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Portland Flooding Reaches Houses, Threatens More

Portland residents have started to be displaced as heavy amounts of rain have flooded 
Jobs Pond. While docks and boats have started to go under, many people have several 
feet of standing water in their basements, knocking out heat and other utilities. Across 
the pond, Camp Ingersoll’s lifeguard pavilions are almost completely under water.

By London Brazal
Jobs Pond in Portland is known as a “bot-

tomless pond” enjoyed by many residents who 
call it home and kids who use it during sum-
mer camp. While dramatic changes in the water 
levels are not uncommon, residents lately have 
faced a difficult challenge, as homes have started 
to flood with recent storms. 

The large amount of rain in the last few 
months has put the people living near the pond 
in fear. 

According to resident Janet Vamos, the water 
has risen 15 feet vertically since the fall and rose 
a foot alone following a downpour on March 
23. Vamos and her family could be considered 
lucky for now, as they have only about two inch-
es of standing water in their basement with two 
sump pumps running constantly. She said, how-
ever, she is concerned for her neighbors with 
three or more feet of water creeping further into 
their houses. 

“Our neighbors will have to leave their homes 
once the water reaches their main level – which 
it will, shortly,” said Vamos. “Several other folks 
have had to cut power, water, and heat to their 
homes due to the extreme flooding in their 
basements.”

Veronica Ketch has lived on the pond for 60 
years and is the president of the Jobs Pond Wa-
terfront Corporation, the local homeowners’ as-
sociation. She oversees all business for the cor-
poration – administrative, financial, structural 
and maintenance. Ketch told the Rivereast that 
the temporary goal is to work with the town and 
state regarding the urgency of their situation 
and, hopefully, implement a solution for flood-
ing while looking at long-term solutions as well. 

“We welcome offers of suggestions and/or 
resources for a solution (temporary and long-
term) along with being supportive, not subjec-
tive, to what the residents of Jobs Pond are deal-

ing with,” Ketch said in an email. “Residents’  
homes are flooding, sump pumps are running 
24/7, with little relief, and we’ve yet to be done 
with the rainy season.”

While it’s not uncommon for Jobs Pond to 
see fluctuation in its water levels, the pond is 
fed by underwater springs and is not generally 

impacted by rain or drought. What adds to the 
anxiety of the flooding is the heavy amounts 
of precipitation affecting the watershed area as 
well. Runoff from two primary sources flows 
into the pond, overwhelming it with excess wa-
ter. Historically, levels have reached the current 
point but tend to decrease during the winter; 

however, with the levels remaining high, more 
precipitation is inevitable as spring moves on. 

First Selectman Ryan Curley said he and state 
Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) toured the area on 
Monday evening and visited with many of the 
neighbors. 

“We are continuing to work with state agen-
cies to see what can be done,” Curley said. 

“This natural phenomena is causing safety 
concerns for dozens of residents,” Carpino said. 
“As the water level continues to rise, public 
safety must be prioritized. I’ve toured the area 
to better understand the magnitude and we are 
working collectively at the state level to explore 
our options.”

State Sen. Norm Needleman (D-33) was in-
vited but could not attend due to a scheduling 
conflict. However, his office has been helping as 
well, according to Curley. 

YMCA Camp Ingersoll is located at Jobs 
Pond and, with summer approaching, is about 
to start its busy season. However, camp director 
Benjamin Silliman said the organization has so 
far been able to keep its programs running. 

“The rising water undoubtedly impacts our 
camp program, but fortunately, it requires 
[only] adjustments and no real programmatic 
changes at this point,” he said. 

Silliman also said the YMCA has “been mes-
saging with some of the neighbors as well, let-
ting them know that we want to be in the con-
tinuing discussion of ways we can help support 
them.”

In 1984, residents of Jobs Pond faced a simi-
lar issue. Curley said the pond was pumped 
out, but it was an enormous undertaking and 
proved to be controversial in town. Members of 
the Emergency Watershed Protection Program 
and the Soil Conservation Service proposed 
to pump the pond into the Connecticut River, 

Colchester Gets Its First Cannabis Shop
By Michael Sinkewicz

For the first time since the sale of recreational 
marijuana became legal in Connecticut in 2023, 
a retail cannabis store is opening its doors in 
Colchester.

The Harvest Corner, located at 493 Westches-
ter Rd., is holding its grand opening today, April 
5, ushering in a product that up until now hasn’t 
been available locally.

The name of the new business intentionally 
forms the acronym THC — the psychoactive 
compound found in marijuana and the com-
pound that’s often used to manage and treat 
nausea and other symptoms. And store manage-
ment says everything at the new establishment 
was painstakingly developed and researched to 
guarantee consumer and state approval.

The Harvest Corner management intends to 
make the store a reputable service in the com-
munity.

“We’re just a package store for cannabis,” said 
Bill Buscetto, the store’s managing partner.

Anyone over the age of 21 will be able to pur-
chase up to 14 grams of cannabis per transac-
tion, both in-person or online via the store’s 
website, theharvestcornerct.com. The operation 
is strictly adult-use, not medicinal, and offers an 
extensive catalog of pre-rolls (joints), gummies 
and vaporizers, as well as pipes and bongs.

The Harvest Corner will be open seven days 
a week: Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Last week, as Buscetto put the final touches 
on his 4,000 square-foot facility, he offered the 
Rivereast a glimpse behind the curtain to show-
case exactly what Colchester can expect with its 
newest business.

“We’ve tried to go the extra mile,” he said. 

“We didn’t try to spare any expense. If we’re go-
ing to do it, we got to do it right. I’m not cutting 
any corners.”

‘High-Class and Reputable’
Buscetto, 51, is just one member of a roughly 

10-person investment group that originally 
spearheaded the idea at the end of 2021. One 
of his friends pitched the concept, but Buscet-
to — a New London native who now lives in 
Old Lyme — was somewhat skeptical because 
his main background was in youth sports; he’s 
taught a baseball camp for over 30 years.

“I’m not a cannabis user,” he conveyed. “I 
looked at it as a business opportunity. I didn’t 
know much about the industry.”

After talking to both doctors and friends, his 
outlook began to evolve.

“People are using it for anxiety, for pain, for 
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LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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Call us today to see what Marlborough 
Health & Rehabilitation Center

can do for you!

RE3-8-24

Short-Term Care • Post-Acute Rehabilitation • Respite Care

 “I did my research before picking a rehab facility 
for my Dad. Marlborough Rehab got a 5/5 rating so 
I chose them. They are not disappointing. Every staff 
member is pleasant, hard working and kind. All staff are 
receptive to family members requests and concerns. 
They think of everything! The communication between 
staff and my family is outstanding. The facility is always 
being maintained and looks fabulous as well. We highly 
recommend Marlborough Health and Rehab!”

— Daughter of a rehab patient

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM
AHM College Scholarships

AHM Youth & Family Services is accepting 
scholarship applications from Andover, He-
bron, and Marlborough students who are plan-
ning to attend college in the fall. Each of the 
scholarships is needs-based. Applications are at 
ahmyouth.org/college-scholarship-application. 
Deadline to apply is May 15.

 Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: This 
scholarship was created in memory of Erin 
Garvie, who passed away in 1998 during her se-
nior year at RHAM High School. She was a star 
soccer player and president of the student coun-
cil. This scholarship was created by the Garvie 
family and friends. Over the years, this college 
scholarship has been awarded to RHAM High 
School students who participate in high school 
athletics. 

Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship: This 
scholarship was created in memory of Paige 

Houston, who was entering her senior year as 
an honors student at RHAM High School in 
2013 when she passed away. Paige was active 
in cheerleading with the RHAM Youth Foot-
ball and Cheerleading League and had planned 
on pursuing a career in early education. This 
scholarship was created by the Houston family 
and friends. Each year a college scholarship is 
awarded to a RHAM High School graduate. 

William Stelzner Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of 
William “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 
2016. Stelzner was known for his humanitarian 
work locally, regionally, and nationwide. This 
scholarship was created by the Stelzner family 
and friends. Each year a college scholarship is 
awarded to a RHAM High School graduate who 
plans to attend a two-year college and has vol-
unteered in the community. 

HAPPY HOUR at the bar
MONDAY – THURSDAY 3-6PM
FRIDAY – SUNDAY 11AM-4PM

$5 House Wines • $5 Margaritas
$3 Estrella Jalisco

$5 Empanadas • $2 Chips & Salsa

MATEOSTACO.COM

All Online Orders
For All Locations10% 

OFF

MONDAY
$5 Birria Tacos
$25 Margarita 

Pitchers

DINE IN SPECIALS
TUESDAY

$10 (3) Goon City
Gringo Tacos

 $25 Margarita
Pitchers

WEDNESDAY
$5 Swordfish 

Tacos
$25 Margarita 

Pitchers R
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use code “River10” at checkout; unlimited use through 4/30/24
discount valid only for orders placed online

SPRING BREAKSPRING BREAK

FIRESIDE SUPPLY, INC.   33 B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT 06248
860-228-1383         www.firesidesupply.net        firesidect1@aol.com

10AM - 2PM

WINNERS WILL BE  NOTIFIED NEXT DAY
DRAWING AT 2PM - IF NOT PRESENT,

ALL  DAY

ALL  DAY

MEET THE EASTER BUNNY
P A R E N T S  C A N  T A K E  P I C T U R E S

FREE RAFFLE (FOR ADULTS)
R E S T A U R A N T  G I F T  C E R T I F I C A T E S  &  M O R E !

EASTER FLOWERS 
P R O V I D E D  B Y  F R I E N D L Y  S P I R I T  F A R M

BOUNCY HOUSE
P R O V I D E D  B Y  A L L  A M E R I C A N  I N F L A T A B L E S  

303030         ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYTHTHTH
JOIN US FOR FIRESIDE OVERHEAD DOOR’SJOIN US FOR FIRESIDE OVERHEAD DOOR’S

EASTER EGG HUNT!EASTER EGG HUNT!EASTER EGG HUNT!
E A C H  G R O U P  H A S  A  G R A N D  P R I Z E  E G GE A C H  G R O U P  H A S  A  G R A N D  P R I Z E  E G GE A C H  G R O U P  H A S  A  G R A N D  P R I Z E  E G G

M E E T  T H U M P E R  T H E  R A B B I T  

&  F R I E N D S !M E E T  T H U M P E R  T H E  R A B B I T  

&  F R I E N D S !

A g e s  0 - 3A g e s  0 - 3A g e s  0 - 3  |  1 0 : 3 0 A M |  1 0 : 3 0 A M |  1 0 : 3 0 A M

A g e s  4 - 6  |  1 0 : 4 5  A MA g e s  4 - 6  |  1 0 : 4 5  A MA g e s  4 - 6  |  1 0 : 4 5  A M

A g e s  7 - 1 0  |  1 1 : 0 0  A MA g e s  7 - 1 0  |  1 1 : 0 0  A MA g e s  7 - 1 0  |  1 1 : 0 0  A M

for salefor salefor sale

 3 3  B  E A S T  S T .
H E B R O N ,  C T

 3 3  B  E A S T  S T .
H E B R O N ,  C T

10AM - 4PM10AM - 4PM

MORNING -  DD  COFFEE & DONETTESMORNING -  DD COFFEE & DONETTES

AFTERNOON - BOTTLED WATER, CHIPS & COOKIESAFTERNOON - BOTTLED WATER, CHIPS & COOKIES

APRIL 6th, 2024APRIL 6th, 2024
SATURDAYSATURDAY

RAIN OR SHINE  
UNDER  

THE BIG TOP -  
TENT AND CANOPY

PROVIDED

RAIN OR SHINE 
UNDER 

THE BIG TOP -  
TENT AND CANOPY

PROVIDED
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Alumni Benefit Event
There will be an Alumni Benefit Event for 

RHAM Scholarships and Project Graduation 
Saturday, May 11, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge 
Country Club in Hebron – featuring music 
by the Rockin’ HeartBeats.

This event is hosted by RHAM Alumni 
with the proceeds to provide scholarships to 
RHAM seniors and to benefit RHAM Project 
Graduation.

Tickets are $25 per person. Blackledge 
Country Club will serve flatbreads, pastas 
and snacks, and a cash bar also will also be 

available. There will be a raffle of many great 
items. 

A limited number of tickets will be sold, 
all in advance, and none will be available at 
the door.  Tickets can be purchased by cash 
or check only. Checks should be made out to 
RHAM Alumni Benefit.

Raffle prizes are always welcome.
Further information and tickets are avail-

able from committee members Bob at 860-
558-5823 or 860-228-3388, Lynn at 860-416-
1575, or John at 860-295-8484.

Kids vs. Cops
Basketball Game

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold 
the Kids vs. Cops basketball game at RHAM 
High School Friday, April 19, from 6-7 p.m.; 
doors will open at 5:30.  

Resident state troopers from Troop K will 
face off in a basketball game against student ath-
letes from RHAM High School. The goal of this 
event is to bring students, community members 
and law enforcement together in a casual, fun 
and uplifting environment.  Additionally, as an 
educational component for parents/caregiv-
ers, a mock bedroom set up by Hidden in Plain 
Sight will be set up to highlight how drug para-
phernalia can be hidden in bedrooms by teens.

Native American
Storytelling

The RHAM Middle School Inquiry Academy 
will hold a presentation of Native American 
storytelling and Indigenous art at Marlborough 
Arts Center, 231 North Main St., Marlborough, 
on Saturday, April 20, from noon-3 p.m. 

Native American children’s stories will be 
read from noon-1 p.m. Presentations on Indig-
enous art and essays on native oral traditions 
will continue from 1-2 p.m. and there will be 
an open gallery of student art from 2-3 p.m. On 
display will be student examples of Molas, an ar-
tistic tradition of the Kuna people of Panama, as 
well as Boruca masks from Costa Rica.

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
We now offer water mitigation.

CALL TODAY

BOE Adopts 2% Budget Increase
By Michael Sinkewicz

The RHAM Board of Education (BOE) this 
week unanimously approved its budget for the 
2024-25 fiscal year.

Following a public hearing on April 1, the 
BOE advanced a $31.79 million spending plan 
— a $654,406, or a 2.1%, increase over current-
year spending.

The bottom-line figure is broken down into 
an operating budget of $32.29 million — an in-
crease of $695,619 over the 2023-24 budget — 
and a capital improvement plan of $499,777 — a 
decrease of $41,213.

Overall, the total budget proposal is roughly 
$165,000 less than the original blueprint pre-
sented by Superintendent of Schools Colin Mc-
Namara to the BOE in January.

The savings was largely due to an increase in 
antiquated revenue next year, according to Mc-
Namara.

The school chief applauded the efforts from 
the board and school administrators who helped 
minimize the budget request, conveying that the 
district has a “demonstrated history of fiscal re-
sponsibility.”

“I am pleased that the proposed budget of a 2.1 
[percentage increase] is reasonable con-sidering 
our current circumstances,” McNamara said.

In addition, each of the three member towns 
will see substantial savings on their individual 

levies, without impacting the 2024-25 budget 
request.

Following the completion of the 2022-23 audit 
in February, the BOE voted to allocate the maxi-
mum allowable amount (2% of total operating 
budget, or $609,720) of the district’s surplus to its 
capital non-recurring account. That funding will 
address needs at the school’s athletic com-plex.

An additional $830,212 from the surplus was 
allocated as a credit to offset each member town’s 
levy for next fiscal year. So, while the budget ex-
penditures remain the same in the budget, the 
town’s are essentially paying less money than 
they were initially expecting in 2024-25.

Andover was given $119,800, further reduc-
ing its levy to a $343,307 decrease compared to 
current-year spending; Hebron was earmarked 
$410,291, shrinking its budget increase to $97,521; 
Marlborough was allotted $300,122, bringing its 
2024-25 budget increase down to $69,979.

“It reduces the amount the towns owe us,” Mc-
Namara said during phone call this week. “It’s 
beneficial for all the towns.”

Over 70% of the budget is represented by sala-
ries and benefits — both of which increased this 
fiscal year. However, the district experienced a 
combination of factors that minimized the total 
request, McNamara said.

Notably, the town’s yearly bond payments 

linked to school renovations, that occurred 
about 20 years ago, are decreasing. This year, the 
bill dropped by $655,900 — a “huge” benefit for 
the district, according to McNamara.

While enrollment has dropped in recent years, 
RHAM is expecting a significant upswing in stu-
dents over the next two decades. Accordingly, 
McNamara asserted that he doesn’t want to “evis-
cerate” staffing levels. Still, the district looks to 
identify savings when personnel changes pop up.

For example, two full-time employees — a 
social studies teacher and study hall monitor 
— are retiring, and their positions will not be 
filled moving forward. Creative scheduling and 
reshuf-fling students can help digest those types 
of transitions, McNamara added.

The district has also embraced a technology 
funding cycle that allows items such as Chrome-
books to be bought without a sizable budget 
spike in any given fiscal year.

During the meeting, McNamara stated that 
data from the CT Association of School Busi-
ness Officials indicated that the many school 
districts across the state are adopting relatively 
larg-er budget increases. While the informa-
tion doesn’t include every school district — data 
is volun-teered from individual schools — the 
available statistics show an average year-over-
year increase of over 4%.

“I’m really happy to be where we are,” he told 
the board.

For the three member towns, the RHAM bud-
get is the only spending plan local boards of se-
lectmen and finance have no input on, although 
residents elect their representatives on the re-
gional board. Still, McNamara — who is going 
through his second budget season since taking 
over the position — gives individual presenta-
tions to each town and attempts to collaborate 
with school and municipal officials.

“We certainly do our best to be a thoughtful 
partner with the towns,” he explained, adding 
that the budget process should always involve ar-
ticulating what financial commitment is neces-
sary to adequately service students. “I say, ‘Here’s 
what we need.’”

Last year, residents approved the RHAM bud-
get proposal at the first referendum; Hebron was 
the only town where the nays outnumbered the 
yeas. Regardless, the spending plan had enough 
overall support to pass.

While McNamara and other board members 
will be barred from advocating for the spend-
ing plan prior to the referendum, he thanked the 
community for its past enthusiasm and interest 
with the district’s spending.

“Hopefully, that support will continue this 
budget cycle,” McNamara said.

Marlborough’s All-American Headed to New York

RHAM High School’s multi-sport star 
Troy Miller has committed to Hamilton 
College in New York.  

By Josh Howard
If it’s a sport, RHAM High School senior Troy 

Miller has probably played and excelled at it.
Along with being an All-American soccer 

player, Miller, a Marlborough resident, scored 
over 1,000 points on the basketball courts and 
posted a top-ten championship time for the 
school’s cross-country team.   

Miller has now committed to play soccer –– 
and possibly more –– at Hamilton College in 
Clinton, N.Y.

“When I went there, I just enjoyed the envi-
ronment and I felt like I could succeed there,” 
Miller said of Hamilton, annually ranked in the 
top-20 for liberal arts colleges in the nation. “It 
offered what I wanted both academically and 
athletically.”

After playing at Oakwood Soccer Club for 
over a dozen seasons, Miller decided to shift 
course and play for his hometown for his final 
high school soccer season this past all.

“A lot of friends in school play on the team, 
and I wanted to have that experience,” noted 
Miller. “I didn’t want to walk away from high 
school with any regrets, and honestly that one 
high school season was some of the most fun 
I’ve had playing soccer my whole life.”

RHAM boys’ soccer head coach Ray Bell said 
that, along with a tremendous amount of skill, 
Miller brought a “competitive fire and energy” 
to the team. 

“He has that drive to compete and it’s all 
about winning for him,” added Bell. “He is very 
competitive, and I think that is one of the things 
that make him such a good athlete.”

Miller’s decision to play for RHAM paid ma-

jor dividends in the win column as the Raptors 
captured a regular season conference crown, 
finishing undefeated in the Central Connecti-
cut Conference (CCC) East, and won 15 total 
games, including three in the Class M tourna-
ment to advance to the state semifinals. 

Along with powering the Raptors offense 
with 22 goals and six assists, he was also at his 
best in the most clutch moments, scoring nine 
game-deciding goals.

Following his fruitful senior season, Miller 
was showered with accolades. 

He was named All-CCC, selected to the 
Connecticut High School Coaches Associa-
tion (CHSCA) All-State team, made All-New 
England, and was one of only 80 players in the 
country to earn All-American status from the 
United Soccer Coaches Association. 

Miller said that being honor as an All-Amer-
ican was a rewarding way to cap his high school 
soccer career.   

“It showed what I could do when I put my 
mind to it,” he stated. “It was nice to see all the 
hard work that I’ve put in my whole life pay off.”

But soccer only tells a fraction of Miller’s sto-
ry in the athletic arena. 

As a junior, he led the pack for a Raptors 
cross-country team that placed 7th overall at 
both the CCC championship and Class MM 
state competition. Miller placed a team-best 
24th and 22nd, respectively, at the events and 
his time of 17:38 at the 2022 Wickham Park 
Invitational remains the tenth fastest time on a 
championship course in program history. 

On the basketball courts this past winter, he 
scored 23.5 points per game and averaged 7 

rebounds, 3.4 assists, and 3.3 steals during his 
senior season as the Raptors won 13 games and 
nearly knocked off top-seeded Manchester in 
the second round of the Division II state tour-
nament. 

During his four-year career on the hardwood 
at RHAM, Miller never missed a game and 
scored at least one point in all 82 high school 
contests, finishing with 1,277 points.   

After he eclipsed 1,000 points this season, 
RHAM boys’ basketball coach Todd Dean called 
Miller a “superb athlete” that possesses both the 
right skillset and mindset. 

“He’s a real competitor,” added Dean. “I wish 
I had 12 to 14 of those type of guys that compete 
like that.”

Miller noted that basketball was his “first 
love” and a passion that he hasn’t closed the 
door on, stating that his plan is to walk on for 
the basketball team at Hamilton following his 
first collegiate soccer season. 

And if anyone can play multiple sports in col-
lege, it’s Miller. 

This spring, he is playing lacrosse at RHAM, 
ending his high school athletic career “by doing 
something for the first time. I like to have new 
experiences.”

“Being a multi-sport athlete was one of my 
biggest enjoyments,” added Miller. “I wanted to 
play as many sports while I can in high school 
because I knew I would never get that chance 
back.”

Bell said that along with being a “good team-
mate” and “very coachable”, Miller is also “re-
flective” on and off the field.   

“Maybe that’s why he is so successful, because 
he has those other skills sets from those other 
sports,” added Bell. 

On top of all the athletic achievements, Miller 
was also selected All-CCC Academic and is a 
member of National Honor Society. 

This fall, Marlborough’s All-American will 
join be joining a Hamilton soccer program that 
plays in the New England Small College Athlet-
ic Conference (NESCAC) and are led by long-
time coach Perry Nizzi, who has been with the 
program since 1997 and has amassed over 200 
career wins. 

Miller, who is leaning toward majoring in 
economics, added that he ultimately chose 
Hamilton for the many opportunities it present-
ed in athletics and beyond.  

“I only know Connecticut and my small town 
of Marlborough, so just meeting new people 
and playing with a bunch of other talented guys 
is going to be a great experience,” he added. 
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 7

Congratulations to the UConn men and 
women!!

Both the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams are playing in their respective Final 
Fours this weekend – the women on Friday 
and the men on Saturday. That is just very 
cool – particularly for the women who, frank-
ly, weren’t expected to get this far.

Can this be a repeat of 2014’s “Two-Conn,” 
when both teams won national champion-
ship? One can only hope! 

Go Huskies!
* * *

This sounds pretty grool.
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) in East Hampton has announced 
what its summer musical is going to be this 
year: Mean Girls.

It’s particularly timely, as the movie adapta-
tion of the hit Broadway musical hit theaters 
earlier this year, and is currently streaming 
on Paramount+. I saw the movie adaptation 
when it hit theaters in January. I was, and still 
am, a big fan of the original 2004 Tina Fey-
penned movie, and I thought it translated to 
a musical very nicely. The songs were clever 
and catchy, and the performances were solid.  

With Fey again writing the script for this 
movie (just as she wrote the book for the orig-
inal Broadway adaptation), there were plenty 
of laugh-out-loud moments. Yes, several of 
the jokes were recycled from the original film, 
but hey, if it ain’t broke, why fix it? 

My biggest complaint is I wish there were a 
few more songs in the movie. After all, it is a 
musical. I’ve read, however, that several of the 
Broadway original’s songs were excised from 
the movie, so I have to imagine they’d be fea-
tured in the YPCCA production.

YPCCA will perform Mean Girls July 18-21 
at East Hampton High School. And if you’re 

a parent of a teen in grades 6-12, there’s still 
plenty of time for them to sign up and audi-
tion!

The camp will run daily, Monday through 
Friday, from June 27-July 23, at EHHS. Audi-
tions for Mean Girls are held one week be-
fore camp begins.  

Mornings at the camp will be devoted to 
workshops in skills that include acting, show 
choir, dance, stage make-up, voice, and stage 
combat. Afternoons at camp are spent in re-
hearsals for Mean Girls. 

While auditions are necessary for lead roles 
in the musical, they’re not mandatory to take 
part in YPCCA camp. Students who don’t au-
dition will still be featured in the ensemble.

Is your teen not interested in acting? There 
will be plenty of opportunities to learn behind-
the-scenes skills involved in theater work and 
many campers work as stage and set crew.

Registration and more information on the 
camp is available by visiting www.ypcca.org. 
And if you register by May 1, tuition will be 
$625 for the four weeks. Scholarships are also 
available for students with financial need. 
Email info@ypcca.org for more information.

Reporters of mine who have attended YPC-
CA shows in the past have always had a good 
time. Teens come from not just East Hampton 
but all over the area to take part in camp, and 
the end result is always a high-quality produc-
tion.

So I have little doubt that, this summer, 
YPCCA will definitely be able to make fetch 
happen.

* * *
Lastly, happy anniversary to the creation of 

the Civilian Conservation Corps – a very nice 
initiative that provided millions of Americans 
with much-needed work during the Great De-

Bulletin Board
There’s been a lot in the news lately about artificial intelligence, popularly referred to as AI. 

It’s actually reached the point that our national politicians have decided to address the issue. I 
guess this is supposed to be reassuring.

Yes, friends. I’m skeptical.
Not to stray too far off topic, but am I the only one who finds it amusing that Congress has 

taken it upon itself to grapple with the ramifications of AI? Call me jaded, but it seems to me, 
based on events of the last few years, that if there’s a problem involving intelligence in this 
country, Congress is probably the last place you’d want to go for a rational assessment.

So, just what is artificial intelligence anyway?  
There was a time when I would have defined “artificial intelligence” as ignorant people who 

actually think they know what they’re talking about. Like all too many of our congressmen, 
for instance. A subcategory might be folks like myself who simply pretend we know what we’re 
talking about. We actually know we’re phonies, but we don’t care.

(In my defense, I feel I should get a little forbearance for being able to admit it. And, of 
course, I’m not in a position to pass legislation forcing the public to abide by my foolish 
demands,  though I will admit I find the idea of forced compliance with my every whim more 
than a little appealing on a whole host of levels.)

Some of you may have personally come into contact with another form of artificial intelli-
gence while sitting around with your friends in college (or, these days, the 6th grade) smoking 
marijuana and delving into the arcane workings of the universe. Ah, the number and variety 
of astonishingly ridiculous revelations that have emerged from such gatherings over the years! 
If only we could remember them.

Now, of course, AI refers primarily to machines (for lack of a better word) that can do our 
thinking for us. Considering that 90 percent of our popular television shows these days seem 
to feature people with missing teeth who wander around in swamps shooting alligators, and 
bachelors and bachelorettes who think it’s a good idea to marry somebody they’ve known 
since yesterday afternoon without first demanding a venereal disease test … well, I can’t help 
but wonder if maybe we’d be better off if machines did all of our thinking for us, but I’m too 
damn proud to ask Siri.

My own battle with AI (aside from the occasional need for assistance at those automatic 
checkout stations at places like Home Depot) revolves around my laptop computer. I should 
note here, if it’s not already painfully obvious, that I am not a techie. I use my laptop mostly as 
a typewriter and to browse the internet in search of universal truths (not much luck with the 
latter, at least so far). So my demands and needs are pretty modest.

Unfortunately, it seems that the brain that resides in my laptop (or the remote godhead that 
rules it from afar) feels that it knows what I want better than I do. So it’s constantly auto-
correcting things that are already perfectly fine in my opinion; erasing lines of text for no 
discernible reason; harassing me with pop-up boxes offering services and assistance I have 
no interest in; freezing my activities while it provides updates I don’t want or need; randomly 
moving the cursor to various parts of the document while I am typing; scaring the crap out of 
me by abruptly breaking in to read documents aloud; and just generally interfering with what 
I want to do.

Just as an example, just now, as I was typing these thoughts, the computer erased three lines 
of particularly brilliant observations for no particular reason. Now you may view that as a 
public service, but I find it damned annoying.

I am told by experts in this field (my children) that there is no malice involved in my ongo-
ing struggles (at least on the computer’s end of it). In fact, they assure  me, the computer is 
merely trying to be helpful.

I am reminded of a cartoon I once saw of an eager Boy Scout dragging an old lady across a 
four-lane highway—a good deed she is frantically but futilely struggling to resist.

I seem to remember thinking it was funny.
Jim Hallas

CERT Supports Andover 5K… Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
members from Andover, Hebron and Marlborough provided traffic control on Easter 
morning at the “Hopping Hodges 5K Run” in Andover. In addition to providing 
support services for fire departments in Andover, Hebron and Marlborough, CERT 
members also provide traffic safety control for events such as local road races.

Bridge Over Troubled Hebron
To the Editor:

This is not about the bridge. On March 26, a 
majority of the members of Hebron’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission voted to approve the 
use of a modern fiberglass pedestrian bridge 
partially located in the Hebron Green National 
Register Historic District. This came despite re-
quests to explore alternatives from members of 
the public, as well as the chair of the Historic 
Properties Commission who submitted a letter 
stating, “The HPC would prefer wood over fi-
berglass.” But again, this is not about the bridge.

This is about Hebron’s town officials and their 
response to the concerns of residents and its 
own committees. Interestingly, our town charter 
does not include a definition of a public hearing. 
Fortunately, the United States Code of Federal 
Regulations includes one for federal projects:

§ 327.3 Definitions.
“(a) Public hearing means a public proceed-

ing conducted for the purpose of acquiring in-
formation or evidence which will be considered 
in evaluating a proposed DA permit action, or 
Federal project, and which affords the public 
an opportunity to present their views, opinions, 
and information on such permit actions or Fed-
eral projects.”

However, at the March 26 public hearing, 
when given multiple opportunities by the PZC 
to consider input from the public and explore 
options for a more historically sensitive solu-
tion, town staff flatly rejected the ideas. This 

Invest in the American People
To the Editor:

“Researchers estimate that if the top 1% of 
Americans paid the full amount of taxes they 
owed, it would raise $175 billion a year. That’s 
just unpaid taxes. Not new or higher taxes. How 
about we make them pay their fair share and use 
the money to invest in the American people?” 
-- Robert Reich, Berkeley professor, former U.S. 
secretary of labor

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Marlborough Taxes
To the Editor:

Ok…. so the proposed Marlborough tax in-
crease has been “slashed” from 9.24% to only 
8.92%.

That means that the tax increase on my home 
will only go up by $522 instead of $540. That’s a 
huge relief!

Of course, many in town will see a much larg-
er tax increase, depending on the assessment 
on their homes. And those increases will have 
varying impacts on people, depending on their 
individual situations. I truly feel concerned 
for those on fixed incomes or who are already 
struggling to get by in this economy.

But seriously, it will be up to you to decide if 
you want to support this budget when you go 
to vote at the referendum on May 7, or if you 
decide to send it back. Please stay informed and 
involved.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

NOW HIRING A Service Technician  – CALL TO INQUIRE!
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

C
IT

3-
28

-2
4

BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S1-0409939

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

NOW SERVICING & INSTALLING
A/C SYSTEMS!

ALL AGES WELCOME AT:
The Douglas Hebron Library 

Wednesdays 1:00-3:00pm
Beginning April 3rd to April 17th

— No Appointment Necessary —

Have Questions About Have Questions About 
Your Future or Current Your Future or Current 

Retirement Needs?Retirement Needs?
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It’s never too 
early to plan

your retirement.

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Stop Killing Our Whales!
To the Editor:

In the past few years there has been a large 
increase in the number of dead whales washing 
up on our beaches here on the east coast. Two 
hundred fourteen dead whales have washed 
ashore in the past seven years. Who knows how 
many have washed out to sea? Most have been 
humpback whales and some have been the en-
dangered right whales. Numerous numbers of 
dead birds have also been seen around these off-
shore wind mills.

If you do a search on the cause of these deaths 
you’ll be told that the cause is from boats and 
fishing gear. Where do you think these search 
engines get this information from? They get 
their information from the government. So 
it must be true. If you’re gullible then you can 
accept that answer. Those that are not gullible 
believe it’s from all these “nice” offshore wind 
farms. From talking with a person that has 
worked in electrical power lines for numerous 
years, he told me that the testing procedures to 
determine the composition of the ocean floor 
and what these power lines discharge under wa-
ter are the main reason for these dead whales. 

Who can we blame? Maybe our elected offi-
cials? It makes me wonder how an elected poli-
tician that has an annual salary a little less than 
$200,000 increases their net worth by 2 to 3 mil-
lion dollars every year. Maybe they own some 
sort of manufacturing business?

 Frank Blume – Colchester

How Gullible
To the Editor:

So far, I have not heard it noted that the for-
mer president’s stock trading on the NASDAQ 
is a blatant scam to circumvent election fun-
draising laws. But it is. The Federal Election 
Commission regulates campaign finance law, 
including setting campaign contribution limits 
for individuals and groups. But candidates can 
spend their own personal funds on their cam-
paign without limits. Offering his company’s 
stock to the public is a clever but transparent 
way around these contribution rules! It dupes 
the foolish into paying Trump’s bills for him. 
Once again, he is playing the system to his ad-
vantage, regardless of its effect on anyone else. 

One Truth Social user urged conservatives to 
“get behind the DJT stock and send it over $100 
per share” to “drive the liberals insane!” Anoth-
er declared: “Get yourself a piece of #DJT stock 

Check Your Own Facts
To the Editor:

What is it with conservative writers? Why are 
they so allergic to checking the facts before sub-
mitting their letters? Last week it was C. Anne 
Johnson. This week it’s Colin McNamara. Please 
folks, check your own damned facts. I’m getting 
tired of doing it for you!

