
during regular library hours. Books are 50 cents 
for paperbacks and children’s books, $1 for 
trade paperbacks and $2 for hardcover. DVDs 
are 50 cents each disc unless marked otherwise. 

Also, the Friends of the Portland Library’s 
Read & Recycle program will accept dona-
tions on Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m.-
noon, in the Mary Flood Room of the library. 
The Friends welcome donations of gently used 
books, puzzles, CDs, DVDs and games. No text-
books, business books, computer books, self-

help books, VHS videos or magazines, please. 
All donated items must be in “sellable” condi-
tion; the library will not accept items that are 
dirty, moldy or in poor condition.

Donations must be dropped off at the library’s 
side door, and volunteers will be available to re-
ceive the donations. Donations are tax-deduct-
ible and acknowledgment forms will be avail-
able. Donated items are sold at various Friends’ 
book sales held throughout the year, and all 
proceeds are used to support programs of the 
Portland Library.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Town-Wide Tag Sale Coming
The Portland Historical Society’s 28th annual 

Town-Wide Tag Sale will take place Saturday, 
May 11 – and online registration and payment 
for tag sales is now open. 

Visit www.portlandhistsoc.org and click on 
the link (the big yellow banner) to register; ust 
follow the instructions online. To complete a 
paper registration form that can be mailed, visit 
the website, download and complete the form, 
and mail it to P.O. Box 98 with payment. Watch 
Rivereast for the opening date for availability 
of paper registrations at 492 Main St. in late 
March. The donation to the society for a spot 
on the Tag Sale Map is $20 until March 31. The 
registration fee during the month of April will 
be $25. Registration for sales will close April 28. 
Portland residents who sign up will be assigned 
a spot on the society’s official Tag Sale Map is-
sued for that day listing the sale locations and 

types of items featured at each one.
Local businesses and organizations can sup-

port the society by purchasing an advertising 
spot on the tag sale map. Past advertisers have 
received an email with information about this 
year’s map. Map sponsors who have not been 
contacted by email, will get a visit from a society 
volunteer in the next two weeks. New business-
es interested in having a spot on the map can 
email the society for information at portland-
cthistory@gmail.com. Tag Sale ad spots are ap-
proximately the size of a business card and cost 
$25. Map sponsorships can also be purchased 
on the website.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main 
fundraiser for the historical society. Proceeds 
help to maintain the museum and to further the 
society’s mission to collect, preserve and share 
Portland’s history.

Lions Club Scholarship 
Applications

The Portland Lions Club is now accepting 
scholarship applications for Portland resi-
dent students enrolling in post high school 
certificate or degree program that serves the 
public in some manner. 

Applications will be accepted from stu-
dents of all academic levels as well as learn-
ing challenges. Portland students can obtain 
an application form from the Portland High 
School guidance office or by emailing Port-
landctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by April 
15 for consideration. 

Stennett’s Last Dance at Portland High

Portland High School senior Luke Stennett 
returns for his final high school this spring, 
seeking a fourth individual championship as 
the team aims for a fourth straight team title. 
Stennett is pictured after winning the New Eng-
land Junior Amateur in New Hampshire, shoot-
ing a 12-under to win the event last August.   

By Josh Howard
Senior Luke Stennett and the Portland High 

School golf team are aiming to do something 
that the ‘90s Chicago Bulls would be envious of.   

After finishing atop the leaderboard at the 
state championship the past three seasons, Sten-
nett hopes to cap his high school career with a 
fourth straight state title. 

Stennett said being a lead dog is a role that he 
embraces, yet “doesn’t take for granted.” 

“It’s a cool thing to have, but I don’t let it get to 
me,” added Stennett. “I just want to try my best 
in whatever I do.”

Stennett’s incredible individual accolades 
have correlated with the team’s dominance on 
the links as the Highlanders have won three 
consecutive state championships and a trio of 
Shoreline Conference (SLC) titles during his 
tenure.

His arrival four years ago fueled the flames 
of an already red-hot program that has brought 
home a total of six state titles since 2016.   

In a day and age of private schools and player 
movement, Stennett said playing for his home-
town makes his success taste that much sweeter, 
noting, “It means the world to me.”

He added that having three local golf courses, 
along with Chris Cote’s driving range and facil-
ity at the team’s disposal is an added bonus. 

“Being able to help bring Portland three state 
championships during my high school career so 
far means a lot,” he added.

A year ago, Stennett annihilated the field at 
the Division III state championship, shooting 
a 68 (-3) to beat runner-up Shane Luca of East 
Catholic by eight strokes. His stellar score was 
tied for the lowest state championship round 
last season, equaling the 68 shot by Conard’s 
Will Gregware to win fall’s Division I state 
championships.

Stennett’s latest state title followed up a soph-
omore season in which he tied Colin Murphy of 
Coginchaug for a share of the 2022 champion-
ships and an outright win as a freshman when 
he put his name on the local map by earning a 
one-shot victory at the 2021 Division III state 
championships.       

Prior to last spring’s championship, Stennett 
announced his intentions to play college golf by 
committing to the University of Rhode Island. 

Stennett said making an early commitment 
allowed him to solely focus on his goals on the 
local links, recalling, “The second I announced 
it, it was a relief off my shoulders.”

It also enabled him to hit the ground running 
for his final offseason in high school, working 
on all areas of his games, mainly his “mental ap-
proach to the game.”  

“I think that it has dramatically changed the 
way I see the golf course,” added Stennett, who 
has also embraced the captain’s role. “I’m always 
trying to be a better leader because there is al-
ways room for improvement in that. I just want 
to be there for my teammates and try my best 
and make sure they can be at their best.”

Following his third straight state champion-
ship last spring, Stennett represented Team CT 
and won the New England Junior Amateur in 
August. 

Stennett battled windy and rainy conditions 
to shoot three solid rounds, finishing 12-under 
to win the multi-state tourney at the Mount 
Washington Golf Club in New Hampshire. 

More recently, Stennett traveled to play in the 
Jim McLean Junior Championship in Boca Ra-
ton, Florida in his final tune-up before his final 
high school season. It was the second straight 
year he has participated in the event.

At this point next year, Stennett will be com-
peting at the Division I level for the Rams in 
Rhode Island, but for now he is aiming to do 
something that not even Michael Jordan and the 
Bulls could do – win four in a row.

  “We’ve been working really hard, so hope-
fully we can get another one this year,” stated 
Stennett. “But it’s not given to us — we have to 
earn it.”

The Highlanders’ title defense officially starts 
Monday, April 3, when they welcome Coventry 
to Portland Golf Course at 2:45 p.m. 

Creative Floral Arrangements Presentation
The garden clubs of Portland will present the 

program “Creative Floral Arrangements” by 
Leah O’Hearn, co-owner and floral designer of 
It’s So Ranunculus Flower Shoppe of Marlbor-
ough, on Wednesday, March 27, at 7 p.m., at 
the Waverly Center, located on 7 Waverly Ave.

O’Hearn will demonstrate her creativity and 
style while arranging several floral designs, 
which will be raffled off to several lucky at-

tendees.
The Portland Garden Club and the Portland 

River Valley Garden Club are members of the 
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut and 
National Garden Clubs.

The program is open to the public and ad-
mission is free. Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information, call Sue at 959-
231-9630.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Thomas S. Stoto and Colin 

J. Wallace made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Fair-
field University in Fairfield.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!

0314cm
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Easter Bake Sale
The First Congregational Church of Port-

land, located at 554 Main St., will hold its 
annual Easter Bake Sale on Saturday, March 
30, from 9 a.m.-noon. 

This fundraiser supports the church’s ac-
tivities and mission. Featured items include 
cardamom bread, a variety of sweet breads, 
cakes, pies, lots of cookies, pastries, and 
bunny lollipops. 

Easter Egg Hunt
The Portland Parks & Recreation Department 

will hold its annual Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, 
March 23, at 11 a.m., at the Portland Recre-
ational Complex. Rain date is Sunday, March 
24, at 1 p.m.

Families with children ages 1-10 will have a 
blast searching for candy-filled eggs and other 
goodies. Find the golden egg and win a prize. 
Golden egg prizes will be provided by Angela 
Aresco with Carl Guild & Associates.

Tag Sale Donations Sought
The Portland Historical Society will hold its 

28th annual Town-Wide Tag Sales Day Satur-
day, May 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The so-
ciety will participate with its own tag sale on the 
grounds of the Ruth Callander House Museum 
of Portland History. 

Volunteers from the society will receive items 
in good condition at the Ruth Callander House 
garage, 492 Main Street, from 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturdays, April 13 and 20. No textbooks, 
electronics (including computers or printers), 

clothing or footwear, large furniture or un-
wieldy items (dirty, broken, rusty) are accepted. 
Vintage and antique items are always welcome. 
If you are cleaning and tossing photos from the 
past, please contact the historical society to find 
out if the it would like them for their collection. 
These photos can be of people, places and events 
from Portland’s history.

For more information on donating items or 
photographs, call 860-982-1486 or email Port-
landCThistory@gmail.com.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. A recording of the service is posted to 
YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Throughout Lent, Zion has been collecting 
various items for the Portland Food Bank. On 
March 24, the church is especially collecting 
shaving cream, hand lotion and body lotion; but 
any items are welcome at any time.

The schedule for Holy Week at Zion is: Maun-
dy Thursday Service: March 28, 6 p.m.; Good 
Friday Worship, March 29, 6 p.m.; Easter Sun-
day, March 31, 9 a.m. 

Members of Zion will also participate in the 
annual community “Cross Walk” beginning 
at St. Mary Church, at noon on Good Friday, 
March 29.

Sunday School for children ages 3 to 16 meets 
the first and third Sunday of each month at 
10:15 a.m.  Adult Bible Study is continuing its 
discussion of The Chosen video series and meets 
the second and fourth Sunday of each month at 
10:15 a.m. 

All are welcome to all worship services and 
special events. For more information or if in 
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is an open and affirming 
congregation of the United Church of Christ. 
All are welcome to participate in the worship 
services and activities of the church. The church 
is handicapped accessible and also offers You 
Tube services for those unable to attend in per-
son. The church office is open three mornings a 
week, and may be reached at 860-342-3244.

Worship Services: Held each Sunday at 10 
a.m. The March 24 Palm Sunday worship ser-
vice will be led by the Intentional Interim Min-
ister, the Rev. Barry McCarthy. Palms will be 
distributed at the service. Coffee hour follows 
the service and is a time of fellowship for all. All 
are invited to participate in the worship service 
and coffee hour.

Easter Bake Sale: Saturday, March 30, 9 a.m.-
noon. Cookies, breads, pies, candy and assorted 
treats will be available.

Holy Week: Maundy Thursday Service is on 
March 28 and will begin at 7 p.m.

On Friday, March 29, the Portland religious 
community will lead a Good Friday walk around 
Portland’s Village District. The walk begins at 
noon at St. Mary Roman Catholic Church.

Easter Sunday is March 31. Two services will 

take place. The first is at 7 a.m. and will be an 
outdoor service held in the backyard of the 
church. The 10 a.m. Sunday worship will be held 
in the church.

Children’s Activities: Church School and 
Infant/Toddler Care are available each Sunday. 
School aged children begin in the worship ser-
vice in the sanctuary with their families and will 
be brought downstairs for church school after 
the Children’s Message. Infants/toddlers may 
be dropped off in Fellowship Hall before the 
service or at any point during the service. The 
Faith Formation program is under the direction 
of Mary Clark.

Adult Choir: All are welcome to join the 
choir, which sings at Sunday worship services. 
Choir practice is held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Women’s Fel-
lowship of the church sponsors a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. All knitters are invited to be part of 
the knitting group that makes the shawls on 
Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

Twelve-Step Groups: Alanon meets at the 
church on Sundays at 7 p.m. Living Clean meets 
at the church on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Community Outreach and Service: The 
church collects non-perishable food for Port-
land Food Bank and Amazing Grace Food Pan-
try at each Sunday’s worship service. The church 
sponsors meals for Streetfire Ministries and St. 
Vincent De Paul in Middletown. 

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from September to June. Contact 
Amy Jahnke at 860-342-1111 or 1stchurchnurs-
eryschool@gmail.com for more information.

Quarry View to be Redesigned as Nordic Spa
By London Brazal 

A 6.14-acre site at the north end of Brown-
stone Ave overlooking the historic Portland 
quarries has been approved to be sold and rede-
signed into a Nordic spa. 

Earlier this month, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission unanimously approved, 5 to 0, the 
request for Quarry View Historic Park to build 
a Nordic-inspired spa. The land, located at 311 
Brownstone Avenue, was purchased by Dean 
Soucy and Darlene Rice five years ago. The 
couple transformed the area from an informal 
dump to a historic park. 

Soucy and Rice bought the land to keep 
Soucy’s equipment but then instantly fell in love 
with it and quit his demanding job. Rice told the 
Rivereast that she was born and raised in Port-
land and that her husband 100% belonged here, 
working on the land. Though, both in their 60s, 
they were ready to see the next chapter of Quar-
ry View and decided to put it on the market. “It’s 
a great town and this will be a phenomenal ad-
dition to not only the tax base but the people 
itself and the next generation,” said Rice. 

Pomeroy Lodging is a Canadian-based com-
pany in the hospitality industry and opened its 
first hotel in British Columbia in the 1940s. The 
company prides itself on honesty, quality, in-
dustry and family. The organization now owns 
20 properties and employs nearly 3,000 people. 
Nordic spas are newer in the company’s endeav-
ors and have locations in Kananaskis, Alberta, 
Canada, as well as in Girdwood, Ala. According 
to the company, no spas look the same. Alyeska 
Nordic Spa and Kananaskis Nordic Spa both 

have a mountain and forest aesthetic while the 
rendering for Portland has a barn-like theme to 
match the history of the surrounding area. 

The Nordic spa concept is inspired by Scan-
dinavian wellness and encourages guests to use 
hydrotherapy. The wellness motto is hot, cold, 
rest and repeat. The hydrotherapy cycle is de-
signed to relax the mind and body. As an all-
season destination, there are indoor and out-
door relaxation services. In the design, there are 
some hot tubs, saltwater baths, saunas, steam 
rooms, a cold plunge, a bistro and a lounge. 

New construction will span 33,000 square 
feet across the area and parking is already in 
place without a need to expand the lot. Based on 
the designs, there will be an underground de-
tention system and water quality unit with mul-
tiple rain gardens. Buildings are going where 
the turnaround was and the organization will 
be saving the landscape and adding native trees 
and plants to add to the authenticity of the area. 
According to First Selectman Ryan Curley, the 
spa will create about 70 new jobs and construc-
tion is expected to begin around May or June of 
this year. A completion date is targeted for 2025. 

Curley told the Rivereast that this is roughly 
a $40 million project but will be a big revenue 
generator. The company reached out in 2022 
and discussion has been developing ever since. 
“It’s really good for the town and their plan is to 
make Portland the health and wellness capital 
of New England,” said Curley. With that, the spa 
gives another reason for people to visit Portland 
which can lead to more exposure of the small 

local businesses. The company had ideas to 
bring the Nordic spas to the continental United 
States and originally had thoughts of building 
in Colorado. After more searching, Pomeroy 
Lodging wound up in Portland. 

The history of the quarries extends to the 
1650s when an English stonecutter came to 
Portland, according to the town’s website. Euro-
pean Americans were enticed by the availability 
of brownstone, a valuable resource for grave-
stones and construction. With the Connecti-
cut River a few feet away, the accessibility to 
the brownstone quarries made transportation 
affordable. Many family businesses flourished 
that eventually consolidated into three partner-
ships. In the 1850s, the town supplied brown-
stone all over the country, Canada and England.

Quarry View is a brownstone quarry, more 
than 330 years old, and registered as a Historic 
National Landmark. There are natural springs 
and artifacts including dinosaur prints and 
carved dates in the stones dating back to the 
1880s. At the east end of the property, there is 
a trail that leads to 80-ft brownstone walls left 
from the quarry’s operations. The patio has 
been a place of gathering, where the couple 
hosted drum circles, weddings, celebrations of 
life and unique camping. 

Rice explained that she and her husband will 
work as consultants to make sure the company 
retains the history and integrity of the land. “It’s 
extremely important that they will do it,” com-
mented Rice. “We’re ready to see the new life.”

Bar Association to Award Scholarships
Attorney Richard F. Paladino, Chair of the 

Middlesex County Bar Association Scholarship 
Committee, has announced that the Middlesex 
County Bar Association will, once again, award 
a total of $3,000 in funding for two scholarships 
of $1,500 each.

The association’s president, attorney AnnMa-
rie Rocco, has continued this scholarship pro-
gram and the expansion of eligibility this year 
to include both seniors attending Middlesex 
County high schools and all high school seniors 

residing within Middlesex County but attend-
ing schools elsewhere.

Middlesex County includes the Rivereast 
towns of Portland and East Hampton. 

The award recipients will be honored at the 
association’s Law Day luncheon on May 3.

Applications can be obtained from Paladino 
and any questions can be answered by con-
tacting him at rfpgwpsherwood@aol.com. The 
deadline to receive applications is April 5.
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Police News
3/7: Ordro Sanders, 38, of East Haddam, was 

arrested and charged with violation of proba-
tion, Portland Police said.

3/15: Justin Slater, 34, of 204 Jobs Pond Rd., 
was arrested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and interfering with an officer, police said.

3/17: Jonathan Myers, 23, of St. Cloud, Fla., 
was arrested and charged with fourth-degree 
criminal mischief and disorderly conduct, po-
lice said.

3/17: Robert McLellan, 41, of 183 Rose Hill 
Rd., was arrested and charged with violation of 
protective order, police said.

From the State Representative’s Desk
2024 Legislative Goals

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
What’s in store for the 2024 legislative session? We are tasked with proposing, debating, and 

voting on legislation by midnight on May 8 – and things move fast. This year, I have promoted 
bills that echo resident concerns including crime, excess state taxes, artificial intelligence ad-
vancement, and more. Below, I want to share some of my proposals and information on how 
you can participate in the lawmaking process.

My legislative goals are simple: support our police, implement affordable solutions, protect 
our newborns, and advance quality legislation that respects the fiscal guardrails established in 
2017. These guardrails, which were put in place to responsibly spend while paying down state 
debt, are essential to ensuring a stable economy that doesn’t financially burden our middle- and 
low-income families.

On crime, our police are working hard to keep us safe, however current laws continue to re-
strict them from doing so to the best of their professional ability. That’s why I proposed restoring 
a police officer’s ability to execute consent searches of vehicles and to pursue suspects of prop-
erty crimes. Also, with rising concerns of impaired driving, I support legislation that permits 
officers to conduct motor vehicle stops when they see marijuana.

On affordability, I want to create an opt-out option for the state’s family leave payroll tax and 
exempt children’s clothing under $100 from the state’s sales tax. Alongside maintaining our 
commitment to the successful fiscal guardrails, these bills will provide significant financial relief 
to our residents and families.

On public health, I submitted proposals to increase access to rapid sequence genome testing 
for critically ill newborns, expand newborn screening, and create an expansive mechanism for 
plasma donation centers in Connecticut. 

On the environment, I am advocating for the Department of Transportation to replant the 
same number of trees removed during road construction locally, and for the state to create a 
stewardship program to encourage environmentally friendly disposal of solar panels.

On technology, I’ve submitted a proposal to criminalize deepfake pornography created by 
advanced artificial intelligence (AI) technology. Deepfakes are images using someone’s likeness 
without their consent and my bill is intended to promote unsuspecting residents from becom-
ing the victim of such a vile crime.

Don’t forget: You also play a role in the legislative process and there are multiple ways to par-
ticipate. Be sure to follow me on Facebook (@repcarpino), Instagram (@staterepcarpino), and 
to consider testifying at a public hearing.

As always, never hesitate to reach out to me with your questions, ideas, and concerns about 
any state issue by emailing me at Christie.Carpino@housegop.ct.gov or by calling me at 860-
240-8700.

State Rep. Christie Carpino
R-32nd District

Portland & Cromwell

Absentee Ballots, Early Voting
for Presidential Primary

Absentee ballots are now available for the 
April 2 presidential preference primary. Reg-
istered members of the Democratic Party and 
Republican Party can obtain an application in 
person at the town clerk’s office, by calling 860-
342-6743, or visiting the town clerk page of the 
town’s website, www.portlandct.org, for addi-
tional options. 

Any applications or completed absentee bal-
lots should be returned to the town clerk’s office 
at Town Hall, mailed to the town clerk’s office 
at P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480 or left in the 
election drop box, located by the rear entrance 
of the Town Hall.

Also, early voting will be available for this 

primary. Early voting will be held on the follow-
ing days from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Tuesday, March 
26; Wednesday, March 27; Thursday, March 28; 
and Saturday, March 30. Early voting will occur 
at Portland Town Hall, 33 East Main St., on the 
ground floor. Curbside voting will be available 
for early voting. Residents requiring curbside 
assistance can call the Early Voting Room at 
860-342-6740 when they arrive.

Electors participating in early voting will com-
plete their ballot and deposit it into an early vot-
ing envelope, similar to the absentee ballot pro-
cess. The sealed envelope will then be securely 
stored and counted at the polls on April 2.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit the 
calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional. Holiday Closing: Fri-
day, March 29, for Good Friday. 

Passport to Connecticut Libraries Program: 
April 1-30. To participate, start at Portland Li-
brary and show your library card to pick up 
your passport and collect your first stamp. Then 
take your passport along as you visit as many of 
the participating public libraries in our state and 
collect a stamp from each one throughout April. 
If you visit at least five libraries, and then hand 
in your passport at Portland Library (due back 
by 5 p.m. Friday, May 10) you have the chance 
to win a prize from the CT Library Association.

Youth Programs: Spring Storytimes: Regis-
tration is underway and, due to overwhelming 
demand, the library has opened a second pre-
school storytime session at 11:30 a.m. All other 
storytime sessions are waitlist only.

Chess with Michael Pelton: Monday, March 
25, 3 p.m. All ages are invited to train for the 
Portland Chess Battle Royale on March 26. Reg-
istration is not required, but is recommended.

Egg-cellent Adventures: Thursdays at 3:30 
p.m. April 4, 18 & 25, for grades K-2. Explore 
the wonders of the incredible edible egg. Space 
is limited.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Saturdays, April 6 
and May 4, 10:30 a.m.-noon. The library has an-
nounced a partnership with Middletown High 
School’s animal ambassador program. Each 
month, the library will host a therapy animal, 
and kids between the ages of 6 and 12 can make 
an appointment for a 15-minute session to read 
to an animal buddy. 

Matchbox Madness: Tuesday, April 9, 11 
a.m., for grades pre-K-2. Design your very own 
race car and then test it out on our race track. 
Space is limited.

Family PJ Storytime: Wednesday, April 10, 
6:30 p.m. Throw on some pajamas, grab a spe-
cial stuffed friend, and help celebrate Week of 
the Young Child with a storytime and craft ac-
tivity.

Nintendo Switch Drop-In Play: Thursday, 
April 11, 2-4 p.m. The library recently acquired 
a Nintendo Switch for programming. Kids in 
grades 2-5 are welcome to come for drop-in 
gaming including Mario Kart 8 Deluxe. No reg-
istration is required for this event.

Teen Programs: LGBTQ+ Dungeons & 
Dragons Sessions: Wednesdays, April 3 and 17, 
6 p.m., for ages 13-19. On April 3, learn the ba-
sics of D&D and create your own character. The 
library will have 3D-printed icons you can custom 
design. Then on April 17, put your new character 
and skills to the test in your first game quest. Reg-
istration is recommended, but not required.

Chopped: Taco Edition!: Monday, April 15, 
3:30 p.m. You’ll be making tacos as a team, 
choosing from an assortment of delicious and 
fresh ingredients to make your tasty taco recipe. 
All ingredients are nut-free but may contain 
dairy, eggs or gluten. Space is limited.

Adult Programs: Medicare Basics: Tuesday, 
March 26, 6 p.m. Learn all about this necessary 
benefit and which program is right for you. Reg-
istration requested.

March Art Exhibit – Youth Art Month: 
The visual arts instructors for  Portland Public 
Schools present an exhibit of student drawings, 
paintings, prints and ceramics created by stu-
dents from grade 7-12 in celebration of Youth 
Art Month. The exhibit runs through April 3.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
April 2, 1 p.m. Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie 
Garmus will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, April 4, 6:30 p.m. The 
Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid. 
Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, April 16, 
1 p.m. Get Shorty by Elmore Leonard will be 
discussed.

Ukulele Classes: Tuesdays, April 9-30, 5:15 
p.m. Staff at Conn Valley School of Music and 
Dance will offer four weeks of free 45-minute 
beginner lessons for ages 11 and up and adults 
of all ages. Bring your own ukulele or borrow 
one from the library. Space is limited.

Monthly Writers’ Cafe: Saturdays, April 20, 
May 18 and June 15, at 12:30 p.m. in the Van 
Beynum Room. The first hour will be quiet, 
communal, writing time, with the final 30 min-
utes set aside to chat about your project with fel-
low writers.

Portland Vet Moves to Cobalt 

Drs. Jonathan and Christine Gustavson have moved their veterinary practice to a 
historic home in Cobalt. With original brick and wood filling the spacious rooms, 
pets and families alike can enjoy a welcoming atmosphere. 

By London Brazal
Keeping the rustic and historic aesthetic of an 

1823 home, the Portland Veterinary Hospital, 
owned by Jonathan and Christine Gustavson, 
has moved to Cobalt. 

Jonathan and Christine Gustavson studied 
at Oklahoma State University and moved to 
Connecticut to work as veterinarians. Jona-
than worked with the Pieper-Olson Veterinary 
Hospital in Middletown while Christine was 
in Cheshire but later joined the Pieper-Olson 
team.

 About eight and a half years ago, the Gustav-
sons bought the Portland location, which used 
to be a Pieper-Olson satellite. They right away 
knew they wanted to expand since the space 
was small and felt cramped for their operations. 
However, it was not possible to increase the 
size of the Portland building because of zoning 
regulations and other obstacles. Ultimately, they 
wanted a bigger space to better serve their cli-
ents and provide care for their pets; having more 
rooms allows for everything to flow smoothly. 

As it turned out, they didn’t have to go far.
The Gustavsons live in East Hampton, and 

would often drive by a semi-abandoned house 
and barn on Route 151 in Cobalt. As it turned 
out, a client owned the property and the couple 
contacted him about selling. With no vet in East 
Hampton, it was a perfect fit. In 2020, the offi-
cial request was presented to the town to change 
the zoning of the building at 9 Middle Haddam 
Rd. to allow for commercial use. In multiple 
public letters of support, the themes were the 
same. Fellow residents said how the Gustavsons 
would keep their promise of restoring the his-
toric charm of the home and how the couple 
has had a successful practice in Portland and 
are happy with their business. Other residents 
showed support for the move to East Hampton 
because it would help revitalize the Cobalt Cen-
ter and hopefully attract future businesses. Ulti-
mately, the request was approved and the couple 

began construction. The couple noted that they 
were fortunate for everything to go as planned 
and the only challenging part was time, trying 
to get everything done and in order to open. 

Jonathan told the Rivereast that his wife was 
the planner and how the two wanted to keep the 
authentic charm of an 1823 home. 

“Christine would go over things and make 
sure everything was on task. We enjoyed using 
the old materials and keeping it authentic,” Jona-
than said. When they first purchased the house, 
many rooms were already gutted which left the 
couple with many crafty choices. Trees that were 
knocked down to create additions for the house, 
were milled to use as countertops and trim for 
the doors. Some of the original windows were 
reused while the newer ones still match the aes-
thetic. The Gustavsons especially thank Nino 
Malatesta with Post & Beam who helped with 
the framing and structure of the house. 

Other pieces that were recycled included the 
old flooring which is not used as a ceiling in 
some rooms. The old fireplace mantel remains 
while the brick has been used to decorate the 
receptionist’s desk. The Gustavsons’ kids even 
took the wallpaper from the original rooms and 
used them as backdrops for photos of the old 
house and maps of Cobalt when the house was 
first built. To further emulate the rich history of 
the community itself, Christine explained how 
the main colors are cobalt blue. 

Another goal for the new veterinary clinic lo-
cation was to make itself part of the community. 
“We’re a local vet and we wanted to stick with 
the community,” Christine said. The barn in the 
back of the property was a milking barn and 
still has the cow stalks. The couple plans to fix it 
up and, even though they will not be taking on 
any other types of animals in terms of services, 
they hope to have goats. With that, Jonathan 
mentioned how some inspiration was to create 
a museum look with maps and photos to show 
the history of the area. 

Fortunately, the transition to Cobalt has been 
running smoothly. And, since the new location 
is only a five-minute drive from the old one, it 
has not been a big deal for the Portland clients. 

As of now, the services remain the same with 
the focus on cats and dogs. There is a part-time 
doctor and the couple hopes later on, they will 
be able to add another full-time position. The 
Gustavsons noted they are always taking new 

local clients. 
With the move, the new name is the Cobalt 

Veterinary Clinic. For now, know, the old web-
site still remains; for more information on the 
practice, visit portlandvethospital.com.

Cobalt Veterinary Clinic, located at 9 Middle 
Haddam Rd., can be reached by phone at 860-
342-3399.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds 

Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church 
School. 

On Fridays, the church is open for prayer and 
meditation, and for Anglican Prayer beading, 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  All are welcome; no 
prior beading experience is required. 

All are invited to the church’s Holy Week and 
Easter services. The church will worship jointly 
with Holy Trinity in Middletown on Palm Sun-
day, March 24, at 9:30 a.m., and on Good Friday, 

March 29, at 7 p.m. On March 28 at 6 p.m., there 
will be a Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner and 
stripping of the altar. The church’s Easter Service 
will be celebrated at 9:30 a.m. on March 31.

For more information, the church’s calendar 
of events, to donate, or to listen to past sermons 
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have 
prayer requests, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Darryl 
Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.
com or call 860-342-0458.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or to 
register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The 
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior center does 
not need any donations directed toward the se-
nior center. People are asked to only leave dona-
tions for the Food Bank, and only during food 
bank hours. 

Medical Equipment Donations: Call the se-
nior center to ask if the center is seeking medical 
equipment donations at this time. Due to limited 
space, donations cannot be accepted at the senior 
center without prior approval by the director.