Mr. McNamara claims that the CDC released 

Cabaret Thank You
To the Editor:

Thank you to all who attended and supported 
the East Hampton High School Music Boosters 
“A Very Gatsby Cabaret” fundraiser at EHHS on 
March 27. The Boosters support the EHHS Mu-
sic Dept., and the annual Cabaret is the group’s 
largest fundraiser. Attendees enjoyed dinner 
and both vocal and musical performances by 
talented student musicians. The event gives 
students the chance to shine individually or in 
small groups in a way that is not always possible 
at the concerts held during the year. Raffle priz-
es donated by many local businesses and fami-
lies were given out throughout the evening. The 
EHHS Music Boosters would like to thank the 
following for their generous donations which 
helped make the evening such a success:

Belltown Therapeutic Massage and Wellness, 
Black Walnut Bakery, Cara Mia Skincare Stu-
dio, Congregational Church of East Hampton 
UCC, Creative Nails, Dairy Queen, Dexter’s 
Tunes, Tales and Ales, The Hamptons Pet Sup-
plies, Fields Family, Jim E Jive Hot Sauce - The 
Taylor Family, Kickback n Bowl, Laboy Family, 
Lakeside Bar and Grill, Little Fish Gallery and 
Gifts, Loco Perro, Middlesex Music Academy, 
Nafis Family, Paul’s and Sandy’s Too, Pizzaria 
Da Vinci, Spooner Family, Stop and Shop, Tang 
Asia Bistro, Ten Summit Yoga and Earth Based 
Wellness, Town Tavern, Two Brothers Cafe, 

Easter Bunny Event Thanks
To rhe Editor: 
Members of the East Hampton High School 

Project Graduation committee would like to 
express their most sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to Paul’s & Sandy’s Too, Hardware and Gar-
den Center, 93 East High St. in East Hampton, 
for their generous donation and for hosting the 
Pictures With The Easter Bunny event March 
24. Special thanks also goes to Linda Demick 
who volunteered as the guest of honor. Her son 
teaches at EHHS. The free event drew dozens of 
families, children and even pets for some very 
memorable pictures. All donations went to help 
EHHS Project Graduation. It was a fantastic, 
fun and very successful experience for all. The 
Easter Bunny would like to stop in at Paul’s & 
Sandy’s Too again next year! EHHS Project 
Graduation plans and hosts an exciting, sub-
stance-free, all-night graduation party for East 
Hampton High School graduates to celebrate 
their accomplishment each year. To donate, visit 
ehhsprojectgraduation.com.

Again, huge thanks to Paul’s & Sandy’s Too 
and to Linda Demick for their kindness, hard 
work and help in hosting the Easter Bunny 
event. 

Thank You, 
Mary Milewski, Volunteer
EHHS Project Graduation

Walt Jedziniak Photography, YPCCA.
On behalf of the EHHS Music Dept, thank 

you to everyone who performed, attended, vol-
unteered, made food, and donated time and 
prizes!

Sincerely,
Nancy Nafis

EHHS Music Boosters 
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

unfortunate situation could have been avoided 
if the town had followed its own guidelines. 
Hebron’s “Guidelines for Community Site and 
Architectural Design,” page 12, clearly states, 
“Chapter 1: Integration – It shall be recognized 
that each property contributes to the future of 
Hebron, regardless of size, scale and use, and 
shall be planned through a collaborative process 
with staff, land use commissions and the pub-
lic.” Hopefully, this bridge over troubled water 
can offer a learning experience to town officials 
and residents alike.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

if you’re a true MAGA supporter.” However, a 
professor and expert on initial public offer-
ings of stock at the University of Florida’s War-
rington College of Business said, “I think there 
is a possibility of, sooner or later, the stock price 
falling by 95%,” Another financial expert said, 
“Like any meme stock or fad, as long as there’s a 
greater fool to buy you out for what you paid for 
it, then you can continue to prosper.” 

Trump will prosper on the backs of the fools 
who believe him. Trump will sell his shares, pos-
sibly making many millions of dollars to pay his 
legal debts and fund his campaign. His duped 
supporters will have made these illicit campaign 
contributions and then end up holding the bag 
when the music stops. Such are the people who 
believe that Trump cares about them.

John Barnowski – Colchester
Tuna Casserole

To the Editor:
One evening a harried mother called her fam-

ily inside to get their input on what to have for 
dinner. Each family member would have their 
say but, tuna casserole was on the menu. Two 
wanted cheeseburgers, one wanted big salads, 
another mashed potatoes and peas, while Dad 
wanted steak with fresh caramelized onions. 
Mother looked perturbed. Her face went yellow 
and her mouth twitched. She snapped defiantly 
at her family that they were having tuna casse-
role. Additionally, it had been planned for two 
weeks now, albeit never really mentioned.

The group was stunned by her news and reac-
tion. Finally the eldest child spoke. “If the deal 
was already done, why did you ask for our opin-
ions? And secondly, after allowing us to speak, 
why are you so angry that nobody asked for 
tuna casserole? We have all these nice greens in 
the garden, including potatoes yet you choose 
tuna casserole for super?”

The group turned on their heels and headed 
back outside, but they did not resume their 
game. Each wandered off alone, licking their 
wounds, trying not to turn against their mother, 
or let their resentments, to the situation, turn 
into malice.

Five friends, from three states, mentioned 
their own disappointing public hearings on 
projects where town officials were annoyed by 
public opinion. The ink was dry and the meet-
ings seemed merely to pay lip service to pub-
lic input, thus leaving residents no say in any 
avoidable project shortcomings.

On a lighter note have you noticed the out-
standing stonework being done on Church 
Street, in Amston? Rain or shine these guys are 
out there showing us the artistry, and beauty, 
of working with local materials. Masons, like 
these, along with local timber framers, could, 
probably, have created a more appropriate foot-
bridge for Hebron’s Historic District. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23

HOPE AFTER LOSS GROUP  TriCircle 
support groups provide a safe, confidential, and 
supportive environment after having a loved 
one(s) die from a drug/alcohol related passing. 
Every three weeks 6-7:30pm. Every Monday 
rotating in 3 locations. Virtual option available. 
www.tricircle.org 860-349-7074 ana@tricircle.org

HOPE & SUPPORT GROUP TriCircle 
Hope Support Groups provide a confidential, 
and supportive environment for parents, 
guardians, and loved one(s) who have someone 
affected by the disease of addiction. Every 
Thursday 6-7:30pm rotating in 3 locations. For 
a virtual option email ana@tricircle.org www.
tricircle.org 860-349-7074

For more information on advertising your 
“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Online Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

an entirely redacted, 148-page report on the re-
lationship of a COVID vaccine and myocarditis. 
Snopes says, “False.” Yes, there was an entirely 
redacted document, but it was not such a report. 
Instead, it was a collection of inter- and intra-
agency communications exempt from Freedom 
of Information requests.

He claims that the COVID vaccine inserts are 
entirely blank. AP News says, “False.” Instead, 
for the duration of the vaccine’s emergency 
use authorization, with information changing 
quickly, the inserts simply pointed to the up-
do-date information online.

And he claims that Pfizer petitioned the court 
to keep their COVID vaccine trial data secret 
for 75 years. Again, false. Snopes explains that 
the FDA (not Pfizer) responded to a Freedom 
of Information Act request with their standard 
schedule of releasing 500 pages per month. But 
because the request was so broad – over 300,000 
pages – it would take decades to complete. A 
judge ruled that they must go much faster, com-
pleting in eight months.

It only took me a few minutes to look these 
things up, read the articles, and understand 
that Mr. McNamara was putting his faith in un-
trustworthy sources. Why couldn’t he check this 
on his own? Why couldn’t Ms. Johnson? Why 
can’t so many regular conservative writers? If 
you don’t want to look idiotic, check your own 
damned facts before publishing them!

(References: letters.sauyet.com/#2024-04-05/)
Sincerely,

Scott Sauyet – Andover
Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Dem-

ocratic Town Committee and a member of the 
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing 
as an individual.

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Read

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE4-5-2447 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, 4/5 “A-Frame”
Friday, 4/12 “The Back Nine”

Friday, 4/19 “Distilled”

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Dine In • Take Out 
Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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BBQ Brunch
is on y’all!

Saturday, April 6th

11am - 2pm

THESHELTERPETPROJECT.ORG

LOGAN RYAN WITH LEO AND JULIUS: ADOPTED 2014 AND 2018. 
They’re a little bit of a lot of things, but they’re all pure love.

MY SHELTER PETS ARE
MY BIGGEST FANS
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On April 5, 1933, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt created the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, a public works program. It was part 
of FDR’s wonderful New Deal, and targeted 
single men, ages 18-25 years old, and World 
War I veterans who had difficulty finding jobs 
during the Great Depression. The program 
provided unskilled manual labor in environ-
mental conservation and the development of 
natural resources in rural lands.

According to CCC historian Marty Pod-
skoch of East Hampton, the program em-
ployed 3,463,766 men who worked a 40-hour 
week for $30 a month. The government sent 
$25 a month home to their parents, leaving 
the men $5 in spending money. It doesn’t 
sound like much money, and, even when ad-
justed for inflation, it’s not very much money. 
($30 a month in 1933 translates to $716 now.) 
But at a time when no one was able to find 
work, it was very welcome. 

The camps were run by the U.S. Army, 
which provided enrollees with food, clothing, 
shelter, and medical care.  

CCC camps were located in all 48 states; 
Alaska and Hawaii were still U.S. territories 
back then, but there were camps there too, as 
well as in fellow territories Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands (St. Thomas, St. John, 
St. Croix). There unfortunately were separate 
camps for white enrollees and Black enroll-
ees (it was still the 1930s, after all), as well as 
separate camps for unemployed veterans who 
served in World War I, and for Native Ameri-
cans who worked on tribal lands.

In Connecticut there were 21 CCC camps 
that were set up in these towns – including 
ones in Cobalt, East Hampton and Portland. 
The Army Government Dock in New London 
was the supply depot for all the Connecticut 
camps.

The CCC enrollees built trails, roads, parks, 
campsites and dams, stocked fish, built and 
maintained fire tower observers’ cabins and 
telephone lines, fought fires, and planted mil-
lions of trees.

With World War II underway, the CCC 
wrapped up in 1942. But, during its nine years 
of existence, CCC enrollees throughout the 
country were credited with renewing the na-
tion’s decimated forests by planting an estimat-
ed three billion trees, according to Podskoch. 
Podskoch added the men also built hundreds 
of state and national parks, with cabins, artifi-
cial lakes and water supply systems. In fact, he 
noted, much of the infrastructure in the U.S. 
National Park Service was created using CCC 
labor. 

Podskoch said CCC enrollees built more 
than 3,000 fire towers, constructed 46,854 
bridges and 125,000 miles of roads, built 
13,100 miles of foot trails, stocked 972 million 
fish, and improved 40 million acres of farm-
land. And if that’s not enough, the education 
program taught approximately 110,000 illiter-
ate enrollees to read and write.

In short, it was a great program, created by 
a great president. Happy 91st birthday, CCC.

* * *
See you next week.

Supports RFK Jr.
To the Editor:

It’s 2024 and the presidential election is loom-
ing. Many people believe Biden and Trump are 
the only options. You can’t really blame most as 
everyone is busy with the day-to-days of life, 
family, kids, school, bills, etc. Add to that the 
mainstream media pushing the narrative that 
these are only the two candidates we have. 

Most people feel that neither Biden nor 
Trump is a good candidate, with good reason. 
Biden’s approval ratings are in the mid-high 30s, 
while Trump’s approval ratings are in the low 
40s. And Trump is, well, Trump. Like many I 
can’t bring myself to vote for him no matter how 
many of his policies I may agree with. Biden 
shows clear signs of cognitive decline; that ob-
jectivity can’t be argued with.

Kennedy spent 40 years as a highly successful 
environmental lawyer. During that time, he was 
fighting some of the most powerful companies 
who have polluted so much of this great coun-
try. RFK Jr’s dedicated and hard work was piv-
otal in the clean-up of the Hudson River.

Kennedy is also willing to speak the unpopu-
lar truth. That big business with their millions 
of dollars funneled to political campaigns and 
media advertising, controls politics and the me-
dia. How many times have you heard “Brought 
to you by Pfizer”?

Kennedy is often portrayed as being anti-vax 
or anti-gay or whatever the mainstream narra-
tive chooses. Usually this is done by clipping a 
sentence from what Kennedy says and spinning 
it as unfavorably as possible. The topics that 
Kennedy is speaking out on are highly nuanced, 
and not something that can be summed up with 
carefully chosen two sentences in the way the 
media chooses to do.

I think it’s time people learn about the real 
RFK Jr. and not just how the mainstream media 
chooses to portray him as.

Doug Kapell – East Hampton

Clinton on Immigrants
To the Editor:

“All Americans, not only in the states most 
heavily affected but in every place in this coun-
try, are rightly disturbed by the large numbers of 
illegal aliens entering our country. The jobs they 
hold might otherwise be held by citizens or legal 
immigrants. The public services they use pose 
burdens on our tax payers. That’s why our ad-
ministration has moved aggressively to secure 
our borders more by hiring a record number of 
new border guards, by deporting twice as many 
criminal aliens as ever before, by cracking down 
on illegal hiring, by barring welfare benefits to 
illegal aliens, and the budget I will present to 
you will try to do more to speed the deportation 
of illegal aliens who are arrested for crimes and 
better identify illegal aliens in the workplace, as 
recommended by the commission headed by 
former Congresswomen Barbara Jordan. We are 
a nation of immigrants, but we are also a nation 
of laws. It is wrong and ultimately self-defeating 
for a nation of immigrants to permit the kind 
of abuse of immigration laws that we have seen 
in recent years and we must do more to stop it.” 
-- William Jefferson Clinton, State of the Union 
Speech, 1995.

What a xenophobe and racist. But how about 
that libido?

And, as an aside, March 31, 2024, was not 
only Easter and Transgender Visibility Day, it 
was also Al Gore Day. That’s the day I go out-
side and start all of my gas powered landscaping 
equipment (tractor, chainsaws, brush cutters, 
brush mower, lawn mower, log splitters, wood 
chipper, leaf blower, and garden tiller) for no 
reason whatsoever. It’s like being the conductor 
of a hydrocarbon symphony...

I hope everyone enjoyed their colored eggs on 
Sunday. Oops, sorry. I meant “eggs of color”…

Keep Workin’ It,
Ed Kozlowski – Colchester

Thanks, Colchester
Garden Club

To the Editor:
The Colchester Garden Club provided a valu-

able service by holding a presentation by Dr. 
Gale Ridge, expert on invasive jumping worms 
from the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station, March 25 at Colchester’s Cragin Me-
morial Library. Dr. Ridge works to raise public 
awareness about how we can avoid spreading 
these worms as this is currently the main means 
of control.

The worms are now in the form of tiny eggs 
in cocoons, the size of poppy seeds. Thus, they 
are unknowingly spread in dirt, mulch, potted 
plants, and compost. Once hatched, jumping 
worms eat all organic matter in topsoil, prevent-
ing plants from sprouting or growing. (Some 
cocoons take years before hatching.) Check 
the online Experiment Station’s Fact Sheets on 
Jumping Worms in CT for prevention tips and 
updates.

Our forests’ ecosystems are the most harmed 
by jumping worms. I learned at the presentation 
to make sure the soles of my hiking shoes are 
clean before walking into woods and to have a 
plastic bag to put shoes in after hiking (and also 
another clean pair of shoes). Let hiking shoes 
dry indoors and brush off all dirt into trash, or 
wash bottom of shoes in sink. Not to use any 
worms as bait when fishing in remote areas 
(jumping worms are sometimes with regular 
bait worms) and never dump any unused bait 
worms in water or on land. 

If one knows their vegetable garden contains 
jumping worms, roto-tilling between mid-May 
to early June will kill juvenile worms before 
they multiply. Finally, some encouraging news. 
Dr. Josef Gorres in Vermont is experimenting 
with a fungus that, mixed with millet as the bait, 
would be destructive to jumping worms. Hats 
off to Drs. Gorres and Ridge, the Colchester 
Garden Club, and to You, too, for your efforts to 
help save nature! 

Sincerely,
Ann Zitkus – Hebron

International TDOV
To the Editor:

March 31st is Anesthesia Tech Day. Cesar 
Chavez Day. Dance Marathon Day. Eiffel Tower 
Day. International Hug A Medievalist Day. In-
ternational Transgender Day Of Visibility. Na-
tional “She’s Funny That Way” Day. National 
Bunsen Burner Day. National Clams On The 
Half Shell Day. National Crayon Day. National 
Prom Day. National Tater Day. Terri’s Day. 
World Backup Day. There are 233 March Na-
tional Days to celebrate during the year’s third 
month.

Easter is celebrated the first Sunday follow-
ing the first full moon that happens on or after 
the spring equinox. This formula created by the 
Council of Nicaea, who determined that almost 
every Easter between 1600 and 2900 will fall on 
a Sunday between March 22 and April 25. Eas-
ter occurs on March 31 nine times between the 
years 1900 and 2100.

 International Trans Day of Visibility (TDOV) 
was created in 2009 by trans advocate Rachel 
Crandall. Crandall, the head of Transgender 
Michigan, created TDOV in response to the 
overwhelming majority of media stories about 
transgender people being focused on violence. 
She hoped to create a day where people could 
celebrate the lives of transgender people, while 
still acknowledging that due to discrimination, 
not every trans person can or wants to be vis-
ible. 

President Biden issues a proclamation for 
TDOV 2024 and this year TDOV and Easter 
happen on the same day. It’s happened before 
(not Biden’s fault) and will happen again (won’t 
be Biden’s fault). Could someone please explain 
to me what the problem is? Is there anything 
else that you’re being told “you need to be mad” 
about? That you “need” to “blame” on someone?

“Speak for those without a voice...their right 
to be treated with dignity, their right to equal-
ity of opportunity, their right to be educated.” 
Malala Yousafzai.

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover

three feet lower than the lowest basement. Se-
lectmen at the time, however, were concerned 
about providing the manpower and any damage 
that could be caused by pumping out the pond. 
A special town meeting was held in September 
of that year, and by tight 67-55 vote, residents 
approved lowering the water level. 

Ketch mentioned that it could be a huge help 
to have a similar plan and make it an immediate 

priority.   
“We can see disaster approaching and we 

are trying to be proactive and prevent that, but 
again, we need help from our community,” said 
Vamos. “I remember my dad telling me once, 
‘Neighbors help neighbors.’ I am taking that to 
heart and asking for help for my neighborhood.” 

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover
$Portland Flooding cont. from page 1
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Lunch – happy hour
Dinner SpeciaLS
Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge

112 Halls Hill Road
Colchester

860-531-9160
www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —

Check Out 
Our New 

Lounge Menu 
Downstairs!

LIVE MUSIC
in the downstairs lounge

Friday, 4/5, 9:00pm
“DJ Sad Boy”

Saturday, 4/6, 8:00pm
“F & Blues”

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS AEVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS ANaturehood

DiscoverTheForest.org

11/13 Pickering St., Portland • 860-342-0612
Hrs. Tues.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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Turkey Season Opens Soon!
STOP IN FOR

Camo Pants, Shirts, Headnets, 
Sweatshirts, Gloves, Jackets, 

Coveralls, Raingear, Muck Boots, 
Face Paint and so much more...
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

R
E1

1-
3-

23

15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales

Vocal Chords Spring Concert 

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords will hold its spring concert on Saturday, May 
4, at 7 p.m., at Portland High School.

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 
(MHVC) will hold its spring concert, “Shar-
ing Our Love of Music,” on Saturday, May 4, at 
7 p.m., at Portland High School, 95 High St., 
Portland.

All are invited to this evening of music as 
MHVC’s 90-voice chorus and 10-piece orches-
tra perform a variety of songs. Music director 
Samuel Tucker has arranged an eclectic pro-
gram that highlights the talents of this chorus. 
Musical pieces include patriotic arrangements 
“The Battle Hymn” and “An American Trilogy,” 
old favorites “When the Saints go Marching In,” 
“Bridge Over Troubled Water” and “Singing 

in the Rain,” and newer pieces like “A Million 
Dreams” and a medley from The Temptations. 
Alan Dougherty is accompanist. 

Proceeds from the concert are returned to the 
community in the form of scholarships present-
ed to graduating Middlesex County high school 
seniors pursuing a career in music or nursing. 
Thus far, MHVC has awarded $84,500, not in-
cluding the scholarships that we will present at 
this spring concert.  

Tickets are $25. Call 860-347-2787 or 860-
342-3120 for tickets or visit www.vocalcho-
rds20.org. People are also invited to follow 
MHVC on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.

Spring Rec Soccer Registration
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has opened 

registration for the Spring 2024 Recreational 
Soccer Season. Deadline is Sunday, April 7. To 
register, visit clubs.bluesombrero.com/port-
landsoccerclub.  

Player fees are $75 for all Rec divisions. Late 
registrations are not guaranteed and will be 
charged a late fee of $30 if accepted. Refunds 
will be given for anyone not placed on a team. 
Uniforms/jerseys are provided to all divisions, 
and a ball will also be provided to pre-k players. 
The spring season will run eight weeks, begin-
ning in late April and ending early June.  All Rec 
activities take place at the Portland Recreational 
Complex.   

Practice/game session start/end times are 
TBD, with all Saturday activities ending by 
12:30 p.m. or earlier.  PSC said it expects to op-
erate Six Rec Divisions for the season as follows: 

(1) Pre-K - U4 (born 2020); (2) Dribbler - U5 
(born 2019) and U6 (born 2018); and (3) Kicker 
Divisions - U7 (born 2017), U8 (born 2016), 
and U9 (born 2015).  Pre-K and Dribblers will 
be Saturday-only.  Kickers will hold one-hour 
practice sessions on Wednesdays and have game 
sessions on Saturdays.   

PSC is a nonprofit, volunteer-driven organi-
zation. Volunteer coaches are needed, and prior 
coaching experience is not a requirement; PSC 
said it will help all coaches who volunteer. 

If you have any questions about coaching, 
contact any of the following club officials: Chad 
Wilson, President, nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 
205-999-8842; Chris Donahue, Vice President 
and Recreational Director, donahuecj@sbc-
global.net or 860-638-7400; Anne Whalen, Reg-
istrar, awhalen34@yahoo.com or 860-690-3414.  

Scholarship Offered by Portland Garden Clubs
Applications are now available for a $500 

scholarship offered by the Portland garden 
clubs.

The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-
ating high school senior who is a resident of 
Portland and has been accepted at an accredited 
college or post-secondary school, and plans to 
pursue a major in one of the following fields: 
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation, 
environmental studies, floriculture, forestry, hor-
ticulture, land management, landscape design, 
plant pathology or allied subject. Applicants 
must have a grade point average of at least 3.0.

 The scholarship is funded from the proceeds 
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden 
Club. The review committee will consider the 
applicant’s academic record, ability to articulate 
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

 Applications and letters of recommenda-
tion must be received by The Garden Clubs of 
Portland, Connecticut in care of the applicant’s 
guidance or counseling department or emailed 
to sueanderson06480@aol.com  or portlandriv-
ervalleygc@gmail.com before April 20. 

Italian Night at Zion
Italian Night is back at Zion Lutheran Church 

and the public is invited. The dinner will be held 
Sunday, April 21, with a social hour from 4-5 
p.m. and dinner served immediately following.

The menu includes ziti, homemade sauce and 
meatballs, sausage, garlic bread, salad, and des-
sert.  Gluten-free options are available; requests 
for gluten free options should be made at the 
time of ticket purchase.

Live music will be provided by Jonny Rox.  

Zion’s Grace Guild will have several gift baskets 
available for raffle.

The price for dinner is $15 for adults, with 
children 12 and under free. Seating is limited. 
Proceeds will support Zion’s youth travel to the 
ELCA Youth Gathering 2024.

For tickets, call Zion at 860-342-2860, or text/
call Michelle at 860-287-6920. Zion is located at 
183 William St. 

Lions Club Scholarship 
Applications

The Portland Lions Club is now accepting 
scholarship applications for Portland resi-
dent students enrolling in post high school 
certificate or degree program that serves the 
public in some manner. 

Applications will be accepted from stu-
dents of all academic levels as well as learn-
ing challenges. Portland students can obtain 
an application form from the Portland High 
School guidance office or by emailing Port-
landctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by April 
15 for consideration. 

Exchange Club Food Drive
The Exchange Club of Portland will hold its 

annual food drive Saturday, April 6, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., at Adams Hometown Market, to 
benefit Portland Food Bank.

The Exchange will be asking for donations of 
$5, $10, $20 or any other donation amount. All 
donations collect will be given to the Portland 
Food Bank. 

Preschool Screening
Connecticut public schools are responsible 

for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View 
School in Portland will conduct a preschool 
screening Friday, April 19, for children ages 3-4. 
The screening is designed to answer any ques-
tions or concerns about a child’s development as 
well as identifying children who may be eligible 
for the preschool selection process.

During the screening, your child will meet 
with members from our preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-

ing cognition, communication, fine and gross 
motor skills and social interaction. During this 
time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s 
adaptive and personal social skills.

Following the screening, you will receive a 
letter stating your child’s results. In order for 
your child to attend Valley View’s preschool 
program, they must participate in the screening 
process. Peer role models are determined on a 
year-to-year basis. For more information and 
to schedule an appointment, call Valley View 
School at 860-342-3131.

Stonewall Speakers
The Town of Portland’s Committee on Soli-

darity and Portland Library will present a 
Stonewall Speakers Panel on Saturday, April 20, 
from 1-2 p.m., at Portland Library. 

The Stonewall Speakers, a program of the 
Connecticut Stonewall Foundation, Inc., is an 
all-volunteer speaker’s bureau of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, non-binary, pansexual 
and queer people, and their allies. The speakers 
seek to help eliminate hate and promote under-
standing. Speakers combine personal life stories 

with a question and answer session. Visit www.
stonewallspeakers.org for more information.

Registration is not required, but is encour-
aged. This event is sponsored by donors to the 
Portland Committee on Solidarity. The commit-
tee welcomes anyone who is interested to attend 
their meetings on the second Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. in the Portland Senior Center, 
7 Waverly Ave. For more information, email the 
Committee on Solidarity at portlandctsolidar-
ity@gmail.com. 

PVFD Pancake Breakfast
Portland Volunteer Fire Department in-

vites everyone to an All-You-Can-Eat Pancake 
Breakfast Sunday, April 7, from 7-11 a.m., at 
Engine Company No. 1, 7 located at Middle-
sex Ave., right behind the Post Office.

The breakfast will feature sausage, all-you-
can-eat pancakes (chocolate chip, regular and 
blueberry), and assorted beverages. Cost is $8 
for adults and $4 for children. 

PVFD will also have ceramic pancake coffee 

cups for sale, featuring the PVFD logo and a 
cartoon character squirting syrup on a stack 
of ‘cakes. The mugs are $20, and each time you 
return to one of the monthly breakfasts with 
the “clean” cup, PVFD will subtract one dollar 
from your breakfast total.

For more information or to be placed on an 
email notification list (there is also a sign-up 
list at the door), call Wayne Mergel at 860-
759-6921.

Brownstone Quorum Annual Meeting
The Brownstone Quorum will host its An-

nual Meeting Sunday, April 28, at 2 p.m., in the 
Portland Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave. 
Officers will be elected, and awards will be pre-
sented.

Following the meeting, Alain Munkittrick 
will present “Historic Places & Open Spaces.” 
The talk is being co-sponsored with the Port-
land Historical Society. 

“Historic Places & Open Spaces,” will draw 
from places in the Connecticut River valley, 
many of which appeared in Munkittrick’s re-
cently published book, Historic Houses of the 
Connecticut River Valley (Arcadia Publishing, 
2023). 

Munkittrick will focus on how the evolution 
of amalgamated family farmsteads and great 
landed estates to parklands and preserves have 
contributed to the nature of the valley. Open 
spaces and undeveloped landscapes enhance 
much of the river’s 400-mile length. 

Register for the program in person at Port-
land Waverly (Senior) Center or by phone at 
860-342-6760. For more information, contact 
Brownstone Quorum member Tom Bransfield 
at 860-538-3607 or email Bqriverfront@gmail.
com.
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25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com
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Viking

Call us to book your next River Cruise!

AMA WaterwaysAvalon

American Cruise Lines

American Queen Steamboat

Tauck

Uniworld

Tag Sale Donations Sought
The Portland Historical Society will hold its 

28th annual Town-Wide Tag Sales Day Satur-
day, May 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The so-
ciety will participate with its own tag sale on the 
grounds of the Ruth Callander House Museum 
of Portland History. 

Volunteers from the society will receive items 
in good condition at the Ruth Callander House 
garage, 492 Main Street, from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Saturdays, April 20 and 27 (note the changes 
in dates). No textbooks, electronics (including 
computers or printers), clothing or footwear, 

large furniture or unwieldy items (dirty, bro-
ken, rusty) are accepted. Vintage and antique 
items are always welcome. If you are cleaning 
and tossing photos from the past, please contact 
the historical society to find out if the it would 
like them for their collection. These photos can 
be of people, places and events from Portland’s 
history.

For more information on donating items or 
photographs, call 860-982-1486 or email Port-
landCThistory@gmail.com.

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is an open and affirming 
congregation of the United Church of Christ. 
All are welcome to participate in the worship 
services and activities of the church. The church 
is handicapped accessible and also offers You-
Tube services for those unable to attend in per-
son. The church office is open three mornings a 
week, and may be reached at 860-342-3244.

Worship: Held each Sunday at 10 a.m., in the 
sanctuary. The worship services will be led by 
Intentional Interim Minister the Rev. Dr. Barry 
McCarthy. Coffee hour follows the services and 
is a time of fellowship for all. All are invited to 
participate in the worship service and coffee 
hour.

Children’s Activities: Church School and 
Infant/Toddler Care are available each Sunday. 
School aged children begin in the worship ser-
vice in the sanctuary with their families and will 
be brought downstairs for church school after 
the Children’s Message. Infants/toddlers may 
be dropped off in Fellowship Hall before the 
service or at any point during the service. The 
Faith Formation program is under the direction 
of Mary Clark.

Game Night: Saturday, April 20, 6-8 p.m. 

There will be fellowship and snacks for all age 
groups. Assorted games will be available to 
play but you are welcome to bring your favorite 
game to share. All are welcome.

Adult Choir: All are welcome to join the 
choir, which sings at Sunday worship services. 
Choir practice is held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Women’s Fel-
lowship of the church sponsors a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. All knitters are invited to be part of 
the knitting group that makes the shawls on 
Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

Twelve-Step Groups: Alanon meets at the 
church on Sundays at 7 p.m. Living Clean meets 
at the church on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Community Outreach and Service: The 
church collects non-perishable food for Port-
land Food Bank and Amazing Grace Food Pan-
try at each Sunday’s worship service. The church 
sponsors meals for Streetfire Ministries and St. 
Vincent De Paul in Middletown. 

First Church Nursery School offers a pro-
gram for 3-year-olds on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and one for 4-year-olds on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-
1111 or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com 
for more information.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The 
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior center does 
not need any donations directed toward the se-
nior center. People are asked to only leave dona-
tions for the Food Bank, and only during food 
bank hours. 

Medical Equipment Donations: Call the se-
nior center to ask if the center is seeking medi-
cal equipment donations at this time. Due to 
limited space, donations cannot be accepted at 
the senior center without prior approval by the 
director.

Volunteers Wanted: The senior center is also 
looking for volunteers to help with the congre-
gate meals starting in June.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light Aer-
obics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance and 
Fitness, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Cooking for One w/ 
Marilyn, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. – $5 program fee. 
Tuesday: NY Botanical Garden Trip, 9:30 a.m.-
4 p.m. – $5.00 transportation fee and $31 cost 
of admission; Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., 
making fleece teddy bears for cancer patients 
– donations are sought of light fleece, one yard 
or more, for making bears (to donate, call 860-
342-0809); Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m.-noon 
(to register, email bivenne@yahoo.com); Walk-
ing Club, 10:30 a.m., meet at Depot Hill Road 
in Cobalt (Air Line Trail); Hearing Clinic, 11 
a.m.; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 
1 p.m. Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; AARP Tax Service: Every Wednesday un-
til April 10, from 9 a.m.-noon – appointments 
necessary by calling Judy or Holly at 860-342-
6761; SyncoCize Exercise, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Wii 

Exercise, 2 p.m. Thursday: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 
a.m.; Nutritional Cooking Class with UConn, 
10 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 
p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. Friday: Light aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.; Family History with Ken Do-
ney, 10 a.m.

Special Events: Wellness Fair: Wednesday, 
April 17, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Join local organizations 
and service providers for an informative forum 
to learn more about wellness opportunities.

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month (note: if that 
day is a holiday, the clinic is the following week). 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Medical Rides: The center provides seniors 
and disabled with rides to the doctor. Cost is $5/
person round trip. Two-week notice requested.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for the Foot Clinic, held the second Wednesday 
of the month with Stacey Cormier RN. She will 
offer many services for $35. Call to register.

Cans-4-A-Cause: Drop off washed cans and 
bottles in a bin in the rear parking lot of the cen-
ter. For details or to volunteer, email Jeff Myjak 
at myjakjeff@gmail.com.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Friday. The delivery usually 
takes about an hour. For full details, call Holly 
at 860-342-6761.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit the 
calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional.

Draw-a-Bird Day: Monday, April 8, all day. 
Thanks to the Community Foundation of Mid-
dlesex County and A Pocketful of Posies, the 
first 18 artists who hand in a drawing for the 
display will get to take home a free nesting ball 
to hang outside; limit of one per household.

Youth Programs: Egg-cellent Adventures: 
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. April 18 and 25, for 
grades K-2. Space is limited.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Saturdays, April 6 
and May 4, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Each month, the 
library will host a therapy animal, and kids ages 
6-12 can make an appointment for a 15-minute 
session to read to an animal buddy. 

Matchbox Madness: Tuesday, April 9, 11 
a.m., for grades pre-K-2. Design your very own 
race car and then test it out. Space is limited.

Family PJ Storytime: Wednesday, April 10, 
6:30 p.m. Throw on some pajamas and help cel-
ebrate Week of the Young Child with a story-
time and craft activity.

Nintendo Switch Drop-In Play: Thursday, 
April 11, 2-4 p.m., for grades 2-5. Drop in and 
play games including Mario Kart 8 Deluxe. No 
registration required.

Teen Programs: LGBTQ+ Dungeons and 
Dragons Session: Wednesday, April 17, 6 p.m., 
for ages 13-19. Put the character you created 
this past Wednesday to the test, and work to-
gether to succeed on the new game quest. Regis-
tration is recommended, but not required.

Chopped: Taco Edition!: Monday, April 
15, 3:30 p.m. You’ll be making tacos as a team, 
choosing from an assortment of ingredients. All 
ingredients are nut-free but may contain dairy, 
eggs or gluten. Space is limited.

Adult Programs: Ukulele Classes: Tuesdays, 
April 9-30, 5:15 p.m. These are free 45-minute 
beginner lessons for ages 11 and up and adults 
of all ages. Bring your own ukulele or borrow 
one from the library. Space is limited.

Monthly Writers’ Cafe: Saturdays, April 20, 
May 18 and June 15, at 12:30 p.m. in the Van 
Beynum Room. The first hour will be quiet writ-
ing time, with the final 30 minutes set aside to 
chat about your project with fellow writers.

Movie: Wednesday, April 10. Wonka (rated 
PG) will be shown.

Attracting Birds, Butterflies, Bees and 
Other Beneficials: Wednesday, April 24, 6 p.m., 
with John Root, naturalist and educator.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club: 
Tuesday, April 16, 1 p.m. Get Shorty by Elmore 
Leonard will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, May 2, 6:30 p.m. Every-
thing I Never Told You by Celeste Ng will be dis-
cussed. Talk About Books: Tuesday, May 7, 1 
p.m. The Museum of Ordinary People by Mike 
Gayle will be discussed.

Seeds Wanted: Seed donations for the spring 
and summer gardening seasons, and is also 
looking for help to sort and repackage dona-
tions for distribution on Saturday, April 27, at 
12:30 p.m.

Portland’s ‘One Seed, One Community’ 
Project: Stop by to check out seeds and grow-
ing instructions for one of three “levels” of gar-
dener: Solo Gardener, Grow a Row, and Bed of 
Beans. Seeds for the 2024 project are provided 
through a donation from Fire Ring Farm of 
Portland. Sign up for emails to learn how to 
grow nutritious food and save seeds.

Town-Wide Tag Sale Coming
The Portland Historical Society’s 28th annual 

Town-Wide Tag Sales Day will take place Satur-
day, May 11 – and online registration and pay-
ment for tag sales is still open. 

Visit www.portlandhistsoc.org and click on 
the link (the big yellow banner) to register; 
just follow the instructions online. Registra-
tion sheets are also available in the barrel on the 
front steps of the Ruth Callander House Mu-
seum of Portland History located at 492 Main 
St. Completed paper registrations along with 
payment should be mailed to the society at P.O. 
Box 98, Portland, CT 06480. The fee to register 
is $25 and all registrations must be received by 
Sunday, April 28. Portland residents who sign 
up will be assigned a spot on the society’s of-

ficial Tag Sale Map issued for that day listing the 
sale locations and types of items featured at each 
one. Each registered tag sale will be marked 
with a numbered pole sign corresponding to 
sale locations on the map.

Volunteers continue to contact local busi-
nesses and organizations who in the past have 
supported the society by purchasing an adver-
tising spot on the tag sale map. Past sponsors 
have received an email with information about 
this year’s map. These sponsorships defray the 
cost of printing the large Tag Sale Map. Ques-
tions can be sent to PortlandCTHistory@gmail.
com.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main 
fundraiser for the historical society.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Amelia Ciarleglio and Ju-

lia Nadolski made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at the 
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.

They are each members of the Class of 2027.

Ronna L. Kuzminski
Memorial Scholarship
ConnValley School of Music & Dance is 

now accepting applications for the Ronna L. 
Kuzminski Memorial Scholarship. 

ConnValley School of Music & Dance will 
be granting $500 to a graduating senior from 
Portland High School. This senior must be 
attending a two- or four-year accredited col-
lege in pursuit of a career in dance, music, or 
the arts. Prior students of Conn Valley School 
of Music & Dance will be given priority.

Portland students can obtain an applica-
tion form from the Portland High School 
guidance office. All applications must be re-
ceived by April 15 to be considered

Portland Exchange Offering Scholarship
The Portland Exchange Club will offer the 

$1,000 John W. Goodrich Scholarship to any 
Portland resident senior going on to a higher 
education institution after graduation.

For the scholarship, the club is looking for 
the student to provide the committee with a 
short essay describing their community ser-
vice and its impact on how the community 

benefited. Other secondary factors considered 
are good academic achievement and partici-
pation in extracurricular activities.

The application for the scholarship is avail-
able at the Portland High School Counseling 
Center and online at www.portlandexchange.
org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. Deadline 
for applications is April 15.

Free Tax Prep
at Senior Center

AARP is offering free tax return preparation 
at the Portland Senior Center every Wednesday 
through April 10, from 9 a.m.-noon each week. 

Anyone interested must sign up at the Wa-
verly Center in advance by calling 860-342-
6760.
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Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds 

Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church 
School. 

On Fridays, the church is open for prayer and 
meditation, and for Anglican Prayer beading, 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  All are welcome; no 
prior beading experience is required. 

For more information, the church’s calendar 
of events, to donate, or to listen to past sermons 
at www.trinitychurchportlandct.org. If you have 
prayer requests, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

To make an appointment with the Rev. Dar-
ryl Burke, email trinitychurchportlandct@
gmail.com or call 860-342-0458.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. A recording of the service is posted to 
YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for 
the service are posted each week at zionlu-
theranportland.org.

Sunday School for children ages 3 to 16 
meets the first and third Sunday of each 
month at 10:15 a.m.  Adult Bible Study is con-

tinuing its discussion of The Chosen video se-
ries and meets the second and fourth Sunday 
of each month at 10:15 a.m. 

All are welcome to all worship services 
and special events. For more information or 
if in need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-
2860, email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit 
zionlutheranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is 
pastor. 

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-

ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required unless noted.

Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp: Camp is 
held Monday-Friday between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
in the Portland High School gym. The Spring 
Break session is April 8-12. The first summer 
session is June 24 June 28; the second summer 
session is July 15-29; the third summer session 
is Aug. 5-9.

Junior Golf Workshop (Grades 6-8): Sat-
urdays, April 20-May 11, 3-4 p.m., at Portland 
West Golf Course. 

Junior Golf Workshop (Grades K-8) Ses-
sion 2: Tuesdays, June 4-25, at Portland West. 
The grades K-2 class meets 4-5 p.m.; grades 3-5 
class meets 5:15-6:15 p.m.; and grades 6-8 class 
meets class 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Yin Yoga at Riverfront Park: Tuesdays, May 
28-June 18, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Organic Community Garden: All are wel-
come to grow their favorite vegetable, flower or 
herb. The garden is located in Bransfield Park 
on Rose Hill Road. Gardeners can purchase a 
10x10 plot for the summer for a fee of $30.

Kids’ Blast: Morning (7-8:15 a.m.) and af-

ternoon (3-6 p.m.) child care is available, for 
students enrolled in grades K-6 in the Portland 
Public School system. Call Parks and Rec. for 
prices and more information.

Skyhawks – Multi-Sport (Age 2-5): Saturday 
mornings, April 13-May 11, at Riverfront Park. 
This soccer, baseball and basketball class uses 
age-appropriate games and activities. Parent 
participation required for ages 2-3.5 years.

Connecticut Certificate of Personal Wa-
tercraft Operation (CPWO): Tuesday and 
Wednesday, May 21 and 22, 5-9 p.m., at Port-
land Library. The successful completion of this 
beginner boating class will give you the knowl-
edge and a completion certificate needed to ob-
tain a boater’s license/certification in Connecti-
cut.

Summer Quest Camps: Monday-Friday, 
from June 24-Aug. 9., at the Portland high 
and middle school. Kiddie Camp runs 8:45 
a.m.-1 p.m., and Base Camp and Teen Camp 
each run 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Extended AM and 
PM care available for Base Camp. 

Drop-In Basketball: Mondays (for women) 
and Tuesdays (for men), 7:30-9 p.m., through 
May, at Portland Middle School. Free for Port-
land residents.

Drop-In Volleyball: Wednesdays, 6:30-
8 p.m., through May, at Gildersleeve School. 
FREE for Portland residents.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 
the Buck-Foreman Community Center, 265 
Main St.

National Day of Prayer
 Since 2015, Saint Mary Church, Portland and 

Council 7 Knights of Columbus have hosted a 
National Day of Prayer community service, an 
annual observance held on the first Thursday of 
May, encouraging people of all faiths to come 
together in prayer.  Along with prayer and song, 
the service features a guest speaker passionate 
about working to overcome serious social issues 
faced by the community, state and nation.

All are welcome to attend this year’s service, 
which will be held at Saint Mary Church, 45 
Freestone Ave., on Thursday, May 2, at 7 p.m. 
Guest speaker will be Council 7 Knights of 

Columbus Grand Knight Val Burzynski, who 
will talk about the Knights’ global commit-
ment to bring hope and healing to the people of 
Ukraine. The Knights’ Ukraine Solidarity Fund 
continues to provide food and medical sup-
plies, generators for churches, and rosaries to 
promote prayer. The fund also provides school 
supplies and mental health services for veterans, 
orphans and widows. 

A free-will collection will be taken during the 
service to benefit the Ukraine Solidarity Fund.

Following the service, there will be time for 
fellowship in the church hall.

Second-Hand Prose Bookshop
The Second-Hand Prose Bookshop at Port-

land Library, 20 Freestone Ave., is open during 
normal library hours.

The bookshop, sponsored by the Friends of 
the Portland Library, has fiction, romance, teen, 
and children’s used books as well as puzzles and 
DVDs available at the Portland Library during 
regular library hours. There is also a variety 
of cookbooks, gardening books and children’s 
graphic novels. Books are 50 cents for paper-
backs and children’s books, $1 for trade paper-
backs and $2 for hardcover. Puzzles are $2 and 
DVDs are 50 cents each disc unless marked oth-

erwise. 
Also available are audiobooks on CD and 

bundles of magazines that have been removed 
from the library collection. The audio books are 
50 cents and the magazine bundles are priced 
as marked.

All proceeds benefit programs funded by the 
Friends, such as the library’s Museum Pass Pro-
gram, children and adult programs, and the li-
brary’s DVD collection.

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Historical Society to Hold Membership Meeting
The Portland Historical Society will hold a 

meeting for membership to discuss proposed 
bylaw changes on Tuesday, April 23. 

The bylaws were last updated in 2009. Mem-
bers and the public can read the revised Bylaws 
as well as the present bylaws before the meet-
ing by going to www.portlandhistsoc.com and 
clicking on “Publications” in the left-hand col-
umn. Choose “Proposed Revised Bylaws” to re-
view the document completed by a Bylaws sub-
committee comprised of the following society 
members: Trustee George Gilbert, chair; Lynn 

Fountain, member; Susan Bransfield, President; 
Christine Sullivan, Trustee; and Julie Macksoud, 
ex officio. 

It is anticipated that a meeting to vote on 
adopting the new bylaws will be held on Tues-
day, May 28.

The Portland Historical Society is a nonprofit 
organization founded 50 years ago to collect, 
preserve and share the history of Portland. 
Membership is open to all, with membership 
forms available on the website to be download-
ed, completed and mailed in with payment.

Kenny Fletcher Car Show
The Kenny Fletcher Car Show at Valli will re-

turn for its 12th car show this year on Saturday, 
April 27, from 3-7 p.m., at Valli Construction, 
22 Sand Hill Rd.; rain date is May 4. The show is 
in memory of local veteran Kenny Fletcher who 
passed away from pancreatic cancer on April 
19, 2011.

Show car entry fee is $10, cash only, at the 
gate. Admission for spectators is free, though 
donations are appreciated. There will be tro-
phies for first, second and third place, and dash 
plaques will be given to the first 200 cars. There 

will be music, and food, water and soda will be 
available for purchase – and are also cash only. 

Proceeds from the car show go to Portland 
Food Bank, Portland Zion Lutheran Church, 
Middlesex Hospital Hospice, PHS Class of 2024 
Project Graduation, Middlesex Cancer Center, 
and Portland VFW Post 6121. 

No pets, please. For more information, call 
Michael Bellobuono at 860-707-4231, or Mi-
chael Brown at 860-982-3227, or search on 
Facebook for Kenny Fletcher Memorial Cruise 
Night.

Brush Pickup to Start
The Portland Public Works Department will 

conduct a brush pickup beginning Monday, 
April 22. All brush must be at the curb no later 
than April 21. 

The Highway Department uses a clamshell 
bucket attached to its loader, to load piles of 
brush that are too large for workers to load by 
hand. Brush pickup takes approximately one 
month and starts downtown and works to rural 
areas.

Those leaving out brush are asked to leave 
enough room for the equipment to operate. 
Place your brush at least five feet away from 

your garbage container and other potential ob-
stacles such as mailboxes, fences, walls, water 
meters, telephone connection boxes and parked 
vehicles. Avoid placing brush under low-hang-
ing tree limbs or power lines. Brush will not be 
collected if it is inaccessible.

People can stack their piles of brush end to 
end or on top of one another (not tangled). All 
brush needs to be cut to appropriate lengths (six 
to eight feet) and limbs must be no larger than 
four inches in diameter. Place only true brush at 
the curb. Lumber, construction material and/or 
leaves will not be picked up if placed at curbside.

St. Mary Church News
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church is located 

at 45 Freestone Ave. The church office can be 
reached at 860-342-2328. Office hours are 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. Pastor 
is the Rev. John Antonelle. Masks are strongly 
recommended.

Weekend Mass: 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass is livestreamed each week; visit the parish 
website for more information.

Weekday Mass: Monday and Tuesday at 8 

a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Confession: Saturday at 4-4:45 p.m., or call 

Antonelle for an appointment.
Other Programs: For information on faith 

formation programs, baptisms, blessings of 
marriages, Knights of Columbus, the St. Mary 
Ladies Guild and more, call the church office. 

Bereavement Support Group: The group 
meets every second Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome to 
attend. For more information, call Susan Bon-
giorno at 860-685-1966.

Dean’s List
Olivia Smith of Portland made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Emerson College in Boston.
Smith is majoring in media arts production 

and is a member of the Class of 2024.

Dean’s List
Sadie Schmitz of Portland made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Tufts University in Medford, Mass. 
Schmitz is a member of the Class of 2026.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding Kindergarten 

Registration for the 2024-25 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be 5 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2024, should 
contact Valley View School at pgross@port-
landct.us to indicate if you will be registering 
your child for kindergarten. Please provide your 
child’s full name, date of birth, phone number 
and address.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Heather McDougall and 

Kelly Talerico made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at 
Endicott College in Beverly, Mass.

McDougall is an accounting and business 
management major and daughter of Luiza and 
Robert McDougall. Talerico is a nursing major 
and daughter of Dawn and Richard Talerico,

Dean’s List
Rory Platt of Portland made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Bard College at Simon’s Rock in 
Great Barrington, Mass.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Leah Masal and Nathan 

Santos made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Coastal 
Carolina University in Conway, S.C.

Grange in Tag Sale
Hemlock Grange in Portland is par-

ticipating in Portland Historical Society’s 
town-wide tag sale on Saturday, May 11. 
Individuals may join the tag sale and have 
a space in the parking lot. Individuals need 
to provide their own table.

The Grange will also accept donations. 
The Grange will accept most items includ-
ing small workable appliances. No furni-
ture or clothes will be accepted.

For more information, call Betty Jane at 
860-267-7512. Leave your name and num-
ber and your call will be returned.

Honor Society Inductee
Emily Horn of Portland was recently initi-

ated into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
a collegiate honor society for all academic dis-
ciplines.

Horn was initiated at Sacred Heart University.

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection

The Lower CT River Council of Governments 
will hold a free Household Hazardous Waste 
collection event Saturday, April 20, from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., at  Clinton Public Works Garage, 17 Nod 
Rd., Clinton. 

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region, which includes East Hampton 
& Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. 

Visit rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste/ 
to learn more.

Hemlock Grange
Game Night

Hemlock Grange will have a Game Night So-
cial membership drive on Friday, April 26, at 
7:30 p.m., at the Grange Hall, 17 Sage Hollow 
Rd.

All are invited to an evening of socializing, 
playing various table games, a teacup raffle and 
refreshments. Attendees will also learn about 
the Grange, a community service oriented or-
ganization with its roots based in agriculture.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Harrison Deane and Ryan 

Green made the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Curry 
College in Milton, Mass.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Christina Aresco, Joshua 

Doncet and Sierra Koss made the fall 2023 
Dean’s List at the University of Saint Joseph in 
West Hartford.

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 
10 a.m. Worship is broadcast live every Sunday 
and recorded for later viewing at mcc.marlcon-
gchurch.org. Childcare for infants and toddlers 
is provided downstairs in the nursery but chil-
dren are always welcome at the worship service.  
All children in the community are welcome and 
invited to attend Sunday School. Contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org for 
more information.   

Sunday, April 7 will feature both the Bell 
Choir and the Chancel Choir. Church pastor 
the Rev. Valerie Seaver will lead the service. Her 
sermon title is “We Walk in the Light.” Holy 
Communion will be served, and is open to all, 
including children, with parental guidance. 
The bread served is gluten-free. After worship, 
all are invited to Coffee Hour in the Thienes 
Lounge for light refreshments.

Faith Formation (Bible Study) is led by Seav-
er and meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. upstairs in 
the Thienes Lounge.  

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshipers to bring donations.. The 
Drive-Thru Café for Marlborough Food Bank 
patrons with vouchers is usually held on the last 
Sunday of each month. Second quarter mission 
giving will go the AHM Mental Health Fund.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon in the 
Youth Room; Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Community Fellowship Hall.

ACA: Meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Youth Room.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on 
the lower level, is open for shopping and donat-
ing Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop sells year-round 
through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay. 

General Info: Worship services and programs 
are open to all. The church is an Open and Af-
firming faith community. For more information 
on the church or its programs, call Seaver’s di-
rect line at 860-295-0432 or email pastorval@
marlcongchurch.org.

Dumpster Rentals
Small Construction Debris, Household, 

Basement & Garage Cleanouts

*Qualified Waste Terms
& Disposal Restrictions

Single dumpster containing construction 
and/or household clean-out debris items

$495.00

$395.00
*Single dumpster containing yard & landscape 

debris cannot be combined with alternative 
waste such as construction or 

household & garage clean-out items.

• Delivery & Pickup
 5 day term
• 14 Yard, approx. 8’x15’

• Low Profile for Easy
 Top-Load-Access

• Includes 1 Ton of
 Qualified Waste Disposal*

Bulk Yard & Landscape Debris

Advanced Reservation, Signed Agreement and Full Pre-payment Required.

860-220-3786
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Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program descrip-
tions or to register, visit marlboroughct.recdesk.
com and click on “programs,” stop by the office at 
Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 860-295-6203. 

Trips: Boston Celtics vs. Washington Wiz-
ards: Sunday, April 14, 1 p.m., at TD Garden. 
Trip fee is $190. Bus leaves from Putnam park 
and ride at 7 a.m.

Boston Red Sox vs. Cleveland Guardians Pa-
triot’s Day Game: Monday, April 15, 11 a.m., at 
Fenway Park. Trip fee: $175. Bus leaves Putnam 
park and ride at 7 a.m.

Youth Programs: ART-ventures- Just For Fun 
Adventures: Tuesdays, April 23-May 28, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. 
Fee: $128/resident, $133/non-resident. 

Marvelous Engineering Using Legos: Mon-
days, April 15-May 20, 3:15-4:45 p.m., at MES, 
for grades K-4. Fee: $114/resident, $119/non-
resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 13-June 8 (no 
session May 25), at West Road Memorial upper 
field. Mini, for age 2, meets 3-3:35 p.m. and fee 
is $102/resident, $107/non-resident. Classic, for 
ages 3-5, meets 3:45-4:30 p.m., and fee is $108/
resident, $113.non-resident. 

Spring Into Yoga: Wednesdays, April 17-May 
8, 5:15-6 p.m., at MSC, for ages 4-10. Parent/
guardian required to attend. Fee: $65/resident, 
$70/non-resident. There is also a drop-in option 
for $17 per week. 

Skyhawks: Thursdays, April 18-May 23, at 
MES. Mini-Hawk, for ages 5-7, meets 4-5 p.m., 
and Multi-Sport, for ages 8-12, meets 5:15-6:15 
p.m. Fee: $89/residents, $94/non-residents. 

Kids/Family Sewing – Pajamas: Wednesday, 
April 24, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at MSC, for ages 8 and 
up. Fee: $45/resident, $50/non-resident.

Mad Science – Energy, Forces, Flight: Thurs-
days, April 25-May 30, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at MES, 
for grades K-6. Fee: $128/resident, $133/non-
resident.

Parents Night Out: Friday, April 26, 6-9 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center (MSC). Drop off 
your kids in grades K-6. Fee: $20 per child/resi-
dent, $25 per child/non-resident. 

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up. Lessons are private, run for an hour, and 
days and times are flexible. Fee for four lessons is 
$175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Skyhawks Tots: Tuesdays, May 14-June 11, 
at MES. Age 2 meets 5-5:45 p.m., and ages 2-5 
meets 6-6:45 p.m. Fee: $89/residents, $94/non-
residents.

Restorative Yoga & Gong Sound Bath: 
Thursday, April 25, 6-7 p.m., at MSC. Perform 
yoga – focused on extended holds, deep breath-
ing and calming the body – while listening to the 
sounds of gongs and Tibetan bowls. Registration 
fee: $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Beginner & Intermediate Tai Chi: Thursdays, 
1-2 p.m., at MSC. Fee: $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. 
Fee: $50/resident, $55/non-resident. Drop-in fee 
is $10.

Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
MES. Fee: $5 per week. Session runs until June.

Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 a.m. at 
MES. Fee is $5 per week. 

sleep,” Buscetto expressed. “The more I looked 
into it, I said this is something I can get behind.”

His general doctrine: “It’s no different than 
coming home and having a glass of wine or a 
beer.”

The group partnered with Still River Well-
ness, out of Torrington, who has a hybrid facil-
ity (medial and recreational use). The Harvest 
Corner is an equity joint venture with them and 
under their license. 

Per state statute, the new company was re-
quired to have what are known as “social equity 
partners.” Buscetto was able to bring in two of 
his lifelong friends, Isaak Lazarou and Jim Ro-
mano, to fulfill that stipulation, and they will 
serve as day-to-day managers.

Prior to opening, the business needed ap-
proval from the state’s Social Equity Council, 
which was developed to ensure that new can-
nabis retailers are giving back to their commu-
nities. Buscetto said that each year, his program 
will donate tens of thousands of dollars to a va-
riety of entities, separate from its allotment of 
taxes.

The hardest step, he continued, was getting 
approval from the Department of Consumer 
Protection, which had the final say on whether 
all the requirements were sufficiently met. All 
the proper local zoning conditions were also 
satisfied, something Buscetto said was a smooth 
process.

“The Town of Colchester has been great to 
work with,” he asserted.

Despite the newfound legality of cannabis 
in Connecticut, Buscetto said he realized some 
residents still might be opposed to the market 
coming to their town. However, he reassured 
the community that this fresh endeavor was be-
ing handled carefully.

“We want to be high-class and reputable,” he 
said. “We want people to come in and feel safe 
and feel welcomed.”

He added that customers will experience a 
“family atmosphere” and will immediately con-
clude that it’s a “classy establishment.”

“For me, I didn’t take it lightly,” Buscetto said. 
“I would never put my reputation on something 
that I thought was in any way, shape or form 
wouldn’t be totally above board.”

Still he acknowledged that the store and the 
product “is not for everyone.”

Attention to Detail
Comparing the Harvest Corner site to Fort 

Knox, the famously fortified gold base, would 
only be a slight exaggeration.

From the vault, to the entrance, to the main 
showroom — it’s all monitored.

“Everything is on camera at all times,” Buscet-
to confirmed.

There are no appointments required, but 
everyone entering the establishment will have 
their license scanned to verify its authenticity. 
And if you’re perceived to be under the influ-
ence of any substance, you will not be allowed 
in the business. 

While paraphernalia can be displayed out in 
the open, cannabis itself cannot be visible to the 
public. There is a locked shelf in the main area 
of the store, which helps facilitate online orders, 
but the majority of the inventory is safely se-
cured in the back of house.

As Buscetto meticulously explained how 
the operation works, detailing the strict pro-
tocols for the delivery process, it was evident 
that everything was developed with security 
in mind. Even a standard customer order re-
quires multiple layers of verification. After the 
item is bought, the request enters a digital sys-
tem that prints it out in the back room where a 
vault technician puts the order together. Then 
the final package is double-checked by another 
employee.

The attention to detail will carry over to staff-
ing and customer service. Buscetto said that 15 
people have been hired to run the store and the 
training process has been comprehensive. He 
invoked the philosophies of successful sports 
coaches who demanded excellence – particu-
larly University of Alabama legend Nick Saban, 
who often said, “You don’t practice things until 
you get it right; you practice it until you can’t 
get it wrong.”

One of the staff members was brought in from 
Still River Wellness and he’ll work on the “bud 
bar,” which is an interactive part of the store 
geared towards individuals who don’t know 
exactly what they’re looking for, or what would 
meet their specific needs. Staff will be able to of-
fer insight and expertise so that customers walk 
out with exactly what they want.

Similar to a restaurant, there are virtual 
menus displaying different products and the 
day’s specials or discounts. For those who al-
ready know what they want, a standard trans-
action will take around 3 to 5 minutes, while 
online pickups should only take a minute once 
you enter the store.

Because not every bank takes cannabis-relat-
ed revenue, many marijuana retailers largely re-
main cash businesses, and at The Harvest Cor-
ner there is an ATM on site. Debit cards are also 
accepted, but not credit cards.

For more information on the store, call 860-
420-3292 or visit theharvestcornerct.com.

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover

The new cannabis shop The Harvest Corner has its grand opening today. From left 
are managing partner Bill Buscetto and full-time managers – and owners through 
the Connecticut Social Equity Program – Isaak Lazarou and Jim Romano.  

$Colchester Cannabis Shop cont. from page 1
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Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251 RE1-12-24

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!
including a daily hot lunch special

Monday through Friday

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

— New sandwiches —
Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo

Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings
ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES 

Monthly Sing Brings Community Together
On the first Friday of the month, an enthusi-

astic group has been meeting to sing together. 
And tonight, April 5, is their next sing-along.

“Marlborough Sings!” is not formal singing 
in a choir, and being able to carry a tune is not 
required. The monthly sings are hosted by Seat 
of our Pants member Carolyn Brodginski. All 
are welcome.

The group sings out of a songbook featuring 
many genres, including Broadway, folk/Ameri-
cana, oldies, rock and country, with songs about 

love, the seasons and faith, as well as a collec-
tion of holiday songs. Chords are included on 
each song for anyone who would like to bring 
a guitar or other instrument to help accompany 
the group.

Marlborough Sings! is a free event and meets 
the first Friday of the month from 7-9 p.m. in 
the upstairs lounge at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, 35 South Main St. For more in-
formation, contact the church office at 860-295-
9050 or office@marlcongchurch.org.

Marlborough Sings! meets tonight, April 5, and the first Friday of every month, 
from 7-9 p.m., at Marlborough Congregation Church.

From the Town Manager’s Desk
I am grateful that Marlborough residents are keen to understand this year’s proposed budget. 

The four boards responsible for producing the budget – the Board of Finance, the Board of Se-
lectmen, the Marlborough Board of Education, and the Region 8 Board of Education – prepared 
an open letter to our community describing the budget to help taxpayers make an informed 
decision. I encourage everyone to read the letter and attend the Public Hearing on April 15 at 7 
p.m. at the Marlborough Elementary School cafeteria.

Many residents understandably want to know the impact the proposed increase would have 
their individual property tax bill. To estimate your taxes, please do the following: 1. Use the 
Town of Marlborough GIS Map (https://marlbo.info/gis) to look up the assessed value of your 
property. You can either zoom in and click on your property on the map or click the Search but-
ton in the top right corner of the page and type in your address.

When you find your property, you will see a header on the property record called Valuation. 
The first number in that section – Total Valuation – is the number you will use.

Do not use Zillow or similar websites. Those sites might help estimate the market value of 
your home. The assessed value usually is significantly less than the market value.

2. Divide the Total Valuation by 1,000.
3. Multiply that number by 3.10 (the proposed increase in the mill rate) to estimate the pro-

posed increase in the tax on your property. You can also multiply it by 37.83 (the proposed new 
mill rate) to estimate the proposed real estate tax on your property.

David Porter
Marlborough Town Manager

Senior Center  News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., 

is open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the 
center’s hours and more information. The cen-
ter also serves as a warming center.

Transportation: Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays; call 36 hours in advance of your ap-
pointment to guarantee a ride. 

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 
10 a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

In Case of Bad Weather: Tune in to WFSB-
TV Channel 3 or NBC Connecticut Channel 30 
for news on senior center closings or late open-
ings. 

Monday, April 8: Free bread and bakery 
goods from Stop & Shop; Help & Support, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Regis-
tered Dietitian Lorri Lennon, 11:30 a.m.; Con-
gregate Meal, noon. Menu: stuffed cabbage with 
tomato sauce, whole baby potatoes, vegetable 
medley/garlic knot, fresh fruit.  Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; 
Setback, 3-4 p.m.

Tuesday, April 9: Free bread and bakery 
goods donation from Big Y; Help & Support, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Tai 
Chi, 1-2 p.m.; Parkinson’s Disease Exercise with 
Anne, 3-4 p.m.; Lake Advisory, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 10: Not Just Quilters, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. – “All Sew Day”; Help & Support, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-ball pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals-
on-Wheels, noon; Congregate Meal, noon. Na-
tional Enjoy a Cookie Day! Menu: 100% fruit 
juice punch, orange marmalade glazed roast 
pork loin, cornbread stuffing, spinach, wheat 
bread, cookie; Setback, 1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated 
Ladies, 5-6 p.m.; Zoning Board of Appeals, 7 
p.m.  

Thursday, April 11:  Tai Chi, 1-2 p.m.; Par-
kinson Exercise, 3-4 p.m., WPCA, 7 p.m. 

Friday, April 12: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-
noon; Help & Support, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball 
Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Meals on Wheels, noon; 
Setback, 1-4 p.m. 
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
Do you LOVE spending time

with animals of all kinds?
Would you like to earn

extra money on YOURYOUR schedule?

To find out more…
Text Suzanne at 860.368.9125
Email shakefour@yahoo.com
Visit shakealegpetsitting.com

or Scan the QR code!

Have fun, make money, love animals!

Join our team of Independent 
Dog Walkers & Pet Sitters at:

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com

Rotary Club 
Scholarship

East Hampton Rotary Club Scholarship 
applications are available to high school se-
niors who reside in either East Hampton or 
Marlborough.

All students must be graduating/have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut and use the 
scholarship for expenses at an accredited 
school. The school may be a 4- or 5-year 
college or university, a community college, a 
trade school or a commercial school. There 
are multiple single- and multi-year scholar-
ships available. 

Applications are due by April 8, and are 
available online at tinyurl.com/EHRota-
ryScholarship2024, or through the guidance 
department of the East Hampton, RHAM, 
Mercy, Xavier and Vinal high schools.

Scholarships Available
The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department 

women’s auxiliary is now accepting scholarship 
applications from any graduating senior who 
resides in Marlborough. 

The applications are available online through 
the RHAM guidance department. Applications 
are due by Wednesday, May 1. Mail all complet-
ed applications to MVFD Women’s Auxiliary, 
P.O Box 237, Marlborough, CT 06447.

Look...
Your

Ad
ShouLd 

Be
here!

CALL uS
TodAY AT:

860-633-4691
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 The Town of Marlborough Budget, which comes to referendum on 
May 7, is three separate budgets combined under one title. The local 
Board of Education’s budget (operations and capital improvements) 
was formulated by the Superintendent and approved by the BOE. The 
RHAM budget (operations and capital improvements) was formulated 
by the Superintendent of RHAM and approved by the RHAM 
BOE. The Town budget (operations and capital improvements) was 
formulated by the Town Manager and approved by the BOS. None of 
these three boards have any control over the other two budgets. They 
are separate entities unto themselves.
 Once approved by the respective boards, the Board of Selectmen and 
Marlborough Board of Education budgets are presented to the Board of 
Finance. They review those two budgets, ask questions, get clarification, 
and decide if the budgets move forward to the public hearing or need 
to be adjusted. The RHAM budget was adopted by the Regional School 
District 8 Board of Education after a Public Budget Hearing held on 
April 1. At the Public Hearing (April 15) there is a presentation made by 
the Town Manager on behalf of all three entities which shows the three 
budgets and provides an opportunity for the public to ask questions and 
make comments. The BOF finalizes the overall budget which will be 
voted on during an all-day referendum May 7. 
 Many taxpayers understandably will focus on the bottom line, an 
8.92% increase with a projected mill rate increase of 3.10 mils. It is 
important to put this increase into historical context. During each 
of the past three budget cycles, we used approximately $1.85 million 
in temporary pandemic-era funding and reserves to offset our own 
increasing costs AND to lower taxes. When the prices of everything 
else increased, we charged LESS for our many services – education, 
public safety, public health, roads, recreation, parks, library, etc. 
When using the 2020–2021 mill rate as the baseline, the increase this 
year would equate to 4.30%. Take a moment and think about what 
you buy – groceries, electricity, fuel oil/propane, clothing, insurance, 
cable/internet, and much more. According to the Federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) for the northeast 
region – a broad measure of inflation – increased by 17.0% over the 
same time. On average, the goods and services we all purchase have 
increased far more than the proposed tax increase.
 Professional staff and elected board members have been very good 
stewards of your tax dollars. In this letter we will describe the Town 
of Marlborough’s Budget – including the Board of Selectmen, the 
Marlborough Board of Education, and the RHAM Board of Education 
– to help our taxpayers make an informed decision. 

Town of Marlborough (By BOS)
Revenue
 This year the net taxable property in Marlborough decreased. 
Middlesex Hospital applied for and received an exemption for its 
buildings reducing the net assessed value by $1,772,950 which equates 
to a tax loss of $67,070. That loss was partially but not completely 
offset by six new homes. The net assessed value of motor vehicles 
also decreased by $2,758,138 which equates to a tax loss of $89,529. 
Marlborough residents are responding to high prices nationally of 
new and used vehicles by keeping their current vehicles longer. Finally, 
we project that the funds Marlborough receives from the state will 
decrease by $135,700. As temporary pandemic funds wind down, this 
is expected and appropriate.
 It’s also important to understand that while most people pay their 
taxes on time, a few residents and businesses are delinquent. On 

average residents and business owners fail to pay about $450,000 across 
all types of taxes – real estate, motor vehicle, and personal property. 
Although past due real estate taxes are recovered, with interest, when a 
property changes hands or, in rare circumstances, sold in foreclosure, 
motor vehicle taxes are recovered when the delinquent taxpayer needs 
to renew their vehicle’s registration. Delinquent taxes result in slightly 
higher taxes for everyone else.
 Residents may wonder about additions to our tax base. The Big Y 
Plaza, including Marlborough Tavern and the Verizon/Quest building, 
was added to the grand list in 2018 and carries an assessed value of 
$8,642,530. The Gulf gas station near exit 12 was added in 2021 and 
carries an assessed value of $840,000. The addition of these properties 
helped offset costs in the past and continues to do so today. 
Town Operations
 The Board of Selectmen is proposing a 1.44% increase in the operation 
budget. The Town Manager and department heads scrutinized the 
town operating budget currently in place while preparing the FY25 
budget proposal. When appropriate, line-item expenses were reduced. 
This portion of the budget includes investments to retain a capable 
and hardworking staff. Like our residents, the town faces higher costs 
due to inflation. Electricity, tools and equipment, supplies such as road 
salt and sand, and nearly everything else used to provide high quality 
services to Marlborough residents are much more expensive than they 
were even a couple of years ago.
 The town introduced several cost-saving and environmentally 
friendly innovations. The boiler in the public works garage can accept 
traditional heating oil or waste oil residents bring to the transfer 
station. We heated the garage all winter using only waste oil! We are 
installing high efficiency heat pumps and additional insulation to 
town hall, a long overdue project. With that we anticipate a reduction 
in the cost to heat and cool the building.
Town Capital
 The Board of Selectmen is proposing a robust capital improvement 
program aligned with the five-year culvert replacement and renewal 
plan. Many of our culverts were installed shortly after World War II 
and are at great risk of failure, especially during the intense storms 
which seem to occur more and more frequently. Following the five-
year plan ensures that no one year is burdened with too many large 
projects. Thankfully, state grants such as Town Aid Roads (TAR) and 
Local Capital Improvement Program (LOCIP) help offset the costs. 
The town constantly and actively seeks grants for which we are eligible. 
Moreover, the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance prepared 
for these projects over the past years. The total anticipated cost of all 
the capital projects this year is more than $2,800,000, but the tax levy 
to the residents is $764,577. The balance is being funded by grants and 
reserves created and funded to pay for these significant and much-
needed projects.
 This year the BOS is proposing the replacement of a culvert crossing 
South Buckboard Road and a project to line a culvert crossing Johnson 
Road. The South Buckboard culvert is projected to cost $1.2 million 
with HALF of the cost ($600,000) being offset from a grant from the 
State/Local Bridge Program. The Johnson Road culvert is comprised 
of two 100’ long pipes. By lining the pipes rather than replacing them, 
the town will extend their life by 40 – 50 years at a cost of $525,000, far 
LESS than the $1,800,000 it would cost to replace them.
 For more information about the town’s portion of the budget please 
go to the town’s website at https://marlbo.info/budget or find printed 

copies at the Town Manager’s office, Town Clerk’s office, and the 
Richmond Memorial Library.