Volunteers Wanted: The senior center is also 
looking for volunteers to help with the congre-
gate meals starting in June.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light Aero-
bics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance and 
Fitness, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday: Bears on a 
Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy bears 
for cancer patients – donations are sought of 
light fleece, one yard or more, for making bears 
(to donate, call 860-342-0809); Watercolor Class, 
9:30 a.m.-noon (to register, email bivenne@ya-
hoo.com); Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Set-
back, 1 p.m.; Dulcimer Progressive Class, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; AARP Tax 
Service: Every Wednesday until April 10, from 9 

a.m.-noon – appointments necessary by calling 
Judy or Holly at 860-342-6761; Thursday: Stretch 
& Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; UConn 
Nutritional Cooking Class, 10:30 a.m.; Mahjong, 
12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: Senior cen-
ter closed in observance of Good Friday.

Special Events: Blood Pressure Clinics: 
10:30-11:30 a.m. on the first Monday of each 
month (note: if that day is a holiday, the clinic is 
the following week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for the Foot Clinic, held the second Wednesday 
of the month with Stacey Cormier RN. She will 
offer many services for $35. Call to register.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak at 
myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Friday. The delivery usually 
takes about an hour. For full details, call Holly at 
860-342-6761.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-

ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required unless noted.

Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp (Spring 
Break & Summer Sessions 1-3): Taught by 
Portland High School boys basketball coach 
David Bradbury, campers will learn the funda-
mentals of basketball. Camp is held Monday-
Friday between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the PHS 
gym. The Spring Break session is April 8-12. 
The first summer session is June 24 June 28; the 
second summer session is July 15-29; the third 
summer session is Aug. 5-9.

Ladies’ Spring Golf Clinic: Mondays, April 
22-May 20, 6-7 p.m., at Portland West Golf 
Course.

Junior Golf Workshop (Grades K-8): Sat-
urdays, April 20-May 11, at Portland West Golf 
Course. The K-2 class is from 12:30-1:30 p.m.; 
the grades 3-5 class is from 1:45-2:45 p.m.; and 
the grades 6-8 class is from 3-4 p.m. 

Kids’ Blast: Morning (7-8:15 a.m.) and af-
ternoon (3-6 p.m.) child care is available, for 
students enrolled in grades K-6 in the Portland 
Public School system. Call Parks and Rec. for 
prices and more information.

Self-Defense for Women: Sunday, March, 31, 
6-8 p.m., at The Inner Circle.

Skyhawks – Multi-Sport (Age 2-5): Saturday 

mornings, April 13-May 11, at Riverfront Park. 
This soccer, baseball and basketball class uses 
age-appropriate games and activities. Parent 
participation required for ages 2-3.5 years.

Connecticut Certificate of Personal Water-
craft Operation (CPWO): Monday, April 1, 
and Wednesday, April 3, from 5-9 p.m., at Port-
land Library. The successful completion of this 
eight-hour beginner boating class will give you 
the knowledge and a Completion Certificate 
needed to obtain a boater’s license/certifica-
tion in Connecticut. There will also be a session 
Tuesday, May 21, and Wednesday, May 22, at 
the same times. 

Summer Quest Camps: Monday-Friday, 
from June 24-Aug. 9., at the Portland high and 
middle school. Kiddie Camp runs 8:45 a.m.-1 
p.m., and Base Camp and Teen Camp each run 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Extended AM and PM care 
available for Base Camp. 

Drop-In Basketball: Mondays (for women) 
and Tuesdays (for men), 7:30-9 p.m., through 
May, at Portland Middle School. Free for Port-
land residents.

Drop-In Volleyball: Wednesdays, 6:30-
8 p.m., through May, at Gildersleeve School. 
FREE for Portland residents.

 Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 
the Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265 
Main St.

Ronna L. Kuzminski Memorial Scholarship
ConnValley School of Music & Dance is 

now accepting applications for the Ronna L. 
Kuzminski Memorial Scholarship. 

ConnValley School of Music & Dance will 
be granting $500 to a graduating senior from 
Portland High School. This senior must be at-
tending a two- or four-year accredited college in 

pursuit of a career in dance, music, or the arts. 
Prior students of Conn Valley School of Music 
& Dance will be given priority.

Portland students can obtain an application 
form from the Portland High School guidance 
office. All applications must be received by April 
15 to be considered.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. A recording of the service is posted to 
YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School for children ages 3 to 16 meets 
the first and third Sunday of each month at 
10:15 a.m.  Adult Bible Study is continuing its 
discussion of The Chosen video series and meets 
the second and fourth Sunday of each month at 

10:15 a.m. 
Throughout Lent, Zion has collected items 

on Sundays for Portland Food Bank. Items to 
be collected this Sunday, March 24, are shaving 
cream, hand lotion, and body lotion. However, 
any items are welcome at any time. 

All are welcome to all worship services and 
special events. For more information or if in 
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor 
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 

Antonelle for an appointment.
Other Programs: For information on faith 

formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Bereavement Support Group: The group 
meets every second Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome to 
attend. For more information, call Susan Bon-
giorno at 860-685-1966.

Memorial Day Parade – Invitation to Participate
Portland’s Memorial Day parade will take 

place Sunday, May 26, rain or shine – and local 
groups and organizations are invited to partici-
pate. 

The parade will assemble at Victoria Road at 
1:30 p.m. Floats or vehicles should assemble at 
12:30 p.m. Step-off will be at 2 p.m. 

The procession will stop for a brief ceremony 
at the Civil War monument on Bartlett Street, 
it will continue down Main Street as usual. A 
reviewing stand will be stationed at the Brown-
stone Intermediate School. The parade will then 
turn left on Waverly Avenue, left onto East Main 

Street, and right onto Fairview Street, ending at 
Veterans Memorial Park.

Details about no parking and road closures for 
the day will be announced in the weeks ahead.

Registration forms may be picked up at 117 
Main St. For more information, contact Sara 
Sterry Rutter, parade organizer, at 860-250-2041 
or ssterryrutter@yahoo.com. People interested 
in volunteering for the Memorial Day Parade 
Committee should also contact Rutter.

Visit “Portland Memorial Day Parade” on 
Facebook, as additional information will be 
posted there.

Portland Exchange Offering Scholarship
The Portland Exchange Club will offer the 

$1,000 John W. Goodrich Scholarship to any 
Portland resident senior going on to a higher 
education institution after graduation.

For the scholarship, the club is looking for the 
student to provide the committee with a short 
essay describing their community service and 
its impact on how the community benefited. 

Other secondary factors considered are good 
academic achievement and participation in ex-
tracurricular activities.

The application for the scholarship is avail-
able at the Portland High School Counseling 
Center and online at www.portlandexchange.
org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. Deadline for 
applications is April 15.

Free Throw Excellence… Portland’s Aeryn Hall (left) converted 20 of 25 free 
throws and won in the 12-year old girls Knights of Columbus State Championship 
Free Throw event at St. Paul Catholic high school in Bristol on Saturday, Feb. 24. 
Also at the event, Portland’s Connor Cummings (right) converted 15 of 25 bas-
ketball free throws and won in the 10-year old boys category. Aeryn and Conner 
competed against boys and girls, ages 9 through 14, from around the state. This 
was the third consecutive state championship victory for Aeryn. Aeryn and Conner 
advanced to the state championship by winning on Jan. 26 at Brownstone Council 
7 Saint Mary’s free throw event in Portland.

Xavier/Mercy College Fair
Xavier and Mercy high schools will hold a 

College Fair Thursday, April 4, from 6-8 p.m., at 
Xavier, 181 Randolph Rd.

More than 100 colleges will be in attendance. 
The fair is open to all high school students from 
Xavier, Mercy and surrounding towns.

Honor Society Inductee
Jake Thompson of Portland, a student at East-

ern Connecticut State University, was recently 
inducted into the Omicron Delta Kappa leader-
ship honor society.

Thompson is a sophomore majoring in busi-
ness administration.

Dean’s List
Brynn Hennessey of Portland made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Bryant University in Smithfield, R.I.
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WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Lenten Reconciliation: Mondays during 
Lent, from 5-6 p.m. 

Lenten Stations of the Cross: Fridays be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Most Fridays also include a 
simple soup supper prior to Stations, at 6 p.m.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles 

leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena 
Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the 
church office. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. All are welcome to join. 
More information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held weekly for Marlborough Food 
Bank. You may also bring non-perishable food 
or household donations directly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday morn-
ings. Sandwich-making and collection is the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found on the church website and 
are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, book 
club, OCIA, Knights of Columbus or other min-
istries, call the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, 
or look for the church on Facebook (Saint John 
Fisher Roman Catholic Church).

4th Friday @ the Arts Café
The Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 

N. Main St., will present the jazz saxophonist 
Daniel Bennett and his Daniel Bennett Group at 
the 4th Friday @ the Arts Café on Friday, March 
22, at 7:30 p.m. 

Admission is $10. Doors open at 7 p.m. with 
the show beginning at 7:30. You are welcome to 
BYOW. The center is handicapped-accessible 
and there is on-site parking.

Holiday Closing
Town Hall, the Senior Center, and the 

Public Works garage will be closed Friday, 
March 29, in observance of Good Friday.

Easter Egg Hunt
Marlborough Parks and Recreation will hold 

its annual Easter Egg Hunt at Blish Park on Sun-
day, March 30.

Ages 2 and under are at 11 a.m.; ages 3-5 are 
at 11:30 a.m.; ages 6-8 are at 11:15 a.m.; and ages 
9-10 are at 11:45 a.m.

No registration is necessary. Call 860-295-
6203 for more information.

Man Charged With Going 
115 MPH on Route 66

Joshua Secore

By Michael Sinkewicz
An East Hampton 

man was arrested last 
week after allegedly 
driving over 100 mph 
on a local road and 
attempting to elude 
police.

Joshua Secore, 27, 
was traveling on Route 
66 in Marlborough at 
8:35 p.m. on March 
13 when a trooper 
clocked him at 105 
mph, according to 
state police.

Secore was charged with first-degree reckless 
endangerment, interfering with an officer and 
reckless operation of a motor vehicle. He was 
released on a $5,000 non-surety bond, according 
to police, and will be arraignment next month at 
Manchester Superior Court.

Police stated that Secore was heading to-
wards East Hampton from the center of Marl-
borough. A trooper of the state police traffic 
unit was in the area as part of its “High Risk 
Rural Road” initiative, police said.

As Secore’s GMC K2500 pickup truck ap-
proached other vehicles on the road, he 

weaved into the opposing lane to pass them, 
according to police. The trooper – who was 
stationed ahead of Secore – turned on his 
cruiser’s lights, but instead of stopping, Secore 
accelerated and reached an estimated speed in 
excess of 115 mph, police stated.

Secore was seen going around another ve-
hicle at the crest of a hill in a curved section 
of the road, which created a “serious physical 
injury to themself and others,” police stated in 
a news release.

After the trooper caught up to him, Secore 
“abruptly” stopped in a residential driveway, 
according to police. Although the trooper told 
Secore to remain in his vehicle, he exited the 
GMC, police said. 

“Believing that Secore was about to flee 
from the scene on foot, Secore was immedi-
ately taken into custody without further inci-
dent,” according to the police release.

Secore then “verbally admitted” he was 
“aware that the trooper was about to initiate a 
traffic stop” and that he “purposefully acceler-
ated and entered a driveway in an attempt to 
elude the trooper,” the news release stated.

Following the on-scene investigation, 
Secore was taken to Troop K to be processed.

Rotary Club Scholarship
East Hampton Rotary Club Scholarship appli-

cations are available to high school seniors who 
reside in either East Hampton or Marlborough.

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the 
State of Connecticut and use the scholarship for 
expenses at an accredited school. The school 
may be a 4- or 5-year college or university, a 

community college, a trade school or a commer-
cial school. There are multiple single- and multi-
year scholarships available. 

Applications are due by April 8, and are avail-
able online at tinyurl.com/EHRotaryScholar-
ship2024, or through the guidance department 
of the East Hampton, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and 
Vinal high schools.

Realtors Meet with Legislators

Marlborough resident Ken Hjulstrom 
(left) spoke with Connecticut legislators, 
including state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55), at 
a recent event held by the Greater Hart-
ford Association of Realtors (GHAR) and 
the Connecticut Association of Realtors.

On March 5, the Greater Hartford Associa-
tion of Realtors (GHAR) and the Connecticut 
Association of Realtors held an event at GHAR’s 
headquarters in Hartford to meet with Con-
necticut legislators who serve on the Insurance 
and Real Estate Committee and the Housing 
Committee.

The Connecticut legislators on hand included 
state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55), who serves on the 
Housing Committee. GHAR Government Af-
fairs Committee member and Marlborough 
realtor Ken Hjulstrom took the opportunity to 
speak with the legislators in attendance regard-
ing bills that are being presented that address 
various issues involving real estate, affordable 
housing and tenant/landlord rights. Members 
of the the Connecticut Association of Realtors 
also talked about attempts to put incentives in 
place to convert vacant or underutilized com-
mercial properties for residential use.

Hjulstrom spoke to the legislators on hand 
about a public forum held in Marlborough on 
Feb. 27. At that forum, about 50 Marlborough 
residents were in attendance to discuss man-
dates and proposals aimed at increasing the 
number of “affordable housing” units in Marl-
borough. This is a topic of conversation in many 
local communities.

As the spring legislative session moves for-
ward, Senate Bill SB No. 6, “An Act Concerning 
Housing (To make housing more affordable for 
Connecticut residents),” will be winding its way 
through hearings. Anyone interested in learn-

ing more about this SB No. 6 and other legis-
lation can read more about the details on the 
Connecticut General Assembly website.

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL COME AND FILL 
UP YOUR TANKS UP YOUR TANKS 

FOR YOUR RV FOR YOUR RV 
AND GAS GRILL!AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! 
See our website below for what is available now! 

NOW HIRING:
Experienced Full Time
Auto Mechanic

Arts Center Exhibit
at Town Hall

The Marlborough Arts Center is holding an 
exhibit at Town Hall, featuring artwork by East 
Hampton resident Dianne Gorrick.

Gorrick is a former art teacher at Bacon 
Academy. Her current display ranges from tra-
ditional landscapes to imaginative themes.

This exhibit is open to the public during 
normal business hours at Town Hall, and will 
run through June 30. For more information, 
visit www.marlborougharts.org, or contact 
the Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or marlbor-
oughartscenter@gmail.com.
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
Do you LOVE spending time

with animals of all kinds?
Would you like to earn

extra money on YOURYOUR schedule?

To find out more…
Text Suzanne at 860.368.9125
Email shakefour@yahoo.com
Visit shakealegpetsitting.com

or Scan the QR code!

Have fun, make money, love animals!

Join our team of Independent 
Dog Walkers & Pet Sitters at:

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Brian Capozza and 

Cole Pilkington made the fall 2023 Dean’s List 
at Rochester Institute of Technology in Roches-
ter, N.Y.

Capozza is in the computer science program, 
and Pilkington is in the mechanical engineering 
program.

Resident Working on Eagle Project

Troop 28 scout Zachary Linderman, of Marlborough, is partnering with Hebron 
Interfaith Human Services to complete his Eagle Scout Service Project.

Troop 28 Hebron Eagle Scout candidate 
Zachary Linderman is partnering with Hebron 
Interfaith Human Services to complete his Ea-
gle Scout service project, which seeks to provide 
fresh vegetables for those who utilize the HIHS 
Food Pantry.

Linderman will construct a 16-foot-long by 
4-foot-wide raised bed vegetable garden at the 
HIHS facility on Pendleton Drive in Hebron. 
HIHS provides a number of support services to 
individuals, children and families facing chal-
lenging times in the area. 

Linderman said he was drawn to the project 
when he found that providing healthy foods at 

the food pantry such as fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles can significantly improve the diet of indi-
viduals who are often unable to afford or don’t 
have access to such options. 

Linderman, the son of Joanna Jaworska 
of Marlborough, is a senior at RHAM High 
School. He plans on attending Central Con-
necticut State University in the Fall to study 
Engineering. 

HIHS continually seeks non-perishable 
foods, and contributions to support the food 
pantry and efforts such as the raised bed veg-
etable garden project. 

Congregational Church News & Notes
Holy Week services are scheduled at Marlbor-

ough Congregational Church, United Church 
of Christ, 35 South Main St. All sanctuary wor-
ship services are livestreamed at mcc.marlcon-
gchurch.org for those who can’t attend in per-
son, and can also be watched later through the 
church web page. The Rev. Valerie Seaver will 
lead all the services.

Palm Sunday, March 24: The worship ser-
vice at 10 a.m. will feature the annual Sunday 
School Palm Processional and a message for the 
children from Seaver. After the parade, Sunday 
School students will have an Ice Cream Seder 
meal, downstairs in the Great Hall. 

Seaver’s sermon title is “…that means you!” 
and is based on selected verses from Psalm 118 
and Mark 11. After worship, all are invited for 
light refreshments at Coffee Hour in the Thienes 
Lounge; also during Coffee Hour, Dorcas Wom-
en’s Fellowship will sponsor a homemade Eas-
ter cookie and chocolate lollipop sale to benefit 
their mission projects.

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service: March 
28, 7 p.m. The service will include Holy Commu-
nion and a dramatic reading of the Passion Story.  

Good Friday, March 29: The church sanctu-
ary will be open for quiet meditation from noon 
to 3 p.m.

Easter Sunday. March 31: A Sunrise Service 
will be held lakeside at Lake Terramuggus at 7 
a.m.  Hymns will be led by a brass ensemble and 

hot cocoa will be served.  All in the community 
are welcome. Bring a lawn chair if you wish.

The church sanctuary at the 10 a.m. Resur-
rection Celebration will be decorated for Easter 
with flowers filling the chancel and Easter ban-
ners hung on the walls. The service will include 
special music from the Chancel Choir including 
Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus to close the service. 

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank, with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshipers to bring their donations. 
The Drive-Thru Café, for Marlborough Food 
Bank patrons with vouchers, will be held from 
1-1:30 p.m. March 24. Second-quarter mission 
giving will go the AHM Mental Health Fund

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: Will be 
closed Good Friday and Holy Saturday, March 
29 and 30.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon in the 
Youth Room, and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Community Fellowship Hall. 

ACA: Meets in the Youth Room Tuesdays at 
7:30 p.m.

General Info: Worship services and programs 
are open to all. The church is an Open and Af-
firming faith community. For more information 
on the church or its programs, call Seaver’s di-
rect line at 860-295-0432 or email pastorval@
marlcongchurch.org.

Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203. 

Trips: Boston Celtics vs. Washington Wiz-
ards: Sunday, April 14, 1 p.m., at TD Garden. 
Trip fee is $190. Bus leaves from Putnam park 
and ride at 7 a.m.

Boston Red Sox vs. Cleveland Guardians 
Patriot’s Day Game: Monday, April 15, 11 a.m., 
at Fenway Park. Trip fee: $175. Bus leaves Put-
nam park and ride at 7 a.m.

Youth Programs: Parents Night Out: Fri-
days, March 22 and April 26, 6-9 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center (MSC). Drop off your 
kids in grades K-6. Fee: $20 per child/resident, 
$25 per child/non-resident. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 30, at 
Blish Park. Ages 2 and under are at 11 a.m., ages 
3-5 are at 11:30 a.m., ages 6-8 are at 11:15 a.m., 
and ages 7-10 are at 11:45 a.m.

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up. Lessons are private, run for an hour, and 
days and times are flexible. Fee for four lessons 
is $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

ART-ventures- Just For Fun Adventures: 
Tuesdays, April 23-May 28, 3:15-4:15 p.m., in 
the Marlborough Elementary School cafeteria. 
Fee: $128/resident, $133/non-resident. 

Marvelous Engineering Using Legos: Mon-
days, April 15-May 20, 3:15-4:45 p.m., for grades 
K-4. Fee: $114/resident, $119/non-resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 13-June 8 (no 
session May 25), at West Road Memorial upper 
field. Mini, for age 2, meets 3-3:35 p.m. and fee 
is $102/resident, $107/non-resident. Classic, for 
ages 3-5, meets 3:45-4:30 p.m., and fee is $108/
resident, $113.non-resident. 

Spring Into Yoga: Wednesdays, April 17-
May 8, 5:15-6 p.m., at MSC, for ages 4-10. Par-
ent/guardian required to attend. Fee: $65/resi-
dent, $70/non-resident. There is also a drop-in 
option for $17 per week. 

Skyhawks: Thursdays, April 18-May 23, at 
MES. Mini-Hawk, for ages 5-7, meets 4-5 p.m., 
and Multi-Sport, for ages 8-12, meets 5:15-6:15 
p.m. Fee: $89/residents, $94/non-residents. 

Kids/Family Sewing – Pajamas: Wednesday, 
April 24, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at MSC, for ages 8 and 
up. Fee: $45/resident, $50/non-resident.

Mad Science – Energy, Forces, Flight: 
Thursdays, April 25-May 30, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at 
MES, for grades K-6. Fee: $128/resident, $133/
non-resident.

Kids Fishing Derby: Sunday, May 5, 9-11 
a.m., at Blish Park, for ages 4-15. Fee: $10. Prizes 
will be awarded. 

Skyhawks Tots: Tuesdays, May 14-June 11, 
at MES. Age 2 meets 5-5:45 p.m., and ages 2-5 
meets 6-6:45 p.m. Fee: $89/residents, $94/non-
residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner & Intermediate 
Tai Chi: Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at MSC. Fee: $40/
resident, $45/non-resident.

Dog Obedience – Polite Dog Manners: 
Saturdays, April 9-May 14, 12:30-1:30 p.m., at 
MSC. Fee: $120/resident, $125/non-resident.

Adult Quilting 101 – Microwave Bowl 
Cozy: Wednesday, April 3, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center, for ages 16 and up. 
Students will learn the basics of quilting while 
creating this useful kitchen tool. Fee: $45/resi-
dents, $50/non-residents. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. 
Fee: $50/resident, $55/non-resident. Drop-in 
fee is $10.

Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
MES. Fee: $5 per week. Session runs until June.

Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 a.m., 
through March 31, at MES. Fee is $5 per week. 
Session runs until April.

Call for Artists and Artisans
The Marlborough Arts Center will hold its 

annual Members Art Show Sunday, May 5, from 
2-4 p.m. 

All media will be accepted, including paint-
ings, photography, digital art, sculpture, pottery, 
woodwork, and jewelry. Artist members are in-
vited to bring up to three pieces of artwork to 
the Arts Center, 231 North Main St., on Sunday, 
April 16, between 1 and 4 p.m., or on Monday, 
April 17, between 4 and 6 p.m. The entry fee is 
$20 for two pieces, and an additional $5 for a 

third. Membership dues must be up to date.
Judging the show for awards will be Rebec-

ca Moran, a practicing fine artist, professional 
graphic designer and university professor. 

The Members’ Art Show will be open Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1-4 p.m., from May 
10 to June 1, including Memorial Day weekend.

More information, including a prospectus 
and entry forms for the artists, will soon be 
available at www.marlborougharts.org. 

Lions Brewery Tour
The Marlborough Lions Club will host a 

brewery tour Saturday, May 4. The bus will de-
part Marlborough at noon, with 50 seats avail-
able with two brewery stops. 

Tickets are $45 and include raffle prizes, 
transportation a private room at Five Churches 
Brewery in New Britain, food and one more 
brewery stop yet to be determined.

Beer can be purchased at each site. Five 
Churches Brewery offers beers which range 
from $5 to $9, with $3 tasters, wine for $10, 
pre-made cocktails for $8, or soda for $2. There 
will also be stuffed breads provided by the tour; 
however, additional food can be purchased if 
desired. 

For more information, visit the Lions’ Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/connecticut.
marlborough.lions or reach out to Lions Club 
member Jennifer Greloch at jenbruhns@gmail.
com.
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Saturday, April 6th

Asking Donations of Food or Money 
for the Marlborough Food Bank 

THERE IS NO LIMIT ON THE AMOUNT OF MATERIAL

Marlborough Community
Free Shredding Event
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auditions to be a support to students who ner-
vously waited, then later gave up a weekend to 
help run front of house and backstage. EHMS 
PTO members ran the concession stands to help 
raise funds that directly benefit EHMS students. 

Performing in front of a live audience can 
have a transformative effect. Things that weren’t 
working before somehow come together. Even 
when things didn’t go as planned, our students 
pivoted and rode the river of live theater. A lost 
scarf was picked up by another. A fallen wig was 
dusted off and put back on. The show carried on 
and they adjusted.

Lastly, thank you to the eight hundred audi-
ence members for showing our middle school-
ers that they are worthy of our time and effort. 
Thank you for showing them courage, practice, 
and hard work is rewarding. There is value in 
community when we come together. We can lift 
each other up and cheer each other on.

Kate Werme – East Hampton

Clean-Up Walk
To the Editor:

On behalf of AHM Youth & Family Services 
I’d like to announce an exciting partnership be-
tween AHM and the Hebron Green Commit-
tee for the Hebron Earth Day Clean-Up Walk 
taking place Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. During this event, Hebron community 
members will volunteer to collect trash from 
various locations throughout the town in an ef-
fort to lessen the amount of litter found in the 
community and reduce its harmful impact on 
the environment.

This year, as a recipient of the NIPS Grant, the 
clean-up walk will bring awareness and educa-
tion to the problematic environmental impact 
of micro-plastics (specifically alcohol nip bot-
tles). Ana Gopian, cirector of Tricircle Inc., will 
be counting, categorizing and photographing 
the nips and substance paraphernalia collected. 
She will include them in Ana’s ‘Paraphernalia 
Project’ which will be shared with the commu-
nity as means of educating residence on the im-
portance of appropriate disposal and the impact 
these micro plastics have on our environment. 
How much do you know about the harm these 
micro plastics have on our environment? We in-
vite you to test your knowledge on what kind 
of litter will be found on the side of our Roads 
and in our Parks. Take this 10-question survey 
at tinyurl.com/bc6w6z8f.

In order for this Earth Day Clean-Up walk to 
be successful, we’re calling upon Hebron com-
munity members, parents and RHAM middle 
and high school students to participate in the 
walk. If you would like to sign up to volunteer 
please do so at tinyurl.com/bdz8twp8. Volun-
teers will meet at RHAM High School, 85 Wall 
St., Hebron, at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 20. 

Duped
To the Editor:

Each year, Colchester’s taxpayers are asked 
to approve the “budgets of ” the boards of se-
lectmen and education in “the amount of.” As 
an ex-member of the boards of education and 
finance, I wish there would be a disclaimer. 
“Warning: The line item budget you approved is 
only for illustrative purposes. The boards have 
the authority to transfer money between line 
items. The boards also have the authority not to 
spend the full amount of money in total or by 
line item presented to the voter.”

So, for example, one can look at the 2020 
through 2023 school years. The BOE month-
ly reports show voters significant tax dollars 
moved around and unspent. In that period, the 
Board of Education transferred $600K out of la-
bor line items to cover unexpected costs. Also at 
that time, the BoE chose not to spend another 
$1 million in labor costs approved by voters. So, 
in total, actual labor costs were $1.6 million un-
der what voters approved.

So to those that ever believed every dime of 
approved labor costs was going to improve the 
education of our children. No, that did not hap-
pen.

So, this year, I hope people manage their ex-
pectations. The “budgets” are best guess esti-
mates that tend to be very conservative. Elected 
officials have to plan for unexpected costs and 
revenue loss not in the budget. They must plan 
to fund the rainy day fund. So, what you see is 
not what you’re necessarily going to get.

Be well,
James D. McNair III – Colchester

Thank You for Engaging!
To the Editor:

Thank you for those residents who partici-
pated in our ‘Listening Sessions’ for our budget 
process. I enjoyed the sessions very much and 
gained a greater appreciation for our community 
and the people who call East Hampton home.

But it also allowed me to meet people who 
didn’t know me or for that matter voted for me. 
When I decided to run I wanted to be a part of 
change in our community to bring back civility, 
listening and respectful conversation with our 
residents. In the long run I hope that listening, 
understanding will lead and make our commu-
nity stronger in the coming days and years ahead.

The people I have recently met gave me new 
assurances that we all want the same thing for 
our beautiful town. We want to make sure it has 
the proper care and up keeping for young and old 
and for our children to inherit a strong, vibrant 
community that they will proudly call home. 

Don’t sit on the sidelines, your voice matters! 
If you cannot make a meeting in person please 
Zoom in, raise your hand and make your com-
ment! And more importantly it is up to you East 
Hampton to make sure you vote in our election 
processes whether budget referendums or politi-
cal elections. It’s up to you to East Hampton!

Respectfully, Deb Cunningham
East Hampton Town Council

Over Nine Percent
To the Editor:

Letters in recent weeks have addressed Marl-
borough’s budget season, and some of the con-
troversies inherent in it.

I have been pleased to get several calls thank-
ing me for expressing thoughts about our town’s 
needs, saying that my letters were representative 
of their concerns too. I welcome that feedback! 
Our community needs to understand that we 
will be voting on a budget representing a greater 
than 9% tax increase. Imagine 9% to people on 
fixed income, or young families starting out! 
Our mill rate would increase to 37.94.

But today I am writing about a truly grave 
concern. After a well-known man in the com-
munity chose to attend the Board of Finance 
meeting for the sole purpose of launching a vi-
cious and personal attack on Debbie Bourbeau, 
he left the meeting. A mean, cowardly verbal at-
tack on Debbie, our Board of Selectmen chair, 
was not only unwarranted, it was false! Deb has 
been serving our community for decades. Her 
service has included teaching at MES, serving 
on the Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, 
president of the Library Board and the Marl-
borough Arts Center. Deb’s service has included 
everyone who lives in the town.

Significant infrastructure needs, loss of tax 
money from the medical center, unpaid taxes, 
and reduced income from car taxes cannot be 
laid at Deb’s door. What a shameful effort at di-
visiveness it was, a terrible example of pitting 
boards and services against one another, and 
a nasty personal attack as well. Rousseau said, 
“Insults are the arguments employed by those 
who are in the wrong.”

Our BOF, BOS and BOE have a very difficult 
job ahead and it should be done collaboratively. 
Personal attacks on board members should not 
tolerated by anyone.