Marlborough Board of Education (by BOE)
 The Board of Education’s 2.72% budget increase, its lowest in 
four years and one of the lowest increases in the state, contains the 
funding needed to achieve aspirational goals for students detailed 
in the MES Strategic Continuous Improvement Plan. It includes the 
ongoing investments in a talented and dedicated staff, a full-time 
School Resource Officer, and the return of expert facilities oversight. 
The administrative staff, with two building administrators-a structure 
which has been in place for 43 years-and a half-time Superintendent, 
represents what is necessary to lead an excellent school now and into 
the future as enrollment is projected (by NESDEC) to increase by 94 
students (17%) over the next ten years. 
 Recovering from the impactful pandemic crisis, MES has 
demonstrated an excellent return on investment-relatively low per 
pupil expenditure yet strong outcomes-as evidenced by its model K-3 
Reading program, students exceeding state assessment index scores in 
literacy, math, and science, and award-winning choral, instrumental, 
and visual arts programs, immersive Spanish instruction, and 
outstanding physical and health education. In addition, the early 
intervention approach, beginning in preschool, allows staff to meet 
students’ learning and behavioral needs. 
 Detailed information about the Board of Education budget is 
available at the school district website www.marlborough.k12.ct.us 
budget tab. For information about the school district’s roadmap for 
student success, the Strategic Continuous Improvement Plan (SCIP) is 
located under the Curriculum and Instruction tab. 

RHAM Board of Education (by Region 8 BOE)
 The Region 8 Board of Education’s adopted budget for 2024-2025 
is a 2.1% increase over the current year. The budget is an investment 
in RHAM students, staff, and the entire community and helps lead 
to improved student outcomes in all areas. The district is widely 
recognized for its strong and varied academic offerings, robust fine 
and performing arts programs, and competitive athletic teams. The 
2024-2025 budget will help ensure that all students are provided with 
the support they need to be successful.
 The operating budget includes the addition of several new courses 
at RHAM High School including Zoology, UConn Early College 
Experience Computer Science, Introduction to Financial Literacy, 
Adapted Health, and Guitar I and II. The operating budget also 
includes staffing changes that lead to an overall reduction. The capital 
budget has been decreased and will enable the district to continue to 
address issues related to the maintenance of the buildings and replace 
aging furniture, fixtures, and equipment. 
 Detailed information about the Region 8 budget is available at the 
district website www.rhamschools.org under the Board of Education tab.
 The Town will hold Public Hearings on the overall Town budget 
including Town, Marlborough Board of Education, and RHAM Board 
of Education on April 15 and May 6, both at 7:00 pm in the MES 
cafeteria. Voting on the budget via referendum takes place on May 7 in 
the MES Community Room, 6:00 am - 8:00 pm. 

An Open Letter to Marlborough Taxpayers

Board of Finance
Board of Selectmen

Board of Education
Region 8 Board of Education

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Call for Artists and Artisans
The Marlborough Arts Center will hold its 

annual Members Art Show Sunday, May 5, from 
2-4 p.m. 

All media will be accepted, including paint-
ings, photography, digital art, sculpture, pottery, 
woodwork, and jewelry. Artist members are in-
vited to bring up to three pieces of artwork to 
the Arts Center, 231 North Main St., on Sunday, 
April 16, between 1 and 4 p.m., or on Monday, 
April 17, between 4 and 6 p.m. The entry fee is 
$20 for two pieces, and an additional $5 for a 

third. Membership dues must be up to date.
Judging the show will be Rebecca Moran, a 

practicing fine artist, professional graphic de-
signer and university professor. 

The Members’ Art Show will be open Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1-4 p.m., from May 
10 to June 1, including Memorial Day weekend.

More information, including a prospectus 
and entry forms for the artists, will soon be 
available at www.marlborougharts.org. 

Lions ‘Round the Lake 5K
The Marlborough Lions will hold their 40th 

annual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race on Sun-
day, May 26. The race will utilize electronic 
timing with computerized race results. The 
race starts promptly at 10:30 a.m. The race is a 
registered 5K per CT USATF Certification CT 
18052JHP.

The entry fee is $30 and runners must be reg-
istered by the day prior to the race. Shirts will be 
guaranteed for those who pre-register by May 
17 with additional shirts provided to runners as 
available. There is also a $60 package price for 
groups of immediate family members partici-
pating in the race. Same day registrations need 
to be signed in by 10 a.m. Runners will start 
near the entrance to Blish Park on Park Road 
and will proceed on a course, which circles Lake 
Terramuggus.

The Lions Club supports programs which ad-
dress various issues including blindness, drug 
abuse prevention and diabetes awareness in ad-
dition to supporting local organizations such 
as the Marlborough Food and Fuel Banks and 
performing annual vision screening for Marl-
borough’s Elementary School students.

The Marlborough Lions said they also wish 
to thank the many local businesses, which have 
provided race sponsorships of $100, $250 and 

$500 over the years. If any additional businesses 
wish to provide sponsorships, contact one of the 
Lions Club members listed below. The business 
sponsor’s information will be printed on the 
shirts handed out to runners.

To register or for additional information, call 
Lions President Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 
or Lions Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116. Lloyd can also be emailed at Marlbor-
oughCTLions@gmail.com. Registration forms 
are also available at various locations. You can 
register online at itsyourrace.com; search for 
Marlborough Lions.

Town Offices Relocated
Through May 15, Marlborough Town Hall 

offices have been temporarily relocated with-
in Town Hall during an HVAC project.

Residents looking to access the offices are 
asked to use the back entrance of Town Hall. 
Signs will be posted within Town Hall to 
guide residents.

For more information, call 860-295-6204.

American Legion
Setback Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will hold a Setback 
Round-Robin Tournament Friday, April 19, at 
the post, 128 East Hampton Rd., Marlborough. 
Registration starts at 6 p.m., and the games start 
promptly at 6:30.

There is a $10 entry fee per person. There will 
be prizes, raffles, Caesar salad and Dorito taco 
salad. Contact Tracy (860-878-9672) or Sharon 
(860-805-6917) with any questions.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles 
leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena 

Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the 
church office. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. All are welcome to join. 
More information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held weekly for Marlborough Food 
Bank. You may also bring non-perishable food 
or household donations directly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday morn-
ings. Sandwich-making and collection is the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found on the church website and 
are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, book 
club, OCIA, Knights of Columbus or other min-
istries, call the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, 
or look for the church on Facebook (Saint John 
Fisher Roman Catholic Church).

Arts Center Exhibit at 
Town Hall

The Marlborough Arts Center is holding an 
exhibit at Town Hall, featuring artwork by East 
Hampton resident Dianne Gorrick.

Gorrick is a former art teacher at Bacon 
Academy. Her current display ranges from tra-
ditional landscapes to imaginative themes.

This exhibit is open to the public during 
normal business hours at Town Hall, and will 
run through June 30. For more information, 
visit www.marlborougharts.org, or contact 
the Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or marlbor-
oughartscenter@gmail.com.

Lions Pancake Breakfast
The Marlborough Lions Club will hold its an-

nual Pancake Breakfast Sunday, April 21. The 
breakfast is being planned for both dine-in and 
take-out and will be held at the East Glaston-
bury Fish and Game Club on Planeta Road in 
Marlborough, which is located off of West Road 
just east of Exit 12 from Route 2. 

The Lions will be open for dine-in or take-out 
orders from 7:45-11:45 a.m. The Lions will be 
serving heaping portions of various varieties of 
pancakes along with sausage, ham, fruit coffee, 
and juice.

The Lions Club supports programs that ad-
dress such issues as blindness, drug abuse 
prevention and diabetes awareness, and also 
supports many local charities such as the 
Marlborough Food and Fuel Banks and vision 

screening for children in grades pre-K to 6 at 
Marlborough’s elementary school.

Tickets will be available for sale in advance of 
the event or can be purchased at the door on the 
day of the breakfast. Tickets are $10 for adults, 
$9 for seniors and $7 for children 12 and under.

The success of this event is also dependent 
upon local businesses, which support the Lions 
in the form of $25 sponsorships. Lions Club 
members will contact local businesses in ad-
vance of the breakfast and any business inter-
ested in providing a sponsorship is encouraged 
to contact the Lions.

For further information, to provide a spon-
sorship or to purchase tickets, call Lions Presi-
dent Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 or Lions 
Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.
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Project Graduation
Meets May 1

AHM Youth & Family Services will hold a 
Project Graduation meeting Wednesday, May 1, 
from 6:30-7:15 p.m., via Zoom.

Parents of students in the junior and senior 
classes are invited to attend. Zoom meeting in-
formation is at www.ahmyouth.org/fundrais-
ers-events/project-graduation. 

Earth Day Clean-Up Walk 
AHM Youth & Family Services, in partner-

ship with the Hebron Green Committee, will be 
at the Earth Day Clean-Up on Saturday, April 
20, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Members of the Hebron Community, parents 
and RHAM High school and Middle School 
students are encouraged to sign up to volunteer 
to participate in the clean-up walk by register-
ing at tinyurl.com/bdz8twp8.

Also, AHM invites you to test your knowl-
edge on what kind of litter will be found on the 
sides of town roads and in town parks, and also 
how much you know about the harm this litter 

can do to the environment. Take a 10-question 
quiz at tinyurl.com/bc6w6z8f. Everyone who 
completes the quiz by Friday, April 19, at 2 p.m. 
has a chance to win a gift card to a local restau-
rant.

Direct questions about the clean-up walk 
survey to AHM Prevention Coordinator Ashlee 
Parks at ashleep@ahmyouth.org. 

Screenagers:
Under the Influence

AHM Youth & Family Services invites all to 
the next installment in the Screenagers film se-
ries, entitled Under the Influence, on Wednesday, 
April 17, from 6:30-8 p.m., at AHM, located at 
25 Pendleton Drive, Hebron.

This is a free event for parents/caregivers and 
students in grades six and above. This docu-
mentary created by Dr. Delaney Ruston and 
Lisa Tabb is designed to dive into the science 
behind substance abuse as it relates to youth 
and open up conversations about the complexi-
ties associated with social media, substance use, 
and the challenges youth face in this digital age.

Community Center Progress Slow and Steady
By Michael Sinkewicz

Progress continues to be made with Ando-
ver’s new community center, but lofty financial 
challenges remain in order to complete the proj-
ect.

Last week, Town Administrator Eric Ander-
son posted a video tour of the construction site, 
the latest installment in a series he started earlier 
this year. As he trekked around the exterior the 
of the building and provided a glimpse inside 
the 2,200-square-foot facility, it was clear that a 
lot has happened since his last walkthrough in 
January.

Framing is done, the fire alarm is wired, 
plumbing is complete and most of the fill has 
been added outside — making the ground level 
look much more natural than before. But still, 
most of the building appears empty, and resi-
dents must engage in a bit of imagination.

“It’s a nice, open room,” Anderson — with his 
hardhat on — declared as he showcased the fu-
ture meeting or assembly room. “There’s lot of 
natural light.”

Anderson’s video can be found on the town’s 
Facebook page, at www.facebook.com/towno-
fandoverct. 

Ground was officially broken in August, and 
Leading Edge Construction has been on site 
completing the work. Located on School Road 
behind Town Hall, and in close proximity to the 

elementary school, fire department and police 
department, the joint community-senior center 
has been an initiative long in the making for 
Andover residents.

Anderson confirmed that his previous project 
timeline would likely hold true: by July 1, the 
building will be occupied.

But he cautioned during an interview this 
week that anxious residents need to remain pa-
tient; there’s a lot of work still left to complete.

“It went a little slower than we would’ve 
liked,” Anderson acknowledged.

When the budding does open its doors to 
the public this summer, some notable and im-
portant features will not be finished, including 
the kitchen on the first floor. And, he continued, 
the basement level will be largely incomplete.

The town allocated roughly a million dollars 
of the town’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds to cover the construction expenses, but it 
is holding firm on that cap. Anything above that 
amount, Anderson explained, would trigger a 
state threshold imposed on municipal projects 
that would enact prevailing wage requirements. 
Essentially, by surpassing that bottom-line to-
tal, the town would likely have to add around 
$300,000 to the project budget despite the scope 
of the endeavor remaining unchanged.

“We’re trying to do this in a financially sus-

tainable way,” he conveyed.
What that means, however, is that some con-

struction aspects will be delayed, perhaps up to 
a year, according to Anderson.

The current goal, he expressed, is to move 
ahead with “as much as we can build” under the 
$1 million threshold, which will likely be half a 
community center. The town has the money on 
hand to fulfill the design as proposed — it would 
be withdrawn from the multi-use building fund. 
Anderson said there was never a concern that 
the facility wouldn’t ultimately be complete; it 
will just take time. 

This summer, the building will be assessable 

and Anderson stated that the upstairs level will 
be hosting town programming. 

“We can use it right away,” he said. “We’ll be 
in there and it’ll be staffed.”

Accordingly, the town will look to include 
funding to operate the community center — an 
entirely brand-new expenditure — in the 2024-
25 municipal budget proposal. The full salary 
and benefits package for a director would be 
roughly $100,000, Anderson said.

With the staffing and finalized top floor, An-
derson believes the community center will soon 
be a welcomed addition to Andover.

“It’ll be a functional building,” he said.

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School Early 

Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2024, are eligible to attend. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at 
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2024-25 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2024, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten or not attend school 
until the following year, and parents who will be 
home-schooling, are asked to inform the school 
of this decision.

Collecting for Auction
The Andover Friends of the Library Auction 

Committee is collecting donations for its 22nd 
annual Goods and Services Auction that will be 
held Friday, May 17. 

The committee is looking for new items to 
create gift baskets. The following are examples 
of popular items: gift certificates, handmade 
items like jewelry, scarves, quilts, afghans, 
sports items, paintings and music/video games.

This auction is the Friends’ big fundraiser; 
proceeds help support library programs. Dona-
tions are tax-deductible.

Scholarship Available
for Andover Students

Andover Elementary School is taking appli-
cations for the Andover Education Association 
and the Andover PTA Annual Scholarship. The 
scholarship is being offered to any Andover stu-
dent.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860 
742-7339.

Application deadlines are May 3.

Friends of the Library News
Andover Friends of the Library has an-

nounced the following items of interest:
Solar Eclipse Storytime: On Monday, April 

8, Connecticut will witness a partial solar 
eclipse. All are invited to join Library Friends 
Ellen Repay and Julie Victoria on Saturday, 
April 6, at 10 a.m., to make a safe solar eclipse 
viewing box. The event is free and geared to-
ward children; call the library at 860-742-7428 
to indicate if you are coming, so that there are 
enough supplies.

Library Friends Offer Scholarship: Ando-
ver Friends of the Library is offering a $1,000 
scholarship to an Andover high school senior. 

Applications are due May 1, and are available 
at the guidance office at RHAM High School, 
at the Andover Public Library, 355 Route 6 and 
on the town website at tinyurl.com/2huzen57. 
Completed applications must be dropped off at 
the library or emailed to the Friends at andover-
fol@gmail.com. The applicant must be currently 
enrolled as a senior in any high school, use the 
scholarship to further their education, and hold 
a valid Andover Public Library card. 

For more information, call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

April Programs at Library
Andover Public Library, located at 355 Route 

6, has announced the following programs. For 
more information, call 860-742-7428.

Make a Safe Solar Eclipse Viewing Box: Sat-
urday, April 6, 10 a.m. Kids are invited to the 
library to make their own viewing box for the 
April 8 solar eclipse. Library Friends Julie Victo-
ria and Ellen Repay will share eclipse stories and 
help with the construction of viewing boxes. 

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, April 16, 5:30 p.m. 
Recipes of Ree Drummond, the Pioneer Wom-
an, will be featured.

Medicare Seminar: Thursday, April 18, 1-6 
p.m. Have questions about life insurance and/
or Medicare?  Mark Macrina, a licensed life and 

Medicare agent from Madison’s Senior Health 
& Retirement Services, will be here to help. You 
can arrange a one-on-one session or just drop 
in.  

Rock Painting with Karen Zito: Thursday, 
April 18, 6 p.m. All are invited.

Lights Out! Connecticut: Tuesday, April 
23, 6:30 p.m. Meredith Barges, co-chair of the 
Lights Out! Connecticut initiative, will present 
“Of Birds & Stars:  Exploring the Wonder of 
Bird Migration in Connecticut.”  You will learn 
more about the secret lives of migratory song-
birds, the long-distance journeys they make 
twice each year to Connecticut, and why they 
need dark skies to navigate.

Vendors, Donations Sought 
for Tag and Bake Sale

The Andover Senior Lunch Fundraising 
Committee is in the process of collecting dona-
tions for its annual Tag, Vendor and Bake Sale, 
which will be held Saturday, April 27. The tag 
sale is a fundraiser for the senior lunch program. 

The committee is looking for items to sell. If 
you have items to donate, they can be brought to 
the Town Office Building. Call Carol Lee at 860-
742-0188 ext. 2 for more information. 

Vendors and bakers are also needed for the 
sale. For information, contact Cathy Palazzi at 
860-916-6122. 

Chili Fest Save the Date
The Andover Democratic Town Commitee 

will hold the Andover Chili Fest Saturday, May 
4, from noon-3 p.m., in the Town Hall commu-
nity room. All are invited to participate 

More details to follow – including prizes and 
more – but those who already know they’re in-
terested in entering a pot of chili for the Chili 
Fest should contact Elaine Buchardt at ebucha-
rdt@snet.net.

Veterans Meet April 20
The Andover Veterans meeting will be held 

Saturday, April 20, from 5-7 p.m., in the Town 
Hall community room. The time change for 
this month’s meeting is due to a conflict in 
scheduling. 

All veterans and currently serving military 
members are welcome. Spouses/significant 

others are invited as well. Pizza will be served.
Memorial Day is coming up, so this meet-

ing will be a good time to discuss the event. 
If you have any questions, contact veterans 
representatives Susan Camoroda at 703-472-
3209 or John Botti at 860-839-3481, or email 
veterans@andoverct.org. 

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams 
live on the church’s Facebook page (First Con-
gregational Church, Andover, CT). For more 
information, call the church office at 860-742-
7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or 
visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 

the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Bingo and Baskets: Friday, April 19; dinner 

at 5:30 p.m., followed by game at 6:30 p.m. Fee: 
$12/person. 

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordi-
nator Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. 
Transportation is available for all events. There 
is shopping on Tuesdays, Foodshare rides bi-
monthly on Wednesdays, Food Pantry Mondays 
and Wednesdays, and lunches bi-monthly on 
Fridays. For all Young at Heart events, including 
movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and 
call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 
2 for all trip information. For all senior events 
and information, visit the senior page of the 
town website, andoverct.org.

Note: Senior transportation calls are now 
only heard from 9 a.m.-noon, by calling Palazzi. 
If you call at any other time, leave your name, 
phone number, date, time and address of your 
appointment. A return call will be given within 
24 hours. Medicals will no longer be available 
for Tuesdays. They are available for Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Shopping Dates: Manchester: 4/16, 4/30. 
Willimantic: 4/9, 4/23. Call Palazzi for trans-

portation.
Senior Luncheon: Friday, April 19 and will 

feature meatloaf and sides. Call Palazzi for res-
ervations by the previous Wednesday.

Upcoming Trip: Friday, April 19, Legally 
Blonde at Little Theater of Manchester. Call 
Carol Lee for more information.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available for 
the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. Note: If 
no seniors want to ride senior transportation on 
Wednesdays to food pantry, those Wednesdays 
will be eliminated from the driving schedule 
so that additional medicals can be scheduled. 
There will still be a bus for Foodshare every 
other Wednesday. Call Palazzi if you need trans-
portation or have questions about this change in 
schedule. 

Transportation Available: Rides to all town 
events, town meetings, referendums, board 
meetings and medical appointments are avail-
able by calling Palazzi. All seniors, veterans, dis-
abled are welcome. If you have a caregiver, they 
may come with you. 

Dean’s List
Emily Sklodosky of Andover made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Vermont State University in 
Randolph Center, Vt.

Dean’s List
Kiyan Pourmaleki of Andover made the fall 

2023 Dean’s List at Champlain College in Bur-
lington, Vt.
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
4/6/24

through
4/30/24

Not responsible for typographical errors.

Tito’s
Vodka 80°

$3199
 (1.75 L)

Kraken Spiced 
Rum 94°

$3299
 (1.75 L)

Three Olives
Vodka 80°

$2199
 (1.75 L)

Majorska
Vodka 80°

$1599
 (1.75 L)

Mr. Boston
Flavored Brandy 70°

$1999 
(1.75 L)

Gentlemen
Jack 80°

$3199
 (750 mL)

Woodbridge 
Wines

$1899 (3 L box)

Ruffino Prosecco 
Extra Dry

$1399
 (750 mL)

Barefoot
Wines

Frontera
Wines

$1199 (1.5 L)
$899

 (1.5 L)

Kim Crawford 
Sauv. Blanc

Sutter Home
Wines

$1299
 (750 mL)

$999
 (1.5 L)

W
I
N
E

White Claw Hard Seltzer

$3199
12 oz., 2/12-pack cans

Corona

$3149
12 oz., 2/12-pack bottles

Bud & Lt.

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Twisted Tea

$2999
12 oz., 2/12-pack bottles

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 10am-5pm

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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PZC Report Issued About Conservation Easements
By London Brazal

East Hampton has several areas of historic 
outdoor land from the Air Line Trail to Salmon 
River State Forest Park and Hurd State Park to 
the Meshomasic State Forest.

To preserve land and protect its conservation 
values, the town also has conversation ease-
ments, a voluntary, legal agreement limiting 
land use. Conservation easements serve as a 
strategy for safeguarding land, often presenting 
a more cost-effective option for land trusts and 
public agencies. By maintaining land under pri-
vate ownership, conservation easements ensure 
ongoing economic benefits for the surrounding 
area, according to the National Conservation 
Easement Database.

Numerous properties within the town are 
bound by conservation easements, imposing 
restrictions on private property owners regard-
ing changes to the landscape or construction 
of structures on these grounds. Typically, these 
areas are either environmentally fragile them-
selves or situated adjacent to sensitive zones 
or prominent features such as the Connecticut 
River. These easements have been granted to the 
town over time, often as part of property divi-
sion and development processes. It’s important 
to note that these easements differ from situa-
tions where the town gains outright ownership 
designated for buffering purposes, a scenario 

that also occurs frequently.
Discussion from vice chair of the Planning 

and Zoning Commission (PZC) Ray Zatorski 
and the Town Council occurred at last week’s 
council meeting on Tuesday. The conversation 
was prompted by a current PZC application, 
leading the council to explore the broader is-
sues surrounding these easements. Zatorski said 
there is a continuing issue on High Point Drive. 
He said the individuals involved have consis-
tently stated the presence of evidence indicating 
a preexisting building, which they claim would 
enable them to grandfather in a structure near 
the river. However, no such proof has been pre-
sented thus far and further investigation is war-
ranted. The pathway to the river existed before 
the owners acquired the property. Regarding 
the stairs, evidence is lacking, despite their re-
peated requests. 

“They’ve been continually asking for continu-
ances on this and since there is no time limit, 
we are going to give them the opportunity to 
do that,” commented Zatorski. “I know people 
would like this to be resolved faster but I’m not 
on somebody else’s timetable and neither is any 
other commission. We always try to make a de-
cision based on what’s lawful within our regu-
lations and what is good for both the property 
owner and the town of East Hampton which 

includes our environment.”
Planning and Zoning is always asking for 

conservation easements to try and protect the 
environment from all the developments pre-
sented to the commission. If given the chance 
to provide further input, the PZC aims to align 
new conservation easements with existing ones 
nearby. This strategy is based on knowledge 
gained from various courses attended over the 
years. The goal is to connect as many conserva-
tion easements as possible, including state and 
town-owned open spaces, to establish wildlife 
corridors that help keep wildlife within wooded 
areas and away from roads. As an example, Za-
torski described a series of conservation ease-
ments along Wopowog Road backed up to the 
state property. There are a couple of resident 
bobcats but for the most part, they stay off the 
roads. PZC tries to give them a path and has 
managed to succeed in a lot of properties. 

One question brought up in the discussion 
was how the commission ensures these ease-
ments retain their integrity. Zatorski answered 
saying it is a continuing issue. Conservation 
easements are mapped and accessible through 

the town. “If you’re doing some work nearby 
and there’s something that town staff sees, they 
will report it back to us,” described Zatorski, “If 
we see it, we will report it.” Many times, neigh-
bors may bring it up to the PZC as well. Now, 
the commission is starting to require perma-
nent signage on an existing structure. 

Rowland Rux, a member of the PZC, de-
scribed a time when the old Sports on 66 was 
built and had an issue with the conservation 
area in the back. “It was brought into question 
whether it was properly maintained and I be-
lieve it was not,” explained Rux. “We as a com-
mission asked that it would be maintained and 
it was.” 

The commission rarely has to bring people to 
court for disregarding the rules but people have 
complained and done things they shouldn’t 
have, commissioners said. 

“We always give as much latitude within the 
statutes and the regulations,” said Zatorski. “We 
give the property owner, who’s also a taxpayer 
of, and a citizen of East Hampton, the ability to 
present their side of the issue.”

Joe Barber Memorial Scholarship
Applications for The Joe Barber Memorial 

Scholarship are due today, April 5.
A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded by 

the Barber family to an applicant, chosen 
by a selection committee, who has demon-
strated exceptional leadership and who has 
performed selfless service within their school 
and the community.

Applicant must be an East Hampton 

resident graduating with the Class of 2024 
(whether from East Hampton High School or 
another high school) who have been accepted 
to attend an institute of higher learning after 
graduation.

Applications are available at the East 
Hampton High School guidance office or by 
emailing kbarber582@gmail.com.

Resident Presents Project
English majors at Eastern Connecticut State 

University were honored at the close of the fall 
2023 semester during English Night, an annual 
celebration in which awards and presentations 
were given and students were inducted into the 
Sigma Tau Delta honor society.

English and history and social science major 
Kristina Lintz of East Hampton presented her 
independent project, “Industrialization, Class, 
and Social Reform in mid-Victorian Literature.”

Lintz is a member of the Class of 2025.

Carl Guild
Grand Opening

Carl Guild & Associates invites all to a Grand 
Opening open house for its new office at 40 
West High St. The open house will take place 
Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Refreshments will be served, and people 
are invited to enter to win the “Go Local” East 
Hampton gift basket valued at over $250.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

 Sunday services at Bethlehem Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, located at 1 East High 
St., are held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study pre-
cedes the services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. 
Church pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan. 

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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East Hampton Chooses Kindness
By London Brazal

With a mission to improve health and wellbe-
ing, strengthen communities and support those 
in need, Lions Club International is launching 
Choose Kindness Week in East Hampton. 

Mary Krogh, a member of the East Hampton 
Lions Club, is very active within the organiza-
tion, especially in the charitable arm, the Lions 
Clubs International Foundation (LCIF). Since 
its establishment in 1968, LCIF has granted 
over 19,000 awards and has created and rolled 
out programs. With her local, state and national 
work, Krogh was asked to consider sharing a pi-
lot program that LCIF wanted to roll out. The 
program, Choosing Kindness, originally had 
Krogh find one classroom that would like to 
host an initiative on promoting kindness. Lions 
International did not designate specific tasks, 
instead, they wanted the school to create activi-
ties and make a proposal. 

After talking with Superintendent of Schools 
Paul Smith and meeting with some of the school 
principals, the Lions decided to not stop at one 
classroom or even an entire school. They pre-
sented the idea to LCIF to have all four schools 
participate and fund the programs that the stu-

dents come up with that promote kindness. Fol-
lowing that, they didn’t want to stop at one day, 
Krogh and Smith wanted a full week for the ini-
tiative. “Needless to say it increased the [LCIF] 
budget a little bit but that’s okay,” said Krogh. 

During the week of kindness, the executives 
from LCIF would come and see some of the 
programs. However, they will be in Washing-
ton, D.C., during the school week so Smith and 
Krogh extended the program one more day. On 
April 22, the LCIF executives plan to visit all 
four schools while the students and staff show-
case what they have done. “The schools were ec-
static; the teachers came up with programs that 
were totally unbelievable,” Krogh added. 

As Krogh and Smith continued planning, 
Smith didn’t want to limit the program to the 
schools so he came up with the idea to reach out 
to residents and make it a town-wide event. “We 
don’t expect people to spend a lot of money, we 
just want them to do something for their neigh-
bors and to really enhance [the program],” ex-
plained Krogh. 

At the March 25 Board of Education meeting, 
Smith described that a lot of town organizations 

are jumping on board and that the Lions Club 
secured some funding for speakers, T-shirts 
and banners. Signs were also ordered to be put 
throughout town. “We’re grateful for that,” he 
said. “I think it’s going to be a remarkable week 
and I hope you see kindness all over the place in 
East Hampton.”

Krogh reached out to some of the local busi-
nesses and organizations adding that Paul’s and 
Sandy’s is going to participate by giving away 
free “seeds of kindness.” During the same week, 
the Friends of the Lake has their annual lake 
clean-up and encourages people to be involved. 
Carl Guild plans to participate with his agents 
and walk around certain areas of town to pick 
up trash. During that week, Hope Church wants 
to put together goodie bags for emergency 
service volunteers. Citizen’s Bank is going to 
be writing letters to residents of the town and 

sending messages saying “We’re here, we care.” 
The public library is also engaging with the 
program by having 100 acts of kindness so that 
people can come in and pick one of those cards. 
Other organizations planning to participate in-
clude the police department, Parks and Recre-
ation, the Rotary and more. 

“We’re looking to have everyone consider get-
ting involved and having it be a movement,” said 
Krogh. “We want to have this town show that we 
really, truly care.” Furthermore, she thinks the 
week will bring a lot of enthusiasm to the town. 

Individuals who wish to participate in Choos-
ing Kindness Week can contact library director 
Christine Cachuela or stop into the library. Busi-
nesses and organizations may contact Krogh at 
860-977-5760. Choosing Kindness Week will be 
celebrated from April 15 to 22. 

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

 Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Monday Movie Madness: Monday, April 8, 6 
p.m. Bring blankets and get comfy for a screen-
ing of the 1993 film The Sandlot. Pizza will be 
served. Movies at the library are sponsored by 
the East Hampton Prevention Partnership.  

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!: 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m., for ages 18 months to 5 
years (drop-ins and siblings welcome.); Toddler 
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., for children 
ages 18 months to 3 years; Stories & Songs: 
Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 years; 
Baby Rhyme Time: Thursdays, 10:15 a.m., for 
ages birth to 24 months, and their caregivers. 

DIY Days: Grades K-8: DIY Squishy: Satur-
day, April 6, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Activities  available 
while supplies last. No registration required. 

Learn to Play the Ukelele!: Tuesday, April 9, 
1:30-2:30 p.m., for grades 2-8 and their caregiv-
ers. Learn to play the ukelele with musician Julie 
Stepanek. No previous experience required and 

ukeleles provided. Register each participating 
individual to ensure there are enough ukeleles 
for everyone.  

Nintendo Switch Game Play: Grades 1-5: 
Saturday, April 13, 2-3 p.m. Kids can come play 
Carnival Games (rated E 10+). All skill levels 
welcome. 

Teen Programs: Nintendo Switch Game 
Play: Grades 6-12: Saturday, April 6, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Pull up a beanless bag chair in the library Com-
munity Room for a big-screen Nintendo Switch 
hangout. All skill levels welcome.

Middle Grade Dungeons & Dragons One-
Shot: Wednesday, April 10, 4:30-6 p.m., for 
grades 5-7. No previous playing experience 
or past participation required; this is a new 
standalone game in a new world. The library 
will provide basic, fifth-edition characters; all 
supplies included.  

Teen Movie Matinee: Friday, April 12, 2 
p.m., for ages 13 and up. Popcorn will be served. 
Movies are sponsored by the East Hampton Pre-
vention Partnership. 

Adult Programs: LibrarYoga with Amie 
Meacham: Tuesday, April 9, 6:30 p.m. Meacham, 
a Yoga 200 certified instructor, will lead an hour 
of gentle yoga for adults in the Community 
Room. All levels welcome; bring your own mat 
if you have one and wear comfy clothes. 

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated with the Rev. 
Diana Rogers.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 
and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are in 
session. 

Lenten Fundraising Drive Continues: All 
parishioners are asked to donate to the Mission 
Team’s annual Lenten fundraising effort for St. 
Vincent’s School for Handicapped Children in 
Haiti. To donate, write a check with Missions in 
the memo line.

For more information or if in need of assis-
tance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, at 
860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.com.

Protecting the Lake… Cheryl Lobo, member of the East Hampton Conservation & 
Lake Commission and its Lake Smart Program, showing Tracy Gardiner the ways to 
take water from her roof to be captured in a rain garden or dry well. Gardiner and 
her husband Alan recently purchased a home on Raymond Road and part of their 
property contains wet lands that eventually flows into Lake Pocotopaug. They wanted 
to know how they could protect the lake from harmful water run off. Any resident 
on the lake or in the watershed who would like their property to be evaluated, should 
contact the East Hampton Parks and Recreation Department at 860-267-7300 for a 
free evaluation. Photo by Marty Podskoch.

CCC Day to be Celebrated
Civilian Conservation Corps Day will 

be celebrated nationwide on Friday, April 
5 – and the Chatham Historical Society and 
East Hampton Parks and Recreation have an 
event planned to mark the occasion. 

A History Walk of the CCC projects will 
be held at the Salmon River State Park and 
Comstock Bridge on Saturday, April 6, from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  Author and historian Mar-
ty Podskoch will lead the walk. Meet at the 
Salmon River State Park parking area. The 

tour is sponsored by The Chatham Historical 
Society and East Hampton Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Directions: From East Hampton Stop & 
Shop go down Main Street through downtown 
and travel approx one mi. to Route 16. Turn 
left on Rt.16 and go approximately three miles. 
Turn right at the park entrance/Gulf Road, 
and meet at parking area. Dress appropriately. 
Also, no dogs are allowed at this event. For 
more information, call 860-267-2442.

YPCCA to Perform Mean Girls
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts is 

now accepting registrations for its summer the-
ater camp for students in grades 6-12. YPCCA 
will run daily Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m.-2:45 p.m. and meets at East Hampton High 
School from June 27-July 23. 

This year, YPCCA will perform the musical 
Mean Girls. Adapted from Fey’s hit 2004 film, 
Mean Girls was nominated for 12 Tony awards, 
and was itself turned into a movie earlier this 
year. Performances of Mean Girls will take place 
July 18-21 at East Hampton High School. Au-
ditions for the show are held one week before 
camp begins.  

Mornings at the camp will be devoted to 
workshops in skills that include acting, show 
choir, dance, stage make-up, voice, and stage 
combat. Afternoons at camp are spent in re-

hearsals for Mean Girls. 
All students at YPCCA perform onstage by 

participating in the show and “The Event,” a 
cabaret evening of performances rehearsed in 
the morning workshops and presented free of 
charge to the public during the third week of 
camp. Auditions are not mandatory and those 
students who do not audition will be featured in 
the ensemble. There are also ample opportuni-
ties to learn behind-the-scenes skills involved in 
theater work and many campers work as stage 
and set crew.

Registration and more information on the 
camp is available by visiting www.ypcca.org. 
Register by May 1 and tuition is $625 for the 
four weeks. Scholarships are also available for 
students with financial need. Email info@ypcca.
org for more information.

Upcoming Senior Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, located at 105 

Main St., is offering a pair of coach bus trips 
for seniors in the coming months. To register 
or for more information, stop by the center or 
call 860-267-4426. Payment for trips is due at 
signing.

Daffodil Days with Tea at Blithewold: 
Wednesday, May 1. Located in Bristol, R.I., 
overlooking Narragansett Bay, Blithewold is a 
33-acre garden estate. The visit will include a 
Tea Luncheon and a guided tour of the garden 
and 45-room mansion. Cost is $139/person 
based on 35 to 50 participants. Depart at 9 a.m. 
from the senior center and return at 9 p.m. 

Lancaster, Pa., and Performance of Daniel: 
July 17-19. Features a visit to the Old Windmill 
Farm, Quilt Shop, Dinner in an Amish Home, 
National Constitution Center and the Liberty 
Bell.

The trip will include two nights at Comfort 

Suites in Lancaster, Pa. The first night will fea-
ture dinner at a real Amish home. On Day 2, 
vsit the Old Windmill Farm, an authentic 72-
acre working Amish Farm owned by the Lapp 
Family. Visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature 
Horse Farm, a quilt shop, Kitchen Kettle Village, 
with lunch on your own. Then, settle in reserved 
seats at the Sight & Sound Theater for a perfor-
mance of Daniel, a story of exile, faith and trust. 
Have dinner at the Shady Maple Smorgasbord. 

On Day 3, visit Philadelphia’s Independence 
National Historical Park, visit the National 
Constitution Center featuring a multi-media 
“Freedom Rising” exhibit, and walk through 
Philly’s historic district to the Liberty Bell. 

Cost is $645 double occupancy or $779 for a 
single, based on 40 participants. Price includes 
two nights’ hotel, two breakfasts, two dinners, 
sightseeing and admissions, tour escort, driver 
and tour director gratuity.

Seeds of Hope 5K
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton mission group Seeds of Hope will hold its 
annual 5K/10K/Fun Walk Saturday, April 27. 
Pre-register at firstmile-fitness.com; there will 
be a free T-shirt if you register by April 21. You 
can also register in person the day of the race 
starting at 7:30 a.m.  Pick up your number and 
T-shirt beginning at 7:30 a.m. at the church, 59 
Main St.

The race will begin at 9 a.m. at the entrance to 
the Air Line Trail located at Cranberry Bog on 
Smith Street. Transportation will be provided to 

and from the trail head. All participants must 
park at the church. Awards will follow the race 
at the church. 

All proceeds from the race will help to sup-
port local and global charities and to defray 
out-of-pocket costs for Seeds of Hope members 
when they are able to make their next mission 
trip. 

For more information or to register, go to 
firstmile-fitness.com or contact Lisa at 860-918-
1170.
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“Schedule all your worrying 
for a specific half-hour 
about the middle of the day. 
Then take a nap during this 
period.”
– Peterborough, Ont., Examiner

(March 1955)

School Board Appoints New Superintendent
The Board of Education on Tuesday selected a 

new schools superintendent – and it’s a familiar 
face.

The board announced in a press release it has 
unanimously appointed Timothy M. Van Tasel. 
He’ll start July 1, and will succeed retiring su-
perintendent Paul K. Smith, who ends his 40-
year career at the close of the school year.

The board held a special meeting Tuesday to 
make the appointment and officially welcome 
Van Tasel. He most recently has served as su-
perintendent of Suffield Public Schools since 
2019. Prior to that, he served in the same role 
in Hebron. 

Van Tasel’s appointment is a homecoming 
of sorts. He served as assistant superintendent 
in East Hampton from July 2013 to June 2015. 
Previously, he was a principal in Enfield for five 
years, both at the elementary and middle school 
levels. He began his educational career as a 

Grade 5 classroom teacher in West Hartford.
“The Board of Education and community 

of East Hampton have so much to be proud of 
in the investment and commitment they have 
made in support of the East Hampton Pub-
lic Schools,” Van Tasel said. “I am thrilled and 
honored to be returning to this wonderful com-
munity and the close partnerships that had such 
tremendous influence on me both profession-
ally and personally.  The appreciation I have for 
the East Hampton Public Schools community 
in what it has enabled me to do throughout my 
career is what drew me to this very special posi-
tion.”

A graduate of Westfield State College with 
a bachelor’s degree in regional planning, Van 
Tasel earned a master’s degree in public admin-
istration from American International College 
in Springfield, Mass. He earned his second mas-
ter’s degree in elementary education from Cam-

bridge College in Massachusetts.  In addition, 
he earned his sixth year certification, program 
in executive leadership, and doctor of education 
from the University of Connecticut.

Van Tasel’s appointment concludes what the 
board called a competitive search for the posi-
tion. East Hampton public schools has approxi-
mately 1,800 students among its two elementary 
schools, middle school, and high school. 

“The East Hampton board has taken the 
search for our new superintendent very seri-
ously,” said board chair Nancy Kohler in the 
press release. “We listened carefully to our many 
stakeholders who participated in interviews, fo-
cus groups, and an online survey. We spread the 
net wide in our search for candidates and were 
grateful to have an outstanding pool of candi-
dates to choose from. Dr. Timothy Van Tasel 
stood out as an exceptional candidate and fit for 
East Hampton.”

The school board said it hired CABE (Con-
necticut Association of Boards of Education) 
Search Services to guide the search. Consultants 
Mary Broderick and Jack Reynolds gathered 
perspectives from many stakeholders before 
writing the Leadership Profile that outlined the 
strengths and challenges of the district, as well 
as the expectations for the successful candidate. Timothy Van Tasel

Man Arrested in Stabbing
By London Brazal

A local man was arrested Monday night 
and charged with stabbing another man in a 
wooded area in town, East Hampton Police 
said.

At approximately 9:55 p.m. on Monday, 
members of the East Hampton Police Depart-
ment responded to a reported stabbing in a 
wooded area to the rear of 36 East High St., 
near Subway and Atlantis. 

Officers arriving at the scene discovered a 
32-year-old man with multiple stab wounds 
across his body. The man positively identi-
fied his assailant as David Heriot, according 
to police. Police officers, aided by a K9 unit 
from the Connecticut State Police, conducted 
a search of the wooded area behind 36 East 
High St. They successfully located and appre-
hended Heriot, 39, of 8 West Ave. The K9 was 
also able to located the knife used in the as-
sault.

Heriot was arrested and charged with first-
degree assault and first-degree reckless en-
dangerment, police said. 

Heriot and the alleged victim were both 
taken to area hospitals for evaluation. The al-
leged victim suffered non life-threatening in-
juries but remains in the hospital, police said 
in a Tuesday press release.

Heriot was unable to post his $150,000 
bond and appeared at Middletown Superior 
Court on Tuesday. 

David Heriot
Police are continuing to investigate the in-

cident, but they said Heriot knew the alleged 
victim, and “there is no threat to the public.”

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thursdays, 
1-3 p.m.; Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Mexi-
can Train Dominoes: Tuesdays, 1 p.m.; Bingo: 
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in person and via Zoom; 
Cross-Stitch & Embroidery with Shannon: 
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. -- Bring projects to share and 
work on together; Yoga with Kitch: Wednes-
days at 1 p.m. through May 15, and cost is $20; 
Tai Chi: Thursdays, 10:30-11 a.m., through May 
9; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 a.m. Cribbage: 
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. – let the center know in 
advance if you plan to attend; Mahjong: Fri-
days, 10 a.m.-noon – call also to put your name 
on a list if interested in learning how to play; 
Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): Meets the first and third Mondays of 
each month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group (MMM): 
Meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month at 10:30 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Senior Center Book Club Meeting: Tuesday, 

April 9, 10:30 a.m. The Magnificent Lives of Mar-
jorie Post by Allison Pataki will be discussed. 

Special Volunteer Appreciation Celebra-
tion: Wednesday, April 10, 1-3 p.m. All senior 
center volunteers are welcome to attend; call the 
senior center to register. The celebration will 
feature refreshments, and music by the Four 
Fun Band.

Design & Create Class – Beaded Doll Orna-
ments: Thursday, April 11, 1:30 p.m. 

Movie Day at the Senior Center: Friday, 
April 12, 1 p.m. Elvis with Austin Butler and 
Tom Hanks will be shown. The 2022 film is rat-
ed PG-13. Snacks provided. 

Trips: April Lunch for Seniors: Monday, 
April 8, at Imperial Buffet in Berlin. Have 
Chinese-inspired food on your own. Bus will 
leave the center at 11 a.m.  Bus transportation 
is a $4 donation; pay for your own lunch at the 
restaurant.

Shopping at the Estuary Thrift Shop in Old 
Saybrook: Wednesday, April 17, 11 a.m. Have 
lunch on your own at The Little Pub. Cost is a 
$4 donation for transportation. .

Shopping Trip to Windham Walmart: 
Wednesday, May 1, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Take a trip 
to Walmart for some shopping and then have 
lunch on your own at a location to be deter-
mined. A donation of $4 for transportation is 
requested. 

Coach Trip Offerings!: May 1: Daffodil Days 
with Tea at Blithewold, Narraganset, R.I.;July 
17-19: Trip to Lancaster, Pa., to see Sight & 
Sound Theater’s presentation of Daniel. July 17 
to 19, Lancaster Pa. Fliers with details are avail-
able at the Senior Center.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. 
Call in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to 
khemphill@easthamptonct.gov. The shopper 
will call you before the drop-off to let you know 
the cost of the groceries. You can write out a 
check for the amount, payable to the Town of 
East Hampton. The volunteer will drop off the 
groceries at your door and pick up the check in 
a prearranged designated spot.

Gelding Clinic
The Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue is 

hosting the annual Gelding Clinic on Satur-
day, April 20 (rain date: Sunday, April 21), 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., to help economically 
challenged horse owners castrate their colts/
stallions. 

Veterinary students from Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts Uni-
versity, under the direct supervision of both 
Tufts and local veterinarians, have all volun-
teered their time to perform the gelding.  Cost 
is $125 per horse/mule/donkey and covers all 
necessary aspects of the procedure, including 

anesthesia administration by trained profes-
sionals, the surgery itself, pain medication for 
comfort, and a penicillin injection to prevent 
infection. 

Note: the clinic will take place at the CDHR 
(113 Chestnut Hill Rd.), so the rescue will be 
closed to the public on that day.

Pre-registration and pre-payment are re-
quired.  Registration deadline is April 8. To 
find out more and to register, visit www.ct-
draftrescue.org/geldingclinic2024. Questions 
can be sent to ctdraftrescue@aol.com.  
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CCC Day to be Celebrated

CCC Camp Stuart enrollees are shown working on their camp road and pathways 
in East Hampton. The camp was in existence from 1935-37. Photo by Chatham His-
torical Society.

Civilian Conservation Corps Day will be cel-
ebrated nationwide on Friday, April 5 – and the 
Chatham Historical Society and East Hampton 
Parks and Recreation have an event planned to 
mark the occasion. 

On April 5, 1933, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt created the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) with Executive Order 6101. The order set 
out the framework for how the CCC would be 
run and established a fund of $10 million for the 
Corps. This innovative federally funded organi-
zation put millions of Americans to work during 
the Great Depression on projects with environ-
mental benefits.

The CCC was a public works program that 
operated from 1933 to 1942 as part of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. It targeted sin-
gle men, 18-25 years old, and WWI veterans in 
relief of families that had difficulty finding jobs 
during the Great Depression. The program pro-
vided unskilled manual labor in environmental 
conservation and the development of natural re-
sources in rural lands.

The program employed 3,463,766 men who 
worked a 40-hour week for $30 a month. The 
government sent $25 a month home to their par-
ents, leaving the men $5 in spending money. The 
camps were run by the U. S. Army which pro-
vided enrollees with food, clothing, shelter, and 
medical care.  

CCC camps were located in all 48 states and 
these territories: Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands (St. Thomas, St. John, 
St. Croix). There were separate camps for white 
enrollees, Black enrollees, unemployed veterans 
who served in World War I, and Native Ameri-
cans who worked on tribal lands.

In Connecticut there were 21 CCC  camps that 
were set up in these towns, state parks and for-
ests: West Cornwall, Housatonic Meadows; Ni-
antic, Military Reservation; Hampton, Natchaug; 
Haddam, Cockaponset; Union, Nipmuck; New 
Fairfield, Squantz Pond; Cobalt, Meshomasic; 
Voluntown, Pachaug; Thomaston, Black Rock; 
East Hartland, Tunxis; West Goshen, Mohawk; 
Clinton, Cockaponset; Burrville, Paugnut; River-

ton, American Legion State Forest; East Hamp-
ton, Salmon River; Danbury, Wooster Mountain; 
Stafford Springs, Shenipsit; Portland, Meshoma-
sic; Windsor/Poquonock, Experiment Station 
Land; Kent, Macedonia Brook, and Madison, 
Cockaponset.

The Army Government Dock in New Lon-
don was the supply depot for all the Connecticut 
camps.

The CCC enrollees built trails, roads, parks, 
campsites and dams, stocked fish, built and 
maintained fire tower observers’ cabins and tele-
phone lines, fought fires, and planted millions of 
trees.

During its nine years of existence, CCC en-
rollees throughout the country were credited 
with renewing the nation’s decimated forests by 
planting an estimated three billion trees. The 
men also built hundreds of state and national 
parks, with cabins, artificial lakes, and water sup-
ply systems.  Much of the infrastructure in the 
U.S. National Park Service was created using 
CCC labor. Enrollees built more than 3,000 fire 
towers, constructed 46,854 bridges and 125,000 
miles of roads, built 13,100 miles of foot trails, 
stocked 972 million fish, and improved 40 mil-
lion acres of farmland. The education program 
taught approximately 110,000 illiterate enrollees 
to read and write.

To celebrate CCC Day and its 91st Anniver-
sary, a History Walk of the CCC projects will be 
held at the Salmon River State Park and Com-
stock Bridge on Saturday, April 6, from 9:30-
10:30 a.m.  Author and historian Marty Pods-
koch will lead the walk. Meet at the Salmon River 
State Park parking area. The tour is sponsored by 
The Chatham Historical Society and East Hamp-
ton Parks and Recreation Department.

Directions: From East Hampton Stop & Shop 
go down Main Street through downtown and 
travel approx one mi. to Route 16. Turn left on 
Rt.16 and go approximately three miles. Turn 
right at the park entrance/Gulf Road, and meet at 
parking area. Dress appropriately. Also, no dogs 
are allowed at this event. For more information, 
call 860-267-2442.

Lake Clean-Up Day Coming
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug, with the 

help and support of the Conservation Lake 
Commission and East Hampton Parks and 
Recreation, will hold the town’s annual Lake 
Clean-Up Day on Saturday, April 20. Vol-
unteers are welcome to come down to Sears 
Park at 9 a.m. to help clean.

All volunteers will receive a Friends of Lake 
Pocotopaug T-shirt, gloves, plastic bags, di-
rections and assignments along with a snack 

at Sears Park.
Dumpsters will be placed at Sears Park for 

bringing metals, tires (no rims) , wood, plas-
tics and brush. No furniture, mattresses or 
household items allowed.  Friends of the Lake 
will only be collecting its plastic bags from 
around the perimeter of the lake. Full details 
are available at www.flpeh.org. 

For more information, call Joe Carbonell at 
860-917-7366.

Donations Sought for Concert Series
Donations to the 2024 Joseph N. Goff House 

Gazebo Concert Series are being accepted.
Donation levels include Maestro Sponsor - 

$250, Soprano Sponsor - $150, Alto Sponsor - 
$75, Tenor Sponsor - $50, Bass Sponsor - $25, or 
any amount you wish to contribute. Donations 
help pay for the musical entertainment and 
publicity for the concerts, which will be held on 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. at the Center School Ga-

zebo in the East Hampton Village Center during 
the summer of 2024.

Tax-deductible checks (Tax ID number is 06-
1494507) should be made payable to The Joseph 
N. Goff House Inc., and mailed to: The Joseph 
N. Goff House, Inc., P.O. Box 337, East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424. Call 860-918-4400 for more in-
formation.

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or for more information on 
any program, email middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or 
call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O. Box 
123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Art Exhibit: April’s exhibit features photo-
graphs by East Haddam resident Everett Hart, 
with a closing artist’s reception on Friday, April 
26, from 4-6 p.m. 

Coffee Time at the Library: Mondays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Stop by and have a 
fresh cup.

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Fly Fishing with Rowan Lytle:  Thursday, 
April 11, 7 p.m., featuring a talk on Big Striper 
Strategies. 

Poetry Reading and Drumming Event: Fri-
day, April 12, 3 p.m., with East Hampton Poet 
Laureate Stan Lindh, known professionally as 
“Sympetalous.” All are invited to come hear 
original work by Lindh and share some work of 
your own or poems you enjoy by other poets.

Yoga: Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., 
Saturdays at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. To 
register, email tensummitst@gmail.com.

Family Yoga Series: Fridays at 9:30 a.m., 
for 45 minutes. Class runs for six weeks, from 

April 19-May 24. For a family of two, fee is $12 
to drop in or $60 for the series; pay an extra $3 
for each additional person in the family. Email 
zenlotus860@yahoo.com for more information 
and to register. 

Pilates: Thursdays at 6 p.m. Sign up for six 
classes at $10 per class and get a seventh class 
free, or pay $12 to drop in. To register, call 203-
592-4448 or email abstite@sbcglobal.net.

A Program on Living With Connecticut’s 
Wildlife: Saturday, April 27, 1 p.m. This presen-
tation by Master Wildlife Conservationist Paul 
Colburn focuses on how to live with and enjoy 
such wild neighbors as black bears, Eastern 
coyote, bobcat, fisher, raccoon, skunk Virginia 
Opossum, red and gray fox, woodchuck, white 
tailed deer, birds, bats, reptiles and amphibians.

Local Artist Display
Local artist Geralyn Yocher is exhibiting her 

work at Town Hall during April. 
Yocher attended Central Connecticut State 

University, graduating from the Art Education 
Master’s Program. She taught art in Portland 
Public Schools for eight years and at Wesleyan 
Potters in the children’s pottery program. 

Yocher paints in oils, acrylics and watercol-
ors; her medium of choice is watercolors.

Bar Association to
Award Scholarships

The Middlesex County Bar Association will 
award a total of $3,000 in funding for two scholar-
ships of $1,500 each. Applications are due today.

All high school seniors residing within Mid-
dlesex County are eligible. Middlesex County 
includes the Rivereast towns of Portland and 
East Hampton. 

The award recipients will be honored at the 
association’s Law Day luncheon on May 3.

Applications can be obtained from Paladino 
and any questions can be answered by con-
tacting him at rfpgwpsherwood@aol.com. The 
deadline to receive applications is April 5.

Police News
3/27: Caleb Sonnichsen, 34, of 137 Ague 

Spring Rd., Haddam Neck, was issued a sum-
mons for speeding, East Hampton Police said. 

4/1: Bonnie Sweet-Reilly, 61, of 41 Lake Blvd., 
was arrested and charged with sixth-degree lar-
ceny and two counts of third-degree criminal 
mischief, police said.

From March 25-31,officers responded to 12 
medical calls, two motor vehicle crashes and sev-
en alarms, and made 39 traffic stops, police said.

Finance Board Left with More Questions Regarding Budget
By London Brazal

Budget deliberations are continuing, and the 
Board of Finance (BOF) was left with difficult 
decisions as members debated what could be 
cut during last week’s special meeting. 

After receiving the town manager’s and 
schools superintendent’s recommended bud-
gets, the BOF hosted a series of public meet-
ings and hearings to discuss and deliberate 
before sending their recommended budget to 
the Town Council. However, following com-
ments about major items such as the increase 
for the East Hampton Ambulance Association 
and necessary capital improvement projects, 
the BOF appears to have unsure opinions about 
what will be passed. 

At the special budget meeting on March 27, 
the BOF received notice of a few changes that 
could help lower the overall increase. Town 
Manager David Cox shared that Finance Direc-
tor Jeff Jylkka and East Hampton Police Chief 
Dennis Woessner have thoroughly assessed the 
Police Special Services Fund, specifically on 
the allocated funds for vehicles. Following an 
analysis of billing against expenses already in-
curred, they propose that the expense for police 
vehicle replacement in FY 2025 should be cov-
ered through a transfer from the Police Special 
Services Fund. This decision would release the 
funds currently held in the vehicle sinking fund, 
allowing them to be utilized for Department of 
Public Works (DPW) vehicle acquisitions, re-
ducing the amount needed for a transfer of gen-
eral taxes. 

“That would be $72,600 that could be reduced 

ultimately off of the levy needed for the capital 
improvements plan,” said Cox. 

For the last few years, there has been a request 
to hire an additional officer because about 50% 
of the time, only two officers are working. Many 
finance board members expressed their support 
of an additional police officer in the budget, but 
mentioned how there may need to be a trade-
out in the capital. 

“I’m in favor of another officer. If we get the 
officer, we might have to take something else 
out of either capital or police budget,” said BOF 
member Ted Turner. 

One of the larger debates the finance board 
faces is how much should go into the capital im-
provement plan designated for fixing roads in 
town. Cox presented a line chart showing the 
anticipated impact of various potential funding 
in the next five fiscal years. On the chart, the in-
creases of $450,000 annually correlated with an 
overall deterioration in road conditions. Con-
versely, funding at $1 million annually is linked 
with an overall improvement in road condition 
ratings. 

However, both the $850,000 annual and 
$650,000 incremental amounts ultimately result 
in the same ending road condition after the five-
year period. At a capital improvement commit-
tee meeting, Public Works Director Matt Walsh 
suggested the $650,000 incremental plan. 

“That’s $650,000 this coming year, a $200,000 
increase, and then a commitment on ourselves 
to add another $100,000 over the next four years 
after that,” said Cox. Ultimately, an incremental 

approach would offer gradual increases rather 
than jumping to a higher allocated amount an-
nually. The BOF has to decide if they put the 
money all in now, or add a little bit over time. 

Another heavily discussed topic was the 
$175,000 increase the East Hampton Ambu-
lance Association (EHAA) has asked for. Much 
of that increase would go toward hiring a full-
time chief as well as additional per-diem paid 
staff. Multiple board members said they were 
not ready to make a decision without more in-
formation. 

One of the larger concerns was response 
times and how the funding helps that. Chief 
Donald Scranton said that funding positions 
have helped improve getting to calls faster and 
more efficiently. Turner said he has heard hor-
ror stories about other towns that do not have 
an ambulance and have to have EMS services 
from other towns. He said if the increased fund-
ing allows the EHAA to keep the response times 
steady, “I think our money is very well-spent.” 

BOF chairperson Bridget McLennan also ad-
dressed concerns about funding. “If we’re going 
to dump in $175,000 [per year] for the next five 
years, where are we going to be?” stated McLen-
nan. “We don’t have control at all. They’re com-
pletely independent from the town, but the 
bigger concern is where we are going to be in 
five years. That’s a lot of taxpayer money over a 
period of time.” 

Finance board member Richard Brown made 
mention of last year’s budget process – where 

the EHAA also requested an increase of around 
$175,000, but did not receive it. According to 
Brown, the town agreed to pay off the balance 
of an ambulance. One of the conditions was 
that the town would have representation on the 
EHHA Board of Directors. Following the agree-
ment, now-former town councilman Brandon 
Goff and now-former BOF member – and cur-
rent Town Council member – Deb Cunning-
ham acted as liaisons.  

Brown also brought up that if the town were 
to start paying EHAA salaries, “are they to be 
considered town employees? What benefits, su-
pervision, and representation may they be en-
titled to?”

Scranton noted that the EHAA’s goal has al-
ways been to provide the best service to the resi-
dents of East Hampton. Like the Board of Edu-
cation budget, the ambulance’s budget has been 
losing state funding. Scranton explained that in 
the direction the state is going, EMS services 
are leaning toward one or two conglomerates. 
“They can do the bare minimum and you kind 
of don’t have a choice,” said Scranton. 

According to the town’s charter, the BOF’s 
recommended budget must be presented to the 
Town Council no later than April 15. By the end 
of the meeting, the BOF members had some 
firm stances but ultimately will have to con-
tinue discussions while keeping the taxpayer’s 
thoughts in mind. The next Board of Finance 
meeting will be held on April 15 at 7 p.m. 
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Choose a fellowship-trained 
orthopedist.

Visit any of 9 local offi ces.

Go where minimally invasive 
is highly valued.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

When choosing an orthopedic or spine specialist, you deserve 
best-in-class care along with a great patient experience. Take the fi rst 
step. See a fellowship-trained physician from Middlesex Orthopedic 
& Spine Associates, where minimally invasive treatments and robotic 
assisted surgeries speed your recovery. Visit Middlesex Orthopedic & 
Spine Associates. One step closer to relief. 

MIDDLETOWN   |    HEBRON   |    MARLBOROUGH   |    WESTBROOK   |    NORTH HAVEN   |    NEWINGTON   |    MIDDLESEXORTHO.COM

JOINT REPLACEMENT  |   SPINE  |   FOOT & ANKLE  |   HAND & UPPER EXTREMITY  |   SPORTS MEDICINE  |   PHYSICAL THERAPY  |   REGENERATIVE MEDICINE

Urgent ortho walk-in care.
Most major insurance plans accepted. 

CIT3-21-24

A How-To Guide in Building Your Own Greenhouse
Blueprint for Localism

A Different Kind
of Greenhouse

Year-round supply of fresh 
vegetables. More than enough

for family and resale.

• Key features are: Radiant 
Heating, Retractable Shelving 
(vertical farming), LED Lighting
• Complete Parts Lists
• Detailed Drawings for 
Carpentry, Plumbing & Electrical
• 12 foot x 16 foot size

Hardcover $45.00 
Paperback $40.00

Available on 

AmazonC
IT

4-
4-
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2023 of SOLD in total

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia,
Andover, and Bozrah! R

E3
-1

5-
24

 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located 

at 17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, in-
vites all to online or in-person worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. 
Refreshments are served after the service. 

Spring Concert: The music worship event 
“Lifted Up Concert of Joy” will be held Sun-
day, May 5, at 9 a.m. The Vocal Choir and its 
musicians on keyboard, violin, guitars and 
drums will give a celebration of Jesus’ love 
through contemporary music.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the 
church’s Puppet Ministry features Digger the 
Dog and some of his friends from Farmer M’s 
Red Barn to help explain the meaning of the 
message topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 

K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the wor-
ship service. The theme is “Friends with God” 
and is taught through Bible stories where the 
characters are friends with God. A toddler 
nursery is also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members are 
welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Music Room. The study is on the Holy 
Spirit. 

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering 
will be Tuesday, April 16, from 1-3 p.m. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 
860-267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.
hncovenantchurch.org.

Kindergarten Registration
Memorial Elementary School in East Hamp-

ton is accepting applications for all children eli-
gible to enter kindergarten in September. 

Any child who is five years old on or before 
Sept. 1, 2024, is eligible to register for Memorial’s 
kindergarten program. If your child will not be 5 
by this date but will be 5 by Jan. 1, 2025, and you 
would like them to attend kindergarten in the 
2024-25 school year, you must submit a request 
for early entry.

Registration packets are available in the Me-
morial School lobby, at East Hampton Public 
Library, and at www.easthamptonps.org. Com-
pleted registration forms are due to the Memo-
rial School office by Thursday, March 28, along 
with a full-size copy of the child’s birth certificate 
and proof of residency in East Hampton. 

In addition, a current health assessment form 

must be on file with the school nurse’s office by 
Friday, Aug. 9. Students may not begin kinder-
garten until vaccination records have been sub-
mitted.

Once all completed registration paperwork is 
returned to Memorial, you will be contacted to 
schedule a screening appointment for your child. 

Screening appointments will be held Monday, 
May 13; Wednesday, May 15; and Friday, May 17. 
Appointments will be scheduled for half-hour 
time blocks between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. If you 
have requested early entry to kindergarten for 
your 4-year-old, you will be also scheduled for 
an additional assessment on Monday, May 20, or 
Friday, May 24.

Contact the Memorial School office at 860-
365-4020 if you have questions regarding the 
registration process.
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15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Call Today!

Want or Need to Sell? Call Now!!!

30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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(860) 228-8512
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142 East High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424
www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome

Tired of expensive quotes?Tired of expensive quotes?
We work within your budget!We work within your budget!

CALL TODAY! 860-576-1836

One coupon per household.
Must present coupon at time of 
estimate to receive discount. 
Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Restrictions may 
apply. Expires 10-15-2024.

SPRING SPECIAL!

20% OFF 
any service

Driveway Envy | 860-576-1836

HIC #0669946
Licensed & Insured

Senior Citizen & Active Military Discounts

C
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Martin H. Zase, DMD, MAGD, AAACD
Radhee Sheth, DMD, NEACD

Colchester Dental Group
860.537.2351

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist ACCREDITED in Cosmetics by the AACD and has served as their president.

79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Personalized Financial Options Available.
Pre-pay and Senior Discounts or Low Monthly Payments through CareCredit.

Both dentists are members of
the Academy of General Dentistry and

the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
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Please contact
info@chathamhealth.org

with any questions!
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Wednesday is 
Pasta Night!

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchesterct.
gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. can 
also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Ave.

Dog Training Classes: Saturdays, April 6-May 
18 (rain date of May 25 if needed), from 9-10 
a.m., at Ruby Cohen Woodlands. No class April 
13; also, no dogs allowed at the April 6 class. For 
ages 18 and older. Class minimum is 4, and maxi-
mum is 8. Fee: $150/resident, $155/non-resident.

Summer Day Camp: Camp registration is 
underway. The summer day camp, for kids en-
tering grades K-7 in the fall, will run June 24-
Aug. 16, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. each day. Cost per week is $170/child. Af-
tercare is an additional $45 each week. Cost in-
cludes all activities and field trips but does not 

include food. All snacks and lunches must be 
sent with your camper. There are separate camps 
for grades K-5 and grades 6-7.

Counselor-in-Training (C.I.T.) Leadership 
Program: For ages 14 and up. Session 1: June 
24-July 12 (no camp July 4 or 5); Session 2: July 
15-Aug. 2. Hours are: Monday-Friday, from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day. Fee: $125. Upon successful 
completion of the program you can volunteer as 
a Junior Counselor at day camp from July 15-
Aug. 16. You’ll attend camp for free.

Colchester Youth Theatre Camp: For kids 
entering grades 2-7 in the fall. The two-week ses-
sion runs Aug. 12-23, Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This two-week camp is 
designed to immerse kids in the world of the-
atre, culminating with performance of a play on 
Friday, Aug. 23. No acting experience necessary. 
Fee: $300/camper. A minimum of 20 campers is 
required, with a maximum of 40 campers.

CONTACT US FOR A TOUR
860.889.1252

165 McKinley Avenue,  
Norwich, CT 
Monday - Friday 
8am - 4:30pm

Ross Adult Day Center provides care during the day for older 
and/or disabled people who cannot safely stay home alone while 
their caregiver is at work or taking some much-needed respite 
time. Our licensed and medically trained staff provide high quality 
personalized care at an affordable rate.  
Services include:

• Pick-up/drop-off transportation 
• Beneficial social and recreational activities
• Home-cooked meals
• Onsite healthcare, nursing, 
   and personal care assistance
• Funding assistance available 

ucfseldercare.org

Keep them HOME WITH YOU
by spending the DAY WITH US.
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Two Great Locations:         Colchester  860 267-7600     Clinton  860 664-1620      1.800.326.SHED
Sale ends April 30, 2024.  Not to be combined with any other offer.

1979 - 2024

45 Years of Building Quality!

10x12 12x16 12x16
BIGCAREFREE’S SPRING SALE
SAVE

12x20 6x8

Carefree Vinyl Pavilion 

 $14,995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Vinyl Garage 

 $9,995!NOW
ONLY

All In-Stock  
Poly Furniture    
15% OFF!

2 Folding Chairs  
with Coffee Table

Chicken Coops 

 $2995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Colonial

$4995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Cottage 

$7995!NOW
ONLY

Includes Ramp!

With Nesting Boxes

Includes Storage 
Loft & Ramp!

Just$989!

CF-8803  Carefree April Ad
Citizen/RE 6.5 x 6
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HURRY IN – THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

0% 
Financing

for 12 months 
to qualified buyers!

CIT3-28-24

CIT4-4-24

KITCHEN
Tue & Sat 10am-5pm
Wed-Fri 10am-6pm
Sun & Mon Closed

RETAIL
Mon-Tue & Sat 9am-5pm
Wed-Fri 9am-6pm
Sun Closed

15% 
OFF 

Retail Purchases 
Only 

Valid for Monday, Tuesday 
& Wednesday.

Advertised and unadvertised 
in-store specials excluded 

from discount. Exp. 4/28/24.

AN OCEAN OF CHOICES:
swordfish, tuna, salmon, 
shrimp, clams, mussels, 
live lobsters, soft shell 

crabs, CT River shad,
shad roe and more!

The Freshest Seafood in CT!
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2444 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Now Open! Mon-Sat 7:00am-7:30pm

Sun 7:00am-7:00pm860-537-4325

Spring Special!Spring Special!

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 3/31/24

Sign up for ANY 
package for the 
price of a wash

SINGLE
WASH
$15

GO
UNLIMITED
$30/MO

SINGLE
WASH
$12

GO
UNLIMITED
$25/MO

EXTERIOR 
WASH & DRY

BASIC

199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

championskarateCT

(860) 531-8746
www.colchesterchampionskarate.com
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CLASSES
7 DAYS
A WEEK
for Ages 3
thru Adult

Krav Maga
Self Defense Classes

on Thursday at 6:30pm
Now Now 

offeringoffering

(860) 267-6102 • EAST HAMPTON, CT

Suburban

www.subsanserv.com

Spring Is Here!

CALL (860) 267-6102 TODAY!

Sanitation Service

RE3-29-24

Now is the time to get
your septic tank cleaned.

Quality Childcare in a few steps
Register on our booking app for free 1.
Browse through list of local, vetted

and certified sitters.
2.

Pick the day you need service 3.
Complete request, sitter will confirm 4.

www.eastriversitters.com(860) 474-3292

Scan Me 
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OUR OFFICE IN COLCHESTER

121 Broadway, Suite 2, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 649-1120

womenshealthct.com/practices/manchester-ob-gyn-associates
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— ADDITIONAL OFFICE LOCATIONS —
388 West Center St., Manchester • 394 West Center St., Manchester

OUR PROVIDERS ARE: 
Daniel S. Welling, M.D. • Lawrence Arky, M.D.