Fran Terase – Marlborough 

Educated Consumption
To the Editor:

The March 1st edition brought letters and 
stories from surrounding towns, supporting 
education, in addition to stories from a well-
respected Hebron historian. These types of sto-
ries, like sweeping landscapes, home cooked 
meals and old growth trees, are something hu-
mans have always cherished. This reminded me 
that education does not necessarily mean four 
brick walls. And while formal educations help, 
to be sure, a life education is equally important. 
Some careers consist of 10% classroom and 90% 
out of the classroom. In these careers many will 
spend 70% of their working lives, literally, out-
side. If you want to farm, raise livestock, be a 
tree doctor, a historian, a large animal vet, an 
environmentalist or a landscape architect, you 
will require an outdoor education which of-
ten includes understanding groundwater and 
stonewalls.

Hebron officials have not quite cleared their 
plates of a 1980s “Reagan-omics”-type econ-
omy. The wheels of politics move slowly and 
while the gears audibly grind and smoke, sit-
ting in plain sight, in the center of Hebron, lies 
the greatest type of classroom anywhere. People 
never stop learning, which is why the Raymond 
Brook Watershed attracts visitors from other 
towns and from all demographics. Different 
than the well loved Air Line Trail system, the 
Raymond Brook Park offers many walkers a 
slower paced trail. Visitors often pause to drink 
in the scenery or study a plant. Its sister prop-
erty, 17 Kinney Rd., is well laid out, by previous 
generations, to offer a similar type of delectable 
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Dinner Show Thanks!
To the Editor:

A huge thank you to these amazing busi-
nesses for supporting the cast and crew of our 
annual Dinner Show! You all made the night 
beautiful and so delicious! We could not have 
done it without you!

Thanks to Black Walnut Bakery, Lakeside Bar 
& Grill,The Town Tavern, Pizzeria DaVinci, 
Maria’s Pizza Palace, Papa Z’s Restaurant and 
Pizza, Village Green Pizza and Restaurant, Stop 
and Shop, Big Y, Adam’s hometown Market and 
the Colegrove Family.

Epoch Arts
East Hampton
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Presidential Preference Primary Coming
The presidential preference primary (PPP) 

is April 2. As of press time, there will be Dem-
ocratic and Republican primaries. 

Also, for the first time, Connecticut has 
early in-person voting which will be available 
March 26, 27, 28, and 30, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., at Town Hall 26 North Main St.

Important voter registration deadlines: 
March 15 is the last day to register by mail 
or use online registration; and March 25, by 
noon, is the last date for only unaffiliated vot-
ers to appear in person at the registrars of vot-
ers’ office to enroll in the Democratic or Re-

publican parties. (The deadline for registered 
Democrats and Republicans to switch parties 
has passed.)

New Marlborough voters wishing to partic-
ipate in early voting must register and enroll 
in the Democratic or Republican parties by 
noon at the registrars’ office the day prior to 
the day they want to vote early.

Absentee ballots become available Tuesday, 
March 12, in the town clerk’s office. You must 
complete an application and be a registered 
voter in order to obtain an absentee ballot. 

Call 860-295-6206 for more information. 

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., is 

open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the cen-
ter’s hours and more information. The center also 
serves as a warming center.

Transportation: Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays; call 36 hours in advance of your ap-
pointment to guarantee a ride. 

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 10 
a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank is 
open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

In Case of Bad Weather: Tune in to WFSB-TV 
Channel 3 or NBC Connecticut Channel 30 for 
news on senior center closings or late openings. 

Sunday, March 24: Senior & Youth Bingo, 2-4 p.m. 
Monday, March 25: Free bread and bakery 

goods from Stop & Shop; Help & Support, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Congre-

gate Meal, noon. Menu: boneless chicken marsala, 
parslied pasta, Italian mixed vegetables, who-
legrain white bread/fresh fruit; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; 
Setback, 3-4 p.m.

Tuesday, March 26: Free bread and bakery 
goods donation from Big Y; Help & Support, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Tai Chi, 1-2 
p.m.; Parkinson’s Disease Exercise with Anne, 3-4 
p.m.; Planning Commission, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 27: Not Just Quilting, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Help & Support, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
8-ball pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, 
noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Menu: orange 
juice, hearty beef stew with potatoes and root 
vegetables, wheat dinner roll, vanilla pudding; 
Setback, 1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-7 p.m.; 
Nature Trails, 7 p.m., pool room. 

Thursday, March 28: Meals-on-Wheels, noon; 
Tai Chi, 1-2 p.m.; Parkinson’s Disease Exercise w/ 
Anne, 3-4 p.m.

Friday, March 29: Senior center closed in ob-
servance of Good Friday.

Any students participating will earn community 
service hours. The first 25 volunteers to sign up 
will receive a T-shirt to wear during the event. 

Through collaborative efforts and education 
we can make an impact on the cleanliness, safe-
ty and well-being of our local environment!

Sincerely,
Ashlee Parks, Prevention Coordinator

AHM Youth and Family Services

experience. Both landscapes, if left intact, are a 
wealth of beauty while offering countless unex-
pected educational opportunities.

Before reaching for another helping of pave-
ment, with a hefty side of salt, consider the long 
term gains of supporting the Right to Learn by 
preserving Kinney Road for future generations. 
#save17.

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

President’s List
Marlborough residents Mackenzie Donnelly 

and Max Nylen made the fall 2023 President’s 
List at Bryant University in Smithfield, R.I.

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Mackenzie Donnelly, 

Max Nylen and Adam Whitmore made the fall 
2023 Dean’s List at Bryant University in Smith-
field, R.I.

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251
RE3-22-24

Order Your Easter
Cakes, Pies, Babka &
Challah Bread Early!

– EASTER MEAT PIES –

ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES

— New sandwiches —
Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo

Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Library Planning for the Future
The East Hampton Public Library, located 

at 105 Main St., reminds residents that there 
is still time to participate in its Strategic Plan-
ning process and help to shape the future of 
the library. All are invited on Tuesday, March 
26, from 6:30-8 p.m., in the library’s Commu-
nity Room for the final Community Conversa-
tion and let library staff know what initiatives 
you would like to see from the library in the 

coming years. 
No registration is required; all are welcome 

to attend. Light refreshments will be served.
Can’t make it to the Community Conversa-

tion? Take the survey instead! The survey is 
available until March 31, digitally on the li-
brary’s website (www.EastHamptonPublicLi-
brary.org) or as a paper version at the library, 
Town Hall, and Senior Center. 

Music for a Sunday Afternoon
Members of the New England Chamber 

Choir will present “Music for a Sunday After-
noon” on Sunday, April 7, at 4 p.m., at Second 
Congregational Church of Middle Haddam, 

The concert feature works by Bach, Haydn, 
Purcell and Schubert to showcase the church’s 
Appleton organ which dates back to 1827. It 
is one of the oldest surviving instruments in 
the country, made by the Boston organ maker 

Thomas Appleton.
Soloists from the choir will also sing a few 

familiar tunes by Richard Rodgers and George 
Gershwin, two “pops” composers.

A free-will offering will be accepted at the 
concert. Refreshments will follow in the hand-
icapped-accessible lower hall. The church is 
located at 52 Middle Haddam Rd. in Middle 
Haddam.

Easter Bake Sale
Christ Episcopal Church, located at 66 Mid-

dle Haddam Rd., will hold an Easter Bake Sale 
Saturday, March 30, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Items for sale include candy, cookies, scones, 
granola, pies, cakes and bread. Jams, jellies and 
preserves will also be available.

Easter Sunrise Services
Faith leaders from East Hampton and sur-

rounding area churches invite all to a com-
bined congregation Easter Sunrise Service 
on Sunday, March 31, at 6 p.m., at Sears Park 
on Lake Pocotopaug. 

All attendees are asked to bring one or 
more non-perishable food items, to be do-
nated to East Hampton Food Bank and Ep-
och Arts Food Pantry.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or for more information on 
any program, email middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or 
call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O. Box 
123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Art Exhibit: March features the exhibit “Lift-
ing Spirits by Making Art Together: A Young 
Adult Collaborative Art Installation,” created by 
East Hampton Middle School students during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the academic year 
2021-22. Students who participated in creating 
these paintings are invited to come in during li-
brary hours and sign their work.

Coffee Time at the Library: Mondays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., starting March 18. 
Stop by and have a fresh cup.

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga. 
Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Satur-

days at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register 
at tensummitst@gmail.com.

Yoga for Kids: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. For chil-
dren who are crawling, up to age 5. Cost is $12 
for each child/parent/caregiver pair. To register 
call or text the instructor Kathleen at 860-638-
9097 or email kmarshall0227@yahoo.com

Thursday Night Pilates: Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
Drop-in fee is $12. To register, call 203-592-
4448 or email abstite@sbcglobal.net.

Shipbuilding on the Connecticut River: An 
illustrated talk on “Ships for the Trade & the 
Rise of the Customs Port” will be held Saturday, 
March 23, at 2 p.m. Presented by Brenda Milkof-
sky, retired executive director of the Connecti-
cut River Museum, this free program features 
a discussion on shipbuilding and trade on the 
Connecticut River, including Middle Haddam.

Town Manager Proposes Budget Close to $20 Million
By London Brazal

As the cost of maintaining infrastructure in-
creases and funds from the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) dwindle, the municipal bud-
get for the 2024-25 fiscal year is slated at $19.7 
million, which is about a $1.7 million increase 
from current year spending. The proposed mill 
rate is 39.11, a 3.05 increase from the current 
rate of 36.06. 

If last year’s budget battles are any indication, 
chances are slim that voters will give the green 
light to the $1.7 million proposed jump. 

The spending increase is a larger than what 
was originally proposed a year ago at this time, 
for the 2023-24 budget. That was a $1 million 
increase over the prior year, and voters rejected 
it at referendum. After town officials cut that in-
crease in half, reducing it to around $500,000, 
voters passed the budget at a second referen-
dum in July. For the current fiscal year, residents 
were relatively split on whether or not the bud-
get was “too high” or “too low,” according to last 
July’s referendum votes. 

In general, the leading drivers of the 2024-
25 budget proposal are found in the capital 
improvement plan, the cost of pensions, and 
public safety; however, costs associated with 
debt service have dropped slightly. The chal-
lenges the budget faces this year, and trending 
for years to follow, is the rising cost of main-
taining infrastructure and capital purchases as 
the spending plan proposes the final utilization 
of ARPA funds. Over the last two fiscal years, 

those specific funds helped heavily contribute to 
capital improvements. With that in mind for fu-
ture planning, the town has to consider ways to 
make more funds available for those inevitably 
increasing costs.

Public safety – which consists of the police, 
ambulance and fire department – is one of the 
significant changes to the proposed budget as 
mentioned by Town Manager David Cox. For 
the last few years, the police department has 
requested an additional officer to help prevent 
a reduction in the number of officers working 
and to supplement the existing level of service. 
About half of the time, the department only 
has two officers to perform patrol activities, re-
spond to emergencies and respond to other calls 
to assist the community. With an additional sal-
ary and other increases to maintain the first re-
sponder’s needs, the police department budget 
is slated to increase by about $212,000. 

Both the East Hampton Ambulance Asso-
ciation (EHAA) and East Hampton Fire De-
partment (EHFD) are staffed by volunteers. 
The EHAA has concerns about the long-term 
viability of the organization and has modified 
its structure to include a few paid positions to 
ensure consistent staffing and improve its abil-
ity to respond. However, the current revenue 
structure for ambulance services is controlled 
and limited by the state. To help with financial 
support, the proposed funds are slated for about 
$170,000. As for the EHFD, there is an increase 

reflected in the budget to support the village 
code which almost doubled the volunteer sti-
pend to $2,500. 

Another staff position that has been requested 
in previous years was to convert two part-time 
assistant positions to one full-time assistant at 
the senior center. However, Cox proposed a way 
to change how the senior center and the social 
services department interact by revising the job 
descriptions for the social services director and 
senior center coordinator. By adjusting respon-
sibilities and better balancing the workload, 
Cox requested funding for an additional part-
time employee to assist with both existing and 
anticipated responsibilities related to providing 
services. 

One of the other significant changes to the 
2024-25 budget is the inclusion of funds for 
drinking water and system expansions. Forty 
thousand dollars has been added to the public 
works department under the water division to 
address the issues of drinking water that have 
been on the town’s radar for the last several 
years. The additional funds help support the ef-

fort to explore a larger and interconnected water 
system. Town staff is working with state regula-
tors to test and implement resolutions to private 
drinking water wells in the community affected 
by sodium, chlorides and other contaminants. 

The last notable change to the budget is the 
capital reserve fund. The Capital Improvement 
Committee has recommended a $2.96 million 
plan for projects, equipment and vehicle pur-
chases. However, with the use of sinking funds, 
grants, the remaining ARPA money and other 
funding, it offsets the amount to just over one 
million. In comparison to the current fiscal 
budget, the proposed capital improvement plan 
is about 16% higher, which is about a $400,000 
increase. There is a plan to transfer about $1.89 
million from the general fund but the plan will 
be finalized as part of the overall town budget. 

Since trends in cost continue to increase, the 
town is looking at more ways to have sustain-
able methods to help minimize increases in 
capital improvements while planning for the 
next few years. 

Rotary Club Scholarship
East Hampton Rotary Club Scholarship ap-

plications are available to high school seniors 
who reside in either East Hampton or Marlbor-
ough.

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the 
State of Connecticut and use the scholarship for 
expenses at an accredited school. The school 
may be a 4- or 5-year college or university, a 

community college, a trade school or a com-
mercial school. There are multiple single- and 
multi-year scholarships available. 

Applications are due by April 8, and are avail-
able online at tinyurl.com/EHRotaryScholar-
ship2024, or through the guidance department 
of the East Hampton, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier 
and Vinal high schools.

Put Our Service to the Test!… East Hampton Middle School recently put on a 
production of Beauty and the Beast Jr. This picture is taken during the song “Be Our 
Guest.”
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Residents Show Initial Support for 2025 Budget
By London Brazal

The Board of Finance Monday held a public 
hearing to allow Town Manager David Cox and 
Superintendent of Schools Paul Smith to pres-
ent their respective budget proposals for the 
2024-25 fiscal year – and also to let the public 
share their concerns with town spending.

Several members of the East Hampton Am-
bulance Association (EHAA) took the finance 
board up on its offer, and spoke at the public 
hearing about the need to support the organiza-
tion. Last year, the town used American Rescue 
Plan Act funds to pay off a leased ambulance, 
but the EHAA is looking for funding from the 
town, about $150,000, to support a newer staff-
ing model that includes a full-time chief, per 
diem personnel and incentivized volunteers. 
Ambulance Chief Donald Scranton said the 
staffing change has helped quicken response 
times and additional funds help continue “ex-
ceptional patient care and quick responses in 
our community.”

Also at the hearing, Cindy Craig, vice chair 
of the Commission on Aging, talked about the 
senior center budget following the retirement 
of director Jo Ann Ewing. Craig explained that 
she does not want to see the center lose out on 
funds because of a proposed change in the re-
sponsibilities of the director and the social ser-
vices director. “We need people there to serve 
our community. We have a lot of seniors in this 
town and we have one of the best senior centers 
in the state,” said Craig. 

Catherine Mojo, a member of the Arts and 
Cultural Commission with kids in public 
schools, supported the prioritization of the fu-
ture of children’s education and the importance 
of supporting the arts. “I am deeply committed 
to advocating for policies and budgets that pri-
oritize the advancement of education, arts and 
culture,” Mojo commented. 

Budget Presentations
Following public comments, Cox and Smith 

presented the town and education budget. The 
total budget was slated to be $57.79 million with 
66% going towards education, 24% to the town’s 
operations, 7% to debt and 3% to capital and 
transfers. 

Debt service covers payments for general 
obligation bonds and capital leases used to fi-
nance long-term projects. This year, overall debt 
service costs decreased slightly, mainly because 
unused funds, note premiums, and project in-
terest were applied to interest payments. Prin-
cipal payments for the town’s long-term bond 
debt stayed the same, as did payments for capi-
tal leases. About $3.9 million is going to the debt 
service. With a chart about principal and inter-
est payments for current debt and capital leases, 
it will take about 20 years to get under half a 
million dollars of debt. One of the town’s goals is 
to update the debt affordability model for long-
term planning and forecasting. 

On the education side, the Board of Educa-
tion proposed and recommended a budget of 

$38.08 million,  marking a 6.21% increase over 
current year spending. The proposed budget re-
flects the current costs as the schools are trying 
to operate with a “maintain, but grow” philoso-
phy. However, Smith presented changes that he 
and the BOE became aware of after the school 
budget was submitted to the Board of Finance.  

One of the biggest adjustments regarded 
health insurance, with the switch from United 
HealthCare to Anthem within the same group 
partnership that created a decrease of $122,000. 
Medical insurance is one of the larger items 
and with the change, it turns out to be a 2.49% 
increase rather than the original 8.86% for the 
item. However, the risk that comes from switch-
ing is the fact that open enrollment has not oc-
curred yet. Another large adjustment was the 
certified salaries as there will be many retire-
ments at the end of the year, both known and 
unknown at this time. The numbers and figures 
are not secured yet, but the BOE will be review-
ing retirements at its meeting next week. From 
the proposed item, there is a decrease of about 

$100,000. 
Two other adjustments include transporta-

tion and repairs and maintenance. Transporta-
tion has an anticipated change and will decrease 
by $85,000. The budget for maintenance was 
higher based on the current budget freeze but is 
now expected to be lowered by $50,000. Overall, 
the total for the proposed increase from $2.22 
million to $1.86 million. This ultimately lowers 
the total cost from 6.21% to 5.21%. According 
to Smith, the recommended reductions do not 
impact teaching positions, class sizes or existing 
programs. 

There were no comments made in the second 
round of public remarks and the BOF decided 
to wait until the department’s workshops to dis-
cuss any points further. A special meeting will 
be held next Wednesday, March 27 at 6:30 at 
Town Hall. Any comments regarding the bud-
get can be emailed to budget@easthamptonct.
gov, submitted through video or audio on the 
town’s website, or mailed to Town Hall.

Joe Barber Memorial Scholarship
The Joe Barber Memorial Scholarship was es-

tablished to enable Joe to continue giving as he 
did in life.  A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded 
by the Barber family to an applicant, chosen by 
a selection committee, who has demonstrated 
exceptional leadership and who has performed 
selfless service within their school and the com-
munity.

Applicants must be an East Hampton resi-

dent graduating with the Class of 2024 (wheth-
er from East Hampton High School or another 
High School) who have been accepted to attend 
an institute of higher learning after graduation.

Applications are available at the East Hamp-
ton High School guidance office or by written 
request to kbarber582@gmail.com.  Applica-
tions must be received no later than April 5.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev. 
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are in 
session. 

Lenten Fundraising Drive: All parishioners 
are asked to donate to the Mission Team’s annual 
Lenten fundraising effort for St. Vincent’s School 
for Handicapped Children in Haiti. Conditions 
for all are very difficult there, and the children of 
the school are particularly in need of all kinds of 

medical supplies. Save your change during Lent, 
or write a check with Missions in the memo line.

Donations for Easter Bake Sale: All are asked 
to donate baked good, jams and jellies for the 
March 30 Bake Sale in the Parish Hall. 

Reconciliation of a Penitent: Individual ap-
pointments for Confession are available on 
Wednesday, March 27, from 5-7 p.m. Con-
tact Rogers at revdianamrogers@gmail.com to 
schedule.

Holy Week Schedule: March 28, Maundy 
Thursday service, 6 p.m.; March 29, Good Fri-
day: Stations of the Cross from 5-5:30 p.m., and 
Good Friday service at 6 p.m.; March 31, Easter 
Sunday service, 10 a.m.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at 
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit 
us at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Friday, March 29, due to Good Friday.

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!: 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5 
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children ages 
18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs: Wednes-
days, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years; Baby Rhyme 
Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for ages birth to 24 
months, and their caregivers. 

Family Storytime: Saturday, March 30, 10:30 
a.m., for ages 3-5; siblings welcome. All are wel-
come for stories, songs and open-ended play. 
Participants will also have the chance to work on 
a craft to bring home. No registration required.

Fun With Food!: Wednesday, April 3, 10:30-
11:30 a.m., for ages 3-5. Share a food-themed 
story, practice basic math skills while making a 
fruit pizza, and then eat the pizza.  

Ready to Read Book Club: Wednesday, April 
3, 4:30 p.m., for grades K-2. This month’s book is 
Baloney and Friends by Greg Pizzoli. Registered 
participants will receive a book to take home.

DIY Days: Grades K-8: DIY Squishy: Satur-
day, Apr. 6, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Activities  available 
while supplies last. No registration required. 

Teen Programs: Pizza & Poetry: Tuesday, 
April 2, 5 p.m. April is National Poetry Month. 
Start the month with pizza and try some poetry 
writing, crafts, and other activities. Registration 
required for this program. Then all month, drop 
into the library’s Teen Space for poetry-related 
activities like book spine poetry, and browsing 
poetic displays. 

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Grades 6-12: 
Saturday, April 6, 2-3:30 p.m. Pull up a beanless 
bag chair in the library Community Room for 
a big-screen Nintendo Switch hangout. All skill 
levels welcome.

Adult Programs: Seed Start and Swap: Satur-
day, March 23, 1 p.m. All are invited for seed-
starting and gardening conversation. There will 
be seeds to choose from and light instruction. 
There will be dirt involved so dress accordingly. 
Extra seeds welcome for seed-swapping.

Tech Help with Sam & Nicole: Thursday, 
March 28, 2-4 p.m. Drop by the library to have 
your technology questions answered. No regis-
tration required; just bring your device with you.

Cookbook Club – Spice It Up: Tuesday, April 
2, 6:30 p.m. Try new recipes and chat about our 
culinary adventures. The library will provide 
plates and utensils; all you need is your dish and 
12 copies of the recipe to share.  

EHACC Taking Grant Applications
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion (EHACC) welcomes grant applications 
from East Hampton organizations and individ-
uals with programs and/or projects that enrich 
the lives of East Hampton residents through the 
arts. 

One of two $500 grants are available to be 
awarded to individuals or organizations resid-
ing in East Hampton. The commission reserves 
the right to award a grant to an individual or 
organization it determines will have the most 
potential impact of arts and/or culture on the 
town. Incomplete forms will be denied; appli-
cants can resubmit.

Criteria for awarding grants: The artistic and 
organizational quality of the organization and/

or project and its likelihood of continuing vi-
ability or success. The organization’s or project’s 
accessibility and service to the East Hampton 
community. Grant recipients must credit the 
East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission 
on all press releases, posters, print advertising 
and programs. 

Evaluation: An interview may be requested 
of the candidate prior to awarding the grant. 
An update of your progress will be required six 
months post-award date and a final report will 
be required one year post award date.

Deadline to apply is April 1, by emailing 
arts@easthamptonct.org. Applications can also 
be dropped off at Town Hall, in the town man-
ager’s office. 

Xavier/Mercy College Fair
Xavier and Mercy high schools will hold a 

College Fair Thursday, April 4, from 6-8 p.m., at 
Xavier, 181 Randolph Rd.

More than 100 colleges will be in attendance. 
The fair is open to all high school students from 
Xavier, Mercy and surrounding towns.

Winter Harvest
Farmers Market

There will be a Winter Harvest Farmers Mar-
ket every Wednesday through March 27, from 
5-8 p.m. each week, at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201 
West High St.

There will be fresh local produce, dairy, eggs, 
and baked goods, all from a consistent lineup of 
local farmers and artisans.  Check out the mar-
ket’s Facebook and Instagram pages (@Winter-
HarvestMarket) for more information.

Fish Frydays to Wrap Up
The Knights of Columbus, St John Paul II 

Council 6190 is offering a variety of fish din-
ners on Fridays during Lent. The last dinner 
will be tonight, March 22.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod, 
clams and shrimp, which will be served with 
French fries and coleslaw. Baked cod and 
fried flounder tenders meals have been add-
ed. Chowder will also be available. Coffee, tea, 
water and soda are also offered. Prices of the 
fish may vary from week to week.

Entertainment on March 22 will be Diane 
Annelli, the cantor from St. Patrick Church.

Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in 
the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West 
High St. Take-out service also will be avail-
able; advance orders must be received by noon 
on Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. Please do 
not leave orders on the answering machine. Diane Annelli Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 17 
Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites all 
to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refreshments are 
served after the service. 

Community Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, 
March 23, promptly at 1 p.m. Hundreds of candy-
filled eggs will be hidden outside the church. All 
are also invited to take some photos with the Eas-
ter Bunny.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn to 
help explain the meaning of the message topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 
K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship 
service. The theme is “Friends with God” and is 
taught through Bible stories where the characters 
are friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held Wednes-
days at 6:30 p.m. New members are welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Music Room. The study is on “Fruits of the Spirit.” 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

Scarves of Hope
A local mom recently donated hundreds of 

scarves to the community. Crocheting them 
relieved some of the stress and anxiety while 
her son battled his addiction for over 10 years. 
Her son eventually lost his battle with addiction 
five years ago. These scarves represent hope – 
whether you love an addict or you are suffering 
from the hold of addiction. 

On Saturday, March 30, from noon-4 p.m., all 
are invited to stop in and pick up one for free at 
the VFW Post 5095. 20 N. Maple St.

Bread-Making Demo
at Church

On Tuesday, April 2, from 7-8:30 p.m., Christ 
Church on 66 Middle Haddam Rd. in Middle 
Haddam will hold a demonstration on how to 
make a boule of bread. All participants will re-
ceive a recipe along with some useful tips on 
general bread making.

The demonstration will take place in the 
Christ Church parish hall kitchen. Free parking 
for the event is at the rear of the church on Long 
Hill Road. 

Cost for the demonstration is $10, with all 
proceeds going to Christ Church. No pre-reg-
istration is required. There will be a door prize 
for one attendee.



NEWS BULLETIN •  March 22, 2024 Page 17

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

R
E3

-1
5-

24Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have replacement batteries.
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OFF

Offer Ends 3/31/2024

We Are An
Emissions Test Station!

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Let
Portland Auto
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“The most difficult thing in 
the world is to know how 
to do a thing and to watch 
somebody else doing it wrong, 
without comment.”

– T.H. White
(October 1955)

Fundraiser for Community Cares
Po’s Rice and Spice, located at 97 Main St., 

will host a fundraiser to support East Hamp-
ton Community Cares on Wednesday, March 
27, from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Po’s will donate 15% of 
the day’s sales including meals in the restaurant, 
take-out, delivery and gift cards to this program.

East Hampton Community Cares is spon-
sored by the East Hampton Commission on Ag-
ing to provide background-checked volunteers 

from the East Hampton community to assist 
older (70+) or disabled adults including veter-
ans.

This program started in 2023. This fundraiser 
is an effort to expand the program and make 
more people aware of what is offered for older 
adults and to raise awareness of the need for vol-
unteers and of the free services offered by East 
Hampton Community Cares.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thursdays, 
1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Mexi-
can Train Dominoes: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Bingo: 
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via Zoom; 
Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shannon: 
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. -- Bring projects to share and 
work on together; Yoga with Kitch: Wednes-
days at 1 p.m. -- next session runs March 6-May 
15, and cost is $20; Tai Chi: Thursdays, 10:30-11 
a.m. -- next session runs March 7-May 9; Tap 
Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 a.m. Cribbage: Fri-
days, 9:30-11 a.m. – let the center know in ad-
vance if you plan to attend; Mahjong: Fridays, 
10 a.m.-noon – call also to put your name on a 
list if interested in learning how to play; Textile 
Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): Meets the first and third Mondays of 
each month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group (MMM): 
Meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month at 10:30 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Art With Karen: Sunday, March 24, 2 p.m., 
at the senior center. Create a simple piece of art. 
There is a $5 fee for materials. 

Meditations and Reflection: Wednesday, 
March 27, 10:45 a.m. Relax and reflect through 
this guided meditation program.

Special Volunteer Appreciation Celebra-
tion: Wednesday, April 10, 1-3 p.m. All senior 
center volunteers are welcome to attend; call the 
senior center to register.  

Trips: Shopping and Lunch in Old Say-
brook: Wednesday, April 17, 11 a.m. Head to 
the Estuary Thrift Shop and have lunch on your 
own at The Little Pub. Cost is a $4 donation for 
transportation.

 April Lunch for Seniors at Howell Cheney 
Technical High School: Thursday, April 4, leav-
ing the center at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch prepared 
by the school’s culinary students. Bus transpor-
tation is a $4 donation; pay for your lunch at the 
school.

Shopping Trip to Windham Walmart: 
Wednesday, May 1, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Take a trip 
to Walmart for some shopping and then have 
lunch on your own at a location to be deter-
mined. A donation of $4 for transportation is 
requested. 

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. Call 
in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to Jew-
ing@easthampton.gov. The shopper will call you 
before the drop-off to let you know the cost of 
the groceries. You can write out a check for the 
amount, payable to the Town of East Hampton. 
The volunteer will drop off the groceries at your 
door and pick up the check in a prearranged 
designated spot.

Fabric, Yarn Donations Sought
Haddam Neck Congregational Church is 

accepting donations of fabric and yarn for the 
upcoming Bits & Pieces sale planned during 
the church’s annual Quilt Show coming up in 
April. For information on drop-off or pick-up of 
items, contact Darci at 860-301-4994 or Melissa 
at 860-993-5311 or mapionzio@comcast.net 

 The church’s annual Quilt Show and Bits & 
Pieces sale on Saturday, April 13, from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., and Sunday, April 14, from noon-5 p.m. 

The event features dozens of handcrafted vin-
tage and new quilts, a tea room where bever-
ages, soups and pie can be purchased, and the 
Bits & Pieces sale of fabric, yarn and notions. 
Admission to the event is $8. 

To submit quilts for the show, contact Dianne 
McHutchison at diannemchutchison@icloud.
com, Lisa Malloy at elizabethhartmalloy@
gmail.com or Melissa Pionzio at mapionzio@
comcast.net or 860-993-5311.

Kindergarten Registration
Memorial Elementary School in East Hamp-

ton is accepting applications for all children eli-
gible to enter kindergarten in September. 

Any child who is five years old on or before 
Sept. 1, 2024, is eligible to register for Memo-
rial’s kindergarten program. If your child will 
not be 5 by this date but will be 5 by Jan. 1, 2025, 
and you would like them to attend kindergarten 
in the 2024-25 school year, you must submit a 
request for early entry.

Registration packets are available in the Me-
morial School lobby, at East Hampton Public 
Library, and at www.easthamptonps.org. Com-
pleted registration forms are due to the Memo-
rial School office by Thursday, March 28, along 
with a full-size copy of the child’s birth certifi-
cate and proof of residency in East Hampton. 

In addition, a current health assessment form 
must be on file with the school nurse’s office by 
Friday, Aug. 9. Students may not begin kinder-
garten until vaccination records have been sub-
mitted.

Once all completed registration paperwork is 
returned to Memorial, you will be contacted to 

schedule a screening appointment for your child. 
Screening appointments will be held Monday, 

May 13; Wednesday, May 15; and Friday, May 
17. Appointments will be scheduled for half-
hour time blocks between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. If 
you have requested early entry to kindergarten 
for your 4-year-old, you will be also scheduled 
for an additional assessment on Monday, May 
20, or Friday, May 24.

Contact the Memorial School office at 860-
365-4020 if you have questions regarding the 
registration process.

DECA Thanks… The East Hampton High School DECA Chapter would like to 
thank the East Hampton Lions Charities for its donation.  This donation will sup-
port the chapter by enabling it to continue to grow and participate in business 
competitions and events. Pictured are DECA chapter members on their way to the 
recent 2024 DECA State Conference at the Aqua Turf.

Republicans Meet
Next Week

The next meeting of the East Hampton 
Republican Town Committee will be held 
Thursday, March 28, at 6:30 p.m., at The 
Dublin, located at 42 East High St. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend. 

For more information, email ehctgop@
gmail.com.

Carl Guild Grand Opening
Carl Guild & Associates invites all to a Grand 

Opening open house for its new office at 40 
West High St. The open house will take place 
Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Refreshments will be served, and people 
are invited to enter to win the “Go Local” East 
Hampton gift basket valued at over $250.
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Upcoming Senior Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, located at 105 

Main St., is offering a pair of coach bus trips 
for seniors in the coming months. To register 
or for more information, stop by the center or 
call 860-267-4426. Payment for trips is due at 
signing.

Daffodil Days with Tea at Blithewold: 
Wednesday, May 1. Located in Bristol, R.I., 
overlooking Narragansett Bay, Blithewold is a 
33-acre garden estate. Its famous daffodil dis-
play features over 50,000 daffodils.

The visit will include a Tea Luncheon on the 
heated porch or patios with scones, finger sand-
wiches, mini quiches, desserts and tea; and a 
guided tour of the garden and 45-room man-
sion featuring vintage heirlooms. 

Cost is $139/person based on 35 to 50 partici-
pants. Depart at 9 a.m. from the senior center 
and return at 9 p.m. 

Lancaster, Pa., and Performance of Daniel: 
July 17-19. Features a visit to the Old Windmill 
Farm, Quilt Shop, Dinner in an Amish Home, 
National Constitution Center and the Liberty 

Bell.
The trip will include two nights at Comfort 

Suites in Lancaster, Pa. The first night will fea-
ture dinner at a real Amish home. On Day 2, 
vsit the Old Windmill Farm, an authentic 72-
acre working Amish Farm owned by the Lapp 
Family. Visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature 
Horse Farm, a quilt shop, Kitchen Kettle Village, 
with lunch on your own. Then, settle in reserved 
seats at the Sight & Sound Theater for a perfor-
mance of Daniel, a story of exile, faith and trust. 
Have dinner at the Shady Maple Smorgasbord. 

On Day 3, visit Philadelphia’s Independence 
National Historical Park, visit the National 
Constitution Center featuring a multi-media 
“Freedom Rising” exhibit, and walk through 
Philly’s historic district to the Liberty Bell. 

Cost is $645 double occupancy or $779 for a 
single, based on 40 participants. Price includes 
two nights’ hotel, two breakfasts, two dinners, 
sightseeing and admissions, tour escort, driver 
and tour director gratuity.

HNCC BBQ
Chicken Dinner

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is hosting 
a BBQ Chicken Dinner Drive-Thru Takeout 
Event on Saturday, April 6, by reservation only. 

This is the famous barbecued chicken the 
church has sold at the Haddam Neck Fair for 
over 40 years. The dinner includes a barbecued 
thigh/leg chicken quarter, baked beans, coleslaw 
and corn bread. Cost is $15; cash only, please.

Call in your reservation to the HNCC Church 
office at 860-267-2336 or email to officehncc@
gmail.com, and indicate your pickup time: 12-1 
p.m., 1-2 p.m., 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m., or 4-5 p.m. 
Order deadline is April 2.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located at 
17 Haddam Neck Rd. Office hours are Tuesday 
and Thursday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Congregational Church 
News & Notes

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 
and crocheters are welcome.

Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All voices are welcome.

For more information about CCEH and its 
activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dean’s List
The following East Hampton residents made 

the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Endicott College in 
Beverly, Mass.: 

Jenna Ledas, a nursing major and daughter 
of Aimee and Darius Ledas; Ashley Stoeckle, 
a nursing major and daughter of Keri Glass-
Stoeckle and Matthew Stoeckle; Lauren Walton, 
a biology/biotechnology major and daughter of 
Raquel and Quentin Walton; and Emma Wol-
fram, an interior architecture major and daugh-
ter of Deborah and Daniel Wolfram.

KoC Scholarship
and Grant

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 has 
three $1,000 scholarships available to students 
continuing their education at an accredited col-
lege/university. 

Applicants must be members of St. John Paul 
II Parish, East Hampton and Moodus.  

The council will also award two $500 Help-
ing Hands grants to members of St. John Paul II 
Parish attending Mercy or Xavier high schools.  

Applications are available at guidance offices 
and the parish center office, or by emailing st-
patrick47@sbcglobal.net. Applications are due 
April 29.

Helping Hands Open 
Twice Monthly 

Helping Hands is open the first and third 
Saturdays of each month, from 9-11 a.m. Help-
ing Hands is a ministry of Cornerstone Bible 
Church and offers free clothing, household 
items, toys, books, etc., to anyone in need. 

Donations to this ministry are accepted the 
Saturday Helping Hands is open, as well as the 
Thursday before Helping Hands is open, from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Helping Hands is located at 27 
Skinner St. 

For more information, contact Judy Hol-
mquist at 860-918-0784 or judyhlm49@yahoo.
com.

Yoga with Amie
Fundraiser

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary will host a Yoga Class taught by Amie 
Meacham at Creative Dance Center on Friday, 
March 22, from 7-8 p.m., as a fundraiser for the 
library.  

Tickets are $20 per person and prior reg-
istration is required. For more information, 
visit the Events page on the library website, 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or email 
friendsofehpl@gmail.com.

Scout SuperNova… East Hampton Cub Scouts of Pack 57 Aaron, left, and Aiden 
Pierson earned their Charles H. Townes SuperNova award.  This is the highest award 
you can earn as a Cub Scout. Aaron and Aiden received their awards March 16, at 
the Blue and Gold celebration at East Hampton Middle School. To earn this award 
they had to participate in STEM activities, which included: performing science ex-
periments, writing a scientific method report, interviewing a STEM professional, 
researching stem careers, and writing about five inventors and scientists, including 
Charles Townes, the inventor of the laser. Aaron and Aiden are fifth-graders and at-
tend Center Elementary School.

Red Cross Blood Drive
There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive at the 

Congregational Church of East Hampton on 
Saturday, April 13, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Potential donors may schedule an appoint-
ment by going to RedCrossBlood.org/donate.  
Enter the zip code 06424 and select the church 
on that date.  

Appointments are recommended, as there may 
not be availability for walk-ins. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 860-267-4959.

Gelding Clinic
The Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue is host-

ing the 12th annual Gelding Clinic on Saturday, 
April 20 (rain date: Sunday, April 21), from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m., to help economically challenged 
horse owners castrate their colts/stallions. 

Veterinary students from Cummings School 
of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, un-
der the direct supervision of both Tufts and lo-
cal veterinarians, have all volunteered their time 
to perform the gelding.  Cost is $125 per horse/
mule/donkey and covers all necessary aspects of 
the procedure, including anesthesia administra-

tion by trained professionals, the surgery itself, 
pain medication for comfort, and a penicillin 
injection to prevent infection. 

Note: the clinic will take place at the CDHR 
(113 Chestnut Hill Rd.), so the rescue will be 
closed to the public on that day.

Pre-registration and pre-payment are re-
quired.  Registration deadline is April 8. To find 
out more and to register, visit www.ctdraftres-
cue.org/geldingclinic2024. Questions can be 
sent to ctdraftrescue@aol.com. 

EHHS Music Cabaret
The East Hampton High School Music 

Cabaret will take place Wednesday, March 27, 
in the EHHS cafeteria, 15 N. Maple St. Doors 
open at 6 p.m., and the performance begins at 
6:30 p.m.

The night will include a pasta dinner, stu-
dent musical performances and raffle prizes. 

Tickets are $10 for students and senior citi-
zens and $16 for adults. To purchase, go to 
www.easthamptonps.org, click on “Optional 

Online Payments,” then click on “Pay for HS-
Music-Cabaret.” You can check out as a guest, 
login to your account, or create an account. Be 
sure to clearly specify your name and number 
of tickets to ensure a smooth check-in at the 
event. You will receive an email confirmation 
of your purchase to present at the door. Tickets 
will also be available for purchase at the door.

All proceeds benefit the EHHS Music De-
partment.

Lake Clean-Up Day Coming
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug, with the 

help and support of the Conservation Lake 
Commission and East Hampton Parks and Rec-
reation, will hold the town’s annual Lake Clean-
Up Day on Saturday, April 20. Volunteers are 
welcome to come down to Sears Park at 9 a.m. 
to help clean.

All volunteers will receive a Friends of Lake 
Pocotopaug T-shirt, gloves, plastic bags, direc-
tions and assignments along with a snack at 
Sears Park.

Dumpsters will be placed at Sears Park for 
bringing metals, tires (no rims) , wood, plastics 
and brush. No furniture, mattresses or house-

hold items allowed.  Friends of the Lake will 
only be collecting its plastic bags from around 
the perimeter of the lake. 

The Friends of the Lake said it would like to 
thank sponsors Ace Hardware East Hampton, 
American Distilling, Bevin Bells, Center Pack-
age Store, Custom Auto & Marine, Critical 
Screenprinting, Lakeside Bar & Grill, Laurel Is-
land, Paradise Marine & Dock Supply, Paul’s & 
Sandy’s Too and the Hairitage.  Full details are 
available at www.flpeh.org. 

For more information, call Joe Carbonell at 
860-917-7366.

Drive & Drop… The East Hampton Student Council’s second annual “Drive & Drop” 
donation collection, held March 16, was a great success. This year, all items collected 
were donated to Protectors of Animals.  Not only did the students fill a Jeep, but they 
also raised $100.00 from a raffle held during lunch waves at school. Pictured from 
left are Neha Sidana, Kate Grenier, Holly Pugo, Taylor Ryan, Cameron Fraser, Sam 
Kearney and Delaney Russell. In front is Will Faber.

Knights of Columbus State Raffle
The St. John Paul II Council 6190, Knights 

of Columbus is again offering Connecticut 
State Council raffle tickets.

There are 10 prizes to be awarded. First 
prize is $5,000; second is $3,500; third is 
$2,000; fourth is $1,500; fifth is $1,000; sixth is 
$600; seventh is $500; eighth is $400; ninth is 
$300 and tenth is $200.

The drawing will be held Saturday, April 20, 
at 9 p.m., at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 
200 Columbus Blvd., Hartford. Ticket holders 
need not be present to win.

Tickets are $10 each and may be purchased 
through any of the Knights of Columbus 
members or by calling Bob DeMarchi at 860-
267-5978.

Belltown Garden 
Club to Meet

Nancy and Erin Livensparger from Fire Ring 
Farm in Portland will present a follow-up to 
last year’s program on garden composting, The 
“Hole” Deal, at the next meeting of the East 
Hampton Belltown Garden Club on Monday, 
April 1, at 6 p.m., in the East Hampton Public 
Library community room.

All are invited to come learn organic garden 
techniques used by a master gardener. The Bell-
town Garden Club is a member of the Feder-
ated Garden Clubs of Connecticut and national 
garden clubs. Call Sue at 860-575-1349 for more 
information. 

Spring Classes at Epoch
Epoch Arts is offering a variety of classes this 

spring. Students in pre-K through 12th grade 
can register online to take classes like art, pho-
tography, ceramics, theater, improv and more. 

Classes run for eight weeks and begin March 
25, and are all held at 27 Skinner St. Full class 
descriptions and registration are at www.epoch-
arts.org/classes-registration.



NEWS BULLETIN •  March 22, 2024 Page 19

East Hampton • East Hampton • East

Choose a fellowship-trained 
orthopedist.

Visit any of 9 local offi ces.

Go where minimally invasive 
is highly valued.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

When choosing an orthopedic or spine specialist, you deserve 
best-in-class care along with a great patient experience. Take the fi rst 
step. See a fellowship-trained physician from Middlesex Orthopedic 
& Spine Associates, where minimally invasive treatments and robotic 
assisted surgeries speed your recovery. Visit Middlesex Orthopedic & 
Spine Associates. One step closer to relief. 

MIDDLETOWN   |    HEBRON   |    MARLBOROUGH   |    WESTBROOK   |    NORTH HAVEN   |    NEWINGTON   |    MIDDLESEXORTHO.COM

JOINT REPLACEMENT  |   SPINE  |   FOOT & ANKLE  |   HAND & UPPER EXTREMITY  |   SPORTS MEDICINE  |   PHYSICAL THERAPY  |   REGENERATIVE MEDICINE

Urgent ortho walk-in care.
Most major insurance plans accepted. 

CIT3-21-24

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Childcare • Before & After School Program • Pre-Kindergarten
Call (860) 659-3002 or visit 586 New London Tpke., Glastonbury

Email us:
storkclubs@gmail.com
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Now Enrolling!

Childcare • Pre-School
Before & After School

Age-Appropriate Programs
Ages 6 weeks to 9 years

ONE FREE
WEEK!

Must enroll prior to May 31, 2024.
Coupon expires May 31, 2024. Restrictions apply.

Call 860-659-3002 for details.
— 586 New London Tpke., Glastonbury —

Ham Shoots
The Belltown Sportsman’s Club will have ham 

shoots Sunday, March 24, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
at the club grounds, located off Tartia Road.

Bring your own shotgun or one will be pro-
vided. Shells supplied; 20 and 12 gauge. Cost is 
$4 per shot. Refreshments available. 

For more information, call Curly at 860-638-
7221.

Easter Egg Hunt
at HNCC

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located 
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., will host its an-
nual Community Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, 
March 23. The hunt begins at 1 p.m. by age 
groups. Rain date is Saturday, March 30. 

Over 1,000 colorful candy-filled eggs will 
be hidden outside the church. The Easter 
Bunny will be available for photos. There will 
also be Easter gift bags for the children to 
take home along with their candy.

All are invited. 
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome
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Martin H. Zase, DMD, MAGD, AAACD
Radhee Sheth, DMD, NEACD

Colchester Dental Group
860.537.2351

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist ACCREDITED in Cosmetics by the AACD and has served as their president.

79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Personalized Financial Options Available.
Pre-pay and Senior Discounts or Low Monthly Payments through CareCredit.

Both dentists are members of
the Academy of General Dentistry and

the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
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CIT3-21-24

KITCHEN
Tue & Sat 10am-5pm
Wed-Fri 10am-6pm
Sun & Mon Closed

RETAIL
Mon-Tue & Sat 9am-5pm
Wed-Fri 9am-6pm
Sun Closed

15% 
OFF 

Retail Purchases 
Only 

Valid for Monday, Tuesday 
& Wednesday.

Advertised and unadvertised 
in-store specials excluded 
from discount. Exp. 4/3/24.

Lenten Season Has Begun

Join us for

FISH FRY
FRIDAYS!*

*We will suspend service on Fridays
through Lent between 2:00-2:45pm.
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Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Sunday services at Bethlehem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, located at 1 East High St., 
are held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study pre-
cedes the services at 9 a.m., in the Church 
Hall. Church pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan. 

Easter Week Services: Maundy Thursday, 
March 28, at 6 p.m.; Good Friday, March 29, 
at 6 p.m.; Easter Sunday, March 30, Sunrise 
Service at Sears Park at 6 a.m. and regular 
service at 10 a.m.

Joint Services at Church
Joint Sunday services in March for Second 

Congregational Church of Middle Haddam and 
Haddam Neck Congregational will be held in 
Middle Haddam, 52 Middle Haddam Rd., on 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

 On March 24, guest preacher seminarian 
Linda Choser will lead Palm Sunday services. 
Seminarian Christine Sima will lead worship 
Easter Sunday, March 31.

All are welcome to the services. Visit www.
haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org for 
more information. 
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RE3-22-24
www.vfw.org • (860) 267-8837

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

SURELY WORTH YOUR WHILE

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

CHECK OUT OUR DAILY DINNER SPECIALS!

Sure, it's great food and a great atmosphere, but with 
a great deal like this, it's definitely worth your while!

Soon enough it will be Patio season!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

TUESDAY take 20% Off your entire dinner bill 
WEDNESDAY $10 OFF $50 or $20 OFF $100 
THURSDAY take 20% Off your entire dinner bill
(Good March 26-28, after 4pm)  online use code MARCH24

and Patio!
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(860) 267-6102 • EAST HAMPTON, CT

Suburban

www.subsanserv.com

Hello, Spring —
where are you!?!

CALL (860) 267-6102 TODAY!

Sanitation Service
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If you haven’t cleaned your 
septic tank, now is the time.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2023 of SOLD in total

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia,
Andover, and Bozrah! R
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 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Bar Association to Award Scholarships
Attorney Richard F. Paladino, Chair of the 

Middlesex County Bar Association Scholarship 
Committee, has announced that the Middlesex 
County Bar Association will, once again, award 
a total of $3,000 in funding for two scholarships 
of $1,500 each.

The association’s president, attorney AnnMa-
rie Rocco, has continued this scholarship pro-
gram and the expansion of eligibility this year 
to include both seniors attending Middlesex 
County high schools and all high school seniors 

residing within Middlesex County but attend-
ing schools elsewhere.

Middlesex County includes the Rivereast 
towns of Portland and East Hampton. 

The award recipients will be honored at the 
association’s Law Day luncheon on May 3.

Applications can be obtained from Paladino 
and any questions can be answered by con-
tacting him at rfpgwpsherwood@aol.com. The 
deadline to receive applications is April 5.

Vaping is a trap

Don’t get sucked in

Buying and using vapes under
the age of 21 is ILLEGAL

RE3-8-24
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2444 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Now Open! Mon-Sat 7:00am-7:30pm

Sun 7:00am-7:00pm860-537-4325

Spring Special!Spring Special!

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 3/31/24

Sign up for ANY 
package for the 
price of a wash

SINGLE
WASH
$15

GO
UNLIMITED
$30/MO

SINGLE
WASH
$12

GO
UNLIMITED
$25/MO

EXTERIOR 
WASH & DRY

BASIC

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur

Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

Wednesday is Pasta Night!

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections
EASTEREASTER
serving regular serving regular 

menu plus menu plus 
traditional ham, traditional ham, 

prime rib and prime rib and 
lamb ossobucolamb ossobuco

MAKE YOUR MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATIONS RESERVATIONS 

TODAY!TODAY!
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Terrazza Restaurant | 9 Rose Hill, Portland CT 06480
www.TerrazzaCT.com • 860-788-3558

Sun-Thu • 11am-9pm | Fri-Sat • 11am-10pm

Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 31st, 2024

10:30am ~ 3:00pm • $45.99 per person
20% Gratuity will be added to tables over 4 people.

Beverages are not included. Kids from 6 to 12 years of age
eat at half price; under 6 eat for free.

BREAKFAST:
Omelet Station • Pancake Station • Scrambled Eggs • Waffles 

French Toast • Breakfast Sausage • Bacon • Home Fries
SOUP OF THE DAY

COLD STATION:
Garden Salad • Shrimp Cocktail • Fresh Fruit

HOT STATION:
Steamed Vegetables • Brussels Sprouts with bacon & honey 

Spanakopita • Vegetable Egg Roll • Chicken Fingers
Black Mussels in butter sauce

Stuffed Mushrooms • Prime Rib Carving Station
Ham Carving Station

Baked Scrod • Meatballs Marinara
Chicken Portobella • Sweet Potatoes

Vegetable Egg Roll • Tortellini Genovese
DESSERTS TABLE

Assorted Desserts • Coffee • Tea

Call Today!

Want or Need to Sell? Call Now!!!

30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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(860) 228-8512

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Easter Plant
and Bake Sale

The Andover Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will hold its annual Easter Plant Sale 
and Bake Sale from Wednesday, March 27, 
through Easter Sunday, March 31, at the fire-
house on School Road.

Hours are: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Wednesday-
Saturday, and 10 a.m.-noon on Sunday. 

There will be many plants to choose from 
including lilies, tulips, azaleas, mums, hya-
cinths, hydrangeas, daffodils, spring baskets, 
pansies and more, as well as treats.

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2024-25 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2024, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten or not attend school 
until the following year, and parents who will be 
home-schooling, are asked to inform the school 
of this decision.

Scholarship Available
for Andover Students

Andover Elementary School is taking appli-
cations for the Andover Education Association 
and the Andover PTA Annual Scholarship. The 
scholarship is being offered to any Andover stu-
dent.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860 
742-7339.

Application deadlines are May 3.

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School Early 

Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2024, are eligible to attend. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at 
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Honor Society Inductee
Andover residents and Eastern Connecti-

cut State University students Duncan Page and 
Kane Waggoner were recently inducted into the 
Omicron Delta Kappa leadership honor society.

Page is a sophomore majoring in history, and 
Waggoner is a senior majoring in communica-
tion and theatre.

Protection for Your  
BUSINESS, HOME, AUTO & MORE!

www.GerhardtInsurance.com (860) 537-4661 
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCYINSURANCE AGENCY

•
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Andover Community Garden
The Andover Community Garden Commit-

tee (ACGC) is seeking volunteers to participate 
in planting, weeding, watering and assisting in 
upcoming projects. This is open to all ages, abil-
ities and genders, residents and families.

Upcoming projects include: roof replacement 
on the garden shed, gutters and water collection 
system, and border fence installation (pending 
funding).

The ACGC said it would like to engage all 
town residents in gardening and other sustain-
able practices, provide opportunities for resi-

dents to share their knowledge with others, and 
help support residents in need. With potential 
collaboration with other community organiza-
tions, the AGCG said it hopes to provide fresh 
produce to Andover Food Pantry on a weekly 
basis. The committee said it intends to connect 
with young people in town.

The committee currently offers six plots that 
can be assigned to interested gardeners. How-
ever, the potential for “sharing” a spot with your 
family and/or group expands the number of 
people directly involved with the program. 

Senior Citizen News & Notes

Congregational Church News

Scholarship Opportunity Announced
The East Hartford Garden Club is offering 

one $1,000 scholarship to any full- or part-
time student who is a resident of Andover, 
Bolton, Bloomfield, Coventry, East Hartford, 
East Windsor, Glastonbury, Manchester, Mid-
dletown, Vernon, Storrs or Windsor Locks.

The student must plan on majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-

servation, forestry, environmental concerns, 
botany and other allied subjects.

Applications with the submittal instruc-
tions are available at the guidance depart-
ment of the attending school. All completed 
applications must be received by April 1 to be 
considered.

The following items have been updated for 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordi-
nator Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. 
Transportation is available for all events. There 
is shopping on Tuesdays, Foodshare rides bi-
monthly on Wednesdays, Food Pantry Mondays 
and Wednesdays, and lunches bi-monthly on 
Fridays. For all Young at Heart events, including 
movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and 
call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 
2 for all trip information. For all senior events 
and information, visit the senior page of the 
town website, andoverct.org.

Note: Senior transportation calls are now 
only heard from 9 a.m.-noon, by calling Palazzi. 
If you call at any other time, leave your name, 
phone number, date, time and address of your 
appointment. A return call will be given within 
24 hours. Medicals will no longer be available 
for Tuesdays. They are available for Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Shopping Dates: Willimantic: 3/26; Man-
chester: 4/2. Call Palazzi for transportation.

Senior Luncheons: Will be held at the Town 
Hall community room Wednesday, March 27 
(note the change of date), with entertainment 
by the RHAM band. No walk-ins accepted. Call 
Palazzi for transportation. Future lunches will 
be held April 5 and 19; call Palazzi for reserva-
tions by the previous Wednesday. 

Upcoming Trips: Friday, March 29, to Clin-
ton Outlets with lunch at Log Cabin; Thursday, 
April 4, Empty Bowls at RHAM; Friday, April 
19, Legally Blonde at Little Theater of Manches-
ter. Call Carol Lee for more information.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available 
for the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. and 
for the Wednesday Foodshare or food pantry 
– all of which take place at Andover Congrega-
tional Church. Call Palazzi for a ride.  

Transportation Available: Rides to all town 
events, town meetings, referendums, board 
meetings and medical appointments are avail-
able by calling Palazzi. All seniors, veterans, dis-
abled are welcome. If you have a caregiver, they 
may come with you. 

Friends of the Library News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams 
live on the church’s Facebook page (First Con-
gregational Church, Andover, CT). For more 
information, call the church office at 860-742-
7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or 
visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-

site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 
AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 

p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday, 

March 28, 7 p.m.
Easter Sunrise Service: Sunday, March 31, at 

6 a.m., at Siismets Farm. 
Free Easter Family Portrait: Sunday, March 

31, 10 a.m. All are invited to the Easter morning 
service, and to have their picture taken before or 
after the service.

Andover Friends of the Library, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, has announced the fol-
lowing items of interest:

Solar Eclipse Storytime: On Monday, April 8, 
Connecticut will witness a partial solar eclipse. 
All are invited to join Library Friends Ellen Re-
pay and Julie Victoria on Saturday, April 6, at 10 
a.m., to make a safe solar eclipse viewing box. 
The event is free and geared toward children; 
call the library at 860-742-7428 to indicate if 
you are coming, so that there are enough sup-
plies.

Library Friends Offer Scholarship: Andover 
Friends of the Library is offering a $1,000 schol-

arship to an Andover high school senior. Appli-
cations are due May 1, and are available at the 
guidance office at RHAM High School, at the 
Andover Public Library, 355 Route 6 and on the 
town website at tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped off 
at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school, 
use the scholarship to further their education, 
and hold a valid Andover Public Library card. 
For more information, call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

Collecting for Auction
The Andover Friends of the Library Auction 

Committee is collecting donations for its 22nd 
annual Goods and Services Auction that will be 
held Friday, May 17. 

The committee is looking for new items to 
create gift baskets. The following are examples 
of popular items: gift certificates, handmade 
items like jewelry, scarves, quilts, afghans, 
sports items, paintings and music/video games.

This auction is the Friends’ big fundraiser; 
proceeds help support library programs. Dona-
tions are tax-deductible.

Vendors, Donations 
Sought for Tag Sale

The Andover Senior Lunch Fundraising 
Committee is in the process of collecting dona-
tions for its annual Tag Sale, which will be held 
Saturday, April 27. The tag sale is a fundraiser 
for the senior lunch program. 

The committee is looking for items to sell. If 
you have items to donate, they can be brought 
to the Town Office Building. Call Carol Lee at 
860-742-0188 ext. 4218 for more information. 

Vendors are also needed for the sale. For in-
formation, contact Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-
6122 or nanasworld@comcast.net.  

Bingo & Baskets
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6 in Andover, will hold a Bingo & 
Baskets night Friday, March 22, starting with 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions. 

Dean’s List
Andover residents Christina Pelletier and 

Rebecca Risley made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at 
Goodwin University.

Commission, Committee 
Members Needed

Any Andover elector interested in serving on 
one of the following committees or commis-
sions should send a letter of interest via email to 
townclerk@andoverct.org:

Capital Improvement Plan Committee, Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Ethics Com-
mission, Inland Wetlands Commission alter-
nate, Ordinance Review Committee.

PZC Alternate Sought 
Any Andover elector who is interested in 

serving as an alternate on the Planning & Zon-
ing Commission should send a letter of interest 
to: Town of Andover, P&Z Alternate, 17 School 
Rd., Andover, CT 06232 or email one to town-
clerk@andoverct.org.

Town-Wide Tag Sale
Coming 

The Andover annual Town-Wide Tag Sale 
will be held Saturday, May 18, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Rain date is Sunday, May 19. Proceeds 
benefit the Andover Senior Luncheon Program.

Residents who would like to be included and 
have their address listed on the tag sale map 
should send a check for $10 payable to Town of 
Andover and mail it or bring it to: Town Clerk, 
17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232. Include a list 
of items that you will have for sale so it can be 
included on the map. 

Send information and payment so that it is 
received by May 3. 

Town Administrator Reviews Budget Proposal
By Michael Sinkewicz

Andover officials continue to chip away at 
the 2024-25 fiscal year budget proposal, as the 
town faces a potentially substantial increase in 
spending.

Overall, the combined budget proposal com-
prised of the spending for local Board of Edu-
cation, RHAM Board of Education and town 
operations doesn’t add up to anything “extraor-
dinary,” according to Town Administrator Eric 
Anderson.

A draft of total budget expenditure is slated at 
$12.88 million — just over $400,000 more than 
the current fiscal year. But when fused with over 
$2.5 million in revenue and a fund balance al-
lotment, the expected taxpayer request drops to 
$10.09 million — a $143,858, or 1.4% increase 
over 2023-24 — which would result in a slight 
mill rate increase of .91%.

Last month, the local school board adopted a 
$4.35 million budget to run Andover Elementa-
ry School next year — a $113,262, or 2.67% in-
crease from the current-year. The RHAM Board 
of Education is expected to officially approve its 
final spending plan next month, but Andover’s 
levy will likely drop by significant percentage, 
resulting in a sizable savings.

The town budget, however, may spike “quite 
a bit.”

At the moment, the town budget is penciled 
in at roughly $4.35 million — up $611,119, or 
16.5% from the current fiscal year.