Aziza Omrani, M.D. • Lydia Lormand, DO
Christine Armstrong, M.D. • Pamela Frappier, PA 

Ariel Herron, CNM • Jaime Liebig, CNM
Virginie Eklund, CNM

We are pleased
to announce

Cory Arnold, APRN
has joined 

Manchester OBGYN. 
We offer full scope Obstetrics & Gynecology,

Midwifery Care, Contraception & Family Planning, 
Menopause Management, Pre-conception Counseling, 

Infertility, Colposcopy/ LEEP, In-Office Surgery,
Robotic Surgery, 3D Mammography,

AIUM Accredited In-Office Ultrasound

COME DRIVE FOR US  
AT M&J BUS!!!
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School Bus Drivers Needed
For Our Colchester, East Hampton

& Portland Terminals

Apply at www.mjbusinc.com
or

Colchester: (860) 537-2622
East Hampton: (860) 267-0004

Portland: (860) 342-2217
Equal Opportunity Employer

• $1,500 sign-on bonus for fully licensed School 
Bus Drivers. Contact us for details.
• Training provided if not fully licensed
• New trainees’ licensing fees 100% reimbursed 
after 60 driving days
• High pay; part-time work; great hours
• Driving rates and pay determined by experience
• Great for stay-at-home parents, retirees
• Family friendly environment
• Drive your kids to school; parents of preschool 
children can take their kids to work with them – 
save on daycare costs.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor is 
the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is open 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office can be 
reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederated-
church.org under the Worship tab. Updated in-
formation is also on the church’s Facebook page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 
September through June. Children in grades pre-

K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is located 
just off the sanctuary. Visit the church website 
for more information and to register for Sunday 
School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the church 
library Monday-Wednesday and Friday at noon 
and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays. On Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., 
Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem Room and AA 
meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Memorial Day Participants Welcome
On Sunday, May 26, Colchester will hold its 

annual Memorial Day Parade, and local groups 
are encouraged to participate. Each contingent 
willing to march or bring a float can obtain an 
application online, at www.colchesterct.gov/
memorial-day-parade-committee, or from the 
first selectman’s office at  Town Hall. 

The parade committee said it expects to have 
several military units represented. They includ-
ed the Army National Guard 1109th TASM-G, 
U S Navy, US Marine Reserve, US Coast Guard 
and the Air Force Reserve.

The theme of this year’s parade will be the 

Battle of Anzio, and the Medal of Honor award 
presented to William Johnston who was award-
ed it as a result of his efforts in the World War 
II battle. Many other local WWII veterans 
were also part of this battle. There will also be 
a Grand Marshall and guest speaker who are yet 
to be nominated. Residents of Colchester can 
offer suggestions to the parade committee.

The Colchester Parade Committee will again 
award prizes for the best volunteer marching 
unit, best float meeting this years parade theme 
and most creative float.

Bacon Academy Golf
Eyes Strong Spring

By Josh Howard
The numbers have continued to increase for 

the golf teams at Bacon Academy. 
After working with a thin roster a year ago, 

head coaches Craig Kupper and Dave Mason 
have a group of 15 boys and six girls that are 
set to compete this spring. 

Kupper said it’s a blending of a few experi-
enced golfers and some newcomers that have 
added to the depth of the programs. 

On the boys’ side, seniors Alex Gallardo and 
John Ceruti return after they finished as the 
top two Bobcats golfers at the Division II state 
championships a year ago. Gallardo placed 
37th, shooting an 89, and Ceruti placed 54th 
after shooting a 94. 

The seniors, along with sophomore Devon 
Kudrak, made up three of the five Bobcats that 
competed at the Eastern Connecticut Confer-
ence (ECC) championships a year ago when 
Bacon Academy placed seventh, finishing only 
nine strokes out of a top-three finish. 

Kupper said the new golfers are pushing the 
returning golfers for spots in the lineup, saying 
the added competition is “a good thing.”

On the girls’ side, the Bobcats have four of 
the five golfers returning from the ECC group-
ing last spring.

Senior Mia Belacamino shot a 55 to tie for 
10th individually at the conference champi-
onships last spring. Senior Olivia Teller and 
junior Olivia Sobota each shot a 66, while 
sophomore Abby Stillwell shot a 68 at the ECC 
finals a year ago. Leyla Hall and Lily Koziol 
will round out the six girls that will be com-
peting this spring. 

Despite having only 21 total golfers on the 
team, Kupper said he believes the experience 
the returning golfers gained last week could 
pay dividends this spring. 

“We definitely have some competition for 
playing time,” added Kupper, who has seen 
some positive signs during practice rounds. 
“They are putting up pretty good numbers al-
ready and we are hoping for a nice season.”

Both teams hold their home meets at Chan-
ticlair Golf Course in Colchester. 

The boys are slated to open the regular sea-
son at home on Thursday, April 18 against 
Norwich Free Academy at 3 p.m.  The girls 
start the regular season on the road, visiting 
Old Lyme Country Club to face East Lyme on 
Tuesday, April 16 before hosting Norwich Free 
Academy on Monday, April 22. Both matches 
tee off at 3 p.m.  

Shredding Old Tax and Personal Records
Residents and businesses of Colchester and 

area towns can safely shred their financial and 
personal records Saturday, April 27, from 9 
a.m.-noon, at the Colchester Town Hall park-
ing lot. 

Boy Scout Troop 72 will have certified shed-
ding company “File Shred” in place to accept 
and safely shred your financial records. You 
can watch the items being put into the shred-
der and destroyed. Old personal documents, 
tax information and medical records etc. will be 
accepted.

Costs are $5 for a bag the size of a plastic gro-
cery bag and $10 for boxes the size of a case of 
copy paper or case of beer. A bulk price can be 
negotiated for larger quantities of records. There 
is no need to take off paper clips or stapled.

Additionally, the troop will accept recyclable 
cans and bottles on the day of the shredding 
event.

Funds raised will be used to help Troop 72 
maintain its equipment purchases, camping 
scholarships, enhance its monthly camping 
program, defray program costs, cost of summer 
camps and support the high adventure trips. 
Contact Al Letendre at letendrej@sbcglobal.net 
for more information.

Project Graduation Trivia Night Fundraiser
Bacon Academy Project Graduation invites 

all to a Trivia Night fundraiser Friday, April 
26, at the Polish Club, 395 S. Main St. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. and the game begins at 7:30 
p.m. 

Tickets include a pasta dinner hosted by 
BA First Day and a baked goods auction at 
7 p.m. It will be a night of prizes, raffles and 
trivia facts. Tickets are $30 per person, with 
tables seating up to 10. Registration and more 
information is available at baconacademypro-

jectgrad.org.
The mission of Bacon Academy Project 

Graduation is to enhance drug- and alcohol-
free awareness by providing safe and healthy 
graduation events for all graduating Bacon 
seniors. All of the events Project Graduation 
host are entirely paid for through the fun-
draising efforts and contributions of Bacon 
Academy parents and students, and our local 
businesses and community members.

Colchester Budget Survey
The Board of Finance invites all residents to 

fill out the annual budget survey. The survey 
is located at www.surveymonkey.com/r/Col-
chesterCTBudget2024. 
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We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $159.99 •  5-Steps only $197.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No Quantity 
Limits

No Mail In
Rebates

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

 Certified Pre-Owned Cars
 CT Emission Testing & Repair
 Latest in Diagnostic Equipment
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Keeping 
You Running 
Since 1982!

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 42 Years Serving
 Colchester

Hand Picked Selection of
Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

373 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT

860-537-1140
www.desmondsauto.com

Less than stellar 

credit, no problem!
Great credit, 
great rates!

report with every vehicle

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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P.O. Box 32 • Marlborough

April Programs at Cragin
Cragin Memorial Library, located at 8 Lin-

wood Ave., has announced the following April 
programs and events. For more information or 
full program descriptions, call 860-537-5752 or 
visit www.craginlibrary.org.

Superhero Party: Monday, April 8, 2:30-3:15 
p.m., for grades K-5. Registration required, by 
calling 860-537-7201.

Fairy Garden Crafting: Tuesday, April 9, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., for all ages. Registration re-
quired, by calling 860-537-7201.

All-Ages Craft – Seed Bombs: Wednesday, 
April 10. Stop by the adult department to pick 
up a craft kid while supplies last.

Children’s Craft – Take & Make: Wednesday, 
April 10, and Mondays, April 15, 22 and 29. Pick 
up your kit in the children’s department. Themes 
are: 4/10: Farm Animal; 4/15: Construction; 
4/22: Pets; 4/29: 3-D Flowers. Wednesday, April 
10. 

Family Movie Night: Wish: Wednesday, 
April 10, 5:30 p.m. Wear your PJs, bring a snack, 
and watch a movie.

Free Play: Tubes & Tunnels: Thursday, April 
11, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Ages 2-7 are invited 
for a sensory play experience with tubes, tunnels 
and pom-poms.

Life Insurance Educational Events: Thurs-
day, April 11, 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Learn about life 
insurance options with Mark Macrina, a local 
insurance agent. For ages 18 and up. 

Medicare Educational Events: Thursday, 
April 11, 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. Macrina will talk 
about Medicare (enrollment, drug stages, pen-
alties, etc.) and the differences between origi-
nal Medicare and Medicare Advantage. This is 
an informational seminar; no individual health 

discussed. For accommodations of persons with 
special needs, call 860-338-1466 TTY 711.

All-Ages Craft – Paper and Pipecleaner Lil-
ies: Friday, April 12. Stop by the adult depart-
ment to pick up a craft kid while supplies last.

Sensory Table Plus: Friday, April 12, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Ages 2-5 are invited to Cragin’s usual sen-
sory table with some aged sensory experiences.

STEAM Saturday: Popcorn: Saturday, April 
13. Best suited grades K-5. Pick up your kit, 
watch a video, and experiment.

Teen Writing Club: Wednesday, April 17, 
3-3:45 p.m., for ages 14-20. 

Nerd Camp: Wednesday, April 17, 4:15-4:45 
p.m., for grades 3-5. This month, swap stickers. 
Registration is required; call 860-537-7201.

Foodie Fun: Saturday, April 20. Grab your 
bag of goodies, watch the video online and cre-
ate a seasonal treat. For kids and teens.

Watercolor Bookmarks: Saturday, April 20, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. This all-ages craft is held in the 
lobby. 

Cragin Book Club: Monday, April 22, 6 p.m. 
How Lucky by Will Leitch will be discussed.

Teen & Adult Craft – Felt Flower Bookmark: 
Wednesday, April 24. Stop by the adult depart-
ment to pick up a craft kid while supplies last.

Children’s Art Night: Watercolor Flowers: 
Wednesday, April 24, 6-7 p.m. This in-person 
craft night is held in the children’s department. 

Resin Art: Thursday, April 25, 6 p.m., for 
teens (grade 6 and up) and adults. Registration 
required; call 860-537-5752 or stop at the adult 
circulation desk.

Half-Day Gaming: Friday, April 26, 1-2 p.m. 
Grades 6-12 can stop by for snacks and games 
on their half day.

Snake Rock: Saturday, April 27, 10:30-11:30 
a.m. In this all-ages program, paint a rock in the 
lobby to help make the snake grow. 

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom 
– call for link. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live 
and on Zoom; Saturday morning, 10 a.m.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page, on “Ask the Rabbi – Bible 
Portion.”  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

ARPA Funding Available for Residents
The town recently launched a new process for 

residents to apply for financial assistance in a 
program funded through the town’s allocation 
of funds under the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA).

The Board of Selectmen has committed up 
to $100,000 of ARPA funds to support resident 
households who are living at or below 300% of 
the federal poverty level and struggling with ex-
penses.

Any household still trying to recover from 
the impacts of the pandemic can apply for funds 
to assist with the following:

Rental/mortgage assistance; utilities; home 
repairs that address health and/or safety haz-
ards; car repairs for transportation to work, 
school or job training; heating; and other cat-
egories that may include: medical co-pays, eye-
glasses, work uniforms, training programs, and 
other unforeseen expenses.

Residents are asked to fill out an application 
for financial assistance available at Colchester-
CT.Gov/ARPAHelp and provide required sup-
porting documentation.

For more information, call Colchester Youth 
and Social Services at 860-537-7255.

Town Moves Ahead with New EV Chargers
By Michael Sinkewicz

In a strict party-line vote, Colchester’s Board 
of Finance (BOF) last week approved funding 
for a dual-port electric vehicle (EV) charger 
here at Town Hall.

During its latest meeting on March 27, the 
finance board voted 4-2 to transfer $19,250 for 
the project from the town’s equipment reserve 
account; the board’s two Republicans, Tim Vail-
lancourt and John Thomas, voted against the 
funding.

The project was unanimously endorsed by the 
Board of Selectmen last summer. However, the 
finance board was more skeptical about moving 
forward.

Following the selectmen’s approval, the town 
entered into a contract with Artis Energy Solu-
tions for a ChargePoint CT4000 dual-port EV 
charger. The total cost is $39,250, but the town is 
only on the hook for $19,250, with Eversource’s 
project cost-share incentive covering the re-
maining $20,000.

But when the first town payment was due 
($9,625), the BOF balked on transferring the 
funding. There was broad consensus during the 
board’s February meeting that more informa-
tion was needed regarding the return on invest-
ment.

“I don’t believe public funds should be used 

for the convenience of the few people who have 
these vehicles,” Vaillancourt said, adding that 
the project would be a “waste of taxpayer dol-
lars.”

Thomas agreed, conveying that it was un-
clear how the town would make money from 
the chargers. While residents would pay for the 
electricity, he asserted that the revenue likely 
wouldn’t match the investment.

After pausing its scheduled vote on the top-
ic, the board approved the funding at its latest 
meeting.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler III told the 
Rivereast that there would’ve been a cancellation 
fee if the board opted not to move ahead with 
the project. While he said there were issues with 
the way the process unfolded — among them 
being the BOF getting looped in too late — he 
feels the concept is worthwhile for Colchester, 
which doesn’t have any EV chargers currently.

“Ultimately, this is a good investment and a 
step in the right direction,” he said.

Because the town purchases its electricity at 
a cheaper rate than most households, Dennler 
conveyed that the town will be able to charge 
residents a more affordable rate while still gen-
erating its own revenue.

Members of the Board of Finance, including 

Democrat Mike Hayes, previously criticized the 
proposed location of the chargers. Town Hall, 
he argued, was not the best spot to optimize 
local engagement. However, Planning Direc-
tor Demian Sorrentino said Town Hall was the 
most cost-effective place to install the chargers; 
other locations would’ve resulted in a higher 
price tag.

Dennler didn’t commit to additional EV 
charger installations in the future, indicating 
that the town should wait and see how the com-
munity embraces the initial site, calling the cur-
rent project a “pilot program.”

Sorrentino provided the town with additional 
information outlining the potential feasibility 
of the chargers, and whether enough revenue 
would be produced to make the project solvent.

He said there are 181 EVs registered in Col-
chester as December 2023 — a 60% increase 
from 2021. The town pays $0.07 per kWh for 

electricity at Town Hall, and could, Sorrentino 
speculated, set a fee for the chargers at $0.42/
kWh.

Sorrentino calculated that the town would on 
average net $2.50 for every hour that each port 
is used, meaning that it would take 7,700 charg-
ing hours to recuperate the $19,250 total invest-
ment. The town’s warranty period is five years 
(1,826 days), which means there would need to 
be 4.2 charging hours per day over that period.

If the town didn’t incentivize with a lower fee, 
Sorrentino conveyed that one of two municipal 
employees charging their vehicle at Town Hall 
during the workday would earn back nearly all 
of the investment over the warranty period.

Sorrentino provided data from Hebron, 
which has three EV charging sites. From Janu-
ary 2023 through March 12, 2024, Hebron gen-
erated a little over $800 in revenue.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 4/18/2024.

R
E4

-5
-2

4

QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 RE4-5-24

Rain, rain go away, 
call us to sell

your home today!

For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t

History Museum to Open for Season

When the Colchester History Museum opens for the season on Sunday, it’ll be your 
last chance to view the Hurricane of 1938 exhibit. The exhibit features 10 rare, enlarged 
images of the local damage caused by the intense hurricane. 

The Colchester History Museum will open 
for the season on Sunday, April 7, from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m.

This spring will be the last chance to view the 
Hurricane of 1938 exhibit at the museum. The 
exhibit features 10 rare, enlarged images of the 
local damage caused by the intense hurricane. 
Experience the devastation of Elm trees on Col-
chester’s Town Green after the storm. This ex-
hibit will soon be replaced by a new installation, 
The ABCs of Colchester History.

The Colchester History Museum, located 
at 24 Linwood Ave., will be open on Sundays 
through Dec. 8. The museum, adjacent to the 
Cragin Memorial Library, is free and offers both 
permanent and special exhibits highlighting the 
people and events in Colchester’s history.

In addition to the one on the Hurricane of 
1938, current exhibits include: the history of 
the Bulkeley family, including the story of the 

Discovery and Excavation of the Gershom 
Bulkeley Tomb; a special exhibit, Emerging 
from the Shadows: Colchester’s School for Col-
ored Children, 1803-1840, which explores the 
nearly forgotten history of education of African 
and Native American students in the early 19th 
century; and Colchester’s Roots in Agriculture: 
Then and Now, highlighting centuries of farm-
ing through original documents, imagery and 
objects. Additional exhibits tell the story of the 
Champion family, distinguished military lead-
ers, and the history of the Hayward Rubber 
Company, the industry that brought both boom 
and bust to Colchester.

The Colchester History Museum is free and 
welcomes all, offering both guided and self-
guided tours. For more information, contact the 
Colchester Historical Society at mail@colches-
terhistory.org or 860-537-3240.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Financial Savings for Seniors: Tuesday, 
April 10, 10:30 a.m. The center’s senior benefits 
counselor will go over senior programs that can 
save you money. This is a free program. 

Medicare Boot Camp: Thursday, April 11, 
5-7 p.m. A counselor from Senior Resources 
will share Medicare information you need to 
know. This is a free program.

 Senior Golf League – Preseason Meeting: 
Tuesday, April 16, 2 p.m. This is an informa-
tional meeting to discuss the 2024 golf league 
season at the Chanticlair Golf Course in Col-
chester. This is a co-ed league, and new mem-
bers are welcome.

Air Dry Clay Jewelry Class: Tuesdays, April 
23 and 30, 10 a.m.-noon. CSC member Gabri-
ella DuCharme will show how to use and cre-
ate with air-dry clay. This is a two-day class; you 
must be able to attend both days. Space is lim-
ited. The cost of this program is $10/person and 

includes all the supplies and use of clay tools. 
Live Your Best Life Now: Wednesday, April 

24, 10:30 a.m. Join Middlesex Health Care at 
Home for a discussion on healthy aging. This is 
a free program and open to all. 

Volunteer Appreciation Event Luncheon: 
Friday, April 26, 10:30 a.m. This will be a Mexi-
can fiesta-themed luncheon for those who vol-
unteer at the senior center 25 hours or more an-
nually. Invitations have been individually sent; 
RSVP by Friday, April 19. 

Photos Needed: As part of its tribute to 
mothers for Mother’s Day and for its May lun-
cheon, the senior center is looking for photos of 
your mother, that special someone in your life 
who was like a mother, or you as a mother with 
your children. Photos can be sent electronically 
to Jodi at cscprograms@colchesterct.gov or you 
can bring them into the senior center, where 
they can be scanned and returned. This is open 
to all members.

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time
Colchester Elementary School will host the 

Incoming Kindergarten Story Time program 
Thursday, April 18, for 4- and 5-year-old Col-
chester children who will be entering kinder-
garten during the 2024-25 school year.

Children will listen to books read by kin-
dergarten teachers, while parents learn about 
the registration process, the kindergarten cur-
riculum, readiness expectations, the school day, 

school policies and transportation. A question-
and-answer period will be available at each ses-
sion. 

The program will be held each month from 
11-11:30 a.m., in the CES media center. Parents 
and children are invited to attend multiple story 
times. Topics for parent information change 
each month. No pre-registration is required. 

Free CPR/AED Class
Colchester Fire & EMS will offer free CPR/

AED and “Stop the Bleed” training to Colches-
ter residents on Wednesday, May 8, from 2-4:30 
p.m., at Company 1, located at 52 Old Hartford 
Rd.

Call 860-537-2512 or email firedepartment@
colchesterct.gov to register.

CSC Board, Coach
Positions Open

Several Colchester Soccer Club (CSC) board 
positions are available for the 2024 soccer sea-
son. For more information on open board posi-
tions, email Tim Daniels at president@colches-
tersoccer.org.

There are also Travel Coach Positions open 
for the 2024 season. Interested candidates 
should contact Lee Elliott by April 7 by email-
ing lee.elliott@colchestersoccer.org.

‘Spring in Bloom’
Market Coming

Colchester Federated Church’s annual Spring 
in Bloom Market will take place Sunday, May 
4, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. There will be more than 
40 local crafters, artisans, vendors and farmers. 

Don’t forget to swing by the Bake Sale and 
Upscale Tagsale, or try your luck at the Raffle 
Table. To be a vendor at the fair, email Renee 
Misbach at rouillette01@snet.net for more in-
formation.

BACA Fish Fry
The Connecticut chapter of Bikers 

Against Child Abuse (BACA) will hold a 
Fish Fry Saturday, May 18, from 1-6 p.m., at 
St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 395 S. Main St., 
Colchester.

There will be catfish, French fries, hush 
puppies, coleslaw, onions, water, soda, and 
desserts. There will also be a cash bar. Music 
will be provided.

Donation is $25/person. Kids age 10 and 
under will be admitted free. For more infor-
mation, call  Happy at 860-912-4038.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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CYSS News & Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-

nounced the following programs. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs, at 
www.colchesterct.gov/yss. For more informa-
tion, contact CYSS at 860-537-7255 or youth-
services@colchesterct.gov.

Colchester Boys Council: This group for 
fifth-grade boys meets Mondays from 3:15-4:30 
p.m., and is led by CYSS prevention coordinator 
Marquis Lawson. Boys will share their experi-
ences, questions and concerns. Space is limited. 

Makin’ Moves: Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m., from 
April 18-June 13. Fifth-graders will get ready 
for their upcoming move to middle school. 
Their time together will include a private mid-
dle school tour, some talk about lockers, team-
building activities and leadership games. There 
will be a few meetings in September to check in 
after the school year begins. This group is ex-
pected to fill quickly, CYSS said.

Meeting Childhood Challenges: In this pro-
gram, a continuation of “Supporting Your Anx-
ious Child,” parents of children ages 8-12 can 
come together for a discussion on supportive 

ways to respond as a parent and to learn meth-
ods to navigate childhood challenges. There will 
be time for questions as well. The program will 
meet April 24 and May 22, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
each night, at Cragin Library – Norton Room 
A. Registration is required for each date. 

After 2: This afterschool program for mid-
dle school-aged students meets Tuesdays from 
2-4:30 p.m. throughout the school year. This 
program provides time for kids to have home-
work help, or just some quiet time to complete 
their work, small social-emotional learning 
group time, as well as a safe place to hang out. 
Registration is required in advance. 

Drop In @ the Youth Center: Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. In this 
program, kids can drop in to the youth center 
for a snack and play some games. You do not 
need to pre-register to attend the Youth Cen-
ter. However, students will receive instructions 
for online registration at their first visit, as they 
must be registered online to attend again. Call 
CYSS for more information.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 

St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Bible Study for Men: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 8 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Community Bible Study and Prayer: 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 

an open discussion on how God fits into your 
life. 

Senior Center Newport Harbor Cruise
Colchester Senior Center is offering a one-

day Newport Harbor, R.I., cruise aboard the 
Coastal Queen on Thursday, June 27, departing 
Colchester at 9 a.m. 

View Newport Harbor and the east passage 
of Narragansett Bay up close on this narrated 
tour of the historic sites that surround Newport 
Harbor and the Jamestown shoreline. Upon ar-
rival you’ll have lunch at Johnny’s Restaurant at 
the Wyndham in Middletown, R.I. The menu is 
a choice of chicken, scrod, or pasta primavera. 

There will be time on Bowen’s Wharf for shop-
ping and browsing prior to the harbor cruise. 

Cost is $142 per person. Sign up before May 
24. Register by coming into the senior center. 
Trips are available to Colchester Senior Center 
members and their adult guests over the age of 
18. Senior center membership is free for Col-
chester residents age 55 and older. There is an 
annual fee of $15 for seniors residing outside of 
Colchester.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower church that believes salvation through Jesus Christ, is 

located at 85 Skinner Rd. For more information, 
call 860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com. 

Sunday Services: Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. and the main service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also Children’s Church available for ages 4-11. 
All are welcome. The main service is also broad-
cast live each week on Facebook. Visit www.

facebook.com/groups/abundantlifeCT or look 
for the church on Facebook. For more informa-
tion, call the church.

Power of Prayer: If in need of prayer, call the 
church to be placed on the prayer list. You may 
also ask about the various days and times the 
prayer groups meet and come at that time. 

Kindergarten Registration
Colchester Elementary School is holding kin-

dergarten registration for the 2024-25 school 
year. 

To register, go to colchesterct.org and follow 
the link to Registration then Pre-Register. Be 
sure to select the 2024-25 school year.

For more information, call 860-537-7628.

Trip to Sight & Sound
Theater

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild in Colchester, 
is sponsoring a trip to Amish country in Penn-
sylvania May 29-31, to see Daniel at the Sight & 
Sound Theater. 

The trip will include a dinner with an Amish 
family, a bus tour of the Amish community vis-
iting local shops, and a stop in Philadelphia to 
visit a museum and the Liberty Bell. The trip 
is $645 per person, double. $779 for a single. 
The bus will leave from the St. Andrew Church 
parking lot. 

For more information, contact Barbara Goz-
zo at barbgozzo@gmail.com or 860-208-4121.

Polka Lesson and Dance
St. Joseph’s Polish Club, located at 395 South 

Main St., will offer a free polka lesson at 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 12.

Then on Sunday, April 14, the club will 
host another dinner dance featuring The 
Eastern Sound Orchestra from New Hamp-
shire. Dinner will be served at 1 p.m.. Danc-
ing will start at 2 p.m. and continue until 6 
p.m. Tickets are $25 per person. To reserve 
a seat, call the club at 860-537-2550 during 
regular buisness hours: Monday-Friday, 4-10 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, noon-10 p.m. 

Resident Joins Job Bank Board

New RTC Officers
The Colchester Republican Town Committee 

has announced its newly elected officers.
John Thomas was elected chairman, Ursula 

Tschinkel was elected vice chairman, Chris-
tina Martin was elected secretary, and Brenden 
Healy was elected treasurer.

The committee welcomes all registered Re-
publicans in town to come to its meetings, 
which are held in Town Hall on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.  

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 
a.m. The services are also available on Zoom; 
visit westchestercongchurch.org for login infor-
mation. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Meetings: Al-Anon, Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; 
AA, Fridays at 7:30 p.m.; Scout BSA Troop 109, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; and Cub Scout Pack 109, one 
Thursday per month at 6 p.m.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com or call 860-267-6711.

Rookie of the Week 
Colchester resident Anna LeGault, a fresh-

man at the University of Saint Joseph, won the  
Great Northeast Athletic Conference (GNAC) 
Rookie of the Week for women’s lacrosse, for the 
week ending May 10. 

A midfielder, LeGault had herself a week of-
fensively for the Blue Jays. She collected a hat 
trick and dished out three assists in a non-con-
ference victory over Mount Holyoke. LeGault 
followed up with another hat trick and collected 
five assists in a GNAC victory over Rivier. The 
first-year finished the week with 14 points (six 
goals, eight assists) while collecting six ground 
balls. 

A 2023 graduate of Bacon Academy, LeGault 
also plays soccer at the university.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell dog-related items for its 
10th annual “Spring Bark for the Park,” which 
will be held on the Town Green Sunday, May 19, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain date of Sunday, 
June 2.

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt 
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the 
dogs, and other canine entertainment. Vendor 
slots are available at $40 per booth. There is no 
charge for nonprofit organizations. 

If interested in a vendor slot, email tagno-
bark@gmail.com by Friday, May 3. Spring Bark 
for the Park is sponsored by the Colchester 
Parks and Recreation Department.

DeCaprio to Host
Food Drive

State Rep, Mark DeCaprio (R-48) will 
host a Food Drive on Saturday, April 13, at 
Stop & Shop, 99 Linwood Ave.  

Those interested in donating are asked 
to consider canned foods, and other non-
perishable food items. The proceeds will 
benefit the Colchester Food Bank.

The 48th General Assembly District in-
cludes Colchester, Bozrah, Franklin and 
Lebanon.

Trip to Newport Playhouse

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Michael Barnett, An-

drew Gatesman and Noah Auden made the fall 
2023 Dean’s List at Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology in Rochester, N.Y.

Barnett is in the computer science program, 
Gatesman is in the mechanical engineering pro-
gram, and Auden is in the physics program.

Encore Boston Harbor Casino Trip
Colchester Senior Center will offer a trip 

to Encore Boston Harbor Resort Casino on 
Wednesday, June 5.

Cost is $136 and includes a cncludes Ca-
sinobBonus of $20 in free slot play (subject 
to change), a deluxe motorcoach and, prior 
to the time at the casino, a family-style meal 
at Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant in Park 
Square. 

Register by coming into the Colchester Se-
nior Center, located at 95 Norwich Ave. 

Trips are available to Colchester Senior 
Center members and their adult guests over 
the age of 18. Membership in the senior cen-
ter is free for Colchester residents age 55 and 
older. There is an annual fee of $15 for seniors 
residing outside of Colchester.

Dean’s List
Luisa Bueno of Colchester made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Champlain College in Burlington, 
Vt.

The Colchester Senior Center, located at 95 
Norwich Ave., will offer a trip to the Newport 
Playhouse to see The Foresome on Thursday, 
May 16, at 9:30 a.m. 

In the play, four old school chums get togeth-
er for a friendly round of golf during their fif-
teenth college reunion. Old rivalries, romances 
and bragging rights are won and lost in 18 holes. 
Enjoy a homemade lunch buffet before the show 

and a cabaret after the show. 
Cost is $152/person. Register by coming into 

the senior center before April 16. Trips are avail-
able to Colchester Senior Center members and 
their adult guests over the age of 18. Member-
ship is free for Colchester residents aged 55 and 
older. There is an annual fee of $15 for seniors 
residing outside of Colchester.

The Hartford-based Seniors Job Bank (SJB) 
has announced the election of new Board of Di-
rectors member Shawn Pelletier of Colchester.

Pelletier was elected to the board at its annual 
meeting in March.

Established in 1974, SJB’s local, no-cost ser-
vice for connecting job-seekers and employers 
has expanded to serving 29 towns in the Greater 

Hartford area. SJB is dedicated to people over 50 
looking for part-time, full-time and temporary 
work with businesses, municipalities, home-
owners and other employers that have work to 
be done.

For more information, visit seniorsjobbankct.
org/about, email info@seniorsjobbankct.org, or 
call 860-521-3612.

Photo ©Save the Manatee Club

savethemanatee.org
800-432-JOIN (5646)

Keep Me
Tangle-
Free!

Reel In &
Recycle your 

used fishing line
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular
• Palletized Firewood Our 31st Year!!!

860-228-1383 M-F 9-5
SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $26
Juniors & Seniors $21

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Life Group: Meets the first and third Wednes-
day of every month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Sw-
ensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 
of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
April 7.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-
ically held the first Friday of each month from 
6-9 p.m. at the church. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office. The church is currently running 
an in-depth training for people who feel called 
to serve others in this way. Contact the church 
office for more information. 

HIHS: Hebron’s food pantry is in criti-
cal need, and the church is helping to collect 
monetary, food, toiletries, and paper goods 
donations. Drop off at the church on Sunday 
mornings, or donate directly to 26 Pendleton 
Dr., Hebron, Tuesday/Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 
and Friday, noon-5 p.m. Contact HIHSCT.org 
to give, or hsfoodpantry@gmail.com for more 
information.

Bucket of Blessings: The church’s outreach 
team has been collecting snack-type food and 
monetary donations as a love offering for its lo-
cal first responders. If you’d like to get involved, 
email jessicalbain@gmail.com.

Scouting for Food
Hebron Scouts BSA Troops 28, 1028 and 

Pack 28 are preparing for their annual Scout-
ing for Food event benefiting Hebron Inter-
faith Human Services on Saturday, April 27, 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

This year’s collection is being held in mem-
ory of former scoutmaster Mark Sabia, who 
positively impacted the lives of many scouts 
during his time with the troop.

The scouts said they would like to grow 
community participation in the food drive 

this year.  All are asked to donate unexpired, 
non-perishable food items and household 
products.  The most needed items are pasta, 
canned meats (tuna, chicken, Spam), Camp-
bell’s Chunky Soup, Progresso Soup, canned 
fruit, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, tea and coffee

Scouts will be hosting drop-off boxes in 
their neighborhoods through April 26.   Do-
nations can be dropped off at Ted’s IGA or 
Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) 
on the day of the event.  

Pedestrian Bridge Moves Forward
By Michael Sinkewicz

Hebron’s Planning and Zoning Commission 
(PZC) gave the go-ahead on a long-awaited pe-
destrian bridge in the center of town, following 
a public hearing last week.

According to Town Planner Matthew R. Bor-
deaux, the project — which was designed by 
the town’s in-house engineering company Na-
than L. Jacobson — will now go out to bid after 
receiving a unanimous endorsement from the 
commission. Bordeaux said he’s hopeful con-
struction will begin in late summer/early fall, 
with the project being completed by the end of 
2024.

In 2016, the project was identified in The He-
bron Center Plan as an “important pedestrian 
connection,” according to a memo provided 
to the commission by Bordeaux. Construction 
will be funded by a Small Town Economic As-
sistance Program (STEAP) Grant awarded in 
2022, totaling nearly $500,000.

Because the initiative is state funded, a proj-
ect review request was sent to the State His-toric 
Preservation Office, who responded in 2022 that 
the new bridge would not “impact the character 
defining features of the Hebron Center Historic 
District and there will be no adverse effect to 
historic properties.”

“Although the area containing the proposed 
project location is considered archaeologically 
sensitive, it is unlikely that the proposed proj-
ect would disturb significant archaeological 
resources because construction will be largely 
confined to previously disturbed areas as well 
as poorly drained soils not favorable to human 
habitation,” wrote Jonathan Kinney, state his-
toric preservation officer.

In a follow-up interview this week, Bordeaux 
conveyed that the town will reach out to the 
state archaeologist to see if further study is re-
quired — a condition imposed by the commis-
sion.

The bridge will be an approximately 600-
foot pedestrian connection between the Doug-
las Library on the Hebron Green to the public 
parking lot on Pendleton Drive, according to 
the memo provided by Bordeaux. It will span 
over an unnamed brook and the route is pre-
dominately on town-owned property, except 
for small section across the entrance to Dunne’s 
Gymnastics; the owner supports the project, ac-
cording to the memo.

While most of the route will feature a five-
foot-wide concrete sidewalk, the area between 
the bridge and driveway would be six feet wide. 
The project includes “historically appropriate 
lighting” and split-rail fencing by the wetland 
area, according to the memo.

In February, the Conservation Commission 
approved the Inland Wetlands Permit Petition 
relating to the project. The town’s initiative re-
quired PZC approval for a special permit, due 
to the project’s location in the Hebron Green 
Village District and location in the Main Street 
District.

“It’s going to be a great project,” Bordeaux 
said during the interview. “It seems like a win-
ner to me.”