“It’s going up a lot,” Anderson said. “It’s rea-
sonable, but the Board of Finance still has hard 
decisions to make, and that’s their call.”

Following Board of Selectmen approval, the 
budget is now in the custody of the finance 
board, who is likely to finalize the proposal over 
the next month, Anderson said.

The finance board was scheduled to meet 
again on Wednesday, after press time. But look-
ing ahead, the spotlight will likely be on the line 
items causing the considerable boost in spend-
ing.

“They’re looking at the major cost drivers,” 
Anderson said. “And they’re going through that 
now.”

Some large expenses are brand-new to the 
2024-25 budget. For example, within the calen-
dar year, the town will be opening its new com-
munity center, and while construction costs 
were covered outside the operational budget, 
the funding to staff and maintain the facility will 
be ongoing. Right now, an additional $82,000 is 
in the budget to address those needs — and that 
figure may extend up to $100,000.

The majority of the total increase is represent-
ed in the “capital” portion of the budget. Several 
areas are receiving larger allotments compared 
to prior fiscal years, while others are entirely 
new pockets of spending.

Open Space is slated to receive $50,000 allot-
ment, and Anderson recommended a capital 
line for the elementary school building in the 
amount of $100,000.

Typically, Anderson explained, the town bud-
gets on a 10-year capital plan to help lessen the 
financial impact on any given fiscal year. Some-
times, though, expectations don’t always align 

with reality, and costs escalate. Replacing cul-
verts, he said, has gone up “significantly in the 
last five years.” Accordingly, the money the town 
had been storing year-over-year is nowhere near 
the expected price-tag.

The bridge and culvert fund, which usu-
ally hovers around $100,000 each fiscal year, 
bumped up to $175,000 in new proposal. In or-
der for the town to be able to fulfill its match of a 
state project that’s currently in the design phase, 
that line-item needs to remain inflated over the 
next two fiscal years.

Other sections of the budget don’t have as 
much “wiggle room,” such as salaries and em-
ployee benefits — which both saw increases. 
There are some savings, including the transfer 
of the administrative assistant’s responsibili-
ties to the tax collector. But Anderson warned 
that there weren’t many reductions sprinkled 
throughout the town spending plan.

Despite the stark figures on the town-side, 
the two school budgets — when combined — 
will likely result in a net decrease compared to 
the current fiscal year. And even with the town 
portion added in, the total expenditure is still 
reasonable, Anderson conveyed.

“We’re not talking about a big [overall] in-
crease,” he said.

* * *
During its meeting this week, the finance 

board was also expected to review audit find-
ings for the 2022-23 fiscal year and discuss a 
corrective action plan to address any recom-
mendations.

Anderson said there were a few findings that 
required attention regarding school finances. 
A final action plan is expected to ultimately be 
provided to the independent auditor and then 
uploaded to the state Office of Policy and Ma-
nagement.

AHM College Scholarships
AHM Youth & Family Services is accepting 

scholarship applications from Andover, Hebron, 
and Marlborough students who are planning to 
attend college in the fall. Each of the scholarships 
is needs-based. Applications are at ahmyouth.
org/college-scholarship-application. Deadline to 
apply is May 15.

 Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: This 
scholarship was created in memory of Erin Gar-
vie, who passed away in 1998, during her senior 
year at RHAM High School. She was a star soccer 
player and president of the student council. This 
scholarship was created by the Garvie family and 
friends. Over the years, this college scholarship 
has been awarded to RHAM High School stu-
dents who participate in high school athletics. 

Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship: This 
scholarship was created in memory of Paige 
Houston, who was entering her senior year as an 
honors student at RHAM High School in 2013 
when she passed away. Paige was active in cheer-
leading with the RHAM Youth Football and 
Cheerleading League and had planned on pursu-
ing a career in early education. This scholarship 
was created by the Houston family and friends. 

Each year a college scholarship is awarded to a 
RHAM High School graduate. 

William Stelzner Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Wil-
liam “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 2016. 
Stelzner was known for his humanitarian work 
locally, regionally, and nationwide. This schol-
arship was created by the Stelzner family and 
friends. Each year a college scholarship is award-
ed to a RHAM High School graduate who plans 
to attend a two-year college and has volunteered 
in the community. 

Project Graduation
Meetings 

AHM Youth & Family Services coordinates 
Project Graduation for RHAM High School and 
said it would like parents of the junior and se-
nior class to attend upcoming meetings to learn 
what is planned and to help with details.

Meetings will be held Wednesdays, April 3 and 
May 1, from 6:30-7:15 p.m., via Zoom. Zoom 
meeting information is at www.ahmyouth.org/
fundraisers-events/project-graduation. 
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Legal Bills Soaring Over Budget
By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester is facing a mounting pile of legal 
bills, worsening an already fraught financial 
situation in town.

Earlier this month, First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler III informed the Board of Selectmen 
(BOS) that the town had spent over $170,000 on 
legal expenses during the current 2023-24 fiscal 
year — substantially more than was budgeted. 

The town had only earmarked $65,000 for all 
legal costs, leaving the town about $105,000 over 
budget, with a little more than three months still 
remaining in the fiscal year.

The legal expenses budgeted for three sepa-
rate departments are all exceeding their original 
blueprints. 

To date, the town has spent $82,000 on first 
selectman legal matters — $50,000 over bud-
get; human resources legal expenses have cost 
$37,000 — over-extended by $22,000; and the 
planning and zoning department’s legal matters 
have cost $40,000 — more than $30,000 over-
budget.

During its meeting on March 7, the select-
men nanimously made a recommendation to 
the Board of Finance (BOF) that legal cases con-
tinue to be funded, and that the first selectman 
continues to provide updates to both boards. 
The finance board was expected to review that 
item last week, but its meeting was suspended 

due to technical difficulties.
Dennler told the Rivereast that there were “no 

surprises” regarding the town’s stark legal situ-
ation. Many of the cases were high-profile, he 
said, and have received local media attention 
dating back to the prior fiscal year.

Still, the first selectman is required to apprise 
the boards of selectmen and finance of legal 
expenses that exceed their budget, and get au-
thorization for additional expenditures for spe-
cific legal issues — something Dennler claimed 
wasn’t happening on a routine basis.

In order to cover the legal bills, the town has 
to find alternative funding sources. First, Denn-
ler said, options within the current spending 
plan will be explored. For example, if transfers 
from other departments that aren’t expected 
to go over budget can absorb the total legal 
amount, that would be the preferred route, he 
explained. Then if that fails, he said, the town 
would seek a special appropriation from its re-
serves to make up the shortfall.

While Dennler said there appears to be “sub-
stantial” issues within the current operational 
budget, it’s the town’s duty to try its best to stay 
within the spending perimeters approved by 
taxpayers at referendum. As many of the cases 
are ongoing, the total legal bill will continue to 
increase, although Dennler said it’s “difficult to 

forecast” the final amount.
In the meantime, the town has cash on hand 

to finance all of its legal cases — whose expenses 
are posted on the town website — without risk 
of going “bankrupt,” according to Dennler.

After reviewing the figures at the BOS meet-
ing, Republican selectman Cliff O’Donal re-
marked, “Things have blown up here.”

Art Shilosky, the board’s Republican vice 
chair, asserted, “we’re going to get through this.”

But, he added, “It’s going to cost us.”
While the town’s legal predicament likely 

didn’t surprise local officials — Dennler had 
previously warned that certain items were on 
track to go over budget — the detailed break-
down of the numbers comes as the town contin-
ues to combat numerous financial hurdles.

Michelle Marceau, the acting director of fi-

nance, told the BOF last month that widespread 
accounting issues were close to being resolved. 
Those concerns had previously led to Dennler 
implementing a soft budget freeze in January.

But the soft freeze has since expanded, Denn-
ler said, and the town has cracked down on 
overall spending as fears of going over-budget 
remained persistent. Through the end of Febru-
ary, 81.5% of the overall budget was expended, 
which Dennler told the BOF was “not an ideal 
place to be” at this stage of the year.

Certain departments, including Cragin Me-
morial Library and Youth and Social Services, 
have largely operated on donations and grants 
due to budget restraints.

“That’s not a way to run a municipality,” 
Dennler said during a previous interview.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Monday, March 25: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Exercise w/Anne, Waffle Day Breakfast; 
10 a.m., Pet Therapy, Stitch & Fix, Sittercize; 
11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, 
Bridge; 12:45 p.m., Setback.

Tuesday, March 26: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle, In 
the Know; 1:30 p.m., Bingo; 7 p.m., SCBC meet-
ing (via Zoom).   

Wednesday, March 27: 9 a.m., Making Mem-
ories Program, Walking Group meet-up at the 
Air Line Trail in Amston; 10 a.m., Adult Color-
ing, Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Brigid’s Cross Craft; 
1:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming; 2 p.m., Sewing 
Circle.

Thursday, March 28: 9 a.m., Exercise w/
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; noon, Chair Massage; noon-3 p.m., Se-
nior Benefits Counseling; 12:30 p.m., Domi-
noes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet.

Friday, March 29: Senior center closed for 
Good Friday.

Financial Savings for Seniors: Tuesday, 
April 10, 10:30 a.m. The center’s senior benefits 
counselor will go over senior programs that can 
save you money. This is a free program. 

Medicare Boot Camp: Thursday, April 11, 
5-7 p.m. A counselor from Senior Resources 
will share Medicare information you need to 
know. This is a free program.

 Senior Golf League – Preseason Meeting: 
Tuesday, April 16, 2 p.m. This is an informa-
tional meeting to discuss the 2024 golf league 
season at the Chanticlair Golf Course in Col-
chester. This is a co-ed league, and new mem-

bers are welcome.
Flower Power Groovy Luncheon: Wednes-

day, April 17, 11 a.m. Wear your ‘60s/‘70s-in-
spired florals and be entertained by the soul-
ful sounds of Tomaca as she brings us back in 
time. Her performance will be followed by roast 
turkey dinner complete with gravy, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, squash, rolls and butter. A 
carrot cake will be served for dessert. Cost is $9 
per person. Space is limited.

Air Dry Clay Jewelry Class: Tuesdays, April 
23 and 30, 10 a.m.-noon. CSC member Gabri-
ella DuCharme will show how to use and cre-
ate with air-dry clay. This is a two-day class; you 
must be able to attend both days. Space is lim-
ited. The cost of this program is $10/person and 
includes all the supplies and use of clay tools. 

Live Your Best Life Now: Wednesday, April 
24, 10:30 a.m. Join Middlesex Health Care at 
Home for a discussion on healthy aging. This is 
a free program and open to all. 

Volunteer Appreciation Event Luncheon: 
Friday, April 26, 10:30 a.m. This will be a Mexi-
can fiesta-themed luncheon for those who vol-
unteer at the senior center 25 hours or more an-
nually. Invitations have been individually sent; 
RSVP by Friday, April 19. 

Photos Needed: As part of its tribute to 
mothers for Mother’s Day and for its May lun-
cheon, the senior center is looking for photos of 
your mother, that special someone in your life 
who was like a mother, or you as a mother with 
your children. Photos can be sent electronically 
to Jodi at cscprograms@colchesterct.gov or you 
can bring them into the senior center, where 
they can be scanned and returned. This is open 
to all members.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Let’s Sew!: Tuesdays, April 2-23, 6-8 p.m., at 
Town Hall, for ages 18 and up. You will need to 
bring your own sewing machine, manual, pow-
er cord and supplies (thread, scissors, thread 
& pins). Cost: $50/resident, $55/non-resident. 
Class minimum is 2, and maximum is 5.

Dog Training Classes: Saturdays, April 
6-May 18 (rain date of May 25 if needed), from 
9-10 a.m., at Ruby Cohen Woodlands. No class 
April 13; also, no dogs allowed at the April 6 
class. For ages 18 and older. Class minimum is 
4, and maximum is 8. Fee: $150/resident, $155/
non-resident.

Summer Day Camp Registration: Camp 
registration is underway. The summer day 
camp, for kids entering grades K-7 in the fall, 
will run June 24-Aug. 16, Monday through Fri-

day, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. each day. The weekly 
themes and field trips will be announced in 
mid-February, Cost per week is $170/child. Af-
tercare is available from 3- p.m., for an addition-
al $45 each week. Cost includes all activities and 
field trips but does not include food. All snacks 
and lunches must be sent with your camper.

Counselor-in-Training (C.I.T.) Leadership 
Program: For ages 14 and up. Session 1: June 
24-July 12 (no camp July 4 or 5); Session 2: July 
15-Aug. 2. Hours are: Monday-Friday, from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day. Fee: $125. Upon success-
ful completion of the program you can volun-
teer as a Junior Counselor at day camp from 
July 15-Aug. 16. You’ll attend camp for free.

Colchester Youth Theatre Camp: For kids 
entering grades 2-7 in the fall. The two-week 
session runs Aug. 12-23, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This two-week camp 
is designed to immerse kids in the world of the-
atre, culminating with performance of a play on 
Friday, Aug. 23. No acting experience necessary. 
Fee: $300/camper. A minimum of 20 campers is 
required, with a maximum of 40 campers.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated 
information is also on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 
September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 
Sunday School.

Holy Week Schedule: Palm Sunday, March 
24: 9 a.m., Worship Service w/ Palm Sun-
day Processional; 10 a.m., Pancake Breakfast. 

Maundy Thursday, March 28: 7 p.m., Worship 
Service: The Last Supper. The church will con-
template the last night Jesus spent with his disci-
ples. Communion will be served. Good Friday, 
March 29: Noon, Worship Service: Stations of 
the Cross. Walk throughout the Sanctuary from 
station to station and contemplate the seven 
last words Jesus spoke from the cross. Easter 
Sunday, March 31: 6:15 a.m., Sunrise Service 
at Lake Hayward; 9 a.m., Worship Service w/
Communion. Celebrate the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ together; Communion will be served 
at our service in the sanctuary. 

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

DeCaprio to Host Food Drive
State Rep, Mark DeCaprio (R-48) will host 

a Food Drive on Saturday, April 13, at Stop & 
Shop, 99 Linwood Ave.  

Those interested in donating are asked to 
consider canned foods, and other non-per-
ishable food items. The proceeds will benefit 
the Colchester Food Bank.

“I hope you can join me at Stop & Shop in 
Colchester on Saturday, April 13th. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Colchester Food Bank, 

which does an admirable job helping those 
in need withing the community,” said De-
Caprio. “With another holiday season com-
ing up over the next few weeks, it will be very 
important for us to help replenish food banks 
here in Colchester, and across our state.”

The 48th General Assembly District in-
cludes Colchester, Bozrah, Franklin and 
Lebanon.

Maureen Donoghue Morin and Sheri Spaulding of Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue 
will be among the teams serving up drinks at the Celebrity Bartender Night at Fresca 
Tequila Bar & Grill next Wednesday, March 27. 

Celebrity Bartender Night
Fresca Tequila Bar & Grill is hosting a Celeb-

rity Bartender Night on Wednesday, March 27, 
to benefit four different charities. 

Four local “celebrity” teams will create a sig-
nature cocktail for the event and will pour them 
and invite friends and family to come support 
them. There are two one-hour sessions (6-7 
p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m.) and all of the sales 
from their signature drinks and tip jar will be 

counted to determine the winner, and all of 
those profits go to their charity. 

The participating charities will be the Col-
chester Hayward Fire Department, Special 
Olympics, Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue and 
the Smilow Cancer Hospital for research. 

Check out the event on Facebook/Frescate-
quilabar for more information.

Dean’s List
Luke Reynolds of Colchester made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at the University of Saint Jo-
seph in West Hartford.



NEWS BULLETIN •  March 22, 2024 Page 25

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Chipotle Coming
to Colchester

By Michael Sinkewicz
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Com-

mission (PZC) this month approved a special 
permit and site plan that will bring Chipotle 
to the downtown hub.

The PZC signed-off on the plan for Galaxy 
Development, LLC to house Chipotle Mexi-
can Grill, including a pick-up window, and 
two additional tenant spaces.

The new development will be located at 131 
Linwood Ave., which is currently vacant.

A construction schedule has not been fi-
nalized, according to First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler III.

In a post on Facebook, Dennler stated that a 
traffic study was conducted that examined six 
nearby intersections, which determined that 
the Level of Service wouldn’t be affected.

When asked online whether the potential 
impact on neighboring businesses was con-
sidered, Dennler responded that it “is not a 
factor [PZC] can consider when determining 

whether an applicant is compliant when seek-
ing a permit.”

Dennler told the Rivereast this week that 
“balance can be a good thing” when it comes 
to dining options. He conveyed that Colches-
ter has always had a mix of commercial estab-
lishments and small businesses.

Moran’s, a local Mexican restaurant also lo-
cated on Linwood Avenue, appeared to be the 
place residents were immediately concerned 
about, according to Dennler. But he asserted 
Moran’s and Chipotle — an international 
brand with thousands of locations — offer 
“fundamentally different things.”

“Personally, I wouldn’t give up a sit-down 
meal to go through a drive-thru,” he said, add-
ing that people will likely be able to support 
both establishments.

Dennler noted that it’s a promising sign for 
the community that developers are interested 
in coming to Colchester.

Garden Club to Meet
The Colchester Garden Club will hold its next 

meeting Monday, March 25, in Norton Room A 
at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. All 
are invited to attend.

There will be a social time at 5:30 p.m., with 
the program beginning at 6 p.m. Speaker that 
evening will be Gail Ridge, who will discuss the 
topic of “invasive jumping worms” that remove 

vital nutrients from topsoil killing plants. Ridge 
is an expert on insect behavior and ecology with 
the Connecticut Agricultural Experimental Sta-
tion in New Haven.

The Colchester Garden Club is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, and a member of the 
Federated Garden Club of Connecticut and the 
National Garden Clubs of America.

ARPA Funding Available for Residents
The town recently launched a new process for 

residents to apply for financial assistance in a 
program funded through the town’s allocation 
of funds under the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA).

The Board of Selectmen has committed up 
to $100,000 of ARPA funds to support resident 
households who are living at or below 300% of 
the federal poverty level and struggling with ex-
penses.

Any household still trying to recover from 
the impacts of the pandemic can apply for funds 
to assist with the following:

Rental/mortgage assistance; utilities; home 
repairs that address health and/or safety haz-
ards; car repairs for transportation to work, 
school or job training; heating; and other cat-
egories that may include: medical co-pays, eye-
glasses, work uniforms, training programs, and 
other unforeseen expenses.

Residents are asked to fill out an application 
for financial assistance available at Colchester-
CT.Gov/ARPAHelp and provide required sup-
porting documentation.

For more information, call Colchester Youth 
and Social Services at 860-537-7255.

Taste of Italian New York
Colchester Senior Center, located at 95 Nor-

wich Ave., is offering a “Taste of Italian New 
York” trip on Saturday, April 20, departing St. 
Andrew Church at 7 a.m. -- and reservations are 
due soon.

This is a trip to three New York food “hot 
spots.” Eat, shop and bring home some Ital-
ian food items. Visit Zabar’s gourmet market 
in the Upper West Side. The market is known 
for their selection of meats, smoked fish, cook-
ing gadgets, and New York bagels. Then have a 
family-style lunch at Carmine’s Italian Restau-
rant, where the menu will include such items 
as rigatoni, broccoli and sausage in marinara, 
chicken in lemon butter, ravioli, and chocolate 

cannoli with pistachios. You will then continue 
to Arthur Avenue in the Bronx and explore the 
Arthur Avenue Retail Market, a covered Italian 
market bringing together under one roof vari-
ous Italian food specialties.

Coolers are encouraged on this trip. Cost is 
$151/person. Space is limited; register by com-
ing into the senior center to reserve your spot 
before March 20. Trips are available to Col-
chester Senior Center members and their adult 
guests over the age of 18. Membership is free for 
Colchester residents aged 55 and older. There is 
an annual fee of $15 for seniors residing outside 
of Colchester.

Absentee Ballots Available for Primaries
Absentee ballots for both the Democratic and 

Republican presidential preference primaries 
are available in the town clerk’s office through 
Monday. April 1. (Primary Day is Tuesday, April 
2.) 

In Connecticut, in order to vote in the prima-
ry you must be a member of the party to which 
the primary pertains.

Absentee ballot instructions: Fill out an ap-
plication for an absentee ballot. You may obtain 
an application in the town clerk’s office, or visit 
oabr-sots.ct.gov where you can fill out an appli-
cation. You must be a current Colchester voter 
at the time of the application.

After the town clerk’s office receives the com-
pleted application, you will be given an absentee 
ballot to fill out. If you apply in person, you can 
fill out the ballot at that time or take it with you 
to return within the specified period. If you ap-

ply online the ballot will be mailed to you.
Deadlines for receiving the fully filled-out 

ballot and enclosed envelopes are:
If delivered in person, it must be delivered to 

the town clerk no later than Monday, April 1, at 
4:30 p.m.; 

If delivered in person by a family member, or 
qualified designee (such as a caretaker, police 
officer in town, or registrar/deputy registrar of 
voters in town), it must reach the town clerk’s 
office by the end of polls on Primary Day;

If delivered by mail it must be received no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on Primary Day; or 

If put in the Absentee Ballot box located in 
front of Town Hall, it must be placed by the 8 
p.m. close of polls on Primary Day.

For more information, call the town clerk’s 
office at 860-537-7215.

Encore Boston Harbor Casino Trip
Colchester Senior Center will offer a trip 

to Encore Boston Harbor Resort Casino on 
Wednesday, June 5.

Encore Boston Harbor is a luxury resort and 
casino in Everett, Mass. All 166 tables come with 
phone chargers and beverage service. The 3,100 
slot machines offer games for every enthusiast, 
from video to reel slots. You can also stroll Har-
bor Walk, which surrounds the property along 
the Mystic River. 

Cost is $136 and includes a cncludes Ca-
sinobBonus of $20 in free slot play (subject to 

change), a deluxe motorcoach and, prior to the 
time at the casino, a family-style meal at Mag-
giano’s Little Italy Restaurant in Park Square. 

Register by coming into the Colchester Se-
nior Center, located at 95 Norwich Ave. 

Trips are available to Colchester Senior Cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership in the senior center is free 
for Colchester residents age 55 and older. There 
is an annual fee of $15 for seniors residing out-
side of Colchester.

Shredding Old Tax and Personal Records
Residents and businesses of Colchester and 

area towns can safely shred their financial and 
personal records Saturday, April 27, from 9 
a.m.-noon, at the Colchester Town Hall park-
ing lot. 

Boy Scout Troop 72 will have certified shed-
ding company “File Shred” in place to accept 
and safely shred your financial records. You 
can watch the items being put into the shred-
der and destroyed. Old personal documents, 
tax information and medical records etc. will be 
accepted.

Costs are $5 for a bag the size of a plastic gro-
cery bag and $10 for boxes the size of a case of 

copy paper or case of beer. A bulk price can be 
negotiated for larger quantities of records. There 
is no need to take off paper clips or stapled.

Additionally, the troop will accept recyclable 
cans and bottles on the day of the shredding 
event.

Funds raised will be used to help Troop 72 
maintain its equipment purchases, camping 
scholarships, enhance its monthly camping 
program, defray program costs, cost of summer 
camps and support the high adventure trips. 
Contact Al Letendre at letendrej@sbcglobal.net 
for more information.

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $159.99 •  5-Steps only $197.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R

E3
-2

2-
24

Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No Quantity 
Limits

No Mail In
Rebates

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

LIST WITH 
US...

SEE WHY 
BELOW!!

We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest up to $1000 to assist in repairs

and staging your home for sale. Some restrictions apply.

R
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COMING SOON!

241 Broad St. Great location 
between Waterford and New 
London, close to I-395 and 
I-95. Older 3 bedroom, nicely 
updated with nearby access to 

NEW LONDON  $295,000

Call/Text Nick Long
860-334-2868

shopping. Bus route and more. Priced to sell. 

41 Fairway Dr. This beautiful 1-2 
bedroom ranch is meticulously cared 
for and “move in” ready. Thoughtfully 
designed, the detached single-family 
home includes a walkout, lower level 

165 Pine Brook Rd. New roof, 
new water heater and a gorgeous 
cathedral vaulted family room 
off the rear of the home. 
Priced to sell in this $400,000 

COLCHESTER $349,900 COLCHESTER $284,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

ready to finish, hardwood silent floors, a large deep 1 
car garage, deck, and patio. Ready to move right in!

neighborhood but does need cosmetics. 
Bring your tool belt and build equity!

RARELY AVAILABLE PAR 3 HOME AWESOME LOCATION

3 OFFERS IN3 OFFERS IN
3 DAYS!3 DAYS!

UNDER UNDER 
CONTRACTCONTRACT

IN 5 DAYSIN 5 DAYS

FREE REPORT
27 Tips To Sell 

Your Home Fast 
For Top Dollar
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Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

R
E2

-9
-2

4

Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular
• Palletized Firewood Our 31st Year!!!

860-228-1383 M-F 9-5
SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE

R
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t

 The Colchester Business Association (CBA) recently presented a check for $4,000 for 
the town’s fuel and food banks. From left are CBA Secretary Jack Faski, CBA President 
Jennifer Marozzi, CBA Auction chair Ash Bashir, and First Selectman Bernie Dennler. 

Funds for Food & Fuel
 The Colchester Business Association (CBA) 

recently presented a check for $4,000 to be di-
vided evenly between the Town of Colchester 
fuel bank and food bank. 

The funds were raised in December during 
the CBA’s Holiday Auction. 

“Thank you to the members of the Colchester 
business community who graciously donated 
so many items for the auction, and to all those 

who attended and bid so generously.,” said Ash 
Bashir, CBA auction chair. “We are so humbled 
by your support and are so grateful to be able to 
give back to the community that supports our 
businesses.”

Also during the check presentation, First 
Selectman Bernie Dennler gave a “State of the 
Town” address to the group.

CSC Board,
Coach Positions Open

Several Colchester Soccer Club (CSC) board 
positions are available for the 2024 soccer sea-
son. For more information on open board posi-
tions, email Tim Daniels at president@colches-
tersoccer.org.

There are also Travel Coach Positions open 
for the 2024 season. Interested candidates 
should contact Lee Elliott by April 7 by email-
ing lee.elliott@colchestersoccer.org.

Early Voting Starts Soon
Early voting for the upcoming Democratic 

and Republican presidential preference prima-
ries is about to begin, and the Colchester reg-
istrars of voters have passed along information 
about the process.

To participate in early voting, go to Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave., check in, present valid 
identification, and you will be allowed to vote. 
(If you are an unaffiliated voter, and wish to 
change your registration to either party, you 
may do so by coming to Town Hall to fill out 
an application and then return 24 hours later to 
vote.)

You will then be presented with a ballot to 
complete, and place it in an envelope. The sealed 
and signed envelope is then dropped into a 
locked ballot box. Your ballot will be processed 
(run through the tabulator) on Election Day 
along with all the same-day voting and absentee 
ballots.

Presidential primary hours for early voting 
are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday, March 26; Wednes-

day, March 27; Friday, March 28; and Saturday, 
March 30.

The August state primary will have seven days 
of early voting, from Aug. 5-11. Voting hours 
will be 10 a.m.-6 p.m. except for Aug. 6 and 8, 
when the hours will be 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Election 
Day will then be Aug. 13.

The general election in November will have 
early voting hours Oct. 21-Nov. 3, with voting 
hours from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. except for Oct. 29 
and 31 when the hours will be 8 a.m.-8 p.m., 
with Election Day Nov. 5.

Voting and registrations will take place at 
Town Hall in meeting room 2 for early vot-
ing only. The primary or elections will be held 
in the districts you are assigned by street resi-
dence. Town Hall is the voting place for District 
1; Abundant Life Church, District 2; and Bacon 
Academy, District 3.

For more information, call the registrars at 
860-537-7204.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Community Bible Study and Prayer: 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is an 

open discussion on how God fits into your life. 

WJJMS Honor Roll
William J. Johnston Middle School has an-

nounced its honor roll for the second quarter of 
the 2023-24 school year.

High Honors
Grade 6: Fabiola Berard, Brady Bigelow, Ga-

briella Bishop, Emilie Boutote, Paul Brodeur, 
Jacqueline Busby, Molly Buscetto, Nina Caplet, 
Olivia Carrington, Evangeline Carroll, Adri-
anna Colonghi, Tristan Cote, Lauren Coty, Bai-
ley Cowell, Breena Cowell, Chase Crane, Jenna 
Crowell, Cali Cruz, Sophia Dean, Lauren Dit-
tmann, Lucas Dubreuil, Lily Eppler, Evan Faber, 
Noah Hall, Taylor Hardy, Caroline Hathaway, 
Alexander Healy, Benjamin Healy, Ruby Jef-
fries, Lily Koji, Hunter Kovach, Jackson Lenk, 
Reagan Manganello, Troy Martin, Lilah Martz, 
Grace McAlpine, Bo McIver, Melanie Meneses-
Guzman, Ryder Michaud, Camille Mickens, 
Jaxson Miller, Hannah Nitkowski, Piper Owens, 
Lauryn Pac, Cameron Pedroso, Harper Perry, 
Madison Raulukaitis, Lyra Riley, Amelia Rob-
erts, Sophia Russell, Jenna Schoen-Rene, Payton 
Sheldon, Gavin Siena, Ethan Summerlin, Luna-
ya Urban, Makenzie VanCamp, Emma Verruso, 
Jake Ward, Jack Wissler.

Grade 7: Charlotte Bunting, Donovan Caru-
so-Wozniak, Logan Cleary, Luke Corraro, Alex-
ander Courtemanche, Jemma Currier, Gabrielle 
D’Atri, Eric Deacon, Zack Ginand, Nova Gost-
kiewicz, Kendall Grant, Olivia Helms, Allyson 
Hollis, Savannah Hunscher, Emma Hunt, Aydell 
Imasuen, Ilina Kansagara, Nadia Korzhoff, Car-
leigh Maher, Jameson Mauro, Christopher Mc-
Glynn, Samantha Nadeau, Maggie Parekh, Julia 
Rago, Delaney Scholl, Milania Shilosky, Ava 
Sykes, Isabel Weiner, Kaylie Wong.

Grade 8: Benjamin Adams, Alex Badrick, 
Brayden Buyniski, Carmen Champagne, Grace 
Clarkin, Isabel Faber, Allison Field, Abigail 
Floyd, Teresa Formica, Emily Fougerouse, Jack 
Grimm, Reid Gross, Damiana Hunt, Sufyan Kas-
li, Ashtyn King, Joshua Lund, Dalila Malz, Emma 
Pensa, Gabriella Rauccio, Isabella Rivera Kloss, 
David Rumph, Adrina Ruszala, Audrey Siborg, 
Jacob Teal, Brandon Verruso, Lila Wilson.

Honors
Grade 6: Chelsea Albetski, Dean Armon, Vio-

let Ayotte, Connor Baker, Jayden Bennett, Maki 
Bowens, Jacob Bradow, Victor Camp, Austin 
Carney, Ronald Castrillon, Chloe Civardi, Billy 
Colon, Alexa Crescentini, Hannah Culver, Oli-
ver Denham, Carter Doutre, Jacob Durfee, Paige 
Fenton, Michael Festa, Braelyn Garmer, Trevor 
Garvie, Dylan Gerkey, Declan Gorreck, Caitlyn 
Griffin, Skylar Jones, Stella Kauffman, Carlton 
Kristoff, Kaylee Krol, Aubrey Krummel, Kelsey 
Lachendro, Ryan Lombardo, Emily Lund, 
Zachary Marshall, Behr McCormick, Axel Mo-
naco, Chloe Monarca, Peyton Moynihan, Owen 
Murphy, Parker Nelson, John O’Brien, Kylee 

O’Marra, Jaxon Owens, Jacob Pacheco, Molly 
Parsons, Khloe Perez, Chase Pilney, Jack Ploski, 
Nicolina Poresky, Maximus Reinholtz, Braeden 
Richards, Maya Rodriguez, Austin Schevola, 
MacKenzie Schulze, Michaela Smith, Matthew 
Snyder, Myah Sousa, Logan Szewczyk, Emily 
Thibodeau, Gino Uccello, Muhammad Usman, 
Chloe Welikson.

Grade 7: Ryleigh Angell, Abbie Barthel, Jack 
Barthel, Liam Beeler, Kaylynn Benkert, Bryce 
Berta, Dani Borah, Lauren Brown, Caroline 
Bruni, Nicholas Bruni, Julia Carnelli, Aviana 
Chapman, Elyse Christoff, Angellese Colon, 
Ronan Conley, Samuel Crossway, Jayden De-
Broske, Zyyear Farrell, Kaylin Fischlein, Dylan 
Friberg, Ava Galante, Alice Gauthier, Liara 
Golden, Morgan Gray, Seraphina Gruss, Nora 
Gudelski, Jocelyn Hahn, Lillian Harvey, Briana 
Hawes, Fiona Helms, Katherine Hormuzdiar, 
Sophie Hustus, Emanuel Huynh, Jayden Ingalla, 
Gino Intrieri, Owen Ives, Dylan Kapoor, Shea 
Kellogg, Brenna Kogut, Delilah Koonankeil, 
Genevieve Kukich, Kayla Lachapelle, Adam 
Laspino, Maci Lemay, Lily Lenda, Jonathan 
Lizotte, Aubrey Lucco, Finn Maloney, Ellery 
Markham, Kinsey McCoy, William Morsch, So-
phie Mullen, Oliver Palmer, Judah Pappalardo, 
Drew Pazul, Tully Richardson, Jacob Rodriguez, 
Cayden Steele, Izsak Treat, Nolan Tuthill, Kar-
ter Viola, Kyra Walter, Emily Welles, Sarah Wis-
niewski, Alyssa Zajac, Tyler Zajac

Grade 8: Victoria Adamski, Abigail Bantle, 
Dannah Beirn, Jeremy Bennett, Temperance 
Berard, Adam Bigelow, Aidan Bisi, Alexios 
Bounas, Kira Brault, Madelynne Brownell, Me-
gan Buscetto, Camden Capone, Ashley Cleary, 
Cameron Cruz, Addison Daniels, Rex Davis, 
Wesley Engleman, Kailyn Formanek, Benja-
min Fuhrmann, Jacob Gardiner, Noah Garvie, 
Dante Gonzalez, Charlie Gott, Claire Gould, 
Jameson Grant, Quinn Guntulis, Carter He-
bert, Jack Hiegl, Cadence Hlasyszyn, Brody 
Hochholzer, Mason Howard, Brendan Jennette, 
Brendan Kastrup, Connie Lin, Miley Lindo, 
Chance Markovitz, Jillian Marshall, Claire Mar-
tin, James Mattison, Owen McLoughlin, Shane 
Meyer, Mark Miano-Talbot, Mickayla Moroch, 
Aidalyn Pacheco, Kiersten Page, Krish Patel, 
Lily Pulse, David Rancourt, Charles Ringuette, 
Benjamin Romasanta, Adriana Russo, Gabrielle 
Russo, Jeneva Santiago, Logan Sheridan, Mack-
enzie Shonk, Dylan Simon, Maci Swenson, Col-
leen Talbot, Cameron Velazquez, Alayna Welch, 
Chelsea Williams, James Wissler, Ty Wissler.

Colchester
Budget Survey

The Board of Finance invites all residents 
to fill out the annual budget survey. The 
survey is located at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ColchesterCTBudget2024. 

Kindergarten Registration
Colchester Elementary School has an-

nounced kindergarten registration is now open 
for the 2024-25 school year. 

To register, go to colchesterct.org and follow 
the link to Registration then Pre-Register. Be 
sure to select the 2024-25 school year.

For more information, call 860-537-7628.

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 RE3-22-24

Spring Is Here...
and we are here and 

ready to help you buy 
or sell a new home.

We Are Here To Help With Your Commercial Needs Too!

Ukrainian Church
Making Pierogies

St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church will sell 
homemade pierogies to support the church on 
Saturday, March 23. If you need some, place an 
order by calling Brenda at 860-365-0281. 

There will be 165 dozen available for sale. 

‘Spring in Bloom’
Market Coming

Colchester Federated Church’s annual Spring 
in Bloom market is coming in May – and ven-
dors are welcome.

If you would like a table at the fair to sell your 
goods, reach out to Renee Misbach at rouil-
lette01@snet.net for more information. The mar-
ket will be Sunday, May 4, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club is hold-

ing its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday 
during Lent, continuing through and including 
Good Friday, March 29.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 
nuggets for the kids. All meals include coleslaw, 
coffee and dessert. Cost is $16 for adults and $9 
for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout 
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593 
after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; 
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one 
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom 
– call for link. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live 
and on Zoom; Saturday morning, 10 a.m.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page, on “Ask the Rabbi – Bible 
Portion.”  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Trip to Newport Playhouse
The Colchester Senior Center, located at 95 

Norwich Ave., will offer a trip to the Newport 
Playhouse to see The Foresome on Thursday, 
May 16, at 9:30 a.m. 

In the play, four old school chums get togeth-
er for a friendly round of golf during their fif-
teenth college reunion. Old rivalries, romances 
and bragging rights are won and lost in 18 holes. 
Enjoy a homemade lunch buffet before the show 

and a cabaret after the show. 
Cost is $152/person. Register by coming into 

the senior center before April 16. Trips are avail-
able to Colchester Senior Center members and 
their adult guests over the age of 18. Member-
ship is free for Colchester residents aged 55 and 
older. There is an annual fee of $15 for seniors 
residing outside of Colchester.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is 

looking for vendors that sell dog-related items 
for its 10th annual “Spring Bark for the Park,” 
which will be held on the Town Green Sunday, 
May 19, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain date 
of Sunday, June 2.

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg 
Hunt for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing 

of the dogs, and other canine entertainment. 
Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth. 
There is no charge for nonprofit organizations. 

If interested in a vendor slot, email tagno-
bark@gmail.com by Friday, May 3. Spring 
Bark for the Park is sponsored by the Colches-
ter Parks and Recreation Department.

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time
Colchester Elementary School will host the 

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time program 
Thursday, April 18, for 4- and 5-year-old Col-
chester children who will be entering kinder-
garten during the 2024-25 school year.

Children will listen to books read by kin-
dergarten teachers, while parents learn about 
the registration process, the kindergarten cur-
riculum, readiness expectations, the school day, 

school policies and transportation. A question-
and-answer period will be available at each ses-
sion. 

The program will be held each month from 
11-11:30 a.m., in the CES media center. Parents 
and children are invited to attend multiple story 
times. Topics for parent information change 
each month. No pre-registration is required. 

CYSS News & Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-

nounced the following programs. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs, at 
www.colchesterct.gov/yss. For more informa-
tion, contact CYSS at 860-537-7255 or youth-
services@colchesterct.gov.

Colchester Boys Council: This group for 
fifth-grade boys meets Mondays from 3:15-4:30 
p.m., and is led by CYSS prevention coordinator 
Marquis Lawson. Boys will share their experi-
ences, questions and concerns. Space is limited. 

Meeting Childhood Challenges: In this pro-
gram, a continuation of “Supporting Your Anx-
ious Child,” parents of children ages 8-12 can 
come together for a discussion on supportive 
ways to respond as a parent and to learn meth-
ods to navigate childhood challenges. There will 
be time for questions as well. The program will 
meet March 27, April 24 and May 22, from 6:30-
8 p.m. each night, at Cragin Library – Norton 
Room A. Registration is required for each date. 

Makin’ Moves: Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m., from 
April 18-June 13. Fifth-graders will get ready 
for their upcoming move to middle school. 
Their time together will include a private mid-
dle school tour, some talk about lockers, team-

building activities and leadership games. There 
will be a few meetings in September to check in 
after the school year begins. This group is ex-
pected to fill quickly, CYSS said.

After 2: This afterschool program for mid-
dle school-aged students meets Tuesdays from 
2-4:30 p.m. throughout the school year. This 
program provides time for kids to have home-
work help, or just some quiet time to complete 
their work, small social-emotional learning 
group time, as well as a safe place to hang out. 
Registration is required in advance. 

Drop In @ the Youth Center: Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. In this 
program, kids can drop in to the youth center 
for a snack and play some games. You do not 
need to pre-register to attend the Youth Cen-
ter. However, students will receive instructions 
for online registration at their first visit, as they 
must be registered online to attend again. Call 
CYSS for more information.

Soccer Club
Annual Meeting

The Colchester Soccer Club will hold its an-
nual meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 
27, at 7 p.m., at the William J. Johnston Middle 
School Black Box Theatre. 

All members are welcome to attend. Nomina-
tions for positions on the board will take place.
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OUR PROVIDERS ARE: 
Daniel S. Welling, M.D. • Lawrence Arky, M.D.

Aziza Omrani, M.D. • Lydia Lormand, DO
Ariel Herron, CNM • Jaime Liebig, CNM

Virginie Eklund, CNM

— ADDITIONAL OFFICE LOCATIONS —
388 West Center St., Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

We are pleased to announce
Cory Arnold, APRN

is joining our staff
in the spring. 

We offer full scope Obstetrics & Gynecology,
Midwifery Care, Contraception & Family Planning, 

Menopause Management, Pre-conception Counseling, 
Infertility, Colposcopy/ LEEP, In-Office Surgery,

Robotic Surgery, 3D Mammography,
AIUM Accredited In-Office Ultrasound

In addition, Porter stated that while “almost 
everyone” pays their taxes, the town always as-
sumes a 99% collection rate that typically isn’t 
achievable. While it represents a fraction of the 
overall income, it still adds up to more than 
$400,000, according to Porter.

Regarding the expenses included in the bud-
get proposal, the town manager explained that 
all three entities incorporated in the spending 
plan need to attract quality employees, which 
requires cost of living adjustments that adhere 
to inflation. But, those rates haven’t been in-
creasing in lockstep with the Consumer Price 
Index.

The budget proposal includes funding to re-
place a culvert on South Buckboard Road. The 
total project costs $1.2 million and the town 
received a state grant to cover half the amount. 
Porter stated that the town also plans on lin-
ing a culvert on Johnson Road, which will cost 
$525,000 and extend that culvert’s lifespan by at 
least 40 years.

For the past three years, Porter stated that 
the town used pandemic funding along with its 
own reserves to decrease taxes.

“We understood that our constituents were 
confronting uncertain economic conditions 
and higher-than-average inflation,” he stated. 
“We wanted to be sensitive to the needs of our 
community. Now, with those pandemic-era 
funds ending, we are asking our residents to 
approve a tax increase to allow the Board of 
Education, RHAM, and the town to continue 
providing high quality services and allow the 
town to invest in much-needed infrastructure 
improvements.”

Porter added more historical context, con-
veying that during the 2019-20 fiscal year, the 
mill rate was 37.25, and it then went on to de-
crease in subsequent years. But, he continued, if 
the rate was adjusted with the Consumer Price 
Index, it would’ve reached 44.63 — a figure that 
is far above the proposed rate this year.

Board Support?
Porter made a similar pitch to the BOF last 

week, which “seemed reasonable,” according 
to board chairman Michael Nastri. With aging 
infrastructure — including some culverts that 
nearly date back to the second world war — it 
was the best course of action to move forward 
with the projects.

When asked if the 9.24% tax bill increase was 
concerning, Nastri expressed that his board 
“feels strongly that we need to support both the 
school and town budgets.”

The Board of Selectmen, he continued, en-
dorsed the town’s capital proposal, and the 
school board — along with district administra-
tors — crafted a “good budget” as well.

Lsat month, Marlborough Elementary School 
announced that it had hired two new principals, 
as both its current leaders are scheduled to re-
tire at the end of the school year.

There have been some calls throughout the 
community for the district to shift to just one 

principal, which some claimed would be fiscally 
responsible.

However, Superintendent of Schools Holly 
Hageman has asserted that it was “never con-
sidered” a viable option.

“It’s simply not a one-principal job,” she pre-
viously told the Rivereast.

Nastri stated that he agreed with the chief of 
schools.

“We’re not school administrators,” he said. 
“We don’t know how to run a school.”

Nastri added that he has “strong confidence” 
in Hageman’s judgment and that her proposal 
to have the new hires be co-principals — as op-
posed to having one be an assistant — would 
have a “negligible” impact on the budget.

“From what we’ve observed, you can’t run a 
school with one [principal],” he said.

New Book Club?
Porter proposed a new initiative: to have 

members of the boards of selectmen, finance 
and education read The Magic of Dialogue: 
Transforming Conflict into Cooperation — a 
2001 book by Daniel Yankelovich.

Then, if the boards agree, they’d all participate 
in a retreat to discuss how to engage in better 
budget process moving forward.

Porter said the idea behind the potential 
“book club” is to have elected officials “move 
past some of the arguing and infighting” that’s 
previously taken place.

“We’re trying to start the process of changing 
the culture of collaboration in Marlborough,” he 
said during the phone call.

After reading the book, which would most 
likely happen sometime during April, per-
haps individuals would bring fresh ideas as the 
current budget season wraps up. More likely, 
though, the book would advise officials for up-
coming budget cycles.

Some of the takeaways from book, Porter ex-
plained, include choosing words carefully and 
asking thoughtful questions.

“It hopefully turns conflict into understand-
ing,” Porter said.

Nastri said that he was “open to the idea” and 
that he agrees that there’s “room for improve-
ment” on the boards.

“I think we’ll be in favor of it,” he said. “We 
want to get better communication between all 
the boards.”

It’s a unique idea, Nastri continued, and it’s 
wise to listen to Porter, who was hired last sum-
mer following a community-approved charter 
revision and extensive search process.

“He’s the right person to propose it,” Nastri 
asserted. “He’s on the outside, yet he’s right in 
the middle.”

Local officials were used to working with an 
elected first selectman, and Nastri stated that a 
retreat could be helpful with adjusting to a dif-
ferent system of government.

“We need to learn how to operate in this new 
structure,” he said.
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Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many 

summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Easter Eggstravaganza: Saturday. March 30, 
10 a.m.-noon, at The Pavilion at Burnt Hill Park, 
for ages 10 and under. There will be pictures 
with the Easter Bunny, music, arts and crafts, a 
bounce house, and more. Easter egg hunts will 
be broken up by age. This event is free and open 
to the public. No registration required. 

App Inventors April Vacation Camp: April 
8-12, 9 a.m.-noon, at Gilead Hill School, for 

grades 4-7. Use MIT App Inventor software to 
make fun, creative apps for phones and tablets. 
All materials provided. Cost: $185. 

30+ Basketball: Drop-in games for all skill 
levels ages 30 and over. Tuesdays, April 16-June 
4, 7-9 p.m., at RHAM Middle School. Cost is 
$20 for the session or drop-in for $3 (cash only) 
each visit.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, April 
22, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This inter-
active course, for boys and girls ages 8-13, will 
cover safety concerns parents have when their 
children are by themselves. Fee: $45. 

Best in Show… The Hebron Historical Society sponsored its 37th annual Maple Fest 
Quilt Show the weekend of March 16-17. Sixty-two quilts were displayed by a variety 
of quilters. Attendees were asked to select their favorite. They all complained “How 
do I do that”...but they persevered. This year’s Best in Show was fashioned by Jenny 
Billard. She’s been quilting for many years and excels in quilting by hand – in other 
words, with a needle and thread, and no sewing machine. This quilt took three years 
to complete, but the historical society said it was worth the wait.

Absentee Ballots, Early Voting
for Presidential Primary 

Absentee ballots for the April 2 presidential 
preference primary are available at the town 
clerk’s office, located at 15 Gilead St. Office 
hours are Monday through Wednesday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Fri-
day, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. For information, call 860-
228-5971.

The primary will be held at Hebron Elemen-

tary School, 92 Church St., on Tuesday, April 
2. Voting will be between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. 

New this year, early voting will also be 
available, in the upper meeting room at the 
Town Office Building, 15 Gilead St. Hours are 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, March 26-
28, and Saturday, March 30.

New Lift for Church… Christ Lutheran Church recently dedicated a new lift that 
makes the facility fully handicapped-accessible. The process to install the lift was 
initiated by the congregation to better serve and support members with disabilities 
as well as anyone else that might have trouble with stairs.  The lift allows easy transfer 
between the upstairs sanctuary area and the downstairs fellowship hall and CLECC 
Childcare areas of the complex where church fellowship events, children’s Sunday 
school and adult Bible study are held. The congregation raised the money for the lift 
through donations and several fundraising events. All are welcome to come worship 
at the church on Sundays at 9 a.m. Christ Lutheran is located at 330 Church St.

produced 46 gallons of syrup this year — down 
from 66 gallons during the previous cycle. One 
of the reasons for the decline, he explained, was 
the lack of consistent cold weather.

But on Saturday afternoon, Wenzel was ea-
gerly answering questions and providing expert 
insight, telling one resident that he’s “only been 
doing this for 35 years.”

“The object of the game is to remove the 
water from the sap and to do that we’re doing 
evaporation,” he explained. “The longer it sits in 
the pan, the darker the syrup, so we try to move 
it as quickly as possible.” 

Overall, it takes roughly 45 to 50 gallons of 
sap to net one gallon of syrup, and Wenzel ex-
pressed that it “takes just as long to clean it if I 
make a gallon as if I make 1,000 gallons.”

Like the other two owners, Wenzel was en-
couraged with the traffic at his sugarhouse.

“It’s been good and it’s been steady,” he con-
firmed.

A Hebron-Centric Festival
Inside the Old Town Hall, Mary-Ellen Gonci, 

the former president of the Hebron Historical 
Society, was overseeing the annual quilt show, 
which featured 62 entries.

While residents were able to submit their 
choice for the best quilt, the competition was 
largely informal.

“I found that when I asked people to tell me 
which ones they liked best, they stopped and 
really paid more attention,” Gonci explained, 
adding that most people don’t typically want to 
spend the whole Maple Festival inside, but now 
they decide to “slow down.”

Still, the show does serve a valuable purpose, 
Gonci conveyed.

“I think art attracts people and quilts are an 
art form,” she said. “So when we decide which is 
best, it comes from a personal place.”

As TTCP designed the festival’s blueprint, it 
solicited feedback from many local stakehold-
ers, including Gonci, who agreed that a shift 
back to a Hebron-centric event was essential.

“We’re all in favor of doing this,” she asserted.
Other booths stationed outside the Douglas 

Library aimed to promote the local commu-
nity. Residents John Baron and Kevin Tulimieri 
highlighted the history of the Hebron center — 
a message that can “stay with you a lifetime” if 
it’s properly stated, according to Baron.

The festival, Baron continued, was clearly 
focused on Hebron institutions accessible to 
everyone, including those from neighbor-
ing towns, making it a “wonderful pedestrian 
event.”

“It’s a remarkable experience,” he said “It’s 
what Hebron should be.”

Tulimieri said the turnout and engagement 

this year were “beyond my wildest expecta-
tions.”

TTCP, he conveyed, appeared to be taking the 
festival in a “great direction.”

“I think they really got something that people 
want, and that’s that local connection.”

Tulimieri added that if the goal was to “bring 
it home,” then TTCP was “really successful.”

Brian O’Connell, chairman of the Open Space 
Land Acquisition Committee, remarked that he 
was able to answer residents’ questions about 
Hebron’s open space opportunities and explain 
how the committee’s budget is funded and al-
located. Many people, he said, get excited when 
they learn something new about their own 
property; perhaps it’s located near a local trail.

 “It’s an educational opportunity,” O’Connell 
explained.

Before the main event kicked off, two road 
races were held near Burnt Hill Park. The 5k sap 
run featured 110 runners, while the half-mile 
sapling race — open to grades kindergarten -5 
— had 20 runners.

Craig Bryant, the Parks and Recreation direc-
tor, conveyed that his department and TTCP 
only put the races together around a month ago, 
and the original goal was to attract around 40 
people, which made the ultimate result a wel-
come surprise.

Future Changes?
Habicht reported that the event concluded 

without any major problems. She said both local 
and state police, who were monitoring pedes-
trian and vehicle traffic throughout the week-
end, provided positive feedback and said there 
weren’t any major issues.

Sunday’s tractor parade — which was com-
prised of 114 registered tractors, included 40 lo-
cal tractors and representation from six Hebron 
farms — unfolded without any breakdowns, an-
other positive takeaway, according to Habicht.

However she did identify a few “little tweaks” 
that could be implemented moving forward. 
She acknowledged that the shuttle service loops 
were “very long.”

Residents were able to park at Veterans Me-
morial Park and board three different buses: a 
downtown route, a north route — which fea-
tured the sugarhouses — and the south route; 
each loop had multiple stops.

To cut down on wait times, Habicht specu-
lated that perhaps smaller buses could be used 
for the sugarhouses — who she said relayed 
back that they didn’t necessarily need the shuttle 
service in general; many people simply drive to 
those spots. And then more buses could be add-
ed to the downtown loops where more people 
seemed to seek out the service.

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover
$Maple Fest a Hit cont. from page 1

Carl Guild Scholarships Available

Extra, Extra, Read All About It!… Martin Kellogg Middle School in Newington 
recently put on a production of the musical Newsies, and, as props for the show, 
the cast members used real copies of the Rivereast – as well as our sister papers The 
Glastonbury Citizen and Rare Reminder. 

Carl Guild and Associates has announced 
its community scholarship program for local 
high school seniors entering college in the fall. 

There are six $1000 scholarships given, one 
each in East Hampton, Portland, Colchester, 
East Haddam, Glastonbury and the RHAM 

district. There are no restrictions or qualifica-
tions; all local seniors can apply.

Deadline to apply is April 1. Visit www.
carlguild.com/scholarship or ask your school’s 
guidance counselor for an application.

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS AEVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS ANaturehood

DiscoverTheForest.org
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7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $26
Juniors & Seniors $21

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Tiernan

Historical Society Clothing/Textile Drive
The Hebron Historical Society will hold its 

annual clothing/textile drive in April. Collec-
tions will be held Friday, April 5, from 4-6 p.m., 
and Saturday, April 6, from 8-10 a.m., at Old 
Town Hall, 26 Main St., adjacent to Douglas Li-
brary.

Acceptable items are linens, clothing, shoes, 
boots, purses, towels or any textile item. Items 
can be in any condition except moldy, and must 

be delivered to OTH in a closed/tied trash bag. 
No electronics or toys, please.

Funds raised support the society’s building 
maintenance and public programming. To learn 
more about the Hebron Historical Society, visit 
hebronhistoricalsociety.org. For more informa-
tion, or to volunteer for this event, email mer-
gonci65@comcast.net. 

Hebron Center History Walking Tour
All are invited to join Save Hebron Center 

on Sunday, March 24, at 2:30 p.m., for a free 
Walking Tour to highlight Hebron Center’s 
geologic, Indigenous, Colonial and African 
American history. 

This journey through time and space will 
span 600 million years of history and features 
various notable Hebron individuals. Explore 
the unique stone wall laneways and meet 

Mr. Gnarly and Moonracer, Hebron’s ancient 
white oak trees. 

The tour will start at the Raymond Brook 
Preserve parking lot at 52 Kinney Road and 
all are welcome. The walk is just under a mile 
and lasts about 40 minutes. Boots or hiking 
shoes are recommended. More details are 
posted at Save Hebron Center on Facebook.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096. Church of the Holy 
Family is a member of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd, and is yoked with St. Co-
lumba Church in Columbia.

Lenten Bible Study: “No Greater Love: A 
Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion,” a 
video and discussion series filmed in the Holy 
Land, takes place Friday mornings from 9:15-
10:45 a.m., at St. Columba Church, located at 
328 Route 66 in Columbia. Edward Sri, who is 
joined by other lecturers, will guide participants 
through the last hours of Christ’s life. To regis-
ter, contact Janet or Jed Larson at 860-742-6344 
or email jjlarson278@gmail.com. Good Shep-
herd pastor the Rev. Michael Phillipino will join 
the group as time permits.

Stations of the Cross: The stations, which 
follow Jesus’ journey from being condemned 
to his burial, are held Fridays at 4 p.m. at Saint 
Columba Church, and Fridays at 7 p.m. at The 
Church of the Holy Family.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
Church of the Holy Family collects items for the 
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, 
which provides assistance to homeless adults. 

Due to limited storage space, only the following 
items can be accepted: men’s & women’s wool 
or wool-blend socks; men’s boxer briefs & wom-
en’s “Boy Shorts” briefs (M,L,XL,2XL); 55- and 
13-gallon trash bags; earbuds for cell phones; 
laundry pods & dryer sheets; TP & paper tow-
els; disinfectant wipes, Windex, Lysol spray, and 
bathroom & floor cleaners; men’s & women’s 
deodorant; men’s razors; $15 Stop & Shop gift 
cards for gas; $25 Walmart gift cards for client 
emergencies; and donations by check. Call to 
arrange the pick-up of gift cards and to obtain 
mailing instructions for cash donations. Place 
donations of goods in the designated collection 
box next to the church’s Cry Room. Place large 
quantities of donations in the Cry Room. For 
more information, call Monica or John McKer-
racher at 860-228-4211.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

Scheduled Events/Meetings: 3/23: Yoga, 
9:30 a.m.; 3/25: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.; 3/26: AA 
meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 3/27: Yoga, 9:15 a.m., and 
Choir Practice, 7 p.m.; 3/28: Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service, 7 p.m. (livestreamed).

Upcoming Events: Palm Sunday Brunch: 
All are invited to a brunch this Sunday starting 
at 11 a.m. in the church Fellowship Hall. 

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Parish House. All are welcome, regardless of 
knitting/crocheting experience.

Lenten Study Group: The last class is this 
Sunday, March 24, at 11:30 a.m. The group is 
focusing on the book The Cup of Our Life: A 
Guide to Spiritual Growth by Joyce Rupp. All are 
welcome.

Card-Making with Gayle: Thursday, March 
28, 5:30 p.m.; note the time change. Cost is 
$15, with proceeds going toward the Connecti-
cut Food Bank. To sign up, email gcc@gilead-
church.net.

Faith, Film, and Potluck: Fridays, April 5 
and May 3, at 6 p.m.

Ecumenical Easter
Sunrise Service

All are invited to an Ecumenical Easter 
Sunrise Service at 6:15 a.m. Sunday, March 
31. The service will be held in the field be-
hind Gilead Congregational Church, UCC 
(672 Gilead St.), and representatives from 
Hebron faith communities will participate 
in leading worship. 

In the event of inclement weather, the ser-
vice will be moved into the sanctuary of Gil-
ead Congregational Church. Light refresh-
ments will be served in the Fellowship Hall 
following the service.

Applications for Property Tax Abatements
Applications for property tax abatements are 

available to Hebron residents. There is a Town 
Ordinance that defers property taxes when 
those taxes exceed 8 percent of total household 
income from any source.

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax 
liability would be capped at $2,400. The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400. The abatements would apply to 
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 

would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate. Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate which is signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent 
taxes (18 percent). The interest rate is currently 
3.5 percent and is reviewed annually by the 
Board of Selectmen.

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the Town Manager’s 
Office. Applications will be mailed upon re-
quest. Call 860-228-5971 for more information. 
The application deadline is May 31.

Fun with Construction Equipment… Kids from Christ Lutheran Early Childhood 
Center (CLECC) enjoyed a “touch and feel” construction equipment day. Teacher 
Erin Olearnick is pictured with kids from several classes sitting on one of the big 
machine’s buckets. CLECC thanks TC Landscaping/Colchester Stone & Landscape 
Supply for bringing the big equipment.

Dean’s List
Joshua Gauthier of Hebron made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Bryant University in Smith-
field, R.I.

President’s List
Sierra Waleszczyk of Amston made the fall 

2023 President’s List at Goodwin University.

Dean’s List
Emily Messier of Hebron made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at the University of Saint Joseph in 
West Hartford.

Dean’s List
The following local students made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Bryant University in Smith-
field, R.I.:

Amston: Quinn Arnold, Jack Luby.
Hebron: Joshua Gauthier, Faith Schmeizl, 

Jenna Stankiewicz.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every 
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher 
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors 
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account 
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, 
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes 
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or 
persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or 
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and 
propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will 
take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-

an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St., 
Amston, on Sundays at 9 a.m. People who are 
unable to attend in person can join online at 
www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., after the 
morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m., fol-
lowing Coffee Hour.

Holy Week Services: Maundy Thursday, 
March 28, 7 p.m.; Good Friday, March 29, 7 p.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 30, 11 
a.m., open to all children in the community up 
to age 12. 