In his memo to the PZC, Bordeaux said the 
application had been referred to the Hebron 
Historic Properties Commission (HHCP) in 
January because of the project’s intended lo-
cation in the Green District. He stated that he 

didn’t received a response from the HHCP.
However, minutes before the commission’s 

meeting began, Bordeaux received an email 
from Mary Ann Foote, chairman of the HHCP.

She wrote that six-foot wide paths would en-
courage “younger people” to run through the 
route.

“Can the size of everything be decreased to 
discourage inappropriate behavior?”

And she made a separate point regarding 
the material on the bridge: “The HHCP prefers 
wood over fiberglass.”

Reached by phone, Foote stated that her con-
cerns had “nothing to do with historical prop-
erties.” That particular site, she explained, “has 
already been compromised” in terms of archae-
ological integrity.

One of the issues, though, was that her com-
mission “didn’t like the materials” or the “ap-
pearance of the bridge.” Specifically for the loca-
tion, she said, it was “overkill.”

Wood, she added, is perhaps more “histori-
cally appropriate.”

Beyond the physical objections, Foote in-
dicated that due to the scope and location of 
the project, the HHCP should be approached 
before the initiative gets this far along in the 
design phase. That way, she continued, the en-

gineer could incorporate the HHCP’s feedback 
into the fi-nal layout.

Still, Foote said she believes the actual project 
itself is warranted and a worthwhile endeavor 
for the town to pursue.

“It’s going to be great having a bridge con-
necting those two spots,” she said.

While Bordeaux passed along Foote’s email 
to the commission, he also said that he reached 
out to the HHCP ahead of public hearing but 
didn’t receive a response. However, he at-tended 
a HHCP meeting in advance of the hearing, and 
he said he believed the members were satisfied 
with the project as proposed. But, he added, 
there was no official letter from the HHCP mak-
ing a recommendation to the PZC.

According to Bordeaux, the fiberglass is du-
rable, as well as easier to maintain and more 
cost-efficient than wood. He asserted that the 
project has been “in the works for years” and 
that he followed the correct process to advance 
the initiative forward.

“I am confident I did it in the way it was sup-
posed to be done,” he said.

Regarding any complaints of the project be-
ing “overkill,” Bordeaux said the size and scale 
was chosen in order to minimize any adverse 
impacts on the local environment.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096. Church of the Holy 
Family is a member of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
Church of the Holy Family collects items for the 
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, 
which provides assistance to homeless adults. 
Due to limited storage space, only the following 
items can be accepted: men’s & women’s socks; 
men’s boxer briefs & women’s “Boy Shorts” briefs 
(M,L,XL,2XL); 13-gallon trash bags; earbuds for 

cell phones; laundry pods & dryer sheets; TP & 
paper towels; disinfectant wipes, Windex, Lysol 
spray, and bathroom & floor cleaners; men’s & 
women’s deodorant; men’s razors; pump hand 
soap and body wash; $15 Stop & Shop gift cards 
for gas; $25 Walmart gift cards for client emer-
gencies; and donations by check. Call to arrange 
the pick-up of gift cards and to obtain mailing 
instructions for cash donations. Place donations 
of goods in the designated collection box next 
to the church’s Cry Room. Place large quanti-
ties of donations in the Cry Room. For more 
information, call Monica or John McKerracher 
at 860-228-4211.

Free CPR Classes
The Hebron Fire Department (44 Main 

St.) is offering free AHA Heartsaver CPR 
classes for those who live or work in Hebron. 
Adult, child and infant CPR, and choking 
emergencies, will be covered. 

The classes will be offered once a month, 
from 6-9 p.m. on Wednesdays April 17, May 
15 and June 19.  Call Donna at 860-228-3022 
ext. 162 to reserve a seat. 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

PARTY-SELECTED DELEGATES
TO CONVENTIONS

Certified lists of Town of Hebron Democratic and Republican 
party-endorsed candidates for delegates to their respective 
party conventions, specified below, are on file in the office of 
the Hebron Town Clerk, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT #2
STATE SENATE DISTRICT #19

STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT #55
STATE PARTY DISTRICT #1

Dated at Hebron, CT 
this 3rd day of April 2024
Francesca Villani,
Town Clerk, Hebron, CT 1TB 4/5

Tours of Mill Sites
The Hebron Historical Society is offering 

tours of the Hope Valley/Reidy Hill neighbor-
hood mill sites Saturday, April 20, at 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. Sites are located on private property, 
covering uneven ground; attendance is limited. 
Rain date is April 21.

 Register for the tour time of your choice and 
number of attendees by contacting Mary-Ellen 
at mergonci65@comcast.net or 860-228-9315. 
Suggested donation of $10 per adult will be col-
lected at Hope Valley Church, 21 Reidy Hill Rd., 
where the tour begins.

The final registration date is April 18. No 
dogs, please.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-

an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St., 
Amston, on Sundays at 9 a.m. Sunday School is 
offered during the service. People who are un-
able to attend in person can join online at www.
facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Fellowship/Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., 
after the morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m.
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): The 

center offers childcare, preschool and before/
after school in a Christian environment. The 
center is open to all children regardless of faith. 

Immediate openings are available for children. 
Summer camp is offered for children also. For 
more information, call center director Jennifer 
Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application forms are 
available at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Holds regular food pantry days to distribute 
food staples, household and hygiene items as 
well as Bibles and prayers.  For more informa-
tion about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call 860-228-1152. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register and for more 
information, call the senior center at 860-228-
1700. The senior center newsletter is online at 
hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-cen-
ter. 

Movie Monday: The movies start at 12:30 
p.m. The schedule is: April 15, Wonka; April 29,
The Boys in the Boat. Popcorn provided.

Chatham Health Monthly Presentation: 
Wednesday, April 17, 2 p.m. The topic is Respi-
ratory Health: Allergies and Asthma. 

Live Your Best Life Now: Thursday, April 18, 
10 a.m. Middlesex Health will sponsor this dis-
cussion on healthy aging, share tips to empower 
your healthcare choices, and answer your ques-
tions. 

Bernice Barrasso Senior Luncheon: Satur-
day, April 27, noon, at the Hebron Lions Fair-
grounds. The Lions will host this free luncheon 
for Hebron and Amston seniors. The lunch will 
consist of chicken, potato, a vegetable, and des-
sert. Deadline to register is Wednesday, April 
17. The day of the lunch, go in through Gate
A, then Gate 2 by the pond to get to the main
building.

Fitness Evaluation/Fitness Planning for the 
Exercise Room: Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m., through 
early May. Certified athletic trainer Saman-
tha Freeman will evaluate your current fitness 
workout, give tips, and help create a plan if 
you’re just getting started. To set-up an appoint-
ment, call the senior center.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Fridays. Pick-ups 
will go back to spring/summer time and begin 
around 9 a.m., based on where pick-ups will 
be. Upcoming trips: April 12, Walmart & Aldi; 
April 19, Big Y; April 26, Stop & Shop. Pre-reg-
istration is required by the prior Thursday at 10 
a.m.

Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some programs
have a fee, some are free, and most require 
pre-registration. Detailed information is in the 
monthly newsletter or at the senior center. Ex-
ercise Equipment Room: Monday-Thursday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. Com-
munity Café: Tuesday and Thursday only; pre-
registration required, suggested donation is $3. 

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 
Zoom; Massage, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Yoga, 10:15-
11:15 a.m.; Mindful Meditation, twice per 
month, 11:25 a.m.-noon (call for dates) Movie 
Monday (twice per month – call for date and 
title). Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Needle 

Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Ca-
nasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamping, 
1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m. via Zoom; Yoga, first and third Wednes-
days of the month, 10:15-11:15 a.m; RHAM
Bingo, the third Wednesday of each month from 
2:30-4 p.m., from October through May. Thurs-
days: Massage, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sunshine Singers,
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.;
Bingo, 1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10
a.m.; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group &
Created to Create Open Arts Group, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m.

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering many 

summer programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Puppy Socialization Class – “Puppy Prod-
igy” with The Grateful Canine: This class is 
for dogs 6 months and younger, and for own-
ers that want to get a head start on socializing 
their young pups. Owners should show a rabies 
certificate once vaccinated. Classes will be held 
at the Parks and Rec. office at Burnt Hill Park 
on Sundays, April 14-May 5, from 1-2 p.m. Cost 
is $180.

Dog Obedience Class – “Mastering Man-
ners” with The Grateful Canine: This class is 
for dogs 6 months and older, and for owners 
looking to improve communication with their 
dog. The first class will be an orientation class 
without the dogs, and will be followed by six 
training classes. Classes will be held at the Parks 
and Rec. office at Burnt Hill Park on Wednes-
days, April 10-May 22, from 6:15-7:15 p.m., 
or Sundays, April 14-June 2 (no class May 12), 
from 2:30-3:30 p.m. Fee is $230.

30+ Basketball: Drop-in games for all skill 
levels ages 30 and over. Tuesdays, April 16-June 

4, 7-9 p.m., at RHAM Middle School. Cost is 
$20 for the session or drop-in for $3 (cash only) 
each visit.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Monday, April 
22, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This inter-
active course, for boys and girls ages 8-13, will 
cover safety concerns parents have when their 
children are by themselves. Fee: $45. 

Summer Adventure Camp: June 24-Aug. 
16, 6:45 a.m.-5 p.m. This is an eight-week 
program of games, arts & crafts, field trips and 
more. Registration is underway.

Football Camp: June 24-28, 8-11:30 a.m., 
at RHAM High School. With RHAM football’s 
head coach Dakota Fleming and the RHAM 
football players. Fee: $125. Each child will re-
ceive a T-shirt.  $125.

Boys Basketball Scrimmage Camp: Ses-
sion 1: July 8-12; Session 2: July 22-26. Time 
each day is 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. No camp on 
Wednesdays. Camp held at Hebron Elementary 
School. Fee: $119.  All basketball skill and abil-
ity levels welcome.

Girls Basketball Scrimmage Camp: Aug. 
5-8, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., at HES. Fee: $119.  All 
basketball skill and ability levels welcome.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings: 
4/6: Yoga, 9:30 a.m.; 4/7: Holy Humor Sunday 
Worship Service at 10 a.m.; 4/8: Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.; 4/9: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 4/10: 
Yoga, 9:15 a.m., Choir Practice, 7 p.m. 

Upcoming Events: Faith, Film and Potluck 
Postponed: The potluck planned for tonight, 
April 5, has been postponed to allow congre-
gation members to watch UConn in the Final 

Four of this year’s March Madness basketball 
tournament. Watch for more information on 
the rescheduled cookout, coming soon. The 
next scheduled date is Friday, May 3, at 6 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Group: Meets the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Parish House. All are welcome, regardless of 
knitting/crocheting experience.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, April 21, 
12:15 p.m., after worship and coffee hour. This is 
a special class which will also be a fundraiser for 
Alzheimer’s with the church’s Missions Com-
mittee. Cost is $20. Contact Gayle to sign up via 
the church’s administrative office (gcc@gilead-
church.net). The next card-making class date is 
Sunday, May 26, at 11:30 a.m., with a cost of $15 
and a portion of proceeds donated to the Con-
necticut Food Bank.

Historical Society Clothing/Textile Drive
The Hebron Historical Society will hold its 

annual clothing/textile drive in April. Col-
lections will be held Friday, April 5, from 4-6 
p.m., and Saturday, April 6, from 8-10 a.m., at
Old Town Hall, 26 Main St., adjacent to Doug-
las Library.

Acceptable items are linens, clothing, shoes, 
boots, purses, towels or any textile item. Items 
can be in any condition except moldy, and 

must be delivered to OTH in a closed/tied 
trash bag. No electronics or toys, please.

Funds raised support the society’s build-
ing maintenance and public programming. 
To learn more about the Hebron Historical 
Society, visit hebronhistoricalsociety.org. For 
more information, or to volunteer for this 
event, email mergonci65@comcast.net. 

Applications for Property Tax Abatements
Applications for property tax abatements 

are available to Hebron residents. 
There is a town ordinance that defers prop-

erty taxes when those taxes exceed 8 percent of 
total household income from any source.For 
example, if the total household income from 
any source totals $30,000, the property tax li-
ability would be capped at $2,400. The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400. The abatements would apply to 
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 

would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate. Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate which is sig-
nificantly less than what is charged for delin-
quent taxes (18%). The interest rate is cur-
rently 3.5%.

Those interested in the program can re-
quest an application by calling the town man-
ager’s office. Applications will be mailed upon 
request. Call 860-228-5971 for more informa-
tion. The application deadline is May 31.

Ecumenical Easter… Gilead Congregational Church (GCC) thanks all who attended 
the Hebron Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service held at Gilead Church on Sunday, 
March 31. The church also thanks all the clergy and church staff who participated: 
the Rev. Dr. Brian C. Hardee (GCC), the Rev. Ron Kolanowski (St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church), Dottie Moon (Church of the Holy Family), Andrey Stolyarov (GCC Minister 
of Music), Lisa Cox (GCC Tech Contact), and GCC Trustees. 

Pollinator Painting… The Hunt family of artists took part in painting the pollinator 
mural at AHM Youth & Family Services during the recent Maple Fest. All sorts of 
“nature” presentations and live programs were viewed by loads of families.

Preschool Screenings
The Hebron Board of Education will hold 

screenings at Gilead Hill School, 580 Gilead St., 
on Wednesday, May 15, for children that reside 
in Hebron and are 3 and 4 years old by the time 
of the screening. 

Screens in areas of speech, language, cogni-
tive, and motor development will be provided. 
Parents will also receive information to assist in 
fostering their child’s growth.

Call the office of the director of educational 
services at Hebron Public Schools at 860-228-
2577 to register your child to participate in the 
screening, as reservations are required.

Honor Society Inductee
Benjamin Sullivan of Amston was recently 

initiated into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, a collegiate honor society for all academic 
disciplines.

Sullivan was initiated at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute & State University.
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Celebrate Earth Day with Trail Rangers
All are invited to celebrate Earth Day and 

help clean up the town with the Hebron Trail 
Rangers on Saturday, April 20. 

Meet at 10 a.m. at the Raymond Brook 
Preserve parking lot, 175 Church St., and 
participate in the Green Committee’s request 
to pick up trash.  After cleaning up around 
the parking lot, the Trail Rangers will contin-
ue onto the sidewalk along Route 85 in front 
of the preserve, heading north. As folks pick 
up trash, the Trail Rangers will identify inva-
sive plants as well as beneficial plants, cutting 

back some invasives with hand pruners and 
loppers. Time permitting, people can walk 
inside the preserve, continue with plant iden-
tification and discuss future endeavors and 
ways to help the planet.

Trash bags, made of compostable plant 
material, will be provided.  Please wear gloves 
and brightly colored clothing, protect against 
ticks, and consider bringing hand pruners.  If 
you bring young children, please keep them 
safely in the preserve. 

Steady rain cancels the event. 

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org.

Friday Films: Fridays at 1 p.m. Bottled wa-
ter and popcorn will be provided. Schedule: 
4/5: Iron Claw (rated R); 4/12: Wish (PG); 4/19: 
American Fiction (R); 4/26: Zone of Interest 
(PG-13).  

Eclipse Viewing: Monday, April 8, 3 p.m. 
Watch the solar eclipse on the library’s back 
parking lot. This will be the last one viewable on 
the east coast until 2045. The eclipse will also be 
streaming from NASA on the big-screen TV in 
the community room. Safe viewing glasses will 
be distributed at this time (while supplies last). 
No registration required.

Local Author Talk: Wednesday, April 10, 6 
p.m. Hebron author Judith Podell will share sto-
ries from her new memoir Monkeyface. She will 
have books available for sale and signing.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, April 16, 6:30 p.m. 
Each month, read a different cookbook, and 
choose one recipe from the book to make and 
share. This month’s book is The I Hate to Cook 
Cookbook and is available near the main desk.

Mindfulness for Clarity Workshop: Tues-
days, April 23 and 30 and May 7 and 14. This 
four-week program will be led by wellness con-
sultant Karen Gomez. Registration; space is lim-
ited.

Life Insurance Presentation: Wednesday, 
April 24, 2 p.m. and 5 p.m., for ages 18 and up. 
Learn about life insurance options with local in-
surance agent Mark Macrina. 

Medicare Information: Wednesday, April 24, 
3 p.m. or 6 p.m. Macrina will discuss all things 
Medicare. This is strictly an informational semi-
nar; no individual health will be discussed.

Book Discussion: Wednesday, April 17, 7 

p.m. Yellowface by R.F. Kuang will be discussed 
at the American Legion, located next door. 
Copies of the book will be available for check-
out at the Adult Circulation Desk. Must be 21 
or over to attend. 

Teen Advisory Board: Monday, April 15, 
3 p.m. Come say what kind of programs you 
would like to see at the library. This will also 
count as a Service Hour for high school.

Boba Tea: Wednesday, April 10, 2-3 p.m. 
Teens are invited to drop in and learn to make 
their own Boba Tea. Choice of flavors will be 
available.

Children’s Storytime is Back: Tuesday at 
10:15 a.m. is Toddler Time for ages up to 3, and 
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m is Pre-K Storytime for 
ages 3-5. Registration is not currently required.

Lego Club: Wednesday, April 17, in the chil-
dren’s program room. Build something new, 
and then have your creations displayed. 

Seed Bombs: Thursday, April 11, for ages 3 
and up. There will be a variety of seeds to choose 
from. Once finished, you can plant them any-
where you want. Registration requested.

Chess Nights: Pickup games are held every 
Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Community Room.

Knitwits: The knitting circle meets Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Crochet and needle pointers are wel-
come as well as all skill levels. No registration 
required; bring your project or questions.

Jigsaw Puzzles: The library has jigsaw puzzles 
available to borrow for a three-week period.

Musical Instruments: Learn to play a uku-
lele, jam on a Djembe drum, sing along while 
playing the keyboard, or find out what an oto-
matone is and how to play it. Instruments avail-
able to borrow for a one-week period.

Museum Passes: Most of the library’s mu-
seum passes are available with a “print at home” 
option from the library website. 

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., holds two services of Holy Com-
munion each Sunday: Rite 1 (no music), 8 a.m.; 
Rite 2 (with hymns and choir), 10 a.m. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. 

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Cub Scouts, Mondays, 
5:30 p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee, 
first Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours, 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts, Wednes-
days, 7 p.m.; Vestry, third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; 
Building Networks International, Fridays, 7:30 

a.m.
Outreach: Food Donations: Items for vari-

ous local food pantries can be placed in the 
brown donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

Dean’s List
Derek Johnson of Hebron made the fall 2023 

Dean’s List at Champlain College in Burlington, Vt.

Church of Hope
News & Notes

Hebron Church of Hope, 1 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m., with Education 
Hour at 9 a.m., including Bible classes for all 
ages. 

The church office is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Pastor Jordan Brown 
is available by appointment. For information 
about church beliefs, care, small groups, Kids 
Ministry, and Youth Group, visit www.hebron-
coh.com, or follow the church on social media.

Should Town Clerk Be Appointed?
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Hebron Charter Revision Commission 
(CRC) has begun examining the “Bible” of lo-
cal government — a comparison employed by 
Town Manager Andrew Tierney to emphasize 
the document’s importance on both the com-
munity and his own administration of the town.

“Sometimes is supersedes state statutes,” he 
said.

After being appointed by the Board of Select-
men (BOS) on Feb. 15, the seven members of 
the CRC have launched a 21-month process that 
will culminate with a town-wide referendum in 
November 2025, when residents will deliver a 
verdict on any recommended amendments to 
wide-ranging document. 

While the CRC has the authority review any 
section of the town charter, it must inspect and 
make a determination on the 13 specific items 
charged by the BOS.

Many of the subjects the CRC will explore 
have the potential to drastically impact the way 
Hebron functions, including bifurcating the 
municipal and local Board of Education bud-
gets.

Another topic on the agenda: whether to con-
vert Hebron’s town clerk to an appointed, ra-
ther than elected position.

In Connecticut, the majority of municipali-
ties elect their town clerk; of the 169 current of-
ficeholders, roughly 100 were elected, according 
to data posted by the office of the secretary of 
state.

Included in the pool of appointed officials is 
Francesca Villani, Hebron’s acting town clerk, 
who took over last year following the retirement 
of Carla Pomprowicz — the community’s long-
time town clerk of 23 years.

Villani was approved by the BOS after Pom-
prowicz departed, but typically, residents head 
to the ballot box every four years to voice their 
preference. 

Why Change?
For over two decades, Hebron has been large-

ly entrusted all the responsibilities to one in-
dividual. Whether it pertained to birth certifi-
cates, land records or election data, Pomprowicz 
diligently handled her work, and was rewarded 
by the voters. 

However, it’s actually that history that moti-
vates some officials to seek a charter revision: 
What happens when someone who’s not quali-
fied for the position gets elected?

“We got lucky [with Pomprowicz and then 
Villani],” selectman Daniel Larson said last year. 
“My fear is when someone not of that caliber 
gets elected.”

Tierney conveyed that elections are essen-
tially popularity contests, which increases the 
risk of a person without the ideal professional 
background ultimately winning.

“I don’t think we have a resident who is certi-
fied,” he said, referring to an education process 
town clerks undergo that can take years to com-
plete. “The professionalism that job requires has 
changed immensely over the years.”

Tierney — who supports revising this area 
of the charter — added that the town needs “to 
hire someone on the merits of their experience.”

Before being installed to her current role, 
Villani was Hebron’s assistant town clerk under 
Pomprowicz for around four years, and has 10 
years of experience in the field. Before work-
ing in Hebron, she was the deputy town clerk 
in Windham and has completed numerous in-
structional programs offered by peers and other 
industry professionals, resulting in her state cer-
tification.

Villani will attend the CRC’s next meeting 
later this month to offer valuable insight on an 
elected versus appointed town clerk.

“There are pros and cons,” she conveyed. 
“Both options offer something important for 
the constituents of town and for the position 
itself.”

For now, Villani offered background and 
context for town’s current operations. With just 
two employees, Hebron’s town clerk office is 
relatively small compared to a city municipal-
ity. Villani explained that those towns can likely 
survive with new or inexperienced staff, but in a 
small town, even assistants need to be ready to 
perform every task at a moment’s notice.

“You couldn’t have someone in this office 
who’s not proficient in what they do,” she assert-
ed. 

Villani added that her current assistant has 
14 years of experience, so “the town is in good 
hands.”

“Your responsibilities are whatever the town 
clerk’s responsibilities are,” she said regarding 
assistant positions.

But the individual isn’t a Hebron resident, so 
she couldn’t be elected.

The debate surrounding the town clerk posi-
tion isn’t new, and the town’s previous charter 
revision commission investigated the topic in 
2019. That November, the Rivereast reported 
that the commission initially opted not to make 
recommendation to change the position, but ul-
timately reversed its decision.

The BOS subsequently moved ahead with a 
referendum question on the issue, but residents 
overwhelmingly rejected the revision by over a 
two to one margin; the town clerk remained an 
elected position.

Pomprowicz, who had voiced strong opposi-
tion an appointed position, celebrated the result 
following the vote.

“Of course I am very pleased with the results 
but not for myself, but because it’s the right thing 

for our town to keep the town clerk elected,” she 
said. “Our Hebron town clerk ancestors are very 
happy; for more than 300 years they have been 
elected.”

This week, Pomprowicz confirmed that she’s 
still in favor of the town clerk remaining an 
elected position. It was important, she con-
veyed, to have an official dedicated to serving 
the community.

“That knowledge is invaluable,” she said.
Additional Insight

Patricia Spruance, president of the Connecti-
cut Town Clerks Association, has served as the 
town clerk in Windham since 2007 — an ap-
pointed position. Previously, she was the town 
clerk in Canterbury — which was an elected 
post — giving her a unique perspective.

“I would say I prefer being hired rather than 
elected,” she said.

Spruance explained that the responsibilities 
of being a town clerk have evolved and impor-
tant issues are dispensed to local offices on a 
routine basis. Depending on the size of a mu-
nicipality, clerks might have to oversee thou-
sands of absentee votes.

“You’re on the front lines,” she expressed. 
“You want someone who can do the job and do 
the job well.”

When asked about the potential risk of an 
under-qualified candidate winning a town clerk 
election, Spruance acknowledged the danger 
exists.

“That’s true,” she said, adding that a “popular 
individual” can definitely be elected, but a hir-

ing process would guarantee that a certified of-
ficial was secured.

Typically, Spruance continued, a municipal-
ity’s who offered elections followed a certain 
cycle: the town clerk would hire and train an as-
sistant; the assistant would campaign and face a 
resident who most likely had a “deficit of knowl-
edge,” unless they were a town clerk in a neigh-
boring community.

Spruance said that with an appointed town 
clerk, “you have a better chance of having some-
one who meets the requirements” compared to a 
newcomer without a certification, for example.

Still, she conveyed that there are advantages 
to letting residents continue to vote on their 
town clerks.

“Every election is your job review,” she said. 
“You’re beholden to the citizens.”

There’s “sovereignty” that comes with being 
elected, Spruance continued, but at the same 
time, there’s “the instability of having to run.”

In her experience, there can be a different 
mindset with town clerks who might feel more 
compelled to help residents. While she ex-
pressed that appointed clerks certainly are effec-
tive and kind professionals, elected officials may 
go out of their way and say, “Let’s find a way.”

“You tend to develop those skills,” she said, 
adding that “it typically raises” the different 
services provided to citizens, “if you’re needing 
their votes.”

In Hebron, Spruance expressed that both 
Pomprowicz and Villani are “very qualified and 
good town clerks.”

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

A Virginia Christmas… The Lanzi and Flemke families of East Hampton visited 
Madeline Lanzi and her military friends in Norfolk, Va., the week after Thanksgiving. 
Jack Lanzi, Tom Flemke (who’s wearing the Santa suit), and Tina and Matt Lanzi are 
all veterans. The rest were active military who came for dinner while visiting Mad-
eline Lanzi, USN.

Enjoying the Everglades… Colchester resident Kathy Lynch-Mussen and her husband 
Dan Mussen recently visited the Everglades – and brought their copy of the Rivereast 
along for the trip!

Going to Greenland… The Glastonbury Citizen and the Rivereast both traveled to 
Greenland last August. Dave and Margaret Wilcox enjoyed zodiac cruising around 
icebergs, navigating fiords and trekking with the Seabourn Cruises expedition ship 
the Venture.

Monkey Business…   Lori Foley and Shelly Cibula took a sisters vacation to Riviera 
Maya, Mexico.  Their monkey visitors were eager to read the news from East Hampton.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTH CARE SERVICESHEALTH CARE SERVICES
Dr. Steven Rafalowsky

Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306

C
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

TOWN OF HEBRON
SEWER USE LEGAL NOTICE

 
Sewer Use Bills are due and payable October 1, 2023.  The 
billing rate is $592 which may be paid in two equal installments, 
the first installment being due October 1, 2023 and the second 
installment being due April 1, 2024.  
First Installment payments must be postmarked or received no 
later than November 1, 2023 to be considered on time with no 
additional charges.  Second Installments must be postmarked or 
received no later than May 1, 2024.  Payments that are unpaid 
as of November 2, 2023 and May 2, 2024, will be charged inter
est of 1.5% per month retroactive to the installment due date per 
State Statute 12-146.
To make payments by check, please make check payable to: 
Town of Hebron.  Payments may be mailed to: Town of Hebron, 
15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248.  If desired, send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a receipt.  There is a drop-off box 
attached to the Town Office Building located next to the entrance 
on the lower level, south side.  Additionally, there is a box inside 
the building located in the hallway between the Tax and Asses
sor’s Office.  Payments left in that box when the office is closed 
will be retrieved as soon as possible.  
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Hours are Monday through Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday 
8:00am to 1:00pm.  Please note Monday – Thursday the office is 
closed for lunch from 12:30pm – 1:15pm.  
Respectfully,  
Adrian MacLean
Revenue Collector 3TB 3/29, 4/5, 4/26

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
BOARD OF FINANCE

BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Marlborough Board of Finance will 
hold a Public Hearing at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall Elementary 
School Cafeteria, 25 School Drive, and virtually on Zoom, on 
Monday, April 15, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. for the following purpose:

1. To present & discuss the Proposed Annual Town Budget for 
the Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025 to include Town 
Operations & Capital Budgets, Local Board of Education Opera
tions & Capital Budgets, and RHAM Regional School Opera
tions & Capital Budgets, and Town Debt Service Payments.
2. To Present & Discuss the termination of Capital Non-Recur
ring Projects.

Zoom meeting.
Topic: Board of Finance Public Hearing
Time: Apr 15, 2024 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83359018802?pwd=pQlAjYQ8o3uvTK
gmhJUoceeG9a8PPF.1
Meeting ID: 833 5901 8802
Passcode: PNBD9M
Dial by your location
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
• +1 646 931 3860 US
Meeting ID: 833 5901 8802
Passcode: 138998
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbpAUx
p2nz
Copies of the various budgets are available for public viewing in 
the Office of the Town Clerk, Richmond Memorial Library, and on 
the Town Website at: https://cms2.revize.com/revize/marlborough/
boards_and_commissions/2024-2025_budget_documents.php  
Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 25th day of March 2024
Board of Finance
Michael Nastri, Chair       

2TB 4/5, 4/12

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on April 17, 2024, beginning at 7:00 PM in the 
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col
chester, CT to hear and consider the following application(s):
PZC 2024-003 of Anton Smith (Applicant) and Robia Kruse 
(Owner) – Zone Change to establish an Arterial Commercial 
(AC) District Overlay upon 5.5± acres of land located at 475 
Parum Road (CT Route #354) (Assessor’s ID 03-05/019-000). 
Zoning District: Rural Use (RU)
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this application is located 
in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular 
business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday).
Planning & Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

2TB 4/5, 4/12

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Democratic 
Party in the Town of Portland for participation as delegates to 
the conventions of said Party specified below is on file in my 
office at:
33 East Main Street, Portland, Connecticut and copies are 
available for public distribution:

CONVENTIONS
State Convention

Congressional District 1
State Senate District 33

Assembly District 32
Attest: Michael V. Tierney

Town Clerk of Portland
Dated at Portland this 1st day of April 2024 1TB 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Republican 
Party in the Town of Marlborough for participation as DEL
EGATES to the conventions of said Party specified below is on 
file in the Office of the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 26 North Main 
Street, Marlborough, Connecticut, and copies are available for 
public distribution.  

CONVENTIONS
STATE

2ND DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL CONVENTION
55TH DISTRICT STATE REPRESENTATIVE CONVENTION

19TH DISTRICT STATE SENATE CONVENTION
DATED AT MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT THIS 1st DAY 
OF APRIL, 2024.

Lauren A. Griffin, Town Clerk
Town of Marlborough  1TB 4/5

Housing Opportunity Committee
The Committee will examine housing opportunities including afford
able housing to help guide future land use regulation development 
to provide a diverse housing stock.  Anyone that has an interest in 
serving on the Ad Hoc Housing Opportunity Committee can apply 
to serve by Friday, April 19th. The application form is on the Town 
website Marlboroughct.net under Boards & Commission tab. Submit 
the completed form to Building@marlborughct.net. 2TB 4/5, 4/12

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

Certified lists of party-selected candidates for the Republi
can Party in the Town of East Hampton for participation as 
DELEGATES to the conventions of said Party specified below 
is on file in my office at 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
Connecticut, and copies are available for public distribution:

CONVENTIONS
2nd Congressional District Convention

33rd State Senatorial District Convention
34th Assembly District Convention

Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut this 2nd day of April 2024.
Patricia Burnham, CCTC
Town Clerk of East Hampton

1TB 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The Fourth installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2022 
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on 
April 1, 2024. Payments must be US postmarked, paid on line, or 
brought to Town Hall by May 1, 2024 to avoid an interest charge.  
Interest will be charged starting May 2, 2024 on all delinquent 
bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per month) from the due 
date of April 1st, with a minimum charge of $2 for each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box out
side Town Hall. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated 
office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any inter
est which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Kate Morrissey, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232

 3TB 3/22, 4/5, 4/26

LEGAL NOTICE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT 
 
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing at a Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 9, 
2024, at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeet
ing Platform, on the following: 

1. Petition 2024-05 – Petition of James R. Celio to amend 
the Hebron Zoning Regulations, Section 3.F.2.4, to permit 
single-family dwellings in the Commercial Technology District

Planning and Zoning Commission
Apr 9, 2024, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/468080581

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 468-080-581

United States: +1 (312) 757-3121
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 26th day of March 2024. 
Frank Zitkus, Chair 

2TB 3/29, 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

BOARD OF FINANCE
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Hebron Board of Finance will conduct a Public Hearing on 
their recommended budget on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m. This Public Hearing will be held in the Douglas Library of 
Hebron Community Room, 22 Main Street, Hebron.
Information regarding the Board of Finance’s Proposed Budget 
will be available at https://hebronct.com/budget-information/.   
Residents are encouraged to attend this Public Hearing and 
express their opinions. Comments regarding the proposed 
budget can also be emailed to hebronbudget@hebronct.com.

Diane DelRosso, Chairman
Board of Finance 1TB 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Democratic 
Party in the Town of Marlborough for participation as DEL
EGATES to the conventions of said Party specified below is on 
file in the Office of the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 26 North Main 
Street, Marlborough, Connecticut, and copies are available for 
public distribution.  

CONVENTIONS
STATE

2ND DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL CONVENTION
55TH DISTRICT STATE REPRESENTATIVE CONVENTION

19TH DISTRICT STATE SENATE CONVENTION
DATED AT MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT THIS 1st DAY OF 
APRIL, 2024.

Lauren A. Griffin, Town Clerk
Town of Marlborough  1TB 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the 
following action at their Regular Meeting, which was held on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at 7:00pm on the following:
Petition 2024-06 – Petition of Frank Blakeslee to amend an 
approved Site Plan for the construction of a 580 square foot 
shed at The Worship Center, 99 Marjorie Circle, Residence-1 
District.  Application is filed pursuant to Section 7.C.6.4 of the 
Hebron Zoning Regulations. Approved. 
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/0c80c51ce1275ee17f3
4fa638434a984e01418d826149de2373092160c9caeff

1TB 4/5

Public Notice
Town of East Hampton, Connecticut Inland 

Wetlands & Watercourses Agency
Wetlands Agent Approval

Pursuant to CGS Section 22a-42a (c) (2) the following applica
tion has been approved by the duly authorized agent of the 
Inland Wetlands & Watercoures Agency of the Town of East 
Hampton for an activity within the Upland Review Area.
Number: IW-24-004
Applicant: Daniel and Barbara Casey
Location: 15 North Hollow
Activity: Construct a 12’ x 10’ deck in Upland Review Area.
Jeffry M. Foran
Duly Authorized Agent
Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency 1TB 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

Certified lists of party-selected candidates for the Demo
cratic Party in the Town of East Hampton for participation as 
DELEGATES to the conventions of said Party specified below 
is on file in my office at 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
Connecticut, and copies are available for public distribution:

CONVENTIONS
2nd Congressional District Convention

33rd State Senatorial District Convention
34th Assembly District Convention

2024 State Convention
Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut this 3rd day of April 2024.
Patricia Burnham, CCTC
Town Clerk of East Hampton 1TB 4/5

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

PARTY SELECTED DELEGATES
TO CONVENTIONS

Certified lists of Town of Andover Democrat and Republican 
party endorsed candidates for delegates to their respective 
party conventions, specified below, are on file in the office of the 
Andover Town Clerk – 17 School Road – Andover, Connecticut
State Senate District #4
State Convention
State Representative District #55
Congressional District #2
Dated at Andover, Connecticut this 3rd day of April, 2024
Carol H. Lee
Town Clerk
Town of Andover 1TB 4/5

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Republican 
Party in the Town of Portland for participation as Delegates to 
the conventions of said Party specified below is on file in my 
office at:
33 East Main Street, Portland, Connecticut and copies are avail
able for public distribution:

CONVENTIONS
State Convention

Congressional District 1
State Senate District 33

Assembly District 32
Attest: Michael V. Tierney
Town Clerk of Portland
Dated at Portland this 3rd day of April 2024 1TB 4/5

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Email your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY
 $10.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;
 20¢ for each additional word.
 $9.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;
 20¢ for each additional word.
 $18.00 per week combination rate, 20¢ for each additional word
 for insertion in both the Citizen and the Bulletin.

in The Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast News Bulletin

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen
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Obituaries 
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 4/30/24.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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 Advanced planning of your Cemetery Plot is a loving gift 
that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the midst 

of their grief. Whether a Traditional Plot, Cremation Plot or 
Columbarium Niche let us help you with your needs.