Easter Sunday: Worship: March 31, Sunrise 

Service, 6:33 a.m.; Easter service, 9 a.m. 
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): The 

center offers childcare, preschool and before/
after school in a Christian environment. The 
center is open to all children regardless of faith. 
Immediate openings are available for children. 
For more information, call Jennifer Johnson at 
860-228-5134. Application forms are available 
at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Holds regular food pantry days to distribute 
food staples, household and hygiene items as 
well as Bibles and prayers.  For more informa-
tion about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call 860-228-1152. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register, and for more 
information and full program descriptions, call 
the senior center at 860-228-1700. The senior 
center newsletter is online at hebronct.com/
town-departments/senior-center. 

Holiday Closing: The senior center will be 
closed Friday, March 29, for Good Friday.

Movie Monday: The movies start at 12:30 
p.m. The schedule is: April 1, Nyad; April 15, 
Wonka; April 29, The Boys in the Boat.

Lunch & Learn: Wednesday, April 10, noon. 
Co-sponsored and lunch provided by Marlbor-
ough Health Center, sandwich, chips, bottle of 
water and cookie. Heather Hitchcock, com-
munity education manager with Bristol Behav-
ioral Health, will discuss the realities of bullying 
among seniors and the impact it has on every-
one. Registration deadline is Monday, April 8, 
at noon. 

Fitness Evaluation/Fitness Planning for the 
Exercise Room: Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m., beginning 
March 19 and running through early May. Certi-
fied athletic trainer Samantha Freeman will eval-
uate your current fitness workout, give tips, and 
help create a plan if you’re just getting started. To 
set-up an appointment, call the senior center.

Watercolor Art Class Taught by Audrey 
Carroll: Fridays, April 5 and 12. 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Paint landscapes and beach scenes 
in this two-week class. Cost is $25; a supply list 
will be available and some supplies are provided. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pick-ups begin Fri-
days at 10 a.m.; pre-registration is required by 
the prior Thursday at 10 a.m. Schedule: March 
22 and April 5, Stop & Shop; Thursday, March 
28 (note the special day), Big Y.

Volunteer Drivers Needed to Deliver 
Meals-on-Wheels: Delivery takes approxi-
mately 30 minutes to an hour, and the general 
time is between 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. There 
is open availability for Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. If interested, call the center. 

Bus Trip – Lunch at Windham Tech’s Un-
common Kitchen: Thursday, April 11.  Bus will 
leave at 10:15 a.m. and return by 1 p.m. Have 
lunch featuring the food prepared by the cu-
linary students at Windham Tech. Cost is $16 
which includes lunch, transportation and tip. 
Deadline to register is Wednesday, April 3; no 
refunds after this date.

AARP Driver Course: Monday, March 25, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at the senior center. Arrive by 8:50 
a.m. and bring something to write with. Fee for 
AARP members is $20, and for non-members is 
$25. Fee payable to the instructor day of class. 

Pre-register by noon Friday, March 22. Note: No 
food will be served, so if you may need some-
thing to eat, bring it with you.

AARP Income Tax Preparation: Certified 
volunteers will be at the senior center from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays through March 26, to pre-
pare basic federal and state tax returns. There 
are five appointments per time slot and they are 
one-hour appointments: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and noon. Call the senior center to sign-up. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some programs 
have a fee, some are free, and most require 
pre-registration. Detailed information is in the 
monthly newsletter or at the senior center. Ex-
ercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Commu-
nity Café: Monday-Thursday, pre-registration 
required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Yoga, 10:15-
11:15 a.m.; Mindful Meditation, twice per 
month, 11:25 a.m.-noon (call for dates) Movie 
Monday (twice per month – call for date and 
title). Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 
Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Ca-
nasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamping, 
1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m. via Zoom; Yoga, first and third Wednesdays 
of the month, 10:15-11:15 a.m; RHAM Bingo, 
the third Wednesday of each month from 2:30-
4 p.m., from October through May. Thursdays: 
Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Sunshine Singers, 
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Bingo, 1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m.; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group & 
Created to Create Open Arts Group, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Life Group: Meets the second Wednesday of 
every month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Swensons’ 
home in Columbia, for worship, prayer, Bible 
study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
April 7.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-
ically held the first Friday of each month from 
6-9 p.m. at the church. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 

Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office. The church is currently running 
an in-depth training for people who feel called 
to serve others in this way. Contact the church 
office for more information. 

HIHS: Hebron’s food pantry is in criti-
cal need, and the church is helping to collect 
monetary, food, toiletries, and paper goods 
donations. Drop off at the church on Sunday 
mornings, or donate directly to 26 Pendleton 
Dr., Hebron, Tuesday/Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 
and Friday, noon-5 p.m. Contact HIHSCT.org 
to give, or hsfoodpantry@gmail.com for more 
information.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for its lo-
cal first responders. If you’d like to get involved, 
email jessicalbain@gmail.com.

Spring Events: Easter Egg Hunt: Sunday, 
March 24, 12:30 p.m., for all ages. Good Friday 
Service: For YOUR Sake: Friday, March 29, 
7p.m.

Easter Sunday: Outdoor Easter Sunrise Ser-
vice: March 31 at 6:30 a.m., followed by a free 
Easter Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. and Easter Wor-
ship Service at 10 a.m.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., holds two services of Holy Com-
munion each Sunday: Rite 1 (no music), 8 a.m.; 
Rite 2 (with hymns and choir), 10 a.m. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. 

Service Schedule for Holy Week and Easter: 
Sunday, March 24, Palm Sunday: 8 a.m., Rite 1 
with Blessing of the Palms, and Passion; 10 a.m., 
Rite 2 with Blessing of the Palms in Phelps Hall, 
a bagpipe procession into the church, and the 
Passion.

Wednesday, March 27, 7:30 p.m.: The Service 
of Tenebrae.

Maundy Thursday, March 28, 6 p.m. Agape 
meal with Holy Eucharist, followed by stripping 
of the altar.

Friday, March 29, 3:00 p.m.  Traditional 
Prayer Book Good Friday Service, with Adora-
tion of the Cross.

Easter Day, March 31: Sunrise Service, 6:30 
a.m., at Gilead Congregational Church; 8 a.m., 
Rite 1 Holy Eucharist with hymns; 10 a.m. Rite 
2 Holy Eucharist with brass ensemble.

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Cub Scouts, Mondays, 
5:30 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee, 
first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours, 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts, Wednes-
days, 7 p.m.; Vestry, third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; 
Building Networks International, Fridays, 7:30 
a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-
ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. The sched-
ule is: March 22, Ferrari (rated R). Bottled water 
and snacks will be provided.

Holiday Closing: Friday, March 29, for Good 
Friday.

Chess Night: Pickup games are held every 
Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-

come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Jigsaw Puzzles: The library has jigsaw puzzles 
available to borrow for a three-week period

Musical Instruments: Learn to play a uku-
lele, jam on a Djembe drum, sing along while 
playing the keyboard, or find out what an oto-
matone is and how to play it. Instruments avail-
able to borrow for a one-week period.

Museum Passes: Most of the library’s mu-
seum passes are available with a “print at home” 
option from the library website. 

Transfer Station
Hours Change

With daylight saving time here, the town 
Transfer Station has announced its change to 
summer hours. Hours are:

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Satur-
days, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Sundays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Preschool Screenings
The Hebron Board of Education will hold 

screenings at Gilead Hill School, 580 Gilead St., 
on Wednesday, May 15, for children that reside 
in Hebron and are 3 and 4 years old by the time 
of the screening. 

Screens in areas of speech, language, cogni-
tive, and motor development will be provided. 
Parents will also receive information to assist in 
fostering their child’s growth.

Call the office of the director of educational 
services at Hebron Public Schools at 860-228-
2577 to register your child to participate in the 
screening, as reservations are required.

Free CPR Classes
The Hebron Fire Department (44 Main St.) 

is offering free AHA Heartsaver CPR classes for 
those who live or work in Hebron. Adult, child 
and infant CPR, and choking emergencies, will 
be covered. 

The classes will be offered once a month, 
from 6-9 p.m. on Wednesdays April 17, May 15 
and June 19.  Call Donna at 860-228-3022 ext. 
162 to reserve a seat. 

Resident to Read
from Memoir

Hebron resident Judith Podell will 
read excerpts from her book Monkey-
face: A Memoir, as well as new material, 
on Wednesday, April 10, from 6-8 p.m., at 
Douglas Library, 22 Main St.

There will be a Q&A, copies of Monkey-
face will be available for sale, and readers 
who have already purchased the book are 
welcome to bring them to be signed. 

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m., with Education 
Hour at 9 a.m., including Bible classes for all 
ages. 

The church office is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Pastor Jordan Brown 
is available by appointment. For information 
about church beliefs, care, small groups, Kids 
Ministry, and Youth Group, visit www.hebron-
coh.com, or follow the church on social media.

Rising Stars… Connecticut Magazine recently featured Rising Star award winners 
Krystal Delorge, and Tracy Doherty of Countryside Realty. They’re shown here with 
Cathyann Schulte and Michael Thompson, also of Countryside Realty.  The Rising 
Star award is given to agents that score high among client and industry peers. For 
30 years, Countryside Realty has been a family owned and operated business. It is 
located at 30 Main St. and can be reached at 860-228-8512.

Dean’s List
The following local residents made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Is-
land:

Hebron: Rowan Akerlind, Alaysia Bunn, El-
lie DeDominicis, Charlotte Heersping, Michae-
la Longo, Natalie Moulton, Erik Thiesen, Feli 
Villanueva.

Amston: Riley Halotek, Nick Lavenburg, Ty-
ler Mayo, Abby O’Brien, Paige O’Brien, Grace 
Sudol, Anthony Wursthorn.

Dean’s List 
Ben Cancellaro of Hebron made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Tufts University in Medford, Mass. 
Cancellaro is a member of the Class of 2027.

Dean’s List
Amston resident Gage Haines is among the 

Top 2% of students in their college at Iowa State 
University in Ames, Iowa. 

Haines is a freshman in the College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences.

President’s List
Marissa Colonna of Amston made the fall 

2023 President’s List at Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity in Conway, S.C.
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Seeing Spain… The Hardy family of Colchester recently returned from a trip to 
Andorra with the Norwich ski club, and flew out of Barcelona, Spain. The famous 
cathedral Sagrada Familia is in the background. 

Hello Hawaii… Gary and Rosemarie Smith of East Hampton took the Rivereast 
News Bulletin on their vacation to the big island in Kona, Hawaii.

Rivereast Goes to Rome…Patty and Karissa Kloo with Daryl, Heather, Blake and 
Wade Aresco of East Hampton recently took a nine-day trip to Rome and Venice. 
They’re shown here in front of the Vatican.

Visiting the Mosque… The very well-traveled Rivereast recently ventured to the 
United Arab Emirates with East Hampton residents Margaret and Dave Wilcox. Here 
they are visiting the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi.
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RE5-7-21

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 3/31/24.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

R
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Amston
Bryan Hull Lewis

Bryan Hull Lewis, 74, 
of Amston, passed away 
at Hartford Hospital 
Monday, March 11, after 
a prolonged illness. Born 
in Hartford Feb. 20, 1950, 
Bryan was the beloved son 
of the late Earl Ray Lewis 
Jr. and Elisabeth Lewis. 

After graduating from 
Hall High School in West 
Hartford, he earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Clarkson University in 
business and industrial design. He served for 
many years in the printing industry as a print 
estimator for several companies, including Van 
Way & Webb Co., Allied Printing, and Thames 
Printing. He was a talented and conscientious es-
timator – known for his expertise and skill in his 
productions for clients – and even taught print 
estimation briefly at the University of Hartford.

In addition to his professional accomplish-
ments, Bryan was a true family man. The quint-
essential husband, father and grandfather, he 
dedicated his life to supporting and encourag-
ing those closest to him. Bryan’s thoughtful, 
soft-spoken nature endeared him to so many who 
were lucky enough to know him. He read vora-
ciously, enjoyed a great game of chess or a chal-
lenging crossword puzzle, and found great peace 
working on his cars. He loved to cook and was re-
nowned for his legendary bread-baking abilities. 
In retirement, he eagerly developed a knack for 
fixing old clocks, particularly cuckoo clocks.

Bryan’s pride in life was always with his family 
and he cherished the quiet moments spent with 
his wife, Anne, and all the wonderful memories 
shared with his sons, Tom and Paul. He was a 
kindhearted, generous soul who will always be 
remembered and eternally loved.

Bryan is survived by his loving wife, Anne B. 
Lewis; his two sons, Thompson “Tom” Lewis 
and his wife, Caitlyn, and Paul Lewis and his 
wife, Kathy; his brother, Earl “Skip” Lewis III 
and his wife, Barbara; his cherished grandchil-
dren, William, Benjamin, Elizabeth, Kelly, and 
Gabrielle; and many dear friends. Bryan’s family 
would also like to thank the Hartford Hospital 
ICU team that fought so hard to save Bryan and 
the hospice staff for their tender care of him in 
his final days.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 27, at the Gilead Congregational 
Church, 672 Gilead St., Hebron. A private burial 
ceremony will take place at the church’s Gar-
den of Remembrance. To celebrate Bryan’s life, 
guests are kindly asked to wear the color blue to 
the memorial service. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in his honor may 

Portland
Salvatore A. Bongiorno Jr.

It is with a heavy heart 
that we announce the pass-
ing of our father, Salvatore 
A. Bongiorno Jr. of Port-
land. He peacefully passed 
away Monday, March 18, at 
the age of 95, with his family 
at his side. He was born Aug. 
4, 1928, in Middletown, one 
of 12 children of the late 
Salvatore and Filomena (De 
Paolo) Bongiorno. 

He leaves behind his children, Salvatore 
“Paul” Bongiorno of Portland, Bill and wife 
(MaryAnn) Bongiorno of Madison, Susan 
(Bongiorno) Frizen of Portland; grandson, Jo-
seph Lastrina III; great-granddaughter, Emma 
Lastrina; brother, Angelo Bongiorno of Middle-
town; 14 nieces and nephews along with their 
families; Beth (Allen) Katz of Weston, Fla., and 
Heidi Geiges of Madison, Ind.

He was predeceased by his parents, Salvatore 
and Filomena (De Paolo) Bongiorno of Ferry 
Street; his siblings, Frank (Anna) Bongiorno, 
Philip (Josephine) Bongiorno, Joseph (Ruth) 
Bongiorno, Sebastiano Bongiorno, Sebastian 
“Mike” (Rose) Bongiorno, Yolanda Bongiorno, 
Emanuela Bongiorno, Marie Bongiorno, Eman-
uela “Nellie” (Paul) Blancato, and Vincenza 
“Jennie” (Salvatore) Thomas; sister-in law, Ann 
(Lisitano) Bongiorno. In addition, grandson 
Andrew Frizen, nephew Michael Bongiorno, 
and longtime companion Myrna Geiges.

Salvatore’s parents arrived in America from 
Melilli, Sicily, Italy in 1906. He was born and 
lived on Ferry Street, attended Middletown 
schools and graduated from Middletown High 
School in 1948. In 1950 he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army. His tour in the Army brought him to 
Germany, France and Italy during peace time. 
He drove generals and dignitaries around the 
region, visiting all the famous landmarks.

After returning from Europe, he began his ca-
reer as a carpenter and married Doris Randall; 
together they had three children. In 1966, the 
family moved to the home he built in Portland 
where he lived for the remainder of his life. He 
was a member of St. Sebastian’s Church as well 
as the Church of St. Mary in Portland. He was a 
member of the Middletown Knights of Colum-
bus Forest City Council No. 3, Middletown Elks 
Lodge 771, CT Carpenters Union Local, Ameri-
can Legion Post 0075, and served on the Demo-
cratic Town Committee of Portland.

Salvatore was blessed with living a long and 
productive life. In his younger days he played 
golf, pool and other sports. He cherished his 
family and friends spending weekends with 
his siblings and in-laws playing cards. With his 
longtime companion Myrna he saw all the latest 
movies, Broadway shows and concerts. After re-
tiring they traveled throughout the country and 
spent winters in Florida. But most of all he loved 
spending time at home with his family.

A funeral liturgy officiated by the Rev. John 
Antonelle and the Rev. James Thaikoottahil will 
be held Monday, March 25, at noon, at Saint 
Sebastian Church, 155 Washington St., Middle-
town. Friends may call at Biega Funeral Home, 3 
Silver St., Middletown, prior to the service from 
10:30 to 11:30 am. Burial will be held at Saint Se-
bastian Cemetery following the funeral Mass. 

Memorial contributions may be sent to Saint 
Sebastian Church. 

To share memories or express condolences on-
line, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

Hebron
Judi Babin

Born Judith Lynn Davis, 
she was raised in Somerset, 
Mass. She became an ex-
pert roller skater at the rink 
that her parents operated 
in Portsmouth Rhode Is-
land. She taught, competed 
and judged skating and The 
Ice Capades tried to recruit 
her; but she declined, pre-
ferring to study medical 
technology on what is now 
UMass at Dartmouth. She ceased her internship 
when she was 6 months’ pregnant and became a 
stay-at-home mother of Nicolle and Peter.

When they became full time students, she 
earned a BS in animal science from UConn, 
which was applied at the Babin Family Farm 
in Hebron where they raised every kind of 
farm animal and fowl. She castrated hogs, slept 
with sheep and goats when they were birthing, 
warmed newborn animals in the kitchen oven 
in January, and trucked horses to shows where 
Nicolle performed. She worked with a vet in 
Glastonbury. Then, she studied for a nursing 
degree at UConn and specialized in psychiatric 
nursing at Elmcrest Hospital where she quickly 
rose to head nurse and assistant director.

After some years of separation, she joined 
her husband, Len, in South Africa where she 
worked in neurosurgery and admitted the first 
Ebola patient in that country. The patient sur-
vived, but a colleague nurse was infected and 
died. She enjoyed the weekend safaris, sleeping 
under the stars in the bush with no fences from 
the roaring lions and trumpeting elephants. She 
hiked the Fish River Canyon in Namibia and 
cursed the baboons that stole her lunch. She 
was tracked by lions and charged by a rhinoc-
eros and a few times by elephants. 

Moving to Uzbekistan, then Bangladesh, she 
was a runner with the Hash House Harriers. She 
volunteered with a United Nations Group to 
support an orphanage for disabled children in 
Dhaka, and would come home crying at times 
due to the tragic conditions of several children 
and lack of facilities. While living in South Asia, 
she fell in love with the Himalayas where she 
trekked several routes, rafted for days down the 
Seti River, safaried on Elephant backs, and rode 
in a four-wheel drive over the Friendship High-
way to Lhasa, Tibet. Living so far from home 
made it practical to meet the children during 
Spring Breaks at a halfway point and doing 
spring skiing in the Swiss, Austrian, French and 
Italian Alps. 

Returning to the USA, she was a psychiatric 
nurse again, specializing with children at the 

Marlborough
Robert A. States Sr.

Robert A. States Sr., 
91, of Marlborough, died 
peacefully Thursday, March 
14, with his loving com-
panion Birgitta O’Brien by 
his side. He was 91 years 
old. He was born in Bos-
ton on March 19, 1932. His 
parents, Earl H. States and 
Rosita A. States instilled in 
him a passion for learning 
and education. 

He graduated from Boston University in 1953 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in journalism. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Army and served as a 
radio operator in the 1343rd Engineer Combat 
Battalion in Korea for two years. After being 
discharged from the Army, he attended Bentley 
School of Accounting and Finance and received 
a degree in accounting and later received his Ju-
ris Doctor degree at Western New England Col-
lege School of Law in 1968. 

Bob had an exemplary career with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service in Connecticut and was 
recruited by Aetna Life & Casualty to lead their 
tax department. He rose through the executive 
ranks to become the first African American of-
ficer of the company as director of income taxes 
and corporate accounting. When he retired in 
1993, he established his own tax practice, fulfill-
ing a lifelong dream of owning his own business. 
He was also active in the community, serving as 
a chair of the Economic Development Commis-
sion in East Hampton, and on the board of the 
YMCA in Middletown. He also taught accounting 
at Middlesex Community College for many years.

Bob will be remembered for his love of life 
and his intense intellectual curiosity. An avid 
reader and global traveler, he was a lifelong 
learner. His hobbies included amateur radio, 
flying, technology and sports including golf and 
skiing. He instilled his love of learning in all his 
children and grandchildren.

Robert States was preceded in death by his 
wife of 42 years, Eva D. States; his parents, Earl 
H. States and Rosita A. States; and his brother 
Ronald A. States and his wife Dorothy States. 
He is survived by his three children, Lauren 
C. States (Kenneth J. Creary,) Dr. Lisa J. States 
(Kevin Hamel) and Robert A. States, Jr. (Nere-
issa States); his five grandchildren: Rachel M. 
Creary, Steven Hamel, Eva Hamel, Niya States 
and Nathan States.

Bob was a treasured presence in the lives of 
the O’Brien family: Birgitta O’Brien, Christina 
O’Brien and Nancy Bean, Ingela O’Brien and 
daughter Sydney Pagano, Britta Lower-Pierce 
and Heather Lower Pierce, and Kali Lower and 
partner Michael McCauley.

His kindness, generosity and wisdom will 
forever be remembered by all who knew him. 
Though gone from our sight, his memory will 
continue to live on in our hearts.

A Celebration of Life will be held at Marlbor-
ough Congregational Church, 35 South Main St., 
Marlborough, on Saturday, March 23, at 2 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, the memorial donations 
may be made to:

The Marlborough Congregational Church, 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org/donate; 

The Thurgood Marshall College Fund, www.
tmcf.org/online-gift; or 

The American Heart Association, www.heart.
org/?form=FUNELYZXFBW.

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Glastonbury
Lucy Tisdale

Lucy (Schultz) Tis-
dale, 72, of Glastonbury 
and Reddick, Fla., passed 
away Thursday, March 7. 
She was the daughter of 
the late Robert and Lois 
(Mulcahy) Schultz. She 
leaves behind her hus-
band, best friend and soul-
mate of 42 years, Jeff; four 
siblings; and her extended 
Tisdale family. 

A true lifelong passion for horses led her to 
a career of showing and judging horse shows 
throughout the northeast. Friends and col-
leagues have admired her knowledge of hunt-
ers and jumpers. Also, Lucy enjoyed driving her 
dragster. She and Jeff spent numerous weekends 
together competing at CT Dragway and Lebanon 
Valley Dragway in New York, where they made 
many friends who became a second family to her. 

Per Lucy’s request, all services are private.

Joshua Center in Montville. On retirement, she 
found the time to serve on the board of the He-
bron Interfaith Human Services food bank, was 
treasurer of the Senior Friends of Hebron, and 
served on almost every office and committee of 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. And, she continued 
her animal husbandry talents with Nicolle super-
vising the Goat Barn at the Hebron Harvest Fair.

During an interview with her hospice social 
worker recently, she said “I’ve been to so many 
places and done so many things that others can 
only dream of. It’s been a wonderful life. I have 
no regrets.”

She leaves her husband, Leonard; daughter, 
Nicolle Carey; son, Peter; granddaughters, Bri-
anna and Allison Carey; great-granddaughter, 
Victoria Osborne; a brother, Charles Davis; and 
sisters, Penelope Poulin and Candace Estrella. 
She was predeceased by a sister, Deborah Davis. 
She was 80 years old. 

A memorial service will be held with light 
lunch to follow on Thursday, April 4, at 11 a.m., 
in St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 60 Church St. 
in Hebron.

be made to the Gilead Congregational Church 
or the American Cancer Society, 825 Brook St., 
I-91 Tech Center, Rocky Hill, CT 06067. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester is in care of the arrangements. To share 
a memory or condolence message with Bryan’s 
family, please visit www.auroramccarthy.com.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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LEGAL NOTICE

GLOBAL 17 LLC
244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT

860.267.6639
Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday March 30, 2024 at 8:00 AM 
Property previously owned by:
A Paradis     K Hartley     M Jameson

2TB 3/15, 3/22

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, March 28, 2024 
at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room 
(2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT. 
Application #23-02: 77 Breezy Corners Road.  Request for a 
variance from Zoning Regulation Table 4.2.1 for the side yard 
setback to allow construction of a garage addition 19 ft from 
the property line were 25 is required. Application and property 
of Peter Rand.  Assessor’s Map 16, Lot 11. Zone RR.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 13th day of March 2024.
Joan Giesemann, Chair

2TB 3/15, 3/22

LEGAL NOTICE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT 
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at 
7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting Platform, 
on the following: 

1. Petition 2024-01 and 2024-02 – Petitions of Town of 
Hebron (Special Permit & Site Plan) to construct a pedestrian 
bridge and sidewalk connection between the Douglas Library 
of Hebron and Pendleton Drive.  Application is filed pursuant to 
Sections 3.A.3.5.1 and 3.B.2.5.1 of the Hebron Zoning Regula-
tions, Hebron Green and Main Street Districts

Planning and Zoning Commission
Mar 26, 2024, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/149979749

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 149-979-749

United States: +1 (571) 317-3122
Get the app now and be ready
when your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 13th day of March 2024. 
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 3/15, 3/22

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON- WATER
POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY

ATTENTION SEWER USERS
Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the 
sewers in East Hampton that the second installment of the sewer 
use payment is due and payable on April 1, 2024. The last day on 
which to pay without penalty is May 1, 2024. Property owners 
will not receive a second sewer use bill for the installment 
due on April 1, 2024. The October bill was a three-part form 
which includes the April installment.
Payments received May 2, 2024 and later, including payments 
postmarked May 2, and later, are considered past due and will 
be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per month or a fraction 
thereof, 18% per annum, from the due date of the tax, as required 
by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 and 146. The mini-
mum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill.  A returned check fee 
is $20.  Payments legibly postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service 
on or before May 1, 2024 are considered on time regardless of 
when they are received by the Collector of Revenue.
As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that 
taxes are paid when due.  Failure to have sent or received a bill 
does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes, interest 
charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-130 and 
12-146.  Interest is charged on all late payments.  There are no 
exceptions.
Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton.  
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Community 
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.  Pay online at www.mytaxbill.
net/easthampton
Note: Your sewer account number is required when making a 
payment online.
Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:00 
am – 4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am 
– 12:30 pm.
Respectively Submitted,
Scott Clayton
Public Utilities Administrator

3TB 3/22, 4/12, 4/26

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF MARLBOROUGH REPUBLICAN 
TOWN COMMITTEE CAUCUS TO SELECT 
DELEGATES TO THE REPUBLICAN STATE 

CONVENTION FOR 2024
To all legal Marlborough voters registered as members of 
the Republican Party, notice is hereby given, pursuant to the 
Rules of Republican Party and of the State of Connecticut, 
a caucus will be held Wednesday, March 27 at 6 P.M. in the 
Library of Elmer Thienes Elementary School, School Drive in 
Marlborough. Its purpose will be to select delegates to attend 
a Convention on May 16, 2024 to select a candidate for the for 
Connecticut House of Representatives to represent Connecti-
cut’s 55th district. Check-in begins at 5:30. Contact Barbara 
Murray at jamurray076@gmail.com or at (860)543-2050.
Barbara C. Murray
MRTC Secretary
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TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISION 
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At its Regular Meeting of March 13, 2024, the Colchester Conser-
vation Commission made the following decision(s):
W2023-3093 - 10 West Rd; Cheryl Beaulieu - Applicant/Owner; 
Assessor’s ID 03-09-019-000; Proposed filling or relocation of wet-
lands for future development. - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
W2024-3094 - 101 Pine Brook Rd; Richard Stevenson - Applicant/
Owner; Assessor’s ID 4W-09-003-000; Proposed restoration and 
enhancement of man-made pond with excavation, dredging, and 
site grading. - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Dated March 13, 2024
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The Fourth installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2022 
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on 
April 1, 2024. Payments must be US postmarked, paid on line, or 
brought to Town Hall by May 1, 2024 to avoid an interest charge.  
Interest will be charged starting May 2, 2024 on all delinquent 
bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per month) from the due 
date of April 1st, with a minimum charge of $2 for each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box out-
side Town Hall. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated 
office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any inter-
est which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Kate Morrissey, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

 3TB 3/22, 4/5, 4/26

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
IN-PERSON / VIRTUAL HEARING

ANDOVER, HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH
MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2024 – 6:30 PM

RHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER
Google Meet joining info

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/rgp-buha-yis
Or dial: (US) +1 224-441-7927 PIN: 362 506 245#
More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/rgp-buha-

yis?pin=6704090609247
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING 
WILL BE HELD BOTH VIRTUALLY AND IN-PERSON (RHAM 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER) ON MONDAY, APRIL 1, 
2024, AT 6:30 P.M. TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:
1. “TO PRESENT AND DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 8 PROPOSED
BUDGET FOR 2024-2025.”
2. “TO PRESENT AND DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 8 PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET FOR 2024-2025.”
DATED AT HEBRON, CONNECTICUT, March 19, 2024
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
HEATHER SUMMERER, CHAIRPERSON
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8 BOARD OF EDUCATION
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MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Zoning Commission at its regular meeting on 
March 7, 2024, took the following actions: 
MOTION CONTINUED:
APPLICATION #Z-03-24 – 314 Jones Hollow Rd (Applicant) 
Kirstein DellaRocco (Property Owner) Construction of Acces-
sory Building is set for Public Hearing on April 4, 2024
APPLICATION #Z-04-24 – 86 E Hampton Rd (Applicant) Farm 
on Carter Hill (Property Owner) 2024 Public Events set for 
Public Hearing on April 4, 2024
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #Z-01-24 – 138 Flood Rd (Applicant) Matthew 
Chojnicki (Property Owner) Construction of accessory building 
with conditions.
APPLICATION #Z-02-24 –25 South Main St (Applicant) Austin 
HGB, LLC Bill Gjonbalaj (Property Owner) 96 Apartments on 
South Main St and Johnson Rd with conditions. 
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

 1TB 3/22

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2024

6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

 
Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 592 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 46 
Keighley Pond Road, Middle Haddam, to install arena lighting 
for applicant Theodore Hintz, Jr.
Application 593 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 1 
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam to refurbish an existing shed 
into a one car garage using the original shed footprint for ap-
plicant Ritchie Goldstein.
Application 594 for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 72 
Middle Haddam Road, Middle Haddam to install railings for 
applicant Cathy Ann Clark.
The foregoing applications are available for public review 
at the East Hampton Town Hall.  At this hearing interested 
persons may be heard and written communications will be 
received.

 1TB 3/22

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION
Notice is hereby given that on March 19, 2024, the Duly Autho-
rized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission made 
the following decision:
W2024-3095 - 8 Ventura Dr; Justin Williams - Applicant/Owner; 
Assessor’s ID 03-05-023-001; Proposed single family home 
with excavation, filling, and erosion & sediment controls within 
Upland Review Area. - APPROVED WITH STANDARD CONDI-
TIONS.
Dated March 19, 2024
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 
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TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 4, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium at the Portland High School 
located at 95 High Street, Portland, CT. Public access through 
Zoom link A at www.portlandct.org to consider the following:
PZC Application #23-13: Proposed Amendment to the Portland 
Zoning Regulations. Change to section 9.17.1 to increase the 
allowable MUD residential units to 350 from the current 240 
and to increase the ration of allowable apartments from 16 
to 21 per 5,000 square feet of commercial space. Change to 
section 9.17.5.E to allow the sum of the total commercial area 
to include any single upper floor to the total commercial area 
where only the ground floor counts currently. Application of BRT 
DiMarco PTP, LLC. 
PZC Application #23-14: 69 Marlborough Street. Request for 
Special Permit Modification. Application and Property of BRT 
DiMarco PTP, LLC. Map 19, Lot 68. Zone B-2, B-3 and TCVD.
Dated at Portland, CT this 20th day of March 2024
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 3/22, 3/29

Marlborough
William Beyerly

William “Bill” Bey-
erly, 81, of Marlborough 
passed away peacefully 
Thursday, March 14, af-
ter a brief illness. He was 
born Aug. 25, 1942, to 
the late Wade and Al-
ice Beyerly and was also 
predeceased by his older 
brother, Jack. 

He grew up in Ohio and 
graduated from Chilli-
cothe High School class of 1960. He attended 
The Ohio State University, graduating with a BS 
degree in aeronautical engineering, and Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute with an MS in me-
chanical engineering. After college, he moved to 
Connecticut and was employed for over 41 years 
at Pratt & Whitney in East Hartford, where he 
was involved in the design, development, vali-
dation and introduction into service of jet en-
gines for commercial and military aircraft and 
stationary power generation. He retired at the 
end of 2006, holding the position of discipline 
manager for Systems Performance Analysis.

He met his beloved wife Carol (Kacin) when 
she was a college summer engineering assistant 
at Pratt & Whitney, declaring “that’s the girl I’m 
going to marry” when he spotted her across the 
office for the first time. They married in 1969 
and remained together for more than 54 years, 
raising three wonderful children.

In addition to his wife, Bill leaves behind his 
three children and their families, Mark and 
his wife Sandy of Natick, Mass.; Amy and her 
husband Jeff Gabriele of Arlington, Mass.; and 
Kevin and his wife Jackie of Ellington. He was 
the loving Grampy to his five grandchildren, 
Emma, Noah and Alex Beyerly; and Claire and 
Owen Gabriele.

Outside of work and family, Bill was active in 
the Boy Scouts in Marlborough for 25 years, in-
cluding 13 as Scoutmaster. In that time, he men-
tored over 40 young men in reaching the rank of 
Eagle Scout. He never missed an opportunity to 
camp, hike, canoe, or do anything outside with 
the Scouts, no matter what the weather.

Bill was an avid golfer and managed the JT8 
Golf League at Blackledge Country Club, he was 
an enthusiastic supporter of UConn basketball 
and football, and a lifelong Ohio State Buckeyes 
fan. Always quietly giving of himself to others, 
he donated more than 8 gallons of blood in his 
lifetime.

He enjoyed his annual summer vacations in 
Ocean City, N.J., with his family, long walks out-
side, tailgating before football games, working 
outside in the yard, telling stories, eating good 
food, a glass of bourbon, and baking his famous 
cinnamon rolls. But most of all, he cherished the 
time spent with his family.

Bill will be remembered as being patient, hum-
ble, practical, and calm; for always having a plan; 
for his kindness and generosity to friends, fam-
ily, and the community; for the positive impact he 
had on all those around him; and for his love and 
commitment to his wife and family. He was truly 
a content man who lived a happy and active life.

Calling hours will be held Saturday, March 23, 
from 10 a.m.-noon, at Mulryan Funeral Home, 
725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, with a memorial 
service immediately following at noon at the fu-
neral home.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Bill’s memo-
ry can be made to the American Red Cross or the 
Appalachian Mountain Club.

Sincere thanks to the nurses and staff of 7 South 
at Middlesex Hospital for the care and compas-
sion they provided during his brief hospitaliza-
tion.

For more information, or to leave condolenc-
es, visit www.mulryanfh.com.

Portland
Francis J. O’Brien 

Francis J. O’Brien, a 
beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and friend, 
passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by his family, 
on Saturday, March 16, at 
the age of 85. Born April 
9, 1938, in Queens, N.Y., 
Fran was raised by his 
Uncle Charlie and Aunt 
Lucy Livingston. 

In seventh grade, Fran 
met the love of his life, Charlene Raynor. They 
dated throughout middle school, high school 
and college, and they were married Aug. 29, 
1959, in Freeport, Long Island.

Fran graduated from Clarkson Memorial 
College of Technology in Potsdam, N.Y., pur-
sued a short-lived career in engineering, and 
ultimately transformed his love of people and 
talking into a successful career as an Allstate in-
surance agent for 39 years. Fran and Charlene 
raised their four children in Portland, and de-
veloped friendships that would last a lifetime. 

Fran was a charismatic storyteller with con-
tagious expressions, making him the life of the 
many house parties he hosted. Fran also loved 
sports; he was a high school track star, coached 
Little League baseball, was an avid golfer and a 
die-hard fan of the New York Yankees and New 
York Giants.

Fran’s four children and 11 grandchildren 
were the joy and center of his life. Growing up, 
he proudly attended almost all of their sporting 
events and extra-curricular activities, and he was 
always on the sidelines to document the event 
with his telephoto camera lens and video camera. 

Fran loved photography and traveling, plan-
ning spectacular trips, visiting Hilton Head, 
S.C., England, Ireland, Italy, Germany, and 
Scotland, and was especially proud to have 
played at Saint Andrews Golf Course. Perhaps 
his favorite adventures were the many summers 
spent in Mabou Harbour, Cape Breton, Nova 
Scotia, where he and Charlene designed and 
built a house and spent many hours listening 
to fiddle music, enjoying Irish culture, dancing, 
and being with friends at the Red Shoe.

Fran is survived by his loving wife, Char-
lene; daughter Terri O’Brien (and Dave Domo-
gala), daughter Sandy Miniati (spouse Peter 
Miniati), daughter Julie Coiro (spouse Charlie 
Coiro), and son Charlie O’Brien (spouse Laura 
O’Brien); and his grandchildren, Meghan Oc-
chialini (spouse Anthony Occhialini), Derek 
Domogala, Michael Miniati (spouse Jenny 
Miniati), Sarah Coiro, Claire Domogala, Kelly 
Domogala (spouse Anas Fadli), Maggie Miniati, 
Jack Miniati, Emma O’Brien, Abby O’Brien, and 
Paige O’Brien. Fran attended the baby shower 
for his first great grandchild in February 2024 
and was anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 
next generation of his family. 

Fran was also predeceased by his mother, 
Helen Paganini, his father, John O’Brien, and 
siblings Jack O’Brien, Art O’Brien, and Helen 
Paganini.

Fran will be remembered by many dear 
friends, whom he had a chance to speak with 
on his last day of life, while surrounded by fam-
ily. Thank you to the great staff at RI Hospital 
for their extreme accommodation and caring 
throughout his last days.

Fran will be deeply missed by all who knew 
him. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to the National Kidney Foundation (Kidney.org). 

Visiting hours will be held from 9-10:30 a.m. 
on Friday, March 22, at Portland Memorial 
Funeral Home, 231 Main St., Portland (port-
landmemorialfuneralhome.com). An 11 a.m. 
funeral service will be held at the First Congre-
gational Church, 554 Main St., Portland. Burial 
will be in the Swedish Cemetery, Portland, fol-
lowed by a celebration of Fran’s life at the Quar-
ry Ridge Golf Course, 9 Rose Hill Rd., Portland.

Obituaries 

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Town of Portland, CT
Pursuant to Section 503(i) of the Portland Town Charter, a 
public hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at 6:50 P.M. in the Buck-Foreman 
Community Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, CT to provide 
residents the opportunity to comment both orally and in 
writing on the proposed 2024 Connecticut Neighborhood As-
sistance Act (NAA) Program available to interested non-profit 
organizations in Portland.
Dated this 21st day of March 2024
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

 1TB 3/22

LEGALS
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EMPLOYMENT

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21
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Freelance
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance 
writers to report on local government, 
meetings and community events in the 
towns we serve – Cromwell, Newington, 

Rocky Hill and Wethersfield.
Must be able to report news clearly and 

meet important weekly deadlines.
Please send cover letter, resume and 

any writing clips or samples to:
greg@rarereminder.com

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE RENTALS

EMPLOYMENT

Details at  
goodspeed.org

WE’RE HIRING!
USHERS
Part-Time, Seasonal (Apr-Dec) 
STUDENTS & SENIORS WELCOME! 
Join us at both The Good-
speed in East Haddam 
and The Terris Theatre in 
Chester and help set the 
stage for an unforgettable 
experience for our audi-
ences!

PROPS ASSISTANT
Full-Time, Seasonal 
Assists the Props Man-
ager with the realization 
and maintenance of all 
props.

PROPS OVERHIRE 
Full-Time, Seasonal 
Assists in the planning, 
execution, and acquisi-
tion of all prop elements.

RE3-15-24
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

LPN  — Nights/Weekends
Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts: 7a-3p. 3p-11p.
11p-7a. If you are looking for a change and aspire 

to be appreciated for the important, and honorable 
work you do; reach out for more details!
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…

Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or 
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

CNA — Evenings/Nights
Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts available for hire: 
3p-11p & 11p-7a! If you are looking for a change 

and aspire to be appreciated for the important, and 
honorable work you do; reach out for more details!

Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…
Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or 
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com

Westside Manor is searching for an 
Attendant to fill our 1st and 3rd shift. 

7am-3pm and 11pm-7am
Attendant Responsibilities: Housekeeping, Meal 
Prep and medication administration required for 
the position. Medication Certification Course is 

mandatory and offered with paid training.
Please call us at 860-267-4401 to schedule 
an interview today! Interviews are done by 

appointment only Monday thru Friday.
9 West High Street, East Hampton

Job Type: Part-time with potential to full-time
Salary: Discussed upon interview

RE3-8-24
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

Program Leader
The Town of East Hampton is seeking a candidate to fill 
the full-time position of Recreation Program Leader.  The 
Program Leader will develop, promote, initiate, supervise, 
and facilitate a wide variety of age-appropriate recreation 
programs.  This is a 35-hour, revenue generated position.  The 
position requires a flexible schedule to include day, evening, 
and weekend hours.  Four years’ experience in recreation, 
athletics, or closely related field.  College training in recreation 
management or similar major may be substituted for general 
experience.  Conducting and supervising recreation programs 
and prior public recreation experience is preferred.   $20.00 to 
$25.00 per hour.  Benefit package offered.   
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume 
and an employment application by April 5, 2024, or until 
filled, to the Town of East Hampton, Department of Human 
Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, or 
by email to lseymour@easthamptonct.gov.  EOE/AA/M-F.  
An employment application and job description may be found 
at www.easthamptonct.gov.  1TB 3/22
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Welcome to 182 West Rd., Marlborough! Upon entering, you’ll be greeted by 
the timeless elegance of Dutch Colonial architecture, characterized by its distinctive 
gambrel roof and classic symmetry. Step inside to discover a spacious and airy family 
room, adorned with large windows that bathe the space in natural light. Open layout 
creates seamless flow between family room, dining area, and kitchen, making it ideal 
for hosting gatherings and spending quality time with loved ones. Kitchen has been 
tastefully updated with modern finishes and amenities, including SS appliances, quartz 
countertops, and ample cabinetry for storage. HW floors thruout, front to back living 
room with FP, and finished walk out LL. Step outside to discover your own private oasis 
in the backyard. Surrounded by lush greenery and mature trees, the backyard offers a 
peaceful escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. Whether you’re sipping your 
morning coffee on the deck or hosting a summer barbecue with friends, this outdoor space 
is sure to be enjoyed year-round. Located in a desirable town with top-rated schools, parks, 
and amenities nearby, this home offers the perfect combination of comfort, convenience, 
and charm. Don’t miss your opportunity to make this Dutch Colonial beauty your own!

$450,000 – JUST LISTED

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaareso.com

It doesn’t matter what’s been written 
in your story so far, it’s how you fill 
up the rest of the pages that counts.

Your local friend in real estate

RE3-22-24

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Problems are like washing machines.
They twist, they spin and knock us 

around. But in the end, we come out 
cleaner, brighter and better than before.

BUILDING LOT FOR 
SALE: Owner fin an-
cing avail able. 860-604-
4601.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1000-
2400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

If anyone refused to rent to you because 
of your source of income, race, color, 

national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, marital status, age, 

disability or because you have children, 
you may have been the victim of illegal 

housing discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION IS 
ILLEGAL For Help Call 

888-247-4401

MOWER OPERATOR: 
L i gh t  Land  scap  i ng 
worker wanted. Call 
860-537-2945.

P A R T - T I M E 
POSITION: Avail able in 
a team ori ented Fam ily 
Dental Offi ce in Portland, 
CT. This po s i tion off ers 
ap prox. 22 hours per 
week. The offi ce is open 
Mon, Tues, Thurs and 
some Fri. The po s i tion’s 
work days and hours 
are flex ible. No dental 
ex per i ence needed. No 
spe cific qual i fic a tions is 
needed. Ap plic ant must 
be will ing to learn new 
skills. On the job train-
ing & sup port for Dental 
Ass ist ing, X-Ray cer ti fic-
a tion and Offi ce work will 
be provided. Fax your 
re sume to 860-760-8080 
or email dental in sight@
ya hoo. com or call 860-
510-3956.

S E C R E T A R Y /
R E C E P T I O N I S T: 
Part-time position with 
sma l l  p ro fess iona l 
office in Glastonbury. 
Duties include typing, 
creating and maintaining 
files, answering multi-
line phones, ordering 
and maintaining office 
supplies, Word and Excel 
experience necessary. 
8:30am-2pm. Please 
send qua l i f i ca t ions 
o r  r e s u m e  T O : 
ADMINISTRATOR@
CFMCONSTRUCTION
CT.COM.

S E E K I N G 
A U T O M O T I V E 
MECHANIC : for im-
me di ate hire at fast 
g r o w  i n g  s h o p  i n 
Middletown. Strong 
mech an ical aptitude 
and troubleshoot ing 
skills. Must be able to 
dia gnose and re pair 
mech an ical is sues and 
be dead line and de-
tail ori ented. Ab il ity to 
thrive in a fast-paced 
en vir on ment. 2-3 years 
auto mot ive ex per i ence 
pre ferred. Diesel ex-
per i ence is a plus! Must 
have your own tools. 
Call Ge orge 860-346-
5551.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing
 & Clean Ups
• Boulder Walls
• Lawn Installation
 & Expansion
• Planting & Mulching

• Drainage
 & Excavation
• Tree Removal
 & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs
 & Debris Removal

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR
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860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!
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TREE & 
LAND

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E3

-3
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3
Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 

patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Commercial & Residential – Kyle C. Salamone, Owner
Portland, CT

860-342-0352
www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now 
Scheduling 

Spring
Clean-Ups R

E3
-1

5-
24

Accepting 
New Weekly 

Mowing 
Customers

TREE & LANDSCAPING

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203

R
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— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 

R
E

5-
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-2
1860-228-0556

860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119
& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E

3-
20

-2
0

LAWN MOWING: Pro-
fes sion al, com pet it ive 
rates. Call Tho mas 860-
267-7515.

T H O M P S O N 
L A N D S C A P E 
I M P R O V E M E N T: 
Winter dis count rates. 
Tree work, stump grind-
ing, land clear ing & ex-
cav at ing. Back hoe, bull-
dozer & bob cat work. 
Cal l  860-659-1438. 
www.thompson land-
scapect. com.

T R E E  C A R E 
B Y  L I C E N S E D 
ARBORIST: Prun ing, 
dis ease treat ment, con-
sult ing, plant ing and re-
movals. Pro fes sional 
qual ity ser vice and ex-
pert ise. LaPila Ar bor ists, 
LLC at lapi l aar bor ist s. 
com or 860-965-5546.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS WANTED 

TO BUY
A LWAY S  B U Y I N G 
OLD TOOLS: old, used, 
an t ique hand tools. 
MACHINIST,  wood-
work ing, en grav ing, and 
work bench hand tools 
and tool chests. Hunt ing 
equip ment and fire arms, 
also of in terest. Fair and 
hon est off ers made. Call 
with con fid ence, Cory 
860-322-4367.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start  ing 
soon. Of fer ing Puppy 
Kinder garten, Ba sic 
Man ners/What Res cue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Ther apy; Scent 
Work. Over 25 years 
ex per i ence. Michelle 
Lar son, Paws-N-Heel 
DTC, 860-267-6040. 
paws-n-heel do gtrain-
ing. com.

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

R
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Call or Text Steve anytime at 860-918-6020

The RightChoice
28 Years

in Business

R
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Fully Insured
Lic#551256

GET A JUMP ON 
SPRING!

• landscaping installation – yard expansions/grading
• tree work / takedowns – stump grinding / brush chipping 
• lawn installations – hydroseeding / sod
• hardscapes – retaining walls, walks, patios 
• drainage work – gutter / curtain / drywells
• mulch / top soil / loose stone for sale & installation
• bobcat / mini excavator / chipping services

Now Scheduling All Your Landscaping Needs
Driveway Repair & Installations

Millings/ Loose Stone Process Gravel

FREE 
ESTIMATES
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in
TREE REMOVAL and all

your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

HOWES 
Landscaping & 
Tree Service llc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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Call Jack for Free estimate
(860) 818-2773 R

E
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CALL JACK TODAY
Tree Removal & Tree Trimming

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— CommerCial / residential —

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Dondero Lawn Care
860-228-2003
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Spring Clean Up
Lawn Mowing  

Topsoil – Mulch – Stone
 FREE ESTIMATES 

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

C
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Call Now for
Low Spring Rates!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

Specializing in Driveway 
inStallation & repair

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Now AcceptiNg most mAjor credit cArds

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Fresh Garden Compost
Screened Topsoil

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser-
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597. 

A D V A N C E D 
P R O  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T : 
“One call does it all! 
Beat the Spring rush.  
Additions, sunrooms. 
Kitchens, bathrooms. 
Windows, roofing. Vinyl 
siding trim. Garages, 
decks.  Basements , 
f looring. Dry wall & 
taping. Interior painting, 
popcorn ceilings. Clean 
up daily. Quality work. 
Lic.  #578351. Ful ly 
insured. Free estimates. 
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

A L L  S E A S O N S 
STONEWORK: re pairs, 
re set ting, and new work 
wel come. Over 35 years 
ex perience and free es-
tim ates offered. Call with 
con fid ence, Cory 860-
215-5685.

CABINET REFACING: 
Not an overpriced box 
s tore  or  f ranch ise. 
L o c a l  c o m p a n y , 
c a b i n e t m a k e r s 
specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work 
and  coun te r  t ops . 
Deal with the owner. 
Wood’n Excel lence. 
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chim ney re pair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
re tain ing walls, steps. 
Roofs done, ven eers 
done, walk ways. Ce-
ment, tiles, pav ing and 
build ing main ten ance. 
All kinds of ma sonry and 
home re pairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to fin ished 
base ments, sid ing, & 
floors. Li censed/in sured. 
Give us a call for free 
es tim ate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on 
Face book. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
painting, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris removal, 
es cav ator, dump truck, 
septic. Screened top  soil 
avail able. Fully licensed 
and insured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

H A N D Y M A N 
S E R V I C E S :  H a v e 
home main ten ance or 
gen eral home re pairs? 
Don’t stress! We can 
help. Let us take care 
of them. Free quotes. 
Li censed and in sured. 
Call Dan to book a free 
ap point ment today. 860-
917-3154.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

RENE’S IN TERIOR 
TRIM LLC: 35 years 
of ex per i  ence in al l 
phases of car pentry. 
Some of the ser vices 
we off er in clude - Crown 
mold ing, chair rails, win-
dow-seats, book cases, 
en ter tain ment cen ters, 
ce dar closets, cus tom 
stairs. Pocket doors, in-
teri or/ex ter ior doors, ra-
di ator cov ers, por to cos, 
mantles. Wheel chair 
ramps, re place ment 
hatch ways, re place ment 
win dows, sump-pumps. 
Wood deck ing changed 
to Trex, at tic stairs, new 
kit chen and bath. Wa ter 
dam age and rot re pairs 
of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, win dows or 
plumb ing fixt ures. We 
do com plete re pairs of 
dry wall and plaster! We 
also com bat the entry 
of mice and more. Call 
Rene 860-716-2678.

• Weekly Mowing
• Clean-ups
• Aerating &
 Dethatching
• Overseeding
• Hydroseeding
• Bobcat Work
• Excavating Work
• Mulching
• Demo Work
• Bark Blowing

806 Hillstown Road
Manchester, CT 06040

Serving all of 
Connecticut since 1981

www.PeterMarraLandscape.com

Peter’s Landscaping, llc
Landscaping Maintenance, Design & Installation

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

860-646-1169 • cell 860-209-5510

CT Licensed Contractor • Fully Insured
Workers’ Compensation

Demo License

• Walls/Walks
• Sod Work
• Trees Installed

• Pruning
• Lighting/Sprinklers
• Pond Installation

— Delivered Materials Available —
Mulch, Compost, Topsoil, Woodchips, 

Stone, Firewood, Boulders

FREE 
Estimates
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SPRING CLEANUP

10% OFF
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

peterslandscape@sbcglobal.net

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

CT License:  HIC.0645188Licensed and Insured

R
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611lawncare@gmail.com
(860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & 
Surrounding Towns

Weekly & Biweekly 

MOWING and more!

R
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

3-
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

All Types of Fence
(vinyl, ornamental, wood, chainlink)

Installation & Repairs

Experience — Professionalism — Integrity

C
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LICENSED & 
INSURED

CT HIC 0671859

Serving CT and Western MA

860-629-0335
www.fortressfenceCT.com

Interior & Exterior Painting
Drywall Repair / Installation

Carpentry, Accent Walls & more
Interior Design & Home Staging

Modernization /Remodeling

Call / Text (860) 328-8032
GlastonburyPaintDesign@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LICENSED & INSURED HIC.0671637

Power Washing FREE ESTIMATES
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R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912 KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Power Washing
Deck & Porch

Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License# 0667603
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For all of your carpentry needs:
• Decks
• Kitchens

• Basements
• Bathrooms

...AND MORE!

860-377-4897

NORM’S
CARPENTRY

Licensed & Insured C
IT
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Mobile Welding
Repairs & Maintenance

Custom Fabrication
— COMMERCIAL &  RESIDENTIAL —

Tobey Welch
Owner / Operator

(860) 918-3750
twelchwelding@gmail.com
188 Hale Road, Glastonbury, CT

https://twelchweldingllc.com
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CIT3-21-24

VINYL SIDING 
SPRING SPECIAL
I can beat anyone’s prices. 

Free quotes in 24 hrs.
Garage door trim damage.

Siding repairs – no problem I do it all.
35 + yrs in business. 

Beat the summer increase. Senior discounts.

Call Keith’s Siding Co.
860-563-2001

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

SERVICES

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”
By Owner/Operator, Tony Lee “2nd Generation Paving”

ALL 
PURPOSE 
PAVING

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
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Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
E
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

R
E
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured

R
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House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

Gutter Cleaning
& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us
HIC. 0654618 

Insured

EXCAVATION SERVICES 
WATER & SEWER MAINS

Topsoil, Mulch, and Gravel Deliveries 
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 531-8620 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chim neys can burn! 
Hav ing your chim ney 
cleaned yearly en sures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
pro fes sional clean ing. 
Fully in sured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n  i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flash ing, fur-
nace liners and more. 
No non sense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual ex per i ence as the 
owner of Gla ston bury’s 
local chim ney ser vice. 
Wil liam Al len 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
ap point ments avail able. 
Clean outs, base ments, 
gar ages. Even junk in 
the back yard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Cus tom stain ing and 
fin ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In teri-
or/ex ter ior paint ing, win-
dow/ door in stall a tion. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stuc co, fin ish base ment, 
ceramic tiles, bath room, 
re mod el ing. Build ing 
main ten ance, fence in-
stall a tion. House and of-
fice clean ing. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

MY PURPOSE IN LIFE 
IS HELPING OTHERS: 
I  am a phenomenal 
cook. Baking is a hobby 
of mine. Organizer, 
l a u n d r y,  e r r a n d s , 
walk the dog, drive to 
activities/appointments, 
even do office work. I 
live in Glastonbury. Call 
Carolyn 860-328-5256.

P E T  W A S T E 
REMOVAL: weekly or 
monthly rates. Homes, 
smal l  farms. Horse 
ma nure de livered and 
spread. Free es tim ates. 
Call 203-443-3417

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

R
E4

-2
2-

22

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
C
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Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Water Damage Repairs – Insurance Claims
Drywall New & Repairs • Wood Framing

Metal Stud Framing Remodels • Additions

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc
959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers

C
IT
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1

2-
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PAINTING

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E8
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
it
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171

R
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

R
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
3-

5-
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your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
E2
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

MOLD
TESTING

ASBESTOS
TESTING & REMOVAL

LEAD
REMOVAL

P O RT L A N D  •  P L A I N V I L L E

860-846-0771
office @ warriorabatement.com

PROVIDING THE BEST SERVICE IN CONNECTICUT

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

VETERAN
USA

OWNED
BUSINESS

H O M E  O W N E R S  &  V E T E R A N S
A S K  A B O U T  O U R  D I S C O U N T S  F O R  B OT H

C
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A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —

R
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SERVICES

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
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Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
E4
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
CALL NOW:
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

ATC
LIC #670646 & INSURED

• Lawn Rolling
• Leaf Cleanups
• Powerwashing

860-639-4091
860-235-9038

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

RE3-21-24

If you want a 

good price, Call 
Mike Nice!

WOW,
another season

is here!

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT

40 Years Experience

Seal Coating • Line Striping • Crack Filling
• Curb Repair
• Black Topping
• Aprons

...AND SO 

MUCH 
MORE!

Epoxy Flooring — Many Colors, Garages, 
Basements, All Concrete Surfaces, Stenciling

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1
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18

-2
2



Page 40 NEWS BULLETIN •  March 22, 2024

FOR SALE
TAG SALES

HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

Special Discounts, 0% Financing,  Rebates, & Tax Credits On A 
New Mitsubishi Electric Heating and Cooling System. Call Now to 
Schedule a Free In Home Consultation Or Visit Our Showroom in 
Portland CT For More Info.

Call Now! 
860-613-5230

Sales, Installation, Service, Maintenance & Repairs of:
Furnaces 
Heat pumps
Boilers

Air Conditioners
Ductless Mini-Splits
Indoor Air Quality

Heating & AC Solutions  
You Can Count On!

For Savings

R
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!

R
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CLEANING

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

2 0 1 1  H Y U N D A I 
SUNOTA: 2.4, auto, 
4dr, Red. 186K, (less on 
mo tor). Runs ex cel lent. 
Zero rust. Minor body 
dam age left side. Just 
passed Emis sions. Car-
fax avail able. Use my 
lift to in spect. $4,200. 
Nego ti able. Port land. 
860-214-0796.

2014 JAYCO 18FT 
CAMPER: sleeps two. 
AC, heat, wa ter pump, 
solar pan els, stove, mi-
crowave, sink, toliet, 
shower, spare tires and 
rims. 860-833-2445.

H AY  F O R  S A L E : 
Square bales, Al falfa 
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

QUALITY SEASONED 
H A R D W O O D : 
Fireplace length. $260 
per CORD, De livered 
wi th in Gla ston bury. 
Small de liv ery fee for 
sur round ing areas. Call 
860-659-1438.

2 0 1 2  H O N D A 
ACCORD EXL: loaded, 
98K miles, white ex ter i-
or, tan in teri or. Ask ing 
$9,995. Call 860-263-
7944.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art pro jects , wrap ping 
and pack ing, table cov-
er ings for pub lic din ners, 
etc. THE GLA STON-
BURY CIT IZEN . 87 
Nut meg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered loc ally $290/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Dis coun ted 
out door firepit wood 
avail able. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

ESTATE SALE:  In-
house, March 23rd. 
Barn items, tools, all 
house hold items, CD 
Play er, CDs/Tapes, fur-
niture, bed ding, clocks, 
baby mon it or, old books, 
ap pli ances, pic tures - 
Stock bridge print. 29 
Moun tain Road, Gla-
ston bury. 9am-4pm. 
Win te r  S to rm da te 
March 30th.

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Re spons ible, Brazilian 
wo man seek ing house 
clean ing cli ents. Very 
pro fes sional and punc-
tu al. Also good with pets. 
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

DO YOU NEED YOUR 
HOUSE CLEANED? 
I have good prices and 
ref er ences. Free es tim-
ates. Please call Priscila 
at 860-680-0777.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of ex per i ence, 
I off er re li able ser vice. 
reas on able rates and I 
do an amaz ing job. Re-
fer ences upon re quest. 
Please call or text for 
free es tim ates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Ques tions whether your 
wood floors really need 
sand ing? Have ex is ti-
ng sur face fin ish deep 
cleaned, re vital ized, with 
a dur able ac rylic/ureth-
ane floor fin ish. The 
best al tern at ive to the 
mess, ex pense of sand-
ing. Car pets safely dry 
cleaned.  Ex per i enced, 
ref er ences, in sured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only

www.llinasdefense.com
860-530-1781
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MORE INFO