WELCOMING THOSE OF ALL FAITHS AND BELIEFS
caretaker@swedishcemeteryportlandct.org
www.swedishcemeteryportlandct.org

Swedish 
Cemetery

PO Box 535 / 184 William St.
Portland, CT 06480-0535

(860) 365-9589

Portland
Constance Clemens

Constance (Britting-
ham) Clemens, 89, of Port 
St. Lucie, Fla., wife of the 
late Christopher W. Cle-
mens, passed away Satur-
day, March 16, in Florida. 
Born in Middletown, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Raymond and Reber-
ta (Carter) Brittingham.

Connie had lived in 
South Glastonbury before 
moving to Florida 10 years ago. She enjoyed go-
ing to the casino, animals, bowling, and swim-
ming in Florida with her friends. Connie also 
loved making afghans for her family.

Connie is survived by two sons, James P. 
Newsom and his wife Barbara of Portland and 
K. Robert Newsom and his wife Paula of Port St. 
Lucie, Fla.; a daughter, Shelley Newsom of Bea-
ver Dams, N.Y.; a sister, Margaret Bell of Bare-
foot Bay, Fla.; seven grandchildren; 17 great-
grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. 

Along with her parents and husband, Connie 
was predeceased by her brother, Raymond Brit-
tingham.

Funeral services will be held today, Friday, 
April 5, at 11 a.m., at the Doolittle Funeral 
Home, 14 Old Church St., Middletown. Burial 
will follow in the Swedish Cemetery in Port-
land. Family and friends may call on Friday 
morning before the service from 10-11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Connie’s 
memory may be made to the Connecticut Hu-
mane Society, 701 Russell Rd., Newington, CT 
06111. 

To share memories or send condolences to 
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuneralser-
vice.com.

Portland
Gerald Robert Salsbury

Gerald Robert Sals-
bury, 64, of Las Vegas, 
Nev., passed away peace-
fully at home Saturday, 
March 9, with his three 
nieces, Aimee, Kelli and 
Rochelle, by his bedside, 
who made his transition 
a time of love, peace and 
comfort.

He was born July 12, 
1959, in Portland, son 
of the late Merrill and Carolyn (Cunningham) 
Salsbury. He graduated from Portland High 
School and continued his educational journey 
at Manchester Community College in the cu-
linary program. After graduation he headed to 
Las Vegas, attended University of Las Vegas, and 
studied restaurant and hospitality management. 
His education led him to California where he 
spent his entire professional career working for 
Pacific Hotels and Vasona Management. He 
eventually retired to Las Vegas, where his west 
coast journey began.

He was known for his sense of humor, laugh-
ter, and compassion. He had many nicknames, 
Baby Brat, Uncle Jerry, Uncle Buck, Big Guy, Big 
Boss and Boss Man amongst other choice words 
that generated laughter and spilled over with 
love. He spent years on the golf courses, cruise 
ships, casinos, and local pubs. He was an avid 
sports buff, Red Sox and San Fran 49ers fan. He 
was a believer in life, humanity and helping all 
others. He contributed to many charities and 
volunteered his time. One of his favorite orga-
nizations was the Lions Club of Los Gatos. His 
zest for life was a testament to the man he was, 
the lovable gentle giant with a heart of gold.

He is survived by his sister, Marilyn (Brian) 
Phillips and her husband Brian of Middletown. 
He was predeceased by his brother, Merrill 
(Sonny) Salsbury. 

He is also survived by his very close nieces 
and nephews, Kelli Gagne (Rob) of Lancaster, 
N.C., John Phillips (Tammy) of Middletown, 
Aimee Plourde (Shawn) of Middletown, Luke 
Phillips (his godson) of St. Pete’s, Fla., Rochelle 
Purcell (James) of Middletown, Stacey Phil-
lips of South Carolina, and several other loved 
nieces and nephews, great and great-great 
nieces and nephews. And last but not least, a 
host of beloved friends including Kevin Janton 
(the mailman), a.k.a. “Cliff and Norm,” Sherri 
Ramirez, Patti Hooper, Colleen Canning, Tina 
Lopez and many, many more.

A funeral service will take place today, Friday 
April 5, at 10 a.m., at St. Mary Church, Port-
land. Immediately following will be a burial at 
St. Mary Cemetery, Portland. A Celebration of 
Life will be held in Los Gatos, Calif., at the Los 
Gatos Lodge, on Friday, April 19, at 4 p.m.

He will be deeply missed by all who know 
him, but his memory will live on in our hearts 
forever. 

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

Colchester
Janette Ardelt-Hiltgen

Janette Marie Ardelt-
Hiltgen, 74, of Colches-
ter, passed away peace-
fully at home on Easter 
Sunday, March 31, with 
her loving husband Chris 
by her side. Janette was 
born and raised in the 
Bronx, where she gradu-
ated from Evander Child’s 
High School in 1967. She 
was the first person in 
her family to obtain a college degree when she 
graduated from Lehman College in NYC with a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1971. 

After college, Janette found employment 
at Otis Elevator Company, and left the Bronx, 
moving to Bristol in 1977 when Otis relocated 
its headquarters from New York to Farming-
ton. She was one of the first female computer 
programmer/analysts in the company, where 
she worked for 35 years, and met her future 
husband and soulmate, Chris, who joined the 
company in 1979. 

To know Janette was to love her. Kind-heart-
ed and even-tempered, she had a great sense of 
humor as well as an inner calm and strength 
which was rooted in her Catholic faith, attend-
ing church every Sunday. Janette was an avid 
Beatles fan, and saw them in concert at Shea 
Stadium in 1965 at age 16. She developed a 
love for dancing in college, joining a traveling 
dance troupe that performed traditional Hawai-
ian dances and remained active performing in 
that group several years after graduation. She 
loved playing mini-golf with Chris, Scrabble, 
and playing penny slots and Bingo at the casino. 
Janette loved to curl up with a good book, and 
often had 2-3 books going at the same time. She 
also loved the comic strip Peanuts, specifically 
Snoopy and Woodstock. They loved traveling, 
camping in the “dirty old forest” and spending 
time with family and friends. 

One of her biggest passions in life came from 
her trips to Walt Disney World, where she and 
Chris would take trips nearly every year. This 
was a tradition that started on their honey-
moon, and over the years she and Chris made 
46 trips to WDW. They spent 38 years in love 
and enjoying each other’s company, and mostly 
the simple things of everyday life. 

Janette will be forever loved and remembered 
by her devoted husband Chris Hiltgen; niece, 
Karen Riley (Steffan); nephew, Adam Steffan 
and his wife Miku; grandnieces, Katherine and 
Caroline Riley; brother-in-law, Richard Hiltgen 
and wife Elizabeth Hiltgen; mother-in-law, Do-
ris Hiltgen; and numerous other extended fam-
ily and friends. 

She was predeceased by her mother, Nancy 
(Anne) V. Riley; father, Harold J. Ardelt; sister, 
Christine Steffan; and brother-in-law, Robert 
Steffan. 

Visitation will be held today, Friday, April 5, 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m., at the Aurora-McCarthy 
Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colches-
ter. A funeral Mass will be held at 11 a.m. at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church, 67 W. Town St., Leba-
non, CT 06249. Burial will be private. 

In lieu of flowers the family asks that memo-
rial donations be made to the American Cancer 
Society (www.cancer.org).

SPILF

Portland
Lori Ann Janowski

Lori Ann Janowski, 53, 
died Wednesday, March 
20, surrounded by those 
who loved her the most, 
following a courageous 
year-long battle with can-
cer.

On Feb. 13, 1971, the 
world became a more col-
orful and happier place 
with the arrival of Lori 
Ann Janowski. To know 
Lori was to know great joy and pure happi-
ness. She grew up in Middletown, the daughter 
of Joseph C. Janowski and the late Jan (Will-
more) Janowski, and little sister to the late Joey 
Janowski (“Star Joey J,” her nickname for him).

After graduating from Mercy High School, 
Lori went on to the University of Rhode Is-
land, gathering many wonderful friends from 
her Alpha Chi Omega sisters. Lori continued 
her education at Northeastern University, earn-
ing a master’s of student life and higher educa-
tion. After college, Lori embarked on a career 
in higher education working at Sacred Heart 
University, Northeastern University, Simmons 
University, UCLA, and Trinity College (D.C). 
She ultimately became assistant dean of student 
affairs at Hunter College in Manhattan, New 
York.

Lori loved her years living in Boston and her 
summers spent in Newport and Cape Cod. She 
finally landed a permanent residence in New 
York City. She enjoyed many close friendships 
with neighbors and members of the LIC Dog 
Park Crew. She was an avid fan of the Boston 
Red Sox and UConn basketball. Lori loved to 
travel, enjoying and exploring California, Eu-
rope, Florida and Turks and Caicos, to name a 
few. Lori loved music, including U2, REM, and 
her Indigo Girls. Lori had a wicked sense of hu-
mor that she generously shared with the world.

Lori leaves behind her father, Joseph C. 
Janowski of Portland; her nephew, Ryan Janows-
ki of New York City; and many extended fam-
ily and friends who loved her dearly. She was 
predeceased by her mother, Jan Janowski; her 
brother, Joey Janowski; and her beloved dogs, 
Cody, Brody and Tron.

Friends and family may call Monday, April 
8, from 9-10:30 a.m., at Portland Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 231 Main St., Portland. A Christian 
Funeral Mass will follow at St. Mary Church, 45 
Freestone Ave., Portland, at 11 a.m. Burial will 
be private at the discretion of the family.

Colchester
Dorothy F. Fedus

Dorothy F. Fedus, 98, 
of Colchester, passed 
away Tuesday, March 26. 
Born Dec. 26, 1925, in 
the Greenpoint section of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., she was 
the daughter of the late 
John and Anna (Rak) Los.

Dorothy attended New-
town High School. She was 
a graduate of The College 
of Rochelle, Class of 1947. 
Dorothy earned her master’s degree in 1950 from 
Teachers College, Columbia University and her 
6th Year Degree from Central Connecticut State 
University. 

Dorothy was a certified teacher in the city of 
New York, where she taught at Port Richmond 
High School and Bushwick High School. Doro-
thy also was employed as a stenographer for the 
Socony Mobil Oil Company as well as a secre-
tary for the assistant treasurer and comptroller 
of Shell Chemical Corporation. 

On July 20, 1960, Dorothy married Frank 
F. Fedus. Dorothy was chairman of the Bacon 
Academy Business Education Department, 
where she taught secretarial studies for 25 
years… typing, shorthand and office proce-
dures, beginning in the original 1803 Bacon 
Academy building in the center of Colchester 
and then at Bacon Academy’s second location. 
During the summer of 1962 Dorothy was recog-
nized by the commissioner of the Connecticut 
State Police for her typing and stenography help 
and expertise to tirelessly assist the department 
in the murder investigation of a fallen officer. 

Dorothy is survived by her son, John Fedus 
and his wife Carrie, along with numerous niec-
es, nephews and extended family members. 

In addition to her parents Dorothy was pre-

deceased by her husband, Frank F. Fedus; broth-
ers, Albert Los, Stanley (Clarkie) Los; sisters, 
Mary Los, Kathryn Strojny, and Stephanie Sz-
landa. 

Calling hours were held at Aurora McCarthy 
Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colches-
ter, on Tuesday, April 2. A funeral Mass took 
place Wednesday, April 3, at St. Andrew Catho-
lic Church in Colchester. Burial followed at Lin-
wood Cemetery in Colchester. 

To sign the online guestbook or share a mem-
ory of Dorothy, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Roger Jay Palmer

Roger Jay Palmer, 71, 
of Colchester, passed 
away peacefully Saturday, 
Jan. 27, surrounded by 
loved ones, after a cou-
rageous year-long battle 
with cancer.

Born Aug. 27, 1952, in 
Norwich, he was a son of 
the late George and Cath-
erine (Fields) Palmer.  He 
was raised in Colchester, 
attending St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Hebron, 
in his youth and was a 1971 graduate of Bacon 
Academy.

Roger was a hardworking and selfless man 
of strong conviction; he always putting others 
first.  Over much of the past year as his health 
declined, he was able to continue working, op-
erating Roger Palmer Foundations, with the 
support of true friends and colleagues.

A lifelong member of the Colchester Fish & 
Game Club, he spent countless hours over the 
decades, supporting their mission and member-
ship, having served on the executive board and 
was permittee for many years.

In his passing, he rejoins his parents; sib-
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REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

RENTALS

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
C
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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1-
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“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORG

Kobbi is a two-year-old, 47 
pound Staffordshire Terrier. He 
has quickly made friends at POA 
(both furry and human!) Some 
of his favorite activities including 
going on walks where he loves 
to sniff, sniff, and sniff some 
more! Kobbi is eager to please his 
human friends and loves belly 
rubs too! He is lovable, sweet, 
and the perfect size companion.

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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Blitzen, born on Christmas Eve, 
is smart, independent, and a 
compact and graceful kitten. He 
likes to watch the other kittens 
before deciding for himself what 
he wants to do. If it’s for him he 
is all in. He would do best with 
other animals as he does not like 
to be left behind. He particularly 
likes his sister Comet, but he gets 
along with all his siblings and the 
two adult cats in his foster home.

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21
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Freelance
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance 
writers to report on local government, 
meetings and community events in the 
towns we serve – Cromwell, Newington, 

Rocky Hill and Wethersfield.
Must be able to report news clearly and 

meet important weekly deadlines.
Please send cover letter, resume and 

any writing clips or samples to:
greg@rarereminder.com

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start  ing 
soon. Of fer ing Puppy 
Kinder garten, Ba sic 
Man ners/What Res cue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Ther apy; Scent 
Work. Over 25 years 
ex per i ence. Michelle 
Lar son, Paws-N-Heel 
DTC, 860-267-6040. 
paws-n-heel do gtrain-
ing. com.

RE4-5-24

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Too many people think the grass 
is greener somewhere else, but the 
grass is green where you water it. 

Remember that!

BUILDING LOT FOR 
SALE: Owner fin an-
cing avail able. 860-604-
4601.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1000-
2400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

If anyone refused to rent to you because 
of your source of income, race, color, 

national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, marital status, age, 

disability or because you have children, 
you may have been the victim of illegal 

housing discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION IS 
ILLEGAL For Help Call 

888-247-4401

Social Services Director
A full-time position in a caring career

The Town of East Hampton is seeking a passionate visionary to 
fill the full-time position of Social Services Director.  The Social 
Services Director is responsible for creating, planning, organiz
ing, coordinating and providing indispensable community social 
services programs for residents in crisis or in need of other 
services from the Town. The Social Services Director will work 
in collaboration with Town departments, community groups and 
outside agencies to develop resources and provide information 
and referral services for residents of the community in need of 
various support services. 
Our ideal candidate should have the following:

• A working knowledge of problems and issues facing 
older adults, adults, veterans and youth and the principles, 
practices, theories and methodologies utilized in municipal 
services, operations and programs for these groups.
• A working knowledge of the federal, state, regional and 
local legislation, regulations and community programs and 
services for individuals and groups served.
• A thorough knowledge of pertinent municipal, state and 
federal law governing local wellbeing activities and objec
tives of federal assistance.

 Preferred qualifications are possession of a Master’s degree 
in social work, counseling, psychology, gerontology, or closely 
related field and at least for (4) years of direct services and/or 
work in the social services field, plus two (2) years of superviso
ry experience or an equivalent combination of experience and 
training. Possession and maintenance of professional licensure 
or certification in social work, marriage and family therapy, or 
similar or related field is desirable. This is a full-time, 35-hour-
per-week position. The starting salary is between $66,998. to 
$78,821. per year, plus benefit package which includes health, 
dental, vision, 401a defined contribution plan, life insurance and 
various voluntary benefits, as well as PTO and paid holidays.   
This is a bargaining unit position.  
 Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume and employ
ment application, no later than April 29, 2024, (or until filled), to 
the Town of East Hampton, Department of Human Resources, 
1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT  06424.
An employment application may be found at www.easthamp
tonct.gov.  AA/M-F/EOE.  

1TB 4/5

Town of Marlborough
Part Time Building Official

The Town of Marlborough has a position available for a part-time 
Building Official for up to 24 hours per week. The position will be 
under the supervision of the Director of Planning and Develop
ment and report to the Town Manager. The job duties will include 
field inspections, processing permits, answering inquiries from 
contractors and the public on technical issues of the Building 
Code. Job requires a current licensed State of Connecticut 
Building Inspector. Also, candidates need computer skills and 
a familiarity in the use of Microsoft Excel and Word, PermitLink 
Permitting Software, and shall hold a valid Driver’s License.  
Submit your Resume and letter of interest to the Town Clerk’s 
Office, 26 North Main Street, PO Box 29 Marlborough, CT, or 
e-mail townclerk@marlboroughct.net the deadline for filing ap
plications is 12:00 p.m., Friday, April 19, 2024.
Town of Marlborough is Equal Opportunity Employer 2TB 4/5, 4/12
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

CNA — Evenings/Nights
Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated 

people to join our team! Shifts available for hire: 
3p-11p & 11p-7a! If you are looking for a change 

and aspire to be appreciated for the important, and 
honorable work you do; reach out for more details!

Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…
Call Maryla Underwood at 860-801-1114 or 
email munderwood@colebrookvillage.com
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

ARE YOU ARTISTIC: 
en joy paint ing, theat er, 
and look ing for a part-
time job this sum mer? 
Join Youth and Fam ily 
Ser vices’ 50th sum mer 
pro du cing mu sical theat
er! We’re look ing for an 
Artistic Set Painter and 
Assist ant Set Painter 
for our Sum mer pro-
duc tion of “The Music 
Man”  tak ing place in the 
GHS aud it or i um. Must 
be avail able week days: 
late morn ing/early af ter-
noon from early June 
through mid July. Email 
jason.stankowski@gla-
ston bury-ct.gov for de-
tails/ more in form a tion 
or visit the “Em ploy ment 
Op por tun it ies” page on 
the town web site to ap-
ply.

FULL TIME OFFICE 
H E L P :  Smal l  loca l 
company offering a full 
time clerical position. 
Candidate must  be 
able to multi-task and 
be well organized. One 
of the primary duties 
includes assisting in the 
development of project 
sales quotations. Other 
dut ies may inc lude 
phone answering, filing, 
order entry & expediting. 
Training provided. $20-
$25 an hour DOE / Plus 
benefits! Apply in person 
at: Yost Associates 224 
Eastern Blvd, Gla ston-
bury. M-F 8:00-5:00. 
Positively no phone 
calls.

lings, George, sister-in-law Sharon, Paul, Rich-
ard, Thomas and Sandra; nephew, Gary; as well 
as numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and Billy 
Scopino. 

He leaves behind to mourn his loss and 
cherish his memory longtime partner, Debbie 
Goodwin; children, Brett and his wife Brit-
tany, Brooke and her partner Ryan, and Sheri 
Ann; grandchildren, Landon, Brayden, Chase, 
Colton, Scarlett, Luke, Skylar, Jaden, Haily and 
Ali; true friends (some since childhood) and ex-
tended family and friends at Fish & Game.

He leaves an indelible mark on the hearts of 
those whom had the opportunity to meet, and 
will live on through them all.

Our heartfelt gratitude goes out not only to 
those who rallied around him, but to the doc-
tors, nurses and staff at the Wm. W. Backus 
Hospital in Norwich; especially those on E-4; at 
the Infusion Center, and from Pulmonary Phy-
sicians of Norwich, for their genuine care and 
compassion.

Graveside services will be observed at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 13, at Linwood Cemetery, Route 
16, Colchester; followed by a Celebration of 
Life at the Colchester Fish & Game Club, Old 
Amston Road, Colchester, through 4 p.m. 

To honor Roger’s memory, and, lieu of flow-
ers, those who wish may make a contribution to 
the CT Humane Society (www.cthumane.org), 
American Cancer Society (www.donate.cancer.
org); or simply commit a “random act of kind-
ness.”

MOWER OPERATOR: 
L igh t  Land  scap  i ng 
worker wanted. Call 
860-537-2945.

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

S E E K I N G 
A U T O M O T I V E 
MECHANIC : for im-
me di ate hire at fast 
g r o w  i n g  s h o p  i n 
Middletown. Strong 
mech an ical aptitude 
and troubleshoot ing 
skills. Must be able to 
dia gnose and re pair 
mech an ical is sues and 
be dead line and de
tail ori ented. Ab il ity to 
thrive in a fast-paced 
en vir on ment. 2-3 years 
auto mot ive ex per i ence 
pre ferred. Diesel ex-
per i ence is a plus! Must 
have your own tools. 
Call Ge orge 860-346-
5551.

Obituaries cont. 

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing
 & Clean Ups
• Boulder Walls
• Lawn Installation
 & Expansion
• Planting & Mulching

• Drainage
 & Excavation
• Tree Removal
 & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs
 & Debris Removal

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3
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Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Call Now for
Low Spring Rates!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL and 
all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Brush Removal
and much more!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL R
E3
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Contact Personal Assistant Camila:
860-837-3651 • cacavieira2012@hotmail.com

• Tree Removal & Hauling
• Fall/Summer Cleanups
• Power Washing
• Deck Installation
• Masonry & Carpentry

• Trimming, Edging,
 Mulching, Overseeding
• Complete Landscape 
 Maintenance
• House/Building Demolition

Owner – Wesley Caetano

FREE 
ESTIMATE

C
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR

R
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20 860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!
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Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 

R
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21860-228-0556
860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119

& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

SPECIALIZING IN DRIVEWAY 
INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Screened 
Topsoil

Fresh
Garden 

Compost

LAWN MOWING: Pro-
fes sion al, com pet it ive 
rates. Call Tho mas 860-
267-7515.

T R E E  C A R E 
B Y  L I C E N S E D 
ARBORIST: Prun ing, 
dis ease treat ment, con
sult ing, plant ing and re
movals. Pro fes sional 
qual ity ser vice and ex-
pert ise. LaPila Ar bor ists, 
LLC at lapi l aar bor ist s. 
com or 860-965-5546.

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Wayne’s
TREE SERVICE, LLC

ColchesterColchester, CT
FULLY 

INSURED
FREE

ESTIMATESESTIMATES
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Call Wayne at 860-883-3234 
or Ken at 860-996-2729

Fully Equipped Tree Removal Experts
Hazardous Tree Removal • 75 ft. Bucket Truck Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR SALE
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Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Commercial & Residential – Kyle C. Salamone, Owner
Portland, CT

860-342-0352
www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now 
Scheduling 

Spring
Clean-Ups R
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Accepting 
New Weekly 

Mowing 
Customers

TREE & LANDSCAPING
COMPLETE LAWN

MAINTENANCE
Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs

Irrigation Services
Water Features

Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203
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— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

• Weekly Mowing
• Clean-ups
• Aerating &
 Dethatching
• Overseeding
• Hydroseeding
• Bobcat Work
• Excavating Work
• Mulching
• Demo Work
• Bark Blowing

806 Hillstown Road
Manchester, CT 06040

Serving all of 
Connecticut since 1981

www.PeterMarraLandscape.com

Peter’s Landscaping, llc
Landscaping Maintenance, Design & Installation

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

860-646-1169 • cell 860-209-5510

CT Licensed Contractor • Fully Insured
Workers’ Compensation

Demo License

• Walls/Walks
• Sod Work
• Trees Installed

• Pruning
• Lighting/Sprinklers
• Pond Installation

— Delivered Materials Available —
Mulch, Compost, Topsoil, Woodchips, 

Stone, Firewood, Boulders

FREE 
Estimates
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SPRING CLEANUP

10% OFF
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

peterslandscape@sbcglobal.net

L&L Landscaping

Spring Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush Clearing

30 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

Mulch • Stones
Paver Walkways
Sidewalk Edging

Patios • Retaining Walls

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

RE3-29-24

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

CT License:  HIC.0645188Licensed and Insured
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611lawncare@gmail.com
(860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & 
Surrounding Towns

Weekly & Biweekly 

MOWING and more!
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860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Call or Text Steve anytime at 860-918-6020

The RightChoice
28 Years

in Business

R
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Fully Insured
Lic#551256

GET A JUMP ON 
SPRING!

• landscaping installation – yard expansions/grading
• tree work / takedowns – stump grinding / brush chipping 
• lawn installations – hydroseeding / sod
• hardscapes – retaining walls, walks, patios 
• drainage work – gutter / curtain / drywells
• mulch / top soil / loose stone for sale & installation
• bobcat / mini excavator / chipping services

Now Scheduling All Your Landscaping Needs
Driveway Repair & Installations

Millings/ Loose Stone Process Gravel

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots



Page 36 NEWS BULLETIN •  April 5, 2024

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
IT
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-2
1

29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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-5
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3

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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-2
1

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Water Damage Repairs – Insurance Claims
Drywall New & Repairs • Wood Framing

Metal Stud Framing Remodels • Additions

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc
959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers

C
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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Mobile Welding
Repairs & Maintenance

Custom Fabrication
— COMMERCIAL &  RESIDENTIAL —

Tobey Welch
Owner / Operator

(860) 918-3750
twelchwelding@gmail.com
188 Hale Road, Glastonbury, CT

https://twelchweldingllc.com
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Interior & Exterior
Painting

Power Washing
Deck & Porch

Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License# 0667603

C
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597. 

A D V A N C E D 
P R O  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T : 
“One call does it all! 
Beat the Spring rush.  
Additions, sunrooms. 
Kitchens, bathrooms. 
Windows, roofing. Vinyl 
siding trim. Garages, 
decks.  Basements , 
f looring. Dry wall & 
taping. Interior painting, 
popcorn ceilings. Clean 
up daily. Quality work. 
Lic.  #578351. Ful ly 
insured. Free estimates. 
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

CABINET REFACING: 
Not an overpriced box 
s tore  or  f ranch ise. 
L o c a l  c o m p a n y , 
c a b i n e t m a k e r s 
specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work 
and  coun te r  t ops . 
Deal with the owner. 
Wood’n Excel lence. 
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to fin ished 
base ments, sid ing, & 
floors. Li censed/in sured. 
Give us a call for free 
es tim ate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on 
Face book. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
painting, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris removal, 
es cav ator, dump truck, 
septic. Screened top  soil 
avail able. Fully licensed 
and insured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

H A N D Y M A N 
S E R V I C E S :  H a v e 
home main ten ance or 
gen eral home re pairs? 
Don’t stress! We can 
help. Let us take care 
of them. Free quotes. 
Li censed and in sured. 
Call Dan to book a free 
ap point ment today. 860-
917-3154.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chim ney re pair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
re tain ing walls, steps. 
Roofs done, ven eers 
done, walk ways. Ce-
ment, tiles, pav ing and 
build ing main ten ance. 
All kinds of ma sonry and 
home re pairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

O U R  H O U S E 
P A I N T I N G  A N D 
R E N O VAT I O N:  In -
teri or/ex ter ior paint ing, 
stain ing, re pairs, decks, 
sheet rock, trim, doors, 
power wash ing. 30 years 
plus. Lic.HIC.0552558.  
Call Todd 860-305-9895.

RENE’S IN TERIOR 
TRIM LLC: 35 years 
of ex per i  ence in al l 
phases of car pentry. 
Some of the ser vices 
we off er in clude - Crown 
mold ing, chair rails, win-
dow-seats, book cases, 
en ter tain ment cen ters, 
ce dar closets, cus tom 
stairs. Pocket doors, in-
teri or/ex ter ior doors, ra-
di ator cov ers, por to cos, 
mantles. Wheel chair 
ramps, re place ment 
hatch ways, re place ment 
win dows, sump-pumps. 
Wood deck ing changed 
to Trex, at tic stairs, new 
kit chen and bath. Wa ter 
dam age and rot re pairs 
of all kinds such as leaky 
roofs, doors, win dows or 
plumb ing fixt ures. We 
do com plete re pairs of 
dry wall and plaster! We 
also com bat the entry 
of mice and more. Call 
Rene 860-716-2678.

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-
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20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

C
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

All Types of Fence
(vinyl, ornamental, wood, chainlink)

Installation & Repairs

Experience — Professionalism — Integrity

C
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4

LICENSED & 
INSURED

CT HIC 0671859

Serving CT and Western MA

860-629-0335
www.fortressfenceCT.com

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

R
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FRESHEN UP FOR SPRING!

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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-1

6-
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
We Specialize In Creating

New Kitchens & Baths
From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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MOLD
TESTING

ASBESTOS
TESTING & REMOVAL

LEAD
REMOVAL

P O RT L A N D  •  P L A I N V I L L E

860-846-0771
office @ warriorabatement.com

PROVIDING THE BEST SERVICE IN CONNECTICUT

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

VETERAN
USA

OWNED
BUSINESS

H O M E  O W N E R S  &  V E T E R A N S
A S K  A B O U T  O U R  D I S C O U N T S  F O R  B OT H
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

SERVICES
For all of your carpentry needs:
• Decks
• Kitchens

• Basements
• Bathrooms

...AND MORE!

860-377-4897

NORM’S
CARPENTRY

Licensed & Insured C
IT
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171

R
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
SPRING SPECIALS!
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts

SERVICES

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”
By Owner/Operator, Tony Lee “2nd Generation Paving”

ALL 
PURPOSE 
PAVING

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
E3

-1
-2

4

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

Gutter Cleaning
& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us
HIC. 0654618 

Insured

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote!

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTINGB L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chim neys can burn! 
Hav ing your chim ney 
cleaned yearly en sures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
pro fes sional clean ing. 
Fully in sured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n  i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flash ing, fur-
nace liners and more. 
No non sense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual ex per i ence as the 
owner of Gla ston bury’s 
local chim ney ser vice. 
Wil liam Al len 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
ap point ments avail able. 
Clean outs, base ments, 
gar ages. Even junk in 
the back yard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Cus tom stain ing and 
fin ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In teri-
or/ex ter ior paint ing, win-
dow/ door in stall a tion, 
vinyl sid ing in st all at ion 
and roof in stall a tion. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stuc co, fin ish base ment, 
ceramic tiles, bath room, 
re mod el ing. Build ing 
main ten ance, fence in-
stall a tion. House and of-
fice clean ing. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

MY PURPOSE IN LIFE 
IS HELPING OTHERS: 
I  am a phenomenal 
cook. Baking is a hobby 
of mine. Organizer, 
l a u n d r y,  e r r a n d s , 
walk the dog, drive to 
activities/appointments, 
even do office work. I 
live in Glastonbury. Call 
Carolyn 860-328-5256.

Spring Cleanups 
Lawn Mowing

Landscape Installs
Mulch & Topsoil Deliveries

860.531.2820
greenvalleyland.com

— SERVING COLCHESTER & SURROUNDING TOWNS — 
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 
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Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

ATC
LIC #670646 & INSURED

• Lawn Rolling
• Leaf Cleanups
• Powerwashing

860-639-4091
860-235-9038

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

RE3-21-24

If you want a 

good price, Call 
Mike Nice!

WOW,
another season

is here!

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT

40 Years Experience

Seal Coating • Line Striping • Crack Filling
• Curb Repair
• Black Topping
• Aprons

...AND SO 

MUCH 
MORE!

Epoxy Flooring — Many Colors, Garages, 
Basements, All Concrete Surfaces, Stenciling

CIT4-4-24
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Design

Build

Big enough to be 
professional –
Small enough
to be personal

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.com

Member
of BBB

CT Lic
#555660

CLEANING
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

SERVICES

RE4-5-24

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Re spons ible, Brazilian 
wo man seek ing house 
clean ing cli ents. Very 
pro fes sional and punc-
tu al. Also good with pets. 
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

DO YOU NEED YOUR 
HOUSE CLEANED? 
I have good prices and 
ref er ences. Free es tim-
ates. Please call Priscila 
at 860-680-0777.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Ques tions whether your 
wood floors really need 
sand ing? Have ex is ti-
ng sur face fin ish deep 
cleaned, re vital ized, with 
a dur able ac rylic/ureth-
ane floor fin ish. The 
best al tern at ive to the 
mess, ex pense of sand-
ing. Car pets safely dry 
cleaned.  Ex per i enced, 
ref er ences, in sured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only
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FOR SALE
TAG SALES

HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

Up To $5000 Off And 0% Financing* When You  
Purchase And Install A Mitsubishi Electric 

Ductless Comfort System In April.  
Cool 3 Rooms Or The Whole House.

Call now to schedule a Free-In Home Consultation or  
Visit our Showroom in Portland for more information.

*This offer includes Absolute Air Exclusive Gift Card Courtesy of our Supplier The Granite Group

Call Now! 860-613-5230
Sales, Installation, Service, Maintenance & Repairs of:

Spring Cleaning & April Showers of Savings

Furnaces 
Heat pumps

Ductless Mini-Splits
Indoor Air Quality

Boilers 
Air Conditioners

R
E4

-5
-2

4

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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Protection for Your  
BUSINESS, HOME, AUTO & MORE!

www.GerhardtInsurance.com (860) 537-4661 
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCYINSURANCE AGENCY

•
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H AY  F O R  S A L E : 
Square bales, Al falfa 
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art pro jects , wrap ping 
and pack ing, table cov-
er ings for pub lic din ners, 
etc. THE GLA STON-
BURY CIT IZEN . 87 
Nut meg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered loc ally $290/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Dis coun ted 
out door firepit wood 
avail able. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

ESTATE IN HOUSE 
TAG SALE: April 13th, 
9am-5pm,  74  P ine 
Ridge Drive, An dover. 
Furniture, fur nish ings, 
china, cloth ing, va cuum 
clean ers, and so forth.

INDOOR GARAGE 
MOVING SALE: April 
6 t h ,  8 a m - 2 p m .  6 2 
Chatham Hol low Road, 
Port land. Col lect ibles, 
file cab in ets, garden 
tools & sup plies, elec-
trical heater units, CDs, 
pic tures, house hold 
items & much more.

TAG SALE/MOVING 
SALE: 9am-4pm, 4/6 
& 4/7, 4/13 & 4/14. Rain 
or Shine. 53 Great Hill-
wood Road, Moodus. 
House hold items, tools, 
fur niture, equip ment, 
clothes.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin


